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linked to crime scenes. The testing of prisoners has so far
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY resulted in the matching of suspects to 68 crimes. Of those,

seven matters remain under investigation by police and
Monday 28 June 2004 61 cases are before the courts or have been settled. Forty-four

. . individuals have been charged in relation to the matters

, The SI;EAKdER (Hon. I.P. Lewis) took the chair at  ,o¢ora the courts, one third of them now former prisoners. So
p-m. and read prayers. far this year, another 10 suspects, screened separately from
ASSENT TOBILLS the prisoner testing regime, have also been c.ha}rged for c.nmes
where there has been no previous match; five rapes; one

Her Excellency the Governor, by message, assented to tiadecent assault; five aggravated serious criminal trespass;
following bills: 41 non-aggravated serious criminal trespass; two false

Dog and Cat Management (Miscellaneous) AmendmentMPrisonments; one assault occasioning actual bodily harm;
Freedom of Information (Miscellaneous) Amendment, three robberiles;. one arson, f!ve 'propert.y damages; and :_31
Gas (Temporary Rationing) Amendment thefts. Investigations still pending include: four further rapes;
Suppl ' two armed robbery matters; and an arson. DNA evidence has
PRI also been found to have supported 54 charges against 10
HOSPITALS. REPATRIATION GENERAL people who had already been dealt with. | am told that, to
' date, no results have proven a previously convicted offender
A petition signed by 19 residents of South Australia,to P& innocent. o
requesting the house to urge the government to maintain the The Democrats, of course, criticise this government for the
Repatriation General Hospital as an independent hospital fassive expansion of DNA testing, describing it as:
serve the particular needs of veterans and for the hospital to . agung-ho step that's been exaggerated in its promotion.
retain its board and receive its funding directly from theTney then ask:
Minister for Health, was presented by the Hon. Dean Brown. ... why should everybody who's been in prison carry the

Petition received. double jeopardy of having this DNA data which may, at some stage
or other, implicate them falsely—

they actually said this—
The SPEAKER: | direct that the written answers to the in @ supposed offence?

following questions on thé&lotice Paper, as detailed in the The message for offenders is that you have a far greater
schedule that | now table, be distributed and printed irchance of getting caught since we widened South Australia’s

QUESTIONSON NOTICE

Hansard: Nos 309 and 327. DNA web.
A number of match group reports are still being processed,
DNA TESTING and it is expected that they will result in further charges. The

) involved and lengthy job of processing samples is still
TheHon. M.D. RANN (Premier): | seek leave to make  ramping up to full speed, following considerable effort on IT
a ministerial statement. systems development. An automated match reporting system
Leave granted. now in place is being further enhanced to an internet-based
TheHon. M.D. RANN: South Australia is now seeing the system that will allow SAPOL direct access to cross-match-
results of expanded DNA testing. In April last year, theing information and statistical reports after they have been
government introduced new laws allowing for the testing ofthrough the extensive quality management process. The
all prisoners and suspects of serious indictable offences ggvernment has further invested $3.1 million in this year's
well as some summary offences. That means that for the firgfudget to assist the Forensic Science Centre’s investigation
time in South Australia joyriders and those who wield of serious crime and help manage an increasing pathology
weapons, commit indecent behaviour, possess child pornogr@orkload.
phy, mislead or assault police are liable to be DNA tested, so, | guess the message is that no-one who is innocent has
even if they were only suspected of the crime. This is inanything to fear from DNA testing. DNA testing is the
addition to the murderers and rapists who are alreadyhodern equivalent of fingerprinting. | gave a partial quote of
subjected to testing. what the Democrats said about this and | urge everyone to
In May last year, | announced an additional $5.7 million|ook at their statements about this which show how ridiculous
towards the implementation of expanded DNA testing ovetheir concerns were. Ultimately, this government's invest-
four years, providing 12 new staff and equipment within thement in DNA testing and matching will help reduce the
Forensic Science Centre where DNA samples are processgghount of time spent on investigations and in the courts,
and matched. Then, between June and October, three poliggile making criminals responsible for their actions.
specialist testing teams collected samples from Soutkxpanded DNA testing is one of the most significant crime
Australia’s 1 187 untested prisoners and home detaineeﬁghting advances in our state’s history and we are proud to
Another 2 000 operational police, | am told, were trained tdhe arming our police with this tool of the new millennium.
collect samples from suspects. With the Forensic Science
Centre’s database extensively upgraded for the massive task NATIONAL CHILD OFFENDER REGISTER
ahead, cross matching of data began, and 10 800 DNA
samples have been added to the database in the legislation’sThe Hon. K.O. FOLEY (Deputy Premier): | seek leave
first year—a massive jump on the 500-odd convictedo make a ministerial statement.
offenders collected in the first four years of operation. Leave granted.
Known people’s samples make up a proportion of that TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Since coming to office, the
database, and at the current rates about 35 per cent are beRgnn Labor government has made the protection of our
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children a top priority. Our efforts to protect children now high number of applications received. We are advising
and in the future and to catch those who have abused them applicants that we are still accepting applications—
well documented. Today | can announce another measure by Membersinterjecting:
this government. Later this week, | will be attending the The SPEAKER: Order!
Australasian Police Ministers’ Council in Hobart. There,on  TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL: They are about to make
behalf of the government, I intend to agree to South Ausfools of themselves, sir, but perhaps we could get a few more
tralia’s joining the Australian National Child Offender bets on before we continue. Apparently, the contention seems
Register. to be that we have not had enough applications. We are

As a result of this important initiative, all persons advising applicants that we are still accepting applications
sentenced for the murder of a child or for a range of sexuabday and any that come in the post tomorrow. By Thursday
offences against children or conspiring to commit sucHast week there were close to 500 applications—for 186
offences will be subject to registration with police. The periodpositions. On Friday, because of the number of applications,
of registration will vary from three years to life, dependinga newly installed dedicated fax line crashed. Therefore,
upon the offence. Those required to register will need tgeople are being given extra time to get their applications in,
provide defined personal information to police. Casegiven thatthey may not have been successfully received last
management of registered persons will ensure that theyeek. | am advised—
comply with their legal obligations. Members interjecting:

It is intended that the offender report to police on an The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister for Families and
annual basis or within 14 days of a relevant change o€ommunities has the call.
circumstances. The offender must supply details of his or her The Hon. JW. WEATHERILL: Thank you, sir. | don't
name and other names that they may be known by, date ¢iink they want to hear this news. | am advised that as well
birth, address, and the names and ages of any children wiag applications received by fax there were special mail
generally reside with them or with whom he or she hageliveries from Australia Post and that more than 100 people
regular unsupervised contact. The offender must also provideame to reception to drop off their applications. Applications
details of employment; details of his or her affiliation with are still being taken from people who have been trying to get
any club or organisation that has child membership; the makeheir forms in since last week. When the final tally is known
model, colour and registration number of any motor vehiclén the next couple of days, | am advised that the number may
owned by or generally driven by him or her; details of anyexceed 1 500. That's 1 500 applications for 186 jobs. Itis my

tattoos or permanent distinguishing marks— understanding—
Mr Brindal: Why do you not just microchipthemandbe  TheHon. P.F. Conlon: He said you wouldn’t get them.
done with it? TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL: That’s right. It is my
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Why do we not microchip them understanding that this is the largest single public sector
and be done with it, asks the member for Unley. recruitment exercise ever undertaken in South Australia. Over
The SPEAKER: Order! the past two weeks, my department, in partnership with the

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: As | said. the offender must ©Office of the Commissioner for Public Employment,

provide the details of any tattoos or permanent distinguishin rc()jviged sij public infgrwationhsessihons at MouPt Gampier
marks that he or she has (including any details of any tattognd POrt Augusta and throughout the metropolitan region.

or mark that has been removed) and whether he or she hag€ first of the public meetings was held at the city TAFE
ever been convicted of a registrable offence in any foreigff2MPus on Tuesaday 15dJune,hwgen Lh?daudltonurcr; was filled.
jurisdiction and, if so, when and where that conviction ecause of the demand, we had to hold a second session, to

occurred. Police ministers will work on developing a nationalVhich a further 50 people turned up. In total, 500 people
approach to how much of this information (if any) is madeturned up to these six sessions. , _

public, but ultimately the South Australian governmentand 1 here is still a big task ahead for the job panellists, who
the parliament will decide what is best for our state. TheA'® methodically working their way through the mountain of
whole point of this is to protect our children. We have to@Pplications, but this result will go a long way towards
make sure that we focus on that very important and vital tasebuilding the services which have declined over recent years.

I trust all members will support this important initiative, and | "€ response of South Australians wanting to be part of the
| will update the house on its progress. change occurring in the Department for Families and

Communities is encouraging, and | look forward to updating

CHILD PROTECTION the house on progress over the coming weeks.
Members interjecting:
TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL (Minister for Families The SPEAKER: Order! Grievances will be in just over
and Communities): | seek leave to make a ministerial an hour.
statement. The Hon. M.J. Atkinson interjecting:
Leave granted. The SPEAKER: For the Attorney as well, if he is still

The Hon. JW. WEATHERILL: As members of the Nere.
house will know, the government announced in the state

budget the allocation of some $148 million of new money for QUESTIONTIME
child protection initiatives. A significant part of the budget
announcement was the creation of 186 new jobs in roles such MURRAY RIVER

as social workers, psychologists and child and youth care

workers. Applications for these positions closed on Friday. TheHon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition):
However, | advise the house that the government is extendingill the Minister for the River Murray give the house an
the deadline for applications because of the exceptionallgbsolute assurance that, in negotiating South Australia’s share
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of the $500 million River Murray initiative down from What happens to that water is the critical thing. Where it
$125 million to $65 million, there was no compromise thatcomes from is a moot argument. As | understand the arrange-
allowed additional water to be allocated to upstream environments, when we eventually get 500 gigalitres of water, that
mental areas at the cost of the River Murray environmentalvater will be put into some sort of trust or managed arrange-
flow in South Australia? ment that | hope will be run by the Murray-Darling Basin
TheHon. M.D. RANN (Premier): One year ago a Commission_. Then that water will be applied to the _env_iron-
proposal was put on the table, following all the good worksmental requirements of the day. We have already indicated
by ministers, for each of the states—New South Walesthat there are half a dozen iconic sites, including three in
Victoria and South Australia—to put in the same amount ofSouth Australia—the mouth, the channel and the Chowilla
money, | think it was $125 million. I argued the case to Johrflood plains area. Forget about where it comes from because,
Howard and to the other premiers that this was a bit rougﬁnce we have that water, it will be used to achieve pOSItIVG
because the simple fact of the matter is that we have commignvironmental outcomes in those areas. What the arrange-
ted $224 million to our Save the River Murray initiatives, yet ments are really saying to Victoria is, ‘Okay, your contribu-
we took only 5 or 6 per cent of the water extracted from thelion is X amount of dollars. You come up with 115 gigalitres

River Murray Compared to 58 per cent from New South(| think it iS; | Cannpt recall exactly) plUS of water.” We will
Wales and 31 per cent from Victoria. have an opportunity, as | understand the arrangements, to

The Prime Minister said that he agreed with me, so thé’,nvest in some of those schemes if we choose to. If we do not,

commonwealth will subsidise South Australia’s share of thatfhﬁy Willhcome up with it themselves and we will invest in
leaving us with $65 million in terms of that share. If you want ©ther schemes.

to argue against John Howard, then have the guts to do so. The Hon. R.G. Kerin interjecting:

Let me say this: | got a very strange impression last Thursday The Hon. J.D. HILL: We have to come up with a
and Friday that the Leader of the Opposition supported thginimum of 500 gigalitres. | am trying to explain the basis

federal government in imposing a radioactive waste dump Og¢ the arrangements. | think the arrangement goes from three
South Australia but criticised what the Prime M|n|steryears to start with. Over that time Victoria will have an

described as a historic deal on the River Murray. obligation to come up with a certain quantum of water, New
TheHon. DEAN BROWN: On a point of order, the South Wales a certain quantum, and South Australia and the
Premier is debating an entirely different subject. commonwealth, as | understand it, can participate in some of

~ those arrangements if we like. They will keep throwing up—

' TheHon. R.G..KI‘ERI N: I have a supplementary question. 114 Hon. R.G. Kerin interjecting:
Given the Premier's answer, how does he explain under i i )
clause 41 of the intergovernmental agreement that we have TheHon. J.D. HILL: Yes, indeed. We will come up with
clearly lost significant influence by reducing our fundingthe water. We will be able to find some water relatively easily
from $125 million to $65 million, correspondingly reducing by making some savings by infrastructure investment, but
our influence on where the flow goes? Clause 41 of théome of the water we would want to find would be by buying
agreement, which the Premier signed on Friday, states: Wwateron the market. That is why the national water initiative

All parties to this agreement will have an equal first call is so important, because it gives us the opportunity 10 go into
opportunity to invest in any proposal on the register of eligiblethe water market .and to buy cheap water that is not being
measures up to the proportion of their funding commitment of theused very productively. The arrangements that have been put
$500 million. in place are a very good deal for South Australia and they do

The Hon. M.D. Rann: No. because Howard's subsidised Ot limit the environmental outcomes that our state will
B B experience, according to the arrangements that the

our bit. Murray-Darling Basin Commission agreed upon some
TheHon. R.G. KERIN: No, that is not what the agree- y 9 9 P
months ago.
ment says.

Members interjecting: TheHon. R.G. KERIN: Sir, | have another supplemen-

The SPEAKER: Order! tary question. Has the minister read the document, and was
TheHon. J.D. HILL (Minister for theRiver Murray): he aware of clause 41?

| am glad that the opposition is asking questions about the
fantastic deal that our Premier was able to negotiate iﬂl
Canberra last week. The problem for the Leader of thqth
Opposition is that he is mixing up a couple of things. The

TheHon. J.D. HILL: | was very much aware of clause
, because | was involved in negotiations in the lead-up to
e_

arrangements in place are— An honourable member: Have you read it?
Members interjecting: TheHon. J.D. HILL: | have read a document that has
The SPEAKER: Order! One minister at a time. come out of the summary—
TheHon. J.D. HILL: Thank you, sir. My voice will not An honourable member: Have you read it—

rise above the cacophony. The Leader of the Opposition iS TheHon. JD. HILL: | am sorry, | was not there on

confusing two issues: the issue about what to do about thejigay: | was home ill. | was involved in the negotiations
water and the issue about where the water comes from. Asj\er that form of work so that we could get a deal with

understand them, the arrangement to which h_e is referringictoria—that is what you do in the background—and | have
relates to where the water comes from that will create thgeep, 5 summary document that came out on Saturday.

500 gigalitres. As | understand the arrangements, New South S
Wales, Victoria and South Australia will be able to find that ~ Membersinterjecting:

quantum of water according to the amount of money thatwe The SPEAKER: Order, the minister and the member for
are contributing to the arrangements. Newland!
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ENERGY POLICY more gas into the future to generate cleaner electricity and to
reduce emissions from the electricity generation.
Mr RAU (Enfield): Can the Minister for Energy advise The Hon. I.F. Evansinterjecting:
the house of the outcome of the meeting held with other state The Hon. PF. CONLON: | am getting interjections from

ministers on Saturday 26 June regarding the commonwealtie member for Davenport because, of course, he does not

government's energy policy? believe in doing this, either; but, of course, he is the great
TheHon. PF. CONLON (Minister for Energy): | can  champion of the nuclear dump, isn’'t he? That is his credential

do that. The— on the environment, on matters of national policy. Whatever
Members interjecting: John Howard wants—

The Hon. P.F. CONLON: Here we go. The member for ~ The SPEAKER: Order!
MacKillop has proceeded about 3% feet from the pillarand The Hon. P.F. CONLON: —the member for
has now decided that he knows something about somethinBavenport—
But | have to say, we will see him back at that pillar very  The SPEAKER: Order!
soon; | am very confident about that. It is a shame that we Membersinterjecting:
cannot even get started without the inane interjections of The SPEAKER: Order!

members opposite. They really should take a lead from the 16 Hon. DEAN BROWN: | rise on a point of order, Mr

member for Flinders, who of course criticised the federafieaker_ Under standing order 98, the minister knows that
&

government's white paper on energy last week. She was ofigs; he is not only debating the issue but also he is not even
of the few opposition members to take the issue seriously ang, he subject of the question.

to un_derstand it._I wpuld much rather hear from her than hear Members interjecting:
the inane interjections from the other members on the The SPEAK ER: Order!
opposition side. . :

The state energy ministers met on Saturday in Sydney on MURRAY RIVER LEVY
an urgent basis because of the failings in what the federal

government calls an energy policy, butitis simply notthat.  The Hon, R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition):

For the past year we have been told by the federal goverqj| the Treasurer assure the house that he has complied with
ment that we would receive a major policy announcemenjssyrances | gave to the house that the River Murray levy
with respect to energy. All the states have worked in fundagyoy|d not replace funding to which the government was
mentally restructuring energy institutions, and the federalready committed? In debate in the committee stage of the
government was to do its bit. Its announcement last week Wag/aterworks (Save the River Murray Levy) Amendment Bill
recognised by the state ministers as being the abject desertipnjyly 2003, the Treasurer said:

of the people of Australia on energy policy. What we saw was N i -

an energy policy rightly criticised by the member for fungg(\j/\./ever, in 2003-04 an additional payment of $4.6 million was

Flinders. We saw an energy policy that failed Australia on .
every point. It gives no certainty into the future and will And that took the number closer to $19.8 million. | am

prevent investment in energy infrastructure. advised that that is being fully funded in 2003-04 without any

With respect to emitters, the federal government continue‘éOntrIbUtlon fro_m t_he I(_avy._ )
to make Australia among the worst per capita. It does nothing M Brokenshire interjecting:
about greenhouse policy and global warming, the most |heHon. K.O. FOLEY (Treasurer): He asked me the
important environmental issue in the world. It does nothingluestion. _ _
to encourage renewable energy, the point criticised by the Mr Brokenshire: Well, answer it.
member for Flinders. In fact, what it has done is threaten to  TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: | tell you what, they are a tardy
choke to death the renewable energy industry in Australia. lot. The standards of opposition have diminished since the
has ignored the recommendations of its own independem@st parliament.
committee. Mr Koutsantonis: The Mr Bean of politics.

It asked former Liberal senator Grant Tambling to make TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: The Mr Bean of politics, the
recommendations on the issue of renewable energy. He madgmber for Mawson! | provided to the house the advice with
modest recommendations, and it has ignored them. It doaghich | was provided at the time. The leader referred to the
nothing about energy efficiency and demand site managgommittee in debate and he referred to information which |
ment, and it does nothing about securing gas as a fuel @ave to the house and which, I understand from what he said,
reduce emissions in the future. It does nothing but givevas on advice, and | will seek advice in respect of the
corporate welfare for the coal sector, ignoring our agriculturguestion asked by the leader.
sector, which is very important in South Australia. It is

ignoring our place in the world and the future for our TheHon.R.G. KERIN: As a supplementary question,
children. has the government, as promoted in press releases, used levy

The state ministers have decided to step into the vacuufynds to pay part of the $19.8 million to the Murray-Darling
created by the federal governments terrible decision. We ar@a@sin Commission as referred to, despite the Treasurer's
going to accelerate work on developing a state-base@ssurance thatit would not happen?
emissions trading scheme. We are going to examine the TheHon.K.O.FOLEY: | will take advice on that.
feasibility of the states setting up their own renewable energy Members interjecting:
targets since the commonwealth will not do it. We will TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Well, no, | do not agree that |
accelerate work at looking at energy efficiency and demantave it wrong at all. | took advice when | provided informa-
site management. We will do the work that the common+tion a year or so ago. | am a cautious Treasurer; | will take
wealth should be doing in terms of examining how we getadvice and come back to the house with a—
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An honourable member: Good advice, but you did not government’s view that Archbishop lan George should stand
follow it. down was ‘absolutely right'.

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Good advice, but | did not TheHon. K.O. FOLEY (Deputy Premier): | stand to be
follow it! I cannot win with this lot. The Leader of the corrected, but this is, to a certain extent, similar to a question
Opposition asked me a question, and then the member fémwas asked last week. The government—

Mawson has a go at me for trying to answer it. lamtryingto  Mr BRINDAL : Mr Speaker, | rise on a point of order. |
give the house an honest answer; that is, | think the besinderstand well, and you have ruled many times, on the
course of action is to seek advice; | will do that and comeaesponsibility of the collegiate and on the responsibility of

back to the house. cabinet. However, the whole house heard me ask a personal
guestion that only the Premier of South Australia can answer.
TALKING REALITIESPROGRAM | ask, sir, whether you would consider that matter? | said:

o ‘Will he use his personal office as Premier’ not ‘Will the
MrsGERAGHTY (Torrens): My question is to the Deputy Premier go yapping for him.

