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opposite might oppose this single desk for barley; that is up
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY to the Liberal Party. However, the National Competition

Council does and the federal Treasurer agrees with it. The
Wednesday 2 June 2004 NCC recommended the deduction of 5 per cent from the total
. . South Australian competition payments as a suspended
The SPEAKER (Hon. L.P. Lewis) took the chair at henaty that would not take effect if barley marketing reforms

2 p.m. and read prayers. were implemented by 30 June 2004. South Australia appealed
this assessment in 2003 on the basis that the state required
NATIONAL COMPETITION PAYMENTS more time to consider the results of the Round Review. The

South Australian government is further concerned that barley
growers will have the existing protection provided by ABB
removed without any guarantee that they will benefit from

The Hon. M.D. RANN (Premier): | seek leave to make
a ministerial statement.
Leave granted.

this.

The Hon. M.D. RANN: The commonwealth has sought  The Sputh Australian government also objects to the
to penalise South Australia by withholding payments ofyenalty imposed upon the Chicken Meat Industry Act, which
moneys that | believe are owed to South Australia agffers growers a choice between collective or individual
competition payments. Today | have written to the federahargaining with processors. All we want is for small growers
Treasurer, calling upon him to withdraw competition paymentg pe able to come together to secure their bargaining position
penalties of $8.7 million (or 15 per cent) of the competitionyyith the large processors. However, despite early indications
payments due to this state. These penalties were applied ggm NCC officials that the act would be compliant, the NCC
8 December last year for South Australia’s supposed failurgyter declared it was not and hit South Australia with a
to adopt reforms proposed by the National Competitions> g9 mjllion penalty. The South Australian government
Council (NCC) to legislation applying to the liquor licensing, remains committed to implementing sensible competition
barley and chicken meat industries. That means almogjolicy reforms where there is clear evidence that such
$9 million less we have to fund our schools, hospitals, policgeforms will deliver benefits to the community as a whole.
and roads and is a cut we cannot afford. It is all becausgne government strongly objects to the NCC's insistence on
South Australia’s current arrangements over the sale Ghe removal of protections to small business and the commun-
liquor, the marketing of barley and the rules governing oufy, 5 in the case of barley, liquor licensing and chicken meat
chicken meat industry are seen as anti-competitive by th@qustry legislation. | am amazed that members opposite in
federal Liberal government and, in particular, by Treasurethe L iberal Party do not support our stand on this. According-
Peter Costello. ly, | have written to the federal Treasurer today requesting

The South Australian government provided strong andhat he:
compelling reasons for the retention of existing arrangements immediately reverse his decision to impose penalties of
in these areas—arrangements that have worked and are $8.7 million of competition payments;
working well in this state—in an appeal statement of- confirm, firstly, social impacts of legislative reforms
17 October 2003. These arguments have been ignored by the should be considered equally with economic impacts and,
federal Treasurer. When Australian governments, including - secondly, the November 2000 decision of the Council of
the previous South Australian government, agreed to a range Australian Governments that governments are entitled to
of competition reforms in 1995 it was on the basis that both  choose from a range of reform outcomes providing a net
economic and social impacts of reforms would be considered. public benefit; and
However, the NCC is ignoring these social impacts. Whatis direct the NCC to apply this policy in its future assess-
more, the federal Treasury has accepted its recommendations ments.
without further consideration. It is Treasurer Costello whosouth Australia is committed to providing competition reform
applied these penalties. that is in the public interest. Our reform of shop trading hours

A real issue of concern is the requirement on Souths a clear example of this. We are not interested in applying
Australia that we remove the ‘proof of need’ test for hotel anda one size fits all template handed down from Canberra.
retail liguor merchant licences. Bodies such as the Drug and Members interjecting:

Alcohol Services Council, the Salvation Army, and South  The Hon. M.D. RANN: It is quite clear that members
Australia Police have argued strongly against the abolition obpposite want to do away with the single desk. They are
the needs test. They argue that the greater the number Krfing up with the NCC and Costello. We are lining up on the
liquor outlets the greater the prevalence of liquor-relategide of the barley growers and the farmers. | have urged the
harm. Do we want a community where alcohol is sold affederal Treasurer—

every corner shop or service station convenience store just Membersinterjecting:

because it complies with some theory about competition or The SPEAKER: Order!

anti-competitive behaviour? Ironically, there is expert opinion  The Hon. M.D. RANN: Competition reform in South
that this ‘proof of need’ test actually protects against businesgustralia should benefit South Australia. The public interest
failures in the industry and against market domination by ongequires that assessment be made of the social as well as the
or two powerful players, which would lead to a reduction ineconomic impacts of the application of national competition
competition. policy. We cannot allow ourselves to be made beholden to a

Now for the issue of the single desk in terms of barley.narrow approach favoured by the NCC. | have urged the
The Barley Marketing Act 1993 has served South Australidederal Treasurer to restore the competition payments that he
well and has provided the state with the orderly ‘single deskis presently holding back from South Australian families.
marketing system that has allowed the barley industry to South Australia cannot afford to do without this money
flourish. The government has no desire to see the end ofreow or into the future. Unless the federal Treasurer changes
system that has served barley growers so well. Membeisis mind, we will have no choice but to eventually legislate
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within the time frame he has set. We must all work togethemcrease by more than 250 child care workers. The measures
to convince the Liberals in Canberra that they are going dowh have announced today will widen the safety net for our
the wrong path. The South Australian barley industry, hotelghildren, regardless of where they are.

industry and chicken meat industry must redouble their

determined efforts in lobbying the Howard government. SAPOL BUDGET

Members opposite must join us in the fight on behalf of South o )

Australia, not against it. They need to take up the call of the The Hon. K.O. FOLEY (Minister for Police): | seek
Minister for Agriculture and put state before party and lobbyleave to make a ministerial statement.

their federal colleagues. They need to tell them they have got Leave granted.

it wrong, and | would welcome their support on behalf of ~ The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: Yesterday in this place the
South Australia member for Mawson claimed that a leaked South Australia

Members interjecting: Police memo to local service area managers identified

The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member for 11 local service areas as having exhausted their budget. |
MacKillop is presupposing that question time has com-have since been informed that the memo was actually an
menced. It has not. email—between whom we do not know, as | am yet to be

provided with a copy by the member. | have since discussed
CHILD ABUSE the issue with the Commissioner of Police and can assure the
house that any suggestions that the South Australia Police

The Hon. K.O. FOLEY (Minister for Police): | seek budget has been exhausted are totally incorrect. | am advised
leave to make a ministerial statement. that, at the end of April 2004—

Leave granted. Mr Brokenshire interjecting:

The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: Following the report of the The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: ‘Emailing me’! Now the leaked
inquiry into the handling of sex abuse claims within theemail is to him, is it? A memo to an email to him! | am
Anglican Church, | can announce that the government wilkdvised that, at the end of April 2004, SAPOL's year to date
now strengthen our state’s laws regarding the mandatoryosition for recurrent expenditure was $188 000 under
reporting of suspected sexual and other abuse. This morningidget. SAPOL’s forecast recurrent budget position for the
I met with the Commissioner of Police, who has recommendend of the year is to be on the positive side of break-even,
ed that the existing reporting requirements under the Childwith a small surplus currently forecast. The combined year
ren’s Protection Act be extended. The government agreas April 2004 managed operating budget position for the
with this position. northern operations and the southern operations was $86 000

| can inform the house that the government will urgentlyahead of budget.
introduce legislation extending mandatory reporting require-  Mr Brokenshire: Why did you pull your relief pool—the
ments to staff and volunteers of church and other religiougorthern relief pool?
organisations. The legislation will include any minister of The SPEAKER: Order!
religion, including a priest, rabbi, ordained minister, Christian  The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: | do not pull relief pools. That,
Science practitioner or other similar functionary. of course, is the Police Commissioner’s responsibility.

Mr Brindal interjecting: The SPEAKER: Order!

The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: Just listen. The requirement will The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: As part of a normal quarterly
not extend to confessionals and other similar sacred comeview performed at the end of March, SAPOL redirected
munications. The government will work closely with church fynds totalling $475 000 to address local service area cost
groups in the implementation of these changes. Notifiers Wilhressures. These funds were provided from the corporate
require training and organisations will need to developyperating reserves within SAPOL. The Commissioner of

appropriate protocols. Police has the full confidence of this government. He does an
Members interjecting: excellent job in administering the policy of this government
The SPEAKER: Order! Leave has been granted. and managing the South Australia Police budget. This

The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: Thank you, sir. As members government will continue to support our police by giving

know, those who prey on young children do not operate onlyhem the resources and laws they need to get on with the job.
within religious organisations. The law already requires

volunteers or persons employed by organisations that provide PAIWALLA SWAMP

health, welfare, child care or residential services for children

to notify the authorities of suspected cases of child abuse. But The Hon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Environment and

child abusers also target other groups which currently magonservation): | seek leave to make a ministerial statement.

not be covered by the act. That is why we will further extend Leave granted.

mandatory reporting to cover individuals within recreational The Hon. J.D. HILL: Yesterday in question time, on

and other groups who are engaged in the actual delivery @fdvice received from officers in my agency, | made reference

services to children or those who supervise them. The Polid® the innovative approach being taken to allocate water saved

Commissioner has also recommended that the penalty fédrom the Loxton irrigation scheme to Paiwalla Swamp for

failure to notify be increased. | can therefore inform the housenvironmental purposes. | am disappointed that the member

today that the government will be proposing that the penaltyor Unley is not in the chamber. | have since been advised

be increased from $2 500 to $10 000. that Paiwalla Swamp is somewhat unique in that it is one of
This government has made child protection a priority fromthe few areas in the Lower Murray Swamps that can be

the moment it took office. This government commissionedallocated water specifically held in South Australia’s River

the Layton report into child protection and has subsequentlivlurray entitement for wetland management purposes. In this

committed more than $200 million in extra funding for this regard, the water allocation plan for the River Murray

vital area. This will see the number of child protection staffprescribed watercourse specifically allocates 200 gigalitres
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of water for the management of nominated wetlandspregnant women who smoke to make a special effort to call
Therefore, the allocation for Paiwalla Swamp has been madbe Quitline on 131 848 for advice and assistance.

from that water prescribed for wetland management rather

than from that saved from the Loxton irrigation scheme. | CHILD ABUSE

think it was the reference to that water that the member for

Unley had in mind when he asked the question. The Hon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of Opposition): My
guestion is to the Deputy Premier as Minister for Police.

LEGISLATIVE REVIEW COMMITTEE Given the statement by the Attorney-General yesterday to the
house that there should not be a review into abuse claims of
Mr HANNA (Mitchell): | bring up the 22nd report of the children under state care because the task force—
committee. The Hon. K.O. Foley interjecting:
Report received. The Hon. R.G. KERIN: All right. Given the statement
by the Attorney-General yesterday that there should not be
Mr HANNA: In accordance with the preceding report | @ royal commission into the sexual abuse of children in state

advise that | no longer wish to proceed with Private Member§are because the task force is doing the job, will the Deputy
Business Bills’=Committees/Regulations, Notice of MotionPremier assure the house and South Australians that the task

No. 2. | now bring up the 23rd report of the committee. ~ force named the Child Exploitation Investigation Section of

Report received and read. the police force is adequately resourced?
The Hon. K.O. FOLEY (Deputy Premier): | spoke to
the Police Commissioner yesterday—we speak most days
QUESTION TIME about various matters—and we discussed the pending tabling

in parliament of the report into the Anglican Church.
CHILD ABUSE Mr Wiliamsinterjecting:
. The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: Monday; sorry. | am losing
The Hon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition):  yack of days; | do apologise member for MacKillop.
Does the Attorney-General consider that the Anglican Church 15 Chapman interjecting:
Inquiry and the Premier’s statements yesterday have compro- +ra Hon. K.O. FOLEY: Do you want me to answer the
mised any ongoing police investigation into possible Crimi”ahuestion or do you just want to heckle?

charges? Ms Chapman interjecting:

The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: Well, if you just give me a
Clearly, | cannot say whether or not that is so until | havegpance to answer, member for Bragg, | am happy to give an
consulted with those doing the investigation. answer, but if you would rather heckle, I will sit down and

read the newspaper. In my discussion with the Police
SMOKE-FREE PREGNANCY PROJECT Commissioner prior to the tabling of the report, | said to him,

L as | have on a number of occasions on this matter that,
Ms THOMPSON (Reynell): My question is to the 041y the issue of resources will be adequately supported

I\PAinjst?r for Healtré. IHo;NMWiII(;he ?/(lnolléle-'\ll:re_lg Eregnagcyby the government. That is, the Commissioner should advise
roject announced fast Monday, Vvor 0 lobacco Layy,q government of any resources that he feels he needs

assist pregnant women to stop smoking and reduce the risy iiona| to his current allocation, and we will provide them.

of ectopic pregnancies, miscarriages, low birth weight babie ;
stillbirths and Sudden Infant Death Syndrome? e spoke subsequent to the tabling of the report, as we have

- done on a number of occasions about this matter, including
The Hon. L. STEVENS  (Minister for Health): | 5 yery lengthy 1% hour discussion today on this and other
certainly thank the honourable member for Reynell for thenagters, At this stage the indications are that he has sufficient
question about the Smoke-Free Pregnancy Project announcglqrces within SAPOL’s budget, but he is aware of the
last Monday on World No Tobacco Day to help pregnantyoyernment’s position in that, if further resources are

women to stop smoking. The World Health Organisation hagequired he will request them and we will deal with that at
designated World No Tobacco Day to encourage communin st time—and we will look at that favourably.

ties and individuals to take action to reduce the dreadful He made the point to me that there is also the issue of

consequences of smoking. resources from the DPP perspective. Of course, it may be that
Itis estimated that one-quarter of pregnant South Austresources are needed, not necessarily just in the police area,
ralian women smoke during their pregnancy, and this can leaglt there may be requirements elsewhere; we do not know.
to aVariety of health risk factors for both mother and babyAS soon as we do know we will address it but, as my
Once born, babies are also more likely to suffer from aStth;oIleague just indicated, since coming to office we have
ear infection and upper-respiratory tract infections, if theirsypstantially increased resources to the DPP’s office. At this
mothers smoked during the pregnancy. A woman is morgtage | am advised that the resourcing allocation is sufficient,

likely to quit smoking during pregnancy, too, than at anypyt that will be monitored and we will be advised on an
other time during her life, and with help from a health ongoing basis.

professional about half of all pregnant smokers do quit.

The Smoke-Free Pregnancy Project will provide informa- The Hon. R.G. KERIN: | have a supplementary question.
tion, and one-on-one and group counselling, all supported b@iven the minister’s assurance that until now the unit has
a pregnancy quitline telephone service. Support to quit is alsbeen adequately resourced, how does he explain that the
available to the pregnant woman'’s partner to make it easieZhild Exploitation Investigation Section has failed to follow
for the woman to quit and remain a non-smoker. Tobacco stillip serious allegations of child sexual abuse and the death of
remains the single largest preventable cause of prematuaeperson in institutional care? On 28 November last year a
death and disease in Australia today, and | encourage atbmplaint was made to the Child Exploitation Investigation
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section of SAPOL related to the abuse, death and burial of aot debate the subject of the same. That is clearly where the

person on the grounds of a particular institution. The sectioeputy Premier is not now heading but has, indeed, gone. |

responded by email, agreeing to a course of action whicthink that, if there is no further factual information in

included a visit to the burial site to be videoed, and theresponse to the supplementary question asked by the leader,

recollections of the complainant recorded ‘within a few days’.it would be better for the house’s purposes to move on.

However, in December the section emailed the complainant

stating that, due to other investigations and an acute shortage = BANKSIA ENVIRONMENTAL AWARDS

of staff, they had not been able to dedicate much time to

matter. In February the section sent a third email which stated Ms BREUER (Giles): My question is to the Minister for

that they had not been able to a devote any time to the matt&nvironment and Conservation. Have any South Australian

in recent weeks due to inordinate workloads. | spoke to th@rojects been nominated for the Banksia Environmental

complainant this morning, and he informed me that there ha®wards that are being announced on World Environment Day

still been no action taken by the police, more than six month#his Saturday?

after his initial contact and despite their assurances that they The Hon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Environment and

would investigate quickly. Conservation): | thank the member for Giles for that
The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: If I may, it would have been appropriate question. | am very pleased to inform the house

opportune, and | would have thought courteous and, indeethat two organisations from South Australia have been

appropriate for, perhaps, the Leader of the Opposition t@ominated for the prestigious Banksia awards to be presented

speak to the Police Commissioner. The house needs tb Victoria, | think (certainly, not in South Australia), this

understand this: whatever resources the Police Commissionepming weekend. Two organisations, Greening Australia and

needs to fight paedophilia he will get from this governmentpetroleum company Santos, have been nominated.

Make no mistake: what he needs he will get. Let us put this Santos has been recognised for its work to protect the

debate in perspective. If members opposite— sensitive Coongie Lakes area in the north of South Australia.
Members interjecting: Greening Australia has been nominated for its work on the
The SPEAKER: Order! Fleurieu Peninsula to save the endangered South Australian

The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: There has been a decision by subspecies of the glossy black cockatoo. This project is
this government that the former government would not takereceiving joint state and federal funding and is being
The former government—of which the Leader of themanaged by the Department of Environment and Heritage.
Opposition was premier and, certainly, a senior cabinet Being nominated for a Banksia award is a significant
minister—refused to remove the 1982 date. Former Attorneyachievement in itself, and | congratulate those two organisa-
General— tions. It is particularly significant to have a petroleum

Members interjecting: company nominated for an environmental award. The South

The SPEAKER: Order! The Deputy Premier has the call. Australian projects have both been nominated in the Environ-

The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: The former cabinet and former mental Leadership in Protecting Bush Land and Waterways
attorney-general Lawson did not have the courage or the gutstegory, along with other projects from all over Australia.
to remove the pre-1982 section of the immunity. ThisThe winners of the awards will be announced in Melbourne
government did. Then the Police Commissioner, fromthis Saturday on World Environment Day.
memory, ran an open hotline for those pre-1982. We then had The protection of the Coongie Lakes involves exhaustive
(I think I have the sequence correct) the Anglican Churctcommunity negotiations and could not have happened but for
initial fallout from that issue, which saw an extraordinarily the leadership of Santos in delivering a memorandum of
large number of cases come before the police in a very shonnderstanding. As a result, petroleum activity has been
space of time. It is bizarre and quite unfair to be critical of aexcluded from 115 700 hectares of the lakes and wetlands,
police department that was hit very quickly with a massivelyand a new national park, covering 26 600 hectares, is being
increased workload, for which resources were provided. | amastablished over the core lakes area.
sick and tired of this opposition—this disgraceful opposition, Greening Australia has helped with the glossy black
this gutless opposition— cockatoo recovery program, which it is hoped will double the

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Sir, | rise on a point of order. population of glossy black cockatoos to 300 by 2008. This
Under standing order 98, the Deputy Premier is clearlynvolves re-establishing habitat, including the food trees used
debating not even the question but other issues. | ask you sy the cockatoos on the southern Fleurieu Peninsula. This
bring him back to the specific question that was asked of hiproject engages the participation of many hundreds of

by the leader. students and volunteers each year. | would like to congratu-
The SPEAKER: If the Deputy Premier can remember the |ate both Santos and Greening Australia on their nominations
specific question— and sincerely hope that at least one of them comes home with
The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: | can, sir. a Banksia award.
The SPEAKER: | suggest to him that he return to it—
The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: As | said, the Commissioner STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS

had been provided with resources. He knows that, if he needs

them, he need only ask for them. | will obtain a report with  The Hon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition):
respect to the specific case in question, because | am sick aWdll the Attorney-General confirm to the house that it was
tired of this underhand criticism of the administration of thenot the government but the Hon. Andrew Evans in another

police bureaucracy. What | will say is this— place who moved to remove the 1982 statute of limitations,
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Mr Speaker, | again rise on and that the Attorney-General initially did not agree with that
a point of order. proposition?

The SPEAKER: Order! Under standing order 98 the  The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): The
Deputy Premier knows that, in answer to a question, he maljistory of this matter is that in the last parliament there was
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an organisation with a name like Survivors of Abuse, andsolving, including people and logistical problem solving;
they were aggrieved by the refusal of the then Liberalwork site organisation; and networking/friends. Currently we
government to even consider lifting the pre 1 December 198Rave 23 community projects running which include re-
immunity. That organisation wrote to me several times wherestablishing natural bushland and gardens at the Cleland
I was shadow attorney-general and | said that, upon cominGonservation Park and Black Hill Conservation Park,
to government, Labor would consider lifting the immunity. refurbishment of sections of the Adelaide Zoo renovations,
We came to government. | took advice on the matter, whictand engaging the South Australian community and commun-
is where | came across the docket revealing the Hon. Robeity organisations through planting 1 million local native trees
Lawson’s position on this matter. across the Adelaide metropolitan area over the next five
My friend Andrew Evans moved a private member’s bill years. | am pleased to say that the Premier and | am very
in the other place and, having taken advice, | was pleased touch involved in growing trees for this project as well as
commit the government to the bill. In fact, some of the besbeing participants, and | think that a number of members in
legislative initiatives in my time in parliament have beenthis place are also growing trees to help with this effort. One
private members’ bills. But without the support of the of the other examples is the construction of a bicycle loop
government it would not have prevailed. trail network in Cudlee Creek.
These programs are supported by a number of heritage and
The Hon. R.G. KERIN: As a supplementary question, conservation programs, and many are dear not only to my
will the Attorney-General please advise the house whether theeart but also probably to other members in this place. |
Treasurer was wrong yesterday when he said that the statutgention particularly the Dolphin Foundation, Trees for Life
of limitations had actually been brought in by a Liberal and the SA Museum which are just a few of the organisations
government? that support the Youth Conservation Corps. Members would
The SPEAKER: The honourable leader knows that he be pleased to know that so far a total of 313 young people are
does not have to beg the Attorney for anything. And neithecurrently participating in this program, and the really good
does the Attorney or any other minister have to express anyews is that the gender breakdown in this program is 50 per
gratitude. cent male and 50 per cent female. That is fairly unusual, but
The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: | am not sure if the quote it is certainly something that we aim to have in most of our
by the Leader of the Opposition is correct. If it is, | shall programs, especially when you consider that in South

respond in due course. Australia women make up about 51.9 per cent of the popula-
tion, so we are striving to reach that target.
YOUTH CONSERVATION CORPS | am also very proud to advise the house that the patron,

o Dr David Suzuki, has also been following this particular
Mrs GERAGHTY (Torrens): My question is to the program. There is a very good feeling amongst the commun-
Minister for Employment, Training and Further Education.jty and government organisations who directly benefit from
What opportunities are available to young people through thghe hard work and dedication provided by the young people
Youth Conservation Corps? who freely volunteer their time and skills. In closing, |
The Hon. SW. KEY (Minister for Employment,  acknowledge the efforts of Conservation Volunteers Australia
Training and Further Education): The government and Greening Australia for delivering their program, and |
recognises that, when young people first start looking foeompliment the young people—particularly the 313 that |
work, it can be a daunting and difficult challenge for them.mentioned—for making sure that this is a successful project
So, one of the areas on which we have placed emphasis in thigat is sought after by young people.
employment and training area is to make sure that our young
people learn new skills and get into the networks that you CHILD ABUSE
need to lead to work. | am very proud to be responsible as
minister for the government Youth Conservation Corps The Hon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition):
program. | take this opportunity to compliment the PremierWill the Attorney advise the house how many convictions
because this is an initiative that he has championed for quiteave been achieved by the removal of the statute of limita-
some time. One of the reasons why the Premier was keen ftions following the initiative of the Hon. Andrew Evans?
us to have the Youth Conservation Corps is because there is The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General):
an opportunity to provide work for unemployed or underemp-Something like 585 cases are under investigation, but none
loyed young people between the ages of 15 and 24 who anf them has yet been brought to court. As members would
keen to develop skills associated with conservation andecall, it is not long since we lifted the statute of limitations.
environment. The program centres on young people beingdo not want the parliament to become overwrought about
provided with interesting and exciting project work over ahow many convictions are going to be obtained. If you look
six-month period that has a strong focus on making sure thait the High Court authority on the evidence needed to obtain
the participants have the necessary skills to enter the work conviction in these sex abuses cases after so many years, it
force. is obvious that there will be a very heavy burden on the
With this in mind, the Youth Conservation Corps programOffice of the Director of Public Prosecutions in obtaining
incorporates a strong focus on gaining accredited training anebnvictions because of the effluxion of time. So, | am not
recognition in a number of areas. | will list some of them,going to oversell the possibility of convictions here.
which | think that members in this house would recognise as Nevertheless, | am told that 585 cases are under investiga-
very useful when going into the work force: senior first aid;tion. There has been an enormous response to the police
level two health and safety; career planning; environmentédhotline established by the Police Commissioner after the
training; restoration/building training; project manage-parliament lifted the pre 1 December 1982 immunity. It was
ment/data collection; team leadership roles/mentoringthe right thing to do on principle; it should have been done
confidence; work ethic; communication skills; problemby an earlier government.
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TORRENS PARADE GROUND the Anglican Church inquiry that the matter is now going to
be looked at by the police?

Mr KOUTSANTONIS (West Torrens): My question is The Hon. P.F. CONLON: | take a point of order. There
to the Minister for Administrative Services. What are the useiave been a series of supposed supplementary questions that
of the Torrens Parade Ground facilities? are not supplementary questions but are of the nature of

The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Administrative cross-examination, and | must say a very poor one.
Services): thank the member for West Torrens for thisvery ~ Membersinterjecting:
important question. Members would be aware that the The Hon. P.F. CONLON: | take umbrage at the com-
Torrens Parade Ground transferred from the commonwealtients by the member who suggested that | have something
to the state in 2001, as part of the Centenary of Federatidi® hide. | want him to apologise and withdraw immediately.
celebrations. While the heritage listed building was structurallt was said to me by the member MacKillop that he wants to
ly sound, it was left in a poor state of repair and needednow what | have to hide. | want that comment withdrawn,
significant upgrading to comply with current standards. Theand | want him to apologise. It is disgraceful! You are a grub!
government committed the $4.3 million to refurbish the The SPEAKER: Order! The leader of government
building, fit out part of the ground floor and repave thebusiness in the house, the Minister for Infrastructure, has
surface of the parade ground. The government was keen &sked the member for MacKillop to withdraw a comment. |
maintain a strong connection with the building’s military did not hear the member for MacKillop’s comment. If the
history and, as a result, office space on the first floor of thenember made it, is he willing to withdraw that comment?
refurbished building is leased at reduced rents to the Returned Mr WILLIAMS: | was seeking to understand why the
and Services League, the Royal Australian Air Forcegovernment did not want to answer the question. | did not
Association and the Vietnam Veterans Association. Thénake the comment.
History Trust leases offices and exhibition space on the The SPEAKER: Order!
ground floor. Members interjecting:

Community events, such as Anzac and Remembrance The SPEAKER: Order! The assertion is regrettable but

days, the Adelaide and Fringe festivals, Jacob’s Creek Tourknow of no precedent in which a question asked of a
Down Under, Carols by Candlelight and Tasting AustraliaMinister by way of interjection as to whether he has some-
will continue to utilise the parade ground. Schools holdingthing to hide or not has ever been found unparliamentary. |
and attending events in the city will also continue to use thighink the sooner we move on, the_ better. _

facility. The drill hall has become a flexible, contemporary ~ The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: | rise on a point of order.

facility, available for use for appropriate arts, cultural andSurely the question, ‘What do you have to hide?’ takes its
community activities. content from the background against which it is said. It is my

The Premier officially opened the refurbished building onSUPmission that against this background the member for

: ; ; g ~h. MacKillop’s remark is unparliamentary.
22 April. Due to the level of interest in the building refurbish- . .
ment by ex-service groups and the broader community, an The SPEAKER: Probably about as unparliamentary as

open day was also held on Sunday 23 May. grub’. The Leader of the Opposition.

The Hon. R.G. KERIN: My question is again to the
CHILD ABUSE Attorney-General. Given the Premier’s statement yesterday
.. . that‘the school and the church once again put its own image
The Hon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition): 1 its qwn perceived interests ahead of the interests of those
Does the Attorney-General agree that the allegations of chil

abuse against the Reverend John Mountford would not ha\{ghom it had a legal and moral obligation to care for, | ask:

! X . - oo this statement not totally applicable to the government'’s
come to light without the Anglican Church internal inquiry? . : . :
The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): As refusal to investigate allegations of sexual abuse of children

i ?
| understand it, the matter was canvassed before the Anglicéﬁ government care: .
Archdiocese of Adelaide inquiry was established Members interjecting: .
’ The SPEAKER: Order! The Deputy Premier may choose
to answer the question but not from his seat—rather on his

The Hon. R.G. KERIN: | have a supplementary question. ) : :
Then why were the demands not made before by the Premié?hec} ﬁgg t(;]r; té];lrecord. The Attorney-General is on his feet

rather than wait on the report yesterday? The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: | do not think that the
The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: ;’V"“'d the Leader of the record of the previous government and the current govern-
Opposition repeat his question® ment are far apart on this matter. We have the same—

The SPEAKER: Order! | understand the question was,  The Hon. R.G. KERIN: | take a point of order. Under
quite simply: why wait until yesterday to do anything aboutstanding order 98 relating to relevance, what the Attorney is
it? The Attorney. talking about has nothing to do with the question that | asked.

The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: If someone wanted to take The SPEAKER: Order! The Attorney-General will
that matter to the police, whether it was a victim, the victim'saddress the substance of the question.
family, members of the Anglican Church who are aware of The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: | was addressing the subject
the matter, or people from St Peter’s College, they were freef the question. The question would apply to all governments
to take it to the police. As | understand it, some weeks aftein South Australia’s recent history. Yesterday | was asked
the incident, after the Reverend Mountford fled in 1992, itwhat inquiries or options, short of a royal commission, the
was taken to the police. government would be willing to undertake into wards of the

state. Although | am opposed to a royal commission for

The Hon. R.G. KERIN: As a further supplementary reasons that | have been stating publicly for many months, |
question, is the Attorney admitting that it is only because ofam considering an inquiry or options short of a royal
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commission. That is something that | would like to doina The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: We will act now as quickly as
calm and rational manner and not in the way it is being doneve can, but | ask: why did they not do it in the eight years
by the Liberal opposition, trying to create smears on the bacthey were in government?

of abused children. The SPEAKER: Order! The opportunity to ask questions
Members interjecting: does not—
The SPEAKER: Order! Members interjecting:

Mrs REDMOND: | rise on a point of order, sir. Again, The SPEAKER: Order!
| draw your attention to the content of the Attorney’s answer.  The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Mr Speaker—
The essence of the question related specifically to a statement The SPEAKER: The deputy leader will resume his seat
made by the Premier yesterday and the relevance of what t%\ong with all other ministers, the Deputy Premier is not

Attorney has to say to about that. provided in standing orders with the capacity to ask ques-

The SPEAKER: | uphold the point of order. . ; : L ; X
T X . tions, rhetorical or otherwise. It is highly disorderly for him
Mr BRINDAL: Irise on a further point of order, sir. The simply to blow his stack in that fashion.

Attorney accused the Liberal opposition of raising ‘smears
on the back of abused children’. You, sir, my leader and | are SCHOOLS, PAMPHLETS
the only people who have been raising this issue publicly. |

am affronted by that comment. | have been raising this issue \1s CHAPMAN (Bragg): My question is to the Premier.
in the house for 12 months. | am affronted, and | ask that thgy a1 is the cost of the publicity campaign being conducted

Attorney apologisg. | . . by the government this month, which involves sending letters
The SPEAKER: Order! The point of order raised by the 54 hamphlets entitled ‘Education in South Australia: a major

member for Unley is the offensive implication of the remarkpriority for the Rann government' to the chairs of school

made by the Attorney-General as to the factual nature of thg, ,ncils?

assertion he made. It is not unparliamentary, but | invite the The Hon. M.D. RANN (Premier): Apparently, the

Attorney-General to withdraw the slur as it might apply 10y ,,,raple member does not like the fact that | am writing

other honourable members who have not offended in th"’} tters to school councils. Maybe she can ask her frontbench

regard. colleague about the survey he is sending out to the commun-
The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Deputy Leader of the ity, which can only be described as comical. | will not
PN . apologise for writing about education to school councils. But
Opposmon)._ My.que.stlon— what she does not like is the fact that this government is
Members interjecting: g

The SPEAKER: Order! The deputy leader has the call putting money and funds into education rather than cutting

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: —is to the Deputy Premier— them.

Members interjecting:

The SPEAKER: Order!

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: —who appears to be making
threats across the chamber.

The Hon. K.O. Foley: No; | just said be careful.

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: No; you were making threats

Ms CHAPMAN: Has the Premier’s personal access to the
list of governing council chairs contravened the privacy
guidelines which, the former minister Hon. Trish White wrote
in her letter to me on 10 September 2003, was the reason for
denying me access as shadow minister to the list of governing

council chairs as | had requested in a letter to her of 8 April
across the chamber.

. 2003?

The Hon. K.O. Foley: No; | was saying be careful. . L

The Hon. DEAN BR)E)WN: Why hz\s gthe government A\ honourable member interjecting: _
failed to act already on recommendation 54 by Robyn MS CHAPMAN: Have you? Well, you are in breach of
Layton QC in March last year that there be mandatoryne guidelines.
reporting by staff and volunteers of church and other religious The Hon. M.D. RANN: | know the member for Bragg
organisations? In his ministerial statement today the Deputyyants to be the Leader of the Opposition, but she will not be
Premier said that the government will ‘urgently introducethe Premier.
legislation extending mandatory reporting’. This is the same . . .
recommendation of 15 months ago, but no legislation has. MS CHAPMAN: Did the Minister for Education and

been amended. Children’s Services obtain permission for each of the chairs
Members interjecting: of the governing councils for the distribution of the
The SPEAKER: Order! information pursuant to the privacy principles which are

The Hon. K.O. FOLEY (Deputy Premier): | look pursuant to the Department of Premier and Cabinet circular

forward to the opposition’s support to pass legislation rapidly,P co12? o

but | just wonder what the track record of the Liberal ~Mr Venning interjecting:

government was in dealing with matters of sexual abuse. | The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Educa-
wonder what they did during their term of government.  tion and Children’s Services): | could not hear all of the

Members interjecting: question, Mr Speaker. Could | have it repeated, because the
The SPEAKER: Order! member for Schubert was making a rather large amount of
The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: Perhaps we might— noise?

The SPEAKER: Order! Ms CHAPMAN: | am happy to repeat this question for

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | rise on a point of order, sir.  the minister. Did the minister obtain permission from each of
My question was very specific to the Deputy Premier: whythe chairs of the governing councils for the distribution of the
had he not acted in the last 15 months? | want an answer igformation pamphlet pursuant to the privacy principles under
that. the Department of Premier and Cabinet circular PC012?

The SPEAKER: | uphold the point of order. The Hon. P.F. Conlon:It's a monstrous act, Mike.
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The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: |am not aware of the The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: I rise on a point of order. | refer
contents of PC012. Whilst | have read many of the Premieto standing order 98, which talks about relevance. Yesterday
and Cabinet’s rules and regulations, | have not committethe minister admitted that he did not know and did not have
them all to memory, so before | answer the question | willthe right to instruct the Minister for Police. So, | would like
check the facts. him to direct his answer to the question that was asked.

