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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY BIODIESEL FUEL
TheHon. PL. WHITE (Minister for Transport): | seek
Wednesday 16 February 2005 leave to make a ministerial statement.

Leave granted.
The SPEAKER (Hon. I.P. Lewis) took the chair at TheHon. PL. WHITE: The state government is aware

2 p.m. and read prayers. of the urgency of the greenhouse issue and is endeavouring
to introduce policies and practices that will contribute to the
GAWLER HEALTH SERVICE reduction in greenhouse gas emissions. Today is the official

introduction of the historic Kyoto Protocol and it is, therefore,

A petition signed by 99 electors of South Australia, @ appropriate opportunity to advise the house of the
requesting the house to urge the government to providdevelopments towards the greening of South Australia’s
funding of $630 000 to the Gawler Health Service as aublic transport fleet.
priority to ensure services are maintained at a level acceptable From 1 March this year, all metropolitan trains and all
to the board, was presented by the Hon. M.R. Buckby. diesel buses will operate using biodiesel fuel, beginning on

- : that date with a 5 per cent biomass/diesel mix. Torrens
Petition received. Transit has been trialing a bus that runs on 20 per cent
biodiesel along the Henley Beach Road and Norwood Parade

LAND TAX RELIEF bus routes, and it is planned to progressively increase the

level of biodiesel in all metro trains and diesel buses. The bio

A petition signed by 16 members of the South Australiancomponent of biodiesel is comprised of waste cooking oil,
Community, requesting the house to urge the government i@ustard seed oil, rapeseed oil and canola oil, or the like,
provide immediate land tax relief through the reform of thecombined with tallow and fats.

current land tax system, was presented by the Hon. M.R. The Hon. M.D. Rann: Cooking oil—fish and chip shop

Buckby. oil.
Petition received. TheHon. PL. WHITE: Cooking oil, yes; | did say that,
Premier. The environmental benefits of biodiesel include
REGIONAL SITTING using recycled oils, as the Premier has indicated, cleaner

emissions and, consequently, cleaner air. Biodiesel fuel is

The SPEAK ER: Honourable members may be interestedWidely used in Europe and the US and can be used in South
to learn, if perchance they have not—notwithstanding tthustrah_a to make Adel_alde cleaner and greener in terms of
efficiency of the bush telegraph around the corridors of thigir quality. The use of biodiesel will also reduce our depend-
place they may not yet have heard—that it is the intentiorg"ce on |mporte_d fuel supplies. South Australian Farmers
that the House of Assembly in South Australia will do as had-€deration President John Lush and the state government
happened in many other jurisdictions in Commonwealt'ave agreed to explore possibilities for local farmers to
Parliamentary Association parliaments in recent times anUPPly & new biofuel production industry here in South
in particular, in Australian parliaments and sit in a regionafAustralia. Reducing energy consumption and greenh(_)u’se
centre. A sitting of the House of Assembly will be in Mount €missions is one of the objectives of South Australia’s
Gambier on 3, 4 and 5 May; that is, the Tuesday, Wednesddjrategic plan, and thls initiative is making a significant
and Thursday of the first week in May. contribution to that objective.

Arrangements will be communicated to honourable
members, but they can expect—in the same way as country
members receive an allowance of $158 a day for each day

tﬂey nehed tohspendl_in the city on parliame_ntar?/ buSinef]S"ITke you to clarify what you informed the house earlier about
that, when the parliament goes to a regional area, thosey,,,sed meeting in Mount Gambier. My understanding is

members notliving in that regional area will receive the samey,; s house adjourns from time to time and from place to
allowance and they will be on their own to find from amongst

. : . place and that, before this house can meet in Mount Gambier,
the array of accommodation available in any formal sense |F

h Letol inal ided to them b H must in fact be a motion of this house that it seek to adjourn
the marketplace, In a list provided to them by our House o}, g;ch place and hold such a meeting. Can | ask you,

Assembly staff, accommodation of their choice. OtheerSpeaker, whether you were ruling that we would meet in

information of that kind will be provided in the circular, yo.nt Gambier or that this house will entertain a motion to
including the usual rate of travel provided to country .-tin Mount Gambier?

members when they travel to parliament in vehicles of their . .
choice, which is not so unusual. There may be a bus trave|- TheSPEAKER: The member knows that the house is the

ling to Mount Gambier on the Monday. In any event, all themaSter of its own destiny and, accord_ingly,_ the Leader of
details will be provided ’ ’ Government Business, at an appropriate time, should the

o ) _leader think fit, will move that the house adjourn until such
Mr HANNA: Slr, lriseona p0|nt of order. How can this and such a day_being 2 May_in such and such a venue in

happen without members being consulted? | never knewlount Gambier, and honourable members will be able to

about it until now. debate it at that time, unless they wish to bring on a private
The SPEAKER: Sooner or later honourable membersmember’s motion and debate it. That is the reason for my

have to know. If honourable members wish to move a motiorinaking the remark | did at the outset of proceedings. Itis not

dissenting from the proposition, naturally, the chair isa dictum; it is information.

comfortable and relaxed about that. Members interjecting:

REGIONAL SITTING

Mr BRINDAL : Sir, by way of a point of order, | would
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The SPEAKER: Order! | really do not understand the WorkCover Corporation. My understanding is that there have
excitement. It has been the subject of several articles from tHeeen personnel changes, a new CEO, management changes
International Secretariat of the Commonwealth Parliamentargind good, solid, strong, firm business, community and union
Association urging parliaments, which have large geographiteadership on that board, but driven by Mr Carter—and | am
constituted dominions, to meet from time to time in differentvery pleased the leader has given me this opportunity because
places within those dominions and not restrict themselves thir Bruce Carter would be known to many as one of this
their formal buildings in the capital cities. Equally, it has state’s, if not this state’s, leading turnaround business
been the practice quite successfully undertaken in Queenslapdrson—a clumsy set of words: a person who is able to
to do that and Western Australia, as well as the Northerturnaround businesses which are ailing. He has done that
Territory, so much so that, on the second occasion in the neauccessfully with—
future, the Northern Territory will again meet as a parliament  The Hon. Dean Brown interjecting:
in Alice Springs. It provides such enormous benefitnotonly TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Are you suggesting Tim Marcus
to honourable members but also to the communities and thelark and Bruce Carter have something in common? Is that
children who live in those communities in particular, who what the Leader of the Opposition was trying to put?
would not otherwise have the opportunity each to come in The SPEAKER: Order!
contact with the other. TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Well, Mr Speaker, | am

One of the great benefits to all members will be they willoffended that the Deputy Leader of the Opposition—
know what it is like to come to the capital city from their =~ The SPEAKER: Order!
dwelling in the country for sittings of parliament, when on ~ Mr MEIER: | have a point of order, Mr Speaker.
this occasion the majority will travel from the capital cityand TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: —ought compare Tim Marcus
its suburbs to a regional centre—in this case, Mount Gambie€lark to Bruce Carter. That is a disgrace and he should
It would not cause me offence in the least if, in the latter paraipologise.
of this year, the parliament were to meet in yet another The SPEAKER: Order!
regional centre in South Australia. Whether that be, say, the Mr MEIER: Mr Speaker, my point of order is regarding
Riverland or Port Lincoln is a matter for the parliament tothe interjection about Tim Marcus Clark. At the time he was

decide. considered the best person in Australia to look after the State
Mr HANNA: Mr Speaker, | rise on a point of order. Are Bank.
you now debating the issue? The SPEAKER: There is no point of order.

The SPEAKER: | am not debating the issue atall. lam  TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: It is rank politics that the
providing information to members who do not seem to readPeputy Leader of the Opposition would in the same breath

the kind of things which are in their CPA journals. mention Tim Marcus Clark and Bruce Carter. You are a
disgrace!
PAPER TABLED TheHon. DEAN BROWN: | rise on a point of order,
Mr Speaker. First, | think you had already ruled that the
The following paper was laid on the table: Deputy Premier was out of order, and he has stood and defied
By the Minister for Environment and Conservation your ruling and immediately repeated a false accusation,
(Hon.J.D. Hill)— because | made no such claim. But my concern is the extent
National Environment Protection Council—Report to which the Deputy Premier, time after time, defies the
2003-04. rulings of the chair, knowing that he is breaching standing
orders and knowing quite well that he is making dishonest
LEGISLATIVE REVIEW COMMITTEE claims within this house.

The SPEAKER: The Deputy Leader of the Opposition
should understand that the reason the Deputy Premier reacted
in the fashion in which he did was because of the interjections
which he, the deputy leader, put into the proceedings in the

Mr HANNA: | bring up the 14th report of the committee.
Report received.

QUESTION TIME chamber in a quite disorderly fashion. That is no less
disorderly than the behaviour of the Deputy Premier—who
WORKCOVER CORPORATION should know, as | am sure he does know, that his role in

guestion time is to answer questions and not attempt to

TheHon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition): My  second-guess anything that may be said by way of interjec-
guestion is to the Treasurer. Has the Treasurer been brieféidn across the chamber as to what it might mean or what the
on a further deterioration in the performance and the financiahotives for saying it were. Leave it to the chair to keep the
position of WorkCover? house in order and, more particularly, do not continue

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY (Treasurer): | have not been debating after the chair has called for order, and especially
briefed, that | can recall, in recent times of a deterioration ahot when the chair rises. The matter is best put behind us,
all. I will check that. What | can say is in the last conversationknowing that it does us no credit to indulge ourselves in this
I had with the Under Treasurer, who is an observer on théashion. The honourable the Treasurer.
WorkCover board, he was making the comment to me that The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: Thank you, sir. | think enough
the chairmanship of Mr Bruce Carter, the managing partnenas been said on that. What | am attempting to put on the
or director of Ferrier Hodgson in this state, and the comporecord is this, if | can be allowed to do so. The question was:
sition of the board (which has a very strong level of businessave | been briefed on a further deterioration in WorkCover?
skills) is beginning to significantly turnaround that business! will come back to the house with what information | can

The Minister for Industrial Relations would be in a betterfind in respect of WorkCover at this point, but it was a
position to comment on this, but my understanding is thatuestion that is timely in that it allows an answer that—
significant efficiencies are now being driven through the Membersinterjecting:
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TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: No, it allows an answer that TheHon. R.G. KERIN: | have a supplementary question.
shows that WorkCover is under excellent management anidoes the Treasurer seek regular briefings from his observer
excellent leadership from the board. That board is undeat the board meetings?

Bruce Carter’s chair, who has successfully turned around TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Mr Speaker, |—

Balfours and Harris Scarfes, and appropriately dealt withthe The Hon. R.G. Kerin: He can't.

debacle that was the Wine Centre. Thisis aperson who is one The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: Sorry? | have undertaken to

of the state’s most experienced, qualified and taIenteE

Wj;?gziefeome’ and he is now doing the same wit n the WorkCover board. From time to time, if the Under
. Treasurer thinks | need to be made aware of certain matters,
TheHon. R.G. KERIN: | rise on a point of order, |am made aware of them. | actually answered the question.
Mr Speaker, concerning relevance. The question, verycannotrecall anissue that he has raised with me that would
clearly, was whether or not the Deputy Premier had beegnable me to have any concern along the lines of which the
briefed, and he has got into all sorts of debate ever since. | eader has outlined to the house in his first question. | have
The SPEAKER: As to whether he has been briefed or undertaken to get back to him and | will as soon as | can.
not, | understand; but the Deputy Premier naturally sees that
as indicating (especially using the pejorative ‘deteriorating’ CLIMATE CHANGE
as an adjective in the sentence in which the question was
asked, thereby challenging, if not requiring) that the Treasurer Mr CAICA (Colton): My question is to the Minister for
defend the work undertaken by the person charged in lalgnvironment and Conservation. Given that a worldwide
with the responsibility of managing the affairs of WorkCover.agreement has been reached on Kyoto and the state govern-
Whilst that is at the perimeter of relevance, it still remainsment’s commitment to tackling climate change, what is being
relevant. The Deputy Premier. done to reduce greenhouse emissions from the Adelaide

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: The important point here is that CBD?

a question mark has been put into this place by the Leader. TheHon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Environment and
Itis a financial institution supported by the government. It isCOnservation): This is an important day today because the
very important that | immediately respond with the informa-Kyoto Protocol comes into play in many countries—sadly,

tion that | can recall, and | will follow up because | do not not this one. Climate change is one of the most significant
want unnecessary speculation— issues facing this world, so that is why the government is

o taking positive steps in conjunction with the City of Adelaide
The Hon. RG. Kerin interjecting: ) . with the aim of making Adelaide a greenhouse-neutral city.
~ TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Sorry? | do not have immediate The strategy will aim to make Adelaide a leading green city,
information to hand that would substantiate the wild accusadramatically reducing greenhouse gas emissions to become
tion that the Leader has made. | will get it checked and comgreenhouse-neutral in buildings by 2012 and in transport by
back to the house to see whether or not there is any issue fop20. Just under 2 million tonnes of carbon dioxide are
which the Leader may have a skerrick of correctness in whaimitted annually in the city of Adelaide with metropolitan
he said. | am not aware of it; | am going to check it. But | amadelaide producing 25 million tonnes a year, or almost
not going to allow the Leader of the Opposition, firstly, t0 23 tonnes per person. That is double the amount produced by
besmirch the quality, as the Deputy Leader did, of a seniofhe average Londoner.
business leader in this state ‘_i”d’ second_ly, I— _ To change these disturbing figures we must reduce our
TheHon. R.G. KERIN: I rise on a point of order, sir. non-renewable energy use. We can do this through efficient
The Deputy Premier just misrepresented me, and | ask himnergy use and buying renewable energy, such as solar and

ome back to the house. The Under Treasurer is an observer

to apologise. wind, and we need to use cars less and public transport more.
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Take a substantive motion: | We need to make it easier and safer for people to cycle and
don’t know what you are talking about. walk to work. Planting more trees through the government’s

TheHon. R.G. KERIN: I rise on a point of order, sir. | Three Million Trees program is also part of the solution.

asked for an apology and he said that | have criticised Bruce 1here are some demonstration projects under way, such
Carter, which | doubt. as Active Adelaide, which encourages and supports people

] - ., to cycle to work. There was a competition to develop plans
H Tlhe Hon. Kh'ObFOL ET_‘ ' sda|d Ilt W@Z yﬁu but tkr:en_ I Sa'fjl_h for an affordable medium-density inner city housing develop-
that I meant the Deputy Leader. | said that at the time. The,on ang the winning plan will be built demonstrating how
point is that WorkCover is strengthening; it is in a much

. ) . reen building design can be put into practice. Another joint
sounder position than when we came to office. The M|n|ste§!ﬁ g g P P J

for Industrial Relations has assembled an outstanding boa ogram is Baseline, which has audited the energy use of 19

ith outstandi t and outstanding leadershi all businesses in the city and, through simple cost effective
with outstanding management and outstanding l€adershipyq 55 res, the businesses are able to reduce their energy use

and we are turning it around like we have done to the state’ y about 10 per cent. The Greenhouse Neutral Adelaide
finances, the Motor Accident Commission in this state, an trategy will help meét some of the targets in South Aus-
the Wine Centre, like we are doing to every business that thg, iz s “strategic plan as well. In particular, it will help
opposition ran into the ground. achieve the targets for greenhouse emissions in the first
Mr WILLIAMS: I rise on a point of order under standing commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol and reduce our
order 98 which states that, in answering a question, thetate’s ecological footprint.
minister should not debate the issue and, in fact, how canthe | ould like to congratulate the Adelaide City Council for
Treasurer maI§e the outrageous claims that he just did wheg commitment to this, and to working in partnership with the
he is trying to indicate that he has not been briefed. state government to really, truly turn Adelaide into a green
The SPEAKER: | uphold the point of order. city.
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WORKCOVER The Hon. K.O. Foley interjecting:
N The SPEAKER: Order! Will the honourable member for
TheHon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition): My  Giles begin again. The Deputy Premier’s voice is much

question is to the Minister for Industrial Relations. Will the |ouder than the honourable member for Giles, even without
minister inform the house on the extent of the deterioratiory microphone.

of WorkCover’s financial position this financial yearand the s BREUER: Not always, sir. My question is to the

latest forecast of unfunded liability? Minister for Health. What is the government doing to address
The September WorkCover quarterly report shows thafhe prevalence of suicides in regional South Australia?

claim payments are up by 20 per cent on the previous July TheHon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health): | thank

quarter and the opposition has been informed that this growly o 1o mer for Giles for her question and for her interest in
in claims has continued in the December quarter. Th?his issue. We know that suicides of young men are more

m|n|§t§rlal code O_f Condqct stat'es: . common in rural and regional areas, and that is why the
Ministers are obliged to give parliament full, accurate and t'mel?’rgovernment is providing $680 000 over two years for suicide

gﬁfﬁgr?g; ofall public money over which parliament has given the prevention initiatives in country South Australia. These

) initiatives will particularly focus on young men. Funded
The SPEAKER: The honourable leader knows that the hrough the social inclusion board, the initiatives will support

explanation is really presenting cogent debating points Wh'chjcal communities in regional, rural and remote areas of this

would justify and support the implied purpose behind aSk'n%tate to access existing suicide prevention and postvention

the question and the righteous—if not Self'”ghteous_services, and to help them to develop their own local and

rejoinder implied in the last sentence of the remarks madﬁnique responses

under the guise of being an explanation. That would be better S cwill b ided for traini terial
undertaken after 20 to 25 minutes of question time in an hour- upport will bé provided Ior training, resource materiais
nd grants to establish initiatives and programs that bring

long debate on matters of public polity in the fashion | have® ether all the players including health agencies, schools,

suggested before. Greater balance can be obtained but, mdpd 4 L
hurches, community organisations and local government.

important than that, the standing orders of the house—whic . > < g

the house has agreed to accept and conduct itself and t&UNtY health regions have been invited to submit expres-

business by—would not be breached sions of interest to conduct these local projects. Suicide is
i having a heavy impact in regional and rural communities.

No-one can say that it is a little bit okay to do a little bit: This funding is deliberately directed at i ith
it either is or it is not. We need to grow up and stop throwing IS funding IS deliberately directed at working with grass
pots local communities. It will help them build their own

sand in each other’s eyes, knowing that if we do so we tem Lcal capacity to deal with suicide and its prevention. The
the supervisor on duty in the kindergarten to try to discipline == . pacity with suicide ; ItS prévention.
Anitiative will also ensure that regional communities can

us. Then we can blame the duty supervisor or, at least, we ¢
access general mental health awareness programs such as

call on our parents—whoever they may be—to do likewise : o
Itis childish behaviour. bey_ondblue, Mlnd Matters and the Bounceback Foundation’s
Online Dreaming.

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY (Deputy Premier): | will take
this question because, while | am sure that my colleague can
add more to it, | undertook to come back to the house. My WORKCOVER

chief of staff has just this moment briefly spoken to the e
Under Treasurer whose direct line of reporting—I must b Th.e!-|on. RG. KER.I N (Leader of the Opposition): Has
correct in saying—in this instance, as an observer, is to th&' Minister for Industrial Relations been told about problems
Minister for Industrial Relations. But, obviously as Treasur-" Worl_<Cover across a range of its performance areas and,
er— if so, will he advise the house what he has been told and what
Members interjecting: action he has taken? The September quarter'ly management
The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: They will let him answer the performance report on WorkCover's own critical success
question! indicators show t_hat WorkCover failed to reach target in 12
Members interjecting: of the 13 categories reported on.
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: And the Under Treasurer— The SPEAKER: Before the honourable Minister for
Membersinterjecting: Industrial Relations speaks, can | advise the house that any

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: No, | am providing up-to-date questions for the Premer during the course of question time

information. As | said, we will get a more detailed analysistoday will be taken by the Deputy Premier.

of the issues put forward, but the Under Treasurer has TheHon.M.J.WRIGHT (Minister for Industrial
advised— Relations): It is well known as a result of the mess left by the

Members interjecting: former government that there has been a range of problems

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Perhaps we could just be a little that have been left for WorkCover. As has been already
quiet. The Under Treasurer has just advised my chief of stafforrectly reported by the Deputy Premier, at the very first
who has just advised me, that in recent months the percentagBPortunity this government brought in a new board, and that
funding of WorkCover has improved—that with recentNeéw board appointed a new chief executive officer. There is
strengths in the equity market the funded position of Work-2/S0 now a new management structure that has been put in
Cover has improved in recent months. We will get morePlace. There may still be one appointment that needs to be

management structure was identified by the Mountford

SUICIDE, REGIONAL SA Report, which identified the mess that was left by the former
Liberal government. As | have said previously, the mess that
MsBREUER (Giles): My question is to the Minister for has been left by the former Liberal government will take
Health. some time to address—
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Mr BRINDAL: On a point of order, Mr Speaker, the had not been used in talks with his former CEO when
minister is required to answer the substance of the questigresterday in question time the Attorney-General said that his
and not enter into debate. The minister used the expressidormer CEO, Kate Lennon, used expressions such as
‘mess left by the former Liberal government’ three times. Mr‘preserved funds’ in discussions with him? In the transcript

Speaker, is that not debate? of the Attorney-General’s evidence given under oath to the
The Hon. K.O. Foley interjecting: Auditor-General, Mr Marsh asked the Attorney the following
The SPEAKER: It is debate. The Deputy Premier is question:

correct in saying that it is debate and it is out of order. In the documentation we have seen there is a reference by AGD

staff to preservation of funds, was that a term that was ever used in
GOSSYP RESOURCE FOR YOUNG PARENTS talking to you?

The Attorney-General replied:
MrsGERAGHTY (Torrens): My question is to the | am afraid it doesn't ring a bell.

Minister for Youth. What resources are available to assi
young parents through pregnancy?

S . . ... she [Kate Lennon] did not use the term ‘Crown Solicitor's
TheHon. SW. KEY (Minister for Youth): There is a Trust Account’. What she used were expressions such as ‘preserved

wide range of support and services available to young parenfgnds’, ‘set aside funds’, ‘carryover funds'—euphemisms to avoid
through the health, families and communities, and also thenentioning the trust account that dare not speak its name.
youth portfolios. In my role as the Minister for Youth, Iwas  The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON  (Attorney-General):

very pleased to have the opportunity to launch a wonderfuyesterday, | was, of course, paraphrasing what Kate Lennon
new publication calledsuide to Sanity and Survival for  said in her evidence.

Young Parents or, in short, GOSSYP. An honour able member: What?
GOSSYP is a collaborative effort, involving the Office for ~ The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: | was paraphrasing what
Youth, Adelaide Central Community Health, the Secondkate Lennon said in her evidence. For months—
Story, Child and Youth Health and, most importantly, agroup  Members interjecting:
of young parents who conceived the idea—as well as other The SPEAKER: Order!

things—nursed it through its gestation period and finally gave  The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: —the opposition has been
birth to what is an excellent reference guide.The member fogoming in here and trying to say that | knew about the Crown
Torrens and | had the opportunity to meet these youngolicitor's Trust Account. They have now given up on that.
parents, and we were very impressed with the foresight Members interjecting:
demonstrated by these young people. The SPEAK ER: Order!
The Youth Grants Scheme provided $14 500 towards the TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Kate Lennon, in her
production of the GOSSYP booklet, and it is pleasing to segvidence, made it quite clear—
that this scheme is being used in such a productive way and Mr HANNA: | rise on a point of order, Mr Speaker. | ask
also adding to the different ways in which we are trying towhether this evidence is in the public domain because, if it
give young people a voice in our community. The need fofis, it would be out of order to refer to it.
a parenting resource that is specifically for young people was The SPEAK ER: Order! It is out of order to refer to the
an idea that came from the young parents themselves. Theyidence. | think the honourable Attorney has answered the
planned, researched, developed and helped write the docgirust of the question put by the leader in any event. We will
ment, incorporating their own stories, experiences anghove on.
illustrations into the guide. The resultis a comprehensive and TheHon. R.G. KERIN: On a point of order, Mr Speaker,
impressive reference, covering a range of issues for younge question did not refer to any evidence before the commit-
parents, such as caring for oneself during pregnancy, caringe. It was the Attorney who was referring to evidence.
for a baby, safe and healthy relationships, nutrition and The SPEAKER: Order! As | recall it, the question
feeding, body image, managing stress, housing optionseferred to the affidavit sworn by the Attorney-General before
budgeting and child care. the Auditor-General prior to any inquiry getting on foot.
In addition, the resource contains useful information orHowever, as | understand it, the information contained in that
relevant services to assist young people. One of the chaptesffidavit is now in the possession of the Economic and
| particularly like is how to survive in Adelaide, and South Finance Committee. The Attorney can refer to what he said
Australia generally, on cheap and free services and activitiga the affidavit in his response to inquiries but not to what
that are available. | recommend that chapter to members isther people have said in response to inquiries put to them by
this house, because it demonstrates a way in which people @fle members of the committee in the course of doing their
alow income can access services and support for little or n@ork. The Attorney has addressed the question as to why he
money. The good news is that this publication has been sgsed the term. In his opinion, he did not. I think it is time to
well received that every one of the 4 500 women under 25nove on.
who give birth each year will receive a free copy of the
booklet, through the Universal Home Visiting Program. lam SOUTH AUSTRALIAN YOUTH ENGAGEMENT
happy to provide a copy of this publication to all members, STRATEGY
through the parliamentary letterbox process. | hope members
will order further copies for their electorate offices. MsRANKINE (Wright): My question is to the Minister
for Education and Children’s Services. What measures has
CROWN SOLICITOR'STRUST ACCOUNT the government put in place to ensure that all young people
will remain in schools, in training or in work until the age
TheHon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition): My  of 19?
question is to the Attorney-General. Why did the Attorney- TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Educa-
General swear under oath that the phrase ‘preserved fundson and Children’s Services): | thank the member for

Sﬁ(esterday, the Attorney-General told the house the following:
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Wright for her question. As members would know she is CROWN SOLICITOR'STRUST ACCOUNT
committed to youth employment and engagement, so it is

appropriate that she should ask this question. The government The Hon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition): My
would like all South Australian youth to be earning or question is to the Attorney-General. When Kate Lennon
learning, and | am directing the South Australian Youthdiscussed carryover funds with the Attorney-General, did the
Engagement Strategy to bring about this end. SAYES wilAttorney-General—

help all young people to achieve their potential. It is aimed Mr Koutsantonis interjecting:

at all young people aged between 15 and 19 to make sure that The SPEAKER: Order! The member for West Torrens
they are in school, in training or in work. This is a huge taskwill take a walk if he persists in such disorderly behaviour,
that will take us well into the next decade. Itis estimated thabn the two counts that it is not the place in which the member
8 000 young people aged between 15 and 19 are out of workgr West Torrens can be recognised, nor is it orderly to begin
school or training, with a further 7 000 having only part-time a diatribe against the member who has the call when making
work, and 500 involved in part-time schooling or training. an inquiry.

We have made significant headway in dealing with this TheHon. R.G. KERIN: Thank you, Mr Speaker. When
cohort of young people through our $28.4 million schoolKate Lennon discussed carryover funds with the Attorney-
retention package through the Social Inclusion Unit. ThisGeneral, did the Attorney-General ever ask Kate Lennon
year we have had the highest school retention rate in the lagthether any of the funds being carried over had Treasury
eight years. Staying at school improves a young personapproval?
opportunities for work and their life prospects in the future. TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): The
That is why we increased the compulsory school leaving agauditor-General has dealt with this point. Ministers are
from 15 to 16 in the first legislation that we passed througtentitled to rely on their chief executives managing the
parliament following the election. finances lawfully. Imagine if | had gone into my weekly

The South Australian State Strategic Plan has set a targateeting with my former chief executive and said ‘Kate—
to increase the school leaving age to 17 and to have 90 per The Hon. I.F. Evans interjecting:
cent of students in work, in school or in training by the year The SPEAK ER: Order! The member for Davenport is out
2010. The South Australian Youth Engagement Strategy isf order.
the first strategy for more than a decade to deal solely with  TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: What if | went into my
youth engagement through this cohort of young people. Teneeting with my chief executive and said, ‘Kate, are you
assist in tracking the career paths of these young people aidleaching the Public Finance and Audit Act, or have you
to make sure that each student is engaged in work, school breached the Treasurer’s instructions lately?’ She would have
training, we have developed a unique student ID, which willsaid, ‘Oh, no, Mr Attorney.’ That is what she would have
be trialled this year in the government school sector, but isaid. | am entitled to rely on my chief executive to act
future years we hope to include non-government schools Sawfully, in accordance with Treasurer’s instructions and the
that we can track young people through the education procegaiblic Finance and Audit Act. The Public Sector Manage-
into post-secondary career paths. ment Act allocates responsibility for the finances—

We intend that each person should realise their ambitions The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Sir, | rise on a point of order.
and dreams either through being at school or in work or inThe question asked was a very simple question; whether the
training, perhaps through TAFE or university. We are awarettorney-General had asked his chief executive officer. The
that some people have particular needs and difficulties in reattorney-General is now trying to debate it but, more
engaging once they have dropped out of school, so oumportantly, is not answering the question, as required under
learning or earning strategy involves a series of actions. standing orders.

The first, as | mentioned, is the $28.4 million four-year The SPEAKER: The Attorney has the call. | do not
school retention strategy. On top of that is my colleague’s SAiphold the point of order.

Works and Youth Works employment and study programs TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Thank you, Mr Speaker.
and the $13.5 million three-year strategy Futures Connecttgo, of course, | trusted my former chief executive to act in
support every student with career and transition advice. Waccordance with the law. | did not ask her whether she was
have expanded vocational education and training opportunbehaving unlawfully because, as many people have said in
ties in schools and instituted a $2 million school attendancenis controversy, when the crookedness is at such high levels
improvement package. In addition, there is a $5.6 millionin the public service, there are no rules that could contain that
four-year student mentoring program to assist up to 80@rookedness.

15-year-olds who are at risk of dropping out of school. | know the Liberal opposition does not like it being

Finally, we expect the SACE review to deliver dividendsrevealed that their people were not misusing the Crown
even greater than through these programs by having certificgolicitor’s Trust Account for the good of South Australians
tion which encourages and enhances a young persorgsut to pamper themselves and their mates. Mr Speaker, | can
opportunities but which, in particular, values achievemenassure the house that, for as long as | am a minister and that
other than in traditional academic ways and encourageso long as | am a member of parliament, | will not be staying
young people who might be disengaged to take alternativat a six-star hotel.
paths. By this means we want to guarantee that every young
South Australian has a future and an opportunity—and Mr BRINDAL (Unley): My supplementary question is
perhaps it might have been better if those opposite had eveatirected to the Minister for Transport. Given the Attorney-

thought of these strategies a decade ago. General’s answer to this house, why did she personally insist
The SPEAKER: Order! on signing all the cheques when she was minister for
Mr Wi liams interjecting: education? Did she not trust her CEO?

The SPEAKER: The member for MacKillop is out of The SPEAKER: The member for Unley is mistaken in
order. thinking that the question he seeks to ask as a supplementary
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guestion is in any direct sense relevant to the inquiry made TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | suggest you talk to the
by the leader about the Attorney-General’s interaction wittmember for Stuart. Multiculturalism has played an important
the former CEO of the Justice Department: it is not. It isrole in preventing division and disunity in South Australia,

another matter altogether. even when other parts of the world are in turmoil. The event
makes it possible for many South Australians to experience
CARNEVALE the fun and recognise the benefits of cultural diversity.

o The festival is also an important fundraising event. Funds
MsCICCARELLO (Norwood): My question is to the  from the Carnevale in Adelaide help essential services to be
Minister for Multicultural Affairs. Will the minister inform  given to ageing Italo-Australian community members and
the house about the government support provided to thgake possible contributions to many needy charity and
Italian community and the 2005 Carnevale? cultural groups. The government has been pleased to be able
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON (Minister for Multicultural ~ to support this event, and | look forward to yet another
Affairs): Carnevale in Adelaide is recognised as one of theyccessful Carnevale in Adelaide in 2006—and, as the
highlights of South Australia’s multicultural calendar. member for Morialta said, may it be bathed again in glorious
Carnevale in Adelaide has a reputation for being among thgnshine.
best events on South Australia’s impressive multicultural The SPEAKER: The honourable member for Mawson.
calendar. It is an event which South Australians of all The Hon. PF. Conlon: Come on, is that all there is,
backgrounds look forward to and enjoy each year. OnCggrin?
again, this year's Carnevale attracted huge crowds of which The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member for
I was in the midst, along with my friend Bob Francis, and theyjawson has the call.
Carnevale provided outstanding entertainment and informa-
tion in true Italian style. This year the Premier delivered on POLICE, RECRUITMENT
his promise to address the people there in Italian. The Premier
also led a choir of politicians, including that karaoke special- Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): Thank you, Mr
ist the Leader of the Opposition and the member for Norwoodspeaker. My question is to the Minister for Police. Has the

(that songbird) in a rousing rendition of— minister received any advice that reaching the target of 200
Members interjecting: extra police above and beyond attrition by September 2005
The SPEAKER: Order! is not obtainable? On Monday in the house the minister stated

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: —That's Amoré, to the that the targets of recruiting 200 extra police are ‘becoming
wild applause of thousands. | have heard that there is a videncreasingly difficult to meet, and it may be that there will be
circulating and | hope to acquire a copy. | gather thaslippage’.

