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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY National Electricity (South Australia) (New National

Electricity Law) Amendment

Oaths (Abolition of Proclaimed Managers) Amendment
Tuesday 3 May 2005 Podiatry Practice

The SPEAKER (Hon. R.B. Such)took the chair at Primary Produce (Food Safety Schemes) (Miscellaneous)

2 p.m. and read prayers Amendment
> Prayers: Statutes Amendment (Drink Driving).
CONSTITUTION (FOURTH SESSION OF THE TR INDUSTRY BILL
FIFTIETH PARLIAMENT—CHANGE OF PLACE CITRUS us
FOR SITTINGS OF HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY) Her Excellency the Governor, by message, recommended
PROCLAMATION 2005 to the House of Assembly the appropriation of such amounts

f ired for th ti i
The CLERK: Under section 6 of the Constitution Act ?hemkﬁﬁ]_ey as may be required for the purposes mentioned in

1934

1—Short title MARINE PROTECTION AREAS
This proclamation may be cited as the Constitution
(Fourth Session of the Fiftieth Parliament—Change of A petition signed by 1767 residents of South Australia,
Place for Sittings of House of Assembly) Proclamationrequesting the house to urge the government to withdraw

2005. proposed marine protection areas and consult with the
2—Commencement fishing, tourism and boating groups before introducing new
This proclamation comes into operation on the day orproposals, was presented by the Hon. D.C. Brown.
which it is made. Petition received.
3—Change of place for sittings of House of Assembly

(@) the place for holding the sittings of the House of
Assembly on 3, 4 and 5 May 2005 will be the
Sir Robert Helpmann Theatre at 10 Watson
Terrace, Mount Gambier; and

(b) for the remainder of the fourth session of the BALL PUBLIC RELATIONS
Fiftieth Parliament, the place for holding the
sittings of the House of Assembly will be the N reply toMs CHAPMAN (28 October 2004).

I . The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: | have received this advice:
building known as Parliament House at North g pypjic Relations was engaged in October, 2003, after the

The SPEAKER: | direct that the written answers to
guestions, as detailed in the schedule that | now table, be
distributed and printed irlansard.

Terrace, Adelaide. need for media training arose from the Nemer Case. Mr Kym Kelly,

Made by the Governor’s Deputy the Acting Chief Executive at the time, approved a request from the

with the advice and consent of the Executive Council on 14°ffice of the Director of Public Prosecutions to seek a media trainer.

Aoril 2005 The Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions have since used
P ) Ball Public Relations.

o ) ) . When Ball Public Relations was first engaged, the estimated cost

The SPEAKER: This is a most historic occasion—the was below $20 000. This was classified as a low-cost consultancy

first sitting of the parliament of the House of Assemblyunder Justice procurement policies. It was therefore permissible to
outside Adelaide since its inception nearly 150 years ag@€ek only one offer.

A dinal th fth . t " The Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions is now going
ccordingly, we are on the eve ol the sesquicentenary 0t OUf,o,gh a tendering process to formalise a contract for its long-term

parliament. Itis appropriate that we acknowledge and prepafgeds. In addition, to cater for its public-relations’ needs until this
for that, and one of the ways of doing that is to sit here in thecompetitive tendering process is completed, the Office of the Direc-
City of Mount Gambier. tor of Public Prosecutions will be seeking a waiver of tender for Ball

| make a couple of housekeeping announcements. | thinEUb"C Relations to continue to provide services up until early 2005.
tha_t members have been advised that their microphone_s are CROWN SOLICITOR’'S TRUST ACCOUNT
active all the time, unlike on North Terrace, so that kind
words about the Speaker will be picked up. Also, | pointout N reply toHon. R.G. KERIN (7 February).

that, for the purpose of divisions, if there are any (and th%\ttg—rﬂ?aﬁg%nl\grgi"sA-IrD}éL)Na?t?n’\elBt gg\ﬁséb'ef Executive to the

Speaker never knows whether there will be), I urge memberghild Protection Funds
to try to get to the floor of the chamber. However, if members  On 3 February, 2004, Kate Lennon approved a deposit into the
happen to be in the gallery, can they please make that quifgrown Solicitor's Trust Account (C.S.T.A.) of $300 000 with the
clear to the tellers. descriptor—'contractual related costs associated with Business
Reform processes relating to the provision of Social Housing and
Justice matters’.
ASSENT TO BILLS On 5 April, 2004, Bill Cossey, the Acting Chief Executive of the
Attorney-General’s Department approved the payment of an amount
Her Excellency the Governor, by message, assented to tls¢$90 000 of these funds to SAPOL for additional policing in the

following bills: A.P.Y. Lands—this was not a Layton report recommendation.
' . It is understood that while it might have been intended that the
Acts Interpretation (Gender Balance) Amendment balance of these funds of $210 000 be spent from the Trust Account
Acts Interpretation (Miscellaneous) Amendment on Layton Report recommendations in 2004-2005—this did not
Adelaide Dolphin Sanctuary occur and the balance remained unspent at 26 July, 2004.

: Crime Prevention Funds
ANZAC DaY Commgmoratlon . . On 26 June, 2003, Kate Lennon approved the deposit of $350 000
Motor Vehicles (Licences and Learner's Permits)with the descriptor—'provision for payments to local councils for

Amendment Local Crime Prevention Program Contractual Obligations’. Over the
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course of 2003-04, the amount of $344 471.26 was spent by the
Crime Prevention unit for these purposes—with the cash coming
from the C.S.T.A.

On 16 June, 2003, Kate Lennon approved that the $350 000 be
spent in the following way:

Claims from Council for Reimbursement $35 000
1 July—31 December, 2002 (Port Pirie)

Claims for councils for ‘binding commitments’- Whyalla; Holdfast bay possibly Adelaide based on negotiations for six $94 000
months salary and vehicle lease (for Whyalla)

Ceduna additional funding for Bush Breakway program $30 000
Funding for three metropolitan regions to develop feasibility work $45 000

Remaining funding to be used to provide seed funding in the event D.H.S. identifies Port Augusta and Noarlunga as t%h&46 000.
trial sites for intensive parenting programs for ‘at risk and high risk families

The funds were spent on $15 000

City of Norwood, Payneham and St Peters—additional funding for Crime Prevention program

Payment to Synapse for second payment for residential break and enter $10 000

University of South Australia—submission of final report for the Children and Domestic Violence Program $3 272

Transport S.A. Northern Metro Regional Crime Prevention Strategy research and feasibility study $15 000
City of Holdfast Bay—Southern region Crime prevention funding—feasibility Study $16 304

City of Holdfast Bay—Southern region Crime prevention funding—Separation of former crime prevention consultant $15 000
to Council

Grafxar Multimedia—Early Intervention C.D. ROM $2 198
Ceduna—Bush Breakaway Program $30 000

City of Port Augusta—Summer activities funding $4545
Department of Human Services payment for 2002-2003 funding of the Panyappi Program $ 80000
Town of Gawler—funding for 2003/04 Northern Crime Prevention Strategy $90 000
Contribution to the Australian Crime and Violence Prevention awards $6684
Transport S.A. Northern Metro Regional Crime Prevention Strategy research and feasibility study $10 000 $ 10000
The University of Western Australia—evaluation of N.D.V. domestic violence project $36818
Human Services—Port Augusta Youth Support Service Basketball program $9648

Office of the Public Advocate In reply toHon. DEAN BROWN (8 February).

On 1 July , 2004, the Office of the Public Advocate transferred___The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: On 26 June, 2003, Kate Lennon

from the Department for Human Services to the Attorney-General'@PProved the deposit of $350 000 with the descriptor—provision
Department. Two cost pressures emerged. These were: or payments to local councils for Local Crime Prevention Program
Contractual Obligations’.

$162 000 for ongoing I.T. costs Over the course of 2003-04 the amount of $344 471.26 was spent

funds for accommodation fitout by the Crime Prevention Unit for these purposes—with the cash

The funds for the I.T. costs have since been found from the&oming from the Crown Solicitor’s Trust Account. On 16 June, 2003,
A.G.D. budget for 2004-05. Kate Lennon approved that the $350 000 be spent in this way:

Claims from Council for Reimbursement 1 July—31 December, 2002 (Port Pirie). $35 000

Claims for councils for binding commitments—Whyalla, Holdfast Bay, and possibly Adelaide based on negotiations ~ $94 000
for six months salary and vehicle lease (for Whyalla).

Ceduna additional funding for Bush Breakway program. $30 000
Funding for three metropolitan regions to develop feasibility work. $45 000

Remaining funding to be used to provide seed funding in the event D.H.S. identifies Port Augusta and Noarlunga as t§446 000
trial sites for intensive parenting programs for at risk and high risk families.

The funds were spent on: $15 000

City of Norwood, Payneham and St. Peters—additional funding for Crime Prevention program.

Payment to Synapse for second payment for residential break and enter. $10 000

University of South Australia—submission of final report for the Children and Domestic Violence Program. $3 272

Transport S.A. Northern Metro Regional Crime Prevention Strategy research and feasibility study. $15 000
City of Holdfast Bay—Southern region Crime prevention funding—feasibility study. $16 304

City of Holdfast Bay—Southern region Crime prevention funding—separation of former crime prevention consultant to$15 000
Council.

Grafxar Multimedia—Early Intervention CD ROM. $2 198
Ceduna—Bush Breakaway Program. $30 000
City of Port Augusta—Summer activities funding. $ 4545

Department of Human Services payment for 2002-3 funding of the Panyappi Program. $ 80 000
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Town of Gawler—funding for 2003/04 Northern Crime Prevention Strategy. $90 000
Contribution to the Australian Crime and Violence Prevention awards $6684
Transport S.A. Northern Metro Regional Crime Prevention Strategy research and feasibility study. $ 10000
The University of Western Australia—evaluation of N.D.V. domestic violence project. $ 36818
Human Services—Port Augusta Youth Support Service Basketball program. $9648

In reply toHon. I.F. EVANS: (8 February). 2003-04. The Committee asked for and was sent this document on

The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: At the end of 2001-02 the 2 December, 2004. A copy of this material was then sent to my
Attorney-General's Department requested a total of $15 200 000 ddffice for information—along with all other documents sent to the
carryovers. An amount of $7 563 000 was rejected by the DepartSelect Committee at its request.
ment of Treasury and Finance.

In casting the 2002-03 budget, those programs the new In reply toMr HAMILTON-SMITH (8 February).

Government regarded as essential or obligatory that were affected The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: | am advised as follows:

by the $7.5 million of rejected bids were funded by reallocatingthe  On 17 March, 2004 , Mr Bill Cossey, the former Acting Chief
existing Justice budget. This included funding Commonwealth an@xecutive of Justice approved a transfer of $95 000 from within the
externally-funded programs. existing Attorney-General's Department budget to the Video

As far as | am aware, there was little effect on services to theConferencing project. These funds were not paid from the Crown
public from the Treasury rejection of some of the carryover bids. Solicitor’'s Trust Account.

A search of the Departmental file on that project has not been
SNOWTOWN MURDERS able to locate any document showing that the Mr Bill Cossey gave
approval for additional funds to be paid from the Crown Solicitor's

In reply toHon. R.G. KERIN (15 February). Trust Account.

The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: Cabinet approved to 2003-04 a
total of $19.272 million for funding for the bodies-in-the-barrel case. PAROLE BOARD
The budget for the case is a separate administered item in the
Attorney-General's Administered Department budget. This money In reply toHon. R.G. KERIN (23 September 2004).
was not deposited in the Crown Solicitor’s Trust Account. The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: The Attorney-General has

An amount of $1.76 million for this case was requested to beprovided this advice:
carried over from 2003-2004 into 2004-05. This was done through Ms Nelson makes some valid points; however, it is difficult to

the approved Cabinet carry over process. say whether courts have been too lenient or otherwise without
looking at the facts and results in particular cases.
CROWN SOLICITOR’S TRUST ACCOUNT The law itself states that if a person is mentally incompetent to
commit the offence or unfit to stand trial, he or she is found not
In reply toMr HAMILTON-SMITH (15 February). guilty but is subject to & limiting term’ pronounced by the judge.

The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: The former management of the The courts have decided that the limiting term is the maximum
Attorney-General's Department deposited the money into the Crowsentence appropriate to the offence deemed to have been committed.
Solicitor’s Trust Account and formally approved the deposits.In the case of murder, that would be life. In the case of common
Accordingly, neither staff in SAPOL nor the Minister for Police had assault, that would be 2 years. That is a fixed outer limit.

any involvement in transacting or authorising the deposits. At any time during the limiting term, the court may, on the
application of the Crown, the defendant, Parole Board, the Public
In reply toHon. R.G. KERIN (9 February). Advocate or another person with a proper interest in the matter, vary

The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: On 26 June, 2003, former Justice or revoke a supervision order and, if the order is revoked, make, in
Chief Executive, Ms. Kate Lennon, approved a deposit of $350 008ubstitution for the order, any other order that the court might have
into the Crown Solicitor’s Trust Account with the title of ‘Provision made under the mental impairment provisions in@nigninal Law
for payments to local councils for Local Crime Prevention ProgramConsolidation Act.
contractual obligations’. The court, in deciding such proceedings, among other things,

On 28 November, 2003, the former Director of the Crime should have regard to whether the defendant is, or would if released
Prevention Unit, Dr. Hank Prunkun, approved the payment of thébe, likely to endanger another person, or other persons, generally.
$30 000 to the Ceduna Bush Breakaway Program. These funds were The Attorney-General sought advice on the mental impairment
paid from normal operating and then credited with a debit to cashprovisions from the Policy and Legislation Section of his Depart-
A corresponding amount of cash was then drawn from the Crowment.

Solicitor’s Trust Account. For the purpose of assisting the court to determine proceedings

As | was not aware that a deposit into the Crown Solicitor’s Trustunder mental impairment provisions, the Crown must provide the
Account occurred in June 2003, | am not in a position to explain whycourt with a report setting out, so far as reasonably ascertainable, the
the funding was transferred to that account. | can only speculate thatews of the victim (if any) of the defendant’s conduct; and if a
there was underspending in June, 2003, and the former C.E.Qictim was killed as a result of the defendant’s conduct, the next of
thought it might be difficult to gain Treasury approval for the kin of the victim.
carryover. The action of placing the amount in the Crown Solicitor's  The Attorney-General points out, however, that a report is not
Trust Account was, nevertheless, wrong and outside the Cabinetquired if the purpose of the proceeding is to determine whether a

approved processes. defendant who has been released on license should be detained or
subjected to a more rigorous form of supervision; or to vary, in minor
In reply to theMr HAMILTON-SMITH (8 February). respects, the conditions on which a defendant is released on license.

The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: | am advised that | was not given Furthermore, a means a person who suffered significant mental
a folder of material titledA summary of Carryover and Cost Pres- or physical injury as a direct consequence of the offence, and the
sure Submissions for the Attorney-General’s Department for the  next of kin of a person killed means that person’s spouse (or putative
Year 2004-05" during 2004. spouse), parents and children.

This document, | am advised, was an internal working document  The Forensic Mental Health Service employs a social worker to
drafted in the finance area of the Attorney-General's Department foprepare reports on the views of victims or next of kin, such as Peter
use in the final decision-making processes for setting the 2004-08urst’s next of kin.
budget. | believe it was originally considered by Mr Bill Cossey in  The Attorney-General met with Ms Nelson to discuss these issues
his role of Acting Chief Executive Officer and it was then given by in May, 2003. At the end of the meeting, the Attorney asked that Ms
Finance to Mr Mark Johns on his appointment as Chief ExecutivdNelson summarise her submissions in writing so that he could use
in late June, 2004. the letter as the basis for obtaining further advice. Ms Nelson'’s letter

The document was referred to in evidence given by Ms Debraf 24 May, 2004 to the Attorney was the result of their discussion.
Contala to the Legislative Council Select Committee on Allegedlylt was never intended that this letter would receive a separate
Unlawful Practices Raised in the Auditor-General’'s Annual Reportresponse.
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CROWN SOLICITOR’'S TRUST ACCOUNT

In reply toHon. R.G. KERIN (10 February).

The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: | am advised as follows:

On 16 June, 2003, the former Chief Executive of Justice, Miss
Kate Lennon, decided that approval be sought to carry over unex-
pended funds from the Crime Prevention Unit budget (2002-03) of
$350 000. It was also approved that $30 000 of this amount be spent
on the additional funding for the Ceduna’s Bush Breakaway
Program.

On 26 June, 2003, Miss Kate Lennon approved a deposit of
$350 000 into the Crown Solicitor’s Trust Account with the title of
‘Provision for payments to local councils for Local Crime Prevention
Program contractual obligations’.

On 28 November, 2003, the former Director of the Crime
Prevention Unit, Dr. Hank Prunkun, approved the payment of the
$30 000 to the Ceduna Bush Breakaway Program. These funds were
paid from normal operating and then credited with a debit to cash.
A corresponding amount of cash was then drawn from the Crown
Solicitor's  Trust Account. This was Miss Lennon’s and
Mr Pennifold’s routine M.O. In disguising their misuse of the Crown
Solicitor's Trust Account. It is this M.O. to which the Liberal
Opposition makes no objection.

In reply toMr HAMILTON-SMITH (15 February).
The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: | am advised as follows:

Remuneration Tribunal, Determination and Report of
the—Travelling and Accommodation Allowances—
No. 1 of 2005

By the Treasurer (Hon. K.O. Foley)—

Electricity Industry Superannuation Scheme—Report
2003-04

By the Minister for Transport (Hon. P.F. Conlon)—

Regulations under the following Acts—
Road Traffic—Photographic Detection Devices—
Impounding and Forfeiture of Motor Vehicles

By the Attorney-General (Hon. M.J. Atkinson)—

Regulations under the following Act—
Summary Offences—Impounding and Forfeiture of
Motor Vehicles

By the Minister for Health (Hon. L. Stevens)—

Ceduna Koonibba Aboriginal Health Service Inc—Report
2003-04

Controlled Substances Advisory Council—Report 2003-04

Regulations under the following Acts—

Dental Practice—Special Needs Dentistry

Medical Practice—Elections

Occupational Therapists—Fees

The former Chief Executive of Justice, Ms Kate Lennon, andthe By the Minister for Industrial Relations (Hon. M.J.
former Acting Chief Executive of Justice, Mr Bill Cossey, had Wright)—
S

financial expenditure delegations of $500 000 excluding G.S.T.M
Lennon approved the payment to SAPOL under her own expenditure
delegation with no reference to me. The final approval to pay the
cheque was made by Mr Bill Cossey.

ESTIMATES COMMITTEES A AND B,
UNDERSPENDING

In reply to various members.

In the financial year 2002-03, for all departments and agencie
reporting to the Premiét, what underspending on projects and
programs was not approved by Cabinet for carryover expenditure in
2003-047?

(2) In addition the question was also asked of the following
ministers:

- Treasurer/Minister for Police

Minister for Industry, Trade & Regional Development/Minister

for Mineral Resources Development/Minister for Small Business

Minister for Infrastructure/Minister for Energy/Minister for

Emergency Services

Minister for Aboriginal Affairs and Reconciliation/Minister for

Correctional Services/Minister Assisting the Minister for

Environment and Conservation

Minister for Health/Minister assisting the Premier in Social

Inclusion

Minister for Transport

Minister for Employment, Training and Further Educa-

tion/Minister for Status of Women

Minister for Administrative Services/Minister for Recreation,

Sport and Racing

Minister for Education and Children’s Services/Minister for

Tourism

Minister for Families and Communities/Minister for Hous-

ing/Minister for Disability

The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: For the Ministers of whom the question

Regulations under the following Acts—
Fees Regulation Act 1927
Industrial and Employee Relations—
Representation
General
WorkCover Corporation—Claims Management

By the Minister for State/Local Government Relations
gHon. R.J. McEwen)—

Boundary Adjustment Facilitation Panel—Report 2003-04
Regulations under the following Acts—

City of Adelaide—Allowances and Benefits

Local Government—Allowances and Benefits
Local Council By-Laws—

Kangaroo Island Council

No. 1—Permits and Penalties

No. 2—Moveable Signs

No. 3—Local Government Land

No. 4—Roads

No. 5—Dogs

No. 6—Bird Scaring Devices

By the Minister for Consumer Affairs (Hon. K.A.
Maywald)—

Regulations under the following Acts—
Liquor Licensing—Long Term Dry Areas—Nairne,
Mount Barker and Hahndorf.

McGEE, Mr E.

The Hon. M.D. RANN (Premier): | seek leave to make
a ministerial statement.
Leave granted.

was asked, the enclosed table lists the 2002-03 carryover requests The Hon. I.P. LEWIS: Mr Speaker, are copies of the
Eubmittgd r;smd those that were not approved for car(rjyover. Il'i Shot;“ﬁtatement available?
e noted that government agencies are not required to seek Cabinet i ; P
approval to carryover all underspending. This means that there is The SPEAKER: Itis pelng distributed now.
some underspending that is not considered by Cabinet for possible The Hon. I.P. LEWIS: Mr Speaker, on a point of order,
carryover. may | ask that, in future, the subject matter of ministerial
There is not, in all cases, a one to one relationship betweegtatements be flagged at the time that leave is sought?

Ministers responsibilities and the scope of agency activities. The Tha SPEAKER: The house seeks to do that. and it is
agency data may therefore only reflect that part of the agency that ) ’

reports to the Minister. eing done now. It is always the intention that the paperwork
be available at the time of the statement. The Premier has
PAPERS TABLED leave.

The Hon. M.D. RANN: Thank you, sir. | am quite happy
to wait until the material is distributed—and | can inform the
honourable member that it relates to the Eugene McGee trial.

The following papers were laid on the table:
By the Premier (Hon. M.D. Rann)—
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The SPEAKER: The Premier may commence his  The royal commission will have extensive powers to
statement. undertake its inquiries. Under the Royal Commission Act, the
The Hon. M.D. RANN: Thank you, sir. The tragic death commissioner will have the power to:
of cyclist lan Humphrey in a shocking hit and run collision ©  Summons witnesses;
on 30 November 2003 has touched all decent South summons the production of documents or records; and
Australians. | have made my views known about the lack of €xamine witnesses on oath.
humanity shown by Eugene McGee, the driver who killed laridnder the terms of the act, the royal commission may at its
Humphrey and left him for dead on the side of the road. discretion take evidence in public or private. Unless the
The investigation of lan Humphrey's death and thecommissioner directs otherwise, persons appearing before it
subsequent trial of McGee have given rise to a number dhay be represented by counsel or a solicitor. However, the
issues that the government intends to address in the pub@@vernment does not intend to fund counsel or solicitors at
interest. Firstly, today the Attorney-General will give notice @ny hearings conducted by the commission. | want this
of the introduction of a bill to enact legislation to increase thénquiry to be undertaken as quickly and professionally as
penalty tenfold for drivers who negligently or recklessly Possible. | do not want another expensive and long lawyers’
cause the death or serious injury of another person and théi®lic— . o
flee the scene. Hit and run drivers who cause death or injury Mr Brindal: Like the State Bank Royal Commission?
will be subject to the same maximum penalty of 10 years as The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Unley is out of
drivers who cause death by dangerous driving. If passe@yder.
there will no longer be any incentive for irresponsible drivers ~ The Hon. M.D. RANN: | would have thought that all
to flee the scene of the crime. The loophole that provides fomembers of this house would be interested in finding justice
a lesser term for cowardice will be closed. onthisissue.
The bill will also increase the maximum penalty for ~Membersinterjecting: ,
causing death or serious injury by dangerous driving in "€ Hon. M.D. RANN: According to statements made
aggravated circumstances such as fleeing police apprehei. the Leader of the Opposition—
sion, having a blood alcohol concentration of .15 or greater, Membersinterjecting:
driving under the influence of drugs or excessive speeding. "€ SPEAKER: The member for Davenport and the
Those convicted of an aggravated offence of causing deatR€mber for Unley. The member for Unley is off to a bad
by dangerous driving will face a maximum penalty of Start _ _ _
15 years’ imprisonment if this legislation is passed by the The Hon. M.D. RANN: | am particularly interested in
parliament. The maximum penalty for repeat offenders willchanges that will prevent the prosecution from being
also be increased. ambushed at trial by psychiatric and other expert evidence
Secondly, the government will establish a roya|without the opportunity to properly test that evidence. | was

commission to consider a number of issues relating to th !SQ CO”.Ce”.‘ed to I_earn that the“? may hav_e _begn some

investigation and prosecution of offences committed b ifficulty in this case in the presentation ofthe victim impact

McGee. The royal commission will consider the following statement. The government is therefore interested to hear

issues: ' directly from victims’ organisations about how the process

) . . ._for presenting victim impact statements to court can be
the failure to breath test or blood test McGee following h|sfurther improved. The Attorney-General will be following

iar;rt?s;.to determine the level of blood alcohol concen-thiS up with victims’ groups.

heth h incioal . . Mr T | want victims and the families of victims, like
whether the principal prosecution witness, Mr Tony s Gijchrist-Humphrey, to have every opportunity to present

Felice, was given adequate opportunity 0 give evidencg ey jiews to the court. The royal commission will be asked
on the issue of whether McGee was attempting to overtaky renort as soon as practicable and no later than 20 June
Mr Feilce |mm.ed|ately before the coil|§|on, 2005. The government intends to recommend to Her Excel-
what information Tony and John Zisimou gave to thejency the Governor that former justice Gregory Reginald
police and why they were not called to give evidence aljames QC of New South Wales be appointed as the commis-
the trial; sioner to undertake the inquiry. Gregory James QC is
whether there was adequate opportunity for the proseceminently qualified to undertake this inquiry. He has served
tion to present rebuttal evidence at the trial in relation t%_ distinguished |ega| career, practising in all states and
psychiatric evidence presented by the defence and, if sgerritories in Australia. Former justice James QC retired from
why such evidence was not presented; the Supreme Court of New South Wales on 1 May 2005, last
whether psychiatric evidence should have been present&linday. He was appointed as Justice of the Court on 14 April
by the prosecution as part of the sentencing hearing and998.
if so, whether there was adequate opportunity to do so; Prior to his appointment to the bench, former justice James
and, if so, why no such evidence was presented. practised as a barrister and was involved in a number of
The royal commission will inquire into and make findings significant trials and royal commissions. He was appointed
and recommendations in relation to those issues. It will alsa Queen’s Counsel in 1982. MrJames prosecuted the
be invited to make any recommendations in relation toAustralian war crimes trials in South Australia between 1990
changes to any law, practice or procedure it considerand 1994. He has appeared in the royal commissions into
necessary and practicable arising from its findings. Théritish nuclear tests in Australia; into Aboriginal deaths in
government is determined to ensure that the justice systeoustody; into WA Inc.; and into the New South Wales
learns from this tragic experience and that the mistakes of thauilding industry. Mr James is a commissioner (part time) of
past are not repeated. Rather than eroding the fabric of otihe New South Wales Law Reform Commission.
justice system, as claimed by those who do not want scrutiny, He was formerly vice-chairman of the Australian Criminal
we want this inquiry and our actions to strengthen the systent.awyers’ Association and chairman of the New South Wales
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Criminal Lawyers’ Association, director of the International Nuriootpa town gas regulator and a gas meter; and Snowtown
Society for the Reform of the Criminal Law and consultantMeats has received a grant of up to $35 000 to assist with the
to the Australian Law Reform Commission. Mr James is agedipgrade of power supply.
60 and is married with two children. Additionally, under the state government's Enterprise
Zone initiative for the Upper Spencer Gulf and Outback,
REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT INFRASTRUCTURE $3 million has been committed over four financial years.
FUND While this fund is for projects broader than just infrastructure,
o ) it would be reasonable to assume that infrastructure projects
The Hon. K.A. MAYWALD (Minister for Regional will feature heavily. | am aware that projects under this fund
Development):| seek leave to make a ministerial statementyre currently under consideration. Further, through its annual
regarding the Regional Development Infrastructure Fund. 1oyrism Development Fund, the South Australian Tourism
Leave granted. _ ) Commission allocates funding for tourism infrastructure
The Hon. K.A. MAYWALD:  Since 2002, the Regional projects. So, contrary to recent inaccurate reports in the local
Development Infrastructure Fund has committed approXipaper here, the Regional Development Infrastructure Fund is
mately $7.4 million to strategic infrastructure in the region.going from strength to strength. With the support of—
Infrastructure projects approved in 2002-03 and 2003-04 My venning: Don't take Rory’s word for it.

financial years are expected to generate 190 jobs and yne SPEAKER: Order! The member for Schubert s out
$4.7 million in direct capital expenditure. They include ¢ rder.