An honourable member interjecting:

The SPEAKER: Order! Can | simply help the Minister The SPEAKER: Order! Under what sections in the Police
for Infrastructure who, by way of interjection, attempted toAct is the Minister for Police claiming to—
belittle the substance of the question being asked by the The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: Sir, | would be happy to send
member for Bragg. Having been treated to the same indignitiier a copy of the act. | have no intention of directing this
for less cause, | take exception to that approach and warn a@olice Commissioner. | have no intention of interfering. | am
honourable members that the chair will not tolerate that kin@juite comfortable with that approach in being police minister.
of behaviour. All honourable members have a right to ask a1embers opposite may wish to do the job differently, should
question, and for it to be answered. More particularly, not justhey ever have the job. | do not.
the principle but also the substance of the interjection from The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | rise on a point of order.
the minister, if it were not serious, then why is the informa-Based on your ruling to this house last night, if the minister,

tion denied other members? in answer to a question, makes a specific claim as the Deputy
Premier did yesterday, then under that he or she can be
SCHOOLS, BUS CONTRACTS expected to give the source of that claim. | refer to your very

lengthy statement and ruling to the house last night. | believe
Ms CHAPMAN (Bragg): My question is to the Minister  that this question is simply trying to determine, therefore,
for Education and Children’s Services. Why does the indexinder what authority the Deputy Premier made that statement
used to determine the rate of school bus service contrac{gsterday.

which are adjusted quarterly, not take into account, first, the  The SPEAKER: Thatis as may be. The Deputy Premier
wage increases from the effective date and increases @hooses not to answer.
government fees and charges, secondly, the insurance The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: | will answer the question quite

premiums and, thirdly, the maintenance costs; and why doegecifically: | have not read the specific piece of the act to
the index use the cost of unleaded fuel when buses use diesghich you are referring. The member just did, and it sounded

fuel and have so for 15 years? about right.

The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Educa- Members interjecting:
tion and Children's Services): | thank the member for ~ The SPEAKER: Order! Perhaps we can get past this. The
Bragg for her question. Those are operational matters ancprovisions read by the member do not, in fact, prohibit the

am happy to get the department to respond. minister from directing the Commissioner. If there are other
clauses, then the minister might like to draw attention to
POLICE, MANAGEMENT them.
The Hon. D.C. KOTZ (Newland): Thank you LAYTON REPORT

Mr Speaker. Will the Minister for Police advise the house
whether or not he has found the section of the Police Act Mrs REDMOND (Heysen): My question is to the Deputy
prohibiting him giving any direction to the Police Commis- Premier. Can he advise the house of what he means by the
sioner with regard to control and management of police®erm ‘urgently’ in relation to the introduction of legislation
Under the heading ‘Commissioner responsible for control anth his ministerial statement delivered earlier today? In March
management of police’, section 6 of the Police Act 19982003, after the Layton report was tabled in parliament, the
provides: Premier stated that the government was urgently considering
Subject to this act and any written directions of the minister, théN@t report. But, as yet, there has been no formal response
Commissioner is responsible for the control and management— from the government. .
The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: | rise on a point of order. me Hon. K-O. ';Ce){-aﬁ\e(ﬁgﬁ“g’nzregg?ﬁ Ttit‘/‘; Layton
It seems entirely out of order for a member to ask a minist quiry Y ».ong P P :

whether he is aware of part of the corpus of South Australia e have worked our way through that document, and we

legislation and then to answer her own question by readinhzvsi gg%\gdn?ﬁl’ioi[ Li?évzr?mé?:t n;&;?)bseoriiglacgrzdv\vlgrekglrst
out a section. Itis readily available material. We are all take 9

to be aware of what the law is. and a whole lot of other reforms that we rolled out over the

i L _ time. We will address this one very urgently. The point |
The SPEAKER: No. The Attorney-General is mistaken; maqe earlier was: be critical of us for not moving little

that was not the question. The question was: is he yet able [9,icyer_perhaps. But, for eight years the Liberal party in the
tell the house under what section he has claimed or stated t Lie did nothing about child protection; we are a million

he cannot'? 'The question is in order. It does not seek, eith%iles ahead of where they were.
a legal opinion.

The Hon. K.O. FOLEY (Minister for Police): The RING CYCLE
member answered her own question. The pointis this: is the
member seriously suggesting that | should direct or interfere  Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): My question is to the
with the day-to-day operations of the police force? If that isMinister Assisting the Premier in the Arts. When did the
what she is suggesting, | am horrified, because that is not hominister first become aware of the $4 million plus blow-out
| will operate as a minister of this government. For Liberalfor theRing? Can he guarantee the house that the bail-out will
members of parliament to be wanting a police minister— not be more than $4.3 million?
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The Hon. K.O. Foley interjecting: The Hon. J.D. HILL: —I am not responsible for the
The SPEAKER: Order! matter about which the member has asked me.
The Hon. J.D. HILL (Minister Assisting the Premier

in the Arts): | refer the details of the question that was asked MINERAL EXPLORATION

by the member to my ministerial statement last week. | ) )
cannot recall the exact date when | discovered the financial Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop): ~ Would the Premier
problems with theRing. There has been a series of issuesSUPpOrta major new mine of Olympic Dam proportions if it
with the Ring over the last couple of years. Primarily, the contained uranium? In a media release of 7 October last the
problem with theRing was that the original budget agreed to Premier said that ore deposits formed in South Australia hun-
by the former minister (Hon. Diana Laidlaw) was not dreds of millions of years ago ‘appear to be rich in gold, zinc
sufficient to achieve the outcomes that were expected, ar@"d copper, along with other valuable minerals, including pla-
there is one particular reason for that. It was anticipated thdfhum and magnesium'’. The Olympic Dam style ore body—
the set construction would be built by the Festival Centre The Hon. P.F. CONLON: Sir, | ask for your ruling on
Trust. As it happened, the Festival Centre Trust was unabihether the question is, indeed, a hypothetical one.

to build it, so the job had to be outsourced to other construc- The SPEAKER: Order! There is no point of order. The

tion enterprises right across Australia, and that significantijfonourable member for MacKillop. _

An honourable member interjecting: many geologists and exploration experts and, indeed, the
The Hon. J.D. HILL: How is it Di Laidlaw’s fault? A  9overnment believe exist in the Gawler Craton contain all

proper risk assessment was not done at the time that t{B0Se minerals as well as uranium, which the Premier
budget was approved. The expert who has been brought in ft¢glected to include in his media release. ,

give advice and to put this project on track, Mr Noel Staun-  1he Hon. W.A. Matthew: The ‘ban on Roxby” man!

ton, told me that he believes the original budget was naive. The SPEAKER: Order, the member for Bright!

He has worked through the company to reduce costs and to The Hon. WA. Matthew interjecting: o
get the budget back on track. We now have— The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Bright is not the

Ms Chapman: A mess. Premier. The Premier has the cgll. .
The Hon. J.D. HILL: The member for Bragg's inanity _ _1he Hon. M.D. RANN (Premier): And the member for

by way of interjection is extravagant in the extreme. If sheBright will never be the Premier. In fact, it is even doubtful
had something positive to contribute to the debate it wouldhether he will getinto the leadership position ahead of the

be welcome. We are fixing up the problems caused by thE1ember for Bragg or others who might be in her way. | am
former government not only in the arts but also across &€lighted to announce today to this house that the South
whole range of portfolio areas. Australian Labor government has put in place the strongest

incentive package ever, to my knowledge, to encourage the

Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: My question is again to the exploration of the state’s mineral resources. We made this
Minister Assisting the Premier in the Arts. What arrange-2hnouncement, which is designed to encourage exploration,
ments did he put in place on coming to office for the minis-Pecause so much of our state remains unexplored.
terial oversight of financial management of fieg and what Mr WILLIAMS:  On a point of order, the Premier has
action, if any, did he take in relation to the Auditor-General'sPlenty of opportunities to make all sorts of grandiose
Report for the year ending June 2003, which was highly cridhnouncements, but | was hoping that in question time he
tical of the government’s financial management offg? ~ Might answer my specific question.

The Hon. J.D. HILL: | was not responsible for tHeing The Hon. M.D. RANN: And let me say this: in addition
on coming to office. to the exploration package that | have announced, just last

Mr HAMILTON-SMITH:  Sir, I rise on a point of order. Week we had a news conference with Western Mining.
The government came to office in March 2002. My questiorEveryone knows of my strong affection and respect for West-
was: what actions did the government take on coming t&m Mining. They will know of my strong affection and res-
office to ensure financial oversight? pect for Mr Richard Yeeles of Western Mining. | was delight-

The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister for Environment €d to be able to share a news conference with the honourable

and Conservation, in his capacity as Minister for the Arts. Allminister in charge of mines with Mr Andrew Michelmore, the
other honourable members may aspire to that office, but the( EO of Western Mining, when we announced that there will
are not the minister. The minister has the call. be a $50 million feasibility study designed to look at the
The Hon. J.D. HILL: Thank you very much, Mr Speaker. Potential—and hopefully to report abou_t February or March
The second question asked by the shadow minister was n@t 2006—for not only a major expansion but, we hope, a
the question that he asked originally. | answered that questig#Publing of Western Mining’s Olympic Dam mine.
honestly. | was not the minister responsible for Rieg on The Hon. K.O. Foley: Get that stuff out of the ground!
the Labor Party’s coming to office. If the member’'s question The Hon. M.D. RANN: Yes, let's get it out of the
is, ‘What did the government do?’ | will obtain a detailed ground. | am saying that already this is one of the largest
response for him. copper mines in the world, and they have also found con-
siderable reserves in gold. So | say to members opposite: join
The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Deputy Leader of the  me in supporting Western Mining and its feasibility study. |
Opposition): Sir, | have a supplementary gquestion to thelook forward to an announcement round March of 2006,
same minister. Who was responsible when the Labownhich | know that we can all be proud of.
government came to office; which minister was responsible?
The Hon. J.D. HILL: Mr Speaker— Mr WILLIAMS: By way of supplementary question,
Members interjecting: since the Premier has talked about incentives to the mining
The SPEAKER: Order! industry in South Australia, does the government still support
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his proposal from last year’s budget to increase mining Leave granted.
royalties in South Australia from 2.5 per centto 3.5 per cent? The Hon. P.L. WHITE: | am pleased that members have
The Hon. K.O. FOLEY (Treasurer): Not only do we elected to stay and listen to my very important ministerial
support it but so do members opposite, because they voted fetatement. Yesterday on the Australian Rail Track Corpora-
it! tion national main line, a rail maintenance vehicle operated
by Transfield Services—a track maintenance company
MrWILLIAMS:  As a further supplementary to the working for the ARTC—either because it was not properly
answer to that question, | am wondering what we voted forpraked or the brakes failed, travelled seven kilometres

since the legislation has not been put to the house. between Mount Lofty and Bridgewater without an operator.
The Hon. K.O. Foley: The budget. ~ 1 have been advised that it travelled through four level
Mr WILLIAMS:  The legislation to increase the mining crossings and that emergency procedures were immediately

royalties has not been introduced to the parliament. implemented to avoid danger to other track users. There were
The SPEAKER: Order! no injuries. | have instructed my department to fully investi-

] gate the circumstances that led to this event and what needs
The Hon. I.F. EVANS (Davenport): As a supplementary ¢, pe hyt into place to avert further incidents.

question to the Premier, given that the Premier supports the | have been advised that, because of the nature of work

doubling of the radioactive waste that will be created with itSundertaken by rail maintenance vehicles, they do not
‘automatically set off level crossing signals if they are in
The Hon. M.D. RANN: What | do support— y g sig y

e T working mode; rather, vehicles are modified by users to
Members interjecting: . .. activate level crossing warning signals when the vehicle is in
The Hon. M.D. RANN: No, no: youlisten to me. DOn't y5y6| mode. It is not known in which mode the vehicle
youworry aboutthat! involved in yesterday’s incident was. This circumstance is
An honourable member interjecting:

. iff f the situation in pl ith T Adelai il
The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable Premier has thesleh?(rjenst rom the situation in place with TransAdelaide rai
call. .

The Hon. M.D. RANN: This is the difference between With regard to our passenger fleet, two mechanisms

. : . revent such a runaway event from occurring. Firstly, the
you and us: we support South Australia looking after its owrﬁ y 9 Y

. . ,dead man'’s system requires a driver to depress the dead man
waste. You support South Australia taking everybody else’ye o) pefore a vehicle can move, or continue to move:
waste—that is the difference. ! '

secondly, the advanced warning signalling system in place on
HILLS FACE ZONE the TransAdeIalde networ!< would stop any train at a red
signal unless a driver was in place to manually override the

Mrs HALL (Morialta): My question is to the Minister automatic stopping. . _ ] )
for Urban Development and Planning. Will the minister ~ Track maintenance vehicles like the one involved in
advise the house how long the moratorium on deve|opmerylesterday’s incident are electrleally msu_lated in order that
within the Hills Face Zone will be in place? Will she give a they do not operate Ievel crossing warning QeV|ces or any
timeframe to subsequent government action in response to tRgher elements of the signalling system. This is so that, when
Hills Face Zone review? The former minister for urbanWorking in the vicinity of level crossing, sometimes for
deve'opment and p|ann|ng announced on 27 February %Veral hOUI’S, maChInes dO not Opel’a'[e IeVeI CI’OSSIng Warn|ng
moratorium on all development within the Hills Face ZoneSignals, causing delays or inconvenience to road traffic. am
and the development of policy following the Hills Face Zone@dvised that heavy track maintenance vehicles generally
review. | know he has just become a father, but constituent@Perate in the same manner throughout Australia. In accord-
of mine in the electorate of Morialta have expressed thejgnce with section 38 of the Rail Safety Act 1996, Transport
grave concern over continuing uncertainty regarding theA has formally requested an investigation, and my depart-
future in their region. ment W|II_ work closely with ARTC to ensure that any

The Hon. P.L. WHITE (Minister for Urban Develop- deficiencies are addressed.
ment and Planning): | thank the honourable member for her
question. She is right in the timeframe she gave for the HILLS FACE ZONE
former minister, and new father, having released the interim - .

Plan Amendment Report (PAR) which, in itself has a The I—!on. P.L. WH_lTE (Minister for Education and
maximum timeframe attached to it of 12 months, but thaph'l_dren_s Services): | seek leave to make a second
does not signal that it will take 12 months to put thatMinisterial statement.

permanent arrangement into place. Obviously there has been L€ave granted. _

a consultation period associated with the proposal. That has The Hon. P.L. WHITE: In answering the member for
now effectively come to an end and my department ig\/lonalta_‘s question, | neglected to mention t_he f_act that _the
considering the views and submissions that were lodged bjioratorium, as she put it, currently operating in the Hills
constituent councils and residents in those council areas atdce Zone does not prevent all development in the Hills Face
that information will feed into the Plan Amendment ReportZone; it just makes it non-complying. | wanted to make that
that finally comes forward. So, | do not anticipate that it will Point clear.

take the full 12 months, but we will be working on that over

coming months. EARLY CHILDHOOD SERVICES

RAILWAY EMERGENCY PROCEDURES The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Educa-
tion and Children’s Services): | seek leave to make a

The Hon. P.L. WHITE (Minister for Transport): 1seek  ministerial statement.
leave to make a ministerial statement. Leave granted.
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The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | rise on a point of order,
Mr Deputy Speaker. There has been a practice in this house GRIEVANCE DEBATE
that copies of ministerial statements are made available. | can
understand, for the most recent ministerial statement, why CHILD ABUSE
that was not possible. However, for other prepared ministerial »
statements, where ministers are reading, copies should be The Hon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition):
made available. Today | rise to highlight the double standards that we have

_ seen from this government over the very important issue of
The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: | cannot understand  chiig abuse and its absolute refusal to do anything at all about

the relevance of that point. our repeated calls for an inquiry. Over the last 48 hours, we
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! | understand that have seen an extraordinary contrast between the way the
written statements will be provided. The minister. government wants other people to deal with this issue and the

. way it is willing to deal with it itself. Its expectations and
The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: lrise to announce the gemands of the Anglican Church, which at least had the
establishment of an inquiry into early childhood servicescoyrage to have an inquiry, are so much at odds with its
Early childhood care and services were last reviewed in Southysition. The Premier and the government have got very hairy
reform program was embarked upon by the Bannon Labgfange of demands about what it needs to do. However, at the
government following that review, culminating in the same time, this government, which is so tough on the church,
abolition of the Kindergarten Union, which was a non-js sq soft in its own approach in this important area.

government organisation fully funded by the SA government, The main messa . .

. . . h - ge to the government is that it ought to
?‘“d the establlshr_nent ofthe Chllldrens:, Serwc;es Office undecflean up its own backyard if it wants to be the primary critic
its own act of parliament (the Children’s Services Act 1985).of other people involved in this issue. The government was

This office saw the rapid expansion in the availability of, o '6,q ahout the Anglican report and a whole range of
;:nhlldcare serwcleﬁ ,flargely asda resu_:t g{ S|gnn;:cant 'ncrea_‘rsh%femands were made, and again that was enormous hypocrisy.
commonwealth funds made available to that sector. hat really stands out is that, because the Anglican Church
CSO. ceased operation as a stand-alone aythonty in 1994- ad an inquiry, those who were abused have had the oppor-
and its role was absorbed into the education department. tunity to tell their story and to get a measure of justice. It will
Over the past nine years, changes in commonwealth aritbt turn back the clock, but they will get a measure of justice.
state policy, as well as significant changes in patterns ofnyone who has talked at length to victims of child abuse
demand for children’s services, have impacted uporknow that they want a forum in which to tell their story and
community perception about the adequacy and appropriatée heard so people can be judged. The government is not
ness of children’s services in South Australia. This governproviding other people the same opportunity to do likewise.
ment intends to develop the best directions for children’s Membersinterjecting:
services in this state. Over the next three months, I will chair vy KOUTSANTONIS: | rise on a point of order. The

a steering committee which will provide a policy focus for membper for Bright just signalled that he was going to cut my
government on improving early childhood services. throat.

The membership of the committee includes: Ms Jennifer The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! If the member for
Rankine MP, Parliamentary Secretary for Children'sBrightsaid that, itwas asilly thing to say. | take it he did not
Services; Professor Philip Gammage from the University ofnean itliterally. It was a silly thing to do. The leader has the
South Australia; Steve Marshall, Chief Executive of thecall.

Department of Education and Children’s Services; Ms The Hon. R.G. KERIN: I repeat my call that we need an
Carolyn Mitchell, Human Resources Director from theinquiry with the powers of a royal commission to ensure that
Adelaide Bank; Lou Denley, Deputy Chief Executive from those who were abused while under the institutional care of
the Department of Families and Communities; Ms Leonighe state have the same rights as we have seen afforded by the
Trimper, President of the South Australian Primary Principalé\nglican Church to their people. Ifitis good enough for the
Association; Ms Anne-Marie Shin, Principal, PenningtonAnglican Church and the Catholic Church, what is wrong
Junior Primary School; Debbie Moyle, Manager, Communitywith this government giving the same rights to those who
Education, Aboriginal Education; Janet Giles, United Trade§ave been abused under successive governments in this state?
and Labor Council; and Jim Birch, CEO of the Department Looking at some of the comments that were made
of Human Services. yesterday, if we take out the word ‘church’ and put in
‘government’, the Premier has made a compelling case as to

A . o . why thi vernment shoul mething. For instance, h
action in relation to the availability and adequacy of service y this government should do something. For instance, he

; . - . ! 3aid:
for children and their families, the most effective relationship Once again we saw examples of people in key positions of
: H H gain we saw ex S | Yy positons
for other_f_amlly policy Settlngs_ at stz?te anq federal levels, thTesponsibiIity at St Peter’s and in the church choosing to cover up
affordability of the range of children’s services, and how bestaiher than dealing with the issue, and that is the sort of culture that
the transition to school for young children and their parentsieeds to be broken.

can be supported. This government has already maggye take out the word ‘church’ and putin ‘government’, the

significant moves to improve supports for children andyq, emmentis really arguing for a royal commission. He also
families in the early years and this inquiry will further 4.

advance our early childhood policy and will provide future What | would like to see is people prosecuted for preying on the
clear direction for the provision of adequate and appropriat oung and the innocent. It is these people in the churches whom we

services for young children and their parents in South society look up to for moral leadership and that is why it is now
Australia. incumbent on the churches to clean up their act.

The committee will report to cabinet on a proposal for
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Why is the government any different? The governmentnd that members opposite are so astoundingly silent. It
should be no different and it should clean up its act and alloveeems—
people to get on with it. Mr Venning: Rubbish! | asked the minister a question

We were also told yesterday that there was no need for atere last Thursday.
inquiry because we have a task force. It has now come to Mr SNELLING: It seems more and more—
light that that task force has not been adequately resourced, Mr Venning: He is being dishonest—blatantly dishonest.
and in question time today | referred to a report that wadt is on the record.
made in November last year. Then, four days later, an email The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The member for
made a whole range of commitments saying that it would b&chubert is out of order and he should not accuse someone
investigated within days. Three weeks later, another emaff being dishonest.
was sent saying, ‘Sorry—a lack of resources,” and another in Mr Venning interjecting:
February saying, ‘Because of the workload, we haven'tbeen The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourable member
able to get around to your case.’ Here we are, six monthéannot do that. If he is suggesting that the member is being
later, and a very important case of a supposed death becaiggonomical with the truth, the honourable member must put
of child abuse has not been investigated after six or seveitp a substantive motion.
months. | do not blame the police. | think that task force is Mr SNELLING: The member for Schubert refutes what
working very hard. However, it needs the resources to do itssay, and | am happy to withdraw my statement that mem-
job. bers opposite have been silent. However, certainly the main

The Attorney-General has been talking about $30 mi”iorgerson calling for the retention of_the Barley Marketing Act
as the cost of a royal commission. That is not what we arg@S been the member for Enfield. It concems me that
calling for: we are calling for a specific inquiry into wards of Members opposite and the Liberal Party of South Australia
state in institutional care. Unfortunately, that is not a very bigt€€™M more interested in their affluent urban constituents than
group of people, because many have died; some ha constituents in the country areas of this state. Nonetheless,
suicided; and many, because of the way they were treatell’°P€ that members opposite can raise this issue with the
have become drug addicts or alcoholics. However, a gooH'beral federal Treasurer who is responsible for this travesty,
group of people wants to tell their story and they want acces@nd make sure_that the federal government changes its mind
to justice. This government is denying them the right giver"d does not withhold these payments from the state, and that
by the Anglican church to people abused in its system. Thiey do & better job representing their constituents.
government has to clean up its own act. It should not act high

and mighty or take the moral high ground and demand that CHILD ABUSE
everyone else come clean. It should commit to an inquiry  \1 HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite):

. L I rise to tell a tragic
with the powers of a royal commission.

story of the abuse of a young man in state government care.
Itis a sad tale, told to me by a constituent. Her letter states:
NATIONAL COMPETITION PAYMENTS | outline matters about which | spoke with you today and | hope
that in future children will be safer from Sexual Abuse. From late
Mr SNELLING (Playford): | listened with great interest 1992 to 1993 my son was frequently sexually abused by [a person
to the Premier’s ministerial statement about national competivhose name | will not mention in the house] who was at the time a

tion penalties. | feel as though | am stealing the thunder of mfg‘”ggrbog?;”'jglmf ‘J?SXE’L?;E“Z gpggﬁt/‘ft'ytwﬁgmsﬁr%a; ;ggge’

friend, the member for Enfield. However, given that he is illoccyrred for about half an hour on the first day only. When |

and unable to make a contribution today, | cannot let thigliscovered the abuse, | encouraged my son to report it to the police
opportunity pass. The Premier said that the state was i@ prevent this man from abusing any more children. It was not easy
danger of penalties of $8.7 million, or 15 per cent of thebut my son had the courage to do so and the person named in the

" etter was arrested on about 30 April 1993. He pleaded guilty to the
competition payments made to the state. These are as a re%ﬂ rge of unlawful sexual intercourse and was sentenced by Judge

of our maintaining our current legislative regimes in liquorHume in 1993 to two years suspended. This was despite the
licensing, barley and chicken meat. offender’s admission in a pre-sentencing psychiatric report that he

. . . d been abusing since he was 21, and at the time of his conviction
The Premier made a compelling case that, in the case ﬂ@ was 67. So, the justice system let us down. My son's life,

liquor licensing, we should retain a proof of need as a test fogchooling and future was destroyed but the state health system then
whether a licence is granted in a particular area. He pointeshade matters even worse.

out that the police, the Drug and Alcohol Services Council . My son started to drop in to the Second Story Youth Health

; i zentre, a program run by Family and Youth Health under the
and others who have to deal with the outcomes of alcoholis ister for Health, which at that time was operating in Hyde Street

f in
all support the retention of the needs test. It seems absurd thﬁt&delaide city. He asked if he could go to the club night at Second
bureaucrats in Canberra should demand that this parliamestory on Friday nights and | agreed. However, he began arriving
remove this test. | also think it somewhat improper that theréome very late, about 1 or 2 am on Saturday mornings. When | asked
be a financial penalty hanging over this parliament unless #hy ne was so late, my son explained that if they went to the club

foll he di f b in Canb on Friday night they had their hands stamped to get into the Mars Bar
Ollows the dictates of anonymous bureaucrats in Canberrgee and underage. | could scarcely believe it, but | rang Second

If someone was making similar demands of the parliamengtory and spoke to the head counsellor, whose name | think was
to do what they wanted or there would be some sort ofDavid'. Itis a long time ago but | could be wrong about the name
financial penalty, | would consider that to be a contempt ofnd | am not sure now whether it was his given name or family
the parliament. name. What | am sure about s the facts of our phone conversation.
When | mentioned my son’s assertion about the stamping of hands
The member for Enfield has spoken eloguently on théo get into the Mars Bar, he agreed, that was their practice. |
Barley Marketing Act, the benefits that flow from the Sing|eapplauded his honesty but asked him to explain this extraordinary

; ctice. He explained that the Second Story closed at 10 pm and that
desk and the demands to remove it. It really astounds me th @as 100 early for young people to go home. | disagreed at this point

itis a member on this side of the house who has to raise thisyt asked why they couldn’t go to a coffee bar if they wanted to
issue and come to the defence of barley growers in this staperty on for a while. His answer left me speechless: his answer was,
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‘Well it is a known fact that 98 per cent of confused teenagers ardow far | go back. But | was not aware of the real history of

confused because they are either homosexual or bisexual and Wghat happened in that part of the state and what happened to
think they should have experiences with men of their own age %he Aboriginal community.

older to find out which they are. o . . .

Quite apart from the absurdity of the percentage claim, which | CiSSy’s story was beautiful, set predominantly in the
found astonishing, since | did not know too many teenagers whé&sawler Ranges and the Whyalla area. It went from the 1880s
were not confused, the Mars Bar was a Gay Bar which peddlego the present. It was a story of Cissy and her parents, Eva
drugs. So my son, having been abused by a paedophile, was thﬁf’ld Harry Dare, who had a number of children, three of
introduced to drugs and alcohol, and | suspect more paedophiles; hom were actually taken from the family at a very early age
was so disturbed by Second Story aiding my son to break the la . ! :
that | rang the Police and was told that it was illegal for my son toln the chapters which relate to that Cissy talks about what
enter the Mars Bar while under age, BUT it was illegal for the Marshappened when her parents lost their three older children, and
Bar to let him, but it was not illegal for the Second Story to stampthis was really sad to hear. For all those people out there in

ISA??hiselgtaZgal (idrl:’? Ii%gv?/t\ll\?hlé?eeerl-sag?o turn. However the 04" Comml_JnitieS_ in Australia Wh(.) say t.h"?“ the stolen
intervening years have left me determined to do what | can to helg€neration is rl_Jbb|sh, that those stories are ridiculous and that
stamp out Paedophilia. there was no issue there, should read this personal sort of

I now believe that the people who ran the Second Storey, far fronaccount from someone like Cissy. In her book she states:
meLeI%;lprgselytlsmg tcf> make vulnerable p%oplefbeh%ve they vt\)/ere ‘They took Ernie, Ivy and the baby away from their parents and
probably Gay, were infact procuring young boys for older mem er?rom us. They took our brothers and our sister away from the camp

of the Mars Bar. ) A ! g
I hope that you are able to investigate this matter, and in light of”d the people.’ She asks ‘How could a child be better off without

the extent of child abuse, | would strongly support a Royal Commist€ir mother and father and taken a long way away? .
sion. Thankyou for listening to my concerns. | can’t understand why you would take kids away from their

) i } . . . parents and give them to someone else to look after. Parents should
There is a problem in this state with abuse of children irbring their own children up. Grandma was there too and she brought

government care. The Premier and the government must di her children, and would have helped. All the family was there, my
something about it. It goes back over countless governPad and Uncle Bill, and both were working.
ments—probably 30 or 40 years. The Premier needs to show Cissy says that this chapter has to be called ‘the stolen
some leadership; he was a minister in the Bannon-Arnoldhildren’ because she can see no other name for what
government at the time of this complaint by my constituenthappened in those days under that policy. Unfortunately, one
He was senior press adviser to the Dunstan government, anfithose young children died. The family did have contact
he must have known all the problems that were around at theith another one in later years. Their older sister came back
time. More than anyone, he knows the concerns and th® the community and met with the family at one stage. She
gravity of them, and should lead this government towards avas there for only a couple of hours and then disappeared,
royal commission as demanded by the leader of the oppos#nd no-one has heard from her again. It was a very sad story.
tion. Much of the book was contributed to by Cissy’s sister,
Rita Joslyn, another wonderful, well-known Whyalla identity.
BOOK LAUNCH Both these sisters have done so much for our community,
) particularly our Aboriginal community, and are well known
Ms BREUER (Giles): A couple of weeks ago | attended and very well respected in our community. There is a whole
awonderful launchin Whya"a of a book that was written byrange of peop|e who are associated with them, who have
one of our Aboriginal community members, a lady who is afamily ties to them, and they were all there on that day: the
gOOd friend of mine called Clssy Sultan. It Wa..S rea”y _goodv\/ingﬁekjsy ‘]03|yns’ Dares, Ey]esl McNamaras, Dad|ehsy
to go along that day when she launched this book in thgjtes, Abdullas, Burgoynes, Newchurches, Reids, Carters and
council Chambel’s, because much of OUrAb0r|g|na| hlStory |q'ay|0rs_Ab0rigina| fam”y names very well known in our
lost, and we, as a community, have made very little effort t&ommunity.
book, which is the story of her life and the life of her parentsyho met Cissy at a reconciliation meeting some time ago and
and her upbringing in that area. About 100 people wergjecided that Cissy's story was so important for the history of
present at the launch, and most of them were in some wayhyalla that they should collate this story. So, Kathy helped
related to Cissy. They all turned up and were all very proucgissy write the book, which is beautifully produced. A lot of
of her. ' . the photographs contained in it are historical photographs.
The book that she has produced is a very entertaining ongnere are copies of certificates and letters that were sent to
that | am hoping my community will embrace and read. | saythe family. Congratulations to all, and a big thank you for
this because | was born in and greW Up in Whya"a anq(eeplng that part Of our h|st0ry a“ve
thought | knew everything there was to know about it.
Despite my contacts and links with the Aboriginal communi- CHILD ABUSE
ties throughout my lifetime, | found that there was there a
whole world of which | was unaware. The story of Cissyand  Mr BRINDAL (Unley): | take most seriously the fact that
her family opened up my eyes to our past history over the laghe Attorney-General stood in this place today and accused
100 to 150 years in that part of the state. members of the opposition of making smears on the backs of
My grandmother went to Whyalla in about 1903 after herabused children. Far from it: the opposition has raised this
father was killed in a mine at Broken Hill; she came down tomatter quite legitimately for well over 12 months in this
Whyalla with her mother because her mother’s brother—Fretiouse in a series of debates. Ministers have promised to get
Trevan—was living there. Our history goes back that far inback to me, in particular, on questions that have been raised
Whyalla. My grandmother used to talk to me about playingn debates. In fact, one minister came across today and said,
with the Aboriginal children in the area, and mixing with ‘We are working on this. When | am proved wrong in any
them. As | said to Cissy on the day when | spoke there, oufact that | give to this house, | expect to be berated by this
grandparents probably played together at that time—that isouse. But when | present, on behalf of people in South
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Australia, allegations so horrific that | do not want to reallymatter what their religion. They deserve a fair go and it is
mention them in this house, | object to being accused ofbout time this house gave them one.

smearing on the backs of abused kids. If telling the truth is  Time expired.

a crime in this house, long let it be a crime.

I wish to refute much of the misinformation perpetrated LIFE SKILLS PROGRAM

by the Attorney-General with some simple dates. The bill that o
created immunity from prosecution was introduced into this MS THOMPSON (Reynell): I wish to speak today about
place by Dr John Cornwall in 1985. It was a Labor bill. The @ important Life Skills learning program that is conducted

bill was not opposed by either the Liberal Party or the Laboi" the Christie Downs Community House in my electorate
Party when in government, and neither party went to thé@nd at the nearby Hackham West Community Centre in the

election in 2002 with any policy to remove that immunity. €lectorate of Mawson. The centres have approached me

The Hon. Andrew Evans from Family First was elected indecause they are concered that they have not yet had
February 2002 and, on 10 July, introduced the bill forconfirmation of funding for the next year from the federal

immunity. The Labor Party did not agree to support that pilgovernment, and they are concerned that this will have an
and referred it to a joint committee—and, indeed, the HoniMPact on the beneits that they have been able to achieve for
Gail Gago, speaking in that committee, did not support thaf’€ children and the families who participated in this
bill. The joint committee comprised the Hon. Andrew Evans Program. At Christie Downs, which is the centre that | am

two Labor members, Joe Scalzi and the Hon. Robert Lawsof'0St familiar with, there is already a Participation and

. . . Learning Scheme (PALS) program. But the Life Skills

In May 2003 the joint committee unammously reported rograrrgJ has been(very gi;nifigcant in adding to what is

that the Immunity should be.removed., and in June_the Ho vailable through the Participation and Learning Scheme.
Andrew Evans introduced his bill, which was unanimously

assed throuah both houses. So. the Labor qovernment di It has been stressed that this is to enable children and
p an . T 9 . gﬁ%rents not just to have breakfast and not just to have fun but
not remove the immunity, the Hon. Andrew Evans did, an

if there is culpability in this it falls equally on the government also to learn about some of the life skills that are important
P qualy 9 to their being able to achieve success in all levels of their

gg%?ﬁﬁgﬁf?ﬂg%ggﬁggﬁ rr%nn(irse\évei\li?r?gs tlgigﬁﬁgﬂttgi(ﬁ@]/es' Indeed, the evaluations that I have seen ha_lve shoyvn that
sois a pack’of untruths e chlldren are now much happler about getting up in the
C . morning, even happier about going to bed when they know
| want to devote some time to asking the government tqhat next day they are going to their Life Skills program.
please explain the whereabouts of those wards of the stajgey have been learning to explore different sorts of food.
(some of whom the leader spoke about today) who have gonghey have been learning to take responsibility not only for
missing. | remind this house that we are talking of a state thaheijr own behaviour but for the behaviour and safety of other
saw Ky Meekins abducted and sexually abused (by someongyng children, and it is particularly the safety aspect that
whom | will name tomorrow) for a period of three months hey have been taking responsibility for.
and then was not allowed by FAYS to be interviewed by the - gome children who were not themselves able to behave
police. very well or go to school very safely in their approach to
What would have happened to him had he not escaped@ads and just their general behaviour in getting to school,
What indeed has happened to, | am told, tens of wards of théince being part of the Life Skills program have improved so
state who have simply disappeared and cannot be accountggich in their behaviour that they are now able to take
for? | remind this house that we are talking about a time irresponsibility for the safety of younger children, not their
which a group loosely called ‘The Family’ got young men siblings, whom they are walking to school with. The Life
and murdered them. Those young men were found murderegkills program has sought to involve the parents of these
Their bodies were discovered, and they had families anghildren. Most of the parents are single parents who have
friends. | remind this house that there are wards of the staf@und that this Life Skills program has been absolutely
who have no family, who have no friends, whose onlyinvaluable in helping them to deal with the very difficult task
protector was the state and, like Ky Meekins, who wasf bringing up a child alone. We all know that that is a
allowed to go missing for three months and has been deniaflfficult task.
justice for something like 25 years, some of those kids I think  The support that they have had through the Life Skills
are missing have not been accounted for. | stand in this plaggtogram has been very valuable to them. Again, reading the
saying that | do not care who was in government: where argvaluations from the parents, they mention that, as a result of
they? this program, they have participated in the Parenting Alone
Do they deserve justice or shall we spend $30 million orskills development course. One of the parents said that she
the next generations of kids? If there are dead kids, as thaould very much like to see a regular parenting group
leader said today—if there are a couple of bodies mysteriousperating out of the community centre so that parents could
ly found buried in a cemetery—how many more are there@et together on a regular basis and talk about the challenges
And how much blood does any member of this house warthat they experience.
on their hands before enough is enough and we say ‘Thisis Some of these children have not been very good at their
a disgrace’? This goes beyond Labor. It goes beyond Liberatlental health care, either. The emphasis in the program on
It goes for human decency, and those who have beetiental health care and the need for the children to clean their
wronged, who have been abused, who may indeed have lasteth every day when they finish their breakfast has been
their lives, deserve some measure of justice. This is another lesson for them. It is interesting that in the evalu-
chamber that should be about humanity and decency andagions the children themselves have talked about how their
fair go for all Australians. And the last time | looked, poor behaviour has changed and that they understand more about
kids of 11 and 12 who cannot stick up for themselves werdeing responsible for their safety and the safety of others.
Australians, whether they are white, black, brown and nd'hey like the way they have learnt to resolve differences with
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other children. They have learnt that you can solve problemthe recommendations contained in the committee’s report will
by ways other than screaming, yelling and fighting. Theybe taken up.
have liked the way they have been involved in discussions to Of course, the epidemic of obesity and overweight is not
decide what activities will be undertaken, and this includegonfined just to our young people. | know members in this
things like the holiday program camps that have been part gflace are taking very seriously the healthy eating initiatives
the programs. that are on offer in our dining rooms and canteens. The
Many of these children’s family circumstances wouldimportance of exercise, in collaboration with a good diet,
never allow them to go away for a camp on holidays—theircannot be overstated. If we are to make any impact on the
single parents just do not have the means to do it. Howevehealth budget of this state, we must take some responsibility
the Life Skills program has enabled these children tdor our own health. By that | mean that we have to start
participate in this important Australian-type activity. | urge examining what we eat, the amount of exercise we take and
the federal government to ensure that funding is available fdhe care we take of our body.
these important programs which can only add to the health The recommendations, which | consider to be ground
and safety of children in my area. breaking, included the recommendation that advertising in
children’s television viewing times be curtailed. | am very
hopeful that those recommendations will be picked up and
run with. The habits formed by our young people early in
their lives have a great impact on their lifelong experiences.

STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION The notion of cigarettes being sold with warnings on the
] labels could also be extended to food labelling, inasmuch as
Mr HANNA (Mitchell): | move: we see in all supermarkets a plethora of chocolates and

That standing orders and sessional orders be suspended so fabascuits surrounding the check-out areas to tempt shoppers.
to allow me to move notice of motion ‘Other Motions’ No. 1 for Thjs practice of impulse buying, which is encouraged at
today forthwith. supermarkets, has to be curtailed, and the safest way for that

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: | have counted the house and, to happen is for those sorts of food items to be removed from
as an absolute majority of the whole number of the memberge front of the shop and replaced with healthy eating guides

of the house is not present, ring the bells. and the sort of fresh food alternatives that | know all mem-
An absolute majority of the whole number of members bers in this place would prefer rather than processed food.
being present: The entire food basket of South Australia, because of our
Motion carried. clean and green image, is well placed to see us eating in a
much better fashion. The consumption of fresh fruit and
Mr HANNA: | move: vegetables has to increase if we are to look after our bodies

That for the remainder of the session, standing and sessionii the best way we can. The correlation between exercise and

orders be so far suspended to enable Orders of the Day, Privagiet is firmly established, and | recognise the importance of

Members Business Bills/=Committees/Regulations and Orders of t : e ) ‘3
Day, Other Motions take precedence for a period of one hour ove e Prime MInISthS stqtgments about schools providing
Notices of Motion in those categories. many more sporting activities for students. However, as |

read those remarks, | thought about how important it will be

The Hon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): | want to know whether for the Prime Minister to back up those remarks with some
the particular bill which I have in my name is going to be funding. As we all know, children cannot participate in team
taken off theNotice Paper and if | am going to be prevented sports, and so on, unless they can afford the equipment—and
from moving it today. | have waited patiently. it is not only the uniforms, which are incredibly expensive.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Stuart, itis my | know that many junior football clubs in my electorate are
understanding that Orders of the Day, which are the longhaving difficulty even buying the flags to be used on the lines
standing matters, will take precedence over new matters f@f the soccer pitches and at football goal posts.

one hour only. So, it is a switch in regard to the hour. It will also be important to ensure that many more children
Motion carried. are involved in sport at the school level. This is not to say that
we want teachers working extra hours without remuneration,
SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE: OBESITY as we have seen in the private school system, where a terrible
burden has been placed on teachers who are working extra
Adjourned debate on motion of Mr Snelling: hours, which affects their family life. It is important that the
That the 19th report of the Social Development Committeework that goes into after-hours school and sporting activities
entitled Inquiry into Obesity, be noted. is recognised by the Prime Minister and that something is put
(Continued from 26 May. Page 2226.) forward in relation to rewarding that work.

It may be that we call on our volunteer networks again, but
Ms BEDFORD (Florey): The Social Development it will be terribly important for there to be a credit system

Committee took very seriously its work on obesity andwhere people are given some sort of value for the work they
overweight. As reported in the press this week, the Primgut in with our young people because, as we all know, every
Minister has recognised this issue as the single most seriogsllar we spend in prevention saves $3 or $4 in the cure. The
health issue facing our young people. The Prime Minister hasumber of withesses who spoke to us about the importance
already announced a number of programs, although | am nof diet in controlling diseases such as diabetes cannot be
sure whether he spent the same amount of time as the Socialderestimated, and even asthma in some cases is related to
Development Committee did in examining all the programdiet in some way. The diabetes epidemic that we face in
that are available. We heard from witnesses and tooRustralia has alot to do with our food consumption, and it is
evidence, and took into account all the programs that havienportant that some of the allied health measures that we
been running successfully in South Australia. We hope thadiscussed are also taken up.
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I thoroughly enjoyed the reference on obesity andchildren and the like) is unambiguously wrong and ought to
overweight. That might sound a little perverse but it is an areée punished in so far as it is uploaded within our jurisdiction.
that | have had a great deal of interest in for a long timelt is true that pornographic material—material portraying sex
Seasonal eating, which is something that we have growhetween adults and children, abhorrent and revolting
away from in my lifetime in Australia, is a very important material—will still be uploaded onto the World Wide Web
aspect of health. It is not good to be eating the same sort dfom overseas. But | think we have a duty within our borders
things all the time and variety in diet is an important aspecto try to prevent such literature being uploaded where we can
of what we need to look at, as is the availability of differentpunish it using the criminal law.
sorts of foods. Rather than buying in fruits and foods from the | think people of goodwill will differ about whether there
other side of the world so we can have cherries or strawis a place for a broker who brings together, via the internet
berries all year round, it might be worth looking at how we or some other means, men who can supply sperm and leshian
might better produce those sorts of fruits here in Australia saouples who wish one of their partnership to bear a child who
we can eat them when they are fresh and seasonally availableill be raised by them. | support the idea of children,

| commend the work of the committee to the house. | thinkparticularly boys, being raised in a family that comprises a
the recommendations that we made were excellent. Havirfgther and a mother. With juvenile offending and delinquen-
sat through all the evidence, | believe that, if we can everwy, we are reaping the results of the whirlwind of the late
pick up half of what we have recommended, we will go aSenator Lionel Murphy's Family Law Act, which made
long way to seeing a much fitter society. As | said earlier, theivorce so easy and encouraged one-parent families. Never-
fitter we are and the better care we take of our own bodies ndheless, | am reluctant to employ the criminal law to prevent
only delivers us a happier and healthier life but it eases thiesbian partners obtaining sperm to conceive a child and to
burden on the state’s health budget. raise it themselves.

| do not think there is a role for the criminal law here, and

Mr SCALZI secured the adjournment of the debate. | think the member for Mawson has gone way over the top

in bringing to the house an ill thought-out bill to punish

REPRODUCTIVE TECHNOLOGY (CLINICAL something that seemed undesirable when it was raised with
PRACTICES) (PROHIBITION OF PUBLICATION him during a talkback radio program. Although | am an
OF CERTAIN MATERIAL) AMENDMENT BILL admirer of talkback radio as a means of gauging public

opinion and as a means of giving the least powerful and least

Adjourned debate on second reading. regarded people in society an opportunity to talk to tens of

(Continued from 26 May. Page 2227.) thousands of people for the cost of a local call, nevertheless

I am reluctant to legislate on the feelings of those on talkback

The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON  (Attorney-General): | radio on one particular evening without further inquiries.

make it clear to the house that | will be opposing this bill. | think this bill comes to us much too hastily. It is wrong

Although | am on the record as being an opponent of publichyn principle. Although | speak at this time only for myself
funded in-vitro fertilisation treatment for leshian COUpleS, |and’ | think, the Premier, lam quite confident that | would be
do not believe that we should be Crlmlnallsmg Communicasupported unanimous|y by the parliamentary Labor Party’
tion between lesbian couples wanting to achieve a pregnangjthough that remains to be seen when we deliberate on this
and those who can help them achieve it. As | understand imatter. | urge the house to vote against the bill for the reasons
the bill is aimed at criminalising a web site that is uploaded have given.
from South Australia that has the purpose of putting lesbian
couples in touch with sperm donors. Whatever one feels The Hon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher): | will make a brief
about artificial insemination for lesbian couples and for acontribution. | cannot support this bill for various reasons. |
baby to be brought up in a fatherless household, neverthelekave had some first-hand experience in relation to IVF
itis my view that the parliament would be going much too farmatters. This bill represents a knee-jerk reaction by the
to prohibit such a web site. | do not believe it is right to applymember for Mawson—although no doubt well intentioned.
criminal penalties to someone who tries to put these partiekoday, we are in a new era of family-type matters (using that
in touch with one another. term in a broad sense). Some people do not like what has
It surprises me that the member for Mawson, havinghappened or is happening, but in many ways we are charting
canvassed this proposal on talkback radio not long after heew waters. | know that this measure is directed specifically
discovered the existence of the web site, could persuade tlagainst lesbians, but | am aware of situations where very
parliamentary Liberal Party to allow him to bring such a bill responsible, professional women live together, but they are
to the house. | would be surprised, indeed, if more liberalnot leshians, according to any reasonable definition, because
minded members of the opposition such as the members fdiney are not in a sexual relationship. Although it sounds
Heysen and Unley, or indeed others, would support what paradoxical, in such a case, you would have a double single-
think is an overreaction. Were such a web site uploaded frorparent situation.
South Australia to be prohibited, its place would be taken by | believe that such a non leshian female couple, if | can put
web sites uploaded interstate and overseas. it that way, would make excellent parents. However, |
There was a bill about uploading offensive and porno-acknowledge the point made by the Attorney that, in an ideal
graphic material from South Australia which | supported inworld, boys should grow up preferably with the guidance of
the last parliament and under the current government. That father and a mother and, similarly, that female children
bill went on to become law. It was a bill to apply the classifi- should have the influence of a mother and a father, but we no
cations on film to material uploaded on the internet. Soméonger live in that perfect world.
may say there is an inconsistency between my position on So, | think the member for Mawson has got legislation
that bill and this, but the distinction | make is this. Porno-together somewhat hastily, and | would like to see this
graphic material (material portraying sex between adults anchatter—and the whole issue relating to reproductive
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technology—considered, and | know we have looked at Indeed, when I travelled to Sydney to be briefed by a New
certain aspects of cloning and so on in the not long distarfouth Wales police officer about hoon driving, he said that
past. Matters like this ought to be the subject of morethe principle concern of the New South Wales government
considered opinion and debate, rather than a quick bithnd the New South Wales Police before their law was
coming into parliament following someone highlighting whatintroduced was that hundreds, sometimes more than a
exists on the internet. thousand, people gathered around a public road to watch a
The problem with the internet, as the Attorney is well speed trial by motorists. So, not only was there great danger
aware, is that there are a lot of things that governments ait¢ safety at these speed trials but they attracted a rowdy
finding difficult to deal with, and | have drawn this to his crowd of many hundreds of people. Part of that crowd was
attention. Through no fault of his own, he has been unable tthe equivalent of the lookout, a person who acted like the
do much about it, that is, the glorification of outright cockatoo for a two-up game.
vandalism. The body responsible—the Australian Film Mrs Geraghty interjecting:
Classification Authority, or it might be even the Australian ~ The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: The member for Torrens
Broadcasting Authority (the Attorney would know the preciseinterjects that she was a cockatoo but not for a two-up game.
body)—has had difficulty and said that it cannot intervenePerhaps she will enlighten us later about what she was acting
when people are using the internet from within Southas a cockatoo for. Because of these cockatoos, armed as they
Australia or Australia to glorify acts of vandalism which are were with mobile phones, it was very difficult for the New
illegal. South Wales Police to catch up with those who were running
There are other aspects in how we deal with an internghese speed trials.
situation. We are trying to deal with that in relation to child ~ So, what the New South Wales government did—I know
pornography, excessive violence and all those things, yet wigom my trip to Sydney that the New South Wales police
seem unable to deal with even the basic issue of vandalisiiere sceptical to begin with—was to outlaw speed trials. It
which is portrayed on the internet in some glorified way. Sogpecifically made them punishable by pre-conviction
there is another aspect to this issue. For those reasons, bgpoundment of the cars of those who participated in the
particularly because the member for Mawson has generaté&@eed trial. | do not doubt that what we regard as hoon
some anti-lesbian legislation in a hasty way, | think we needlriving—I think that all aspects of hoon driving here in South
to take more time. It needs to be a considered response fgistralia, and what was regarded as hoon driving a New
look at the implications of what is contained in this bill before South Wales—is already contrary to the law. The difficulty
we rush into criminalising behaviour which may involve is that the punishment for hoon driving is not as appropriate
people who are decent citizens and who are trying to dés it might be. Indeed, punishment has to wait for a long time
something which is honourable and decent but which somentil itis finally imposed, and the punishments imposed, after
people in the community may not like for personal moralsuch a long time, have not had the effect of general deter-
reasons. So, on those grounds, | cannot support this bill, bignce, namely, deterring members of the public generally

| am interested to hear the contributions of other member§om hoon driving.
over time. During my visit to Sydney to talk to the New South Wales

police about hoon driving, they informed me that, although
The Hon. I.F. EVANS secured the adjournment of the they were originally sceptical of pre-conviction impound-

debate. ment, it has worked well in the past few years. | think the
only way to deter young men—and they are overwhelmingly
STATUTES AMENDMENT (MISUSE OF MOTOR young men who engage in hoon driving—is to make an
VEHICLES) BILL example of some of them by pre-conviction impoundment.
If, subsequently, when the matter comes to trial, their

Adjourned debate on second reading. innocence is established, | am sure that any provision that we
(Continued from 26 May. Page 2230.) introduce (or the member for Fisher introduces) will restore
the alleged hoon driver to a position consistent with their

The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): | innocence.

commend the member for Fisher on introducing the bill However, | think the only way to make a bad example of
before us. Members will recall that, during the state electiormoon driving is pre-conviction impoundment. In doing so, the
campaign that culminated on 9 February 2002, it was th@nportant thing is that we should balance the rights of the
centrepiece of the Liberal Party’s criminal justice policy thatparent, relative or friend who owns the vehicle in which the
it would outlaw hoon driving. | recall that the member for hoon the driver perpetrates the offence with the right of
Mawson, together with the then premier went, | think, tosociety to stamp out hoon driving by pre-conviction impound-
Adelaide International Raceway to announce the Liberainent or, in the case of repeat offending, the forfeiture to the
Party’s policy on this matter amidst a cloud of burning Crown of the motor vehicle. Because if mum or dad, aunt or
rubber. | think it was an effective policy launch for the thenuncle or whoever owned the car had no reason to know that
government, because it addressed the concern of many Solitthvas being used for hooning, then | think the law should
Australians that hoon driving had become a serious problerallow that person to recover his or her car from the police
throughout South Australia, particularly in the metropolitanlockup. | do not think it is fair to punish innocent third parties
area and townships. Most people will have heard the hoowith pre-conviction impoundment. There has to be some
drivers at it in their locality at some time in the past 10 yearscareful balancing of rights in this legislation. | think that, in
By hoon driving | mean excessive motor vehicle wheelsubstantially copying the Queensland legislation, the member
spinning such as to lay rubber on the road. It is also knowifior Fisher has done his best.

as donuts, and other aspects of hoon driving include speed As it happens, in the last general election the Labor Party
trials along our public roads, both state government and localso had a policy on hoon driving that was on all fours with
government roads, and thatis common in New South Waleshat of the Liberal Party, but to the credit of the Liberal Party



2404 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Wednesday 2 June 2004

it got there first, so there was no point in the Labor oppositiored, will all fall back on them. So, the police obviously need
also having a similar launch. We are of one mind, governsome reassurance that this will not cost them money.
ment and opposition, about what needs to be done about hoon | think it is a good thing that, when the cars are released
driving. In my opinion, included in hoon driving should be— from impoundment (particularly if the alleged hooner has by
Dr McFetridge interjecting: this time admitted guilt or has been found guilty), the hooner,
The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: Yes. The member for orthe owner of the car who reasonably knew that the car was
Morphett is right about that, and | am working on that mattetbeing used for hooning, should pay all the costs of impound-
as he speaks. ment. That is a very important provision. | do not believe that
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Thompson): While the it occurs in New South Wales, but it should occur here in
Attorney has paused, | notice the clock. If he is claiming toSouth Australia, and | hope that is a feature of the member
be lead speaker in opposition to the bill, his time can bdor Fisher’s bill.
extended. The government is working on a bill. We will have a bill
The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: Yes, | am, and | will substantially like that of the member for Fisher in the next
explain why | am opposing the bill. | would want the bill to parliament. I am confident that both the government and the
include, as hooning, having a radio, hi-fi or CD systemopposition will support it and that we will prevail over the
playing very loudly so as to disturb the neighbourhood. | anopposition of the Greens MP and the Democrats in another
sure the member for Morphett would agree that drivingplace.
around the neighbourhood with one’s car radio on full blast | think that there is scope in this legislation for the
waking up the neighbours is a kind of hoon driving for whichinvolvement of local government. We should give local
pre-conviction impoundment should apply—not just the cagovernment some incentive to be involved in detecting
radio or the CD system, but the car itself. In my view, thathooning in motor vehicles. It may be that they will be in a
should also be part of hoon driving. better position to enforce this law if they are given an
| also think that we should call hoon driving by its name.incentive to do so by being able to levy fines and impound the
I would not for a moment gib at calling the bill an anti- vehicles.
hooning bill, because | think hooning has become part of the
lexicon. | think most of the public know what we mean by ~ Mr SNELLING (Playford): One of the things that makes
hooning in a motor vehicle, and | think it should be called bylife hell for my constituents is hoon drivers, who can be
its name. particularly terrifying for them. It can be particularly
As it happens, | think the Statutes Amendment (Misuse oflistressing when they have someone doing doughnuts and
Motor Vehicles) Bill is something of a euphemism, and | wheelies out the front of their house in the early hours of the
think it should be called what it is supposed to be: an antiforning, in addition to the normal annoyance that comes
hooning proposed law. | am opposing the bill on behalf of thérom being woken up in the early hours of the morning for no
government because the government has been working fgpod reason other than some lout’s idea of having a good
two years on its own bill. Regrettably— time.
The Hon. R.B. Such:l must be slightly more efficient. I must acknowledge the good work that Salisbury council
The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: Yes, the member for Fisher has done in my electorate in trying to pursue this matter. | do
is probably more efficient in this matter than the governmentot always agree with everything that the Salisbury council
of South Australia. The difficulty is that many governmentdoes but, in this case, | am in full agreement. It has a very
departments—Transport SA, the Attorney-General'good crime officer who makes it his business to chase up
Department and the police— complaints. What happens is that, when one of these cars is
The Hon. R.B. Such:Uncle Tom Cobbley. behaving like this in the street—
The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: —and, as the member for Mr Goldsworthy interjecting:
Fisher interjects, Uncle Tom Cobbley—have dipped theiroar Mr SNELLING: Or the driver. Thank you, member for
into work on this proposed law and it has become bogge#avel, for correcting me. When a person is behaving like this
down in inter-departmental disputes. The police are reluctarin a car, if a witness is able to obtain the licence plate of the
to agree to the bill because they realise that it is their officersar and reports it, an officer from Salisbury council makes it
who are expected to enforce what may be a difficult bill totheir business to pursue the driver of the car. They take up the
enforce and that there is difficulty, even if the law changesmatter, and they will bill the driver of the car for the expense
in police catching hoons in the act. The act of hooning can bef cleaning the burnt rubber off the road. I think that is an
over in seconds on our roads— excellent initiative of the Salisbury council.
The Hon. R.B. Such:It works in Queensland. Mr Koutsantonis: What's the Mayor of Salisbury doing
The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: The member for Fisher says now?
that it works in Queensland, and | am confident that it works Mr SNELLING: [ will ignore that interjection. | think it
there, as it does in New South Wales, as | was advised by thig an important initiative. Recently, someone was gaoled for
police there at the international terminal before | flew off tocausing death by dangerous driving, an incident that hap-
the Standing Committee of Attorneys-General meeting irpened in my electorate. A young woman who was driving
Norfolk Island (so, | did not cost the taxpayers any extrahome in the early hours of the morning from work, as | recall,
money by going to Sydney to be briefed on this). The policavas hit by a stolen vehicle, an incident that resulted in her
are concerned that their lockups will be used; that they wildeath. These incidents are becoming more and more common
be expected to look after these cars (with the resourcall the time, and this is something that has to be pursued. |
implications of that); that they will be expected to bear thecongratulate the member for Fisher for taking the initiative
costs of any deterioration in these cars while they are imn this issue. | travelled to New South Wales last year to talk
police care; and that the cost of hiring a garage or yard iro the police about what they were doing, and they raised with
which to keep these cars, and the precautions of keeping theme this policy of impounding vehicles, stressing how
in the condition in which they were when they were impound-successful it had been in reducing the incidence of hoon
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driving. | put to them some of the concerns that Southn their motor vehicle. They drive cars like Nissans,
Australia Police have about the cost incurred to the police oMitsubishis, Subarus and Ford XR6s. | got a phone call the
impounding vehicles and the various administrative problemsther day from a constituent of mine who saw a white XR6
that would be involved in doing this, but they put to me thatin Ashley Street, Torrensville. Unfortunately, he could not get
the inconvenience and expense to them was well worth ijown the number plate.
given the dangers that were involved in this sort of behaviour. Ms Rankine interjecting:

Some time ago a report called Broken Windows was put  \r KOUTSANTONIS: No, that is not true.
out by two American criminologists, who argued that where
you have a neighbourhood where there are broken windows,
where it is quite clear that there is widespread lawlessnes,

that encouraged other acts of lawlessness in the neighbo “h the amendment that the member for Fisher has moved
hood. | think New York was the city they were talking about, V" ) . . : Ved,
Ig insert a new section 46A. | will read it to members for their

and they said that in those parts of the city where there wa oo
obvious lawlessness through graffiti and broken windows',nformat'on'
derelict houses and so on, this created a climate in which 46A—Misuse of a motor vehicle

other crimes were committed. The City of New York actually (1) A person misuses a motor vehicle for the purposes of this
took on this report, and it was the basis for its zero tolerance ~ Section if the person—

i ; ; ; (a) drives a motor vehicle, in a public place, in arace
policing policy, which has resulted in such enormous between vehicles, a vehicle speed trial, a vehicle

reductions in crime in New York_. ) pursuit or any competitive trial to test drivers’ skills
I would add to the broken windows and vandalism that or vehicles.

were being talked about in that original report this sort ofy 5+ is a very good amendment. The member for Fisher has
hoonish driving and black burnt tyre ma_lrks on the road. A”moved it because, as | can tell you, our public roads should
> - . . ! ot be used for this type of driving but, in fact, they are. It
a climate of fear and a climate in which other crimes ar&qmings me that a constituent of mine approached me about
likely to be committed. | am concerned that in some of thégp|ey Street in Torrensville. Out the front of his house, the

neighbourhoods in my electorate, where there are burnt tylig, .y yunber that has been left on the road by these idiots—
marks on the road and hoon driving going on, this creates a The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: And | was there

climate of fear in which law-abiding, decent people are )
unwilling to go out into the streets. They are unwilling to use | Mr KOUTSANTONIS: The Attorney-General, on the

the public facilities of the area. They stay in their homesd@y Of the cabinet arrival in the City of West Torrens, went

behind their security doors and, as a result, crimes other th&/pWn to meet my constituents on Ashley Street and saw first

just hoon driving flourish. hand the devastation that peoplg are causing. People know
This initiative of the member for Fisher is an excellentthat, when these people are laying rubber onto roads, the

one. | think it is well worth the consideration of the house andENdines rev quite loudly. There is a lot of smoke and tar and
the house should either support the member for Fisher lot of rubber on the road. It is noisy and usually happens in

legislation or the Attorney-General's indicated desire ton€ middle of the night. People, such as most members

introduce government legislation in this area. | will be OPPOsite, think that Torrensville is an industrial suburb, but
looking forward to it. | will be letting my constituents know itis not. A 'f%lflge _nufmber of :jesrlldentshllve tr(;e_re—O\égrs 5hOO
what the government is doing. In my electorate it is probablyl! Torrensville, in fact—and these hoon drivers think that
one of the issues that keeps me busiest as a member GEY can somehow come down here and treat the western

parliament. The disruptive tendency is probably the numbepUPUrbs as their own personal raceway. Also, some of my
one issue, and | would follow that by this hoon driving, constituents from Brooklyn Park have told me that Lipsett

complaints about hoon driving in the suburbs of my elector-1€race is a thoroughfare between Marion Road, Airport

ate, which is causing tremendous disturbance to my constiti?©@d and beyond. These people go through a school zone. It

ents. | look forward to some action being taken in this areaS & large, wide road, and residents there put up with a great
I have full confidence in the government taking the appropri-deal' Also, in Lockleys, there is another road which connects

ate action to make sure that this sort of behaviour is stampe%ir Donald Bradman Drive and Henley Beach Road. This
out. road is also used as some sort of raceway.

Unfortunately, as the Attorney-General pointed out in his

Mr KOUTSANTONIS (West Torrens): | riseto oppose remarks, these roads are covered by the local government, so
the bill in its form but not its sentiment. | think the member the state government cannot actually go in and establish any
for Fisher, who is an excellent member of parliament andraffic calming methods. The best way the state government
excellent Deputy Speaker, is doing some very good work. has of dealing with these hoon drivers is to implement
too have a lot of problems in my electorate with hoon driving,changes to the act, as the member for Fisher is moving to do
especially down Ashley Street, Lipsett Terrace (Brooklynwith his Statutes Amendment (Misuse of Motor Vehicles)
Park) and, of course, Anzac Highway. The member foBill 2004, which is a bill for an act to amend the Road Traffic
Morphett knows all about these idiots who drive up and dowrct 1961 and the Summary Offences Act 1953. The best tool
Anzac Highway at full speed, waking up our residentswe have is to empower SAPOL and its officers with every-
risking people’s lives doing burn-outs in the side streetghing they need to go in and prosecute these offenders and not
around Immanuel College and the schools on Morphett Roa@nly prosecute them but also take away the means of
right down the end along Sir James Congdon Drive; behin@ffending again. It is much like catching kids with slingshots
the athletics stadium and behind the airport to the golf cours@r other prohibited firearms or weapons that they might be
on Tapleys Hill Road. using, and the best way to stop them using it as a threat is to

| am disgusted by this kind of behaviour. | do not under-take it off them. Given that—
stand for one moment why anyone would do that sort of thing Ms Bedford: It is so simple, it could work.

Mr Hanna interjecting:
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: No, | have never seen one of
ose. The Road Traffic Act is a very interesting act, along
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Mr KOUTSANTONIS: ltis so simple that it could work. AYES (22
| am sure that the member for Florey in her simplicity will Brindal, M. K. Brokenshire, R. L.
support the government’s bill when the Attorney-General Buckby, M. R. Chapman, V. A.
brings it in during the next session of the parliament. Indeed, Evans, I. F. (teller) Goldsworthy, R. M.
I hope that all members of the opposition support our view. Gunn, G. M. Hall, J. L.
I know that the member for Morphett also has grave concerns Hamilton-Smith, M. L. J. Hanna, K.
about people hooning around Jetty Road late at night, using Kotz, D. C. Matthew, W. A.
the tramlines as a lubricant for their tyres. Maywald, K. A. McEwen, R. J.

Dr McFetridge interjecting: McFetridge, D. Meier, E. J.

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Because | used to be a trader on Penfold, E. M. Redmond, I. M.
Jetty Road. | was also a member of the Chamber of Com- Scalzi, G. Such, R. B.
merce. | was always very upset, as we had to get the council ~ Venning, I. H. Williams, M. R.
to put up barriers in 1993 to stop cars sliding into shopfronts NOES (20)
because of the low footpath on Jetty Road. It is always a  Atkinson, M. J. Bedford, F. E.
nightmare on Jetty Road on a Saturday night or Sunday  Breuer, L. R. Caica, P.
morning. That is why we are empowering SAPOL with a bill. Ciccarello, V. Conlon, P. F.
The Attorney-General, | understand, is still consulting on the Foley, K. O. Geraghty, R. K. (teller)
bill and speaking with key stakeholders and local residents Hill, J. D. Key, S. W.
in South Australia about what they want to see in the Koutsantonis, T. Lomax-Smith, J. D.
amendments of the Summary Offences Act and the Road  O’Brien, M. F. Rankine, J. M.
Traffic Act. My remarks are in no way a criticism of the Rann, M. D. Snelling, J. J.
member for Fisher, because | know that he is a man of deep Stevens, L. Thompson, M. G.
commitment to South Australia and South Australians and White, P. L. Wright, M. J.
that he is trying to empower them to improve their standards PAIR(S)
of living in their homes. Kerin, R. G. Rau, J. R.

A lot of people cannot understand what it is like to have Brown, D. C. Weatherill, J. W.
hoon drivers continually going past your home, making Majority of 2 for the ayes.

excessive noise. Often all the police have to prosecute potion thus carried.
someone with is excessive noise or dangerous driving. That

does not take into account that the car has been modifiedSTATUTES AMENDMENT (MISUSE OF MOTOR

somehow to make it more powerful to enable it to be misused VEHICLES) BILL
in this way; it does not take it out of the hands of the
offenders. The government’s bill will put a bit of responsibili- ~ Second reading debate resumed.

ty onto parents and the hoon drivers by saying, ‘Look; if your The SPEAKER: The honourable member for West
car is being used for this sort of activity, it is going to be Torrens.

taken away. So, work out what the car is being used for and, The Hon. I.F. EVANS (Davenport): The member for
if you cannot trust your children, the person you are lendingiest Torrens is not here, so | move:

your car to_oryourself, then do not drive it because, if you do 14t the debate be adjourned.

that, we will take it away from you.’

Given the government’s commitment to road safety, its
push to deduct demerit points for speed camera offences a . .
the lowering of the speed limit from 60 km/h to 50 km/h, thethat the debate be ad_Journed. Is that motion se_conded?
government would be well advised to look very closely atthe 1he Hon. M.J. Atkinson: Someone is on their feet.
member for Fisher’s bill and ensure that it takes up the tenor 1he SPEAKER: I'have a thousand people on their feet!
and substance of the bill and incorporate a lot of the sugges- MS THOMPSON: Mr Speaker, | seek the call if the
tions made in the member for Fisher's bill, because | thinknember for West Torrens does not wish to complete his time.
the member for Fisher is onto something here. | am justa The SPEAKER: | have accepted a motion from the
little jealous that I did not think of it first. | am a humble man; member for Davenport. | heard and saw the member for

The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: No, there is a speaker.
d The SPEAKER: The member for Davenport has moved

I am not one for grandiose— Davenport, in that order, and all members know that, if they
Debate adjourned. want to be heard and seen, they jump up and call the attention
of the chair by addressing it as Mr Speaker or Mr Deputy
SITTINGS AND BUSINESS Speaker, as the case may be. The proposition is that the
motion moved by the member for Davenport be agreed to.
The Hon. I.F. EVANS (Davenport): | move: The house divided on the motion:
That Notices of Motion: Private Members Business AYES (22)
Bills/Committees/Regulations Nos 1 to 13 be postponed and taken Brindal, M. K. Brokenshire, R. L.
into_consideration after Orders of the Day: Private Members Buckby, M. R. Chapman, V. A.
Business Bills/Committees/Regulations Nos 5 and 6. Evans, |. F. (teller) Goldsworthy, R. M.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Snelling): Is the honour- Gunn, G. M. Hall, J. L.
able member’s motion moved with the acceptance of those Hamilton-Smith, M. L. J. Hanna, K.
members affected by his motion? Kotz, D. C. Matthew, W. A.
The Hon. I.F. EVANS: Mr Acting Speaker, | can confirm Maywald, K. A. McEwen, R. J.
that | have spoken to the members for Stuart, Mitchell, Unley, McFetridge, D. Meier, E. J.
Fisher and MacK:illop, and they have all agreed to the motion. Penfold, E. M. Redmond, I. M.

The house divided on the motion: Scalzi, G. Such, R. B.
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AYES (cont.)

Venning, I. H. Williams, M. R.
NOES (20)
Atkinson, M. J. (teller)  Bedford, F. E.
Breuer, L. R. Caica, P.
Ciccarello, V. Conlon, P. F.
Foley, K. O. Geraghty, R. K.
Hill, J. D. Key, S. W.
Koutsantonis, T. Lomax-Smith, J. D.
O’'Brien, M. F. Rankine, J. M.
Rann, M. D. Snelling, J. J.
Stevens, L. Thompson, M. G.
White, P. L. Wright, M. J.
PAIR(S)
Kerin, R. G. Rau, J. R.
Brown, D. C. Weatherill, J. W.

Majority of 2 for the ayes.
Motion thus carried.

LAND AGENTS (INDEMNITY FUND-GROWDEN

DEFAULT) AMENDMENT BILL

Adjourned debate on second reading.
(Continued from 24 March. Page 1628.)

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Thank you, Mr Speaker. Sir, that
has always been the practice of the house, and | thank you for
your wisdom and tolerance. | am stunned that members
opposite are shaking their heads, because my constituents
deserve to be heard on this issue.

Members interjecting:

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: | cannot believe that | am being
censored in this place by members opposite. Thankfully, this
is a democracy and my constituents can be heard.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Of course, members opposite
believe in totalitarian regimes where we cannot be heard, and
| find that offensive. This bill should be sent to a Select
Committee in my opinion, first and foremost. | have the
greatest deal of sympathy for the people who have been hurt
by this, but | do not believe that the government should be
held to hostage and ransom by one member of the parliament.

Mr Meier: Who's that?

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: People like you.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr MEIER: |rise on a point of order, Mr Speaker. That
is a stupid statement the honourable member has made, and
| would suggest that he had no knowledge of what he was

talking about when he said that this parliament had been held

The Hon. I.LF. EVANS (Davenport): Thank you, toransom by one member and when asked who that was he
Mr Speaker. | thank the members— said it was me.

The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: Mr Speaker, | rise on a The SPEAKER: What is the point or order?
point of order Mr MEIER: 1 have had no patrticipation in this debate

Mr Meier: Troublemaker! before.

The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: The member for Goyder The SPEAKER: The honourable member for West
interjects that | am a troublemaker when | am about to shar€orrens has the call.
with the house an opinion of the Crown Solicitor’'s Office. | ~ Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Thank you, Mr Speaker. | would
do not think it is troublemaking to raise— like to read intoHansard the Crown Solicitor’s advice.

