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of marking the day in such a similar way. | have to say from
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY a personal perspective that | think it would be far more

. appropriate than celebrating a horse race and having a long
Thursday 14 April 2005 weekend on the Adelaide Cup weekend. However, | go to
. matters of more importance.
10 ggeasn?Eeﬁ‘]lé EsaéH(r);e?éB. Such) took the chair at Some question the need for International Women’s Day
) o prayers. when one takes into account the progress we have made.

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY Some, in fact, have the cheek to argue that women have
gained the right to vote over 100 years and the progress we
MrsHALL (Morialta): | move: have made is surely proof enough that we have achieved what

) . ionave want to achieve. However, it would be folly to have that
That this house acknowledges the importance of International. ~ " o .
Women's Day 2005, held on Tuesday 8th March, and notes it¥/€W: there is still so much work to be done. On International

significance in— Women’s Day this year, Linda Matthews, our Equal Oppor-
(a) recognising the achievements of women and their contributunity Commissioner, presented a range of points that
tion to the community; and demonstrate the need for an ongoing commitment to women’s

(b) furthering the objective of improving the status of women g ;ag
th hout th Id. ’ .
) rotignolrt the wor i i TheHon. G.M. Gunn: What about men’s issues?
It gives me great pleasure to move this motion today, nrsHALL: | will come to the men. Primarily, she asked:
acknowledging the importance of International Women's Day, 1,

. : at do women across the world want in 2005? That is, of
and recognising the achievements of women throughout thg, ,se 'the crucial question, because for women around the

world and their contribution. The Hon. Joyce Steele, who agjope there is a multitude of issues that are very much part of
we know was the first woman member in this place, oncgt, anq they vary dramatically. But, as Linda said:

said: : . )
In some countries the debate is on work life balance. In other

Although | am not a feminist, | am certainly in favour of women parts of the world women are still fighting for the right to vote.
taking their proper place in the community based on their ability to ) .
do a job. She makes the pertinent point that we cannot lump all women

| believe those words are fitting as we recognise this annu;%?gether and assume they are concerned about the same thing,
ecause they just are not.

occasion on which women’s ongoing contribution to the .
going | say to the member for Stuart, because | know he is

community is celebrated. International Women'’s Day is not

just a call for equality in society but also a reflection on the?!Ways carrying on about the rights of men, that he ought to

notion that women achieve and contribute on their merits. [f6&d Some of the words of Linda Matthews, because she says

is also an opportunity to reflect on the challenges still facedtt the end of this article (and the member for Stuart might
in the international and domestic environment. take it up as a challenge) to those who constantly talk about
The first International Women’s Day was held on the plans that are needed for men:
19 March 1911 in Germany, Austria, Denmark and a number_ To those who ask why there is not an international day for men,
of other European nations. The significance of 19 March wad0n't ask me. 'm very happy for the blokes to organise their own.
born out of an unfulfilled promise made in 1848 by a Prussiaf\nd hear, hear!
king. Faced with an armed uprising, he promised a range of The remaining challenges that women face in Australia are
reforms. The only one to remain unfulfilled was the grantingvery diverse. Domestic violence continues to act as a scourge
of voting rights to women. So, on the first Internationalin our community. Figures appearing in the statistical profile
Women’s Day in 1911, one million leaflets were distributedof women in South Australia paint a very disturbing picture,
calling for action on the unfulfilled promise. and | doubt that there would be one member in this chamber
The time of that first International Women'’s Day was onewho would not share the serious concerns.
of great turbulence. It was the turn of the 20th century. Women are the victims of 88 per cent of all sexual assault
Women in industrially developing nations were entering theoffences recorded by police; 80 per cent of all indecent
paid work force in a climate of poor working conditions and assault offences; 78.5 per cent of unlawful sexual intercourse
poor wages. Trade unions developed and industrial disputedfences; 88 per cent of physical assault offences; and 97 per
began to occur. The day accordingly took on a tradition otent of sexual assaults perpetrated on family members. More
protest and activism, and we then saw the women’s movahan 85 per cent of sexual harassment complaints and
ment which was so active and successful through the 196@squiries to the South Australian Equal Opportunity Commis-
and 1970s, and it is now recognised as and has evolved ingion are lodged by women.
a more specific and appropriate vein of celebration for the Then there are the tragedies affecting our indigenous
challenges that still face us all in the 21st century. community. They continue to suffer the most horrendous
In South Australia, of course, we have particular andreatment at the hands of men (often close family relatives),
special cause for celebration on issues regarding the statusaid it is an issue that warrants a vastly improved response
women. We were the first state, as we all know, to grant thérom the governance of our country. In many cases, the
right to vote in 1894, and we were the first in the westerrleadership of Aboriginal communities has a family violence
democracy to give women the right to stand for parliamentstrategy in place, but, clearly, they need support to get better
It is pretty interesting to look at the web site to see theresults. We seem to be stuck in the unfortunate rut of fearing
material that has been prepared on International Womenaccusations of racial insensitivity should we take action
Day, because in many countries throughout the worldgainstthe unspeakable treatmentinflicted upon some young
International Women’s Day is celebrated as a nationahnd older indigenous women. Members of this house would
holiday. Considering that we created history in Southno doubt be aware of grave issues of substance abuse,
Australia in terms of women'’s franchise etc., perhaps it isviolence, rape and incest among sections of our indigenous
unusual that this house has never considered the possibiligpmmunities. Empowerment and well-resourced support for
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the strong and dedicated women elders must surely be partcasions, Pru has suggested that we need to move beyond
of the long-term solutions involving violence within some the perception that balancing work and family is largely a
indigenous communities. woman'’s concern. Studies of the University of New South
We cannot and must not allow this to continue under thé&Vales’ Social Policy Research Centre have found that women
pretence that it is all part of some cultural disposition. Thedid much more domestic work than men, and this intensified
fact is that this environment is simply unacceptable for anyonce the children started arriving.
female child and teenager or adult woman; and, equally, itis | hope that this inquiry will, among other objectives, seek
unacceptable for the men living in our country in 2005. It isto extend the dialogue beyond household chores and examine
a betrayal of so much that Australians hold dear. From thgbb flexibility, seeking reasons and solutions as to why so few
issue, | would like to touch on another challenge about whicmen take up the offer to work part time. Nationally, we know
| cannot believe we are still talking in 2005, namely, womenthat the scene for women is far more challenging in many
operating in the professional world. ways than for those of us in Australia. | refer in passing to
It must pain those very active feminists of the 1960s andnany women in the Muslim world and some of the challen-
1970s who achieved so much in impressive gains for womeges they face, which are so different and contrast in such a
across our community to see that these problems still existiramatic way to what is predominantly a Christian Australia.
but they know and we understand that the glass ceiling stilfhey sure pale into comparison.
remains. Again, the statistics tell the story. Only 27 per cent | cannot believe that, in this day and age, in some nations
of managers and administrators of private companies arge still permit stoning to death for adultery. In some nations,
women. Women make up only 53 per cent of professionalf a female is raped we need four male witnesses to the rape,
in private companies. They hold but 10 per cent of executivetherwise the female is considered guilty or engaging in
management positions in Australia’s top 200, and only 47 peillegal fornication. There are still the issues of female genital
cent of Australian companies have at least one woman in amutilation and arranged marriages, clothing requirements that
executive management position. need to be adhered to in public and the horrendous issue of
Women hold a meagre 5 per cent of line positions; theyrafficking in women and children and sex slavery. | mention
hold an even slimmer 3.2 per cent of the highest executivehese few international issues and | urge members to read an
management titles, and over half of Australian companiearticle published ifThe Australian on 8 March headed ‘The
have no women executive managers at all. | think that isisters they ignore’. It talks about the challenges facing the
would be a brave person in the year 2005 who would say thagestern feminists of today and some of the issues we ought
women cannot win these positions on merit, because th® get involved in. It makes some interesting comparisons
figures that | have just recorded are all the more disappointingbout many of the achievements and gains made in previous
when one considers that 55 per cent of all graduates aifecades.
women. Therefore, the talent, knowledge, experience and | recall speaking on this subject some five or six years ago
qualifications are all there. However, as yet, they have naind on that occasion | quoted Rebecca West who had said in
been enough to break through the barriers and glass ceiling13, ‘I only know that people call me a feminist whenever
that are still permitted to operate in our community. | express sentiments that differentiate me from a door mat.
Indeed, in some respects, it is a poor reflection on oupany women will still cop and enjoy being called a feminist
society that, in 2005, we are still aiming to address women's it means extolling a similar view. While sitting on the left
issues in the professional environment. | sincerely hope thagf the Speaker’s chair can be a horrible experience for a
one day, we will get through a whole session of parliameniember of parliament, what often gives me strength is
without having to use such appalling and disgracefulstatisticr@oking up to the portrait of the Hon. Joyce Steele and
as they affect women. thinking of the work that women such as she have done to
The Hon. M.J. Atkinson interjecting: enable the pioneering spirit of so many of our early feminists
MrsHALL: The Attorney ought to look at the statistical and activists in our state to bring us as far as we have come.
profile of women in South Australia and see how much more  Time expired.

needs to be done.

The Hon. M.J. Atkinson interjecting: Ms THOMPSON secured the adjournment of the debate.
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Morialta will
ignore interjections; and, if he wants to contribute to the ENERGY MANAGEMENT PROGRAM

debate, the Attorney ought to do so.

MrsHALL: Yes; make a contribution. | think thatthese ~ Mr O’BRIEN (Napier): | move:
figures illustrate the need for continued efforts and they That this house supports the initiative of the University of South
defeat the argument from any of those brave males who sajustralia, the South Australia government, Business SA and Energy
that we no longer need an International Women'’s Day. If theypA on the introduction of the graduate certificate program in energy
want to organise their international men’s day, go right aheaff'anagement.
and do it. Stop talking about it. Many issues remain. | havelhe establishment of an energy management program at
mentioned a couple, but one issue, | suspect, will be thgraduate certificate level will have a beneficial impact on the
subject of national debate, namely, the need for balanceurrent problems facing our energy supply. | will start by

between work and family. highlighting some of the issues South Australia faces in
The Hon. M.J. Atkinson interjecting: relation to energy.
The SPEAKER: Order! The Attorney will be warned in The privatisation of ETSA by the previous liberal

a minute. government has brought much hardship for South Australians

MrsHALL: | am sure that we have all read the manyby dramatically increasing the cost of power. In 2003
statements of the commonwealth Sex Discriminatiorconsumers faced a 30 per cent increase in their electricity
Commissioner, Pru Goward, when she launched the inquirgill—an average of $218 a year as a direct result of privati-
into Men, Women, Work and Family. On a number of sation. This increase in the cost of power has hurt low income
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earners the hardest. In 2003 nearly 20 per cent of peopleotential. Other benefits that arise from the implementation
seeking assistance from welfare agencies did so primamgyf demand side efficiency measures include job creation—
because of high electricity bills, and over 80 per cent of alland this came as a bit of surprise to me when | was searching
welfare clients had their financial problems compounded byhis particular program. The benefits of energy efficient
these high power bills. The effect that high electricity pricesmeasures are not only limited to cost savings, but implement-
can have on low income earners has been identified as fuielg energy efficient measures also has a positive impact on
poverty in the UK. The use of the term ‘fuel poverty’ job creation. This is because compared with the supply of
correctly identifies the negative effect that costly power hagnergy, energy efficiency has been shown to be a new
on the health and quality of life of low income earners. Souttgenerator of employment. Therefore the implementation of
Australia also has also the most peaky demand profile of angnergy efficiency measures can result in the desirable
Australian state. The need to supply large quantities obutcome of increased employment and decreased production
electricity for very short periods of time, largely to meet costs—very rarely ever achieved in tandem. This is because
summer air-conditioning requirements, is leading to ara saving on energy costs gained from the employment of an
unsustainable investment in peaking generation that will leadffective energy manager, often exceed the cost of hiring the
that increasingly higher energy costs for South Australiarenergy manager. Consequently, research suggests that if
consumers. South Australia achieves a 20 per cent energy efficiency
For example, one third of the state’s existing generatindevel, between 850 and 2 700 net jobs could be created. From
capacity operates for 5 per cent of the year or less. Demarah environmental perspective, energy efficient measures are
side management is a rational means by which we caa cost effective mechanism to deliver significant greenhouse
alleviate the current problems facing our power supplyreductions, and the management of peak demand can also be
Demand side management is the planning and implementeeduced on generating plants with high emissions.
tion of strategies designed to encourage consumers to If South Australia is to meet its greenhouse targets, then
improve energy efficiency, reduce energy costs, change trenergy efficient measures will need to take a key role
time of usage or promote the use of a different energy sourcalongside the deployment of renewable energy projects. The
Thus demand side measures comprise actions taken by teavironmental gains achieved from the utilisation of energy
power industry players, business and the community to altefficient practices are overwhelmingly high. For example, it
or reduce the level or pattern of energy consumption ins believed that energy efficient savings have the potential to
response to supply costs and environmental drivers or otheeduce the state greenhouse gas emissions by over 1.5 million
policies. tonnes per annum, or around 5 per cent of 1999 emissions.
A major part of demand side management is the impleThe benefits that can be achieved through harnessing demand
mentation of energy efficient measures, which can deliveside management measures illustrate why this house should
substantial cost savings to business and the communityive its full support to the implementation of the energy
through the reduced use of energy. Demand side managemembgram to be introduced shortly by the University of South
is therefore a preferable alternative to the supply led apAustralia.
proach, which is recognised as inefficient, costly to consum- | will now briefly discuss the various elements of the
ers and damaging to the environment. The supply sidprogram’s content. In the last state budget, the Minister for
approach is the building of further generating capacity.  Energy was allocated $450 000 to develop an industry sector
The South Australian government’s energy efficiencydemand side management project over three years. This was
program for low income householders is a tangible exampleet to commence with an allocation of $50 000 in 2004-2005.
of a successful energy efficiency measure that has beelmeeting to design the program was originally held with the
undertaken in the residential sector. The proposed enerdyngineering Employers Association and Business SA in
management program is the corollary to that being done iBeptember 2004. The actual meeting produced a number of
the residential sector, particularly for low income earners. lvery favourable outcomes, which were deemed to be
will be conducted at the University of South Australia, consistent with the national framework for energy efficiency.
picking up on a number of the lessons learned in the energyhis then led Energy SA to convene a meeting with Business
efficiency program for low income households. The potentiaSA and the University of SA to investigate whether funds
savings that could derive from implementing demand sideould be used to develop a new study program in energy
management policies are estimated to be extremely higimanagement, which could act as a formal training opportuni-
Based on a range of overseas and national studies, tty for demand management. The University of South
potential for cost effective energy efficiency in South Australia suggested the development of a graduate certificate
Australia has been estimated to be 20 per cent over a 20 yerogram that could fit into the overall Masters in Technology
period. If South Australia achieves this cost effectiveManagement program, which is already offered in South
potential, the estimated annual cost saving could be arountlustralia and offshore.
$425 million a year for South Australian business. A 20 per All organisations agreed to work together, and | think that
cent cost saving potential can be regarded as highly consenidis a great collaborative effort, and bears testimony to what
tive. For example, the UK government in its 2002 energycan be achieved in bringing both business, education, and
review identified the cost effective potential for energygovernment together to forge alliances and develop new
efficiency at around 30 per cent, with potential financialprograms, and this works very much off what has been
benefits to consumers of around £12 billion. achieved in Austin, Texas, with their triumvirate approach.
Thus, the potential for an even greater saving than thall organisations agreed to work together to define what the
20 per cent forecast is a real possibility, especially given thaturriculum should be and to undertake the market research
South Australia has implemented fewer energy efficienthat would be necessary to justify the development of a new
measures than any other comparable states in other natiossudy program. This was done on the basis that if there were
The creation of an energy management program will greatlyo be sufficient demand for the program Energy SA would
facilitate the state in achieving this energy efficiencyprovide the funds for each development, University of South
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Australia would develop the program and Business SA wouldortunate to sit in a parliament where the government of
recommend the program to its members. In order to deteSouth Australia has sufficient resources and funds to carry
mine the demand for the program, University of Southout the basic necessities that the people need and deserve.
Australia’s Sustainable Energy Centre, in collaboration with/Vhen the Liberal Party came to government, following the
Energy SA and Business SA, launched a detailed survey idisastrous Bannon years, that was not the situation.
December 2004. Without getting into too much detail, the TheHon. M.J. Atkinson: Don’t forget the Arnold years.
level of response was sufficient for further work to proceed TheHon. G.M. GUNN: We can add those too. | do not
on the development of the program. actually blame Lynn Arnold for that demise. He was the one
The positive results also indicated that there was sufficientvho had to carry the can. In relation to the situation we had
demand for the program, with estimated levels of attendancat that time, you had a massive government overdraft. The
rising from 15 in 2005 to 25 in 2007. The outcome of thiseconomy had been run down. We had the collapse of the
process has been the Graduate Certificate in Energy Manadgtate Bank. We owned a white elephant of the building at 333
ment, which is designed to prepare practitioners with the cor€ollins Street and other white elephants overseas that were
principles and practices of contemporary energy managef no value to the people of South Australia, and, therefore,
ment. For individuals who currently act as energy managernge had to take some steps to reduce the overdraft and get the
in industry, or for those who aspire to become energyconomy going. If the honourable member thinks it was an
managers in the future. This is a whole new domain ofasy decision to be involved in the privatisation of our
management and | am fairly proud of the fact that Souttelectrical undertakings, | have another opinion. | represent an
Australia is at the fore in Australia in introducing young electorate that had a power station and a coal mine. The great
people to what will be over coming decades a vital part ofproblem we faced was whether we were going to leave the
management. state in debt to the tune of nearly $10 000 million or whether
The Graduate Certificate in Engineering (Energy Managewe were going to take some positive steps.
ment) comprises four core courses with a total of 18 units. | There was one other problem. The public infrastructure in
am not going to go through the content of the 18 unitsthe electricity industry had been drastically run down.
Suffice to say that on completing the course we will haveGovernments had used ETSA as a milking cow to drag out
created what we could quite correctly define as energpf it huge quantities of money that should have been reinvest-
managers, who will be given the skills to implement optimaled in the infrastructure. Just look at the condition of the
demand side measures within their businesses, enabling &ilway line between Leigh Creek and Port Augusta. The old
increase in the efficiency of South Australia’s energy supplypower station in Port Augusta had been mothballed and we
The advantages gained from employing energy managers\gere told nothing could happen to it. Look what has hap-
evident from the research which reveals that companies thaened today—$160 million has been invested in that power
have previously not applied energy efficiency strategies castation and now it is going to come on as a baseload power
save 10 per cent in the first year of implementation of a soundtation. The money that was invested at that power station has
energy management plan. | believe that 10 per cent is a vegone great things for the people of Port Augusta; it employed
significant cost saving in the running of industries, particularpeople, but that is not the end of it. Look what happened at
ly those in the auto and advanced manufacturing sectorslallett. A peaking plant at a cost of some $60 million to
because of their high electricity usage. $70 million was built there. It was built adjacent to the gas
Ultimately, it may lead to giving this state a fairly pipeline so thatit could utilise both diesel and gas: when we
sustainable, competitive cost advantage. Therefore, thgave periods of peak demand, it could be brought online
energy managers that this program will create will have apecause, at the end of the day, the people of South Australia
important role within their business by managing thedo not like paying high prices for electricity. One thing they
company’s current energy needs and its future energy strategipsolutely do not like, though, is when they do not have any
in an environment where supply and price fluctuations caelectricity. We have a situation in Queensland where you get
have a significant impact on business performance. brownouts. We have not had brownouts. Some of my
| conclude by congratulating the South Australianconstituents last night were off the power because of the dust
government and, in particular, the Minister for Energy forassociated with some rain—it should not be, but it happened.
supporting and promoting this innovative and progressive What has happened in New South Wales? Two new power
program. The facilitation of a graduate certificate progranfiouses are being built. The government is not building them:
will bring about wide benefits for the state by promotingprivate enterprise is building them. We know that former
demand side measures that will ensure greater enerd§easurer Egan bentover backwards to try to privatise and his
efficiency and cheaper energy costs into the future. As | saidittitude was that it was better to have good hospitals, schools
| believe it will give this state the basis for carving out aand roads for the people than owned power stations. He was
sustained competitive advantage nationally and internationalight. It is a nonsense for anyone to say that, because we have
ly. privatised power, it is more expensive. It would not make any
difference. If anyone goes around telling people that they are
TheHon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): Itis interesting to hear going to get cheap power, they are pulling people’s legs.
the comments of the member for Napier in moving a motionThey are misleading them because, at the end of the day, it
that this house should support the initiative of the Universityis an expensive operation.
of South Australia, the government, Business SA and Energy What we need in this state is a number of things. The
SA on the introduction of a graduate certificate in energymember is right that we want more investment. We want to
management. | say to the member that the first thing is tbe able to give industry and commerce the cheapest power
have sufficient energy to manage. The honourable membeppssible, and we want to have a reliable power source. One
in the course of making his remarks, made some interestingf the things that | have taken a great interest in since | have
comments in relation to the decision to privatise the electricibeen involved in that area is to get to know the people
ty undertakings in this state. The honourable member is vemnanaging these institutions. They are efficient and motivated,
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and they have the interests of the people of South Australia MEN'SHEALTH TASK FORCE

at heart. If anyone has looked at the Leigh Creek coalfield,

they would have seen that, as far as coal to burn ratio is Mr CAICA (Colton): | move:

concerned, it is as efficient a mine than any other anywhere That this house congratulates the state government on the
in Australia. announcement of a men'’s health task force and, in particular, notes

; ; ; P hat the task force will assist health services to develop a greater
tha?ic'z'vt/gc;saenpi?:)epslgoarzgiggr;%:hger::%mtstgl\?v% VI?/(L)ILE 'rr]'gt'(;%tvgcus on men'’s health and help men access health services earlier.
a AAA rating today if we still owned the electricity undertak- | Wil dﬁdare:g; interest—
ing, and this government would not have the money to throw /A honourable member interjecting: ,
around it is currently throwing around, and we would not _ Mr CAICA: Not a conflict of interest, but | will declare
have Pelican Point. i raise the point of where the money wa@ interest: first, that | am a man and, secondly, like everyone
going to come from for Pelican Point, the Hallett Station, the®'S€, | need all the help | can get to maintain good health. |
upgrading of the Port Augusta power station and those othe¥3S extremely pleased for that reason, as well as for other
minor electricity undertakings—I think there is one at Port'€2S0ns, of course, to hear that the South Australian govern-
Lincoln and one other elsewhere—that have been built roun€Nt iS undertaking action on men’s health. | am particularly
the state. Where was the money going to come from? It wakleased that the task force will be led by a member of the
absolutely essential then—as it is today—that there was agfnior €xecutive, Mr Jim Birch, whom, as everyone knows,

ongoing investment in the infrastructure, because the demar‘]%lthe Chief Executive of the Department of Health. To assist

for electricity has rapidly increased, and the infrastructure halM ©n this task force there is a membership of men of

not kept up to date. So, at the end of the day, some of cellent calibre from across the health system. | am extreme-
agreed that, although we had some reservations about it, theyeconfident that together they will ensure that the health

was no alternative. If we had not made those decisions, wgyStem Wwill improve its responsiveness to men's health
would not have a AAA rating. ISSues.

. . Th few healthi h ifi h
One other thing the Labor Party vigorously opposed wag ere are a few health issues that are specific to men, suc

the introduction of th ds and servi tax. This tax h testicular and prostate cancer, to name two. However,
1€ Introduction of the goods and Services fax. 1his ta ny of the health problems men experience are the same as
given state governments a nest egg they have never h

. ; se experienced by women, such as heart disease, depres-
before and were never likely to have. You had only to liste P y P

f e . . - Sion, obesity, alcohol and other drug use, other types of
to Peter Beattie on the radio this morning. He is born agaiNcancer, diabetes, and so on. This does not mean that, in the
He has put his finger up to the wind, and he has suddenl

. A : h "Wontext of those health problems, itis the same. Understand-
realised that peOpl? are saying, ‘Listen, you're getting thlt?ng gender differences in health is critical. The men’s task
nest egg, and if you're not going to back off on some of thesg, .o i anout helping health services understand and respond
annoying taxes, th,e Ch'”y winds of the ba]lp( box will to the specific needs of men so that we can best assist men to
descend.upon you."He is a smart enough politician to knOV\{ake on responsibility for their own health. Without being
that that is what is going to happen. flippant, | encourage all men and women of this chamber to

So, it was because of a combination of those things ifiake responsibility for their own health. | could think of
South Australia that the previous Liberal government did nohothing worse, for example, than my friend and colleague the
take the popular decision. Everyone knew there was going t;ember for Stuart falling over and my having the require-
be some flack flying—me most of all, because | faced thenent to give him CPR or mouth-to-mouth resuscitation.
meetings attended by those who were working there. But, ajnder the circumstances, | would do it. However, | would be
the end of the day, we had to do what was right, not what Wagacing across quickly to make sure that it was the heart
popular. We are not elected to this place to be popular. Weghassage | was able to provide first. | encourage everyone to
had that with Mr John Bannon, and look where he led us. Itake responsibility for their own health. Looking after your
we are not careful, the same sort of action is going to takgwn health is often as simple as ensuring that you do not put
place with this current government. Populace politics is nopff going to see the doctor, which is something so many
good politics. At the end of the day, the people end ugmen—and, | assume, women—do on occasions.
carrying a tremendous burden. Members interjecting:

So, | say to the member for Napier: his intention of getting Mr CAICA: If | take my wife as an example, she attends
good, sound management is commendable, and | supportihe doctor a lot more often than do I. It is about being
Unfortunately, the other comments he has made are well ofesponsible for taking action when we notice early warning
the beam. The Labor Party never faces reality. The Hon. Msigns about our health. A majority of the men in this chamber
Cameron often says, ‘Who were the members in the caucusight have a little spot here or there they have not decided
who wanted to support it, because they knew it was right?to have checked, for whatever reason, probably because they
I think our current Treasurer was a supporter of that decisiorgre too busy. You should never be too busy to go to the
even though he would not own up to it today. doctor. | encourage people to take that responsibility—

TheHon. K.O. Foley: What am | supporting? An honourable member interjecting:

TheHon. G.M. GUNN: I will say one thing to the current Mr CAICA: | .Iike to go fishing, and I used to go ﬁSh"Fg
Treasurer: if we had not sold ETSA, you would not have very often. That is probably why | have some of these little
AAA rating today. spots on my body that | should have _checked out.

o Mrs Geraghty: When are you making the appointment?

Members interjecting: Mr CAICA: | will make the appointment as soon as |
TheHon. G.M. GUNN: I think I will rest my case. leave this chamber. In fact, as you are the whip, | will tell you

that | will have to use some of my chamber duty time to make
Mr GOLDSWORTHY secured the adjournment of the that appointment almost immediately. | reinforce that point.

debate. We know that men do not always seek the health care they
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need. This means that, too often, men wait until it is too latde gone forever. Unfortunately, it continues to raise its head
and there is no choice but then to seek out that health caria both Europe and Australia.
Emergencies can be avoided if we take responsibility for | am mindful of the fact that | first met Norman Schueler,
managing our own health. the President of the Jewish Community in South Australia,
We all give our cars a service at least annually, if not moreabout 10 years ago when Jewish graves at West Terrace
often, yet we seem quite happy to neglect our health, t€emetery were being desecrated. This was a deliberate act of
indulge too much in fatty foods, to drink excess alcohol, toanti-Semitism targeted against Jewish people and their
neglect warning signs of depression, and we claim to be totamilies’ remains. We have seen evil organisations such as
busy to exercise—again, | fall into that category. We manag@lational Action perpetuating anti-Semitism and other forms
our relationship problems through more eating and drinkingf racism. Both my electorate office and my house have been
and, in worse cases, dangerous driving and other acts @aubed with slogans by National Action such as ‘Asian lover’
violence. | look forward to hearing from the task force in or ‘Jew lover’ and so on. This is a sickness in our community
future to learn about new developments and directions ithat cannot be tolerated.
men’s health, and | congratulate the government for instigat- Mr Goldsworthy: Your house?
ing the task force. TheHon. M.D. RANN: Yes, my house. The member for
Norwood came around and saw what happened to my house.
Mr GOLDSWORTHY secured the adjournment of the It also happened to her office. We must, as people of

debate. goodwill be committed to tolerance, to fighting racism
wherever it occurs. We need to be vigilant against it when-
WORLD WAR |1, 60TH ANNIVERSARY ever it raises its head. We must also be mindful that there are
also groups in South Australia and across the country that
TheHon. M.D. RANN (Premier): | move: continue to deny the existence of the history of the Holocaust.

