HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 2483

Leave granted.
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT: I rise to advise the house that
before the estimates committee | referred to a figure of
Thursday 24 June 2004 approximately $82 million in relation to asbestos liabilities,
and | am advised that the correct figure is approximately

The SPEAKER (Hon. I.P. Lewis) took the chair at

10.30 a.m. and read prayers. $84 million.

MEMBER'S REMARKS MEMBER'S REMARKS

The SPEAKER: Order! In cogitating upon what the
Deputy Premier provided to the house by way of an explan-
ation of his assessment of the situation just now, as it related
to the police officer who had sent an email to the Leader of

_The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: On Thursday 3 June | made & o opposition, can | also apprise the house of the back-
ministerial statement to the house regarding allegations raised, \nd circumstances. I, too, have checked the record and,
by the Leader of the Opposition about South Australia POliC.‘awhilst I had thought on Thursday that | had told the house

In that statement, | said that, during a telephone conversatiqat following the controversy about the authenticity of the
with the Commissioner of Police, | had been advised that the i) | directed, as the house will recall, the leader to show

officer involved was providing assistance outside his Nnormajh 5t to me. He did present that to the chair, and the chair

working time. Following recgipt Of.a written brie.fin.g on the satisfied itself that the email from which the Leader of the
matter and further conversations with the Comm|55|0ner,Iarﬂ)pposition had read on the Wednesday was indeed an

now of the view that it would have been more accurate to say thentic SAPOL email.
that the officer involved was working with the complainant |\ \now that | told both the Attorney-General and the

in a.supportive ro!e for compassiona.te reasons. W,h”St I t.OI‘beputy Premier about that fact, and several other members
parliament that this support was provided outside his workings iha house, both government and opposition, at that time

time, | am now of the view that it would have been moreednesday) that it was an authentic email from the South
accurate to say that this was done as part of his normal duti

: ot o ° : stralian police force.
but not in an official investigative capacity. | apologise tothe | .annot—and do not propose to, go into whom it was |
house if it was in any way misled by my statement. ;

told, as that would probably result in my failing to include

someone or including someone else to whom | had not

NURSES EI\EGEF?ES\;SE?\]?ARGNNING spoken about the matter. The simple fact remains that | had
agreed with the Leader of the Opposition that, as well as

The Hon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health): | seek passing that information on to the Attorney-General and the
leave to make a ministerial statement. Deputy Premier, the email was authentic.

Leave granted.
The Hon. L. STEVENS: | seek leave to correct the SITTINGS AND BUSINESS

record regarding information provided by a Department of ~ \r BRINDAL (Unley): | have not had a chance to look
Human Services officer in response to a question from thgt the standing orders but, generally, the business of the day
Hon. Dean Brown during the estimates committee. Theyn 3 Thursday morning starts with private members’
shadow minister for health sought information regarding thegysiness. Why are we not proceeding with that?

budget impact of the recently settled nurses enterprise The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Unley should
bargaining agreement. In response to'this question, an officgiye apprised himself of the minutes of proceedings of the
from the Department of Human Services (Mr Tattersall anthoyse from the last week of sitting, when it decided that it
not Mr Beltchev, as recorded hansard) provided detailed \youId set aside private members’ business and proceed with
financial information to the committee. government business. That is a motion of the chamber.

I can advise the house that, following the conclusion of the’ \jr BRINDAL: | apologise for not being attentive to the
estimates committee, Treasury has advised the Departmegicords.

of Human Services that the information provided during
estimates was incorrect. Figures provided by the officer APPROPRIATION BILL
during estimates related to a provision made at an earlier
stage of negotiations. As negotiations continued, additional The Hon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher):I bring up the report of
funding was provided to ensure that the agreement wasstimates Committee A and move:
adequately funded. | am advised by Treasury that the That the report be received.
provision aIIowe_d for in the 2004-05 budget was sufficient  notion carried.
to meet thg—,\ requirements for the next two financial years. The The Hon. R.B. SUCH:I bring up the minutes of proceed-
provision in 2006-07 and 2007-08 fell just short of the f'”alings of Estimates Committee A and move:
agreed position. However, | am advised by Treasury that . . . .

o . That the minutes of proceedings be incorporated in the votes and
these small additional impacts are adequately covered by th,ceedings.
provisions set aside in the recent budget for general wages
contingencies. | apologise to the house for any confusion.

The Hon. K.O. FOLEY (Deputy Premier): | seek leave
to make a ministerial statement.
Leave granted.

Motion carried.

Ms THOMPSON (Reynell): | bring up the report of
Estimates Committee B and move:

The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Industrial That the report be received.
Relations): | seek leave to make a ministerial statement. Motion carried.

ASBESTOS LIABILITIES
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Ms THOMPSON: | bring up the minutes of proceedings Further questions were asked and further information was

of Estimates Committee B and move: provided by the Attorney-General in relation to what would
That the minutes of proceedings be incorporated in the votes arfd@ve 10 be a very unsatisfactory process regarding his
proceedings. consultation on the question of the ambit and cost of an

inquiry. Nevertheless, | think it was quite clear that by

Motion carried. Friday 18 June the government had no option but to consider
The SPEAKER: The proposition that the house has NoWy,is 5 'the only way to deal with the issue of child sexual

passed is without precedent. On previous occasions, there %use in South Australia
often been a week or more for honourable members to review The churches have been open and frank; they have

the questions put to witnesses, and the material provided i@onducted their inquiries. They have been open with the

the ar)t?wers g%er; hby wﬁnglsses agpearlng befored :h?lj? blic in relation to their commitment to ensure that, in the
committees, So that honourablé members can réspond to ure, their processes protect children in their care, and it is

material in the debate that ensues to note the reports of tq e the government did the same. While we are on that
estlr'r(lates commlrt]teebs. Ats ahhotur?e, V\ge have nc(j)wtdekmdetd t bject, during the course of the estimates process in relation
We know enough about what has been underiaken o % the education minister (Hon. Jane Lomax-Smith)—
competent, member by member, to do the work of noting the The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Bragg knows

reports of each of the committees the day after their Cond%at she may not refer to a member by her personal name but

sion. Whilst that is entirely up to th_e house, honourabler her by her ministerial portfolio or her electorate
members need to remember that, having set such a preceder?{Ms CHAPMAN: Thank you, Mr Speaker. | certa}nly did

estimates committees reports will be dealt with upon greaserqOt mean any disrespect to the minister by referring to her

rails in future, and I think that has some implications. name in addition to her title, but | am referring to the Minister

- . . for Education and Children’s Services. During the course of
The Hon. L. STEVENS.(Mlmster for HeaIFh). I move: _ estimates earlier this week, the minister was asked questions
That the proposed expenditures referred to Estimates Committe@s re|ation to what action she and/or her department had taken

Aand B be agreed to. in relation to child protection. Itis interesting to note that on

. . 26 March 2003—two months after the release of the Layton

Ms CHAPMAN (Bragg): During the past two weeks, report—the Premier spoke about, amongst other things, the

through 'ghe two committees the opposition ha§ had .thﬁovernment’s priority in relation to the care of children and
opportunity to question the government in relation to its;

budget. This is an important process (originally initiated, Ithelr future protection. He said:

; ; Education and Children’s Services is also recognised as having
understand, by the Tonkin government), and it has been & important role in supporting children and young people at risk and

most valuable tool in probing the government on its an-p improvement in school-based counselling and social work support
nouncements in the budget and its program for the forthis recommended.

coming 2004-05 year. Notwithstanding that the governmengp, 23 November 2003, the former minister for education and
had attempted to downplay the importance of this procesgyigren’s services, having no doubt noted the leadership of
and, during the course of this estimates period, had certainlye premier on this matter, announced that the government
engaged in the high profile participation in the Anglicanyyoyid boost child protection in schools by implementing two
Church child abuse inquiry and issue as a deliberate atteml%portant initiatives. She said:

to draw attention away from this important process, | think The draft educati lati hat it b lawful
e hat it haS ex Osed areas Of COnSide _ I e draft education act regu ations proposet atit ecom_e_ a / u
it IS important to note tha p , Fequirement for teachers to undertake a mandatory notification
able waste, overspending and lack of planning by theourse every three years to gain or maintain registration as a teacher.

government. ~ In addition, she said:

There would be no greater exa”.‘p'e of what was belr!g As well, the education department is reviewing the current child
deceptively presented to the public by the Treasurer iRyotection curriculum to devise a new program that they plan to trial
relation to this budget than to highlight the fact that overin a number of schools early next year.
$200 million was available in this budget but that was simplwwe find, tragically, at estimates this week, that the minister
not identified for the purpose of any expenditure. Not onlyyas not able to answer questions in relation to this, but her
is there a major surplus but there are considerable lines thief executive confirmed that the position is: first, no
which there has been no application of funding. Certainly, th@egulations are even ready to be presented for the mandatory
government has tried to downplay this process—but we havigotification course to be undertaken every three years—
not. We will never surrender it as it is an important processothing has been put before this parliament for its consider-
to expose the government, and | appreciate the valuablgion in the seven months since that announcement; and
opportunity to expose these issues. _ ~ secondly, in relation to the new child protection curriculum,

| refer to an aspect in relation to estimates which lthat is still in draft form.
consider to be a very important one. On Friday 18 June, I Even more concerning is the fact that, in November 2002,
asked the Attorney-General, in relation to his commitmenttahe former minister announced that the Safer Schools
a prior statement to this house, about his consideration of gfyogram was to include a new curriculum in relation to child
inquiry or other options in relation to an inquiry into the protection in November 2002, yet over 18 months later, no
sexual abuse of children in government care. He said:  action has been taken, other than the fact that it is still in draft

My recollection is that my openness to an inquiry about statform. That is a disgraceful situation. Last year's announce-
wards and children in foster care, and possibly children in the carenent by the former minister for it to be trialled in a number

of state authorities such as the education department, occurred af@rschocﬂs ear”er th|s year at best_rf th|s draft ever comes
the budget was well settled, so special provision would have to b |

made for it, probably from the existing resources. But | have takerfO fr“'?'of‘—"‘”” nqt be trialled until later this year. That IS
advice on establishing an inquiry short of a royal commission andhe priority that this government places on child protection
am continuing to receive advice about that. and, in particular, children in government schools. That
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example confirms the importance of estimates committeesf our teachers work very well in our schools to provide an
It exposes the government's failure to deliver in any wayexcellent service, repeatedly, year after year, we have a
whatsoever on what it says it will do and it exposes its lacknumber of teachers whose registration is removed as a result
of commitment. of conduct. Last year, of those that related specifically to
It is also important to note the complete absence of anjndecent or improper conduct towards children, two matters
real commitment by the government by not only refusing tanvolved male teachers who had recent criminal convictions
conduct an inquiry but by not also looking at ways in whichfor possessing child pornography—both were found guilty
it can protect children attending government schools. As bf improper conduct. Two male teachers were also found
have said, the churches and the independent schools hayeilty of disgraceful and improper conduct: one pursued an
addressed the issues with which they have been confrontedimproper relationship with a female student, and the other
and | respect and applaud them for doing so—but thevith a male student. If this is not a repeated serious alert to
government and, in particular, the minister, have had th¢éhe government that this is going on and that it is about time
Teachers’ Registration Board Annual Report 2003 for thehat it did something about it, and that at the very least it
year ending 31 December 2003 for some six months; andhould listen to the board that has the responsibility to try to
indeed, the former minister had received the recommendansure that our children are protected, itis a disgrace that this
tions of this board in the latter part of last year. government continues to ignore the recommendations of this
One of the things which they considered ought to be amportant board.
priority and which they were to address as a priority—and the
government has clearly failed to addressitas a priority—waa n
the requirement for teachers to undertake the mandatorlg
notification training prior to the initial teacher registration,
and subsequently to update this training every three years
maintain a register as a teacher. That has been an import
initiative. As | indicated, the former minister said, ‘We will
go ahead and do that’, yet a year after this recommendation, There are many other issues which were exposed during
and after the combining of the three schooling sectors—the course of estimates, which | am sure other members will
Catholic education, independent schools and the depantaise and which | certainly will raise over the forthcoming
ment—the government has not delivered anything to proteghonths. Sadly, most of the questions to which | sought
these children. answers from the Minister of Education during the course of
Let me elucidate what the board had also recommendegktimates were taken on notice. It concerns me, as | am sure
in a comprehensive response to the important aspect ihwould concern other members of the house, that when a
relation to the protection of children. | want to highlight to the minister presents to the committee and has an army of the
house some of those proposals, none of which have even bemost senior people in their departments beside and behind
announced as an initiative that this government is preparettiem who are available to provide information, that so much
to undertake. They are as follows: of the information sought was taken on notice. We look
1. That there ought to be notification by the Southforward within the next 28 days to the responses on those,
Australian police department, public prosecutions and thand I certainly hope that the minister attends to that promptly.

clerk of the court of criminal convictions recorded against a . . )
9 Let me give you one example of where notice was given

teaghel\:btificatio” by employers and teachers of any dismissf our requestin relation to information—that is, the full list
al following disciplinary proceedings and where a teache ggllllcgspltt)aldworkgtha;]t wer:e going to be plrgwdeg for Ln thE
: ; L ; : - udget. So that the minister would not be taken by
resigns prior to disciplinary proceedings being taken. . : .
S A surprise, | actually wrote to her on 20 April and advised that
3. Legislation to enable the exchange of critical informa | would be seeking further information to be made available

tion between agencies instrumental in contributing to the . . . .
protection of children and young people. at estimates and that the list be provided to the committee so

It went on to a number of other areas where they Woul(}hatthewhole of South Australia would have the opportunity

X ; : f knowing what capital works are actually going to be made
!OOk to having an expansion or qhange under the legislatur Vailable and what was not. She could not do so. | asked her
including reform of the Education Act to enable them to

undertake their duties to better protect children and to be abﬂ%qaln during the course of the afternoon, and she could not

We cannot help protect our children now in our schools
d, in particular, our government schools, which nobody is
oking at, unless we are prepared to open it up to an inquiry
nd at the very least act on the recommendations which the
vernment’s very own board suggests and which follow the
tant lack of attention to provisions under the Layton report.

to have a penalty regime to enable them to better impos 0 so. | asked her again after the tea break, and she could not

LSRR . . : 0 so. | suggest to those in this parliament that it is the type
some discipline in relation to this area. Certainly, they looke o{ behaviour and secretive action of this government.

at the wider scope to accommodate the range of conduct 0
teachers by replacing the current improper and/or disgraceful One has to ask the question: why would you possibly not
behaviour with unprofessional conduct, and recommendadisclose the list? A number of explanations are possible: one
tions 91 to 94 of the Layton report relating to changes in thés that they have not thought yet how they are going to spend
Evidence Act. These are all matters for which the Teacherall the money, and they want to be able to keep that in reserve
Registration Board has responsibility—the board which is théo make provision when they feel like it. That is not the
state body with responsibility for the initial and continued purpose of a budget: the purpose of a budget document is to
registration of all teachers who work in our schools—disclose to the people of South Australia what are the
government, independent and Catholic sector. programs and who is to get what, and not to play games with

These are important initiatives; they are importantthe people of South Australia and, in particular, the children
recommendations of which this government has taken nof South Australia in the provision of their education and
notice, on which it has made no move to act, and for whicttheir school facilities. It is an utter disgrace that we have this
it has certainly made no provision in the forthcoming 2004-0%ype of information concealed and, again, | look forward to
budget. One of the most disturbing things is that, whilst manyhe production of that list within the next 28 days.
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Mrs REDMOND (Heysen): It is my pleasure to have a The people who access these programs are people who
few minutes to make some comments on the process that vikave raised their children in home environments and, by
have been through over the last couple of weeks. | must sajoing so instead of putting these profoundly disabled children
that | still find it a somewhat frustrating process, although linto institutions for their lives as happened a couple of
do consider it a necessary one. When | was on council igenerations ago, have saved successive governments an
Stirling some 20 years ago, we used to all be able to read thenormous amount of money. Therefore, it is appropriate that
budget in its entirety and discuss the budget line by line if wahe government respond by giving sufficient funding to
wanted to. We would debate each issue that came up amshable these people to continue to support their children in
reach a resolution as to whether something stayed in or otheir young adulthood. One of the other issues that came up
of the budget or got changed as far as the amount being speimt, the course of estimates was the issue in the disability
and so on. It was actually a manageable process. My view services area of the failure of this government to act on the
that this government has actually tried to denigrate thaneed for more funding to provide disability services. In
process and tried to take some of the value out of it. It seenzarticular, | refer to a question that | asked of the minister at
to me that it would be unthinkable to have a budget controlthe end of Tuesday night in relation to a quite specific
ling $7 billion to $8 billion that this state manages—a budgefproblem.
that is six volumes thick—and not have the opportunity to ask It strikes me as just unthinkable that this could happen in
them questions and to raise some issues about it. They aper state in this day and age, especially following so closely
often the important issues but, of course, this governmentpon the item inThe Sunday Mail about the ministerial
tried to manage the whole situation. expenses of all the various government ministers and what

On the day that | was doing the three portfolios for whichthey had spent, including money on flower arrangements and
I have some responsibility, the government had issuethe like. The particular instance | referred to in the question
something like nine or 10 press releases by 9 a.m., trying tvas that of a 5% year old boy who has outgrown his wheel-
make sure that the media concentrated not on what was beiobair. He has outgrown it for some time and he is continuing
raised in the budget by way of questions from the oppositioto grow. He was put on the high priority list to get a new
but on what the government wanted them to be concentratingheelchair more than 10 months ago, and over the 10 months
on for that day. In spite of that, several questions from myhe has moved down the list from, I think, 7th to 15th position
portfolios, particularly in the area of child protection, did on the list. Rather than being closer to getting a wheelchair,
make it on to the radio waves the next morning and into thée is further away, and his parents are becoming frantic about
press, so the government did not succeed in completelyow you actually manage the situation.
diverting attention as it wanted to. The member for Bragg | have enough trouble lifting up two year olds these days,
noted overspending. In my area the problem is that, whilsbut how do you manage to lift a 52 year old for whom you
there has been some overrun of previous years’ budgets, thereed equipment that you cannot access? Instead of getting
has been a significant lack of the appropriate level otloser day by day, they appear to be getting further away. |
spending to address some significant issues. understand that in this area of the disability equipment and

The issue of child protection and the need for an inquiryservices that are required we are some $1.5 million under
into child protection was clearly raised in that area. Indeedfunded. What this government has earned in extra taxes, extra
the minister was not going to make an opening statement unST payments, in the land transfer stamp duty and the like,
I made an opening statement in the Families and Communhas meant many millions of dollars which this government
ties portfolio, indicating why the government responses tomow has available and which it did not necessarily anticipate
date had been insufficient, inappropriate and why it was ntiaving. Surely another $2 million could have been put into
excuse to say that it would cost too much money. the Moving On program and $1.5 million into the provision

The government does not mind if the Anglican Church orof the extra equipment and services for disability services
Catholic Church spend their money. The community will notgenerally.
accept that at the end of the day it is appropriate to say that As | said, | welcome the fact that the $1.2 million that was
it would cost too much. Itis a necessary inquiry, and | believgput into the Moving On program will be indexed. | also
that it will be necessary for us to go through the process ofvelcome the fact that the minister does recognise that it has
examining this issue of sexual abuse generally of people whim be an ongoing situation, because this program is there to
were wards of the state in institutions run by the state. Wéenefit on a long-term basis those people with profound
cannot expect organisations such as the Anglican Church ttisabilities, who usually have not been able even to get work
cop the beating it has copped from the government this week a sheltered workshop. They are people with profound
without the government tidying up its own back yard. Thedisabilities who are no longer eligible to go to school or have
government failed to address a number of issues in thepecial schooling, and they need the Moving On program to
estimates, but we will continue to ask questions about thenprovide them with the ability to maintain whatever skills they

One of the earlier issues we dealt with was the Moving Orhave managed to acquire whilst they have been in a schooling
program, which is severely under funded. Whilst | wasprocess; to enable them to have a social outlet and contact
pleased that the government announced that the funding itsith their peers, and so on.
now injecting into it will be indexed, so that at least it will Importantly, it is also to enable the parents of those
continue to cover the people who are being serviced at ehildren to have some degree of respite. In fact, | had a lady
certain level at the moment, unfortunately it failed to put inin my office this morning who has a profoundly disabled boy
the extra $2 million necessary to bring the funding up tonow 17 years of age, so he is still at school. They are begging
where it needs to be. Itis well-known that the current Movingto get even one weekend of respite a month, because they
On program has been under funded by $3.2 million. Thénave looked after that child from birth to 17-plus years seven
government generously put in $1.2 million, so it is still days a week, 24 hours a day. She told me that he needs to be
$2 million short. It did not put in even half of what was turned at night, so one night she decided she would count
needed to bring the funding up to an appropriate level.  how many times she turned him. She put a piece of jewellery
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on the side table every time she had to attend this boy angecause there are no cameras here at the moment. No-one is
turn him in his bed. In the morning she counted the pieces ofven listening to me.

jewellery and there were 19 pieces. | know how nutty | get  Mr Venning: | am! Every word.

when | am deprived of sleep. Members should try to imagine  Mrs REDMOND: No-one is here to take notice of the
being deprived of their sleep 19 times during the night—andact that we are correcting the record, but I think the record
these people have done it for seven days a week, day in astiould be corrected with the cameras and everybody watch-

day out, for all those years. ing. But it is good media tactics: | have to give this govern-
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Unley will take ment high marks for its management of the media. But that
a place and not turn his back on the person speaking. is not what it is about, and | wish the Premier would come to

Mrs REDMOND: It is no wonder that they become understand that managing the media is not what government
desperate and, indeed, it is now affecting their health. Heis about. Managing the state’s economy and managing the
husband is about to turn 60 years of age and they are findirigsues that confront us as a community should be what we as
that their own health is suffering profoundly. parliamentarians are about.

These are importantissues and | believe they are areas in So, | think this process is important, but | would like to
which the government has the capacity to put in money busee it be more flexible. | think it is an enormous waste of time
has failed to do so. It does not require huge amounts dbr people to have large numbers of ministerial advisers here,
money, but $1.5 million more into disability funding and and perhaps it would be better if we have two bites at the
$2 million more on top of the $1.2 million that was an- cherry so that, when a question is asked, if an appropriate
nounced for the Moving On program would be of enormoussenior adviser does not know the answer, we have another
benefit to these people in the community. As | said, they havhalf hour or hour on the topic with the appropriate adviser
saved the government money—and it is not just the Labobeing brought back, rather than sitting with enormous
government: it has been successive governments over timbers of very senior people here. | know, because of my
years. These people, by raising their children in their owrcontact with the ambulance board before | came to this place,
homes instead of institutionalising them, have saved théhat a lot of time and effort goes into preparation for estimates
government many millions of dollars. It seems to me that webecause they have to worry about every conceivable question
need to recognise that and give them absolute priority ithat could be asked, and the process leads to one or two
terms of funding. They have done something that most of uguestions being asked which are not answered, anyway. It
could not even contemplate the difficulty of doing but, whenseems to me that we could improve the process, but |
they need assistance, they have trouble getting it. certainly suggest that we do not say it is a waste of time and

| believe the estimates process is important to throw somtherefore we should do without it. | am grateful for the
light onto these issues. It is not a perfect process, by angpportunity to make a few comments about it this morning.
means, and | certainly think it could be improved and,
personally, | would like to see some changes in the system. Mr RAU (Enfield): | want to say a few words about the
I do not think we should just say it is a waste of time and wematter before the parliament presently (the noting of the
should not have it, but | do not think there is a lot of value inreports) and, in doing so, | will address my remarks primarily
Dorothy Dix questions from the government side. Anythingto the question of the process by which the reports are
government members want to raise by way of Dorothy Dixgenerated. In doing so, | have listened carefully to the
guestions can be done by a ministerial statement on anotherember for Heysen’s contribution and, as usual, there is
occasion. It is appropriate to try to get some answers butnuch wisdom in what she has to say. However, today | will
when | asked the minister the question about the little boy obe a little harsher than she is about the process that we have
5% years who has outgrown his wheelchair, the response walj recently been through.
that he would take the question on notice and provide a |thinkitis, to say the least, a farce to go through what we
detailed answer. However, his ministerial advisers were therigave gone through for the last two weeks. It may be down-
with him and able to give a detailed answer and provide ugrading the word ‘farce’ to use it in this context, but | cannot
with some good news for the people in this situation. think of a more appropriate word which is not unparliamen-

The government has clearly adopted a certain policy thigary to describe what we have done. The estimates process is
week of trying to divert attention from estimates committeesapparently the second reading stage of the Appropriation Bill
| must say that | do not think the minister who has responsiin this house, and it is a committee process by which we all
bility in the areas that | cover as a shadow minister is guiltyexhaustively examine the matters contained in the budget.
of this but, certainly, a number of them were feigningAny person spending five minutes observing the estimates
boredom and disinterest and avoiding answering questionprocess would realise that it is hardly an exercise by which
and so on. | think it is a valuable process and that we could fine tooth comb is run through the budget.
have a useful discussion about where the budget should go. This is bad for government, not this government or the last
At the end of the day, | accept that the government has thgovernment, but any government. A government should be
numbers and its budget will go through but, nevertheless, ticcountable to the parliament. This is one of the most
is important for the whole of the government and theimportant principles of the democratic system on which all
community to be aware of where the money is being spentf us say we are keen. If the estimates process continues to
and why there are increases, decreases and shifts in where teenain the farce that it is, we are wasting enormous amounts
money is going, and it should be a matter of being open andf time and money and pulling the wool over someone’s eyes.
accountable. I am not sure whose eyes, because anybody who bothers to

This government keeps saying it will be open andlook at it will have the wool taken away from their eyes very
accountable but, in reality, what it does is avoid the questiomuickly. In any event, the whole process is absurd.

We have had a number of instances already this morning of The fact is that the scrutiny of any government’s budget
ministers coming in here and correcting the record of whais a very important function of the parliament. Itis one of the
they said in estimates. Of course, that is a good media ployajor pillars of democracy. We must have a situation where
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the executive arm of government is accountable to the Inmy opinion, the estimates committee process is a very
parliament, because they are not accountable to anybody elgmod time for all of us to take a serious look at the general
| realise that, at the moment, my party occupies the executiveroposition that the processes and procedures of this parlia-
arm of government but, in 20 or 30 years’ time when we havenent need serious and dramatic reform to improve their
had enough, members opposite might be occupying thefficiency and to deliver greater value to those who elect us
executive arm of government, and | would expect that theo the parliament because, after all, what they are looking for
parliament will properly scrutinise them. Luckily, I will not is value for money. With the greatest of respect to the
be here then, butin 20 or 30 years’ time when they get theioriginators of the current procedures under which we operate,
turn again, they will deserve to be properly scrutinised. Wehey may have delivered value some time ago, but | do not
all do; this is an important principle of democracy, and thethink they deliver full value now. We can do better, and we
public expect it and they are entitled to expect it, because thishould do better.

is such an important process and it is even more tragic that | would like to see the committee report on reform of the
it has descgnded to this level of a farce. . procedures of the House of Assembly, which was dealt with

I would like to touch on a few of the elements of this farcejn the last parliament, seriously looked at again and some
to illustrate the point I am trying to make. First, as a matteimoves made on it. | would also like the estimates process in
of practical effect, only non-government members participatgarticular to be thoroughly examined, because it is so
atallin the process. | do not think | am telling any secrets by nreasonable at the moment that it stands out like a sore
saying that, because everyone who has ever been heretfgimb. | do not pretend to suggest that | have the only
observe one of these estimates processes would realise thaéssible solution, but | suggest that we give some consider-
in terms of the scrutiny of government, which is the primaryation to giving the Economic and Finance Committee
focus of the process, itis effective[y left to the opposition orsomething to do. Ever since the parliament stripped the
Independent members of the parliament. innards out of the Economic and Finance Committee some

The second point, of course, is that the members of thgme ago by eliminating its scrutiny of statutory authorities,
upper house (who, after all, are members of parliamenit has basically been a committee in search of a job. Although
whether or not we agree with their election) do not participat¢he committee does scrutinise bodies such as water catchment
at all—not at all. In some respects that mlght be arelief, buboards and other Statutory things such as the emergency
in other respects we have to remember that they are electgdrvices levy, which every year comes before the committee,
by the community of South Australia. So, one must raise the is certainly the case that that committee does not, because
question: why should they not be involved in the scrutiny ofof the statutory prohibition on its functions, do what it might
the executive arm of government from time to time? | agregyr should.
with the member for Heysen'’s observation that the use of Perhaps it would be an idea for that committee to pick up,

dorothy dixers by government members in the estimates, 5 \ery detailed fashion, the scrutiny of the budget, and
process is particularly galling. In my view, itis a travesty. | e in‘a more orderly, thorough way through the processes
CﬁUIC:dmOV?. on to that gkenter?rl] proE[)_osntlon, but I think Iy hich are attempted to be completed in a couple of weeks in
S (,)Au 'cofn ine my ren;]arhs 0 b ees ('jn,:ﬁ es ?roctess. Estimates Committees A and B. Others may disagree with

gain, for anyone who has observed (n€ esimales procesfas 5 ggestion. | have to declare an interest, | am on the

it is not useful or helpful and it does not contribute 10 £.,nqmic and Finance Committee, and I do not seek that job.
exposing the issues tha.t need to be exposed. The member fit, it may be that the committee should be doing that job.
Norwood makes the point that the Senate is a good exampjg

) . X may be that there are other solutions.
of what estimates might be. With the greatest respect, | agree y . . . . —
with her. The contrast between what happens in the Senate | realise that there is more collective wisdom in this place
and what happened in the last couple of weeks, as we ha)'ztlaan ' iﬁn o:‘fer,da?t:j many n;emberz ??Ve.é)eenfhﬁre "ihlm
observed here, is so dramatic as to make a person think th2{'9€" than | and they may have a betier idea of how the
problem can be solved. But, | have been here long enough to
The next point | would like to make concerns the officersVOTk out that the way we are doing it now is not good

of the various departments. How many countless hours d@nough- I urge all members to approach the problem of the
(%Locedure by which the scrutiny of the government’s budget

the only similarity between the two is the name.

they put into preparing for the estimates process? How lon hed with dwill and ine intention t
do they spend preparing answers to possible questions? H approacned with goodwlill and a genuine intention to

many of them are brought down here just to sit all day folMProve the function of parliament. _
perhaps no real purpose? How much money is that costing the As you, Mr Speaker, have said many times, the parliament
Community? How many useful things could those peop|e béVl” nOI.: rise |n.the eSteem of the community unlessitis seen
doing instead of sitting here like dummies waiting for to be improving what it does. That not only goes to the
someone to ask a question that they might be able to answegonduct of members as they go about their business in the
| give credit to the very hard-working members of the chamber, but it also goes to the way in which we do our job
parliamentary staff, the chairs of the committees and the tabRnd the value we deliver to the community from the job that
officers, who have to sit here and endure this. Their eyes d¢/e do. One of the very important jobs that we can do is to
not glaze over; they appear to be interested; they sit there dg@nduct this very important function of scrutinising the
in, day out; and it is to their great credit that they appear tdudget in an efficient, timely and effective manner.
be maintaining interest in what is going on. But what an | am sorry to say that the way we do it now does not get
effort that must be for them. What about the ministers wha tick in any one of those boxes. For that reason, whilst
should be administering their department and focusing opbviously contributing to this debate in a positive way, | hope
important matters of state? They are sitting here all day dointhat this is the last time | have to get up and speak about
things which are not particularly productive, and | haveestimates in this way. | have done it three times now, and my
already mentioned the members of the upper house who avéews have not changed. In fact, they have become more
not doing much. entrenched. | live in hope that this time next year, neither you
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nor any of my colleagues in the chamber will again beknow who itis. Also, a lot of the difficult questions we asked
obliged to listen to this contribution again. were taken on notice. In some instances, | even gave the
Mr Venning interjecting: ministers warning by letter that | was going to ask questions
Mr RAU: It has certainly sent me grey. In that optimistic in this parliament but they still took that question on notice.
hope, | will finish my contribution and ask all members | was pretty annoyed about that.

