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off, but who so badly wanted to do something practical to
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY help. It was their way of managing their grief and of saying

to those people who they would never know and never meet,
Thursday 17 February 2005 ‘We care about you.

Their generosity was quite amazing, but not surprising.
Their generosity and preparedness to give is a hallmark of our
community, where daily we see people willing to give of
themselves and to give their time to make our community
TSUNAMI AND EYRE PENINSULA BUSHFIRES better. Public servants volunteer in many ways, but these

MsRANKINE (Wright): | move: were exceptional circumstances and their efforts were by any

measure outstanding. The call centre operated from 6 a.m. to

That this house acknowledges the great contribution of many ., - . .
hundreds of South Australian public servants, health professionali’,ﬁ''dn'ght over a two-week period and took credit card

police and fire officers who provided invaluable assistance, both donations of approximately $4 million. During our visit, the
home and abroad, in the provision of emergency relief and aid t&®ked Cross could not express strongly enough its appreciation
victims of the recent Asian tsunami, and the disastrous Eyrgyf the efforts of our state’s public servants—those who
Peninsula bushfires. volunteered at the call centre, those who helped with the data
In moving this motion today, | wish to pay tribute to the very entry and those who worked at fundraising events—over
real courage of many hundreds of South Australian publia 000 new volunteers assisting the Red Cross: something
servants who assisted in so many ways in the tsunami religfiose involved can be truly proud of.
efforts. In my contribution to the debate on the Premier's within 48 hours of the request being received,
condolence motion in relation to the Eyre Peninsula bushfirg3 people—a team leader, four surgeons, four anaesthetists,
last week, | said that was one of those situations where weight operating room nurses, an emergency physician, a
will always remember where we were and what we wereaediatric infectious diseases physician, an emergency nurse,
doing as news of the fire broke. | am sure members would bgvo paramedics and a fire service officer—left Adelaide for
hard pressed to find anyone who does not know what theganda Aceh where they undertook nearly 200 surgical
were doing as the terrible news of the tsunami broke oprocedures. They performed major craniofacial procedures,
Boxing Day 2004. orthopaedic reconstruction, and skin grafting of extensive
I am sure we all felt the same amazement as the newsounds to arms, legs and other parts of people’s bodies. They
filtered through, firstly, of maybe 10 000 deaths, thendid this in circumstances which | am sure none of them ever
thousands more, then hundreds of thousands—magined.
incomprehensible numbers of people killed: mothers, fathers, Surrounded by the most despairing devastation, they
brothers, sisters, sons, daughters, babies, grandmas, grandpasiked to establish a functioning hospital. They worked
families wiped out, communities wiped out; and, in somewithout anaesthetic machines and without anaesthetic gasses.
areas, nearly their entire next generation gone, locals gon®hey had no running water; sometimes they had power,
holiday-makers gone, homes and businesses gone—all ofgbmetimes not; and, as members can imagine, major prob-
quite incomprehensible. The events of Boxing Day 2004, likdems with hygiene and cleanliness. They stayed 14 days
September 11, transcended the boundaries of nations, wipedring for the people of Banda Aceh. | was privileged, along
away our religious and cultural differences and removed thevith the Premier and Minister for Health, to welcome these
divide of skin colour. They reduced us all, as it should be, tqpeople home upon their return. The excitement on the faces
people caring for each other. of the children as they saw their mum or dad coming through
It highlighted our sameness, not our differences. | am surthe arrivals passage was a joy to behold, as was the love and
there was not a mother anywhere who did not shed tears f@ride on the faces of their family members waiting to take
the mothers of Aceh, SriLanka, India and Thailand who losthem back into their arms.
their children. | am sure there was not a mother anywhere A team of two scientists and a microbiologist also
who did not shed tears when that tiny 18-month old baby waprovided critical assistance in Aceh. They took with them the
found floating on a mattress some two days after the tsunangupplies and equipment needed to establish a microbiology
This time tears of joy that, above all, miracles and great hopkaboratory. This was vitally important in the testing of water
survive above all else. Our news services are constantly fufbr safe consumption, the control of infectious disease, the
of tragic events. | think sometimes we become immune taliagnosis of malaria, dengue fever and pneumonia, as well
them, but every now and again something such as thias treatment of wound infections. Their work was life-saving
happens and we are reminded of how lucky we are; how ourork.
own sometimes selfish wants are just that. We are reminded Our South Australian police also made a major contribu-
of what is really important—and that is clearly our lovedtion, working with the Australian Federal Police in their
ones. Missing Person’s Unit within the forensic major incident
We are reminded of our place in the world. | guess it is aoom in Canberra, initially with the primary responsibility for
perverse sort of comfort that, with the upheaval which occurghe investigation of South Australians listed as missing, as
daily, we can still be moved. Our state’s public servants fronwell as assisting the overall management of inquires concern-
many disciplines and in many ways responded to théng Australians. Five officers were also deployed to Phuket,
devastation in real and practical ways which made a differwhere they worked from the mortuary—fingerprinting
ence. A call went out for public servants who could assist theictims, photographing and recording victims and their
Red Cross at its call centre. They needed people to help takdentifiable features. We know that police officers often have
the calls from those wanting to donate to their emergencyo perform tasks that involve distressing situations. Like
fund. Within an hour, over 400 people had answered that caldoctors, nurses and ambulance officers, they are trained to
400. | visited the call centre with the Premier and spoke withperform their duties in situations most of us would never
those public servant volunteers who were on holiday or daysncounter and never want to encounter.

The SPEAKER (Hon. I.P. Lewis) took the chair at
10.30 a.m. and read prayers.
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| venture to say, however, that no amount of training, ndout of themselves. Those public servants who responded to
level of experience, could prepare or steel anyone against thiee tsunami relief and assisted residents of the West Coast are
level of grievance and despair these people faced. | canndeserving of our admiration and appreciation.
help wondering what would keep you going in a situation like 1 would very much like to record the names of all these
this. | venture to say that these were circumstances whekgonderful people, but there are so many it is just impossible.
people showed real courage and bravery. | am sure they werdave done my best to acknowledge all the organisations
helped by the knowledge that they were helping so manjnvolved and | apologise if | have omitted anyone. The
loved ones at least have the comfort of finding their familyfamilies of public servants involved in these disasters are also
member. Many police officers have also been working withdeserving of our great appreciation. It is often the most
families at home to help locate and identify missing persondifficult of tasks to try to maintain normality in your home

As | said in my opening remarks last week, this has beeifor your children while worried about the safety of a loved
one of the most bewildering Christmas/new year periods | caone. It is distressing for children to be without their mum or
ever remember. Our entire community responded in the mosfad, and the aftermath can also be a difficult time for all.
magnificent way to both the tsunami relief effort and theThese people have, in each their own way, done themselves
West Coast bushfire through their volunteering efforts angbroud. They have done their families proud and they did our
donations. There is little doubt that we are at our best in timestate proud. This is one small way we in this house can show
of crisis. My reason for putting this motion to the house is toour appreciation and thanks and I urge all members to support
honour the many hundreds of public servants for theithis motion.
magnificent efforts. We need to remember that our public The SPEAKER: I take it that the honourable member
servants are not separate entities within our community. Theyeeks leave of the house to amend her motion to include at the
are very much a part of our community and their effortsend of her motion, after the words ‘the recent Asian tsunami’
throughout this disaster and the Eyre Peninsula bushfires atie words ‘and the disastrous Eyre Peninsula bushfires’.
real examples of just how much a part they are, how skilled MsRANKINE: | would be very pleased to do that, sir.
they are, how professional they are, how much they are in |eave granted.
times of need prepared to sacrifice and how generous they The SPEAKER: Without wanting to impair anyone’s
are. Itis important to remember we would not have coped agbility to contribute to the debate, is there any opposition to
well as we did without their efforts and their commitment. the proposition? There being none, and that is acknowledged

Some might argue, or level a tiny amount of criticism, thatpy the chair and on the record now, a way of dealing with this
this was not a useful exercise in parliamentary procedure by to simply put the proposition and move on without it
rather a time-wasting exercise. | make no apology at all fogetracting from the way in which honourable members

putting this matter to the house. | know of no-one moresupport the proposal. Unless anyone objects to that course of
deserving of commendation and | am sure those assisted Btion, | will put the question.

our medical and scientific personnel, police and fire officers, Motion carried.
would agree, as would those ably assisted on the West Coast.
We had of course our wonderful emergency service volun- RING CYCLE
teers over there on the ground risking their lives, but we also
had police, paid staff in the SES and CFS, and SA Ambu- Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): | move:
lance managing critical issues at the height of the crisis and That this house congratulates the State Opera of South Australia
beyond. for its outstanding production ober Ring des Nibelungen by
Our health services swung into action with the PortRichard Wagner and, in particular, General Director—Stephen

; : r ; ; ; Phillips, Corporate Sponsor—United Utilities Australia, Conduc-
Lincoln Health Service providing immediate medlcalt r—Asher Fisch, Director—Elke Neidhardt, Set Designer—Michael

assistance, counselling and support. The Eyre Regionakott-Mitchell, Lighting Designer & Associate Set Designer—Nick
Health Service, including its mental health team, providedschlieper, Costume Designer—Stephen Curtis, the Adelaide

trauma counselling. The Tumby Bay Hospital and theSymphony Orchestra, and all of the artists, performers, crew and
Cummins District Memorial Hospital provided clinical care, donors for their contribution to the success of this production.
mental health services, emergency and disaster responseln moving this motion | draw to the attention of the house the
Agencies outside the area also assisted with assessmedtstanding success of the State Opera company in its
counselling and support, namely: nursing staff from Noar{roduction of the internationally acclaimed Wagnéd®isg
lunga Health Service, Port Augusta Mental Health Servicessycle. | do so because | think it is very important for the state
Rural and Remote Mental Health Services, Children, Youttparliament to acknowledge major accomplishments by our
and Women's Health Service, Northern and Far Westerarts bodies—as indeed by sporting bodies and business
councillors and the western ASIS team. We had DAIS stafentities and all those enterprises that spring from this fabulous
providing on the ground support that ensured basic but vitaitate. This particular achievement was something of not only
equipment was available, from cars to generators to portaloostate and national significance but also, as | have said, of
Housing Trust officers and CIFs officers were working aboveinternational significance, and it warrants particular note.
and beyond the call of duty to ensure the suffering being TheRingis indeed the Mount Everest of opera. It is the
endured was minimised as much as possible. PIRSA staffinnacle and perhaps the greatest achievement to which an
slept in swags in the local office, only to be up again at theopera company can aspire. The costs in this particular case
crack of dawn to carry on with one of the most awful tasks:(and | will come back to this later) were in the vicinity of
that of destroying injured livestock. $15 million and tickets sold for anything up to $1 500 each.
People from SA Water and ETSA, while no longer part ofPeople came from all around the world to see this perform-
the Public Service per se, performed a great public serviceince and were prepared to pay comfortably to do so, knowing
| have received the most glowing reports of their efforts inthat they were seeing something of an international standard.
restoring essential services to this region, working to It had a cast of 49 principal roles and a chorus comprising
exhaustion levels. These people not only gave of their skillaround 70 people. In this production, in particular, there were
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about 50 extras, including a bountiful range of children andinbelievable. The water curtain, the fire effects and all of the
other actors drawn mainly from the local acting and performstage adornments were world class and, arguably, according
ing communities. The Adelaide Symphony Orchestrao some of those Wagnerites who attended from around the
expanded its number of players from 75 to 120 for theworld, the best that have ever been.
production, and it was indeed an epic for the Adelaide Nick Schlieper was the lighting designer and associate set
Symphony Orchestra as well. Cycle One took place betweetesigner and Stephen Curtis the costume designer. The
16 and 22 November; then the cycle was repeated frornostumes were brilliant, and sometimes brilliant in their
26 November to 2 December; and then of course the thirdimplicity and their refreshing style. Jennifer Barnes, John
cycle took place between 6 and 12 December. Brocheler (who played a fantastic Wotan), Andrew Brunsdon,
The well-known and acclaimed international correspondElizabeth Campbell, Joanna Cole and Andrew Collis—and
ent for theTimes and theWall Sreet Journal in Europe, Mr | could go on and run through the whole of the cast—all
Paul Levy (who is, coincidentally, writing a book on brought it altogether and made it come alive on stage. All of
Wagner'sRing cycle), was in Adelaide for the performance them, and | cannot go through them all, were simply a

and he said: brilliant combination of overseas and Australian talent. The
Itis quite clear to me that this was aworld class producias ~ ChOrus, as | have mentioned, are too numerous to name.
Rheingold was a good start but whddie Walkiire came along you Then there are the conductors: the guest conductor

certainly saw the purpose of the set. This grand, expensive gestuNicholas Braithwaite and the guest coach and rehearsal
rug.-allyI pulleddthef v;/hole thing into focus. Then the performances werggnductor Sharolyn Kimmorley. All these people need to be
SImply wonderiul. _ _ sent a message from this parliament—

Those sorts of accolades were repeated in the national and The Hon. M.J. Atkinson interjecting:

international press. | notehe Advertiser on 16 December in Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: The Attorney interjects and

an editorial strongly acclaimed the accomplishment an&hows his ignorance. If he wants to make a contribution he

commended the opera company for its fabulous achievemerghould stand up and make one. We would be delighted to hear
Of course, local arts writers writing iThe Advertiser it

underpinned the point, extensively praising the production. Members interjecting:
I noted commentary ifihe Australian andFinancial Review, The SPEAK ER: Order!
and on the national electronic media (both radio and televi- My HAMILTON-SMITH: | particularly want to mention
sion), all acclaiming this as perhaps one of the best-evahe Adelaide Symphony Orchestra. The violins, violas and
performances of WagnerRing. Really, as | said, it is an cellos, all the groups that expanded specifically for this
accomplishment of which we should all be proud. production, were to be commended. The ASO has had some
These accomplishments are not achieved easily. Theyfficult times and some funding problems. It has had some
require a talented group of people; they require sponsors; anfifficult patches, particularly in the last couple of years, but
they require an outstanding management team. | begin ki be able to come together and support this production of
particularly commending, as my motion states, Mr StepheWagner'sRing in the way they did before an international
Phillips, the General Director of State Opera, for his outstandaudience attests to the quality of the ASO. Both these
ing leadership throughout the preparation and performanagompanies are iconic institutions in this state and they
of Wagner’'sRing. It was, indeed, the first performance of the warrant funding, Treasurer.
Ring wholly created in Australia. Members might remember  TheHon. K.O. Foley: More money: | knew it was
we earlier performed theing and presented a production but, coming from somewhere!
of course, it was a production from overseas that we reinvent- Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: The Treasurer is waving his
ed here. This was indeed something of our own creation. Thafands in the air, going ‘Oh my God, more commitments’. But
cannot be done without firm and outstanding leadership, arnl.ey do warrant funding. It is aimost impossible to imagine—
that was certainly provided by Stephen. Of course, he was Members interjecting:
supported by the State Opera Board, Arts SA and the Major The SPEAKER: Order! The house has shown courtesy
Performing Arts Board of the Australia Council which all so far this morning, until the arrival of the Attorney-General
helped to guide the company through these sometimesnd the Deputy Premier, of hearing the contributions in
difficult times, as I will mention shortly, to achieve such an sjlence.
outstanding outcome. TheHon. M.J. Atkinson: | have been here from the start,
Of course, corporate sponsors, and Graham Dooley, thadr. | have been here from the kick-off.
Managing Director of United Utilities Australia, being atthe  The SPEAKER: If the Attorney implies that we should
head of that group of sponsors, are also to be commendedascribe the responsibility for the disruption to the Deputy
commend also not only the corporate sponsors but also, Gfremier entirely, that is a matter for him, not me. | make the
course, all the individual sponsors of the corporate programoint that such motions are an important part of what we do
and the various categories (such as Gold, Swords, Speas, inspire the pursuit of excellence amongst those people in
Valhalla, Magic Fire and so on). All made donations orSouth Australia’s community who make our state a much
contributed in one way or another to ensuring this outstandinpetter place in consequence and that, in the process of doing

achievement was brought to the stage. so, one outline of that by the mover is probably adequate in
I should also mention the conductor, Asher Fisch. He didhe event that no member dissents from the proposition.
an outstanding job. The Adelaide production of Rieg was We have already done that once this morning and it may

Wagner'sLohengrin. Choreographically, it is also the last be a way of saving a lot of time and enabling us to get
opera Wagner composed before turning to work on whathrough more of the material awaiting debate on the private
becameéDer Ring des Nibelungen. The accompaniment was members’ Notice Paper. However, by disrupting in a

simply fantastic. The director, Elke Neidhardt, did andisorderly manner through interjecting on the proposer of the
outstanding job and, of course, then you have people such asotion, the only result achieved is to make it mandatory,
Michael Scott-Mitchell, the set designer. These sets weralmost, in the minds of those who have had their thoughts
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stirred and disrupted in the process of the proposition being few years; whether or not this same talented group of
put, to respond; and that takes up more time than woulgeople could give us another production using the same
otherwise ever have been prudent or necessary to get tidrastructure they have now; or whether it should simply be
message across. The honourable member for Waite has thexed up and left in a warehouse, perhaps sold off under

call. licence to someone else, sent overseas, or whatever. But |
Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: The Attorney shows his lack think there is a challenge now: how do we build on this

of interest and commitment— success? There is no question that it resulted in a considerable
The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member will inflow—

simply stick to the subject. The SPEAKER: Notwithstanding the desire of the

Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: The production was not member for Waite to canvass that, it would have been
without its controversies. The question of funding for thecompetent for him to give notice of his wish by leave to
Ring Cycle was the subject of comment in the Auditor- extend his motion to include the opportunity to canvass it.
General's Report and also the subject of inquiry by me of th&Vithout doing so, | will rule it out of order.
government in June and at other times in 2004, because the Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: Mr Speaker—
minister responsible for theing was the Premier, as Minister The SPEAKER: There is nothing in the motion, may |
for the Arts. During his period at the helm of the budget andpoint out to the member for Waite, which enables him to
management of State Opera and Riag, things went off address the question of fiscal responsibility.
track, leading to a budget blowout in the vicinity of $4 mil- ~ Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: Mr Speaker, of course your
lion in the financial provision for the event. The original ruling is right, but | understand that the practice during
budget was around $11 million and the final outcome was iprivate members’ time has been to give members a little
excess of $15 million. flexibility, while addressing their remarks to the substance of

When that was brought to light, | note that the Premierthe motion, to explore issues that link to the motion. Certain-
very promptly flicked responsibility for State Opera and thely, that has been the practice in my time here. Almost every
Ring to the Minister Assisting the Premier in the Arts who, motion that has been put in private members’ time—
from his answers to questions in June, did not seem very Time expired.
happy with the sudden arrival of that responsibility in his  The SPEAKER: Is there any dissent from the proposition
portfolio office. It was another example of where, when it isof the motion?
good news, the Premier as Minister for the Arts wants to be Mr SNELLING (Playford): | am standing, sir, seeking
there announcing it, and the minute there is any problem ihe call. | move:
gets flicked off to some other minister to wear the odium for 14t the debate be adjourned.
what went wrong. | think that everyone now in retrospect
believes that it was a good investment. Clearly, there was an
overspend, and a significant overspend.

The message | would give to the government is that th
government must take responsibility for financial manage
ment of the arts portfolio and must take responsibility for
ensuring that budgets are adhered to. The time for discoveri
whether or not the budget of $11 million was adequate wa
back in 2002 when this government came to office, not in th
middle of 2004, some time later, when it suddenly had t
come to the parliament and reveal a massive muItimiIIior}h

dollar budget blowout, which then, of course, regrettably esolve the matter and place their unanimous support. If there
caused some negative publicity, which all could have beeh f . P i > Support.
IS no dissent, it means that support is unanimous. Now that

E\égli(rj\i(ijng the government had got its sums right in thethe matter is to be adjourned, we will invariably take up a
It is not the problem of State Opera, which will naturally Minute or so every time itis called on, and | see no benefit
want to do the best job possible and, of course, will want toanjn\q/\%llfrr?gt]edtor:gtglsgég dh?rtulasv:/rc]% dss“f’l!e;rtl'ge.rgp,'“{ﬁﬁgt‘d
go and spend to ensure that that is delivered. And | commerX}Or n bronoun. and not ‘the chair'. Itis th hyi}’ desire t
it for that. However, it is the job of government to managethéJe Son pronoun, a ot the chair. 115 the chal's desire to

purse strings, and something went wrong on this occasiof>SIstin clearing thlotice Paper. So, the chair will shutup

What | want to ensure now is that State Opera is not punishe%fqd let the house proceed with Nstice Paper.

for this overspend. It would be regrettable if, for the next year
to two years—
The SPEAK ER: Order! The member for Waite will need MOLIK, MsA. AND HEWITT, Mr L.
to restrict his remarks to the proposition he has ori\ibtice
Paper rather than wander off into a criticism of the govern- ~ Mr CAICA (Colton): | move:
ment, which is not part of the proposition he puts to the 5t this house congratulates former South Australian Sports
chamber. Institute scholarship holders Alicia Molik and Lleyton Hewitt on
Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: Very well, sir. lam referring  their outstanding performances at the Australian Tennis Open last
to our capabilities to perform productions such asRhg. ~ month.
As | have said, thi&ing cycle was, indeed, an internationally South Australia enjoyed outstanding success at the 2005
successful event. | have congratulated the people who putAustralian Open at Melbourne Park, when 24-year-old Alicia
on. | am now saying that we need to build on that succes#Molik won her first Grand Slam title with Russian partner
There has been discussion about where to go witliRthg ~ Svetlana Kuznetsova when they defeated Americans Lindsay
cycle now—whether or not it should be performed again inDavenport and Corina Moriau in the women’s doubles final

Members interjecting:

The SPEAKER: I invite the member for Waite and the
@ttorney-GeneraI to slip out into the corridor and have a sip
out of a cold water bag.

Mr BRINDAL: Sir, I rise on a point of order. Before the
ovement of the adjournment, | thought | heard you ask
hether there was any contrary view to the previous motion.
simply seek your guidance. If no contrary view was

orthcoming, why was the matter not just put?
The SPEAKER: The chair was merely attempting to help
e chamber—all honourable members in the house then—to

Mr SNELLING secured the adjournment of the debate.
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of the Centenary Australian Open. Alicia is a former Southcourse, not all young tennis players can grow into champions;
Australian Sports Institute scholarship holder and, within fact, very few will. However, if nothing else, the young
Kuznetsova, they made a formidable pair and played solidlgspiring tennis players at Seaside (or any other local sporting
in the final to defeat the Americans in straight sets. club) will be left with an appreciation of the great game and

Prior to the Australian Open, Molik was ranked numbera level of skill and fitness that they can take with them
13in the world. Her strong performance in the doubles finabeyond their youth. As | mentioned earlier, sporting clubs
and her impressive victory over former world number onesuch as the Seaside Tennis Club provide first-class junior
player Venus Williams in the fourth round confirms that shecoaching, instil in its players a proper sporting ethos, while
is the player that Tennis Australia has been seeking for mognsuring that there is access to competition at an appropriate
of the open era, because she possesses the ability alestel. However, none of this can be achieved without a sound
temperament to be competitive against the world’s best. club administration.

Following her victory over Williams, Alicia became the  Seaside Tennis Club, like all clubs of a similar ilk, has
first Australian in 17 years through to the quarter finals in thesuch an administration. It is this as much as anything else that
Australian Open women’s singles. Although Alicia was has underpinned the success of the Seaside Tennis Club. In
unable to defeat the world’s number one woman playerthis regard, | would like to mention just a few of the many
Lindsay Davenport, her success in the open lifted her rankingsho deserve recognition: Club Secretary Margaret Nash and
to number 10 in the world, a ranking achieved for the firstPresident Sue Yeats head up an administration that has and
time. continues to lead this club with distinction. Following in the

I would also like to congratulate South Australian tennisfootsteps of those club volunteers who came before them,
great Lleyton Hewitt on reaching the 2005 Australian Opersuch as club legend Vic Hastwell to name but one, their focus
final for the first time. Although a past US Open championis on juniors and, in this regard, the future of Seaside looks
and Wimbledon winner, | understand that Hewitt had nofpositive. Given Seaside’s record, this can only be a good
previously advanced beyond the fourth round of the Austthing for Australian tennis.
ralian Open. The strong Russian player, Marat Safin, However, Seaside Tennis Club, like many local sporting
triumphed on the day. However, | am sure the house wiltlubs, struggles to make ends meet. The costs involved with
agree that Hewitt had wonderful championships, particularlyunning such a club, maintaining and improving facilities is
with regard to his outstanding five-set victories over Spaniardlways a struggle. | hope that Lleyton might consider this fact
Rafael Nadal and Argentinian David Nalbandian. Throughoutvhen reflecting on how far he has travelled, and recognise
his career Lleyton has demonstrated the heights that atkat it was Seaside and the local tennis scene that were major
achievable through sport. Also a former SA Sports Institutdactors contributing to his success. | hope that he and Alicia,
scholarship holder, his consistent determination and persiss she continues to find the success that she surely will, and
tence in his chosen sport continue to ensure that he makes starts to earn serious money, will put something back into
impact on the local, national and world sporting scene.  Seaside in the support of junior tennis so that a future batch

One does not just become a tennis champion, of coursef Lleyton Hewitts or Alicia Moliks can be nurtured and
Great tennis players do not become great unless their careefsveloped. | commend the motion to the house.
are built on a strong foundation. All great tennis players—in  Time expired.
fact, all great sports persons—were once young children
hitting tennis ball after tennis ball, soccer ball after soccer TheHon. M.R. BUCKBY (Light): I rise to support the
ball or shooting hoop after hoop at their local clubs, benefittmember for Colton in his motion, and to express my support
ing from the structures fundamental to any good sportingf the excellent sports people that are these two young
club: the provision of good coaching, good competition ancpeople, Alicia Molik and Lleyton Hewitt. Lleyton Hewitt
a sound and supportive administration. reminds me so much of Jimmy Connors in his early days,

Both Alicia Molik and Lleyton Hewitt were provided that when | remember watching Wimbledon at very early hours
foundation through their association with the Seaside Tenni# the morning, and seeing that same thrust of the fist up to
Club. It may be of interest to members that another greatharge himself on and to get his concentration to a greater
South Australian tennis player, Darren Cahill, played hidevel, and to eventually, hopefully, win Wimbledon which,
junior tennis at Seaside and, obviously, like Alicia andof course, he did. Lleyton’s actions and his level of determi-
Lleyton, benefited from his association with that outstandingnation and concentration remind me so much of Connors.
club. The Seaside Tennis Club was established at Grange in Connors was not a large framed man either, and | think
the early 1930s and moved to its current location at Cudmorthat is where Lleyton’s achievements in tennis go far beyond
Terrace, Henley Beach, many years ago. It originally hadhis physique. It just shows how determined this young man
eight courts and built up to the 12 courts that it now providesis to get to the top and to win, and we can only admire him

The club has approximately 200 junior players, as well agor that. Many of Lleyton Hewitt’s critics, | believe, have
fielding both senior men’s and women'’s teams. | am told thatbviously not played the game, as many of us have, and
many of the junior players also represent the club in theealise that the sort of actions that he undertakes on court are
senior competition. | have been informed that, since theurely an effort to increase his concentration and to boost the
success of Alicia and Lleyton, the phones have been ringingptensity with which he plays—they are not directed at any
off the hook with youngsters and their parents inquiring aboubf his opponents. Those who criticise him for that, | think, are
joining. | expect that this is not a situation unique to thequite wrong and, as | say, obviously do not have much
Seaside Tennis Club, that is, it would be a safe bet that thenowledge or have not played the game.
phones have been running hot at Henley South Tennis Club, Similarly, with Alicia Molik, | guess we could say that she
indeed, all local tennis clubs. is one who is now starting to bloom after a number of years.