$1 million committed to the Fitzgerald Bay commercial The Hon. K.A. MAYWALD: With the support of the

fishing harbour, $400 000 committed to the Port Broughto%tate’s regional development boards, infrastructure projects

boat harbour, $200 000 committed to the Port Lincoln H :
wastewater reuse scheme and $40 000 committed to Pﬁlég:itgelgiayl tﬁ?smgr(n)\ljg;'%/mr;en?ds are being supported and

Limestone Coast phylloxera treatment facility. Members interiecting:
Over the last six months, the RDIF guidelines have been Th SPEAKE]R' Ogd 'S bers h indicated
reviewed. Based on consultation with the state’s region}: € - Drder: some memoers have indicate

development boards, the review considered how the fun atitis very hot under the lights. The chair is trying to get
could be better aligned with regional industry and stat e temperature reduced. We do not want members fainting

priorities. This review has resulted in an increase in both th rturning into scaring devices. In the absence of the Deputy

quality and quantity of applications. | anticipate that, for theTrr:rrlr']slsgrthls questions will be taken by the Minister for

first time since its inception six years ago, the amount
allocated for the Regional Development Infrastructure Fund
for this financial year will be fully committed. This year, the
fund’s support has been provided to the strategic priorities
identified in the State Infrastructure Plan and, in particular
includes $2 million towards upgrading the reliability of the
Kangaroo Island power supply, intensive poultry farming ancg
meat processing in the Wakefield Plains area, and region embers’ electorates, | asked for a brief for the full Liberal
|ndustr|_al estates. _ _ Party room.
Regional development infrastructure funding has recently Members interjecting:
been committed to the following projects: the Flinders The SPEAKER: O d I Th ber for D th
Industrial Estate at Port Pirie—and | think that the Leader € -Lrder: the memberior Davenport has
would be happy to know that $538 400 has been granted f&Pe call. S
the provision of common use infrastructure to the allotments  Membersinterjecting: o _
within the Flinders Industrial Estate including gas, electricity, 1 1€ SPEAKER: Order! A matter of privilege is a serious
sewer, water, telecommunications, roads and kerbinghatter. Members should listen in silence.
lighting, drainage and associated earthworks. This project The Hon. L.LF. EVANS: Thank you, Mr Speaker. As the
will support and assist viable small to medium businesdishing industry isimportant to the South-East, it was agreed
enterprises to improve opportunities for expansion to achievéhat the briefing would be held this Thursday at Mount
long term sustainability. Gambier. At 5 p.m. Friday, the government contacted my
Further, $140 000, made up of a grant of $80 000 and &ffice cancelling the briefing on the basis—
loan of $60 000, has been awarded to the Blyth Industrial An honourable member interjecting:
Estate towards a project which will provide assistance to the The Hon. I.F. EVANS: —that is true—that it would cost
upgrading of the water supply and power for the proposedoo much to bring the public servants down to Mount
estate; the Clare North Industrial Estate will receiveGambier. The government's denying the brief this week on
$112 500; the Baroota Reservoir has received a grant dhe basis of costs impedes us in our role as MPs. In the
$100 000 to assist with the cost of a common pipeline angiormal course of events, the brief would have been provided
manifolding installation for the reservoir’s irrigation expan- to us in Adelaide and should have been provided to us here
sion; Port Wakefield Poultry Farm was granted $85 000 t@t Mount Gambier. We ask you, sir, whether there has been
assist with expansion of broiler farms; Chickenmate farms breach of privilege.
has received a grant of $60 000; the Ozone Hotel at The SPEAKER: The chair will consider the matter and
Kingscote has received a grant of $72 500 to offset infrastrucask the minister to provide all relevant material.
ture costs associated with the augmentation and connection
to power, water and STEDs; Coonawarra Gold at Nuriootpa The Hon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Environment and
(the member for Schubert would be pleased to know) ha€onservation): Mr Speaker, perhaps | can—
received a grant of $78 500 to assist with the upgrade of the Members interjecting:

MARINE PARKS

The Hon. I.LF. EVANS (Davenport): | rise on a matter

of privilege. About two weeks ago | was briefed on the

overnment’s marine park proposal as shadow minister for
vironment. As marine parks touch on a number of my
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The SPEAKER: Order! It is not appropriate to debate the not let down the ratepayers or the taxpayers of Mount
matter now. The minister always has the opportunity, if heGambier. We have stepped in. | can tell members that those
wishes, to make a statement during the proceedings of thmises will continue to run. Let us not talk about promises

parliament. next year. Those buses will continue to run; that is this
government’s commitment.
QUESTION TIME Mr Brokenshire interjecting:
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Mawson has
BUS SERVICES, REGIONAL been warned; he will be named in a minute.

The Hon. P.F. CONLON: It would be difficult for me to

The Hon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition): My ~ agree with the proposition of the Leader of the Opposition
question is to the Premier. Given the depth of feelinghat we agree to their commitment. The commitment
demonstrated outside the chamber today, will the governmefii€mbers opposite released today is that the Liberal Party will
now commit to matching the Liberal Party’s undertaking tofund all regional services completely. How many are those?
fully fund bus services in regional centres, including MountThere are six regional services at present. When Renmark
Gambier? rings up, will you fund its bus service? What about Berri?

Members interjecting: Members interjecting:

The SPEAKER: Order! When the house comes to order  The Hon. P.F. CONLON: Canyou tell us how much that
the minister will respond. The Minister for Transport. will cost?

‘o . The Hon. WA. Matthew interjecting:
The Hon. P.F. CONLON (Minister for Transport): X .
Thank you, sir. | am the minister— The SPEAKER: | warn the member for Bright. The next

Members interiecting: member who transgresses will be named. o
The HonIPFJC(SI\?LON' Sir, this being the first The Hon. P.F. CONLON: The history of this funding is

question asked in Mount Gambier, | would ask those on tr;Evat there has not been arole for state government to provide

other side to have a little more decorum and courtesy. As thauS Services in small or regional towns. There has not been.
Minister for Transport, | have been dealing with this issue for h_|s came abo_ut because local co_unC|Is proposed that if they
some four weeks. paid a proportion of the bus services the state government

Members interjecting: would step in and pay two-thirds. | point out to everyone here
The Hon. P FJ CONLON' It really is difficult, isn'tit, to that was the arrangement that obtained for 8%z years under the

. e o . y L revious Liberal government—under John Olsen, Dean

P;S\égjfs?)gﬁ;fi\évfrr fo & serious question with this sort o rown and Rob Kerin that was the arrangement. | indicate to

Members interjec.ting' the house that their commitment to fund all regional services

) . is as reliable as their promise not to sell ETSA.
The SPEAKER: Order! | remind members that all Mr WILLIAMS: | rise on a point of order, sir. The

standing orders apply in Mount Gambier equally as well Fninister is debating. This is question time. He told the house

they do in North Terrace. S ’
The Hon. P.F. CONLON: The question was whether we ghpago?tinvi\{;uw answer the question if we gave him the

will match the Liberal commitment made today. | will talk The SPEAKER: Order! It is a point of order of debate.
about that. | will tell the Leader of the Opposition what We, The minister needs to focus on the question, not debate it.

as a government, have. been doing Yon this. The Hon. P.F. CONLON: If the commitment of the
The H,?n' l.F.Evans: Why don't you answer the | gaqer of the Opposition is that members opposite are
question’ committing a future government to fund all regional bus

The Hon. P.F. CONLON: | will answer the question as  ggrices—no matter where they are in South Australia—we
soon as you have the courtesy to allow me. | met with thgyi| not be matching that because it is utter nonsense and it
Local Government Association dealing with the provincial i never happen. It is as good as their promise not to sell

cities on this issue last week; and | am meeting with the=Tsa__and the people of Mount Gambier will not fall for it.
Mount Gambier local government representatives tomorrowye will have positive discussions—

on it. | can say that our meeting last week— Mr Brokenshire interjecting:
The Hon. |.F. Evans: That's not the question. The SPEAKER: Order!
The Hon. P.F. CONLON: | will come to the commitment Mr Brokenshire interjecting:

you mgade today, because | have some questions about your The SPEAKER: Order! | name the member for Mawson
commitment— o for defying the chair. Does he wish to be heard in explan-

An honourable member interjecting: ~ation? Is there an apology?

The Hon. P.F. CONLON | am not a"OWed to? That is Mr BROKENSHIRE: |am prepared to ap0|ogise, but |
all right. I had discussions last week; | will have further yas antagonised about the lack of commitment.
discussions with the LGA. | will have very pOSitiVe discus- The SPEAKER: There is no excuse. Do you ap0|ogise?
sions with the Mount Gambier council onthisand arange of \r BROKENSHIRE: Sir, | apologise totally.
issues. | point out that the buses are running in Mount The SPEAKER: The chair will accept it at present, but

Gambier because— if the honourable member continues he will suffer the
Mr Brokenshire interjecting: consequences.

The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for Mawson.

The Hon. P.F. CONLON: The buses are running in The Hon. R.G. KERIN: I have a supplementary question.
Mount Gambier because the state government stepped inill the minister agree to meet with a delegation from the
the breach when the local government withdrew its fundingcommunity later today about the bus services?

We would like to get relations back on a far more positive  The Hon. P.F. CONLON: | will meet with any reason-
footing, so we will be talking about that tomorrow. We haveable person who has a reasonable—
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Members interjecting: in the prosecution’s management of the case? In the aftermath
The Hon. P.F. CONLON: | have arranged meetings— of the case, there has been considerable comment about the
Members interjecting: prosecution’s failure to rebut psychiatric evidence provided

The Hon. P.F. CONLON: They are just so rude. | have by the defence or to introduce evidence from two witnesses
agreed to meet everyone who has a reasonable position to puo have raised questions about the defendant’s driving on
on local transport here. | am meeting Mr Paul Jenner—whéhe day of the accident.
your federal minister ran away from when he was down here. The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): The
Isn’t that right? Presumably, he ran away from Mr Jennerfoyal commission will deal with all matters that might have
who has campaigned on local transport issues for years. | al@d to any deficiencies in the prosecution of Eugene McGee.
meeting with him this week. | am meeting anyone with aWhat | can say is that only efforts to improve resources to the
reasonable request to meet me. | have never had a requé¥fice of the Director of Public Prosecutions have occurred
from this delegation you mention. | have not had a requestinder this government. From memory, there have been five
but I am happy to fit them in somehow. We will do it becauseseparate special increases, recurrent increases, to the Office
we meet people and we are happy to do it; that is why we aref the Director of Public Prosecutions since this government
here. Do not forget who opposed coming down here to medtame to office. In fact, just to make that more precise, | think

local people. it is four recurrent increases and a one-off increase to the
The SPEAKER: Order! The minister is debating the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions.
guestion. There was a report into the underfunding of the Office of
the Director of Public Prosecutions during the term of the
SIR ROBERT HELPMANN THEATRE previous government, and nothing was done in the budget by

the then Liberal government to act on that report. However,

Ms THOMPSON (Reynell): My question is to the thatreport's recommendations have been largely fulfilled by
Minister Assisting the Premier in the Arts. Given the this government, which has made a series of increases in real
importance of this auditorium—the Sir Robert Helpmannterms to the budget of the Office of the Director of Public
Theatre—to the people of Mount Gambier, has the theatrBrosecutions to get the case load of individual prosecutors
benefited from the government’s extra investment in regionadlown from the backbreaking level that it was under the
cultural facilities? former attorney-general—

The Hon. J.D. HILL (Minister Assisting the Premier Members interjecting:
inthe Arts): | am pleased to be able to answer this question, The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: Money has been provided
standing on the stage of this theatre. This theatre, as membeavgll ahead of the consumer price index. Indeed, under this
would know, was opened in 1982 as part of the Mountgovernment, the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions
Gambier Civic Centre by His Royal Highness The Prince ohas been one of the most generously treated agencies in the
Wales. The theatre was later named, of course, the Sir Robevhole of government.

Helpmann Theatre. That world-renowned ballet dancer was
born in Mount Gambier in 1909 and spent his early childhood SOLAR SCHOOLS PROGRAM
in the town before moving to Adelaide with his family. . o .

For 25 years the building has been well used and loved, Ms RANKINE (Wright): My question is to the Minister
but it is now getting a bit tired—as members of the audiencgfor Education and Children’s Services. What are the latest
in particular, would recognise. In fact, the theatre has not haglevelopments in the South Australian solar schools program?
a major upgrade, other than work commenced in 2003-04 The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Educa-
under this government's program for better regional theatredion and Children’s Services): | thank the member for
In 2003-04 the government through Country Arts has funded{Vright for her question—
better fire services for this theatre, replaced theatre lights— Mr Brindal interjecting: .
perhaps they are the lights about which the member for Stuart The SPEAKER: The member for Unley will come to
is complaining—provided new emergency communication®rder!
systems between front of house and backstage staff and The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: She is one of those
provided new auditorium speakers. This year, we will fundmembers who is absolutely committed to ongoing improve-
new seats, and the foyer will be repainted and recarpeted. lRents in education and recognises the link between
addition, sound loops will be installed to improve the theatreeducational and environmental values. The member for
experience for the hearing impaired. Wright refers to a program which began in the year 2003

| advise the house that the theatre will be closed fromvhen the Premier announced that we would be solar power-
20 May 2005 until 10 June 2005 for these refurbishments té1g schools and kindergartens with a $1.25 million SA solar
be completed. | further inform the house that an officialSchool strategy. This is part of our South Australian State
function to mark the refurbishment will be held in conjunc- Strategic Plan, which urges us to complete 250 installations
tion with the performance of Fiddler's festival on SaturdayWithin 10 years. We are well on track to that goal with the
18 June. Thanks to this new investment, the Sir Robefiecentannouncement today of 30 new schools, bringing to 74
Helpmann Theatre will again rank as one of the best theatrdge number on which we have worked since coming to power.

in regional Australia. The new schools which have been announced include two
in this area, in fact, and | have spoken to the principal of
McGEE, Mr E. Keith Area School. | also visited Michelle De Garis’ Kinder-

garten, which is a stunning kindergarten, with a very strong

The Hon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition): My  focus on water watch, solar energy and water conservation.
guestion is to the Attorney-General. Will the royal This kindergarten will be receiving solar panels in the next
commission into the Eugene McGee case assess whetHew months. In terms of the activity in the electorate of the
underfunding of the DPP’s office was a contributing factormember for Wright, two of her schools will receive solar
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panels in this tranche—Golden Grove Primary School and Mr BROKENSHIRE: Sir, | have a supplementary
Manor Farm Kindergarten. They will also be switching ontoquestion. Based on what the Attorney-General just said to the
solar power. The truth of the matter is that schools have parliament and given that the Attorney-General said there are
great opportunity to harness the sun’s energy and return amgore police now, why did he advise 5AA that there was a
excess power generated out of school hours and during tlwnsiderable underspend in the current police budget for
holidays. They can return power to the grid so that they arsalaries because there were not sufficient police and recruits
saving energy when they are working but, in addition, theyto take up that salary assessment and allocation? | am advised
are returning power to the grid so that they are reducinghat in the last week—

emissions. The Hon. P.F. Conlon:That’s not a question.

The solar panels we have installed have had a significant Mr BROKENSHIRE: Yes, it is. _
impact on educational outcomes, because they enmesh with The SPEAKER: It is more of a statement, | think. The
our other strategy, the complementary strategy in which wéttorney.
have had to put $1 million worth of water-saving devices into  The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: Mr Speaker, it is well
schools so that children in schools and kindergartens se@own that, although the most generous provision ever has
those activities taking place within their own schools. | thinkbeen made for police recruitment in the state’s history by this
itis really important that our educational processes not onlgovernment, there has been a difficulty in hiring sufficient
think about saving money through saving electricity but alsdPolice—
look at the educational opportunities and the chances that Ms Chapman interjecting:
children have to inform their parents and families about solar The SPEAKER: Order, the member for Bragg!
energy and water conservation. | am particularly pleased that The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: There has been difficulty—
the students are such good advocates, and | know that the The Hon. WA. Matthew interjecting:
students in the member for Wright's electorate will be The SPEAKER: Order, the member for Bright!
working hard to spread the word. The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: —in hiring suitable police

The SPEAKER: Before calling the next member, can | T€cruits. I would have hoped that the Liberal Opposition
ask members to be fairly close to the microphone when theyould agree with the government that, before someone is

speak, because the sound is not being picked up very C|ea,r|9cruited as a police officer or fc_)r.police training, those
for those in the gallery. people must be very carefully scrutinised and checked so that

suitable people are hired and, for that reason, police officers
have been brought from the United Kingdom, ready-made
police officers, to form part of that police complement.

) L Despite the most unpleasant reflections that have been made
Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): My question is to the on these recruits by the member for Mawson, we are pleased

Attorney-General. Will the royal commission into the Eugen€y .+ ohhies are coming to Australia to serve in the South
McGee case assess whether the inability of the governme stralia Police

to honour its undertaking to provide additional police was a
contnbutmg fgctpr in t.he fallure of the ppllce era(tment HOUSING, SOUTH-EAST
processes in its investigation and, in particular, its failure to

breath test Eugene McGee after the accident? Ms CICCARELLO (Norwood): My question is to the
The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): The  Minister for Housing. What is being done to assist people

guestion of why Mr McGee was not breath-tested is a mattewith complex needs in the South-East region?

before the royal commission. The Hon. J.W. WEATHERILL (Minister for Hous-
Members interjecting: ing): | was very pleased to accompany both the member for

The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: Mr Speaker, with the Norwood and the member for Florey to the office of

excention of the member for Hammond. the beople who arUni'[ingCare Wesley in Mount Gambier, where we witnessed
p ' Peop 8 magnificent program designed to provide support for people

disrupting and interrupting this parlia}ment are all member%th complex needs, including psychiatric disabilities, in their
g;itgeiSLg)emr::tePf{)tg];JQ?hgrfg;gfgosglnrgigigﬂr{ McGee, as Iacco_mmo_dation. This supported gccommodation projgct
! o ) provides independent housing to six to eight people with
Mrs Redmond: What royal commission? these complex needs and really is a showpiece of what we
The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: The royal commission that wish to achieve with disability and psychiatric health services
was just announced. If the member for Heysen had beein the community.
listening earlier she would have heard it announced. If the Central to this model is a collaboration between a number
member for Mawson mixed with police as much as he claim®f agencies: the South Australian Housing Trust; South-East
he would know that no police officer is authorised to breathregional health services; UnitingCare Wesley; and a range of
test an alleged offender more than two hours after thether non-government organisations. The essential feature of
accident or incident. That is the law of South Australia andhis program is to assist people to live independently, to assist
it is police practice, and has been for many years. That wathem to carry out those basic activities of life, and to allow
impressed on me as recently as Friday by the President of thieem to take control of their life. We know that if we can
Police Association, Mr Peter Alexander. Far from policeachieve this—and we are seeing this in this very project—
resources being an issue, on the contrary, the Labawhatwill happenisthat people will be better able to manage
government in this state is engaged in hiring more policgheir own medication, and they will have an opportunity to
officers so that there will be more police officers in absoluteavoid lengthy hospital stays.
terms and per head of population than at any time in South We are already seeing an impressive amount of hospital
Australia’s history. The South Australian Police Departmentavoidance through this process. Fewer bed days for people
is well resourced by this Labor government. who have in fact had quite severe mental disabilities in the

McGEE, Mr E.
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past have all been avoided through the way in which this Ms Breuer: Shut up.
support can be provided. So, instead of actually placing The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Giles, that is not
people coming out of hospital or institutions straight into thevery dignified behaviour.
community without any support, they have someone there The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): Before
who will provide a helping hand for them and, with that 1994, there were resident magistrates in Mount Gambier,
support, they are able to become better integrated peopWhyalla and Port Augusta. In a demonstration of the
within the community. commitment to rural South Australians by the previous
It has a number of important knock-on effects. It reduced.iberal government, all resident magistrates in country areas
the difficulties that we have seen exist with disruptivewere withdrawn by the former Liberal government. This was
tenancies, where people without this support get into troubléhe decision of the former attorney-general, the Hon. K.T.
in their own neighbourhoods. It also has a massive effect o@riffin. In 2002, the Labor Party’s pre-election justice policy
reducing the burden on the health care system and, imcluded this promise. As a pilot program, Labor will base a
particular, the mental health care system. Significantly, anthagistrate at Port Augusta to test whether this increases
most importantly of all, it improves the outcomes for thesecommunity confidence in the judicial process. We honoured
individuals. They become better integrated, well-connectedyur election commitment. On 30 September 2002, Mr Fred
happier and healthy members of our community. This is dield commenced duty as resident magistrate at Port Augusta
fantastic project. Mount Gambier should be proud that it ison a trial basis. Not only is Fred Field still a resident magi-
working so well here, and we would like to see it introducedstrate in Port Augusta but the trial was so successful that we
in other parts of the state. It will assist us in guiding ourgave Port Augusta a second resident magistrate—the member
planning for disability and psychiatric services into the futurefor Stuart would know this—in local lawyer Clive Kitchin.
Mr Brokenshire interjecting:
McGEE, Mr E. The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: Is the member for Mawson
disputing that Clive Kitchin was a Port Augusta lawyer? We
Mrs REDMOND (Heysen): Was the Attorney-General did not stop there in trying to undo the damage which the
aware that, for several months prior to the McGee case, theberal Party had done to our justice system. In January last
Office of the DPP had been pressing for changes to legislgrear—
tion to require pretrial disclosure of expert evidence? The MrBRINDAL: | rise on a point of order. Mr Speaker,
former DPP (Paul Rofe QC) has publicly stated that this;ou have berated me and other members of the opposition for
government rejected suggestions that the law be amendedteing incited by ministers. Can | ask you as chair to ensure
prevent defence ambushing prosecution in criminal trials withhat ministers do not incite the opposition by their answers?
unanticipated expert testimony. My question seeks informathey are clearly not allowed to debate.
tion about when the Attorney-General became aware of this The SPEAKER: The member for Unley’s point of order
problem. is valid. The Attorney was making unnecessary comment
The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON  (Attorney-General): about the opposition.
Problems with the criminal trial were apparent even before  The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: In January last year, we
we came into government, which is why Justice Martingave Mount Gambier its own resident magistrate. We did not
brought down a series of recommendations about how thave the support of the opposition but we went ahead and did
reform the criminal trial. These recommendations have beein. | understand that the first magistrate to take up the post
made periodically ever since | started law school in 1976. Thevas Chas Eardley. He was well received in the Mount
difficulty is that it is very hard to reach agreement betweerGambier community. The incumbent Mount Gambier
all elements of the criminal justice system. After discussionsnagistrate, Mr Greg Clark, took up his post on 14 February
with Mr Rofe, who was then the Director of Public Prosecu-this year, and | was pleased to meet Mr Clark and his staff at
tions, the matter was referred to a committee comprisinghe Mount Gambier court for lunch today.
Justice Duggan, who is a criminal law specialist, Justice Ms Chapman interjecting:
Sulan of the Supreme Court, Justice Rice of the District The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: | am glad that the member
Court, Wendy Abraham— for Bragg asked—
The Hon. |.F. Evans: Good memory. The SPEAKER: Order! The minister is now debating the
The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: —of a blessed memory— issue.
was on the committee dealing with just this topic together Mrs Redmond interjecting:
with Gordon Barrett, a renowned defence lawyer. There are The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: | was reintroduced to him
many more issues than the question of defence disclosurey the member for Heysen, and | thank the member for
There is also the question of prosecution disclosure. Heysen for answering the member for Bragg’'s question.
Mrs REDMOND: | rise on a point of order. My question During the Griffin years, Adelaide-based magistrates
specifically sought from the Attorney-General an answer te@onducted about 40 criminal circuits and five civil circuits a
when he became aware of the problem. year. This resulted in a substantial over-listing of matters
The SPEAKER: The Attorney will answer that issue.  during each criminal circuit, and considerable delays for
The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: The answer is periodically accused coming before the courts. Before the introduction of

since 1976. the Mount Gambier resident magistrate, the Adelaide Youth
Court conducted care and protection applications by tele-
MAGISTRATES, RURAL AREAS phone, and there was comment from the legal representatives

in these matters about the appropriateness of having such

Mr RAU (Enfield): My question is to the Attorney- matters heard over the telephone. Now that a resident
General. Can the Attorney report on the posting of magimagistrate is here, the Adelaide Youth Court’s family

strates to rural areas? conference team unit, and the care and protection unit, visit
An honourable member interjecting: Mount Gambier and Millicent regularly on circuit. In addition
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to sitting full-time at Mount Gambier, the magistrate also sits The Hon. L. STEVENS: Perhaps the member for
once a month in Naracoorte, Bordertown and Millicent. WherMawson would like to direct his criticisms to his federal
the resident magistrate is not sitting in any of the circuitcolleagues, whose major—

courts, he sits here in Mount Gambier. In 2004, Naracoorte Members interjecting:

had 30 circuit sitting days, Bordertown had 12, and Millicent The SPEAKER: Order!

11. The Hon. L. STEVENS: —responsibility is the training

Resident magistrates allow matters to be listed mor®f adequate numbers of nurses. There is an issue both here
expeditiously, and they have a highly visible presence withirand across all of Australia.
the community which ensures greater equity of access to Sir, the member for Finniss mentioned bullying and
justice. Resident magistrates have additional responsibilitidgarassment. As | said, | will be talking with the board
that focus on engaging with people at the local level. Eacispecifically in relation to the mental health situation.
resident magistrate has the responsibility to liaise with théiowever, I would like to point out to the house that when the
local legal profession, police, corrections, the AboriginalStokes-Wolff review was undertaken at Mount Gambier
Legal Rights movement— Hospital a year or so ago issues of bullying and harassment

The Hon. G.M. GUNN: On a point of order, sir: to flout VEre raised by Stokes. These matters are of a longstanding
the standing orders, and stop the opposition from askin ature. | have read the follow-up report of Stokes into the

ecommendations that he originally made, and huge improve-

questions, a ministerial statement is being made. - .
. ments have been made in that area as well. | will take up the
The SPEAKER: Order! | uphold the point of order. | issye with respect to the mental health nurse.

think that the Attorney has taken longer than is really Members interjecting:

necessary. Ministers can use ministerial statements. The SPEAKER: Order! Three or four members are trying
to challenge the standing orders, and it is not a good tech-
MENTAL HEALTH, MOUNT GAMBIER nigue. The member for Torrens.
HOSPITAL
STRUAN HOUSE
The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Deputy Leader of the
Opposition): Will the Minister for Health confirm that the Mrs GERAGHTY (Torrens): My question is to the
two qualified mental health nurses at the Mount GambieMinister for Administrative Services. What are the govern-
Hospital resigned last month, leaving the hospital without anent's plans for Struan House?
mental health service, and was bullying and intimidation by  The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Administrative
senior management again a key factor in the latest loss &@ervices):Members may be aware that Struan House—
senior hospital staff? At the beginning of this year, two fully ~ Membersinterjecting:
gualified and experienced mental health nurses and a The SPEAKER: Order! Members must speak at their
registered nurse doing post graduate mental health trainingicrophone—almost regard themselves as giving it a kiss,
provided an effective mental health service at the hospitabut they need not go quite that far. The minister.
Two weeks ago, the two qualified nurses resigned amid The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT: Struan House consists of two
claims of bullying and intimidation at the hospital, leaving nomain houses used primarily as the regional headquarters of
mental health service at the hospital. the Department of Primary Industries and Resources (PIRSA)
The Hon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health): | am @ndanumber of other buildings, including laboratories that

very pleased to answer the question from the Deputy Leade?'®, used as part of PIRSAs research facilities, SARDI. The
I would like to start by saying that a whole range of servicegn@in house is a two-storey stone mansion, with a two-storey
delivered through the Mount Gambier Hospital have im-turret add|_t|o_n and is pred(_)mmantly used for off!ces._The
proved immeasurably over the last three years. It was in ngecond building (the Mosquito Plains Homestead) is a single-
small measure due to the efforts of the staff of the hospital a3{0rey stone building that was built in 1860 as a homestead,
all levels, and also the members of the board. In relation t§nd is currently being used as PIRSA' agricultural research
the particular question regarding mental health services, at t§@ntre office and soil testing laboratory.

moment | am informed that the Mount Gambier Hospital has__The government has recently approved the Department for
only one mental health nurse and, of course, that is a conceffimary Industries and Resources SA to continue to operate
and | will be meeting with the Mount Gambier Hospital from the site. Extensive restoration works have been under-
Board tomorrow, and that matter will be on the agenda fofaken involving the restoration of the principal internal spaces
discussion. In relation to mental health services, the Soutrand identifying the original decorative paint schemes. The
East Regional Health Service, including this area, has n&overnmentis committed to maintaining and preserving this
been idle. At the moment they have instituted a full reviewr€gionally significant building in accordance with heritage
of mental health services across the region. That is beinggduirements. New works will be undertaken, including the

looked at in depth by a whole range of people, and we wildPgrade of building services to provide for the ongoing
be expecting new measures. operations of the Department of Primary Industries and

L - Resources.

