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or maintain them to a certain standard, or improve them,
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY because one of the other conditions of the leases that they
hold is that the minister can, at any time, with as little as three
Thursday 5May 2005 months notice, conclude the lease, and thereby resume the
. land. Under another term of the lease, if the minister does
10 -I;;ge SPEAEER C({Hon. R.B. Such) took the chair at that, the shack owner has to remove the shack at his own cost.
>0 a.m. andread prayers. So, obviously shack owners are very reticent to spend good
money improving their shack, and bringing it up to a
GLENELG RIVER SHACKS standard, when the minister can, at the stroke of a pen, with
Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop): | move: a nr:]g\:gdthree months notice, demand that the shack be
Of course, the problem with the minister having that
. o o power, yet expecting the council to administer the standard
The Glenelg River runs principally in Victoria, but a couple o the shacks, makes it very difficult. The council only has
of small parts of it come across the border into South,if the power that it needs to do the job properly, and has its
Australia. There are some 74 shacks built along the edge ¢fyns tied. The council has recognised this, and has suggest-
the river this side of the South Australian Victorian border.qq tg the minister that it takes over the complete management
The shacks were constructed as early as the 1950s. There gfgne shack sites and the leases and handle it in a different
46 at Donovans, 17 at Reed Bed and 11 at Dry Creek. Untl} 5y and the council believes that that would lead to a win
1978, they were managed by the District Council of Portyin for everybody. Unfortunately, the minister fails to agree
MacDonnell, which was one of the two councils in the it the council and cites a study which signifies that there
regional district that amalgamated to form the now Grante 3 number of risks associated with the shacks and
District Council. , ___therefore, the government is against the council’s wishes.
In 1989, the state government considered issuing life ynfortunately, when you read through the document that
tenure leases on those shack sites, and that progressivelypains the risks, they are the sorts of things that you could
happened over the ensuring year or two. The shack ownegg,ggest would be a risk on any freehold title, in any home,
now hold a life tenure. This has caused some consternatiofhywhere in the state. Not all of them—some talk about
to both_the sha(_:k owners and the Grant District Council. 'people falling over cliffs but | do not know what that has to
would like to bring to the attention of the house why thatqo with the shacks. It talks about people falling from piers,
consternation arises and point out that, in the short to mefj'u'jﬁtties, landings, boat ramps and light structures. | do not
term, the current mapagement a.rrangements will, | believggnow why the shacks enlarge that risk, in fact, the risk is
lead only to the continuing deterlor_anon of those shacks aghere, and the minister is quite happy to wear that risk in the
land holders are not encouraged to improve or even maintaighort to medium term for the life tenure of these shacks. It

re
That this House notes the concerns of the Glenelg River shack
owners.

themto a hlgh stlan(.:iard. talks about rock falls and earthquake risk, and | do not know
Members interjecting: why on earth earthquake risk would be any greater risk to the
The SPEAKER: Order, the member for Mount Gambier shack sites there, than to any other property or freehold title

and the Minister for Administrative Services! anywhere else in the state. Trees and branches falling is a risk

Mr WILLIAMS: There is no incentive for the shack that obviously the minister is very concerned about. | would
owners to maintain their shacks at a high standard. Not onlguggest that it is not very hard to completely do away with
are the shack owners subject to merely a life tenure but thaysks like that.
really have no understanding of how long that might be. No  The study talks about fires and, as we well know in this
shack owner is going to go out and invest substantial amoungggion, that is always a risk. One of the big risks which |
of money upgrading and improving their shack, not just forhelieve should be of concern to any government is the water
their own use but to improve the general environment alongupply and effluent management, and one thing that the
the Glenelg River for the benefit of other users of the rivercouncil is struggling with is getting the shack owners to put
I suspect that very few members of this house have been theifga decent effluent system, both for sewerage and grey water.
and experienced it. The council believes that if it were able to manage the site

MrsHall: | have. there, it would be able to negotiate a much better outcome for

Mr WILLIAMS: Some of my colleagues have, and | the management of effluent. Unlike my colleague, the
know that some members of the government have. Certainlynember for Stuart, who says that they should be given
the local member would know this issue very well. Thefreehold titles, | am not taking that full step and calling for
Minister for Transport and Infrastructure was telling me thethat to happen, although the previous Liberal government
other day that he had been down there, and he said that it wgave freehold title to a number of shacks in a number of sites
a well kept secret. If these shacks are maintained at a veground the state. It did that by establishing a set of criteria for
high level it will improve the amenity for all people who go shack owners to meet, and if they met the criteria we offered
down there, and there are large numbers of people from botheehold.