present on both sides of the chamber to seriously consider The government did use estimates to make some pretty
how we can improve this process to get better value for all ofportant announcements, despite saying that the estimates
us. process was a waste of time. One that was very important to
. . . me was the announcement by the minister for agriculture
Mr VENNING (Schubert): Sir, | have done it 14 imes, a6t the single desk. It would appear that the government is
and | can say to you, yes, | agree with the member for Enfieldaqging legislation to the parliament to sit on the table in
that it can be improved. But, the system is basically a veryg|ation to a model for the single desk for the marketing of
important function of the parliament and it has done a VeNfarley. | declare my interest as a barley grower, as | always

valuable job. The problem has been, Mr Speaker, as yoy, in this place, and as a member of the ABB. We have an
would know because you have been here longer than |, th%passe here. as we Know.

thi vernment h t k the timing. When [ first cam .
s government has cut back the g © st came The government had two choices to solve the problem. It

into this place, estimates went from 10 o’clock in the morning o . .
until 10 o’clock at night. There was an exhaustive probing oFOUId have helped the federal minister, via the NCC guide-

all the lines. | agree with member for Enfield thatitis a Wastd'neis’ and Sa't?]' tol(r?y .mlrfustet[; what you are aslélr!g u;‘ totf]o
to have these dorothy dixers but, sir, | object to the insinu!> !0 Prove that this is lor (n€ common good in sou
ustralia. Therefore, we will do another report similar to the

ation that a member of the government cannot ask his or h . .
g %ound report but more detailed.’ It could have been done in-

own question. | note that the member for Enfield did as ouse by Mr Barry Windle, whose knowledge in this area is
m ions which wer viously n rothy dixers, an h y .
some questions which were obviously not dorothy dixers, a very vast. Mr Windle could have done this report for the

Weé)\?etri;lsn?édrﬁbae?pgcsla}[theetl;?;hatlst(r)n:(;E 23 ;Z?;S (())ﬁ of th inister, showing that this single desk is not only supported

minister, even if it be one of their own parish pump issues— y the industry but also by the people in South Australia. The

and so many of them are; you have the right. It does gall ongqvernmentdcc;]uld haye then g||(\j/ehn the rggo‘rt to the federal
to see members of the government get up and read a prepa 2i||w|ste][, aﬂ the mll_mster Wﬁ“ avl_e Sé’“ L Ygsf, ' allgree.fl
question, and then receive a prepared answer. That is awasid!l notfurther pena |se, South Australia by the defaulting o
That is what used to happen when we had the 10 a.m. to pmpetition payments. He could not only have done that bqt
p.m. sittings. | agree that we can cut back, and we have do e would have got the payment we have already lost. This

that. There was a fair bit of wisdom involved, and we cam would ha\_/e_ been_ the way out for everyone. After all, _the
to an agreement. There were no questions from the gover ederal minister did not create these rules. They are national

ment, and we cut the times right back. But, we did have on&®MPetition policy rules, which, of course, commenced under
X ! e Keating government.

of the chairmen asking a lot of questions, and that took up o ] ]
lot of the time. | am sure the federal minister would like to solve this

| agree that there can be some improvement in thigﬂpasse.AS the member for Enfield would knoW, the federal

process, but | still believe that the process of estimates is vefjpinister does not want to go down this path. He knows that
important. After all, what would happen if we did not have the way in which we sell barley and, indeed, wheat, in South
estimates? At least it is an opportunity to hold the governAustralia has the almost total support of the whole industry
ment, be it a Labor or Liberal government, to account. It isand, | believe, this parliament. Listening to comments in the
an opportunity for us to ask the minister, on a fairly casuamedia this morning, after the minister's announcement, we
basis, about all the lines. Any shadow minister or anyhave the Australian Democrats making statements. What
member at all doing their work has that opportunity to crossreally annoys me—and you, sir, would understand—the
examine. Otherwise, | think the budget estimates process hdBinister had two ways of doing this. He could have put
again, demonstrated its value as a tool for probing théorward areport, andthe federal minister would have agreed.
government. Yes; it could be improved. We could have continued on, we would have got back our
The two committees have provided valuable detail on théompetition payments and nothing more would have been
government's revenue raising and spending plans, as théid. But no, the minister has taken the other tack and, | am
should. | believe they have exposed wastage, overspendigd to say, the member for Enfield is complicit with this
and a lack of planning, to which I will refer shortly. This is arrangement and is playing politics with this issue.
being achieved despite the government’s attempts to down- They have chosen the issue to be confrontational. They
play the importance of the process through the swamping dfave chosen to say, ‘We'll put forward a model similar to the
the media, in the last few days, away from questioningWestern Australian model. We know we don’t want that, but
particularly with the paedophilia issues which have arisen. we’ll do that, and we’ll blame the federal minister for it. After
am not saying that that was deliberate, but it certainly tookall, he's demanding that we abide by the NCC policy. If we
the media focus away from the estimate process here idon't, we'll let it lay here for 12 months.” Until what? Of
parliament. course, a federal election! This is a very cynical political
The government’s tactic has been to have its ministersxercise. If the member for Enfield had the goodwill and was
feign boredom, and we saw it often. They avoided answeringinkum about this matter—and, in the main, | believe he is
direct questions wherever possible. Certainly, a lot of théut, in this instance, he is playing politics—there is a way
answers were very rambling, particularly when we hadbut. We could all eat a little humble pie, and then get this
government members asking questions. One particuldhing solved. It will not pass the parliament, and the member
answer took 21 minutes. One minister was worse than thfor Enfield knows that as well as 1. All it will do is cause
others, and, although | will not name that minister, we alldelay, which is the worst thing that can happen. The longer



2490 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Thursday 24 June 2004

we hang this out there, we are playing into the hands of thaged by the questioning on the Barossa hospital. However,
competition. not much is happening, but it is not forgotten, and | live in
We are seeing a review of the Western Australian modehope.
that is, the Australian Licensing Authority. We do not want | was concerned about road funding, and the allocation of
that here: 85 per cent of our growers do not want that and nanly $800 000 is a joke. Although some of the criticism is
do you, sir. | see that the Speaker is shaking his head. Swalid, | am concerned when I hear the government criticising
why do we not take the easy path, the non-political path? Nahe federal government about the lack of funding for our
we do not do that. | believe that the minister should haveoads in South Australia. However, you cannot whack the
shown more leadership in this matter. He comes from a rurdederal government for cutting back when our own govern-
area and he has barley growers in his electorate. | have toldent does not give roads priority. Its own expenditure is so
the minister that we have proof with the Round report. Thatneagre and is almost infinitesimal: $800 000 barely does the
report said quite clearly that, ‘Because of lack of resourcedine marking. We need reasonable funding for our roads in
I cannot make a recommendation to the federal minister isouth Australia. With trepidation, | mention the word
relation to this issue.’ In other words, the federal ministerformula’, but if that is not locked in to help us | will join the
could not use the Round report: it would be blatant abuse ifjovernment in lobbying to ensure that it is.
he did. So, put forward a report that he can use, and he will In my own area, the Barossa road strategy needs to be
say, ‘Okay, we can proceed. funded, because we now have problems with the huge
No doubt, the newspapers will be full of this issue in thedevelopment that is going on, and the other day we heard of
days and weeks ahead. | am very concerned about this delanother of $60 million expenditure by Beringer Blass.
The minister had an easy way out, but he chose not to take Because of all the traffic travelling through the middle of
| am amazed that the minister, being an Independent, ha&anunda, Nuriootpa and Angaston, we need a strategy,
allowed himself to be a tool of the Labor machine in thisguidance and some assistance from the government. |
instance to put it up the federal minister. That is what it is allmentioned Kroemers Crossing, which is a very dangerous
about. The member for Enfield laughs. The member is not gituation in the middle of the Barossa. Orlando Wyndham has
dull man; he understands exactly what | am saying. | ana new development at Richmond Grove and, as the B-doubles
disappointed that the minister did not take the easy way oyiull out to enter the Barossa Valley Way, they have to park
to get this issue solved once and for all. We all know that albcross the railway line. This is just another Salisbury level
those industries aligned with the barley industry, as well agrossing accident waiting to happen. | have warned the
the wheat industry, are speaking with one voice on thigjovernment that is it must address the situation, because itis
matter. | wait and hope that we can overcome this impasse disaster waiting to happen, and | have put it on the record
During the examination of the primary industry line, | was more than once.
very concerned to see the cutback in funding right across the The lights on the Sturt Highway are another concern. As
board. In every government budget—and | am afraid ouyou travel up the Sturt Highway, all the intersections are lit
government was a bit the same—poor old primary industnput the main intersection, where the Barossa Valley Way
cops it. It is a very important industry, particularly when we joins the Sturt Highway, is not. Why? Nobody can give me
are now relying on independent advice. We get so muclhn answer. It is another accident waiting to happen. In fact,
commercial advice today, which, of course, comes with a tagseveral accidents involving a couple of fatalities have already
| was very concerned to see that primary industry has beesiccurred. | also want to raise the issue of the Bowhill Wharf.
cut back even more. When | brought up the idea that wélot many people know where this is, but people travelling on
could save a lot of money by moving the office of agriculturethe Murray River Princess do because it pulls in there
out of the CBD, of course | asked questions of the ministeriegularly. The Bowhill Wharf s in a very poor and dangerous
which would be expected. He really had plenty of notice. Itcondition. Because it has a very historic connection to the
costs over $3 million per annum to keep the office in theRiver Murray, | believe that the government needs to give it
CBD. | believe the office already owns premises in thehigh priority.
southern suburbs or outside Adelaide, which it has to | have many more issues | want to raise, but | will save
maintain. So, that would be a direct saving of $3 million. them for later debates in the house. | certainly recommend the
The office leases over 4 000 square metres in the so-callesktimates process, but | wish that the government had looked
Black Stump at an annual cost of $1.25 million. The lease aéfter country people much better than it has.
101 Grenfell Street, which is the de facto headquarters for the
agriculture, mining and petroleum divisions, expires on Dr McFETRIDGE (Morphett): The member for Fisher
31 July and costs $1.75 million annually. So, there isdescribed estimates as a ‘near death experience’. | do not
$3 million, and I will not go into the others. There are savingsthink that is quite right, but it is an unusual process. While
to be made. | was encouraged by the minister's comment thathis was only my first as a shadow minister, it was my third
as these tenancies expire, he will look at them. | do not expeets a member. | feel sorry for those who have been here for a
him to jump out in the middle of a tenancy, walk away andlong time, particularly the attendants. | understand that the
forfeit a contract. As | have said, it was a previous Laborhead attendant in the house, Perry Brook, has attended 25,
government (the Bannon Labor government or the Arnoldand this is his silver anniversary of listening to estimates! We
Labor government) under its then minister, Mr Terry Groom,should have an estimate of how much it will cost to reward
which acquired land in Clare. him! According toThe Advertiser, we should not be here
| was the local member. If the state election had not gotoday, because its editorial today states: ‘I am sure that the
in the way in 1993, that is where they would be today, and thgovernment can act promptly when the parliament resumes
reason would be the same. Agriculture should be abouin 5 July.” So,The Advertiser does not realise we are here
serving real people. The department does not need to be in theday, but | hope it is listening. | hope that someone is
CBD. When did you last pull your ute up to the front of the listening to what is going on in this place, because it is
Black Stump to see people in the department? | was encoumportant.
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We have just been through a budget of over $6 billion, andudget of any state budget, and certainly in the history of
that is a lot of money in anybody'’s terms. Certainly, estimate$South Australia.
provide an opportunity for members on both sides of the Itis a tremendous impost on the people of South Australia.
house, and the Independents, to ask questions. At times, | afimey had to suffer through recovering from the state bank last
unfairly accused of speaking too quickly in this place, and ltime, now it is going to be WorkCover—then it is all the
thank Hansard for their cooperation. Somebody said to m&axes. What are we getting? | want to put this on the record
that, when | delivered the omnibus questions, it was more likagain.The Advertiser does not realise that we are here, but
a Greyhound bus, but that is not quite right. | think | havel hope they are listening or read this at some stage. | hope that
slowed down considerably, and today | certainly will notthe media listen at some stage or note that the $1.046.4 billion
shout at Hansard, because they do a wonderful job. | wilthat was taken in property taxes last year—that is $2.87 mil-
keep my voice to its normal dulcet tones. lion a day—each and every day. Nearly $3 million each and

Estimates committees are a good tool but, unfortunatelygvery day in property taxes is going into the government
they have been abused. Somebody said that the ministessffers. | think that we were only going to pay the Belgian
feigned boredom, but | received a lot of cooperation duringdentist $2 million a day in interest on the State Bank debt, but
questioning in my portfolios, and | hope that was not feignedhe Treasurer is pulling in $3 million a day in property taxes.
cooperation. | was very disappointed that on occasions thieunderstand that the government is pulling in about $1 mil-
ministers took ages to seek advice from their advisers. | dbon a day in gambling taxes.
not want any minister to give incorrect advice—far fromit. ~ Some of that money should be given back to the people
However, in some cases it was an inordinate length of timegf South Australia. The taxes are not just money to be
and | hope that we can look at the way estimates are corsquirreled away for election budgets next year, and we look
ducted. | was also asked whether, if | was given the opporforward to the 2005 budget, it is going to be an absolute
tunity to ask all my questions without dorothy dixers from theripper. The fees and charges are going up and up, and you can
government, we could halve the time of questioning. If it isfool some of the people some of the time, but not all of the
the case that dorothy dixers are used just to pad out the timpeople all of the time. South Australians, and the media will
| am very disappointed. wake up, they will start listening, and we should get some

| had an interesting time during the questioning in myopportunity to scrutinise what this government is doing. The
portfolio area. As | said in my opening statement, | sawPremier is, as we have said, a very astute media manipulator,
estimates as an opportunity for explanation and clarificatiorand it is unfortunate that the media is being manipulated. |
not just confrontation. We had problems with some questionanderstand that there is a new broadsheet about to start in
but, in the vast majority of cases, it was a great experienc8outh Australia. It has been criticised already as being staffed
and | look forward to perhaps one or two more in oppositionwith Liberal Party apparatchiks. | think that is very unfair, |
but many more in government, giving clear and precisehink that journalists generally have very high morals and
answers and giving the opposition plenty of time to scrutinisesthics. It is unfortunate that some of them are becoming
what the government is doing. Certainly, it has been aommentators rather than investigators nowadays.
learning experience for me. If you are in government, you The other portfolio that | will talk about is local govern-
have the responsibility to be open and honest—as the Premierent because the issue of ‘tragic mountain’ has been in the
has always said he wants to be. news lately. The position that the City of Holdfast Bay, the

In regard to the portfolio of consumer affairs, the Office councillors, and the officers of Holdfast Bay have found
of Business and Consumer Affairs has been a very cooperghemselves in is a tragedy. The development down there is
tive office, but they are under the thumb of the Treasurera great development, it is a good development, it has been the
When you look at the fees and charges that the Office ofatalyst for development right around the coast of South
Business and Consumer Affairs is administering, it is costingAustralia. But what happened is that the agreements were
more to be born in South Australia, it is costing more to livedrawn up in such a way, almost as convoluted as the budget
here, and it is costing more to die here. Fees are going ugpcuments, the contractual agreements between the city of
they are only going up by a dollar here or fifty cents thereHoldfast Bay and the consortium, as to put the council in a
and most of them are in line with inflation, but there areposition where they sought legal advice and, as usual, you ask
others that are way above the inflation rate: births, deaths ariree or four lawyers, and you get six or seven opinions.
marriages, registration fees, building work contractors fees, The council were led to believe that they were in a
cremation fees, business names fees, conveyancers fees, laagdition where each and every individual councillor and
agents fees, liquor licensing fees, partnership fees, plumberspuncil officer was going to be put at considerable personal
gasfitters and electricians fees, public trustee fees, reéihancial risk were they to put up a legal challenge against the
property fees, second-hand vehicle fees, trade measuremeigvelopment down at Holdfast Shores. This has been
administration fees—all going up. And there are many, mangisputed by other people. | understand that the Minister for
more, and this is to get the Treasurer's AAA rating. ThoseState/Local Government Relations is seeking crown law
fees and rises might be a dollar here, a couple of dollars theragdvice on this. The minister said in estimates that it is nothing
but they add up to $1.4 million that goes into the Office ofto do with the Development Act but it really is whether or not
Business and Consumer Affairs—and that is no fault of thehe council entered into a contract. The issue that the minister
officers in that office; they do an absolutely sterling job. s trying to clarify, and he does not have crown law advice on

The disappointing part is that this government is pullingthis yet, is in relation to the implications for individuals, and
in an absolute truckload of money with their fees and chargesvhether they can be individually held liable under federal
The Premier is referred to as ‘superlative Mike’ over therelegislation, because they have protection under the Local
He uses every superlative to describe what he is doing: it i§overnment Act, but apparently not under federal legislation.
the first, it is the biggest, it is the best—and in many cases | have been informed by one of the lawyers in the house,
that should be questioned. But certainly one thing that canndhe honourable member for Enfield, that the council itself
be questioned is that this state budget is the highest taximguld indemnify the councillors. | am not a lawyer and | will
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wait until we get further opinion on that. Certainly, it is a the local government did not do what it should have, that they
very interesting situation that not only Holdfast Bay but alldo not understand their responsibilities.
councils around Australia should be looking at very carefully, Ms Ciccarello: Who owns the house?
because if there is an opportunity for developers to hold the Dr McFETRIDGE: Well, | think the responsibility lies
threat of legal action over the head of councillors, then thatvith the minister responsible for heritage to do something
is something that we should be avoiding. As | said, the juryabout that—not just to let our heritage get bulldozed all the
is still out on that and we will wait to see what happens theretime. We are just about to see Magic Mountain bulldozed—
The re-titling of the minister for local government as the N0 argument there—but we are really concerned about what
Minister for State/Local Government Relations is somethingS 99Ing on there. )
that | was a little concerned about when | was asking SPortandrecreation is another area for which | have great
qguestions (which | genuinely thought should be able to b@lgasure in being the shadow minister. It is a fantastic area for
answered by the Minister for State/Local Governmento€ing able to get out and talk to people. | went to the
Relations) because, really, state/local government relationBreakfast the other morning with Raelene Boyle celebrating
what is that? That is how the state and local governmerfifficials and coaches. The governmentis paying attention to

interact. Question after question, unfortunately, was answerdtl but the government again is short-changing the volunteers,
with, ‘This is not our budget line.’ the mums and dads and the kids out there. The physical

All' I can say is that the convoluted presentation of theaCtIVIty plan is an example—and the former minister, the

budget just leads to the ability for ministers not to answelfﬂ.embehr for Neyvlanc(jj, hzsbsar;d fthls—whtt)are Isome of the
questions if they choose. | will give minister McEwen hist ings that were introduced by the former Liberal government

. ; . re being picked up by this government and then being
due: he has been very cooperative and perhaps | will have . . ) L -
rephrase my questio)r/s inpsome way sg thatgthey are mo%announced time and again. The physical activity plan is one

specific. | was disappointed, though, that when you look a at has been reannounced. Of course, we need physical

the summation of performances in various governmen?Ct'V'ty’ we need to cut down obesity in chlldren. We all
know that we need to encourage a healthy lifestyle.

departments, in the Office c_)f Local Government, for example, Talking about healthy lifestyles, eating pies and pasties
you are referred o aweb site rath_erthar! having peﬁormanc AN be part of a healthy lifestyle if you do it in moderation

listed there. The issues that | raised with the minister wer understand now that you will be able to buy your pies ana
sidelined (perhaps that is too harsh a word) but they Were . ies down at Hindmarsh Stadium from a government-

offered to be put on notice. They included whether theré)wned cafeteria. | think it will do that at The Pines as well.

would be a reduction in expenditure to business enterpri : : . ; A
centres and regional development boards, and the way f%%hat is the government doing selling pies and pasties? Small

natural disaster mitigation program is going. | sought siness in this state is suffering enough without losing other

. . . .. opportunities to make a buck like selling a few pies and
!Snfggnaiﬁ'dornegpe;q%s hz;lgggsnfg expenditure for COmmumtypasties. It is a great stadium and a great location; location,
P prog ) location, is it now? The Premier has seen it there and thought,

I was very concerned—and this has been fed back to M&ye will flog a few pies and pasties down there. It is hard
from councils, individual councillors and the Local Govern-|apour for small businesses out there, let me tell you that.

ment Association—about the lack of consultation between As to volunteers, they are the backbone of South Aust-

state and local government on the draft sustainable developsjian sport and recreation, and many clubs and societies. We
ment bill.  asked about why there was a $120 000 reductioRaye the highest number of volunteers of any other state.
in the state black spot program for safer local roads. | askegihey are worth $5 billion to the budget of this state. What
about what was being done to give council officers andhappens to volunteers here? They are not given the support
councillors protection against outlaw motorcycle gangshey should; they are not given any help in drawing up codes
intimidating them over development issues. | also aske@fconduct. If they draw up a code of conduct for the sporting
about local councils being given assistance; what is the statgp, they are charged $1 200 to register it with OCBA; then
government’s relationship with local government overihey are charged another $250 to register as a user of that
disputes with the direction of mobile phone towers incode of conduct. Talk about suffering; it is long suffering. We
residential areas? | shall follow up on those and | know thagay 3 plethora of media announcements on each morning of
the minister will be cooperative. estimates to try to sideline the press. As | said, | do not think
The issue of state local heritage is one that | think shouldhat they are listening, because they do not think that we are
come under state and local government relations, althoughlitere until next month.
did not. | raise this issue now, because in this week's However, one announcement that | thought was fantastic,
Guardian Messenger down at the Bay, there is a letter fromand | am glad that the member for Colton has just come in
minister Hill about a very old home in Glenelg. Half of the because, being a great support of Surf Lifesaving SA, he will
home is about to be knocked down to make way for anothealso be supporting the Nipper Safe program that has been
12-storey lot of boxes in the sky. This home was built in thedeveloped by them. It is a sad fact of life that we have to have
1870s and was the residence of a former premier of thiprograms like Nipper Safe, because we know the history of
place. Because the local council had not put it on its locathe nippers in Surf Lifesaving SA having been abused by
heritage list for some reason, | do not know why, ministerpeople who should be above reproach in this community. The
Hill is absolving himself of all responsibility to enact some Nipper Safe program is something that is really worthwhile.
legislation or some protection for this property. | have aWe need to protect our volunteers, our mums and dads. We
photograph of this house from the late-1800s where thisnly saw this morning a parent showing how a teacher should
house and others around it are there in the splendour theppropriately touch their child. What is this society coming
should be kept in. They are part of our heritage; we have logb? South Australia is a fantastic society; we have some
a lot of that so far, and we need to protect it. Minister Hill, it wonderful organisations; and, with the exception of one or
is not good enough to blame local government and say thaivo individuals, it is a society of which we should all be very
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proud. We need to take care of those predators out theranderstand what was happening, half the questions directed
those paedophiles. to ministers and their staff during the process would disap-
The issue of predation on our children will not go away.pear. That process is not just redrafting the way the budget
The Premier and the Deputy Premier have made a lot of noige written but allowing some briefings from some of the
over the Anglican report into child abuse, yet they haveinancial officers prior to the estimates process, so that those
totally neglected the Catholic report. | will have more to saywho have not been involved in the drafting of the budget can
about that later. | am still dealing with the long-suffering develop an intimate understanding of exactly what some of
parents of individuals who have been affected by abusthe figures do. Even after the estimates process, in some areas
within the Catholic Church, and just yesterday on the newsfind that | am still quite confused about what the numbers
we saw another incidence of that. It will not go away. Salvosactually mean.
surf life savers, chalkies: they all deserve our protection. All  In private conversation with some of the departmental
the volunteers deserve our protection. There is $6 billion irofficers, they confirmed my thoughts that the way we are
the budget and the government should make sure it is usirdrafting the budgets does not really reflect what is going on
it wisely and giving it back to the people of South Australia.in their departments, and they are trying to address that. All
As | said, the $3 million a day in land tax needs to be giverpower to them: the sooner they do it, the better. Having made
back in more than just a ‘hollow log’ budget next year. those few comments about the process, | reiterate that it is an
important process, although | think it can be improved
Mr WILLIAMS (MackKillop): | wish to make some greatly. One of the other ways | would like to suggest that it
comments as a result of information that flowed from thecould be improved is to have a much longer period of time
estimates process. | begin my comments, as have a numb@railable. In that way, ministers would be disinclined to try
of other members, by talking about the process. It is importto talk out the limited time made available for each portfolio
ant for us all to understand from the start that the estimatesrea. That is probably the key to turning this into a process
process is an integral part of the democratic process. | nothat has great value to the parliament and, consequently,
that the member for Enfield is agreeing with me there, andflows on to have great value to the people that we are here
heard him saying something not too dissimilar earlier in theepresenting.
debate. | believe that some would have us throw out the |t is nonsense to have an hour here, half an hour for a
whole process. Some have been talking as though the procgssrticular agency or a couple of hours for some of them. |
is unnecessary when what they are trying to say is that it ineard anecdotally, although | was not in the particular
possibly unwieldy and not working in the way in which it was committee, that one minister spent 25 minutes on answering
initially designed. one question. That seems absurd to me. If the minister could
The member for Schubert also raised this point, but th@ot answer a question much more concisely than in 25
parliament—opposition members, members of the minominutes, there is something wrong—probably with the
parties, independents and, indeed, the government—shouldinister’s understanding of the agency that is being adminis-
be questioning the Executive Government and the bureadered.
cracy on what is happening in regard to the governance of the | now wish to talk very briefly about the budget overall
state. | have experienced over the last week and a half ttend what the estimates process has proved. It has certainly
range of ways in which the exchange of information hagroved to the opposition our fears that the Treasurer is
occurred. | have experienced it from one end where | believéerreting away literally hundreds of millions of dollars in
a minister absolutely abused the process and had no intentigvhat are euphemistically called ‘hollow logs’. We know what
of answering questions or imparting information. Why areis happening: a pre-election budget will come out next year
ministers too ashamed to be questioned on their portfoliand, all of a sudden, the Treasurer will be hailing himself, as
area? That is the fundamental question. If they were proud ahis Treasurer does—and he may even be hailed by the
what they were doing in managing their portfolio area and ifPremier, because he likes hailing himself and those close
they were sure in their own mind that they were doing a goocround him—as being a fantastic manager of the state’s
job, 1 do not think they should feel embarrassed or ashamefihances. Nothing could be further from the truth. | remind
about being questioned about it, resorting to the ridiculoushe house of what the Leader of the Opposition has said a
humiliation and ridicule that was a tactic of at least onenumber of times now: that there is a big difference between
minister. having a well balanced and healthy state budget, government
At the other end of the spectrum, | had the experience dbudget, and having a healthy and well balanced economy.
certain ministers who were more than happy to defer Thatiswhatwe really need in South Australia—a healthy,
guestions to the experts who advise them in their departmenigell-balanced economy that is moving ahead. That is what
and have them give that expert advice to the committed,really want to talk about. | want to talk about the estimates
which is the way it should have happened all along. Duringcommittees that | have been involved in and the portfolio
one of the breaks yesterday, over a cup of coffee | congratwareas for which | have taken on responsibility on behalf of the
lated minister McEwen on the fact that the financial adviseppposition and put that in the context of where the state is and
he had with him was doing an excellent job and that it wouldwvhere it should be going. I will talk about the State Strategic
make the process all that much better if, in future years, thPlan—again, | think the name is a euphemism, because there
opposition, minor parties and independents had the ability t& nothing strategic about the plan that has been presented by
go and talk to some of these financial advisers and havetais government. There is no planning in it. It sets a couple
briefing from them before the estimates process started, s goals, but they are in the never-never, and numbers have
that we could get a real understanding of what the budget iseen pulled out of the air. There is no plan, no road map and
saying. no strategy to get there, and | will talk about some areas in
Part of the problem with the estimates process is théhat context. One of the things that this government has failed
complicated way in which the budget is drafted. If we draftecto understand is that 55 per cent of the exports of this state
the budget in user-friendly terms so that people coulccome from the regional areas—that is, from agricultural
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pursuits in the regional areas. If you add minerals exports, inoney is coming out of the DEH budget—and, before it
is another 12 per cent, which takes to 67 per cent the exportgarts, as of 1 July (next week some time), | understand
of this state that come from outside metropolitan Adelaidecabinet has already taken a decision to lock away the rest of
(that is, outside the manufacturing and service sectors). the Yellabinna park. My understanding is that somewhere
Exports primarily come from agriculture, food, wine, between 80 per cent and 85 per cent of that park already has
fisheries and minerals sectors. One of the goals of the Stateining tenements over it and the balance is being locked
Strategic Plan is to treble exports over the next 10 years. | daway. That is not because an assessment has been made that
not believe this government will come within a bull’'s roar of there is some pristine environmental reason for doing so: the
getting anywhere near that. Why? Because it has no strateglgcision has been made just because it is there and just
and no plan. If you are to triple exports and, currently,because we can.
approximately 67 per cent of your exports are derived from | think that certainly sends the wrong message to the
outside greater metropolitan Adelaide, one would havenining companies. Why would they come and set up
thought you would have some plan for what is happeningxploration in South Australia—spend money setting up
outside Adelaide. One would have thought you would haveffices and working crews and exploring—when that sort of
some plan for the industry sectors that are currently exportingecision-making is going on and they do not know from one
from outside Adelaide, and some plan and some strategy tay to the next whether or not they will be able to continue
help them to expand and treble their exports as individuagéxploring in a particular area? Again, the government is
industries. sending the wrong message. | have the opportunity to talk
| first move to the area of mineral resources. | hail theabout regional development. | have gone around the state
government for having put in some extra money in the budgetver the last few months visiting regional development
over the next few years under a plan called the Accelerateloards (there are 13 of them across the state), and | have had
Exploration program to try to accelerate mineral exploratioran opportunity to speak with a few of them, although
in South Australia. The target is to go from $37 million a yearcertainly not the majority at this stage.
currently to about $100 million a year. That is a good plan It is my clear understanding that the funding for these
and a good strategy, but the government has missed the bohbtards, which is used to operate their offices and pay their
One of the issues South Australia has is that it is well-knowrstaff, has received no increase whatsoever to cover CPI cost
that a lot our mineralisation and prospectivity includesincreases since this government has been in office. We know
uranium. We know that the stated policy of this governmenthat the budget contains a 3.8 per cent average across-the-
is that there will be no new uranium mines in South Australiapoard increase in government fees and charges. We also
and the minister in the estimates committee confirmed thaknow that there is about a 2 per cent underlying CPI inflation
policy and did not seem to think it was a problem. So, on theate, yet the boards are expected to continue to develop
one hand, the government is saying, ‘We will spend moreegional South Australia with no extra funding to cover
money and encourage exploration, but be careful if you findncreases in the CPI.
an ore body with uranium in it: do not think for a minute that  When we looked at this during the estimates committee,
we will let you mine it the minister announced a one-off ex-gratia payment of
One of the other elements of the Accelerated Exploratio$50 000 for each board. Why is this only a one-off payment?
program is the appointment of a resource industry ambasshunderstand that it is money that was underspent last year,
dor, and | guess his job will be to say, ‘Let’s not think aboutso it was already in the budget area for regional development,
the uranium issue: come and explore, anyway. | do not thinkut why is it only a one-off payment? | do not know what the
he will get too far with that approach with the hard-headedoard is going to do in the following year. | think the
mining industry. The mining industry is about taking risks government should come out with some of the millions of
and spending money, but also it is about managing those riskillars that it has in its kitty and build this funding in and
and expecting that, if you find something, you will be able tomake it ongoing.
develop it and get a return on your investment. The Treasurer has in his contingency fund $25 million,
One of the interesting things that came out of the estimateshich was money to be used to build infrastructure if the
committee is that part of the money for the AcceleratedSAMAG project got up. The government missed the boat on
Exploration program will be used to put a billboard outsidethat one, it fell over in respect of that because it did not go out
the Perth airport saying that South Australia is a good placand ensure that that project came to South Australia. As a
to come to explore for minerals. | question the sanity of thatconsequence of that, Port Pirie will be left languishing for
I did not have time to find out the detail of exactly how muchmany years. The Treasurer has this $25 million sitting in a
has been spent on that, but | think it is outrageous that monegontingency fund. | implore him to use at least some of that
which the government says has been put aside to accelerat®ney to build in funding for CPI increases for regional
exploration in South Australia is being used to build adevelopment boards so that they might be able to overcome
billboard in Perth. Anyone who thinks that having a billboardsome of the problems created by the lack of action of this
in Perth outside the airport will encourage a board membegovernment in the regions.
of a major mining company to come to South Australiadoes | will move on quickly to forestry. Currently, South
not understand industry one little bit. That is why, under aAustralian forests are being harvested at the rate of about
Labor government, South Australia tends to lag. 900 000 cubic metres per year. The current sustainable yield
Another thing that the Labor government has done iris estimated to be considerably less than that, probably about
regard to mining as part of the Accelerated Explorationr650 000 cubic metres per year, and there is an attempt over
program, in concert with the Department for Environmentthe next couple of years to build that to a sustainable harvest
and Heritage, is develop some protocols about where wef about 850 000 cubic metres per year. However, do not
might and might not let miners operate—about what land wexpect there to be any great rise in exports or import replace-
might lock away from miners because of its natural heritagement from the forestry sector. | remind the house that the
That program is being paid for out of the PIRSA budget—ndorestry industry in South Australia is a very big industry.
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Returns to South Australia from the South-East region arestimates committees. If some of the ministers were more
probably between one and a half and two billion dollars a&committed to using the process genuinely, members would
year, and it is responsible for about 30 per cent of employprobably have access to more information. | think some
ment and the economy in the South-East of the state. It is ministers were better than others. Certainly, that has been my
big industry, but it will not build substantially and it will not experience this time.
contribute towards increasing our exports by a factor of three. | raise a couple of matters arising from the estimates
So, there is nothing in that area either. committees. | must admit that | am a bit confused and will
One of the things that did come out of the estimateseek further briefings from the minister for planning in
process was when | questioned the Minister for Administrarelation to her answers on the fees. There is a $2 million
tive Services about State Fleet, because there is a sleightiotrease in the amount of fees to be collected by Planning SA.
hand in the budget papers. It is not really a sleight of handt rises from $1.287 million to $3.87 million; it is actually
but what has happened is that the government has changabout $2.6 million extra. According to the minister, thatis an
the way it funds State Fleet. That means that $111 millionincrease of around 4 per cent, and that does not make any
which used to be funded by the Commonwealth Bank ofense to me. The minister’s answer is that it is in response to
Australia under an arrangement with them, is now fundedhe Economic Development Board’s recommendations about
through SAFA. When the Premier said that capital expendithe planning system. | cannot find an Economic Development
ture is so great in this budget, about $950 million, that figuréBoard recommendation that says, ‘Please put up the planning
included this $111 million. He said things like, ‘This is a fees'—the cost to the system, if you like—'by an extra
great budget where we are spending lots of money and th&2.6 million’, which is what has happened in this case.
is going to drive the economy.’ Of that amount, $111 million | have some concerns about the increased cost to the
(well over 10 per cent) will not create one job and will not planning system, a system which is under review by the
drive anything in this economy. It is just a shifting of government. It will be interesting to see how the government
numbers from one year to the next and from one account teesponds to its own legislation once it has gone through the
another. It will not create one job, and it will not drive one bit consultation process. Yesterday, | sat through the environ-
of economic activity. | just want to make sure that the housenent portfolio’s estimates, and | must say that the govern-
is absolutely aware of that. ment lacks commitment to coastal issues. The Labor Party
Yesterday afternoon | had the opportunity of askinghas lacked commitment to coastal issues for some time. When
questions of the minister for primary industries. | omitted toin government, we released a plan to have marine protected
pass on my sincere thanks to the Hon. Caroline Schaefer @reas in place by 2006. We put in place a $4 million metro-
another place who, as the opposition spokesman for this arezglitan coastal study, which the now minister for environment
did most of the research and provided most of the questiorisagged as a total waste of money, saying that we should get
which were posed to the minister. She did a terrific job goingn and do something for our coastal areas.
through the budget papers in this area. One of the things that What do we have after three Labor budgets? The metro-
came out is that the minister announced that he is going tpolitan coast strategy has been delayed: it cost shifted
change the Barley Marketing Act. | make one comment. Th&1 million from last year's budget into this year's budget.
government has two choices: either there is a net publi#hey have a strategy called ‘Living Coast’ that they have now
benefit under the current barley marketing system—and, #feen talking about for three budgets—that has been delayed,
there is, the minister and the government should go téhe long-promised coast and marine act, a rewrite of the
Canberra and make a case—or, if there is no net publi€oastal Protection Act and other legislation regarding coast
benefit, they should stop playing politics and tell the barleyand marine matters promised last year has been delayed; the
growers that they are dreaming. It is as simple as that: eithenarine planning process (which was one of the initiatives set
there is a net public benefit or there is not. The minister foup under the previous government) has been delayed; the
primary industries is the person with the resources and thiénalisation of the Spencer Gulf marine plan has been
expertise to advise whether or not that is the case. That is hielayed; the Encounter Bay pilot marine protected area,
decision. If the benefitis there, go to Canberra and make thgromised to be completed last year, has been delayed; and we
case. are now told that the marine protected areas which were
meant to be finished by 2006 (as in a timetable put out by the
The Hon. I.LF. EVANS (Davenport): We have just previous government) will not be completed until 2010—
finished the estimates process. Having had the experience@imost a five-year delay.
being a non-cabinet member and a cabinet member of the The government was anti the metropolitan coastal study.
former government and being grilled as a minister duringrThe CEO of the Department for Environment and Heritage
estimates committees and then being a shadow minister fearly in this government’s term quite publicly said that
the opposition, | think | have enough experience to judge thisoastal development needed to be restricted, and generally
process. Whilst they are cumbersome in their nature, | thingave a negative view of coastal development in an article in
that, to some extent, the process works, because it providdse Advertiser about two years ago. We find that the
the non-government members with an opportunity to asklepartment for environment and the planning department are
questions of the minister to try to obtain information for their now establishing a working party on Eyre Peninsula to look
electorates. | know that you, Mr Speaker, on a number ot coastal planning issues. | hope that this is not a signal that
occasions attended various estimates committee hearingsttee government will prohibit appropriate coastal develop-
raise matters of concern to you or your electorate. At thisnent, because the magnificent coast of Eyre Peninsula and,
time of the year, there are always some cheap media conmdeed, other areas such as Yorke Peninsula or the South-
ments to say that the estimates committees should Heast, provide a real opportunity for an economic boom. The
reworked or whatever. | think we need a process under whicAustralian community does have a love affair with the coast,
ministers can be held accountable by non-governmerdand many people will move to the coast. If the government
members of the house, and the process that we have is tflseabout to enter a process of prohibiting appropriate develop-
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ment, then, in the long term, some of those regional commuthing and the Premier’s office tells him something else, and
nities will regret that aspect if this government goes dowrthe poor old minister is torn between the two areas, not
that path. knowing quite what to do. | daresay the industrial relations
The whole coastal marine approach by this governmerdrea was probably the most disappointing estimates commit-
has basically been delayed and put out a number of years. Thees process with which | have been involved in my 10 years
message from the minister yesterday was that it is all a bin the parliament. However, we will have to battle away and,
hard and a bit complex. | know it is hard and complex.hopefully, next year that section might be a little better.