Mr MEIER: |rise on a point of order, Mr Speaker. Iwas  Mr BRINDAL: | rise on a point of order, sir. | ask you
referring to his calling a division on the previous two in terms of relevance: this chamber | believe you have always
occasions. | think he upset the Deputy Premier very seriouslyuled is a sovereign chamber and as to the Crown Solicitor’s

The SPEAKER: Order! advice to this chamber | ask what its status is. The Crown

The Hon. I.F. EVANS: Mr Speaker, | rise on a point of Solicitor has no status, | put to you, sir, in this parliament.
order. Making a contribution on behalf of crown law is part You have more status than the Crown Solicitor, sir, and |
of the debate. | have the call. The Attorney had his opporturwonder what relevance the Crown Solicitor’s opinion is to
ity to make a contribution, which he used, but he never raisethis debate.
the crown law opinion. The SPEAKER: Notwithstanding the point made by the

The SPEAKER: Order! For reasons that the Attorney member for Unley about the ranking in protocol, the chamber
may not immediately understand, the member for Davenpofs, of course, a sovereign chamber, but it is entitled to hear
has the call at this point, but let me explain that ruling. Theopinion expressed by learned, dare | say it, gentlemen and
Attorney has already addressed the matter and spoken on tgentlewomen, from elsewhere. Although, the real point in this
second reading. He cannot, therefore, address the houkstance is, how come the member for West Torrens,
twice. The member for Davenport. perchance, has the Crown Solicitor’s ear to get his opinion,

The Hon. I.F. EVANS: Thank you, Mr Speaker. | thank when that s a privilege not extended to any other member of
members for their contribution on the second reading— the chamber? Notwithstanding that, the member has the

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: | rise on a point of order, material and | take it that it is his opinion. The honourable
Mr Speaker. In my time, it has always been the practice omember for West Torrens.
this house that, when you have said that if the person MrKOUTSANTONIS: This is what the Crown Solicitor
introducing the bill speaks they close the debate, you turn teays:
see whether anyone else is standing. | was standing, sir. The definition suggests that the bill is a hybrid bill. It seeks to

The SPEAKER: Then you have the call. confer upon investors in Growdens a right to be compensated from

the indemnity fund in circumstances where no other owner of a failed

. investment would be compensated under South Australian law.
mulz:/lr: KI\(/I)r UST;:)SeAaE;—rONIS (West Torrens): Thank you very Erskine May (19th edition at page 873-4) provides a number of

examples of objections made to public bills in the House of
The Hon. I.LF. EVANS: | had the call, Mr Speaker. Commons on the ground that they should have been hybrid bills.

The SPEAKER: If the member for West Torrens, who In three cases such an objection was overruled on the basis that

; ; ; - ; ; e bill dealt with the matter of public policy affecting all personsin
was standing, wishes to make his contribution, he is er]tltl(:‘\glparticular class in the same manner. In the present case the bill

to. seeks to treat investors in Growdens differently to other claimants
The Hon. I.F. EVANS: | clearly had the call. upon the indemnity fund. In another case cited by Erskine May the



2408 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Wednesday 2 June 2004

Speaker ruled that a bill which provided for the compulsory transfeagainst the particular compensation fund. Mr Johns advised that the
to a central trust of the undertakings of certain specified cangbrovisions of the Second-hand Vehicle Dealers Act 1995 which
companies, but not canal companies generally, was a hybrid bilauthorised the court or tribunal to authorise payment of compensa-
That approach was consistent with the definition | have quotedion out of the fund were standing appropriations authorising
above. payment of public money from the fund. While the matter was not
For these reasons | consider that the Growdens Bill is a hybridbeyond doubt, Mr Johns advised that the bill did alter the purposes
bill. I note that the Deputy Clerk of the House of Assembly hasfor which moneys in the fund might be expended. On balance,
expressed the same view in a minuteMy conclusion makes it Mr Johns concluded that as the bill sought to alter the purposes upon
necessary to consider the procedures applicable to hybrid bills. which any part of the revenue might be expended it was a money
A detailed discussion of the procedure applicable to hybrid billsbill. A copy of that advice is attached.
in the House of Commons appears in Erskine May (19th edition at | consider the present hill to be indistinguishable from that
pages 554-558). As | am confident that the Clerk will be fully considered by Mr Johns in 1999.
familiar with the process it is unnecessary to refer to it in detail.  The indemnity fund is established under section 29 of the Land
Moreover, in accordance with SO 1 there may be local practices &gents Act. Amongst other moneys, it comprises interest paid on
variance with those of the House of Commons (of which I have naagents’ trust accounts, fines recovered as a result of disciplinary
knowledge). Established local practices must be followed where theyroceedings and money required to be paid into the fund under that

differ from those in force at Westminster. act or any other act. The requirement that interest on trust accounts
The essential elements of the House of Commons practice withe paid into the fund is effectively a form of tax in the sense defined
hybrid bills are: by the High Court in Matthews v Chicory Marketing Board
- The bill must be referred to an examiner in accordance with(1938) . . ‘A compulsory exaction of money by a public authority
the procedure applicable to private bills. for public purposes, enforceable by law, and is not a payment for
The Second Reading cannot be moved until the report of theervices rendered’. Thus, the purposes for which the fund may be
examiners has been received. applied constitute an appropriation by the parliament of part of the

The examiners' report as to whether the Standing Orders forevenue. A change to that purpose constitutes a change to the
dealing with private bills are applicable and have beenpurposes of an appropriation within the meaning of section 59 of the
complied with. Constitution Act. For that reason—

After the Second Reading a hybrid bill is referred to a select . Lo

committee. The select committee may be a joint committee. AN honourable member interjecting: o

The proceedings in the select committee on a hybrid billare  Mr KOUTSANTONIS: This is not my quote; this is the

generally conducted— Crown Solicitor. It continues:

Mr BRINDAL: | rise on a point of order, Mr Speaker. For that reason | do not agree with the view expressed by the
Notwithstanding your comments about how the membePeputy Clerk. The bill does considerably more than merely divide
knows the Crown Solicitor’s opinion, the member for Westthe existing fund into two parts. It changes—

Torrens alleged and referred to a minute from the Deputy The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member’s time
Clerk. | ask you, sir, whether it is orderly, how the Crown has expired.

Solicitor knows what the Deputy Clerk has put in a minute, Membersinterjecting:

and whether, in accordance with your ruling yesterday, you The SPEAKER: Order! All honourable members will
would rule that that minute from the Deputy Clerk be tabledtake their seats. Given the remarks that have just been made
so that the whole house knows what the Deputy Clerk maypy the honourable member for West Torrens, and whether or
or may not think—not the Crown Solicitor, whose businessot all of the remarks he made were quoting from the opinion
it does not appear to be. in his hands of the Crown Solicitor, | am not sure. Some of

The SPEAKER: Notwithstanding the member for what he had to say went to the question of whether the bill
Unley’s honourable intentions, the opinion of the Deputywas a money bill or not. Other remarks | heard went to the
Clerk is available to all members of the chamber without itsquestion of whether or not the bill was a hybrid bill. In the
having to be tabled, merely upon their approach to the Deputfirst instance, before addressing both of those points, | am
Clerk or the Clerk or any other table officer they may choosecompelled to make the observation, as | have had to make it
to consult to obtain it. It is not necessary for it to be tabledoefore from the benches in the context of being the member
per se. There are other elements of the proposition which tifer Hammond, | think in every instance, that during the term
member for West Torrens puts to the chamber at this poinbf the last government the Crown Solicitor certainly found
but I will allow him his time to expound his view and respond himself capable of comment in a much wider audience than
from the chair at the conclusion of his remarks. he might have imagined he would attract by providing, in a

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Thank you sir. It further states: matter of months, opinion about what was a public work,

- The proceedings in the select committee on a hybrid bill arevhich was actually contradictory to an earlier opinion he had

generally conducted in the same manner as those in axpressed, and not just contradictory in some detail but 180
committee on a private bill. However, unless the house ha:aegreeS in the opposite direction.

indicated otherwise, the Second Reading is considered to . -
remove from the promoter of a bill the onus of proving its 10 this day the example quoted by the Crown Solicitor,

expediency. in the Cabinet Handbook, of the Old Treasury Building as

In essence, the House of Commons practice generally treats thobeing a fine example of what was, indeed, a public work—

pub\l/{;:hbitlﬁls that are hygflild bills as if they were private bills. regardless of the source of the funds, given that the total
ether a money bl . .

The need to consider whether the bill is a money bill arises fronfMount of money to be expended was over $4 million—is the

section 59 of the Constitution Act. Section 59 provides: example to which | refer and which was shortly thereafter

It shall not be lawful for either House of Parliament to cited as not being a public work because not all the funds

pass any vote, resolution or bill for the appropriation of any came from the public purse. Accordingly, | leave all honour-

part of the revenue, or of any tax, rate, duty or impost, for any, . . .
purpose which has not been first recommended by th@ble members to place whatever weight they will or otherwise

Governor to the House of Assembly during the session ifoN the remarks that have been provided by the Crown
which such a vote, resolution or bill is passed. Solicitor for the benefit of whomever it is that may choose to
The Deputy Clerk has advised that the bill is not a money bill. Onregd them.

2 February 1999 Mark Johns provided advice to a former Attorney- .
General as to whether the Second Hand Vehicle Dealers (Compensa- l am thergfore Compe”.ed to contemplate the proposition
tion) Fund Amendment Bill 1998 was a money bill. The effect of thatthat, if that is what is being put by the member for West

bill was to narrow the circumstances in which a claim could be maddorrens, the bill is a money bill. In the first instance, a money
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bill would need to require that the chair conclude, or the The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: Mr Speaker, at what point
house, in coming to a different conclusion from the chair, thatvould it be in order to move that the bill be referred to a
the source of funds from which the benefit is to be paidselect committee?
should the measure pass, are funds which are raised by way The SPEAKER: That moment in time arises after it has
of taxation, rather than by way of a contribution to a fund thafpassed the second reading debate and before it goes to a
is managed in trust for people of a class defined in law.  Committee of the Whole.

Clearly, it is such a long bow, in my judgment, to claim ]
that it is a money bill that anyone who attempted to pick up Ms THOMPSON (Reynell): | rise to complete the
that bow would find it impossible to hold it in the middle femarks that have been made to ensure that the house has the
while standing the bow in order to fire the shot. | doubt thatenefit of the advice of the managing solicitor advising the
anything other than a pencil would be what they have to dra/rown Solicitor in relation to this matter, but | also wish to
with; certainly, no bow string exists. The money was neve@dd some comments of my own. To complete the advice
taxation and cannot be appropriated under any circumstanc@den by the Crown Solicitor, | continue where the member
under the act establishing authority to collect it to the publidor West Torrens finished. For that reason, | do not agree with
purse, other than that the government as we know it constfhe view expressed by the Deputy Clerk. The bill does

tuted as at present in South Australia be dissolved. COﬂSIderab|y more than merely divide the eX|St|ng fund into

As for the other measure, that of a hybrid bill, there havdWo parts. It (_:hanges the purposes for WhiCh part of Fh_e fund
; Y ay be applied. To summarise my advice: (a) the bill is not

been occasions in the past in which | have protested to thf§biII for a private act: (b) the practices of the House of

chamber—and stood alone—that the chamber was makin hat the bill is a hvbrid bill: and (€ the bill
grave mistake in its abuse of trust for trusts properly estab= ommons suggest that the bill s a hybrid bill; an (c) the bi
a money bill and cannot be passed in the absence of a

lished. There are two recent instances. One was th X d it indicates that the G
case—albeit popular and politically correct at the time—to overnors message—and Il indicates that the Lrown

allocate land given to the state government to be held ipolicitor’s office is available to provide further advice on this
trust—or, indeed, given to the University of Adelaide to beMatter. he sub ¢ the bill and .
held in trust—where the Waite Arboretum is now established, ! 'éturn to the substance of the bill and my reasons for
My call then was that this is not public land but land held in®PPOSINg the substance of the bill. | am sure members will be

trustin the public interest for a particular purpose. The housgWare that many people have suffered badly as aresult of the

ignored my call, passed the Iegislation and handed the la tions of Growdens and their involvement with that firm.
to the Netherby Kindergarten. nfortunately, however, many people have suffered badly

The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: It went to a select committee. through poor speculative practice on the part of many

. . . operators. When one deals in these matters, | understand that
The SPEAKER: Notwithstanding the fact that it went to

. ) i the caution is ‘buyer beware’. The real estate indemnity fund
a select committee, that mistake was made, in consequenggicts for a range of purposes, as defined in the act.

of which it was necessary for the house to entertain a bill at 1< Redmond interjecting:
a later time brought by the member for Waite to overturnthat - \1« THOMPSON: The mémber for Heysen will have her

mistake. That act was repealed and the kindergarten pmpe;(ibportunity. I welcome her contribution in the debate. If she
established where it should be—on land other than th ishes to continue contributing now, that is fine: she can
owned by the trust. _ o have 10 minutes plus if she would like. The real estate
The second instance to which | draw attention is that ofndemnity fund consists of funds provided through conveyan-
the Tomatin McRae Association at Aldinga. That injustice—cers and real estate agents. The fact that some members of the
indeed, not only an injustice but an unlawful act of parlia-pyplic had access to the funds through Growdens was a
ment, should it be challenged in the High Court whilst therenatter of accident at the time. The availability of the fund to
is time—still stands to this day. | did not hear any othersome put not all, people affected by the Growdens collapse
member of this place listen to my remarks— depended upon who had handled some of their matters.
The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: It went to a select committee. ~ Members opposite are indicating considerable concern for
The SPEAKER: It may have been the case. | do not seepeople affected by the Growdens collapse and are indicating
that the best interests of the public in either instance werearious interpretations of the legislation. Some (not all)
served by its so doing. My point, therefore, is that, if it is amembers opposite may have—indeed, do have—far greater
hybrid bill, the process of referring it to a select committeeskills in interpreting the law than I. | do not have legal
is not likely to bring any greater measure of legal accuracyraining. However, as | have already indicated, | welcome the
or justice to the victims of the offences committed by contribution of the member for Heysen. | do not know
Growdens. | will not go further down that pathway, though,whether she is a practising lawyer but she is certainly an
other than to make the observation that there have beexperienced and well-trained lawyer. | recall that the
occasions in the past, regrettable or otherwise, where sudkttorney in his remarks was very interested to hear the
bills as might have gone to a select committee by a motiocontributions of the members for Heysen and Bragg in
of the house to suspend the standing orders accordingly havelation to the parts of the bill proposed by the member for
not done so. Again, it could be argued that the public interedbdavenport, which seek to change the definition of fiduciary
may have been abused. | therefore leave it to the house ttefault. | am sure that the Attorney is still very interested to
decide whether | am mistaken or correct in saying in thishear the opinion of these members about a retrospective
instance that it is not a bill that requires the attention of echange, as I understand, to the definition of fiduciary default.
select committee and that, if the house believes me mistaken | am really surprised at the level of heat in the debate
in that particular, | am quite happy to be found to have beeroming from members opposite, as they do not normally seek
in error and to see the matter go to a select committee in ordéo change legislation retrospectively. As | have already
to determine whether or not the public interest is properlyindicated, my skills in this area are not great, but | have
served in the process, and | rule accordingly. certainly heard many debates in this place about reasons for
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not making retrospective changes to legislation. The fact thdive in my electorate who were investors in Growden’s and
there are a number of people who have been badly hit angtho subsequently lost a great deal of their savings. However,
hurt for many years by the Growden'’s collapse has inspiretipoint out, and it comes to the core of what the member for
a number of members to be very vigorous in their pursuit oDavenport seeks to do, that my constituents were investors.
a method of retribution. | have to say that none of myThey were investing money in order to obtain a return on
constituents have approached me on this matter, so | have ribeir investment. Like any investor, they took a risk and,
personally heard their stories of despair. However, | havenfortunately, they lost out.
certainly heard the stories of despair of people who have had
the prospect of losing not only their jobs but their entitle- [Sitting suspended from 6 to 7.30 p.m.]
ments, and the whole issue of people whose jobs disappear )
from under them without any redundancy pay and, therefore, Mr SNELLING: | continue my remarks on the Land
no means of making any plans for their financial future, or forAgents (Indemnity Fund-Growden Default) Amendment Bill
their families and for their old age. 2004. It was the job of Growdens and its associated com-
| expect that the same sort of despair is felt by people wh@anies to arrange mortgage finance. They would hold money
lost money in the Growden’s collapse, and | do not in anyn deposit from investors while waiting for investment
way suggest that they had been doing anything other tha@PPortunities to arise. It was quite clearly the business of
seeking to obtain redress for the fact that they were ver§prowdens, and the people who invested in Growdens were
shabbily treated by incompetent and, | believe, dishonest? the business of investing money for a return, which was
business operators. | do not know sufficient about it to bd10t the original intention of this house when it established the
sure that there was dishonesty, but | gather there must hafignd. The problemiis that, as the member for Davenport seeks
been from the sorts of remarks that have been made. Howe do, when the parliament basically starts to bail out people
ever, | have not yet grasped how this justifies changing th@hose investments go bad it may seem quite an easy and a
legislation so long after the events. | do note that, despite th@0d thing to do on the surface, but doing this has all sorts of
fact that people affected by the Growden collapse hav&nforeseen implications. .
apparently been lobbying MPs consistently since the early What happens with the next group of investors who, for
1990s, there was no attempt to change the legislation durirfhatever reason, have invested poorly and lost their money?
the eight years of the Liberal government. | therefore he Growdens investors were not the f|r§tgroup o_f investors
assumed that there were very good reasons for their né lose large amounts of money. Many investors in the past
changing the legislation. have lost a great deal of money—often their life savings. Is
The fact that people now seem to be supporting athe member for Davenport suggesting tha_t, every time this
initiative of the member for Davenport does not explain whyhappens, the parliament has to step in and find a pot of money
for eight years the previous administration took no action isomewhere in the government sector with which to bail out
relation to this. | know that there were court cases proceedingl€Se investors? As heartbreaking as these stories might be,
and that the District Court, in the end, ruled that the circum¥hat the member for Davenport suggests would set a very
stances are not fiduciary default, so that is the reason why ttfingerous precedent, and we would just find that every-
member for Davenport is proposing to change the definitio§Vhere— . .
of fiduciary default. As | have said, we welcome the contribu-  The Hon. I.F. Evans: Rubbish! Absolute rubbish!
tion of the member for Heysen on this issue. In the shorttime_ Mr SNELLING:  The member for Davenport says
that she has been here | have seen her as someone whg!bbish!" I do not see why, in analysing a bill and looking
upholds the traditions of the law, which | can only repeatdt what the future consequences of passing that bill might be,
include not changing legislation retrospectively, and the facthat should be rubbish. I think it is an important thing that this
that there has been ample opportunity for members opposiftouse does. S ) o
in the last eight years to initiate such a change, althoughithas The key issue with this bill is what constitutes fiduciary
waited till now, is something that | simply do not understand default. Fiduciary default is primarily about doing things with
I listened carefully to the contribution of the member for frust money that are contrary to the_lnstructlons of the person
Davenport, but he did not explain why he has waited so lond/ho has given that money to you in trust. Generally, when
to initiate this change. With the benefit of the opinion of thethat trust is breached, that is stolen money and the person
Crown Solicitor that there are many reasons for dealing witiVho has stolen it flees overseas beyond the reach of the law.
this bill with caution, and with the fact that we are changing  The Hon. I.F. Evans: Speak to John Rau about how that
legislation retrospectively, that the change to the legislatiofiappened.
if enacted would affect the rights of the people who were MrSNELLING: Yes, indeed. The member for Davenport
involved in the Real Estate Industry Indemnity Fund—  says to speak to John Rau, the member for Enfield, about his
Time expired. constituent. | well remember the evidence that one of his
constituents gave to the Economic and Finance Committee
The SPEAKER: Before the member for Playford speaks, about exactly that case. My recollection is that the constituent
there is something that all members ought to be aware of: thaf the member for Enfield who came to the Economic and
is, the crimes were committed. We then introduced legislatiofrinance Committee had given $100 000 to a conveyancer.
which altered the fact, and it is that legislation that is now Ms Thompson interjecting:
proposed should be repealed. It is not a question of retrospec- Mr SNELLING: The constituent had given it to the

tivity. It is merely establishing what was in precedent. conveyancer and the person who had received the money fled
The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: With respect, Mr Speaker, that overseas with the constituent's $100 000. That $100 000 was
is not a ruling: that is a highly conjectural claim. not an investment: it was taken, and the reason why the

member for Enfield argued that his constituent should have
Mr SNELLING (Playford): | oppose this bill. | do so access to the indemnity fund was precisely because the
uneasily, because | have been approached by a couple wherson who had received the money had breached trust. In
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that case, it was not an investment. It would seem that, as thaf land (that is, the sale contract), with the advice of the
member for Reynell says, in accordance with the act, th€rown Solicitor’s Office, to divest Beechwood Garden
member for Enfield’s constituent should have access to thgubject to the following: the approval from both houses of
fund. In fact, | recall when the— parliament for the board to divest Beechwood Garden (which
Ms Thompson interjecting: is an essential prerequisite, in any event) and the execution
Mr SNELLING: Exactly. The member for Reynell points of a heritage agreement by the Minister for Environment and
out to me that the issue was whether the constituent hadonservation and the house owner.
exhausted all avenues in order to try to obtain the money, The heritage agreement will ensure that the house owner
including undertaking legal action. That was the issue: th@rotects the heritage and environmental aspects of the garden
fiduciary default was not the issue. | think that everyone wa$o the satisfaction of the minister; manages the garden in
in agreement that fiduciary default had, in fact, occurred. hccordance with the heritage agreement; opens the garden to
also point out that, in my opinion, this legislation is retrospecthe public; and fixes current assets in disrepair. Once both

tive, and it is retrospective— houses of parliament have approved the divestment, the
Debate adjourned. heritage agreement will need to be executed and the sale
The Hon. |.F. Evans interjecting: contract will become unconditional. The details of the sale
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! contract are as follows: the purchase price will be $450 000,
Membersinterjecting: which takes into account the land management agreement,

The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! | would suggest that which amount will be reduced by $200 000 against the
if members want to debate among themselves they do ltabilities of undertaking the immediate renovation of the

outside the chamber. conservatory and potting shed and the removal of mature and
diseased pine trees. The department will maintain Beechwood
BEECHWOOD GARDEN Garden for a period of six months after settlement of the sale

contract. The board will pay the required stamp duty for the
The Hon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Environment and transfer of the garden allotment, and the sale proceeds will
Conservation): | move: be retained by the board to recover costs associated with the
That for the purposes of section 14 of the Botanic Gardens anglale and will be reinvested into priority infrastructure for the
State Herbarium Act 1978, this house resolves that the Board of th@esquicentenary of the Adelaide Botanic Gardens in 2005.

Botanic Gardens and State Herbarium may dispose of any interest et ;
in, and be divested of any control of, any of the following land— Under the existing arrangements the garden is open to the

(a) Certificate of Title Register Book Volume 5862, Folio 262 Public ontwo occasions a year, in spring and autumn. Just to

(formerly Volume 4175, Folio 187); and give members a sense of how many people visit the garden:
(b) Certificate of Title Register Book Volume 5133, Folio 747 in spring of 2003 the garden was open for 36 days, and 980
(formerly Volume 4175, Folio 188). visitors are recorded to have visited. In autumn this year the

I will speak briefly to this motion. | understand that the garden was opened for 29 days, and 793 visitors were
opposition will seek to adjourn this matter tonight, which isrecorded. The gardens cost the Botanic Gardens about
perfectly fine with me. However, | place on the record for the$70 000 a year to run. A number of issues in relation to the
benefit of members and the public the government’s reasorggarden require capital expenditure.
for proposing this proposition. As members would know, in  As | have said, about $200 000 worth of capital expendi-
1981 the Botanic Gardens Board, assisted by the statare is required, which puts a burden on the Botanic Gardens.
government, purchased the major part of Beechwood$8Vhen these gardens were established there was no direct
grounds as a heritage garden (which was known as BeechHocation for this particular set of gardens. Itis certainly the
wood Garden), and Marbury School purchased Beechwoodew of the Botanic Gardens that they should be divested, and
House on a separate title for use as a senior campus, withis certainly government’s view that that should happen. We
mutual protection afforded to the garden by an indenturéave negotiated a very good arrangement with the current
agreement. That agreement outlines rights and obligations dibuse owner, who will ensure that the issues the local
the garden owner and house owner. Various persons amgmmunity is concerned about, that is, that the gardens will
entities have owned the house allotment over the subsequdrg open to the public and that their heritage values will be
years. Beechwood Garden was listed on the National Estafgotected, will occur. | believe that the heritage values will
Register on 21 October 1980 and on the Register of Statee enhanced by a local person who has the capacity to look
Heritage items on 24 March 1983. A heritage glasshouse iafter them properly.
the garden allotment was listed separately on the State |have made sure thatthere has been appropriate consulta-
Heritage Register on 24 March 1983. tion with the local, federal and state members of parliament,
The 1995 Glenn review of the Botanic Gardens and Statas well as other appropriate people, including the local
Herbarium identified Beechwood Garden as outside thenayor, and the member for Davenport as shadow minister has
Botanic Gardens’ core business and recommended the salkso been briefed. There may well be questions, and | would
of this property. The board has reaffirmed this position orsay to members who have detailed questions that, if they
two occasions since; | think the last time was either last yeawould like to provide me with those questions before we next
or the year before. In March this year a motion (the one talebate this, | will get answers back to them either on that
which | am speaking now) was introduced into both housesccasion or prior to it, or members can raise questions during
of parliament to enable the board of the Botanic Gardens ardebate.
State Herbarium to divest and dispose of Beechwood Garden. Mr Venning: Will it still be open to the public?
On 11 May 2003 the board received an offer from the The Hon. J.D. HILL: It will still be open to the public.
Beechwood House owner to purchase Beechwood Garden. Mr Venning interjecting:
At its meeting of 20 October 2003 the board resolved to The Hon. J.D. HILL: Just because the question has been
divest Beechwood Garden. The board and house owneaised, let me say that, if this is successful, there will be a
entered into a conditional contract for the sale and purchadeeritage agreement over the property which means it cannot
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be subdivided; it cannot be developed. The owner will havend Territories. In this way, the Australian Energy Market Commis-
to maintain it. | will conclude my remarks on that point.  sion Establishment Bill 2004 will give rise to a new national rule
making and market development agency, which over the next year

. will have jurisdiction across Australia.
The Hon. I.F. EVANS secured the adjournment of the The Australian Energy Market Commission will be accountable

debate. to and subject to the power of policy direction from the MCE. The
object of the Australian Energy Market Commission is to make code
AUSTRALIAN ENERGY MARKET COMMISSION changes, undertake reviews and carry out other Australian energy
ESTABLISHMENT BILL market development functions as conferred on it under relevant

Commonwealth, State and Territory legislation. The electricity code

. change role of the existing National Electricity Code Administrator
The Hon. P.F. CONLON  (Minister for Energy) yiibe transferred to the Australian Energy Market Commission, as
obtained leave and introduced a bill for a act to establish thgill the functions of the existing National Gas Pipelines Advisory

Australian Energy Market Commission and for otherCommittee and the gas Code Registrar.

purposes. Read a first time. A 'I;heli Alést(rjaliar)” tI)Ener%y l\t/Itarléet t(ﬁoAmthﬂsls.ionl, as a ISc%uth
. . ustralian body, will be subject to South Australian laws in relation
The Hf)n..P.F. CONLON: | move._ to financial management and accountability, and annual reporting.
That this bill be now read a second time. There will be a specific provision in the National Electricity Law and
| seek leave to have the second reading explanation insert%@sstgl?:rll'%%z%@caﬁteﬁvég%ﬁgfg] review of decisions by the
in Hansard without my reading it. The Australian Energy Market Commission will focus on
Leave granted. electricity during the 2004-05 financial year, with gas following a

The Government is again delivering on a key energy commitmenY€2" later. Similarly the Australian Energy Regulator will only have
through new legislation to establish the Australian Energy Markethitial responsibility for National Electricity Market matters.
Commission to strengthen the quality, timeliness and national Honourable Members should note that some elements that would

character of the governance of Australia’s energy markets for thBormally be expected to appear in such an establishment Bill do not
benefit of South Australians and all Australians. appear in this Bill, as they will instead be addressed in amendments
The Australian Energy Market Commission Establishment BilltC the National Electricity Law and Gas Pipelines Access Law. The
will establish a new Commission with responsibility for rule-making SPECific_energy objectives of the Australian Energy Market
and market development across the Australian energy sector.  commission, the Commission's powers to request information from
As honourable members would be aware, South Australia ig1arket participants, immunity from personal liability for Commis-
participating in the reform of the regulatory framework of Australia’s >10n€rs, and the mechanism for policy oversight by the Ministerial
energy markets in response to the Council of Australian GovernC0Uncil on Energy will appear in the reformed National Electricity
ments Energy Market Review 2002 (Parer review). In Decembet-@W @nd Gas Pipelines Access Law. o .
2003, the Ministerial Council on Energy responded to the Parep. Under these National Energy Laws, the Ministerial Council on
review by finalising policy decisions for its major energy market Energy will be provided the power to issue policy directions to the
reform program. These policy decisions were publicly released adustralian Energy Market Commission with respect to undertaking
the Ministerial Council's Report to the Council of Australian &N €lectricity or gas market review. o
Governments on Energy Market Reform. All first Ministers,  Funding arrangements for the Energy Market Commission also
including the South Australian Premier, endorsed the Ministeriafl® hot appear in this Bill, but will be addressed in separate legisla-
Council's Report. tion. Both the Australian Energy Market Commission and the
The Ministerial Council on Energy agreed that the existingAustralian Energy Regulator will be funded by an industry levy.
legislative framework giving effect to the rules of the National Prior to the establishment of such a levy, New South Wales, on
Electricity Market and the network access regimes for electricity andehalf of the National Electricity Market jurisdictions, will fund the
gas are to be simplified and amended to clearly establish thAustralian Energy Market Commission on an agreed basis. Any
Council's responsibility for national energy market governance andurplus from the National Electricity Code Administrator once it
policy. Accordingly, a national legislative framework is being estab-ceases operation will be passed to New South Wales to offset some
lished on a collaborative basis between the Commonwealth, Stat&$ the interim expense. ) . .
and Territories under a new inter-governmental agreement, the Electricity and natural gas are essential services that impact upon
Australian Energy Market Agreement, which has been endorsed bijae daily lives of all South Australians and all Australians. Reliable
the Ministerial Council on Energy. It is planned that all First Supply of electricity and gas at efficient prices is essential to the
Ministers will execute this Agreement within the next two weeks. community and to the ongoing competitiveness of South Australian
The Ministerial Council on Energy is to assume a national policyPusinesses, small and large. The long-term interest of consumers will
oversight role for the Australian energy market, including forbe established as a primary objective for the Australian Energy
electricity and gas, superseding the National Electricity MarketMarket Commission through the National Energy Laws.
Ministers Forum. Two new regulatory bodies are to be created —the Through the Ministerial Council on Energy, all States and
Australian Energy Regulator and the Australian Energy Markeflerritories have undertaken to work towards establishing the
Commission. The Council will oversee the policy framework underAustralian Energy Regulator and the Australian Energy Market
which the new regulatory bodies will operate but will not be engagedcommission by 1 July 2004. As lead legislator in respect of the
directly in the day-to-day operation of the market or conduct of theAustralian Energy Market Commission, South Australia is in the
two agencies. forefront of national energy market reform. Introduction of this Bill
Under the Australian Energy Market Agreement, the Australiario the South Australian Parliament at this time is to maximise South
Energy Regulator will be established as the national energy markétustralia’s capacity to meet this undertaking.
regulator, including both electricity and gas. The AER willbecome  This has necessitated the Bill being introduced prior to agreement
responsible for the regulation of distribution and retailing (other tharby the Ministerial Council on Energy. Any differences between this
retail pricing) during 2006, following development of an agreedBIll and that agreed by the Ministerial Council on Energy will be
national framework. The Australian Energy Regulator is beingintroduced as amendments in the House of Assembly.
established through Commonwealth legislative amendments to the | am also introducing to Honourable Members tBatutes
Trade Practices Act 1974, and although it will operate under thémendment (Electricity and Gas) Bill which will further strengthen
umbrella of the Australian Competition and Consumer Commissionthe already robust regulatory regime established by this Government
it will be established separately and be independent in its delibetin preparation for the transition of small customers of electricity, and
ations. shortly gas, into the fully competitive retail markets. That Bill
South Australia is the lead legislator with respect to the Aust+esponds to the recommendations of the Chairman of the Independ-
ralian Energy Market Commission. As such, the new Commissiorent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal of New South Wales, as
will be established by this Bill in the South Australian Parliament,contained in his March 2004 report, by ensuring a robust and
though it will be physically located in Sydney. The Australian transparent process for the setting of justifiable standing contract
Energy Market Commission will be given powers by the amendedgrices.
National Electricity Law and Gas Pipelines Access Law, which in  The introduction into the South Australian Parliament of these
turn will be applied by the amended Application Acts in the Stateswo Bills at this time clearly illustrates this Government’s commit-
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ment to improving energy market regulation, both at a state and
national level, for the benefit all South Australians and all
Australians.
| commend the Australian Energy Market Commission Estab-
lishment Bill 2004 to Honourable Members.
EXPLANATION OF CLAUSES
1—Short title
2—Commencement
These clauses are formal.
3—Interpretation
Definitions are provided for terms used in the measure.
In the Bill, the Australian Energy Market Commission is
referred to as thAEMC.
MCE is the Ministerial Council on Energy established on
8 June 2001, being the Council of Ministers with primary
carriage of energy matters at national level comprising
Ministers representing the Commonwealth, the States, the
Australian Capital Territory and the Northern Territory.
MCE (States and Territories) is the MCE when making
decisions, in accordance with its procedures, with the par-
ticipation only of Ministers representing the States and
Territories.
NatlonaJ Energy Law is—
a National Electricity Application Act
the National Electricity Law
the National Electricity Regulations
the National Electricity Code
a Gas Pipelines Access Application Act
the Gas Pipelines Access Law
the Gas Pipelines Access Regulations
the National Third Party Access Code for
Natural Gas Pipeline Systems.
Jurisdictional Energy Law is a law of the Common-
wealth, or a State or Territory of the Commonwealth, that
relates to energy and is prescribed by regulation.
4—Crown to be bound
The measure is to bind the Crown, not only in right of
South Australia but also, so far as the legislative power
of the Parliament permits, the Crown in all its other
capacities.
5—Australian Energy Market Commission
The Australian Energy Market Commission is established
as a body corporate with the usual features of a body
corporate.
6—Functions
The AEMC will have the following functions:
the rule-making, market development and other
functions conferred on the AEMC under National
Energy Laws or Jurisdictional Energy Laws
the provision of advice to the MCE as request-
ed by the MCE.
7—Operations outside State
The AEMC may perform its functions and exercise its
powers in and outside the State.
8—Obijectives
The AEMC will be required to have regard to any
relevant objectives set out in National Energy Laws in the
performance of its functions.
9—Independence
The AEMC will not be subject to direction by the Min-
ister in the performance of its functions. However, this
will not limit any provision of the National Energy Laws
about the giving of directions to the AEMC by the MCE.
10—AEMC may publish statements, reports and
guidelines
The AEMC may publish statements, reports and guide-
lines.
11—Memorandum of Understanding
The AEMC may enter into a Memorandum of
Understanding with other bodies for the purposes of
facilitating and coordinating the performance of its
functions.
12—Membership of AEMC
The AEMC is to consist of 3 Commissioners appointed
by the Governor on the recommendation of the Minister,
of whom—
1, who will be appointed to be the Chairper-

appointment by the MCE (States and Territor-
ies)
1 will be a further person nominated by the
MCE (States and Territories)
1 will be a person nominated by the Minister
of the Commonwealth who is a member of the
MCE.
13—Terms and conditions of appointment
A Commissioner will be appointed for a term of 5 years
and on conditions as to remuneration and other matters
that the Minister has recommended to the Governor in
accordance with a resolution of the MCE.
14—Acting Chairperson
Provision is made for appointment of a Commissioner as
an acting Chairperson.
15—Vacancies or defects in appointment
An act or proceeding of the AEMC will not be invalid by
reason only of a vacancy in its membership or a defect in
the appointment of a Commissioner.
16—Chief executive
17—O0ther staff
Provision is made for the AEMC to employ a chief
executive and other staff.
18—Public Sector Management Act not to apply
ThePublic Sector Management Act 1995 will not apply
in relation to the chief executive and other staff.
19—Consultants
The AEMC is empowered to engage consultants.
20—Delegation
Provision is made for the AEMC to delegate functions or
powers to a Commissioner or the chief executive or some
other member of the staff of the AEMC.
21—Meetings of AEMC
This clause regulates the procedures for meetings of the
AEMC.
22—Disclosure of interest
A Commissioner will be required to disclose any direct
or indirect interest in a matter before the AEMC that
could conflict with the proper performance of the
Commissioner’s functions.
23—Common seal and execution of documents
This is the usual provision relating to the fixing of the
common seal and the execution of documents.
24—Confidentiality
The AEMC will be required to protect the confidentiality
of information given to it in confidence or obtained by
compulsion in exercise of its powers. Provision is made
for certain authorised uses of such information.
25—Annual performance plan and budget
The AEMC will be required to submit performance plans
and budgets to the Minister.
26—Accounts and audit
The AEMC will be required to keep accounts in accord-
ance with théPublic Finance and Audit Act 1987. The ac-
counts will be audited by the Auditor-General.
27—Annual report
The AEMC will be required to provide annual reports to
the Minister and each of the other Ministers who are
members of the MCE. The Minister is to table each
annual report in Parliament within 12 sitting days after
receipt of the report.
28—Regulations
This clause provides for the making of regulations.
Schedule 1—Temporary financial provision
1—Temporary financial provision
The Minister is empowered to give directions to the
AEMC requiring the AEMC to enter into specified loan
fagrgements and to make specified payments from its
unds.
2—Transfer of assets etc of NECA or NEMMCO
Provision is made for transfer by the regulations to the
AEMC of assets or liabilities of NECA or NEMMCO.

