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The federal government must make all changes to the
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Corporations Act necessary to stop corporate restructuring

that cheats victims of fair compensation. This company has
Wednesday 22 September 2004 shown contempt for those who are dead and those who are
dying, and for their families. As Mr David Jackson QC said:

The SPEAKER (Hon. I.P. Lewis) took the chair at The notion that the holding company would make the cheapest

2 p.m. and read prayers. provision thought marketabie in respect of those liabilities is
singularly unattractive. Why should the victims and the public bear
JAMESHARDIE, ASBESTOSVICTIMS the cost not provided for?

) James Hardie must pay fair compensation to asbestos victims.

TheHon. M.D. RANN (Premier): | seek leave to make The company must work together with unions and those
a ministerial statement. affected and with victims associations to provide compensa-

Leave granted. tion to victims. Any proposed changes should be agreed with

TheHon. M.D. RANN: The Special Commission of unions and victims associations. | will only support changes
Inquiry has delivered a shocking indictment on Jamesf they will deliver appropriate levels of compensation for
Hardie’s treatment of asbestos victims. Its findings will appabictims. Attempting to cheat Australians dying from asbestos-
all Australians; particularly South Australians becauseelated diseases is an appalling and shameful act. James
exposure to asbestos has been greater here than in other p&tégdie must do everything they can to put things right, and
of Australia. Asbestos products made by James Hardie havbe federal government must enforce the law and make sure
caused death, disease and appalling suffering to thousandstbét this can never ever happen again in a civilised society.
Australians. The company continued to produce these
products and expose its workers to their harmful effects wellSHOP DISTRIBUTIVE AND ALLIED EMPLOYEES
after it learned they were potentially deadly. This is one of the ASSOCIATION ELECTIONS
worse examples, in my view, in the last 50 years of a
company showing contempt for its own workers, including ~ TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): | seek
those who have died from asbestos-related causes. leave to make a ministerial statement.

The Jackson report into James Hardie, released yesterday, ~€ave granted. .
reveals disgraceful behaviour by the company. Victims and _ 1 h€Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: Yesterday, the opposition
their families, who have already had their lives ruined or@ised an allegation that included one of my staff members
taken away in an incredibly cruel and painful way by concerning the S_hop Dlstr|bu_t|ve and Allle_d Employees
exposure to asbestos, have now been treated shamefully ﬁﬁsoma}tmn electlc_)ns. At no time before this matter was
James Hardie. The company has avoided its responsibilitidgiséd in the parliament yesterday was | aware of any
to victims by massively underfunding its compensation@/légation or suggestion of the alleged arrangements con-
foundation. It established a Holland-based company, Jamé&ined in the opposition’s questions. | had no knowledge prior
Hardie NV, in an attempt to avoid meeting its obligations tof® the meetings that Mr Karzis would be attending the
the people it had harmed. Essentially, they sought to ‘take th@€€tings which occurred between Mr Farrell and others.
money and run’. A paltry $293 million was provided for the ~ Mr Karzis informed me after the meetings of his attend-
fund, compared with $1.5 billion to $2.24 billion described @nce. Although I do not have a detailed recollection of the

asbestos-related claims. tell the house that at no time did he mention to me the matters

James Hardie has shown moral bankruptcy, and the guilf§!|€9ed Py the opposition yesterday. Since these allegations
‘ ere raised in the house, | have spoken to Mr Karzis and he

parties deserve to be prosecuted to the full extent of the la ol he h K led f the alleaed deal raised
Asbestos victims—and | should say that for some years nol's Me he has no knowledge of the alleged deal raise

| have been patron of the Asbestos Victims Association—Y esterday by the opposition.
deserve full and fair compensation, and my government will
give them 100 per cent support in the fight to make James LEGISLATIVE REVIEW COMMITTEE
Hard!e pay fair compensation. If James Hf?‘m."e does not reach Mr HANNA (Mitchell): I bring up the third report of the
a satisfactory agreement with asbestos victims and unions D mmittee
provide appropriate funding for the compensation of victims, L
my government (like New South Wales) will boycott James Report recelved.. :

) S L . . Mr HANNA: | bring up the fourth report of the commit-
Hardie products. The Minister for Administrative Servu:estee
(Hon. Michael Wright MP) has agreed to my request that he Il?e ort received and read
give a direction under section 21 of the new State Procure- P )
ment Act 2004 when it is proclaimed later this year. This will

give effect to a boycott if it becomes necessary. QUESTION TIME
The inquiry found that federal laws have been broken,
including breaches of the Trade Practices Act and the CAMPBELL, Mr S.

Corporations Act for misleading and deceptive conduct. If ] .
there is any justice, those responsible should, in my view, be 1heHon.I.F. EVANS (Davenport): My question is to

behind bars. The federal government must take action to deHl€ Attorney-General. When the Attorney-General met with
with them. The Special Commission of Inquiry said: candidates for positions in the recent SDA elections, did he
James Hardie NV (the parent company based in the Netherlan 42y anyone else raise the proposal that the threatened defama-
still has in its pockets the profits made by dealing in asbestos, aﬂ%}m action against Stephen' C"’.‘mpbe” would not proceed if
those profits are large enough to satisfy most, perhaps all, of th¥lr Campbell ceased campaigning for the election? Yesterday
claims of victims of James Hardie asbestos. in an answer to a question, the Attorney confirmed that he
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was aware of this matter that had been raised on ABC Radigort, making it a safe and attractive place for South Aust-
In the radio transcript from 28 May this year, Matthew ralians to visit and enjoy. This project will rebuild and restore
Abraham says: the port's previous status as a strong, lively, economic
And Michael Atkinson apparently, and we don’t know if this was POWerhouse of Adelaide. It is Australia’s last major port to
on government time, but he is meeting with other candidates obe redeveloped, and it will deliver thousands of jobs and
Stephen Campbell’s ticket talking about how damaging it would be-esidents to the area. It is likely that more than 4 000 jobs will
to the faction. be created, with $900 million spent in construction work
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): The  during the 10 to 15-year life of the project.
answer to that question is no. As | said to the house yester- This is the area | think may be contentious: successive
day, | have been a member of the Shop Distributive an@iovernments have tried to bring about the revitalisation of
Allied Employees Association for 16 years. It is a matter ofPort Adelaide. | am proud that this government has success-
public record that long-time secretary Mr Don Farrell is afully brought this project to the starting blocks. | take the
friend of mine. Of course, | discussed what was happeningnusual action of commending the Minister for Infrastructure
in the Shop Distributive and Allied Employees elections withon his stewardship. This is an extremely large and complex
friends and colleagues because roughly half of my friends angroject, and | am delighted with the work that the Minister for

colleagues are members of the union. Infrastructure has done to make this a reality. What a great
week for Port Adelaide—life, vibrancy and power have been
PORT ADELAIDE WATERFRONT brought back to the port!
REDEVELOPMENT Under the government’s planning strategy for metropoli-

. L . tan Adelaide, we are trying to contain development within the
Mr RAU (Enfield): My question is to the Premier. What ¢ s yrban growth boundary. This project helps achieve that
progress has occurred for the proposed Port Adelaidgog) py reducing demand for new housing areas and promot-
waterfront redevelopment? ing a great location only 20 minutes from the CBD and a
TheHon. M.D. RANN (Premier): Thank you very much  yjiometre from the sea. The go-ahead for this project is great
for the question. This morning | visited Port Adelaide’s news for the Port Adelaide community and for the South
waterfront area to sign a major agreement signalling the stagstralian economy, and | would have thought that it would
of the $1.2 billion project that will revitalise the Port pe celebrated by members on both sides of this house.
Adelaide waterfront precinct. The deal will see the govern-  the SPEAKER: The last remark really was not neces-

ment's Land Management Corporation work with thegary | did not notice that the opposition was reluctant to
Newport Quays Consortium which comprises the '“ter'support it.

national property group Multiplex and South Australian-
based developer Urban Construct to redevelop the waterfront CAMPBELL, Mr S.
land. Preliminary work is expected to start straightaway. So,
after years and years of talking about the port’s great heritage TheHon. |.F. EVANS (Davenport): When the Treasurer
and history and of what could happen there, now it willhad discussions with union candidate Stephen Campbell
happen. This precinct will feature— about his candidature for the Assistant Branch Secretary
Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: | rise on a point of order. I position with the SDA, did he, or anyone else, discuss the
raise two issues: first, the Premier is straying into debate anflyoposal that a threatened defamation action against
secondly, today he issued a media release on this subject, ake Campbell would not proceed if Mr Campbell and his
he is making a ministerial statement from prepared notesupporters ceased campaigning for the election? On ABC
which would more appropriately be in the form of a minister-Radio on 28 May this year, the Treasurer took part in an
ial statement. interview with Matthew Abraham in which Abraham stated:
The SPEAKER: The member for Waite makes tWo  youre a member of the right wing faction of the Labor Party,
interesting observations about the manner in which this housend the Shop Assistants Union is a dominant player in that faction.
has conducted its question time to an increasing degree ovéhere’s currently an election going on for the assistant secretary for
recent years. Notwithstanding what appears to be the vaIidiighat’ and Bernard Finnigan is running against someone called
. . - ephen Campbell. Have you had a conversation with Stephen
of those observations, it cannot be assumed by the chair thabmppell about those elections?
the honourable member for Enfield heard any of the remarkih T lied:
made by the Premier on radio, if he made such remarks. Th € lreasurer replied.
member for Enfield is entitled to ask a question of any Yes, | have.
minister to discover whatever he believes will be in the best TheHon. K.O. FOLEY (Deputy Premier): | have to be
interests of his constituents and South Australia in generahonest: | wonder why | did not get a question at the time. It
To that extent, it is not a disorderly question. As to whethelis quite sometime later. Given that this was dropped on me
or not the Premier is debating, to date | have heard nothinthe day after the state budget, from memory, or shortly
that would indicate to me that he has begun to debate théereafter, | am surprised that the member has taken so many
matter. Should that happen, in deference to the member fononths to raise it, but | can provide the house with the
Waite, | shall call the Premier to order. following information. On 10 May 2004, minister Rory
TheHon. M.D. RANN: Thank you, sir. | would have McEwen advised me of concerns that he had that one of his
thought it most appropriate to inform the house of one of thestaff may have been campaigning for union elections during
biggest developments in the history of the state. This projeatork hours. Mr Campbell’s contract of employment is with
will feature 2 000 homes, which will house 3 000 to 4 000the Premier. As at the time | was the Acting Premier, and at
people; public walkways around most of the waterfront; andninister McCEwen'’s request it was appropriate that | address
a park celebrating the Kaurna heritage of the area. Ththese concerns with Mr Campbell. | spoke to Mr Campbell
redevelopment is not about just construction. It will play aand told him that it was not appropriate for him to be
vital role in attracting business, tourism and people to theampaigning for a union election during working hours. | said
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to him that any such campaigning was to be done on his owhave used the names of other honourable members, whether

time, without the use of government resources. as ministers or not. | have told the house before that that is
An honourable member interjecting: out of order. Any further breach of that will result in far more
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: They asked a question but do stringent steps being taken than |, in the chair, have taken to

not want to hear the answer. Mr Campbell accepted this. date. It is not appropriate to refer to the government by the

made it clear a number of times that Mr Campbell’'s job wasame of the Premier, nor to refer to a minister by their

not in doubt as a result of his decision to run for unionpersonal name. They are here in their respective offices and

election. | reiterated that the decision to contest the uniosapacities.

election was a matter entirely for him. | told Mr Campbell

that minister McEwen was uncomfortable with members of TheHon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition): |

his staff participating in election campaigns as candidateBave a supplementary question. Given the Deputy Premier’s

whilst attached to his office. If he was unable to reach aruling to Mr Campbell, what action will he now take about

accommodation on this issue with minister McEwen, | toldMr Karzis, who was attending meetings on this same topic

Mr Campbell that his position with the government waswithout the Attorney-General's knowledge?

secure, and he would be offered a position with the same pay TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: That matter has been canvassed,

and conditions with another minister. | suggested that Mt understand, by the Attorney-General.

Campbell speak to minister McEwen to clarify future = TheHon. DEAN BROWN: | rise on a point of order,

arrangements. | understand that as a result of the decisidvir Speaker. The Deputy Premier read from a prepared

handed down by the Federal Court on Friday 28 May (I anstatement. | ask that that now be tabled.

not quite sure if that date is correct, but that is what | am The SPEAKER: The statement stands.

advised; | will double check that), Mr Campbell's nomination

had been declared invalid. | can further advise the house that HEALTH, SENIORS CARD
on the afternoon— L -
Members interjecting: Mr CAICA (Colton): My question is to the Minister for

The SPEAK ER: Order! The Deputy Premier has the call. Families and Communities. What is the progress of negotia-
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: On the afternoon of 23 June tions with the commonwealth government regarding a new
2004, Mr Campbell contacted my chief of staff seeking s@greement to expand the level of concessions to seniors
meeting with me. My chief of staff understood that the reasofiealth card holders? L .
for the meeting was to discuss Mr Campbell's employment. TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL (Minister for Families
| requested that the Premier’s chief of staff also attend, giveAnd Communities): | thank the honourable member for his
his role in the hiring of ministerial contract staff. However, question. He is well aware of the pressure that people on low
it soon became apparent that Mr Campbell wished tdixed incomes are facing through a range of burdens that have

discuss— been placed on them in recent years by electricity prices,
Members interjecting: GST—awhole range of pressures that have been put on those
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Do people want to listen? | am low fixed Income earners.

guite relaxed. Members interjecting:
The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable Deputy Premier ~ The SPEAKER: Order! _

has the call. TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL: Itis also useful for me

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Thank you, sir. However, it to clarify—
soon became apparent that Mr Campbell wished to discuss Mr Brindal interjecting:
matters relating to the union election other than those matters The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member for
that related to his employment. Mr Campbell informed me ofUnley does not have the call.
legal action that was being pursued against him by the TheHon.JW. WEATHERILL: It is useful for me to
Secretary of the Shop Distributive and Allied Employeesclarify this situation, because the Deputy Leader of the
Association as a result of matters raised during the unio@pposition has made some comments publicly which suggest
elections. | immediately made it clear to Mr Campbell thatthat there has been some failure on behalf of this government
it was not appropriate for me to get involved in such an issuen terms of negotiating a deal on concessions that was offered
| reiterated to Mr Campbell my earlier advice that his positionby the federal government. Indeed, it is a very difficult thing
with the Rann government was secure, but that | believed to get a pair in this place these days, but it seems that the
was not appropriate for me to become involved in this privatd>eputy Leader of the Opposition was able to slip up to the
legal affairs. Riverland and make these public comments to a retirees’
Following this meeting, | sought advice from the organisation—
Premier's senior legal adviser. | was advised that Mr Members interjecting:
Campbell's private legal matters were not affecting his The SPEAKER: Order!
employment with the government, and were not a matter for TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL: And, indeed, the people
myself as Deputy Premier or anyone in government. Lateup there are entitled, as the members of this house—
that evening, on the advice of the Premier’s senior legal The SPEAKER: Order! Can | disabuse the minister in the
adviser, the Premier’s chief of staff phoned Mr Campbell togentlest way possible that pairs are only ever provided by the
confirm that matters of a private legal nature not affecting hi®pposition to the government in order that the government
employment with the government are not a matter for thewill survive any such move as there may be against it in
Deputy Premier or anyone in government. | am advised thaerms of its confidence. No member of the house needs to
Mr Campbell accepted this. | have had no further contact witiseek a pair. Any arrangement that is made between groups
Mr Campbell since this time. within the chamber is entirely for them. Standing orders do
The SPEAKER: Order! Twice today, during the course not contemplate such conduct. It is not appropriate to refer
of remarks being made to the chamber, honourable membet it.
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TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL: Thank you, sir. Perhaps able to access free dental treatment. Currently young people

I will get to the gravamen of the issue. at secondary school who are dependants of Centrelink
Members interjecting: concession cardholders get a free check and treatment about
The SPEAKER: Order! every 18 months, while there is a co-payment of $35 for
TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL: We have the Deputy children of non-cardholder families. Young people who have

Leader of the Opposition saying: left school fall outside the check-up net. Under the expanded

Independent retirees will be forced to wait for at least anotheSch€me, the public dental service will now cover young
year as the Rann government has failed to negotiate a deal g@€0ople up to the age of 18 who leave school and who hold a
concessions to the federal government. Centrelink concession card or who are dependants of a holder
That is the reportage in relation to the comments that aréf @ Centrelink concession card. It will also cover young
made by the Deputy Leader of the Opposition. The truth oPeople under the age of 16 who leave school and who are
the matter is this: we received public comment from theunemployed but cannot apply for a Centrelink concession
federal government in March this year. In May | responded-ard; and, finally, young people under the guardianship of the
to the federal Minister for Families and Communities, KayMinister for Families and Communities whether or not at
Paterson, saying that we were prepared to enter negotiatiof§hool.
on these initiatives. We supplied all information that was The extension of the dental scheme to these people is a
requested and then not only have we not received a formaknsible, preventative measure. Young people who fit the new
offer but we have also not received a response to my lettegriteria can make a dental appointment simply by contacting
despite the fact that we have done everything that could beir local school dental clinic. The state government
requested of us by the commonwealth. So, the Deputy Leadeommitted an extra $8 million into the public dental service
of the Opposition is utterly and completely wrong, and hein its first budget, and we further increased that by another
goes up to the Riverland and spreads misinformation abod4.5 million in this budget. The result of this extra money has
the attitude of this government to self-funded retirees. been to reduce the waiting lists and waiting times for public

I have followed up with a further letter to minister Kay dental work by about 30 per cent over the last two years
Patterson, wondering what the delay is and indicating, onceompared with when we came to office. But those lists are
again, our willingness to enter into those negotiations. Thatill too long, and this is a result of the Howard government’s
federal government can be in no doubt as to our attitudscrapping the commonwealth scheme in 1996 at a cost of
because | repeated that attitude on 27 July at a ministeri&10 million a year for dental funding in South Australia. By
council meeting. There have been plenty of indications frontomparison, the federal Labor Party recognises the common-
this state that it is prepared to enter these discussions, and wealth’s responsibility to work with the states on dental
are well aware of the burdens that electricity prices and GSWaiting lists and has pledged $300 million to restore a
have placed on these people, all courtesy of those oppositeommonwealth dental scheme, something that all members—

Mr BRINDAL: Mr Speaker, | rise on a point of order. even the member for Finniss—should welcome.

There are in fact two points. First, the member for Finniss

was accused of spreading misinformation, and | ask you, sir, KARZIS, Mr G.

to rule whether that is entering into debate in the answer to

the question. Secondly, on the last remarks made, thatis also The Hon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition):
entering into debate in answering this question, which isyhat action has the Attorney-General taken now that he is
against standing orders. aware that his staffer George Karzis attended meetings in

The SPEAKER: There we go again. The observationsrelation to the SDA elections without his knowledge?
made by the member for Unley are subjective and interesting. +naHon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): First,

The member for Davenport. | have to say that a number of my staff are members of the
Shop Distributive and Allied Employees Association, and |
expect them to be active in the affairs of their trade union. |
do not see any difficulty with their attending meetings of the

TheHon. |.F. EVANS (Davenport): My question is to . .
: ; ; union of which they are a member. | myself attend SDA
the Attorney-General. Did the Attorney o his staff play any unctions. | attend the Christmas party. | attend functions

[)c;leglrjltrfcl)ag(:gptﬁ (;[Eecp;(r)nppobs;: tggé ak?iso f;i;gigsyselgpigéégch as conferences to which | am invited by the union. What

campaigning on the basis that a threatened defamation acti ¢ leader is driving at—_ o
would not be pursued against Mr Campbell? The Hon. I.F. Evans interjecting:
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): No. The SPEAKER: Order!

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: If | can help the leader here,
he has made a grubby untruthful allegation on hearsay about
what happened at a particular meeting. He wants me to say

for Health. Has the government expanded the availability o hat | have done once | found out that Mr Karzis attended

free dental checks to young people under the age of 18 whivo meetings; and he connects this untrue grubby allegation

have left secondary school and, if so, what criteria wil applyWIth that meeting. The answer is that one of those meetings—

for eligibility under the expanded scheme? TheHon. R.G. Kerin: The allegation has been made by
TheHon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health): The state  ©Nne of your union workers.

government is to expand the availability of dental checksto TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Ex! One of the meetings

about 2 000 young people under the age of 18 who are not was on Mother’s Day. When | became aware that Mr Karzis

secondary school. This expansion will mean some of Southad attended two meetings, | can tell members he did not

Australia’s most disadvantaged young people will now beattend any more.

CAMPBELL, Mr S.

PUBLIC DENTAL SERVICE

MsBEDFORD (Florey): My question is to the Minister
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TheHon. R.G. KERIN: | have a supplementary question. dealing with asbestos. We have been assisted by advocates
Were any of these meetings on a weekday? from the tenants association and the UTLC who have raised

The SPEAKER: | do not think the Attorney-General has this matter with us. The former minister initiated this process,
responsibility for such matters. The question is out of orderand it is now being brought to completion.

HOUSING TRUST, ASBESTOS SHOP DISTRIBUTIVE AND ALLIED EMPLOYEES

ASSOCIATION
Mr SNELLING (Playford): My question is to the

Minister for Housing. What is the Housing Trust doing to  The Hon. |.F. EVANS (Davenport): My question is to
manage risks associated with asbestos in Housing Trut#ite Minister for Industrial Relations. Will the minister

properties? investigate the shop assistants union, the SDA—
Mr Brokenshire interjecting: Mr Koutsantonis interjecting:
The SPEAKER: Order, the member for Mawson! The SPEAKER: Order! The member for West Torrens.
TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL (Minister for Hous- Mr Koutsantonis interjecting:

ing): | cannot this let this go by: ‘Mr 10 000 homes ripped = The SPEAKER: Order, the member for West Torrens!
out of the system’ suggests we are selling stock. The Housing The Hon. I.F. EVANS: Well, the SDA isn’t running on
Trust s doing quite a deal to address the question of asbestempty. | will repeat the question: will the minister investigate
risk within its homes, contrary to the impression that washe shop assistants union, the SDA, for any breaches of the
created in today's paper. The government takes the health atgly in relation to funding of a union slush fund called Friends
safety of its Housing Trust tenants, and indeed contractorsf the SDA? A former union organiser has claimed that the
and workers, very seriously and has made some very strongion has deducted $40 a month out of her wage without her
directives to agencies regarding the management of asbesigfitten permission. The $40 goes into an account called
risk. Recently, it has expanded its removal program, spendingriends of the SDA. The former union organiser has never
in excess of $1.6 million in 2004-05. attended a meeting of Friends of the SDA and has never seen
An internal audit of management practices was completed set of financial accounts for this body.
in 2003 and, as part of that audit process, business advisers TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Administrative
McLachlan Hodge Mitchell assessed the effectiveness of thgervices): The honourable member both today and yesterday
trust's management of asbestos risks. That report identifielglas raised a number of issues, none of which have any basis.
38 recommendations, all of which have been addressed. Afthe Attorney-General has answered a range of questions that
trust policies and procedures have been revised. Staff/coere asked yesterday and today. Once again, the honourable
tractor training modules are currently being implementedmember is putting forward information that has no basis.
Additionally, from 1 July this year, the trust entered a formal
service level agreement with DAIS—which is importantfor ~ The Hon. |.F. EVANS: | ask a supplementary question.
those who report on these matters be aware of—in th@Vill the minister confirm to the house that he has looked at
asbestos management unit. The asbestos management whig woman’s wage and checked whether the $40 a month has
now manages all asbestos testing and removal, includingopme out? If not, how does he know that the claim has no
coordination of asbestos removal contractors, on behalf of thegasis?
trust. All issues raised in respect of arrangements between the Members interjecting:
trust and DAIS have been addressed in the service level The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable minister.
agreement. This includes the separation of testing and Members interjecting:
removal instructions into individual orders. The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable minister has the
The trust has also participated in a whole of governmenga]|.
committee that was established to review asbestos manage- TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT: If the honourable member has

ment on government buildings, and its new policies anchny evidence, he should come forward with it. It is not my

procedures Closely reflect those new guide”nesl that Werﬁsponsibi”ty to check emp|0yees’ pay S"ps_and he knows
developed by the whole of government committee. Thehat full well.

differences only reflect the different requirements for
residential dwellings. The trust has produced extensive ROYAL ADELAIDE SHOW
information for both its tenants and contractors (including
fact sheets and guides) and it undertook a major asbestos Mr KOUTSANTONI S (West Torrens): My question is
safety awareness campaign in the local media throughot the Minister for Industrial Relations. What did the
South Australiain 1995. A video with a segment on asbestogovernment do to ensure the safety of the public and employ-
is being played in trust regional offices. A range of policiesees at this year’s royal show?
(including improvements and alterations by tenants to their TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Industrial
homes) is also being developed. This is very important. IRelations): | thank the member for West Torrens for this
tenants when making alterations to their homes come inteery important question. The Royal Adelaide Show is the
contact with asbestos-related products, the results can lergest public event held in South Australia each year. It is
hazardous. We are about to send this information to tenantattended by over 600 000 members of the public. This event
Contractors will also be required to undertake agreedhvolves approximately 60 amusement structures, 30 food
levels of training in asbestos management. The trust hagalls and 50 exhibit stalls. The government is committed to
offered to provide subsidies to assist with training and willmaking our community and workplaces safer. We have
require evidence from contractors that they have compliedhemories, of course, of the spin dragon amusement ride
with the requirement to complete that training. So, contrarcollapse in September 2000, and other amusement ride
to the impression that has been created, the trust takes vemgcidents are still fresh in the minds of many South
seriously its obligations in relation to asbestos removal anédustralians. The government has put in place the resources
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to minimise the risk of such tragic incidents recurring. Ateam The SPEAKER: Well then don’t talk me down or you
of 20 inspectors drawn from across Workplace Services wason't be here much longer. One of us will go.
deployed to help ensure a high standard of public and TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Sorry? Who won't be here
employee safety at the royal show. much longer, Mr Speaker?

Occupational health and safety inspectors conducted pre- Members interjecting:
show public safety audits of allamusement structures. They The SPEAKER: | name the Deputy Premier. That kind
also inspected dangerous substances storage, forklift safetfinsolence cannot be tolerated. Either the Deputy Premier
and fireworks displays to ensure the protection of the publi@pologises for confronting the chair, regardless of who the
and workers. Inspectors were on duty at all times during thencumbent in the chair is—
show from before the gates opened until midnight each day TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: | humbly apologise, sir, for any
and were able to respond quickly if their assistance wasffence taken by the Speaker in the house.
sought. Workplace Services inspectors worked closely with  The SPEAKER: The honourable Deputy Premier has the
the Royal Agricultural and Horticultural Society of South call. The apology is accepted.
Australia, industry stakeholders, peak bodies, SA Policeand TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: The review of government
St Johns Ambulance to ensure a coordinated approach security has been undertaken, a very detailed piece of work
safety. | thank all of those organisations for their involve-undertaken by a number of senior officers within government
ment. The government has, of course, put forward the biggesnd, indeed a considerable amount of resources are now being
increase ever for inspectors—a 50 per cent increase tpplied to that review. | do not have with me the exact
occupational health and safety inspectors. Some of these wespecifics of the new, improved security measures, and—

put to very good use at this year’s Royal Show. Mr Brokenshire: Why not?
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: ‘Why not,’ says the shadow
PUBLIC SERVANTS, SECURITY minister for police.

) L Mr Brokenshire interjecting:

Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop): My question is directed The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member for
to the Minister for Administrative Services. Following the pawson does not have the call. The Deputy Premier is
government's review of security at government buildings angynswering an inquiry.
facilities as a result of the murder of former public servant  The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: Even if | did have the specific
Margaret Tobin, what specific measures have been institutggbyy security measures that had been put into place, | would
to provide extra security for public servants? On 15 Octobegeek advice before | would advise the house, in a public
2002,the Premier told this house that the goVernmentWoUlfbrum, because | assume that a |arge number of security
do allin its power to ensure that those who serve the state affeasures undertaken are the sorts of measures that we would
able to ‘go about their business—our state’s business—ot want to advertise. | can say that in the State Administra-

without threat’. The Premier made this statement whefion Centre, where | work, we now have security doors at the
providing information about the review that | have referredfrgnt—

to. Two years down the track, | have been informed by the The Hon. W.A. Matthew: Protecting him.

PSA that the government has lost interest in the issue. The SPEAK ER: The member for Bright is about—
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY (Deputy Premier): Only the TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: The member for Bright suggests
most inept opposition in history, | think as they werethatitis all about protecting me. | say to the member that the

described, would attack the government on issues to do WitBtate Administration Centre is a significant physical infra-
trade unions; and then, for their first question after that, t@trycture that houses thousands of public servants, and it is
have a question written by a trade union. What hypocrisy! liyhere two ministers (the Premier and 1) happen to have an
you have to rely on the Public Service Association to writegffice. Security doors, security checkpoints and cameras have
your questions and give you advice, | pity the standard of,ow been put in place at both entrances to that building. My

questioning, because itis— understanding is that other measures have been taken across
An honourable member interjecting: government.
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: | will. | will take this question on notice, and | understand the

Mr WILLIAMS: Point of order, Mr Speaker: | do not |egitimate nature of the inquiry, notwithstanding the motiva-
believe that the Treasurer, to whom the question was not evajon of the good friends of the Liberal Party, the PSA. | am
directed, is making any attempt to go to the subject of myhappy to ensure that the Leader of the Opposition, and

inquiries. . ~ whoever he deems appropriate from his team, can be briefed
The SPEAKER: Could the member for Mackillop remind  on the measures that have been put into place in the most
the chair of his inquiry. significant review of security within government that |

Mr WILLIAMS: | will repeat the question. Following the understand has been done in some time. | take the suggestion
government’s review of security at government buildings androm the member for Mawson and others that somehow we
facilities, as a result of the murder of former public servantdo not care for the safety and security of public servants as
Margaret Tobin, what specific measures have been institutegh offensive remark, because we moved swiftly to improve

to provide extra security for public servants? security after the tragic events of Bali and the great tragedy
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: | just made reference to the fact of the assassination of Margaret Tobin. | believe we acted

that | am glad the Public Service Association— exactly as any government should in that situation, and we
The SPEAKER: | would be pleased if the honourable have continued to improve security.