That is one of the positive consequences of the ongoinblow great it is to see that it is a female South Australian who
success of both Molik and Hewitt. It inspires young peopleis getting to the top and leading the charge of women'’s tennis
to take an interest in tennis and explore their potential. O&round Australia. | think that her efforts over the past 12
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months have been outstanding. | am sure that the confidence The Australians serviced hospitals in Malaya, and later in
she has gained over that period of time will take her intaSingapore, and they were stretched to breaking point, and
2005, and we will see far greater things than we have in théhey worked in absolutely appalling conditions. They were
past, given the knowledge that she can now perform at thdacking basic medical facilities and basic medical supplies.
level, beat the best, and have self-belief in her own tennis. s we know, the hospitals were directly targeted regularly by
always takes a very good club to foster junior tennis, supplypombings at night, and the nurses were forced to work on
the coaching, and to nurture young people who are very keamany occasions without electricity, water. On 6 February
on tennis through into senior tennis and then onto the world942, the nurses were ordered to evacuate Singapore. Three
stage. vessels were used in that evacuation:\Wab Ui, theEmpire
Obviously, this club does an exceptional job, and thaar and theVyner Brooke. Despite the heavy bombing and
should also be congratulated. With those few words, | agairignificant number of casualties and deaths, the first two
congratulate Lleyton and Alicia. | think they are excellentships reached the safety of Australia. However, the third ship,
South Australians, and we can be very proud of them. Thethe Vyner Brooke, which was overcrowded with more than
are great tennis players, and | am sure we will see a lot mor800 people and had little defence capability, was the last ship
of them in the future. to set sail from Singapore on 12 February.
The 300 people on board, mainly women and children, a
Mrs GERAGHTY (Torrens): | briefly want to say that few wounded and 65 Australian nurses, were led by what |
| support the motion, and | must confess that | was absolutelguspect were absolutely formidable matrons of the day:
glued to the TV, along with Bob, during the whole series ofMatron Paschke and Matron Drummond. The nurses slept on
matches— the deck and tended the wounded. There were no washing
Mr Caica: That must have been painful. facilities and very little cleanliness. The medical facilities and
MrsGERAGHTY: It was, actually. | found myself being supplies were just about non-existent, and there was very
quite stressed and full of anxiety during the matches, but, dtle to eat. Two days after departure from Singapore, the
I said, | thoroughly enjoyed it. Alicia and Lleyton played with ship was sunk within 15 minutes of the first strike by
great skill, and | actually think they brought a great deallapanese planes. Only two lifeboats managed to launch
excitement to the game. My only disappointment was witrsafely, the rest having been sunk or machine-gunned and
a number of the line calls, but | am sure that, hopefully, thos@nable to be launched. These two remaining boats carried the
things will be rectified. | did thoroughly enjoy it, along with older passengers, the wounded and the remaining nursing
thousands of others, and | am sure we are all very proud disters.

these two fine young people. Matron Drummond and 21 nurses, along with a group of
Motion carried. wounded and civilians, who were predominantly women and
children, managed to reach Radji Beach on Bangka Island in
BANGKA DAY MEMORIAL SERVICE a lifeboat, and they were joined by other survivors who had
. swum or drifted ashore. While on the beach, a group of
MrsHALL (Morialta): | move: survivors decided that the best course of action was to
(a) that this house recognises the 63rd anniversary of the Banglaurrender to the Japanese. History records that the chief
Straits massacre on 16 February 1942; officer decided that he alone would walk to the nearby village

(b) Rﬁ’s’friﬁigr‘ft?,véom?r?swﬁtm%rﬂ&Cgﬂgﬁ??&?fs ”}?u;"‘iﬁhof Muntok to conduct the surrender. After he had left the

honouring the memory of the Australian nurses killed in thegroup on the beach, there was a great deal of restlessness.

Bangka Straits; and They were starving hungry as they had not eaten for such a
(c) acknowledges the Bangka Day Memorial Service held on 13ong time, and many of the women and able-bodied men
February 2005 at the St Mary’s playing fields. decided that they, too, would follow the chief officer and

In moving this motion | acknowledge the cooperation of aparticipate in the surrender. The nurses, therefore, remained
number of my colleagues on both sides of the chamber whon the beach to tend the wounded who were unable to move.
have agreed to postpone their motions to enable this motion History records that a group of about 25 English soldiers
to be put today given the proximity of the dates and thehad drifted in on another lifeboat, because their ship had been
significance of the anniversary. As many would know, on thesunk the night after th&yner Brooke had been sunk. When
closest Sunday to 16 February each year the Bangka Dakis group was discovered on the beach by Japanese soldiers,
Memorial Service is held to honour the memory of thethe nurses and the English troops were separated. The men
Australian nurses who were killed on Bangka Island on 16vere led along the beach, and history records that they were
February 1942. machine-gunned and, where that had not been successful,
History shows, and | guess we have all seen and hearthey were bayoneted. The nurses were ordered to walk into
many of the stories of the 22 Australian nurses who werghe sea to meet their fate: they, too, were machine-gunned.
machine-gunned by Japanese troops after being orderedTais tragedy has spawned one of the most remarkable stories
walk into the waters off the island. The Australian Army of heroism, strength and absolute stubbornness and determi-
Nursing Service was one of only two women'’s services thahation to survive, not only to tell the story of what happened
were active at the outbreak of World War 1l in 1939. Thereto her colleagues but also to ensure that the world knew what
were some 13 000 trained nurses with a further 600 omwas happening. That was the story of Sister Vivian
reserve but in addition, by 1940, another 4 000 applicationBullwinkel.
had been received from those women wishing to participate Many of us are aware of her story not only through a
in overseas service. These nursing sisters served on hospitabvie based on her experiences, caladadise Road, but
ships, troop transports, base and camp hospitals and, indeedso from numerous books, accounts and television specials.
in POW camps. There were approximately 100 Australian think it is truly a story of enormous courage and inspiration
nursing sisters stationed in the South Pacific at the time of thi® many Australians, both male and female. As we know from
Japanese bombing of Pearl Harbour on 7 December 1941these accounts, Sister Bullwinkel was shot in the hip. She
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feigned death and remained in the water, pretending to be | now refer specifically to those who support this event
dead and hoping that she might be able to leave the wateach year. Its patron is Her Excellency Marjorie Jackson-
when the Japanese soldiers had left the scene of the massadtelson, the Governor of South Australia; and it is very well
She managed to creep into the jungle and, after two daysupported by numerous women from the groups of various
returned to the beach, where she discovered an EnglidRSL clubs, representatives from the various veteran groups,
soldier who had managed to survive the bayonets of ththe Returned Sisters, the Returned Service Women and many
Japanese. There she cared for him and, after being rejectegpresentatives of local government, and a number of
several times by local villagers when asking for assistancanembers of this chamber regularly attend the service. My
they eventually decided that the only chance of survival wasiew is that it shows the respect this community affords not
to give themselves up to the Japanese and claim that they hadly those nurses who gave their lives but those who continue
been shipwrecked. Sister Bullwinkel was reunited with manyto work to honour their memory. This year, as in previous
of her fellow survivors from th&yner Brookewho had been years, it was really encouraging to see so many young women
taken alive and placed in the POW camp. It was only throughvho use those magnificent facilities assisting in the arrange-
the coordinated silence of the party in the camp did thenents for the day, and | have to say also taking up collections
Japanese remain unaware of her having escaped the massdoradd to the coffers.
and, therefore, able to give an eyewitness account of the The current committee of the South Australian Women'’s
tragedy in the future. Memorial Playing Fields deserves our thanks. The committee
The story of the Bangka Straits massacre is truly a storjficludes: Denise Chapman, Charmaine Taylor, Tess Beneke,
of courage and loyalty to one’s country and fellow man in olin Addison, Bev Fellows, Rosemary Adey, Richard
time of war. When preparing this contribution, | found the Greenhalgh, Bruce Parker, Noel Trigg, Ruth Harrington,
Australian Army Nursing Service pledge of service. | shallLieutenant Colonel Lee Martin, Peter Stanford, Robyn

not read it all, but I think that the last four lines are appropri-Granger and Colin Giles. They lead a group of very dedicated
ate to this story. They are, as follows: and active volunteers who work tirelessly to ensure that we

) ) ) - never forget the events of 63 years ago yesterday. As | said
At all times | will endeavour to uphold the highest traditions of earlier, | thank colleagues who have enabled this motion to
womanhood and of the profession of which | am part. be brought on today to mark the anniversary.
Even in the POW camp, these Australian nursing sisters Inconcluding my remarks, | refer to the memorial service
continued to care for the wounded in the section of the camprogram which lists the nursing sisters who were massacred
set aside as a casualty room and a hospital; it bore littlet that island and who were South Australians. They were:
resemblance to the hospitals we know today. E.L. Balfour-Ogilvy, I.M. Drummond, F.R. Casson, LF.
Moving from those extraordinarily circumstances, | turn Fairweather and E.L. Keats. It lists those who were lost with

to the year 2005, because | think it appropriate that this hougge sinking of thevyner-Brooke in Bangka Straits: M.H.M.
pay a tribute to the tireless work of another group of20rsh and A.M. Trenerry. It also lists the person who died
women—the South Australian Women’s Memorial Playing/Nile @ prisoner of war, namely, W.R. Raymont. The
Fields trust—who continue to provide a fitting tribute to thoseP09ram states: _ N _

nurses who were killed in the line of duty, just as the playing Ve also remember Sister V. Vivian Bullwinkel (Statham)

. . Sole survivor of the Bangka Massacre
fields themselves are a magnificent symbol of the honour to . ~%%.c i 5001

their memory. Their names liveth for evermore.

Mr Speaker, we know the basic story of what has hapt ask that this house recognises the following motion and urge
pened since because it has been recordéthiisard in the  jts support, and | thank members for their cooperation.
past, but | do believe it is a suitable recognition for the
ongoing work of those women. History of the playing fields MsCICCARELLO (Norwood): | support the motion
dates back to 1953, when the South Australian Women’and congratulate the member for Morialta for bringing it to
Amateur Sports Council was formed by the National Fitnesshe house today. | also had the pleasure of attending the
Council as a way of improving participation in sport by memorial service on Sunday. | have been attending the
women and girls. The chair of this new council, May Mills, service for many years and it is always very moving to
enthusiastically and successfully lobbied Sir Thomas Playfordemember the contribution which these brave women made.
to convince him to grant 20 acres of land for women’s| refer to the words of Vivien Bullwinkel, the sole survivor
sporting activities. They were officially opened in 1957 andof the massacre of the 22 nurses on Bangka Island on
have remained a really valuable centre for women'’s sport ii6 February 1942. She said:

our state. They cleaned their rifles in front of us, and then lined us up and

The South Australian Women's Playing Field Trust Signed to us to march into the sea, the nurses still wearing their Red

d h K led f this h . Cross emblems on their sleeves, the symbol which, supposedly,
eserves the warm acknowledgment of this house, IN My, qyid have protected them. No-one spoke, no-one wept and when

view, for their very valuable work which has been ongoingthey reached waist deep water, the Japanese opened fire gunning
from its birth. It is a facility for women’s sport, and an from behind. | wish to say that the conduct of all the girls was most
ongoing tribute to the heroes of Bangka Straits. One of th€ourageous. They all knew what was going to happen to them, but
brochures put out by the Women's Playing Field Trust Saygo-one panicked, they just marched ahead with their chins up.
that these play|ng fields are the On|y dedicated Women’érefer t? the memorial Sel.'Vice program, which talks about the
memorial of this calibre in Australia: and of this unique Nurses’ courage and which states:
achievement and heritage, South Australians should be justly It has been said that a nation’s greatness is decided by the calibre
. ankful for and much that gives us cause for pride.
f[hose sgntlments. Th? at'ten(.jance atthe Bangkg Day Mem(S " The Navy, Army and Air Force each have been enriched by their
ial Service offers an indication of the esteem in which theswn women's services. The women who served with the armed
Australian Nursing Service is held. forces in two World Wars were endowed with the finest qualities.
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In the study of our nurses who served in Malaya these qualitiethose words and it is worthy that we remind ourselves of what
are brought into bold relief. The story of their evacuation fromhappened at Bangka.

Singapore, of the Bangka Straits Massacre, and of the subsequent h hh |
tribulations of the survivors in a prisoner of war camp is an epicto | commend the comments made by both honourable

fill all Australians with great pride. . The decision to evacuate all members about the very erstwhile and capable group of
women and children from Singapore was hastily made when itvomen who organised the event—they are legends. |
became clear Singapore would be occupied by the Japanese.  remember assisting them with a federation grant and remem-
B S,'(Xty'f've Australian nurses ultimately embarked onWyeer- o o hmper of these elderly ladies in my office on their
IrOOKE... . . . . .
) i . hands and knees putting the application together, running it
As the member fO( Morialta pointed out, originally th_e Vesselof the photocopier and getting the paperwork organised to
was to have carried 12 passengers, but by the time meBenq off. Unfortunately the application for new gates entering
women, children and the 65 nurses boarded, there were Sofig \Women’s Memorial Playing Fields was unsuccessful, but
300 people on board the ship. The remainder of the passefgpefully some other source of funding will be forthcoming
gers, apart from the 65 nurses (as was indicated), were mosfy that venture. They show the same sort of true grit and

mothers and young children. The ship sailed into a mine fieldietermination that | am sure they did as young nurses and
on Thursday 12 February and became separated from the reglyicewomen during the World War 1.

of the convoy. On 14 February, the ship was struck by thrge
bombs, and obviously many people had to leave the ShlBoarder of my electorate. It is pleasing to see it in such full

Wh_?_ﬂ th?. Caﬁ) tain orderg? the e\;]acrL: at|ons. fth iuse- Young women play cricket, softball and a range of sports
ey Tinally managed to reach shoré. some ot the par '?ﬁrd are enjoying the infrastructure put in in memory of the

These playing fields are in a wonderful location on the

became separated. Some of the women and children went ave women who died in the World War 11 serving their

toavillage and the nurses stayed behind. It was at this poit o, 'itis a fitting memorial—something that is useful and
thatthe Japanese so_ldlers came and the horrorthat happerp]%cﬁ just a big mausoleum or big slab of concrete, but a real
subsequently left Vivian Bullwinkel as the sole Sur\”Vorv"holiving memorial. It is testimony to the spirit of the woman
was shot and had to lie face down in the water for MaNYyho served. | commend the motion. It is an outstanding

hours. From reading some of the excerpts, she was 0 otion and 1 look forward to its swift passage
frightened even to vomit because it would have given the ’

Japanese soldiers who were still around an indication that she
was still alive. She made it to another camp and was prison%r
for some three and a half years, but her secret was nev?éc
revealed while she was in the camp and was later able t%
testify about the horror.

It is very important that we pay tribute to not only the

TheHon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher): | commend the member
Morialta for bringing this motion before the house. From
ollection she does it every year and it is important that we
member people who died in this situation, which was a
great tragedy and, as the member for Waite said, an example
of inhumanity. We should never forget the sacrifice of not

intai freed The Wi s M ial Plavi %nly nurses who served overseas and here during the various
can maintain our freedom. The Women's Memorial Flaying, a5 pyt also all of those who gave their lives. If we look at

Fields are certainly a monument and tribute to these wome, figures for the two world wars, it adds up to about
Itis good they are now available for the women of this state, 5 0 people who lost their lives in those two conflicts. |

to further their recreation and sporting abilities. | add My} 5,6 oten wondered what Australia would be like had we not
congratulations to the member for Morialta for bringing theI st any of those people, particularly in relation to World

motion to the house. We pay tribute to those women who die ar |. Some saw it as an adventure and this country lost

on 16 February 1942. many of its very talented young people who would have

i N provided a lot of inspiration, energy and ideas, but sadly were
Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): | rise to support the cut down at a very young age.

motion and commend both honourable members who havée™ ™~
addressed it. | do so as the member for Waite, having Likewise, after the second world war, and wars and
attended, | think, every one of these celebrations since | waonflicts since, we never seem to learn, as a species, that
elected, it being quite close to my electorate, but also as a e¥1ere are other ways of doing ‘thmgs rather than killing eac,h
service man who has served with Army nurses and defenc@her. But, some people say, ‘Why dwell on the past? Let's
force female personnel, of whom | am very proud: theyMove on, and all that sort of thing, but my view is if you do
served their nation well. not remember the past you will soon run into problems in the
As members who have spoken pointed out, this celebrdtture- | do not advocate any hatred for the Japanese, even
tion is based on a day of tragedy, a day of infamy during tha&1°ugh some individual Japanese did some horrific things not
World War I1. 1 do not think any of those who attend the only in relation to this particular episode of the Bangka Strait
function could begin to understand why the Japanese Arm as.sacre.but also the death marches and all those other
in particular was as brutal as it was during the World War 11,0rible things.
not only in Bangka but also at Sandakan, on the Burma- | think we should be inspired to honour the memory of
Thailand railway and in so many capacities. How couldthese people by ensuring we have less conflict and less loss
humans be so inhuman? The litany of massacres, bloodsf life, whether it be nurses or soldiers of any gender;
affairs, starvation, death marches and malicious and viciougnsuring that we do not revisit that type of behaviour; and
persecution of innocent people beggars belief, particularly ifloing all in our power as a nation to lead this region, and
the cases of Bangka and Sandakan’ where On|y two (ﬂ"[hers parts of the WOfld, away from conflict into peaceful
thousands survived. It is worthy, therefore, that the day i&nd constructive activities for people. | acknowledge and
remembered as a day in human history that warrants remerfcognise the importance of those playing fields. Every time
bering. | remember walking into a Nazi concentration campy0ou drive past, it reminds you of the sacrifice of those young
some years ago and above the gate were the words, ‘He wiélrses who were cut down so tragically many years ago.
forgets history is destined to repeat it’. | have never forgotten Motion carried.
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The SPEAKER: May | say for myself that | commend We have difficulty understanding the cultural mores of
the members for Morialta, Norwood, Waite and Fisher, angocieties prior to World War Il of, say, Japan, but they are
all other honourable members, for the respect that they havenetheless understandable if you study the fact that there the
shown to the people who illustrate what Australians havdife of individuals is considered to be subservient to the needs
done not only for themselves and their country but also as aof the whole. The notion is exactly the opposite to ours about
example to the rest of the world in these difficult circum- society.
stances such as confronted the women in Bangka. Survival of society from our point of view is to secure the

| want to make the point, if | can, that Tess Benekefights of each individual out of compassion for that life.

became known to me when | first became a member of theociety in Japanese and similar societies is to secure the
Adelaide Rural Youth Club late in 1962, and at that time ICitadel at the expense of the lives of those who surround it
was encouraged—indeed, inspired—by her commitment tgnd protect it, and to take one’s own life was not only
this cause to personally support, and advocate the continu@gceptable but an honourable and decent thing to do. Suchis
support, of the Adelaide Rural Youth Club and other rurathe case these days in the mores of those people who
youth clubs for the retention and maintenance of the women#aditionally have lived in the Middle East, no less than was
memorial playing fields at Bedford Park. | came to know thethe case for the Japanese and other Asian societies at that
story, little realising that a few short years after that (jttime. Fortunately for us, the message is getting through and,
seemed a long time at the time) that | would visit the siteby doing what we have done here today in acknowledging the
Knowing what had happened there added an extra dimensigiforts made by the women in Bangka, we are able to talk
of reverence to my regard for what was done by those peopRbout it to peoples from elsewhere, encouraging them to see
in those circumstances. that a better way is available to them and the society in which

Can | tell the house that Australians, great in numberthey live if they, in some measure, follow this outstanding

though not as great in number as perhaps some other alligg;r;]rﬁ)(ls | thank members for allowing me to make those
countries during the last century, through their personnerl '
supporting the war effort whenever it occurred, which was COMMUNITY ROAD WATCH
made by our society and our allied societies for the purposes

of ensuring our freedom, was legend and outstanding, even The Hon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher): | move:

amongst the ranks of those who did it. It probably arose That this house calls on the government to introduce a Commun-

because we were a society O_f p_eople deter_mineq o make Road Watch scheme similar to those currently operating in
good against adversity, the majority of us having migrated t@ueensland and New Zealand.

f[hlihlatn(i;t:Nhe'n I Isay ‘Alljsrrgl'ﬁﬁ' let me .?ay ;hat ! mcludel guess the Minister for Police would attest to the fact that |
In tha original peopie. but the majority ol US, or Our j 5,6 heen lobbying him fairly hard on this issue, and | know

forebears, having migrated to this land duri_ng the precedingnat the member for Flinders is supportive, as are, no doubt,
200 years, had to make a go of the new society tha_t was to kQﬁher members in here. This concept is being used in New
established, and that was against great adversity W'thOlfealand very successfully and has been used more latterly in
adequate knowledge of how this land responded to th

. - - ueensland. The New Zealand model is called Community
attempts that were being made to recreate it in the fashion oad Watch and the Queensland model is called TRACS, an
the European homes of the people who came here to settlg "

cronym for Traffic Returns Analysis and Complaints
Having made that remark, | go on to say that when the calbystem, and is very similar in concept to the New Zealand
was made, within Australia and outside it, to do somethingnodel. Under the Community Road Watch program the
for the community, people knew they did as they needed tublic can report driving that is bad and also that which is
do and, when one gets into circumstances such as thoggod but, in essence, most of the reports relate to inappropri-
British servicemen and the nurses in Bangka, even thoughte, dangerous driving.
you know you are in all probability facing death, you putthat  The scheme began in New Zealand on 15 December 1997
out of your mind and focus attention upon what you mightand was particularly designed to reduce road rage by allowing
best do to secure your survival. Once you are wounded @he public to report matters of concern to the police. My
injured, more than ever, you focus your mind not upon theyffice has been in frequent contact with the New Zealand
pain and mlsadventurethatyo_u suffer but upon what it is yoholice and they report that the program has been very
must do to ensure that you will be here tomorrow, and livesyccessful and gives credibility to the New Zealand police by
it a day at a time. It is not a matter of feeling sorry for improving the public's perception of police interest in traffic-
yourself: itis a matter of surviving and understanding whakelated matters as not just being for the purposes of revenue
must be done, by you and by anyone else whom you cagollection. Members would be aware that often the point is
assist in the process, to secure your survival and that of theade by commentators and some individuals saying that all
society you belong to. the government and the police are on about is collecting
It is against that kind of training and example that thesemoney. The scheme has been very successful in highlighting
people were able to achieve what they did achieve anthe factthatitis not simply about collecting money but about
contribute to our better understanding of how to deal withmproving road safety, saving lives and reducing injury.
other peoples with more bestial attitudes and indifference to The police receive approximately five to 10 vehicle
individual life, freedom and liberty—freedom meaning notreports per day and have received a total of 92 000 reports
only the right to go wherever you please (subject to the rightsince the program began. To date, only four false reports have
of others), but to say what you choose (subject to the rightbeen identified. People report either by submitting a com-
of others) and to do the things you believe you should do implaint form, which is already printed, over the counter at a
the interests of yourself, your family and your community police station or by lodging a complaint by email or post.
(always, again, subject to the rights of others). That is whathey can also call a central communications centre number,
freedom is about. and | note they go for simplicity in New Zealand: they have
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a 555 number for traffic complaints. A traffic complaint form type program is to systematise the reporting of bad driving
can then be sent on to the Road Watch program, as it iand other inappropriate behaviour with respect to vehicles.
called. That is not to say that the police here do not respond; they

Obviously, the police check all the details. People have tean. But | would argue that the response is variable. |
provide details of when the alleged inappropriate driving orunderstand that there is no consistent approach, as happens
other vehicle behaviour occurred, and when a vehicle repoih New Zealand or Queensland.
is made a registration check is carried out to confirm that the It is important that issues are followed up, and that is what
vehicle details correspond with the description providedgives the systems in New Zealand and Queensland credibili-
Reports that do not provide all the required detail, such agy. If someone says, ‘| have seen someone travelling at 200
time, date and place, are not accepted. The people making tkew/h down my street,’ the police must respond to that
complaint have to give their details to minimise and eliminatecomplaint. It gives the public a lot of confidence when they
the likelihood of vindictive and false reporting. A letter is know that their concerns are taken seriously.
sent both to the person reporting the behaviour and to the With respect to the Queensland model, there is a specified
owner of the reported vehicle, advising that it is the opinionprocess. | have sent to the Police Commissioner and the
of the reporter that the vehicle was driven unsafely, and th#linister for Police the detailed material that was presented
vehicle is then recorded within the program. to me by the officer in charge of traffic for Queensland

If a vehicle is reported for more than three separatdolice. | do not need to go through all the mechanics of how
incidents of a similar nature by different people, the registhey process complaints. However, | was very impressed by
tered owner will be advised. There have been 33 instances tife fact that it is a thorough and fair system; it does not allow
such reports, mostly for burnout incidents. One of the reasorfer misuse and abuse, because safeguards are builtin. As has
why | am keen on this program is that it will give strength tobeen the case in New Zealand, there have been very few
the recently passed legislation dealing with hoon drivers whaituations of false reporting. | think members would agree
engage in burnouts, and so on. In all but one case, in Nethat four false reports out of 92 000, in statistical terms, is
Zealand the police were contacted immediately by the owndrarely significant.
and the vehicles were not reported again. So, it does work. | think this is a very inexpensive and effective way for the

Program achievements of note include identification andommunity to have a say on issues. From time to time we
payment of outstanding fines on vehicles; the observation dfear people say that there are not enough police on the beat.
a speeding vehicle subsequently negating the alibi of &have said that at times. | think it has been a catchcry for as
murder suspect; and identification of a large number ofong as | have been in this parliament. | do not think we will
vehicle conversions. New Zealand police believe that thever have enough police because, really, what people want
program is not abused, as there is little to be achieved big a police officer in uniform in their street 24 hours a day. It
filing a false report. If a person were to report a vehicle 10will not happen. But with a TRACS or a Community Road
times it would have no effect because, for the process t@atch type program, members of the community become the
work, reports must all come from different people and relateeyes and ears supporting the police. It gives them a link to the
to different incidents. police in a positive way.

The Community Road Watch program is a cheap and We could have the New Zealand model, where people
effective way of dealing with reports of traffic-related report good driving as well. | know that the issue of reward-
incidents from the public. The program is staffed by aing good drivers has been considered here in the past, but |
manager and 2.5 staff, and the staffing level has not changelink that could become a little messy. | do not know what
since the program began in 1997. That is a very small numbegmwou would offer them. If you gave them a sticker saying, ‘I'm
of people to run a program—and that is for all of Newa good driver’, and the next minute they did something
Zealand. Community Road Watch allows citizens to reportvrong, that would be a bit difficult.
inappropriate driving, and it assists the police. The first This also is cost-effective. With respect to the New
incident results in a warning letter and a copy of the road rul&ealand figures that | provided, one sergeant with 2% people
pertinent to the bad behaviour. It is left to the police to takeassisting to run that program for all New Zealand, | think, is
action if there is repeat reporting of a particular car or driververy cost-effective and a good investment. As | said, it

Queensland trialled its model, TRACS (which | mentionedprovides a link between the community and the police in a
a little while ago), from 28 May 1999 to 30 June 2000 in productive and constructive way, and | think it would do a lot
south-eastern and northern police regions, and began a stéereduce the number of accidents, tragedies and injuries on
wide program from 1 July 2000. It was implemented initially our roads.
as aresult of the introduction of the 50 km/h residential urban | commend this program to the government. | believe that
speed limit in south-east Queensland. It provides a generilot of members of the police force are supportive of it. If it
state wide mechanism for the recording of traffic complaintds a question of extra resourcing, | would hope that the
made by members of the public against other road users, affdeasurer (who happens to be the police minister) would be
it is administered by the state Traffic Support Branch. Aable to find some dollars to make this happen. | know that the
feature of the Queensland model is that the complaint has tmember for Flinders was happy to trial it on the West Coast.
be responded to. The Central Coordinating Traffic Branch do not have a problem with its being trialled somewhere, but
will report something to the local police, who must respondl urge the Commissioner and the police minister to fly to New
to that complaint. Zealand and Queensland and have a look at their programs.