Minister for Health. How has the Talking Realities peer  The SPEAKER: There is no point of order.
education program helped to provide teenagers with @ TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: The government was, in our
realistic view of the possible short and long-term conseyjiew, correct in the public comments we made in respect of
quences of pregnancy and parenthood? the Anglican Church, but I notice that the member for Unley
TheHon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health): Ithank s circulating documentation today which is incredibly critical
the member for Torrens for her question. | am pleased t@f his own leader. | am not sure what game the member for
answer it because recently I had the pleasure of launching amnley is playing, but in a document that has been—
evaluation report on that particular program. The Talking  pMembersinterjecting:
Realities program has, so far, been presented t0 5600 The SPEAKER: Order! | call the house to order and, in
secondary students in South Australia, and it has drawghe process of doing so, | am conscious of the fact, in addition
interest from services in Victoria, Western Australia, Newiq the noise from my left, that the Deputy Premier is now

South Wales, Canberra and Queensland wishing to access {§fje of the mark of the question altogether. It simply sought
project resources. . _ an assurance of no double standards.

All the pamphlets, web sites and other advice on the TpeHon. K.O. FOLEY: The relevance to my answer to
reality of young parenting can reach only so far. ThiSghat question is that it is an issue of double standards—
program’s presenters are young parents the same age as thoserpe Hon, R.G. K ERIN: Mr Speaker, | rise on a point of
to whom they are presenting, and they talk to young peoplgqer, | suspect that the Deputy Premier is about to refer to
about parenting in alanguage they understand. Young peopig me statements about which | know absolutely nothing and

respect and listen to their peers in as much as this kind of pegf o mething which is attributed to me in a document which
education program is increasingly being found to be a highly, 1< 1o status.

effective strategy for health promotion. The program focuses  zn honourable member interjecting:
on all aspects of young parenting, the change in lifestyle, '
financial and educational implications, children’s deveIOp'oforderorapersonal explanation later if he is misrepresent-

mental needs, housing issues and sexual health. ed. There is no point of order in that respect. The Deputy

The recent _evaluation that I launched found that students .o mier was not asked a question about anything the member
and teachers find the program extremely valuable, and oldgg, Unley may have been circulating, but rather simply as to

students, in particular, are reporting a greater understandinghather or not there was a double standard.
of the potential impact of young parenthood in terms of 0SS 1o Hon. K O. FOLEY: The Leader of the Opposition

of eductatlonal gppotr:]umtlesl and_l_sr?aal “lfe ta_nd t||mefandc n be comforted in the knowledge that I will be a little more
money o spend on themselves. The evaluaton also 10Unty af| in the use of information than perhaps he was when

that many of the presenters had also benefited and becorﬂg referred to issues of nightmares and dreams in this house,
confident and assertive young people who were able to talﬁJt a document circulated—

control of their own lives, and many of them have gone on Members interjecting:

to further education or employment. Talking Realities has so The SPEAKER: Orderl

far been presented to 5 600 students at 115 sites in metropoli- The Hon. K.O I':OLEY'_ The member for Mawson has

tan, rural and remote schools, TAFE, education trainin T ; ; X

centres, FAYS client groups, other young parenting prothj)Séi?AE?:SC}IgZﬁslehg\r“ren?\llzlstﬂ?)gltzwt(iavr:.rgcv)\{?our:d ask him

grams, human service providers and conferences. The SPEAKER: The member for Mawson has been
CHILD ABUSE asked to withdraw. | did not hear the member for Mawson.

If the member for Mawson claimed that the Deputy Premier

Mr BRINDAL (Unley): Using the full authority of his m_|sled parliament by way of interjection, then he will
office, will the Premier call for the resignation of all personsWithdraw. _ _ _
who aid abusers, ignore victims or cover-up complaints TheHon. W.A. Matthew: But if the cap fits, wear it.
regardless of where they come from if evidence emerges that Mr Brokenshire: | did not say that.
they acted in the same way as the Anglican Church adminis- TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: The member for Bright just
trators? Will the Premier apply these same standards to h&id, ‘If the cap fits, wear it.” They either make an allegation
ministers and public servants? The Premier has stated thétat | misled parliament on a substantive motion, or they
schools and churches acting to protect their reputations anwithdraw.
status in relation to allegations of child abuse are in ‘derelic- The SPEAKER: Order! Did the member for Bright say,
tion of care and in dereliction of duty’. The Premier also‘lf the cap fits, wear it.?
stated that a statement by the Acting Premier that it was the TheHon. W.A. Matthew: | did, indeed, Mr Speaker.

The SPEAKER: The leader may choose to take a point
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The SPEAKER: If so, | direct the member for Bright to TOURISM, DOMESTIC
withdraw.

TheHon. W.A. MATTHEW: | withdraw, sir, to allow ~ MSCICCARELLO (Norwood): My question is to the
proceedings to continue. Minister for Tourism. What has been the trend in South

o . Australia’s domestic visitor numbers over the last 12 months,

The Hon: K.O. '_:OL EY: The point is that we will treat and how is this government targeting interstate visitors?
every case in relation to these matters as we should, thatis, The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Tour-
on their merits. | understand that the member for Unley ha%m): | thank the member for Norwood for her question:; |
circulated a document that is critical of the role played by hinow she is aware of the impact that interstate tourism has
leader when he was the former premier. The document saygh the economy of South Australia. The South Australian

What kind of government minister would tolerate a low-level d0mestic tourism market has performed exceptionally well
public servant having more power than he or she, and absolutely iver the last 12 months, particularly with the number of
accountability even to the minister. interstate visitors reaching record levels for the 12 months to

The allegation was that the then minister, the former remieFhe end of March, which are the latest figures to be released,
9 ’ P ' Much of the success of this period can be attributed to the

now Leader of the Opposition, made some statements. | do . i .
not know what game he is playing— work and effort of the South Australian Tourism Commis-

? ] sion. Rather than throwing large parties with big budgets and

Mr BRINDAL: Mr Speaker, | rise on a point of order. | jittle impact, as the previous government did, the Rann
ask you again to rule on relevance, especially since thajovernment has worked with the commission to support
document comes from an organisation of which you argargeted campaigns to build on our strengths and capitalise
patron, sir. on growing markets.

The SPEAKER: Order! The Deputy Premier ought not ~ The latest figures from the National Visitors Survey,
to attribute to the member for Unley remarks which are noteleased recently by the Bureau of Tourism Research, show
his remarks. that almost two million interstate visitors came to South

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Sir, | did not and, if I did, | Australia in the 12 months to 'March 2004. Thi§ is an increase
apologise. | was not attributing the remarks to the member fo?f 11 Per cent on the previous year and higher than the

o . . comparable national increase of 4 per cent. Visitors stayed
Unley. What | am saying is that, in an extraordinary deveIOp'll.Spmillion nights, which is up 12 pF()ar cent on the previo)Llls

ment today, the member for Unley has circulated to member; ear by comparison with the national average rise of only 5

of parliament a document that is highly critical of his leadery .. .ant. Of course, this rise in this period relates to the
when he was a government minister. This is an extraordina@acobs Creek Tour Down Under, the Adelaide Bank Festival,
development and | do not know what game the member fojhe Adelaide Fringe and Womadelaide, and it produced the
Unley is playing. highest number of visitor nights ever recorded in South

Members interjecting: Australia for the March quarter. Interstate nights in South

The SPEAK ER: Order! The subject matter to which the Australia are at a new all-time high, reaching 11 million

Deputy Premier refers has no relevance whatever to tHa9hts for the first time.
inquiry from the member for Unley. There has been a great deal of effort to sell South Aus-

tralia interstate in recent years, much of the effort being

) L concentrated on the Sydney and Melbourne markets, which
Dr McFETRIDGE (Morphett): My question is to the 56 the most lucrative markets for us. In particular, we are

Premier. Premier, what reasons has the Catholic ArchbishqReping up the momentum with some rather cheeky cam-
given you for not tabling In parliament a copy of the reportaignsin Sydney, with large advertisements covering buses,
of the inquiry into St Ann's? ferries and monorail, with jaunty underlined statements about
TheHon. M.D. RANN (Premier): | offered—and | made South Australia. We are also still pushing the drive markets
that offer to both churches—to arrange for them to have thevith our unwinding road campaign. We will re-run the Heart
documents tabled in the parliament. | cannot force them to dof the Arts campaign over the next year and will launch a
so. However, | made the offer, which is exactly what the$4.5 million marketing campaign in July which will build on
member asked me to do. the success of our previous campaigns, using the by-line
‘Rediscover’. These will be produced for cinema, with
Dr McFETRIDGE: | have a supplementary question. original music, and will also go free to air and should capture
Given the Premier’'s comments in the house on 31 May 200¢he hearts and imagination of those travellers considering the
that ‘it is in the public interest that this report be tabled andPotential options of South Australia.
made public and thereby subjected to full and rigorous public
debate and scrutiny,’ will the Premier again ask the Catholic FAMILY AND YOUTH SERVICES
Archbishop to provide the report to parliament so that the 1 BRINDAL (Unley): My question is to the Minister
Premier can table itin parliament, as he did with the Anglicarior Families and Communities. Can the minister advise when
Church report of the board of inquiry? | can expect an answer to a question | asked the minister on
The Hon. M.D. RANN: This does not quite make sense. 1 June 2004 about why Family and Youth Services was
The Anglican Church asked us to table its document; théismissive in its approach to a group of young homeless lads

Catholic Church released it without needing parliamentary?h0 were grossly and continually abused and who had
privilege. They have both been made public. produced a tape recording of what had occurred during an

. L incidence of sexual abuse? The Minister for Employment,
The Hon. M.J. Atkinson interjecting: Training and Further Education, on behalf of the Minister for
The SPEAKER: Order! Family and Communities, responded, ‘I am happy to take that
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guestion on board and to ensure that honourable membekaown as the Crippled Children’s Association, now renamed
receive a considered answer.’ | informed the house that thdovita. They have renamed themselves, and this new
reference was page 63 of the synod report, and identified P@Fganisation is engaged in a fresh start, and we have now
6. been able to put them in a position to completely clear their
The SPEAKER: I do not regard the Minister for Families entire backlog of equipment for young children with disabili-
and Communities as being delinquent in any serious mannges.
at this point. Numerous speakers before myself have ruled Some of this equipment is quite expensive. Children, of
that the length of time—however inappropriate | think it course, grow out of it very quickly. We are talking about
myself—is, nonetheless, three months. Unless the house waguipment like wheelchairs and callipers; equipment that
to deliberately alter standing orders accordingly, no ministemight allow children to learn—there is a range of talking
could be called to account for dereliction of response untibooks and large keyboards, for example. All of these are
that time has expired. critically important, because they allow children to build their
TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL (Minister for Families  capacity and allow their development to be accelerated in a
and Communities): | thank the honourable member for his way which means that, later on in their life, they will
question. Itis, of course, a subject of considerable importangeotentially make fewer demands on the scarce resources of
and the preparation of the response is receiving as much cattee state in relation to disability services. This is a growing
and attention as the importance of the subject matter dexrea of demand but, like most things, early intervention
mands. | will bring an answer back to the house as soon agépays that investment enormously. A number of these
possibly can. children will now be in a position to have their needs
addressed much earlier than they would otherwise have been
Mr BRINDAL: Sir, | take your ruling on board, but I addressed. The Novita organisation is a leader in Australian
have a supplementary question. | asked the questions in viewrms in technology for young children with disabilities. We
of this question. Will the minister confirm that the former were very pleased to be able to make this contribution to this
deacon (who was sacked as a non-clergy representative on fsenderful organisation.
Adelaide synod when it was revealed that—and | quote from
The Advertiser—'the former deacon was one of the worst SINGLE DESK MARKETING
abusers whose activities were outlined in the Anglican
report’) is, in fact, the same paedophile POl 6 who grossly Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop): My question is for the
and continually sexually abused a series of young homelesdinister for Agriculture, Food and Fisheries. Will the
lads in a city refuge shelter, and who was also involved in theninister assure the house that he has been convinced that the
incident involving victims producing a tape recording of whatsingle desk marketing regime currently operating in South
occurred during a sexual incident, of which FAYS and itsAustralia provides no net community benefit?

predecessors were dismissive? _ TheHon. R.J. MCEWEN (Minister for Agriculture,
The SPEAKER: That is hardly a supplementary question, Food and Fisheries): | thank the member for MacKillop for
but I will allow it. his question. | do not share the member for MacKillop’s view

TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL: | do not have that that $3 million is a bit of spit in the bottom of a bucket.
information with me at the moment, but I add this caveat to  Members interjecting:
the answer that will be given. In providing answers to these  The SPEAKER: Order!
questions and, indeed, broadly in relation to these matters , .\, LLIAMS: | rise on a point of order. In starting his

bging agitateq by those opposite, we are bearing SIead"y.iQnswer the minister said he does not share my view: | do not
mind the caution that has been provided to us by the Comm|§]-ave a ’view | asked a question

sioner for Police—that is, not to conduct ourselves in a way
that will prejudice any criminal investigation. The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member for
acKillop does not have a point of order, however aggrieved

For those who truly have the best interests of adulf) " "ee) “The minister may not debate the matter in
survivors and, indeed, survivors of child sexual abuse a}I

e X . o -Tesponding to the question.
heart, and if it is their contention that it is proper to have their ) . .
stories told and for justice to be done, then one would have TheHon. R.J. MCEWEN: | must apologise. Itis not the

thought that the primary and most important way in Whichmember for MacKillop’s view: it is the shadow minister’s

that justice can be done is for these people to be held culpaggéfg;’(é?a_trﬁg rtr)]iltllIgfnslp?itoinnl%k?eblg[o?{osrfwmolpthhee k:?l?cftk%rpi(s)ftﬁe

?he;? :)?etjfsjzi(ér;r?rllréilecr?]l;rtttse.r\sly e will not be taking any step $3 million that we are going to be whacked because the NCC
is of the view that there is no net benefit in maintaining a
DISABILITY FUNDING single desk under state legislation. That is the key issue here.
It is not my view: it is the NCC’s view. The NCC is clearly
MsTHOMPSON (Reynell): My question is to the Of thatview and itis my view—this is the important bit—that
Minister for Disability. How will new funding announced $3 million is more than a bit of spit in the bottom of a bucket.

recently by the minister assist Novita Children’s Services,

formerly known as the Crippled Children’s Association, in OPERATION FLINDERS
providing support for its clients? ) o
TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL (Minister for Disabili- MsRANKINE (Wright): My question is for the

ty): | thank the honourable member for her question and not&ttorney-General.

her keen interest in advocating on behalf of children with Membersinterjecting:

disabilities. It was with great pleasure that we were able to The SPEAKER: Order!

announce on Friday that we have been able to allocate an MsRANKINE: What support has the government
additional $800 000 of funding to the organisation formerlyprovided to Operation Flinders?
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Honour able members: Hear, hear! so for him, as does the member for Bright, and | am happy

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): Inote  to give him absolution also. When | announced on Radio
the cries of approbation from the government benches fasAA that Operation Flinders would be put on continuous
Operation Flinders. Operation Flinders is a South Australiafiunding, | was pleased to hear the member for Mawson say
based foundation that runs an early intervention program fahat he wanted four times as much money for Operation
14 to 18 year olds. The program takes young people who afélinders as Operation Flinders was asking for. | will be
deemed to be at risk on an eight-day hike in the far northerpleased to add the member for Mawson'’s bid to the list of
Flinders Ranges. Four camps are organised each year, eagposition promises for the next state election.

lasting eight days. The participants— The funding the Labor government is pleased to have
Ms Chapman interjecting: granted to Operation Flinders, at its request, is another
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Sorry? example of Labor being willing to spend significant amounts
Ms Chapman interjecting: to try ways of making South Australia a safer place to live,

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Well, the member for other than increasing rates of imprisonment and harsher
Bragg does not share my enthusiasm for Operation Flindetsunishments.

and seems to regard it as lacking in newsworthiness because,
to quote her, ‘It hasn’t been around for years’ and ‘We know
all this.” Well, the member for Bragg does not know all of it;

|'am going to tell her something she does not know. The \rsHALL (Morialta): What action will the Treasurer
participants have been identified through schools and bye to ensure that the World Police and Fire Games, to be
FAYS and are put in teams of eight to 10. Each team als@aged in Adelaide in 2007, will not be jeopardised by the
includes a team leader and a counsellor. The teams hikg,ssiple closure of Mount Thebarton? The ice arena at Mount
between camps each day. Challenges, such as abseiling, roffeparton is one of 55 venues over which contracts have

climbing and building rafts, are provided at some stops, anfigen signed to provide a specific site for the 2007 games
each team organises its own camp and cooking. All tearg,ents.

members are asked their opinion about the team’s decisions. TheHon. K.O. FOLEY (Treasurer): The first | was

Since Operation Flinders began 10 years ago, 2 700 at-risk . - . .
youth havepcompleted the proggram ar¥d a recgent study fou are of this was Ia.st.nlght when watching the news service.
' understand the minister for sport has been aware of it for

that it improved behaviour, initiative and self-confidence in ome time, but he is away ll today. | was made aware of it
participants, as well as helping them cope better with Succefecause my 12-year-old son said, ‘Dad, they are going to

and failure. Of course, that report supporting Operatio . . . :

Flinders Wasagreatdisappointrr?ent to tﬁg Hong.JK.'IE Griffin(:lose the ice arena.” It would be fair to say thatlthe advice
of blessed memory, who was working on defunding it beforefcr grﬁ?u;??/etc mg'rl'ehnet\;\; ?foﬁrli%yA?;%hgggérf |t2:ita F\)/\?(SI’I i%l:]
he was removed from office by the now Leader of the. ™ S : ) ! '
Opposition. Indeed, he was wor)k/ing Wwith his senior public't is a matter of priorities. You need money for health and

servants to defund Operation Flinders before the change $pucatlon, and government s about difficult choices. | tried

- . ; educate Ben about the difficulties that governments face.

government. Previously, Operation Flinders had approacheﬁ ST X
h ; ; . ' -He looked at me and said, ‘What are you talking about, Dad?
ﬁggnbc;ifgrrogvr%r;tdsgt by bit—abithere and abit there. Thi an you just save the ice arena, please? And by the way, | am

The Hon. D.C. Kotz interjecting: hungry, will you cook te"’.‘? o

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: The member for Newland The Hon. Dean Brown interjecting:
should know the historical record of Operation Flinders. TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: This government will not be
Many members of the then Liberal government supporteg@ressured by 12-year-old sons of government ministers. | will
Operation Flinders, but the Hon. K.T. Griffin was not one oftreat him with the same disdain as | do my colleagues and
them. members opposite. No, not true; | love my son. | am not

TheHon. DEAN BROWN: | rise on a point of order, sir.  certain exactly what government is doing, except that the
Clearly, the Attorney-General is in breach of standing ordePremier raised the matter with us in cabinet today. The

WORLD POLICE AND FIRE GAMES

98, namely, he is debating the issue. Premier wants us to take the concerns of the young of our
The SPEAKER: Perhaps no more effectively than the State seriously, even if the Treasurer is a bit more hardlined
deputy leader 40 seconds ago. on these things, and we are looking at what we can do to

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: The funding had been assist. | do not know the enormity of the problem. This is a
provided by agencies from once-off funds, but they could noprivate sector venture and it will require a considered
continue providing grant funding. The approved funding nowesponse from government. You can rest assured that plenty
guarantees continuing funding for Operation Flinders and ief pressure is being applied in the most important parts of
provided by one agency: my department on behalf of thgovernment—the Premier’s daughter, my son and many other
government. The good news is that Operation Flinders is nomembers’ children have a view—but, at the end of the day,
government funded on a sound footing for four years, whictit is all about priorities.
is something it has not had before—which, | point out to the
member for Bragg, is something new and newsworthy. It will SUICIDE
be funded in the next financial year at the rate of $200 000 a
year by the government, which will create 100 government MrsPENFOLD (Flinders): Will the Minister for Health
places on the program. advise whether there is any attempt to categorise the reasons

| was pleased to hear the member for Mawson suppotiehind suicides and, if so, how many WorkCover clients of
Operation Flinders (unlike the previous attorney-general). Havhich her department is aware have suicided or attempted to
has been consistent. The member for Unley wants to bsuicide over the past year? Recently, a young WorkCover
contrasted with the Hon. K. T. Griffin, and | am willing to do client whose family | had tried to assist with WorkCover
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difficulties suicided, and | am aware of at least another youngvorkers union. Certainly Mark Latham was there and he is

person. well aware of the position of the six premiers.
TheHon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health): | am just
wondering whether that question applies to my colleague who SHINE SA

has the responsibility for WorkCover. | am not sure of the o
question. Do we categorise suicides? | will have to get MSCHAPMAN (Bragg): My question s directed to the

information on whether we do, | am not sure. Minister for Health. o
An honourable member interjecting:

MrsPENFOLD: | have another question for the Minister ~ The SPEAKER: Order! It is not appropriate to laugh
for Health. Will the minister reinstate funding for the Seasonsabout the Minister for Health.
For Growth Youth Suicide program which is recognised as MsCHAPMAN: | agree, sir. What is the total amount to
a preventative strategy for suicide for both young people ante paid to SHine SA for the provision of the SHARE
adults? | am aware of at least three suicide deaths on Lowgrogram, ‘Teach it like it is’, currently funded by the
Eyre Peninsula this year and have been anecdotally adviseéépartment and trialled in South Australian secondary
that there are approximately two attempted suicides eactthools? What is the extra cost that may be needed to pay for
week. In a recent article ifihe Adelaide Review, executive  retraining all teachers involved in delivering this revised
director of Seasons for Growth, mental health provider, Clar&HARE program in schools, which is at a cost of an extra
Koch said: ‘We have a statewide waiting list. Port Lincolnthree hours retraining of all teachers?
has asked for urgent help five times.’ TheHon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health): | do not
TheHon. L. STEVENS: | am aware of the issues in have those figures to hand at present, but | will get an answer
relation to Seasons for Growth. In fact, the member foifor the honourable member.
Newland asked a question in relation to this program a few

weeks ago. | would say that we are working on a solution in CHILD PROTECTION

relation to that program. | am hopeful there will be an

announcement soon. MsCHAPMAN (Bragg): | have a question for the
Ms Chapman interjecting: Minister for Education and Children’s Services or whoever

TheHon. L. STEVENS: Well, | am working with the is taking questions on her behalf. Will the draft child
Minister for Education and Children’s Services. It is some-Protection curriculum be available to view before it is trialled
thing which we both will be looking at doing because it I SCh00IS? If not, why not? If so, when? N
occurs throughout schools. The honourable member will have TheSPEAKER: I was recently apprised that the Minister
to wait; it will not be long now. We are taking the matter for Education and Children’s Services would be taking
seriously. The government is very well aware of the issue ofiluestions for the Minister for Administrative Services. | am
suicide and it is something that the Social Inclusion Unit, innot suré now who is taking them. N
particular, will be considering. Recently, we respondedtoan TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL (Minister for Families
issue in the northern part of Australia, which was brought tend Communities): | will take this question on behalf of the
my attention by the member for Stuart. We have been able t@inister. The question relates to the development of the
put in place a mobile counselling service there. I will get backProtective behaviours curriculum, about which, | think, the

to the house in relation to Seasons for Growth as soon as vi¥@nourable member asked a question on the last sitting day.
have sorted it out. I will take the question on notice and bring back an answer.

