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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 5. The Commissioner of Police advises that the budget for

redemption of workers compensation claims for SAPOL is allocated

from the Government Workers Compensation (GWC) Fund and

controlled by the Department for Administrative and Information
Wednesday 5 May 2004 Services. Like other agencies covered by the GWC Fund, SAPOL

. . is required to argue the funding of redemption of liability on an
The SPEAKER (Hon. |1.P. LGNIS) took the chair at individual business case basis.

2 p.m. and read prayers. In the 2003-04 financial year the base budget for funding the
redemption of claims for SAPOL was unchanged from previous
AUDITOR-GENERAL'SREPORT years. However, in recent years additional funding has been accessed

primarily from accumulated reserves (unspent in prior years) to fund
In reply to Hon. I.F. EVANS, Mr BROKENSHIRE and  an expanded redemption program. This gave agencies the op-

Mr KOUTSANTONIS (13 November 2003). portunity to resolve long-standing claims. SAPOL spent some
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: During debate of the Auditor-General's $1.3 million on redemption in the 2002-03 year.
Report the following questions were asked: In 2003-04 the budget for funding the redemption of claims for

1. TheHon.l.F. EVANS: Yes. In relation to part A, page 11, agencies was determined by taking the average of redemption
‘Probity issues and the potential for conflict of interest’, has theexpenditure over the previous years, and the allocation for SAPOL
Treasurer been given any advice since 5 March 2002 about diffiwas set at $560 000.
culties of any public servants involved in an evaluation process whilst expenditure on the redemption of claims in SAPOL has
holding shares in entities that ‘directly or indirectly might have anresolved a number of claims (and reduced the liability for those

involvement with the contracts concerned'? _ claims), it has not resulted in substantial reduction in ongoing long-
2. TheHon. |.F. EVANS: In relation to the advice that the term liability. SAPOL has therefore undertaken a review of the range
Treasurer has received, to which contracts does it relate? of claims resolution possibilities including improved vocational

3. TheHon. I.F. EVANS: Maybe you have a briefing on this, rehabilitation and identification of better return to work opportunities
Treasurer. What was the level of recurrent spending underacross the public sector as well as redemption.
expenditure in 2002-03? o ) SAPOL will continue to seek resolution of claims through

4. Mr BROKENSHIRE: Can the minister advise me what he rehabilitation and return to work opportunities.
is doing, as Treasurer and police minister, to address the concerns g The Commissioner of Police has advised that speed camera
raised about payroll in the Auditor-General's Report? vehicles are exempted from the provisions of Part 12 of the

5. Mr BROKENSHIRE: Can the minister explain, given the aystralian Road Rules, which relate to the restrictions for vehicles
points raised in the Auditor-General's Report with respect to V_Vor',(er%topping and parking. This exemption was granted on 7 January
compensation costs, why there has been a significant reduction in thgg1 by the Minister for Transport from the previous Government,
amount of money allocated for redemption? pursuant to Regulation 7 of the Road Traffic (Road Rules — Ancillary

6. Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Running on from whatthe member and Miscellaneous Provisions) Regulations 1999. Therefore, these
for Mawson said about speeding fines, when will the minister payehicles are legally parked when acting in that capacity, so there is
back all speeding fines taken by police services vehicles parkegh reason to provide a refund.
illegally while operating speed cameras, as they do not have an 7 The Commissioner of Police advises that in relation to the
exemption under the act to park illegally as do police vehicles?  pypjic-private Partnerships (PPP) proposal for Victor Harbor,

7. Mr BROKENSHIRE: | have a final supplementary question. sApOL and the Courts Administration Authority share a site located
Will the Victor Harbor PPP be located in the main street? between Ocean and Torrens Streets, Victor Harbor.

Response . . This site will be made available for the redevelopment of

1. Ihave received general advice about the development of th@ijities for both agencies as a key component of the PPP transac-
Future ICT probity plan, as well as advice on the probity issuesjon and it is the joint view of both SAPOL and the CAA that the
raised in the report of the Auditor-General. location of the current site adequately suits business needs.

2. The probity plan and the report of the Auditor-General relate A ajterative site might only be considered if it is clearly shown
to the Future ICT project that incorporates multiple IT and telecOmynere are practical difficulties in providing for proposed building
munications contracts including the ITSSED Agreement with EDS e quirements on the current site and if the proposed alternative is

3. There was no level of recurrent under-expenditure in 2002-03,55r0ved as suitable by SAPOL and CAA.

The recurrent spending over-expenditure in 2002-03 for the General
Government Sector was $378 159 000.

This answer has been prepared on the basis of a comparison of MITSUBISHI MOTORS
the original 2002-03 Budget and the actual level of expenditure for
2002-03. There are many reasons for a variation to exist. These could The Hon. K.O. FOLEY (Deputy Premier): | seek leave
include budget decisions taken during the year, carryovergg make a ministerial statement.
accounting reclassifications and revenue offsets (ie additional L ted
Commonwealth funding). Accordingly, the figure should be eave granted. )
interpreted cautiously as it does not necessarily measure TheHon.K.O.FOLEY: Irise to update the house on the

‘overspending’. progress of the planned meetings between the federal industry

revi“e-wz?esggglr_‘,‘sisggggélj’rfez?gﬁhg"%sRgsi‘g\,sve%é?ﬁftiéggoﬁugriﬁrninister lan Macfarlane, myself and Mitsubishi executives
Retention of Personnel Audit Reports (PAR’s)" identified severall Japan. As members will recall, the company had confirmed
issues with respect to the verifying and or certification of thosed meeting set down for Monday 10 May. The house was

documents by Officers of Police and or Managers. Further, the Audinformed of this by the Premier two days ago. | wish to
found that in some cases the certified documents were not beinggyise the house that the company has subsequently asked for

retained, and concluded that the documents were not providing t . . .
level of control assurance they were designed to provide. e meeting to be delayed for a few days in order to achieve

SAPOL as a result of the audit findings addressed these issu830re meaningful talks in Tokyo. The federal industry
within corporate policy and to reinforce with Officers of Police and minister and | now expect to travel to Japan towards the end
or Managers their responsibility with respect to the review,of next week for a meeting on Friday 14 May. The govern-
certification and retention of the fortnightly Personnel Audit Reports,ant will continue to keep the parliament informed of

SAPOL General Orders — specifically Special Purpose Manua&I | t
8175, Audit and Inspection Procedures, outlines the corporate evelopments.
requirements for ensuring accountability of SAPOL's assets and
finances and the well-being of employees. Amendments have been PAPER TABLED
malde to tr&at corporate policy ?nd tge reshponsibilri]ties of Olfficer? of
Police and or Managers reinforced in the South Australia Police ; ; .

Gazette. Amendments will ensure the accuracy of the fortnightly The fO||0V'VII.']g paper Wz'as laid on the table.'
Personnel Audit Reports and retention of those certificates for at BY the Minister for Science and Information Economy
least one year. (Hon. P.L. White)—
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A 10-Year Vision for Science, Technology and Innovation ~ Mr WILLIAMS: | rise on a point of order of relevance,

in South Australia—Report. and | was going to point out the matter on which you, sir,
have just advised the minister. As | recall, the question was:
LEGISLATIVE REVIEW COMMITTEE has the government’s position on this matter changed because

of polling and, if so, how? The minister has gone nowhere
near the question at the moment, and | ask you, sir, to direct
him to come back to the question.

The SPEAKER: | uphold the point of order. The question
was to the minister with respect to his responsibilities to this
Il?ouse and implied that the polling had been done by the
government of this state. That is as | understood the question.
The minister has yet to address whether the government of
this state has done any polling but, rather, has simply referred

A : to the fact that the federal government has done such polling
I\R/” HANNAS ' bring up the 20th report of the committee. and proceeded to debate that measure. Either the minister
eport received. h .
comes to the point of the question or we move on.

TheHon. J.D.HILL: Thank you, Mr Speaker. | was
attempting to show the context in which the government is
considering these issues because the reality is that the federal
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC PROSECUTIONS government has used taxpayers_

The SPEAKER: Order! The minister's explanation is

Thg Hon. R.G. KERIN (L eader of the_Opposmon): My sincere, | am sure, and as such clearly illustrates the point that
question is to the Attorney-General. Will the current staff att is his desire to debate it. That is not permitted under
the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions be e"giblestanding orders '

and considered for the position of DPP if they so choose to TheHon. J.D. HILL : | understand, Mr Speaker. Perhaps

apply? in answerin i
. g the question | can refer to a comment made by
em;ngtli-:;o;lésl,vl -J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): An Michels Warren, and it is a comment with which the govern-
' ment would agree because it sums up the government’s
NUCL EAR WASTE position. Michels Warren, in its reporting to the federal
government, said:

Mr CAICA (Colton): My question is to the Minister for The national repository could never be sold as good news to
Environment and Conservation. Has the government’§0Uth Australians. There appear few, if any, tangible benefits such

. f s jobs, investments or improved infrastructure. Its merits to South
position on the proposed national nuclear waste dumﬁustra”ans’ at the most, are intangible.

changed as a result of polling into community attitudes on i .
this matter and, if so, how? On 27 September 2000, Mr Stephen Middleton of Michels

TheHon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Environment and Warren emailed an officer of the federal government to
Conservation): | thank the member for Colton for his €XPréss concern about delays in undertaking research and
important question. Information obtained under freedom offarketing.
information reveals that the federal government has con- The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable the deputy leader
ducted its own poll and expensive marketing for the radioachas a point of order.
tive waste dump in South Australia. Today | reveal whatthe TheHon. DEAN BROWN: My point of order is the
federal government has kept secret. The PR firm Michelsame as that raised earlier. We are straight back to the federal
Warren was contracted on two occasions by the federglovernment. | have heard nothing that the minister has said
government. The first contract ended in 2000 at a cost dfi the last 60 or so seconds that relates to the state
$213 246.91 and the second contract was for the period 4 Jujovernment.
to 31 August last year at a cost of up to $107 000. The SPEAKER: | had thought that the minister would

The public relations campaign polled South Australianshave something to say about that. During the course of the
on three separate occasions in 1999, 2000 and 2001. On eaeimarks the member for Mawson may not attempt a conver-
of those occasions the majority of South Australians remainesiation across the chamber. He knows that it is highly
opposed to the dump being placed in our state. Interestinglgisorderly and has been invited on previous occasions to
the polling also tested support for medium and high levetross the chamber and sit beside the member with whom he
waste dumps, even though the federal government said thaishes to converse in such manner as will not disrupt the
our state is not a candidate for the high level dump. In Marclproceedings of the house. Otherwise, | will invite him to
1999, Senator Minchin ruled out a Pangea-style nationdeave the chamber and see if his colleagues agree with that
dump in South Australia. Yet, in 1999, after that event, andriew. Unless the minister has an explicit response to the
in 2000 they polled South Australians to see whether @nquiry made by the member for Colton about the intentions
Pangea dump should be placed in this state. Why would theyf the South Australian government with respect to polling
have polled South Australians about that if it was still not paritself, the minister might choose to conclude that his answer

Mr HANNA (Mitchell): I bring up the 19th report of the
committee.
Report received and read.

Mr HANNA: | bring up the report of the committee on
regulations made under the Magistrates Court, District Cou
and Supreme Court acts concerning court fees.

Report received.

QUESTION TIME

of their secret agenda? They had up their sleeve— is completed.
The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable ministerisnow  TheHon. J.D. HILL: Thank you, Mr Speaker. | will say
straying into the domain of debate. that the government remains implacably opposed to the low

TheHon. J.D. HILL: Thank you, Mr Speaker. Consul- level dump being placed in our state. In fact, our resolve has
tants at Michels Warren were paid up to $1 300 a day to selbeen strengthened by the commentary of the officer working
us this dump, and what did that buy? for Michels Warren. Mr Middleton said:
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We will lose ground once again unless we can soften up th@t home and is provided by the same midwife, who works

community on the need for the repository. flexibly around the needs of the woman. If the situation arises
The SPEAKER: Order! That is clearly debate. The where medical assistance may be needed during the pregnan-
honourable the Leader of the Opposition. cy, labour or birth, the midwife works collaboratively with
medical colleagues to coordinate the best care for the woman
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC PROSECUTIONS and her baby but continues to be the woman'’s primary carer.

. The Women’s and Children’s Hospital has established

TheHon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition): My  four midwifery group practices, each with three midwifery

question is to the Premier. Given the Attorney-General'staff. In their first year, the midwifery group practices are
absolute assurance that the current DPP staff will be eligiblexpected to provide care to around 500 women and their
for appointment as the new DPP, will the Premier nowbabies. It is expected that, eventually, the service will provide
support the Attorney-General's decision and give the samgare for up to 1 000 women and their babies a year through
assurance? On ABC Radio this morning Matthew Abrahanhe addition of another four midwifery group practices. This
said that he had spoken to the Premier and had been advisgd very impressive program at the Women'’s and Children’s
that the Paul Rofe replacement was not going to be fromgjospital. | want to congratulate the midwives and staff at the
among the existing DPP staff. Mr Abraham said in respect ofospital, as well as ANF because, together, they worked on

the replacement, and | quote— making sure that South Australia had in place the very best
The SPEAKER: Order! That is clearly debate. The of care for mothers and their babies.

honourable the leader does not need to explain anything about
what went on in Mr Abraham’s mind, or anywhere else. The HEALTH, MIDWIFERY TRAINING
thrust of the question is quite clear.
TheHon. M.D. RANN (Premier): | absolutely stand by Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop): As a supplementary
the comments of the Attorney-General. What | have saidjuestion, will the minister assure the house that she will

today publicly is this. ensure that there is enough funding going to our training
Mr Brokenshire interjecting: institutions to make sure that midwives are receiving training
The SPEAK ER: Order, the member for Mawson! and that they can enter the profession? Recently, | received

TheHon. M.D. RANN: What | have said publicly today an inquiry from a constituent who received help from the
is what will happen. We will advertise nationally for a DPP. local hospitals in my electorate to undertake midwifery
We are out to get a fearless prosecutor. We want someorieining at the Flinders University. That person cannot secure
who wants to lock up the bad guys. We want someone wh@ Position because there are 125 applicants for about 20
is on the side of the victims. | am told by the Attorney- positions. The Flinders University tells me that there is no
General that we have outstanding people in the DPP’s officBinding to train the applicants, yet we have a shortage of
in South Australia, and | hope that they apply. Let me saynidwives across the state.
this, however: that the Liberals in government were soft on TheHon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health): | am
crime and law and order— delighted to answer the question. | suggest that the member

The Hon. Dean Brown interjecting: for MacKillop contact the Hon. Brendan Nelson because, of

The SPEAKER: The deputy leader will come to order. course, the funding for university places—
| assume that the Premier has concluded his reply. The Mr Williamsinterjecting:

member for Torrens. TheHon. L. STEVENS: No, no, no. The funding for
university places, as we all know, is a prime and core
HOSPITALS, WOMEN'SAND CHILDREN’'S responsibility of the federal government. The honourable

member really needs to learn how it works.
Mrs GERAGHTY (Torrens): My question is directed

to the Minister for Health. Do South Australian women now EDUCATION, STUDENT SUPPORT
have greater choice in determining the type of birth they want
and who they want to assist them as a result of the new MsTHOMPSON (Reynell): My question is directed to
maternity program at the Women'’s and Children’s Hospital2he Minister for Education and Children’s Services. What is
TheHon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health): Ithank  the government doing in our schools to provide additional
the honourable member for Torrens for this question, and gupport to students who are not always inclined to learning
is particularly pertinent today because it is Internationako stay at school profitably until they are at least 16?
Midwives Day. The answer is yes, South Australian women TheHon. J.D.LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Educa-
now have greater choice thanks to a new best practicion and Children’s Services): | know that the honourable
maternity program at the Women'’s and Children’s Hospitalmember, unlike some people in this chamber, is very well
The Women'’s and Children’s Hospital is the first hospital ininformed about the education system and absolutely commit-
the state to offer midwifery group practices, a service thated to giving young people opportunities. As part of the
offers continuity of care to women and their babies throughgovernment’s commitment to increasing participation in
out pregnancy, labour and birth and then for up to six weeksducation and training, we have committed $5.6 million over
afterwards. four years, dedicated to student mentoring programs in
This model of care is supported by leading state, nationatchools. This is particularly targeted at young people at risk.
and international research. The aim of the program is tdhe program is designed to support students, particularly
ensure that a woman and her midwife work in a speciafround the age of 15, when they are most at risk of dropping
partnership, which is established throughout the pregnancgut of school.
The focus is on the individual needs of the woman: her social, The honourable member will be pleased to know that in
emotional, physical, psychological, spiritual and culturalher electorate three schools—Christies Beach, Morphett Vale
needs. Care with the new baby in the early weeks continuend Wirreanda high schools—are among the 45 schools
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across the state that are participating in this governmemhembers, regardless of their view of the professionalism or

initiative. In fact, two years ago on 13 May 2002 in this placeotherwise of the holder of a public service office, in chief to

the state government introduced historic legislation—afterefer to that office by its title and not them by name.

many years of really no action from the former government— MsCHAPMAN: Thank you for that guidance,

to increase the school leaving age to 16 years. This programr Speaker. The Solicitor-General stated that he had received

supports students who have returned to or remained at schaabmissions from the Victim Support Service, the Commis-

as a result of this significant change in the legislation. lisioner of Police, the Witness Assistance Service, the Legal

allows teachers to dedicate time to individual students wh&ervices Commission, Ms Marie Shaw QC and representative

may need more help to keep on track. to the Criminal Law Committee and from the President of the
The student mentoring program involves some 80 teachetsaw Society.

in the 45 schools who support up to 800 students. The TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): Some

experienced teachers have the opportunity to deal withf those people or organisations who made submissions

individual students at risk—helping them to stay at schooilvould have done so on the understanding that their submis-

longer, dealing with personal concerns, building self-sion was confidential. So, | do not think | am authorised to

confidence and supporting students to set realistic goals amdmmit to releasing those submissions, given that | have not

effective work plans. | recently heard first-hand from aconsulted them about whether they want those submissions

student mentor of how her role has expanded to be areleased. So, | shall take advice on that question.

advocate for students’ needs and interests, both in the school

and within their community, including linking students with  TheHon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition): |

community organisations or services to gain further supportave a supplementary question. Given the Attorney-General’s
As a government we are supporting young people, theianswer, will he commit to the house that if in fact these

families and teachers to ensure that young people remafpeople are happy for their submissions to be released he will

engaged and in the education system so that they can haiglease them?

further education and work opportunities, or even a combina- The Hon. M. J. ATKINSON: No; | will take advice on

tion of these opportunities. | congratulate the student mentotfie matter.

in those 45 schools because | know they are making a

significant difference to 800 young people’s lives. Itis a pity SALINE WATER DISPOSAL
that the opposition has no interest in young people in our ] o
schools. MrsMAYWALD (Chaffey): Will the Minister for

Environment and Conservation provide the house with details

Mr BRINDAL (Unley): | have a supplementary question. of any inquiry into the feasibility of building a pipeline to the
How does the Minister for Education and Children’s Servicessea to dispose of saline water effluent from salt interception
claim that children are most at risk at the age of 15, when thechemes along the River Murray in South Australia? Current-
age for leaving school set by this parliament is 16 years oly the Department of Water, Land and Biodiversity Conser-
age? vation is undertaking investigations into the future needs for

TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: | am very happy to Salt disposal basins in the Riverland district. Many farmers
reply to the honourable member. He will recognise that, imave approached my office concerned about the taking of
terms of mentoring and forming relationships with younggood land to use for the disposal of saline water and they are
people, it is almost pointless to do it at the age of 16, whegeeking information on a pipeline to the sea.
they are on the brink of leaving school. Itis far more sensible TheHon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Environment and
to start early on to build long, established relationships anfonservation): | thank the member for Chaffey for this
deal with the issues that matter, such as having an individuéitteresting question and acknowledge that her electorate
study plan, setting goals, having targets and having sormgonsists of not only irrigators but also dry land farmers. The

concept of where their career might go. issu_e of a_pipgline to the sea has be(_en raised re_cen_tly due to
the investigation of a potential new disposal basin site to the
PLEA BARGAINING south of Woolpunda Lowbank in the South Australian

Riverland, as the member said. Community concern is over

MsCHAPMAN (Bragg): Will the Attorney-General the disposal of saline ground water in a surface disposal
table in this house the submissions which were made tevaporation basin, not the interception of ground water. The
Mr Chris Kourakis QC in his inquiry into plea bargaining? concept of a pipeline to the sea was first raised decades ago,
In paragraph 12 of his report which has been tabled in thisam advised, and the most recent detailed assessment is some
house, Chris Kourakis QC stated that he received submissiod$ to 20 years ago. Those figures are not available to inform
from— this briefing now. However, back of the envelope calculations

The SPEAKER: Order! | advised all members yesterday, are included below, which | will go through.
and standing orders make it plain, that when referring to Itis intended to undertake an updated detailed assessment
people in such offices it is better that they be referred to byf the option of a pipeline to the sea as part of the environ-
the office they occupy, or at least the title of that office, inmental impact assessment and background investigations to
order that, historically, it will be easier for anyone reading thehelp determine the need for a new disposal basin, its location
record to know that it was in fact, say, the Commissioner ofind size. Having said that, | would have to say to the member
Police or, say, the Solicitor-General about whom the inquinfor Chaffey and all honourable members that it is highly
was being made, by whom the remark in explanation wasnlikely that the feasibility of such a study will reveal that
made, or from whom the quotation was coming. It would bethis can be done in any cost effective way. | am advised that
to my mind, and that of most other honourable members | arit would cost approximately $120 million to $150 million to
sure, unthinkable to simply say, ‘Mal’ when referring to the construct a 200 to 250 kilometre pipe to the sea, with a pipe
Commissioner of Police. Therefore, can | urge all honourableliameter of 750 millimetres, at a cost of $600 000 per
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kilometre to purchase and install the pipe. It would cost The Hon. |.F. Evansinterjecting:

around $1 million a year to pump water to the sea, and that The Hon. PL. WHITE: The honourable member refers
is at 500 to 600 litres per second. A pipe of 750 millimetresy traffic incidents—

diameter would take a flow of about that volume per second. .
The SPEAKER: The member for Davenport is out of

All salt interception is predicted to total 1 500 to 1 900 d d the mini v f - d
litres per second by 2015, including water currently pumped'der and the minister equally for attempting to respond.

to Stockyard Plain and proposed to be pumped to Noora. So, TheHon. PL. WHITE: For those members who are
to improve the economic viability of such a pipe, it would interested in traffic incidents on the roads, they do raise a
require concentration of this salt from that 1 900 litrespoint, because this facility will now be able—instead of
maximum to around 500 or 600 litres. In order to do that, yothaving the traffic controllers working blindly in terms of what
would still need some holding pond to allow the water tois happening on that road—in real-time to see via the closed
evaporate. circuit TV cameras whether there have been road traffic

So, even if we were to construct a pipeline, we would stillincidents, as well as monitor the weather for rain, sleet, fog
have to have some sort of place where the water couléind those sorts of conditions. Via electronic signage, they
evaporate. To pump a distance of 200 to 250 kilometres, Will be able to warn motorists of impending hazards and
would require the installation of intermediate pumpingchanged road conditions, vary the speed applicable and apply
stations, the costs of which have also not been calculated érdifferent speed applicable to that road. Compliance with
included in this assessment. There are a whole lot of othéhose speed signs will be legally enforceable. This is all
issues to do with native vegetation, Aboriginal heritage 2imed, of course, atimproving the safety for motorists. It is
disruption of landowners, easements, and all the rest of i@ tricky section of road, and the government is spending this
While it is feasible—and we will certainly look at it in a money to make it much safer for residents.

proper and sensible way—I must say that on the basis of This is the first time that this technology will be applied
those back of the envelope figures it seems highly unlikelyhere in South Australia. As | say, it will involve real-time
. message signs and variable speed limit signs to give motorists
Mr BRINDAL (Unley): | have a supplementary question. \yarning about impending incidents or potential hazardous
Is the minister aware that Penrice Soda, in about the last thre@ ngitions applying at that time at that particular area. There
years, has conducted a feasibility study such as he outlinggij| as0 be detectors on the arrester beds so that there will
to the house? Is he aware that Penrice Soda, having run og§ 5 signal to traffic control that there has been an incident
of evaporation ponds on the Adelaide Plains, may well b g action can be taken. The closed-circuit television will
interested in working in partnership with the government togive full coverage of both carriageways between the Glen
pump concentrated brine to their fields on the Adelaideysmond and Crafers interchange. Those residents with
Plains? Would the government be interested in working Withyroperties along that section of road need not be concerned
Penrice Soda to achieve the solution outlined by the memb%nd there will be consultation with them), because it is
for Chaffey? possible to blank out vision of their properties electronically.
TheHon. J.D. HILL: I must congratulate the member for The variable message signs will be located near the Old
Unley for that excellent question. It is a great shame that h@’ollgate on the outbound carriageway and immediately
is no longer the shadow minister responsible for such issugsefore the Crafers Bridge on the inbound carriageway. The
because he clearly understands these issues in a very brqﬁ@gram has the endorsement of the Road Safety Advisory

context. | am not aware exactly of the studies conducted bgouncil and South Australia Police. It will improve safety for
Penrlce, but the honourable member would knOW, as | knOV\é" motorists trave"ing on that section of road.

that a select committee that we were on some time ago
looking at the River Murray raised this issue.
I have had a couple of conversations with Penrice; | guess

they would be interested in it occurring if the infrastructure ) L
were provided in such a way that it would be cost-neutral t MsCHAPMAN (Bragg): My question|is to the Attorney-
O&eneral. What reasons has the Office of the Director of

them. | guess that, as part of this process, we could certain ; . X X
take on board the issue of Penrice’s needs. It would be a gre{ﬂybl'c Prosecutions expressed for its opposing the proposal

solution if Penrice could get its salt from the River Murray; 0 appoint a Crown Counsel in the Office of the DPP? The

: : . .Solicitor-General’s report recommended the appointment of
|Snufgagcet,sgr¥éo=nvc\i/“sl ?(l)\lﬁva\} fi? ;tpdg of issues, as the member IgCrown Counsel to the Office of the DPP and that one of the

functions of the proposed crown counsel would be to report
) to the Attorney-General directly. In answer to a question on
ROADS, ADELAIDE-CRAFERS 4 May 2004, the Attorney-General acknowledged that the
Mr O’BRIEN (Napier): My question is directed to the Office of the DPP had made a submission opposing this
Minister for Transport. With the onset of winter and the Proposal. My question, therefore, seeks details of the grounds
havoc that wet and slippery roads play, what will theOf Opposition.
government be doing to address traffic management on the The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): The
Adelaide-Crafers Highway? position of Crown Counsel, as envisaged by the Solicitor-
TheHon. PL. WHITE (Minister for Transport): lam  General, would be outside the Office of the Director of Public
pleased to inform the house that the government is spendirigrosecutions. The idea would be that Crown Counsel would
$1.7 million to bring a new level of safety for motorists on advise the Attorney-General when advice was sought about
that particular section of road—one of the state’s mostlifficult charge negotiations that had been brought to the
frequently used highways, namely, the Adelaide-Craferattention of the Attorney-General by the Director of Public
Highway. The money will be spent on closed circuit securityProsecutions. | think it is obvious that the office would not
cameras as well as electronic signage— like the Crown Counsel to be outside its auspices.

CROWN COUNSEL



2032 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Wednesday 5 May 2004

MsCHAPMAN: | have a supplementary question. Whatremoved all available files from the office and secured them
are the reasons then for its opposition if Crown Counsel is tin another location and they also removed PC hard drives for
be outside the office? their confidential destruction. A complete printout of all the

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: The Office of the DPP does files located in the Mount Gambier office has been carried out
not wish to have its advice second-guessed by a lawyeand a matching process is being undertaken to determine

outside the office. what specific files have been lost or damaged. Staff have
estimated that they have been able to retrieve around 90 per
WOMEN, ETHNIC COMMUNITIES cent of the files. These are current open files and include

. intake, youth and some files concerning guardianship matters.
‘MsCICCARELLO (Norwood): My question is to the  Ajmost all the files located in the compactus have been lost
_I\/I|n|ster for Multlcu_ltural Affalrs_._ How has the government oy significantly damaged, which will be about 50 per cent of
improved leadership opportunities for women in our ethnigne files that were held in the office, including closed files.

communities? " : : -
o . . Currently, emergency financial assistance and limited
It a-{)ggel;lrgrEh[a)tEveeN d?)RrSY\{]I:\./(lar:;?nr:sigroilr?ttr?ifsogairé zl'tr'thlsomal vyork services are belng delivered through the South
stage E\ustrallan.Housmg Trust office apd agreement has beep
) reached with Centrelink, the Salvation Army and the council
PLEA BARGAINING to provide short term accommodation for up to six months for
staff from 3 May. At the moment it is anticipated that direct
MsCHAPMAN (Bragg): My question is to the Attorney-  telephone lines will be up and running by 7 May. In the
General. | will give him another one! Is the Attorney-GeneralMeantime telephones have been diverted to Crisis Care where
aware Of the introduction Of a new po“cy regarding p|easoc|a| WOI’k and antl-povel’ty services are belng pI’IOI’Itlsed.
bargaining post Nemer? A letter from the prosecutiodl would particularly like to acknowledge the outstanding

service— work that was done as a crisis response by the FAYS staff
TheHon. M J. Atkinson: | did not quite hear. down at Mount Gambier. Services were restored almost
The SPEAKER: Order! The Attorney-General did not immediately after the fire. It is also worthy of note that the

hear the question. other agencies in the area, including federal government

MsCHAPMAN: | am happy to repeat it, sir. Is the agencies, colllallborated to assist in that effort. So, it was a
Attorney-General aware of the introduction of a new policytremendous joint effort and | congratulate the staff and all
regarding plea bargaining post Nemer? A letter from théhose associated with responding to this crisis.
prosecution service to a lawyer was quoted on public radio
this morning. It stated that a plea bargain could not be agreed DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC PROSECUTIONS
to because a new policy had been introduced post Nemer.

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attor ney-General): There MsCHAPMAN (Bragg): Will the Attorney-General
has been no change in the policies of the Office of Directotable in the parliament, in the public interest, Paul Rofe’s
of Public Prosecutions. However, | understand that there hdgsponse (that is, in his position as the former Director of
been a change in policy at police prosecutions level. Public Prosecutions) to the criticisms levelled in the Solicitor-

General’s report? On 4 May 2004 the Attorney-General

MsCHAPMAN: | have a supplementary question. If refused to release Mr Rofe’s response on the ground that
there has been a change of policy, Mr Attorney-General, wilthere was an FOI request on the document. Mr Speaker, this
the minister table this new policy, and will adequate resourceguestion seeks the tabling of the response. It is not addressed
be given to the DPP’s office and police prosecutors tdo the issue of whether it is subject to disclosure under FOI.

implement the new policy? _ TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): The
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY (Minister for Police): The  document that the member for Bragg seeks is a document

police prosecution— created by work in progress. It was never contemplated that
Mr Brokenshire interjecting: such a document would be released and quite understandably

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Police prosecution is adivision the former DPP and the Office of the DPP do not think it is

of the police department, and | am happy to receive a briefingppropriate to release it. But there is an application, as |
from the Police Commissioner on this matter because, as | aghderstand it, fronThe Advertiser under FOI, and it will be

sure the member would appreciate, under statute the Poligtermined according to law.

Commissioner is responsible for operational matters. | am

happy to get a briefing from him and provide the honourable  \s CHAPMAN: Is the Attorney-General saying that he
member with an answer. does not accept that it is in the public interest that this

document be released?
MOUNT GAMBIER FAYS OFFICE The SPEAKER: The Hon. the Attorney-General, as |

MsRANK INE (Wright): My question is to the Minister understood him, said that he was taking that on law. But itis

for Families and Communities. What is being done to ensurt€ Attorney-General’s question.
that FAYS services in Mount Gambier continue despite the TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: I have nothing to add, sir.
recent fire at the FAYS office?

TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL (Minister for Families APPRENTICESHIP AND TRAINEE AWARDS
and Communities): | thank the honourable member for her
question. Regrettably there was a fire in the early hours of the MsBEDFORD (Florey): My question is to the Minister
morning on Thursday 22 April in the FAYS office at Mount for Employment, Training and Further Education. How is the
Gambier, which was subject to an arson attack, with extengovernment promoting excellence in vocational education
sive damage being caused to both building and contents. Stafhd training programs?
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TheHon. SW.KEY (Minister for Employment, TheHon. P.F. CONLON: You would think he would
Training and Further Education): | am proud to say that know, but | will go through it. People in receipt of a conces-
South Australian training program participants have a wellsion have available to them a number of market offers. They
deserved reputation for excellence. At the National Trainingonsider those market offers; they then accept one. At the
Awards last year, South Australians won numerous nationailext meter reading, they will be transferred to a market
awards including Apprentice of the Year, which went tocontract with a retailer. Once the retailer takes financial
Adelaide chef Jonathan Kemble; Large Training Provider ofesponsibility, that is, takes them over as a customer, the
the Year, won by Torrens Valley TAFE; and the VET in retailer advises the government that that has occurred and the
Schools Excellence Award, won by Murray TAFE andgovernment sends a cheque. The figure of 1 800 referred to
Futures Connect in the Riverland. In addition, Christophein the question is the number of cheques sent to that point,
Crouch from a farm south of Crystal Brook was runner-up inreflecting the activity in about January this year. Since that
the New Apprenticeship Trainee of the Year. So a number dime, | can indicate that in just the last week | think the
electorates can be proud that we have done so well in theumber has gone to about 2 500 cheques but, again, there is
National Training Awards. a natural three month lag in this.