Ministers handle issues that are hard and complex everyday. Another issue | want to comment on is the issue you raised
The difference is that, under the previous government, | tookesterday, Mr Speaker, during the examination of the
the opportunity to sit on the marine managers’ forum (th&nyironment section, or it might have been under water, land
committee set up between PIRSA and the department fQind biodiversity conservation. It related to the level of saltin
environment) to drive the marine protected area issue ape water being marketed to the Virginia market gardeners
minister, because | had a keen interest in the matter. Thender the current arrangements. | had not previously heard
minister has taken his foot off the pedal, taken his eye off thpout this issue in relation to the level of the salt content
ball and the departments have had their head, and the Wh%tering the drainage system that finds its way into the
process has wound down because the department fQfrginia water that ultimately goes onto Virginia market
environment will be flghtlng with the fisheries section aboutgardens_ If what you say is true, Mr Speaker, and | do not
awhole range of matters dealing with coast and marine. Thafoubt it for a minute—and I do not have any information to
is one that | will be keeping a keen eye on because it is afhe contrary—the government needs to advise the Virginia
area of great interest to me. o market gardeners as soon as possible, and | do declare an

The other issue is the lack of coordination between thenterest. | do have some uncles who are the biggest market
department for environment's EPA and Zero Waste grougjardeners in Virginia. | am sure they will be interested to find
which the minister has set up. There seems to be a lack @fut what the government response is to this issue.

coordination between those two groups in relation to regional If, as the Speaker alleged yesterday, we are inadvertently

waste matters. Recently, | had_the pleasur(_a of visiting Eyr utting more salt on the Virginia market garden plains than
Peninsula and talking to regional councils about wast

matters. The problem is that the EPA is not re-licensing it§ e intended, because of the nature of the salt that will remain

i - N : n the soil, long term, there will be a salt build up which will
landfill sites, forcing the councils to consider other WasteCause major issues for what is commonly known as the food
strategies which involve transporting particularly recyclable) "ot south Australia, the Virginia market garden areas.
proqluct_s to Adellalde. The cost of transporting waste produ hose families need to be aware of that issue, so they can
(which is bemg. |mposgd on the councils by the EPA or bymake a judgment about whether or not they use that water.
Zero Waste) ultimately is a huge cost to the ratepayer, and K,

council rates in those small regional communities will climb 22" | support your call, Mr Speaker, for the government to
910 P come clean and clarify the issue: is the member for Hammond
through the roof because of the imposition imposed on the

r’ﬂght or isn't he? Hopefully, the issue can be resolved

by the EPA or Ze.ro Waste, as far as waste collection ggeiljuickly, because the income of a large number of families in
The local councils have asked Zero Waste to con3|dev

subsidising those transport costs. After all, if the EPA anq irginia will depend on that water stream. If the water stream

- . ) s such that it will create problems for them long term,
Zero Waste want them to achieve a certain recycling OrwaStgveryone needs to know and the government needs to take
outcome, the local councils believe there should be mor

financial input from EPA or Zero Waste to achieve that end_gctmn.

It was clear yesterday that there is confusion between EPA With those words, | support the estimates committees
and Zero Waste about their regional waste strategy, and a IBfocess. While it is cumbersome, | think some interesting
of work needs to be done to put in place an appropriatésSues come out Qf it. Again, | support the continuation of the
regional waste strategy that will not become a prohibitive cosgStimates committees next year.

burden on regional communities and regional councils. ) )

The industrial relations estimates committees were The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW (Bright): 1, too, rise to
probably the most entertaining, in one sense. They illustrate@ffer my support for the estimates process. As | indicated
that the minister was not across any of the issues. In fact, wduring my opening address to part of that process, | believe
spent more time looking at the back of the minister than at highere need to be sensible changes made to the estimates
faCE, because he Continua”y turned around and asked HpsOCESS to ensure that South Australians get the beSt value out
staffer for advice. There was not a question raised by thef the process of scrutinising the government on its budget
opposition where the minister did not have to turn around an@nd those things that flow from it.
ask for advice. It might be easier next year if Michael Ats | have sat now on 15 such estimates committees and,
simply takes the estimates committees and gives the ministduring that time, | have had the opportunity to sit as chair, to
the day off. That would save the minister having to putsitin seven estimates committees as a minister, to sitin one
himself at risk of an occupational health and safety injury byestimates committee as an opposition backbencher, and the
twisting all the time. | would hate to see the minister comeremainder as an opposition spokesman. During those 15
down with a back injury as a result of the estimates commitestimates committees, | think | have been able to gather a fair
tees. understanding and appreciation of how the process works. |

It was disappointing from that aspect, given the industriahave seen many different ministers in action in those
relations agenda the government has put on hold. We hawmmmittees, and it is fair to say that different ministers have
the WorkCover Governance Bill on hold; the Statutorya different approach. There have been ministers from both
Authorities (Safework SA) Bill has been put on hold; and thesides of politics who have had an appropriate approach to
draft fair work bill is floating around, because the minister isestimates and there have been ministers from both sides of
not quite sure what to do with it. Janet Giles tells him onepolitics who have had an inappropriate approach to estimates.
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| believe that what the house needs to do, in a sensible andits wisdom (or, | would argue, lack thereof), has moved the
mature fashion, is extract that part of the process where thedmbulance Service into the bowels of the Human Services
believe it has worked well, often because of the way in whictDepartment. Mr Speaker, you and | are both familiar with
the particular minister has conducted themselves, and themhat happened to the Ambulance Service the last time that
ensure that the process is amended to make that a requirembealth department bureaucrats managed to get it by the throat.
rather than a decision of the minister of the day. | also alludéndeed, they not only held the service by the throat but also
to the fact that, over the period of the estimates, we have odightened their grip, to the extent that they started to strangle
22 colleagues in the other place who cannot participate in thie The service became an incredibly inefficient organisation;
process unless they are a minister. In any organisation, if weolunteers started to leave in droves; there were all sorts of
consider the parliament as an organisation, | believe that thenion battles between paid staff and volunteers; and, a once
inability of so many people to participate in a process is dine Ambulance Service became shameful at that time under
waste of resources and talent. There is no doubt that it coula Labor government through the then health department.
be improved with their involvement. It concerns me that the same bureaucrats again have the

Regarding the work being undertaken by our colleaguesmbulance Service by its throat. As | have indicated to this
in the federal parliament, | believe that the federal Senate isouse on previous occasions, | will continue to observe what
used far more effectively in consideration of the budget. | anoccurs vigilantly and, every time | have areas of concern in
quite impressed by the process whereby, during the course lation to the Ambulance Service | will continue to rise in
the financial year, the Senate is able to undertake hearings tinis house and highlight them. Already, | am advised that the
specific topics, in specific areas and with specific ministeré\mbulance Service is most unhappy. A large number of staff
to ensure that the budget process as it is being implementéd senior positions are starting to leave, and volunteers are
is also scrutinised. That is a valid process and one that weoncerned about what the Labor government will do to them
ought to consider adopting as part of ours. Neverthelesshis time. We saw the way the Ambulance Service was
while the process can be improved, it has some value.  treated as an irrelevance in the budget papers. In fact, it was

This year | was a member of the estimates committee foa hard task to find a reference to it.
the portfolios of emergency services, energy and infrastruc- | am pleased that the Minister for Health is in the chamber
ture, and to examine the Land Management Corporation anghile | make these comments, because she can take on board
part of the Attorney-General’s portfolio, so two different the fact that there were absolutely no highlights and no
ministers were involved. The first committee on which | satobjectives for the Ambulance Service in the 2004 budget
related to the emergency services portfolio. Regrettably, onlpapers. That is the shameful way in which this once fine
one and three-quarter hours were allocated to question thegrvice is being treated. | have no doubt that, under the hands
line. Certainly, that was not enough time, principally becausef this minister, who has already demonstrated her poor grasp
of the changed flow in questions. of the health portfolio, we will see the Ambulance Service

Initially, the government decided that it would match slip dreadfully from where it has been in the past.
questions with the opposition but, on seeing that the process The next area in which | was involved in questioning was
was becoming unnecessarily slow, the minister, to his credithat of energy, followed by infrastructure and the Land
indicated a willingness for government members not to askManagement Corporation. As members of this chamber
questions to allow the opposition a greater opportunity to dé&now, | am not one to hand out credit to the Minister for
so. | made that gesture during my time as minister, and | walhfrastructure but, in relation to the estimates process, he
pleased that this minister did likewise. | know that not alldetermined that government members would ask very few
ministers in the process did so, but | give credit to thisquestions to enable the opposition the maximum opportunity
minister for doing just that. However, on this occasion theto ask theirs—largely, | suggest, as a result of the experience
Chairman decided that he would ask the questions that thef the emergency services estimates. As a consequence, we
government members did not, and | know that the governwere able to question the minister extensively and, to the best
ment was embarrassed by that. In fact, during that one araf his ability, he answered the questions; where he was
three-quarter hours the Chairman asked six questions, sornaable to do so, he undertook to bring information back. That
of which required an extended response. is what we expect from this process, so | give credit to the

One of the changes | believe needs to be made to is tminister for the way in which he conducted himself in
ensure that the chairmen of the committees cannot agielation to that questioning.
questions but can, of course, vacate the chair to ask them. The However, | cannot give such credit to the Attorney-
way the process works is that, while there is a designate@eneral in the estimates process. | asked him questions in
committee to question the minister (three members on eadkelation to the import of a royal commission, or an inquiry
side of the house), and any other member can ask questiongth the powers of a royal commission, into the abuse of
with the concurrence of the chair, the important part of thathildren in state care.
process is the concurrence of the chair. If the chair is giving We have heard the Attorney-General tell this chamber that
itself concurrence to ask questions, | believe it has a conflic royal commission would cost the taxpayer $30 million and,
making such a decision and that it is important to amends such, would be a waste of money. | was keen to find out
standing orders to ensure that the chair vacates that positidrom the Attorney-General where that information came
for those questions to be asked. As a consequence, at the naim, and in my 15 years in this chamber | have never been
of the examination of the emergency services portfolio, theso appalled by an answer from a minister. The Attorney-
opposition had more than 30 questions it did not have th&eneral told us in the committee that the source of his
opportunity to ask. We have taken advantage of questions anformation about the costing for a royal commission came
notice to ensure that they are asked. from a silks’ dinner—he got his information from a dinner

I note with some disappointment that this year questioningyarty. A dinner party of QCs told the Attorney-General that
on the emergency services portfolio did not include thea royal commission would cost $30 million. On that point,
Ambulance Service, and the reason was that the governmeniderstandably, and quite rightly, | started to challenge the
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Attorney-General, and suggested that surely he was not Mr Speaker, | hope the government is going to be far more
serious that he obtained this information from a dinner partygerious about this issue, because as you and | know, this is an
of QCs. Then the Attorney indicated, after consulting with arnincredibly serious issue. The Premier today is challenging one
officer behind him, that it was information that correspondedf my colleagues, the member for Unley, to take information
to that given to him by his chief executive, Kate Lennon. to the police. One of the problems, as many members of

I then said to the Attorney, ‘If your chief executive, Kate parliament know, is that some of these people are scared to
Lennon, gave you this information about the Costings of é_ake InfOI’ma.tlon n th_at Way. They are scared of Intlmldatlpn
royal commission, surely that information was in writing and,after the police start investigation. They want the protection
if so, can you table a copy for the committee?’ The committe@®f an inquiry to be able to bring their evidence forward. As
was then told that the information was given to the Attorneywe have seen with the Anglican Church, this information did
verbally. So, there was nothing in writing—and how conveni-Not go to the police in the first instance. It has now gone to
ent. We are left with the fact that the Attorney’s principle the police as a result of the inquiry. There is no doubt that if
source of advice about the $30 million cost for a royalthis government does the right thing, the correct thing, the
commission into the very serious issue of abuse of childrerlonourable thing, the decent thing, on behalf of all of the

who were supposed to be under the protection of the statéictims who have been abused in state care over the years,
came from a dinner of QCs. they will hold such an inquiry, their victims will be afforded

vdroper protection, and there is no doubt that there will be
é)olice investigations after the event. At the very least this is
hat must happen.

I am not doubting the experience of those QCs to gi
advice, not for one minute, but it all depends upon th

information they were given as to what the response is. sV . L L

I then said to the Attorney, ‘What parameters were given at | 90t thé impression in questioning the Attorney-General

this dinner party for these costings to be determined?’ Did th athe |sha torn man. | gog the |mpreSS|_onht.hat the Attorney

Attorney talk about a wide-reaching inquiry or did he indicateVants to have an inquiry but someone in his government is
opping him. So, if he wants to have the inquiry, all strength

a more specific, narrow terms of reference with time fram t him. for | A his will is abl i he dav. F
inquiry? Did he ask the QCs at the dinner party, when they® Nim. for I hope his will is able to prevail on the day. For
&n inquiry will be held, whether this government does so

were making these recommendations to the Attorney, whethér. | o e w2

or not an inquiry that was only into children who were in stateW!”Ingly or Whether itis dragged k'Ck.'n.g gnd screaming, it

care and places like McNallys or Lochiel Park—whether arVill P& done. Itwill be done because itis right, itis just, and
ecause there are victims in our community who must have

inquiry into people in that sort of institutional care, with a =~ . . h
queci%i/c ternl?of F?eference—would, in fact, have been put t& right to be heard, and a right to be heard with appropriate

the QCs. The Attorney told me that he did not put that toorotection, knowing that their concerns will be acted upon
them ' and the perpetrators of these crimes will be brought to justice.

. . . | will close by referring to some economic history. A
So, at the end of it we are left with this: the Attorney- ,per of ministers during the estimates process endeav-

General has told this house that it would cost $30 million for, o 6 a1k about the parlous economic circumstances that
a royal commission into abuse of children in government car

- ) the Labor Party inherited on coming to office. That sticks in
but the source of the Attorney-General’s advice was verbally, o throat of Liberal members of parliament. How short do
from his chief executive, nothing in writing, and from a .

h they expect the memories of our community to be? | remind
dinner party of QCs. | would have thought that the Attomey~, oo se yet again, that when the Liberal government was

General was beholden to this parliament to provide it withye teq in 1993, we inherited a $9 400 million from the Labor
accurate, well-researched information. It disgusts me that this .

government has dismissed out of hand a royal commission Wé inherited a superannuation fund for government

into a very serious issue, and now, on the Attorney-Generalig o vees that was terribly underfunded. We inherited an

own admission, it has not even done its homework properlyyq ticity system, right back then in 1993, that was in a mess
about the costs. That is something about which every member -\ vi b no forward planning of any substance had been

of parliament, and indeed every South Australian, ought bﬁndertaken, where there was a new generation capacity

concerned. S ~ needed, which was not being delivered. We inherited the
I then asked the Attorney-General if an inquiry was beingallout from the State Bank that was part of that $9 400 mil-
considered, and he confirmed that there was one. | asked:libn debt. The State Bank losses totalled some $3 300 million.
an inquiry was held would such an inquiry offer the powersa number of my colleagues have detailed today some of the
of a royal commission, in that protection would be providedridiculous projects that that bank embarked upon. We now
to witnesses who came forward to give evidence? Thosgave, as Premier of our state, an individual who is unique in
witnesses could thus give evidence in the knowledge thahany ways. Some of that uniqueness relates to the State
anonymity could be preserved if necessary, in the knowledggank. The Premier is the only member of this House of

that it could be in camera if necessary, but, importantly, in thexssembly who sat around the cabinet table when the State
knowledge that they could not be victimised or otherwiseBank went under.

threatened. At least the AttOfney-General indicated that, Y€S, The Premier is the 0n|y member of this par”ament who
that would be the Case—but, of course, if an inquiry is h8|drose and moved a motion in this house Commending the

This is a serious and topical issue and there are very goadanagement of the State Bank for its entrepreneurial and
reasons for holding a royal commission or an inquiry withmanagerial ability and, more particularly, for commending
judicial powers, the powers of a royal commission, into abus&im Marcus Clark. | shudder every time | recall that now
of children in state care. The Catholic church has had ittudicrous speech by the man who is now Premier. If that is
inquiry, the Anglican church has had its inquiry, and thean example of the economic ability that now heads our state,
government have been dismissive of one, but they are noparticularly as we move through this budget estimates
considering it, but we now know the source of the advice aprocess, then God help South Australians for certainly the
to the cost is from a dinner for QCs. Premier will not be able to.
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| have previously outlined at length my concern with theJohn Mathwin served in this chamber for 15 years, from 1970
smoke and mirrors tricks of the budget that has been detailedntil 1985, representing people in the seat of Glenelg. He was
However, | am particularly concerned at the very prematurdorn in England in 1919 and was a master painter by trade.
announcements in relation to capital works projects. We nowle had served in Europe with the Royal Engineers, 15th
have capital works announcements that extend beyond Mar&cottish Division. In fact, he was a member of the Normandy
2006 and the next election. In watching the way this Premie¥eterans Association. In 1951, he came to Australia with his
works with the media—or rather, how he works the media—ffirst wife Gladys and the first two of their five children. John
have observed on many occasions that he believes unlejgsned the Liberal Party within two years of arriving from
something is announced a multitude of times, the public d&&ngland in 1951 and ran his first election race in the seat of
not hear it. We now have that within the budget processBonython in 1955. Sadly, Gladys Mathwin died suddenly at
announce something for 2006 or 2007 in the 2004 budgethe age of 42 when John was Mayor of Brighton, and his then
and keep announcing it each year thereafter and then peopld-year old daughter became Lady Mayoress.
will think that it is being done. | do not believe that South  He served 15 years on the Brighton council, including five
Australians will be fooled by such a childish strategy. as Mayor, before entering parliament. He became the member

for Glenelg in 1970 and remarried in 1972, to Clarice

Mr GOLDSWORTHY secured the adjournment of the Middleton, but she too died only eight months later. John

debate. served his local community in this place for some 15 years.
After his seat was abolished in a redistribution, he eventually
HEALTH, MOBILE COUNSELLING SERVICE won preselection for the new seat of Bright after four tied

ballots and an appeal. He was not called ‘the great survivor’
The Hon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health): | seek for nothing. However, John lost his seat at the 1985 election
leave to make a ministerial statement. to Labor’s Derek Robertson. At the time, he reflected on his
Leave granted. loss by saying, ‘I'll catch up on a lot of mates and work |
The Hon. L. STEVENS: In answer to a question from the haven't been able to do around my home.’” Looking back on
member for Finniss during estimates, DHS officer Ms Rox-his term, he said he believed he had been a good, sincere,
anne Ramsey said that funding for a mobile counsellingrard-working politician. To quote him again:
service was being provided by the Wakefield and Mid-North | took Glenelg from a seat with a 1.3 per cent margin to one with
health regions. This is incorrect. It should have been the Mida 7.5 per cent margin. You couldn’t do much better than that.

North and Northern and Far-Western health regions. | was not fortunate enough to know John Mathwin but,
judging from the tributes since his passing, he was a much-
TARGETED EXPLORATION INITIATIVE SA loved partner, father and grandfather. He seemed to be a real
community person. His retirement from this place did not
The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Educa- mean retirement at all. He served on the committee of the
tion and Children’s Services): | seek leave to make a Brighton Senior Citizens Club from its inception in 1972 and
ministerial statement. was chairman of the Brighton Meals on Wheels for some 30
Leave granted. years. He was a dedicated board member and Friend of

The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: In answer to a question Minda for more than 33 years, and in its tribute to him it says:
from the member for MacKillop during Estimates Committee A gentleman who will be remembered not only for his outstand-
B on Friday 18 June 2004, my colleague the Minister foring community work and contribution but also his wit, warmth and
Mineral Resources Development advised that the TEISAINAness.

. . P He was also a former president and patron of Somerton Surf Life
2020 program—that is, Targeted Exploration Initiative SA—ging Club and a long-term associate and supporter of the Brighton

has gone up from $0.2 million from last year to a total of acrosse Club. He was a member of the Rotary Club of Glenelg from
$1.8 million in 2004-05. | can advise the house that fundingl964 until 1991. In 2001, John Mathwin was awarded a medal in the
has increased by $0.2 million, but the minister has subsé=eneral Division of the Order of Australia for his service to local

: : nci sgovernment, the South Australian parliament (as an MP for 15
quently been advised that the figure for 2004-05 is $1.5 mIIyears), coastal protection, the Good Neighbour Council and Meals

lion with the amount increasing to $1.7 million in 2005-06, on Wheels. John was happy to describe himself as a conservative.
and $1.9 million in 2006-07. Again to quote John:

The conservative label is never an embarrassment to me. There
PRIMARY PRODUCE (E(I?_(ED SAFETY SCHEMES) is nothing wrong in conservative things. Fear of the tag is quite
wrong.

