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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Tuesday 16 September 2003

The SPEAKER (Hon. I.P. Lewis) took the chair at
2 p.m. and read prayers.

FIREARMS (COAG AGREEMENT) AMENDMENT
BILL

Her Excellency the Governor's Deputy, by message,

Fair Trading—Related Acts
Hairdressers—Qualifications
Liguor Licensing—Dry Areas Copper Coast
Liquor Licensing—Long Term Dry areas—
Port Pirie
Golden Grove
Meningie

By the Minister for Health (Hon. L. Stevens)—

Regulations under the following Acts—
Controlled Substances—Pesticides
Occupational Therapists—Qualifications

By the Minister for Education and Children's Services

recommended to the house the appropriation of such amourfigon. P.L. White)—

of money as might be required for the purposes mentioned in

the bill.

STATUTES AMENDMENT (DIVISION OF
SUPERANNUATION INTERESTS UNDER FAMILY
LAW ACT) BILL

Her Excellency the Governor's Deputy, by message,
recommended to the house the appropriation of such amounts
of money as might be required for the purposes mentioned in

the bill.

SCHOOLS, NAIRNE PRIMARY

A petition signed by 157 residents of South Australia,
requesting the house to urge the Minister for Transport to
provide funding from the 2004-05 state budget to rectify
traffic problems around the Nairne Primary School, was

presented by Mr Goldsworthy.
Petition received.

DOG CONTROL

A petition signed by 54 residents of South Australia,
requesting the house to amend current legislation to allow
dogs, under effective control, to sit with their owners in all

outdoor dining areas, was presented by Dr McFetridge.
Petition received.

PAPERS TABLED

The following papers were laid on the table:
By the Premier (Hon. M.D. Rann)—

Government Boards and Committees Information (by port-

folio) as at 30 June 2003—
Volume 1
Volume 2
\olume 3

By the Treasurer (Hon. K.O. Foley)—
Generation Lessor Corporation Charter
By the Attorney-General (Hon. M.J. Atkinson)—

Director of Public Prosecutions Act 1991—Direction
under Section 9(2)
Regulations under the following Acts—
Land Acquisition—Native Title Variations
Subordinate Legislation—Expiry Postponed
Victims of Crime—Fees, Applications Amended
Rules of Court—
District Court—Amendment No 42—Definitions
Suspended
Magistrates Court—Amendment No. 20—Complaint,
Review Application

By the Minister for Consumer Affairs (Hon. M.J.

Atkinson)—
Regulations under the following Acts—

Regulations under the following Acts—
Children's Services—
Remake
Revocation

By the Minister for Environment and Conservation (Hon.
J.D. Hill)—

Regulations under the following Acts—
Native Vegetation—2003 Regulations
Pitjantjatjara Land Rights—Food, Medicine, Mining
Access

By the Minister for the River Murray (Hon. J.D. Hill)—
Murray-Darling Basin Commission 2001-02
By the Minister for Transport (Hon. M.J. Wright)—

Response to the Inquiry into the Passenger Transport
Board—32nd Report of the Statutory Authorities
Review Committee

Regulations under the following Acts—

Harbors and Navigation—Quarantine Extension
Passenger Transport—Maximum Taxi Fares

By the Minister for Industrial Relations (Hon. M.J.
Wright)—

Regulations under the following Acts—
Construction Industry Long Service Leave—Remake

By the Minister for Tourism (Hon. J.D. Lomax-Smith)—

Advisory Board of Agriculture 2002-03
Citrus Board of South Australia for the Year Ended
30 April 2002
Langhorne Creek Wine Industry Fund 2001—2002
Primary Industry Funding Schemes Act 1998—Riverland
Wine Industry Fund 2001-02
Response to the Report of the Legislative Review
Committee—Giant Crab Regulation Numbers 259 and
273 of 2001
Regulations under the following Acts—
Branding of Pigs—Tracing of Livestock
Fisheries—
Abalone, Undersized Fish
Shark Length, Finning
Scheme of Management Variation—Abalone
Primary Industries Funding Schemes—
Adelaide Hills Variation
Adelaide Hills Wine Industry

By the Minister for Employment, Training and Further
Education (Hon. J.D. Lomax-Smith)—

Flinders University—Adelaide—Australia 2002

By the Minister for Urban Development and Planning
(Hon. J.W. Weatherill)—

Regulations under the following Acts—
Development—
Development Assessment Variation
Requirements Clarified
18A Revoked
West Beach Recreation Reserve—Remake

By the Minister for Administrative Services (Hon. J.W.
Weatherill)—

Regulations under the following Acts—
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Freedom of Information—Fees and Charges. remarks made yesterday. And those outcomes read and
understood by me—more particularly as Speaker than as the
MEMBERS’ TRAVEL member for Hammond—ought to be noted not just for what

they represent in terms of benefits for dollars expended but

The SPEAKER: | refer to the travel undertaken by g|so for what they represent in terms of benefits to the entire
honourable members and the report about it in the media igocjety of South Australia in the future where, in the course
recent times—indeed, in recent years—but more especiallyf that work, the honourable member studied not just the

in recent hours. | confess that | have had some distractiongeneration of green energy but the costs of generating it and

during the course of the moming that have precluded me frofhe penefits that it produced in the communities in India that
preparing what | am about to say as well as | might. Howhe visited, and she detailed that.

ever, it does not deter me from my duty in that respect. May

member of parliament not so much as the Speaker. in commercial application in the places that she visited.

_The reports in the media to which | refer, whilst not \yshqt wanting to go into further detail about the report, |
inaccurate, are prurient and disparaging. They do nothing 19, 1 mend all members of the community in South Australia
inspire public confidence in the commitment which member

h dein th fthei it of und i ho have something other than a prurient interest in these
have made in the course of their pursuit of understanding anQ o ers to look on the internet at that report and the equally
insight into issues which affect this state and their elector:

interesting, constructive, useful and productive reports the

total has been spent is of itself factual but not useful informag, , |
tion, and that it fails to provide the public with an understand- go. . .
ing of what was achieved in consequence of the exercise | think that, for the benefit of the house and for the

undertaken, the work done, during the course of which publi§®mmunity of South Australia, | need not enter into discus-

funds were expended Sion of the detail which that contains. However, in order to

. Ip the media, in future the spreadsheet upon which

Such has been the case for some time. Honourablréep . - P L up
members, and equaly members o e enera pubic. wouflS0, = De0 o e expensee o
be forgiven by me for thinking that such reports are more P

about creating sensation than they are about providing usefLﬂEIde t?asct:;et%m breOtW(;aSeent(lj?/itSoi tziz(l)n\goirr(]j;e_egoftlgcley\}ig?tggtgjt
factual information which enhances understanding and%P y prop ! ’

develops public commitment and participation in policyalso in those words set out the basic summary of what it is

discussions that will make tomorrow a better place for all ofthey setoutto achhleve by makmr? the visit thley r:\ave m_ade
us in South Australia to live in than was yesterday. when they write that report and thereby enable the media to

Accordin . get a better understanding.
gly, when | see a remark made, for instance, tha ) L L .
the member for Flinders spent more money than any other It helps ne|th(_er this |nst|tut|on—wh|ch is here with the_
member in the course of the travel undertaken during the lagi€legated authority of every South Australian—nor the public
12 month period, for which the report was tabled yesterday”teres'f for the media to treat reports of this place as though
| am surprised that no attempt was made whatever to giv@ey were to be_ entertaining rather than instructive and
details of the outcomes of that exercise. | draw the attentiofictual. I have said before and | repeat now: what may be of
of the house, and indeed the entire community of Sout#terestin prurient terms to the public is not neces§arlly|nthe
Australia, to the outstanding work she did and the outstandin§UPlic interest. It has never been more true than in this case.
outcomes it will have for this state and her electorate. | mea}/hatis in the public interest may not make riveting reading,
no disrespect or, for that matter, diminution of the outcome®Ut it certainly does make for an improvement in understand-
for the work undertaken during the course of their study bynd In society.
other members in this place. However, | read the reports, as The other remark | wish to make points out two things:
is suggested in the documents authorising them to bérst, this parliament has adopted open and accountable
undertaken before they are agreed and placed on the interrigpcesses for the way in which members of parliament
for all members of the general public to read, should they bémembers of this place) can undertake such study, and all
interested. members of the public are entitled to know that they can have
In the case of the member for Flinders, it was not noted@ccess to it on the net.
by the media that at least $6 000 of the money was spentin Secondly, it is interesting to compare that in the United
the course of getting a personal assistant from her electorag8tates not even 50 per cent of the members of Congress have
office in Port Lincoln to Adelaide to undertake work here passports, leave alone undertake study outside the United
during the course of the time that she has to work in AdeStates. | am still waiting for the figure in the state legislatures,
laide. Whether for the purposes of travel to get here, fobut itis far less than that. Some people in some state legisla-
training or for any other purpose that is a significant andures actually pride themselves on the fact that they have
substantial sum which she is entitled to spend in that mannerever been outside their state. Small wonder we have the
and which she has done so responsibly and, to my mind, witphenomenon of the ugly American. Small wonder we have
great effect and benefit. Other members do not have the sartestruggle with the US farm bill policies and the impact that
measure of disability that the member for Flinders and lesthey have on this country and on understanding international-
than a handful of other members like her have. ly. I invite the media to make a sharp comparison between
The additional amount in the $23 000-odd that she sperthat kind of approach in that kind of society and the impact
in visiting India has produced outcomes, which were referred is having on the image of those people in the world and the
to in the media separately and independently from thepproach that we are taking in this state and in this house.
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HEALTH CARE AGREEMENT The SPEAKER: Order! | remind the Premier that
ministerial statements are not provided for the benefit of
The Hon. M.D. RANN (Premier): | seek leave to make ministers to thump the opposition below the solar plexus.
a ministerial statement. Mr Brokenshire: Hear, hear!
Leave granted. The SPEAKER: Order, the member for Mawson! |
The Hon. M.D. RANN: Yesterday | spoke of the historic apologise to his constituents for his misconduct. The Premier
bipartisan agreement achieved between the commonwealfiust not engage in debate in the course of ministerial
and the states and territories at COAG for the River Murraystatements, especially since it is inflammatory in its effect on
Sadly for the people of South Australia, such an agreemertbe opposition.
was not achieved on the Australian Health Care Agreement. The Hon. M.D. RANN: Thank you, sir. In that spirit, let
The fact is that the federal government has failed to offeme say that we can achieve so much when we are united on
adequate funding for our public hospitals—they have beeissues of importance facing South Australia. The Alice
short changed by John Howard. All state and territory leader§prings to Darwin railway and the Mitsubishi agreement are
were left with the choice of signing an agreement forbut two examples of bipartisanship between the federal and
inadequate commonwealth funding or not signing thastate levels. We know that there is a need to reform health
document and receiving less money. As | said at the time, gare funding and, while we try to implement our own reforms
was a choice between less or even less. to reduce pressure on our public hospitals, we need the
After the federal Minister for Health and Ageing refused Support of the state opposition to help us secure adequate
to negotiate with state and territory health ministers, thdunding from the federal government. | will continue my
premiers and chief ministers wrote to the Prime Ministerc@mpaign for adequate health funding from Canberra in the
requesting that the health care agreement be made a priorifjterests of all South Australian families, and | invite all
issue at COAG. We said that the health system was facing'€mbers to join us in that campaign.
increasing challenges with increasing costs and the decline
in bulk billing by GPs, as well as the low numbers of SALISBURY LEVEL CROSSING
available commonwealth funded nursing home places. We . )
also outlined key areas of reform that needed to be part of thsee;—khﬁa :v%nfthtIXev E'rﬁm; t(el\:liglssttgg%;?nsport)' I
agreement. These included: :
- improved interface between general practitioners and Leave granted. .
emergency departments in public hospitals: The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT:. I am sure membgrs will recall
) ; . o the tragic Park Terrace, Salisbury, level crossing crash on 24
improved interface between public hospitals and the ageg(oher 2002 that left four people dead and 26 people injured

care sector; __when the Ghan passenger train to Alice Springs collided with
an elective surgery strategy to address long waiting imes; car and a bus. | am now able to provide additional informa-

and ) __ tion to the house further to my earlier statements.
work force issues to address the shortage of qualified Following the success of a six week trial held earlier this
nurses and doctors. year, the level crossing at Park Terrace, Salisbury, will

We said that the agreement did not adequately take intemain open, with the temporary works undertaken for the
account the need for a national reform agenda and the negghl to be made permanent. Motorists, cyclists and pedes-
for a sufficient increase in federal funds. We asked that thesgians will be able to continue to use the crossing that will
be addressed at COAG. However, we were told that théeature a number of additional safety improvements. The state
funding agreement was final and South Australia, with all thgyovernment will spend around $1.5 million upgrading the
other states and territories, was forced to sign the deal in therossing, with all temporary roadworks becoming permanent,
face of harsh penalties. | am advised that this agreemein addition to an upgrade of the Salisbury Highway intersec-
means that South Australia will have its health care fundingion. Additional queue detectors have been installed in the
cut by $75 million over the next five years compared to theoad surface along Park Terrace, and the existing medians on
rolling over of the old agreement. If South Australia did notpoth sides of the crossing have been modified to provide
sign the agreement, | am told that we would have face@scape areas for vehicles that are on the railway tracks. Also,
significant funding losses, with a penalty of $15 million in the access modifications to North Lane and the car park west of
first year and a total of $246 million over five years. the level crossing will become permanent in order to reduce
But this is the agreement that the Leader of the Oppositiotraffic conflict and congestion.
and the deputy leader are apparently on the public record as The six week traffic management trial was recommended
supporting, in fact demanding, that | sign. The deputy leadeyy Vincent Graham, the independent investigator appointed
said that it was a good offer. This is despite his statements toy the state government following the tragic crash.
a Senate committee in February 2000 in which he criticisedir Graham’s report clearly stated that, should the trial be
the 1998 agreement, saying that it effectively strippedinsuccessful or inconclusive, the crossing should close but
$628 million from public hospitals around the nation. Hethat, if successful, the crossing could remain open, provided
cannot have it both ways. | understand that this latesthat temporary controls and initiatives were made permanent
agreement effectively strips the states and territories afind a further works package implemented. To implement
around $1 billion. Why is it a bad deal when the state Liberalshose recommendations, the government has committed to
were in government and a good deal now? That is thedditional works to further improve safety and efficiency.
question. For the sake of our health system, | appeal to thehis includes:
state opposition to stop supporting their Liberal colleagues an additional right turn lane on Waterloo Corner Road at
in Canberra and join us in fighting for a better health deal for  the Salisbury Highway intersection;
all South Australians. - improving the alignment of the left turn lane from
Members interjecting: Waterloo Corner Road into Salisbury Highway;
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improving the alignment of the left turn lane from before. Itis that the government relies on the actuarial figures
Salisbury Highway into Park Terrace; that are adopted by the board. At this stage the government
increasing the length of the right turn lane from Salisburyhas not been advised of those figures by the board. When they
Highway into Waterloo Corner road by 70 metres; are provided, the government will be happy to provide those
increasing the length of the right turn lane from Salisburyfigures to the opposition. Let us not forgot that the genesis of
Highway into Park Terrace south to Fleet Street; the problem that we currently have with Workcover goes
widening the road on the north and south sides of théack to 2000-2001—
crossing to provide an additional escape area for motorists Members interjecting:
who are on the railway tracks; and The SPEAKER: Order!
upgrading the pedestrian facilities at the level crossing. The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT: —when the previous govern-
The trial's main objective was to minimise the likelihood of ment initially provided a rebate that was signed off by John
queuing over the rail crossing by: Olsen and Michael Armitage to the tune of $25 million. Of
using a sophisticated signal management system toourse, that was not enough. What did they do after that? The
relocate queues away from the crossing; next step after that, when the situation did not warrant it, saw
improving links to the train control system; a reduction in the average levy rate from 2.86 to 2.46: that
improving pedestrian signal controls; and took approximately $135 million out of the scheme. This
creating escape zones. opposition—
Despite the trial’s success, a number of people were observed Members interjecting:
behaving in an extremely unsafe and illegal way at the The SPEAKER: Order! | remind the Treasurer and the
crossing. Motorists were observed weaving through thenember for Bright that, if they wish to have a conversation,
crossing, driving on the wrong side of the road and engaginthey should pick up their toenails, their thighs, their torsos,
in other incredibly stupid actions. Pedestrians jaywalkedheir temples and whatever part of their anatomy may be
across the crossing, used the road instead of the mazes aatthched to them and move to sit beside the other member and
walked in front of approaching trains. While the statehave a conversation that does not disturb the proceedings of
government has made every possible effort to improve safethe chamber.
at the level crossing, the community needs to be aware of the The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT: Thank you, sir. The genesis
consequences of behaviour that puts lives at risk andf the difficulties that Workcover is currently in stem from
jeopardises the long-term effectiveness of these safetye previous government: firstly, as a result of the rebate it
initiatives. provided to employers; and, secondly, as a result of the
reduction in the average levy rate from 2.86 to 2.46. When
Was this rebate and the reduction in the average levy rate
rovided?
The SPEAKER: Order! The house did not ask that
bestion. It is not proper for ministers to ask questions and
en answer them.

PRESS GALLERY, PHOTOGRAPHY

The SPEAKER: Order! | advise the photographer in the
gallery that they are here under the terms of an agreemep,
between whatever agency it is and the chair, and thg
agreement explicitly states that the object of any photogra-
phy, whether video or still, must be the member on their feet
at the time and not any member in any pose in their place or
elsewhere on an ad hoc basis. It may be necessary for the Mr CAICA (Colton): My question is to the Minister for
chair to require all journalists using the gallery to join theHealth. What are the reform issues supported by clinicians
press gallery, to which rules will explicitly apply and to and professional bodies that states and territories wanted
which they will commit. | am as disturbed by the behaviourincluded in the 2003-08 Australian Health Care Agreement?
of the press in that respect as | have been in the remarks | The Hon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health): | thank
made earlier. Any further breaches will result in me callingthe honourable member for this important question. | note
the standing orders together with a view to establishing sucBven before | begin that the opposition finds this something
an arrangement. to laugh about. Unfortunately, the Health Care Agreement
that was forced on the states and territories by the Prime
Minister not only fails to provide sufficient funding to meet
rising costs but also fails to engage with the national reform
agenda. It upholds an outdated model of health care that is not
sustainable. Seven key areas for reform are sought by the
states and territories. They are:

HEALTH CARE AGREEMENT

QUESTION TIME

WORKCOVER
The Hon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition):

Will the Minister for Industrial Relations advise the house of-
the level of unfunded liability of Workcover Corporation as
of June 307 | understand that during the term of this govern-
ment the unfunded liability of Workcover has gone from
$85 million to what we believe may now be in excess of-
$400 million. As part of the ministerial code of conduct the
minister has a responsibility to keep this house informed of
finances for which he is responsible, and yet the last figure
this house was given was a March 2003 figure.
The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Industrial

Relations): | thank the Leader of the Opposition for his

Improved interface between general practitioners and
emergency departments in public hospitals.

Improved interface between public hospitals and the aged
care sector.

Improved coordination of care for patients when they
receive services from different parts of the health system.
The need for an elective surgery strategy to provide for
those who have been waiting long periods for procedures
such as hip replacements.

Improvements to private health insurance for better health
outcomes.

question. This question, of course, is one that he has asked New information and communication technologies to
previously and the answer is precisely the same as it was improve the quality and transfer of patient records.



Tuesday 16 September 2003 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 27

Work force issues to address the shortfall of skilled and As I have said both to the media and this parliament, getting on

qualified health professionals, and with the job of appointing a CEO should be one of its first priorities.
Improved remote service delivery, especially in relationA short list of five preferred candidates was forwarded to the
to indigenous Australians. minister months ago. On 30 April this year, the minister

This was recognised by all Australian governments, includinghimself confirmed in the house that he had been consulted on
the commonwealth, in the early stage of developing the 2003he matter but, over four months later, a CEO still has not
08 Health Care Agreement. For the first time, leadingbeen appointed. There has been no CEO of WorkCover since
clinicians and other experts were brought in to form referencete 2002.

groups to assist. They made it clear that fundamental reform The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Industrial

is required because the current structure imposes artificig@delations): The question about the CEO has been raised by
boundaries on consumers and health professionals. | migkte Leader of the Opposition previously. As | have said
add that the results of their work are very similar to thoseyefore, it is clearly the responsibility of the board, in
findings by John Menadue in our own South Australianconsultation with the minister, to appoint the CEO. | have
Generational Health Review. They said that hospitals shoulgeen saying publicly for many months that | want the board
concentrate on emergency and complex health care and thgt appoint as the CEO of WorkCover the highest calibre
we need to integrate the roles of primary health care angerson they can find. Why would not members want that to
general practice in the health system. be the case?

All states and territories indicated their willingness 0 The | eader of the Opposition also referred to a short list
cooperate with the commonwealth to include these importarys five candidates being put before me. To the best of my

reforms in the new Health Care Agreement, but the Primgnqyjedge, | do not believe that is correct. | will certainly
Minister, eagerly supported by the Leader of the Oppositioneck that—

&nd the} member for Finniss, rfetLused to dto SO. Lettl;.s IO%k ?t An honourable member: You said that the last time.
€ periormance once more o€ opposition OVertnISWNOIE - rpo i M., WRIGHT: And1am saying it again. | did

matter. On one day, 24 April— not say that before at all. To the best of my knowledge, the

As 'I\Arre\é\glll‘lj[:]AéM ﬁf:esti':)/lr: vsvgiéakbeorhl uiz?&%fggﬁg (r)nri(:]?sr;[eclaim made by the Leader of the Opposition is incorrect. The
e q hew board will obviously make it one of its first priorities to

wanted to see happen out of the COAG agreement and h%ﬁd : . .
: : ” : . the best possible CEO. It is my understanding that the
nothing to do with what the opposition might or might not board has already put in a place a process to find, as quickly

have done at any time. ; !
The SPEAKER: The member for MacKillop makes an as possible, the best possible CEO.

interesting point, and | wish it were possible for me to
acknowledge it. The Minister for Health.
The Hon. L. STEVENS: As | have said, on just one

CREDIT RATING

. : - - Mr O'BRIEN (Napier): My question is to the Treasurer.
day—24 Apri—after the Prime Minister wrote to the Premieryh a1 are the effects of the decision by the international

with his so-called offer, the member for Finniss was on radiq ain s agency Moody's to upgrade South Australia’s rating?
and television demanding that we sign up to the agreement. The Hon. K.O. FOLEY (Treasurer): We received an

The former minister argued that it was a good deal, even grade from Moody’s only a few weeks ago in a direct

though it was far less than the 1998 agreement signed br sponse to the government’s financial plan outlaid in two

glme;igr fagh, c$a7r15bne;lllllljoi?e ISGUSrSe tg?gawge?grﬁ]eerpn%':r' Ol\f/ltrbudgets. Preceding that, Standard and Poor’s released a
hguse—’ y q ' y rEfat_e'rnent that it would have moved South Australia onto a
Mr Brokenshire interjecting: positive watch in terms of our cred_lt rating. We are _the pnly
The SPEAKER: Order thé member for Mawson! mainland state \_Nlthout a AAA credit rating. For the first time
The Hon. L STEVENS" —that | will be very vigilaht in for avery long time, S&P has now announced that we are on
S M o . . a positive watch in respect of our upgrade. It went further and
remlqdlng "?‘” SO.UI.h Agstrallans about Wh.o IS resp.on3|blie fofndicated that our state should receive a AAA credit rating
me fma;nua] dlffICU|tISS that our public hospitals find within the next three years, provided that the government
emselves in: you and you. PP RPN - ;
The SPEAKER: Order! The last rejoinder by the minister mim?r:?.s -lltr']seb\ljg%etirgllgsocrltpgmeb(;ir\qlllrn?drgebt; tw: tr:ar;ir?g
was entirely out of order. agencies was that, whilst they acknowledged that the state
WORKCOVER had a lower debt, they had not been in a position to offer an
upgrade to our state because of the performance of the former
The Hon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition): My government’s budget strategy. That was the statement of
question is again to the Minister for Industrial Relations. Will Standard and Poor’s or Moody’s, and it was quite—
the minister advise the house when a CEO will be appointed An honourable member interjecting:
to WorkCover? Under the present WorkCover Act, CEOs of The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: Absolutely! They would like me
WorkCover are determined by the board, after consultatioto quote exactly from the statement. | am glad.
with the minister. On 13 May this year, | asked the minister Membersinterjecting:
to assure the house that, despite his amendments to the actThe Hon. K.O. FOLEY: I'm happy to. It was a publicly
that would see the minister select the CEO, he would honoueleased document. | will quote exactly.
the current legislative arrangements. He advised the house asMr BROKENSHIRE: | rise on a point of order,
follows: Mr Speaker. Sir, given your earlier rulings on tabling, | note
The CEO's appointment is clearly the responsibility of Work- that the Treasurer is quoting from a one page document. |
Cover, in consultation with the minister. seek your ruling on whether he should table the entire
He went on to say: document.
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The SPEAKER: Order! Whilst | am interested in the HOSPITALS, MOUNT GAMBIER
point of order, | wish it were possible for me to respond.

The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: Itis nota document. However, _ 1€ Hon. DEAN BROWN (Deputy Leader of the

I will send you the press release, because it was releas&PPOSition): My question is to the Minister for Health. What

publicly weeks ago. That is a statement. | will quote whathas been the total cost of bringing in locum medical special-
Standard and Poor’s said. as follows: ists during July and August at the Mount Gambier Hospital,

and will the minister indicate what additional costs, such as
Standard and Poor’s recognises that the state’s credit rating hagrfares, accommodation and medical indemnity, are paid by
Egg%gﬁ’gﬂgﬂg‘fﬂ)% 'ésnf(')su%ﬂ Egrvf\?arm;?tc: mgtgltt&mgugh adequalye siate government for these locums? Medical records—
Mrs Geraghty interjecting:
That was in reference to the Liberal’s budget management. The SPEAKER: Order! Does the member for Torrens
Standard and Poor’s has acknowledged that this governmeiéive some contribution she wishes to make to the chamber
has put together a framework of solid financial managemerdr an inquiry to make of the chair?
that will see us deliver balanced budgets that will lead to a Mrs GERAGHTY: No, sir. | would like to draw your
AAA credit rating. S&P also said that it needs to be confidentattention, though, to members opposite and the material that
that the government will deliver on and sustain the projectethey have been displaying.
improvement in finances before an upgraded AAA is The SPEAKER: | thank the honourable member. | saw
possible. nothing. That does not mean it did not happen. | will watch

The reason | say that is this: for the first time for manyclosely. The deputy leader. .
years we now have a AAA credit rating within our grasp—  The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Medical records from the
something that the last government could not achieve. AMount Gambier Hospital show that in July and August of this
Standard and Poor’s said, the fiscal performance had not be¥far there were 43 days when locum anaesthetists were used
strong enough by the former government to warrant AAA for elective surgery lists and 23 nights for emergency surgery.
This government now has our state within reach of AAA. Theln addition, there were 17 days out of 27 days when locum
one thing standing in its way is if we do not maintain fiscalgeneral surgeons had to be brought into the hospital. That is
discipline. To members opposite, the Leader of the Oppos@ total of 83 sessions with locums in just two months. The
tion, the deputy leader, and the member for Waite (the lag€cords show that approximately half of medical specialist
true socialist in this parliament, who wants to spend his wayervices were flown or driven in as locum services to replace
out of opposition into government) | issue a challenge. Ndesidential medical specialists. The cost is huge.
longer can the opposition—the member for Finniss, of The Hon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health): | am
course, the great fiscal villain—promise to spend moneye€'y pleased to answer this question, the details of which |
unless they do some of the following: tell us where the moneill need to bring back to the house. However, | would like
is coming from—that is, what taxes will they increase? What0 make a few points. We have been through this particular
budget cuts will they make, or does not a AAA credit ratingiSSue in this house on many occasions.
matter to members opposite? Do they not care about a AAA TheHon. D.C. Kotz interjecting: N
rating, because they can no longer issue press releases in The Hon. L. STEVENS: And it does sound familiar. Let
which they make bland, bold statements about spending moks remember that the roots of this issue began during the time

without people saying, ‘What tax are you going to increasewhen the member for Finniss was the Minister for Health,
What budget are you going to cut— and everyone knows that that is the case. Mount Gambier had

Mr Hamilton-Smith interjecting: a hpsp_ital and a health service ir_1 an l_msustainable pos!tion.
) | think it would be a really good idea if members opposite,
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Waite seems to who hold all but one of the country seats in this state, listen
be signalling a four. He might go for six if he keeps it up; andvery carefully because when a hospital or a health service
the Treasurer ought not to provoke the member for Waite t@verruns its budget in a multimillion dollar way, year upon
behave like an umpire. year, guess where the money is coming from? It is coming
The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: Are they going to borrow more from all your other health services. The member for Schubert
money and throw our AAA credit rating out the window? | wants capital works, and so does the member for Flinders on
heard members opposite say, ‘What about the stamp dutfe Eyre Peninsula and the member for Kavel. All of you who

windfall?’ Well, if they are saying that we should be spendinghave country electorates: guess where the money comes from
the stamp duty windfall— when a health service overruns to the extent that Mount

b Gambier did. That is the legacy of the former minister.

An honourable member interjecting: The Hon. DEAN BROWN: On a point of order—

The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: And the member for Schubert The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable Attorney_
says, ‘Of course we should be— General will put away his childish toys.

Mr Venning interjecting: The Hon. DEAN BROWN: —I am asking the Minister
for Health in my question: what was the additional cost of the
ﬂocum medical specialist services to Mount Gambier? That
is what | want the answer to.

The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: | apologise: someone is saying
it over there. The point is that if we do not maintain budge
discipline we will not get the AAA credit rating. My final

challenge to members opposite is: when you put out your 1€ Hon. L. STEVENS: Indeed, you will get your
press release, tell us what tax you will increase, whafnSWer and you will get the full answer. | am providing some

spending you will cut or whether you are going to blow out©f the background to that answer, which you know is the—

The SPEAKER: Order! | do not know anything: | am
the debt. L
L waiting for the answer.
Members interjecting: The Hon. L. STEVENS: As | said, Mr Speaker, the

The SPEAKER: Order! The deputy leader. details of the answer | will bring to the house: the information
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I am providing is the background to that answer. Howevernoticed a 50 per cent reduction in the use of plastic bags over
please be assured, everyone, that the situation in Moutrelatively short time. A range of things are happening in the
Gambier is being resolved by this government. It has been@mmunity.

difficult issue and it has not been helped by the member for | have written today to local government and | am

Finniss, who has played a spoiling, dishonest and mischie\thallenging local councils and business groups to be among

ous role from day one. the first in the state to be plastic bag free. As | say, | have
written to the Local Government Association and the mayors
PLASTIC BAGS of all South Australian councils to put that challenge directly

Co . - to them, and | am hopeful that at least one local government
‘ I\éls RANKINE (V\(lj”ght)' My ques\';:/ohn |s_tort[]he MInISter 5 thority in South Australia will be able to match what local
or Environment and Conservation. atis the govemme[%overnment authorities have done in some other states and

doing to reduce the number of plastic bags that invade oYy, piastic bags or at least develop a strategy to get rid of
oceans, waterways and communities, thereby both endang%qastic bags in their communities.

ing animals and polluting the environment?
The Hon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Environment and
Conservation): | acknowledge the member for Wright's HOSPITALS, MOUNT GAMBIER

great interest and that of the member for Torrens in getting The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Deputy Leader of the

rid of plastic bags. Both those members have undertaken a | S NCVA i ; )
of work. In each case the members have distributed gpposmon).wnlthe Minister for Health hold an independ

h 4 calico b i thei " husiast nt investigation into the actions of the CEO of the Mount
thousand calico bags in their communities to very enthusiastie , jyhier hospital concerning his withdrawal of practice rights

shoppers who have embraced the idea of banning the bag 5 Gp_anaesthetist from both the public and private

national agenda of environment ministers. We lobbied they;n 5 | 3 letter dated Friday 11 July, the CEO of the Mount
other states, we challenged the major retailers and W, mpier hospital withdrew forthwith the practice rights of a

consulted with the community. ; ; .
: GP-anaesthetist, Dr Goodman, and claimed:
In July this year a survey for the EPA revealed that 94 per

cent of South Australians regarded plastic bags as a problem_DPuring a recent meeting, an issue relating specifically to your
actice was raised. | had intended to bring my concerns forward

A r
and 70 per cent wanted the bags banned, which reinforced B you personally, but your termination notice has pre-empted this
position that had been taken by the government. | can repogiscussion.

that at their ministerial meeting by telephone in August th . .

state and federal ministers unanimously agreed on a phase- %tﬁ:ir:ﬁev;?rds’ he has noteven told him the issue. The letter
period for the banning of lightweight plastic bags: afive-yearC o o . o .
framework to get rid of those bags. That will cut 670 million  Before granting admitting privileges or practice rights within the

; ; ; s hospital, | must seek college input as to the necessity of a clinical
bags used every year in South Australia and something | udit of your recent practice. | feel obliged to follow this path. Such

6.8 million bags nationally. The days of the plastic bag arey audit would be, from my viewpoint, in your interests as well as
numbered. those of the Mount Gambier public hospital.

Ms Chaprman interjecting: Since then, the head of anaesthetics at the hospital has
The Hon. J.D. HILL: I have, yes. | can tell the honour- oyemnteq to find out from Mr McNeil, the CEO, what the
able member that | use calico bags or paper bags when | g ice issue was, with no response. The doctor involved and
shopping. They are stored in the boot of my car. | musy,q joint committee of the College of Anaesthetists and the
confess that occasionally on a trip to the.butcheraplastlc ba@ollege of GPs have also been unable to find out what the
does get used, but generally we get rid of them. Alreadyeg\o'yyas, vet the cause of the withdrawal of practice rights
businesses and the community across Australia are takingn»ing entirely unreported to any authority, and especially
steps to getrid of plastic bags. | want to share with the houSg, 16 head of anaesthetics at the hospital, or to the appropri-

some examples of positive community action in Southye colleges, which should otherwise deal with it. This is a

Australia. Ray White Real Estate, for example, is giving, oy serious matter and | expect the minister to carry out a
away free calico bags to those who bring in a number Oﬁd” investigation

plastic bags. Bunnings, as members would know, has place . -

a 10¢ levy on plastic bags, and later this month | understand The SPEAKER: Or.der!.Thg honourable minister.
that Edwardstown Primary School will be selling its own The Hon. D.C. Kotz interjecting:

custom-made calico bags at Castle Plaza, and | commend it The SPEAKER: The member for Newland will come to
for that action. order! The minister.