Building on this success, nominations are now open for What we have seen since the introduction of the rebate is
the 2004 South Australian Training Awards, the step towardg dramatic change in the level of churn—the best level of
the national competition. Over the next couple of months, £hurn of any state which has gone to FRC so far—and we did
would encourage high-achieving apprentices, trainees aritiat coming from behind the hurdles left by the previous
students of vocational education to consider the real benefigovernment. Those hurdles were, of course, that they sold to
of entering the competition, including improved careera monopoly retailer (unforgivable!) to get a bigger return and
opportunities. Likewise, | would ask members in this houséhey failed to implement retail competition in gas when
to think about encouraging businesses, trainees and studegieeryone knows that the experience around the world is that
in their own areas to consider being put forward as nominadual fuel is what will drive competition better than anything
tions for the state awards. else. | regret to have to explain this to the shadow minister,

Businesses that nominate for training providers award8ut | offer him a full briefing by our officers so he can
may benefit from greater industry and community recognitnderstand what is not really a very complex matter.
tion, along with heightened staff morale, and not only do the

g g y TheHon. W.AA. MATTHEW: | have a supplementary

trainees and the employers receive acknowledgment butalso ' ' . he minister’ I he h h |
quite often it is a team effort in particular workplaces andduestion. Given the minister's reply to the house that only

places of training. That is something that all members in thi€ 200 Pensioners have received such a rebate and given that

house can think about, that is, encouraging people in theffiat number represents just over 1 per cent of eligible pension
electorate to consider these awards. concession holders in the state, will the minister give an

There are 10 categories in 2004, and these inCIudundertakmg to the house that he will extend the program and

; . : Better advise pensioners of their entitlement in relation to this
apprentice of the year, trainee of the year, vocational StUde?ébate’P

of the year, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander student o The Hon. PE. CONLON: Again, can | explain to the

the year, VET in Schools excellence award, large tralnln%hadow minister that the reason why 2 500 cheques have been

provider of the year, small training provider of the year, . R )
employer of the year, small business of the year and th{aecewed at this time is that there is a natural three to four

South Australian training initiative award. Nominations for mont’h Igg.betw(;ee.n a(;:(lzoeptlng a_{narket offer ar|1ddtt)he goyelrn-
the 2004 South Australian Training Awards close on 30 Jungnents €ing ? VIsed by akreta(; er. So, it w‘;)u e'e?tlre y
and winners will be announced on 27 August and at an awatjgﬁppropr;?te otrhmf!ttho mahe ab ecision or}[h_anulf'sll(rysl |gur$s
ceremony at the Adelaide Convention Centre. Winners of th 0 egr\l\(/:intntclzv:nofer o?[:ist?)smeergnbse?:rgjselr\:\?e ! gtig:i?:se g‘f
state .awards wil go on to compete for the Australian Nationachuen earlier than we get notice of ,concession h(?lders. So, it
Training Awards in Melbourne in November 2004, and | urge ould be entirely inappropriate. Again, | stress that the

all members of this house to seriously consider putting uIP‘Vhadow minister might like a briefing so he understands how

gsv(;%i in their areas for these state awards and nation Ie system works and he simply would not ask such foolish
) guestions.

ELECTRICITY REBATE STAMP DUTY

TheHon. W.A.MATTHEW (Bright): Will the Minister _ Mr SNELLING (Playford): My question is to the
for Energy advise the house how many of the 1 800 pensionrreasurer. Is it correct that in South Australia when you buy
ers who applied for the electricity rebate of $50 have received $246 000 house you pay up to $60 000 more in interest
their rebate? How much in total has this exercise cost th?epayments over the term of the loan due to stamp duty
taxpayer, including advertising and administration costs? charges compared to buying the same house in Queensland?

TheHon. PF. CONLON (Minister for Energy): | TheHon. K.O. FOLEY (Treasurer): | have watched
appreciate this question because it gives me a chance ¥@th interest the debate on stamp duty because members
correct some misleading information unfortunately publishegpposite have requested that the government considers cuts
in theSunday Mail. Itis regrettable that th&unday Mail was  to stamp duty—and that is a legitimate right of an opposition.
not sufficiently advised on how this issue works. It is Of course, they have not advised us as to how they would pay
regrettable that the shadow minister also appears not 9y it. | gave an undertaking to the house yesterday after the
understand it at aII, either. | will explain for the benefit of the ques’[ion very late in the piece by the member for Da\/enport,
shadow minister how the rebate works. the new shadow minister for finance. As | understood the

Members interjecting: guestion, that is how it reads: that the differential between
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stamp duty in South Australia and Queensland would costa The SPEAKER: The members for Hartley and Morphett
person buying a $250 000 home $60 000 over the term of theill come to order.

loan. | undertook to do some modelling on that. The truthis  Mr Scalz interjecting:

that for some stamp duties we are higher than some states andThe SPEAK ER: Order, the member for Hartley!

we are lower than others. The choice of Queensland is an Mr Scalz interjecting:

interesting one. | asked Treasury to do some modelling for The SPEAKER: The member for Hartley is out of order.
me, as | undertook to do, because when the shadow minister The Hon. PF. CONLON (Minister for Energy): The

for finance makes a claim that the differential in stamp dutfformer premier knows all about snakes over on that side. He

costs will mean $60 000 over 25 years— knows all about the snakes. The former premier, John Olsen,
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Unley has a now over in Los Angeles, knows why he is not the premier
point of order. now.

Mr BRINDAL : Mr Speaker, did you not previously rule  The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Bright.
that if a member asked a question on one day and an answer The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: | rise on a point of order,
was found by the minister, it was disorderly for a membe_r ofsir. My question was not about the former premier or the
the government benches, under the pretext of answering@yrrent one, for that matter, but about the number of door
separate question, to get up and have the minister answer th@{akes that have been given to South Australians struggling
question? If the answer was, in fact, an answer to the membegy pay their power bills, and | asked how much this has cost
for Davenport’s question of yesterday, out of courtesy th@ne South Australian taxpayer.

answer should be given to the member for Davenport. The The SPEAKER: | ask the member for Bright: was he
member for Playford should not stand up and ask a Stooésking about snakes?

pigeon question. _ TheHon. W.A. MATTHEW: Door snakes were part of

The SPEAKER: Let me say that the observation made by s, announcement by the minister, supposedly to help South
the member for Unley about standing orders is correct. Whai ystralians struggling to pay their electricity bilis. They were
he may wish to imply is that the question asked by thgq e provided with a door snake to place as a draught stopper
member for Playford is the same as that asked by the membgf front of their door, in theory, to bring down the cost of
for Davenport. It is not. The Deputy Premier and Treasurekyqir energy.

Thg Hon. K.O. FOLEY: The important thing is that an _The SPEAKER: Regrettably, | have heard of a number
assertion was made and that has to be corrected becausggtyifierent types of snakes but never that one. | did not
was made by the shadow minister for finance. One wouldsqjise that doors had any sexuality. The minister.
assume that the shadow minister for finance would have his the Hon. PE. CONLON: Can | say something that is

Rappening with energy? Can | tell members something that

$60 000. | asked Treasury to run that modelling for me. fig happening at the moment?

tho?grgtha_trthat was appropgatel, and |fUZ“5dert00kt0 dotthat tThe SPEAKER: Order! The Leader of the Opposition.
yesterday. freasury assumed a foan o years, an INterestry,q on. PF. CONLON: We have massive reform—

rate of 7 per cent and monthly repayments of principal and ) | . X .
interest. One has to bear in mind that some stamp duties a[ ;;he SPEAKER: Order! The minister will resume his
lower in other states but Treasury used Queensland as . . . .

; TheHon. R.G. KERIN: | rise on a point of order, sir.
benchmark, and a South Australian would pay $7 251 more... . ) : ' >
That is what | am advised. TGiven the importance of the question, | think that the minister

. . hould be instructed to answer it.
The honourable member said yesterday that it wad )
$60 000. | said to Treasury, ‘In terms of the differential The SPEAKER: | now understand that what the member

between a Queensland stamp duty and a South Australiegﬂ.r Bright was talking about is a breege stopper. Would the
stamp duty, how much would the house have to be worth t inister be able to address the question explicitly asked?
get that figure of $60 000 as quoted by the shadow minister The_Hon. P.F. CONLON: Again, if ‘he knew his
for finance?' | am told that it is something in excess ofPortfolio, the member for Bright would know that we do not

$3 million. The shadow minister for finance comes into thisd!V& Out door snakes. We provide audits to low income
place, asserts a figure of $60 000— households, something that has been praised across the

The SPEAKER: Can | disabuse the minister. He has beenwelfare sector. It is run by COTA and the welfare agencies
asked for explicit information; he has provided it. It is not anand itis praised by all of them. The truth is that the member
invitation for him to kick the pants of the member for for Bright cannot get his mind above the snake. Sir, | cannot

. Ip him with that!
Davenport or to engage in any other form of debate. If thé1e . .
minister has concluded providing the factual information to .1 heHon. W.A. MATTHEW: | rise on a point of order,
the chamber, we will move on. If he has not, he can providé!- The question is a very simple one of the minister. It is
the additional factual information which may assist memberSeli-explanatory. It requires a numerical response and those

to understand the issue. The member for Bright. numbers still have not been given to the chamber.
The SPEAKER: | am curious as well. Does the minister

DOOR SNAKES have any relevant figures?
TheHon. P.F. CONLON: | will find out how many

TheHon. W.A. MATTHEW (Bright): My question is  audits have been conducted. Itis only in the fevered imagina-
directed to the Minister for Energy about another of histion of the member for Bright that there is a program of
innovative programs. Will the minister advise the house howgiving out snakes. He just has to get his mind off it. It is
many door snakes his government has given to SoutAbout energy audits, and | will find out how many energy
Australians struggling with high electricity prices, and adviseaudits have been undertaken.
what the cost of this exercise has been to government to date? Members interjecting:

Members interjecting: The SPEAKER: Order!
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The Hon. P.F. CONLON: He should just keep his hand reused. The Bolivar pipeline, of course—and | commend the
off it. former government for the initiative—has led to a consider-

TheHon. R.G. KERIN: I rise on a point of order, sir. | able increase in the amount of water that is used from that
think the minister should answer the question. The shadowlant. There is potential to increase that amount of water.
minister is asking about what was an important government In relation to the Christies Beach waste water system, a
initiative. private developer has put a pipe in place to take that waste

The SPEAKER: Order! Obviously, the minister is water down to McLaren Vale, and about 20 per cent of that
saturated with the glee of the Irish and not possessed at thieater is used; in fact, most of the summer outflow is used. As
moment of the figures sought, so perhaps we had better mol&nderstand it, work is being done to try to expand that use

on. by having storage facilities either underground or above
TheHon. PF. CONLON: | indicate that it is not as many ground. When that issue can be worked out, there will be
door snakes as it was 0055 numbers. potential to have greater water use.
Mr BRINDAL: | rise on a point of order, sir. | would I recently raised the issue of whether or not the pipeline

contend that the double entendre used by the minister ihich Mobil is constructing and which goes from Outer
unacceptable to this house and is sexist; and it should ddarbour down to the southern suburbs could be used for

deplored by the house. taking water from Glenelg down to the southern suburbs.
The SPEAKER: | honestly do not know what it is the That is a particular issue, because the member for Morphett
minister was referring to—nor the member for Unley. criticised the government for not having used more of that
Glenelg water. In fact, there has been more of that Glenelg
YUNTA WATER water used, but there is a natural limit on how much can be

used, because there is not sufficient opportunities in a built

TheHon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): Will the Minister for  up area such as Glenelg to use all of that water. If it can be
Administrative Services have immediate action taken tdaken down to—
improve the quality of water supplied to the long-suffering  Mr Brokenshire interjecting:
residents of Yunta? | have had a number of contacts recently TheHon. J.D. HILL: | know the member for Mawson
about the condition of water that is supplied by SA Water tds a genius. We all in this chamber know that, but what we are
that small community. The problem, as you would be awarelpoking at are practical things that can be done so that we can
Mr Speaker, is that insufficient maintenance has been carrig@use that water. There is an opportunity to take that water
out on the old railway dam; and SA Water has never forgiverirom Glenelg via the existing pipeline, connect it up with the
those residents when they were forced by the late Degipeline or another pipeline into the southern suburbs. That
Corcoran to take over that water supply—and they have & an opportunity that is worth looking at. SA Water has
longer memory than an elephant. looked at that and it is feasible. It would require some work

TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Administrative  being done on the pipeline, some extra sealing and so on.
Services): | thank the member for Stuart for the question andwhether that opportunity can be realised depends, of course,
also note its importance. | know that tourism has beern whether or not Mobil eventually decides to leave the state,
looking at this issue. | will ensure that SA Water, if it is not but there is potential there. If you are genuine about wanting
doing so already, does look at this area of Yunta for theo take water out of the Glenelg area, as the member for
member and his constituency. | will ensure that it is coordiMorphett is saying, then there will have to be a pipeline
nated between the departments and | will come back wititaking that water to somewhere it can be used. The McLaren

more detail for the honourable member. Vale area is a possibility. The parklands would not use all of
that water.
WATER REUSE Mr Brokenshire interjecting:

TheHon.J.D.HILL: Water is water, member for
Mawson. All of it eventually ought to be used in some

Will the Minister for Admir_1istrative Services _advise thg ractical way, and we are trying to do practical things. If the
house whether SA Water will meet the stated aim of reusin ember for Mawson is being parochial about effluent from

30 per cent of available effluent from the metropolitan wastgne southern suburbs, then God help us!
water treatment plants by 2005 and say what the current level
of water reuse is?

TheHon.J.D.HILL (Minister for Environment and
Conservation): | am trying to find the figures to give to the
honourable member. The government has sought information
in relation to the use of water from the four Adelaide waste SPENT CONVICTIONS
water plants at Glenelg, Bolivar, Port Adelaide and Christies
Beach. Over the last three years, the amount of waste water TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attor ney-General): | seek
that has been reused has increased to around about 20leave to make a ministerial statement.

21 per cent, from memory, but | will get the correct figures Leave granted.
for the honourable member. TheHon. M .J. ATKINSON: In 1972, the Howard

Over the first nine months or so of the current year to_eague for Penal Reform in the United Kingdom released a
March, the figure is sitting around 23 per cent. So, there haport entitled, ‘Living it down’. This report highlighted the
been quite a dramatic increase in the amount of waste watéifficulties faced by large numbers of people in the UK who,
that is being reused. The issue in terms of how the reuse thaecause of minor transgressions committed in their teenage
water is how you actually get it to areas where it can be usedr early adult years, had been forced to live their lives with
In the northern part of the city and the southern part of the criminal record. Given the impact a criminal record can
city, of course, there is plenty of potential for that water to behave on a person’s employment opportunities and ability to

TheHon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition):
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hold public office as well as their standing in public, the limited, with penalties for unlawful disclosure. Discrimina-
report questioned the fairness of allowing a conviction for &ion on the basis of spent convictions is also prohibited. The
minor offence to hang over a person throughout his lifefindings and recommendations of the Howard report have
Although the report is a product of its time, the impact onbeen the subject of discussion papers and public consultation
both the individual and society of life-long criminal records by the law reform committees or government agencies (or
was stated succinctly by the report’s authors and remainsoth) in Australian jurisdictions.
relevant today. The report stated: In 1985 and 1987, the Australian Law Reform Commis-
Much of the crime committed in this country is the work of Sion published papers analysing the desirability of spent
people sometimes called ‘recidivists’ who spend most of their adulconviction legislation in detail. Both papers recommended the
lives in and out of gaol, undeterred and unreformed. They presefiinplementation of a spent convictions regime. The Law

society with an apparently intractable problem, but they are no e o
people with whom we are concerned in the reporthe are Reform Commission of Western Australia in 1986, and the

concerned instead with a much larger number of people who offen@ttorney-General's Department of Victoria in 1987, also
once, or a few times, pay the penalty which the courts impose opublished detailed reports on the desirability of spent
them, and then settle down to become hard-working and respectati@nviction legislation. Introduction of such legislation was

citizens. Often their offences are committed during adolescencegy|sg recommended by the Royal Commission into Aboriginal
which is a period of emotional instability in even the most normalpeaths in Custody

people, and can sometimes be delayed if they are ‘late’ developer - . .
There may have been a spate of thefts, breaking-in, driving away in Spent conviction legislation has subsequently been
other people’s motor cars, street corner violence or hooliganismenacted in Queensland and New South Wales and by the
:’c\)/rl‘oee”hg“g %Zf!ﬁe Iser?t\ller’M”c]grt}y Otfhté‘eiqeaefog.'ﬁ dgroc")‘;lfl;tn%f :‘ert‘t‘fg@ommonwealth, the Australian Capital Territory, Tasmania,
\Y Inqu .\ f , Tl W . : .
down, and neverqoffengi/ again.}(l)therys with \>/lvhom we are concernettl,i]e Norther_n '_I'errltor_y and Western Australia. Int_ernatlc_)nally,
may suddenly commit an isolated crime in later lifeHere again, SP€Nt conviction regimes have also been established in many
in the majority of cases such a person will not offend again after havestern countries, including most members of the European
has served his sentence [These rehabilitated persons] have done,Unjon, the US, Canada and Japan.

over a number of years after their delinquent phase, all that society ‘g ; ;
can reasonably expect from its respectable citizens. But for The need for spent conviction legislation has not been

rehabilitation to be complete, society too has to accept that they algnored by governments in South Australia. In 1974, the Law
now respectable citizens, and no longer hold their past against thefReform Commission of South Australia, in its 32nd report to
Atpresent, this is not the case, for the rehabilitated person continughe then attorney-general relating to the past records of
to ble facedt with great dl(l;ﬁt%ultles, tespeually in the fields of gtfanders and other persons, examined the findings of the
employment, nsurance and the couts. . . Howard report in the South Australian context. Although
The report noted that, although many years may have passgfldorsing the need for reform to the law to protect rehabili-
since he committed any offence, a rehabilitated person magted offenders, the Law Reform Commission proposed
still find it difficult to obtain many kinds of employment, to changes to the legislation recommended in the UK report.
start a business or to join a profession. If he does succeegiowever, no action was taken by the government towards
and his employer later discovers his past, he might bgarrying out the recommendations of the commission’s
dismissed and could not risk referring a prospective neweport. In 1984, the Attorney-General's Department published
employer to the old one for a reference, thus leaving aB detailed discussion paper entitled, ‘Rehabilitation of
unexplained gap in his career. N ~ offenders: old criminal convictions’. This paper contained a
The report, in estimating that up to 1 million people in proposal for spent conviction legislation, and a preliminary
England and Wales could be adversely affected by ol@raft bill was attached.
convictions, concluded: The comments and submissions received from interested
A state of affairs in which a million people are forced to live in persons and organisations were generally favourable. In 1991,
fear because of an ancient skeleton in their cupboard plainly requirehe then attorney-general introduced the Rehabilitation of
reform, and the provision of a remedy (if one can be found) whichsffenders Bill 1991 (later renamed the Spent Convictions
will give them relief without having undesirable consequences mB'II 991) | h i he bill bi h
other fields. This is what we have tried to do in this reporfThe il 1991) into the parliament. The bill was subject to muc
question is whether, when a man has demonstrably done all that lgiebate, being strongly opposed by the then opposition. It
can do to rehabilitate himself, and enough time has passed fgassed the Legislative Council with amendments and was
establish his sincerity, is it not in society’s interests to accept him fo§ntroduced into the House of Assembly. The government did
what he now is and, so long as he does not offend again, to ensu : . ) . .
that he is no longer liable to have his present pulled from under hi ot pursue th_e bill, whereupon it 'apse(_’- At an admlnlstr_atl\_/e
feet by his past? In our view, both the interests of society and théevel, SA Police operates a spent convictions scheme, similar
requirements of common justice call for reform in this fieldA  to that proposed in the Rehabilitation of Offenders Bill, as
further consideration lends support for reform. We have reason tgart of its records release policy.
think that, for some recidivists at least, the fear of exposure if they i : o
do go straight operates as a substantial disincentive to rehabilitatiop. Argu_ab ly, South Austraha s not enactln_g spent conV|Ct|_0n
Many recidivists have told us how they tried to go straight until thel€gislation leaves this state out of step with most Australian
employer discovered it and gave them their cards or until theiand western jurisdictions. However, this does not of itself
landlady discovered it and put them out on to the street, whereupoprovide sufficient justification for enacting spent conviction

they lost hope and reverted to crime. No doubt some of these talgggig|ation in this state. The South Australian government
are told more with the object of enlisting our sympathy than with

strict regard for the truth, but we are convinced that the possibiliy2Cknowledges that many people will either strongly support
of full rehabilitation might make all the difference between reform Or strongly oppose the concept of spent conviction legislation
and relapse to at least some recidivists at some stage in their caregnd believes it is important that the public be consulted so
That surely would be to society’s advantage. . . that the views of stakeholders and interested persons can be
The Howard report recommended reforms to the law that ledought on whether South Australia should enact specific
in 1974 to the enactment of the Rehabilitation of Offenderdegislation and, if so, in what form.

Act 1974 (UK). Under this legislation former offenders are  To ensure that the people of South Australia have an
not required to disclose or admit spent convictions, anepportunity to express their view on spent conviction
access to information regarding such convictions is strictlyegislation, | am today releasing for public comment a
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discussion paper outlining the major arguments for andleposit on the purchase price in Adelaide currently would be
against spent conviction legislation and the various forms thi$12 300. In Queensland it would be $23 350.15. The loan to
legislation could take, having regard to the models used imalue ratio in South Australia currently would be 95 per cent
other jurisdictions. | encourage all interested persons anand in Queensland 90.5 per cent. Stamp duty and government
organisations to provide submissions to the government ocharges payable would be $11 063.95 in South Australia
the paper. currently, and if we adopted the Queensland model it would
| stress that the government has not made any decisidse $1 013.80. Lender and LMI costs are approximately
about whether it will introduce spent conviction legislation,$3 000 in South Australia currently and about $2 000 in
nor what form any legislation might take—and will not do so Queensland currently, so the total deposit and fees in South
until it has an opportunity to consider the submissionsAustralia currently are $26 363.95, with the same figure in
received on the discussion paper. The government requegsieensland. The loan amount therefore in South Australia
submissions on its discussion paper by 30 June. | note that tiseirrently would be $233 700 and in Queensland $222 650.
member for Fisher has given notice of his intention tolnterest payable on a 30-year loan at 7.07 per cent would be
introduce a spent convictions bill, although | again stress tha8329 993 in South Australia and $314 390 in Queensland.
the government has not determined its policy about spenthe monthly repayment therefore in South Australia currently
conviction legislation. | look forward to considering his would be $1 566 and in Queensland $1 492. The letter

proposed legislation. continues:
As you can see, the monthly commitment is $74 less per month,
GRIEVANCE DEBATE and over the term of the loan a total of $15 603 interest is saved. To

take the scenario one step further, if the payment of $1 566 is applied
to the lower loan amount, therefore paying $74 above the minimum,

STAMP DUTY the loan would be repaid in 25 years 10 months and a further $51 874
in interest would be saved.

TheHon. |.F. EVANS (Davenport): During question This means that a total of $67 477 in interest would be saved
time yesterday and today the matter of stamp duty on houséer the first home buyer. The Treasurer makes the point that
came up, and | asked a question of the Treasurer yesterdtyat is for a first home buyer, not a second home buyer. The
about whether the Treasurer thought it fair that in Souttguestion remains to the Treasurer: does he think it fair that
Australia when you buy a $246 000 house you can pay up ta first home buyer pays an extra $67 477 in interest because
$60 000 more in interest repayments over the term of the loadur stamp duty regime is different from that of Queensland?
due to stamp duty charges in South Australia compared to
buying the same house in Queensland. The Treasurer came NUCLEAR WASTE
back today and tried to put some figures that might indicate

that there is a difference of opinion between the Treasurer and | "€ Hon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Environment and
me on this matter. onservation): | wish to make some remarks today in

éelation to the question that | was asked in question time

For the record, | will read to the house a letter sentto m bout radioactive nuclear waste dumps in South Australia and

by the Mortgage Industry Association. | had the pleasure o ! "
addressing its membership recently about the terrors of th put on the rec0(d some of the thlng.s that the opposition
jected to my saying during question time. In question time

Fair Work Bill proposed by the government. The associatio oday | was asked a question about polling that had been

raised this matter with me at the time and | asked it to writ onducted by the federal government, and | was able to reveal

to me about it. | will not read all the letter, because it has hat documents which had been obtained under FOI from the

number of pages, and | will not have time in this grievanc deral D tment of Industry. Sci dR h
debate to do that. For the house’s information, the letter stat‘:% eéral epariment of Industry, SCience and Resources show
at Senator Nick Minchin had engaged researchers to

In part conduct polling in South Australia and Australia-wide to

Note that NSW and QLD have recently completely °Verha“'e?'auge community attitudes to the Pangea Resources proposal

recently announced that they too will be overhauling their schemd©r @ high level nuclear dump. Itis well known that Pangea
VIC has indicated that they will be looking closely at theirs but in Wants to establish a high level radioactive waste dump in

the meantime they have completely abolished mortgage stamp dufyustralia and import tens of thousands of tonnes of toxic
with effect 1 July 2004. Adelaide and Brisbane have very similar,clear waste a year from around the world.

median house prices. If SA was to introduce a first home buyer . :

rebate scheme similar to Queensland, this would have a very positive F?oll.an was conducted in December 1999, June 2000 and
effect on the ability of first home buyers to enjoy home ownershipagain in February 2001 by McGregor Tan Research which

For a first home buyer to buy a median price house in Adelaide thepsked questions about community attitudes to low, medium

would require a deposit of $12 300 plus government fees and charggsd Pangea radioactive waste dumps in our outback. The

of $11 063.95, a total of $23 363.95. This does not include lender : : . :
application fees and Lenders Mortgage Insurance (LMI) premiumsg’oumg’ according to McGregor Tan, ‘aims to provide

(for which the government also levies an additional 11 per cent dutymportant input into shaping and r_efinin_g the communications
on the premium amount) which would add approximately anstrategy for the department’s radioactive waste management
additional $3 000, therefore a grand total deposit of $26 363.95section’. It continued:

Using the Queensland scheme, a first home buyer would only require he desired end duct i devel . d ional
a grand total deposit of $16 313.80, a saving of over $10 000. Inthe 1€ desired end product is to develop an integrated, nationa
scenario below, assume that the new Queensland rebate scheme W@@!munications approach that appropriately addresses community
introduced and the stamp duty savings were added to the depoggnce_rns relatedft_of nuclear 'ZS.U%S and thﬁrebybProamcli)as
instead. This would mean a lower loan amount and therefore lowef1eCtiveé means of informing and influencing the public debate.
monthly repayments and also less total interest over the life of th&hat was done despite the fact that, in March 1999, Nick
loan. Minchin categorically ruled out ever changing the federal
The purchase of an Adelaide median house in March 2004 igovernment’s policy on banning the importation of high level
South Australia is $246 000. If we adopt the same medianuclear waste into South Australia. If the proposal was dead
price in Queensland, that would also be $246 000. Thand buried in 1999, why was the federal government still

their first home buyer stamp duty rebate schemes. The WA Premi
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wanting to track community opinions two years later? Thisgods, the former Premier of South Australia, Don Dunstan,
raises serious questions about Senator Minchin’s similarlyas in fact the first person to conceive that if he wished to
categorical assurances that the federal government wouldhve this house move certain laws in certain directions he
never place a medium level radioactive waste dump in Soutimust first carry the people with him. He was the first person
Australia. in South Australia—I think in Australia—to poll people to

We must now have serious reservations in South Australiaee where they were, knowing where he wanted them to go,
about the sincerity of the federal government in relation taand then go out into the court of public opinion and seek to
those promises. Despite the fact that it said it was opposed tofluence, to change and to modify to the point where he
Pangea putting its dump in South Australia, the federatould then come into this parliament and have a parliament
government is organising public research to see whether dihat was prepared, in line with changed public opinion, to
not the public of South Australia would cop such a dump. Wevote for measures. You and | might not have agreed with all
can only draw the conclusion that it is not sincere in itsthe measures that Don Dunstan proposed at the time. Indeed,
promise that a medium level radioactive waste repository wilhe was considered so radical that Jane Lomax-Smith left
not be put in this state. England and took flight to South Australia because here was

The FOI documents also reveal that the federal goverrthe light of the Aryans, the great hope of the world. So she
ment engaged local public relations firm Michels Warren, acomes to our shores and graces our chamber today. But if, in
a total cost of more than $320 000, for several months ovegct, it is not the right and, indeed, the duty of governments
1999-2000 and again for two months in 2003, to changéo both follow public opinion and to lead it, I do not know
South Australian attitudes to a low level radioactive wastevhy we have a representative democracy and a system called
dump. Polling obtained by Michels Warren shows that Soutlihe parliament.

Australians were overwhelmingly opposed to the dump. |was bemused this morning by an article—and | take no
Michels Warren was engaged by the federal government tgffence—by Tom Richardson iffhe Advertiser headed
turn around that opposition and soften our attitude to theBrindal turns a new chapter’. He describes me as moving
dump. The PR company won the second contract on the basigdately to my new eyrie from which | can peer down on alll
that it would have a good working knowledge on the issuethe members of the house.

having, and | quote from the report, ‘played a major role in 1< siccarello: You are never sedate
countering the "I'm with Ivy campaign" orchestrated by ' i

Channel 7'. That campaign opposed the low level nuclear Mr BRINDAL: The member for_ Norwoqd WOU'O,' say |
waste dump proposal. am never sedate, and | agree with her. ‘Sedate’ implies

According to our information, Michels Warren set aboutSedation, and I do not think anyone will ever be able to sedate
changing community attitudes through a letters to the editof"e: But | do object to the wrong conclusion. 1 do not blame
campaign, talkback radio and even mini scare campaignd!" Richardson, because he was sitting a long way away, for
According to the documents, one letter to the Editor of thesuggest!ng | was readllng a novel._l would not waste my
Mount BarkerTimes cost federal taxpayers $160. One letter€/€ctors’ time by reading such things as novels in this
to a constituent cost $225, and scheduling talkback radig"@mper.
interviews was $240. On one occasion that we know of, a Mr Snelling: Why is it a waste of time?

Michels Warren consultant personally voted four or five Mr BRINDAL: Because | consider that | am elected to
times on an ABC internet poll about the dump. Documentgio a job and while | am here | should be doing that job.
show that the PR company had concerns about Adelaide’Bherefore, because most of the answers coming from
media being opposed to the radioactive waste dump proposainisters are not, in my opinion, greatly edifying or edu-
and suggested that, if the EditorTie Advertiser could not  cational, | wish the house to know that | was reading a book
be convinced to report the issue in a balanced way, the issuigat | commend to all honourable members. It is caked
should be taken to higher levels of News Limited. Documentsarliamentary History of the Glorious Revolution, and it
also include an admission from Michels Warren: would appeal especially to Labor members.

The national repository could never be sold as good news to MsCiccarello: Cash for comments!

South Australians. There appear few, if any, tangible benefits such )
as jobs, investments or improved infrastructure. its merits to South Mr BRINDAL: It was hardly cash for comments, | can

Australians are at the most intangible. tell the member for Norwood, because it was published by the
| table the report to which | have referred. Palace of Westminster, and | do not know that is a for-profit
Time expired. organisation, especially under the Rt Hon. Tony Blair. |
commend it to members because it is a history, as the more
BRINDAL, Mr M. erudite would probably know, of the revolution which

resulted in the abdication and downfall of James Il of

Mr BRINDAL (Unley): | am pleased that | have the England and the installation of Prince William and Princess
chance to grieve directly after the Minister for the Environ-Mary as William and Mary of Orange.
ment, although obviously | had no knowledge of the matter |t is actually the story of how the parliament, in the
on which he was going to speak. | find his contributiondissolution of one monarchy in favour of the next, took the
somewhat curious because | do not quite know what he ispportunity to reform the parliamentary system and how the
asserting. Is he asserting that it is not the right of thigparliament from which we are descended gained some of the
chamber, or chambers such as this, devolved over centurigapst important rights ever gained by using the interregnum
not only to reflect but also to inform public opinion? | between the two monarchs to claim for itself some powers
conceived— which have never been able to be taken from the parliament.