MsCHAPMAN (Bragg): | have a supplementary TAFE COURSES

question. Will the minister urgently consider the matter, given .
that funding runs out in two days? MsBEDFORD (Florey): My question is also to the

TheHon. L. STEVENS: We have been looking at it Minister for Employment, Training and Further Education.

urgently, and | am well aware of when funding runs out. Mr Brokenshire interjecting:
The SPEAK ER: Order! The member for Mawson, for the

FREE TRADE AGREEMENT eighth time!
MsBEDFORD: What assistance has been provided to

Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): My question is to the  students who missed out on gaining a place in TAFE in the
Premier as Minister for Economic Development. Given thatlanuary 2004 round of offers?
the Premier believes that it is in South Australia’s best TheHon. SW.KEY (Minister for Employment,
interests for Australia to sign, ratify and proceed forthwithTraining and Further Education): | am pleased to answer
with the Australia-US free trade agreement, has he met witthis question for the member for Florey because | know that
or written to the Leader of the Opposition Mr Mark Latham she and a number of members in this place have raised
to convince him to reverse his opposition to the agreement@oncerns about people not being able to access the TAFE

TheHon. M.D. RANN (Minister for Economic  services. It is important to note that, because of the concern
Development): Along with all other premiers, a long time raised by a number of members in this place and by disap-
ago | signed a declaration that the six premiers on merit felpointed students themselves, the Learning Works program
that the US-Australia free trade agreement was in the nationalas initiated to enable people who were unsuccessful in
interest. | think that some benefits of the free trade agreemegtining an offer in a TAFE course to try to look at why they
were a little overblown, and certainly when the detail camecould not get that place and to have a case work approach in
out we were disappointed on a range of fronts, but overall itmaking sure that a study pathway was available to them.
is in the national interest. | have made that point in The TAFE SA admissions team contacted each of the
Washington and nationally. In fact, | was attacked at the8 941 unsuccessful TAFE applicants over a four week period
national ALP conference by Doug Cameron from the metato determine their interest in being involved with Learning
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Works. From this contact, 1 137 individuals expressed an

interest in participating as Learning Works clients. Of the GRIEVANCE DEBATE
number interested in participating, 482 or 42 per cent were

aged between 15 and 19 years. This fits in very well with the WORLD POLICE AND FIRE GAMES

school retention program we are looking at while also makin . . .
prog 9 g MrsHALL (Morialta): Today, | will address the issue

sure that, if young people are not at school, they are either, . 4 A
learning, eaming or involved in some activity to ensure tha! the World Police and Fire Games—quite separate from the
they can access further education and work. Issue of the Treasurer's 12-year old son—and the issues

A statewide network of TAFE learning brokers Was|nvoIV|ng the South Australian Ice Sports Federation, the

tablished t ide individual tand oung people of the state and the more than 300 000 visita-
estapliisned to proviae Individual case management and CoUgs < '+ \ount Thebarton. | want to talk about the issues as
selling services to all the Learning Works clients. An extr

a'[hey relate specifically to the potential to jeopardise, in my

$1 million was allocated to the Learning Works project toview, the staging by Adelaide of the World Police and Fire
fund learning broker services and customised learning plan%ames in the year 2007

Also, we purchased learning resources for the participants. As many members of this house would know, for a

There have been some great outcomes from this prografymper of years (something like seven years), this state has
For example, 25 students are currently completing a certifinyested huge amounts of time and resources in an endeavour
cate in children’s services—and we know the importance ofp secure what is the third largest sporting event in the world:
that area—at Elizabeth TAFE. As part of their program,the World Police and Fire Games come third after the World
students will be working on projects to make a contributionSoccer Tournament and the Olympic Games. When we were
to the ongoing work of the very important community andin government we signed contracts in June 2001 committing
neighbourhood houses in their areas. Some 50 students whar government to the obligations contained in the contract
missed out on gaining places in the diploma of nursing antb stage the games. Vast amounts of documentation are
in interior decoration and design are completing units ofcontained within government about the process that was
competency from those courses. This will enhance thei#ndertaken to successfully win the hosting in 2007.
opportunities for next year when applying for these courses. This state needs to provide a venue for the staging of the

Hundreds of students are enrolled in short courses offerd€ NOckey event. The reason that becomes relevant is that,
through the Workers Education Association or by the TAFEEfter years of negotiation, the World Police an.d Fire Games
institutes to increase their competitiveness for next year’ ederation agrees on a set number of sporting events and

. g ctivities that will take place during the program. It then
TAFE SO.Uth Au§tral|an adm|s§|on cyqle. Other students ar oroughly inspects each of the venues on offer by the bid
enrolled in a series of foundational units of competency tha

o . ity (and, in our case, we bid and won over the City of
form part of certificate courses orare taklng advantage of th@risbane). The bid document is very specific: each venue is
professional career profiling service, available through th

) ° arked in accordance with the requirements of the staging
Torrens Valley Institute of TAFE, or have involved them- group. Mount Thebarton is listed as the venue to host 16

selves in a statutory test preparation workshop conducted Rams in a round robin contest. It talks about the Olympic-
the adult community education program. After completing thesize hockey rink, a smaller warm-up rink, six changerooms
statutory test this will enable students to increase competitiveind grandstand seating for 350 people.
ness in the next TAFE SA administration cycle. Those games were won by this state under the theme
I am very proud of the Learning Works program becausécompetition, unity and friendship’. As | said previously, it
it makes sure that we keep people interested in educating aigithe third largest sporting event in the world. The estimates
re-educating themselves. | make special note of the staff whare that it provides 10 000 competitors, with between 15 000
have come up with this project, which is a very practical wayand 20 000 total visitations on average for each of the games.
of linking people in with learning and future job prospects. Conservative estimates are that it will benefit this state’s
economy by in excess of $30 million. Each of the 12 750
SEX EDUCATION overseas visitors is expected to spend $2 000 or more and
each of the 2 500 interstate visitors is estimated to spend
about $1 600. The cost of staging the games is $7.74 million,

¢ '\élj CH{_APMA(;\IéE_rlggg):’ MSy question 'Sdt? the er_llsttetrh nd the amount that this government has undertaken and
or Education an ildren’s Services, and | appreciate thafjo e contracts for is $4.75 million.

for the reasons stated previously, this question may need to This event will focus attention on our state and generate

.be taken on not!ce. Has the nNew sex educa}non curriculum th?r‘iuch tourism. The degree of competition between countries
is now circulating for retraining in the trial schools been 5 cities to win the hosting is quite extraordinary. Adelaide
approved by the requisite research unit under the Departmefifyn, it hecause of its venues and the standard of its bid. We
of Education and Children’s Services? If not, will the t51ked about the many attributes that Adelaide and South
minister assure us that that will occur before it is deliveredaystralia possess.
back into the schools? One of the marvellous things about the possibility (and
TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL (Minister for Families  now the prospect) of hosting these games is the enormous
and Communities): | will take that question on notice on benefits to regional South Australia that will flow from
behalf of the minister. staging them. They are to take place between 15 and
24 March 2007. | hope the government understands the
seriousness of one of these venues being under threat
because, if Mount Thebarton closes, the government will be
obliged to provide another venue for this event. You cannot
just decide a few days beforehand to change the program. The
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ice hockey event has been agreed to, and | urge the govern- Well, | am here today to tell the federal government that,

ment to take this issue very seriously. on behalf of the young children of Australia and their parents,
I will not accept this appalling decision. Today, | call on the
VACCINATIONS, CHICK ENPOX AND POLIO federal government to fund the varicella and polio vaccines

as recommended by the National Health and Medical
MsRANKINE (Wright): Each year in Australia there are Research Council. Today | announce that | am launching a
something like 240 000 cases of chickenpox, resulting irtampaign to get the federal government to change its mind.
1 500 hospitalisations and seven deaths. The highest rate \bfe made them change their mind once, and we can make
hospitalisations occurs in children under four years of age. lthem change their mind again.
a recent editorial in th&ledical Journal of Australia, it is Currently the vaccine schedule provides for the govern-
pointed out that, with universal vaccination of infants, ment to fund one dose of oral polio vaccine, a live vaccine
450 hospitalisations costing $21 000 each could be preventethat contains modified living virus. Recent advancements
A chickenpox vaccine was launched in Australia in Maymean that an injectable inactivated vaccine is available. This
2000. inactivated vaccine is considered safer, because there is no

In September 2003, the National Health and Medicalisk of causing paralytic polio in either the child or someone
Research Council recommended the vaccination of childref close contact with the child. Put simply, this means the
at 18 months with a catch-up dose for 10 to 13-year-oldgrovision of the best and safest immunisation program.
unless they have had chickenpox. Anyone over 14 yearghickenpox is a highly contagious infection caused by the
requires two catch-up doses. The National Health anyaricella zoster virus, a member of the herpes virus family.
Medical Research Council also recommended the provisiofiS We know, the infection causes headache, fever and an
of inactivated poliomyelitis vaccine (IPV) and pneumococcaltchy rash of small blisters that can last for two to three
vaccine. On 11 June we won the pneumococcal vaccin@eeks. Sadly, in newborn infants it can be fatal. It occurs
battle. | would like to thank members for their bipartisanmainly in childhood, affecting something like 90 per cent of
support of that campaign. However, as with most announcébe population, usually at between two and eight years of age,
ments by the federal government, the sting is in what they d@nd is spread by small droplets from coughs and sneezes.

not say, not in what they do say. BARLEY MARKETING
| was stunned to realise that the federal Minister for Health

(Hon. Tony Abbott), when announcing the free pneumo- 1y VENNING (Schubert): Even after all the questions

coccal vaccine, did not also announce free chickenpox ang 4 speeches in this house, the Minister for Agriculture, Food
inactivated polio vaccines for all Australian children. Instead, 14 Fisheries has not and will not come out and support the

he announced another review of the most recent evidence f8g5je he as minister represents, that is, the farmers of South
these two vaccines. This is in spite of the fact that th

: h ional ustralia. The farmers, in particular our grain growers,
government's own expert body, the National Health ang,enyhelmingly support the retention of the current method
Medical Research Council, made its recommendation only,

. f selling their export barley, that is, via the ABB single desk.
eight months ago. There is great pressure from traders and marketing consul-
I 'am not only stunned but also incredibly angry at thistants to dismantle it, but approximately 85 per cent of farmers
whole cynical pre-election stunt by the minister. Why is thesay no way. | am one of those farmers or | was—
federal government funding only one-third of the National The Hon. R.J. McEwen interjecting:
Health and Medical Research Council recommendations? Ny VENNING: —and | declare my interest.
Why is it calling for a review when the evidence is compel-  The Hon. R.J. McEwen: Be careful what you say.
ling? A study in the United States on the cost-effectiveness \jr VENNING: The minister is now threatening me, sir;
of varicella (chickenpox vaccine) demonstrates that ‘from &,5,, heard that, and | am pleased that he is in the house to
societal perspective, which includes work-loss costs as Wjﬁear this. | declare my interest as a farmer and as a member
as medical costs, the program would save more than US$ the Australian Barley Board and the Australian Wheat
for every dollar invested in the program.’ So, the questionggard, The problem is that the minister has taken advice from
remains: why is the federal government prevaricating on th'%eople who want to change this, particularly Mr Rob Reese,
matter? whom we all know as a strong advocate for deregulating the
| draw the attention of the federal government to the usentire grain industry. Why would he not be? He is a grains
of the word ‘invested’ in that quote. Money is not spent onmarketing consultant.
the vaccine; it is invested. | suggest that Mr Abbott and his  Mr RAU: | rise on a point of order. Just to assist the
colleagues could adopt this attitude to this issue. There is ngonourable member, he might want to make some declaration
evidence for a new inquiry. This is simply a stalling tech-pefore he proceeds any further.
nique. The vaccines have been recommended by their own Mr VENNING: | have declared that | am a member of
experts; they will save costs; they will save hospitalisationsthe Australian Barley Board and of the Australian Wheat
and they will save young children’s lives. Board. | have done so every time | have mentioned this
I think the federal government thinks that it can just getsubject in the house. There is no intention to hide that. There
away with it because people are not aware. The federare many questions that | have not had adequate answers to.
government thinks that, just because the campaign over i##/hy will the minister not commission a report to the NCC
non-action about the National Health and Medical Researcihowing there is a net public benefit to South Australia if we
Council’'s recommendations centred on pneumococcal, thaetain orderly marketing of our export barley? What is your
was all people would be concerned about; and that, becausginion, minister? Do you believe that there is a net public
IPV and varicella were not the focus, all they needed to do tdenefit? What is your opinion, sir? If you are not in support—
buy some peace and quiet before the election was to fund the The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member for
pneumococcal vaccine. Schubert well knows that he should address his remarks in
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the third person through the chair and not use the secondanner (for example, a club, a steering wheel lock or
person pronoun. something of that nature), and a prohibited weapon, which is
Mr VENNING: Thank you, sir. | am interested to know prescribed in the regulations and is entirely prohibited.
what the minister’s opinion is on this matter, because we have ‘Lawful excuse’ under the new law will mean that
not heard it. If you are not in support, will we have to proveemployees of licensed premises—chefs, waiters and so on—
that via another report? We have to prove it one way or thevill be able to carry the tools of their trade, and tradesmen
other. He is sitting on a barbed wire fence on this matter. Wilkentering licensed premises at night would be able to carry any
he commission a report if it is wholly or partly funded by the tools that they require; they would have a lawful excuse.
industry, of course using a commissioner of his choice? MAlso, significantly, people involved in various groups who
suggestion is that Mr Barry Windle, his retiring director, have swords for ceremonial activities will be able to carry
would make an excellent choice. Why is it that the previoughose items onto licensed premises; they, too, will be
report, the Round report, has not done the job and come ugnsidered as having a lawful excuse. However, the onus is
with that recommendation? Do the recommendations of thain the person carrying the item to provide proof of that lawful
report match the evidence? Do they, minister? Have you reagkcuse; that is not the responsibility of the police.
it? None of us here has read it, because it is not public. | | do not really need to point out to the house that alcohol
know that you have offered a copy, but it is still not public. and knives and other weapons are a dangerous combination.
Why not? Why does the minister not release the Round repoRatrons have a right to be safe on licensed premises and,
to everyone so we can all see why— while | welcome these new laws coming into effect, it seems
The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member for to me that the problem remains one of enforcement.
Schubert knows from the point that the chair made to him less | am rather attracted to the law in New South Wales that
than two minutes ago that he is not to use the second persigwers the bar for police to have a reasonable suspicion to
pronoun. search a person for an offensive weapon if that person is in
Mr VENNING: Thank you, sir. | would like the minister an area with a high incidence of violent crime. In certain parts
to release the Round report so it comes under full publiof New South Wales—I presume in areas such as Kings
scrutiny. We need to have a good look at it so we can se€ross and some of the suburbs where there is a high inci-
exactly what it says. Why is it not public? It is a vital dence of violent crime—a lower threshold is required in order
document in this debate considering who was on the Rounfdr the New South Wales police to have the power to search
committee. Therefore, was the result contrived? If thea person for an offensive weapon.
government has compassion for the industry, which the | am rather attracted to that proposition. | think that it is
minister represents in this parliament, he should release thsetter to stop people and search them for these weapons and
Round report now. Some say barley growers have beeprevent the crime happening rather than waiting for the crime
shafted by the report. Let us have a look. Minister, apparentlyo have occurred before anything can be done. However,
you appealed the decision, the details of which— short of that, I think the government is doing everything it
The SPEAKER: Order! Can | help the member for can. | welcome this new legislation coming into effect, and
Schubert by letting him know that, if he uses the second welcome the government giving it some publicity.
person pronoun again, that will terminate his contribution.
Mr VENNING: —I am not privy to, nor do | know who PAEDOPHILE TASK FORCE
was engaged to assist with that appeal. | ask the government o
to supply details of the evidence that was given with respect Mr BRINDAL (Unley): In grieving today | want to
to that appeal. The Rann Labor government supports th@®llow on, briefly, from a couple of remarks the Premier has
retention of the single desk— made, as is his wont lately. One is in connection with my
to go back to the people who write his speeches and let thedpu gave me, | acknowledge, both inside and outside the
kI’IOW that |t |S not 0rder|y to refer to any honourab'e mem_chamber, some Valuable adV|Ce, Wh|Ch I haVe taken I ha.Ve

ber—the Premier or anyone else—by their personal naméollowed up the matter with each and every person. | have

The Premier is the Premier. carefully taken your advice, sir, and, in consequence, | have
Mr VENNING: Sir, | think ‘the Rann Labor government’ prepared a selection of files, which | have here today and

is a common term used in this place. which, in some cases with the concurrence of people, either
The SPEAK ER: Common it may be, but it is not a term include the person’s name or the name has been deleted.

that can be used in this place. | am quite prepared to hand them to Detective Grant
Time expired. Stevens from the Paedophile Task Force. Unfortunately, sir,

that is not proving so easy because | think that you require
SUMMARY OFFENCES (OFFENSIVE WEAPONS) my presence in this house and, having contacted him, it is not
AMENDMENT ACT such an easy matter to get Detective Stevens to attend upon
this house, and | not being able to leave this house find it
Mr SNELLING (Playford): | rise to welcome the difficult to attend upon him. | want it quite carefully recorded
coming into effect of the Summary Offences (Offensivethat the files are here. Every member can see them. When
Weapons) Amendment Act, which will come into effect on, Detective Stevens wants to come down and get them, if the
I think, Thursday 1 July. As of that date it will be an offence house is sitting, he is well and truly entitled to do so. | will
to carry a knife or other offensive weapon in or in the vicinity try to assist him by making them available when my duties
of licensed premises at night without lawful excuse. | pointin this place (which, | believe, have primacy) allow me to do
out to the house that there is a distinction between aso.
offensive weapon, which is a fairly broad range of imple- The Premier also referred to a document of which you, sir,
ments and includes, obviously, all knives but also any otheare probably aware, entitled, Status of Fatherhood Inquiry—
implement which might be able to be used in an offensivd-alse Allegations Made Against Fathers by the Richard
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Hillman Foundation Incorporated. | noticed and know thatour feet get slightly out of time. However, the important thing
you, Mr Speaker, are the patron (not just in word but arto remember is that we are trying to get to the same place.
active patron) of that organisation. They say therein that when The matter raised by the member for Schubert today was
aman called Steven contacted his local MP, Rob Kerin (whehe question of whether or not the minister should be seeking
was a state government minister), about the FAYS worketp have an another report following the Round report which
the MP told him ‘that he got lots of complaints about socialexamines the question of net public benefit for the purposes
workers and when confronted they just lie’. He also said (an@f the national competition principles. | emphasise for the

| quote again): parliament and the member for Schubert again the futility of
As far as individuals and families go, social workers have moreS@eking  another report, because national competition
power than he does. principles clause 5.1 provides:

Those quotes are from that report. They are attributed to m Onl';‘:ti t%lgrgd&?eggﬂccigfdg Jgﬁ]to'ﬁgrsa'?éig?h ;thould not restrict

leader. | do not know whether he made them, but | would sa ; e S

that, if he did make those reports, there are others in this @ Tht'\e,\,b-er;,ems of ”@e res(tjrlctlon to the community as a whole
1 i . ’ outwelg € COosts; an

chamber, including me, who could well have made them at (b) The objectives of the legislation can only be achieved by

that time and subsequently. | do not see how, if the leader did restricting competition.

make those comments, they in any way denigrate him. Thathe whole point is that net public benefit, when used in the
has been my experience of some FAYS workers, too. Theyontext of a debate about national competition policy, is a
are a law unto themselves. They seem to do what they likgsrm of art; it is not ordinary English usage of the words ‘net

when they like, and they are less cognisant of members Qfyplic benefit' if, indeed, they can have one. The cards are
parliament when they telephone than most other peoplgtacked entirely against any finding by any person doing any
whom one can telephone throughout the public sector.  report into an NCP matter.