The community is getting the message on plastic bags. The Hon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health): | am not
The well-known frog expert in South Australia, Professoraware of the details that the deputy leader has outlined. |
Michael Tyler from the University of Adelaide, wrote to me would imagine that it is particularly an issue for the board of
earlier this year to congratulate the government on its stanadbe Mount Gambier hospital, but | am happy to look into it.
in relation to bags. He also commented that several years
ago— WORKCOVER

Mr Brindal interjecting:

The Hon. J.D. HILL: He’s pleased about that, too. He  The Hon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition):
commented that several years ago he had approached a lowéll the Minister for Industrial Relations advise the house
hardware shop and suggested that the staff at the checkowttether he or his office has received a draft or final copy of
asked customers ‘Do you need a bag?’ rather than ‘Do yothe June 2003 quarterly report for the WorkCover Corpora-
want a bag?’ As a result of changing their language, theyion? When will it be publicly released?
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The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Industrial Also, 14 government schools and two Catholic schools
Relations): | will have to check that detail for the Leader of have been selected, and shortly two independent schools will
the Opposition, and | will get back to him after doing so. be selected, to research, develop and improve ways of

The SPEAKER: Is the minister sure that he does not haveincluding the needs of students who are most vulnerable to

that information? drug-related harm through a range of topics, and that
The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT: | don't, sir. information will be shared with other schools. In addition to
all those measures that have been implemented, a policy
SCHOOLS, DRUG USE statement and a procedural framework have been approved

to provide explicit advice about the management of drug-

Ms CICCARELLO (Norwood): My question is to the related i_ncidents in_ our schools, _particulgrly from the
Minister for Education and Children's Services. Can thePerspective of ensuring the well-being and inclusion of all
minister explain what responses schools undertake whef{udents and in dealing very thoroughly with these issues.
there is a drug-related incident in their community? That will be launched and distributed next month.

The Hon. P.L. WHITE (Minister for Education and ARTS SA
Children’s Services):| thank the member for Norwood for
her important and serious question. When there is a drug- ;. HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite):
related incident involving schools, a clear response has to g,
sent to the community, the school community and our,
children. Schools, naturally, are part of the communities irb

W.r:ihCh they_sit_;mdt, as such, they must be prepared to deg(,qqet cuts that you have made as Minister for the Arts to
with some incidents. Arts SA, cuts to arts agencies, and cuts to the development

Today’s press reported an incident at one of our governgt the arts in the state?
ment primary schools. That school responded in an exempla- The Hon. M.D. RANN (Minister for the Arts): May |
ry way in order to ensure that a clear signal was sent to th§ay that it really is scary when you face the member for
students that drug use would not be tolerated. In that instancgjte Yesterday, the honourable member asked the same

the parents of the students who were in possession of @festion and | said that | would take it on notice and get back
consumed the drug were invited to the school to talk abouly him and that is what | will do.

the harms and risks of the drug, how to ‘drug-proof’ their ;- 4 milton-Smith: The first minister to lose his CEO.
children, if you like, and the need for vigilance in the matter. .
. e The SPEAKER: Order!
The local police attended the school and spoke in this case to Members interiecting:
the year 6 and year 7 students about the dangers to health of The“ISPEAKE]R' Ogd |
cannabis and the penalties for being in possession. € -order:

The offending students were suspended—firstly, external- INSURANCE. PUBLIC LIABILITY
ly—and they were given school work while they were '
externally suspended. They were then internally suspended: The Hon. D.C. KOTZ (Newland): My question is
they attended regular classes but were excluded fromjirected to the Attorney-General. Given the Attorney-General
socialising with other students during recess and lunclyas stated that organisations that register a code of practice
periods. Throughout that period, they were provided withnger the Recreational Services (Limitation of Liability) Act
coungellllng on issues s_uch as life choices and_ the healtij| pe totally protected against any form of claims of
ramifications of consuming that drug. Students in all yeapegligence arising from activities covered under their code
groups in the school have been spoken to about the dangejgpractice, will he now advise the house whether this means
of cannabis. that a code of practice negates the need for recreational

Members would be aware that there has been quite a l@frganisations to be covered by public liability insurance? In
of activity following last year's Drugs Summit, which came The Advertiser on Monday 15 September, it was reported that
up with an action plan that has been implemented by alihe Attorney-General said:
agencies. As a result of that work, my agency has employed e they [meaning the volunteer organisations] have a
three additional project officers, who are working with registered code of practice their exposure to negligence claims will
government and non-government schools (the Catholic angk eliminated.
independent school sectors). Each is working with schools o The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): Ifthe
assist them to develop or improve strategies and undertalggqganisation complies with its code of practice and there are
and coordinate specific projects. This supports the summippropriate waivers, then the law of negligence will no longer
recommendation that whole-of-school drug strategies neegk 3 threat to them. The code of practice is a substitute for the
to be further developed and extended to all schools. At thigyy, of negligence. That is what we are trying to achieve.

point in time we have over 380 government schools withyowever, | will take the question on notice and | will get the
whole-of-school drug strategies, and we have a timetable fghemper a detailed reply.

all schools to have a whole-of-school drug strategy.

In addition, this year my department has implemented a WATER RESTRICTIONS
new training program called Keeping Connected, which is
aimed at staff assisting students who have experienced drug- The Hon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher): My question is to the
related issues. So far this year, we have run nine traininlylinister for Administrative Services. In light of the recent
programs, and the Catholic education sector has bedreavy rain and the fact that at least one of our reservoirs is
included. Participant feedback from those programs about theverflowing, will the minister now lift water restrictions?
knowledge and skills gained, including their applicationtoa The Hon. JW. WEATHERILL (Minister for Adminis-
range of student issues, has been extremely positive. trative Services):As the honourable member has noted, our

My question is to the

emier as Minister for the Arts. Prior to, or at the time of

anding her resignation to you, did Kathie Massey, the
tgoing CEO of Arts SA, raise concerns with you about
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metropolitan reservoirs are currently standing at 82 per cent SCHOOLS, PORT LINCOLN REPORT

capacity compared to 52 per cent capacity for the same time

last year. Obviously, that is a good position to be in leading Mrs PENFOLD (Flinders): My question is to the
into summer. However, | can tell members about some of th#linister for Education and Children’s Services. Will the
important elements of the network. The Mount Bold Reserminister advise the house when the report on the options for
voir is now full, and the gates were opened at 7.30 a.m. thiPort Lincoln’s schools and kindergartens will be made
morning to allow water to be slowly released by the Onka-public? In November last year, a project officer was appoint-
paringa River, which is useful for the environmental flows ined to compile an education brief on the options for Port
that river. The Myponga Reservoir has also reached capacityincoln’s schools and kindergartens. There has been huge
over the weekend, and water has been slowly released intocal interest in this report, and several public meetings have
the Myponga Creek. Reservoir gates are opened as requirbden held. Consequently, | wrote to the minister on 22 May
to maintain capacity levels and to ensure a controlled rate agind again on 12 August asking when the report would be
discharge. | know the honourable member for Fisher will benade public. The Mayor of Port Lincoln, Peter Davis, has
particularly interested in the Happy Valley reservoir, whichalso written to the government on 29 August, as was reported
is being kept at lower than usual levels because of the wori today’sPort Lincoln Times, as follows:

that is being done to strengthen one of the reservoir walls.  you may be aware that the Education Department recently spent

While we do have these rising water levels in our resersome $250 000 investigating the currently overcrowded and outdated

e i :nidunior primary and primary schools that lie alongside Centenary Oval
VOIrs, It Is actually not an unusual occurrence to have spill nd immediately north of the current CBD. No public report has been
from the reservoir system. In fact, four in every five yearSssyed by the department relative to this investigation.

there is a need during the winter months to have those spills. The Hon. P.L. WHITE (Minister for Education and

However, the level 2 water restrictions will remain in place ~, . , : . ; X
until we have a much better understanding of what thé:hlldrensSerwces).Inthe time that it took the member to

circumstances will bring in terms of our needs from the Rive® ﬁgirr]srtr?gerz?/?gv’vl i%?giﬁg? ;’n\’g?tg:e;?gg?]zr ifr?frc:r?r?;nﬁ:g Y[\;whzﬁ
Murray. We cannot afford to be complacent, and | trust tha N .
all South Australians are aware of the crisis that remainshat report was forwarded quite recently, so | expect it to

notwithstanding the recent and welcome rainfalls. aml\\;lizhapman interjecting:
For the benefit of members, | state that in an average year The Hon. P.L. WHITE: No it has been forwarded. and
Adelaide will source about 40 per cent of its water from the, expect it to arrive in my office shortly. | will consider it and,

River Murray, while in a dry year this will go up to 90 per hen appropriate, comment on the results
cent. This year, on current projections, we expect that we Wi|YV G '
be pumping something in the order of 50 per cent from the Ms Chapman interjecting; .
River Murray and obviously relying upon the reservoirs for ThF Hon. P'Lf' WHITE: As | haye said, l't has been
the balance of that. completed and forwarded to me quite recently.

Fortunately, the recent rainfalls are good news, and they SHEARER TRAINING
will at least ensure that we will not have to move to the
harsher levels of restrictions. What seemed like a real MrVENNING (Schubert): Can the Minister for
possibility earlier on in the season seems unlikely now, buEmployment, Training and Further Education inform the
we will monitor the situation. | think most people are well house of the terms of reference given to Mr Andrew Brown
aware that the crisis remains in relation to the River Murrayto conduct the recently released report into shearer training,
and we will be carefully considering our future water needsand can the minister advise the house whether the Minister
It may be that we have to consider some changes in the watir Agriculture, Food and Fisheries had any input into their
restrictions, and we may also need to grapple with théormulation? The minister recently released a report prepared
question of the ongoing modification of water use on &y Andrew Brown investigating shearer training in South

permanent basis. Australia. | have been advised by the industry that the terms
of reference were not clear and were neither addressed nor
CODES OF PRACTICE highlighted in the outcomes.

The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Employ-

The Hon. D.C. KOTZ (Newland): Will the Attorney- ment, Training and Further Education): | thank the
General explain to the house why a draft code of practicenember for Schubert for once again giving me the opportuni-
required under the Recreational Services (Limitation oty to talk about sheep shearing.

Liability) Act, submitted by Horse SA, has not been pro-  Mr Brindal interjecting:

cessed as required by government regulation, despite being The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Unley is not yet
lodged more than six weeks ago and despite the governmentise Minister for Tourism.

having already received the $1200 up-front payment for The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: The member for
processing? Schubert has really shown a great interest in this review, and

The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): The he was one of the first people in this house to see the results
codes of practice must be most carefully constructed andf that review. | thought at the time that he saw the terms of
analysed because they take the place of the law of negligendgeference, and | apologise for that. | am very pleased to give
They must be adequate from all points of view. So it will takethem to him. Whilst, of course, | have read them, | have not
a while to study them. We are just beginning this processcommitted the terms of reference to memory, so I am unable
The member supported the introduction of codes of practictd quote them to him now. However, | would be very happy
as one way of trying to resist the public liability insuranceto get that information for him.
crisis. | will look into this particular code of practice and get  In relation to the consultation program, | believe that it
the member an answer. was quite extensive and each of the people who made either
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a verbal, a written or an online submission was noted in the Members interjecting:

back of the report. The SPEAKER: Order! | ask honourable members to put
Mr Brindal interjecting: their balls away.
The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: IfI can think of one, The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: | have signed a declaration

I will mention it. That information was in the report, but I under section 25 of the Trade Standards Act 1979 stating that
would be very happy to get all that information again for theliquid and/or novelty style yoyo toys with elasticised cords
member for Schubert, and he may want a briefing by ouare dangerous goods. This means that they have been
staff, and certainly there are people with a great commitmergermanently banned from sale in South Australia.
to sheep shearing, as | have, in the department. ~~ parents should also be warned about the risks associated
Sheep shearing is clearly an important industry in thisyith flashing dummies that were recently on sale at the Royal
state, and the review took note of not just the beginners, thgdelaide Show and are proving popular at parties and
improvers and the advanced shearers but also the woglghtclubs. The novelty item does not have to meet the
classers and the handlers, and the whole of the industixystralian Standards for pacifiers, because it is being
sector. The sheep shearing review was more important thafarketed as an entertainment item to older age groups.
just regarding shearing, as the member would realise. | would The qummies with flashing LED lights are not designed
be very happy to have all those terms discussed with thgy pabjes and pose a number of safety risks. The teat is made
member. If he would like to make an appointment with myof oy quality plastic and has rough edges. The neck cord
office, I would be very pleased to go through it with him.  h4geg 4 strangulation risk—
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Newland has a
point of order.

Mr SNELLING (Playford): My question is to the The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: Mr Speaker, | knowth.atyou are
Minister for Consumer Affairs. Minister, following your Just waiting for a point of order from me to paint out that
temporary ban in May on the sale of yoyo balls, how carfisplays are indeed out of (_)rder. waously, the toy boys on
parents like myself be reassured that toys such as these wil€ front bench are displaying their dummy.
not end up back on the market endangering children, and The SPEAKER: In some measure, | have to agree with
what other dangerous products should a family like mine béhe member for Newland that it is not necessary for any
aware of? member, the Attorney-General included, to display balls, or,

The SPEAKER: The Minister for Consumer Affairs.  for that matter, his dummy, to make a point. But it could be,

Mr BRINDAL: | rise on a point of order, Mr Speaker. | | guess, in some other honourable members’ opinion, an
believe that, under standing orders, displays are irregular iPPropriate piece of apparel.
this place, and the Minister for Consumer Affairs appearsto The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: The toy can be opened, as
be playing with something resembling a yoyo as he answerswill demonstrate, exposing small children to batteries,

PRODUCT SAFETY

a question. circuitry and sharp edges of the electronic mechanism. The
The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON (Minister for Consumer Office of Consumer and Business Affairs is concerned that

Affairs): | have decided to— parents of older children may give these dummies to newborn
Members interjecting: to three-year-old children or that young children could pick
The SPEAKER: Order! them up without knowing the risk they pose. The toys should

The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: | have decided to ban the Nnot be given to babies under any circumstances.
sale of yoyo balls permanently in South Australia, because Mr BRINDAL: | rise on a point of order, Mr Speaker.
they are a danger to children. They can choke children, injur8ir, | am mindful of your ruling today in respect of the
their eyes, and there can be a severe reaction to their liquigbnduct of the media in this place. | simply ask you this: as
content if the ball bursts. There are many variations of thé understand the standing order in respect of displays, it is to
toys being targeted, including yoyo water hammer balls, yoy@liscourage inappropriate behaviour in this house and our
sports balls, yoyo smile balls, yoyo meteoric balls and yoy@ulling stunts. A photographer in this gallery has been
light balls. One of these balls can reach right across thghotographing—as is their right—the Attorney on his feet
chamber and smack the member for Unley in the chops! while he was conducting a display. Sir, | ask you whether the

Members interjecting: publication of that photo subsequently is orderly or appropri-

The SPEAKER: Order! ate.

The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: They are generally arubber ~ The SPEAKER: Order! Can | say at the outset that | am
ball attached to a long synthetic rubber cord with a small looot privy to the questions members choose to ask—or at least
at the end. The balls are usually filled with liquid. | am told very seldom am |. More particularly though, whatever
a South Australian child has suffered a serious eye injury agiembers choose as apparel or other adornment on their body
a result of playing with one of these toys. Reports fromis something over which the chair has very little control in
interstate have seen a little boy swinging the ball andtanding orders. | have already made the point that, should the
elasticised cord around his body. It then went too high and\ttorney-General regard the dummy as an appropriate piece
wrapped around his neck four times, cutting off his circu-of personal apparel, he is entitled to wear it. Equally, if he
lation. The boy’s face turned blue, and he started screamingyants to play with his elastic balls, that is a matter for him.
alerting his father, who was able to remove the cord. Théleave the house and the public to judge the relevance of such
boy’s father is convinced that his son would have suffocategonduct.
but for his swift intervention. The Hon. P.F. CONLON: | rise on a further point of

A Western Australian fair trading official developed a rashorder, Mr Speaker. As what some may consider to be an
near his eyes after splashing his face with some of the liquidlustration of gross hypocrisy, | point out that the member for
contained within the yoyo ball during an investigation intoBright (what a misnomer!) has raised the headline of a
the toy’s safety. newspaper above the level of his desk in a deliberate attempt
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to display it. He has been doing this throughout questiortosts for their airfares, accommodation, meals, indemnity
time. It does not bother me, but the hypocrisy does. costs, etc.

The SPEAKER: Order! | note the point made by the  The other issue | raised was the circumstances that led to
honourable minister. Again, it is a matter for the member tahe practising rights of a GP-anaesthetist—that is,
decide how they wish to be seen or obscene. Dr Goodman—to practise at the Mount Gambier private and
public hospitals. On Friday 11 July, Mr Ken McNeil, the
Chief Executive Officer of the hospital, sent a letter to
Dr Goodman pointing out that, as from next Monday—that
is, forthwith—his practising rights had been terminated. |

MINISTERS, REMARKS quoted in the house today a paragraph of that letter which
. . indicated that there were some practice issues which he was

The Hon. P.L. WHITE (Minister for Education and  going to raise with Dr Goodman (but he did not because he
Children’s Services): | seek leave to make a personal haq terminated his services) and which he thought precluded
explanation. him from being able to practise in the hospital. The real issue

Leave granted. _ is: if the issue was important enough to terminate the practice

The Hon. P.L. WHITE: | need to apologise to the house. rights of the doctor in the hospital, then the head of anaesthet-
In answering a question from the member for Flinders, lics the college of GPs and the college of anaesthetists should
thought she said ‘Kangaroo Island’. However, | was adviseghaye been told about it.
that she said “Port Lincoln’. So my answer referred to the  \yhen those parties tried to find out what the issue was,
Kangaroo Island review. However, | will get the proper ey could not get any information from Mr Ken McNeil. |
information for the Port Lincoln issue about which the ynderstand that even Dr Goodman cannot find out exactly
honourable member was referring. | apologise to the housghat the issue is. So we have what appears to be a mysterious

I misheard. issue which has precluded the doctor from being able to
practise in the hospital. However, the basis for which he is
GRIEVANCE DEBATE being dismissed cannot be revealed to anyone. That is a
breach of natural justice and medical practice because, if
HOSPITALS, MOUNT GAMBIER there are genuine practice issues, then they should be

immediately reported to the appropriate college so that action
The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Deputy Leader of the could be taken. That is why | have asked for the full investi-
Opposition): | wish to follow up on matters | raised in gation by the minister.
question time today. The first matter is the extentto whicha  Time expired.
significant number of resident medical specialists at Mount
Gambier have been driven out of the hospital through non- IRAQ
renewal of their contracts by the state government and by
other circumstances. | will highlight other circumstances that Mr CAICA: It is post-war Irag, and the coalition of the
have driven at least one or two of them out. As a result, dibbing is working overtime to shore up its post-war rhetoric.
very significant cost has been incurred in bringing in a largdlair is feeling the heat of the probing Hutton inquiry over
number of locum medical specialists to replace the resideribe ‘sexed up’ dossier claim, with his Chief of Staff resigning
ones. | have raised in this house before the approximatend the Defence Secretary about to fall on his sword. Both the
cost—and | know it is only approximate, because you ardush and Blair camps in the era of pre-emptive warfare are
dealing with different professions and areas of specialisgpushing the ‘no proof but we had to act’ line, as stated by US
tion—of a locum is about $1 000 a day. On top of that, therdDeputy Defence Secretary Paul Wolfowitz in his defence of
are the airfares to fly the person in or out, or the car expensesurky intelligence. One wonders how a western country,
to bring them in. There is invariably a car rental cost, becausguch as Australia, would react to such a rationale if we were
they are normally given a car whilst they are there. There arto bear a sustained attack from another country. Mr Blair and
also their hotel and meal costs, in many cases their medicMr Bush have both resorted—in the face of a lack of
indemnity costs, as well as other costs on top of that. This igvidence for WMDs—to the ‘history will prove us right’ line,
a substantial cost. Indeed, under some circumstances the extvhich is a justification for war, and in no way do | seek to
costs could amount to about $600 to $800 a day, or it magxcuse the horrors of the past regime in Irag, which is
even be more if the medical specialist has had to fly t@nalogous to murdering one’s wife on the suspicion of her
Adelaide for one day of service. having an affair on the balance alone of statistical probability.
The medical records of the Mount Gambier hospital show These reactions are nothing new. The need for a war has
that on 83 sessions in just two months locum specialisoften given the theory of truth short shrift. The major problem
services were used, either the specialist surgical services far Mr Blair, though, is the dramatic decline in his popularity,
the anaesthetists’ services. That is a huge input from outsidghere public mistrust has Labour MPs calling for his
Mount Gambier, and it is a very considerable cost. | estimateesignation. While the truth—as-casualty march has had a
that the extra costs over and above using resident medickgsser effect on Mr Bush, it has been a contributing factor in
specialists might be in the range of $250 000 to $500 000 his record low public approval rating. The overseas post-Iraq
year. Of course, if that is the case, that is a direct reductiorssue of truth has not been reflected in Australian polling on
in the services available to people at Mount Gambier. Thathe issue of possible deception, with 67 per cent of those
results in a significant cut indeed to surgical services apolled stating that they believe they have been knowingly
Mount Gambier and surrounding areas. That is why | askedhisled by the Howard government over Iraq's WMDs.
the question of the minister today—to determine exactly what Unlike its overseas counterparts, the Howard govern-
those circumstances were in terms of what was the total cogtent’s popularity has not been diminished by this belief. This
of bringing in locum services and what were the additionals an interesting and disturbing phenomenon. Federal Labor
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squabbles have not helped, but there is more to this. It igver in the past, coupled with the fact that the South Aust-
disturbing because the Howard government has tapped intalian government is not spending any extra money on the
the mantra of freedom, racism and terrorism to an increasingiver, after the River Murray tax, which was announced
ly nervous Australian electorate in order to shore up itearlier this year, and that will amount to its total contribution.
support. The federal government is not averse to playing the On the visit to the Lower Murray regions (and you, sir,
fear card. We all know the well-documented stories of thevould be very interested in this, | noted some serious
children overboard and the unanswered questions surroundidgficiencies in how the money is being spent—or not being
the SIEV X disaster. spent. Mannum, a major town in my electorate, is recognised
The Howard government has refused to comprehensivelgs the heartland of the houseboat tourism industry—an
confront the issue of the validity of the real threat of WMDsindustry that is a very special part of the tourist strategy
(as is bedevilling the Blair government at the moment), asicross the state. Taking into account the large pleasure boat
well as denying any knowledge of the ‘sexed up’ revelationsindustry and the subsequent amount of waste which that
This pivotal information was passed on by the Blair govern-generates, | was appalled to discover no pump-out station
ment to the Bush administration. Is Howard asking us tdetween Mannum and Swan Reach, which is 96 kilometres
believe that this information was not handed to the ONA orof the river!
to his office? Given the revelations coming out of the Hutton =~ Most users of the river are very conscious and responsible
inquiry, and the communication lines on intelligence betweembout the proper disposal of their black water—that is their
the Coalition of the Willing, it would be fanciful to suggest toilet sewerage water—into these waste stations, but a lack
that the full story was not available to the Howard of pump-out stations in one of the most heavily used areas of
government. the river is appalling. We hear all the rhetoric, the passionate
Has our boundary rider for the alliance of US andspeeches and the beating of chests about saving the Murray,
Australian interests any further rich veins of internationalyet here we do not have the most basic of needs—a pump-out
adventurism to further divert public focus from pressingstation. A houseboat could be up to 48 kilometres from its
domestic issues? We know of our deputy sheriff's role fomearest pump-out station, which would take an average
North Korea. There appears to be another avenue fdrouseboat up to six hours to get to just to empty the toilet. So,
exploitation in regard to possible missile attacks on commerguess what happens? Guess what could happen? What are
cial aircraft. According to a report ifhe Australian, Qantas ~ you asking to happen?
chief Geoff Dixon appeared at odds with the Prime Minister's  To be environmentally responsible, the government must
view that missile attacks on Australian commercial aircraftprovide more options for the houseboat industry. | know that
are probably greater than the threat of hijacking. Mr Tonguethe Mid-Murray Council has sought assistance to provide a
the head of Transport Security for the federal Transporpump-out station at Walker Flat which is halfway between
Department, sided with Mr Dixon’s view. Was Mr Howard Mannum and Swan Reach and which could simply connect
merely uninformed over this? into the local STED scheme. That is already there and it is not
| contend that the truth is catching up with the Howarda very big deal. | am also very concerned about the grey
government. As these big picture events recede, we seevéter, that is, the water other than the sewerage, such as
similar approach to the truth of domestic issues that charagvater from the sink and the laundry, that houseboats and
terised the approach to national security issues. The depuggher pleasure craft release directly into our waterways,
sheriff’s badge is looking tarnished; the security blanket igparticularly those boats that do not move very far.
looking threadbare. We have the ethanol affair, the lament- Some seem to be permanently moored along the river
able Wilson Tuckey affair and the revealed facade ofank, as you, sir, would know. During the parliamentary
Howard’s ministerial code of conduct, the fudging by Tonyrecess, | saw a waste water disposal system that is being
Abbott as to when he instigated the ‘Hanson fund’ and théleveloped in Mannum, and | am full of praise for those
attacks on the credibility of the ABC. The wheels of theéfforts. The invention treats the grey water from a houseboat
federal government are starting to fall off. As many commenin an extra pod under the houseboat. It has been almost fully
tators in the press have observed, a complacent governmetsted on one of the river’s largest boats. This seems a major
a government of half truths is gradually being found out. step forward in an important environmental area which is
In my next contribution | wish to speak about the long-directly affecting the river but which is struggling for
term impact that the Prime Minister and his governmengompletion due to lack of government support—in fact, there
ministers, with their half truths, their denial of the truth, has been no government support.
rewriting of the truth and their circumvention of the truth, | should have thought that this would be an obvious

will have on the value that Australians hold most dear—thaproject for the government to support financially, as it has
being honesty. direct consequences for the health of the river, but these

valiant inventors are yet to receive any support at all. You

MURRAY RIVER may be aware of this, sir, but, if not, | am happy to provide

you with the details. These two minor but important initia-
Mr VENNING (Schubert): During the parliamentary tives have obvious and immediate effects upon our river and
recess | was able to visit much of my electorate, and a vergre minor in price compared to many other projects. They
important part of it is the River Murray. | was a guest of thealso would help our tourism industry to maintain its clean and
Boating Industry Association on a fact-finding tour from thegreen image. All these developments would provide a win for

Murray Mouth right up to Morgan. | certainly welcomed the everyone.

recent announcement by the federal government, together | call on the government to show some direct and decisive

with the South Australian, New South Wales and Victorianaction with some of the Murray funding, not just the rhetoric
governments, to spend $500 million on the River Murray.of the past. | was amazed to make inquiries in America about
However, | am very guarded in my enthusiasm. | have beetreatment of grey water plants. One of the people said, ‘We
very sceptical about how the money has been spent on thenderstand there is a person in Australia with an invention
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that is actually working. How amazed and embarrassed | wa€hristie Downs all day on Saturday. There was face painting,
to be told that this invention was in South Australia and,an animal farm and a show ring. There were callisthenics and
indeed, Mannum. | have been to inspect this project, and @ym displays, a pet show, which was judged by the member
is a great project, and it does work. | understand also that thier Kingston and the member for Mawson, and | had the
government has been funding an interstate project similar tpleasure of judging the cooking and craft displays.
this one, which will not work because it operates on a The Minister for the Southern Suburbs has asked me to
completely different system. pass on his enjoyment of the show and his congratulations to
I would ask the government, if it does not know about this the Community House on its initiative. In concluding, | again
to please find out about it and back it because this is vergongratulate Letitia Broadstock for her initiative in recognis-
vital to keeping our River Murray clean; and it will bring life ing that Christie Downs community needed a local show. |

back to the Murray. would like to thank the City of Onkaparinga Council,
particularly Joanne Purvis from the Pathways for Families
CHRISTIE DOWNS COMMUNITY HOUSE Committee; the board of management of Christie Downs

Community House for their amazing efforts; Molly Wakely,

Ms THOMPSON (Reynell): | have to report that on  from the South Australian Housing Trust; and the staff of the
Saturday last | was very pleased to attend the third annudloarlunga Health Village.
Christie Downs Community House show day. This is not a
sort of display day for the house: itis, in fact, a very import- COUNTRY SPEED LIMITS
ant initiative from community members in Christie Downs
to provide children of the area with an opportunity to  Mr MEIER (Goyder): Yesterday | highlighted the fact
participate in a show. Three years ago, when the Christithat | had the community cabinet in my electorate during the
Downs Community House was having a planning day, ongarliamentary break, and | appreciated that. One thing | did
of the volunteers from the centre said, ‘What we really needhot get to highlight was that one of the deputations | had was
around here is a show, because there are so many familieswith the Minister for Transport, the Hon. Michael Wright, in
this neighbourhood who cannot afford to take their childrerrelation to speed limits. | took up with him the fact that there
to the show. When the children are at school and everyoneas considerable concern from constituents of mine—and
else is talking about what they did at the show, they have talso from me—as to the reduction to 100 km/h in certain
keep quiet. areas on Yorke Peninsula. | have not received a response

Letitia Broadstock’s perception is very important: it back: | trust that the minister is still working through and,
indicates a really good understanding of how children whdopefully, will increase the speed on some of those roads to
live in poverty have to manage at school. Not only doesl10.
Letitia understand this issue, she decided to do something | would highlight particularly a section of the coast road
about it. The Community House committed to undertakingnorth of Ardrossan, where we have just had some passing
a show. It worked with the City of Onkaparinga, the Noar-lanes installed to make it an even safer road and it is still 100.
lunga Health Village and the Housing Trust to mount a showA constituent of mine was booked there last week by an
and has done so for the last three years. The first year | wenhmarked police car, doing 115. He indicated to me when he
just before lunch time. It was a horrible, rainy day and, onceang soon thereafter that he was very upset that he had not
again, the Crows were playing in the afternoon, so | wasoticed any change in speed sign. He had seen the 110 but not
really surprised to see just how many people were thereseen the 100. He said that he had the speed control setat 114,
There were cars everywhere, children everywhere, grandhe police got him at 115, and he let me know soon thereafter
parents, parents and everyone. The place was absolutelhat he thought of the new lower speed limit. | hope that the
packed, and from that excellent beginning the show haminister is going to take action and will at least have
continued to grow so that last weekend again the roads wersiformity of speed, because it is becoming particularly
clogged and the oval was full of people enjoying themselveslifficult to work out whether you are in a 100 or a
and being a community. 110 zone—and, in the city, whether you are in a 50 or a

| cannot give any report on the numbers of people whd0 zone.
attended, because the volunteers who ran the show were so Yours truly got picked up on Peacock Road either last
busy providing all the services that they did not actually stopveek or the week before. | got a letter to say that | was doing
and count people through the various entrances, of whicB4 in a 50 kilometre zone. To be quite honest, | did not realise
there were many. It was quite open: it was free to attendhat that was a 50: | suppose | should have looked at the signs
People were able to buy tickets for rides and food for $1 oand not at the road. This is one of the problems: you tend to
$2 a ticket. In terms of an indication of the attendance, | knowook at signs now, and not at other road users, and | do not
that one of the community organisations assisted children tthink that augurs well for safety. It is very disappointing that
decorate about 800 door hangers. Those were the childreve have gone down the track of a place like Sydney, which
who were in the door hanging decorating ages, they weris totally confusing. | would have thought that Adelaide had
accompanied by younger children in pushers, and | waene of the best zoned areas for speed in Australia. There are
pleased to see many teenagers there. some other things | wish to highlight, away from the

For the last two years there has been a bungee run, whigt@mmunity cabinet.
has been the sort of activity that challenged some of the The Bute Sporting Club had its opening back in, | think,
young people who often find themselves marginalised and dduly. It has extended its premises considerably and | want to
not really feel that they are part of the community. Besidexompliment all who were involved in the extensions to that
the bungee run there was a Ferris wheel, a hurdy-gurdyglub: they have worked very hard over many years, but
camel ride, horse ride, and the food included fairy floss. | anparticularly in the last six to 12 months. It was wonderful that
sure that you, Sir, appreciate the magic of seeing fairy flosthey could host the A Grade grand final this last Saturday
being made, which is what was available to the families obetween Paskeville and the Curramulka/Minlaton/Stansbury
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Crows. For those awaiting with interest, it was the CMSAustralians in a festival environment that embraces positive
Crows who won, beating Paskeville very convincingly. It messages about health, education, sports and visual and
basically was the Crows colours, and Paske happen to haperforming arts. Each event is a three-day celebration and
the black and white, so it was almost a reflection of interstateéncludes staged performances by students from participating
It was a great match, and | would pay compliments to thosechools and community groups. This year the Port Augusta
who were playing. festival hosted approximately 30 schools.
The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: What was the score? Crocfest was all about learning and fun for kids in the
Mr MEIER: It was a significant victory in the end. We whole community, with everyone coming together in the
certainly had our fair share of rain during the match, too. spirit of reconciliation. The festival celebrated the benefits of
The Hon. M.J. Atkinson interjecting: a healthy lifestyle and provided a unique opportunity for
Mr MEIER: They were not in the grand final. Can | pay Students to work collaboratively with their schools and
compliments to the others, because it is not only A Grade th&@ommunities towards positive goals. There were many
plays but B Grade, which Kadina won, and also the senioflisplays, and | mention one in particular from the Department
colts, junior colts and the netball, which are all very import-0f Administrative Services, where | was able to participate
ant. It was a great day in Bute: thank you very much for thén a guess-the-distance competition, and another where
way you hosted it. The Wallaroo Pistol Club had the inter-participants could attempt to reassemble the internal organs
national match titles a couple of months ago, and | wa®fthe human body. That was a very interesting exercise and,
pleased to be able to officiate at and open that event. It wagfortunately, | was more successful at guessing the distance
state titles, but even people from outside the state came @ the line than reassembling the anatomy!
compete. There was excellent weather on the Saturday and Port Augusta Secondary School practically closed down
Sunday, and it is great that Wallaroo is held in such higtor the day so that it could open a languages tent, and it also
standing throughout the state for its pistol shooting. In facthad many stalls with goods that the students had made for
there is much happening in my electorate. sale for fundraising. One of the teachers remarked that the
Gregory’s Wines, the makers of the famous Barley Staclstudents were willingly working through recess and lunch to
wines, had their open day, from which all money went to thePrepare items for sale. She also said, with a little bit of tongue
Central Yorke Peninsula Hospital, and many thousands wet8 cheek, that they were so motivated and engaged in the
raised. Their number one and two bottles for this year raisedgstival that it would be good to see them also motivated that

I think, over $1 000 each. It was a compliment to Rod andvay in studies! o _
Tony Gregory. As | mentioned at the beginning of my remarks, the major

focus of this inspirational event was learning to respect
CROCFEST yourself and your culture by encouraging young students to
realise that they can be anything they want to be—that they
Ms BEDFORD (Florey): In the first week of September can make what they want to of their lives. One of the major
| was honoured to be invited to represent the Minister fordisplays showcased scores of professions and jobs from
Youth at this year's Crocfest held in Port Augusta, whichwhich children could choose as their goals in life. The event
celebrated with the theme ‘Respect yourself, respect yolis drug and alcohol free, and | was able to speak to another
culture. | was able to deliver the minister’s message prior tdamous John Howard, this one being Dr John Howard from
the evening’s performances. Also present was the federghe Ted Noffs Foundation. He takes a great interest in the
Indigenous Affairs Minister the Hon. Philip Ruddock. As he wellbeing of young people on behalf of his organisation, and
spoke of reconciliation that evening, it occurred to me that thélook forward to discussing other initiatives of the foundation
Prime Minister said recently that no-one asked him to say haith him at a later date.
was sorry any longer. Indigenous people | speak to say that At Crocfest there were also many successful indigenous
they have stopped asking him because they have given uple models, including AFL player Michael Long; Torres
hope that he will ever say it or even understand why it is s@trait Islander musician Eddie Peters; Jimmy Little, who is
important for him to apologise. Perhaps indigenous peopla nationally and internationally acclaimed vocalist known for
should start asking him to apologise again, every time thejytis country music; and ATSIC commissioner Klynton
see him or minister Ruddock. | am sure it is still an importantwanganeen. Also present were indigenous police officers,
thing for them to do. ambulance workers, health workers, representatives from
Also present was Damien Amamoo of Nunga IT andcorrections, people from the universities and the defence
Shirley Peisley and Tricia Cronin of Reconciliation Southforce; the list went on and on.
Australia. | am lucky enough to sit on that committee with the  While speaking of how important role models are for
member for Hartley, who represents the opposition. loung people, | acknowledge our own South Australian
represent the state minister for indigenous affairs. Mr Peterailblazer, Ms Nyrell Pattell, who is 48 years of age and a
Buckskin, CEO of the Department of Aboriginal Affairs and grandmother of eight. She recently became the first Abori-
Reconciliation, was also there. He is also a member of thginal person to gain a masters degree in social science,
Reconciliation Council. Ted Mullighan is co-chair with graduating from the University of South Australia on
Shirley Peisley, and | know that they are working on anl September. Nyrell has since started working on her
exciting new agenda with their board and others. doctorate, which she expects to finish in 2005. Nyrell is an
This is the second time that | have been able to attendutstanding role model for all indigenous people, particularly
Crocfest since being elected. It was first held in 1998 ayoung women. Her passion for and dedication to strive for
Weipa in Queensland, and it is one of a series of, | thinkexcellence and her pursuit for equity for her community are
seven performing arts festivals held annually in rural andadmirable. | wish her all the best in her studies and know that
remote areas of Australia for the benefit of young people. Ishe is committed to improving the outcomes of indigenous
is very similar to the rock eisteddfod in the city. The aim of people. With her masters degree behind her, | hope Nyrell
Crocfestis to engage young indigenous and non-indigenouwsill continue to work in the health area and be instrumental
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in forging desperately needed changes to create much-needegbort. | seek leave to have the balance of the second reading
improvements for indigenous people both here in the city andxplanation inserted intdansard without my reading it.
in regional and remote areas. Leave granted.