TheHon. J.D. Hill interjecting: I do not mindThe Advertiser reporting that | was doing some

Mr BRINDAL: Well, the minister says ‘manipulate work while | am in this chamber, but | hope that it will
public opinion’. | remind the minister that one of his demi- correct the fact that it was a novel.
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EDUCATION, MENTORING PROGRAM program have literacy problems. Arising out of that is the
realisation from the secondary teachers that they are not
MsTHOMPSON (Reynéll): During question time today trained in literacy training and that there is a need for further
| was surprised to learn that some members opposite do nptofessional development for the teachers to work effectively
understand the purpose of the mentoring program. They dith support these young people.

not realise that it was a SpeCifiC response to the Iegislative Another pr0b|em is that these young peop|e seem to think
changes to require young people in our state to stay at scho@at school should just be for a good time. That also challen-
until they are 16. As members may have heard now, the 1§es some of the attitudes that have been prevalent in the
age requirement is but an interim response. Itis the pIan epartment where peop|e have talked about’ ‘We want to
this government, as indicated in the State Plan, to lift the admake schoo”ng fun. Some students have taken that too
of school attendance to 17, and we are doing that for verjterally and do not realise that it is all about learning—but
gOOd reasons. We know that our state needs skilled ar@hjoyame |earning. It is much easier to learn if you are
committed young people, as well as skilled and committe@njoying it, but their idea of fun and the idea that most

older people, to meet the challenges of the future. members would share about learning being pleasurable are
However, in increasing the school leaving age we alsqery different.

knew that, under the previous government, the mood in ;o expired.
students and in schools has been so negative that it was
necessary to support students to stay at school when, under
the previous regime, they would have been looking forward
to getting out of the place. In fact, many young people in my
electorate have reported to me that during the 1990s Iittl%\m
value was placed on education. The message coming fro
government all the time was that there was not much futur?er
for young people. The message in schools, in my sort of areg,

Wg'[s(;ultf g]?#e%e 'Ir'lr?(tergeo\l/\r/liﬁ é% psgsigfggfnaﬂ%ijr:gygj r‘a’gnmuch of the year. | am extremely disappointed that Flinders
gs well let thosé who are oinJ 10 et the% et the e)(/jucatioyl?orts and the state government have not lobbied the federal
gainglog 9 nE\uthorities much harder to ensure that full access is provided

We had to take strong action to overcome that sort o nto the Wallaroo Jetty for those times when there are no

regalve oo semeschoosand o it sl gty Obvia, e ot occured ember
young peop gthey 9 9 ill recall that on 18 February this year | presented a petition

15, and that now we would be saying, ‘We need you to sta . o, .
until you are 16 and we hope that, by the time you are 16, yoéf some 1 243 signatures. That petition stated:

wil ealise hat you necd to stay at school to complete your 1, 190 01, S S CRIRURS. i nducey and e
12 years of education.” We therefore committed $5.6 mllllonproposed implementation of preventive security measures on all

to support these young people to stay at school. ports where international shipping docks, your petitioners therefore
| also mention that when | was doorknocking prior to therequest that your honourable house will call on the state government

last election one young woman raised with me the fact thalp make urgent representations to the federal government, in

; ; i@ i , iqnparticular the Department of Transport and Regional Services, to
the only thing she did not like in the Labor Party’s election etain the current level 1 security rating for the Wallaroo Jetty, which

platform was keeping students at school until they were 16{5 animportant recreational fishing location on Yorke Peninsula, and
She feared that this would disrupt other students because thaknsure the seaward end of the jetty remains open for access to the
had certainly been the sort of message that had been givganeral public.

when she was at school. When | assured her that we Wej,4ye heen pushing this issue for a long time. What disturbs
committing considerable funds to making sure that those,g apout this announcement is that no-one had the decency
students were engaged profitably and would not be disrupting contact my office before | read it ifhe Advertiser. | asked
other students, she said ‘Right, well, | am with you." That gotyy, office staff to check with the federal member for Wake-
her vote and that of her twin sister, so | was very pleasegg|q Mmr Neil Andrew, who represents the area. | have been

aboutthat. , , , advised they have not received or heard anything about the
As the minister mentioned, three high schools in my’e&ty report, either.

electorate have the mentoring program. | have been pleasée

to be able to meet with the Wirreanda High School mentorssox:g]g’ggss‘i”"r:;?Lfraeustgzgﬂi iggiéggézrgegna g‘zgggg g{ the
Helen Fehlberg and Dave Clifton, as well as the principal 9 ! 99 Jetty

Jenny Sommer, to discuss progress. They are very pleasg@e when the then state government was in the process of

with the mentoring program, recognising that it is able toseeking to sell South Australian ports. Partly as a result of

assist only a small number of students so that the selection %ﬂgﬁﬁ g?ggg‘gﬁ/ :ng[l)ngi]ng ugﬁ?ﬁﬂ :gzzisé;_cegggmeaes da
the students is crucial. Senior teachers and counsellors 5t ying 9

Wirreanda High School select students on the basis ggccess to the jetty by recreational fishers was incorporated

achievement, attendance and behaviour. These students ma atshuer(l,ig 'fr!i;t'ovr\:i”'\lt(r)w’t(')t f:setﬂg ??ééggc?:frteai% seggrr:]té/
be teacher referred, but it is very encouraging to note thaf cess wiil stiII)/occur )E)ut it will be for onI' a third c):f the
some of them are self-referred. They recognise that they nef’é‘f;1 th of the iett Tﬁe other two-thirds v\%” be in such a
help to be able to stay at school in a way that is profitable fo 9 tthe Jetly. .

them and for others. The mentors commented that there ap§cure Situation that | do not think the average member of the
many complex factors as to why students may not be reall§u2lic will be able to gain access. In fact, I notice on the web
engaged in schooling and why they are not succeeding. ite of Flinders Ports, in relation to the marine transport

However, two aspects have emerged: first, that all thgecunty legislation, the. following as it rela.ltes to.Wr?lllaroo:
students who have been benefiting from the mentoring Wallaroo—area security and upgrades project objectives

WALLAROO JETTY

Mr MEIER (Goyder): In today’sAdvertiser there was
article which has, to some extent, brought my worst fears
me to roost. The article on page 22 indicates that anti-
rorism measures will apply to the Wallaroo Jetty, and
rious other jetties, such that the jetty will be closed for
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Access control gates and fencing at the base of the jetty to restrigtreas it is indistinguishable whether you are in South
persons and vehicles entering in the event of a need to elevate tiaq,stralia or the Northern Territory, if you are moving in that

'Ifr‘]’er'gesdegi“rg' e at the base of the iett area. | think that a tandem exercise has to be looked at about
P 9 9 ] ety signage for those areas. In lots of the areas around the
And the one that is of concern is as follows: Oodnadatta area, if it were not for the signs that were placed

The access control gate located midway along the jetty will havdy the Pink Roadhouse, you would have absolutely no idea,

PIN code operation to enhance the security beyond this point &§ecause there is no state signage out there.

allimes. ~ Ithink this is dangerous, | think it is a worry, because the
I would ask the state government to do what they can at thisafety and welfare of Outback travellers | think is very much
late hour. I would ask Flinders Ports to take a more realistiait stake there. If you turn off on the wrong road and you go
approach and to allow the recreational fishers access. Itis tR@mewhere, you may be stuck there for two or three days,
only decent place you can get proper fishing, as far as | arand, of course, we all know the tragic instances in the past of
concerned, from earlier times when | fished and certainlyeople who have been lost. They have left their vehicles,
members of my family have fished. | plead, on behalf of allyjone wandering, not understanding the conditions out there
traders in the Wallaroo area, and on behalf of all visitors whaind have died, because they did not know where they were
come to Wallaroo, let alone on behalf of all locals in thegoing. So, | would urge that money, from tourism, goes into
Wallaroo area, to have this decision revisited. | do not believenore signage out in that area. | have grave worries that a lot

we have a security problem at Wallaroo. of our tourism money goes into the very popular spots like
Time expired. the Barossa Valley and Kangaroo Island. Fair enough, but it
is to the detriment of those areas in the Outback, which |
ROADS, OUTBACK think do need to be looked at and do need to be continuously
upgraded.

MsBREUER (Giles): | am appalled to hear what the ~ The other issue out there is toilet facilities. When | was
member opposite has just been saying about the Wa}”a“gbung | was happy to go behind a bush, but now things have
jetty. Itis certainly a place where many people have fishe@nhanged and | know on those travels you see many people out
over the years, and | certainly spent a lot of my childhoodpere, seniors, people with a disabilities, for whom it is not
fishing from that jetty. If there is anything | can do to supportgjways convenient to go behind a bush. Let me tell you, the
him on this, | would be very happy to assist. _ trip from Alice Springs to Oodnadatta, if you go down the old

In the last week | have travelled over 4 500 kilometressouth Road and then go along the old Ghan track, there is not
through Outback South Australia—in South Australia, in Myone toilet facility along that track, and it is a very long way
electorate, and into the Northern Territory. | was interestedp go.
to hear last night the comments about the state of the roads gpeaking from experience, | know that. So, | would urge

in the Outbac_k. | once again disagree with tht_e member fohis. Last year | went through the Gawler Ranges, and up
Stuart opposite who has been loud and noisy about thground the Lake Torrens area | suffered a similar problem.
g:ondltlons of'those roads, because | was actually suitablypelieve that we have to do something about putting some
impressed with most of those Outback roads. In fact, |ong-drops out there—basic long-drops which do not need
thought that they were very well maintained at present anghaintenance and which are not really an attraction for
certainly not in the state that has been described oppositeyandals, but at least you have a little covered area where you
| asked where | went about the state of the roads and | wasan go and you do not have to get down behind a bush. |
told when I was in Oodnadatta that the Oodnadatta to Williamhink that this is essential for our tourism industry. | cannot
Creek Road, in the words of the person who runs theelieve that any other country would not have outback
roadhouse there, the Pink Roadhouse, ‘needs some work’, biinnies. It is okay if you like going behind a bush; go for it,
was not described as being outrageously bad. So | intend #ut some of us do not choose to do that. | would like to see
go onto that road on the next few weeks, if I am able, tosome more money going into building some long-drops out
check out the condition of that road. But I am quite im-there which are cheap and easy to maintain and which are not
pressed. However, by saying that, | am not saying that we dg problem as long as the redbacks do not get on them. | think
not need to keep vigilance on those roads and keep an eye fat would be a great asset for our communities and | would
what is going on out there and make sure that those roads aligge that our minister have a look at this. | would be quite
maintained, because of the use by tourists. This is what | Wamfappy to christen one of those dunnies for her!
to talk about today, that Outback area. Time expired.

It is an immense tourist asset, and many tourists travel
through that area daily. If you are travelling through the area
you see this continuously, with people from all over Australia
and also from overseas. Of course, they hire vehicles and off
they go in their four-wheel-drives out in those areas. What
was really brought home to me on that trip last week was theEeCONOM|C AND FINANCE COMMITTEE: ROAD
lack of signage in many of the areas. On a number of MAINTENANCE FUNDING
occasions | was very unsure of my location. | will not say that
| was lost, but | was very unsure about my location and MsTHOMPSON (Reynell): | move:
whether | was on the correct road. This is despite the fact that That the 47th report of the Economic and Finance Committee,
| am quite a seasoned Outback traveller. on road maintenance funding, be noted.

In the Northern Territory this was much worse. You reallyl am pleased to present to the house the 47th report of the
have no idea. You really have to follow your maps and jusEconomic and Finance Committee entitled ‘Road Mainte-
hope that the maps are accurate and that there are not amgnce Funding’. In October 2002 the Economic and Finance
other roads and that you are on the right road. In a lot of th€ommittee resolved to investigate the reduction in funding
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for the construction and maintenance of roads in the far nortthe tourism potential due to time and to increased vehicle
of the state, with particular emphasis on the reduction in theunning costs and repairs, while, at the same time, deteriorat-
number of road gangs employed by the Department oihg roads may actually attract certain visitors to the region—
Transport and the impact on regional tourism. As part of thespecifically, independent travellers seeking an adventure
inquiry process, the committee sought the written views fromholiday. Personally, | wonder about all those people driving
representatives of the key transport and tourism agencies afidorak tractors in the eastern suburbs and whether they want
then proceeded to an open hearing in May 2003 where furthéo drive on beautifully sealed roads to the Outback, or
evidence was incorporated. The committee specificallpvhether they want some dirt roads to drive on.
focused on a number of key aspects relating to this inquiry, In tourism terms, the committee recognises that the state
and each will be discussed in turn. and maintenance of the Outback road network should be
The first aspect relates to the general reduction in roabalanced between the needs of the structured tourism operator
maintenance funding and outback roads during 2002-03. Trend the needs of the independent traveller and that the level
budgeted allocation for road maintenance, preservation araf available road maintenance funding should reflect this. In
asset development in the 2002-03 budget was approximatetpnclusion, the report takes the following recommendation:
$3.36 million lower than actual expenditure in the previousthe Economic and Finance Committee urges the Minister for
year. In real terms this meant a 27 per cent reductionTransport to recognise the benefits of a well-maintained road
However, the majority of the $3.36 million reduction can besystem for the local communities and the pastoral, mining and
explained by two main changes in core business activitiegourism industries. | commend the report to the house.
First, the budget was reduced by $2.2 million in dedicated Membersinterjecting:
funding upon the completion of the Flinders Ranges tourist The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Snelling): Order!
roads upgrade program—a capital works program which had
been in place since 1995-96. TheHon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): | am pleased to
Secondly, in 2002-03 the operating budget, whichparticipate in—
included the resheeting of surfaces and routine maintenance, Membersinterjecting:
was reduced by $1 million. Here the committee ascertained TheHon. G.M. GUNN: | try to be humble. | am just a
that almost the entire extent of this reduction applied tauiet country lad.
resheeting, while routine maintenance remained relatively Members interjecting:
unaffected. Furthermore, improvements in efficiency and TheHon. G.M. GUNN: Well, it worked pretty well: |
revised design and maintenance standards would contribulteve won 11 elections. | initiated this inquiry because | have
to an overallimprovement in road conditions. Itis envisagedeen most concerned about the cutback in the gangs in the
that the reduction of the 2002-03 operating budget will notFar North of South Australia. It was disappointing that the
adversely impact the standard of roads in the short terngovernment used its numbers on the committee, because | had
while it is not possible to comment on the longer-termmoved another motion requesting that the minister reinstate
consequences, since factors such as weather conditions a&heé 26 employees whose services had been terminated.
changes in network usage would need to be incorporated intdotwithstanding the member for Giles’ remarks (and she has
any future assessment. driven on some of the roads in the north of South Australia),
The second aspect relates to the reduction in the numbétell the honourable member that many other roads need
of road maintenance gangs. Here the committee was informedaintaining and re-sheeting, and | will give an example: the
that in 2002-03 the number of workers employed to maintaimoad between Yunta and Arkaroola. That is just one road, but
unsealed roads in the far north of the state decreased by orlezsan give numerous others as examples.
third or 26 FTEs over the previous reporting year. There were The member for Giles is quite right: thousands of tourists
several reasons given for this overall reduction in work forcego through the north of South Australia, and that is good for
numbers which can be primarily attributed to the conclusiorthe state because it creates opportunities and because people
of defined works programs. In one instance, the completioget a great deal of enjoyment from the area. However, in the
of the resheeting program for the Flinders Ranges tourigtast, millions of dollars have been spent on the Strzelecki
roads directly accounted for 12 FTEs. This effectivelyTrack and the Birdsville Track and, if they are not maintained
reduced the number of maintenance gangs from 4 to 3. Affectively, they will deteriorate rapidly. The house needs to
further gang was withdrawn due to the budget reduction. Itake note of a number of issues.
should also be noted that during this time a number of It is very important that you have there people who are
maintenance workers moved from contract to permanergxperienced and who know what sort of material to put on the
employment status, thereby improving their situationroads and how to maintain and construct them. We have had
considerably. very good people undertaking this work. It is interesting to
The third aspect of the committee’s findings relates to theote that, when the head of the department came before the
impact on tourism. The Flinders Ranges and Outback area®mmittee to give evidence (and | am sure he was pleased
of South Australia are a major tourism drawcard to this statewith me), | produced a fax he had sent out telling employees
recording approximately 2.1 million visitor nights each year,that they were not allowed to talk or to give out information.
with nearly all visitors travelling by road to these regions.There was a famous occasion, when | was in a cafe at Marree
Furthermore, this number is expected to grow by 5 per certiaving morning tea with one of the foremen, when someone
over the next two years as a result of the successful 200@ade a telephone call as though they had caught Ronald
Year of the Outback tourism promotion. Biggs. In a democracy, this is really childish stuff. | have
The SA Tourism Commission suggested that the improveknown these people for 22 years, and if the new director
ments to parts of the unsealed road network have increaséhinks that he will stop people like me from talking to them,
the tourism potential in these regions due to greater accessie has another thing coming. If he really wants to make life
bility and that tourism will, to some extent, be influenced bydifficult for himself, we can put so many questions on notice
prevailing road conditions. Poor road conditions may reduc¢hat they will keep his department going for days. Within half
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an hour of this fax being sent, | received one at home. Whenommunity who can take on further work because of the

I read it, | said to my wife, ‘We're going to have a bit of fun availability of equipment.

with this, aren’t we? Who would be so silly as to send that So, | sincerely hope that in the forthcoming budget the

out? How childish!’ Deputy Premier reverses the situation, puts an injection of
Let me say that the importance of the road system in th&unds into rural South Australia and continues with the

north of South Australia cannot be overemphasised. One siealing program.

the most disappointing decisions that this government took | am very disappointed that the sealing of the road

was when it stopped the sealing of the road between Lyndsetween Blanchetown and Morgan has been held up, because

hurst and Marree. | cannot for the life of me understand whyt needs work doing on it. Also, | could list a number of other

they would do it. It has not hurt me politically. Who would roads that need attention if time permitted. So, | look forward

do that? to a positive response from the minister in relation to his
Ms Breuer interjecting: opening up the cheque book.
TheHon. G.M. GUNN: So, you are saying that they | would say to all members that, if they really want to have
should not be sealed? an enjoyable time from now onwards, they should go to the
Ms Breuer interjecting: Flinders Ranges, Wilpena, Arkaroola, Rawnsley Park—qgreat

TheHon. G.M. GUNN: That is what the honourable Parts of the state. Call in at Hawker; have a look at what

member is saying. | will be very pleased when | am up inMr Morgan has put in there to enable you to see the panor-
Marree next week to tell the people— ama, because it is a wonderful tourist facility; or go from

MsBREUER: | rise on a point of order, Mr Acting Blinman to Parachilna, because itis a wonderful drive). One
Speaker. . ’ could also go to Innamincka and see the thousands of people
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The member for Stuart WH©0 90 there annually. | am taking some of my colleagues
will resume his seat ' ' there in a couple of weeks time so that they can be better
MsBREUER: Mr Acting Speaker, the honourable educated.

) . : . Can | also say to the house that, in relation to Innamincka,
member is putting words in my mouth. | did not say that roadWe should make a comparison between Innamincka and

should not be sealed. | was clarifying what road we WerGirdsville. In Queensland the government has encouraged

talking about. C .
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! There is no point of gﬁ;/tzli?epdn?;ent and progress; in South Australia we have

order; the member for Giles will resume her seat. . A
! The Hon. P.L. White interjecting:
TheHon. G.M. GUNN: | understand that the member for TheHon. G.M. GUNN: 'IJ'hey hgave a different view about
Giles is somewhat sensitive because at the next election shg L ;

; owing the environment and greenies to get in the way of
has got a lot more rural people in her electorate and she h 9 9 9 Y

. . € rate _ Progress. They have a different view. | know the Mayor of
obviously put her finger up to the political wind; and in the g 4qyille, Mr Brook, and | understand that his discussions
future she might have a few more. Let me say to her and i@, e Queensland Premier were most productive. They had
other members thatit was a very disappointing and unnecegjnjjar views on what should be done with these sort of

sary decision. The committee’s inquiry was a worthwhileyinoq and Birdsville has progressed very well. Instead of

exercise, because if we want to promote the tourist industr%aming to shut down the place, not have any development

and other industries in this area people must be able to travggl, o it the hureaucracy 24 motel units would have been built
there. What concerns me greatly is that if one tourist bus hg&t Innamincka, and a iaundry. But it is finished: it is gone.

a problem by hitting a bulldust hole and gets into trouble, itrp4¢ i the sort of stupidity of the situation. If we are going

will send _the wrong message out. . ... .. tostop development atleast we should maintain a decent road
~ Fromtime to time you see people who get into dlfflcult!essystem_
in the north, and for someone who spends a lot of time™ | || say to the minister that one of the great things that
driving on these roads | will agree with the member that thg,5ye happened in the last few years is the construction of
road between Marree and Lyndhurst is in pretty goo;assing lanes between Adelaide and Port Augusta. A new one
condition. | had a close look at it on, I think, the hottest day, 55 gone in at Templers and another one further up the road.
last summer when it was 47 or 48 degrees. | was changingigis 3 great initiative and there should be more of it. It is a
tyre on that road, so | actually know the condition of it.  greq initiative safety wise and it keeps the traffic moving.

| say to the member that the road between William Creekrhose passing lanes have made the trip between Adelaide and

and Coober Pedy needs some work done on it. | have neiort Augusta so much more reasonable. | have wanted to say
been on the one from Coober Pedy to Oodnadatta for a whilgat for a long time because it has been an important initia-

but | will be fairly soon. , tive. | am pleased to support this motion, even though | am
_ TheHon. PF. Conlon: You don't want to be there after disappointed that the Labor Party used its numbers and did
It rains. not put the second recommendation which was a sensible

TheHon. G.M. GUNN: I know that, and itis wise notto  solution to the problems. | have enjoyed participating in this
go there in a Statesman, either. You want to go there in a foufiscussion.
wheel drive. Itis an important road for that community, as are
many other roads which go out through the Flinders Ranges. MsBREUER (Giles): Itis always a pleasure to follow on
So, this exercise was important. | would like to see the 2@he heels of the member for Stuart and his entertaining
people put back on the payroll, and | think the decision tacomments about various groups in our society. | will reiterate
spend all that money, $30-odd million in relation to buyingthe point of order | took that he misinterpreted my interjection
new equipment, was an unwise decision. They should hawabout which road he was discussing. | agree with him in
utilised the facilities of Australian Plant Hire and other wanting to see every road in the Outback sealed; it would be
contractors, because it is available not only to the departmemtonderful. However, | am also realistic enough to know that
but also to other small contractors and builders in thewill never happen.
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It is interesting that we should be debating this motion  Another point that is dear to me is making it compulsory
today following my grievance speech in which | discussedor people to travel in the Outback with their lights on, and
road conditions in the Outback. It was entirely unplanned]| would like to see that in legislation. As soon as you leave
because | did not realise that this motion was to be debate@epps Cross, put your lights on, because it is such a help
today, so | reiterate my earlier comments. | believe that a loivhen you are driving in the daytime. For some reason, people
of the roads in the Outback are in reasonable condition, bigeem to think that they are going to run down their batteries
the issue with Outback roads is that, with one rain, the roashen they turn on their lights, although | do not know where
is totally destroyed. It is something that we have to behey get that idea from. Itis a real help if people put on their
vigilant about and we must continue to maintain Outbackeadlights when they are travelling on country roads. It does
roads. Itis not just the tourism trade that we are talking aboufjot matter what the conditions are—full sunlight or clouded
because those roads are the lifeline for many of our communéver—put your lights on and let people see that you are
ties. Those isolated communities, Outback stations andoming. When you are travelling on the Outback dirt and
Aboriginal communities rely on those roads to get them frongravel roads, dust becomes an issue and it makes a difference
point A to point B. If they need medical attention, they haveif you put on your lights so people can see that you are
to use those roads and get there in a hurry. If the childrenoming. Many more issues could be discussed. | support the
have to travel to school on school buses they need adequatetion.
roads.

| was pleased recently to represent the Minister for Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop): | am pleased to contribute
Transport at the opening of the Lipson-Ungarra Road nedp this debate and there are a couple of things that | would
Port Lincoln. Many of my colleagues in this place havelike to add. | have had only a brief look at the report that has
received a barrage of mail over the last few years from thé&een prepared by the Economic and Finance Committee but
Lipson-Ungarra committee, which was set up to get soméam disappointed that the committee does not appear to have
action on that road. They decided many years ago that thégken evidence from the commonwealth government, and
wanted to get their road sealed, for the reasons that | set outparticularly does not appear to have taken into consideration
safety reasons, for schoolchildren travelling in the area, fothe report of the House of Representatives committee on
the trucks that cart grain, etc. They mounted this incredibl@conomic and finance on the cost shifting between various
campaign over a number of years to get federal and statevels of government across Australia. If our committee had
funding to enable that road to be completed. taken some notice of that report or had taken evidence or had

When | opened this road in conjunction with the federalexpanded on some of the work that was done by that federal
member, Barry Wakelin, | commented on what a great efforparliamentary committee it may have come to some different
it was and what a shining example it was of what a com<conclusions. | will expand on that by quoting from that
munity can do if they pull together and work together towardgeport, particularly appendix D. Commonly referred to as the
a common goal, and that goal was getting the road seale@@st shifting report, it is on the commonwealth parliamentary
which they have managed to do. | also mentioned at the tim&eb site. Appendix D gives a history of the interstate
the issue which our minister is very aware of, that is, federadlistribution of local road grants, and some interesting
funding, and the fact that we get such a small proportion ofaterial comes out of it. It states that the history of state
federal funding in this state compared with the other states gfhared road grants dates back to 1923, according to the 1986
Australia. Report of the Inquiry into the Distribution of Federal Road

| urge members such as the member for Stuart to lobby higrants (the Cameron report).
federal colleagues on this. We need to get more federal The committee would have done itself a favour by getting
money into this state if we are going to make a good, genuinkold of the Cameron report and starting from that point. The
effort to maintain our roads. That is absolutely essential. Wappendix gives a history of what has happened since the early
are poorly funded here and it is totally unfair. | suggested talays of commonwealth-state shared grants, compared with
the Lipson-Ungarra committee that they move to Northwhere we are at now. The Cameron report identifies that the
Terrace and that | would ask the Premier to invite them tdseneral Purpose Road Grants Act 1974 legislated for formal
Adelaide so they could do the lobbying for us. We might begrant arrangements to provide grants to states for urban
able to access more of that federal funding if we could get arterial, rural arterial, urban local roads and rural local roads.
community and a committee as strong as that. Although the grants were initially made to the state govern-

This report highlights a lot of the issues that are importantment, some of them were passed on to local government.
about Outback roads. It is essential to our state. Tourism is One of the problems in allocating funds to local govern-
taking off and we need to make special conditions for oument has always been that some states—and | emphasise
tourists because they do not understand the Outback. | wouldome states’ because it is not all—claim that they deserve a
never go out there without lots of water, some food, safetyproportion of the money issued by the commonwealth
eguipment, etc. Treasury for use on local roads, because the state authority

Ms Thompson: A toilet. maintains a significant portion of the local roads in that state,

MsBREUER: Yes, | think | am going to have to look at and South Australia is one of those states. In fact, South
a portable loo, unless we can get some Outback dunnies buikustralia argued (and | think this occurred in the early 1990s)
Many tourists do not understand the conditions in thehat 12.1 per cent of the local roads in South Australia were
Outback. They take out their maps and sometimes they do notaintained by the state and not by local government. These
even understand their mapping, so we need to get mome largely in the unincorporated areas—in the north, in the
signage. They also need to understand the roads and the timeea that has already been discussed—and, of course, in
and distances involved in travelling from point A to point B. national parks and the like.

You are not travelling on bitumen roads. You must take into  There has been quite a serious debate at the local govern-
account the road conditions and you must not go too faghent level over recent months about South Australia’s share
because it is very easy to tip over. of the federal local road grants only being around 5.5 per cent
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when our population is almost 8 per cent and our local roativo B-doubles which can then cart the livestock to either the
link | think is in excess of 11 per cent of the nation’s local T & R Pastoral abattoir at Murray Bridge or Thiess Brothers
roads. But the cost shifting report shows that the federaht Naracoorte in my electorate.
government, the state government and the Local Government | am told by the operators of these abattoirs that livestock
Association apparently came to an agreement—and | hay&roducers in the north of South Australia and in south-west
spoken to people in the Local Government Association anQueensland are paying a penalty of up to 14 cents a kilo on
they cannot find a copy of the agreement. Apparently, &very animal that they truck off those cattle properties if they
substantial amount of the grant that was historically paid tehoose to send them to either Murray Bridge or Naracoorte
the South Australian local government sector has beerather than abattoirs on the coast in Queensland. The impact
syphoned off and paid into the state government’s coffers.that has on our South Australian abattoirs is that we have
understand that from 1977-78 through to 1990-91 Soutlplenty of stock bred and fattened for slaughter in South
Australia’s share of the local road grants from the federalAustralia during the spring and summer months but in the
government amounted to somewhere between 7.5 per cemfitumn and winter months the only place you can get reliable
and 8.1 per cent (it varied between those figures). In 1990-94nd prime stock in South Australia is in the north, and it is
the amount of the local road grant to South Australia wasmperative for the growth of our abattoir industry that we
$24.3 million, and that was 7.5 per cent of the national totalhave access, at a realistic price, to that stock in northern
The state government, as | said, then negotiated with thBouth Australia and stop it going into eastern Queensland for
commonwealth government at, | understand, the specigrocessing. So, | implore the minister to have another look
premiers’ conference in October 1990, and the 12 per cermit that. Every state allows triple trailer road trains on their
that | referred to a moment ago that the state claimedutback roads and South Australia does not, and it is
represented the percentage of the local roads that it maifmpacting severely on jobs and the economy of South
tained was paid directly to the state government of Soutkustralia.
Australia. At that time (and we are talking about 1990-91)
that represented some $5.193 million, and the amount ofthe TheHon. P.L. WHITE (Minister for Transport): |
grant available to the local government sector in Soutlihank members of the Economic and Finance Committee for
Australia at that stage was $17.7 million, and that is wherheir interest in this matter, in the first instance, and the
South Australia’s local government sector’s percentage wagontributors to the debate on this report. Maintaining outback
reduced from 7.5 per cent to 5.85 per cent of the nationaioads in the harsh South Australian climate is no mean feat,
cake. Minor adjustments after that saw South Australia'sind | acknowledge and pay tribute to all the workers who
share fall, somewhere between 1992 and 1995 or 1996, &ssist in keeping our roads in a safe condition. In the winter,
about 5.5 per cent, and that was because of some things thiaaids can be damaged by floods. However, | am advised that
happened in other states, and the cost sharing documdhiat damage has been minor and can be addressed as part of
suggests that that was caused by the change in the size of thier day-to-day repair and maintenance practices.
cake rather than any change to the amount paid to South The member for MacKillop raised issues about the
Australia. funding of local roads, which is a different issue from what
The point | want to make is that the South Australianwe are discussing here, but | wish the honourable member
government is receiving a substantial amount of moneyvould look at the facts more closely, because it is a fact that
directly from the federal government which was intended tdSouth Australia does not get its fair proportion of the national
be used for the maintenance of our local roads. The probletoucket of funding for roads upkeep—for capital works or
is that, again, according to the report that | am referring tomaintenance. | think it would be much more politic of him
In 1993-94 payments to the states for local roads maintained bnd his colleagues, instead of doing the political point scoring
the states were untied and were subsumed within general purpobere in this chamber, to get onto their federal colleagues who
payments to the states. have control of the federal purse strings to fix up the situation
So, South Australia’s portion has been subsumed within that the national level. Because, as | say, South Australia is not
general grants given to the South Australian state governmegetting its fair share of the national funding bucket for roads
and, consequently, with the government’s decision to reducacross the state.
the amount of money spent on our outback roads, itisin fact On this particular issue, because we are talking about
pocketing the money from the commonwealth which isoutback roads, | mention that the state government maintains
supposed to be used to maintain local roads. The staf 000 kilometres of unsealed roads. We have a structural
government is getting the money from the commonwealtldisadvantage in South Australia by virtue of the fact that,
government and it is an absolute outrage that they are noinlike some other states, our roads are unincorporated; other
using the money for the purpose for which it was designedstates have local shire bodies that govern those areas.
Briefly, in the few minutes | have left | will talk about Therefore, as local government entities, they have access to
another issue which is related to the lack of maintenance dtinds, and we do not have that in South Australia. South
outback roads. | have been working for a number of yearéustralia does have a structural disadvantage not only on our
now to try to have transport ministers and the department dbcal roads but also on our outback roads. Rather than trying
transport accept that transport operators can operate with build bizarre arguments that just cannot be supported | urge
triple trailer road trains on outback roads, principally to bringthe opposition to get onto their federal colleagues to do
livestock from the north of South Australia and southernsomething about the problem that has existed in South
Queensland to our abattoirs in the south of the state. Everustralia for a very long time. The road maintenance
state of Australia allows triple trailer road trains on theirconducted by the state government on our outback roads is
outback roads except South Australia. The reason we wantirrently delivered through eight maintenance patrols and
to be able to do that is if you bring a triple trailer road traintwo resheeting gangs.
from the Far North to the Mid North and off-load the  One of the greatest challenges for those living, working
livestock (and we are talking about cattle), it fits neatly intoand visiting the outback area is simply being able to get from
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point A to point B. The access that we might take for grantedtitor's Office when a claim is lodged. The limitation is
in other parts of the state or within metropolitan Adelaide iseffective, because it effectively warns practitioners, and thus
a luxury those in remote areas do not possess. As a result, ttiee victims themselves, that if reports supporting medical or
government has shifted its focus within the outback area tother reports fall outside the guidelines in the regulations they
address maintenance issues as opposed just to resheetiwdl not be paid for. The history of these interactions between
That was a deliberate measure to ensure access to most plagetims and the Crown Solicitor's Office over a number of
for the majority of the time. years is that reasonable reports in support of a claim are paid
Members would be aware that there is a significanfor without too much argument by the Crown Solicitor’'s
difference between maintenance and resheeting. Resheeti@®dfice when a settlement is reached.
is primarily a capital infrastructure intervention—it is  Of course, if the matter goes to trial, as a very few of these
construction—whilst maintenance is the necessary treatmenlaims do, the issue of reports and witness fees can be
to provide this critical access that is fundamental for theaddressed after trial. However, the vast majority of claims do
people of the outback. Our government will continue, assettle. It is very important for victims and their lawyers to
recommended in this report, to place its priorities on routindnave reasonable certainty that they will have cooperation
maintenance in the outback areas. We will seek to develofsom the Crown Solicitor's Office in covering reasonable
greater efficiencies in maintenance techniques and plamtisbursements incurred to establish the claim in the first
operation, because that will help ensure a dynamic, respoplace. The regulations severely limit payment for reports
sive maintenance approach to providing access for the peodi®m non-medical practitioners in particular. When he

of the outback. appeared before the committee, the Attorney-General made
Motion carried. a comment that the Crown Solicitor’s Office had an unbend-
ing attitude toward payment of some of these disbursements.
VICTIMSOF CRIME The Attorney-General subsequently withdrew that remark.
) Indeed, the committee was heartened late last year by the
Mr HANNA (Mitchell): | move: Attorney’s assurances that improvements would be made in

That the regulations made under the Victims of Crime Act 2001the way in which these claims were dealt with. When
entitled ‘Compensation’, made on 18 December 2003 and laid on thg,embers of the committee sought a more flexible approach
table of this house on 17 February 2004, be disallowed. from the Crown Solicitor's Office through the Attorney-
These regulations concern the compensation payable eneral, the Attorney-General advised that this was a
victims of crime and related matters, such as the feegossibility. The Attorney suggested that some protocol might
available to solicitors who work in this area and the dISbUI’SEbe put in place which gave appropriate guidance on whether
ments they pay for the reports which victims require in ordefynding would be provided for psychiatric reports or that of
to lodge their claim with the Crown Solicitor's Office. The gjlied health professionals.