Carnevaleroughly translated might mean ‘goodbye to meat’ TheHon. K.O. FOLEY (Minister for Police): | have
because it is a carnival on the eve of Lent. It is a successfuleen saying that for some time, or words to that effect. The
and important cultural event that provides an opportunity fointeresting point is that | attended a police graduation today
the Italian community and others to showcase and share theithen 25 fine South Australians—

culture, values and traditions with South Australians of all Mr Brokenshire interjecting:

backgrounds. It was my culinary delight to attend the TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: | am getting to you. Twenty-
Calabria Sports and Social Club stall and to eat my fill offive fine South Australians graduated—a very strong course
trippa before Ash Wednesday—one of my favourite dishesin terms of numbers. It is interesting to note that, of the 25

I have just joined the tripe club. who graduated today, 13 were females and 12 were males.
Members interjecting: That is a good ratio. | am told by the commissioner that
The SPEAKER: Order! applicants for recruitment are running at about 50-50 male
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: There is a tripe club that and female, which is very good, and that was an encouraging

organises lunches, sir, you will be pleased to know. sign. | made the point, which | have certainly not hidden
The SPEAKER: Order! The Attorney-General— from, that in the very tight labour market recruiting an extra

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Because | am served itin 200—
question time regularly from the other side and have got used Members interjecting:

to the flavour. The SPEAKER: Order!
The SPEAKER: Order! The question was explicitly TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Sir, there are more police today
about funds for the Italiaarnevale, not food from it. than when the Liberals were in office. That is point one.

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Mr Speaker, | was also Secondly, we have a strong recruitment program but, because
pleased to attend the St Hilarion Society stall and to enjowf the tight labour market, it is a very difficult task. That is
some zeppoli, and | was also pleased to be invited into theshy we are bringing in 60 extra police officers from the
Veneto Club for some chinotto and snacks. The Soutlnited Kingdom. The opposition does not want them to come
Australian government recognises the benefits of thiso South Australia and thinks they are incompetent. Well, |
important festival and has been willing to support it appropri-do not share that view. The Commissioner of Police and | talk
ately. On Sunday the Premier handed over a cheque foegularly—weekly—about the recruitment program, and itis
$22 000 to the Coordinating Italian Committee, the organisera very fluid environment. The Police Commissioner in
of Carnevale in Adelaide. | am pleased that this represents amnversation today gave me some more information about
increase of about 65 per cent on our support last year. Thecruitment that makes me feel more optimistic.

South Australian government recognises that multiculturalism Members interjecting:
is among the greatest achievements and assets of our state. The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: Well, itis a very fluid environ-

Alas, there are some members of the opposition who dment at present.
not agree with that proposition. Mr Brokenshire: So are your answers. They are different

An honourable member interjecting: every day.
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Members interjecting: POLICE, RECRUITMENT
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Itis a ghost town. o
The SPEAKER: Order! Trel\gsru?(;RrOK ENSHIRE (Mawson): My question is to the

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Mr Speaker, let us see whether Members interiecting:
the shadow minister for police is as courageous with his Th SPEAKEJR' Ogd |
guestioning when he meets with the Police Commissioner to € - Or ?r' o o
be briefed on recruitment as he is in this place, because | bet M BROKENSHIRE: My question s to the Minister for
he did not put this question to the Police Commissionef °lice- Glyen the increased need for training of police recruits
today. | bet he does not criticise the Police Commissione®Nd the importance of the police academy, why is the
face-to-face when he is briefed. | suspect he will sit there angOVernment assessing planning to sell prime esplanade
nod and agree— rontage allotments for development that is currently being

o . occupied as part of the police academy at Fort Largs? The
| tmr Eﬁn?TENSHIrﬁEr ! \r,lVShei‘lonltaWpOlnt of orgier. l h‘fj‘fflien_opposition is aware that Colliers International has been
etihe stergoonfora €. ltwas a specilic question, pointed by South Australia Police to develop a land

is he going to attain his target of September 2005—yes or nOcaf’gvelopment concept. Police sources have advised the

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: It is too early to tell. | am  gpposition that, because plans are being put into place to sell
confident that we are doing all we can to achieve that targefand at the police academy on the foreshore, maintenance is
I think we will get there, but the point | make is that it is— not occurring.

TheHon. W.A. Matthew: | think | can, I think I can. TheHon. K.O. FOLEY (Minister for Police): Maybe

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Exactly; I think | can. I think this is just a sign that | have been around for a little longer
we can do it, but | cannot be any more confident than thathan | sometimes wish | had been, because | can recall the
because, as | have been telling the house for six months, themember for Bright, when he was the police minister,
is 5 per cent unemployment in Australia. There is a tightconsidering—and he is nodding his head in agreement—the
labour market. Attrition, at times, appears to be runningsale of the police academy at Fort Largs. | campaigned
stronger than we can expect. All these things mean that it idgainst it as the local member, and do you know why, sir? It
a very fluid environment—the labour market is tight. | did notwas because, | think in the mid-1990s—I think | am correct
see the shadow minister for police questioning the Policer pretty close to it—we did not recruit a police officer for
Commissioner about this today. | do not think the shadowpne whole year. That is when the then Liberal government
minister will have the courage to criticise the Commissionedrove down police numbers in this state, from memory, to
face to face. | suspect that he will have a nice cup of tea witsomewhere in the order of 3 500 police officers—about 500
the Commissioner, receive a briefing, and wait until he caifiewer than there are today. And the member for Bright, the
come back in here, in coward’s castle, and throw the mud.then minister for police, was giving serious consideration to

selling the Police Academy.
RAU, MsC. Members interjecting:
The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr HANNA (Mitchell): My question is to the Minister Mr BROKENSHIRE: I rise on a point of order. This is
for Health. Given that the minister’s answer to my questiora specific question under standing order 98. Colliers Inter-
yesterday did not reveal any obstacles to intervention byational has been appointed to do the assessments. Are they
South Australian mental health authorities when Cornelia Ragoing to sell these prime esplanade blocks of land?
was detained in Baxter Detention Centre, what efforts were The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member for
made by our agencies to assess or treat her while she wigwson did not have a point of order.

there? TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: The member for Wright
TheHon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health): I thank  reminds me that during those days they cut the budget for the

the member for Mitchell for the question. The member askegbolice horses in half and put the police dogs on dry food. That

a question, as he mentioned, in relation to this matteis how stingy they were back in the 1990s. They wanted to

yesterday and, during that answer, | said that there was ayet rid of the police band!

inquiry established by the federal government and that we Members interjecting:

would be cooperating fully with that inquiry in orderto get  The SPEAKER: Order!

to the bottom of all the issues involved. Efforts were made by

rural and remote mental health services based at Glenside ABORIGINAL HOUSING AUTHORITY

Hospital to assess Ms Rau in November last year and contact

was again made in January. On 21 January, Dr Jonathan TheHon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): My question is directed

Phillips, the Director of Mental Health Services here in South the minister responsible for Aboriginal housing. Does the

Australia, took a direct interest in this matter and, subsequengan placed on my staff and me having any contact with the

ly, Ms Rau was transferred to Glenside Hospital, where sh@poriginal Housing Authority office at Port Augusta still

remains. However, the particulars of this are a matter for thgtand? Does this ban have the approval of the federal

inquiry, and it would be inappropriate for me to canvass thoseninister, who supplies the majority of the money for

details outside that inquiry. Aboriginal housing in this state? Does this ban also apply to
| can also inform members that over recent months wéd.abor members of parliament? In the years 2000 to 2004, the

have been trying to finalise a memorandum of understandingderal government provided just on $14.5 million for

with the federal government which will define smooth Aboriginal housing. In a document circulated around Quorn,

clinical pathways for the treatment of detainees requiringhe member for Giles had this to say:

mental health services. Last week my department advised me This includes help with issues related to services provided by the

that DIMIA has now committed to finalising the MOU. state government like housing...
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That was a letter put around indicating that they were allowefieedback from the Mayor of Port Augusta about these issues

to help, but | have been denied my right as a member oh the past. She continues to express concerns but | am

parliament. confident that we can resolve with her, her council and,
TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL (Minister for Families  indeed, the member for Stuart, some of the difficult issues

and Communities): In fact, | think | have direct responsibili- that occur in Port Augusta. | repeat, he is not banned from

ty for the Aboriginal Housing Authority, which was, | think, accessing any government agency, in particular the Abo-

at the heart of the question raised by the member for Stuantiginal Housing Authority.

He raised these matters in a grievance yesterday and | have

asked for a response to be prepared—indeed, | had officers GOVERNMENT AGENCIES, ACCESS

from the AHA in my office this morning asking them about

this. | make this absolutely clear: no member of parliament MsCHAPMAN (Bragg): | have a supplementary

is banned from accessing any state government agency.dtiestion to the Deputy Premier, whom | understand is taking

anyone has said such a thing then they can ‘unsay’ it. guestions on behalf of the Premier: given the statement of the
Mr Brindal interjecting: minister that members of parliament are to have access to all
The SPEAKER: Order! | cannot hear the honourable agencies, does he agree with that?

minister. Would he please direct the other microphone to his  The Hon. K.O. FOLEY (Deputy Premier): Do | agree

left so that the house and | can hear what he is saying.  with members of parliament having access to agencies? |
TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL: | repeat, sir, | have served in opposition for eight years and | know exactly what

responsibility for the Aboriginal Housing Authority, which, the Liberal party was like in government with access. We are

Iunderstand, is the agency that the member for Stuart has hagt different, and if members of the opposition want access
some difficulties with. All members are, of course, entitledig agencies all they need to do is ask.

to have access to state government agencies: there is no ban

on any state member of parliament. | would like to make POLICE SWITCHBOARD

some remarks about Aboriginal housing issues in Port

Augusta, which | understand might be at the heart of some of \; BROK ENSHIRE (Mawson): My question is again

these issues. ) to the Minister for Police. Will the minister advise the house
The SPEAKER: Only in the context that they are relevant yhy the government is closing down the main switchboard

to the inquiry put by the member for Stuart about an interfery; South Australia Police headquarters at Flinders Street

ence in his rights, responsibilities and, indeed, privileges aggelaide. With your leave and by concurrence of the house
a member of this place. | wish to explain.

TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL: Certainly, sir. | can say . ; iR
that it would be helpful for all members of the community in The SPEAKER: Leave is not granted. The question is

leadershi . .aplain enough. The honourable Deputy Premier understands.
p positions—whether they be members of parlia- o . \
ment, mayors or anyone who holds a position of some 1 n€Hon. K.O.FOLEY (Minister for Police): I don't
authority—to actually use temperate language in the way the§oW that we are closing down a switchboard, Mr Speaker.
seek to address the public policy matters that confront th think if the inference is that we are somehow not going to

Aboriginal housing issues in Port Augusta. | think what tends'2V€_communications with the police that is an absurd
uestion. We are ‘closing down the switchboard at Flinders

to happen (and itis a very easy thing to do) is that, whenev
ppen ( y casy Mg ) e%treet because they have not got any money; budget cuts'—

an Aboriginal person comes into the Port Augusta area—i ; . ;
does not matter whence they came, whether it is the Northe hat a'delsperate, paﬁheﬂc, nonsense question. | will ask the
ommissioner of Police to advise me whether or not, due to

Territory, the APY lands or wherever—and if they behave in=>" .
away that causes concern in the community, it seems that tfia2intenance or other reasons such as upgrading technology,
ifting premises—I do not know why; there may be some

blame is sheeted home to the Aboriginal Housing Authority>

and it is mystically meant to be able to solve any concern ofctivity involving a svyitchboard ata police statior!. What |
grievance within the Aboriginal community generally can say to the house is that | am certain that there is no affect

I think that that is an unfair burden to place on a smalito communications. Anyway, | doubt that it is a reflection of

agency that deals with one very small aspect of housing f"Y Pudgetary issues. Itis at the end of question time on day
aboriginal people. That is not to say that there are not some ©€ ofa sitting week, and the opposition is so bereft of
serious issues that need to be addressed in the Port AuguSgCent questions.

region, which | believe would be assisted if we could achieve

an outcome in a collaborative way. One very important DISABLED, RESPITE

initiative that we are having discussions about with the Port . .
Augusta community and the Port Augusta council is the MP VENNING (Schubert): Is the Minister for Families
opportunity for the establishment of a further transitiona/2nd Communities aware that the federal government is still
facility similar to the one that works very effectively in the @waiting the minister's sign-off on a funding package

Ceduna area. That facility will ensure that when we havél€signed to provide respite for older people who care for
large groups of people on a transient basis that move int isabled people? On 10 February 2005, the minister stated to

town areas, they do not cause overcrowding in existing AHAN€ house:

tenancies, and that there is some place that they can go to be We have agreed with the federal government a $12 million
accommodated in the meantime, as they move in and out @fckage of additional support for respite for people who care for
these town areas. disabled people.

A number of the disturbances which have been related,We have been advised by the office of minister Kay
think, to the issues that are presently a concern at PoRatterson, the minister responsible for this program, that she
Augusta can be related to the lack of appropriate accommodas yet to send to the minister the formal offer or receive the
tion facilities to grapple with those issues. | have had positivestate minister’s sign-off. Furthermore, the offer of the federal
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component of the funding was made to the state in May 2004s preliminary advice: as | have always said, we will come

and no response— back to the house with more considered information. | am
The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member is advised, from information provided by the Under Treasurer,

debating. It is all interesting information, but it does notthat for the year to 31 December 2004 WorkCover is

enhance my understanding of the question. | understood ttsggnificantly ahead of budget because of higher than expected

guestion clearly when it was asked. If the honourable membdevy income (up $11.8 million) and investment income (up

or any other honourable members want to engage in provids42.9 million). | am further advised that this is partly offset

ing the house with that kind of information, they best do it inby higher net claims paid by up to $7.9 million. | am advised

the grievance debates. The minister. that the budgeted funded position as at 30 December 2004
TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL (Minister for Families ~ was 60.2 per cent. | am also advised that WorkCover has

and Communities): This is a strange question indeed. In exceeded this budgeted target and reported an actual funded

fact, earlier this week, | announced that we have put ouposition of 64.2 per cent. If the opposition wishes to compare

money on the table, we had the funding in place and th&orkCover with the State Bank, it is doing so and putting

scheme was being rolled out. We have had communication&orkCover in a position of risk it need not be in.

with the minister’s office about these very matters. There was

a little hiccup, I must say, because, apparently, while we had REPLIESTO QUESTIONS

agreement between officers at a federal level, they had not

brought the federal minister into the loop. So, there is some TheHon. PL. WHITE (Minister for Transport): | seek

formal documentation that needs to be signed off. | wadeave to make a ministerial statement.

anxious to get out and start spending this money, and | would Leave granted.

have thought that those opposite would be keen for me to TheHon. PL. WHITE: In the last week of the last

get— session a large number of questions were put on notice by
The SPEAK ER: Order! The minister is now doing what members opposite. There was no mechanism by which they

| told the member for Schubert he may not do, that is, debateould be tabled in parliament. At the beginning of this

the question. The minister has answered the question. Thesession, | began to read in#fansard some of the answers to

was a problem; it has been solved. those questions. At that time, there were complaints from
members opposite, and it was agreed that those questions to
SCHOOLS, FUNDING be answered would be put on thdotice Paper again.

However, a number of questions were not asked again, and
MsCHAPMAN (Bragg): Will the Minister for Education  there have been claims that | have not answered them. So, |
and Children’s Services explain why there was a delay in th@jish to provide those answers for the parliamentary record.
handing over of commonwealth funding grants to schools thi&n 20 July 2004, Dr McFetridge—
year and what impact that had, particularly on low fee The SPEAKER: Order! The minister knows that she

schools? o must not refer to members by name.
TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Educa- TheHon. PL. WHITE: My apologies, Mr Speaker.

tion and Children’s Services): | understand that the member Mr BRINDAL : On a point of order, Mr Speaker, would
for Bragg's question relates to a delay in handing ove X ' '
funding to independent or low fee schools.

The SPEAKER: From the commonwealth.

TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: I have no knowledge
of any delay in funding that impacted adversely on schools. ) .
I do know that there was a request from the independent Mr BRINDAL: I SO move, Sir. .
schools sector for us to expedite some funding release. | "€ SPEAKER: It would not, of course, be possible
Within two days of receiving that request, we had acted anynless standing orders were suspended. In any event, this is

the money went to the schools involved. If there is any othef"@2- The opposition is not here to collaborate as between
problem beyond that, | will look into it and report back. those members who see themselves as belonging to it. If an

honourable member seeks information they should ask a
guestion. If the minister has information which the minister
believes itis in the public interest to put in the public domain,
then the minister makes a statement. The debate in which the
minister engaged at the outset of the leave granted by the
WORK COVER house to make a statement was disorderly. The sooner
members of parliament realise they are elected here to
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY (Deputy Premier): | seek leave represent people and not parties, the better off we will all be.
to make a ministerial statement. Does the honourable minister have information that she
Leave granted. wishes to place in the public domain?
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: | can provide the house with ~ TheHon. PL. WHITE: Yes, sir, | do.
further information on WorkCover's current financial The SPEAKER: The minister has leave to make a
position. As | understand it, the opposition today has releasestatement, not to debate her reasons.
a press statement accusing the government of a cover-up and The Hon. P.L. WHITE: My reply of 4 August 2004 to
comparing the position of WorkCover, | am advised, with thethe member for Morphett's question of 20 July 2004 is as
fate of the State Bank. follows: my department does not provide financial assistance
The Hon. R.G. Kerin interjecting: to local councils to dispute the erection of mobile phone
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: | am advised that is what is in towers in residential areas, and there is no expenditure
a press release. We will wait and see if that is the case. Thalocated in the 2004-05 budget for this purpose.

t be orderly for a member of this house to move that the
answers the minister is about to read be insertédbinsard
without her reading them to the house?

The SPEAKER: Anything is possible.
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My response of 12 August 2004 to the member forthat changed dramatically was that members of the forestry
Morphett’s question of 20 July 2004 is as follows: theindustry in the South-East, having suffered greatly in those
increase in the State Bicycle Fund this year from $200 00@ires, took it upon themselves to ensure that water bombing
to $408 000 will ensure that more initiatives are progressederoplanes were on stand-by on high fire danger days. That
in partnership with local government to make cycling safethas been the case for many years in the Lower South-East
and attractive for more South Australians. The State Bicyclaow. That was partly funded by the forestry industry,
Fund is a subsidy scheme for local councils to progresscluding Forestry SA, which is a government instrumentali-
bicycle initiatives in their local area. The fund has fosteredy, but also the other poor old foresters. The attitude to the
a longstanding partnership between state and local governse of those planes has been that, when there is an outbreak
ment to encourage cycling. Funded initiatives can includeof fire—and, even more particularly, when imminent danger
planning and construction of on or off road cycling paths ands caused by bad weather occurring simultaneously with an
lanes; safer facilities to help cyclists to cross busy roadsputbreak of fire—we throw everything at it and use those
bicycle parking; and other community-based programs t@lanes to their maximum ability to try to suppress the fire and
increase cycling safety and encourage more people to cyclbring it down to a situation where the volunteers on the
My department has received submissions from councils to thground can tackle it and get it under control, and then out, as
fund in June. An assessment of the numerous proposals wilickly as possible.
be completed in August. My response of 13 August 2004— For example, on Tuesday 11 January this year there was

The SPEAK ER: Order! | think the minister understands an outbreak of fire just north of Millicent that was started by
what | said about having information to put in the public a header in a paddock. | do not believe that the header should
domain. This is not the time to respond to questions that haveave been working in the paddock on that day, and a lot has
not been asked during this session. been said in the local media about the occurrence of headers

TheHon. PL. WHITE: Okay. working on that day. Two water bombing aeroplanes were

The SPEAKER: It is a statement the minister has to makeScrambled into the air and attended the scene and helped to
which she believes provides information which is not already?0use the fire. The volunteer firefighters who travelled from
in the public domain. What she is doing is debating byMillicentand the surrounding districts converged on that fire
restating a proposition, and | believe several such proposfnd putit out before it had burnt more than about 30 hectares,
tions and the information have already been putin the publitunderstand. 1 am told by the CFS personnel in the area that,
domain, simply because of the idiocy of the practice of askingl that series of events had not occurred, the fire would
questions on notice in the last week. Maybe we will cutduickly have been out of control and we would have experi-
questions on notice off two weeks before sessions end, so irgfpced a situation not dissimilar to that which occurred on the
there is adequate time for them to be answered by the end 8puthern Eyre Peninsula. o ,
the session. But this is highly disorderly. Does the minister 1he debate that has been raging in South Australia for the
have new information not available to the public that she?@st month or so over what occurred on Eyre Peninsula
wishes to put in the public domain? If not, we will move on. Should not be about what happened on Tuesday 11 January:
it should be about what did not happen on Monday 10 Jan-
uary, and potentially what should have happened on Monday
10 January. The CFS was aware of the impending high fire
danger weather conditions which were going to occur across
the state on that Tuesday, yet | do not believe that they used

every resource that was available on the ground and in the air
GRIEVANCE DEBATE to ensure that that fire was controlled on the Monday
afternoon and throughout the night of Monday 10 January to
EYRE PENINSULA BUSHFIRES ensure that there was no danger—not a reduced danger but
) no danger—of that fire breaking out on Tuesday 11 January.
Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop): Last Monday, at the My suspicions that there are even recriminations within
beginning of this calendar year’s sitting of the parliament, gne government and within the CFS and that there are great
condolence motion was moved in memory of the Blackieelings of guilt are heightened by the fact that even the
Tuesday fires on Eyre Peninsula on 11 January. In speakingemier made statements such as, ‘We saw heroism here by
to t_hat motion, | sald that there were some other matters thahe CFS volunteers, and | think it is totally wrong for any-
| wished to raise in regard.to those fires, and | want to tak%ody to be stabbing them in the back.’ This is not about the
that opportunity today, it being the twenty-second anniversaryg|unteers—and | commend the work carried out by the
of the Ash Wednesday fires of 1983, which ravaged the Adekg|unteers in that fire and every other fire that they attend.

aide Hills, the South-East of the state and, to a lesser degreghat | am questioning is whether the CFS hierarchy and the
other parts of South Australia and, indeed, Victoria. | wanlgovernment have a policy that, when a fire breaks out, they

to talk about the culture which seems to have taken over ighrow every resource thatis available into the suppression of
the CFS—a culture which | am afraid seems to be protecteght fire.

by the current government. In a nutshell, the culture is that  Tjme expired.

it is very easy and expedient to use volunteers, but we had

better be careful if in a timely fashion we are to use resources GOLDEN GROVE

that might cost a few extra dollars. | suspect that that is what

happened on the Lower Eyre Peninsula, not on Tuesday MsRANKINE (Wright): As | said yesterday, Golden

11 January, but on Monday 10 January. That is the nub arove is by anyone’s standards a very well-planned and

what | want to bring to the attention of the house today.  picturesque area, and we truly have some quite beautiful
When we suffered that disaster 22 years ago in the Souttandscaping, particularly along our major roads, and some

East, some things changed dramatically. One of the thingseautiful park areas. | guess the test of what is a successful
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development is what residents think. | think it is true to saytions, so | have written to council again. | am hoping this time
that the vast majority of people who live out there reallyit will listen. Involving residents in the decisions that are
enjoy doing so. The amenity of the area is what attractethken in their community will ensure a positive outcome for
many people to buy, plus the innovative approach that walsoth the community and the council.
taken by the state government at that time to ensure that
families were able to access affordable land to build their first BAROSSA WINE TRAIN
homes. We have a range of medium and high density
housing, but the area retains a sense of openness because oMr VENNING (Schubert): In April 2003 the Barossa
the landscaping that was undertaken. The amenity of the ar§dine Train ceased operation due to the impost of public
is important to residents in relation to the lifestyle they enjoyliability insurance. Since that time, there has been great
and, importantly, in relation to the value of their properties,concern from many sectors within the community as rumours
which in turn, | point out, affect the level of rates collecteddeveloped about the possible sale of the three Bluebird
by the local council. | know that the maintenance of Golderrailcars to interstate or overseas consortiums. Apparently,
Grove has been of real concern to the residents as we face tiey were sold but the sales fell through and they are still
council taking over full responsibility for the area, and | think here. | wonder if that is an omen. On Thursday 6 May 2004
itis also fair to say that it has also been a bugbear of councitve asked the minister:

For lots of historic reasons, there has been much resent- 1. what was the extent of the government's financial involve-
ment in council towards Golden Grove, and myths have beement with the former Barossa Wine Train?
allowed to perpetuate. Despite this—or perhaps | should say 2. Have the railcars been sold to a hotel consortium in Sri Lanka
because of it—for a number of years residents have indicat dé if Iso,hwhat are the Sa'el dega"S?l <t rail servi
that they are willing to work with the council in relation to . Bargésgr\e/aeﬁg grrﬁ’(??fsgofowh%"tea?g agzv(\a/tt:iégst rail service to

maintenance issues. Indeed, after strong lobbying by the

Golden Grove Community Action Group, the council set upThe answer included that the government provided $170 000

a council-wide reference group. | have to pay tribute to StevéP" Product marketing initiatives and extra marketing. Also,
Curtis and Dave Haebich, who rallied around as far back a§'€ Barossa Wine Train is a privately owned business and
January 2001. | remember attending a council meeting 4'€€ are no plans by the government to develop another
which 150 residents came along to voice their concern. Thelpurist train service to the Barossa Valley.

were, at that stage, promised consultation. In November 2001, | am now reliably informed that two ministers are
residents still had not seen any action, and eventually EVvolved in the process of sale and purchase of our Bluebirds.
meeting was held at Golden Grove, to which local sporting hope it is purchase. | am still hopeful that a private-public
clubs and even the local member were not invited. Howeveﬂartnersmp can be formed to ensure that this service returns
in April 2002, they eventually set up a city-wide landscapel© the Barossa. It was a popular and very valued service. If
consultative committee. | have to say that the way in whictihe Bluebird railcars are sold off, the opportunity will be lost,
they went about it indicated that they were not reallyor atleast very much diminished. | urge the state government
committed to the process, and | guess that was evidencd@ retain this heritage state icon, the Bluebirds (in which the

when the group was disbanded as a result of the 2003 electiéeen travelled on her last visit to this state), and assist in
and never reconvened. partnering a private owner-operator with TransAdelaide to

But, credit where credit is due: the maintenance digehsure the reinstatement of the Barossa Wine Train.

improve when council decided to take control of these Many of us, and probably you included, sir, went to school
matters in-house rather than outsourcing them. In 2001, wi@ these historic South Australian railcars—that is, we went
were literally seeing mature trees, rose bushes and park®me on weekends from boarding school—and these were
whither and die before our eyes—and we do not want that t§1€ last viable passenger rail services for our country rail,
happen again. Residents across our state have accepted véRether it be the Iron Triangle, the Mid North cities, the
willingly the need to conserve water and use it in the mosBouth-East or Broken Hill. These trains were popular. We can
effective ways. The residents of Golden Grove are ndearn from the Victorians and other successful tourist trains
different. In 2001 | was pleading with the council to involve throughout Australia. They all have government support—
residents in deciding on ways to better manage their park&ome up to 50 per cent. The Barossa community strongly
and gardens. | renewed that plea again in late 2003 iaupports the return of the wine train. It is also to be hoped
response to council’s draft strategic plan, which identified 4hat a daily commuter train service could become a reality for
range of water reduction targets, including a 30 per cerfhe many Barossa residents who daily commute to Gawler,
reduction for roadside verges and median strips and a 20 parservice that could be extended a few kilometres to encom-
cent reduction for medium level profile passive reserves sudpass the Barossa.
as neighbourhood parks. We need an announcement from this government as to the
| wrote to the council in 2003 urging it to establish a future of the Bluebird railcars while they are still here
residents’ group to help it identify priorities and ways in (especially if they are going to be sold again) and also the
which we can save water. Residents know their area, theyginstatement of our wine train, and how this government
know what is important in their community and they know proposes to support the reinstatement of the Barossa service.
what can be modified. They know what works and what doe was a sad day when the wine train stopped running. It
not. Implementing water conservation measures is aghould not have stopped, and much goodwill is lost. It was
opportunity to involve and engage residents in a positive anéixtremely popular. The wine train—and any other tourism
meaningful way. It will ensure council meets its conservatiorirain, for that matter—needs to be able to operate under the
targets, ensure better use of resources and ensure tespices of Transport SA and be included in its insurance,
decisions that are made have the backing and support of tii@cause that was the big problem in operating the service.
community. We are, after all, talking about their homes and | pay tribute to the previous operator of the train, Proud
their community. | have received no response to my suggeustralia. It did a great job and it was a great service. It was
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extremely popular. | enjoyed bringing guests from interstatehings that householders can do; using their cars less and
and overseas to South Australia. We would always go on thesing less electricity, of course, are going to save money to
wine train and a great day was always assured. At the othéne household budget as well as do something for our
end, at the Barossa, the whole community rallied and thegnvironment. But we do need action at state level and over
had the buses there to greet the trains. People had so mafye next 12 months I, along with many others, will be
options to go and spend the day in the Barossa and then lsampaigning to lobby the state government to take legislative
taken safely home to the city in the evening. It is a sad thingneasures to make the targets mandatory. The South
that this train ever left. Surely, if we cannot have a daily trainAustralian government has signed up to some half decent
service to South Australia’s greatest tourism asset, thtargets; itis a matter of making those targets enforceable. If
Barossa Valley, there is something wrong. We want our wineve do not do something now we really are jeopardising the
train back. | implore the minister to help and save thefuture of industry and families in this state as the 21st century
Bluebird. proceeds.

KYOTO PROTOCOL HANCOCK ROAD/GRENFELL ROAD

: . _ ROUNDABOUT
Mr HANNA (Mitchell): Today the world is celebrating

a historic global achievement—the entry into force of the TheHon. D.C. KOTZ (Newland): Today | rise to speak
Kyoto Protocol. Itis the world’s first commitment to prevent on a serious traffic issue within the Newland electorate which
global warming. The 136 countries around the world thakemains unresolved despite numerous calls to the Minister for
have ratified the protocol can be proud of this important firstrransport. Traffic management at the Hancock Road and
step in the battle against global warming. There has been@renfell Road roundabout is causing immense concern for
lot of reactionary comment in the media in relation to thenearby residents; however, this government has consistently
protocol. One would think it is a radical document; in fact, refused to acknowledge or address legitimate concerns.
in my opinion, it is a very modest step forward indeed, | have been approached by a number of constituents in the
seeking to limit our global emissions of greenhouse gasegast two years who are concerned about their safety and the
including carbon dioxide and others, to roughly 1990 levelSsafety of their property in the vicinity of the roundabout.
The rate of poisoning of our atmosphere is increasingsimply, they have asked for a guard rail or bollards to be
virtually exponentially, and here in Australia we have thegrected on the footpath in front of their houses to protect
world’s highest greenhouse gas emissions per person.  themselves, their property and any pedestrians from any

_ We account for a significant percentage of the total emisfyrther accidents from drivers over-correcting as they
sions under the Kyoto Protocol. Australia, to its shamenegotiate that roundabout. The residents have had many
fought in the Kyoto negotiations to achieve the most lenienincidents in previous years, ranging from skid marks on their
emissions target of all developed countries as well as securingoperties to cars careering through their front fences. On one
the controversial land use clause drafted specifically for Ausproperty in March 2003 a car smashed through a front fence
tralia’s benefit. In the end, the national government turned itgnd landed 12 metres onto private property. One of my
back on the global community and on our own nation’s futuresonstituents contacted Transport SA and was told that they
with the Howard government’s refusal to ratify the protocol.qo not erect bollards to protect property. When told bollards
Along with the United States, we are the only rich Westermad peen installed nearby on the same intersection, the
country not to have ratified the agreement. So, we have takggsjdent was told they were there to protect streetlights.
a very short-sighted path. _ Having lobbied the Liberal government of the day to have

_ The negative effects of global warming are no longefnese protective bollards, which were installed to protect
disputed; they are going to have very significant effects fog|gerly residents and their homes situated behind brush fences
South Australia, rendering the northern part of the statggjacent to the roadway that encircles the roundabout, the
uninhabitable and producing much greater bushfire angomments made by Transport SA are quite incorrect. That
drought risks in the rest of the state except, perhaps, in th@ay pe the current government’s policy but it most certainly
southern parts of the state, which may be subject to heavigias not the policy when the bollards were installed after
rainfall and flooding. Where do we go, given that the federakeyeral cars had spun out entering the roundabout and ended
government will not, for reasons of its misguided forelgnup through the brush fence and into the back walls of the
affairs policy, differ from the US stand on the Kyoto pits beyond.