The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW secured the adjournment

son, will be a person nominated for such of the debate.
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the current process. One of the report's key recommendations was
to improve the clarity and transparency for determining justifiable
standing contract prices.
- In response to the report's recommendations and consistent with
The Hon. P.F. CQNLON (Mlnlgter for  Energy) this Government's continuing commitment to ensuring a robust and
obtained leave and introduced a bill for a act to amend thgansparent process for setting standing contract prices, this
Electricity Act 1996 and the Gas Act 1997. Read a first time.Goverr|1ment hasdre\élewed its_current regulatory regime. (Ijt hﬁs
. . recently appointed three part-time Commissioners to provide the
The HQn'_P' F. CONLON: | move._ Commission with additional resources and has drafte &thtates
That this bill be now read a second time. Amendment (Electricity and Gas) Act 2004 | present to you today.
| seek leave to have the second reading explanation insertdis B{" enhances the current price setting regime by:

. - S Requiring the retailer to submit a proposed price path for
in Hansard without my reading it. the upcoming three year period together with a justifica-
Leave granted.

tion for those prices;
In preparation for the introduction of full retail competition in the Compelling the Commission to undertake an inquiry into
South Australian electricity market on 1 January 2003, this

STATUTES AMENDMENT (ELECTRICITY AND
GAS) BILL

those prices; and
Government established a legislative and regulatory framework
designed to facilitate competition whilst at the same time protecting
households and small businesses during the transition to this newly

Mandating the inquiry process extend to at least six
months thereby providing adequate opportunity for
stakeholder input.

competitive environment.

| am confident these amendments will further strengthen the

As part of that new regime, the Essential Services Commissiogxisting process whilst providing small customers of AGL and
was established as a powerful regulator with a key objective ofompeting retailers with greater price certainty over the medium
protecting the long term interests of small customers. term. This in turn will assist small customers in comparing their

Almost two years have elapsed since this Parliament passed tigéectricity costs, under the standing contract regime, with the
legislative amendments required to establish that regulatory regim@vailable market contracts.

During that time, South Australia has transitioned to a fully  Further, in preparation for the introduction of full retail compe-
contestable electricity market with small customers now having théition in the gas industry and this Government's commitment to a
choice of remaining with their existing electricity retailer, AGL, or whole of energy approach to regulation, an equally robust price
transferring to a market contract with one of the retailers currentlysetting regime will be established for small customers and customers
marketing to the small customer market. of a prescribed class in gas.

The indicators from the Essential Services Commission's latest As all honourable members would agree, the energy industry is
Statistical Report are that more and more South Australian small dynamic and ever-changing environment. For this reason, this
electricity customers are feeling confident enough to seek a mark&overnment is always seeking ways to improve it for the benefit of
contract that better suits their needs. As of 31 March 2004, there halouth Australian energy customers. These amendments will ensure
been just over 38,000 small electricity customer transfers completesmall customers of electricity and gas will continue to be protected
in South Australia, representing around 5% of the small customeshould they elect to remain on the standing contracts whilst at the
base of around 740,000 customers. A further 20,000 (or 2.7%3ame time, providing them with the pricing information they need

transfers were in progress.

to facilitate their venture into the competitive retail market, should

Whilst numerous small customers have elected to transfer to they wish.

market contract, the majority of small customers of electricity have
remained on the standing contract with prices established under the
Electricity Act provisions.

Consistent with the price justification regime established in 2002,
the Commission undertook significant work in determining whether
the standing contract prices AGL proposed would apply from 1
January 2003 could be justified as reasonable, having regard to the
contributing cost factors and the overall objectives of the
Commission.

The Commission's comprehensive review of the standing contract
prices to apply from 1 January 2003 submitted by AGL resulted in

an annual average increase of 23.7% from the previous year's prices.

In its final report, the Commission found that these higher prices
were primarily driven by higher network charges, which were locked
in by the pricing arrangements established by the former Liberal
Government to maximise the privatisation proceeds.

It was with reference to these considerable price increases, and
the need to consider whether the standing contract prices were still
justified for 2004, particularly given the changes in the National
Electricity Market, that the Commission initiated an information
review process in mid 2003 in the absence of a new price proposal
from AGL.

As would be expected with such large price increases, the review
attracted a great deal of interest from the public as well as numerous
submissions, including one from the Energy Consumers' Council.
The Energy Consumers' Council was sharply critical of the
Commission's analysis and in particular, considered that recent
reductions in wholesale prices should translate into a significant
reduction in standing contract prices.

The Government is fully aware of the need for all electricity
consumers to be confident that the standing contract price being
charged is a justifiable one.

Accordingly, following the release of the Commission's finding
in late 2003, the Premier commissioned a report by the Chairman of
the Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal of New South
Wales to review the methodology used by the Commission to date
in considering standing contract prices.

The report of the Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal
largely endorsed the methodology adopted by the Commission but
recommended a number of minor improvements to further enhance

| commend the Bill to honourable members.

EXPLANATION OF CLAUSES

Part 1—Preliminary

1—Short title

2—Commencement

3—Amendment provisions

These clauses are formal.

Part 2—Amendment of Electricity Act 1996

4—Amendment of section 23—Licences authorising

operation of transmission or distribution network

Section 23 lists various conditions that the Essential

Services Commission must impose on a distribution

network operator’s licence. One such condition is the

retailer of last resort requirement. Section 23(3) currently
limits the operation of such a requirement to the period

until 1 January 2005. This clause amends section 23(3)

so that the retailer of last resort requirement will continue

until 30 June 2010.

5—Amendment of section 24—Licences authorising

retailing

This clause adds to the mandatory conditions for a

retailer's licence a condition requiring the licensee to

provide services specified by the Commission, on a costs
recovery basis approved by the Commission, to an
electricity entity that becomes bound to sell and supply
electricity under a retailer of last resort requirement.
6—Amendment of section 36AA—Provision for
standing contract with small customers

This clause is intended to change the standing contract

price provisions in various ways:

- future standing contract price determinations of the
Commission will be required to expire after a mini-
mum period of 3 years
it is made clear that a determination may fix a series
of prices that vary over time according to a formula
unless the Commission determines that special
circumstances exist—

a determination may not be made to take effect before
the expiry date of the last preceding determination



Wednesday 2 June 2004 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 2415

a determination may only be made if the electricity ~ Police have responded by the deployment of additional officers
entity has made a submission to the Commissionto the lands.
stating the entity’s proposed standing contract price, Over $2m of extra funding was allocated in the financial year
and the entity’s justification for the price, not less than 2003-04 for health service programs, including mental health
6 months and not more than 9 months before the makservices, programs to combat petrol sniffing and respite care
ing of the determination programs.
the Commission must conduct an inquiry into the  Despite the availability of this money delivery of these services
appropriate standing contract price during that periodhas stalled.
if a standing contract price is not fixed in accordance  In the meantime conditions on the lands have worsened.
with the above, the price will be the price fixed by the  Recent events, including the loss of a number of young lives,
electricity pricing order under section 35B as at 31 together with an escalating level of violence and social dislocation
December 2002 for the sale of electricity to non- call for a new approach to grapple with these almost intractable
contestable customers. problems.
Part 3—Amendment of Gas Act 1997 What is needed now is immediate, direct, coordinated and
7—Amendment of section 34A—Standing contracts  properly funded action.
The changes proposed by this clause are to new section The Government responded by appointing a Co-ordinator to
34A which was enacted by tf®atutes Amendment (Gas  ensure that State Government services and services funded by the
and Electricity) Act 2003 but has not yet been com- State Government are delivered.
menced by proclamation. New section 34A corresponds  Mr Jim Litster was initially appointed as Co-ordinator of State
to the standing contract provisions for electricity. The Government services. More recently, Mr Bob Collins has been
changes proposed by this clause also correspond to thoggypointed by the State Government to undertake that role.
proposed by clause 6 to the standing contract provisions” "mr Collins brings to that role an exceptional understanding of the
for electricity with the exception that until 1 July 2005, npeeds and aspirations of indigenous Australians. He has already
the standing contract price for gas will be the price lastyjsjted the lands and established a co-operative relationship with
fixed by the Minister under the temporary price-fixing individuals and indigenous organisations on the lands which provide
powers contained in Schedule 2 of Bas Act 1997. human services.
. Mr Collins has delivered an interim report to the Government
The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW secured the adjournment which includes recommendations for the provision of immediate
of the debate. services and a recommendation that elections be held for the
Executive Board of AP.
The Co-ordinator is supported by a Task Force. The priority for

PITJANTJATIARA LAND RIGHTS (EXECUTIVE the Co-ordinator and the Task Force will be to urgently identify

BOARD) AMENDMENT BILL programs that can be delivered now or can be fast-tracked for
delivery.
Second reading. The Government is confident that the co-ordinator of State

Government services can fulfil that role without the need for

The Hon. S.W. KEY (Minister for Employment, coercive powers. The indications are, to date, that the Co-ordinator

Training and Further Education): | move: \évgg%celve the necessary degree of cooperation from the Executive
That this bill be now read a second time. The role of the Co-ordinator is limited to the provision of State

; PR vernment services or services funded by the State Government.

! SeHek Iea&/e Fohhave the Sed(_:on(_j reading explanation msert%?e Government believes that the Co-ordinator should be able to
In Hansard without my reading It. perform his functions in partnership with and with the full co-

Leave granted. operation of the Executive Board.

Successive Governments, both Liberal and Labor, have struggled The Government understands that in an ideal situation the
to address social problems on the Anangu Pitjantjatjara (“AP”) landsServices should be provided on the lands through co-operation,

Issues of unemployment, the alienation of individuals from theirconsultation and in partnership with the traditional owners.
families and communities, illness, chronic substance abuse, petrol The Bill now before the House also deals with governance

sniffing, and violence, in particular domestic violence, have takerfiffangements on the AP lands. _
a terrible toll on the community. Under the existing provisions of the Act, the Executive Board of

Tragically, mortality rates are high. AP is, subject to its Constitution, elected annually.

In September 2002, the Coroner, in his inquest into the death of The present Executive Board was elected on 7 November 2002.
three young people living on the lands from petrol sniffing, noted the ~ In July 2003, a special general meeting of Anangu Pitjantjatjara
devastating harm of this problem, including approximately 35 death&esolved to amend its Constitution to provide for three year terms.
in 20 years in a community with of population of between 2 000 to  The existing Executive Board had been advised by its lawyers
3000 people. that one effect of that amendment was to extend the term of office

Government responses to these issues, while made with the bdef the existing Board, which was elected under the old rules, from
intentions and with a genuine political will to make a difference, one to three years. _ ,
often deliver poor results. There was some concern, including on the part of Government,

Now is not the time to go over that history. No doubt that as to the validity of that extension.
exercise will be done. In an attempt to address that concern a proposal was developed

Suffice to say the approaches have been bureaucratic, slow te submit a resolution to the Annual General Meeting of AP to be
respond and not sustained over time. held on 15 December 2003 for the purpose of endorsing the existing

Under Governments of both political persuasions the levels oExecutive Board for the extended term.
disadvantage of the people of the AP lands have improved at best Government observers from the Crown Solicitor’s Office and the
only marginally. State Government services are not being delivereBepartment of Aboriginal Affairs and Reconciliation attended the
quickly enough or effectively enough. Annual General Meeting.

The services are being held up by a lack of coordination and by The meeting on 15 December 2003 was abandoned with no
a lack of capacity and capability of service providers on the landstesolution of that issue.

The communities themselves have been under pressure to deal The validity of the current Board is far from clear. From any
with remote bureaucracies and bureaucratic processes. We hgperspective that situation is undesirable. The Bill deals with that
expected too much from, and placed too many responsibilities oryncertainty by providing for the current Board's term of office to be
the local leadership without ensuring that it has the capacity to medtom 7 November 2002 until the next election. The Bill also removes

those responsibilities. any uncertainty about the validity of any otherwise lawful acts or
The almost constant background of communal divisions on thelecisions of the Executive Board.
lands poses its own problems in finding effective responses. In coming to his recommendation that fresh elections be held on

Since the Coroner released his report into the petrol sniffinghe lands, Mr Collins found that there is a serious dispute among
deaths on the lands which occurred in 1999 and 2001, significarRitjantjatjara people about the validity of the constitutional change
additional resources have been allocated for use on the lands. that extended the terms of office of the Executive Board from one
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to three years. In his report Mr Collins records that he was lobbied
heavily on this issue and was presented with a petition signed by a
large number of Pitjantjatjara people calling for fresh elections.
Mr Collins notes that his recommendation for elections is made
solely in order to end the serious disputation that is distracting and
weakening the capacity of the Executive Board to do its job.
Importantly, he reports that the recommendation does not infer that
any member of the Executive Board has taken any improper or
inappropriate action.

The election of members of the Board must, under the terms of
the Bill, occur no later than eight weeks from the date of assent.

The elections will be held in accordance with rules forming
proposed Schedule 3 of the principal Act. The rules were drafted in
consultation with the Electoral Commissioner. The Bill also provides
for scope to amend the rules by regulation. While there is no present
intention to make any amendments, the provision is considered
highly desirable and will be used in the event that the Electoral
Commissioner identifies a need to make alterations or additions to
the rules.

The Executive Board elected under the provisions of this Bill will
hold office for one year.

The Government also proposes to conduct a review of the Actin
consultation with Anangu Pitjantjatjara and other recognised
indigenous bodies with a direct interest in the administration of the
lands. The review will include consideration of a reformed electoral
Iprogess. The review will examine governance arrangements of the
ands.

In the meantime, the Services Co-ordinator will be able to
establish a collaborative relationship with the Executive Board and
other indigenous organisations on the lands.

A reformed electoral system for Anangu Pitjantjatjara must be
appropriate to the circumstances of the people on the lands having
regard to their values and culture. Above all, it must be fair and not
operate to disenfranchise sections of the community. Under the
reformed governance arrangements, members of the Executive Board
will hold office for three year terms, consistent with the wishes of
Pitjantjatjara people.

The Government believes that this an issue about which the
Opposition can and should make a positive contribution. We
welcome its constructive input.

I commend the Bill to the House.

EXPLANATION OF CLAUSES
Part 1—Preliminary
1—Short title
2—Amendment provisions

outcome of an election and thus may give rise to the
voiding of an election by the Court of Disputed Returns
established by this measure. The clause also inserts
offences which may not alter the result, such as divulging
certain information relating to the way a person voted,
and also prevents a scrutineer from acting as an assistant
to a voter.

6—Amendment of section 14—The approved constitu-
tion of Anangu Pitjantjatjara

This clause inserts amends section 14 oRitj@ntjatjara

Land Rights Act 1981 by providing that an amendment to
the approved constitution of Anangu Pitjantjatjara must
be approved by the Minister rather than OCBA, and
deletes the requirement that an amendment must be
approved if it complies with the law of the State.
7—Amendment of section 19—Unauthorized entry on

the lands

This clause amends section 19 of the principal Act to
enable the Electoral Commissioner, and a person assisting
the Electoral Commissioner, to enter the lands in relation
to an election of members of the Executive Board under
section 9.

8—Insertion of Schedule 3

This clause inserts new Schedule 3 into the principal Act.
The proposed Schedule 3 sets out the rules pursuant to
which an election of Executive Board members and
chairperson under section 9 must be conducted.

The rules, based on theocal Government (Elections)

Act 1999, address numerous matters, including the
electorates for an election, the method of voting, eligibili-
ty, nominations, counting of votes, declaration of results
and means of appealing disputed returns. The Electoral
Commissioner is the returning officer and will conduct
any election under section 9.

The Schedule also establishes a Court of Disputed
Returns in relation to an election.

The Schedule is able to be amended by the Governor by
regulation.

Schedule 1—Transitional provisions

The Schedule consists of 5 transitional provisions. The Schedule
requires a new election of the Chairperson and all other members of
the Executive Board to be conducted not later than 8 weeks after the
date of assent to the Bill, unless such an election is, in the opinion
of the returning officer, impracticable or culturally inappropriate.
The returning officer must then fix a new date for the election, which

These clauses are formal. must be conducted as soon as is practicable and appropriate (and the
Part 2—Amendment of Pitjantjatjara Land RightsAct  ability to refix the election date extends to a subsequent date fixed
1981 under the Schedule). The Schedule also clarifies the current Board
3—Amendment of section 4—Interpretation member’s terms of office, and validates certain acts or decisions of
This clause inserts the definition Bfectoral Commis- the Board done or made during the terms of office of current Board

sioner into section 4 of the principal Act. members.

4—Amendment of section 9—Constitution of the Dr McFETRIDGE secured the adjournment of the
Executive Board of Anangu Pitjantjatjara ebate

This clause amends subsection (2) of section 9 of théj :

principal Act, separating the holding of an election of the

Executive Board of AP from the holding of the AGM of

Anangu Pitjantjatjara. The clause also amends subsection

(4) by providing that a member of the Executive Board ~ The Hon. S.W. KEY (Minister for Employment,

holds office from the date of the member’s election until Training and Further Education): | move:

the next election of members, and makes a consequential ) ) o ’

amendment to subsection (5). That the time for moving the adjournment of the house be

The clause also inserts a number of new subsections intextended beyond 10 p.m.

secti%n 9 of the principal Act. The proposed subsections  notion carried.

provide—
- that such an election must be conducted in

accordance with the rules set out in proposed

Schedule 3, and, if those rules fail to address

a matter that the Electoral Commissioner

thinks necessary for the proper conductofthe  The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Deputy Leader of the

ﬁlgﬁg"rﬂ] etshii r'gllzgté’rﬁg %‘;an?;?tse'fgﬁg meY. Opposition): | seek leave to make a personal explanation.
act in accordance with those rules; Leave granted.
when such an election must occur; The Hon. DEAN BROWN: In the debate on the Health
- the mechanism for disputing returns. and Community Services Complaints Bill, when we were
S—Insertion of section 9A considering the amendments from another place, | indicated
I;hat | received a letter from Mr lan Yates which said, in part:

This clause inserts a number of offences relating a
election under section 9 of the Act. These offences ar

By seeking to remove volunteers from the scope of the bill the
aview to interfering with an election, that may affect the opposition is saying that poor practice, lack of competency,

SITTINGS AND BUSINESS

HEALTH AND COMMUNITY SERVICES
COMPLAINTS BILL

offences such as bribery, or the use of intimidation with
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discrimination, etc., and service provision are all permissible and The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! As the Acting
excusable if the service is provided by a volunteer. Speaker, | do not want to become involved in a difficult

lindicated that | took exception to that, and | said that it wascontroversy.
wrong: | still maintain that position very strongly indeed. In ~ Membersinterjecting:

relation to Mr lan Yates of COTA, who had written a letter, ~ The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The chair wishes to
| indicated: act absolutely in accordance with standing orders. | suggest

lan Yates is a person who has had considerable experience }R the Deputy Premier that the comments he has made are

government. After all, he was a senior staff member in formedN@ppropriate, and | ask him to withdraw. _
premier John Bannon’s office, as | recollect, so he understands The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: | have no intention of withdraw-

governmentwell. Infact, | think he worked in the personal office of ing.

the premier, if | remember rightly. The ACTING SPEAKER: The Deputy Premier puts the

| wish to explain to the house that that was an incorrecehair in a very difficult situation. | will have to ask the
statement. It was always my belief that that was the case bugpeaker, because | do not wish—

clearly, whoever told me was wrong. | have received a letter The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: | have no intention of withdraw-
from lan Yates of COTA, and | wish to place on record whating my statement that the former premier of the state has a
he had to say: ‘I have never worked for John Bannon—' history of telling untruths to this parliament.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Hon. G.M. Gunn): | point The ACTING SPEAKER: The. Deputy Premiercannot.
out to the deputy leader that he is making a personal explafdake those comments unless he is prepared to do so by direct
ation, and he is now straying particularly wide of the personafnotion. | appeal to the Deputy Premier to withdraw that
explanation. He must indicate where he has been misquoté@mment, otherwise | have no alternative but to—
or wrong. He cannot enter into debate. The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: | withdraw, Mr Acting Speaker.

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | am indicating that | was _'he ACTING SPEAKER: Thank you. The Deputy
wrong in the assertion | made, so | am setting the recor!:fealder Qf the Opposition should c_onclude his personal
straight. | am quoting from a letter that | received from lan€XPlanation, because he has been given ample opportunity.

Yates, and | think it appropriate that | set the record straightf he Wishes to make further comments, there is the grievance

by quoting from his letter, as follows: debate tomorrow.
For the record, | have never worked for John Bannon as Premier, Mermbers interjecting:
r , 'have never wi s Premier, . |
or in any capacity. | have never worked for any Premier. | have never The ACTING SPEAKER: _Ord.er' . .
worked for any political party, nor been a member of one. | have 1he Hon. DEAN BROWN: | wish simply to apologise

never worked for the State Government, or any state authority. to lan Yates for the incorrect assertion.
Members interjecting: Mr Koutsantonis: And to.the house!
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The ACTING SPEAKER: Order!
’ : The Hon. DEAN BROWN: And the house, too.

The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: | rise on a point of order, sir.  The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! | suggest to the house
The deputy leader is not giving a personal explanation: he igy5t we proceed with business.

debating. The deputy leader has been telling untruths to this Members interjecting:
parliament for as long as | have been here. He needs t0 at The ACTING SPEAKER: Order!
least find the right forum to correct the record: this is not it. ' '

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | rise on a point of order, APPROPRIATION BILL
Mr Acting Speaker. ) ) )
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The chair will deal ~ Adjourned debate on motion to note grievances.
with one point of order at a time. The chair believes thatthe (Continued from 1 June. Page 2386.)
oints raised by the Deputy Premier have a considerable
P y puty Mr VENNING (Schubert): This is the Rann Labor

amount of relevance. | suggest to the member that he has to o ; . :
indicate clearly the comments he is making in relation tgdovernment’s third budget. Itis more of the same: deception,

where he has been either misquoted or misrepresente%ff”Oke and mirrors and spin. The record will speak for itself.

Therefore, he cannot use another person’s comment to enga@@ are benchmarked against other states, and we are already
in debate. ehind all states except Tasmania. | remind the house that,

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: But, Mr Acting Speaker, | three years ago, we were coming second in all the economic

am indicating that | made a statement that was incorrect to ﬂ}stakes. They cannot hide from this, and they will not be able

house. | have read that incorrect statement. | am now readi 5 turn it around next year when the floodgates open and the
: y . Mother of all budgets is handed down before the election.
out the correct statement, and | am doing so simply b

Loting a letter | received from lan Yates correcting the his was their last chance to gain some credibility, and | am
d 9 9 afraid they have failed in the effort to strive just for the AAA

record. | wish to ensure that the house understands that, thing. They cannot fool all the people all the time, and their
quoting Mr lan Yates, | was incorrect in my original asser-Fhickens will come home to roost

tion. | stand by my objection to the statement | made that | believe that we are in for a reasonably severe economic

wish to corn_ect the r_ecord. downturn late this year. Interest rates will have to rise, the
Members interjecting: building sector will have to dig deep and those who are
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! running close to the debt line could be in trouble. The level
The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: I rise on a point of order, sir. of debt is dangerously high in Australia, particularly in South
The deputy leader is clearly flouting the ruling of the chair.Australia. The climate will be tough and | am afraid that this
For somebody who has been here so long, and who hasbadget will cause much pain to many South Australians, who
history of telling untruths to this parliament, | prefer that hewill lose more of our competitive position. So, | predict a
debate it at the appropriate time. mini-budget in November-December 2004 to try to lift the
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state’s economy and to give it some buoyancycame out withthe member for Florey and me and had a look
Mr de Crespigny remains silent. | look forward to his around the area, and he met with the Mayor and the Chief
assessment of South Australia’s performance since he carixecutive Officer of the Tea Tree Gully Council. | have to
aboard and advised the government. | would like to have aay, as an aside, that | was less than impressed with the
detailed assessment of that. | am very concerned, and npresentation put forward by the council in their arguments
final remark is that country South Australia has missed outhat our patrol base should be moved, but that is a debate for
and that country newspapers are looking after us very welknother time.
because | have made page 1 and page 3 of my local paper What has really disappointed me about this issue is the
with full page spreads, and they are very concerned. way in which the local councillors who represent Golden
certainly would appreciate some reassurance from sonf@rove are not supporting the call for a police presence in
independent people, particularly Mr Robert ChampionGolden Grove. What is really disturbing about this is the way
de Crespigny. that they have changed their minds on this issue after they
were elected. Barry Winter, one of the councillors for Pedare

Ms RANKINE (Wright): | wish to address the house ward, the ward that covers most of Golden Grove, proudly
tonight about an issue in my electorate and one that waadicated in his pre-election pamphlets that he would be
reported in thd_eader Messenger today. It centres around afighting for a local police station, and then in theader
new development that is proposed, not in my electorate, bulessenger on 5 November 2003, it was reported that
adjacent to my electorate on Golden Grove Road betweeBouncillor Barry Winter said that residents in his Pedare
Crouch Road and Strachan Lane and Para Valley Road ®atard had told him they wanted a police station. In his very
Golden Grove, where there is a proposal that has been vewords: ‘It was one of the main things that was constantly
strongly supported by the Tea Tree Gully Council for anmentioned to me while | was campaigning.’
additional 400-600 housing blocks. The front page of the The other ward councillor, Andy Frances, has also been
Leader reports about the pressure that it will have on someery vocal on this issue. In théeader Messenger of
services, in particular, the policing resources in that area, arglOctober 2003 Councillor Frances is very clear on this
the police are quoted in that article as saying: matter. The article quotes him as stating:

Their resources will be stretched by this new development Actually, | take that back. Itis notjust a concern, it’s a ludicrous

expected to bring thousands more people to Golden Groweith situation. There needs to be a patrol base in Golden Grove—it's that
all the development out there, we need to increase our presencgmple.

They acknowledge that there is public opinion that the Para Hills]-he next edition of thé.eader of 15 October 2003 reports:

patrol base should be moved. i ) )

o . . Former police officer and current Tea Tree Gully councillor,
This is somethlr!g—thls house should know—that | h_aVQAndy Frances, said last week ‘Para Hills was ill-equipped and should
argued for ever since the former Liberal Government shiftede relocated to Golden Grove.’
the Tea Tree Gully patrol base from St Agnes in 1997 to it§ \ould think that councillors who have made such firm
current location in Para Hills. Thieeader Messenger went  statements and commitments to their electors would in fact
on to state: follow through, but in reality this has not happened. In a

Police say they are reviewing how they can better service theeries of motions at the Tea Tree Gully Council meetings in

expanding Golden Grove area. Acting Assistant Commissioner Eotober, December, and January, these two councillors have

the Northern Operations Service, Tom Osborn, said the review would: : :
cover whether the Para Hills patrol base should be moved to the Te ther . moveq, seponded or supported motlo_ns dlrectly
Tree Gully area. opposing their earlier statements. | do not have time to detail

rﬁnach of these motions, but if any member is interested, | am
the Acting Assistant Commissioner, and that is .sqmethingeg(r)en;hdﬁ?] ?r?é?gdgr) E/;\égstg%nef cc))r? |§1$ A’\Fl)cr)|\|N2\(l)voe 4f,|rC1:dOH:]acti,l_as
that when the member for Mawson was the minister ol " g v \Winter and Andy Frances say, ‘Modbury is the
pohcefand heis often telling us in here that he was formallynest place because it is smack bang in the centre of Tea Tree
the minister for police— Gully.

An honourable member interjecting: . What explains their change of heart? They have not told

Ms RANKINE: Well, he was a junior minister but he is me about it, despite my writing to them asking for clarifica-
proudly boasting on all the radio outlets as often as hejon of their position in mid-February. | have heard absolutely
possibly can that he was the police minister. He promised gothing. Maybe they have been duped by some clever
review of the policing services out there, and | have to sayhanoeuvring by fellow councillors, because it cannot be for
that in the four years that | was here under the Liberajhe reason they gave that,'Modbury is smack bang in the
government | never saw anything come to fruition. centre of the city.

I believe that is essential that the patrol base be moved A ook at the map of Tea Tree Gully Council area clearly
from its current Para Hills location, because | understand thahows, in fact, that the geographic centre or the demographic
itis the only patrol base in this state that is located outside theentre is not at Modbury; it is about midway between
area that it services. | have said that this is not good enougModbury and Golden Grove. Similarly, the city has no single
and | will continue to say that this is not good enough. Icommercial centre. In fact, it has two hubs: one at Modbury
invited the former minister for police on numerous occasionsand one at Golden Grove, both with different policing needs.
both in the house and in writing, to come out and visit the | now call on the two ward councillors for the area |
electorate and have a look at what | was talking about. Hgepresent to represent their area in this matter. As they have
never came out. pointed out, the people of our area want a station, but their

The Hon. M.J. Wright: Never came out? council representatives, Councillor Frances and Councillor

Ms RANKINE: He never came out. | have to say, Winter, do not to want to fight for them; they have clearly
however, that | was particularly pleased that our currenabandoned them. | invite them again to come and see me and
minister accepted an invitation to visit the area in April. Hediscuss the issue of where the centre of the city actually is.
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| suspect that they have not really sat down and lookedccounts go out—we do not know exactly what that revenue
closely at a map of the city and the way the city’s populatiorwill be.
is distributed. | call on them to honour their earlier statements We do know that the government has refused to allow us
and fight for a police presence in the Golden Grove area. to even know what the valuations have been as assessed
earlier this year. Historically, of course, you are able to ring
Ms CHAPMAN (Bragg): There are now 27 000 people up the Valuer-General's office and ascertain what new
on the waiting list for housing trust accommaodation, yet theassessments have been done on your property, all of which
government has still failed to address the shameful situatiowere done in January this year. Inexplicably, for some reason,
in South Australia of inadequate, unaffordable and inacceghe government, according to the department, directed that
sible housing to so many of our population. As the shadovihat information should not be available to us; so we cannot
minister for population, | wish particularly to raise this issueeven check whether this growth amount presented by the
in the house tonight, because there is a way out for th&reasurer is even accurate. Assuming that it is only half the
government apart from spending money, and that is to takposition in relation to the growth of tax, we know that we are
a serious look at the property taxes that it now imposes anith a serious situation. So, the tenants will suffer, and what
will continue to impose, offering no relief in the 2004-05 that means for them—obviously, with an increased rental and
budget as recently published by the Treasurer. a limited income—is that we will simply increase the number
The situation is that we not only have a large number off those people who will be added to the Housing Trust list
the population who do not have access to affordable acconf"d Who will seek support. , ,
modation, but we also have a large number who are currently | Sy to the government that it has an opportunity to
housed in relatively low rental accommodation and who will'émedy this situation. In this budget alone they have provided
now suffer the fate of having to have increased rentaft SUrPlus of some $52 million; they could address this
payments directly as a result of the government's refusing tynmediately and provide some relief. But as shadow
provide any relief in relation to land tax. How does this work?SPokesperson for population, may | say that there is another
In 2002-03 the government expected of the some billiorY€"Y concerning outcome in relation to this. While land tax
dollars in property tax to receive $186.6 million in land tax. 2nd Property taxes remain high, while land values themselves
In fact, it got over $200 million; next year it expects to get'¢main high, and while the government takes the view that it
$267.3 million, and, if their estimates continue in the vein agVill Put @ hold on development, whether itis in the Hills Face

they have in the past, we can probably expect that to be closéPn€ Or in a circumstance such as has been done in the
to $300 million. Fleurieu Peninsula, where, as | said, a blanket stop is put on

Perhaps it is fairly important to appreciate that, certainlydeveIOpmem’ we reduce the amount of housing that is

as | have experienced in mv electorate. a large number (fﬂ[vailable for another group in the population for whom we
P - y [T gen eed to provide. They are the young people to whom we want
people last year received an extraordinary increase in land t

applicable to properties. The growth in land values combine be able to offer the opportunity to own their own home.
Pp prop : 9 ut, of course, you must have land and houses available for
with progressive land tax structure, of course, produced

. ; that to happen. At the moment, the gap is narrowing with
very strong growth in relation to land tax revenue last yea[}espect to accessibility and their ability to do so.

and this year. That is not expected to abate, although the The other group (and, of course, this is in the future)

Treasurer has said in his budget that he expects that to ﬂatt?@lates to the government's announcement that, by 2050, it
out in due course. This year the government had an oppoy- ! !

) . X . SO wants to increase our population in this state from some
tunity to do something about it. There is the availability Of1.5 million to 2 million. Last year our overall population

exempt?ons for the principal place of residenc_e, for IC)rirm“‘rylncreased by 0.6 per cent in both metropolitan and rural South
production land and for small landowners, that is, through th ustralia. That is far below the national level in relation to

$50 000 general exemption. This means that the land tax {®hat is anticipated in other states but, more alarmingly, itis

levied on a relatively _narr.ow base. ) _ far below the level of economic sustainability. The capacity

The land ownerships liable for land tax mainly comprisefor the government to be able to deliver on this promise is,
Commel’CIa| IndUStI’Ia| and reSIdentIal |nVeStment, |nC|Ud|n%f course, ever d|m|n|sh|ng We have to encourage people
in private ownership has risen by 20 per cent in this currenbouring out of this state at a high rate. In the last few years
financial year and is expected to rise a further 21 per cent, biffe have had a net loss of some 15 000 South Australians to
year and a staggering 31.7 per cent in the forthcomingnat there is a lot of work to be done to encourage people to
financial year. stay.