Time expired. Background
When criminal organisations, such as those commonly referred to
as “outlaw motorcycle gangs”, fortify premises, this poses a serious
problem for law enforcement agencies and is an unwanted intrusion
by these organisations into our communities.

If police officers cannot enter premises swiftly to execute war-
rants, for example, the criminals who occupy these fortresses are

SITTINGS AND BUSINESS given an opportunity to conceal or destroy evidence of their criminal
behaviour.
The Hon. P.F. CONLON (Minister for Infrastructure): Members would be aware of the establishment of heavily
| move: fortified clubrooms by a number of these motorcycle gangs in resi-

. . . dential areas. There have been violent attacks on these premises,
That for the remainder of the session, standing orders be so f@hyolving firearms and explosives. In the worst of these incidents,

suspended as to provide— people were killed as a result of a confrontation near one gang’s
(A) that— _ ' headquarters in the city.
() unless otherwise ordered, the house sits oneach Monday This Government believes firmly that law-abiding people should
at2p.m.; and not be forced to share with violent criminals the streets in which they

(i) unless otherwise ordered, the motion for adjournment onlive. Our suburbs and towns should be havens for families, not for
Mondays is moved not later than 10 p.m. and, if the organised criminal gangs.
motion is moved before thattime, it may be debated; and On 4 December last year the Government tabled a draft of the
(B) that private members’ business has precedence over all oth&atutes Amendment (Anti-fortification) Bill for public comment.
business as follows— As members will recall, this Bill amended tBevel opment Act
@ on Wednesdays for two hours after grievances—bills,1993 and theSummary Offences Act 1953 to give effect to an
motions with respect to committees (including reports ofelection commitment of the Government to enact laws to prevent
committees) and motions for disallowance of regulations;motorcycle gangs from turning their clubrooms into suburban

and fortresses and, where such fortresses have been constructed, laws to
(i)  on Thursdays from 10.30 a.m. to 1 p.m.—Other Motions; empower the police to demolish fortifications preventing their
provided that— access.

(a) notices of motion take priority over orders of the day unless_ . The Government took the unusual step of tabling a draft of the
otherwise ordered: and Bill to ensure stakeholders, in particular local government, had an

(b) if all business in (ii) is completed before 1 p.m. the sitting of opportunity to examine the Bill and provide comments. Consultation
the house is suspended until 2 p.m occurred and, as a result, a number of amendments were made to the
o Bill. The Bill was subsequently introduced but lapsed at the close of

Motion carried. the last session.
Development Act amendments
STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION Part 2 of the Bill amends thBevelopment Act 1993.

Clause 4 amends section 4 of the Act to insert a definition of
- . “fortification”, being the definition to be inserted into tBemmary
The Hon. P.F. CONLON (Minister for Infrastructure): Offences Act 1953 by the amendments contained in Part 3 of the Bill.
I move: Further amendments to section 4 then incorporate the creation of

That standing orders be and remain so far suspended as to enaffigfifications into the definition of “development”. e
The effect of this will be that the construction of fortifications,

the restoration and introduction of government bills before the : p ok
Address in Reply is adopted. as defined, will become a category of development within the mean-

ing of the Development Act 1993 and thus require development

Motion carried. approval.
As the Government made clear when the draft Bill was tabled,
STATUTES AMENDMENT (ANTI- these new laws are not intended to prevent or frustrate law abiding
members of the public from taking reasonable steps to secure their
FORTIFICATION) BILL homes, community or business premises. The definition of fortifi-

cation has been drafted so as to include only those structures or
The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General) devices that are either designed or intended to prevent or impede
obtained leave and introduced a bill for an act to amend thpolice access to premises or which actually do so and are excessive

Development Act 1993 and the Summary Offences Act 1954n the circumstances. The installation, for genuine security reasons,
of common domestic or business security measures, such as standard

Read a first time. security locks, doors, window screens, bars or alarm systems, will
The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: | move: not be caught by these new provisions.
i hi : Clause 7 inserts a new section 37A into the Act.
.Tha-t this t?'” be now read a second time. ) Subsection 37A(1) provides that where a relevant authority (a
This bill, which lapsed at the close of the last parliamentarycouncil in most cases) has reason to believe that a proposed devel-
session, amends the Development Act and the Summagpmentmay involve the creation of fortifications as defined, the
u

: ) : thority must refer the application to the Commissioner of Police.
Offences Act to give effect to the governments election nder subsection (2), the Commissioner must determine whether the

promise to enact laws to prevent criminal organisations Sucgroposed development creates fortifications as defined. The Com-
as those known as outlaw motorcycle gangs fortifying theimissioner is authorised, under subsection (3), to seek further
clubrooms and other premises to prevent police access afitiormation, such as technical specifications from applicants to assist

to give the police the power in appropriate circumstances tBimL}gdtgflgilggEc?iitr(lar(rSH)inﬁg\?irr]lg made a determination that a pro-
require the removal or modification of fortifications where ;04 development is fortification, the Commissioner must direct the

they have been constructed. relevant authority either to:

Originally, the government tabled a draft of the bill in the - refuse the application, if the proposed development consists only

house to enable local councils and other interested parties to ©f fortifications; or iy
in any other case, impose conditions on the proposed develop-

review it and provide comments. A number of parties did so ment that prohibit creation of the fortifications.
and, as a result, some changes have been made to the bill. Ay applicant will have a right of appeal to the Environment,
These are summarised in the remainder of the second readiRgsources and Development Court against a direction of the
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Commissioner. Subsection 37A(7) provides that the Commissioner, Proposed section 74BI provides for the enforcement of a
not the relevant authority, is the respondent to any appeal, but thertification removal order. If the order has not been complied with,
relevant authority may be joined as a party with leave of the Courtand all objection and appeal rights have been exhausted, the
This provides a safeguard to ensure the Commissioner exercises fi@mmissioner may cause the fortifications to be removed or
power of direction appropriately and that undue or inappropriaténodified to the extent required by the order. In doing so, the

pressure cannot be brought against council officers. Commissioner, or any police officer authorised by the Commis-
Summary Offences Act amendments sioner, may enter the subject premises without warrant and use any

Part 3 of the Bill amends th@&ummary Offences Act 1953to insert ~ aSSistance or equipment necessary. To defray the costs associated

anew Part 16. with enforcing an order, the Commissioner may seize and dispose

i ; ; : ; . -0f anything that can be salvaged in the course of removing or
The provisions contained in Part 16 will authorise the Police®! amyt by : h
Commissioner to apply to the Magistrates Court for an order, ﬂgdsl?gpeg the fortifications, the proceeds of which are forfeited to

“fortification removal order”, which is directed at the occupier or The © o dditional deb
occupiers of fortified premises, requiring the removal or modificatio e Commissioner may recover any additional costs as a debt

of the fortifications. If the order is not complied with, the Commis- "M the person who caused the fortifications to be constructed. In
sioner is given the power to have the fortifications removed of"€ eventthat the owner of the fortified premises is an innocent party,
modified, and to recover the costs of doing so from the person df that he or she is not responsible for the construction of the
persons who caused the fortifications to be constructed. ortifications, the owner may, under proposed section 74BK, recover
The provisions allow for the owner or occupiers of the fortified € réasonable costs associated with repair or replacement of

; ; ; ; property damaged, owing to the fortifications or the enforcement of
g;%?r:sfesngg\%?lgféet? and ultimately appeal the issue of the fOI’tIfIan removal order, from any person who caused the fortifications to

Proposed section 74BB lays down the procedure to be followe e constructed.

o ; i Under proposed section 74BJ, any person who obstructs
by the Commissioner when seeking a fortification removal order, an ; ; i ot o '
specifies the grounds on which an order may be issued. %terferes with or delays the removal or modification of fortifica-

Und bsecti the C. o v to the M tions, by either the owner or the Commissioner, is guilty of an
naer subsection one, the Lommissioner may apply 10 the Magigtance and liable to imprisonment for six months or a $2 500 fine.
strates Court for the issuing of a fortification removal order. This Schedule

application may be made, and heaaxiparte.

The Court may issue a fortification removal order only where it
is satisfied that the premises named in the application are “fortified
as defined, and either, the fortifications have been constructed h . s
erected in contravention of tH2evelopment Act 1993 or there are placing outmoded language and removing obsolete provisions.
reasonable grounds to believe the premises are being, have been rConcIusmn

are to be used for or in connection with the commission of, to con1N€ absence of laws either preventing the construction of, or
ceal or to protect the proceeds of, a serious criminal offence authorising the removal of, excessive fortifications has allowed

"Serious criminal offence" is defined, in proposed section 74|3Acriminal gangs to construct fortresses in our suburbs and towns. This

A : - s something this Government will not tolerate.
to mean an indictable offence oran oﬁenqe prescribed by re_g.ulat_lo hese anti-?ortification laws, once enacted, will be amongst the
e e SeohaguahestIn Autal. il il o ongerbe ale f concel
L et - : NUNGiheir illegal activities inside urban fortresses, safe in the knowledge
criminal investigations or the safety of police operatives or infor-

h . ; -that police and other law enforcement agencies are unable to enter.
mants is not compromised, the Court may, having regard to puth:h : e - h
interestimmunity, declare information relevant to the application to_ ;{he Polg:e (%ommlssmn(?r will be abl%tc;] pre\/llegt thglconsrt]ructlorr:
be Conﬁdential, thereby prOthItlng its disclosure. of these urban fortresses. If constructe , e wi e able to have the

. P ortifications removed or modified.
con?;}geéqulz%sﬁ(?osrﬁgggrz ﬁ]BCﬁJ’d?gg.rtmcanon removal order must Although these powers are extensive, they will be subject to
) : appropriate review and approval processes. These processes will

the grounds on which the order was issued; ensure the powers will be used appropriately and will not adversely
a statement directing the occupiers of the premises to remove gkfact ordinary members of the public.

modify the fortifications within the specified time (which must ) 1,4 went to the last election with a promise that, if elected, it

be no less than 14 days); would enact tough new laws to empower police to deal appropriately

a statement clearly explaining that unless the fortifications argi organised crime. Th&atutes Amendment (Anti-Fortification)
removed or modified as ordered by the Court, the Commissionegjj| gelivers on this promise.

is authorised to have the fortifications removed or modified, an | commend the Bill to the House

may recover the costs of doing so from any person who caused Explanation of élauses

the fortifications to be constructed; p PART 1

a person’s right to object to the issuing of the notice. PRELIMINARY

A copy of the affidavit verifying the grounds on which the order
is sought must be attached to the order unless the affidavit contai
information declared by the Court to be confidential.

Under proposed section 74BD, the order must be serveq, . h . . .
personally or by registered post on the occupiers and the owners ¢f1iS clause provides that the measure will come into operation on
the premises. If formal service is not possible, it shall be sufficien daY to be fixed by proclamation.
for the Commissioner to cause a copy of the order to be affixed to  Clause 3: Interpretation

In addition to the substantive amendments to the Development and
sSummary Offences Acts, the Schedule to the Bill further amends the
mmary Offences Act 1953 by dividing the Act into separate parts,

Clause 1: Short title
”ﬁﬂs clause is formal.
g Clause 2: Commencement
&

the premises at a prominent place, at or near the entrance. This clause is formal.
Proposed sections 74BE and 74BF provide the occupiers or PART 2
owners of the premises with the right to object to the order by filing AMENDMENT OF DEVELOPMENT ACT 1993

a detailed notice of objection with the Magistrates Court. On the Clause 4: Amendment of section 4—Definitions

hearing of a notice of objection, the Court must review the evidenc&his clause amends the definition section of Erevelopment Act

presented by the Commissioner and the person objecting ari®93 by inserting a new term, “fortification”, which is defined by

determine whether, on this evidence, the grounds for making areference to the meaning of "fortification" in Part 16 of Suenmary

order, being those set out in proposed section 74BB, are satisfie@ffences Act 1953 (as inserted by clause 8).

The Court is authorised to confirm, vary or withdraw the order. The definition of "development" is also amended by the insertion
In addition, under proposed section 74BG, both the Com-of "the creation of fortifications" as an additional class of develop-

missioner and the objector have a right to appeal the decision of thaent.

Magistrates Court on a notice of objection to the Supreme Court. An  Clause 5: Amendment of section 35—Special provisionsrelating

appeal lies as of right on a question of law and with permission ofo assessments against a Development Plan

the Court on a question of fact. The amendment made to section 35 by this clause establishes that
Once issued by the Court, the Commissioner may determine nat proposed development referred to the Commissioner of Police

to enforce a removal order, but must, under proposed section 74Bkinder section 37A on the basis that it may involve the creation of

lodge a notice of withdrawal with the court and serve a copy of thdortifications, will not be taken to be@mplying development under

notice on all persons served with a copy of the removal order.  the regulations and therefore will not be subject to the operation of
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subsection (1), by virtue of which a complying development must
be granted a provisional development plan consent.

Clause 6: Amendment of section 37—Consultation with other
authorities or agencies
This minor amendment to section 37 clarifies the meaning of
subsection (1).

Clause 7: Insertion of section 37A
Section 37A applies in relation to proposed developments involving
the creation of fortifications. If a relevant authority has reason to
believe that a proposed development may involve the creation of
fortifications, the authority must refer the development application
to the Commissioner of Police.

The Commissioner is required to assess the application to deter-
mine whether or not the proposed development involves the creation
of fortifications. The Commissioner must advise the relevant
planning authority of the determination as soon as possible.

The Commissioner may request further information from the
applicant before assessing the application.

If the Commissioner’s determination is that the proposed
development involves the creation of fortifications, the relevant
authority must either refuse the application (if the proposed devel-
opment consists only of the creation of fortifications) or impose
conditions prohibiting the creation of the fortifications. The
Commissioner is the respondent to any appeal against a refusal or
condition under subsection (5) but the relevant authority may, if the
Court permits, be joined as a party to the appeal.

PART 3

AMENDMENT OF SUMMARY OFFENCES ACT 1953

Clause 8: Insertion of Part 16
Clause 8 inserts a new Part into enmary Offences Act 1953. Part
16 deals with the regulation of fortifications and the powers of the
Commissioner of Police in relation to certain types of fortifications.

PART 16
FORTIFICATIONS

74BA. Definitions for Part 16
Section 74BA inserts some new definitions necessary for the
purposes of this measure. Some key terms include "fortification"”,
"fortification removal order" and "serious criminal offence".

74BB. Fortification removal order

This section provides that the Magistrates Court may issue a

fortification removal order if satisfied, on the application of the

Commissioner, that the application relates to fortified premises,

and that the fortifications have been created in contravention of

the Development Act 1993. An order may also be issued in
relation to fortified premises if there are reasonable grounds to
believe the premises are being used (or have been or are likely
to be used) for or in connection with the commission of a serious
criminal offence, to conceal evidence of a serious criminal
offence or to keep the proceeds of a serious criminal offence.

An order under this section may be issued oreamparte
application and is directed to the occupier of the premises. If
there is more than one occupier, the order is directed to any one
or more of the occupiers of the premises. The order requires the
named occupier or occupiers to remove or modify the fortifica-
tions.

The Commissioner must verify the grounds for the applica-
tion in an affidavit and may identify certain information provided
to the Court as confidential. If the Court is satisfied, having
regard to the principle of public interest immunity, that the
information identified as confidential should be protected from
disclosure, the Court must order that the information is not to be
disclosed to any other person, whether or not a party to the
proceedings. A person must not disclose information in respect
of which such an order has been made without the consent of the
Commissioner unless the disclosure has been authorised or
required by a court. A court must not authorise or require
disclosure of information without first having regard to the
principle of public interest immunity.

Proceedings in relation to an application under this section
may be heard in a room closed to the public.

74BC. Content of fortification removal order
This section prescribes the information that must be included in
a fortification removal order.

A fortification removal order must include—

- a statement that the fortifications must be removed or
modified within a certain period of time, which must not
be less than 14 days after service of the order;

- astatement of the grounds on which the order has been
issued (although this statement must not include informa-

tion that cannot be disclosed because of an order of the
Court);

- an explanation of the right of objection under section

74BE;

- an explanation of the Commissioner’s power to enforce

the order under section 74BlI.

A copy of the affidavit verifying the grounds of the appli-
cation for the order must be attached to the order unless the
affidavit contains information that has been identified as
confidential and cannot be disclosed because of an order of the
Court.

74BD.  Service of fortification removal order
A fortification removal order must be served on the occupier or
occupiers named in the order, and a copy of the order must be
served on the owner (unless the owner is an occupier named in
the order). Service of an order may be effected personally or by
registered post. However, if service cannot be promptly effected,
it is sufficient for the Commissioner to affix a copy of the order
to a prominent place close to the entrance of the premises.

74BE. Right of objection
A person on whom a fortification removal order has been served
is entitled to lodge a notice of objection with the Magistrates
Court. However, a notice of objection cannot be lodged if a
notice has already been lodged in relation to the order (unless
proceedings in relation to the earlier notice are discontinued).
The objector is required to include in the notice full details of the
grounds for the objection and must serve a copy of the notice on
the Commissioner personally or by registered post at least 7 days
before the hearing of the notice.

74BF. Procedure on hearing of notice of objection
Proceedings in relation to a notice of objection must, if con-
venient to the Court, be heard by the Magistrate who issued the
fortification removal order. After hearing evidence from the
Commissioner and the objector, the Court must confirm, vary or
withdraw the order after considering whether the grounds on
which an order may be issued (as stated in section 74BB(1)) have
been satisfied.

74BG. Appeal
Aright of appeal to the Supreme Court lies against a decision of
the Court on a notice of objection. The appeal lies as of right on
a question of law and with the permission of the Supreme Court
on a question of fact. Enforcement of a fortification removal
order is stayed until the appeal is finalised.

74BH. Withdrawal notice
The Commissioner must file a withdrawal notice with the Couirt,
and serve the notice on the owner and all relevant parties, if he
or she decides that a fortification removal order will not be
enforced.

74BI. Enforcement
If an order is not withdrawn by the Commissioner or the Court,
or set aside on appeal, and the fortifications are not removed or
maodified to the extent necessary to satisfy the Commissioner that
there has been compliance with the order, the Commissioner may
take action to enforce the order.

For the purposes of causing fortifications to be removed or
modified, the Commissioner, or an authorised police officer, may
enter the premises without warrant, obtain expert technical advice
or make use of any person or equipment he or she considers
necessary.

The Commissioner may seize anything that can be salvaged
in the course of removing or modifying fortifications. Anything
salvaged under this section may be sold or disposed of as the
Commissioner thinks appropriate. The proceeds of any sale are
forfeited to the State. If such proceeds are insufficient to meet
costs incurred by the Commissioner under this section, the costs
may be recovered from any person who caused the fortifications
to be created.

74BJ. Hindering removal or modification of fortifications
Under subsection (1) of section 74BJ, it is an offence to do
anything with the intention of preventing, obstructing, interfering
with or delaying the removal or modification of fortifications in
accordance with a fortification removal order. Subsection (1)
applies in relation to the removal or modification of fortifications
by a person who is the occupier or owner of the premises (or is
acting on the instructions of the occupier or owner) or is a person
who is acting in accordance with section 74BI.

78BK. Liability for damage
No action lies for damage to property resulting from enforcement
of a fortification removal order against the Crown or any person.
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However, an owner of premises is entitled to recover thelhe maximum penalty was imprisonment with hard labour for three
reasonable costs associated with repair or replacement @fonths. In 1953 the offence was changed from a vagrancy offence
property damaged as a consequence of the construction & an offence against public order. The 1953 offence was wider in
fortifications, or damage resulting from the enforcement of ascope than the old offence, in that anyone (not just vagrants) could
fortification removal order, from any person who caused thebe found guilty of the offence, and the offence could be committed
fortifications to be created. at any time of the day or night. The carrier of the offensive weapon
74BL. Delegation no longer had to give a good account of his or her means, but could
The Commissioner’s functions or powers under this Part may b@void conviction if he or she could prove that he or she had a lawful
delegated by the Commissioner to any police officer holding e&xcuse for carrying the weapon. The maximum penalty was three
rank not lower than that of inspector. Such delegation is subjednonths imprisonment or a £50 fine. This offence remains on our
to any limitations or conditions the Commissioner thinks it Statute books. Many people are charged with it. In 1985 the
proper to impose. maximum penalty was changed from three months to six months
74BM.  Application of Part imprisonment or a $2 000 fine, or both. In 2000, the maximum fine
Section 74BM provides that if the provisions of Part 16 of thewas increased to $2 500. .
Act are inconsistent with any other Act or law, the provisions of ~ In 1978, section 15 was expanded by the addition of new

Part 16 prevail. This section also provides that an application fopffences of manufacturing, dealing in or possessing a dangerous
approval under th®evelopment Act 1993 is not required in  article. The list of dangerous articles was revised with effect from

relation to work required by a fortification removal notice. 2000 when the prohibited weapons laws came into force. The maxi-
SCHEDULE mum penalty_for a dangerous article offence is 18 months impris-
Further Amendments to Summary Offences Act 1953 onment or a fine of $7 500 or both.

The Summary Offences Act 1953 is further amended by the The prohibited weapons provisions prohibit manufacturing,
Schedule, which repeals the italicised headings that appear throug#ealing in, possessing or using prohibited weapons. Prohibited
out the Act and substitutes Part headings. The new headings awéeapons are declared by tRemmary Offences (Dangerous Articles.
substantially the same as the existing headings. However, theggd Prohibited \eapons) Regulations 2000. These were drafted in
amendments have the effect of dividing the Act into separate Partgccordance with a resolution of the Australasian Police Ministers
which is consistent with the usual format of current legislation. TheCouncil that all Australian States and Territories should enact
Schedule also makes a number of additional amendments of a stat@@nsistent prohibited weapons legislation. The only defence to this
law revision nature. offence is that the person is exempted by, or under, the Act or by the

Regulations. The exemption must be proved by the accused person.
Mr BROKENSHIRE secured the adjournment of the The maximum penalty is two years imprisonment or a $10 000 fine
or both.
debate. There are also indictable offences of having custody or control
of an object intending to use it, or to permit or cause another to use
SUMMARY OFFENCES (OFFENSIVE WEAPONS) it, to kill, endanger life, cause grievous bodily harm or harm. The

AMENDMENT BILL maximum penalties are imprisonment of 10 years or five years,
depending on the intended degree of harm.
The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON  (Attorney-General) Of course, threatening with or using a weapon violently consti-

. . ; her off hich migh f I
obtained leave and introduced a bill for an act to amend tht%“fﬁi,g‘{‘m er offence, which might range from common assault to
Summary Offences Act 1953. Read a first time. The Government promised before and during the election cam-

The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: | move: paign to introduce legislation dealing with the carriage of knives in
s . or near licensed premises at night because it believes that there is a

That this bill be now read a second time. higher than usual risk of violence in and around licensed premises
The Summary Offences (Offensive Weapons) Amendmerit night time. Our intention is to supplement the existing preventive
Bill 2003 was introduced originally into the House of Weapons offences. A discussion paper was published about how the

: lection promise might be carried out. It was available on the Internet
Assembly on 26 March 2003 but lapsed when parliament w d was sent to many organisations and individuals. All liquor

prorogued. The bill has not been changed. The bill is to giv@icensees were notified through the Liquor and Gambling Commis-
effect to the government’s election promise to prohibit thesioner's newsletter to licensees. About 65 responses were received,
carrying of knives in or near licensed premises at night. Th@early all of them pointing out that there was a need for a defence

bill will provide for new aggravated offences of carrying an [ the proposed offence, otherwise many people going about their

. . ) .(ﬁédinary business, observing their religious or cultural requirements,
offensive weapon or possessing or using a dangerous artig¢ engaging in their usual recreational pursuits would be unfairly

in or in the vicinity of licensed premises at night. The captured. A number of useful submissions were received. The bill
proposed new offences are to be added to section 15 of th@w before the House was drafted after careful consideration of

i ubmissions.
Summary Offences Act 1953. These new offences will Carr)’f The new offences will apply to knives and to all other offensive

substantial maximum penalties of two years’ imprisonmentyeapons and to dangerous articles. Although knives have attracted

or afine of $10 000 or both. public attention, other weapons such as bottles, baseball bats and tyre
The government believes that there is a greater risk devers can be used with equally lethal or injurious results. The new

violence in and around licensed premises at night-timeoﬁences will not extend to prohibited weapons, as prohibited

. - eapons offences already carry a maximum penalty equal to that for
especially pubs, nightclubs and some types of clubs. Th e proposed new offences. With one exception, that penalty is the

offences under this bill are directed specifically at this risknaximum for an offence against tSsammary Offences Act.
and should discourage people from carrying any type of Details of the bill
weapon when they go to licensed premises at n|ght Theﬁ'l offensive weapon is defined in the Act as including arifle, gun,

: ot ; istol, sword, club, bludgeon, truncheon or other offensive or lethal
new offences will supplement the existing offences Int(:‘\nd(:"@eapon or instrument. Any thing can be an offensive weapon if the

to prevent the commission of crimes of violence with carrier intends to use it offensively. Thus, to give a few examples,
weapons. a baseball bat, a billiard cue, a screwdriver, a hammer, a picket, a
| seek leave to have the balance of my second readinigngth of pipe and a broken bottle have all been treated as offensive

i i ; ; N i weapons in appropriate circumstances. Dangerous articles are items
explanation inserted inlansard without my reading it. that are declared by i  Offences (Dangerous Articles and

Leave granted. Prohibited Weapons) Regulations 2000. They include, for example,

The simple offence of carrying an offensive weapon has a historglevices or instruments for emitting or discharging an offensive,
going back at least to the Engliskagrancy Act 1824. The early  noxious or irritant liquid, powder, gas or chemical that is capable of
South Australian offence was limited to a person being found bymmobilising, incapacitating or injuring another person either
night armed with an offensive weapon or instrument, and who, beinggemporarily or permanently, anti-theft cases, blow guns and
required to do so, did not give a good account of his means opayonets. In recent times, possession of capsicum spray has probably
support and assign a valid and satisfactory reason for being so armdaten the most commonly detected dangerous articles offence.
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“Carry” is already defined widely in the Act. A person is taken or supplied, and also did not have any reason to believe that he or she
to be carrying an offensive weapon if he or she has it on or about hiwas in such a place, then the accused person could be liable only to
or her person, or if it is under his or her immediate control. Thus, forconviction for the lesser offence of carrying an offensive weapon,
example, a person who has an offensive weapon in a hand bag or@am possessing a dangerous article, without lawful excuse. It would
a bicycle or motor cycle pannier or under the car seat would bée difficult for an accused person to prove this degree of ignorance
carrying it. “Possess” is of even wider meaning. However, for theof the facts of his location, as in nearly all cases it will be obvious.
purposes of the new aggravated offences, probably there will be littti&@he defence of ignorance against a charge of being in the vicinity of
practical difference between “possess” and “carry”. licensed premises is a little different. Because of the width of this

The factors that distinguish the proposed aggravated offencesffence, there will be a defence of not knowing that one is in the
from the existing offences of carry an offensive weapon or possesscinity of such premises. If this is proved, the accused person could
or use a dangerous article are location, time and penalty. be liable only to conviction for the lesser offence of carrying an

The new offences will apply to people who are in, or in the offensive weapon or possessing a dangerous article without lawful
vicinity of, any licensed premises at night. “Vicinity” is a word that excuse. For example, if a person who had a knife in his pocket
is used in many South Australian statutes. To some extent, it takesalked at 11 p.m. along Stephens Place, Adelaide, past the Queen
its meaning from the context. Its ordinary meaning as described iAdelaide Club, licensed premises that has no sign outside indicating
the seventh edition of the Concise Oxford Dictionary" isur- its name or nature, it is quite likely that he will be able to prove that
rounding district, nearness in place (to); close relationship (to)” . he did not know he was in the vicinity of premises at which liquor
Thus, a person who is in the street outside licensed premises is in thes sold or supplied. If he proved this, he could not be convicted of
vicinity of them. A person who is some distance away in the car parkhe aggravated offence that carries the maximum penalty of two
of the hotel would be in the vicinity of the hotel. years imprisonment or a $10 000 fine or both. But, unless he could

The new offences will extend to any licensed premises. Althouglalso prove that he had a lawful excuse for carrying the knife, he
we think that there is a generally higher risk of violence aroundwould be convicted of the offence of carrying an offensive weapon
certain licensed premises, it is not possible to define them in a legallwithout lawful excuse, an offence that carries a maximum penalty
and practically satisfactory way by reference to the type of licencesf six months imprisonment or a fine of $2 500 or both.
permits and authorisations held by the licensee of the premises and Existing provisions of th&mmary Offences Act will enable the
used at a particular time. For example, Members might be surpriselfolice to search people whom they reasonably suspect have a
to be informed that some premises that most people would caleapon and to seize the weapon. Subsection (2) of section 15 will
“pubs”, including some in Hindley and Rundle Streets, are notenable the Courts to order forfeiture of the weapon to the Crown if
operated under hotel licences. Also, there are premises that operake person is convicted.
under different licences, permits and authorisations at different times The new offences should discourage people from carrying any
of the day and night and a part of the premises might be operated dppe of weapon when they go to licensed premises at night. It should
a different licensing basis than another part. Special events thaiscourage people who are hanging around the outside of licensed
attract a large crowd of people, often young people, who are beingremises at night from having a weapon. The Police will have power
supplied with liquor, may be held once only, or only occasionallyto search for and confiscate weapons in these situations when appro-
and a licence is issued for the occasion. Also, the circumstances thattiate.
are thought to increase the risk of violence, particularly the | commend this bill to the House.
congregation at night of many people drinking alcohol, are some- Explanation of Clauses
times present at other licensed premises such as some restaurants andPart 1—Preliminary
places where wedding receptions and similar celebrations are held. Clause 1: Short title
The Government hopes that including all licensed premises will Clause 2: Commencement
make the new laws more effective. Clause 3: Amendment provisions

The time element will be night time and “night” is defined in the These clauses are formal.
bill to be between 9 pm and 6 am. This is the same as the definition Part 2—Amendment of Summary Offences Act 1953
used in theCriminal Law Consolidation Act 1935 for nocturnal Clause 4: Amendment of section 15—Offensive weapons, etc
offences. This clause inserts new subsections (1ba), (1bb) and (1bc) into

The prosecution would have to prove that the accused was carrgection 15 of the principal Act.
ing or possessed an offensive weapon or a dangerous article, that it Proposed subsection (1ba) provides for an aggravated offence
was night time as defined, and that the accused was in, or in thehere a person carries an offensive weapon or carries or uses a
vicinity of, licensed premises. The accused could exculpate himsetfangerous article—
by proving on the balance of probabilities that he had a lawful excuse at night; and
for carrying or possessing the offensive weapon or dangerous article. in, or in the vicinity of, licensed premises.