That this house, in commemorating the 60th anniversary of thd hey say that it has somehow been made up. There is a
end of World War Il and the end of the genocide of the Holocausfraudulent academic in South Australia who perpetuates
and the liberation of the death camps in Europe, declares itlolocaust denial and continues to put out anti-Semitic
condemnation of anti-Semitism and all other forms of racism and—, terial.

@) iﬂoiiséaggnﬁmgﬁfg atlrt]r? rﬁsocl)Jlggoré? Oé‘e%?g'sse%gﬂ\s/rgspfﬁe?te This motion on the 60th anniversary of the end of World

February 2004 and in the Senate on 22 March 2004, andVar Il in Europe and the end of the genocide of the Holo-
similar resolutions made in the state parliaments of Victoriacaust is a way of declaring our condemnation of anti-
and New South Wales, particularly noting the long history of Semitism and all other forms of racism. We also recognise
anti-Semitism and its evil potential to influence people tOWat South Australia was established as a free colony, a

express hatred and carry out violence against the Jewis| . L . :
pelgme; y g colony which would celebrate religious liberty, which would

(b) recognises South Australias history as a free colony estafd€ a refuge for those who had faced religious intolerance in
lished as a society with religious liberty which includes: a other nations. Not only are we renowned as a city of churches
%ig:gli;%nfﬂvgﬂi?a rﬁﬁz r?mg'é)(leoil;] &g:gge;ﬁ dtPhee Qrfm; Of;fbut also as the home of Australia’s first Islamic mosque in
the first Jewish settlers in South Australia in the state’s ﬁrstl\/larree _and, of course, _fo_r the arrlva'I Of the first Jewish
year of settlement some 168 years ago; settlers in South Australia in the state’s first year of settle-

(c) recognises South Australia’s long commitment to multicultur-ment some 168 years ago. Jewish people have made an
al and multi-faith harmony with about 100 different religious outstanding contribution to the development of this state and
faiths and the cultural heritage from some 160 differentgyr nation. I think it is timely, given this 60th anniversary, for

nations, all its citizens; us to make a stand as members of parliament and as leaders
(d) reaffirms its opposition to all forms of racial and ethnic

hatred, persecution and discrimination on ethnic or religioudn ©Ur community. We must take every opportunity not only
grounds, whenever and wherever it occurs; to encourage but also to support and underpin South

(e) expresses its unequivocal condemnation of violence directeflustralia’s long commitment to multicultural and multi-faith
against individuals and religious and cultural institutions; harmony.
(f) resolves to condemn all manifestations of racism and At the weekend | attended a ceremony as part of our

religious vilification in South Australia as a threat to the e - - ? .
freedoms that all citizens in this state should enjoy equally inS Million Trees campaign which saw a leading world figure

a democratic society, and commits the parliament to take alln the Hindu faith planting a tree here in the Adelaide
possible actions to combat this threat to our peaceful angbarklands as part of a sacred forest and a symbol of our

diverse society; commitment to multiculturalism and to recognising, as

(g) resolves to encourage South Australian community groug1ahatma Gandhi did, the essential truths that are found in all
leaders to use their influence to oppose and counter racisiil i o

and religious vilification, and to promote all possible efforts . . . .
to foster tolerance, respect and community harmony;and ~ Of course, it also makes me mindful of my first visit to

(h) recognises the social, cultural and economic benefits to alisrael in 1999 with my daughter. The Adelaide Jewish
South Australians provided by this state’s multicultural andcommunity kindly arranged for us to be taken to the Dead
multi-faith society. Sea, to Arava in the Negev Desert. We were driven past great

This motion is important. In just a few weeks’ time there will historic Jewish sites such as Masada to a fish farm to see
be ceremonies commemorating the end of World War 11 in20 000 barramundi and red fish growing fast and furious in
Europe, the defeat of the Nazis and the axis powers antknks filled by warm, geothermal water drawn from deep
indeed, the suicide of Hitler and the liberation of the deattbelow the Negev. The salty, brackish water was topped up by
camps in both Germany and the other formerly occupiedcarce rain carefully collected from the surface run-off. We
nations. When it became apparent to the world that sixnet with the project director, who showed us an extraordinary
million Jews and others were killed in the worst acts offarm in the desert on the border with Jordan as a joint peace
genocide against humanity in the long and sorry history oproject. The farm is under shadecloth. We saw Western
this planet, one would have thought that anti-Semitism would\ustralian wildflowers, jaffa oranges, sweet tomatoes,



Thursday 14 April 2005 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 2401

succulent capsicums and even roses grown in carefullgommunity coming together to share cultures and religions.
monitored experiments designed to determine which speciddook forward to spending time with the Jewish community
would flourish in an ecologically and economically sustain-in the next week or two at the celebration of Passover. |
able way. | think all of us could be inspired by the work of thought that it was important for us, as a parliament, to make
the Israeli people in terms of bringing the desert to blooma stand against anti-semitism, because it still exists. There are
My host from the Jewish National Fund had worked in Aravapeople putting out tracts and sending out pamphlets that still
for decades. She was truly a daughter of Ben-Gurion’s drearperpetuate falsehoods and untruths against the Jewish people,
She was forging close links with Australia, and her team waand still deny the reality of the Holocaust. | commend this
working with former foe Jordan in a cross-border farmingresolution to the house.
project for peace. We found her energy and optimism to be
infectious. Mr BRINDAL (Unley): I, too, like nearly every member

| want to tell a brief story about my visit with my daughter in this house, support the Premier’s resolution in respect of
to the Holocaust Museum in Jerusalem. A small, intens¢he conclusion of the Second World War and the very
woman with bright eyes who was a guide at the Holocaushorrible atrocities that were perpetrated in the name of
Museum wanted to tell us her story. She was an Auschwitilazism. However, | think that it would be remiss if this house
survivor. Her father, mother and small sister were sent to thevas not also reminded that words are fine and often hollow
gas chambers. She and her younger sister were sent on dmecause we celebrate 60 years of the end of the Second World
line and her mum, her dad and her tiny sister to another lingvar. We do not celebrate 60 years of peace. Since the end of
and to their deaths in a scene reminiscent of the$idphie's  the Second World War we have had Vietham, Korea,
Choice. She told us about the chimneys and the smell, antllalaysia, East Timor and Irag, and that is just our
she said a guard had pointed to the smoke coming out of tr@untry—insurrections all around the world.
chimneys and taunted her with, ‘There is your family. She  \when we sit here and commemorate these things, it is
and her sister were sent to a labour camp, pointlessly shiftingne: and we are not in this motion saying anything about the
stones in a quarry. Every day she was humiliated, abusegeat atrocities perpetrated by the Japanese people in the
beaten and starved. | asked her whether any Nazi had showacond World War. Just maybe we are happy with knocking
her mercy and she said the only kind words spoken to hegnti-semitism and Nazis because the Jewish community is an
during this entire, terrible ordeal were from the woman whaimportant community around the world, and are people who
tattooed the number of her wrist, and she said, ‘I willdo itin|ggk like us and are like us. But when it comes to the
a way that you can still play the piano.” With her faith, and yapanese—a different culture, a culture that is much more
her sister's support, she was able to survive while so manard for us to understand and a culture with whom we are a

of those with her perished. This woman lives in New York major trading partner—we do not see these sorts of resolu-
and each year spends several months in Jerusalem workifigns coming in here.

as a guide in the museum because she believes, as we believe
that it is important for the world not to forget what happenedW
Just before we arrived there, an elderly German visitor hag

1 would say: where is the resolution about Rwanda?
here is the resolution about Hutus and Tutsis, when every
. arliament in the world turned its head away while more than
told her to stop telling her story because her story was to 00 000 people were butchered? The United Nations knew

hard to listen to, a_nd he was told that it was even hard_er tde we did nothing. Where are the resolutions about Pol Pot,
live through. Stunningly, when | asked her name, she said h(—g

EvaB q . hock. sh idth nd who in this chamber, apart from me (and | am sure there
name was £va braun and, sensing my snock, she sai atd?e some others), has been to Phnom Phen, visited the killing
why she, unlike the other guides, did not wear a name taﬂ

revealing her sumname. Back home in America she works elds and seen the pagoda filled with heads and skulls of total

a volunteer in a hospital in the tough Queens area of Ne%grrsggﬁsgztchery that made the Nazis look humane by

York, caring for disadvantaged people who are dying in a . o

hospice. | certainly was profoundly moved by meeting her, MS Ciccaréllo interjecting:

and she had a real impact on both my daughter and me, Mr BRINDAL: You can whoosh and whoosh all you like.
particularly when she showed her children’s drawings from @m not condoning Nazism in any form at all, but read some
the death camps. of the ways Cambodians were put to death—how they were

So, at this time when we remember the terrible events thﬁUtChered, mutilated and tortured. Nazism did that, too.
occurred under Nazi Germany, the time when we remembé¥azism did some shocking things; but the way in which some
the holocaust, let us make a commitment to fight racisn®f the Cambodians were killed was, if anything, even more
wherever it occurs. Let us not tolerate anti-semitism, let u§orrific. I am not condoning the one: | am saying that, in
not tolerate any forms of racism, and let us make our stanflany ways, the other was even worse. What was done in
at this time on the 60th anniversary of the end of WorldRwanda was butchery and savagery in the worst order. The
War Il that we will never allow what happened more [hanunlted Nations knew, the world’s civilised powers knew and
60 years ago to ever occur again. every one of them chose to turn their head.

We can be very proud in this state that the concept of And this place—and | was in this place—knew nothing
multiculturalism, as it is now accepted by both major partiesabout it, either through ignorance or not wanting to know, and
in a bipartisan way and, indeed, by most mainstream partiegje all sat in silence. | support this Premier’s motion, but | do
that is now embraced across Australia started here in Soutio with the cautionary note that it is easy to remember our
Australia. In started here in places such as Norwood, whereonflicts and our atrocities and to stick up for people just like
people could see that out of different cultures, religions andis who have been wronged. But the Premier says in this
languages and by drawing from those heritages we could braotion that we stick up for multiculturalism and multifaith.

a stronger place, a stronger community, a stronger state aitell, is it not about time that multiculturalism and multifaith
a stronger nation. People could see that there is strength meant paying attention to our nearest neighbours and seeing
diversity, and out of that diversity there is a sense of aome of the dreadful things that go on there on a daily basis,
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because they are racist and because people are of a differ¢atking about other countries, but what is happening in South
faith. Australia at the Baxter Detention Centre concerns me. People
There is almost, at present, in the south of Thailand a civiire speaking out about it, but the great majority of South
war (certainly, a state of unrest), because 90 per cent of thustralians do not understand and accept what is happening
Thai people are Buddhist and 10 per cent are Muslim, anthere, when we as a state should be screaming out about what
that is causing conflict in that country. Look at that—nowis happening in Baxter.
gone, thank God—Mahathir Mohamad who would contin- The Cornelia Rau story certainly shocked many people
ually lecture this nation and these parliaments on our attitudesnd there has been much discussion about her story. Anybody
to multifaith and multiculturalism. You could go to Malaysia who saw the4 Corners program would have been horrified
and Penang and read daily in the newspapers every corregttwhat they saw. It seems that a lot of the shock and horror
word on the treatment of women and minority groups, butvas because she was an Australian citizen and was detained
you just had to go in the streets and look to know that illegathere, but they were not shocked and horrified by the fact that
workers were allowed to seep in from Indonesia. what goes on there is happening every day to other inmates
They prop up the economy for virtually nothing. They areat Baxter Detention Centre. That concerns me. We have
a slave class of worker, and the minute they complain thehown concern for an Australian citizen, but there are people
police swoop and export them back. We had a former primghere being treated the same way—people with similar mental
minister of Malaysia prepared to lecture us with our faultshealth issues—and are just being ignored by everyone. No-
(and every member in this chamber knows that we havene is taking any notice or screaming out about what is going
them) and with our failings and tell us just how good he wasn and this breaks my heart.
when, if one looked at what was happening in Malaysia, one | am not a visitor to Baxter Detention Centre because | do
could see that Malaysia was probably one of the more racistot want to raise false hopes by going there, but | know many
societies in South-East Asia. Certainly, it does not practispeople who visit from my communities of Whyalla, Port
the multifaith or multiracism that it preaches other than byAugusta, Port Pirie and Woomera and from many other
word. communities. People are hearing the stories coming out from
If you want to know what someone is like you just do not Baxter, but they are not listening to what is being said and it
look at their words, you look at their actions. By their actionsbreaks my heart that this is going on.
you shall know them. We should spend more time in this We should be screaming out to the federal government and
chamber looking to our north, to our neighbours, and thesaying that this policy is not acceptable and what is happen-
inhumanity perpetrated against man in those places. ing there is not acceptable. The Premier talked of our proud
commend this motion to the house. | strongly abhor whabhistory in South Australia of multiculturalism and tolerance,
happened in the name of Nazi Germany, but if this motiorbut it is not happening. Baxter exists in this state and we are
means anything (other than a Premier coming in here anigtting it happen. | feel sickened by what is going on there.
sounding grand), if the Premier is sincere in this, then everyalways wondered how Nazi Germany happened and how a
person in this house should make a commitment, and it is gation could condone what happened. | could not understand
commitment to do better in the future. how people could sit back and let it happen. | knew they
The tragedy of this motion is that the motion is here. Wefeared for their lives and so on, but | could not understand
should all have learnt this lesson 60 years ago. Every civilisedow people sat back, let it happen and participated in it. But
human being 60 years ago should have taken this lesson aifdrecent years, with what has been happening in the deten-
taken it to heart. We should have learnt the lesson of thtion system in Australia, it has made me realise that it is very
witch hunts in Salem 200 years ago. But, in the last feweasy for that sort of thing to happen in any country.
weeks, we have seen witch hunts in Adelaide, the scale of | am not saying that we are on a par with what happened
which | am ashamed. In the last 60 years we have segh Nazi Germany, but people in this state and country have
continued barbarity and continued oppression and discrimindeen brainwashed into believing that it is okay. People have
tion of people on the grounds of race and ethnic origin, andiated the inmates and the refugees who have gone there.
all sorts of things. They have put around awful stories about these people, when
If we believe in this motion (and | think we should) it is the great majority of them are ordinary people who have done
not simply enough to sit here and pass it and say, ‘Didn’t weall they can for their families and what they believed was best
do a good thing—won't the Jewish community like this.” We for their families. They have tried to come to a new country.
should pass this motion and say, ‘Now let’s do a good thing/Ve do not see too many terrorists in Baxter Detention Centre:
so that we help the Cambodians, and the Laotians’. Theam sure there are a few people there who are unsafe, but the
situation is Myanmar is absolutely dreadful, as are situationgreat majority of people there are ordinary human beings.
in India. Let us get out there and make sure that, as people If we in Australia were suffering the same sorts of
who believe in freedom and equality, this never happengonditions they left, it would be people like us who would do
again. Let us not sit here, pass a motion and tell each oth#te same thing. We would try to get out of our countries and
what a good job we did. Let us at least honour the Premier bglo all we could to save our children and go to another
doing something about this motion in our hearts and lives angountry. It breaks my heart to see that we condone what is
in this parliament rather than by just simply passing thegoing on, that we vilify those people and continue to vilify
motion. | commend it to the house. them. Even though there has been a shift in public perception
about who is in there and what is happening, we still have a
MsBREUER (Giles): | totally support this motion the long way to go before we can hold our heads high in South
Premier has brought before the house and congratulate hi&ustralia and say that we have done something about what
for it as it is an opportunity for us to look at all forms of is happening there.
racism, ethnic hatred and persecution. We should take it |supportthe Premier's motion as itis very important, but
further and should be leading by example in this house. | wathis house should be leading by example and telling the
interested in the comments of the member for Unley irpeople the South Australia that, if we want to continue our
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proud history, we have to do something about what isnanaging a branch here in King William Street, and | went
happening there. outside when the parade was going down the street, and all
the ticker tape was flowing out of the building. It is a day that
Mr GOLDSWORTHY (Kavel): |, too, rise to supportthe | will remember for the rest of my life. It was something that
Premier's motion. It is a very important matter. | will not really lifted the spirits of the people in the CBD and, as the
spend a lot of time covering the eight different aspects of th@remier said, the whole nation supported it and enjoyed those
motion, but | take on face value the Premier's motives forcelebrations. We believe as a human race that we learn from
bringing this matter into the parliament, in an earnest, honesgur mistakes and that we learn from history. In some ways |
and in some ways a statesmanlike fashion and speak to not think that we do. The member for Unley spoke about
support of it. We can look back at the events of modernearning lessons from mistakes and horrors of the past, but it
history, particularly in relation to the German people, and westaggers me that, as human beings, with our supposedly
find that Germany immediately after World War | had someadvanced sense of our relationship with one another, and all
issues with the way that war finished, and found itself in ahose things that make up our way of human life—I do not
somewhat dire situation. Its economy was in an absolutgnow if we learn from our mistakes because we witnessed,
shocking state of depression. When | was a young boy mgagain, the Premier might know the dates) when the Soviets
mother had a German cleaning lady and she was a youngilled out of Yugoslavia, the atrocities of the Serbs against
teenager who had lived through the Second World War yeat$ie Bosnians and vice versa, and the destruction of Herzego-
and the years leading up to the war. vina, and the similarities between how they treated one
She told my mother that the inflation rate in Germany atanother. They basically captured men and put them into
the time was so great that a wheelbarrow load of coins wasoncentration camps, and the UN stood by and did nothing.
not enough to buy a box of matches to light the candles an®the UN soldiers went in there and said, ‘We can’t do
fires in their home. The situation was very grim for thoseanything until we get attacked.’ So, they had to trundle along
people. So, it was not tremendously difficult, in some waysthe road and observe the atrocities that were taking place.
for a person to come along and promote themselves arnidow long ago is that? Is it 15 years ago or 10 years ago? We
supposedly show them a way out of their problems. We knowvere talking about the horrors in modern history of 60 years
who that person was: Adolf Hitler has certainly gone downago but as a decent democratic country we witnessed a
in history as one of the chieftains of terror in the world. Hesimilar, not to the same magnitude, style of atrocity in that
increased his power through a reign a terror. He was part of Eastern Europe only a decade and a half a go.
murderer, he undertook any and every activity to promot&nfortunately, as human beings, | do not know if we learn
himself, but during that time shielding it with conspiracieslessons. If a decent law-abiding society disintegrates, we
and lies, and hiding the truth of the matter to the averageevert back to quite a subhuman level of activity.
German people. | am in no way speaking in support of what Time expired
happened. | absolutely abhor that part of the German nation’s )
history, but | wanted to talk briefly about this lady’s recount- ) ) o
ing; a first-hand experience of a German girl living in those  Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): | rise to indicate that
times. The people were impoverished, they were starving tf'€ Opposition unanimously supports this motion and
death, and a person came along and promised them a bet_{@mmends the Premier for bringing it fo_rward. | think that it
way, so they followed him. He instituted a reign of terror, butiS @ balanced and well-presented motion that encapsulates
these people were in peril, and he led them down a path ¢¥hat | am sure is the view of all South Australians. In
poison. The regime that he oversaw—as | said, he was particular, we commend the motion for its fairess noting that
chieftain of terror—was one that is an absolute blight on thdt reminds South Australians of the terrible tragedy of the
history of humanity. HoI_ocaust_but, of course, of times preceding the Holocaqst
So, I commend the Premier for bringing this matter to theduring which the Jewish people suffered enormously in
house. The foundation of our western civilisation is based offurope and in other countries around the world—for
Judao-Christian philosophy, and this parliament is conductegenturies, in fact—and, in some respects, they continue to
along those lines. The principles that come from those faithuffer. They really are a signal not only of Jewish suffering,
and from that cultural background, have underpinned ouput @lso an example of suffering that extends to other ethnic
democratic society extremely well, and will obviously do that9roups; religious minorities and other persecuted peoples over
into the future. In celebrating the 60th anniversary of the end® centuries. We note the motion includes recognition of
of World War I, | recall with real pleasure, witnessing first SOUth Australia’s history as a free colony established to
hand, and being part of the celebration of, the 50th annivers&SCcape from such persecution. It also notes that we were the
ry of the end of the war in the Pacific—VP day. We had vehome of Australia’s first Islamic mosque, at Marree and, in
day, which this motion relates to, butin 1996, nine years aga3© doing, the motion recognises the very diverse and multi-
from memory, we celebrated VP day, and we had a marvefultural nature of South Australia’s society.

lous— We have a certain balance and fairness in the way we look
TheHon. M.D. Rann: It was 1995; Australia Remem- at disagreements that exist and have occurred over time
bers. around the world, and | think we bring a certain freshness to

Mr GOLDSWORTHY: 1995, okay. We commemorated these ancient struggles that from time to time result in
the end of the war in the Pacific because, as we know, the waiolence and chaos around the world. It is interesting that,
in Europe finished in 1945 and the war in the Pacific finishedjiven the events of the last week with the passing of Pope
in 1946. John Paul Il, himself a Pole, that country suffered a 20 per

TheHon. M.D. Rann: In August 1945. cent loss of its population in the period from 1939 to 1945.

Mr GOLDSWORTHY: Okay, the Premier understands It is a frightening thought that a country could have 20 per
the dates better than | do. | apologise to the house for that.dent fewer people in its six years after such a tragic war. Of
was working in my previous career as a bank managegourse, many of those who died were Polish Jews.
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I think that the motion reminds us of how important it is | visited Srebrenitsa, where, in just three days, some 8 000
for government to be balanced, fair, open and accepting of athen and boys were killed and mutilated. Just seeing the
peoples. It reminds us how important it is for leaders andnemorial is something that just beggared belief, knowing of
parliaments not to favour any particular ethnic group ovethe violence that had been perpetrated.
another, to be careful when it picks up any particular issue The member for Waite has mentioned the death of Pope
and that it does so with balance and fairness, and in a wajohn Paul Il and the fact that the Pope was a Pole. The Pope
that gives all sides of the debate a fair go. There are issuegas the first person in history to apologise to the Jews for
where it is very tempting sometimes for members and leadekghat they have suffered over several thousand of years. Much
to take one point of view and to curry favour with a particularof that would have stemmed from the Pope’s experience as
group in the community when we must always be remindee child, where many of his school friends were Jewish. He
that we lead for all South Australians and that we need to seest many of his personal friends, so he saw the terrible
all points of view. As someone who, in my former life, consequences of racism and anti-Semitism. We are fortunate
commanded our peacekeepers in Egypt in the Sinai with that in South Australia we have a multicultural society.
multinational force and observers, | had an opportunity ttHowever, we should not be lulled into a false sense of
travel extensively around the Middle East to meet with andsecurity and think that racism cannot very easily rear its ugly
discuss many of these issues with Jews, Muslims, Egyptiangead . Even in Australia, we do not have to look very far back
Jordanians, Lebanese, Israelis and Palestinians. One comgstime, with Pauline Hanson and One Nation and the
away with a recognition that these matters referred to in thattitudes that were raised with many people. We certainly do
motion are human problems with human solutions and thatot want to see that happen again. | commend the Premier for
one needs to be able to put oneself in the shoes of each of thaving brought this motion, with its many clauses, to the
parties and see the world as they see it before you can brokeouse. We look forward to being able to continue in a free
any sort of reasonably balanced view of what has happeneghd just society.
and what needs to happen.

The Premier is right to remind the house that South Mr SCALZI (Hartley): I, too, rise to support this motion
Australians universally condemn all manifestations of racisnand to commend the Premier and the government on bringing
and religious vilification in South Australia. We see theseto the attention of the house such an important motion and to
things as a threat to our citizenship and democracy. Theemind us of the genocide of the holocaust and the liberation
motion is right to call on all South Australians and commun-of the death camps in Europe. I, along with everyone else in
ity group leaders to use their influence to oppose and countéhis chamber, declare that we should fight anti-Semitism and
any form of racism or religious vilification. In doing that, we other forms of racism.
need to be cautious about being too prescriptive. We can try | was brought up in the 1960s and the 1970s. This reminds
to pass laws that mandate certain courses of action whene of two songs, one of which was by Donovan callbe
many of these values we seek to uphold depend upon @niversal Soldier, which was about the universal soldier
degree of goodwill from all and cannot be codified, mandatedighting hatred and war. It also says that the universal soldier
and legislated. So, it is a matter of balance. in all of us is a Catholic, a Hindu, a Baptist, an atheist and a

The motion concludes by recognising the social, culturalew. There is the potential in all of us to have that anti-
and economic benefits to all South Australians provided byrumanity. The other song was by The Uglies, and | think the
this state’s multicultural and multi-faith society. | think that words of the song are very profound. It goes something like
is the key to the motion—the diversity, not only of ethnic andthis:
religious groups within our community and our immigrant 1 4 man at the prime of my life;
base, but also the diversity of thought and views in South |ve got a house, a car and a beautiful wife;

Australia, which | think is a strength on which we can build.  There’s no chip on my shoulder;

Itis a strength on which we can build the economy, the fabric  I've no axe to grind, and no possible reason to wake up my mind,;

of our society and the future for young South Australians. And the days break and the nights fall and drift into time;

The opposition, having discussed this, universally agrees with Somewhere there is hunger;

it, and we think it is an appropriate motion for the Premierto ~ Somewhere there is war;

bring forward. We assure the house that all of us on this side 2‘“ :,ﬁ"?‘” do nothing;

are as one, as members of parliament, in supporting the o, Il justignore.

motion. We hope to see its swift passage this morning.  The reality is that 60 years have passed, and we must not
allow this to drift into time, and we must not ignore the

Ms CICCARELLO (Norwood): | want to make a few cruelty around us that still exists in many places in the world.
brief comments about this motion. | commend and supporéVe see it daily in places such as Africa and Cambodia, where
the Premier for his motion to commemorate the 60ththe cruelty of humanity against innocents continues. Some
anniversary of the end of World War Il and the end ofpeople want to rewrite history and say that six or seven
genocide and the holocaust. Of course, all of us shoulehillion Jews were not victims of the holocaust. The reality
deplore any form of racism and anti-Semitism, as well ags that they were, and we must not allow that to drift into
violence perpetrated on people who are of different faiths. Wéme. That is why | commend the Premier for this motion.
are very familiar with the death camps; most of us have seen When | attended the Papal mass, | sat next to Norman
evidence of Auschwitz, Buchenwald and the many otheScheuler. One of the things he said that really touched him
death camps, where millions of people of the Jewish faittwas that, when Pope John Paul Il came to South Australia,
were put to death—innocent men, women and, particularlyhe made sure that he met with the Jewish community. Pope
very young children—and we certainly hope that this will John Paul Il referred to the Jews as his older brothers and
never happen again. sisters. As a Christian, that is the reality. It is sad that

Last year, | was in the Balkans. It is unfortunate thatthroughout history, in particular, at the time of the holocaust,
history does repeat itself. Along with the Attorney-Generalwe have forgotten that fact.
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The evils of totalitarianism, whether they originated fromcamps to be executed, as were many German generals who
the Right, under Fascism and Nazism, or from the Left, undeplotted against Hitler in 1944,
Communism, whether it be in Russia or China, the atrocities However, overwhelmingly, the people who suffered the
that have been committed under totalitarian regimes, whemaost in those concentration camps were the people who were
the individual’'s humanity is smothered in the interest of thesimply born Jewish. That is the horror of it. It was not based
state must be opposed in all theatres of conflict throughouin a crime or resistance to the regime; often it was just based
the world. on who your mother and father were or what your last name

This sort of evil has no place in the 21st century. If therewas. This was a terrible thing about the Holocaust. The
is a heaven, the likes of Mother Teresa, Mahatma Gandhi arldolocaust serves as a reminder to all faiths throughout the
other leaders of various faiths will be together. Equally, ifworld of the evil of people who believe, for whatever reason,
there is a hell, | am sure that Hitler and Stalin are therdhat their ideology is correct and dissent is not allowed.
together, because the systematic atrocities that were commgoViet prisoners of war, who built those concentration camps
ted by Stalin under communism and by fundamentalisPefore they were used to exterminate Jewish families in this
atheists amongst their own people as well as those from tHthnic cleansing program throughout the eastern provinces
Baltics should have an equal place in history. No people havidat Germany conquered, were executed immediately after

suffered this systematic genocide and been part of the sthe _buildings were erected. Those who were liberated by the
called ‘Final Solution’ as have the Jews. Soviet armies were executed, so these people suffered doubly.