Deputy Premier— As another indication of the significant concern we have
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: —and their good friends in— about the quality of security within government, in my role
The SPEAKER: —would address— as police minister | can say that the Police Commissioner has

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: And | am going to do that, Mr been reviewing the training, the competency and the skill
Speaker. level of the police security services within government—
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people who protect this building and other buildings within TRANMERE TRANSPORT SA OFFICE
government. We are looking at a significantimprovement in
their training, their skill base and the work they undertake in - Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop): My question is directed
order to ensure that they are brought more into line withto the Minister for Transport. Why did the government reduce
policing standards and under the more direct control andecurity for public servants by removing the security officer
authority of the Police Commissioner and to ensure that wat the Tranmere Transport SA office? Having placed a
have increased security from our security guards withirsecurity officer at the Tranmere Transport SA office follow-
government. All in all, it is a very significant package of ing a government security review, after the Margaret Tobin
work. Tragically, in our very large and diverse Public murder, the government subsequently reduced the security of
Service, it will always be extremely difficult to have as tight this office by removing that security officer. Following an
security as we would like, but we are doing all we possiblyarmed hold-up at the office on 10 September, where one staff
can. As | said, | am happy to have a confidential report mademember had to be taken to hospital, the security guard’s
available to the Leader of the Opposition, should he so desirposition was reinstated.
TheHon. PL. WHITE (Minister for Transport): The
YOUTH EMPOWERMENT GRANTS PROGRAM honourable member mentions a very unfortunate and, to the
people of South Australia, quite unacceptable incident that
MsTHOMPSON (Reynell): My question is the Minister happened recently at one of Transport SAs offices, at
for Youth. What changes are proposed for this year's youtdranmere, where an armed hold-up occurred. As far as
empowerment grants program? security arrangements at that office are concerned, | will ask
TheHon. SW. KEY (Minister for Youth): | thank the MY department, and come back to the house with that
member for Reynell for her question and also acknowledgé'formation. However, obviously, as any minister of this
her advocacy for young people in the south, in particulardovernment would say, such an incident is unfortunate,
This weekend, the Office for Youth will call for applications Whether it be in a Transport SA office, whether it be in a
for funding from organisations under the youth empowermerp@nk, or whether itbe in a private business. As the Treasurer
grants program. A total of $300 000 is available under thé'@S Said on many occasions, the security of our public
program to assist youth based organisations. The youff"vants is very important to this government. | will come
empowerment grants are very popular with a range oPack with the information, but for the member to try and
community based groups, government agencies and locg]2ke something of an armed robbery which was a very
councils. The groups fund initiatives that equip young peopléinusual event and a very unacceptable event is a bit of a
with life skills and assist them in taking more responsibility Strétch in his argument.

Zggfﬁgg&oggdt?sgégigg;ﬂgg_go through the transition into Mr WILLIAMS: By way ofa supplem(_ant_ary question: _
. . . .__can the minister assure the house that this time the security
_ The sorts of skills fostered are those required to part|C|pat[§%C€r will remain at the Tranmere STA office protecting
:n cc:mmunlty det0|5|on ﬂ?k'ng p(rjocesses, ?EUCht‘?‘S state apgh,ge hard-working public servants who work at the office?
_Ic_)ﬁg %ﬁrqﬂqee;oﬁ?m' c%ersriﬂnigfrggﬁ?sl éﬁg I?hneg;(c))t?ﬁ ) The Hon. P.Ll. WHI TE: As | said in my previous answer,
empowerr’nent grants have been combined to remove tI'Ba\;V'” get some mformaﬂon from the .department and come
. ) ck to the house with that information.
overlap and provide a single coherent grants program. The
combined program will allow one-off grants of up to $20 QOO REDISCOVER YOURSEL F CAMPAIGN
to assist projects for one year, $40 000 for two-year projects
and up to $60 000 for three-year proj_ects_. Bodies eligi_ble 0 MsRANKINE (Wright): My question is for the Minister
apply are community or youth organisations that are incoror Toyurism. What has been the response so far from the
porated and based in South Australia, local councils, statgpic interstate to the recent launch of the South Australian
government agencies and schools. Tourism Commission’s marketing campaign Rediscover
Initiatives that achieve funding will contribute to address-Yourself?
ing the government’s social inclusion priorities. For example, TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Tour-
applications will be sought from organisations with proposalgsm): | thank the member for Wright for her question. She is
that increase opportunities for young people under th&eenly interested in the economic benefits that tourism can
guardianship of the minister, continue progress towardgring South Australia, and our goal has been to lift the profile
reconciliation, reduce homelessness, address youth emplayf South Australia as an iconic domestic destination for
ment and drug misuse, promote a positive mental health angkople around Australia by reinvigorating the Secrets
healthy lifestyle choices, and support the involvement otampaign with our new Rediscover profile, which is
young people in the development and implementation of loca$5 million campaign aimed at producing television, print
policy and community decision making. media and publicity campaigns around our key markets in
Organisations applying for funding grants must provideMelbourne and Sydney, which are the origins of our major
evidence of organisational structures, policies and procedurgsimbers of tourists from interstate. In the first six weeks of
that ensure standard of care and protection of young peopteur Rediscover Yourself campaign, we have found an
participating in funding initiatives, as well as measures tooverwhelming response with 128 000 hits on our
safeguard against discrimination, bullying and harassmensouthaustralia.com web site, with 40 per cent of these coming
Successful applicants will be required to enter into a fundingrom our key markets in Victoria and New South Wales.
agreement that reflects responsibility and maintains these In addition, our 32-page Rediscover Yourself booklet has
standards. | urge members in this house to consider thogeen requested by over 4 000 people. This campaign has been
grants, and give assistance to the young people in theghanged from previous campaigns in that now our booklet
electorates to access that money. has bookable and package tourism experiences rather than
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generic, experiential advertising, as has gone before. In TRANSPORT, RIVERLAND
addition, we have a 1300 655 404 number where over 1 000
people have requested specific information about these MrsGERAGHTY (Torrens): How is the government
bookable holidays. The first weeks of the campaign coincidedssisting Riverland communities to have safe and reliable
with the Athens Olympics, and it was fortunate that weservices between their towns?
managed to have our images and advertisements on the TheHon. PL. WHITE (Minister for Transport): |
television so that anyone in Adelaide who sat glued to thehank the honourable member for her question.
television throughout the whole games would have seen An honourable member interjecting:
15 advertisements, whereas those in Sydney and Melbourne, TheHon. PL. WHITE: | guess one of the important
which after all are our key markets, would have seen thenoves the government has made recently is to appoint the
advertisement 43 times. This campaign includes AdelaidRiverland community’s local member as the Minister for the
Symphony Orchestra with Graeme Koehne’s specifically aniver Murray. That is a very important move by the current
specially penned music. We have noted that if you categorisgovernment. The government does already provide our
the number of times that our key destination markets woul@Riverland communities with a 24-hour ferry system, which
have seen the advertisement, 84 per cent of those in Sydngyserviced by 12 ferries at 11 sites along the River Murray.
and Melbourne would have seen it once, and 46 per cent afhat service provides communities with access to important
those between the ages of 25 and 64 would have seen it threervices, including community facilities and emergency
times. services; and it is a system that is also important to our
Our aim is to place South Australia as the iconic domestidourism industry and other local industries. It is vital that
tourism destination to not only increase our number of!10S€ communities have access to safe and reliable passage
visitors but also visitor nights. These sorts of campaigns ar@cross the Murray. These services are set to improve
really not possible without a good partnership between th llowing the state government's awarding a $4.4 million
industry and regional areas, and we are very pleased to S?gn.tract for the design and construction of up to three new
that we have had extraordinary support from both oufé'f€s. . :
strategic partners and the marketplace in the eastern states, I he ferries will improve the current service. They will

where there has been an increase in interest and visitatior/ave increased passenger capacity and the design will
Incorporate current environmental, marine and safety

standards. The new ferries will replace those due to be
ELECTRICITY decommissioned, and | am very pleased that the contract for
the design and construction of the new ferries has been
TheHon. WA. MATTHEW (Bright): Does the Premier awarded to a South Australian company. The first ferry is
stand by his public comments made on 1 September 2004 thetpected—
aproposal to turn off air conditioning from a central pointat  Members interjecting:
times of high electricity usage is ‘the dopiest idea that I've  TheHon. PL. WHITE: If members opposite do have
heard this week, won't happen, can’'t happen, won't b%uggestions, please come forward.
allowed to happen.’ Mr Williams interjecting:
TheHon. M.D. RANN (Premier): Well, this is great. The SPEAKER: Order! The member for McKillop does

Today we have heard that the Liberals, we were told at 0t have a problem, | hope. _

news conference, have come out as strongly for pokies as TheHon. PL. WHITE: Given the great interest shown
they did in support of a nuclear waste dump. | can tell yoPy members opposite, | am sure the house will be pleased to
this: | totally stand by my statement that there will be noknow that the first ferry is expected to be fully operational
compulsory turning off of anyone’s air conditioning. towards the latter part of mid-2005.

TheHon. WA. MATTHEW: | have a supplementary OUTER HARBOR

question. | ask the Premier that, in view of his response tomy  \jr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): My question is to the
previous question, will he assure this house that turning offinister for Economic Development. Will the minister
air conditioners at peak times from a central point will notconfirm that the government-directed study into the economic
become Labor party policy, even though it has been advocagtfects of delaying the deepening of Outer Harbor has found
ed publicly by a senior Labor parliamentarian, or does thenat procrastination could cost South Australia over 2 000
Premier believe that that Labor member’'s comments are al§gps and put $2.8 billion worth of trade at risk. Given this
dopey? At a recent conference of the Melbourne Institute i§qyice, will he indicate when dredging will commence at
was stated that when electricity prices rise above a certaiy,ter Harbor?
level, appliances such as air conditioners could be turned off The Hon. PE. CONLON (Minister for Infrastructure):
temporarily through a central computer system. The confer-am delighted to have a question, sir. Firstly, let me say that
ence speaker was none other than the federal Labor Leadgg, government prior to this one has been more aware of the
Mark Latham. importance of deepening the channel; that is why we are the

Members interjecting: first %overnment to comrlnizj to it. Lk?t me I:axplrz];lin to tﬂe

) member for Waite—I| am glad to see he is still with us—what

The SPEAKER: Order! the process has been. We inherited a typical terrible privati-

TheHon. M.D. RANN: | can tell you this: | do not care sation deal on our ports in which a promised new grain
who supports it; | do not, and that is the difference, becausterminal was entirely inappropriately situated—and | can look
you lined up behind your federal Liberal colleagues toacross the chamber and see at least some members on the
support a nuclear waste dump in South Australia. You arether side nodding because they know that is true. One of the
prepared to put your party before your state. | am not. first things we did when we came to government (and this
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relates to the deepening of the river) is negotiate with Flindergovernment has moved to support regional areas in a variety
Ports to move that grain terminal appropriately down to theof ways. First, it is encouraging people from rural areas to
end of the Outer Harbor beside the container terminal.  study teaching with scholarships and, secondly, through
What that did then is not only save some money to commitinancial incentives for distance away from Adelaide, as well
to future deepening but allow us the opportunity of deepenings support for accommodation. In addition, we have been
the port to 14 metres and make it a world-class port. Actionsvorking on ways of better recruiting and showcasing
of this government curing a mess left by the previous Liberabpportunities for young teachers in regional areas. | suspect
government; actions of this government fixing a mess anthat in the future this will be a major focus of our work force
leaving us in a position to make the commitment we haveplanning, because many members will know that to date there
That commitment has proceeded to the point where we haveas been little thought about work force planning until our
funded some environmental studies with Flinders Ports. Wgovernment focused on work force planning issues. | think
have reached the point where we are in negotiations witfi is now recognised that about 70 per cent of teachers are
Flinders Ports as to how that money will be paid. The amountver the age of 40, so the shortages we now see will be
that it will cost will determine where we are able to dump thecompounded both in South Australia and on an international
material that we dredge. Never ever has the port of Adelaidevel in terms of the shortage of skilled, specialist teachers.
been closer to becoming a world-class port than under this Ms Chapman interjecting:
government. | thank the member for Waite for pointing that TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: The member for Bragg
out and the people who have made the commitment. We hawdbes not seem to understand that we can have unemployed

put money into it, we will put more into it— teachers and still not have specialist teachers. The reality is
Mr Brokenshire interjecting: that there are very many junior school teachers. Perhaps the
The SPEAKER: The member for Mawson will come to member for Bragg does not realise that the shortage is in

order! specialist areas, such as science, maths, languages, art, home

TheHon. PF. CONLON: What we will not do, sir, islet economics and tech studies. In fact, | encourage people to be
the private sector off the hook. They privatised the ports tanore creative in their ideas about teaching, not denigrate and
a private company but now they do not want the privatedemean teachers and talk them down so often.
company to pay anything towards doing something which
will increase revenues. That is what they are asking us to do.

Mr Brokenshire interjecting:

The SPEAKER: Order, the member for Mawson!

TheHon. P.F. CONLON: We will make the port of
Adelaide a world-class port, the place at which | grew up, of WHITING FISHERY

which | am so proud and which will bring home a premier-
P g P TheHon. R.J. MCEWEN (Minister for Agriculture,

ship this weekend—Go the Power! We will make it a world- ; - PR
class port, but we will also ensure that the private sectof@0d and Fisheries): | seek leave to make a brief ministerial

makes its contribution as well because we will protecStatement.

taxpayers. | am proud of what this government is doing in  -€ave granted. _ _
Port Adelaide. TheHon. R.J. MCEWEN: In answering a question from

the member from Goyder in relation to whiting fishing, | gave
REL|EF TEACHERS the chamber an undertaking that | would make Will Zacharin
available to give all members a full briefing on the matter.
TheHon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): | direct my questionto  That briefing will be held at 5.30 p.m. today in the Old
the Minister for Education and Children’s Services. WhatChamber.
action is the government taking to ease the acute shortage of
relief teaching staff in the north of South Australia, in TRANSPORT SA
particular at Port Augusta and surrounding areas? The .
minister would be aware of a recent industrial dispute at 1heHon. PL. WHITE (Minister for Transport): | seek
Stirling North school, caused purely out of frustration.!€ave to make a brief ministerial statement.
Further, | have been advised that teachers will work purely L€ave granted. ] .
because they are dedicated to their cause, even when they areThe Hon. PL. WHITE: A few minutes ago in question
sick with the flu and other things (and should not be there)time the member for MacKillop asked a question about
because of a chronic shortage of relief teachers. security arrangements at the Tranmere Transport SA office.
TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Educa-  The advice from my department is that a guard has never
tion and Children’s Services): | thank the member for Stuart been placed permanently at Tranmere. However, from time
for his support of the public education system, one which f0 time, security guards are employed: for example, in
know is not a|WayS shared by some members of his party_ response tO the Tobin Shoo“ng. FO”OW|ng.the unfortunate
Mr Venning interjecting: and appalling hold-up at the Tranmere office, a guard has
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Schubert is NOW been placed there to guard against copycat incidents.
highly disorderly. The minister has the call.
TheHon. J.D.LOMAX-SMITH: The honourable GRIEVANCE DEBATE
member recognises the difficulty in recruiting people to
regional and rural parts of South Australia to work withinthe  ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION AUTHORITY
many fine schools that suffer from shortages of specialist
teachers. The issues to do with relieving staff are particularly TheHon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): Mr Speaker, thank you
significant because, while it is difficult enough to getfor the opportunity to raise a couple of issues in relation to
permanent staff, relieving staff are also in short supply. Thehe Environment Protection Authority. It is clear that the
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decision the parliament made some time ago to give this bodyecause we are elected and we are, in my view, the only ones
independence was unwise. In a democracy people should nertitled to make those decisions, because the community can
be able to make arbitrary decisions without reference to thget rid of us. It can get rid of us and none of us should object
elected officials. This morning on the ABC a number of caseso that process.

were brought to our attention where these people have acted The Hon. R.J. McEwen interjecting:

unwisely and insensitively. | have previously raised the TheHon. G.M.GUNN: Well, | try to do my job. | am
matter of the weighbridge which the EPA is attempting tohappy to be judged, but | take strong exception when these
force the City of Port Augusta to put in place at a cost of ovelpeople go around insulting and making unwise decisions for
$400 000. The City of Port Augusta could better spend thagther hard-working people.

sort of money on other important projects to help the citizens

and residents of that area. What is the purpose of this AUSTRALIAN INTERNATIONAL PEDAL PRIX
exercise?

We have heard about the problems that the District MsBEDFORD (Florey): Last weekend's Australian
Council of Mount Remarkable has had with the EPA abouinternational Pedal Prix at Murray Bridge which, as members
its rubbish dump. You would think they were trying to housewould know, is a 24-hour endurance event held over two
the crown jewels. Then we had the saga of the Port Augus@ays, is the final in a series of three events, the first two of
racetrack and another saga at Quorn where an officer refus@dich were held at Victoria Park earlier in the year. Thanks
to return a telephone call from the mayor—rude and inconsisgo to Mayor Alan Arbon and the Adelaide City Council
tent. From what has been said, it appears that certain peopkepresentative, Bert Taylor, who were both in attendance on
within this organisation have their own agenda. In a democraSaturday at Murray Bridge, where | was also present. | was
cy, people do not have to put up with that. Therefore, | calgrateful for the opportunity to accompany the Minister for
on the government to take immediate steps to bring thi&ducation and Children’s Services and Tourism to Murray
organisation under the control of this parliament and answeBridge and report that we completed a lap of the circuit on
able to the minister so that its decisions are subject to revief@ot and spoke to as many as possible of the crews not
by the Economic and Finance Committee. Then thes#wvolved in urgent pre-start preparations. Some of the crews
insensitive bureaucrats can find out what it is like to beenjoy wonderful amenities and are very task-oriented while
judged by the elected officials. others are resourceful and are forced to rely on the wonderful

The community of South Australia can get rid of all of us, ideas, ingenuity and passion of both parents and students.
but they cannot get rid of these appointed people. | underfhere are so many benefits in this event across so many
stand that Mike Elliott has now been put on the EPA. If everdisciplines that it is almost impossible to name them, but |
there was a Mr Know-all, it was him. It has gone from badwill do my best in the time allotted to me today.
to bloody worse: they are interfering with ordinary people The event began in 1985 when a group of teachers from
going about their daily work. the South Australian Technology Teachers Association got

Last Friday | was at the Riverland and it was pointed outogether with a handful of high school students. A Florey
to me that these EPA characters can go onto a fruit block argthool, The Heights, was involved in those very early
shut it down and the people involved have no right to objecpreparations through John Kidman, who was the senior
or appeal. | say to the minister for the environment: the neximaster in that area at the time. The task was to design,
time you bring a bill into this house we are in for a bit of fun. construct and test a human powered vehicle over a 24-hour
We are not going to wear any more of this arbitrary Sirperiod. On the weekend we saw the growing success of that
Humphrey stuff where these insensitive people do not tak#itial concept and the passion and willingness to have a go.
account of what is good for the economy. At the end of theThis was the 20th running of the event, and it improves each
day, unless people can develop their business and get on wigkear. Teachers, parents and students make the Pedal Prix
it, they will not get paid and the rest of the community will event a winner. The support of the state and local govern-
not have jobs. So | call on the government to do somethingnent, including the rural city of Murray Bridge and the
about this. Adelaide City Council, and sponsorship from many organisa-

I now refer to the District Council of Lower Eyre Penin- tions is the fuel additive to their energy, skill and commit-
sula. Mr Treloar, the Chairman, complained about this sortnent.
of activity. The rates are going to go up because of these The eventis the culmination of many months of prepara-
arbitrary decisions. They come along and tell the council$ion, fundraising, hard work and practice. The success of so
what is going to happen to them. That is not acceptable in many young people here at the weekend is measured by
democracy. People should have the right to object and to hayerticipation. This year's HPV Series saw more than 220
someone else review these decisions. The underlyingntries from government and non-government schools across
principle of our court system is: subject to appeal. Well,Australia, which included 32 teams which travelled from
people should have that right also. Because some of the$éctoria, New South Wales and Western Australia. The event
officials have their own agenda, that is no excuse for thesbad some 3 000 riders. As someone said during the speeches,
people behaving so arbitrarily. unless you are prepared for the event, after the first lap it

| put to this house that it is incumbent upon us to ensurdecomes very hard work. We are looking forward to having
that people have the right to object, are treated civilly and thaa celebrity event incorporated into one of the events in the not
costs should not escalate because of these arbitrary decisioteo distant future.

They are not unreasonable suggestions but terribly important Skills development is an important component as well as
because, the longer these people are allowed to get away witkarning opportunities in engineering, technology, computing,
this sort of decision making, the worse they get. Thereforenutrition and health, communication and planning. TAFE
once they go down this track, it is up to us to take steps tsupport from the Murray Bridge campus continues to provide
ensure that they are brought to account. Their decisiongpair, maintenance and technical support for vehicles, and
should be subject to review by a parliamentary committeefrom the Regency TAFE displays on the grounds during the
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day highlighting apprenticeships in areas such as electric#ldelaide. Giovanni was a well-liked and highly respected
and refrigeration mechanics. Support from the Engineeringnember of the Italian community. He was immensely proud
Employers Association of Australia also highlights that theof his Australian citizenship, but was equally proud of his
Pedal Prix fosters the skills and attributes required for careeligalian heritage. He was a former member of the Italian
in engineering. Carabinieri. Giovanni was well known and well recognised
The enthusiasm of many schools that enter a number a@fi our community as one of the Carabinieri handsome faces,
vehicles makes the event so successful that there is a waitimgsplendent often in those impressive coloured uniforms that
list for it. There was a waiting list for this year and no doubtwere so evident at numerous festivals and ceremonial
there will continue to be in the years to come. Each categorgccasions held across the state.
attracted a record number of applicants. The tourism and In 1977, largely through his own personal commitment
economic benefits to the area include an estimated $1.5 mifand persistence, | would have to say), the South Australian
lion boost for the Murray Bridge economy because of thearanch of the Carabinieri was created, with the consent and
large numbers who stay for both days of the event. Visitorstrong support of the Italian Carabinieri Association in Rome.
are attracted to the event, with more than 20 000 visitors tble was elected as its first president and held that position
the region and 4 000 people directly involved as ridersuntil the day he died, some 27 years later. His work and
drivers and support staff. The state government adds suppdeiadership of the South Australian Carabinieri Association
through its Regional Events and Festivals funding at $8 800vas recognised when he was awarded the national honour of
| am able to confirm that a further $10 000 came from DECSthe Centenary Medal for service to the community and
Congratulations must go to the organisers, includinghumerous multicultural organisations, so it was indeed
Andrew McLachlan, Marcus, Denise and all the members o@ppropriate that one of the eulogies given at his funeral
the board. Thanks to the sponsors and supporters for thegervice was delivered by a former South Australian police
energy and support. On the Wednesday before the event theremmissioner, David Hunt, who said:
was nothing at the reserve except the fence, which is referred His way of life was, to a large extent, guided by the precepts of
to as the Jolly fence for many reasons but particularly becaudaith, loyalty, discipline and service, and he exercised these

; ; haracteristics in a quiet and gentlemanly fashion. The influence of
of the generosity of the man behind the supply of the fenc%he disciplined life of the Arma dei Carabinieri is unmistakable. As

This event points to the future—learning by doing, 3 member and president of the Carabinieri section of South Australia,
harnessing green energy that is environmentally friendlyhe interacted with the law enforcement agencies and, in my

generating health and fitness among young people arrkperience, with SA Police.

i ; He extended the friendship and involvement of the South
promoting the value of teamwork to make a real dlfferenceAustralian section to embrace state and federal police and the Retired

| also highlight the two teams from my area: the Heightspgjice Officers Association. Any sentiment expressed about John
School and Modbury High School. While they were notScalzi would be couched in terms reflecting the fact that he was not
featured on the winning list, they did their schools proud.concerned with fame or celebrity but loyalty and service.
Victorian teams finished very strongly this year, and bothvir Hunt went on to say that a number of visiting dignitaries
categories were won by Victorian schools. Aberfoyle Hubhad described the South Australian section of the Carabinieri
Primary School and Loxton High School kept the Southas a significant champion in a community which is extreme-
Australian flag flying by winning categories 1 and 2 respeciy active and simulated’. It was, indeed, a privilege and a
tively. However, Eco Racer from St Therese’s Primarysource of much pride for the Scalzi family to see so many
School in Bendigo kept the Burning Hubcaps honest with golice officers—
close finish, whilst establishing the fastest lap of the race in  The SPEAK ER: Order! Honourable members on my left
its category. will take a seat or otherwise retire from the chamber to have
During the course of the 24 hours, a combined total otheir discussions, and not ignore the chair and the honourable
53 624 laps of the circuit were completed, covering a distancgember for Morialta who has the call—and with a restoration
of 110 787 kilometres. As Glenn Dix, the official chequeredof time for the member for Morialta.

flag waver, concluded: ‘Formula 1 is powered by money: this  MrsHALL: It was, indeed, a source of great pride for the

event is powered by the hearts of all participants.’ Scalzi family to see so many serving police officers, many of
them in uniform, and so many former police officers who
SCALZI, Mr G.G. came to pay their tribute to the life of Giovanni Scalzi. He

) ] was, indeed, a special person as | said. He was a gentleman
MrsHALL (Morialta): As we know, members of i, every sense of the word, and his contribution to this state
parliament meet and work with many diverse organisationgnq our diverse communities was, indeed, most significant.

and very special people within our local communitit_es, andye thank him, we value his personal commitment, and we
often they become personal friends. Today, | particularly.,ow he will be well remembered.

want to talk about and publicly acknowledge one very special

person: Giovanni Giacomo Scalzi, also affectionately known SENATE PREFERENCE SYSTEM

as John. Sadly for his family and many friends, Giovanni died

in August, just five weeks ago. | consider it a privlege to  Mr HANNA (Mitchell): | have been asked by a number

have joined Claudia, his wife of 54 years, and his three songf people about how the Senate preference system works. Of

Joe, Bill and Rino, along with their family and friends, at course, we have a federal election to be held on 9 October

St Francis of Assisi Church, Newton. The church was filled2004, and six senators are to be elected across the whole of

with people who wanted to be there to support his family, taSouth Australia. It is not a simple matter to explain how the

pay tribute to this very special person and to celebrate preferencing system works, but it clearly is a matter of public

wonderful life of nearly 80 years. interest. The legislation allows for voting for senators above
Giovanni migrated to Australia in 1956. He worked hardthe line, and that refers to the ability of voters to simply put

and, just over one year later, he had saved enough moneyadl in the box of their choice against party or the Senate team

bring his family to join him and make their home here in which they prefer. Each voter hopes that, at least, the first
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candidate at the top of the ticket in that Senate team will béhat acknowledges their professionalism and commitment to
elected with their vote. However, if it is not, their vote flows all of our communities. Their action can save lives; their
on at full value to one of the other Senate teams. The ordexctions can put their own lives at risk; their contribution to
of preference of the flow of those votes is determined by eackach of us is one of the most invaluable services provided to
individual party or Senate team, as the case may be. Qhe state and its people. | have often told CFS members over
course, there are some individuals standing for Senatmany years that the service that they provide is incalculable
positions in addition to the registered parties. The key thingn monetary terms, and that there is not a government in this
about this preference flow is that they are decided by theountry of ours that could afford to fully fund their volunteer
party executive, generally just a handful of people, ancfforts if they were ever to walk away and not contribute
excluding the majority of members of the party from directvoluntarily.
involvement in allocating those preferences. Perhaps thatis The Tea Tree Gully CFS is representative of all services
inevitable given the time frame within which those decisionsacross the state. Members have been recognised nationally
must be made. several times on their professional abilities and capabilities
| know that Professor Dean Jaensch has long advocatexs firefighters. The past year has been, what the members of
that there should not be above the line voting, because he htiee Tea Tree Gully CFS call, ‘an average year. They
expressed concern about the growing power of party exe@ttended some 205 incidents, with members of the brigade
utives over party members and voters themselves. | am ngtoviding 3 764 person hours attending these 205 incidents.
sure that he will report this speech, however, because | kno brief summary of the incidents attended include: 20 vehicle
that he has expressed great sympathy for the cause of thecidents, no injury; 23 vehicle accidents, rescue; 12 vehicle
Australian Democrats in the past, and my remarks may naaccidents with injury; 22 vehicle fires; 25 building fires; 33
suit him on this occasion. The flow of preferences, thengrass scrub fires; 7 brush fence fires; and a range of others.
depends on whether or not the lead candidate of the party or There are two points to make in this grievance: one, to
team preferred by the voter achieves the quota. The quotad&knowledge with sincere appreciation the responsibilities
easily worked out; it is about 14 per cent, because, if there atgndertaken by members of the CFS; and two, to question this
six positions to be elected, not more than six people can g@lovernment on its responsibilities to essential services and to
14 and a fraction per cent. That is a matter of mathematicghe people of this state who rely on these services. Tea Tree
Looking at the history of elections in South Australia in Gully CFS has responsibility for a busy urban fringe brigade
the last 20 years, one can see that it is expected that thegensisting of three appliances and 40 personnel. The annual
would be three Liberal senators elected and two Labobudget now provided by this government to operate and
senators elected, simply because of the bulk of votes goinglanage essential services in Tea Tree Gully is equivalent to
to those two older parties. There are, of course, now threene salary of a full-time firefighter. The operating annual
significant second order parties, that is to say, no lesbudget for the Tea Tree Gully CFS is $36 000. This means
significant in terms of their policies but not as established athat the volunteer men and women providing essential
Labor and Liberal. | refer to the Australian Democrats, theservices in Tea Tree Gully are being asked to maintain a
Australian Greens and the Family First parties. There are professional fire and emergency service to the community at
range of others who put forward Senate teams and par@n average cost for plant and personnel of about $8 per
candidates. operational hour. This also means that this very mean-minded
The most astonishing decision, in terms of Senat&jovernmenthas not provided emergency service levy funding
preferences this year, is for the Australian Democrats to givéo keep pace with inflation over the past three budgets.
their preferences to Family First ahead of the Greens. The Add to that significant running costs such as fuel,
extraordinary thing about that is that the Australian Demo#protective clothing and electricity, which have not been
crats and Australian Greens membership share very much factored into brigade budget allocations to provide the
common in terms of their values and principles. Family Firstfunding increases that these realistic cost pressures require.
however, are almost directly contradictory to the values and he amount of $36 000 in budget funding for Tea Tree Gully
principles put forward by the Democrats. Democrat votersis €quivalent to a 50 per cent cut over the past three years.
therefore, need to realise that if their Democrat candidatéhis government and its minister may find that that inappro-
does not get elected they stand a good chance of electing?&iate funding cut, which may save them a few thousand
Family First candidate to the Senate—in other wordsdollars, will now cost them several million dollars if they
someone who holds values directly contrary to their ownhave to step in and provide full-time funds in lieu of volun-
Democrat voters, when they become aware of this, wilteers in the future.
become extremely wary of placing a one for the Democrat Each of the brigades across this state is the equivalent of
party above the line because their vote, should the Democrat$1 million dollar enterprise, which requires state funding
vote be less than the Family First vote, will probably see dnvestment to sustain and maintain the emergency services
Family First senator elected in South Australia for the firstProvided by the volunteer professionals to all our communi-
time. The contest is essentially between the Greens arites. Because they are volunteers they do not seek full cost
Family First for that final spot, and Democrat voters will recovery for their services: they do not seek anything other

probably determine which of those two succeeds. than to do the job they volunteered to do. To be able to do
that job, they do need meagre funds to operate and manage
COUNTRY FIRE SERVICE that $1 million enterprise. However, meagre funding has

never meant replicating sweatshop funding of $8 per

TheHon.D.C. KOTZ (Newland): In each of our operational hour for 40 volunteer personnel working over
electorates, the Country Fire Service, staffed by volunteerg 764 hours attending 205 incidents. These are professional
provides one of the state’s significant essential services. Thadult men and women. They do not deserve to be treated like

men and women who volunteer their time to provide thesehildren playing in their toy box and handed out some pocket
services to our communities deserve every possible accoladeoney to keep them satisfied. Itis in the state’s best interest
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for this government to provide reasonable funding to essentiglerformer on the night was Cathryn McDonald. | have seen
service units, funding to which all taxpayers contribute quiteher perform over the past three years. She has the voice of an
substantially under the emergency services levy. angel and will be a star with respect to whatsoever form of
It would be quite outrageous for this government to crysinging she wishes to pursue in the future. She is an outstand-
poor, with a further windfall of additional revenue of ing talent.
$3.8 million last year collected from South Australians |guessitis a little unfair to single out specific performan-
through the emergency services levy because of increaseéds because each and every soloist | saw perform that night,
property values. The actual emergency services fund no&very member of the orchestra and every member of the choir
stands at $8.7 million—$3 million for contingencies leavesnot only enjoyed the event but also held their head high with
a $5.7 million surplus. | therefore call on this government andespect to the performance they gave that night. They are a
its Minister for Emergency Services to release at least somegredit to their schools and the public school system; they are
of the $3.7 million surplus revenue and invest more equitably credit to their parents; and, most importantly, they are a
in emergency services and the volunteers who provide theredit to themselves. | encourage all members of parliament

significant service. to attend future performances of the Festival of Music. It is
areal eye-opener to see how such an important performance
FESTIVAL OF MUSIC is coordinated throughout the public education system. It is

a credit to the department and, indeed, the executive of the
Mr CAICA (Colton): Last Thursday, 16 September, | South Australian Public Primary Schools Music Society.
was lucky enough to attend for the third year in a row one of

the 13 performances of the Festival of Music, and again it
was a fantastic performance. As | said, it is the third year in
a row | have attended. The previous two years, | was
fortunate enough that my son, Simon, was part of the

450 strong choir. This year he was not in it but that did not PARLIAMENTARY REMUNERATION
stop me from attending. Yet again | witnessed an outstandindRESTORATION OF PROVISIONS) AMENDMENT
performance given by the 450-plus choir, the soloists, the BILL

orchestra and selected guest performers from other DECS

schools throughout South Australia. On this particular night, TheHon. K.O. FOLEY (Deputy Premier) obtained

which was the final night, three schools from my electoratdeave and introduced a bill for an act to amend the Parliamen-

were participating—Grange Primary School, Seaton Parkary Remuneration Act 1990. Read a first time.