This will make what would otherwise be intolerably draconian  The maximum penalty for an offence under this subsection is a
legislation capable of fair and reasonable application. As the Higffine of $10 000, or imprisonment for a period of 2 years.

Court said in 1947 in the leading caseRdole v Wah Min Chan Proposed subsection (1bb) provides a defence to prosecution
about the equivalent defence of reasonable excuse, it entitles thmder new subsection (1ba), where the defendant did not know and
person who has the thing to explain his possession of it by referendead no reason to believe that he or she was in premises where liquor
to his knowledge and intent. Of course, the prosecution is at libertyvas sold or supplied, or, in the case of someone not actually in
to lead evidence to rebut, or to comment adversely on, the accuséidensed premises, that the defendant did not know that he or she was
person’s evidence of his claimed knowledge, reasons and intent. Tl the vicinity of premises where liquor was sold or supplied.

Court will weigh this all up and decide whether the accused person Proposed subsection (1bc) provides that the court may, on the
has proved the defence. trial of a person for a contravention of subsection (1ba), convict the

Examples of people who are likely to have a lawful excuse forperson of an offence under subsection (1) or (1b) of section 15 of the
carrying an offensive weapon in or in the vicinity of licensed principal Act if the court is satisfied the person is not guilty of the
premises include customers who are using a knife supplied by theffence charged, but is guilty of the lesser offence.
licensee for dining, chefs who are working, or going to or fromwork,  The clause also inserts definitions of "licensed premises" and
tradesmen called in to do repairs at night, people who are performintpight" into section 15 of the principal Act.
traditional dances or ceremonies at a celebration, such as sword
dances, and people who pass near a hotel or restaurant when going Mr BROKENSHIRE secured the adjournment of the
fishing. Any exemptions that apply to people who have pmhibiteddebate
wealpons will not be affected by this bill: those exemptions will still ’
apply.
ppCyarrying a weapon for self-defence is rarely a defence. The PASSENGER TRANSPORT (DISSOLUTION OF
courts, including the High Court, have ruled consistently that it is a THE PASSENGER TRANSPORT BOARD)
defence only if the accused can prove that he was in imminent AMENDMENT BILL
danger of attack.

If the accused person can prove a lawful excuse for carrying the o
weapon at night in? orinthe vi%inity of, licensed premises, t)rller%; no The Hon. M.J. W.RIGHT (Mm's.ter for Transport)
offence is committed. There is another partial defence that might b@btained leave and introduced a bill for an act to amend the
available to the accused, and that is ignorance. If the accused persBassenger Transport Act 1994 and to make related amend-
did not know that he or she was in premises where liquor was sold
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ments to the Road Traffic Act 1961 and the Superannuatiohhe definition of the "Board" will no longer be required. A new

Act 1988. Read a first time definition relating to the Passenger Transport Standards Committee
' . ) is to be included.
The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT: | move: Clause 5: Repeal of Part 2
That this bill be now read a second time. The Part relating to the constitution and proceedings of the Passenger

This bill was before parliament last session. It is now beingTr"’l(rélS{fl)J’sret gogjgsiﬁfj%gﬁgfﬁ:aﬂﬁ%to Part

restored in exactly the same format as it was previously. This  Clause 7: Substitution of heading to Part 3 Division 1
bill is about the abolition of the Passenger Transport Boardlhese are consequential amendments.

and in its place will be established the Office for Public  Clause8: Amendment of section 20—Functions of Minister under

. . . . . . - Act
Transport. The reasoning behind this piece of legislation i cTe functions of the Board are to be adopted by the Minister.

to ensure that good government can deliver on an integrated cjause 9: Repeal of section 21
transport policy, and we believe firmly that moving in this This is a consequential amendment. -
direction—establishing a specific office for public transport_ Clause 10: Amendment of section 22—Powers of Minister

P he powers of the Board are to be conferred on the Minister.
but having it under the department rather than the currert Clause 11: Amendment of section 23—Acquisition of land

arrangement—will be a much better policy position to deliver  ¢jause 12 Amendment of section 24—Power to carry out works
on public transport to all South Australians. References to the Board are to be replaced with references to the
| seek leave to have the remainder of the second explainister.

ation inserted irHansard without my reading it. Clause 13 Substitution of Part 3 Division 3 .
The department of the Minister will prepare an annual report relating

Leave granted. to the operation of the Act. The report will continue to include
This bill represents a further step in the re-casting of transporspecific reports on matters referred to in section 18J2f the Act.
policy-making and implementation within the South Australian The Minister will be able to establish committees in connection with
Government. the performance or exercise of the Minister’s functions or powers
The PTB was established for several purposes, the most iminder the Act. The Minister will be able to delegate functions or
portant being the letting and administration of contracts for supplypowers.
of metropolitan Adelaide bus services. Clause 14: Amendment of section 27—Accreditation of operators
Notwithstanding this government’s opposition to privatisation,  Clause 15: Amendment of section 29—Accreditation of central-
| freely acknowledge that the administration of the process wassed booking services
carried out to the highest standards of professionalism and probity. Clause 16: Amendment of section 30—Procedure
| therefore place on record the government’s appreciation of the Clause 17: Amendment of section 31—Conditions
Board, the staff and my predecessor as Minister, the Honourable Clause 18: Amendment of section 32—Duration and categories
Diana Laidlaw for their efforts in this respect and more generally inof accreditation
respect of the many facets of providing public transport. Clause 19: Amendment of section 33—Periodical fees and
There are two principal reasons for now seeking to abolish theeturns
Board. The first is that public transport needs to be properly con- Clause 20: Amendment of section 34—Renewals
sidered when capital investment decisions are being made. We must Clause 21: Amendment of section 35—Related matters
face up to the fact that Adelaide has by far the most run-down publi®eferences to the Board are to be replaced with references to the
transport infrastructure of all the mainland capitals. There are variouslinister.
reasons for this but it has not helped to have responsibility for Clause 22: Insertion of section 35A
preparing and advancing investment projects fragmented betwedthe Act sets out a comprehensive scheme for the exercise of
Transport SA, the PTB and TransAdelaide. disciplinary functions. It has been decided to continue the practice
As a demonstration of its commitment to integrating transportunder which disciplinary matters are referred to a specialist body.
the government has released its draft Transport Plan for Southccordingly, the Passenger Transport Standards Committee is to be
Australia, the first such plan since 1968. The government isecognised in the legislation. The Minister will appoint suitable
committed to working through the issues associated with this plarpersons to be members of the Standards Committee. A quorum of
The second reason for seeking the abolition of the Board ishe committee will be three members of the committee.
responsiveness. One of the costs of separating administrative Clause 23: Amendment of section 36—Disciplinary powers
functions from the Minister is that people with grievances can feelThese amendments will vest the current disciplinary powers of the
removed from the democratic process. In Opposition, feedback sudboard in the Standards Committee.
as this was relatively common in relation to the PTB. It does not  Clause 24: Amendment of section 37—Related matters
necessarily reflect poorly on the PTB but the feedback was a percep- Clause 25: Amendment of section 38—Appeals
tion resulting from the use of a statutory authority to distance therhese are consequential amendments.
Minister from these matters. Clause 26: Amendment of section 39—Service contracts
That is not to say it is appropriate for the Minister to be held  Clause 27: Amendment of section 40—Nature of contracts
directly accountable for all functions. A series of delegations willbe  Clause 28: Amendment of section 42—Assignment of rights under
put in place within the Department to provide for transparent anda contract
where necessary, arms length decision-making. Clause 29: Amendment of section 43—Variation, suspension or
The most obvious requirement for this is disciplinary matters.cancellation of service contracts
The bill provides that the Passenger Transport Standards Committee Clause 30: Amendment of section 44—Fees
will be established under the legislation to exercise disciplinary  Clause 31: Amendment of section 45—Requirement for alicence
powers under the Act. It is not appropriate to vest such quasi-judicial Clause 32: Amendment of section 46—Applicationsfor licences
powers in a Minister and, for this reason, the Committee will beor renewals
established to continue the existing scheme for disciplinary matters. Clause 33: Amendment of section 47— ssue and termof licences
Finally, | emphasise that the staffing of the Passenger Transport Clause 34: Amendment of section 48—Ability of Minister to
Board will be largely preserved in the transition to an Office of determine fees
Public Transport within the Department of Transport and Urban  Clause 35: Amendment of section 49—Transfer of licences
Planning. The existing skill base in areas such as the contracting Clause36: Amendment of section 50—Suspension or revocation
process, accreditation, compliance and marketing across modes wall licences

all be retained. Clause 37: Amendment of section 51—Appeals
Explanation of Clauses Clause 38: Amendment of section 52—False advertising

Clause 1. Short title Clause 39: Amendment of section 54— nspections
This clause is formal. Clause 40: Amendment of section 56—General offences

Clause 2: Commencement Clause 41: Amendment of section 57—Offenders to state name
The measure will be brought into operation by proclamation. and address

Clause 3: Amendment provisions References to the Board are to be replaced with references to the
This clause is formal. Minister.

Clause 4: Amendment of s. 4—nterpretation Clause 42: Amendment of section 59—General provisions
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relating to offences number of cases, because of the severity of the person’s condition,

Clause 43: Repeal of section 60 the Registrar would immediately suspend the licence to protect the
These are consequential amendments. community. In order to have the suspension lifted the person would

Clause 44: Amendment of section 61—Evidentiary provision then be required to undergo further tests or medical examinations,
References to the Board are to be replaced with references to tiag provide other evidence to support their fitness or ability to drive.
Minister. On receipt of the test or examination results or other evidence, the

Clause 45: Amendment of section 62—Fund Registrar would then decide whether the licence would be returned
These are consequential amendments. to the person conditionally or unconditionally.

Clause 46: Amendment of section 63—Registration of prescribed As a result, the community was safeguarded by the Registrar’s
passenger vehicles power to immediately suspend the licence of a person who, in the
References to the Board are to be replaced with references to tloginion of a health professional, should not have been driving on a
Minister. road.

Clause 47: Amendment of section 64—Regulations This is the procedure intended by Parliament. However, when the
These are consequential amendments. Motor Vehicles Act was amended in 1999 to implement the National

Clause 48: Repeal of section 65 Driver Licensing Scheme, section 88(1) and (2)—which allowed the
Section 65 is redundant. Registrar to impose and remove a licence suspension—were

Clause 49: Amendment of Schedule 1 inadvertently removed. It was assumed that section 80 contained the

Clause 50: Amendment of Schedule 3 necessary power to immediately suspend the driver’s licence of a
References to the Board are to be replaced with references to tiperson who was medically unfit to drive, should it be necessary.
Minister. However, late last year the District Court founddommings v

Clause 51: Amendment of Schedule 4 Registrar of Motor \ehiclesthat section 80 of the Motor Vehicle Act
A number of the provisions in Schedule 4 of the Act are now spentioes not enable the Registrar to immediately suspend a licence.
and can be removed. Rather, the Registrar must, on receiving information from a health

Schedule—Related amendments and transitional provisions professional, and before suspending the person'’s licence, require the

Itis necessary to make related amendments t&tael Traffic Act person to furnish evidence that they are fit and able to drive. Only

1961 and theSuperannuation Act 1988. In addition, clause 5 sets out if the person cannot or will not supply this evidence within a

transitional provisions associated with the operation of the measureeasonable period can the Registrar proceed to suspend the person’s

All assets and liabilities of the Passenger Transport Board are to bigence.

vested in the Minister by force of this provision, unless vestedin the A real, immediate and substantial risk to the community has been

Crown, another Minister, or another agency or instrumentality of theevealed as a consequence of the Court’s interpretation of section 80

Crown by proclamation made by the Governor. All determinationsn Cummings v Registrar of Motor \Vehicle as it may enable people

or other acts of the Passenger Transport Board will continue as {fho should not be behind the wheel of a motor vehicle to continue

made or undertaken by the Minister. Disciplinary proceedings undeto drive.

Division 5 of Part 4 of the Act will continue before the Passenger  Currently the Registrar receives approximately 50 notifications

Transport Standards Committee. per week from health professionals that a person is suffering from
a physical or mental illness, disability or deficiency such that they

Mr BROKENSHIRE secured the adjournment of the are likely to endanger the public if they continue to drive. The

debate. severity of their conditions is such that immediate licence suspension

is warranted. In a significant proportion of these cases, itis unlikely

that the person will attempt to continue to drive as they are incapaci-
MOTOR VEHICLES (SUSPENSION OF LICENCES tated, significantly disabled by their illness or have heeded profes-

OF MEDICALLY UNFIT DRIVERS) AMENDMENT sional advice not to drive. However, approximately four per cent
BILL represent a significant risk to the community as they tend to wilfully
ignore or defy the advice of their health professional not to drive.
The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Transport) Licence suspension will reinforce the advice provided to the
; ; ; erson by their health professional that they are not capable of
obtained '?a"e and introduced a b'.” for_ an act to amend thgriving safely and are likely to pose an unacceptable risk to the
Motor Vehicles Act 1959. Read a first time. community and themselves should they continue to drive.

The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT: | move: Officers from the Department of Transport and Urban Planning
That this bill be now read a second time. have worked with the Crown Solicitor to put in place an emergency

. . . . . . procedure to deal with individuals whose licences need to be
A court case earlier this year identified an irregularity in thesyspended immediately.

Registrar’s ability to suspend the licence of a driver who is  However, these procedures do not represent a long or even medi-
medically unfit to drive. This bill makes a small change to theum term solution. They are merely strategies designed to minimise
Motor Vehicles Act to correct the problem identified by the the Tisk to the community until the Motor Vehicles Act can be

t. Th tion_ will that, if required, the®""Soed:
court. € correction will_ensure that, It required, the Other approaches to addressing this problem, such as providing

Registrar can suspend the licence of someone who woulgle Registrar with the power of immediate suspension by amending
present a danger to other road users. regulations under the Act, or utilising other general powers under the

| seek leave to have the remainder of the second readirfft; have been explored and found not to be viable.

PO ; ; o The amendments to the Act proposed by this bill are quite
explanation inserted iHansard without my reading it. straightforward. Clause 4 amends section 80 by inserting a new

Leave granted. provision that restores the Registrar’s power to immediately suspend
TheMotor Vehicles (Suspension of Licences of Medically Unfit & person’s licence on receipt of information that the person is
Drivers Amendment Bill 2003 amends thlotor Vehicles Act 1959 suffering from a physical or mental illness, disability or deficiency
to restore the power of the Registrar of Motor Vehicles to immediatesuch that they are likely to endanger the public if they continue to
ly suspend the driver’s licence of a person on receiving informatiorgirive.
from a legally qualified medical practitioner, registered optometrist  The clause also amends the section by inserting the phrase, "for
or registered physiotherapist or from another source, that the persstich period as the Registrar considers necessary in the circumstances
is suffering from a physical or mental iliness, disability or deficiencyof the case”. The intent of this additional amendment is to clearly
such that they are likely to endanger the public if they continue talefine the limits of the decision-making process and to allay any
drive. perceptions or concerns that the Registrar’'s powers in determining
It has been the practice of the Registrar to suspend driver’s licerthe period of a licence suspension are virtually unfettered, or that
ces on the basis of such information. This is done to minimise anghese powers could be misused.
risk to the community. | also note that these amendments to section 80 will in no way
Depending on the nature of the information, the Registrar wouldliminish a person’s right to appeal against a decision of the
give a person 14 days notice of his intention to suspend their licenc®egistrar. Should a person be dissatisfied with a decision of the
This would allow the person, if they were able to furnish evidenceRegistrar to suspend their licence (including the length of the
of their fitness or ability to drive, to avoid the suspension. In a smalkuspension), the person can seek a review of the decision under
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section 987 of the Act. If a person is not satisfied with the outcomeéhave to be placed on thdotice Paper for a second time
of this review, they may, under section 98ZA, appeal against thgecause they were not able to pass through the two houses of

decision of the Registrar to the District Court. ; ; ; ; ;
The bill also contains a provision to ensure that licence suspenoar“arm:"nt in the last session. A number of important pieces

sions imposed before the commencement of this measure are valfdf 1€gislation that affect the health and safety of this commun-
The bill corrects an anomaly in the Motor Vehicles Act to ensureity were not able to be dealt with within a reasonable time. In

that it operates as, | believe, Parliament intended. ~ particular, | mention the Health and Community Services
Most importantly, the bill seeks to ensure that the CommU”'WComplaints Bill which was introduced very early in the last

continues to be protected from the dangers posed by individuals wi : -
are suffering from a physical or mental illness, disability or ession and which was delayed and delayed. It concerns me

deficiency and are a danger to themselves and others if they continiféat not all members of the parliament in this and the other
to drive. place recognise just how important that bill is to the health

I commend the bill to honourable members. and safety of our community and the efficient functioning of
Explanation of Clauses

o our hospital system. | was reminded of this yesterday when

Part 1—Preliminary .
Clause 1: Short title | heard an item on the news about the New South Wales
Clause 2: Amendment provisions health complaints ombudsman having identified, through a
These clauses are formal. _ review, that 17 people had died unnecessarily in that state
Part 2—Amendment of Motor Vehicles Act 1959 because of poor treatment in hospitals. We would like to say

(Clause 3: Amendment of section 5interpretation that that would never happen in South Australia, but | think
This clause inserts a definition of "health professional” in the

principal Act to avoid use of the lengthy phrase "legally qualified W& &ll know that hospital systems are under great strain and

medical practitioner, registered optometrist or registered physicthat they are staffed by humans who make mistakes. As the

therapist” in sections 80 and 148 of the Act. _ New South Wales commissioner identified, it is really
Clause 4: Amendment of section 80—Ability or fitnessto be  jmportant that the microsystems surrounding patient care be

granted or hold licence or permit : :
This clause amends section 80 of the principal Act to enable thgarefully examined on a regular basis.

Registrar, without having to require a person to undergo tests or 1he Health and Community Services Complaints Bill
furnish evidence of their ability or fitness to drive, to suspend gorovides a mechanism for ordinary citizens to raise issues of
person’s driver's licence or learner’s permit (or to refuse to issue ogoncern regarding their care, or that of their relatives, in a

renew a licence or permit, or to vary a licence classification) if ; ;
satisfied from information furnished by a health professional or fro very simple manner. They are not required to sue someone

any other evidence received by the Registrar that the person ismﬁ prove that they have been treated poorly. They are not
competent to drive a motor vehicle or a motor vehicle of a particularequired to go before a medical board, face a number of
class. It also empowers the Registrar to suspend a person’s licenegperts and be questioned by them. They are able to go to a

or permit for such period as the Registrar considers necessary in thgalth and community services complaints ombudsman
circumstances of the case. j

Clause 5. Amendment of section 148—Duty of health profession- indicate their problem, have the matter investigated, an(_j haye
als the ombudsman seek to conciliate an outcome which is
This clause amends section 148 of the principal Act to replace theatisfactory for all. This is an excellent system. South
references to "medical practitioner”, "registered optician” andaustralia is the only state that is now lacking this system, and
registered physiotherapist" with "health professional”. | urge all members of this place and the other place to move

Schedule 1—Validation of certain acts e o .

Clause 1: Certain acts validated to enable the prompt passage of this bill when it is reintro-
This clause validates suspensions of driver’s licences and learneciiced.
permits purportedly imposed by the Registrar under section 80 of the Of course, another matter that was reintroduced is one
principal Act before the commencement of this measure that woulgihout which the Attorney-General spoke today, that is, the

have been valid if they had been imposed after that commencemedy v, 1o Amendment (Anti-Fortification) Bill. | think we will
Mr BROKENSHIRE secured the adjournment of the all feel safer when bikie gangs are not able to intimidate local

debate. government into enabling their fortified premises to be
erected. Bringing the matter into the province of the Police
ADDRESS IN REPLY Commissioner is an entirely proper and sensible manner of
dealing with this and, again, | hope that it passes quickly.

Ms THOMPSON (Reynell): | move: It was noted very early in the Lieutenant-Governor's
That the following Address in Reply to His Excellency the COMments that the community wants to feel safe in their
Lieutenant-Governor's opening speech be adopted: homes and on the streets, and a range of the measures
May it please Your Excellency— identified in the Lieutenant-Governor’s address will contri-

1. We, the members of the House of Assembly, thank Hisyyte to that feeling of safety. During the break | undertook a

Excellency the Governor’s Deputy for the speech with which he wa ; : ;
pleased to open parliament, Survey of my constituents, asking them about the issues on

2. We assure Your Excellency that we will give our best Which they wished me to work and how they were situated

attention to all matters placed before us. in relation to issues such as health, education, jobs, housing
3. We earnestly join in His Excellency’s prayer for the divine and community safety, and what action they wanted to see
blessing on the proceedings of the session. taken in these areas. In relation to the Lieutenant-Governor’s

It is with great pleasure that | move the adoption of thespeech, | am pleased to point out that many issues raised by
Address in Reply. | start by thanking His Excellency themembers of my community are being addressed in some
Governor’s Deputy for attending parliament yesterday in thenanner. One of the key issues was that people do not feel
unfortunate absence of the Governor, Marjorie Jacksorsafe in their homes, and | find it very sad that, in an era when
Nelson: but, of course, as members will recognise, th@eople are in fact much safer than they have been in many
Governor’s Deputy fulfilled the role admirably. | also thank bygone eras, they are not able to have that feeling of security.
Kaurna elder, Lewis O’Brien, for his welcome on to country This is something that we need to work on through a
to commence the ceremonies yesterday. combination of initiatives to enable people to feel that they

| had a combination of reactions to the Governor'scan participate in the community and feel comfortable in their
address. | was, first, saddened by the number of bills whichomes.
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We also heard of measures relating to sustained economaémd their children. Sometimes, the older members of the
growth, greener and cleaner environments, good financidmily are not well, their patience is a little exhausted, and
management, and that we reduce state debt through caretbky find that suddenly they have to deal with a sick child
budget management so that we can achieve a long-terbeing accommodated in their second bedroom, together with
sustainable position in order to provide the schools, hospitakhree other members of the family, in stressful circumstances.
and social services that the community deserves and expectiese people are yet to be up to the priority stage for dealing

I know that it is very difficult to maintain budget disci- with the huge problem of homelessness in our community.

pline, and this government does not have much of a precedent | think that we all recognise that dealing with those people
on which to base its actions when you look at the actions ofyho are sleeping on the streets is our first priority, but there
the previous government. We hear from members opposiig much room for work to be done in relation to adequate
again and again demands for further expenditure. But thRousing in our community. Again, the current government
expenditure is often the opposition’s wishy-washy sorts ohas to overcome years of neglect by the previous government,
feel-good displays that they indulged in while they were inwhich saw about 8 000 public houses disappear from the total
government— ] number of houses available through the Housing Trust and
An honourable member: Soccer stadiums the Community Housing Association. How many of those
Ms THOMPSON: Yes, soccer stadiums, wine centres,people could be safe, secure, warm and able to face their

bus terminals at Football Park—and on and on we go. I finduture with confidence if the previous government had not
that some of my constituents now really expect the Labogispatched 8 000 public homes?

government— . | think we all know that education is one of the great
Members mterje(':tlng. . . . priorities of this government. The Governor was able to refer
The SPEAKER: Order! Itis almost insulting to refer to i, 1 fact that this year there are smaller junior primary
some members as parrots. | do not want to have to do thalj,sges for more than 9 000 children, a new school leaving
There are a variety of species of cockatoo. The member f e of 16, new efforts to reduce truancy, and primary
Reynell has the call and is responding to the address madeoégunselloré for an extra 32 schools. | am also very pleased
the Governor's Deputy on behalf of the whole house. that the government has made more than 1 000 school and

Mf '_FHt()DI\éIPSt(g.N: . 'II'.hanIt<h yc%u, Sir. Inhthet eﬁorttto reschool teachers permanent. As | move around schools in
maintain budget discipling, the Treasurer has lo resiSt Mary,, gjectorate, permanency for teachers is an issue about

calls for expenditure, and | note that when they come from, .~
people on this side of the house and from some of mWhICh people have frequently told me they are really pleased.

) . ; ¥Both parents and other teachers in the school tell me how
constituents they do not relate to fripperies. | was at

tina the other night. wh local ked h uch more stable the school is and how everyone can be
meeting the other night, wnen some locals asked Me WNy L, nfigent in planning for the future when contract teachers
would not be possible to borrow in order to put on 250},

" : , Geome permanent.
additional social workers that some people believe are neede What i . tantin thi is that teach h
in FAYS. The rationale was that the provision of early at IS more important in this area IS that teachers who

intervention services in relation to child abuse and negleci1°0Se€ to teach in the schools in my electorate (some of
would save the community many millions of dollars over thewhich _offer conS|_derabIe ‘?a"h'”g challenges) and Wh.o.are
mmitted to their profession want to provide opportunities

next 30 to 40 years, so perhaps we could consider the pres X L
Y b b b r children to learn. Unfortunately, some of the families in

value of those savings and borrow in order to employ soci f . X
9 ploy my electorate have not been able to provide their children

workers. : . >
Of course, | had to reply that this is not the way to managg‘”.th some of the p(eschool learning opportunities that more
iddle class families are able to provide. The increase in

our budget tightly, even though | recognise that there is som : —— . . . .
merit in that argument. Unfortunately, | also recognise th(,iF:ieachers in the junior primary area is a really crucial step in

Standard and Poor's and Mooney’s do not have an equivale E_mg able to address quickly the educational deficit some
view of the value of some of the activities in our community. children have when they come to school.

| speak of this because it illustrates just how bad the | heard that the member for Mawson was not very
situation was allowed to become during the previou§0nf|dent that there had, n faCt, been many Inltl_a.tl\/_es n
government’s era in the delivery of some of our most basigchools. However, | am able to report a very solid list of
social services. The fact that people are now asking for 25nprovements in schools in my area, although | readily admit
social workers in relation to child protection indicates thatthat there is a long way to go. However, since this govern-
that important area of government activity was abysmallynent has been in office, money has been carefully and wisely
neg|ected under the previous government. Spent Wh.ere It Can. have the maximum If:n.paCt. So, instead of

I noted in the Lieutenant-Governor's address the releasgnhouncing $6 million here and $8 million there, we are
of the second report of the Social Inclusion Board entitlecsometimes announcing things such as $27 600 for upgrading
‘Everyone’s Responsibi]i[y: Reducing Homelessness iﬂOI'etS, which is Somethlng that has happened at the Reynella
Australia’ and that in this report the board outlines how it will South school.
achieve the government'’s target of halving the number of Upgrading toilets is a really important imitative. It tells
people sleeping rough in this state. In my area, | do not ofteshildren that they and their health are important, and it helps
see people sleeping on the streets. However, people sleepitigem establish healthy personal habits. It stops children, as
on the street is only the visible end of the homelessness issuéhave heard, not visiting the toilet all day. | have been told
I have visiting my office every day people who do not really many times about children in my electorate, who, under the
have a home. They are a family of four sleeping in the secongrevious conditions, found the toilets so revolting that they
bedroom in a two-bedroom unit under extremely crowdedvould not use them. | consider it disgusting that any govern-
conditions. ment could allow such conditions to continue in their schools:

This is a stressful environment for all members of thethis government will not. The Minister for Education and
family. It is usually the grandparents giving shelter to a childChildren’s Services wisely identified the upgrading of toilets
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as a priority area for the schools asset management plan amitiatives show that this government is spending money
has set about giving our children healthy sanitary facilitieswisely, where it counts, to improve the education of our
Further, at the Reynella South Primary School, $132 25@hildren and particularly to improve the education opportuni-
has been provided for upgrades to the administration area atids for children in schools where the family wealth is not
sick area—again, important areas for effective schoohlways able to provide the sorts of opportunities available to
administration—and $40 000 has been provided towardsome children in our state. We have prioritised the expendi-
upgrading the middle school classrooms, as well as extrare to areas of greatest need.
funding for school counsellors. At Flaxmill Primary, The Generational Health Review is a major initiative in
additional junior primary teachers have been employed tterms of trying to be able to deliver the health services our
reduce class sizes, as well as extra school counsellingbmmunity needs. It is not just about delivering hospital
support. At John Morphett Primary, again additional juniorservices but about trying to improve the health of our
primary teachers have been employed to reduce class sizesmmunity and involving people in the management of their
and extra school counselling support has been provided. own health. It is also about trying to coordinate the services
Recently, when | had the pleasure of visiting Johnthat are available so that there is not waste and duplication.
Morphett Primary School to present SRC badges to a numbétis will be a long-term initiative. It is designed to serve the
of the young people, | was told that the extra school counseEommunity for 20 to 30 years, and it will probably take at
ling support has made an incredible difference to that schooleast 10 years to implement. However, at least we now have
Whilst it is only a few hours a week, that money has beera clear view of what needs to be done to make the health
used to assist children with their behaviour management argbrvice deliver healthy outcomes for people in our
improve relationships with families and it allows the principal community.
to engage more in educational leadership instead of having As | mentioned earlier, my survey indicated that people
to focus all his time on behaviour management. The Johfeel very vulnerable. Older people particularly in our
Morphett Primary School was extremely pleased with the bigommunities feel extraordinarily vulnerable. This is despite
difference those few hours of additional support have madehe fact that Institute of Criminology figures show that older
Again, at Lonsdale Heights Primary School, additionalpeople in their homes are less at risk of harm than any other
primary school teachers have been employed to reduce clagsoup in the community. However, because on the rare
sizes. At Morphett Vale West, a PIE project grant is to beoccasions when they are harmed they are often very frail and
used for a numeracy project and extra school counsellingulnerable, the feeling of vulnerability is increased. So,
support has been provided. Children attending Pimpalaometimes there is the need to give a message to those
Primary are pleased about having their toilets upgradednembers of the community that we recognise their feelings
although the work has not been completed yet. Both thef vulnerability and that we consider their safety to be
members of the governing council and the school leadershigxtremely important. That is why this government is looking
were very concerned about the state of the toilets used by tta harsher punishment to criminals who pick on the elderly
children. There is also funding for extra school counsellorsand the vulnerable.
Coorara Primary School also received funding for extra The other people who are singled out for particular
counsellors, making a huge difference to the children’gprotection under new government initiatives are children and
learning environment. people with a physical or intellectual disability. | was pleased
One of the three secondary schools in my area, Morphetd note that the government will also give the courts the
Vale High School, has received funding for an attendancgower to impose longer sentences against those who attack
improvement package, which has made a real difference ipublic officials such as nurses, teachers and police officers.
the school. Mentors have been introduced and a verWe are all revolted when we hear of people who give much
important upgrade to the technical studies area (which hadf their time, physical and emotional energy, as well as their
been allowed to become quite unsafe by the previousafety to protect the community, being set upon. People know
government) and also an upgrade of electrical circuit-breakeabout the way in which police officers put their safety and
has occurred. This is another area where teachers and childdéres on the line for us every day. However, they are not
were at risk because the standard of the documentation of tladways aware of the extent to which both nurses and teachers
electricity system in the school was so abysmal. There waare attacked in their line of duty. Sometimes this is because,
one incident where someone was put severely at risk. Thearticularly in the case of nurses, very sick and vulnerable
school staff feel very unsafe when they have to change fusgmople are not totally aware of what they are doing. However,
because of the poor state of the circuit-breakers. Again, thisnfortunately at other times it is because people are malicious
basic action about basic school facilities has been undertakemd inconsiderate and attack people who are doing their jobs
by this government. in the interests of the community but who may at times have
Christies Beach High School has introduced mentors andad to indicate that they were not able to provide the service
received funding for a tree planting day, an ecologicallyor take the action that a particular community member had
sustainable development grant for a catchment stakeholdeanted. People cannot attack the people who are serving our
newsletter and a plant propagation facility. There has beecommunity in this way and expect that it will be ignored. We
support for an environment program with the Christie Creelwill allow the courts to treat such behaviour particularly
catchment group under Green SA Schools and a grant fdrarshly.
harmony in schools under multicultural education grants. The government will also introduce a new class of
These are a series of small initiatives that make the schoola@tfences to facilitate the conviction of parents or caregivers
much better learning environment. who are criminally responsible for the death or serious injury
Mentors have been introduced at Wirreanda High Schoadf children. Again, we are all revolted when this happens. |
and this government has given its continued support for am pleased that this government is not simply relying on
gymnasium, the funding for which was announced by therosecution after a tragic event. It has been taking great pains
previous government in its dying hours of office. Theseto identify how we can support families of young children,
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particularly those who are especially vulnerable. In this areaeport entitled A Framework for Economic Development in
international research has confirmed the importance of th8outh Australia. | note particularly that one of the recommen-
early years as a way of ensuring good health and goodations relates to eliminating some boards, statutory authori-
educational outcomes. Dollars spent in the earlier years retuties and advisory bodies, and this will require legislative
great dividends in our community. So, we are bringingchange. Some years ago (in my time as a public servant) |
together an initiative that provides opportunities for childrenwas involved in a committee which sought to review some
as well as protection for them. of these boards, statutory authorities and advisory bodies.