What happens in South Australia at the moment seems fbhe police in Queensland were fantastic; they were very
be somewhat ad hoc. | have heard reports from constituentsendly and very supportive. They told me that the program
who say, ‘I report this, and nothing seems to happen,’ or theiras made a big difference in terms of behaviour on the roads
are fobbed off, whilst some police, as individuals, in policeand it has helped enhance confidence in the police force.
stations here, do respond much more vigorously. The reason | commend this motion to the house and hope that
for suggesting either a TRACS or a Community Road Watchmembers will support it. We must bear in mind that, as | said,
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it will introduce what the community has been seeking, that | am suggesting that we get serious about this matter of
is, something to deal with hoon behaviour on the roads. paid maternity leave. | believe that we as a community can
think it is well worth supporting, and | commend it to the afford to ensure that the newborn is looked after in a way that
house. takes stress and pressure off the parents, particularly the
mother. The paid maternity leave standards in the public
Mr MEIER secured the adjournment of the debate.  sector across Australia are as follows: in the commonwealth,
12 weeks; Victoria, 12 weeks; Queensland, six weeks;

MATERNITY LEAVE Tasmania, 12 weeks; New South Wales, nine weeks; and
. . . Western Australia, nothing. In terms of paid maternity leave
TheHon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher): | move: standards, we are the second worst, if you like. Western

That this House calls on the state and federal governments, anustralia does not see the worth in doing anything to assist
a period of up to 12 months. of the wealthiest states in this country and it literally has
I should declare a little conflict of interest because, recentlyimoney coming out of its ears.
as members know, | became a grandfather. | know that Australia is one of the only two OECD countries that does
members are saying, “You only look 25." I am not advocatingnot have a paid maternity leave scheme. As members would
this simply because my son and his partner have a little eiglénhow, the OECD represents the more affluent and developed
week old baby named Elise—it shows that we are pro femalgations, for example European countries and the United
in our family. States. The only other OECD county that does not have a paid

The need for this concept should not have to be argued ataternity leave scheme is the United States. It should
great length. | will cite some of the statistics in a minute, butembarrass us that there are 120 countries that do. So, we have
Australia is way behind the eight ball on this issue. | am nohot even got to the starting blocks in terms of this issue. Only
blaming one government or another, or one political party 0B9 per cent of women in Australia have access to paid
another, but this motion reflects the fact that we as a commaternity leave of some kind, and the average is seven
munity do not take seriously enough the importance ofyeeks; 77 per cent of women in the finance and insurance
looking after young children and babies. There have beegector have access to paid maternity leave; one per cent of
some positives in recent times, and | fully commend th@&vomen in retail—there is a challenge for Don Farrell and the
Minister for Health for the recent initiative of home visits for SDA; and three per cent in hospitality, compared with a
newborns. | think it is a great step forward, and | would likecountry like Sweden which has 15 months paid maternity
to see that expanded so that, in the period between birth angave at 75 per cent of salary. Someone said, ‘Who is going
school, whether it is a nurse or another properly trainedo pay?’ Well, you pay one way or another if you do not look
professional, someone visits the one or two year old in theiafter the newborns.

home to see how they are coming on. Itis fine to do a check | am happy to pay tax. | pay quite a lot of tax. | know how
straight after the birth, and | would certainly commend thatio minimise tax if | want to, but | am not into that. | know
but it is important to see how the youngster is progressing ahow to legally reduce one’s tax but | am happy to pay tax
say, the age of one or two. because it does good things—or it can do good things—
Clearly, a trained professional cannot visit every fewalthough sometimes the money may not be spent in the way
weeks, but my proposal would pick up a lot of indicators ofthat | want. | am happy to pay tax if it means that we have
inadequate parenting, and some medical and abuse issuesidcent services and standards in our community for some-
is also a positive way of reinforcing the good things that mosthing as important as a new life. My son recently spent a year
mothers and fathers seek to do with their child. We are ain Sweden and he said that they pay a lot of tax in Sweden.
affluent community and, in terms of priorities, we should putThey do in most of those Scandinavian countries. He says
a bit more effort into making sure that every newborn has ahat one of the things that you notice there is that you do not
great start in life, and that means, wherever possiblesee the social problems that we have here because they are
supporting the mother and the father in carrying out theimore committed to ensuring that people are not thrown out
roles to look after the newborn. All the evidence nowon the street. He said that you are less likely to see people
suggests that early intervention is what is needed. That is netho are homeless and all these sorts of things because they
simply in terms of possible offending: it is really an early put money and effort into things like paid maternity leave. In
focus on things that are very important. fact, some of the Scandinavian countries have a limited paid
Whilst it is not the thrust of this motion, increasingly we paternity scheme as well. So, if Sweden can provide 15
are aware of the effects on the unborn of people smokingnonths of paid maternity leave at 75 per cent of salary, | am
drinking alcohol and so on. | noticed recently—and again lsure that Australia can do a lot better than what we are
commend the minister—a big poster campaign—and | am naturrently doing, which is, by international standards, not
saying that posters change the world overnight—targetinghuch at all.
foetal alcohol syndrome, which is a huge problem, particular- The challenge, | guess, is how do you fund it? | would not
ly but not exclusively in the Aboriginal community. | know expect small business to pay significantly towards that sort
the consequences of that first-hand because of Aboriginaf scheme. | do not think that that is fair or reasonable. | think
children who are part of my extended family. that we live in one nation, or you would hope so—or one
Through her department, the minister has started promotountry, you would think so—but as you heard from the
ing, on a greater scale of focus, the dangers of consumingtatistics on Western Australia it does not appear as though
alcohol when pregnant and saying (I think this is the slogan)e do, and they do not even have one vote, one value in
‘Pregnancy and alcohol don't mix’. | guess we could use théNestern Australia yet. | think that a scheme like this has to
slogan ‘Pregnancy and smoking don’t mix’, because, increase funded by the federal government in the same way as other
ingly, evidence suggests that there can be long-term harm schemes relating to pensions and so on. | cannot understand
the baby from smoking and/or alcohol. why there is resistance, if people are paying their fair share
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of tax in a fair and reasonable way, and a lot of people arene if | am wrong. The reason | raise this issue is that
not. We hear this catchcry that we are overtaxed; some peopteembers would be well aware that there is a lot of pressure
are, and a lot of people are not paying much tax at all. Wen land for housing within the metropolitan area, and that is
have a nation, in many respects, of skilful tax dodgers. Ifeflected in its price, just as it is in the price of cemetery
people are paying a reasonable amount of tax, a fair amouptots, where the same principle applies: not enough land,
of tax as a company or an individual, then the fairest way obupply and demand, and the price going up. Over time,
running a national paid maternity leave scheme is just thagovernments have tried to do all sorts of things to stop the so-
through the commonwealth, and through the federal goverrealled sprawl. That is never easy and upsets some people,
ment. because there are winners and losers.

Whether the length of time is one year or less, | would be It may be too late to revisit the concept of a satellite city,
happy to see some significant improvement on where we a@nd | am not saying that Monarto is necessarily the location,
at the moment; at least to bring all women up to one level sbut | am looking at the concept. | do not know whether it was
that we do not have discrimination according to whether youhe idea of former premier Don Dunstan or whether it was
work at Woolworths or for one of the big finance companiessomeone else’s, but | think the concept was dismissed too
Why is it that the babies of women who work in retail are noteasily and too readily. As you would know from driving
as important as those who happen to work in the financalong the old road through Kanmantoo in that Monarto area,
sector? | suspect it is because the finance sector unions hasie one consequence of non-urban development has been the
had a bit more clout. That is my suspicion and | have got nosignificant planting of trees and some shrubs. In recent times,
proof of that. So, | would like to see some action on this andhere has been a whole range of animal husbandry develop-
the sooner the better, and I think, like most things, the returments in that area, so | am not saying that that particular site
is commensurate with the investment, and with the effort anavould be appropriate now. The library has a lot of material
resources that you put into something. If we want people in this issue that members might wish to look at, including
this country to have fulfilling lives, and to realise their the Monarto New Site Selection report, which states:
talents, then the most important thing is to ensure that during Terms of reference
the critical years—zero to three especially, and | guess the The Minister Assisting the Premier on the 13 April 1972 asked
most critical is the first year or so—that those babies aréhe Authority—
cared for in a way where the mothers and the fathers are nahd by ‘authority’ it means the State Planning Authority—
under financial stress or other pressures, and that they can g provide . . a recommendation on the designated site’ for
devote themselves to ensuring that their baby or babies hawgurray New Town. The ‘designated site’ means an area, of land of
a good start in life. not more than ten thousand hectares, proclaimed under Section 3 of

.ithe Murray New Town (Land Acquisition Act) 1972 and being
So, | make that plea to the house. | trust members wil ithin an area of land lying within a radius of thirty kilometres of the

support it. I know that people will trot out the catchcry, ‘How pyrray Bridge Post Office, known as the ‘establishment area’.

can we afford it?’ That was the argument used as to why w .
could not get rid of child slavery, ‘We cannot afford it.’ It is %ubsequently, when the act was introduced, the area for

the same argument used to keep women in the home, ‘v\%cqmsmon was increased to 16 000 hectares. The report

cannot afford it. We cannot afford to pay women the same a%ontmues, as follows:

men. It is beyond our economic capacity.’ It is a load of During April 1972, the Director of Planning carried out
preliminary investigations throughout the establishment area, in

hooey. We can afford a lot of money for a lot of things 10 consyitation with officers of other government departments. The
indulge ourselves—DVD players, VCRs, flash motor carsstate Planning Authority received a preliminary report from the
and in many ways we have never had it so good—yet wheRirector of Planning on the 9th May, 1972 and approved a program
it comes to important things like caring about our fellow Of detailed studies and consultations confined to the area south and

humans, particularly the most vulnerable, we seemto run oﬂﬁfes'[ of Murray Bridge, (the 'study area).

of money, or the argument is trotted out, ‘We cannot affordObviously, | cannot read all the report but, on page 3, it
it. states:

Let us change the mindset and move Australia towards a The Premier, The Hon. D.A. Dunstan, inintroducing the second
society which is prepared to give a higher priority to Iookingread'ng of the Murray New Town (Land Acquisition) Act, said:

after its citizens, particularly the youngest, and ensure tha&nd%frt;ﬁg?o'rsgﬂgsoééﬁimoélgosgrpoovitlg;ggy urbanised countries,

they get a good start in life, and that their mother and their - after speaking of the growing awareness in Australia for the need
father are not stressed out worrying about trying to juggleo provide new cities as alternatives to the continued spread of the
child care, work and everything else at a time when they arguburbs of capital cities, the Premier said that ‘The Government is

; determined that the future city dwellers of this State should not be
under alot of pressure anyway trying to look after a ne\l\lbomt':ondemned to living in a metropolitan area characterised by
I commend this motion to the house. congestion, noise and smog, with the tiring long journeys to and from

work and those are the evils that are so readily apparent in large
Mr GOLDSWORTHY secured the adjournment of the cities throughout the world.’

debate. Further points made by the Premier were, as follows:
The 1962 Metropolitan Development Plan forecast that Ade-
SATELLITE CITY DEVELOPMENT laide’s population will exceed 1 000 000 by 1981, and will reach
. 1384 000 by 1991. The South Australian Government has initiated
TheHon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher): | move: the Murray New Town project to siphon off some of Adelaide’s

That this house requests the state government to re-evaluate tJEPWth and to create an alternative urban environment.
concept and merit, or otherwise, of a Monarto or similar styleThe report then discusses some of the natural features, the
satellite city development. agricultural activities and so on. | suggest that members read
This issue would be very close to your geographical heart, siit, because many aspects were to be considered. A document,
in terms of your electorate. The site that was to be the satellitentitied Monarto Planning Studies, will make the member for
city may well be within your electorate, but you will correct Davenport smile. Page 45, Discussion Dratft, states:
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Railways city. I had visions of you, sir, on a horse, with a cape, coming
~ The Adelaide-Melbourne railway will remain on its existing down to preside at our parliament. But that did not eventuate

alignment for the present. either.
The report is dated December 1974 and was for public The challenge is for us to be, in a sense, like Don Dunstan,
consultation until February 1975. It further states: who was a visionary. Many people criticise Don Dunstan. |

However, studies to upgrade and re-route this line in Soutt@ve never understood why there is animosity towards
Australia have been commenced. Its possible re-alignment in relatic®omeone who was so creative. | think it is a result of preju-
to Monarto will form part of the studies, in particular the presentdice and suspicion about what his personal behaviour might
route through Rocky Gully is incompatible with the conservation andhqve heen. or whatever. There have been a lot of slanderous
establishment of a park in this area. It is intended to close th ' . . .
Monarto South-Cambrai line which crosses the site from south tgtomments made and innuendo about what he might or might
north. not have been interested in or involved in, but Don Dunstan
s a person of great vision. | think that, in some ways, we

The study discusses the need for a freeway and states th a state have lost some of that visionary aspect in terms of

within the vicinity of the city of Murray New Town-Monarto .
six lanes may be necessary on the road. We know that thelr%olk'ntg a Ion% \r/]vay ghead. | h Premier Bob C
is now a freeway there. One of the interesting aspects in h terms of housing peoplé, we have Frémier bob Larr

relation to Monarto that | came across in a newspapepdyind that they do not want more people in Sydney, which

clipping was a plan to build a railway tunnel from approxi- Is a fairly welcomlng_ statement. He is s;aymg, ‘Go_somev_vhe.re
mately Clapham, just south of Mitcham and through theelse, because we just cannot cope. The quality of life in
Adelaide Hills, coming out on the other side. Sydn_ey has de'_terlorated. The same thing can happen here
The cost of that would have been enormous Obviouslyover time. We will have more pressure on road systems, other
) transport systems and land prices. The time is right to revisit

it did not happen, b.“t Itwas one ofthe interesting aspects his notion of whether or not we could have and should have
that proposal. The intention was to provide a rail line undera satellite city. Whether it is in the Monarto region or

the Adelaide Hills, as | say, leaving from near ClalOhamsomewhere else, that is for the experts to determine: it is for

(Springbank Road) and going.straight through under the Hi”?hem to make suggestions and to have a vision. At the
to come O.Ut on the east_ern su_je of the ranges. moment we seem to be plodding along a step at a time, rather
There is other material available on Monarto such as thg, 5, looking 20, 30, 50 or 100 years ahead. It is safe to say
Monarto Concept Plan, which was produced by Kazanski angh ot our population will continue to increase. It may not be
Associates, Shankland Cox Partnership and Professor Rolf 5 rapid rate in Adelaide and South Australia, but it will
Gutbrod. Itis an interim report to the Monarto Developmentincreage. If the options are available to consider some
Commission, Greenhill Road, Unley, dated August 1974. The, oy ative thinking in regard to planning, we should do so.
main point is: shogld we as a community, and should the In conclusion, | commend this motion to the house and
government in particular through its planning resources, b?rust that the minister and her advisers will look at the

actively looking at the concept of a satellite city; or are we,,.ont of the possibility of a satellite city type development,
going to mcreasmgly consolldate in the current metrOpOI'tar}ather than simply incrementally trying to tinker with what

area ulrllgletr. the p0|I(é|y Vt\’}:"Ch somle p()jeoplt?[;seem to I|ke—urbavr\lle have in the metropolitan area, which eventually will catch
consolidation—and other peoplée do not: up with us and which may result in our having a standard of

_What we are seeing is often smaller and smaller blocksjying that is not as optimal as it could be. | commend this
with less area in which young people can kick the footy ofygtion to the house.

throw a netball and often less room to have any significant
vegetation in the front or rear yard because of the size; and \r GOLDSWORTHY secured the adjournment of the
so, rather than having the tall trees, we might simply have thgepate.
odd rose bush and a few other exotics (and, incidentally, |
have some, as well as natives). | do not believe it is too late. MEDICAL PROFESSIONS
The government needs to look at options for the possibility
of a satellite city. | guess, in a way, Elizabeth was meantto TheHon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher): | move:
be a satellite city, but it is a satellite which is very close to the 1 5¢ this house calls on the state and federal governments to
mother station. In relation to Monarto, | am not sure whetheensure that suitably qualified local students get the opportunity to
it is still possible to have a satellite city development there otrain in various professions, including medicine, nursing, dentistry
anywhere in that general area. | do not know whether th@nd pharmacy.
options have completely gone. My concern in regard to this matter is that | certainly do not

I am not sure of the private land holdings and the activi-support the idea that anyone can be a doctor, nurse, dentist
ties. | know that some piggeries and things have beenr pharmacist, but the evidence coming to me from people in
developed in that area. Big W has a big warehouse in thgtrograms and from those who have missed out is that we are
general area. Only a government agency with professionalot giving enough opportunity to not only our local young
expertise could tell us whether or not that particular genergpeople but to any local people to train in the professions. This
area is suitable and whether there are other areas which v@gplies to not only the professions | mentioned but also to any
should be thinking about—not just for next week but for 500f our professions. Our first obligation is to our own, which
to 100 years ahead—and how we would link a satellite cityis not to say that we should not have people from overseas
The technology has changed with high-speed rail and thinggnd interstate.
such as that. You do not have to think of it purely in terms of ~ With regard to medicine, there has been some contention
slow broad gauge: you can think of high-speed narrow gaugabout the selection process, the UMAT test, and it may be
rail, light rail—all sorts of things. | was intrigued when appropriate to look at that. That does not really prevent locals
reading one of these booklets that it was suggested theper se from getting into medicine, but the process obviously
should be a horse trail from Monarto, presumably to come thevorks against some people. Years ago when minister for
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further education | was appalled when meeting with some of One of the greatest tragedies in life is for people to miss
the medical students. | said, ‘Why are you doing medicine?but on what they really want to do and are capable of doing.
These were people in third and fourth year, and one charactdty mother was one of 10 children (and there is some lesson
said, ‘l want to be a surgeon because surgeons are arroganthat) and wanted to be a teacher but could not as they could
and they don't have to talk to people.’ | was appalled. He wasot afford it. | also had an aunt who wanted to be an artist but
not joking, he was serious. Because of that uncaring attitudeould not afford it. It is not new that people have gone
the universities decided to change the way in which theyhrough life and missed out on doing what they wanted to do
select people for medicine and as a result Adelaide Universitsgnd were capable of doing.
require people to go through a selection process in addition | think both the state and federal governments need to
to year 12, so it is not purely on academic merit. It is aensure that there are no impediments to people who are able,
guestion of whether or not the university assessors believe tlwapable and appropriate to do these various professional
person has the attributes as an individual to be a good doct@areers. The state government, over time, and the member for
however you want to define that. They are looking forFinniss when he was minister, provided scholarships to assist
indications of empathy, understanding, compassion and adixtra people to do nursing at the university, but | think this
those sort of things. whole issue needs to be revisited. | correspond quite a bit

| have met some wonderful young people who | wouldwith the federal minister (Dr Brendan Nelson), whom | have
have thought would have got into medicine without anyalways found to be a reasonable person to interact with, and
problem because of their academic score. | had a wonderfuthink he and the state ministers need to look at the tertiary
young woman working for me in the office on a temporaryeducation sector in terms of opportunities.
basis. She could not get into medicine (she wanted to do | note with some concern that the universities, in order to
paediatrics ultimately) because she did not fulfil the criterizempt people, are offering double degrees where students do
of the special test. She ended up doing law and anotherot have to do the work of two degrees. It is not a practice
degree and recently joined the Public Service. That is fineconfined to one university but | think if you get a double

I do not highlight the challenge of getting into medicine degree you should have done the work equivalent to two
to cast doubt on that selection process in any absolute senskegrees, not one degree plus a little bit extra.
but maybe it could be looked at to make sure no injustices are | know | have spoken in generalities and | have not given
being perpetrated against people who would make googhuch in the way of specifics in terms of numbers. | have
doctors. Flinders University has gone down a slightlysome of that detail in relation to dentistry, and obviously in
different path in that it does not allow people from year 12 torelation to nursing through the select committee, but | hear
come straight into medicine. Its process is to encourage oldeéso many examples of people having to go interstate and
people who have done some other study to come in. That isverseas in order to fulfil their desire to qualify in a profes-
fine, but it means that by the time you graduate and earnsion for which they have the ability and the necessary
dollar as a doctor you will probably have a few grey hairs.attributes, yet here we deny them the chance to train locally
You get a few as a medico anyway, but you would probablyin their own universities to become a medico, nurse, dentist,
be getting on a bit. pharmacist or any of the other professions. | think that is very

| have a niece who graduated last year in dentistry fronunfortunate and a waste of talent if it means that that person
Adelaide University. In that program there seemed to be vergan never achieve what they want to do and are capable of
few local students. The policy, which is insisted upon by thedoing, and | think it is time that both the state and federal
federal government (and has been a long-standing policy), governments had an open look at this whole issue to ensure
that universities are not allowed to discriminate betweenhat we are not in any way impeding the opportunities of our
states in terms of their enrolment. You are not allowed to saypcal students. As | said at the start, like charity, | think
‘Look, you are from Victoria, on your bike.’ There seem to education begins at home. It begins locally. So | commend
be impediments that are making it difficult for our own young this motion to the house.
people to get in. We have a select committee looking at
nursing, so | will not transgress in detail, but a lot of local MsCHAPMAN (Bragg): | rise to speak to this motion
people want to do nursing but cannot get into it. We areand support the sentiment of it, which is primarily to ensure
bringing in nurses from overseas—from South Africa and thehat we provide appropriate and adequate access for South
UK. If we keep bringing in people from the UK there will be Australians to be trained in areas of significant need in the
no one over there as we are about to get some of their polic@mmunity, particularly in medicine, nursing, dentistry and
also. pharmacy. The health area is in chronic need of skills in this

| find it amazing that we are bringing in nurses from state. It is particularly important because, overwhelmingly,
overseas, yet we have young people here who want to traime train younger people in our community in these disci-
as nurses. | know a young lass who works in TAFE and wantplines through university degree courses and we still have a
to do midwifery, but to get in you have to be a super-dupenet exodus every year of young people out of the state—
student. She enrolled into a registered nursing bachelorignlike places such as Queensland, which continues to have
degree and was told that if you want to switch to midwiferya net entry into the state. We lose something like 5 000 net
you basically have to get a distinction. Without putting a year, and Queensland receives 18 000 net. So it is a matter
midwifery down, we have to take into account that notof concern.
everyone needs to be a Rhodes scholar to be a midwife, Every year we hear in the press of examples of people
medico, dentist or pharmacist. | have a niece studyingvho have missed out on opportunities. | refer to the medical
pharmacy this year, but there are few local students in thechool examples. Last year was no exception. We heard of
course. Some people may say that people do not want to geeople who have exceptional talent and qualification who had
it, but | do not believe that is the case. Either there are namissed out. When | made inquiries at the medical school at
enough places in total or there are some impediments in terntise University of Adelaide, which trains a number of our
of them getting into these professions. medical practitioners and which provides the degrees, | was
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told that for the 2004 intake—and no doubt it is similar for  He has been the recipient of numerous community awards
this year because there has been no change—there weref®®his community service and outstanding contribution, not
places provided under federal government funding (that ighe least of which was the David Tonkin Memorial Scholar-
for students undertaking what is ostensibly free educationkhip. He is fluent in his musical talents: he had been the
and there were 35 international student places—and they aleader of the Pembroke Symphony Orchestra and performed
of course, in addition to the university provision via the at the official opening of a new school in China, which was
federal government grants and they are fully paid studentsattended by some of China’s top education ministers. Here
Of the 99 students, 80 were students who paid their HEC$ a young man of exceptional talents who had participated
(which, of course, is the optional payment upfront to supportn the 2003 Young Achievement Australia’s business skills
their degree or through taxation upon obtaining employmentprogram and yet, even this year, having acknowledged
there were 13 bonded places (which means that after six yeassmeone who had achieved eight 20 out of 20 results over
of medical degree and four years of general practice they atevo years in his education and who only a few days ago was
then required to do six years’ service in the country, so thereecognised at Government House as one of the 10 students
is a subsidy there); and there were six rural bonded scholain year 12 who had achieved five 20 out of 20 scores, there
ship places (and these students receive $20 000 scholarslismo room for this young man to undertake a medical degree
and are bonded to undertake six years of work in the country)n our institution.
Interestingly, of the 1852 students who applied for the Some would say that that is fine, he has a position
medical school entry, which is a figure that is adjusted aftesomewhere else. But why is it that he is able to qualify and
the duplication has been removed, 40.9 per cent were Soube welcomed and accommodated at Melbourne university to
Australian residents and, of the 99 students that | havandertake medicine? This young man is South Australia’s
referred to who were accepted, 48 per cent were Soutlvss and Victoria’s gain, and it is clearly time that the
Australian. government actually did something about this and not just tell
It is clear that the university had previously inquired of theus, as it did nearly a year ago, that it has working parties on
federal minister (Hon. Brendan Nelson) on the question of ghese issues, and not come up to deal with it. | expect that,
quota on the understanding that that may be available in otherhen the young people of South Australia are enrolling in
states to protect places for our local young people, but athese important areas for support in the human services area
course there are some constitutional issues in relation to thédr 2006, they will have a clear resolution of this issue and
and they cannot be ignored. We have specific legislationye will be able to assure them, if they are qualified, as this
particularly in our constitution, in relation to restraint of young man is exceptionally qualified, that they will continue
trade, and it is important that no action is taken that would béo be strong young citizens in this state and not lost to our
in ignorance of that because, of course, that would declare iteighbours.
null and void.
But the state government, in reaction to the outcry last MrsGERAGHTY secured the adjournment of the debate.
year, announced that it was actually doing something about
this, and on 24 May 2004 the Minister for Employment, JACOB’'S CREEK TOUR DOWN UNDER
Training and Further Education advised the house that this
was a priority of the government and that the substance of the Ms CICCARELLO (Norwood): | move:
stories of those who are missing out was a concern. She went That this house congratulates the organisers, sponsors, supporters

on to say: and, in particular, the participants from Australia and countries

. . cross the world who contributed to the success of this year's Jacob’s
These concerns are currently the subject of a working part%reek Tour Down Under.

convened between the Department of Further Education an
Employment, Science and Technology and the Department ofhis year the tour has again proved that it gets bigger and
Human Services. The working party is reviewing a number Ofhetter, with an estimated 430 000 people lining the routes

matters, including the South Australian year 12 performance in the, ~ - ] . . .
University of Adelaide selection process for admission to under—Elurlng the first five days of racing. This is truly an exception-

graduate medicine, the undergraduate student retention for tH¥ SUPPQ“ base. The _Jacob’s Creek Tour Down Under iS_ an
duration of the program, the retention of medical graduates in Soutimternationally accredited race endorsed by the world cycling
Australia and the graduate destination for those who do not remaifederation, the Union Cycliste Internationale (UCI), which

in South Australia. .
In relation to these issues, it was part of the working party’s onDnot only generates an enormous benefit to our state of some

to come up with a range of strategies to attract and retain medicail2-5 million but also assists to encourage young people to
graduates in South Australia. Unfortunately, there are no quick fixedge more physically active. | would like to acknowledge the

but we will certainly be working through these issues. efforts of all the organisers, sponsors and supporters for the
She refers to those in the community who advocate quotsgiccess of this major annual sporting event in South
and points out, as | have today, that there is an issue iAustralia.

relation to the constitutionality of that. This was 24 May  The South Australian government is very pleased to be a
2004. Nearly a year later, we still do not have any answersponsor partner with Jacob’s Creek and, indeed, all the
We have still another intake of students for this year and wsponsors who contribute to this event’s success. The efforts
have another array of concerns that those students raise. Lratide by the event organisers, state and local cycling bodies,
me give one example of a student this year who has, Volunteers and spectators are also greatly appreciated. This
suggest, exceptional talents and skills of benefit already tgear South Australia was again well represented in terms of
South Australia, and who is a sad loss to South Australiglite athletes in the Tour Down Under. As with Alicia Molik
because he has missed out on a place to study medicine in tlaisd Lleyton Hewitt in the tennis, the presence of our home
state. His name is Christopher Wong. Last year he completddwn heroes continues to be a critical ingredient in the event’s
year 12 at Pembroke school. He had attended that schosliccess, assisting it to attract even greater success and
under a dual academic/musical scholarship, so he is a yourgxposure in the media. Our home town heroes also generate
man of significant talent. additional parochial interest and help draw the crowds.
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Dual winner and Olympic gold medallist Stuart O’Grady are no quick fixes. The Chairman, Mr Bruce Carter, has
was again a crowd favourite. He was always in the hunt fostated publicly:

athird victory and he remained fiercely competitive through-  The operational turnaround that WorkCover may take several
out the tour, racing with his Cofidis team from France. Hisyears.

presence and competitiveness are synonymous with the Topg further stated (this is public, as | am advised):
Down Under. The UniSA team was another true home town : . .
We are very cautious about the speed with which change can be

team, featuring all local riders. the UniSA team finished gnaqde and outcomes achieved in terms of turning around the funding
credible fourth place in the teams classification. Former SASposition and delivering real improvement and return to work
scholarship rider and Junior World Champion Gene Batesutcomes.
was the UniSA team’s lead rider. Bates won yet another am advised that the increase in WorkCover's unfunded
award in this year's tour, winning the King of the Mountain |iahilities in recent years can be attributed to: poor investment
jersey and finishing 11th overall. performance prior to 2002; a significant reassessment of
Other UniSA team members and local South Australianglaims liabilities; the use of the APRA approved risk-free
were Russell van Hout, Chris Jongewaard, James Hannamliscount rate to value liabilities; and the adoption of pruden-
Adrian Laidlaw, Corey Sweet, Steve Cunningham, and upial margin in accordance with best practice in this area.
and coming young SASI cyclist, Mathew Rex. A woman’s | am advised that, whilst increasing the reported unfunded
criterium series was also held in conjunction with this yeargjability, the adoption of these measures has provided far
tour, and local SASI scholarship cyclist Alexis Rhodesgreater confidence about the adequacy of the liability
continued to build on her reputation as a leading femal@stimate. Yesterday, | outlined that the quarterly figures to 31

endurance cyclist on both the track and the road. December 2004 show that WorkCover is ahead of budget due
Debate adjourned. to a higher than expected levy income, despite a slight

) increase in pay claims. | also advised the house that, as at 31

[Sitting suspended from 1 to 2 p.m] December 2004, the corporation is ahead of its budgeted

funding target of 60.2 per cent, and has recorded an actual
AUDITOR-GENERAL'SREPORT result of 64.2 per cent. That is the advice | was provided with

yesterday; that is the advice | provide again today.