Mr Brokenshire interjecting: Approximately $1 million of planned refurbishment will

The Hon. L. STEVENS: The member for Mawson talks jnclude restoration and conservation works and the upgrade
about the need for new nurses. We know that there are issugftne fire system and improved accessibility to the building.
in relation to nurse shortages across South Australia, anflork is expected to commence in late 2005. The collocation
since the state government came to office it has put intgf pJRSA's business service delivery units together with the
Operatlorl a$3 m|”|0n per annum recruitment and retent|orSARD| research and development Operation at Struan |S
strategy for nurses. beneficial for the South-East region. The government is

Mr Brokenshire interjecting: committed to supporting local regional communities and is
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sensitive to the heritage and conservation issues that existihink that is a sensible approach, and | am surprised that those

local communities. opposite want to make cheap shots about the fact that it will
take a little time to complete that planning process. | inspect-
FAMILY AND COMMUNITY SERVICES OFFICE ed the burnt-out site this morning, and | heard some of these

) o o concerns from the head of CYFS. Of course, they are
Mr HANNA (Mitchell): My question is to the Minister  concerned that their staff are spread over two separate
for Families and Communities. Why have the people Ofiocations. | think some of them are located in the RSL
Mount Gambier missed out on a permanent office for familyyyjiding and others are located in the South Australian
and community services since the Elizabeth Street bundlng{ousing Trust building. | know that is a difficult thing for
burnt down in April last year? o 5 them to have to endure in the short term, but we will be
The Hon. J.W. WEATHERILL (Minister for Families expediting the planning process to ensure that they have a
and Communities): | suppose that the obvious answer is thatpyrpose-built facility that assists them in carrying out their

it was burnt down and we have not rebuilt it. important tasks.

Members interjecting:

The Hon. J.W. WEATHERILL: Well, | did not burn it MENTAL HEALTH, MOUNT GAMBIER
down; | am sorry. HOSPITAL

Members interjecting:

The Hon. JW. WEATHERILL: We have decided to The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Deputy Leader of the
take the opportunity— Opposition): Will the Minister for Health confirm that, with

Members interjecting: the collapse of mental health services at the Mount Gambier

The Hon. J.W. WEATHERILL: Would you liketo hear Hospital, three mental health patients have been flown to
the answer? It is very difficult to give answers when there isAdelaide by the Royal Flying Doctor Service for treatment?
misbehaviour by those opposite. The opposition has been advised that in the past few days

Members interjecting: alone at least three patients have been flown by the Royal

The Hon. JW. WEATHERILL: Itis easy to see why the Flying Doctor Service to Adelaide for treatment at a cost of
people of Mount Gambier have lost confidence in the Libera$1 800 to the hospital per flight because there is no mental

party when— health service now at the hospital.

Members interjecting: The Hon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health): | say,

The SPEAKER: Order! The minister will not debate the again, that the deputy leader asserts of course that there is a
question. collapse of mental health services.

Members interjecting: Mr Brokenshire interjecting:

The SPEAKER: Order! The minister has the callandhe  The Hon. L. STEVENS: The deputy leader asserts the
should not provoke the opposition. collapse of mental health services at the hospital. That is

The Hon. JW. WEATHERILL: Well, | was trying to  something | will talk with the board about tomorrow in
create a little space to answer the question, sir. We have takeglation to the issue of mental health nurses. | point out that
the opportunity now, with the Department for Families andl think that the deputy leader has a nerve to be talking about
Communities, instead of thinking of the various agenciesnental health services in this state.
which form part of the Department for Families and Commu-  Membersinterjecting:
nites—and they include the Housing Trust, Child, Youthand The SPEAKER: The minister is starting to debate the
Family Services (CYFS), and the various other fundingquestion.
programs that we administer through CYFS, such as the The Hon. L. STEVENS: Let us be clear that mental
supported accommodation project (which | mentionechealth services in this state have been run down over many
earlier), the disability services and IDSC—to consider a joinyears.
exercise and the collocation of those services. The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | rise on a point of order, sir.

Ms Chapman interjecting: The question was very simple, indeed, asking whether the

The Hon. JW. WEATHERILL:  Well, most people minister would confirm that three mental health patients have
think that a single point of entry is actually a sensible way otheen flown to Adelaide at a cost of $1 800 per flight.
administering government businesses. It is actually— The SPEAKER: The member has asked his question. The

Ms Chapman interjecting: minister can provide some relevant background but should

The Hon. JW. WEATHERILL: It is the planning not debate the matter.
exercise we are going through at present with various staff The Hon. L. STEVENS: I do not have that information
from CYFS and the Housing Trust. Frankly, itis somethingat my fingertips, but | will certainly get that information and
that | have asked to be explored across the whole of Soutfyovide a full answer to the house. The Royal Flying Doctor
Australia, notjustin the Mount Gambier area. As we see the&ervice works across country South Australia and, of course,

I am also taking it a step further with an agenda that has beeghtain the health services that they require.

developed by the Minister for Education and Children’s
Services and the Minister for Health. We are looking atthe  RURAL SOUTH AUSTRALIA TASK FORCE
opportunities that exist for collocation and the sharing of
facilities across all our portfolios. Mr VENNING (Schubert): Will the Minister for
Ms Chapman interjecting: Agriculture, Food and Fisheries explain why he has not yet
The Hon. JW. WEATHERILL: What we understand established a task force to develop a comprehensive plan for
is that the needs of children actually do not stop at individuategional and rural South Australia? The key recommendation
portfolio areas. We will take a holistic approach to the servicdo the government in the South Australian Farmers Federation
delivery that supports families and communities. | wouldsubmission ‘Triple bottom line for the bush’ in March 2004
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was for the government to establish a task force to work in The SPEAKER: The member for Schubert asked for a
partnership with the federation to develop a strategic plan fosupplementary question: the chair will not consider his
rural South Australia. request next time.

The Hon. R.J. MCEWEN (Minister for Agriculture, Members interjecting:
Food and Fisheries):I thank the member for Schubert for =~ The SPEAKER: | do not think members opposite want
an identical question to the one he asked me 12 months agw. hear any answer.

Members interjecting: The Hon. R.J. MCEWEN: They are obviously struggling
The SPEAKER: Order! with the definition of the word ‘joint’. | understand that
The Hon. Dean Brown interjecting: means that we will do this in partnership, and that is what we
The SPEAKER: The member for Finniss does not have will do. We will continue to work closely together, as we
the call. The minister has the call. have in the past. | am proud of the relationship we have with

The Hon. R.J. MCEWEN: | advised the house at the time SAFF.
that | had discussed a raft of plans with the South Australian
Farmers Federation. They are quite comfortable with that— REVEGETATION

Ms Chapman: Carol has a different version. Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop): ~ Will the Minister for

The Hon. R.J. MCEWEN: | will put on the record what - . : .
they have said to me and, if members opposite want th3rculture, Food and Fisheries explain to the house the
! tionale behind his department’s practice of charging

continue to romance, let them do so. At that time | asked Joh L ndowners for reveqetation advice? A constituent of mine
Lush and Carol Vincent whether, on top of that, they would ho is concerned abgout the viabilit .of remnants of what he
prefer another approach. They said that they would consid - 8 DMty

gscrlbes as unique flora on his property recently contacted

that. We have had a number of meetings since, and they hal ; fi ho h dinth h-East f
not yet asked for anything over and above what we havé revegetation officer who has operated in the South-East for
already delivered. | have a very close— a number of years. He was told that he would have to pay for

Mr Brokenshire interjecting: any advice he received and that a visit to assess the remnant

) . . vegetation and to devise and document a recovery plan would
The SPEAKER: The member for Mawson is getting into jo1ve ahout a day’s work at a cost of between $500 and

bad habits again. The minister has the call. $600 to him.

The Hon. R.J. MCEWEN: | will continue to talk., The Hon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Environment and
ob\(lously, to the new Pres@ent of SAFF, Jeff Klitschner; andConservation):l assume that the member for MacKillop was
| will ask Jeff whether he is comfortable with the arrange-petering to work done through Rural Solutions, which is an

ments we ha\(/je a:jthe morlnent \r]vith S’?‘(FF' Ilfdhe is Qgt' ' ah gency that is jointly run through the department for the
quite prepared to do exactly as they ask, as | do with droughfyinister for Agriculture, Food and Fisheries and my depart-

fire and all other issues. In fact, Carol Vincent rang me this, ot the Department of Water, Land and Biodiversity
morning in relation to a matter. | said that her proposition ha onsérvation, which looks after lnative vegetation. If the

some merit and, if she put it in writing, | would consider it. : ; : ; ;
' A - member can give me the details of the claim, | will certainl
We actually have a very good relationship with SAFF. It IShave them in\?estigated y

sad if members opposite want to destroy it, because if they
do, all they will do is impact on their constituents. SCHOOL MAINTENANCE. MOUNT GAMBIER

Mr VENNING: |have a supplementary question. Given  \1s CHAPMAN (Bragg): Will the Minister for Education
the minister's answer, will he confirm that he told SAFF 54 children’s Services explain to the house why the

General Manager, Carol Vincent, that the government woulthaintenance backlog for schools in the Mount Gambier
not set up the task force as was promised but that, if SAFE|ectorate has blown out to approximately $4.5 million? The
wished to set one up, the government might get on board3epartment of Administrative and Information Services’
Can the minister clarify that? building, land and asset management system shows that the

The Hon. R.J. MCEWEN: The member for Schubertis total maintenance backlog in Mount Gambier has now blown
obviously suffering from the fact that his question is moregt to $4 454 000.

than a year old and he has forgotten what the recommenda- The Hon, J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Educa-

tion was. _ _ _ _ tion and Children’s Services): | thank the member for
Mr Brokenshire: Mike Rann promlsed atask force in the Bragg, because her question is an extraordinary one. She

Rundle Mall. Fair dinkum, Rory. _ knows as well as | do that, when we came into government,
The SPEAKER: The member for Mawson is out of the e had a $250 million maintenance backlog. | am surprised
order! that she is now talking about the blow-out, because we have

The Hon. R.J. MCEWEN: The recommendation was that invested 400 per cent—
SAFF and industry set up a joint task force—not that the Members interjecting:
government do it but a task force with the government. On  The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: Mr Speaker, | find it
a number of occasions | have asked: ‘Are you satisfied withyery difficult to respond to the member for Bragg’s question
the structure we have in place at the moment? If not, do yoyhile there are other people shouting me down. The reality
wish to proceed with a joint task force again?’ is that this year we have invested $40 million into mainte-
Ms Chapman interjecting: nance and, in fact, the schools in the Mount Gambier region
The SPEAKER: The member for Bragg is out of order! have, in many cases, benefited from that fourfold increase in
The Hon. R.J. MCEWEN: The key word that the member maintenance, which has significantly impacted on the
for Schubert s failing to use is ‘joint’. | will work with SAFF  maintenance backlog that we inherited. In particular, there
if and when— has been a $1 million investment in the region, and more than
Mr Venning: You are the minister. $1 million went into our routine maintenance backlog
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expenditure. The $1 million that has been spent has gone into The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: No. We need to put
our School Pride initiative. this on the record.

As members know, part of our AAA dividend for our ~ The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | have a point of order as to
schools was an investment of an extra $25 million inrelevance. The question was asked and, under standing order
maintenance, and that was required to improve the appeda®8, | ask you to—
ance and the capacity in one year going into our schools in The SPEAKER: The question related to Sturt Street and
South Australia. It meant that every single school and everiocal schools. | make the point again that the chair has been
single kindergarten in South Australia received funds thaexceptionally tolerant today, and that tolerance has worn out
were taken off the top and the most urgent of their assatow. If members continue to defy the standing orders, they
management requirements. In many cases, that involvealill suffer the consequences. Does the minister wish to wrap
problems that have been building up over many years. But wep her answer?
said that part of that money should be spent in the appear- The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: Only to point out that,
ance. Unlike those opposite, | believe that public schoolsvhere schools have been closed under our government, it has
should look good to reflect the quality of their education, ancbeen at the request of parents. | have to say that even the
the quality of their education should be vibrant, obvious andMinister for Education cannot force parents to send their
apparent to those who look at the buildings. | want ourchildren to a school if they have decided that the school
schools to look good. | want them to be well painted and kshould be closed because it is too small. The reality is that
want them to have good signage but, most of all, | want thaSturt Street school is not the school that it was when it was
money to be spent on the huge backlog that was left by thelosed. It is a different format of school. It is a nought to
previous government. That includes asbestos removal andétght-year old school for about 120 children, because it goes
involves maintenance and upgrades of our science laborfrom childcare to kindergarten to early years. It is an
tories and carpets, airconditioning and roofing. It particularlyextraordinary school, which integrates a whole range of
looked at putting money in areas such as lavatories and pldgarning, particularly for gifted and challenging children. And
areas, and the appearance of the whole school. Does tbe top of that—
member approve of a quadrupling—I will say it again; a Mr Scalz interjecting:
quadrupling—a 400 per cent increase— The SPEAKER: | warn the member for Hartley.

Members interjecting: The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: The school incorpo-

The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: Since members rates a whole range of integrated programs. | think it is true
opposite want to talk about Sturt Street, let us do thatio say that there have been extremely raised expenditures
because as we— across the Limestone Coast area round Mount Gambier.

The SPEAKER: Minister, the question is not about Sturt There has been a great investment of 400 per centincrease in

Street. | think the minister has answered the question.  capital management expenditure as well as many new schools
being built. In fact, many of the people in the gallery will

SCHOOLS, STURT STREET PRIMARY know about Kalangadoo, a very small school where almost
$1 million is being spent. My view is that we want to have
Mr SCALZI (Hartley): Will the Minister for Education the best for all children, whether they are in Kalangadoo or
and Children’s Services explain why the government chos8turt Street. If members opposite do not agree with us, then
to spend $7 million on Sturt Street Primary School, which haghey are quite out of step with their view about what our
28 students, at a time when the maintenance backlog &hildren deserve. We want the best for all children, not just
McDonald Park Primary School is $333 572; at Mountthe children in some areas.
Gambier North Primary School it is $508 608; at Mulga
Street Primary School it is $558 933; and at Grant High SUICIDE, REGIONAL SA

School it is $868 478? . L -
Ms BREUER (Giles): My question is for the Minister for

Members interjecting: . .
The SPEAKER: Order! Some members will be able to Health. What is the state government doing to reduce the

: . mpact of suicide in country South Australia?
inspect those schools shortly, if they are not careful. Thé o .
Minister for Education and Children’s Services. The Hon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health): Today

- | was pleased to announce the distribution of $680 000 to
. The Hon. J.D. I,‘OMAX'SM!TH (er!lster for Educa- suicide prevention initiatives in regional areas. | would like
tion and Children’s Services): As | said before, we have

- . to be able to give that information to the house. The Eyre
ggi]ed one school as opposed to the opposition closing OV%’gion will receive $75 000, the Hills Mallee Southern region

S will receive $65 000, the Mid North region will receive
Members interjecting: _ $120 000, the North and Far West region will receive

The Hon. P.F. CONLON: On a point of order, | am ¢75 000, the Riverland will receive $80 000, the South-East
actually |nterest¢d in hearing the answer. region will receive $90 000 and the Wakefield region will

Membersinterjecting: receive $80 000. These funds have been made available

The SPEAKER: Order! The behaviour of some membersthrough the Social Inclusion initiative and they will be
is not highly reflective on this parliament in a positive senseapplied over the next two years for local communities to fund
| ask members to think about their behaviour. local solutions to this very concerning issue.

The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: | pointed out that we However, as well as that, | also have the pleasure of
have indeed opened one school as opposed to closing 64. Th@nching today a new brochure aimed at increasing
only schools that have closed since we came into power wemmunity awareness about suicide and providing informa-
the few schools where the teachers and parents had actualiygn about where help can be found. This is an initiative of the
requested that the schools be closed. Mount Gambier Suicide Prevention Network and Lifeline

Ms Chapman: Because you starved them of money.  South-East. This is the first of a series of steps aimed at
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reducing the impact of suicide in Mount Gambier. It is fundedmembers during our week in Mount Gambier. | thought that
by the Rotary Club of Mount Gambier and the suicideit was reasonable to put to the member for Davenport that we
network, utilising funding gained through the South-Eastcould have one briefing at the time of the proposed
Regional Health Service’s mental health promotion initiative Legislative Council briefing so that the officers would not
The Mount Gambier Suicide Prevention Network is ahave to travel from Adelaide for a one or two hour briefing,
network of community members and groups that have beeand thus save expense and their time.
affected by suicide. A variety of organisations within Mount | nade it plain to my ministerial chief of staff that that
Gambier such as Lifeline, the South-East Regional Healthqhosition should be put to the member for Davenport's
Service, the Mount Gambier Council and the Bereavedyice put | also made it plain that, if he wished to have those
Through Suicide group have played a part. The Mountq priefings, we would, nonetheless, provide them, although
Gambier Rotary Club, along with the East Gambier Action; ihought it was a matter of efficiency to have one briefing.
Group, will take responsibility for the distribution of the \y staffer, Mr Brer Adams, contacted the member for
brochure, which will be distributed to letterboxes throughoutpayenport's office and spoke to Ms Cristy Elliott. Ms Elliott
Mount Gambier in the near future. _ phoned my chief of staff back to say that the member for
This very important mental health initiative will benefit pavenport did not express a view about the proposition that
the whole community. It provides people with the informa-\yas put to him, and it was put to my staffer that it was up to
tion that they need to access support and services specifiige government to determine when briefings were to be held.
their own community. This is what primary health care is allsg, | said, ‘For this meeting, we will have one briefing and
about—providing services to people where and when theyaye the expense and time involved in sending those two
need them. | commend all those people involved in thisyfficers down.’ So, it was not something that I cancelled: it
initiative. This will make a real difference in people’s lives— \yas put to the member for Davenport and, once again, he has
something that can mean the difference between life angsed the ploy of a privileges committee to cast a slur on me
death. At the launch this moming it was gratifying to have theand others on this side. He does it continually without the

involvement of the Rotary Club of Mount Gambier. I said capacity for me to respond directly. | ask for him to withdraw
then, and | say again this afternoon, that Rotary, as agng apologise.

organisation nationwide and, particularly, in South Australia,
has made mental health one of its priorities—as service
clubs—in terms of awareness raising in the community and POLICE, OVERSEAS
helping and living alongside health services and community )
groups to take away the stigma that goes with people who M' BR?KE’\“SHlRE (Mawson): | seek leave to make
have a mental illness. | congratulate them and, as a whole, tifP€rsonal explanation.
people of Mount Gambier for their part in this project. Leave granted.
I also mention Lifeline, which is a partner here in Mount  Mr BROKENSHIRE: During question time, the

Gambier with this particular initiative, butitis also a national Attorney_Genera| a||eged that I, as shadow minister for
organisation. Again, | thank Lifeline as a great non-governpolice, was not supportive of the recruitment of police
ment agency. Today was a very important launch; a numbejficers (he called them bobbies) from the United Kingdom.
of people were present, including Mayor Perryman andrhat is not true. My statements are always supportive of the
Mayor Pegler plus all the partners who were involved in thisBritish police. My questions were simply around a report in
project and a number of members of the community who hagingland and, secondly, the fact that across this state,
actually been affected by suicide. | congratulate them all ofhcluding the South-East, we have had continual representa-
the initiative. | will be very keen, as all members of the tion from peop|e asking Why they cannot get into the South
government will be—and as | hope all members of the hous@ustralia Police. We are not, and never will be, opposed to
will be—to see how they progress in this very importantgritish police, but we have a preference for South Australian
initiative. people for policing.

EYRE PENINSULA BUSHFIRES

The Hon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health): 1lay on

MEMBER'S REMARKS the table a copy of a ministerial statement relating to an
independent review into the Eyre Peninsula bushfires made
The Hon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Environment and in another place by the Hon. Carmel Zollo, Minister for

Conservation): | seek leave to make a personal explanationEmergency Services.

Leave granted.

The Hon. J.D. HILL: Earlier today, the member for MATTER OF PRIVILEGE
Davenport made certain allegations about me under the guise
of seeking a privileges committee or a privileges matter. He  The SPEAKER: In light of the explanation by the
alleged, | believe, that | somehow denied a briefing to him irMinister for Environment and Conservation, the chair does
relation to marine protected areas legislation as to whereot believe that a privileges committee investigation is
protected areas were planned. | became aware on Thursdagrranted. Members have to think seriously about calling for
or Friday last week that two briefings had been ordered im privileges investigation. It is a very serious matter, and
relation to marine protected areas by the opposition, one fanembers need to reflect on that. After hearing the minister's
the Legislative Council and one for the House of Assemblyexplanation, | believe it seems reasonable that the briefing did
members. The briefing for the Legislative Council was 9 a.mnot proceed, given the information he has provided to the
on 26 May and one was requested for House of Assembliiouse.
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NATIVE VEGETATION MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT, CONDUCT

The Hon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Environment and The Hon. I.P. LEWIS (Hammond): | seek leave to make
Conservation):| seek leave to make a ministerial statementa personal explanation.
in relation to native vegetation. Leave granted

Leave granted. . ) The Hon. I.P. LEWIS: During recent times, remarks
The Hon. J.D. HILL: | would like to inform the house 56 heen made by me and former members of my staff about
of progress towards developing and implementing changes, incident that occurred in January this year—some four
to ;he Native Veg(_atation Act t_hat will assist land holder_s onths ago. Saturdaygvertiser and Thursday'@\dvertiser
while also benefiting the environment. The changes W'Il_glﬂthink itis) both inaccurately state (as a reflection on me):
provide a better service for farmers by making the syste
more flexible and by simplifying and reducing the time taken  Janelle Tucker resigned as a result of an incident earlier this year
to process applications. It is anticipated that these changdfy {‘;‘ggﬂ an MP allegedly assaulted parliamentary staffer Di
will come into effect in the next few months. A significant ’
change provides that landholders may be able to clear morenat is not true. Ms Tucker’s position became redundant
significant native vegetation than has previously beempon my relinquishing the role of Speaker and, accordingly,
allowed on the condition that they replant or manage otheghe was paid out something approximating $14 000 in lieu of
native vegetation in a way that will result in a better outcomenotice when she left.
for the environment. This results from an amendment to the
Native Vegetation Act that was ma_de during debate on the The Hon. I.P. LEWIS (Hammond): | seek leave to make
Natural Resources Management Bill last year. a personal explanation.
Guidelines are now being developed so that the provision
can be implemented from 1 July this year when the Natural Leave granted.
Resource Management Act comes into full operation. Other The Hon. I.P. LEWIS: In the same series of articles,
improvements include: beginning in the middle of last week, remarks have been
faster processing of clearance applications. The aim willnade about the other parties to the incident. To put the record
be for decisions to be made within eight weeks of theStraight, I think it only fair simply to rely upon the news
receipt of a completed application, which will need toelease statement of the Clerk of the House of Assembly of
include all of the required information. A rapid approval 9 March 2005, which states:

process for trivial or minor clearance is also being | refer to the South Australia Police news release of 7 March
developed. 2005 regarding an ‘allegation of minor assault’ and confirm that a
landholders will be able to fast-track a normal clearanc&omplaint of an alleged minor assault on a member of the staff of the
application by engaging the services of Iocally-basei:ouse of Assembly by a member of parliament was also raised with
consultants (who have been accredited by the Native )
Vegetation Council) to collect the vegetation data require% The staff member has confirmed to me that the statement by

A7 ~police on 7 March that ‘The complainant [I quote the Clerk’s quote
and help the landholder prepare a clearance applicatioiy the police statement] did not wish the matter to continue beyond

In addition, we are developing a plan to assist landholdert€ initial report’ was correct and was a freely made choice.
with pasture renovation programs that involve the clearance Some media have reported that the Commissioner for Public
of native vegetation. The legislative amendments have bedgmployment ‘counselledthe Clerks of the two houses of the South

: ; ; : : ustralian parliament regarding the matter. In fact, he offered the
developed in conjunction with representatives from théﬁesources of his office in assisting to ensure a safe working

Farmers Federation and the Conservation Council of Soutfhyironment for the complainant; a matter referred to him by police
Australia. | would like to thank both those bodies for beingfor consideration. As Clerk of the House of Assembly, | am
involved. Associated guidelines and processes will also beesponsible for its staff and therefore for dealing with the complaint

; ; ; faati d the safety of the working environment. Discussions have been
developed in consultation with these organisations, and tr@:;ld with the parties to the allegation. The member denies the

guidelines will be_ rel_e_ased for public comment. | would also(,i”egaﬂOn and the complainant does not wish to pursue it.

like to thank the individual landholders who have taken the | am satisfied that the matter is now closed and that the parties
time to assist W'th,the developmenf[ of the_se, chqnges. T}Eq'lould be able to move on. However | am concerned that continued
new processes will help farmers in achieving improvednedia coverage is not in the best interests of that happening and in
production, while also protecting the valuable naturalparticular, distressing for the complainant [who, of course, as we all

resources on which we all depend. know, is Ms Di Peacock].
The news release is signed by David Bridges, Clerk of the
NEWSPAPER ARTICLE House of Assembly, 9 March 2005.

The SPEAKER: The chair draws members’ attention to

The Hon. I.P. LEWIS (Hammond): | seek leave to make ) . h
( ) standing order 385, which provides:

a personal explanation.
Leave granted. Committee is not to entertain charges against members

The Hon. |.P. LEWIS: An article appeared inThe If any allegations are made before any committee against any
Independent Weekly in recent times. | am not exactly sure member of the house, the committee may direct that the house be
what day it was. The text of the article in one part on page jfﬂfeomnaet?e?f the allegations but may not itself proceed further with
states that my inclinations are bisexual. They are not; they '
never have been. They are heterosexual. ‘l am not much u3ée chair draws that standing order to the attention of the
to anyone in that respect’ is an accurate account of what | toldouse in respect of some of the matters that have been raised

the reporter. by the member for Hammond.
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| think that is something which probably should be the subject
GRIEVANCE DEBATE of investigation.
Given that the DPP had only the written statements upon
McGEE, Mr E. which to assess what their evidence was, and given there was
no mention in their written statements as to McGee’s driving,
Mrs REDMOND (Heysen): | want to address the house it is unfair to suggest the DPP did not do its job properly.
today on the issue of the Eugene McGee case. In so doingDangerous driving is a charge which will need evidence, not
will read my comments because | have rather a lot to say.just supposition, and the judge makes quite specific findings
do not usually read my grieves, but | want to say a fair bit. Asabout it in his reasons. The DPP even went so far as to call
a legislator in this parliament and a former lawyer, there arén a prosecutor from interstate, not because anyone here was
things about this case that trouble me quite deeply. | nevatot willing to do the job but because the Office of the DPP
thought there would be anything about which | would agre&knew that such a case cannot even have the suggestion that
with the Premier, but it seems our views about Mr McGeeMcGee received favourable treatment.
may be largely at one. He is a disgrace to the human race. As As for the conduct of the trial, there are some major issues
far as | am concerned, he is completely lacking in moral fibrgvhich need to be addressed and, most particularly, the
and | can only hope that he is tormented for the rest of higvidence of Professor MacFarlane regarding McGee’s alleged
days because of what he did—or, rather, what he failed to d@ost-traumatic stress disorder. Professor MacFarlane is the
He put self-interest above the life of another human beingeading authority on the disorder, indeed, | think he wrote the
whose life he took. | know that the rider of the bike, definition of it that appears in the diagnostic and statistical
Mr Humphrey, when he was hit by McGee, died instantly.manual which is the text book for these diagnoses. He is a
That much is said by Chief Judge Worthington in his reasongan of great integrity and shoots it as straight as an arrow
for judgment, and it is clear to him from the results of thewhen it comes to giving evidence. He does not give a line for
autopsy and the evidence of witnesses repeated during tlther side: he just calls it as he sees it as a clinician. | have
trial. no reason to doubt the integrity of his evidence. However,
However, the point is that McGee—and | will not even What is startling is the fact that essentially it was uncontested,
bother to give the title ‘Mr’ because, as far as | am concernecnd this is due to the failure of this government to address the
he is less than human and certainly not a man—did not knovroblems within the system which had been brought to its
when that accident occurred, the state in which he left thaattention by the DPP well before this trial came about. Itis
cyclist. He did not stop to find out. As | said, | hope he isan issue that the government should have addressed well
tormented for the rest of his life about that—and tormentedpeforehand.
by others because | do not think he has the moral capacity to The judge in coming to his conclusions was stuck with
torment himself. finding the way in which he did. | have only the utmost
Putting aside McGee though, there are a number of othFSPECt for his Honour Judge Worthington, the Chief Judge

aspects to the case which | think deserve attention from th f the District Court. H_is reasons forjudg_ment are straight-
parliament as the people responsible for our law makin orward. The law left him with no alternative but to find the

though not for its interpretation. We cannot complain thatV@y in which he did. The jury had decided McGee's guilt of

some sort of favourable deal was done. The case did procegbE charge, and within the sentencing provisions there was no
a

to trial and it was not the result of some deal about whetheP@Sis for a result far removed from what he was able t(,)
or not it would be prosecuted. It went to a trial by jury, not MPOSe. | cannot stress enough how it is this government's
failure—not the failure of the legal profession which it

even trial by just a judge. But there are still a couple of “"~" e
questions left hanging continues to attack, but the government’s failure to address
) the issues in this case.