Primary School and Kidman Park Primary School. My other TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: | move:

schools—Fulham North Primary School, Henley Beach That this bill be now read a second time.

Primary School and Fulham Gardens Primary School— seek leave to have the second reading explanation inserted

performed on earlier nights, and | have been reliably inj, Hansardwithout my reading it.

formed that those performances, like each one of the 13 | gaye granted.

performa_nces, including the one | witnessed, were quite The Parliamentary Remuneration (Non-monetary Benefits)

outstanding. Amendment Bill 2004passed both Houses of Parliament in July
The Festival of Music is a joint presentation of the South2004. In essence the Bill required the Remuneration Tribunal to

Australian Public Primary Schools Music Society and themake a determination which provided Members of Parliament with

Department of Education and Children’s Services. It is ar} rgotolr ,\‘;lehict')e on ]E‘gmf. so far as possible the same as apply to
| concert series. This was the 110th year of the operas gra acyme war o8 lament. celat
annua : y p The Auditor General following passage of the legislation

tion and the 104th concert series. | can easily understand whiyformed the Government that, in his view, based on advice from the
this concert series has been given icon status in the state Afistralian Government Solicitor, the passage of the Bill did not
South Australia. In total, over 250 schools were representegPMPly with Section 59 of th€onstitution Act

. . . . The Government sought advice from the Solicitor General, Mr
at the Festival of Music, with over 6 500 student ChOIrChris Kourakis QC, who confirmed the advice received from the

members involved. It was an absolute privilege for me toayditor General.
witness the final performance on that night. Many people Following receipt of that information the Government announced
need to be congratulated, in particular, all those who dids intention to recommend to the Governor the introduction of an

i i ; dministrative scheme to supply Members of Parliament with a
partlplpate, the .SChOOlS that Wl.l"ngly commit each year to th%ehicle subject to a financial contribution from Members participat-
Festival of Music, the choir trainers from each of the school$ng in the scheme.

for their commitment and the quality that they bring to their ™ Details of that administrative arrangement will be finalised
schools and, in particular, Rosemary Nairne, who happens tortly. _ o _ _
be the Director of Music. | understand this was her final The scheme will be administered by Fleet SA and will be subject

: : : : 0 a $7 000 financial contribution from the electorate allowance of
performance and involvement with the Festival of Music aftel ;o Member who participates in the scheme. The scheme is

some 13years. | congratulate her for her outstandingtherwise separate from and independent of the allowance determi-

contribution over many years to this outstanding concerbation process of the Remuneration Tribunal.

series. In light of all the circumstances and in particular the proposal to
P : ; implement an administrative scheme involving a significantly greater

There were many. hlghllght§ for me at this pamcuIarfinancial contribution from Members of Parliament it is proposed to

performance. | am a bit of a softie and it brought a tear to myepeal theParliamentary Remuneration (Non Monetary Benefits)

eye when | saw the choir and the soloists singlegrs in ~ Amendment Act 20Caind to restore the law to the position which

Heaven The performance ofou’re the Voicgthe song made  eXisted prior to the enactment of those amendments.

famous by John Farnham, was another outstanding contribu- ! commend the Bill to Members.

tion that night. Interestingly, Melissa Weisbrodt and Michelle Part 1—Pr sixnﬁiLﬁa'\;’;T'ON OF CLAUSES

Evdokiou from Kidman Park Primary School performed as 1—Short title
soloists during the performance. Another outstanding 2—Amendment provisions
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These clauses are formal.
Part 2—Amendment of Parliamentary Remuneration
Act 1990

3—Amendment of section 4A—Non-monetary benefits

whom a service is provided such as a small business or larger
corporate provider. Changed standards and expectations in regard
to transparency and accountability are now much more explicit than
in the past and th8tatutes Amendment (Honesty and Accountability
4—Repeal of section 4B in Government) Act 200®rovides a clear framework for the
These clauses restore the text of Baliamentary Remu- operation of the public sector, including the Podiatry Board of South
neration Act 1990to what it was immediately before the Australia.
commencement of thBarliamentary Remuneration (Non- A clear principle underpinning the Bill emphasises the need for
monetary Benefits) Amendment Act 2004 transparency and accountability in the delivery of services not only
Schedule 1—Transitional provisions by the individual podiatrist, but also by the organisations that provide
The Schedule revokes the requirement in the Schedule to tHeodiatry through the instrumentality of podiatrists (podiatric services
Parliamentary Remuneration (Non-monetary Benefits) Amendmegtoviders).
Act 2004(so that the Remuneration Tribunal is not required to make  The Bill ensures that the Board cannot restrict the access of such
a determination in accordance with that Schedule and any determinarganisations to the market of podiatry. However, The Bill protects
tion so made is declared to be void and of no effect). the chjlb”c by ensuang rt]hat services ;:;(roviders (ﬁther th(ajm exerznpt
. roviders) must make their existence known to the Board. Further-
Mr HAMILTON-SMITH secured the adjournment of the ﬁ’lore, th(g disciplinary powers of the Board extend to services
debate. providers (other than exempt providers) and persons who occupy
positions of authority in such organisations. The Bill requires all
services providers (including exempt providers) to report to the
Board unprofessional conduct or medical unfithess of persons

- - through whom they provide podiatric treatment. In this way, the
TheHon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health) obtained oard can ensure that services are provided in a manner consistent

leave and introduced a bill for an act to protect the health angith a professional code of conduct and the interests of the public
safety of the public by providing for the registration of are protected. It also ensures that private services providers (other

podiatrists and podiatry students; to regulate the provision ghan exempt providers) can be subject to disciplinary proceedings.
podiatric treatment for the purpose of maintaining highExempt providers are those hospitals and health centres incorporated

r licensed under th8outh Australian Health Commission Act 1976
standards of competence and conduct by the persons WhRspitals and health centres are subject to the regulatory and

provide it; to repeal the Chiropodists Act 1950; and for othefdisciplinary scheme of that Act. They are accountable to the Minister
purposes. Read a first time. for Health for the services they provide and it is therefore not
. . appropriate that they should also be accountable, under this

The H‘?“- ‘L' STEVENS: I move: ) legislation, to the Medical Board except in so far as they are required
That this bill be now read a second time. to report to the Board unprofessional conduct or medical unfitness.

; PR e Bill also ensures that the individual practitioner is not subject

! seek leave '.[0 have the se(_:onq reading explanation Insert%(oainﬂuences by a services provider that may conflict with his or her
in Tansardwnhogt my reading it. professional judgements and conduct by making it an offence to

eave granted.

direct or pressure a podiatrist or podiatric student to engage in
The Podiatry Practice Bill will replace ti@hiropodists Act 1950  UnProfessional conduct.
It is 54 years since the Chiropodists Act came into force and there

PODIATRY PRACTICE BILL

While consumers have higher expectations of their health
have been significant changes in podiatry practice and in the broadBfactitioners, Governments also have higher expectations of all
society during that time. This Bill, which has as its primary aim theProfessionals and those who occupy public office. As a society, we

protection of the health and safety of the public, will modernise th?@ve higher expectations of the health system as a whole. The
regulation of the podiatry profession in South Australia. podiatry profession also reflects this change in expectations. For
This Bill is one of a number of Bills relating to the regulation of example, the Australasian Podiatry Council states that the role of a

health professionals in South Australia and it, like the other Bills toPdiatristis:

be introduced, is based on thedical Practice Bill 20041 would

like to point out to the House therefore that the other Bills to be
introduced later this session will be very similar and for the most part
identical to this Bill.

Members will recall that this Bill was introduced during the last
session but lapsed when Parliament was prorogued.

When introducing this Bill | acknowledged the role played by my
predecessor, the Hon Dean Brown MP and his staff in the develop-
ment of this legislation. At the time that the Hon Deputy Leader was
the Minister | was supportive of the Bill and recognised the need for
the 1950 Act to be revamped to accommodate the many changes
which have occurred over the previous years.

The Chiropody Board of South Australia (to be known as the
Podiatry Board of South Australia under the new legislation) has
identified the deficiencies of the current legislation for some time
now and has been very supportive of new legislation to address the
problems with the Act.

I said, when introducing the Medical Practice Bill into the House,
that we live in a world which is more demanding of its professionals
than in the past and consumers are demanding a different relationship
with professionals. By and large consumers today want a service

To improve mobility and enhance the independence of
individuals by the prevention and management of pathologi-
cal foot problems and associated morbidity. This is achieved
by providing advice on foot health, assessment and diagnosis
of foot pathology, identification of treatment and other
requirements, referral to other disciplines as appropriate,
formulation of care plans, and provision of direct care as
deemed appropriate and agreed to by the individual.

To establish collaborative relationships with other health care
providers. To promote the skills of the podiatrist and provide
information regarding foot care and appropriate support to
other health professionals and carers.

To be a primary source of information for the community in
all matters relating to the foot.

To ensure podiatry is conducted in a manner consistent with
registration acts in each State and Territory and the Code of
Ethics of the Australian Podiatry Association.

To practise in accordance with developments in clinical
practice, research and technology.

To ensure that communication with patients is respected and
remains confidential.

based on a partnership model of care where both the practitioner and As is clear from this description, podiatry is described in very
the consumer are active participants in that care. | believe that thimodern terms and is consistent with the role of podiatry as having
is just as true for this Bill. a significant role in primary health care. Itis clear that protecting and
Increasingly, consumers are becoming more informed about thegupporting mobility as much as possible is crucial to a person’s
health and have higher expectations of the services available to theimealth and well-being. It is also clear that podiatrists work in a range
On the other hand, podiatrists also provide care for a large numbef practice settings. These vary from individual practitioners,
of older people who may not be so well informed and trust in thepractitioners working collaboratively with a range of other health
care and information provided by their podiatrist. professionals and working as salaried professionals in the govern-
Overall in society there has been a shift in, or greater articulatiorment and non-government sectors.
of, expectations and standards regarding professional conduct aithis Bill, which is supported by the Chiropody Board of South
competence. There has also been a greater demand for transpareAatralia, reflects the modern role of podiatrists and their relation-
and accountability of individual practitioners and of those throughship with consumers and other health professionals.
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The Bill, like the Medical Practice Bill, has provisions regarding
the medical fitness of registered persons and requires that where a
determination is made of a person’s fithess to provide treatment, due
regard is given to the person'’s ability to provide treatment without
endangering a patient’s health or safety. This can include consider-
ation of communicable infections.

This is particularly relevant to the area of surgical podiatry where
the provisions recognise that there is a considerable difference
between a surgical podiatrist with a communicable disease such as
Hepatitis C or HIV, and a psychologist with a similar disease, in
relation to the danger they may present to their patients.

This approach was agreed to by all the major medical and in-
fection control stakeholders when developing the provisions for the
Medical Practice Bill and is in line with the way in which these
matters are handled in other jurisdictions, and across the world. Itis
therefore appropriate that similar provisions be used in the Podiatry
Practice Bill.

| indicated in my speech when tabling the Medical Practice Bill
that my preference was to have members of the Board representing
the professions to be taken from all eligible members, and elected
by them, rather than being restricted to representatives of a profes-
sional association. My approach is consistent with that adopted in
the Nurses Act 199@&nd theDental Practice Act 200ivhere no
particular association is privileged by being specifically named in
the Act. This is the approach | have adopted with the Podiatry
Practice Bill.

Provision is made for 3 elected podiatrists on the Board, and 1
podiatrist selected by me from a panel of 3 podiatrists nominated by
the Council of the University of South Australia. The membership
of the Board also includes a legal practitioner, a registered profes-
sional who is not a podiatrist and 2 persons who are neither legal
practitioners nor podiatrists. This ensures there is a balance on the
Board between podiatrists and non-podiatrists.

In addition | have introduced a provision that will restrict the
length of time which any one member of the Board can serve to 3
consecutive 3 year terms. This is to ensure that the Board has the
benefit of fresh thinking. It will not restrict a person’s capacity to
serve on the Board at a later time but it does mean that after 3 terms,
or 9 years, they will have to have a break.

| have also made some changes to the process used by the Board
in hearing complaints to ensure that the person with the complaint
will always be involved in the proceedings and has a right to this. As
the previous Bill was drafted, only a party to the proceedings had a
right to be present during the hearing of the proceedings. Most
complaints are taken to the Board by the Registrar acting on behalf
of the complainant. Complainants do not usually take their own case
to the Board for fear of having costs awarded against them and
because they are not a party to the proceedings, they do not legally
have a right to be present during the hearing of those proceedings.
This is obviously an unsatisfactory situation and | have had the
relevant provisions of the Medical Practice Bill mirrored in this Bill
to provide a right for the complainant to be present at the hearing of
the proceedings. This ensures that proceedings are transparent from
the perspective of the person making the complaint.

New to the Podiatry Practice Bill is the registration of students.
This provision is support by the Chiropody Board and the University
of South Australia, which is the provider for education of podiatry
students.

The codes of professional conduct developed by the Board will
need to be approved by me. This is to ensure that codes do not
contain measures that can be used to restrict competition but rather,
focus on public protection. In addition, podiatrists and podiatric
services providers will be required to have insurance cover that is
approved by the Board to protect against civil liabilities. This is to
ensure that there is adequate protection for the public should
circumstances arise where this is necessary.

This Bill balances the needs of the public with those of the pro-
fession and services providers. It also ensures a more modern app-
roach in accountability and standards of care. As | stated in the
beginning, this Bill is one of a number of bills that regulate registered
health professionals and the standards and expectations established
in this Bill will be consistently applied to the other bills to be intro-
duced later in the year. This will ensure that South Australia has
consistent standards across all services provided by registered health
practitioners.

| believe this Bill will provide a much-improved system for
regulating the podiatry profession in South Australia and | commend
it to all members.

EXPLANATION OF CLAUSES

Part 1—Preliminary

1—Short title

2—Commencement
These clauses are formal.

3—Interpretation
This clause defines key terms used in the measure.

4—Medical fitnessto provide podiatric treatment
This clause provides that in making a determination as to a
person’s medical fitness to provide podiatric treatment, regard
must be given to the question of whether the person is able
to provide treatment personally to a patient without endanger-
ing the patient’s health or safety.

Part 2—Podiatry Board of South Australia

Division 1—Establishment of Board

5—Establishment of Board
This clause establishes the Podiatry Board of South Australia
as a body corporate with perpetual succession, a common
seal, the capacity to litigate in its corporate name and all the
powers of a natural person capable of being exercised by a
body corporate.

Division 2—Board’s member ship

6—Composition of Board
This clause provides for the Board to consist of 8 members
appointed by the Governor, empowers the Governor to
appoint deputy members and requires at least 1 member of
the Board to be a woman and 1 to be a man.

7—Termsand conditions of member ship
This clause provides for members of the Board to be appoint-
ed for a term not exceeding 3 years and to be eligible for re-
appointment on expiry of a term of appointment. However,
a member of the Board may not hold office for consecutive
terms that exceed 9 years in total. The clause sets out the
circumstances in which a member’s office becomes vacant
and the grounds on which the Governor may remove a
member from office. It also allows members whose terms
have expired, or who have resigned, to continue to act as
members to hear part-heard proceedings under Part 4.

8—Presiding member and deputy
This clause requires the Minister, after consultation with the
Board, to appoint a podiatrist member of the Board to be the
presiding member of the Board, and another podiatrist
member to be the deputy presiding member.

9—Vacancies or defectsin appointment of members
This clause ensures acts and proceedings of the Board are not
invalid by reason only of a vacancy in its membership or a
defect in the appointment of a member.

10—Remuneration
This clause entitles a member of the Board to remuneration,
allowances and expenses determined by the Governor.

Division 3—Registrar and staff of Board

11—Registrar of Board
This clause provides for the appointment of a Registrar by the
Board on terms and conditions determined by the Board.

12—Other staff of Board
This clause provides for the Board to have such other staff as
it thinks necessary for the proper performance of its func-
tions.

Division 4—General functionsand powers

13—Functions of Board
This clause sets out the functions of the Board and requires
it to perform its functions with the object of protecting the
health and safety of the public by achieving and maintaining
high professional standards both of competence and conduct
in the provision of podiatric treatment in South Australia.

14—Committees
This clause empowers the Board to establish committees to
advise the Board or the Registrar, or to assist the Board to
carry out its functions.

15—Delegations
This clause empowers the Board to delegate its functions or
powers to a member of the Board, the Registrar, an employee
of the Board or a committee established by the Board.

Division 5—Board’s procedures

16—Board’s procedures
This clause deals with matters relating to the Board’s
procedures such as the quorum at meetings, the chairing of
meetings, voting rights, the holding of conferences by
telephone and other electronic means and the keeping of
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minutes.

17—Conflict of interest etc under Public Sector

Management Act
This clause provides that a member of the Board will not be
taken to have a direct or indirect interest in a matter for the
purposes of théPublic Sector Management Act 199y
reason only of the fact that the member has an interest in the
matter that is shared in common with podiatrists generally or
a substantial section of podiatrists in this State.

18—Powers of Board in relation to witnesses etc
This clause sets out the powers of the Board to summons
witnesses and require the production of documents and other
evidence in proceedings before the Board.

19—Principles gover ning proceedings
This clause provides that the Board is not bound by the rules
of evidence and requires it to act according to equity, good
conscience and the substantial merits of the case without
regard to technicalities and legal forms. It requires the Board
to keep all parties to proceedings before the Board properly
informed about the progress and outcome of the proceedings.

20—Representation at proceedings before Board
This clause entitles a party to proceedings before the Board
to be represented at the hearing of those proceedings.

21—Costs
This clause empowers the Board to award costs against a
party to proceedings before the Board and provides for the
taxation of costs by a Master of the District Court in the event
that a party is dissatisfied with the amount of costs awarded
by the Board.

Division 6—Accounts, audit and annual report

22—Accounts and audit
This clause requires the Board to keep proper accounting
records in relation to its financial affairs, to have annual
statements of account prepared in respect of each financial
year and to have the accounts audited annually by an auditor
approved by the Auditor-General and appointed by the Board.

23—Annual report
This clause requires the Board to prepare an annual report for
the Minister and requires the Minister to table the report in
Parliament.

Part 3—Registration and practice

Division 1—Registers

24—Registers
This clause requires the Registrar to keep certain registers and
specifies the information required to be included in each
register. It also requires the registers to be kept available for
inspection by the public and permits access to be made
available by electronic means. The clause requires registered
persons to notify a change of name or nominated contact
address within 1 month of the change. A maximum penalty
of $250 is fixed for non-compliance.

25—Authority conferred by registration
This clause sets out the kind of podiatric treatment that
registration on each particular register authorises a registered
person to provide.

Division 2—Registration

26—Registration of natural persons on general or

specialist register
This clause provides for full and limited registration of
natural persons on the general register or the specialist
register.

27—Registration of podiatry students
This clause requires persons to register as podiatry students
before undertaking a course of study that provides qualifica-
tions for registration on the general register, or before
providing podiatric treatment as part of a course of study
related to podiatry being undertaken in another State, and
provides for full or limited registration of podiatry students.

28—Application for registration and provisional

registration
This clause deals with applications for registration. It
empowers the Board to require applicants to submit medical
reports or other evidence of medical fithess to provide
podiatric treatment or to obtain additional qualifications or
experience before determining an application. It also
empowers the Registrar to grant provisional registration if it
appears likely that the Board will grant an application for
registration.

29—Removal from register or specialty

This clause requires the Registrar to remove a person from
a register or a specialty on application by the person or in
certain specified circumstances (for example, suspension or
cancellation of the person’s registration under this measure).

30—Reinstatement on register or in specialty
This clause makes provision for reinstatement of a person on
a register or in a specialty. It empowers the Board to require
applicants for reinstatement to submit medical reports or
other evidence of medical fithess to provide podiatric
treatment or to obtain additional qualifications or experience
before determining an application.

31—Feesand returns
This clause deals with the payment of registration, reinstate-
ment and annual practice fees, and requires registered persons
to furnish the Board with an annual return in relation to their
practice of podiatry, continuing podiatric education and other
matters relevant to their registration under the measure. It
empowers the Board to remove from a register a person who
fails to pay the annual practice fee or furnish the required
return.

Division 3—Special provisions relating to podiatric

services providers

32—Information to be given to Board by podiatric

services providers
This clause requires a podiatric services provider to notify the
Board of the provider'’s name and address, the names and
addresses of the podiatrists through the instrumentality of
whom the provider is providing podiatric treatment and other
information. It also requires the provider to notify the Board
of any change in particulars required to be given to the Board
and makes it an offence to contravene or fail to comply with
the clause. A maximum penalty of $10 000 is fixed. The
Board is required to keep a record of information provided
to the Board under this clause available for inspection at the
office of the Board and may make it available to the public
electronically.

Division 4—Restrictions relating to provision of

podiatric treatment

33—lllegal holding out asregistered person
This clause makes it an offence for a person to hold himself
or herself out as a registered person of a particular class or
permit another person to do so unless registered on the
appropriate register. It also makes it an offence for a person
to hold out another as a registered person of a particular class
unless the other person is registered on the appropriate
register. In both cases a maximum penalty of $50 000 or
imprisonment for 6 months is fixed.

34—Illlegal holding out concerning limitations or

conditions
This clause makes it an offence for a person whose registra-
tion is restricted, limited or conditional to hold himself or
herself out, or permit another person to hold him or her out,
as having registration that is unrestricted or not subject to a
limitation or condition. It also makes it an offence for a
person to hold out another whose registration is restricted,
limited or conditional as having registration that is unrestrict-
ed or not subject to a limitation or condition. In each case a
mefgxir’r&um penalty of $50 000 or imprisonment for 6 months
is fixed.

35—Use of certain titles or descriptions prohibited
This clause creates a number of offences prohibiting a person
who is not appropriately registered from using certain words
or their derivatives to describe himself or herself or services
that they provide, or in the course of advertising or promoting
services that they provide. In each case a maximum penalty
of $50 000 is fixed.

36—Prohibition on provision of podiatric treatment

by unqualified per sons
This clause makes it an offence to provide podiatric treatment
for fee or reward unless the person is a qualified person or
provides the treatment through the instrumentality of a
qualified person. A maximum penalty of $50 000 or impris-
onment for 6 months is fixed for the offence. However, these
provisions do not apply to podiatric treatment provided by an
unqualified person in prescribed circumstances. In addition,
the Governor is empowered, by proclamation, to grant an
exemption if of the opinion that good reason exists for doing
so in the particular circumstances of a case. The clause makes
it an offence punishable by a maximum fine of $50 000 to
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contravene or fail to comply with a condition of an exemp-
tion.

37—Board’s approval required where podiatrist or

podiatry student has not practised for 5years
This clause prohibits a registered person who has not
provided podiatric treatment of a kind authorised by their
registration for 5 years or more from providing such treat-
ment for fee or reward without the prior approval of the
Board and fixes a maximum penalty of $20 000. The Board
is empowered to require an applicant for approval to obtain
qualifications and experience and to impose conditions on the
person’s registration.

Part 4—Investigations and proceedings
Division 1—Preliminary

38—Interpretation
This clause provides that in this Part the teoosupier of a
position of authority, podiatric services provider and
registered person includes a person who is not but who was,
at the relevant time, an occupier of a position of authority, a
podiatric services provider, or a registered person.

39—Cause for disciplinary action
This clause specifies what constitutes proper cause for
disciplinary action against a registered person, a podiatric
services provider or a person occupying a position of
authority in a corporate or trustee podiatric services provider.

Division 2—Investigations

40—Power s of inspectors
This clause sets out the powers of inspectors to investigate
certain matters.

41—Offenceto hinder etc inspector
This clause makes it an offence for a person to hinder an
inspector, use certain language to an inspector, refuse or fail
to comply with a requirement of an inspector, refuse or fail
to answer questions to the best of the person’s knowledge,
information or belief, or falsely represent that the person is
an inspector. A maximum penalty of $10 000 is fixed.

Division 3—Proceedings before Board

42—Obligation toreport medical unfitnessor unpro-

fessional conduct of podiatrist or podiatry student
This clause requires certain classes of persons to report to the
Board if of the opinion that a podiatrist or podiatry studentis
or may be medically unfit to provide podiatry treatment. A
maximum penalty of $5 000 is fixed for non-compliance. It
also requires podiatric services providers and exempt
providers to report to the Board if of the opinion that a
podiatrist or podiatry student through whom the provider
provides podiatric treatment has engaged in unprofessional
conduct. A maximum penalty of $10 000 is fixed for non-
compliance. The Board must cause reports to be investigated.

43—M edical fitness of podiatrist or podiatry student
This clause empowers the Board to suspend the registration
of a podiatrist or podiatry student, impose conditions on
registration restricting the right to provide podiatric treatment
or other conditions requiring the person to undergo counsel-
ling or treatment, or to enter into any other undertaking if, on
application by certain persons or after an investigation under
clause 42, and after due inquiry, the Board is satisfied that the
podiatrist or podiatry student is medically unfit to provide
podiatric treatment and that it is desirable in the public
interest to take such action.

44—Inquiries by Board as to matters constituting

groundsfor disciplinary action
This clause requires the Board to inquire into a complaint
relating to matters alleged to constitute grounds for disciplin-
ary action against a person unless the Board considers the
complaint to be frivolous or vexatious. If after conducting an
inquiry, the Board is satisfied that there is proper cause for
taking disciplinary action, the Board can censure the person,
order the person to pay a fine of up to $10 000 or prohibit the
person from carrying on business as a podiatric services
provider or from occupying a position of authority in a
corporate or trustee podiatric services provider. If the person
is registered, the Board may impose conditions on the
person’s right to provide podiatric treatment, suspend the
person’s registration for a period not exceeding 1 year, cancel
the person’s registration, or disqualify the person from being
registered.

If a person fails to pay a fine imposed by the Board, the
Board may remove their name from the appropriate
register.
45—Contravention of prohibition order
This clause makes it an offence to contravene a prohibition
order made by the Board or to contravene or fail to comply
with a condition imposed by the Board. A maximum penalty
of $75 000 or imprisonment for 6 months is fixed.
46—Register of prohibition orders
This clause requires the Registrar to keep a register of
prohibition orders made by the Board. The register must be
kept available for inspection at the office of the Registrar and
may be made available to the public electronically.
47—Variation or revocation of conditionsimposed by
Board
This clause empowers the Board, on application by a
registered person, to vary or revoke a condition imposed by
the Board on his or her registration.
48—Consgtitution of Board for purpose of proceedings
This clause sets out how the Board is to be constituted for the
purpose of hearing and determining proceedings under Part
4

49—Provisions as to proceedings before Boar d
This clause deals with the conduct of proceedings by the
Board under Part 4.

Part 5—Appeals

50—Right of appeal to District Court
This clause provides a right of appeal to the District Court
against certain acts and decisions of the Board.

51—Operation of order may be suspended
This clause empowers the Board or the Court to suspend the
operation of an order made by the Board where an appeal is
instituted or intended to be instituted.

52—Variation or revocation of conditionsimposed by

Court
This clause empowers the District Court, on application by
aregistered person, to vary or revoke a condition imposed by
the Court on his or her registration.

Part 6—M iscellaneous

53—Interpretation
This clause defines terms used in Part 6.

54—Offence to contravene conditions of registration
This clause makes it an offence for a person to contravene or
fail to comply with a condition of his or her registration and
fixes a maximum penalty of $75 000 or imprisonment for six
months.

55—Registered person etc must declare interest in

prescribed business
This clause requires a registered person or prescribed relative
of a registered person who has an interest in a prescribed
business to give the Board notice of the interest and of any
change in such an interest. It fixes a maximum penalty of
$20 000 for non-compliance. It also prohibits a registered
person from referring a patient to, or recommending that a
patient use, a health service provided by the business and
from prescribing, or recommending that a patient use, a
health product manufactured, sold or supplied by the business
unless the registered person has informed the patient in
writing of his or her interest or that of his or her prescribed
relative. A maximum penalty of $20 000 is fixed for a
contravention. However, it is a defence to a charge of an
offence or unprofessional conduct for a registered person to
prove that he or she did not know and could not reasonably
have been expected to know that a prescribed relative had an
interest in the prescribed business to which the referral,
recommendation or prescription that is the subject of the
proceedings relates.

56—Offence to give, offer or accept benefit for

referral or recommendation
This clause makes it an offence—

(a) for any person to give or offer to give a registered
person or prescribed relative of a registered person a
benefit as an inducement, consideration or reward for the
registered person referring, recommending or prescribing
a health service or health product provided, sold, etc. by
the person; or

(b) for a registered person or prescribed relative of a
registered person to accept from any person a benefit
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offered or given as ainducement, consideration or reward

for such a referral, recommendation or prescription.

In each case a maximum penalty of $75 000 is fixed for

a contravention.

57—Improper directions to podiatrists or podiatry

students
This clause makes it an offence for a person who provides
podiatric treatment through the instrumentality of a podiatrist
or podiatry student to direct or pressure the podiatrist or
student to engage in unprofessional conduct. It also makes it
an offence for a person occupying a position of authority in
a corporate or trustee podiatric services provider to direct or
pressure a podiatrist or podiatry student through whom the
provider provides podiatric treatment to engage in unprofes-
_sic;_naldconduct. In each case a maximum penalty of $75 000
is fixed.

58—Procurement of registration by fraud
This clause makes it an offence for a person to fraudulently
or dishonestly procure registration or reinstatement of
registration (whether for himself or herself or another person)
and fixes a maximum penalty of $20 000 or imprisonment for
6 months.

59—Statutory declarations
This clause empowers the Board to require information
provided to the Board to be verified by statutory declaration.

60—False or miseading statement
This clause makes it an offence for a person to make a false
or misleading statement in a material particular (whether by
reason of inclusion or omission of any particular) in informa-
tion provided under the measure and fixes a maximum
penalty of $20 000.