Finally, | want to speak briefly about the article appearing  The fact is that, given the guidelines, once the finger has
in Saturday'sAdvertiser relating to the Anglican deacon. been put on an industry by NCP, it is almost impossible for
They had an absolutely huge row about whether or not thighem to wriggle out. Unless we can have a report prepared by
deacon—he is no longer a deacon because the Archbishefe, because | will prepare the right report—I can tell the
insisted that he hand in his holy orders in 2002—should stilmember for Schubert that. | will say, ‘It is a great thing; don't
be a member of synod. Quite incredibly, this is the mantouch it!’ But, unless | am to prepare the report—and | do not
reported on page 63 (FOI6) of the church report, as persishink that the Treasurer wants me doing it—that will be the
tently and wilfully abusing homeless young men when theyend of it. With respect, | think the member for Schubert is
sought the shelter and protection of the church on a nighﬂ}barking up the wrong tree here and needs to get back to the
basis. main game, which is to ask the Treasurer to wipe this thing

The man was subsequently bashed with a brick, and sonef.
of the young fellows, being a bit enterprising, | think, puta  The other point | want to make which, coincidentally, is
tape recorder in the vicinity of his alleged abuse and took then a similar point and which is the real point | want to make
matter to FAYS, which was dismissive. The man subsequenis that on Saturday | reathe Financial Review weekend
ly went to the United Kingdom to take up another post for apaper to see that Mr Samuel, who was the former driver of
couple of years and then came back to our state. It is allegatie national competition policy bus, who has now moved into
that, on coming back to the state, he worked in Holy Ordershe ACCC area and who is now following on from Mr Fels,
in the dioceses of Willochra and Adelaide, and that subsehas decided that he wants to go out cartel busting. That was
guentto that his offending may well have continued, becausthe big news; he is going to start busting cartels. | welcome
it is conjectured that he is subject to possible criminatlthis initiative by Mr Samuel, and | look forward to him doing
proceedings in the near future. That was the reason he The fact is that the article also referred to the fact that he,
surrendered his Holy Orders in 2002. One is left to ask whyas a former merchant banker, in a sense, was now the poacher
we should be having all the speculationThe Advertiser  being put into the position of the gamekeeper. It is not just his
about a man’s unsuitability for synod when, quite clearly, hegposition as a former merchant banker that makes him a
is alleged to have been a persistent and wilful sexual abuseoacher in the context of national competition policy.
who seems to have had nothing done to him by the police. His position as a former driver of national competition

policy has seen a whole range of industries subjected to so-
NATIONAL COMPETITION POLICY called competition reform guidelines and has had the
industries filleted. What we are achieving, effectively, is to

Mr RAU (Enfield): | seem destined, at the minute, to create monopolies or oligopolies, because national competi-
follow the member for Schubert in both time and theme intion policy goes around destroying small competitors. Now,
this place. I thank him again for raising the important issudor example, in petrol, Coles and Woollies are basically going
of the Barley Board and the importance that this parliamento take over the market. What has happened to all the small
should place on what is happening to South Australiarpeople? They are gone, thanks to NCP. There are so many
farmers and their important export contribution. In fact, thisareas you could point to, and we have a real problem here
is not what | was going to speak about—I will come to thatwhere national competition policy is perversely—and |
shortly—but I could not allow the opportunity to pass. First,emphasise the word perversely—creating a situation which
I think the member for Schubert and | actually want to see thés completely and diametrically opposed to the Trade
same thing, as | am sure do most members of parliament; thRractices Act in its attempts to combat monopolies. So, we
is, to see the single desk held in place so that most barldyave got the anti-monopoly provisions of the Trade Practices
producers who find the single desk to be a very worthwhiléAct being frustrated and abused by national competition
thing will have their wish. | think that in that respect we startpolicy. Imagine what would happen to pharmacies if they
marching to the beat of the same drum. It is just after that thatiere able to have a crack at them as well. Coles and Woollies
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would be the only pharmacies in Australia. So, | was verydirectly is that people are saying that this election should be
pleased to see that Mr Samuel got on board, and | put him ithe last thing we are thinking about and that we should be
the category of being a poacher, in his terminology, not onlythinking about the delivery of services. However, it is not just

because of his former career in finance but also because about the delivery of services or just about an election. They

his former career with national competition policy. are not exclusive events—they can be carried on at the same
Time expired. time. Certainly, we are seeing the issue of delivery of services
up there in the lands being picked up by both the media and
this place.

It has taken many years for governments of both persua-
sions to get their act together and start delivering to the

PITJANTJATJARA LAND RIGHTS (EX ECUTIVE people of the APY lands the services they deserve and should

BOARD) AMENDMENT BILL be receiving not only now or five years ago but 30 years ago.
It was rather disappointing to see that the government used

Adjourned debate on second reading. a bit of a media stunt to announce that it would be appointing
(Continued from 2 June. Page 2416.) an administrator because it saw serious problems up in the

lands. We know that there are serious problems, and we are
trying to be as bipartisan as possible in this place in support-

Dr McFETRIDGE (Morphett): | indicate thatl amthe . - oM ! -
lead speaker in the house and have unlimited time, but | wilf"9 the government in delivering those services in the lands.
not take that time, because this is an urgent bill. 1 als ut, no, we had the Premier and the Deputy Premier giving

indicate that we will be supporting this bill. There are some''€ €xecutive up there on the lands a bit of a hiding, saying
questions that | will ask the minister to clarify for us, but this twas totally dysfunctional and that it was not being as honest
is an urgent bill and we will be doing everything we can oSt shguld have been.. .
expedite its process through the parliament. | understand that Mr Litster was the first person appointed, and he was a
the election of the APY executive in November 2002 waderTific choice. He is a very experienced policeman, and it is
carried out under the supervision of the electoral commissior€"y disappointing that he could not continue in that role.
er and that the minister was present at the time; he was thefdaving said that, though, the Hon. Bob Collins is in there
Standlng under a tree, Watch|ng What was gO|ng on. Thdi‘ow, and he IS avery.e'xperlenced negotlator Wlth Aborlgll’lal
election went very smoothly, but unfortunately it has all gondndigenous communities. He has done a lot of work for the
downhill since then. Northern Territory and federal governments. It is a shame
During 2003, the executive sought to extend its term ofhat Mr Collins is now in hospital after a motor vehicle
office to three years. We have had various opinions on wh@ccident up in Kakadu. I understand that he is still in the
they decided to do this. We have heard a lot of anecdotahtensive care ward in the Royal Adelaide Hospital, where |
evidence but nevertheless the executive sought to extend th&frOW he is receiving absolutely top notch, world-class care.
term of office for three years. The method of doing this was yv|sh h|m Wel!. | understand that his wife is in Adelaide with
to change their constitution. The executive sought somBiMm- | wish him a speedy recovery because, to quote the
advice on this, and they thought that they were going dowit "émier, ‘What Bob wants, Bob gets’ up in the lands. We
the right track, but unfortunately they were wrong. Theknow that Bob wants to improve the services up there, but he
government knew they were wrong, and crown law advisedas alsc_) suggested_that we n_eed an election up there as soon
the government that they were wrong, but unfortunately th@S possible, and | will say a bit more about that in a moment.

situation needs to be corrected by an amendment to thEiS is not just a political issue; it is a real issue up there on
Pitiantjatjara Land Rights bill. the lands, and we need to sort it out for the good of everyone

Itis rather sad that it has had to come to this house in such" the AP_Y lands. ) )
a hurry. The opponents of this bill say that this bill takes M Collins has had consultations with groups on the lands,
away the rights of the traditional owners, that it takes awaynd he has produced a report, which has been tabled in this
the rights of the people and that it is not the Anangu way. Ofplace. We have all had a look at the report and the cogent
the contrary, this billis reinforcing the rights of the people onf€commendations contained in it. Mr Collins believes that the
the lands and those of the traditional owners. This bill givegovernment should be adopting these recommendations as
everybody on the APY lands the right to exercise a votes00N as possible, and he also believes that an election should
under the supervision of the Electoral Commissioner on aR€ held as soon as possible. There has been some unjustified
annual basis in an open and honest way, free from angmmsr_n_of‘ Mr Collins for stating in I”]IS report that the AP
sources of intimidation that we hear about (whether or not-ouncil is ‘profoundly dysfunctional’. In fact, he says:
they are true, but there are allegations) and free from any |am dismayed at what appears to be the profoundly dysfunction-
sources of irregularities which we hear about, anecdotal atl situation in the mostimportant Anangu organisation in the lands.
otherwise. Mr Collins then went on to set out a further 10 recommenda-

This election will be conducted in a manner that will be tions, one of which was that legislation should be introduced
of satisfaction to everybody—and, | would have thought, tao provide for an election for the APY land council—I mean
the complete satisfaction to Mr Lewis. In fact, | asked Mrthe executive council—as soon as possible. | said the APY
Lewis, when he was in Adelaide not long ago with some ofland council because that was the term used by the executive
the other members of the APY executive: if he was so surat the time. It was not about clouding the issue, but it
that he had that support, why does he not go ahead andflected the whole situation. A lot of questions have to be
confirm his position by having an election, get it out of theasked: such as, was it the executive or was it the land
way and get on with the real business up there, namelgouncil? The act provides that the function of the AP
delivering services? | wish Mr Lewis every success in theexecutive is to administer issues to do with the lands and it
forthcoming election. Another thing | will speak about is not about the delivery of services, which | have already
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said. This bill is not about having an election or having The big question | have—and | hope the minister will
services delivered: both of them have to go on at the samanswer this in an open and completely frank way, as usual—
time. The recommendations that Mr Collins has made shoulid in relation to the transition clauses. Mr John Buckskin, the
be taken up by this parliament as soon as possible, and thettief executive officer up there, has just been sacked by the
is what we will be doing today—we will, | assume, be getting APY executive. | am very concerned that if the executive is
this bill through today so that we can get on with deliveringnot a validly elected executive it may not be acting in a valid
the services up there as well as having the election. way by sacking Mr Buckskin. In the transition clauses, clause

| had the opportunity to go to the lands with some other4 provides:

members of this and the other place with the Standin Despite a provision of the principal Act or a relevant provision

; P f the constitution of Anangu Pitjantjatjara the term of office of a
Commlttee. on Aboriginal Lands. We spent. nea'rly.i'iweek u%wember of the Executive Board elected on 7 November 2002 will
there and visited Umuwa, Ernabella, Pukatja, Mimili, Fregonpe taken to be the period from 7 November 2002 until the election
Indulkana and Watinuma. We met with community leadersreferred to in [the] clause.
we spoke with individuals, we looked at the arts centres an . L . . .
the sghools we sat down with the communities and we talkeao’ that 'f] Ieg||t|m|S|rllg this interim period where there is
about the issues there. We talked about the delivery of heal oubt. Schedule 1, clause (5) states:
and about the huge housing problems they have got—they An act or decision of the executive board that would have been
have tremendous problems up there with housing. We talke?”d if done or made after the commencement of clause 4 will be

o ) kentob lid for all .
about transport, and driving over the roads there—they ha ento e_va '_ or_a purp(-)s.es i ) )
nearly 2 inches of rain—was quite an experience. Certainlyl he question is: will the minister confirm that this clause will
the Hon. John Gazzola from the other place is now experitot, for example, validate a wrongful dismissal by the board
enced with a four-wheel drive, having driven over some venyuring the interim period? In other words, if Mr Buckskin has
rough roads up there. We talked about education, we saw tifevalid claim for reinstatement, will that claim be examined
fantastic schools and we saw the wonderful facilities in theand will he have recourse to any other action? The question
schools that link the kids there to the rest of the worldis there and it needs to be answered. Provided we geta full
through the internet (and, | must say, they did enjoy lookingand frank answer, | do not see any reason to hold this bill up
at my web site). any more.
There are so manv other issues up there that we need It is a bill which will allow the executive to move onin a

look at, butit is not ex)élusive of havin;an election. You Canlt@gitimate way and, if Mr Lewis and the team on the exec-
have tﬁe election, and we can keep delivering se.rvices. (ive board get up again, | wish them well. They will have my

N S Il support. If somebody else gets up, they will have my full
did witness a couple of sad incidents where people who Wergypport. | put on record that the one thing | want to achieve

0?&%?:;2 ggfvcvteega\?vylofsgitaggg trﬁguzeTﬁzucsoergmau#i)ttie%m only as a member of this place but also as a member of
5 hoto are wonderful—theg s nee% - bit of hel Thef”ne Aboriginal Lands Parliamentary Standing Committee is
p y) P- Yo see some progress on the lands, because the people up

should be getting the services that we promised years ago ”\ﬂter e—the Anangu Pitjantjatjara, Yankunyatjara, Ngaanyat-

we have not delivered. This bill is about tidying up any._~ "~ : : .
ambiguities, any concerns that we have about the executida & deserve every bit of help we can possibly give them.

administering the lands. Mr HANNA (Mitchell): The Greens oppose this bill

Before | move on, | should say that the arts centres irprimarily on the ground that it has been brought into this
Mimili, Fregon, Ernabella and other places are absolutelylace disrespectfully in relation to the Anangu. That is to say
amazing. | encourage any member in this place to take timthat the people in the north of the state who are directly
out to visit these communities, to see for themselves what iaffected by this bill have been given no say whatsoever in
going on, see the good things that are happening up there, deaw it is to be framed or implemented. The South Australian
the good people up there, see the community leaders, talk gpvernment is meant to be working under the following
them and see where they want to go. This is something werinciple which is set out in the document entitled ‘Doing It
should all be doing. It is a real eye-opening experience. Right’ signed by the Premier of South Australia in May 2003

This bill is about electing the APY executive in a timely and which states:

manner on an annual basis. We do not see any real problems The South Australian government's partnership relationship with
with this bill. I am informed by the minister that instead of 1¢ Aboriginal community is based on reciprocity, respect and
having the bill proclaimed by assent it will be by proclama- P '

tion, and | assume that that will be done as soon as possibt#ow | wish that were true! My starting point for looking at
because we have been promised—and as even Mr CollitBis legislation is self-determination of the Anangu on the
said—that the elections should be by the end of July. That i4PY lands.

only a matter of weeks away. How easy that is going to be, There are a couple of relevant background factors; | am
and whether we are going to be able to do that because of tmet blind to them. One is that there are local politics involved
logistics, is something the Electoral Commissioner is alreadpaturally in the community up there; there are different views
working on, | understand. It will be a fairly unique way of and different interest groups, as there would be in any
voting, using marbles placed in receptacles, with each bearir@mmunity around Australia. | have no favourites among
the name and, if permissible under local custom, the photadhose groups, and | am more than happy for democratic
graph of the candidate. The method of voting will be first pasprocesses to apply in order for there to be an APY council,
the post—a way that some of us may like to be electedwhich is representative of the community generally. The
although perhaps there are others who would not. Just so lomgher relevant background is the appalling state of health care,
as you get your marbles right, and you do not lose youpolicing resources and housing on the lands. Both Liberal and
marbles! Labor governments, until earlier this year, sadly neglected the
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crying need for better health care, policing and housing on the That standing orders be so far suspended as to allow me to move
APY lands. It was only whefihe Advertiser kicked off with ~ without notice an amendment to the question that this bill be now
a sensational front-page story about petrol sniffing that th&#ad a second time.

whole series of issues which | have mentioned came to the The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Snelling): | have counted
fore. the house and, as an absolute majority of the whole number

The Labor government had to be seen to be doin@f members of the house is not present, ring the bells.
something and, thus, former assistant commissioner Jim An absolute majority of the whole number of members
Litster was appointed as a protector (to use the 19th centufjeing present:
language) or a coordinator (in the official language today) Motion carried.
and, subsequently, Bob Collins was appointed to that role.

The task force, which was appointed along with Bob Collins, Mr HANNA: | move:

may do some good because obviously interagency cooper- That all words after the word ‘be’ be left out and the words
ation is essential and, indeed, intergovernmental cooperatiowithdrawn and referred to the Aboriginal Lands Parliamentary
is essential to solve the range of health and crime options t@tqnding Committee for its report and recommendations’ be inserted
which | have referred. in lieu thereof.

. . . The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Snelling): Does the
But all that is a separate issue to the democratic Processfsmper for Mitchell wish to speak to the motion?
on the APY lands. There are arguments for and against an Mr HANNA: No. sir '

urgent election this year for the APY council on the APY ) .

lands. | do not need to canvass the arguments for and against. The ACTING SPEAKER: | advise the house that the
motion of the member for Mitchell will be put after the

The important issue in relation to this bill is that it has minister closes the second reading debate.

been rushed through the parliament without notice to the Mr MEIER: | rise on a point of order, sir. | believe that,

community up there and without its involvement. It smacks either the Speaker or the Deputy Speaker is in the chamber,

of deviousness and paternalism. There are mixed motives that person must occupy the chair. | do see the Deputy

respect of the major parties in the way that they have deal§peaker in the house.

with this bill. No doubt, on the part of some there are motives ~ The ACTING SPEAKER: | am more than happy to hand

of genuinely trying to save the Aboriginal people from the chair over to the Deputy Speaker!

themselves, and that paternalistic sentiment is not necessarily

unkind. Perhaps there are other motives of wanting a different \js BREUER (Giles): In the past, at times, | have

pO|ItI.CE.3.| Ieadershlp on the APY lands that is more CondUCNjSsagreed with decisions taken by my party or the caucus, but
to mining operations on the lands—and I am sure that formghave abided by the decisions taken, as | believe my party is
a background to the consideration of some members. 3 true democratic party and | have been a loyal member of
However, | return to the essential point, that is, that thighat party. But this legislation almost broke my heart, and in
bill has not been worked out in cooperation with the peopldy heart initially | felt I could not support it. | have spent
up there. Whether the government of the day talks to the APYNany hours considering the legislation; and | have spent
council, or whether it talks to a range of groups—whether itVe€ks in discussion with Anangu here in Adelaide, on the
be women’s groups, or the land and culture group, or thé€léphone and also in the lands.
APY council, among others—the fact is that the people there My conclusions did not come lightly and | researched
need to be involved in solving whatever problem there mighthem very extensively. They were not prejudged, nor were
in respect of elections and the formation of the council on théhey naive or formed without facing the realities of Abo-
APY lands. Because that has not occurred, and because of tginal politics. I have let my caucus know of my concerns
shameful lack of consultation, | must oppose the bill. 12bout this legislation; and | let them know | was having great
acknowledge that there is a debate about the need for &ifficulty supporting it.
election and, accordingly, | think it warrants further consider- ~As the member for Giles and the local member for the
ation. Anangu Pitjantjatjara people, | put aside my loyalty to the
. N . party and place my loyalty to my constituents above all else.
_So, | will attempt to remove this bill from the consider- | pgjieve that today | have to speak for the Anangu people of
ation of this house and refer it to the Aboriginal Landsyhe |ands. This is the most important piece of legislation that
Parliamentary Sj[andlng_Comrmttee. Th_e_commlttee o_f SeVeflas affected them in many years. First, | must give my
members of parliament, including the Minister for Aboriginal g 501t 10 the appointment of a coordinator for the lands. |
Affairs and Reconciliation, was formed this year. Recently,\ a5 pleased when this was announced, and I still support the
it spent most of a week on the APY lands. Although in som€&jecision.
respects that is a very short time, it was enough for our eyes For six years | have been visiting the lands, and each time
tg b_e op%rlled to thg (r::r(_:umstflamcf?s of thedpeﬁplg n r;asp(ka]ct_ P\f/isit | become more depressed by the apparent inability of
their problems and their noble efforts to do the best for t e'%myone to resolve some of the pressing issues of violence,
community. substance sniffing, poverty and loss of respect for the elders
The Aboriginal Lands Parliamentary Standing Committeddy many young people.
is best placed to work out the detail of how the Aboriginal The AP lands are a very beautiful place, and the people
people in that part of the state would prefer to be governetiave had to come to terms with white people’s ways in a
by their own people. It would be appropriate for the Abo-short period. Only 65 years ago Ernabella was the first place
riginal Lands Parliamentary Standing Committee to discusat which most Anangu ever had contact with Europeans. |
these issues in detail with the people there and to come badlelieve the coordinator can assist in dealing with state
to this place with suitable recommendations. | thereforggovernment service providers; in liaising with commonwealth
move: government service providers; and in providing support and
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assistance to Anangu in programs and governance to thstability be maintained and that time be given for the
communities. executive and elections to be held further down the track. |

| believe this legislation was initially ill-conceived and am pleased that we now look to respect this wish.

much of it has been unnecessary. Time prevents my dealing Every instance where Gary Lewis and the executive are
with all the issues | foresee, but | must deal, first, with thecriticised are all traced back to the same names. When the

issue of a need for an election. | question the need for aftanding committee visited the lands three weeks ago, we saw

election. While | have considered the opinions of the crowr0 evidence of any dissatisfaction or urgency for an election,
lawyers and the lawyers from my caucus, and see that thegPart again from those names or organisations associated with
must be an election in the future, | am angry that this haghem. However, | did see evidence that the opposition were
been turned into an unnecessary battle between the stdieomoting these dissidents, and | believe this is being fed
par”ament and the Anangu Pitjantjatjara council. | keed)aCk to t!']e Premier and Bob Collins. | see no evidence of a
asking why. This push for an election has obliterated all thélysfunctional executive.

goodwill generated by the Minister for Aboriginal Affairsand ~ Bob Collins said he was lobbied heavily on this issue, but
Reconciliation who, I believe, has done an excellent job in th@gain | believe it was through the Liberals. His only lobbying
past two years to work through the issue at Anangu pacévould have been by those people whom I have mentioned.

taking into consideration their feelings on this matter and am concerned about Mr Collins, who has come under
|istening to, and actua”y ta|k|ng to, the peop|e_ criticism by the Anangu for his conduct on the lands.