Victoria and South Australia who holiday in that area and use The local council believes 10 years down the track from
the Glenelg River for recreation. The problem is that a lot ofwhen this was previously looked at that, possibly, those
the shacks are, in fact, literally perched over the river. Theriteria can be met now. The opposition still has the same
owners have no understanding or appreciation of when thgolicy that it always had. If the shack meets the criteria for
life tenure might expire, and therein lies part of the problemfreehold, the opposition would be more than happy to see that

One of the other problems is that their tenure also subjectshack freehold.
them to maintain their shacks to the satisfaction of the local TheHon. J.D. Hill: You speak with forked tongue.
council, the Grant council. The council has great difficultyin ~ Mr WILLIAMS: Thank you, minister. | do not expect the
enforcing shack owners to bring their shacks up to standargovernment to make many changes, but | would certainly like
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the shack owners to be given a more substantial tenure thadlords we hear today, of course, from the member for
they have at the moment. | believe that, if they were giverMacKillop. In September 1989, the Liberal Party circulated
some sort of transferable tenure, we would see muchn open letter to shack holders, which stated:
improvement. Unfortunately, some of the suggestions that The policy is principally directed to freeholding shacks currently
have been coming from the government will give them aeferred to as life tenure and non-acceptable sites. The Liberal Party

fixed tenure of perhaps 10 years. | see no advantage in th&elieves that with appropriate building and effluent disposal criteria

; ; in‘place many of the frustrations you have encountered over the past
other than it would shift the pl_roblem 10 years out. TheJto to 15 years can be resolved,
government would be very confident that most governmen

members—and probably, more particularly, the governmenthe Liberal Party won government in 1992, and obviously
itself—would not have to worry about it, because it would beth€re was an expectation that the policy would be honoured,

someone else’s problem. I would argue that that would be afind it was not. Su,rprise, surprise!
act of cowardice. | think we should take a much more Mr Scalzi: You're looking more like a Labor member

proactive stand than that. The shacks and the boat sheds 8Yf"Y day.

the other side of the river—on the Victorian side— The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Hartley has been
The Hon. R.J. McEwen interjecting: cautioned.
Mr WILLIAMS: | am sorry—on the Victorian part of the ~ TheHon. R.J. MCEWEN: And the anger grew.

river; the other side. Mr Koutsantonis interjecting:
The Hon. R.J. McEwen interjecting: The SPEAKER: Order! The member for West Torrens

Mr WILLIAMS: Sorry; they are boat sheds. The memberis cautioned as well.
for Mount Gambier corrects me. | accept that there are no  TheHon. R.J. McEWEN: | was not aware of all this
shacks on the Victorian side: they are boat sheds. | would pistory until soon after being elected in 1997. | was approach-
absolutely amazed if people actually ever sleep in those bo&#l by a number of Glenelg River shack owners, who asked
sheds, but they do have a transferable tenure. | think it is a bfthat was going on. | was told by the Liberal government to
strange that on one side of the border we have this life tenupait for the New Shacks (Land Division and Upgrading) Plan
and shacks deteriorating, and on the other side of the bord&mendment Report to be released by minister Laidlaw. In
we have a transferable tenure and the owners therein havifidgy 1998, | was provided with a copy of this report, but
amuch greater incentive to spend a bit of money to maintaifhere was no mention of the Glenelg River shacks. When |
them to a high level. However, | do not expect this Laborasked why, | was told that there would be a need for further
government to go down that track. Of course, this Labofine tuning, and this would need to be done by local councils,
government is no different from any other Labor governmentusing the local PAR process.
it does not really like people owning things. The government  Grant council took up the challenge and started lobbying
does not really like people creating wealth. The only thing thdor freeholding. | fully supported Grant council and I fully
government likes about the creation of wealth is that it is venpupported that lobbying. While this was going on, Graham
good at taxing it, and we have seen that with the recent lanbflilano, a constituent of the member for MacKillop at
tax debate. Millicent, advised me that he inherited his uncle’s shack on

| wanted to bring to the attention of the house the matterghe Glenelg River and asked if | could help, because he was
that are concerning the shack owners and the Grant councflot allowed to take ownership of the shack. My pleas fell on
which has a very serious concern. | sincerely hope that thdeaf ears. The Hon. Dorothy Kotz was the minister and she
government can look at this matter and come up with a betta¥as not budging. All the John Olsen promises were well

solution than the ones that have been offered at this stagegone. The policy was clear she said. She said that the estate
of Mr Milano’s uncle would have to pull down the shack and

TheHon. R.J. MCEWEN (Minister for Agriculture, rehabilitate the site. Under current policy, she said, when the
Food and Fisheries): | am delighted that the member for last serving lessee dies, the approvements are to remove from
MackKillop put this matter on thilotice Paper for debate this  the site and the lease annulled. The site cannot be inhabited
morning. | am delighted to hear that he has become a latt@r transferred to any party other than the spouse of the

day apostle for the benefit of the shack owners. existing lessee or lessee already holding an interest.
Ms Chapman interjecting: Ms Chapman interjecting:
TheHon. R.J. MCEWEN: If | were you, | would wait, The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Bragg is out of