61—Registered person must report medical unfitness

toBoard
This clause requires a registered person who becomes aware
that he or she is or may be medically unfit to provide
podiatric treatment to immediately give written notice of that
fact of the Board and fixes a maximum penalty of $10 000 for
non-compliance.

62—Report to Boar d of cessation of statusas student
This clause requires the person in charge of an educational
institution to notify the Board that a podiatry student has
ceased to be enrolled at that institution in a course of study
providing qualifications for registration on the general
register. A maximum penalty of $5 000 is fixed for non-
compliance. It also requires a person registered as a podiatry
student who completes, or ceases to be enrolled in, the course
of study that formed the basis for that registration to give
written notice of that fact to the Board. A maximum penalty
of $1 250 is fixed for non-compliance.

63—Registered personsand podiatric services provid-

erstobeindemnified against loss
This clause prohibits registered persons and podiatric services
providers from providing podiatric treatment unless insured
or indemnified in a manner and to an extent approved by the
Board against civil liabilities that might be incurred by the
person or provider in connection with the provision of such
treatment or proceedings under Part 4 against the person or
provider. It fixes a maximum penalty of $10 000 and
empowers the Board to exempt persons or classes of persons
from the requirement to be insured or indemnified.

64—I nformation relating to claim against registered

person or podiatric services provider to be provided
This clause requires a person against whom a claim is made
for alleged negligence committed by a registered person in
the course of providing podiatric treatment to provide the
Board with prescribed information relating to the claim. It
also requires a podiatric services provider to provide the
Board with prescribed information relating to a claim made
against the provider for alleged negligence by the provider
in connection with the provision of podiatric treatment. The
clause fixes a maximum penalty of $10 000 for non-compli-
ance.

65—Victimisation
This clause prohibits a person from victimising another
person (the victim) on the ground, or substantially on the
ground, that the victim has disclosed or intends to disclose
information, or has made or intends to make an allegation,
that has given rise or could give rise to proceedings against
the person under this measure. Victimisation is the causing

of detriment including injury, damage or loss, intimidation
or harassment, threats of reprisals, or discrimination,
disadvantage or adverse treatment in relation to the victim’s
employment or business. An act of victimisation may be dealt
with as a tort or as if it were an act of victimisation under the
Equal Opportunity Act 1984
66—Self-incrimination
This clause provides that if a person is required to provide
information or to produce a document, record or equipment
under this measure and the information, document, record or
equipment would tend to incriminate the person or make the
person liable to a penalty, the person must nevertheless
provide the information or produce the document, record or
equipment, but the information, document, record or equip-
ment so provided or produced will not be admissible in
evidence against the person in proceedings for an offence,
other than an offence against this measure or any other Act
relating to the provision of false or misleading information.
67—Punishment of conduct that constitutesan offence
This clause provides that if conduct constitutes both an
offence against the measure and grounds for disciplinary
action under the measure, the taking of disciplinary action is
not a bar to conviction and punishment for the offence, and
conviction and punishment for the offence is not a bar to
disciplinary action.
68—Vicariousliability for offences
This clause provides that if a corporate or trustee podiatric
services provider or other body corporate is guilty of an
offence against this measure, each person occupying a
position of authority in the provider or body corporate is
guilty of an offence and liable to the same penalty as is
prescribed for the principal offence unless it is proved that the
person could not, by the exercise of reasonable care, have
prevented the commission of the principal offence.
69—Application of fines
This clause provides that fines imposed for offences against
the measure must be paid to the Board.
70—Board may require medical examination or
report
This clause empowers the Board to require a registered
person or a person applying for registration or reinstatement
of registration to submit to an examination by a health
professional or provide a medical report from a health
professional, including an examination or report that will
require the person to undergo a medically invasive procedure.
If the person fails to comply the Board can suspend the
person’s registration until further order.
71—Ministerial review of decisonsrelating to cour ses
This clause gives a provider of a course of education or
training the right to apply to the Minister for a review of a
decision of the Board to refuse to approve the course for the
purposes of the measure or to revoke the approval of a
course.
72—Confidentiality
This clause makes it an offence for a person engaged or
formerly engaged in the administration of the measure or the
repealed Act (theChiropodists Act 1950to divulge or
communicate personal information obtained (whether by that
person or otherwise) in the course of official duties except—
(a) as required or authorised by or under this measure
or any other Act or law; or
(b) with the consent of the person to whom the
information relates; or
(c) in connection with the administration of this
measure or the repealed Act; or
(d) to an authority responsible under the law of a place
outside this State for the registration or licensing of
persons who provide podiatric treatment, where the
information is required for the proper administration of
that law; or
(e) to an agency or instrumentality of this State, the
Commonwealth or another State or a Territory of the
Commonwealth for the purposes of the proper perform-
ance of its functions.
However, the clause does not prevent disclosure of
statistical or other data that could not reasonably be
expected to lead to the identification of any person to
whom it relates. Personal information that has been
disclosed for a particular purpose must not be used for
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any other purpose by the person to whom it was disclosed The Bill was released for public consultation last year and has
or any other person who gains access to the informatiotbeen amended and improved as a result of the comments received.

(whether properly or improperly and directly or indirect- Civil Penalties

ly) as a result of that disclosure. A maximum penalty of  Most significantly the Bill proposes the introduction of civil

$10 000 is fixed for a contravention of the clause. penalties into the Act in accordance with the Government’s election

73—Service commitment. South Australia will be the first of the Australian States
This clause sets out the methods by which notices and other Territories to adopt this valuable tool for environment protection.
documents may be served. The Bill will empower the EPA to negotiate a civil penalty in

74—Evidentiary provision respect of a contravention of the Act, or apply to the Environment,

This clause provides evidentiary aids for the purposes oResources and Development Court for an order that a person pay to
proceedings for offences and for proceedings under Part 4the EPA an amount as a civil penalty. The civil penalties will only

75—Regulations be applicable to less serious strict liability offences, leaving existing
This clause empowers the Governor to make regulations. Criminal provisions in the Act to deal with more serious offences.
Schedule 1—Repeal and transitional provisions By applying a balance of probability burden of proof and enabling

This Schedule repeals th€hiropodists Act 1950and makes the direct negotiation of penalties with a person in contravention of
transitional provisions with respect to the Board and registrationsth® Act civil penalties will aid a more effective and efficient
Schedule 2—Further provisions relating to Board environment protection enforcement system in this State.
This Schedule sets out the obligations of members of the Board in Tr|1e C'V'r'] penafl}y ZYSteT]. arlllohws fﬁr thg EPA to r}egl?tla_te a
relation to personal or pecuniary interests. It also protects membeR§Nalty with an ofiender which has the advantage of allowing a
of the Board, members of committees of the Board, the Registrar dontravention of the Act to be dealt with quickly and without Court
the Board and any other person engaged in the administration oftt‘{"@StS- In the event that negotiations fail an application may be made
measure from personal liability. The Schedule will expire whentO the Court to resolve the matter.

section 6H of théPublic Sector Management Act 198 inserted . In particular, the immediacy of the punishment to the contraven-
by the Statutes Amendment (Honesty and Accountability irfion will create an increased deterrent to polluters in South Australia.
Government) Act 2003omes into operation. This system is consistent with community expectation for prompt

. punishment of offenders.
Mr HAMILTON-SMITH secured the adjournment of the This system has been inspired by the successful use of civil penalties

debate. in the United States for over 25 years and promises a more efficient
option for enforcement.
ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION gg\;evrjeﬁleesis civil penalties, amendments to several offences under
(MISCELLANEOUS) AMENDMENT BILL p '

the Act are being proposed to strengthen the power of the EPA and
. . administering agencies, such as local councils, to protect the

TheHon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Environment and  environment.
Conservation) obtained leave and introduced a bill for an act ~ Of particular importance is a proposed change to the offence of

to amend the Environment Protection Act 1993. Read a firsgnvironmental nuisance to make the offence one of strict liability.
his amendment will bring the level of proof required for environ-

time. mental nuisance in line with the hierarchy of environmental offences
TheHon. J.D. HILL: | move: in the Act.
That this bill be now read a second time. Currently there are three elements of proof required to successful-

) L ly prosecute the offence. Firstly, the person must have caused an
| seek leave to have the second reading explanation insertégvironmental nuisance, secondly, the person must have polluted the
in Hansardwithout my reading it. environment intentionally or recklessly and thirdly, the person, when

Leave granted undertaking the act, must have had the knowledge that an environ-

g ) . . mental nuisance will or might result from the activity. The latter two

The Environment Protection (Miscellaneous) Amendment Billcomponents have resulted in it being easier for the EPA to prosecute
2004 represents a significant strengthening of Emwironment  more serious breaches of the Act, such as serious or material
Protection Act 1993nd, together with th&tatutes Amendment environmental harm under sections 79(2) and 80(2) of the Act, than
(Environment Protection) Act 200@emonstrates the Government's it is to prosecute for an environmental nuisance.
commitment to enhancing environment protection in South Australia. ~ Additionally, the protection against self-incrimination for

As this place would recall, thBtatutes Amendment (Environment corporations is proposed to be limited for most purposes in the Act,
Protection) Act 2002ddressed the Government's election commit-such that information sought by and provided to the EPA from a
ments to increase the independence of the Environment Protecti@grporation may be admissible in evidence in proceedings for an
Authority (the “EPA") and introduce stronger penalties. offence under the Act.

This second Bill seeks to extend the powers available to the EPA  Ceased Activities of Environmental Significance
and proposes a number of changes to the legislation to improve thgnother significant amendment will endorse the powers of the EPA
administrative efficiency of the Act. Further, the Bill establishes ato continue to control and supervise sites, where environmental
system to encourage Local Government involvement in theoncerns continue, even though the activities which require a licence
administration of environment protection legislation. Accordingly are no longer being undertaken on that site.
the Bill offers opportunities for more effective administration ofthe  The Act currently enables imposition of licensing obligations on
Act leading to better protection of our environment. activities of environmental significance as prescribed under the Act.

Most of the proposed changes in the Bill arise from the recomHowever environmental harm may continue even though the
mendations of a review of the Act undertaken by the previousrescribed activity has ceased. For example while the licence for a
Government between 1999 and 2002. The review included theolid waste landfill ceases, the site may continue to pose ongoing
release of two major discussion papers and covered a wide rangegbtential or actual risk to the environment, including impacts

issues, including: associated with groundwater contamination from leachate and the
offences and penalties; and uncontrolled release of methane gases.
the powers and responsibilities of the EPA; and Clarifying the power under the Act to continue to monitor and
miscellaneous amendments to improve the effectiveness anégulate closed sites previously subject to a prescribed activity is
efficiency of the Act. essential to ensuring the management of public health and other

An inquiry by the Environment, Resources and Developmengenvironmental impacts on and around problematic closed sites.
Committee of Parliament into the effectiveness of environment Accordingly, amendments to the Act will clarify that notwith-
protection in South Australia was also held during the course of thetanding that a licensed activity has ceased, the EPA has the power
review and made its final report in May 2000. A number of to extend a licence. Also the EPA will be empowered to issue a post
recommendations from the report have been incorporated in the Bidlosure environment protection order in respect of activities that
such as the introduction of civil penalties; enhanced communitease after commencement of the Bill. Environment protection
consultation in developing environment improvement programs andrders are currently utilised by the EPA to require a person to
also in amending licence conditions; and the streamlining of theomply with the standards imposed under the Act such as the general
environment protection policy making process. environmental duty. Under the proposed amendment if the licence
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holder ceases to be the occupier of the site, then the owner or, if
applicable, any new owner of the site can be issued with an

environment protection order requiring them to undertake specified
actions. For example, a post closure environment protection order
may require monitoring of a closed site if an unacceptable environ-

mental risk continues after the licensable activity has ceased.

A person issued with a post closure environment protection order
may apply to the EPA for the order to be removed if they fulfil all
of the requirements as stated. Conditions may be placed on the order
prescribing the standards and requirements that will need to be
achieved prior to certification being granted by the EPA. Supporting
regulation will be developed precluding the EPA from issuing
another post closure order for impacts from the ceased licensed
activity on a site on which certification has been granted, providing
certainty and stability for future owners of the site and incentive for
compliance with the order.

Environment Protection Policies

Consistent with the recommendations of the Environment,
Resources and Development Committee Parliamentary inquiry,
changes to the process of making environment protection polices are
proposed to achieve a more efficient and effective process for
developing such policies. Historically it has taken too long for these
policies to be made. The Bill proposes changes to streamline
community consultation requirements, while still ensuring that
adequate opportunity for their input remains. Changes are also
proposed to ensure that nationally determined environment
protection measures are implemented in South Australia by the most
appropriate legislative or administrative mechanism rather than being
automatically adopted as environment protection policies. The
experience has been that the national documents are often not framed
in terms that are appropriate for automatic adoption.

Administering Agencies

Further amendment to the Act is proposed to clarify the role of
local councils in administering the Act such that better service may
be provided to the community. Local councils will be encouraged
to adopt a greater role in the enforcement of the Act through
becoming “administering agencies” for non-licensed activities. This
proposal has been developed following an 18 month trial in 2001-
2002 undertaken by the EPA with the Adelaide City Council,
Adelaide Hills Council and City of Port Adelaide Enfield on sharing
of environmental responsibilities.

To assist administrative agencies to recover the cost of adminis-
tering the Act the Bill proposes a range of non-mandatory cost
recovery tools. New administrative fees will provide an administer-
ing agency with a mechanism to recover the administrative costs of
preparing and issuing orders in respect of a contravention of the Act.
Proposed compliance fees will enable the recovery of some of the
costs incurred when following up and verifying compliance with the
requirements of an order. Finally investigation fees are proposed so
that administrative agencies may recover the cost for the investiga-
tion of a contravention of the Act.

Under the Schedule to the Bill, the Environment, Resources and
Development Committee of the Parliament is required to review the
success of this scheme after 2 years.

Miscellaneous

Furthermore the Bill proposes a variety of changes to improve
the efficiency and administration of environmental authorisations.

The EPA will be able to issue industry with longer licences, while
maintaining the ability to annually vary licence conditions that
pertain to testing, monitoring and auditing.

In addition, the EPA will be provided with broader powers to
specifically allow conditions of licence relating to training and
instruction of employees and agents and requiring licensees to
provide certificates of compliance. This will assist industry in
minimising the risk of causing an offence under the Act.

Additionally, in response to the recommendations of the
Environment, Resources and Development Committee Parliamentary
inquiry, increased community consultation is proposed for the
issuing of new environmental authorisations, relaxation of conditions
required through authorisations, and in developing environment
improvement programs that may be required as a condition of
licence.

Finally, the Bill proposes a range of minor procedural changes
to the operation of the EPA Board to increase the Board'’s efficiency
and a range of technical amendments to the Act as listed in the
explanation of clauses.

I commend the Bill to the Honourable Members.

EXPLANATION OF CLAUSES
Part 1—Preliminary

1—Short title
2—Commencement
3—Amendment provisions
These clauses are formal.
Part 2—Amendment of Environment Protection Act
1993
4—Amendment of long title
This clause makes amendments of a statute law revision
nature to the long title of the principal Act.
5—Amendment of section 3—I nter pretation
This clause makes some consequential amendments to
definitions in the principal Act, some amendments of a statute
law revision nature and makes the following substantive
changes
the definition of "environmental nuisance" is broadened
the definition of "pollutant” is altered to allow regulations
and policies to clarify what is, or isn't, a pollutant
the definition of "waste" is altered to make it clearer and
to allow regulations and policies to clarify what is
included in the term "waste".
6—Amendment of section 5—Environmental harm
The clause amends section 5 to allow regulations and policies
to clarify what is, or isn’t, environmental harm.
7—Amendment of section 7—Interaction with other
Acts
This clause makes an amendment of a statute law revision
nature.
8—Amendment of section 9—Territorial and extra-
territorial application of Act
This clause is consequential to the introduction of civil
penalties (see clause 55)
9—Amendment of section 10—Objects of Act
This clause is consequential to the introduction of the concept
of "administering agencies" (see clause 16).
10—Substitution of heading to Part 3
This clause is consequential to the introduction of the concept
of "administering agencies".
11—Amendment of section 14A—Chief Executive
This is consequential to clause 14.
12—Amendment of section 14B—Board of Authority
This clause deletes subsection (7), the subject matter of which
is also covered in section 16(2).
13—Amendment of section 15—Termsand conditions
of office
This clause increases the maximum term of an appointed
member of the Board from 2 years to 3 years.
14—Amendment of section 16—Proceedings of Board
This clause provides for the appointment of a member of the
board as the deputy presiding member (to preside in the
absence of the Chief Executive).
15—Amendment of section 17—Board may establish
committees and subcommittees
This clause clarifies that a committee or subcommittee
established by the Board may consist of such persons as the
Board thinks fit.
16—Insertion of Part 3 Division 1A
This clause inserts a new Division in Part 3 dealing with
admlnlsterlng agencies as follows:
Proposed section 18A identifies administering agencies
as councils and other public authorities prescribed by
regulation. A regulation prescribing a council as an
administering agency can only be made at the request of
the council.
Proposed section 18B outlines the powers and functions
of administering agencies under the principal Act.
Proposed section 18C provides for delegations by
administering agencies.
Proposed section 18D provides for reports by administer-
ing agencies to the Authority.
17—Amendment of section 24—Environment Protec-
tion Fund
This clause ensures that a prescribed percentage of civil
penalties will go into the Environment Protection Fund.
18—Amendment of section 27—Nature and contents
of environment protection policies
This clause clarifies and expands on the things that may be
done by an environment protection policy and makes
amendments that are consequential to other provisions
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contained in the measure (in particular, to clause 16 and
clause 22).
19—Amendment of section 28—Normal procedurefor
making policies
Th|s clause amends section 28 of the principal Act as follows:
Proposed new subsection (3) provides for consultation
with the Minister prior to the giving of public notice in
relation to a proposed environment protection policy;
Proposed changes to subsection (6) provide for the
holding of public information sessions in relation to draft
policies. Currently the Act requires a public hearing to be
held, but that requirement can be dispensed with in
appropriate cases. Under the amendments, there would be
no equivalent power to dispense with a public information
session.
The proposed amendments would also ensure that the
Authority’s response to any submissions is also made
available to the public.
20—Repeal of section 28A
This clause repeals section 28A which currently provides for
national environment protection measures to automatically
operate as environment protection policies under the Act.
21—Amendment of section 29—Simplified procedure
for making certain policies
This clause is consequential to the repeal of section 28A and
provides a simplified procedure for the making of environ-
ment protection policies that implement national environment
protection measures.
22—Amendment of section 34—Offenceto contravene
mandatory provisions of policy
This clause increases the penalty in section 34(2) of the
principal Act for a category A offence by a body corporate
and introduces new categories of offences against mandatory
provisions of an environment protection policy.
23—Amendment of section 36—Requirement for
licence
This clause provides a new exemption power under which the
Authority can exempt a person from the requirement to hold
a licence under the Act if the Authority is satisfied that
another person is principally responsible for the relevant
activity and will be licensed in respect of the activity and that
It_he activity can be properly regulated through that other
icence.
24—Amendment of section 37—Exemptions
This clause makes a minor change to section 37 to ensure that
the wording is broad enough to cover relevant provisions in
any part of the Act or in any subordinate legislation.
25—Amendment of section 39—Notice and submis-
sions in respect of applications for environmental
authorisations
This clause amends section 39 to provide that, where an
activity is to be carried on on land, notice of an application
for a licence under the Act in respect of the activity is to be
given to adjoining land owners or occupiers (other than in
circumstances prescribed by regulation).
26—Amendment of section 43—Term and renewal of
environmental authorisations
This clause gives the Authority power to require an applicant
for alicence to undertake public consultation on the applica-
tion and makes an amendment to clarify the scope of the
Authority’s power to renew a licence under subsection (6).
27—Amendment of section 45—Conditions
This clause allows the Authority, where a licence is granted
in respect of a period of more than one year, to vary condi-
tions of the licence at any time within 3 months of the
anniversary of the date of the grant of the licence. Such a
variation may, however, only impose conditions of a kind that
can be imposed under section 52 of the Act.
28—Amendment of section 46—Notice and submissions
in respect of proposed variations of conditions
This clause amends section 46 to provide that, where a
licensed activity is carried on on land, notice of a proposed
variation of licence conditions is to be given to adjoining land
owners or occupiers (except where the proposed variation
will not result in any relaxation of requirements and will not
have an adverse effect on the adjacent land owner or occupier
or in circumstances prescribed by regulation). The amend-
ments also provide for a copy of any submissions received by
the Authority in relation to a proposed variation to be

provided to the holder of the licence, and for the holder of the
licence to be given an opportunity to respond to the submis-
sions.
29—Amendment of section 47—Criteriafor grant and
conditions of environmental authorisations
This clause amends section 47 to ensure that the Authority
has regard to, not only public submissions made in relation
to the grant of a licence or the variation of conditions of a
licence, but also to any response to those submissions made
by the applicant or licensee (as the case may be).
30—Amendment of section 48—Annual fees and
returns
This clause amends section 48 to allow the Authority to
require verification of information contained in an annual
return.
31—Amendment of section 51—Conditions requiring
financial assurance to secure compliance with Act
ThIS clause amends section 51—
to remove words that may be interpreted as limiting the
types of security that the Authority can seek from a
person required to lodge a financial assurance; and
to ensure that, when deciding whether or not to require
a financial assurance, the Authority can take into account
the risk associated with activities formerly undertaken at
the site.
32—Amendment of section 52—Conditionsrequiring
tests, monitoring or audits
This clause amends section 52 to ensure that the Authority
can impose a condition on a licence requiring testing or
monitoring of the site relating to an activity formerly
undertaken at the site.
33—Amendment of section 53—Conditionsrequiring
preparation and publication of plan to deal with
emergencies
This clause amends section 53 to enable the Authority to
specify requirements of the Authority that the holder of a
licence must comply with in preparing an emergency plan of
action, and (consistently with the amendments to sections 51
and 52) to ensure that the wording of the provision includes
reference to activities formerly undertaken at the site.
34—Amendment of section 54—Conditions requiring
environment improvement program
This clause amends section 54 to enable the Authority to
specify requirements of the Authority that the holder of a
licence must comply with in preparing an environment
improvement program and to enable the Authority to include,
a requirement for public consultation in the development of
a proposed environment improvement program.
35—Insertion of sections 54A and 54B
This clause inserts new sections in the principal Act that
would allow the Authority to impose licence conditions
requiring training of employees or supervision or requiring
the licensee to provide the Authority with certificates of
compliance.
36—Substitution of section 82
This clause substitutes a new offence of creating an environ-
mental nuisance by polluting the environment in the principal
Act. Unlike the current section 82 offence, the new offence
does not require proof of intention or recklessness or proof
that the pollution was done with knowledge that an environ-
mental nuisance will or might result.
37—Amendment of section 83—Notification where
serious or material environmental harm caused or
threatened
This clause amends section 83 to remove the references to an
"incident" (which might have suggested that the section was
only dealing with harm caused or threatened by a one-off
event, rather than harm that might be caused or threatened
slowly over time).
38—Amendment of section 85—Appointment of author-
ised officers
This clause amends section 85 to remove the requirement for
the Minister’s approval of authorised officers appointed by
the Authority and the requirement for consultation with the
Authority prior to the appointment of an authorised officer by
a council.
39—Amendment of section 86—Identification of
authorised officers
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This clause removes the requirement for the form of identifi-
cation of an authorised officer to be approved by the Authori-
ty.
40—Amendment of section 87—Power sof authorised
officers
This clause amends the powers of authorised officers,
imposes a jurisdictional limit on the powers of authorised
officers appointed by a council and provides for the making
good of any damage caused by the exercise of powers under
the section.
41—Amendment of section 90—Offenceto hinder etc
authorised officers
This clause amends section 90 to broaden the offence in
subsection (1)(e) and to increase the monetary penalties for
offences against the section.
42—Amendment of section 91—Sdlf-incrimination
This clause limits the protection against self-incrimination in
section 91(2) to natural persons.
43—Amendment of section 93—Environment protec-
tion orders
Sectlon 93 is amended:
to include references to administering agencies;
to add to the list of requirements that can be imposed by
an environment protection order;
to allow environment protection policies to specify certain
matters as to environment protection orders;
to alter the wording (but not the amount) of the penalty
for failure to comply with an environment protection
order as regards orders issued in circumstances specified
in, or to secure compliance with, environment protection
policies;
to insert a provision dealing with self incrimination.
44—| nsertion of section 93A
This clause inserts a new section 93A which would allow the
Authority to issue a new type of environment protection order
for the purpose of preventing or minimising harm that may
result after cessation of a prescribed activity of environmental
significance. Note that the section is not retrospective in that
such an order can only be issued in relation to an activity that
has ceased after commencement of the section. The form of
the order is essentially the same as for an ordinary environ-
ment protection order under section 93, but these orders can
(in addition to the sorts of requirements that can ordinarily be
imposed in an environment protection order) impose any
requirement that could be imposed as a condition of an
environmental authorisation. The regulations may impose
restrictions on the issue of such orders and the orders are
appealable in the same way as for ordinary environment
protection orders.
45—Amendment of section 94—Registration of
environment protection ordersin relation to land
This clause amends section 94 to include references to
administering agencies and to ensure that the wording is
broad enough to capture environment protection orders issued
under proposed section 93A.
46—Amendment of section 95—Action on non-
compliance with environment protection order
Section 95 is amended to include references to administering
agencies and to allow recovery of a prescribed fee in respect
of registration or cancellation of registration of an order in
respect of land under section 94.
47—Amendment of section 96—I nformation discovery
orders
This clause amends section 96 to include references to
administering agencies.
48—Amendment of section 97—Obtaining of informa-
tion on non-compliance with order or condition of
environmental authorisation
This clause amends section 97 to include references to
administering agencies.
49—Amendment of section 98—Admissibility in
evidence of information
This clause amends section 98 to limit the protection against
self-incrimination afforded by section 98(2) to natural
persons.
50—Amendment of section 99—Clean-up orders
This clause amends the clean-up orders provision to add to
the list of requirements that may be imposed in a clean-up
order, to make a minor change to subsection (6) (consequen-

tially to the introduction of civil penalties) and to include,
consistently with the other orders provisions in the Act, a
privilege against self-incrimination for natural persons.
51—Amendment of section 101—Registration of
clean-up ordersor clean-up authorisationsin relation
toland
This clause makes a minor drafting amendment.
52—Amendment of section 103—Recovery of costs
and expensesincurred by the Authority
This clause amends section 103 to allow the Authority to
recover a prescribed amount in respect of the registration, or
the cancellation of registration, of a clean-up order or clean-
up authorisation.
53—Substitution of heading to Part 11
This clause is consequential to the introduction of civil
penalties.
54—Amendment of section 104—Civil remedies
This clause amends section 104 to include a reference to
administering agencies and to provide some guidance for the
Courtin determining whether or not to make a costs order in
proceedings for a civil remedy.
55—Insertion of section 104A
This clause introduces civil penalties into the principal Act.
The proposed provision would allow the Authority, where it
is satisfied that a person has contravened the Act, to recover
(by negotiation or in civil proceedings in the Environment,
Resources and Development Court) a civil penalty in respect
of the contravention instead of prosecuting the person for the
relevant offence. Other features of the proposed scheme are:
the Authority can only pursue a civil penalty if the
relevant offence does not require proof of intent or some
other state of mind and must, in deciding whether to use
the provision or prosecute in the ordinary way, consider
the seriousness of the contravention, the previous record
of the offender and any other relevant factors;
civil penalties negotiated by the Authority are capped at
$120 000 however the court can order, as a civil penalty
in respect of a contravention, payment of an amount not
exceeding the criminal penalty for the relevant offence;
civil penalty proceedings are stayed if criminal proceed-
ings are commenced in respect of the same contravention
and can only be resumed if the person is not found to be
guilty of the offence (note that the wording of subsection
(1) would preclude the commencement of criminal
proceedings in respect of the contravention if a civil
penalty has already been recovered from the person in
respect of the contravention, so this provision is only
relevant where civil proceedings have not yet been
finalised);
the time limit for bringing civil penalty proceedings is
three years or, with the authorisation of the Attorney-
General, up to 10 years (which matches the time limit for
commencement of summary offences under section 131
of the Act);
the court can, in an application for a civil penalty, make
an order for the payment of costs as the court thinks just
and reasonable.
56—Amendment of section 105—Emergency authori-
sations
This clause would allow the recovery of a fee for the issue of
an emergency authorisation and make amendments that are
consequential to the introduction of civil penalties.
57—Amendment of section 106—Appealsto Court
This clause is consequential to the introduction of administer-
ing agencies.
58—Amendment of section 109—Public register
This clause makes some consequential amendments to the
public register provision and allows the making of regulations
providing for the removal of information from the register.
Under the proposed consequential changes, the public register
would include details of orders made by other administering
agencies (as well as by the Authority), details of exemptions
granted under section 36(2) (the new provision allowing the
Authority to grant exemptions from the requirement to hold
a licence in certain circumstances) and details of civil
penalties recovered. The clause also makes a minor conse-
quential amendment.
59—Amendment of section 111—Annual reports by
Authority
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This clause refers the annual report of the Authority to the
Environment, Resources and Development Committee of the
Parliament.
60—Amendment of section 112—State of environment
reports
This clause requires the Minister to prepare (within a
reasonable time) and table in the Parliament a response to a
State of the Environment Report.
61—Amendment of section 116—Waiver or refund of
feesand leviesand payment by instalments
This clause amends section 116 to include references to
administering agencies and to provide for waiver, refund or
payment by instalment of a levy payable under the Act
(cu;rently the power only relates to fees payable under the
Act).
62—Amendment of section 118—Service
This clause amends section 118 to include references to
administering agencies and to update a reference to Common-
wealth law.
63—Amendment of section 119—False or misleading
information
This clause increases the penalty for providing false or
misleading information (and in doing so distinguishes
between offences by bodies corporate and offences by natural
persons).
64—Substitution of sections 120 and 120A
This clause substitutes new versions of sections 120 and
120A in the principal Act. The new provisions cover T
essentially the same subject matter as the current sections by
include references to administering agencies. Proposed ne
section 120A also differs from the current section 120A in
creating the offence of making a "false or misleading" report,
to the Authority (where the current section 120A only refers
to the making of a "false" report).
65—Amendment of section 122—Immunity from
personal liability

This clause amends section 136 to include references to
administering agencies.
75—Insertion of section 137A
This clause inserts a new section providing for joint and
several liability for amounts recoverable by the Authority.
76—Amendment of section 138—Enforcement of
chargeon land
This clause amends section 138 to include references to
administering agencies.
77—Amendment of section 139—Evidentiary provi-
sions
Section 139 is amended to include references to administer-
ing agencies and to make subsection (4) consistent with the
amended definition of "environmental nuisance".
78—Amendment of section 140—Regulations
This clause would allow implementation of a national
environment protection measure through the making of
regulations.
79—Amendment of Schedule 1—Prescribed activities of
environmental significance
This clause updates two legislative references in Schedule 1
of the principal Act.
80—Repeal of Schedule 2
This clause makes a statute law revision amendment to the
principal Act. Schedule 2 of the principal Act is no longer
necessary and can be repealed.
Schedule 1—Transitional provisions

e Schedule contains transitional provisions. Clause 2 requires the
vironment, Resources and Development Committee of the
Barliament to, no less than 2 years after the commencement of the
elevant section, conduct an inquiry into the role and functions of the
new administering agencies. Clause 3 of the Schedule is consequen-
tial to the amendments to section 34 of the principal Act (see
clause 22 of the measure) and to the inclusion of administering
agencies in the principal Act. It would allow the Minister, by notice

in the Gazette, to amend an environment protection policy to alter

Section 122 is amended to deal with other administeringhe designated category of an offence from "category C" to "category

agencies.
66—Amendment of section 124—General defence

This clause makes amendments that are consequential to thg,

introduction of civil penalties.