The Anangu believe that an agreement had been reach&pWwever, | wish him well. He believed he was doing right
to extend to three years the term of the current executive. TH¥NEN he was on the lands. ,
present executive was elected in November 2002. In May | @m greatly concerned that the Premier and Deputy
2003 the executive agreed in principle to extend the term dfrémier have been misled by the opposition through their

office to three years, subject to ratification at a generafdents about the chair, Mr Gary Lewis, Mr Murray George,

meeting. In July 2003 a special general meeting of ApRIso chair of the law and culture group and the executive in
resolved to amend its constitution to provide for three_yeagerl]\/?gbersinterjecting'

terms. Independent legal advice supported this. The AP : )

lawyers made application to consumers affairs, as they are The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The members fqr Kavel,
required to do under the act, and they approved the chang§§uan and Bragg will be visiting the lands shortly if they keep

to the constitution. The AP executive believed they werdnterjecting! o ) i
legal. y MsBREUER: Ifitis the truth it hurts sometimes. Have

Following criticism by the opposition and a small group an election if you wish, but give them some time to prepare.

of dissidents in the lands, the AP executive held an annu%ve must not think in terms of white elections. It is a com-

general meeting in December 2003 and sought to ha letely different situation on the lands, and you cannot be

endorsement for the current executive put to that meeting. - that the best person will win. | question that if they have
o P '9-Peen doing a good job they will win their election. That is not
am told that a huge majority of people at that meetin

indicated their support for this. but. because of a highly voca he case in the lands. Merit often has nothing to do with such
PP e gnly n election. Family and organisations have the loyalty and
small group who upset other participants to the point wher

violence seemed possible, the meeting was disbanded with eRwer to turn around elections. .
’ We were told that the NPY Women’s Council want an

the mptlon being put, . election. | thought this implied that they were dissatisfied
This was unfortunate, but it is very understandable tQyith the current executive, but on meeting with them recently
those who have been present at such meetings. | am now tQlgyng that it was about procedure and was not personal at
that an election must be held. | have wondered why, but b They had no objections to the current executive. Let them
think | know. | believe the opposition, in particular the paye their time and give them back their rights. | am so sad
shadow minister, has played a major role in setting this Uppat e have turned this issue into a power struggle, and | am
He arranged a small vocal but very powerful group to feed, angry that it has become a political game and that the
wrong information to the Premier's office in the guise of | jhera] Party has created so much strife in all this. It should
discontent among the Anangu. Where is this discontent? ot haye happened. We should have welcomed a coordinator
have not seen itin all my travels, telephone calls or consultasng 5 genuine attempt to get some desperately needed action

tions with all manner of contacts associated with the lands, the [ands. Children and people are dying. So much good
In every instance the discontent goes back to four family, the jands is matched by so much sadness.

names. Bob Collins is at present seriously ill. | have been

I am told that, after the election of the executive, membergoncerned about some of the reports that have come from
of the executive sent a letter to the government asking thakere. This legislation has many flaws, and | have been con-
Gary Lewis be removed. | have seen this letter. But on talkingerned about consultation with Anangu. | believe much is
to one executive member, | realise that she has no knowledggised on the roadshow of last year, but | do believe the
of this letter and denies ever signing it. It must have beenegislation takes away much of the role and position of the
falsely originated. | am told of a petition signed by hundredsraditional owners. In the original act, the AP AGM was the
of residents asking for a new election and that Gary Lewiglecting body for the executive, and the role of the traditional
must go. Shortly after, however, a number of letters wereders was reinforced as the primary authority and owners of
produced signed by petitioners who said they had no ideghe land. The executive was accountable to them. | believe
what they were signing. Nowhere have | heard of dissatisfaghis has now been removed and it has become like local
tion with Mr Gary Lewis. government elections. This removes the role of the traditional

Indeed, the law and culture elders tell me that Mr Lewisowners, and | am not sure that the implications of this have
is doing a very good job, as are the rest of the executive. been thought through. | believe the wards were based on
have seen letters from all the communities asking thatoadshow findings and, again, | ask whether it has been
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thought through, because a person cannot speak for someoneMs Breuer interjecting:
from other lands. | am worried that the impact on kinship, TheHon. G.M. GUNN: The member for Giles can get
community and traditional owner links has not been conherself upset, but the facts are these: why is it that Yami
sidered carefully enough. The local government model hakester and his group got a 30 year lease when other people
some good points, but | have concerns that the Anangu carould not get a lease? It is not very hard to work out. | say to
only stand for one position—they cannot stand as an exethe house: we need fair elections up there. | think the
utive member and also for the chair. | am also concerned bgppointment of Bob Collins is one of the best appointments
the fact that, if they are employed by the community in anythat this government has made. He does not have to be there,
capacity, they cannot be elected, because this rules out mahwt | sincerely hope that his unfortunate accident does not
talented people. prevent him from completing a very important role: to ensure
We must not blame the current executive and the chair fothat the Pitjantjatjara people are able to take advantage of the
so many of the woes in this land and call them dysfunctionatesources and the opportunities that are there; that they are
and ineffective. | have seen letters from Mr Murray Georgeable to ensure that their children are properly educated; that
who is a very well-respected man and a traditional owner anthey are able to have a decent lifestyle and the health services
who is the chair of the law and culture group in the lands. that they need; and that they are not the victims of petrol
have seen letters from all the communities, from the Unitingsniffing, drug abuse and alcoholism, which have completely
Church and from Uni SA, and | have spoken to and seempset a generation of young people. If anyone who has gone
letters from many former workers in the lands (white andto the Pitjantjatjara lands and seen young people walking
Anangu), all indicating their support for the executive. Thesearound with jam tins or coke cans around their neck held by
people are my constituents and | believe we have done thempiece of wire and they think that that is self-determination,
a great harm unintentionally, but | do not believe it is| am appalled. When you ask the people who are supposed
irreparable. | believe we have an obligation to them to try tdo be working for them why they have not done something
make this work, and | hope that | can honour that obligationabout it, they throw their hands in the air and look blankly at

you. These people have been the victims of left-wing
TheHon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): | want to participate in  agitators.

this debate, and | have been interested in the comments of the \s Bedford interjecting:
member for Giles. | wonder where the member has been, and The Hon. G.M. GUNN: That's right, left-wing agitators

| wonder whether she has actually gone to the Pitjantjatjargﬁe your mate, Peter Duncan—that crook. Your mate, Peter
lands and whether she has had her eyes open. Where has sfig\can just like him. He has rorted people in my constituen-

b(_een? It is clear that she has_ been hoodwinked by the lef v and elsewhere. | make no apology. That is the sort of
wing agitators who have manipulated, controlled and rorte eople who went up there.

the situation for years. And who has missed out? The long- Ms Bedford interjecting:
suffering Aboriginal people. This legislation is a small step TheHon. G.M GUNN'.Yourda of iudament is comina:
towards rectifying some of the disgraceful decisions which t ) b. .tth i : y otjudg g
have been taken on the lands. What is this parliament hepeOn worry about that. ) .

for? Itis to legislate to ensure that the citizens of this state get 1 heHon. JW. WEATHERILL: On a point of order,
good government, are fairly treated and that the resourci\ér Deputy Speaker, | ask the honourable member to return

t
made available to them are invested so the next generation & the point.

The Hon. JW. Weatherill: What interest did you show ~ Ms Bedford interjecting:

in the last eight years? The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The member for
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Florey should listen. The member for Stuart will return to the
TheHon. G.M. GUNN: Mr Deputy Speaker, can | say subject.

to the minister— TheHon. G.M. GUNN: | am delighted to refer to this

TheDEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, the member for Stuart particular document. | am looking forward to the elections
has the call. | am resisting raising my voice for reasons | havbeing held, but | am also interested in the different points of
outlined previously in this place: | do not want to shoutview emanating from the government. The Deputy Premier
through the microphone and hurt the ears of Hansard stafivent up there with the Commissioner of Police. Obviously,
| urge members to listen to the member for Stuart with thevhat the Deputy Premier saw was an eye-opener for him.
courtesy he deserves. From my experience, the people who gave the best service,

TheHon. G.M. GUNN: Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker, setthe best example and did a really good job were the police
because | am easily put off and | have to work myself up toofficers who helped to establish the police aide scheme. They
get on my feet. But | say to this house: ‘I told you so.’ | was did a wonderful job. We need to have those people put back
one of the few in this chamber who had grave reservationgn the lands.
about the Pitjantjatjara Land Rights Act when it came in. |  One thing that must be achieved is that we have to create
saw the manipulation that took place and those who wergome genuine opportunities for those people, because it is no
pulling the strings—Phillip Toynes, and that lot—and whogood believing that the young people want to stay there when
were using it as a stepping stone to go forward. There wathere is nothing constructive for them to do. They want to see
Phillip and his brother, and Warren Snowden and all that lotthe bright lights of Alice Springs or other places. When there
they used the Pitjantjatjara people as political cannon foddeis nothing constructive for them to do, where do they end up
They line them up at the elections and make sure they all dawhen it gets hot? They end up causing problems in my
the right thing. | know what occurred at places like Pipalyat-constituency of Port Augusta or at Port Pirie, Port Lincoln or
jara. The vote was 56 to nothing, all in the same handwritingCeduna. There are great opportunities out there. When the
We know what took place out there. Then they expect us t®itjantjatjara land rights legislation was passed in this
sitidly by. parliament, it was estimated that they could conservatively
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graze 50 000 head of cattle out there on some of the beStouth Australia. It is a beautiful part of the world and there
cattle country in South Australia. What has happened? Them e great opportunities.

has been chaos. Recently, people like T & R Pastoral have |f we could get a small percentage of the thousands of
done a marvellous job in agisting cattle on what waspeople who drive up past the road into Indulkana to pay for
Kenmore Park. They have gone up there, invested and startgd organised ecotourism experience and have the Aboriginal
to set the place up again. people explain to them their culture and their stories, we

The person who owns the pastoral lease at Lambinwould create great opportunities. A road goes through
wanted to agist some cattle. The locals at Fregon were realijpdulkana to Ayers Rock, Yulara. But no, the people who
pleased and wanted him there. The traditional owners wantdthve control are fighting for it. Members of the left wing of
him there. What happened? This slippery little lawyer blokethe Labor Party have been very critical of the Deputy Premier
and his anthropologist mate wanted $30 000 before he coulahd the Premier. They are the agents for the people who have
agist the cattle there. Who is looking after whom? There hawrought havoc upon these long suffering citizens of South
been cattle at Fregon. Fregon was set up as a governmehstralia, and it should not be. The member for Giles said
cattle operation for the Pitjantjatjara people on the outskirt¢hat a few people have complained about it. Why did she not
of the hills. It was set up by Jim Vickery and there were cattlehave the courage to name them? | ask her to indicate whether
there. But, no, this anthropologist bloke wanted to stick hisshe does or does not support the stance taken by the Deputy
oar in and cause more trouble. He wanted to make sure thRremier in relation to his concern to see that the things that
nothing happened. He wanted to keep the people down. Theatere pointed out to him are fixed in the long term.

is the situation, and it is an absolute scandal. There was huge we have to make a start. We have to take positive steps
opportunity for ecotourism up there but, because of thisf we are to address the appalling situation that has been
system— allowed to be created. If you go to Pipalyatjara you see where
The Hon. JW. Weatherill interjecting: there was an attempt at mining and what took place therg._We

) ) L know that there were 44-gallon drums of chrysoprase arriving

TheHon. G.M. GUNN: Itis all right for the minister to i, Alice Springs. You can see the new buildings and garages
get grumpy with me; he will have his chance in a momentyyhich were erected which have now been wrecked and

There is one thing for sure. While you have a closed shop yoyandalised. Motor cars are strewn from Indulkana to Pipalyat-
can keep good people out, and currently it is a closed shggra: when they grade the roads they grade around them. Let
and people have to get a permit to go in there. | believe it iis haye no more of this nonsense that we have done the right

an outrage that the taxpayers of this country, Who arghing. We have failed as a parliament, because this deplorable
providing the money to maintain the roads, are not allowe@et of circumstances has been created.

to Qrive on them. That is an outrage and it ought to be fixed. The Liberal Party will support the Deputy Premier and his
Ith.lnk.vye ought to move Some amendments 1o this becausSolleagues in trying to fix this. | just wonder what sort of
while itis a closed shop, we will not see any progress made

The people who have control and have manipulated thcircus and exercise we would have had in this parliament if
he peop P § Liberal government had tried to rectify it. They would have
situation are untouchable.

trotted out all their trendy mates from the university and

If the people of South Australia had an opportunity to seealong with the church leaders they would have had them
it first hand, they would not only be appalled but they wouldjumping up and down and doing somersaults in the street
also be outraged beyond belief at what has happened up theadout how bad and how wicked what we were doing was. We
No shortage of money has been spent up there. There angll support the government in taking, unfortunately, a very
kerbed streets in places, yet the kids are living in squalor. On@inor step.
of the most interesting things that | been involved with since  other urgent action is required and we have to make sure
I have been a member of parliament occurred a couple ghat we get dedicated, hardworking people in there. When
years ago when | took some of my colleagues to Indulkangeople who have the best interests of the Aboriginal people
I remember the look of surprise on the face of the member fost heart go into these establishments we need to support them.
Morphett | do not think he believed .he was In SOUthWhen they will not go a|0ng with the rorting and the
Australia when he saw Indulkana. Appalling! Not only do we misappropriation of money they should not be able to be
have every description of dog known to man, and perhaps n@hunted out and got rid of. What has happened to Mr
known—a most unhealthy arrangement—there is als@yckskin and a lot of other good people who went up there?
rubbish, junk, smashed motor cars, burnt cars, burnt-outney have gone on their way; they would not give in to the
houses and kids running around petrol sniffing. Is that goodgressures. Look what has happened in some of the shops in
Is that what this parliament is proud of? We should bene pitjantjatjara lands. 1 will never forget going into one or
ashamed of ourselves. two of them and discovering what were appalling activities.

Instead of trooping the parliament down to Mount!am pleased to say that the fraud squad has been in there, and

Gambier to feed the ego of one or two people, we ought td Will probably need to go into some of these places in the
take the whole parliament to the Pitjantjatjara lands and shofture.

them what we have created. Take the parliament to the people | look forward to the next piece of legislation that needs
and show them. There is no need to have a tub-thumping come to this parliament to put into effect the long-term
exercise with the media. Members should just go and lookenefits for those people, that is, to open up the roads and
and then consider whether we have achieved greatness sirtt&ve a controlled system where people can drive on the road
passing this legislation. We all have a responsibility to makeeserves; where they can be organised to operate sensible
sure that we take positive action to rectify the wrongs of theecotourism activities and have effective cattle enterprises.
past. It is absolutely essential that we create some cattlEhe best way in which to do it is in conjunction with existing
enterprises, that we organise some ecotourism for thesmperators who have the experience and know-how and who
people and that we get some outside capital into this part afan provide the cattle and teach the people the skills they
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need. They also need to know how to fix up windmills. Whengroups, or whatever), but | believe that what has been
you fly in windmill experts from Alice Springs it is a happening over a long period of time in the lands has not
tremendous cost to fix up a very simple problem. The peoplesally delivered for those people. It sounds like an easy
who have been flown out there are doing well. But, at the endatchcry but, ultimately, the people must have control over
of the day, the local community should be trained to fix alltheir own destiny. When one realises that some of the people
those things. in parts of those lands have had extensive European contact

I do not know whether anyone has been to Umuwa. Onenly since about the 1930s one could argue, ‘Well, many
person | give full marks for great success is Peter Kittleworthwhile changes have occurred’, but many unfortunate
Toyota. He has achieved greatness where others have failédings have happened, not the least being the addiction to the
He has sold more Toyotas per head of population there thaniffing of petrol by teenagers and the amount of domestic
anyone else. If members were to go to a meeting at Umuweiolence.
what would they see? They would see a sea of white Toyota’s | am prepared to support this measure, but | do not believe
with Peter Kittle stencilled on the windscreen. Well done. Dothat it is the total answer. As | have just said, | do not believe
not blame him. He has been even more successful than masiat what has been happening has been satisfactory. | am not
because he has brought them into the business to make s@@vocating change for the sake of change, but I think this
that he gets the lot. Of course, the others who have benefitgntoposal should be implemented somewhat speedily. | am
are those scoundrels, the grog runners, who have come iinterested to know from the minister how long it would be
across the Northern Territory border; and certain people aiefore he would see this in place. The situation up there,
Mintabie have been less than honourable in their conduct.which undoubtedly shocked the Deputy Premier and which

| am pleased to see this legislation. | hope that Mr Collinsvould shock anyone if they had the opportunity to visit,
makes a speedy recovery so that he can get on with the joieeds to be addressed. This is not the total answer. | think the
of helping to rectify the mismanagement and the wrongs oéppointment of Bob Collins was a good move. | trust he has
the past. | am disappointed that certain members of the Labarspeedy recovery, and that he can get on with assisting these
Party are so critical of this decision. It appears to me that thegeople obtain the fulfilment to which they are entitled in
are more interested in allowing their political mates toterms of their own personal and group goals, and that they
continue to pull the strings than to put the long-term interestsan move beyond not only some of the distressing impacts
of these people first. This parliament should take it out obut downright negative impacts to which they are subjected,
their hands and put the interests of these people first. whether it be petrol sniffing or other measures. | support this

bill and I look forward to the questioning during the commit-
TheHon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher): | visited the Pitjantjatjara tee stage.