because this is going to be embarrassing for the member forder.
Bragg. One thing we did for all visitors to Mount Gambier  The Hon. R.J. McEWEN: In other words, they say one
was to provide them with a lovely coloured brochure. On thathing in opposition and do another when in government. |
brochure, you will see a startling photograph of the Glenelg@ppealed to minister Kotz on 15 September 1999 asking that
River, which is South Australia’s second biggest river but, Ishe review the policy, and | attached 143 signatures from
might add, which is also South Australia’s shortest river. Orshack owners in support of my plea. She advised of the
that brochure, you will see some shacks. | think the shack§994 review. The one promise by John Olsen, which sadly
add charm and character to the river, and they should be lefteclined the shacks on the river at Donovan—the reed beds
there. and dry creeks—made them unacceptable for freeholding for
However, | need to put on the record the sad saga ithe following reasons. Except for three acceptable sites
relation to this matter. | want to go back to the then leader oidentified by the member for MacKillop, and in the
the opposition, Mr Olsen, who used a Boat Industryl994 review, the balance of the lease sites is subject to or in
Association luncheon in December 1988 to reveal a new deadlanger of the effects of seasonal flooding. Current arrange-
for shack owners, according to William ReschkeTihe  ments to dispose of effluent and wastewater inadequately
Advertiser. The article states: address long-term health and environment concerns, and there
Mr Olsen is reported as Saying that ‘Over the past few yearsils I|m|ted ab|l|ty to create a pub|IC Waterfront reserve because
shack policy has been an area of frustration and disillusionment—of topography and the area that also impacts—
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The Hon. |.P. Lewis interjecting: but I persisted. Minister Hill would not budge on freeholding
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Hammond is out title either so | advised him | would change tack, and argued
of order. for acommon agreed vacation date somewhere in the future
TheHon. R.J. MCEWEN: | am just quoting, the member and transferability in the meantime. This would at least
for— encourage owners to upgrade their shacks. | wrote to all
Mr Williams interjecting: shack holders putting this proposition to them back in
The SPEAKER: Order, the member for MacKillop! February, and asking how they felt about this. Many felt it
TheHon. R.J. MCEWEN: Wait. was second-best, as do the council and myself, but it is at
Mr Hamilton-Smith interjecting: least better than the present situation. Minister Hill has not

The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Waite. Someone yet agreed to this but | will keep at it.
will be warned in a minute and then named, if they are not  Now that the Liberals are in opposition again it seems that
careful. The minister has the call. _ they are back to their old tricks, promising to reconsider the

TheHon. R.J. MCEWEN: —on the formation of legal policy. Minister Evans was very clear but shadow minister
vehicular access on the leeward side of significant numbetsyans is not so clear. At least he is reportediie Border
Of ShaCkS and boat ShedS In Other WOI’dS, there W|” be nv\btch Of 17 March 2005 as g|v|ng Mayor Pegler an undertak_
freeholding, and life tenure will be enforced. Sorry, Mring that he would reverse his party’s longstanding policy
Milano. The minister has changed. Minister Kotz steppethpposing freehold shacks on the Glenelg River. | wrote to
aside for Mr Evans and, as hope springs eternal, | wrote to theim on 17 March and | now have a reply—Ilo and behold it
new minister in August 2000. The 29 September reply wagays the same thing. The mayor argued that if technology had
predictable. Life tenure policy does not envisage tenur@hanged that meant shacks could now meet the guidelines
longer than the life over sites on the Glenelg River. There arghen they should be freehold. The Liberal Party agrees to this
several reasons a better tenure would not be granted in thigsition. That is fundamentally flawed, of course, because the
location including, again, the disposal of septic and wastereason minister Evans gave on two occasions as to why they
water, which is a significant issue, and construction ofould not freehold it was not a technical reason: it was a legal
shacks, and this is the interesting one. The construction ¢kason—you cannot freehold titles over water. | will persist
shacks over water is environmentally unacceptable. The issy@ith plan B and will continue to work with the shack holders
of freeholding title over water on the Glenelg River is notiq find another solution.
acceptable. | repeat that: the issue of freehold title over water

on the Glenelg River is not acceptable—obviously, a legal TheHon. |.F. EVANS (Davenport): | will not hold the
barrier not a technical one. Alienation of sites from the crown, g ;se long because | know that there are 16 or 17 private
estate to promote development that may not— members’ matters that members wish to debate, given that we
Mr Scalzi interjecting: are in Mount Gambier. The member for Mount Gambier has
The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for Hartley. ot | think, fully informed those who might be listening to
TheHon. R.J.MCEWEN: —be in sympathy with the g gebate. If there is a legal reason why, the government
area and (e) many of the sites do not have practical acces§yues, that the shacks cannot be freehold—

They are all valid points. Of course, a significant point is that ] S . .
one of them is a legal barrier, not a technical barrier. That TheHon. R.J. McEwen: You said itin writing twice.

will be significant when | come back to further correspond-  TheHon. I.F.EVANS: That is right, | did say it in
ence from— writing twice. But if the member for Mount Gambier wishes