First, the breath test or, rather, the lack of it. The police . :
originally said that they were too busy to render the test. If Time expired.
that is so, then | suspect the government may be to blame. It GENERATIONS IN JAZZ
has failed to put in place sufficient resources for our police
to properly fulfil their duties. Later, of course, it was pOinted Ms BEDFORD (F|orey): It is an honour to be involved
out that such a test would probably be inadmissible in anys this historic sitting of the House of Assembly in Mount
event, being conducted more than two hours after the eventambier, and | bring greetings to this area from my electors
Ifthatis so, then that is clearly a shortcoming in the law andn, Florey, a seat which is located around the Modbury area
one which our government should have addressed in its threff the north-eastern suburbs of Adelaide. It is always a
years in office. In any event, | have no doubt that McGeepleasure to return to Mount Gambier, and | say ‘return’
being knowledgeable about these things, if confronted withhecause | have a long and happy association with the South-
a breath test or a blood test (when he finally did go to thg=ast, dating back some 35 years to when | ate my first Royal
police), would have said, ‘I had a couple of Scotches to calngsala apple in an orchard not far from the city centre. Since
my nerves when | got home,’ thus destroying the validity ofthen, | have visited potato farms which supply extremely long
any read-back as to what his blood alcohol level might havgotatoes for the French fries which | know our children love
been at the time of the accident. Maybe that is anothefp consume at fast-food restaurants all over the world now.
loophole that needs to be addressed. | have also had the pleasure of visiting a dairy property which

In relation to the evidence of the brothers who say theys at the forefront of the milk production and animal husband-
saw McGee driving dangerously prior to the accident, havingy of that industry.
read the statement of Judge Worthington in the final Itis always good to come back to Mount Gambier. | was
judgment, it is clear it really was not proven that he wasintroduced to the natural beauty and features of the region
driving like that; and, furthermore, it is really a problem asthrough friends of longstanding who are involved in the
to whether or not their statements were taken down correctlypublic education system. | am able to inform the house that
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both Grace and Milton Thompson are still devoting their  The history of the beginnings and the evolution of Genera-

considerable professional experience and expertise to delivéons in Jazz is well known, particularly to members of the

education and improve opportunities for students in theudience today. It was a dream of one person who, through

South-East. Most recently (and since my election), | have had passion that was shared by many, has turned the dreams of

the pleasure of accompanying students from one of my higmany of our young musicians into reality. The adjudicators

schools—Modbury High School—to the competitionshave been led by Mr Graham Lyall in the past, and | presume

involved in Generations in Jazz which are held in Mountthat he and the others will be here in a fortnight’s time hold-

Gambier every long weekend in May. The street bannermsg the musical hearts of many of our students in their hands.

outside indicate that that is not far away. Many stories will come from this year’s competition, and
Over the years, the competition has grown to the exterthey will be handed down through the bands of every school.

that several venues are now utilised for various levels of hope that some of the members will be able to return.

competition. Along with this theatre, | have witnessed

performances at the TAFE centre and one of the larger church MENTAL HEALTH, MOUNT GAMBIER

auditoriums. Over 50 bands travel from all over Australia HOSPITAL

with their support staff, family and friends. They travel from

as far away as Western Australia and Queensland by bus The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Deputy Leader of the

which is a mammoth undertaking for anyone—and a 37-houDpposition): | am delighted to be here in Mount Gambier for

trip for the students and the staff of Sheldon College irthe historic sitting of the parliament.

Brisbane will no doubt be taking place again this year. The  The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: Why did Liberals vote against

weekend probably takes almost a full year to plan. | congratysoming here?

late everyone involved because each year there are improve- The SPEAKER: Order!

ments to ensure the best possible stay for all visitors, so much ! L .

so that people return. The reputation of the weekend is such | "€ Hon. DEAN BROWN: | wish to talk about the

that | feel we must be getting very close to the time when wé°llapse of mental health services at the hospital here in
will have to have an audition to see who is able to take &10unt Gambier. It was a very retrograde and unfortunate
place in the main competition. step, because it was about four years ago, when | was

Aginister, that the first mental health nurse was appointed to
jrovide services at that hospital. It meant that people with

ing what is the highlight of the year for so many schoolMental illnesses could receive treatment locally rather than
musicians. The benefit of music in the curriculum is well@ving to travel to Adelaide to receive expert treatment.

recognised and, over the years, it has been inspiring to see the About two weeks ago, the two experienced mental health
improvement in performances by various bands not only fronfilurses resigned. | understand that there are allegations of
my own electorate but also from around South Australia. lintimidation and bullying of those mental health nurses and
is sad when students leave school and therefore the bandBat that was at least one of the major factors why they
However, the continuing cycle within each band means thalecided to resign and find jobs elsewhere. They were mental
there is renewal and new performers have the experiendtealth nurses with considerable experience and qualifications.
through Generations in Jazz in Mount Gambier to carry orf hey were backed up by a third nurse, a registered nurse who
the traditions of their school orchestras and bands. was undertaking postgraduate training in mental health, |
| pay tribute to the musical branch of the educationthink, at Flinders University. Issues were raised by the
department and the various musical directors at the schoolB0spital management about that third nurse earlier this year.
particularly my own high school and the principal, Mrs JayThOSG issues were investigated by the Nurses Board and it
Strudwick—she and | will be driving down again for the was found that there was no substance whatsoever to the
performances. They provide the students with an opportunitggegfﬂltionS and complaints by the management of the
to have a wonderful weekend away and the experience f#ospital. | understand that these ongoing problems arose
invaluable. It contributes to the fabulous entertainment thargely because of the questioning of the qualifications and
seems to be part of the well kept secret here in greater Southe operation of the third nurse.
Australia. The concerts are sold out at every performance. | understand that the hospital has now been left with no
The patron of Generations in Jazz is none other than Mmental health services at all. As a result, patients who present
Daryl Somers, the nationally known entertainer, who is nowthemselves are immediately issued with a detention order.
back on our screens doirigancing with the Stars. He, of  The Royal Flying Doctor Service is ordered from Adelaide.
course, is a drummer and singer. It comes down and picks up the patient and has to immediate-
Musically we are also blessed with the continuing supporty fly the patient to Adelaide. The patient then needs to be
of James Morrison, who is an internationally renownedassessed by a psychiatrist in Adelaide, because of the lack of
virtuoso in many instruments—and, unfortunately, he doeany mental health nurse and service here in Mount Gambier.
show off quite a deal over the weekend. He has not yefs a result of that, it is costing the local hospital $1 800 for
managed to blow two trumpets or a trumpet and a trombonevery patient flown to Adelaide by the Royal Flying Doctor
at the same time, but | am sure that he is working on it. H&ervice. | made a quick assessment, because | understand that
and his brother John provide a scholarship and master clasgbsee patients have been flown to Adelaide by the Royal
during the weekend. They choose students from each of tHelying Doctor Service in about the last three days, and it does
bands and put together a stage band that helps to close off thet take too much to come to the conclusion that it could well
Sunday concert. We also see finalists coming from all ovecost the Mount Gambier Hospital literally hundreds of
Australia to take partin the James Morrison Jazz Scholarshiphousands of dollars a year to fly mental health patients to
Extraordinarily talented young people compete for thisAdelaide through the Royal Flying Doctor Service, because
prestigious prize, which can see the launch of an internationdtlis the hospital here that has to pick up the cost of the Royal
career in jazz. Flying Doctor Service.
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More importantly, people with mental iliness here deserve This is an excellent example of a primary health care
to get appropriate treatment in their own local hospital. Theynitiative and an initiative at a local level tailored to the
were getting that. It was a very effective treatment, far morespecific needs of the community. Incidentally, this initiative
effective than officially detaining the patients, sending themwas also a category finalist in last year's Country Health
to Adelaide away from their home and their support andAwards. Given the number of nominations received and the
having very expensive treatment in a mental health detentiooverall calibre of entries, the judging panel, | am told, had a
facility in Adelaide whilst they were being detained. very difficult job of choosing a winner. All submissions were

As part of the ongoing problems at the hospital, | haveof @ high quality, with some very good ideas, and this
raised issues about the style of management previously afiogram in particular has gone from strength to strength. It
| raise it again today because, from what | hear, agaiffas now expanded into a community health project. The
bullying and intimidation are behind why these nurses hav€ommunity has embraced this initiative and is already reaping
left Mount Gambier Hospital. | am equally concerned by thethe benefits of giving the community skills to monitor their
news that five of the former doctors from Mount Gambierhealth.

Hospital are now suing either the Mount Gambier Hospital
or the state government over the treatment that the hospital EDUCATION, SCHOOLS
and its management gave those doctors. As a result of that,

in an unprecedented sort of action by these aggrieved doctors, MS CHAPMAN (Bragg): When Joseph Kennedy was
asked how much money he would spend to put his son, John,

Mount Gambier is clearly finding it increasingly difficult to . . S
find doctors for its local area. Two years ago there were thre® the White House of the Un|t’ed States he S?'d' Whatever
akes and not a penny less.’ So, too, Premier Rann has a

resident general surgeons at Mount Gambier: today there alte . . ; . :
none. g g y golden child. It is called—and he is the ‘education premier—

| can report from the April surgery roster of the hospitalthe Sturt Street Primary School. This was a school, as he

that 30 per cent of the procedures were done by surgeon arqnounced, that he would rebuild for the people of South
at super cent of the procedures were done by SUrgeons Al q5)i3 at a cost of $2 million. In 18 months he dreamt up
a fly-in basis. That is very expensive for the hospital an

means that monev aoind to fiving the surgeons in is no his proposal, funded it, built it and opened it and, yet, he
- Yy going ying t 9 ontinues to allow his government and the Minister for
available for the treatment of the patients.

. . Education to abandon the responsibility of maintaining the
Time expired. 600 other public schools in this state that deserve some
attention. The people in the South-East are no exception to
HEALTH, MEN'’S those who elect to, and sometimes do not have any option to,

_have their children educated in the educational institutions

Mr SNELLING (Playford): Two years ago the Social here in the Mount Gambier region. The government is

Development Committee established an inquiry into obesitysocking $7 million into a school which opened with 19 chil-

and one important issue that came up was men’s healtlren—and with part-timers it now has classes with a total of
particularly with regard to obesity and the associated healts children—when there are hundreds and thousands here
problems. | would like to inform the house about an excellent,vhose schools are fa”mg down. It is a shameless extrava-

program that operates in this part of the state. The progragjance for this school, in particular, relative to the schools
is the Coonawarra Men’s Health Program, run by the Southhere in the South-East. Today, we asked the government

East Regional Community Health Service. The program haghout the maintenance backlog, not about what might be
made the most of the opportunity to work closely with thejmproved, redeveloped or added—

workers and vignerons of the Coonawarra region. Local \jsRankine interjecting:

vignerons generously raised funds for this project through e SPEAKER: Order. the member for Wright!
their cellar door sales, cellar door raffles and fundraising.  \1s cHAPMAN: —by, way of performance centres

Local knowledge of the community indicated that thesports facilities or gymnasiums—nothing new, but just on
workers in the vineyards were not frequent users of the healtfhaintenance backlog—the gutters, paint peeling off, etc. The
system. A number of initiatives form part of this program, McDonald Park Primary School by its own records, as
including Tai Chi classes to help with the treatment ofpuplished on the DAIS web site, has $333 572 in mainte-
arthritis and Pit Stops, which is men’s health screening imance backlog. Mount Gambier North R-7 Primary School
vineyards, which checks things like blood sugar levels angas $508 618—it gets worse—Mulga Street Primary School
cholesterol. This is built on the idea that we need to maintaimas $558 993 and the Grant High School, which is one of the
our cars and we need to do the same for our bodies if we wamio high schools here that educate children in the South-East,
to get the best out of them. Other initiatives are hearingarticularly Mount Gambier, has $868 478. What does the
screening and 10 Grand Steps, which is a walking prograrmhinister do when she comes to the South-East today? She
that uses pedometers to encourage activity, 10 000 stepslls you about some solar projects in a couple of the schools
being the recommended daily number of steps to maintaifown here. She tells you about the School Pride program
physical fitness levels. where schools get a few thousand dollars. What do they get

Initiatives such as a screening day for men at theiit for? They do not get it to paint the back of the school, to fix
workplace found a significant number with health issues thatip the gutters or for the hot water service which is 20 years
have since been referred for further tests and follow-up. Amld: they get it to paint the front fence, and only the front
ability to provide quick and succinct health information andfence, and the new sign for their school. Why? Because they
education in the local vineyards has allowed mainstreamare polling booths and, on 18 March 2006, the people in this
health to tap into an otherwise under-represented communitjistrict, and right across South Australia, will walk into
of interest and an improvement in the health service’s abilitypublic schools, cast their vote, and they will walk past this
to provide services to workers where they live and, importantpretty new fence and pretty new sign. That is what it is all
ly, where they work. about. It is about a presentation. It is a charade and a facade
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by someone who sits here in this chamber and pretends to ltfee vocational education courses available in the South-East,
an ‘education premier’ for this state. schools work closely with local industry, training providers,
Let me give you a further example of the hypocrisy of thisand the community. As we have seen across the state, many
government in relation to public education for the tens ofschools also offer their courses to students across the district,
thousands of children across the state. The maintenantaking a regional approach towards the delivery of skills
backlog in this town alone is $4 454 000 and that representgducation. Some examples are the Kingston Community
with the 4 827 students down here going to public schoolsSchool, where students are learning how to farm fish, as well
the equivalent of $922 per student. That is nearly $1 000 as learn the skills needed to work on commercial fishing
student in maintenance backlog in the schools they have tessels. At Mount Gambier High School, students are given
go into every day of the academic term. What is the positiorthe opportunity to study forestry and learn about sawmilling
in the state seat of Ramsay? Who can guess who is thand processing, harvesting and forest growing, and manage-
member for the state seat of Ramsay? Of course, it is Premisrent. Students can also learn about the viticulture industry
Rann. Premier Rann has a total of only $2 million—that isat Naracoorte High School, and have practical lessons in
less than half in his electorate. There are 5 799 students in tipgcking, pruning, irrigation systems, planting and vine
state seat of Ramsay. That is $360 per student. That is th&ining.
difference. That is the hypocrisy of this government, which  Other industry related courses offered by schools in the
is happy to throw money into its own areas of commitmentSouth-East include: automotive studies, building trades,
for its own golden children, but nothing for rural and regionalbusiness services, community services, electro-technology,
South Australian children who have no choice other tharengineering, furniture pathways, graphic design, hair and
public education and who deserve a bloody sight better onéeauty, hospitality, information technology, music, racing and

Time expired. retail. | would like to congratulate those involved in these
exceptional initiatives, and their contribution towards the
VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING government’s commitment to schools, retention and youth

) o _ engagement. All such projects are vital to meeting the state
~ Ms RANKINE (Wright):  Sir, it would be nice to come  government's goal in the South Australian Strategic Plan, to
into the chamber one day and hear the member for Bragg s@jave 90 per cent of students completing Year 12 or its
something positive about public education. She continues tequivalent within 10 years. It is vital in regional areas such
talk it down and to denigrate. as this that we provide quality educational opportunities that

The Hon. I.P. Lewis: | cannot hear the member for are relevant to local industries, and that will allow young
Wright. Whether | agree with her views or not, I am alwayspeople to use their skills and abilities within our region.
interested in what she has to say. o Too often we hear of young people having to leave the

The SPEAKER: | trust all members will be interested. regions to obtain educational opportunities, and this has an

Ms RANKINE: | am happy to repeat my comments andimpact not only on the communities but also on families. We
say that | would like to come into this chamber one day angheed to keep young people involved in their education and
hear the member for Bragg say something positive aboweep them at school to ensure the best possible opportunities
public education and our public schools. She comes ifor their development and future.
constantly and denigrates and downgrades what is a fantastic Time expired.
public school system. | guess, as Ray Martin saidfon
Current Affair, ‘How could a shadow minister get it so
wrong?’ We hear her time and time again getting it so wrong.

| rise today to talk about the excellent initiatives taking
place in the very important area of vocational education and
training. The Minister for Education and Children’s Services MINING (ROYALTY) AMENDMENT BILL
has been keeping this house up to date on the innovative ways
in which schools, communities and businesses all over South Adjourned debate on second reading.
Australia are ensuring that students are provided with the best (Continued from 11 November. Page 914.)
possible pathway to employment, further education, and
training. This regional parliament in Mount Gambier has now Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop):  The amending bill is to
shined a spotlight on initiatives taking place around thisenable the government to change the amount of royalties
region. In 2004, there was a record number of students in theollected from the extractive industries and the purposes for
South-East taking part in vocational education in all of thewhich these royalties can be used. The Mining Act 1971
industries that are vital to the region like forestry, construc-established the Extractive Areas Rehabilitation Fund (EARF),
tion, aquaculture, and viticulture. Last year, 1 030 studentwhich began operating in 1972. The fund and its operation
took part in vocational education and school-based newre unique to the extractive industries and to South Australia.
apprenticeships, compared to 860 in 2003. This is a substakxtractive industries comprise the quarrying sector providing
tial increase, and it is important to note that this figuresand, gravel, stone, shale, shell and clay to the construction
represents almost 50 per cent of the student population imdustry. Specialist products used in the manufacture of
years 10to 12. cement, lime and glass and dimension stone are excluded

The choices available to students are broader than evéom the EARF scheme.
before, encompassing a diverse range of industries that will The industry is characterised by a number of common
streamline students into employment that is also vital taealities. Extractive mines produce large volumes of low
keeping this region thriving. Currently, students are studyingalue material from open-cut style quarries, and therefore
for jobs in 17 different industry areas that are matched tdhey need to be sited near to the final-use point—generally
local needs and the interests of students, and are designedi®ing close to population centres. The quarries also tend to
make real connections with people in the industry. In each dfiave a much longer operational life than other mining
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activities—often over 100 years. The fund currently collectshe executive director of the mines and energy division of
10¢ for each tonne of material quarried. This amount has n®RIRSA (or his or her nominee) and a nominee from DEH.
altered since 1979 when it was raised from the original 5¢ per There is no doubt that the Extractive Areas Rehabilitation
tonne, notwithstanding the 1994 changes, which saw the tot&lund has been accumulating future liabilities at a rate faster
royalty increase to 20¢ per tonne but with only 50 per cent ofhan the accumulation of funds and is in need of overhaul.
this going into the EARF. Notwithstanding this fact, the discussion paper states:
Since 1972, the fund has collected approximately over the past 30 years, the fund has developed practical
$24 million, of which about $20 million has been utilised for arrangements for dealing with most rehabilitation situations. It has
rehabilitation. Currently, the fund collects almost $1 million @ strong record of achievement and it is viewed positively by
per year. Although funds from the EARF have been grantedidustry and the community.
by the Minerals Petroleum and Energy Division of PIRSA, This begs the question: why not simply increase the royalty
the responsibility for rehabilitation has always remained withrate to give the existing scheme viability? Other mining and
the mine operator. Concern has arisen in recent years that thgerstate jurisdictions utilise a different mechanism to ensure
current level of contributions to the fund falls short of the mine rehabilitation, namely, a bond system, to ensure that
anticipated cost of rehabilitation of current mine sites. quarry operators rehabilitate their workings at the end of the
Further, it is anticipated that the annual increase in costguarry’s life. This concept was vigorously opposed by the
to carry out future works would necessitate a significanindustry in South Australia, which argued that it unnecessari-
increase in the funding. In April 2003, a discussion paper wal tied up large amounts of capital. The Extractive Areas
issued by the government to help formulate a new system dtehabilitation Fund with the amendments proposed will
guaranteeing future quarry rehabilitation. The paper proposegpntinue to deliver rehabilitation as in the past, but will also
that a contribution of approximately 53¢ per tonne would beshift departmental costs onto the industry. Industry has
required for the fund to continue in its present form to remairProadly accepted the current proposal which has been
viable. Itis worth noting that the Extractive Areas Industriesmodified a little over the past six months. However, there has
Association estimated that such a contribution would increasgmained a level of scepticism.
the cost of a typical house by about $43 and a kilometre of While the opposition accepts the government's desire to
four lane sealed highway by about $7 500 to $8 000. amend the act to underpin the viability of the Extractive
Although the bill is to come into operation on a date to beAreas Rehabilitation Fund, we have some reservations about
proclaimed, it is expected that the changes will occur as of the bill as brought before the house. These reservations
July this year. Clause 4 of the bill amends section 17 of th@enerally revolve around the uncertainty which would be
act such that extractive minerals will no longer be subject tdntroduced into the act by giving the minister of the day
an ad valorem royalty but will pay royalty at a rate prescribedeowers to set the rates of contribution by regulation, and
by regulation, which may be fixed according to either weightpotentially allow for a much greater amount of the royalty to
or volume of material extracted. Clause 5 of the bill amend®e paid into the Consolidated Account.
section 63 of the act (the section which establishes the fund). The Hon. I.P. Lewis: Without the parliament's scrutiny!
Currently, section 63(2) stipulates that 50 per cent of the Mr WILLIAMS: | thank the member for Hammond for
royalty collected must be paid into the fund. The amendmenhis support: without those matters being debated by the
substitutes this with a condition that the percentage of thparliament. Might | express my personal disquiet at the
royalty paid into the fund is to be prescribed. Section 63(3rontemporary practice of making law by regulation rather
states: than deliberation of the parliament. Consequently, on behalf
The minister may expend any portion of the fund for any of the®f the opposition | will be moving a number of amendments
following purposes: to the government’s bill. These amendments are the result of
(a) The rehabilitation of land disturbed by mining operations forconsiderable discussion between me, members of the
the recovery of extractive minerals; and extractive industry and representatives of the minister. The

(b) The implementation of measures designed to prevent or limi ; ;
damage or impairment of any aspect of the environment b mendments do not materially change the intent of the

mining operations for the recovery of extractive minerals; anddovernment's bill but, in the opposition’s opinion, would
(c) The promotion of research into methods of mining engineermake the principal act less uncertain and increase the
ing and practice by which environmental damage or impair-confidence of those working in the extractives industry. It is
ment resulting from mining operations for the recovery of my expectation that the opposition’s amendments will,
extractive minerals may be reduced. indeed, be accepted by the government.
The amendment provides that any costs associated with
ensuring that such land is rehabilitated in accordance with the Mr SNELLING (Playford): The Extractive Areas
act may also be paid for from the fund; that is, the amendRehabilitation Fund began in 1972 and is used to rehabilitate
ment would allow costs to administer this section of the actjuarries after they have completed operations. Over time the
to be paid out of the fund—something which has not occurredosts of that rehabilitation have increased and contributions
previously. to the fund have not kept pace with these increases. The fund
In addition to the amending bill, the minister has issueds a good example of industry taking responsibility for its
a set of guidelines for the future operation of the fund. Theseehabilitation obligations. The process has been a collabor-
guidelines suggest that moneys from the fund will notative one between industry and the government. Industry
generally be used for earthworks, as this work should beought a greater enforcement effort to ensure that all opera-
undertaken as a part of the mining process. It is argued th&drs that should be contributing to the fund were. The industry
the existing fund, by paying such costs, does not providevas also anxious to fulfil its environmental obligations, and
incentive for best practice mine processes and continuousalised that the current rate of contributions would not allow
rehabilitation. Assessment of applications will be undertakerthat to occur. The government sought to ensure that the fund
by a panel comprising an independent chair, three industmemained viable and that the increase in liabilities could be
representatives (including one from a rural or regional areaxovered.
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The new rate sees the royalty contribution maintained, Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): | rise to also support
EARF contributions increased and an increase compliandie bill. 1 congratulate the shadow minister for the way in
method funded. Also important is a change in the miningvhich he has come up with some innovative proposals. | also
methods employed by the extractive industries. Miners willappreciate the fact that he has worked closely with the
now undertake progressive rehabilitation, and rehabilitatiominister and, as the member for Schubert said, it is good to
requirements will be catered for at the planning stage andee a situation where a minister and a shadow minister can
incorporated into the mining and rehabilitation plans. Thewvork cooperatively together. | have been a minister and a
process is a good example of the healthy relationship betweatadow minister, and it does not happen as much as | would
the mining industry and the government. like to see. | remember the difficulties when | was minister

in trying to get fundamental legislation through at times, and

Mr VENNING (Schubert): | support the member for | congratulate both the minister and the shadow minister.
MacKillop. As a previous secretary of the Department of | wantto put a couple of points on the public record with
Mines and Energy, | certainly support the thrust of this bill, respect to mining and rehabilitation. Clearly, mining is a great
though | do certainly support the amendments mooted by theontributor to economic wealth. When we were in govern-
member for MacKillop. This bill is about changing the ment we completed the aeromagnetic survey work for the
amounts the government can collect via levies or charges othole of the state, and the more intense and deep the red, the
extractive industries (and the member for MacKillop listedmore the chance of mineral wealth. Of course, one of the
them) and on what the money can be spent, particularly ithings that we were working through in detail parallel to that
relation to rehabilitation of mine sites. We know that 10¢ awas native title after Mabo in Western Australia, where they
tonne or metre (depending on the material) has been levidtRd already proceeded with a lot more advanced mining than
for many years. The cost to reinstate quarries and mine sitéputh Australia, and the benefits for the community are
can be quite substantial. The problem is that many mine sitedlearly seen today. In fact, it is the wealth from Western
and quarries have not been reinstated or rehabilitated becauégistralia’s mineral exploration and mining that has generated
in years gone by, we did not have this fund. those great opportunities for the community today with

I would like to see extra funds generated in this way sd©spectto its transport infrastructure, as just one ?Xamp'e-
that we can reinstate the old mine sites and so that within R If we think back, we hqve had e_xamples of it in South
few years no mine which is not being worked is left in an ustrglla. Western Mining IS acI{:\SSIC example. The current
unnatural condition. Our state is blotted with quarries,”TéMi€r, who was an adviser in the Tonkin government
particularly the Adelaide Hills and, indeed, the area wherd/hich. from memory, was trying to get Western Mining up),
farmers, councils and all types of people have taken stonirote a document and described it as a mirage in the desert,

from quarries for roadworks or whatever. Irrespective o nd former premier Bannon used that. The current Premier

whether they are small or large holes, they all need to b%as involved in writing a document, or a book, which

reinstated. Even on our own farms, we have had quarri asically was opposed to Western Mining and what happened

which have been open for many years but which have be@agere' Of course, now the Premier is happy to champion

closed in recent years—no thanks to the government and t estern Mining becaus'e. It suits h'.s current position.
fund: it was done by the local landowners. Certainly, we all owever, we had_ great difficulty in getting that big mining
i enture up, and it was only because of the bravery of one

appreciate the environment. There is nothing worse than & ticul b the other sid
disused quarry: all it is used for is growing weeds. They grarticuiar member on the other side—

. Mrs Hall: Mr Foster.
most unattractive areas. Mr BROKENSHIRE: —Mr Normie Foster, that that

The rehabilitation fund needs to be boosted, as | said, N¢hine went ahead. And look at what it is doing for South
only for current mines but also for past mines which have nojystralia now: it is absolutely magnificent. The other point
been rehabilitated. They all have to be addressed. Thosgh respect to that mine is that, whilst it is different from the
mines and quarries ought to be listed and brought forward tgasjc mines that one sees around the place, the environment
the government, and planning ought to be under way so thag 3 really important part of that mine. A lot of work has been
say, within 10 years all these mine sites are rehabilitated. A§gne in the desert areas regarding tree planting and other
the member for MacKillop said, no money should be leviedyograms.
or collected in this way Withpgt the scrutiny of the.parlia- In my own situation, | happen to have a sand plant right
ment. We do not want any minister of the Crown being ableycyoss the road from our farm. I support that mine, because
to collect money in this way and salt it away into generalit js important for economic wealth in South Australia. A lot
revenue where it becomes the cash cow of the governmenys ilerance has been shown by other land-holders around our
part|cqlarly when we need to fix both old and current minesproperty to allow that mine to work 24 hours a day. It is
| certainly would support the amendment of the member fofjoqdjit at night, and B-doubles are driving past our dairy on
MacK:illop to ensure that the money has to go into the fundpe road into the mine seven days a week. Those are long
and there is no opportunity at all to siphon it into public hoyrs, That is all fine, but the point | am getting at here is
revenue, particularly without bringing the matter before thenat, whilst | support the fact that the agency that deals with
parliament if that was proposed. mining probably has the strongest autonomy of any agency