lands many years ago. | was appalled at what | saw then and,
from what | am hearing, it does not sound as though alothas Mr BRINDAL (Unley): | am happy or, rather, unhappy
changed. Many people say that it is Third World. What | sawto contribute to this debate because of my experiences in the
was not even up to Third World standard. | have soméands going back some 20 years. | was the state coordinator
sympathy with much of what the member for Stuart saidof the priority country education program, which members
Unless you have an economic base, you cannot sustagpposite will know was one of the Whitlam initiatives for
worthwhile activities. We know that some of the communitieseducation that came slightly after Whitlam. Whitlam initiated
produce wonderful crafts, and batik is one. More could bean investigation into why the commonwealth government
done in the way of raising cattle, as the member for Stuarshould or should not become involved in education. The
pointed out (ecotourism). investigation found that there were two cohorts of children
The lands have some beautiful scenery and other attribut@gho did not receive fair educational outcomes, if those
which many people would like to explore, and | think thatmeasures of fairness are a proportion of the population in
should be very much part of the encouragement. | am not sureiversity faculties desired by the public in proportion to that
that the closing off of the lands has really been in the interesisopulation’s existence in the community. This means, for
of the people. In some ways one could argue that it ixample, if 3 per cent of the population entering university
paternalistic. It was probably done with the best intention tas Aboriginal, 3 per cent should be in medicine, because
protect the people but, in many ways, it has backfiredmedicine is about the number one preferred faculty (or was
because when you have something hidden from the widehen the number one preferred faculty) around the nation;
view you do get abuses. We know that certain abuses ha&per cent are Aboriginal; and 3 per cent should be in law.
occurred there, and they still go on in relation to petrol They looked at the middle classes and those in our society
sniffing. When something lacks that total scrutiny by thewho are a little wealthier and those who are little poorer. You
wider community you will get ongoing abuses. would have been aware of the work, Mr Speaker, because you
| question whether there is merit in keeping the landswvere an academic at the time. They found that those who
closed off. The access should be under particular conditionsnissed out on educational opportunities were overwhelming-
We know that you can have limited access now with specidly from lower socioeconomic classes and from rural and
permission but, | think, that whole issue needs to be adisolated backgrounds. They found that our universities were
dressed. When | was there | talked to the elders and they saiover-represented by people from middle-class, urban
‘Let us teach the culture and let the educators, the Europearisackgrounds. They set up a program in South Australia called
provide the maths and the English.” That was one of theiPriority Projects. Many members would have known it for a
strong messages to me when | visited the lands many yeansimber of years. That is where Whitlam left it, but when the
ago. | believe that it has reached a point where interventiohiberals came to government, they looked at the second
is required and that there needs to be a revisiting of what iprong, which was remote and isolated children, and they set
happening there. up the disadvantaged country areas program which, in South
I am not in a position to know the merits of the internal Australia, was known as the Priority Country Education
disputes (whether they are based on clan groups, kinshjirogram. As | said, | headed it, and went to the Anangu
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Pitjantjatjara lands on a number of occasions over a numb@f South Australia. They were concerned, as | could under-
of years. stand it, at the process and the timetable that is inherent in the
The member for Stuart is quite right in his comments thabriginal proposition. | notice that the government has gone
this has been a standing sore for all that time. | remember mgome way towards now suggesting that this be taken into
first visit to the lands, and | have spoken about this to thisiccount a bit later—I think it is in November. | would suspect
house a number of times because exactly the same situatitimat this is probably the result of some very sensible heads in
was occurring: the levels of health care and the levels othe caucus making representations to the government, that
many things were well and truly below the standard thatinseemly haste is not warranted in this case, and that perhaps
would generally be expected in our community. Withoutthe process should be delayed a bit further. | was not privy
entering into federal territory, | have long wondered about thé¢o the caucus so | do not know who said what, but | would
huge amounts of money funnelled into the big open end o$uspect that some of the people opposite, not being members
the pipe compared with the smaller amounts of money, or thef the know-all executive government, might know a lot more
money that was wrongly applied, that came out the other enéibout this issue than those who pontificate on a daily basis
If any Australian wants an example of that, they need to looland put themselves up as instant experts.
at the indigenous people who live in remote and isolated Mrs Geraghty interjecting:
Australia, especially in the desert lands—not just the Anangu  \1, BRINDAL : If the whip would like, | will quote some
Pitjantjatjara but those who live in the Northern Territory ot hor members for whom | have much higher regard in
with related groupings. .. Aboriginal matters than | have for anyone sitting on the front
Given the amounts of money that we have funnelled intg,q oy "yt | will not embarrass them unless she forces me to
welfare specifically for those people, how is it possible thayy, g4 ' hope she will not. Having said that, the elders who
you can go up there and see the incidence of eye diseasg,,4ched me were concerned that this was taking place
petrol sniffing, and just about every SOC.'aI abuse known t recipitately and that in many ways it was wrongly moti-
man? And then there are the United Nations resolutions thabye | do not pretend to be an indigenous person, or to have
say, in connection with the treatment of our indigenous, omp|ete understanding of their culture and the values that
people, that we are, in fact, a third world country. Well, it IS they hold, but I do know from the reading that | have done,

true. You jl.JS'F have to go.there and !ook at what they qc.’ NOLnd the people | have known over the years, that there is no
get, at their life expectation, at the incidence of Aboriginal roup of people, | suspect, on the face of the earth, who

people going to jail—any measure you want to take—becauskiia ch such spiritual significance to their land, to the tenure
we have failed those people. that they hold on their land, and the spirituality which comes
rom their land. As | understand those people—and | admit
&hat it is an incomplete understanding—their notion of being
prings from the land, from their dreaming, and from their

is in question is what we should do. | would commend th
member for Mitchell because this is, if you like, the revers
of the issue we are dealing with on child abuse. The issue gl jitional custodianship of the land.

child abuse at present is, "Well, we know there is a problem | think that is borne out by the fact that implicit in much

but we have injected more funds, so why should we look atfth legislati . hit \ derstandi f
the old problem? Give us time, give us the resources, anf (N legisiation we pass Is a white manss understanding o

everything will be all right.'This is just the reverse. We know aldn"ferent culture—an .Anglo. understanding of an entllrely
there is a problem, and we know it has existed for 30 year@fferent culture, an entirely different people and an entirely

but let us fix it up yesterday. Let us just rush in and do it adlifferent way of looking at the world. We can rush in here,
quickly and as soon as we can. | am not against what thid our efforts, and make frightful mistakes. This parliament,

member for Stuart says, or some of my colleagues, and | aﬁ;]artiqularly the party which now sits in government, came i.n
not against any of the sentiments that | think | will hear in this' €' In the late 1960s or early 1970s and said that everything
house from any member, but | am in many ways inclined tOthe good Lutheran missionaries, the Catholics and_ot_hers did
the view— ’ in those places was wrong—they were paternalistic; they
The Hon. J.W. Weatherill: That covers everything were this; they were that and they were something else. They

Mr BRINDAL : It does cover everything and | am very said, ‘Let's get them all out, and let's have self-determina-
good at that, and the minister will learn that—cover all yourion: We have seen 30 years of abandoning completely one

bases and then a few extra as well. It is a lesson the ministéys‘tﬁm and g0|fntgt]100m|plec§ely tr? a dlﬁgzjel‘w_lt_system in which,
would do well to learn if he plans to prosper and last long innaybe, some of these leaders have said, ‘The community was

this place, and | am sure that he will do both. I am absolutelgstjggifgtrrlﬁgﬁg:r;g d g&'{?ﬁga:g?ﬁ;gkﬁ] t&rgi\;v g}gczzway all

confident that he will do both. It was written in the play—I e .
think that the member for Mitchell would know the titleA— | do not know that that missionary approach was right; |
Man for All Seasons by Henry Bolt. The minister would do think there was much wrong with it. I do not know that t_he
well to be a man for all seasons and to bend with the wind@pproach we have had for the last 30 years was entirely
Mr Hanna: He has prospered pretty well so far. wrong or misguided, although | think many mistakes were
Mr BRINDAL: Yes. Extraordinarily. He has prospered made. However, | think we are now at risk of making exactly
well. The only person ever to have walked into the parliamenthe same mistake that we made 30 years ago. | see here no
and assumed the purple before he had even got his feet wétdigenous person; | see no-one who claims indigenous
But I digress. | am still inclined to the views of the memberheritage—not one person in a chamber of 47.
for Mitchell. We have had these problems for 30 years. They However, we are sitting here very vigorously debating
are awful problems, and all Aboriginal people acknowledgevhat is in the best interests of a people of whom we are not
this. even a part. We have a right—in fact, we have a duty—to do
Last week | was visited in my electorate office by four the best we can for them, but we also have something called
very senior people from the Aboriginal community in the a duty of care, which means making the best decision we can
lands, and from somebody assisting them from the Universitpn behalf of those people.
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| agree with the member for Mitchell that delaying this of the previous government, we saw more evidence of the
legislation may well be better for a considered outcome. Thegoncern of those opposite for the welfare of those on the APY
put to me that this bill really seeks to impose on Aboriginallands. | also make particular reference to the contribution
people almost a system of local government rule, which isnade by the member for Giles. The member for Giles holds
anathema to the sorts of traditions that they hold. Some of ma particularly passionate concern for the welfare of those
colleagues have said to me, ‘You probably saw this group, azonstituents within her electorate. She has been a regular and
you probably saw that group, and reduced it immediately tamportant advocate within our caucus for the interests of
our understanding of competing interests.’ It is a bit likethose who live in these lands.
talking about the left and the right in the Labor Party or,  All the steps taken in this legislation to bring some degree
perish the thought, the broad church that is the Liberal Partgf legal regularity to the administrative arrangements that
at present, not that there are any divisions on either side of theave been set up on the lands and, indeed, to facilitate what
aisle. However, it is the same sort of thing. the government has identified as one of the key issues of

These people came and talked to me, and | am incapabf@ncern on the lands—that is, the provision of services—have
of knowing which group they were from. | am incapable of been motivated by one issue and one issue alone: that is, how
knowing whether they were right or wrong because, quitdo improve the welfare of the people who live on the APY
frankly, | do not have the experience or the expertise to salgnds. | think it has been freely acknowledged by many on
what is best for a people whose culture, traditions and wholghis side of the house that we may have gone about thatin a
way of life is probably a minimum of 19 000 years older thanway which may have been perceived by those on the lands as
my own traditions. | am not fitted to sit in judgment on them, indicating some disrespect to them. If that has happened, it
and, presently, | do not think the rest of us are, either. ~ has been unintentional. At all times we have simply been

So, | support the member for Mitchell, because in making>¢€King to provide those in authority on the lands with the
a case to say, ‘Look, this legislation can and should b egal and proper basis from which they can discharge their

delayed, he is doing the appropriate and sensible thing. lfeSPonsibilities to their communities.
this parliament has learnt anything in the last 30 years it |"€ré are a number of minor amendments we seek to
should be this: let us not tell other people what is good foPromote within the committee stage, and | might briefly

them. Let us go and sit down and talk with those people, angddress them. The only one of any substance is to bring the
let them determine what is good for them. act into operation on a date fixed by proclamation as opposed

to the present arrangement, which is that the act will come
Mto operation on the date of assent. This amendment
a@ﬁectively restores the more usual practice concerning the
mechanism for bringing an amending bill into operation and
| allow more flexibility in relation to the operation of
hole or separate elements of the bill. It will also allow some
exibility over the timing of the election process. Itis not, of
ourse, our intention to unduly delay the election process,

possessed of an entirely different sense of right or wrong,
well as an entirely different level of dignity. We think they
do not care about some things, because they do not stand
in this place and rant and rave and be very emotional abo
it. They are very quiet and often, when they are affronted, thﬂ
last thing they will do is confront the issue. They are not a,

cqnfrontat|qnal peoplg .| know they have had great q'ﬁ'cu”yalthough we do seek that flexibility to ensure that this election
with the various administrators who have been put in placeprocess is a successful one

I know that at least some of them find that the current = The other amendment is of small moment. It concerns the
administrator is not acceptable to them. Itis interesting (angdmendments correcting a reference to community administra-
I do not wish anybody ill fortune) that one of the commentsiqrs in the bill. In another place a question was raised about
I had was that the most unfortunate accident that happengfle accuracy of that title. The minister in the other place
to the recent administrator was a result of almost a spiritughndertook to clarify the position. The government has been
thing. Now, no-one is talking about pointing the bone oragyised that the title is not one that is currently used to
anything like that, but the elders actually said to me that thigjescripe the position which is instead known as MSO
guy was meddling in land that was not his land, he wagmunicipal services officer). Furthermore, not all electorates
interfering in matters which were not his matters, and now h¢zve such a position. To avoid any possible confusion,
has had a mischance befall him. They said that this is the wajic|uding whether an MSO could assist the returning officer
it should be, this is the nature of our universe—that peoplé, an election in which the MSO is a candidate, this amend-
fix things that they are empowered to fix, they leave Wellnent removes the permissive reference. However, the
enough alone when it is not their business, and anyone whgmendment does not affect the returning officer’s ability to
interferes with the rightful harmony and order of the way itpe assisted in publicising an election conducted under
should be invariably suffers the consequences. The suggessction 9 of the principal act. However, such assistance may
tion coming from them is that the most unfortunate accie sought by the returning officer. The returning officer may

dent—well, the Buddhists would call it karma, and thethen turn his mind to whether assistance from an MSO is
Christians might call it divine intervention, but they have gppropriate in the circumstances.

their own way of looking at it. Nevertheless, it is their way. ~ pepate adjourned.
They find what is happening to them unacceptable. The
member for Mitchell counsels sensible delay and | sit with

the member for Mitchell. MATTER OF PRIVILEGE

TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL (Minister for Families Dr McFETRIDGE (Morphett): | rise on a matter of
and Communities): | thank honourable members for their privilege. | do it with all sincerity and genuine intent. | raised
contributions in relation to this debate. | would like to makein my second reading speech the dismissal of Mr John
one particular comment, though: the member for Stuart'8uckskin as the manager of the APY Lands Council. | have
contributions would have more credibility if, during the life been given a copy of a letter from the chairman of the current
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executive—whether that is a legitimate executive, | will leave AYES (40)
up to others to decide—to Mr Buckskin. This is a letter of Atkinson, M. J. Bedford, F. E.
dismissal to Mr Buckskin, and one of the issues raised in that Breuer, L. R. Brokenshire, R. L.
letter is that Mr Buckskin spoke to the Aboriginal Lands Brown, D. C. Buckby, M. R.
Parliamentary Standing Committee on 8 June 2004. | would Caica, P. Chapman, V. A.
have thought that, if Mr Buckskin sought to speak to that Ciccarello, V. Conlon, P. F.
committee, he should be allowed to and to say what was on Evans, I. F. Foley, K. O.
his mind. | would have thought that the communication Geraghty, R. K. Goldsworthy, R. M.
between Mr Buckskin and a standing committee of this Gunn, G. M. Hall, J. L.
parliament would be something that should not be used as an Hamilton-Smith, M. L. J. Hill, J. D.
instrument to— Kerin, R. G. Key, S. W.

Mr HANNA: Mr Deputy Speaker, | rise on a point of Kotz, D. C. Koutsantonis, T.
order. | suggest that this is a matter of employment law and Lomax-Smith, J. D. Matthew, W. A.
a matter for Mr Buckskin and his lawyers, rather than a Maywald, K. A. McEwen, R. J.
matter of privilege for this parliament. McFetridge, D. Meier, E. J.

Members interjecting: O’'Brien, M. F. Penfold, E. M.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! We will take the Rankine, J. M. Rann, M. D.
matter of privilege first and we will take into account what Rau, J. R. Scalzi, G.
the member for Mitchell has said. _ﬁ]evens, L. SUCh’hR-_”B- !

Dr McFETRIDGE: As | said, | do this with the utmost Wtﬁgp;oﬂ’ M. G. V\\/,\i/ﬁg[min,\}ljhw' (tefler)
open and honest intent. | was very concerned that a witness T NOES (2) T
to the Aboriginal Lands Parliamentary Standing Committee Brindal. M. K Hanna, K. (teller)
could be so intimidated or other potential witnesses could be T T
intimidated by saying, ‘If you speak to that committee, it Majority of 38 for the ayes.

could be used as an instrument to somehow act against you.” Second reading thus carried.
In this particular case, it has been mentioned in this letter that, The SPEAKER: For the record, may | say, without

because Mr Buckskin spoke to the committee, it is one of theeflecting upon that vote or upon any opinion of any member,
issues raised in this letter of his dismissal. Accordlngly, tthe Overwhe|ming’ indeed the unanimOUS, though Separate|y
letter states: _ _ ut point of view, to me, from all people whom | know in the
emglgirﬁéﬁgg%‘éect?\f1”&%%0’2‘ O%lit t%jrrrgg:"rﬁﬁ %Z)Ogggqgg?;gAP lands is that the annual elections, to which this legislation
is thereby revoked. Should you enter the land you may be fined arif?1 some measure is relevant, are _not in their opinion in the
action may be taken to prevent such entry by you. est interests of governance of their lands by the people from
the lands. In the same way, it has been put to me by those

| am very concerned that this is setting a precedent. - : . -
] . same people that if members of this parliament faced election
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The matter raised by the gvery year the parliament would not function properly.

member for Morphett under standing orders is to be referre Al bers k that Aboriginal le talk t h
to the Speaker for his consideration, along with any relevant members know that Aboriginal peopie talk 1o eac

document that he is using in relation to the point that he haS ;
we do in our western European cultural morays and our

decision-making processes; and that it is destabilising to them
to have our approach to decision making imposed on them in
that it takes them longer to bed down a decision and then
have it acted upon than us.
As members would know, if we were required to face an
election every year we would consider it ridiculous to the
oint where parliament would be unworkable. There would
e at least a two-month run-up to the election and a month
afterwards where the pre-occupation of everyone would be
focused upon the election process, not upon settling, through
discussion, decisions about the best way forward. | repeat that
nanimously the people who have spoken to me and written

Adjourned debate on second reading (resumed on motio 0 me have said that annual elections are far too frequent and

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The member for Mitchell has hal at leas) thiee years ought1o be e period as the interval
a motion before the house that all words after the word ‘beP€tWeen which elections are held before disturbance to the

be left out and replaced with ‘referred to the Aboriginal policies i.S contemplated again by the people themselves in
Lands Parliamentary Standing Committee for its report ant'f'e election process. | thank the house.
recommendations’. The effect is obviously that this bill
would be referred to the standing committee rather than
progress in the normal way.

Dr McFETRIDGE: Mr Deputy Speaker, | draw your
attention to the state of the house.

A quorum having been formed:

Motion negatived.

The house divided on the second reading:

Dr McFETRIDGE: | am more than happy to provide the
Speaker with a copy of the document.

Mr HANNA: | take it that you are not upholding my point
of order?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Because it is an allegation
involving privilege, it is my duty to refer it to the Speaker for
his consideration and not to rule on the matter here and no

PITIANTIATIARA LAND RIGHTS (EXECUTIVE
BOARD) AMENDMENT BILL

In committee.

Clause 1 passed.

New clause 1A.

TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL: | move:
Page 2, after line 4—

Insert:

1A—Commencement
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This Act will come into operation on a day to be fixed by It was made quite clear that, whilst it could take some

proclamation. months to get through the parliament, it was seeking our

Dr McFETRIDGE: The opposition has some serious commitment to support the process and the rapid dealing with
concerns about this change. In the original bill it was to be byhis matter to facilitate Mr Collins’ further recommendation.
assent. | have spoken to the minister, and | understand th@X the list of 10 recommendations he made, further to my
he is genuine in his desire to see this bill through with asolleague who identified Mr Collins’ recommendation, he
much haste as is reasonably possible. However, | was vement on to say, ‘Legislation is introduced to provide for an
concerned when, in his summing up speech, he emphasisetection in the APY land council as soon as possible but in
flexibility—flexibility to delay and flexibility to treat the bill any a case no later than July of this year’ He made it
in separate or whole elements. Bob Collins’ first report date@bsolutely clear as to his timing on that—it should be as soon
23 April states: as practicable and, in any case, no later than July this year.