Legislative Review Committee never did have a problem with  nr Lamb of the Attorney’s office said that the Attorney
the scgle of fees fixed for legal practitioners under thgzg given a commitment to talk and to come up with proto-
regulations. Members may be aware that, for many years, ls or some other scheme which will be an acceptable
limited scale of fees has applied, which has effectively meartompromise. In the view of the committee that has not
that lawyers have been contributing part of their work progccurred. The committee also heard from a solicitor practis-
bono, or for the public good, in taking on victims of crime jng in this area, Mr Russell Jamison, and the committee also
compensation cases. heard from psychologists Dr Helen Winefield and Dr Michael

These fees are a step towards a reasonable recompensei@iod. It is worth quoting from the evidence of Dr Wood, a
lawyers involved in these types of claims. The other offendsenior psychologist. He gives an example of how this dispute
ing aspect, one might say, is in relation to disbursements fogrose. In his evidence to the committee this year, he said:
medical reports and reports supportive of victims' claims. | have seen about 400 or 500 victims of crime over the past four

One of the options put to the Attorney-General was tor five years. A lot of them have facial fractures or other factures and
separate out these two issues. They are clearly quite differeittis not that common to have had a severe head injury, but that

in nature. The Attorney-General graciously appeared beforeccurs as well. They have received anti-depressants or anti-anxiety

il ; ; edication from their general practitioner.
the Legislative Review Committee on 17 September last yeép When writing a report | am required by the solicitor who refers

and, on that occasion, | had the opportunity to ask him:  them to give some recommendation for whether they do or do not
Why do you not introduce regulations almost immediately thatrequire further treatment and the sort of treatment required, whether

provide for an adequate level of fees for solicitors in this area andy a psychiatrist or a psychologist. | do not recommend always that

leave this thornier more controversial issue of the level of medicalhey see a psychologist because in some cases they are so severely

reportage as a separate issue? depressed they require medication and considerable care. The
. problems may have triggered or exacerbated previous issues and |

The Attorney-General replied: have to take them into account. | use an estimate based on the best
Because we are not soft. practice model of what the research literature tells me is a reasonable

. . . mber of sessions that might be required for that sort of treatment
Justas an aside, | muse on why softness is deemed a denlgr%#a an estimate of cost. Not all people who come through and are
ing or derogatory characteristic in this place. It says somereferred have psychological or emotional disorders as a result of
thing about the masculine cultural environment in which wehaving been exposed to trauma—some do and some do not. Some

Work In any case, the Attorney Clearly Wanted to be hard O%)Uld like to haVe, but UnfOI’tunately they do not. That comes out

o . : P -through careful interviewing and through the psychological tests that
this issue and, despite the concerns raised by the Legislatiy§inisier which include scales that assess validity of responses,

Review Committee and the disallowance of the regulationgendency to exaggerate and plain inconsistencies in a person’s
that were being considered at that time, the Attorney saw fiitatement.

to reintroduce those regu]ationsl | come now to the oﬁendin% The point raised before was unrecoverable COSf[Sy. If the Victims

aspect of the regulations f Crime Fund does not pay for the psychologist’s report, the

. Lo L . psychologist does not get paid. Most people who are victims of crime
The regulations significantly limit the medical and otherare socially disadvantaged, Aboriginal, some are female, although

supporting evidence which can be put to the Crown Solithere are slightly more males than females. There are certain sites in
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the city that pick out where assaults take place. It would be almoswvest connector as a critical link in the inner ring route

inhumane to try to recover costs from those individuals because theyhprovements. The city west connector is part of the strategic

just do not have the money, so the psychologist does not get pai ; ; ; -
It does not often happen, but that is the way it has been operatin terial road network being developed to provide an efficient

over the past few years. nd effective route for travel between the north-eastern and
south-western suburbs of Adelaide. As a key link in the inner

| have cited that evidence from Dr Wood, but the fundamenénd outer city ring routes and a key part of the urban roads

tal concern of the Legislative Review Committee was the, .~~~ . ; ;L
financial wellbeing of victims themselves. If they are to ge‘ti\melght improvement program, it provides for the efficient
vement of urban freight and attracts traffic out of and

; o
adequate compensation they need to be able to go to thel} . . . ) LS
lawyer and have full confidence that their lawyer will carry around the City of Adelaide. In its ultimate form it il

out the lawyer's professional duty in obtaining reasonablyconS'St of two lanes in each direction and involve the upgrade

necessary reports to paint a picture of the victim’s condition,Of the Bakewell Bridge.

so that an appropriate amount of compensation can be gaintragaghﬁn?(u r(rg:é F;;cr’fgcitn'n;’%\gs dtik;gc?icc)) Tstrgg\l/sge%f ?arr]r?;vs
through settlement with the Crown Solicitor’s office.

| referred previously to questions raised about the attitud ongdon Drive and South Rogd through. former |'ndustr|'al
of officers in the Crown Solicitor’s office in relation to and and includes the upgrading of the intersections with

compensation for disbursements. Mr Jamison, a solicitor, Wa?ﬁEt?oig?%ksrllrazc;?ig ﬁ;?gmggcarzzsgigzm ;eerrv%%é
able to provide two illustrations of the difficult attitude of the g

Crown Solicitor’s office. In one case, Mr Jamison providedgqe?g:]?%nséga di?/elimg(goigﬁinrgzu\y grisz;%naegen?'[t%rwgﬁiﬂ(
a letter from the Crown Solicitor’'s office to his firm in P P )

relation to a client whom, quite properly, he chose not tc)Creek at South Road and the extension of the Westside shared

name. However, we do have the detail of the letter. It has RAWaY; linking Glenelg to the City of Adelaide. Cyclistand
numbér of star{dard clauses in the letter and tHere is edestrian crossings will be provided at the three intersec-
i

. . ons.
standard paragraph W_hICh states: ) ) The committee is told that the project has a series of
A report from your client’s usual or treating general medical

ractitioner m mpany the claim. No other medical repor ijectlves,_lr_lcludlng: .
Peg(t:(tagj?egort Sr?reas(;c:utr?;isyeg gyctﬁe crovxc/)no\}villlabe :gcg?)tegpoa [t)gl'd the provision of bicycle and foot-paths through the project
for, excluding those that predate the Criminal Injuries Compensation to link with existing routes;

Regulations 2002, as in force at 19 December 2002. - to provide an alternative route for freight and commuter
That letter was written in July 2003. It does indicate that there traffic by completing the inner city ring route;
is a reluctance to look at reports other than those of the usual to assist in stimulating the Mile End precinct in conjunc-
or treating general practitioner. Of course, there is the tion with planned retail and industry developments; and
exemption for those reports authorised by the crown. The to improve the environmental profile of the area through
Attorney-General informed us that approximately halfthose the remediation of former industrial sites, improved
requests for authorisation are granted. Of course, that leaves Stormwater management, extensive native tree plantings
a huge number which are not granted. along the connector, recycling building materials from

The other illustration provided by Mr Jamisonwas acopy building demolitions, and the use of noise abatement
of reasons for decision provided by Master Rice of the technology for the project.
District Court to the parties in the case of Bennell v the Statd he committee is told that the total capital cost of the project
of South Australia and John Knott. In that case, a socialis $8.9 million. Recurrent costs for the connector are standard
worker had provided a series of reports for members of §r a road project and will be $30 000 per annum. An
family who had suffered injury as a result of a robbery. Theeconomic evaluation of the project indicates a benefit cost
payment for those reports was refused by the Crown Soliratio of 3.5 and a net present value of $22 million for this
citor’s office. After lengthy argument, Master Rice decidedsection of the connector project. The committee is told that
that the disbursements, namely, payment for the report§e project is currently expected to be completed by
prepared by the social worker who attended to the familyNovember 2004. While the committee is generally supportive
were necessary and proper disbursements. In that case tfthe project and its objectives, the staged process through
victims did the right thing, the lawyer did the right thing, the which it is being constructed means that it will not fulfil its
social worker did the right thing but the Crown Solicitor’'s capacity or potential until other associated works—such as
office did the wrong thing. The Crown Solicitor’s office did the replacement or upgrade of the Bakewell Bridge and the
the wrong thing by refusing to pay those disbursements. eventual provision of extra lanes—are completed.

Itis that attitude which has come through into the current  The committee is of the opinion that, budget constraints
regulations. The Legislative Review Committee decided taotwithstanding, projects such as the connector would be of
recommend disallowance of these regulations. Thus, | put thecreased utility and value if more funds were allocated

motion to the house. earlier to enable more extensive works to be undertaken. In
Motion carried. the current project, the committee believes the restrictions
placed on the connector in the interim by, for example, the
CITY WEST CONNECTOR height of the Bakewell Bridge or congestion at the South

Road intersection undermines to some extent the purpose of

Mr CAICA (Colton): | move: the project as a whole. The committee notes, however, the

That the 202nd report of the Public Works Committee, on therecent announcements regarding an upgrade of the Bakewell
City West Connector, be noted. Bridge and looks forward to these plans being progressed.

The Public Works Committee has examined the proposal to  The committee notes the stormwater detention basin being
apply $8.9 million of taxpayer funds to the city west connec-constructed to manage run-off from the road project. The
tor project. The committee is told that the Adelaide Metro-committee was told that the proponents and developers
politan Area Transport System Initiatives identifies the cityacknowledge the Mile End area’s status as a natural flood
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plain and are implementing measures to manage stormwater However, it is my understanding that there has been a
within the redevelopment precinct. The committee emphasisnisunderstanding between Transport SA and the Public
es the importance of stormwater management for the ara&orks Committee and, indeed, by me, as the local member
both in environmental terms and with regard to the potentiadf parliament. It was my understanding that the upgrade of
economic damage to residents and businesses as a resultlué road would be from Scotland Avenue through to Sir
any potential flooding. The committee notes that there haBonald Bradman Drive alongside Bunnings, and there would
been communication between Transport SA and the City dfe a continuation of the existing road through James Congon
West Torrens regarding a range of design issues, the moRbad, which would be upgraded later. As | was driving along
significant of which have been addressed, leaving somen a tour with these Transport SA officials, who were very
residual matters that the parties will work together to resolvehelpful, | asked them especially, ‘How close is the new road

The committee further notes and accepts the retention goving towards local residents?’ | was told these words: ‘Not
land by Transport SA adjacent to the connector project fopuPstantially. I understand now that Transport SA has been
use in the future should further additions to the project, sucRut there with its engineers, and | have been briefed by
as overpasses or extensions, become necessary. The comrsauncil that the new r(_)ad will come alongside local residents.
tee is of the opinion that the land should be retained for thi$@m talking about a distance of no more than maybe a metre
purpose. Pursuant to section 12C of the Parliamentar§’ SO

Committees Act 1991, the Public Works Committee recom-  This is a new road works. | am very concerned about this,
mends the proposed public work. because my local residents, even though some of those two-

storey houses should not be there, there are other people who

Mr KOUTSANTONIS (West Torrens): | always enjoy have not built two-storey houses and who were given
following my committee chair, who | ha\'/e a great deal ofassurances by Transport SA and the council that there would

faith in and respect for. | welcome the City West bypass an(§’e no road WO.I’k.S that Wou'd impinge, in.fringe orin any way
| welcome the government's commitment to the wester mpact pn_the|r_l_|festyle, noise or amenity of the area. They
suburbs and infrastructure projects because they are lontgVe this in writing from Transport SA, but they have now
overdue. Things have been held up by the previous gover _.und out that th? reS|dents.W|II be_ affgcted, an_dll am quite
ment because they have taken the western suburbs for granfgqlagpo'nt.eq by.':t.fl havihralsedf:hls W'tmh_?_ m|n|stetr ggd I
after their landslide victories in 1993. Having said that,WI € raising 1t from theé Toottops with ‘1ranspor '
however, | am concerned with the way the department OEecause | have to say that | do not like being misinformed.
transport is dealing with local residents. For those people wh am sure that it is an honest mistake and it might have been
have no understanding of where this is, it is a site on the sta
of Scotland Avenue and South Road, right through, pa: |
Bunnings, passing Sir Donald Bradman Drive, near thé'aivl Gold thy interiecting:
Hilton bridges—they are two bridges, so it is not the Hilton Mr K%US'II'VgAI\BIITmoms '?ﬁ ber for Kavel think
Bridge—onto James Congdon Drive, which runs perpendicus r - Ihe member for Kavel thinks
lar to Railway Terrace, right through to Port Road, goingthat we could both be wrong. | thought that | was mistaken

: once.
under the Bakewell Bridge. Merbers interjecting:

That whole infrastructure there will be upgraded and The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Snelling): Order!
revamped by the state government. It will be a brand new Ny KOUTSANTONIS: | was mistaken once but | found
underpass or overpass of about $30 million, plus roughly, ¢ |ater that | was wrong. | will champion the cause of local
about $8 million for this road. | know there were somegsidents. | am not afraid to stand up and speak out. |
members who were crying foul about this commitment to thg,nderstand that the government will listen to our concerns.
western suburbs, but | am prepared to defend the Lab@ht course, the unfortunate thing is that it has been ticked off
Party's commitment to the western suburbs any timepoth by cabinet and the Public Works Committee, and it is
However, alongside this road, there has been new develogypposed to be ticked off by the parliament here today. One
ment. This new development was built alongside a soundpecific thing that concerned me about this was that | asked
wall, but this sound wall does not completely protect localy question that, instead of extending the road to the left as you
residents, because, unfortunately, there was an agreemepk heading north towards the Bakewell Bridge, why could
between Transport SA and the council not to approve any pot he extended to the right? The member for Unley at the
two-storey developments. As these things always happegommittee meeting said that the reason we could not do that
two-storey buildings were approved, because that road Wag,s pecause it was parklands. At no stage did Transport SA
always going to be upgraded and was always going to carysrrect the member for Unley or me by saying, ‘No, that is
traffic. not the reason.’ In fact, on the right-hand side of James

| point out that the committee was told—and in fact thisCongdon Drive where the sports stadium is, it is not park-
has been reiterated by the CEO, Mr Tim O’Lachlan—that thidands. The parklands border is the railway line.
route is not for B-double traffic and heavy industrial freight.  TheHon. R.B. Such: They are exempt.

It is for residential and ordinary traffic: it is not for heavy =~ Mr KOUTSANTONIS: | know that they are exempt, but
traffic. Local residents were upset about the consultatiothere is an ideological or community reason for not encroach-
process. So, | intervened on their behalf and | sat down witing on parklands, even though Transport SA is not bound by
the concerned local residents, Dermot Holden and Nickit. | think that local residents would accept that, if it were
Dantalis, who came to my office. | took notes of this meetingparklands, it would be a different scenario altogether. When
we had and we ticked off everything that these local residenthie member for Unley quite rightly piped up in his usual shy,
asked for. Can | say that everything the local residents aska@tiring manner and said, ‘It is parklands; you cannot build
for, other than increased vegetation, was delivered bpn parklands'—because he is a great champion of the
Transport SA, and | thank them. parklands—Transport SA, knowing it was not parklands, did

y misunderstanding and the officers’ misunderstanding,
ecause the impact on local residents is in fact quite substan-
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not inform the committee that that was not the reason. Thatf years, held by a very esteemed resident of the eastern
concerns me a great deal. What our very good chair of theuburbs who was the Liberal member for Colton. Before | get
committee, the member for Colton, has done is that we haven to the substance of the debate, for the benefit of the
agreed today to write back to Transport SA to ask for thenember for West Torrens, | am one of the principal develop-
exact details of where this road would be and the slip laners of the western suburbs. | can assure him that my contribu-
heading in to James Congdon Drive. tions on a weekly basis to Bunnings Warehouse are astro-
I have spoken to local residents; they are prepared to forgeomical.
the ‘singlisation’ of the intersection of Railway Terrace and Mr Koutsantonis: | have seen you there at the sausage
James Congdon Drive which, | understand, is not somethingjizzle.
that Transport SA wanted in the original plan and which Mr BRINDAL: It is my grandson who likes their
would be quite a substantial saving. They are prepared teausages, not |, for the benefit of the member for West
forgo that and the pedestrian crossing to keep the amenity dbrrens. | refute the proposal; | presume he said it lightly,
the area. | support that proposal; | will be putting that inbecause | do not think he is an ignorant man. As the member
writing to the minister. Hopefully it can be changed. Thefor West Torrens knows, the Liberal government spent a lot
minister, of course, is getting advice and she cannot commif money looking at transport infrastructure. It is true that our
either way, obviously, which is quite fair, because everyondirst priority was the development of the southern suburbs and
has ticked off on it. | do not think that anyone had anythe freeway down there, but he will know—
concept or idea of the extent of the proposed extension of the Ms Thompson: The half road.
road towards residences. There are some residents for whom Mr BRINDAL: The member churlishly says ‘the half
a sound wall was not built, and the original residents whaoad’'—the half road that is rather successful. | do not think
were there had to pitch in to pay for the wall themselves. Iter electors want it taken—
is quite an attractive feature. People might have noticed it MsThompson: It is not as successful as a whole road.
opposite Bunnings—there is a red brick wall. It was not built  Mr BRINDAL: The member says that it is not as
as a sound deterrent: it was actually built by the locakuccessful as a whole road. | take the member’s point and, as
residents. This road will just increase traffic. the member for West Torrens said, they are now in govern-
| went down there on the Anzac Day public holiday andment, so let them get out and build the whole road.
stood there with some local residents and | heard the noise at Ms Thompson: It costs too much.
first hand. | can say quite honestly that it was deafening— Mr BRINDAL: Oh, it costs too much! We should have
absolutely deafening. The local residents want this project tbuilt a whole road. Suddenly, now that they are in power, the
go ahead. They want to see the city west bypass mowvhole road costs too much, but we should have built it
forward; they do not want to stop it. They want to see theanyhow. We should have built it when we built what we built
Bakewell Bridge upgraded. They applaud this governmentgainst escaping from a state debt—against a $7 billion debt
The members opposite have no doubt that local residentsft by John Bannon and the member for Reynell’s predeces-
support what the government is doing and they know thasors. We built half a road and we are now being criticised for
they can rely on us to listen. We will listen to their concerns.it.
| just hope that we can act in time to change something that The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The member for
might unfairly and adversely affect residents. In future, | urgeReynell is out of order interjecting, as is the member for
local councils, when they enter into arrangements witHJnley in responding to the interjections.
Transport SA about two-storey dwellings and about building Mr BRINDAL: | am contrite. | am devastated that you
on land that is going to be developed at a later date as ghould need to correct me, sir; but, | do take that correction.
transport corridor, not to build houses on that transporfhe point | was making is that the Liberal government did
corridor. We would not have these problems otherwise. have on its agenda a progressive upgrading of the ring route
Unfortunately, with the benefit of hindsight and 20:20and that would have included the very section that now is
vision, we are all geniuses. At that time, the Liberal governbeing rightly put forward by this government. | respect the
ment was in power and, of course, we knew that they wouldtiews of the member for West Torrens and his absolutely
not spend a cent in the western suburbs so they went aheagsiduous defence of his electors, but | would like to speak
and built the development, because they knew that theg little in defence of the West Torrens council. | hope that the
would never build this road. We are in power now and we arénember for West Torrens will not mind. It is true that, in
investing in the western suburbs. We believe in the westergvidence, we were very specifically told by the West Torrens
suburbs and we are investing in infrastructure. The locatouncil that they themselves—not being the developers (I do
residents’ needs must be heard and | will shout from théot think they individually developed)—had to get permis-
rooftops of Parliament House to make sure that those locaion to develop. They were very assiduous.
residents’ concerns are voiced and heard. Mr Koutsantonis interjecting:
Mr BRINDAL: Yes, it is a different council to today’s
Mr BRINDAL (Unley): | am very sorry that, given the as the member for West Torrens said. However, they were
considered and statesmanlike contribution to the debate madssiduous and we questioned them. The member for West
by our highly esteemed chairman, the member for Colton, th&orrens went to some lengths | seem to remember (and | may
member for West Torrens should, while being a verybe followed up) in questioning them in detail on whether they
assiduous local member (a local member who should bead informed potential buyers of those properties about the
praised for his work in his electorate) descend to the cheapexistence of the road and the future upgrade of the road. The
and more tawdry side of politics in trying to suggest thatanswer was categorically yes.
members on this side of the house might not know where the While | have sympathy for those residents, and while |
western suburbs are. | am sure that most members on this sidbsolutely applaud the member for West Torrens in trying to
of the house have visited the western suburbs. As the membeefend them, | must inform the house that those people
for Colton well knows, the seat of Colton was, for a numberbought the house knowing that the road would be there. If the
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member for West Torrens can get concession of his poirdlso making the strata beneath the road a reservoir. | think

from Transport SA, good luck to him. However, | say to thethat then we will move forward.

house that | am of this opinion: caveat emptor—thatis, letthe As the members for Colton and West Torrens know,

buyer beware. | bought a house next to a railway line (I dgyovernment departments come in with clever environmental

not mind trains). However, the house rocks sometimes a&polutions (and we saw one today). However, unless we as a

night and, if the 2 o’clock freight train does not go past, | parliament, and we as a committee, keep pushing departments

wake up not knowing what it is | have missed because myo come up with better solutions, they will not do so. In all,

mind has become attuned to the sound. | think this is an excellent project, and | commend the
The point | want to make is this: | have no capacity to tellMinistry of Transport for developing it. | hope it goes

whomever is running the current railways how big the traindorward expeditiously.

should become. The freight trains are getting heavier and In conclusion, | wish the member for West Torrens well.

heavier and bigger and bigger, and that is the risk | took whetf he loses out, it is tough luck for his electors, because South

| bought a house near a railway line. But the people whom thAustralia deserves the road, because they knew what they got

member for West Torrens is rightfully defending (becausevhen they bought the house.

they will vote at the next election and he is their representa- Motion carried.

tive) bought houses in an area in the absolute and full

knowledge that the government of South Australia—whether SPENT CONVICTIONSBILL

it be a Liberal or a Labor government—would build a road

there and that it would expand that road for the good of South  The Hon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher) obtained leave and

Australia. introduced a bill for an act to encourage the rehabilitation of
While | hope that the member for West Torrens meet®ffenders by proyiding that qertain c_onvictions will I:_)ecome

with some success, | say to the house that this governmer?€nt on completion of a period of crime-free behaviour; and

and the minister who is in charge of this project (and I think!Or Other purposes. Read a first time.

the minister at the table was in charge of the project), did TheHon. R.B. SUCH: I move:

exactly the right thing. Perhaps a little adjusting needs to be That this bill be now read a second time.

done—but only a little. | believe that the member for West am gelighted to introduce this bill. It has taken a long time
Torrens is doing the right thing in responding to his electorsyq get to this point, and there has been a lot of consultation.
who could be accused by some South Australians of beingam not saying that it is in a perfect form, and | am quite
slightly churlish and curmudgeonly in their approach to thisreceptive to members seeking to try to improve it, as is their
issue. | would not like to suggest that one or two of them argight. A lot of work has gone into this bill over a long period
long-term me_mbers of the memt_>er for West Torrens’ Subpf time and, in proceeding down this path, | have been
branch and think that they may gain an unfair advantage fror’@ncouraged by the support of various members in this house
the government simply because they hand out ‘how to voteinq in the other place.

cards. | am sure that the member for West Torrens would not |, offect. the bill is about giving minor offenders (and |

let that interfere with his debating in this chamber. | bel'eveemphasise ‘minor’) a second chance—a chance to wipe the

that this is ag_opd projectand thqt it i.s worthy of commendagate clean. It will mean that those who have committed a
tion because it is part of the ongoing improvement of the roagin oy offence will be able to have that conviction spent, or

system in South Australia. cancelled, after a prescribed period of time, provided that
In closing, I would like to point out an issue that is not they have not reoffended during that period. The specified
part of the project but part of a shared concern in the biparticrime-free period will generally be 10 years, except when the
san approach of this committee—that is, the consideration Gfffence was committed by a juvenile, in which case the
all projects from the point of view of clever environmental crime-free period will be five years. When a person is found
design and long-term sustainability. The member for Wesguilty without a conviction being recorded, the crime-free
Torrens and | share a very similar problem in that we are pagieriod will be two years.
of the Patawalonga and Sturt catchment system and are | emphasise that we are talking about minor offences, and
subject to the flooding foisted on us by the electorates of thpy|| give some examples from the Summary Offences Act:
members for Bragg and Waite and (in the case of the membefisorderly conduct; avoiding the payment of an entrance fee;
for West Torrens) to the detritus foisted on him by thejngecent language; urinating in a public place; depositing
electorate of the member for Unley. rubbish on land; objectionable persons in public passenger
Mr Hamilton-Smith interjecting: vehicles; and refusing or failing to provide a name and
Mr BRINDAL : And by the member for Heysen—that is address to police. | do not condone that offending, nor any
quite correct. That is a particularly flood-prone area. Thedther offending, but urinating in a public place late at night
design does incorporate water run-off from the road. It wouldwhich is often the situation) does not come into the category
be nice to think that, one day, in such areas perhaps tH¥ hard core or serious crime.
underbase of the road could be designed in a way that would In considering the sort of offences with which we are
make it a repository for excess flood water. It is not in thisdealing, | make it clear that there is scope to deal with more
design and, when we questioned the engineers, this issue hegfious charges in the bill, but | emphasise that that is only
not been thought about before. However, it is worth sayingvhen the court has imposed a small penalty. Theoretically,
that perhaps at some time in the future, when roads such #se offence could be more serious, but the court has decided
this are being constructed in a flood-prone area, engineetat, because of the nature of the offending, it was only of
might be able to come up with a design that incorporates thesser or minor consequence, and | will come to that point in
capability to reserve water well under the road base, to hold moment.
that water and to utilise it, not only making the road a useful Members would be well aware that many people come
infrastructure project for the people of South Australia butinto their offices saying that they will plead guilty because
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they cannot afford a lawyer. Young lads have come to myletermines that something should not be spent, then he or she
office saying that they cannot get time off work and that theycan do it via regulation. If any of the offences involved
will just plead guilty. | try to talk them out of it and say, another person, in terms of assault or something like that, that
‘Look: you should see a lawyer.” Many of them do not getcould not be spent or cancelled unless a judge in the District
legal advice and many end up in court pleading guilty wherCourt had considered the matter and considered in detail the
they may well have been innocent. A lot of the people whacircumstances in relation to it. | am mindful of someone who
end up in the court system in this minor category mayis an elder in a church, and | know this person quite well.
actually genuinely be innocent. | am not saying all of themWhen he was a lad he was involved in a bit of a scuffle
or most of them, but some of them could well be. What is theoutside a pub, as many young people tend to do. It was
consequence of having something against your name and kaptthing malicious, but they got into a bit of a brawl and
in the system? | will give some examples. ended up in court and got a record.

I have had women in their sixties who have said to me that That sort of situation would have to go to a judge and the
they have never worked because they did something silljudge must have regard to the following: the length and
when they were young. One lady told me recently that shaature of the sentence imposed in respect of the conviction;
altered the price tag on an item in a department store 30 dhe length of time since the conviction was incurred; whether
more years ago. | do not condone it: it is not acceptabléhe conviction prevents or may prevent the applicant from
behaviour; but, in the scheme of things, it is a relativelyengaging in a particular profession, trade or business or in a
minor thing. The consequence of that is that that woman hgsarticular employment; all the circumstances of the applicant
not been able to visit her daughter, who now lives overseacluding the circumstances of the applicant at the time of the
A lot of people cannot get employment, and people have aommission of the offence and at the time of the application;
stain on their record. and the nature and seriousness of the offence and whether

We are talking about a lot of people who have nevethere is any public interest to be served in not making an
reoffended: they did something silly once, learnt their lessolrder. So, safeguards are built into this so that if the offence
and have not done anything silly since. | will cite a very sadinvolved another person that would have to be considered by
case that came to my attention a couple of years ago. A yourgyjudge in the District Court.
lad belonged to the Young Catholic Workers Association, the | think that is quite appropriate. If the Attorney, under
youth group associated with the Catholic church. When heegulation, wants to put in requirements about prescribing
was a teenager he went to work for a business and the bosertain things, then clearly the Attorney has the power under
said,” Go down the street and get something for the comthis act to do so. This type of requirement has been con-
pany.’ The silly lad not only got what the boss wanted for thesidered by the Law Society and others, and has involved
company but also got something for himself, of a minoraspects such as whether it was a money offence, and whether
nature, courtesy of that company. He paid it back the next dasomeone should be allowed to have that struck off and then
but, nevertheless, ended up being charged and he weget employment in the casino, for example, or in some other
through the system. facility. Those aspects have been carefully considered, but

Eight years later when he was in his mid-20s he wantedvith this bill | have tried to have a very simple approach to
to become a security guard, and he did the course. | think hainor offences, as | mentioned before, such as indecent
came near the top. He was offered a job by Websters, whianguage. But, where there is a little bit of greyness still at the
said this lad was fantastic. He tried to get a job as a securityninor end, it would need to come before a judge in the
guard but no: ‘You did something as a juvenile.’ It was silly: District Court. You need that flexibility; otherwise, if you just
he bought something—I do not know what it was, a CD orsay that anyone under a certain category is automatically
something. He paid it back the next day but it was on hisviped off and you do not take into account some of the grey
record and he could not be employed as a security guard. Thizictors, | think you can cause problems.
lad went out and hanged himself. The family will never | mentioned earlier the restriction on travel. You cannot
recover from that. To give members some idea of what wasavel to the United States, for example, if you have a
involved, 500 young people and others were at his funeratonviction. They have other stipulations, and those of you
But he felt ‘I'll never get anywhere in life. I'll never be able who have travelled there know that you have to make a
to move on. This is going to be held against me forever,’ andieclaration. It seems draconian to me that someone who may
he hanged himself. That is a very sad consequence of whhtive done something minor 40 or 50 years ago cannot visit
happens to people. their daughter in the United States because they cannot

I know people have argued in the past that giving peopléonestly say that they are now law-abiding and decent
a second chance, which many other jurisdictions do, is livingitizens. | appeal to members that in considering this bill they
a lie, but I think there is room in our system for compassioriook at people who have done something they should not
and consideration where people have made a silly mistakeave done. | do not dispute that they should not have done it,
and not reoffended. That is what is motivating me to bring inbut they have learnt their lesson, have not reoffended and are
this bill. Many people are associated with some of ourgood decent citizens who want to get on with their life; and
prominent churches who have come to me and raised issugbgey should be able to do so.
saying, ‘We have hidden this part of our past that we would | do not see why we should continue to punish people.
like to get rid of and move on.’ In many cases their familiesThey have had their punishment: why not let them have a
do notknow. These are decent, law-abiding citizens who difresh start? They have demonstrated that they are, and will
something silly but have not offended again, and | think thatontinue to be, good citizens. They have not reoffended, so
they deserve a second chance. | stress again that we avby keep something hanging over their head until the day
talking about minor offences. they die without giving them the chance to start afresh?

There are safeguards in this bill, because the Attorney caiembers will have been contacted by people who are in the
by regulation prescribe certain offences that cannot bsituation that this bill seeks to redress and, if passed, there
considered under the spent provisions. If the Attorneywill be a lot of happy people in South Australia.
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As | indicated earlier, some other states and the common- This clause provides that it is an offence to knowingly or
wealth already have provisions that take account of giving recklessly disclose a spent conviction except in circumstances

<1+ Specified in subclause (2). The maximum penalty for contraven-
people another chance. | appeal to members to look at this in tion of the section is, for a first offence, a fine of $10 000 or, for

the spirit in which it is presented: not condoning criminal 5 sypsequent offence, a fine of $20 000 or imprisonment for 4
behaviour but realising that humans make mistakes and that years.

many of the people who have got themselves in a certain 9—Prosecutions )

situation did not have legal advice, were not properly A prosecution for an offence against clause 8 may only be

represented and often pleaded guilty because they thought igfgg&%?ig"r:tsh the written consent of the Attorney-General.

that would sort the matter out quickly. To their regret they  Ths clause gives a power to make regulations for the purposes
have found that this is not the case, because, the way the of the measure, including the power to, by regulation, exempt
system works at the moment, even though they have had no persons or specify circumstances in which the Act (or provisions
conviction recorded there is a record kept of their no convic-  9f the Act) would not apply.

tion. So, even though you are not convicted you still get a ggﬁfg;gﬁ;ﬂg"gms refating to proceedings for spent

record and that is held against you. The Schedule sets out the procedures to be followed where a person
I think this is an area that needs to be tidied up in thos@pplies to the District Court (in accordance with clause 5) for an
various aspects, because if the court is saying it does “gﬁi%;ﬁ‘s’?ﬂ;”&é”g party o ouch proceedings. The Scheduie provides
warrant a (.:OW'C“O” the S_ystem still records you as havin at, in deciding whether or not to make an order, the Court must
no conviction. So, you still have a record and to me thahave regard to—
seems somewhat incongruous. So, | appeal to membersto - the length and nature of the sentence imposed in respect
support this measure. | think it is reasonable and it is long of the conviction; _ o _ .
overdue, and | think it will bring great relief to thousands of ) wr?;%ne%tqhoé tl(:lgﬁvsi;l:rt]i(z)?]tr;)er:VC)er:]\/tls(:tIgrn r‘%"g; 'Bfg\;gﬂ' the
South Australians. | commend the bill and | reiterate that |, 5jicant from engaging in a particular profession, trade or

seek to include the explanation of clauses without reading business or in a particular employment;

them. - all the circumstances of the applicant, including the
Leave granted. circumstances of the applicant at the time of the commission of
the offence and at the time of the application;
~ ExPLANATION OF CLAUSES - the nature and seriousness of the offence;
1—Short title - whether there is any public interest to be served in not
This clause is formal. making an order.