The money needs to be guaranteed for the rehabilitatiotand | become concerned at times by the way in which the
of the mine sites and not be a cash cow for the governmenEPA and other agencies interfere with economic development
| support what the member for MacKillop has said. | supporin an over the top way), | am concerned that sometimes,
the bill generally. | give the minister in another place somebecause of the way in which the mines department works, it
credit—he is one of three ministers for whom | do have someides pretty roughshod over all the other agencies.
time—for speaking to us and listening to reason. | believe | would like to see some rehabilitation occur at the time
that he will agree with the amendments that have beethat mining takes place. If members want to take a drive out
proposed by the member for MacKillop. | support the bill. to Mount Compass on the Victor Harbor road they will see
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a huge mining scar there, with little rehabilitation being particularly the minister’s advisers—to change it without the
carried out. This is a 100-year mine, and little rehabilitationability of parliament not just to scrutinise as it can by
is being done along the way. So, increased funding islisallowing it (which is a nonsense anyway) but, more
important for mining rehabilitation. One has only to drive particularly, to vary what the minister says, because Sir
through the foothill areas and the hills face zone of myHumphrey does not get it right very often. Yet, if you give Sir
electorate to see plenty of mining scars that still have noHumphrey the power to manipulate the minister’'s recommen-
been properly rehabilitated. As the member for Schubert saidiations to cabinet and if you give cabinet the ability therefore
itis a potential risk when the minister does not have to reporto browbeat the aspirants who want to become members of
to the parliament with respect to those royalties. | thereforé in the party room or Caucus, you give away what parlia-
commend the initiative to ensure that the parliament has sommaent should hold unto itself, that is, not only the power, but
control and input into where that money is spent. also the responsibility to be accountable through the ballot
I would like to see not only an increased effort put intobox to the exercise of that power.
rehabilitation of existing land scars in disused quarries but Mr Venning: And the will.
also some more innovative practices in ensuring that proper The Hon. I.P. LEWIS: And the will, yes; we are doing
policing occurs to existing significant mines in this state, sadhat, God knows, badly enough with template legislation
that as they finish one area they are actually forced twhere we have a conclave of ministers meeting nationally to
rehabilitate it on the spot. | challenge the department—andecide what legislation will be, bringing that back into our
they can come out with me if they want—to have a look atparliaments and saying, “You must pass this, because we have
what | am talking about. Sometimes things are not donell discussed it and we are wiser than you and, when we pass
properly and you end up with a problem when that mine ist, we will all be better off, because we will have standardised
actually finished. As part of the increase in funding, | hopdaws.’ The end result of that in very short time will be the
there will also be a genuine increased effort to ensure that webolition of one or more of the states—indeed, all of them—
see proper and serious rehabilitation when that whole minand the destruction of the federation with a central govern-
or part of that mine has completed its mining practices. ment in Canberra, and the constitution upon which we have
relied for our democratic society will be completely ripped
The Hon. I.P. LEWIS (Hammond): | declare aninterest, up because once any state goes, or all the states, that is the
as most members know. That interest is no different in myroblem. | am talking about allowing the power that properly
case as it relates to mining than that of some other memberssides constitutionally with the members of parliament to be
in the way in which legislation might relate to farming or devolved to Sir Humphrey and other elements within society
other rural enterprises and marketing arrangements. Beaufyhen | say that.
is in the eye of the beholder. What some members to date The consequence of that will be that the public will see us
have called scars in the landscape, to some others are quite unwilling to accept our responsibilities—unwilling to
beautiful. The cuttings on the South-Eastern Freeway, whergxercise them and unwilling to be accountable for them—so
they exposed the different textures that come from thehat we, as members, and the minister in particular will be
different sediments and the fashion in which they have beeable to say, ‘That was our recommendation from experts.’ |
converted through metamorphosis to stone, are quite beaugan tell you that some of the expert recommendations that |
ful. 1 do not see the justification for spending millions of have heard in recent times have been pretty disastrous,
dollars just to change what is part of nature anyway. especially in connection with what is underground. In this
The only reason why rehabilitation of any kind is neces-case it is not just minerals but water, and what has been done
sary, in my judgment, is in order to make it safe. What wasat Peake is in some measure an indication of the kind of mess
fashionable 200 years ago in the way of clothing, for instancento which we will get ourselves when we pass this power
is regarded these days as quaint. Even 30 years ago, belter to Sir Humphrey and allow him to exercise it without
bottoms and long sideburns, wide ties and wide lapels irompetence or accountability. | utterly object to and reject the
men’s apparel were fashionable but are now regarded agoposition that the parliament give away its responsibilities
being ugly. Therefore, to my mind, to say that just becausén that respect. So, the ad valorem conversion to regulation
we have taken something from the ground we therefore have wrong, is muddle-headed and will lead us into considerable
created an eyesore, an ugliness, is ridiculous. It is an unnecetifficulties.
sary cost burden on society to require so-called rehabilitation | want to point to the idiocy of some of the decisions that
to be undertaken at expense that will have to be passed onltave been made by agencies of government about rehabilita-
those people who use the products. That is you, Mr Deputfion. One of my very good friends—a former employee, in
Speaker, me and every other citizen. fact, not in my mining business but in my vegetable-growing
It does not happen by magic. You do not have a large poand strawberry-growing business, who is now in business on
of profits in all mining companies and operations that carhis own account as a consequence of his frugal lifestyle, hard
automatically be milked to do the things that are trendy at thevork and considerable earnings and savings—offered to take
moment. So, | do not share the enthusiasm that somever a quarry at Evanston that needed rehabilitation, which
members have expressed for collecting large amounts @ any reasonable estimate will cost more than $2 million to
money to do no good for anything. rehabilitate. It is an old quarry and, by his doing that, he
I go on from that to say that, along with other honourablewould have relieved this fund and the taxpayers of that
members who have commented on the fashion in which w&2 million cost. If the government, in its wisdom, listened to
have now proposed, through this legislation, to change theested interests, turned down his offer and refused him
means by which we will in future offer the rate of paymentplanning approval to do it, it would have cost nothing for him
and the method of calculation of the payment to be made, tb have done it in the same way that we will now have to do
believe itis quite wrong. If we cannot do it in statute law andit anyway—that is, to put into the hole dry fill which is not
if, as a parliament, we are not prepared to address suéh any sense organic and, therefore, likely to ferment and
changes, we ought not allow the minister—and morecause a health hazard. Rats do not live on rocks. If you put
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dry fillinto such a hole after having extracted timber from it, up uranium. While it is there, it is just as bad as it is if you
you can bring it back to ground level and use the steeplig it up.

services around the place in the same way as was done in Mr BRINDAL: | accept the member for Hammond'’s
places like Coober Pedy; you can build dwellings backingooint. | do not want to detain the house. | commend the
onto the stone. Of course, they will benefit the occupiers anchember for Hammond on making sense, and his remarks to
owners of those dwellings: they will be the beneficiaries otthe house as this being our province, not the province of
the enormous heat sink provided by that stone. public servants. We trust public servants a little bit too much

They will be saved the cost of the walls that they wouldin this.place, and they do not generally deliver, and what is
otherwise have had to build. This is identical to the fashiornore important, they do not answer at the ballot box every
in which many homes are built in Coober Pedy and othefour years, soitis about time that we took responsibility for
places on earth, particularly in the Middle East. | do not se@Ur own actions.
any reason why we cannot use the same approach here in .

South Australia, and save ourselves an enormous cost burden The Hon. ‘]D L,OMAX'.SMITH (Minister for Educa-
either in our general taxpayers’ pockets, or in the pockets dfon @nd Children’s Services): Thank you, Mr Deputy
people in the mining industry. It strikes me then that a few>P€aker, for allowing me to close the debate. | think that
trendy ideas without the capacity to think laterally to obtain/"a1Y of the speakers opposite have commended the minister
cost effective solutions result in us making our economy thaf®" his collaborative approgch to negotiating a situation
much less efficient than it would otherwise have been had w¥hereby everybody can be in agreement with this bill.
used the ability that we have been blessed with to think a bit AS members will have heard, this arrangement will
laterally, and to do things sensibly. Having said all of that,ncrease the amount in the Extractive Areas Rehabilitation
can | remind all honourable members that the only quarries—Eund by a marginal amount which the industry can bear and
holes in the ground, if you like—or escarpments created ofOP€ With. There will be, as many members opposite have
existing hills face, wherever those outcropping hills may beSuggested, the capacity for core rehabilitation whereby quarry

are those which are there historically, and the company or tHgP€rators will be able to undertake rehabilitation during the
business that created them no longer exists. course of their normal mining operations so that all the

froblems are not left to the end. The funds that are acquired

I think honourable members believe that all quarrying andy, ; ; ;
L -~ : rough this means will not go into general revenue, because
mining has to be rehabilitated from this fund. It does not, an hat ignot the purpose of thge bill 9

it is not. In this day and age, unless you can prove that you

will have the finances to rehabilitate the site in a fasmo%ureaucracies and to avoid the power of the minister doing
W.h'Ch complle_s with the law as it stqqu, you will not bethings beyond that which one would find acceptable.
given permission to commence mining. If you CannOtHowever, I think that this bill has been so widely consulted

gemo?straieh the;thyou will en(;j .UE wiéh that _reve?huet, th n and the industry is so highly supportive of it that it would
epartment nas the power and, Indeed, exercises tha pov%@é churlish for members to try to back-track on what has been

Many comments have been made about the need to watch

to require a lump sum of capital to be deposited in a fixe greed with the industry over a very long period of consulta-

intgrest acc.ount likely to generatga vyhat the departmeq on. | commend the bill to the house, and | look forward to
estimates will be the cost of rehabilitation at the conclusmqhe committee stage ’

of the mining operation, before permission to begin mining Bill read a second time
will be granted. So, there is no problem in an ongoing fashion In committee '

for existing mines, or for mines of the future. The only .
d The CHAIRMAN: | have on the table three sets of

problem, if there is one to which this legislation is suppose .
to be addressing itself, is the problem that has been there f (%r)]?smtﬁgt'lsa?:s%the member for MacKillop. I presume that

some time. To my mind then, to pass over the power, and t .
settheratetoa rr)IIinister, and theppower to dete?mine without Mr WILLIAMS:  That is correct.
reference to the parliament, is ridiculous, improper, and Clauses 1to 3 passed.

unworthy of our better abilities. All honourable members ~ Clause 4.

should be ashamed of themselves if they support such a Mr WILLIAMS: I move:

transfer. It is an abrogation of responsibility that we are Page 2, line 13—

expected to accept, and say that we will accept through the ~ Delete ‘the prescribed rate’ and substitute

; ; 35¢ per tonne, or such lesser amount as may be prescribed by
ballot box each time we offer ourselves for election. the regulations; or

Lines 17 to 19—
Mr BRINDAL (Unley): The member for Hammond Delete subclause (2)
makes a lot of sense, and | commend him on his debats | said in my second reading contribution, these amend-
Surely the point atissue here is that if environmental damag@ents firm up the bill. They are designed to ensure that any
is done—and if | understand the member for Hammondyovernment that wishes to change the levy applied to
correctly, those who do the damage should make the restitégytractive industries would need to come back to the

tion. It should not be left to government to second guess Whajarliament to do that rather than simply doing it with the
the mining industry should do to correct the_ scars that iktroke of a pen or by regulation. | said in my second reading
leaves, or the environmental damage that it does on theyntribution that this is something about which | feel
landscape. I am reminded of Brukunga mine, in the membegirongly. | think that other members have expressed similar
for Heysen'’s electorate, which has done enormous damag@ncerns about the contemporary attitude to law making—
over hundreds of years, leaching heavy metals and othgjt, | guess, that is not unique to South Australia.
nasties down the— This amendment is designed to stipulate that the amount
The Hon. |.P. Lewis: It was doing that before it was dug will be 35¢ a tonne or such lesser amount. The opposition
up. It was always there. It is like saying that we must not digdoes not mind the minister of the day reducing the amount of
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levy or royalty levied on the extractive industries if thatturns  The Hon. I.LF. EVANS: As | understand the minister’s
out to be the case. Indeed, there is some expectation, becaaseswer, the only way in which a quarry can be rehabilitated
we have reached the stage where there is quite a deal isfif the owner of the quarry requests it to be rehabilitated.
backlog of rehabilitation of disused quarries, etc. There might The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: My advice is that that
come atime, if we see success in the new measures in termasso.
of quarriers rehabilitating as they go, when we find that, in - The Hon. I.F. EVANS: There is nothing to stop the
five or 10 years, the fund is accumulating at a greater ratgwner of a quarry selling their interest in an unrehabilitated
than is necessary. state?

I'have also included in this amendment a mechanism S0 The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: As part of the lease
that by regulation the minister of the day can reduce th@onditions, when an owner surrenders their lease at the time

amount of royalty which would go into the fund. of sale, there is a miner’s obligation to have fulfilled their
The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: These amendments rehapilitation responsibilities.

have been agreed to, so there is no requirement for debate. | The Hon. I.F. EVANS: Is it possible for an owner of a
do not think that the general principles have been changegyarry to sell the quarry in a rehabilitated state because the
but where there were queries the amendments have begBrson purchasing the quarry wishes to build a home or have

made to give the opposition comfort. the feature of the quarry as part of their construction, which
Amendments carried; clause as amended passed. quite often happens when houses are built underground or in
Clause 5. quarry faces? In some countries there are actually burial
Mr WILLIAMS: | move: procedures into quarry faces. | know the amendment does not
Page 3— directly relate to this, but does the legislation allow someone

After lines 2 and 3—Delete subclause (1) and substitute: tg sell an unrehabilitated quarry if the purchaser is happy to

gg E%ﬁfﬁﬂ:%fg@?gfgﬁ;&Jgﬂggigé@dagftﬁgt?itri:il;ttgrhave it in an unrehabilitated state, and does the rehabilitation
on extractive minerals, the minister may pay the 'equirement then transfer to the new owner; or is it possible

‘prescribed rate into the fund. for an owner to own a quarry and never rehabilitate it?
After line 3—Insert: ete “The minister _ TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: | must say that the
(1a) Section 63(3)—delete ‘The minister’ and subst't“te'capacity to build an underground home or to use the site as
Subject to subsection (4), the Minister - o e .
After line 9—Insert: a burial site is one that was not contemplated within this
(4) Section 63—after subsection (3) insert: legislation. | will take that matter on notice. However,
(4) The total expenditure in a single financial year of generally, | am advised that the obligation is transferred to the
costs "itflsolc'aéecj ‘f""th ensuring g‘at? a1(a) is NEW Owner to rehabilitate and that obligation is not lost by the
@) reﬁagnitartic? rirﬁ ac?:lor;dS:nsgchi?ﬂ (th)e(ar)elis transfer of Iicenpe or lease. However, I will certainly take on
quirements under this Act; and notice the question about burials and development in a quarry
(b) the measures referred to in subsectionas part of a feature, but we are unable to answer that at this
(3)(b) are implemented or monitored. time.

must not exceed an amount equal to 4¢ per . : o
tonne for each tonne of extractive mineralson  11e CHAIRMAN: I have allowed that line of questioning

which royalty is payable into the fund for the from the member for Davenport and given him a fair bit of

financial year preceding that year. latitude. His questions did not pertain in any way to the clause
(5) In this section— in discussion.

prescribed rate means 25¢ per tonne of extract- The Hon. I.LF. EVANS: That is not true, Mr Chairman.

ive minerals, or such lesser amount as may be ‘ ‘
prescribed by the regulations. The CHAIRMAN: Order! I am not entering into

This is simply to change the way in which it is calculated thadiScussion with the member for Davenport. | allowed the
the amount of the total royalty goes into the fund. Theduestions. | point out to the member for Mawson that Iam
minister was going to have this set as a prescribed percentad®t 90ing to indulge an endless number of questions on issues
The bill provides for 50 per cent of the royalty to be paid intoWhich do not pertain to the clause with which we are dealing.
the fund. Of course, that needed to be changed because theMr BROKENSHIRE: Whilst | appreciate your comment,
royalty will be increasing from 20¢ to 35¢, so we need to! also trust that the opposition will not be gagged from getting
prescribe a different rate. The minister's amendment wat9 the bottom of certain matters. The point that | have is
going part-way to doing that, and the subsequent amendméiﬁ'eVan_t specifically to what the minister just said in respect
I moved to the minister's amendment clarifies that. As | saic®f requirements for people upon transfer and/or at any other
in my second reading contribution, it makes it clearer. time to rehabilitate. This bill is about rehabilitation,

Amendments carried. Mr Chairman. . .

The Hon. I.F. EVANS: | declare an interest. | think my ~ The Hon. J.D. Lomax-Smith: Which clause?
uncles or my father might still have a financial interestina The CHAIRMAN: We are dealing with clause 5.
quarry. | am not 100 per cent sure of that, but | declare it. Mr BROKENSHIRE: In respect of how this is legally
How does the department decide which quarry will bebeing putin place, is it when the mining licence is issued, or
rehabilitated? How do they decide the order? is there another time when documentation comes from the

The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: As | understand the department for the policing of this, given that sometimes
matter, the miners make application to the fund. A limitedthese mines exist for long periods? How strong are the teeth
number of mines could be rehabilitated because of the ladk respect of the policing of the rehabilitation?
of funding within that source. Only a limited number of  The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: | am still not sure to
mines have been acted upon to be rehabilitated. Now wittwvhich part of clause 5 the honourable member is referring.
more funds there will be more applications, but to date it ha€ertainly, the matters the honourable member has raised have
been a process which has always been behind on the numbet been raised in the other place or in negotiation between
of applications. the minister and the shadow minister. | think that the
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honourable member’s question is too diffuse for me to behe member for Unley. | would like the minister to take into

able to pin down or pass onto the officer who is assisting meaccount that, unless the answer is given, there will certainly
Mr BROKENSHIRE: |ask that it be taken on notice and be a rather large hole in the information that this parliament

that an answer come back, because | believe that it is relevanas received with respect to this question at this time.

to every clause of this bill that we know how rehabilitation ~ The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: | disagree with the

is policed and whether there is any subsequent legislativmember, because | think she has asked a completely different

requirement or documentation put forward after the issuingjuestion from those that were asked by the two preceding

of the original licence or, indeed, even at the time of themembers. | disagree that the questions of the preceding

issuing of the licence. members were not answered. It seems to me that this bill
The Hon. P.F. Conlon:You can put it on notice all you speaks entirely to funding issues. There are issues that relate
like. I can’t work out what you are talking about. to how that money will be spent, and the protective measures

Mr BROKENSHIRE: Itis pretty straightforward: we are about the amount being raised without consultation have now
talking about rehabilitation. The minister said a little while been agreed to and included within the bill. The matter that
ago that there was an obligation at transfer or at the ceasirthe member raised about the other costs and the costs of total
of the mine to rehabilitate. My question is a simple one: isrehabilitation of the sites has not been dealt with previously.
that an obligation that is instructed in writing at the issuingl think it would be better if she had a briefing from officers,
of the licence or is it an obligation that is instructed by virtueand it is a pity that that has not occurred before today. | think
of an officer inspecting at transfer? It is a reasonable and fathe shadow minister understands the nature of the bill and is
question: it is pretty straightforward and it is not complex. supportive of it, as is the industry. | am at a loss to understand

The CHAIRMAN: | will allow the minister to answer the why the member should be so aggrieved.
question. We are dealing specifically with clause 5 of the bill  The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: | thank the minister for the
as amended. If the minister wants to answer the question dttempt at an answer. | do not particularly accept the patronis-
will allow it but, as | said, | will not allow the committee to ing suggestion that briefings are needed. We are well aware
descend into endless questions on any aspect of the particutithe bill that we are discussing and the shadow minister has
fund that this bill deals with. briefed us all on this. The question relates to rehabilitation

The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: |do notwishto appear thatlooks at licensing procedures during the first appearance
to be evasive, and | understand that the member opposited$ any industry collective that has the responsibility to
confused. | think he might be helped with the knowledge thatemediate the site. | would have thought it was quite simple
| have just acquired—that the lease conditions, the miné have looked at this question in terms of licensing require-
operations plan and the final land use are part of the leasments and whether a cost structure is applied for the advent
and that there are inspectors and compliance officers. But thif rehabilitation through this industry collective that may be
is not specifically to do with amendment No. 5. If the responsible for the rehabilitation of a mining site or a quarry.
member would like a briefing we could arrange it, because The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: My advice is that we
I think his questions go to another matter. can take that question on notice, but we are having trouble

Mr BRINDAL: | share some of my colleagues’ confu- working out exactly what it means. Having taken it on notice,
sion. Clearly, the minister's answer a couple of question# may still be appropriate for the honourable member to have
back indicated that, when a miner transfers the land, the laral briefing, because | am not sure that we can give her the
has to be rehabilitated. But, when my colleague asked thanswers she requires, because we are having difficulty teasing
very next question, the answer was—if the chair would likeout the meaning.
to listen he might hear what | am asking before he tries to rule  Mr BRINDAL: | refer the minister to clause 5(2), section

me out of order. | will wait for the chair. 63(3)(a), and the words ‘(or any costs associated with
The CHAIRMAN: The member for Unley, | am not ensuring that such land is rehabilitated in accordance with the
happy— requirements under this act)’, and ask the minister to clearly

Mr BRINDAL: Sir, we are discussing clause 5 and | referexplain to the house what that means.
you to clause 5(2), which refers to ‘any costs associated with The Hon. P.F. Conlon interjecting:
ensuring that such land is rehabilitated in accordance with the Mr BRINDAL: If people could see how you acted in
requirements under this act’. That is what is being discussefidelaide, Patrick, they would get a rude shock.
before this committee, that is what my colleagues are asking The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
questions about and, sir, unless you rule me out of order, that The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: | think | have got to
is what | want to ask questions about. the crux of the question. The member for Unley was interest-
The CHAIRMAN: [ will rule the member for Unley out ed in that clause about what the money should be spent on,
of order. in terms of rehabilitation, and whether it covers the costs of
Mr BRINDAL: Thank you, sir. | am glad to see that this managing that rehabilitation as well as actually performing
parliament is gagged. the works. That being so, the answer is yes. Previously, the
The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: Sir, I rise on a point of order. Just bill was silent on the cost of management and now it is not
picking up on aspects in amendment No. 5, | think it is quitein that it is incorporated in the funds collected.
a serious question and, with respect to the requirements that Mr BRINDAL: That is not what | meant. | sought an
will be referred if this amendment is passed and, thereforeexplanation for the purpose of those words. As one of my
becomes part of legal legislation, it is important that we becolleagues asked, for instance, if the funeral industry is
aware of the total expenditure that we are talking abouinterested in rehabilitating quarries by building out a platform
throughout the legislation. If part of the total expenditureand putting in mausolea at tiered levels and then rehabilitat-
accounts for any other costs that might apply with respect ting the face of what then will be a mausoleum, is that covered
the licensing aspects that we are not aware of at the momentty this or will a portion of that be covered by this? If the
| think the question is a very reasonable one, and it has beenine is transferred in an unrehabilitated state to a new owner
put not only by me but also by the member for Mawson andvho seeks to make capital gains, that is, have a business
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interest and rehabilitate the quarry at the same time, will thable to make decisions without community input. ‘I can’t see why
business be subsidised by this fund? That is my question.there is a reason for it. Mr Kaeding said.

The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: | think that this bill  This bill is about changing the date of local government

will not subsidise the building of mausoleums. elections, and it is about increasing the term of local govern-
C_Iause as amended passed. ment from three to four years. | will give a brief overview of
Title passed. a speech that the local government minister, the then member
Bill read a third time and passed. for Gordon, made in the house on Tuesday 9 March 1999,
when the then minister, the Hon. Mark Brindal, was trying
STATUTES AMENDMENT (LOCAL to improve the role of local government, and the functioning
GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS) BILL and accountability of local government. The minister then
. . said:
Adjourned debate on second reading. The objectives set out in the bill are a fine stepping off point for
(Continued from 9 March. Page 1993.) bold, imaginative and much needed reform between state and local
government.

Dr McFETRIDGE (Morphett): |rise as the opposition
lead speaker on this bill. | indicate that the opposition doe§!€ 90€s on to say:
not support the bill in its current form and will be introducing - . - wetalk about better governance and sufficient autonomy to
amendments that we feel will enhance the role of locaanage local affairs. ...
government in South Australia, because we know thaNobody could disagree with that. Later in the speech he said:
everybody in this place agrees that local government is not the gpjectives are high ideals and great motherhood statements
a separate sphere, tier or layer of government: it is an integralit, unfortunately, they are not translated into action in the bill
part of the government of this state. It may be organised in. . Unfortunately the bill falls far short.

a slightly different way and it certainly operates under a lotwe feel that this bill is not doing anything to enhance the role
more cost pressures than the state government does, but iglocal government. Itis going to deter people from wanting
a part of the community and the government of this state thap put their hands up for standing for local government, and
we, in the opposition, will seek to protect to the ultimate. Ithe way that mayors could have been elected—or selected,
start my contribution by quoting from the editorial in the should we say—is certainly a deterrent. The minister aspires
Gawler Bunyip of 2 February 2005: to improving the role of local government, and we have all
At what cost does democracy come? $30 000 apparently. Thiseard him talking about this in the media. In his 1999 speech
is what Gawler ratepayers will pay for a council bi-electionsic] he went on to say:
following the resignation of councillor Val Partridge and before her, . .
Rob Richter. There are legitimate and understandable reasons why The whole of local government is groaning, unfortunately,
councillors have to resign mid-term, but the resultant cost is likelyoecause this is the first opportunity since 1934 and that is the sad

to raise the ire of more than a few ratepayers. By Gawler Council'dndictment of this bill—so, well may you groan. This state
own admission' $30 000 is a ‘signiﬁcant’ cost. This expensegovernment chooses to progress Changeln an incremental manner.

involves, among other things, promoting the election in the| yaaq one of the submissions to the Local Government
community, printing and distributing information booklets, and ballot

papers and reply paid envelopes, and counting votes. This procef$Sociation and, I think, to the minister as well, on the other
must be followed, even if less than half of eligible electors vote bill that we will be debating later this week on the financial
which is usually the best case scenario at a bi-election[sic]. Howevemanagement of local government. The actual term was not,

the legislation is clear and, according to the Local Governmen i - Hania? ; ;
Association of SA, democracy must prevail. ‘At the end of the dayqvIOVIng the deckchairs on the Titanic’ but it was akin to that,

there is a judgment that says we do live in a democracy’, says L& And | will guote that letter when | speak on the other bill later.
policy and public affairs director, Chris Russell. He says whileThe government has here a small change, but | do not
council would ideally like to avoid such an expense, itis not a hugebelieve—and the opposition does not believe—that it is going
sum in the context of running a council the size of Gawler. Mean+g enhance the ability for councillors and councils to fulfil

while, there are moves afoot to extend council terms to four years, . - :
instead of three. If successful, it may result in more councillors?ne'r role any more efficiently or, certainly, less stressfully.

resigning more frequently: from sheer exhaustion, lack of training!n his 1999 speech, the minister went on to say:
the strain of political division and infighting, poor health or the the bill fails to translate into a legislative framework the very

difficulties of juggling council with work and family life. The jgeal set out in the memorandum of understanding between state and
counterargument s that four-year terms give councillors more timgycal government relations. . .

to learn the ropes and make an impact— . . .
We know a lot of speeches have been made in this place—in

and t_he opp93|t|on does r]ot agreg with that—. . public, and in the media—about the relationship between
Notwithstanding, four years is a long time to serve in any organisagtate and local government. We do not have a minister for
tion and there is a danger that some will find the burden too heaV){. | t h Minister for State/L |
Many are unprepared for the rigours of public office, even at local0C&l government now, we have a Minister 1or state/Loca
government level. Prospective candidates need better training th&overnment Relations and, unfortunately, that relationship
will equip them for this demanding and time-consuming role. s not working as well as it might. The next bill that we will
The opposition certainly supports those comments in th&e debating on financial management of local government
Gawler Bunyip in February. InThe Advertiser in Adelaide will explain a serious problem there. That relationship has not
later that month, an article entitled ‘Council bypasses voterddroken down but there are some stresses and strains; it is a bit
stated: frayed about the edges. The minister, in his second reading
In a move labelled ‘undemocratic’, residents in the Port AdelaideSP€€ch, outlines the main aims of the bill. When we go back
Enfield Council have lost their right to elect their own mayor. 10 his 1999 speech we know that he is trying to achieve
Instead, councillors will appoint one of their number to the top job.something. He aspired back in 1999, and in his second

The decision was made to Change the SyStem—by avote of 10to ad|ng Speech on 9 March 2005—almost six years differ-
at a special meeting of the council. President of the Federation : . . .
Residents and Ratepayers Association Kevin Kaeding yesterd pe—and his attitudes have not changed a Io.t, he is still
criticised the decision as undemocratic. Mr Kaeding said it wouldfYing to push for local government, but | do not think that he

mean that the councillors involved in a dominant faction would beis achieving the right aim here, and | hope that the govern-
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ment supports the opposition’s amendments. In his seconghat local government does if it is given the ability to change

reading speech, the minister says: the number of members on councils. Obviously, a review will

The aim of this bill is to improve the effectiveness of the systemhave to go out for public opinion, and later | will talk about
of local government representation. . . how that is to be presented and publicised. In his second
He goes on to say: reading explanation, the minister states:

The main change proposed in the bill is to increase the term of _This bill does not include the amendment contained in the
office for council members from three years to four years from theconsultation draft bill that would have prevented a council from
2006 local government elections, in conjunction with altering theUsing any other title other than ‘chairperson’ as the title for a
date for periodic local government elections from the first businesgrincipal member chosen by council members. The Local Govern-

day after the second Saturday of May to the last business day befof@ent Association confirmed its support for that amendment but
the second Saturday of November. councils were divided on the issues, and those councils currently

. ) . . . using or considering a different title, such as ‘chairman’ or even
It was interesting that, in some of the consultations carrieemayor’ were strongly opposed. The current provisions will remain
out on the electoral process, the options put were three yeass that councils and communities make decisions about whether their
all in all out, four years all in all out and four years half in p“nC'ga' mem?ﬁf Sbhould bfetﬁ'eqtedlat 'tafge o chosen bytcgunC'I'
. f . empers on e Pasis 0 € Implications for representational
half ou_t: The.fe IS no re_al consensus, and that is the po'”?t vernance and not the basis of the status attached to the title.
opposition will be making. We say that we should be staying . . . . L
at three years to protect a system that is working reasonab its initial submission, the Local Government Association
well now, and we hope that the government will agree aftepUPPorted an amendment which was contained in the draft
we have explained our reasoning. In his second readin ill but which was not included in the final bill. That would

explanation, the minister said: ave restricted the title of ‘mayor’ to a directly electeq
New and sustained initiatives are required to attract and retai r|nC|p_qI member. We have_ n_ot gone_dO\{vn t_hat p’ath n
younger council members. A revised scheme for council member pposition. We are not restricting the title Cha'rman_ toa
allowances and other benefits and more council support for membé&elected member rather than elected member or chair.
training and development may be part of the solution, and the bill - An honourable member interjecting:
contains proposals that provide a framework for them. Dr MCFETRIDGE: | was contacted by a mayor of a
No-one will disagree with that, because we know how hardountry council who shares my views on the way in which
our councillors do work. We do need to bring younger peoplenayors are appointed. That mayor supports, and many other
into council. | read the other day that, as a result of thgsubmissions from councillors and individuals support, the
change from two to three year terms, 40 per cent of councilfact that the mayor should be elected at large. | am glad to see
lors are now pensioners. It is not that pensioners cannehat the government has kept that provision. We will be
contribute; certainly, they can. Ageism is something abouénsuring that there is a change from a mayor elected at large
which the Prime Minister is concerned. | am concerned aboub a chairman, or if you want to call them mayor, selected
ageism; it is something we need to be very aware of. We dgrom within a council at the will of the community, not the
need (as we do in parliament) a broad range of views angill of a particular council, as we have seen at Port Adelaide
attitudes, and that will come from having a range of peopléEnfield—a very undemocratic process.
in councils of different ages and from different backgrounds. |t is interesting that the Lord Mayor of Adelaide can have
I do not believe that moving to four-year terms (as we will only two terms. Why is it that the Lord Mayor of Adelaide

read out in submissions later) will achieve all this. can have only two terms? | know that some mayors are doing
The Hon. I.P. Lewis: Pensions are not just because ofa very good job, despite the fact that they have been there
age; very often the pensions are for other purposes. nearly 30 years. There may be an argument that we should be

Dr McFETRIDGE: The honourable member makes thelooking for a fixed term of incumbency for mayors—perhaps
point that councillors are not all aged pensioners, but theyo terms, as is the case for the Lord Mayor.
particular reference put to me indicated that 40 per centwere The bill does a few other technical things. It changes the
aged pensioners. They are not a group of people who shoulghy in which the Electoral Commissioner can propose voting
not be listened to. It is the old story: youth qnd enthusiasm. iforms. That is a good thing. Recently, in the APY lands in the
always beaten by age and wisdom. In his second readingar North we had an election where the Electoral Commis-

explanation, the minister further states: sioner was able to look at the situation. He was able to
A council and its community will consider whether it needs lesspropose a system of a democratic vote that would have been
than 12 members. quite bizarre for a country town or the metropolitan area.