Ms Chapman interjecting: to change the law—which the parliament does every day of
The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for Bragg. the week—then the member for Mount Gambier, as a
TheHon. R.J. MCEWEN: —the now member for Mmember of the cabinet, can change the law to allow that if he
Davenport in a minute. The transfer of existing life tenureWishes. He can propose that any day he wants.
leases would defeat the purpose of the strategy for reducing For the sake of the debate | will go back and just add to
the number of leases over time, minister Evans said. Mthe history. The Liberal Party gave a commitment that the
Evans would not budge either, so | wrote to premier Olsen irshacks would be freehold if they met certain conditions and,
August 2000 to ask why he and his ministers were stilto my memory, no-one in this chamber has ever argued that
refusing to honour the 1993 election promise to revers¢here should be unconditional freehold. So a committee was
Labor’s policy. The premier’s reply on 21 September 200Xformed to look at what conditions would be applied to the
repeated the points made by— freeholding process, and those conditions were agreed to by
Mr BRINDAL: On a point of order. The motion moved the government of the day. Obviously, they would need
by the member for MacKillop is a contemporaneous motionaccess for emergency services so that fire and ambulance
and | know you will tell me that the minister is entitled to could attend in times of emergency. You would expect shacks
develop his argument, but we are seven minutes into a 1feing freehold would have sewerage and waste water disposal

minute— mechanisms that would meet the appropriate standards.
The SPEAKER: What is the point of order? Obviously, issuing of title would have to be available; you
Mr BRINDAL.: It is relevance, sir. A history lesson is cannot freehold it unless there is a title to be issued. So those

something— sort of criteria were set—and there is a list of them that |

The SPEAKER: No; | think the minister is within his could go through but for the purposes of keeping this debate
rights. Itis a general motion noting the concerns of the shackhort | will not. So, throughout the state there were literally
owners. thousands of shacks that were actually freehold as a result of

TheHon. R.J. MCEWEN: Mr Speaker, the government that process but it just so happens that there were about two
changed in March 2002 which meant there would be a newr three areas in the state where, for various reasons, the
minister for me to harass. Sadly, Labor has never given axisting shacks did not meet the guidelines for freeholding.
commitment to reverse the policy so | was on shaky groundThe Glenelg River happens to be one.
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I understand the concerns of the Glenelg River shack TheHon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Environment and
owners and | understand the comments made by the loc@lonservation): | would like to move an amendment at this
member, but | say this to the local member. When thestage, as follows:
member for Hammond became Speaker he set down a Series afer ‘owners’ insert ‘and notes that the former liberal govern-
of conditions under which he would support the Laborment consistently opposed the freeholding of these shacks.”
government—the compact of good government | think it was TheHon. |.E Evans John. are vou opposing free-
called. The local member also had the opportunity to strikz1 Iding? e ) ’ y PP 9
an agreement with the government and say, ‘l will come an olding: . ) .
be a minister in your government but there are conditions., TheHon.J.D. HILL: I am, indeed. I will explain why.
One of those conditions could have been the freeholding dPne should note the lack of consistency in the views of
the Glenelg River shacks, if the member wanted thefnembers opposite who consistently say one thing in govern-
freehold. So there were plenty of opportunities for him agnent and when in opposition they say something different.

local member to deliver on that promise if he wanted to dd Say to the people of Mount Gambier that they should not
that. believe in what they are saying today either. They would not

freehold these shacks if they were in government because
hey know it is bad policy to freehold the shacks. Let me go
rough the history. | am not sure exactly on what legal basis
e shacks were originally constructed on the river. | suspect
re was probably not a lot—it was 50 or so years ago and
ave not researched how and on what legal basis the

The local mayor, Mayor Paech, or one of the local mayor:
did come to see me with his local officer and he argued th
the technology had now changed in regard to waste dispo
and other issues, which meant that the shacks could meet t
freeholding guidelines. | argued that it was up to him or thg '

shack owners to prove that—that, if they meet the guideline% P P ;
' uildings were originally placed there, but | suspect that it
they should be freehold. The government wanted to chanq;gaS jugt local con\?entiomp ' P

the system so that freeholding title was available over .
y g Over time, | guess, the government accepted those

water—bring in the legislation and we will consider it on its : X .
merits. The reality is, as the local member says, that there onstructions and issued miscellaneous leases through the
no availability, as | understand it, of freehold title over water, frtohwn _It_a?ds ,?ct._tTgey "?‘rz Ie];atl_ses that a}llloxvzed octchupatu()jn
although | think someone has mentioned that strata title migtff' 1€ St€ for aimited period ot ime, usually .2 montns, an

y are renewable. In the mid to late 1970s, the then Dunstan

be available. The local mayor argued that marinas are issu e .
with title, so why not shack owners. That is the argument thagovernment initiated a po!lcy to remove all the shacks from
f ong our coast, whether it was a river or a beach front. The

-al
the local mayor has put to me. The government can get i h ! .
own legal adi//ice Thg minister has agcess to 200 Iaw;?ers %SIS of that policy was that that coastal land, that river land,

Crown Law to whom | as a member of the opposition do not OUI.d be in .the public domain. The government had that as
have access. Our position is quite simple: if they meet th& POlicy Position and, | understand, gave a time frame to

P ack holders to remove their shacks in the late 1980s, and
?oullc(rj:grr:glsa.as do all other shack owners, they should be ab e shack owners were given to 1999. That was the limit of

) . their tenure. | think they were given a 20-year tenure.