The Legislative Council agreed to the bill without any J°NN Was gquoted as saying that he saw the family as the basic
amendment. unit of society and that he was concerned for the needs of
people. Again, to quote John, ‘It makes you worry about
[Sitting suspended from 12.58 to 2 p.m ] people vyho do not worry.” On that note, | would like to pass
on my sincerest condolences, and those of the government,
to John’s partner Cecily and his five children and grandchild-
MATHWIN, Mr J., DEATH ren.
S . The Hon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition): On
The Hon. K.0. FOLEY (Deputy Prgmler). | move: behalf of the Liberal Party, | second the Deputy Premier’s
That the House of Assembly expresses its deep regret atthe de%ndolence mot|on and express our deep regret at the pass|ng

of Mr John Mathwin, OAM, former member of the House of . L, .
Assembly, and places on record its appreciation of his long anEi’f‘JOhn Mathwin OAM. John played a significant role in our

meritorious service; and that as a mark of respect to his memory tHeOmMmmunity as a member of the South Australian Parliament,
sitting of the house be suspended until the ringing of the bells.  in local government and in a range of community bodies over
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many years. Mr Mathwin spent most of his youth in Liver- seat of Bright after an eight month struggle. Ironically, it was
pool, England, with his mother. He was an aspiring actor anéh this election that his parliamentary career came to an end,
enthusiastic member of an amateur theatre group. Any hopehen he was narrowly defeated by the Labor candidate for
of his fulfilling his dream of becoming an entertainer, Bright, Derek Robertson.

however, was dashed by the onset of World War Il. It was However, John's great influence in the community was far
during this period that he diligently served in the army as arfrom over. Reflecting the regard in which he was held, he was
engineer in both the Battle of Britain and the Normandyencouraged to return to local government at the time of the
landing. He was on the beach on D Day and was among thrighton and Glenelg councils merger. He subsequently
first troops to cross the Rhine River and enter Germany as tteerved as a councillor and deputy mayor of the new City of
war drew to a close. Holdfast Bay. Among his many community contributions,

After the war, Mr Mathwin, his wife and two children John Mathwin served as Chairman of the Metropolitan
migrated to Australia, where three more children were bornSeaside Councils Committee, was a member of the Brighton
On arrival in Sydney, the migrant family travelled by rail to RSL and Somerton Surf Lifesaving clubs, served as President
Adelaide, living for a time in one of the migrant hostels thatof the Surf Lifesaving Association of South Australia and, as
were located at various sites in and near Adelaide. Johhhave already mentioned, served on the board of Minda and
Mathwin and his young family arrived here with £80 and awas a member of Brighton Meals on Wheels and the Glenelg
couple of trunks as their possessions. But, more importarRotary Club.
than the material things they brought with them were the John Mathwin has been described by fellow parliamenta-
hopes and aspirations of this remarkable man, then in his 30gans as a true gentleman, loyal to his colleagues, dedicated
He used some of his £80 to buy a block of land at Seacliffto the cause, and a team player. | believe he was immensely
to which, 1 am told, he and his young family travelled atproud of the Order of Australia medal that he received in
weekends to make the bricks that he later used to build 2001 for services to the community, local government and the
modest family home. | am told he died peacefully in thatSouth Australian parliament. Clearly, John Mathwin was a
same house last Friday. very worthy recipient of this honour.

Throughout his 50 years in our state, John Mathwin John Mathwin OAM shared his later years with his partner
maintained an unshakeable confidence in what this counti@ecily. | am sure all members present will join with me in
and this state have to offer. At the same time, he made paying respect to him and acknowledging the commendable
continuing contribution to the community in an astonishingcontribution which John made to the South Australian
range of areas. For many years, this former migrant greetasbmmunity. Mr Speaker, | ask that you convey to Mr Math-
each migrant ship that arrived in Adelaide and was wellwin's family and his partner our deepest sympathies and our
known for putting up new arrivals in the Seacliff home thatadmiration and gratitude for the role that he played in our
he had built. He served Meals on Wheels, Minda and Rotargtate and our community.
and entered the political arenain 1960, when he was elected Honourable members:Hear, hear!
to the Brighton council. He had been persuaded to become a
councillor after securing a contract to paint the council The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Deputy Leader): |, too,
chambers. In later life, on several occasions when | spoke tsupport the condolence motion. | am delighted to welcome
him, John reminded me that he went to Jamestown to pairt0 the parliament this afternoon members of John’s family,
my father’s house at one stage as well. Within five years oincluding Cecily. Yesterday, they held a marvellous service,
being elected to the council, he was appointed mayor ofnd | am pleased that they are able to share this moment with
Brighton, a position he held for five years. members of parliament as we pay our respects to John

Tragically, John Mathwin’s wife, Gladys, died during his Mathwin.
first term as mayor, and his second wife, Clarice, died only | would like to touch briefly on some of John’s great
eight months after they married in 1972. He raised his fiveeharacteristics. First, he was absolutely dedicated to his
children on his own, juggling his responsibilities as a fatheffamily. He loved his family, and his children and grandchild-
with his responsibilities to the community. ren were always number one on every occasion. He was so

He was first elected to parliament in 1970 as a member fgproud of them and what they have achieved, and all of that
the then new seat of Glenelg. He was incessantly proud of higzas highlighted yesterday during the service. John was also
electorate, boasting of its charms throughout his maidemery dedicated to his local community of Brighton, Glenelg
speech to the parliament in July 1970. In the 15 years hand along the foreshore of Adelaide. That is reflected very
served this parliament, Mr Mathwin proved to be a passionatsuch in the fact that he took on the role of a councillor at
and determined member of the Liberal Party. As a politicianBrighton and then mayor. He was their local member of
he was well known for taking gutsy moral stances. Inparliamentand he represented them for 15 years in the House
May 1983 he spoke for three hours and 10 minutes, presenf Assembly.
ing a strong case against the establishment of a casino in In later life, he took on the role of being a member of
South Australia. When asked for his views on the move t@ouncil again and then Deputy Mayor of the Council of
legalise marijuana, his response was, most emphatically, ‘NBloldfast Shores. John had a very close affinity with that area
way. I'll fight it tooth and nail.’ of Adelaide, which he loved. He was passionate about it, he

John Mathwin obviously was unfazed by any backlash fomwould talk about it whenever he had the opportunity, and he
his strong beliefs or being labelled a conservative. In turn, hevould certainly stand up and fight for it. He enjoyed people.
earned the respect and admiration of colleagues of botHe enjoyed being with people: mixing with people and
political persuasions. His determination to succeed in theéalking with people. Of course, that is why he was so good at
political arena was evident as he battled to hold a margindleing a councillor, a mayor and a member of parliament.
seat, being close to losing preselection a number of times. John had one addiction and that was to a microphone and
The most memorable occasion, of course, was in 1984 whauublic speaking. He loved to get up and speak. | recall, as |
he eventually defeated Dick Glazbrook for preselection in tham sure does the member for Stuart (Hon. Graham Gunn), the
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numerous occasions in this house when John would give was just an example of the passion that John took to his role.
very passionate speech on something. As has been said, Jehn was always passionate about people; he was passionate
gave one very long speech, but | assure members that he gaafeout the people in his family; he was passionate about the
many speeches all of which were passionate about what lg=ople in his community; he was passionate about the people
believed in, what he stood for and the values that he heldlongside whom he fought in World War II; and he was
close in life. passionate about his friends. That passion extended into
He was a good bloke. Those who remember John from theverything he did in life.
Liberal Party room and who mixed with him regularly around  John was both a visionary and a worker, and that is often
the parliament would all say that he enjoyed life. He loved tcan unusual combination. But, John was able to take that
share a joke, he always had a smile on his face, and h@mbination to many advantages in the community. Probably,
wanted to share so many things with his fellow members ofhe most recent final example of his passion and work is the
parliament. That, in itself, became one of the great hallmarksremorial to the fallen which is at the end of Anzac Highway
of John in this house. in the Holdfast Shores development. It was John who took
Yesterday, many people celebrated the life of Johrhat to the city of Holdfast Bay, and who was determined that
Mathwin. It was a celebration of what he had achieved, ofhere should be a memorial at the end of Anzac Highway; and
what he gave to other people, and therefore what he stood farhat an appropriate place for it to be. On receiving the nod
in life. | want to particularly thank the family for the very from council that it was a good idea, | remember being told
open and friendly way in which they talked about John, hisoy a couple of councillors that the very next day John
life and his achievements and what he meant to each of therivlathwin was scouring the quarries of Adelaide for the right
Each of the five children spoke at the service of the differenstone for the memorial. Having got that nod, he was deter-
ways in which John had affected their life. mined that it was going to happen and there were going to be
| think it is also appropriate to look at the people whono excuses. The memorial has been built and is in place, and
attended the service representing the broader communiti there as a result of his vision, energy and work ethic.
There were representatives of: the RSL, the Lodge, Minda The changes to electoral boundaries that occurred for the
Homes, the Good Neighbour Council—the point was madd 985 election brought around a rethink from members of
that every time a new ship of immigrants came to Souttparliament as to which seats they would contest. John
Australia, John would go down to the port and welcome théMathwin sat down with his colleague John Oswald, and it
ship and those new immigrants to this state—Meals oivas agreed that John Oswald would contest the seat of
Wheels and the Normandy Veterans Association. You alway®lorphett which included a large part of John Mathwin’s seat
saw John when it came to 11 November, or on Anzac Dapf Glenelg, and that John Mathwin would, instead, contest the
you would see him laying a wreath on behalf of theseat of Bright, half of which was the old Brighton council.
Normandy Veterans Association. What a proud moment iThat was a council that John Mathwin had so capably
must have been to think back 60 years later as to what wagpresented as mayor. However, he was aware, of course, that
achieved on the beaches of Normandy. | refer also to thbalf of the electorate was an area that would not have known
Liberal Party, the various members of councils, both théhim well, and it included suburbs such as Hallett Cove and
Brighton Council and latterly the Holdfast Shores Council,O’Sullivan Beach. He was well aware that a big effort lay
Rotary, lacrosse, surf lifesaving—just to mention a numbeghead.
of them. John took a very active interest in all those groups, | first met John Mathwin about 20 years ago when he was
and participated very strongly indeed. doorknocking in the electorate of Bright. In fact, he was
To all of his family, his children, his grandchildren, Cecily doorknocking with another former colleague, the Hon. Jamie
go our condolences. But, at the same time, remember the veliin, a past president of the Upper House. In those days,
happy memories that all of us have of John Mathwin, of hisJamie Irwin was a candidate for the Legislative Council, and
achievements and what he stood for. We will alwayshe was also John Mathwin's campaign manager. As a result
remember that beret cap, and the cheeky grin that went witf that doorknocking, | had an opportunity to talk to John and
it. Jamie. At that time, | was president of a residents’
association, the Hallett Cove Progress Association, and was
The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW (Bright): Those ofuswho not a member of a political party, although | did advise both
knew John Mathwin will know that he would have been verymen that | had been a former Young Liberal president during
pleased with today. He would have been very pleased to usay university days. | expressed concern to John that he got
the opportunity to use, in his name, yet another slice of late start. As has been detailed, the pre-selection of John
parliamentary time! As has already been indicated, John wadathwin as the candidate for Bright was delayed and that
a good user of slices of parliamentary time. Indeed, hisneant that he had alot to do in a very short period. | indicat-
speech on the casino—while | was not here at the time—hasd that the Labor candidate, Derek Robinson, seemed to be
become almost legendary in its stature. | am not actually sur personable sort of fellow and that he was certainly getting
how long that speech went; the Leader of the Opposition say@ound the area very quickly and was winning respect. |
that, from research that he has done, it was three hours anffered to introduce John to locals in the southern part of the
10 minutes. But, certainly, in the discussions that | have hadrea. When | was doing that, | came to know John very well,
with others, they were talking more in the realm of seven andnd we became very good friends. As has been indicated,
a half to eight hours. Whatever Sir, it was clearly a longunfortunately, John was unsuccessful at the 1985 election,
period of time. It was John’s view that standing orders mightargely due, | would argue, to the short term of his candidacy.
have had to be amended after that because of what he At the age of 65, he exited politics, whilst, at the same
achieved during that speech. time, insisting he still had plenty more to give to the
John told me that he knew that he could not stop theommunity and, by heck, he demonstrated that statement. He
casino bill going through but, despite that, he said he coultlrned his energy to a whole range of other things, including
‘bloody-well make them wait,’ and wait he made them. Thatentering Brighton council again. When he was approached to
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enter that council, knowing that the City of Holdfast Bay was As to the John Mathwin poster locations, he knew every
to be created, such was the respect for John Mathwin, thecation to put them and did not trust anyone else to do it.
other councillors knew that, with his energy and enthusiasmiVhen the election was called in 1989, John Mathwin was out
and the respect that he attracted, he would be instrumental ihere in his vehicle with his pliers putting up posters. At that
steering the new City of Holdfast Bay successfully forward.stage, he was moving well into his late sixties, but was able
Indeed, he was made deputy mayor of that new council by hi put up posters at an incredibly fast rate. As to the John
colleagues, and he did not disappoint them in that role in thiathwin campaign helpers, | have never seen such a large
way in which he helped steer that council forward. | knowgathering of people in their sixties, seventies and eighties
that Brian Nadilo, as the first mayor of Holdfast Bay, will be mustered in such a short period of time, and they all got on
for ever grateful for the professional support that Johrnwell with the younger people | brought in. Many of those
Mathwin was able to provide to him as a former Glenelghelpers became my very good friends, and many have
mayor so that together they could combine those two olghreceded John in passing.
councils into one. On many occasions | had cause to ring John and advise of
Another thing John turned his energy toward was finishinganother mutual friend’s passing, such as Dorothy Vinall,
the unfinished task. John did not like losing the seat of BrighHerman Drenth, Harry Viney, Bill Kerslake, Max and Mabs
and, in John’s words, he did not like turning it over to aPearce and Eric Isaachsen, who were good friends to both of
socialist. As far as John was concerned, he had to get ‘thats and who helped us in our campaigns.
bloody Lefty out.’” So, John turned his efforts towards doing  The thing | always enjoyed most about being with John
that and, unbeknown to me, John planned well in advance addathwin was his cheeky sense of humour and the Mathwin
was a good schemer. Some time after the election, hgrin. We saw that grin initially on election night in 1989,
approached me and said, ‘Lad, we need some new blood imhen he insisted on poring over the booth statistics as they
the Liberal Party, would you like to join?" Well, initially | came in. He said, ‘Lad, we've got that bloody socialist.” | was
was not enticed to join. However, he approached me a coupl®t quite that confident and was more than a little concerned.
of times, and eventually | did, on the understanding that itn fact, the seat of Bright was not conceded by the Labor
was to help them recruit younger members. Using records d?arty until the Wednesday after the election. A lot of postal
John’s copious notes and the people who had helped hivotes had to be counted and, as members know, they are
during campaigns, we got together a new branch of theounted on a daily basis in the intervening period.
Liberal Party in 1988. The Hallett Cove branch started with A recount was also requested by the Labor Party. Wanting
35 members, most of whom were under 45 years of age, artd see the job done to the end, John in true fashion immedi-
John was fairly pleased with that. ately volunteered to scrutineer not one but every one of those
Then in mid-1988 he asked me whether | had thoughtounts. After each count, each night he came to see me and
about running for parliament, and | said, ‘Maybe, one day'—Ilwe would work through the figures. He kept saying, ‘Don’t
was only 30 years of age—and certainly not in the area hworry, lad. We've got this one. We're going to do this lefty.
was looking at. | did not think the older people in the areaHe’s out. He will concede some time during the week, and
would accept a young candidate. A few weeks later, | startedoncede he did. | had one simple telephone call from John:
receiving all these telephone calls from all these people | hadltold you so.” On election night, regardless of the tightness
never met. They all lived in the Brighton, Seacliff and of the vote, in true long-term campaign style John Mathwin
Kingston Park areas, and they tended to be in the age grolqmew how to run those numbers.
of 60, 70 and 80 years old. They all said that they were Even after the election, the advice kept coming. John
scouting around for a young candidate for the area and thaathwin did something in retirement that | confess to this
John Mathwin had given them my name. | soon started thouse | never intend to do: he was an avid readéefanfard.
realise just what sort of contacts John Mathwin had. He received copies each week, and not only would he read
received numerous calls and, in the end, | said, ‘Okay, | willHansard but also he was never short of advice in relation to
put up my hand.’ | contested the seat and won it as a candécomments that were made. Some of my colleagues in this
date. chamber—myself included—have been on the receiving end
However, that is not where John Mathwin’s involvementof John Mathwin’s advice in relation to the wisdom of a
stopped. First came the John Mathwin school of politics, angarticular comment or speech made in the house. Indeed, as
I was run through some very firm lessons as to how | mustecently as just four weeks ago, even though John was very
doorknock. | will not give away all John's tips today, but heill, one of my colleagues (who will remain nameless) was
said that I should knock on every door and | should be politeehastised by him in relation to a comment he had made in the
to my future voters and, therefore, | should never argue witthamber. My colleague spoke to me about it, and | rang John.
them. He said, ‘Lad, always look them in the eye so that theyde was not feeling particularly well that day and was finding
know you seriously mean business and that you will do thét difficult to breathe, but he still managed to have a chuckle.
right thing for them.” He also said, ‘Lad, when you knock on He said, ‘The bugger won’t make that mistake again.’ So, up
their door, look for the stickers on their car or on theirto the end, he was happy to hand out his advice.
letterbox. They're your conversation starters.” So, armed with At that stage, John was particularly ill. He had been
those John Mathwin tips, and many others that | will notdiagnosed with the result of inhaling asbestos. It is somewhat
reveal today, | was able to start working in the area. Johironic that, at a time when asbestos has been in the news, that
Mathwin’s strategy was, ‘Lad, you take care of the youngemwas the problem from which John suffered. When | spoke to
part of the area. I'll take care of the older part, and I'll do thehim about his iliness, | always found it easy to be frank with
introductions, and indeed he did. He said, ‘Lad, we're goinghim. | asked him his prognosis, and he said, ‘Lad, it's not
to get rid of this lefty. We're not going to let this socialist good. I've got no chance. It's inoperable, but we’ll do what
stay in. Losing is not an option. Itis not in your vocabulary.’ we can with the time that’s left.” | do not know whether |
| can assure you that | never raised the prospect of our nabuld have been as composed as John was in that situation,
winning the seat of Bright. and doubtless, privately, he may have shed some tears with
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his family, but | was so impressed with the way in which he  The Hon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): | entered this place on
was able to come to terms with that issue. John’s role in théhe same day as John Mathwin and | am pleased to say that
community was something to admire. He was chair of theve became firm friends. We had similar views—and that
Brighton branch of Meals on Wheels up until the day he diedmeans they were right. We were somewhat slightly to the
and | believe that he held that position for about 32 yearsight of centre, but we were proud of it.

SOlId'y He was a board member of Minda at the same time. John Mathwin came from a very humble beginning’ and
He was a councillor of the City of Brighton (now Holdfast he achieved great things for himself, his family and the
Bay) from 1994 until 2003. He was the council representativgyeople of this state. | think if there is one thing that stands out
on the metropolitan seaside council, and an ardent advocai@out John Mathwin it is that he succeeded. | listened to some
of coastal protection, and for that reason he was also taken @t the stories he used to tel—many of them about D-Day. |
board by the Coast Protection Board as a special advisescall the story he told in the lounge room not far from this
because of his extensive knowledge of matters coastal. Hghamber where, along with two or three friends, he showed
had been a member of the RSL since 1951. He was involveghe a piece of paper on which he had written the sequence of
in Rotary and Probus; and he was a committee member of th&/ents which took place at General Montgomery’s headquar-
Brighton Senior Citizens Club for 31 years. They are not theers when the German high command came to surrender. He
efforts of an ordinary man. Many people in our communityhad actually written it out; his late mother typed it out. It was
do many things but it is rare to find one individual who packsa piece of history. It was interesting for him to recall the
so much so unseffishly into a lifetime, and particularly attitude of General Montgomery, because the first group that
considering the lifetime of personal trauma John experiencedame was not of high enough rank, so he sent them away to

but he was still able to maintain that sense of humour angring the senior German commanders. Obvious]y, that was
strive to represent his community. a part of history.

I spoke to him just before he retired from council at the 5,1 Mathwin travelled to m ; ;
. . . y family home on occasions
2003 election and asked what his plans were. He said, ‘Well 4 \ve had many enjoyable times there. | had occasion to
lad, | suppose | could retire, but if | do | am worried that | et his family, and | think that the send-off that they gave
might get old. So, if I do, I had better find something else to,; -, yesterday was befitting for someone who has made a

do.’ At the time, John was 82 years of age. Thatis somethingery good contribution to South Australia. His family can feel

of which many people who knew John might not have beem,qj"hroud of someone who succeeded. He made a good

aware because age was something that you did not ment'dc‘:ﬂbntribution to this parliament and was a worthy member of
| knew how old John was and | remember having a chat i9,q | jheral Party. Those of us who knew him were proud to
him a few mor!ths before h.|s 80th ’blrthday., sa‘ylng, John, Youa\| him our friend. | sincerely hope that his predecessors
have got a big one coming up.’ He said, ‘What are youg|io,y the line and policy that he put forward because, if they

talking about?’ | said, ‘Well, your birthday. He said ‘It is just ; P
a birthday. | said, ‘No, it's the big birthday,’ and he looked gg'iahgeo'ggirtae'affrty and the people of South Australia wil

atme and he said, *And lad, we are not going to tell anybody | actually sat through a fair bit of that marathon speech

about it or how old | am going to be, are we?’ | said, ‘Well ; 4 . ,
. ; ! . o " that John delivered. | will admit that | may not have paid a lot
John, it is a big one, perhaps your family will arrange f attention to it, and | did not try to follow it in length

something.” Well, | was delighted to be a guest at John’ b d k | I f
80th birthday that was organised by his family and, while haqig\?vuvsv%rgz members would know, fam normally a person o

was a bit grumpy about his age being revealed, | know th o )
he was absolutely chuffed at what was a very fitting tribute  In conclusion, it was a pleasure to serve with John and to
to the 80 years of life of that wonderful man. call him my friend, and | commgnd thg motion to the house.
John Mathwin left the world a very decorated man. Hel express my condolences to his family.
was decorated not only for his military achievements, o
amongst which he was a Normandy veteran and was also in Ms CHAPMAN (Bragg): It is with pleasure that |
the first of the troops over the Rhine and into Germany, busupport the motion. John Mathwin OAM truly had a remark-
he also received a number of commendations from councible life, and what a remarkable man he was! He will always
| was delighted that he received the Centennial Medal in 200ke remembered with warm affection and high regard.
and an OAM. | do not mind volunteering that | nominated Yesterday | had the pleasure of attending the service, and
him for those latter two awards, and in true John Mathwirheard Stephen and Jeanette and other members of his family
recognition, when | received the letter from Government@mongst those who spoke so magnificently as they said
House saying that he was to be awarded an OAM, | foun@oodbye. | could not help recalling some of the common
that someone else had also nominated h|m, and againyeiements that Mr Mathwin eSpOUSEd. He insisted that | call
would not happen very often that nominations are receivefim John, which | thought was to recognise my becoming an
from two different areas in relation to the one individual. 2dult but, as I learned later, it was to ensure that people did
Finally, a reserve in the City of Holdfast Bay at Seacliff Park,not think he was older!
the John Mathwin Reserve, was dedicated and named in Nevertheless, it gave me an opportunity to recall some of
John’s honour a couple of years ago, and that reserve stantfee common elements that he had with my father. They both
as a reminder to the community of his work. came into the parliament at a similar time in the early 1970s.
John Mathwin left his mark on the world. He will be sadly Both had had a tribe of children, and had the contemporane-
missed but his family can deservedly be very proud of whabus challenge of raising them in single-parent families. Both
he achieved. | offer, my sincere condolences to John’s fivhad a resistance to disclosing their age, and both had a love
children—John, Stephen, Jeanette, Peter and Kaye—theaind passion for women. | have to say that one of them is still
families, and also particularly to John’s dear long-term friencbursuing that! Perhaps the most obvious difference between
Cecily who supported him so ably at home and gave John thiaem was that one was six feet three inches tall and, with due
chance to die at home with dignity. He will be sadly missedrespect, Mr Mathwin was 5 feet something.
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I recall the family holidays that we had when the Mathwinthese two individuals having established or re-established a
kids would come to stay. They were very active in theLiberal foothold on the coast of this great state.
pursuits we got under way, usually under my father's Some of the stories, | am sure, will be told over coming
direction. Mr Mathwin would stand safely and wisely on theyears, of some of the outrageous campaign activities that both
verandah. Probably picking stumps and mustering sheep wek&eini Becker and John Mathwin got up to. | must say that my
skills that they have not found useful in later life. However,husband, who was then the leader of the Liberal Party, was
having seen, experienced and been part of some of theetively involved in a number of them, which | will not repeat
professional lives of John’s children, | can say that theithere today. Like many of our colleagues, | was very proud to
contributions, particularly in the worlds of education and thehave joined hundreds of people yesterday, including a
law, have been exemplary. They are a great tribute to Johmumber of family and friends, at the Heysen Chapel at

Humour was always foremost in Mr Mathwin’s mind. | Centennial Park. They were there to pay tribute to a lifetime
recall an occasion when | (probably under age) was drivin§f achievement and to celebrate what has already been
Mr Mathwin to Flinders Chase on fairly treacherous roadseferred to as an extraordinary life. o
| allowed the vehicle to get into a spin in the gravel and we AS many have already outlined his contribution in terms
did a 360-degree turn—I have never confessed this +gf local government activities, | shall not repeat that, but |
anybody. In true humour, Mr Mathwin, as he gripped thewould like to make a few remarks about his contribution as
front dashboard and went white with terror said, ‘Well, at& §tate member of parliament, first for Glenelg and then for
least we are pointing in the right direction.” Bright, between 1970 and 1985. | thought many of them were
He was certainly a man before his time, and | would “kecaptyred in what can only be considered to be a very moving

y ' service yesterday, and | am sure that everyone came away

to acknowledge, as | am sure others will, that Mr Mathwing., ., it service with some very cherished memories of John
made a fine contribution to this parliament, and on many ver athwin OAM

important issues. Even at the time of entering the parliamen
in July 1970, after spending many years in local governmenrg

he had recognised the significance of the future of tourism i, 4 2y \tter sense of irreverence to himself, sometimes to his
his maiden speech to this parliament: it was a way of th%olleagues, but usually to the government at that time
futyre. He, of_course, presented Glenelg and.lts ENVITONS a8 cause, as has already been said, he came into parliament
being a premier area for that, but he spoke of it at length an 1970 so he experienced all too short a period as a member

with Fasst't(?n' I—_|etrecogn_|sed tpe |rtrr1]portan3§ oflocal gi\’%:néf a government). That extraordinary long speech that he
ment getling Into services lor the aged. a remarkabl€,,jqe on the establishment of the casino has already been
fortuitous area to consider. He opposed compulsory votin

for local t it : lunt H " ferred to (I think the official timing is something like three
or local government. | remtalns voluntary. Heé SUppOrte€G,q s and 10 minutes). After he had completed his remarks,
18-year olds getting the vote: that law occurred.

he endured a great deal of chiacking from colleagues on both
He supported the Surf Life Saving Association receivingsides and he feigned a great deal of hurt at being accused of
state government funding: that has occurred. And he certainlyeing a filibuster.
wished to support many other organisations in his local | can remember that on future occasions he was quite
community. He advocated the importance of consumesffended when he was called the Liberal Party’s chief
protection law and, as we know, in the early 1970s theilibuster. He correctetansard at one stage, | understand,
Consumer Protection Act and Consumer Credit Act followedwhen he said that he was always happy to speak—usually
His speech is of some note if you understand Mr Mathwin’syith a microphone, and preferably with a microphone. He
history. He described the importance of protecting womeRyould speak anywhere, any time, and on any subject, but his
who went to ladies’ hairdressing salons from being chargeg@reference was in this chamber. However, he was emphatic
more than they were entitled to be for a haircut, that is, for thehat he was not a filibusterer—he was a filler-inner’, and a
extras that are added on for shampoo, conditioners and thery good one at that, and he loudly proclaimed that he would
like. He insisted that this was a very important issue in hisiccept that nickname and answer to it in future years.
electorate, a very important area of reform. But if you | will relate another John Mathwin story of which | am
understand where Mr Mathwin was coming from, as wasparticularly fond. He was always superb to new members on
noted yesterday at his service, he was a widower and he hag@th sides—albeit he did not like the socialists, as we have
the perfect seat: it was full of widows. already heard—but he was particularly friendly to new
members on his own side. One former colleague tells a story
Mrs HALL (Morialta): 1, too, rise to make a few remarks about his coming in to hear one of the early speeches of a
in support of the condolence motion moved by the Deputynew member. It was a very well-researched speech and he
Premier and supported by the Leader of the Opposition. Was determined to deliver this particularly important speech
would like to support a number of the remarks already maden behalf of his electorate and on behalf of the Liberal Party.
by my colleagues and will not repeat a humber of John'dHe stood up and was conscious that he had a 20 minute time
many achievements. | would like to extend my sympathiedimit so he was speaking very quickly (not quite as quickly
and those of my husband to his family. John Mathwin OAMas does the member for Morphett sometimes, but for those
was a very special person, in my view. Not only was he alays he was speaking particularly quickly). So, John Mathwin
loving and devoted husband, father and particularly proudidled up to him and very gently whispered in his ear, as |
grandfather, but he was one of those rare individuals whanderstand it, that he ought to slow down because ‘You don’t
could honestly have said that he devoted a lifetime of serviceeed to hurry through addresses but you must improve your
to his local community. | well recall many stories of the 1970delivery; and please remember, laddie, that, as no-one is
election, when John Mathwin and his friend and colleagudistening, you may as well enjoy it'’. That put off the new
Heini Becker, the member for Hanson, were elected for thenember entirely and he sat down just a few minutes after-
Liberal Party, and they very proudly extolled the virtues ofwards.