Consideration can be given as to whether council should behotographs were put up and people’s fingers were dipped
divided into wards or whether wards should be abolished. in ink. They were given audio and video tapes. It was a very

An honourable member: It is more than 12, isn't it? different way of conducting a vote, but the vote was very

Dr McFETRIDGE: More than 12 members. If they have successful. Having the Electoral Commissioner determining
more than 12 members they can reduce the number dhe form of the voting slips is not a bad thing at all.
councillors. In a speech made in 1999, the minister talked | will talk more later about the amendment which we will
about local government amalgamations. He talked about howjove and which we have nicknamed the Port Adelaide
sometimes, the amalgamations were not serving locaimendment. Basically, councils will have to elect their mayor
communities. We do need to make sure that we are nat large unless there is a referendum of an absolute majority
depleting local community representation. | am not convinceaf ratepayers. If this were to be such a divisive or contentious
in my mind that reducing the number of members on counciléssue, | would think an absolute majority of ratepayers would
will be any benefit, particularly where you have largehave their say on what they want to do with their mayor
councils. because the mayor is a significant position in local

I will be interested to see how we deal with future government.
amalgamations or, as the member for Heysen has indicated, The need for supplementary elections will be reduced. The
de-amalgamations of councils. It will be interesting to sedime before a periodic election within which casual vacancies
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are not filled will be extended from five months to about Dr McFETRIDGE: He is not a member of the Liberal
10 months. We will be moving an amendment to bring thaParty. The summary of desired outcomes and recommenda-
back to seven months, and | understand that is what thgons in the Local Government Association’s original
Electoral Commissioner recommended initially. This will submission to the elections representation review in
allow local government to replace a councillor in due timeNovember last year states that on an all out basis elections be
without incurring that extra expense we saw with the Gawlefor a period of four years. No. 4 states that a principal
council; and do it in a manner which will not detract from the member elected to this position by the community at large
democratic process. shall have the title of ‘mayor’, except for the Adelaide City
A range of minor and technical amendments are propose@ouncil where the title of ‘Lord Mayor’ is to continue; and
in relation to changes to time frames for particular stages od principal member chosen by and from within the council
an election process, including the nomination period, thenembers should have the title of ‘chairperson’. No. 5 states
close of voting and the period of conducting a re-count. Thehat there should be no change to the current provisions of the
Electoral Commissioner as Returning Officer can determinéocal Government Act 1999 regarding voting rights for a
the forms rather than having them prescribed. Furthemayor and a chairperson, or other member presiding in their
amendments are also proposed to allow regulations to includdsence.
and prescribe codes of conduct, revise fixed allowance The attitudes have changed a little. | digress slightly to
amounts from the 2006 local government elections, andhention the issue of dual candidacy, which a number of
require councils to have a policy for training and develop-people have raised with me. We are not dealing with the issue
ment. of dual candidacy at the moment. | did note in the Local
Although the Local Government Association has said thaGovernment Association’s issues paper that from
it supports a four-year term, some councils, residents an@ctober 2004 the concept of dual candidacy was not support-
ratepayers associations are concerned that a four-year teed, yet just before that a desired outcome is to attract a wider
would further discourage potential candidates from nominatrange of candidates to local government elections and to
ing, particularly those who are younger with work and familyminimise barriers to potential candidates for local govern-
commitments. Opinion is certainly divided. The Local ment elections. An opinion was provided to local government
Government Association acknowledges that opinion i9y Norman Waterhouse which stated that dual candidacy did
divided. This is where my figure and the Local Governmentvork in New South Wales and Western Australia. However,
Association’s figure differs a little but it is not significant. as | said, itis not an issue that we will be raising at this stage.
Only 30 of 68 councils submitted opinions: the Local The Local Government Association also conducted a
Government Association referred to 36. | contacted councilsommunity consultation process on the the electoral process.
again as late as last week and did not receive any neWwas interesting that the initial opinions were at odds with
submissions. Twelve were opposed or concerned about goinghat the Local Government Association has decided. In
to four-year terms; 10 of 14 submissions from ratepayerelation to community consultation—and we should be
groups opposed going to four-year terms. The Electordistening to the community on this matter—item No. 1 dealt
Reform Society of South Australia also opposed four-yeawith the frequency of local government elections in relation
terms. Key finding No. 1 in the local government communityto state elections. The predominant/shared view was that
consultation report of October 2004 states that retaining three year terms were preferred, with support for no stated
three-year term was the predominant view. The LGA, as bbjection to elections in the spring. The opposition is
said, supports a four-year term. proposing that we will have three year terms and it has no
If we are to impose four-year terms on local governmentproblem with shifting the elections to November (as is
we need to be very careful. Just because every other locptoposed by the government) because we do know that next
government in Australia has four-year terms does noyear there will be a clash among the plethora of events in
necessarily mean it is the best thing for South Australia. Wéarch.
are a state. We are part of a federation but we are individuals The Electoral Commissioner has said that he will not be
and we can have our own terms of representation. The Paable to cope with that, and it will not be a world-shattering
Adelaide-Enfield matter, as | say, is being dealt with byevent to move local government elections to November.
amendment. There have certainly been some issues with tl®me are of the opinion that moving to November will be a
Holdfast Bay council (which is in my electorate of Morphett) problem in country areas, where harvesting will be under
and the way in which the mayor has voiced his very strongvay; but we would probably have the same problem earlier
views on community issues and has been at odds with othéar the year, when seeding is under way. However, because it
elected members of council. There is an opinion that thés a postal ballot, | am sure that we have overcome those
mayor has been gagged—and that is the perception. Th@oblems.
reality, though, is that the mayor will still speak out. In a later submission (which was in February; the previous
The latest crazy thing that has happened is that they hawibmission was in November), the Local Government
removed the title ‘mayoress’ from the mayor’s wife, althoughAssociation finalised its position, and there were basically six
it was never an official title. They have also introduced formsissues. These included periodic election, the term of office
on which council officers have to document every time theyand confirmation of the LGA's support for four-year terms
speak to the spouse of a councillor and they have to recomf office on an all-in, all-out basis, noting that this is not the
the time, the date, the place and the conversation. | do neinanimous view of councils. The opposition is of the opinion

know what that is all about: it is absolutely crazy stuff. that, unfortunately, this is far from a unanimous view of
The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: Couldn’t you disclose thatthe councils. The Local Government Association, as | have said,
mayor is a member of your party? supports the move to the second Saturday in November; it has

Dr McFETRIDGE: | correct the Attorney-General: the no problems with that. It supports the composition of a ward
mayor of Holdfast Bay is not a member of the Liberal Party.representation review. There is mention of the conduct of
The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: No longer. elections and moveable signs. It would be nice if we did not
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have some of the posters and other things we see every tingeuncils. In a fax to me when I first raised our concerns about
there is an election. three-year terms, the Local Government Association said that

The Local Government Association makes mention 068 councils had expressed concern to the LGA in relation to
some of the issues dealing with training and policy developfour-year terms. | do not think that was the case: | think that
ment. No-one would deny the fact that local government andhight be a typo.

the people who put up their hands to serve in local govern- |t is really not that: we do not have as broad a range of
ment deserve as much support as possible. It is possible th@fpresentation of submissions as we would have liked, and
they need to be remunerated on a more adequate scale—aggould be nice to see why the others did not put in submis-

I note that there are some backdated CPI increases for locgibns. Perhaps it is because they are all so overworked. The
government. There is a need to continually review that. It isninister has said on a number of occasions on radio—and |
not paying them to do the job, but | do not think they wanthave been on the radio with him when he has said this—that
that. | suppose we could go to the Victorian ambit claim, withif you do not like your local government, your councillors,
the local councillors having 80 per cent of a backbencher'you do not like the job they are doing, then vote them out.
salary'and the mayor, or the chairperson, having 80 per cent The Hon. R.J. McEwen: That's called politics.

of a minister’s salary. That had Buckley’s chance of getting Dr McFETRIDGE: ‘That's called politics, the minister

up. . >
The Local Government Association’s final submission (itszﬁ' tﬁg:#ffg?gnsg'tﬁke:q%mmtgﬁtrﬁsfg; fecl) :gugﬁeé’gnt%ro'?é %’r?;m

has been refining it, and that is what the Local Governmerﬁut | would have thoudht that that is a reasyon whv vou miaht

Association is all about; it is an active association and trie€"" 9 VY g

to represent the 68 local government bodies in Sout ant to k_eep the term at_three years, so that you can vote

Australia) confirmed support for the bill in its current form €M outif they are not doing their job. That extra 12 months

but, once again, it acknowledges the fact that it is not ould be quite painful if you really thought they were doing

unanimous outcome with respect to four-year terms. A tota he wro_ng thing. .
of 68 submissions were received, 36 from councils (and, as 1Ne issue of the lord mayor being able to stand for only
| said before, | have only 30 of them: | would like to obtain WO terms is not one we are going to press on. | am sure that

the other six to see what they had to say) and 32 from othdPc@l government and mayors will sort that out amongst
groups and individuals. themselves. If the mayor is not doing the job, | am sure that

With respect to the term of office, | am not so sure thaSOmeone will stand against them and, as we oftt_an see ifthere
this government will see its way clear to accepting theS aparucu]ar issue, mayors do get rolled. The issue of dual
opposition’s amendment. | think it is a bit of a knee-jerk candldacy is something we can come back to at anqther stage,
reaction to go to four years. It is not necessary. There is Qecause it may be that we will need to make it easier so that
comment that it should be noted that the majority of counciP€OPe who wish to stand for local government are able to
members seek to run for election for multiple terms, and thaf@ve @ go without risking their opportunity to continue to
this was fundamental in considerations regarding th@articipate, particularly if it is for four years.
appropriateness of four-year terms. | think it is easier if one At the current stage you have only lost them for three
stands for three years and goes for another three years thg@ars but, if you go to four years, you have lost a potentially
to lock oneself in for eight years. | think there is a significantvery good member for four years. When we debate our
disincentive in going to four-year terms. Some people in locaimendments in committee we will need to look at the way we
government have said that we should go back to two yeardo it, because some of them are consequential on the fact that
but I think that is far too short. Three years seems to be th#e opposition does want to go from a four-year to a three-
right period, and it will give people incentive. | do not think year term. If that gets up, we will be moving a number of
that one can achieve the minimum turnover with the maxitechnical amendments. The main one that has caused some
mum enthusiasm by locking people into four years. | knowdiscussion, apart from the three-year to four-year terms, is the
that it is a four-year term with state governments. | have beeway we want mayors to be elected at large. The amendment
here three and a bit years now, and the time has flown.  reads—and this is after a review of the electoral process has

| get paid very well for what | do. | did not realise it was been undertaken as the act allows:
as much work as itis, but | am thoroughly enjoying the work. f the report proposes that the composition of the council be
I know that when local councils are doing their reading andhltered so that the council will have a chairperson rather than a
consultation with constituents they work very hard and theyfoiyigfég\e/eﬁ%lﬁr?gﬂtﬂeg%éngg SS)UEQitlgggP;?]%OtSt% ggg&lyﬁlng;r:rtg?
get minimum recompense for it, but they do it gladly, and Iproceed unless an absolute majority of electors for the relevant area
thank them with all my heart for the work they do. As I havejngicate, through their votes at the poll, that they agree with the
said before, local government is not a separate tier, sphere proposal.
layer of government: it is an integral part of the governing

process in South Australia and it should be enhance hat going from an elected mayor to a selected chairman or

proteptlezdh and rleinforced in evebry pthSifble W.a3|/' I Wi."mayor (if they want to call them a mayor) is the right way to
certainly have a lot more to say about the financial sustain- : i :
ability o¥ local government whgn we debate the next bill. 2 it should get out there lobbying and politicking on it, and

The Local Government Association’s policy manual of't should be able to get an absolute majority of electors to

2004—and | cannot find any updates on it—states that thadree with it. The council should be representing its

terms of office of elected members should be for a period O{fommunlty and doing what. the communlty Says. -
three years on an all-in, all-out basis and the method of An honourable member: Is that what this is all about?

election of mayors should be by electors at large. There hd20rt Adelaide and Enfield and the problems there?

been a change in policy. | do not see how the Local Govern- Mr Brindal: A corrupt CEO is not addressed in this.
ment Association can justify that policy. It is rather sad that Dr MCFETRIDGE: The other main amendment is to
there is not a significant number of submissions fromdelete four years and substitute three years so that we go back

s | said before, if the Port Adelaide Council is so convinced
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to three year terms. Even just last night | had representative3o, we see time and time again—and | will keep citing some
from Grant Council— of these—that, while councils offer support for change, there
Ms CICCARELLO: | rise on a point of order. The is serious concern about the effect that it may have on
member for Unley made a comment about the CEO of thgotential candidates, or even people who are involved
Port Adelaide Enfield Council. I think he should withdraw the already—Ilocking them in. A councillor from Holdfast Bay
comment. He said, ‘a corrupt CEQO'. told me on Thursday morning that he would not be standing
Mr BRINDAL: Mr Speaker, | made a comment sotto @gain if it meant locking in for four years. He is a very
voce and it is not my fault if it transmits across the room.experienced councillor, a very good councillor—in fact, they
However, | did not refer to any person in the local govern-are all very good in the City of Holdfast Bay Council: they
ment sector at all. | made the generic comment— sometimes have different attitudes that cause some conflict,
The SPEAKER: Itis not a point of order and the member Put that is politics, and that is healthy democracy. Kingston
does not need to respond to it. The member for Morphett hggouncil is generally supportive except, once again, for the
the call. timing in November. | do not think that that is going to be a
Dr McFETRIDGE: |will continue. The big issue is the Pigissue. _
change from three year to four-year terms, which is what the  Itis interesting to note the councils that support three year
government wants. Regarding clause 18 (periodic electionsigrms. Playford council supports four-year terms but it does
the Electoral Reform Society of South Australia states: ~ not want a changeover in November 2006: it wants to go to
The Electoral Reform Society believes that four-year terms ar Ctob_er 2007, Increasing the (_:urrent term by 18 mor_1ths.
too long. It will be an intolerable burden for conscientious local 1 here is not much detail on why it wants to do that. | received
councillors, particularly where there appear to be continuou®ne submission from a Playford constituent and he was
conflicts between members in their council leading to unworkableadamant that the last thing he wanted was the term of
councils . . If theterm is increased to four years, there may well bepayford council to be extended by an extra 18 months. He
an increase in resignations over this term. Four years is along time . 10 . - din for th d it should
for volunteers and it will also not encourage younger people.  >ald thatit was voted in for three years and it should stay at
.three years. We know that that cannot happen and that it is

. X ; Yjoing to have to be extended. Perhaps the member for
Important tha’g peopl'e like the Electoral Reform Sougty OfPlayford can enlighten us as to why Playford council wants
South Australia are listened to and they are not alone in thej go to 18 months

position. A_number of councils_ are very concerned about the Yankalilla counc.il is one that is not supporting the four-
way in which the changes will be implemented, even the PP Y

Adelaide City Council, the response of which was as followsY€2r term. It considers the four-year term of office proposed

o in the draft legislation to be too long. It states:
Our response for Stage 2 highlighted that every three years in

spring was preferred but notwithstanding this, council does not Council appreciates the reasoning behind the proposal but feels
object to the minister's proposal of a four-year term. that this is not sufficient reason to change the legislation.

So, it is the minister’s proposal: it is not coming from local Walkerville council—a tiny little council—is generally
government. The Adelaide City Council would prefer three-supportive of three and four-year terms but it states—and this
year terms in spring. That was from the Adelaide Cityis the overriding attitude of most of these councils even if
Council—a significant player in this. It has its own act, whichthey are supporting four-year terms in a general sense:

we are about to amend today. The Gawler Council supported there is some concern that this would create a greater commit-
four-year terms staged at half in, half out. That was a minoment for members and could result in additional resignations
viewpoint from what | understand. Goyder Council, that finethroughout the term.

council on the Yorke Peninsula and extending up into the Midrhe ast thing that we want to do is burn out local government
North, commented as follows: and individual councillors. Tatiara District Council states:

Council has no objection to four-year terms although it may Th : . .
e G ; p e council has no strong thoughts either for or against the
present difficulties in encouraging candidates to stand. provisions of the draft bill. Councillors generally agree that someone
It preferred the timing to be brought forward to October toelected as council’s principal member by electors should be known

avoid local rural commitments to the grain harvest. The Grar?s mayor, and someone elected by councillors internally should be
At ' nown as chairman. There was concern expressed over the increased
Council is in support of the proposed amendments, Yet form for councillors from three to four years. We have trouble getting

spoke to members of the Grant Council last night and, ageople to nominate to stand for council and this will make it even

individuals, they are expressing concern that four years is tomore difficult to get people to nominate because they have to commit
long and that they would find it difficult to get people to put for four years.

their hand up and lock themselves in for four years. It isviount Barker council raised concerns that four years is too
important that we look at these submissions, not just to bfyng and that more supplementary elections will be required
guided by the LGA or the minister or, in my case, just me. lwith councillors either resigning from illness or tiredness.

am not the fount of all wisdom on this—far from it.  do not The Mitcham council said the same thing:

believe that the LGA is z?lnd | certainly do not believe tha_t the Four-year terms can carry the risk that fewer candidates will be
government opposite is. We all try very hard, but it iSjjing to stand, and it could be counterproductive to achieving a

important that we go back and do some doorknocking, dgo per cent voter turnout at elections.

some grass roots campaigning and, in this particular Cas>Zhe Coorong council wants elections to be held every three

have a look at the individual submissions. The Holdfast Ba ears in early August or September rather than mid

council, one of .the major councils in my electorate OfNovember, and it is understandable that there might be some
Morphett, states: . - . S - C .
’ issues with farming activities. The District Council of Lower
Council generally supports the proposal to extend the term o yre Peninsula states:
office to four years, although it raises concerns about the impact thai '
the length of this commitment might have on younger and working  The council strongly objects to the proposed changes to the
potential candidates. prescribed title of member.
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That was in the draft bill, it has changed and has been easednendment the Legislative Council desires the concurrence
up, but the council objects to four-year terms: of the House of Assembly:

This council is of the opinion that a term of office should notbe ~ Amendment No. 1
increased to four years. This is based on the belief that an increased New clause—After clause 47 insert:

term of office will discourage some potential applicants from making 47A—Insertion of section 24A

a commitment to stand. It is also believed that a significant number After section 24 insert:

of members currently choose to stand for re-election at least once, 24A—Native title

thus ensuring that experienced members can constitute a significant (1) The constitution of a wilderness protection area or a
proportion of the members in office at any one time. wilderness protection zone by proclamation under this

Part on or after 1 January 1994 is subject to native title

They are not going to do tha_t _|f _they have to lock in for existing when the proclamation was made.

another four years. However, if it is for another three years, (2) The addition of land to a wilderness protection area or
they will. A submission from the District Council of Franklin a wilderness protection zone by proclamation or
Harbor states: regulation under this Part on or after 1 January 1994

is subject to native title existing when the proclama-

Council does not support the proposal to extend the term of tion or regulation was made.

elected members. Council believes that the four-year term is too long
as a period between elections. Council would support four-year terms
if half the number of elected members were to face election every
two years.

That is one of the very few going for that option; but,
certainly, it is backing the three years. Submission afte
submission requests that local government not be put und

NOTICES OF MOTION

The SPEAKER: Earlier today notices of motion were
given regarding establishing select committees. The notices
IQntained provisions that are presumptive in that they go

any more pressure and not be subjected to resignations (Ieyond the decision that the house may take about whether

people not nominating in the first place. The submission frony" not to set up a committee. | therefore give an instruction

g ! : that the notices will be restricted to that issue alone, in other
tcr:)i:gll;tgtirtgsl\_ﬂa”ee District Council (another big Countrywords, to the substance of the motion. If any such motion is

- ) .agreed to, the house ordinarily proceeds to deal with the
thaé:ouncll is extremely concerned with four-year terms on the bas'%onsequent issues of 'membership etc., at that stage._ The chair
(a) existing members not wishing to commit themselves toSnould have dealt with that matter when the motion was
additional four-year terms; and raised a week or so ago by the member for Heysen. There is
(b) trying to encourage new members to commit themselves tpo need to assume that the committee will comprise certain
Counc{f)gel’glfsarrg‘tg;tsigrzvéﬁﬁe three-year term as per existing sectiomemb.ers until the house has dea]t with the issue of whether
5 of the Elections Act. 8l not it agrees to set up a committee.
It is i.mportant that we do Iister]. I havg a number of other STATUTES AMENDMENT (LOCAL
!nd|V|duaI submissions bUt. I will not Clte_ them. They_ are GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS) BILL
important, though. The Aldinga Bay Residents Association
agrees to an increase in terms from three to four years. That Second reading debate resumed.
association believes that it will save money, but | wonder
whether it has spoken to some of the councillors. The Hallett Dr McFETRIDGE (Morphett): | will read one last
Cove Estate Community Association is generally happy. lindividual submission. The Kensington Residents Association
says that the Electoral Commission seems to be aboweanted two-year terms. It opposed extending the frequency
political influence. It seems not to have too many problemsof local government elections from three to four years.
The South Australian Federation of Residents and Ratepaydredeed, it requests that elections be held every two years and
Association does have problems, and its submission statesot every three years. That is one position that the opposition
We do not support increasing the term of office from three to fourwill not support. I am not sure of their reasoning behind that:
years from the 2006 election. they do not explain it.
It does not support altering the date for elections from May There are a few other minor issues | do need to raise
to the last business day before the second Saturday §ecause some are notin this bill but, rather, in the financial
November. | do not know why it is not supporting that. management bill; for example, public notification of reviews
Certainly, this side of the house takes issue with the four-yea@nd representations and options paper. The council must by
term. Save Our Suburbs Adelaide is opposed to the propos@iiblic notice inform the public of the preparation of the
increase in terms of office for local government membergepresentations and options paper, but it does not say

from three to four years. anything about putting it on the internet or a web site. | think

Debate adjourned. that would be a useful thing to do, particularly in government
areas. That happens in a number of places throughout the bill.

SITTINGS AND BUSINESS | think public consultation nowadays could include things

being put on the internet. Certainly, we all support training

The Hon. R.J. MCEWEN (Minister for Agriculture, and development for our local government participants,

Food and Fisheries):l move: councillors and mayors.

That the sitting of the house be extended beyond 6 p.m. A person is entitled to inspect without charge a policy

Motion carried. under this section at the principal office of the council during
ordinary office hours. | cannot see any reason why a training
STATUTES AMENDMENT (ENVIRONMENT AND and development program could not be put onto the internet.
CONSERVATION PORTFOLIO) BILL Perhaps other councils could learn by reading what their

colleagues are doing in other councils. There is a new section
The Legislative Council agreed to the bill with the in relation to a recount if a successful candidate dies. That
amendment indicated by the following schedule, to whichwould be a disaster. A person could do all the hard work and
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end up dying between being declared the winner and the firsion, and | believe that this bill, together with some comple-
meeting of council. There is a countback then, and there amaentary strategies, will achieve the same and contribute to
no problems at all with that. the advancement of local government. The process for the

The Electoral Commissioner may conduct investigationgeview that culminated in this bill was different from previous
and, after conducting an investigation, issue a formateviews of local government legislation, and particularly with
reprimand to a person who in the opinion of the Electoraregard to the role played by the Local Government
Commissioner has been guilty of a breach of the act. | would\ssociation.
think a formal reprimand may not be enough. | see later in the At the minister’s invitation, the LGA led the review of a
bill he can issue fines of up to $5 000, but | would like to heawide range of aspects of local government representation and
more about that. Section 92A provides that the Electoradlections, running the process of consultation with the
Commissioner may by notice in th@azette determine the broader community as well as with councils. | congratulate
form of any voting material under this act. | think that is athe LGA for the way in which it conducted the review. The
good move. As | said before, | have had an association witinformation sheets, discussion papers and sessions were
the Anangu Pitjantjatjara communities. In fact, this time nextinformative and valuable, and the community consultation
week | will be as far away from Mount Gambier as one couldreport produced separately and independently from the LGA
get without leaving the state. | will be at Watarru, which issubmission on behalf of councils was also made publicly
in the north-western corner of the state, speaking to Aboavailable. The principal change proposed in the bill is to
riginal communities. Certainly, they are much happier nowjncrease the term of office for council members from three
having had successful elections conducted by methods whic¢h four years and to alter the date of the elections from May
would be considered extraordinary under other circumto November, with both amendments being effective from
stances, but we are dealing with extraordinary circumstanceX)06. This would result in the term of the current sitting
and extraordinary distances up there. The Electoral Commisouncil members being extended from May to
sioner being able to determine the form of any voting materiaNovember 2006, and it would also avoid the clash of state
under this act is a good move. and local elections in 2006 and ensuing years.