As a parliament we have to be consistent. In some cases In the late 1980s there was a lot of lobbying and the
owners have had their shacks demolished because that w, ernment of the day, which | think was the Bannon
the policy. Those people have been disadvantaged if we allogy, o \ment, decided to extend that tenure from 20 years and
freeholding under different criteria. The parliament has gon onvert it to life tenure. In other words, what was possibly
through alO-year process based on aset'ofcrllterla In relat'%ne just informally became a miscellaneous lease for
to shack freeholding and we need to keep in mind consisten thaps a year or so, then became a 20-year tenure, and then

of argument. Th‘? 'OC?" member suggests that we shpuld SCg@came a life tenure. There has been an extension of tenure
a date at some time in the future when all people will Ios%

their shacks. We can sav that they can have their shacks rovided to shackowners over the last 20 years or so. To say
: y Y o ere is no tenure, to say there has not been certainty, as some
let us say, a 30 or 40 year tenure instead of a lifetime tenurg

o> - . . ave been saying, is simply not true. They have had their
and it will be f_|n|shed then. Th_at will allow people to invest. .- \re extended rather than shrunk.
That conveniently gets the issue off the agenda of this The Hon. | P. Lewis interiecting:
parliament because we can delay the decision for 40 years, 'n€Hon. |.P. Lemisinterjecting:
which gets it well past the time the local member will stillbe ~ TheHon. J.D. HILL: Perhaps the member for Hammond

in politics, one would imagine. That is a convenient argumenyvould like to contribute when he has 10 minutes available to
for the local member to put. him rather than during my period of time.

| am sure the minister will have some concerns with that, Mr ScalZi interjecting:
because in 35 years this parliament, wherever it is sitting, will The SPEAKER: The member for Hartley has been
be debating the very same policy question of whether thos@arned. He is in very dangerous territory. He can inspect the
shacks should be freehold, because those people will th&hacks shortly, if he continues to misbehave.
have invested $80 000 to $120 000 over a period of years and TheHon. J.D. HILL: That was the status quo. Then the
will rightly say that the shacks have been in their families forgovernment changed, as the member for Mount Gambier said,
another generation or two, so why not freehold them. Theand the Liberal Party came to government on the platform of
government is simply delaying the matter when the parliafreeholding as many of the shack areas as it possibly could.
ment has for 10 years dealt consistently with this issue. It ig\s the member for Davenport and others have said, it went
about whether they should be freehold if they meet thehrough an analysis and determined that there were a few
guidelines. If the local community can prove throughareas where freeholding ought not to happen. That was via a
technology change and law change in relation to issuing ofommittee established in, | think, 1994. There were three
title that they now meet the guidelines, then ultimately theyareas—this particular area, Milang and Fisherman Bay—
should be freehold. where freeholding could not occur for a variety of reasons.
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Primarily, they were to do with effluent disposal and Others would want to keep the properties and pass them on
health and safety issues and, in the case of both Milang artd children and grandchildren, and they cannot do it because
Glenelg, as | understand it, particularly fire risk. That was theof the restrictions that are placed on the process.
decision that was made. Towards the last election | was asked Some say not to have freehold—and I think this might be
what was the Labor Party’s policy on the shack freeholdinghe council’s view, but | am not sure—just allow transfera-
and | said that our past policy was as explained by Dorbility. Well, transferability is the same as freehold in all but
Dunstan: that as a party generally we would be opposed taame so it would not achieve any improvement. | believe that
shack freeholding; however, we would honour all theultimately those shacks need to be removed. They create
commitments made by the former government. So, if peopléhreats. | walked along the back of a row of shacks and | was
had been promised that their land would be freehold, wevorried about what would have happened if there had been
would honour that. Over the three years during which | have fire and how people would have escaped in that very narrow
been minister, | have been honouring that and, in fact, | havepace if one of the end shacks had caught fire and people
allowed freeholding of hundreds of shack sites throughouivere trapped at the backs of the buildings. Also, there are
South Australia on the basis of the decisions that were madacredibly difficult technical issues in relation to getting rid
in 1994, and have implemented that policy without fear orof effluent. Pipes would have to be constructed way over the
favour. hill and some sort of STED system built: it would cost a lot

| said in relation to Glenelg, Milang and Fisherman Bayof money.
that we would stick to what was decided. But further to that, However, to get to the member for Mount Gambier’s
| sought a review from a consultant last year to get arpoint, he has lobbied me about looking at some other way. |
understanding of what the issues were with these shacks. Theth prepared to look at his suggestion to go back to fixed
consultant’s report, which has been referred to, basicallyenure, but how long that would be is open for discussion. In
highlighted the issues that had been raised previously: thaty view, it should be a relatively short period of time for the
there were effluent issues, health and safety issues, fire risksasons that the member for Davenport raised because it
particularly, and a whole range of other things. We havewvould create an expectation that this would go on forever. It
looked at this in an open and free way. It would not be goodvould have to be on the basis that the shacks could not be
policy to freehold these shacks. This is my view, although kold; there might be some ability to transfer within a family;
know it is not necessarily the view of the member for Mountand, thirdly, | think we would have to introduce legislation
Gambier, and | will get to the issues he has raised with mé make it absolutely plain that that was the end of the issue
since | have been minister and the undertaking that | havethen the tenure came up.
given him. The other issue is the precedent it establishes for other