A—Jowever, | am not sure that such suffering is unique to those
eople, but the whole concept of a concentration camp is evil,

ry because it is important that we put history into its prope :
context. We must learn from history. Sadly, as my colleagu%gglI tirgr?gvrviﬂgtrthose who firstfounded them have a great

the member for Kavel says, we have not learnt from history: But, of course, this motion goes further than just talking

Some historians say that the only lesson we have learnt fro . )
history is that we dg not learn fr)c;m history, but that shoulg?Pout the holocaust and the liberation of the death camps. It

not stop us trying to learn. The atrocities that have beeﬁllso recognises South Australia’s long-term commitment to

committed—whether in the killing fields of Cambodia, in multiculturalism, and it recognises that South Australia is
Rwanda. or in the Balkans. or whether under Hitle,r orindeed founded on multiculturalism. We were a free state, a

Stalin—must not be let drift into time. Today, we should give beacon to the rest of the world. You could come here to South

special mention to what the Jews have suffered because ﬁq.lstrglia to express your vi_ews freely, Whether_ you were
other people were part of the ‘Final Solution’ as were theIs amic, Protestant or Catholic—although Catholics found it
Jews under Nazism a bit tougher in South Australia in the early days. One only

. . . ) ) has to look at some of the early editionsltie Advertiser to
This was a dark age in our history, but sadly it continues;ng advertisements where people were asked to apply for

in various parts of the world to_day. A moti_on _such as thisjobS but ‘Catholics need not apply’. | am glad to say that
reminds us that we have to be vigilant. We live in a multicul-ipqge days are over in South Australia.

tural and a multi-faith society where we respect each other's |ydeed South Australia’s multiculturalism sees an

beliefs—and long may that continue. As Christians, Wepthodox church and an Islamic mosque within sight of each
should be able to worship God as Jehovah, Allah or the Lordiher in the CBD, which is probably something our founding
of Heaven, because in faith we should be one. We shoulgihers would not have conceived of in 1836 when South

search for that universal truth and be vigilant against theystralia was first settled. We condemn all forms of racial
proponents of totalitarianism, which could ultimately smotherjjification. which is something that | am very proud of

the human race. personally. | think we should always attack the idea, not the
) faith or the person. You should not necessarily always attack
Mr KOUTSANTONIS (West Torrens): | rise to support  deas, because some ideas are good ideas, but unfortunately
the motion and to congratulate the Premier on bringing ityhat happens is the idea does not become the issue: it is the
before the house. | wholeheartedly support the motion, asthessenger of the idea that becomes the issue. In South

am sure do all members. As the member for Waite said, waystralia we do our best to try to move away from that sort
are as one when it comes to this motion. The tragedy of thgf rhetoric.

Holocaust and the suffering that people faced under the evil | think both sides of politics in South Australia are

brutality of the Nazi regime extended not only to the Jewsextremely tolerant and sensitive to ethnic diversity. Indeed,

but of course it was the Jews who suffered the brunt of thene Liberal Party has pre-selected candidates such as Julian

H0|00aUSt People Wlth d|Sab|l|t|eS, the menta”y |”, and thos%tefar” in the upper house and the member for Hartley |

more commonly known as gypsies were also rounded up andlink it is a tribute to the Liberal Party that they have pre-

put into concentration camps. selected people who are ethnically diverse. Steve Condous
There was also the appalling treatment of Poles in Worldvas the first person of Greek heritage to serve in the South

War Il. In fact, Auschwitz was initially set up to deal not with Australian Parliament.

the Jews but with Polish resisters. The first people to be put MrsHall: Bernice Pfitzner.

into those labour camps were Soviet prisoners of war and Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Bernice Pfitzner, of course. | am

Polish resisters. It was not until later that Heinrich Himmler,not sure which country her family came from.

the leader of the SS, decided to utilise Auschwitz for MrsHall interjecting:

exterminating Polish and German Jews also. The Jews bore Mr KOUTSANTONIS: She was ethnically Chinese. The

the brunt of the Nazi Holocaust, but we sometimes forgetnember for Morialta reminds me that she was the first.

those others who died in concentration camps. Often, thodaedeed, on our side of the house, a very proud moment for me

people were brave Germans who decided to stand up againsas seeing Carmel Zollo, the first Italian-born minister sworn

the Nazi regime and try to dissent to Nazi rule. Germans angh—in any cabinet in Australia, | think. | am not sure about

Austrians and many British POWSs were sent to concentratiothat, but | am pretty sure she is South Australia’s first Italian-

| believe that we should commemorate the 60th annivers
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born minister. | am extremely proud of the Hon. Carmelparticularly in private member’s time. Having said that, of
Zollo and her role in promoting the cause of an ethnicallycourse in acknowledging the 60th anniversary of the Second
diverse South Australia. And, humbly, my own election wasWorld War, certainly, | support the Premier’s statements. |
the first time a Greek Australian had been elected to thevould like to make a few comments that are possibly a little
South Australian parliament for the Australian Labor Partydifferent than other members have made. One of the things

An honourable member interjecting: we often fail to realise as people living in a neighbourly

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: And, of course, | acknowledge fashion with other tribes is that the fights, battles and wars
the work that the Hon. Nick Bolkus did in breaking the path,that we have with our neighbours (and with people who are
because | have seen many times in the Australian Labarot even our neighbours or who live on the other side of the
Party— world) are caused by racism and religious and cultural

Mr Scalz interjecting: differences.

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Canyou hang onasecond? Do  The reality, in my mind, is that that is not the cause of
you mind, Joe? You have had your chance. Had it not beetfiese difficulties: it is the excuse that we use to try to justify
for the Hon. Senator Nick Bolkus being pre-selected andhe abominable way in which we behave towards one another.
elected to the senate, without a Bolkus there could not hav@ne of the things in very recent history which has absolutely
been a Koutsantonis. Of course, the member for Norwoodascinated me and which, | must admit, | have failed to
who is a very proud representative of her community, wasinderstand is the way that the people in the Balkan States
elected as mayor of her community. treated each other when the rule of law and good orderly

Ms Ciccarello: First Italian-born mayor of Norwood. society started to fall apart. Those people had lived together

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: She was the first Italian-born for hundreds and thousands of years, but the old tribal
mayor of Norwood. As we all know, Norwood was one of therivalries and hatreds—some of them going back many
first places Italian migrants settled in South Australia, and shBundreds of years—broke out.
became their representative on the council as their mayor, and That did not surprise me because that was part of their
then finally the community of Norwood, multicultural as it culture, but the way in which those hatreds manifested was
is, sent an Italian-born representative to the state parliamerigyond by imagination to understand. We are very lucky in
which I think is a great indication of how multicultural South South Australia. | suggest that, pre-settlement, probably the
Australia is. Indeed, if you look across our councils andfounding fathers of South Australia had more discussion and
across the state, there are a number of Vietnamese, Greput more thought into the process of how we would develop
Australian, Italian Australian, Croatian Serbian, and everas a society. Basically starting from scratch, the founding
some Islamic members. fathers of South Australia, through the late 1820s when they

But, of course, we still have a great way to go. My verywere discussing setting up a settlement, a colony, in South
good friend Eddie Husic, a friend of mine in Young Labor Australia, went through lots of debate about how to found a
who ran for the seat of Greenway in New South Wales, is aferfect society. That is what they wanted to do. | do not think
ethnically Bosnian Muslim. He ran into some difficulties that, by any means, we have achieved a perfect society, but
when he ran for parliament, and | am not casting aspersiorse have achieved, | think, a society that is probably as close
on any members opposite because | know they are all people perfection as any to be found in this world. We are very
of good intentions, but | think some of their colleaguesfortunate, and | believe that we owe a lot to our founding
interstate played a bit rough and played the man, not the bafiathers for that.
| heard very clever campaigning techniques such as Eddie’s Harking back to the example | just gave about what
opponent, the current member for Greenway, saying, ‘lhappened in the Balkans, it is not by pure luck that we enjoy
anyone mentions my opponent is a Muslim, | will fire them. what we enjoy here in South Australia. | am not too sure that
Pamphlets were put up saying that ‘My opponent’s religion Py passing a motion such as this will ensure that we continue
Muslim, has nothing to do with politics whatsoever. Theseto enjoy that. | think that what we have to fight to protect in
are clever techniques to let everyone know your opponent§outh Australia is our rule of law. If one looks anywhere
religious affiliation while trying to claim it is not an issue. It around the world in any society, it is the rule of law which
is a technique perfected in the United States by James Carvgeps people living peacefully with their neighbours. The rule
who said, ‘| will not be using the fact that my opponent of law will survive only when every member of the society
appeared on drug charges in 1972 as an election issue becaigsé&reated fairly and the same as everyone else and when
it has nothing to do with it.” So we have some way to go, ancevery member of society knows that the systems which
| hope that one day we will elect people based on theidictate the way in which we go about our daily business are
character, not based on their religious affiliation or theiropen; and that the people managing those systems are
ethnicity. accountable. | wish that the Premier had added into the

Time expired. motion those things that say how we can continue to protect

the wonderful society that we have here in South Australia.

Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop): | am delighted to They are the things which, | think, in all reality, we should
contribute to the debate on this motion. Of course, | suppotbe trying to project to people in other places, and suggest that
the motion. To not support a motion such as this would béhey can learn from the example that we have here in South
akin to saying that you do not support motherhood. TheAustralia. In no way would | suggest that we do that in a
motion is all about motherhood statements. | am fundamerpatronising way, but | think that we can offer South Australia
tally a cynic, and | am quite happy to admit that, and | mustand the society that we have created as an example to other
admit | did not hear all of the Premier’s contribution so | peoples. There is nothing in the Premier’'s motion with which
failed to come to an understanding of what he is trying tcany member would not agree, and that is why | suggest it is
achieve by the motion. a little motherhood. However, | am quite happy to support the

That is not to say that the house does not move antchotion, and | believe that it will have speedy passage through
support motherhood-type motions all the time. It doesthe house.
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Motion carried. second largest emitter of greenhouse gases, is not bound.
India is also exempt. It should be noted by the member for

KYOTO PROTOCOL Colton that the Chinese economy is expected to quadruple by

2020. There are several economic models which show that
Adjourned debate on motion of Mr Caica: the Kyoto Protocol is more expensive than the global warm-
That this house calls on the federal government to ratify thdng it seeks to avoid, yet the alleged benefits are quite small.
Kyoto Protocol which comes into effect on 16 February 2005. The Australian Greenhouse Office released its modelling
(Continued from 7 April. Page 223.) and shows that there would be a reduction in growth of about

. . only 1 per cent, not the genuine reversal of the current trend.
MrsHALL (Morialta): | rise today to speak on the The Kyoto Protocol provides false hope to people who are
member for Colton’s motion calling on the federal govern-gerious about doing something to reduce greenhouse gases
ment to ratify the Kyoto Protocol. The member for Colton has;ndq who are concerned about climate change.
made a number of erroneous suggestions during his remarks, The member for Colton and the Labor Party fail to
particularly regarding the federal government's strategy tQecognise, in typical fashion, the practicality of implementing
combat climate change as being unclear. Let me assuffjs. |t is simply unacceptable to proceed with greenhouse gas
members f[hat the federal government's policy is very cleafeqyctions because it is politically correct if it means a
and explicit. It will not ratify the Kyoto Protocol because, as massive loss of investment and jobs in this country—or
itis written, it will threaten Australia’s economic prosperity perhaps the Labor Party did not notice what happened in
without delivering any tangible benefits. However, theTasmania at the last election. What it similarly fails to
Howard government has committed to reaching the targetgngerstand is that the federal government is proceeding with
set by the protocol. The Kyoto Protocol, as we know, is anpjtatives to reduce these emissions in a way that does not
amendment to the United Nations Framework Convention ORegatively impact on the economy. The Howard government
Climate Change. It seeks to reduce the level of greenhousgs provided over $1 billion for incentives for greenhouse gas
gases by 5.2 per cent of 1990 levels and therefore assist in théyission reductions for industries and communities. Australia
reduction of global warming. has been cutting 60 million tonnes of greenhouse gases on
Mr Koutsantonis interjecting: average on an annual basis around the first phase of the
MrsHALL: Listen, Tom. There is significant evidence Kyoto Protocol. It has done this in a time of unprecedented
to suggest that the protocol will not in any meaningful wayprosperity in this country’s history. Employment and
reach the targets it has set. In fact, the respected Academy i@f/estment have dramatically increased under the Howard
Sciences has said that the Russian government’s decisionggvemmem, particularly employment, which is at record
approve the Kyoto Protocol was ‘purely political’ and that it highs.
had ‘no scientific justification’. In additioMNature magazine The member for Colton states that it is his belief that 16
in October 2003 predicted that the benefit of the protocofebruary, the day the protocol was intended to be implement-
would perhaps be only between .02°C and .28°C. Itis fair ted, was a day of shame. It is typical of the Labor Party to
say that the science behind this proposal has its critics, andok at protecting Australia’s interests and seeing decisions
some of the conclusions drawn from that science are positivéyased on fact and not on emotions as somehow shameful. The
ly bizarre. member’s repeated assertion that the federal government is
Between 1940 and 1970, global temperatures went dowidloing nothing about greenhouse emissions is patently false
even though carbon dioxide levels increased. If you study thignd he must be a firm believer in the principle that, if you
over a longer period of time, there is evidence in the ice aggepeat a claim often enough, it will eventually became fact.
temperature variation studies that Co2 increases occurretdhas committed to the target set and has looked at various
after warming. My point here is not to try to dispute the factmethods, some of which were mentioned in the member for
that climate change is occurring—we know it is—but to Colton’s speech, for reducing emissions.
highlight the fact that there is considerable well informed  To this | say that we now need to admit that the Kyoto
debate and doubt over what is the cause of the problem. C&otocol does not fit with so much of what the member for
reductions are important, necessary and admirable for @olton had to say. It does not reduce greenhouse emissions
number of reasons, but not necessarily because they willnywhere near the 15 per cent he talked about when he used
reduce global warming. the example of what was happening in England. Australia has
However, even the impact of that warming is questionedshown the way with respect to how to reduce emission and
by some. Professor of Environmental Science at the Unieontinue economic growth. Governments have to establish
versity of Virginia, Patrick Michaels, has said that the mosta goal and set about implementing it, incorporating transition
noticeable changes of temperature occur in extremely coldnd stages as part of the solution. | also point out that the
climates such as Siberia. He says that neither plants nanember’s faith in Kyoto is misguided, as it will not reduce
animals can feel the difference between minus 40° and minugreenhouse emissions for Australia because Australia was
38°. By contrast, in more humid climates there is almost n@ne of two countries allowed to increase its emissions up to
noticeable temperature variation. It is a fact that the scientifi§@ per cent—yet another example of the absurdity of the
models used to demonstrate the changes in global temperagreement and the fact that it does not fundamentally address
tures are incomplete and therefore intrinsically inaccuratethe issue of climate change, greenhouse gas emissions or, for
They do not include information regarding sun spot activitythat matter, sustainability.
volcanic activity, solar influences and the acknowledged The member for Colton says that Australia is the worst
weakness of cloud physics in climate models. country per capita for fossil fuel pollution. In reality, apart
Beyond the issue of whether the science of under-pinninfrom setting an example to others, Australia’s contribution
the treaty is sound, the Kyoto Protocol is fundamentallyto greenhouse gas emissions is essentially small on a world
flawed as a binding document. First, developing countries arecale. Even the Kyoto Protocol acknowledges this because it
not bound by the protocol. Countries like China, which is theallows for new increases in emissions. Additionally, we are
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a net exporter of energy, so we are very different from soméhey lost it all in 1953 in a major storm surge, and rather than
countries which are inefficient energy users. In concludingeclaim it again, they built storm surge barges. But, of course,
my remarks, the ALP has to get its story straight abouthe member for MacKillop being the expert on everything
energy. On the one hand, the Labor Party says it is absolutegther than anything factual, would not know that. It was not
supportive of this agreement, and it abhors greenhouse gdsne over hundreds of years at all. That is all at risk now
emissions. Fair enough, but does it seriously, honestly expebecause of global warming. | am not saying that the Kyoto
a $800 hillion economy to be powered by wind farms and thérotocol solves all these problems. In fact, | have my
sun? | oppose the motion. suspicions about it as well. One of the problems that | have
with it, is that there is only one form of energy, other than
Mr KOUTSANTONIS(West Torrens): | thinkthatthe  solar and wind, that emits no carbon.
member for Morialta will soon have a coastal electorate by MrsHall interjecting:
the way she is going in not supporting the Kyoto Protocol. Mr KOUTSANTONIS: | do not, because the fact
Let us look at this in a world perspective. There are tworemains that building nuclear power stations uses a great deal
countries in the world that have refused to sign this agreeof energy that counters the benefits that you might get, and
ment: the United States of America and the commonwealtthere is also the long term waste to deal with. No-one wants
of Australia. to deal with nuclear waste. The only people who like nuclear
Mrs Hall interjecting: waste are members opposite who want it all brought to South
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: If the member for Morialta Australia. They want to put up something—like the Statue of
thinks that | am anti-American, | think she is in for a rude Liberty but in reverse—'Bring us your waste. Bring us your
awakening when it comes to my views on American foreigropen exposed barrels and we will take them for a small fee.’
policy. However, on American environmental policy | agree  Mrs Hall interjecting:
with Al Gore, John Kerry, Evan Bayh, Hilary Clinton, and Mr KOUTSANTONIS: The glow in the dark state. My
Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger, that we should sign theiew on Kyoto is that it is a step in the right direction. Given
Kyoto Protocol. Vladimir Putin, the President of Russia, haghe mistakes that we have made over the last 200 years with
signed the Kyoto Protocol. If there is one country in thethe industrial revolution, and even the last 30 years, even

world— though it is not the perfect direction to be taking, it is
Mrs Hall interjecting: something which we can aspire to. As we move towards
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Morialta is Kyoto, we will realise its shortcomings and improve on them

defying the chair. for the next time. We need leadership. We need the greatest

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: —that could not afford to sign  democracies in the world to say, ‘We need to do something
this treaty, it is Russia, because its major source of power iwith environmental damage.’”That means that the United
coal and uranium—nuclear power. It has made a boldbtates has to lead the way. Right now the United States is the
decision in the interests of future generations and its childrebiggest consumer of unrenewable energy in the world—more
to sign a protocol—the member for Morialta is right, it doesso than China.
not go the whole way to solving greenhouse gas emissions, MrsHall interjecting:
and it does not solve our environmental problems—but it says Mr KOUTSANTONIS: The member for Morialta says,
that the environment is an important challenge that we hav&Vhat about in 2020?’ She is right; China will exceed the
to face, and we have to start looking for alternatives. TheéJnited States, and what happens then to the greenhouse
member for Morialta says in her argument, ‘We are doing alkffect? What happens then to global warming? What happens
this stuff anyway. Why do we have to sign an internationalwhen we have unsustainable growth? What do we do then?
agreement that compels us to do things?’ Australian businegvhat do we say to future generations when they say to us,
ses are missing out on credits, incentives and trade benefitihat did you do in 2005 when scientists were telling you
that Kyoto provides to other countries. We now have the beshat there were problems?’ What are we going to say to
wind technologies in Asia. South Australia is the leader inpeople living at Henley Beach and West Beach when the
wind generated technology. We have the expertise, we knoghore is lapping up at their front doorsteps? What will we say
how to export this expertise, and we should be selling it to théo them then? It takes more than wearing a green shirt to be
world. There are always people out there talking abougreen, the member for Morialta. | think we need to take a step
environmental hysterics, saying that the greenhouse gas efféntthe right direction. | hope that the members opposite will
is not really that bad, ‘Global warming—is it really due to see the light one day and move forward on environmental
carbon emissions, or is it just some cyclical change that weustainability, because all they want to do is take a step back
are going through that happens every 1 000 years, before vigto the past. The most humiliating thing about this is places
had recorded temperatures. Is the hole in the ozone lay#ke Canada, Mexico, all of Europe and most of Asia are
really a big problem?’ | would ask people to go to Europe andigning up to this, except Australia and the United States; that
to see what has happened to places like Holland. At this what is embarrassing about it. If the truth be known, they
moment, because of the melting ice packs, Holland is findingvant to withdraw out of the United Nations as well. They do
that if it does not spend billions and billions of dollars in not like signing international treaties. They do not like
infrastructure on sea walls to keep the ocean at bay, it woulthternational responsibility—they do not believe in it. They
lose half its country. do not believe in any sort of collective responsibility for our

Mr Wi liams interjecting: planet. They just do not like it. | think this is not a Left

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: The member for MacKillop ideology.
laughs because he is ignorant of what is going on outside of MrsHall: Oh, really!

South Australia. Mr KOUTSANTONIS: It is not; this is about saving

Mr Williams: It has reclaimed land for hundreds of years.humanity.

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: They started reclaimingtheland ~ TheHon. J.W. Weatherill: They're not too fond of
in 1939, for what the member for MacKillop knows, and thenscrutiny about refugee policy either.
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Mr KOUTSANTONIS: No; well, neither are we. | think this parliament how it should act and what it should do. The
we would definitely adopt the Kyoto Protocol. | am proud of Australia according to John Howard should be an Australia
the Premier for making an election promise to the state andf the brave new world. But | am sorry, | think he is one of
trying to achieve Kyoto protocols by 2010 or 2015, whatevethe great post-war prime ministers. However, | do not think

the deadline is. he is right on the issue of the difference between the
MrsHall: Don’t you know your policy? commonwealth and the states. This has served this nation
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: | am not as smart as the member well for over a century. Our forefathers created a good model,

for Morialta. | am not the genius that she is. and | do not care who the Prime Minister is. | do not think he
Mr Wi liams interjecting: has the right to come in and say, ‘The founding fathers didn’t

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: And there’s the member for know what they were doing. The Australian people are totally
MacKillop who thinks that Holland was reclaiming the land wrong. | won't put it to a referendum. | will not abolish the
200 years ago: you genius; you're a joke. Anyway, Mrstates by referendum; I will simply strangle them to death and
Speaker, | support the Kyoto Protocol. | support the membetlemand what’s happening.’ In that light, | think this chamber
for Colton’s motion; he should be congratulated on it. He hags falling into a mistake. If we cannot usurp the authority of
a seaside electorate. They are the ones who will bear the bruthie federal parliament—if they cannot usurp our authority,
of the ignorance of members opposite because of greenhouseither should we be usurping theirs. The foreign affairs
gases and global warming. treaties power are the sovereign rights of the commonwealth

Ms Rankine: And their federal colleagues. of Australia; not ours.

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: And their federal colleagues. We ~ Mr Koutsantonis: This is Olympic Dam, mate.
need to do something about it, and | think we are going inthe Mr BRINDAL : That is why | will come to Olympic Dam.

right direction. Olympic Dam is something that we can be concerned with.
Motion carried. The whole issue of the Kyoto Protocol comes down to a
sustainable world for the future, and it is not just about

OLYMPIC DAM PROJECT EXPANSION signing an agreement so that we can all feel good and pat
ourselves on the back. It is actually about doing something.

Adjourned debate on motion of Mr Williams: | put to members opposite that many of the countries that

That this house acknowledges the recent expansion announdeave willingly—in fact, some of the countries—
ments of Western Mining Corporation and congratulates the former  An honourable member interjecting:

Tonkin Liberal government, supported by the former Labor . i ; ;
Legislative Councillor, the Hon. Norm Foster MLC, for their strong Mr BRINDAL: | know. This is why this motion from the

support for the Olympic Dam project and the long term economidn€mber for MacKillop is relevant, because many of the
benefit to this state despite intense rejection at the time by the Lab@ountries which signed the Kyoto Protocol rushed along to

Party opposition, which was coordinated by a senior adviser who isign it. The first to put their signatures there will be the last

now the current Premier. to do anything. They will say, ‘We ratified the protocol. Well;
which Mr Snelling has moved to amend by deleting all wordswhat have you done?’ For decades and decades it will be
after ‘congratulates’ and insert: nothing. In contrast, the member for McKillop brings before

the Rann Labor government for its strong support and activéhe house this motion, and what a good motion it is. When the
efforts to work with Western Mining Company to expand the Tonkin Labor government, in spite of the best efforts of the
Olympic Dam Mine. Hon. Mike Rann—

(Continued from 7 April. Page 2229.) Mr KOUTSANTONIS: | rise on a point of order, sir. The

member for Unley has grossly insulted the Australian Labor

Mr BRINDAL (Unley): | wish to support the motion of  Party by calling us part of the Tonkin government. We were
the member for MacKillop in this house. not.

Mr Koutsantonis: Are you supporting the amendment?  The SPEAKER: That is not a point of order.

Mr BRINDAL: No; | am told | am not; and being a  Mr BRINDAL: That was a slip in my convoluted
person of vastly independent mind— thinking even to suggest that a man like David Tonkin could

Mr Koutsantonis: So much for the independence of the be associated with the ALP. | am glad that the member for
Liberal Party. West Torrens corrected me, because it is an insult to David

Mr BRINDAL: The member for West Torrens would do Tonkin’s memory. | apologise to the house for making that
well to note the Liberal Party is a very broad church. slip. It is a very important motion. When the Tonkin Labor

Mr Koutsantonis: They don’t want you in there anymore. government had the courage—

Mr BRINDAL: No; we are independent to do what we  Mr Koutsantonis: On a point of order, sir—
like. Unfortunately, because, unlike the member for West Mr BRINDAL: Sorry, the Tonkin Liberal government.
Torrens, | cannot be an expert on everything sometimes in tiehe member has been told that it is not a point of order, so
party | have to rely on people that | trust. | just asked twohe should sit down.
people that | trust what | am doing in this, and | was givenan Mr KOUTSANTONIS: | rise on a point of order, Mr

answer. Speaker. The member for Unley continues to insult the
Mr Koutsantonis: So did Dean Brown. Australian Labor Party.
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for West Torrens ~ The SPEAKER: Order! It is not a point of order. The
is out of order. member for West Torrens should not take frivolous points of

Mr BRINDAL: The reason | support this is that | listened order.
with interest to the last debate and, while | can support the Mr BRINDAL: | hope Hansard will correct that, because
sentiments of many speakers, | think that we are falling intat is not nice to associate David Tonkin with that lot. When
a trap in this parliament of firstly pre-empting, and | do notthe Tonkin Liberal government had the courage to take this
think that anyone in this parliament would be very happy thainitiative, it was opposed by the Australian Labor Party,
the Prime Minister seems to think that he can get up and teparticularly by the now Premier of this state, ignoring the
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matter of the royalties that would flow to this state—we could Mr BRINDAL: The member for Norwood is a great
afford to lose them. Itis a copper mine with a strong uraniunthampion of transport.

ore body in it, gold being another by-product. Incidentally,  Time expired.

all members of this house will know that the entire operation

at Roxby Downs is more than paid for simply from the gold Mr MEIER secured the adjournment of the debate.
extracted, and that the copper and uranium are in many ways

bonus products. But on a matter of political principle, it was [Sitting suspended from 12.59 to 2 p.m]
opposed. Good on them, because uranium was then a dirty
word; it was then a polluting factor in the environment. It was PLUMBING INDUSTRY

something the world feared.
This is where the two motions come together, and this is In reply toMr WILLIAMS (8 November 2004).
where the member for MacKillop and the Tonkin Liberal TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT: To the best of my recollection
government are to be supported and lauded simply becaudbg date the CEO of SA Water was asked to meet with the
with the advent of the Kyoto protocol, we are much morePlumbing Industry Association to address their concerns was
aware that uranium as a possible energy source for the futug# or about 18 October 2004.
cannot be ignored. It is the by-products of dissipating heat, | made public that | had asked the CEO to do so on ABC
in the same way that heat is dissipated from a coal poweadio on 19 October 2004.
station. It does not produce carbon monoxide, carbon dioxide
or other particulant matter which goes to the ozone layer and ADELAIDE SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
which acts as an envelope—
Mrs Geraghty: What do you get? A petition signed by 211 members of the South Australian
Mr BRINDAL : Largely, you get energy, and you get very Community requesting the house to urge the state and federal
little pollution with that energy. What is more, if you governments to adequately fund the Adelaide Symphony
rationally examine this, as horrific as Chernobyl was, if youOrchestra at its existing size and activity level, was presented
look at some of the other accidents and deaths in conventiongy Mr Hamilton-Smith.
power stations, if you add it all up, you will see how safe  Petition received.
nuclear power is on a statistical basis. Look at the number of
deaths in coal mines. Members of the Australian Labor Party PAPERSTABLED
should know that some of the hardest fought rights were for ) ]
miners. They died in droves of all sorts of diseases, because The following papers were laid on the table:
they were treated virtually like cattle in order to extract ore By the Minister for Transport (Hon. P.F. Conlon)—
for rich barons. That being the case, if you add up the Transport and Urban Planning, Department of—Report
possible benefits of the nuclear power industry to a future 2003-04—Addendum
world, they might be what saves this world, not destroys it. - gy the Minister for Education and Children’s Services
Whilst members opposite bleat about the Kyoto protocol, angion. J.D. Lomax-Smith)—

they bleat about this uranium industry, will one member of Senior Secondary Assessment Board of South Australia—

the Labor Party get up and tell me what the solution is? If we Report 2004

cannot have coal power fired stations— Teachers Registration Board—Report 2004.
Mr Koutsantonis: Nuclear fusion.
Mr BRINDAL: I thought that was a nuclear reaction— QUESTION TIME

Mr Koutsantonis interjecting:

The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for West
Torrens.