These figures are based on the actuarial assessment as at
June 2004, and will be updated following the WorkCover
ard’s meeting in March 2005 when it considers the
tuary’s most current assessment of the claims liability.
Quarterly results are subject to volatility and should be
considered in that light. | encourage members opposite to
support the board and the government’s efforts in turning
WorkCover around.

The SPEAKER: | lay on the table a report of the Auditor-
General pursuant to sections 32 and 36 of the Public Finan%re0
and Audit Act 1987 entitled ‘Matters associated with thebo
2001-02 proposal concerning the establishment of an .
ambulance station at McLaren Vale'.

Ordered to be published.

WORKCOVER

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY (Treasurer): | seek leave to
make a ministerial statement.

Leave granted. L The following papers were laid on the table:

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Yesterday after question time gy the Minister for Health (Hon. L. Stevens)—
| provided the house with information regarding Work-

PAPERS TABLED

Flinders Medical Centre—

Cover’s current financial position following the opposition Financial and Statistical Report 2003-04
leader’s comparisons between WorkCover and the State Report 2003-04
Bank. When this government came to office, WorkCover was Independent Living Centre—Report 2003-04
in serious difficulty. Under the former government, the levy Leigh Creek Health Service Inc.—Report 2003-04
rate was reduced from 2.86 per cent to— Metropolitan Domiciliary Care—Report 2003-04
. ST Northern and Far Western Regional Health Service—
Members interjecting: Report 2003-04
The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable members on my Penola War Memorial Hospital Inc.—Report 2003-04
left might listen to the Deputy Premier in silence. It is no South East Regional Health Service Inc.—Report 2003-04
laughing matter. The Women'’s and Children’s Hospital—

. ; Report 2003-04
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Thank you, sir. Under the Statistical and Financial—Report 2003-04

former government, the levy rate was reduced from 2.86 per  \yakefield Health—Report 2003-04.
cent to 2.46 per cent, despite a growing unfunded liability. |
am advised that, together with the employer rebate of MURRAY RIVER
$25 million in 2000-01 (just before a state election, of course)
and the loss of $110 million in levies, up to $135 millionin  TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD (Minister for the River
total was lost. Murray): | seek leave to make a ministerial statement.

As soon as this government came to office, the rebuilding Leave granted.
work began. In June 2002, the minister commissioned a TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: South Australia faces a
report from the Department of Treasury and Finance, whiclsignificant challenge in managing the River Murray in a way
examined the financial and corporate governance practicéisat best protects the environment, particularly during times
critical to the financial and risk management of WorkCoverof prolonged drought. Issues such as bank erosion, parched
Corporation. A new board was appointed, and included th8ood plains and restricted fish movement have resulted from
appointment of a new chairman. The new board then selectdow river flows. One way we are striving to improve river
a new chief executive officer. Turning around an organisatiomealth is by changing the way we manage river flows by
that has been neglected for so long is not an easy task. Thausing weirs and locks to manipulate pool levels. In 2000, a



Thursday 17 February 2005 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 1703

trial was undertaken between Lock 5 at Paringa near Ren- TheHon. R.G. KERIN: Point of order, sir: it is very

mark and Lock 6 near Chowilla to raise water levels to createbvious the Treasurer does not want to answer the question.

a localised mini flood, which had a positive effect onHe was debating.

vegetation and wildlife in the surrounding flood plains. The SPEAKER: The honourable Treasurer will ad-
Since then, a study into the strength of the locks and weirdress—

has been undertaken to ensure that they can withstand raising The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: And, sir, the emphasis having

or lowering of pool levels. All weirs, except Lock 4 at notyet—

Bookpurnong at Loxton, were assessed as being suitable. A The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable Treasurer must

community reference group has identified the section of thaddress the substance of the question.

river between Lock 5 and Lock 6 as the highest priority for TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: And that is what | am doing, Mr

flooding, due to the dozens of important wetlands in thisSpeaker, if | can be allowed to answer without the opposition

region. Preparatory work is underway to raise water levels ijumping to their feet. | have not yet read the full report at all

this area if South Australia gets above entitlement flows nexbf the Auditor-General but it is about ministers of the Crown

spring. and matters relating to their electorates. On the whole issue
The current health of flood plain vegetation in the regionof the Port River Expressway, | have been very careful in

is being assessed so that improvements can be measured ofiBguring that the minister responsible has carriage of this. He

the operation begins. During the flow adjustment, anys the minister who should be responding to the question and

impacts on the bank, ground water and fish movement wilfvill come back to the house.

also be monitored. Work is also being undertaken to ensure . .

that there will not be a detrimental impact on irrigators who ' heHon. R.G. KERIN: A supplementary, sir, again to

need to pump when river levels are raised or lowered. ThEh? Treasurer: can he confirm that the bridges will be closed

other potential benefit of this action is that it will help Pridges? o

alleviate the environmental impact of recreational boating.  TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: | am not the minister respon-

This is important particularly given the recent concernsSible. No dec!5|on has been taken. Tenders are being evaluat-

regarding wake-boarding. Keeping the river at a static poofd and we will come back to the house.

level means that the wash from boats is constantly eroding the Members interjecting:

same part of the river bank, whereas adjusting the river level The SPEAKER: Order!

can diminish this impact. Importantly, the results of this

project will assist in determining how best to manage the OVERSEAS STUDENTS

i h igali f envi .
river when 500 gigalitres of environmental flows per year Ms CICCAREL LO (Norwood): My question is to the

eventuate through the First St mmitment under the . " o .
9 st Step co ent unde E/Ilnlster for Employment, Training and Further Education.

Living Murray program. .
9 y prog What numbers of overseas students are attracted to study in
South Australia, and what benefits are there to the state’s

QUES-I-I ON TI M E economy?
TheHon. SW.KEY (Minister for Employment,
PORT RIVER BRIDGES Training and Further Education): The marketing of

Adelaide to overseas students continues to be one of the
TheHon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition): My  state’s success stories with numbers of students continuing
guestion is to the Treasurer. Does the government intend to grow strongly. The latest figures from Australian Educa-
proceed with building opening bridges over the Port River?ion International show that there were 15 345 international
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY (Treasurer): That is a matter Students in Adelaide in 2004, and this is an increase of
more correctly answered by the— 13.95 per cent over the previous year. The growth rate is
Members interjecting: more than'double the natlon'al average of 6.41 per cent. The
The SPEAK ER: Order! sectors with the greatest improvement were the higher
) ' o education area with an increase of 21.32 per cent, and a
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: —Minister for Infrastructure, —school jump of 9.9 per cent. This is particularly pleasing
who is the minister responsible for this project. He is not inconsidering that the national market has been contracting and

this house; I- Willlsee.k an answer from him. that there has been increased competition. The growth has
Members interjecting: also occurred in a year when the increasing value of the dollar
The SPEAKER: Order! against the currencies of our Asian neighbours means that it

is now more expensive to study in Australia.

TheHon. R.G. KERIN: Supplementary question, sir,to  The Asian region remains South Australia’s main source
the Treasurer. As the Treasurer was the one who assureflinternational students, representing about 80 per cent of the
South Australians that we would be opening bridges, does Hetal market, with continuing high growth from China, India
stand by that assurance? and South Korea. Adelaide’s lower living costs, together with

The Hon. K.O. EFOLEY: We have an Auditor-General’'s our world-class education industry, relative safety, accessi-

report today into the activities and conduct of the member foPility and lifestyle, make us an increasingly attractive
Mawson— overseas destination for students wishing to study in

Members interjecting; Australia. o . .
The SPEAKER: Order! _ International educat_|o_n is now a majqr export industry and

. ) is worth about $250 million to our state’s economy and also
TheHon. R.G. KERIN: Point of order, sir— directly supports 2 000 local jobs. Our government has been
The SPEAKER: Order! aggressively marketing Adelaide as a study destination, and
Members interjecting: overseas enrolments are expected to remain strong this year.



1704 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Thursday 17 February 2005

However, circumstances can change very quickly, and | knowesterday that a new management team had been put in place,
that members in this house would remember that we havand at the time | thought one more appointment had to be
come from a very low base in regard to international studentsnade. That appointment has been made, by the way, so there
So, itis pleasing that we are doing well, but we certainly needs now a new executive team in place. There is more to do,
to keep up the effort. It is still too early for us to measure thebut we are getting on with the business of fixing up the mess
full economic impact of the tsunami in our region and howleft by the previous government.
it may be reflected in overseas student numbers. Despite my Mrs REDMOND: The question from the leader was
cautionary note about international student numbers in Soutlibout the criteria used for selecting the cases which were
Australia, | think that all of us welcome the growth achievedsettled and instructed on 31 December. So far, nothing | have
to date. | know that members will continue to help with thatheard seems to go anywhere near answering that question—
effort. TheHon. K.O. Foley: Was that a question or a point of
order?
WORKCOVER Mrs REDMOND: Standing order 98 on relevance.
. . The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Heysen'’s point
The SPEAKER: The Leader of the Opposition. of order is taken by the chair. | thought the minister was

Mr Koutsantonis interjecting: _ coming to the point of saying what the criteria were. The
The SPEAKER: The member for West Torrens is out of qint s taken but the minister has retired. I do not know that
order. the member for Heysen, me, or any other member will now

_ TheHon. R.G. KERIN (L eader of theOpposition): He oy one way or another what the criteria were. | am not
is a speed reader! Will the Minister for Industrial Relationsgyen sure that the minister knows.

inform the house what criteria were used to identify the 40

WorkCover claimants who were recently each offered MAGIC MILLIONS CARNIVAL

payouts of $100 000. | am informed that, on 31 December

2004 (New Year's Eve), emails were sent to the four claims Mr KOUTSANTONIS (West Torrens): Will the
agents asking them each to nominate 10 claimants to kdinister for Recreation, Sport and Racing inform the house
offered redemption packages of $100 000 each—peoplgbout the government’s support provided to the racing

referred to in the industry as the ‘lucky 40'. industry and the Magic Millions Carnival?
Members interjecting: TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Recreation,
The SPEAKER: Order! There are some people who haveSport and Racing): The excitement of the Magic Millions
been playing up who will win a prize if this persists. Carnival will begin again this week, with what | believe is

TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Industrial  fast becoming one of the most talked about events in our
Relations): | am a bit surprised and disappointed that thefestival proud state. Enthusiasts of horseracing and horse
Leader of the Opposition would want to make fun of injuredbreeding will converge on Adelaide to be part of the Magic

workers. What we have identified— Millions Carnival and attend the richest Wednesday thor-
TheHon. R.G. KERIN: | ask that the minister withdraw oughbred race meeting in Australia at Morphettville. That is

that comment. a huge achievement and something about which we can all
Members interjecting: be extremely proud. The state government has been pleased

The SPEAKER: Order! The minister should not ascribe to provide substantial promotional, tourism and marketing
views and misconduct to members who have not engaged support to this fast growing and well-supported carnival. The
such conduct; if they have, they should be the subject ofovernment has also been receptive to proposals to change
separate, specific motions accordingly. The minister shoulthe date of the Adelaide Cup public holiday so as to combine
withdraw that remark. cup day with the Magic Millions sales and race day from

TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT: Yes, sir; | am happy to March 2006 onwards.
withdraw. These are entitlements, and | would have thought | was also delighted to be able to launch the Magic
them a very serious matter, as is redressing the problems thdillions Yearling Sale Catalogue in Singapore in December
WorkCover has been experiencing for quite some time. It isf last year; and | was able to talk to and personally extend
easily identifiable. It goes back to about 1995, and the wajnvitations to a number of prominent Asian breeders and
it can be readily identified is by looking at how long peopletrainers to visit Adelaide, particularly for the yearling sales.
have stayed on the system. From about 1995 onwards, peofeth John Singleton and the company’s managing director,
have been clearly staying on the system longer and longe¥ir David Chester, have expressed their confidence that the
This is referred to as ‘continuance rates’. number of Asian buyers will be well up on the previous

As has been highlighted, both yesterday and today (by mgears. The carnival centres on the Magic Millions Adelaide
yesterday), in regard to questions asked of the Deputyearling sales, conducted over four days at the Morphettville
Premier and me, what this government is doing is getting osales complex. However, the highlight of the carnival,
with the business of fixing up the mess left by the previousvithout doubt, is the Magic Millions race day when Aust-
government. The way in which we have gone about addressalia’s racing enthusiasts will gather at Morphettville to revel
ing those problems is that, at the very first opportunity, &n the party atmosphere and the excitement of this superb day.
completely new board was put in place. That board is The program includes not only the $400 000 Magic
performing very well. Millions Adelaide two-year-old classic but also the $300 000

However, having said that, there will be bumps along theRobert Sangster Stakes, which has recently achieved coveted
way because that is the nature of the system. Just as there wllfoup One status and a name change in honour of one of the
be bumps, there will also be good measurements, as has begneatest racing figures who has supported South Australian
highlighted regarding investments. So, we will see thisracing. Also the $60 000 Coolmore Classic will provide
occurring. Much has been done but there is still much moréurther support to this impressive program. The total prize
to do. A structure has been put in place. | think | saidmoney for this day is approaching $1 million. As | said, this
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is the richest Wednesday meeting Australia-wide which iAuthority. On 29 November | also received back into my
certainly something about which all South Australians can beffice advice from the Police Commissioner on the said
proud. During the Magic Millions Carnival, Adelaide will be matter. Complaints about conduct of police officers from time
the focus of the Australian thoroughbred racing industry, ando time are received by me and by others and are referred by
this event will also provide a wonderful opportunity to statute, as statute requires, to the Police Complaints Authori-
promote Adelaide as a tourist destination and a great place tg. As is often the case, people are not satisfied with the work
do business, work and live. Both the Premier and myself wiland findings of the Police Complaints Authority. That is
be attending and | hope other members will also be ircertainly the case in this matter. Having got that advice back

attendance next Wednesday for this important day. from the Attorney-General and the Police Complaints
Authority, having got some advice on 29 November from the
POLICE, COMPLAINT Police Commissioner, | considered that matter and was on

] . . leave for most of January. | apologise that | was not around

Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop): Will the Minister for  for alot of January as | was away until the end of that month.
Police advise the house what progress has been made with The first opportunity | got to properly raise this matter
regard to the events outlined in a letter to him from the Hongjrectly with the Police Commissioner was on 2 February in
Angus Redford MLC regarding an incident involving a 3 one-on-one meeting in my office, where | had the police
random breath test unit and a police officer? On 3 Novembegomplaints material and his response to me. | knew Mr Red-
last year the Hon. Angus Redford MLC wrote to the ministefford would not be completely satisfied and | asked the Police
giving details of an incident in northern South Australia in commissioner on 2 February whether he could further review
July 2001, in which a police officer stopped his vehicle andhe matter himself, and that is exactly what the commissioner
hid in the bushes alongside the road in the vicinity of ayndertook to do.
random breath testing unit. The minister responded six days The advice from the Commissioner today is that he is still
later acknowledging receipt of the letter and indicating thajooking at the matter. It is one of significant conflict between
he had referred the matter to the Attorney-General. There hggsicers. It does involve the spouse of an officer who is not
been no subsequent communication with the Hon. Angusaisfied with the response, and it is a matter that has been
Redford. o . thoroughly investigated by the Police Complaints Authority.

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY (Minister for Police): No Byt for Mr Redford to allege, argue and say publicly, and for
wonder the member for Mawson could not ask the questionfhempers opposite to say, that | sat on this for three months
He is now preparing his resignation for the disgrace of thigs apsolute nonsense. | acted immediately and appropriately.

report. o | simply ask the question: was Mr Redford too busy for three
Members interjecting: months to write to me if it was such an important matter?
The SPEAKER: Order! The Deputy Premier will not cast

aspersions of that kind on any honourable member, regardless NEONATAL CARE

of the electorate they represent or the organisation with which

they may be affiliated. Ms RANKINE (Wright): My question is to the Minister

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: | am happy to answer the forHealth. Whatis the government doing to assist premature
guestion and | have a full answer to provide to the house. Thand sick babies and their parents in South Australia?
interesting thing is that when | received this correspondence TheHon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health): | thank
| acted immediately. Interestingly, | am being accused byhe honourable member for Wright for the question. The care
Mr Redford in another place of something which | have notof tiny, premature and sick babies and their families has been
done, namely, not to have acted for some three months. Gamhanced thanks to the creation of a second neonatal
the advice with which | have been provided, Mr Redfordintensive care unit at the Women’s and Children’s Hospital.
received a letter himself about this issue in August 2004. Héwas pleased to officially open the new unit on 16 December
did not write to me until November 2004. So, while Mr last year. The new unit cost $500 000 and was funded by the
Redford is so worried about a lapse of time, he sat on it foSouth Australian government and private donors. It has
three months. | understand Mr Redford is busy as he is ereated more room for the 16 intensive care baby cots,
barrister or whatever else he does to fill his days, but he hamnabling parents more space and more privacy when visiting
accused me of sitting on something for three months, whetheir babies. Each cot in the new unit can be curtained off so
on my reading—I may be wrong and perhaps Mr Redford cathat the mothers can feed them comfortably or just spend
correct me if | am—it appears that he took three months t@some quiet time with their baby.
write to me. That letter was received in my office on In the new unit each cot has a brand-new monitor,
5 November. purchased through the hospital’s equipment committee,

On 9 November a response was sent to Mr Redford—fouwhich is linked to a central monitoring system in the nursing
days later—saying that, because it was a matter that relatdshy. The central monitoring system has a split computer
to the Police Complaints Authority, | immediately referred screen so the details of each baby can be viewed simulta-
that matter to the Attorney-General to allow it to be respondneously. Some smaller but important touches make life easier
ed to by the appropriate authority. Equally, | am advised thator parents. These include: a portable phone, which means
at the same time we also sent a copy of the letter to the Polidbat parents do not need to leave the cot side when they
Commissioner. We wrote back to Mr Redford on 9 Novem-receive calls; a new pharmacy fridge; a resuscitation trolley;
ber advising him that it had been referred to the Attorneya rounds trolley for patient notes; and storage for medical
General for advice. equipment. These all add to the efficiency of the unit.

On 19 November advice was sent from the Attorney- The neonatal intensive care team cares for about 60 babies
General—a detailed response—regarding a full investigatioweighing less than 1 000 grams and about 110 babies
that had been undertaken into this matter, as is appropriateseighing between 1 000 to 1 500 grams, and they do this
hands off by the government—by the Police Complainteach year. While the average length of stay in the unit s five
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to six weeks, some babies stay up to three or four months, TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Educa-
which is usually two or three weeks before their due birthtion and Children’s Services): Intrastate tourism is a very
date. Premature babies need prolonged intensive supportsifjnificant driver of the economy in South Australia because
all their immature body systems and very detailed attentioiit invests money in regional and rural areas. Some 60 per cent
to their nutrition. That is why it is so important to provide of visitation in South Australia is by South Australians, and
both parents and babies with the support that they need atittaccounts for about 40 per cent of bed nights, with 1.8 mil-
particularly difficult time, and we very pleased to be able tolion visits and 5.6 million nights per year. This is an import-

deliver on that. ant sector that has been promoted through the Shorts program
over the past 14 years, but this year we have introduced
CROWN SOLICITOR'STRUST ACCOUNT substantial changes to this important $1 million program in

. that we now have increased the number of short holidays

TheHon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition): My  from the 150 that were holiday ideas 14 years ago to 450 in
guestion is to the Attorney-General. Did the former CEO otthe book now.

acting CEO of the Department of Justice allocate funds for  Tnese cover all 12 regions and are interesting this year

additional police on the AP lands without cabinet or minister{oc5se eight completely new products are available. In

ial approval? addition, there are special features that include more tourism
TheHon. K.O. Foley: What about the unlawful act of gata than just where to stay, the sites and pleasures of each

Robert Brokenshire? region and, in addition, a special section on family travel so
Members interjecting: that families can find suitable pursuits for young children and
The SPEAKER: Order! destinations that will be pleasurable for parents who take

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): The  whole families with them. The SATC Shorts advertising
Leader of the Opposition engages again in the fallacy that ifampaign is supported through collateral that appears in the
a minister or cabinet approves of a particular program, thepdvertiser, the Messenger Pregsjelaide Matters and Shorts
it is okay for the former chief executive of the Department oftelevision advertisements. In addition, we are developing a
Justice (Ms Kate Lennon) to take that out of the CrownShorts web site that will be a one stop shop for booking and
Solicitor’s Trust Account, even if the money was not placedpromotions, which we expect to be launched at the beginning
there for that purpose. It is a fallacy. The government mayf April.
well have approved of extra policing on the AP lands, and | |n addition, those who wish to give gifts might wish to go
will look into the matter and get an answer for the Leader ofg the SATC shopfront where they can buy gift vouchers to
the Opposition. But it does not follow—be clear on this—thatgg to any of the regions. They are very suitable presents for
the government or a minister is thereby saying to Ms Lennorpeople, rewards for family members and friends, and | hope
tuck money away in the Crown Solicitor's Trust Account, that this variety of promotions will be particularly useful.
pretend that it's spent when it's not and then, next financiat|early, intrastate tourism is crucial, and if we expect to get
year, having pretended that the money is spent, trot back likgom our target of $3.4 billion a year up to $5 billion,

a squirrel to the hollow log, take out the money and spend iccording to South Australia’s Strategic Plan, by 2008, we
on something else. That is not what the government is sayingave to nurture the intrastate market, because it is crucial to

in approving a particular program. It is a fallacy. our economy.
Members interjecting:
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: The Attorney-General’s CROWN SOLICITOR’'S TRUST ACCOUNT

Operating Account.
TheHon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition): My
BAXTER DETENTION CENTRE question is to my friend the Attorney-General. Will the
) o o Attorney confirm the existence of a second set of books used
Mr HANNA (Mitchell): My question is to the Minister by Kate Lennon in the stashed cash affair?
for Health. How many Baxter Detention Centre inmates are Members interjecting:

being attended to by South Australian mental health authori- . |
ties and what services are provided to them? calrhe SPEAKER: Order! The Attorney-General has the

TheHon.L. STEVENS (Minister for Health): My )
advice is that there are currently two Baxter Detention Centr 'I;Ee HOE‘ M fJ ATK: '\:SON (Atto(rjney-G((japeral)f.f JUStI ¢
detainees being attended to by South Australian mental healff}f \N€¢ Sake of completeness, and rounding oft my 1as
nswer, | should have said that | would have expected the

authorities. This number obviously does not include Ms Rau?

My advice is that they are receiving acute mental healtl’?alar'e.S of police on t_he_ AP Ia}nd§ to have _been met from
treatment at Glenside hospital. operating accounts within the justice portfolio, such as the

police operating accounts, rather than the Attorney-General’s
TOURISM . SHORT HOL IDAYS Department operating account. The question of two sets of

' books was canvassed with Deb Contala, a certified practising

Mr O’BRIEN (Napier): My question is to the Minister accountant, and her answer was that that is a fair conclusion.

for Tourism. What initiatives are being employed— )
Members interjecting: TheHon. R.G. KERIN: Sir, | have a supplementary

The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member for duestion. Given the Attorney’s answer, will he now table the
West Torrens and ministers on the front bench will simplySecond set of books that he refers to?
shut up. Members interjecting:

Mr O’BRIEN: What initiatives are being employed by =~ The SPEAKER: Order!
the South Australian Tourism Commission to encourage TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Members of the opposition,
South Australians to enjoy short stays within the state? in their failure to make their allegations stick, have now
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descended into a semantic argument. To characterise whadministered items amounting to over $200 million of which
Kate Lennon did with the Crown Solicitor’s Trust Account— the Crown Solicitor’s Trust Account was only a tiny frac-

Members interjecting: tion—one of 29 administered items within my portfolio.
The SPEAKER: Order, the member for Heysen and the Accounts were being hidden from me, from the Treasury,
member for Waite! from the Auditor-General and, therefore, from parliament.

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: —to make it well under- The opposition has explicitly condoned this practice. The op-
stood by people who are not well versed in accounting, twgosition has explicitly condoned public servants staying at the
sets of books is an appropriate way to characterise what wdalazzo Versace, and their stay being paid out of the Crown
being done. Ms Contala is a certified practising accountantolicitor’s Trust Account without proper financial controls.
She is now in charge of the finance section of the Attorneyif this money was being hidden, someone had to keep track
General's Department, and it has been put to her whether twaf what the true tally was—that is the second set of books.
sets of books would be an appropriate way to characterise
what is happening. Let me quote what she said. She said: NATURAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT

‘That is a fair conclusion.’ In response to being asked BOARDS

whether two sets of books is an appropriate way— . " .
Ms Chapman interjecting: MsBREUER (Giles): Can the Minister for Environment
The SPEAK ER: Order, the member for Bragg! and Conservation update the house on the progress of the

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: —to characterise the rort €stablishment of the new natural resources management

that was the misuse of the Crown Solicitor’s Trust Accountf0ards in South Australia? _
a certified practising accountant replied: ‘That is a fair_ ' heHon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Environment and

conclusion.’ | do not know what is not clear about that to theConservation): | thank the member for this important
opposition. guestion. The first presiding members of the South Australian

The Hon. |.F. Evans interjecting: regional natural resources management boards were appoint-
The SPEAKER: Order. the member for Davenportt ~ €d on 16 December last year, and have already started
The Hon. M.J.ATKINéON: Indeed. when anot.her working towards the implementation of the new Natural

accountant in the section was asked about the second setSources Management Act. As members would know, this
books he said there was a set of information which wad> 9roundbreaking legislation which, according to common-
maintained that simply monitored the movement of funds int ealth ministers, will ?”hﬁnce the c’i:iellvelf]y of natural d
and out of the account. The Auditor-General concludes thégisc;yrceﬁ_man.?ﬁetrﬁent in this State’lfr‘]n. we | a}[\_/e a;/er%/hgoo
the Crown Solicitor's Trust Account was misused. It was, < a{.'or;s 1P wi € commonwealth in refation 1o this
misused to give the indication that public money had beeR2HicUIar PrOCESS.

spent when it had not been spent. It was used to disguise caéh The eight presiding members who have been appointed

. re: Ms Yvonne Sneddon for the Adelaide and Mount Lofty
balances that were held by the Attorney-General’'s Depart= - : S )
ment but not disclosed for the purpose of the Auditor- anges region; Mr Charlie Jackson for the Alinytjara Wil

rara area; Mr Brian Foster on the Eyre Peninsula; Ms Jackie
Geperal, for the purpose of Treasury and for the purpose elly on Kangaroo Island; Mr Merv Lewis for the Northern
estimates committees.

. - - and Yorke; Mr Chris Reed for the Arid Lands; the Hon.