This clause substitutes a new section 125 into the princip.

D" and to include references to an administering agency.

Clause 4 of the Schedule is consequential to clause 20 of the
asure and would allow policies currently in operation by virtue
of section 28A of the principal Act to continue after the repeal of that

67—Substitution of section 125 Bgection but to be replaced by a policy made by a simplified procedure

Act in order to make changes that are consequential to bot

provided that the replacement policy covers the same subject matter
nd the only substantive changes relate to enforcement of the policy)

the introduction of admlr"ste“ng agenCIes and civil penaltieSOr to be revoked by a po“cy made by a S|mp||f|ed procedure if the

68—Amendment of section 126—Proof of intention etc

Minister is satisfied that the relevant national environment protection

This clause is consequential to the introduction of civil measure can be implemented without a policy.

penalties.
69—Amendment of section 127—Imputation of
conduct or state of mind of officer, employee etc
This clause is consequential to the introduction of civil
penalties.
70—Amendment of section 128—Statement of officer
evidence against body corpor ate
This clause is consequential to the introduction of civil
penalties.
71—Substitution of sections 129 and 130

Mr HAMILTON-SMITH secured the adjournment of the
debate.

ADDRESSIN REPLY

Adjourned debate on motion for adoption.
(Continued from 21 September. Page 180.)

This clause substitutes a new version of section 129 in the The SPEAK ER: Before the honourable member (whom-
principal Act (which is consequential to the introduction of oyer that may be) who seeks the call gets the call, | make the

civil penalties) and a new version of section 130 (which is

consequential to the introduction of administering agenCie@bservation from the chair that the house has been addressing

and to the introduction of civil penalties).
72—Amendment of section 133—Ordersin respect of
contraventions
This clause is consequential to the introduction of civil
penalties.
73—Substitution of section 135

its response to the remarks made by the Lieutenant-Governor,
which His Excellency was pleased to make on behalf of the

Governor, for over a week now, and the house has adjourned
early on several occasions. The chair makes the observation
that for the debate to have been extended even beyond last

This clause would allow the Authority and other administer- night was extraordinary since the house has had plenty of
ing agencies, where a person has contravened the Act, tdme to conclude the debate and does so only on the grounds
recover various fees and costs in respect of actions taken iy at hy extending the debate for this inordinate length of time

the Authority or agency in response to the contravention
(including the investigation of the contravention, the monitor-

it denies the house the opportunity to debate those matters on

ing of compliance with an order made in respect of thetheNotice Papefor private members, committees and bills,
contravention or the taking of samples, tests, examinationas would have otherwise been the case today.

or analyses). Failure to pay a required amount is an offence

(punishable by a Division 8 fine or a $500 expiation fee) as;

well as the amount being recoverable as a debt.
74—Amendment of section 136—Assessment of
reasonable costs and expenses

To my mind, this is an abuse of the parliament. Thatis not
intended to cause offence to the government, but only to
make an observation from the chair that that is not what we
sought to do at the outset of this parliament. We set out, to
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begin with, to ensure that all honourable members hatbok bad because they got what they wanted. The airport is
appropriate and dignified access to the agenda through tleecompany; they asked for something in the best interests of
standing orders. It strikes me now that we already have their business plan and they were granted it; so they took it—
logjam on theNotice Papeiand we need to try to rearrange they are not silly. But who is left holding the baby? The local
those matters for which due and proper notice was given famember of parliament and the community.
debate during these next two hours. It disappoints me that we | was absolutely stunned when this decision was made. |
come to this sorry pass having adjourned early on severapoke to the minister involved and he assured me—and |
days when addressing this matter. believe him—that Transport SA at no time informed him of
the community consultation that was going on at the time
Mr MEIER (Goyder): Mr Speaker, | hear what you say between me, the residents and Transport SA. The minister
and | agree with everything you say. Can | say, though, thadpproved this without having full knowledge of the decision
the two Whips and the respective leaders of the houses hawe was making. As far as | am concerned, that is bad public
negotiated so that the private members’ business that woukkrvice, and it is a bloody shame, because our public servants
normally have been scheduled now will take place tomorrowvhom we employ, who are independent, who remain where
at this time. As the Whip for this side of the house, | amthey are after every election, have an obligation to inform the

pleased that that accommodation has occurred. government of the day of the best information that they have
The SPEAKER: Had the chair known that, the remarks at hand. This time, they did not do that. They let down the
the chair made might not have otherwise been made. minister and the western suburbs, and | am not one bit happy
about it.
Mr KOUTSANTONIS (West Torrens): | would first The point | make is that, if you live next door to the

like to make an apology to the house because | have a bogfrport, you will experience airport noise; if you live on a
of hayfever. | will speak very slowly for Hansard to make main road, you will experience traffic noise; but you do not

sure they get every word. expect to be woken up one day and told (without any
The SPEAKER: | have some sympathy for the honour- consultation) that a set of traffic lights is going to be installed
able member. in front of your home. These are not one-way traffic lights for

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Thank you, Mr Speaker. | was pedestrians; | am talking about traffic lights on a T-junction
pleased to be present at the opening of parliament when thg Sir Donald Bradman Drive opposite people’s homes. How
Lieutenant-Governor made his remarks. Being a locaill they get in and out of their properties? This is not a
member of parliament is often a difficult job, and being amatter of buying a house at an existing intersection: this is a
backbencher in a government is even more difficult. Oftermatter of buying a house and then being told, without
constituents of mine are forced to deal with governmentonsultation, ‘By the way, we are putting a set of traffic lights
decisions that they feel they are unable to change becauselgdre.’ Not good enough! 1 will be fighting the government on
the bureaucracy and the level of government interaction witkhis, and | do not care what the repercussions are.
the bureaucracy. They feel that often their voices are the last On another matter, | read in the paper that a government
to be heard. plan amendment report has been put on homes in the vicinity

As a government backbencher, | have experienced that asf the Brownhill Creek and Keswick Creek areas. This
three occasions now, and | intend to make my displeasur@amendment report will be difficult to explain but, basically,
with the government known today because of the way it hag says that these homes are in flood prone areas. That means
behaved in respect of these three matters. | believe it is th#at, if there is a one in 100 years rain event, there could be
responsibility of all members of parliament no matter whata one in 100 years flood. They will not necessarily coincide,
their political persuasion to defend their constituency first andbecause you do not necessarily need a one in 100 years rain
their political party second. | say that as someone who haseévent on the site for there to be a one in 100 years flood. A
deep and loyal love and admiration for the Labor Party. | anbne in 100 years rain event can occur anywhere upstream.
completely committed to the Labor Party and | intend toThe government is now saying to people, ‘If you have a home
remain that way. in this flood prone area, we have put on it a temporary plan

The first matter to which | refer is the airport. | am sick amendment report, which means that if you have plans in at
and tired of people who live nowhere near the airport puttinghe local council to extend you must build your extension
in their two cents worth and telling people that, if they live above the flood prone areas.’ This means that, if you have a
near an airport, they should expect there to be related nois@muse at a certain level and you want to improve it—that is,
and activities going on at night or extra traffic, etc. However,build an extra living space, a new toilet or bathroom, for
the facts are that people do live near the airport, and winstance—you must have a step of 0.33 metres (about
expect every corporate entity (whether it be an airport, a banB30 millimetres). But it gets worse.
or a doctor’s surgery) to behave within the parameters of Before the government stepped in, the City of West
good corporate citizenship within our community. Torrens stipulated a 1.5 metre block so, if you wanted to

The airport has been negotiating with me and locakxtend, it had to be 1.5 metres above. What concerns me is
residents about extra points of entry into the airport off Sitthat | think the state government has been sold a pup by the
Donald Bradman Drive. The local community was involvedCity of West Torrens, the City of Unley and the councils
in the negotiations. Indeed, the former transport minister mawhich have had a responsibility for the past 100 years to deal
with the residents about these issues. What has happened naith stormwater and which have now transferred their risk
is that Transport SA, without consulting me or informing theonto the state government, and the state government has
relevant minister, has gone ahead and approved the installaecepted it. | am outraged.
tion of traffic lights on Sir Donald Bradman Drive directly =~ Ms Ciccarello: Not all councils.
opposite people’s homes. In my opinion, Transport SA has Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Not all councils; the member for
not only let down the minister but they have let down me, theNorwood is right. Some councils planned ahead. Other
community and the airport, because this has made the airparbuncils have just done nothing. The City of West Torrens
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had its hands tied; if they approved building developmentsequired to fix this. This joker called John Hipper of Mills-
and there were a flood event and the new developments thabod has put out a pamphlet in my electorate which states:’
were approved were not above the flood level, the peoplRann Labor Government devalues your home [by] $50 000
who constructed those homes were quite within their right®r more in floodplain rip off. What a load of rubbish! Talk
to sue the council on two grounds. The council is legallyabout scaremongering! Where was Mr John Hipper when the
responsible for flood water mitigation and stormwater, and.iberal Party cut stormwater mitigation by half? Where was
they gave it building approval. The council has moved thahe? | did not hear him saying that the Liberal Party had put
risk onto the state government. his home at risk of flooding. Where was he? | think he was
Residents had a meeting last night, because they feel thatissing in action. | am considering legal action against this
the state government has devalued their homes by $50 000ker who has put this rubbish out in my electorate because,
| am not sure that is actually correct, but they have every righais far as | am concerned, he is scaremongering.
to be angry, because they were not consulted; no-one asked This fool did not contact me, and | do not think he
them or told them anything. It was just done. Imagine wakingcontacted the member for Unley, the member for Ashford, or
up one morning and being told that if you renovate yourthe member for Morphett. | stand to be corrected, but | do not
house—through no fault of your own, because you have beghink he has. However, he has issued this outrageous,
paying your rates and taxes for the last 30 years and you hagearemongering and deceitful pamphlet. He shows how little
paid the stamp duty on your house—you cannot extend unle$& knows about flood mitigation, when he says, ‘In NSW new
you go up 0.33 metres. No-one else has that disadvantagedevelopments in flood prone areas are required to detain
just these residents along this corridor. properly managed stormwater on site.’ The New South Wales
The council was also doing another thing that the statgovernment wants to amend that, because it is not working:
government has now imposed, which is a section 7 requirat is making stormwater problems worse. This guy has no
ment upon the bill of sale to the vendor. For example, let ugea. This government and the Local Government Association
say that your house is being auctioned and you live in thiss working to mitigate floods. As a member of the ERD
area. This only happens in the area where the PAR applie€ommittee, | will not support the minister's PAR. As the
The section 7 requirement is there to notify all buyers thatocal member of parliament | do not think | can, because |
they are buying a house in a flood prone area. You might saink the encumbrance it has put on local residents is too
that that is fair enough, but it only applies to these residentsstrict. | will stand up for my local residents, no matter what
not other residents of flood prone areas, just these residerttse consequences.
in the City of Unley and the City of West Torrens. It is  The third issue about which | wish to speak is the western
completely unfair. There are other homes built on flood plaindypass road, but first I will give some background. A lot has
where the section 7 notice to identify it as a flood prone areeen said about this road, and a lot of unfair comments have
places the onus upon the buyer, whereas in my electorate abden made about the government’s role. First, the western
the electorates of the members for Ashford and Unley, thbypass was an election commitment of the former govern-
onus is now on the vendor to produce that. You can imaginenent. The Hon. Diana Laidlaw announced it in the 2002 state
that the auction starts at someone’s home and, before tleection campaign and committed the state government to
auctioneer starts, he says, ‘By the way, section 7: this is going ahead with it. Secondly, the incoming Labor govern-
1.5 metre flood prone area. The water will be up to this leveiment was committed to continuing with the project by the
I am marking on the house. Start your bidding.’ Imagine howformer government. Thirdly, the former government engaged
these people are feeling. They have invested everything théy consultation, but that consultation was incomplete,
had into their homes. The first thing in the Labor Partyinadequate and did not cover all the residents who would be
platform is about the right to own private property. We areaffected. The Liberal plan for the bypass—the Diana Laidlaw
saying to people that we will not devalue their home, but weplan—was that that corridor would be right against residents’
will encumber it in some way to make it more difficult for homes and directly next to the sound abatement wall on
them; and we will do it unfairly and unequally across theJames Cogden Drive in Mile End.
board. | am not happy about it one bit. | have spoken to the After being approached by several residents about this

minister, and she is sympathetic to my cause. road, | spoke to the minister, who came up with the compro-
Mr Goldsworthy: You've been done on that too, Tom— mise of giving some of the reserve back to the residents. They
first, the western bypass road, now this. are still not happy, and | understand that. They have put up

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Just listen. The minister is banners asking the Minister for Transport to consult and
sympathetic to my cause, and | think that she will come umasking the Premier to become involved. They want Trans-
with some form of compromise. What upsets me is theort SAto be more understanding of their needs. They want
rubbish put out by Liberal stooges. We were having a rationahdependent sound engineers to carry out actual measure-
debate about flood mitigation. The minister for the environ-ments. They want the road moved further away from their
ment, the LGA and the state government were putting imomes. They want a guarantee that sound levels will not
money to gradually mitigate flood damage in these areas ovéncrease and that the area is sound neutral (as the Public
time. It was in consultation with the members for Unley andWorks Committee was told it would be). | support residents
Morphett—Liberal members—the member for Ashford andon this issue.
me—nboth Labor members—for all the Patawalonga catch- | will give some background on a meeting the minister
ment area. The state government was putting in $4 milliorattended. She was called rude by many residents, but she was
which, by the way, was cut by the previous government. frank and firm—very firm. She was firm because she was

TheHon. R.J. McEwen: And we put it back. Brindal cut dealing with someone at that meeting who was part of the
it to $2 million; we put it back to $4 million. negotiations from the very beginning, namely, a former

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: We put it back to $4 million. The councillor of the City of West Torrens. However, the other
LGA is putting in $4 million, so that is $8 million a year. people who attended were innocents—mums and dads who
Hopefully, in about 15 years we can do the capital workswere genuinely concerned about this road alignment. They
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felt they were treated harshly, and they probably did nohew police stations: one in the member for Kavel's electorate;
deserve to be part of the toing and froing between the formewne in Port Lincoln, in the member for Flinders’ electorate;
councillor and the minister. The reason the minister is upseine in Port Pirie, in the Leader of the Opposition’s electorate;
about this is that the former councillor was a member of theand one in Gawler. These four new police stations are being
council, knew about these plans, had been consulted corbuilt on the basis of need, not on the basis of political
pletely, made changes to the route and then signed off on igxpediency or pork-barrelling.
saying that it was fine and that she was happy about it. Now Ms Rankine interjecting:
she has changed her mind. That is why the minister was frank Mr KOUTSANTONIS: | have to say that | nearly agree
at this meeting. with the member for Wright. | think it is refreshing that we
The other residents, of course, were consulted and hathve a government that is actually listening to the Police
been involved in about seven meetings with the ministetCommissioner, asking, ‘Where do you need a new police
However, they are not satisfied and, as their local member aftation?’ The Commissioner says, ‘We need them in these
parliament, it is my duty to stand up for them, and | will do four areas.’ The politicians are going to sit back and think,
so. We will put our request to the minister in writing, and | ‘Well, hang on, Mt Barker—not much of a chance there; Port
will detail that to her either tonight or tomorrow morning. | Lincoln—no chance at all—’
do not know what the exact outcome will be, but | tell you  Mr Goldsworthy interjecting:
this: I will not cease my attempts to ensure that the local Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Don't get too cocky. My point
residents of Mile End have a fair hearing from this govern-is that this government is allocating its funds and resources
ment because, in the end, itis their taxes. We work for thembased on need. How refreshing is that? We are actually
We want to put roads next to their homes. looking at where there is a need. Look at education; look at
Itis all very well for the government to say that there wasthe grants you have. We are going into electorates which we
always going to be a road corridor there. The local councitlo not hold and which we are not likely to hold. Why?
was told not to develop this area, because a road was goiggcause this is based on need. | think it is fantastic that a
to be put through it, but the council went ahead and develstate government can sit back and say, ‘Look; this isn’t about
oped it. It was a local government PAR, not a state governwinning votes: this is about applying the state government'’s
ment PAR. When the land was developed, the state govermesources—state tax dollars—to where they are needed’. | am
ment, Transport SA and local government entered into armery happy with what is going on at the QEH; after all the
agreement that, if any homes were built on that area, sourttbllow promises of redevelopment we have got actual reality.
abatement must be provided by local government. That has Earlier | heard some speeches made by conservative
not been done to cover the new road sufficiently, because thmembers on the other side about this being a very high taxing
council approved two-storey dwellings instead of single-government.
storey dwellings, and the sound barriers are not highenough ~ The Hon. W.A. Matthew: The highest in our state’s
to stop any noise from the new road and, of course, thaistory.
residents are adversely affected. Mr KOUTSANTONIS: The highest in our state’s
What the residents want is for the new road to be movediistory. The state government has not introduced one new
in an easterly direction, away from their homes and onto lantax. All the taxes that we have now—
which is not parkland but dry scrub and a car park. | am not The Hon. W.A. Matthew interjecting:
sure why we cannot do this, but the minister says it is because Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Itis not a tax; it is a levy.
of safety issues. My answer to that is that if there are safety TheHon. W.A. Matthew: | designed it.
issues, please sit down with us and explain what the safety Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Well, here we are; the member
issues are. We are good and reasonable people and, if tfa Bright takes credit for the Emergency Services Levy. In
safety issues are of a great concern, then we might have fwivate he says it is the tax but publicly that it is a levy. He
accept that and move on from there. We need to havpist said that he designed it; it is his baby.
continual consultation and a dialogue; we cannot just have TheHon. W.A. Matthew: Absolutely.
this system where we are given an outcome, and told ‘That's Mr KOUTSANTONIS: ‘Absolutely, he says. | hope
it; you must be happy with that’. Local residents are notHansard has that. Emergency Services Levy—his baby;
happy with it, and it is my job to stand up for them. absolutely; fantastic.
I am not happy about the western bypass at Mile End; lam Mr Goldsworthy: If you don't like it, get rid of it.
not happy about the airport; and | am not happy about the PR. Mr KOUTSANTONIS: The member for Kavel says ‘Get
Apart from that, the state government is doing an excellentid of it.” My point is that the opposition claims that we are
job. Apart from that, the state government is doing a wonderraising too many taxes and that we are the highest taxing state
ful job in terms of health, education and police. One thinggovernment in South Australia’s history; | dispute that, but
that concerns many of my residents is the level of policing irthey say we are. Yet, on the other hand, they say that we are
South Australia. We had two police stations under threat byot spending enough on vital services. Either they want to run
the former government: the Henley Beach Police Station andeficit budgets, or they want us to tax more. They cannot
the Thebarton Police Station. The former government wabave it both ways. | think that at the next election you will see
always threatening to close these stations in the interests tifis government detail every single promise the opposition
cost cutting, because it was rationalising its police force. Thédas made, and we will add them up. Then we will add up our
residents rallied behind me, and we fought for a new policeax base, and we will see if we can afford four more years of
station. After they closed Thebarton Police Station, at muclhiberal government. | think we all know the answer will be
disgust to the local residents, we now have a new policao, because they spend like drunken sailors.
station at Netley. The Leader of the Opposition gets up almost every day
The Hon. W.A. Matthew interjecting: and promises everything to everyone. He is Father Christmas.
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Exactly; | am saying that. What He turns up to community groups and says, ‘Whatever you
amazes me is that this state government is opening up fomeed, whatever you want: yeah, sure. You want a new police
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station? You can have it. A new fire station? No problema Governor or from their representative, and | make the point
We'll take it out of recurrent funding. We will build a capital that during that time | have heard many such speeches, many
works project out of recurrent funding. Don’t worry about speeches similar to those that have just been made by the
good economic management, we'll just make it up we ganember for West Torrens, and | have been told repeatedly
along. The so-called conservatives—the so-called goodverthose 15 years that | would be here for four years, or for
economic managers—come into this place every day aneight years, or for 12 years. Well, | point out to the Labor
complain about higher taxes, and yet they want moréarty that, try as they may, | am still here in the seat that |
spending. It does not add up, and they know that, becaugeok from them by just 1 per cent when | entered the
they know that they are looking at four years in the wilder-parliament.
ness after the next state election. On this occasion | take the opportunity to congratulate Her
My final remarks relate to the federal election. Given whatExcellency on the fabulous way in which she is undertaking
the member for Bright has said about this state governmeriber role as Governor. There is no doubting that she is very
it is without doubt that the federal government leaves us fowarmly regarded by the South Australian community, that
dust in terms of taxing. It introduced the GST—the biggesshe has found a very special place in their heart, and full
ever tax impost on the Australian community. It raised morecredit to her for enjoying that place of pride and good feeling
money than any other tax in Australia’s history. In fact, oneamongst South Australians after such a relatively short time
year of the GST collection (I think it was two years ago)in her public role. | also take the opportunity on this occasion
combined five years of the old wholesale sales tax systemio express my congratulations and appreciation to the
That is how much money the federal government has raisetlieutenant-Governor, Bruno Krumins, on his address to the
Itis the highest taxing government in Australia’s history, andparliament. In fact, this is the second opportunity that the
then they give tax cuts to everyone over $52 000. In thé.ieutenant-Governor has had the privilege of conducting the
federal electorate of Adelaide, 85 per cent of people missedpening address of our parliament. As he did on the last
out on that tax cut. So much for governing for all Australians.occasion, he addressed the opening in a manner that had all
I think that the Howard government is looking at its lastthe dignity and professionalism that was demanded of such
days. They inherited a good economy, but they imposedn occasion.
massive taxes and they are poor economic managers. They Regrettably, the dignity and professionalism of the
spend like drunken sailors, and yet they get credited as beirlgeutenant-Governor was in sharp contrast to the content of
good economic managers. | think that one day the Australiathe material that he had to read in the opening address,
public will look at them and think that they are appalling material that was prepared by the government, that was
economic managers. It is coming on 9 October. So, | say tapproved by the cabinet, and that was crafted in such a way
all of those people who missed out on a tax cut, who ar¢hat, | believe, is almost crass in the use of a vice-regal
under $52 000, help is on its way, and it is coming on 9position to present such material for the opening of parlia-
October. | think that the Liberal Party will be shocked to seement. We now see spin put into the opening address of
how well the Labor Party does in South Australia. | do notparliament in a way that has never occurred, certainly in the
think that they have realised just yet how badly they arel5 years that | have been here, and, in talking to my esteemed
polling here in South Australia. | wonder if Graham Jaeschkeolleague the member for Stuart, certainly not in the more
has told their sitting members how badly they are doing irthan 30 years that he has been here has he seen such spin put
Boothby, and how the Hindmarsh campaign has had rento the Governor’s speech, or in this case, the speech made
sources taken away from it and put into Boothby because dfy the Governor’s deputy.
the polling. We are looking at a two party preferred vote in  We have seen this government become one of rhetoric,
South Australia—54 per cent for Labor. That is a massivéoroken promises, lack of credibility, budget cuts, plenty of
swing. If that result translates— tough talk, lots of reviews, but indeed very little action from
Mr Goldsworthy interjecting: what is a heavily distracted and very high taxing
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: No worries; the expert at the government—indeed the highest taxing government of our
back. The electoral tide will be lapping up at Andrew entire state’s history. The member for West Torrens took
Southcott’s feet. | am not saying that we are going to win thigssue with that point before, and | encourage the member for
seat, but, | tell you what, he will be the embarrassed LiberayVest Torrens to look at the budget papers, and he will have
MP on election night because he will be the only one in Soutigonfirmation from those documents that this is indeed the

Australia— highest taxing government in South Australia’s history. But,
TheHon. W.A. Matthew: The only one that there is a as | indicated, itis a very heavily distracted government, for
swing against; is that what you are saying? we have now seen a number of crises start to unfold during

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: No, that is not what | am saying. the term of this government. Having entered this parliament
He will be the only federal Liberal MP in South Australia to in 1989, | was here for the dying last four years of the
be humiliated. He will be the one that they will be saying,previous Labor government—four years that became a
‘What happened there? What happened with Andrevehameful four years in South Australia’s political and
Southcott? Why was it so bad there? What went wrong fogovernmental history, and four years that were shameful to
Andrew Southcott?’ Thatis what they will be saying becausavitness in this parliament, for we saw a number of crises of
the laziest member of parliament in South Australia isboth economic and ministerial consequence that saw our state
Andrew Southcott. Where has he been? Has anyone heaptiinged into the depths of despair, that saw our state almost
from him? What's he done? Not a thing. | suspect he will bebankrupted by the incompetent management, the incompetent
the one who will be the most embarrassed. administration of that former Labor government.

| saw a series of in-fighting battles within the Labor Party

TheHon. W.A. MATTHEW (Bright): | rise today to inthose days as they lurched from crisis to crisis. Initially we
make what | believe is the fifteenth opening speech ofaw the denial—ministers denying there were problems,
parliament that | have had occasion to be involved in, fronministers denying that there were problems with the State
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Bank, ministers alleging that the Liberal Party was threaten- TheHon. W.A. MATTHEW: The minister may not have
ing the stability of the state’s revered institution, ministersheard but | did actually mention his electorate of Mount
claiming that we were scare-mongering and, indeed, the ma@ambier—he certainly is one that we are mentioning. It is
who is now Premier moving a motion of condemnation in thisfair to say that, in my 15 years here, | have never seen alocal
house, accusing the Liberal Party of scare-mongering anthember of parliament receive such appalling local publicity
highlighting Tim Marcus Clark as nothing short of an asis occurring in the South-East of the current member—and
economic maestro. | have no doubt that the people of Mount Gambier are waiting

It shocks me that someone with that lack of judgment igor their opportunity to cast their vote accordingly.
now the Premier of this state, and is it little wonder therefore  TheHon. R.J. McEwen: What a dickhead!
that very early in the term of this government we are seeing TheHon. WA. MATTHEW: Madam Acting Speaker,
scandals begin to evolve. It was just a little over 12 monthg ask that the member for Mount Gambier, the minister, be
ago that we saw the saga which became known as ‘Raffldequested to withdraw that most unparliamentary comment.
gate’ develop and distract the government. We saw the saga The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Bedford): The member
which was tagged as the ‘Ashbourne affair’ and the sagir Bright has asked the minister to withdraw. _
which was tagged as the ‘Atkinson affair’ by the media start  TheHon. R.J. MCEWEN: | withdraw, Madam Acting
to unravel—and | cannot comment in detail about thatSPeaker. )
because that matter is still before the courts. Now we are TheHon. WA. MATTHEW: That is a measure of what
seeing the government further distracted by further revelahe people from Mount Gambier need to see. They need to
tions that have occurred in this house yesterday and today-Se€ What goes onto the parliamentary record as a result of that
again involving the Attorney-General; again involving €xchange so they can see the calibre of the person who
guestions not being fully answered in this house; agaifurports to represent them. That drags the parliament down
having all the hallmarks of cover-up. That comes hot on thé0 Whole new levels which have already been achieved
heels of yet another saga in this government as it fought tooffirough this appalling government. Whether or not this
and nail (for reasons which must be looking very strange t@overnment likes it, just as the Liberal Party has done
the South Australian public) for refusing to have an inquiryPreviously in opposition, we will bring it kicking and

into allegations about child sex abuse in government instituscreaming to tell the truth and to confront the truth as we
tions. work through important issues. It is too busy indulging in the

pprocess of spin. I would like to share with the house just some
f the spin titles given to different programs. | am not saying

hat all these programs are not worthwhile because, indeed,

Eome of them are, but we are seeing names given to every-
ing.