Mr BRINDAL : —which requires reagents. The point is
this: we are in a world where none of us wants to forgo our

power, comforts and those things that come with being a Fir inister for disability services. Will the minister advise the
World7country However, those things come at an environ! ouse whether all members of the Special Investigations Unit

ment and energy cost which is cripplingly high. If this world into complaints against FAYS staff are fully and correctly

and our civilisation is to survive into the future, we have toauthonsed to perform their duties? - .

find alternative sources of energy which do not cause the 1 heHon. JW.WEATHERILL (Minister for Families

inestimable damage currently being caused to our enviror@’d Communities): Can | ask the honourable member to

ments by the more primitive methods of burning coal and€Peat her question, but this time at andante rather than

fossil fuels. No-one would disagree with that fact. Nuclear2!!€9r0- o _ o

power may represent that alternative, and Roxby Downs MrsREDMOND: | will do it largo, if the minister would

might well be something which contributes not to thePrefer. o

destruction of the environment but to its salvation. Are there Membersinterjecting:

still problems with the nuclear industry? Probably, there are.  The SPEAKER: Order! Can the member for Heysen

Can we make it safer? Yes, we must. However, at the end ¢epeat the question.

the day, there were people who sat in chambers like this and Mrs REDMOND: My question is for the minister for

executed people for saying that the world was flat. Therglisability services: will the minister advise the house whether

were people who thought that the invention of the motor cagll members of the Special Investigations Unit into com-

would be the destruction of civilisation and those whoplaints against FAYS staff are fully and correctly authorised

protested against railways. With every step forward, theyo perform their duties?

have tried to hold us back. TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL: | am advised that they
Ms Ciccarello interjecting: are properly authorised to perform their duties.

FAMILY AND YOUTH SERVICES

MrsREDMOND (Heysen): My question is for the
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PUBLIC DENTAL SERVICE The government is pleased to support this initiative with
an allocation of $1 million, because it recognises that those
MrsGERAGHTY (Torrens): My question is to the transitional periods for children during the course of their
Minister for Health. What is the government doing to reduceschooling are the periods during which they often struggle to
the average waiting time for public dental treatment in Souttaccept the changes in a new school, and the outcomes can be
Australia? improved by co-location where there is familiarity with the
TheHon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health): The new school sites. It is helped, of course, when there are
government has done a lot. | am pleased to be able to inforfiamily groupings across various age groups. We know that
the house that public dental waiting lists and waiting timeshe outcomes in Stuart High School are extremely good and,
are plummeting under this government. The wait for publiddy improving the facilities and learning opportunities in the
dental treatment has now fallen by 22 months since mid-2002reas of visual arts, aquaculture, sport and IT, there will be
from 49 to 28 months. That is a drop of 45 per cent. Over th@reater opportunities for young people and the opportunity
same period, the number of people on the public dentdbr primary school children to use some of the facilities that
waiting list has fallen by 43 000, a drop of 42 per cent. Thes@therwise would be dedicated only to senior children.
falls can be directly linked to extra funding from the state The co-location on the site will produce a seamless
government. In the last two years we have injected an extraiansition. One of the reasons that the extra funding has been
$15.5 million into public dental programs, and this money isput into this project is to upgrade the facilities, refurbish some
starting to reap dividends. We have slashed almost two yeadd the new classrooms, improve the administration block,
from the waiting time for dental work compared with the improve the technology suites and improve the outdoor play
situation that we inherited from the previous government. areas because, clearly, outdoor areas suitable for older
This new money is both employing additional public children need to be modified to be suitable for smaller and
dental staff and being used to contract private dental cargounger children. We are absolutely committed to supporting
This means that even more dental services can be providéde schools’ initiative and helping it produce better outcomes
to people sooner. All up, this year, the state government wilfor young people. In fact, this co-location of schools will
spend almost $44 million on public dental care, includingproduce advantages for young people and those transitional
$13 million on the School Dental Service, $10 million on theareas will be better dealt with.
Adelaide Dental Hospital and $21 million on the Community  In response to some of the comments from across the
Dental Service. The money is being spent right around theoom, | think the opposition is skating on dangerous territory
state, including in country areas. Improving the availabilitywhen it criticises the government for electricity prices and
of dental care is a Labor priority, and we are certainlyschool closures. What an extraordinary bleating! Let us just
delivering that to the people of South Australia. remember those opposite closed 64 schools, and we have
Mr Hanna interjecting: opened one.
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Mitchell may The SPEAKER: Order! The minister can resume her seat.
not have to wait long for treatment, if he keeps interjecting:She is debating the question.

SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONSUNIT ALLEGATIONS, INVESTIGATION

MrsREDMOND (Heysen): My question is to the TheHon. |.P. LEWIS (Hammond): My question is to
Minister for Families and Communities. Does the ministerthe Premier. Is it the government’s intention to pay the legal
concede that, due to internal delays with authorisationg;0osts of the action being taken by the minister who is the
members of the Special Investigations Unit were not authorsubject of allegations of paedophilia?
ised for certain investigative actions that they performed?  TheHon. K.O. FOLEY (Deputy Premier): No legal

TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL (Minister for Families ~ costs will be paid by the government against any allegation
and Communities): | thank the honourable member for her involving serving members of parliament or former members

guestion, and no. of parliament. A request has been put to the government—I
would say unofficially—regarding legal costs as they relate
SCHOOLS, WHYALLA to serving members of the South Australia Police on which

the government has yet to make a determination. We will

MsBREUER (Giles): My question is to the Minister for make a determination on that issue for serving police officers
Education and Children’s Services. Will the relocation ofonly, not for current or former members of parliament.
Whyalla Stuart Primary and Junior Primary Schools to Stuart In my opinion, one would hope that the conclusion of
High School improve education outcomes for students inhose police investigations into these allegations will put to
Whyalla? rest once and for all the most unseemly smear campaign ever

TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Educa-  conducted by an elected member of parliament, his support
tion and Children’s Services): | thank the member for Giles staff and volunteers ever in the state’s history. But one should
for her question. She has been keenly involved in educationalbt automatically assume that police investigations will
change and progress in Whyalla, and | am delighted oncgmply be about the veracity of the allegations, and | am
again to support the initiatives put together by the communtalking only in terms of my personal view because these are
ity, the parents and the schools. We are very pleased wperational matters. | would assume that the actions of those
support their proposal to relocate Whyalla Stuart primary andhvolved in the campaign to distribute, promulgate and
junior primary schools to the Stuart High School site. Thisadvance these allegations would also be the subject of police
was not a program that was taken up with great speed but wasquiries.
one that was consulted widely with staff, community groups Issues, such as witness tampering and, perhaps, issues of
and individuals as a way of bringing together three schoolsriminal defamation and false allegations are all issues of a
to produce better outcomes for children. criminal nature, but we do not know, and maybe it will not
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come to that. Until those investigations are concluded, as | For the SIU to conduct investigations into suspected child abuse

said, we will not make a decision about serving members. Di¢ will be an essential prerequisite for its officers to be given

delegated authority . Without this power they would have very
p
I note that the member for Schubert had a chuckle? limited authority to question members of the public in relation to

Mr Venning: No. allegations of abuse against children and certainly would have no

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: No. power to insist on people answering questions or to provide written

Members interjecting: or oral information about a child.

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Well, members opposite are a That opinion went on to suggest that the draft delegations, not
little quiet now, because this has— yetissued, were not satisfactory and that either special laws

The SPEAK ER: Order! The member for Mitchell has a needed to be passed or new delegations had to be prepared.
point of order. The delegations ultimately were not issued until 21 August

Mr HANNA: | rise on a point of order, sir. | think that the 2004.
Deputy Premier has answered the question to the fullest TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL (Minister for Families

extent he could. and Communities): My answers to the earlier questions
The SPEAK ER: The Deputy Premier is getting close to rather clarify the position. All the relevant authorisations for
the end. the purpose of the conduct of the prosecution, which is really

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Yes, | am. | am answering a at the heart of this matter, have been in place. What would

very serious question about a serious matter from a memb8@ve illuminated this house was for the member for Heysen
of parliament who, | would think, should be taking someto tell us that the material she is talking about is material at
form of legal counsel himself. issue in a current criminal proceeding in our courts at the

moment. A former foster carer is presently before the courts

TheHon. |.P.LEWIS: As a supplementary question, and is seeking to challenge the way in which the Special
may | ask to whomever it is representing the Attorney-Investigations Unit has gone about its function. | have had
General today—and we have not had ministers, may pumerous pieces of correspondence going backwards and
observe, or the Premier indicating who will represent thenforwards between the solicitors for this individual and my
in their absence—whether the government is aware that tHginisterial office and department seeking to demand
lawyers acting for the said minister the subject of theinformation, put propositions to me and no doubt erect
allegations are also acting in the class action for the wards ¢fumerous legal defences to their effective prosecution within
the state who claim damages in consequence of their beirtfe courts of a very serious crime.
victims of abuse when they were wards of the state? The advice | have received is that all the relevant authori-

TheHon. K.O.FOLEY: | do not understand the sations were in place for the purposes of ensuring that the
guestion, but I would ask that you, sir, as the Speaker of thprosecution that is presently before the courts is to be
House, consider that these are matters pertaining to a curresitccessful, but that matter will be tested by the courts in due
police investigation. Matters that appearediie Advertiser ~ course and | do not want to venture into that debate. It is
today by Nigel Hunt would lead me to think that discussiondisappointing—and | have made this point on previous
concerning those matters may, indeed, have some form occasions—when we hear the legal arguments presently
impact on police investigations. | would like to take somebefore the courts essentially being echoed in this place,
counsel from the Police Commissioner. Indeed, | would asklespite the fact that | have said on numerous occasions that
you, sir, as Speaker, to advise— our advice is that the relevant authorisations were in place to

TheHon. |.P. Lewis: Itwould be a good idea if you did. allow the Special Investigations Unit to carry out its func-

The SPEAK ER: Order! The member for Hammond is out tions. This has led to a police prosecution and now somebody
of order. is before the courts charged with the most serious crimes

The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: —whether | am in a position to imaginable.
comment publicly prior to the conclusion of those police
investigations. EMPLOYMENT FORECAST

The SPEAKER: Members know that their actions in here ) Lo
should not prejudice any matters that are before the court or TheHon. PL. WHITE (Taylor): My question is to the
are likely to be before the courtin any way which would denyM[nlster for Employment,’ Training and Further Education.
people their rights or prejudice an outcome of proper justice/Vith reference to Drake’s quarterly employment forecast

released today, what are the estimates for jobs growth?

SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONSUNIT TheHon. SW.KEY (Minister for Employment,
Training and Further Education): | thank the member for

MrsREDMOND (Heysen): My question is to the Taylor for her question. South Australians can look forward
Minister for Families and Communities. In relation to theto 8 686 new jobs being created over the next three months
Special Investigations Unit, will the minister advise whetheror a 1.5 per cent increase in net employment. This is accord-
he has sought or obtained legal advice regarding the admissitg to the Drake International quarterly employment forecast
bility of any evidence obtained by investigators engaged byeleased today, as the member for Taylor said, for April to
the unit in the period between when they commencedune 2005. The Drake forecast surveyed 3 299 businesses
investigations and when they finally received authorisatiofirom 12 industry sectors and found that new full-time
to act? Department documents obtained by the oppositiopositions looked set to appear in the banking and finance and
indicate that two investigators were engaged by the Speci#the construction and engineering sectors. Hospitality and
Investigations Unit to conduct investigations prior to Maytourism is expected to create additional casual work. In real
2004. On 21 June 2004, the Crown Solicitor's Officeterms, after allowing for resignations and retirements, Drake
provided a legal opinion on the establishment of the unit, irsays that this will translate into 4 498 new full-time jobs and
which it advised: 2 303 new casual jobs for South Australians.
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On balance, 22.4 per cent of South Australian firmscannot guarantee jobs is because the government does not
surveyed said that they intended to recruit over the next threemploy those people. This outsourcing deal was one that you
months. This is an increase in 21.5 per cent recorded lagthought of a long time ago, but the simple truth is this: we are
quarter, and above the national average of 19.6 per cent. bt the employer.
suggests that job opportunities are spread across a large Mr Brokenshire interjecting:
number of our South Australian employers. Drake describes The Hon. PF. CONLON: You say you can guarantee the
the job outlook as extremely positive The forecast more thajobs; you cannot do it. You cannot do it because the employer
doubles the 3 322 positions predicted last quarter. Nationallis fully entitled to exercise the lawful rights of employers
Drake predicts an average of 1.23 per cent increase in nedroughout Australia. | point out that your fellow in Canberra
employment compared with the 1.5percent increaséas been working very hard to ensure that those lawful rights
predicted for South Australia. Whilst we do not want to rely are reduced year by year—and they are the real lawful rights
on survey predictions, they are helpful to us in working outof employees. We take our commitments genuinely. | have
where we are going in the labour market, and this, accompanet, not on one occasion but on two occasions, with the
nied by the ABS trend figures, shows that there has been acretary of the union, and | have had our people meet with
increase of 2 000 full-time jobs in South Australia in the lasthim too, in order to provide the information that might assist
month, and 20 200 new full-time jobs during the past year—in ensuring the maximum number of people possible are
which | think members will agree is very good news for us.transferred with a contract. We are doing everything we can.
Last month’s ABS figures showed that South AustraliaThat is because | am genuine about it—two meetings, last
received 9.1 per cent of the nation’s new jobs and this isveek, with the secretary of the union. 1 do not know how
obviously well above the state’s working age populationoften the honourable member met with the secretary of a
share which is 7.7 per cent. union when he was minister. | suggest it was probably close

to never, because we know that the rhetoric in this place from

TheHon. |.P. LEWIS (Hammond): | have a supplemen- the opposition is completely different to its behaviour in
tary question: does the government know what skills argiovernment. We know who outsourced the water contract and
likely to be required in the main in those increased jobs okhed thousands and thousands of jobs through outsourcing it.
which the minister has just given us detail and whether theyve know who privatised ETSA.
are available within the unemployed, and, if they are not, The SPEAKER: Order! The minister is now debating the
what is the government doing about it? question.

TheHon. SW. KEY: | would like to thank the member TheHon. P.F. CONL ON: | just make the point, sir, that
for Hammond for the question. There is quite a number Obmpty rhetoric in opposition is no match for action in
programs that | have reported in this house that we have pgiovernment.
in place to make sure that the supply and demand in the jo
market match up better than they have in the past. The SA EQUITY START HOME LOAN
Works program, as well as the Regions at Work program—
and if you remember, member for Hammond, the Regions at Mr O’BRIEN (Napier): My question is to the Minister
Work program is looking at trying to make sure that we notfor Housing. What has the initial response been to the Equity
only have people in the region working together but we als&@tart Home Loan product announced in the Housing Plan for
look at people seeking work, wanting to be part of the labouSouth Australia?
market, and also the skills that are required by industry and TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL (Minister for Hous-
the three levels of government and the community sector iimg): The initial response to the new HomeStart loan product,
that region. Equity Start, has been very heartening. Equity Start will aim

So, we have put quite an extensive program in place ont® create new home ownership opportunities for people in
regional level, as well as on a more macro level. We have public and community housing. The product is aimed at
work force development strategy where we are working witrencouraging about 1 000 social housing tenants into home
nine skills industry forums to make sure that we are veryownership for the first time. This is very important at a time
clear about not only what strategy we need but also what our history when we are seeing reports of dramatically
targets we need to achieve with young people, and also wittalling rates of home affordability and, after decades of cuts
people in the community who wish to change their vocationsto the basic social supports, we are seeing an increasing level
I would be more than happy, if the honourable member i®f targeting of public housing. For a decade of economic
interested, to provide a briefing for his electorate, or for thgationalism, we have seen many social supports stripped

whole of South Australia. away. The Labor government here understands that home
ownership is central to people’s sense of having some
BUSDRIVERS security in the community. | will be launching Equity Start

formally later this month, but we have been taking expres-
Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): Will the Minister for  sions of interest since the announcement of the Housing Plan
Transport guarantee now the jobs of 139 existing bus driveris early March.
following the minister's meeting with Mr Alex Gallagher, last  Following early advice, | am delighted that as many as
Wednesday 6 April? Last Wednesday the minister said tha 600 people have registered their interest in this initiative,
he would meet with Mr Gallagher to see what could be doneind | have asked HomeStart to contact the applicants next
to protect the jobs of bus drivers affected by the governmenieek to inform them of the eligibility criteria. This will be

awarding contracts to different service providers. followed up with information packs being posted to all those
The SPEAKER: The question is hypothetical to some who have been registered. The aim of this project is to do two
degree, but the minister can respond. things. One is to allow social housing tenants the opportunity

TheHon. PF. CONLON (Minister for Transport): Can  of making their own home theirs in a real sense through
| explain to the member for Mawson that the reason that bwnership, but also by putting together a pool of money that
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will drive innovation in the affordable housing sector. We drug driving bill, which was intended to help save lives on

believe that with the initial good reception that this initiative South Australia’s roads?

has received, we can drive innovation. We have put $15 mil- TheHon. PF. CONLON (Minister for Transport): The

lion into this off the budget, together with the $93-odd mil- bill to which the member for Mawson has referred, and which
lion that we hope to create from the Equity Start project andny revered colleague the member for Taylor first dealt with,
the $15 million to accelerate urban renewal projects. Thiss out for consultation. The real problem the members for
provides a fantastic new opportunity to drive affordableMawson and Schubert have is not that they do not like the bill

housing initiatives throughout South Australia. that is out for consultation (I am sure they do not disagree
with consultation) but that they are not the government. The
BUSDRIVERS member for Mawson has to come to terms with the fact that

he is not a member of the government. We are the govern-

Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): My questionisto the ment; we draft the legislation, and we put it out for consulta-
Minister for Employment, Training and Further Education.tion. | have been the Minister for Transport now for two
Why is the minister training and offering employment weeks; they were the government for 8% years. Drugs have
incentives to create additional new bus drivers at a cost of upot crept into the community in the last three years. We have
to $7 000 when 139 fully qualified and experienced busput the bill out for consultation.
drivers are yet to find employment due to the government Mr Wlliams interjecting:
awarding the contract to Torrens Transit and Southlink? The SPEAK ER: Order, the member for MacKillop!

TheHon. SW.KEY (Minister for Employment, TheHon. PF. CONLON: The real aggravation they have
Training and Further Education): First of all, I thank the  is that they not are the government, and it is my firm ambition
member for his question. | will need some further informationthat that situation remains for as long as humanly possible.
from him, and | would also need to check the claims that he
is making. If he is talking about the current drivers that Mr BROKENSHIRE: | have a supplementary question.
previously were part of the public sector, there is a differentVill the minister introduce the government’s proposed
profile to the programs that we are supporting through Souttegislation immediately for debate and introduction and, with
Australian works for long-distance drivers and also driverdotal bipartisan support, get it through the parliament in two
in remote areas. If the member is happy to provide me withweeks in order to save lives?
more details, | will make sure that | can answer that question TheHon. P.F. CONLON: | will go more slowly: the bill
for him. is out for consultation.

Mr Brokenshire: Bring itin now. Come on, get serious!
WAR MEMORIAL The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Mawson started

off very well. I do not know what went wrong, but he is now
Ms CICCARELLO (Norwood): My question is to the  reverting back to his bad ways.
Minister for Administrative Services. How is the government

ensuring that the World War Il memorial is ready for the BUSDRIVERS
Anzac Day ceremonies? ) o o
TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Administrative Mr HANNA (Mitchell): My question is to the Minister

Services): | thank the member for Norwood for her question for Transport.

and her strong interest in this area. The government is TheHon. P.F. Conlon interjecting:

committed to the recognition of South Australians who fought The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister for Transport is out
for their country. To provide necessary restoration work toof order.

the War Memorial, the government accessed the specialist Mr HANNA: When the Rann Labor government was
services of Art-Lab Australia to repatinate the bronzeputting together the tender documents for bus services, why
memorial tablets. Two highly trained conservators werglid it notinsist on a clause that would have ensured continu-
engaged to do the work on condition that it would beation of employment for those bus drivers already engaged
completed before Anzac Day. The project involved highlight-with bus service providers?

ing the names on the memorial of all those who gave their Membersinterjecting:

lives defending Australia. Micro-crystalline wax was then ~ TheHon. P.F. Conlon: Why didn’t you think of it?

applied to the bronze memorial to protect and sustain the Mr Brokenshire interjecting:

surface. The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for Mawson.

I am advised that the result is considered to be outstandirige is defying the chair. I point out that the warnings issued
and a testament to the skills and knowledge that are available two members this morning are still in force. The Minister
in Australia. | understand that the Executive Director of thefor Transport.

Returned and Servicemen’s League of South Australia has TheHon. PF. CONLON (Minister for Transport): It
highly praised this work. This very significant project hasis a better question than any the member for Mawson has
been completed to an exacting time line to enable us téhought of. Obviously, | was not the minister at that time—
recognise these very special South Australians on Anzac Day. Membersinterjecting:
TheHon. P.F. CONLON: Well, | have been the Minister
DRUG DRIVING, TESTING for Transport for two weeks. Generally, the process is
considerably longer. | am sure it was handled very well, but

Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): Will the Minister for | will have to find that out. At least the member for Mitchell
Police advise the house when the government intends tasks a question for which | have to find a substantial answer.
introduce its proposed legislation to provide for random drugNo wonder you thought it was a good question. Perhaps you
driving testing, given that yesterday the government used itshould take him on as a consultant, and he could do that
numbers to close down debate on the member for Schubertsarket research for you. | will bring back the answer.
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GRANTS SCHOOLS, STUDENT ASSAULTS

Dr McFETRIDGE (Morphett): My question is to the MsCHAPMAN (Bragg): My question is to the Minister
Minister for Recreation, Sport and Racing. Why did thefor Education and Children’s Services. What is the govern-
minister ignore well-established protocols by allowing onement doing to assist with the financial reimbursement and
of the Premier’s staff, the Labor candidate for Stuart, tceducation needs of a 13-year-old student who was assaulted
announce a $28 000 grant to the Port Augusta Footbably another student at Windsor Gardens School in June 2004,
Association when it has always been the convention that thend what is the government doing to protect other children
local member announces such grants? from such incidents on school grounds?

TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Recreation, | was advised that in June last year a 13 year old student
Sport and Racing): These announcements that have beemt the school was assaulted by another student, who has since
made in the past few days are good news for the whole of theeen convicted of assault occasioning actual bodily harm with
community. | ensured—and | hope the member will verifya penalty including 30 hours’ community service and a
this—that the member for Stuart was informed of the grantd 2 month restraining order. Further, the victim received a
that were made available to his electorate. To the best of migroken nose, cracked eye socket and fractured cheek bone.
memory, last week he asked me about grants for his electoBhe spent three hours in surgery and three days in hospital,
ate, and | ensured that he was informed of that informatiofiad six months of therapy with a psychiatrist and missed
before any public announcement was made. months of school. The family has advised me that the

education department, only in the last few days in responding
to a request for financial assistance, said, ‘This is not the
HOMELESSNESS department’s problem’ and, ‘Get a solicitor.’

Ms BEDFORD (Florey): My question is to the Minister ~ TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Educa-
for Housing. How are South Australians contributing to thetion and Children’s Services): | thank the member for
awareness of homelessness in our community? Bragg for her question. As ever, | would not take her version
S of the events as reflecting what was said and, if she has any
Membersinterjecting: evidence about the conversations, | would be very pleased to
The SPEAK ER: Order! When the house comes to orderlook at those conversations and examine what was said, and
I will call the Minister for Housing. by whom.

TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL (Minister for Hous- However, in the matter that is being discussed, certainly
ing): Yesterday, | had great pleasure in launching a nationdl understand that the people involved are seeking legal
magazine calle@xclusion/Inclusion. This is an edition of the  advice. There have been considerable discussions about what
Council to Homeless PersoRarity magazine, which is an might occur and therefore it would not be appropriate for me
outstanding publication. It contains contributions from ato discuss those matters in this place. However, | will say
number of leaders in the homelessness sector across Auat, if this is the student about whom | do know and | have
ralia. A close look was taken at our social inclusion initiativehad briefings on a related matter, there have been several
in this issue, and it is heartening to see that South Australiarissues in the young person’s life and there has been a
were at the centre of those contributions. considerable amount of assistance in terms of equipment,
special calculators and computer equipment in order to

Sou_th Australians made valuable contr|but|_ons to th|sS port that young person’s study. But, veering towards a
magazine, and there was a real focus on and excitement ab(%HLg)

the particular leadership role that South Australia is taking in cussion of legal action woulld not be proper in this place.
the homelessness sector. | was pleased to see contributions .

from the Chair of our Social Inclusion Board, Monsignor ~MSCHAPMAN: | have a supplementary question. What
David Cappo; Michelle Slatter, a leading academic from@ction is t_he government taking to protect other children from
Flinders University who has worked extensively with these incidents on school grounds?