The opposition will be moving amendments to maintain  This proposed change will align South Australia with
the term of three years. It will be moving an amendment tdnterstate local government terms of office. More importantly,
ensure that a mayor, if elected at large, cannot be selectdidwill allow newly elected members to participate fully in
from within the council unless by an absolute majority of budget and rating processes for the following financial year,
ratepayers. The only other amendment is that, instead ofand assist councils in their longer term strategic planning.
casual vacancy not being filled within 10 months of a general'his change had been discussed by local government for
election, we will be bringing that back to seven months; ancseveral years. In fact, members might remember that many
I understand that was the recommendation. Currently, it igears ago council elections were held in October. The local
five months with a three-year term. Going out to severgovernment executive for many years had discussed changing
months allows for the mechanics of getting the election undethis date because it is very difficult for newly elected
way, if necessary. One would hope that would not bemembers to be faced with a budget. Mr Speaker, as someone
necessary under a three-year term with enhanced training amdho has been involved in local government, you would know
support from this government. that local government is a very complex area and people need

As we will find out under the financial management andto learn very quickly about a lot of things.
rating bill, with extra support from the state government | was first elected for one year in a by-election, then | had
councils are to conduct themselves in a more open andtwo-year term and then a three-year term. | can certainly say
accountable way than they already do. They do a damn godbat the longer period was much more advantageous because
job, and people will want to stand for council and participate it gave people on council the opportunity of putting in place
We hope they continue to do so. The opposition feels thert®ng-term strategic plans, which obviously is very important
is a significant disincentive if we go out to four years. Thereto the community, and decisions were not made on an ad hoc
is no rush on this. The fact that other local governmentdasis. Some concern has been expressed that longer terms
around Australia have four-year terms is not an indictmentyill make councils less accountable. Democratic election is
as far as | am concerned. The federal government has a threggrtainly fundamental to our system of local government.
year term. We have four-year fixed terms. Issues, circumcouncils would not be considered governments without it.
stances and communities are different. We are talking abodihe introduction of this bill coincides with the target in South
local government. We need to ensure that we maintain th&ustralia’s Strategic Plan of achieving 50 per cent turnout in
locality of local government. We do not want it to turn into local government elections within 10 years.
regional government, just as much as we do not want state The highest established local government turnout achieved
government to turn into a federal government only. We neeéh South Australia was 40.1 per cent at the 2000 elections, at
to maintain this particular part of the democracy that we hav&vhich exclusively postal voting was introduced, but unfortu-
in South Australia. We need to enhance it, and | do nonately this fell to 32.7 in 2003. No-one underestimates the
believe the current bill does that. difficulty of achieving an average turnout of 50 per cent while

voting remains voluntary. The minister has referred to the

Ms CICCARELLO (Norwood): | take the opportunity fact that a comprehensive cooperative strategy will be
to indicate my support for the bill, and | suggest that manyrequired to increase turnout at the 2006 local government
of the amendments are long overdue. As most people knowjections. It is essentially up to the LGA and member
I had 10 years’ experience in local government as a councillozouncils to devise and implement that strategy, and clearly
and nearly seven years as mayor, and | am surprised thatore will be required than the general promotional appeals
some of these proposed changes have taken so long to be puitvoters. The results will be able to be assessed after the
forward. The aim of the amendments is to improve the2006 elections. This is an area which | believe local govern-
effectiveness of the system of local government representaaent should take seriously—and | am sure that they will.
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Having said that, | believe that local government under- Mr Brindal: It's a long speech for you, isn't it?
stands that accountability now requires much more than Ms CICCARELLO: Itis an area that | am very passion-
submitting yourself to the voters every few years. My viewate about, as you know, Mark.
is that longer terms will require councils to focus more than  Mr Brindal: Yes, | know. | notice that you are reading it
ever on consulting and engaging the members of theitoo, though, Vini.
community between elections. Four-year terms will allow Ms CICCARELLO: [justwantto make sure that | make
councils sufficient time to conduct the extensive strategi@ll my points in the time allocated. If the member opposite
planning and community consultation processes that argid not interrupt, | would not have to—
required or proposed under the Local Government Act and An honourable member: Yes, why don't you stop being
other acts. Any ensuing policies and programs initiated by theo rude, Mark?
council would put electors in a better position to judge the The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Norwood has
effectiveness of the council as a whole at election time.  the call.

Some councils and people with an interest in local Ms CICCARELLO: Many people have passionately held
government are also worried that fewer people will want toviews about which representative structure is preferable, and
make four-year commitments to council service. Itis true thaso do I. The point about this bill is that it does not limit the
young people and people at stages of their lives when wor&ptions available for representation or mandate one over the
and family commitments are at their heaviest are undermther. What it does do is amend the provisions to encourage
represented in local government, and that is something thatmore informed approach to these important reviews from
the LGA needs to address in a sustained way. But | undethe outset and to ensure that several options that have been
stand that more than 80 per cent of existing council membershown to have the potential to improve representation and
nominated in the 2003 elections. So, they were clearlgovernance are included in the options examined. Councils
prepared to make at least a six-year commitment, and martiiat are already following best practice (and a number of
council members serve much longer than that. councils are conducting reviews right now in the lead-up to

As a result of the shift to four-year terms, the currentthe election) would already be doing what these amendments
minimum requirement for councils to conduct reviews of therequire.
representation structure every six years will need to change Councils will be required to have a qualified person
to every eight years, once in every two election cyclesprepare a representation options paper, which must examine
Nothing prevents councils from conducting more frequenthe advantages and disadvantages of various options and, in
reviews or electors from initiating submissions for changegatrticular, if the council has more than 12 members, whether
in between scheduled reviews. The power already exists fahe number of council members should be reduced and, if the
the Electoral Commission to require councils with wards tocouncil is divided into wards, whether the division of the area
undertake a review any time rapid changes in populatiomto wards should be abolished. There are several consultants
mean that the number of electors represented by a wanlith the expertise to produce these papers who are currently
councillor varies from the ward quota by more than 20 pemused by councils, but the provision does not prevent a council
cent. This should protect the progress that has been madeaofficer from preparing the paper if the council considers them
removing malapportionment in local government. We havejualified to address the representation and governance issues
seen that some areas do develop much more quickly thanvolved.
others and, therefore, this is a very important aspect. | am sure that the LGA would be able to offer the

An effective review requires councils and their communi-appropriate training. Public consultation on the basis of the
ties to understand and explore the implications of differentepresentation options paper must occur at the outset of the
arrangements for representation in terms of their area rathegview, when other changes are made to the current require-
than concentrating only on representation ratios and wardhents of public consultation to ensure that public submis-
guotas. Councils and their communities have a wide range aions are effectively addressed in the final review report. The
options for their representative structure: the number ointention here is for the councils to show how public submis-
members on the council, whether councillors are elected bgions have been taken into consideration and how they relate
the whole area or the council is divided into wards, whetheto the principles set out in the act, rather than simply asserting
wards are single member or multi member, whether th¢hat this is the case.
council has area councillors in addition to ward councillors | note the provision requested by the LGA requiring each
and whether the council’s principal is elected by the wholecouncil to have a member training and development policy.
area or chosen by the councillors from amongst themselvefgain, some councils already have such policies and
It is interesting to note that, between 2000 and 2003, seveprograms and realise the importance of making a program of
councils changed from electing councillors by ward torelevant and accessible education available for both new and
electing councillors at large. long-serving members. As | said at the outset, | am very

The member for Morphett has already alluded to thesurprised that some of these policies have not been put in
recent representation review in the City of Port Adelaideplace. | do not want to keep alluding to my former council,
Enfield, which resulted in the decision (unusual for abut many of these things were already in place. The training
metropolitan council) to change its constitution from one withof all newly elected members happened, and long-term
a directly elected mayor to one where members choose trstrategies and programs were put in place so that there was
principal member from amongst themselves. | note that myo guesswork as far as council was concerned.
own council, the City of Norwood, Payneham and St Peters, | will also be speaking later on the finance bill, because
has now passed a motion calling for a report into the advantagain some of those provisions that are proposed are things
ges and disadvantages of a principal member elected frothat should have been in place many years ago when changes
within council versus having a principal member chosen bywere made to the way accounting systems in councils were
the electors at large. Many people have passionately hefput into place. With that, | am pleased to support this
views— provision, together with the other changes proposed to update
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and refine the current provision through representation anehend the status quo, the main body of the organisation comes
elections in local government. in here and says, ‘We will ignore our constituent parts. We
want four-year terms.’?

Mr BRINDAL (Unley): The minister comes here seeking  Why might that be? In other parts of Australia local
to amend the Local Government Act 1999, which was ajovernments have four-year terms. The minister will tell us
complete rewrite of the Local Government Act of 1927,that. He will not perhaps tell us the wages that are paid to
which has been referred to as a thing of shreds and tattersuyll-time councillors elsewhere in Australia. | ask the house

The Hon. J.W. Weatherill: Were you responsible for rhetorically, is this a quest by some in local government to
that? have four-year terms so that they can then have $50 000 and

The Hon. R.J. McEwen: He's referring to the other one. $60 000 paid jobs? Whether it be the city of Mount Gambier,

Mr BRINDAL: Iwas. The old one was a thing of shreds the District Council of Grant or the City of Unley, | do not
and tatters. The point is that a lot of work from this houseknow too many ratepayers who are prepared to spend
went into the 1999 act, and | rely on the minister’s assurancmillions of dollars to fund their councillors to do a job that
to this house that, while making these amendments, he is ntiiey already do. | also do not know that it is what local
going to start again to put in amendments that are at variancgovernment asks because the fundamental questions, when
so that we find an act that has parts which are contra to itselive introduced the new act and the allowances that were paid
| am thoroughly enjoying the fact that the member for Mountunder the new act, were clearly enunciated: do you want to
Gambier brings this bill to this house at this time, since heébe a professional tier of government that receives fully
strongly had his roots in local government very close torenumerated salaries or do you want to be a voluntary tier of
Mount Gambier. | cannot help observing some wry irony ingovernment as you always have been? The answer given by
this debate. local government in South Australia was unequivocal and

This minister has continually argued that local governmentlear: we wish to be a voluntary tier of government and be

is an autonomous sphere of government, responsible for itenumerated accordingly. In South Australia, unlike New
own destiny, yet he brings into this house—as is quite right—South Wales, Victoria and many other states, the level of
an act to change local government. | have always argued ipayment to councillors does not often reflect the work that
this place that the minister is wrong in his assertion that locathey put in or the valuable contribution they make to their
government is an autonomous sphere of government. Locabmmunity but rather that they should not be out of pocket
government is the creation of the state government of Southecause of that.
Australia through the Local Government Act 1999 as | see this as a veiled attempt—or a not so veiled attempt
amended. The shape and form of local government is clearlyerhaps—by the LGA and some others to create a new
determined by this parliament and has been reinforced by thgrofessional tier of government at a great cost to ratepayers.
people of Australia. With escalating rates, as we will discuss in another bill, | do

It was put to them in a referendum some years back thatot know that it is exactly what the ratepayers of South
local government be a separate sphere of government and Bastralia want.
recognised in the Constitution. That proposition was rejected The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: They don't.
by the Australian people. Contrary to the minister's constant Mr BRINDAL: No; but does it pave the way? | think that
assertions that local government is a creature entirelis—
determined to follow its own destiny, local government in  The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: Never; over my dead body.
fact is a creature of this parliament, the creation of this Membersinterjecting:
parliament and the responsibility of this parliament. It is The SPEAKER: Order! The Attorney should not tempt
interesting that this government, in trying to distance itselfanyone.
from its own child, creates not a department of local govern- Mr BRINDAL: The Attorney is not tempting me, sir,
ment but a department of government and local governmeniecause | am reminded that this is the same Attorney who
relations. It is interesting that it makes that distinction. was going to open Barton Road as the first act of a Labor

It is interesting that, having spent three years telling ugovernment.
that basically local government can do what it wants and The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: You are stopping me.
mayors should not come to this minister unless the 68 come Mr BRINDAL: Far be it from me to stop it.
to the minister together with a single view of local govern-  Membersinterjecting:
ment, we now have to consider these amendments. | find it Mr BRINDAL: The fact is that local government, |
interesting that the LGA did this consultation, because believe, is better served by three-year rather than four-year
remind the minister that when this parliament amended thiterms. We have heard about the under-representation in local
act not that many years ago, the method of consultation wagovernment, especially of young people. The member for
for this parliament, through its minister at the day and itsNorwood says quite rightly that 80 per cent of people
department of the day, to go out and consult, not only withrecommitted for a second three-year term, i.e. 80 per cent of
individual councils and individual regions but with individual people were prepared to commit to six years, so four years is
ratepayers, the LGA and everybody we could get. We did nadll right. What a mathematical nonsense. It is easy for
go to one of the principal bodies and ask the principal bodgomebody to take two bytes of three than one byte of four,
to conduct the research on which we changed the act. Thaspecially a young person. If | might, | will just mention the
seems to me to be one of the flaws which this parliamentayor of this city with whom | am staying. He has an eight
must consider in looking at this legislation. It is interestingweek old baby, a two year old daughter and a four year old
that the LGA recognises and recommends changes from threaughter. It may well be easy for somebody in that family
years to four years when most of its constituent councils, asituation—
has been pointed out by my colleague the shadow minister, Mr Caica: He has a 52-year old baby staying with him.
in fact have real reservations about four-year terms. How is  The Hon. |.F. Evans: You are being rude, Paul.
it that, when the constituent parts of an organisation recom- Mr Caica: | couldn’t help it.
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Mr BRINDAL: Incidentally, | remind this house that | Mrs Redmond: Four-year terms.
happen to be the normal disruptive person | am in Adelaide, Mr BRINDAL: Four-year terms, sorry. That is the
and | find it rather sickening that some of the opposition argninister’s point of view, not mine. We should accept that the
sitting over there pretending— form and features that local government is going to have is
An honourable member interjecting: at the will of this chamber and the other place. Accept that,
Mr BRINDAL: No, they are our opposition; thatis what which | believe to be a fact, and say, ‘Look, three years is
I mean. Sitting over there pretending that they act like littlemore suitable as a community service commitment in an
goody-two-shoes when they are as naughty as anyone elsegrganisation that basically is characterised by its voluntary
the class when nobody is watching. In other places itis calleglature than moving to something which the LGA has
hypocrisy, but it would not serve to say that here because dreamed up and which apparently does not have the concur-
is not parliamentary. Look how good they are, all sitting thergence of its constituent councils.’
with their suits looking really nice. Put your feet up on the  The Hon. R.J. McEwen: You are wrong.

desk— ) | . . Mr BRINDAL: The minister says that | am wrong. | am
_The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Unley is getting gyre he will say that in his reply and | am sure that in
alittle bit off the point. questioning every clause of this bill we will get to see

Mr BRINDAL: 1 am right on point, sir; | am making an - \yhether the minister actually understands local government
observation. In connection with this bill, | think itis a valid ;¢ ne has always claimed to do. | am sure he does—he had
point that three years in a voluntary position is a reasonablg long period in it—but you can bet that in the clauses of this

time. Certainly, | agree with the member for Norwood thatyepate the opposition will test him thoroughly and at length
you would hope that councillors would commit to anothery, his knowledge of local government.

three years and then perhaps another three years to develop
their expertise in the community, but it is about the recommit
ment of councillors—not locking them in for long forward

Pl think it was the member for Norwood who said that we
seek to improve the effectiveness of local government

. : . representation. No-one in this place will deny that is a
periods, especially if they are young.

| put to this chamber that some of those councillors, som laudable aim, and it is really the reason for being of the Local

of those vound councillors. would do well to serve their%overnment Act—to get for the people of South Australia the
young ! best system of local government that we can get.

district by perhaps seeking to serve this parliament at a later Therefore. we must concentrate on finding that mechanism
date. If you are going to lock them into four year periods tha . > WE must Inding '
y which this act is improved. Just because | was lucky

are deliberately out of kilter with state elections, as thes . e .

quite rightfully will be— enough to be the responsible minister whe_n we rgformed this
The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: As they should be act after 72 years, | do not have a proprietary interest that
Mr BRINbAII_'. As they.should be. You aré therefore. S&YS it is incapable of reform. We made mistakes in the initial

going to make it less easy for a serving mayor br councillélaCt; we did things in the initial act whereby we sought to give

to seek preselection and service not in council but in this staf@epayers greater certainty of acpountablllty through the act,
nd in some clauses we have failed, and | think we start to

parliament. | do not believe that is a good outcome eltherfo?Ololress that in an act that will shortly come before this

svﬂgglcgrg;irgré?lzﬁf ﬂfmﬁqﬁthi\geiﬁh%?;dgﬁaﬂggrurgg”\:\?e%arliament. So, it is not that | believe the act incapable of

should in local government. If we can do anything that will change—and certainly change for the be.tt(.ar—but since we
P@ve a good act, we must be assured that it is a change for the

encourage younger people into our council chambers then \g\ﬁ)etter, and | am not assured by anything that | have heard

should be doing so. Insofar as | think it can be quite clearl fhus far f th t side that th h ;
established that four years will, in very many ways, mitigate, us 1ar from the government side that these are changes for

: L : the better. They appear to be changes that pander to a group
against younger people joining council chambers— . .
gThe IY|on. I%A.J.pAtk?nsg)n: Mﬁitate, not mitigate. of people in the LGA, and perhaps to a group of people in

. o local government for whom, | think, the ultimate aim is to
chzfirn honourable member: Stop mitigating out of your become a professional level of government, paying $50 000

The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Unley has the ©' $60 000 per year—
call. The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: Never.
Mr BRINDAL: Ifthe Attorney likes to look up the word MrBRINDAL: The Attorney says ‘Never’ but the

‘mitigate’ | think he will find that it is a word that | can use. Attorney is a great one; he represents a party which is great
The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: Militate is the word you are at rewarding its faithful. | remind the Attorney that only about

looking for. a maximum of 30 seats are available to the faithful of the
The SPEAKER: Order! The Attorney is out of his seat ALP in this place, and you have four in the House of

and he is out of order. Representatives in Canberra. So, the attraction (as has
Mr BRINDAL: Millipede is the word that reminds me of happened in other states) of political parties politicising local

you. government, and remunerating it to a point where it becomes
The SPEAKER: Order, member for Unley! afiefdom given away by some political parties, is something
Mr BRINDAL: Farmyard animals and pieces of kitchen Which should not be lost.

furniture are all right: it is just other names. The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: In some councils it is a
The SPEAKER: The member for Unley will get back to voluntary fiefdom.

the topic. Mr BRINDAL: Well, the Attorney says that it is a

Mr BRINDAL: Yes, sir; | will. I do not believe that this voluntary fiefdom, in which the Attorney boasts often that he
house can bet on both sides of the race. Either local govergontrols certain councils in South Australia. He absolutely
ment is an autonomous body and we should, as far as we camasts that he controls certain councils. So, if he could give
be listening to them—and their voice on this is quite clearall of his little councillors who do his bidding $50 000 or
that we should not be moving to three year turns— $60 000 a year, how much would his standing increase?
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The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: Never. They should serve for understanding is that there is general agreement in relation to

no reward. this bill.
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Unley is | was also a little shocked by the comments made by the
straying, and the Attorney is out of order. member for Unley, but | am sure the minister will respond to

Mr BRINDAL: | will conclude with a couple of remarks. those comments in good time. He indicated that the LGA is
I was wrongly challenged earlier in saying that | asserted thatot representative of the bodies it represents, and | find that
a certain CEO was corrupt. My interjection was clear andjuite outrageous. The other completely and utterly outrageous
audible, and absolutely clear in my mind. | asserted that thisomment made by the member for Unley was the slur he cast
bill does not address any issue relating to corruption in CEO®n all chief executive officers of local government. If he has
or words very close to that effect. | named no-one, and ifacts that relate to the behaviour of CEOs, he should hame
members opposite think that there was a name, that name wédem and not cast such a net that every chief executive officer

in their mind, not mine. in this state is labelled as being corrupt.
The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: Why don't you say it outside I rise to support this bill; | believe itis a move in the right
the house; be courageous. direction. As we have heard, current local government

Mr BRINDAL: Because | did not say it. However, | will legislation requires that local government periodic council
say to this house that | believe that there is a certain amoueiections be held every three years, the next council election
of corruption among one or two CEOs in South Australia, ando be held in May 2006. Of course, owing to the introduction
itis a matter that needs to be addressed in this legislation @f a fixed four-year term for state parliament, the state
in future legislation. If it is not addressed, | will come into election will be held in March 2006—and | say, ‘Bring it on.’
this house and talk about it, because that is what this hous¢owever, without the change that is being promoted, the
is for—it is not a coward’s castle, it is a place where you carclose proximity of state and local government elections would
make allegations— occur every 12 years. Of course, some people are attracted to

The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: It is when you are talking. the idea of holding local government elections and state

Mr BRINDAL: No; you can make allegations you truly elections at the same time, but | do not think it is practicable
believe to be true without having the complete weight of thewhile the systems remain quite different in terms of voting
ratepayers’ purse used to persecute you through every— obligations, franchise and voting methods. The reality is that

An honourable member interjecting: people within my constituency still ask, ‘Are you standing for

Mr BRINDAL: Yes; because as soon as you say somesouncil next time, Paul?’, and | have to explain the differ-
thing, these CEQOs grab the ratepayers’ money, employ thences between the levels of government. | am sure that is also

QCs, and use those QCs against— the case with respect to members opposite.
The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: No they don't. This is not meant to belittle electors, but it is good that we
Mr BRINDAL: Yes; they do. create a situation where we do not confuse the running of
The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: Name one example. state and local government by holding the elections at the

The SPEAKER: Order, the Attorney is out of order! same time. The need to prevent a potentially confusing

Mr BRINDAL: | commend the minister for this bill and Situation for voters, as a result of the overlap of state and
I do so with the words, ‘Heavy lies the head that wears théocal government election processes, added a degree of
crown. | am going to enjoy this, minister, because when limpetus to this review. It is my view that the introduction of
was the minister— four-year terms will put South Australian local government

The Hon. M.J. Atkinson interjecting: on a par with local governments in other states and will
Mr BRINDAL: | know, but you also knew everything Strengthen the contribution councils make to our system of
better than me, so | am going to love sitting here, giving yougovernment. The amendments proposed to the local

a few lessons on your own legislation. government election provisions will make a number of
practical improvements to the process and support the
Mr CAICA (Colton): | would like to endorse the Electoral Commissioner in the role of administering that

comments made by my colleague, the member for Floreprocess, while simultaneously investigating and taking action
about what a pleasure itis to be in Mount Gambier, and hovin relation to any illegal election practices.

delighted | am to be here, and to thank the local community, We have had two local government periodic elections
and those from the regional areas for coming in and makingince the introduction of the Local Government (Elections)
us feel so welcome. | was a bit confused by the member foAct 1999. That act promoted consistent practice across all
Morphett’s contribution. | found him to be a little bit all over council areas by providing for universal postal voting,
the shop, quoting any particular group that had a concern groportional representation as the single method of counting
a problem, minor or otherwise, with this bill, using it in such votes, one independent authority, and for the Electoral
a way to support his position, whatever that position was. Th€ommissioner to be the returning officer for all council
fact is that consensus is a position that is reached to bestections. | would have thought that the opposition would be
encapsulate the general view, and it is rarely ever the casg one with the government in saying that that was a very
where we will get everyone to agree with everything abougood move. It is a fact that these elements of the local
this bill or any other bill that comes before us. | do not knowgovernment election process are now well accepted.

how things operate in the world of veterinarians, but | am  Mr Steve Tully, who, as the Electoral Commissioner, was
sure that from time to time decisions are made by theithe returning officer for the local government elections in
governing body that are not embraced by all vets. When | wa8000 and 2003, has recently taken up an appointment as the
the secretary of the United Firefighters Union, | know that,Electoral Commissioner for Victoria. Mr Tully was held in

if | had waited for every firefighter to agree on a certainhigh regard by local government for the way in which he and
position, | or my state council would never have made ahe Electoral Office staff worked with councils to ensure the
decision at any particular time. The fact is that the LGA is theeffective administration of the electoral provisions; and, | am
body representing the collective of local councils, and mysure, that respectful and cooperative working relationship will
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continue. Very comprehensive reports produced on thenember and to fulfil that role in an increasingly complex
conduct of those elections include a range of suggestions femvironment.
technical improvements to the provisions that are now Members of regional and rural councils may also have to
included in the bill. There has been a wide and broadieal with particular features, such as very long travelling
consultative process, much of which is based on the sciendines. In introducing the bill, the minister referred to the fact
that has arisen from those particular reports. that the Local Government Association is aware that new

For example, it is proved to be unnecessary to keep thigitiatives are required to attract and retain younger council
current option for councils outside metropolitan Adelaide tomembers. | would encourage the LGA to take a close look at
apply for voting to be conducted in polling booths if they canthe steps that might be necessary to identify and support
satisfy the test that postal voting would not yield a greatepotential candidates in these rural councils and to assist those
participation rate than attendance voting. It has not been us€@uncils to remain vigorous. Perhaps the same could be said
since the 1999 act came into force. This is one of a numbetbout some members opposite, too—getting in some younger
of amendments being made on the basis of practical expefpeople.
ence along with changes to the time frames for nominations, The suggestion that dual candidacy should be allowed,
close of voting and conducting a re-count. As | and othetvhich was considered in the course of the review of represen-
speakers have said, the 1999 act changed what had beerfation and election provisions conducted by the LGA, was
place since 1927 (and for the better), and this builds on thod#st raised by—
changes that were made. Membersinterjecting:

Itwill continually be a process to improve the mannerby ~ Mr CAICA: Ittook a while.
which local government will conduct its business. Although Mrs Hall: We did not want to embarrass you and turmn you
the cost of professionally conducted and fair elections is &ink like you are now. _ o _
necessary cost in a democracy (and saving money is not the Mr CAICA: The reason | might be pink is by dint of the
object of the legislation), to the extent that the proposed@ct that | am sitting under a light that is giving me a suntan,
changes may reduce the need for supplementary elections a#fd getting very, very hot. The suggestion that dual candi-
streamline some aspects of electoral administration, the@acy should be allowed was first raised by regional communi-
may be some savings that councils can redirect into aredi§s and, indeed, is specific in the context of the contest of the
such as promoting public participation in the electoramayoral position. My understanding is that there was not
process, and we would all applaud that. The more people wHg"ough council or community support for the idea and that

getinvolved in the democratic process and, indeed, cast thdfroutweighs its drawbacks. The simple fact of the matter is
votes for local councillors— that, under this legislation, the councils have the right to

Mr Brindal: There may be some savings. determine whether or not—.angl as lunderstand it, a p]episgite
) . needs to be conducted—it wishes to select from within its
Mr CAICA: There may be. Unllke.the member.for Unley, .own elected members that person who would be, for want of
I do not have the answers to everything. | am saying thatth|§l better term, the equivalent of the mayor, a presiding
) N . fmember. Itis within the structure, and | also understand that
done, and that. |s_why | am supporting the bill. 1 cannoty iq 5 structure currently used by 19 of the 50 country
guarantee that it will do that, but | will be thankful and happycouncils.
(as W,'” mOSt ratepayers) if thgt is the case. ) | understand that the leaders of these councils sometimes
It is important to recognise that the experience angeg| that they are accorded lower status than directly elected
perspective of regional and country councils is sometimegyayors when they perform the same role. | guess that might
different fro.m that of metropolitan cour!cils on particular pe their perception of things, more than anything else. The
representation on electoral issues. Achieving a reasOn'?‘bglg‘?)vernment has listened to these concerns and decided not to
voter turnout and the legitimacy that goes with that isproceed with an amendment that would have prevented the
gene_rally less of a problem for country councils. At_ the last,se of the title ‘mayor’ for council leaders chosen from
election the average turnout for country councils, as hmongst council members. This is an example of an issue that
understand it, was 43.5 per cent as against the metropolitgRay not concern the majority of councils, but which is keenly
average of 28.4 per cent, and many do significantly bettefg|t in particular regions.
This is not simply the result of having fewer electors. The  ag | said from the outset, | am happy to support the bill,
City of Mount Gambier, for example, had a turnout of ang the need for it to be dealt with in a timely fashion (it does
51.2 per cent. On the other hand, lack of candidates can b&gyt ook like that is going to happen) so that these necessary
problem; and that was highlighted, I think, by the member folchanges can be made to the regulations, systems and training

Unley. It has been identified as a problem. It can be gnaterial in good time to ensure that the next local government
problem particularly for country councils. In 2003 the gjections run smoothly.

percentage of elections not contested in the country was
nearly double that of the metropolitan area. Mrs REDMOND (Heysen): | want to make a few
This might be partly due to a culture of cooperating rathecomments about the salient provisions of this bill, and | will
than competing, perhaps, but a small number of supplemempproach them in the order in which they appear in the bill.
tary elections were required in country councils in 2002-03The first is the issue of allowances. Over the years | have
because insufficient candidates had nominated. Some rurahanged my mind about this issue. | was formerly a member
councils are concerned about the proposed increase to fowtf the Stirling council which, of course, no longer exists. In
year terms because they believe that attracting candidates fimy time as a councillor there, | was actually quite opposed
the longer period will be even more difficult than it is at the to allowances for much the same reasons mentioned by the
present, and that point was made by the member for Unleynember for Unley, that is, | feared that politics could creep
| recognise, as | am sure all members do, the commitment andto local government. Having originally come from a state
energy required to represent the community as a councithere politics was well and truly entrenched in local
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government, it still seems to be the great strength of locatouncil we changed from November to March elections. That
government in this state that, by and large, with a couple ofvas how | ended up with a slightly extended term back then.
exceptions, it is non-political. It seems reasonable to move the elections to November. As

| originally came to it with a view that there should not be | understand it, the predominant thinking behind it is related
allowances. | know that when | was serving on councils—ando the ability of members to come to grips with their new job
that was quite a few years ago when | was a young mother-and to deal with the issue of the budget. If you are elected in
it was a lot of work. It was 35 hours a week of voluntary March and you have to come to a budget in June, ready for
work for the community. When | first went on to council we the new financial year, then you have an extremely steep
did not have such a thing as allowances, and my counclearning curve to get your head around not only the job of
voted unanimously against the introduction of any allowancebeing a local councillor but also the issue of getting up a
When they were introduced, we received what was then thieudget for a council. | know that a number of councils within
minimum allowance of $300 per annum. As deputy chair ofmy electorate have quite massive budgets. They are now very
that council, | was paid $500 per annum, or a little less tharwomplex things.
$10 a week. That clearly was not even sufficient enough to  \when | started in local government it was a matter of each
cover what were the outgoing costs of my incumbency in thajhdividual ward councillor looking at footpaths and roads in
position. After a while, | felt that maybe there was room for their particular section of the council. Itis now a much bigger
some change. _ _ ) _undertaking and it is quite complex. | do think it is probably

| am aware that in other states, particularly in places likgeasonable to move people to a November election—if for no
the Brisbane City Council, members are paid more than thgther reason than that. | know there has been some discussion
members of this chamber. That seems to go to the othglhout whether it will interfere with people’s chances of
extreme where you then have people who go into locagjection if they are rural people seeking election at harvest
government for the wrong reasons. They go into it becausgme, for instance, but | think overall, probably on balance,
they want a job for which there are no particular qualifica-that should not interfere so much that it becomes untenable.
tions and responsibilities but is reasonably well paid. Havings it does, obviously we will have to look at it again.
probably s somenhere in betvieen. | thinl there 5 a req. . FEa0N {0 the entitemen o vote, | would like the