2 i ' - :

Prci;\?col. %Omh A#.Stra“q (;]gnsand rr]n:st gol!t a:oqe. di | wrote to the Minister for Transport in August last year
e can do much just within South Australia. | give credit o cerning this issue, and in answer the acting minister

to the Rann government for some of the steps taken to mo

towards greenhouse gas reduction in terms of biodiesel buses, An examination of crash statistics for the three year period from
Improvements in governmgnt buildings and soon, but mucBOOO to 2003 (inclusive) revealed that no casualty é/rashgs have been
more can be done. Certainly, matters of policy need to bgcorded involving errant vehicles colliding with the properties in
addressed, but it is also going to need money in the budgéte south-east corner of the intersection. Itis acknowledged that there
to promote further subsidies for photovoltaic cells. The usenay have been recent minor property crashes, however Transport SA
of these can reduce the need for fossil fuel-sourced electricit} longer records this type of crash.
production. It will also take money to have some kind of Transport SA no longer records this type of crash? What an
effective sustainability agency which will be able to readilyideal world this government has created for itself and its
monitor and advise on greenhouse gas emissions of houseinisters. If vehicle and property related crashes are no
holds and industry throughout the state. longer recorded by government, this would mean that the
We also need legislation, with financial incentives andncident never happened. If the incident never took place then
even penalties, for our greenhouse gas emissions, and | refiae government does not need to deal with such an incident
to both industry and households. There are many simplas it does not exist. They certainly would not have to examine
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the crash site to make a determination on whether their The first article is headed ‘Lolly Free Zone; Parents
roadway or roundabout was a contributing factor in agroups plan to make supermarket checkouts healthier and
property related vehicle crash. Therefore, the government caantrum free.’ It talks about a report commissioned by an
relinquish any liability by a sweep of its delete pen and makerganisation called the Parents Jury, an internet based group
the incident disappear. campaigning on issues of children’s diet and fitness. This

Does that mean that this Labor government will take ngeport, which was conducted in Victoria by the Centre for
notice of these legitimate concerns until someone is actuallpehavioural Research in Cancer and Diabetes Australia,
killed? Cars have crashed through front fences at an alarmirfgund that all supermarket display foods high in sugar, salt
rate and it is only a matter of time before someone |§:1nd fat at most of their checkouts. Chocolate was the
seriously injured or killed. The minister further stated thatdominant food appearing at 87 per cent of checkouts.
while ‘your constituent's concerns regarding the safety of The reporter, Rebecca Jenkins, went on to investigate the
their property is understandable, any house abutting a bugplicies of two of the major supermarket chains, Coles and
road could potentially be the target of an out of controlWoolworths, and also to speak to parents who have to deal
vehicle’. with all those yummy looking things at the checkout, where
they might be waiting for some time with tired and anxious
. hildren. Coles said that it was testing confectionary-free
every rqad throughout the state. We are not asking for bollar heckouts and healthy eating options at its Caroline Springs
protection along the length of Grenfell or Hancock Roads e iy victoria. Woolworths said that its stores had already
We are asking that practical action to protect life and property,» 4t |east one confectionary-free aisle each. So, there are
at the k“OW.” cras_h sites adjacent to the roundabout b§‘ome initiatives occurring. A parent, Kerren Lockwood, said
undertaken immediately. We are dgmandlng, however, th.ellﬁat her son Jack would reach out for lollies if he saw them
the Labor government stops protecting itself by engaging ins yhe checkout. ‘At his age he sees the wrappers and he
this deceitful illusion that vehicle crashes do not take placg s that it is food. He says ‘yum'. | would much rather use
unless they fit the new categories of vehicle crash mmdent{;n aisle with no confectionery.
devised to adulterate vehicle crash statistics, which were o

' In other work that | have done with parents they talk about

critical to inform the experts on road safety management. Thg, . yitfic ity of dealing with their children at checkouts when
minister also stated that guard railing ‘is only provided when

) ; . verybody is tired, the queues are long, there are attractive
there is a need to protect the motorist from roadside hazar[fﬁingys the);e the kid sta?:ks ona tantrur% the parent does not
such as an open drain or steep embankment.’ ' ’

. really have the space to deal with it effectively, and it
There we have the whole picture. The department onlyacomes a very frustrating experience for all. So, it was
protects street lights from motorists, the minister protect$nieresting to follow through this organisation called the
motorists from open drains and steep embankments, bgiyrents Jury, and | discovered that it is a web-based parents’
neither the minister nor the government wants to ensure th@s,,m which seeks your view on food and activity. It is an
their road treatments are safe enough to protect residents aftiative of Diabetes Australia Victoria, the Cancer Council
their property. Maybe we are looking at this wrongly. If, asof Vjictoria, and the Australian Society for the Study of
stated by the acting minister, ‘Guard railing is only providedppesity. It is a very interesting web site which | commend to
when there is a need to protect the motorist from roadsidg,empers to research themselves, and to also pass on to their
hazards,” maybe we should classify crashing through a fenggnstituents. It is a good way of using scarce resources when
and into someone’s living room as a roadside hazard. But ng, vjctoria-based web site can support people all over
that would not work, these crashes no longer exist, and thgystralia in getting further information about this important
La.bor government hgs mad(—; sure of.that. These crashes #&gye, and also become a strong lobby group to encourage
afigment of my constituents’ imagination. | am sure that theys, nermarkets to recognise the plight that parents experience.
will sleep easier at night knowing that this government ‘tpe other article related to a $6 million project to beat the
resolved the real and present danger to households abuttiggge - A metabolic fitness centre is to be established in
this particular roundabout by using the delete pen, andqejaide, with support from more than 30 experts in nutri-
making sure that these incidents are not recorded as a stalisfig,, exercise science, public health and behavioural research
in the state’s road crashes. Is this open and accountabig,n throughout Australia, to research mental, as well as

Well, no-one is asking the government to install bollards o

government? No, I do not think so. physical, fitness. The chief investigator, Professor Peter
Time expired. Howe, stated that the only way Australia’s health system will
cope with the rising demands of our ageing population is if

CHILDHOOD OBESITY we tackle the issue of diet and exercise. This is also consis-

tent with the state plan, which includes an objective to reduce

MsTHOMPSON (Reynéll): | have spoken several times the percentage of South Australians who are overweight or
in this place about the issue of childhood obesity, and havgbese by 10 per cent within 10 years. | am glad action is
particularly commended the ministers for health and educaeing taken in this important area.
tion on the work that they are doing to engage schools and
parents in healthier eating within the school. | have also
liaised with people in the United Kingdom who are cam-
paigning to have advertising of junk food banned during
children’s television programs. So, | was very pleased to see
today thatThe Advertiser dedicates its whole of page three TREASURER'SREMARKS
to articles relating to food and activity, and the well-being of
both children and adults in our state, and | certainly commend TheHon. DEAN BROWN (Deputy Leader of the
the editors for their decision to give these important issue©pposition): | seek leave to make a personal explanation.
such prominence. Leave granted.




Wednesday 16 February 2005 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 1651

TheHon. DEAN BROWN: Yesterday, the Treasurer and with their conscience and their religious beliefs. There is no
Deputy Premier made a ministerial statement about fundgniversal view, either for or against; it is contentious.
transfers, in which he made an allegation that between 1998 | was a member of that Social Development Committee.
and 2003 the then Department of Human Services had/le heard evidence from a lot of witnesses, including
misappropriated federal monies that were earmarked fdamilies, and | think there were about 3 000 submissions,
housing to other areas. He also made the allegation that it hadany of them extremely distressing in terms of the pain and
been done with my full knowledge. suffering experienced by people who were hopelessly ill, and

The facts are that the federal government has fullythat was conveyed very strongly to the committee. Evidence
investigated and found that there has been no misappropias given by a range of people. | was intrigued by one
ation of funds at all. | point out that, during a ministerial member of the clergy who indicated that pain can be produc-
statement, the member for Unley raised a point of order abotive. | do not share that view. | have always found that people
such disorderly statements. The Treasurer decided not t#ho advocate pain are usually advocating it for someone else.
withdraw those statements. However, | point out that thé he reality is that pain cannot be removed totally for a small
statement made by the Deputy Premier and Treasurer thaercentage of people suffering from terminal illness. The
there had been misappropriation of federal housing funds hasember for Adelaide (the Minister for Education) would
been found by the federal government, which has investigatéthow a lot more about medical topics than I, but | am
the matter, to be a false statement. | draw that information tihformed that probably about 5 per cent of those who have a
the attention of the house, and | ask the Deputy Premier arf@rminal iliness cannot get total pain relief. | guess total relief
Treasurer to apologise and withdraw the accusation that theg@mes with death.
had been misappropriation of housing monies when, in fact, We have had a case here close to home. A former
the investigation conducted by the federal government founBresident of the Legislative Council, the Hon. Gordon Bruce,
that all monies allocated for housing had been spent oflid not have bone cancer, but he had one of those hideous
housing. diseases which resulted in his muscles and flesh degenerating.

| was reminded of this only recently by a former colleague
DIGNITY IN DYING BILL of his who said that when visiting Gordon he would often
plead for someone to relieve him of the agony and the misery

TheHon.R.B. SUCH (Fisher) obtained leave and thathe wasin. He was a wonderful person, and for someone
introduced a bill for an act to provide for the administrationto experience that sort of chronic pain to a point where it
of medical procedures to assist the death of patients who ag@nnot be relieved | think is part of the argument for allowing
hopelessly ill and who have expressed a desire for thpeople to have dignity in dying, as the title of the bill
procedures, subject to appropriate safeguards. Read a figtggests. In fact, | think you can turn the title round and say
time. ‘dignity in living’ too, because there are people who get to the

TheHon. R.B. SUCH: | move: point where not only their pain cannot be treated through
usual palliative care methods but also they have no control
over their bodily functions. They find this extremely degrad-
There is a slight irony in reading this bill a second time,ing and generally are not happy with their situation in life.
because this is the third time that | have introduced into this The people who gave evidence to the Social Development
house a bill which was developed under the instructions of ommittee included some wonderful nuns from the Mary
the Hon. Sandra Kanck in another place. | say that s@otter Hospice. | met a couple of them afterwards, and one
members understand that this bill is identical to the bill thalf them took me by the arm and said, ‘This issue isn't black
was prepared for the Hon. Sandra Kanck in another place, arghd white, you know.’ This was after hearing some of the
I have had a longstanding commitment that | would introducghurch hierarchy give evidence. I think that is a pretty good
the bill here. Members may recall that the Social Developsummary. This issue is not black and white, and | appeal to
ment Committee conducted an inquiry into voluntarymembers not to overlook the small percentage of people who
euthanasia in 1996. | do not think any member here igire hopelessly ill, who have no prospect of getting total pain
advocating compulsory euthanasia, although it could beelief. We cannot just say, ‘It's only a small percentage; let's
tempting to consider that. The report of the Social Developignore them.’ | think that is just taking the easy way out.
ment Committee was laid on the table of the Legislative | suspect from the evidence that was given and alluded to
Council and ordered to be printed on 20 October 1999. Ofhat, in effect, voluntary euthanasia is being practised now.
15 March 2001 | introduced the Dignity in Dying Bill here, Some people say: why formalise it? | think it is important that
and on 26 March 2003 | sought to introduce the same billin a society such as ours we not have those sorts of activities
and | do so again now. happening behind closed doors in a hidden arena; we should

This is an important issue. The choice of voluntarybe open and frank about it. The evidence that the committee
euthanasia is supported by well over 70 per cent of théeard was that it was not uncommon for doctors to increase
population. That figure is based on polling which consistentlypain relief to the point where it killed the person anyway.
shows this sort of support. | respect the views of those wh&eople from some of the churches said that they did not mind
do not accept voluntary euthanasia. Many people—and | havélife support was taken away, that they had no objection to
said this before—in the Catholic and Lutheran faiths inthat. People like me have been accused of playing God, but
particular do not accept it, and that is their absolute right, ag reality through medicine and other techniques we are
itis the right of others who for other reasons may not suppomprolonging people’s lives. There are many people alive today
voluntary euthanasia. However, we need to remember that iwho would have died years ago if it were not for medicine
the Christian faith there are many Christians who do advocatend various techniques. So, | think the argument that people
and accept the concept of voluntary euthanasia, particularigre playing God does not stack up. In fact, if people want to
(but not exclusively) within the Uniting Church. There arecall in the ‘God’ aspect, one could say, ‘God gave people
many people who accept voluntary euthanasia in accordanagelligence and compassion to deal with issues that confront

That this bill be now read a second time.
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us.’ I do not think that using the ‘God’ argument really stackshope has largely receded. The Taliban’s approach in life is
up. to control other people, often women. They do not want them
What we have is a situation that | believe is occurringto be educated or to do this or that. | reject outright that sort
behind closed doors. One could argue (and, once again, tieé control over people’s lives, whether it is men or women.
member for Adelaide would be more knowledgeable thanl) In a society such as ours, which is pluralistic and
that, in a lot of treatments for cancer, the treatment is oftelemocratic, people should have the right to exercise their
the factor that kills the cancer patient. | stand to be correcteBeliefs. As | said before, there are many people within, for
but, from what | hear, some of the chemotherapy techniquesxample, the Uniting Church and other churches who quite
can result in the death of a patient. Obviously, that is not @penly and strongly support the right of voluntary euthanasia.
deliberate outcome but, likewise, when giving pain relief, if It is quite compatible with their understanding, their view of
someone keeps bumping up the dosage and the person diesigion, their view of God and all those things that are central
| guess the argument is then: did they intend to? | think weo their way of life.

can end up playing with words if we are not careful. For those who say, ‘Look, palliative care is here; you do

The bill before the house, I think, highlights the fact thatnot need voluntary euthanasia, | would say that that is not
we are here to represent our community. There are people tuite correct. Palliative care has been fantastic and it has
my community for whom | have great respect and affectiorelped. It has not addressed all the issues; it cannot. It cannot
who do not, and would not, want me to introduce this bill. address all the pain issues and, ultimately, it comes down to
But, on the other hand, most of the people in my electoraténis one fundamental point of allowing people to have
would, and that is what | see as my role—not to seek to béreedom of choice in regard to their life and their own
popular but to do what is in the interests, as | can best judggaligious and personal beliefs. It is not for me or anyone else
them, of my electorate as a whole. | am here to represent theis say, ‘You must suffer in agony. Your life is not yours to
view: | am not here to be Bob Such pushing my view onmake a decision about.’ | find it completely unacceptable that
someone else. we have people trying to deny that freedom of choice.

I ask members to think about it, because | was puzzled | commend this bill to the house. | trust members will
when | came here some years ago and an MP said to me, ‘I'&@pport it and give that freedom of choice to the small
a Catholic MP." | said, ‘No, you're not. Youre an MP Who nymber of people in our community who may wish to avail
is a Catholic. There is a big difference.” That argument wouldhemselves legally, openly and with a clear conscience of the
apply to anyone who said they were Lutheran, Muslim, olppportunity to access these measures to provide dignity in the

whatever. We are not here to be a representative of oufay in which they wish to end their life, and not in misery
church or of the Bob Such fan club, or whatever: we are hergnd suffering which, sadly, is the lot of too many people in

to represent our electorate. | think a lot of people confusgyr society today.
their role and take it upon themselves to seek to impose their
religious, or whatever, views on others. Mr GOLDSWORTHY secured the adjournment of the

| see that as contrary to the thrust of a parliamentaryebate.
democratic system. We are here to represent the views of our
electorate. We obviously cannot represent them all in the THE STANDARD TIME (EASTERN STANDARD
same way: it would be a nonsense, because we have people TIME) AMENDMENT BILL
in our electorates who are for abortion, who are against it and
who support abortion, for example, under certain circum- Adjourned debate on second reading.
stances; and people who support prostitution under certain (Continued from 8 December. Page 1235.)
circumstances and not others. So, we cannot come in here and
say that we are trying to do the right thing for all the people MrsPENFOLD (Flinders): Once again, in my view, we
in our electorate. Itis a nonsense. We have to make a choickave a move to emasculate South Australia by adding it to
and the choice | make is that | think the overwhelmingNew South Wales and Victoria—a move which | think is
majority of people in my electorate believe that, in a situatiorbased on fallacies, ignorance and a lack of self-belief in South
where someone is hopelessly ill and there is no hope, whersustralia as a state. It demotes this state in every possible
they have very serious pain that cannot be treated, theyay, especially in the business domain which fallaciously is
should have the right to die with dignity. used as one of the principal arguments for putting forward

This bill does have safeguards in it. One hears people sathis bill. The fallacies behind the bill and the ignorance of the
‘There will be doctors walking around with big injections mover were highlighted in the immediate negative public
knocking out people.” That is nonsense. It is not allowedresponse to the proposal, and a definite thumbs down for
under the bill. I do not support that sort of approach. | do noshifting South Australia’s time half an hour forward. Many
want to be critical of Philip Nitschke, who has sought reformresponses asked instead for South Australia to be moved to
in this area, but I am coming at it from an angle that emphastrue Central Standard Time; that is, one hour behind the
ises the quality and dignity of life. | regard life as precious,Eastern States. These numerous phone calls and letters came
but there is also an element to it where there has to be dignitirom metropolitan Adelaide to my Port Lincoln office. It

I am sure that members who have pets and care for theseems that many metropolitan members of parliament,
would not want to see their pet suffer, and they would not leespecially on the government benches, are out of touch with
it suffer. Yet we do that very thing to our fellow human their electorates. Proponents of the current time zones said
beings. We say, ‘Look, because of the religious or othethat business wanted it. | believe that is an argument used by
beliefs of some people in our community, we will not allow those who want this state to lose its identity by moving to
you to have control over your life and to make a decisiorEastern Standard Time. A survey conducted by the South
about whether you live or die. We will ensure that you die inAustralian Employers’ Chamber in 1988 of 150 selected
agony, because we don’t want you being able to do what yobusinesses found that only half were in favour of moving to
want.” That, sadly, is the view of the Taliban—which we Eastern Standard Time. Prior to that, a survey conducted in
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1986 brought only an 8 per cent response, 50 per cent of If Kris Hanna is a true ‘Greenie’ he would be advocating that

whom opposed a move to Eastern Standard Time. All thi§outh Australia change to its true time zone which is one hour

- ; i< behind Eastern Standard Time. His proposed bill should be to reverse
p0|r_1ts to a very _smaII _pro_portlon of South Australlast e 1898 decision and revert to our proper time zone, not make the
business community being in favour of Eastern Standardiyation worse.

Time, with the majority opposed to such a move. The advantages would be many. Adelaide would then appear on

If South Australian businesses were so disadvantaged rld charts in its own right and not disappear as an appendage to
the half hour time difference with New South Wa|esganc5m Easter States as it does now.

Victoria, then those businesses would change their workingtan is typical of the people and the comments that place our
hours to fit with Eastern Standard Time. If the argument werdttle piece of the globe firmly in the spotlight on the world
correct in our current situation, then Western Australiarstede, rather than as a dead glow-worm in a forgotten cage.
business should be a basket case, and Queensland, whichSubmissions to a committee in 1995 indicated that a half-
does not even have daylight saving, would also be goinfOur meridian created confusion and was dangerous in
backwards during daylight saving. In fact, Western Australidransportand communication due to the greater possibility of
and Queensland are arguably the two most prosperodiSinterpretation. The various ways of stating the time were
Australian states. Western Australia’s population has grow§!Ven as an example. We usually say ‘half past o'clock’,
by 1 million in about 35 years, while South Australia’s hasWhile others say ‘half after the hour’ or *half on the hour'. In
remained almost stagnant. It seems that there is a small gro@} €mergency it would be easy for someone to misunderstand
of South Australian people who are 100 years behind th¥hat actual time was meant. An interesting side comment
times. They obviously do not talk with this state’s eXporters'occurred in response to the'suggestlon that South Australia
who see an advantage in this state’s moving to a time zorf®@0Ve to Eastern Stan_da(d Time. Itwas that the_z eastern states
more compatible with Japan, Korea and China. The Chie%hould move to come in line with our time, tha_t is, move their
argument used in 1898 in favour of adopting this state’dime back half an hour, the reverse ofv_vhat this bill proposes.
current time zone related to communications. Communica- L€t us look for a moment at the set times we currently use.

tions have changed dramatically in the 107 years since th&@Stern standard time is already in the Tasman Sea off the
debate. east coast of Australia; what is called Central Standard Time,

which South Australia and the Northern Territory use, runs

Never theless, even as long agoas .that, doubt was cast ﬂﬂough Warrnambool in Victoria; while Western Australia’s
the validity of the argument—again, using Western Australiay " ns” through about the centre of that state. Western
The Hon. AW, Sanford said the business people of th ustralia has only one time zone, there being no such thing

eastern colonies obtained an advantage over those in So%{ a second central Western Australian time as mentioned by
Australia because they received their telegrams from Westeliﬂe member for Mitchell when speaking to this bill. Maybe

Australia and their cables one hour earlier. To which the Hon[ . . . .

X . he honourable member imagined he was in Brigadoon, the
G. McGregor replied that the speaker had obviously forgotte@abled Scottish town that comges to life once a yegr in its own
that Western Australians were not about until two hours af'[e{ime zone. Perhaps it is used in the Hutt River Province. A

the inhabitants O.f the eastem cqlonies. Toan interjection th%tall to almost anyone in Western Australia will quickly verify
Western Australia handed in their telegrams the night befor hat Western Australia has only one official time zone. The

Mr McGregor retorted that this meant South Australians ha nly confusion appears to come from the honourable member

ﬁgvgogrj\slaﬁ:\gmf?gri I?héh?jaevser(l)lpgﬁol\rls\e/vccg drgrg%rgﬁ?rmrj r Mitchell, who opposed the bill. Doubtless, the honourable
Y ember has come across the unofficial border time used

: - Igtlong the Eyre Highway from Border Village to Kingoonya.
relic of the past. Remember the telegrams at weddings; wh e 90-minute time difference between South Australia and

?'gumeéns?%sa![afﬁéen‘ig\gi? tilfe g;%mlgrgﬁgé?;g?giﬁ r:?(";le\lestern Australia is broken into two 45-minute increments
99 jorly of peop E‘or the benefit of those who travel along this route. During

know w_hatatelegram Is, itis 50 outdated. ) ) daylight saving the two increments would be 75 minutes
Mobile phones, text messages and emails are just thregch.

examples of the latest technology that allows immediate mMr Hanna: So you do know about it.
communication anywhere in the world at any hour of the day  \jrs PENFOL D: Itis very unofficial, though. The small
or night, regardless of the clock time. Emails and textyractical application of ime management again points to the
messages are a regular feature of business and privaiged for South Australia to be on true Central Standard Time.
communications. They can be sent at any time, and they sif return to Australian time zones, add in daylight saving and
on the computer or the phone until the receiver chooses t@ere are no less than five time zones across Australia—small
open them at a time to suit him or herself. Anything of graveyonder that aviators and seafarers push for a change to true
importance can be communicated immediately. We can sitigcentral Standard Time as a safety measure. One of the
our lounges and watch events such as the tragedy of thgguments put forward for South Australia to move to Eastern
tsunami as they unfold. We live in a different world from that standard Time is that countries covering similar or greater
of 1898 yet, according to the proponents of this bill, nothinggegrees of longitude have only one time zone. If Australia
has changed in the business world in the past 100 years or §gad one time zone then realistically it would be true central
Businesses which believe they must move to Easteratandard time, that is, one half-hour behind South Australia’s
Standard Time to improve their businesses but whictturrent time. Rex Jory commented in Bidvertiser column
nevertheless do not change their business operating hours by 5 August 2004 that the whole of China has only one time
30 minutes to support their argument negate their owrzone, but he did not suggest that Australia might do the same,
spurious case. They should be advised of the advances mor add the $64 question of what that time zone should be if
technology as they apply to communications. Stan WebsteSouth Australia went to one time zone.
of Henley Beach, in a letter fthe Advertiser on 9 December Try to imagine Western Australia on Eastern Standard
2004 wrote: Time. Currently, 9.30 a.m. in Perth is 12.30 p.m. in Sydney
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during daylight saving. The Chinese Embassy in Canberradiculous argument. As the member for Flinders has
said its time zone is eight hours ahead of Greenwich Timeadequately covered, the availability of communication
so it is the same as in Western Australia. China is set ttechnology in the form of emails, conference calls and so on
eventually overtake the United States of America as theneans that you can communicate and operate businesses
largest economy in the world. Therefore, perhaps we shoulthroughout various time zones. You only have to look at the
look at adopting Western Australian time for the whole ofexporters in South Australia who adjust their operations to
South Australia. The embassy spokesman also said China hedmmunicate with Europe, America or wherever during their
tried daylight saving and had abandoned it as irrelevant fobusiness day.

most of the country, and confusing. | just cannot see how anybody with commonsense can say

The debate that this state must align itself with the Newthat we should be shifting to this eastern time zone. As the
South Wales and Victorian time zone is fallacious. Note thamember for Flinders has said, it would put the longitude over
| say aligning with New South Wales and Victoria rather tharwhich we would take our time out in the Tasman Sea. If you
the eastern states. To talk about Eastern Standard Time istimnk of those people on the West Coast of South Australia,
itself a fallacy, because Queensland does not have daylighhd particularly schoolchildren who are getting up in the
saving. This rather subtle point came out in Rex Jory’anorning to catch buses, it would put them another half an
article. This in itself destroys the fallacy that the same clockour earlier, which means they would be getting up in the
time is essential for business. If the arguments put forwardark to catch buses that travel long distances. Sunlight would
for changing South Australian time were valid, then surelyprobably last until 10 o’clock at night. There is no valid
Queensland would have adopted daylight saving at the sameason for this—none whatsoever. There is valid reason for
time as New South Wales and Victoria took on the practiceCentral Standard Time to be adopted here which, as the

Time expired. member for Flinders has said, then places us in that hourly

time zone which aligns with just about every other country

TheHon. M.R. BUCKBY (Light): | rise to say a few in the world. I think, and | stand to be corrected, that there are
words on this bill and express my opposition to it. | think theonly four countries in the world that operate on a half-hour
member for Mitchell usually has some pretty good ideas, an@imeslot instead of the one-hour time difference between the
| respect those ideas on many occasions, but this is one thighgitudinal times. That is what we should be following,
| cannot support. Many people in the business community—because this half-hour is just nonsensical.
particularly in the television and media world—would wish M s Breuer: Yes; but Tony Delroy’s quiz would be half
to have Eastern Standard Time so that they do not have #n hour earlier still. There would still be another half an hour
delay their telecasts of various programs such as the news lgy Tony Delroy’s quiz at night. It would be terrible.
half an hour for the sake of South Australia. So, itisnota TheHon. M.R. BUCKBY: The member for Giles raises
matter of whether there are any practical purposes for this: ome interesting points, but the fact is that business can be
is just that it suits them better to do that. | am sure theconducted without any trouble with a half-hour time differ-
member for Mitchell is not suggesting that South Australianence. | am sure that no business has been lost between South
businesses miss out on business because of the half-hoalistralia and the eastern states because we operate in the
difference between Eastern Standard Time and the time undgie zone that we do. That is just a spurious argument,
which South Australia operates because, if he was suggestipgthout any doubt at all, and | believe that we should either
that, as the member for Flinders has just said, if you extengtick to the time zone we have now or go to a central time
that argument when daylight saving is in operation, it meangone which places us one hour apart and within the world
that, whatever business might have occurred between Netimeframe of accepted time zones. As | said, there is no
South Wales and Victoria and Queensland, for instanceargument for Eastern Standard Time even though business
Queensland would miss out on business because that stafigd some sections of the media raise this, and | do not believe
does not have daylight saving and, of course, it then ends Upwould suit the residents of South Australia or advantage the
an hour behind the eastern states and half an hour behipgsidents of South Australia one iota.

South Australia.

So, this argument that South Australia must change to Mr BRINDAL (Unley): | similarly commend the
Eastern Standard Time because it is going to enhanaeembers for Flinders and Light for their erudite contributions
business is a furphy. As the member for Flinders also saidind say that it disappoints me that | should find myself in a
if businesses are so desperate that they believe it is imperatidéferent position from the member for Mitchell because,
that they have that half an hour, all they have to do is get immore often than not, | am compelled by his logic. One point
at 8.30 in the morning and they are then operating at the sanrm®t quite covered by the member for Flinders is that, prior to
time as Eastern Standard Time. That has been my argumdp¢deration, South Australia was on Central Standard Time.
on this topic for years. If it is so imperative that you startlt shifted forward to what is our current time zone because
operating at 9 o’clock Eastern Standard Time, get into théhere was an agreement with the eastern states that the eastern
office at 8.30 a.m. Many people do exactly that, so this is jusstates would, on Federation, shift back half an hour so there
a ridiculous argument. would be a common time zone. South Australia dislocated its

Across the United States of America, as you would bdime zone in pledge and good faith on an agreement which
aware, Madam Acting Speaker, when you look at the distanceas then reneged on by our eastern neighbours—somewhat
from the east coast to the west coast, it is very similar taedolent of a railway line that we built only recently where
Australia. Four time zones operate across the United Statetfie same group of ne’er-do-wells reneged on an agreement
each of those is one hour apart. The suggestion in this bill iwith South Australia.
that we cannot operate business successfully because of thisMy point is simply this (and | think it is a point with
half-hour time lag. | would say that if you extend that which all members on this side would concur): time is not,
argument that means that Chicago cannot talk to New Yorkas we understand it on a world scale, generally set by
and Los Angeles cannot talk to them either; that is just goliticians. Time is generally determined by God and the
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longitude that we happen to find ourselves on. We havactually need milking, | am told, when the sun gets up, and
arbitrarily and artificially shifted our time zone so that it is that is independent of what the clock says.
actually concurrent with the sun’s position in Warrnambool, | commend the member for Flinders and the member for
whereas it should be concurrent with the sun’s position irLight for their international vision. There are about three
Elliston—Elliston being about the mid-point in South places in the world that have a time zone difference of half
Australia. What that means—and | do have some experiencan hour and the other two are third world places. Now,
because | taught at Cook for three years, and the member fperhaps we think we are a third world place and we want to
Flinders will know, because she has particular problems witlkeep ourselves a third world place, but | would like to think
the Far West— that we are a first world place and should go to our natural
Mrs Geraghty interjecting: God given time zone, which is central standard time. The
Mr BRINDAL: The member interjects—and she member for Flinders, supported by the member for Light, has
represents a good seat within the capital city—to saydequately demonstrated that to be in a time zone absolutely
basically that there is nothing except the capital city in Soutttoncurrent—
Australia. | find that a shocking interjection. MsBreuer: How is our time zone God given? What is
MrsGERAGHTY: | rise on a point of order. The your logic?
member for Unley has absolutely fabricated and misrepre- Mr BRINDAL : It depends whether you think that the sun
sented what | said and | ask him to withdraw it. That is notwas created by God. | will correct that for the atheists here.
what | said, and he knows it. He is a scallywag. Sun given; the sun determines the day as the moon deter-
Mr BRINDAL: I love being called a scallywag but, in mines the night, the rotation of the earth. Those things are
view of the fact that the member feels | misrepresented heimmutable. And | have some news for the member (because
although that is what | thought | heard her say, if | misrepreshe is loyal to her party): even the Premier of South Australia
sented her, | absolutely apologise and withdraw; and, yes,dannot change the rotation of the earth, the rising of the sun,
will use some cotton balls on my ears tonight. Getting baclor the setting of the moon.
to the serious substance of the debate, given the geographic Members interjecting:
spread of South Australia, its correct time zone should TheACTING SPEAKER (MsM.G. Thompson):
actually be fixed on Elliston. | acknowledge that the popula-Order!
tion is not dispersed around Elliston but, with our time zone  Mr BRINDAL: Now we get to it! Labor members are
presently fixed upon Warrnambool, | point out to honourabldocked into that world where a previous Labor premier went
members that neither is the population of South Australi@own to the beach and commanded the waves to be still. They
domiciled around Warrnambool. have still got the doctrinal belief that the Labor caucus can
What happens in the west (in Ceduna and Elliston, andrder the sun and the moon. What about—
those places) is that, effectively, they have at least half an The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The member for Unley
hour daylight saving all year—not only in summer but in previously begged that | do not allow him to be distracted. |
winter as well—because of the shift in the time zone. Wherask him to return to the subject of the motion.
we move to daylight saving (and just ask the member for Mr BRINDAL: | will, because | was just contemplating
Flinders or Giles how some of their electors scream abouhe stars falling from the sky at the behest of the Premier, and
daylight saving) and artificially add the hour that we have forthat goes a little too far. The points made by my colleagues are
daylight saving—which I think, generally, is a good thing— correct. To put ourselves in our rightful time zone, central
you are imposing a one and a half hour time change on thg&tandard time, is to put ourselves in a position of advantage,
west coast. So, at the end of daylight saving in places likéthink, in the national business economy. As everyone has
Ceduna it is barely light when the kids are going to schoolsaid, the world is a place of opportunity and to be in
The member for Flinders is quite sensibly proposing that ifAdelaide, to be able to go in at 8 a.m. and communicate with

we shift to a central standard time— the eastern seaboard and to be able to stay until 6 p.m. and be
MsBreuer: It doesn't hurt the kids in England; no kid in communication with the west, puts us in a very good
ever died of daylight saving. position vis-a-vis wages, conditions and pay for acting as a

Mr BRINDAL: | did not say they did, the member central office location for the whole of the nation. We are
misrepresents me. They do not muck around with their time¢hen in a time zone concurrent with most of Indonesia, with
zones in the UK, despite— Korea—

MsBreuer: It is still dark when they go to school and Mr HANNA: | rise on a point of order. The member for
dark when they come home, and none of them ever died dinley seems to be speaking in favour of the bill moved by the
that! member for Flinders. Strictly speaking, he is not speaking

Mr BRINDAL: That proves what the member knows, against the bill | moved, which is the topic we are debating.
because if you go to Scotland in summer it never quite gets Mr BRINDAL : That is most interesting, because | do not
dark and you can drive around looking at the view at 1lunderstand how the house can entertain two bills which are
o’clock at night. The problem they have is getting their kidsopposing propositions.
to go bed, because it is bright as day. Then there is the Mr Hanna: Why don'’t you take a point of order, you do
problem in winter that the sun rises at around 11.30 a.mwith everything else!
when they are half way through the school day and sets at Mr BRINDAL: | did not think of that. Two bills which
about 2 p.m. before they go home. are opposing propositions on the same question. While |

Do not let me be distracted. If we shifted to centralgenerally admire the stance taken by the member for Mitchell
standard time the people on the west coast would be muam many things I think he is totally wrong on this. He is ill-
better treated when we go to daylight saving every summer—informed. He should consider his own position and, | suggest,
instead of having one and a half to two hours dislocation ofiote against his own bill and later on in tiNetice Paper,
their time they would just have the hour that the rest of usvhen the member for Flinders’ eminently sensible suggestion
have. It would be much more tolerable to them. Cowss brought forward, | suggest he vote for that.