Why is this such a difficult situation? The simple reason Fundamentally, the message | give to the government is
is that for those who need access to accommodation, unquekat, if it wants people to stay in South Australia or it wants
tionably, the cost will be passed on to the tenants. It is alpeople to come to South Australia, they have to have a house
very well for their government to say, ‘If you don’t want to to live in, a school for their children, suitable roads to drive
pay land tax on properties, sell the property’; we have heardround on, hospitals and health services and a job. If we do
that many times in complaints. What actually happens is thatot give them any of those facilities and if we do not provide
you cannot actually give them the land tax bill, but you do nothem with the infrastructure they simply will not come. The
have to be Einstein to realise that if you have an expensepportunity for us to support the government to enable us to
associated with the property that you own, and you establishave a sustainable and sensible population policy will simply
what is a reasonable return for your investment, of course, thevaporate, because it has to provide the mechanisms by which
land tax that will apply will be built into a rental payment. So those services and facilities will be available, and it will not
now—and we will see this again later this year when thehappen.
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With respect to land tax (apart from other areas ofThe $2.5 million is out to 2005-06. | was very pleased to read
damage), whether it be in tourism, the bed and breakfast the capital works statement that the completion date for
problem (which has been highlighted in other contributionsPParinga Park Primary School is December 2006, and | will
or, of course, small business, the Land Tax Reform Assocbe watching that very carefully. It will be after the next
ation of South Australia has put forward some sensiblelection. | will hold this government to its word that the kids
recommendations to the government. Obviously, the goverrat Paringa Park will be getting better facilities than they now
ment has completely ignored them. One recommendation warave.
to immediately increase the threshold from $50 000 to On 4 February this year | took a delegation of some of the
$150 000 (which would obviously be a major relief to agoverning council from Paringa Park—a teacher, the
number of people) but also, importantly, to have regard to therincipal and a parent—to see the then minister for education
increase in site values and the appropriate revenue modellingHon. Trish White). The then chairman of the governing

Another important initiative would be for land tax receipts council, Nina Langley, had worked with me to prepare a
to be capped at CPlI, or thereabouts, in line with the policypresentation to put to the minister. It was a very good
adopted with respect to all other government rates anBowerPoint presentation that was put to the minister on that
charges. A cap on individual land tax accounts at, saylay. Nanette Virgo, who is a teacher at Paringa Park, had the
12.5 per cent per annum is an important initiative, as iglistinction of being able to tell the minister that she was a
strengthening a cost-effective land tax compliance regime tetudent in these buildings many years ago—not too many
ensure that tax avoidance is eliminated. A number of/ears ago; Nanette is not that old. She is a teacher now, and
measures have been recommended and, to date, they habe went to that school as a student. Cathy Lewis is a parent
been completely ignored. The opportunity is there and thef students at that school. She was the former finance officer
money is there. The Treasurer just has to have the will to sayith the governing council and did a lot of work putting up
to the government, ‘If we are serious about population, dscoping budgets for this project to try to get some work on
something.’ some refurbishment, because that is all we thought we might

Time expired. get.

It was a matter of pleading with the then minister to at

Dr McFETRIDGE (Morphett): | have one thing to say least get some refurbishments. We were talking about half a
to this government and that is: learn from the past and looknillion dollars then to try to get it up. But | am over the
to the future. I am sick to death of coming into this place andnoon, as are the parents at Paringa Park Primary School. |
having fingers pointed at us from across the chamber, ‘Yogpoke to Nina Langley this morning and she is absolutely
did this,’ or, ‘Why didn’t you do this?’ The blame game is ecstatic that at last Paringa Park has a future with this
becoming a very sad piece of rhetoric in this place. We nee2.5 million. | look forward to seeing the plans and seeing
a government that will show us leadership. | know that thesome site works, and in December 2006 | look forward to
traditional term is ‘opposition’ but, if we have good leader-being down there helping in a ceremony to open those
ship and quality decisions being made by this governmentuildings.
it will not be opposition. It will be scrutiny; it will be a bit of The only downside of the $2.5 million at Paringa Park is
inquisition into why decisions are being made but, certainlythe $6.14 million that is being spent on Sturt Street Primary
it will not just be opposition for the sake of opposition. But School for 19 students, as it is at the moment, although |
if the government keeps going down the same track, we wilthink there will be 72 in the end. This is where | start to
certainly be opposing many of the things it does. As abecome a member of the opposition, because | need to look
member of this parliament and, certainly, as a representatiw those decisions. Perhaps they are not being explained to me
of the fine people of Morphett, it gives me no pleasure to das clearly as they might be, but it is really a concern. But that
that. is Paringa Park Primary School: that is an absolute plus for

| will concentrate on my electorate tonight in the few this Treasurer and this government, to realise that even in a
minutes that | have, because the electorate of Morphett issafe seat like Morphett things do need to be done and that
very fortunate place in which to live. Not only does it have money needs to be spent. When it comes to the blame game,
a very good representative (I will not say any more aboutertainly, it should have been done much earlier. There were
that), but also they are a very fine bunch of people. They haveight years of a Liberal government: why was it not done,
some fantastic schools and many clubs—the footy club, theomeone will say? In my opinion, it should have been done,
surf club, the netball clubs, the Rotary clubs, Probus; therbut it was not, so | am glad it is being done now.
are too many to mention. | was very happy to see in this As to the trams, there has been a bit of a budget blowout
year’s budget papers, after two and a bit years of lobbyingn the trams by about $14.9 million on the original costs, but
the Paringa Park Primary School. Those poor kids down thetaese things happen. | had the opportunity last year to look
(and 1 mean ‘poor’ by way of facilities) finally have the atsome of the tram manufacturers’ factories in Europe. | was
opportunity to see some new buildings being erected. very impressed. | can see where the money goes. These are

In this year’s budget, $2.5 million has been allocated fofantastic modern machines, and | strongly encourage the
new buildings at Paringa Park. The buildings that are to bgovernment to keep working not only to get the new trams
replaced were second-hand in 1953. | believe they were usednning to the Bay as soon as possible but extending that tram
as part of a hospital during the Second World War (I mightline to North Adelaide, Norwood and Port Adelaide. Light
be wrong, but that is what | have been told), and they wereail is the way to go. | was very pleased to hear the transport
brought out from Bristol in England and placed at Paringaminister say that the new trams will be 100 per cent low floor
Park. They are falling to bits. The toilets are useable onlyand 30-metre long trams. | was very concerned when | was
because of the hard work of the staff, the governing councigjetting some information that these would be 70 per cent low
and the caretakers. The facilities have been around for a lorftpor trams and each carriage would be only 20 metres long.
time. It is time for them to be replaced. | am a little disap- A 70 per cent low floor tram is what it says: there are high
pointed that only $25 000 is being spent in this year's budgesections at each end that cannot be accessed by wheelchairs
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for the disabled. The 100 per cent low floor trams you canngprevention either. No more money for that. That is a real
believe unless you have actually seen them. They are so faoncern for this state.

ahead of what we have now. The old rattlers that we have Time expired.

now are an icon of South Australia, and we are keeping some

of those. We love those, but we need to move on. We need The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Deputy Leader of the

new trams for modern commuters. Light rail around theppposition): Ensuring the economic future of South
world is the very best way to go. The minister said that weaystralia has been tough from the first years of our colony,
would be getting the new trams in December 2005 and | hopgyt we have survived and survived well, due to our ingenuity,
that is the case, but the budget papers say December 200§drsistence and grit. We have worked together and shared the
would be disappointed if it is 12 months out, but | would bEpain together_ Twice the state has come close to being

more than happy to be there. If this government is still inbankrupt: once under Governor Gawler and again after the
power in 2005, we will cut the ribbon down at the Bay andcollapse of the State Bank.

get those new trams rqlling. S We pulled through these and other tough times, and we
The Barcoo Outlet is one subject in this place that get$5e enjoyed a great lifestyle. The state has been fortunate to

bagged, belted and beaten—the poor old Barcoo. As I said ity e some unique political, industrial and community

my maiden speech in this place, the first discussion of a S§g;4ers—people such as Sir Thomas Playford, who did more
water circulation system down at the Bay was not forthan anyone else to build new industries and jobs. These
Holdfast Shores. It was not for the so-called ritzy people,eqpie gave great leadership, a strong commitment and a
down there: it was in 1954. The first sea water recirculatioryjirection for the future. Most importantly of all, they were

system was proposed down there in 1954. Why? Becau%eynamic risk takers. They did not wait for it to happen: they
they recognised that the Pat was not working, that the silt was, 5 4e it happen.

building up in the Pat, the sand bar was building up in the Pat. In recent years | have become concerned about our

Sure, there are problems down there, but there have beer<]:onomic future and about creating worthwhile jobs for our
problems since white people moved there. In 1836 we cam%i 9 J

here and there have been problems ever since we built on t% 'l?ﬁinr;so%rgrm%%?ﬁsngisesnugﬁ{;gcgfﬁfg g}f Jsc;tésljrﬁ‘;t%
beach down there, and we are going to have to manage tho ; : . 4
in a more scientific way. any, whilst allowing the government to have a windfall gain

| heard that the cost of managing sand could be $4 million" {2X€S- Hovvfever, theuﬁrqsmn of the key |ndusér|es that
$5 million or $6 million. With 1.5 million people in South generate our future wellbeing is occurring around us. Our

: . perations are increasingly being owned and controlled
Australia, those beaches are for all South Australians. | do n(%eyond our state. Our share of the nation’s population is

mind putting in my four bucks: I will putin $12. I will putin ) . T
for a couple of other people on the other side who do n0§llpp|ng ar_ld our share of jobs is sliding. .
want to pay! | will pay that because these beaches are the Of pa_rtlcular concern are two threats. The fll’SF is the
most beautiful beaches you can get anywhere in the worl@SSUmption by government leaders that economic plans,
Three million people cannot be wrong when they come dowSUMMIts, strategies and reports can replace going out and
to the Bay every year. But there is some money being spes€curing new companies and investment in our economy. We
on the Barcoo on flood mitigation projects. It is nearly 122r€ 10sing the dynamic risk taking and not supporting and
months since the floods last June, when the houses at Glen&gcouraging the creation of new companies which bring
North got flooded, yet only yesterday | received an emaif out jobs and_ economic growth. The second threat has been
from a person whose home is being demolished becausethe bureaucratic obstaclt_es and delays that the government_h_as
was wrecked by the floods and they are still having problem@”owed to prosper. Nothing de.stroy.s the entrepreneurial spirit
with SA Water. more than hitting 'bu.reaucratlc brick walls and expensive,
We sorted out some problems for them with Telstra, ang!ow approvals. Itis in sharp contrast to what people report
we are trying to get that sorted out. | passed a letter to thi® M &s occurring in other states of Australia.
Minister for Infrastructure last week from a chap down there ~ Elsewhere, there are approvals to be gained and, at the
who s still having problems getting compensation. There aréame time, a determination to make it happen. Here, there is
still people having awful problems down there. Some of the fear of taking risks and the suffocation of initiatives. Why
houses still smell from the water that went underneath, angannot approvals be given expeditiously? The symptom of
they are still struggling to get compensation. Land tax andhis cancerous degeneration was the response of the state
stamp duty of over $1 billion last year: a lot of that came outgovernment leaders to the criticism of Dr John Montgomery,
of the Bay. | cannot get an answer from the Treasurer as tHSIe disillusioned international planner who announced that he
how much land tax and stamp duty has been paid down at theas leaving Adelaide. John Montgomery’s comments deserve
Bay. People down there are not all multimillionaires, close scrutiny. He said that Adelaide was slow, complacent
although there are some down there. Some are asset rich a@d lacking in initiative. If the city did not change it would
many are income poor. They need to be protected. be an aboveground cemetery, because small businesses were
We need to be able to partition assessments if people af®t being encouraged and young people had no incentive to
renting out the granny flat at the back. Why should they paptay while new industries were being overlooked. There was
land tax on the whole property? Why penalise them? Thegt shocki.ng lack of leadership and understanding about city
can partition for rates, but the Treasurer tells me that thegconomic growth, and Adelaide needs a new focus on
cannot do it for land tax. It is the same Valuer-General: | ddndustries. | agree with him on those points.
not understand that at all. The sewerage rates and water ratesThe shooting of the messenger by the government, as
down there are just a wealth tax; that is all they are. Not lon@ccurred, reflects the very point Mr Montgomery was trying
ago | had a letter from some people inquiring about land taxo make. Unfortunately, this important message was not
problems on a deceased estate. We are going to have deatard. Last week the Centre for Innovation, Business and
duties next; that is what will happen. No more local crimeManufacturing was closed by the government after many
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years of making our manufacturing industry more creativeclause that will cause it to expire in September 2004 if the Act is not
and competitive. extended or the sunset clause removed.

The sunset clause was included in the Act based on an under-
The new contracts to replace the EDS government Contrag{anding that a review of mutual recognition arrangements would be

for information technology are designed to be safe, lackindertaken and the findings of the review would guide the
inspiration and ignore new opportunities. The original EDSGovernment in determining its future approach. A thorough review

contract created 2 500 new information technology jobs fopas occurred through the Productivity Commission Evaluation of the

. ; ; i ; i Mutual Recognition Schemes Research Report (October 2003).
young people—about the size of Mitsubishi. The Mitsubishi The SA Government submission to the Productivity Commission

type crisis will arise and jobs will be lost; that is inevitable. siated that the South Australian Government considered the MRA
The important issue is whether we are creating new industrieshd TTMRA to be working well and achieving their intended
to replace any jobs lost. The warning is there. The responsputcomes.

T [T ; i The Productivity Commission’s final report reached a similar
bility to change 'JF lies with us a.”’ but especially the .leader.sconclusion. It found that both the MRA and TTMRA have contri-
of government, industry, media and the community. This; e to their objectives to:

state needs dynamic risk takers, attraction of new industries, - increase trade and workforce mobility across borders
a determination to make it happen and creative skills and - contribute to the integration of participating economies
talents. - enhance internal and external competitiveness

increase uniformity of standards
increase choice and lower prices for consumers

The Hon. P.F. CONLON secured the adjournment of the decrease costs to industry

debate. - increase access to economies of scale.
The findings of the Productivity Commission report are being
TRANS-TASMAN MUTUAL RECOGNITION worked through cooperatively by jurisdictions. There are no major
points of disagreement or contention between the ten jurisdictions
(SOUTH AUSTRALIA) (REMOVAL OF SUNSET that would lead the Government to have any concerns about
CLAUSE) AMENDMENT BILL removing the sunset clause from the legislation.

South Australia is the only State with an operative sunset clause
The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General) in its legislation. Several States have a similar provision as that
obtained leave and introduced a bill for an act to amend thBroposed in the Amendment Bill, which reserves the State’s right to

_ e : opt out of the scheme by proclamation from the Governor. Whilst
Trans-Tasman Mutual Recognition (South Australia) ACtit is unlikely that this power would ever be used, it is none the less

1999. Read a first time. prudent to explicitly include it in the Act.
The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): | Given the broad agreement that the TTMRA is working well, |
move: consider the sunset clause to have served its purpose and no longer
o . be necessary. This Bill will remove it from the Act whilst retaining
That this bill be now read a second time. the State’s ability to opt out of the arrangement if it ever wish to do

The bill before us strikes the sunset clause from the act. Th&¥:

- | commend this Bill to the House.
Trans-Tasman mutual recognition occurred shortly after there

EXPLANATION OF CLAUSES

was mutual recognition of vocations, professions and the sale Part 1—Preliminary

of goods established between the Australian states and 1—Short title o

territories. A sunset clause was inserted because it was %h—‘aég‘glgﬂg‘gggfef%'%ogs

thought that, at some time, a review of mutual fecog_nl'_uon Part 2—Amendment of Trans Tasman Mutual Recog-

with New Zealand might result in South Australia’s deciding nition (South Australia) Act 1999

that it was not a good thing and, therefore, it was in the 3—Amendment of section 4—Adoption of

interests of South Australia that mutual recognition with New Commonwealth Act _ o

Zealand be phased out This clause amends section 4 of the principal Act by
- ’ . . allowing the Governor, by proclamation, to fix a day on

However, a review by the Productivity Commission of the which the adoption of the Commonwealth Act will
arrangement found that it was of benefit to Australia and the terminate.

Australian states and territories, and there is now no prospect

of South Australia wanting to sunset these provisions. There The Hon. DEAN BROWN secured the adjournment of

is a reserve power for the Governor, on the advice of théhe debate.

executive council, to terminate the arrangement if that is

thought to be in South Australia’s interests. | seek leave to APPROPRIATION BILL

have the remainder of the second reading explanation inserted

in Hansard without my reading it.
Leave granted.

The Mutual Recognition Agreement ("MRA") between the

Commonwealth and the States and Territories commenced operation pr CAICA (Colton): Lastweekend | had a street corner

in 1993. The Trans-Tasman Mutual Recognition Arrangement . ) . . o

("TTMRA"), which extends mutual recognition to New Zealand, Meeting. | hold these meetings quite often, because it is a

commenced operation in 1998. very good way to meet with people and listen to them to
The shared objectives of the MRA and TTMRA are to reduceensure that | am able to hear their views on a variety of issues

trade-related restrictions on the sale of goods and the recognition eind ensure there remains, from my perspective, a connection

equivalent occupations between jurisdictions, and thereby facilitatg ; it
trade. Under the agreements a good which can legally be sold in o[rﬁ\éIth the views that prevail within my electorate. Indeed, the

jurisdiction can legally be sold in another participating jurisdiction. Pfevious week | had a street corner meeting which the
Similarly, a person who is registered to practise an occupation in on@remier attended which was very well attended. Last
jurisdiction is entitled to practise an equivalent occupation in thewyeekend, the meeting was held in a park off Sunningdale
other participating jurisdiction. Road in Fulham Gardens. It was an excellent meeting, and

In South Australia, the enabling legislation for the TTMRA is the . .
Trans-Tasman Mutual Recognition (gou?h Australia) Act 1999. This about dozen people attended, and they discussed with me a

Act adopts thdrans-Tasman Mutual Recognition Act 1997 (of the ~ Whole h_OSt of issues, such as alte_rnative means of energy
Commonwealth) as a law of the State. The Act contains a sunsg@roduction. People out there are thinking about those issues,

Adjourned debate on motion to note grievances (resumed
on motion).
(Continued from page 2422.)
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and one of the views that prevailed during that meeting wa%on the never never’. There was never going to be any money
the impediment that exists for companies to look at alternafor it; it was never going to be built. The people of the
tive forms of energy production without there being awestern suburbs and, indeed, South Australia were never
commitment by the federal government to promote furthegoing to see stages 2 and 3 of the Queen Elizabeth Hospital.
clean energy and greenhouse issues—in essence, the Kydtowever, in the budget we have provided for the people of
agreement. It was a very good debate and discussion that v8uth Australia, we have committed to stages 2 and 3.
had. Other discussion points included the world’s reliance oindeed, we have put in an extra $120 million to ensure that
oil and the lack of sustainability in the longer term, while weit will not remain a community hospital, as was the vision of
remain committed to oil. the previous government. It will be a hospital that will

Mr Koutsantonis interjecting: encompass the full range of acute health services, it will

Mr CAICA: For the benefit of the member for West remain a tertiary teaching hospital and it will remain a very
Torrens—and | know it is the case in his electorate—I havevibrant hospital underpinned by the research conducted by the
very considered constituents in my electorate— hospital’s research foundation.

Mr Koutsantonis interjecting: There are many positive aspects to the budget that was

Mr CAICA: Well, you shouldn't, because | said ‘like the delivered last week, and why should the people of South
member’s constituents in West Torrens’, | also have venAustralia not be pleased? That is the very reason that | am not
well considered constituents. Also raised at the meeting wagetting complaints in my office because in the main they are
the matter of hoon driving and the problems which existhappy indeed. The only people who whinge, carp and
across all electorates. It is a burdensome experience for tleemplain are the people opposite, which makes me believe—
people of my electorate to put up with that behaviour. The Hon. P.F. Conlon:That is their job.

One of the points of discussion was the budget. Last night Mr CAICA: |think thatis their job, as the minister says,
I made a very brief contribution on the budget, and | do noto whinge, carp and complain in opposition, but it just shows
intend to be repetitive. However, | did state last night thathat they are out completely of touch with the general views
members opposite are filled with doom and gloom, carpingof the population of South Australia. There are many other
whingeing and complaining about the budget. | acknowledggositive aspects, and | know that the opposition will not
the points made by the member for Morphett that people onomplain about the enormous amount of money that has been
his side ought to move on from that aspect and start beingut by this government into child protection. | know that each
little more positive about things. Mr Speaker, | know youand every member applauds it. | heard a couple of members
would be extremely interested in what my constituents whaf the opposition applaud that point, and why should they not,
were at the street corner meeting last weekend think about theecause it is an extremely important initiative.
budget. They are very pleased with the budget. | have not | have spoken about the QEH but it is not just the QEH
received a single phone call at my electorate office relatindgpecause a lot of money is going to lots of different hospitals
to the budget. That is not quite true: | have received a couplthroughout this state, and we are committed to the future
of phone calls, but none has been phone calls of complainhealth and wellbeing of South Australians. We know that we

Naturally, issues are raised by constituents of a specifican do that in part through making sure that everyone has
interest. As | said last night, there will always be people, naccess to excellent health services irrespective of whether or
matter what budget is delivered, who are not pleased withot they feel the need to succumb to the federal government’s
aspects of a budget and who focus on the specific interestdew that they can only get these services under private
constituents may have. However, in the main, the budget hdsealth. It is one of our priorities, as is education. | am very
been generally well accepted, and why should it not be? Apleased with the budget.
I said in my brief contribution last night, itis a budget forall ~ We have delivered and we will continue to deliver on our
South Australians and one of which we should all be proudpriorities. We have a long-term plan. We are setting a
It sets a foundation upon which this state can go forward ifoundation and we are going to make sure those priorities are
a very positive manner. fulfilled through the leadership that this government will

In my contribution last night | spoke briefly about Henley provide. We have a plan and we will fulfil that plan. As for
High School and the Gulf St Vincent, and | will not elaboratethe whingeing, the whining and the carping of the opposition,
any further on that aspect except to congratulate the Henlayis all that but it is more. | believe that there is a little bit of
High School council on its endeavours over many years angreen envy from the opposition because they did not have the
finally succeeding in its wish for the redevelopment at thatapacity to produce such a budget. | remain extremely proud
school. So, the very same classrooms where | satin 1972 wib be a member of this house. It is one of the greatest
not necessarily be those where my young son will sit in twarivileges of my life to be able to represent Colton and, in
years time, which can only be a good thing. | congratulate theoing so, also represent South Australia, because that is what
council. I know they have been extremely disappointed thathis parliament serves, not just the people of Colton. Itis a
during the nine years of having a Liberal member in the seagreat honour for me to be able to do that. The Colton
of Colton and a Liberal government, they were unable to getommunity is wonderful and it is reflective of the outstanding
approval for the redevelopment, despite having requestetbmmunities that can be found across South Australia. | know
approval on many occasions. that the privilege | feel is equal to the privilege that each and

| can see the member for Light looking at me now, but levery member feels about the honour of being in this place.
know that the redevelopment was approved in the dying Mr Speaker, | found one of your comments today
stages of the previous Liberal government when theyarticularly interesting. | do not know protocol, but | assume
promised all and sundry but, of course, there was no monethat | am allowed to speak about such things. It was specifi-
for it. It is very similar to the hollow promises made about thecally about the Public Works Committee, sir, and the
Queen Elizabeth Hospital with respect to stages 2 and 3elationship you drew between the crown law opinion that has
where the outcome was only ever going to be a communitpeen provided to the Public Works Committee and the crown
hospital, and the promises were what my mother would terrfaw advice that was spoken of today. | find it interesting
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because as you know, Mr Speaker, there have been a lot of Instead of desalinating so that we have plentiful water, the
different opinions as to what public works mean in theLabor government is using taxpayers’ money on more
context of the act and the crown law advice that has beeexpensive filtration systems, pipes and pumping systems and
received in the past. is adding chemicals to ensure that the limited Murray River

| know that you would be interested, Mr Speaker, to learrvater is fit to drink, at a cost estimated at $5 per kilolitre in
that recently a project was referred to the Public Works/Vhyalla. They are using taxpayers’ money to install tanks in
Committee for which no state money was being provided bugovernment buildings, such as schools, and forcing the people
which was being built on state land. Quite rightly it wasWho can least afford it to put in tanks, with all the associated
referred to that committee. There are two reasons for that: of@Imps, piping, filters, plumbing and maintenance costs at
is that another opinion has been provided by crown law tha@reat personal expense.
says this is appropriate or, most importantly, the state The Labor government is also charging a save the River
government is taking the role and responsibility of publicMurray levy, despite the fact that SA Water is making about
works and reporting to parliament much more seriously tha§250 million in profits, some of which could be used to
did the previous government. provide alternatives to the river water, help solve the problem

and increase their revenue. But the Labor government is

Mrs PENFOLD (Flinders): A letter from the Department restricting the use of the existing system and finding alterna-
of Water, Land and Biodiversity Conservation, dated 30 Apriltives, thus making SA Water less viable. | understand that
2004, and obtained by the member for Stuart, states: restrictions on water use cost about $11 million in profits this

The government has decided to widen the long-term conservati ear. The restrictions also took away a great deal of pleasure

measures to apply to all of the state’s water resources. A regulatioi0mM many people and caused a great deal of anguish,
will be drafted under the Water Resources Act 1997 to bring intgparticularly amongst the elderly, who cherish their little bit

effect conservation measures that will apply to watercourses, lakegf garden. They have to decide whether they should have a

surface water, underground water and effluent as defined in t
Water Resources Act 1997. This includes domestic and industri arden, or get up very early, or stay up very late, to ensure

waste water, rainwater tanks, bores, reclaimed water and direbpat it is watered. _ _ _ _
extraction from rivers such as the Torrens and the Murray. | ask the Premier: who is covering the insurance risk

. : ; . associated with people drinking tap water that SA Water and
The regulationis to apply from 1 July this year with penaltlesUnited Water hase n%t ensuregis spafe to drink? Will the poo

ap;lnlylng. blv all th i . I.police also check that we are not using the tank water for
resumably all these new measures will require Compliginying as well as ensuring that it is properly connected and
ance officers coming on to our properties and into our home,

. fhaintained? | understand that the problems associated with
to check that we are conserving our tank, bore and even o

) X . aintenance caused the government to get rid of tanks on
domestic waste water, including effluent. One of my COI'Housing Trust homes some years ago
leagues suggested that the government could call thes ’

i th i the d detecti The mi € The real cost of our water must be worked out in dollars,
officers the poo police or the dunny detectives. The mind,, o\ henefit, environmental cost and amenity. By planning
boggles at the possibilities and it helps to illustrate the she

2~ . X . . br long-term restrictions, in my view the government is
stupidity of this new invasion of our personal privacy a”ddoing everything wrong from a community obligation,
waste of money by this Labor government. commonsense and economic point of view. Water has to be

This regulation could be disallowed if commonsensergcognised as just another commodity. Restrictions on
prevails but, should it get through, it will be particularly hard consumption are only justified until additional water can be
to enforce, and a law that is not going to be enforced igoyrced. If there is no critical shortage, there is no justifica-
worthless, in my view. However, | was amazed when I heargion for having restrictions, leading to a police state, with
the minister on the ABC today. When asked, ‘How do younejghhours reporting on neighbours and, potentially, water
police bore and rainwater usage when there is no meter?’ thgjice presumably checking our use of the water from our
minister Sa|d, ‘We”, yOU don,t need to. tanks and even our efﬂuent

Why should there be such an acceptance by this Labor However, controls on bores and dams need to be policed,
government of limited water, anyway. Our oceans coveet least in areas such as the Adelaide Hills, to ensure recharge
nearly 71 per cent of the surface of the earth and contaiand an equitable allocation of ground and surface water. In
97 per cent of the world’s water. Most of our population anda recent Flinders Journal, Dr Simmons from Flinders
industry are sited close to seawater, yet we are told that Weniversity stated:
have a critical shortage. For those on the Murray, | quote \yhjle people and politicians can see the plight of the River
Professor Cullen, our Thinker in Residence, who said that thglurray with their own eyes, the fate of our underground water
Murray-Darling could double production and halve the wateresources goes largely ignored.
use. He goes on to state that groundwater ‘comprises about 97 per

Itis amazing to me that the substance most plentiful on theent of the fresh water available on the earth’. What a
surface of the earth is treated as being in critically shortllemma it is that we ignore the source of most of our fresh
supply when the only limiting factor is salt. Salt can bewater and therefore risk using it beyond its recharge and/or
removed for less than $2 per kilolitre, with the lowest pricecontaminating it. Both these scenarios are occurring in our
I have heard recently being $1.36 per kilolitre. Therefore thesupply on Eyre Peninsula, where we do not have access to the
only thing lacking is the willingness to invest in the desalina-River Murray and currently have no other source of fresh
tion process. The more water that is desalinated, the cheapsater.
the cost will be. The cost increase created by desalinated Except for a community service obligation to supply the
water being shandied into the existing supply will be smalbasic needs of households, the government’s aim should be
and will stretch the existing supplies. The benefit of locatingo supply as much water to the community to use in any way
desalination plants close to users will cut pumping and otheit likes at the cost of supply. To contemplate long-term
costs such as pressure blow-outs. restrictions on development of businesses and housing, and
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therefore jobs for our children and the survival of our smallnot have any facility for school tours where school children
communities, cannot be justified under any circumstancesan have a properly presented program. So, there is a need for
There is ample water, and many firms are willing to desalisuch a building. We have staff outside this parliamentary
nate it. They can sell it to SA Water for distribution if SA complex: we have computer people and pay staff across the
Water cannot compete. We rely on private enterprise foroad and we have parliamentary counsel down the road; and,
food, energy and accommodation, so why not for the supplybelieve that, just on the grounds of providing good facilities
of water? for staff—which should be the main argument—and provid-
Restricting public use of water for amenities such as ovalsng a better service for the people of South Australia, there
parks and gardens should also not be contemplated. We livga strong justification for a modest multi-storey building on
in a modern community and should not look back to the selfthe north-west corner of this site. That building could also
sufficiency of the past. | well remember the dusty countryincorporate parking to help alleviate the situation in the
towns before we had water for trees, lawns and flowerd-estival Centre car park.
Communities, such as the small town of Cummins, have Likewise, | believe that the Blue Room is totally inad-
made their environments more attractive to people and shoukhuate as a staff facility for meals and as a reasonable area for
continue to be encouraged to do so. We live in a competitivetaff to relax in. People might say that it is not a top priority
world, and people will go to the places they most enjoyin South Australia, but | believe it is a priority, because the
Turning the communities into dry, dusty areas will kill them, staff in here should not have facilities which are of a lower
and that will occur if individuals and communities are standard than you would get in the Public Service, elsewhere
constrained by any method from having gardens. in the public or indeed in the private sector. So, | would urge
The supply of all water needed at minimum cost shouldhe Premier and the Treasurer to take leadership on this issue,
be the function of the government, yet the opposite appeais conjunction with you, sir, and the President of the Legis-
to be the situation. Currently, the SA Water monopoly is dative Council, to make sure that something happens in the
hidden cash cow producing $250 million profit for the not too distant future in regard to this parliament. To his
government from metered taxpayers. In my view, this shouldredit, the Hon. Graham Ingerson many years ago was a
be investigated under competition policy requirements. Watgprime mover in getting this place upgraded in terms of some
is too important to the future of our state to be artificially basic facilities, and | believe that, if you go about it in the
expensive and in short supply. Water has been treateight way and explain it, the public will accept it.
appropriately in the past as a commodity that is readily The school situation is of great interest to me and as
available and cheap. Nothing has changed, except thatembers know | have been campaigning for a long time to
currently the cheapest source of water is fully committed. have some specialist technology high schools. That does not
On Eyre Peninsula, the Uley Basin water, if used withinmean that you do not have general vocational education and
sustainable quantities, does not have a purchase or envirdifiaining programs in secondary schools or that you do not
mental dollar cost, but does have a distribution and qualityink them with industry. What | am saying is that we should
maintenance cost. If, as has already been proposed, the grdgve some specialist schools with some top equipment and
power is used from the Hydro Tasmania wind turbinedacilities which those who have an inclination can attend. We
(located close to the Uley underground water pumpindiave a specialist high school, Urrbrae, and we have specialist
station), the cost could be dropped even lower than $1.36 p#usic schools. | am not sure what the problem is in the
kilolitre and be even more environmentally friendly. The Department of Education and Children’s Services that
desalinated water could then be shandied with the low salohibits them in pursuing this type of approach, which the
Todd Reservoir water. This would stretch the potable qualitynember for Napier and | have been advocating for some
water further, provide better water for the whole of Eyretime.

Peninsula and enable greater recharge of our underground The situation in regard to nursing, | believe, needs
resource. addressing. | have touched on this before. We should consider
Let us stop the nonsense in the proposed regulation aritie fact that, for midwifery at Flinders University alone, there
start being sensible by addressing water issues for the longere 500 applicants and they took 25. There were 1 400

term. We could lead the world if we would only start being applicants for the Bachelor of Nursing at Flinders and they
innovative—and the opportunity to do so is on Eyre Peniniook 200; and at the Noarlunga TAFE campus there were 200
sula. Our mediterranean climate and our beautiful terra rosapplicants for 20 positions in the enrolled nursing program,
soils, combined with water, could turn the region into anwhich is now a diploma course. Here we have a tremendous
oasis, help to triple our state’s exports and increase our jobgdemand among our own young men and women who want
as our Premier is asking us to do, but we need large scat@ do nursing and who cannot get in, yet we are bringing in
desalination now. people from overseas. | do not find that desirable. | have
nothing against the people coming from overseas, but why
The Hon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher):1 will touch on arange can we not train our own people in areas such as nursing?
of issues and, although not necessarily in order of importance, Another aspect relates to education and the State Superan-
they are all important. | have recently written to the Premiemnuation Scheme. | know quite a few principals approaching
and the Treasurer arguing that the parliament needs a multhe age of 60 who are being forced to retire, basically,
storey building on the north-west corner. | know other peopldecause they are going to be penalised if they stay on. So,
feel the same way, but | have argued to the Treasurer in thehat happens is that, without good reason, we lose people
past that money ought to be put aside over time so that thatho have got great expertise, great experience as school
can happen. As we all know, the facilities in parliament areprincipals and senior teachers. We lose them because they are
very much inadequate for ministers. The situation wherdorced to retire at the age of 60, otherwise they will be
ministerial staff have to leave the room when a minister hapenalised financially. How sensible is that? We should be
people to talk to confidentially because there is no other roortooking at the Japanese model which encourages people to
nearby that belongs to the minister is just ludicrous. We davork way beyond the age of 60 or 65, but the demands of
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their occupation or situation can be altered so that it is welunder. | also have to say that it makes my blood boil a bit
within their capability. when we see an overrun on the Sturt Street Primary School
| turn to public housing. We have a chronic shortage ofof some $4 million, and yet the Ceduna Area School cannot
housing for people on low incomes. We do not have to do iaittract anything out of this budget. | went into classrooms
in the same way as the Housing Trust did it years ago—anthere that did not have a window. These are Demac buildings
I know that in recent times they have been much mordhat were transported there in the 1970s under, | think it was
innovative and creative, moving away from the big areas ofninister Hudson at the time. Those same buildings are still
similar sorts of housing—but there is a crying shortage ofhere. In some of the rooms that | went into, the hessian
housing for people on low incomes and also for young peopleeilings were torn and draping down into the classroom.
to get a start. The commonwealth needs to come to the parfiyhere was no sense in repairing them because you would only
on that, because that is the level of government with thée putting in good money after bad.
finance to assist the state government in providing affordable When we were in government we had designed a plan
housing. designed for the Ceduna Area School and had committed
| am raising a whole range of issues. It is important thamoney to it, yet we find still nothing has happened. If this
our public transport system be expanded. | have talked befomrea school was in any of the metropolitan government
about electrification and so on, but the provision of ‘park andnember’s seats or opposition member’s seats they would be
ride’ facilities similar to what they have in Western Australia, screaming from the rooftops for the government to do
where you can pay a dollar a day at many of their majoisomething about it. Yet we see nothing. All we see is a school
railway stations and have someone watch your car during thie the city centre which is attracting $4 million more than
time it is parked there, is a very attractive and innovativewhat was claimed it would cost before the last election, yet
provision, which should be provided here at many of ourCeduna continues to wallow in what | would call very
railway stations. On the Belair railway line, which many of substandard conditions. | feel sorry for the teachers who have
my constituents use, at peak hour the trains are ofteto put up with those conditions, and for the students and
overcrowded because we are getting considerable neparents who have to suffer those conditions, when no
housing development in the electorate of Davenport and alsmetropolitan primary school would tolerate it.
in my electorate. | think that it is an issue that needs to be Another issue that | am not happy about is the fact that
addressed. there is no money in this budget for the rejuvenation of the

For some time | have argued that we need an equestridfeachy Belt area at Smithfield Plains. This is an area that is
centre in the southern area to cater for riding for the disablethe fault of both Labor and Liberal governments that has been
and pony clubs. | think it makes sense to provide a centréhere for some 30 years. This is housing stock that was built
which caters for a range of those clubs rather than for eagpost war. If members toured this area they would find that
one to try and do its own activity. The Riding for the there are many places that have now been demolished
Disabled, a wonderful organisation, is about to lose its hombecause of disrepair. There are many places that have been
in the Craigburn Farm-Blackwood Park area. It would beboarded up because they have been vandalised. This is an
great if, through the Department of Recreation and Sporgrea that needs urgent attention, and yet this is the third
they could be assisted, along with pony clubs, to establish laudget of this Labor government. | have been calling for
southern equestrian centre somewhere south of the Sturtoney for the rejuvenation of the Peachy Belt area since
River. 2001, and still nothing has happened.