One of the initiatives of this current government which did ~ We looked at a number of them and we could not really
not receive attention in the Governor’'s speech but abowee why they should continue, but when we wrote to the
which | am most proud is the government’s early childhoodndustry and community partners who were stakeholders they
services initiative, which has been announced by the Ministeall insisted that these boards, statutory authorities and
for Health. In this | acknowledge the work of the member foradvisory bodies were needed for the health, safety and
Wright who, in her role as parliamentary secretary, hasvellbeing of their industry. | think that we need to recognise
worked hard to develop the initiatives. The government’she challenge involved in removing these boards; that they
priority for children and families was reinforced by recom- were not usually invented by some government—whether it
mendations in both the Generational Health Review and thee Labor or Liberal—for the fun of it: they were usually
Layton report into child protection. The early childhood established as a result of governments responding to requests
initiative will provide for universal home visiting for every from the industry for some sort of regulation or protection in
child born in South Australia. The strategy will provide mucha time of need.
needed information, support and reassurance for parents at And often, once a board is there, the industry keeps on
the time they need it most. It will also provide for sustainedlooking for that protection. So, it will be a real challenge, and
support for families that need extra help to make the start dfanticipate that all members—particularly members oppos-
life safe, secure and stimulating for their baby. ite—will be lobbied very strongly by various community

| am pleased that this government is committed tdboards and groups (particularly from rural areas) which do
delivering services to children in a way that encourages andot wish to be abolished. It is really incumbent on all of us
supports parents. It is well known that new parents can fee¢b remember the strong bipartisan support that was displayed
very vulnerable and uncertain in their role, and they carat the Economic Growth Summit and the strong support from
perceive criticism even if there is none. Professionals neehdustry and community leaders. And when we are urged not
to make sure that their work with parents is based orto abolish a particular board because of its role in someone’s
partnership and a clear stance of working alongside them, néfe we need to be strong and remember that it is probably
lecturing and judging them, but of being practical, tangiblenow an impediment to effective and efficient development in
assistance to them. | am assured that the government’s n&South Australia.

initiative has this value base firmly built into it. | look | have been particularly pleased that there is also to be
forward to further more detailed announcements as thestablished an economic development plan for the south,
initiative rolls out. recognising that this region has not always shared in the

As a member representing an electorate that contairdevelopment that some other parts of the state have enjoyed,
many young families, | am certain that this scheme will be ofand that there is a need to treat the southern region as an
great benefit to them. It will also be of great benefit to someémportant part of the state’s economy and one that has its own
of the grandparents who talk to me about their concern thatharacteristics and needs. The southern economy has
their grandchildren are not being cared for in the way theypotentially great significance for economic growth into the
would like. There is nothing like that sort of intergenerationalfuture. In the past governments have helped with specific
conflict to poison a family. When there is involvement of abusinesses, for example, Mitsubishi, but there has not been
caring professional—sometimes supported by volunteers,d clear plan for new economic opportunities for the whole
might add—this can really reassure all persons who have thegion.
welfare of the child at heart. So, | look forward to learning  And while much money has been used to support Mit-
more about the outcomes of the early childhood initiative. subishi by this government and previous governments, as

Mr Koutsantonis interjecting: well as federal governments, the trickle-down effect does not

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Goldsworthy): Order! cover all areas of the region. So, it is very important that an

Ms THOMPSON: Returning to the issue of the vulnera- economic development plan be developed by this government
bility felt by many members of our community, one of the to identify new opportunities for the region that will lead to
more recent ways that people have raised their concerns withng-term jobs growth. Senior government officers from
me relates to identity theft. | am pleased to note among theelevant departments will be assigned to develop the plan.
initiatives announced in the Governor’s address the inclusiofhis is a whole of government initiative which will be
of legislation relating to identity theft and fraudulent behav-coordinated by the Office for the Southern Suburbs. Also, the
iour, and also relating to computer crime. | was also please@ity of Onkaparinga will be closely involved in the develop-
to note a comprehensive range of prison-based rehabilitatianent of the plan, as well as local business enterprise centres
programs because, as much as people are anxious for thassd business associations.
who offend the community to be removed from the commun- | am pleased to note that there is a full-time research
ity, it is absolutely no good if they come back into the officer dedicated by the government to consolidate informa-
community in an even worse state than when they went intdon that already exists about economic development in the
prison. southern suburbs and the structure of industry and employ-

I am sure members will recall that the Governor’s speecment in the region so that this initiative will not duplicate any
referred to the implementation of the recommendations of thpath, plans or strategies. | am pleased that the research
Economic Development Board which arose out of thecomponent will be ended very shortly—hopefully by the end
Economic Growth Summit and which is contained in theof September—and that there will be an economic develop-
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ment plan for the south early next year. The need to promot&lenthorne Farm which, of course, will be of interest to all
an active, confident and skilled work force is something ofpeople from the south.
great importance to this state. There are further areas being investigated, one being
The whole picture of the work force did not receive muchTarnnanga Reserve in Morphett Vale, a site along Christie
attention under the previous government. | frequently raise@€reek which has been used for many years by local residents
the issue of work force participation as a symbol of theand which does have some important remnant vegetation, and
confidence that a community has in its economy. | wast will be very pleasing to see this supplemented by more
particularly concerned that work force participation rates inconcentrated plantings as part of the Urban Forest Project.
the south of Adelaide had fallen more than in any regiorWhilst | did say that | was going to wind up in relation to the
other than Port Augusta. The building of the Alice Springs-environment, there is one more matter that deserves attention,
Darwin railway line offered major hope to the Port Augustaparticularly now that the Minister for Transport has returned
economy and a great opportunity for an increase in worko the chamber, and that is South Australia’s first transport
force participation in that area. plan in 35 years, which will be an important achievement of
I do not yet have local figures on increases in work forcethis government.
participation, but | am very pleased to note that, according to | know that many people and business organisations in the
the ABS work force participation trend rate series, there hasouth were pleased to have the opportunity to contribute to
been a display of confidence in our economy by the peoplthe development of the plan. They saw that there was plenty
of South Australia since the election of this government. Irof room from the draft plan to contribute information about
March 2002 the participation rate in South Australia washeir priorities, and | am confident that the minister will take
60.8 per cent, which was 2.9 per cent behind the nationaccount of the needs for economic development in the south
average. By August this year that figure had increased twhen addressing the final draft of South Australia’s first
62.1 per cent, which is now only 1.4 per cent behind tharansport plan. Again because of the state of the finances, |
national average. | regard this as a real symbol that the peopt@int out to my constituents that we are not likely to be
of South Australia are confident in the direction that thiselectrifying the southern railway tomorrow and probably will
government is taking. not be able to take it down to Aldinga the day after, but at
I will conclude my remarks by speaking briefly about least we will know, again, the wisest way to spend the money
another important area for this government, that is, thehat we have available so that it is spent in the direction of
environment. The Governor’s speech mentioned the initiaefficiency in transport, recognising the role of public
tives taken in relation to the Murray-Darling Basin. | transport but also the role of private transport and particularly
commend the Premier and the Minister for Environment andhe role that private transport has in support of economic
Conservation on securing a COAG resolution in relation tadevelopment.
the Murray-Darling Basin system and a commitment to action |t is important that every dollar we spend fits into an
over the next five years. The $500 million agreemenbverall direction, so that we do not find that we are digging
resulting from this is crucial to restoring the health of theup things or having things not meeting up and just frustrating
river. the community again when they see their money being
In the constituent survey which | undertook and which hasinwisely spent. There were many other initiatives announced
previously been mentioned | found that, in answer to thén His Excellency’s address, all of them important and
question: if you were premier for a day, what is the singlecontributing to a better way of life in our community, a
thing you would want to achieve, many people indicated theyealthier economy, healthier individuals, better educated
would like to fix the Murray River. It is certainly something individuals who not only are able to obtain the jobs of the
of concern to all people in this state. Of course, one of theuture but who, through an improvement in education, are
environmental initiatives is the urban forests project. | amable to better understand some of the forces that act upon
pleased to say that people in Reynella and surrounding aregisem.
will really be able to participate in and enjoy the urban  Empowering individuals to take constructive paths in their
forests. | think that most members would recognise thafives is something that is very important to me as | see some
Reynellais an area from which most original vegetation wageople who have suffered many setbacks in their lives and
cleared. often find it difficult to see a way forward. We need to find
The land was used for farming of various sorts in a dayifferent ways of walking alongside them, helping them to
when the need to grow trees was not so recognised. As far @sake the most of their abilities, helping them to contribute
households are concerned there has been a concentrated efferbur community and provide a more vibrant future for all
on greening the area, but our creeks and some of the publit us. | am confident that the measures outlined in His
spaces still need much attention. The first areas where urb@xcellency’s address provide an important step in that overall
forest activities will occur will be along Christie Creek and process of prosperity and wellbeing for the state.
the Field River. Other sites involve schools, which is another

excellent way of involving young people in a commitment to WORKCOVER
the future of their community and their recognising that they
can beautify their environment. The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Transport): |

Unfortunately, too often a very small minority of young seek leave to make a brief ministerial statement.
people receive attention for the damage they do to the Leave granted.
environment, but there are many more of them involved in  The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT: During question time today
beautification. Two sites that will be developed in the earlyl undertook to check on two matters in relation to which
stages of the urban forests project are the Lonsdale Heightgiestions were asked. | am now in a position to provide the
Primary School and the Southern Futures Vocational Collegéouse with further information. | can confirm that | was
The other sites for urgent attention in relation to the urbamrovided with a short list of five candidates for the position
forests project are the O’Halloran Hill Recreation Park ancbf CEO of the WorkCover Corporation. | can also confirm
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that my office has received a draft copy of the June quarterlyorld of being a welcoming, caring nation, compassionate to
performance report. The finalisation of the report and itshe needs of other countries and to people in trouble.
release is a matter for the WorkCover board. | have not been Can we forget the pride of seeing Cathy Freeman light that

advised of a release date. Olympic flame? There was a lump in our throats at seeing a
young Aboriginal hero, symbol of all the good things about
ADDRESS IN REPLY Australia, up there on the screens of millions of people

worldwide. Now we are viewed with disgust by other nations
Adjourned debate on motion for adoption resumed.  because of the abhorrent treatment of our refugees by Philip
) Ruddock and his despots. Philip Ruddock also, on hearing
Ms BREUER (Giles): | am very pleased to respond three weeks ago that the courts had ordered the release of a
tonight to the Deputy Governor’s address and was pleased {®ung family of five children from Baxter Detention Centre
hear his proposed program for the new term of this parliaafter years of detention, said that he would do all in his power
ment. | was also very pleased that leading his speech was his have the children brought back into custody. How callous
reference to social justice and social inclusion, particularlygng cruel is this man?
his reference to the implementation of the Layton child | |istened to an interview with Ms Pauline Frick from
protection review. During the break | was asked by thecentacare the day after their release. She and Dale West from
Woomera school to speak to year eight to 12 students abogentacare had moved them from Port Augusta to Adelaide
being Australian: about what it is to be an Australian, howand reunited them with their mother for a few hours. She was
proud we are to be Australian and how important itis to votgeceiving medical treatment in Adelaide. Pauline described
in this great democracy of Australia, a democracy where Wene reunion, how their mother had cooked all afternoon while
all get a fair go. waiting for them and how they laughed and teased each other
I was very pleased to speak to these young Outbackke any siblings. She spoke about the wonderment on their
Australians. It was only a small group of about 20, becausgace and in their voice when they realised they did not have
itis a very small school now. | spoke for quite a few minutesto ask all the time for anything. They are temporarily free.
about how proud | am to be Australian and then I looked at | sat outside my office that morning and listened as
the young boy who was sitting in front of me. He was apauline described them at that time. It was live radio, and she
young lad of about 13 years old, big brown eyes, beautifuescribed how the youngest was snuggled up to her. | cried.
innocent face, and | realised that | was looking at one of thefears ran down my face with the sadness and the shame of
detainee children housed in the Woomera communitywhat we have done to these young children and their lives.
although still very much in detention. I actually felt physical- | cursed Philip Ruddock when | heard him say that he would
ly sick and I had to stop talking. | thought: how can | standfight to get them back into custody again—the whey-faced,
here talking about how wonderful a country this is, howstubborn Philip Ruddock, whom | met several years ago, but
proud | am of it, when sitting in front of me is an innocent whom | scarcely remember because he seemed so inconse-
young child who was incarcerated by our Prime Minister andyuential. This is the man who has cold-bloodedly constructed
our Immigration Minister? this inhumane, callous policy, the miserable consequences of
This child and his family were locked behind razor wire, which we see in this state.
kept there indefinitely until he and his mother, presumably, In recent weeks | have grown concerned about the state
were released into housing, still constantly monitored an@f mind of many people in my electorate who visit Baxter
supervised by ACM staff in uniform, not knowing when or Detention Centre. They are distressed, they are agitated and
if they would be released to find the freedom that they hadhey are seriously stressed. They are carrying the weight of
risked their lives to gain. Those beautiful eyes were not theur collective sins on their shoulders, the sins of Philip
eyes of a terrorist: they were the eyes of an innocentRuddock’s policies. Weekly, indeed daily for some, they visit
beautiful young child, a child that Philip Ruddock, Minister the people in these centres, and these people are not faceless,
for Immigration, had chosen to subject to a miserablenameless numbers but real people. Of course, Philip Ruddock
desperate, frightening life, all in the name of border protecedoes not want them personalised.
tion. I continued speaking to the children but | felt hypocriti- ~ When the SIEV X sank in Indonesia in October 2001,
cal, and mostly | felt guilty. | felt guilty because this is 353 people died, many of them mothers and children—almost
happening in our beautiful country. | felt guilty that my twice as many people as those who died in Bali. Many of us
fellow Australians believe that this is a just punishment forknow many of the names of those who died in Bali, but
the asylum seekers. Ruddock took great care to ensure that those people who
But mostly I felt guilty that | as a Labor politician in a drowned remained nameless and faceless. WheTathpa
party with its basis of a fair go for all have not spoken outsituation occurred, the media were kept away. We saw some
enough against this man Philip Ruddock. Philip Ruddock'selicopter shots and footage from far away, but we saw no
behaviour is a blight on our humanity, and he is aided andeal people. We heard only sanitised reports from the Prime
abetted by his warlord John Howard. They have turned thiMinister and Philip Ruddock. When the babies overboard
country into a racist, demonising, uncaring country where itncident supposedly occurred, we heard allegations about
has become an object of ridicule to be a do-gooder: you angarents in life jackets throwing children overboard, but we
seen as a bleeding heart. When | was young we were taugtiid not hear ages or details of the children, or anything that
to love our neighbour, to care for those less fortunate than usas real or personalised. We demonise these children and
and to care for and assist those who needed help. What hdgese people; we certainly do not make them seem real.
happened to us? What has happened to us as a country? Philipl ask myself who is this Philip Ruddock, and why and how
Ruddock has turned this country away from our heritagehe has become this bloodless, colourless Mr Burns of our
away from the great advances we have made since tteuntry. Last week | heard a wonderful interview with
abolition of that dreadful scourge in our society, the WhiteLowitja O’Donoghue, who is a well-known and respected
Australia Policy, away from the reputation we held in theAboriginal activist. She is also a very active worker with
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young asylum seekers from Afghanistan. She has been very The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Ciccarello): Traditionally

outspoken about our policies and is continually campaigning broad-ranging speech is allowed.

to inform people about what is happening in these detention Ms RANKINE: | rise on a point of order. | wonder that

centres and to these people. She spoke of Philip Ruddocthe member for Unley could hear what the member for Giles

She said she had known him for many years, had worked wittvas saying because he was taking a call on his mobile phone,

him and travelled overseas with him. She said that she kneand | thought that was against standing orders.

him when he was on fire for Amnesty International. Unfortu-  The ACTING SPEAKER: Yes, the member for Unley

nately, something has happened to him. knows that it is inappropriate to use a telephone in the
An eminent former state Liberal politician spoke to mechamber.

last year about Phlllp Ruddock. She said she had known him Mr BRINDAL: | defer to you, Madam Acting Speaker_

for years when he was a strong advocate of people’s rightgyou can you tell me under which standing order it is illegal,
She said that now he has changed. He is bloodless. They wargould be most grateful.

her words. Philip Ruddock was once a proud member of The ACTING SPEAKER: It is the customary practice
Amnesty International, a man respected for his enthusiasigr ihe house. The member for Giles has the call.

fﬁrthe organishatiolg %nd_ its princip(ljefs, it:;first prri]nci%le being Ms BREUER: Thank you, Madam Acting Speaker. My
that no-one should be imprisoned for things they have sal peech is very relevant to this state. The people of this state
or written. He persuaded many of his colleagues from al

id ¢ i £t ¢ i : b h re paying money for our police force to go to Baxter, and we
sides ot parliament 10 Set up a parliamentary branch Ore paying for many of the medical services that are support-
Amnesty International.

> : S ing th le.ltisah i for h Australia. B r
Philip Ruddock believes so strongly in his principles andisgb;seessiﬁegfrio:n?ninﬁgé ssue for South Australia. Baxte

his Christian values that he crossed the floor in 1998 to vote . ~hi ; ;
against his leader, John Howard, who wanted to curtail Asian ms ;g%n&fsnAchlld dprotectlon, emﬁ rlgency_ ser\élci_sla
immigration. Now Philip Ruddock still wears his Amnesty St hi h S he |r?to mby speﬁc nr:.entlot?e ¢ Li
International badge, but with defiance. The organisation h fotection, which is why | have brought up this subject today.
repeatedly asked him to remove it. His policies are against af 1" the last federal election, having served his Prime
that Amnesty International stands for. inister loyally and introduced those dreadful policies, Philip
He has imprisoned and continues to imprison men, WomelzlzUddOCk would, one imagines, have been promoted for his
and children who are guilty of nothing more than wanting aoyalty. and his hard WOI’k. and would b.e. given gnother
better life for themselves and their children. OverwhelminglyP°'tfolio. but, no, he was given the Aboriginal affairs and
they have been found eventually to be genuine refugeefeconciliation ministry. What an insult for Aboriginal
Some were destined in their own countries to be tortured rustraha.and what a tragedy for reconciliation. His hard-
killed. They wanted freedom in a new country and a new Iifenosed attitude now doml_nates that portfolio, slowly destroy-
for their children, as | believe any of us in this chamber'"9 8 chance O.fa posmve future.
would do. If we were in similar circumstances we would want . D@vid Marr, in his bookDark Victory, talks about
the best for our children. There has been no Iegitimate',?UddOCk t_he An_gllc_an, the lawyer, the stamp collector. He
official way they could get to Australia, the so-called land of S&YS that integrity is a key RUdQOCk word. He says that,.
tolerance, freedom and justice. So they came out on boats talking to the Canberra press club in 1998, Ruddock declared:
try to make a new life for themselves. We have locked them As well as our determination to safeguard the integrity of our
up behind razor wire, behind electrified fences, for years d{r}mg{anc;rtmhprogtr_am,, ‘6"6 O:Iare also determined to safeguard the
atime, subjecting little children to live with violence, mental n egr! y O' ena |o'n S bor ers.' ) )
illness and bruta“ty every day they are imprisoned. How |r0n!C! Integrlty! When little children are locked upin
What happened to Philip Ruddock, the former presiden@i€sert prisons for years on end—
of the Young Liberals, a decent politician who put his career Mr BRINDAL: | rise on a point of order. | do not think
on the line to defend non-racist immigration? He became & is either orderly or in good taste to refer to someone’s
minister. Finally all his ambitions were realised. He said, ‘|religion, denomination or otherwise. | really do not think that
have been waiting to be a minister for 20 years. He has beeshould be included iklansard. Whether he is an Anglican,
prepared to sacrifice his principles, his values and his belieféatholic or Callithumpian, it is not good parliamentary
to become Howard’s most valued minister. Philip Ruddockoractice, and | believe that the chair should rule accordingly.
has sold his soul for his ambition. He has had to become The ACTING SPEAKER: Ido not think that was in any
tougher than anyone. He has had to make harsh decisionswely derogatory. Itis just a statement of fact.
ignore any humane feelings he once harboured to develop Ms BREUER: | referred in my speech to David Marr
policies which have been cruel, hard and despicable an@lking in his book Dark Victory of Mr Ruddock the
which should be totally anathema to Australians. Crikey.conAnglican—if the member for Unley is really upset, we will
calls him the cadaver. He is compared to Mr Burns, thesay ‘the Christian’. How can anyone say integrity is used
soulless, aged, unfeeling despot in the Simpsons—a pathetichen little children are locked up in desert prisons for years
figure. He has received more criticism and attention than angn end, daily watching people sew up their lips, swallow
other minister in the Howard government, but his ruthlesstoilet cleaners and go slowly mad? That is integrity! | feel sad
inflexible, unrelenting policies and attitude have not waveredthat we do not seem to be winning this battle to convince our
After the last federal election, having served his Primefellow Australians that those people in camps are ordinary
Minister loyally and introduced those dreadful policies— human beings. They are tortured souls because of their past
Mr BRINDAL: | rise on a point of order of relevance. and now their present but, like us, they burp, they pass wind,
This is the Address in Reply in the South Australian parlia-they love, they cry and they feel. Some may be bad and some
ment, and all | am hearing is a speech about federal immimay be criminal. | certainly doubt that any are terrorists,
gration policy. | cannot see that it is relevant in the contexbecause they would not arrive in leaky boats if they were.
of this debate. These people are not faultless, but most of them are mothers,



Tuesday 16 September 2003 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 51

fathers, little children and young adults—they are ordinaryfor a process to be put in place which is essential to the trust
people like us. of the South Australian people in executive government.
Philip Ruddock and John Howard have demonised them, Very serious issues are central to the credibility of this
turned our nation largely against them and given us a targ@overnment and need to be examined, such as probity; what
to hate and despise in these troubled times. | wonder if Philipappened; why it was kept quiet; and breaches of ministerial
Ruddock sleeps well at night. Does he doze off with a fre€odes of conduct. We know that we must now let the court
conscience and does he wake in the early hours only becaugase proceed, but the government has been dragged pretty
he has a full bladder? Or does he wake with a start and swegtuch to the line in relation to an inquiry following that. We
and tremble with the enormity of his sacrifice to further hisawait the terms of reference of the inquiry, but we will not be
ambitions? What does it profit a man if he gains the world busatisfied unless there is agreement from us on those.
he loses his immortal soul? History and his god will judge ~ As the Attorney is here, | will briefly make the point that
Philip Ruddock. it was up to the Premier whether or not he reinstated the
This government has indicated very strongly that it careé\ttorney to the position of Attorney-General. | question the
about children and about children’s welfare in this state. wdudgment of that. | would have thought there was no real

will address this very carefully in our term. | hope that theProblem with the Attorney coming back into cabinet but,
federal government will follow our example. weeks after the government had the previous attorney-general

instruct the DPP to take a particular direction, it questions the
The Hon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition): | relationship between the DPP and the Attorney-General, in
start my contribution by congratulating the Lieutenant-& ¢ase where the Attorney-General may have to appear as a
Governor, Bruno Krumins, on his first formal address toWitness. | really question the judgment of the—
parliament yesterday, and thank him for the job that he is TheHon. M.J. Atkinson interjecting:

doing in so ably supporting our excellent Governor, Marjorie  1he Hon. R.G. KERIN: But the government set the
Jackson-Nelson. precedent of the Attorney instructing the DPP. In relation to

stice being seen to be done, | question the judgment of the
remier. We have heard a lot about openness and accounta-

| turn to the contents of yesterday’'s speech and th
direction which was spelt out by the government and in whic ity f thi ¢ the last 20 th
it will take us over the term of this parliament. It was very “_th ro;n Iiﬂg\?vstrlgmen _O\thr i € 6}? i rﬂonldle
much more of the same: there were a lot of restatements céfo e rHon. M.J. Inson. at portiolio shou ave
previous rhetoric. It lacked absolute direction as to where i¥™ . , ,
wants to take the state over the next couple of years. As| 1€ Hon. R.G. KERIN: There's a lot that you shouldn’t
said, ‘rhetoric’ is the key word for the whole speech. OnceEaVe got, | know that, but | won't name which one you should
again, law and order was very much a part of it, and | wil ave got! | can think of a Iot.of portfolios that | woulo! keep
come back to law and order. But we are hearing tough talléhe membef _for Croydon rlgh_t away from, but | ‘.N'”. not
at the same time matched with cuts to budgets and n|gom|nate which one the Premier could have put him into.
commitment by the government to making law and order Openness and accountability were key planks of the Labor

work for the people in the community. It is seen more as overnment's election campaign and, sincg then, we have
headline-grabbing exercise. But, as | said, | will come back'©a'd an enormous amount of rhetoric aboutit. Every day we
' ' are told of the government’s ongoing commitment to

law and order. . X . .
to ﬁ[h.ak?hotde bi bl tth tis that we h transparency, but that is certainly not backed up with action.
Inkthat our big probleém at the moment IS that we have 4 jike to highlight a couple of the issues in relation

a government which is distracted from the main game.Atth?O outstanding questions in this place. At present, 131

moment this government is distracted by a range of issuéy, o qtions from the Liberal MLCs have not been answered by
We have the Atkinson-Ashbourne affair, of course, whlchthe government. To date, 63 questions from 2002 from
W'lll tt_)e ",: t?r? gouf;lts, ar;d, t.hen we will hat\.’ﬁ ar; IanIryh.InhLiberaI MPs remain unanswered in this house, and we have
refation to the raffie-gate ISSue, we are stiil not suré Which, o1 o 4 another 50 during 2003 for which we are still awaiting

of Senator Bolkus's version of events has been decided olly,qyars A total of 115 questions asked by the Liberal Party

but there have been three different versions. There is alsOg, i, estimates in 2002 still remain unanswered, in addition
bit of a distraction within the government as to which faction 90 questions from estimates this year

is knifing wh tain i tth t. Last week’
IS knifing wnom on certain ISsues at the moment. LaStWeek  tpq o u.R. Buckby: Openness and accountability!

we saw the unprecedenteq move W'th the— The Hon. R.G. KERIN: That'’s right. This government

The Hon. S.W. KEY: | rise on a point of order, Madam romised openness and accountability. They also said that
Acting Speaker. My point of order is along the lines of thatney would answer all the estimates’ questions within two
taken previously by the member for Unley, and that is th&yeeks; they have not done so. Despite the spin that the
relevance of this topic to the Governor's speech. | wondepremier put on things, when he made that promise of answers
whether factional issues—which, | understand, plague thg, everything, they have just absolutely ignored that position.
Liberal Party as well as other parties—need to be looked at. pembers interjecting:

The ACTING SPEAKER: | thank the minister. | think The Hon. R.G. KERIN: Someone asked which year. The
there is no point of order and | ask the leader to continue. problem is that it is well past two weeks since this year's

The Hon. R.G. KERIN: Thank you, and that is an estimates and we are still waiting for last year's answers. So,
excellent ruling. | can understand why the member igtis a bit of a waiting game and, like many other things, there
somewhat sensitive about the factional plays within the Labais not the action to back the rhetoric. In total, 449 questions
Party at the moment. Last week, we saw an unprecedentédve not been answered by what claims to be an open and
move, when the Liberal opposition, the Democrats andiccountable government. | think that is a disgrace.
several of the Independents came together to demand an It is fast becoming a government where reviews and
inquiry by the government at the completion of the Ash-summits abound but no action occurs. Excluding the Consti-
bourne trial. It is a pity that such pressure had to be exertetlitional Convention, the Rann government has undertaken
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135 government-funded reviews and has held an additionake any more activity. It really makes a statement when Alex
six taxpayer-funded summits. Despite our best efforts anallagher, the secretary of the union, was out there criticising
endless requests, the opposition has been advised of ttiee minister for not intervening. That is how obvious it
release of only 14 reports. We have a lot of announcementsecame that the minister was not living up to his responsibili-
of reviews but only 14 reports that we have actually been ablées and was not doing his job.

to see. The Hon. I.F. Evansinterjecting:

It seems that reviews are a very good way to put off The Hon. R.G. KERIN: The member for Davenport
making any hard decisions and that summits are a great Way{akes a very good point. After the rhetoric when the Minister
to geta media headline, but they achieve very little when yogor Transport just kept pointing back and saying that this was
have a government that does not pick up on the informatiogreated by the last government, it is interesting to note that
that comes from those or put it into action out in thethe minister could now take the buses back when the
community; that is not happening. contracts run out. | bet he does not. He will continue on with

Inthe area of health, we see some real problems. We he@{fe same system. The other telling point is that the last time
the government bleating about the federal government angle had a major bus strike it was not only a state-owned and
whatever, but with health the federal government has showg system but it was a Labor government as well. So the

some leadership. They really have been about reform in theapor government’s record on industrial relations has already
health area, and it was just a complete stunt at COAG whergarted a major nosedive.

the premiers had a pre-arranged walk-out. They could not p,ing our term in government we had the best industrial

even keep the smirks off their faces. And I am told the reasop,|ations record in Australia, but from what we have seen

they walked out is that they had to go to make an ad t0 g&lyer the last twelve months in particular there is a risk we are

themselves some publicity on the football finals. If that is oing back to the bad old days. We need the minister to

how important the health agreements are to the Labgfervene and make sure that South Australians are looked
premiers of Australia then | think we have got some reabior i g these issues. The same minister has a lot of

pro_lt_)kllems_. lack of dfundi ithin the heal guestions to answer on WorkCover. We have asked a lot of
ere 'Za ac 'OI reﬁourcgl; ak? |ur? Ing wit |nt_de eﬁ t’guestions on this subject since April but have not received
sector, and certainly the public health sector providers herg, 1ing jike satisfactory responses. The minister has come

:Nollildf?ee that ss alrea}l catclthy—ﬂa l?jCk ?]f. rgso#rcr?s T‘ ck in here this afternoon to clarify a couple of issues from
ack of funding, but also just a lack of leadership in the health,, ,agion time, one being whether or not he saw five names.

area. As rgcently as the end of August, CEOs of the statege told parliament earlier in the year that he had seen those
major public hospitals had to meet to consider cancelling alfy e names.

elective surgery in major hospitals for up to two weeks, an Mr Hamilton-Smith: He foraot
public hospitals have been forced to meet winter demand . got.

approximately 100 beds short. Consequently, elective patients 1 "€ Hon- R.G. KERIN: He forgot, but he remembered
are having their surgery cancelled—some up to three timed@in this afternoon and, to his credit, he came back and

in a row—while waiting lists to see some specialists haveéeorrected it
blown out by up to 18 months. Today | asked gabout the June quarterly report for

I think we all see in our own communities the impact thatWorkCover—a very important piece of paper. Any minister
the management of health in this state is currently having€sponsible for WorkCover should have been chasing that on
There are some rea' problems We have seen What ha.éja'ly baSIS fOI’ WeekS Whlle he haS been mII’IISFeI’ We haVe
happened at Glenside in recent weeks with the escapes #en WorkCover blow out from an unfunded liability of
potentially dangerous patients, and each time the escape hé@3 million to over $400 million. If I was the minister
been investigated a serious lack of resources has beé&@sponsible for WorkCover, | would be vitally interested in
reported as the major contributory factor. There is not really¥ing to find out what that level was. He has had to go and
any excuse for not having done more about that. A bit of £heck. The report is sitting in his office and has not been
statement as to where health lies at the moment is the fact tH@oked at. One thinks the minister would be chasing that
in August you could not even get a hot meal at the Royal€Port on a daily basis. We have a code of conduct for
Adelaide Hospital, and the effect of that on both the overMinisters in this state which says that, if they have responsi-
worked nurses and the patients is certainly unfair. bility for financial issues, they are to keep the house in-

Unfortunately, industrial disputes have not been confinedormed. We have not been able to get a figure since the end
to the health sector. We have had several others—notably ti¢é March. We brought that figure to this house! We were
buses. The thing about the buses is that this was a majéfven that information because some people are extremely
problem affecting South Australians on a daily basis, a basigoncerned about what is going on in WorkCover.
government system used by many South Australians, and we The Hon. M.R. Buckby: He would normally meet with
had a minister who was saying, ‘Not my job. Nothing to dothe CEO, but he hasn’t appointed one to meet with.
with me. What role have | gotin that? That's someone else’s The Hon. R.G. KERIN: That is true. There is a whole
responsibility.” We had a minister who just walked awayrange of issues with WorkCover. Since late last year it has
from his responsibility. In previous years there have beemot had a CEO. We have a deteriorating system—there is no
countless examples of ministers who would actually go in andloubt about that. The Treasurer has ruled out any taxpayer
help sort out disputes. bailout, but the way it is heading it has so many similarities

This minister was not only Minister for Industrial with what happened with the State Bank. It is a state of denial
Relations but also the Minister for Transport, so to handbalissue. We have been asking serious questions and not playing
it he would have to handball it into the mirror! But still he games. It is a serious issue with WorkCover. We are talking
would not act, and it was only when there was enormousf hundreds of millions of dollars lost, and no-one from the
public and media pressure that he got off his hands and hefgbvernment seems to care. The Premier has to take a lot more
one meeting. After that he disappeared again, and we did ntgadership on this huge issue.
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We talk about $1 million here and $1 million there as faryesterday in the opening speech yet again reiterates that the
as cuts go, but we have seen well over $300 million disappe@overnment is very much about rhetoric rather than action.
from WorkCover—maybe more, because we cannot get the Economic development is another area in which rhetoric
figures—and it is a very serious issue and one for which theas well and truly taken over. What we have heard with
minister has to take a lot more responsibility. It is aneconomic development is nothing but rhetoric. The govern-
important system for both employers and employees in thiment set up the Economic Development Board and, yes, a
state and deserves a hell of a lot more attention from th&amework has been brought down, but the framework is not
minister and the government, and we will continue to pushhe action item. The framework is more a discussion paper
hard on the WorkCover issue because the government hasdconcerning what should happen as the next step before things
take enormous responsibility. really get going. One of the recommendations which is an

The minister keeps trying to point back at a rebate ofabsolute key within the Economic Development Board report
$20 million some years ago. At the time that was a responis that there must be a state strategic plan. The state strategic
sible thing to do because WorkCover was performing at thaplan is the action item that says what you do next. Without
stage. That was not where it ran into trouble. A couple othat, we have a department which is sitting there without any
parliamentary committees are looking at issues wittdirection or leadership from the government.