Legislation should be introduced to provide for an election of the On Friday 18 June 2004, during estlmgtels committees, |
APY Land Council as soon as practicable. This recommendation i§Sked Mr Steve Tully, the Electoral Commissioner, a number
made solely in order to end the serious disputation that is distractingf questions in relation to an election process which was
and weakening the capacity of the APY Land Council to do its jobforeshadowed in this legislation and whether he was ready to
That is something the Aboriginal Lands Standing Committeggo accordingly, and I think he made it quite clear in his
heard when visiting the lands. We understand that there ist@sponse that he is ready. In anticipation of this legislation he
serious question up there. As | said in my second readinfjas undertaken preparatory work and is ready to go within the
speech, | asked Mr Lewis why, if he was so convinced thapext two months.
he had the support of the people in the lands, he did he not go S0, itis quite clear from the person in charge of the body
to the election, win it and all good fortune to him. We will which it is proposed will have the conduct and supervision
give him 110 per cent support. The diversions and distracf this election under this bill that he and his team are ready
tions must not be allowed to come in. to go. The opposition has been asked and has indicated its

I understand that the Electoral Commissioner has inquiregUPPOrt and is ready to go. Now, at the eleventh hour during
e course of this debate, we have an indication by the

about leasing aircraft and using the municipal service officer: (i toular the Minister for Famili d
as electoral officers up there. The system of voting is simpl@overnment (in particular, the Minister for Families an
{5ommunities) that it is seeking to have the commencement

compared with some of the systems we may be more used h "  this leqislati q be fixed b
I have travelled over the lands and the roads are often wet arrgér;cgr%giﬁlcﬂh?nli tﬁ\sat?g Isoarl\ttlfanryotr(]) ?hear‘)e/ctgmrielrfgatio%
boggy, so the logistics can be horrendous. It is my unde | ) g,

99y g y nd the commitment of the Deputy Premier, and it flies in the

standing that procedures are in place for this election to g >
ahead as soon as the Electoral Commissioner is given tHace of the request by the government for the opposition to
Ipin it to ensure that the election is under way.

nod. | do not know, but | hope there is not another agend If indeed. Mr Lewi 4 hi ve h h
here. | understand that the government has concerns about ' Indeed, MrLewis and his executive have the strong

doing this within eight weeks. The opposition does not shargUPPOrt of the lands (and | have heard that assertion today),
those concerns and we will oppose the amendment. no doubt he will be re-elected, as will the members of his

. ) executive. If not, there will be some changes. But, in any
~ MsCHAPMAN: | wish to make a few brief comments o\ ent it will clear the decks, and Mr Collins’ first recommen-
in relation to this amendment moved by the Minister foryation in his report outlined the need for that to occur. He
Family and Community Services. | place on the record theymphasised the importance of ensuring the following, and |
significance of what is happening here in relation to thpquote:
Iegislat.ion’s commencir!g from. a day to .be fi).(ed by pro- ... to end theserious disruption that is distracting and weakening
clamation. In this case, in relation to dealing with the APYy,o"canacity of the APY land council to do its job. It does not infer
executive, Mr Bob Collins was appointed by the governmenthat any member of the APY land council has taken any inappropri-
to look into the matter and to provide for coordinating ate action.
services and make recommendations in his report. He diflor the purposes of the record, | should also say that the APY
submit a report to the government some months ago, and jand council referred to by Mr Collins in fact is referring to
it he said, 'l am dismayed at what appears to be a profoundiy,e executive board. The words ‘APY land council’ appear
dysfunctional situation in the most important Anangutg pe a title which the incumbents of that executive board
organisation in the lands’. I do not know whether or not thatyaye attributed to themselves. | do not make any disparaging
IS accurate. comment about that other than to say he was talking about the
This afternoon we have heard a number of contributiongxecutive board.
in debate on the bill as to whether there is overwhelming and So, everyone is ready to go and now the government,
strong support for Mr Gary Lewis and the current executivewvithout any legitimate reason, is saying it is quite common
on the lands. On the other hand, we have had contributiongractice for legislation to be fixed by proclamation. Well, not
that raise serious questions in relation to that. We do known this case. In this case, we have been asked to be ready to
that the deputy leader made quite clear that it was importargo quickly and the Electoral Commissioner is ready to go.
for there to be an investigation, and the Premier mad&here is a clear need in the lands for this issue to get off the
comment to the effect that what Bob Collins wants Bob getsdesk so that they are able to get on with the important task of
The independent person who has been appointed by thiestoring businesses and order in the lands. | ask the minister
government to look into this matter, coupled with on 15to identify during this committee stage the reason why it is
March the Deputy Premier making an announcement aboutecessary to have more than eight weeks, which is the time
the government taking decisive action, went to the Leader drame for this legislation to be enacted, for the purposes of
the Opposition and the federal minister (Senator Amandandertaking the provisions of this bill; and, if there are
Vanstone) seeking our support for the early passage @fspects of it that need further time, to identify specifically in
legislation to legitimise the executive. the proposed bill what they are.
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TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL: | note the questions that process in place. This amendment simply gives us the
have been raised about this matter. As indicated in explainingapacity to control the election process.
the purpose of the amendment, it is merely to give the Implicitin the honourable member’s contribution seems
government the flexibility in setting the timetable for the to be the suggestion that the government does not want an
election. We are not seeking any additional period beyond thelection. Quite the contrary, the government does want an
eight weeks set down for the election process. The questiaglection; it believes that it is the only sensible process which
really is which eight weeks that will be and over what periodwill cleanse the situation and cause there to be no further
it will operate. A whole range of contingencies arise becausdoubt about the current legal arrangements and the current
of the circumstances of the APY lands and the distanckegal standing of the existing body that administers the lands.
associated with conducting an election inland, so far awayhat is our position. We have put forward what | think is a
from Adelaide. That is not the prime motivating factor, butsensible proposition to provide us with that flexibility.
of course Mr Collins, who has had a key relationship with MsCHAPMAN: What has happened between the
this whole process, has experienced a change in circunmtroduction of this bill and today that has caused the
stances. Similarly, there could be other changes in circungovernment to move this amendment and now want to have
stances that could mean that the period of eight weeks whidhis flexibility? From whom, if anyone, has it received a
would be set in place automatically from the date of assergubmission to seek a delay of this election to at any time past
would give us no flexibility. the eight weeks that is otherwise proposed from the date of

The other flexibility that is removed as a consequence ofssent? .
not having an amendment of this sort is the capacity to bring  TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL: I think the honourable
individual provisions of the amending act into operationmember misunderstands the nature of the amendment. The
before others. For instance, under the present arrangemerR§gsent situation is the unusual situation. The present
once the assent is given, all the provisions of the act com@ituation is that the act comes into operation from the date of
into operation simultaneously. This amendment allows us t@SSent. That is unusual. The usual course is that acts come
bring into operation certain provisions at different times.  into operation from the date of proclamation. Upon reflection,

MsCHAPMAN: | asked the minister what circumstances, 2d partly informed by what has happened with Mr Collins,

and he answered that by saying that Mr Collins’ accident haand reflecting on the fact that certain unforeseen events could

interrupted the situation, but | want to understand this clearlyVll arise like that— ,

There is nothing in this bill which imposes any responsibility Ms Chapman: Like what .

or obligation on Mr Collins to be involved in this election TheHon. J.W. WEATHERILL: We may become aware
and, obviously, it would be quite improper for himtodo so.”" o

He has made his recommendation, and the Electoral Commis- Ms Chapman interjecting: .

sioner is being appointed here. So, what are the alleged TheHon. J.W. WEATHERILL: We have reflected upon
circumstances for this delay? Mr Collins recommended July"'€ fact that there could beg range of events.

The Electoral Commissioner knows the election is a long way 'l\lflhseCHh(?r?nga\l/Tll \I;\'/ké Avfll_rl]_'aéRﬁVf_ m?haer:eexgg:ﬁ)(lje'be a
ﬁ},r\ﬁ)(;,vg?g \t]vi :I? ggftg‘gggg; tvc\)lz g’u;rtlgohs: hq;s’e:ﬁl?hnai ?ﬁarticular cultural event. Somebody important could die and

place, so what circumstances would interrupt that? it could mean—
Ms Chapman interjecting:

Ms Bedford interjecting: The Hon. JW. WEATHERILL: Well, in this culture

MsCHAPMAN: It is well known to all the players that leads to the large movement of people over very long
invol\_/ed that July is winter; it has been winter in the Southerrperiods of time, and that could jeopardise the success of the
Hemisphere for as long as | can remember. Secondlylection. It could be some special ritual that we become aware
regarding the minister's assertion that it giVes some ﬂele”ltyof It could be a whole range of conventions on the way in
to the government to be able to bring in parts of this legislawhich people move to and fro on the lands. We simply ask
tion when it suits, for what part of this bill is the governmentfor what | would have thought was fairly commonsense
seeking some flexibility that is causing the delay in itsfiexibility.
introduction? That is what | ask. Where are the SpeCifiC Dr McFETRIDGE: | hear what the minister says, and
provisions in this bill that justify that action? those members who know me as a member of the Aboriginal

TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL: It seems that the Lands Parliamentary Standing Committee know my concerns
honourable member is getting rather hot under the collar ovdor the people on the APY lands. They know that | am
what is a fairly simple proposition. Because of the circum-genuine in urging that this election be held as soon as
stances that pertain in the APY lands in respect of the runningossible. There are many variables. There are some potential
of an election, the government seeks to have the flexibilitympediments. Someone could die, and anyone who knows the
that any sensible legislature should confer upon it to ensurgreat respect | hold for the Aboriginal tjukurpa would also
that these elections are a success. The honourable memieow that, if an event occurred that delayed this election, |
has somewhat misrepresented the position. | did not suggesbuld be very disappointed if my colleagues on this side did
that Mr Collins’ iliness is the reason why we seek this. | usechot support an amendment to put the election back a bit
that as an example of an unforeseen event which could caubecause, say, a significant event occurred. Unfortunately,
the government to have pause about the particular electiamone of us can grasp the unpredictability of the way the
timetable. We may wish to have an administrator in placeommunities operate on the lands unless you live with those
during the period over which an election is held. That is one&eommunities for a long time and try to understand them. | do
factor that we may wish to have in place, and there may baot think we should be looking at the potential of the sky
others. There may be a particular cultural event whicHalling. We should be getting it done as quickly as possible.
emerges in the life of the community at a particular time, and  This is not a slur against Mr Gary Lewis. This is not a slur
we may become aware of that prior to putting the electioragainst the executive. And this is certainly no slur against the
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people. This is to make sure that everybody conducts Mr HANNA: This clause deals with the constitution of
themselves in an open and honest way, to reduce the conflitte executive board of Anangu Pitjantjatjara, and | want to
and, as Mr Collins said, to reduce the angst out there over tteay something about that. Again, without consultation with
way the executive is currently positioned. The executiveghe local community (with the Anangu), this parliament is
needs to be legitimised as quickly as possible. imposing its formula for the way in which it is to be gov-
Mr HANNA: The Greens support the amendment. If thiserned. Obviously, there are a number of different ways we
parliament of whiteys is going to force an electoral systentould make up the council. | am attracted to the notion that
upon the APY lands communities, the very least we can d@e should cater for women’s representation on the APY
is give adequate time for not only proper electoral arrangecouncil.
ments to be put in place but also to allow word to get out One of the difficulties—due to cultural issues—one can
about what has actually occurred. We would be extremelpbserve on the APY lands is that women are often left out of
foolish and naive to think that, just because we have passégy discussions. They can speak amongst themselves, but
alaw in this place, just because it appear$tie Advertiser ~ they are not always recognised in formal forums. | am
tomorrow morning, suddenly people up there are going to bettracted to the idea, if we are to have a ward system, of a
aware of what is going on and what the implications are fowoman and a man being elected in each area around the
their democratic processes. At the very least, although thiands. However, | put that forward as a view to which | am
government amendment does not go far enough, it gives a littracted. It would ensure that women and men are amply
of breathing space, and | can only support it. represented on the APY council. However, | do not seek to

Dr McFETRIDGE: If we could predict the future it IMPOSe that opinion on them.
would be wonderful, but can the minister give me an Itis not something about which, personally, | can consult
assurance that this bill will be proclaimed at the earliessufficient people on the lands, but, | think, that would be a
instance? proper course for the government to undertake. The govern-

TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL: Certainly, we will Ment has not done that, and | criticise the government for
proclaim this bill at an early date. There is no intention tothat Insteadf, é‘{e. have ﬁ formula thai[ will lead to much tne
unnecessarily delay the election process. This should be dofi@Me sort of division that is currently experienced on the
in a sensible, imely and intelligent fashion. We have ngands: The government has put forward an unsatisfactory

desire to see this stretch out on some extended time line. formula. 1 cannot agree with it but, as only one person, |
. - cannot consult sufficiently with the Anangu about what that
The committee divided on the new clause:

formula should be, so | am not going to come up with an

Atkinson. M. J AYES (25I)36dford FE alternative. | simply say that the process to date has been
P Ve i e = unsatisfactory.

Breuer, L. R. Brindal, M.K.

C;i'g: b Ciccda‘ié"o v TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL: | do not seek a

Conlo,n P E Foley, K O ’ comment on the merit or otherwise on the proposition that the

Geragh'ty.R. K Hann’a K ' honourable member puts, except to say that this bill is very

Hill J. D e Key, S W ' much about trying to put in place a holding position, leaving

Kodtsénfonis T Le\,/vis. L P in place the current composition until a review of the act can

Lomax-Smith’ J' D Mayw:ald K A take place when his concerns, if he seeks to raise them at that

McEwen. R J T O'Brien M F ' point, could be taken into account. There are many people

Rankine ’J -M' Rann M D ' who have a whole range of views about what should be the

Rau. J R Steve’ns.L ' composition for the future, and whether there should be

Thor,np.so.n M. G Weatherill. J. W (teller) yearly or three yearly elections, and a whole range of views

White. P L’ T T about the future. We set those aside for the review of the act
T NOES (17) to which we have committed.

Brokenshire, R. L. Brown, D. C. Clause passed.

Buckby, M. R. Chapman, V. A. Clauses 5 to 7 passed.

Evans, I. F. Gunn, G. M. Clause 8.

Eg:'th-R'--G "K‘g:'z‘"t[g’”'csm'thv M. L.J. The Hon. JW. WEATHERILL: | move:

Matthew, W. A. McFetridge, D. (teller) Page 6, lines 28 and 29— o

Meier. E. J Penfold. E. M Delete ‘(and the community administrators in relation to each

Scalzi’ G ) Venning, | .H ' electorate may provide assistance in relation to such publici-
CH ,LH. vy

Williams, M. R. Y)

Amendment carried; clause as amended passed.

Majority of 8 for the ayes. Clause 9 passed

New clause thus inserted.

Schedule.
The Hon. JW. WEATHERILL (Minister for Families | e HOn- JW. WEATHERILL: I move:
and Communities): | move: Page 14, line 6—

L Substitute ‘assent to’ for ‘commencement of’
That the sitting of the house be extended beyond 6 p.m.

The amendment to the schedule is consequential upon the
amendment passed earlier concerning the proclamation. Itis
consequential on the fact that the act will now come into
operation from the date of proclamation rather than from the
date of assent.

Motion carried.

Clauses 2 and 3 passed.
Clause 4.
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Amendment carried; schedule as amended passed. schemes up, the opposition does not have a problem with that

Title passed. proposal.
Bill reported with amendments. The second issue that is dealt with is the introduction of
Bill read a third time and passed. member investment choice as an option for members of state

lump sum schemes. This proposal provides member invest-

TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL: Mr Speaker, | draw ment choice as an option for the member contribution account
your attention to the state of the house. or employee component of the benefit in the state lump sum
A quorum having been formed: scheme. Members investment choice will not be available for
the employer component of the benefit as this is a defined

STATUTES AMENDMENT (MISCELLANEOUS benefit in the state lump sum scheme. The bill will bring the

SUPERANNUATION MEASURES) BIL L state lump sum scheme into line with the SSS scheme where
members have the opportunity to switch between the various

Adjourned debate on second reading. investment options on offer. This facility \_NiII_ enable
(Continued from 24 March. Page 1632).) members to elect to move to a more conservative investment

strategy as they approach retirement in order to protect their
TheHon. I.F. EVANS (Davenport): The opposition accrued benefit, especially in times of volatility with low to

supports the general measures set out in the Statutes Ameritgdative returns. For those reasons, the opposition supports
ment (Miscellaneous Superannuation Measures) Bill 2004hat proposal.

]\fvg n(i_te t?]at b%th the unlol?sd arrod tth?hsut?ﬁranr&uz;non The last set of circumstances with which the bill deals is
ederation have been consulted about the Dill and Navg a4 it seeks to address the situation where persons aged

indicated support. Generally the bill deals with the Ponceoetween 60 and 65 in receint of weekly pavments of workers
Superannuation Act 1990, the Southern States SuDe.rannutﬁimpensation and memb%rs of eit?\/gr )t/he state pension
tion Act 1994 and the Superannuation Act 1988, which arg heme or police pension scheme are able to receive a

the acts Wh'ch esta_bllsh and continue the Superannuat'%perannuation pension without restriction. A person in this
scheme for police officers, public servants, teachers and Othgftuation is able to receive a weekly income representing
government employees. The bill basically deals with thre?‘nore than 150 per cent of their employment salary. Clearly,
matters: first, the superannuation surcharge; secondly, the, <" hever the intention that government employees in
member investment c_h0|ce; ar_1d thirdly, the InteraCt'o'}eceipt of weekly payments of worker’s compensation should
between superannuation pension payments and weekt% able to have unrestricted access to their superannuation
payments' of workers compensajuon. . ension while in receipt of a worker’s compensation weekly
In relation to the superannuation surcharge, the bill Seefayment. This provision seeks to tidy up that area, and the

to provide a facility for those persons who are members ofhsition also has no problem with that provision. For those
one of the lump sum schemes established under the acts trpé)ﬁsons the opposition supports the bill.

I have mentioned to pay any surcharge debt out of their
superannuation benefit. The proposal will bring members of
any of the government’s lump sum schemes generally into TheHon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher): | am not sure whether
line with the members of the state pension scheme, théis matter is addressed in the bill, but | draw it to the
parliamentary scheme and the police pension scheme, wHdeasurer’s attention. | am told by many school principals
already have the ability to leave part of their retirementwho are close to the retiring age of 60 that they are basically
benefit in the scheme and use it to discharge their superafprced to retire because of the current provisions of the
nuation surcharge liability. In the private sector schemes, th&uperannuation Act under which they work. They do not
fund is liable for the surcharge tax and, after paying the taxyish to retire, but they tell me that for financial reasons they
reduces the accrued benefit of the member who was subjeafte, in effect, forced to retire. | believe it was an issue raised
to the surcharge. In the government superannuation fundigrmally during estimates, and it may have been raised
where the tax is not levied on the fund as benefits accrue binformally. | think the Chief Executive of DECS agreed with
is applied to the member's benefit when it is received, théhat concern. However, it was certainly raised a week or so
member is personally liable for the surcharge debt. ago. Ifit is not addressed by this bill, and | do not see that it
In schemes such as those established by the state gove!’ﬁ-' as.k whether the Treasurer will look at that issue,. which
ment, the member liable for the surcharge can choosé forcing out of the work force very capable, experienced
between paying for the surcharge debt as it accrues opeople who would like to work in education beyond the age
indeed, deferring the debts raised until a benefit is paid fror@f 60 but cannot or will not do so because they are financially
the scheme. The commonwealth applies interest to a deferr@gnalised if they stay on.
debt until such time as it is paid. The proposal that is set out

in this bill provides an OptiOﬂ for members subject to a TheHon. K.O. FOLEY (Treasurer): | will undertake

surcharge liability to estimate their surcharge debt at retiregy yet an answer for the member. | do not have that informa-
ment, based on assessment notices already issued by the {2¥, 1o hand at present, but | will certainly take that on board
office. Members will then be required to request the relevany g girectly correspond with the member on that matter. |
superannuation board to withhold part of their retiremeniany the opposition for its support. The shadow minister
benefit, equal to the surcharge estimate, until receipt of the@loquently described the content of the bill, and | have no

final notice to pay the surcharge debt from the tax_officefum1er material to add and look forward to the speedy
Generally, the bill allows the surcharge debt to be paid fro assage of the bill.

a pre-tax benefit, which is the same basis as already applies
to employees in the private sector with a superannuation Bill read a second time and taken through its remaining
surcharge. As it streamlines that process and lines thetages.
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PROFESSIONAL STANDARDSBILL minister the scheme is tabled in both houses and is disallow-
able.
Adjourned debate on second reading. It should be noted that the bill does not apply to damages
(Continued from 12 November. Page 756.) for personal injury. It relates to professional indemnity

insurance for professions like accounting and law where

MsCHAPMAN (Bragg): This bill was introduced by the negligent performance of duty is more likely to result in
Treasurer in the House of Assembly on 12 November 200%conomic hardship, rather than physical injury. Referring to
His contribution describes the bill as ‘the third stage of thethe law, I indicate that | am a member of the legal profession
government's legislative response to the insurance crisisand a member of the SA Bar Association. Engineers and/or
The commonwealth and all states had given a commitmer@chitects can be covered, but only against claims for such
to enact similar legislation. The background to this matter i$hings as remedial work—not for claims by those injured by
that in 1994 New South Wales introduced the Professiondhe collapse of a negligently designed bridge or building. It
Standards Act. Under this legislation it was possible for gollows that this measure will not be of any assistance to the
professional association to register a scheme under whidRedical profession, and I think that is important to note.
standards of entry, control of professional conduct, and the |understand that the legal and accounting professions are
obligation to obtain adequate insurance cover is establishedipportive of the bill. All governments support the bill and
in exchange for a statutory cap on the amount that may ba'e in the process of introducing this measure. Although the
recovered from members of the association. bill has the effect of reducing a plaintiff’s I'ightS in negli-