2—Commencement

This clause provides for commencement of the measure 3 months \jr GOLDSWORTHY secured the adjournment of the
after assent. debate

3—Interpretation :
This clause defines certain terms used in the measure. In

particularminor offence is defined as being any offence other PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE: MILLICENT AND

than an offence for which the convicted person was sentenced to DISTRICT HOSPITAL SHEOAK LODGE

imprisonment for an indeterminate term, or for a term exceeding EXTENSIONS
3 months (whether or not the sentence was suspended), or was
ordered to pay a fine of more than $2 500. Mr CAICA (Colton): | move:

4—Application of Act
This clause provides that the measure applies in relation to minor That the 204th report of the Public Works Committee, on the
offences whether committed before or after commencement dffillicent and District Hospital Sheoak Lodge extensions, be noted.

gfénp?tsggi&gﬁ (‘)"r'gether committed here or interstate. The Public Works Committee has examined the proposal to
This clause allows for convictions for minor offences to become2PPly $5.355 million of taxpayer funds to the Millicent and

spent on completion of a specified “crime free" period. ThisDistrict Hospital Sheoak Lodge extensions. The committee
process will happen automatically except in relation to awas told that the Sheoak Lodge opened in Millicent in 1995

conviction for an offence against the person, or an offence of -bui ili i i
kind prescribed by regulation, where the convicted person wa%S a purpose-built, aged care facility with funding from the

sentenced to a term of imprisonment in respect of the offence. |ﬁwen Millicent Council, community fundraising and signifi-
this category of cases, the conviction will not be considered a§ant donations and bequests. Currently Sheoak Lodge offers

spent unless the District Court confirms that the conviction ishigh level accommodation for 30 residents and an eight bed
spent. The Schedule to the Bill sets out the provisions relating t¢|osed dementia unit, which is the only one in the region.

this court proceeding. - H TI
The necessary "crime free" period is generally 10 years, exce heoak Lodge is attached to the Millicent and District

where the offence was committed by a person who was under 190Spital and Health Service. .

at the time (in which case the necessary period is 5 years) or Sheoak Lodge has been allocated 25 low care licences and
where the person was found guilty without a conviction actuallytwo high care licences by the commonwealth and seeks to use
being recorded (in which case the necessary period is only §hese to build a 30 bed extension. An additional three beds,
ﬁrﬁgbrmation about spent convictions which will be used for transitional respite purposes, are also
This clause provides that a person cannot be asked for, d?€ing built to take advantage of economies of scale. The new
required to furnish, information concerning a spent convictionfacility will meet the requirements of the 2008 building
and deems any request for, or requirement to furnish, informatiogertification standards demanded by the commonwealth and
%t?ﬂ?‘sthc?ﬂfvé‘?%%?%floa'é?fdpgéuedn? 2%%3%?}0‘(3;' or requirement Q.| aso include upgrading of adjacent existing facilities to
7—Proceedings before courtsand tribunals meet these standards. The 30 bed extension will be divided
This clause provides that the limitations on access to informatiofnto two wings. The west wing will have 12 beds and will
about spent convictions in clause 6 of the measure do not applgrovide added flexibility to the adjacent eight bed dementia
in r‘?]"?‘t'fon to Pro‘?ee‘gngtf tc’f.fore acourt or t”tl’una' (aghougft"h'funit as well as the existing north wing which is also adjacent.
such information is admitted in court or tribunal proceedings, - : : g
court or tribunal must attempt to avoid, or minimise, publication he Qast W'r,'g will have ,18 beds and will extend the. existing
of that evidence). Madison Wing, and will be mainly low care, with the

8—Offence to disclose spent conviction capacity to age in place to high care.
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This unit has been the subject of extensive consultationther purposes. The committee is told that construction is
with patient groups including the indigenous communityscheduled to be completed in August 2006.
regarding its design, and suggestions have been incorporated. The committee wishes to note and congratulate the local
The planning and space requirements are based on teemmunity on its extensive and generous support of the
following: compliance with commonwealth aged careproject, including significant financial contributions. The
certification requirement and benchmarking with comparableommittee further endorses the work of the Millicent and
aged care developments commissioned by DHS and usBistrict Hospital's administration in coordinating and
specific operational needs. Bedrooms in the facilities will becooperating with the community on this project, and acknow-
16 to 17 square metres. The living area willaccommodate ufedges the high standard of their evidence at the committee
to 20 people in normal operation and 100 people standinbearing.
when necessary. There will be small kitchenettes in the living The committee recommends to the minister that consider-
areas in addition to the central main kitchen. There will alsation be given to providing additional funds to the project to
be small private lounges, a chapel, a staff room with kitchenenable the incorporation of dual reticulation plumbing for
ette and bathroom, nurses’ stations, cleaners’ accommodatigney water reuse and stormwater retention tanks on site. The
and central courtyards. The committee was told that theseommittee is of the opinion that such features could be
courtyards have been designed to provide stimulatingnexpensively incorporated into the current project and would
comfortable and user friendly environments for residentsavoid expensive remedial works should they be approved at
including meeting specific indigenous needs. The existing later date.
aged care facility will be remodelled to provide new reception The committee acknowledges that this project was initially
areas, a nurses’ administration office, central store area amnceived and designed prior to current ecologically sustain-
linen store. able design policies being implemented but does not accept

The committee was told that the facility is designed tothat this exempts the proponents from working to achieve the
provide a domestic character and will be in federation styleDest possible environmental outcomes in the circumstances.
The nature of the facility requires several constraints on théhe committee is of the opinion that the time lines that
design, including keeping the facility on a single level andPrecede current policy do not constitute an acceptable reason
maintaining full hospital functions during construction. Thefor not seeking to achieve high levels of ecological sustain-
committee understands that the facility incorporates a rang@bility on all projects, even if this requires some measure of
of ecologically sustainable design elements such as passipgidgetary adjustment or reallocation. .
design and energy efficient appliances but also notes that The committee wishes to bring to the attention of agencies
there is no implementation of double reticulation, stormwateRnd future witnesses that it regards as very important the
reuse or solar cell features. The committee is told that thguality of written submissions regarding proposed projects.
facility is being built to enable such measures to be incorThe committee is of the opinion that agency submissions are
porated in the future. undermined if they are poorly presented or expressed in such

The committee is told that the facility aims to provide ad Way that they include an over-reliance on jargon and/or

significant new addition to Sheoak Lodge and upgrad;%echnical language. Pursuant to section 12C of the Parliamen-

existing buildings, provide a viable 60-bed aged care facility’ 2" Committees Act 1991, the Public Works Committee

and achieve compliance with the 2008 Australian standaro@Commends the proposed public work.

for aged care service provision. The committee is also told

. . i~ : Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop): | am delighted to be
that the project has a capital cost of $5.355 million. Of this, : : :
$4 million is in the form of a loan from DHS to the Millicent eventually speaking to this project. | had hoped that | would

. . ) be presenting this contribution two years ago, but | will come
and Districts Hospital and is repayable over 16 years from thg ac}:ok to th at.gOn e of the things th a%/ | wantgt]o do—and 1 will

net C'E.‘Sh ﬂ.OW generated by expaqded operations. Trkeay it right at the start because sometimes | tend to run out of
committee is told, too, that there will be no impact on

. X .y ime—is that | thank the Public Works Committee for the
recurrent funding as the new beds will be self-sufficient an imely manner in which it assessed this project. Also, when
generate a p°S'“Ye C"f‘Sh flow to megt al! costs. . the committee was taking evidence from witnesses, | attended
Once the project is completed, it will have a positivethe hearing, and the Chairman of the Public Works Commit-

budgetary impact. The project will generate net operatingee gave me an opportunity to put a few matters on record, for
surpluses in excess of $600 000 per year. From this moneyich | thank him and his committee.

$350 000 peryear will be used to service the DHS |0an, with Let me now talk more genera”y about what we are

the balance being used to fund ongoing capital upgrade cosighieving at Millicent, which, as members know, is my home
and increased clinical services. Economic analysis of thgswn, and | point out that this process has occurred across the
project indicates that the project has a net present value @fate. It was recognised a number of years ago that our
$631 000 at a discount rate of 6.6 per cent compared WitBountry hospitals were facing huge increases in costs in
minus $1.167 million for the status quo option. As thegelivering the services that they were obliged to deliver to
discount rate increases, the value of the project is erod_ed, biHeir communities. | put on the public record my gratitude
this is attached to high risk levels that are not consideregng that of the communities that | represent for the system
appropriate for this proposal. that was instituted by the former Liberal government under
The project also has broader benefits such as meetirige ministry of the deputy leader, Dean Brown, when he was
unmet aged care service demand in the region and reducitige minister for health, of incorporating aged care and nursing
disruption to residents by preventing them having to béhome facilities on the same campus and often under the same
moved out of the region to seek high level care when neededoof as our country hospitals.
Such benefits allow residents to remain in the area and be Incorporating both facilities on the one campus has
assisted by families and support networks. In addition, theignificantly reduced costs, particularly in the administrative
expanded facility will allow hospital beds to be freed up forarea and in the services that are provided to both organisa-
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tions, whether it be cleaning, kitchen services, the foodvailable because the management of the facility has been
delivery services and even in many cases the nursing cateying to keep the beds fully occupied. So we have a signifi-
services, where there is a sharing of resources. That hasant project that is about to get under way in the Millicent
enabled regional South Australia to continue to have vergommunity which will overcome these problems.
effective hospitals. Even our small and medium size towns | thank the Public Works Committee for allowing me to
have been able to maintain viable hospitals that can providgive evidence, and | was fairly gentle at that stage in what |
communities with acute health services. | do not want angaid, but | will not be quite so gentle now. This project was
member to miss that point, namely, that this has allowed uabout to be let to tender at the time that the Labor Party came
to maintain the delivery of health services in our countryto government. The funding package was in place, the
areas. preliminary design had been done and it was about to be let

The aged care service is an important stand-alone functidio tender, and at the change of government the Treasurer
but, through this process of shared campuses, we are ableliterally said, ‘We can't have this project because it entails
deliver aged care at a reduced cost to those communities. farther borrowings; that will go on the bottom line of the
turn, as identified by the member for Colton, that has enabledudget, and | will not have a position where we borrow more
those communities to project forward and has given them thmoney,” and, as a result, the project went into stall mode.
opportunity to put away some funds to continue to expand Members interjecting:
their capital works program into the future because, aswe all The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Thompson): Order!
know, the aged are becoming an increasingly significant Mr WILLIAMS: The project we see today is being
proportion of the population. funded again by borrowings and has made absolutely no

All of us recognise that, in Australia, as in all western difference to the bottom line of the budget, but it has caused
countries, we are facing a problem with a greater proportiom delay of in excess of two years.
of our population being in the aged bracket, where they will  The Hon. WA. Matthew interjecting:
need care in the future. However, | do not want to canvass Mr WILLIAMS: And the costs have gone up significant-
that issue now. ly. The member for Colton talked to the local council (the

One of the problems in country areas for a long time hagvattle Range Council); and | commend it and other councils
been the lack of aged care beds. This involves two issuei my electorate and other country areas that are contributing
One is simply a lack of aged care beds. The other is thab aged care. But the money that was raised in the local
sometimes the available aged care beds are in the wron@mmunity was significant two years ago: it is far less
place. That has made it very difficult for families in rural significant now. The contribution by the community,
communities, because almost by definition rural communitiealthough well-intended and significant at the time, has also
are isolated. As has been experienced at Millicent and at thgeen diluted by the two year delay, and that is most unfortu-
existing facility at Sheoak Lodge over the years, when peoplaate. A significant number of the people whom | represent
become frail and in need of nursing home or other institutionand who have been in need of the sort of care provided by
alised aged care, a bed may not be available in the locahis project have missed out because the project has been
community and they are transferred to another communitydelayed for so long, and that will be to this government’s
Often that is quite distant from their local community andeternal shame.
family and loved ones. Of course, those who are left behind But | certainly commend the project. As | said, | thank the
are, by definition, generally of the same age and have gre@ublic Works Committee. There were no delays by the
difficulty moving substantial distances to visit loved onescommittee. | think it did its work in a timely fashion. But the
when they are in a community remote from their home towndepartment that presented the project to the committee was
I have even had the experience of husband and wife teamgheduled to do so before Christmas last year and did not turn
being split up because one may require nursing home care gp. They were not ready because they thought the govern-
aged care of the institutional variety and a bed is found in anent would change the system so that projects of this size
community remote from their home— would no longer have to go before the committee.

Mr Brindal interjecting: Time expired.

Mr WILLIAMS: Unfortunately, | would like to be able
to blame this Labor government, but this has been an ongoing Mr VENNING (Schubert): | support the motion moved
problem for a number of years, and it is being addressed. Alsy the member for Colton as Chairman of the Public Works
| say, quite often the spouse may require the same sort @ommittee. This has been yet another successful reference.
treatment and be shipped to a remote location in the othéfeel quite strongly about this project because it was already
direction. That has caused problems for aged people in o@wonderful community asset before the addition of this new
rural communities. Itis imperative that we get these aged carfacility. This is an expanded facility and will free up the acute
facilities constructed so that we have beds available. Howhospital beds, as both the Chairman of the committee and the
ever, one of the other problems is that the recurrent fundinghember for MacKillop have just said. The most important

for aged care facilities is based on bed occupancy. thing, as | highlighted in my speech in this place yesterday,
Mr Brindal interjecting: is that it enables people who are unable to look after senior
Mr WILLIAMS: Yes, itis. So if you have a couple of members of their family at home, in good conscience, to put
vacant beds you lose the recurrent— their aged loved one in care which is close and within their

Mrs Geraghty: What about the federal government?  community. Doing so is bad enough, but when they have to

Mr WILLIAMS: That is what | am talking about. This send their loved ones many kilometres away because such a
is a federal government issue. | am just pointing out thafacility is not available, it becomes a double blow to the
because of the way in which the recurrent funding works théamily. Of course, many families just do not do it: they keep
managers work diligently to keep up their bed occupancytheir loved ones at home because they will not see them taken
This is what exacerbates the problem: when you are in negd another community. The traumas of the break from the
of a bed in a country community, quite often it is not home are bad enough without their having to travel so far
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away. For the people of Millicent and area this is a wonderful STAMP DUTIES (MISCELLANEOUS)

asset, and this extension certainly will be very much appreci- AMENDMENT BILL

ated. It is a great facility and will be improved by the new

Sheoak Lodge extension. TheHon. M .J. Atkinson, for the Hon. K.O. FOLEY

I am enjoying my work on the Public Works Committee— (Treasurer), obtained Ieaye and introduced a bi]l forl an act
going to see the site, looking at the hospital and seeing wh#® amend the Stamp Duties Act 1923. Read a first time.
they are doing. Itis certainly a very interesting and important The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: | move:
role for a parliamentary committee. However, | cannotletgo  That this bill be now read a second time.
of the opportunity to again stress to the parliament that veryseek leave to have the second reading explanation inserted
few of the facilities (particularly after seeing Murray Bridge i Hansard without my reading it.
and now Millicent) would come anywhere near the serious | gave granted.

category of the Angaston 'hospltal, yet it seems to slide away. The Stamp Duties (Miscellaneous) Amendment Bill 2004 (“the

But, I return to the subject at hand. | was pleased to havgill") contains a number of amendments to t&amp Duties Act
some personal input into this project, and this is where th&923 (‘the Act”) to implement new and clarify existing exemptions
Public Works Committee is unique. Not only does it enablednd concessions, confirm the operation of existing provisions and

. . ' . make other minor administrative changes to update the State's tax-

the scrutiny of all these projects by members of parliamentyion jaws.
but also committee members bring their own personal | will deal with each of the amendments to the Act in turn.
expertise to bear in relation to investigating these projects. The first amendment to the Act is to ensure that the electronic
The members of the committee are diverse and all have thdidgement of an application to register or transfer the registration of

T ; ; a motor vehicle under thdotor Vehicles Act 1959 (“the MV Act”)
individual strengths, which often come to the fore. My input. subject to duty.

is usually in relation to nuts and bolts, plumbing, light bulbs, ™ " jate 2001, the then Minister for Transport and Urban Planning
air conditioning and heating issues, and that sort of thing. entered into a contract with EDS (Australia) Pty Ltd to jointly de-

| raised the point that in a building such as this we shoulq(e'(’p and implement Electronic Commerce facilities ("EC facili-
ies”) for motor vehicle dealers, local government and insurers (“the

consider putting in dual plumbing. As members know, wherhaicipants™), as agents for Transport SA. These facilities include
you are erecting a building it costs little more to lay an extrathe processing of certain registration and licensing transactions, such

pipe under the floor or in the wall. as applications for the registration, transfer and renewal of registra-
Anh abl ber interiecting: tions of motor vehicles via the Internet or Interactive Voice Response
n honourable member interjecting: (IVR) technology.

Mr VENNING: Several. Even though you may not  Applications for both the registration and transfer of registration
initially plan to use or connect them, it is easy to go back apf motor vehicles will be processed via EC facilities with participants

o . required to forward the written application for registration or the
a later date and connect them externally. This is partlcularlyfansfer of registration of a motor vehicle to the Registrar of Motor

relevant now when we are looking at piping in not justyvehicles. Itis reasonable to expect that, over time, there will be no
potable water but also recycled water to be used in toilets angked for these written applications.

from other non-drinking or washing purposes. RevenueSA is a significant stakeholder in the EC project, as
. . Lo Transport SA is an agent for RevenueSA in the collection of stamp
Mr Brindal interjecting: duty on the registration or transfer of registration of motor vehicles.

Mr VENNING: Not grey water, because it is untreated,  Therefore, itis proposed that the Act be amended so that where

but recycled water. It can be used in the toilet cistern and fofPplications for the registration or transfer of registration of motor
) vehicles are made by means of an electronic communication

other industrial uses within the hospital and facility. S0 twogpnroved by the Registrar of Motor Vehicles, that electronic
systems are going in and there can be two systems going Ougmmunication is taken to be an instrument, which is chargeable
The grey water from showers, hand basins, kitchens and thvth stamp duty. ) _
like goes out and, of course, black water from the toilets goes_ This opportunity is also being taken to make a number of minor

- nd technical amendments to clarify the operation of existing motor
out separately. It is easy to recycle the grey water but, ofJfice brovisions and exemption;yin et 9

course, the black water cannot be recycled in or near a facility * The second amendmentis to remove the requirement that stamp
such as this. | was very pleased to note in the final wash-uguty payable on an application to register or transfer the registration
that this idea will be taken up and the facility will be plumbed of @ motor vehicle must be separately denoted on the certificate of

; ; registration of a vehicle.
with dual plumbing. The current motor vehicle registration process displays the total

| think that it is a great idea. | hope that every futurefee receipted for a transaction. It does not contain a cash register
project will consider this, because ripping holes in walls andmprint of the stamp duty paid (as a separate component of the total
digging under floors to put this in at a later time would incurfee%tai: [ﬁggggg d“R?aetrt}]hee'gg{rgg;Fr’;‘é‘r’:gg’gzgftﬁg‘f tﬁ((:at.stamp duty
a h.uge cost anq, In many mstaryces, 'tJus.t WOU|_d not happelaayable in respect of an application to register a motor vehicle or
This is the Public Works Committee working at its best. | amtransfer the registration of a motor vehicle does not have to be
very pleased that we have had some input and that it has beeeparately shown as a cash register imprint on the certificate of
recognised. | am pleased that this project is eventually goinog;)%'ftﬁggrn- tThri]r% tof:;'t feere%%ﬁlea rfg“;ésé:?ngsggﬁsé%ﬂge%u% £
ahead after the delay, as the member for MaCK".IOp Jusf[ sal onti%ue toybe dengtedyore the certificate of registration.
not like the Kapunda homes issue, as | mentioned in MYy " The third amendment is to limit the exemption currently available
speech yesterday. That project has been stalled for over respect of a motor vehicle held in the name of a totally or
12 months. It is very similar to this project in many ways— permanently incapacitated (“TPI”) person to only one motor vehicle

identical in some ways—but there is one difference: the?wned by that person at any given time. .
An exemption from stamp duty is currently available on an

Kapunda homes project was totally funded by the local,jication to register or transfer the registration of a motor vehicle
people. Why would you have this delay for over a yearor ex-servicemen who are totally or permanently incapacitated as
Why? It is a 12 months delay by this bureaucracy, and the result of their service. There is currently no restriction on the
minister sitting in the chair was part of this. Before he waghumber of vehicles in respect of which a TPI person can receive the

: f ; exemption.
shuffled away he was involved with this problem. This is an unintended outcome and conflicts with another

Debate adjourned. exemption in the Act, where a person is eligible for a stamp duty



Wednesday 5 May 2004 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 2055

exemption in respect of an application to register or transfer theeceive goro-rata refund of the stamp duty on renewal certificates
registration of a motor vehicle where the person has lost the use ébr compulsory third party insurance.
one or both of their legs and as a consequence is permanently unable The Act provides an exemption from stamp duty on the renewal
to use public transport, provided the person is the owner of theertificates for compulsory third party insurance where the applica-
vehicle and it will be used predominantly for transporting thattion for registration is made by a person entitled under the MV Act
person. This exemption only applies to one vehicle owned by théo have the motor vehicle registered at a reduced fee.
disabled person at any one time. The MV Act states that the registration fee for a motor vehicle
The fourth amendment provides relief from stamp duty forwill be reduced by the prescribed amount if the Registrar of Motor
spouses or former spouses, includifefacto partners, where the Vehicles is satisfied that a motor vehicle is owned by a person who
registration of a motor vehicle has lapsed and an application tas a result of service in a naval, military or air force of Her Majesty,
register a motor vehicle is lodged with the Registration ands totally or permanently incapacitated, or is blind, or has lost a leg
Licensing Administration Branch, Transport SA. or foot, or receives under the laws of the Commonwealth relating to
The Act currently provides a stamp duty exemption for instru-repatriation, a pension at the rate for total incapacity, or a pension
ments, the sole effect of which is to transfer the registration of @ranted by reason of impairment of the power of locomotion at a rate
motor vehicle between spouses or former spouses. This provisid?f not less than 75 per cent of the rate for total incapacity.
was introduced to provide relief to both legally married dadacto _ The MV Act provides the Registrar of Motor Vehicles with a
partners in circumstances where motor vehicles are transferred giscretion to refund part of a registration fee where the owner of the
part of property settlements and the Commissioner of State Taxatiofehicle becomes entitled to an exemption from, or reduction of
(“the Commissioner”) is satisfied that the relevant instrument hagegistration fees, at any time during the period for which the vehicle
been executed as a result of the irretrievable breakdown of the parti&feg_lStefed- ) o
marriage ofde facto relationship. Itis proposed to provide a similaro-rata refund of the stamp
On a strict interpretation of the exemption, spouses are ndduty on renewal certificates for compulsory third party insurance.
entitled to an exemption in circumstances where the registration of The eighth amendment merely ensures that Councils continue to
a motor vehicle has lapsed and subsequently an application f§ceive an exemption from stamp duty on the registration or transfer
register a motor vehicle is lodged with the Registration andof registration of their motor vehicles following the enactment of the
Licensing Administration Branch, Transport SA, as opposed to ah-0cal Government Act 1999, which replaces thieocal Government
application to transfer the registration. Act 1934. o
Clearly, it is not intended to deny spouses or former spouses a , The ninth amendment allows the Commissioner to seek a
stamp duty exemption in these circumstances. Accordingly, it id/aluation or appoint a valuer, where the Commissioner is of the

proposed that the Act be amended to correct this unintende@Pinion that the amount declared in an application to register or
outcome transfer the registration of a motor vehicle is not the true value of the
. " motor vehicle.

The fifth amendment removes the potential for double duty, The current motor vehicle provisions in the Act do not provide

where another instrument transferring property in the motor vehicl o - - ) : - ;
: L : -~ ~The Commissioner with the discretion to obtain a valuation or appoint
exists, but has not been lodged for stamping prior to an appllca\tlo‘,Jl valuer in these circumstances.

to register or transfer the registration of the vehicle. . . - .
. . ; I The tenth amendment seeks to align the exemption provisions in
An exemption from stamp duty is provided on any applicationy,e act with the new Parts VIIIA and VIIIB of théamily Law
to register or to transfer the registration of a motor vehicle wher mendment Act 2000 (Cth), which came into operation on 27
duty has already been paid on another instrument by which thBecember 2000 and 28 December 2002 respectively.
property in the motor vehicle was legally or equitably transferred to These amendments also extend the exemption provisions to

the appllcant. - — .. _include co-habitation agreements made pursuant to the South
Itis not reasonable that the timing of an application to registes siralianDe Facto Relationships Act 1996 where persons have co-
or transfer registration of a motor vehicle in these circumstanceggpited continuously ate facto partners for at least three years.
determines whether or not the exemption will apply. For example, " The proposed amendments exempt from stamp duty instruments
the exemption will apply where an applicant executes an agreemeagiat effect the disposition of property, including interests in
transferring property in a motor vehicle, lodges the agreement a{,nerannuation, between married partiesderfcto partners during
RevenueSA, payad valoremduty, and then registers the vehicle at o after dissolution of marital ale facto relationships.
Transport SA. However, the exemption will not apply if the applicant g gleventh amendment seeks to address a drafting matter
registers the vehicle at Transport SA, prior to lodging the agreemer}ltrising from an amendment made to Schedule 2 of the Act by the
at RevenueSA. _ _ Satutes Amendment (Cor porations-Financial Services Reform) Act
The sixth amendment removes the potential for avoidance 0002, That Act amended the terminology in the principal Act to take
stamp duty by primary producers, in circumstances where a primaryto account the new concept fiancial product. An amendment
producer has obtained conditional registration under the MV Act. o an exemption in Schedule 2 that replaced the word "security" with
An application to register a motor vehicle is exempt from duty"“financial product" has caused some uncertainty as to the scope of
where immediately before the date on which the application is madehe provision. The amendment was not supposed to alter the effect
the motor vehicle was registered in the name of the applicant (angdf the provision and so it is proposed to clarify the matter by again
not in the name of any other person). This ensures that stamp dutgferring to a security (being a security similar to those already
is not payable each time a motor vehicle is re-registered in the samgentioned in the provision).
name. I would like to thank the various Industry Bodies and taxation
The same exemption applies if an applicant satisfies the Registraractitioners who have made their time available to consult on the
of Motor Vehicles that, immediately before the date on which thedevelopment of a number of the proposals contained in this Bill. The
application is made, the motor vehicle was registered in the name @overnment is very appreciative of their contribution.
the applicant (and not in the name of any other person) under the law | commend this Bill to Honourable Members.
of another State or Territory of the Commonwealth and the applicant EXPLANATION OF CLAUSES
was a resident of, or carried on a business in that State or Territory. Part 1—Preliminary
The Act also provides an exemption from stamp duty payablein Clause 1. Short title
respect of an application to conditionally register a motor vehicleThis clause is formal.
under the MV Act. The conditional registration provisions ofthe MV Clause 2: Commencement
Act enable a primary producer to conditionally register a vehicle thathis clause provides that the measure will come into operation on
is being used between two parcels of land, which are being worked day to be fixed by proclamation (other than the amendment made
on by the primary producer. by clause 10(8) of the Bill which is appropriate to bring into
The potential for stamp duty avoidance arises when a primargperation on assent).
producer obtains conditional registration under the MV Act, which  Clause 3: Amendment provisions
is exempt from stamp duty and then fully registers the vehicle and his clause is formal.
obtains a further exemption from stamp duty because of the previous Part 2—Amendment of Stamp Duties Act 1923
mentioned exemptions. The proposed amendment is intended to Clause 4: Amendment of section 42A—! nterpretation
close this potential loophole. Section 42A contains definitions for the purposes of the division of
The seventh amendment allows a person who is entitled undehe Act dealing with motor vehicle registration. This clause inserts
the MV Act to receive gro-rata refund of registration fees, to also subsection (2), which allows an applicant for registration, or transfer
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of registration, of a motor vehicle to make the application by ameans Clause 10: Amendment of Schedule 2—Stamp duties and

of electronic communication approved by the Registrar of Motorexemptions

Vehicles. If an applicant makes application by an approved meang;lause 10 amends a number of the provisions of Schedule 2 relating
the electronic communication is taken to be an instrument executed applications for registration or transfer of motor vehicles.

by the applicant and is chargeable with duty as an application for The amendment to exemption 6 made by subclause (1) removes

registration or transfer of registration. o the possibility of an applicant being required to pay duty on a
Clause 5: Amendment of section 42B—Duty on applicationsfor transfer or registration instrument when duty has been paid or is
motor vehicle registration or transfer of registration payable on any other instrument for the same transfer or registration.

This clause inserts into section 42B a number of new subsections Subclauses (2) and (6) replace references to ltbeal
after subsection (1). The existing subsection (1a) is therefor&overnment Act 1934 with references to the 1999 Act.
redesignated as subsection (1d) (and a consequential amendment isThe amendments made by subclauses (3) and (7) have the effect
also made to subsection (2)). of limiting the stamp duty exemption available to a person entitled
The effect of the new subsections is to allow the Commissioneto a reduced registration fee under section 38 oMiotor \ehicles
to obtain a valuation of a vehicle, at the cost of the applicant forAct 1959 to one vehicle. That is, such a person is not entitled to the
registration of the vehicle, if the Commissioner is not satisfied thagxemption if he or she is already enjoying the benefit of the
the amount stated as the value of the vehicle in the applicatioaxemption in respect of another motor vehicle.
reflects the market value of the vehicle. The Commissioner may then Exemption 15 applies in relation to any application to register a
assess the duty payable by reference to the valuation. motor vehicle where the vehicle was, immediately before the date
The amendment to section 42B(2a) made by this clause remové$ which the application is made, registered in the name of the
the requirement that the amount aty paid by a person on an applicant. By virtue of the amendment proposed under subclause (4),
application to register or transfer a vehicle be denoted on th#is exemption will not apply if the vehicle wasonditionally
certificate or transfer form but substitutes a requirement that the tot&egistered under section 25 of thdotor \Vehicles Act 1959
amount paid by the person on the application be denoted. immediately before the date on which the application is made.
This clause also inserts a new subsection (2b). This subsection The amendment made by subclause (8) addresses a drafting
clarifies that section 6 of the Act, which requires that the paymentnatter arising from th&atutes Amendment (Cor poration-Financial
of duty on an instrument is to be denoted on the instrument by afervices Reform) Act 2002 to clarify the scope of an exemption
impressed stamp, does not apply in relation to an application tgnder clause 3(2). This amendment is to have immediate effect from
register a motor vehicle or transfer the registration of a moto@ssent.
Vehgl'e' 6 Insertion of section 42CA Mr BRINDAL : | rise on a point of order, Madam Acting
ACA R nsertion of section Speaker. As the Attorney has introduced this bill on behalf
.Refund of duty on eligibility for reduced fee f th inist d ks at t th f
Section 42CA permits the Commissioner to refund to the owner of anotherminister and seexs, at present, the concurrence o
a vehicle part of the component of duty paid in respect of arthe house to insert the second reading and explanation of
application for registration of a vehicle relating to a policy of clauses intoHansard without his reading it, 1 ask for
insurance. The Commissioner may permit a refund if satisfied thag|arification. Will the second reading explanation be inserted

the owner of the vehicle has become entitled to an exemption fro i ;
or reduction of, registration fees payable underNtator \ehicles "In the name of the absent minister or in the name of the

Act 1959 at any time during the period for which the vehicle is Attorney-General? It is a speech to this house, and it is a

registered. matter of who is delivering this speech and who can be
Clause 7: Substitution of section 71CA . questioned on it.
71CA.Exemption from duty in respect of Family Law instruments The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! This is not a debate.

This clause recasts section 71CA, which currently provides ahere js no point of order. The honourable member seeks

exemption from duty for maintenance agreements and certain oth e . . - -
documents under thigamily Law Act 1975 of the Commonwealth larification. Any minister is entitled to introduce any matter

in certain circumstances, by extending this exemption to othein relation to government business.

instruments under that Act. The definition of "Family Law agree- Mr BRINDAL: In whose name will the explanation be
ment" now includes a maintenance agreement, a financial agreemgfAkerted?

or a splitting agreement. These terms are separately defined In . .

sectior??ngA(l?. The section also provides an egemptign for deeds 1 NE@ACTING SPEAKER: It will be in the name of the
or other instruments executed by trustees of superannuation fundgtorney.

to give effect to, or consequential on, a Family Law agreement, a

Family Law order or a relevant provision of an Act or law (State or ~ The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW secured the adjournment
Commonwealth) relating to the transfer or disposition of property or, f the debate

any entitlements on account of a Family Law agreement or Famil;? :

Law order. Mr BRINDAL : I rise on a point of order, Madam Acting
Section 71CA, as recast by this clause, is in other respectSpeaker. The Attorney sought leave for the second reading

substantially the same as the existing section. explanation to be inserted Hansard and leave has not yet
Clause 8: Amendment of section 71CB—Exemption fromduty in been granted by the house.

respect of certain transfers between spouses or former spouses The ACTING SPEAKER: Leave was granted. The chair

Section 71CB(2) currently provides an exemption from stamp dut Lo

for an instrum(en)t that hagt%e sole effect of tEansferring an irrl)tere ad indicated that leave had been granted and there was no
in the matrimonial home or registration of a motor vehicle betweerPPPOSINg VOICE.

parties who are spouses or former spouses. This clause amends that

subsection by extending the exemption to an instrument of which the LAND AND BUSINESS (SALE AND

sole effect is to register a motor vehicle in the name of a person
whose spouse or former spouse was the last registered owner of the CONVEYANCING) (MISCELLANEOUS)

vehicle, either alone or jointly with the person in whose name the AMENDMENT BILL
vehicle is to be registered.

Clause 9: Insertion of section 71CBA TheHon. M .J. ATKINSON (Minister for Consumer
71CBA.Exemption from duty in respect of cohabitation agreements ~ Affairs) obtained leave and introduced a bill for an act to
or property adjustment orders amend the Land and Business (Sale and Conveyancing) Act

This clause inserts a new section. Section 71CBA provides alggy Read a first time

exemption from stamp duty in respect of cohabitation agreements ' ) . )

and property adjustment orders underfesFacto Relationships Act TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | move:

1996. This section is in similar terms to the new section 71CA,  That this bill be now read a second time.

proposed to be inserted by clause 7, but provides an exemption . .

instruments relating to agreements in respect of de facto relatiorﬁ?he Land and Business (Sale and Conveyancing) Act 1994

ships. (the act) regulates dealing in land, particularly the sale of
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land. The act provides for mandatory disclosures by vendoria the intervening period and the inflated subsequent sale price was
to purchasers in the form of vendor statements (often referrdgstified, the disclosure provision is a useful tool for alerting pur-

. : VoA ) hasers to look more closely at the transaction, for example, to ask
to as the "section 7 statement’ or ‘form 1 statement) ancfor further information about why the vendor is selling so soon after

cooling-off rights for the purchase of land. The bill makesrchase and to be alert to any problems with the property that may
minor amendments to the act to improve its operationshave prompted the fast disposal, as well as to the possibility of
specifically amendments to: profiteering. . . .