WorkCover, but the minister has a lot of questions to answer The department was told at the time of the change of
on who has made certain decisions, whether there has begavernment, ‘Wait, we want to change direction’. A lot of

influence on some of these decisions and whether they hatleem were pulled off what they were doing, they were told
been bad decisions. That will go further. to just wait around, sit tight and they would sooner or later

Another issue the government seems to want to raiskave a new direction. Twenty months down the track and we
continually is the issue of the low level waste repository.are no closer to having any direction for those departments.
Briefly, South Australians ought to feel cheated on that. Theye saw last year that all the money that would normally go
have been misled terribly about what the low level radioacinto creating jobs in this state went back into Treasury. We
tive waste repository is about. It is an absolute disgrace thaaw that what was spent on regional development infrastruc-
we have had the Premier and the Minister for the Environture was cut to about a tenth of what it had been in the last
ment misrepresenting what the low level radioactive wastgear of the Liberal government, and that is starting to bite.
repository is all about. The terminology ‘nuclear waste’ is  What we are hearing now is rhetoric. We have heard the
purely to mislead the public. They are talking about thePremier’s rhetoric several times when he has said, ‘We are
responsible storage of what is currently stored in suburbs argbing to triple exports’. Itis easy to stand there and say, ‘We
towns around Australia. It is about responsibility. We haveare going to triple exports.’ The Liberal government did triple
a government that is prepared to risk South Australia’s cleaaxports, but we worked hard at it. We had plans and we
and green image by tagging and misrepresenting what thisorked out which industries we were going to do it in. We
repository is all about. The fact that they have said on severgot out and did the work and put the money in. We made it
occasions that this risks us losing our clean and green imagestually happen. We took exports in this state from $3 billion
is absolute rubbish. It is playing politics and it really showsto nearly $10 billion. This is a really worrying concern,
no regard whatsoever for the food and wine producers of thisecause it is that export money that has fuelled the property
state. When you get the opportunity to explain to Soutthoom and investment within South Australia. Make no
Australians what the low level radioactive waste repositorymistake: when you put an extra $6 billion into a state like
is all about, they are pretty disappointed that the governmer8outh Australia each year, it makes an enormous difference.
misled them. They have had a few helpers, but the governAle were growing exports at a rate of probably about
ment has misled them and misled them badly. $1 billion a year. The report which measures trade was

The Premier makes much of law and order on a wholgublished about a week ago, and it contains some alarming
range of issues, but one area where the government has trieigéws. One paragraph states:
to mislead us is its rhetoric about law and order versus what The value of South Australian merchandise exports in original
is actually happening, and we have lawyers who are expressrms for the month of June 2003 was $576 million. This was a
ing some genuine concerns about this. The Premier tries gcrease of 11.7 per cent from May 2003, and 27 per cent down on
say that lawyers are public enemies and so on, but that [3€ June 2002 figure of $796 miliion. _
misreading what the lawyers are actually saying. If you lookMore importantly, after the work that was done to build the
ata lot of the statements that are made, it is about the lack §xports and the economy of this state, there is the following
resources that are there. It is about the fact that some of tiséatement:
rhetoric really will not produce the right outcomes. There are  There has been a decrease of 8.9 per cent in the value of exports
some genuine concerns, which the government is ignoring the 12 months to June 2003 over the preceding 12 months.
in respect of its direction with law and order: in fact it is That is alarming news not just for us but for the business
nearly all rhetoric as is this ‘tough on crime’ scenario versusector of South Australia. We have come out of a period of
looking for real outcomes. enormous growth in exports—25 and 30 per cent on a couple

| think that what we have seen with law and order is thabf occasions. Food exports doubled over a couple of years,
police numbers will be down over this Christmas periodwine exports have gone through the roof, car exports have
because there has been no recruiting. They have not run tbeilt and built, but what have we got in this first financial
courses at the right pace. We have seen the DPP’s office, fgear of this government? All of a sudden, exports in this state
instance, short on staff, and we have seen crime preventidrave dipped down by 9 per cent. That is a very worrying
programs closed down. In fact, there is a whole range oftatistic.
issues. When the government has had the opportunity to act We have heard this rhetoric about tripling exports, but |
in respect of law and order and show some commitmentave not heard the Premier or any minister say how they are
there is no commitment. It is a political game. It is aboutgoing to do it. Which industries are they going to target, and
headlines and about stunts. Certainly the list that we hearid which areas are they going to build those industries? What
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are the infrastructure needs and the labour needs? In somesafpport your getting more money, because it is a very
the areas that we rebuilt we are now out of housing. We havienportant issue. Itis one that we are really with you on. The
market failure and not enough housing. The $20 millionTreasurer has to loosen the purse strings.
program that we put in to get over that market failure and There are a whole lot of other issues, such as industrial
have the government do something, this government haglations. We have a report on that gathering dust. We do not
taken out. Treasurer Foley took that back. That is part of theltnow what the government is going to do about industrial
$300 million. relations. | think the report is sitting there in that particular
There is absolutely no plan whatsoever. It is all rhetoricminister’s office with a whole range of other reports and
because they say they are going to triple exports when theyorrespondence.
have not even given a thought to how. The Treasurer's That minister also has to address certain issues to do with
attitude is that this is a problem for the private sector. Havingoad funding and what we are to do with outback roads in
sat around the cabinet table during the time when exportsarticular. That is where our tourism industry will be
went right up, | can tell the Treasurer that governmeninormously impacted. Our tourism operators are extremely
intervention and action is absolutely essential, but nothingoncerned not just about this government's attitude to tourism
will happen under this government because they are just ngut also about what it is doing to outback roads. We have
interested. It is not a priority for this government. terrific operators up there, and they are very concerned that
You look at the industry sectors that can actually build thepeople will just not go out there.
exports and the economy of this state, but when you look  Basically, | think South Australia is starting to get rather
around the cabinet table you see no champions. There is npnpatient with this government. We have heard the rhetoric
one there to champion the growth of any of these industriesver and over again, but we are not seeing any action. More
They just do not get it at the moment. As far as those expoiind more people are starting to wake up to that. So, we hope
figures are concerned, | think we have some worrying timego see some action from this government. We hope to see
ahead. Thank goodness the economy has kept going reas@ame answers to questions. Overall, | suppose that what we
ably well. Housing has played an enormous part in that, budlo from here on in is live in hope that this government will
alot of itis the money that exports have brought in. The fachctually start doing a few things and stop just talking about
that we have had growth year upon year has fuelled thighem, having reviews, and whatever else.
economy. The slowing down of exports will inevitably cost | again thank and congratulate the Lieutenant-Governor
us dearly. After 20 months, this government is still in thepn his speech yesterday and for the work he does. He and our

planning stage. They are only there for four years—and | tak&overnor, Marjorie Jackson-Nelson, are doing a terrific job
it that it will only be for four years—they are now almost half for South Australians.

way and we have no idea where they are going to take the
economy. Ms CHAPMAN (Bragg): First, 1 acknowledge, in
The government faces some enormous challenges. Wpreciation, the presentation yesterday by His Excellency
have heard a lot of rhetoric about the Murray. | have seen thelr Bruno Krumins, who delivered Her Excellency’s speech
communigue from COAG, and | must say that there is a loto us in the other place. | was quite looking forward to
of work to do yet to ensure that the money that goes into thearing, in the presentation, an extensive and expansive
fund will produce the outcomes that South Australia wantspresentation in relation to education and children’s services.
There is a lot of work to be done. At the moment it is After all, the Premier went to the election in February last
rhetoric, and what really annoys me is that this governmenjear offering to be the ‘education premier for South
is not putting any extra money towards the Murray. TheAustralia. He said that this would be an area of importance
Treasurer is putting his hand in South Australians’ pocketsand priority for his government, but there we were, into the
The government is going to raise about $100 million over theyresentation yesterday of what is to be advanced for educa-
next five years from its levy and put in $65 million. I take it tion during the forthcoming sitting of this parliament, and
the Treasurer will pocket the rest. The government will helpwhat we got was two sentences to reaffirm his government’s
its coffers, not the river; that problem has been put back to usipparent commitment to education and the importance of the
As far as the health of the river is concerned, there aretate’s giving children every opportunity to learn and to make
enormous issues ahead. The Natural Resource Managemetig most of their potential. He told us:
Bill will be debated in this place. | will just say to those  gqycation and training are central to the future development of
members over the other side, if they will listen for a tick: South Australia’s economy and community. For this reason,
there is enormous mistrust in regional South Australia abougducation is one of the highest priorities of my government.

what this government is doing with natural resource managen the whole presentation to outline what is to happen in this
ment. People in regional South Australia do not trust thisyext session he gave us two sentences. Those two sentences
government. They see that what is happening with naturgjutiine what he claims his government has done in the last 18
resource management is that the bureaucrats have got thifpnths. There was not one word in the presentation yesterday
minister exactly where they want him. The Natural Resourceg outline one program, one proposed activity, one initiative

Management Bill is all about the centralisation of power—nofor one direction his government is going to take education in
even so much to the minister but to a few bureaucrats wh@uring the next session.

have a few scores to settle with people across the state.

In relation to the other issues, | know that the Minister for [ Sitting suspended from 6 to 7.30 p.m.]
Social Justice is well aware of the challenges to be faced in
relation to child abuse. | say again to the Treasurer, ‘Support Ms CHAPMAN: Having been profoundly disappointed
the minister and give her some money, because money g/ the lack of any contribution whatsoever from the govern-
what is needed to sort out the problem. We are right therenent about what it might be doing in the next session in
with you, minister: the Treasurer is being very mean to yourelation to education and children’s services, | move to be
He should be giving you a lot more money, and we will further deeply disappointed in respect of anything in relation
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to women. Given that it was this government that took someape; sexually transmitted infections; reproduction; and, at the
nine months before it announced who would comprise thend, same sex attracted youth issues.
Premier's Women’s Council, it did not surprise me but, | highlight that information, because the teachers in that
nevertheless, it was a further disappointment. But somsurvey raised what they considered to be the important
things are happening in education, which continue to causeatter—and it is an important matter—of same sex attracted
some concern. | propose to address those concerns toniglybuth issues which can appropriately be expanded to
A pilot sex education program, which was commissionedecognise multiple relationships in society so that there is a
by the state government and which was produced by arespect for and recognition of them. That is very important,
organisation called SHine (Sexual Health Informationbecause in July 2000 the Department of Health put a submis-
Networking Exchange), and paid for by all of us, has beersion internally to its own finance committee seeking
introduced into 15 South Australian high schools this year$200 000 for a new initiative in relation to ‘unplanned
May | say at the outset that the Liberal Party is absolutelypregnancy in teenagers’. In 2001, the department did its own
committed to sex education in schools. It is necessary, it isesearch as to whether there was a need for any program in
appropriate, and it is welcome. Indeed, even this program haslation to unplanned pregnancy in teenagers, and a senior
a significant basis which is appropriate and which is welproject officer of the DHS reported on SHine ‘champing at
comed by this government in updating and contemporisinghe bit for the dollars but Jill has been concerned to define the
sex education for our schools. issues and nature of the "problem™. They reported on
However, in my capacity as shadow minister for educatiomesearch of literature, careful not to pathologise topic and
and children’s services, | wish to address a number of seriolsts—and these are important—and found the following six
concerns, and this is not so much in relation to content. Buthings irrespective of SHine's research:
as is the case with the Premier and the minister, | have ga) only six births to women less than 15 in ‘99, two thirds of
received hundreds of letters from constituents, concernedenage births aged 18-19 and 42% married or de-facto;
parents and concerned people in South Australia in relation b) notall young women at risk;

e : c) comparisons to appropriate countries: Britain, Canada and
o this issue. There have been personal presentations aﬂgw Zealand, have similar abortion and parenting statistics;

people have spoken on this issue, both publicly and at private " g)jargest number of abortions were in the 20-24 age group:
meetings, and have identified the levels of disquiet, distress e) unplanned pregnancies occur across all fertile age groups; and
and general disenchantment with aspects of this program. f) problems of unplanned pregnancy not unique to teenagers.
I do not propose to traverse or argue tonight those aspecthey recommended that funding be allocated only for a
of the program which are appropriate or accurate or which argpecific period. They say:
clal_med to be inaccurate or inappropriate; or t_he .subs'gantla This seems to be especially important given that Kaisu—
omission of subject matter in this program, which is clalme(bé .
to be negligent and erroneous in presenting a comprehensi ¢ person we now know to be the CEO of this
sexual health and relationship education program for Ou?rgqnlsat|on— N
children aged between 11 and 15, more specifically fois quite a savvy political player.
students in years 8, 9 and 10, as the pilot is currently bein§o what happened then was that, Kaisu, the CEO, suggested
administered. that a $160 000 one-off payment was not enough; she wanted
| propose to point out some history in relation to two $250 000 over four years. She wanted a commitment from the
factors in this program, that is, the continued claim by thisgovernment for $1 million for this program over four years.
government that this is a program which has been at thelowever, the Department of Human Services approved only
behest of and with the support of parents and that there h&160 000 as a one-off payment to do the preliminary work in
been extensive consultation. Indeed, there is another aspent|ation to the material that would form the basis of this
namely, that there is and continues to be a comprehensiywogram. There had to be further reporting, and times and
assessment and review of what is being currently carried otargets, etc., to satisfy that there would be appropriate
in our schools. Let me say that the material on the Departexpenditure and that this program would indeed reduce
ment of Human Services’ records and files tells us somé&enage pregnancy.
history of this matter. We proceed through the latter part of 2001, and it seems
In 2000, the organisation SHine undertook consultatiorihat with this limitation but with some promise of review we
with parents, teachers and students; it was a recorded reviean come into early 2002, when there was a launch by SHine
or program which they described as, ‘Having their say 2000'of a resource material ‘Tell it like it is,” which was for the
Apparently, they interviewed 184 parents, 171 teachers anpurpose of schoolchildren. This government then decided on
415 students. They recorded and identified the importanwhatever advice it may have had from the department that it
topics that each group identified. Let me put on the recoravould proceed to allow for a four year program; that is, it
what the parents said. The key most important topics oéctually committed to a further $750 000 over three years. By
parents were: sexually transmitted infections; sexual internid 2002, the Minister for Health provided a brief to advise
course, including abstinence; negotiating for personal safetyrer of the resource material ‘Talk it like it is” and ‘Teach it
pregnancy and childbirth; and issues around unplannelike it is,” which was then due to be published in September
pregnancy and abortion. last year. By August, a steering committee had been estab-
The topics which the students most wanted addressdished which comprised representatives of the Department of
included: being forced to have sex; being able to say yes diealth (formerly Human Services), a representative from the
no to sex; becoming a parent when still at school; peoplerganisation SHine and a representative from the education
having sex when using alcohol or drugs; sexual harassmerdepartment. Claims were made that the program was based
and harassment and violence. The teachers considered wioait evidence in other countries, particularly western Europe
needed to be in the program and what they considered to kznd Scandinavia, and the proposed selection of schools by the
important was: safe sex and risk taking behaviour; relationend of September, training of teachers in term 4 and imple-
ships and communication; contraception; sexual coercion andentation in term 1.
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La Trobe University was to be contacted to undertakeprogram that was already out there being taught to the
evaluation and research. August comes along, and later thiachers to be implemented.
month the steering committee met again. It determined that Three trial schools were selected and three comparison
the criteria for selecting the schools that will be in this trial schools (I will not name them, obviously, for the protection
are democratic indicators of disadvantage and enthusiasmad the schools) for La Trobe University to, in fact, conduct
implement the program. It had to be considered whether i survey of an assessment of the overall evaluation of the
was desirable to put some schools in the project. By Novermprogram. That is a very different situation to evaluating the
ber, a launch date for March 2003 was set for the progranprogram itself.
It was noted at that stage that the department's own records | specifically referred to the minister on 28 July. She said,
stated that there were ethical concerns about asking studemtsrelation to this program:
younger than year 10 about sexual behaviour, and that needed o the first time with sex education in public schools in South
to be resolved. It was resolved all right, because we nowustralia, parents are asked to sign a consent form to have their
know that the survey questions include year 10s—that is, 14shildren participate. Normally, it's an opt out situation where you
year olds and 15-year olds—being asked questions in relatidive to sign a consent form to have your child not participate.
to their own sexual experience. It was a problem then and,That is a fascinating statement, | suggest, because the
suggest, it is still a problem. minister well knew that you cannot opt in; you only have an

SHine was responsible for preparing the report. It hadpt out. If she did not, she clearly had not read the material
done the research, collated the material and provided th&hich was being presented and which had been discussed,
program, and La Trobe was to write an evaluation section g&nd she did not know her own education regulations.
the report. By November, letters had gone out to the 1%Regulation 110 of the education regulations 1997 specifically
schools that it had selected after an invitation to submit, angtates that the right to withdraw a child from a program—and,
then it selected on the criteria that we now know. Veryin particular, a sex education program—comes with a written
interestingly, by January, the ethics unit of the Departmengpplication. She knew that you cannot opt in; you only have
of Education and Children’s Services declined to approve thigh opt out. To the best of my knowledge, at no time has the
program. Notwithstanding that, we now know that an ethicgninister promulgated any variation to those regulations to
application had been sent to the human ethics committee égquire this new procedure. In any event, we have a program
LaTrobe University. But we know that, back in March, thethat has not been evaluated, and La Trobe University has
La Trobe University ethics committee granted approval tdeen called upon to provide advice and support for the

proceed with the research it was doing conditional uporgvaluation of the program. But it is important to note that, as
DECS providing it with a copy of permission. late as July this year, Professor John Salmond of La Trobe

So, they were both relying on each other’s authority toUniversity stated:
proceed. That is a very interesting thing, because it was La Trobe’s involvement in the SHARE project is an evaluation
clearly not to in any way undertake any review of the contennd itis confined to certain aspects of the project only and this does
- . .. _notinclude reviewing the curriculum itself.

of the material that had been produced. By April, the Minister ) ) ]
for Education was saying on radio that students had not ydpterestingly, Mr Trevor Fletcher, Executive Director of
started the course, but this is a program that was ‘driven bchools and Children’s Services, in a letter dated 22 July
parents in consultation with teachers’. That is complete2003 in response to a concerned parent, states:

nonsense. On the same day, Ms Gibson of SHine said on the Your concerns and feedback will be passed on to the independent
ABC: evaluators of the program.

In 2000 we consulted with parents, teachers, students, about whaBuggest to this parliament that, in fact, there are no inde-
sort of things they want in a relationships and sexual health prografaendent evaluators. There is someone who has assisted in the

and the topics that they identified. have been built into the presentation of the survey material and the consent letters in
program. relation to whether or not this program has been successful.
Well, they have been, but so have a lot of others, | suggesthere is no independent evaluator of this program, and the
| was pleased to hear the Chief Executive of DECS announagpposition has repeatedly indicated that that is of concern to
on 24 April, ‘The program is outstanding. The Chief the community, and the government is clearly not listening.
Executive further said: Members should bear in mind that SHine has a million dollar
I’'m mindful of the fact that | do need to listen to the advice of investment in this program in a contract with the government.

parents. . the advice of teachers and if modifications need to bdnterestingly, as a result of very low feedback on its surveys
made then they will be. (and that is the concern because you must actually have a

| was pleased to hear that because | thought, ‘Well, tharaSonable number to evaluate), SHine notes: _
fair” We did not know all this history at the time, but that _ Parliamentsitsin five weeks and the project will come up again.
seemed fair. A few days later, when the question of the ethic§Upport letters are being sought to assist with defending the program.
approval of this program was questioned, he said on 5AA, ifp0 what does it do? It goes off to the AMA. It gets the
respect of the program: general practitioner chair to sign a letter to the minister
This doesn’t require an ethics committee. Itis a curriculum ancms'[{jltlng that it supports the SHARE project conducted by

under the legislation and the authority that I'm provided as ChieAMA SA. Well, let me say that, in a letter to me dated
Executive, | can. . endorse curriculum and trial curriculum without 2 September, the current president of SHine SA states:

going through an ethics committee. The purpose of the meeting—

So, we now know the truth of the matter. This program hadhat is the meeting between SHine and the general practition-
been initiated, it was operating, the teachers had been trainegts group—
the students were out there, and it was not until May when th\?/as to ascertain that the medical aspects of sex education in schools

research unit at DECS granted the approval that the goveriere accurate. The AMA (SA) has not given endorsement of the
ment now relies on, which is a retrospective approval of grogram and only advised that the medical content is accurate.



Tuesday 16 September 2003 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 57

So, in reality, we have a situation (as is recorded in thavithdraw their child from sex education classes. | suggest to
department’s own documentation and the SHine departmenttddis house that it is outrageous to suggest that the group
steering committee records) where a process adopted by thdthdrawn by caring and concerned parents is in any way part
department has been defective, and the parents of theséthe teenage pregnancy rate. | am advised that evidence
children (who are the guinea pigs in this trial), while con-cited in local teenage pregnancy research points to factors
sulted in a general way, have been bypassed. The depastich as poverty, family relationship breakdown, past sexual
ment’s own guidelines require full disclosure to parents, anébuse and low self esteem. Indeed, recent South Australian
‘informed consent means that they have been given aresearch shows that this teenaged pregnancy group is well
accurate and informative description in terms that theynformed about contraception. This program is being
understand’. This program is notable, | suggest, for th@resented as contemporary, updated and the world’s first.
secrecy surrounding it and for isolating and marginalisinglime has passed and | have had a chance to have a look at
parents. some of these programs, many of which were developed and
We have heard the concerns from the community. Thelate to the 1970s. | suggest that actually there is nothing new
teacher resource from which the curriculum was based waa these programs. | can say that there was an eruption of
stamped ‘not for distribution or citation’. Is this because it isconcern about this 20 years ago. At that time parents rejected
clear that it does not stand up to public scrutiny? Parents dit, and they are rejecting it again now. At that stage they were
not know about the nature and content of the program untijuestioning whether this material was appropriate, accurate
after it was introduced. They were asked to give consent tor even harmful, and they gave their decision.
their children taking part without full knowledge of whatthe | suggest to this house that the resource material produced
program contained. This program has also been promoted by SHine states that gender is a social construct and that
schools and parents on the basis that the trial implementatidromosexual relationships are as valid as heterosexual
will be ‘thoroughly researched and evaluated’ by the Larelationships. The safe practices section presents anal
Trobe University. However, we now know what La Trobe intercourse as simply another option. Again, | do not propose
University says about that evaluation. to traverse those issues. | think it is important to deal with
It is providing qualitative data for teachers’ descriptionsrelationships and diversity of relationships in the community,
of the experience of the program and questionnaires tbut to introduce this—and | have had 20 years experience in
students. They are not and never have been instructed in adgaling with legal matters, including child protection—aimed
way to undertake a review or evaluation of the actual conterdt such a young age group is potentially damaging and is
of the program. The results, of course, of its evaluation aréeing introduced without a professional review or assessment
not expected until next year. This program will be trialledof its outcomes. There are issues in relation to suicide,
over three years, after which it is expected to expand to othexdolescence, relationship breakdown and getting in too deep.
schools. There has been no caveat that it will be expanded ‘Bome tell me that, if you bombard children with too much
successful’, or ‘if accepted by a majority of parents’, just thatexplicit material in relation to this, you will cause identity
it will be expanded to other schools. We know that, of coursegonfusion. Is it not extraordinary that, at a time when we
there is a vested financial interest in SHine being able tonake laws which prohibit having sexual relations with
deliver in that regard. children under 17 years of age and which are stringent in
SHine states that the continuing high rates of sexuallyelation to the literature we let them read, the films we let
transmitted infections, unplanned pregnancies, harassmethiem see and the advertising they are exposed to, there is no
and sexual violence in SA indicate that young people do nasimilar restriction in relation to protecting children to ensure
have sufficient knowledge and awareness of sexual health atidat they are not exposed to harmful material in this curricu-
relationship issues. The government lauded this program arldm?
promoted it as the sexual equivalent of a drug harm minimisa- | have raised this concern with the Premier, and he has
tion program aimed at deterring teenage pregnancies and tignored the correspondence. | am pleased to say that at least
abortion rate. the Minister for Social Justice has acknowledged a copy of
Statistics are quoted in which they say that 929 teenagetbkat correspondence, but the Premier has not. In my letter to
gave birth, ‘'some as young as 13'. | am informed by thethe Premier, now months old, | pointed out that teachers have
medical practitioner in relation to this material that ‘some’just 15 hours training in respect of this program, and they are
represents two people. Such figures distort the truth that tHeeing expected to exercise commonsense and ensure that
figures include those in the 16 to 18 age group and adultshildren are protected against any adverse effect. | suggest
whose pregnancies may not be unwanted or unplannethat this places an unfair and unreasonable burden on teachers
Indeed, the age distribution of teenage confinements in Soutind leaves them vulnerable to claims of damage in the future
Australia shows numbers increasing with age, with nearlyand even potential liability for prosecution. | state in this
70 per cent of the young women giving birth between thehouse my concern and the fact that there is a clear legal and
ages of 18 and 19. Again, in relation to those figures, it is anoral obligation on the government, the department, SHine
large leap to say that these figures justify the sort of materiads the contracted agency providing this, principals, teachers
proposed to 11 and 12-year old children. The SHine fact sheand parents to act responsibly in this area and to ensure that
on relationships and sexual health quotes internationale do not produce something that is even inadvertently
comparisons for pregnancy rates in teenagers, citing Austarmful or destructive to children without its being properly
ralia’s rate as being higher than some in Europe but, in facgssessed.
when you look at the comparison between the US, New A classic example is offering to children the advice that
Zealand, Canada, England and Wales, whose rates rangendoms will give them 98 to 99 per cent protection against
between 83.6 in the US to 45.3 in Canada, then the rate isexually transmitted diseases. Medical professionals tell me
South Australia of 43.7 is actually not too bad. that that is a nonsense; the best they can say is that they might
The fact sheet goes on to state that one clear difference neduce the risk by 50 per cent. We must be careful about the
the approach is that parents in Australia are allowed tanformation we presentto children in this program. On what
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basis has this program been approved? None. Has there badter contempt for those who resort to puerile ridicule and
any evidence that a positive impact can be made on teenagbkaracter assassination in preference to a rigorous intellectual
pregnancy rates? | suggest, none. Claims of inaccuratask of mounting a reasoned argument. | must say that as |
information, inappropriate material and particularly damagindistened | found myself feeling considerable sympathy for
material need to be properly investigated and it is imperativesome of the sentiments expressed by Mr Downer.

in my view, that this be scrutinised by independent develop- - Mr Downer then turned his attention to the churches. He
mental psychologists or ethics committees, those familiagaid that they have a right, indeed an obligation, to speak out
with the needs of 11 to 15 year olds, because that is the keyh moral issues. The recent war in Irag, he said, was one such
age group this is being introduced to. Children, of coursejegitimate case. He then came to the main point of his speech.
develop and mature at different rates, and in relation to he churches have a duty to get their facts straight before
number of the programs that have been introduced peopiiey express a moral view, Mr Downer said. Those who, as
have submitted to me their concern that children who arg matter of faith, seek truth, should guard it with honour if
intellectually challenged, who are developmentally immaturghey are to preserve their moral pulpit. | must say that | was
and who may be victims of child sexual abuse themselves, akgj|| in agreement with him. He then said that the truth about
introduced to a program without this being carefully studiedraq was that Saddam was a wicked man. He had murdered
and scrutinised. innocents; he had caused wars (the last one in 1991); and he
There are other factors in relation to introducing what mayhad used poisonous gas on civilians, and so on. Mr Downer
be dangerous or frightening to children at an age where it igaid that this was the truth and that it had been the reason for
simply too much, too soon. | call on the government, giverour involvement in the war. | repeat: this had been the reason
that it has given no indication of any program that it isfor our involvement in the war. | was quite shocked. Mr
proposing to deal with or any direction that it is going to takeDowner had, before my eyes, abruptly turned his back on the
in relation to education, at the very least to get this progranruth and suddenly plumbed the depths of cant and humbug.
off the table and properly assessed, and to identify in it what Every Australian remembers the truth. We were told it

is retrievable and will be of benefit. There are clearly aSpeCtFepeatedly by Mr Downer and the Prime Minister before they
which even |, as a parent of adult children, would have o mitted our troops to war. It bears very little resemblance
endorse, and which I have had other professionals look at, @ ihe truth now. The truth then was that this tyrant of long-
say thatitis perfectly appropriate and excellent material tq,qing had an active weapons of mass destruction program.
assist in the sexual education of our children. That needs g, may even have built, or be building, an atomic bomb
be salvaged, if possible, and implemented. After all, thg,ging African uranium. He may use these weapons at any
taxpayers of South Al_Jstraha have paid for t,h's program.  ime "Even more shocking, he was in cahoots with Osama bin
On another day | will traverse the professional advice thaf 5qen and may soon pass these WMD's onto terrorists. The
| 'have had in relation to this program which, as | say,yar has now been over for months, and what has been found?
confirms that some of the content is excellent, that some othing. The weapons of mass destruction argument was, at
itis appropriate, but which has produced damning results iRest 5 case of wishful thinking. It was this fatuous truth that
relation to other aspects of it. In my submission, itis approshe churches and others did not accept. This is why they could

priate for the government to remedy this and to get on withy,¢ accept the need for war. The case for war had not been
iturgently before we have another child protection issue anghade out. This is a very different proposition to their
are calling for another royal commission in another 10 or l%sserting that Saddam was a great bloke.

years because we did not clean this up properly now. The truth has now been demonstrated to be a cynical

pretext. Mr Downer obviously finds the dissonance between

Mr RAU (Enfield): | also congratulate the Lieutenant- =" ) : :
( ) J ?s first truth and his current truth very distressing. Perhaps
0

Governor on his speech and will direct some general remarks? " hv he | K he church
about policy issues in the state and in the country generall{!!S IS Why he s so keen to set the churches up as straw men
I was recently invited to attend a book launch in Old Parlia10 knock down. The truth is that our federal government was

ment House. The book was somewhat optimistically entitled€t€rmined to participate in toppling, by force, a foreign
The Twilight of the Elites. It was launched with great government, with or without UN sanction. It justified this to
eloguence by the Foreign Minister, Mr Alexander Downer.OU" PeOple by an untruth.
I think it is fair to say that his natural place was in the centre, Why it chose this course is open to speculation. Perhaps
if not slightly to the left, of the political spectrum gathered in the truth was harder to share with us than a fantasy. The soft
the Old Chamber that day. Playing somewhat to the crowdption was to deploy a weapons of mass destruction decep-
Mr Downer launched an attack on what he described as ‘lefion on the Australian people. The point that the truth
wing liberal bourgeois orthodoxy.’ He decried the so-calledadvanced to sell the war was a phoney. That is the point. If
post-modern world view, dominated as it is by concepts othere was a valid case for war, we certainly did not hear very
relativity rather than truth. He decried the nasty invective thafnuch about it. So much for Mr Downer’s interest in the truth.
left wing liberals have often used to silence those who do not his federal government, along with many opinion makers,
share their opinions. is very keen on the truth until it conflicts with their own
He tore into the use of labels like racist, fascist, sexist an@genda.
such like that have so often been a poor substitute for | would like to explore the concept of truth, if | may, in
argument and debate. The ‘left wing liberal bourgeoiswhat passes for political debate in this country. | have chosen
orthodoxy’ described by Mr Downer is, to all intents andjust a few examples to illustrate my point. The government
purposes, the same phenomenon as the author Professdmwhich Mr Downer is a senior member is now involved in
David Flint described in his book as the elites. Others calfuietly disseminating truths in relation to an Australian-US
them the politically correct: still others call them the chatter-free trade agreement. The case for such an agreement has
ing classes. Whatever you call them, there is no doubt thdteen advanced on the basis that this will produce a trade
they are out there. | am proud to say that | have nothing butonus for Australians. But what is the truth?
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The state government has recently engaged consultantsgach as dairying and sugar. This is a long way from the main
consider the impact of a free trade agreement on Soutiiame in our economy, or at least it should be.
Australia. | received a copy of the issues paper on about 20 Itis also worth bearing in mind that an agreement of this
August. | promptly wrote a submission in response to thisype may create a large degree of trade substitution as
very important paper. | hope that somebody actually reads ibpposed to an increase in trade in a net sense. This trade
| was very disappointed that such a short time was providedubstitution will only make Australia more dependent on the
for public consultation. In fact, | had a little over a week. | vagaries of the American economy. It is by no means clear
only hope that the paper was very broadly distributed so athat Australia’s having all its economic eggs in the American
to enable as many views as possible to be taken into accoutiasket is to its long-term advantage. There are many good
The truth does not always come from the usual suspects. reasons why we should also have very good linkages with
In any event, South Australians have two interests in thig\sian economies, and in particular those of China and Japan.
so-called free trade agreement. The first is a broad national In summary, it is difficult to see what the economic
interest which we, as South Australians, share with all othejustification for the indecent enthusiasm for pursuing this
Australians. The fact that this is a shared interest should natgreement is. If the agreement were being pursued on the
make our views any less relevant. basis that it was in some way going to enhance bilateral
The second interest is a more narrow parochial one basetkfence arrangements or assist in our long-term security, that
on the impacts anticipated to fall disproportionately on Souttshould be the focus of the argument. Hitherto it has not been.
Australian industries or populations. | would like to addressTherefore, on the merits of the argument as presented, the
both matters. | refer, first, to the broad national impact. | amruth is that the proposition is at best equivocal if not
extremely concerned about the broad national impact of angontraindicated.
free trade agreement with the US. At the risk of labouring the | now turn to some areas of more specific relevance to
obvious, the United States is the world’s only superpower. ASouth Australia. Of the four leading South Australian sectors
comparison of the Australian and US economies is similar talescribed in the discussion paper, grains and resources have
comparing a mouse with an elephant. limited upside potential from the free trade agreement. All the
The proposed free trade agreement would, amongst othpotential upside lies in the wine market, which currently has
things, seek to eliminate, to the extent possible, barriers tm deal with a 5 per cent US tariff, and the motor vehicle and
trade in goods and services and to harmonise regulatogutomotive parts industry, which has variable tariff barriers
schemes between the two economies. It would be naive in tha the US point of entry.
extreme to assume that the United States would be altering In the scheme of things, a 5 per cent US tariff on our wine
regulatory schemes and internal arrangements in order s probably likely to be of much less significance to our
accommodate such an agreement with an insignificamgotential to grow our market there than decent marketing
economic partner such as Australia. skills, a good product and a competitively valued Australian
Obviously, if there is to be any adjustment, it will occur dollar. Any suggestion that the removal of a 5 per cent tariff
on our side of the ledger rather than theirs. This has particulavill produce a bonanza for our wine industry is wishful
implications for national sovereignty and cultural independ+thinking. It is but one of a multiple of variables to be
ence. Take for example health care. | do not know angonsidered.
Australian politician who would dare assert that the American  Similar remarks could be made about motor vehicles and
public health system is one that we should seek to emulatautomotive parts, with the exception that it must be borne in
Nevertheless, it is inevitable that the pressures to accommaaind that the American parent companies of some of the
date American interests seeking to provide services in thmajor producers in Australia may well decide that it is better
health area would tend to drive our health system towards th®e produce product in the United States and ship it here rather
US model. | appreciate that this would not happen overnighthan the other way around. There seems to be a very naive
but the tendency is one that | do not want to see at all. belief that somehow Australian based production will be
To the extent that cultural identity is regarded as signifi-preserved for some intrinsic reason by management, which
cant, and to my mind it is very significant, this agreement hass perhaps in Detroit.
the potential to virtually swamp what remains of Australian It should be borne in mind that, whilst Mitsubishi and
cultural heritage and values with what is euphemisticallyfGeneral Motors are possibly not the automotive manufactur-
described as American popular culture. We suffer from thers that are most concerned about the impact of a free trade
same mixed blessing as our Canadian cousins: we spe#ieaty, the component suppliers who supply them also supply
English. | do not want to labour this point too much otherFord and Toyota. Whilst these plants, that is, Ford and
than to say that there are innumerable examples of whefBoyota, are notin South Australia, the components industries
standards will inevitably be set by the American partner in thare. In my opinion, it is highly speculative to suggest that
trading relationship, and these will act to the detriment othere is any upside guaranteed for the South Australian
established Australian culture or values or consumers. Thigutomotive industry in a free trade agreement with the United
has a cost which it is not easy to render into dollars. It isStates. | add, as an aside, that | assume that they, being the
however, a substantial cost. United States, would want to have the existing car tariff
The various studies, which are summarised in a discussicepplicable to American produced vehicles coming into our
paper provided by the state government’s consultants, are atarket removed as a part of any agreement.
best equivocal as to the black letter economic value of the In summary, there is nothing in the discussion paper which
proposal. Some studies suggest a modest increase in overialilicates that there is an overwhelming benefit likely to
national wealth as a result of trade. Others suggest otherwisaccrue to Australia or, particularly, to South Australia from
In any event, the actual dollar value is minimal in the wholeentering into such an agreement. All | can see is a series of
scheme of things. Itis also largely sector specific rather thapotentially serious threats to our sovereignty, economy and
of a general value to the Australian economy. Disproportioneulture. | repeat that it would be naive in the extreme to
ate value is obviously seen in politically sensitive sectordelieve that the United States intends to enter into an
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agreement such as this in order to become some sort of sugar| return to the main point of these remarks. The
daddy for Australia, or South Australia in particular. | have Mr Downers of this world—who, at times, quite correctly,
a strong suspicion that the sentence on page 15 of thatack the behaviour of the chattering classes—would do well
discussion paper really sums up the whole matter. It statego focus their great yearning for truth on themselves. They are
Building on Australia’s already close ties with the United States€Very bit as intellectually sloppy in their economic and
appears to be a significant factor in the Australian government$oreign policy orthodoxy as are the chattering classes—whom
pursuit of the agreement. they deplore—uwith their social libertarianism. Although no
It seems to me that this is the only point. As such, it shouldlear dividing line exists, it seems to me that the chattering
be openly argued as the main focus, and that is the truth, flasses generally occupy the ramparts of social policy and the
you like (to get back to Mr Downer’s word), not left to trail new right generally occupies the ramparts of economic
in the wake of a spurious trade-based argument. We need policy. Both need to be turned out. Neither represents the
hear the truth about this agreement. What we are getting lgews of the population at large. Both need to confront the
more untruth. The weapon of mass deception is being rolletiuth. Both are an ‘elite’, in Professor Flint's terms. At a state
out again. Unless this agreement can be demonstrated to lsyel, we are reminded of this each day. If you can stomach
of value to us, it should not be embraced. Nothing in thdt, look at the huge mess economic orthodoxy has made of our
discussion paper, or anything else that | have read, iglectricity market. Gas and water policy will be full of the
anything like conclusive evidence of a benefit either to thesame nasty surprises, too. Did the people ask for this? | do
Australian economy as a whole or to South Australia innot think so.