Some of the stories relating to this chamber, in my view,
rovide a snapshot of a very mischievous sense of humour
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I think history and many of the clippings in the library will ago, because | know that John will be watching and that, if
show what an active local member John was. He was veryot through the member for Morialta, through someone else
passionate about a number of particular issues, but | think e will send me the same message, so | will not commit that
needs to be said that his commitment to young people wasffence again.
very real and he pursued that as an issue right throughout his John's advice was always well-intentioned, and | always
parliamentary career. He was one of the early advocates feook it on board. In most cases it was constructive advice, not
coastal protection. He was deeply involved at the time (whicla reprimand, and he would often say, ‘Keep going’. As the
is now particularly relevant) in the controversy over buildingmember for Bright said, John always called you ‘lad’ or
and the height of buildings on the Glenelg foreshore. | thinkladdie’. He introduced me once at a function and he made
it has often gone unrecognised that it was John Mathwin wha mistake with my name, as sometimes happens. Afterwards,
moved the first environmental impact statement bill in thishe came up to me and said, ‘Laddie, don’t you worry about
house, which is quite prophetic, in my view, given what hashat, because they will all remember your name now.’ John
happened since. always had an answer; a way of getting around things. He

One of the more prophetic things (and | was quitewas a consummate politician and a consummate gentleman.
surprised to read about it when | was checking through théle told me how he came to Australia as a Pom, and | said,
clippings) is that, in October 1985, he gave a very poignani’'m a Pom’, and we had a bit of a chat about where we came
speech, in hindsight, about the difficulties and the doubldrom. | admired John’'s efforts on arrival in Australia in
standards of the building code at the time. He was verypuilding the bricks and then the house in which he and his
concerned that homes were being built in Hallett Cove, in damily eventually lived and in which he died. He was a
rapidly developing area, from materials which floutedmaster painter.
building regulations, and he was particularly concerned atthe My wife and | were restoring an old house at the Bay, and
use of fibro board. As we all know, the illness that finally one day John came around to look at the house. We were
claimed John's life was particularly related to that issue. having a few drinks, and John disappeared. | found him in

| know that this has caused a lot of amusement on thene of the rooms which we were still finishing off. He was
other side, but there is one quote of John'’s that | want to putinning his hands along the walls, and | asked what he was
on the record because he was very proud of this. During th@oking at. He said ‘Well, | can't find the joins in the
1973 Address in Reply, again speaking about his concerngallpaper’. I said ‘That's because there aren’t any, John; it
about socialists, John said: is all stencilled’. My wife had put nearly 1 000 hand stencils

The difference between socialism and communism is slight. Th n this wall. From thenon, he ]L_‘St did not want to_talk tome
only difference is that socialism takes a bit longer to achieve thdecause he realised that my wife was the talent in that area.
same result. If members opposite were honest with themselves, th&o, he spoke to my wife and | was relegated to being told
would follow the example of socialists in Italy who, when there is how to conduct myself in the world of politics.
an election, include the hammer and sickle on their street banners. John was a great guy. He was a good bloke and a very
The interjections during that speech were fairly significanpassionate man. Certainly, as the member for Glenelg and in
and very loud and caused the speaker of the time a great deé other roles in state and local government, he gave 110 per
of distress as he attempted to restore order to the chambegent all the time. There was not a function that | attended both

My husband and | were privileged to join John and hisas a candidate and as the member for Morphett that John was
family and friends at his 80th birthday party. As has alreadynot at. John was always supportive of the community. What
been said, he was particularly concerned not to have thether members have said about him today is just the tip of the
number 80 written on any card or cake. However, by the eniteberg of what John did and who he was. He was a fantastic
of the afternoon | must say that he was certainly enjoyindloke who will be very sadly missed. | know that in all the
himself, and we found it difficult to believe that he was organisations with which | deal today, | have never heard a
celebrating 80 years of life. We all acknowledged yesterdaypad word about John Mathwin. He was a great bloke, he will
that John died just two days short of being able to celebratbe sadly missed and | pass on my condolences to his family.
what would have been his 85th birthday. There was absolute-
ly no question that he was a dedicated and loving family man, Ms BREUER (Giles): | rise today to support this motion.
and we know that his family and friends will miss him Yesterday | had the honour of representing the government
terribly. He was not a spectator of life but always a veryat John Mathwin’s funeral. At the time and since then, a
active participant. | am sure that all of his family and friendsnumber of members opposite have asked me why | was there
will share wonderful memories of a very special person wha@nd did | know John Mathwin. I cannot say that | knew John
lived a long and extraordinary life. very well; | certainly did not know him at all, really. | met

him a number of years ago, but after listening today and being

Dr McFETRIDGE (Morphett): | rise to support this at the funeral yesterday, | feel like | do know him. He
motion. | was going to say that | will miss John Mathwin, but certainly was an incredible person. The reason why | attended
I think he is using the member for Morialta as a medium andhe funeral and why | am standing here today is that | did
still giving me advice. | will try to slow down for the sake of meet John Mathwin many years ago—probably some
his memory. | have to confess that it was me whom Joh80 years ago. | was trying to work out exactly when it would
Mathwin phoned a few weeks ago and gave some advicéave been. To the consternation of my family, one of my
This was not the first time that he had given me advice. tousins, Dean, became involved with a young woman who
think Heini Becker sometimes played tag with him. Johnwas the daughter of a Liberal politician. At the time this was
Mathwin was a very important part of my life before | came amazing. Here we were, this Labor family—
into this place and once | was here, and | certainly want to Members interjecting:
pass on my condolences to Cecily and John’s family. John Ms BREUER: A socialist family with a hammer and
always gave full and frank and very clear advice. | will notsickle on our doorway! We came from a long line of Cornish
commit again the offence of which | was guilty a few weeksminers. | remember that when | was a child, my father,
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Dean’s father, my dear Uncle Ken, used to talk about politicsno doubt that we held similar values and beliefs, and there is
Our grandfather used to talk politics, but it was always theno doubt that John lived his life to the fullest. | think it is
Labor version of politics, of course. quite remarkable that he retired from parliament at age 65;
Ms Rankine: As opposed to? but, boy, for the next 19 years he still undertook so many
Ms BREUER: Absolutely! We could lay claim, although things. Perhaps there is a lesson in that for all of us.
it was not talked about very much at the time—and | only | was very privileged to be present yesterday at the
realised this recently—that our great, great uncle was aelebration of John'’s life. | guess of all the things that hit me
member of the upper house in Western Australia and hagesterday at that celebration of John Mathwin’s life was when
helped form the AWU in Western Australia. Family membershis son Stephen said that John was born to a 17-year-old
had, at times, helped out in elections all over the place for thenother. When his mother fell pregnant at the age of 17, the
socialist parties, of course. And so, to hear that this cousin dather (a Swiss waiter) left the country immediately, never to
ours had become involved with a daughter of a member of thibe seen again. His mother was disgraced, and both his and his
Liberal Party, and a Liberal member of parliament on top ofmother’s life was very difficult. If we think about it, if he had
that, was pretty amazing. It is probably one of the biggesbeen conceived today, what chance would he have had of
scandals ever to hit the Raymond family at the time and sincéeing born? Thank goodness, John was born back in 1919,
However, | have to say that eventually we did get over it. because how many organisations would have been that much
Yesterday, it was interesting when | met with my cousinspoorer in the subsequent time? This parliament would not
again, including Dean’s sister and brother. We were talkindiave had the benefit of his contribution, and certainly none
about Dean’s marrying into this Liberal Party family. They of his family members would be here today. To John
said ‘You know, we were all Labor people. He was the oneMathwin we say a big thank you: you made a great contribu-
who turned his back on it.’ At the time Dean said, ‘Oh, yeah tion to this parliament and to this state.
I married into it; | had to.” This was amazing for us. | was
very pleased to have been present yesterday and to hear theThe SPEAKER: |, too, knew John Mathwin very well,
comments about John Mathwin. He certainly must have beeslthough probably not as well as some of the people who
an incredible person. One of the things that impressed me th&@ve spoken but certainly well enough to count him amongst
most was the fact that he was a single father for so mangny friends. As other honourable members have mentioned,
years—and | do | remember hearing about that at the timéne was, first and foremost, a man who gave commitments and
He obviously did a wonderful job with his family, because enjoyed delivering whatever it was, wherever it was. Life was
the comments from his daughter Jeanette, his son and othaipout doing something useful. Regardless of the organisation
family members reflected what a great person and familyo which he belonged and to which he pledged his support,
member he was. you could rely on John. Those stories which | could tell, |
Whatever we do in this place or in our lives, our family is suppose, are pretty much the same in character as the kind
the most important thing in our lives and that is by whom weone might have told about the late Gil Langley or the late Des
need to be remembered. | have heard people being talkéebrcoran: many of them not quite suitable for the record here.
about in this place after they have died and | think: ‘Why doNonetheless, he was an amusing man who embraced life and
good people always die? Why don’'t any bad people evelived it completely. He was a fine example to those around
die?’ We only ever hear about the saints. When we talk aboutim, and | am sure honourable members would quite happily
deceased people in this place, they all turn into saints drave me remark that he was a fine example to his family
people who have performed miracles. We say what wonderfuvhom, in turn, are a memorial to his life and what he stood
people they were. We know damn well that they were not, bufor. Altogether, he was someone who always sought out the
we always say that they were. Consequently, | think that iplace where he could have the greatest beneficial effect. He
does not matter what | do in my life, when | die, they will still was not a person who was shy to participate in discussion
say what a great person | was because that is what happenih people whom he knew were very much less fortunate
in here. However, in this case | know that it is for real andthan the majority of us. He sought out those people and did
that he was a wonderful person. From hearing his childremwhat he could for them, as demonstrated by his contributing
and family talk about him yesterday, you know that that wasso much of his time to organisations such as Meals on
the case. If | felt that my children would talk about me like Wheels.
that when I die, | would be so pleased because they certainly On behalf of the house, | will ensure that a copy of
do not talk about me like that now! Hansard is presented to the family. | invite all honourable
| say to the family that my family expresses its sadness anembers to pass the motion moved by the Deputy Premier,
your loss. It was a pleasure seeing everyone again yesterdagyd seconded by the Leader of the Opposition, by standing
and to realise how proud you are of your father and grandin silence in their places.
father. | was very happy to represent the government at the Motion carried by members standing in their places in
funeral yesterday. silence.

Mr MEIER (Goyder): |, too, wish to express my deepest [ Sitting suspended from 3.07 to 3.15 p.m.]
sympathies to John Mathwin’s family. It was a pleasure to

serve for some three years with John when | first came into

this house. As so many other members have said, he madepARLIAMENTARY PRACTICE: CONDOLENCE

new members feel very much at home. He certainly helped MOTIONS

me overcome some of my fears about the unknowns, and he

encouraged me to speak on a subject when | tended often to The SPEAKER: Before calling the Deputy Premier to
prefer not to say anything. It was very interesting to be heraeek leave of the house to move the next condolence motion,
and to be part and parcel of that debate when John spoke foan | make a point to all honourable members that, whilst it
so many hours, and it is something | will not forget. There isis the convention of the chamber to acknowledge the passing
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of any one of the members of the chamber and, indeedetter, giving it new education and economic opportunities.
members of the other place, and that, equally, it is théNo Premier could ask for a better legacy.
convention of the chamber to acknowledge the passing of a Jim Bacon was first elected to parliament in February
head of state who has had responsibility for affairs in Soutt1996 and became opposition leader in April 1997. In August
Australia in some form or other, and the chief justices and the 998, Mr Bacon led the first majority Labor government in
like, it has not been the usual practice, unless there has bego years into office in Tasmania, and his government was re-
some outstanding reason to do so, for the chamber telected in July 2002. In February this year, Mr Bacon
entertain condolence motions for people from outside SoutAnnounced that he had inoperable lung cancer, resigned his
Australia, unless they have made an outstanding contributiotommission as premier and retired from politics. The courage
to the development of civilisation and democracy elsewher@e displayed in making his announcement and his honesty in
to the extent that it is warranted in the opinion of thedescribing himself as ‘a bloody idiot for smoking’ touched
chamber. us all. As his replacement Paul Lennon said, ‘It was a brief
Itis my view that it is an area of standing orders that needbut spectacularly successful political career.’
to be dealt with and made more explicit, otherwise we will ~ Anyone who ever met Jim would know that he was very
not simply be acknowledging in addition to those categoriepassionate about his home state of Tasmania. His vision was
that | have mentioned, such as acknowledging the death #r a Tasmania that was more confident, more tolerant, more
Indira Gandhi who was murdered by an assassin angyrogressive and stronger. As premier, Jim Bacon helped give
likewise, that of Olaf Palme more recently, but we will get Tasmanians optimism and a renewed confidence in their
into the practice of deifying and canonising people fromstate’s future. While he was at the helm, Tasmania’s fortunes
outside South Australia who have had nothing whatever to dimproved measurably, and he left Tasmania in better shape
with South Australia, but rather someone of significance irthan he found it. He was a straight shooter whose decisions
one or other of the major parties. were firmly rooted in commonsense. His laconic, self-
It is for that reason that, whilst | think it is not inappropri- effacing sense of humour appealed to all who met him. After
ate for the Deputy Premier to seek leave of the house on thiyis resignation, his focus turned from politics to family, and
occasion to acknowledge the passing of the late premier Jilme vowed to make the absolute most of the brief time that he
Bacon in Tasmania, we should do it in a framework that ihad left. Sadly, it was to be too short.
deliberate and conscious rather than a framework that is On behalf of the state government and all South Aust-
ad hoc, lest we go down that slippery slope into the vortex ofalians, | would like to pass on my condolences to Jim's wife
spending all of our time acknowledging the passing of peopl&loney and his children. The house might be touched to note
who may be significant to party organisations but not to thighat among the many tributes to Jim Bacon there was a
institution and the people of South Australia in any directparticularly heartfelt one at Tasmania’s parliament. The staff
sense. | mean no disrespect to any person living or deceastitere decided to honour the former premier by going into
by making those remarks. | make them in the sincere beliefiork on Sunday and hoisting the three flags on top of the
that the Standing Orders Committee needs to address it, abdilding to half mast.
I make them acknowledging that any member of the house
has the right to prevent leave being granted for any such The Hon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition): On

proposition to be debated. behalf of the Liberal Party, | second the Deputy Premier’s
condolence motion and express our regret at the passing of

BACON, Hon. J.A., DEATH Jim Bacon MHA, former premier of Tasmania. | ask that you,

Mr Speaker, convey to Mr Bacon’s family our deepest
The Hon. K.O. FOLEY (Deputy Premier): | move: sympathies and gratitude for the role that he played as a

That this house expresses its deep regret at the death of ﬂl{gember of the Tasmanian parliament and the great contribu-

former premier of Tasmania Jim Bacon, and places on record it§on he made to that state over a number of years. Jim
appreciation for his long and meritorious service. Bacon’s political career, as the Deputy Premier said, has been

On Sunday 20 June, the former premier of Tasmania Jiff€Scribed by many as short but spectacular. He was first
Bacon died after a ’short battle with cancer. He will beelected to the Tasmanian parliament in 1996 and only one

remembered with great affection by all of his Labor col-Year later was appointed Labor leader and elected as Premier
ithin two years.

leagues around the nation. The Premier is today attending h X ) ) . )
state funeral service in Hobart before flying on to Canberra_ His rapid promotion reflects a rare passion and determina-
for COAG. He will be there with all serving premiers of t|on,_a_md these are traits, cc_)upled with his nat_ural Iea_dershlp
Australian states and the Prime Minister. Jim was held in veriualities, that saw Tasmania do well under his premiership.
high esteem by his fellow premiers and colleagues in federalim spearheaded significant progress in areas such as air and
politics. Recently in Canberra the federal parliament paid £62 access, tourism, the arts and infrastructure. He was

tribute to Jim Bacon prior to the commencement of questiofmmensely proud of what his state had to offer and was well
time, similar to what we are doing today. known for extensive promotion of Tasmania, both interstate

There | understand that Prime Minister John Howaro"’mOI o(\j/erlsegs. .He was even more committed to its people,
described the former Labor premier as a man of stron8nce eclanng.
convictions who fought hard for his state. The Prime Minister Our people are our greatest asset and we must encourage them,
told federal parliament that Jim Bacon was a very construc&are for them and ensure they have a good quality of life.
tive person to work with, a person whose interest was thén February 2004 Jim, sadly, announced that he had inoper-
future of Tasmania. The federal Leader of the Oppositiorable lung cancer and resigned as premier. A relentless
(Mark Latham) said Jim had been a good Labor man, aptimist, Jim Bacon used what would have been shocking
committed trade unionist and successful reformist premier afiews to him and his family to send a message to Tasmania’s
Tasmania. He said Jim had transformed the state for thend Australia’s youth about the dangers of smoking. His
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successor, now Premier, Paul Lennon declared in a tribute to | would also like to say that, as a BLF unionist in his
Jim that the Tasmania of today would not even exist withouearlier time, Jim had a lot of the characteristics that those of
Jim Bacon. This is quite a statement. He was a man whas from the union movement knew in the BLF—the sense of
earned the deep respect of his colleagues, and | am sure thatmour, the larrikin tendencies that came forward, and an
all members present will join me in paying respects to the latinteresting love of culture and the arts (whether it be music
Mr Bacon and acknowledging his terrific contribution to theor the visual arts). | know that Jim was particularly keen to
state of Tasmania. ensure that the arts portfolio was one of his important areas.
Many people will be aware that a number of initiatives in the
Mr CAICA (Colton): | rise to support this motion and arts community flourished under Jim as premier.
will be very brief in my comments. | was fortunate to meet | particularly remember his going-away party at Trades
Jim Bacon in my capacity as the national secretary of thélall, | think in 1996, when he was slightly hesitant about
United Firefighters Union when it held a national conferencébecoming a member of parliament, talking about what would
in Launceston. Jim kindly agreed to open that conference, artge the main needs of Tasmanians. It was obvious then that he
that was not long after he was elected as premier of Tawas going to be a great member of parliament, as he was a
mania. Of course, for people opposite and others who alwaytsade unionist. | was very impressed, when | was elected to
place a question mark over the ascent of unionists to parligsarliament in 1997, that he rang and congratulated me and
ment, Jim was a prime example of a former BLF secretangaid, ‘We have to ensure that we continue the fine tradition
who was able to rise to the highest level of government.  of trade unionists as good members of parliament.’ | am very

| was inspired by the speech that Jim gave to our nationgiad that he has left us. With his progressive views and his
conference and by his vision for Tasmania. He was keen tabsolute determination that social justice be achieved by all
arrest the outflow of people from Tasmania and focus on thAustralians (not only Tasmanians) he was always dedicated
pride that he and others felt about their state and, indeed, #§ making sure that people got a fair go. For me, he will
create a state that would attract people back—not just peopféways be a role model for people who believe in a progress-
who had left Tasmania but also other people from aroundve way forward.
Australia.

It is safe to say that he embraced Tasmania but, just as The SPEAKER: | add my own condolences to those

importantly, it was the people of Tasmania who embracethiCh have been offered by the Deputy Premier, the Leader

Jim Bacon for all his qualities. | guess | could focus on Onﬁand other members. May | say also that | will ensure that the

aspect of his career, that is, that, as well as being premier,

was also minister for tourism. | will mention the amazing

statistics that occurred during his time in that position.
Visitors to Tasmania increased from 500 000 to over

700 000 in 1998 alone; and the amount of income from HOSPITALS, NOARLUNGA

tourism went from somewhere in the vicinity of $550 million 5 petition signed by 384 residents of South Australia,

in 1998 to over $1 billion in 2003. In 2003 he stated: requesting the house to urge the government to provide

Tasmania is a destination of unmatched beauty. We have antensive care facilities at Noarlunga Hospital, was presented
enviably clean environment, fondly preserved heritage buildingshy Mr Brokenshire.
superb local produce and, arguably, the friendliest people in the Petition received
world. :

%mily receives a copy of theansard.
Motion carried by members standing in their places in
silence.

And Jim Bacon was among the people whom he described as CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION

‘the friendliest people in the world’. He opened up Tasmania

to a level to which it had never been opened before, and he Petitions signed by 398 residents of South Australia,
was a man who was proud of his state. He became a greatquesting the house to pass the recommended legislation
Tasmanian and will be remembered as a great Australian. Weming from the Constitutional Convention and provide for
send the commiserations of this house, and mine particularlg referendum, at the next election, to adopt or reject each of
to his wife Honey, his sons Mark and Scott, and stepsothe convention's proposals, were presented by the Hons

Shane. D.C.Brown and G.M.Gunn and Messrs Brindal and
Williams.
The Hon. SW. KEY (Minister for Employment, Petitions received.
Training and Further Education): | would also like to add
my condolences and support for this motion. | had the CHILD ABUSE

fortunate opportunity to know Jim Bacon quite well for a

number of years as a trade union official, particularly when A petition signed by 733 residents of South Australia,
he was secretary of the Trades and Labor Council in Tagequesting the house to urge the government to establish a
mania and | was working at the United Trades and Laboroyal commission to investigate the extent to which the
Council in South Australia. Our councils, along with the otherPolice, Family and Youth Services, Department of Police
trades halls around the country, had a lot to do with eacRrosecutions Office, Correctional Services and Public Service
other and worked on a number of campaigns, particularly o®ector have properly investigated allegations of child abuse
workers’ rights but, most notably, on health and safety, agnd investigate allegations of wrongful convictions, denial of
well as entitlements for work and family responsibilities. | rights and the extent to which these government departments
remember Jim being very much an advocate in those area®d agencies have implemented effective policies to ensure
and also being very keen to ensure that the rhetoric waikie elimination of adverse practices and activities, was
matched by the action. | think that is the main thing for whichpresented by Mr Brindal.

| remember him. Petition received.
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QUESTIONS Thrifty’s policy for vehicle rental, which is an Australia-wide
one, and is published on their website as the terms and conditions for

. ; ; rental, states that any vehicle rented must not be used:
The SPEAKER: | direct that written answers to the On any unsealed road (being a road not sealed with a hard

following questions on thélotice Paper, as detailed in the  material such as tar, bitumen or concrete) unless the Vehicle is
schedule that | now table, be distributed and printed in a 4wWD in which case it may also be used on graded unsealed
Hansard: Nos 238, 253, 279, 300, 301, 302, 320, 331, 365, roads. No Vehicle (including 4WDs) may be used on off road
371, 391 and 396; and | direct that the following answers to conditions. Off road conditions include but is not limited to fire

questions without notice be distributed and printed inThig%'éﬁi’czeﬁggggf‘i?ﬂbtrrcaec:%r' gﬂgggﬁaggggs'

Hansard. When asked about there being any roads excluded from this
policy, the Company stated unequivocally that there are no roads in
SOUTH AUSTRALIAN REPRESENTATIVE OFFICES outback South Australia that are excluded from travel by vehicles
rented from their Company.
In reply toHon. R.G. KERIN (3 May). In summary, a sedan vehicle may be driven only on sealed roads

The Hon. M.D. RANN: The Minister for Industry, Trade and  and being a sealed road is the criteria, not the geographical location
Regional Development has provided the following information:  of the road. A 4WD vehicle may be driven on any graded, unsealed

I am advised that: i _roads in any area of South Australia.
At 1 July 2002, South Australia’s network of overseas offices

comprised: COMMUNITY ROAD SAFETY FUND

- Tokyo
Jakarta In reply toHon. M.R. BUCKBY (2 December 2003).
Bandung, West Java The Hon. P.L. WHITE: The total income budgeted for the fund
New York, USA _ _ for the 2003-04 financial year is $53.4 million. Budgeted expenditure
Shanghai, People’s Republic of China on road safety policing and projects is based on that income and in-
Jinan, People’s Republic of China cludes payments of $29.6 million for policing and $23.8 million for
Hong Kong ) budgeted transport infrastructure projects and other road safety initia-
Dubai, United Arab Emirates tives. | am advised that funds received to the end of March 2004 total
Singapore $21.1 million.
Kuala Lumpur Any new project over and above those budgeted for would

The Economic Development Board (EDB) in samework for  require revenue into the Fund in excess of the projected budget. At
Economic Development in South Australiarecommended (Recom-  this stage speed camera revenue is below projections and, as a

mendation 51) that the Government liaise with industry and Austradgonsequence, it is unlikely any further projects or initiatives beyond
to determine the most appropriate and cost effective means of deliyhose initially planned will be possible in 2003-04.
ering in-market support services of most benefit to South Australian

exp‘lgrl;t:rrse.cent review into the (former) Department for Business, ECONOMIC AND FINANCE COMMITTEE:
Manufacturing and Trade (now the Department of Trade and EMERGENCY SERVICES LEVY

Economic Development) also considered that there should be a )
continued focus on rationalising the Government’s overseas offices. The SPEAKER laid on the table the report of the

The government is committed to ensuring the State’s overseasommittee entitled Emergency Services Levy 2004-05, which

representation advances South Australia’s interests and provides,s heen received and published pursuant to section 17(7) of
value for money to the tax payer.

The government had recognised the need for an assessmenttB Parliamentary Committees Act 1991.
its network of overseas offices as early as 16 September 2002 when
Cabinet resolved to close the overseas offices in Tokyo and Jakarta MINISTER’'S REMARKS
effective from 30 September 2002. At the same time, Cabinet also
agreed to a 12-month watching brief on the office in Bandung, West  The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Deputy Leader of the
Java. Following an assessment of that office during early 2003Opposition): Mr Speaker, | rise on a point of order relating

Cabinet decided that this office would also be closed effective fro L ! . ?
31 Jlu|y 200:'3. 1S office wot VeTOMy the privileges of parliament. On 22 June this year, in

On 13 October 2003 Cabinet approved the closure of the Nevanswer to a question | asked during estimates, a set of
York office effective from 31 January 2004. detailed figures on a year by year basis for the enterprise

The government still maintains a direct office arrangement i i ; ) :
Shanghai and Jinan, People’s Republic of China, Hong Kong, Dubgparg_alnlng agree_ment with t_he_ Nurses’ Federation was
United Arab Emirates, Singapore and Kuala Lumpur. provided by an officer of the minister. In a personal explan-

The government’s current assessment of the overseas officfion today, the Minister for Health has said that the informa-
network is by far the most wide-ranging review of its type for sometion provided was inaccurate, but she has not provided figures
éearsl. '.tn '”V?!Vef notmomy drel-testtlngmflrst-p:nr:]mplesl.n dbufna'rsc_’to replace the incorrect figures, and | seek your ruling. If a
meavr(la«gtpsI a%g (Jg?e?rﬂisning tr?e ?n%%¥ a%prggfigtg foervrvnaof ir?—m:rglze inisteris _qurectlng mls_'nformatlon gven tothe pa”'amem'
representation from the many choices available. then the minister must give the correct figures rather than just

I am also advised that an aspect of the recent trip to China by thsay that the previous figures were wrong.

Minister for Industry, Trade and Regional Development adjunctto  The SPEAKER: | will take that inquiry on notice and

the Vaile-China mission has afforded him an invaluable opportunity. .: : :
to experience first hand how the Government’s current overse[%:;g%g;(:k an answer to the question before the chamber rises

office network operates in China and Hong Kong and how it sup
ports peer-to-peer business relationships. This knowledge will be a
valuable ingredient to the current assessment process. RADIOACTIVE WASTE

ROADS, OUTBACK The Hon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Environment and
In reply toHon. M.R. BUCKBY (30 March). Conservation): | seek leave to make a ministerial statement.
The Hon. P.L. WHITE: The honourable member's claim that ~ Leave granted.
hire-car company “Thrifty is refusing to hire cars to people intending  Members interjecting:
to travel on South Australian outback roads as a result of their bad  The Hon. J.D. HILL: Thank you. The sympathy of my

condition, which condition Thrifty maintains has eventuated sinc : : f :
the outback road gang funding was cut” is at odds with informatioglem"e"jlgues is noted. | rise to inform the house that this

provided to my office by the head office of Thrifty. In contrast, morning t_he Full Bench of the Federal Court has handed
information given to my office by Thrifty is as follows. down its judgment on the South Australian government’s
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appeal against the commonwealth’s compulsory acquisitioadvice | was given was that the officer assisted this person in
of land for the proposed radioactive waste dump. The fulln official capacity up to a point where it was clearly not
bench of three judges has unanimously upheld Soutboing to be an ongoing investigative role, and that the officer
Australia’s appeal. The state’s appeal was based on two cooentinued to assist this person—I think the words suggested
propositions: firstly, that natural justice was denied andby the Commissioner were ‘in a compassionate role’—and
secondly, that the minister was not entitled to take intahat the ongoing support provided to this person was not part
account urgency related to the passage of the Public Park Bithf a normal investigative process.

The court ruled that the federal government misused its The officers who work in this area are extremely commit-
powers through the compulsory acquisition of land in the fated, decent officers who clearly do not simply just deal with
north of this state. The court also ruled that the federapeople when they are investigating and then terminate the
government pay all South Australia’s cost, including the costinvestigation. | am advised that this officer continued to assist

of the trial and the appeal. this person for compassionate reasons, but it was not part of
I might ask one of my colleagues to finish this statementan official investigation. Indeed, it is almost certain that that
if you do not mind, Mr Speaker. work, | assume, would have occurred during his office hours,

The Hon. P.L. WHITE: This victory sets a precedent for but it may have occurred outside his office hours. Where |
state’s rights—that the federal government cannot trampléink | was incorrect when | first gave the advice to the house
across state’s rights when it comes to the compulsorwas in giving the impression that it was done off duty. It was
acquisition of land. The federal government may now seeklone outside of a normal investigative role. In fact, some
to restart the process to establish a dump in our state or it mayotes have just been handed to me. | discussed this whole
appeal today’s decision to the High Court—that is a decisiomatter with the Police Commissioner.
for the Prime Minister. What appears certain is that a federal When the Leader of the Opposition raises such an
election will be held before this dump can be built. | call onimportant matter and there is conflict, | needed to be sure, as
the federal government to accept the court’s ruling, and taid the Commissioner, what occurred. | met with the
accept the will of the people on this matter. Plans for usingcommissioner of Police, the Acting Commissioner for Crime,
South Australia’s north as the national radioactive wastéadeleine Glynn, and the Acting Officer-in-Charge of the
dumping ground should now be scrapped. Today’s Federdllajor Crime Investigation Branch, John Venditto, who did
Courtruling is a comprehensive victory for South Australia.a review of the case to ensure that the police were correctin

The SPEAKER: The minister, of course, has my the way in which this was being conveyed to the house. The
sympathy. | trust that the headline on tomorrow morning’sCommissioner of Police was at that meeting, and | have some
newspaper will not call into question the abrupt terminatiomotes from that meeting.
of his career, as the same disease caused it to do about mine!As | have already said, the allegations were based on a

recurring dream. All avenues of inquiry were quickly

QUESTION TIME exhausted, and it was concluded that the allegations had no
substance. The advice | was given in that briefing was that the
MEMBER’'S REMARKS detective involved continued to provide a support role, for

compassionate reasons, following the determination that the

The Hon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition): My  allegation had no substance, rather than an official policing
question is to the Minister for Police. In relation to the role, that is, an investigative role. | was further advised that
minister correcting the parliamentary record earlier todaythe officer went beyond what an officer would normally do.
will the minister advise whether the Police Commissioner hasle was not doing it in his official capacity as an investigative
actually told him that the officer was ‘not acting in an official officer. That is the sort of context of my discussions with the
investigative capacity’? This morning, the minister told thepolice.
house: An honourable member interjecting:

Whilst | told parliament this support was provided outside his T_he Hon. KO FOI_-EY: Y_es; that is the point I am
normal working time, | am now of the view that it would have beenmaking. By giving an immediate response to the house at 6
more accurate to say that this was done as part of his normal dutigsm. on that day—straight off the telephone from the

but not in an official investigative capacity. Commissioner—I think | gave the impression that he was
That statement is very much at odds with an email sent bworking outside his working hours.
police to the witness involved, which states: An honourable member interjecting:

... Acting Operations Manager, Detective Sergeant Brian Swan, The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: Yes; and | came back and
from Major Crime Investigation Branch, has read your document angorrected it as soon as | realised the error. That is what you

has agreed with me in taking a course of action. . . do when you make an error in this place: you do not try to

The email then sets out what actions the police were going toover it up or hide it; you admit it and you move on. | quickly

take. corrected it. It is a matter of degree, but the important point
The Hon. K.O. FOLEY (Minister for Police): When| is that an officer went beyond what would be a normal

made my statement at 6 o’clock that night, | had just finishednvestigative role to offer a compassionate, supportive role
a telephone call with the Commissioner. | indicated that myto a person, and | think that is a good thing.

recollection of that brief conversation was that the officer An honourable member interjecting:

may have been acting, | think the words were, ‘outside of his The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: The member for Bragg
normal operational time’ (that is, that he was doing it in hisinterjects that | should not try to demean it. | was not the one
own time). A subsequent written briefing and verbal briefinggrying to demean it: | was the one supporting our police. | was
with the Police Commissioner, the Assistant Police Commisnot the one making the accusations that the Leader of the
sioner and an officer we had review the case after it wa®pposition was. From memory, | think they were that the
raised by the Leader of the Opposition about this matter, police failed to follow up a murder investigation. If you want
discussed this matter further with the Commissioner. Théo talk about demeaning the police of our state, | consider it
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somewhat demeaning when the Leader of the Oppositiois no ambiguity about this, that the Commissioner of Police
issues a press statement that infers that the police had rand his acting Commissioner for Crime advised me:
followed up a murder investigation. In my view, that is e allegations were based on a recurring dream. All avenues
demeaning. of inquiry were quickly exhausted, concluding the allegations had

no substance. The detective involved continued to provide a support
The Hon. R.G. KERIN: | have a supplementary question. role for compassionate reasons following the determination that the

This morning, when the minister told the house that hedllegations had no substance, rather than an official policing role that

believed that the officer was not acting in an official investi-'S Investigative.

gative capacity, was he told that by the Commissioner?  The Acting Commissioner of Crime went on to advise me:
The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: | will walk the honourable . .. the officer went beyond what an officer would normally do,

member through it again. not in his official capacity as an investigative officer.