- close an apparent loophole in section 7(1)(b)(ii) of that Accordingly, the Bill amends section 7 to ensure that the details

h d h ired of any transaction entered into by the vendor in the previous 12
act, to ensure thata vendor who acquired a property or alionths for the purposes of acquiring the property must be disclosed,

option to purchase a property within the previouseven where the vendor has not obtained title to the land as such in
12 months is required to disclose that fact and the pricéhe 12 month period.
paid for the property to prospective purchasers; and Consequential amendments will also be required to the Regu-

. ; . lations under the Act.
clarify that agents are permitted to apply for an exemption™ = . o section 23 exemption applications

under section 23(3) of the act from the application of  gection 23 of the Act prohibits land agents and their officers or
section 23(1), which prohibits an agent having a direct oemployees from having an interest in the purchase of a property they
indirect interest in the purchase of land that the agent igre commissioned to sell. However, section 23(3) allows an

commissioned to sell- and exemption to be made where itis an employee or officer of an agent

that has the interest in the purchase of the property.

amend the regulation making power in section 41 of the " he Office of Consumer and Business Affairs (OCBA) has
act to enable the making of regulations to fix fees undetletermined that it currently takes approximately four to five hours

the act.

of work to process one section 23 exemption. OCBA has determined

| seek leave to have the balance of my second readingat it cannot afford to ignore these extra work pressures without

explanation incorporated idansard without my reading it.
Leave granted.

Disclosure of recent transactions
Section 7(1)(b)(ii) ofLand and Business (Sale and Conveyan-

taching a fee.

Presently there is no power in the Act enabling a regulation to be
made to prescribe fees for exemption applications. The Billamends
the regulation-making power in s 41 of the Act to include a power
to make regulations under the Act to prescribe fees to be paid for any

cing) Act 1994 (the Act) requires the vendor statement to contain"”'atterI “”dgr thé’ A%t. 2 is inft.end'fed tfhat a Regulation I.then be
particulars of any transactions involving transfer of title to the landPromulgated under the Act to fix a fee for exemption applications

where the vendor has obtained title to the land within 12 month4®
before the contract for sale, including details of the price for which
the property was bought. This disclosure limits the ability of the
vendor to profiteer.

recover the costs of processing these applications.

Section 23 exemption applications

Section 23(3) allows an exemption to be made where it is an
employee or officer of an agent that has the interest in the purchase

It has become apparent recently that there is a loophole in thigf the property. Although it can be argued that there may be less of
disclosure provision that is being exploited by unscrupulous person L conflict of interest where it is an employee of an agent, rather than

In one case brought to my attention land was bought and sol

e agent himself, that has the interest in the property, in practice, an

within three days without any disclosure by the vendor of thisdgent who has incorporated his or her business and is a director of

transaction. The vendor was probably not in breach of the disclosu
provision in theLand and Business (Sale and Conveyancing) Act
1994 because the vendor did not “obtain title”, as referred to in

e business will be able to obtain an exemption pursuant to section
3(3) as an officer of the agent company. It is anomalous that an
agent who is a natural person is unable to obtain an exemption under

section 7(1)(b)(ii), before entering into the contract with the |Our-thi|s provision. Also, i?] may cases itIW!" be the agent's employee
chaser, rather the vendor had at that time only an option to purchaS@I€S representative handling the sale in any event.

the land.

Another case brought to my attention was of apparent abuse
the provision by an unscrupulous person who was taking advanta%f
of vulnerable consumers and perpetrating alleged fraud on financi
institutions. This person would buy properties then on-sell them t
vulnerable consumers in such a way that the consumer did not ne
to pay a deposit. For example, a property would be bought fo

The practice in assessing applications for exemptions under
Section 23(3) is to require evidence of the informed consent of the
ndor or vendors to the exemption as well as requiring a valuation
the property from a valuer of the vendor’s choice before providing
&onsent. This process ensures that vendors are protected against the
Ligks of the agent having a conflict of interest, while allowing
yendors the freedom to proceed with a sale in circumstances where

$100 000 but offered to the unsuspecting purchaser for $160 008.S In their interests to do so.

Allegedly, a further inflated sale price of $200 000 would be stated

The proposed amendment will make it clear that agents, as well

in the loan application, along with a false declaration that the pur@S their officers and employees, may be granted exemptions under

chaser had paid a $40 000 deposit to the seller. In this way the bari€
was allegedly induced to loan $160 000 on the belief that this was
75% of the property value—a satisfactory loan to value ratio. In
effect, though, the property was only worth $100 000 and the
purchaser has been induced to pay far in excess of that by the op-
portunity to buy the property without needing to put up part of the
purchase price. The purchaser is unlikely to recoup the purchase
phricle if he or she sells and the bank has taken inadequate security for
the loan.

In the latter case, the price for which the seller has notionally
bought the property is not being disclosed to the purchasers. The
seller is able to exploit a loophole in the recent-transactions dis-
closure provision because the seller does not actually obtain title to
the property before sale. Rather, the seller enters into a contract to
purchase the property in favour of himself “and/or nominee” and
then assigns the contract to the purchaser before settlement. It is not
uncommon for property sale contracts to be executed in favour of a
party “and/or nominee”, where the party executing the contract is
acting as agent for another, or where it is intended to assign their
interest in the contract to another person, however, usually the
contract value is the same on assignment.

In both of the above examples, the disclosure of details of the
recent dealings with the property would have alerted the purchaser
that the purchase price was suspect. Even if it could be argued in
certain cases (other than the latter example) that the market had risen

ction 23.
| commend the bill to members.

EXPLANATION OF CLAUSES
Part 1—Preliminary
1—Short title
This clause is formal.
2—Commencement
This clause provides that the measure will come into
operation on a day to be fixed by proclamation.
3—Amendment provisions
This clause is formal.
Part 2—Amendment of Land and Business (Sale and
Conveyancing) Act 1994
4—Amendment of section 7—Particulars to be
supplied to purchaser of land befor e settlement
Section 7(1) of the.and and Business (Sale and Con-
veyancing) Act 1994 provides that a vendor of land must,
at least 10 clear days before the date of settlement,
provide the purchaser of the land with a statement setting
out certain information. Under paragraph (b)(ii) of section
7, the vendor must, if he or she obtained title to the land
within 12 months before the date of the contract of sale,
provide the purchaser with particulars prescribed by
regulation of all transactions involving transfer of title to
the land occurring within that 12 month period.



2058 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Wednesday 5 May 2004

Under proposed section 7(1)(b) as amended by thiof gas that was available for supply to them under Ministerial
clause, a vendor of land who acquired a relevant interesbirections from Moomba would do so on terms and conditions that
in the land within 12 months before the date of the appeared fair, in particular at a price that did not allow an affected
contract of sale will be required to disclose to the pur-retailer to profit from the emergency situation.

chaser of the land all transactions relating to the acqui- The amendments are designed to ensure that all appropriate
sition of the interest occurring within the 12 month investigative, enforcement and recovery measures are available to
period. Under new subsection (5), the expression  government. The public interest requires that there must be com-
quired a relevant interest is defined to mean, in relation pliance with Ministerial Directions (given “to ensure the most
to land, obtained title to the land, obtained an option toefficient and appropriate use of the available gas”). The government
purchase the land, entered into a contract to purchase thelso considers it to be in the public interest that it should have all
land or obtained an interest in the land of a categorynecessary power to investigate whether those large customers that

prescribed by regulation.

5—Amendment of section 23—Agent and employees
not to have interest in land or business that agent
commissioned to sell

have faced increased costs for top-up gas over the temporary gas
rationing period have been unlawfully exploited.

Accordingly, the Bill contains provisions designed to put it be-
yond argument that the Minister can require information to be

Section 23(1) and (2) prohibit agents, or officers or provided for the purpose of enforcement of the Temporary Gas
employees of agents, from having a direct or indirectRationing provisions in the Act and regulations that relate to
interest in the purchase of land or a business that the agesémporary gas rationing, including regulation 22. The power to
is commissioned to sell. (Exceptions are made for therequire information expressly includes the power to require a retailer
interests that exist in the agent’s capacity as agent or affected by Ministerial Directions to conduct an audit of its
person’s office or employment.) Section 23(3) providescompliance with the regulations and to report the results of that audit
that the Minister may exempt a person from the applica-to the Minister.
tion of subsection (2) in relation to the purchase of  The High Court has held that in Australian common law a body
specified land or a specified business. This clause amen@®rporate does not have a legal privilege against self-incrimination.
section 23 by substituting a new subsection (3) that is subNatural persons have such a privilege and statutory law generally
stantially the same as the existing provision but providesensures that they are not required to provide information that may
that the Minister may also exempt an agent from theincriminate them of an offence. Although it is expected that only
application of subsection (1). . corporations would be required to provide specified information or
6—Amendment of section 41—Regulations documents, the Bill also safeguards the rights of natural persons by
The amendment made to section 41 by this clause has theroviding that if a natural person is required to provide information
effect of allowing the Governor to make regulations or documents, the information or documents provided will not be
fixing fees in respect of any matter under the Act andadmissible in criminal proceedings against him or her (other than
provide for payment, recovery or waiver of those fees. proceedings for making a false or misleading statement). Similarly
TheHon. W.A. MATTHEW secured the adjournment adirector of a corporation that is required to provide information or
documents cannot have that information or documentation used in
of the debate. proceedings against him or her. Directors are also excluded from the
criminal liability that, under section 89 of the Act, would normally
flow from the conviction of the corporation of an offence against this
Act. The government believes these provisions will maximise the
flow of relevant information without jeopardising the protections
against self-incrimination that normally and properly apply to natural
persons.
| foreshadow now that the Gas Regulations will be further
move: amended to make it an offence for an affected retailer not to re-pay
That this bill be now read a second time. a customer who has been overcharged contrary to regulation 22.
. . It may be that inquiries will reveal nothing that indicates an
I seek leave to have the second reading explanation insert@gfence has been committed. Certainly, present indications are that

GAS (TEMPORARY RATIONING) AMENDMENT
BILL

Second reading.
TheHon. PF. CONLON (Minister for Energy): |

in Hansard without my reading it.
Leave granted.

This Bill makes further provision with respect to temporary gas,

rationing under Part 3 Division 5 of the Gas Act 1997.

Ministerial Directions have been complied with and those in the gas
supply chain have cooperated in efforts to best deal with the very
difficult situation that faced us. Nonetheless, the government
considers these amendments should be made to ensure adequate
rovision for investigation, and if need be for criminal enforcement

The explosion at Moomba on 1 January 2004 would have ha

quite devastating effects on South Australia had it not been for thg,,+

fact that the new SEAGAS transmission pipeline, sourcing gas from
Victoria, was able to be brought into operation at additional capacity
sooner than planned. My government is very grateful for the efforts
of all those involved in that exercise.

Perhaps unsurprisingly given the timing of these events, contracts
for the supply of gas to the mass market were based on the avail-
ability of supply from Moomba. Although we were fortunate that gas
sourced from Victoria was available in larger volumes than planned,
the cost of securing additional gas from Victoria has been higher
from 1 January than the costs of the same quantities of gas sourced
from Moomba would have been. This, added to the serious shortfall
of gas as a result of the Moomba explosion and repairs, put the
continuation of gas supply to customers at considerable risk.

As full retail competition in a practical sense does not yet exist,
consumers whose consumption at a single site is less than 10
terajoules per year currently have the benefit of Ministerially
determined maximum prices. The government was keen to ensure
that those smaller customers would continue to be supplied and at
a prices no greater than the maximum prices currently in operation.
The government was also keen to ensure that its efforts to minimise
disruption to larger customers would not result in an affected retailer
being able to make a profit on the cost of additional “top-up” gas
secured. A special regulation was made on 15 January, regulation 22
of the Gas Regulations, to support the continued supply of top-up gas
via the SEAGAS transmission pipeline on the basis that those
affected customers who wished to take gas in excess of the quantity

nd for recovery by customers of payments in excess of those
ully allowed.

I commend the Bill to Members.

EXPLANATION OF CLAUSES

Part 1—Preliminary

1—Short title

This clause is formal.

2—Commencement

The measure is to be commenced by proclamation. However,
clauses 5 and 9 are proposed to commence 15 January 2004,
the day on which new regulation 22 of the Gas Regulations
was made (see the explanation for clause 9 below).
3—Amendment provisions

This clause is formal.

Part 2—Amendment of Gas Act 1997

4—Amendment of section 37A—Minister’'s power to
requireinformation or documents

This clause is designed to clarify the scope of the Minister's
power to require information for the purposes of Part 3
Division 5 of the Act (Temporary gas rationing). The new
wording spells out that information or documents may be
required to determine the sufficiency of gas supply, frame
directions, plan for the future exercise of powers under
Division 5 or otherwise administer or enforce Division 5 (or
regulations made for the purposes of Division 5). In addition,
a new subsection makes it clear that the Minister may require
a seller of gas affected by directions under Division 5 to
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conduct an audit of the seller's compliance with regulations  Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): Thank you, Mr Deputy
g}%ﬁg ?Jémoptur{gfﬁﬁs?éf)lws'on5and to report the resultSpeaker. It is quite an interesting analogy when you talk
The penalty for failure to comply with a requirement to give about m%kmgf't bﬁ/ %half a heﬁ.d ?)rllld ‘lNhalt V\;]ere thfe_og_ds, %nd
information or produce documents is increased from $20 000 0N and so forth, because this bill clearly has a fair bitto do
to $100 000. with gambling.

A requirement must be complied with even though the  Mr Hanna interjecting:

information or document would tend to incriminate the M BROKENSHIRE: As the member for Mitchell said,

person of an offence. However, the information or documen - -
will not be able to be used for the prosecution of a director orEt must be the odds that are fixed and not other aspects being

other natural person, other than for an offence relating to thénanipulated.
making of a false or misleading statement . The DEPUTY SPEAKER: It is impossible to hear
5—Insertion of sections 37AB and 37AC because the members for Goyder and Kavel are having a chat.

A new section 37AB is inserted to make it clear that regu- . ; ; ;
lations may be made for the purposes of Part 3 Division 5— M r. BROKENSHl RE: That is what the par".‘"‘me”t IS
making provision relating to contractual relations between@P0Ut: it is about checks and balances and what is happening
customers and sellers of gas affected by directions undewith an industry. Of course, we all know that the industry,
Division 5; particularly the thoroughbred and harness racing industries,

_requiring sellers of gas affected by directions underis yery important to South Australia. Most colleagues would
Division 5 to repay to customers any amounts that under apy

plicable contractual terms were not payable by the customer&NOW that I personally am not one of those involved with, or
prescribing a penalty not exceeding $10 000 for contra*vho supports, gambling. | do realise, however, that the racing
vention of a regulation made for the purposes of Division 5.industry is very big economically for South Australia. In fact,
’(;lcel\;¥i Sﬁgtflgpa3z(§nBtr§Célﬁlltfgi tgfeD'\i/\I/Iigligtr?gs consent to pros-certainly until recent times, it was the third largest industry
6—Amendment of section 62—Appointment of author- 1 South Australia. Therefore, it is an industry of which the
ised officers parliament needs to take notice and to which it needs to give
Amendments are made to have authorised officers availablgue consideration when issues affect it.
to assist the Minister in the enforcement of Part 3 Division 5. Without dwelling too long on it, this bill has resulted from
7—Amendment of section 67—General investigative  reviews of the act, and also from the national competition

powers of authorised officers - . . .
This amendment is consequential on the previous amend2CliCy review—something about which, | am sure, my

ment. colleagues on both sides of the house from time to time shake
8—Amendment of section 70—Power to require  their heads. | know the intent of the National Competition
information or documents Council and of the national competition policy, that is, the so-

Section 70 empowers authorised officers to require ey i ; ; 5
information or documents. Consistently with clause 4, aqalled level playing f'.e.ld hopln.g to deliver the best Qpportunl

provision is added so that a requirement made for the enforcdi€S to the communities of different states, and indeed the
ment of Part 3 Division 5 must be complied with even thoughnation. However, | put on the record that the national

the information or document would tend to incriminate the competition policy review is part of the reason why we are
person of an offence. As with the amendment under clausg gy debating this bill

4, the information or document will not be able to be used for | d | d. his in the h but 1 think it i
the prosecution of a director or other natural person, other 0 not always do this In the house, but | think it is
than an offence relating to the making of a false or misleadingmportant to do it when credit is due. | want to acknowledge
statement. _ _ the minister’'s Chief of Staff. In the time that the minister’s
Part 3—Provision relating to Gas Regulations 1997 Chief of Staff and the minister have had this portfolio, and

9—Provision relating to Gas Regulations 1997 : : e
A new regulation 22 was added to the Gas Regulations on 1g1erefore worked directly with me as shadow minister, | have

January 2004. That regulation dealt with contractual relationd€ceived a lot of cooperation. | put that on the public record
between gas retailers affected by directions given by thdor the minister and his team. | hope that, in the interests of

Minister under Part 3 Division 5 of the Act and customers. our responsibilities, where possible, we can continue to grow
The regulation was made relying on the powers conferred byp, 4t way
section 95 of the Act. ; . . I C
This clause deems the regulation to have been made under | Was advised during the briefing that this bill is to
new section 37AB for the purposes of Part 3 Division 5 of theimprove the technical licensing, the regulatory structures and
Act. One result will be that it is clear that the powers of the the operational efficiency of the act. Clearly, it has been
g’““'Ster and aUthO”.Sedblo‘cpceLS to require '”fogmha“o” ! raised after consultation with the TAB, the racing codes and
tigﬁPments are exercisable for the enforcement of that regu agb(_), imt[r)]ortant_ly, the South A/Al‘»ll?;ra”alq IBOOK(;nakelrS Ltehagtule
) uring the review process. ough | said earlier tha
. Eh%Ht?n' W.A.MATTHEW secured the adjournment o qqnaily am not involved in gambling and do not condone
of the debate. it, my father’s side of the family was involved in the racing
industry. In fact, my grandfather was a trainer of horses and
my father at one stage was a jumps jockey. | do have a

AUTHORISED BETTING OPERATIONS (BETTING reasonable understanding of the history of the industry, too.

[Stting suspended from 6 to 7.30 p.m.]

REVIEW) AMENDMENT BILL Whe.n as a (;hild I did go to the racetrack with my father, it
was interesting to see how many bookmakers were there. Not
Adjourned debate on second reading. long ago it was 36, but recent advice suggests that there are
(Continued from 4 May. Page 2007.) as few as 33. That side of the industry has certainly changed

alot, and it has changed because during that period there have
Mr MEIER (Goyder): Mr Speaker, | draw your attention been other opportunities for people to place their bets,
to the state of the house. including the TAB.
A quorum having been formed: The TAB nationally has a big part to play when it comes
to betting and gambling, not only on horse racing these days
TheDEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourable member has but also on other forms of sport. | hope and trust that, while
just made it by half a head. there was a requirement for a review of the act, bearing in
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mind the TAB was sold and the requirements of the nationabf the industry from a recreational point of view and also
competition policy review, there is in this bill some sort of afrom the point of view that industry sectors such as the racing
balance with the TAB and the bookmakers. | put on thecodes create jobs for South Australia.
public record that while | was not able personally to speakto In summary, we have spent quite a bit of time on this bill
the executive officer of the South Australian Bookmakersbehind the scenes. In fact, | commend some of my colleagues
League, my portfolio assistant and adviser did. | confirm thatvho requested that there be another briefing on this bill,
my advice is that they have been thoroughly consulted itvecause they had concerns. | want to put on the public record
relation to the amendments in the bill. | think there is somethat they had particular concerns about what this bill might
win/win here for both the bookmakers and the TAB. do to the viability of bookmakers in this state. They have
This bill abolishes the class of licence for the Port Pirieraised that with me personally as shadow minister. We did
betting shop, which is a grandfather provision for the existingorganise a briefing and, whilst | know that some of those
single licensee in its current form. In fact, | understand thatolleagues still have certain concerns, and I think it is only
the Port Pirie betting shop has not been functional for a whiléair for them that | place that also on the public record, after
now. There is a lot of history around the Port Pirie bettingassessing this bill, | advise the parliament that the opposition
shop. It does change, as the member for Schubert would wedlill be supporting the bill.
know from living in that area. The point is that, even issues
like that, which are fundamental considerations with these TheHon.M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Recreation,
amendments, have been considered. | raise that, becausgpiort and Racing): | thank both the shadow minister and the
believe it is important when we debate this bill that | discoveropposition for the support of this bill. As has already been
those points so that someone cannot say in the future wheaid by the shadow minister and briefly by me previously in
they look at the public record that | had not done my homethe second reading speech, the major provision of this bill is
work on this matter. to provide the fixed odds operation to the TAB so that it can
Another point that | want to raise is that this brings us intoprovide that service to punters. The TAB will be doing so off-
line with other states, so South Australia was out of kilter upcourse, so they will not be competing directly with bookmak-
until this pointin time, and the passage of this bill really onlyers on-course. It will be a commercial decision of the TAB
brings us into line with the other states. With respect to th@s to which racing events it chooses to provide with this
Liquor and Gambling Commissioner having some moreparticular facility. | am going to come back to the bookmak-
absolute discretion | support that. ers in a moment, because the shadow minister makes some
| have concerns that | have raised in this house before, argbod points which were also issues which we certainly took
I will continue to raise them with respect to the Independenaccount of in putting together this bill, and it is only right and
Gambling Authority, sometimes, from the point of view of proper that the opposition has also taken account of that in its
the decisions they make, but also from the point of view thatpreparation in getting to this position in briefings. Certainly
given the diverse and broad requirements of the Independehwant to talk about that as well, because they are, always
Gambling Authority, there is a lot of expectation on them tohave been and hopefully always will be an important part of
deliver right across quite a complex spectrum of gamblinghe industry.
matters and sectors within this state. So, | do not have a Why is this important? It is important for two reasons. It
problem, personally, with the IGA giving further power to is important because in every other state TABs have this
confer their discretions to the Liquor and Gambling Commis-capacity to offer the facility to their customers and, of course,
sioner. South Australia not having the capacity to do so, obviously
| also want to point out, because it has been raised bpunters here are at a disadvantage. Of course, another thing
some of my colleagues (and rightly so), that my understandhat happens as a result of that is that some people can and do
ing is that, overall, it is still the IGA that has the ultimate choose to invest and place their bets with interstate TABs
management responsibility for the bill that we are talkingbecause they can get that facility with interstate TABs. So,
about here now, and | have been reassured about that throughcourse that in fact does occur—some moneys leave South
the minister's staff. Given that | gave an accolade to theAustralia, because they do not have the capacity to be able to
minister's immediate staff on the way they have consultedet fixed odds with the TAB here in South Australia.
with the opposition on this matter, | should also give one to This is all about providing a service to the punters so that
the Public Service through the Treasury office, because thethey have the same opportunity to bet fixed odds with the
have been readily available to discuss this, too. | am probablJAB, just as every other TAB around Australia provides that
not one for giving them a lot of credit over the years, but | doservice to punters in their respective states. What we see
acknowledge their input into briefings to me. happen in practice here in South Australia—and let us not
We face a couple of problems in South Australia at thforget that we are talking about racing, because sporting bets
moment in the gambling portfolio. One is that, according toalready provide this facility—is that the TAB makes a
advice, there is a small sector of people who get caught up imommercial decision as to which events for which it would
gambling to the point where it does damage to themselveshoose to provide this service to the punters here in South
and their families and even their broader families. We alsd\ustralia. It would be my expectation, particularly from a
have a problem when it comes to the racing industry andtarting point, that it would offer this service for larger racing
particularly the stakes, and the racing industry in Soutrevents. One that springs to mind is the Adelaide Cup, which
Australia has gone backwards for quite a period of time wheis going to be run on 17 May in just a couple of weeks' time,
it comes to its competitiveness on the race track compareahd | would hope and expect that the TAB would make a
with the competitiveness that we see on the eastern seaboa@immercial decision to offer this particular facility on the
in particular and also overseas. Therefore, it is prudent an8idelaide Cup.
important that we are aware as a parliament that we have to 1would expect that those people who are betting with the
try to balance those dilemmas that we have with people wh®AB—once again | stress off-course, not on-course—would
get caught up with gambling problems with the importancebe able to go to a TAB outlet, whether it be a TAB agency or
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an agency in a hotel and, for the Adelaide Cup race itself, ththat is, the government bill—but also in the discussions that
TAB will offer the punter the ability to make a bet at fixed they had with the opposition, because | think that, without the
odds or, under the system that we currently have, they taksupport of the bookmakers and the Bookmakers’ League, we
the chance, depending upon the volume of betting for thatvould not have this bill going so smoothly through the
particular race, as to whether the price fluctuates up or dowmparliament.
That is how it would work in practice. The shadow minister  In conclusion, | want to thank the opposition and particu-
correctly asked about whether balance had been takdarly the shadow minister. | want to say that this is a good
account of here, and that is an important issue because, athing for racing. It is a good thing for providing that addition-
said before, bookmakers do play an important role in thel service to punters, whether they be regular punters or
racing industry in South Australia and Australia-wide, and itwhether they be once-in-a-year punters as we have with the
is important that they continue to do so. Adelaide Cup. This will provide an opportunity for the TAB
They do provide an additional element that does not exisio make commercial decisions and to be able to operate just
in other parts of the world, and | think they play a vital role as every other TAB does around Australia. Wouldn't we be
in the success of the racing industry in Australia and, ofnugs if we did not do that? This is a good bill that we can all
course, in South Australia. | think we should always takebe proud of. | wish the TAB well and | hope that they have
account of that and make sure that we make provision foit in place by Adelaide Cup day.
bookmakers, because it would be a sad day if we lost Bill read a second time and taken through its remaining
bookmakers out of the Australian racing industry; so, we neegtages.
to always take account. The government has had discussions
to get us to the position that we have with this bill. There are LOCAL GOVERNMENT (FLOOD MITIGATION
some important measures; | will not list them all, but there INFRASTRUCTURE) AMENDMENT BILL
are some very important elements in this bill that take account
of that. The shadow minister spoke about the importance of Adjourned debate on second reading.
the balance, and he is right. (Continued from 4 May. Page 2005.)
Two or three of the things | wish to highlight to the house
which are very important and which have certainly been put Dr MCFETRIDGE (Morphett): | rise as the shadow
on the record by the Bookmakers’ League—and | congratuminister for local government, and it gives me great pleasure
late them for doing so—include that the Liquor and Gamblingio act in that capacity for the Liberal Party. Itis a pleasure to
Commissioner will have the responsibility for the bookmak-be here, and to be given the privilege of serving as the
ers in the future—that currently resides with the IGA.shadow minister for local government is something that |
However, as a result of the legislation, once it passes thelish and in that role I hope | can fulfil with diligence the
parliament, the bookmakers sought the movement of théxpectations that are before me.
licensing function to the Office of the Liquor and Gambling ~ This is a very short bill. It has a couple of clauses to
Commissioner and we have agreed to that. Certainly, thehange the Local Government Act to allow the northern
bookmakers are very appreciative of that. Adelaide and Barossa water catchment management board to
The shadow minister also asked a question about the roRecess some areas on the north Para River to undertake some
of the Liquor and Gambling Commissioner and how thaiflood mitigation work. As the member for Morphett, flood
interfaces with the IGA. Once again, he is correct, becaus@itigation and flooding is dear to my heart, because in June
the Liquor and Gambling Commissioner will have thelast year we had some quite disastrous flooding on the
responsibility to the IGA to keep the bookmakers undePatawalonga. Anything that we can do in the state to help
constant scrutiny and report to the authority. Certainly, thatelieve the stress, strain and disaster of having property and
will still be in place as a result of this measure. A couple oflives threatened by floods is a very welcome move. This work
other things which were important to the bookmakers ands in the member for Light's electorate and | believe that he
which have also been facilitated in this legislation, are towill be adding to this debate and | also understand that the
allow a bookmaker’s licence to be granted to a body corpomember for Schubert will be adding some comments.
rate. | would imagine that in the future bookmakers will take ~ We are supporting the bill as we see this as a very useful
the opportunity to do so. That is not a bad thing. That, as piece of legislation. Itis a common sense piece of legislation
understand, happens in other states and in other parts of tteallow councils and particularly catchment management
world, so why should they not have the right to do so? Adoards and their servants to get on with the job of protecting
racing changes, | expect that we will see more of this. It is nothe people of South Australia and trying to reduce the damage
to say that if they do establish a body corporate they will nofrom floods. We should look at the damage that has been
still have all the rules and regulations that apply to bookmakeone to South Australia from floods, not just down at
ers to still be the case. Glenelg, which is close to my heart and home. However,
Another component included in the legislation is theSouth Australia, despite being the driest state has regular
abolition of the requirement that clerks be licensed. Thdloods and, if you look at the history of the Adelaide region,
people who need to be licensed are the bookmaker and tliteis susceptible to very rapid onset flooding. After heavy
bookmaker's agent, so that will continue, but we havedownfalls of rain in the Adelaide Hills, the small creeks and
abolished the requirement for clerks to be licensed, becaugsbutaries soon develop into raging torrents. They burst their
obviously it is the bookmaker and the bookmaker’s agenbanks and cause the consequent flooding over the coastal
who are critical to the operation of the bookmaking facility. plain. Certainly down at Glenelg, we found that out at great
| share the sentiments of the shadow minister. It is to be notecbst.
that on both sides of the house there is a commonality in the The worst such floods in the history of South Australia
view that bookmakers play an important role; we want towere back in 1917; of course, in 1956 there were floods on
recognise them for that and we also want to thank them fothe Murray; there were floods in 1963, 1976 and 1983 and |
the contribution that they made in getting us to this position—will talk about some of these in a litle more detail to
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illustrate the necessity for this piece of legislation. Thereat Unley, Wayville, Goodwood and Myrtle Bank. We have
were also floods in the Barossa in 1992. In August 1992 flasbnly to look at the good work that is being done by the
floods accounted for two lives, five injured and $160 million Patawalonga Water Catchment Management Board on the
in crop and orchard losses and damage to homes, roads aifabding of the Keswick and Brownhill Creeks to see the
bridges in the Adelaide Hills and Gawler regions. Again, inareas of potential flooding from a one in 100-year flood,
December 1992, further major flooding in the hills causedvhen there would be an estimated $250 million damage were
another death and even worse agricultural and other lossesttmat to happen.
the tune of $175 million in 1998 values. We have a history In 2001, we had a flood at Unley and Wayville, with 26.8
of severe and disastrous floods in South Australia andillimetres of rain recorded at Parafield, but it was not as bad
anything that can be done to mitigate the effects of floods ias a one in 100-year flood. Muddy water swept through
something that we should all be supporting. This bill makedVayville and over the parklands, and certainly Unley Road
a significant change to the Local Government Act 1999 tawvas shut because of flood damage and inundation with water.
allow the Gawler River Flood Management Authority, which At the time, the Unley Council Chief Executive said that the
is a body made up of local councils and the northern Adelaid8ooding problem would require a collaborative approach
and Barossa water catchment management board, to gethietween state and local government, and that is what we have
and carry out survey work on the north Para River. It will today—in addition to the collaboration of the government and
allow other councils to do similar work and | have no the opposition. ‘Opposition’ is an unfortunate word because,
problem with that, because certainly the work that wasn this case, we are not opposing but collaborating to ensure
undertaken by the Unley, West Torrens, Adelaide City, andhat the state gets what it deserves.
the City of Holdfast Bay councils in the work on the Keswick  As | said before, the most recent flooding that has affected
Creek-Brownhill Creek flood plain is something that we needme closely was in Glenelg in June last year, when 200 homes
to encourage. The cost of the effects of flooding in thewere flooded. A downside has been that, because very few
metropolitan area, not including the lives and property thahomes were insured, there has been protracted legal debate
will be put at severe risk, will be in the hundreds of millions and argument with the government over compensation. In
of dollars. fact, | will see on Friday people who are still having problems
We need to put on the record the history of flooding inwith the government paying compensation. | hope that does
South Australia in case anybody thinks that this bill is notnot continue to be the case.
necessary. | will quickly go through some of the more recent Initially, | understood that the clauses of the bill would be
history. In March 1983, after the disastrous Ash Wednesdayery specific to the Northern Adelaide and Barossa Water
bushfires, huge floods occurred around Gawler when we ha@atchment Management Board. They are a little broader than
the rain. More than 1 000 people were evacuated from homekat, but that does not stop my supporting them. A collabor-
and caravans when a five-metre flood wave raged down thetion of five councils is involved in the flood mitigation
Gawler River. Sixteen caravans and campervans were sweptoject: the Adelaide Hills Council, the Barossa Council, the
more than a kilometre away and were damaged and destroy@&dwn of Gawler, Light Regional Council, the District
by flash floods. As usual, the CFS, the SES, the police an@ouncil of Mallala and the City of Playford. | know that the
the Salvos were all involved in assisting those residents. Local Government Association is urging that councils take
Further downstream, hundreds of Virginia marketa little more control in planning for disasters such as floods
gardeners lost major parts of their produce when a two-metria the local government areas.
high wall of water surged down the previously dry Gawler  This issue was discussed in the other place yesterday, and
River and spread over crops and gardens. That report 8me questions were asked and answered more than satisfac-
particularly relevant, because problems arise where the Nortorily. Unfortunately, the Crown advice given to the Northern
Para River joins the South Para River at the Gawler RiverAdelaide and Barossa Catchment Water Management Board,
and this bill is aimed at allowing the Gawler River Floodplainand its subsidiary body, the Gawler River Floodplain
Management Authority to do something about that. Management Authority, has been a little awkward, as can
In 2000, widespread flooding occurred over Southsometimes be the case. The advice was that there was no legal
Australia, and houses as far away as Marla were damaged. Apediment to agents of these authorities undertaking survey
William Creek, the pub was surrounded by water. Gawleand planning work. However, some private legal advice
recorded over 70 millimetres of rain in three days. | had a bistated that that right did not exist and, of course, such
of a laugh at the report from the Emergency Managemerambiguity had to be cleared up, and this is a commonsense
Authority, in which it stated that ‘thirsty’ houses in Eudundaway of doing this. | understand that this was put up by the
were rain affected—I bet they were not after all that rain. Thevery commonsense member of parliament, the member for
Eudunda-Kapunda Road was washed away. The constanght, who | know represents that area exceptionally well.
downpour led to homes in numerous towns, including Nairne, | applaud the government for assisting the member, the
Macclesfield and Mount Barker, experiencing flooding bothcouncils and the people of Gawler in going ahead with a
inside and out. Mount Barker Hospital and Mount Barkerproject that will get rid of the nightmare of a heavy downpour
Primary School were damaged. Across the state, damagedth the potential of millions of litres of water flooding
property, roads and agriculture accounted for millions ofthrough homes and businesses and endangering life. | have
dollars of damage. spoken to the Chair of the Northern Adelaide and Barossa
This bill is about protecting the people of South Australia.Catchment Water Management Board, and | have been
Local government will be there to assist and, with theinformed by the local government minister that the Local
cooperation of the state government, South Australia will b&sovernment Association also agrees with this bill.
a safer place. Closer to home, in January 2001 (I am sure that | point out that the degree of urgency exists not only
the member for Unley will remember this well, and he maybecause of the degree of flooding that is possible but also
speak on this issue) the inner southern and south-eastepecause, if some work is not commenced by the authority by
suburbs were hardest hit after flooding. Houses were floodegD June, up to $3 million of commonwealth funding will be
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at risk, and we cannot allow that to happen. | will mentionplanning and survey work to undertake the building of this
quickly the members of the Gawler River Floodplain retention.
Management Authority, one of whom, | am very proud to  Our problem arose when the flood management authority
say, is a former member of this place and, like me, is aought to commence survey work and enter property and
veterinarian: Dr Bruce Eastick. He is the Chair of the boardwanted to make sure that under the Local Government Act
The Adelaide Hills Council is represented by Mr Peterthey in fact had the authority to do so. The legal advice from
Peppin, the CEO; the Barossa Council, by Mayor Brian HurrCrown Solicitors was that, yes, they did have the authority to
and Ms Judith Jones, the CEO; the Town of Gawler, byenter land and undertake survey work and do the necessary
Councillor Brian Thom and Mr Jeff McEachen; Light work required for the construction of this dam. They also
Regional Council, by Councillor Ralph Hatcher and Mr Petersought some private legal advice, as the shadow minister has
Beare, the CEO; the District Council of Mallala by Council- indicated, and that indicated that they did not have the
lor Michael Picard and Mr Colin Dunlop, the CEO; and theauthority to enter land as they were a body which was
City of Playford, by Councillor Dino Musolino and Mr Tim constituted under the Northern Adelaide Water Catchment
Jackson, the CEO. Board and as such there was some grey area as to whether
The Gawler River Floodplain Management Authority they had the authority to enter land or whether they did not.
board members are wise and knowledgeable people, andrhat is why we are here tonight: to clear that up.
know that they will not be swayed from their efforts to divert ~ This amendment to the Local Government Act will ensure
this river. | support the bill. that the Flood Management Authority has the ability to enter
land, to undertake survey work and to undertake any works
TheHon. M.R. BUCKBY (Light): I rise in support of that are required in the design and construction of the
the bill. I commend the local government minister on thisretention dam. As the member for Morphett has said, this is
occasion for very quickly taking up my approaches to him taone that is particularly important to Gawler, because we have
ensure that this bill was drafted very efficiently, with my a flood event on average about one in every 10 years, and
cooperation and that of the Local Government Associationgver the years | can remember three separate floods very
the Gawler River Floodplain Management Authority and theclearly and the damage that has been done both in the Gawler
minister to ensure that this bill could be placed onMlatice  township and also in the lower reaches of the Gawler River.
Paper and introduced in parliament as quickly as possible. o, this retention dam will actually retain the water there but
appreciate his work, and | want to put that on the record. allow for a controlled flow out of the river so that the
The Gawler River system is unique in that it consists ofvolumes of water from both the South Para and the North
the North Para River and the South Para River, which thePara do not come down at the same time and create the
combine to form the Gawler River, which then flows into theflooding problem. In a significant flooding event, the water
Gulf St Vincent. The problem in terms of flooding ariseswill back up some distance in the North Para River, but all
from both the North Para and the South Para coming dowthe design work that has been done assures us that flooding
with volumes of water at the same time and then convergingf the Gawler township and the lower reaches of the Gawler
at the Gawler River, creating a real bottleneck there, with ®iver will be a past event, and | am very happy that will be
massive amount of water moving down what is quite ahe case.
narrow river. As the Member for Morphett and shadow | commend the federal government, as well as the state
minister has advised the house, the last serious flood occurrgdvernment, for taking up this plan and for continuing on our
in the region in 1992. It caused some $10 million worth ofwork with this retention dam. It is very important to the area.
damage, particularly to the lower reaches of the Gawler RiveThe northern Adelaide water catchment board has been
and, as aresult, when former Premier Arnold and the formegarticularly active on this issue and was getting a little
Labor government were in power, a study was undertakefrustrated because of its failure to secure its ability to enter
into the causes of the flooding. It was deemed that, becauggnd. As | said, | commend the minister for local government
both the North and South Para had flooded at the same timgr picking up this issue so quickly and making a firm
this had allowed a large amount of water to move throughgecision about this and getting it through cabinet to allow us
creating flooding in the lower reaches. With that report into start work prior to 30 June so that we do not lose federal
hand, legal advice was sought with regard to any futurgéunding and then further funding so that construction of the
floods that might happen and then who might be liable fodam can be commenced.
any damage that would occur given that any government of | commend this bill to the house. It is particularly
the day had the knowledge that the report had produced. Thgportant for the Light electorate and for the Gawler River
legal opinion is that any government of the day with thecatchment area and the lower reaches of the Gawler River,
knowledge of that report is liable for damages should anpecause people are living there in the knowledge that, until
further flooding occur throughout the region or the Gawletthis is done, there is a very high potential for a flood to occur,
River flood plain. and significant damage to property and loss of property
As a result of that, the previous Liberal governmentbecause of it.
undertook the investigation of forming a retention dam on the
North Para. A dam on the North Para had been talked about Mr HANNA (Mitchell): | am speaking to the Local
for many years in terms of further damming to conserveGovernment (Flood Mitigation Infrastructure) Amendment
water, but it was always found that the salt content in theBill, which has been introduced to resolve perceived uncer-
water would not be suitable for domestic use, so it was neveainty in relation to the powers of local government and other
brought forward as one similar to the South Para reservoipfficers to go onto property and do what they have to do to
This was brought forward by the previous minister for waterbuild infrastructure such as dams. | need to say something
resources, the Hon. Mark Brindal, when we were in governabout the process in relation to the bill. It is unsatisfactory
ment the last time. We approached the federal governmerthat, on Monday this week, | was informed that the bill would
which allocated some $500 000 of moneys to commencbe debated on Thursday. | promptly sent out my own
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communication to people in the Gawler River area and askeglquipment, so it is not necessarily structures affixed to the
them to respond to me by Thursday if they had any commentand. However, it could be any sort of equipment that the
It was only this afternoon that | was told that the bill would council needs to deal with on land. It may be a matter of
be debated this evening, and consequently | feel that | hawgoing across land to deal with council equipment. It is