1656 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Wednesday 16 February 2005

Mr GOLDSWORTHY (Kavd): | have pleasure in rising hours in front of Western Australia, because | understand that
to speak to the proposition before the house. In supporting ththe west does not have daylight saving.
comments from the member for Unley, | believe the member Mrs Geraghty: Thank goodness for email.

for Mitchell is a deep thinking, serious and intelligent person. vy GOLDSWORTHY: The member for Torrens raises
He is not a person who brings matters before the house i”é‘very good point, and that is actually my next point of
flippant or irrelevant manner and | believe he brings thisyiscyssion. There is no necessity to change our time zones
matter before us in good faith. Unfortunately, | will be \yhatsoever, because we have very modern methods of
opposing this particular proposition. communication. We do not have to pick up the telephone at
An honourable member interjecting: a certain time of the day to communicate with our colleagues,

Mr GOLDSWORTHY: 1 will try to be brief with my oy husiness contacts, or whoever we want to deal with in the
comments, but sometimes members opposite take me Qfhst west or whatever, because we have other means of

down different tracks and make me digress from the pointg,mmunication. We all should know how to use email now.
that I endeavour to make. However, | will do my best to sticks eople are in business and they do not know how to use
to the. issue at hand. This issue has peen debated for decadg ctronic mail, | strongly suggest that they take themselves
The time zones created for the nation go back centuries to a computer training course and learn how to do that.
when the nation was first colonised and the interior of thq:)eople do business at midnight or 2 o'clock in the morning
country became inhabited, and there was a need to establiﬁrt‘hey are insomniacs. They can type up messages, send them
time zones. As the member for Unley pointed out, and | diqprough, and people open their email when it suits them. They
not know this historical fact— can also use fax machines; if they cannot use a computer they
Mr Brindal: | am older than you. can hand write a note and fax it through. It is not terribly
Mr GOLDSWORTHY: Yes, you are a lot older than me, jfficyit to fax and say, ‘Can you please ring me at such and
but we will not debate that this afternoon. South Australiag,ch 3 time?’ So, communication is not reliant on telephones.
made an agreement with the eastern states that it would hayg one stage it was, but not any more. So, the member for

its time zone half an hour later than the eastern states, W'tﬁ)rrens raised a good point, and that was an issue that | was
a view that in time the eastern states would adopt the Centr?bmg to cover. '

Standard Time zone as their own. However, that did no
occur. The debate on this issue, | would imagine, has gone
since the establishment of the time zones in the country.

| can understand the issue raised by the member for
Sinders. I worked in Ceduna for a couple of years, and |
s . X lieve that daylight saving is not necessary on the West
Uvz\;?e?r?dAtrc:tegf ?rllsglnf;t)tll?rﬁszrgnzfdiﬁai?rar:g’zgﬁgtsracl’cgjr oast. Daylight saving is a good initiative here in South
when dai light savin Fi)s instituted gand it?s implemented o fustralia. Obviously, it gives people more time to carry out
. ylight saving ! > IMp Their activities during daylight hours after they have finished
different dates in different states, and that is when a lot of th ork for the day. However, on Eyre Peninsula, because it is
confusion comes in. everal hundred kilometres to the west of the major populated

: : s
| recall clgarly the member for Napier making a speech rea of the state, people are exposed to longer daylight time
during the grievance debate at the end of last year, towards - evening. | recall quite clearly that, in the middle of

g]ne der?g gfett?aettla?ftstsr?)?ws'loni2?‘2(1)\:&\,:%? ?r?eourrosuons]gizctﬁ tmmer when daylight saving was in operation, it would not
gl prop et dark at Ceduna until almost half past nine or quarter to ten

member for Mitchell is putting forward today. The memberétnight. That makes it very difficult for families with young

I)(Lrsi':gs;erjo alreg#] rréeOTJtthW:uSSt?;isaegng?t dﬁ#fcﬁl? ?()S};;ndom ildren to settle. | know myself that you do not look to have
peop youltan evening meal until nightfall.

their business with companies and the like in the eastern __ .
states. The member for Napier was a very successful 1ime expired.
businessman, | understand. However, | too, have had some
involvement in the business world, not owning my own Mr KOUTSANTONIS (West Torrens): | understand the
business, but | worked for a large corporation and | think thafember for Mitchell's push—
I have covered that adequately in previous contributions to  Mr Hanna: At least you understand.
the house. | worked for a large corporation for 22 years, and Mr KOUTSANTONIS: | understand it. | do not think it
| had the need to communicate with accompanying officerias much to do with emails and using the telephone. How-
in the eastern states on a regular basis. | knew that 8.30 Soughier, there are some advantages to being on Central Standard
Australian time and it was 9 o’clock in New South Wales andTime, some of which are involved with the stock market.
Victoria. Likewise, if it was 5 o’clock in South Australia it South Australian investors are fortunate that the stock market
was 5.30 in Victoria, New South Wales and Queensland, andpens here at 10 o’clock rather than at 9.30, as it does on the
so you worked to that. It was not difficult. east coast, and closes a little later. | understand that the
I will admit that it was difficult when South Australia was advantage for South Australians who are investing on the
on Central Summer Time, when daylight saving wasstock market is that they have more time to gather informa-
implemented; it meant that Western Australia was 2% hourson; they have half an hour or even an hour longer than our
behind South Australia. If | had to contact the west for someeastern states counterparts to do research into what stocks
reason it would be 11 o’clock, because at the company wherghould and should not be moving. This bill has had a bit of
| worked we started work at 8.30 in the morning. We wouldpublicity. | understand it was discussed on the Leon Byner
have to wait until 11 o’clock our time to ring the west to be show on radio, as well as the ABC, with the members for
able to get anybody at work. | admit that that was a problemiNapier and Mitchell advocating a change to Eastern Standard
but if we turn the clock even a half hour further forward, asTime. From my cursory talks with investors, | know they are
the member for Mitchell is proposing, that would mean thatnot necessarily opposed to the change, but they do not see
in summer when daylight saving comes into South Australidghat there would be much benefit, either. In fact, they might
we would have to wait until 11.30, and it would put us threesee it as a bit of a disadvantage.



Wednesday 16 February 2005 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 1657

Apart from minor banking problems for people working fact, as the member for Mitchell pointed out, for one period
in banks and the way in which they operate across thef time we had our own time line through Oodnadatta, and
country, especially in Western Australia, where the bankshat put us exactly one hour out from Victoria and New South
open 2% hours later than they do here, generally, people whivales. Likewise, it will bring us closer to Western Australia
are involved in different time zones just get accustomed tdy being one hour out. | think we could look closer to
them. | understand that people who work in the Bank ofWestern Australia. Sometimes they feel a little isolated, so
Chicago in the CBD start work at 1 a.m., because that is whewhy should we not be aligned a little closer to them?
the European markets open. | believe this bill has some merit, It has also been pointed out in this debate that it gives us
but do not think there are overwhelming arguments why wehree very clear, distinct time zones: Eastern Standard Time,
should move to Eastern Standard Time. | think SouttCentral Standard Time and Western time. That is pretty good
Australians function quite well on Central Standard Time for a continent the size of Australia. | think, from memory,
and there are some advantages for us in our stock mark@inerica has five time zones, and they seem to get on well.
opening a little later. | cannot see any reason why we shoulth fact, | think they are still leading the world economically.
do this, although it is a good attempt by the member foHowever, | would never want to try the situation that applies
Mitchell to try to put us on a par with the eastern states. in China where there is one time zone. It must be fascinating

| also think that the eastern states have some disadvantag-see how that works.
es by being ahead of us in the time zone. | cannot see any real So, | do not agree with this measure. The member for
need for this change. It is something that would probably bélinders had a lot more to say in her contribution. She had
expensive to implement. It would take a lot of getting usechoped to go into greater detail identifying the problems with
to, especially with daylight saving. | can understand how welaylight saving currently experienced by school teachers,
would be thrown off a couple of hours in relation to Westernparents and children and similar problems with a variety of
Australia, but | can see no real advantage to this. He magther issues as diverse as the collection of weather informa-
have already done so, but | ask the member for Mitchell taion and our connection with the rest of the world as well as
speak to the major stockbroking houses in South Australia tiith our close neighbour, Western Australia. The member for
see what their views are, especially the Stock ExchangElinders had hoped to bring to the attention of the house a
(ASX). I think the member might find that their views might letter to the Editor oThe Advertiser of November 2000 from
be sympathetic, but | also think they might like a bit moreMara Milne of Blackwood. On behalf of the member for
research done on the benefits for their stock market work. Flinders, | will highlight this letter, which states:

The pleas for introduction of Eastern Standard Time to benefit

Mr MEIER (Goyder): | also oppose this bill. It is so-called business people clearly illustrate why our state is economi-
something that has come before this parliament—or hasally lagging. Our business people lack acumen and versatility.

certainly been suggested in South Australia—on manyeople with vision know that Sydney is not the world and efficiently

; ; Sl djust their business hours to suit, just as competent business people
occasions. | remember back in the 1980s when | think it Wago when dealing internationally. Perhaps someone should tell these

the leader of my own party— businessmen in Adelaide that Tokyo is larger than Sydney and that
Mr Hanna: Did you say the 1890s? people do business with Tokyo which is nearer the correcttime than

Mr MEIER: No. | mean when | was in this parliament; Adelaide is. o
I have been around a while but not quite that long. | put out The poor souls should also be told that Perth is thriving

A | to b blished i | Economically despite being two hours behind Sydney in time. Perth
a very strong release 1o be published in my OWn l0Catiearly has efficient business people which is the reason for their

newspaper. | think the newspaper went a bit further. It stategrosperity. A visionary and practical business community would be
that for South Australia’s sake the change cannot and shouldbbying for a one-hour difference between Sydney and Adelaide,
not occur and that we as a state were off our time median &'d Adelaide and Perth, instead of advertising its inadequacy.
it was—that we were already half an hour off kilter—and tol think that summarises the feeling of many people in South
take it further out of kilter did not make any sense at all. |Australia that we can adapt our businesses appropriately—we
hold to that position very clearly. | will never forget when have for so long—and that the time difference will not make
some years ago it was suggested for the first time thainy real difference to whether or not your business is going
daylight saving be extended for two weeks to accommodati® run efficiently.
the Festival of Arts. The parliament had to ratify that Our current time zone runs near Warrnambool in Victoria.
extension, and | decided not only to support that move buthave always used the town of Portland, but research also
also to speak to the motion extending daylight saving for twandicates Warrnambool. | must have a careful look at a map
weeks for that year only. | received a plethora of abusiveagain soon. However, it is not in our state, which makes it a
letters from not only my own electorate but particularly from bit ridiculous. Why should we go even further towards the
the west coast and beyond, condemning me for having agre@hstern States? | do not support the bill.
to a two week extension of daylight saving. | learnt a very
significant lesson from that. Subsequently, the member for Mr HANNA (Mitchell): The debate has been somewhat
Flinders, as well as many other members, including myselfieminiscent of what happened in the 1890s and, with the
have highlighted that there are real problems once daylighegxception of the member for Flinders’ contribution, | am not
saving comes into operation on our current time system. sure that the standard has improved in over 100 years.
If we change to Eastern Standard Time, we would havélowever, the arguments are much the same. In the 1890s, it
the equivalent of half an hour daylight saving all year roundwas the business community which promoted the idea that we
If we went for daylight saving, then, of course, we would should be closer to the Eastern States time zone, and again it
have the better part of an hour and a half. In fact, some people Business SA (formerly the chamber of employers) in South
would argue that we would have the better part of two hoursAustralia that promotes the idea today.
When we get to it, | will certainly argue in favour of true | can understand the Labor government disregarding the
Central Standard Time, because this is not just a step in th@oint of view of Business SA, but | am quite surprised that
right direction, it should have happened many years ago. Ithe Liberal Party members are not listening to one of their
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core constituencies. | think the Liberal Party has lost itsot know that he had an interest in speaking in relation to this
way—I am not sure if it knows who its core constituenciesbill. With the indulgence of the house, | would ask the
are any more—but | respect the fact that the member fomember to take his place and make his remarks.

Flinders is sincere and passionate in her objection to this

proposition. The arguments have been canvassed; | do not Mr MEIER (Goyder): Mr Acting Speaker, | want to
think there is anything | particularly need to rebut in this finalthank you very sincerely: itis appreciated. | apologise for not

contribution. So, let the matter be put. having been in my place at the time when | should have been
Second reading negatived. there ready to receive the call. | would also like to thank the
member for Flinders for agreeing to allow her colleague to
THE STANDARD TIME (TRUE CENTRAL speak. | certainly support this bill. This is something that |
STANDARD TIME) AMENDMENT BILL think will show that South Australia is once again seeking to

lead the nation, because we do not want to be tied to the

Adjourned debate on second reading. eastern states. We are the central state, and we have promoted
(Continued from 9 February. Page 1441.) that in past times. We have shown that we can be one of the

best (if not the best) states in so many ways. Certainly, our

Mr HANNA (Mitchell): We have just been debating The living style and our quality of life is as good as, if not better
Standard Time (Eastern Standard Time) Amendment Billthan, the rest. We are also aligned time wise with the
which | introduced, which was to bring South Australian timeNorthern Territory, and | am sure that the Northern Territory
in line with the eastern states. Itis true that it would create gould be very pleased to follow on with the half hour time
meridian upon which our time zone was based a considerablariation to come to true Central Standard Time.
way to the east of Adelaide. This measure, The Standard One of the most annoying things, if one is seeking to align
Time (True Central Standard Time) Amendment Bill, dragsoverseas time (and | think most people these days would
the time zone back the other way, so that there would be grobably know of people travelling overseas or have ac-
one-hour interval between the time zones for Westerguaintances overseas), is trying to work out what time it is.
Australia on the one hand and the eastern states on the othEiere is certainly Sydney time, which is aligned exactly, and
hand. there is Western Australian time, but we do not have the half

We are not talking about true Central Standard Time fohour difference. It is extremely annoying when one has to
Adelaide, of course. The member for Flinders in thisthink, ‘Hang on, do | add or subtract half an hour, and what
legislation bases our time zone on a line running roughlys the exact time there?’ More importantly, when businesses
through the middle of the state, more or less through Pordre dealing with Asian countries and our other neighbours to
Lincoln and Oodnadatta—in the vicinity. It means thatthe north, it will make the process simpler.
Adelaide would, essentially, be a quarter of an hour ahead of However, probably most importantly, it will bring our
the artificial centre of the time zone put forward by the bill time clock onto the right sequence. The situation where we
as opposed to being quarter of an hour behind the time zongerhaps have the sun rising and setting a fraction earlier will
that presently applies by virtue of the current legislation. not occur. We will be on our true time. Surely that is

| am put in an interesting position whereby the parliamensomething that everyone here should welcome and promote.
is clearly against moving our time zone to coincide with thePeople should recognise that it will be to the benefit of South
states to the east of South Australia. However, | do segustralia and Australia as a whole. | guess that, with our
considerable merit in a time zone that is a whole integemodern technology, the ability to communicate is much
different from other time zones rather than being merely haléasier than it was 10 years ago, and certainly a lot easier than
an hour apart. So, | will have to give very careful consider-t was 20 or 50 years ago. That is not the problem.
ation to this proposal. We have just canvassed this day, as | We see this where delayed telecasts on television can be
said, a whole range of debates pertinent to time zones, and $pot on to within split seconds. This also happens with radio
relation to the eastern standard time zone amendment bilhrograms. The ABC’s night-time program is synchronised to
which | put forward, so | see no reason to delay a decisiotthe different time zones. | know | was caught out when they
with respect to this proposal. asked interested people to ring if they wanted to speak to so

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Koutsantonis): If the  and so. | rang to find that that person had left the studio a half
member for Flinders speaks she closes the debate. Tla@ hour before. We were receiving it direct at that time, so
member for Flinders. they had synchronised it with our time zone, but most times

we are synchronised to our own time. Anyone who listens to

MrsPENFOLD (Flinders): | want to thank the member  Tony Delroy would appreciate the time zone differences and
for Mitchell for seeing merit in having the one hour differ- that, if people want to participate in the quiz program, they
ence. | hope that perhaps the debate will go forward and thafould need to ring a half an hour beforehand.
at some later date, we might be able to see that change, To make it an hour difference would not be a problem one
because | think there is a considerable amount of support fefay or the other. | compliment the member for Flinders. |

it. S think she said a lot in her second reading contribution to
Mr Meier interjecting: explain the attributes of this proposal. It is one which |
MrsPENFOLD: No-one was standing up. believe South Australia will adopt in due course. | have a

Mr Meier: This happened last time, too. It is very hard suspicion that the member may not have convinced govern-
when you are trying to do two or three things. | had veryment members on this occasion. It is a pity that we do not
much wanted to speak to this bill. have a forward looking government. It is a pity that we do not

The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! | understand that the have a government that seizes the initiative and looks to the
member for Goyder is carrying a very heavy burden, indeeduture to ensure that we stay ahead. This is an opportunity
being the only person in the house. | invited the member fowhich presents itself in that respect. | guess there is still time,
Flinders to speak. | apologise to the member for Goyder: | digéven though it is a matter of minutes now, for the government
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to reconsider its position and support the member foPaul Scott of Wattle Park states:

Flinders, for whom | know they have a lot of time and  The fact is that our state lies considerably west of the Eastern

respect. States and our time should reflect this. If certain businesses find this
In fact, | think that was shown very clearly during the detrimental, there is no reason why they can't adjust their own

recent tragedies on Eyre Peninsula when the work of th{>rking hours. This woulld have the added advantage of helping to

A eviate traffic congestion.
member for Flinders was acknowledged by governmené) ter Stocki EEd'thb h said-
members. | think all members on both sides of the housé €M St0cking of Edithburgh said:

realise what an important member she is to this house. | ! am sure that the editor and Peter Vaugharare in the same
support the bill class of business that they need to go .easthe attitude of the

- L editor and Peter Vaughan to the rural areas of South Australia is what
The Hon. J.W. Weatherill interjecting: we have all known for a long time—South Australia stops at Gepps
Cross. If that is all the two can offer [South Australia] then it is no

Mr SNELLING (Playford): The minister interjects, wonderwhy we are in a mess. Tohell with timing to the east—go

‘Don’t not let your sun go down on me, which might be the central and get the east to wait for us!
theme song for this debate. | will speak very briefly againsMy sentiments exactly, Mr Stocking. | therefore urge all of
this bill. | notice that the meridian at which the member for South Australia, and particularly at this time the members of
Flinders wants to set the state’s time passes smack batlye house, to have pride in our state, to acknowledge our
through the middle of her electorate. | applaud her for heachievements, to have confidence in our ability, to be leaders
obvious pride in her electorate, but | do not see how settingot followers, and let us have true Central Standard Time. |
our clocks back half an hour will achieve terribly much, apartsupport the bill.
from causing a fair amount of confusion and disruption. Ido  The house divided on the second reading:

applaud the member for Flinders for her obvious devotion to AYES (12)
her electorate. There may come a time when she also Brindal, M. K. Buckby, M. R.
introduces a private member’s bill to move the capital of Chapman, V. A Gunn, G. M.

South Australia to Port Lincoln, but I do not think we will be

Hamilton-Smith, M. L. J. Matthew, W. A.

going down that path either. Without wanting to hold up the McFetridge, D. Meier, E. J.
house any longer, | indicate that the government will be Penfold, E. M. (teller) Redmond, I. M.
opposing the bill. Scalzi, G. Venning, I. H.
NOES (34)

TheHon. M.R. BUCKBY (Light): | support the member Atkinson, M. J. Bedford, F. E.
for Flinders. | put forward some arguments when debating a Breuer, L. R. Brokenshire, R. L.
previous bill about Eastern Standard Time earlier this Brown, D. C. Caica, P.
afternoon. If my memory is correct, | believe that South Ciccarello, V. Conlon, P. F.
Australia is only one of four places around the world which Evans, I. F. Foley, K. O.
operates on a half hour time zone. As | said earlier, the Geraghty, R. K. (teller)  Goldsworthy, R. M.
United States has four different time zones, each one an hour  Hall, J. L. Hanna, K.
apart, and business operates perfectly well in the United Hill, J. D. Kerin, R. G.
States, from what | understand. If South Australia changed Key, S. W. Kotz, D. C.
to Central Standard Time and if my memory is correct, we Koutsantonis, T. Lomax-Smith, J. D.
would be on the same time zone as Tokyo, which places us Maywald, K. A. McEwen, R. J.
in the same time zone as Japan and Hong Kong, and the  O’Brien, M. F. Rankine, J. M.
longitudinal meridian in which we would operate would be Rann, M. D. Rau, J. R.
in this state instead of Victoria and New South Wales. | Snelling, J. J. Stevens, L.
commend the member for Flinders for bringing this bill Such, R. B. Thompson, M. G.
before the house. It is something which | have supported for Weatherill, J. W. White, P. L.
a long time, both in the party room and privately, and | Williams, M. R. Wright, M. J.

sincerely hope it gets through. Majority of 22 for the noes.

MrsPENFOLD (Flinders): Once again, | thank the Second reading thus negatived.

member for Mitchell for seeing the merit in perhaps having  The SPEAK ER: Without reflecting on the division result,
true Central Standard Time and hope he will considej place on record my own views containing material not

supporting it, as I hope others will—although maybe not thisyroyided by other honourable members as | believe ought to
time but in the future. I will refer to some comments of which o placed on the record at this time. Were we to align

Mr Vaughan and Business SA should take note. Recenjyselves with our true meridian, we would be aligning
statements ifihe Advertiser would indicate that there is alot o rselves with Japan, Korea and Eastern Siberia, rather than
of support for this measure, perhaps more than people reali§gaing seen as a branch office of the eastern part of Australia.
Kay Matthews of Strathalbyn states: The other point | place on the record for all honourable
The CEO of Business SA says that all that people who do nofnembers is that airline pilots see us as a joke in that we
want daylight saving to start in August need to do is to ‘wind the sgnnot make up our minds where we belong in the world
clocks forward: . . Mr Vaughan, all you need to do is to start work - . !
earlier like Baker Young Stockbrokers and others. Stop blamindVen though that is clearly determined for us by geography.
others for your inability to find solutions and adapt to trends. ur present position is, of course, a hangover from over a
hundred years ago when we made a deal with the eastern

Elizabeth Dew of Ceduna states: ; . . .
states to adjust our time to a time which would be a compro-

Perhaps Mr Vaughan should look at his business practices, nqf.. : . .
the daylight-saving issues. Hasn't he ever heard of flexitime? ?ﬁlse between their standard time and ours and, as with the

suppose he doesn't do business with any other country in the worlggilway gauges, they refused to do that. In the final analysis,
which has a different time zone. they just never carried it through. So, we do not have a
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standard time with eastern Australia in the same way that wE€hristmas to New Year period, non-exempt shops will be
never had a standard railway gauge. The exigencies of thdosed, effectively, for six days out of 10.
railway gauge were seen to be obvious after 70-odd years and Non-exempt shops (primarily larger retailers and super-
were done away with. Sooner or later, now that we are in thignarkets) closing for four straight days over the Christmas
day and age of the internet, automatic pilots and so on iperiod this year is unusual, and we do not normally have the
aircraft, we will wake up to the fact that we ought to align situation where Christmas Day and Proclamation Day fall on
ourselves with the conventional time zone in which we area weekend. There is no real pattern to when the four-day
located on the face of this earth and enjoy the benefits aflosure would occur but, apart from 2004, | understand this
doing so. will occurin 2010, 2021, 2027 and 2032—which is not very
Finally, | make the point that across America there is niften. Generally speaking, large department stores and
detrimental consequence for commerce in any way, shape 8permarkets over 400 square metres are required to be
form between Atlantic coast time, central time (otherwiseclosed on public holidays. In general, other shops can open.
known as prairie time)—that is, the New York Stock We have always been very clear that we do not support
Exchange, the Chicago Stock Exchange—the businedull deregulation: there must be a balance in regulating shop
interests and stock exchanges of Las Vegas and Denver §fading hours. This government has delivered the biggest
mountain time, and the business interests and stock excharigforms to shop trading hours in South Australian history and
es of San Francisco and Los Angeles in Pacific coast timéas provided more than 700 hours extra shopping time. We
and Hawaii; none of those time zones, all being an hour aparfiow have trading almost every Sunday of the year and have
suffer any disadvantage whatever in consequence of thel@te-night trading in the suburbs. When the house was
accepting the time zone in which the state happens to fall. T@ebating the major reforms that the government implemented,
my mind the arguments about that, put by the captains dhe government said that it believed that there were special
industry, are specious. | thank the house for its attention. days that Australians should be able to spend together with
their families and friends.

SHOP TRADING HOURS (TOURIST PRECINCTS) Christmas is more than a weekend, and it shoulq be
AMENDMENT BILL respected. Many small-business people and employees in the
retail industry will work long hours every day in the period
Adjourned debate on second reading. leading up to Christmas, and a reasonable break to spend time

with family and friends at Christmas is only fair. While small
business owners can choose not to open and employees can

e choose not to work, if the law is changed, we believe that
Mr SNELLING (Playford): This bill proposes to amend 41y 4o not feel this is a real choice. Many small-business

the Shop Trading Hours Act 1977 to rename the centrgleqpje feel compelled to open when their competition opens

shopping district which is currently defined in the act aSand many employees, particularly casuals, are fearful that

anything in the hundred of Adelaide—and this includes theyajining work will hurt their relationship with their employer

area within the four terraces—to a cen?ral tourist precinct, 4 disadvantage them in terms of obtaining extra work
The government cannot agree with this amendment. Thg, s

effect of this amendment is that non-exempt shops both in the The overwhelming feedback | get from my constituents

central tourist precinct (the central city shopping district) an(?S that they want a decent break at Christmas and that keeping

:he d.Glene.Iﬁ’ tI;OUI'ISt pf[?cc'jntctt In daddltlontflc) C#r{%nt hogrs %the law as it is is the only realistic way to make sure that they
racing, will be permitted to trade on public holidays. ©000get 5 gecent break. Small supermarkets can open and can

Friday and Anzac Day are not included in the public holiday ade whatever hours they like, as they do on any normal

except that on Anzac Day trading between the hours of . \: : :
11am. and 5p.m. or 1 p.m. and 5 p.m. is allowed. Th gglslgihollday. The government opposes the bill before the

current restrictions are not compelling traders to trade on Second reading negatived
Sunday or employees to work on Sunday, as the current )
section 13A is expanded to include the public holidays above.

The 1st of January, Easter Day, and 25 and 26 December Copl\élelglL;[I&’;‘Sﬁfé{,%ﬁ%ﬂ?g:?ﬁ-rlC
each year are already excluded under the act—that is under
current section 13(6)(a), and the bill does not seek to change adjourned debate on second reading.

them. (Continued from 9 February. Page 1451.)

In terms of the holidays over Christmas and New Year this
year, the major changes would be in relation to 27 and Mr KOUTSANTONIS (West Torrens): | rise to oppose
28 December and 3 January 2005, which are presently nofhis bill for the hypocrisy that it is. Mr Speaker, you yourself
trading days for the large retailers. In shopping districtshave been a victim of the Liberal Party’s own blatant
under the act, non-exempt shops must close on publigangaroo court in which they attempted to throw you out of
holidays as well as 1 January, Easter Day, and 25 anthe party that you have loved and have been a member of for
26 December each year. As a result of the Christmas Dag5 years, | understand, because they did not like a decision
Proclamation Day and New Year's Day holidays all falling you made when you exercised your conscience. Now, they
on either a Saturday or a Sunday, the recognised publicome to us telling us that the Labor Party is somehow
holidays for these days will, therefore, be transferred to théaypocritical because we require people who wish to be
closest following weekday. This means that the Christmasembers of the Labor Party and who wish to remain
Day public holiday will be held on Monday 27 December, themembers of the Labor Party to abide by caucus decisions.
Proclamation Day holiday will be held on Tuesday The Labor Party has never forced anyone to vote a certain
28 December, and the New Year’s Day holiday will be heldway: all we say to them is that, if you vote contrary to a
on Monday 3 January 2005.The effect of this is that over thelecision of the caucus, you are no longer a member of this

(Continued from 9 February. Page 1450.)
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party. You do not lose your seat in parliament, you lose noneith an explanation about why he wants to compel members
of the rights of a member of parliament—all you lose is statu®f parliament to vote a certain way.

as a member of the Australian Labor Party. We are a party in Mr Scalz interjecting:

our own right and we decide who our members are—no-one Mr KOUTSANTONIS: | understand that the member for
else. If the Hon. Graham Gunn wants to have a say in thelartley, who also wants to compel us to be citizens of certain
Labor Party, | say, ‘Apply to the Labor Party.’ If you want nations, wants also to tell us how to vote. Mr Speaker, you
to make changes to the way we run ourselves, then join ourave often said that we have ancient rights and privileges
party. Do not try to impose your will on us. which you claim for us every four years as the Speaker of the

The idea that the Liberal Party, and members such as theuse. | think that this bill goes to eroding those ancient
member for Stuart, after having voted to expel you—in arights and privileges and that we should oppose it. It is
kangaroo court in the middle of the night in the last parlia-undemocratic and unfair. Of course, the Liberal Party has
ment—from membership of the parliamentary Liberal Partynever been about fairness or democracy: all it is about is
because you exercised your conscience, breaking every rudaforcing its will on the individual, because it opposes
they had and allowing you to stay on as a member of théndividual rights. That is what the Liberal Party really
Liberal Party if you chose just shows the hypocrisy of whatbelieves in: an opposition to individual rights. It wants to tell
they are trying to do. The bill that the member for Stuartpeople what they should and should not believe. It does not
proposes ignores that completely. want people to have independent thought processes. It does

| cannot believe that members opposite, who voted tmot want them belonging to unions or political parties unless
expel the member for Hammond from the Liberal Party, canhey agree with Liberal Party ideology. That is why it holds
actually stand up with a straight face and support this bilbnly a few seats in regional areas; it has had Independents
without first going on their knees to apologise to the membecome along and knock them off, because those communities
for Hammond for what they did to him in the middle of the have abandoned Liberal ideology, because it has abandoned
night. They have got form on this sort of thing: they like them.
knifing leaders and their colleagues in the middle of the night.