The Hon. R.G. Kerin: Is this what the Commissioner told | cannot be much clearer than that. With the issue that | raised
you? L here a week ago, | did not want to leave the impression to the

The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: Yes, the Commissioner—  pgyse that the officer was doing this outside of his normal

The Hon. R.G. Kerin: Put it on the record. working hours. He was doing it when he was on duty—

The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: No. Let's just clarify this very The Hon. R.G. Kerin: Why is he making commitments
carefully. | issued a media statement, and | will quote fromf it's not in an official capacity?

that, because this was following advice from the Commis- The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: The Leader of the Opposition

sioner. ) o ~says: why was this police officer making commitments when
The Police Commissioner has assured me that the allegations g&'\vas not doing it in an official capacity? | just come back
murder were handled appropriately. to what the Commissioner and the police have advised me.

police, | think the Leader of the Opposition said, failed tokjndness.

follow up a murder. | said in my press release: The SPEAKER: Order!

Today the Commissioner sought additional assurances fromthe The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: An allegation was made to the

Acting Officer in Charge of the Major Crime investigation br?‘”Chﬂoolice about a murder. An officer interviewed the person in
in relation to the documents that form the basis of issues raised \}i

the Leader ofthe Opposition in state parliament yesterday. DetectidU€stion. ltwas a recurring dream, and the advice | was given
Inspector John Venditto then concluded the following— Is that—

and it is very important that this be put on the record— The Hon. RG. Kerininterjecting:

‘| have read all documents that relate to this matter held by (th The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: ' Well, the Leader of the
detective). | have spoken to (him) and his senior officer at length anEppOSItlon shakes his head and says that's not right. Well,

on this basis | have found that there is no evidence that could amouat's what the Police Commissioner has advised me. I will
to a reasonable suspicion of homicide having been committed by argyo through it again.
person. My review has found that (the detective) acted well within' The Hon. R.G. Kerin: Answer my question.

the investigative process expected in the situation. | note that (the . e .
detective) informed the author on 13 February 2004 that the matter The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: The Commissioner advised that

raised by the author did not constitute an official police investigatiorit Was a recurring dream. The officer involved investigating
in the sense of a homicide or paedophile investigation.’ saw it—considered the matter—it was a recurring dream. But

The Hon. R.G. KERIN: | rise on a point of order, sir. the officerwhen then terminating that investigation, or those

The question was quite specific: it was about whether théhauiries, or whatever it was, then decided that he would
information the minister gave the house this morning wa§ontinue to give the person some support for compassionate

what he was told by the Commissioner. reasons. _ o
The Hon. M.J. Atkinson interjecting: The Hon. R.G. Kerin: So he had been acting in an
The SPEAKER: Order! The Attorney-General will not  Official capacity before that, had he?

interject. He has not been asked a question. The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: Well, somebody lays a com-

The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: | am putting important informa-  plaint—
tion on the record, and | am coming to the answer. | am The Hon. PF. Conlon interjecting:
advised that the officer continued working with the complain- The SPEAKER: Order! The Leader of the Opposition is
antin a supportive role for compassionate reasons, rather thaat of order in interjecting with further questions, and the
in an official investigative role. Clearly, the officer had an Deputy Premier—
official investigative role up to a certain point, and that is  The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: Mr Speaker, the important point
what | was advised. They investigated whether or not theravas that the impression | left the house with the last time |
was any substance to the allegation and then determined thafs here was that the officer involved was providing
there was none. The officer in question continued to offer assistance outside his normal working time. What | told the
supportive role to the person involved for compassionat&ouse earlier today was that it would have been more accurate
reasons. That officer did so, not in an investigative role buto say that this was done as part of his normal duties but not
in a supportive role. in an official investigative capacity. He did it in working

TheHon. R.G. Kerin interjecting: hours. If there has been any confusion given by me, |

The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: No. What | said this morning apologise to the house. | do not think there has been. If the
was that it would have been more accurate to say that this wasader of the Opposition is suggesting that | said something
done as part of his normal duties, but not in an officialthat | should not have, | apologise. | cannot be much clearer
investigative capacity. You brought to the house a number dhan whatever official capacity the officer in question was
emails, from memory, that talked about a period of time anaperating in was for a brief period until he determined that
a police investigation. What clearly occurred, and what | haveéhere was not a matter of substance. He then went on to offer
been advised, and | repeat to the house to make sure that thergport, not in an official investigative capacity. But the
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important distinction that | tried to make with my statementwe gave him. | indicate now that, since 18 June, Point
today was that he did it during his working hours, not whenBonython has been producing LPG and relieving the
he was off duty, which is the impression | think | left the extremely tight supply. We are very grateful to have got

house with a week or so ago. through it without incident. The public were unaware but, on
this occasion, ignorance certainly has been bliss. We are
LPG PRODUCTION grateful for the constructive role of the Leader of the

] o o Opposition and, of course, for industry and the individuals
Mr O’'BRIEN (Napier): My question is to the Minister \yho assisted—

for Energy. What is the impact on consumers from the lack . Venning: As always.

of production of LPG in South Australia, and when will )
SANTOS resume producing LPG from its Port Bonython, The Hor?. P.F. QONLON.The member for Schub_ertsays
plant? As always’, and if only that were the case. Believing as in

' the art of war in a consistent system of rewards and punish-

The Hon. P.F. CONLON (Minister for Energy): The { thi on | t thank the Lead fth
house will no doubt remember that, on 1 January this yea ents, on this occasion | must thank the Leader ol the
pposition and, no doubt, | will have other things to say in

there was an explosion and fire at the Moomba gas pla
which led to a crisis in the supplies of gas in South Australia UtU"e:
The public was also well aware of the difficulties faced in
South Australia in those first few months until the Moomba CHILD ABUSE
plant could return to partial production in January and fuller o
production as we went on. What was not so well known was '€ Hon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition): My
that the production of LPG and the separation of liquids als§uestion is to the Attorney-General. Given that, on 2 June the
stopped at that time. The methods putin place for the supp ttorney stated, ‘I gm_cor}&denng_ an inquiry or options short
of gas were not methods that allowed the separation of liqui f a . roy_al commission, what inquiry or options s he
and their transportation down the line to Point Bonython. con§|der|n%? When will he make a recommendation to the
Mr Vlenning interjecting: parliament
The Hon. P.F. CONLON: Well, I am going to say The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): | had

Someth|ng nice about one Of you here, e} you Should pa?OﬂVersations abOUt that matter on Monday, and | am St|”

attention. Let me go on. considering it.
The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: Don't do it, Patrick! It is not

worth it. SPECIALIST REVIEW AND INVESTIGATION
The Hon. P.F. CONLON: Credit where credit is due. It UNIT

was not until 1 June, in fact, that the production of liquids N
was started again from Moomba. It takes some 17 days for The Hon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition): My
them to travel from there to the plant at Point Bonython, sgluestion is to the Minister for Families and Communities. In
during that time the state had been relying on reserves stor&¢hich department s the Specialist Review and Investigation
at Point Bonython that otherwise would have gone to expor/Nit recommended by the Layton report to investigate
and supplies shipped in from interstate. Unfortunately, afomplaints against decisions and actions against FAYS
some time in May this year, | was advised by Santos thacated? Who heads this unit? To whom does it report?
those supplies had actually run out at Point Bonython and we The Hon. J.W. WEATHERILL (Minister for Families
were entirely reliant on the interstate supply of LPG, both forand Communities): This question provides me with an
auto gas and bottled heating. opportunity to bring to public attention this important reform,
Mr Hamilton-Smith: You would be very good in the whichwas in facta measure putin place by my predecessor,
Senate, | can tell you. You would be a very good senator. the member for Ashford. The specialist unit that is called for
The Hon. P.F. CONLON: You guys have been trying to within the Layton report has indeed been established. Its work
get me there for six years—good luck. commenced some months ago, and it plays the very role
Mr Hamilton-Smith: | suggest you run. contemplated within the Layton report. Within the Depart-
The Hon. P.F. CONLON: | can understand why you mentof Human Services, which is now earmarked to be split
might not want me here; | can truly understand that. | caPetween the two agencies from 1 July, it will be located
understand why Homer Greenspan over there would not watitithin the broader notion of the Department for Families and
me here. How is that MBA going, mate? This presented &£0mmunities and report directly to the chief executive of that
very tight supply situation in South Australia. We did all thatdepartment. It is an important element of the accountability
we could, including things such as the registering of newneasures that have been called for in the Layton report.
heavy vehicles to increase the capacity to bring supplies from It will focus on complaints of inappropriate conduct by
interstate; but supplies were very tight, to the extent that ifioster carers or, indeed, FAYS workers in relation to children
May we had to consider whether rationing was an option. Omvithin the care of the system. It provides a first level, |
the best advice that we had, we decided that imposinguppose, of independent scrutiny of the conduct of the
rationing would probably cause a scare which would balivision that is presently called FAYS within the child
greater than any benefit that would flow from it. Also, in protection system. This is not the only accountability
May, in fact, on the very same day that | discovered thianeasure. Two very important additional accountability
situation, | spoke to the Leader of the Opposition about it angheasures were announced as part of the budget announce-
indicated to him that it was my view that a rationing of ment. One is the guardian for the child and young person,
supplies would be counterproductive and more inclined td?am Simmons having been appointed to that role. The second
cause panic than any benefit. is a very important committee, the Child Death and Serious
| thank the Leader of the Opposition; he has made ndnjury Review Committee, which has also been established
attempt to exploit that politically or the ongoing briefings thatthrough the funds provided within the budget.
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So, we have three crucially important accountabilitygovernment or, indeed, government sector. They will now all
measures that have been called for in the Layton report améside within the Health and Community Services Ombuds-
have now been provided by the government through fundinghan. A commitment has been made to establish a special unit
both in the last budget and the completion of those tasks iwithin that ombudsman’s office for child protection matters
this budget. | do not have with me the name of the persoso that it will be a one-stop shop for complaint mechanisms
who heads that inquiry, but | will provide the name for theabout quality of service in relation to service providers. So,
honourable member: a well-credentialled person experiencabose four accountability mechanisms have been introduced

in carrying out investigations. by this government. This is an open and accountable
government.
The Hon. R.G. KERIN: As a supplementary question on
that unit, what moves have been made to ensure that the DISABLED CHILDREN

clients of FAYS are aware of the appeal process?

The Hon. J.W. WEATHERILL: | will bring back to the Mrs REDMOND (Heysen): My question is also to the
honourable member a detailed answer about the protocol biinister for Families and Communities. Has the minister set
if one is suggesting that this is a matter of a complaint againstp a specialist investigation unit to cover children with
a particular FAYS employee, the usual grievance process igjsabilities for whom no formal order of care exists. The
first, to take the matter to the head of the district office informer minister stated in April 2003 that the government
question. If that does not lead to a resolution, it is escalatedould consider the establishment of a specialist investigation
possibly to a further level, and each time, if there is dissatistinit through FAY'S to handle complaints involving children
faction from the person making the complaint, they are mada alternative and residential care and also to cover children
aware of the next step in the grievance process. The Speciaith disabilities for whom no formal order of care exists.
Investigations Unit sits within that hierarchy. But | will  The Hon. J.W. WEATHERILL (Minister for Families

provide a detailed answer to the leader. and Communities): Yes, we have, and | will explain. That
is the special investigations unit about which the Leader of
LAYTON REPORT the Opposition asked earlier. That is the unit that investigates

L particular complaints against foster carers or, indeed, FAYS
The Hon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition): My  \yorkers in their relationship with children in respect of whom
question is again to the Minister for Families and Communispe gepartment may have had some responsibilities. So, that
ties. Has a specialist unit pee_n sited ywthm the Ombydsman nit does exist and also has responsibilities for the particular
office to manage complaints in relation to FAYS actions an ircumstances of children with disabilities.
decisions as recommended by the Layton report? Wi .
- - e know from the Layton report that they are children
Jhg Hon. J.W. V\_/II:A:;H%(RI#L (rll\/lmlsterécl)r Fam|I|§s ¢ with a special vulnerability and, sadly, as has been seen by
and Communities): | thank the honourable member for yho hymper of institutions mentioned in the popular media
highlighting another of the important reforms that have beeng ety those children are particularly vulnerable—often

introduced by the government in response to the LaytoRg o;se of their inability to communicate what has happened

report. There are two similar recommendations within th_eto them and the misreading of circumstances and conduct that

Layton report. One calls for the establishment of a unit within, o\, mav be enagaged in. which is evidence of abuse but
the present Ombudsman and the other notes the establishm >c/;h mgy not bgregcogr:is’ev(\jl bly selrvic\g providers. Tklmjis is aun

of the health and community services Ombudsman and cal ; ;
h ) o pecially vulnerable population. They are often not ambulant
for the establishment of a special unit within that body to deal | 4 J¢ten have many different peopie providing services to

with questions concerning child protection. When.thethem. So, a large number of people come in contact with

?ﬁem and there is a special need to take care. This special
fhvestigations unit will enable us to act on the complaints of
people who seek to bring these matters to our attention.

best for all the child protection Ombudsman measures
reside within the one Ombudsman’s office.
Ms Chapman interjecting:
The Hon. J.W. WEATHERILL: When and if it passes Mrs REDMOND: | have a supplementary question. Can
the parliament, with the support— the minister advise how many investigations that unit has
Ms Chapman interjecting: _ ~ undertaken or is undertaking?
_ The Hon. JW. WEATHERILL:  That is a genius  Tpg Hon, J.W. WEATHERILL: | thank the honourable
interjection by the member for Bragg— member for her question. | am not certain of that. | think |
Ms Chapman interjecting: was advised—but | will stand corrected and bring back a
The SPEAKER: Order! ) detailed answer to the house—that something in the order of
The Hon. J.W. WEATHERILL: —who points to her  gq inyestigations have been completed in a very short period.
obstruction and that of her party of a fairly elementaryThey certainly may have been commenced, but | am not

reform. We are trying to promote reforms to the child proteéCentirely sure how many have been completed. | will bring
tion system, and the member for Bragg helpfully documents 5ok a detailed answer to the house.

the obstruction of those opposite to those sensible reforms.

Ms Chapman interjecting: PAEDOPHILE TASK FORCE

The Hon. J.W. WEATHERILL: Sir, | have had trouble
getting the message across about the obstruction of the The Hon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition): My
opposition, and the member for Bragg is doing a much betteguestion is to the Minister for Police. Given the number of
job than | have been able to in terms of bringing this to thecases of child abuse currently coming to light, will the
public’s awareness. Certainly, we have chosen to collapse thisinister commit to ensuring that the paedophile task force
complaints mechanism about service—and this includes atlontinues to investigate complaints? On Monday 21 June the
service providers, whether they be in the private, nonPaedophile Task Force Superintendent said on Adelaide radio
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that the Paedophile Task Force was temporary and that lie allow our police to do their job, which is to catch the most
hoped to scale down the task force dramatically in approxievil people in our community, charge them, bring them

mately four months’ time. before the courts, and let justice be done.
Mr Brindal interjecting:
The Hon. K.O. FOLEY (Minister for Police): | will CHILD ABUSE

ignore that interjection from the member for Unley, as | must, o o
because it was really quite distasteful. The Paedophile Task Mr BRINDAL (Unley): My question is to the Minister
Force was the creation of the Police Commissioner. Clearlfor Human Services. Has the minister turned the allegations
itis an operational matter. For the benefit of the Leader of th€f serious child abuse and the files on such matters related to
Opposition, it is not my role to tell the Police CommissionerPaedophilia which are in her possession over to the Paedo-
how to do his job. It is for the Police Commissioner to judgePhilia Task Force and, if not, why not? On 24 October 1997,

how he will— the member for Elizabeth wrote to then minister for human
Mr Brokenshire: Clearly, this government does not Services, Dean Brown, on behalf of a constituent—
therefore care about the Paedophile Task Force. The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Unley knows

The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: That was an inane interjection that he does not refer to any honourable member by their
from the former police minister that this government does nofiame.
care about the Paedophile Task Force. | wish members MrBRINDAL: Sorry; | apologise—on behalf of a
opposite could resist the temptation to play politics with sucteonstituent Mrs Cynthia Jenke. The letter concerned child
a serious matter. Members opposite had eight years to dipuse allegations prior to 1982 and raised serious concerns
something about paedophilia and child protection in this statéegarding the suitability of a foster carer. At that time,
and they did nothing. We brought in the Layton inquiry. Weimmunity existed from prosecution of those parties who may
have put in the biggest reforms in child protection for manyhave sexually abused children. However, the then minister for
years, if not in this state’s history. This government is puttingnuman services took the matter so seriously as to reply as
250 extra social workers, psychologists and support staff intéollows:
the field. This government is resourcing our police. This In view of the seriousness of the allegations, a letter will be
government has overseen the establishment of a police tapkepared by FACS Field Services Division indicating that the

force on paedophilia. As we saw last weekend, there wer@formation provided by your constituents would preclude the
eight or nine arrests as the first— applicant from becoming a foster carer.

Members interjecting: Therefore, | ask whether the member, in her capacity as
The SPEAKER: Order! minister, has handed that very serious file to the Paedophile

The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: The other great reform thatwe Task Force?
have brought in is that we lifted the pre-1982 provision, ~The Hon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health): | recall
something which the former government would never do. Théhe letter and | certainly recall the former minister for human
former government was happy to protect paedophiles whgervices reply to me in relation to that matter. No; I have not
offended pre-1982; this government was not. passed that matter on to the Paedophile—

Mr BRINDAL: | rise on a point of order, Mr Speaker. In  Mr Brindal interjecting:
answering the question, the Deputy Premier accused the The SPEAKER: The member for Unley will come to
previous government of protecting paedophiles. | find thaorder!
personally offensive. It is a matter for debate and should only The Hon. L. STEVENS: —Task Force, but | will
be canvassed by substantive motion. | ask him to apologiseertainly give it some consideration—it was some years ago.
and withdraw.

The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: | apologise and withdraw for ~ MrBRINDAL: My question is to the Deputy Premier. In
any hurt incurred by members opposite. All | can say is thisview of the Premier’'s and Deputy Premier’s statements on the
it was this parliament, with this government in power, thatevils of serious child abuse and of their public calls for the
lifted the pre-1982 provision which meant that people couldesignation of the Anglican Archbishop, will the Deputy
not be investigated if— Premier also call for the resignation of any others who aid

The Hon. M.J. Atkinson interjecting: abusers by ignoring victims and covering up complaints,

The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: To make sure that the record is regardless of faith or organisation? Similarly, will he hold his
correct, it was at the initiative of the Hon. Andrew Evansministers and public servants accountable if evidence
MLC (Family First) and supported by this government. Thisemerges which shows they have acted in an identical way to
was something that the last government would not do. Sdhe Anglican Church administrators?
when it comes to attacking paedophilia, this governmenthas The Hon. K.O. FOLEY (Deputy Premier): That is an
taken more decisive action than any of its predecessors—xtraordinary question and an extraordinary allegation. |
my view. The Paedophile Task Force is adequately resourcetgject any inference that | called for the resignation based on
and it will continue to get the support of the resources that thany prejudice | may have towards the Anglican Church.
Police Commissioner thinks is appropriate and that he An honourable member interjecting:
requests. The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: That was how | inferred the

The Police Commissioner and | work well together. Wequestion. If | inferred it incorrectly, well, that is how |
talk often and we consider these issues and, where assistanoferred it. | was asked a question on 5AA at 10 past 7 one
from the government is required to supplement the policenorning. | was asked whether | agreed with a very prominent
force, there is never a blank cheque but it is always keenlformer Liberal member of parliament, who | would have
considered by the government and in most cases providgdought was a close ally of the member for Unley, Jennifer
within a short space of time. As we saw last weekend, ther€ashmore, who wrote a letter Tine Advertiser putting out
were numerous arrests, many of which go back to pre-1982 well-structured argument that Archbishop lan George
What we have to do is put the policies and resources in placghould resign. | had seen the Archbishop on television on the
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weekend denying, from memory, certain aspects of som205, which relate to deregistration of teachers in some areas
communication that he had or had not seen from, | think, thand how we manage those complaints. | do not have at my
bishop from Hobart. | had also read the report and looked dtngertips the exact numbers who have been deregistered, but
other matters. I will get for the member those numbers for the last three
After having had the letter from Jennifer Cashmoreyears. If | understand the member correctly, she wants the
explained to me, | was asked whether | agreed. | ask anyonmeumbers for 2001-02, 2002-03 and 2003-04.
who has not read that letter to read it, because it was a well-
argued, well-structured argument for the resignation of lan Ms CHAPMAN: lindicate that the Teachers Registration
George. | simply said ‘Yes’, because | could not think of anyBoard reports on an annual calender basis, so that would be
other correct answer to give, because it was such a welfor 2001, 2002 and 2003. As a supplementary question: how
structured argument. | have no regrets for my action and, imany teachers employed at government schools have been
fact, since | have had further briefings and meetings wititlisciplined or dismissed by the Department of Education and
various people, | am even more satisfied that | made the rigt@hildren’s Services, or have resigned, prior to disciplinary
call, and had not, in any way, misjudged the matter at handaroceedings being taken as a result of improper conduct in the
The member for Unley has been making all sorts of accusapast three years?
tions. From memory, | think he has information on up to  The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: | am very happy to
15 cases of paedophilia inside state institutions. | repeat thgive the same answer as to the previous question.
call—
Mr Brindal interjecting: HOSPITALS, ADMISSIONS
The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: Ifthe member did not say that,
| am not quite sure where they occurred. However, the Ms BEDFORD (Florey): My question is to the Minister
member has said that knows of 15 incidents. | say to théor Health. What are the figures for the annual increase in the
member what | think the Premier said; that is, ‘Do what youtotal number of people admitted to our metropolitan hospitals
should: take them to the police.’ | assume that the member f@ver the last three years and how many patients are being
Unley has met with the police today, because he cannot malégred for in hospital while waiting for a commonwealth-
an accusation and then not deliver it immediately to théunded aged care placement?
police. | look forward to those 15 cases being hand delivered The Hon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health): | thank
to the police, and they should be delivered today. Theréhe member for Florey for her very important question,
should be no hesitation in bringing those forward. | challengdecause demand continues to increase at our metropolitan
the member for Unley that, if his allegations are serious, thepublic hospitals. In the metropolitan booking list hospitals—
should be given to the police today. the Royal Adelaide, the Repat, the Lyell McEwin, the
An honourable member interjecting: Women'’s and Children’s, the Queen Elizabeth, Flinders and
The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: So, we are not going to have Modbury—2001-02, the total number of admissions in
them today. | think that more than adequately answers th&001-02 was 244 000, an increase of 16 000 over the previous
guestion. year. In 2002-03, the number increased by a further 9 000 to
The SPEAKER: Can | help the house understand that the253 000 admissions. So far this year, an extra 8 850 have
member for Unley, or any other honourable member who haeen admitted to metropolitan hospitals in the first three-
taken notes of interview from constituents, has done that iuarters of the financial year compared to the previous
privlege and they need to check before they pass thaorresponding period.

information onto anyone as to whether or not— The state government is fighting above its weight,
Mr Brindal interjecting: providing record resources for our health services and
The SPEAKER: Order! —that constituent would allow implementing the recommendations of the Generational
or wish that to occur. The member for Bragg. Health Review, but we need the commonwealth government
to accept its share of responsibility as well. For example,
TEACHERS, CONDUCT during May an average of 89 people each day were cared for

in our metropolitan hospitals while they waited for a
Ms CHAPMAN (Bragg): My question is to the Minister commonwealth funded aged care placement. On an annual
for Education and Children’s Services. How many teachergasis, this number represents a cost in acute beds of
employed at government schools have been deregistered $19 million a year. The commonwealth must play its part by
disciplined by the Teachers Registration Board for impropencreasing GP numbers, increasing the number of nurses and
conduct or disgraceful behaviour toward a child in the pasgioctors being trained, increasing aged care places and by
three years? Notwithstanding the debates in relation to theversing its decision to cut $75 million from health funding
royal commission and/or inquiry, the Teachers Registratiofio South Australia over the next five years.
Board annually conducts inquiries of its own motion. Last
year alone it conducted inquiries into the conduct of four APY EXECUTIVE
male teachers in schools who had recent criminal convictions
for possessing child pornography and pursuing improper Dr McFETRIDGE (Morphett): My question is to the
relationships with students. Deputy Premier. What action will the state government take
The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Educa- to prevent the APY executive sacking its general manager
tion and Children’s Services): | thank the member for before the forthcoming elections? The government has
Bragg for her question relating, | understand, to the previouaccepted crown law advice that serious doubts have existed
three years of accounts from the Teachers Registration Boarsince last December about the authority of the APY exec-
We take those matters very seriously and have recognised théve. Consistent with Bob Collins’ recommendations, an
observations from the Layton Report. There are recommendatection will soon be held for the executive and chair. Last
tions that relate to 132, 137, 138, 139, 144, 145, 146, 147 andeek, the chair of the APY executive, Gary Lewis, allegedly
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attempted to sack the General Manager, John Buckskin. Whewlton, who | know is committed to public education in this

is the government doing about this? state, for his question. The state and territory ministers have
The Hon. K.O. FOLEY (Deputy Premier): lamaware repeatedly called on the Australian government to fund public
of this issue— schools to the minimum level of funding that private schools
An honourable member interjecting: receive. Unfortunately, our calls have again fallen on deaf
The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: Well, I try to keep my fingeron  ears. The Australian government prefers to behave like a
the pulse of many things, and | stand to be criticised. schoolyard bully, threatening to cut funding to state schools
Mr Wiliams interjecting: unless a new range of conditions are met. Our government
The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: No: | do not. believes, however, that whilst we strongly support setting
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for MacKillop is high standards for quality teaching in our schools, and
out of order. reporting for parents, and in providing adequate support to

The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: Thank you, sir. | should not Schools to enable them to meet their goals—in fact, we
respond, and | apologise. | will take that question on notic@€lieve that our schools and teachers need support, and not
and obtain an answer for the honourable member. | arffireats of punishment to make a difference. Whilst the federal
concerned by the allegation but, by its very nature (that is, [§Overnment s taking a big stick to our schools, government
is an allegation made in parliament), with all due respect, §chopls \_NlII not receive a single extra dollar above normal
would want to have it verified. inflation increments to meet the Howard government's new

I am sure all members are aware that former Senator BoB/!l€S-
Collins was involved in a very serious motor accidentafew (plike the federal government, this state government's
days ago in the Northern Territory. He was airlifted to commitment to education such as increasing physical fitness,
Adelaide, and he is in intensive care in a very serioUsetter literacy, and improved school retention, are all backed
condition. Albeit brief, his work to date had been extremelyup with funds. This includes the $35 million for early years
productive, and some announcements will be made shortiteracy in this year's budget. The Rann government con-
about some initiatives on which Bob Collins had beenijnyes to invest significantly in education and this year's
working, with support from the federal government. | takepydget delivers a 3.7 per cent increase in total education
this opportunity to say that the hearts of both the governmentnging. This increase per school student is even higher with
and the opposition go out to Bob Collins and his family. We4 3 per cent, or an extra $381 for each school student,
hope that he has a very speedy recovery from a very serioyginging the three-year cumulative increase to 16.7 per cent.

accident. In comparison—and the member for Bragg might like to note
Honourable members:Hear, hear! this, the commonwealth budget papers—
TEACHERS, REGISTRATION Ms Chapman interjecting:

. P - The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: And the member for
Ms CHAPMAN (Bragg): My question is to the Minister Bragg might well like to listen to this—the commonwealth

for Education and Children’s Services. Why has the governz ;
ment not introduced amendments to the Education Ac udget papers reveal an |ncrease.between 2003-04 and
regulations to require teachers to undertake a mandato 04-05 in the federal budgets. '_I'he increase to our schools
notification course every three years to gain and maintaify =% Per cent. One clear question mark remains to be an-

ered, and that is: where does the opposition stand on

registration as a teacher, as recommended by the Teaché& . .

Registration Board in its 2003 annual report and which the© ools funding? Do they stand with the 160 000 students
former minister for education announced would be done oMVhO attend our public schools or dqthey s}and W.'th Brendan
23 November 20037 Nelson and John Howard and their unfair funding model?

The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Educa- The member for Bragg has nailed her colours to the federal

tion and Children’s Services): As | suggested in my government.

previous answer, we have taken very seriously the recom- The SPEAKER: Order! Is the minister quoting from
mendations of the Layton report. This matter has to be deajome document?

with with some urgency, and it will shortly go to cabinet. |

hope that the drafting instructions can be dealt with in the 1he Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: No.

next sitting period. It has been progressed in some ways The SPEAKER: That is clear debate: it is the minister's

significantly. We now have agreements between the varioygords. The Hon. the minister needs to answer the question
sectors of schooling in South Australia that there will beyather than bash the opposition up.

sharing of information. Reporting standards of the non-public )
schools have improved dramatically, and | hope that the The Hon.J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: |apologise, Mr Speak-

registration board’s legislation will be changed in the veryer. | would never bash the opposition. So in answer to the
near future. member for Colton’s question, there are no extra funds to

meet the new demands that the federal government has made.
SCHOOLS, FUNDING These are the old increments, the old funding models. It is

just that the rules have changed, and if schools do not meet
Mr CAICA (Colton): My question is directed to the the new rules money will be taken away. We believe that
Minister for Education and Children’s Services. Does theschool improvements should be linked to additional funds.
Schools Assistance Bill 2004, announced recently by th&Ve do not believe that new rules and new guidelines should
federal government, provide a real increase in funding fobe linked with a threat to remove the funds that schools
South Australian government schools? already receive, and we would ask for the opposition’s
The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Educa- support in supporting public education in this state. It is

tion and Children’s Services): | thank the member for support we have yet to receive.
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EDUCATION, CHILD PROTECTION children who may not necessarily be the sorts of children
whom you would not want to put next to somebody who has
Ms CHAPMAN (Bragg): My question is to the Minister been taken immediately into care.
for Education and Children’s Services. Why isn't the new Often, if these children are from a Country region, we do
child protection curriculum being implemented in schools,not want to bring them into the city and necessarily contami-
given that the former education minister announced thigiate them with other behaviour and conduct which we are
initiative on 23 November last year, that the educationrying to work against and try to work with them to stabilise
department would be reviewing the current child protectiorthat child. It also enables us to keep them in their communi-
curriculum and that the new program would be trialled earlyties. It enables us to keep them in their schools. Crucially, for
this year? the FAYS staff in those district offices, instead of getting a
The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Educa- telephone call at 5 p.m. on a Friday evening and having to try
tion and Children’s Services): | thank the member for to find a hotel room and organise a FAYS staff member at
Bragg for her question. My understanding is that there is &hort notice to actually look after a child in that emergency
draft child protection curriculum, and that further develop-accommodation situation, there will be a ready-made
ments and trialing are expected to incorporate children withransitional accommodation facility available. This is
disabilities and indigenous students. something that has been cried out for by FAYS staff. It is a
message that has been given loud and clear for a long period
Ms CHAPMAN: This question is also to the Minister for of time, and we are very pleased that we have been able to
Education and Children’s Services. Given the government’ﬁnd the funds to pro\/ide these houses. E|ght of the houses
claim and the minister’'s commitment today of taking child have been purchased, and two will be procured within the
protection seriously, why is it not mandatory for all DECS next week or so. This will fit importantly into the new
employees to report to the Teachers’ Registration Board aryiternative care arrangements that will commence on 1 July
allegation of improper conduct towards a child as recomwhich include a statewide foster care recruitment service.

mended by the board in its 2003 annual report? FAYS has resumed responsibility for identifying, assessing
Members interjecting: and supporting relative carers.
The SPEAKER: Order! Clearly, honourable members  This emergency management placement response will
want to debate. However, this is question time. provide stability and professional support for each child.