ﬂ As we work through the speech that has been crafted for

e Governor, we find that a State Work Force Development

We have seen investigations within the Anglican Churc
and the Catholic Church, but this government did not wan
such an investigation. Now we will have one. At this stage
the investigation will start in December, we understand. |
was to be October, but it has been expanded out—and wat
this space because it will be interesting to see whether t &

government arranges for it to be further delayed into Januar, trategy is detailed. Then the first comprehensive strategic

of next year, or whenever. A six-month initial report will infrastructure blan is detailed. Then we have an export
need to be tabled in this parliament. The government did nosﬁrate that ispscheduled to be. released later this year IE)I'hen
want that either. It certainly did not want the inquiry and it ay year.

we have a plan for accelerating exploration. Then we have the

did not want an interim six-month report. | suggest that it .
wants to push that out as far as it can beyond an election. Yc{ﬁew food centre. Then we have the Rediscover Yourself

- .9 . - ourism marketing campaign; or, of course, we could refer to
?

would have to ask: ‘What is it that this mob has to hide ‘the First Steps Forward, a blueprint for health reform. Then

What is it that they have to hide in relation to this investiga-

tion that may go back decades and may involve governmen[ger,[?‘ Is the E;/ery Chantgz[(la fc|>tr Ev$ry Chll%:rtl;]tlatéveA—%(et
of all political persuasions? Why would they be so concernednOer type of new spin titie. It continues wi € be Active

. - oo rogram and then, of course, the Eat Well program. As we
about it? Why can we not get a straight answer in this housB s
from the Minister for Families and Communities? Why canwork further through the speech, we have the One Million

; - Trees program and the Adelaide Thinkers in Residence
? . ; ;
we not get a straight answer from the Minister for YOUth‘program—and what an incredible waste of money that is

Why did they not want the inquiry? Why can we not get a - -
straigh} answer in this house from the Attorney-Genera rr(;\r/:]ri]g;g téeé;/g?nga\éeh'glee\r:ggthaﬁgtstﬁgnglcr:ig\]/gg C;?Sr:i ::,2
toda.y’?. ) ) ) Youth Challenge. That is just a brief overview of some of the
Similar parallels are developing with this government togpin titles that have been allocated to many government
the ones | saw in 1989—and the Labor government that lef§,ograms. | would not want any member of parliament to
office in 1993 was a government that was stained by th@glieve that all these are new programs—indeed, they are not.
stench of corruption and by the damage of its economig any of them are existing programs which are occurring
mismanagement. We are now seeing the same hallmarks stgjithin government and which are being rebadged and given
to occur. This is a government that will stop at nothing. Thisg spin title. They put out a press release and the Premier
neck wherever it has to. It will be interesting to see what thigjg mug on TV.
government tries to do next when it runs out of so-called  jyst one of these programs with which | am very familiar
Independents with whom to negotiate; so-called Independenis that which has been given the title, Plan for Accelerating
to coerce over to their side. Let no-one make any mistakgyp|oration. This is nothing new. In fact, when the Premier
about this, the so-called Independents representing the Souihnounced it, | thought, ‘Hello, that's familiar. | recognise the
East and the Riverland are very much members of a Labqfords in this press release.’ Surprise, surprise! The words
cabinet. had been lifted from another document which, in fact, was
The Hon. R.J. McEwen interjecting: released by the previous Liberal government from its
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resources development plan when it set up a resources taskperiences. It was a Labor government that did that, because
force. All the targets that the Premier announced were a diredtwas a Labor government that failed to properly plan its
quote from that document; indeed, they were the same quotédrastructure. It is now a Labor government that will not
I used in the house. That in itself is just a small example ofackle the remaining problems. It was a Liberal government
the lengths to which this government will stoop to give thethat delivered on the Southern Expressway: it was a Labor
appearance of actually doing something. government that talked about it. They talked about the
It needs to be pointed out, as | pointed out to the houssouthern arterial road (as they called it), and election after
during an estimates committee, that this government haslection they put out material promising it—but they never
distinguished itself by cutting the target exploration initiativedelivered. A Labor government does not deliver on major
measures that were championed by the Liberal governmestate infrastructure.
and by abolishing funding for the state opal initiative, Opal The Governor’s speech states that we will see the first
SA, that was put to the opal mining industry on the map tacomprehensive Strategic Infrastructure Plan for South
ensure it had an opportunity to move forward. It is a governAustralia. There are some words missing, namely, ‘by a
ment that puts out plenty of spin, uses existing money, cutsabor government’. No previous Labor government in this
off a bit to put elsewhere and tries to make it appear that it istate has put out a comprehensive infrastructure plan. Some
a good new initiative. | am sure my colleagues in their areasf my colleagues may well call me cynical, but | very much
of expertise similarly will work through some of the spin doubt that we will see this Labor government put forward any
headlines to determine how much money, if any, is newsuch comprehensive plan.
money; and, where it is not new money, how much equates There was a surprise for me in the Lieutenant-Governor's
to what was there before or whether it is yet another cuspeech. | listened intently and | read the speech afterwards
program. because | thought perhaps | had missed it—because this is an
I will backtrack to talk about the program that the important issue—but | could find no mention at all of what
government has termed ‘the first comprehensive Strategitis government is going to do to tackle the crippling
Infrastructure Plan for South Australia’. Many governmentsincreases in gas, water and electricity that have occurred
in our state’s history have had comprehensive infrastructurender it—no mention at all. That surprised me, because |
programs. Indeed, a government which was distinguished idistinctly recall on the opening day of the last state election
its service of this state and which had a premier for arthat the now Deputy Premier went in front of the TV cameras
unparalleled period of time was a Liberal government undeto announce that the election had been called on and he said:
the services of Sir Thomas Playford. Sir Thomas Playfordf you want cheaper electricity prices, vote for a Mike Rann
distinguished himself in this state as being one of the gredtabor government. That is what he said, but it has not
strategic masters of his time. He planned infrastructure fohappened.
this state in a way which still benefits our state today. The rail They were also going to do something about the high
infrastructure, the road infrastructure and the infrastructureharges for water and gas. Well, | take the advice of the
which developed into towns and cities and which wasexperts. | would like to share with the house the findings that
planned by that government has been unparalleled comparbdve now been publicly released by a very respected group:
with any efforts of any Labor government; and for thisthe Institute of Chartered Accountants of Australia. They
government to try to claim that its infrastructure plan is thehave undertaken an analysis of water, gas and electricity
first such plan is a joke, even going back to the time of Siprices. This is a very detailed analysis that has been done in
Thomas Playford, let alone the plans that have been put in@very appropriate way: they have looked at the average usage
place by successive Liberal governments. per South Australian household in terms of water, electricity
In terms of infrastructure, Liberal governments plannedand gas. Their findings are fascinating, and | would like to
many transport initiatives that, if fully delivered, would have share them with the house.
solved many of the transport problems in our state. It was a | refer to the figures that they published from 1 July 2001
Liberal government that built the O-Bahn system. | might(the last figures that were available under the previous Liberal
add, it was a Labor government that opposed the O-Bahgovernment) to 1 July 2004, the most recent figures available
through the then Labor leader. John Bannon vociferousljor water and electricity, but not quite for gas—and | will
opposed the O-Bahn, did not want it to happen and did natome back to that in a moment. These figures show that,
want it here and, as a consequence, the O-Bahn has narider this Labor government, the price of water has gone up
become what it should have been. The O-Bahn was to belay 27.9 per cent for the average South Australian household.
north-south system. It was going to be connected through tth gets worse. They also found that the price of electricity
Glenelg. What did the Labor Party do? When the Bannomnder this Labor government from July 2001 to the present
government came into office, because they did not believe ihas gone up by 26.03 per cent for the average household.
the O-Bahn, they scrapped the plans. They scrapped those M s Rankine: Why? Because you sold it off.
infrastructure plans and the southern suburbs missed out on TheHon. W.A. MATTHEW: The member for Wright
an O-Bahn. Also, as a consequence, the light rail that thmterjects: because you sold it off.
O-Bahn could have become—because it is capable of Ms Rankine interjecting:
electrification—did not go to Glenelg. Now decades later TheHon. W.A. MATTHEW: | will come back to that.
they are dabbling around with a public competition for theAccording to this report, the price of gas has gone up from
colour of a tram. What a joke! 3 August 2001 to 1 July 2004 by 17.9 per cent under this
We also saw the Labor Party in action over road infra-Labor government. However, a further increase took place
structure. It was a Liberal government that developed th@8 days later. To bring us up to the present day, in all fairness
north-south corridor plan: it was a Labor government undethat needs to be added. That increase was announced by the
John Bannon that sold off the land that would have providedjovernment as 7.3 per cent. That is not quite accurate,
our state with a north-south road corridor; that would havebecause it was 7.3 per cent for people who are not pensioners.
solved many of the transport problems that our city today~or pensioners, the government removed the concession on
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the supply charge, so the price went up by a further 12 peministers govern for nobody but themselves; they will do
cent. Under this Labor government the average Souttwhat they have to and pay whom they have to get them over
Australian household is now paying an extra 26.5 per cent faio their side to allow them to continue with their grubby
gas, but for the average pensioner it has gone up 32 per ceteals.

under this uncaring Labor government.

Now, back to the member for Wright's interjection. She  pr CAICA (Colton): My attitude to the Address in
seems to think that privatisat_ion is the cause of thesﬁep|y and proroguing of par”ament has become reasonab|y
problems. If the member for Wright believes that, | ask heryye|l-known. Be that as it may, you can only deal with what
which party privatised the South Australian Gas Company¥oy have, not with what you wish you may have. To that
It was the Labor Party. If the member for Wright believes thatxtent, | rise to support the motion to adopt the Address in
privatisation brought about the increase in electricity pricesRep|y_ | thank His Excellency MrBruno Krumins for
| ask her: which party first privatised electricity? The deputising for the Governor and, in particular, | thank the
electricity infrastructure at Torrens IsIaan was privatised bygovernor, Marjorie Jackson-Nelson, for her outstanding work
the last Labor government. So, the first government tqynd the contribution she is making to South Australia. It is
privatise energy was not a Liberal government but a Labogafe to say that | am an unashamed republican. As | told those
government. _ wonderful people taking Australian citizenship at the West

That debate really adds nothing to the process. Atthe enfrrens citizenship ceremony last Friday on Australian
of the day, South Australian are being dudded. In short, thegjtizenship Day, we will revisit that issue and it will be a
have been told untruths by this government. South Austmatter for them to decide whether or not it is appropriate that
ralians were promised cheaper electricity, cheaper water aRge have the Queen as our head of state. That is a debate that
cheaper gas, but what have they been delivered by this Labgje will have but, in the interim, while we have to have a
government? A 26.03 per cent increase in electricity pricesgovernor, | am very pleased that we have an outstanding
a 27.9 per cent increase in water prices; a 26.5 per ceplerson in Marjorie Jackson-Nelson, who is making a

increase in gas prices; but pensioners have been slugged Wiglynderful contribution to South Australia and is dearly loved
a 32 per cent increase—all this by a government that claimgy the people of South Australia.

to be the champion of the working people! In my experience, .
Labor governments can fool some of the people some of the 10day | wish to focus on a few relevant matters that relate
time, but they can't fool all of the people all of the time. to my electorate in the context of His Excellen.cys §peech.
There is no doubt that the untruths which were told before thi} IS Safe to say that our government came to office with clear
election and which continue to be told in relation to energyN&jOr Policy priorities. Health is one of those priority areas.

costs will come back to bite this government, because thg"c€ coming to government, we have undertaken the

South Australian people are waking up to what this governCenerational Health Review, W.hiCh isa 20-year plan for the
ment has done toptheFr)n. gup g better health of all South Australians to look at primary health

This government has failed to deliver. It has not on|ycare, early intervention and community management with a

failed, but it has failed miserably. This government couldfo‘i(us oln 3” ashpects ofbhealth, ingludting memﬁ" health.hl
have, should have but did not do anything about electricit*cXNoW!€dge the contribution made by my colleague the
prices. This government could have done more with gad'émber for Giles with respect to specific issues that she
prices, and it disgusts me that those increases in gas pricé@iSed in relation to mental health. As a member of the
which | add are far greater than the increases that ha vernment, | admit that we have a long way to go but, uniike
occurred in electricity prices, occurred on the back of thidhe previous government, we have a plan. It will be a plan

government’s sinking $64 million into the gas industry. My that will go beyond the electoral cycles. For too long
colleague the member for Davenport, through his role as guccessive governments have governed for electoral cycles,

representative on the Economic and Finance Committe@nd this is not whatthis governmentis doing. Itis looking at
endeavoured to have this deal reviewed. Quite rightfully, o ong-term strategic plansin the areas of health, edugatlpn and
behalf of the people of South Australia, he wanted this dedftNer priority areas. We have a long way to go, but it will be
reviewed. What did the government do? It used its numbe@chleved_through cooperation and the coalface ownership of
to engineer yet another Labor cover-up. As | said, | have beeP09ressive change.
here during the course of a previous Labor government, and We can compare this to what was occurring under the
a foul stench of cover-up and corruption is now starting tgprevious minister for health, when the matter of the silos that
walft from the Labor government offices just as it has beforeare our public hospitals was continually promoted. Those
There is nothing surer than history repeating itself. What hakospitals were pitted against each other to the detriment of the
happened time and time again in this state is that Labadelivery of service. They were poaching each other’s staff
governments get in, mess up badly and get thrown out, anahd squeezing the funding in such a way that whichever
then a Liberal government has to come back into office to fixhospital that had the ear of the department seemed to benefit.
up their mess. Again, it was not government for all South Australians: it was

I well recall the words of one Labor member after the statespecific government that targeted specific areas and pitted
election who said to me after we had been in government faagainst each other departments that had the capacity to work
a few months, ‘I have to say that you blokes are doing a goodollectively. | am very pleased that the honourable member
job of cleaning up our mess.’ | said, ‘Why is that? What is theis no longer the minister. | am very pleased to highlight the
catch?’ He said, ‘Nothing; you are just going to makeapproach taken by our minister of health to make sure that
yourselves so unpopular that we will probably be back in twahere is some ownership of the progressive change that we
terms. We will just spend up big and we will probably stayintend to introduce in the form of the Generational Health
there for three.” It horrifies me that that is the sort of attitudeReview over the next 20 years. We do not understate the
that prevails among the people who purport to govern omnormous task ahead of us but, unlike the previous govern-
behalf of all South Australians. In my experience, Laborment, at least we have a plan, and we will stick to that plan.
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Regarding the previous minister and the QEH, we haveroper equitable funding as it applies to independent and
heard about some of the attitudes of the people opposite i@atholic schools. | also have excellent high schools—Henley
relation to the speech delivered by the Lieutenant-GovernoHigh School and Findon High School. In relation to Henley
How many times did the previous minister promise theHigh School, as with promises made in regard to the QEH,
people of South Australia a QEH upgrade? It was never goingre know that hollow promises were made by the previous
to happen. It was envisaged to transform the QEH into government in regard to the redevelopment of Henley High
community hospital and to remove its specialist areas oBchool: it was on the never-never. | am pleased that our
expertise. It would have resulted in the people of the westergovernment has recognised the needs of Henley High School
suburbs and the people of South Australia not havingnd that it has a focus based on the needs of all our schools.
available to them the quality of expertise that the Queenn our infinite wisdom, we have ensured that a proper
Elizabeth has been renowned for over the past 50 years. Sedevelopment of Henley High School will take place. |
we remedied that situation and ensured that the QEH hascangratulate the department and the minister on that initia-
strong, viable future in the context of the overall delivery oftive.
health services in this state. Indeed, we have added an extra Another of my primary schools is Fulham North Primary
$120 million for stages 2 and 3 of the redevelopment of thaSchool. Itis a great school, and | was there only this morning
hospital. As opposed to the community hospital the peopl&ith our Premier and one of our reading ambassadors, Che
of the western suburbs and South Australia were going to g&tockatoo-Collins, to congratulate it on its outstanding
under the stewardship of the former minister, under thiperformance with respect to grasping and embracing the
government the future of the QEH is secure. Premier’s Reading Challenge. | heard the member for Bright

At the moment, some challenges face the QEH. Stage 4peak earlier about spin, and he included the Premier's
of the redevelopment, which originally was only ever goingReading Challenge within his view of spin. | assume from his
to be a community hospital, was never designed in such eomments that either he does not support it or, indeed, he will
way that there would ever be stages 2 and 3. Through thadvocate in his schools that this is mere spin.
cooperative approach which the minister has undertaken and Let us look at some of the statistics that apply to the
which | highlighted earlier, it is essential that we involve all Premier’'s Reading Challenge. Bearing in mind that Fulham
the people at that hospital in the design of stages 2 and 3 tdorth Primary School is no different from the raft of schools
ensure that those stages are able to meld with stage 1. | ahroughout South Australia that have embraced our Premier’s
pleased that the QEH'’s future is secure and that it will be abl®eading Challenge, 81 per cent, or 300 of its students, have
to deliver the full range of services that the people of thecompleted the challenge. That figure is reflected throughout
western suburbs have had available to them for over 50 yeatthe schools in my district and, indeed, all schools in South
| am also pleased that our government has ensured that tAeistralia. When we look at some of the newsletters of those
QEH will remain vital to the health needs of all South schools, we see that teachers have highlighted that the
Australian people. Premier's Reading Challenge has encouraged students who

Another priority area is that of education, and again we arevere previously reluctant to read or who were discouraged
a government with a vision and a plan with respect to thérom reading due to weak reading skills to respond to being
educational needs and requirements of South Australianshallenged. | think it has been a great initiative. The schools
Again, these plans obviously need to go beyond the electoraélave found that the idea of being challenged appeals to many
cycles we have witnessed in the past. We are tacklingf the students—particularly the boys, who, in fact, have put
classroom sizes, retention levels and a curriculum width thanore of an effort into reading than they had in the past. |
will cater for the needs of all South Australian children. Wethink it is an outstanding initiative, and it is a wonder that it
have SHIP programs and specialist SHIP schools. We havead not been thought of before.
specialist sports schools and music schools. We have We are now encouraging all South Australian students to
specialist drama schools. | think there needs to be greatenjoy the benefits of reading and, through this challenge,
focus on VET and technology in a more coordinated apensure that a foundation is laid for the rest of their lives with
proach to the way in which this component of the curriculumrespect to the advantages that can accrue through reading.
is delivered to South Australian students. These are some of the comments made by some of the kids:

The program of solar power in our schools is also verylt improved my reading, ‘It made me push to read and
heartening. It looks at integrating our approach to theéborrow more,’ ‘I can't believe that I've read so many books
environment with respect to the needs of our schools and thie such a short time,” ‘It was fun’ and ‘We finished our
environmental initiatives that this government takes on boardooks.’

It ensures that, through such initiatives, there is also an Interestingly, | am reliably informed that the amount of
educational component for students in regard to the benefithildren now attending public libraries to borrow books has
of solar power and other such environmental initiatives. lincreased as result of the Premier's Reading Challenge.
would like to see that extended to the collection and propeEducation is one of our government’s priority areas, and |
recycling of the precious resource of rainwater in schoolsbelieve the future looks well in regard to present and future
because we know there is ample roof space in all our schooouth Australian students because of the vision and the policy
in South Australia. In line with our approach to solar power,that will be implemented by this government. | am glad that
we should look at ways to capture and use that water for thine Minister for Family and Community Services is here,
benefit of all South Australians. because if there is an area that | think we can improve upon

I have many excellent schools in my electorate—Seatoit is children with special needs. There needs to be a greater
Park Primary School, Grange Primary School, Henleylink between the education department and the offices of the
Primary School, Fulham Gardens Primary School, the Stavlinister for Family and Community Services, particularly in
of the Sea, Mater Christi, St Francis and St Michael’s. | addhe disability area, to make sure that there is a more integrated
that that list includes four of the Catholic schools that willapproach to ensure that the needs of those students with
benefit under the initiatives of Mark Latham with respect tospecial needs are met.
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Another priority area of our government s, of course, thelrag. It made very interesting reading. There was some very
environment. Our approach to the environment is abouinteresting contributions, and | would encourage members of
sustainability. Since we have been in government, we havihis house to revisit the specific contributions they made at
seen initiatives in regard to the River Murray, and the Premiethe time that this house debated the likely decision to go to
being able to secure an historic deal with other premiers iwar in Irag, and to transpose the position they took at that
regard to the well-being of what is South Australia’s andstage with what we know today as being fact and reality. The
Australia’s lifeblood, the River Murray. We are looking at fact is that our Prime Minister and the Coalition of the
and about to introduce marine protected areas and policy Willing sent Australians, and others, into war based on a lie;
regard to the Living Coast. As a member whose electoratthat is, there were no weapons of mass destruction. | would
probably has six or seven kilometres of coastline, | welcomde asking the Prime Minister today if he believes that his
these particular initiatives. | think that our approach to theactions and the actions of his government have made
environment has been quite outstanding with its integratedustralia a safer place. Indeed, can the Prime Minister
approach to natural resource management and, as | mentionguarantee the safety of Australian civilians in Iraq at this
earlier, the solar panelling of our schools. | only wish that thepoint in time? If he cannot, he should call for them to come
federal government would take on board the comments of theome.
state premiers in regard to adopting the Kyoto Agreement. Of So, itis fact, no matter what was said during the debate on
course, we saw that as a state government we were ableltag, that our soldiers, the American soldiers, and all those
defeat the push by the federal coalition government in regaretho are over there at the moment, were sent to wage war on
to the nuclear dump in South Australia which, indeed, wasnatters that were not based in fact, that were indeed a lie.
pushed by numerous South Australian federal members dtat gets me onto area of lies, and what it is that we want
parliament who, clearly, are not looking after or protectingAustralians to believe in with respect to the representation
the needs of the people who elected them by advocating thteey get from elected members. | could talk for a while, and
position that they did. | could say that the Prime Minister was re-elected on a lie in

Another great initiative is the One Million Trees. It was regard to the children overboard affair. What message are we
only two weeks ago that | attended a planting session aending to Australian children? What message are we sending
Searange Court at Grange with a group of local constituentso the Australian people—that it is all right for their elected
It was conducted under the auspices of Our Patch Group, amdembers of parliament to lie? | certainly do not believe it all
we planted, whilst not necessarily trees, shrubs and grasseght for my children to lie.
indigenous to that area. It was a pleasure for me to be able to So | ask, what is it? Is it okay to lie? Is that what our
work closely with members of my community, and to look Prime Minister believes is appropriate behaviour for members
at rehabilitating that particular area at the Grange LakesfParliament, indeed, Australian people? Let us have a look
adjacent to Searange Court. at the record: | briefly mentioned children overboard; |

One of the difficulties in ensuring that the various mentioned Iraq; look at th@ampa look at the warnings on
priorities of our government are met is the level of fundinglndonesian terrorism that never saw the light of day; look at
that we have available. To this extent, it would be greatlythe denials of any knowledge of torture at Abu Ghraib; look
appreciated if the federal government could look at moret the shocking behaviour of minister Reith with the phone-
equitable funding as it applies to the provision of funds to thecard, and his lies in regard to children overboard; look at
states, because | believe that South Australia has been shddfrmer minister Wooldridge in regard to the MRI scandal,
changed by this current federal government when it comes tand then getting a job with the beneficiaries of that scandal.
the money that is provided to South Australians in the areas So, 9 October is a crucial day in regard to the future of
of roads, road maintenance, health and education. EarlierAustralia, and it will be a day in which Australians will
mentioned our South Australian representatives. There iedefine themselves and their future. It is interesting that,
often a fuss made about the fact that as a state we are battingnen the Prime Minister is asked about those lies of the past,
well above our weight in regard to our representation on thae says that he is not interested in the past, he is very
front bench, but, again, when looking at the nuclear dumpglismissive of them and that this election is about the future.
and when looking at Patrick Secker and his earlier attitudd, agree that this election is about the future, but to be
before he did a backflip, in relation to the River Murray, | confident in the future you have to look at the past, and what
question how well we have been represented by these federaé are going to get if Howard is re-elected is more lies and
members and federal frontbenchers. more of the same.

So, | call on the federal government—and hopefully that Yesterday in another place, the honourable—he is
will change on 9 October—to ensure that there is a propenonourable by name or title only—Rob Lucas posed a
amount of funding provided to the state that recognises ouguestion regarding the Labor candidate for Hindmarsh, Steve
population, size and the needs of the state. We need a propg8eorganas, and it was typical of Rob Lucas’s attitudes and
commitment to South Australia from our federal representaactions in this parliament over many years in regard to muck
tives and the current federal government. October 9, ofaking, which he is very good at. In fact, | think he has been
course, is a very important day in the lives of all Australiansbred to do that, because | am not sure whether or not Rob
In fact, it is an election which will redefine Australia. | spoke Lucas has had any form of employment other than as a
earlier about Kyoto and the differences in education betweemember of the party apparatus or a member of Parliament.
our side and the opposition and, indeed, the River Murray antido not believe that he has had too many life experiences, but
the nuclear dump, but on 9 October there is an opportunitie is very good at gutter politics. Yesterday he raised a
for all South Australians to make sure that, in this electionguestion in relation to the Labor candidate, the future Labor
we redefine Australia in a proper way. member for Hindmarsh, Mr Steve Georganas and, again, |

Recently, | revisited the contributions made by honourablevould highlight the fact that Rob Lucas, who is honourable
members of the house regarding the situation in the lead-upy title only, is a consistent participant in grubby muck-
to the decision of the Coalition of the Willing to wage war in raking politics. | am not sure which of his colleagues referred
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to the Prime Minister as being—and | might not have it rightman. I liked our prime minister at that time because | thought
so | will paraphrase it—'a lying little rodent’. he was a good prime minister for Australia. It was clear at
Mr Snelling: Brandis. that stage that the people of Australia did not have an affinity
Mr CAICA: Brandis, was it? Senator Brandis. ‘A lying with or a liking for Paul Keating. One thing | will mention is
little rodent.” A former high-ranking official of the Liberal that, from going around the streets and talking to people, |
Party, John Valder, is running against John Howard in thé&now that the current Prime Minister is more hated than Paul
seat of Bennelong, because he believes that John HowardKigating ever was, and that is a good sign for 9 October. It has
not good for Australia. | agree with John Valder in thatbeen a privilege for me to respond to the Deputy Governor’s
regard; | have not agreed with much of what he has said inddress today, and | commend the motion to the house.
the past but | agree with him in that regard. So, we have a
senator who allegedly referred to the Prime Minister as ‘a TheHon. |.F. EVANS (Davenport): | rise in support of
lying little rodent’; and we have, in the other house, someonéie motion and congratulate Her Excellency on the good
whose politics are akin to a sewer rat. Why is Rob Lucagvork she does and also congratulate the Governor's Deputy
doing this? One, it is reflective of the way that he is, heon his contribution to the opening of the Fourth Session of the
knows no better; two, he’s trying to get a political advantagd-iftieth Parliament. | agree with the member for Colton that
for the Liberal candidate Simon Birmingham in the seat of9 October is a very important day because it is the start of the
Hindmarsh. Why is he doing that? Because he knows thatricket season—and we cannot wait to get out there with a bit
things are not going too well in Hindmarsh. That is, that Mrof sun on our backs and have a bit of a hit. We cannot wait
Birmingham is an interloper and he has no local connectiorfor the season to start. My only comment about the federal
Mr Snelling: He is a blow-in. election for the member for Colton is that, ultimately, if
Mr CAICA: He is a blow-in and they are trying to gain people elect the Latham government, then they will get what
political advantage through muck raking and unsubstantiatediey deserve—and that will be an interesting chapter in
allegations being done under the protection of privilege irAustralian history if it occurs. It will be interesting to see
another place. | have met the— what the public does. These things go in cycles, and it will be
The Hon. I.F. Evans interjecting: interesting to see whether or not the cycle turns this time. |
Mr CAICA: Itis nice to see the member for Davenportdo not know whether the member for Colton will be that
laugh because we do not see it very often. | am glad that hexcited in a couple of years’ time if Latham happens to get
can afford to chuckle at this time. This is a serious matter anthe nod. | do not think it will be an exciting period for
that is how he treats a lot of serious matters, by chuckling.Australia necessarily, but we will see what happens. All
TheHon. |.F. Evans. Make up your mind. | never laugh indications are that it will be fairly tight. | guess, to some
or | laugh too much. degree, the member for West Torrens was probably lucky
Mr CAICA: You hardly laugh at all, Mr Stoneface. | have Latham did not get into his taxi because of the issues
met the Liberal candidate for Hindmarsh and he seems to irrounding that.
a very nice man, but he is an interloper and he is a blow-in. | do not particularly want to give a 30-minute federal
The fact is that he is getting assistance through gutter politicglection speech. | think the federal politicians are quite
from a member in another place. capable of managing that little exercise on their own. | want
Mr Goldsworthy interjecting: to make some comments about some local issues which have
Mr CAICA: For the benefit of the member for Kavel, | been raised with me over the last few weeks and months in
know a bit about the background of the Liberal candidate irrelation to my electorate of Davenport and, in particular, |
Hindmarsh. | know a little bit about him, but it is not my style raise the issue of the Black Road upgrade. The Black Road
to come in here and play the same games as Rob Lucas dogpgrade has a long history, and the most recent positioning

The Hon. |.F. Evans interjecting: by the government about the Black Road upgrade at Flagstaff

Mr CAICA: | do not play that game either. Hill is unfortunate. | believe that the residents of Flagstaff

The ACTING SPEAKER (MsThompson): I remindthe  Hill have every right to be angry with what this government
member to be careful with his use of titles. is now proposing for Black Road. | do support the upgrade

Mr CAICA: Thank you. | was getting excited, Madam of Black Road. My understanding is that the state government
Acting Speaker, and | will not do that again. | am not goinghas recently written to the City of Onkaparinga announcing
to lay a bucket on anyone, because that is not my style.the third downgrade in as many years, and for that reason |
would, however, issue a warning to the Hon. Rob Lucas inthink the residents of Flagstaff Hill will be fairly upset when
another place, and any other person in this house or the othirey find out about this.
place that, if that is the way the game is to be played, | will  On 9 August 2004, Tim O’Loughlin, who is Chief
ultimately have no hesitation in playing exactly the sameExecutive of the Department of Transport, wrote to the City
game. of Onkaparinga confirming that the state government's

I want to finish off by again congratulating the Governor'sallocation of $1.09 million to the project will be used in
Deputy on his contribution at the opening of this session otonjunction with a $1.2 million allocation for the City of
parliament. | remind everyone that 9 October will be anOnkaparinga. Unfortunately, what the letter also says is that
extremely important day in the lives, and for the future, of allthe project will be smaller in its coverage than was originally
South Australians. envisaged—and that is what will cause considerable unrest

An honourable member interjecting: in the suburb of Flagstaff Hill. The member for Fisher made

Mr CAICA: | heard another interjection, and | will draw some comments about the suburb of Flagstaff Hill. From
an analogy or a comparison. | have not been in this place vememory, he said something along the lines of, ‘They do not
long but | have been around for a little time, and in the 1996@ask for a lot, but they do want Black Road upgraded.’ | think
election the bloke who was leading Australia was particularthat is probably a fair summary of it. Black Road is a major
ly—if | use this word | am sure it will get some agreement onarterial road through that area and it really does need
the other side—hated by the Australian public. | liked theupgrading. The lack of footpaths, road sealing, traffic lights
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or roundabouts has created a number of issues for that Eden Hills would be part of that facility upgrade, if you
particular section of the electorate for a length of time. like. The government has shown a total lack of commitment

What we are told is that the main concern regarding theo the Eden Hills area through its decision to delay the
Black Road upgrade is the continued reduction in the projeaeplacement of the Eden Hills CFS station by up to 10 years.
scope by Transport SA, which occurred in December 200Ideed, | think that is regrettable.
and then again more recently in August 2004. The reduction | wish to make some comment about events that have
in project scope will result in a direct reduction to the benefitoccurred in the past few months. | do not want to comment
to be provided to the local community. The main areas of thearticularly about the member for Chaffey’s rise to the
project scope that have been decreased in the most receninistry within the government. Not everyone gets the
changes are as follows: the length of road upgraded frorapportunity to serve at the ministerial level, and | am sure she
3.3 kilometres down to 1.2 kilometres; a 600-metre sectionill enjoy the experience. But | want to comment on the
over the Manning Road-Oakridge Road intersection; thevents of that week in this regard: | think it is a very sad state
junction treatments are reduced from 15 down to just sixpf affairs when we have a protest out the front of Parliament
with lighting only being installed at the upgraded junctions;House from the disabled community seeking money for its
the bus bays and platforms are reduced from 16 to eight; afddoving On program and the government saying it does not
the bitumen overlay excluded, which may result in a patchhave enough money to assist those people, because of budget
work effect on the road’s surface, which will mean a veryrestraints, the perilous state of the budget and ‘we are chasing
rough ride over Black Road. They are the main areas athe AAA rating’. Then the very next day the government
concern. There are a list of others but they are at least trEnnounced it has enough money to spend at least $2 million
main areas of concern. extra a year on another minister. Whether or not the govern-

The total project cost in 2001 (when this project wasment should have had a 15th minister is not the argument |
originally announced) was $2.23 million. In 2002, Transportraise in the debate tonight.

SA increased the cost to $4.2 million—a $2 million blow-out 1 think it is sad that we have a government that thinks
in a project that was only $2.2 million suddenly went up tospending $2 million on a 15th minister is more important than
$4.2 million. The cost of providing the same project scopespending $2 million on the disabled community. | do not
today (2004) has now increased to $4.97 million—we willunderstand that, to be honest. | do not understand how that
call it $5 million in round figures. What we have is a project becomes the priority. | guess it is that which really disturbed
which was $2.23 million in 2001 and which has now blownme about the establishment of the 15th ministry. Itis not the
out to $5 million in 2004 and, as a result, the scope of thdact that the government wants 14 or 15 ministers for its own
project is being cut for the third time in as many years. It ispolitical convenience. The convenience of the disabled
unfortunate that the government lacks commitment to thisommunity in South Australia was just shunned. The
project. Itis trying to push more and more of the costs ont@onvenience of the disabled community was shut out. It
the City of Onkaparinga, which then results in anincrease imeflects poorly on the government that it does that to the
rates to local residents. The local residents are not onlgisabled community. | think that is something which
getting a smaller project but ultimately they will get higher parliament ultimately will need to consider in future debates
council rates as a result of this particular project if theabout funding for the disabled. It disturbed me that the
government has its way. As the local member for half ofgovernment was saying, ‘We do not have money for wheel-
Flagstaff Hill—the member for Fisher has the other half—Ichairs, but we have money for white cars’. That is not the
am particularly angry that the government has gone down thisiessage | would have sent.

path. Ms Rankine interjecting:

This is a government that has announced in the last TheHon. |.F. EVANS: It is not the message | would
fortnight or so that it will get an extra $995 million out of the have sent if | were in government. The other issue | want to
GST than was originally budgeted for. Yet this governmentaise is the approach of the Premier in relation to the South
cannot find enough money to completely upgrade Black Roadustralian National Football League and the pokies reduc-
without pushing extra costs onto the poor unsuspectingon. | think the football community needs to understand, loud
ratepayers of the City of Onkaparinga, in this case at Flagstaéind clear, that the Premier’s legislation is pushing for them
Hill. 1 put on the record the community’s and my tolose upto $2 million ayearinrevenue. | know the SANFL
disappointment at the pig-headness of the government imas had the Premier in their adverts occasionally, pushing the
relation to the Black Road upgrade. If the residents ofSANFL. But the Premier is now in the seat and driving the
Flagstaff Hill have something to be upset about, they shoultegislation. The Premier is driving the argument that our
talk to the residents of Eden Hills. They have had an upgrad8outh Australian National Football League clubs could lose
or a replacement of their CFS fire station pushed out byip to $2 million a year through legislation. | think the football
10 years. They have now been advised—and | understarmbmmunity needs to understand that. Ultimately, it is the
there have been media reports—a replacement CFS stati®nemier’s legislation and, if the Premier gets his way and if
at Eden Hills that was going to cost around $750 000 tave believe what the SANFL tells us, then community clubs,
$800 000 in 2002 has been pushed out by 10 years. The Edatleast the SANFL clubs, will lose up to $2 million a year as
Hills and Mitcham Hills area of the state has not seen an Ash result of the Premier’s legislation.