As the Auditor-General quite rlghtly said in the report W€ bavid Wotton for the Murray Darling Basin; and Mr David
:}fg’ﬁe to_igi gogrsse, :gggg’ ir';:ri:iﬁogﬁgérth?rlﬂlmgﬁngeddes for the South-East. These eight individuals have the
contrgq Wha? K):ate Lennonyand Kym Pennifoldpdid was take)ékills and knowledge to make a real difference in natural
money.from outside parliamenta?/y control and put it wher resources management in South Australia. Between them they
it was never supposed to be: in the Crown Solicitor’s Trus aﬁg g;gﬁngﬁ%?;jﬁ'ﬂg_s and talents which will overall—
AC(li/(IJ:gtr.]apmninterjecting' TheHon. J.D.HILL: Among them; thank you very

The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: The member for Bragg said much. | am glad to see that the Attorney-General now has an

. o . . assistant on the other side. It is good to see this bipartisan
So what? So what that it is outside the Hyperion controlye yantry occurring in this place. | will now be listening very
system? So what?

. . carefully to everything the member for Heysen says to see
Mr Hamilton-Smith interjecting: : ; : '
TheHon. M J. ATKINSON: The member for Waite what solecisms she might commit. | have every confidence

. ’ . - that they will make a great contribution to NRM in this state.
simply does not understand what is going on. He sat in §pg presiding members are helping me to work out the
parliamentary committee for week after week, and e"'dencﬁwembership for their respective boards, and I hope to make

has been led again and again that putting this money in thgyme announcements about those board memberships in the
Crown Solicitor’s Trust Account took it outside the control 1 +,re. The NRM Council will also be established in due

of the Hyperion monitoring system, and I do not think that¢qyrse, and that council will be involved in determining the

the member for Waite can get it. He does not seem to get itnempership of the boards, as will the cabinet. In the mean-
He can’t have been paying attention. No one says that it Wagme, work is under way to draft the state NRM plan, and that
within the Hyperion system. plan will form the framework for natural resources manage-

Membersinterjecting: ment and will contribute significantly to the achievement of
The SPEAKER: Order, the member for Bragg and the South Australia’s Strategic Plan.

member for Heysen!

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: What happened was that CROWN SOLICITOR’'STRUST ACCOUNT
money was hidden from Treasury; the monthly reports that
went to the three people in Treasury who monitored the TheHon. |.F. EVANS (Davenport): My question is to
justice portfolio, | am advised, was not a total figure for thethe Attorney: will he assure the house that the disciplinary
Crown Solicitor's Trust Account; it was a total figure for processes for all public servants involved in the stashed cash
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affair have been carried out in accordance with law? Kymwho supervised the settling of this matter. The delegate was

Pennifold has alleged that he was threatened, victimised completely different person, so | do not see how Mr Johns

bullied and a victim of blackmail. could bully Mr Pennifold through his barrister and his
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): My  solicitor. The notion is fatuous.

advice is that Mr Pennifold’'s claims are self-serving and

false. If Mr Pennifold believes that there was any defect in COURTS. CLEARANCE RATES

procedure then, of course, he can appeal to the courts in '

accordance with the law of the state. | fear that he will notbe \sCHAPMAN (Bragg): Is the Attorney-General

doing that because there is no merit in his claim. Of coursegoncerned by the clearance rate in the civil and criminal

if Mr Pennifold’s barrister, Mr Griffin, were given permission jyrisdictions of both the Supreme and District Courts? What

by Mr Pennifold to front the parliamentary committee, andaction has the government taken to address this issue? The

to give evidence to the effect that Mr Pennifold has, then tha¢|earance rate is the measure of whether a court is keeping up

would be a different matter and would open up a questionyith its workload. The report on government services,

However, at this stage there is no sign that Mr Pennifold willproduced by the Productivity Commission last month, reveals

waive legal professional privilege and allow Mr Griffin to that the clearance rate of the South Australian Supreme Court

appear before the committee and substantiate his allegations.only 66.7 per cent. This is by far the lowest in Australia.

There appear to me to be inconsistencies in Mr Pennifold'sh New South Wales, the clearance rate is 98.2 per cent, and

account. _ in Queensland, WA and Tasmania it is 100 per cent. In the
_Let me tell the house exactly what happened in theatest annual report of the Courts Administration Authority,
disciplinary hearing. Mr Bleby for the Crown stated: the Chief Justice reports that the percentage of criminal cases

The parties, Mr Delegate, agree that the following constitute theén the higher courts dealt with in the targeted 180 days is only
facts upon which you are entitled to act: one, that Kim Pennifoldq 7 per cent, down from 46 per cent in 2002.
engaged in the transfer of unspent funds in the 2002-03 and 2003-04 ' .
financial years into the Crown Solicitor's Trust Account fromwhich ~ The SPEAKER: Much of the explanation is debate and
they were to be expended in the following financial years. Two, thais disorderly, as | have pointed out for the benefit of honour-
Kym Pennifold personally authorised deposits into the Crowngphle members in recent times. Such explanations will not be

Solicitor's Trust Account as follows: o
(1) expensive criminal cases administered line—$130 000 found acceptable by the chair in future.

(2) rebate from Legal Services Commission, West Lakes TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): This

matter—$12 764.36; _ is exactly the same question that was asked either earlier this
8; x:ggg ggmg:gﬂgmg Bﬂggg:iéﬁﬁ)%%%t—%g 000: week or last week. It has already been asked in the parlia-
(5) video conferencing—ISDN and telephone—$60 000; ment, and | have undertaken to obtain an answer. Indeed, |
(6) video conferencing—balance—$76 000; discussed the matter with an officer of the Director of Public

Three, that in the 2002-03 financial statements for the AttorneyProsecutions only this morning.
General’s Department, Kim Pennifold deliberately permitted the MsCh A d?

recording of unspent funds in the Attorney-General's Department, IS &hapman: Areé you concerned:

which had been paid to the Crown Solicitor's Trust Account as  The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: Of course | am concerned
expenditure items, when those payments were not actual EXPENSS delays in the courts, but what | can tell the house is that

at the time of the payments for the purpose of misleading th o
Department of Treasury and Finance. Four, that Kym PennifoldNe Opposition seems to be absolutely entranced by what

oversaw production of the 2002-03 financial statements for théappens in the Supreme and District Courts. My number one
certification by the chief executive, Kate Lennon, and the managepriority is what happens in the Magistrates Court, because
business and financial services, Paul Noon, which they signed on 2B ¢ is the court that deals with more than 90 per cent of the

September 2003, knowing that the financial statements for th . . .
Attorney-General's Department incorrectly recorded amounts whic ases that South Australians bring to court. The Magistrates

had been paid into the Crown Solicitor’s Trust Account as expendiCourt is doing well; it could do better. | am appointing a
ture. ' _ Supreme Court judge to replace Ted Mullighan, and | am
By the above conduct, Kym Pennifold cooperated in andappointing a District Court judge very soon. | am confident

facilitated— that clearance rates can improve in the coming year.

Let me interpolate here. This is what Kym Pennifold | o, oncerned that, owing to delays in the Supreme Court
agree_d—wn_h legal adV'C‘? f_rom his s_ol!cno_r,_ John Hank'nand the District Court, the trials of some accused are delayed.
and his barrister, Mark Griffin—Mr Griffin giving effectto | iy it is important that those clearance rates improve but,
this at the hearing. | return to the text: make no mistake, the most important court for the purposes
(1) avoidance of the government carryover policy by intentional-of the public of South Australia is the Magistrates Court, and
g/nr:jo't:?rllsé%lgzl;ng the unspent funds to the Department of Treasuri/r1at court is doing very well.
(2) a system for managing the balance of funds held in the Crown
Solicitor’s Trust Account to allow the moneys improperly placed ~ MsCHAPMAN: | have a supplementary question. Noting
in the Crown Solicitor's Trust Account to be spent in the the Attorney’s concerns, will he confirm that, when the Chief

following financial year in a manner that would avoid disclosing . - . . - .
them as a source of revenue for that year; Justice raised this issue with him, he was reading the TAB

(3) breach of Treasurer’s Instructions 3, 19 and 21, and sectiodf®'m?

23 and 41 of the Public Finance and Audit Act 1987. i iecting:
Mr Delegate, the parties agree that, based on these facts, it is The Hon. WA. Matthew interjecting: . )
appropriate that you make a finding of improper conduct on the part  The SPEAKER: | call the member for Bright for the fifth
of Kym Pennifold. The parties consent to you taking the followingtime.

action under section 58 subsection (5) of the Public Sector Manage- TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: The question is a vile smear

ment Act. . L
Mr Pennifold has said that in respect of these negotiations'?,qade under parhamentary pr|y|lege.
he did not speak directly to Mr Mark Johns, the Chief TheHon. WA. Matthew interjecting:

Executive of the department, nor was Mr Johns the delegate The SPEAKER: Order, the member for Bright!
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PUBLIC SERVICE SALARIES cash that one has pretended to have been spent and use it for
different purposes, or for purposes not authorised by—

Mr BRINDAL (Unley): Will the Attorney-General advise The SPEAKER: Order! If the Attorney does not have the
the house who the public servants are, and what disciplinanyames of the public servants, he can sit down and move on.
action has been taken against them, who have used taxpayers’The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: Mr Speaker, it is not my
money to ‘pamper themselves and their mates’, to use thiatention—
minister’s response to a question yesterday? The SPEAKER: Then sit down.

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): Kate TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: It is not my intention,
Lennon chose to resign as chief executive of Families anir Speaker, to upbraid public servants for being pampered:
Community Services, rather than face up to a disciplinaryt is simply not right to do that. What is right is that
hearing. Ms Lennon could have faced the usual disciplinaris Lennon and Mr Pennifold be disciplined—and they have.
process and explained whether her conduct regarding the Ms CHAPMAN: Mr Speaker, | rise on a point of order.
Crown Solicitor’s Trust Account was in order or correct. SheThere is no question before the house, your having ruled that
chose not to: she went on holiday and then flung herself intthe question is disallowed, and | ask that the Attorney
the arms of the Liberal Party. conclude now.

Members interjecting:

The SPEAKER: Order! | tell the Attorney-General that EDUCATION DEPARTMENT QUESTIONNAIRE
the Liberal Party does not own that pub. The question was . L
explicit: it referred to which public servants stayed in that .'IjheHon. D.C.KOTZ (Ne""'?‘“d)- !\/Iy questionisto the

Minister for Education and Children’s Services

flash pub in Queensland. Mr Koutsantonis interjecting:

The an. M ZJ' ATK!N$N: Yes. Mr Speaker— The SPEAKER: Order! The member for West Torrens,
Mr Wiliams interjecting: for the last time.

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | suggest you read the Mr Koutsantonis: For what. sir?
transcript of the committee. Clearly, MrLucas leads TheSPEAKER: The member for Newland has the call.

Ms Lennon in her eyidgnce— TheHon. D.C. KOTZ: My question is to the Minister for
Members interjecting: Education and Children’s Services. What is the budget
The SPEAKER: Order! allocation for the collation, dissemination and analysis of new

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: —by pre-arranged ques- information being sought from parents and primary carers of
tions. As to the member for Unley’s question, Mr Pennifold,school-aged children, and for what purpose will this informa-
who was in charge of that section and in charge of theion be used? The state government, through the education
balanced scorecard project, has been disciplined accordirgstem, has distributed forms to all parents and primary
to a disciplinary process, which, in the end, was agreedarers of school-aged children, seeking private information
between the parties. | read out the substance of that agreiating to their individual and educational qualifications and
ment to the house, omitting nothing relevant. It is all therepccupation. | am advised that there are privacy implications
before the house. It took some time to read out. However, thgy seeking this type of information and | am further advised
member for Unley should be aware that Mr Pennifold washat this is the first time this information has been sought
demoted from executive B to executive A. That is whatfrom guardians of schoolchildren.
happened. TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Educa-

o tion and Children’s Services): | thank the member for

Mr BRINDAL: My question is to the Attorney-General. Newland for her question. | think she is referring to a article
In light of my clear understanding gained from both the pressn The Advertiser from November, which discussed—
today and the Attorney’s answers, a number of public TheHon. D.C. Kotz interjecting:
servants were detailed as pampering themselves. Obviously, The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: | think the member for
Attorney knows the number, what were the names and wha{gvertiser in November relating to a common agreement
was the disciplinary action taken for the so-called abuse of¢ross all states made with MCEETYA and Brendan Nelson
public money by the Attorney—not by this side of the house ghout enrolment details and collation of information. | am
by the Attorney. He says they rorted the public system: leignly critical of the data collection, mainly because | have
him answer who they were. o large handwriting and there are about two millimetres

The SPEAKER: Order! The question is pure debate. Thepetween the lines to fill it out: it is not a particularly well
substance of the inquiry may have merit but the manner igesigned form, and | have asked that this year's form be
which the matter was raised was not by way of an inquiry abetter spaced and presented. | am informed that essentially
all—rather a simple statement of opinion about, in rhetoricathe information is the same as last time. The privacy declara-
terms, what the Attorney ought to do. The question is out ofjon has been simplified. The purpose for which the informa-

order. tion is collected is national data collection agreed by
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Mr Speaker, | would like MCEETYA. The material and questions are not of my

the opportunity nevertheless to try to answer it. choosing: it is part of a national agreement. My only input
The SPEAKER: In the interest of balance and natural into the system—

justice, | will leave it to the Attorney to deal with it. The Hon. D.C. Kotz interjecting:

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Mr Speaker, it is simply not TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: My only input, my
contrary to the Public Sector Management Act to be pampenly impact—
ered. What is contrary to the Public Finance and Audit Act The Hon. D.C. Kotz interjecting:
and Treasurer’s Instructions is to use an account outside the The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Newland has
Hyperion monitoring system to stash cash and then to take thesked her question.
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TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: | am rather a stickler specialist on a regular basis and the heart specialist had
for the aesthetics. | found the form badly designed and askeughlighted to her that she needed more, not less, care in

that it be made easier to read. terms of helping her stay in her own home.
So, | find it astounding that here is a health system under
HEALTH FUNDING such stress and strain that this 78 year old pensioner suddenly

finds that the home care she has had—enjoyed and appreciat-
TheHon. DEAN BROWN (Deputy Leader of the g for the last 10 years has been cut off with very little

Opposition): Will the minister explain to the parliament what \yarning indeed. | am sorry that the minister feels that she
specific projects or lines of expenditure represent th@poy|d leave the house when it is her department that has cut
$11.446 million that was underspent in 2003-04 and was Nghjs very vital service indeed. It is her department that has
approved for carryover expenditure in 2004-05? An answegaid that Mrs Penna, at the age of 78 years, does not get the
tabled by the Deputy Premier on 7 February this year showigome care that she has received for the last 10 years, even
that in health $64.5 million was underspent in 2003-04 bUEhough her doctor says that she needs more home care, not
only $53.1 million of that was approved for carryover to thejess | might also add that she also looks after her husband,
next financial year, leaving a gap of $11.446 million, whichgng her husband is aged as well and can move around the

was not approved for carry on finance. house only with great difficulty with walking sticks.
TheHon. K.O. Foley: Carry over, not carry on. So, Mrs Penna has asked me to plead her case to get
Members interjecting: increased home care—or some home care, even if it is put
The SPEAKER: Order! back to where it was before at 1.5 hours per fortnight. It is

TheHon. L. STEVENS(Minister for Health): Certainly  totally unacceptable that she should be left, with her husband,
we do not get money for carrying on in terms of our budgetshigh and dry without that support at home that she has
TheHon. M.D. Rann: When he was minister it was carry enjoyed. | find it offensive that the minute | raise this issue

on cutting beds. the minister should get up and leave the house and not show
TheHon. L. STEVENS: That is right, it was carry on any interest at all in relation to the plight that Mrs Penna and,
cutting beds. | will be pleased to provide that information to| suspect from what | hear, many other people are facing in

the house. terms of cuts to home care services.

| ask the minister to investigate this case as a matter of

HOME CARE urgency. | have given the details as to where that help has

The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Deputy Leader of the been coming from. It has been through the Lower North

" : L\ e Community Health Service, which is part of the Wakefield
IOpEOS't'.On): My question again is to the Minister for Health. region. It i)s/ fully funded by the statepgovernment. In that
s the minister—

N region all the budget comes from that area, although some of
Members interjecting: it would be a mix of federal and state money. It is inappropri-
The SPEAKER: Order! . ate for the minister not to be aware of a cut in services to
TheHon. DEAN BROWN: Is the Minister for Health  g1qer people such as this. We hear many statements about

aware that 78 year old pensioner, Mrs Aileen Penna ofqy, this government wants to help older people to stay in

Balaklava, who has received 1.5 hours of home care pgheir home and have independence. Here is a classic example

fortnight for the past 10 years from the Lower North Com- ¢ someone who wants to do that, and it is not that when she

munity Health Service, has had that care stopped completelyaeqs extra support she cannot get it: she finds that the
due to the lack of funds? Mrs Penna has a serious heag},,nort she has enjoyed for the last 10 years has suddenly
condition and her doctor says that she needs more home caf,ap stopped. | ask the minister to come back to this house

not to stop it. o _ , as a matter of urgency.

TheHon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health): Certain- The other point | pick up very quickly is the fact that
ly, I am not aware of that particular issue and | will look into 11 446 million was underspent last financial year. Despite
it for the deputy leader and come back to the house. the increasing waits for surgery and the financial pressure our

hospitals are under, $11.446 million was underspent last year
and not approved by cabinet for transfer to this year for
expenditure. It was by far the largest amount and, in fact, it
was almost the only department that suffered such a cut in
expenditure that could be carried over for funding this year.

GRIEVANCE DEBATE Once again, our health system is suffering because this
minister does not have the clout to argue for the finance that
HOME CARE was underspent from last year to be carried forward for this

year so that they have the desperately needed money. It is

TheHon. DEAN BROWN (Deputy Leader of the  jronic: here is $11.4 million lost from the budget last year, not
Opposition): | wish to grieve about the situation of Mrs carried forward for this year, and here is Mrs Penna who has
Aileen Penna. Here is a 78 year old frail, aged pensionesad her home care cut.
living in Balaklava who has had home care now for 10 years. Time expired.
For 10 years she has needed that support and care so that she
can live independently rather than move into an aged care HOSPITALS, QUEEN ELIZABETH
facility. When | spoke to Mrs Penna she highlighted how
important that care is. But, suddenly, she has found that from Mr CAICA (Colton): As this house is aware, | have
the beginning of this year home care has been cut offpoken on many occasions about the Queen Elizabeth
completely, even though her heart condition has deterioratadospital. Without belabouring the points | made previously,
just recently. In fact, she told me about how she sees a hedrtvould like to recap a few of those most important points
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before speaking about research at the Queen Elizabetinmy view, it would not make sense to land lock that facility.
Hospital. | find it quite ironic that | follow the deputy leader, If we believe—and | do—that South Australia can become
given that it was accepted that his vision (and the vision obne of the world’s leaders in medical research and that the
the previous government) was to transform the Queenew facility at the QEH is crucial to this happening, the
Elizabeth Hospital from a tertiary teaching hospital offeringfacility must be located where it can accommodate growth.
a full range of excellent medical services into a communityAlthough there is obviously a process that still needs to run
hospital that was to offer nothing more than the serviceds course, | am confident that all these factors will be taken
expected of a community hospital. That was their visionjnto account and that, in the end, we will finish up with a
although it clearly was not visionary. hospital and supporting research facilities that will be a major
What | said was not at all meant to denigrate the role ofactor in placing the delivery of health and medical services
a community hospital. It is simply that the opposition, whenin South Australia at an equivalent standard to anywhere else
in government, wished for reasons best known to itself tan the world.
downgrade the Queen Elizabeth Hospital (QEH). The former
government promised for years a much-needed QEH upgradeAUSTRALIANS AIDING CHILDREN ADOPTION
but it was a promise made on the never-never. It was left to AGENCY
the current government, a government that truly recognised
the value of the QEH, to commit to this hospital and the MrsREDMOND (Heysen): I rise today to speak briefly
people it serves from the western suburbs and beyond. Durir@Pout an issue that was the subject of a rally on the steps of
the decaying days of the previous government, yet anothdtarliament House at lunch time today, that is, the minister’s
commitment to upgrade the QEH was made. No-one can salgcision to close an adoption agency that has been operating
what might have transpired. However, on form, it is mostin this state for some 12 or 13 years: the Australians Aiding
likely that there would have been an upgrade and that upgradehildren Adoption Agency. In this state that has been the

would have resulted in simply a community hospital. licensed agency through which people wishing to adopt
The fact is that this government is committed to thischildren from overseas are able to proceed to do so. That

outstanding hospital and its future is now secure. Notwithdiffers from the other states of Australia: the other states, in

standing the problems that have been experienced—fd@ct, manage that whole process through the department.
example, how to fit subsequent stages of construction into a A couple of weeks ago the minister made an announce-
structure never intended to accommodate any such stagesment that he was planning to close the agency; that it would
these issues will be resolved. Because of the commitment &% longer be licensed to conduct that function and that it
this government to the hospital and in recognition of thewould be taken over by the department. The people protesting
outstanding services that the Queen Elizabeth Hospital art@day were parents: some parents who are in the process of
its equally outstanding staff are able to provide, the future ofrying to adopt, some who have already adopted one child or
the QEH looks positive. more and are still in the process of adopting more and other
| wish to focus now on medical research at the Queetparents who have long ago finished with the adoption process
Elizabeth Hospital and | will declare an interest here: | arrbut have been very satisfied with it. Every one of them was
involved with the Queen Elizabeth Hospital Researctihere because they recognised that the agency that the
Foundation. Every member of the house will be acutely awarginister has said he will close down is doing an extremely
of the QEH's enviable reputation, recognised well beyondjood job at very little cost to the government. The govern-
Australia, particularly in but not isolated to the area of kidneyment commits something like only $43 500 each year to the
research. Again it was left to the current government t@gency: the rest of its $600 000-odd budget is provided by the
commit to a continuation of the world-class research that igeople who deal with the agency, and it does an extraordi-
conducted at the QEH. Had the QEH been downgraded torzarily good job—to the extent that, when people from this
community hospital as intended by the former governmentstate go overseas to collect the children they are adopting they
there would have been no tertiary teaching or researciobviously speak to parents who have come from other states,
Thankfully, this did not occur and, in complete contrast, thisand the parents from other states are absolutely envious of
government has made the single largest commitment dhis state.
funding to research in the history of our public hospital When the previous minister was in the portfolio she
system. commissioned a report in relation to the inter-country
The QEH is to get a new purpose-built research facilityadoption services in this state, and that report supported the
that will meet the needs of providing modern medicalretention of the agency. At about the same time, | understand,
research as we progress through this century. As membetisere was something of a complaint about the agency. That
would know, in this ever-changing, modernising andcomplaint was referred to the Crown Solicitor’s Office, and
increasingly commercial world, the challenge is what oughthe office then put in a report. As a result, when the current
to be the specific focus of research so as to maximise both thginister took over the reins he had two reports.
medical and commercial benefits that can accrue from that The minister then decided to commission yet another
research. The commitment to research is there. The challengeport—the KPMG report—and that was received by the
is where best to locate the facility from two aspects, fromminister, | think, towards the end of last year. That report
both the medical and the commercial perspective. What is theontained 19 recommendations, and every one of them
best location in the hospital precinct in which to locate thesupported the retention of the agency. The whole report was
research facility so as to maximise integration with a rang@redicated on the basis of retaining the agency and, indeed,
of other medical services to the benefit of those services anthe recommendations related to adjusting things such as the
thus, the patients who require those services? reporting mechanisms, quality assurance frameworks and the
Secondly, what is the best location for this facility so as tosort of management jargon that we like to have these days in
exploit the commercial aspect of the research into the futurethe Public Service. All those things had to be put in place, and
This is a matter that will have to be properly considered andthe agency was more than willing to accommodate them. In
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fact, the report even laid out a time line over aboutsaved and, perhaps, preserved, such as the plague dedicating
12 months, through which period the various recommendahe bridge, and maybe the design of the lights. But to say that
tions could be introduced and the processes adjusted #ss monstrosity is an historical item after taking the lives of
necessary. innocent South Australians is an outrage. | do not believe for
My knowledge of this matter has been extended over tha second that the local council would want it listed on the
last couple of weeks since the minister's announcemerteritage registrar, because | think it wants the bridge changed.
because of the hundreds of emails, letters, phone calls and so This investment is long overdue in the western suburbs,
on that | have received from people who are most upset at thend it has taken a Labor government to commit to it. | will
minister’s decision. Yet the minister had the audacity to standight this. | will raise every single petition that | can. | will go
on the steps of Parliament House this afternoon and indicatéoor-to-door in Torrensville, Mile End, Thebarton, West
that nothing he had heard in the house, in spite of questiorRichmond, and all the way down to Lockleys, and | am sure
from me during question time, had moved him to reconsidethat the member for Colton will take it from there, because
his decision in this matter. It is a matter that does not neegeople who use Henley Beach Road want to see the city
any legislative change: he could easily reverse his decisiompened up. | do not believe that the council would want to
If he listens to the will of the people and to common senseheritage list this item. | am sure that it is a mistake, and | am
and to the recommendations made by KPMG in its independsure theMessenger must have had some false information,
ent report commissioned by him, he could still reach thebecause | would be stunned if anyone on the council wanted
correct decision by and before 31 March when the agency ihe entirety of this bridge listed as a heritage item, to be
due to close down. There is absolutely nothing wrong therotected from future development.
agency; it runs efficiently and effectively, and it goes well | am glad that the government committed to fixing the
beyond the call of duty in working long hours, over weekendsBakewell Bridge. | think it should be renamed in honour of
and so on, accommodating time change differences so th#ifose who lost their lives, or something else to do with the
they can communicate directly with orphanages in India ang@vestern suburbs. The idea that this bridge somehow leaves
other parts of the world, so that they can effectively run thisa glowing, warm feeling in the hearts of people in the western
adoption service. It is the pride of the rest of the nation anguburbs is not right. | understand that it is a landmark and that
something envied by the rest of the nation, yet our ministeit has been there for a long time, but it is ugly, it is an
is not prepared to sit down and look at it realistically; and noeyesore, no-one wants it and people want it replaced.
just take the word of one public servant, who has her owrSometimes people who want things to be listed on our
agenda in the matter, and go ahead and close the thing so thmritage wish list go too far, and | think that this is the bridge
it becomes part of her empire within the public service,too far.
instead of continuing to operate as an effective private

agency. AUSTRALIANSAIDING CHILDREN ADOPTION
Time expired. AGENCY
BAKEWELL BRIDGE TheHon. M.R. BUCKBY (Light): | grieve today in

support of the member for Heysen. | have a couple in my
Mr KOUTSANTONIS (West Torrens): Can | say, Mr  electorate who have used the private adoption service for the
Acting Speaker, that it is a pleasure to grieve in youradoption of one child from South-East Asia and who are, at
presence, because | know that you will adjudicate with thehe moment, half-way through the process of adopting their
wisdom of King Solomon. | rise today to talk about heritagesecond child. They approached me when the announcement
listing. | have no problem with heritage listing. | think it is a was made by the minister that he was terminating approval
good way to save beautiful, old, unique buildings, to keeffor them to continue with their adoption services, and they
them restored for future generations to admire and respeatiere very concerned for two reasons: firstly, they are half-
But sometimes we go too far. way through the process and wonder how long it is going to
Members interjecting: take them to swap over to the government department—they
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: A bit of protection please, Mr wonder whether things may be held up and how that might
Acting Speaker. But sometimes they go too far. | understandffect the situation in the country in which they are adopting
that my local Messenger has discovered that someone, eithiiweir child; and, secondly, they were extremely satisfied with
the West Torrens Council or the local historical society, orthe service provided by the private company and had no issue
both, wish to historically list the Bakewell Bridge on its with any of the paperwork, the detail, the information that had
register, and has asked the Minister for Urban Planning anldeen given to them, or the treatment of them or of the child
Development to put on an interim PAR. This bridge haswhom they have adopted by that private company.
claimed more lives than any other bridge in Australia. That | agree with the member for Heysen that it seems that
is how dangerous this bridge is. Until | ran a campaign tahere are other factors that are operating within the minister's
force the former minister for transport to put up safetydecision, and it is a pity that | was not able to be out on the
barriers—and | want to thank other members for their supporsteps to hear him speak this morning. However, if what the
during the campaign—people would still be dying on thatmember for Heysen has said is correct—that he is not going
bridge. This bridge is overdue for demolition; it should beto back down—then | think that that is a loss to the commun-
replaced immediately. The government is committed to thaity of South Australia and, as | said, certainly a concern for
with a $35 million package to build either a new bridge or anthe people in my constituency. | ask him to review his
underpass. decision, as the member for Heysen has done, to assess the
If the local historical society or the council wants to saveadvice that he has been given to cease approval for that
this bridge they are completely out of step with the concernservice through the private company and to determine
of their ratepayers, residents and members. | understand thahether the grounds for that advice are correct or whether
there are some significant parts of the bridge that should bihere is some other process in operation.
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The other matter that | would like to grieve about—andfunctions, at which she was not invited to speak, and making
| was going to raise it with the Minister for Transport, so | ampolitical attacks on the state government on matters for which
pleased that she is here today—is that, since October lasite federal government has prime responsibility.
year, the residents of Gawler and those people who travel
along Main North Road through Evanston South just at the BUSCONTRACTS
end of the Gawler bypass have seen work undertaken to put
an increased capacity storm drain under Main North Road. TheHon. PL. WHITE (Minister for Transport): I seek
This has been going on since October last year, and here @ave to make a ministerial statement.
are in February. To this stage on that four lane highway, the Leave granted.
vegetation section in the middle has not been extended past TheHon. P.L. WHITE: The successful bus contracts for
the first two lanes, and there are many days when | travel pasidelaide’s northern, north-eastern and inner southern suburbs
and there is nobody working on site. Traffic has to slow downwere awarded today. Torrens Transit is the successful
to 40 km/h to traverse through the construction area, and tenderer for the north-south area (Gepps Cross to O’Halloran
is extremely inconvenient to say the least. | am surprised afill) and the outer north-east area (Klemzig to Golden
the slowness of the work and | would ask the minister toGrove). Australian Transit Enterprises Pty Ltd is the success-
make some inquiries. Firstly, is it a private tender and is theréul tenderer for the outer north area (Gepps Cross to Gawler).
a completion date—and to me it does not look like brainFive companies submitted 57 tenders for the contracts, which
science that is going on there: they are just increasing theepresent half of Adelaide’s bus services. Torrens Transit and
capacity, or installing a storm water drain under the roadAustralian Transit Enterprises (trading as SouthLink) already
Secondly, if it is not a private contract, is Transport SAoperate in Adelaide and have extensive interstate bus
carrying out this work and when can we expect it to beoperation experience.
completed? At times, | have seen cars going through at The new bus contracts will not only maintain current
speeds of greater than 40 km/h, and | am sure it is because sérvices but both Torrens Transit and Australian Transit
the frustration caused by the time it has taken to complete thenterprises have committed to improving services to better
job. 1 would appreciate an answer from the minister on thisneet the needs of patrons. If that is not achieved, contractors
issue. will not receive bonuses. The contracts set new benchmarks

in services by creating unprecedented incentives for strong
CENSORSHIP and consistent patronage growth. Serco has provided services
~since 1996, but did not exercise its right to renew its contract

Mr SNELLING (Playford): Late last year, along with ynder the same terms and conditions for a further five years.

the member for Florey and the federal member for MakinGovernment put the services to tender in August 2004 and
Trish Draper, | attended the Christmas break-up of the Va”eEerCO was not successful in this process.