Just ask the member for Finniss and the former member for Mr VENNING (Schubert): | did not originally intend to

Waite, the Hon. Stephen Baker, about what the Liberal Partgpeak to this motion, but after that speech | was provoked to
does in the middle of the night. Those opposite who suppommake some comments. | certainly support the member for
the Night of the Long Knives are now trying to make law Stuart in raising this matter. | cannot believe that | heard a
their deceit, to make law their covert actions. They arespeech like the one we just heard. | would almost ask the
saying, ‘Deal with us or we will deal with you. honourable member to read it, considering what freedom of

I find this bill to be completely unfair and undemocratic. speech is all about, what freedom of choice is all about, and
I choose to be a member of the Labor Party and | choose towhat democracy is all about. It is about individual choice.
be bound by our rules—no-one forces me to. My elector&ach one of us is elected into this place by approximately
know at the election, when | stand for parliament, that | an24 500 people, and they are voting for us as individuals. Yes,
a member of the oldest and greatest political party irit is publicly known that we belong to political parties, and
Australia, formed in 1889 in Queensland. They know whatyour interest, sir, is as an Independent. We happen to deal
| stand for, because | have the words ‘Australian Labor Partywith the tag. However, | believe that many people out there
after my name. when they vote for a candidate with ‘ALP’ alongside it are

What they do not know about those in the Liberal Partynot aware that their candidate, their person of choice, does not
is that they make up rules as they go along. No-one cahave the right to stand up in this place and speak for them,
compel me on how to vote in this chamber; in fact, | underbecause they have to speak for the party.
stand that it would be illegal to compel me to vote in a certain  The decision is made in the caucus room, and often it is
way. However, the Australian Labor Party has every right tdhe unions and the faceless men down on South Terrace who
expel and admit people as it sees fit. Anything other than thanake these decisions. They really are, in Keating’s words,
breaches our basic democratic principles. The idea that ‘@inelected swill.” | cannot believe that the member for West
parliament can impose its will on a democratic party isTorrens (and he is a reasonable sort of a bloke) could look at
outrageous. It is like this parliament enacting legislation tous and ridicule us. | can stand here as a member of the Liberal
tell the Liberal Party who it can and cannot have as member&arty, which allows me the freedom, firstly, to speak my
or to tell its members how they can and cannot vote. It is amind, and secondly, and most importantly—because | believe
absolute outrage, and | would ask every democratic-mindethat members of the Labor Party have the freedom to speak
member of the Liberal Party to absolutely oppose this bill. their mind, but they do not have the freedom to vote; they are

The Hon. D.C. Kotz interjecting: locked in—I have the freedom to vote.

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: | am glad that the member for | have crossed the floor only once in my time here against
Newland agrees with me on this, Mr Speaker. She must bey party line, and that was a rather obvious time. | believed
one of those who voted against your being expelled in théhat that was a responsibility that | had.
middle of the night. No, she was not. She was one of those An honourable member interjecting:
carrying the knives and the knitting needles, standing near the Mr VENNING: Almost; | do not have to. | have that
guillotine with her knitting needles, along with the memberright, and | believe that | am responsible for that. | told my

for— party that | was going to do that and I did it. We have some
An honourable member interjecting: heroes. We have one Normie Foster, who was a South
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: That is right; Madame Defarge. Australian state hero, because what did he do? He gave us

| find this to be the height of hypocrisy. Roxby Downs. He has given us the greatest resource

I understand that the member for Stuart might haveopportunity that we have seen in six decades in this state. He
ulterior motives for this. | am sure that when he summarisepaid the ultimate price. He went against the party line on
his bill—if he turns up to speak on it—he might come upuranium, and what happened to him?
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Mr Koutsantonis: Where is he now? caucus. However, the member for West Torrens should have
Mr VENNING: He is history. So, | challenge the member the right to cross the floor on a personal issue—and | know
for West Torrens, where is the honesty in that? Where is theiiee has plenty. We know that he has been prohibited on many
a true reward in that? That man did the right thing. He hadssues. | will not quote the instances, but there are several on
guts and courage. | do believe that you have just invited himvhich the member for West Torrens has a very strong point
back into the party. | think he has been reinstated, because béview. He got rolled in the cabinet, and | do not say that
has been out in the wilderness now for over 14 or 15 yearsudely. He comes into this place, and he has to sit over there
but you have now reinstated him as a member of the ALHjke a mute. One such case was—and | will not mention it
and so you ought, because he is a national hero. | commeteécause it was in confidence; | will not mention any of that.
the member for Stuart for this motion. It is a basic democratiBut he knows. We have confidences across this place, and |
principle that we are elected here as a person first, and asaall not breach any confidences across this house.
member of a political party second. If the member for West Mr Koutsantonis: You just have.
Torrens and | happen to agree on a matter, it should not Mr VENNING: No, | haven't. No, | will not put the
matter which party we belong to. If we are here representingxamples; you know what they are, anyway. But | just believe
our people and we have their support, we should be able that democracy is flawed when only one side of the house
vote for what and how we like. allows its members the freedom to vote as they wish, without
In recent days it has really concerned me that the Labathe threat of being thrown out. Whether you are Liberal or
Party allows its members the right to vote for themselves, butabor, we know that without the support of your party your
it has to declare a conscience vote for that to occur. Thedeng-term future is in doubt. You might survive—and they
days we are seeing the Labor Party allowing its membermight survive—
fewer and fewer conscience votes. This is a breach of the Mr Koutsantonis interjecting:
basic democratic principle for people elected. | am sure that Mr VENNING: | am young enough to come back and
| believe that not many people out there understand theay, ‘I told you so.’ Stick around, lad. My greatest adviser in
difference between the Liberal Party and the Labor Party. Theelation to this was the late Thomas Stott. He had been
key difference is that the Liberals have the freedom to voteverywhere and done everything. As the member for
as they wish. Hammond would know, because he has his seat, the late
Members interjecting: Thomas Stott said, ‘You can only ever be an Independent for
Mr VENNING: It has nothing to do with this principle one election, and sure as eggs that is what happened to him,
at all. | cannot believe that many of our political journaliststoo. He was a great Independent. | think he was a member of
do not highlight this fact more often. | will not list all the all parties, and finished his time. In hindsight, we should have
political journalists. There are not many of them left, becaus&nighted that bloke, because Tom Stott was a great South
they have all been bought off by the Labor Party. HoweverAustralian and did a lot for everybody. | cannot believe that
there are a few left who do write constructive stuff aboutanybody with any datum of reason in their mind can say that
what happens in this place, but very few highlight thethe Liberal Party, which allows its members freedoms,
difference: that we as Liberals have that freedom. Somerespective, sir—and | have seen what happened to you; but
would say that this is the reason that we sometimes govene are a broad church on this side of the house. We are all
with our hands behind our backs: that we do allow ourindividuals—
members the right to the freedom of conscience. There isno Mr Koutsantonis: No, you’re not.
doubt that it is a lot harder to manage people under such a Mr VENNING: We certainly are. | know many members
system, because you do not know what will happen, particusn the other side of the house have strong personal views.
larly when you are in government with a large majority, asHowever, when you come into this house—
we found out in 1993. We had a few rebels. Members interjecting:
Mr Koutsantonis: You were one of them. Mr VENNING: I think it is wrong that the decisions of
Mr VENNING: | certainly was not one of them. Irrespec- this house can be decided down on South Terrace. | reckon
tive of that, on this side of the house we are elected by outhat is wrong. | believe we should come in here with an open
people, and we are responsible to them first and foremost, asind, have the debate and then each and every one of us,
the member for West Torrens would agree. | might disagregrespective of their party, vote on the issue on the day, at the
with my constituency, but if I cannot convince them to my moment, on the argument and debate before this house. |
point of view, | vote with them every time. | consult regularly know that is pie in the sky, but | believe that is the principle
with my electorate via newsletters, the local media, ofwe should aspire to—that is what we should be in this place
whatever. | think it is a basic tenet. | cannot believe thafor. We are here to represent our people: people first, us
people can stand in this place and tell me with an honest argkcond, and the politics a long way last.
straight face that the way in which the Labor Party does
things is the right way, because it is not. | say to members TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL (Minister for Families
opposite: this is 2005, you know. | say to the member fomand Communities): | rise to make a contribution in relation
West Torrens: the Labor Party might have done this 93 yeait® this bill. The bill is inappropriately named. The bill, in
ago, when they set it up. That is okay. However, | believe thalarge measure, seeks to detract from the democracy that is
it is a modern world today; everything is changing. implicit in the system. With all due respect to you, sir, and
I do not believe that members will recognise this place inother Independents who hold positions in this house, the role
20 years’ time. | believe that in 20 years’ time there will be of political parties in our system is an incredibly important
only one house. We will see some rapid and big changes iand vital one. | make this brief contribution in order to defend
the way in which things are done in South Australia. | thinkthe important place political parties play in this system.
it is high time that the Labor Party got with it, got into the  Not all Independents go to their electorate with a clear
modern era and allowed a policy of freedom. The Labor Partplatform of what they choose to do in the next election.
can have its conferences and all its strong heavyweights in thedeed, it is the exception, rather than the rule. | do take you
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out of that equation, Mr Speaker, because | know that yobling Commissioner) mandatory under the Liquor Licensing
communicated very clearly with your electorate before facingAct. Thirdly, it makes it mandatory for the relevant licensing
the last election. However, in many cases that is not the casauthority to refer all applications under the SIAA and the
Democracy is not served by having a representative for whorbLA to the Commissioner of Police so that the Commissioner
their electorate will not know where they are to vote on amay investigate the probity of those applicants. The Commis-
particular issue. In relation to political parties, we are obligedsioner of Police will then be required to provide information
to and do publish very complete manifestos or platformsto the relevant licensing authority about criminal convictions
which are subject to extraordinary scrutiny by the mainstreamand other information held by the Commissioner relevant to
media outlets during the course of an election campaigrwhether an application should be granted. Again, this is not
They play a vital role. Further, it is only because of theunique legislation in that the Commissioner of Police plays
strength of a political party and the diversity of opinionsa role in relation to the provision of information for the
represented in it that enable us to present such a comprehgurposes of this assessment. This assessment will now apply
sive platform to the community to form a basis for to a much broader group of persons with the introduction of
government. the associate test, to which | have referred. It will also
We have a system that is well suited to political partiesprovide the police with the right to object to an applicant and
I think the preferential voting system obliges us to come ugo appeal against the grant of a licence under the SIAA
with a comprehensive platform, so that a majority of thesimilar to the right of intervention afforded to the police
community support it. That is one of the reasons why theunder the LLA and the GMA.
Labor Party is such a great party, because it has always had Importantly, it will also allow the use of criminal intelli-
to think big and come up with a positive platform to seek togence. This is perhaps one of the more controversial aspects
attract the mainstream of opinion across a very broad rang# this legislation. The bill also provides some protection for
of views within its own party. | think democracy is served by the confidentiality of criminal intelligence. Itis important that

this current system. we appreciate that criminal intelligence is information
relating to actual or suspected criminal activity (whether in
[Stting suspended from 6 to 7.30 p.m.] this state or elsewhere), the disclosure of which could

reasonably be expected to prejudice criminal investigations
STATUTESAMENDMENT (LIQUOR, GAMBLING or to enable the discovery of the existence or identity of a

AND SECURITY INDUSTRIES) BILL confidential source of information relevant to law enforce-
ment. It is certainly very general, but it is designed to not

Adjourned debate on second reading. prejudice other action and to protect those who have been
(Continued from 9 December 2004. Page 1304.) willing to come forward to provide that information because,

as members may appreciate, the disclosure of their identity

MsCHAPMAN (Bragg): This bill was introduced by the - could cause them harm. Importantly, the criminal intelligence
Attorney-General on 9 December 2004. It amends therovided by the police is not to be disclosed to the person
Security Investigation Agents Act 1995 (SIAA), the Liquor affected. | suppose this is where controversy enters this bill,
Licensing Act 1997 (LLA) and the Gaming Machines Act and | think it is the most significant element.
1992 (GMA). At the time of the introduction of this bill, the  The bill provides that, where police intelligence is used in
Attorney informed the house that the amendments to thiany proceedings under the three acts, including in determina-
legislation are intended to deal with two separate but relateglons of applications and disciplinary proceedings that can
issues: first, the infiltration of organised crime into thelead to a cancellation of a licence or approval, that informa-
security and hospitality industries; and, secondly, violencgion or intelligence must not be disclosed, including to the
and aggressive behaviour by crowd controllers working inapplicant, the licensee, approved person or his or her
licensed premises or at licensed events. The opposition shatiegresentatives. That is, of course, quite extensive and means
the government’s concern about these two issues whiclhat that person—or, indeed, their legal representative—is not
clearly, need to be addressed. Accordingly, | indicate thato be privy to that information. Where the licensing authority
subject to some amendments which are being considered lyakes a determination of an application on the basis of the
the opposition for debate in another place, the opposition wilholice information that is classified in that category of
support this bill. criminal intelligence, it will not be required to provide

This bill introduces an associate test under the SIAA s@easons for that determination other than that to grant the
that the licensing authority (the Commissioner for Consumegpplication would be contrary to the public interest. The
Affairs) must take into account the character of the associateSistrict Court, pursuant to the bill, is the appealing authority,
of security licence applicants and licensees in assessirghd it may hear an appeal against a licence refusal or a
whether the applicant or licensee is fit and proper to hold @isciplinary action against a licensee or approved person. It
security agent’s licence. This is an area—similar to manynust hear the information in a court closed to all—as | have
others where a product or service is provided—where theaid, including the applicant, licensee, approved person and
parliament considers that the assessment of persons in chatpeat person’s representative.
of that industry or the production of that service as fit and This is not a unique circumstance in our legislative
proper will require due diligence. This is not a uniqueregime. It is fair to say that these provisions have been
position. Historically, flammable products, dynamite, liquormodelled on the Firearms Act 2003. As the house would
and drugs are all examples of where legislators have taken thgpreciate, this is another category, of course, for those who
view that it is important that we place the responsibility formay be deemed fit and proper for the purposes of being in
the sale, possession and distribution of these products apéssession of, and have carriage and use of, firearms. These
services on people who are fit and proper in the communityrovisions in that legislation, of course, have been included

Secondly, this bill makes the investigation of thoseto prevent organised crime from obtaining firearms. As in the
associates by the licensing authority (the Liquor and GamFirearms Act, ‘criminal intelligence’ is defined as information
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about actual or suspected criminal activity, the disclosure afhe request to leave being made by the authorised person. A
which, as | have indicated, could reasonably be expected twew category of approved crowd controller is created under
prejudice the criminal investigations, or to enable thethe LLA, and a security agent authorised to control crowds
discovery of the existence or identity of a confidential sourcainder the SIA. The latter can be required to undergo an
of information relevant to the law enforcement. Classificatioralcohol test while on duty and a drug test. There are a number
of information as criminal intelligence may be made by theof aspects in relation to the provision of extra requirements,
Commissioner of Police personally or by a deputy or assistarihcluding fingerprinting security agents and applicants under
commissioner of police. the Liquor Licensing Act; the introduction of the random
The government tells us that the amendments are nalrug and alcohol testing of crowd controllers; and the
retrospective and, on viewing the bill, one will see that thapsychological assessment of crowd controllers.
is so. Notwithstanding that, the bill allows criminal intelli- It is important to point out that this is not unique to this
gence to be used to take disciplinary action against existingpdustry. The concerns in relation to the type of persons
licensees or approved persons even where the criminaltracted to a career in the crowd control industry because of
intelligence existed at the time of the licence or approvahny predilection for conflict is one to be mindful of in this
having been granted. So, existing licensees may find thatype of industry. Itis not uncommon in a number of occupa-
although this legislation is not retrospective, if they cometions for potential employees to undertake psychological
before the Commissioner for the purposes of disciplinanassessments. Itis required, for example, for anyone entering
action, information about them which has accumulated evethe police force. | suppose arguably these days it applies to
before the period which is relevant to the disciplinary actiormedical students before they are allowed to undertake their
and which might even have existed at the time of theidegree. There are many occupations where employers now
original licence being approved can still be taken intoinvite an applicant for employment to undertake a psycho-
account. | will come back to that aspect shortly. logical assessment for the purpose of assessing their aptitude
Another significant aspect of this legislation deals withand their capacity to undertake the type of work and their
crowd controllers who, of course, work in licensed premisesbility to cope with the stress required to perform the job.
or at licensed events. | think well publicised incidents—the However, in this case it is particularly important to test for
death of David Hookes, for example—identify where therecharacteristics including tolerance, self-control, some conflict
has been the use of violence on the part of a person in thigsolution skills (hopefully other than in a violent manner)
industry. | will not go into the details of the events of that and communication skills. These are important skills that
case; suffice to say that Mr Hookes died as a result of thermust be associated with this industry if its members are to
being an exchange and the conduct of a crowd controller inndertake their work without endangering members of the
Victoria. The bill restricts their power to use force in the public. There are also requirements for refresher training and
ejection of persons from licensed premises. This measurepntinuing development. This is a new phenomenon in
which introduces a new offence—that is, failing to quit relation to crowd controllers, but to undertake specific further
licensed premises—is an important one. The bill will stipulatetraining is something which again is not unique to many
that physical removal or prevention of entry can occur onlyprofessions. The Liberal Party takes no issue with the
in the presence of an authorised person as defined. Tipgecautions being introduced which are valid and which are
definition of ‘authorised person’ currently under the LLA is appropriately applicable in a number of other occupations.
considered to be too broad, because it includes in that | return to the process in relation to the operation of
category of those who are authorised ‘any employee or agesecurity agents’ licences. The bill provides for the Commis-
to use force to remove persons or to prevent their entry’, andioner to suspend a security agent’s licence. The present
so on. disciplinary scheme under the FIAA requires proof of
The restriction in this sense limits authorised persons tanlawful conduct. It is common for there to be significant
include a licensee, a responsible person, a police officer atelays (up to a year or longer) between the laying of a charge
such other persons approved by the Liquor and Gamblingnd a conviction. As a result of the application under the
Commissioner and to make it a condition for approval thatlisciplinary scheme being on the balance of probability, this
that person must have the appropriate knowledge, skills anektensive period needs to elapse before that can take place.
experience for that purpose. These are all defined in th€he question then arises as to whether, in this type of
proposed legislation. They have been detailed by theccupation, itis safe to leave someone in those circumstances
Attorney-General in his contribution to the house, so | willin a position to continue to operate when they may be able to
not repeat them. This definition of ‘authorised person’ andnflict some other improper conduct on another person
the introduction of this limitation is designed to overcome theattending a licensed premises.
problem of management’s denying knowledge of the actions Therefore, the bill gives the Commissioner of Consumer
of crowd controllers and places responsibility where it shouldAffairs the power to suspend the security agent’s licence
rest, that is, with management. upon the agent being charged with a prescribed offence. We
Essentially they cannot act unilaterally. As | havedo not know what exactly will be in the prescribed offence,
indicated, management is involved in the process, anbut again in his explanation to the house the Attorney-
accordingly they cannot simply say at a later date, ‘Look, IGeneral has stated that the bill intends to prescribe offences
did not know that this event occurred. | did not know that thisof violence, as well as drug and firearm offences for licences
ejection and this inappropriate conduct had been undertakemthorising crowd control work, with the addition of theft and
by a crowd controller in my employment on this occasion. Irobbery offences in case of licences authorising guarding
was not present; | did not know anything about it.” It is anwork, that is, for protection of persons and property. We have
important restriction in the circumstances. Most importantlya fairly clear indication of the intent in relation to what will
because of this new offence of fail to quit licensed premisedye in the prescribed offences. Clearly, they relate to offences
it means that the physical removal or prevention of an entryvhich are serious and which would have a direct impact, |
can then only occur after the person has failed to comply witlsuggest, on the capacity for a person carrying out these duties
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not to be exercising those characteristics that we are lookinig must meet with those two tests in relation to prejudicing
for—thatis, tolerance, self-control, conflict management andther criminal action and also the disclosure of parties who
so on. need to be protected in those circumstances.

Although a licensee will have a right to be heard abouta That may be one aspect in which we can assist to ensure
licence suspension, the suspension will apply from service dhat the proceedings that are otherwise behind closed doors
the notice of suspension, and then there is a right of appeate properly considered, bearing in mind that the person who
against the decision to suspend a licence. In New Soutis affected by this legislation and his or her representative are
Wales, Queensland, Victoria and Western Australia either theot allowed to be privy to any of that information for all the
licensing authority has power to revoke licences or automaticeasons that have been outlined. But let us make sure that,
cancellation applies if the licensee is convicted of a disentiwhen we do introduce legislation like this which others will
tling offence. This bill provides for automatic cancellation of describe as star chamber activity, we make sure that we do
a security agent’s licence where the licensee has beétwith a level of vigilance in its testing that ensures that we
convicted of a prescribed offence. have the best possible outcome in view of the uniqueness of

I think it is important to note here that the opposition isthis type of process which otherwise, quite rightly, will
concerned to look at some amendment to give an opportunitgceive criticism from those in the community, of whom there
to proceed immediately to a right of appeal rather than thare a number, who will be concerned about the civil liberties
delay that is outlined in this bill, as being a more appropriatef persons.
way to ensure that there is an opportunity for remedy. We are | raise this issue as an indication to the Attorney-General
in a situation where there can be a licence suspension on tiieat one of the concerns that | have in relation to legislation
charging of an offence—which may, of course, be found latesuch as this is that, as much as on the face of it, it seems to
to be inappropriately laid, or even mischievously laid, sobe appropriate for the purposes of the industries to which this
there needs to be a prompt opportunity of remedy for théegislation is confined, when we are dealing with the sale and
person affected, particularly as we are talking about condudtistribution of alcohol and a large group of people who
which will affect the career and employment of these personparticipate on these occasions at licensed events and in
without there being a conviction. So the opposition is lookindicensed premises and who are young people: this is part of
at a way in which it might be able to assist the governmenthe justification for going to this level in the interests of

to produce legislation which will be effective but fair. protecting them.
TheHon. M.J. Atkinson: Will you move that here, or But let me just alert the Attorney-General to circumstances
upstairs? which we have recently dealt with in another industry—the

MsCHAPMAN: Upstairs. | briefly referred to the educationindustry. Late lastyear we debated in this house the
requirement for fingerprinting of security agents andteachers registration legislation. We are setting very high
applicants, which the opposition supports. The bill providestandards for those who are able to be registered, both in their
that the Commissioner of Police may but is not required tajualification and training, and also that they be fit and proper
destroy those fingerprints on the application of a formepersons and that they have no improper conduct in their past
licensee or employer or refused applicant; and, as | hawehich would deem them unsafe, unfit or inadequate for the
referred to, the bill also allows the Commissioner forpurposes of teaching our young people. These are children
Consumer Affairs to require crowd controllers and applicantsisually of ages between about four and 18. Some very high
for the security agent’s licence to undergo psychologicastandards have been imposed on teachers now in relation to
assessments for the reasons | have outlined, and the refreskdrat they are also required to consent to and disclose; and
training course. | think these are all important steps towardthat relates to the consent to the provision of criminal records
tightening up and ensuring we have a high quality and higlfpolice checks, as they are often referred to) and to make
standard of persons employed in this industry, and aimformation available even in a circumstance where there has
industry that can, hopefully, reform its reputation which maybeen no charge laid against them. In the interests of—and
well be a result of only some in the industry but from which under this umbrella of—child protection, we now require the
it now suffers as a result of the type of behaviour that waeporting and disclosure of where an allegation of improper
have heard of. conduct is made against a teacher which is to be reported to

To the best of the opposition’s knowledge, there has beethe Teachers Registration Board. It is for the course of the
a significant opportunity for interested parties, including thdifetime of that allegation, whether or not it crystallises into
Australian Hotels Association and stakeholders in thea charge, prosecution and conviction. During the lifetime of
industry, to consider the bill and to put forward their viewsthe allegation, that information now goes before a board
on this matter; and the introduction of this bill and its passingwhich it can take into account to initiate an inquiry as to
as | understand it, is with their blessing. whether or not that person should be allowed to teach.

I will clarify a matter in view of a comment just made that, | raise one point of caution that, in our important attempt
whilst there are some areas that the opposition feels we cda try to protect young people, whether they are in a school
tighten up in relation to procedure, it is proposed that theyoom or visiting a local licensed premises, we be careful not
will be drafted before this bill reaches another house. But, sto be seen to be hastily interfering with people’s right to
that the Attorney is aware, one aspect that we are considerirgnployment, particularly when they have undertaken years
at present is how we might enable the appointment of counsef study or to be able to rub out that opportunity of employ-
to assist the commissioner in hearing applications, one whment on the basis of a process, and on information which will
would also be able to ask questions directly in relation to theever be known to that person. So, | move cautiously in this
criminal intelligence information that is presented and haverea but, given the information presented by the Attorney-
an opportunity to question and cross-examine those presereneral and our having read the bill and considered it with
ing that material, and this would be seen as an aid to ththe opposition, it is a matter where, although we tread lightly,
commissioner in relation to extracting the validity andthe principle of what the government is attempting to achieve
substance of the information being put forward. Of coursehere has our full support. We will endeavour, particularly in
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the other place, to present amendments which will help tthemselves with. Police evidence reveals that there are strong
provide a level of protection for those who are in thislinks between members of motorcycle gangs and firearms
industry, taking into account that it will inevitably flow to activity, violence, supply of drugs and general organised
other industries when we use the protection of those less abteime activity. Furthermore, it is also believed that bikie
to protect themselves in the community, particularly thegangs use the links they have in the security industry as an
young, to justify this type of legislation. With those com- avenue for money-laundering as well as the control and
ments, | indicate the opposition’s support for the bill. expansion of illicit drug distribution networks. This link can
only be seen to create an unsafe environment for the patrons
Mr O’BRIEN (Napier): I rise to support this bill. My  of these venues where criminal activities are rife.
support for the bill and my interest in it arises from my  The fact that the patrons of these venues are often younger
participation in the Drugs Summit that was held shortly afterSouth Australians is, perhaps, the most disturbing aspect of
the formation of the current Labor government. In participatthe link between the security industry and organised crime.
ing in that summit, | served on a working group that includedSadly, under such circumstances the youth of our state is
the Liquor Licensing Commissioner and several senior crimgubjected to an unsafe environment whereby drugs are easily
intelligence officers from SAPOL. From our working group accessible. Such circumstances have exacerbated the
it emerged that organised crime had involved itself in thenormalisation of drug use within youth culture. The normali-
security industry, and it was using its participation within thesation of drug use within youth culture, as well as the
security industry basically to get amphetamines into hotelthcreased accessibility of drugs, is believed to be an important
and into the hands of young South Australians. So, the Liquateason why drugs are used by youth and why there has been
Licensing Commissioner and the senior crime intelligencea progressive increase in drug uptake over the last decade or
officers from SAPOL were quite adamant that we require th&o. The removal of organised crime from our security
type of legislation that is before us this evening. industries will, therefore, ensure a safer environment for all
The bill will make important and widespread changes toSouth Australians and also greatly reduce the accessibility of
the Security and Investigation Agents Act 1995, the Gamingilicit drugs, particularly amphetamines.
Machines Act 1992 and the Liquor Licensing Act 1997. The  Some of the measures that the bill introduces that will help
changes that this bill proposes are intended to ensure thefamp out organised crime from the liquor and security
there is adequate security and protection within our hospitalindustries include the following: an ability for the licensing
ty and liquor industries. The measures within the bill areauthority to take into account the character of persons with
therefore designed to ensure that the current infiltration ofvhom the applicant chooses to associate, when assessing
organised crime into the security and hospitality industries isvhether an applicant or licensee is fit and proper to hold a
put to an end. The bill also introduces important measuresecurity licence. This will ensure that applicants or licensees
that will ensure that crowd controllers or bouncers are subjeaiho are known to have close links with criminal organisa-
to strict standards of conduct in relation to their behavioutions will be unable to hold a security licence. It also states
and recruitment. These strict standards of conduct will ensundat applications for a security licence must be sent to the
that crowd controllers are suitable for this valuable occupacommissioner of Police so that the Commissioner of Police
tion, which provides for the security and safety of manycan determine the suitability of the applicant. Police will also
South Australians, most them young South Australians. be given the right to object against an applicant and to appeal
The bill has had widespread media coverage and waggainst the grant of a licence. This will help ensure that
introduced into this house in early December last year. Thepplicants or licensees who are not suitable to be crowd
parliamentary break has, therefore, ensured that there hasntrollers are not given the right to become crowd control-
been sufficient time to allow for adequate consultation withlers.
representatives from the security and hospitality industries as The bill also facilitates the use of police intelligence by
well as other interested parties. As | noted earlier, a majognsuring that it is kept confidential, thereby ensuring that
objective of the bill is to ensure that organised crime can n@olice operations are not compromised. Thus, police will not
longer infiltrate the security, liquor and hospitality industriesbe required to disclose valuable information that has been
in this state. Recent research conducted by South Australigsed to deny an applicant from receiving a security licence.
Police has illustrated that organised crime currently has afo ensure that these measures are successful in their enforce-
unacceptable influence over security industries. ment and their administration, the bill also provides for an
In fact, it has been revealed that up to 80 per cent oéxtra $1 million in funding, which will allow for the appoint-
licensed premises in Adelaide’s central business district thahent of an additional 15 police officers as well as five more
employ security firms are using companies with links toconsumer and business affairs officers. Such funding
outlaw motorcycle gangs. Sadly, such unacceptable links aibustrates the government’s commitment to cleaning up the
not limited to Adelaide’s CBD, and police also have evidencesecurity and liquor industries.
that 60 licensed premises in South Australia outside the CBD While the removal of organised crime from the security
are using security companies that have inappropriate links tand liquor industries is a major objective of the bill, it also
organised crime. Even John Pike, the manager and part ownes#eks to make crowd controllers responsible for their actions
of Heaven, one of South Australia’s most popular andoy imposing standards of conduct. These standards of
perhaps notorious clubs, has admitted that there is a linkonduct will ensure that crowd controllers are properly
between bikie gangs and security companies. trained as well as accountable for their actions and behaviour.
The link between bikie gangs and security companies iFhe need for the strengthening of the standards to which
extremely disturbing. Recent police evidence reveals thatrowd controllers are to operate has been highlighted by the
crowd controllers who have links to bikie gangs are moranany reports and allegations of excessive violence perpetrat-
likely to be involved in unwarranted assaults than crowded by crowd controllers. For example, it is alleged that
controllers who have no such links. Further, concern is alseecurity staff at one particular venue, Heaven nightclub,
warranted by the type of activities that bikie gangs involveassaulted 80 patrons between the years 2003 and 2004.
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Furthermore, the tragic death of David Hookes also serves &ustice. Dean Eustice was shopping at Westfield Marion and
an important reminder of the harm that can be caused bihere was an altercation with a security guard. | will not say
grossly excessive responses by crowd controllers—and tteo much about it because the security guard has been
opposition has highlighted this particular instance in a speeatharged and the matter will be before the courts. Mr Eustice
made by the member for Bragg. died as a result of that altercation and the coroner, in his
Some of the measures which the bill introduces and whicinquiry, was quite scathing of security officers in South
will ensure that crowd controllers abide by strict standards oRustralia. So, | am very pleased to see this legislation before
conduct include the narrowing of the definition of ‘authorisedthis place. Certainly, as shadow minister for consumer affairs,
person’ so that only licensees, responsible persons, polid&m more than happy to see the introduction of this legisla-
officers or other persons approved by the Liquor andion, which hopefully will be enacted as soon as possible.
Gambling Commissioner will have the power to use force to Dean Eustice was an absolutely charming fellow and he
remove persons or prevent entry. This will ensure that onljras a lovely family. | used to door-knock his home in
people who have the appropriate training and who thereforBunrobin Road, Warradale. Dean would not have hurt a fly,
possess the appropriate knowledge, skills and experience wilhd this is a classic example of why we need to look at
be able to use force. Furthermore, authorised persons who usentrolling security officers and bouncers—and | will talk
force will also be required to record removals. more about bouncers in a minute. Coroner Wayne Chivell's
The bill also widens the grounds for disciplinary actioncomments were to the effect that it is an absolute legal
against authorised persons. This will ensure that crowdhinefield out there when it comes to what security officers
controllers who fail to exercise their responsibilities or exceedan do, their powers of arrest and detention, their over use of
their authority can be reprimanded. The bill vests theforce, and certainly their levels of training. It is good to see
Commissioner for Consumer Affairs with the power to that the Attorney is bringing in this legislation, because there
suspend a security licence upon a licensee being charged witias been some talk for nearly 12 months now about this. |
a prescribed offence. This will ensure that crowd controllersongratulate him on that. The opposition is supporting the
who are charged with serious offences, such as assault apdnciple of the bill. | think that one minor amendment has
drug offences, can be removed from this occupation withoubeen proposed. It is now a matter of getting this legislation
unnecessary delays. through so that it can be enacted and this industry can be
The bill also enables the random drug and alcohol testingontrolled.
of people who hold security licences. Such measures are a Atarecent meeting at Glenelg attended by the police, the
response to the inherent dangers that a crowd controller whtetty Road Main Street Board and some of the local hoteliers
is under the influence of alcohol or drugs presents to thand licensees, serious issues regarding the influence of
wider public. One of the things that emerged from the drug®rganised crime in that area were discussed. In his second
summit was the impact that the consumption of amphetareading explanation the minister talked about the intelligence
mines has on human behaviour, particularly the aggravatiothat the South Australia Police has, and the involvement of
of aggressive behaviour. It is clear that a person under therganised crime and bikie gangs in the security industry,
influence of drugs or alcohol is more likely to act aggressivecertainly as bouncers. Itis a tragic indictment on our society
ly. Therefore, it is crucial that crowd controllers, who arewhen such elements come into legitimate industries: they
often involved in situations of conflict, do not illegally use muscle in (no pun intended) and then use their position to sell
such substances. Under the new measures, if a crowdfugs. They use standover tactics and, basically, act like the
controller is found to have traces of any proscribed drug oscum that they are. It cannot be tolerated by anybody, and
any trace of alcohol while on duty, their licence will be certainly all members in this place will not tolerate it. No
cancelled. matter what the cost to them personally, they will stand up in
Finally, the Commissioner for Consumer Affairs will also this place and say exactly what needs to be done—and | hope
be given the power to order crowd controllers or applicanthey do that for the memory of people such as Dean Eustice.
for a security licence to undergo psychological assessment to A young fellow at Marion Shopping Centre, again, was
demonstrate their fitness to hold a licence. This will help techased by security guards. He jumped over a low wall (he
ensure that people who have a tendency to use unnecesstrgught) but the problem was that on the other side of the low
violence or who are considered mentally unsound to perforrwall there was a drop of 30 or 40 feet down to a car park. |
such duties are stamped out of the industry. am not sure whether he died or whether he was seriously
These measures will therefore ensure that crowd controinjured but, once again, these security guards were way out
lers are subject to the strictest standards and regulations in thécontrol. The effect of this bill in licensing not only crowd
country in relation to their appointment, behaviour andcontrollers but also security officers is something that |
conduct. It is hoped that, by introducing these strict regulacertainly applaud. Regarding the police using intelligence,
tions, crowd controllers will get the message that there is zerthere are some people who have concerns about this secret
tolerance for inappropriate links or behaviours within Southintelligence but | do not, because | know from discussions
Australia. | commend the government for a bill that will with the police how these outlaw motorcycle gangs, their
ensure the increased safety of all South Australians, partic@ssociates and others in the organised crime networks work.
larly our young people. By reducing the resources ofNobody will stand and be counted under normal circum-
organised crime within South Australia, as well as ensuringtances when your life can be threatened, your family can be
that crowd controllers act in an appropriate manner, | als¢hreatened and your business can be threatened. So in terms
expect that this legislation will reduce the amount of am-of giving intelligence in secrecy in this particular case, | do
phetamine on the market in South Australia. trust the police to do the right thing. | know that the Commis-
sioner of Consumer Affairs and the Liquor and Gambling
Dr McFETRIDGE (Morphett): We hear a lotaboutthe Commissioner will do the right thing as well. It is very
tragic death of David Hookes but we had only a moment ofmportant that we do not allow these ‘road rage lunatics to get
notice about the death of one of my constituents, Deaout there and use their muscle to boost their own egos at the