not had a proper opportunity to hear back from people whextremely broad.

may haVe aVieW d|fferent from that Wh|Ch haS been expl’eSS- The amendment brings in Work assoc|ated Wlth the

ed so far in debate. provision of services. That is a little different because it goes

I accept what has been put. | know that members argeyond things that are built—tangible, physical things.
genuine in their Contrlbutlon, and the contribution from theCouncns offer services. For examp|e, they offer the provision
member for Light as one of the local members is certainlyof information. Some councils might offer eradication
commendable. However, it is not as straightforward as thgervices for European wasps, or whatever. Councils might
other speakers have said. Just on a general level, despite #¥er education programs. These would be better classed as
fact that nobody, whether it be the Greens, Labor, Liberal ogervices rather than facilities. | presume that the government
anyone e|Se, wants to see faI’mS or homeS f|00ded, W|th a” ﬂ&es the need to bring Services as opposed to phys|cal
distress and damage that goes with that, it should be recoggcilities within the definition of work in this section. Again,
nised that flooding is a part of the natural cycle and, when Wene central question is what work those new words have to do,
think of the River Murray, for eXample, itis aCtUa"y essentialand Why the present section is inadequate_ Having raised

to the ecology of the river to have periodic flooding. Of those issues and the general issue of lack of notice of the bill,
course, because of human settliement we will want to contrqly|| finish my contribution, and I look forward to hearing

that, we will want to mitigate that, but let us recognise thatrom the minister in his reply.

the riverine ecology relies on periodic, higher levels of water. On afinal note, | am told that the reason this bill could not

Getting specifically to the terms of the bill, | also say that.be dealt with tomorrow is the Legislative Council is apparent-

it is not straightforward because the current relevant proviy rising at 3 p.m. | do not know if that is correct, and | do not

sions, s_ectlon 7 and _sectlon 29.5 O.f the Local Governme now whether there is a good reason for that, but if there is
Act, are in my view quite clear. Itis highly debatable whether, o - o0 reason it is really not good enough and the public
this bill is necessary at all. Section 295 gives council worker%lnrl sure, would be disappointed to hear that we have to rusk’1

the power to go onto property at any reasonable time for thg, .1, |agisiation because of parliamentarians cutting short
purpose of conducting surveys, inspections, examinations gf - -

tests, or carrying out work. Work is presently defined as work

associated with the construction, maintenance, repair or . - .
replacement of infrastructure, equipment, connections Mr VENNING (Schubert): | support this bill because it

structures, works or other facilities. | suggest that that isziﬂec'[S my electo_rate of Schubert,_particularly thos_e living at
extremely broad. It does not have to be the work involved irf" €& Concordia. Of course, this is a large project and it
building a dam or building a wall or a shed, or laying down Involves many councils, and we have heard which ones they
piping. It can actually be the work associated with it. are—Barossa, Adelaide Hills and Light (which are all wholly

: : : : - tly in my electorate), Gawler, the District Council of
Virtually anything which we can imagine and which could beOr Par . . N
related to any sort of siuture that needs to be put of BER A 8 EY 8 B TR BORC 2R
maintained on a ratepayer’s land will qualify under thatW ter Management Board and its CEO. Mr Kvm Good. wh
section. It is extremely broad. ater Mianagement Board and Its ’ ym £500d, who

Section 7(f) of the act presently defines one of theis well known to me and a person whom | regularly contact.

functions of councils to be providing infrastructure for the ~AS we know, approximately every 10 years we have a
council community and for development within the area offlood event where the North and South Para Rivers flood at
the council. | am paraphrasing. The bill seeks to amend dheir junction with the Gawler River, a_nd of course the river
clarify that slightly. In respect of section 7, the bill adds does not cope. The last flood was in 1992 so, purely on
(including infrastructure that helps to protect any part of theProbabilities, we have to expect another one very shortly—
local or broader community from any hazard or other eventéven this year, so as we enter the winter there is some
or that assists in the management of any area)’. The intentidgffgency. | note the comments of the member for Mitchell,
of the current provision is to allow councils to provide Pecause what he said was dead right. This Gawler River area
infrastructure and to develop areas—in other words, tdvould not be as fertile as it is if it was not for the regular
transform the environment with built structures to render iflooding, and itis a very fertile area and is South Australia’s
more suitable, more amenable, to human settlement and &fHit and vegetable basket.
the things that human beings want to do on the land. | am But, the concern is that we have built on the land and
suggesting that the wording does not add very much, andgeople are living there, and of course this also affects the city
would be very interested to hear from the minister in hisof Gawler. We have built in these areas and when nature has
response to the second reading speeches about what work thatway we get wet. So we have to put in this structure to
wording has to do. assist those living there. In hindsight, we probably should not
In relation to section 295, the chief difference between thdnave built there and ought to have let nature take its course,
proposed new section and the current wording is the additiobut it is too late for that. We have to address this now. | only
of words in the definition of work to cater for work associatedhope that in the long term we do not control these floods to
with ‘the provision of services or facilities that benefit the such an extent that the area loses its natural fertility, because
area of the relevant council’. An interesting shade of meaningvery 10 years it gets a new coating of the best fertiliser,
comes into the Local Government Act if that amendment igotally free and totally natural. So, the member for Mitchell
passed. The purpose of section 295 is clearly directed at builtas technically correct, but | am afraid we cannot have
structures and, of course, that could include dams; indeed,grandiose ideas. We have no choice but to address this matter
could include a wide range of things. ‘Work’ also includesand to address it urgently and quickly.
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However, in projects such as this there are winners angroject and will be expensive. It will be just a matter of when
losers. The winners are those who will be saved from thgou spend it and how.
ravages of a flood and the losers are those who live in areas But the most important thing, of course, is the flood
that were not prone to flooding before this mitigation damcontrol. We know of the damage that has been highlighted
was built. My problem, sir (and you guessed it in one), is thatonight in previous speeches. The work of the farmers in
most of those losers in the back side of the dam are in or neapwing their crops today could all be ruined in an evening or
the electorate of Schubert. But | support the legislatiora weekend if they get flooded out. Of course, this dam will
because it will enable the Gawler River flood retention danbe welcomed by them and | hope we have it in place before
to proceed, and it is to the overall good of most people. the next flood.

As we know, there has been some opposition to this |also commend the three levels of government that have
proposal, and | personally think it is a concern that is mainlybeen involved—not just the local board but also the five local
linked to misunderstanding and ignorance. | think people wilkcouncils that have been named, the state government through
be much more positive about this project when we see ththe current minister and also the federal government. We
plans, but of course to draw up the plans the designers neédive delayed enough, and | appreciate the effort made, on
to allow their surveyors, etc., onto the land, and there habehalf of the locals, by the member for Light, who has given
been a suggestion that some owners could refuse accebss people very strong leadership in this matter—stronger
Negotiation plans are in place irrespective of this legislationthan some people realise. The problem is that the member for
but the Northern Adelaide and Barossa Catchment Watdtight is of a quiet nature, but he has battled hard, and all of
Management Board, and in particular its CEO, Kym Goodus commend him for his strong advocacy in regard to this
sought legal advice. The answer was that it is a bit unclegsroject. | am pleased that the ministry has listened to him at
whether under the current legislation they could do it withlong last and that we have some action. So, | commend the
immunity, hence this legislation. member for Light, Long may he be the member for Light.

Some big players were involved, and | do not think people | also commend the member for Morphett, the new
were aware what was going on. There were some objectorshadow minister, who has taken on this role. | congratulate
and soon | will mention whom one of them was; thenhim on his appointment and also the job he is doing. We have
members will see why they were a little nervous. Thedelayed enough. We must pass this bill and get on with it.
surveyors need to be able to enter any of the land in question
and to carry out surveys for engineering and environmental Mr BRINDAL (Unley): | commend the minister for
reasons. Several owners have refused access—at least, tigyoducing this bill. The member for Light has been a
have expressed some concern and threatened to refuse accesampion of this cause both around the cabinet table when
The minister may know, but he has not said anything (ofve were in government and, since that time, in our party
course, he has not had the opportunity yet), that one of thewom and, whenever people have asked for his counsel on the
chief objectors was Channel 9, because this area in an arounthtter, he has said this is an important initiative for that part
the lovely home of Kingsford is wheicLeod’sDaughters ~ of the world. But it is important to note as well that the
is filmed, and they were concerned that this might affect theiminister comes here seeking to change the Local Government
filming. Because Channel 9 is a big player, | can understandct, and he does not seek to do so just for the area in
why the North Adelaide and Barossa Catchment Watefuestion: he seeks to change the Local Government Act of
Management Board sought to tidy this up before there waSouth Australia so that by these changes every local govern-
any threat of a problem with Channel 9. ment area in South Australia will be affected, and affected

There was concern by others whether this additionagqually.
legislation would create a precedent for other projects or any That is as it should be because, when we were talking
other potential conflict. Maybe the minister can give anabout this, one of the questions | asked the shadow minister
assurance, but there is an area of trust in a matter such as thiggs whether these changes are just for the Light or for the
and | am not going to stand on the plank to ask about thatocal government sector. | told him that if this parliament
That has been raised but | do not see a conflict. makes specific changes for an area without good reason

The original concept plans included a road over the top oéxplained to the house one has to worry, because if a measure
this dam. The minister shakes his head but it was on this not good enough to be the law for all the people of South
original conceptual plans, and it had much merit because Australia in all local government areas, you have to question
would have served as a vital part of a future Gawler by-passyhy it is needed in a particular area. If, on the other hand, it
and we certainly need one of those. Apparently this idea has good for a particular area, such as the area of the Light, it
not been included because it was judged not to be the beshould be good for every other local government area.
option. As | read this—and | hope that the minister will correct

The Hon. R.J. McEwen interjecting: me if | am wrong—this is a general provision applicable to

Mr VENNING: Of course, as the minister says, it is very all local government areas, the electorates of the minister and
expensive. | am not aware of the rights and wrongs of it, buthe member for MacKillop included. That is a measure for
on the surface it did have much merit. We would have solvedvhich | commend him because, as | said to the member for
two problems with the one solution and at least we would atight and the shadow minister, the member for West Torrens
last have got a Gawler by-pass. That proposition has beeand | may well have people along creek lines who are just as
hanging around for a long time. The Gawler street situatiometicent to allow a surveyor in to ascertain flood levels as are
is a real mess—almost as bad as flooding, but you ggieople in the electorates of the members for Light or
flooding of cars rather than water. | am sad to say that it is ndbchubert. It is as important that Unley, West Torrens and
going ahead, because it would have been an option. | kno®lenelg do not flood as it is for the Light area.
it would have added to the cost but, when the time comes to | think this is a good initiative. | am a little disappointed
put in the by-pass (and there is no doubt that we will have tehat it has taken this long to get here because it has been in
do it one day), it will not come cheaply. It will be a huge the pipeline—and | make no criticism of the minister—for
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quite a while. It was around when | was minister, but whetheto spill across the plains and, on occasions of periodic
it came to the minister when he became minister | am not surdooding, to disperse water naturally across the plain; and, in
The fact is that there seems to have been some dragging faict, the ecological sustainability long term of that region
the chain with this. | cannot see why it has taken quite soelies on water coursing out of the hills, flooding across the
long. plain and flooding it on mass.
| raise two matters. | will not necessarily ask this in  That is important to the ecology of the area, but by this
committee but | would appreciate it if the minister, in his device we say, ‘No, we have settled this claim. We are
summing up, could address this. Section 295(2)(a) providesesponsible if the river does what the river has done for eons
the construction, maintenance, repair or replacement of infra@nd floods, so we will manipulate the environment in a way
structure, equipment, connections, structures, works or othewhich minimises the liabilities of the Crown towards the
facilities (including dams or other structures or facilities associategheople of South Australia. However, | would say that, in the
with stormwater management or flood mitigation); decades to come, there will be a problem for this parliament,
While it appears to be self-explanatory and while | think thatthat is, that while we fulfil our obligations to the people of
one could include works constructed for water conservatiosouth Australia there are those of our younger generations
purposes within that definition, | would ask the minister towho are already saying, ‘What about our obligations to the
consider—if not now at least between the houses—wheth@mvironment?’, and, ‘What about the long term sustainable
the additional words ‘or for water conservation purposesmanagement of the environment?’
might enhance or detract from the purpose of the act. | can Certainly, the Minister for Environment and Conservation
see, maybe, a case in other parts of the state where what yegpouses that view now. | simply point out to the house that,
want to do is construct something—not manage the stormby this device, which | do not criticise and which I know is
water as is meant by us tonight in the course of this debate ibsolutely necessary for this government to undertake in
the course of this river but manage the water run-off in a wayrder to fulfil obligations in respect of citizens in South
that is not meant to manage the stormwater so much as it fustralia and to protect other citizens of South Australia as
meant to conserve the water resource. part of the commonwealth from legal responsibility, we are
A case in question is the work of the Salisbury council atin fact modifying an environmental system. We may well be
the bottom of the plains near Parafield—all those extensivearming that environmental system. | say that in the context
wetlands. They are not really a flood water mitigationonly of this: that in decades to come we might conceive
management scheme: they are a collection and conservatiatethodologies or systems whereby, perhaps, we can get the
scheme to put water underground. | merely try to add to théest of both worlds.
debate by asking the minister whether he could consider the We may be able somehow to use some of this water for
definitional issue and, if it enhances the ability of localpurposes that we do not yet envisage. | would hope that
government within the area, could it be altered between nowhatever this does as an instrument in law, and whatever we
and the next house, or is there some reason for not doing itAen do as matters of public policy through the minister’s
The second matter | would like the minister to address irvarious departments and officers and through the work of the

his summing up is section 295(2)(b), which provides: catchment board, what we leave open at all times is oppor-
the provision of services or facilities that benefit the area of dunities for the future. | am a great believer that as legislators
relevant council; or we should, as far as possible, create legislation which does

the carrying out of any other function or responsibility of the not bind and constrict us but which rather gives us maximum
relevant council. opportunity to pursue any advantage that we may find in the
I do not necessarily object to those definitions, but | wouldfuture.
at least like from the minister an explanation as to whether That is a bit theoretical. | am not expecting the minister
they are to do with the proposition for the management ofo come up with an answer to say that this does it. But | put
water on the Light or other things, or whether they are aron the table for this house that, while this law is necessary
expansion of the definition that will help local governmentand while | commend it and commend the work of the
generally. It could well be, but | just cannot see how paramember for Light, there are some aspects to it that create a
graphs (b) and (c) fit in with water management workspotential dilemma for our children and grandchildren. I think
necessarily. However, it might be a very additional adjuncin passing this law we should be mindful of that.
for local government to have in terms of definitions of works  In closing, could | say that one of the great regrets of the
so that they can do them generally. last two years—and it is just called politics—is that | no
This is a very good project, which needs doing. It may nolonger have responsibility for the department of water
be the minister’s direct responsibility, this being a catchmentesources. It is a matter of the will of the electors of South
management board responsibility and, perhaps, at leasustralia. That is fine. | have long since accepted that. But
coincidentally, the responsibility of the minister responsibleit is a very great privilege, as the minister will know, for
for water, land and biodiversity. Maybe the issue need$iowever brief a period, to be in charge of a government
looking at, not now but long term. The minister will be department and to work with people who are dedicated to a
aware, | am sure, that the problem with this water is that iparticular cause.
tends to be more saline and therefore less suitable for some In the case of the catchment management boards and the
of the purposes for which we would like to use it, vis-a-vispeople | worked with, many of whom from the department
the water from the Torrens, the Sturt or the other catchmentsf water resources are now in the Department of Water, Land
Notwithstanding that, one of the great dilemmas we haveand Biodiversity Conservation, there was an exceptional
as pointed out by the member for Light, is that, because of thgroup of talented, highly dedicated, often much maligned
report that exists, we invite the consequence that, as thgeople, not least by some of the ignorance of members in this
government of the day, we might be sued if we do not do thishamber—but they are very good people. | think the minister
work. The great irony of the fact is that the river system aboutnight know what | am talking about. They are very good
which we are talking is a system which nature has designepeople who make a sterling effort.



Wednesday 5 May 2004 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 2067

In conclusion, | congratulate them on this. | am sorry thashadow minister, who is taking interest in a large range of
I am not still leading that particular ship, but | do not think issues around local government.
that for whoever is minister it matters: they will keep doing | think this house needs to take a bipartisan role in terms
the job for South Australia. This is one of the fruits of their of supporting and servicing another sphere of government.
work. They and the government are to be commended for iThe member for Schubert uses the term ‘levels of govern-
I wish the bill expeditious passage through both housement'. | do not like that term; I do not think it truly reflects
because the sooner we build the dam, the better. the relationship that local, state and federal governments have

collectively in serving a common customer. | believe we are

TheHon. R.J. MCcEWEN (Minister for State/L ocal independent spheres of government that do have different
Government Relations): | need to take a few minutes to roles and responsibilities, but ‘levels’ implies a hierarchy of
respond to each member who has contributed to the debag$atus which | do not think truly reflects the fact that the roles
| start first with the last contribution, that of the member forthe three spheres of government play are independent, but
Unley. | reassure the member for Unley that it is the familycollectively add value to the one customer who pays the bills
of the Local Government Act which we are amending tonightof the three of us and looks for a seamless service from the
We are not intending in any way to extend any powerghree of us; and often does not worry much who is providing
beyond the powers he believed at the time were in the act-the service. As much as we think we are important and
what is more, to extend the powers beyond what the crowdifferent, our common customer does not. They just want
advice believes are actually in this act. As the member fovalue for money and a good seamless service. | prefer to
Morphett said—and | will come back to his contribution in describe us as ‘three spheres of government working
a minute—taking another set of legal advice and thereforeollectively to provide a service'. | do not necessarily like the
alluding to ambiguity, all we are doing tonight is trying to word ‘levels’. | think it brings into it a particular view that |
reaffirm what we and the minister at the time believed waglo not think reflects what we are trying to achieve.
in the act in the first place. The member for Morphett did as good a job as, if not a

Equally, the minister for local government at the time, Petter job than, I'in his second reading contribution in terms
who is the father of the Local Government Act 1999, was als@f capturing and explaining what we are trying to achieve. |
the minister for water resources and negotiated with th€ompliment him on the way he captured not only what we are
federal government in terms of this particular flood mitigationtying to achieve but also the fact that it is only through

strategy, sitting underneath the Local Government Act, an§OMeone giving a second opinion on the act as it stood that
had carriage of it in his second ministry. we now need to readdress that. Again, we do not want to take

| need to make two other observations in terms of th the risk, although it might be very small, of the catchment
q’nanagement authorities finding themselves in litigation

comments of the member for Unley. Unfortunat_ely, the bIIIbecause someone has challenged their authority. | thank the
has come from another place and will not be coming back. Sghadow minister and member for Morphett for that

there is a good reason why | will not have an opportunity to | acknowledge that the member for Light first raised this

Sv%?;sl(ijdr?(r)':]ti)sesz;]ggr?t:?;tz ?grtv%ietgtggnt:ilgeﬁohlgii E%g%'('))r']’igsue during debate of the Natural Resources Management
Pprop 99 Bill. Equally, that is a vehicle to achieve the objective which

about water conservation at this time because this dam e are achieving here tonight. The advice we offered to the

quij[e purposely not a dam that hOId.S water.for water Consels, o her for Light at that time was that we believed we could
vation purposes. On the contrary, this dam 1S there to mana equally and as quickly achieve it for the Local Government
flood mitigation, and, as quickly as p_()SSlbIe after a_floo Act; and that is why we are now moving this endeavour
event, we must get the water out of this dam or we wil nm[hrough the house quickly. Like him, | believe that we must

e oot Ste, A0S, fingsome e sty o malier < hat e can move
ahead and not put at risk the funding that is in place at the

need to point out to the honourable member that this particy- :
lar dam is not being built for that purpose; and, hopefully, nol_inoment, obviously to do early preparatory work. Hopefully,

further funding will then be available to enable us to put in
one would hope to use the dam for that purpose because, Hpace the infrastructure that is required

2000, e detec fom o constucton. T dark = “Equaly twas good o hear bt ot bcal geogaphy o
9 purp ) Y, ' the member for Light in terms of the junction of the North

allow the flood plain below it to gain from that water without‘?s:%lral River and South Para River into the Gawer River; and
utting at risk tﬁe builtenviron?nent bevond it ’ why we have this particular area that is at high risk of
putling y . flooding unless we build a retention dam. | think that is the

Again, in terms of the comments of the member forkey word here: this is a retention dam to hold flood waters for
Schubert, we will be holding some water here, and obviouslys short a term as possible.

a lot of sediment would settle out of that. However, at least The member for Mitchell made a couple of valid points.

the water can be released from the dam in a managed wayheed to apologise to the member for Mitchell in terms of the
but, equally, as quickly as possible. The last thing we wanfyay in which this matter is being moved quickly through the
is a full dam and a storm event and therefore a flood th@ouse. | understand that he would have liked another day to
|mpaCt of which this dam did not serve to lessen the |mpaclhave the opportunity to gather from his Constituency any
Having made those comments in relation to the valuabladvice that he would then bring to the house. | do understand
remarks of the member for Unley, | reaffirm the fact that | dothat he did give his constituency the opportunity to do that
not believe we are doing anything in this bill beyond what heuntil close of business today. If there were significant matters
believes was in the bill originally. I move back to the | hope they were brought to his attention. Notwithstanding
contribution of the member for Morphett. | congratulate himthat, we indicated that we would not be dealing with this bill
on being elevated to the position of shadow minister. | mightntil tomorrow, but we have had to bring it forward tonight.
add that already | have enjoyed very much engaging with th# is important that a message go back to the other place
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before 3 o’clock tomorrow so that we can proclaim this bill Committee has been about. We have been out there talking
and get on with it. The mechanisms between the two housése people in Port Augusta, and we were up at Oodnadatta last
to some degree have denied the member for Mitchell the rigtriday. We were talking to the people at the coal face, finding
to do further work. In fairness to the member for Mitchell, | out what was going on in these communities, and we are
need to defend the fact that it was on Matice Paper earlier  going up to the APY lands in three or four weeks’ time to
in the week for Thursday. He planned around that. We havepend not just six hours up there, not just a photo opportunity,
changed it and | need to be respectful of that. but days up there with the communities.