View Neighbourhood Watch. None of us had beeninvited to | ywould like to thank all the committed drivers and staff
speak and, given the nature of the event, | thought that faigf Serco who have provided excellent service over the
enough. However, that did not stop Ms Draper, who promptiyyrevious years and look forward to a smooth transition to the
invited herself to speak on the then imminent release of thge\ contractors. The new contractors will be in contact with
French art-house filmAnatomy of Hell, of which she was 5| existing Serco staff to explain how employees can sign up
rather critical. | am not of the opinion that adul;s should beyith the new operators. In the first months of operation, the
able to watch whatever they want, and | think that thenew contractors will listen to their passengers’ feedback to
government has a role in censoring films that offend publiensure they meet people’s travel needs. Both contractors will
decency. However, what flowed from Ms Draper was ancommence services on Sunday 24 April 2005 for five years.
extraordinary attack on the state government and the

Attorney-General, in particular, for not using his powers to p|TJANTJATJARA LAND RIGHTS (REGULATED

ban the film in South Australia. SUBSTANCES) AMENDMENT BILL
I think that there are good reasons for the state’s not

striking out and taking a ‘going it alone’ approach to  Adjourned debate on second reading.

censorship, the main reason being that, because of DVDs and (Continued from 7 February. Page 1356.)

videos, these films can be moved across state borders very

easily. One has only to look at the number of X-rated or non- Dr McFETRIDGE (Morphett): | rise on behalf of the

violent erotica films that constantly come across into our statepposition as lead speaker, and | do so with a great deal of

from Canberra. What | find remarkable is that, whilepride also being a member of the parliamentary standing

criticising the state government, Ms Draper, who is a membetommittee on Aboriginal lands. My involvement with

of the federal government (which has the prime responsibilitAboriginal communities goes back over 33 years; and,

for classification and censorship), seems to have done nothingfortunately, in my experience, the issue of petrol sniffing

to approach the federal government on these issues. | wondglso goes back 33 years. | used to drive the school bus from

what she has done to lobby the federal Attorney-Generdbort Augusta High School to what was then the Davenport

about the personnel who comprise the federal ClassificatioMission. Even then, 33 years ago, people were suffering

Board—probably not much. severe substance abuse, and the majority of that substance
Recently, | was amazed to learn that a former deputy heagbuse was due to inhalation of glue and petrol. My big

of the Classification Board has taken up a position as aoncern for the Aboriginal people of Australia, never mind

lobbyist for the Eros Foundation, which is one of the mainjust South Australia, is that millions of dollars have been

promoters of pornography. It is remarkable that, uporspent over many years, yet very little seems to have been

retirement, someone who has held a position as an indepenashieved.

ent umpire takes up a position as such a lobbyist. However, The Aboriginal Lands Standing Committee visited a

my main grievance is Ms Draper’s getting up at communitynumber of communities in the eastern Anangu Pitjantjatjara
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Yankunytjatjara lands last year. Of course, members hear athinistry and government when the press started pushing hard
about the bad things happening on the lands, but let me teadin the issues of petrol sniffing. There was a lot of publicity
the house that there are some fantastic things happening @ut there and | would like to think it was not just media
those communities. There are some absolutely fantastimanagement or a publicity stunt. | live in hope that there is
ventures and entrepreneurial activities occurring on the landgenuine concern over there, and | know certainly that the
It is far more than just the Aboriginal arts and craft centresmembers of the Labor Party and the Independents who are on
which, of course, are producing some world famous art. Théhe Aboriginal Lands Standing committee are genuine in their
communities should be very proud of what they are produceoncerns. It is a fantastic committee and a privilege to be on
ing. They have a fantastic base on which to build. The land&. When the Premier went up there with a number of public
are situated in some of the most beautiful country in Austservants and media in May last year meetings were arranged.
ralia. A little later in my contribution, | will be talking about Unfortunately, it appears that the media management got in
gaining access to that country and the issue about medthe way of meeting some of the committees. | was very
access. The opposition is supporting the bill in its amendedisturbed to get a copy of a letter from one of the ladies at
form, as amended by a member in the other place. Pukatja who wrote to the Premier and said:

This bill will significantly affect the low lifes who are When you visited the lands at the end of April we were looking
selling drugs and petrol to the people in the APY lands in théorward to meeting you after we received a fax at the Pukatja
northern part of our state. The bill will create a new offencecommunity office telling us to expect you. | got council members

; ; ady for a meeting with you and we had the kettle boiling for a cup
of selling or supplying regulated substances on the land an'q tea. When you didn't arrive | drove across the creek to see where

the penalty is to increase to $50 000 or imprisonment for 1%ou were and found you outside the TAFE building in front of the
years, a significant fine and term of imprisonment, and so itewspaper cameras. Unfortunately, | didn’t see you again.

should be because the damage being inflicted by solve : . A ;
abuse, petrol sniffing, should be abhorred. The bil will%at is a bit of an indictment on some of the attitudes of some

empower the police to seize and retain any motor vehicle. Wo;:\l:jes Eg?gien; rc)gomsrlrgﬁ,tet;ut certainly not on those on the
are talking vast distances when talking of the APY lands. | X

s not ke going rom here tothe Bay and walking around my 2/ G128 00 BT R S0 e DT PEC T
tiny electorate down there. The Aboriginal lands in our nort y

are vast. The most beautiful parts of our state are in that pa e Pitjantjatjara Land Rights Act 1981 because the ability to

of the country and it is important to support the communitiescomclscate cars and ban people who are pushing drugs and

o il Aari ; selling petrol is already there. To supply petrol is an offence.
up there and this bill will go a long way to doing that. . d )
| was talking to some of the people involved in the ﬁdfrg(lzttteiﬂl)gggtieoﬁe;];é“gfs tﬁ;egﬁratr?tgaltpg\r,a{nL?nedClgirrﬁ?st 2?[
communities up there and in recent months considerabl ’ jantjay 9

momentum has been gained both at government and co 1e penalty is $2 000 or imprisonment for two years, and that

munity level for improved provision of service responses tg> 909 Up significantly, as | said before. Section 42d also

manage petrol sniffing and other health issues in the AFprowdes: ) )
lands. To try to give a list and prioritise them could be: first, (1) Aperson shall not be in possession of petrol on the lands for
petrol sniffing; secondly, community safety; thirdly, child the purpose ofinhalation.
- . P Penalty: $100.

protection and health; fourthly, housing; fifthly, cultural ) )
maintenance and cohesion; and, sixthly, employment anfhat is absolutely inadequate. It goes on:
training. Over the years various attempts to respond to the (2) A person shall not sell or supply petrol to another person on
incidence and consequence of petrol sniffing have been madfe lands if there are reasonable grounds for suspecting that the other
with limited success. person— . .

Thirty-three years ago | was seeing people north of Port (a) intends to use the petrol for the purpose of inhalation;
Augusta at the Davenport community (as it is now) who were b) intends to sell or supply the petrol for the purpose of inhala-
severely affected by petrol sniffing. In 2003 a small number ( )tion. ppiythep purp
of adults who sniffed petrol had been assessed by DHS fcgo the prohibition is there. Section 42d goes on-
brain injury. This initiative was undertaken by the Pukatja P - 9 -
Community Council, which demanded action by direct t§]3).'t°* mfember %f th?&o"cel.f‘”?e or a persor}_actltng Ug%’?r the

. . . . . . autnority or a memaper ot the police Torce may contiscate an Ispose

Cor_nmunlcatlon V\."th the CE of DHS. U.nt'l this dlre_ct reques_tof any petrol that he or she reasonably suspects is to be used or has
action by the chairperson of the Pukatja Community Councilpeen” used for the purpose of inhalation and any container that
the then department of human services did not have assesentains or has contained such petrol.

ment or diversionary sources available to the APY landsrhe apility to confiscate and punish is already there. The
communities. | will be talking about some of the things thepenalties are far too low, and we will change that.

task force is doing now in the lands to try to overcome these e current act goes on under section 43(7) to provide:

deficiencies.
; : ; ; A member of the police force may seize and impound any vehicle
There is a growing body of knowledge and literature Wlthreasonably suspected of having been used in connection with the

regard to the history, aetiology and the possible responses §pply of alcoholic liquor to any person on the lands in contravention
petrol sniffing. Further, there exists considerable expertiseyf a by-law.

willingness and knowledge among community members angpg pijl hefore us will extend that to petrol, but | would have

workers, particularly in central Australia, on these issueSy,q gt that under the current act the ability to confiscate cars
This expertise and preparedness warrants government SUpptii| there.

to assist in the development, implementation and evaluation In fact, the communities can actually make by-laws
of new coordinated interventions. This is a matter of givingSeCtion 4'3(3) provides: '
the communities a hand up rather than a hand out. e )

| was very disturbed, as a member of the lands committee, Anangu Pitjiantjatjara may make by-laws.
to see the rash of announcements made by members of tAad paragraph (c) provides:
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providing for the confiscation, in circumstances in which atreatment centres as are necessary for the purpose of the
contravention of a by-law under paragraph (a) or (b) is reasonablgection to provide assessment and treatment programs to the
suspected, of alcoholic liquor or any regulated substance— lands. I will be listing a few of the task force projects that are
They can actually make by-laws to confiscate motor vehiclebeing initiated up there, and | assume that these treatment
involved in petrol sniffing. So, they can do it already. Thecentres will be part of that. It is important that the young
communities need assistance and support to do that, and | gmople up there do get treatment, get referred to centres where
pleased to say that | was shown some information todashey can be given help.

where the task force has a number of initiatives. They willbe | ;o< ot the Operation Flinders breakfast yesterday. They
going out and assisting the communities, starting at family,re gealing with some of the very difficult cases in our
level, to implement these Initiatives. . juvenile justice system. To give those young people some self

_ Last year the government introduced a regulation tQqonfigence, so they can go somewhere and learn that they are
include petrol in the Public Intoxication Act, and that iS apt ajone, that drugs and violence are not the answers to their
good thing. The Coroner suggested that, and we shoulghestions, is very important. Operation Flinders is doing a
recognise that a lot of the work that is going on now IStantastic job. | spoke to Operation Flinders about extending
because the Coroner went to the Lands and carried oylejr services to the AP lands, and | hope we can do some-

extensive investigations and had discussions with vario%ing there. In the meantime. these treatment and referral

groups, and he published a report. The Coroner's report iggpires need to be more than just a quasi-prison: they need
grqdually—slowly, like everything in this place, unfortunate-, pa place where young people can go to learn some self-
ly: it seems to take far too long but we have to be thorough—egpect and dignity, that they are not on their own and that
being acted on, and we now need to get this bill through thi

. . LS oS fife is not just one step after another.
place and give the police, communities and families in the . .
| was a little concerned that in part 2, Assessment of a

APY Lands the power to rebuild the communities and get ri ; . ;
b g eferred Person, this referred person has to give written

of the scourge of not only drugs and marijuana but also in thi )
g y arug ) gonsent to the release of medical and treatment records,

articular case petrol, because it is a very significant blight™"’ . A -
gn their commuﬁity v S19 g which | can live with, but also a person’s criminal records.

The need to enforce any law is paramount. There is nd do not really know why the referral centre ngeds that. |
point making a law if you cannot enforce it. Certainly theWOUId have thought they were there not to pun|_sh,_because
police presence on the AP Lands is something we need 11613 referral to an assessment centre is not admission _of any
promote. There have been moves to putin more police. ThegMilt whatsoever. It should not have anything to do with a
are flying in and flying out, but | think the communities, and riminal record. If wiser heads than mine; if the police, the

certainly the police themselves, know—and | know havind)sychologsts and people in these centres feel that this is

a police station in Moseley Square would make a differSomething we need to be able to deal with, then we can live

ence—that having police stations in the APY Lands in the/ith that.
communities would be a much better move than having Non-attendance at the referral centre is where | think the
police fly in and fly out, because good community policinglogistics are going to be an interesting exercise to watch. The
involves getting to know the communities, individuals andbill provides that the assessment and treatment service must
families. by notice in writing terminate the person’s referral to the
Only when there is a degree of trust will Aboriginal service if the person fails without reasonable excuse to attend
communities, particularly, start to liaise with the police, startthe service in accordance with the referral notice or with any
to talk to the police and start to open up. | heard just thigther notice requiring the person to attend. | note that a copy
week that the police now are actually getting people to namef that letter in writing will also have to go to the Police
names. That is a huge step forward, because the family tie€ommissioner. Due to the vastness of those communities, the
the kinship relations up there are very strong, and we need t6gistics of contacting some of these people would be
make sure that we are not going to destroy thousands of yeafgeredible. | hope they have worked out a way of contacting
of culture by heavy-handed policing. So, community policingthe young people who are referred to these treatment centres
is something we need to look at. | do have a problem if theand that they do not abandon them,; that they do not write a
police go in there and seize vehicles. As | said before, this itter saying, ‘You can’t come any more,’ or ‘We are giving
a vast area of the state we are talking about here, and | am rigi¢ on you." | hope they get them back, get them going again
sure where the seized vehicles are going to go. It is importa@nd involve them with the community.
that there be a penalty whereby vehicles can be seized, but |t was absolutely great to see ‘Undertakings’ in section 3
what do the police do with them then? of schedule 4 and ‘approved programs’ in subsection 3(6),
It is good to see that a significant section of this bill iswhich deals with treatment and referral centres:
talking about young people. | have seen with my own eyes Approved programs means a program, the contents of which have
young teenagers, and some probably not even teenagers,.\/ug)tgbnpgpprové’d t?y— program,
cans up to their faces, snlfflng away. | have seen family () Anangu Pitjantjatiara: and
violence, where brother and sister were literally belting each (b) the minister
other over the heads with chairs. In one case, another family )
relative came out swinging with an axe. They were allinvolving the people—the communities and the families—is
intoxicated. You cannot over-emphasise the danger to thesemething that we really need to emphasise all the time. The
individuals but also to their families and the communities. Socontentious part of this bill that we will be discussing in this
to have an emphasis here on young people is good to seehouse is an amendment by the Hon. Nick Xenophon in the
There is provision for a mandatory referral system. It isother place regarding media entry into the lands. | have some
not mandatory sentencing but a mandatory referral systersgvere reservations about how this will be conducted. | refer
and that is something we in the opposition support. Under th the minister's second reading speech. In the first paragraph
bill, the minister is required to establish such assessment afe said:
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Recent press coverage of conditions on the AP lands graphicalig hand up. We have to get the families and communities built
illustrates the misery the practice of petrol sniffing inflicts not only yp there.

on those that participate in it but on all community members. .
P P y At the moment, the task force has community petrol

In the government's second reading speech it recognises theq ,se programs operating in the area, with funding of
role of the media in going to the AP lands and highlightinggsen 000 this year. That will continue: it is funded until
the issue and the good that that media exposure has done. T¢hg_09_ | assume that the community petrol misuse program

H?'?' Niclg Xeno%hon, in his_;%ddress in the other placey s started. There are also family support programs, which
talking about media entry, said: _ are being well funded. They are run by the Department for

" The %?Vemrlnent h«’;l_S a_tCKHOWlegged (Ijr) the Oplenlntg patrhagtfi?ph #amilies and Communities. They are funded at $355 000 each
its report to parliament in its second reading explanation that it wa. e ; )
recent press coverage of conditions on the APY lands thatgraphicaZfar’ rising to $459 000 in 2008-09. | am not sure whether

ly illustrates the misery caused by the substance abuse of petrBiat has begun, but it is a program that needs to get started
sniffing. straightaway because family support is vital to ensure that
Miles Kemp, theAdvertiser journalist, and other media outlets these programs continue.
that have covered this story, made a substantial difference in bringing o . o .
the terrible condition, the blight of petrol sniffing, to the attention of ~ POsitive behaviour units is another program. The funding
the people of South Australia. is only $50 000 this year, but it will increase to $279 000 in
That emphasises the fact that the media has a positive rof@08-09. A program is being established to provide specialist
there. In his summing up when discussing this amendmergounselling services for Anangu with violent, aggressive
the Hon. Terry Roberts said: behaviours which incorporate their families and other
There has been a suggestion that, if the lands were far more op em.bers of the communlty. | had never seen gnythlng like
than they are now and did not have restricted entry, the situation th&t€ violence that we witnessed when we were in one of the

has developed over the last decade— communities. It was not the community’s fault; it was just the
and | have to say, not just the last decade, the last three &ct that individuals there had, for some reason, chosen
four decades; 33 years in my case— substance abuse as a way of overcoming some of their

would not have occurred. There would have been more people t(alfflcultles. The psychological and emotlonal_ effects O.f
observe the deteriorating conditions in which the APY people wersubstance abuse were clearly evident. There is everything
living, and more attention would have been paid by a range ofrom increased staff housing, community support services,

people, so that the deteriorating conditions people were living irtraining, ceramics programs—the art centres up there are

would have been interrupted and there would have been great%'bsolutely fantastic—and a number of projects going on.
gicrncfﬁmg:aerr]\éezubpepecgtl,mg;w%reater support, for APY had thOS‘?\Iight patrols is another one and others include community

So, the minister recognises the fact that, if the issues artransport and outback pride. | un_derstand that there are about

exp;osed discussed and publicised—ana once again, t programs to be announced in the near future. It is very

political p,)ressure is there—people tend to éct ’ portant that, as part o_f these programs, thg treatment
: centres are up and running so that the youth involved in

Opening up the lands is something that | think is poss.'plesubstance abuse are not left on their own any more than they
but it should be done in consultation with the communitie

and the families. On a visit to the AP lands last year we we Jpeed be. I know that the communities are trying very hard at

to Mimili and spoke to the organisers of Mimili Maku Tours, € mpmgnt. )

which takes busloads of tourists out onto the lands. They 1his bill should be all about stopping substance abuse, and
teach them some of the traditional ways, they introduce therf} Should be seen as a starting point. We want to stop the
to bush tucker and they show them their art; they allow gubstance abuse and start rebuilding these communities. With

genuine cultural interaction. What needs to be emphasised fgat. | look forward to hearing what the minister has to say
the future of the lands, | think, is that we should be working2P0out the amendments that are being moved. | indicate that
towards an expansion of entry into those lands. the opposition will support the bill as it is.

With respect to whether the media is just allowed carte ] ] o
blanche in there, | think the clause states ‘in the public Mr CAICA (Colton): I will be relatively brief in my
interest’. This is not a tourist visa; it is not a ticket to go andcomments. This bill was introduced by the government as a
interrupt business there. | know that the media is sensitive tsomponent of a suite of initiatives aimed at reducing and
Aboriginal affairs and cultural ways. It will be sensitive to alleviating the hardships and difficulties experienced on the
any business that is going on there. If the roads are close@PY lands as a result of substance abuse. Today, | specifical-
members of the media know they will not be using thosdy want to focus my remarks on the form in which this bill
roads. They would not photograph any activity that is taking'as come back from the other place and, in the firstinstance,
place or sacred sites. They are more sensitive than that. 0 specifically talk about an amendment that was introduced

It is obvious from both the second reading speech and th@y the Hon. Nick Xenophon in another place, and accepted
minister's reply (and this was reinforced by the member'sdy the other place, and that is now section 5 of the proposed
speech in the other place) that there is a need to open up tRél that focuses on unauthorised entry onto the lands.
lands. These communities are very media savvy. They will My understanding is that the intent of this amendment
not be bushwhacked by a bunch of journalists from dowr(now this component of the bill) is to give effect to a situation
south. They will be very careful about what they present. khat will allow the media to circumvent the system that is in
guarantee that anyone who misrepresents them will rue thglace that provides permission for members of the broader
day, because to underestimate those communities and themmmunity to visit and travel to the APY lands. | further
ability to look at people and sum up what they are all aboutinderstand that the purpose of the proposed amendment is to
is beyond doubt. This bill will get through this place, and | allow members of the media to report on matters of public
wish those involved in implementing the laws that result frominterest (whatever that might be, from time to time) without
it the very best. But, as | said, we need to make sure that thehat the Hon. Nick Xenophon believes are the encumbrances
projects on their lands are not just a handout, but that they atbat today impede such reporting.
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| am going to have a great deal of difficulty supporting  Finally, what is so wrong with being required to obtain the
this bill in its current form. The fact is that | cannot, in all necessary authorisation to travel to the APY lands? Itis, after
conscience, support this bill in its current form. | find it all, the land of the communities that make up the APY lands.
somewhat astonishing that the Hon. Nick Xenophon thinkst is their land. As an example, if | go out to the bush,
that he understands what is in the best interest of communpermission needs to be sought from pastoralists to travel on,
ties that make up the APY lands. That he is able to come twhat is in their belief, their land, for very good reasons. The
his conclusion without even bothering to speak with thefact is, that it is respectful, it is also a safety issue, and | am
elders and other community leaders in the APY lands isure that a pastoralist would wish to be asked for me to come
equally astonishing, but mostly, | believe, disrespectful. In hion to his land. | am sure that he or she might be interested in
speech to members in the other place, he advised that he hdm reason for the visit and, indeed, the exact location of
not spoken with any person from the lands to get their viewsvhere | am visiting for safety reasons—just in case some-
on the particular amendment that he proposed. thing goes wrong—and would not be satisfied if | said, ‘It is

| am mindful of the advice provided by the Speaker onin the public interest, that is why | am coming on to this
numerous occasions regarding the behaviour that should f@storalist's land.’ I can find no sound reason to support this
observed in exchanges between and response from this hod in its current form and look forward to the amendment
and the other place. To this end, and despite my dismay at tfigat is going to be moved.

nature of what I find to be an ill-considered and paternalistic ) )

amendment now incorporated into a bill which is aimed at The Hon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher): We have been aware for
lessening the ravages of substance abuse in the APY lan !ong time that there are significant issues to be addressed
inthe Pitjantjatjara lands. As a minister back in 1993 to 1996

I will be measured in my contribution. There is one thing that'' ™" LT
| expect is fact: while the Hon. Nick Xenophon has not! visited that area and | was shocked and quite distressed by

consulted with the very people upon whom he wishes tgvhat | saw. Accompanied by Les Nayda—some members

impose this measure, | bet he has spoken to his friends in tfgight be aware of young Les, or not so young Les now—and
media. other Aboriginal people, we travelled through those lands,

and | saw things which, quite frankly, horrified me. It is a

Debspite_ what f[ue Hc:n. Nick );?nophop ar:jd th Op(g’olstiﬂ.orhifﬁcult issue, and | guess that some would argue that the
:nem ef[s n anto ter F] atce mig astsedr ba” N e”e ' '?lﬁﬂore you keep the activities away from wider public scrutiny
oa %er afln el\);l en hW a r\]/vashass'fr ed by my Cfo ezgue "fie more likely there are to be abuses and so on. At the same
member for Morphett, the shocking Impact of substanCe,q \ve are talking about activities and property which are
abuse was not first revealed recently by a caring media in the, yer the control of the people themselves, so you need to
pursuit of public interest. | also know for a fact that they,5ye 4 degree of balance in regard to that access, the same as
honourable member for Morphett, like me, does not need g, , 4o in relation to private property anywhere else
caring, sharing media to point out these things. The factis - 4, ot 5 pport the amendment proposed by a member in
that the problems will be addressed irrespective of what the nother place in regard to allowing the media to have greater
might d(.)' The fact is that, to the everlasting shame o ccess, and | will not be supporting it. | think that sometime
successive governments, for too long there has been an aCHe n the track the whole issue needs to be worked through
awareness of the tragedy which is substance abuse on t relation to access, and it has to involve the people whose

APY I.and.s e}nd,.quite simply, nothing has been done.. land it is, and not be something that we seek to impose on
This bill is aimed at addressing, as part of a suite ofhem.

initiatives, as | said, the problems and difficulties associated Ultimately, I think that the lands and, more importantly,
with substance abuse. This government is committed to doinge people—and the two are inextricably linked, | know—
something; indeed, everything it can. As | said, this bill is oneneed to have an economic base to support themselves in those
initiative. | believe that it is no longer in a form that | can |ands, otherwise you will always have issues related to
support, and to have this bill scuttled because of an illyelfare, and consumption of illegal and inappropriate
conceived amendment will be to this house’s shame, and Wg,pstances. Thus far we have not seen the development of,
cannot allow this to happen. for example, tourism, and that comes back to the original

I have spoken briefly about the paternalistic nature of thigoint that | made about appropriate access, controls and that
amendment, and there are a couple of points | wish to makgort of thing. Likewise, there have been some attempts at
in conclusion. First, my concern is what constitutes publicraising stock, | think with mixed success, and maybe not a lot
interest. Who determines what is in the public interest? Whaof success. The member for Stuart would know a lot more
checks and balances will be in place to ensure that a membeabout that than | would but there have been some efforts in
of the media who travels to the lands reports on that matteelation to craft activities, batik and so on. However, in my
of public interest? If | heard rightly, the member for Morphett view unless you have an economic basis for existence you are
advised the house that we can trust the media; it is not goingoing to be dependent on welfare, and all of the negative
to do the wrong thing; it is actually going to do what is aspects that can go with that. As we see in other parts of our
expected of it and, of course, we can trust it. | know for a factountry, if a country town does not have an economic base
that the media abides by some form of code of ethics and i#, cannot survive, and it is not kept there just for the sake of
indeed, a group of upstanding and credible professionals
doing an often thankless task. It is quite likely for that to  People would say that the Pitjantjatjara Anangu people
occur, but, the fact is, what guarantees do we have? Whatlifave had a long association with the land but the fact remains
a member of the media believes that reporting on an initiatiothat without a sustainable economic base people cannot live
ceremony was in the public interest? | shudder at the thouglthere. The people do not live in a totally traditional way; you
of what the unintended consequences may be of a wetinly have to look at the amount of canned food that is
meaning journalist's approach to what constitutes publiconsumed. So, we have this paradox of a part Europeanised
interest. culture in a traditional setting, and until we come back and
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address this, with community support, and until aspects dblaming the Aboriginal leaders for mismanagement of the
economic sustainability can be developed, then we are goirignds when, in fact, quite clearly, it was a state government
to keep hearing continually about problems with abuse ofesponsibility, together with the health agencies, the South
substances, and all the other unfortunate activities that aeustralia Police and the child welfare agencies, to deal with
associated with people who do not have an economic basetioose issues. The APY Lands Council is there to deal with
their life. | indicate that | will not support the amendment issues of land use generally and to provide some democratic
moved in another place in relation to allowing the mediagovernance, butitis not there to provide health services, child
more access and, accordingly, | will support the amendmentgelfare or policing directly. The responsibility for all those
being moved by the minister here. serious issues lies squarely at the feet of the government of
the day.