AHURI; Janet Atkins, policy officer at our peak housing  TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: | thank the member for
organisation, Shelter SA; David Waterford of the SocialBragg for her question. She would realise that, where there
Inclusion Unit; and Andrew Beer from AHURI. was a criminal offence, as in this case, it is clearly against the

The contributors to th@arity magazine acknowledged law and there are actions that are taken under those circum-

that South Australia is the first state to have set up a soci@t@nces- The reality is that we have implemented a very
inclusion unit. We are also highly regarded for the way inextensive system of anti-bullying. We have set up a curricu-

which we have set ambitious targets to achieve a reductio™ that has gone through all our schools. We are working

in homelessness. We are investing $20 million over five yeardSSiduously to prevent bullying. We have protective mecha-
to back up this commitment. The state housing plan is alsBiS™S in place, training, programs and curriculum develop-
making an important contribution to reducing homelessnesdient. We have made extensive progress from the position we
in our state. This plan is about more than just providingherited from the last government.

shelter for somebody; it is about the crucial provision of Clearly, bullying is a matter that we feel strongly about.
support services to assist people to sustain themselves irBaillying in the schoolyard is very much akin to bullying in
tenancy and to make sure that they do not become at risk ¢iie workplace and domestic violence, and the outcomes of
homelessness and are able to make a success of themselfaling to deal with these episodes early in a person’s
within their community. This magazine indicates that Southoffending history are very significant. We have taken action
Australia is at the forefront of thinking about homelessnesb®ecause we realise that these young people, both victims and
in this country, and there is every prospect of our achievingerpetrators, are at risk of further issues in their lives and
our ambitious targets. intervention is necessary, and we are taking it.
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ZOOM! FILM AWARDS bargaining is not a matter that is conducted on the floor of
this chamber.
MsTHOMPSON (Reynell): My question is to the
Minister for Youth. How are the achievements of young MsCHAPMAN: As a supplementary question: is it the
filmmakers being recognised in South Australia? government’s proposal to restore the rights for schools to
TheHon. SW.KEY (Minister for Youth): I thank the select their own teachers? It is nothing to do with the EB.
memberfgr Reynell for her question. Or_l Saturday’rught I will The SPEAKER: The minister does not wish to answer.
be attending the annual Zoom! young filmmakers’ awards at o o )
the Mercury Cinema. The Zoom! awards are a great celebra- TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Administrative
tion of short filmmaking and create an exciting, competitiveSer vices): The minister has already correctly informed the
environment to challenge and reward upcoming generatiorf@ember for Bragg that negotiations on enterprise bargaining
of South Australian filmmakers. Fostering creativity is partdo not occur in this chamber.
of the South Australian Strategic Plan, and growth and expan- Ms Chapman: She just said that.
sion of South Australia’s film, television and audio-visual  thaHon. M.J. WRIGHT: | should not have to repeat it
sectors plays an important part in achieving this objective. 55 4 resyit of another question. | am the minister responsible
Human rights for young people is the theme of a newq negotiations with respect to enterprise bargaining. | do not
category that has been introduced this year. The Zoom! youtseq 1o remind either the honourable member or the member

rights award will have a prize of $5 000 for the best film, f5r Mawson how negotiations for enterprise bargaining occur.
documentary or animation on a human rights theme, and is

open to emerging filmmakers under the age of 25 years.
Human rights is one of the great and important subjects of our ~ DISABILITY SERVICES, PORT AUGUSTA
time. Young people take on these issues, and how human

rights will apply to their lives | am sure will make a compel- ~ Mr SNELLING (Playford): My question is to the
ling and powerful story. Minister for Disability. How is the government improving

We already have a fine tradition in South Australia inS€rVices and support to people with a disability and their

filmmaking but the government believes it is really important/@Milies in the Port Augusta region?
to ensure that there are younger people entering this field. I Mr Brokenshire interjecting:
hope that this new prize, which is through the Office for  The Hon. JW. WEATHERILL (Minister for Disabili-
Youth, will be an investment in making sure that we have thgyy: |n fact, Mr Jarvis was with me when I launched the Port
interest, thought and production on this very important themeaygusta Regional Disability Plan. He was the beneficiary of
much community gratitude when he stood next to me as |
TEACHER SELECTION announced a new Port Augusta Regional Disability Plan,
which maps out a three-year plan for a stronger grass roots
approach for people helping someone with a disability. This
lan came about as a result of extensive community engage-
ent, many workshops and 40 groups within the Port
ugusta region. The plan will include a range of initiatives
0 ensure that people and their carers are given increased
access to health support and educational and recreational
rvices to improve their quality of life.

MsCHAPMAN (Bragg): Again, my question is to the
Minister for Education and Children’s Services. Will the right
be restored for school communities to select their ow
teachers? | note that an article in thedependent Weekly
reported that the Chief Executive Officer of the DepartmentA
of Education, Mr Steve Marshall, is ‘charged with imple-
menting the state government’s education reform agend
which may eventually see public school communities choos- ) ) .
ing their own teachers. The Australian Education Union The regional plan includes the development of respite
(AEU), as part of its current enterprise bargain negotiations?Ptions (including day options and emergency respite), a
has rejected the government's proposed model of merit selet@nge of sport and recreation options (including a transport

tion for all staff. On its web site, the union has also told its2nd pedestrian access group), a training and health support
members: planning group will look at staffing issues and another group
- will look at developing communication tools about services,
The government has indicated that they have a strong preference - : . . . .
for local selection of all school and pre-school staff on merit, buticluding developing a web site. This collective commitment
have indicated a preparedness to examine modifications to schody the local community and the government services within
choice processes. it to improve the state and scope of services for people with
MrsGERAGHTY: | rise on a point of order, sir. Before @ disability in this region is a fantastic example of cooperation
you call the minister, on two occasions today the explanatiognd planning.
to a question has gone either into debate or been almost a There are some desperate circumstances in our regional
grievance, and | ask that you examine that matter. and remote communities, especially amongst the Aboriginal
The SPEAKER: I remind members that explanations arecommunities. Acquired brain injury and intellectual disability
that: they should not be debate. The minister for educatiorare the predominant disabilities in this region, with more than
TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Educa-  a quarter of people with a disability having acquired brain
tion and Children’s Services): | thank the member for injury. Thatis why | was pleased to see the real cooperation
Bragg for her question, because she will, of course, know thatith indigenous elders regarding the particular and urgent
this government does support excellence in teachers. Weeeds of indigenous communities. This, together with the
support the professionalism of those teachers within thadditional resources we provided to Miriam High when | was
public education system. Unlike some of the comments thah Port Augusta a few weeks ago, was well received by the
we hear from across the room, we always recognise that tteommunity and demonstrates the South Australian Labor
quality of our education system depends on the quality andovernment’s commitment to the regions and to the Port
professionalism of our teachers. Having said that, enterpriskugusta area.
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MIGRANTS, SKILLED vices. This can include the purchasing of equipment and fur-
niture to assist them to move into independent living arrange-
Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop): My question is to the ments and all agencies within the Department of Families and
Minister for Regional Development. What action has theCommunities should be working closely together to ensure
minister taken to ensure that regional employers continue tthat our guardianship children receive these things.
have access to skilled migrants, given that the state govern- | have made very clear in my department that these
ment, rather than individual employers, has chosen to sponsehildren need to be treated as we would treat our own
skilled migrants itself? The opposition has been informecthildren. For all intents and purposes we are their parents: we
that, since the state government began to sponsor migrantsghould behave like good parents and make sure they get
South Australia, regional employers are unable to attracidequate transition and support. | am alarmed to hear what
skilled migrants to fill positions where unemployment ratesshe says. | will ask her for more details about his particular
are very low. Employers have said that this was not an issugase and we will make sure that that situation is reversed. |
when individual regional employers sponsored the migrantsjo not want this young person worrying about this while they
ensuring that those workers stayed in regional areas for are considering their matriculation exams.
least three years.

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY (Minister Assisting the YOUTH ACCOMMODATION
Premier in Economic Development): As minister—
Members interjecting: MrsREDMOND (Heysen): Firstly, | would like to thank

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: No, there is a very important the Minister for Families and Communities for his very
reason for my answering this question. | have responsibilitpositive response to that question. | have another question for
for population policy in the migration program, as Minister the minister: is the minister able to provide a breakdown of
Assisting the Premier in Economic Development. the cost of providing children with hotel or motel accommo-

Ms Chapman interjecting: dation under supervision, as compared with the cost of

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: We just have to assume that maintaining children in government owned homes? | have
every time somebody stands the member for Bragg has dt€en advised that three houses formerly owned by SOS

opinion on something. It is a good question: | do not knowChildren’s Village, but taken over by the department last
the answer to that. | will inquire and come back to theyear, have remained vacant, but over many months numbers

member privately, if you would like, directly with an answer. Of qhildren under the minister’s care have been accommodat-

The Hon. P.F. Conlon interjecting; ed in motel rooms.

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: | am sure that we can be  TheHon.JW.WEATHERILL (Minister for Families
confident that the member for MacKillop will distribute the and Communities): | cannot quite follow that question but
answer to his colleagues. | will find out the answer becauskunderstand that the suggestion is that somehow it is more
I would find it difficult to accept a proposition where our expensive to have these homes that we have available than
migrant program, a significant policy and involving a it is to provide them with accommodation in motel rooms,
significant financial contribution by the state, is in any wayand that is true; it is a much more expensive model. But the
being undermined. | am not saying that what the honourablgare that is provided in hotel rooms is not optimal, and they
member is saying is not correct, but it is difficult to see itare not always available at short notice. It is not an environ-
occurring. | will check it out and come back to the house. ment where anyone should be kept, preferably not at all, but

certainly not for any length of time. It is not an environment
STATE WARDS where somebody can become settled and established in a
home environment. The member for Heysen talks about two

MrsREDMOND (Heysen): My question is to the separate sets of housing. We have the SOS village, which we
Minister for Families and Communities. Will the minister were forced to take over because the previous non-
advise what assistance will be provided to a young persogovernment organisation decided that it did not want to
under the care of the state when she turns 18 years? | hagentinue that role. So, we are managing that set of cottages
received advice that a young woman under the minister’s caffer the benefit of the children who were placed there with the
and currently aged 17 years is facing eviction, withoutold SOS village. Our prime concern was to make sure that we
support or assistance, when she turns 18 later this year. Thigd not disrupt their home life.
young lady is currently undertaking year 12 studies, which  As for the balance of the homes that exist within that
she wishes to finish, but she has been advised that up@@ttage, | would expect that use is being made of those homes
turning 18 years she will no longer be accommodated undeghen, and if, it is appropriate to take that opportunity up. We
her current arrangements and nor will the Department foyyij| always seek to use a home environment where we
Families and Communities assist her to obtain Housing Trugfossibly can rather than an institutional environment—
accommodation. whether it be a motel or some other facility. So, | will check

TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL (Minister for Families  the precise details that the member for Heysen raises, but
and Communities): | thank the honourable member for her certainly it is a much more preferable option, than the set of
question and | am very alarmed to hear that report. If she hagrangements that we have put in place, and there should be
been told that, it is erroneous advice. We take seriously ouj reduction in the amount of time that we spend with young
responsibilities to assist young adults in planning the nexpeople in motels.
phase of their life—their transition from care into independ-
ent living arrangements. We engage with the Housing Trust SCHOOLS, ABSENTEEISM
on that very issue.

Through the excellent initiative of the Minister for Youth, Mr SCALZI (Hartley): My question is to the Minister
the Dame Roma Mitchell Trust Fund, provides resources tfor Education and Children’s Services. Following my
assist former guardianship children to access relevant seguestion on 5 April 2005, can the minister confirm whether
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absenteeism rates for South Australia’s state schools have For the benefit of the member for Flinders, what happens
worsened in the last 12 months, and whether the DECS repdrt terms of the transmission line is that the company to which
based on 2004 will be tabled? her government sold the transmission system now goes to the
TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Educa-  ACCC, a body we do not control, and the ACCC decides how
tion and Children’s Services): | thank the member for his much investment that transmission company had. | know that
question. As | said previously, | have not yet received thes a very quick and short lesson, but | am sure now that the
data finalised from last year. He is quite right. | think he hasnember for Flinders understands that the government does
had representations from teachers in schools who have quitgt own and it does not even control the investment deci-
rightly pointed out that the blow torch is upon them aboutsjons, nor does it regulate the investment decisions, as a result
absenteeism and attendance. Schools have been sending guthe disastrous decision of the former Liberal government.

notices to parents saying that in the future we expect to know The SPEAKER: Order! The minister is debatina the
when absenteeism is authorised or unauthorised. One of tl% estion ) ’ 9
i .

issues about school attendance is that previously the data w; L
soft in that we knew if there was non-attendance, but we were Mr Goldsworthy interjecting:
never certain how many of those non-attenders had a valid The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Kavel is out of
reason not to be present. We want the data to be correct, agtder.
the first step was to make sure that parents realise how MsRankine: You supported the sale.
important itis to send their children to school every day, and The SPEAKER: Order! The member for anht is out
most significantly how important it is to get them there onof order. | call the member for Unley.
time so that they are not late or in trouble; and, in particular,
to recognise that every day adds up and that there are
cumulative losses to their educational outcomes. Those
children who are poor attenders and late attenders tend to be
under-achievers and tend to eventually be drop-outs. We want Mr BRINDAL (Unley): My question is to the Premier or
every child to have a chance. We want every child to do wellpossibly, in his absence, the Minister for the River Murray.
We have made a clear direction; we have changed policwhat is the government of South Australia doing to support
from the previous government. Absenteeism is a major focusr not support the twin lakes project, which was developed
for action. We have action zones and funded programs, arsl Root and Brown but which is actually supported now in
every school knows that we are watching, counting ang slightly amended form by the Murray-Darling Association,
measuring. In the time we have been in government, thgnd which came to have, as one of its strongest advocates,
number of authorised absences has risen in the number ofggp Blackmore, since it will save virtually all the environ-
Mr BRINDAL: | rise on a point of order. The question mental water needed for the river? Is the government
was very simple: will the minister release the table? | am siclgrepared to advance this cause with Canberra?
of listening to a lecture on government policy inanswertoa TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD (Minister for the River

TWIN LAKES PROJECT

statistical question. . o Murray): | thank the member for Unley for his question. The
The SPEAKER: | uphold the point of order. The minister project he refers to is not actually a project as yet: it is a
was starting to debate the issue. concept, which has been promoted by Mr Tony Read. What

] the project will provide, if the concept is worked up, is an
Mr SCALZI: | have a supplementary question. | aminner jake and an outer lake down at Lake Alexandrina, the
pleased that the minister has set the blowtorch, but when afgiention of which is to provide more tidal flows to keep the

we going to see the light of the report? _ mouth open and to reduce evaporation from the lakes area.
The SPEAKER: Because the member commented, | will on, the surface, it seems like an admirable project and, as a

rule that out of order. consequence, some work is being undertaken by the Murray-
Darling Basin Ministerial Council to do some modelling to
POWERLINES, EYRE PENINSULA see whether or not the concept actually has merit and whether

. - . or not it can proceed to become a project that will be
IfrasuctUTe advise the houae whether the government hS@NSIdered: However, its n the very early stages.
9 The initial concept put forward has been shown to have

Egkggcinﬁgcﬂfg g(ir;%\r/z]air? :gggs ;@g”r',aefﬁypi‘gf,rggf glu"tome serious deficiencies, which have been identified by the

132 kilovolt line from Port Augusta that services the WholemOde”!ng_ that has been d(_)ne b_y the Murray-Darling Basin
Eyre Peninsula region, including Port Lincoln? Commission, for the work is being undertaken by both the
proponent of the concept and also the Murray-Darling Basin
Commission. The important thing to realise, though, is there

The member for Mawson says it is a good question. Has th re a .IOt of people W'th a lot of ideas out there, and TOW
government taken any action to put in a back up line? | hav 'ead is one of them. It is important to not'e that the commis-
some breaking news for the member for Flinders. Her govSIo™ &S Wel! as the state of South Australia, .take seriously all
ernment privatised the industry. It is owned by the private?rol€cts or ideas that appear to have merit, and the South
sector. The government no longer owns the transmission syAustralian government will support them. However, at this
tem or the distribution system, therefore, we do not build exstage, it is just a concept, and that concept is being investi-
tensions to it. | agree that it was a terrible idea to privatisgated.
transmission and distribution, but that is what the opposition

did. Thatis why we do not build transmission or distribution
systems.

Mr Brokenshire interjecting:
TheHon. PF. CONLON (Minister for Infrastructure):
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office since 1966, while it goes about assisting the needy in

GRIEVANCE DEBATE our community,
It is absolutely outrageous for the Minister for Transport
TRAVELLERS AID SOCIETY to come into this place and preach to members in his usual

theatrical manner when real issues are raised with regard to

MrsHALL (Morialta): This afternoon | want to raise the this government’s treatment of a community organisation. |
issue of the Travellers’ Aid Society. | believe the Minister for urge the Minister for Transport to review what he has told
Transport owes this house an apology regarding the Travelbis house and to ir_1 future hold his tongue and stop omitting
lers’ Aid Society. In question time on Tuesday, the ministerto tell the truth to this chamber about such an important issue.
provided information about an issue | had raised the previousOr & government that professes to be honest and transparent,
day about the future of the Travellers’ Aid Society. In hisWhat he did in answering the question yesterday was utterly
customary arrogant, albeit theatrical, fashion, the ministefPpalling, and he should apologise.
attempted to demean my concerns regarding the forced Time expired.
relocation of the society. He suggested that | check the
accuracy of explanations to my questions in the future. | have CRABBING

done just that. | am very happy to inform the house of the ) . . .
reasons for my concern then and now about the treatment of M CAICA (Colton): One of the joys of life is to sit
own after a day’s fishing and, after all the jobs have been

a community body that has served this state for over . e
century. y y completed (the cleaning of the gear and the filleting of the
fish), to eat the catch and wash it down with one or two great

The Travellers’ Aid Society is a non-profit organisation g, b Australian wines or, in the case of crabs, to have a cold
which is based at the Adelaide Railway Station, which hagee south Australia—and, in particular, Adelaide—is one

served this community since 1887. Dedicated volunteers givgs i1 greatest places in the world to live. | know that
assistance to travellers, many of whom are dlsadvantageS:embers would agree that it must rank with the very best
EUCh f‘s V'Ctk']m?] of dgmestt)lc \llqlotljencg ﬂ%%'ng to saflety, thd?)laces on this planet in which to live. We have fresh produce
omeless who have been bashed and robbed, people neediifhiiaple to us, we have access to very good health care and
to travel to a court appearance, or parents who require hefRyation. we live in a clean environment—indeed, the

in collecting children for holiday access. Until now, the ,oqn1e of Adelaide and the people of South Australia must
society has operated out of rent free premises in the railway,, 1o envy of other peoples around the world because of

station. | emphasise that it has been rent free in recognitiofy,5t we have.

of their nc_)n-proflt status and the generous help they offer the On the Easter weekend | was able with my son, Simon, to
community. wander down to Henley jetty around midnight and catch
I was recently advised by a concerned constituent that thenough sand crabs and a few blueys to have a beautiful feed
society had been removed from its premises in order to allowhe next day. On Easter Monday | was able to go down
TransAdelaide to take over the office for its own purposestowards Grange and catch a few beautiful mullet. | know that
I was further advised that no alternative accommodation hagome of my colleagues do not think that mullet are good-
been arranged. Indeed, a note on the door of the societytgsting, but | am sure that if | cooked it for them they would
former premises still advises that it will not be open as of 24enjoy that particular fish. If | did not have to be here today,
March and that the society was hopeful of opening a newiater on this evening or tonight | would be able to do exactly
office in due course. They are hardly the words of anthe same thing along our local coastline. We are fortunate to
organisation that has been looked after by TransAdelaide angle in Adelaide, and it is critical that we make sure that we
FhIS government. As | have explained, | raised these concerfreserve for the future all those things that make South
in the house, only to be ridiculed by the minister the follow- Australia and Adelaide a great place to live. Itis our responsi-
ing day, who apparently had, as promised, and in his owRjlity to ensure that future generations are able to enjoy all the
words, ‘checked the veracity of my unsourced advice’.  benefits and more that we who live here today have available
The minister claimed that TransAdelaide, in conjunctionto us.
with DAIS, had assisted the Travellers’ Aid Society in | hear members saying, ‘Why doesn’t Caica get to the
finding new accommodation and was helping to carry out goint?’ Well, | will do that now. Over the past 12 months |
refurbishment. Importantly, the minister claimed that advicehave approached minister McEwen on a few occasions to
was given to the Travellers’ Aid Society in November 2004express my concern about a commercial crabber who is
that operations in the existing premises were to cease on 3perating off the metropolitan coastline, sometimes signifi-
March. What he did not inform the house is as follows. Mycantly less than a kilometre out from the shoreline. | have
discussions with the Travellers’ Aid Society, since hisalso spoken to officers of the department of fisheries who
revelations, have shown the society received no written noticeave, in turn, spoken to this particular commercial crabber.
until 8 February this year when, in a letter to the Treasurer of he deal that is supposed to exist with this crabber is what |
the society (and note it was not the President or the Secrenderstand to be a gentleman’s agreement under which this
tary), TransAdelaide advised that there ‘may be potential’ foperson, who operates out of Outer Harbour and Port Ade-
them to take up new premises in the railway station, and | askaide, is not to set pots off the metropolitan coastline of
members to note the word ‘potential’. The assistance that thadelaide. He has consistently broken this gentleman’s
minister speaks so proudly of was an offer contingent on aagreement, despite being advised by departmental officers
agreement to commit to an annual lease at a starting renttiat the agreement be observed.
rate of $7 650 a year. Incidentally, a subsequent request to the Only yesterday when | took our dog for a walk on the
DAIS minister for rental assistance (as recommended bpeach early in the morning, | observed the crabber again
TransAdelaide in its letter) was rejected—and this to a noteperating off the coastline. | rang the department and was
for-profit organisation that has operated rent free in thainformed that they had received complaints from many
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recreational crabbers as well as local residents and that thi®nduct which occurred outside of a direct student-teacher
had been happening again for several days. Indeed, rélationship but breached a relationship of trust); and another
understand that he had set his crab pots only several hundreghcher who was found guilty of improper and disgraceful
metres off West Lakes from the high water mark. conduct involving the supervision of three male students
The minister has been reasonable with respect to thiggain a direct breach of the relationship of trust). There were
matter. He has tried through his departmental officers tother inquiries relevant to disgraceful and improper conduct
speak to this crabber about the gentleman’s agreement thiait, due to either lack of services or insufficient evidence,
exists, but it is clear to me that this person is no gentlemathey were adjourned sine die.
and that he is incapable of keeping his side of the agreement, This is a disturbing result that has been tabled today and
despite the warnings that have been issued by the departmerminds us in this house, and particularly the ministers
As | said, | spoke to departmental officers again yesterdayesponsible, on a daily basis of the importance of protecting
morning and | will speak to the minister again. our children who are in the daily institutional care of the
If this crabber continues to flout the gentleman’s handminister while they are at school. Also, equally disturbing, we
shake agreement, | believe it is time for the minister to givereceived a report from the Department of Further Education,
serious consideration to issuing a notice under section 43 &mployment, Science and Technology which tells us that, as
the Fisheries Act, which would temporarily prohibit certain of 2004, we have 8 700 students who are under the age of
fishing activities within that area of which | speak: that is, thel8 years enrolled in TAFE courses. This is the public
metropolitan coastline. There are plenty of crabs out there &ducation system set up for the purposes of training and
the moment, and this commercial crabber does not need to secation. It is therefore very important to again protect
pots adjacent to the Henley and Grange jetties and thstudents within this institution. The minister has assured me,
coastline where recreational crabbers are able to enjoy ttand | accept this and | indeed see such an indication in the
pleasure of catching a feed of crabs. report, that there was some review undertaken last year to
So, | believe that it is certainly time now for the minister deal with the protection of children in TAFE premises.
to give serious consideration to issuing that notice. As | said, But what is concerning is that there is no intention that any
this crabber is no gentleman and this notice ought to bef that will be operational until the end of 2005—that is,
issued. Indeed, by doing so, we can ensure that he goespolice checks for all relevant departmental employees and
areas where he can still catch crabs but we allow recreationgblunteers; a more planned approach to the mandated
crabbers to enjoy that particular seafood and also ensure thagtification training; and a DFEEST child protection policy.
this produce remains into the future for future recreationallhat is disturbing. We have 8 700 children in the system who

crabbers to enjoy. have no protection at all in relation to these important
measures.
TEACHERS REGISTRATION The Teachers Registration Board does not have jurisdic-

tion to deal with complaints in relation to these institutions,
MsCHAPMAN (Bragg): Today the annual report of the and it is important that the government get on and attend to
Teachers Registration Board of South Australia for the yeaghis. What | do note is that, in this instance, the minister, | am
ending 30 June 2004 was tabled in this house. | place on thleased to hear, is also proposing to include volunteers. There
record my congratulations to Ms Carmel Kerin, who has beefs no provision still, and nothing has been tabled in this house
reappointed as the chair of that board, and | congratulate thg, the Minister for Families and Communities on the promise
board for the excellent work it does. The introduction lastwhich he has given to this house twice this year) that he is
year of new teachers’ standards legislation in this house wagivancing child protection legislation to deal with persons
the culmination of recommendations it had made in 2003. bther than teachers in that professional jurisdiction. Obvious-
have said before that | am disappointed that it took so longy, many other people in the school and TAFE environments
for the government to act on this, and | remain so. One of th@ave a direct relationship with children. They are in
initiatives which has ultimately got under way in the last fewpossession of a very substantial responsibility, and it is time

weeks is the assessment and checking of all teachers fRat the minister came into this house and tabled that
relation to police records for the purposes of affecting, ifiegislation.

appropriate, the continued registration that they currently
enjoy and which, as the house probably knows, is necessary CHILD CARE
for them to be able to teach.

Today's report reveals another disturbing statistic, and that MsRANKINE (Wright): When | spoke last week about
is an increased level of inquiries resulting in the cancellatiorthe child-care crisis in Australia, | highlighted the problems
of registration, this time of six teachers. Last year it was fiveassociated with private centres. In order to show why it is
teachers but one of those related to a credit card fraud. Beassential to have a thriving not-for-profit childcare sector
now the number of cancellations of registration has increasegthere centres are run on a break-even basis by local govern-
to six, and they are directly related to teachers who werenent, church groups, tertiary institutions and community
guilty of disgraceful orimproper conduct. In summary, theygroups, | posed this simple question: if you had a choice
were: two involving males with criminal convictions for between a not-for-profit centre, which spent all its finances
sexual offences relating to children; a male teacher convictedn providing the most educationally sound and stimulating
of six counts of indecent assault, one count of unlawfulexperience for your children, and a private childcare centre
sexual intercourse and one count of inciting a child (an 8 yedhat had limits on equipment, resources and staff to meet
old female student at his school) to commit an indecent acprofit targets, where would you choose to place your child?
a male teacher with criminal convictions for four counts of  The point | made last week is that private does not equate
unlawful sexual intercourse with a 15 year old male studento better. Daniel Donahoo from the policy think tank
a male teacher who was found guilty of improper andOzProspect validated my view by saying that higher prices
disgraceful conduct involving an 11 year old student (this waslo not translate to better quality. He says that, to keep costs
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down, private providers need unqualified staff and will just We don't want to end like Australia where the government
meet child/staff ratios. How does this compare with the notdecided to invest public dollars in both commercial and not-for-profit

- ) - : . ; ; »child care systems, only to see huge child care companies take over.
for-profit sector? In their report, “The Plight of Child Care’, The money Australians spend on child care gets spent on their

Rosalie Rogers and Pauline Birch show a stark contrast. Thjigren only after these companies have skimmed off their profits
report is unequivocal about the not-for-profit centres. Theiand satisfied investors. We can do better.

report states: Clearly we can and should be doing better for our children.
... the ones visited have been of a much higher standard and
quality than any private centre. FREEHOLD LEASES

They report that each centre had a good budget for staff, food, . .

equipment and administrative support, and note the critical ' h€Hon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): | wish to raise two

role of staff—staff who turn up for work early and who 'SSUES: first, the need for the Minister for Environment and
collect resources and activities out of hours, most of whonf-onservation to allow those pastoralists who have perpetual
are longstanding employees and who develop friendshid§ases to freehold them. There is no reason whatsoever for
with families at the centres. It is this relationship develop-OUr having this outmoded tunnel vision attitude that these

ment that is crucial in ensuring a quality educative experiencBeOP!€ should not be able to get a better, more secure and
for children in these centres. In private centres, wher&easonable title. The NRM and other legislation is there to

casualisation is rampant, this relationship is far more fragileSnSure proper management. The reasons outlined to the select

Another distinguishing feature is the involvement of cqmmittee_of why it shqqld not take place were, to put it
mildly, lacking any credibility or commonsense, and even the

parents. Within the not-for-profit services there is active .~ I i

parental involvement in all aspects of the care and educatidijinister indicated that you could not support or justify them.

of their children, including finances: not so in a private! <"OW exactly what has gone on in the past where they got
round ministers Wotton and Evans and circumvented the

centre, where parents will have little or no say and are simpl , .
passive consumers. Further, community childcare centr en government's policy and they hgve successfully been
' le to do it again. They have had their chance. In future, no

make a crucial contribution to developing social capital. Thé . . .
National Association of Community Based Children's Matter what they think, they will not stop this process. They
Services made the point in its policy paper, ‘Communitym'ght as well get on with it now: it is fair, reasonable and in

Ownership in the 21st Century’, which states: the public interest. .
. . - ) | am very annoyed that good, hard-working people who
Community-owned services empower families through genuin

partnerships to advocate on behalf of their children and thei?’vant to secure their investment and make improvements

children’s services [and develop). the deeper features of social (Particularly in the tourism and other areas) are being
capital. deprived of the opportunity. There is not one reason why they

services are far moréhomd not be able to get a better title to their land. To say that
dkis not as well managed as pastoral leases is not correct and

inclusive because they ‘work to respond to the needs o wh de th dation i .
everyone, including hard-to-service groups, such as refugedg€ People who made that recommendation in my view are
trying to justify the unjustifiable.

people on low incomes and geographically isolated families™ . . .
Most members in this house would have community-baseg_, The other matter | refer to is the ongoing problems with

It also shows that the community

childcare centres in their electorate that meet at least one i€ corellas in my electorate, which are continuing to cause
these criteria. In my own electorate | have the Homestead2Vo¢-

Childcare Centre and the Salisbury Campus Childcare Centre,
which caters for children with disabilities and which is a very
fine example of a centre that caters for a diverse populatio
and people from low income.