1668 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Wednesday 16 February 2005

cost of members of the community, particularly youngThat is very true: that is what is happening out there at the

people, in and around licensed venues. moment. InThe Advertiser of 24 August, there is a quote
The crowd controllers (also known as bouncers) are a re&iom journalist David Howard, who states:

issue. My adult children have related many stories to me of - But following people outside and giving them a *hiding’ is not

their going to licensed venues and witnessing and, in ongart of a bouncer’s job. Unfortunately, it happens. Frequently.

case, having been subject to the ridiculous requests arrpmetimes really serious injury is caused.

actions of bouncers. My daughter was in a queue outside@nce again, | quote the case of the young fellow who leapt

licensed nightclub in the city, and there was a telephone jusiver the fence.

inside the entrance. My daughter asked to use that telephone, an honourable member interjecting:

anﬁl thebbm;]ncer said no. I\lllwll not rse the exacktIWﬁr%s he salud Dr McFETRIDGE: | have been informed that David

toﬁ ber,h ut clafwas ngt ?{[ all comp |mer|1taLy. S ? adto Wﬁ.'ﬂoward is the President of the Law Society—obviously, a

off by herself around the streets to telephone from a publig,, 1, \who knows what he is talking about.

telephone to find out why her friends were running late. That An honourable ber interiecting:

is the very small tip of the iceberg. Just two weeks ago, my ) J 9

daughter and her friends witnessed an incident in a hotel Df MCFETRIDGE: He would not like to be called a

involving a drunk. | had a mate who was an angry drunk, angPurmno- We will walk away from that one. !n the Editorial in

there is nothing worse than an angry drunk. Unfortunately, hlfaAd\{emser of 22 January 2004, the Editor commented as

some of the people that these bouncers have to deal with, quB ows:

are on booze and probably on drugs as well, are not very In South Australia alone, there are several cases before the courts

pleasant. However, as was statedThre Advertiser at one N which victims who were beaten within an inch of their life are

stage, bouncers have to learn to use their mouths and thdfking action against the bouncers who attacked them.
Police figures showing 34 bouncers faced assault charges last

brains, not just their muscles. . year and another 53 in 2002 should also have had alarm bells ringing
This particular incident in a hotel occurred whilst my loudly. In Victoria, more than 50 people are seeking compensation

daughter and her friends were there. A drunken guy upséfter being assaulted by bouncers.

someone else, and there was a bit of pushing and shovingunderstand that there are some civil cases, and | now
The next thing, the bouncers came in and inflamed theecollect the case where the fellow was chased at Marion, and
situation. In the end, about 20 people were involved—nohe jumped over the fence. He is actually suing the security
trying to beat up each other but trying to protect the initialcompany for damages. The Editorialihe Advertiser goes
protagonists from the bouncers. That is a classic example @ to state:

where the bouncers’ attitude was, Th,e deed is done. We will There is no place in the security industry for anyone prone to
worry about the consequences Iater: The need for bounce{glence or unable to control their temper. Bouncers should not
to be controlled and watched by the licensees or the managtacture skulls, break noses or give people who give them a bit of
ment is something that cannot be reinforced. The need faheek a black eye.

them to be psychologically tested goes without saying. The goes on:

need for them to be drug tested is an absolute necessity. Premier Rann’s plans for closer police scrutiny of licence

I'had a guy come into my veterinary clinic once: | knew applicants will help, but more stringent training initiatives and tests
he was a bouncer, because | had seen him at a local hotel. K@l help identify potential hotheads

came in with the excuse that he had a horse with sorgys is going to be implemented by the psychological testing
muscles, and he wanted steroids for this horse. | advised highq the drug testing.

that, if he took steroids, he would end up with big muscles On Thursday 22 January 2004, Nigel Hunt (I know Nigel:
but his vital parts would end up'shrunken and.his.; Iiveryvou!dne is a top journo) pointed out th:,at there are 5 973 Iicenséd
end up cancerous. | do not‘ think he was thinking with hIScrowd controllers in South Australia and 148 licensed
Lo road.rage that takes hold of Songk mpanies. Last year, the Office of Business and Consumer
of th_ese bouncersis a time bomb; they are out of control. Yo ffairs took action against nine of them for matters, including
see it with the Hookes incident and other incidents. A norm rug offences, but none related to violence. | know that would
person should be psychologically able to cope with abuse, e ecayse the Commissioner, Mr Bodycoat, is not doing
Our police offlc_ers do it every day; | would not have their job his job. He is an excellent Commi’ssioner. | knoW that with
for any money in the world. The bouncers do not seem to bﬁis increased powers he will be able to do his job to a greater
able to cope with tha}t sort of abuse. If you cannot stand thaegree. As | said before, | trust him and the other commis-
heat, get out of the kitchen. Surely, they know what they argjonerq 1 implement this legislation to make sure that it is
getting into. But, no, they do not. They getin there, and they,so i 1 4o what it aims to do: that is, to control the security

use their muscles, not their brains. industry, bouncers and crowd controllers.

As | understand it, _th|s bill will provide adequate safety This legislation has one or two bits that need tightening
checks for patrons of licensed venues, and | want that for m p, according to my colleagues in the upper house, but they
children anq all young peoplg who are ffeq“e”“”g license ré minor issues. | support the legislation with tHe small
X(anuet_s. Artllleelz w;l’he_l Ag\é(e)rilsetrh b”Rg Itt hl(_)me.HIntT?e proviso that we talk about the handling of police intelligence.
n ver '.S? 0 ptnd » the Australian HOtelIers - athough we trust the police and their intelligence, it may be

Ssociauon was quoted as saying: that we need a little bit of assistance to be given to the

We don't need to teach them to be tougher or to go to the gymgommissioners to use that intelligence as intelligently as they
we need to teach them to use their mouths and their brains to deﬂeﬁbssibly can. | will say no more, other than that Dean Eustice
verbally the sort of abuse that they will get from the public. will not have died for nothing if his demise has been instru-
The association goes on to say: mental in instigating this legislation. People like Dean Eustice

There is the perception Security don’t treat them (young peop|e§hould not become the victims of these out-of-control Security
with respect or hear their side of the story. agents and crowd controllers.
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Mr SNELLING (Playford): I rise briefly to express my Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): In moving this
support for the bill. Over a number of years, the securitycontingent notice of motion, my purpose is to expand the bill
industry has become increasingly dominated by outlaveo as to address my more detailed amendments which have
motorcycle gangs. This bill will go some way towards to do with the anomaly in section 24 of the parent act (the
breaking down the outlaw motorcycle gangs’ grip on theParliamentary Committees Act) and which require an
security industry. The nexus that currently exists betweewpposition member or a person appointed to the committee
outlaw motorcycle gangs and the security industry needs tisom a group led by the Leader of the Opposition to be
be broken. I think this bill will go a long way towards present, so that it be extended beyond the present require-
achieving that. ment—that is, for a committee of five—to committees of

more than five. | spoke to this amendment last night in my

Mr KOUTSANTONIS (West Torrens): | will also be  second reading contribution and | made the point that there
brief. 1 fully support this measure, and | applaud the opposiis an anomaly in the existing act. We have this, | think,
tion for supporting it. | have received a lot of complaints from peculiar situation whereby a committee such as the Public
young members of my sub-branch and from family andNorks Committee (which, as we heard last night from its
friends about the behaviour of some of these people, especighalir, is a very effective, productive and cooperative commit-
ly towards young men who are lining up outside, oftentee which seems to work in a spirit of bipartisanship) is
standing in line for hours, while someone who knowsrequired, in accordance with the act, to have a member
someone in the club or young women are given preferentigepresenting the Leader of the Opposition present to form a
treatment and young men kept outside. quorum. But, conversely, we have a situation where the

MsBreuer: That's sad. Economic and Finance Committee, which has seven mem-

! o . . bers—and, of course, other committees—do not require a
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Well, it is sad. Itis not fa_ur_ ON " member ofthe opposition to be present before a quorum can
a lot of these young people who spend a lot of time lining up

L think d llers like havi le lini i be called. | think that needs to be rectified.

ﬂg INK Crow conttrodgrs ke afvlr:tg petppe mlr;grhp outside A5 | argued last night, the strength of parliamentary
ese venues—itadds an air of attraciveness 1o theé VeNUeSgg ., yittees js that they are parliamentary committees. They

but the way they select people is appalling. | think this bill

iah | ds cleant h ¢ Iare vehicles of the appointing house. They are not vehicles
might go a long way towards cleaning up the type of peoplg, ¢ geq by one political party or another or by the govern-

CAflnt acting alone or by the opposition acting alone. They are
to be used by both parties—by the house, in fact—and,
_ indeed, in many cases, by Independents, who form part of
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON  (Attorney-General): | those committees. They are committees of the house that has
thank all members who have participated in the debate, anghpointed them. We know that any committee report that has
I thank the opposition for its support. When the law comes, minority associated with it is diminished. The reports that
into effect, many crowd controllers will be required to leaverea)ly matter are the ones where the committee as a whole has
the industry. Therefore, we will have fewer crowd controllersagreed on the recommendations contained therein. They are
in South Australia and probably fewer than we need, becausge committee reports that the parliament, the public and the
it is an important vocation for the reasons outlined by thenegia can pick up and say, ‘Here is something that we need
member for Morphett. What this means is that crowdg ook at seriously.’ | would extend that to say that any act,
controllers will have to be paid more and receive bettefea|ly, by a committee acting on the basis of only one
working conditions. That is the inexorable law of the labourpjitical party's representation, is an act that carries far less
market, and that | think will be a wholly good thing. I will not \yejght and is of far less worth than an act of a committee
move any amendments in this place, but | foreshadow that thghere at least one representative of the opposition has been
government will move amendments in another place. It woulghresent,
be most unsatisfactory if a person could initiate a private gy moving my amendment, which will be enabled if this
prosecution against a crowd controller for assault and havgontingent notice of motion passes, | will seek to rectify this
the effect under this proposal of depriving the crowdanomaly and ensure that all committees of the house—and,
controller of his livelihood. So, we will be moving to confine jngeed, all committees of the parliament—have the same
charges to those laid by police or the Office of the Director, qyision that presently exists in clause 24(2) part A so as to

people there rather than the thugs that we have now.

of Public Prosecutions. ensure that the opposition is represented.
Bill read a second time and taken through its remaining | think | know from the second reading contributions what
stages. the arguments coming forth from the government will be in
Mr MEIER: Mr Speaker, | draw your attention to the Opposition to my proposition. We had a bit of a test of that
state of the house. last night from the member for Enfield. | am delighted that

we did not get into the pooey nappies or some of the other
picturesque rhetoric that sometimes bursts forth from the
member for Enfield: we seemed to stay on the subject. But

A quorum having been formed:

PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEES (PUBLIC the thrust of his concern was, ‘Oh my God, if a member of

WORKS) AMENDMENT BILL the opposition was required before a quorum could be

. ) . . formed, whoever the opposition might happen to be'—it
Adjourned motion of Hon. Mr Hamilton-Smith: might very well be the member for Enfield and his party—

That it be an instruction to the committee of the whole of the ~ The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Waite needs to
house that it have power to consider amendments relating to themember that the debate at this point is whether to allow the
functions of the Economic and Finance Committee and procedurignourable member to have the motion for the purposes of
atmeetings of parliamentary standing committees. instructing the committee to consider a new clause deter-

(Continued from 15 February. Page 1635.) mined, not the merits or otherwise of that clause. That comes
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during the course of the debate upon it. We are now arguinginance Committee, but other standing committees, to be
that the honourable member should be allowed to move thgenuinely bipartisan; or do they want to leave arrangements
merits of the case in support of the proposition; that theas they are? If members want to leave arrangements as they
honourable member be allowed to make this as an instructicere so that one party, if you like, the government of the day
to the committee. (whatever party itis), can hijack the committee process, then
Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: Yes. they will oppose the contingent notice of motion but, if they
The SPEAKER: The honourable member should are genuinely committed to Westminster parliamentary
presumably be canvassing why it is desirable—not givinglemocracy, if they want to consider these amendments and
reasons for or against the proposition—that the committe# they really want to ensure that we have a truly open and
consider the proposition. It is merely a matter then of havingipartisan parliament, then they will agree to the contingent
the whole house instruct the committee to consider th@otice of motion so that my amendments can be dealt with.
proposition that he would want to move. The motionistodo Thatis the simple choice. The opposition will be support-
that. ing my proposition. It is up to the government (the Labor
Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: Thank you for your guidance, Party) and the so-called Independent members to decide
Mr Speaker, and | understand your direction clearly. Howwhether they want to deal with this matter today. | appeal to
ever, | seek further guidance, because my understandingtisem to do so. | commend the contingent notice of motion to
that, should my contingent notice of motion fail, | will not the house. My second address dealt in detail with the issues,
have an opportunity to talk to my other amendments. and | ask that it be agreed to.
The SPEAKER: Itis entirely proper that the honourable
member understand that he will not have that opportunity, TheHon. PF. CONLON (Minigter for Infrastructure):
because it would be highly disorderly otherwise. TheThe government certainly does not agree to the motion and
honourable member would know and hardly needs me téhe suggestion that the amendments should be made cognate
remind him, but for the benefit of other members | would saywith the bill. | will say no more than that, except it is
that it is still open to him of course to bring in a private necessary to answer some of the comments of the member for
member’s bill, which would separately amend the act in théVaite. He can quote a lot of weasel words and motherhood
fashion which he seeks to have it considered when we go intstatements about openness, bipartisanship and making things
committee. work. The simple truth is this, sir: the points made by the
Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: Thank you, sir, and, indeed, member for Waite do not enter quite properly in the debate
| acknowledge your guidance. In seeking to persuadéutthey need to be answered. The point that was made is that
members of the house to agree to my contingent notice dfis amendment would mean that the opposition would always
motion, | am alerting them to the reasons why | propose th&ave to be present. However, what we have seen, sir—and |
contingent notice of motion. 1 will be brief and to the point. am sure you have noted it, sir—in recent times was the
As you can see from my motion, it does ask that it be armember for Waite refusing to allow a witness to give
instruction to the committee of the whole of the house that ievidence because he did not want it to proceed. It was the
have power to consider amendments relating to the functiorigost ghastly, unsightly performance—
of the Economic and Finance Committee and procedure at Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: Mr Speaker, | rise on a point
meetings of parliamentary standing committees. | anof order. My point of order is to do with privilege. The
assuming that members want to know why | would movenminister is referring to a most serious matter of privilege that
such a contingent notice of motion and why | would seek tovas before the house and he is reflecting on events linked to
go in the direction of these other matters. that matter of privilege. The debate has been had and I just
The SPEAK ER: The opportunity to convince them of the ask you to rule as to whether or not that is relevant.
merits of that will come should they decide, on balance, that The SPEAKER: Notwithstanding the fact that there is no
it is something that needs to be debated at this time. question of privilege involved here, the minister is far wide
Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: Yes, sir. | am making an of the ambit necessary and should not reflect on the proceed-
appeal to members to agree to this contingent notice dhgs in the committee at this point where there is no report
motion because, if they do agree to it, this house will have afrom the committee, nor was there any remark or report from
opportunity to debate the amendment standing in my naméhe presiding member of the committee, if such a thing
which specifically calls for committees of more than five occurred. Leave it alone.
members to require a member of the opposition to be present. The Hon. P.F. CONLON: Thank you, sir. All | will say
Of course, it would also mean that the likelihood of either thes that, if you are going to talk the talk on bipartisanship,
opposition or the government holding meetings on their owrmaking committees work and openness, you have to walk the
would be averted: there would be representation from botiwvalk. That is the only point | will make. The suggestion for
sides. | think it is important to deal with this matter throughthe improvement of this bill would be to ensure that, any time
this contingent notice of motion as part of a government billan opposition member wants to stop a committee of the
Regrettably, if | move a private member’s motion, then itparliament from continuing its business, they simply do not
is possible that the government could leave it languishing oattend. | have to say we have seen the form and we will not
the Notice Paper for a considerable period unattended but, byagree to it: it is as simple as that.
bringing it before the house as part of this bill, the house will  The house divided on the motion:

have an opportunity to make a decision on whether it wants AYES (17)

to extend this openness to all committees now as part of a Brown, D. C. Buckby, M. R.

government bill, and that is why | have done it in this way. Chapman, V. A. Evans, I. F.

In fact | did consider a private member’s bill in the first Goldsworthy, R. M. Gunn, G. M.

instance. Hall, J. L. Hamilton-Smith, Ntelled)
The simple decision in moving this motion is: do members Kotz, D. C. Matthew, W. A.

want the committees, and particularly the Economic and McFetridge, D. Meier, E. J.
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AYES (cont.) modification occur, and that modification is 30 per cent of the
Penfold, E. M. Redmond, I. M. cost of the whole job, such computer projects will never be
Scalzi, G. Venning, I. H. referred to the Public Works Committee.
Williams, M. R.

If the agency buys $10 million worth of software, and has

. NOES (23) no changes made to that software, then that project will not
Atkinson, M. J. Bedford, F. E. go to the Public Works Committee. If it buys $10 million
Breuer, L. R. Caica, P. worth of software and has changes made to it that comprise
Ciccarello, V. Conlon, P. F. (teller) $2 million (only 20 per cent of the total cost of the project)
Foley, K. O. Geraghty, R. K. that will never make it to the Public Works Committee even
Hanna, K. Key, S. W. though there is a $10 million expenditure that lies unscruti-
Koutsantonis, T. Lomax-Smith, J. D. nised. If an agency buys software in this way, there is a
Mf';\y\ivald, K. A. McEwen, R. J. dilemma on how you determine what is changed and what is
O'Brien, M. F. Rankiiie, J. M. not changed; for example, at the very basic level, most
Rau, J. R. Snelling, J. J. computer software companies will tailor their software even
Stevens, L. Such, R. B. to a minor extent. There will be a welcome screen to the user
Thompson, M. G. Weatherill, J. W. which might be agency or business specific. That is a
Wright, M. J. modification; how do they separate out the cost of that?

. PAIR(S) Amendments to the software are likely to be made available
Kerin, R. G. Rann, M. D. in the future. That would be included underneath part of the
Brokenshire, R. L. White, P. L. contract in normal process. How do you define that at the
Brindal, M. K. Hill, J. D. start? Effectively, it is going to involve, in its present form,
Majority of 6 for the noes. a lot of projects not getting up; equally, it is going to involve

Motion thus negatived. a number of bureaucrats and software companies going
In committee. through the composition of their cost structure to determine
Clauses 1 to 3 passed. exactly how much of that cost structure might be specialised,
Clause 4. as distinct from off the shelf, to see whether or not this 30 per
TheHon. W.A. MATTHEW: | move: cent mark is reached.

Page 2, lines 13 to 15—Delete lines and substitute: My amendment takes this back to the pure form. The pure

Computing project means a project involving the purchaseform simply is that, if you have a computer project of size,
O e cea S pioce. &10Ue hat t is falr and reasonable tha it goes (0 the
software modificgtion, IDsoftware devélopment, F::abling,SEC,onom'C and Flnance Committee. | argue thatitis eqyally
building work, furnishings, associated labour costs, consulvalid for something to go before the Public Works Committee
tancy fees and equipment; if that software package is $10 million in public expenditure

Page 3, subclause (3)(b), delete ‘software development’.  with no modification, or, if it is $10 million worth of public
This amendment comes about because of the way in whicgxpenditure with $3 million of that being modification, or, if
computing software development is defined in the amendtis $10 million worth of public expenditure with $5 million
ment the government has before us. As | indicated in myf that being modification, the issue surely is that the original
second reading speech, the opposition supports the intent $10 million expenditure should be a valid and appropriate
the government to have computing projects referred to thene?

Public Works Committee, and we agree that computing To take this to another dimension, at the moment the
projects, particularly over the last couple of decades, havgoyernment makes considerable purchase from Microsoft,
changed so much in nature and become so integral to théq that is usually done through one overall contract. It may
business of government and, indeed, business throughout oy that the government or departments decide that instead of
community, thatitis |r'np0rtantthata.committee siich as th%ubscribing to Microsoft software they may use other
Public Works Committee has scrutiny of such importantspftware instead; for example, they may decide to buy Lotus
projects. . . . . _Notes from IBM, and that would involve some fairly
However, the way in which this particular amendment issjgnificant expenditure by government—significant funds
written is so prescriptive as to have the effect of actualljexpended for software refreshment—but it is off the shelf so
eliminating a whole range of computer projects fromthat means that, as it stands, with the wording that govern-
consideration. The way in which the government's bill isment has in its bill, that will not get picked up in this net. So,
before us prescribes that a computing software developmenim saying that | commend the government's intent to bring
project is one where more than 30 per cent of the cost of theignificant computing projects before the Public Works
project is attributable to work involved in development or committee but | am suggesting that the intent as defined in
modification of software. In the firstinstance, thatis particuthe second reading speech is not being met by the what the
larly difficult to define. For example, it may be that a government has before this committee. Therefore, | am
government agency wishes to implement a new humagytting forward to the committee that, instead of defining a
resources system, and that human resources system is for@mputing software project that needs to go to the committee,

agency that may have 10 000 employees and, to process thgé define a computing project and that that project be defined
system, there is a need to purchase a significant amount g meaning:

computer hardware and, obviously, the software package. In o _ _
addition to the software that drives the human resources Cﬁnp(;%ggt Lgv?mg‘%%e ggr’\%‘:aesse ?;g%?ﬁ;"gg%e;&fe?f ﬁg’:&%{g&g
management, software also diives the computer. All of t.hatsFoftwaue products, software modification, software developmenf,
needs to be bundled together in one cost, but the way this pling, building work, furnishings, associated labour costs,

prescribed, unless that agency has requested that significahsultancy fees and equipment.
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I have specified those things because they are all routineipvolving the Courts Administration Authority, the then
part of computing projects. | have specified three differentiepartment of industrial affairs, the then department for
things in relation to software: software products, to cover off-community welfare, the Attorney-General's Department, the
the-shelf purchases; software modifications, to cover off-theBepartment for Correctional Services and the police. So, it
shelf purchases that may be modified or, indeed, an existingas five justice agencies plus industrial courts.

system that may be extensively upgraded and therefore be In fact, the software would do nothing like what was said,
considered to be modified; and software development, tand | know that because | was present at the very first
cover systems which may be developed from scratch, ameeting of five people employed to manage this project.
government, too, has done from time to time and, | am suréfter the first one-hour meeting, the five of us turned to each
will continue to do. other and said, ‘This software will not do what they believe

Equally, consultancy fees need to be included, becausewill do.’ Therefore, | would argue that if any one of the five
significant consultancy work often needs to be undertaken fasf us had been called before a Public Works Committee
government in developing computer software. Consultanchearing and asked to give evidence, any one of us would have
will normally take the form of, initially, a computer consult- said, ‘This software will not do what the government has
ing company to do an initial overview, which will then bring been told it will do.” So, on day one we indicated that the
in a team, usually analysts, who will undertake the businesgroject was under-budgeted and that we expected it was by
analysis of the agency, and that work is often needed tmillions of dollars. That is very serious, and | have no doubt
define the full extent of the purchase. These are all things th#ltat that could well be part of the reason the government
could blow out, and could blow out quite significantly. brings forward this amendment.

I would like to give a specific example, and it is rather | will put this to the minister because, in fairness, the
interesting that | am in a position to give this example,minister has not seen it until now. | put the amendment
because it is one of the very reasons that | am in parliamenbgether only today and, therefore, | think it only reasonable
today. Most members are aware that | come out of thé¢hat the minister take further counsel on it if he wishes to do
information technology industry. The last project | workedso. | am quite comfortable if the minister indicates that he
on was, in fact, a state government project, and it was theishes to do that; or, if he wishes to accept, that is fine.
Justice Information System. It was a good projectin concept; TheHon. P.F. Conlon: What is the third option?
in fact, it was a Labor government project and, | repeat, a TheHon. WA. MATTHEW: If the minister wishes to
good project in concept. However, the project was poorlyeject it, then clearly there will be significant further advice,
presented to parliament through the budget process; in fadiecause | believe that this issue is absolutely fundamental to
I would argue that it was poorly presented to its minister, thegyood governance, particularly for a Labor government that
Hon. Chris Sumner, in his role as the then attorney-generahas fallen foul of a computer project before.

The bureaucrats and the former attorney-general are well The Hon. P.F. Conlon interjecting:

aware of my views on this, because we discussed it privately. The CHAIRMAN: Order!

| believe he was poorly served by his agency, and we saw a TheHon. W.A. MATTHEW: The minister interjected
significant cost blow-out occur that | believe would not havethat we should not go down people’s track records of
occurred if proper assessment had been undertaken. software procurement, and | indicate to the minister that

The end result of that project was that it was broughisoftware procurement is procurement by government. During
before the equivalent of today’s Economic and Financehe time of the Liberal party in government, the software that
Committee, the then Public Accounts Committee, and avas procured that had significant widespread ramifications
number of fundamental problems were found with thatwas the purchase of Microsoft software. In fact, it was a
particular project. The project essentially initially involved mandated software for all of government. It is my very firm
the purchase of computer software for the purpose ofiew that it would have been appropriate to have a parliamen-
development. The software purchased was Cullinet softwargary scrutiny process for that.

Cullinet, an American company, provided the software Mr Koutsantonisinterjecting:

development tools for this particular project—a good TheHon. W.A. MATTHEW: The member indicates that
company and a good product, | might add. The mainframekwas the minister and asks why | did not ensure that it
purchased were Fujitsu mainframes using their operatingappened. There was no statutory requirement for that to
system—again, good products and good software. Howeveogccur. For the benefit of the member, the premier at the time
the problem was that the message given to the then attornewas the Hon. Dean Brown, and it was a very good purchase
general, the Hon. Chris Sumner, by the bureaucrats as to tldecision, one that has withstood the scrutiny of time, and time
capability of the software was, frankly, blatantly andin all of these things is the best scrutiny. There were other
knowingly wrong. In other words, the then attorney-generabystems that were purchased such as the Concept human
was given wrong information. resources system. That is one which was purchased for multi-

In my view, had there been scrutiny at that time, in thegovernment agencies and which may well have been a good
infancy of that project, the information that was never givenone to have such scrutiny on. So, to arrest the concerns of
to the attorney-general would have been brought out by thahembers who feel that the Public Works Committee would
process and what amounted to a significant cost blow-out faget bogged down on these purchases, those of this magnitude
government would have been avoided. What in fact had beeare not everyday purchases. The government does not
advocated to the then attorney and, therefore, repeated by hipnrchase multi-million dollars worth of software on a daily
in the parliament was that the software development tools thditasis. These are the sorts of purchases that might happen
were going to be used for this project were third generatiothree, four, five or six times over a four-year term. | do not
of a sort not used before in Australia, and they would enableelieve that any government should be afraid of such
the development process for this project, a considerablgcrutiny. | think that it is imperative to the process of good
complicated project involving five government agencies. ligovernance, and | would certainly be interested in the
was essentially a judicial and offender tracking systemminister’s view in relation to the amendment.
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The Hon. P.F. CONLON: My advice to the member for been collected in order to formulate this bill. So, the
Bright is that the example that he gave would be covered byninister’s officers would, | expect, be in possession of
the clause that we have provided to the house. The probleinformation as to how many such computing projects they
with the wording of the member for Bright is that it would would expect to have referred to the committee. They would
bring every off-the-shelf purchase of a substantial size beforkenow how many such projects have occurred over recent
the Public Works Committee, which | think misconceives theyears, and | dare say they would know how many such
role of that committee. There is, within government, scrutinyprojects would be covered by the breadth of the amendment
for off-the-shelf purchases as well, in the sense that they mugitat | propose. One thing gives me great concern, and that is
abide by the strictures of the State Supply Board and the othéor the minister to compare the purchase of computing
procurement rules. It simply misconceives the function of thesoftware with the purchase of stationery. They are very
Public Works Committee to suggest that every off-the-shelflifferent purchases, and that is to either trivialise or under-
purchase should come before it, any more than we wouldstimate the effect that computer software can have on a
bring before it the purchase of $10 million worth of station- business and the effect that a poor purchase can have on the
ery. We have attempted find a happy balance where thosdficient operation of a business
projects that require scrutiny because of their complexity and | do not believe that it is unwieldy, and | do not believe
potential impact, such as the example given by the membehat it is in any way irresponsible, to suggest that the purchase
for Bright, would come before it. However, we do not seeof significant amounts of software from a company ought be
how the working of parliament or government procurementeferred to a committee. In fact, | am surprised that this very
is assisted by bringing off-the-shelf purchases before thamendment was never put forward in the previous parliament
committee. by either the Labor Party or the Democrats, because both

TheHon. W.A. MATTHEW: Sir, | require your parties have been going on about this for years. Indeed, the
guidance at this juncture. | wish to ask the minister a numbenow Treasurer regularly used to stand up in this house and
of questions in relation to his clause. Is it your intention thatoemoan the purchases that were made of various items of
my amendment be debated first and, if that is unsuccessfudpmputing software. What this amendment does is to
debate then occur around the minister’s clause, or is it youacilitate the very arguments that for eight years we heard in
intention that they be debated and questioned concurrentlyRis chamber and the other place. Indeed, we still hear these

TheCHAIRMAN: We will deal with the amendments in arguments in the other place, particularly from the Demo-
order first. So, we are dealing with your amendment. crats.