Wednesday style of fire for many years. | am not quite sure why the Premier would want to
The Hon. M.J. Atkinson interjecting: introduce legislation to take $2 million out of local football.
The ACTING SPEAKER (MsThompson): Order! At this point, | declare an interest. When | was younger and

Interjections are out of order. sillier and a lot fitter | had the pleasure of playing for the

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: An Ash Wednesday fire has not Sturt Football Club. | am no longer a member; | have drifted
occurred in the Mitcham Hills area because of the excellent and out of membership, but (from memory) currently I am
work of the CFS in that area. The CFS can perform thahot a member. | am concerned that the local football com-
excellent work because of good facilities, and a new statiomunity do not understand that, if the Premier has his way,
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$2 million will be taken out of football. What that really path of closing some of our overseas offices, but | hope that
means is that it will be taken out of local football, because thesomeone in government is looking at what is happening in
SANFL will have to make bigger contributions to the clubs, China, because the Chinese economy is gearing up very
and the next level down will suffer as a result of thequickly inthe manufacturing sector. They have a far cheaper
Premier’s legislation: the junior development programs angbroduction regime than do we. If we are not careful in South
the umpire development programs. Australia where manufacturing is one of our very big

| want to place on the record my congratulations for thestrengths, if we are not right on the ball and right on the
Coromandel Valley Primary School. | think this school mightmoney with diversifying our economy into other areas, we
have created history in South Australia; it might be the onlycould be left behind.
school to have a capital works project totally funded by the What really concerns me is that we hear lots of talk from
federal government. When the state government came inthe government about manufacturing and infrastructure plans,
power it decided that it would take $800 000 out of thepopulation plans and plans for everything else, but there is
Coromandel Valley Primary School upgrade. The federahothing really happening. The feedback | get from the
government left its $1.2 million there, but the state govern€ommunity is that, while the economy is good at a national
ment took $800 000 out. A few weeks ago | had the pleasurkevel through a reasonably strong national economy which
of attending the opening of the new buildings at the Coronaturally flows on to the states, the state government is not
mandel Valley Primary School. It has been a huge workloadeally taking any tough decisions about restructuring our
for the Principal, Jaci Hockley, and the other members of theconomy. If the federal economy turns for some reason, how
school community. So, | want to place on the record mywell prepared are we to hold up at the current level? What
congratulations to them for surviving all the drama andconcerns me is that the government really does not have a
trauma that they have been put through by this governmenfiocus on economic development other than one for producing
They worked through the process and they delivered to theglossy documents. They keep producing glossy documents
community a fantastic facility, but | think it is unfortunate and having launches of glossy documents to make it look like
that the state government was so small-minded that it toothey are actually doing something. | am concerned that hard
$800 000 out of that community within months of coming to decisions on the ground and the restructuring of industries are
office. not necessarily happening.

Mrs Geraghty interjecting: The member for Bright raised some issues about the

The ACTING SPEAKER (MsThompson): Order! The  Economic and Finance Committee and some of the inquiries
member for Torrens will not interrupt the member for that we have tried to move. Itis true that | did try to move for
Davenport. an inquiry into the $64 million gas subsidy. | thought it

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: So, in my view, the Coromandel important that the parliament look at what is the biggest
Valley Primary School needs to be congratulated for théndustry subsidy paid by this government. As luck would
facility it has developed. have it, my recollection was that there was an agreement that

There is another issue that | want to raise on behalf of myhe committee would look at that and, some weeks later, the
constituents. | must admit that this is a very complicatednajority of the committee agreed—although the opposition
issue, not one in which | am expert. Some constituents hawdid not agree—to dispatch that particular reference. That has
come to see me about the plight of milk vendors in Soutthappened three times: with the inquiry into the DPP’s office,
Australia. Some of my constituents have seen me in tears ahe $64 million gas subsidy and the land tax inquiry. It is
a number of occasions because of the lack of response by thisfortunate that the Economic and Finance Committee has
government to submissions made by the Milk Vendoraot taken up those issues as fully as it could have. Hopefully,
Association about possible bail-outs or assistance for milkhey will be taken up in other forums.
vendors who are getting done over by the bigger end of town | need to place on the record that | have missed nine out
in the milk industry. The last time one of my constituentsof 57 Economic and Finance Committee meetings. Itis only
came to see me the government had not responded to tfer that | disclose that to my electorate. Some of the Labor
second or third submission from the association. If they hav®Ps have had concerns about that issue and, while | am not
in the meantime, | apologise to the minister, but to mysure what the point of it is, the whispering campaign is that
knowledge they have not. they have had concerns about that, so | thought | would just

As | said, | am not an expert in this issue, but | understandanention that | have missed nine out of 57 meetings. That
the situation to this extent: the big end of town are playing deaves about 80 per cent. | will continue to try to attend as
very tough commercial game with the small end of town (thenany meetings of the Economic and Finance Committee as
milk vendors). The milk vendor who came to see me is inl can.
danger of losing their home. They tell me that they are one Another comment | wish to make is about some of the
of many milk vendors who are going to lose their home. llegislative matters that we might see between now and the
hope the government is working through this issue with thenext state election. We look forward to the debate on the Fair
Milk Vendors Association with a view to trying to assist Work Bill, if the government intends to proceed with that at
these people to remain in their home and be able to earnadl. We look forward to the debate on the planning legislation
reasonable livelihood. As | said, | have raised this issu@inder the new minister, Hon. Trish White—again, if the
because constituents have come to see me about it. government intends to proceed with that at all. It will be

| want to comment on a couple of other issues, one ointeresting to see exactly where the state government goes
which is, | think, a longer term issue. | am concerned that thevith some of the legislation. | note that the environment
state government is not moving quickly enough to continueninister mentioned contaminated land legislation; the
to build the South Australian economy and diversify it into government has been talking about that for nearly three years,
areas other than those in which we have traditional strengthand all we had the other day was a media announcement that
I note in the Lieutenant-Governor’s speech a comment aboiitt is still consulting about it. It is like the government’s
a manufacturing strategy. The government went down theoastal development policies; they have delayed the imple-
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mentation of marine protected areas by four or five years dével of encouragement and support was evident to me,
least. They are saying that they are committed to marinespecially in the way that the school library had been
planning and introducing marine parks as long as they takerganised for the reading challenge. The school librarian,
four or five years longer to do it. It really shows the lack of Ms Rene Wayville, set up a number of special displays in the
commitment of the government and that the department hd&rary holding books from the Premier’s Reading Challenge
been distracted in other areas from delivering those marinigooklist in such a way as to assist the children in easily being
protected areas. able to pick up a listed book and participate in the challenge.
Another area | want to touch on is the continual breakingDisplays were primarily established for the younger students,
of promises by the government; whether it be on powewith older students encouraged to use their library skills to
prices, Sunday trading, the sale of Cheltenham, the goveritrack down the books they wanted to read. Perhaps the most
ment has a record of promising— encouraging aspect of the Premier's Reading Challenge is
The Hon. JW. Weatherill: | remember your record on hearing from teachers and parents that the children are
the sale of Cheltenham: sell it for industrial land. | have thedeveloping a love of reading which, in turn, feeds back into

quote fromHansard the development of their literacy skills.
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: The member for Cheltenham, the  The quality of the books selected for the reading challenge
minister— is another indication of why so many children have read with
TheHon. J.W. Weatherill: | have you inHansard |  such a great appetite. The authors, such as Quentin Blake,
know exactly what you said. Graeme Base, Mem Fox, Dr Seuss, Roald Dahl, Colin Thiele,

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Well, the member for Chelten- Paul Jennings, Mark Twain, Max Fatchen, John Marsden,
ham as the local member was the candidate. He was standifgllian Rubenstein, Charles Dickens, May Gibbs, C.S. Lewis,
up in the Messengemith his good friend the councillor Douglas Adams, Victor Kelleher, Emily Rodda, Tolkien,
saying, ‘We will defend it. It will never go to housing. It will George Orwell and J.K. Rowling, are all recognised as
always remain open space.’ creating literary works well-known for their quality, accessi-

TheHon. JW. Weatherill: No. bility and the enduring themes they contain. These authors are

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: It will always remain open space. but a small fraction of a large selection across a range of
So, it will be interesting to see what the government doeéterary genres, meaning that the Premier's Reading Chal-
with that and whether it backs up the member for Cheltenharienge is not just about reading but is also about providing
or if it just rolls over on that promise as well. It will be students with a choice of reading material that suits them. It
interesting to see in due course. | have no doubt that thehows a genuine attempt to list books which students from
member for Adelaide will be out there saying that she willright across the state might enjoy and identify with. Such an
save the parklands. The government will have to manage bogtpproach is key to providing choice and encouragement,
issues in relation to that issue. rather than setting a narrow and inaccessible range of books

TheHon. J.W. Weatherill: And we’ll manage. that children view as a chore to read. This approach has been

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Well, the member for Chelten- commended by many parents and teachers | have spoken to.
ham says that it will manage it. The proof will be in the  Arguably, the best thing to come from the reading
pudding, | guess. If the performance of this government ighallenge is that it has facilitated the development of a culture
anything to judge on, we will get many more announcements@f reading, and | have heard this at all the schools | have
plans and promises but very little action. visited. | have spoken to teachers who have praised the

Premier for initiating the challenge to establish reading habits

MrsGERAGHTY (Torrens): |, too, congratulate the early in life and to develop a high degree of literacy and
Lieutenant-Governor, Mr Bruno Krumins, on the opening ofcomprehension. The skills developed through reading are
parliament and, of course, our Governor, Marjorie Jacksonvitally important for later life, and the fact that the Premier
Nelson, on the wonderful way that she communicates antas implemented a program that addresses the development
participates with our community groups. Unfortunately | doof these skills early on is something that school communities
not have much time in this debate, so | am going to concerin my electorate have recognised as valuable and important
trate on just one issue. Recently | visited the Dernancournd has resulted in the Premier's Reading Challenge being
Primary School, which is one of several excellent publicreadily integrated as part of day-to-day school activity.
schools in my electorate, for a special presentation of [also congratulate other schools in my electorate who had
certificates and recognition of the school’s efforts in thehigh levels of participation and completion of the Premier’s
Premier's Reading Challenge. | congratulate the 75 per cefReading Challenge, namely, Klemzig Primary School,
of Dernancourt Primary students who completed theNorthfield Primary School (which was incredibly enthusias-
Premier's Reading Challenge. | was surprised to learn thdic), Hampstead Primary School and Heritage College. | am
some students have completed the challenge requirements stitl awaiting the results from Hillcrest Primary, but | have no
only once or twice but four times over, meaning that, fromdoubt that they will be in line with the other schools. | was
the start of the school year until 10 September—the time thagileased to hear from DECS that schools in the Torrens
the Premier's Reading Challenge finished—some Dernarelectorate were listed as having a participation and successful
court Primary students read up to 48 books. That is a numbeompletion rate well above average. | think that is extremely
well beyond the prescribed number of 12. exciting and is another example of the high quality of schools

Itis also important to make mention of and congratulateand the excellent staff that allow these results to be achieved
the number of special needs students at Dernancourt Primanyithin my electorate. The staff in these schools are very
who not only took part in the reading challenge but alsadedicated and always work with the children to allow them
completed it. This level of participation and accomplishmento achieve their very best. As | often say, | am very proud to
is an excellent sign that students at Dernancourt Primargepresent them—and | am very genuine about that—and | am
receive very dedicated support from their teachers and aglad to see that they have benefited from the experience of
strongly encouraged to do their best in all circumstances. Theeing involved in the Premier's Reading Challenge. Given
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the successful completion of the challenge by over 46 00@dvertisera couple of months ago which showed that, once
students in South Australia, the Premier's Reading Challengeeople started to think through and look past the facade of the
appears to have been a wonderful success in its first year. TReemier's announcement, they realised that it was very
students | spoke to at Dernancourt last week were so exciteshallow and, as far as fixing problem gambling, it has the
not only about participating in the challenge but also by thestrength of a piece of tissue paper.
books they had read and were going to read in the future.  That is why | have called for the Premier to show some
A couple of weeks ago, minister Weatherill and | attendedeal leadership and pull this bill. Of course, the Premier will
a housing complex in Cressy Avenue, Windsor Gardens, fonot do that for a couple of reasons. Everything has to be the
people who had an acquired brain injury. It is an excellentargest, the biggest, the greatest and the best when it comes
facility, and, as a government, we are very proud to bdo any announcement from Premier Rann. We hear it all the
associated with it. This facility provides a very safe environtime. Today we heard that we have Australia’s largest
ment for those with an acquired brain injury, but it alsodevelopment at Port Adelaide, a $1.2 billion project. The
allows them to explore themselves and live a very happy anBremier forgot to tell the South Australian community that
comfortable life. | congratulate everyone involved in thatall the history and foundation of that project happened when
process. | know that minister Weatherill was very impressesve were in government.

with the complex. Of course, he always forgets to talk about when these
Motion carried. things were initially developed, when the initiatives came
forward, and the hard work done in the policy development.

[Sitting suspended from 6 to 7.30 p.m.] Today, what we are seeing is the Premier having his back-

bench, in particular, akin to maggots on a fish hook. That is
GAMING MACHINES (MISCELLANEOUS) how | would describe what the Premier is now doing with his
AMENDMENT BILL backbench: it is akin to putting maggots on a fish hook. The

Premier wants to come up with the number one catch so that
Adjourned debate on second reading. in March 2006 the Premier will come out in debate with our
(Continued from 15 September. Page 49.) leader and say ‘| am the first Premier in Australia and,

probably, the world to have a serious impact on problem
Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): Finally, tonight we  gambling, because | alone championed the reduction of 3 000
start a debate, which will continue for some time, | suggestpoker machines in this state. That is what the Premier’s
on the Premier’s much trumpeted Gaming Machines (Miscelmessage will be all about: read this, consider it and then
laneous) Amendment Bill. There has been a lot of talk aboujyatch the debate; and watch in between whenever he gets a
this bill, but it needs to be noted that it has been a long timghance.
coming from the initial stages until we got a bill to debate in  But the fact is that that is cold comfort for the concerned
this parliament. sector. It is cold comfort for the families tonight who do not
This morning | put out a press release wherein | called fohave adequate nutrition in the way of good food on their
the Premier to withdraw his fundamentally flawed bill and totables; that tomorrow night, when many people will get pay
sit down with the parliament, the key stakeholders from thepackets, some of these men and women will spend half if not
concerned sector and the industry sector, and representativ@®re of that pay packet before they even get home. And the
from the IGA, in order to come up with a real and seriousreduction of 3 000 poker machines in a simplistic pea and
solution to problem gambling. Sadly, all we got from the thimble initiative of the Premier will not achieve what really
Premier was his throwing a few barbs across the chambereeds to happen. | want to put on record my appreciation to
during question time, criticising me for bringing to the the concerned sector, and | am talking about the public sector
attention of the South Australian community the problemshat deals with this through the relevant government agencies,
with this bill. the church sector and the welfare sector, because they are
The greatest attribute of the Premier is perception, oactually at the coal face of attempting to address these
painting a facade, of getting out there as good news medigroblems.
Mike and never being seen to talk to the community in this | know that many in the concerned sector want to see
state about matters which a premier should talk to thgupport for the reduction of the 3 000 machines, because they
community about. When it is a bad news story for thehave said to me, ‘At least it is something.’ But it really is not
government, we do not see the Premier at all. A classienuch at all. This government said that what it would do is
example was yesterday. For six weeks the opposition haake Stephen Howells, the President of the Independent
been calling for something to be done about habituaGambling Authority—and we will talk about Mr Howells
offenders who continually breach their bail. We did not sedater. In fact, many of my colleagues are probably going to
or hear from the Premier at all. But when the heat got togay a bit about Mr Howells. The fact is that all this govern-
much for him, after a page 2 story and an editoriallle  ment did was take the IGA report, run it through Treasury
Advertiser and a page 1 story yesterday, the Premier comesnd say, ‘If we were to adopt the IGA report, would it have
out and the South Australian community is supposed t@ny impact on our financial bottom line?’ And that was one
believe the Premier will fix the matter of habitual offendersof the first things done with the IGA report. The government
who repeatedly breach their bail. was not even honest enough to tell this parliament that it
The Premier wants the South Australian community towvould not have any negative impact on their bottom line.
believe that he will champion the cause of a serious reduction In fact, eventually, after many questions in this chamber,
in problem gambling. How will he do it? He will reduce the we got a response by virtue of the budget papers that showed
number of poker machines in this state by 3 000; that alonthat it was not going to have an impact negatively on the
will be the cure for problem gambling in this state. It is abottom line. In fact, reducing the approximately 20 per cent
joke! In fact, the South Australian community is starting to of poker machines (the 3 000 poker machines, if it was to be
wake up to it. One only has to look at the poll ithe 3 000) would see compounding increases in revenue right
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through to 2007-08. If we are serious about addressing revenue to him, he will be happy for some of the back-
problem gambling, are we going to have a real benefit tddench to champion little ways out of the problem that the
those problem gamblers and their families if we are projectPremier has. That is how this Premier works on a daily basis,
ing an increase in expenditure at the gaming machine outletsthd | would like to see a balanced media actually report some
The answer is clearly no, because you cannot spend more aafithat—even if they are intimidated.

get more taxes for the government and see that having a | know for a fact that sometimes the media get heavied
benefit in problem gambling, particularly the way this bill, and intimidated by the media unit. | do not think that is
initially at least, was tabled by the minister. democratic and | do not think that it is in the best interests of

I guess that the minister is part of the scapegoat for théhe South Australian community. | hope one day there will
Premier when it comes to the fundamental flaws of thidoe some media with the fortitude to not be intimidated by the
legislation. When | spoke about maggots on a fish hook, Premier's media unit when it starts to muscle in on them
need to put on public record what actually happened. Thbecause it did not like a front page story or it did not like the
Premier will be squeaky clean on this. Watch the Premier: héact that Brokenshire or the leader, Kerin, or any of our
will say very little and he will vote for the bill as he wants the colleagues got a bit of a minuscule run to actually put the
bill to be passed, knowing full well that discussions haveother side of the debate in a democratic country. | hope that
occurred within the caucus whereby certain members of thene day some members of the media will not be intimidated
Labor Party have been given a job. And the job goes somdsy what the Premier's media unit does—and the Premier’s
thing like this. First, we are under pressure from themedia unit knows exactly what it is doing.

SANFL—and remember that our Premier suddenly becomes There are members of the media out there who are starting
a major supporter of the Panthers. In fact, we all hear and see tell members of parliament that they are being intimidat-
him say, ‘Go Panthers’ on a regular basis on the televisiored—whether they are electronic, print or any other form of
It is interesting that | did not see the Premier around thenedia. So | call on the media, right up front in this debate, to
South Adelaide Football Club too much until we were gettingshow the South Australian community that this legislation is
close to the last election; nevertheless, | do not mind thaundamentally flawed for one key reason—it will have little,
because, as a Panther supporter myself, | support the Leadeany, positive impact on addressing problem gambling. |
of the Government going with the Panthers. But pressure ialso call on them to show the South Australian community
coming to bear, and we saw it tonight when the SANFL—upfront that the Premier like a slippery fish will let those
with more people in that room than even parliamentarians, inaggots on the fish hooks (namely, the backbench) get their
might add—was there doing a presentation on behalf of onktle bits through in order to appease organisations so that the
of the Labor backbenchers. pressure is taken off.

The fact of the matter is that that Labor backbencher will  What will that do for the concerned sector? Let us look at
not be sanctioned for that, even though it is on the publithe mathematics of this, for a start. When the Premier
record that the minister has said, on many occasions, ‘Thignnounced this, he had to round off the figures, because if
bill is not negotiable; this bill is the bill that the Premier and you are going to get a good headline in the media you have
the government want, and we will not entertain anythingto produce a percentage or some figure that sounds sexy. So,
else.’ In fact, when the minister would say that, | would ring20 per cent or a 3 000 reduction in the number of poker
in to the radio stations and say, ‘Excuse me, given that yomachines will get front-page stories that night in the print
will not put a shadow minister on, can you at least ask thenedia and get radio talkback going. Surprise, surprise! Not
minister whether or not there is a conscious vote with this?long after that the Hon. Rob Lucas realised that those figures
Traditionally there have been conscience votes on things likerere wrong. The poor minister, who had just been given this
this. Then the minister would say, ‘Well, of course, it is awonderful portfolio following the cabinet reshuffle, had to
conscience vote.” But | know what the member for Napieriscome out and admit that the number was more like
doing—we are not that silly, and nor is the South Australiar? 500 machines. Where do you get the other 500 machines?
community that silly. That is done through transferability and trade-off. If you sell

I hope that the media has a close look at this debate artd/o machines, one goes off the books, and eventually you get
exposes the Premier for what he is doing here; that is, anoth&y 3 000.
classic case of painting the facade and not having the From what | am hearing | believe that the numbers are
substance behind it to address the problem. We have seertliere in both houses of parliament to exempt the SANFL and
time and again in the very long 2% years that this governmerthe licensed clubs from this poker machine cut. | am almost
has been in power. Of course, it will go further than that,confident that the numbers are there from what we hear in the
because | would not be surprised if other members of theorridors. Now we will have nowhere near a reduction of
Labor Party have been given the job of addressing concer8000 machines; we will have a reduction of 2 000 machines.
that other industry sectors may have regarding the fact thathe Premier has two options. One is to say to the AHA,
they do not think that this will work. Mark my words on this. ‘Sorry, but you will have to lose more. You won't go from
We have already started to see quite a few amendments hedé) to 32; you will go from 40 to 30." The second option is to
but that is nothing compared to what we will see over the nexsay, ‘We will drag out the time with respect to transferability
several weeks while we are debating this bill. There will beand trade-off and, eventually, when we are all home and
amendments everywhere. There will be amendments in thigtired there might be a reduction of 3 000 machines.” Of
house and there will be a lot of amendments in the othecourse, in the meantime, the revenue coffers have kept
place. spinning, and 20 000 people in this state will continue to be

I think it is very important for the South Australian directly affected by problem gambling, and indirectly more
community to understand that the Premier—wink wink,than 20 000 will be affected.
nudge nudge—has realised that his fundamentally flawed Show me in this legislation where there is a serious
legislation is going to cause him so much grief and pressurattempt to actually combat problem gambling other than
that, even though it is going to see an increased compoundirigrough this simplistic approach of flicking of 3 000 ma-
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chines—problem solvered, and we just get on with life. Ofproblem gambling, which we are debating tonight—I do not
course we need to remember at this point that the IGA saidee any of that in this legislation. In real terms, in respect of
that, if this reduction did not show an improvement inthe money that has been put into the Gamblers Rehabilitation
problem gambling, in 12 months’ time or thereabouts it will Fund and problem gambling initiatives, the AHA has led the
need to be revisited and more machines will have to be cutvay, not the government. In fact, if you look at the proportion
Of course, that will not happen, because | predict that theref money that goes into it, the government is dragging the
will be moves afoot to ensure that amendments are brouglehain. At the same time, even with the triumphant announce-
in to address that matter—and | will say more about that ament by the Premier about the reduction of poker machines
the appropriate time. by 3 000, we are seeing a compounding increase in revenue
Just the other day a gentleman came to see me who hasthis government from problem gambling.
been through the ringer when it comes to problem gam- | have read this bill, and | will be going through it clause
bling—through it like you would not believe. That person is by clause. If | am incorrect, | will acknowledge that fact. | do
a highly trained individual who has formulae to assist in anot see anywhere in this bill, minister, where your govern-
very successful way people who have caused significamhent has made a commitment to any serious dollars for
damage to their families and themselves through problermrehabilitation, early intervention or significant education
gambling. He has tried to talk to this government about beingrograms. | see a concerned sector working their backsides
given an opportunity to tender for funding so that he can helpff to try to help these problem gamblers with very little
these people and their families in a positive way when themmounts of money. An example is a fundamental service like
get caught up in problem gambling. This relates not just tdhe Break Even program. | know that at times some of the
poker machines, although clearly there has been an acceleegencies that offer Break Even programs have said that, if
tion of problem gambling through poker machines, but if youyou have a problem and put your hand up, we can see you in
have a look at the government’s budget papers there are teasveek or two weeks; but that is the exception rather than the
of millions of dollars of revenue forecast through all the otherrule. We did some ringing around to clarify this matter. The
government taxes relating to other gambling measures asle is that, with most of them, they get in within a month.
well. You have to remember that it is a pretty bold person who is
The short answer this person got from the governmentinder a lot of pressure with stress in their families, where
was, ‘We have listened to you, and we've had a meeting androbably one of the partners in that marriage is desperately
showed some sympathy. However, we don't think we carpleading for that person to ring up Break Even, and they get
help you, so run away and try to do it yourself.” So, in thatin within a month. You might think, ‘Well, that is not too
case, just as one example, people who are desperate have gatl. They would not have lost their house in a month.
to the point where their marriage is shaky, if not completelyHowever, they might have. Let us say that they have not lost
destroyed. He even told me that, in a worst case scenaritheir house in a month; let us hope and pray that no-one loses
some women he has worked with have offered their bodietheir home over problem gambling. However, the fact is that
to people to drive them home because they did not have tha a month a lot can happen with someone addicted to
money to get home in the conventional way. He talked abougambling.
people who had been caught up in crime, and he talked about That is only the first meeting; from that, they are put on
the kids, families and grandparents who have all suffered as waiting list. | am told that it can be anything up to three
a result of this small but significant percentage of people whononths before they get into any counselling at all. There is
have become totally addicted to problem gambling. nothing in this legislation to address that. The Break Even
If this bill was really comprehensive, it would include a program probably needs a serious amount of money like
money component as well. It would show good faith to the$5 million put into it, not a couple of hundred thousand. We
South Australian community, to the concerned sector andyill see some small amount, | am sure, as the pressure bears
frankly, the industry sector, because the industry sector ifurther in the debate. The Premier or the minister will
flogged regularly when it comes to gaming. | know theannounce some extra money for it, but it will not be a serious
Premier talks regularly about these ‘pokie barons’. Howeveramount of money to address the problem.
| believe that the AHA has shown far more responsibility in ~ Where will the constructive early intervention be? Where
relation to problem gambling than this government. For there the people who the government will employ as counsel-
public record, we need to go back a little and remember thdbrs—highly trained specialist people—who can move
the gambling portfolio was established after a significanthrough the gaming venues and other areas where people can
review, and | want to thank each and every South Australiaaccess gambling? There are plenty of others, by the way. You
(and others) who was involved in that review. It allowed usonly have to go to your local shopping centre to see that you
to set up the first gambling portfolio in any state, and | haddo not have to go to a gaming venue to blow a lot of money
the privilege of being its first minister. That was when anif you are inclined to have that problem. Where is the
earnest attempt was first made to try to address and tutinitiative for specialist, highly trained and skilled counsellors
around the issue of problem gambling. It was pretty similato move through those venues, get to know the people, realise
to what we did in cabinet with the drug strategy subcommitthat there is a problem, and then start to work through those
tee in relation to people who were addicted to drugs. | believeroblems and prevent more by nipping them in the bud? None
that both problem gambling and drug addiction are illnesse®f that is in this legislation at all. These are the reasons why
In fact, evidence shows that problem gambling can béam saying that this is fundamentally flawed, because many
genetic. Again, work needs to be done in that area anth the community have bought the Premier’s facade.
support given where problem gambling is identified. In my position as a shadow minister, on a conscience vote
What did we do in relation to illicit drugs? We did a lot. | will support a reduction in poker machine numbers, and |
We set up drug courts, drug action teams and drug diversiosupport it with the absolute caveat that | have been highlight-
programs. | do not see any innovative, lateral, strategic oing in the last 30 minutes that, if you look past the simplistic
deep thinking attempts like that to address the issue ahessage that the Premier wants to champion, there is little to
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nothing in this legislation to really address the difficulty of as a result of this legislation, will reduce the amount of funds
problem gambling. One might ask why that is the case anthat go towards junior football development. That is a
what we can do about it. One of the things that | do know isconcern, because at the moment we have a situation where we
that, if you have a gambling problem, you have to put youthave heard the Minister for Health talking about obesity, and
hand up and say first and foremost that you recognise thate have heard the Minister for Education saying that we must
you have a gambling problem. The government has not puget organised sport back into schools. | need to put that on the
its hand up to recognise that it has a gambling problem. Thpublic record at this point because it is an example of what
biggest gambling addict in this state with a problem thais happening with this fundamentally flawed bill.
needs urgent rehabilitation is the government, because it is It was a previous Labor government in the 1980s that
the one with its hands in the pocket of everybody who spendemoved competitive sport from our schools, because we are
a dollar in gambling and gaming in this state every day. all supposed to be equal, we should not compete and we
Today, the Rann government earned over $1 million fronshould play sport for the enjoyment of sport, and it is not to—
tax on gambling and gaming. Next year they will earn Mr Caica interjecting:
significantly more, and the year after that, they will earn Mr BROKENSHIRE: | am sorry, member for Colton,
significantly more, as they will the year after that. But we will but it is a statement of fact that it was another left wing, loony
see the Premier saying, ‘Well, you know | tried my best.socialist Labor government that pulled competitive sport out
Okay, | got rolled by the conscience vote and | did not wanbf schools. That is a statement of fact, and you cannot deny
to give the SANFL an exemption from these machines butthat.
at the end of the day, it was a conscience vote. | stand proud Members interjecting:
because, as Premier Mike Rann, | championed the reduction; The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The member for
I did not get 3 000 but | got 2 000. No other Premier has don@layford is getting carried away.
it, and you should vote for me because of that.’ Mr BROKENSHIRE: However, be that as it may, we are
That is too artificial, too synthetic and too plastic for me now seeing a situation where successive governments realise
to accept, but | know that it is the sort of media spin that willthe importance of healthy lifestyles, healthy bodies and sport,
occur in the coming weeks with respect to this debate. Whepet we are told tonight that junior football is under threat as
the debate finishes, the Premier will be on the steps dd result of the Premier’s legislation. They say that many clubs
parliament with all the cameras, saying how good a job he didre already in huge debt. They say that it is not an option for
with whatever reduction he achieves. That is how it worksthem to trade back up to their original number of machines,
I wonder what the IGA will think about this, when this dog’s as this would mean getting into more debt. In other words,
breakfast of a flawed bill finally passes both houses othey are saying that, if they have 40 machines and they are
parliament one way or another, while in the meantime peoplputting the proceeds into not for profit initiatives and
are suffering. subsiding other groups, and if the number of machines in the
If you really wanted to do something about helping thesebigger venues (which would be most, if not all, of the SANFL
people, you could continue a round table which has novelubs) is cut back from 40 to, say, 32, they will not be able
finished. When we were in government and set up théo buy back those machines.
gambling portfolio, we established a round table involving Also, interestingly enough, the SANFL says that the five
the concerned sector and the industry sector. The fact of thear renewal clause is absurd and that clubs cannot possibly
matter is that, when this government came into power, thativest money into something that may not exist in a few
round table stopped, and it is only in more recent months thatears. That is an important point because, whilst | detest
it has started again. Those people have the answers. Of cougambling (I would rather spend my money in other ways), the
the industry sector has a vested interest, but it is also creatirfgct is that a government and a parliament of the day has said,
jobs. It has strong codes of practice and legislative requiré¥You can set up a legal business.” This is not an illegal
ments. It is putting money upfront and working with the business. It is not illegal in any way at all. There is nothing
concerned sector, trying to address the issue of probleiiiegal at the moment about what anyone is doing with respect
gamblers. Of course, the concerned sector sees the falloutfgaming. The Premier has a go at us, but we need to put the
gambling addiction on its doorstep every day. As | say, wdacts to this parliament.
will have a situation where this government intends to collect The Premier was in the ministry and a member of the
more revenue, not less, and, if that is the case, how will thaBannon/Arnold Labor government when a conscious decision
solve the issue of problem gambling? was made to give hotels and clubs a legal right to buy poker
I mentioned before that the member for Napier is doingmachines and to set up a business, and the debate occurred
a job for the Premier and the government by championing thi this parliament. Yes, it was a conscience vote, but a
cause of an exemption for SANFL clubs. | want to put on thegovernment had to introduce that legislation, and the fact of
public record some of the things that those clubs said tonighhe matter is that it was a Labor government of which this
at the meeting, which | could attend only briefly because oPremier was a minister. We now see in this legislation the
a meeting that was already scheduled in my diary, but mgovernment saying that, in five years, people will have to go
portfolio adviser also attended and reported these facts to mérough a licence renewal process.
The clubs claimed that many of them have already been As to whether or not it is an individual making a con-
running at a deficit and that losing eight machines will resuliscience vote or a Liberal member with a basic principle about
in a further loss of $200 000 for each club. There are ninavhether or not they support certain aspects of an industry,
clubs, so that will amount to $1.8 million. surely it is fair that, if someone is given a green flag and told
The meeting was told that the SANFL clubs offer theirthat they can set up an industry, there should be certainty in
facilities to a number of other clubs and community groupsthat industry subject to the appropriate checks and balances.
such as the Rotary Club and church groups, either free dit present, hotels and clubs must report all their revenue
charge or at a low rate that does not produce a profit. Thegearnings and takings) every day. That happens every day.
said that, regrettably, the major avenue of cutbacks, necessaffiere are codes of practice. Our excellent liquor and
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gambling commissioner, Mr Bill Pryor, and his staff are ongovernment plans to cut poker machine numbers. Salisbury North
duty day and night, whenever required, making sure thatootball Club—

proper management practices are putin place. which is in the Premier's own electorate—

N Wrr\]y ‘(’jVC_’L!'d ango_nebnOV_V give SUdCh al(::le_luse bre?‘th’;_l KNOWyhich stands to lose eight of its 40 machines—

a(n)\évth?sr ngtlif);oh a?/:anh ; ds g]eilsesntg og}s/é cﬁlt?veen; : a?r s’ ;f grzf;‘t hat is correct, if this legislation passes as the Premier wants
primarily thanks to the Howard Liberal government, as wellt—

as some tough decisions made by our government, which s@fPects an annual loss of about $260 000.

the scene for the growth year this government is nowlhe Chief Executive said that the club would have to sack six
enjoying with a record tax take. But, that aside, itis still verystaff and scale back its support of community sporting
hard doing business, because legislators, like those of us hegeups. He said:

tonight, are forever trying to make business more bureaucrat- |t certainly wouldn't close us down but it would stop us from
ic. They are forever trying to get business more bogged dowhelping anyone and that's why we're here. We give between $45 000
in reporting processes and Whatever else and $50 000 each year to peOpIe in the area. . .