It has also been very empowering. This centre faced are
battle to stay open. The parents were empowered by thel
involvement and, through the good sense, cooperation a
compassion of Gordon Pickard, that centre remains open.

The Hon. P.F. Conlon: We will fix those corellas.
TheHon. G.M. GUNN: Unfortunately there are too many
nd, as the leader pointed out today, in the past they have
een crunching up the boosters on television antennas,
éipping up cricket pitches, interfering with ovals and tennis
urts, stripping trees and making it almost impossible in
me of the caravan parks for people to properly utilise them.
N general they are in plague proportions. An urgent need
put it simply and bluntly, the not-for-profit sector provides exists to drastically reduce the numbers. | understand clearly
that it is not an easy exercise and everyone needs to work

benchmarking for quality of service, staffing and pricing; o d
allows parents active involvement in decision making;\t/\c”r?:ttgfgrl_assure the minister that he will have my support

develops social capital; is inclusive of marginalised groups; The Hon. PF. Conlon interjecting:

and gives real choice. But, with the trend to large private The Hon. G.M. GUNN: That s right. The minister will

operators, soon there will be no choice. A columnist in - .
Canadian newspaper wrote: %have my support whatever action he needs to take, but doing

) . nothing is not an option. | went to the new playground at the
We don't want to end like Australia where the governmentyjairose School at the bottom of the creek at Mount
decided to invest public dollars— . Remarkable—a beautiful spot. What the corellas were doing
The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member’s time there was no-one’s business. You could shoot boxes of
has expired. For the benefit of members, the chair allowgartridges away and still would not resolve the problem.
members to finish the sentence, but they should not go on.  The other matter I will briefly mention today is that one
MsRANKINE: Sir, | beg your indulgence because thething that the Standing Orders Committee needs to look at
clock was not turned on and a guesstimate was made for thery carefully is a statement made on Wednesday 13 October

time. | would like to finish the quote. 2004, when there was some discussion about the word
The SPEAKER: The chair will allow the member for ‘hypocrite’, and what happened last night. The now Minister
Wright to conclude her remarks. of Transport on 13 October, in his usual quite enthusiastic

MsRANKINE: Thank you, sir. The columnist wrote:  manner of addressing the house, talked about the opposition
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being ‘a bunch of sanctimonious hypocrites.’ | do not knowto grow since then. | think that this increase and presence is
what he would say about them when he was being critical warmly welcomed. The Kurdish community is an integral and
The Hon. P.F. Conlon: | withdraw belatedly. valued constituent of multicultural life in South Australia, and
The Hon. G.M. GUNN: Unfortunately that will not help | think South Australia is honoured to share Kurdish new
the member for Schubert. The member for Schubert thoughytear, Newroz, with its respected Kurdish Australian friends.
that he was on sound ground when he said, ‘You are a lot of In conclusion, I acknowledge the fact that a Kurd has been
hypocrites.” Unfortunately, he got an early minute to thinkelected President of Iraq, and | think that that gives one great
through the situation. | understand the difficulty that theoptimism for the future of Irag and, perhaps, for a new era for
Deputy Speaker had in this matter, but | think it is a mattethe Kurdish people, and respect for their cultures and
that the Standing Orders Committee ought to have a look ataditions.
because itis a term that is used pretty widely in the commun-
ity, and it is one of the less objectionable terms used.
Time expired.

KURDISH COMMUNITY REGIONAL SITTING

Mr SNELLING (Playford): | was rising to talk about the TheHon. PF. CONLON (Minister for Infrastructure):
Kurdish community but | will briefly respond to the com- | . ve-
ments of the member for Stuart. The naming of the member o ) )
for Schubert arose because he defied the char. The chag The e Uoies, 115 g sdeurt il 2pin. on sy
directed him to withdraw and he refused to. So, whether thg,o h):)use also sit at Mourr)n Gambier on Wednesday 4 May and
word ‘hypocrite’ is parliamentary or otherwise is irrelevant. Thursday 5 May.
The member for Schubert, as he well knew at that time, was

defying the chair, and that was the reason that he was nami%wIr MEIER (Goyder): | certainly hear the motion, and

m well aware of the motion, but | am very disappointed
at reports of this first came to us via the media. That is the
irst | heard about the fact that this parliament was going to

I am sure that when the member for Stuart was speaker,
would have been a lot less indulgent than the chair wa;

yesterday. sit at Mount Gambier. | have no problem with it sitting at

| wish to talk about the local Kurdish community. On 19 ount Gambier. but | would have loved to have some
March | had the great pleasure of representing the Ministe'}/I !

for Multicultural Affairs at the celebration of Newroz, the opportunity to have a say as to where we sat. |, personally,

Kurdish new year festival. At the outset, let me congratulatéeeI that there was a strong argument to go to a place like my

Mrs Vaheda Mansoury, who is a South Australian of Kurdisho"/N electorate—to Kadina or Wallaroo, or we could have

background from Iran. She lives in my electorate and she wadone a little further north to Port Pirie, perhaps. Perhaps we

recently appointed to the South Australian Multicultural andc04!d have gone down south to Victor Harbor, and there are
Ethnic Affairs Commission. | would like to take this oppor- “2r0Us other options that could have been. Did we consider

tunity to express my support for the aspirations of the®Y of them? No. i
Kurdish people. The displacement and suffering of the TheHon. PF. Conlon: Yes; we did.
Kurdish people constitutes one of the world’s longest and Mr MEIER: | am sorry; the first | heard about it was
gravest shames. For far too long the Kurdish people havehen | read it inThe Advertiser; in fact, to tell you the truth,
struggled for their basic human rights, and the tragic battlédid not read it in the first instance. My wife said, 'l see that
faced by Kurdish generations unfortunately continues. Thgou are going to Mount Gambier.’ | said, ‘l am certainly not.
living traditions of the Kurdish people are among the oldesShe said, ‘Yes, you are. The newspaper says you are going
surviving cultures in our world today despite systematic ando be sitting in Mount Gambier.’ | said, ‘When is that?" | do
atrocious attempts to destroy their existence. not think that is the right way for members of parliament to
In Turkey, for example, the Kurdish culture and identity be treated. | do not think it is the way a democracy should
has been banned for decades. In Turkish-occupied KurdistawOrk, and I am extremely disappointed that that is the way
resistance action from the civilian population has beerthatwe, as members, certainly on this side of the house, first
responded to with unimaginable violence, including torturefound out that we were going to Mount Gambier.
harassment, village burning and forced deportation. In | can see the commonsense in endeavouring to take the
Iranian-occupied Kurdistan, Kurds face similar hardship inparliament out, but why are we not taking the parliament out?
their fight for human rights and freedom. The festival, Why are we simply taking out the House of Assembly? Is
Newroz, is a unique and sacred time for Kurds, and marks thhere something now that has divided the two houses? | was
birth of Spring in the homeland. Newroz is a festive celebraalso given to understand that the one house is integral to the
tion of life and new beginnings. The Kurdish new yearother; in fact, | think we have considered some motions over
represents optimism and how, in turbulent and challenginghe last year or two as to whether there should be changes to
times, we must remain focused on our goals and objectivegnother place, and none of them have come to fruition. It
and our dreams and passions. seems that everyone in this place says that they believe there
The Kurdish community is among the fastest growingshould be an upper house as well as a lower house. How
communities in South Australia. As | move around mycome we are taking only half the parliament? | believe that
electorate visiting new constituents as they come on to ththe people of Mount Gambier are not going to be too happy
roll, often | find that they are Kurds, who have made Souththat they will get only half a show. That is another thing that
Australia their home, become Australian citizens and, as this house, and another place, should have considered. Is it
result, have come on to the electoral roll. In the five year®nly going to be one house or is it going to be the other house
between the 1996 census and the 2001 census, the numbetad? None of those things have been considered in that
Kurds in South Australia has quadrupled, and it has continuegkspect.
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Furthermore, the expense involved is an issue. | haveccasions, ‘I cannot force the minister to answer the ques-
heard no figures, so | do not know what the expense igjon.’ If that is going to happen in Mount Gambier—
obviously, there have to be some expenses. We have heard The Hon. P.F. CONLON: Mr Speaker, this is drawing
the Treasurer crying poor in today’s paper. He indicated thad long bow. The member is not in the general vicinity of the
he is very upset that the federal Treasurer has said that ligbate.
wants to hold the states to what they committed themselves The SPEAKER: | think the member for Goyder has
to some years ago and that they would cut certain taxes whencluded his remarks.
the GST came in. It appears that South Australia has not Mr MEIER: | will conclude my remarks then, sir. | am
adhered to that. | was very pleased to note that the stajsleased that the leader of government business has taken
Treasurer said that we will go down that track. Last night, Ipoints of order. | think he recognised that | want to see this
said that over the last five years we have inherited somethingarliament held in an honourable and respectful manner so
like $5 billion. In other words— that the people of Mount Gambier will see that the house does

TheHon. P.F. CONLON: | rise on a point of order, Mr  get things done and that questions will not simply be thrown
Speaker. We are a little off the subject, aren't we? Thdo one side and answers not given. With those comments, |
member is talking about tax cuts, and the subject is about theonclude my remarks.

parliamentary sittings in Mount Gambier on 3 May. TheHon. PF. CONLON: I want to respond briefly to the
The SPEAKER: | ask the member for Goyder to focus comments—
on the motion. TheHon. DEAN BROWN: | rise on a point of order, Mr

Mr MEIER: | do not want to side track the motion, but Speaker. As a clarification, if the minister, as the mover,
| was indicating the financial side of it. The Treasurer criessPeaks, does he close the debate? _
poor, yet he has many hundreds of millions of dollars of extra The SPEAKER: | do not want to deny anyone the right
money available. Why is the Treasurer crying poor, when hé&0 speak. If the minister speaks, he will close the debate.
has enough money to take the parliament to Mount Gambier
and to set up Mount Gambier when that sort of money could Dr McFETRIDGE M orphqt): One OT my fondest
have been spent on what would be an obvious case, tHBemories as a child was going on holidays to Mount
Mount Gambier Hospital? | believe the community has beef?@Mbier. Itis a fantastic spot and it has a great community.
fundraising for the hydrotherapy pool down there, and | an] N2ve no problem with me as a member of parliament going
sure that tens of thousands of dollars for the parliament to sip Mount Gambier. In fact, | was a member of the shadow
in Mount Gambier could well have gone towards fulfilling @Pinet thatwent to Mount Gambier a couple of months ago
the need in that area—or for more surgery. If my memory_and spoke to the community. What | do have a problem with
serves me correctly, the hospital suffered a 36 per cent cut 3 the fact that about $300 000—I hope we are eventually told

surgery last year. The money that is being spent to take J§€ final figure—would be far better spent in the community.
down there could have been put towards that. That is the feedback that we are getting from the community:

It is not only the Mount Gambier Hospital but also the community_vvould rather ha"‘? that_ money spenton them,
pot on our coming down there with this bit of a roadshow. It

hospitals in my electorate that are in need. For example, t . .
WaIIF;roo hos;%tal has had many cuts in services. | th'ionk w ill be quite 9°°d for the Rotary clubs ar]d the c.hlldren.of
) ount Gambier to have a look at the parliament in session,

have all heard that the Ardrossan Hospital is in dire straits ut | guarantee that, if you ask the community, they would
present. | have made pleas in this house for some $200 000; 3 J . . .
I realise this will not necessarily cost $200 000. But, even ”rather_ha\./e th'sfsog OOQ |r: the pockhetslof their community
it costs $50 000, we could— organisations, their hospitals and schools.

TheH PF’CONLON' Th ber for Govder | If we are forced to go down there, we do not have to buy
taki eron. t : di - 'he tmefm| er for ¢ Oi’j %r It's carpet or have special seats. | will be more than happy to use
ahlrlﬁ an extraor _|tn_arR//| amto(l;n g. ewaﬁ/ n. etr?m he government car that | have and not travel down there at
whether ornotwe sitin viount Lambier. We have Just nearg,, .., expense, because | want the Mount Gambier community
about several different hospitals. Can we pull him up beforq

L .~ -to benefit from this trip in every way possible, and the best
he runs through every country hospital in South Australla?way for them to benefit is through our not going at all and

The SPEAKER: Order! The member has some latitude, spending this $300 000 on the community.
but he should be focusing on the motion.

Mr MEIER: | think | have made the point that it will cost Mr BRINDAL (Unley): | will not have a bob each way;
a significant amount of money and that it could have beein unequivocally oppose the adjournment of the house to
better spent. The other point | want to make is that | am veryount Gambier. | think it is a shocking waste of taxpayers’
fearful that the government will use the stage in the Simoney and totally unnecessary.
Robert Helpmann Theatre, | think itis, as a real stage, and the Mrs Geraghty: Say that in Mount Gambier.
members will be on the stage. We have seen too often thatit Mr BRINDAL : | will say it in Mount Gambier; | will say
does not matter what questions we as the opposition ask,all over the state. | think it is an appalling waste and the
under most circumstances we do not get an answer. In faahost blatant example of pork-barrelling that the whole house
invariably a truthful and helpful answer will not be given. If should be asked by the executive government to adjourn to
the people of Mount Gambier are going to be there on th@lount Gambier to conduct a sham exercise in order to have
floor and we are on the stage and that occurs, | think it wilkhe member for Mount Gambier re-elected, because he has
be the last time | will be in favour of going from this sold out to the Labor Party. That is the crux of why this house
establishment. is being asked to adjourn to Mount Gambier. | think it is a

One of the things | have disliked intensively over the yearstunt, and | think it is a disgrace. Our forebears built this
is that we do not get the truth. We ask questions, and they afaiilding so that the parliament of South Australia could sit
completely changed around. The minister has that right. ABere. The facilities are here; everything is here.
you, sir, and, certainly, your predecessors, have said on many Membersinterjecting:
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Mr BRINDAL: Well, the fact is that, if it were necessary high.’ | presume he was not taking the Almighty’s name in
to adjourn to Mount Gambier so that we could learn morevain; therefore, he would have been declaring himself to be
about Mount Gambier, then the members of the house whim a position perhaps somewhat inferior but very similar to
put that forward as their argument should not be in this housghe Almighty himself. | put to this house that such is the
because with the extensive travel and study allowances thRremier's actions when it comes to the decision to go to
they get if they have not been to Mount Gambier yet therMount Gambier. We were not consulted, and | bet the caucus
something is wrong. It is for this house to decide where it bestvere not consulted. The member for Mount Gambier and the
should sit to maximise the benefit to the people of SouttPremier probably sat down and had a cup of tea and a couple
Australia. If any member on the government benches wantsf Bex, and the member for Mount Gambier said, ‘Wasn't
to put forward an argument that the parliament’s sitting inpart of the deal to go to Mount Gambier, because | need my
Mount Gambier will equal in its facilities or its capacity to re-election chances boosted.’ This is a cheap stunt, and it is
do its work the facilities that we have here, | would betaking money away that should be going to decent causes
surprised. such as hospitals and roads in Mount Gambier. The Attorney-

The only argument that | have heard from the governmenGeneral says that | don't like it very much for personal
about adjourning the house to Mount Gambier is that theeasons. If there is a personal reason | will tell him. If | had
people of Mount Gambier are part of this state and deserwwanted to be part of a travelling circus | would have gone to
exposure to the parliament. | agree with that argument, buanberra. | actually like going home to my family at night.
why then is this $300 000 or more not being spent on webcaglountry members might say, ‘We don’t get that privilege.’
facilities in this parliament so that the people of MountNo, they do not, because they chose to come here as the
Gambier can see the way we all carry on for not only threesituation exists, as we chose not to go to Canberra. We chose
days in a set piece musical but every day that we sit in thia set of conditions and that set of conditions is being ignored.
parliament? That is their right, but it is also the right of the ~ Members interjecting:
people of Ceduna, Port Augusta, Port Pirie and the Riverland. Mr BRINDAL : You can go on all you like, but outside

An honour able member: And Unley. don’'t some of you look me in the eye. The Labor Party is

Mr BRINDAL : And Unley, because | bet some membersgreat at coming in here and playing the part. | actually know
opposite have never been to Unley unless it is to have a cafehat a few of you think. | know, sir, what a few members
latte. The adjournment of this house is a fundamentabver there think because they have discussed it with me. So
question which has been answered for 150 years: that thisake it a little bit amiss when the very people who privately
house adjourn to this place, not to some other place. | poirgupport what | say and will say, ‘Good speech’ outside, will
out that the federal parliament in Canberra, which covers git there and crow the party line. This is a farce. It is high
much bigger jurisdiction than we are ever likely to have, wadarce. It is stupid. It is an insult not only to the people of
purpose-builtin Canberra away from all the regional centreSouth Australia but also to the people of Mount Gambier. |
and never has thought it conducive to its better working to sibppose the adjournment to Mount Gambier.
anywhere other than in Canberra since it moved there.

However, they provide a television coverage so that all of MSBREUER (Giles): As a proud country member of this

Australia can see what they are doing on a daily basis. Whouse, | think | should say something about this. The only
won't do that; we are too mean, but we will put on a circusthing about the trip to Mount Gambier that disappoints me is
in Mount Gambier. the fact that it is to Mount Gambier and not Whyalla or Port

Finally, | oppose the adjournment because | believe thaAugusta. However, | am promised that in the future we will
the will of this house is sovereign. | want members oppositdiave that opportunity. | hear many people in this place
to contemplate this, at least in the privacy of their caucuscomplain about the number of schools from their electorates
who decided that we were going to Mount Gambier?hat come to Parliament House that they have to show around
Yesterday— the place, and it is a bit of an imposition on their time and

TheHon. M .J. Atkinson: We will, right now, chookie.  they get a bit sick of it. In a good year, two schools from my

Mr BRINDAL : We will, chookie, will we? That's good, electorate come to Adelaide. That is in a good year. So far,
saying that we are making an honest decision, since we hatkis year, | have not seen one, and | think | have one booking
all been told for months that we are going, since the carpgor August. Country schools can no longer afford to come to
has been purchased, since the bookings have been arrang@delaide in the way that they used to and visit all the

TheHon. M .J. Atkinson: You want the taxpayers to meet institutions such as Parliament House.

the cost. You don't want it to come out of your travel | would love to have more schools come to Parliament
allowance. House, but | never have that opportunity. The children in
Mr BRINDAL: It's got nothing to do with my travel Mount Gambier have an excellent opportunity, and | believe
allowance; it is all the taxpayer’'s money. that schools from Mount Gambier and the surrounding areas
TheHon. M.J. Atkinson: You can come with me on are taking itup. They are getting an opportunity to come and
Bob’s show tonight and argue that. see how parliament works. | am told if it was put onto the

Mr BRINDAL: No. It's all the taxpayer's money, internetthey could do the same thing. It is like the difference
whatever it comes out of. | do not want it to come out of ourbetween going to the grand final (when the Crows win) and
travel allowances because | do not want you to hide it. Markvatching it on television. There is a huge difference. Itis like
my words: if this house votes for this adjournment, the costvatching parliament in Canberra. Big deal! It is not like being
will not come back on the government, it will be on this there. This is giving people in the country in Mount Gambier
house. No-one should forget that. Everyone who votes for then opportunity to see how parliament works.
adjournment to Mount Gambier votes for the costs incurred— The other thing that happens in this place is that | would
every single one of you. get 10, maybe 12, visitors a year from my electorate who can

Yesterday, | heard the Premier say of the Attorney, ‘He’scome in here and have dinner with me. | do not see many
introduced some good stuff with a little bit of advice from on guests from outside. | have a lot of guests for dinner but they
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are usually people from Adelaide whom | get to come in andsambier do not want to see a travelling circus or a charade:
talk to me over dinner. Very few people from my electoratethey want to see how parliament really operates.

come to Adelaide when parliament is sitting and have the In view of the performance of a number of government
opportunity to come in here. If they do come, they welcomanembers, | can well understand why they are reluctant to
the opportunity and they love to see what goes on herespend the money (which will be wasted on this venture) on
Sometimes governments have to spend money. Sometimpatting technology into the parliament to take the parliament
parliament has to spend money. There is a heck of a lot db the people. That is the only way to take the parliament to
money wasted in this place. In this instance | think it is anthe people. | also noted an interjection that occurred when the
excellent spending of our money. | think it would benefitmember for Unley was speaking, when at least one member
greatly country people, and | think they are miserable oveof the government benches indicated that the member for
there if they try to object to this. | think we should have moreUnley’s concern may be that the payment for the Mount

taking of the parliament to the people. Gambier expenditure will come out of his parliamentary
. ' travel allowance.
TheHon. WA. MATTHEW (Bright): |, too, rise to It is well known in this parliament that, during my 15

oppose the suspension of standing orders to facilitatgears, | have handed back more than $50 000 in travel
adjourning parliament to Mount Gambier. In my view, after allowance. At present | have plenty of surplus travel allow-
15 years in this place, this is one of the most scandalousnce. That does not fuss me in the slightest. | am not at all
wastes of money that | have witnessed at any one time by @ncerned about that, and | doubt very much whether the
government. This money is being wasted under the guise ehember for Unley or any other member of parliamentis. We
taking parliament to a regional area to, in the words of thevant to ensure that the full costs of this travelling circus are
member for Giles, enable country people to see how parlianade public, and those full costs do not only include the cost
ment works. The fact is that taking this parliament to Mountof making available the cost of accommodation. | understand
Gambier will not enable the people of Mount Gambier to sedrom you, Mr Speaker, that at least 134 motel rooms and
how a parliament works. Parliament currently sits here foubther accommodation places in Mount Gambier have been
days and week, and on Tuesdays and Wednesdays it sits uridoked.
about 10 p.m. The reality is that the parliament in Mount Mr Speaker, you might like to confirm whether | have
Gambier will not be sitting on Monday. The intent is, | remembered that figure correctly—134 motel rooms and
understand from government members, for it to adjourn afinits. We want to know the cost of that, as well as the cost of
7.30 p.m. on Tuesday and 7.30 p.m. on Wednesday, angavel for personnel and the cost of phone calls made during
private members’ business will occupy a considerablehe normal course of business of the parliament. They will be
proportion of the time on Wednesday and, indeed, omtSTD rates. All members will be dialling at STD rates to be
Thursday. And the private members’ business orNibiéce  able to cover the costs of their normal business. We want to
Paper is specific to Mount Gambier for the purpose of theknow the costs of the staff. Indeed—
travelling circus—and that is what this is, a travelling circus.  Members interjecting:

The business is not the normal type of business that is The SPEAKER: Order! This is becoming disorderly.
undertaken by this parliament. So the people of Mount TheHon. M.J. Atkinson interjecting:
Gambier will not see how the parliament operates because The SPEAKER: The Attorney-General is out of order.
they are getting a travelling circus. They are getting a TheHon. WA. MATTHEW: It will also include the cost
travelling circus mounted upon a stage in the form of aof the Parliamentary Network Support Group, which has had
traditional theatre. Doubtless, we will see a myriad ofto set up the computer systems. It has had to test them. It has
Dorothy Dix questions from the government about aspects diad to make them available to the members of parliament to
works that might or might not be done in Mount Gambier. Satest them. Costs are involved in that. Importantly, | know
the people of Mount Gambier will not see the parliament ashat, as a former police minister, extensive security costs are
it is. We all know what this is about. Today it is 11 monthsinvolved for any such operation. Costs will be involved with
and four days from a state election, and that is what this isespect to the South Australia police force.
about. This is about propping up the member for Mount Membersinterjecting:
Gambier in case the Labor Party may need him to assist them The SPEAK ER: Order!
to govern after the next election. This is about pork- TheHon. W.A. MATTHEW: All those things need to
barrelling. This is about trying to prop up the member forbe made available. | am fully in favour of all travel costs
Mount Gambier, who is experiencing horrendous bacdeing made available, including travel costs experienced by
publicity, and has for an extended period of time, in his locaministers. It is not for me to reveal those today, for | note that
region. That is what this is about. This is a con that is beinghe Hon. Angus Redford in another place has put forward a
imposed on the people of Mount Gambier. notice of motion that he will shortly reveal the travel costs of

If the government was open, honest and accountable aboatparticular minister—and | would not want to steal his
this process, and they are not, of wanting to take the parlighunder. It is important that all costs be made available, and—
ment to the people of regional South Australia, they would The Hon. M.J. Atkinson interjecting:
do as the member for Unley suggested in his address. What TheHon. W.AA. MATTHEW: The Attorney-General
would happen is that we would have the technology in thisvants to keep interjecting. If he wants to know about costs,
parliament to be able to allow country people—in fact, alllet him talk to the minister next to him about costs.
South Australians—access to the proceedings of parliament The SPEAKER: Order! The Attorney is out of order. The
on the internet, live. That is what would be happening. So thenember for Bright will not respond to interjections.
constituents of the member for Giles would be able to see the The Hon. M.J. Atkinson interjecting:
parliament operating as it does. So the people of Mount TheHon. WA. MATTHEW: | am happy to. This is a
Gambier, at any time the parliament is operating, would beort of the taxpayers’ pocket. It is an outrage, and | say that
able to see how it really does operate. The people of Mourds a member of parliament who has handed back more than
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$50 000 in costs, because | believe that it is necessary to hathds place | have a staffer here for three days of the week to
travel only for particular purposes, and this is not a sensiblassist with parliamentary business. It is essential for a minor
purpose. party to have that on-the-spot support. | will be paying for
him and for me, but at the same time | heard a rumour this
Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): | do not have a week that a charter flight is booked for MPs. | do not know
problem going to Mount Gambier, and, in fact, | look forward the details and | am not sure whether it will cost more or less
to travelling right through rural and regional South Australiathan the commercial flight | have booked, but this sort of
regularly. The Liberal Party is a strong supporter of rural andhing is unclear to members. We should not be put in that
regional South Australia. It is there all the time as, indeed, isituation. | have reservations about going down there, not out
is for the city and metropolitan areas. However, | find itof a lack of affection and care for the people of Mount
interesting with respect to a change of ruling in terms of theGambier but simply because | doubt the value of spending
new Speaker. One would have to ask whether that rulingterally hundreds of thousands of dollars to demonstrate that
applies also to ministers and the Speaker. As you know, siaffection and care.
ministers and the Speaker—