Mr HANNA (Mitchell): I am speaking in supportofthe  When the government formulated the legislation to alter
Pitjantjatjara Land Rights (Regulated Substances) Amendhe governance of the Pit lands, it also formulated the
ment Bill on behalf of the Greens. | have some remarks tgegislation before us now to deal with petrol sniffing and
make about the nature of the legislation, the timing of it, andelated issues. The point | make is that the timing of the
the amendments which were brought into the bill in thelegislation reflects government priorities. | am sorry to say
Legislative Council. First of all, let me say that the principlesthat but, clearly, the priority of the government was to alter
that | am basing my thinking on relate to harm minimisationthe governance, and it also seemed that the government
in respect of substance abuse. That is the cornerstone of theeferred to have a different executive in the AP lands
Green'’s policy in relation to substance abuse. We believe th@lecause, for whatever reason, communication had broken
instead of punishing an individual for the adult choice to usejown with the previous group running itin terms of indigen-
or abuse a drug, that the focus should be on two thingssus democratic governance. | would say that it was not their
firstly, the health of the person, therefore minimising anyfault that communication broke down. They had been asking
harm from misuse of any substance; and, secondly, maintaifer assistance with these services for a long time.
ing existing laws in respect of dealing drugs. So, despite the government’s rhetoric about concern for

In the context of the APY lands, it means that we shouldndigenous people and about drug and substance misuse on
look at individuals sniffing petrol and have as our primarythe lands, what came first (by a good six months) was the
concern not only their health and welfare but also that ofegislation dealing with governance on the lands. That is
those around them. Itis quite clear that, when petrol sniffingegrettable, because this legislation is necessary, and |
results in aggressive or antisocial behaviour, the impact is osupport it. Two types of amendments were moved in the other
the immediate family and the broader community in the APplace, and | can deal very quickly with the one that allows
lands; indeed, the same can be said for areas all around Sowdiftually unlimited media access to the lands.

Australia. This bill is good, because it focuses on substance To me, this is utterly inappropriate. It is as inappropriate
abuse and, as it has come to us from the upper house, thete allowing media to come into your suburban backyard
is an emphasis on assessment and treatment. home and film an interview freely at any time they please. It

| will also say something about the timing of this legisla-is an invasion of privacy; it is disrespectful. We need to
tion, because it reflects the priorities of the Labor governrecognise that, by virtue of legislation and tradition, those
ment. About a year ago, when the issue of the AP lands blevands belong to the APY people; and because of their special
up, the Aboriginal lands committee was travelling to meetconnection with the land, that whole area needs to be treated
with indigenous communities north of Adelaide. The Ministeras their land. There are houses on it, but it is not a matter of
for Aboriginal Affairs and Reconciliation, and the rest of the just respecting the privacy of the backyard of each one of
committee, was as surprised as anyone to Teed\dvertiser  those houses. That is a very non-indigenous, a very European
headlines that highlighted the petrol sniffing crisis, and it wasonception of private property. In fact, there is a sense of
fair to describe it as a crisis. What was surprising was thabwnership of the lands held communally by the people. It is
this issue, which had been developing over many years, hadappropriate for there to be unfettered access to the lands if
come to prominence just at that time. the indigenous people, trustees and custodians of the lands

Of course, the government is extremely media sensitivehoose not to allow that access. | have no compunction
and, as we know from a range of other issues, if it makes th@hatsoever in rejecting that proposition, and therefore | will
front page ofThe Advertiser, and if there is any sense of be supporting the government’s amendment, which effective-
damage to its image, the government will respond with dy takes out the clause that was inserted in the Legislative
counteracting message and money. In this case, why wouldouncil.
there not be damage, when the reality of the AP lands began The other amendment that was moved in the Legislative
to be publicised about a year ago, namely, young peopl€ouncil relates to mandatory referral to assessment services
addicted to petrol, aggressive behaviour among teenagers afud Pitjantjatjara people of or over the age of 14 who have
adults and rampant domestic violence. A whole range obeen sniffing petrol. | do not see how anyone could oppose
antisocial behaviours had been dealt with inadequatelyhat in principle. As | understand it, the chief argument
because there had been no real commitment backed by thgainst it on the part of the government is that there is no
necessary funds to manage the issues from Adelaide and,apropriate facility to which people could be referred; and so
the same time, no commitment to work with the leaders orit is said that there is no point making a law requiring people
the APY lands to solve them. So, there was a lack of respetb be referred to a facility that does not exist. Of course, the
and communication, and there was neglect of issues that weteunter argument which | put forward is that a facility of such
gradually coming to the boil on the lands. a nature needs to be established as soon as possible—and it

However, to its credit, once the crisis became public, thés not outlandish: I am not dreaming this up.
government did respond, and it did so in two ways—withtwo  The Aboriginal Lands Task Force has addressed this issue.
pieces of legislation. It formulated legislation to deal with thel am aware that one of its recommendations—and, of course,
governance on the lands, and we all recall the Deputy Premidhis is subject to the state budget process—for use of money
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is to establish a substance misuse facility, and that would bgermit. It is a nonsense, it is unwise and not in the best
for the assessment, detoxification and treatment of people dnterests of the Aborigines.
the lands with substance misuse problems. It would also be If we allowed a number of South Australian people to go
available to their families. Some thought has already gonand see first hand what is taking place in the AP lands, they
into this, and | am grateful to those officers of the Departmentvould be appalled. | remember taking the member for
of Health who have been working on this. It would have toMorphett and others to the AP lands for the first time. They
be one of the most worthwhile items of expenditure one coulduffered from culture shock. They could not believe when we
imagine in relation to the lands in order to improve some ofgot to Indulkana that we were in South Australia. They were
the social problems to which | have referred. There is nallowed to go there because they have become members of
money budgeted for the project this year—zero to be puparliament. People driving up the Stuart Highway by the
toward it this year, even though the need is pressing—buhousands and going up there by train see the lights, but they
there is $250 000 in terms of a recommended allocation foare not allowed to go there. Why? Are we ashamed? We
next year, and $1 million a year for the three years after thashould be ashamed, no doubt, because the conditions are
It is expensive to build up there and it is a specialisttPPalling. There is no work. By having this closed shop
facility. It will be expensive, but it is absolutely essential if &rangement my constituency has to suffer the social
we are to start fixing the widespread petrol sniffing problemProblems that occur when these people suddenly land in Port
on the lands. | think it would be better to have this mandatonﬁuQUSta- We are now having an argument over it. When itis
referral in legislation now, and that will be a straitjacket of N0t they come down to the sea, get stranded there and cannot
sorts on those who decide how and when the budget is to Kt back and we have all these social problems.
spent, so that they actually do fulfil the promise of the If anyone believes that the next generation of young
legislation. As | said, the principle that | start out with is that APoriginal people will stay on those lands without the same
we should not be punishing the individual for sniffing petrol. SOt f économic opportunities, they are fooling themselves—
We should be punishing individuals for anti-social behavioutt iS @ nonsense. They want the bright lights of Alice Springs,
and particularly violent behaviour—we have to do that. Port Augusta, Ceduna and Port Lincoln. It is just a nonsense.
The more you shut the place down the worse it will be. The
sniffing is to have them treated. It only makes sense t roup of political activists, the Aboriginal machine and other

thi ition in the leqislati hich { dd people who have got in there and got control of the place
approve this proposition in the legislation (which was pu are not acting in the interests of the local Aborigines but have

_for\_/v?rd, as| un?erst?{]d it, by the Hon. {\“Ck Xe”OIF]zhtOF‘) t?geir own political agenda. Political activists include the
INSISt upon a reterral to an assessment service. I 1L1S NQ, 4 qons, the Ushma Scales and all those sort of people—

built, it should be built forthwith. Therefore, | will be oo all about them. | could write a book on them and the
opposing the government amendmgnt which incredibly Seel@ther derelicts you see when you go through there. | could
to take out the clauses that require mandatory referral Qrite a history on them

assessment and treatment services. MsBreuer: You are a disgrace, calling people that.

TheHon. G.M. GUNN: If the member for Giles thinks
TheHon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): The amendments tothe {5t those people—

Pitjantjatjara Lands Right Act are long overdue. However, pMsBreuer: You come in here and name people.
they do not go anywhere near far enough. Itis abouttime we The Hon. G.M. GUNN: And | haven't finished yet. For
were prepared to face the difficulties confronting theihe penefit of the member for Giles, we know that she was
communities in the AP lands and take some effective, strongne of those who went out and criticised the Deputy Premier
and positive steps that will be in the long-term best interestyhen he went there and was obviously appalled and shocked,
of those people. We have 11 per cent of South Australia shyls would be most South Australians, at the conditions, at the
off from the rest of the community. We forbid people t0 goyay women and children are treated and at the lack of
there and allow a group of people to misuse their authority,pnortunity. She was one of those, aided and abetted by one
and to engage in unnecessary and unhelpful practices—agg o others, who wanted to perpetuate that situation, which
who has not beneflted_? Inthe past | spent a lot of time in thak third world standard, which is appalling—no wonder she
part of South Australia and, as you and others indicateds |eaying the chamber. The Deputy Premier was absolutely
Mr Acting Speaker, it is a most attractive part of the state. '?ight and was forced to pull back.
has the potential for great economic benefit to the residents Any comments | have made in relation to the AP lands are
of the AP lands. The only way in which people will gettheir tor only one purpose: | want to see fulfilled the aspirations
fulfilment is to encourage and foster that economic developg,5¢ people like Punch Thompson, Donald Fraser, lvan Baker
ment. It will not be achieved by having a closed shop and no4nq those people had when this legislation originally passed
giving people access. through the parliament. They hoped that this would be the
Itis deplorable that, with few exceptions, the 69 MPs whobeginning of a chance to create equal opportunity and
sit in this place and federal members of parliament are theconomic development for those people, to raise the standard
only ones allowed to go there without a permit. The membeand create opportunities. Go and talk to Donald Fraser now
for Colton in his contribution talked about the road systemand see what he has to say about how disappointed he is in
and compared it with the pastoral areas of South Australighis process. Go and see what has happened to Punch
Unfortunately, he perhaps does not understand. A public roathompson and talk to Danny Colson, one of the few Aborigi-
in the pastoral areas anyone can drive on. If he wants to drivees who has set up his own farm without government
between Nepabunna and Arkaroola to Moomba, he will findassistance.
that all those roads are open to the public. The road between The member for Giles ought to jump up and down about
the Stuart Highway, past Indulkana right through the landsne. Look at the education needs up there. While you have a
to Pitjantjatjara is funded by the taxpayers of Australia, butlosed shop you will not have the progress that ought to be
the taxpayers are not allowed to drive on it without a speciainade. Does the member for Giles think that having people

The primary concern for individuals who are petrol



1720 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Thursday 17 February 2005

living in motor cars, having dogs up there (which is obviouslygetting a few practical people to live on the lands to teach
unhealthy), seeing young people walking around with tingshem how to look after and maintain windmills, you fly the
tied around their neck with wire and sniffing petrol, with expert from Alice Springs. You bring the supplies from Alice
nothing being done, is a good thing? Does she think thaBprings. You build really nice shops and things. You even
seeing burnt out houses and abandoned cars from theve take-away food in Ernabella. There is take-away food
highway through to Pipalyatjara, with a grader going aroundn one corner and petrol sniffing on the other.

them, is a good thing and in the interests of these people? If This parliament has not only a responsibility but also an
she does she is probably the only one in the chamber. Wharbligation to take positive steps to do something about these
people see it they are appalled. problems and rectify the difficulties. They will not be

We have a situation where you could have thousands akctified until there is a change of emphasis, a change of
well-organised tourists going through there. People want tpolicy and people have commonsense and reality. You go up
see the open spaces, want us to have eco-tourism and to skere and there are people who engage in their own political
the traditional lifestyle of the Aborigines: it could be extremism. How foolish these people are!
organised. Mr Hanna: What, capitalism?

Mrs Geraghty: They are not on show. You do notwant  TheHon. G.M. GUNN: That is what is going to happen,
people coming around to your place and watching you havingecause lots of the Aboriginal people want to have sections
a picnic. of the land themselves and, fortunately, that is what is going

TheHon. G.M. GUNN: The Government Whip is a to happen; and the Vice President of the Labor Party is one
good, well-meaning person and | know that she would bef the people pushing it. | know the trendy lefties will be
concerned about these matters. That is not what | said anddbing somersaults down the corridors, but they have lost the
was not my intention. If the honourable member was awareound—and let me tell the house one of the reasons.
and had taken the trouble to sit down with these people and | remember many years ago | was asked to help organise
see what are their aspirations, she would find that they arfer John Howard to open the Underground Motel at Coober
concerned to ensure that the next generation of AborigineBedy, which | was pleased to do, and when he came he
have a chance. wanted to go to the Pitjantjatjara lands to meet the people,

You do not have to take the tourists to where they liveand he went there with the best will in the world. When he
You can by-pass those places. You do not have to take thearrived there, Yami Lester and his girlfriend, and one or two
to Indulkana, Fregon or Pipalyatjara. If you knew anythingothers, organised some agitators from Alice Springs to abuse
about the area you would know that there are plenty of theseim and attack him. It was a very foolish escapade, because
areas which tourists would like to see and they would like thevhat goes around comes around. | will not repeat the
Aborigines to explain the significance. You do not have to.comments John Howard made to me as we left, but | thought
no-one has advocated that. | have been to Pipalyatjara andt was one of the most foolish escapades that one could ever
have been to Umuwa—the mini Canberra, that settlemeninagine. John Howard at that stage was the alternative prime
where those who want to administer the lands live apart fronminister and has now become the Prime Minister—and,
the people in their own surroundings. | have been there whefortunately for this country, the best Prime Minister we have
the Pitjantjatjara community comes to the office and say$iad in generations, and has given great leadership and
they would like to see me and talk to me but they do not wantommonsense to this country.
the white advisers there, because they want to tell me exactly There is mention in the newspaper today about private
what they think. And my attitude is: | have plenty of time to ownership of land. | will tell the house some of the things that
sitin the creek and talk to you. | am not really interested ingo on. Why is it that Yami Lester could get a big lease at
what the advisers have to say, because they are pushing théallatinna? Why is it that someone like Danny Carlson could
own agenda and their own cosy lifestyle. not run a few cattle? Why is it that people like Donald Fraser

I have seen what happens at Pipalyatjara where thiead trouble when they wanted to run cattle? You have the
bulldozer sits on the side of the hill where the chrysoprasstupidity of government funding bodies. They help them buy
mining is taking place. | do not know how often you havethe land but they will not give them any money to buy cattle
been there, Mr Deputy Speaker, but we were told when ther improve the place. There is enough trouble now in areas
Pitjantjatjara Land Rights Act was first passed that you coul@f the Flinders Ranges which are Aboriginal land and the
run approximately 50 000 head of cattle out there, venstate and federal governments are not giving sufficient money
conservatively. Go and talk to the Aboriginal people; ando maintain the fences. That is how foolish the whole
they want to be involved. But no, we have all these charactemsscapade is up there. There is an urgent need, because they
out there—the misfits from around Australia and overseasvant to have enterprises.

You see all sorts of people who cannot run their own |remember being out at Pipalyatjara years ago, and they
countries but they get out there and want to inflict their owrhad a couple of characters out there. | do not know where
peculiar lifestyle onto these people. Some of them gethey got them from. One had a goatee beard and looked like
themselves initiated into tribes and wear red headbands. Whiaenin.

sort of an insult is that to the people? Dr McFetridge interjecting:

Nevertheless, they are getting well paid. The Toyotas are TheHon. G.M. GUNN: Well he did, and he had the same
arriving. Peter Kittle has done well out of it—he has donephilosophy. However, when | said to him, ‘These people are
very well out of it. Go to a meeting at Pipalyatjara and yousaying to me they want to get some cattle out here,’ he said,
will see more Toyotas to the square metre than anywhere el8é&/e couldn’t have any wicked capitalist exercises like that.’

I know. They come from near and far. These people justsaid to him, ‘Well, son, obviously you have a problem and
organise meetings to entertain themselves and divert atteheannot help you but, hopefully, the effluxion of time will.
tion. They are driving around and people are sitting in theNevertheless he has now gone to Queensland and | under-
back of utes and trucks, and they have all sorts of projectstand he has a dairy farm. | wonder how he managed that. It
They fly windmill experts from Alice Springs. Instead of was an interesting suggestion. There were 44 gallon drums
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of chrysoprase that were suddenly put on the truck at MsBREUER (Giles): It is always a pleasure to speak
Pipalyatjara, but they never got to Alice Springs. And | leaveafter the member for Stuart, because it gives me the oppor-

that to members to imagine. tunity to sound sane, to sound normal, to sound intelligent
Mr Hanna: Join the dots. and to sound well balanced. My media coverage in the last
The Hon. G.M. GUNN: Well, you never know. They are few days is very good. As they say, any publicity is good

pretty rough roads up there. publicity when you are a member of parliament, so | am very

MsBreuer: You are an intellectual giant, Gunny. pleased. Because of this_I want to start with _the premise that
The Hon. G.M. GUNN:I would say to the honourable we should allow the media to come into parliament hoqse at
member: why doés she nbt 9o up and advise them? She 2y time Wlthout apass, to be given access anywhere in this

) ’ ce, including the Liberal Party room, the Labor caucus and

?lilnmr? I(cr;%\g%dr\%emﬂ;gta\l’misr?ovrcihérmlzvgn% Illt;.ICetu21I|t| alfnoola/the ladies’ toilets, and be able to wander through the chamber
9 g Y when they feel pleased to do so. | think that is what we

what | am talking about in these practical things. When YObphould be doing here. The media do play an important role
see somewhere like Kenmore Park, which ought to run this place '

123(:0\?"?:?30?'5?28’ 22%%3”5&;‘,@;&Ga;ohsagfneunc%d |rc1)ct)he They report on this place and they should have unrestrict-
past, PP 9 gd access to Parliament House. | can see that the Clerk is

for these people—’ ) looking terribly stunned there and having a panic attack! But
Ms Breuer: He’s running camels now. _ what we are proposing in this legislation is precisely that we
TheHon. G.M. GUNN: There were a lot of wild camels  jiow the media to do that in the Pitjantjatjara lands. People
up there. | do not know if the honourable member knowsind horrendous the thought of the media wandering through
much about her electorate, but T&R Pastoral, who are nowere totally unrestricted, and the people on the lands, the
agisting stock and fixing up the fences and spending monexnangu, are feeling exactly the same about the media
there, is the only reason there are any cattle at Kenmore Pagfgandering through their place unrestricted, without having
They have leased the land out. I actually know the peoplgy have permits and be given permission to come into this
who are doing it and | have some knowledge of this area. 4rea. Again, the member for Stuart demonstrated a fundamen-
would suggest to the honourable member that she not go thegg misunderstanding of Aboriginal issues.
on a hotday or she may melt. But if she has such wisdomin - He happens to have spent a quantity of time in the past on
relation to the Aboriginal problems up there, she has noj\poriginal lands and working with Aboriginal people, but
shown it to us yet. We are waiting with bated breath. quantity does not necessarily mean quality time. However,
We need to solve the problems at Mintabie. The Aborigi-we will leave the member for Stuart alone. There are two
nes want to noodle and want to mine, but the people callingssues that | am very passionate about and | have had the
the shots in Alice Springs do not want them to because, at thepportunity this week to speak on both of them. One is
end of the day, if you empower and enhance the Aboriginalvomen’s issues and the other is the Anangu Pitjantjatjara
communities, the advisers will lose their authority, theirlands. | do feel very passionate about this and am pleased that
influence, their jobs and their opportunity. Itis very sad. Wel can speak on this this afternoon. | am appalled at the
have a chance to use some commonsense, open up the roagisendments that have come down from the other place.
in a sensible fashion and create some economic opportunitiegedia journalists being allowed to enter the lands without a
I am looking forward to the new arrangement wherebypermit if they are investigating a matter of public interest is
Aboriginal families can actually own the land. It will be very too dreadful to contemplate. | have to ask who defines what
challenging and interesting and a great initiative. | lookpublic interest is.
forward to the support of the member for Giles for these The Hon. Nick Xenophon outlined his reasons for this
projects, because she will then see the benefits for thdause on 11 November 2004 when the bill was in the
community instead of holding these people back and allowingommittee stage in the council. From what he said, his actions
these deplorable situations to continue. were based solely on discussions with one or two journalists.
Mrs Geraghty: You didn't do anything about it when you We all know that he does caucus with those journalists. What
were in government, and I've never heard such a— is more to the point, he has not consulted with any Anangu
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The member for about this proposal, nor does his reasoning show any
Torrens. understanding of why the permit system was introduced back
The Hon. G.M. GUNN: Here we go again. They are so in 1981. For 25 years this permit system has been in place.
fixed in their thinking; so negative; looking backwards all theFOr the record, in 1981 the access restriction and permanent
time. They are not progressing. They do not want to imprové&eduirements were included to make sure that people were not
things. They are real socialists: they want to distribute whafvandering around the lands during business—business is a
is there and not create any more. They are so fixed. very important time—and/or entering or photographing

MsBreuer: All Hansard do is change the date on your sacred areas. . .
speeches! The other reason the permits were put in place was to stop

The Hon. G.M. GUNN: The honourable member has not people getting lost in the lands. | have to report that it is very

made a contribution since she has been here: she has O%asy to get lost in those Aboriginal lands. There is no

nposting. The signpost is a car door where a tiny arrow
mouthed off what someone else has prepared for her. will say Umuwa, but there might be four other roads to

Umuwa and it is very difficult to find your way round. Last
year, when the Aboriginal Lands Committee visited the lands,
one of our cars got lost. They were lost for about 22 hours
That the time for moving the adjournment of the house begnd we did not know where they were. They had taken the
extended beyond 5 p.m. wrong road, on the advice of a very prominent member of
Motion carried. that committee; they did not work out where the sun was and

TheHon. J.D.HILL (Minister for Environment and
Conservation): | move:
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they were heading west when they were supposed to ke lands and over the border into the Northern Territory,
heading south. It astounds me that they could have got lostyhich seems to be the consensus in Port Augusta, from what
but they did. We were really quite concerned, because wihe member for Stuart said. | also want to refer to comments
were expecting them at a certain place and they did not rocknade on 21 September by the Hon. Angus Redford in the
up until two hours later. It is very easy to get lost on theother place. He said:
lands. If someone goes there without a permit and wanders \yhat contributed to this parliament’s neglect was the fact that we
around, they can get into serious trouble. were not getting regular reporting from the media as to the human
The Outback areas are very dangerous. | know thatfagedy that was occurring in this area.
because | spend a lot of time there; | spend a lot of timg4e said that we should have known about this and that it was
travelling on those roads. Last year, in particular, | spenthe media that exposed it. Members opposite were in
many hours wandering along those roads. As | mentioned, ?Ebvernment for many years: why did they not know what was
one trip | left Coober Pedy at 7.30 in the morning and arrivechappening up there? | first went there in 1998, and | was
at Oak Valley at 8.30 at night, and | did not see one vehicleypsolutely stunned at what | saw. Members opposite were in
or person in that 13 hours of traVe”ing. Thatis what it is Iikegovernment for years, and they are saying that it took the
in those remote areas. Itis very dangerous. Recently we hafledia to expose last year what was happening there. That is
the very tragic loss of a person who became lost neagisgraceful. They had a minister in government, and they did
Arkaroola. He did not know the conditions or UnderStanCho[ know what was happening up there. Itis just appa”mg
what he should do when he was in trouble, and he lost his g, my first visit to the lands in 1998 | had my first
life. That was very personal for me, because | know hissyperience of seeing a petrol sniffer. | remember seeing a
mother and the family very well, and | was terribly sad toy,ong child about 10 or 11 years old sitting on a wall sniffing
hear that. But, once again, it was a case of someone being Aytan of petrol. | was so upset that | cried, because the child
there and not understanding what they should do. was the same age as my daughter and | thought, ‘This is so
_ During the debate in the council no-one suggested that & vet members opposite are saying that they did not know
similar clause would be inserted into section 18 of the,p,qt this—that it took the media to expose it. We did know
Maralinga Tjarutja Land Rights Act 1984, and the permitapoyt it. We have been talking about it for years. The

requirements and conditions in that act are exactly identicatqrgner’s report was what really brought it to a head. The
to those in the Pitjantjatjara Land Rights Act 1984. It wouldygn  Nick Xenophon said in the other place:

be very interesting if the Hon. Nick Xenophon were to
propose that we make an amendment to the Maralingg,
Tjarutja Act. | would like to hear what Dr Archie Barton . .
would have to say if we proposed that in this place. | wouldVhy was it not made apparent? Because people did not go
imagine that he would have a lot to say—and | can see th@nere_. The previous government did not_hlng about_sortlng out
member opposite smiling; when she was the minister | arf1at issue. It would have known, but it did nothing about
sure she had dealings with Archie Barton and would knowP©ting it out, and I think that is absolutely disgraceful. =
that he can be very persistent if he gets upset. It is interesting | have had discussions with the minister’s office about this
that it has not been mentioned that we stop people frorAmendment (and | certainly hope that minister Roberts, who
obtaining permits to go into that area. The issue of access 6 in hospital at present, recovers very quickly; | was very sad
the APY lands needs to be revisited, but the Anangu must @ hear it). The minister has done a lot of work on this. He
consulted first. and his officers are constantly consulting with the people on
We should, preferably, be looking at the larger issue ofhe lands and, certainly, | hope that he is back on his feet
communication across the lands. It should not be just abouiretty soon. They have been told by the people in the APY
white fellas knowing what is going on up there: it should alsothat they do not agree with this amendment. The people are
be about Anangu having the right to know what is going onnot happy that they were not consulted on this issue. The
down here and communities being able to know what is beinfion. Nick Xenophon has had no contact with them and has
decided at Umuwa, in the middle of their lands. The Abori-not spoken to them at all about this, and that is an absolute
ginal Lands Task Force is currently conducting a review ofisgrace. The people in the lands are saying, ‘We are the ones
the entire Pitjantjatjara Land Rights Act 1981, and part of itsvho know where it is not appropriate for outsiders to go at
brief is to consult with all communities in the APY lands. certain times, because traditional business may be taking
Maybe the issue of access and permits should be referred R¢ace.’ They are very concerned about that. If people are up
the Aboriginal Lands Parliamentary Standing Committee. Wéhere when business is taking place it would be a terrible
have taken a very strong interest in what is happening i#hing for them. Once again, their concern is that there are
those lands, and our first function is to review the operatiogignificant safety issues if people are wandering around
of the Pitjantjatjara Land Rights Act 1981. So, we can reviewvithout anyone knowing where they are.
that act. But it should be done in consultation with Anangu.  The amendment states that journalists should be allowed
The Hon. Nick Xenophon'’s clause undercuts the entirdo go through the lands. What constitutes a journalist? Just
spirit of the original act. When the act was passed in 1981 iabout anyone could say that they were a freelance journalist
was groundbreaking because of the respect and recogniti@md that they were going there to do a story, and they will go
it afforded to Aboriginal people in this country. Certainly, its up there and do a story and sell it. But we do not know who
central tenets should not be chipped away willy-nilly. they are or where they are from, or anything else. What
The member for Stuart commented that this was longonstitutes public interest? Does reporting on initiation
overdue and did not go far enough. Why, when he was theeremonies, on business, constitute public interest? We are
member for that area for so long, was nothing done in thateally setting things up to fail if we let people go in and do
time? He talked about its being a closed shop and that peopleat.
cannot go in there. He said it was unwise and nonsense and | want to talk a little bit more about when ‘business’ is
not allowed. Perhaps his answer is to drive the people out dfappening in the lands. People scoff when they hear the term