particular. At a federal level, the Liberals and their acquiescent
This brings me to another example of the federal governNational Party lackeys are still trying to sell the remainder of
ment’s failing to deal with the truth. The national competition Telstra. The original sale was not based on the consent of the
policy has, since 1996, been driven by the current federgleople but on a squalid deal with a defrauder of the political
government. This policy sees Canberra-based academigocess and public funds. Did the people ask for this? | do not
busybodies poking their noses into the core functions anthink so. The National Party has caved in totally to the
businesses of states. The unelected theoreticians who dictaieonomic eggheads who control the government. It has sold
the economic agenda in this country are holding a financiadut our farming and regional communities time and again.
gun to the heads of state governments by threats to cural and regional Australia is again being taken for grant-
funding. They are supported in this perversion of the federaéd—perhaps this is because Pauline is now safely behind
compact by a lap-dog federal treasurer. The discussion papears; | do not know.
prepared by the Allen Consulting Group in relation to the - ¢ course, let us not forget Dr Nelson’s plan to Ameri-
potential impact of the proposed Australia-US Free Tradeanise our universities, denying opportunities to all but the
Agreement on South Australia has exposed an appallingeajthy. Most worrying of all is the relentless white-anting
absurdity, and | quote from page 11: of Medicare and the public health system. Do the people want
Iltt_liastglﬁaellysmaltesgggl ?grstt:glrili ha\z ﬁegggﬁlgac% i:rteareﬁtc liﬂtg:gthiS? I do not think so. The fact is that, for all the economic
multi 8 . L
goods not b_ei%g disturbed by ¥he Australia-[US] Frgee Trade‘?}heory ab_out left-wing prthodoxy, political correctness also
Agreement. . it would seem rash to allow the scope for use of single'@S the Liberal and National parties by the throat. They prefer
desk marketing arrangements to be compromised in the hurry teconomic orthodoxy to representing the interests of even their
establish [such an agreement]. own supporters, let alone the rest of us. They seek to deflect
Page 16 of the document indicates that, amongst other thing&{tention onto the silly social agenda pushed by the chattering
South Australia is keen to see that the commonwealtlasses in the belief that their own blind obsession with
government should ensure that special consideration is givegfonomic orthodoxy will, in the process, be ignored. Sadly,

inter alia to: this tactic has generally been very effective.
... the wheat and barley single desks and the government's The time is approaching when a change in the economic
ability to continue to determine policy in this area. fortunes of this country will expose the foolishness of

If the federal government were a person, it would be inuncritical_ acceptance ofneocla_ssical, global economic theory.
Glenside. When the federal government and the stat¥/e are living in a fool's paradise funded by other people’s
governments are dealing with issues arising from free trad@oney. We spend more than we save; we borrow more than
proposals, there is a willingness to strongly defend barley an@€ can repay; and we are on a monumental government-
wheat single desks. At the same time, autocratic eggheads$gnctioned credit binge. The government is prevented, by its
the National Competition Council are busily trying to ruin the ideology, from taking any steps to limit the explosion in
barley board’s single desk. Are they in the pay of the US fre€redit. We are squandering the inheritance of future genera-
trade negotiators, or are they just plain stupid? Either wayions so that we can live it up now. A time is coming when
they are doing the American trade mission’s work for themve Will have to relearn painfully the lessons of the past.
and white-anting our farmers in the process. The idiocy oMarkets have no conscience. Markets have no compassion.
this is breathtaking. Mr Costello should explain this manifestMarkets do not care about communities. That said, | accept
stupidity to our farmers. Is Mr Costello going to defend thethat there is, of course, some truth in Mr Downer’s critique
single desk against his own bureaucracy or is he going to selff the chattering classes.

our farmers out to the Americans and the grain merchants? In our society, there are many for whom the vast changes
Let us have some truth. If we are to pursue a free tradef the last few decades have been an unqualified success.
agreement, the benefits of which | consider to be highlyThese people include the educated, the motivated, the
dubious, surely we should be doing so on the basis that weonfident, the articulate, the mobile, the wealthy and the
hold all our own bargaining chips in our hands. We shouldptimistic. Deregulation and deconstruction of our social
not sacrifice them in advance to satisfy our own economi@stitutions over recent decades has given them unprecedent-
thought police. ed opportunities. These people tend to live and work in a
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global world. They congregate in global cities, such ashorne by the black vulnerable; the children, the women and the
Sydney. elderly.

There are, however, also those who have not prospered Mr Pearson goes on to make the point that the prevailing
this environment—those who have been left behind; thosanalysis is that substance abuse and addiction are, in fact,
without skills; the aged; the uneducated; those withousymptoms of underlying social and personal problems. In
resources; those about ambition; and those without hopearticular, they are said to be caused by—and | quote him
These are the people for whom ‘community’ once guaranteedgain—'immense ingrained trauma, trans-generational grief,
meaning and now offers nothing. racism, dispossession, unemployment, poverty’, and so on.

In more caring times, these people were less evident if nd¥Ir Pearson believes this theory to be entirely wrong, and he
less common. Secure jobs in unskilled or semiskilled worlcharacterises substance abuse as a ‘psycho-socially conta-
still existed. The mentally ill were cared for by the stategious epidemic and not a simple indicator or function of the
rather than shoved out to fend for themselves underneathlevel of social and personal problems in a community’.
blanket of platitudes. Society was less accepting of aberraMr Pearson identifies five factors for the outbreak of
behaviour; conformity was far harder to shake off; and thesubstance abuse:
cult of the victim was yet to emerge. The ‘left behind’, as| 1. The substance is available.
call them, are not just by-products of economic reform. They 2. Spare time.
are also a product of our social culture. They suffer fromthe 3. Money.
double whammy: right wing economic orthodoxy destroying 4. The example of others in the immediate environment.
economic certainties and the chattering classes’ libertarian 5. A permissive social ideology.
agenda destroying social certainties and self-respect. Theggr pearson asserts that the so-called ‘symptom theory’
has been no radical rethink of how these people can bgroduces the thinking which underpins most of what influen-
practically assisted or integrated back into the mainstream @fa| Australians say and do. Examples are cited in his
society. There has been a distinct lack of truth here as welharration which | will not repeat here. | will not go on quoting

The government welfare model today is still essentiallytoo much more of Mr Pearson, but | think you get the flavour
an improvisation on a 1960’s welfare state, albeit with somef what he is having to say. He then says (and this is the last
especially glaring failures, such as mental health. This modejuote from Mr Pearson):
is rooted in 1960’s_left politics. It has a lot to say aboutrights. ' \wnat our people need more urgently than an expansion of the
Sadly, for some this is also a sacred place; still more dare n@kalth care system is an immediate dismantling of the passive
desecrate it for fear of persecution. | will take the risk. It iswelfare paradigm and an end to a permissive thinking about grog and
a place of pilgrimage for woolly thinkers. It is the holy of drug policy, because it is those factors that generate the endless flow
holies for the Church of Perpetual Victimhood. Mr Downer’s of Aboriginal injuries, neglected children, and unnecessary sick

- . - people to the clinics.
critique makes its greatest impact here. | | dthat Mr P has had the insiaht and th
The time has come to view this problem afresh. It is time am very pleased that Mr Pearson has had the insight and the

to begin again and to be open to the uncomfortable truths thgpurage to make these remarks. They are, of course, highly

will emerge. It is time to view the problem through a relevant to the whole issue of welfare dependency and

paradigm of mutual obligations between the individual and/velfare-based misery in our society. Whilst the state govern-

society. The central and often hitherto absent notion ofnent is not in a position to direct the broad welfare policy

individual responsibility must be introduced into the equation.m'x’ it does have substantial influence and control over

The concept of a safety net provided by society can never b%lements of it. Public hogsmg IS oné such e'e”?e”t-
After nearly two years in this parliament | believe that the

a policy of guarantee or indemnity. It requires the active ™ . . " :
commitment of both society and the individual who seeks t@?UP!lic housing paradigm traditionally employed by this state
be part of it. Those who take because it is their right have nb(sj Wr.cf).ng.blt suffers frO”? ar:l of tlrlle con(;:eptcLlJal fa'“EgS
notion of responsibility. They must accept responsibility if‘d€ntified by Mr Pearson in his well considered remarks. It
they wish to be sustained by the community. suffers from a concept of ‘symptom theory’, as identified by

A fine example of breaking this mould can be found in theh|m, and embraces the status of victimhood and enshrines it

Charles Perkins Memorial Narration given by Mr Noel as a central plar!k of entitiement. It has.a lot to say 6.‘*?°Ut
Pearson at the University of Sydney on 5 October 2001. Hi |gh'ts and very little to do about enforcmg re§p0n5|plllty.
narration entitled ‘On the human right to misery, mass ntil the system of state-based welfare is philosophically

incarceration and early death’ makes very interesting readin%ﬂjé{:tgartloai?:r:zcﬁ& Zrc?cailgte r;ﬁpggﬁ:i r?lfj éetso pggsf"%&?r
Mr Pearson, of course, was speaking largely in the context g ' y Y.

Aboriginal issues, but his language has a more gener&C0r Our elderly and our underprivileged will continue to
application, and | ,quotE' Suffer meaningless lives afflicted by crime and drug abuse.

To simplify th i rast: the Australian Labor Party wil A great public debate needs to take place.
o simpli e policy contrast; the Australian Labor Party wi ;
be strong and correct in their policies in favour of the rights of Mr Pearson can speak from the heart about the misery of

Aboriginal people—particularly land rights and native titte—and hiS People and its causes. He at least can do so without fear
they will be weak and wrong in relation to the breakdown of Of character assassination by the chattering classes. Even they
responsibility in Aboriginal society occasioned by passive welfareyould not dare to call him a racist. The acid test is this:

depé?”dencﬁ* 5_‘FEStg”°‘f.t?bU5‘.all g“tdt now dres?'ti':jgtﬁ“mi”&' 1ustigBould they also permit Mr Pearson to question the validity
predicaments. The Coalition will better understand the problems o . = L ,
responsibility but will be apathetic and wrong in relation to the rights®f cherished feminist dogma such as affirmative action

of Aboriginal people; they advocate further diminution of Native Programs if he chose to do so? Would they permit me to say
Title property rights of Aboriginal Australians. | marvel that neither what Mr Pearson has had to say? Is it always to be that only
side of this indulgent political divide in Australian politics can seeg,e victim or, worse, the self-styled spokesman for the victim,

that what is needed is for the rights favoured by the ALP to be adde - - - .
to the responsibilities that are understood by the Coalition. But th as the right to be heard on social and moral questions? Is it

major parties will insist on their indulgences despite the fact that thélways to be that only the expert has the right to be heard on
cost of their policy and political failure will be disproportionately economic or diplomatic questions?
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I conclude, Mr Acting Speaker, in deference to yourthey will rue the day they accepted the responsibility of being
interest in American matters, by misquoting from Dr Martinin government in this place.
Luther King's famous 28 August 1963 speech to the civil | turn my attention to the speech that was delivered on
rights march on Washington, almost 40 years ago today, asehalf of the government by the Lieutenant-Governor and
follows: some of the highlights of that speech, going through the

| have a dream, that my two little children will one day live in a Various portfolio areas. Social justice and social inclusion to
nation where they will not be judged by whether they conform withtackle some of the most pressing social issues is a govern-
the prevailing orthodoxy, but by the content of their character.  ment priority. We are hearing about priorities and initiatives,
Mr Downer has it half right. | look forward with interest to that there will be inquiries, examinations and reviews. This
his continuing quest for truth. government has 134 reviews on the go. We need to have

Mr Brindal interjecting: some action, not rhetoric and not spin. We need to have some

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Koutsantonis): Before direction and leadership, but we are not seeing that at the
| call on the member for Morphett, | point out that the Moment. o _
member for Unley wandered in 25 minutes into the speech In relation to the areas of social inclusion that affect the
by the member for Enfield and then proceeded to interjecelectorate of Morphett, we all rue the decisions that were
The chamber was completely silent until he graced us witfinade by this government over the Cora Barclay Centre, and

his presence. | ask him to listen to the member for Morphethow the bullying and belligerence of this government were
in complete silence. very distressing to everyone in this state. That rubbed off in

my own electorate at the Ballara Park Kindergarten where
Dr McFETRIDGE (Morphett): | listened with great they are also teaching young deaf children to speak. They
interest to the member for Enfield, and | look forward tohave been affected by the cutbacks of this government. Suffer
reading his Speech tomorrowltansard. As the member for the little children to come unto me—that is not what this
Unley said, he could become a member of the Left wing ogovernment is on about.
the Liberal Party. The member for Enfield has always made We know that a report is being produced in relation to the
a very positive contribution to this place, and | hope thatdastardly acts that have gone on in the Anglican Church.
members of the government recognise his intellect andesterday in this place | asked the Premier to seek from the
ability. The member for Enfield will perhaps move from this Catholic Archbishop a copy of the report that the Catholic
place into the federal government, particularly with hisChurch is doing into paedophilia. As yet | have not received
interest in international issues. However, it will be a sad losdt. | hope when the report is finished | will be able to have a
for this place. | congratulate him on his speech. look at a copy of it. | have 13 families who have contacted me
| congratulate the Lieutenant-Governor on the delivery ofvho have been affected by this grub, this rock spider who has
his speech yesterday on behalf of his government. The issubgen put in jail for 10 years.
that His Excellency raised in his speech certainly were ones | will speak more about the law and order that this
that should be considered by the members of the oppositiogovernment professes to have every handle on a bit later. |
The member for Enfield talked about the weapons of maseill expose the fact that it is just more rhetoric: the percep-
destruction, and in this place | have referred to the WMDstions and the reality are just so far apart. The one good thing
but we know that they are the Premier's ways and means dhat | see in the government’s social inclusion policies in
distracting the people. The deceptions and deceit that haghich | hope to participate is the setting up of an Aboriginal
been carried on here is something that | hope will change. llands Parliamentary Standing Committee. This committee
hope the way Tony Blair's government in England is beingwill inquire into issues affecting Aboriginal people such as
forced to reassess its culture of spin will rub off over here. health, housing, education, economic development, employ-
Headlines from British newspapers state, ‘Culture of spirment and training.
is now out of control'. In August the newspapers stated ‘New | have spoken in this place before about the fact that last
Labour made spin an art form after dire years in opposition’year | went up to the Aboriginal lands to Fregon, Indulkana,
In The Sunday Times it stated ‘Blair on borrowed time’. Mimili, Umawa and Ernabella. | saw the fourth world
Another thing we have seen—and, unfortunately, it happensonditions there. The people there deserve better from us as
on both sides of government—is that you tend to employa parliament. | would love to be part of a standing committee
people you know will do a good job. In the case of Tonythat would help these people to move forward and overcome
Blair and the Rann government, we have seen cronyism dgibeir difficulties, because they have severe problems. Without
to the nth degree. Looking at the British papers again—anbipartisan endeavours the Aboriginal people of the Anangu
we know Mr Rann models himself on his friend, Mr Pitjantjatjara lands will be left the way they have been for
Blair—we see that it states, ‘Crony fury as Cherie’s pal getsnany years. They deserve better and we should give them
top job’. Cronyism rules again! It is so important that this better, and | hope that | can be part of giving them a better
Premier decides whom he wants to be. Does he want to be higsitcome.
own man or Tony’s man? | hope he wants to be his own man Low income housing is also a concern. We have some
because this state has been handed to him on a silver platitipported accommodation in the electorate of Morphett and
after the past eight years of Liberal work and he does notam really concerned about the way in which the government
realise how lucky he is. has been very frugal if not quite mean in some of the
Gordon Brown, the Chancellor of the Exchequer inexpenditure on low income housing. | hope that there is a
England, has just delivered a $41 billion debt. It is the highesthange in attitude, because they are some of the more
debt since records were kept in England. It is £1 100 fovulnerable people of our society. It is not just children being
every man, woman and child in Britain. If this government—affected by paedophiles but also other intellectually handi-
the Premier and the Treasurer—do not take note of the giftapped people: people who need our support—not our
they have been given by the previous Liberal governmensympathy—and our encouragement and our help.
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I look forward to seeing what the Minister for Social genetic manipulation and, more importantly, gene patenting.
Justice is able to bring forward from the various reports that will hold a seminar for members of parliament tomorrow in
have been produced. It is everyone’s responsibility to reducthis place to outline the severe dangers in not taking note of
homelessness in South Australia is one report that wae ever-increasing curse of gene patenting. Organisations
released recently by the Social Inclusion Board, headed bgnd businesses are obtaining genetic knowledge. They are
Monsignor David Cappo. It is very important that we do notable to patent a genetic function of a particular gene and then
just leave this report collecting dust on the shelf. Thelimit accessibility to that gene. A classic example of this is
problems in the health area were no more evident to me thahe patenting of the genes associated with breast cancer. The
when | was up in the Anangu Pitjantjatjara lands. | refer tocompany that patented those genes has limited testing to
an article in theBorder Watch entitled ‘Health crisis. SE people who are willing to pay $5 000. Where is the social
hospitals suffer budget cuts’. We know that the health budggtistice in that?

is a bottomless pit. We know that the health minister has a The member for Enfield talked about financial responsi-
thankless task, and we know that the ability to procure fundsjjities. Whilst he did not use the term, I know he was talking
from our federal colleagues can be very difficult. Itis a jobapout the triple bottom line. With the triple bottom line we

that will not go away. What we need to do is take hold of thenot only take in the financial bottom line but look at the social

Generational Health Review and not just pour money into itand economic bottom lines. Some people say that they add
we need to look very carefully at reorganising the whole ofthe quadruple bottom line in politics.

the health sector. | think that one of the most important things we have to

We need to look at waiting times in accident/emergency.,ngjger in this place, if we are to be truly socially inclusive
not just put money into it but reorganise. We need to get morg " encire social equity, is making sure that the most

nurlses, EOI nurses fr%m o;n(ajrsetas whrc]) cannot fpeak Eng.l'sr\/_ulnerable and poorest in our society are able to access all the
as'th?kT . eartl'ngt—a\;lv no dOtC ors who canlno Icom(rjr]unllca dvantages that living in South Australia offers. The oppor-
with their palients. Ye need to encourage local medical ang iy 1o yndertake genetic testing—even if it is just to allay
nursing students by offering them not just hurdles to climby, o oo that you have inherited some gene that will cause

over when they want to rt_atrain or finar)cial hardship Wh?rl:ancer, particularly breast cancer—is something we should
they want to go to university but bursaries and scholarship, e very careful about; we should protect that right. | hope that

and encouraging them. The majority of the 100 or so medicgf,q 1 iyate member's bill on the public availability of genetic

students who are coming into universities in South Australigggin g | will be introducing is something this house considers
are not fee-paying students from overseas who, once th

finish their course, take off back overseas, but even if they are
local students they are being poached by New South Walg§“

or Queensland where they are being paid far more than th stralian Dental Service which | have been made aware of
are here. in the last couple of weeks. | had the opportunity to speak to

Itis a thankless task. The Minister for Health is faced WithpeOpIe in England about their dental service. It was held up

amonumental job, but that is no reason for the opposition tf)ob mtla ?Sda m?deloof a public denta:] f)ert\t/ice, I?#t it le an
say, *You just go and do your best’ Our job here is to@Solute disaster. Our service is much better, although | say

‘much better’ carefully, because it is certainly not perfect.

critically examine what is happening; not to oppose but t blic dental X ing list t to about
encourage good outcomes for the people of South Australi%).u Ic_dental service walling 1SS were out lo abou
0 months. However, | am told they are now out to about

That is what this parliament should always be about. ) : ;
lam concerneg about the Health and Cyommunity Services4 months and, by the end of the financial year, they will be

Complaints Bill which went through this place in the last OUt to about 40 months. This is of great concern to me. The

session. My Rotary club puts on many functions. We do a lofi€ed {0 putmoney into the dental service to employ paediat-
of community service through sales from barbecues an ¢ dentists and paediatric anaesthetlsts and pro_wde tutors and
helping people around the place, but | am concerned that t geturers for our dental students is slome'.[hlng that will
Health and Community Services Complaints Bill still has theP?€cOme more of a burden for universities and the
propensity to leave them out on a limb if someone complaing°vernment. _ _ _
about them. | hope that is not the case; | hope that is a Once again, there is a real need to examine the way in
misunderstanding_ The health minister shakes her head w'llch we are funding our universities and tertiary institutions
indicate that | am wrong. | hope that is the case. so that universities are not able to squirrel away money they
I am looking forward to examining the Medical Practicesare getting in fees to use for other projects and they use that
Bill, and | am playing a large part in examining the Veterin- money to help offset the cost of educating students. Maintain-
ary Practices Bill and presenting it to this chamber in the notg health standards in this state is a very important part of
too distant future. It is imperative that we protect the patient®ur future, and | will be more than happy to contribute in this
of the medical profession so that they are given the very begiace in a constructive way to ensure that that does proceed.
treatment. Australia, particularly South Australia, has one off here is some rhetoric there, but | hope there is some
the highest standards of health care of any country in thgubstance as well.
world. The people of South Australia do not know how lucky  In relation to education, there is a lot of rhetoric and a lot
they are. It is important that the Medical Practices Bill notof spin. Once again, | find it very disappointing that real
only brings about change; it must be a revolution in allowingincreases in education spending were not achieved. There are
the medical profession to develop within itself and also tasome fantastic schools in the electorate of Morphett, Brighton
examine and regulate itself without too much outsideSecondary School and Paringa Park Primary being two of
interference. At the same time, there is no point in any selfthem. Both those schools have problems we could solve very
regulation not being worthwhile. quickly. Paringa Park celebrates 50 years in November this
One area that | will raise in this house which was raised/ear. The buildings that were constructed in 1953 are still
not under health but under innovation and technology ishere, and they are absolutely disgusting.

I should also include one disturbing point about the South
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We heard one of the members in this place speak about tlend actually being safe. We do not want rhetoric from this
terrible toilets in one the schools in her electorate. At Paringgovernment: we want some action. We want more police
Park Primary School, the toilets are not just terrible but arofficers. We need more police on the beat. We need more of
absolute health hazard. The buildings are on the point ad deterrent, other than longer gaol terms, longer sentences,
being condemned. There have been numerous patch-ups, andre prisons and less parole. Some real crime prevention
the money being wasted patching up these buildings imeasures need to be put back into local government. We need
something this government should be doing something abougraffiti funding put back in there.

There is no point saying, ‘You didn’t do anything about it.”  We need more police on the beat. The chances of getting

I should make the point that this government is almost twacaught are higher with more police on the beat; therefore, one
years into its term. The blame game should be something yas less likely to commit the crime. That is not just me saying
put behind you. Sure, we look back at what previous goverrthat; that is what criminologists will tell you. Just having a
ments did, but we do not have to agree with what they didlong gaol sentence is not a deterrent: it is the high chance of
As a new member in this place, | do not agree with everygetting caught which is the deterrent. The prisons are
thing the previous Liberal government did. | think that overflowing, and the government has promised longer gaol
perhaps there were some things we could have done slighttgrms and less parole, but | do not know where this govern-
differently and opportunities were missed. However, there isnent will put prisoners. | am hearing whispers that the
no reason for this government to look back to lay the blamegovernment is about to change the regulations on home
They are now in government and here to govern this stateletention. | hope this does not mean that this will be de facto
They have been handed a state with a healthy and boominmarole—rather than going on parole, you go on home
economy. They should be able to keep this economy cookindetention. That is shifting the deckchairs on the prison
along and stimulated so that the income they receive froriitanic.
taxes and other revenues can be spent on health, educationlt is very important that the State Disaster Act, as outlined
and, hopefully, law and order—all the things promised by then the Governor’s speech, is looked at. There is nowhere
Premier during the election. more important than Glenelg North, where we had devastat-

We are yet to see real changes in some areas. There hang floods recently. | was very concerned that the first notice
been a lot of talks, summits and reviews, but we are stilthat came out to residents was from the Red Cross. | would
waiting for the actual substance in these areas. It is disajrave preferred the first notice to come out from one of the
pointing that the children of Paringa Park school are nogovernment instrumentalities, rather than the Red Cross.
getting better. Certainly, the teachers are first-class antihere is a big gap there. Itis good to see that the government
dedicated. | took three groups of children from Paringa Parks looking at the State Disaster Plan, because it needs to
school through this place not long ago. They are delightfutleliver as promptly as the MFS, SES and FAYS did at
young children, and | am proud to have them as children o6lenelg North. They did an absolutely magnificent job.
my constituents. | heard the member for Colton say that he will move a

Brighton Secondary School students earlier this year hathotion to congratulate the MFS, SES and FAYS, and | will
to delay a trip to China because of the SARS outbreak. Thbe more than happy to speak to that motion because they did
Minister for Education and Children’s Services promised thatin absolutely magnificent job. The stories | am hearing about
100 per cent funding would be there to ensure the trip coulthe consequences of the Glenelg flooding are absolutely
go ahead. | am getting messages that a little nitpicking is nowlisastrous. | will not speak about them in my reply because
going on. | asked the Minister for Education and Children’ssome are very private and very disturbing, but there have
Services to ensure that the young adults of Brighton Secorbeen some separations moving toward divorce and some heart
dary School who are going to China in November are fullyattacks. A number of homes have been knocked over. It is
funded by this government, as promised in her ministerialery important that we not only develop a prompt response
statement and her statements at the airport and to me, so th@@n for any disaster in South Australia but also that they
they do not have to worry about fundraising or the parentstontinue on with that. | ask that the ministers involved in
dipping into their pockets again. It is very important. looking after the people at Glenelg North continue to make

I am not sure whether the Minister for Recreation, Sporsure that they are compensated as quickly as possible with as
and Racing has been procrastinating, delaying or obfuscatiritle stress as possible.
funding for the state volleyball centre at Brighton Secondary | will move on to a couple of other areas. With regard to
School, but | would love to see the centre proceeded with. Heansport, obviously people know that | am very keen to see
should be encouraged to facilitate funding for that centrethat wonderful project announced by the state government.
whether through private investors or the school itself. | amit is a follow-on from the Liberal announcement of upgrading
worried about his handballing it back to the original publicthe Glenelg tram line. | was very fortunate to be overseas
servant who would not return emails or phone calls and whtooking at new trams, and | am very excited about our
would not communicate. The minister himself needs to tak@otential to restore an extensive light rail system in South
control and make decisions in order give the state, not jusAustralia. | hope to work in a bipartisan way with the
Brighton Secondary School, a fantastic facility—a new statévlinister for Transport. | have pages and pages of information
volleyball centre. Brighton Secondary School has a tremerand hundreds of photographs that will hopefully encourage
dous track record in volleyball without a world-class centrethe minister and his government to expand our light rail
Members can imagine what it could do with a world-classsystem and to grasp the opportunity and not just add another
centre. nine new trams on the Glenelg line. The new trams we will

The electorate of Morphett used to be demographicallyget there will be fantastic and an absolute eye opener. Instead
one of the oldest in Australia. We still have many olderof two million people, we will probably get four or five
people living in Morphett. Unfortunately, they are victims of million people travelling on them each year.
media madness—the perceptions and reality—when it comes Three million people a year travel to the Bay for the
to law and order. There is a difference between feeling saf@onderful experience of going to the Bay, and they do so
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because it is fantastic. | get sick to death of these peoplelub, the Holdfast Bay council and me. That is not what is
saying that you cannot see the sea when you go down to thiequired in this place, because the bipartisan approach that we
Bay. Let me tell the house the facts. If you went down Crossieed to run this state is something that can be achieved—no
Road to Unley Road, you could see the sea until therore spin, no more rhetoric, no more dodging and diversions,
thereafter, you could not do so. Now, if you go down Anzacno more ways and means of mass destruction, and no more
Highway, you cannot see the sea. When you go to the bottomedia Mike. We need to have a good quality Labor govern-
of Anzac Highway at Morphett Road, you take a right-handment in here, not just a government that proposes to be a left
turn of about 30 degrees, and then head directly towards theing Liberal government. It wishes it could be, but it is not.
sea down Anzac Highway. However, you could never see theet us see whether it is socially responsible. Let us have some
sea. What you could see as you went over the Sturt Creek féeadership. Let us see what this Premier and his cabinet can
about 50 yards was a glimpse of the horizon. You could sedo.
the open space. Do you think in 10 or 20 years’ time our kids
will care about that? They will see the Holdfast Shores The Hon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher):At the outset, | acknow-
development and they will say, ‘Man, we are almost down théedge the great work being done by Her Excellency the
Bay. We are going to the Bay. Everybody still loves going toGovernor and by the Lieutenant-Governor. We are fortunate
the Bay. to have someone such as our Governor. Not only is she great
| have nine questions here about the development of thig that role in an official capacity but | think that, as a human
Holdfast Shores stage 2B project which | do not, unfortunatebeing, and with her human qualities, she also sets a very good
ly, have time to read out. | will read question 2, as follows: example for the rest of the community. | have the privilege
The original master plan for the Holdfast Shores project, signe®f Visiting Government House probably more frequently than
by state government, the consortium and the council— most members—taking bills over, and so on—and it is great
this is Holdfast Bay Council— to have a Governor there who delights in the progress of her
in October 1997 did not include a separate apartment building onth%hIIdren and t.akes pleasure in sthIng you family photo-
site of the surf club. The proposed nine storey building exceeds thg'@phs and things such as that, which demonstrates that she
footprint originally agreed for the hotel. How can the governmentis just a wonderful human being.
therefore argue that its proposal is consistent with the master plan? During the opening ceremony yesterday | was interested
There are another eight questions | will be more than happip see that, once again, we acknowledged that we are on
to pass on to Minister Weatherill and to ask questions of himKaurna land. | do not have a strong problem with that, but |
| do not want to have to take on Minister Weatherill in a fight was told recently by an Aboriginal person living in Adelaide
over the future of the open space at Holdfast Shores. | knowho is not of the Kaurna tribe that they found it somewhat
he is a reasonable and ambitious person who wants to provedious that we seem to have this ceremony at every function.
a point in this place. | encourage him to put all his enthusiasnfcveryone who knows anything about traditional Aboriginal
and all his drive into this place but not to do it down at culture would know that the western concept of ownership of
Holdfast Shores. The people of South Australia said so in th&nd is completely alien. So, that is a bit of a paradox in itself.
consultation process that he set up. They said, ‘We do not The other aspect is the traditional dancing (and this was
want more high rise at Holdfast Shores.’ Sure, a plan campot performed yesterday). That is fine but, in many ways, it
out months ago that both the council and I, the member fostereotypes Aboriginal people. There is certainly a place for
Morphett, looked at and said, ‘We don't want 17 storeys therdraditional dancing, but we should be showcasing Aboriginal
but, if we need to have another apartment block there to makeeople doing other things in the world of music. | think that
it all go ahead, we could cope with that” However, that wasmaybe it is time we reconsidered and rethought those two
when there was no other alternative. Only fools and deadtandard approaches to official functions.
people do not change their minds. When you are given a The speech yesterday by the Lieutenant-Governor on
better alternative, you obviously move on from there. Ifbehalf of the government had a very strong law and order
Minister Weatherill tries to allude to the fact that the councilfocus, and | will come to that in a moment. In a general sense,
and | are in favour of another high rise there, he is wrong| have some concerns about South Australia and where we are
wrong, wrong! The last thing | want in Holdfast Bay is heading, because | think that we are in danger of becoming
another high rise. the ‘can’t do’ state. | am keen to see us become the ‘can do’
There are proposals for another 12 storey building behindtate—not doing anything regardless of the consequences, but
the Grand, behind Jetty Road, in Colley Terrace. There areeing an innovative, creative, thinking state, one that lives off
proposals for another 190 apartments on Anzac Highwayts brains, essentially, because we are not blessed with the
There are proposals to knock over a motel on Adelphi Terraceame amount of resources as are some other states such as
and build apartments there. There are proposals to build/estern Australia, Queensland and so on. So, we have to live
another 18 apartments on the south Esplanade. Some of theaffiour natural ability; our natural thinking processes. | would
are absolutely atrocious developments, but some are godiéte to see our public service, in particular, reinvigorated, and
quality owner-occupied apartments, and that is what we neeticommend the Premier for coming up with the concept of the
As the hotels association said, we do not need more servicekinkers in residence. But | think that it has to go beyond that.
apartments: we need owner-occupied, good quality, low-risg/e must get some new blood, some new thinkers and some
residential apartments, not tower blocks that are just dogew ideas to give young people an opportunity to reinvigorate
boxes. We need good quality apartments. We need to makke Public Service. That is not a reflection on those in the
the Bay what it is—and that is the icon for South Australia.Public Service at the moment but acknowledges the fact that
The Bay is something that needs to be protected. if we are not careful we can become somewhat sleepy in this
I wish Minister Weatherill the best in his deliberations, butstate and lose direction and focus. | think that the same thing
I ask him to speak to me in a bipartisan way and | ask him t@pplies in local government. We need to reinvigorate, and we
speak to the council in a bipartisan way, and we will movereally need to be a state setting an example. We can be the
forward. He will get a bloody nose if he takes on the surfinnovators in a range of areas.
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| agree with the thoughts of the thinker in residence whanuch more creatively and extensively in work programs
suggested that we not continue with this SA Great processutside the prison, particularly with those prisoners who can
because | think it has reached its used-by date. If you aree trusted, and many of them can be. They can be properly
great, other people know it. You do not have to tell othersupervised and, in some cases, they can wear electronic
people. So, are you doing it simply to make yourself feelbracelets, and so on. Some of that work has been done, and
good? | think that it is time we moved on from that. In regardl have already publicly acknowledged the commitment of
to the general aspect of members and people being in publibe Hon. Terry Roberts in that respect.
Ofﬁce, | believe that we must be careful that we do not create We have suffered as a Community in recent times and will
a situation where people do not want to be in public office.pay over time for what | see as this phoney property bubble.