TheHon. W.A. MATTHEW: If | may then, | ask the This has been put forward not for mischievous reasons,
minister: is he able to advise the committee precisely hovbut for reason of good governance. If the minister does not
many computer software purchases of $10 million or morevant to participate in responsible debate and is not interested
there have been over the past four or five years? in good governance, so be it: it will be rectified in another

TheHon. P.F. CONLON: | think that the member for place. | daresay that this house will then be forced to consider
Bright misconceives not only the role of the Public Worksit again. | put the offer to the minister that, in view of the
Committee but also what you just told him. I think | should short time frame he has been given to consider this bill, if he
be asking him questions about his amendment, not him askingants to take the amendment away and consider it back in the
me questions about the clause. We can do that when we hagther place, | will happily withdraw the amendment on that
finished with his amendment. basis today so that it can be considered in another place. Of

TheHon. W.A. MATTHEW: It would seem that the course, if the minister wants to reject it outright, that is his
spirit of good governance vanishes rapidly in this chambeoption. However, that is where my intent lies.
after the last three years, and during that time. When amend- TheHon. P.F. CONLON: In relation to the remarks
ments are moved and ministers make broad, sweepingade by the member for Bright that we are not interested in
statements, it does not help good debate. The ministeyood governance, but he is because he has brought forward
believes that the clause | am putting forward is cumbersomehis amendment, | really wish | could meet someone who
would put extraordinary effort before the Public Works took the member for Bright as seriously as he takes himself.
Committee and does not do the Public Works Committed hat would be a red letter day. If the member for Bright is so
justice, but he cannot even tell the Public Works Committeénterested in good governance, he would not have wasted his
how many referrals there may be. Maybe he can say that oveine years in government. He asked me how many were
the last five years there would not have been any. referred in the past. He said that | should know, and | do.

TheHon. P.F. CONLON: | rise on a point of order, sir:  None were referred, because we are creating the jurisdiction
| come back to the point. The member for Bright is proposingor the first time.
an amendment. It is up to the member for Bright to explain  The Hon. WA. Matthew interjecting:
why his amendment would work. It is not up to me to provide The Hon. P.F. CONLON: | see. The member wants to
the information to argue the case for the member for Bright'«know how many there would have been if a certain set of
amendment. circumstances had existed. That is something we refer to as

The CHAIRMAN: Within the committee the member can a hypothetical question, which, of course, is out of order
explore options and raise questions. It is up to the ministeunder standing orders, unless the member would like to
how he or she responds, but the member can legitimatekyxplain to me that standing orders have somehow changed.
canvass aspects of his amendment. The member should not make snide remarks about good

TheHon. W.A. MATTHEW: Thank you, sir. As | was governance, open debate or dealing fairly with debate when
trying to illustrate, the simple fact is that the process of goode does not know what he is talking about. It is simply out of
governance is assisted by the exchange of informatiorarder—and it would be out of order for me, to answer a
Clearly, through the sources of advice freely available to himguestion about what would happen if a certain set of circum-
the minister has a far greater opportunity to avail himself ostances had existed in the past when, in fact, they did not. |
such information, and clearly that information should havedo not know whether there is a better definition of a hypo-
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thetical set of circumstances than that. | say to the membeworks bill of that nature at that time. One thing I do full well
none have been referred in the past because Labor is creatirggall is that the Public Works Committee of the last govern-
a new jurisdiction for scrutiny. The member wants to lecturement was processing in the vicinity of up 100 matters per
me about governance after nine years of failing to scrutinisannum, or thereabouts. | know that under this government
projects over and over again and failing to do the thing we aréhere have been about 35 over three years. That is quite a
doing here today. difference in volume. Part of that, and probably the major
The member comes in to this place and says that we ameason, is a drop in activity in public works.
not into good governance, because we will not do more; we The other reason is because the government has just
will not let him bring every off-the-shelf purchase into public stymied its processes. To answer the minister’s question, that
works. The member for Bright does not have a singlds probably the major reason why we did not do it or why that
compelling argument for this. | do not need to go away tonever occurred at that time, but it does not change the fact
think about it. We are the party that has created the possibilitthat this amendment provides proper probity and accounta-
for scrutiny of these deals. We know the track record on théility of computing purchases by government, not purchases
other side. We know the Motorola deal; we know how manylike a pen or a pencil—for the minister’'s benefit—but
years it took to drag out the truth in relation to that matter. Socomputing software purchases. If the minister wishes to
do not come in here with snide remarks about good goverrdismiss it tonight, so be it, as long as he does so in the
ance and open debate, when you lost the then premidtnowledge that there is every chance that it will come back
because he would not tell the truth about software deals. from the other place to be debated again.

Mr Scalz interjecting: TheHon.|.P.LEWIS: | am amused somewhat by the
The CHAIRMAN: Order! The member for Hartley is out proposition that comes before us, because it relies upon
of order. everybody knowing and having a common understanding of
Ms Thompson interjecting: the meaning of the words ‘computing’ and ‘computer’, which
The CHAIRMAN: Order! the member for Reynell is out are not defined in the Acts Interpretation Act or the Parlia-
of order. | encourage the— mentary Committees Act. Let me tell you, Mr Chairman—
Mr Scalz interjecting: and may other honourable members in the course of my

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The member for Hartley has remarks take an interest in this—that in the minds of some
been cautioned already. | advise and encourage the committpeople a computer is a piece of equipment that sits on the
not to go down the path of making remarks which do not helglesk where they work, but it is equally that part of a motor
in our deliberations. We will be here longer than we need tear which determines how much fuel will be injected through
be if we go down that path. The member for Bright, and anythe cylinder head. It controls the car’s electronics, not only
member, can ask questions of the minister, and the ministéts fuel injection system but every other thing in the car that
can choose how he or she answers them. We do not needitcelectronic. The signal that goes to the radio aerial from the
go down the path of either side having a shot at each othebputton on the dashboard is not hardwired and analoged any
because it is not helpful. Does the minister wish to saymore; it is digital; it is part of a computer. Most mobile
anything more in relation to the matter? The member fotelephones now in their internal function are not hardwired,
Bright. and the signal is not analoged; it is digital. It requires

TheHon. W.A. MATTHEW: Inevitably, this debate will computers.
be continued in another place. The minister has indicated that Therefore, what honourable members may think the word
he will be opposing the amendment. One thing | have alwaymeans—that is, a box that has a hard disk drive in it that sits
been renowned for is my ability to count. There is no pointon a desk that people use for word processing and other
in me, when the minister carries through his desire, wastinthings that we have begun to hang off that box—is becoming
the time of the chamber with a division. It will be sorted out more a part of the state of nature in society. So, the argument
in the other place. | would say that there is a fair chance (is not just about those things that sit on our desks; it is about
can also count in the other place) that it will be back hereevery damn thing used for the processing of information and
again. One thing that disappoints me is the poor memory dahe carriage of signals in society. Part of that society is the
the minister, or perhaps it could be that he was not here at thublic sector. | think honourable members are beginning to
time. The reason we have a public works committee isinderstand my point. Pretty soon it will be difficult to
because it was re-introduced by a Liberal government, andistinguish between what is a computer and what is a
the reason that it was re-introduced was because the Laboomponent part of an overall integrated computing system.
Party had form on public works—very bad form. As you full Where does the boundary lie? We make idiots of ourselves
well know, sir, we spent eight years commencing the cleanhere and now if we think that we can define computers as
up of the Labor Party’s mess. Initially, our concern wasthough they were sheep in a paddock. They are not. The
focused on their, in today’s terms, equivalent of $10 billionscience of computing, by definition, is migrating very rapidly

of debt, which was devastating. across a field of tasks in modern society, which means that
Ms Bedford interjecting: this definition is already irrelevant and outdated.
TheHon. W.A. MATTHEW: The member for Florey Let us assume for a moment, however, that it is in some

might not like being reminded of it; | am sure that all fashion relevant. My concern is that 30 per cent of the cost
members opposite want it to go away. The mess they left usf the project which is attributable to work involved in the
needed a number of rectification processes. One was this bilevelopment or modification of the software is not something
that has us debating tonight, namely, a public works bill. | anthat we can calculate. What makes the chip work and direct
sure that we would all like to be perfect. When we firstits signal through the binary responses to give an outcome
introduced that public works bill, | am sure we would havethat is controlled is software, and there is primary software
liked to have had 20-20 vision into the future to examine theand secondary users’ software. It then becomes clear to those
magnitude of a variety of projects. Had we done so, perhapsho are following what | am saying that the arbitrary
computer projects would have been included in a publi@ecision of 30 per cent is impossible to police and impossible
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to determine because, when one buys a piece of hardware | also want to make some remarks about other things, but
upon which one might add additional software, if thel guess | can take that up in yet another clause. It is a pity,
hardware is functional there is already software on it, and théhough, that we debate this kind of thing when it is more
law would require the people or firms making the tender tamportant in my judgment that, rather than try to use ill-
state how much software comes already installed on thdefined terms, of which we expect 30 per cent and more of
hardware in terms of the dollar value that is purchased for uthe cost of what those terms subjectively mean (those terms
to be able to apply this provision in either of its forms (thenot being properly defined), we should be talking about when
amended form or the form in which it stands at present) irshould a committee of the parliament, such as the Public
deciding whether this amendment of section 3 can functionfVorks Committee, first contemplate a project and have a say
or stand, or will work—put whatever words on it you wish. about it.

Itis about as sensible as the definition of a ‘public work’  In my judgment, if you leave the threshold at $4 million
that we have struggled with, because what will happen is thagnd leave it to the Public Works Committee, after having an
where it is inconvenient for Sir Humphrey, Sir Humphrey initial hearing on any project which it is possible—not
will go to the solicitor’s office available to him and ask that likely—might exceed $4 million, and if the Public Works
solicitor to give him (or her if it is Lady Humphrey) an Committee, in the process of its examination of the proposi-
opinion, and as the client they will want the opinion whichtion being contemplated by the public sector agency, gives
suits their side of the argument. So, the solicitor’s officeits opinion about the thing that the agency ought to be
(known as the Crown Solicitor’s Office) will come up with considering before the preparation—before the proposal gets
the argument the client seeks. And that will not be a definitiveéo be set in some measure in concrete (rather than at the end
analysis of the law that might be, if you like, an indicative of the process, when it is set in concrete as a fixed thing and
judgment, should it ever have gone to court and you got & has been through cabinet and all the necessary acquittals),
judge to hear the matter. It will be the side of the argumenif it starts before that—and gives the kind of considerations
that Lady Humphrey, or Sir Humphrey, wants. So, that is anwhich are in the public interest and which may be part of
ass as well. argument in polity between those of us on one side or other

| can illustrate that point (as | have to this house on otheof the philosophical divide (whatever that may mean), at least
occasions) by referring to the Old Treasury Building as ahere is a chance that it will be for society’s benefit, rather
classic case in point. And, equally, when it would suit thethan what Sir Humphrey or Lady Humphrey wants for the
Humphreys of this world to fudge the story or fob the construction of their empire, and we will be doing something
minister, or both, they would simply split it up and say, useful. If we do that, we will be able to have the input that we
‘Well, this is a project, and that it is less than however manycould not have with respect to the police complex at Netley,
dollars we as a committee ultimately decide it will be worthfor instance, when, | remember, the witnesses fudged it,
as a threshold before it has to be referred—whether it ititerally, because we raised the question in the committee:
$4 million, $5 million or $10 million in total worth. They ‘What about containment of the run-off water on the site?’
would do what former minister Ingerson did, that is, make No other members of the committee felt inclined to sup-
sure that it was estimated in cost value as a project, as withort my accurate and scientific contention that it was possible
what happened at Memorial Drive with respect to theto contain the water on the site and make better use of it in
refurbishment of the northern stand: $3 970000, nothatfashion, and thatitis on such broad acre areas. We ought
$4 million. Then there was the south stand and then ther® have not listened to the proposition that was put to us: ‘If
was, of course, all the money that went into creating thosgou keep the water on the site, of course, what it will do in
massage parlours and other facilities on the ground next dodelaide’s reactive soils is cause the footings to move and
that belonged to the Memorial Drive Tennis Club. So, Sirdistort, and that will bring weaknesses into the structure and
Humphrey, colluding with the minister, defeated the intentresult in our having to have strong piers and beams in the
of the act and got around it. footings. The slab will need to be thicker to carry the same

Why the hell do we bother? Well, it is because some of usveight.’ | would have said in reply, in the common Australian
believe it is worth trying, and it is in the nature of democracyvernacular, something like ‘hot, wet, sloppy, green, bovine
to continue to contemplate why the system fails when it doeexcrement from the male gender’ because that is what it was.
not deliver our expectation of openness and accountability for |1 am saying that the Public Works Committee ought to be
the use of our dollars by officials in the public sector afterinvolved at an earlier time to decide these matters such as
they have been taken from us in the form of tax revenue and/hat is a computing project in total? We ought to be saying
placed in the hands of Sir Humphrey or Lady Humphrey andhat it is not 30 per cent: 29.999 per cent recurrent is not 30
the minister. We will not go into the relationship between theper cent. We get away with it. If we say, ‘The estimated cost
Humphreys of either gender and the minister—that isat that late stage when it comes before the Public Works
irrelevant, though interesting. We will just stick to the Committee (after having gone through cabinet and all the
consequences of attempting to capture expenditure omther acquittals) is a particular figure’, it will not get to the
cybernetic data processing equipment, because that is whHatiblic Works Committee. However, it will regrettably
computing is—data processing using cybernetic technologyrobably exceed the 30 per cent.

And you find them everywhere. They are becoming more and The CHAIRMAN: | draw the honourable member's
more a part of our society in its structure and decision makingttention to the fact that he has had 15 minutes. According to
processes. We are reducing the analogue hard wiring aralir rules, the honourable member is quite entitled to put
increasing, if you like, what most of us would understand topoints for additional clauses or amendments, but | think he
be notinfra-red, where there has to be direct line of sight, bus now straying a little from this issue of the definition of
blue tooth connections using specialised FM transmissionsomputing’.

rather than hard wiring or optic fibre to carry the signal TheHon.|.P.LEWIS: Yes, as | understand it, Mr
around a given office space, or around our own person, fa€hairman—correct me if | am mistaken—I may sit and then
instance. rise again and speak for another 15 minutes and, indeed, for
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a third time. That is what the standing orders, as | remember The minister responded to an example that | gave of the
them, say about proceedings in a committee. justice information system project, saying that it would be
The CHAIRMAN: You can, provided your comments are picked up by that definition. | would argue that it would not.
relevant. In fairness to all members, you have had overhe reason is that | am sure the minister’'s advice would have
15 minutes on the one item. At this point, | will put that been in relation to the final cost, and the final proportion of
amendment, if the member for Bright wishes it to be testedthat was development cost. That was very different (which
Does the member for Bright wish to test the amendment? is my point) from the original costs that were put to parlia-
TheHon. WA. MATTHEW: If | can first respond ment. Based on the costs that were originally put to parlia-
quickly to some of the matters raised by the member foment in the budget process and based on the development
Hammond. | am taking that, in part, they are questions asketbsts associated with that, that project would not have been
of me as it is my amendment. Then, if the member hapicked up in this net. That is why | am proposing that the
nothing further, | am happy to test the amendment. In relatioamendment be more encompassing.
to the member’s concern about the definition of ‘computing” | am well aware that the GRN project was, in fact,
in the bill, | believe he is correct. | think it is important that considered through the parliamentary committee process, but
he has raised that issue with the committee. Certainly, thi¢ would have been possible to break it up in such ways that
definition of what is a computer has changed over time, and was not. The reason it got picked up was the nature of the
| agree with him that there is no doubt that it will continue to capital infrastructure associated with it. But you can break up
change. However, that is always the very nature of parliamenrets of projects in many different ways. My definition just
tary legislation: that it, it is legislation of the moment. Thereensures that that avenue in relation to software components
are many other definitions that have equally changed ovarannot be used to avoid at least scrutiny of part of a project.
time and this place is forever amending acts to keep pace witlstill believe that it is in the best interests of good govern-
those changes. ance. | am not advocating that the words cannot be improved
However, | do take his point that the advancement is s@and | certainly agree with the member for Hammond that both
rapid that very quickly there could be different interpretationamy amendment and, indeed, the government’s bill as it stands
placed upon this and it may be that the bill would be furthemwould benefit from a definition of the word ‘computer’, but
assisted through such a definition. That is something ththat at this stage is in the hands of the minister.
minister may wish to take on board and have considered in The Hon. P.F. CONL ON: I will just explain one or two
another place. The member also spoke of the scope of thosflgings. First, the member for Bright misconceives the
things that would be referred to Public Works, and gaveoperation of the current law. Once the project reaches the
examples of where bureaucrats have very neatly worked thetinreshold, it goes. That is how the law operates. One pointis
way around such occurrences before. He echoed the concethat he is wrong about the justice project; it would have gone
that | have in relation to the government'’s 30 per cent markwhen it reached the threshold.
| agree with his comments that such measurement is difficult; The Hon. WA. Matthew interjecting:
how would it be measured; and it would be easy to work TheHon. P.F. CONLON: Well, you are just wrong and
around. I am helping you here. The second thing is his proposition is
The important point in relation to my amendment is thatthat this is a definition that the government will exploit to
| believe it makes it more difficult, because it does notprevent projects from going there. Of course, the member for
prescribe a 30 per cent amount for bureaucrats to worBright suggests that we come in here to create the capacity
around and, importantly, my amendment would track &or those projects to go there in the first place but we are
project of the magnitude of the Government Radio Networkactually trying to create a device to prevent them from going
a significant project involving significant capital expenditurethere. | advise the member for Bright that, if we wanted to do
and having as part of it significant amounts of softwarethat, we would not try to be so clever: we simply would not
software (to use the member’s terminology) in chip form inbe creating this jurisdiction. It is the Labor government that
things as small as a pager and other communication devicé&screating the jurisdiction.
through to what it is now. However, | believe that, to use the | take on board the member for Hammond’s views about
member for Hammond’s analogy, it is possible for a projecdefinitions, and | will think about it. We believe the definition
such as the GRN project to be broken up in such a way thatill work, precisely because it refers to an existing software
no part of it, or at the very least some parts of it, would notproject. | think most people, even lawyers (of which | am
face such scrutiny by a Public Works Committee because, ame), would understand what existing software is, and it is
I understand the GRN project, the software that drives thevhere a large proportion of the work is a modification of

GRN is largely Motorola off the shelf— existing software. That is what a software project is. But | am
TheHon. P.F. Conlon: If it assists, it went to Public notone to ever challenge lightly the views of the member for
Works. Hammond, and | will certainly take further advice on that.

TheHon. WA. MATTHEW: —it went to Public Works ~ We believe it will work at present.
as it is now—and some Telstra off the shelf. It is possible, But the bottom line is that we are making it possible for
under the auspices of this definition, to break that project ughose projects to go there. The notion propounded by the
in a different way. | agree with the member for Hammondmember for Bright is that we are trying to find a way of
that, if governments are desiring and public servants aravoiding going there. We are not quite that devious. What we
willing, it is possible to rebadge and rebreak projects in allwould do if we wanted that to happen is not do that at all. We
ways, shapes and forms to present them before a Pubheould not introduce it at all.
Works Committee. That project increased in cost againstthe The Hon. WA. Matthew interjecting:
initial projected cost and—regardless of what party was in  TheHon. PF. CONLON: We are. The member for
government and the project—computing associated projecBright supports it. He says it is really about creating this
have tended to be greater in budget than was initialljurisdiction and then avoiding it. He should listen to himself.
intended. We are doing something that the Liberal Party should have
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done in nine years of government. We are creating a jurisdiccommittee could have alerted the government and the
tion to which to take very important works. | take the view parliament to that fact if it had been allowed to have a hearing
of the member for Hammond that it may be a difficult at an earlier stage in the concept, then the government
definition, but at least we have attempted to do this for thegencies, not the ministers, would not have been compelled,
first time, and we do it with goodwill and with the view that as they felt at the time, to restrict the ambit of their examin-
it will go there. My advice is that the sort of projects we areation to just Motorola gear. That was the debacle that brought
talking about going there are probably the sorts of things wéhe premier undone really, regrettably. May | say that | do not
do about twice a year at present. That is a significant body afast aspersions on, about or at the current Labor government
referrals. It would be unfortunate if the member for Bright'sin making these remarks—any of them. You see, govern-
amendment meant that we got everything, whether or not inents and ministers change over time and the way in which
was necessary, referred to the Public Works Committeghings get to be administered is different when they are not
because | am absolutely certain that, if we referred things thahe same. That is my concern. You do not get a chop at this
are important for it to do along with things that are notvery often, and if you do not speak up at the time when you
important for it to do, it would affect the quality of the are considering the legislation, it does not come back on to
committee’s work. | cannot understand where the member fahe parliamentary agenda for another decade or more, so you
Bright is coming from. constrain the capacity of society to see that the resources are
Amendments negatived. properly allocated in the process. Under Part 2—Parlia-
mentary Committees clause 4 which you seek to have us now
TheHon. PF. CONLON (Minister for Infrastructure):  pass, evenifitis only part one, or are we taking part 2, 3 and

I move: 4 all together, Mr Chairman?
That the time for moving the adjournment of the house be The CHAIRMAN: The chair understood that we would
extended beyond 10 p.m. take it as a whole but, obviously, the member for Hammond
Motion carried. is speaking to whichever part of clause 4 he wishes. You can

speak to any part of it, if you wish. The chair was somewhat

TheHon. |.P. LEWIS: Before we put the clause, having flexible because | was in the process of calling for a vote on
defeated the amendments, may | make some further obsenthat clause, but then the member for Hammond indicated just
tions about the best time for work to be referred to thebefore he got to his place that he wanted to speak, so the chair
committee by force of the act which are relevant under part ®vas trying to accommodate him.
of the provisions but which time defeated me in being able TheHon. |.P. LEWIS: | do not want to cause angst. If
to make during the course of the remarks | was making last is the whole of part 4, | will make some remarks about that,
evening? Those remarks are that the committee ought to liecause we are deleting the definition that is there and, in
involved at a much earlier time in all public works so that it some measure, denying ourselves access to the criteria by
can consider good ideas that come out of the communitwhich we evaluate a public work in so doing, and | think that
which the people within the agency might not have thoughts unwise. | would want to make further remarks about the
of—because all they think of doing is providing themselvescalculation of a net present value after evaluating the social
with the structure that they require for the explicit narrowconsequences of doing things one way or doing them the
purpose that they imagine, but it is not their money they arether and compel lazy agencies to go and do that research
spending. instead of sending along the spokesperson to the Public

Earlier, | referred to the police complex at Netley. | could Works Committee right at the end of the determination of
have also referred to the Government Radio Network, andwhether or not the work ought to proceed without having
intended to, but chose not to take issue with you over thevaluated those important sociological inputs and saying,
length of time | had spoken. Had the Government RadidWell, it is just all too hard.” Damn it. If the New South
Network project been referred to the committee at an earlieWales public sector can evaluate the social benefits that arise
concept stage, it would have heard from members of th&om the north-western by-pass from Parramatta to Hornsby
committee in a useful and constructive way that it ought noand quantify the net present value and the cost-to-benefit ratio
to be the exclusive software of Motorola, but the open andr the internal rate of return that the investment of public
generic software that was available and being used bfunds in that infrastructure provided in the fashion in which
Motorola that was not controversial like Motorola softwarethey did, and it was very good indeed, but, if they can do it,
was in Florida. | cannot remember the name of that generiso can we.
software; | have tried to remember it while standing here. It  If SA Water, for instance, cannot evaluate the consequen-
was in use by Phillips and by the other German cybernetitial effects in what they called the Queensbury locality in the
firms as well as other European and Japanese firms, and itisetropolitan area, the Fleurieu Peninsula and the areas
superior. Motorola’s software and the architecture associategtound the Port which used have all their effluent (that is,
with it was not the best, as it turns out. We would have donsewage and the like) taken to the Port Adelaide treatment
better because there would have been more competitiomorks before that was closed down. If they cannot evaluate
available to us in the provision of the other parts that hang oftvhat the consequences would be of replacing all the leaky
that architecture based on the software. pipeware which drains all the sea water into the sewage

More people—and | am sure the members for Reynellsystem and then stuffs up the use of the fresh water coming
Hartley and MacKillop would remember—and more firmsfrom Bolivar by increasing its salinity—that is exactly what
could have competed for the provision of the handheld setfiappens. That is what the previous government allowed to
for instance, used by the emergency services whether it is theppen without question. It did not bother to ask that
Sea Rescue, the SES, the CFS or any of the other volunteguestion, and when the Public Works Committee witnesses
agencies that need to be able to use it. They would have beeame before the committee and we asked them to give us that
able to make a better selection and a more cost competitiveformation, it was all too hard. They said, in any case, if we
selection of the hardware equipment. The Public Workglid that, if did not drain the saltwater out constantly that was
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coming from the sea into the sand under the sand dunes apffectively, being asked to make a conscious decision to
take it away, it might cause corrosion to the footings ofspecifically exclude some projects from consideration that
buildings, and that would cost more. have been considered by the Public Works Committee in the
I can tell you now what it has done is stuff up the capacitypast. That leads one to say that if we were to preserve the
for that water and the sustainable way it can be used isituation as it is, the limit ought perhaps to be lifted to
perpetuity for irrigation of horticultural crops. The people $5.7 million. However, | also put to the committee that, with
who have been conned into paying for the right to get thathe benefit of the wisdom of hindsight, the previous limit of
water have been told that they can expect that it will remair$4 million was actually set too high. There were projects that
at the salinity levels at which they are getting it when, in fact,did not receive Public Works Committee scrutiny—because
that is a lie. they were under the $4 million limit—that perhaps should
We were not able to make any suggestions about that publftave.
work at the outset, which we would have been abletodo had The member for Hammond, as chair of the Public Works
it been referred to the committee for general remark at th@ommittee at that time, can no doubt list off particular
time that it was decided that maybe we ought to go aheagrimary school and preschool projects, for example, that were
with this. As | said earlier, if it is likely, not certain, but even not referred because they were under the limit. Certainly,
if it is possible that it will go over the threshold in total value under a limit of $10 million there would, atthe very least, be
it ought to go for remark to the Public Works Committee. Thea number of school projects which have a variety of com-
service that is sought by the public work to provide additionaplexities and a broad range of public interest that just will not
amenity and benefit ought to be put before the committee soe referred for scrutiny by this committee.
that the committee can then say, ‘Well, these are the things On those projects alone, | have seen some very valuable
that the community at large would want us to tell you,contributions by the Public Works Committee in the past. The
government agency, to include in your work to make it moreopposition would argue that the amendment put forward by
functional and to get better bang for our buck, a bettethe member for Mitchell is sensible and that it recognises that
outcome and a more rapid movement towards a morthe $4 million bar that was set in the first place under the
sustainable and better future. We also want you to come badkberal government—and | volunteer that | was the minister
bringing costs about certain factors into the equation tgesponsible for construction for two of those years—was a

calculate the cost benefit ratio.’ limit that was too high. We have now got the benefit of the
Clause passed. wisdom of hindsight and the evidence to suggest that, and the
Clause 5 passed. member for Mitchell takes into account an inflationary factor
Clause 6. but then reduces it back to $5 million. For those very good
TheHon. W.A. MATTHEW: Mr Chairman, | draw your and logical reasons we support his amendment.
attention to the state of the committee. TheHon. |.P.LEWIS: | too will be supporting the
member for Mitchell’s proposition to hold it at $5 million,

A quorum having been formed: . :
Mr HANNA: | move: given what | know from my personal experience, both as an

) ‘ i ) ordinary member of the committee and as its chair, about the

Page 4, line 21-Delete ‘$10 000 000" and substitute: way in which government agencies sought to get around
$5 000 000 having to go before the committee. | do not think that that has

The government believes that the threshold above whicbhanged in a long time, and | do not see any indication that
items should be referred to the Public Works Committest is ever likely to change much in the future. Itis bad enough

should be $10 million—that is more than doubling thenow, where there is no early reference to enable input to be
existing threshold. | think allowance should be made formade that might avert some of the sorts of idiocies that
inflation, and so some increase above the $4 million thresholgitimately end up being incorporated where it has to be

is warranted. | am told—although | have not checkedyolitely pointed out to the proponents that they ought to go
personally—that since the $4 million figure was set, if oneaway, amend and fix up.

applied the standard inflation rate that the figure would be  Ten million dollars is far too much. | remark again that the
about $5.7 million. However, for the sake of scrutiny, I think Economic Development Board ought to have done its
the figure needs to be about what it is now and so | have s@lomework. They are intelligent, capable people, but they got
on the figure of $5 million. it dead wrong when they said that the threshold is too low and

I am concerned that there would actually be very fewthat it holds up vital economic development in South
projects each year referred to the Public Works Committe@ustralia. That is a bloody nonsense; an absolute and utter
if the threshold was set at $10 million. | commend thenonsense. The fact is that none of the Public Works Commit-
amendment to the house. tee’s referrals, by definition, are private sector developments.

TheHon. W.A. MATTHEW: The opposition indicates They do not, therefore, prevent or detract from the capacity
it will be supporting the amendment of the member forof private sector investors to make developments in South
Mitchell. The present amount for referral to the Public WorksAustralia, unless there is some sort of a deal being done for
Committee sits at $4 million; the government has indicatedhem to be a joint venture on government land. In those
through this bill its desire to extend that to $10 million andcircumstances they do indeed require scrutiny, because it
the minister has explained to the house, through his seconsbuld be too easy otherwise for corruption to creep into the
reading explanation, that one of the prime reasons for doingrocess of the kind that bedevilled many of the Asian
so was because this was a recommendation from the Econogezonomies and societies over the last 30 years, and still
ic Development Board. bedevils many of them.