On the issue of speed zones, members will know that | The Playford Council set aside $800 000. When we were
campaigned for a long time to get the 50 km/h residentiain government we looked at a plan which | said to the then
speed limit, although | was not happy with all aspects of itgninister for housing | believed was inadequate and needed
introduction. But | believe we need to look at what | would more money put towards it, yet we are still waiting in the
call a special shopping centre speed zone where you hawsea; the residents of Smithfield Plains are still waiting for
crisscrossing by people who have their mind focused osome money to come to them. Again, it is a situation that |
shopping, in areas like Norwood Parade, Jetty Road, Kingm sure members in this house would not tolerate were it
William Road, Blackwood Main Road, and so on. It shouldsitting in their electorate.
be a special speed zone lower than what is often the case, 60 Another matter that | am concerned about—and the
km/h, and which | think should be even lower than 50 km/h.member for Bragg, shadow minister for education, spoke
It does not contradict my view on the residential zone becausgbout it—is the current school bus contracts for private
that is a special situation. Likewise, in the lead up to thecontractors supplying school bus services to our regional
flashing school crossing lights | think there should be ecountry children. In 1999, | think it was, the situation was
special school speed zone. The lead up on either side of thoieat those contractors had no certainty of their contract
lights is often very dangerous, because you have parengontinuing beyond the year they were servicing. When we
loading and unloading children— were in government we gave them some certainty by setting

Time expired. up a five-plus-five-year contract so that they could reinvest

in more modern buses to transport our young people from

The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY (Light): I rise in this griev- country locations into schools. That, | am pleased to say, has
ance debate to make some more comments about the statgpened. An index was set up which took into account many
budget. There are a few areas that | did not cover in myf the variable costs that those contractors faced and to ensure
budget speech that | would like to cover now. One is, inthat they were not going backwards in their daily running
particular, that of the Ceduna Area School. Members on theosts, and that they were being met through that index.
government side probably would not have visited the Ceduna The feedback that | had from the Bus and Coach Associa-
Area School, but it is one that | certainly visited while | was tion was one of appreciation that people at last had certainty
minister. | would have to say that | was appalled at then their operations and were able to break even and make a
conditions that those teachers and students were operatisgall profit. Unfortunately, what is now happening—as has
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been reported by a number of contractors and also by theothing but high regard for him. But the former education
chairman of the Bus and Coach Association—is that thisninister criticised this government because of the amount of
index is not being adhered to. | note in the budget papers thimoney that we are committing to a school that his govern-
year that there is in fact no additional funding over the nextnent closed (I know that he was not the education minister
four years for these school bus contracts, which means thathen the school was closed, but he criticised us for opening
these contractors will have to absorb more and more of tha school that his government closed). We are spending all this
increased costs that they are incurring—and | remind thextra money on it because it was left derelict and had been
house of the increase in registration fees that will occur thiglosed for so long. | find that a bit difficult to cop.
year and the current rise in the price of fuel and insurance that The member for Light does not try to score cheap political
these contractors will have to absorb. points. He often makes a point because he is passionate about

| can assure members that we will be hearing a lot mord. | can sense in his speech that he has been to these schools
about this matter in the next 12 months, because the squeetiat he thinks are deserving of infrastructure and capital
will be on even tighter. Itis a pity that this government is notworks, and | admire him for it. These are things that we, as
honouring that index, because the people who provide thisackbenchers, members of parliament and ministers, all want,
service in country South Australia do an exceptional job inbut we have never had the opportunity to be the education
making sure that our young people travel safely to and frorminister. The member must have had a very difficult time
our schools, and they deserve to be remitted fairly. around his cabinet table with his other friends who did not

| want to cover one other area in the budget that | alsavant to spend the money. | imagine that, as education
think is of concern, and | will then mention some of the goodminister, he might have visited the school at Ceduna and seen
things which have occurred in my electorate and which | ana classroom with no windows and thought, ‘Gee, whom do
pleased to see. The $1 hillion in property tax (which includeg call about fixing this?’ and, ‘Hang on a second; it is me.’
stamp duty, land tax and the emergency services levy) ishey are the realities of the budget process.
$263 million higher than was estimated yet there is no relief | understand that it is frustrating but | think that, on
for people on whom these taxes are imposed. | think it i9alance, this government has got its commitments and its
estimated in the budget that some $979 million will bepriorities right, and | think that most members, in a quiet
collected in the forthcoming year yet we all know that, comemoment of reflection, would say, ‘Gee, this is one of the best
1 July, the Valuer-General will be revaluing propertiesbudgets this state has ever seen.” The member for Hartley,
around the state. | am sure that that figure of $979 milliorwho cannot say a nice thing about anyone in this place—
will easily be surpassed and that the people of this state will An honourable member: That's outrageous.
pay even more than they did this year in land and other taxes. Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Not once have | heard him

| wish to mention a couple of areas that | am pleased t@ongratulate a member of the government on any initiative,
see in the budget. | have long lobbied for the Gawler floodncluding saving Lochiel Park, about which his government
mitigation program. | am pleased to see that the governmetied to him, because it was not going to save it—and we can
has committed funding for that program in the budget, angbrove it. The member for Hartley knows that, but he still does
I know that the federal government also will be committingnot have the courage to get up and say, ‘Thank you.’ | know
funding for it. that his mother raised him better than that, and | am sure that

| am pleased to see that the Gawler Primary School, evelne can say, ‘Thank you.’
after the delay that was forced on it upon this government’s | believe that the balancing act with respect to this budget
coming into office, has finally got under way and is proceeds right. We have sustainable economic growth—growth of
ing well. 1 am sad to see that Roseworthy Primary Schoolpver 2 per cent—despite today’s quarterly figures showing
which does not have a solid building on its site, has nothat the Australian economy, without the farming sector and
scored any money in this budget. | will continue to lobby onour primary producers, is zero under the leadership of Peter
behalf of that community for a solid building to be erected onCostello. Our economy is growing by about 2 per cent, with
the site. The overway bridge at Gawler is continuing tolow inflation.
receive funding. Mr Scalz interjecting:

| am pleased to see that Hewitt Primary School, whichis Mr KOUTSANTONIS: The member for Hartley
expanding like a mushroom, is also receiving $1.2 million ininterjects rather than sitting quietly and listening so that he
funding. It now has over 400 students and the number is stifnight learn something.
climbing, and it requires that level of money in order to  Mr Goldsworthy: Learn something from you?
accommodate those students. Approval has been granted for Mr KOUTSANTONIS: The member for Kavel had
another 350 new houses to be erected in and around tipetter be silent or he might get a serve, too. | know he does
Hewitt Primary School. | am sure that, in time, the schoolnot like getting serves, given that the member for Kavel is the
will probably accommodate 700 or 800 students. only one on the other side of the chamber who was not

| am also pleased to see that the Smithfield Plaingromoted. He was not touched. He was the only new member
Preschool is being relocated to the Smithfield Plains Primargf the House of Assembly on the opposition side who was not
School. One of the best moves that one can make is to locapgomoted. | have to say that, if | was the member for Kavel,
a preschool on a primary school site, because the transitidrwould be disappointed too. But that is okay: he has time; he
from preschool to primary school is very smooth for youngis young.
students, and they are easily assimilated into the primary Mrs Geraghty interjecting:
school. Mr KOUTSANTONIS: No, he doesn't look that young.

Time expired. The member for Hartley says, ‘Compare it to other states.’

And | will. Budgeted surplus, $52 million. Projected surplus-

Mr KOUTSANTONIS (West Torrens): The member for es, $126 million for the year 2005-06. | know they hate
Light is one of the most decent members of parliament whorhearing it, Mr Speaker. $137 million for 2006-07 and
| have ever met. He is an honest, good man and | hav&165 million for 2007-08. This is the only state in Australia
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that has projected surpluses for the next four years. In factioters would have known exactly what to do. They would
our opponents on the other side of the chamber have nevlave lined up day after day. But, unfortunately, they worked
once produced a surplus. If they even dreamed abothe switch on us and put Rob Kerin in. But we are the
producing surpluses, they had better apologise. | am vergovernment of the day and | am looking forward to the next
proud of this budget. What | am most proud of is the 200election to see the tide just wash in. The great thing about a
police, more police than South Australia has ever had in itfandslide election is that it cleans out dead wood.
history, thanks to this government. And we are not recruiting Ms Breuer: It left a fair bit, though.
them at election time. We are recruiting against attrition and Mr KOUTSANTONIS: No, we have not had our
we made the announcement mid-term, something the membleindslide yet: it is coming. There is a reckoning coming for
for Hartley just cannot contemplate. the opposition. It should have come in 2002, but the reckon-
How can he put itin his newsletter near the election? Weng is coming. The whirlwind is coming. And they can see it
are doing it because we deserve it: because South Australiabsming. They can see the whirlwind. The member for
want larger police forces. We have increased our healthartley—the lion of Hartley, out there at Lochiel Park
budget by over half a billion dollars. Is this done in anhugging trees, thanking Pat Conlon for being there to save
election year? No, it is done mid-term. Again, the member fothem when he could not.
Hartley cannot contemplate it. The member for Hartley has  An honourable member interjecting:
only two years left in this place, given that he is going to lose  Mr KOUTSANTONIS: The Day After Tomorrow, that’s
his seat to the candidate we are going to choose. We probabiight. The thing | am most proud of is our health spending.
cannot win the member for Kavel's seat. Stages 2 and 3 of the QEH are going ahead because there is
Mrs Hall: You said that last time. a Rann Labor government in place. They are going ahead
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: No, I never said that last time. because we are committed to not just making policy an-
I had different views. But | think this time he is in major nouncements and delaying spending: we actually commit the
trouble and, if | was him, | would be like the member for money and the capital works and we do it. If we say we are
Mawson and go out doorknocking every weekend. Thepening hospital beds, we open them. If we say we will
member for Morialta will also be in a bit of trouble. | was employ more nurses, we employ them. More cops on the
having a look over her figures, too, just casually looking abeat: we employ them. We do not just make promises, we go
the polling booth results, the redistribution, the demographiout and do it. | understand how the opposition hates this, but
change and the enrolment changes since the last election, ahe fact is that when the whirlwind comes and they lose their
I have to say that | would also be out doorknocking if | wasseats and they are sitting quietly at home in the darkness, they
the member for Morialta. | think the tide will be lapping at will realise why they lost. Making a commitment is one thing,
her feet. | am not sure it will overtake her, but it will definite- but actions always speak louder than words. This government
ly be lapping at her feet. It will definitely sweep away a will always stand on its record, because we are not ashamed
number of members. | have nothing but sympathy for thenof our record. We are very proud of it.
but, given that they are all in the old superannuation scheme,
I will not be crying too much for them—unlike some of us ~ Mr SCALZI (Hartley): The last words of the member for
who have to work until we are 55. Given that | am 32, it is Torrens and the Attorney-General were that they would get
going to be a tough slog. me back a teacher’s position. With that | would like to teach
Opposition members have been crying foul about childhem a little bit of basic economics now. You do not have to
protection. | do not doubt their commitment to child protec-go back to the classroom to be a teacher. | would like to add
tion, because | think every South Australian is concerned little more to what | said yesterday evening about this
about any child who is being abused, no matter whictbudget. As | said then, if this was about balancing the budget,
government is in office at the time. The government is doingpr getting a AAA credit rating and nominally balancing the
all it can to try to do what it can for these children. That is notbudget, the government would have achieved its purpose.
just throwing money at the problem, although we haveHowever, as | said previously, a budget is an instrument. It
thrown a great deal of money at the problem. And thes atool to get the economy going and to get the best possible
opposition has criticised that. | ask members opposite toutcome. This budget, although it has addressed some of the
contemplate this: they want us to spend $30 million orissues in health (especially the crisis), has failed to do what
$40 million on a royal commission. | can understand whyit needs to do in restructuring to make sure that we do not
they want a royal commission but the question is: if you werdollow crisis with crisis.
a fiscal conservative as the Liberals claim to be, although Justto mention child protection, | acknowledge that some
they are reckless spenders like drunken sailors—tax angioney has been put in there, but it is a bit rich when, today,
spend Liberals—would you not prefer the $40 million wasthe government talked about the Layton report and asked why
spent on child protection? the opposition did not do anything when they commissioned
Would members opposite not rather have that money spettiat report but did not address the issues or change legislation
on child protection? If they were serious; if the former until they were forced to 18 months later. That is a bit rich.
premier was serious about child protection, in his 18 months Today | wish to deal with the areas for which | have been
as premier—how long was he premier for? When was Johgiven responsibility by the leader, namely, TAFE, further
Olsen found to be corrupt and had to resign in disgrace@ducation and youth. | will just touch on those because we
When was that? will examine those areas a little closer during estimates.
Members interjecting: Members opposite rightly say that | am a teacher. | am still
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: No, | was more upset than the a member of the Australian Education Union, and | support
honourable member. He was worth 5 per cent minimum. the union in many ways. | might not agree with everything
was devastated when he left, because my one piece dfsays, but | think it is important to belong to employee
campaign material if John Olsen was still Premier was goin@rganisations. | see that as no different to belonging to the
to be, ‘John Olsen as Premier: vote accordingly.” And the_aw Society or the Australian Medical Association. Teaching
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is a noble profession. | would like to quote what the President Time expired.
of the state AEU, Andrew Gohl, says about the government'’s
budget, as follows: Mrs MAYWALD (Chaffey): | rise to contribute to this
.. . the government has not made education the priority the"évance debate on th_e budget. | will refer to the budget in
claim it to be. hree different areas. First | congratulate the government on
This is the peak body representing teachers. He further statég:e measures it has introduced in taxation relief, particularly
in'relation to payroll tax. Payroll tax has had a particularly

It is reassuring that the needs of early education are beingagative impact on business growth in this state for a very
gcae?l#g:}%/;zg?g‘nﬁr]ei?e, 28?;25 %?Xﬁrimems $35 million InVeStmenItong time. Whilst payroll tax relief is minimal in respect of
. . percentage, it has quite a significant investment back into the
note that he says it is spread thinly— business sector. Reducing the payroll tax rate by a mere
will be of importance to the neediest of our childrenHowever it 0.27 per cent will cost revenue $94 million over four years,
delivers disappointingly little for families with children inyear 4 or 1\ that is $94 million which will be returned to the business
higher. ) sector, and | believe this to be a terrific investment in
When it comes to TAFE, these are the key concerns: assisting business to move forward into the next years in
No support for TAFE. This is a grave oversight on the part of therelation to their economic growth. Payroll tax is still not as
government and will do nothing to assist young people making th¢gw as in other states, and | think we need to continue to put

transition from school to employment. Furthermore, the governmel}s ; ;
intends to sacrifice an asset of major cultural importance fo ressure on the government to consider further relief as the

Aboriginal education, its Wakefield Street property for indigenousy®ar's go by. Victoria, for example, has 5.25 per cent, and |
TAFE students. The $1.5 million they hope to raise will go into believe that we should be looking to ensuring that businesses

indigenous TAFE programs, butitis a pyrrhic solution to sell alonghere in South Australia can compete on a level playing field
term asset to fund a short term program. with other states when it comes to taxation measures.
It further states: The stamp duty relief for first home buyers is also very
No money has been allocated to implement the career educati@P0d news. Of course, the lease duty and cheque duty relief
trials known as Futures Connect, from 2005. It means what has beés part of the intergovernmental agreement with the GST and
a successful trial may remain just that—a trial only that may nevefs another reduction in the taxation impost on business which
be implemented in our schools. will have significant benefits for the business community. It
The shadow minister for education has clearly said, as has tiealso good to see that the government is continuing to look
AEU, that special education has been ignored. The AEU hast achieving a AAA rating. An enormous amount of emphasis
been ignored. Areas of disability are increasing, and on@as been put on the AAA rating by the Treasurer, and the
would have thought that with the total numbers of student®\AA rating is important as long as the emphasis is balanced
decreasing these matters would have been addressed.  against meeting the needs of the community in relation to the
Regarding the areas relating to youth, | commend thether goods and services provided by the government.
conservation corps announced by the minister today. It i&eeping the budget in surplus over the coming years is a very
important that we get young people involved in that and, asound budget principle, and | commend the government for
a member of Trees for Life and Greening Australia, | supporits work in that area.
those initiatives. What concerns me is that the department of The next area | want to refer to is core spending. Core
youth is put with the general health portfolio and, whilst wespending is the fundamental basis on which the government
have to address the small number of those youth at risk, it generally judged in respect of its budget initiatives. | have
think it is important to recognise and give a voice to the youttsaid time and time again, on budget after budget, health is the
in general. Itis important that we recognise that young peoplkey area where this state continues to under-perform.
are not just our future, but that young people are our presenitiowever, we are not alone. | think all states are really
It is important that we recognise them. My belief is thatstruggling with meeting the needs of our communities in
recognition is a prerequisite to encouraging young people teelation to health funding. The extra money the government
participate in and contribute to our society. So, | was veryhas applied to health has been applied mostly to the metro-
pleased to see their involvement in the youth parliament angolitan areas, and | do not believe country health will benefit
acknowledge the importance of the young men leaders arat all from this budget. We are looking at $8.7 million as an
young women leaders programs. overall increase for next year, and that will result in about a
It is important to support schools in the education of2 per centincrease, whilst cost pressures are running at about
students representative councils. A very good example in m§.7 per cent. So, it will be a particularly tough year for
electorate is the Norwood-Morialta High School, which doescountry health.
excellent work with young people. In fact, students fromthat However, | recognise that the real pressures on the health
school spend a day here in Parliament House every year gystem are manifested in the deficiencies within the metro-
recognise the leadership group in that school. At the primarpolitan area. Whilst | appreciate that fact, | would hate to see
school level, | also recognise the excellent work done by theountry health suffer at the expense of metropolitan health.
Marden and East Torrens primary schools with studenThe important thing for this government to recognise is that,
representative councils. However, in my electorate, | anover many years, country health has been cutting services to
concerned that | am still waiting for the development of themeet and manage the budgets as best they possibly can. We
former Hectorville kindy on the East Torrens Primary Schoolhave come to the bottom of the bickie barrel, and there is very
site and would like to know what is going to happen. | amlittle room to move now. It is very difficult for our country
really concerned that we are spending millions of dollars ahospitals and health services to meet the needs and expecta-
the Sturt Street School when East Marden Primary School hagns of their communities, even in the most basic sense,
to provide additional funding for the cost of asbestos andinder the current budget pressures. | believe we will see in
white ant treatment. That is white-anting the hard work ofcountry health some significant problems over the next
parents for their children— 12 months.



2430 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Wednesday 2 June 2004

Education, of course, is another key area. | commend thikuild the 15 extra aged care beds that it is looking to provide.
government for its effort in reducing class sizes over recenit has funding for them from the commonwealth and, without
years and putting emphasis on early intervention and literache support of the government for this loan, it would not be
learning within our school system. At the last election thisable to go ahead and build the facilities to make use of that
was a key area where the community identified they wantedommonwealth funding, so | am very pleased to see that.
extra funding and support. | am pleased to see that there has There is one other matter that | would like to talk about,
been a reaction to that community drive and that we arand | touched upon it during last week’s censure motion on
seeing the government invest in those areas significantlyhe Minister for Health. It concerns our capacity as a state to
There are certainly areas where, under the previous goverbe able to meet the needs and requirements of our commun-
ment and the transition to the new government, the P2ity. Our taxation revenue in this state is about 28 per cent of
system has not necessarily manifested in good outcomes four actual expenditure. Our grants and capital grants from the
schools, particularly in country areas. | am talking about assetommonwealth are about 52 per cent. We have very little
management and schools which are now struggling tenargin to increase, and we need to engage in debate with the
understand how their budgets are going to work and how thegommonwealth as to what are appropriate services for this
are going to meet the asset management plans they estaltate to be managing. Health is one area where we need to be
lished during the P21 process. There are also some real issusmsidering the possibility of the commonwealth taking over
in relation to core funding for schools. Smaller schools tendhe running of our public hospitals.
to get a significant benefit over and above medium sized We just do not have the capacity within our taxation base
schools, and the basic funding formula needs to be addressed.meet the needs and expectations of our communities. As
Schools with 200 or 300 children are at a significant disadthose expectations grow, as the need for our health services
vantage compared with schools with fewer than 50 studentgrows with an ageing population, and as the need for newer
or thereabouts. and more expensive technology increases, our capacity to

It is really good to see that the government has seen thaise those funds even to mark time let alone go forwards
error of its ways and restored the funding to the FarmBiswith our health services is extremely limited, if available to
project. It was very short-sighted, in my view, when twous at all. As a parliament and as a state we need to be
years ago the government cut this very worthwhile programprogressing that debate with great gusto. We need to be
It resulted in not only cuts from the state government budge¢ngaging with the commonwealth to ensure better outcomes
but, for every dollar that the state government cut, we lost or health in the future.
dollar from the commonwealth. That was a very short-sighted
approach from this government and | am pleased to see that The Hon. |.F. EVANS (Davenport): | want to use my
it has restored funding to ensure that we can maximise odime to address a matter that | went to Queensland to look at
return from the commonwealth and invest in future sustainearlier this year, and that is train noise. | want to talk about
ability of our farms and upskilling of our farming and thattrip to Queensland and about the fact that the government
horticulture communities. | believe in this very strongly has not provided any money in the budget to deal with the
because, if we are going to move towards sustainability andoise of train wheel squealing that occurs in my electorate.
improving production by maintaining the best possibleEarlier in the year | took a trip to Queensland to look at a
outcomes for our resources, we need to have farmers who canmber of matters, train noise being one, and it was interest-
make money. We will not get investment in environmentaling to note that in built-up residential areas of Brisbane with
outcomes if we do not have people on the land actuallpopulations of reasonable size not dissimilar to my electorate
making money. they had a problem with train noise. The Queensland

I turn now to the Chaffey Theatre. For a long time wegovernment’s response has been to introduce a code of
have been looking to get funding to invest in the Chaffeyconduct through the EPA that is binding on the various train
Theatre upgrade. | am pleased to see that there is an invesperators in that area. That is something that we do not have
ment in our country theatres because they are the hub of thie South Australia, and the Queensland response was most
regional communities, in a lot of ways, and our Chaffeyinteresting.

Theatre has been looking very tired for a very long time. | am  Part of that response to the noise caused by the trains has
pleased to see that that funding has been allocated to the fooeen to erect timber barriers along the railway line to try to
regional theatres. reduce the noise that reaches the residents. While that has had

Returning to health, the investment in nursing rosters irsome impact on noise reduction, and while the residents |
country areas is a good initiative. That will assist in helpingspoke to were generally appreciative of the fact that the
to ease some of the cost pressures in regional areas but it dggs/ernment had at least made an attempt to reduce the noise
not go anywhere near to what is needed to alleviate the coahd generally held the view that it did have some impact on
pressures that they will be experiencing in other areas of theiroise reduction, it did create another issue for the residents
budget. There is an extra $1.7 million for the patient assistbecause the timber barriers, which are three or four metres
ance transport scheme, and that is also a very good initiativligh, have become graffiti screens. So, even though the train
More and more people are having to travel to the city fomoise has been reduced, these long lines of train noise screens
major surgery and, as our population ages, particularly ifmmave become graffiti screens for the graffiti artists to write
country areas, which are seeing a greater increase in tlikeir messages on.
ageing population, that necessitates a significant amount of That has had a negative impact in the community, as well,
travel to and from Adelaide for necessary care. The patierdnd the general view was that, if the barriers that were erected
assistance transport scheme is a crucial part of their beingecame graffiti screens, they did not want them. In good
able to afford and access that medical assistance. faith, the government has attempted to address the train noise,

The loan that has been provided to the Renmark hospitalcreens being part of the answer, only to find that it has
is also a welcome part of the budget. That provides thereated another problem for the electors or the residents in
Renmark Paringa District Hospital with the opportunity tothat area. The reason it is of interest to me is that the main



Wednesday 2 June 2004 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 2431

Adelaide-Melbourne line runs through the electorate ofity streets. That is an option that would be available. | raise
Davenport. It is one of the steepest and most winding railwaghis issue in the context of the grievance debate on the budget,
lines in the Southern Hemisphere. With the increase in freightecause | can see nothing relating to it in the budget and,
travelling on the Adelaide-Melbourne line, trains are nowduring estimates, | will quiz the Treasurer on this issue. |
heavy and over a kilometre long. Some years ago, thknow that the house might be sick of my raising this matter
authorities of the day took the decision to replace the timbefrom time to time, but it is very serious for the hundred or so
sleepers with concrete ones. From that moment on, mfamilies who have registered on my mailing list. That gives
electorate has complained quite significantly about the levedn indication that it is not an insignificant matter for the
of rail squeal from certain carriages on certain trains. Thelectorate. | acknowledge that there is no magic wand
residents’ theory is that the concrete sleepers do not absosblution. In the future, there may be an opportunity to look
the vibration as well as the timber sleepers and, for somat other countries that have a similar problem of train noise.
reason, that creates an environment that allows this very loudowever, it is disappointing that nothing is highlighted in the
and ear-piercing squeal to develop. government’s budget in relation to this matter. Certainly, it
Residents in my electorate have raised with me (and | havis a major problem in my electorate, and we will continue to
raised this with the government) the concept of puttingry to have it addressed. There is no doubt in my mind that
barriers on their property as a trial to see whether they wilpeople’s health and property values are being affected by the
reduce the noise. Mrs Wicks from Eden Hills talked aboutoperation of the line through the Adelaide Hills. | hope that
erecting a concrete barrier at the back of her property to sest some stage in the future we can find a solution for what is
whether that would affect the train noise in her home. Hem very complicated problem.
property and that of her daughter next door are probably the
two worst affected, because they are very close to the railway Mrs GERAGHTY (Torrens): | want to speak briefly
line and are at a slightly lower level than the engines wherbout—
they pass through. At this stage, the government has not seen The Hon. I.F. Evans: Train noise?
fit to come to the party and attempt a trial. Mrs GERAGHTY: Well, | do have some information
This week | raised this issue by way of a question, and kbout the various ways in which people have resolved train
noted the Minister for Health's response. | now intend tonoise which the member for Davenport might find interesting.
write to her asking that the environmental people in hel agree that it is a problem. | want to talk about the focus of
department make some judgment about whether the traihis budget, and | believe that we have focused on the issues
operators are putting the health of the citizens at risk becausgkat are of great concern—certainly to Labor governments
of the lack of action in relation to the noise. | have visited theand to people in the community. Itis nice to see that we have
sites and listened to the level of noise that some of thesabalanced budget, and those in our community who are most
carriages and trains generate. The engine noise is not threneed are well served by it. The balance between commun-
main problem about which | get complaints: it is the wheelity need and sound financial management has clearly been
squeal. | accept that this is a very difficult problem to try tostruck. Following on from the remarks by member for Colton,
address. The carriages of trains are of different lengths antiam honoured to represent the interests of what | believe are
with different weight and loading configurations, they will some of the hardest working public schools in the state.
sometimes squeal and sometimes not. The problem is that | have spoken on many occasions of the achievements of
you have to identify which carriage squealed and under whichchools within my electorate that cater to the needs of some
circumstances. | accept the authorities’ argument that it is extremely poor and disadvantaged communities; schools such
difficultissue. It needs to be addressed, but | can see nothirgs Northfield Primary, Gilles Plains Primary, Hampstead
in the budget that touches on this issue. Primary, Hillcrest Primary, Dernancourt schools, Klemzig
There is a funded program for the residents aroundPrimary, Ross Smith Secondary, and Windsor Gardens
Adelaide Airport for the installation of double-glazing and Vocational College produce exceptional results despite the
soundproofing, and there is a noise reduction programonsiderable difficulties they may encounter at times. It is
generally, funded by taxpayers at some level. | understandiitting then that this government has again increased educa-
might be the federal government, because the airport wa#n spending to better assist our public schools. The increase
federally owned property when the program was announcedh education spending for each government student is most
I know that this is an issue throughout the seat of Heysen, anglelcome. It is unfair to expect students to thrive in the
| suspect that on occasions it might be an issue in the seat absence of adequate resources. Of course, the gaining of
Kavel. Ultimately, of course, the answer is to pick up theknowledge is only one part of the education equation. The
railway line one day in the future and move it out of the environment in which students learn is just as important. The
Adelaide Hills, leaving the passenger service but taking thallocation of $12 million per annum for school maintenance,
freight line and bringing it through the north of Adelaide. If in addition to the completion of the $17 million targeted asset
you were designing a train service today, would you run ipprogram announced in 2002-2003, will do a great deal to
over the steepest part of the state and through a watenaintain school infrastructure, and is a positive step to
catchment, a bushfire prone area and a heavily populateghsuring that public school students are learning in a
area? The answer is: you would not run your freight linecomfortable, safe and well-maintained school environment.

through there. Literacy is an essential life skill. Without it, access to
Ms Ciccarello: And then you can take your trucks off many of life’s opportunities and enjoyments are greatly
Portrush Road. diminished. It is appalling that some young people reach high

The Hon. I.LF. EVANS: Well, you could; the member for school without the ability to communicate effectively and to
Norwood is quite right. You could have a transport terminalread and write properly. And in a world where the ability to
somewhere near Callington, where many of the trucks couldommunicate can mean the difference between a doorway
load onto the train and be carried around the north ofind a wall the provision within this budget of an extra
Adelaide, which would remove some of the traffic from the $35 million over four years for Early Years Literacy is
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recognition of the importance of laying a solid foundation inthis government is serious about the safety and wellbeing of
literacy. South Australia’s children.

These measures will result in an extra 125 teachers being Every community wants to know that it is safe and the
employed for the purpose of improving the literacy of junior provision of funding for an extra 200 police officers in
primary students, and an important aspect of the early literacyddition to normal recruiting is a welcome measure, taking
program is additional school classroom support with an extr¢ghe overall number of SAPOL officers to nearly 4 000, which
60 teachers providing one-to-one support for year onés clearly reflecting the community’s desire for a greater
students experiencing difficulties with literacy learning. Itis police presence. These officers will be allocated to a range of
so important to get these skills right at an early age and ndtifferent areas throughout SAPOL including metropolitan and
just develop an ability to read but to develop a love of readingountry patrols, which will do much to boost and support our
as well. Of course our students needs books to read and tpelice capabilities. We have allocated additional funding to
$2.17 million worth of funding will ensure that they do, and legal services, in addition to the increases that were there in
I know that all of the government schools within my elector-2002-2003. The extra funding to police and to the DPP will
ate are really looking forward to making those purchases. mean a greater rate of offenders being apprehended and

Itis pleasing to see that the Gilles Plains TAFE Campusuccessfully prosecuted.
is to benefit from a redevelopment of its veterinary and |would like to mention an important issue to me and that
applied science facilities. The project, with an initial estimat-is the One Million Trees Program, and the government'’s
ed cost of $10 million, will refurbish existing under-utilised financial commitment to ensuring that more than 400 000
accommodation to provide new and expanded facilities fonew trees will be planted this winter, and a further 300 000
the VASC. These improved facilities will significantly planted in 2005-2006. The benefit to air and water quality as
improve the provision of veterinary and applied sciencewell as the restoration of naturally occurring vegetation and
training through the Gilles Plains campus and this boost thiodiversity is a worthy pursuit. | certainly believe that it is
vocational education facilities is certainly greatly welcomed.money that will be well spent.

These measures are yet another aspect of the government'sin conclusion, | would like to say that, in my opinion, and
commitment to the provision of quality education and it is| am sure in our community’s opinion (I have heard that from
wonderful that initiatives such as the Premier's Readingonstituents who have rung me), this is a good budget.
Challenge, which | have enjoyed talking to schools aboutClearly, it puts the community and our children first and as
attempts to develop a culture of reading and a love of booksur main priority, and it is really a budget for all South
amongst our young people. Certainly this substantiahustralians. | believe it is for both metropolitan and country
contribution of resources to provide assistance will benefiSouth Australians. | have been listening to the debate over the
those who are most in need. Our government is providingast couple of days, and it is a bit of a shame that the
more resources and more teachers. As the Treasurer statedisposition continues to talk about a divide between rural and
his second reading speech it ensures that: metropolitan South Australia because, whether we live in the

South Australian children have the best chances in life andmetropolitan area or in the country, we all contribute to the
importantly, that the government is supporting them through thevell-being of our state. Thankfully, our government recognis-

provision of a good quality public education. ~ es that and is governing for everyone who lives in this
And as grandmother | am very proud to be able to participateonderful state. | would like to hear us talk more about
in that. working together as opposed to being divided.

Something that is of great community concern is ourTime expired.
health system. A good health system is a priority for our
government. We have provided additional monies to reduce Mr GOLDSWORTHY (Kavel): It certainly gives me
elective surgery waiting lists and dental waiting lists topleasure to be able to continue my remarks from my second
relieve the discomfort and pain that many people areeading contribution of the other night. | started talking about
suffering. The extra $48.2 million for the replacement andssues regarding Family and Youth Services (FAYS). My
upgrade of bio medical equipment is an investment in qualitelectorate office has a considerable amount to do with FAY'S.
of care and will ensure that staff in our public hospitals aré/NVe have a small branch of FAYS in Mount Barker, but our
working with tools that are not merely adequate but aremain regional office is in Murray Bridge. Quite a consider-
excellent. The implementation of the Open Architectureable number of constituents contact my electorate office in
Clinical Information systems, allowing our hospitals to sharerelation to Family and Youth Services. It appears to me that
patient information between other hospitals, as well as GPis is a clear indication of how terribly under-resourced this
and community health care providers, will result in greategency is, and | think it is reflected in the level of discontent
efficiencies in the provision of medical care. | have seen thi®f which my constituents certainly advise me and my
work elsewhere and | think it is essential, because the systealectorate staff, so much so that on a number of occasions |
is designed to improve flows between providers whichhave had to take up a constituent’s concerns with FAYS
ensures better and, more importantly, safer care for peopleffice, and write directly to the Minister for Families and

The extra $148.1 million being spent on child protectionCommunities (I think that is the new title of the new portfolio
is much needed and shows that our government is seriotisat is responsible for FAYS), highlighting the constituent’s
about the protection of our children. This will also give 183.5concerns in an effort to see some resolution of the difficulties
additional full-time equivalent positions in child protection, that my constituents have with the FAYS caseworkers.
the provision of $36.1 million over four years for the reform | am not necessarily blaming the FAYS caseworkers: | am
of FAYS, the allocation of $1.7 million over four years for blaming the government for the lack of resources that it puts
the creation of a Guardian for Children and Young Peopleinto the agency. | guess it is reasonably good news that the
and $9.2 million over four years for early intervention government has been dragged kicking and screaming again
support workers for high need families. These are just somia this budget and that it has sought to fund and resource
of a comprehensive raft of measures which clearly show thgfrom memory) 168 new social workers into the FAYS
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agency. That is obviously not before time because, fronthat traffic flow. That is a totally unacceptable situation in
talking to the caseworkers, it is a clear indication of the needhis day and age.