The SPEAKER: Absolutely. Mr WILLIAMS(MacKillop): In one way | am looking
Mr BROKENSHIRE: It does? forward to the parliament being in Mount Gambier. My wife
The SPEAKER: Absolutely. and | live about 30 minutes drive from Mount Gambier, so
Mr BROKENSHIRE: | am glad to see some justice, for for three days of the sitting of the house | will be able to
a change. enjoy life that city members enjoy every sitting week of the

year. | will be able to return and sleep in my own bed, and |
Mr HANNA (Mitchell): We all know why the House of look forward to that. That is the only thing I look forward to
Assembly is proposing to go to Mount Gambier: it is for with regard to the parliament adjourning from here to Mount
political reasons. It is not to— Gambier. | agree wholeheartedly with what the member for
The Hon. M .J. Atkinson: Fancy that! Mitchell said: this is just a piece of political theatre. How apt
Mr HANNA: The Attorney-General says, ‘Fancy that’, that the parliament will be sitting on the stage of the Sir
which is an acknowledgment that the primary motivation isRobert Helpmann Theatre, performing for the good folk of
purely political. It is a public relations exercise to convey theMount Gambier, because that is what we will be doing. It will
message that the Labor government cares about the peoplebaf a performance and many of my colleagues have outlined
Mount Gambier. It does not care any more or any less by thtéhe reason.
fact that it is going down there, except that it will be contri- At least members of the Liberal Party gave notice of
buting hundreds of thousands of dollars to the local economynotion of issues that are of importance to the people of
The government would be better off just giving that moneyMount Gambier. We did it in a timely fashion so that
to the local health services, the local legal services and theembers of the government would have time to prepare
local schools. Any member of this chamber, including thehemselves to debate the issues that are important to the
ministers, who want to show that they really care about th@eople of Mount Gambier. The Liberal Party has strong
people of Mount Gambier can go down there any week of theffinity with rural and regional South Australia and we
yeatr. understand the wants, needs and aspirations of those people.
I have been to Mount Gambier twice in the last year toUnfortunately, the government does not have those links and
speak to people who want to speak to me about environmenpart of the deception of this plan to adjourn to Mount
al and other local issues. Any member can do that. | will sayGambier is to try to make out that the government has strong
another thing. There is some evidence for the fact that it ismpathy for and sympathy with the aspirations and wants of
just a political exercise when one looks at the motions thathe people of rural South Australia. Nothing could be further
have been allocated to the government backbenchers to filom the truth.
up the Thursday morning of debate. Each member will stand Many of my colleagues have lamented the fact that we
up in turn to say that they support the local fire, schools, legakill be spending a lot of money. It has been hard to estimate,
services, etc. Why can we not do that just as well here, angut | think the member for Bright talked about the myriad
why do we single out one town outside Adelaide for thatcosts involved in adjourning from here to Mount Gambier.

purpose? | know that not only would the people of Mount Gambier be
Mr Brokenshire interjecting: much happier if that money was donated to good works and
The SPEAKER: The member for Mawson will come to  services in their city, but it would make a significant impact

order. on my electorate next door. We know the problems that have

Mr HANNA: Itis just a public relations exercise. Why been experienced in the Mount Gambier Health Service for
did the government not ask the Legislative Council to gaa number of years with its under funding problems, which
down there? It is because it would have voted down théave caused significant down-grading of services across my
proposal. The Legislative Council would have voted it downelectorate. The five hospitals in my electorate are part of the
because, on a cost-benefit analysis, it would have said, ‘Wsame health service—the South-East Health Service—and are
can demonstrate how much we care for the people of Mourfunded out of the same bucket as the Mount Gambier
Gambier without going there.” Having given all their reasonsHospital. If you do not want to give the money to the Mount
showing up the true reasons behind the proposal, it will b&ambier Hospital, you can put it into my electorate, because
interesting to see whether members of the opposition vote fahe services in this part of the state and across the board
it. would be much better if the money, instead of being spent

| refer to the way it has been managed. I, for one—and taking the parliament to Mount Gambier for a theatrical
am sure other members—have been left in a difficult positiorperformance on the stage of the Sir Robert Helpmann
with regard to transport arrangements. | have booked my owfheatre, were given to those agencies delivering the services
aeroplane flight to go down there with a staffer, because iln Mount Gambier.
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Notwithstanding the fact that | will enjoy the fewdaysand TheHon. PF. CONLON: | will come back to the
the extra nights in my own bed at home, it is a nonsense, scandalous waste of money that was alleged by the member
stupid act, for us to go to Mount Gambier, and whoever idor Bright.
responsible for it should take a long, hard look at the way The SPEAKER: Order, the minister will resume his seat!

they are governing the state. The minister is defying the chair and he will cease to do that.
Is he concluding his remarks?
TheHon. P.F. CONLON (Minister for Transport): It TheHon. PF. CONLON: The matter | speak of is on the

has been an extraordinary debate. At least | can give crediublic record anyway and we all know about it.

to the member for Bright, which is rare for me, and the The Hon. WA. Matthew interjecting:

member for Unley in that they at least opposed going to TheHon. PF. CONLON: He wants to talk about my

Mount Gambier. Some of the other contributions are that theyravel costs. | am quite happy to compare them with lots of

do not oppose going—they like the idea of going—butpeople in the previous government anytime. | do not think

somehow we should do it for free. Talk about trying to havethat | have been overseas.

two bob each way without even spending two bob! I look  An honourable member interjecting:

forward to their continuing this debate in Mount Gambierand The SPEAKER: Order!

telling the people down there that it is a waste of money and TheHon. PF. CONLON: | spent a lot of money

that we should not be there. | do not suspect we will hear thatravelling to Port Lincoln, a lot more often than members on
Mr BRINDAL : On a point of order, sir, if an amendment that side—those members committed to regional South

to the motion was contemplated, does it have to be donAustralia—but if he wants to distract the debate down there.

before or after the completion remarks? | think his other contribution was that he was worried about
The SPEAK ER: | believe the opportunity is gone, given the cost of 0055 numbers from Mount Gambier but | cannot
that the minister is concluding. ’ help him with that one. It is absurd to say that this parliament

TheHon. PE. CONL ON: It is an extraordinary position should be confined to Adelaide. It is absurd to say that the
S | yp konly people who deserve (and ‘deserve’ is probably not the

to say that they want to go, but they do not want to go. | look™.
forwgrd to see?/ng who vgtes whichXNay onit. The ogpositionrlght word), the only people who should have these Pfoce.ed'
) gs thrust upon them are the poor long suffering Adelaid-

has said, and | use the words of the member for Bright, thdf’ Wi t to show thi bt in South
itis going to be a circus. He has got the analogy right in thi Aanf. i ev\\//van ct)ts tﬁw t;ﬁ mo fo everyone ITI South
regard, we certainly will be carting a lot of unwilling clowns ustraia. Vve want to thrust tn€ir periormance on a _O_u

along with us. One of the things that clowns do in a circus iéﬁxustrallans to be fair and equitable. The truth is this: to

they wear funny adornments, and they run around with bigU99€st that only the people of Adelaide are important
shoes— ’ nough to have a parliament, | think, is an absurd situation.

] I note that some of the Liberals say, ‘Yes, we should go to the

The SPEAKER: Order! _ regions, but not this region. We should go to other regions,
Mr BRINDAL : On a point of order, sir: members are not pyt not this region.” We have to go to one first. But for the
supposed to criticise other members other than by substantivgember for Bright to describe this as pork-barrelling for the

motion. We are being referred to, or the staff in this place argnember for Mount Gambier because he is in such trouble, |

being referred to as— think he had better go and have a look at the election results
The SPEAKER: Order! | do not think that itis helpful to last time. The bloke who was in trouble gave them an
debate for the minister to go down that path. absolute walloping. | think that the member for Mount

TheHon. PF. CONLON: The analogy was made with Gambier is safe as long as he wishes.
circuses. | am saying that the role of clowns is that they run  The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: Watching the poll.
around and amuse people by trying to hurt each other but TheHon. PF. CONLON: | have seen a few polls, and
instead hurt themselves. | think that the contribution from thét is not the member for Mount Gambier who is in trouble,
member for Bright fits very neatly into that category when heand | understand why Brave Sir Robert is beating his hasty
said, unbelievably, that this is the most scandalous waste ¢étreat, because the polls suggest that it is not the member for
money that he has seen in his time in the parliament. It waklount Gambier who is trouble. Regional South Australians
a far more scandalous waste of money when the Crowdeserve to see the parliament, they deserve to hear the
Solicitor suggested— parliament, and they deserve to make a judgement first-hand
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: On a point of order, sir: this N these people. | am sure that | know why they do not want
is entirely off the subject of the motion before the house. | asko be seen too widely, but you have to start in one region. It

you to bring the minister back to the motion. is the intention, as | understand it, to continue to do it.
The SPEAK ER: Order! The minister should focus on the For the member for Goyder, if it was not communicated
motion through the proper channels. | apologise, because the member

e - for Goyder has always, in my time in this house, dealt
sa T'cr;]eisHigné Z‘Eéﬁ(%ﬁbg%;;t'ésgfrizﬂg |r: tt?se fg]i?lfjé? LOS ¢ honourably with me in business and has always been as good
ma)llke 2 comparison. | know what he doeyé ot want to hea%'s his word. Itis regrettable if we have failed to communicate
and the men?ber for'MitcheII knows what he does not wan hrough proper channels, and | apol_og|se o the member for
to hear oyder, who_ is one of the very few Liberals I will miss when
: he leaves this place. Congratulations on a good career. But
The SPEAKER: Order! regional South Australians deserve it. | suggest this: do not
TheHon. WA. MATTHEW: On a point of order, Mr have two bob on each way. If you really do not want us to go,
Speaker: you have given the minister your ruling. He isyote against it to a person, because we will be supporting
clearly defying the chair. going to the regions as we believe that the regions deserve to
The SPEAKER: The minister should come back to the see the parliament.
motion. The house divided on the motion:
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The bells having been rung: of the cost, it cannot be precise at this stage, but | have been
Members interjecting: informed that it is likely to be in the vicinity of $100 000,
The SPEAKER: Order! The house will come to order. Which is approximately 12 cents per capita for the state. A
There is a division in process; members have to be counte@m of $20 000 is being gifted to the Helpmann Theatre,
Mrs GERAGHTY: Mr Speaker, | have a question to you which would need to be done anyway, because | am told the

before the vote is counted. part of the theatre that we are using does not even have a
Members interjecting: telephone. We are going to gift to them the IT connection
The SPEAKER: Order! which will enable us not to be required to bring so many staff

MrsGERAGHTY: If a member calls ‘No’ when you call down. So that will be given to the theatre and the people of
for the ayes and noes on a position, is it appropriate anlylount Gambier as a gift. It will give high-speed communica-
proper for those people who said no to then change their vofiP" t0 that theatre plus the telephone connection. The carpet,
and move across? which is a green carpet, costs $5 000. It can be re-used in

TheSPEAKER: No: the person who called ‘Divide’ must regional sittings and it will match the carpet in this house. It
vote against the motidn. How members vote is up to them.S being put in by local tradespeople and the reason it is

AYES (34) costing a bit more is that we _have_ to do it on the Sunday

Atkinson. M. J Bedford. F. E mo;]nlng because the theatre is being used on the Saturday
e iva night.
gﬁ\?v?]rllﬂ E BBL?:ieb;Smeé_R' L. _The all-up cost of the carpet is $5 000. It is reusable. It
Caica ,P. Chapm,an VA will be rolled up and brought back. I have decided that there
Cicca}ello V. Conlon P.,F. (teller) will be no close-circuit TV, Whlch WI.|| save $17 000. The
Foley, K. O Geragh’ty, R K. expenditure, as much as possible, will be locally carried out.
Gunn. G. M. Hall J. L. | can tell me_mbers that | att_ended the Western Australian
Hamil’ton-Smith M. L J. Keri,n R G regional parllam_ent Iast_yearln Albany,_ and the upper hou_se
Key, S. W. ' Kouts:';mtonis T went to Kalgoorllle, and it was_well received by the people in
Lorﬁax-Smith, J.D. Maywald, K. ,A. that area, espeuglly by the children, who had t.he opportunity,
McFetridge, D. Meier. E. J. for the first time in their lives, to attend a p_arllament. As to
O'Brien M.,F. Penfol’d E. M. cost, me_mbers will get a full report _vvhen it |s_cqmplete_d_, t_)ut
Rankiné I M. Rann M D. | am advised by the cl_erks Fhat the I|ke_ly cost is in the vicinity
Rau, J. R Scalzi, G. of $100 000. The police will cqrrythew own costs, as.would
Snelling, J. J. Stevens, L. be expectetd, because that is a normal expectation of a
: government agency.

wrﬂt”;pf,o'ﬂ M. G. V\’,\ﬁgﬁge,\r,'ll_lf' W. TheHon. W.A. MATTHEW: Mr Speaker, as a point of

NOES (7) clarification, if | may: the cost of $100 000 you have just ac-
Brindal, M. K. Goldsworthy, R. M. _knowledged does not |ncIl_Jde police costs. Sir, does that also
Hanna, K. (teller) Matthew, W. A. mcludt_e the costto the Parliamentary Net\(vork Support Group
Redmond, |. M. Venning, I. H. forthelrex_pt_endltqre, the cost c_)f transporting ministerial staff,
Williams. M. R. extra administration costs which will be incurred because of

S the greater distance from ministers’ offices and metropolitan
Majority of 27 for the ayes. electorate offices? They are all costs. My question is: is the
Motion thus carried. cost of $100 000 the cost to the parliament only?

. o The SPEAKER: The police cover their own costs,
The SPEAKER: For the benefit of members, | will give pecause there are security issues. That is why members are
some details in relation to Mount Gambier. Additional groyped in motels and not spread all over the place. In terms
information has been put in members’ pigeon holes whictyt the parliamentary support group, I understand that two of
they need to look at, essentially saying that the parliaments members have been involved in setting up the connections.

will pay the travel costs of members to Mount Gambier, Aqministrative costs are borne, anyway. But there will be a
including the charter aircraft. Members will be asked tog|| report, detailing all the costings, after the event.

authorise the deduction from their individual travel allowance
an amount of $100 per day for the motel and up to $80 per TheHon. PF. CONLON (Minister for Infrastructure):
day for other expenses. Ministers and the Speaker will be inmove:
the same category. Th_at is the agfeeme”t that _h?‘S been That standing orders be so far suspended as to enable messages
reached and the reason it took some time was the Minister f@s be delivered to and received from the Legislative Council by the
Infrastructure was paired out last night and | have only jusClerk by alternative means during the sittings of the house at Mount
been able to catch up with the Leader of the Opposition. Gambier from 3 to 5 May.

Mr BRINDAL: On a point of order, Mr Speaker: | am  The SPEAKER: There being an absolute majority of the
sorry, but | am not going to authorise $80 for other expensesvhole number of members of the house present, | accept the
| am responsible for my travel, as everybody else in thisnotion. Is it seconded?

house is, and | am sorry— An honourable member: Yes, sir.
The SPEAKER: Order! Itis not a point of order. That is The SPEAKER: Does the minister—
the member’s choice. Mr BRINDAL: On a point of clarification, the way this

Mr HANNA: Point of order, Mr Speaker: | have a is worded on théNotice Paper, it seeks to suspend standing
question following your remarks. The question is whatorders and, concurrently in that suspension, to put a motion.
happens if members do not sign that authorisation? | wish to be quite clear: are we just now suspending standing

The SPEAKER: That is a matter that will be dealt with orders, or are we putting this motion—because | certainly will
if that situation arises. It is hypothetical at this stage. In termspeak against it.



Thursday 14 April 2005 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 2429

The SPEAKER: We are suspending standing orders so MsCHAPMAN (Bragg): On 2 March 2005 the Attorney-
that we can consider the matter of the delivery of message&eneral introduced this bill as part of a package of reforms
Itis a procedural matter. The question before the chair is thaklating to insurance law and associated legislation in
the motion be agreed to. Those in favour say aye, against sagsponse to what has commonly been called the insurance
no. As | hear no negative voice, the motion for suspension isrisis in Australia. Already this house has introduced
agreed to. legislation which has culminated in the Recreational Services

Motion carried. (Limitation of Liability) Act 2002, the Statutes Amendment

. (Structured Settlements) Act 2002, the Wrongs Liability

TheHon. PF. CONLON (Minister for Infrastructure):  (pamages for Personal Injury) Amendment Act 2002, the
I move: Law Reform (Ipp Recommendations) Act 2004, and the

That a message be sent to the Legislative Council drawingProfessional Standards Act 2004.
attention to the foregoing resolution and requesting it to make After an initial flurry of legislation, there seemed to be a
reciprocal arrangements. lull for over a year. In the latter part of last year we looked

The SPEAKER: Is that seconded? at some of the important recommendations contained in the

An honour able member: Yes, sir. Ipp report which was produced by a committee of eminent

persons appointed by the commonwealth and state govern-

Mr BRINDAL (Unley): | wish to speak against the ments in July 2002 to review the law of negligence. Members
motion, for the very reason | spoke against the originalvould be familiar with the period of time when HIH col-
motion. lapsed together with United Medical Protection, Australia’s

Members interjecting: largest provider of medical indemnity insurance. That created

Mr BRINDAL: No, | am not going to repeat the whole a significant problem for many in the community to access
speech, unless the government annoys me, and then | wéffordable insurance. This was a direct response to the
exercise my parliamentary right. | merely want to make thewithdrawal from the market of a number of public liability
point that, with respect to both these motions for which weinsurers and a consequent enormous hike in premiums.
have just suspended standing orders, they vary the proceduresAs a new member of parliament, | recall at that time the
of the house and involve us doing a whole lot of things thatoncerns that were raised. | cite the example of the Burnside
have never been done before and in a way they have nevéfar Memorial Hospital—just one of many organisations that
been done for. That shows me that this is not solvingvere threatened with closure—because it could not access
problems; it is creating problems. These two matters mighinsurance in Australia, let alone affordable insurance
be a simple thing, in relation to messages from the Governanywhere in the world, to enable it to continue to provide its
and messages from the upper house, but | say to this houdgrthing facilities, for which it is famous. It was so difficult
wait until we sit, and then see how many problems emergéor the Burnside hospital that the then chief executive officer
both before we sit and when we are sitting, and then remeniad to fly to London to try to access an insurer that would
ber that you were told. provide public liability and medical professional insurance

TheHon. P.F. CONLON: Just on that, it is absurd that for the hospital. | cite the example of the Burnside hospital
the house should sit there and not be able to receive drecause its premiums increased from less than $100 000 a
transmit messages. year to, from recollection, about $350 000 a year.

Mr Brindal interjecting: The government, in its flurry to fall into line with
TheHon. PF. CONLON: The member for Unley, insurance liability reform during this period in 2002 (which
instead of being a teacher should have been a lawyer, becal¥as designed to remedy the problem of accessing insurance),
they operate by the doctrine of precedent, which translate@ehaved incredibly inconsistently by holding out its hands
for him is that nothing should ever be done for the first time agerly to take in the enormous windfall gained from stamp

But, unfortunately, some things are done for the first timeduty on those increased insurance premiums. The government
and we will manage. was ready to put out their hands and take in the millions of

Motion carried. dollars extra that they could recover as a result of skyrocket-
o ing premiums. On the one hand, the Deputy Premier was
TheHon. PF. CONLON (Minister for Infrastructure):  telling members in the house about the importance of
I move: insurance reform so that South Australia could join with the
That standing orders be so far suspended as to enable messagéiser states and provide relief for its citizens; yet, on the other
from the Governor to be received by the Clerk by alternative meanpand, the government was greedily seeking the benefits from
during the sittings of the house at Mount Gambier from 3to 5 May‘[hese increased premiums without providing any relief.
The SPEAKER: | have counted the house and, as there | asked the Deputy Premier to consider at least providing

is not an absolute majority present, ring the bells. a refund of the extra stamp duty that the Burnside War
An absolute majority of the whole number of members ~ Memorial Hospital was required to pay on this massive

being present: increase in premiums—at that stage, an extra $20 000 a year,
The SPEAKER: | accept the motion. Is it seconded?  which has increased further since then. | was not asking for
An honourable member: Yes, sir. the whole of the stamp duty on their insurance premiums to
Motion carried. be refunded but the extra stamp duty payable on the increased

premiums. When a submission was put to the Deputy Premier
LAW REFORM (CONTRIBUTORY NEGLIGENCE and Treasurer of this state, the very person who was bleating

AND APPORTIONMENT OF LIABILITY) (PRO- about providing support for accessible and affordable

PORTIONATE LIABILITY) AMENDMENT BILL insurance through this legislative reform, he said, ‘No, that
will not happen, that will not be provided and, there will not

Adjourned debate on second reading. only be no consideration of any provision of relief, but there

(Continued from 2 March. Page 1834.) will be not even a proportional provision of relief in the light
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of this increase. So, the people who have been able tineir share. So, for the greater good, they took the view that,
struggle to find extra insurance and are paying a high increasieyou sustained personal injury, the question of proportionate
in premium have had a slap in the face by this government ifiability should not apply. Many will argue against that and
the Treasurer’s miserable response to their request for evesay that, whatever the damage, that still should not impose the
the extra stamp duty relief. That is the hypocrisy of puttingperpetuation of an unfair system where those in the insurance
up legislative reform of this type to provide for relief as partworld carry the extra risk.
of a package, as they have done over the three preceding We all know that there are many occasions when a
years, and what this government has done should be on thespondent in these types of actions are men and women of
record. straw; they have no insurance and no asset, someone is left
At present, the position in relation to the amendments thatwith significant personal injury, and they suffer that unfairly.
this bill proposes is fairly complicated, but | will try to A significant balancing act occurred in relation to that. When
simplify the principle that applies. Currently, a plaintiff (a this bill is enacted, what will happen is that the court will still
person seeking compensation) who has suffered damageave to allocate fixed shares of damages awarded to defend-
which has been caused by the negligence of more than orats whose negligence or wrongdoing has caused the damage.
party (there may be two or three parties that together an@lhat has not really changed in any practical term except that
individually contributed to the damage) will sue those persong will be clear that that must happen rather than there simply
as being jointly and severally liable—that is, equally liable.being a determination, which is almost academic when it
So all of them are liable for all of the loss. A simple examplecomes to who pays.
of that is to assume that the plaintiff suffers damage and sues Each defendant will then be liable only for his or her fixed
four parties, A, B, C and D, and the court determines theshare. In the example used, if defendant C was liable for only
question of liability and apportions responsibility for that 1 per cent of whatever the assessed damages are, then C
damage according to their conduct or negligence. Fowould have to pay only 1 per cent. The shares will be
example, A is 10 per cent responsible, B is 9 per centletermined according to what is ‘fair and equitable having
responsible, Cis 1 per cent responsible and D is 80 per centgard to his or her responsibility for the damage and the
responsible. Under our current provisions, each of A, B, Gesponsibility of any other wrongdoers’. The new regime will
and D is responsible for paying the whole lot, that is, 100 penot apply where wrongdoers act jointly. In such case each
cent of the damages of the plaintiff. This is sometimes calledefendant will remain responsible for the damage caused by
solidarity liability, as opposed to proportionate liability. their joint activity in full. The new regime applies to claims
Of course, under the current law, although the plaintiffin tort and in contract or for breach of statutory duty.
might sue all of A, B, C and D, they then proceed to collect, It applies also to cases of misrepresentation either at
because of the joint and several liability position, from thecommon law or under the Fair Trading Act. However, a
party that has the most resources—and, you guessed it, mgetrson who perpetrates a fraud will continue to be liable for
often that is the party that is either solvent (that is, has plentshe whole of the damage done. The other states, consistent
of funds to be able to pay, which does not happen a lot) owvith this whole package of legislation over the past few
alternatively, is backed by an insurance company. So thgears, have been considering these matters one by one. From
person the plaintiff recovers from, irrespective of whethememory, | think that we are one of the last states to introduce
they are 1 per cent liable or 80 per cent liable, will reallythe Law Reform Ipp Recommendations. | can recall promises
depend on who has the money behind them. from the Deputy Premier that that would be there for
Not surprisingly, the people who take out insurance—theonsideration in early 2004. We were closer to the end of the
businesses responsible for insuring against that risk so as year before we actually dealt with the matter.
be able to provide such a benefit to any plaintiff—arguably Nevertheless, even though we have tagged along a bit with
are the ones who carry the real responsibility for all thoseespect to some of these reforms, | note that New South
who care not as to their conduct or as to whether they havd/ales passed its Civil Liability Act in 2002; Queensland
sufficient funds to meet any claim. And the insurers behingassed its Civil Liability Act in 2003; Victoria’s Wrongs Act
those that are responsible have been complaining that this(Bart 4AA) was introduced in 2003; and Western Australia
a system which not only prejudices them but also has thpassed its Civil Liability Actin 2002. Certainly, other states
direct effect of upping the premiums. The risk of loss isseemed to get their act together a lot earlier than this state.
determined and the premium set based on the fact that théygain, this seems to be consistent with this government. It
could always be liable for 100 per cent. So, of course thgumps on the bandwagon of what purports to be a good idea.
insurance premiums go up, the insurance claims come in, the In this case it has been a very long time before it has acted
amount of the claim is high, and both the responsible persoon the whole relief package, and we end up lagging behind
who takes out the insurance and the insurance compairtlge rest of Australia rather than seeing the promises of being
effectively are penalised. out in front and providing relief. | should advise the house
These matters, amongst other things, were considered blyat there is one significant difference between the states: in
the committee headed by Justice Ipp, and the report walueensland, proportionate liability applies to claims only
published in September 2002. The committee formed thever $5 000. The opposition will support the bill. It has been
view that, notwithstanding the prejudice to those taking out. long time coming. It does concern me greatly that, three
insurance and their insurance companies and that on the fagears down the track into this government, we have had a
of it the proposal had some merit, proportionate liability sickening take of stamp duty on the insurance premiums
should not apply in relation to personal injuries. One of thewhere those concerned have had to fight for continued access
bases for that was that it seemed important that, if someorte them at a very high rate.
did sustain a personal injury and suffered a loss as a result, This government continues to provide little or no relief in
it is more important that the plaintiff in that case ought to bethis area. | hope that, as Treasurer, the Deputy Premier will
able to recover that loss for personal injury than the inequitgive some appropriate consideration to this in the forth-
of someone on the defendant’s side having to pay more thatoming budget. Itis a stain, | suggest, on the government, in
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terms of attempting to achieve a gross take of tax at the vergt fault will be found to be impecunious. At the end of the
time it comes into this house and says that it is attempting tday, the answer to this difficulty is resolved by the other
provide relief. It is just scraping that money in without any members of the House of Assembly, because the government
care or real consideration for the people who have beeand opposition are supporting it. This is probably the least
affected by the collapse of HIH and United Medical Protec-objectionable of the range of insurance law changes that came
tion. It does concern me that there has been no real relief iout of the insurance industry submissions to Liberal and
that regard, and that the government should take advantagj@bor governments several years ago.

of the misery and disadvantage of those suffering intimes of Bill read a second time and taken through its remaining

such need. stages.
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): | ROAD TRAFFIC (EXCESSIVE SPEED)
move: AMENDMENT BILL
That the time for moving the adjournment of the house be
extended beyond 5 p.m. Adjourned debate on second reading.
Motion carried. (Continued from 8 March. Page 1941.)