The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: | thank the member for  There will be therapeutic services. Itis crucial that, when we
Bragg for her question. | am surprised that she is so suddenpyt children into their first foster care placement, they are not
aware of child protection issues when they had not been aCt%Qj[ in at a time when they are set up for failure. They are
upon when her government was in power to the extent thatabilised, provided with some services, so that they do not
we have acted to respond to this serious issue. The reality iove from one foster family to the next, which is disastrous
that mandatory reporting is part of DECS policy. for their welfare. This is a crucially important reform. Itis in

. addition to the money that has been announced in the budget

Ms CHAPMAN: | have a supplementary question. Is theang will make a massive difference to the standard of care

minister suggesting that it is mandatory for all DECSgnq protection for children and young people in the alterna-
employees to report to the Teachers Registration Board?l,e care system.

would suggest that that is not the case at all. It is necessary
to report to the minister responsible, next door to you.

The SPEAKER: The member for Bragg may seek
information, but she does not have to engage in rhetorical
answers to her own questions.

The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: | thank the member for SITTINGS AND BUSINESS
Bragg. She would like to know whom the reporting is to; we

will get a report to her on that. We will come back to say  The Hon. P.F. CONLON (Minister for Infrastructure):
whom they are reporting to. It is not necessarily to the board. move:

That for the remainder of the session the Clerk may deliver
CRISIS ACCOMMODATION messages to the Legislative Council and the Speaker may receive

. L .. messages from the Legislative Council when this house is not sitting.
Ms RANKINE (Wright): My question is to the Minister

for Families and Communities. What action is being takento  Motion carried.
address the need for emergency and short-term alternative
care placements across South Australia? HUMAN SERVICES MINISTER

The Hon. J.W. WEATHERILL (Minister for Families .
and Communities): | thank the honourable member for her ~ The Hon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health): | seek
important question. | value her parliamentary secretary rolé¢@ve to make a ministerial statement.
in relation to this crucial issue of child protection. She is Leave granted.
providing invaluable assistance to the government in that The Hon. L. STEVENS: Earlier in question time today
role. We are taking direct action. We are spending $3.85 milthe member for Unley asked a question of the minister for
lion for the purchase of 10 new houses to be located near eablaman services in relation to a matter | raised some years ago
regional office. I will explain why that is so important. When as a local MP on behalf of a constituent to the former minister
a child is in need of crisis accommodation, at the momentor human services, the current deputy leader. There is no
there is such a shortage of accommodation that often thoseirrent minister for human services and the question should
children have to be put into community residential villageshave been directed to the Minister for Families and Commu-
or cottages, which may house youth offenders or othenities, and | have referred it to him.
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LEGISLATIVE REVIEW COMMITTEE was released in November 2001 entitled ‘Child Maltreatment
in the United Kingdom: A study in the prevalence of child
Mr HANNA (Mitchell): 1 bring up the 24th report of the abuse and neglect’. Their web site is www.nspcc.org.uk.
committee. They have a child protection help line and, in this instance,
Report received. they took a large random probability sample from the general
population of 2 689 children aged 18 to 24 years, and they
Mr HANNA: In accordance with the preceding report, | used computer-assisted personnel to conduct interviews (and,
advise that | no longer wish to proceed with Private Membersigain, sir, you would be one of the few to realise this) which
Business Bills/Committees/Regulations Notices of motiorenabled them to enter their answers directly and with
Nos 2 and 3. confidentiality into the computer. It was a result of the Full
Stop program which they launched in 1999, and they received
GRIEVANCE DEBATE a 69 per cent response rate, which is very high for surveys of
this kind. That showed that 1 per cent—and | repeat, 1 per
cent—of young people suffered sexual abuse by a parent or
CHILD ABUSE carer. In fewer than four in 1 000 cases, the person who had
) S . perpetrated the sexual abuse was a natural father. Again, | do
Mr BRINDAL (Unley): I Dbegin this grievance by saying ,,t'excuse anybody from abusing anybody, but it is interest-
that | believe the Deputy Premier in some measure mistoo g that, of the 3 per cent who were not the parent or other

in his answer the purport of my question in respect of the.arer and who were other relatives, the abuse was 75 per cent
Anglican Archbishop. The question sought simply to rpetrated on women.

establish that, having established a standard, that standdfd . .

3 ) X ) ime expired.
would be universally applied, whether it was applied to any
other faith, any other organisation or the government itself. BARLEY SINGLE DESK
I do not necessarily agree—and this is on public record—with
the Deputy Premier commenting on what may well be church  \y RAU (Enfield): In my short contribution today | wish
matters. However, his having commented on them, | am morg) refer to a matter that was raised in the earlier debate by the
anxious to see that a universal standard is applied in respagfember for Schubert. In so doing, | would like to say that |
of anyone, any organisation or any place in which this comegaye always found the member for Schubert to be a very
up. cordial person, and | continue to hold that view. He has

| commend the current Minister for Families and Commu-always been a gentleman in my dealings with him and
nities, at least in so far as in estimates we had a number @fothing that | am about to say should reflect upon that very
very interesting questions and interesting and frank answergigh esteem in which | hold him.
One of those was reported in part by the ABC. We had been However, the member for Schubert came into this place
talking about the application of funds and I had spoken aboutbday and accused me, in particular (and | hope | have his
a significant study that showed that child sexual abuse byords right), of playing politics, for goodness sake, over the
natural fathers was rare. | was somewhat dismayed the neisue of barley. Nothing could be further from the truth. The
day to have a significant number of women ring up somewhahember for Schubert was saying, in effect, that because of
distressed because they themselves had been the victimsspfggestions by me that the federal Treasurer has something
sexual abuse by their natural fathers. | would like to put orto answer for in respect of the dreadful circumstances that are
the record that I do not excuse that extraordinary breach gfow imposed upon the South Australian parliament by the
trust and care: there could not be anything more heinous. Migderal treasurer, | am somehow playing politics. Of course,
comments were not so much seeking to diminish what thosgat is not the case. For the member for Schubert, and others,
women must have suffered through all of their life, but to talkwho might repeat this fantasy over and over again | am sorry
about how the government could best apply its funds. o inform them that repetition of a fantasy will never make

Can | also say that | think no-one in this house wouldit any more of a fact. It remains a fantasy.
disagree with the proposition that the only way to fix some Here are the facts. First of all, let us not forget who hands
of these matters is to apply enough funds so that you do neiut the penalties under national competition policy. The
have to pick and choose which cases you will concentratanswer of course is—and | would love to be able to do this
on—to apply enough funds so that every case which warranta unison—everyone say together: Mr Costello. He is the one
any degree of investigation should be investigated agho hands out the penalties. The second indisputable fact is:
thoroughly as is humanly possible. That is the ideal we allet us not forget who has the discretion to refuse to accept a
want to achieve; but the context in which the minister, myrecommendation from the National Competition Council—
colleague the shadow minister and | were discussing it waand the answer is: Mr Costello. That is another fact, an
the context of limited resources. uncomfortable one | know; nonetheless, it is a fact. What the

However, one of the things asked by a number of thosenember for Schubert is doing—I am sure mistakenly; | do
women, and a number of academic women, who rang wastwot think he would do this deliberately—is blaming the
what was the source of my study? As all members know, | tryictim (in this case, the South Australian government) for an
to be accurate and honest in this house and, | must say, | datt of constitutional thuggery on the part of the federal
a double flip and thought, ‘I hope | have everything right.’ | government through the actions of none other than the
went back and checked and am glad to inform the house thateasurer, Mr Costello.
the study was done by the National Society for the Prevention So, we are in this funny situation where the federal
of Cruelty to Children, a very august authority in the Unitedgovernment is holding a gun to the state government’s head
Kingdom which started campaigning (as you would know,threatening to pull the trigger unless the state government
sir, and you would be one of the few who would know) onfiddles with the barley single desk, but the member for
behalf of children in 1884. It commissioned a study whichSchubert identifies the victim not as the South Australian
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government but as the thug who is holding a gun to the These two examples of cooperation are in complete contrast. Is
government’s head. That is a very strange situation. | am suie Premier reluctant to request the Report to be made public or is

; ; ; e he Archbishop stalling? Both are being particularly coy. We also
thatwhen he reflects on it he will appreciate that it is exaCtI);understand that you have never received a response to your request

as | say and he will come around to my point of view. If thefor 5 copy of the Report. We wonder just what needs to be done for
member for Schubert is serious about this, then he is playingis Report to receive the same sort of public scrutiny that the

politics, not me, because he knows damned well that wénglican Report has received. As you are aware from our previous
should all be standing shoulder to shoulder on the side of th{%)tes to you, we have particular concerns that should be addressed.

victim, which is the South Australian government, which is;; ﬁ;g%@%‘éﬂ;ﬁ%gﬁgﬂﬁghurCh In Adelaide is so powerful that

being subjected to an act of constitutional thuggery by the g it appropriate for a question to be asked again of Mr Rann
federal government in relation to this very important issue.whether he has received the Report to be tabled in parliament. If not,
The sooner we identify that and say in unison to thehas he asked the Catholic Archbishop again if he is willing to
federal government, ‘It is time to stop,’ the better. That WOU|dgrr?V'dﬁ,)tﬂ?hReApo{1tb.toh parlla]}ment as he dd'd with thfehAanhcan
be good for all of us. Let us not forget that the barley growerg,vhg{%ré his feag(éns'.s op refuses to provide a copy ofthe Report,
of South Australia are only one of a disparate coalition of the ) o
afflicted, a group of individuals from completely diverse The report is some 30 pages long and it raises a lot of
industries all being afflicted by national competition policy. uestions. Questions have been raised by parents of the
It is about time that a little bit of integrity was brought into children who are the subject of the report, which was
the debate. | close on this point: this is constitutionalcompiled by MrB.R. Hayes QC. For example, why did

blackmail, pure and simple. Let us nail the infamy for this onMr Hayes work from draft terms of reference rather than the
the door of the person to whom it belongs: that is,official terms of reference for this report? The parents have

Mr Costello. major concerns about Mr Hayes’ instructions from his
instructing solicitor, Mr Tony Fuller of EMA Legal, who |
CHILD ABUSE understand is employed by the Catholic Church. No records
were sighed. Mr Hayes did not seek or speak to anyone about
Dr McFETRIDGE (Morphett): A lot of shots have been these statements and it was not even part of his brief to do so.
taken in this place at people who are not able to defenéllo statements were given on oath. Persons making state-
themselves. The history of child abuse in this state ignents have not been examined to test their veracity.
something which | do not think any member of this placeMr Hayes can only report ‘upon the facts provided to me’, to
should use for political gain. People have said that there hawse his words. These parents believe that Mr Hayes has been
been a number of arrests over the last week or two. We hagiven a very limited brief on which to report to the Arch-
also had two suicides. Trial by media must stop; this issue ha@ishop with a deal of inconsistent and contradictory informa-
to be treated much more seriously. tion provided to him. They were appalled at the unprofession-
| have been liaising for many months with parents ofal nature of the interviews. They say that there has never been
children who attended St Ann’s Special School, and | have police station at Mitchell Park and wonder whether it had
asked the Premier to seek the Catholic Church’s report intanything to do with the photographs in police evidence. It
the abuse of children at St Ann’s School and table it in thiggoes on and on. It is a very unsatisfactory report.
house. As yet, despite having written to the Archbishop and
having received a letter from Monsignor David Cappo that FLOREY MEDICAL RESEARCH FOUNDATION
the Archbishop was away and that he would get back to me, ART SHOW
| have not received a response from the Archbishop. | have
not seen a copy of the report via the Catholic Church, but | Ms BEDFORD (Florey): Art plays a very important part
do have a copy of the report. The Premier has not sought fa our lives. Not only does it inspire the soul and enhance the
raise this report in the house, and | will leave members tsenses but it can also raise money. A very special art show
draw their own conclusions as to why. | refer to a letter thawill open on Saturday 26 June at the Busby Hall in the
| have received from the parents of a child who attended S¥ational Wine Centre at 6.30 p.m, preceded by an opening
Ann’s Special School. It states: night cocktail party at the same venue, to raise funds for the
Dear Duncan, Florey Medical Research Foundation at the Medical School
We have listened to Premier Rann speak strongly in public in th@f the University of Adelaide. There has been an overwhelm-
past week or so concerning the report from the Anglican Inquiry. Weng response from art schools, commercial art galleries, art
are exasperated that no similar statements have been made by hghchers and kindies, as well as amateur and professional
about the Report from the Inquiry into St Ann’s, considering its __ .. ’ -
findings are also damning. It is as though it has been completel@'tiSts; and humbly I must inform the house that I, too, have
ignored. een approached by the Florey Foundation and contributed
Last Friday (18 June) [this person] rang Peter Chataway, Premiex piece, my first acrylic and my first effort in the art area

Sﬁﬂg'seAthiserﬁg aZ'é if ‘e%etop[)eemiﬁ; hgdeboef‘?t” Fc’go‘gjetd V[Vggﬁeﬁ?t%)smce leaving school, ably assisted in the production of same
report as he seem unaware of its contents. - - - ,

Peter replied rather defensively, explaining that the Premier ha a fine and respected lO(.:aI. artist, Mr Mick O’Shea. |
previously asked the Archbishop if he would provide a copy of thelinderstand that over 400 paintings are involved, and every

Report for presentation in Parliament. He went on to explain that ibne will be offered for sale at $250. All are unsigned, so you
the Archbishop did not supply the Report then there was nothing thgyill either get a really good bargain if you choose something

Premier could do. . : . ; .
We attended the Anglican Synod last Saturday 19 June and ha\pé/ a profesIISII;)nal amStt.or Sor;ethln_g.thatthyou “k}?' Eltge(rj
a copy of a statement by John Collas, Anglican Administrator inV&, you will be supporting and providing the much neede

which he states on page 2 that on ‘Friday 28 May, the Premieréunds for research for the Florey Foundation.
Office rang indicating that they wished to table the Report in | must acknowledge the work of Robert Pontifex and his

parliament on Monday 31 May. Arrangements for this were put ing ¢ i preparing the exhibition, and also the recent award in

place and for Archbishop George to respond. Over that Weeken(gi,1 N
many of the people identified in or associated with the Report weréh€ Queen’s Birthday Honours to the former Florey Research

advised of its public release’. The rest is now history. Foundation stalwart, Mr Frank O’Donnell. Never has so
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much been done by so few. In particular, the project will aidex-smoker, and | know the negative effects on my health
the Florey Adelaide Male Ageing Study, which is also thefrom the years that | did smoke.

recipient of the current 2004-06 Florey Medical Research Today | want to talk about several items. Recently, in my
Grant. This important study is being led by Associateelectorate | was shown some of the pipes which carry the
Professor Gary Wittert. He and his team will use theirmain reticulated water supply to Yorke Peninsula and which
$450 000 to undertake a major study into the health andiould be part of the system that delivers water to the
ageing of that threatened species—the Australian male. THeaskeville storage dams and then down the whole of the
project aims to study 1 000 men in Adelaide’s north-westermpeninsula. Much of that major pipeline is above ground and
suburbs, home of the finest of the species, | am told, in whagxposed. It is showing signs of rust in so many areas. You
is believed to be the first national study of its kind. The studycan also see many examples of where it has been repaired in
will attempt to identify a range of factors contributing to previous years with the appropriate silver oxide paint, or
current health outcomes. It will look at the reproductive,whatever they use.

physical and emotional aspects of health and theirimpacton In taking me along sections of the pipeline, one of my
the ageing process. constituents showed me just how bad it is and indicated that,

We all know that men, unlike women, have taken somen earlier times, the then E&WS personnel used to carry out
time to address the neglected area of their health. More mgggular maintenance and repairs to the pipe. That has not been
die in every age group than women, except in the over 65¢lone for some years—perhaps as a cost-cutting measure.
This difference is due to diseases and accidents that aktowever, it will not be a cost-cutting measure in the long-
largely preventable, and include things such as diabetes, he&#tfm. Itwould be an excellent project for the federal govern-
disease, cancer and workplace injury. The loss and cost f9ent’s work for the dole scheme. It would be an easy skill to
family and community is enormous. South Australia has théeach anyone. It would also be useful for them to learn about
oldest age profile in Australia, and this demographic featurée preparation required prior to painting and, most import-
will have significantimpact and provide a great challenge foRntly, it should give whoever is engaged in such a scheme a
our health system as 24 per cent of the state budget gense of satisfaction and a sense of making a real contribution
allocated to health. Work by the Florey Research Foundatio® our society, because water is very important to Yorke
will help to ensure that men enjoy longer and healthier livesPeninsula, my electorate, South Australia and Australia. |
One particular preventable disease is smoking inducebiope that the state government can give encouragement to the
cancer—something highlighted by the recent death of formefederal authorities, via the appropriate channels, that this is
Tasmanian premier Jim Bacon. an excellent opportunity to take up. _ _

Apart from his legacy of great work on behalf of that . . I_also want to hlghllghtamgtterthatl h_ave raised with the
beautiful state, his message is: ‘If you do not smoke, do ng!linister for Transportin relation to possible changes to the
start; and if you are, you must stop, because if you smoke yofgdisiation and procedures in obtaining identity and full
are an idiot.” This may yet prove to be his greatest legacy. oadworthy Inspections of motor veh|(_;les. A_ppar_ently, this
urge all members in the house to note his warning; | know'aS been carneq out by the local pol_|ce officer In country
that some members are working very hard to stop theif'€aS: but there is concern that that will not occur_lnthe new
smoking habit. More than 19 000 Australians die each yeajnancial year and that Regency Park will be the inspecting
from diseases caused by smoking. This means that aimga@ency- | think that Regency Park is overworked already.
50 Australians per day die because they smoke. Approximat _ertalnly, pe_ople suc_:h as those who buy cars that have been
ly half of all people who smoke regularly eventually will be involved in minor gcmdents and seek to repair and resell them
killed by their smoking habit, with many of these deaths(@nd: certainly, quite a few second-hand motor vehicle dealers
occurring in middle age. | think the figure of 10 years hacdo that, all very legitimately; itis all above board, and in fact

been promoted as the amount of time you cut from your lirdhere are some excellent cars; and they_ have to undergp a
by continuing to smoke. roadworthy check) are very concerned, first, that there will

be extra fees in the order of, | believe, some $200 and,
econdly—and more importantly—the fact that they may
ave to wait some weeks, or possibly even months, for

I urge all members, if they have time, to go to the
exhibition—perhaps they could go on the opening day—an
to buy something from the exhibition. By bu'ylng Someth'nginspectors to carry out an inspection.
you take the message back that prevention is better than CUre, Aq | said. | have raised this matter with the minister. |

particularly in relation to smoking to as many people as,, e heen told by one of my constituents that, apparently, it
possible, particularly by example, showing that smoking has been put on hold for the time being. If that is as a result

asilly thing to do. We will all support smokers as they try to of the minister’s personal action, | want to thank her. | hope

re_ft(r)]rpr"]n a_mld, |ndd0|ng s_lql,qenstlrj]re that the%/hh?\l/erz] at IongeL_hf at the parliament will have the opportunity to consider this
with their loved ones. 1he other reason that | haté SmoXiNg, 4y i the appropriate regulations are brought before this
is that smol_<ers seem to drop their butts everywhere. At ouse and, certainly, | will have something more to say in
recent work!ng bee ata local school, | spent most ofthe da%at respect. | ask the respective members of the Legislative
picking up cigarette butts. At the very least, if we can cut OUlbaview Committee to please keep their eyes open for

the habit of smoking, we can improve people’s health alr'qegulations that may affect the procedures that currently
reduce the waste in the waste stream. apply

YORKE PENINSULA PIPELINE PARLIAMENT, REFORM

Mr MEIER (Goyder): | certainly endorse the members ~ Mr HANNA (Mitchell): The idea of reforming our
remarks about cutting out smoking. The effects of smokingarliament is not a new one. Back in September 1999, |
on our health system is incredible and anything we can do tpresented my ideas for reforming the South Australian
draw that to people’s attention is for the better. | say it as aparliament to the lower house. Today | again raise the issue
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of parliamentary reform and why South Australia needs mor&Vith PR, voters are represented by parties in more direct
proportional representation. Ours is a representative democnaroportion to the votes gained by each party. There are two
¢y, but what does this really mean? Once every three or folapproaches worth considering. First, multimember electorates
years we get the opportunity to elect representatives to whoMME), where each electorate elects a number of members
we delegate the power to make decisions regarding the wayroportional to their support within the electorate. Thus, most
our society is run. However, our current system of preferenvoters will have at least one elected member of their choice
tial voting in single member electorates has limitations. Foand few will feel that their vote has been wasted. This is the
example, no one single person is likely to represent our viewsystem used in the senate, in Tasmania and in the ACT,
on every issue. Most of us find that the MP of our choice isnoting, of course, that there is only one electorate per state in
not elected, denying us the representation that we woultespect of the Senate.
prefer. However, we do not want a dictatorship, and our In South Australia, we could, for example, have 11
society is too big to be run by direct democracy—althoughelectorates of five members each. The electorates would not
we do retain that right in the form of referenda for somebe too large (about the same size as federal electorates).
major decisions, such as changes to the constitution. However, the quota for election would be about one-sixth of
So, how can we create a more representative parliament?e vote instead of the current 50 per cent plus one. The
First, we need to consider the goals that we wish to achieveecond approach is a mixed member proportional MMP, or
in structuring our parliament. The first goal must be fairnesstop-up system, where a certain number of members are
As | have said previously, the key issue to be resolved irelected from single member electorates, with the rest being
terms of fairness is the correlation between political partyappointed from lists nominated by the parties in such a way
support and political party representation. This is theas to make the composition of the house reflective of the
principle of proportionality. A second goal would be stability. votes cast. Members may recall that | advocated this system
By this | refer to the ability of the duly elected governmentfor this house in this place years ago, so no-one can say that
to carry out its declared program while retaining a viablel have not been consistent on the issue of proportional
opposition able to regularly challenge the dominance of theepresentation.
executive of the day. Another goal should be ensuring a |t has been argued that PR fails some of the more prag-
considerable degree of connection between particulahatic of our criteria for a good electoral system, in particular,
communities and the members of parliament who represefiite requirement for stability. However, it must be pointed out
them. The Australian Electoral Commission says that amhat Australia has, for much of the past 50 years, been

electoral system should: governed by a coalition. Indeed, | would argue that South

- resultin alegislature that reflects the electorate’s wishesjustralia has vastly benefited from the past two parliaments
a government that reflects the majority opinion; in which the government of the day has had to cooperate with
be easily understood by the electorate; Independent members. The result has been greater scrutiny
ensure a quick result; of the executive. PR leads to voters being more satisfied with
allow for stable government; the democratic nature of their government, less cynical, more
allow effective constituent representation; and sophisticated, better politically educated and feeling more
allow elector choice of candidates. included in the government of their country.

So, how does our current system measure up against these
goals and criteria? On the positive side, it is fairly easy to
understand. It does give relatively quick results and it has in
the past generally led to stable government. Even in the past
two South Australian parliaments, when the governing party
has not had a majority in its own right, we have enjoyed SITTINGS AND BUSINESS
stable government.

On the other side, the most obvious problemis thatupto The Hon. P.L. WHITE (Minister for Transport): |
half the electorate voted for a candidate who was not electefove:

Certainly, voters can allocate preferences. Preferential voting That the time for moving the adjournment of the house be
in a single member electorate gives the voter the luxury of @xtended beyond 5 p.m.

protest vote but not much else. This results in a situation Motion carried.

where approximately half the electorate is represented by a

person whose policies they disagree with. The single member MANUFACTURING INDUSTRY

electorate system has two other major consequences: it tends

to perpetuate a two-party system, and it tends to advantage The Hon. P.L. WHITE (Minister for Transport): |

one sector of society in determining the outcome of electiontable a copy of a ministerial statement relating to manufactur-
and in the porkbarrelling that precedes them—the predoming strategy made by the Hon. Paul Holloway MLC in the
nantly middle-class voters in marginal electorates. Thether place.

current system also fails to produce a legislature reflective of

the range of views in the electorate. Thus, our current system APPROPRIATION BILL

meets most of the pragmatic criteria but fails most of the i . )
democratic ones and, most importantly, fails the goal of Adjourned debate on motion (resumed on motion):
fairness. That the proposed expenditures referred to Estimates Committees

The system does not allow for a range of views nor forA and B be agreed to.
specific constituencies, unless they happen to be regionally (Continued from page 2499.)
based. This system is no longer adequate for a diverse,
pluralistic society such as ours. The alternative is to bring The Hon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): In rising to participate
proportional representation (PR) into the House of Assemblyn this debate, | think that, out of all the discussions which
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took place in the questioning of the budget, the most signifi- The board of the Royal Flying Doctor Service Central Operations

cant document in all the papers that were presented ppnsequently commissioned an external consultant, Healthcare
: : :<Management Advisers, under the direction of Mr Joe Scuteri, to

contalneq in Budget Paper 3, on page 2.5, where there |sCt nduct this next phase of the review,

graph (Figure 2.1) which indicates the general governmen _

sector net interest expenses from 1994 to that estimated ftirgoes on to talk about the other particular matters. One of

2007. It indicates that in 1994-95 we were in excess ofhe interesting things that came out of this was:

$600 million in debt. By 2007 we will be paying a Very  the foundation of this review was not about funding and up until

minimal amount of interest on government borrowings. Thahow the review had been conducted under the premise that our

is a significant benefit to the people of South Australiaresources from the government were fixed. Our previous representa-

because the funds that have been released will allow fdjons to the government for additional funding suggested no reason

further capital expenditure and improvements in generaﬁ assume otherwise. The Premier seems to have indicated that this

. | hether it - “Tnay not necessarily be the case and the board is pursuing this matter.
government services. | am not sure whether it is appropriate We understand there is genuine concern in the community as to

for me to move to have this particular graph incorporated int@ne future of our Port Augusta operations. At the same time we have
Hansard, but if it is | would do so. Is it possible? been disappointed in some of the erroneous and misleading
The SPEAKER: The honourable member may not be information that has been circulating.
aware, but statistical tables at this point are all that can bg s interesting to note that, in the annual report of the board,
incorporated intddansard. statement No. 3 indicates SA government grants in 2003
The Hon. G.M. GUNN: What about a graph? amounted to $1 202 000. The Northern Territory government
The SPEAKER: No, statistical tables are all that can be gave $2 962 000, and the federal grant was $4 451 000. In
incorporated. Maybe my view is now shared by him at leasaddition, there was some cost recovery, that is, hospitals
that other forms of illustrative material could be incorporatedpaying for transfers and evacuations, of $6 893 000; other
but at present it is not permissible. revenue of $128 000; other grants of $140 000; and other
The Hon. G.M. GUNN: Thank you for your guidance, federal grants of $330 000, and this made a total amount of

Mr Speaker. On another occasion, perhaps | can be succe$s-6 million.

ful. I will have to ensure that this particular graph is widely  If it is necessary for the state government to put in extra
circulated because it will indicate to the public of Southmoney to make up for any shortfall so that the services can
Australia that this government has benefited from the difficulbe maintained, | believe that will be money well invested,
decisions made by the previous government, where it hasecause we cannot allow a situation where services at the Port

$600 million— Augusta Hospital will be downgraded and medical expertise
The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: Thank you. lost. We cannot have the refuelling services around South
Mr Scalzi: The Attorney just thanked us. Australia reduced or, in some cases, discontinued, because

The Hon. G.M. GUNN: And | am grateful for the that would create unnecessary hardship and difficulty. The

acknowledgment of the Attorney-General concerning thd. "émier has already become involved by writing a letter to
amount of money that is now available. In discussinﬁge Prime Minister, although I do not know why he has

finances, Mr Speaker, there has been an ongoing publ ritten to the Prime Minister, because | understand the
debate in relation to what role the Royal Flying Doctor'€deral government gave most of the money for the last

Service should provide, particularly in its location at Port2€roplane thatwas purchased. Most of the money for the one
Augusta. The house would be aware that the Royal FMn%rev!ously _purchased in South Australia was provided by the
Doctor Service is one of the icons of Australia. It is anPrevious Liberal government. Unfortunately, | do not think
organisation which is beyond reproach. It has provide hat much money has been provided by the state government
outstanding services to the vast outback and to the travelling" the last Pilatus they bought. However, the government

public and people in regional and rural South Australia. It hagh°uld pick up the tab, because the provision of badly needed
been widely supported. ealth services in rural and regional South Australia and for

However, there is a review taking place and it has bee%ﬁeég’e"mg public is significant and should not be down-
suggested that some of those services currently located at P rpaed.

Augusta may be transferred to Adelaide. That has evoked a This public_debate has generated a great deal of interest.
very strong public reaction throughout the northern parts of come down firmly on the side of those people who want the
the state, because there is a very strong view that none of ti§€fvices maintained at Port Augusta so that they can be
services currently provided at Port Augusta should bésSsured thatthey will not have a service which is not as good
removed. The Flying Doctor Service was recently kind@s thatthat currently operates. | urge the Royal Flying Doctor

enough to write and provide me with some information. [tS€rvice to approach the government quickly and point out the
says: need to ensure that the services are maintained.