But | do not believe it is good policy. Apart from anything shack areas—that what we were doing at Glenelg would also
else, the idea of freeholding above water is not a suitableave to be replicated in the other areas. There are consider-
policy position. On Tuesday of this week | had the pleasureable problems with freeholding or extending tenure in some
of looking at the shacks from the water. | travelled on aof these other areas. | have real concerns about all of this but
houseboat with a couple of local shackholders and enjoyeldam prepared to work with the local member to see if we can
the experience very much. | ate some very nice smokefind some resolution which satisfies both the good policy
salmon and some leg ham—and | am not suggesting thawpterest that both the Labor Party and the Liberal Party had
were trying to influence my decision making. and also the interests and concerns of the local people.

An honourable member interjecting:

TheHon. J.D. HILL: I did enjoy the food, but it did not MrsREDMOND (Heysen): Mr Speaker, bearing in mind
change my opinion. | did have the opportunity to look at theyour ruling of yesterday, | move to further amend the motion
shacks and talk to them so | do understand and support thy adding the words:
element of the member for MacKillop’s motion—thatis, | do  and further notes that the current government in its three years
appreciate the concern of the shack owners. They aiig office has failed to take any action to address those concerns.
passionate about it, they have a strong allegiance to that are@o not intend to speak to the motion. | think it is self-
and they have a long history, and | understand that feelingexplanatory and | do not have anything further to add to the

I did have a close look at the shacks and | was surpriseglery reasonable comments already put by my colleagues.
at the state of many of them. | make the observation, not in
any kind of mean-spirited way, that back in 1980 people were TheHon. |.P. LEWIS (Hammond): What a load of
given life tenure. | think many people at that time put theclaptrap | have heard here this morning. My position on these
youngest person in their family on the title so that thatproblems has been identical for the last 23 years—since 1982.
effectively gave them 40 to 60 years of tenure. The tenur®©f course you can freehold over water. We already have
was given on the basis that is now being argued for freeholffeehold power in this state over water at Streaky Bay,
tenure to be given—that is, if you give them a more substansoolwa, Meningie, North Haven in the metropolitan area and
tial tenure they will make improvements and fix up theon Hindmarsh Island. It is commonplace elsewhere in the
shacks. world, such as Brighton in the United Kingdom. In Indonesia,

I think the evidence has been that that has not happenedillions of people live over water in areas that are recognised
so | think the deal has not been honoured: the tenure wass belonging to their families. It is the same in New Guinea,
extended and the improvements were not made. The argwhere they have done so for centuries as well as in Malaysia,
ment that is now being put is that if you give us freehold weVanuatu, New Caledonia—
will make those improvements. | have to say that | am a bit Ms Chapman: What about Venice?
cynical about that. | suspect that some people who are getting TheHon. |.P. LEWIS: And Venice itself is built over
older would like to sell the property, and | am sure that ifwater. They are builtin New Zealand and Californiain more
those properties were sold they would bring in a very largehan one coastal place, and along the Sacramento River, in
sum of money. | can understand people wanting to do that.ong Island, New York, and in Cairns and Cairo. In Dubai,
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if they want to build over water on dry land they create
islands, and you can see them from the moon. If it is against
the law, then change the ruddy law; we do it every day. There
is no reason why we cannot do it in this instance.

I have said that the best way to resolve the problem of
people desiring to own property next to water where there is
the opportunity for them to enjoy title to that property, is to
introduce a form of strata title that would enable private and
personal occupation to the titleholder exclusive as to where \ r vENNING (Schubert): | move:

they live, and have property rights held in common where That this house condemns the government for its failure to

they jointly enjoy access to the commonly held land, and tQ,,q,ce a transport plan for regional South Australia and, in
rebuild in the same way as occurs along the coastline in thgarticular, its failure to—

Adriatic, and in many other places like Carmel in California.  (a) facilitate the standardisation of the South-East rail network;
There is no reason at all why it cannot become a showpiece, and ]
and enable those folk want to live there to do so, and enhance  (0) have adequate road infrastructure to accommodate the needs
and enrich their lives and the economy of the region in whicff" 1€ South-East timber industry.
that would occur. Do not tell me, minister—as | have said tol he South-East has enormous potential for regional develop-
previous ministers before you, of both political persuasions—ment, but it has been held back by the lack of infrastructure.
why you cannot do it. Just state how you will make it happenOne only needs to drive round the roads today to see whatis
and get on with it. happening down here, with all the traffic on the roads, which
The SPEAK ER: The member for Heysen's amendmentiS Very similar to what is happening in my electorate in the
in accordance with standing orders can be dealt with after th@arossa Valley. | am appalled by this government’s total
amendment from the minister. | think it is six of one and halfignorance and failure to produce a transport plan for regional
a dozen of the other. | will put the amendment moved by théSouth Australia, particularly in the South-East. Time and time
minister to add the following words, ‘and notes that the@gain, the government continues to ignore regional issues,
former Liberal government consistently opposed the fre@articularly when Independent members of parliament are
holding of these shacks. keeping the government in office.
Amendment carried. The Labor government's failure to produce a transport
The SPEAKER: | put the amendment moved by the plan continues to have a detrimental effect on South Aust-
member for Heysen which is, ‘and further notes that thealia’s regional areas, including the South-East, which is one
current government in its three years in office has failed t®f the state’s flourishing industry, business and tourism
take any action to address those concerns. regions. The South-East is isolated from the national rail
TheHon. R.J. MCEWEN: Point of order, Mr Speaker. network, with the last freight service operating on this line in
Is there an opportunity to actually speak to the amendment?995. There has been some debate in recent days about
The SPEAK ER: Only the mover of the motion had the whether rail is the best option, but the motion is as printed.
right to speak to it. If members do not want the currentl think the government ought to at least investigate the option