We are certainly mindful of the government’s reasons for We just do not need to put temptation in people’s way. We
doing so, but we are also mindful of the fact that, first, ifonly have to look at the waste of time that we have had over
inflation were applied against the $4 million it would be recent months over the stashed cash affair to see the idiocy
$5.7 million today, not $10 million. So the committee is, of allowing people to be tempted to think that they can do
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things that suit themselves when in fact they are explicitycommittee that that process is the delay. Because of the
outside the law. Notwithstanding the fact that not one dollanecessary probity that has to be applied, it is not possible for
went missing, the real fact is that the dollars went to whereus to abbreviate that process.
Lady Humphrey and Sir Humphrey wanted them to go and The opposition is certainly supportive of anything which
not where the government said they should or should not ganeets with probity and which will shorten the public works
and there was a better way of dealing with it than the way iprocess from concept to building. However, we argue that
has been dealt with. It illustrates my point. You will not get this will not do that. To assist the committee in its consider-
adequate scrutiny under the provisions of these proposalation, | ask the minister whether he is able to provide to the
especially if you lift the threshold to $10 million. So, for his committee details, during his time around the cabinet table
alert contemplation of what has been proposed, the membéhat is, the last three years), of how many projects of
for Mitchell is to be commended. The minister does notbetween $4 million and $10 million have been referred to the
deserve to be condemned, because | believe the minister wasblic Works Committee and, of that number, how many of
advised by public servants and, more particularly, compellethose projects have been delayed for any time at all because
to accept what might have regrettably been the governmenttf the need to refer them to that committee?
decision to adopt all the recommendations from the Economic The Hon. PF. CONLON: The best advice | can give the
Development Board which, in this instance, as | have alreadsnember at present is most of the last 40 have been dealt with
said, got it dead wrong. in between two and 12 weeks. Without getting into a debating
The Hon. P.F. CONLON: | do not think that any matter point, the mere fact that it goes there adds the time.
was more covered in second reading debate, and | do not An honourable member interjecting:
intend to detain the house. The government has attempted to The Hon. P.F. CONLON: If it does not go there—that
keep a balance between the interest of getting projects doiigea good point. We will get more details on that. Something
in a reasonable time frame and proper scrutiny. We all knovike 76 per cent of the projects would finish in between two
the history of the recommendation, and we know that thend 12 weeks. | would have to break it down better than that
government has inserted the $10 million dollar provision inproject by project.
there to try to preserve that balance. | can understand entirely TheHon. WA. MATTHEW: | am surprised that the
the views of people that that is too high. The level will alwaysminister’s officer does not have the figures at his disposal. In
be set somewhere, and it will always be set with a view tarder to help the committee to understand the sort of numbers
creating a balance between proper parliamentary scrutiny ange are talking about, is the minister able to advise the
the ability not to hold up all, or too many, projects. In defencecommittee how many projects in total have been referred to
of the Economic Development Board, | am sure that anyhe Public Works Committee over those three years, and can
minister who has ever been a minister responsible for projectse give an educated assessment of how many of those
knows that there is a frustration. | say to the member foprojects would be between $4 million and $10 million? If the
Hammond, that | know it is a necessary frustration, but thereninister has a list of projects, that surely would provide some
is frustration at the time that it takes us to achieve things irguidance.
government. | think that, if all ministers and former ministers  The Hon. PF. CONL ON: Whatever is not provided will
were honest, they would say that in any government, thee provided before the bill gets through the parliament. The
speed at which we are able to do things is a frustration. Thproblem is that | am not sure that we can break it down in the
recommendation was made with the best intentions in thtéhree-year period the member is asking for.
world to achieve a better balance. We believe that it is the The Hon. WA. Matthew interjecting:
right balance. We believe that the addition of the $10 million TheHon. PF. CONLON: From 29 November, 29
dollar referral makes it right but, as | have said, | do not thinkprojects were reviewed and 22 were reported within two
that anything was more discussed in the second reading, asdting weeks. Because of the restricted nature of sitting
| leave it to the house to make up its mind. Given some of theveeks, the actual time varied between two and 12 weeks.
views in here, | am not sure how it will go in the other placeThat illustrates the point | have been trying to make. Itis not
anyway, but we will see. that the committee itself unduly delays projects: it is the mere
TheHon. WA. MATTHEW: | have a number of fact that they are referred that adds to the delay. That is
guestions in relation to this clause and prefix them bysimply a matter of fact.
agreeing with the minister that, indeed, there are frustrations TheHon. W.A. MATTHEW: | appreciate the minister’s
with the rate at which public works progress, regardless oinformation that there have indeed been 29 projects. We are
which government is in power, and that has been somethinguite happy that it is November 2001 onwards; that certainly
that has occurred for many decades. | agree with him that theovers the period we were looking for. Can the minister be
recommendations of the Economic Development Board werkirther prescriptive and advise the committee how many of
made with the best of intent, and the $10 million limit is those 29 projects would have fallen between that $4 million
doubtless a genuine endeavour to try to speed that up, buahd $10 million limit, so that we know how many projects we
also put to the house that it is the view of the opposition thaare talking about over a three year period? So far, we are
that endeavour is misplaced in this instance, as we are ntalking about 10 projects a year over three years as a maxi-
aware that it is actually the Public Works Committee that hasnum. It looks as if it may be even fewer than that.
been the problem. As the minister well knows, there are many TheHon. P.F. CONLON: Don’t worry—we will have
processes in government that have to be worked through fonore projects for you this year.
a public work to become a reality. TheHon. |.P.LEWIS: | do not know whether it is in
The Public Works Committee is one the last parts of thabrder for me to draw attention to an aspect of clause 6—what
process, when the major part of the works is in place. Thavill become section 16A in the principal act—but | will do
process involves defining the project and its cost, preparingo, anyway. | draw your attention, Mr Chairman, and that of
concept plans and plans, and often tendering for architecturall other honourable members, to subclause (2)(b). | point out
services. There is a huge process to go through. | put to thteat, notwithstanding what the minister may think it means,
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it clearly means—and if the member for Bright takes ancould do it on a frequent basis—you could only apply the
interest in this point, he will understand what | am saying—indexation that has occurred in the period. So, there would be
that the government, at any time on whim, can simplyno pointin it, because you cannot apply a greater indexation
proclaim that the amount be increased above $10 million imate than has occurred in the period of time. Itis certainly not
general, or proclaim that, for a particular public work, thethe intention of the government to do it frequently, only when
amount is $160 million, where the estimated cost of thait would be a meaningful change, and | do not think even an
particular public work is $155 million, or $159.5 million, and annual change would be a meaningful one. Perhaps if we had
then the act does not apply, except that the committee can c#le inflation of the Wehrmacht Republic at the time, we
an inquiry into it. The Sir Humphreys and Lady Humphreysmight want to do it more frequently, maybe on a daily basis,
of this world can then tell the committee, ‘We're going aheadbut until that occurs—and God forbid it ever does—it
anyway, and we haven’t got time to see you for the next fouprobably would not even be annually.

months.’ That is what happened during the time | was chair TheHon. |.P. LEWIS: | am pleased to have the minis-
of the Public Works Committee when, on behalf of theter's assurance that that is what he thinks it means, but let me
committee, in consequence of a resolution passed by th&tll you: | have sat in the party room when the Premier said,
committee, | called the attention, through the committee’sif it doesn’t say you can't, it must mean you can.’ Here, it
secretary, of an agency to the desire of the committee tdoes not say you can't, so it must mean you can. When you
examine the work. It was not with arrogance that wagyet politicians willing to do that, they are not breaking the
impertinent in tone but certainly with arrogance that wadaw, and they will do it when it suits them to do whatever it
impertinent in consequence | was told, ‘We'll get there wheris they have a mind to do. If the law allows it, it will be done,
we can, but we are a bit busy now, and they just went orwhenever it suits. ‘From time to time’ does not mean ‘from
with the work, because the act allowed them to. In thisyear to year, and it is not qualified by the calculation referred
instance, the act allows it. So | must ask the minister why héo in subsection (9). That is the calculation of the amount by
did not expressly state this. If his answer to my propositiorwhich the $1 million can be multiplied that will be added on
is, ‘We won’t do this other than every two or three yearseach occasion. So, every time there is an executive council
when we will adjust the amount upwards for inflation’, why meeting it could be resolved to increase the amount for a

was that not put there? public work by a million and then some dollars. That is the
TheHon. P.F. Conlon: It's over the page. law the way we are proposing it.
TheHon. |.P. LEWIS: In some other section? Mr HANNA: With respect, that is simply not correct,
TheHon. P.F. Conlon: Yes. because subsections (7) and (8), which build in the increase
TheHon. |.P. LEWIS: Then | stand corrected. by inflation, are both constrained by subsection (9). They

Mr HANNA: | want to speak briefly to subsection (2)(b). both say that the government may not increase the amount by
| seek to replace $10 million with $5 million. Everybody $1 million or $10 million; they say that the government may
understands that, but there is also a reference to the futupgoclaim a new amount. That new amount cannot exceed the
cost of public works exceeding an amount ‘fixed bybase amount multiplied by the relevant indexation factor. The
proclamation for the purposes of this subsection’. | note thatelevant indexation factor must refer to an annual CPI figure,
subsection (8) of the proposed new section provides that thend that is what subsection (9) provides. So, you actually
Governor may proclaim another amount or that the amourtannot ever get more than the base figure with the inflation
cannot exceed $10 million multiplied by the relevantfigure added to it.
indexation factor. The indexation factor effectively isthe CPl.  TheHon. PF. CONLON: Out of due respect for the
So, although there will be higher figures, they are limited byopinions of the member for Hammond, my understanding is
law to the $5 million that | would prefer plus inflation. So, if the same as that of the member for Mitchell; that is the
we have the figure of $5 million, it will increase every yearreading. However, | indicate to the member for Hammond
by proclamation once the CPl is taken into account, but it wilthat we will take proper advice between the bill's going
not increase above that amount for unscrupulous purposebetween here and the other place and, if the legal effect is not

TheHon. P.F. CONLON: That is entirely correct. As | what | have said it is and what the member for Mitchell says
understand it, does not your third amendment take care of thieis, we will make the appropriate change.
$10 million? TheHon. W.A. MATTHEW: | do not know whether it

Mr Hanna: Yes. assists the member for Hammond further, but the opposition’s

TheHon. |.P. LEWIS: In clarification of the point that counsel received the same advice, and we are satisfied that
has been made, subsection (7) provides that the Governathat this clause does is provide for no greater increase than
may from time to time. That means that, from day to day otthe CPI of the relevant period. In fact, the way in which we
week to week, the Governor may increase the amount by natterpreted the clause was that the words ‘time to time’ would
more than $1 million multiplied by the CPI. So, if itis 2 per enable the minister to increase the amount, perhaps on a
cent, it might be $1 020 000. That would be the outcome othree, four or five yearly period, rather than even an annual
2 per cent inflation, but tomorrow the government can adgberiod. We do not read into that anything mischievous but,
another million, and the next day it can add another million rather, we think it provides commonsense flexibility so we
because it does not say that it has to be annually. It simplgo not have an undue rash of increases.
says, ‘from time to time, by proclamation, fix an amount for ~ TheHon. |.P. Lewis: If that is what you think it means,
the purposes of subsection (1), provided that the amount doegy don’t you say it?
not exceed $1 million’. It does not say that the Governor may TheHon. P.F. CONLON: | do not think the member for
from year to year or every four years; it says ‘from time toHammond heard me. | repeat that we will take proper advice
time’, and that means day to day or week to week if you onlyon his view of this and, if it does not do legally what we say
have one executive council meeting a week. it does—because that is our commitment—we will make sure

TheHon. P.F. CONLON: | assure the member for thatitis changed in another place. That s the legal effect of
Hammond that, whilst technically that may be correct—youit, as we understand it; that is the best of our advice. | am
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happy to check it again and change it if it does not do thathe the effect of the flexibility provided by this subclause. The
because that is all we intend to happen and we believe thahinister may well argue that the intent of the subclause is
on our legal advice, that is all that can happen. As | said, mgimply to provide for a reasonable basis to shorten the
own view is that we would not do it for a number of years, process of a public work through government processes.

because it is not meaningful. o There may be a whole range of very valid reasons why the
TheHon. |.P.LEWIS: To put it beyond ambiguity isto  committee may say, ‘Well, we do not need to consider this.
simply include the words ‘but so as not to do so more thawe have had a look at it. Let us dispense with it now and in
once in any calendar year'. | rest my case at that. What Wghat way we save a few weeks. | am sure the minister could
think we mean, Mr Chairman, as you well know, is notpyt that argument and it could be validly argued, but | put to
necessarily what the Supreme Court and the High Coutthe committee that, regrettably, by providing that power, it
justices, in their wisdom, decide we mean, when it comes t@an be abused. | believe that in considering good legislation

their attention to determine it. _ _ the parliament needs to consider the fact that that power could
The CHAIRMAN: The minister has given a commitment very easily be abused, and could be abused in such a way as
that he will look at this issue between the houses. to bring about all the concerns which various members have
The committee divided on the amendment: put to the committee when projects are manipulated by the
AYES (19) bureaucracy to avoid proper scrutiny.
Brown, D. C. Buckby, M. R. The minister has put to us that, since November 2001,
Chapman, V. A. Evans, I. F. 29 public works projects have gone up for scrutiny—that is,
Goldsworthy, R. M. Gunn, G. M. 10 projects a year. He is not able to tell the committee how
Hall, J. L. Hamilton-Smith, M. L. J. many of those 10 projects a year fit between the current limit
Hanna, K. (teller) Kotz, D. C. of $4 million and $10 million. It is a maximum of 10 a year
Lewis, I. P. Matthew, W. A. and probably some figure less than that. In relation to the
McFetridge, D. Meier, E. J. handful of projects with which we are left, we are prepared
Penfold, E. M. Redmond, I. M. to risk the probity of the process by allowing any government
Scalzi, G. Venning, I. H. of the day the power to use its three members to say, ‘No, we
Williams, M. R. will not consider that. No, do not need to’, and move on
i NOES (21) without having to report. That gives me cause for concern. |
Atkinson, M. J. Bedford, F. E. put to the minister that his endeavour to shorten the public
Breuer, L. R. Caica, P. works process could provide for an abuse of the process,
Ciccarello, V. Conlon, P. F. (teller) albeit unintentionally.
Foley, K. O. Geraghty, R K. TheHon. PF. CONLON: Itis certainly not the intention
Key, S. W. Koutsantonis, T. . . S
. of the subsection. My own view and my advice is that the
Lomax-Smith, J. D. Maywald, K. A. - . )
By section does not allow the exemption with the agreement of
McEwen, R. J. O’Brien, M. F. ) : . > L
; the committee because a project is substantially similar.
Rankine, J. M. Rau, J. R. . - . . o
: There is a way of testing the view of the committee that it is
Snelling, J. J. Stevens, L. S . g . -
. similar, but it does not allow a project that is substantially
Thompson, M. G. Weatherill, J. W. L o . . .
; similar. The majority of the committee still have to abide by
Wright, M. J. : . o
PAIR(S) the law of the land, including the act. The big risk for anyone
: who attempted to use this provision as a rort to get it out of
Kerin, R. G. Rann, M. D. . : ;
: : there is that, as we have seen in the past, it would throw the
Brokenshire, R. L. White, P. L. : g L .
; ; committee and the minister open to judicial review. We know
Brindal, M. K. Hill, J. D. . o L
o that has happened in the past. Decisions by a minister have
Majority of 2 for the noes. to be made according to law. It is a difficult remedy to take.
Amendment thus negatived. Itis also very painful to be caught up in that process. It is not
TheHon. WA. MATTHEW: | move: the intention of the government to use that for a rort; and
Page 5— there are other legal protections if someone attempts to use
Delete subclause (5). the subsection for the purposes for which, in my view, it was

This subsection provides that a matter does not go to th@ot intended. If I can go back to it, it says, ‘the minister has
Public Works Committee if, after the commencement of theexempted the project from the subsection on the ground that
inquiry (that is the important thing; that is, the committee getghe projectis substantlally similar’. You have to have g_rounds
the public work referred to it) and with the agreement of thefor making that judgment. You cannot simply exempt it. You
committee, it is exempted as a public work for the considercannot say that a project is similar to something when it is
ation of the committee. The concern the opposition has is tha&tot- The only option is to do it without the agreement. Itis a
it could occur; and, just so the minister does not feel tod00d power to have.

precious or sensitive over this, | am not accusing him of any | think the member for Bright conceded that there are
ulterior motive; governments change, ministers changecircumstances in which it would be a waste of time for the
Usually a committee has five representatives, three of whomommittee to be reexamining a project that is substantially the
are government members, so the government, on mosame as another one. All we are doing is trying to ensure that
occasions, has a majority vote, so it is possible that théhe committee does have a vote on it. We have not sought to
government members of a committee could utilise their votexempt it simply by the minister doing it and, if it is not done
to prevent the scrutiny of a project before that committee. Asccording to the law as set out, as | say, it would be open to
| said, | am not accusing the minister of wanting to do thatthe very blunt instrument of judicial review, which would

I am not even necessarily accusing this government ofertainly hold up the project longer than any minister would
wanting to do that. | am simply pointing out that that couldwant to see occur.
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TheHon. |.P. LEWIS: Can the minister explain under of numbers because they falsely allege itis like a project they
what process and on whose motion a judicial review could bbaave already looked at, it is going to light up the sky, apart
undertaken in the circumstances to which he has beeinom anything else. | can assure you it is not something that
referring? | had contemplated doing that myself as chair oany government likes to have occur.
the committee but was told that not even I, as chair of the |also point out that merely because such an exemption is
Public Works Committee, had standing to do that, other thamade does not prevent the committee from continuing its
that the house would approve it. That means that, if thénquiry. It just allows money to be spent. But, in relation to
minister says in the party room to the caucus and thereforgour earlier question, my own humble opinion is that the
the chair of the Public Works Committee, ‘We will agree, minister would have to use proper consideration when they
won'’t we, that this work will not go to the committee?’, then sought an exemption, and it is not a proper consideration, in
the chair says, ‘Of course | agree. That is the majoritymy view, to say that a project is substantially similar if it is
decision of the party room and caucus. Of course.” And theot. And who would have standing? | would have to ask a
majority on the committee is there to ensure that that sticksyetter lawyer than | am, but | would have thought it would be
and the minister is home free. There is no-one that | know chnybody whose interests were affected by statutory rights.
who has the standing to take the matter to a judicial review TheHon. W.A. MATTHEW: Again, | prefix my
other than the chairperson on the motion of the house, whiccomments by saying | understand the intent of the govern-
is never going to happen. So there is no circumstance iment's amendment and take at face value the minister's
which a judicial review will ever occur unless the governmentassurances that the endeavour of this amendment is to
loses the confidence of the chamber. expedite public works. The problem is that the interpretation

It is not, therefore, in my judgment appropriate to haveof a project being substantively similar is subjective by its
such a provision in the act, because once again | say througlery nature. It could, in fact, be quite broad, to the extent that
you, Mr Chairman, to the honourable minister and otheit may be that a projectis a police station and a police station
members, if it does not say you cannot, it must mean you camwas built at another location using similar plans that are
So we will crunch numbers behind locked doors and take thisubstantially similar; therefore, it does not need the rigorous
one away from the Public Works Committee because we hav@ssessment of the Public Works Committee, and likewise
discovered there is a king-sized stuff up and we do not wanwith a school or a variety of other types of projects. | put to
it to become public knowledge. Then it becomes a matter othe minister that, within the current framework of the Public
chance as to whether some member, other than a governmé&hibrks Committee, if it does receive a project that, using
member (or even a government member who might dare, ar@bmmonsense, is quite obviously very similar to one they
that only happens once every hundred years or so), would beave already given approval to, the Public Works Committee
aware of what was going on and raise the matter in thactually has the power to restrict the amount of time that it
chamber, or in the other place, to cause the governmemiould need for its investigation accordingly. | am not
sufficient embarrassment as a result of the way in which it i€onvinced that the amendment actually provides the power
raised and drawn to the public’s attention through theo shortcut the process beyond that which already exists.
publication of it in the media that that might be revoked. ButThere is nothing within the current process that prevents the
| doubt it would be revoked even then. It would have theminister or the ministers’ departments from submitting to the
unfortunate and detrimental consequences which arose in tiiblic Works Committee that a particular project is similar
course of the Olsen government’s term in office throughto one that the committee recently passed, or passed two
which—well, the story is well enough known. | do not haveyears ago, for example, and encouraging the committee to
to recount it here. refer to its deliberations on that project and, as a consequence,

My question to the minister, lest he forgot it, is: who is shorten the time of their deliberation.
empowered to seek the judicial review; and under what | believe that a reasonable committee would do so, and |
provisions of the law can such a review be sought as it relatesm not aware of any examples where a minister has made
to subsection (3)? such a submission to a committee where that submission has

TheHon. P.F. CONLON: | am going to dredge up my not been heeded. | invite the minister to provide to the
administrative law from decades ago. | think, from memorycommittee, if he has any, information where he or the
the classic grounds in Anisminic were asking the wrongMinister for Administrative Services actually asked the
questions and taking the wrong approach. Other administr&zommittee to shorten the consideration process because a
tive law cases say that you do it wrongly when you do it forproject was similar to one they had previously approved and
incorrect reasons or when you have taken improper considerhether it has received short shrift. If there are not any cases,
ations or considerations that are extraneous. All of thos#& concerns me that we provide a power in the future to be
matters would go to that. In terms of standing, the membeabused and used mischievously. | hear the minister say that
for Hammond may well have agitated this in the past and gaihere are other processes of public accountability that can be
an answer on standing for a person to bring a judicial reviewused through the forum of this parliament and outside to hold
I would have thought that anyone whose statutory rights wersuch government to account, and those processes are used
trammelled by it, including a member of the committee,regularly, but that does not change the fact that, unless the
would be able to, but | have to say that | am now straying intamendment is providing a benefit for shortcutting projects
an area in which | am the first to say | am not qualified tothat is not there, we remain concerned about it. We do not see
give a legal opinion, and I will find that out for the member. it as providing a benefit beyond powers that are already in

But the bottom line is that there is a political price to beexistence, but it actually opens up the potential for abuse, and
paid for every time you try to run a rort like that. The mereit is for that reason that we are opposed to this clause.
fact that you have a majority of the committee does not mean TheHon. P.F. CONLON: | have to say that the member
that the other two will go quietly, or the other three, orfor Bright substantially argues against himself, because he
however many it is. If someone goes to a committee andecognises that, if you have the numbers, you can do a
attempts to remove a project through the sheer and brutal usember of other things anyway. The truth is that if you have
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the numbers you can make the inquiry come out any way yobehest to do the renovations of the Samuel Way building, as
want. The trouble is that the minority will always be able toit is now known—the old Moore’s building. The project just
agitate their viewpoint so, if we were to take a project therekept blowing out from where it was going to be $5 million or
and say, ‘This is good; stop asking questions; we're happy$6 million to over $30 million. It was a botch and ought never
(anyone who has the numbers could use them like that) wi® have been contemplated in the manner in which it was. It
would pay a political price. Similarly, in this cynical world should have been subjected to rigorous scrutiny but was not
that we live in, if a minister and the committee of the majority because superannuation funds were used.

were to collude to make an exemption that should not be The real wickedness in that is not the principle that
given, again, they are going to pay a political price. | cannosuperannuation funds were used but the principle that, where
assist the house to prevent the naked use of a majority on thypu use superannuation funds from South Australian taxpayer
provision—no more than | can on any other. But the truth iSunded top up, you are really saying that you are going to use
that that does not occur, because a political price has to ibe money from general revenue, because the effect of using
paid when you do things like that. It is just as easy to use ¢ghose superannuation funds on a project like that, where the
naked majority to look at a project and say, ‘This is fine. Noeconomic benefit is negative, is that you are really saying that
more questions. Thank you very much. Off you go.’ But youthe taxpayer has to top up the unfunded liability out of
do not do it because, as | said, the minority cause yogeneral revenue. You may as well have taken the money out
difficulty. You just do not get to do those sorts of things. | amof general revenue to start with.

in the hands of the house. | cannot protect people from the This is a deceitful ploy. It is rotten, crooked and old hat.
outcome of a voting system where the majority tends tdt does not belong in the 21st century, and the member for
win—not on this clause or any other, and not on the proviBright ought to understand that. There is no place for pork-
sions. If any Public Works Committee were to nakedly usebarrelling government’s desires by resorting to the plunder
government numbers in this way or in any of the other way®f a superannuation fund only to have to top up what it took

I have suggested, it would have a very serious political pricevith its left hand with the right hand in the general revenue

for the party responsible for doing it. section. The superannuation of public servants has to be paid,
TheHon. |.P. LEWIS: | move: so you should not be using superannuation funds in this
Delete (4)(a) manner. The funds ought to be managed in a way which
and assures that they can meet the reasonable obligations and pay-
4(b) ) outs required as they arise.
atthe end of line 39— Applying funds to these kinds of projects is dead wrong

insert after ‘nas’ the word ‘unanimously because it means that you will not get any return on them, let

I know this amendment has not been circulated to thejlone a reasonable return. That is subsection (4)(a).
chamber, but let me explain. Subsection (4) is the bit which |n relation to subsection (4)(b) to which the member for
allows the minister to exempt a public work that would Bright has been referring, the part about where the minister
otherwise be examined by the committee from beingan exempt it so long as the committee agrees, | warn the
examined by the committee. Part A is an outrageous part Ghinister against keeping that, because he will not be minister
the act that ought to be removed anyway. forever and neither will the rest of his colleagues. Some of

The ACTING CHAIRMAN (Mr Snelling): Order! Can  the scoundrels who follow after him will do as the member
| interrupt the member for Hammond for a moment. Thefor Bright and | have suggested—and | do not know who
minister does not have a copy of the amendment, becausetifose scoundrels will be: they are not yet known, but they will
has just been brought up to the table. come in the fullness of time (however full that may be). All

TheHon. I.P.LEWIS: Yes; | am explaining it to him. we have to do to put this proposition beyond reasonable doubt
There is nothing in standing orders that says | have to give &s to its probity in public terms is to insert one word, and that

copy to anybody, Mr Chairman, other than to you. is the word ‘unanimously’, where the clause provides:
TheACTING CHAIRMAN: Order! I think it is reason- refer to the Public Works Committee by force of this section and

able for the minister to have it in front of him. the committee has unanimously agreed to the exemption [proposed
TheHon. |.P.LEWIS: | cannot hear what you are by the minister] to this project.

saying, Mr Chairman. If the committee is not unanimous, it does not get exempted:

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: | think itis reasonable for it is as simple as that. In that way, there is no chance for the
the minister to have a copy of the amendment in front of himminister to either deliberately or inadvertently get trapped in

TheHon. |.P. LEWIS: Notwithstanding what you think controversy, because there are members from other than the
is reasonable, the standing orders do not require it, and | agpvernment party on the committee and, if they see some-
quite happy for the minister to have a copy. | regret that hehing about the exemption to which they object, they can
does not have a copy, but | resent being called to order whesimply, if you like, question it and call it.
I am not being disorderly. | was explaining. Subsection (4) TheHon. PF. CONLON: I indicate that the reason for
has two provisions under which it might be possible for thenew subsection (4)(a) is that, if it were not there, and a
minister to exempt a public work from being referred to thecommittee sought to review a matter undertaken by a
Public Works Committee. The first one is outrageous. lisuperannuation fund, it would run into direct conflict with at
should never have been in the previous act, because adeast one (and probably two) federal laws and would lose.
student of economics in no small measure, you would knowl'he new subsection prevents that from occurring. We may
as would other honourable members here that, if the govermot like it, but the truth is that, where there is a direct conflict,
ment has to resort to using superannuation funds, it mearisderal laws prevail over state laws. The federal superannua-
that no-one else in the private sector—no bank or financgon act provides that we cannot direct a superannuation
house—uwiill back the project. It is totally uneconomic, and wetrustee. It prevents the committee running into conflict with
have recent history to illustrate the point | am making, wherghe federal law. | understand what the honourable member is
the superannuation funds were used at the governmentsying, but | do not think we can—
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The Hon. |.P. Lewis interjecting: NOES (cont.)

The Hon. P.F. CONLON: Even though | was not sure Chapman, v. A. Ciccarello, V.
about administrative law, | know that | am on safe ground in Conlon, P. F. (teller) Evans, |. F.
saying that, if we run into conflict with the federal law, we Foley, K. O. Geraghty, R. K.
will lose. On the second issue, | say: why cure this one small Goldsworthy, R. M. Hall, J. L.
element of the committee and not all the others? Why not Hamilton-Smith M. L. J. Key, S. W.
make them all a unanimous vote? The truth is because Kotz, D. C. Koutsantonis, T.
unanimity in a political system is very hard to obtain, and it Lomax-Smith, J. D. Matthew, W. A.
would render useless the worthwhile intent of the clause. Maywald, K. A. McEwen, R. J.

The Hon. I.P. Lewis’s amendment negatived; the Hon. McFetridge, D. Meier, E. J.
W.A. Matthew’s amendment negatived. O’Brien, M. F. Penfold, E. M.

Mr HANNA: | want to proceed with my amendment No. Rankine, J. M. Rau, J. R.

2, but | do not want to proceed with amendment No. 3 Redmond, I. M. Scalzi G.
because it is consequential. | move: Snelling, J. J. Stevens, L.
Page 5, after line 5—Insert: Thompson, M. G. Weatherill, J. W.

(5a) In d%ter][nining what i? a pu%lli_c Workl,(and in estimat- Williams, M. R. Wright, M. J.
Ic?i\g/]isstioen gftgr%rg?:étosoaag l:o Ir%ﬁgrit’aap)%)é:rr ttlgctl)?al a Majority of 32 for the_noes'
number of separate projects is to be ignored. Amendment thus negatived; clause passed.

This amendment inserts a new subclause. Essentially, it is a Schedule and long title passed.

direction that governments should not disaggregate the value Bill reported without amendment.

of a particular public work so as to get in under the radar and, o

through fraudulent accounting, come up with a series of small TheHon. PF. CONLON (Minister for Infrastructure):
projects that are not worthy of the attention of the Public! move:

Works Committee according to the thresholds established That this bill be now read a third time.

under this legislation.

For example, if there was a long stretch of road which TheHon. WA. MATTHEW (Bright): | will be very
could be let out as the subject of a single contract fobrief with my comments. In accordance with my address to
$10.8 million, an unscrupulous government could, in theorythe house during the second reading stage, | advise that as the
let out 12 contracts for $900 000 each. None of thos@mendment put forward by the member for Mitchell in
individual contracts would need to be referred to the Publi¢elation to the ceiling of works to be referred to the Public
Works Committee—not even brought to its attention. Thaiorks Committee has remained at $10 million, it is for that
may be unlikely: it may be something that is ultimately reason and that reason alone the opposition will be opposing
uncovered and a political price would be paid for it if that isthe bill at its third reading stage.
the case. But the intention of the amendment is to stop any As | indicated during my second reading speech, the
attempt at that unscrupulous practice. There have beapposition is supportive of many of the principles of the bill.
examples of this in the past. | will go into details if | need to However, it is the view of the opposition that increasing the
but | think that everyone appreciates that this has occurred itireshold from the present $4 million to $10 million unac-
the past, and so it is a matter of stating that principle to guideeptably restricts the number of projects that go to the Public
the deliberations of future governments and committees. Works Committee. The minister has told the house that since

TheHon. PF. CONLON: | sympathise with the position November 2001 only 29 projects have been referred to that
of the member for Mitchell, and it surprises me that he saysommittee, which is an average of fewer than 10 a year. We
that there have been examples, because | would have thoudimd it untenable that that number could be further reduced by
that the law had some capacity to defend itself, but | take osuch an amendment. We have been given no evidence of any
board what he says. | cannot accept the amendment at thisoject that has been unduly delayed as a consequence of the
point. | am not in a position to do that and | need to takeevel being where itis, and there has been no evidence of any
advice from my colleagues. | would like to take advice,complaint (not one complaint has been detailed to the
because | have not been able to do that to this point, as mommittee), and therefore, despite some other provisions in
whether there are any unintended consequences of tlte bill which are commendable, it is with regret that we are
wording as suggested. | cannot accept it here but | wilplaced in a position where we must oppose it.
undertake to take some further advice and talk to colleagues. There is every chance that we will be unsuccessful and
The logic of it is attractive in the sense that, if we create a lawthat the bill will then go to another place. | point out to the
in this place, | do not think that we want to see it underminechouse that the reason why opposition members opposed the
by device, which is the purpose. | am not in a position toamendment put by the member for Mitchell to prevent
accept it now but | can indicate that between here and thprojects from being separated so that they avoid referral to the
other place | will take further advice and talk further to my Public Works Committee was not because we disagreed with

party colleagues. the intent of the member for Mitchell. In fact, we strongly
The committee divided on the amendment: agreed with the intent, and we commend him for bringing his
AYES (4) amendment to the house. The reason that we opposed that
Gunn, G. M. Hanna, K. (teller) amendment was to uphold a longstanding convention, that is,
Lewis, I. P. Venning, I. H. that when a minister indicates that he supports the intent of
NOES (36) an amendment and when a minister indicates that he needs
Atkinson, M. J. Bedford, F. E. to take further legal advice and will bring that legal advice to
Breuer, L. R. Brown, D. C. another place, in my experience it has been the convention of

Buckby M. R. Caica, P. the parliament that the minister’s offer will be accepted, and
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therefore the amendment will not be proceeded with so that NOES (17)
the minister has the opportunity to take that further counsel. Brown, D. C. Buckby, M. R.
Itis for that reason, and that reason alone, that opposition Chapman, V. A. Evans, I. F.
members oppose the amendment of the member for Mitchell, Goldsworthy, R. M. Gunn, G. M.
and we take the minister on his word that he will obtain that Hall, J. L. Hamilton-Smith, M. L. J.
advice, that he will bring it back to another place if the bill Kotz, D. C. Matthew, W. A. (teller)
does pass the third reading tonight and that that matter will McFetridge, D. Meier, E. J.
be dealt with appropriately. Penfold, E. M. Redmond, I. M.
The committee divided on the third reading: Scalzi, G. Venning, I. H.
AYES (23) Williams, M. R.
Atkinson, M. J. Bedford, F. E. PAIR(S)
Breuer, L. R. Caica, P. Rann, M. D. Kerin, R. G.
Ciccarello, V. Conlon, P. F. (teller) White, P. L. Brokenshire, R. L.
Foley, K. O. Geraghty, R. K. Hill, J. D. Brindal, M. K.
Hanna, K. Key, S. W. oo
Koutsantonis, T. Lo):nax-Smith, J.D. Majority of 6 for the ayes.
Maywald, K. A. McEwen, R. J. Third reading thus carried.
O’'Brien, M. F. Rankine, J. M.
Rau, J. R. Snelling, J. J. ADJOURNMENT
Stevens, L. Such, R. B.
Thompson, M. G. Weatherill, J. W. At 11.36 p.m. the house adjourned until Thursday

Wright, M. J.

17 February at 10.30 a.m.