Caseworkers in FAYS have privately and confidentially told At the barest minimum, automated stop lights should be
to me—obviously, no names have been mentioned, and | aarected on that school crossing so that the children do not
not going to tell you what office it was; it was not Murray have to put the sign out on the road; they can press a button.
Bridge but another FAYS office around the metropolitanWhat is needed is a pedestrian crossing. It would not be
area—that they just do not have the actual physical time—theifficult because the lights, the power source and the cabling
number of hours in the day—to meet the needs that they hawre there. Instead of flashing lights with a 25 km/h sign on
before them. them, all they have to do is replace them with a set of traffic

One lady | spoke to said that on average she had to finéghts. That is the barest minimum that is required. But |
a bed to sleep in for 15 adolescents every night. She sai§annot get this government to act on it. However, | can tell
‘Honestly, it takes me all day and half the evening to find anembers one thing: as long as | am in this place, and as long
bed for these people.’ For whatever reasons, they have tak@g thatis anissue, I will be hammering away at it for the time
off from home and so on. | am not defending those adolesd! takes to have it fixed.
ent’s actions, but | am trying to give examples to the house About 10 metres down the road we have the Woodside
to illustrate the tremendous pressure that Family and Youtfain road intersection. Significant residential development
Services is under. It is reasonably encouraging news that tfgtaking place in the Nairne township and, sooner rather than
government has looked to improve the resourcing of thaleter, we will need a set of traffic lights at that ‘T" junction.
agency, but | can tell you, sir, that it is not before time. Therdf that is put in place (I know it will cost money), we can
is every indication that FAYS was in absolute crisis modedispense with the school crossing completely. It just takes the
and, again, the government has acted at the very last m@ill and the commitment of the people from Transport SA to
ment—probably too late to address the problem. As th&et off their butts and get up there and look at it, and to take
Deputy Premier acknowledged, it is going to take some timéotice of the consultant's report and the option which has
for these people initially to be sourced, to locate them, to hir@een put forward and which talks about some compulsory
them, to train them and to get them in those offices, on th@cquisition.  am not even advocating that at the moment. All

ground, helping those people who are in desperate need bvant is a decent set of traffic lights at that intersection in
assistance through that agency. order to improve the safety of the schoolchildren and also to

| want to raise an issue which | spoke about in the housanage the traffic a lot better than it is currently managed.

two or three weeks ago and which relates to the Nairne
Primary School crossing on the main road running through‘-r
Nairne. It is called the Princess Highway; it is the oldk
Adelaide to Melbourne Highway. Anybody who has drivenf- : : : : : .

X s ; ~financially viable while at the same time paying attention to
through the Adelaide Hills in that part of the region will addressir):g the needs of the most vulnergbI):e ir?the commun-

certainly know the road | am referring to. This situation hazg_ We know that at times we are not able to meet the needs

Ms THOMPSON (Reynell): | wish to commend the
easurer for managing a very difficult balancing job. We
now that he has committed himself to making this state

been an issue for a number of years. | know it was an issy all those who voice them, particularly in the health area.

which concerned the previous government and about whichy, o o yner for Chaffey has alluded to the fact that health
it was aware. Consultancy work was undertaken; a consultagg1

was engaged to look at the situation and come up with so
different options. The school community, the greater Nairn%
town community, Transport SA, the District Council of services readily available

Mount Barker and all the stakeholders have agreed on one | note that the Generational Health Review pointed out

option. i ) ) __ that Sydney has but one hospital for a population the size of
We find that, again, Transport SA which has the administhe whole of metropolitan Adelaide, which has five hospitals,
tration of that road and which is responsible for that maimand that extra expenses are involved in running five hospitals.
road through Nairne, is not willing to apply the required many were fearful that the Generational Health Review
resources and Cap|tal works fund|ng to see improvements f%ould lead to a closure of hospitalsy because people had
that crossing. | was there yesterday morning with journalistyecome very accustomed to the convenience of their local
from the local Hills newspapefhe Courier, and | gave them  hospital. But the government has committed to maintaining
some information about it. There is quite a good articleie  those hospitals, while at the same time directing more funding
Courier today that highlights my concerns about that issugo primary health care. | would like us not to have such busy
and those of the local community, and several weeksTago  hospitals and for there to be no waiting lists—not because
Courier ran an article highlighting the school principal’s everyone was having the procedures that they needed: |
aﬂd I’aVing abOUt an ISSUG |t |S the SChOOI, the prinCipa|, thﬂeed the procedures to start W|th
town and the local council all looking for some action from  This week, the Minister for Health announced some
the government. further initiatives with respect to smoking, which is the cause
There are 25 km/h flashing lights on the road and theyf the most preventable health crisis. Some 75 000 hospital
operate the old hand-held lollipop signs, and Transport SA®eds per year could be saved if we could cut smoking. The
response was, ‘They have all been trained by the police, arfiidget enables us to address some of those issues. Not
they all know what they are doing.’ That is all very well, but everything is able to be addressed this time: we still have
there are thousands of east-west vehicular movements on thhaaissive needs in the area of housing. But at least this
road every day—there are semitrailers, heavy vehicles; a lgjovernment is developing a state housing plan instead of just
of heavy freight comes through there—and we have younturching from crisis to crisis, and we will have a clear
primary schoolchildren of 11 or 12 years of age controllingdirection in relation to housing.

n be a bottomless pit, particularly in a community with an
geing population and particularly in the South Australian
ommunity, which has become accustomed to having hospital



2434 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Wednesday 2 June 2004

We finally have a clear direction with respect to child stopped being an outgoing, socially gregarious person
protection. It would have been obvious to any member obecause he was so humiliated by the odour from his mouth,
parliament who had listened to their constituents for somérom his decaying teeth, and from the look of his mouth.
time that FAYS was in a crisis situation. But, again, under thé=ortunately, | was able get care for that person, but | know
previous government we just lurched from crisis to crisisthat many people who do not come to me have that problem,
Now we have a direction. There are many challenges tand $4.5 million to address dental waiting lists is really
overcome in realising that direction, not the least of which (asmportant.
some members opposite have mentioned) is finding suitable Another area that | am really pleased to welcome, as the
workers to staff the new system. Treasurer is here, is the $750 000 for the anti-graffiti blitz in

However, this government is committed to ensuring thathe southern suburbs. The Treasurer, the Minister for the
its visions are realised. | am confident that we will identify Southern Suburbs, the Premier and others have been made
different ways of attracting skilled social workers to work in well aware of my concern to redress the damage done by
the system. | know of many who have left, particularly overgraffiti in the south over many years. Recent efforts instigated
the last 10 years, because they felt that they were gettingy the Office for the Southern Suburbs of bringing together
absolutely nowhere. Some of them have moved interstatepuncil and various agencies to undertake a coordinated
some of them have moved overseas. When they can seecampaign against graffiti have been effective. The public has
system that they know to be working, that they know to bebeen more inclined to report graffiti, the clean-ups are quicker
providing care for children and support for families, they will and the increase in graffiti is down. But the legacy of years
return. They are interested in working in jobs where there aref painting over graffiti makes the place look unattractive.
clear outcomes and job satisfaction. We are addressing some The south is a beautiful place: it has great natural assets,
of the major problems, but there are two issues that | want thut at the moment its built environment is clouded by the
focus on particularly in relation to the south. One is thesigns of years of graffiti. | am hopeful that many young
impact of the health budget on the south, with one of the kepeople will engage themselves in the Clean Slate blitz and the
initiatives being the $30 million to Flinders Medical Centre’s general initiatives to create a new environment in the south,
emergency department. one that is clearly welcoming, pleasant, harmonious and

The pressures on the emergency department at Flindepgaceful: a built environment that reflects the beauty of our
Medical Centre for many years have been extreme. Thaatural environment, where all people can feel safe and
member for Fisher noted the other day that he has had fabmfortable and where young people can also feel part of the
fewer complaints from constituents waiting on hospitalcommunity and not feel that they have to run around defacing
trolleys over the last couple of years than he had in thehe community to make their point. We want them to be
previous time. That has also been my experience. Howevenvolved: this money gives them the opportunity to do so.
we are not pretending in any way that the Flinders Medical
Centre emergency department has been providing optimal Mrs HALL (Morialta): | am pleased to make a brief
service. The issue is not simply to throw money but also teontribution to this grievance debate, particularly as it is in
work out better ways of attending to the needs of patientthe august presence of the Treasurer, who has been so
attending the Flinders Medical Centre. Fortunately, this igoundly commended by the former speaker the member for
being done. The team at FMC emergency department hdgeynell. However, | am not going to be quite so complimen-
started identifying different ways of dealing with the high tary to the Treasurer, and | know that this will not come as a
case load that comes through that area, ensuring that peosigrprise to him. From my perspective, for a Treasurer who is
do not wait for hours and hours just because their conditio@bsolutely awash with money, | find that some of the issues
is not critical. raised during the debate over the last few days are of great

It is still important and needs to be attended to in aconcern.
systematic way. But the new initiatives of over $7 million per |1 would like to give one particular example of something
year for four years will introduce 70 extra staff to the FMC that has happened to me as the member for Morialta. | am
emergency department, which will enable better systems teure that the Treasurer will be very interested in it and | guess
be put in place to deal with those presenting. This includethat he would have had a different perspective in the answers
security staff as well as doctors and nursing staff, to ensurthat he would have given. | had a discussion with a constitu-
that matters progress in an orderly manner in that area. Thent of mine who made some points when he came to visit me
creation of the Acute Assessment Unit, a 20-bed short stagfter the budget had been delivered. He actually wanted to
unit, will also be extremely useful in that regard. Theknow, in the politest of terms, what was in the budget for him
extension of the ACIS mental health service to 24 hours andr how specifically it was going to affect him, because he said
$13.811 million for that is also of great benefit to people inthat he had heard on radio and seen on television that it was
the south. The area of mental health is one that | do still gea budget for everyone.
many phone calls about, and improvements for ACIS and He said he was absolutely aware that South Australia was
other avenues of community-based care are really important a good financial position; after all, tax revenue was rolling

So, too, is the $4.5 million to reduce dental waiting lists.in following a boom time in the property market. He had
One of the things that | find least enticing about my work asheard the Treasurer on radio repeating that the state was
an MP is when constituents who are desperately waiting folooking at a AAA credit rating and he had heard all about the
dental care offer to come and show me their teeth so thatGST money that was being received by the states. He said
can see for myself their urgent need for treatment! | think ifthat he was looking forward to seeing what benefits at a
I had wanted to look into people’s mouths all the time Ipersonal level there maybe in it for him. This young man is
would have become a dentist. | recognise the pain that thege his late twenties. He is very healthy looking. He is very
people suffer. | recognise that they also undergo social traumatelligent and | have to say that he is good-looking. He is
and humiliation. | have had people in my office where thealso looking to buy his first home. He currently resides in a
wife has told me that her husband had become reclusive, hauice rental property in the local area. He owns a car and likes
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to catch the bus to work in the city each day because ha disproportionate number of women who are losing their
figures that is better for him, and he is very conscious of thgobs. The latest figures show that there is more than 11 000
environment. women in the South Australian work force who have lost
So, when this particular constituent asked me what was itheir full-time jobs, and when you think about the numbers
the budget for him, I have to say that | was a bit surprised abf women who are employed across our state, and those who
the answers that | managed to very genuinely put togetheare involved in the retail sector and specifically in the
Firstly, | was quite saddened and then | got a bit crankyhospitality sector, | really am extremely concerned at the
because, for a young South Australian such as my constituemtplications for them into the future.
who should be at the stage in his life where he is taking Another issue which particularly affects my electorate and
advantage of many opportunities, it was not a great story twhich | would like to raise again—and | know members have
tell. I had to tell him that, in my view, it was not a budget for heard me ask questions and talk about this over a number of
everyone. | told this young man to try to get out of renting hisyears—is the future of the Magill Youth Training Centre. It
home as soon as possible, that land tax was crippling/as heralded in last year’s budget to be one of those projects
landlords because property values were soaring in our locghat was subject to the PPP environment and there were
area, and that before long | had no doubt that many landlordseveral million dollars allocated; however, this year in the
would have no option but to increase their rent substantiallypudget, the whole line has gone. At the moment there are
to keep up with tax payments. about 26 young people in that facility and, | would have to
| also told him to consider buying a home of his own. Thesay that for the staff and young people themselves, | would
Treasurer had announced some small stamp duty relief faeriously doubt that the facility passes any occupational
some first home buyers, but | told him that it was going to benealth and safety issues and tests that are applied to other
very difficult if he was going to look for a house in the government instrumentalities and institutions.
suburbs of Morialta where he would be hard-pressed to find | know that the Secretary of the PSA has been on about
anything in the price range that would be affected by thehis issue for some time, and | genuinely share her concern
stamp duty relief announced by the Treasurer. That has beet only for the staff but also for those young people who
well detailed by many speakers over the last few days. have to endure what is supposed to be some form of punish-
agreed with him when he said it was a shame that we did nahent and, hopefully, some form of rehabilitation. As the local
have the same stamp duty rates as other states. | also brakember, | invite the Treasurer to come out with me one day
the news to him that if he purchased his own property heo have a look at this facility. It is very much a 1960s and
could expect water charges that are 4.4 per cent higher tha®70s institution. | am sure the Treasurer would be as
the current charges to affect him pretty soon. The registratioshocked as most people are when they go out there and see
on his car waiting in the car park would be 3.8 per cent highethe fantastic job that is done by the staff, who are working in
while his licence would be 4.3 per cent more expensive aabsolutely appalling conditions. | genuinely plead with the
well. Treasurer to have a look, at some point, at what is going to
I then went on to warn him that | thought he had to behappen to that place. The land has been purchased,; it is sitting
careful in that car, because speeding fines had increased there as an asset. | understand that the purchase price at the
more than 3.6 per cent and, whilst | know that he is a verytime was $750 000. So, looking at the escalating values, | am
careful and balanced human being and that he would not ®ure the Treasurer could sell the land at a profit or, alterna-
speeding, the reality was that they were going to increase. H&ely, he could do something about relocating the Magill
would not want to catch a bus on a regular basis becauséuth Training Centre.
tickets were going to go up by about three per cent. My Another issue that concerns my electorate is the future of
constituent, as | am sure the Treasurer would understand, wege Marble Hill ruins. Over many years, the Friends of
absolutely shocked to hear these figures. He said to me, ‘Anidlarble Hill have done a fabulous job, putting in many hours
| thought this was a budget for everyone. | am worse off thamf voluntary work. | doubt that it would be possible to put a
when | started.’ This is a scenario that faces a great numbelollar figure on the contribution they have made to that
of South Australians, and South Australians in my view haveacility. They have been told that the best they can hope for
been misled and shortchanged by a budget that | reckon isigia maintenance budget, and this really concerns me, because
bit off. it raises the issues of access, public safety, a full-time
| very unkindly described the Treasurer in my budgetmanager and all the issues relating to one of our most
speech as a bit of a Scrooge. He might see that as a badge@iportant built heritage icons. Given that the government is
honour, but there are many people in South Australia whaelling Beechwood Garden because the maintenance under
believe that with all of the money that is coming in to government control was allowed to run down, | am absolutely
Treasury, that with all of that money, it should be a morefearful about the future of Marble Hill. Again, | urge the
specifically targeted relief to many sections of the Souttgyovernment to look at this issue. This rather magnificent
Australian community, as has already been described by thfacility has somehow slipped through the cracks in relation
budget. Itis a budget of smoke and mirrors. It did promise ao funding. Given that built heritage is so important to our
great deal but, in my view, it has delivered very little to manytourism promotion, | ask the Treasurer to look at it in the
parts of the South Australian community. One of the veryfuture.
concerning aspects of the budget, in my view and, again, it The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The member for MacKillop.
comes from the budget papers, is the appalling forecasts of
job growth—at .75 per cent, | think and with South Australia  Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop):  Thank you, Mr Deputy
now sitting at the lowest rate in the country, that must be oSpeaker, and—
great concern to all South Australians, particularly those with  The Hon. K.O. Foley interjecting:
young people. Mr WILLIAMS: | will be incredibly nice to the Treasur-
One aspect of the job forecast which particularly concerngr, who has told us that two of the most important things to
me is how it is going to affect women. We have already seeSouth Australians are health and education. | want to spend
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a little of my time this evening—perhaps all of my time— there was no classroom for the teacher to take a physical
talking about health and education in my electorate, oeducation class. She was told that her classroom was out on
perhaps putting the case to the Treasurer about the lack tfe school oval, even though it was raining that day. This is
health and education provided by the state in my electorate serious problem at Bordertown.

I will come to school buses in a moment, because that Itis great to see that some money has been allocated in the
issue has been taking up a fair amount of my time in dudget for capital upgrades at a number of schools across the
number of communities over the last few weeks. Howeverstate. However, no money is being spent on capital works in
I would first like to talk about Bordertown Primary School, any school in my electorate. There are approximately
one of the schools in my electorate. Unlike a number o228 public schools in my electorate and two or three private
country communities, Bordertown has seen an incrediblechools, but not one cent is being spent on capital works in
growth in the number of young people in the town over theany school in my electorate. Bordertown Primary School is
past few years. Bordertown has a population of 2 000 othe most deserving and | can assure the house that there are
3000 people. The local kindergarten regularly has a clientnany other deserving schools, high schools and area schools
population of approximately 80 children. Since | have beenn my electorate.
the local member—although | have not been responsible for Let me talk about school buses. An incident occurred in
this fact—the population of the primary school has grown tcone school community recently and a number of parents
approximately 400 students, and | am told that by the end afontacted my office saying that their kindergarten children
this year it will 617. That is quite extraordinary for a small were unable to access the school bus because they were
country town. ineligible. There were six ineligible kindergarten students and

Mr Goldsworthy interjecting: there were only four seats left on the bus, so all of them were

Mr WILLIAMS: A 50 per cent growth in the last six told that they could not go on the bus. The good news about
years, which is quite extraordinary for a small country townthis story is that the situation has been resolved and those
Eighteen months ago, a large building was transferred froratudents all have a seat on the bus at the moment.

Murray Bridge to Bordertown and placed on the site totryto  The point | want to make is that the Labor Party’s web site
accommodate the students at that school. When | visited thend the platform it took to the last election indicates that the
school recently, | was told that, at the end of last year, whehabor Party believes that every kindergarten student in South
the student population was about 600, the school had 1 258ustralia should have equitable access to a kindergarten. That
square metres less than it was entitled to for a school with its not happening in the country, particularly outside the
student population. To put that in context for members, thatowns, because kindergarten students are deemed to be
would be equivalent to about eight classrooms. ineligible to travel on school buses. That means that, in a

The school does not need eight classrooms, but it woulthrge number of rural communities, children are unable to get
be damn handy to have three, four or five classrooms. ko kindergarten without their parents travelling in and out of
would be incredibly handy to have some increased space the town. In the group who met with me were 16 mothers
some of the other areas in the school. The school staff haveom a little community at Western Flat, which is about 30
no area, outside of the staff room, to prepare their lessons amd 40 kilometres south of Bordertown. One mother had to
their work. There are very limited spaces in the school fotravel 400 or 500 kilometres a week to deliver her two
small groups, particularly one-on-one activities with individ- children to and from kindergarten. | wish the Treasurer would
ual students or small groups of special students. The resouroead again the policy statements that he and his cabinet
centre is far too small for a school of this size. In fact, Icolleagues made prior to the last election.
would argue that a school of that size probably needs two One of the buses to Naracoorte travels in from Lochaber
resource centres, as | was told that it is unlikely that everand picks up about 19 students on the run. When it gets close
class can have a single lesson in the resource centre eachNaracoorte, a number of students it could collect are
week. deemed ineligible for the bus because they are within five

That s the reality for the staff, students and parents at thkilometres of the closest school. However, they live outside
Bordertown Primary School. It is a school that is seriouslythe town limit and there is no bikeway or path along the
under-resourced. However, it is one of the most magnificeriRiddoch Highway for them to use to get to school. They are
primary schools in the state. About three years ago, théerried to school by their parents in a motor car. Those
University of South Australia conducted a program on thestudents have been deemed ineligible to hop on the school
fitness levels of primary school students in our state educdus because they live within five kilometres of the local
tion system, and Bordertown came out as having the fittesichool.
student population in the state— The local road safety group, the local council, the local

Mr Goldsworthy interjecting: police and the local school communities have all deemed that

Mr WILLIAMS: Primary school—not only was it the it would be unsafe for these children, about 20 of them, to be
fittest student population in the state, but the students wefflerced to find their own way along that major highway to
about 30 per cent fitter than those in any other school in thechool. Not only is the highway busy but it lacks a bikeway
state. That is a credit to the staff, students and the parent footpath so they would have to walk or ride their pushbikes
community in that school. It is a fantastic school. Not onlyon the highway. It also goes past a plantation forest and some
do the students excel in all types of sport and physical fithessative scrub and a number of parents have told me that they
but also itis a very good school which produces great younthink it unsafe for small children to walk through or adjacent
people in that community. to that forest to and from school, and | share their concerns.

A new physical education teacher arrived at that school at The department decided that, because half the children on
the beginning of this term. It was that teacher’s first schoolthe bus are ineligible, the large bus, which has enough seats
so she did not start teaching until the Wednesday. It just sfor all the children, would be taken off the run and the
happened to be raining on the Wednesday of term one ioontractor has been given a contract for a small, 22-seat bus,
Bordertown this year. The teacher arrived at the school, bignd now these children have no way of getting to school. In
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its magnanimity, the government, through the office of publicshould nominate those taxes and tell us how you that will be
transport, has offered to sort out the problem by gettindunded and what services you will cut to correspond with the
another bus operator in the community to provide a fee-fortax cut. If you are going to spend more, you should tell us
service bus for these students. Parents have contacted mvbere you are going to spend more, what you will cut and
saying that they are going to be charged $30 and $40 a weekhat taxes you will raise. These are the answers that alterna-
to get their two or three children to and from the local schooltive governments must give. If you are not prepared to give
By my calculations, they will be paying something like 30 perthem tonight, tomorrow, or the next day, judgment day will
cent more than if they lived in the city of Adelaide and theircome.

children used the public transport system in the metropolitan

| can assure members that, at some pointin the lead-up to

area. However, the bus service that has been provided by titige next election (and it may be that we have to wait until the
office of public transport is being subsidised by the taxpayerelection campaign), they will have to fess up. Whilst the
The Education Department should take the same dokeader of the Opposition’s criticisms of the budget are
lars—they come from the taxpayer but go through a differenexpected (because that is politics), they have not been able to

agency—and subsidise the existing bus contractor.

put together a coherent, alternative budget. That is a great

disappointment, as | would have hoped that an alternative
The Hon. K.O. FOLEY (Treasurer): What can | say? budget could be presented. However, it has not.

The member for Reynell summed it up best when she said,

I will suffer, withstand and deal with the criticisms.

and excuse me for misleading the house if | get this totallyHowever, | think a genuine opposition would have been

wrong and slightly embellish it, that this was a great budgeprepared to put an alternative budget on the table. The
by a great Treasurer. If | have somehow misled the house.shadow minister for finance shakes his head, but I say this for
am sure that you will cut me some slack on that one. | havéis benefit: if your policy is as your leader has enunciated—
welcomed the contribution from all members in this debatethat is, that you will spend more, tax less and balance the
particularly my colleagues who have been so supportive dfudget—it is voodoo economics. It is up there with John

me throughout my career of Treasurer and so embracing &poehr’s economic analysis of the world. It is, as | say,

everything that | have wanted to do for the state economicallyoodoo economics.

and financially. | could not have done it without the support
of all my colleagues who have given me the courage and
motivation to do what | have done.

An honourable member interjecting:
The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: No. Ultimately, at some point

the opposition will have to sort this out, and | will ensure that

If | thought that anything | was doing was not to their the media, whose job it is to probe the opposition, will keep
satisfaction, | would not have done it, but | knew that deethe pressure on. It has been a good and healthy debate and a
down they endorsed the approach that we were taking. In afjood budget. | thank the house for its support.
seriousness, | suspect that my colleagues are as annoyed withMotion carried.

me as members opposite from time to time. | would like to
go into a fairly lengthy analysis of the criticisms that | have
had to listen to, and | begin by saying that it is understandable

The Hon. K.O. FOLEY (Deputy Premier): | move:
That the proposed expenditures for the departments and services

that members would think they could do a better job than tontained in the Appropriation Bill be referred to Estimates
have, because that is certainly the view of all my Cabinegommlttees A and B for examination and report by Thursday

colleagues. However, ultimately | am the Treasurer.
Members interjecting:

4

June 2004, in accordance with the timetables, as follows:
ESTIMATES COMMITTEE A

WEDNESDAY 16 JUNE AT 11 AM

The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: The Minister for Infrastructure Premier

says that that is not his view because he is my mate. Seriou%

ly, it has been a good debate. These are ultimately judgmen

nister for Economic Development
inister for Volunteers
nister for Arts

by the government as to how we allocate resources. Everyom@nister for Social Inclusion

has a view about how we should allocate them.

The only point | make tonight is that, whilst | have heard
a lot of criticism (and that is understandable and expected),
I have not heard a lot of alternatives. The opposition has not
put forward an alternative blueprint. When you put a budget
together, it is the best decision set that the government can
come up with. An opposition is entitled to be critical—

An honourable member interjecting:

The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: Yes; exactly. | say that an
opposition that purports to be an alternative government must
give an alternative budget. | do not think that, in the scheme

of things, it is good enough just to be highly critical. The +

Minister Assisting the Minister for the Arts

Department of the Premier and Cabinet

Administered Items for the Department of the Premier and
Cabinet

State Governor’s Establishment

Arts SA

Auditor-General's Department

Administered Items for the Auditor-General’s Department
Department of Trade and Economic Development (part)
Administered Items for the Department of Trade and Economic
Development (part)

House of Assembly

Joint Parliamentary Services

Legislative Council

URSDAY 17 JUNE AT 11 AM

opposition is expected to be and is entitled to be, and that iginister for Police
understandable, but it must give an alternative budget if it idinister for Emergency Services
afair dinkum, alternative government. However, the opposiMinister for Correctional Services

tion has not done so. The only thing | have heard from th&/Ii

Leader of the Opposition is that we should spend more, cut

nister for Employment, Training and Further Education

Administered Items for the Attorney-General's Department (part)
South Australia Police

taxes and balance the budget. Those three things do not Administered Items for Police and Emergency Services

compute. | am not sure how you spend more with less
income, yet balance the budget.

If you do not want to balance the budget, you should sayr

Department for Correctional Services

Department of Further Education, Employment, Science and
Technology (part)

IDAY 18 JUNE AT 9.30 AM

S0, but you have not. If you want to cut taxes further, youAttorney-General
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Minister for Justice

Minister for Consumer Affairs

Minister for Multicultural Affairs

Minister for Youth

Minister for Status of Women
Attorney-General’'s Department (part)

Department of Primary Industries and Resources (part)
Administered Items for the Department of Primary Industries and
Resources (part)

Department of Trade and Economic Development (part)
Administered Items for the Department of Trade and Economic
Development (part)

Administered Items for the Attorney-General’s Department (partfMONDAY 21 JUNE AT 11 AM

Courts Administration Authority
Administered Items for Courts Administration Authority
State Electoral Office

Minister for Education and Children's Services
Minister for Tourism

South Australian Tourism Commission

Department of Human Services and Department for Families and  minister for Tourism

Communities (part)
Administered Items for the Department of Human Services and
Administered Items for the Department for Families and
Communities (part)
MONDAY 21 JUNE AT 11 AM
Minister for Transport
Minister for Urban Development and Planning
Minister for Science and Information Economy
Planning SA
Administered Items for Planning SA
Transport Services
Administered Items for Transport Services
Transport Planning
Office of Public Transport
TransAdelaide
Offices for Sustainable Social, Environmental and Economic
Development (part)

Department of Education and Children’s Services
Administered Items for the Department of Education and
Children’s Services

TUESDAY 22 JUNE AT 11 AM

Minister for Administrative Services
Minister for Industrial Relations

Minister for Recreation, Sport and Racing
Minister for Gambling

Department for Administrative and Information Services (part)
Administered Items for the Department for Administrative and
Information Services (part)

Department of Treasury and Finance (part)

Administered Items for the Department of Treasury and Finance

(part)
Independent Gambling Authority

WEDNESDAY 23 JUNE AT 11 AM

Department of Further Education, Employment, Science andlinister for Agriculture, Food and Fisheries

Technology (part)

TUESDAY 22 JUNE AT 11 AM

Minister for Health

Minister for Families and Communities

Minister for Ageing

Minister for Housing

Minister for Disability Services
Department of Human Services and Department for Families and
Communities (part)
Administered Items for the Department of Human Services and
Administered Items for the Department for Families and
Communities (part)

WEDNESDAY 23 JUNE AT 11 AM

Minister for Environment and Conservation

Minister for the River Murray

Minister for the Southern Suburbs
Department for Environment and Heritage

Minister for State/Local Government Relations
Minister for Forests

Department of Primary Industries and Resources (part)

Administered Items for the Department of Primary Industries and
Resources (part)

Department of Trade and Economic Development (part)

Administered Items for the Department of Trade and Economic
Development (part)

Department of Treasury and Finance (part)

,(Admi)nistered Items for the Department of Treasury and Finance
part

Motion carried.

The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: | move:
That Estimates Committee A be appointed, consisting of

Mr Caica, Ms Chapman, Ms Ciccarello, Hon. R.G. Kerin,

Administered Items for the Department for Environment andr 0'Brien, Mrs Redmond and Hon. R.B. Such.

Heritage

Environment Protection Authority

Department of Water, Land and Biodiversity Conservation
Administered Items for the Department of Water, Land and
Biodiversity Conservation

Offices for Sustainable Social, Environmental and EconomicBe

Development (part)
ESTIMATES COMMITTEE B
WEDNESDAY 16 JUNE AT 11 AM
Treasurer
Department of Treasury and Finance (part)
,(Admi)nistered Items for the Department of Treasury and Finance
part
THURSDAY 17 JUNE AT 11 AM
Minister Assisting the Premier in Economic Development
Minister for Infrastructure
Minister for Energy
Minister for Aboriginal Affairs and Reconciliation
Office of the Venture Capital Board

dford,
Mr Koutsantonis, Mr Rau and Ms Thompson.

Motion carried.

The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: | move:

That Estimates Committee B be appointed, consisting of Ms
Hon. LF. Evans, MrGoldsworthy, Mrs Hall,

Motion carried.

STATUTES AMENDMENT (BUDGET 2004) BILL

Adjourned debate on second reading.
(Continued from 27 May. Page 2286.)

The Hon. I.F. EVANS (Davenport): | will not hold the

house long, but | want to make some comments in relation to

Department for Administrative and Information Services (part)this bill, which deals with the minor taxation changes
Administered Items for the Department for Administrative and proposed by the government as part of the budget. A number
g;%g‘:ﬂggtiﬁ\_/r'gg: éfya;t%d Finance (part) of minor or modest changes are proposed, the first being
Administered Items for the Department of Treasury and Financ a}yroll tax, the changes to which will take effect from 1 T]U|y
(part) his year. In the budget, the payroll tax rate has been slightly
Department of Primary Industries and Resources (part) reduced from 5.67 per cent to 5.5 per cent. Naturally, we
Administered Items for the Department of Primary Industries andsupport that change. Of course, when in government we
Resources (part) reduced the payroll tax rate and, from memory, we also lifted

FRIDAY 18 JUNE AT 9.30 AM ! !

Minister for Industry, Trade and Regional Development the thresholq from $450 000 to the current level. | note that,

on this occasion, the government has not moved to change the

Minister for Mineral Resources Development I
Minister for Small Business threshold—perhaps that is for another day.
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As | understand the briefing given to me by the minister'sduty, in relation to first home owners. The changes that the
officers (I thank the officers for that briefing), the payroll tax government made here are not big and, in actual fact, the
changes affect only 505 000 business in South Australia olBouth Australian first home owner will still be paying
of— significantly more in stamp duty than in other eastern states

The Hon. K.O. Foley: 5 500. jurisdictions—in some examples, up to $9 000 more in stamp

The Hon. I.F. EVANS: Yes; that is right—5 500 business duty for first home owners. When you build that into the loan
out of the 70 000 businesses in South Australia. So, most gind pay interest on that $9 000 amount over the course of the
the small businesses receive no gain at all from the payrolPan, say a 30 year loan, that extra cost to the South Aust-
tax reduction. According to the briefing we have received, théalian first home owner adds up to being tens of thousands of
5 500 businesses that gain a benefit from the modest payrélpllars that an interstate first home owner would not pay.
tax reduction cover some 56 per cent of private sector SO, while we are supportive of some small, modest relief
employment. So, we do not wish to criticise the payroll taxin this budget for first home owners, we suspect that the
measures too heavily. It is a modest reduction and we woulgiovernment will be making a larger announcement closer to
encourage the government to continue to look at OtheﬁhQ election that will bring us into line with the eastern Stat_es
reductions in the future, to make sure that we are costand, of course, the electorate has every right to be cynical
competitive in our employment costs with our near neigh2bout why they would leave that reform to a closer date to the
bours, Victoria, New South Wales and the like. The way [€lection. So, the opposition will support these taxation
read the budget papers, the government will still collecfneasures. We are pleased that at least some of the costs to
$8 million more in payro" tax this year than it projected last South Australian families and businesses have been reduced.
year due to wages growth. So, even though it has attempté—(‘his isa government with an extra $750 million 0\{er the next
to reduce the rate, it will actually collect more. So, thefour years as a result of the GST. It has not significantly
business community out there will still be paying morereduced the taxation burden on busmess_es or families
payroll tax this year than it did last year, and my understandthroughout this budget, and we suspect that it might do that
ing is that the net effect for government is basically of noat this time next year, when it will be only 10 to 12 months
effect, because the agencies pay it and then they are reirgut from the Marc_h 2006 election. With those few comments,
bursed, so there is really a net effect in relation towe supportthe bill.
government. _

The other taxation and stamp duty changes that arg The Hon. K.O. F.OLEY (Trea_surer). Ithapkthe honqur-
mentioned in the bill include, from memory, the repeal of.able mern_ber for his contrlbu'_[lon. As | said garher, itis a
cheque duty, which was part of the inter-governmenta udgme_nt_lssue as to what choices we had available to us. We

' ad a limited amount of money available for tax cuts. We

agreement signed in 1999. As | understand it, it was alway; .
the intention that these duties would be wiped out as part ave chosen the cuts that we are putting forward to the hogse.
wish we could do more; | hope over time we can, but this

the GST agreement. The government, of course, is claimin. N .
the credit for doing it, but the reality is that the inter-govern- Eﬂls‘ge could afford in this budget. | commend the bill to the

mental agreement was signed in 1999. The total amount Bill read dii

taxation measures in this bill is about $360 million. About i read a second ime.
_$180 rr_1|II|on of the reduction is the resu!t of measures signed The Hon. K.O. FOLEY (Treasurer): | move:
in the inter-governmental agreement in 1999. The cheque
duty happens to be the first one that | am mentioning in this

contribution. , The Hon. I.F. EVANS (Davenport): We have asked the
_Other areas where there are some reductions or thfeasurer's officers to give us details on what the impact of
elimination of taxation charges include lease duty. Fronpajsing the threshold to $550 000-$600 000 would be, and the

memory, | think all land and building leases pay a lease dutysfficers have agreed to provide that to the opposition between
and that is essentially being removed. We have a banks debjfe houses.

which is also being eliminated from 1 July 2005 as partofthe - Bjj| read a third time and passed

inter-governmental agreement. Mortgage duty is being

affected; that was also part of the inter-governmental ADJOURNMENT

agreement, and again that is for first home owners, as |

understand it. The last area | wish to make some commenton At 11.08 p.m. the house adjourned until Thursday 3 June
is stamp duty or, as those in the profession call it, conveyancat 10.30 a.m.

That this bill be now read a third time.