standing orders, then itis their prerogative to seek to chang&nd, if rail is not an option, the government needs to discount
them; | am just upholding them. it. People in this region believe that the creation of an

The house divided on the amendment: efficient rail link to Melbourne and Adelaide would have

PAIR(S) (cont.)
Scalzi, G. White, P. L.
Majority of 4 for the noes.
Amendment thus negatived.
Motion as amended carried.

REGIONAL TRANSPORT PLAN

AYES (19) helped to develop the South-East to its full potential, clearing
Brindal, M. K. Brokenshire, R. L. the way for rapid expansion in terms of infrastructure,
Brown, D. C. Chapman, V. A. tourism and industry.
Evans, I. F. Goldsworthy, R. M. South Australia in general would most certainly reap the
Gunn, G. M. Hall, J. L. rewards from the standardisation of this line, with the
Hamilton-Smith, M. L. J. Kerin, R. G. creation of a direct link to Adelaide and Melbourne. It is not
Kotz, D. C. Lewis, I. P. just freight but also tourism, as well as for the commuters. It
Matthew, W. A. McFetridge, D. is all very well while people can afford to drive their motor
Meier, E. J. Penfold, E. M. cars and while they have their driver’s licence, but what about

Redmond, I. M.(teller)  Venning, I. H.
Williams, M. R.

the aged people who live here? If they could catch the train
to Adelaide, as they could in the past, | am sure that would

NOES (23) be welcome. Itis true that the question whether it is still the
Atkinson, M. J. Bedford, F. E. best option needs to be asked. That decision needs to be
Breuer, L. R. Caica, P. made, and the $10 million allocated by the previous govern-
Ciccarello, V. Conlon, P. F. ment should be spent on this project and, if itis not, it should

Geraghty, R. K.
Hill, J. D. (teller)
Koutsantonis, T.

Hanna, K.
Key, S. W.

Lomax-Smith, J. D.

be spent on other road transport infrastructure in the South-
East.
| applaud the previous Liberal government’s commitment

Maywald, K. A. McEwen, R. J. to standardise the South-East rail network. It was the right
O'Brien, M. F. Rankine, J. M. decision at that time, particularly in relation to the line from
Rann, M. D. Rau, J. R. Wolseley to Mount Gambier, after the Melbourne to Adelaide
Snelling, J. J. Stevens, L. line was standardised in 1995. Whether that stands today is
Thompson, M. G. Weatherill, J. W. open to scrutiny, and it ought to be discussed. If it is not an
Wright, M. J. option, a decision should be made. | am saying that this is

PAIR(S)

Buckby, M. R. Foley, K. O.