Mr HANNA (Mitchell): | rise to speak on behalf ofthe ~ MsCHAPMAN: Mr Speaker, | draw your attention to the
Greens. There are two competing principles to consider istate of the house.
relation to this bill which, of course, is part of the so-called A quorum having been formed:
law reform package in relation to insurance and which was
prompted by the insurance industry a couple of years ago Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): This bill is obviously
after it had collectively experienced a couple of bad years imnother piece of legislation that the government has put into
terms of profits. The federal Liberal government and all statéhe parliament in an attempt to try to get a message through
Labor governments responded cooperatively and introduce@ the community—the motorists across South Australia—
a range of changes to the law which benefited insurancdat considerable excessive speed is a major factor in road
companies. That has allowed them to increase their premiun@scidents, particularly fatalities. We all know that it involves
and increase their profits. They have done well out of it. Thisspeed, seat belts, alcohol, inattention and tiredness. They are
is probably the least objectionable of the range of reformshe major fundamentals that contribute to road trauma. |
which insurance companies sought. | say that because tihwaderstand why the government has introduced this bill. | am
principle underpinning the bill is that those who are responied to believe that both Sir Eric Neal's Road Safety Advisory
sible for damage should pay for it rather than being part of &£ommittee and Dr Jack McLean recommended this initiative.
group who share responsibility for the damage of any one or | want to put on the public record that the Liberal Party
all of them. In other words, liability becomes several insteadvill be supporting this bill. However, there was a lot of
of collective. There is something that appeals to everyone'debate and discussion among my colleagues in the party room
sense of fairness about that. about this bill, because a lot of legislation has come through

The other side of the coin, however, is that there will beover the last 12 months. It is not this particular minister
those at fault who cannot pay for the wrong that they dobecause, as he said earlier today, he has been in the job for
There will be plaintiffs—people who have been wronged—only a couple of minutes, and this bill was tabled by the
who come before the courts and will only be able to prove th@revious minister for transport. This minister is the third
greatest share of fault against those who are least able to pawinister for transport in three years. It is a bit like small
In the past, where there was an insured defendant amoruysiness, where there have been at least three ministers in
those who had some responsibility for the damage done totaree years. My colleagues are saying that they support the
plaintiff, the plaintiff essentially would be able to recover bill, because it is a genuine attempt to get a message across
from the insurance company. that, if you are going to speed excessively and if you are

I can understand the insurance companies grumbling abogoing to drive recklessly or drive in a dangerous manner, you
that, but at least it meant that there was often, in incidents iare going to have to realise that the penalties will be quite
public places or on commercial properties, at least onsubstantial. The penalties for a first offence are a fine for
defendant who could bear to pay the cost of the plaintiff'sexcessive speed—which is a new offence of driving a vehicle
damage. Now, if the defendant who was found to be primarilyat a speed exceeding the limit by 45 kilometres an hour or
responsible for the financial loss or property damage of thenore—of not less than $600 and not more than $1 000, and
plaintiff is impecunious, then the plaintiff simply misses out. disqualification for a minimum of six months; and, for a
One regrettable aspect of that is that the plaintiff may be pusecond and subsequent offence, the penalties are a fine of not
to a great deal of expense in terms of investigation and legdéss than $700 and not more than $1 200, and disqualification
costs to find out just who was responsible for the wrong donér a minimum of two years. That means that, if you are a real
to the plaintiff and to find out whether or not that particularhoon, if you are prepared to put at risk the lives of other
defendant is impecunious. It makes litigation much morgyeople—and around you or in the vehicle with you—if you
difficult for people losing economically through property want to be stupid enough to drive 80 or 90 kilometres over
damage or some other kind of financial loss. The riska speed limit and tragically kill yourself, that is bad enough
becomes greater and no doubt lawyers will be cautioningput, when you are so stupid that you Kill other innocent
plaintiffs against suing for this type of damage accordinglypeople on the roads, | would expect that you would lose your
in future. That is exactly what insurance companies want. licence for more than a minimum of two years once you went

On the face of it, there is something fair about allocatingthrough the court system.
each defendant’s share of responsibility for the wrong done There is a small but significant proportion of South
to the plaintiff. The devil in this bill is in the detail of who Australians who, for some reason, think that they are totally
gets to recover from defendants, given that many defendankslillet proof and whose driving behaviour is totally unaccept-
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able to the rest of South Australia. We saw in fumday  breath testing, we believe that we need a stronger police
Mail even last weekend a double page where people haatesence on our roads and a more concerted effort.
written in expressing concern about the significant—and what It is interesting to see a lot of this driving behaviour,
I hope and pray is a spike—rise in road fatalities. As tragidecause it is tragic. | do not want to talk about individual
and bad as it is, one would hope that it will level out duringcases, because that would not be fair on those who have lost
the course of the year, because one of the worst things thkgved ones, but you see time and time again at 6 o’clock in
can ever happen to a family is to lose a loved one on the roathe morning, at 2 o’clock in the morning, speeds that are
As one of my constituents who worked in Julia Farr told me clearly excessive where people are wiping out trees and
‘You forget about the people who are not killed but who arepower poles with ease because of the speed they are going at.
effectively a vegetable for the rest of their lives.” That is| personally believe it is because they know that traffic police
tragic for them and their families and, callously, there is aronly do two shifts. They are not like general patrols. General
economic cost to this as well. patrols are out there in a limited capacity on their third shift
Fatalities that occur through dangerous and excessivéheir night shift) but they are still out there. Traffic patrols,
speed cost the South Australian community $100 million n the other hand, are only out there for two shifts—a day
year. That is an enormous amount of money, a significarfthift and an afternoon shift. These people know that from
cost that occurs because people are prepared to run the rigRout 11 o’clock at night until 7 o’clock in the morning there
of killing themselves and others on the road through inapprds not much chance you are going to get knocked off for
priate behaviour. | think that the total cost of road fatality anaspeeding, and | think that is something that has to be
road trauma to the state in a year is something like $1.18 birddressed. | said in the media on the weekend, if it is not
lion. We have to be serious about doing whatever we can tBossible at this point in time to put additional police into
curb the road toll. traffic, maybe, operationally, they have to consider juggling
Because of the work load and the fact that this bill will gettheir overall global number of police to get some more police
through in the next 30 minutes or thereabouts, some of m§ut there at those times.
colleagues have asked me to put some points of view on the | know that on the Victor Harbor Road, when they have
record in the second reading debate on their behalf. The poifd the odd night where they use a piece of the road right
that they made is this: there is a lot of emphasis on gettinff€ar the track to our farm, | can see that flashing light going
tough on drivers who break the law—and that is fair enoug®ff €very few minutes at three or four o'clock in the morning,
to a great extent and is supported by my colleagues in th!éthey happen to be there, because th_at is when these people
Liberal Party—but they are concerned—and | share theifust 9o bers_erk. Thatincludes motorblke_s as well. Ifthey_are
view on this—that there does not seem to be a lot of initiatived®iNg to drive at crazy speeds at that time, | do not mind,
over and above legislation in this house. At present, there @SPecially if they actually contribute to the coffers of
conservatively $160 million of backlog road maintenance 9oveérnment and if that money goes back into the roads,
and | am advised that that figure could be heading towardd€cause they deserve to do that to get the message through to
$200 million. We do not have sufficient traffic police on our them that their lives and that of others are more important.
roads, and the police are trying to manage as best they cadnfortunately, atthe moment, the chances are they can fly up
and they do a brilliant job of that. Members would have seef@d down those roads and they will not see a police officer.
the Deputy Commissioner, John White—and a very good Of course, a police officer has a marked effect over the

Deputy Commissioner at that—doing a country road blitz. speed camera because most of the time people do not know

When there was major road trauma on the Fleuriel)Nhat has happened with the speed camera until a few weeks

Peninsula. we had a road blitz. All of a sudden there was fter when they receive a letter in the mail. When a police
traffic presence out there, and the driving behaviour an%fﬁcer has alaser gun or mobile radar and they pull you over

- ey deal with it straightaway and it actually gives a better
atterns absolutely changed, because drivers knew that there . ) o
\?vas a fair chance%hat thgy were going to get caught. Ther%wessage to the offender than simply copping an expiation

is a lot of media publicity about a blitz: the community is told otice. We have to understand, as a community, that there is
when the blitz will start and when it will finish. Personally, SOM€ responsibility to each and every one of us that when

| struggle a bit with that. | do not think that we should know you have a vehicle itis potentially lethal and that itis not a
when there is a blitz on. | think that what we should know iSnght to drive a motor vehicle: itis a privilege. Some of these

that, wherever you are, 24 hours a day, seven days a We&eople actually take it as a right rather than a privilege. It is
there is a very good chance, if you are breaking the law, th%liggiséti'cg ;\I/Ot:aeendyc:tjctalk aboutissues around road safety and
you will have a police officer put on their flashing lights and The Clipsal 560 is'something that | strongly support; in

pull you over. That is what we really need and want. We ar(:f‘act, it started under our government. Some discussion in the

not seeing a growth in traffic POl'C,e numbers ",it all. community lately has been about certain events that occur in
We have other problems in this state at times, such age ciipsal 500. It is not actually the V8 Holdens and Fords
Baxter. | understand—and it happened when | was policgnq \whatever racing as such that they are referring to,
minister too—that we have to send a lot of police officers toyecayse that is what motor racing is all about, but it is the
Baxter. It would be nice if the protesters attended Baxter gl qividual motorbike doing burnouts in pit straight with
a time other than at Easter— smoke flying out while they are on one wheel. It is the utes
An honourable member interjecting: doing doughnuts in front of the crowd on pit straight. Of
Mr BROKENSHIRE: Exactly; | agree. That then pulls course, there is some argument that perhaps young people
hundreds of police officers off the roads not only over Eastewhen they see that think, ‘Well, if they can do it, | can do it
but also for a period before and after, because they still havEhat is what they try to do but, of course, they do not have
to have a life outside policing and take their days off. Whilethe training, experience, skills and safety features in their utes
we support this legislation, and while we supported otheand motorbikes that those particular people have. There
legislation relating to 24 hour, seven day a week randonprobably needs to be a debate on whether or not those
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particular parts of the Clipsal 500 are sending the wrong Ifitis the government’s intention (which | would support)
message to certain sectors of our community. to ensure that someone who has this problem and commits the
Education and training are obviously key factors. Propepffence and expiates it, they should also be disqualified from
road maintenance and construction is paramount. Also, weriving. | see the minister nodding, so | hope that means that,
need a situation, as | said earlier, where we see a better poligéren he responds to my comments, he will be able to confirm
presence because when the police are present the driviog the record that that is the intention. From my recollection
pattern changes completely. As soon asWator Harbor ~ of appearing in court (and it is a few years ago since | dealt
Times or theMount Barker Courier, or whatever paper has with one of these matters), it was clearly the case that there
reported the end of a blitz, then they revert back to their oldvas a difficulty with this issue of whether someone had
driving patterns and behaviours. So, that simply says to mexpiated an offence and, more particularly, relating to what
that the most powerful way of stopping road fatality is still happens subsequently to that event. You can certainly have
that of a police officer in a marked police car. One wouldthe disqualification. However, if the court has not disquali-
have had concern about some other matters in this bill, arfied, the effect of that is that the person, if they then drive
they were raised again by my colleagues. | am pleased to seilst disqualified, will face a much lesser penalty if they
that they are covered; that is, to deal with situations wheréave only had their licence removed by an administrative
you are on the lower road limits because of road works oprocess than if they have had their licence removed by the
things like that where you may come back to 40 kilometresourt. The reason for that is that, when someone’s licence is
per hour. There are some provisions there. removed by a court, the magistrate, as a matter of habit, gives
It has been considered in this bill so that if there are n@n admonishment to them to say, ‘You have just had your
workers present you will not cop the full brunt of this licence disqualified. Make no mistake, if you now drive
legislation like you would if you were doing 160 kilometres whilst you are disqualified from driving, you will go to gaol.’
per hour in a 110 kilometre per hour zone. Having those fewBecause they have had that admonition from the court, that
words on the public record, on behalf of the party as a wholds usually the consequence of then driving while disqualified.
the Liberal Party supports this bill. | hope that the message My big fear with this (and | recognise that the minister and
gets across to people that it is not worth the risk. | do not are basically on the same track as far as wanting to deal with
think we have all the answers yet. In fact, when you listen tdhe issue) is that, if someone can expiate the offence, first of
talkback radio at the moment, some people are advocatirgyl, they pay a significantly lesser penalty. They may then be
some extremely draconian measures to try to stop the roaable to have their licence disqualified, although that does not
toll and trauma. | will not debate those now, but | am sureappear to be apparent in the wording of the section. But, even
that the overall community debate that the parliament wilif they do have their licence disqualified, they may not face
have to look at in a detailed way will accelerate during thisa stricter regime should they drive whilst they are disqualified
year because there is no topic that is more in the public arervéhen they then do the wrong thing again.
at the moment than the real concern that people have about The other thing | want to clarify is under subsection (4),
our road trauma, particularly to do with the loss of our youngwhere it provides that, in determining whether an offence
loved ones. When | refer to young loved ones, | am talkinginder this section is a first or a subsequent offence, we can
about males up to 25 years of age who believe they arwok at previous offences committed under section 46.
bulletproof. | am not sure what has got into their heads, buBection 46 of the Road Traffic Act deals with reckless and
it clearly shows that with males up to 25 years of age ther€langerous driving. So, the effect of subsection (4) is to say
are problems. We will work through that. We support the billthat you could be convicted of a second or subsequent offence
and | wish the bill a rapid carriage through the house andinder new section 45A, if, for instance, within the last five
some success in curbing the road trauma. years, you have had a conviction under section 46 for reckless
and dangerous driving, and then get a penalty under section
MrsREDMOND (Heysen): | want to make a brief 45A for the excessive speed.
contribution and raise a couple of issues that | hope the | ask the minister whether or not there is any danger in
minister might address in his response. The first one is ththat—for instance, that someone could have been convicted
issue of the expiation of the offence. | notice that thefor reckless and dangerous driving which did not involve
expiation fee remains the same whether it is a first oexcessive speed (I know that normally it will), and they could
subsequent offence, and | appreciate the difficulty ofthen face being penalised under this section at a much heavier
differentiating those offences. Obviously, the person who isegime, even though they have not done what the intention
issuing the offence at the time will not know whether it is aof this section is meant to penalise. | will perhaps at some
first or subsequent offence, although one would imagine thatime raise the issue for consideration of how we deal with this
in due course, our computer systems might be enable thequestion of the people who, in my view, are so antisocial they
to deal with that problem. drive habitually at 45 kilometres above the speed limit. It
The more concerning question | want to raise is that yolseems to me that these are the very people who do not care
have the expiation capacity under subsection (1) of newery much whether they have a licence in place. | notice that
section 45A. Let me make it quite clear to the minister thathere is a provision under section 45B which refers to the
| am absolutely in favour of this legislation, but | just want licence disqualification or suspension which contemplates
to clarify a few things. The disqualification from driving that the person getting that licence disqualification or
under subsection (3) commences with the words ‘where auspension notified to them may a person who does not hold
court convicts a person’. | seem to recall from other provi-a driver’s licence. We really need to come to terms with how
sions in relation to licence disqualifications | have dealt withwe are going to address in the longer term this question of
in the courts from time to time that the effect will be that, people who are so antisocial they are prepared to drive
where you expiate the offence, the court is not necessarilyithout a licence and who are prepared, in those circum-
then found to be convicting a person, therefore there may natances, to drive at more than 45 kilometres beyond the limit
be a disqualification applying. to then not face very severe consequences if they dare to
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drive subsequently. With those comments, | commend thev/hilst on a suspended licence ultimately led to his death. He
government for the bill and, like the shadow minister, wishwas a fine young bloke, immature and stupid like a lot of the
the bill speedy passage through the house. young people who will be subject to the penalties under this
bill, but I simply make the point that, under these mandatory
Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): | also indicate that provisions of suspending someone’s licence for six months
I will be supporting the bill. However, | want to express someor two years, given the immaturity of some of these people,
concerns and make some comment about how the bill might my view, they will reoffend. Some of them will go to gaol
be implemented, either through regulations or on the grouncind some will lose their job, because how do you keep your
and how it will work. My concerns particularly have to do job if you have lost your licence, particularly if you need it
with the issue of mandatory minimum sentencing. | point tato get to and from work or if you have a job that requires you
the provisions in the bill, particularly sections 45A and 46,to be able to drive.
that predicate a minimum sentence for the offence. | under- So, with these mandatory sentences we may end up
stand the government's logic behind saying, for example, tharoducing hardened criminals or forcing immature young
there will be a minimum six-month suspension for anpeople down the road of committing further offences and
offence, or a two-year suspension for a second offencéacing further prosecution. Being tough on crime, hoon
However, my reservation in how this might be implementediriving and speeding sounds good, but | raise a note of
is that we are taking away in this bill any flexibility for a caution that we need to hasten slowly with some of these
court to consider the circumstances that might be prevailingrovisions. Having said that, | understand the will of the
at the time of the offence. For example, we are assuming thaiouse and | will support the measure, but | would have been
irrespective of the circumstances, a two-year suspensiafore comfortable with it if the court had a role to play.
should apply if someone has a second offence and a six- | commend the minister for including the provision in
month suspension. regard to roadworks (clause 45A(2)). | think it is easy to miss
For instance, if someone is on the road to Coober Pedw roadworks sign, particularly if no-one is present. | express
it is a wide open road, there is no other traffic around, thezoncern, in principle, about the way in which reckless and
speed limit is, say, 110, and they are travelling at 45 kilo-dangerous driving might be interpreted by the police. The bill
metres over the speed limit (155 km/h), that is exactly thentroduces a penalty for a first offence of not less than
same seriousness of offence as someone speeding down 2months and for a second and subsequent offence a period
busy city street at peak hour where the speed limit might bef imprisonment of not more than three months and a
60 km/h and they are doing 105 km/h. | wonder whethemminimum licence disqualification for a period of three years.
those two offences are equally villainous. The bill seems t@ wonder whether the minister will explain in his reply just
provide no flexibility in respect of an emergency. If someonehow the police might implement this provision.
is rushing their wife to hospital or going to the scene of a  |f someone is booked for reckless and dangerous driving
personal emergency, there seems to be no provision fgfecause they fail to indicate when they are changing lanes—if
mitigating circumstances. It could be argued that they coulghum is bringing the kids home from school and fails to
contest the matter in court, but if they are found guilty itindicate—and if a policeman chooses to take a fairly
seems that the minimum sentence will apply. ambivalent approach towards charging someone with this
I wonder about that, because it takes away the role of theffence, they could find themselves facing a very severe
court of looking at each case on its merits and making &uspension period for what arguably was or was not reckless
determination based on the facts. | will not oppose thisor dangerous driving. | wonder how there will be some
provision and | will support the bill—as my colleague the consistency in sentencing given the mandatory nature of the
member for Mawson has indicated, the Liberal Party issentences involved. Perhaps the minister has better know-
wholly in support of this legislation—but | am cautious aboutledge than me about this and perhaps he can explain in his
the wisdom of having mandatory minimum sentencing, eveitlosing remarks how this might be implemented so as to
though I know that this area of road traffic law is abreast ofensure that well-intentioned law-abiding citizens who make
it. | commend the government broadly for the initiative, butmistakes while driving but not in a reckless or dangerous way
I would like to tell the minister about something that hap-do not fall prey to this bill.
pened to a soldier who was under my command in 1976.  |n concluding my remarks, although clearly we need to
He was a young bloke aged 19 years and his licence hadtroduce these laws and make sure they are adhered to, |
been suspended on demerit points. He was at home one dgyint out to the government that we need to look at the
with his girlfriend and they decided to go down to the cornercondition of our roads and also at driver training. | know it
shop in the car, which he drove even though his licence haid easier to implement tougher laws than to police them, but
been suspended. He was apprehended, and the penalty he Waink we need to look at approaches which require drivers
given in a Queensland court was three months in Boggo Road attend at hospitals where accident victims might be
Gaol. This happened in November 1976, and he spent thregdergoing treatment; to carry out training and retraining; to
months over Christmas in Boggo Road, one of the moséttend lectures and so on that expose them to the dangers of
notorious gaols at that time in this country. | do not knowdriving and the risks of serious injury; and to watch films and
what happened to him while he was inside—I visited him orhave briefings that could mature the driver. The problem
a couple of occasions as his platoon commander—but wheally is testosterone and immaturity, and some of these
he came out 12 weeks later he was a very distressed youpgople will not be deterred by the penalty, no matter how
man. Shortly after that, he committed suicide by driving histough it is: they will reoffend. With those closing remarks, |
motorbike underneath a semi-trailer. His mate who was witktommend the bill. As | said, | support it, but | raise those
him at the time and witnessed the incident, knew from whatoncerns for the minister and the government to consider.
he had been saying that he had done it deliberately.
Whatever happened to this young man when he was in TheHon. P.F. CONLON (Minister for Transport): |
Boggo Road as a consequence of being convicted for drivinthank all those who contributed to the debate. | commence by
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putting on the record that, while | am putting the bill through Sunday Mail we saw that the community does not accept the
the parliament, this was the work of the former minister,level of road accidents, and speed is right up there as the big
Trish White, the member for Taylor. The credit for this reason. This is not a mandatory sentence that applies to
legislation that will make our roads safer should go to herpeople except those who speed excessively. And, fair go: |
and it will be a good legacy. She will know that she hasam a bloke and have done some stupid things in a motor car
contributed to making our roads safer. | thank the shadown the past myself, but at 45 km/h over the speed limit you are
spokesman for his support. going a bit too quickly, and we think that these are appropri-

I will quickly answer some of the issues raised. Inate penalties. If they do mend some behaviour, it will save
response to the member for Heysen, | think she understangsung lives. It may well save a life if a person who has been
the bill correctly and I will run through the matters she haspotted for the first time doing 45 km/h over the limit knows
raised. Disqualification by a court might well be treatedthat after six months they get their licence back but if they do
differently from disqualification through the administrative it again they go for a couple of years, and we are prepared to
act of expiation, the principal reason being that, when onelo that.
goes to court and is disqualified and then drives disqualified, | make this one point. The member for Waite refers to the
it is considered to be a contempt of the court. Authorities willconditions of our roads. Obviously, we have to keep our
almost always want to charge you in those circumstancespads in good condition but I, for one, am sick of people not
because judges do not like people ignoring them. The santaking responsibility. It is their responsibility to drive to the
range of penalties will apply for driving disqualified through conditions. So | think our society, too much, absolves the
an expiation, but that aspect will not be taken into considerindividual of responsibility for their own actions. | say that
ation by the court. It can certainly still apply the same rangave should maintain our roads, of course, but it is up to the
of penalties but it may well be that the court will take aindividual to exercise some commonsense and drive accord-
different attitude because it does not constitute a contemping to the conditions. It is the person behind the wheel who
We do not think that is wrong, because we think the fact thahas the primary responsibility for avoiding accidents. With
one has not elected to be prosecuted and tie up the coudspect to driver training, the member for Waite would know
system and has gone through an expiation and taken ahat, just this very week, we passed the graduated training
administrative route makes a difference, and the bill contemsystem which will require young drivers to have more
plates that. experience, and we think that is a good measure. As the

The question of subsequent offences was raised. Ghember for Colton is here, | point out that, just recently, my
course, there will not be subsequent offences if this bill idast duty as the minister for emergency services was to launch
passed. Treating a section 46 offence of reckless ana@road safety program in schools operated by the fire service.
dangerous driving as an earlier offence is quite valid. At The program depicts quite graphic videos (and the cutting
present, as | understand it, when the police deal with ap of cars), trying to get the message across to young people.
speeding offence of this nature where people have exceed&te measures are not all penalties, there is also education. We
the speed limit by more than 45 km/h, they will investigatetry to tackle it every way. | go on the record by saying that
the matter to see whether a case of dangerous and recklahe road toll is unacceptable. Every death is a tragedy, and it
driving is made out. Sometimes it will not be, but that is theis an avoidable tragedy. We want to avoid as many of those
genesis of the section 46 offence. It is possible to have @ragedies in the future. As | say, full credit to the member for
section 46 offence without excessive speed—that would baylor who brought the bill to the house. She will have a
very unusual—but we say that, to be charged with a reckledegacy of making our roads safer. That is a good legacy to
and dangerous driving offence, you would have to have donleave. | thank the opposition for its indicated support.
something particularly stupid. Bill read a second time and taken through its remaining

The member for Waite suggested that not turning youstages.
indicator on, or something like that, would be sufficient. To
make out the offence is very difficult. There are offences of NATIONAL ELECTRICITY (SOUTH AUSTRALIA)
driving without care or failing to indicate, which are in a (NEW ELECTRICITY LAW) AMENDMENT BILL
much less serious category, but making out this offence is
difficult. | did practise in the area but | never did one ofthese  The Legislative Council agreed to the bill without any
cases, and it has to be materially dangerous but it also has@nendment.
be reckless on the part of the driver. It has to be something
that attracts that definition. Recklessness at law is something ~ ANZAC DAY COMMEMORATION BILL
that has been well discussed, and you cannot make it out L . o
easily. We think it is entirely appropriate that, if someone has 1€ Legislative Council agreed to the bill without any
done something so stupid, reckless or dangerous in the pag{nendment.

it should be treated as a prior offence, because the person is STATUTES AMENDMENT AND REPEAL

plainly not learning.
The member for Waite has concerns about mandatory (AGGRAVATED OFFENCES) BILL

penalties under the act. Everyone will always have some The Legislative Council agreed to the bill with the

is not unigue among road traffic offences. A number of them}fmendments indicated by the following schedule, to which
et qdrink driv?n re alread mandator sentences. | mendments the Legislative Council desires the concurrence
g g, y y " 'of the House of Assembly:

may be harsh to have a two year suspension for subsequent ) )

offences, but the truth is that we are told that, if you are NO- :ZL_SC"’i.Usel% page 6, ageégt?gn“é;”ii‘;gt_

travelling 45 km/h over the limit—so you are not just ( )(4()E?rﬁﬂis S;%O?]r_su s )

speeding: you are travelling 45 km/h over the limit—you are harm, in relation to a person, has the same meaning
500 times more likely to have an accident. In a spread in the as in section 21.
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No. 2—Clause 10, (new section 20), page 8, lines 11 to 13—
Delete subsection (2) and substitute:
(2) However—

(a) conduct that lies within limits of what would be
generally accepted in the community as normal
incidents of social interaction or community life
cannot amount to an assault; and

(b) conduct that is justified or excused by law cannot
amount to an assault.

No. 3—Clause 10, (new section 21), page 9, lines 15 to 22—
Delete the definition oferious harm and substitute:
serious harm means—

(a) harm that endangers a person’s life; or

(b) harm that consists of, or results in, serious and
protracted impairment of a physical or mental
function; or

(c) harm that consists of, or results in, serious dis-
figurement.

No. 4—Clause 10, (new section 22), page 9, line 27—
After "A" insert:
lawful
No. 5—Clause 10 (new section 23), page 11, lines 35to 42, page
12, lines 1 to 5—
Delete subsections (4) and (5)
No. 6—Clause 10, (new section 25), page 12, line 21—

Delete subsections (3), (4) and (5)
No. 10—Clause 13, page 14, after line 23 insert:
40—Unlawful removal of a child from jurisdiction
(1) A person who wrongfully takes or sends a child out
of the jurisdiction is guilty of an offence.
Maximum penalty:

(a) for a basic offence—imprisonment for 15 years;

(b) for an aggravated offence—imprisonment for 19
years.

(2) For the purposes of subsection (1), a person acts
wrongfully if—

(a) the person acts in the knowledge that a person who
has the lawful custody of the child (either alone or
jointly with someone else) does not consent to the
child being taken or sent out of the jurisdiction;
and
Note—

As a general rule, the parents of a child have
joint custody of the child (seBuardianship of
Infants Act 1940, section 4).

(b) there is no judicial or statutory authority for the

person’s act.

REGIONAL SITTING

The Legislative Council, in reply to message No. 58 from
the House of Assembly, indicated that it has made reciprocal
arrangements in respect of messages and bills to be delivered
to and received from the House of Assembly during the
sittings of the House of Assembly at Mount Gambier from
3to 5 May 2005.

Delete "reasonably"
No. 7—Clause 13 (Heading to Division 9), page 13, line 21—
After "Kidnapping" insert:
and unlawful child removal
No. 8—Clause 13, page 12, after line 21—
Insert:
38—Interpretation
In this Division—
child means a person under the age of 18 years;
detain—detention is not limited to forcible re-
straint but extends to any means by which a person
gets another to remain in a particular place or with
a particular person or persons;
take—a person takes another if the person com-
pels, entices or persuades the other to accompany
him or her or a third person.
No. 9—Clause 13 (new section 39(3), (4) and (5)), page 14, lines At 5.50 p.m. the house adjourned until Tuesday 3 May at
210 23— 2 p.m. at Mount Gambier.

ACTSINTERPRETATION (MISCELLANEOUS)
AMENDMENT BILL

The Legislative Council agreed to the bill without any
amendment.

ADJOURNMENT