The number of patient contacts made by the Royal Flying Doctor  Having briefly made those comments, | turn to another
Service Central Operations has increased over the past two yeargatter of great concern to me. In the company of the member
from 38 745 to 47 797 annually—a rise of 23 per cent. We are suréor Schubert, | recently attended an open day at Blanchetown,
you would agree that under these circumstances any responsiighere Scouts South Australia has a gliding club where young
board would review this situation and ensure that it can continue t%eople are taught to fly gliders. It has been established in the

meet the increasing call on its services. f - dBI h ill be i
As a consequence, in November 2003 an internal review wakOrner ormy constituency (and Blanchetown will be in my

instigated to undertake a preliminary review of our operations angonstituency after the next election). The land is owned by a
bases in South Australia with a view to ensuring that we werdarmer in the district who has given them a long-term lease,

configured as such as was to provide the highest possible level gfhich is most commendable—and that person has been the

medical assistance right across South Australia. Following from t-hlﬁ’lé'ctim of some quite unprofessional and outrageous activities

of our people and capital to the board. At that stage, one configurdD relation to native vegetation, but | will raise that issue on
tion was presented with a recommendation for further investigatioranother occasion.
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It is a very good project. We have supported them in ‘the proposal is in conflict with Council wide Objective 27 as it
obtaining some money, but they need extra funds to bring the iS not an orderly and economic location for the proposed
facilities up to a better standard to make them more attractive development given the flooding issues.

for young people to participate in this very important activity. That is not correct. This is a very lengthy document. | call
As someone who has enjoyed flying aeroplanes, | had nevgpon the minister to respond to the criticism. | ask the
seen a powered glider before, and | was most interested inister whether she is completely satisfied that the people
these machines. It appeared to me that the young people wefe question are being given fair treatment, that all those
enjoying themselves. | was able to present them with thgholved have acted appropriately, that there has been no
South Australian flag, which came with the compliments ofconflict of interest and that people have not had access to
the South Australian government, which | appreciate. | thinkjocuments. | am appalled that suddenly the Reimanns have
that the Scouts are doing a great job, and | do call on thAad an offer out of the blue to buy the property. | wonder
minister to give them that extra financial assistance, WhICIWhy | am interested in the comments made by one of the
is small when one considers the state budget, but the benefﬁ§0p|e who worked for the commission. | have been in
will help many people. It will create opportunities and it will receipt of other correspondence in relation to this, and there
be in the long-term interests of all South Australians. are other documents in my possession. | really believe that
On the way back from that event, the member for Schubef this matter is not cleared up in the very near future all of
and | had an appointment with Mr and Mrs Reimann whothese documents may have to be given to law enforcement
unfortunately, are endeavouring to build an organic fertiliseagencies so that they can have proper consideration, because
facility in the Mid Murray Council area. My understanding | pelieve that these people, who only want to do good and
is that they had the support of the Mid Murray Council, butspend a Iot of their own money, have not received what one
the Development Assessment Commission has acted in@uld consider fair, reasonable and transparent consideration.
manner which, to put it mildly, has been less than construct call on the minister to use her good offices to resolve this
tive and less than professional. To put it mildly, the way inmatter and allow these people to get on with their project
which it has conducted its affairs has been quite outrageougsithout any further hassle, interference, humbug or bureau-
| think it is deplorable that these people who want tocratic interference.
develop a most worthwhile facility, which will provide a
much-needed benefit to the wine industry, would be taken The Hon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition): |

through such an arduous and protracted procedure which, i, 54se today provides an opportunity to comment again on
my view, is contrary to the best interests of the people of thigng pdget, but also on the estimates process. It is a necessary
state. | received a letter from the people representing Mr an rocess, and | think for oppositions it is a very important
Mrs Reimann and, so there can be no misunderstanding, theocess. For ministers it should be an extremely important

application nqmber is 711/0495/03. The Iette.r states: ~ process, and an opportunity for them to take stock of the
I have been instructed by my clients B. & M. Reimann, to write ssues within their department and to get well and truly

to you to describe in detail the events surrounding their Development .: ;
Application, which includes the involvement of various participantsrB”efed' Unfortunately, what we have seen in the last couple

and the information that was presented to the Developmerfef Years is also a pretty frustrating process. We have seen a

Assessment Commission which was the decision making authorityot of filibustering, a lot of lengthy dorothy dixers and a lot

In particular, reasons will be presented on the Commission’s refus@f questions taken on notice. We know that questions taken

?:SCISIOn' which |stc3n5|dered to be an unsafe decision. Youpn notice are inevitable but it really seems that a lot of the
po.nse IS requeste ; o guestions taken on notice this year should have been an-

Thatis, aresponse is requested from the minister. The lettg{yered at the time; the information was not all that difficult.

continues: It seemed, this year, that questions taken on notice should
Significant detail will be presented because we are aware of theave been answered by the officers present. | suppose that we

gg?ﬁﬁfz%éiﬁ%&ﬁi@ﬁ%ggﬁgsogﬁ%igmm?&megﬁggﬁén g |\zow await all the information from questions taken on notice,
Ivan Venning. | understand that you are following ‘a path of inquiry’ hd we hope that that wait is not too long and that we will

therefore it is requested that you take the contents of this letter intg2ceive the information that we were looking for.
consideration. For simplicity, this presentation will be separatedinto ¢ has not given me any more confidence in the budget or

three areas. | will begin with the Commission’s decision because thi
has been critical to the outcome, and is a final link in a chain ofne fact that the government actually really understands the

mismanagement. Then the process leading up to the Commissiorfiscal strategy which they say is going to achieve the targets
decision will be described, and finally the presentation of informawithin the strategic plan. It does not seem relevant to where,
tion by other parties will be exposed. they say, the state needs to go in the strategic plan. Certainly,

1. Development Assessment Commission Decision. - - .
The Commission’s reasons for refusing the development applicatioﬁ0 much within the budget is contrary to the goals which the

do not stand up to scrutiny, they are flawed, and are considered frategic plan sets. It has not changed my view on the budget.
be legally contentious. Worryingly, some of the ministers showed that they are not

There is more to that. The letter continues: across their departments. That has become more evident
The Commission’s first reason during estimates and that in itself is a problem.

‘the proposal is in conflict with Council wide Objectives 21and  As far as the budget goes, we have talked about how there
29 as it is in a location where sensitive land uses exist in thgyas a |ot of spin, pre-announcements and whatever else and,
gg{f’e'lrgggngn‘fg'teﬁ'v'”g Zone, which is on three sides of the \, o, the hudget papers came out, a lot of those things turned
The Mid M c i ) into disappointment. The time frames were very different
e Mid Murray Louncil says: from what one would have thought. What was represented as

Development at the interface betWeen industrial aCtiVitieS anq']ew money was qu|te Often Just a Contlnua“on of programs
sensitive uses which is compatible with surrounding activities, . P !
particularly those in adjoining zones. waste management facilities and in some cases even a reduction in programs, but held up

to be protected from incompatible development. as wonderful new initiatives. Once you got the papers you
The Commission’s second reason. realised that that certainly was not the case.
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One of my big problems, and in the budget reply | talked18 months and that has had a direct impact, which is easy to
about this, is that the budget is very much an anti-jobs budgespot when members look at the job situation in the retail
There are several reasons for that. That is not just a bit dfade. We have lost many jobs from the retail trade largely
rhetoric. It really does not give any confidence that we ardecause of the fact that we are not getting the consumer spend
going to see a turnaround in the employment prospects farot only as a result of exports having dropped but also
South Australia. South Australia, for a range of reasons, hdsecause taxation has been very high. Unfortunately, if you are
not done well on the jobs front over the last 12 months. It wa$ooking at jobs, over the last couple of years this government
going okay until the middle of last year. Unfortunately, thisseems to have removed the money from those areas of
financial year we have seen South Australia lose a lot of fullgovernment which actually create jobs and which create the
time jobs whilst Australia has gone ahead and created a latype of environment in which people will invest. What has
This budget is not going to help that situation. It is a highhappened with the former department of industry and trade
taxing budget. By independent assessment, we are the highésts been well documented. We have seen many people
taxing state in Australia. This government is now takingdisappear from that department and we have also seen many
nearly $600 million more than the previous Liberal of the programs scrapped. That is starting to impact on jobs.
government took in taxation, and that is soaking a lot ofitis impacting on our exports, and it is impacting on a whole
money out of the economy. That is having a range of effectgange of areas.
but ultimately the greatest effect it will have is areductionin  On top of that, money has been taken out of tourism. That
jobs. also costs us jobs. If you are not going to put money into

By its own admission, this budget talks about a job targetourism marketing, you will not get the tourists—that is a
for the next 12 months of 0.75 per cent. That is very low—itwell proven fact; and, yet again, that cost jobs as well. There
is less than half what the rest of the states in Australia aris a whole range of those things. The spending on infrastruc-
talking about—and, as | said, it comes at a time when weure is very disappointing. We saw the government come out
have lost a lot of full-time jobs in South Australia while the before the budget was released and give the impression that
rest of Australia has gone ahead. It is off a low base and, ithere was a boost to capital works but, when you actually
members look at what has happened in the last year ardok at the papers, you see that capital works have actually
include the projection with that, it means that South Australiaeduced. All the government has done is treated the way that
will be pretty stagnant over the two year period as far as job# accounts for motorcars differently so, if you take that out,
go. This is at a time when Australia as a whole is looking ait is spending less on capital works than was spent in the
ajob growth of 3 or 4 per cent over those two years. We alsprevious year. At a time when we are underperforming on
had it put to us that there would be a huge amount of tajobs that is not a good idea. We will no doubt to pay the
relief in this budget. The figure of $360 million was thrown penalty for that.
in. That obviously evaporated. As time went on, we found out | think it is a budget of disappointments. We have been
that that was over four years and $180 million of it was thecontacted by quite a few pensioners. | think that they were
bank debit tax, which had been agreed to some time ago améry disappointed that there was nothing in this budget for
which does not start disappearing until next year, anyway.them. Country health is an area that really has suffered badly

The $360 million tax relief really worked out to $40 mil- over the last couple of years, and this budget makes it very
lion in this coming year, and that was basically in two areashard in the area of country health. The people who are out
One of those was payroll tax but, when you really look at it,there trying to administer that have some major headaches
more companies will be paying payroll tax in this comingover the next 12 months with what is actually a reduction in
year than previously, and so the government’s income fromeal terms of the funding for country health, which goes dead
payroll tax increases by $8 million. There is not a lot of reliefagainst the fact that demand on the other side is going up. It
in that area. The other high-profile tax cut was the cut tas a very disappointing budget as far as economic develop-
stamp duty for first home buyers. Much was made of that, butnent goes, with almost a self-fulfilling low target for jobs
when we compatre it with the rest of Australia, we can see thagrowth within South Australia. One thing that stood out—and
the relief in South Australia is extremely limited and nowhereestimates committees certainly brought it out—was that,
near the levels of relief given in the other states. From thelespite the Premier and the Attorney being out there on a
point of view of taxation, it is a very high taxing budget and daily basis saying how wonderful this government is and how
a very high taxing government. tough it is on law and order, the fact is that the average

The government has to realise that the economy is natumber of people in gaol went up by seven in the last year—I
about running a big surplus: it is about managing a wholemphasise that it was by seven prisoners—which is way
range of issues. If you just soak money out of the economielow what is happening in the rest of Australia. Add to that
with taxes, then that is all you will do. This additional take the fact that, while this government says that it is going to be
on tax has come a time when, unfortunately, tourism has n&o tough on law and order and has an attitude and a public
performed as well as it has elsewhere in Australia and wehetoric that says, ‘Let’s lock them all up,’ we have not seen
have seen a major drop on the export front over a long periothem get any extra prisoners, but they have also shelved the
(nearly two years now). We have seen it go from $9.1 billionidea of a new women'’s gaol. They have shelved the McNally
per annum to $7.4 billion per annum; that is, $1.7 billiontraining centre as well. Obviously, they know that they are
disappearing from our economy and it is really starting tanot going to have many more in gaol, otherwise they would
hurt. With less money coming in as a result of a major dromot have put off those important capital works.
in exports and the government’s taking hundreds of million | think that estimates confirmed for us that it is a disap-
of dollars more in tax, the money that is available forpointing budget, and there was a lot of spin out there initially.
investing, retail spending, holidays, hospitality and whatevelt also showed that there were a lot of ministers who are not
suffers. And when that suffers, jobs suffer. really across their portfolios. That has an impact because,

Retail spending has been weak in South Australiaunless ministers are across their portfolio, they will not have
compared with the rest of Australia over the last 12 tothe policy ideas; they will not be able to champion good ideas
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through cabinet; and you really do not get the good initiatives Having finally grasped the rather turgid accounting mix
coming through. | think that is well and truly starting to show. that is the current accounting system used in South Australia
We will be keeping a fair old eye on the government. Oneand other states, and having been reassured that its days are
thing that has come out of it, again, is that | do not think thenumbered, | have now cast my eyes over the estimates
government has done much at all about what they call the fatrocess. The concept itself is excellent and would be further
cat syndrome—people over $100 000 a year within the publiembellished with fewer inane dorothy dixers; fewer questions
service. This government promised to reduce their numbdrom the opposition that have no connection with the budget
by 50, but there is no doubt that it is up by many hundredd$ines under consideration; shorter opening statements from
and that, yet again, is what you would call a broken promiseministers; less stonewalling; and more involvement of senior
It also comes about by ministers and the Premier not keepingublic servants in the process so that some ministers, in
an eye out; you say something but, unless you monitor itparticular, do not appear as ventriloquist dummies but, rather,
unless you get your CEOs to actually act on it, it just will notas competent ministers prepared to admit their lack of
happen by itself. knowledge in some areas requiring specific expertise.

This is a government that is worrying too much about In moving from the macro to the micro, | was again struck
what s in the media on a daily basis rather than getting bacRY the alien nature of many of the terms and measures
into its departments, watching what the departments dg&MPloyed. The glossary of terms did not pick them up the
managing them and making sure that the South Australiaff2y that the macro terms are, and | believe that this should
taxpayer gets value for the taxation dollar that they have plR€ remedied in future years. | believe that someone should be
in. | will leave it at that. Certainly, we are disappointed with abl€ to go into a document and, if a term appears that is not
the budget. We are disappointed with the fact that thig? common parlance, they should be able to go to the back of
government does not really seem to understand the differend€ document for an explanation.

between running an economy and just having surplus N the first few days of estimates (before fatigue set in) |
budgets. assiduously went through each volume, making notes of

concepts and accounting treatments for which | could find no
explanation or rationale. | now have a list and | am requesting
the assistance of a Treasury officer to get on top of the micro
aspects of the budget. On the matter of fatigue, does the
That the sitting of the house be extended beyond 6 p.m. process have to be so excruciatingly dull and boring? The
process is so driven by Hansard and the written word that
there is no opportunity for ministers to use visual aids to
, . L i . explain sometimes complex arrangements. The Speaker is
Mr O'BRIEN (Napier): In coming into this parliament yeen to have the process of the house recorded by video—and
some three budgets ago, | brought with me some knowledge,m now rapidly overcoming my initial scepticism. This is
of financial and managerial processes gleaned by educatigpy; ihe 1860s. If the proceedings of the house can be recorded
and experience. Full of this knowledge, my initial responsg,n pyp, then we should do it. This would allow audio video
to the process of budget evaluation in my first year inyresentations in situations such as estimates to be placed on
parliament was one of some bewilderment. The underlying,e historical record, and allow members of the house to be
accounting principles used in the budget process were largegfrered the appropriately detailed explanation to questions to
allen. to me,_and | discovered this was QUe to the Publighich they are entitled.
Service moving from a system based entirely on cash flow - A fyrther matter | would like to canvass in relation to the
measurement—a tool but not a measure in the privatgerformance of financial scrutiny by the house is the lack of
sector—to the more generally accepted method of accrual pypjic Accounts Committee. This is a matter to which the
accounting. As | said in my first speech on this year's budgetnajr of the Economic and Finance Committee, the member

we are still in a hybrid situation and the final budget outcome;,, Reynell, and | are committing considerable attention. |

expressed as either a deficit or surplus, takes the accrughye peen briefed by the chair of the Western Australian

outcome, adds back depreciation and then deducts out capifilpjic Accounts Committee and | have sat in on one session
acquisitions. The resulltls neltherflsh nor fovyl and would beys the New South Wales Public Accounts Committee, an
totally ba}ﬁllng to those in the private sector—if they bmheredopportunity for which | thank the New South Welshmen. |
to examine the budget papers. have also been briefed by the New South Wales Auditor-
I can see some logic in using this measure of budgeGeneral on his relationship with the New South Wales PAC.
outcome in that it gives some notion of what remains, if It is plain to me that this parliament has no formal
anything, after all budget lines have been expended. Whairrangement for scrutinising budget expenditure as it occurs
bothers me about the measure at a most profound level is thiatthe between-budget period of the year. The parliament also
it treats capital expenditure as an expense and, becauselatks the mechanism available to other parliaments, by virtue
this, acts as a constraint on spending on necessary infrastruaf-their having PACs, to interact on a more constant basis
ture. The budget papers reassuringly indicate that Southith their Auditor-General and with ours. It is all well and
Australia will be adopting international public sector good to pick up on problems after they occur, but it is far
accounting standards within the next few years, and thedeetter to nip them in the bud before they constitute a major
appear to be very close to those used in the private sector. Fdrain on the public finances. In New South Wales, for
me and those in the larger community with a background irexample, the Auditor-General formally presents each of his
private sector finance, this move will make future budgereports to the PAC and can suggest that it follows up on his
papers more comprehensible, more accurate and mowerk to ensure that shortcomings identified by his department
reasonable in treating capital expenditure as a long-terrare actually rectified.
investment in the state’s prosperity rather than a one-off hit It is my hope that a detailed proposal for the restructuring
on the state’s budget position. of the Economic and Finance Committee as a Public Ac-

The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Educa-
tion and Children’s Services):| move:

Motion carried.
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counts Committee will not be too far away. | believe this This | remember was straight out what happened in education
budget, in the sense of its allocation of funds, is what isstimates.

required by the state. | would like a clearer linkage between We also found in the education estimates how much
economic development objectives, State Strategic Plan target®oney was spent on the Sturt Street school. We got the detail
and social inclusion priorities to be more clearly articulatedof the expenditure of $144 000 for a lift and how many

in future budget papers but, in the absence of these in thigudents are at that school. From my viewpoint, | was also
budget, it is still clear after the estimates process that stagble to ask questions, as can any member, on my area and
moneys are being wisely spent and for the purpose that wilkbout what was happening to the former Hectorville school

clearly benefit the citizens of this state. site. | looked everywhere in the budget papers, but could find
no mention of what was happening there. | had heard that it
Mr SCALZI (Hartley): |, too, wish to make a brief had been sold to the Housing Trust, and the minister came

contribution on the estimates process, and | commend sontrick and stated that it was sold to the Housing Trust for
of the ideas of the member for Napier. | have been listening3.65 million. If we did not have the opportunity to ask
to him carefully. Obviously, as a member of the governmentjuestions, we would not have gained that knowledge.
he is not pleased with the actual budget process and examin- Also in education, the member for Bragg asked about
ation, and there is no question that there is always room fafaining for counsellors, and we found that this government
improvement. However, | do not agree with a lot of the criticsis very strong on child protection—and | commended it for
who say that estimates are a waste of time, and | was n@hat and for the money it is putting into the training of
suggesting that the member for Napier was saying that. Thegunsellors—but we found out that only state school people
is no question that, as the honourable member has jugkt that training. It is very poor that there is no assistance to
outlined, we need to look closely at this process, but | believg0 per cent of schoolchildren in this state by way of training
that estimates committees and examination play a verfor counsellors in private schools.
important role in our democratic process. There is no question that we should have cooperation
They make the government accountable; they sharpen theetween state and private schools and, if child protection is
opposition; and, indeed, they make accountable the publiso important, the government should assist private schools as
servants who are responsible for putting things together. If wevell. We are never short on criticism by the government of
were just to look at the budget estimate process, just whahe federal government when it allocates funds to private
happens in this chamber, there is no question that it is aschools. We must remember that most of the funds—over 88
exhaustive process and, at times— per cent, | think—come from state governments, and those
Mr Rau: Exhaustive or exhausting? funds that come from the federal government receive a lot of
Mr SCALZI: It should be more of the former but criticism regarding the allocations to private versus state
unfortunately sometimes it is more of the latter. As the leadegchools. However, in relation to child protection, there should
has stated, what the budget estimates process has dondé cooperation, and the state government should have a
confirm what we have been saying about the budget: that @ommitment to assist in the training of counsellors for private
is very much on the obsession with the AAA rating; it is very schools as well. If they have to be accountable to anyone in
much on the government’s obsession with trying to balancée same SSABSA process, they should also get assistance
and not addressing the issues. Whilst a lot of the funds ar® do that. It was an important process in that, as | said, we
welcome, especially in health and child protection, you canvere able to ask questions. | commend the Minister for
see when you really examine them in the budget estimatdsmployment, Training and Further Education for the
process that they are spread over a three or four year periggoperation given to me since | have been given responsibili-
and not as generous as they first appear, especially &gin this area.
proposed in the government’s press releases and rhetoric.  Also, we looked at the Youth Action Plan which was
The process of examining the budget is a little like makingeromised last year in the estimates. It has not gone before
sure you polish the kitchen floor to the point where it is socabinet yet. But one is able to ask these important questions
clean that you can eat off it. Nobody suggests that you should estimates committees, and it makes the government
eat off the kitchen floor, but it is a good feeling to know thataccountable and parliament is kept informed of what is going
if food falls on it you could eat off it. A process should be in on. We have been able to ask questions about support for
place whereby everything is accountable. The process of whitore volunteer mentoring in schools and so on. These are
happens in the Public Service and in ministers’ departmenigportant questions which we would not normally have been
sharpens us. In reality it is like having any examination. Ifable to ask, especially backbenchers who have to voice the
one only learnt the questions that were going to be asked af@ncerns of their electorate. If there was not an estimates
gave those answers, they would not have learnt much. In argrocess, one would not be able to relate what is in the budget
exam one has to be prepared for anything that might be aské@ one’s constituents. So, | am pleased that we are able to do
and, in so doing, one gets a broader understanding of tiifat. There were also other comments. Mr Speaker, you noted
whole democratic process. For those reasons | believe th#ite lack of facilities in this place (as did the Deputy Speaker)
estimates provide a valuable process for examining thé enable us to function properly as a parliament. Questions
government’s budget, its proposed expenditure and how &re asked and responses are given during estimates commit-
will do it for the year. tees which one would not be able to get during the question-
We can look at the press releases. | am pleasedrtieat iNg process at other times. o
Advertiser article by education reporter Jemma Chapman, As the leader has said, the budget is disappointing in its
about when teachers can and cannot touch children, came dfisession with balancing the books without addressing the
of the estimates committee. The article stated: issues of unemployment, for example, and | note that, in
Teachers will be given a strict code of conduct for physicalpart'CUIar' youth is still 29 per cent. We know that the

contact with children in their care as part of the Education Departgovernment's own projection, in comparison with other
ment review. states, is very disappointing and, on examination, the budget
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does not address that. Of course, this government has had t8e, that is another interesting point that came out of that
opportunity, because of its windfall in stamp duties and lanccommittee.

tax, to give back more. We must remember that taxation is There is another issue which the opposition has uncov-
a leakage in the circular flow model in economics. The morered. | refer to a press release from the shadow minister in
you tax and the more levies you have, the less able you akghich the opposition exposed the existence of $226 million

to promote economic activity in the community. of unallocated cash in four separate Treasury contingency
The Hon. J.D. Lomax-Smith: Give us a reference! lines. The details of this can be seen in the report of the
Mr SCALZI: A reference? estimates committee of that day. These lines contain unallo-
The Hon. J.D. Lomax-Smith: To taxation being a cated cash which can be used to fund pre-election promises.

leakage in the circular flow of economics. So, those are two interesting issues that came out of that

estimates committee.
| also sat on the emergency services estimates committee

The Hon. ‘]'_D' Lomax Sm_'th' Economics 101 and | raised some issues regarding the Country Fire Service
Mr SCALZI: You are taking money out of the system. j, my electorate. That is a crucially important issue in the

You must balance the books—there is no question of that—ectorate of Kavel in the Adelaide Hills, because as we all
but you must do it in a responsible way so that you addre

) ! SRnow the bushfire risk during the summer months is extreme
the needs of the community. This government has had

A the Mount Lofty Ranges. | asked a series of questions
opportunity, through the windfall from stamp duties and lan y d q

about cold burning in national parks, reserves and
tax, but has not used those funds to address the needs whi¢y ernment-owned land. I also questioned the minister about
it says are a priority—that is, health, education and law an

A . ew CFS stations that quite urgently need to be built in the
order. An examination of the budget shows that it has takefbwnships of Nairne. Birdwood and Mount Torrens.

alot more from the South Australian community thanithas | pajieve that the budget estimates process has again

given. demonstrated its value as a tool for probing the government.

Mr GOLDSWORTHY (Kavel): 1, too, will be brief in r%: | said, the committees have provided valuable detail on

Mr SCALZI: Itis basic economics.

o e government’s revenue raising and spending plans. The
my contribution to the debate because | do not want to hc_>| overnment tactic through the estimates process has been to
up the house unnecessarily. | sat on four committees duri

h f the budaet estimat d 1 found th ve ministers avoid answering direct questions wherever
the course ot the budget estimates, and 1 found th€ Proceggqinie delivering rambling answers to waste time, and to
interesting and rewarding. Some committees were mor

. . . . .~ take difficult questions on notice, thus avoiding media
interesting than others, but overall it was an 'meresun%crutiny | look forward to opening up the budget in
process and | gleaned quite an amount of information fro 2 monfhs’ time, running up to a state election

it. The first committee dealing with Treasury and Finance sal ' '

on Wednesday 16 June, and | was one of the representatives The Hon. K.O. FOLEY (Treasurer): | thank all

of the opposition. A couple of interesting points came to thénempers for their contribution. I do not intend to speak for
fore during questioning of the Treasurer and his officials. ThqOng because, as usual, this has been an exhaustive process
first concerned a briefing note which the Treasurer receivegh the extreme. Hundreds if not thousands of questions have
from the acting minister for transport (Hon. John Hill) heen asked of government ministers—probing, thoughtful
concerning the federal government'’s offer of $80 million toquestions, difficult questions, tricky questions, good ques-
assist in the construction of the bridges at Port Adelaidejgns and bad questions—the whole box and dice. That is the
which are part of the significant infrastructure developmen];igour of the estimates process. It allows all members to
that is taking place in respect of the third river crossing. probe the budget and give it the degree of scrutiny that it
This government is about to embark on its biggesijeserves.
infrastructure project and it will take place in the Treasurer's | thank opposition members for their conduct during this
own electorate of Port Adelaide, but for some unknownprocess and | thank them for their contributions. | take their
reason the Treasurer could not remember the actual dollgfiticisms as they are meant, that is, they are constructive, not
amount that the federal government was offering. | find thigsersonal. They are balanced and mild, and | will take all those
a little perplexing because, as | have said, this is the biggestews into account when | frame next year's budget. | look
infrastructure project on which this government is about tGorward to bringing down the Labor government's fourth
embark and it is in the Treasurer’s own electorate, but hgudget, ensuring that the economic prosperity of this state
could not remember reading the briefing note from the actingontinues and that we are finally considered an equal to all

minister for transport saying that the federal government wagainland states of Australia in the quality of our balance
going to put $80 million on the table. | think the federal sheet.

government has attached three conditions to that offer, but my |n closing, I say that what the opposition has failed to do
two colleagues (one of whom was the shadow treasurer) angd put down an alternative strategy. It has made criticisms,
I were perplexed, to say the least, that the treasurer of the daid that is understandable, but it has failed to present an
could not remember this figure. | do not know why— alternative financial plan for the state. In essence they want
Mr Scalzi: Selective amnesia. to spend more, cut taxes and balance the budget, but that
Mr GOLDSWORTHY: As the member for Hartley says, equation does not work. | implore the media at some point to
perhaps it was selective amnesia. Another interesting poimtut the opposition under sufficient scrutiny to ensure that it
that came from that line of questioning was that the Treasuréarings forward a blueprint for its financial plan for the future.
was not sure—I| am paraphrasing—that anyone was discusigntil that time, it is a whingeing, whining opposition—a
ing this issue with the federal government, yet the oppositioiconstructive whingeing, whining opposition—unlike myself
was able to ascertain that the Chairman of the Economiwhen | was in opposition, because | was a much more
Development Board was actually in Canberra that evening toonstructive member of parliament.
discuss this particular issue with senior government ministers. Members interjecting:
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The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: | suppose that misleading the  The other strong point | wish to make is that this place
parliament is an offence. | was as opportunistic as memberseds to have its separate budget so that no treasurer ever
opposite. | thank all members of the house and | look forwargigain in the future needs to feel nervous, or no government
to the speedy passage of the bill through another place. needs to feel apprehensive that, if a decision is made to do

Motion carried. something sensible and necessary for the institution of the

parliament, it is likely to be opportunistically criticised for the

The SPEAKER: Whilst | will not stand and members government’s proposing to make the change. It prevents the
may therefore choose to leave the chamber in the course epposition from feeling jealous that the government will get
the brief remarks that | wish to make, | nonetheless wish tehe kudos for such a thing. A separate budget for the parlia-
note the fact that the estimates committees do not function iment would enable all members of the parliament to engage
the way in which honourable members might expect or wislin free and fulsome debate of the appropriation needed for
them to. They effectively prevent debate of each of theach of the divisions of the parliament, to make it function as
portfolio lines and waste a lot of time through the mecha-an institution and to amend it if necessary without any risk
nisms which were alluded to by several members over recepihatever to the government, since an amendment to the
years but especially, on this occasion, by the member fasudget papers, as we know, for the government itself and the
Napier. bureaus, is a vote of no confidence in the government and

If questions were limited to three minutes | would bewould bring the government down if a change of so much as
inclined to say that that was more than adequate; and if thene dollar in the amount sought were to be passed by the
time to answer any of them were limited to four minutes,house. That is a longstanding tradition of Westminster
again, in my opinion, that would be very generous. Suctparliaments.
questions have to be explicitly aimed at discovering the No; | passionately believe that the parliament itself needs
amount of money that has been appropriated, or proposedto be able to debate its own budget openly and without fear
be appropriated, for a particular purpose in a particulaor favour and without the government being called to account
program and state what the goal or purpose is in some greatgir any change which the parliament may choose to make to
detail that might be available within the budget papersthe proposed appropriations brought in through the process
thereby enabling clarification of ambiguities and a clearethat is contained in the bill which | have drafted and which
understanding of the direction of the government, that is, thehould have long since passed both of the houses, in my
government in either of its two parts—the bureau and agendyidgement—with or without amendment; | do not mind.
seeking the funds and the minister who has political oversightinless we do that, we will continue to lash ourselves as
as the elected representative for that agency or departmenttrough we were masochists and to be ridiculed by the press
in answers to such questions. and the public at large for not having the guts to deal with

Itis important that we get it right. We can be trailblazers.serious occupational health and safety issues, as well as the
We were the first state in the federation—indeed, the firssecurity of the building and adequate and appropriate
place in federation—to produce the budget estimatefacilities for everyone who must work here, so that the
committees concept. We could have made greater progressorking environment can be more conducive to better
and | had expected that we would have during the last decadeutcomes. | thank the house for its attention.
but we have not. We now need to apply ourselves to that so Motion carried.
that it is not so much a case of adversarial advocacy within
the framework of questioning but, rather, that is taken out of The Hon. K.O. FOLEY (Deputy Premier): | move:
the estimates committees inquiry process and provided to the That the remainder of the bill be agreed to.
chamber for short grievances, department by department, \otion carried.
portfolio by portfolio, and pass those as three minute ;|| read a third time and passed.
grievances on each of the portfolios, rather than as one big
lump at the end. That would more clearly enable the public ADJOURNMENT
to see the difference between what the government proposes
to do and believes is correct and what the opposition suggests At 6.22 p.m. the house adjourned until Monday 28 June
as an alternative strategy. at2 p.m.