' ninister to give more explanation in his closing address. | am

Issue tha’g has been mentioned by a number of other Spe?'?%rﬁme puzzled as to the provisions. | know at one stage—and
this evening about the age of our councillors and the diffi-

culty of attracting councillors. On the last Adelaide Hills it may not be the case now (and this is where | seek the

. - inister’s clarification)—it was the case that | could get an
;Otﬁgcgéga(m%%gev\fgg glzegtloenalr)gfcl)rﬁat/heag }ggla\/e{ﬁgﬁtﬁis ntitlement to vote as a ratepayer who is resident, and | could
. Y : 9 also get an entitlement to vote even as the occupier or owner
was I_argely to do with t.h'.e fact that_ most people who are bus%f commercial premises. | could get more than one vote for
earning arlllvmg an(fj raising a family simply could not afford one council. That was seemingly flying in the face of the idea
to put in the effort for no recompense. : e e
In relation to this area, | think that we need to look at theOf one man, one vote—universal democratic principles—but,

introduction of some sort of reasonable amount. | believe th v,E/hen you think aboutit, if people own a number of properties

at present most councillors around the state get allowanc Qd they are paying rates for those properties, and those rates

- .- are, first, moneys they have to pay out and, secondly, moneys
of the order of $6 000 per annum. That probably is not quit . X ; : I
enough, given that, for instance if they are running their Owiat are used by a council to do various things in the district,

. . : . then perhaps it is not unreasonable to say, ‘Well, you do get
business, they have to give up a certain amount of tim ore than one vote.
earning their normal income to devote it to the activities )

involved in being a local councillor. It seems to me thatthere | @m a little unclear as to the effect of clause 28. I notice
is probably room to move. in the bill there is a specific provision dealing with the people

The bill itself simply provides that council at its first in the City of Adelaide, which is governed under its own act

meeting after an election has occurred is to fix its rates an@t Present. In that particular case, it has a special provision
allowances. There is a default provision to provide that, if itvhich provides that that cannot happen. You cannot have one
fails to do so, it will be paid whatever the minimum is; and vVote for each capacity: you can have either a vote as a
the regulations can put in the maximums and minimums. | arf€sident or a vote as a commercial property owner, or
suggesting that the idea needs to be considered, but there/y§atever other sort of property owner you might be. | would
nothing in the bill itself which would prevent that from like the minister to clarify whether in practice there is any
happening once these provisions were in place, so | am néffference between the provisions which will apply to the
opposing it in any way. members of the City of Adelaide _compz_ired with people in

| assume that the minister will be taking good note of theelectprates all around the state in their local government
LGA's ultimate submission on the area. | notice in a letterélections.
justlast week it has set up a council member allowances and Regarding the issue of the naming of the principal
benefits review panel, which is out for public notification atmember, again | reflect on my time with my local council. It
present. It is due to deliver its report and recommendationwas a very small council consisting of only eight councillors
in August this year. As | said, | cannot see anything in theand we elected our own chairman from within our ranks. That
terms of the bill which would stop the introduction of seemed to work well, as it did in many rural councils around
something in the order of a reasonable recompense-the state. That process has the benefit of avoiding the
somewhat more than what people are getting at present—burtecessity to address dual candidacy. However, there can be
nevertheless, not so much that it will motivate people to ga bit of a problem because, if you have a system in which a
into local government for the wrong reasons. mayor and councillors are elected, if someone puts their hat

| was interested to see in the bill that there will be ain the ring to become mayor, under the current provisions you
change from March to November elections. When | was orcannot at the same time run for councillor.
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I think that is a sad loss because, as other members haget a copy of the policy, when, surely, that is a policy that an
suggested, there is a dearth of people wanting to be electéaending member of the local council should be able to
to the local council. That may be for very good reasons butaccess, as indeed should any other member of the community.
if we cannot encourage more people to go onto their local Lastly, | address this issue of periodic elections. Again
council, | think we should be very careful not to put obstaclesvhen | was on council, we only had two-year elections.
in the way of those who are willing to serve, who would like Certainly, as the Local Government Association says, most
to throw their hat into the ring for mayor and who, if they do people did run for more than one term. However, | believe
not get the mayoralty, can perhaps take up a position asthat three years is long enough. It is open to anyone to stand
councillor. again if they wish to, and no doubt, after three years, the vast

Some might argue that that could lead to a fairly difficult majority would be just finding their feet and coming to grips
council, but I know that a large proportion of the councillorswith the job and they would be happy to run again. However,
in the Adelaide Hills Council (during its most recent election)people’s circumstances change. They certainly have to make
ran a very public campaign against the mayor. The result wasbig commitment to stay on local council and it seems to me
that they were re-elected as councillors and the mayor was be reasonable to say, ‘Well, let’s leave it at three years. Let
also re-elected, yet they seem to have managed to settle dowaople run for three years. They are able to run again if they
and start working together. They have accepted the results @fant to, that is fine, and if they do not want to, then they are
the election, just as we all under a democratic system mustot committed for any longer.’
accept the results of any election. So, | think we may need to | was most interested in the Local Government Associa-
consider at some stage this idea of dual candidacy. tion’s comments on this matter because they said that, in the

In respect of the current position in relation to the electioncourse of their consultation, they had written to people, and
of mayors and councillors, the one drawback that existedouncils in particular, about this idea of a half turnover. |
when | was a member of the council was that the chairmaknow many people who serve on boards would be familiar
might not be recognised to have as much authority awith this. On my local hospital board, we have a system
someone who was called the mayor. That seems to b&here every election half of the board is up for election. Now
adequately covered under our present system which that has many benefits in my view because it means that there
understand allows the chairman to be elected and to adopt tiea consistency in the way in which the board runs. You
title of mayor. never have a complete new lot of members coming in,

I am very interested in the introduction of a compulsorytherefore you are not left without some sort of corporate
policy for training and development in the bill. It provides history and knowledge about what has occurred previously
that the council must prepare and adopt a training andnd why we do things in a certain way. However, there is
development policy for its members. One of the mostcertainly opportunity for new blood and, indeed, we have a
valuable training days that | have ever spent was one thatrhentoring system so that people who have been on the board
undertook when | first became a member of the local councifor a while are assigned to mentor new members and to teach
It was not compulsory, but it was really worth while. The them about the process.

Local Government Association ran a training course which What surprised me was that when the Local Government
taught us a lot about the nature of our role as councillors: wéssociation flew that one up the flagpole, they reported that
were not to give directions to the people who were workingt received very little support. | would have thought that it
as council staff; we were there to set the course of the shigas probably a worthwhile thing, and if we were going to
and leave it to management to implement our decisions. have half turnovers, then | would have been happy to say,

We played a very interesting role-playing game. The'Let us go to four years’, because it would have meant that
group was divided into smaller groups consisting of four oryou would have an election every two years but every two
five people. Each group was to represent a council, and eagears only half of the available positions would come up for
council was given a bank of popularity or public opinion of election. There would be some level of stability and forward
20 points, a legality bank of 20 points, and a finance bank ogplanning and all that sort of stuff. You would not have
20 points. We were then given instances about which we hatbuncils being usurped by some particular interest being
to make decisions as local councillors. As local councillorselected. | would have thought that that had significant merit,
we made our decisions and we were given a mark. If weget the Local Government Association reported that, in the
made any decision that was very popular with the public, ouprocess of their consultation, they really did not find that the
marks in that area might go up and our bank might go ugouncils gave it any support at all.
substantially, but it might be a decision which, whilst | do not know to what extent the councils really con-
popular, cost us a lot and our finance bank went down, ansidered the detail of this bill, and like the member for
we might lose points in our legality bank. The name of theMorphett | do express a slight concern about the level of
game was that, if we lost all our points in any one of thosaesponse. | do not think it is necessarily safe to assume that
areas, we lost the game. people who are in local government have the time, first, to

It was a very clever and well-devised set of exercises toead the bill. They are not straightforward things to read and
make us understand that, like all government, it is a balancinfpr those who have not been trained and who do not have a
act. So, | commend the introduction of a compulsory trainingcopy of the original act and who do not go through the
and development policy. | note that training and developmergcissors and paste job of making it all fit together, it would
itself is not compulsory—I do not know how you could make not be all that simple to figure out what is being done by the
it compulsory; one can only offer carrots (not sticks) tobill and to reach some sort of consensus even within a single
councillors to volunteer—but there is one provision aboutouncil. | suspect that they simply have not had time to put
which | am not very happy, and that is that you have tatheir minds to doing this job.
purchase a copy of the policy. | would have thought that, of 1 do not think that it should necessarily be the thought that
all things, that should be made available free of charge. | dthe lack of response from a large number of councils
not see why the bill spells out that you have to pay a fee tmecessarily means that they are happy with it. At most, | think
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it means that possibly they are not unhappy with it, but lyour primary responsibility at that time of the year is looking
certainly will continue to discuss a lot of these issues withafter the bread and butter for the family for the next 12
local council because I think, as the member for Colton saidnonths through harvest? Whilst | know there was a diver-
it probably is an ongoing process. There are a number ajence of opinion on this, it did not have to go as far as
issues that we may need to address over a period. | think thitovember. | find interesting the debate about budgets in May
local government is an extremely valuable resource for thbecause, if you look at the state situation, not one has brought
whole community. They do a terrific job; they do it as up the fact that, now that we have fixed four-year terms in
volunteers. They have a tough job because | know that, evestate elections for March, a new government will have to go
time the rates come out, they have the problem of everyoniarough a whole budgetary process soon after getting elected,
screaming about increasing rates but, at the same timahen the government at that stage would be into the second
everyone wants better services—and more and more servicpart of its bilateral discussions and deliberations with each
are being pushed on to local council. | have a great deal ahinister around the cabinet table.
time for local government. | hope that this does lead to an No-one in state parliament has raised that matter, yet there
improvement, but with those few comments | conclude myis debate around councils not being able to go to elections in
remarks. May and bring a budget through for 1 July the following
financial year. Having said that, | reinforce the fact that
Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): Like some other probably a good compromise would be around August or
members in this house | place on the public record that | argeptember. Even in the higher rainfall areas like Mount
enjoying my stay in Mount Gambier again, having comeGambier and the South East you do not have to go to a
down here several times when in government for openings gfolling booth, so in the comfort of your own lounge chair by
things in my own portfolio, such as the police station, thethe fire at night you would have a good chance to consider
ambulance upgrade, the fire station building and the new firhose candidates. A more sensible time would be August or
truck. It is good to be here again today. We have som&eptember. As | said before, the LGA is going through some
interesting bills with respect to the Local Governmentdetailed reviews. | commend it for that, because it does not
Association’s overarching responsibility to our councils.rush into things in a knee-jerk way and then expect ad hoc
Tomorrow | look forward to debating the other bill, which | |egislation to be brought into the parliament. It is out there
think really should not be here to be debated at this point angonsulting in a number of different ways.
I will go into that tomorrow. With respect to some of the other issues that members of
I know that some members opposite are hopeful that wehe LGA raised and considered (and | want to put this on the
would have got through in record time, although why | ampublic record), it is important that, when deliberating on
not sure because local government is an important tier diolding elections for councils in November, they indicated
government and many times even my own family membershat one of the things they were concerned about was the
one of whom is a mayor, argue that local government is mosinpact of major events such as sporting finals at the local
in touch with the community. Whilst we work hard to keep community level and mass media and the spring racing
in touch with our community, itis true that councils are verycarnival. They indicated concerns about obtaining media
much at the grassroots of government and due consideratiogxposure in the days leading up to the Melbourne Cup for
process, debate and deliberation should be fundamentgiem to be able to put forward initiatives and to get out and
whenever we are dealing with local government legislationcampaign. | find that an interesting analysis by the Local
Turning to the clauses relevant to the timing of localGovernment Association. As we head towards the state
government elections, it would have been possible to havelection in March next year, it is interesting, after not seeing
simply brought in a bill to address the next local government lot in the way of major events and sporting fixtures, that we
elections, to take them away from the 18 March 2006 stateiill have plenty of those things to interfere with our election
election and then roll all of this in once the Local Govern-campaign. If the government is determined for councils to
ment Association has had time to work through reviews it hasiave their elections in November, | guess the councils will
implemented and are in process at the moment. | will talkhave to work around that, the same as we will. But they
more about the reasons why we are debating these bills nogertainly will not be getting the May Adelaide Cup race
rather than waiting for the Local Government Association tomeeting shifted to jam that into their elections as we are.
do some detailed work and analysis and | will raise that As | said, harvest time and the rural and regional commu-
tomorrow when we get on to that legislation. nities should be considered more. They are the backbone—
One of the issues that concerns me in going to Novemthe engine room—of this state and it is time that the parlia-
ber—and my family are farmers—is that November is not airment and, in particular, the government, recognised that.
easy time for people in rural areas. You are right on the bacWhen we were rebuilding this state after the State Bank
end of hay and silage and fodder conservation and then yailebacle, where we had $10 billion worth of core debt and
are slipping into grain harvest. | know that the last thing yourun-down infrastructure and we took over an unemployment
do when you are exhausted at night, working well into therate of 12.6 per cent, when the current Premier was minister
night for weeks, is sit down and assess candidates and dor employment, it was pretty tough going, to say the least.
postal votes. | believe November is the wrong time if we ardt was rural and regional South Australia that reinvigorated
to be truly democratic and allow all sectors of the Souththe economy. It did not start in the city; it came into the city
Australian community due process and opportunity toafterwards and manufacturing expanded then. But the spend
consider the candidates. and the commitment to investment and development was
Not only do we need to consider the candidates put up itarted by rural and regional South Australia, which includes
you are voting, but if you are a candidate yourself and havéhe South-East and Mount Gamier. Sometimes | do not think
a genuine commitment and passion to serve your communityat some of the city members realise that. If you have a
as a voluntary councillor, how are you able to get out in thahealthy rural and regional economy, you have a strong
community and sell your message to that community wheeconomy in the city and, therefore, your state hums along, as
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we have seen for the last seven or eight years. The relevanpeofitability to give to their community. At the moment they

of that, again, is just to highlight the fact that we should bedo that knowing that it is 36 months for which they make that
considering giving every rural voter an equal chance to beommitment. Extending that by 12 months to four years may
able to vote and to put forward due consideration. well be the straw that breaks the camel’s back in consider-

I want to talk for a moment about mayors (or chairmen oration by that person of whether they go into local govern-
chairpersons, depending on what they opt to call themselves)ent. What may happen is that some people go in on single
being elected at large, which currently is a decision of theiissues. | see this now and again in local government anyway.
own council. | have watched this in my own area, and | feel fear that we may end up with more councillors going in on
comfortable with the current situation where there is arsingle issues over a four-year term than business minded and
opportunity for some councils to make a decision aboutommunity minded people. | seek leave to continue my
electing a chairperson or a mayor from the elected councilloremarks.
as against the other alternative, where the mayor goes out Leave granted; debate adjourned.
separately from the councillors and campaigns to become the
mayor. | think it sits pretty comfortably the way it is at the SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE STATUTES
moment. AMENDMENT (PARLIAMENT FINANCE AND

However, colleagues need to remember that a lot of this SERVICES) BILL
debate is around Port Adelaide Enfield. | see Port Adelaide
Enfield as an absolutely outrageous situation and, in my The Hon. R.J. McCEWEN (Minister for Agriculture,
opinion, we should not in any way be considering anything=0od and Fisheries):l move:
to assist those people with their actions. Effectively, they are That the time for bringing up the report of the select committee
trying to prevent a very good and committed and bona fidée extended to Thursday 23 June.
mayor who is currently in office from having an opportunity ~ Motion carried.
to be re-elected. | find it interesting, because the previous
mayor of Port Adelaide Enfield, who was obviously a very ADJOURNMENT DEBATE
close Labor associate, was also shafted by the City Manager,
in particular, | understand—and I think the public needs to  The Hon. R.J. MCEWEN (Minister for Agriculture,
know that that person has a contract as the CEO for whole d¢food and Fisheries):I move:
their working life. That is the only one that | am aware of in  That the house do now adjourn.
the state, and | think it is time that a few things were looked
at regarding its management and administration. REGIONAL CITIES, TRANSPORT NEEDS

Effectively, what | see is that some people can put an
effort into ensuring that one political colour can be all ofthe  The Hon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): | have much pleasure
councillors in that council but, if another political colour in speaking on the adjournment motion. In doing so, | want
becomes the mayor, then initiatives are put in place to ensui@ thank the people of Mount Gambier for giving us such a
that that does not happen in the future. It is downrighgreat welcome, and what a pleasant city it is to visit. My
outrageous; it is a disgrace; it is disgusting, and it would bérevious visits here have been interesting.
good if the media actually had a close look at what is going  Ms Breuer: You didn’t want to come! You voted against
on down in that council area. | am not going to supportit.
anything that gives them an opportunity to move initiatives The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Stuart has the
that will support their own situation. call. He needs to speak to the microphone.

Therefore, | believe that, if they already have a situation The Hon. G.M. GUNN: | am normally shy and retiring,
where the mayors are being voted for by their ratepayerbut on this occasion | will try to speak a little more loudly
specifically for the role of mayor, that is the way it should than normal. On my previous occasions down here, in the
stay. Where councils have a situation currently where theompany of the local member, | was involved in looking at
mayor and/or chairperson is elected by the elected councithe forests when | was chairing the Economic and Finance
lors, then that is the way it should stay. It has worked wellCommittee, and that was the most worthwhile and productive
that way so far and I think we should be ensuring that it staygnterprise. | enjoyed that. On later occasions, the honourable
that way. The term of office is interesting. | think a grave member for Wright and |, among others, were involved in a
mistake is being made in the parliament if we support fourselect committee looking at water. | do not know whether that
year terms for councillors. Councillors are volunteers, and was quite as productive, but it was certainly time-consuming
admire and respect them and | am out with them regularlyand we had a lot of meetings with a lot of withesses, and | am

As the shadow minister said, we get paid for what we donot sure they have solved the problem. However, it is no
and so does the federal government. Except for the traditioninger my problem.
reimbursement of expenses—and one would argue that they Ms Rankine: We did a good job.
never even get reimbursed for all their personal expenditure, The Hon. G.M. GUNN: As a humble country member,
and | will touch on that when we get to the next stage of thd was pleased to have the assistance of the honourable
bill—the fact is that these people have to be remembered asember. Tonight | want to briefly talk about the effects of the
volunteers. They do this over and above their normal workgovernment's inaction in relation to supporting regional cities
Their wives, husbands and children go without a lot to allowwith their transport needs. | have had a deputation from the
the husband, wife or parent to be a councillor, and | think thabus operators at Port Augusta come to see me in my elector-
a three-year term is plenty for them. Quite frankly, | amate office. They pointed out to me that if the city council does
concerned that we may lose expertise in the local governmenbt continue to pay the $90 000 subsidy, there is a possibility
area if we are to go for four-year terms. that the bus service might cease. On Wednesday 13 Al

Quite a few people in local government are businesgranscontinental newspaper stated that the future of the Port
people who make a huge commitment and often sacrificAugusta bus service looks uncertain as Port Augusta City
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Council threatens to stop its annual $90 000 contributiomow got a AAA rating. We fixed the finances. We did not
towards regional transport services. The Regional Citiesnake the popular decision: we made the right decision. That
Association of South Australia has recommended that thevould now enable this government to fund bus services in
10 associate members, including Port Augusta councikegional areas and do other things it ought to do.

endorse three resolutions set out at its meeting, which include | am one of those who believes that we should he|p peop|e
recommending councils not contribute towards regionajn jsolated areas with bus services and air services. Itis hard
transport services. It annually costs the council $90 000. Thenough for people in Leigh Creek, Marree and Oodnadatta,
Port Augusta City Manager said: or Ceduna, Wudinna or Coober Pedy to get to Adelaide. The
A significant cost to the council has been an issue for some tim&iberal party sealed airstrips out there; we ought to be
especially when you consider that metropolitan councils pay nothingroviding some money to help those services so that they

and enjoy a far better service. We are fairly strong on this. Th ; ; .
provision of transport services is not a local government responsibili- ave fast, reliable aeroplanes. Money is not the reason: the

ty: it is a state government responsibility. government has to have the will.

The article went on to congratulate Mr Fullarton who has,__ " conclusion, I again want to bring the attention of the
been running the service for 30 years in Port Augusta. |{10use to the problem my constituents are having with these

reports that the Provincial Cities Association chief executivel!ly corellas—millions of them. | could say ‘galahs’ but |
lan McSporran, said that, for the 1.1 million people in Might get into trouble under the standing orders. We have

Adelaide, the cost to the taxpayer is $160 million and it rungnillions of corellas ripping up the tennis courts and the ovals,
at a loss. However, the Provincial Cities Association saySNOPPing the TV antenna boosters off, and wrecking the gum

about 120 000 people are now only asking for aboufrees. One of the great features in all South Australia—
$1 million. Ms Breuer: You and Gunn are the biggest galahs. Getrid

If one makes the comparison, | think we all agree that i©f them.
is the responsibility of the state government to fund a The Hon. G.M. GUNN: The honourable member knows
transport system. No-one seriously questions the need fail about galahs.
metropolitan Adelaide to have adequate, effective and Ms Breuer: | know; | have been looking at you for years.
modern transport systems. However, it is also fair apd The SPEAKER: Order!
reasonable that these regional cities have an effective, The Hon. G.M. GUNN: | know that the honourable
reasonable and good local bus service. One of the problems o : . -

mber was running around the district saying to people that

. d X o e
in my electorate is that the bus services are declining. The! ) . i
Stateliner service to Leigh Creek no longer exists nor doe he was going to get the minister there; | know she has been

the service to Arkaroola. It is a real problem for people in eliing people at Quorn. The Labor party did not even

those outlying areas. It is a first step towards the governmeﬁ?al'se_ )
supporting these people because the government cannot sayMS BREUER: On a point of order, Mr Speaker, | have
it has a lack of resources. no idea where that comment came from but it is certainly not
| have taken the trouble since this debate has been takirff'e:
place to have a look at how much money has been flowing The SPEAKER: There is no point of order.
into the coffers of the state government from the GST The Hon. G.M. GUNN: When the Premier was approach-
revenue. Notwithstanding that the Labor Party opposed itd by the mayor while he was up at Parachilna a week or so
across the length and breadth of Australia, it now has its bankgo it was made clear to him, the minister and the director of
balances awash with money. After 2005, it has been estimathe Department for Environment and Heritage that something
ed that South Australia will have received $1 152 million inneeded to be done. It is not an option to do nothing: some
GST revenue—far beyond what was anticipated. Yet, th@ositive decisions have to be taken. One person suggested we
government quibbles about getting rid of some of these nasthould stun them and then hit them on the head with a club.
little taxes which state governments inflict on people evermhat would be good, wouldn't it? Get the Mayor of Port
though the premiers of the day all signed off. They cannot sakincoln: he is the one for that. That is not an option, and | am
that they do not have the revenue. Now it comes down ttappy to tell the minister what the option is: get some poison
whether they have the will or the gumption, because we sawand do the job properly.
a bit of a demonstration at lunch time when people seemed
to be annoyed about it. | think that when these bus services REGIONAL SITTING
stop in Whyalla (and we have not heard from the member for
Whyalla), if they stop in Port Pirie, Port Augusta and Murray ~ Mr SNELLING (Playford): We have heard from the
Bridge, | think we are going to see these demonstrationfather of the house and | am not a baby but | am the baby of
repeated. All these people want is a fair go; all they want ishe house. | would also like to follow up the comments of the
afair cut of the cake. They do not want anything extra. If youmember for Stuart and the thanks he offered to the people of
can spend $160 million to subsidise Adelaide, we waniMount Gambier and the region for hosting us here. | think
$1 million in rural South Australia. that the facilities at the Sir Robert Helpmann Theatre are
Mr Koutsantonis: Why didn’t you do it? excellent. Having occupied the building known as Parliament
The Hon. G.M. GUNN: In his usual way the member for House on North Terrace since the 1880s, and now, for the
West Torrens—I think they call him ‘Tactician Tom’—leads first time, moving the parliament to another location, is an
with his chin. He asks, ‘Why didn’t we do it?’ Have you ever enormous logistical exercise. | also pay tribute to the staff of
heard of the State Bank; have you ever heard of SGIC? Thiae parliament who are so helpful to members; and to the
people of Mount Gambier have heard of Scrimber; that wasiansard staff who do extraordinary work trying to turn our
a great initiative of the Bannon Labor government that wouldsometimes rather mangled remarks into something that makes
have provided 60 bus services across the state. We could hasense. They do an enormous amount of work, and | would
subsidised all rural services for years. This government hdge to pay tribute to them.
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The Hon. I.P. LEWIS: Point of order, Mr Speaker: | speech and, of course, he quoted the famous words of
have been waiting for three minutes for the clock to stariAttaturk, when he spoke about the Australian men who gave
winding down. There is still ten minutes on it. their lives on the beaches of Gallipoli. Having given his

The SPEAKER: The clerks are aware of the problem; speech, there was then a response from a young woman, who
they are using their technical expertise, which is not proverivas involved with the scout movement and who attended
to see if they can fix the problem. We are timing it with the Mount Carmel College. She wore her grandfather's medals
egg timer, and all sorts of gadgets here. The member fdhe had served in the Second World War), and she also spoke
Playford has six minutes left, | think. very well. What deeply moved me was the young people

Mr SNELLING: 1 would also like to thank the staff of nvolved in the vigil, who were honouring the war dead by

the Sir Robert Helpmann Theatre who have been extremefjf2nding as a guard of honour at the War Memorial right
courteous, and have worked extraordinarily hard over thdrough until the early hours of the morning, particularly
weeks leading up to today in preparing this marvellous venu&10S€ young people from various community groups.

for us. | want to return to the people of Mount Gambier, and Mr Brindal |nterljectllng: C

I have scheduled some visits while | am here to move arouncbnMr SNELLING: With his interjections, the member for

and | thank the member for Mount Gambier’s office for its UN€Y seems to trivialise this excellent event. | must say that
assistance in doing that. | do not agree with him. Those young people should be

| want to talk about the manv community and Service(:ongratulated for their initiative in participating in the Anzac
y Y an Youth Vigil. | am told that the Minister for Youth also

organisations which operate in the electorate of Moung _~_. e,
Gambier. The member for Wright informs me that South 0 s_lg_ned 400 certificates for those Anzac Day youth
gartlmpants.

Australia has the highest rate of volunteering anywhere in th Members interjecting:
nation—38 per cent—which is approximately 420 000 people Mr SNELLING: I think that those members opposite

who offer their time freely to our community doing any ; )
who did not want to come down here have disgraced
number of tasks—the SES and CFS, Meals on Wheels, emselves in their not wanting to come. There were no

whole range of service and community clubs and 9rOUPSyembers opposite present at the Anzac Day Youth Vigil.
Rotary and Lions—assisting their fellow man and woman. In An honourable member: | was there

rural areas that figure goes up to 42 per cent of the population Mr SNELLING: | apologise to the member: | did not see

gc\{[(i)\l\i{c?eds in community work and these sorts of excellenthim there. | am amazed at hearing that members opposite are

. . . really not interested in one of the most significant youth

That brings me to last Sunday evening, 24 April, when layents of the year. Nonetheless, it was my honour to repre-
had the honour of representing the Premier at the Youth Vigibent the Premier at this excellent event. | understand that they
at the War Memorial on North Terrace. It was a very moViNGhappen all over the state, and | congratulate all those
event. | think I have previously spoken in the house about thg,olved.

increasing number of young people who are drawn to Anzac

Day activities, both the dawn services and the Anzac Day ADJOURNMENT

marches, and that is a very good thing. The Youth Vigil was

addressed by a colonel from the Turkish Army (I am sorry, At 7.49 p.m. the house adjourned until Wednesday 4 May
but | do not have know his name). He made an excellerat 2 p.m.