Other than that, the honourable member did make a couple | have learnt to speak some Pitjantjatjara. Unfortunately
of points about definitions. | think they have been captured am not as fluent as | would like to be, because I think it is
in the contribution of the shadow minister and members/ery important that we have some credibility in going and
opposite who have contributed. We are not trying to extendpeaking to members of the communities, not just the
any of those definitions. We are trying to put further clarifica-advisers, not just the people that we fly in there and get to
tion in them in order to achieve the original principles. look at the situation and give us another report—although

The member for Schubert went beyond what we are tryinghey may be very worthy people and of high repute. We need,
to achieve in this bill and did reflect on broader issues arounds a parliament, to do this. In fact, | would recommend that
floods and natural fertility. | thank the member for Schubertevery member in this place takes some time to either come
for offering his support to this mechanism. with the committee or speak to the minister (Hon. Terry

In making those brief comments, | have duly covered thdRoberts), who is a fine gentleman. He is a reasonable man
guestions that were asked by members opposite, so in closimgho has been sidelined by his Premier and | would say most
I need to again thank them for their support and thank thef his cabinet colleagues. So, go and speak to the Hon. Terry
member for Light for bringing this matter to our attention. | Roberts and come up to the lands, have a look at what is
also thank my colleagues on this side of the house who hawgoing on up there and see where approximately $60 million
allowed this to move through as quickly and professionallya year is spent on about 3 000 people.
as it has. In closing, | thank the shadow minister for his It is an absolute crying shame that we have allowed this
support and the way in which he has dealt with this mattesituation to go on for as long as it has. The Premier cannot
amongst his troops. Thank you all concerned. | congratulateide from this in any way, and | will have a go at the Premier
the house on the way they have dealt with the bill to thishere. He was the minister for Aboriginal affairs from 1989

stage. to 1992. He did get a report from Don Dunstan on governance
Bill read a second time and taken through its remainingn the land. A number of other reports have been done since
stages. then, but they have all just been gathering dust.
One particular report about which | am very concerned
SUPPLY BILL was that compiled in Port Augusta in August last year. A
) ) number of issues were raised then. | should say who was at
Adjourned debate on the question: this social gathering up there. There were representatives
That the house note grievances. from the Attorney-General’'s Department, from the Depart-
(Continued from 4 May. Page 2026.) ment of Human Services—particularly the Aboriginal

Services Division—people from the Department of Abori-
Dr McFETRIDGE (Morphett): | take this opportunity ginal Affairs and Reconciliation; and there were certainly
to raise a very serious issue in this place, one that has begeople from all over the state from Aboriginal communities.
thrown about in this chamber for many years, namely, the They were there in good faith to try to work out what was
Aboriginal affairs of this state, more particularly the handlinggoing on with the Aboriginal communities, particularly with
of the Anangu Pitjantjatjara and Yankunytjatjara lands.  the summer influx into Port Augusta. One of the issues that
I am on the Aboriginal Lands Parliamentary Standingwas raised there was solvent abuse. That was noted back then.
Committee, which is a joint committee of this house. WeRecommendations were put forward back then, in August last
have members from the Labor Party, Liberal Party, Greengjear. | will give you the dates, because | can look them up.
and Democrats, and we have the minister as our presidinbhe recommendation was there to combat solvent abuse in
member. Yet this committee, including the minister, has beethe Aboriginal lands.
sidelined by this parliament, sidelined by the Treasurer and What happened then? The government knew about it then.
sidelined by the Premier, and the committee has beemlhe Attorney-General’'s Department was there; the Depart-
working very hard to try to regain some ground having beemment of Human Services (Aboriginal Services Division) was
left totally out of the picture of what is happening up in thethere; and representatives of the Department of Aboriginal
Aboriginal lands of the Far North of this state. Affairs and Reconciliation were there. And what has
The last thing | want to do is politicise in any partisan wayhappened? Absolutely nothing, until there was a photo
the Aboriginal Affairs of this state. We need to recognise thabpportunity, and it is absolutely disgraceful that the Premier
we as a chamber, the governing house of this state, mubts used it that way, because this is a far more important
recognise that the Aboriginal people of this state, all 23 00@hing before us than just a photo opportunity.
of them—about 14 000 or 15 000 of them, perhaps up to Out of the Port Augusta meeting, there was an issue
18 000—living in urban areas, the rest in the lands, need theegarding the Far North drug rehabilitation team. However,
absolute undivided attention of this place, with no moreit is not a team: there is only one police officer who covers
stalling, no more buck passing, no more committees, no moré3 per cent of this state—one police officer! There is no team
reviews, no more getting in specialists, and no more sayingiork there. That police officer is working very hard by
we need to do this, do that, without actually doing somethinghimself, and he should be commended for the work he is
We need to sit down with the people themselves and leloing and should be given as much assistance as possible.
them advise us on how we can be there to assist them. That | had an opportunity to go to Oodnadatta last Friday with
is what the Aboriginal Lands Parliamentary Standingthe Aboriginal Lands Parliamentary Standing Committee. We
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had a brief meeting with the police officer at Oodnadatta whaontinue to work at it. | do not want to be back here in five,
is an honourable man. He is working very hard. He has beetiO or 15 years time talking about the same thing again. |
at the community there for a number of years. He was ovewould be absolutely devastated if we cannot move forward
at Yalata for a number of years and at Ceduna for a numbem this issue.
of years. He knows how the Aboriginal communities work.
He is working with them for the betterment of the whole of ~ Mr VENNING (Schubert): Before | start my contribu-
their Aboriginal society. tion tonight, | wish to, on the record, express our condolences
| am hesitant to talk about the discussions we had with thao the member for Colton on the recent passing of his father.
officer, because | do not want him in any way reprimanded-ertainly, we appreciate your representation in this area,
for speaking openly, because this particular chap did. Othé¥Ir Acting Speaker, and also we know that, irrespective of
officers had come in from Coober Pedy and they spoke to ugvhat we do in this place, our families come first and that
These guys were giving us first-hand information, and thagertainly should be the case, sir. | want to continue on with
is what the committee is about: getting the coal face, firstthe debate that | was undertaking yesterday during the Supply
hand information so that we can go ahead and infornBill. | want to talk about firstly how concerned | am about the
government departments and the parliament of what needs fsospects of the government’s Generational Health Review:
be done up there. what it will do to country hospitals or what it has threatened
This police officer said that it was not money that wasto do and how it affects us as rural people. We are seeing it
holding back police going to our Far North. It is not the every day and a lot of people are very suspicious of what is
money. Okay, they get regional allowances and they get Bappening.
significant amount (I think up to $15 000) in extra allowan- It affects country people, particularly the hospitals of
ces, but then they lose money because of the particulgountry people. In most cases they built them themselves. We
postings they get. There was a real quandary as to what wage now seeing a channelling of resources to central hospitals
going on with payments. As police officers have said to usand some hospitals are missing out. | cannot understand why,
‘It is not money, it is the conditions.’ as | said today and yesterday, how in the Kapunda Homes
The Far North of South Australia is one of the mostinstance, you have an instance where the community has its
beautiful parts of this state. | encourage people to go therewn money. The money was raised by the local community
and look at this countryside. Look at the communities that ar@nd they had their local contractors. They had their planning
there. They are so dysfunctional, though. The police wherone by recognised architects—Brown Falconer in this case.
they go there are faced with enormous problems. It is unfaiEverything was ready to go over a year ago. The money was
for one police officer to be sent hundreds of kilometres ougiven to the community by bequests, donations and other
into the lands. It might be beautiful country, but the commu-matters, but the government says, ‘Well, you had better put
nities there have some significant problems. it through the right channels before you lay the first brick.
I should say that we are hearing about petrol sniffing beindg?f course, they did and what are we seeing?
a significant problem and it is, but my information coming  Now a year has passed and we get this to and fro. | have
from the communities up there is that the marijuana use anldeen to the Minister for Health and she told me it was delayed
abuse and some hard drug abuse up there is absolutely outwith the Treasurer. | went to the Treasurer, but it is still with
control. Petrol sniffing is a problem, but it is the hard drugsthe Minister for Health. So, this has gone on for over a year—
and it is marijuana which are seriously out of control. Thisa disgrace. Is there another agenda? Does the government not
government should not just focus on the high profile photowant this money to be spent at Kapunda because it is not in
graphs of kids walking around with petrol: it should focus ontheir plan? In our region there are two hospitals: Clare (a
all the issues up there. The police have to be given as mudakgional hospital in the north) and, of course, Gawler. |
backup as possible. They need to be given as many resourdeslieve that Gawler’s case is for no other reason than it is in
as possible. They need to be given a regime where they canmarginal seat. That is a very cynical view, but | have
go in and be given support so that they are not out there bgifficulty disbelieving that because of what we are seeing.
themselves. We do not have one police officer covering 73Vhat else?
per cent of the state like the northern drug force area team. Can a government stand in the way of a community that
One police officer covering 73 per cent of the state: we neetias six federally licensed beds promised to them if they can
more than that; and the police need more than that; the peopdet the thing up and operating before 25 January next year
in the AP lands need more than that. You cannot send policghich is eight months away. It was all paid, everything is
officers, no matter how dedicated, out there so that they aneady to go and yet here we still dither and dilly-dally around.
there by themselves having to be got up out of their bedkthink that this is bureaucracy of the worst kind that | have
seven days a week 24 hours a day. They need support. Thegen in the 10 years that | have been here, because there is no
need special conditions: fly them in and out on a routine basigovernment money in it. This delay has caused the original
if you need to. Make sure they are given conditions whereontracts to expire. They had to call for new tenders and, of
they can work and retain their sanity, where they are notourse, guess what? It is dearer. The tender has gone from
being worked to death out there. That way, you will help the$1.6 million to $2.1 million—a blowout of $500 000. The
police and the communities. minister, to her credit, has offered to meet half of that. The
community will meet the other half, but what are we seeing?
That is what this government needs to be about. It is &Ve still do not have the approval. | cannot believe this.
bipartisan approach and we will all do everything we possibly | want the minister to give the commitment that firstly this
can to help the Aboriginal people to go forward. It is not justproject will go ahead. | do not know how she can guarantee
money—it is about caring, real sharing, real working forwardthat the federal beds will still be available after 25 January
I commend the members of the Aboriginal Lands Standingnext year. She says so. | do not know how she can say that.
Committee, because that is what we are trying to do in every want her commitment that she will support this project
possible way. It is an issue that will not go away unless waincut, because | do not want to see it cut down. Is this the
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government’s Generational Health Review being broughtin  Anyway, | am very pleased to relay, and the Treasurer
by stealth? They do not want to spend the money at Kapundaould know, that the federal government has solved this
Hospital because it is not part of their grand plan. Why, thenproblem. | am pleased about that. There is a direct grant to
has the Barossa Hospital been delayed? local government over three years; | think it is $60 million

The Barossa Hospital was on the way under the previousver three years. They are also promising to modify and
government. Why are we seeing absolutely nothing happerchange this formula so at least we can solve that. Now, we
ing? The land was purchased, the initial planning was therenust turn our attention to the state Labor government.
and also the public consultation process was completed and These are very important road assets and, if they are run
the next thing was that we were looking at the plans, butiown to such a level, so many thousands of kilometres of
when this government came to power over two years ago, thead cannot be fixed up in one year: there has to be a 10 or
whole thing stalled. We are seeing a massive increase in agé8-year program. The way we are going is very poor. We
care and senior citizens moving to this area. One particuldrave severe dust problems at Kapunda and, at the recent
developer was going to build 120 new aged residents’ unitabinet meeting there, | was pleased to show the Minister for
Where are they going to get their meidcal care from? AreTransport’s Chief of Staff and CEO the problems experienced
they going to get it from the old aged Angaston Hospital? lby the people on the eastern side of the town. Mantina
challenge any member to come up and have a look at thiQuarries has hundreds of truck movements each week, and
hospital. As a member of the Public Works Committee, wethese roads are just bulldust. The dust that blows over the
tour around the state to Murray Bridge and Millicent, for town of Kapunda from East Terrace is disgraceful. You could
example. None of these hospitals are as bad as Angastonnet live or work in it, sir. Imagine trying to hang out your
none of them. Here we have the premium Barossa Valleywashing with dust wafting across the town, and that does not
which is the cream on the economy in South Australia, thainclude the dust from the trucks coming down the main street
has to put up with these second-rate facilities. loaded with hay. The hay is a good thing but, as the trucks

| pay credit to the people working at this hospital becauséeave the town, there is a residue that ends up in the main
Angaston Hospital is a fully accredited hospital. When youstreet.
see the facilities that these people work in, all | can say is all There is an urgent need to bituminise the bypass around
power to them, because they do a fantastic job. It is lik&Kapunda, and East Terrace needs to be bituminised. That
putting a T-Ford in the grand prix and winning. should become the bypass, and then all these trucks could use

Dr McFetridge interjecting: that road and come into Kapunda on Perry Road. It is safe,

Mr VENNING: Or a Hupmobile, as the shadow minister and there are no mines underneath it, because we have
reminds me. Hupmobiles are very good cars. | am verghecked. That would solve the problem for these people and
concerned that the Barossa Hospital has been another victiwould give them a reasonable standard of living, without this
of this Generational Health Review. | do not believe that itchoking dust and without the hay in the main street. Johnsons
is the minister who is controlling it here, | believe it is the is very welcome in Kapunda, and we welcome the hay, but
bureaucrats (I will not name them) but | believe that peoplehis is a very unfortunate by-product of the trucks driving out
outside of this house have got an agenda here. | think that thf the town. They are not cleaned off properly, and the hay
ministers are being conned or that they are not aware of whahds up in the main street. The trucks need to go straight out
is going on, but | am very conscious of that being the resulbf the town. These are my concerns.
of what is going on. Of course, the next thing we see and hear
about is threats to our local hospital boards themselves. The TheHon. M.R. BUCKBY (Light): In a grievance debate
review says that we should sack all of our local hospitak few days ago, | spoke about the occupational therapy driver
boards; pardon the pun, but over my dead body. No way. Thatccess service. | want to add a few more comments and
is a disgrace. Mine is some body I can tell you, but no wayinformation for the house with regard to that service and the
should that ever happen. meeting | had with Susan Gilbert from the Occupational

The bureaucrats put these things together in these reporthierapy Association. This service is currently at risk. It has
and, bit by bit, they sneak all these movements in—all thesbeen supported by the University of South Australia and the
acts that seem to happen by stealth. | can assure you that | &#MA, with funding of $120 000 from the RAA over three
going to hammer you. You are going to get sick of hearingyears and $70 000 from the university over that period of
about it. You got sick of hearing about Gomersal Road, weltime, but the RAA has now advised the Occupational Therapy
we have got it. You are going to get sick of hearing about aAssociation that it does not wish this money to be seen as
new Barossa Hospital because the land is there and you diending that continues over a long period of years: it sees it
going to cop it until you do it, because | believe that it is theas setting up and helping the program but not as recurrent
only responsible and fair thing to do. funding. Of course, universities are particularly tight with

| also want to get to road funding. Road funding in ourrespect to money at the moment, so the funds from that
state is generally very poor as a subject. | have, in a trusource are not guaranteed either, and that is the reason why
apolitical way, been putting it up to my federal Liberal party the association has made approaches to the state government
colleagues, who are members of the federal governmein relation to the upcoming budget about whether it would be
criticising them for the federal government formula that weable to get some support.
use to allocate road funding here in South Australia. The The service sees about four people per week, and they are
formulain the past has worked against South Australia as thesually referred from doctors. Parkinson’s disease sufferers
Treasurer would know. It has worked against us. The firsand those suffering from Alzheimer’s disease comprise the
thing they say to me is why should allocations to Southmajority of their clients. The service assesses whether the
Australia be increased? Your government, the current statdients’ skills, given their disease, are suitable for them to
Rann Labor government, is now the lowest funding per capitdrive safely on the road, and it assists them in getting back
in Australia. When you look at the other states, Queenslandn the road and being able to drive. Ms Gilbert had a
allocates $60 million for road funding. discussion with Transport SA, and it has advised that it is
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sympathetic about funding but wants it to be integrated wittthe undertakings given and the service delivered is of the
Transport SA offices. It believes that it may be included inhighest standard and is meeting the requirements of Transport
the Fitness to Drive task force, but it is worried that it maySA and of the minister, but | do think that there is a big
take some 12 months to report on that issue. advantage in their being set aside from within the department.
As | said the other day, there are some 70 to 80 occupdFhat is a particular area that is very important and one that |
tional therapists in Victoria, as opposed to six in Southwould ask the government to consider in its deliberations on
Australia. However, | have checked recently, and somé¢he upcoming budget.
13 people have now started the course in South Australia this
year, and that will deliver additional occupational therapists Mrs PENFOLD (Flinders): The Labor government has
to undertake this task once they have completed thetalked at length about consulting the people, about listening
qualifications. This is a particularly important community to the people and about being a responsive and caring
service, the demand for which will not diminish, as | said thegovernment. The Minister for Agriculture, Food and Fisher-
other night. Because the service cannot cope with the demaies, when he was the Minister for Regional Development,
atthe moment, it has to refer some people, particularly thosannounced that a regional impact assessment statement would
in the South-East, to its Victorian counterpart for them tobe undertaken for significant government decisions. He
access help, as they cannot be assessed here in Soatiounced that these statements would be ‘publicly available
Australia purely because of the numbers demanding thefp the community for consideration and input’ by ‘ensuring
service. Only those clients with sufficient funds are able tdhat South Australia’s regional areas are given the profile they
access the service by the alternative route. In other words, iteed and deserve in state government decision making and
is a user pays system and, if they are able to afford it, thegesource allocation determinations’.
can access the service in Victoria. The Seafood Council called one minister’s regional
The government should look at supporting this servicestatements laughable back in June 2003, so there must be
and we are not talking about a large amount of money. some statements. The simple fact is that it is another example
know that the Treasurer will say that every little bit adds up of the government’s rhetoric: all bombast with less substance
and that is true: it does. However, the fact is that more anthan fairy floss. | bring to the attention of the house a
more people in this category will require the support of anconcerning example of where this government announces
occupational therapist to assess their driving ability. In termavith fanfare how consultative it is but then does the opposite
of road safety (which is certainly a driver of this governmentwith the people who will be most adversely affected, those
and one that we support on this side of the house), it is awho live in the country.
issue that needs to be looked at. The occupational therapy When the former Minister for Transport announced the
practice is client centred; that is, the person is encouraged twoposed road safety reforms, | wrote to him on 22 July 2002
be an equal and expert partner in their knowledge of botfithis letter has been acknowledged twice but not answered)
themselves and the needs and conditions that they requir@nd on 19 December 2003 (this letter has been acknowledged
The work that is undertaken has a wide range of inclusionggnce but not answered), asking that regional impact assess-
such as leisure, play, voluntary work, education, care ofnent statements be undertaken prior to the implementation
others, habits and roles and functional and communityf the road safety reforms. It was amazing to me that the
mobility of their clients. This work is particularly important government was introducing a raft of tougher penalties as part
to the individual, and it enhances their health and wellbeingf an overhaul of road safety laws but at the same time
within the community. Driving and mobility are core significantly reducing road funding in regional areas. | am
occupations that underpin much of our social expectationsure that a regional impact assessment statement would have
and structural surroundings, and they also support each otheenfirmed that more money spent on safer roads would have
in occupational roles and habits. a greater impact on improving road safety and reducing the
As we said earlier, when we debated the medical issugsumber of accidents than more restrictive laws.
relating to the restriction of drivers and their licences, this In both letters | reminded the minister of his government’s
likewise supports that area. This body particularly delivercommitment to undertake regional impact assessment
the very good service to our community of assessing peoplgtatements as part of the process prior to introducing legisla-
who are suffering from a debilitating disease or recoverindion or regulations that particularly affected those living in
from an accident and who require occupational therapy toural and regional South Australia. However, the former
help them through that period. It was originally set up to meeminister announced the Road Safety Advisory Council’'s 25
community needs, and it sees the most complex and higiecommendations for the second phase of road safety reform.
need clients. Others are managed by Transport SA. Thde said that the council took into account interstate and
service adds value to the current system and, as | said, it ®/erseas road safety experience, the work of various task
not an issue that will go away. forces and community input. | questioned the community
One issue is that Transport SA would see the serviceput. Who asked regional people for input, particularly the
subsumed into Transport SA, and | believe that that wouloung? The minister also advised that the council had
not be the right model. There is an advantage in the serviddentified another 13 key road safety issues that it will be
standing aside from Transport SA, because | could see iigvestigating during the rest of this year.
being swallowed. In times of reassessment, it would perhaps In June 2003 the Minister for Industry, Trade and
suffer in a larger bureaucracy, and it is particularly importanRegional Development advised that the government's
that, as professionals, the occupational therapists are abledbjective is to ensure greater transparency of government
operate as a stand-alone facility, supported and accountaldeministration in relation to the regions by undertaking
to Transport SA but certainly not subsumed within theregional impact assessment statements and that the govern-
bureaucracy. ment would publish the outcome of these consultations. He
It would be a good idea to have an officer either from thereassured the public of South Australia that this new model
association or from Transport SA, which would ensure thatvould:
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... ensure deliberations of cabinet and senior levels of government The restrictive changes to road rules are impacting
would be more attuned to the concerns and priorities of I’egionahegativew on farming business and trucking companies.
areas. What are the implications of country young adults having to
He said that this transparent consultation would: be provisional driyers until they are 20 years of age? Most
.. . improve government responsiveness and lift its capacity to takgounhg p(faople aSS.ISt at harvzst time by derlng hgaderhs, tr?kas
into account regional needs, not only when government decisions aff Other farm equipment, and I am concerned about the effect
made but also when proposals are at the initial stages of beiriflat these initiatives will have on these activities. Will
framed. someone be 22 years of age before they can even apply for

Yet none of this was evident when changes were made to tife h€avy vehicle licence? Trucking companies are having
road safety laws. Even the implementation of the learneffoUble enlisting young people to become drivers without the
drivers’ requirements was inequitable for country people annPOSt of having to wait until a later age, by which time these

created considerable confusion. People on learners’ permY@ung people will have found other career options, probably

under the old rules were not given sufficient notice of theln the cities. These things would have been picked up in a

changes, throwing into disorder their plans for employmenfegional impact assessment statement and perhaps adjust-
and casual jobs during the school holidays. At the very leasf€nts made.

a transition period should have been put in place. A number A driving instructor commented ifihe Advertiser of 9

of young people and their parents protested the inequity of theebruary 2004:

new laws. Some politically aware young people from my | think they are already making it too hard to get a learner's
electorate signed a petition requesting the minister to exempermit and it's putting some kids out of the reach of getting their
them from having to wait the now required six months. Theylearners.

just wanted to be able to get on with their lives as planned syrely the aim should be to have drivers who are qualified,
Many of these country learner drivers do not have thesafe to themselves and other road users. Consideration should
advantage of having a Department of Transport officer or d&e given to how the unfair impacts of these laws can be
qualified training person in their town, thus requiring themreduced for our country kids and their families, before more
to make complicated arrangements to undertake drivaestrictions are put in place. | ask that a regional impact
training, sometimes necessitating a number of special rourassessment statement be undertaken to reduce the potential
trips of up to 300 or more kilometres to fit in lessons andimpact of the rules already in place, and of others that are
tests. This is at great expense and inconvenience to familyeing considered.
members, who often have to take time off work to get the
person wanting a licence to the nearest town with the TheHon. W.A. MATTHEW (Bright): With the time
facilities. Motor vehicles are often the only mode of transporthat is available to me this evening, | rise to state in part the
available for accessing government departments, schoalase for the South Australian Ambulance Service. Last week,
work, social and sporting functions. Country people do nothe Labor government made a decision which | believe will
have the luxury, in the majority of cases, of taxis, buseshave severe and far reaching ramifications for the employees
trains or trams, so driving licences are a necessity, not af the South Australian Ambulance Service, for its volunteers
luxury. Travelling significant distances is a fact of life for the and for this vital emergency service that is provided to the
majority of people living in regional communities. South Australian community. Last week, the government
While parents are concerned about their children drivingdecided through its cabinet to move the Ambulance Service
they find that the quality of life for their children is lifted into the administration of the Health Department.
when they are able to drive themselves to sport practice, extra Itis well known that there are some managerial problems
study periods at exam time in year 12, and to social functiongvithin the South Australian Ambulance Service. | am not
Inexperience and the novelty of driving are two major factorsabout to dispute that and those problems are detailed by the
in reckless driving, something that a regional impact assessonsultancy (that has the rather unusual name of Lizard
ment statement surely would have identified. Education coul®rinking) that undertook the work to expose the problems
be the key. Defensive driving courses would be morghat are within that service’'s management. To undertake such
effective in combating the road toll, in particular, and roada retrograde step of amalgamating the management of the
accidents in general. | certainly do not condone drink drivingambulance service into the Health Commission is a decision
However, penalising a first-time offender by disqualifying that reeks of sheer idiocy. It is incompetent, it is foolish to the
them from driving for long periods adds to the discriminationextreme, and this government will bear the full brunt of the
against those living in rural and regional South Australia. consequences.

This may result in higher unemployment, health problems When the Liberal Government came into power in 1993
associated with isolation and a lack of the means to socialisthe ambulance service was a troubled organisation. Its
and could well be significant in increasing our already highvolunteers had been battered by the Labor Government, as
regional youth suicides and poor mental health. It is soberinthey have battered many volunteers in our community, and
to note that the government’s much vaunted road safetthat ambulance service was at breaking point. We had to take
reforms have not reduced the road toll. However, | wondesome fairly fast and serious steps. | was the then minister
what the effect has been on our already high youth suicideharged with that responsibility. | found appalling examples
rate in country areas. A regional impact assessment statemeaitfinancial mismanagement within the service to the extent
should have identified what advantages and possible disathat a chief executive officer had departed with a payout of
vantages, if any, the reforms would have in these matters.dome $800 000-plus. | had that payout investigated by Crown
understand that changes implemented in Victoria have ndtaw and they found that, at the most, $150 000 should have
reduced the incidence of drink driving, nor reduced accidentdeen paid. On that basis | demanded the resignation of the
Again, a regional impact assessment statement would haveembers of the Ambulance Board and those resignations
brought out this point. were then forthcoming. | retained four board members whom
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| believed to be professional and not involved with theActing Speaker, to direct the member for Bright to come back
decision and the others got their deserved marching ordert the substance of the debate.

What then occurred were some significant changes to the The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Bedford): The honour-
service. We provided certainty for the volunteers. Weable member may keep going.
provided a change to the service that made it one of which the TheHon. W.A. MATTHEW: Thank you, Madam Acting
state could be proud. We introduced the professionabpeaker. Before the sensitivities of the minister were
paramedics into the ambulance service. We introduced @xposed, | was saying that the government is moving a
Diploma in Applied Science (Ambulance Studies) throughportfolio to a minister who clearly cannot cope with the mess
Flinders University to enable officers to be professionallythat she has around her now. What hope is there for the
trained, and introduced a new patient transfer service for nofRmbulance Service if it is to be thrust under that minister?
elective carry which improved the efficiency of that ambu- ~ The Hon. SW. Key interjecting:
lance transport, and cut the costs in one hit of that type of TheHon. W.A. MATTHEW: The minister may interject,
ambulance carry by more than 25 per cent. but she has been here long enough to know the rules of debate

We introduced a more professional management anifl the 10 minute grievance on the Supply Bill. That gives me
reporting structure within the organisation and a morehe latitude to talk on this topic, and talk on this topic | will,
professional and informed Ambulance Board. We change@nd this minister standing up taking points of order will not
the livery of the ambulance service progressively to theStop me from talking on this topic. It is absolutely vital that
universal colour of dark green so it would be easily recogthis service be given the opportunity to resolve its problems
nised whether in city or in country, whether volunteer or paig@nd move forward. ,
equipped, well trained and well financed. is that the ambulance officers do not want to move into the

It disappoints me that in the time that this government hagepartment of health. The Ambulance Service volunteers do

been in power the management of that service has fallen insfgOt want to move into the department of health, but the

disarray, and | am conscious of the fact that the very profe Jepartment of health wants them. Why? Because more S.ta.ff
sional chief executive officer, the respected lan Pickering, ha&62ns more budget means more control. Thatis what this is
departed from that service and | dare say his departure in f°0UL: more control and derision of the Ambulance Service
small way has resulted in the lapse that has occurred. Be th plunteers who have b%en belted so heavily at the hands of
as it may, that does not justify the retrograde step of puttin IS governrgent. Why? Because they are not 'un|on|se.d
the ambulance service back where it was when the proble t_)our. Why? Because they are not part of a union that is
occurred before. The Liberal government took it out of the"'N9 the coffers of the Labor Party come the next state
health bureaucracy because the health bureaucracy ngéactlon. . .

destroying the ambulance service by cut after cut—a death One has only to look to the fire service to see how much

of a thousand cuts. Indeed | owe my election to this parlia"oNey was poured from the United Firefighters Union into

ment in part to ambulance volunteers. In 1989, when bein e Labpr Party for the last state election campaign to know
belted by the then Bannon Labor Government, St Joh hat this mob is really about. They do not give a damn about

Ambulance volunteers, without request from me, handed OLWhat happens to our Ambulance Service. They do no_t gve
their own St John how to vote cards right through mya damn about what happens to country volunteers in our

save Ambulance Service volunteers. They knew me to b bul Service s f ico th
someone who is committed to the survival of their serviceh m It?] ance er_\rnrz:e |sﬁ_ar m(;]re antemergk]erlmy slerv!;:t;e than a
to the survival of volunteers and to their dedication, and '€/t Service. 1he Gllicers have to work closely with other

retain that commitment and respect to this day.lforonewilFmergenCy servpes—the State Emergency Service, the
not sit by and see this government foolhardily send th ountry Fire Service and the Metrqpolltan Fire Service—
Ambulance Service back further ecause it is those other three services that are often first at

There is no doubt that the service has manageme n accident scene using equipment to cut victims out of a

; hicle wreck.
problems and that they have to be addressed, and that is what.l.hiS is a disgraceful move against the service, and for this

:n?[?idtt?eAODDOSI]EtIOE exprict?d r?f theneirr??krl?encill srﬁmcﬁ overnment to use a report that highlights management
Ser. As SO often seems 1o happée S gOvernMent, ,plems as a reason for moving this troubled service into an

"r;’]hﬁgtgrpatrﬂgul\l/laa%‘t)g:%'rolgrigdggguIts’g?r.gggliﬂg ];Slrr:g?éreven more troubled department is absolutely scandalous.
inister— ni gency Services, Nl Every cabinet minister without exception must bear the

for Infrastructure, who was once minister for .po_l|ce until responsibility for what will follow if this foolishness is not
there were a few problems there—the portfolio is moved

.~ reversed posthaste, and | call on the government to reverse

. o e e O flis decision. In fairness to the members of the Labor caucus,
have to be made about its future. When will this minister takeiEiS probably did not go to the vote, so | call on them to use
t

responsible decisions about things that matter in this state, eir influence over their ministerial colleagues, who have
In its wisdom, cabinet has decided to move the portfolignade a decision without consulting them, to reverse that

from the Minister for Emergency Services to the haplesgjecision in the best interests of the delivery of a professional
Minister for Health. That minister has had enormous troum%mergency service in this state.

grasping her portfolio. The health portfolio is in absolute  Time expired.

shambles. The department is equally in shambles. Our public

hospitals are in shambles; yet now this minister, who has Mr SCALZI (Hartley): Tonight | wish to go back to the

demonstrated herself to be incapable— grievance speech that | began on Monday when | was rudely
TheHon. SW. KEY: I rise on a point of order. | cannot interrupted by the member for West Torrens and | was not

see what this has to do with the debate and | ask you, Madaable to finish my grieve. The member for West Torrens called
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a point of order on my talking about the O-Bahn incident anchave no difficulty (and, in fact, we support them), | believe
security on the O-Bahn. That was a bit strange because, juste should also look at crime prevention strategies. | lobbied
before my grieve, in question time the member for Torrenghe previous government to ensure that those grants did
asked the Minister for Transport about the same thing and thieappen year after year for Norwood, Payneham and St Peters,
member for West Torrens did not take a point of order on thas well as Campbelltown, and | remember the meetings with
minister or the member for Torrens with regard to theall the stakeholders, chaired by Andrew Patterson, who is still

incident that took place on the O-Bahn. involved in that area, which put in place crime prevention
MrsGeraghty: | asked a question and the minister strategies. There were young people from the schools,

answered it. Housing Trust representatives and Neighbourhood Watch
Mr SCALZI: Yes. representatives. All the stakeholders sat around the table and
The ACTING SPEAKER: Does the member for Hartley took measures to ensure that the community provided an

need protection? environment to reduce the incidence of crime—for example,

Mr SCALZI: No, madam, thank you. | mentioned the car theft and so on.
rock-throwing incident on the O-Bahn, wanting to link that  In regard to the cost of that, the past government provided
to the local crime prevention strategies which, sadly, havépproximately $70 000 to two councils and, as | said, it
been cut down in my area. | believe that the crime preventioiorked very well. The same amount must now be spread
programs that were in place prior to the Rann governmerf?etween five councils, so programs are limited. Government
coming into office were working. Norwood, Payneham, Stfunding has been confirmed until the end of the next financial
Peters and Campbelltown had the best graffiti result in th¢ear, but there is no funding such as the previous government
metropolitan area. In fact, they got some awards for it, s@rovided for the very successful crime prevention strategies.
much so that the Burnside council took it on. | agree with theSpending $70 000 or $80 000 is a lot cheaper than having to
minister and | commend her and local government for takingontinuously pour money into trying to solve the problem
action as a result of the incident because bus drivers and tigice those incidents occur. The government should think
public must be protected; there is no question of that. very carefully about its strategies for dealing with crime.

I commend bus drivers who carry heavy responsibility for As we know, about 90 per cent of young people who come
the safety of their passengers and too often are called updto contact with the law do not reoffend. There should be
to deal with difficult, dangerous situations. As | said the otherfrestorative justice—deal with the offenders and protect the
day, it is estimated that on weekdays 35 000 passengers ueblic. Let us put the young people right, but never write
the O-Bahn, and | also commend the authorities for actinghem off. This government’s strategy is just punishment. In
quickly. There is no question that the opposition supports thée long run it will not work. It is no use talking about
minister in the action that she has taken. In answer to thgupport for young people if we do not recognise the work that
question asked by the member for Torrens, the minister saidey do as volunteers in the CFS, emergency services and

We will also be speaking with local councils along the route oféOmmunity programs that take place in local schools.

the O-Bahn to see whether improvements can be made in terms of The ACTING SPEAKER: The green army!
visibility along the route for the drivers, so that they can anticipate  Mr SCALZI: The green army and conservation groups.

any such mischief. Young people are committed. We should remember that
She also said: recognition is a prerequisite to the next cycle of contribution.
Itis really unfortunate that we have to go to these sorts of lengthdf we ignore young people and label them all as not caring
The measures that | have just talked about come at a cost of sonadout the environment and law and order, we will not have
$250 000 to guard against this sort of mischief. Of prime importancehe opportunity to put them right. You cannot put them right
to the state government is the safety of our drivers and our passen-you write them off. | found that out as a teacher over
gers. 18 years. You have to recognise when people are doing the

MsCICCARELLO: | rise on a point of order. The yight thing. Young people especially want recognition, and
member fOI’ Hartley appears to be read|ng fl’bhmsard, th|s government has the Wrong strategy

which is not allowed. He is quoting frotdansard. Time expired.
The ACTING SPEAKER: | am sure that the honourable
member is not referring to earlier debates and, if he had been, Ms CHAPMAN (Bragg): Last week | had visit me a
he will no longer do so. journalist who, in 1974 (30 years ago) when he worked for
Mr SCALZI: Madam, | am making the point that the The Advertiser, had written an article about the Brittania
government has taken action at great cost, and | suggest thaundabout. He told me it was a problem then and I told him
there are other strategies as well as implementing safetyat it is still a problem. Indeed, he wants to write another
measures to ensure that passengers are protected on #ticle about it. Because we are two weeks away from the
O-Bahn, which is a big part of my electorate, as it is for the2004 state budget which will cover the government’s
member for Torrens. expenditure over the next financial year, | wish to highlight
Mrs Geraghty interjecting: to the house the importance of this issue. Since | have been
Mr SCALZI: The member for Torrens reminds me thatthe member for Bragg over the last two years | have taken up
there were some problems on the O-Bahn, and | commend tieis issue on almost a monthly basis with the two ministers
former Minister for Transport (Hon. Diana Laidlaw), who who have responsibility for this area, and before | leave the
listened to me as the local member, as | am sure she listensdat of Bragg | intend to ensure that something is done about
to the member for Torrens on many occasions. She installeétl—and | am not about to go in a hurry!
24-hour security cameras at the Paradise interchange as well This is a five road intersection which has been the basis
as lockers for bicycles, and patrols were put in place t@f a number of reports that have recommended, in more
protect parked vehicles. So it is nothing new that we haveecent years, that an underpass is now necessary to deal long
from time to time had to take measures to address problenterm with the issues of the extraordinary saturation of traffic;
but, apart from these very important measures with which weafety and the accident rate; the increase in traffic issues that
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arise out of the Portrush Road upgrade; and the majanent, has on its lap a very significant proportion of the
problem of heavy transport vehicles getting around théndustry and stakeholders who say it is now time to act, and
roundabout. It is an issue with which | have become familiarl urge the new minister to ensure that in this budget her
| wrote regularly to Minister Wright in 2002-03 and he government provides the funds to make a decision on at least
advised me that this project was essentially an unfundef{'® four plans that have been presented to the state govern-
candidate project, whatever that means, and | thought it migfif€nt in the document which is the concept status report
sneak into this budget but, of course, we have changeff€Pared by Transport SA to deal with at least a 10 year
ministers. In March 2003 the minister acknowledged ininterim proposal. . .
correspondence the following: ‘Brittania roundabout is There is the. Swinburne UK option, of which | r.ecently
strategic improvement priority.” That is rather a good thing®€c@me appraised. For every road that comes in you go
given that the next month, when the state transport plan w ound a mini roundabout in a clockwise direction and you

published by the government, it was identified again by thé"€n 90 into the centre of the roundabout and go anticlock-
experts in this area as being important. wise, which is rather novel, and | bet it is quite a tourist

. .attraction in the United Kingdom. That is possibly a fifth
Even the RAA has come out recently and described thigstion. | do not care what option the government finally
as the Achilles heel of Adelaide. Why? Because we are Noyacides on—it has the experts in the department to make that
at a stage where 51 000 vehicles go through this intersectiqfucision—but | at least expect the government to do some-
per day and 115 motor vehicle accidents occur at thi%hing about this and do it in this year's budget.

intersection every year (that is more than an average of tWo potion carried.

a week) from which significant personal and property damage  gj|| taken through its remaining stages.

arise. So it is time for this government to act. | appreciate that

the Dunstan, Corcoran, Tonkin, Bannon, Arnold, Brown and ADJOURNMENT

Olsen administrations have all had goes at it over the years

and, in fairness to all of them, may well have dealt with the At 10 p.m. the house adjourned until Thursday 5 May at
issues at the time. But this government, the Rann goverh0.30 a.m.