The original idea was promoted by the accountingd€nce, its offsetting community benefits that apparently will
profession, which sought to limit individual liability for 110w from this are the imposition of compulsory insurance
damages in respect of audit work: however, the act allowe@nd higher standards as well as allowing professionals to
other approved professional associations to participate. TH&TY 0n business without being exposed to non-insurable
central idea of the scheme was a stipulation of a minimunﬁ'SkS for an unlimited amount for.an.mdefmlte period. Thgt
amount of insurance cover coupled with an equivalentS the background to this matter. I indicate that the opposition
statutory cap on the damages recoverable. In New Souifi Supportive of the legislation, save and except that |
Wales the following professions and occupations havédoreshadow an amendment. | have some questions in relation
secured protection under the Professional Standards Adf What has happened at the commonwealth level. As |

namely: accountants, solicitors, surveyors, valuers and sontedicated earlier, any state legislation in this area will be
engineers_ Similar |egis|ati0n was passed in Western Auéneﬁectlve unless the Trade Practices Act is amended, and

tralia but not implemented. that is quite simply because, whilst the state law might cap

One of the impediments to legislation of this kind was thethe amount of claim under the state legislation or in a state

fact that it could not protect participants from claims madeCOU"t: @ claimant could avoid that cap simply by suing for

under commonwealth laws. Accordingly, although thedamages fo_r, say, misleading or deceptive conduct u_nderthe
professional can limit common-law claims for neingenceTrade Practices Act; so, we need to ensure that we dispose of

under the New South Wales Professional Standards Act Hgat opportunity ar!d that, of course, requires the amendment
' 10 the Trade Practices Act.

or she cannot limit claims for misleading and dece tiveto - 8
9 P When the bill was introduced, the commonwealth

conduct under the Federal Trade Practices Act, orforfai"n%arliament had not passed anv amendments to the Trade
to comply with the Corporations Law or the ASIC Act. As a Practices Act Subgequently yon 4 December 2003 the

result of the activities of the Ministerial Council on Insurance e .
Issues, chaired by Senator Helen Coonan, the commonwealffieasury Legislation Amendment (Professional Standards)
has now agreed to amend federal legislation to permit capSill 2003 was introduced in the House of Representatives.

e have checked with the federal parliament web site as

This bill is modelled on the New South Wales act. A I d dal hecked with the federal parli
professional standards council is established, and itsfunctiorr?ceptby as today andas:) Cd?ﬁ tethWIt the federal pa.rb'."l".'
is to register schemes from occupational or trade groups. fetﬂ.' ecgussvx_/e ”Ir.‘ te:jsfoo § bat ere wtasdsomfhpos& r']'ty
is not limited to professions in the strict sense. A registered’ ~'> Mater being isted for debate even today. ' Nose who

ead the newspapers will know that the federal parliament sat

scheme can apply to everyone in that occupation or to ast Saturday and is now up for its five-week session in which
particular class of practitioners. A scheme has a life of up t urday W Up >
here will not be any sittings of the federal parliament.

five years, and it caps the professional liability of practition- Any consideration or completion of this matter, it seems,

ers covered at a figure not less than the minimum cap fixed. ; . ; X
by the act, namely $500 000. In return for the benefit ofWIII have to await debatg in August this year, assuming of
protection ,from liability over Ithe cap, the scheme mustcourse there is no other intervening event. | simply raise that

require the practitioner to maintain insurance cover 0'maet,t;e;nbegf?;;ig?’éhxgdwifdtﬁ(Igni:1?;532Igf”t]ﬁigttl)is||guor:|negstso
business assets equivalent to the cap—in other word Y Y

insurance to $500 000 if that is the minimum that is allocated < commonwealth parliament legislation has been passed.

and/or assets to that amount—and, depending on the partic 2UPpPose we really look to the Attorney-General, who has

lar scheme. to: conduct of this mat_ter on beha_lf of t_he g_overr_1ment, for what

- follow pr’escribed risk management procedures: assurance there V\{|II_ be that this legislation will pass. Has the

o - ) ’ commonwealth minister made any statement on the subject?

undertake continuing professional education; If so, when, and what did she say in relation to this? It seems
participate in a proper complaint handling system; as though South Australia and, in fact, the rest of the country
be subject to a rigid code of professional discipline; ands left somewhat up in the air if this matter is not dealt with.
take other steps required by the scheme to improve | think it is also important to identify who will be the
professional standards and protect consumers. minister responsible for this legislation. | would like the

After the council approves a scheme it must be submitted tAttorney to address that matter in his reply as to who in our

the minister for final approval. When approved by theparliament will ultimately have responsibility for this matter
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as a member of the government. One of the recent developrofessional Standards Council. It is envisaged that the
ments has been a break-out by Victoria. This is referred to isouncil will be a national body; however, it may be a local
an article by Bob Gotterson QC, President of the Lawbody as well.

Council, inthe Australiafftinancial Review on 5 December  Before approving a scheme, the council must consider a
last year entitled ‘Exemption puts uniformity of standards atyymber of matters, and that, of course, is referred to in
risk’. It appears that the Victorian government proposes t¢yroposed clause 11. Public hearings are possible, and that is
exempt breaches of fiduciary duty from the cap; in othekeferred to in clause 12. After the council has approved the
words, solicitors will be exposed to unlimited damages forscheme, it must be submitted to the minister for approval.
breach of fiduciary duties. This means that they will have torhjs is the first level of true public scrutiny. If the minister
carry insurance for significant amounts, because they argyproves the scheme, it will be gazetted and come into
liable for fiduciary duties by partners and employees, etc. hperation as a regulation. As such, it will be a disallowable

think that, if | read from this article, it will indicate the level instrument, that iS, it can be disallowed by resolution of either
of concern that it raises as to how effective the scheme Wilhouse within 14 sitting days.

be if, in fact, the fiduciary duty is exempt and therefore will

r%quwtt_a vept/h_sulbsyalnttlgl |r_1|_shuran$e|, n?t\tmtrllstandlng th@ome into operation and then subsequently be disallowed.
objec 'V? 0 '5_ egisiation. e_ ar. Icle states. This leads to uncertainty, and the one thing that schemes of
‘Consistency is the key to achieving a workable network ofthis kind require is certainty, not uncertainty. We accept that,

professional standard laws,” says Bob Gotterson. . under the current scheme, council by-laws and usual govern-
It is vital that Australia has nationally consistent professional

standards legislation. But as states and territories move to introdu(?Qent regulations may be disallowed aﬂer they hff“’e com-
this legislation, a change made by the Victorian government ignenced. That does create some confusion, but that is the price

threatening to undermine the effectiveness of the system. we pay for parliament having scrutiny over local government

He then refers to legislation in New South Wales and Victori?y-1aws and other subordinate legislation.
as being contrary to the Victorian position. In relation to the However, a scheme under this act is not really the same
fiduciary aspects, which | have indicated, he says: asa c_ounC|I by-law or a_convenponal regulatlo_n. T_h_e sche_me
It is important that there is no variation from state to state,IS an |nstrum_ent by V\.’h'Ch a private group of |nd|V|duaI§ in
because a growing proportion of professionals operate in a nationf'€ community, that is members of a trade or professional
marketplace or, at the very least, across a number of jurisdiction@issociation, receive a benefit in the form of a limitation on
The Law Institute of Victoria has warned that professional firms will their liability. Correspondingly, their clients and potential
not take part in professional standards schemes unless thered%imants against them suffer a detriment, that s, a limitation

national consistency. their itv to recover dam
Professional standards legislation is one part of the necessaR;~| eir capacity to recover damages.

response to a serious and accelerating failure in Australia’s insurance The bill quite appropriately recognises that there should

markets for professional and tradespeople. Over the past two yealse parliamentary scrutiny of such schemes. We say, for the

the number of insurers offering professional indemnity insurance h ; ; ;
plummeted and premium increases of 1000 per cent or more ha?cmtmy to be effective, the scheme should not come into

The difficulty with this regime is that the scheme can

been common. §peration until after the parliament has had an opportunity to

It is a significant problem faced by the legal profession asexamine the scheme. This is not a new idea. This amendment
non-compulsory or top-up levels of insurance have becomés similar to the one which we have sought being
unaffordable for some lawyers, particularly middle-tier firms.  incorporated, indeed was incorporated, into the Recreational
| think that the parliament can appreciate the gist of theServices Limitation Liability Act 2002. The regime under that
concerns raised. The very idea of providing a cap an@ct is very similar to this. Under that act, the providers of
imposing certain standards that need to be complied with teecreational services are able to secure the registration of a
have the benefits of the restricted cap can be blown away b;ode of practice which enables them to limit their liability.
the inaccessible and unaffordable premiums that will still A similar amendment was moved, as | have indicated,
prevail for the professions to undertake if the fiduciarywhen that bill was passing through the parliament. On that
exemption takes hold. Unfortunately, it seems that the vergccasion, the government agreed to it. Accordingly, in the
benefits and effect of this legislation have already beesame light | would trust and hope that the government will
‘sabotaged’, if | can put it that way, in Victoria and, unlessagree to the sensible proposal on this occasion also. | am not
the situation can be remedied, we will need to have thaguite sure that they agreed to it in the first instance when we
position clarified. debated that bill in the lower house, but is seems that they had

This is complementary state and federal legislation, and flash of genius on the way back, when it came back from
| ask that the minister identify other states’ passing of theithe upper house under that bill. In any event, it was agreed
legislation and whether there have been any significarupon at that time. | would hope that the government will
amendments, other than the Victorian issue | raised. Imecognise the significance of this and the importance of the
relation to the amendments, | indicate that the oppositio@mendment which | will move in the committee stages.
foreshadows two amendments to clause 15. They are
complementary, and | will be happy to move them together, TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): | am
and | indicate that they deal with the same issue. To ensuigrateful to the member for Bragg for her analysis of the bill.
that a scheme for limiting the occupational liability of To answer her questions, | am advised that the common-
members of an occupational association does not come inteealth bill has gone through, but my officers are checking
operation until after parliament has seen it is the purpose dhat. On the question of which minister the bill is going to be
these amendments. The cornerstone of this bill is an approvedmmitted to, the government has not decided, but in New
scheme prepared by an occupational association. THeouth Wales itis committed to the Attorney-General. On the
mechanism for preparing and approving schemes is laid ogfuestion of differences between professional standards
in clauses 8 to 14. Speaking generally, the associatiolegislation in the states and territories, Victoria’s difference
prepares the scheme, which must be approved by thebout breach of fiduciary duty is the only major deviation
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around Australia on the scope of the bill except, of course, fothat this should not be possible; rather, a scheme should not
differences in this bill. We have excluded breaches oftommence until after the time for disallowance has passed or
contract, as distinct from a breach of a contractual duty off there is a motion to disallow has been negatived.
care, and intentional torts. There are other minor variations As we all know the time for disallowance, if it extends
around Australia, but the government does not believe thegver a session break, can be three or four months. If a motion
threaten the efficacy of the scheme. is moved, it can be debated at any time thereafter, so the
Bill read a second time. effect of the amendment would be to introduce a potentially
long delay between ministerial approval of a scheme and the
The SPEAKER: Before the house goes into committee, commencement of the scheme. It is true that once a scheme
I will make just a couple of reasonable observations for theommenced it would face no risk of disallowance.
record. The first is that this is a sitting day. There are other That advantage, however, is outweighed by disadvantages.
people aside from those of us who are elected representativesst, although delay in the commencement of a new scheme
who, to enable the parliament to function, have to be herenight not matter as much, delay in the replacement of an
with us to do so. They make their arrangements on the assurgxpired scheme by a new scheme could be quite a problem
ption that we will be sitting both before and after dinner.  because, as soon as the old scheme expires, if there is a gap,
Whilst it may be convenient for some members of thepractitioners must purchase cover based on unlimited
government and the opposition to choose to ignore théability, thus defeating the purpose of having a new scheme.
standing orders by moving to extend the sittings beyond th8econd, in such gaps, whether before the commencement of
normal time for dinner, such practice has the unfortunat@ proposed new scheme or between schemes, some practition-
consequence of causing considerable discomfort for thossrs may well decide either to not sell their more risky services
other people who have to continue working. Under occupaer trade without insurance. Neither is good for consumers.
tional health and safety standards that is hardly fair, especial- Third, ministers hope that one day soon there will be a
ly if it is more than a few minutes. Quite clearly, on this national professional standards council that would approve
occasion it will be at least three quarters of an hour. | wouldschemes for all jurisdictions. It may be that the same scheme
not have thought it was all that unreasonable to have provideid approved for all states and territories for the regulation of
everyone with the opportunity to have a dinner break in thea particular occupation or group. If so, it might be desirable
manner in which they had expected it when they begato have it start on the same day in all states and territories.
working this morning or, indeed, after lunch. Under the bill as printed that would be achieved by gazette
Furthermore, if the practice is to continue on Mondays imotice. Under the proposed amendment from the member for
the manner in which we are doing it, or in an ad hoc fashiorBragg that would be impossible because one could not predict
on other days, it does not have my support. Standing ordekghether or when a disallowance motion on the bill might
and/or some better notice ought to be given to everyone of thgebated.
intention of the people responsible for arranging business to Fourth, although the bill intends to give the parliament

do it in this fashion. power to disallow a scheme, it is to be hoped that few
) schemes will in practice be disallowed because there is a
In committee. thorough process of public consultation and examination of
Clauses 1 to 14 passed. a proposed scheme before it can get ministerial approval. A
Clause 15. scheme must be advertised, anybody can make a submission
MsCHAPMAN: | move: about its advocacy, the council must consider submissions
Page 7— and must examine the scheme against the criteria in the act.
Line 28— . It can conduct public hearings. Even if the council approves
After commences’ insert: the scheme, it is up to the minister to decide whether it should
as follows. - P
After lines 29 to 31— take effect_. There is also a power to c_hallenge the validity of
Delete paragraphs (a) and (b) and substitute: a scheme if it does not fully comply with the account. These

(a) if no notice of motion to disallow the scheme is given safeguards should mean that by the time the scheme is laid
thirthtﬁfehggﬁg n?«fa pvé\}gisarf;?dmt\)'g]fgirg %ﬁeSitgg‘l?sgaﬁe.tgefore parliament any public concerns about the scheme have
; P ' . been thoroughly aired and fully dealt with.
?grh ﬁTﬁeWF')"eﬁ%rSrgegﬁfee?é;??ﬁggﬁﬂ°ﬁ;ﬂ§2%ﬁ’fﬂ?g Further, in contrast to a regulation, there are other avenues
expiration of the later of those periods); for members who are dissatisfied with a scheme apart from
(b) if notice of a motion to disallow the scheme is given disallowance. They could, for instance, lobby the council to
in either or both houses during that period, the schemgeje\y the scheme or ask the minister to do so. They could

will commence when the motion is negatived (or if . "
notice is given in both houses, when the motion is last@Pproach the occupational association concerned and put a

negatived). case for amendment to the scheme. Disallowance is therefore
(unless the scheme itself fixes a later day for its unlikely to occur very much. It seems unreasonable then to
commencement). hold up the commencement of a scheme with which neither

I move the amendment for the reasons already indicated. the profession nor the public has any problem because of the
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: The government opposes possibility that it might be disallowed. Businessmen want to
this amendment. This clause as printed provides that thget on with things and not wait around for red tape to be
scheme will commence either on the date specified in theompleted. Professionals have been making submissions to
Gazette when the scheme is published, or, if no date isgovernments about the need for these measures in the context
specified, two months after publication. Clause 14 providesf an insurance crisis for the past two years.
that once the scheme is gazetted it can be disallowed in the Fifthly, there is no clear reason why a scheme should be
same way that a regulation can be under the Subordinateeated differently from a regulation. A regulation operates
Legislation Act; that is, under the bill a scheme could comeunless and until disallowed, even though there is no require-
into force but be later disallowed. This amendment proposesient for any public consultation in the framing. It makes no
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sense that schemes, having been aired and tested as they willThe Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: | move:
be, should be treated with greater caution than regulations. That the Legislative Council’s amendments be agreed to.
Sixthly, with these measures insurance ministers are trying MsCHAPMAN: | want to raise one matter. In the other

o bring about a nationally uniform scheme of professional, ;e the minister (Hon. P. Holloway), indicated in response
standards legislation. Deviation from the national mode o the Hon. R.D. Lawson that some assurance would be given
should be kept to a minimum and should only be made f0f, ¢ i regard to the amendments (which, of course, were
good reason. No sufficient reason appears for this IorOpOSgyvernment amendments), the Law Society would be advised
deviation. Accordingly, the government opposes the amendy,4 provided with an opportunity to comment before the

ment, but | ask the member for Bragg in reply to say whethepatter was considered in another place. The Hon. P.
she has consulted Professions Australia and the Professiongh|ioway said:

Standards CqunCII about her amendment and, if so, whether | think we can give that undertaking. The amendment, if it is

they support it. passed, will have to go back to the other house so, before it is pro-
Amendment negatived; clause passed. ceeded with there, we can make sure the Law Society is consulted.
The CHAIRMAN: As the member for Bragg’s second | W-I|| give that undertaking on behalf (_)f the government.

amendment on the same clause is consequential, it therefdréimply ask that the government indicates whether that has

lapses. occurred.

Remaining clauses (16 to 58), schedules (1 to 3) and title TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Yes, the Law Society loved
passed. the amendments!

Bill reported without amendment. Motion carried.

Bill read a third time and passed.
MATTER OF PRIVILEGE

STATUTESAMENDMENT (COURTS) BILL
( ) The SPEAK ER: The chair was asked earlier during pro-

Consideration in committee of the Legislative Council's ceedings today whether or not a question of privilege existed

amendments: in consequence of a decision taken by the Pitjantjatjara Yan-
Amendment No. 1— kunytjatjara Land Council in its decision to dismiss its Chief
Long title, page 1— Executive Officer, Mr Robert John Buckskin, for the reasons

After "Courts Administration Act 1993," insert: set out in a letter read into the record by the member for Mor-
the Criminal Law Consolidation Act 1935, phett. That letter was signed by Mr Gary Lewis, the Chair-

Amendment No. 2—

New Part, page 4, after line 26— man of the land council. In it, he gave as reasons for the dis-

missal the fact that on one occasion Mr Buckskin had not pro-

'nsigﬁ 2A—Amendment oriminal Law Consolidation ~ vided the council with correspondence from the Department
Act1935 o of Corrections and otherwise, and in addition, had provided
4AFSUSSS.I“.“9” OI 1'3"’('13'?” 11hof[§>_a_rt_9 4 sup. EVidence to the Aboriginal Lands Parliamentary Standing

Stﬁﬁte: Ivision 11—delete the Division and sub- -~ mittee (a standing committee of parliament chaired by
Division 11—Witness fees and expenses the Hon. Terry Roberts). The occasion on which that is said
297—Witness fees to have happened, according to the letter, was 8 June.

Witness fees and expenses in respect of pro- : : :
ceedings under this Act are payable in accord- What is not clear to the chair, nor can it be clear other than

ance with the regulations. by hearsay at this point, is the status of the evidence (if it was
4B—Amendment of section 353—Determination of evidence) provided by Mr Buckskin to that committee. More
appeals in ordinary cases _particularly, until and unless the committee chooses to report

tsu?g.tion 353(4)—delete subsection (4) and substiy, the parliament, it will not be possible for the chair to make

(4) Subject to subsection (5), on an appeal@ny deliberation as to whether there has been some prima
against sentence, the Full Court must— facie instance of infringement of parliamentary privilege. At
(a) if it thinks that a different sentence first glance, it might appear that there has been; on a more
should have been passed— : : : : : :
i careful analysis, that is questionable. Final deliberation must
0] quash the sentence passed at the . ! , . .
trial and substitute such other awaitthe committee’s report. Until such time as that happens
sentence as the Court thinks (if it happens at all), the chair makes no remark whatever as
?W“ﬁgtthet? mho"ir‘éeorblggg Sgggfg)q to whether Mr Buckskin has any case for wrongful dismissal
or " which could be taken in any forum other than the parliament,
(i)  quash the sentence passed at thewhether that be in the Industrial Relations Commission or
trial and remit the matter to the elsewhere.

court of trial for resentencing; Another important point in these remarks by the chair to

(b) in any g:her case—dismiss the appeal, the parliament is relevant in the context of the fact that the

Amendment No. 3— letter has been read into the record of parliament. Of itself,
Clause 16, page 8, after line 4— that changes nothing. The letter is not a document possessed

Insert: ) ) by the parliament; rather, it is a document of which the

(2) Section 6A(3)—after paragraph (b) insert: parliament now has complete knowledge. Itis not privileged

t(g) riéttﬂfnjuaryvinrgig?r\llgittr?oﬁnr?iada%r\]’éhfejrt?\;?rgﬁ in any context other than that the member who read it into the
dence—direct that they rejoin the jury in the event fecord, the chair and any other member who may wish to
that the jury decides that it wishes to hear furthercomment on that matter may do so, and it is covered by

evidence before returning a verdict. parliamentary privilege in so doing. The contents of the letter,
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however, are not. Should any of the parties other than those
in the parliament decide to make it justiciable, that is a
question for them and their counsel.

ADJOURNMENT

At 7 p.m. the house adjourned until Tuesday 29 June at
2p.m.