Whilst we need accountability we also need practicalitiesThe Para Hills Community Club General Manager, Cameron
When, finally, we did get a briefing from Treasury officials Taylor, said his club would lose eight of its 34 machines,
(who are very professional in the way in which they go aboutvhich would force it to stop donations to more than 40
their work), we asked whether or not all of the gamingschools, clubs and charities. If the legislation is passed in this
machine venues could be shut down as they come up for theiray | wonder whether, when the clubs cannot provide the
five year renewal, and the answer was, ‘Yes, they could beservices that the government should be providing, those 40
The whole lot could be shut down. If you were a bankschools in the Para Hills area will have the facilities, ameni-
manager, how easily would you sleep at night if you hadies, services and educational opportunities that they have
someone highly geared—where the equity to debt ratio wasow.
very slim, but they were geared high because there was a cash | am putting both sides of the debate forward, and | make
flow there, but there was a 15-year loan? All of a sudden yowo apology for this. If we are to be serious about this debate,
could have a situation where overnight a regulator could sawe have to look at it from both sides. As | said today, it is
‘No, I'm not going to have a bar of this organisation anyfundamentally flawed. The Premier now knows it, and he has
more, whether they are a licensed club or a hotel or whatevgreople out there in his party trying to move amendments so
they are. You made one mistake; we are flicking you. See yothat he can still be shown as the white knight in shining

later alligator.’ That is what will happen. armour and other people will be happy.
TheHon. K.O. Foley: You're arguing every side of the | want to make mention of the ‘concern’ sector now and,
fence. You don't like pokies. in particular, an organisation known as United Way. It is a

Mr BROKENSHIRE: It is interesting now that the magnificent organisation, which I had a bit to do with several
Treasurer has come in here, because the Treasurer knows thehrs ago. United Way has said that one poker machine at
this was a really good deal around the cabinet table. | can jugtery significant gaming venue should devote its profits
see the Treasurer and the Premier when they are discussigigectly to charity. Their spokesperson, Executive Director
how they can get through this next hurdle and show the besfliss Christiansen, said that United Way had to move its
face of the government: ‘What's the bottom line, Treasurer?fundraising bingo to a club with poker machines after the
‘Oh, a revenue increase, Premier, at 3 000." ‘Oh, we'll takeDctagon Theatre was razed last year. At the same time, she
that.’ And that is what happened. But what would it be— said that tighter legislation on food handling and shopping

TheHon. K.O. Foley: Have you been drinking, Robert? mall leases had killed other traditional fund raisers such as

Mr BROKENSHIRE: No, | haven't. But what would cake stalls and raffles. She then said that directing poker
happen if the Treasurer had a serious reduction in his incomeRachine money back to the community would be more
It would be a different situation altogether, and we would notbeneficial than reducing the number of machines. She states:
see the legislation that we are debating tonight. If you take out 3 000 machines, you may be just taking out a

| want to refer to a letter that | received, which is titled percentage of dormant machineslet's take a step back and see
‘Don’t destroy our clubs’. The letter is from a gentleman how we can help the community. You've got to find a silver lining
called Mr Bob Raphael, who is the CEO of the Salisburyin €very cloud. . this is our way to do that.

North Footy and Community Club, and it states: That is the sort of person that | would like to see sitting

We are writing to express our frustration of the IGA Reportinto With members of parliament, working through proper
the Gambling Industry. We cannot understand why our Club is beindegislation that is going to have a proactive benefit for
treated the same as Hotels in this report. problem gambling, because this person is a realist; this person
And he goes on, but | will not go through it. The bottom line is not about media spin. In fact, being the CEO of United
is that he talks about all the community investment that idVay, she would be in the face of people who have enormous
happening in his area as a result of the opportunity that thisocial problems every day of her life, far more than any
club had—not only the Salisbury North Football Club butpolitician in this place. But where is this lady being heard?
also the community clubs in that area—to provide somd he simple answer is that she is not. Again, the government
dividends to a range of not for profit and volunteer organisahas missed a fundamental opportunity to actually do some-
tions in the area. In the letter he highlights the problems thahing positive to address problem gambling and also not
he sees with this legislation and how it is flawed. implode on an industry that, whether we like it or not, this

One also picks up material such as an article that appearg@vernment delivered to the South Australia community in
in the Messenger News Revief 26 May, which is titled the early nineties.

‘Clubs threatened'. The article states: It is interesting that it goes on with the concerned sector,

Small northern community clubs say they will be crippled by @nd this article is headed, ‘Some support for United Way’s
massive income losses and some will be forced to close under stagiamble’. Anglicare, which runs the gambling support agency,
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Break Even, says that it would not support poker moneyecause, whilst the Treasurer is certainly right that | personal-
going to charity on an ethical ground. It is on an ethically detest poker machines and any form of gambling, most of
ground that they are doing it, and | can understand that. Petére South Australian community can go out in a responsible
Bleby said: way and spend $20, or whatever they allocate that night, and
‘It's a serious ethical dilemma for us,’ spokesman Peter Blebyd® home having had a bit of fun, and it is not a problem for
said. ‘We're not going to go and march on the streets and say Unitethem. There are more jobs created in the hospitality industry

Way should not be doing this. But we oppose poker machineghan there are even with General Motors Holden'’s.
generally so there’s no way we can encourage anybody to be using SO iti iqnifi tindust d alot of | t
them.’ 0, itis a significant industry and a lot of people come to

| understand hi i I but I " s, not only from the concerned sector, people who detest
understand nis argument as wetl, but small amounts Oh,ar machines and gambling and would like to shut them all
money from poker machines are already going to thesg, 1+ also those who say, ‘Excuse me. Just remember us
agencies. | do not have a prOb'e”.‘ with that, because ”.‘@m the equation in this debate. My daughter and my son are
need help. The problem that | have |s.that they are not gettin niversity students. They are at home and we are happy to
gnywhere near enough money. | put itto the parliament an rovide a home and food and clothing for them but we can’t
in fact, | foreshadow to the minister that, amongst man afford to provide for their extraordinaries and their social life.

h e : el'hey work in these hotels while they are getting their degree.
will call on a significant and proper amount of funding to 90 you, for one moment, think about that side of it as well?’

to 'tzhgggrgc%réeo%seci(e)r beca#se, Whetherborbrllotyou getka)l at is why the Treasurer needs to understand that | am
In r POKErmachines, or probably any numoe utting both sides of the debate, and that is what democracy

th_rough to zero, you are goin_g tohavea situati_on \_/vhere the_ nd good consideration should be about in debating an
will be problem gamblers. Given a compounding increase 'rﬁnportant piece of legislation

revenue by this government with this small cut in numbers, . . .
y 9 As | said before, the other side of the equation from the

we need to see more money going to the concerned sector. . o
I will be bringing in an amendment before this house tomdustry that creates jobs and makes some profits is the not-

ensure that that money does go to the concerned sector. | er-profit licensed clubs industry, which also creates jobs by

be challenging the government to tell me why it should no eturning dividends back to organisations in their area. So that
put proper amounts of money into the concerned Sect{rget this debate as accurate as | can, | also need to acknow-

because, at the moment, the total amount of money that t gdge_tha_t many hot_els are also generous sponsors of many
government directly puts in—if | am generous, and | am2rganisations in their area. YQ” have only got to go to the
feeling generous tonight so I will allow a generc;us amoun{ootball and the netball finals like | have recently to see how
to the government—is $3 million a year’. That is less tha much sponsorship, trophies, etc,, the clubs get from the

three days in tax revenue. That means that for 362 days of t tels. When it comes to the clubs, at the end of the day they
year this government makes significant amounts of moneé?re not-for-profit and they are pumping lots of money into the
out of problem gamblers, and for three days a year thi ommunity. ) .
addicted to gambling government puts $3 million backinto TheHon. J.D. Hill: You just want to have two bob each
problem gambling. That is where a lot of this problem occursWay. don’t you?
Let us look at making sure that we get legislative amend- Mr BROKENSHIRE: South Adelaide, in my own area,
ments through here that force government to provide propés doing that. | know that, when it comes to Neighbourhood
amounts of money to the concerned sector. Watch meetings at times, when it comes to community
I note with interest material that the AHA is putting out meetings, when it comes to its junior development policy
(and the public would not be necessarily aware of this), butight across the Fleurieu Peninsula, when it comes to having
the AHA has gone through this bill in a very detailed fashion.a vibrant community facility, South Adelaide is putting back
In fact, it has gone through it from go to whoa, from clause 1into its area—that is my best example of a club with poker
right through to the end of the bill. The work the AHA has machines that is doing that. It is interesting that the Minister
done is far more detailed than what the government has donf®r Environment says that | want to have a bob each way. The
and it has tried to come up with some sort of balance@overnment is the one having a bob each way.
proposal that might allow its members to continue to employ TheHon. J.D. Hill: Two bob, | said.

thousands of people. _ Mr BROKENSHIRE: Two bob. Well, the government
TheHon. K.O. Foley: You hate poker machines. You are is having two bob both ways too. The government is saying
a hypocrite. to the South Australian community and to the parliament,

Mr BROKENSHIRE: No, | am not a hypocrite. The ‘Support a 3 000 machine reduction'—which will probably
hypocrites in this parliament are the Treasurer and thend up being 2 000—'because that will make us look good
Premier. They are the hypocrites. My job— in the community, but disregard—

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The term ‘hypocrite’ Members interjecting:
is unparliamentary. The Treasurer is out of order for interject-  \1, BROKENSHIRE: | can understand why the mem-

ing and the member for Mawson should not respond {0 Ry for Kaurna (the Minister for Environment and Conser-

interjection. vation) and West Torrens are getting agitated now, because

Mr BROKENSHIRE: Itis my job as lead spokesperson it myst be hurting them immensely. The minister is probably
on this matter to show both sides and give people in thg -rad into a cabinet solidarity position—

community an opportunity to balance this up, because what Mr Koutsantonis I'm not a minister. vou fooll
we have not seen from the government, what we have not ) L i A

seen from the Treasurer, what we have not seen from the Mr BROKENSHIRE: | said ‘the minister'. You're not
Deputy Premier, is any balance at all—only the media spir® Minister—you're just a joke, the joke from West Torrens.
of the 30 or 40 people in that unit who are selling the message Members interjecting:

about the reduction. That is why | am putting both sides TheDEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
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Mr BROKENSHIRE: | said that the minister is locked now, from memory, the gambling revenue has still not
into cabinet solidarity, so he would be fairly uncomfortablerecovered to the level it was before that initiative.

with this— Blind Freddy knows that the Rann government was not
The Hon. J.D. Hill interjecting: prepared to make the decision to bring in a smoking ban
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, the Minister for earlier because, first, it would have had the AHA after it like
Environment and Conservation! you would not believe. | have to say that the AHA has not

Mr BROKENSHIRE: —and that is why he is interject- had a good deal from this government. Look at the supertax
ing. The minister knows that the simplistic approach thisfor a start and the broken promises—‘No new taxes’, said the
government has taken does nothing in real terms—it ishen leader of the opposition Mike Rann and the shadow
probably minuscule, at best—to benefit problem gamblingtreasurer, ‘and no increase in taxes’. When we were in
and that is being generous. The minister knows that. Thgovernment, the AHA went along doing its business but,
government is having a bob each way. suddenly, when the Rann government was formed, it

Finally, we should have had a look at some of the othediscovered that there would be an increase in tax take—and
reports put into the parliament, like the inquiry into the surprise, surprise, along comes a big supertax as well. Again
proposed reduction in poker machines in South Australia. Athis shows how false this government is when it comes to
interim report was tabled in the house and was ordered to breliability, commitment, policy and promises. It also high-
published on 1 June. They had a more comprehensive lodights again the reason why the smoking ban does not come
at problem gambling and at what would happen with than until 2007. That is, it has done so much disservice to the
proposed reduction than did the cabinet and the governmetHA over the 2% long years it has been in government—and
We need to look at harm minimisation and at a range of othehey have been 2%z long years, believe you me—that the AHA
issues that can make a real impact on problem gambling. Wgants a bit of a go, so clearly that deal would have been
need to look at the fact that the AHA puts in $1.5 million to brokered.
the Gamblers Rehabilitation Fund. | would like to see that As | said, in the meantime, this government will reap
whole fund structure reviewed. There is a better way of doing65 million—that is a big amount of money—in that period,
it now that it has been going for a few years, and | ask myand it will come from many people who have a gambling
colleagues to consider that and any amendments that mightoblem, yet it is offering no solution whatsoever other than
come through on the Gamblers Rehabilitation Fund so we caio cut the numbers of poker machines. | want the minister to
make improvements. At this point, the AHA directly puts think about how he will handle the amendments to be moved
$1.5 million into it, and the addictive Rann government'sby his own members. When it gets to the committee stage, we
gambling contribution is $1.8 million, which is less than two will be asking the minister many questions. | can foreshadow
days revenue. that there will be a lot of amendments from individual

One of the things we also do not hear about—and a bill isnembers on this side because it is a conscious vote and they
going through the parliament at the moment—is bannindnave that right. | intend to move up to half a dozen amend-
smoking in public places. Itis interesting that the Premier andnents.
the government have opted not to take the bull by the horns How will the minister handle the smoke and mirrors trick
on this matter until 2007, as is the government'’s positionthat is about to occur when the member for Napier does the
Contrast that with the government’s own budget projectiongob for the Premier and his cabinet and gets the licensed clubs
between now and 2007, where it shows a compoundingxempt so that there is no reduction in clubs? That is the
increase in revenue, even if it gets the reduction of 3 00@roposal of the member for Napier, in full concert with
machines. Then we can look over in Victoria. We need tacaucus | bet you, and certainly the Premier, the Treasurer and
consider a couple of interesting points on what is happeninthe cabinet. How will he handle the fact that he will have to
with gaming in Victoria. | highlight Victoria, because it is explain that the reduction of 3 000 poker machines will
probably the best comparison with South Australia if youbecome 2 000? Will there be a difference in protecting
look at the demographics. Victoria has fewer machines pgsroblem gamblers because he has had to do this to appease
capita than does South Australia, yet its spend per capita the licensed clubs and the SANFL? The answer is, ‘No, it will
higher than in South Australia. Then think about the fact thahot make any difference’ because every piece of material that
the government’s own budget papers show that if the Premiave have received shows that there is no revenue loss, just
can get through his ‘you beaut’ reduction and become thgain, when it comes to the government’'s smoke and mirrors
champion—the first, the largest, the longest and the greatesteight of hand stuff on this particular matter. If another
premier to reduce poker machines—there will be an increadeackbencher’s job is to stop the uncertainty and to move an
in revenue. Why? Because the repositioning of the gamingmendment to ensure that there are no further cuts for
venues will allow opportunities that will entice more spend10 years, how will the minister handle that with the IGA? |
on gambling and therefore we will have more problemask the minister to think about that because | will be asking
gamblers than we have today—and that can be backed up bym the question. Up until now, the minister has been the
the evidence from Victoria. champion of the IGA and, in particular, Stephen Howells.

The Bracks government appears to me to have a lot of | want to say a little about Mr Howells. Many in this
media spin to it as well, and it talks the talk just like the Rannparliament and many people in industry have expressed
government, but it does actually walk the walk now andconcern about the way in which Mr Howells manages being
again. But we do not see the Rann government walking th€hairperson of the Independent Gambling Authority. In fact,
walk. What has the Bracks government done? It has said believe it is the worst case of any presiding officer being
‘Smoking is a health hazard'. All the evidence around theappointed to a position for a government. | heard Stephen
world shows that—and passive smoking is the worst. Thélowells publicly attack John Lewis, General Manager of the
Bracks government has banned smoking in their gamindHA. He publicly attacked him on radio. Most members in
venues and, surprise, surprise, that is why the big revenuhis house would know John Lewis. One can form an opinion
drop has occurred. In fact, after that happened over a year agbout anyone, but | challenge anyone to show me that John
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Lewis is not a balanced man; that he is not out there tryingehabilitation. But the same thing can happen with problem
to do the best he can for his organisation and putting forwardamblers. If we are to stop the politics just for once—the
their debate. The transcript is there. In fact, | have a copy imember for Mitchell may well laugh about that, but | am
any member wants to look at it. The way he went aboutctually serious about it. If we were to stop the politics we
having a go at Mr Lewis was absolutely disgusting. could stop seeing who can be the first person to get the front
That is not the only time Mr Howells has had a go. page story ifThe AustralianThe Herald The AgeandThe
Mr Howells had a go at the Liberal Party in relation to child Advertiser as being the Premier who championed the
sexual abuse. He talked about the fact that he was a membeduction of 3 000 poker machines and actually sit down as
of the synod. Being an Anglican myself, | know a bit aboutadults with the concerned sector, with the industry sector, and
synod. | know that Mr Howells is one of 400 members of thewith people like the chief executive officer of United Way,
synod in Victoria. Mr Howells came out batting for the and say: ‘There are solutions out there. There are answers but
Premier and the Rann government, which failed to listen tdt is not about media spin’.
our request for a proper review and inquiry into wards of the It is not about them making agreements in the caucus to
state. He even had figures about what the Rann Labasffset other pressures and profits that we have, but actually
Government had done. He is one of 400 people. Anyone caabout sitting down and addressing the fact that we have an
be a member of a synod if they are prepared to give up a feimdustry that is going to stay. | myself have been caned a bit
hours during a year. | could have been a member of they a couple of members of the media—and that is their
synod. He went on the public record and, if you were not aight—saying, ‘Have the guts to just get rid of all the poker
member of the Anglican Church, you would have believednachines.’ It is not about having guts to do that but about
Mr Howells was the voice of the Anglican Church. He startedbeing a realist. It is about remembering that the Bannon,
to talk about what a great job the Rann Labor governmen@rnold and Rann ministries of Labor governments in 1992
was doing in relation to child sexual abuse, and then her 1993 brought this devil of an initiative into South Aust-
started to have a go at the Liberal Party for what we purporralia. We have to live with that because it is a legal industry.
tedly did not do when we were in government. We have already been through the State Bank and fixed that
I do not think that that sort of thing is appropriate. | do notover the last few years. There is no compensation in this
believe that any minister in a Liberal government wouldlegislation for that cut but, rest assured, all of us here know
accept a presiding officer, appointed through the parliamenthat if you were to be so draconian on that, you would have
coming out so blatantly with their politics, as Mr Howells the biggest High Court action you have ever seen in your life
did. I think he should resign from his position; and | know aand you would have thousands of people out of jobs.
lot of other people believe that, also. The talk outside the IGA | am a realist, and that is not going to happen. We have to
itself is that perhaps there would be more harmony and bettefet into the root cause of the problems with gambling. We
opportunities if Mr Howells was not there. Mr Howells can have to put in some serious money, serious initiatives and
have his say at any time he wants, but if he is going to attackome genuine attempts to address problem gambling, help the
certain people on the radio, and if he is going to do a job foconcerned sector, listen to them and fund them. Just like
the Labor Party, | do not think that is appropriate when he ipolice have to be on the beat and have to be there in numbers,
supposed to be the presiding officer of the Independerthe concerned sector need to be there in numbers. Problem
Gambling Authority. gamblers are the ones putting a lot of that money into the
| have given an overview of this legislation. I have Rann government’s coffers. Give the concerned sector some
expressed enormous concern for the gambling problem wegf that money. Get the best science, the best initiatives, and
have in this state. No-one hides from the fact that there is give the best opportunities to South Australia so that we can
problem for a percentage of the South Australian communityix this problem to the best of our ability and stop the media
when it comes to gambling. It is an absolute tragedy. Ifspin.
someone becomes addicted to gambling, it is one of the worst We will talk more about this throughout the debate, but |
things that can happen to that individual and their family. Itappeal to the media also to get these messages out in the
is arguably worse than other forms of addiction because oneommunity and not just give the Premier an accolade for
can lose enormous amounts of money rapidly. being able to claim a reduction that will do next to nothing
The heartache, the stress, the pain and the lack of oppa fix the real problems associated with problem gambling.
tunity for a family happen rapidly with problem gamblers. We all know that there are ways to do that. Let us work with
Each and every one of us in this parliament has a responsibiihe concerned sector, with the industry, with the best
ty to do whatever we can to help those families, just the samexpertise around the world, and let us show the world—not
as we do when people are addicted to drugs. | am sure thatjiist Australia—that South Australia is serious about combat-
is the same. | have not had anyone come into my office likéng problem gambling, not only in gaming but right across the
this, but | have had a family come in who had a son whagambling sector. Then we can not only show that we have
became addicted to illicit drugs. They were in tears in mybeen able to achieve something but we can allow other states
office, saying that they were failed parents. | asked, ‘Howand other countries to capitalise on how you can fix problem
have you failed?’ The fact was that they personally had nogambling. This initiative will do next to nothing to fix
failed, but this lad was stealing the goods and chattels out gfroblem gambling.
their home while they were out shopping, or whatever. They
would come back in and he was on another high from the  Mr HANNA (Mitchell): | am speaking in relation to the
illicit drugs. | said, ‘You haven't failed at all’ Gaming Machines (Miscellaneous) Amendment Bill. Itis an
They had had to kick that lad out. | said, ‘Leave the doorattempt by the government to cut the number of gaming
open, but you've done the right thing because you've triednachines—or, as | prefer to call them, gambling machines—
everything else.’ | talked to them about drug diversion, drugn South Australia. There are at least 15000 gambling
rehabilitation and about opportunities that were theremachines in South Australia across 600 venues and, of
Hopefully, they were able to get that young man into drugcourse, we have about 700 in the casino as well.
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I am not completely against gambling—there is a place fopassing through those machines for redistribution to schools
itin our society and it is going to happen anyway whether weand hospitals in South Australia.
attempt to prohibit that sort of behaviour or not—but thereis As | have suggested, the reduction in the number of
a special focus on poker machines, and it is worth consideringinachines to 3 000 is nowhere near an effective measure in
why that is. The Productivity Commission report into thisitself to address problem gambling, but it is a step forward.
very issue established that 65 per cent to 80 per cent df members of parliament want to genuinely reduce the harm
gambling problems are due to poker machines. It has alsarising from problem gambling, this bill needs to be amend-
been established that for every problem gambler there aed. | have already placed on file (published) a series of
about seven other innocent people affected—family, friendsamendments which go to that issue. | suggest we need to slow
employers, etc. Combine that with an estimate that there ardpwn the rate of play. That would be one simple measure to
perhaps, 23 000 problem gamblers in South Australia and wiémit the amount of money that problem gamblers can lose if
can readily see that at least 10 per cent of the population ateey choose to stay at a machine for hours on end. | have
affected by problem gambling one way or another—and thevorked out my amendments in conjunction with the Hon.
majority of that is due to involvement with poker machines.Nick Xenophon who is well-known for his opposition to the

Itis a social problem which requires special attention, s@roblems caused by gambling machines.
itis commendable that the government has taken some stegs I have an amendment which at this stage is not proposed
to limit the harm caused by the proliferation of gamblingby any other member, and that is in respect of the limit of
machines. However, | feel a little like one of a group of 3 000 machines which the government says we should reach
surgeons about to operate on a serious anatomical probledfd then stop reducing the number of machines. I suggest that
and being handed a blunt knife by the government. We mayve should take out machines according to the government
be able to do the job with it, and we will certainly be able toformula and then use the extraction system used by the
make a start with it, but it is far from a perfect solution. Theregovernment to take further machines out of the system as they
is a need for us to do something, and | can vouch for thaire traded between venues. The government says that process
from personal experience based on my representation §hould stop at 3 000. | say it should keep going ad infinitum
clients accused of various crimes such as theft or embezzI€0 that we gradually reduce the number of machines. If that
ment. | am not the only lawyer to have the experience ofmendment is successful, then even if the government
having otherwise respectable people appear before the coufig00ses not to revisit the number of machines generally there
on theft and embezzlement crimes or other offences odill be built into the system an ongoing reduction in the
dishonesty due to gambling addiction. Indeed, that is backe@umber of gambling machines in South Australia.
up by studies of the Australian Institute of Criminology. I will not go through all of the amendments which | have

One can also look at the demands placed on welfar@repared. They are there for members to see, and | am happy
agencies throughout South Australia since pokies werk? @nSWer questions from members when those amendments
allowed to come in to the state. Those demands have be&ie Moved. Members will note that | favour the principle that

considerable, and they certainly have not been able to be m bs should be treated more leniently than hotels. | say that

with any increase in funding from the Gamblers Rehabilita—because | believe there is an equity or social utility factor that

tion Fund, etc. Compare the demand on welfare agencies hé&geds to be taken into account as well as the goal of reducing

to Western Australia, where pokies have not yet been allowe € harm caused bytprot()jlem gambtl>||ng. I sutg)glgest that, a%?[rt
to proliferate. | will be supporting the bill: that is, essentially, rom any measures to reduce probiem gambling, we need (o

a proposal to cut 3 000 gambling machines out of SoutP‘fOnSider thfit the money that goes into gamb'".‘g ”.“aCh‘”es in
not-for-profit venues, apart from the money which is returned

Australia. . )

. . ... to the punter, ends up being used for the community general-

| have a real question about the issue of transferability, \ery often in sporting facilities or other facilities of social
There are some problgms caused by creatlng.addltlonal val lue, whereas the surplus money coming out of gambling
in the gambling machines. There are a lot of imponderableg,chines in hotels simply goes into the pockets of people
about how that will be played out in the market. We do know,yhq are generally well off already. So, when | take that social
that the wealthiest and busiest gambling venues will go oUtsijity factor into account, | suggest that approaching the
and buy machines up to the 40 machine limit as 00N &§aming machine problem should not only be about reducing
possible if the government’s bill passes in its current form¢phe harm of problem gambling but it needs to address that
Although there are those problems to which 1 refer, | amgqity issue as well. Therefore, | have amendments on file
heartened by the prospect of some areas, particularly countfa; are identical to those of the member for Napier. They will
areas,.havmg all their machines purchased by some Ofthe%viously be appealing to those members who wish to
wealthier hotels and therefore becoming pokie free zones jreserve the position of the local sporting or other clubs in
have no doubt that that will have a beneficial effect on thgpeir electorate.
local community. It will also provide an opportunity for —, conciusion, the bill is worthy of support because it does
research into those areas to assess both before and after jUsfe something to approach the problem gambling issue.
how the economy and society of those communities mighj yoes nowhere near enough, and | am sure that the problem
improve if the pokies are taken out. That could prove to b&y e reyisited—if not in this parliament, in the next one.
valuable research in the ongoing cause of limiting thecg(tainly, while we have this opportunity, we need to push
availability and profitability of poker machines and thus they, o houndaries as far as we can in terms of reducing the
problem gambling issue itself. availability and profitability of these gaming machines.
| have difficulty with the government’s proposals to freeze

the tax regime for those who benefit from gambling ma- Mr BRINDAL (Unley): | am most pleased to follow the
chines. In my view, it is completely legitimate for a member for Mitchell, who always makes an intelligent
government, having provided a bonanza to so many hotelieontribution to the debate. | disagree with him on some of his
in this state, to extract even more of the surplus moneyprinciples, but | am very interested in his amendments. | was
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trying to briefly look at what he was talking about in relation
to clubs and the protection of clubs, because I, too, am
minded to believe that they should be granted a special
position. | seek leave to continue my remarks later.

Leave granted; debate adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT

At 8.58 p.m. the house adjourned until Thursday
23 September at 10.30 a.m.