Itis a tragedy that should have been made apparent a decade ago,
d it was not made apparent.
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‘business’. | have had quite a bit of experience of being in | would certainly never dare to go into the lands area
those areas when business is happening. When it happemgthout a permit. At the moment, | have a 12-month permit.
they shut down roads, barriers are pulled out and drawn up¥hen those 12 months are up, | will renew that permit once
people are not there, and people stand guard. They have veagain. | ring to say that | am coming if | do go into the lands
very sensitive initiation ceremonies in the whole of centralarea, and | expect all of my staff to do the same. | know that,
Australia. Itis not just the northern area or the lands: it startbecause we are members of parliament, officially we do not
down the Yalata area and works right through to Alicehave to ask permission, but | think it is a major discourtesy
Springs, and the whole area is where business happens. When any MP to go into that area without asking permission.
business is happening you keep out, particularly if you are TheHon. G.M. Gunn: | don't.

women. MsBREUER: | know that there is a member opposite

We are not just talking about a church service in theVh0 has justadmitted that he does not, and that he just heads

middle of the square: we are talking about something that i§- That is a gross discourtesy. | would never go onto his
very, very serious and extensive. | remember that a numbdgmland without his permission. I would ring him up and say
of years ago | was staying with a friend of mine, an Abori-! Was coming. For him to just wander into those lands areas
ginal woman in Alice Springs, and we were going to go whatWithout asking permission, I think, is most inappropriate. As
was at that time her family’s station, Angus Downs, for a few@n MP, 1 would never dream of going in without asking for
days with our children. Her father rang up about half an houf0S€ permits. | always ask permission, and | feel very, very
before we were due to leave, and said, ‘You can't go’, andtrongly about this; it is so inappropriate.

she said, ‘Oh, okay, we won't. He said, ‘Business is on; you ! feel very strongly for the member for Morphett who, |
can't go. You have to wait until | ring you and tell you that think, has a conflict between his own party loyalty and his
you can go.’ So, we sat there for about 10 hours, waiting foP"W" personal feelings and values about this. | have great
the mob who was going to business to go through. | really dideSPect for the member for Morphett. | respect his work on
not understand what was happening, but she just said, ‘W' Abongmal lands committee, and | know that he feels very
can't go. If we go and the men go through, we are in trouble Passionate about these issues as well.  am sure tha_t, while he
So, we stayed in Alice Springs, and that is how serious it wagvould have to support his party—and | would certainly say
Incidentally, this Aboriginal woman friend of mine is an that you should support your party on this—I do feel very
Aboriginal lawyer and she is a qualified teacher, but she stiftrongly for him, and I know he is going to be terribly upset
listened very carefully to what her father said and kept away2P0ut having to vote the way that the party tells him to on this

We certainiy could not go down because business waSsue. However, | do understand. They are not like us; they
happening. are not going to get expelled from the party if they vote that

. . way.
~ Recently, was up in the lands and business was happen- | yant to go back to the issue of the media reporting that
ing on my last visit. The men were all dressed in theirhe things that have happened in the past 12 months would
traditional gear a_nd painted in their traditional paint. | was, ot nave happened if Miles Kemp had not gone up to the
there for a meeting, and we had to be extremely carefujgnqs and reported on this. | think that is not the truth; | do
particularly the women, about where we looked and who We, think that is the case. It certainly was the Coroner's report
talked to, because it is not appropriate for women to talk (¢ really brought this to a head with the government. Much
men during business time. You cannot look or speak 10 & magde of the fact that a journalist was refused entry. | am
whitie’ if you are a woman when business is happening. Aty yre of the exact facts of that, but | do know that the one
the time, | spoke to one of the Anangu women who was at theel when there was a group of journalists up there, one of
meeting and asked her, ‘Why can’t we talk? Why can't Weynem went up there early and created all sorts of problems by
look at these men?” We had to make sure that we lookegl,anqering around the lands and into places that were
away. She just froze and said, ‘I can't talk about it; it's jnaphropriate. | believe she may have been refused permis-
sacred. You just can't; it's sacred; you just can't,’ so | keplgjon ot a [ater date, and that may be the journalist that they are
very quiet after that. Itis very, very serious for these peopley, king about. But, it was a case of inappropriate travel
and | would never dare ask what is happening, because it ig,und the lands, going into areas where they were not really

not appropriate. where they were supposed to be and creating all sorts of
Business really is a serious issue for those people. If yoproblems in that area.
have journalists wandering through the lands, it is not We must respect those Anangu people. They live differ-
appropriate. The issue of sacred places is also one which é&htly from us; in lots of cases they have different values from
very important to me. | would never leave the road when | anours; and they certainly have different lifestyles from ours;
travelling in Aboriginal areas. | would never leave my car andhowever, we must respect those people. | feel so sad when all
just wander. | would never see a nice rock and think, ‘I'll gopeople are labelled. At the moment there are issues in Port
and have a look at that, because it is not appropriate. Som&ugusta. One of the big problems there is that people are all
areas are women’s areas, some are men’s areas, and it is betng put into the same box. Certainly, | acknowledge that
appropriate for me to be going in and wandering into a man’shere are some real issues in Port Augusta and some real
area; it is just not possible. If we are to send journalists ugroublemakers, but we cannot put the whole of the Aboriginal
there, we are going to have them wondering all over theopulation which, | believe, is about a quarter of the popula-
place, photographing these sites which are important tton of Port Augusta, in that one box, and the problem should
Aboriginal people without permission and, once again, we araot be treated accordingly.
upsetting those communities. We are actually snubbing these | think that this amendment, moved by the Hon. Nick
communities, and that is most inappropriate. There are thingéenophon, which allows the media in without permits, is an
that are very important to us. We get terribly upset if anybodyabsolute disgrace. Itis ill-educated, it is misinformed, and it
steps on our patch or does things that are inappropriate fis completely lacking in understanding or appreciation of
our society, and it is exactly the same for these people.  Anangu culture, of Anangu people, and of their rights—it is
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their land. | think that it is disgraceful for any member in this federal members directly out of the office of the Minister for
place to support this, and | feel very strongly about it. | thinkAboriginal Affairs in Canberra, which gave us an edge in
that it is one of the most disgraceful things that this parliaterms of being able to negotiate funds that could help us put
ment would allow to happen if it were to go through, and Iprograms into place.
urge members to vote against that particular amendment.  That task force initiated police presence in February-
March 2002, and a report was eventually put together by that
TheHon. D.C. KOTZ (Newland): | want to make afew group of officers who were given the task of going into the
comments on this bill, and the three amendments that thiands and discovering the problems that we needed to address
Minister for Environment and Conservation willmove tore-in terms of projects, negotiations with the AP people
amend it. Firstly, | will be opposing amendment No. 1 but Ithemselves, and to see what outcomes we could put into place
will be supporting amendments Nos 2 and 3. | will talk aboutthat would turn around some of the living standards and the
the two amendments that | look to support. Looking at thenealth standards that people face in those lands.
provisions in the legislation that relate to these amendments, That report was provided in March 2002, and of course we
in the first instance clause 7 deals with regulated substanggere no longer in government. That report still sits some-
misuse offences and the mandatory referral aspects of clausghere, probably gathering dust, but it certainly has consider-
that relate to assessment service. Secondly, clause 9, whighle information within it and, if there was serious interest by
is Referral to Assessment Treatment Services, and subsequétié Labor government, it could have been picked up and run
provisions, deals with the details of referral for assessmeniyith immediately after the election in 2002. That is three
and assessment of a referred person, etc. years down the track and still very little has been done. Once
I understand that the government will be opposingagain, it was only after seeing crisis after crisis develop in the
(obviously, with its amendments) these two measuresAP lands, after all these indications had been made quite
However, my support for these is really a matter of, in thepublic and quite clear, after the Coroner's report, and after
first instance, my understanding that they are pre-emptiveeaths occurring in 2003 that this government decided that
clauses, because at this point in time there is no treatment firhad better take some action. A considerable amount of
assessment centre located on the AP lands. So, it will mak@oney—$12 million was supposed to go in there—was put
it very difficult for any enactment of this particular portion in the budget to look at a whole series of projects to deal with
of legislation to take place regardless of the great detail thahany of the different issues. We are not talking just one or
has been afforded the clauses that we now see in the amendeg, we are talking about many issues, and | have not got
bill. However, the reason that | will be supporting it is to time to go into them all now.
continue to encourage the Labor government that this is an People in this chamber with any interest in the AP lands
important aspect dealing with health matters on the AP landwill understand what | am talking about when | say that it is
related to petrol sniffing, and all the related health problemgomplex. There are a number of areas where that money
that we see and have seen for a number of years in that aremuld have been used very positively to help create better
The Liberal Party went into the last election with a promiseoutcomes. However, months afterwards, we learnt that the
to build that facility on the lands, and | see no reason why theénoney had not even been distributed or utilised; it had just
Liberal Party would ever change that proposition. become a notional amount of money on a budget paper, and
This government has had some three years to take up thad programs or projects were being implemented at that time
aspect and have that treatment centre built on the lands. It willith the money allocated. It is an issue in which people in
make it exceptionally difficult if this amendment goes this state should take far greater interest. | also say that those
through because, given the notices of referral for assessmenterested in this area will know that is not
that may be issued by a police officer, a young person frona simple matter to deal with; it is complex.
the age of 14 upwards who is charged with an offence under When we talk about the difficulties on the lands, one of
this particular proposition has to be sent to a treatment centrthe problems people do not seem to understand is that the
That means the government would have to start looking apeople we are trying to help are individuals with dignity and
perhaps, Alice Springs, Marree or other places, and whethevith human relevance to all of us. You cannot force any of
or not that is feasible is another question, and it would be athem to do things they do not want to, and | give the example
expense to this government in its own right. | certainly hopeof substance abuse, that is, drug addiction, whether it be
that these particular clauses are passed because | believe thatrol sniffing or anything else. We can send people to
it is necessary for the government to have this in front of itfreatment centres, but we cannot make them take the treat-
given that we have seen three years go by without any actioment. A whole series of complexities needs a portion of
being taken. evolution to take place, and you also need the cooperation of
A lot been made of the fact that this measure has comthe Anangu Pitjantjatjara people themselves. It is no good
about only since a certafdvertiser journalist broughttothe bureaucrats, members of parliament, outsiders, or whiteys,
notice of the public of South Australia that there were soméelieving from time to time that they have the answers to the
terrible circumstances relating to petrol sniffing and othetorrors they see when they visit the AP lands. There is no
substance abuse within the lands, as well as many othemmple answer, but there is hope. There is hope, because the
health problems suffered by Aboriginal people. Of course, wéAnangu Pitjantjatjara people themselves have asked for
know that that is an absolute nonsense because that in effexgsistance. That means that governments, members of
would be rewriting history. In the last months of the Liberal parliament, bureaucracy, health areas and the drug and
government in 2001, as | am sure we all know in thisalcohol and systems can go there with programs that will at
chamber, a petrol sniffing task force was put in place. It waseast have the potential to provide a decent outcome, because
well represented from every government agency which hathe Pitjantjatjara people themselves have said they require
any interest in the related matters and which could have madbat assistance—and that happened in 2001. We were asked
a difference in making sure that projects were put into placéo give them assistance, so all the doors were opened. It is
in the AP lands. It not only included state members but alsmow 2005, and nothing has been done.
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I am quite happy to support the amendments in the billpublic land. It is private land and under private ownership.
because | think that this government has to be seen to beor those reasons, the ownership of this land was not given
doing far more than it has over the past three years. | knowo Aboriginal people on the basis that a group of whiteys
that | spoke initially about the fact that this is pre-emptivesitting in a parliament would suddenly turn around and say,
legislation because, if assessment and treatment are to takdkay, we're going to open up your private property and
place, you need a facility in which it can be undertaken. Wallow all sorts of odd bods access to the lands.’ We as
do not have that facility on the lands. However, | am awaréndividuals in our own right try to protect our own privacy
that task force funded projects have moneys allocated to theend private properties, and we have many systems in place
by this government from 2004-05 through to 2008-09, buthat we could use if someone attempted to take over or enter
what does surprise me is that this government has allocatexir properties.
$3.275 million over five years specifically to build a sub- | believe it is an ill-advised amendment. It should never
stance misuse facility, which is described as ‘a substandeave been inserted, because it does not give any dignity to the
misuse facility providing assessment, detoxification andAboriginal people and the ownership of their land, which the
treatment services to people on the lands with substandatjantjatjara Land Rights Act and all the other acts protected.
misuse problems and their families’. My only problem with This bill denies that dignity. | held the position of Aboriginal
this is that we are talking about 2008-09 before this facilityminister for some 4% years. It was certainly not an easy
is completed. portfolio to manage, but it was one which allowed me to gain

We have heard from many members in this chamber abowt greater understanding of the Aboriginal people both as an
their concerns, and we have heard their cries for assistanaadividual and an Australian citizen. It also assisted me to
for the people on the lands. If this government is serious igrow in a personal way. | am very pleased and proud of the
any way at all about utilising those cries in a very positivetime that | spent as Aboriginal minister, and | believe that |
and beneficial way, the very treatment facility necessary tovas the second longest serving Aboriginal minister in the
help ensure the health and welfare of the people of thhistory of this state. There were many unfinished aspects of
Pitjantjatjara lands, including their children, needs to be builthe job that | would have liked to see carried through, but it
far sooner than 2009. | am quite sure that the $3.275 millionvould be highly incorrect for anyone in this chamber to
could be brought forward, instead of being divided up frominsinuate that nothing was done during that period. A
2005-06, with a miserable quarter of a million dollars to stariconsiderable amount was achieved during that time and |
the facility. If this government wants to make sure that it isbelieve that, on the whole, the Aboriginal people had quite
seen as serious in wanting to help reduce the terrible prota deal of respect for me and would agree with my comments.
lems we have on the lands, that is one area that can be dealt Some of the major problems which we looked at and
with almost immediately. Do not tell me that it takes until which have been discussed today included the lack of
2009 to put onto the lands a detoxification centre that woulémployment, lack of skills, health problems and areas where
help alleviate the very problems we see there now. Do ndburism and trade could be developed. We looked at many
wait until 2009; do something now. | reiterate that that is theother aspects, but | do not have time to talk about them now.
reason | will support leaving these amendments in this bill[However, | also had a further vision and it is one that | will
| doubt that we have the numbers (I think that we can albring to this parliament later in the year. It involves part of
count), and we may not get it through, but | hope that we dothe plan that the Liberal Party put together as its policy going
because this government obviously needs reminding that thisto the last election. It was a $50 million plan (which sounds
as an important part of any discussion about what is happeentirely fantastic and monstrous) over a 10 year period which
ing on the lands in relation to substance abuse. would involve developing infrastructure within the lands and

I will talk now about the first amendment. | have said thatsupporting the people on the lands by improving their
I will oppose this clause, although some of the commentemployment opportunities via developing their skills,
made by the member for Giles make me think that perhapgroviding training for their kids and offering a better
it would be a good idea to leave it in. She said that one of theducation system. It involved improving their living standards
reasons the permit system was first introduced when the billy ensuring that the roadways were as decent as one could
was drafted was that many people were getting lost, so it wgsossibly expect in the 21st century in the metropolitan area,
a means of tracking them. | thought it would be attractive tdet alone on the lands.
leave itin, particularly as it applies to the media, and it might It also involved looking at their water, sewerage and
be a very helpful reason to leave it there. However, on a morgower. | am very pleased about the fact that | managed to
serious note, | note that there are many opinions about thabtain sufficient funding from ATSIC and the state govern-
ownership of land by Aboriginal people. | am not really ment at the time to build the central power station south of
interested in going into all the aspects of those opinionsmuwa. It traverses distribution lines of power some
particularly in relation to the Anangu Pitjantjatjara lands andL70 kilometres and supplies six to eight villages with power.
its status in terms of private ownership. The fact is that wdn the first instance it created not only a better lifestyle for the
have laws in the state at the moment which, in their wisdonpeople but also a healthier environment, considering that we
(and | say it was wisdom), go back to the Tonkin years whetad diesel generators on most of the areas on the lands that
this land was given to the Aboriginal people under theirwould need to be replaced in years to come as well.
ownership in their own right. There is also the issue of water, which | hope this

We have heard several contributors to this debate talgovernment is looking at as well. The amount of potable
about private property and the media already having a greatater on the lands is very questionable. A huge amount of
deal of access to areas, and that some of us would questiarork has to be done to ensure that water is available for
their right to that access and their interpretation of publigpeople as the population grows. Although the population was
interest. | certainly support the fact that this is private landstatic for some years, it has continued to grow over the last
it is owned by the Anangu Pitjantjatjara people. It is not anfew years. All these things are exceedingly important. The
area of the state which is under crown ownership or which ikabor government cannot sit back and continue to say that



1726 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Thursday 17 February 2005

these problems have been there for years and nothing haspporting at least one of the amendments in relation to the
been done about them. Many things were on the way anchovement of members of the news media on to the AP lands.
many more things could have been done. It is now in theiGiven the time, | will not go into any long discussion on the
hands to do it. If they cannot build the assessment facility fomerits of matters that have been discussed as they have been
their program within the next year or two, then they need tacanvassed well by members on both sides, but | will briefly

ask where they do stand on this important issue. put on the record the government’s views on the two
. . . . amendments.
Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop): Noting the time, | will be In relation to the matters that the Hon. Nick Xenophon

as brief as possible, but | do not want to miss the opportunitfrom another place raised and moved in another place,
to make a few comments about the clause in this bill thahamely, clauses 7 and 9, and the issue of regulated substance
would allow access to the lands by representatives of newsiisuse offences and the mandatory referral to assessment
media outlets. | had the opportunity to visit the lands a couplgervices, the government is not opposed to this policy. It is,
of years ago with the member for Stuart, who has a gootlowever, opposed to the amendment for two reasons, the first
first-hand knowledge of the lands and many of the peopléeing a practical one. The facility on the land that would be
who reside therein. I heard his contribution earlier in whichused for such a purpose has not yet been built, although |
he mentioned that a group of us visited the lands and thainderstand that capital has been approved and a recurrent
some of us who had not been there before were horrified byudget has also been approved. It is the government’s
what we saw. | was; | was both deeply moved and incrediblyntention to construct such a facility, and | understand we are
horrified, and as a member of this parliament | felt a certainn consultation with the owners of the land about where and
amount of guilt and shame at what is occurring and willhow it should operate. Itis a practical thing. You cannot have
continue to occur on those lands. a measure in the legislation if you cannot implement it.

| believe that the only way in which the public of South  The second point is more substantial and philosophical.
Australia and, indeed, Australia will bring enough political The measures in the bill as the government moved it have
pressure to bear to bring about the sort of changes which ateen discussed with the traditional owners, who have
absolutely necessary to ensure that not only the Aboriginapproved the measures we are putting. The proposition the
people living on these lands but across this country are abldon. Nick Xenophon included was not discussed with the
to have any future at all (and a future to which they can aspir&P people and may not necessarily have their approval. The
and to which they can look forward) is if they gain know- government is in the process of consulting with the people
ledge about what is happening on the lands through our meditbout a review of the legislation, and we will be putting to
outlets. them this particular proposition. | hope it will eventually be

There would be barely a person living in this state whoagreed to and legislation will come forward at a future time
would not be moved and upset if they visited the lands antb pick up this important measure.
saw the conditions under which the inhabitants live. There In relation to the other matter raised by the Hon. Nick
will always be arguments about what we should or should naXenophon about the news media entering the lands, | indicate
do to help the Aboriginal people of the Anangu Pitjantjatjarathe government’s absolute opposition to this proposition. It
lands to preserve their culture. | with my own eyes and in myis very bad policy. | am very surprised that the Hon. Nick
own heart do not believe that much of their culture is left. IXenophon promoted this policy and proposed this legislation.
do not believe there is any hope of survival of what wouldit would seem that he has not thought about this deeply and
have been the culture that those people would have had gertainly has not consulted with the Aboriginal people on this
previous years. Speaking to some of the inhabitants aneheasure. Putting aside issues about whether it is appropriate
elders, | put that question to them: how long do we have lefto take away from the AP people their rights to exclude media
before any vestiges of their culture are lost in the sands afutlets from their land, and taking away all issues to do with
history in that area? | was not surprised by the answers | g&tboriginal people, the Hon. Nick Xenophon with this
that we have very few years. measure is creating a precedent that the media can enter onto

There are very few people left on those lands who have afieeholded land when they choose, to do what they want, as
understanding of the original culture and lifestyle of thosdong as they can justify it as public policy. That means that
people. The young people, for a whole range of reasons, haeay farmer’s land in South Australia could be open and
turned their back on their own culture. The collision betweerexposed to the same sort of treatment.
their culture and western culture has meant that there is no | find it extraordinary that the great defender of the rights
going back, and | do not think that young people in thoseof private landholders in this place, the member for Stuart,
lands, given a free choice, would want to go back anywaycame in and supported the Hon. Nick Xenophon. He is
We will continue to throw many millions of dollars into that arguing for a legal trespass on freeholded title by members
area and not benefit the people they are directed at, unless themedia outlets. That is clearly wrong in policy terms.
public of South Australia know what is going on in those Nobody who has freehold land should be exposed to that kind
lands, and that will only happen if we give unfettered accessf treatment by the media at its will. If you do not want media
to the news media. | will conclude my remarks and commenadoming on to your property you should be able to say so. If

the bill as presented to the house. you do not want any unauthorised entry on to your property
Mrs Geraghty interjecting: you should have the right to exclude those people, and other
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Snelling): Order! members of this place have put that very well indeed. Itis an

offence to the traditional owners of the land to have media
TheHon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Environment and  outlet representatives coming on to their lands, as the member
Conservation): In closing the debate | thank all members for Giles said, at inappropriate times when business is being
who have contributed to the discussion in this place. | thankerformed, and entering parts of the land where there are
members on my side for supporting the amendments | aimportant sites. Then there is the whole general issue about
moving. | also acknowledge that the member for Newland ipublic safety of people entering the lands without telling
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anyone what they are doing. But | guess if they were to ddacility. We are now working with them about where it will
that, as the member for Newland said, in some cases lte situated, and that is taking some time. A lot of consulta-
probably would not be a great loss. tion, discussion and so on needs to take place. The second
In light of the time, | commend the amendments to thessue is how that facility is used, and we want to work with
house. This is a very important bill which is trying to do a them to work out what the rules will be for using that facility.
serious thing about drug abuse on the Pitjantjatjara lands. W&hat the Hon. Nick Xenophon is suggesting in his amend-
should not get confused with other issues. We should just genents is a good idea, and | think that would be the view of
to the facts of this bill and pass it speedily through parliamenthe government. As the member for Newland put it, rather

tonight. than a group of ‘whities’ sitting here on North Terrace
Bill read a second time. imposing that concept on them, we want to work through it
In committee. with them so that we can get their agreement and consent so
Clauses 1 to 4 passed. that it is not seen as something that is imposed from outside
Clause 5. the community. The sensitivities in this are very important,

TheHon. J.D. HILL: | oppose clause 5. The argumentsand we want to do it appropriately. So, while | recognise the
have already been put. Itis totally wrong for this measure ténerit of the proposition, we do not accept it at this stage. |
be introduced, and | would hope the house will support méndicate that we want to work with the community to get to
in that. an agreement about how this should be done.

Dr McFETRIDGE: | indicate that the opposition Mr HANNA: | note that the government has already

supports clause 5 as it is in the bill presented by the uppeionsulted with the community up there about the building of
house, and | understand that the upper house feels Ve%,substar_]ce misuse facility, and that is good news. In respect
strongly about this. of the legislative framework and the notion that petrol sniffers

Clause negatived. might be t.aken thgre, V\_/hether or not they want to go, | agree
Clause 6 passed. that thatlls a serious issue. However, | bear in mind two
Clause 7. things. First, the current practice and, secondly, what | have
The Hon. J.D. HILL: | move: heard from people up there. The way in which things are done
R ’ T at the moment is that the police turn a blind eye to petrol
Pagg :I” "”eﬁ 17 té’ 40 ‘T]”d p"?.ge 4lines 1 to 21— sniffing, because it is just so rampant—every police officer
. elete allwords In these lines ] could probably spend 24 hours a day trying to track down
This amendment removes the words that were put in place byetrol sniffing to stamp it out, and that will not happen and
the upper house in relation to mandatory referral. As | havg does not happen now. Secondly, frequently petrol sniffing
already said, we are not opposgd to this in P”nC|p|e bUt Wéappens at night, and it is very difficult to catch people in the
want to negotiate and discuss this properly with the traditionact. So, even if there is a telephone call and the police are one
al owners so that when it does come back here we know Wgr two hours away, when they arrive it is obviously very dark.
have the consent of the community upon whom this measurgrying to catch people who then tear off somewhere, either
will be imposed. on foot or in a vehicle, is not easy. Thirdly, at the moment,
Dr McFETRIDGE: | indicate that the opposition opposes even if the police do catch people, putting people in cells is
the government's amendments and supports the bill as is. TR mething that no-one wants, and it is not exactly the best
reason is that the mandatory reporting of child abuse is ifreatment.
place. You do not need to leave young people in a situation |y terms of what | have heard from people up there, having
where the abuse can be continued. But, more importantly, Wsyiefly visited the lands, first, there is a very strong feeling
will not be sending them away if the government gets off itsthat something needs to be done and that some treatment
backside and spends the $3.275 million that has beefeeds to be provided to people and, secondly, there is also a
allocated for a sqbstance misuse facility. Thls _needs to b§trong feeling that locking people in a gaol cell is not the
done, and I know it has strong support both in this place angnswer. So, the logic is very clear to me that something needs
inthe upper house. The facility obviously has been consultegh he done. That means forcing people to have some sort of
on, because it has 2004-05 on it, and 2005-06. So it has be@iatment, and a prison cell is not the appropriate place to do
discussed and talked about. Let us just get on with it. it. The minister argues that this should not be done without
TheHon. J.D. HILL: | point out to the house that the the entire consultation process and that is certainly a respect-
facility has been discussed with the traditional owners but nogpje argument: | do not dismiss it lightly. My conscience is
the legislative framework that has been placed in this billglear in supporting it, based on my conversations with people
The money has been committed, as | have already said, ag@ the Jands.
we are waiting until we can get an agreement with the  Amendment carried; clause as amended passed.
community about where it will be placed. It is not the  cjayse 8 passed.
government that is stopping this from happening. I am not ~jguse 9.

trying to blame anyone. We have to go through the proper e yon 3p. HILL: | oppose clause 9. This is conse-

process of consultation with the community, and sometimeg o ial on the amendment that has already been passed
that takes time. | hope the committee understands that we ehendment no. 2 '

working on this as swiftly as we can. .
Dr McFETRIDGE: Can the minigter a_dvise Whgther that %?;ZZ::S;“VM'
will be along the same I|ne§ as provided in the act in relation Bill reported with amendments.
to mandatory referral, or will it be a voluntary system? The Hon. J.D. HILL: 1 move:
TheHon. J.D. HILL: What | am saying is that there are oo ' o

two issues. The first issue is the facility itself and, secondly, That this bill be now read a third time.

it is how the facility is used. As | understand it, we have anl thank the house for supporting the government’'s amend-
agreement with the traditional owners that there will be anents. It establishes the proper balance that was originally
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intended by the government. | take this opportunity of thank- TheHon. J.D. Hill: No, the advisers.
ing all the advisers for their assistance, as well as Parliamen- TheHon. D.C. KOTZ: The minister needs to be very
tary Counsel. specific: advisers or contributors. We are the contributors in
TheHon. D.C. KOTZ: | want to make one comment, and this parliament. | think | have made the point.
| am afraid it is in contradiction to the minister's last com- TheHon. J.D. HILL: Let me make it plain: | was not
ments. | think it is quite obvious that the opposition was nothanking the Liberal Party.
supporting two of those amendments, and that has been madeBill read a third time.
quite clear. If the minister is thanking us for support for that,
| want to— ADJOURNMENT
Members interjecting:
TheHon.D.C.KOTZ: | thought you said ‘the At 558 p.m. the house adjourned until Monday
contributors’. 28 February at 2 p.m.