Because we have so many trip wires and restrictions that has been pushed by a minority who have a vested interest
are unnecessary and over the top people do not want to bejiiseeing house and unit prices rise, but for most people it is
the public arena; they do not want to be in public office in areally economic foam and froth. It benefits local government,
situation where they can be caught out on any minor mattef it wants to increase the rates in a particular way, and it
I'am not saying that there should not be accountability, thergenefits state and federal governments in a macro sense, but
should be, but a balance must be found. If one looks at thg is driven by self-interest and, unless they happen to be a
history of this state, very few bad people have been in publigpeculator or in a lucky situation, there is no benefit to the
office; in fact, quite the contrary. | disagree with many average person in this phoney, nonsensical property bubble.
members in this chamber and in another place in terms qf is a con.
their philosophy, policies and so on, but | would have to say When you realise that half the money being spent in the

Ehat, In my expelrlenrc]:e in this ?Igcg_, | rt'aé’e ngt come_?tcrocl)t roperty market is going into investment properties which it
00 many peopié who are not dedicated and commitie hoped will be rented out—and we know that that is just not

serving the public. feasible—you can see that this whole bubble will come to an

That highlights the issue of what has happened to Pauling,
. - , probably sooner rather than later. The people who pay
Hanson. | did not agree with a lot of what she put forward,[he price will not be people like me but our children and

Some of it was silly, some of it was not spelt outin terms ofg .y jehildren and those on low incomes who do not take part

how it could be applied, but | think to be putting someone inif 4, capital gain which our system generously allows and

prison for what she is alleged have done (and the court i} motes. So. let us have none of this nonsense about the

Queensland found that she had done it but which, no doub : ; A
is now subject to appeal) is grossly excessive, and to deny h Foperty boom being a great thing for everyone; itis great for

i . > select few. Let us see public housing expanded in innova-
bail is incomprehensible. What threat will she pose to the ways, because many people cannot afford to be in the
community if she is allowed out on bail? | just find it rather .

bizarre property market now. They are shut out because of the prices.

I think the warning bells are ringing. Sure, we need. The question of Aboriginal people in our community is an
accountability and responsibility for people in public office, 'SSU€ ! fetellyery tsr:rongly gbo?t, Kl/lnd ! ;/]va:ts |Iolease?| t(t) hea”r tge
but let us not put ourselves in a situation where we cannot dpPmments from the member for Viorpnett. 1 recently ravelle
much or we cannot do anything because we will not want td0 Western Australia by road and stopped at Ceduna, and one

do anything because we are scared that we are going to duld have to say that the situation in which Aboriginal
something that is wrong. That would be unfortunate. As | said®©OPI€ find themselves is very sad and distressing. | think that
earlier, the speech by the Governor's deputy focused on |aigP?fS ago they were killed by various means and now they are
and order, and | do not have a problem with that. | believ eing I_<|Iled by a form of ‘welfare-cide'—a S|tgat|on Whe_re
that we have been deficient in that respect but, once again, ﬁorlgmal people do not have control over their own destiny.

need to get a balance and a focus on early intervention ary less tt(;ey own tthre] problemsdt_heyt will ?Ot ownt ':)heAsk;)Iu_-
steering people out of a life of crime or going into criminal !'O"S, and We must have more direct involvement by Abori-

behaviour. ginal people. Whilst in a way it is good that a parliamentary

We have many families who are dysfunctional, we have&ommittee is looking at Aboriginal problems, | think

; : fAboriginal people have been studied and analysed to a point
people suffering from mental illnesses and we have people | )
with personality disorders, a range of problems. Again, Where we know and can count the hairs on their heads. What

ﬁ; need is some action, more by Aboriginal people assisted

would like to see the government balance its current focus o h | itv. for Aboriginal | k |
the punishment side with greater emphasis on the interventidy’ ("€ total community, for Aboriginal people to take contro

side. I do not mean crime prevention where you are painting! tN€ir own destiny, and the sooner that happens the better.
out graffiti because, in my mind, that is not crime prevention_ Transport is another issue that is always close to my heart.
at all: | mean innovative programs targeting families under"he Minister for Transport would readily acknowledge that
stress, reinforcing good values in schools and in the communithen it comes to transport matters | am the MP from hell,
ity and respect for people, property and one’s self, those sorecause | write to him many times a week, but | am pleased
of things. to say that he and his officers respond in a thoughtful and
I do not believe that creating more of the old-style prisonconstructive way. | do not claim that | have any monopoly on
is the way to go. If we are going to incarcerate people let ugvisdom or ideas, but | believe it is the role of MPs not only
have them in a situation where they are going to be doing0 represent their constituents but also to try to advance
productive work, where they will learn something and whereSociety in ways that include putting forward new ideas. Time
they will get training and education. There is little value in Will not allow me to go into all of them, but | will mention
putting people in cages unless they represent a real afiefly some of th(? issues | ha\{e raised Wlf[h the minister, and
ongoing threat to the Community_ You are not going [o' thank him for his attention in reSpondl_ng. One WaS_the
achieve anything except use up their life (which in manyquestion of road access and egress during bushfires in the
cases is deserved), and they will contribute little to the wideAdelaide Hills—a very serious matter.
community. | think that we could be using people in prison  The Hon. |.F. Evans: What was the response to that one?



Tuesday 16 September 2003 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 67

The Hon. R.B. SUCH: | am happy to give it to the tion with La Trobe University. One of the concerns that has
member for Davenport. It is quite a lengthy answer but, irbeen raised, and this was more by a member in the upper
short, he believes the issue is under control. | am not shouse, was that young people would be involved with
confident about that, but | am happy to give a copy of theparticular activity cards that could involve touching and so
letter to the member for Davenport. | also raised with him theon.
guestion of why we cannot have more left turn lanes in South From my recent inquiries, not one school has used those
Australia. He acknowledges that they are important, but it isctivity cards, so we have had all this hullabaloo about
too costly to retro-fit them. We have lot of situations wherepossible touching and not one school has used them. The
people are held up because a car wants to turn to the left. ieason is that teachers have a range of resource material and
may not be the biggest issue in the world, but it is still anhave to use their judgment as to whether it is appropriate to
important one. use those sorts of things. Teachers are professional people

In South Australia we have a situation where people whavho make that judgment, and the program itself says that no
use a commercial vehicle for private use are severelyopic is to be introduced unless it is appropriate, handled
penalised, and that is very unfair when you look at thesensitively and so on. I think the other thing that one has to
anomalies in the situation. Someone getting around in a littlbe concerned about is the degree of what | would see as
ute might be paying a lot more than someone getting arounildomophobia, which | suspect has triggered the hostility of a
in a big four-wheel drive. The minister was supportive inlot of people to this program.
relation to the issue of a gateway to the Fleurieu, which has This program does not advocate sexuality or homosexuali-
been a hobbyhorse of mine for a while. As people come upy: it is about information awareness and it is about relation-
from Darlington to enter the Fleurieu Peninsula and, inships. It talks about love, care, and all that sort of thing. Itis
particular, the City of Onkaparinga, it has not been all thahot simply about body parts. It is not simply about sexual
attractive, and | am pleased that the minister has acknovactivity or about people’s plumbing. It is a very comprehen-
ledged, in conjunction with the City of Marion and the City sive program. | should have thought that people who are
of Onkaparinga, that something can and will be done. concerned about abortion and teenage pregnancies would

I have been lobbying the minister hard on this issue ofvelcome this sort of program, because young people need to
driver training and, in particular, using modern computerbe informed and aware and make the right choices. | just
simulation to help train new drivers, to supplement the handszannot comprehend how people can suggest that it encourag-
on approach. | am not saying it is an alternative. | think wees child abuse.
have been lagging a bit here in South Australia. The NRMA  We are talking about high school students. Some people
provides free of charge a CD-ROM to anyone over there whare on the wrong track, suggesting that students in year 8 are
wants it, which can help people learn about wet weatheaged 11. If anyone can find many year 8s who are 11, | will
techniques, night driving, country driving, and so on. Wego he! If a student starts school at age five and spends seven
could do more in relation to that with computer simulation,years in primary school, that makes them about 12. If they
which is really a variation on the Game Boy type of tech-start at six, that will make them 13. There has been a
nology that already exists. In fact, we have several companignisunderstanding. South Australia, unlike Victoria and New
in South Australia, ironically, that are developing computerSouth Wales, has a seven-year span in primary school, not six
simulation for training long-distance train drivers, earthyears. So, there is confusion in terms of the starting point for
movers and pilots of jumbo jets, and | think we could helpthis program.
reduce the road toll by some low-cost computer simulation To my knowledge, there has not been one complaint from
that could be available particularly to young people, althougla parent who has a child in the program. The people who are
not just to them. complaining are those who, for ideological or religious

In relation to Black Road, to which a lot of people give areasons, do not have children in the program. That is their
plural—it has nothing to do with Aboriginal people: its nameright, but | have not had one complaint from the people
is Black Road—the minister responded this week by sayingvhose children are doing the SHARE program, who have to
that the department is keen to move forward. They are not hisign them in, and | get people from all over the state contact-
exact words but that is the thrust of his argument. | want toang me about every issue under the sun.
see this matter under way quickly but with proper provision, | emphasise again that this program is not simply about
where appropriate, for traffic lights and/or roundabouts. | anmsexual behaviour and sexual awareness. It focuses on drug
sure that the member for Davenport would also like to see thaking and on the consumption of alcohol. It warns young
matter resolved. Our area does not ask for much and it dogeople about getting into a situation where they could be
not get much, but one of the things that people want is theaped or molested. Surely this is the sort of thing about
Black Road situation improved. | have been arguing that itvhich, in an appropriate setting and at an appropriate time,
is better to do it properly, even if it is staged over a period ofyoung people should be aware. As | indicated, it talks about
time, rather than do a Mickey Mouse job and come back irthe difference between love and romance and people trying
a few years. to get your knickers off. It is a very sound, sensible program,

I would like to change direction a bit in terms of the matterand | make that judgment having been involved in training
that was raised by the member for Bragg, who is passionateachers for many years. | helped to develop some of the
about sex education in schools. | think | was more passionaturricula in our primary schools, so | have some understand-
about sex when | was at school than | am now, and it isng of what is involved.
probably the impact of ageing taking its toll! The mind is | make a plea to the member for Bragg and others not to
keen but the body is weak. | must say | have been verpe influenced too much by people who, for whatever reason,
disappointed in the approach of the member for Braggare concerned about a minor mention of topics such as
because she is obviously an intelligent, capable person.Homosexuality, lesbianism, and so on. In the context of a
think she has been unfortunately sidetracked in relation to therogram of hundreds of pages, those topics barely rate much
share program that has been developed by SHine in conjuncf a mention.
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One of the issues that needs to be addressed, not just fisra lack of key drugs. One drug called Xigris is not available
young boys but also for young girls, is that during their teerbut is available in private hospitals. | do not want to turn this
years there is often a lot of confusion about their owninto a political saga because we are talking about people’s
sexuality. We know that all of us have elements of maleneskves, but the people who speak to me are not party political
and femaleness; we have differing degrees of it. We alsand they tell me that something needs to be done to improve
know that approximately one-quarter of young men who killthings.
themselves do so because they are uncertain and unsure aboultt is pleasing that we are making some progress in relation
their own sexuality, and that is shocking. to mental health, but we need more support for people in the

I will not name it, but last year in one of Adelaide’s community. It is fine to have people in the community, but
prestigious schools a boy hanged himself because he wésey need support to ensure that, where necessary, they get
tormented by other students of the age of 16, nearly 17, whtiheir medication, and so on.
sent SMS messages saying, ‘You're a poofter. You haven't In regard to education, | wrote to the minister last week
got a girlfriend. You're gay.” The consequence for that lad,saying that the government needs to address the issue of the
who could not cope with it, was that he hanged himself. Danaterials and service fee because by December the legislation
we want that sort of thing to continue? No. Ignorance is nowill need to be modified. My view is that a school’s govern-

a good thing, and we need to be tolerant of people. This ideiag council should be able to set the fees and charges, and
that homosexuals and lesbians are people who need to peor schools should be supplemented by a direct grant from
treated is a nonsense. They do not choose to be homosexugle government. In my area there are some schools where the
they do not choose to be lesbian. There is no evidencgarents want to pay more but, because of the current nonsense
whatsoever which suggests that. Let us get some balance irdbout compulsory/ voluntary, with some opting out of the
the way that program is treated. voluntary, all the children lose out. So, | make a plea to the

I switch now to a different topic, that of water conser- minister to resolve this issue quickly so that our schools can
vation. Indeed, we might need a cold shower after talkingset their fees for next year well in advance and it is not left
about the previous topic. We have gone a long way in regartb the last minute.
to water conservation in this state, but we still have a long | mention my hobby horse of technology high schools, and
way to go. We still have developers in this state, believe it ot know the member for Napier shares my passion. We need
not, who encourage people in new subdivisions to plant lawio move forward on this—not to resurrect the old technical
to the kerb. Do not mind the fact that the council might wanthigh schools but to establish new era technology high schools
to put in a footpath. They are encouraging people to plani all areas of advanced computing, robotics and so on. That
lawn down to the kerb in a Mediterranean climate. | think itcould be part of South Australia becoming a smart state. Last
is too late now in regard to the situation on North TerraceFriday | met with very senior people in Telstra who said they
Some people wanted only exotic plants—and there is nothingiould be happy to support this sort of thing. Obviously, they
wrong with exotics: | have a lot of fruit trees, as just onecannot support every high school because it would not be
example. However, we could have showcased on Nortfeasible, but we could get support from industry and corpora-
Terrace some native plants that do not use much water. Wons such as Telstra for advanced electronics and things such
could have used grasses, reeds and other plants so that aethat in a couple of showcase technology high schools, at
looked a little different to every place in the world. least in the north and the south.

We heard nonsense about eucalypts that drop limbs: some In regard to education, | hope that the SHIP program for
do, but there are over 700 varieties to choose from. There atgudents of high intellectual potential in Aberfoyle Park High
also over 700 acacias to choose from, and then there are @thool (which is supported through the Hub Primary School)
the other species. So we had a highjacked hysterical reacti@gontinues to be supported by the state government. They have
to the suggestion by the consultants that we plant some nativow changed the name of the SHIP program to IGNITE,
trees on North Terrace. My goodness, let us not be togvhich would not have been my choice but is the choice of
innovative in South Australia! Do not do anything different those involved. We need to encourage the gifted and talented
so that tourists can see what they will not see in their owras well as those who maybe are not quite so gifted and
homeland. In regard to water conservation, we are starting t@lented.
move forward, but we have a long way to go. Outside school hours care is grossly deficient in my area.

Inregard to the Flinders Medical Centre, | have provided have written to Larry Anthony many times, who says that
some information to the minister, who has taken it on boardt will be reviewed. However, we suffer postcode discrimina-
to look at sympathetically, in relation to the critical care bedsion because they average out the well off with the not so well
there, and that situation needs some consideration. Thif; | would like to see that changed. | would like to address
information has been provided to me by people who are nahany other issues, but time is against me. | have been
party political but who genuinely care about the health angushing the community road watch, Dob in a Driver. | believe
welfare of others. | have been given information which | havethat the police are about to commit to the program, following
relayed to the minister which points out that some of thehe New Zealand example, and | am delighted.
equipment that was authorised under Minister Dean Brown | have encouraged the city council to introduce Flower
still has not been provided and that people are being semay again, or a flower festival, in the squares and terraces of
prematurely to other wards, putting them at risk. For the firspdelaide during spring, and | am hopeful that the mayor will
time, Flinders Medical Centre has had to send patienttove down that path. Finally, | believe that South Australia
prematurely to wards which are not equipped to look aftehas tremendous potential and that we need to maximise our
patients if something goes wrong. intellectual capability.

The crisis in critical care was predicted two years ago by
the Australian and New Zealand Intensive Care Society. The Mr MEIER (Goyder): | am pleased to speak to the
unit at Flinders Medical Centre has a capacity of 24 beds; thiddress in Reply. | would like to compliment His Excellency
can be stretched to 30 and, currently, it has 32 patients. Thetiee Lieutenant-Governor, Mr Bruno Krumins, on his address
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to parliament yesterday. | believe that it is the first time hewelcome the fact that they are coming to one of the safest
has delivered the address to parliament, and it was certainbjties in the world.” How things can turn in a matter of a few
greatly appreciated. months.

| also extend my best wishes to Her Excellency Marjorie  The third thing that | noted from the Lieutenant-
Jackson-Nelson and say that it is wonderful to have her aSovernor's speech was the fact that the government wants to
Governor. She is continuing to do a great job for Southsee sustained economic growth, more exports and growing
Australia and is certainly getting around the state in a wayob opportunities for South Australians. Again, | can only
that is quite remarkable—spectacular even. She is always ®&ay: hear, hear. But | do have serious concerns when | note
the go, and that only helps South Australia. that it wants to see sustained economic growth, yet what has

I notice that the address—and obviously it reflects theactually happened in relation to economic development?
government’s program—states, amongst other things, that tt@ertainly, the government set up the Economic Development
government wants to see a state in which children are giveBoard and we have had an investigation carried out as to the
every available opportunity to learn and to make the most ofconomic ingredients of the state. The government has also
their potential. | can only compliment the government on thatset up a timetable or framework that it indicates it will follow
but it concerns me, when | look at the amount of money thator future economic development, but if you have a look at
has been allocated, say, to education and | see that asttaat there are no specifics. In fact, the way | read it | do not
percentage of the budget. Whereas under the Liberals’ lagtink much is going to be done until at least 2005. That is two
budget in 2001-03 the actual spending was in excess of 25 pgears away and, in fact, since we lost government it will be
cent of the total state budget, in the 2003-04 Labor budget thg!4 years, and you cannot just let things continue on as they
figure has come down to just over 24 per cent. have. There is no direction. It is easy for this government to

So, we have had a solid 1 per cent reduction in spendingome into office and ascertain where the economic growth
on education; in fact, the estimated result from the 2002-O&ight be. Again, the Lieutenant-Governor highlighted the
budget was in excess of 1 per cent less. It is all very well tdollowing:

have words highlighting that children are to be given every  the government has accepted the recommendation that the state
available opportunity to learn to make the most of theirshould aim to near triple our exports to reach $25 billion by 2013.

potential and to say that the government will continue to work is wonderful to have such an aim. The previous Liberal
on education and training essential to the future developme lE)vernment achieved a tripling of exports but it did not come
of the South Australian economy and community and tha bout naturally or without any hard work. We had specific

education is one of the highest priorities of the governmenty . ~liocated to regional development. We had specific
However, | would have thought that that would have bee unds allocated to attracting industry into this state and to

backed up ‘.N'th action; in other.words, by the amount o ncouraging people to export. We had programs such as Food
money provided to education. | simply say to the citizens o or the Future and through a multitude of regional and
ds. Acti I K louder th d ¥netropo|itan programs we got the results and it has been
words. Actions always speak louder than Woras. . fantastic. When the Liberal government took over back in

| also note thatin the Lleutenant-Governorsspeeg:h tS8Y$993 it inherited an economy that was far from healthy. In
that the government wants to see a community in Wh'db r first two to three, even four, years in government not a lot

peoplefeelsafe in their homes and on_the streets. Again,thg ppened other than stabilisation of the situation and
Isa m.otherhood statement—we certainly want people to.fe. eginning the turn from a decline to an upturn and that took
safe in their homes and on the streets. Therefore, it i}e better part of three to four years.

extremely disappointing that in the 18 months of this o .
government—and | think that will definitely extend out to | Well remember that at the election in 1997 the Liberal
government did not get a lot of accolades. People said, ‘l do

two years—not one extra police officer has been budgete K h h d h £ vet had
for. No extra police. So | am not quite sure how the govern-nOt now that you have done & huge amount,” yet we ha

ment is proposing to make people feel safer in their home§t0ppe(§j Fhe downward tr.(;:nd in tTe scontomy, had I:velled it
and on the streets if it is not actually putting additional‘)l#]t and in some areaj it was star '”?_ Othgo Up{f owever,
resources into such things as policing. Again, it is all veryVNen we were returned to government in the next four years

well to have words but | would have hoped that there woul here was a massive increase. Exports tripled during that time.
be action in that particular respect he economy literally raced ahead. Our manufacturing arm

| well recall a New South Wales election when the thenvent from strength to strength, employment continued to rise

Liberal government was defeated and the then Labor oppogi!d_unemployment continued to decline. We took the

tion campaigned on law and order in a similar way to howdnemployment figures from shortly before we inherited
this government is highlighting safety and order in the comgovernment in 1993 at about 12 per cent unemployment to

munity. The then Labor opposition campaigned on law an@P0ut 7 per centwhen we left office—a massive turnaround.
order and indicated how it felt that it was unsafe to live in Ve really set the train in motion, but it took three or four
Sydney and New South Wales. In fact, it won that electiory 'S {0 get the train moving. Itis now moving at a great pace
and law and order was considered to be one of the big issugdd is moving up and th!s government inherited it. That
It was rather ironic then that some months later, when th&Pward trend will not continue unless the government does
then new Labor government had to handle preparations fdfS POSitive part towards maintaining the upward trend.

the Sydney Olympics, the question was asked of the minister Mr Brindal interjecting:

in charge of the Olympics: what was he going to do about Mr MEIER: It is interesting to hear the member for
public safety, and what was he going to do about the problerdnley interject and say that he bets the government does not
of law and order on Sydney streets? The minister’s answeake positive action to continue the economic trend that the
was: ‘Oh, come on—Sydney would have to be one of theprevious Liberal Government set in train, and | agree with
safest places in the world, why should we even have a worrkiim 100 per cent.

about this? Other people in other parts of the world would Mr Brindal: They do not support the country.
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Mr MEIER: | know that only too well. | look at all the preceding four to eight years. The government has to get a
projects in my electorate and all, without exception, are alirection; it has to look to the future; and its proposed tripling
continuation of projects initiated when we were in govern-of exports will not come about by accident.
ment and | am extremely worried about what new projects are We hear so much about health. The Lieutenant-Governor's
in the pipeline. There are not any! The only thing that haspeech indicated that the government will continue working
happened is a reduction in the speed limits where we hawen the major task of reforming and improving South Aust-
bettered the road services or maintained and bettered themalia’s public health system. We certainly have heard about,

Mr Brindal: Now | suppose they are fining all your and some of us have read about, the Generational Health
electors. Review. At the same time, we see in one of the well-recog-

Mr MEIER: Yes, | had a very irate elector the other daynised rural paperghe Border Watch, a headline last week
who had been picked up in a new 100 kilometre zone doingntitled ‘Health crisis—SE hospitals suffer budget cuts’. This
115 kilometres and he was far from happy. That may go tarticle by Frank Morello states:
court, but I will not get side-tracked by that. The momentum  Medical services are likely to be cut at hospitals across the region
is still there. It took us the better part of four years to slowfollowing yesterday’s release of the draft regional health service
down the economic decline and | suggest that WithOUEUdget; In what health chiefs have described as a ‘disappointing
momentum it will continue going up for the better part of four$gd59frfiili$e State Government has underfunded the region by

ears without the government doing anything. | may be over- . . .
)cl)ptimisticthere. 9 ganything y At atime when, as it was stated in the Governor’s speech, the

If we look at figures released recently, in terms ofdovermnment says it is going to improve South Australia’'s
international trade we see that the value of South AustraliaRuPlic health system, how can they do it when they make cuts
merchandise exports in original terms for June 2003 wa f $1.5 million? What | am really concerned abou.t is: even
$576.6 million—a decrease of 11.7 per cent from May 2003 the government turned around tomorrow and decided to put
and 27.6 per cent down on the June 2002 figure of $796 mi2" &xtra $1.5 million into the South-East region—and | guess
lion. There has been a decrease of 8.9 per cent in the valfgatis the_only way they can overcome |t—_what about aII_the
of exports in the 12 months to June 2003. The value of SoutRtNer regions? I suspect that in my region the Wakefield
Australian merchandise imports in original terms for June€gional Health Service will also experience the same sort
2003 was $403.6 million. This was a decrease of 18.8 pe?f funding cut.

cent from $497.3 million recorded in May 2003 and 2.7 per N health there has been a percentage reduction of the
cent higher than the June 2002 figure of $393.1 million Petter part of half a per cent plus from the time of the Liberals
Overall, the value of imports in the 12 months to June 20030 how. That sort of thing cannot continue indefinitely. If the
was 6.7 per cent higher than the value in the previous 190vernment should put extra money into the South-East

months, namely $5 730.3 million, compared to $5region, it will have to find millions of dollars of extra money
346.8 rﬁillion. ' for other regional hospitals, too. | can tell you that | will be

We could argue that to some extent this is because of tH§2ding the charge on that. _ _
drought, and there is no doubt that that is part of the reason, SC Many other things were said by the Lieutenant-
However, the estimate of new motor vehicle sales fell by>evernor on behalf of the government. | will make more
some 13 per cent in July from the previous month. So, it i€omMments on those matters from time to time, particularly as
not all positive news. | would hope that the government isSOmMe of the Ieglslat|0n'|s |ntrodpced. I thank the Lieutenant-
looking very carefully at such statistics. | was very concerne?©vernor, Bruno Krumins, for his address to parliament, and
when the Treasurer made it clear that this government woult"@ve pleasure in supporting the Address in Reply.

not be offering incentives to companies to come into South .
Australia, and | got the impression that it would not be Mrs GERAGHTY  secured the adjournment of the debate.

offering incentives for them to expand.
I can tell the house that if a company had to choose where SESSIONAL COMMITTEES

to locate they would tend to go where the majority of the  The |egislative Council notified its appointment of

markets are, and that is, of course, to the eastern statesedssional committees.

think we can learn a lesson from Sir Thomas Playford, the

great former premier of South Australia pictured opposite me ADJOURNMENT DEBATE

in the chamber, who went to get General Motors to locate in

South Australia. Sir Thomas used incentives, and he certainly The Hon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Environment and

used the argument of South Australia’s being a central stat€onservation): | move:

and that if they located in South Australia they had ease of That the house do now adjourn.

access to all other markets in Australia. He won them over

with his argument. Dr McFETRIDGE (Morphett): | am proud not only to
Thankfully, South Australia has remained the key centrde the member for Morphett and to represent the people of

for General Motors Holdens today. We are lucky to haveMorphett but also to have a say in the future of the broader

them, and what a wonderful company it is, expanding apopulation of South Australia. As we know, the electorate of

much as it is, and exporting. We are also very lucky to havéMorphett is named after Sir John Morphett, one of the

Mitsubishi likewise exporting in increasing numbers. How-founding fathers of this state.

ever, these things do not come by accident. Therefore, | hope | live in the electorate of Morphett in the suburb of

again that the government will not rely on its words that itGlenelg. Everyone knows that Glenelg is the birth place of

will look to see what the previous government did and takeSouth Australia. In 1836&he Buffalo landed 173 passengers

stock of the fact that, if you cut the regional developmenthere. By 1850, Glenelg was established as a thriving seaport

infrastructure by the better part of 90 per cent, you will nottown. The settlers of Adelaide would come to Glenelg on

have the same assistance and help that was there in tf@ot, horseback or aboard buggies to stroll along the water’s
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edge and enjoy the ambience of Glenelg and the alfresagovernment sell the Ramada Plaza Hotel site to the develop-
dining that was already there in the 1850s. ers so that all profits went to private pockets rather than being
In 1873, a railway line (replaced in 1929 by an electricavailable to fund Stage 2B?
tram) was opened between Adelaide and Glenelg, bringing 5. What guarantee can the government give that the nine-
vast numbers of visitors to the seaside to watch yachtingtorey apartments will generate sufficient profits to pay for
competitions, stroll along the jetty or enjoy family holidays the new entertainment precinct, plus the public infrastructure
in Glenelg's many boarding houses. Today, Glenelg remaingevelopment costs, without additional funds being required
faithful to its holiday heritage, with its beaches, cafesfrom the government or the City of Holdfast Bay?
retailers, entertainment venues and grand mansions attracting g. The government’s plan will remove properties which
millions of visitors each year. On any weekend, according tienerate income for the council—Scampis Restaurant, Magic
the Jetty Road Main Street Board, 48 000 people visit th@ountain and the Colley Terrace car park—a total foregone
Bay, and in any one year over three million visitors come tdncome of approximately $500 000 per year. Will the

the Bay. ) . ) overnment compensate the council so that it does not have
The future of Glenelg is something about which we needg increase rates to cover this lost income?

to be very aware. The Holdfast Shores development has been 7 - How much public land will be converted into private

going on for a number of years now and has attracted SOM&wnership under the government’s proposal?

unfair criticism. It has been a catalyst for much of the 8. C ; ; ; ;
. . Council owns the Magic Mountain footprint. If the
development around the coast of South Australia. Holdfa% g P

- overnment does not gain council consent for its develop-
Bay council has endorsed a new development proposal for thige s “oes it intend to compulsorily acquire the property?
Glenelg foreshore. It is a win-win development for finishing Th tions that the Minister for Urban Devel
off the Holdfast Shores development. ese are questions that the Minister for Urban Develop-

Mayor Ken Rollond said that the proposal preserves publignent and Plannjng (Hon. Jay Weathgrill) must answer. He
open space on the foreshore for future generations of Sou edsto recon5|der.h|s position on this proposal. The fqture
Australians to enjoy and removes the need for future high-ris& Ho{/t?/fas; Shotres 'St s_torr_lelgrtnng tthatl Wf' h?%’ e o gelt rlgfht
apartment developments blocking Colley Reserve from th ow. We have 10 get 1t rignt not only for the people o
beach. The City of Holdfast Bay would like to ask the lenelg but for the people of South Australia. | urge the

government a number of questions concerning Holdfa overnment to reconsider its position. | ask the Premier and
Shores Stage 2B. ‘To be or not to be, is the question mansﬁje Minister for Government Enterprises to ask the Minister
are asking. The q.uestions are as foII(;WS' or Urban Development and Planning to reconsider his

: ; position. This is not a stand-off at the OK Corral; this is
L. When will the governments proposal for HOIdfaStdetermining the future of Holdfast Shores, the wonderful

Shores Stage 2B be unveiled to the public? - .
2. The original master plan for the Holdfast Shores_development at Glenelg, the icon of beachside developments

project, signed by the state government, the consortium arf South Australia. o
the council in October 1997, did not include a separate | @M very lucky to live in that area, and | consider it a
apartment building on the surf club site. The proposed ninePfvilege to represent the people of Morphett. | will do
storey building exceeds the footprint originally agreed for thefVerything within my power to make sure that the people of
hotel. How can the government therefore argue that it¥10rphett and the people of South Australia get what they
proposal is consistent with the master plan? deserve.

3. What other changes have been made to the original Motion carried.
master plan in the course of the first two stages?

4. Why were sufficient funds not generated from Stages 1 At 9.55 p.m. the house adjourned until Wednesday
and 2A to fund Stage 2B as originally promised? Why did thel7 September at 2 p.m.