still my preferred option, until it is proven otherwise. The
corridor is still there and, on the surface, it makes sense.
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Standardisation of this section of rail line is both a feasiblestill feels that way, | do not know. In this article, the manag-
and sensible move. It will open the doors for future developing director, Mr Adrian De Bruin, acknowledged the benefits
ment and economic growth for the South-East region. Théhat the upgrade of the rail network would have, particularly
previous Liberal government’s commitment to this projectin regard to reducing the strain on the roads and extending
was so strong that in 2001 it sought expressions of interesheir lifespan. The standardisation of this line would give
from potential service operators to be involved as jointindustry in the South-East a direct and very rapid access to
venturers. One of those was Freight Australia, and they camésia via Darwin and potentially will create attractive, new
and spoke to me personally. They were very keen to band significant other markets. The South-East Local Govern-
involved with this project and asked for an entree to the thement Association also agreed that there needs to be an
minister to speak about this issue. Whether that company igpgrade to the national rail network so that long haul freight
still interested, | do not know. is diverted from road to rail where it is feasible and economi-
They also established a fund into which receipts from theal. The cost of freight infrastructures, safety and environ-
sale of surplus country assets were paid, and $10 million wasental issues all point to the need to make rail a more
earmarked for the upgrade of this rail service and the land oattractive method of shifting freight over long routes, because
which itis situated. Their commonsense approach helped tttbat is the way to go. In doing so, we will not totally relieve
project gain momentum, as industry and the local communitjocal government’s responsibility to provide funding for road
began to realise the potential and positive spin-offs thisnfrastructure, but there would be a noticeable difference in
project could or might create. the quality of our roads. Long haul national and state roads
The forecasted benefits of standardisation of this vital linkwill reap the rewards.
included a reduction in transport costs for industry easing the The Labor government has failed to honour the commit-
amount of heavy traffic on the regional roads. That is the keynent of the previous Liberal government. It has since been
issue. With the railway, you can take all the traffic off the holding talks with the Victorian government, federal govern-
roads. Otherwise, it is all on road and, if you are not going tanent and the private sector to gauge interest in reopening the
have a railway, you have to have something else. This creat&outh-East rail network. | applaud the government for that.
further export opportunities to Asia via the Darwin line andInterestingly though, the $10 million, as earmarked by the
getting it online. Over the past couple of days it has beemrevious Liberal government, is no longer a sufficient amount
interesting to note the amount of heavy traffic, as | saido make a viable business plan for any operator. If proactive
earlier, toing and froing on the roads in and around Mounmeasures were taken at the beginning, and the Rann Labor
Gambier—heavy vehicles laden with logs and other primargovernment had some sort of transport plan for regional
produce. Not only are these heavy vehicles causing seveBouth Australia, not to mention a commitment to infrastruc-
congestion on our roads, but also they are tearing up the roddre, the figure to implement this project would not have
surface. The question needs to be asked, why should we Idown out so much. If this rail line is not standardised to help
placing all this added stress on our roads when there is @divert heavy duty freight from the roads to rail, road infra-
corridor? Whether it is ever going to be a railway is open tostructure in the South-East needs to be upgraded and
debate, but not making a decision is the worst thing to domaintained in order to accommodate the needs of the growing
Make a decision and get on with it. South-East timber industry. That is urgent—it needs to be
| also believe that, if the rail is not an option today, thedone now.
corridor has to be earmarked not to be sold off and to be kept Since coming to power, the Rann Labor government has
in perpetuity so that, if the decision has to be reversed onghown a total lack of respect for regional communities,
day, we can quickly turn around and pick it up. An efficient particularly when providing the much-needed upgrade of
transport link, an alternative link, would act as an incentiveinfrastructure and services. As it dillydallies and fails to
attracting large industry to the region with the vision andspend time to address the real issues such as failing infra-
ability to expand existing industries such as the winestructure, the region continues to fall behind with its ability
industry, forestry, fishing and agriculture, not to mentionto increase its export potential and thus rejuvenate the local
tourism. Once the line is standardised, what is stopping thand state economy. Instead of spending $4 million a year
passenger services from coming back on? | have no problebuying ministers it does not need, the government should be
with that. We still have our Bluebirds. There is no reason whyinjecting this money into upgrading the road infrastructure
they cannot run down here as they used in many years agand supporting development in regional South Australia.
Many people in this house would remember that. | implore the Rann Labor government to fast-track this
This area is recognised as a prime tourism region. It iproblem, continue their so-called talks with industry, and set
beautiful, and it has many things to see and do. It alreadgside sufficient money to standardise the South-East rail
attracts large numbers of tourists from interstate and overseagetwork or, if that is not a feasible option, an alternative road
The standardisation of this line is a great opportunity tonetwork. Failure to do so will not only hinder the growth of
capitalise on tourism and create more economic drive for théhe region in terms of export and economic development, but
region. Support to standardise the South-East line is widethe local road networks will continue to deteriorate under the
spread but not total, with members of the South-East Locatonstant pressure from heavy vehicles.
Government Association agreeing that the rail network needs The government, of which the local member is a member,
to be upgraded to a national rail network so that long hauhas to urgently address this issue. It needs to immediately
freight is diverted from road to rail. Cost of freight insurance,implement in-depth consultations with local industry and with
safety and environmental issues all point to the need to malkadl stakeholders. If, and | say if, rail is no longer the preferred
rail a more attractive method of shifting freight over long hauloption and a new alternative road network is, then we need
routes. to sort it out. The government needs to prioritise this project:
I refer to an article which appeared in tBerder Watch  if not, we will have a massive problem here in three years—
entitled ‘Auspine backs rail link’. | question that because las if it is not bad enough now. The people of Mount Gambier
was only speaking to Auspine yesterday. Whether Auspinand the South-East demand that the government act. The local
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member has a great opportunity to fix it. It is time the Mr O'BRIEN: Well, come over and have alook, Leader
member for Mount Gambier proved his independence andf the Opposition. The plan identifies the movement of
traded his support for this ‘city-centric’ government for freight between the Limestone Coast and Victoria as a
projects such as this. The members for Mount Gambier anglriority issue for the region and for the state. It refers to rail
Chaffey are country people: it is high time they acted toand road upgrades, the impetus to work with the Victorian
support the people who put them here. government on solutions and the need to leverage Australian
We are sick of the rhetoric, all talk and no action. While government funding to provide additional transport infra-
we prevaricate the South-East roads will choke. The peoplétructure.
expect better. Let us get on with it. The South Australian government understands the
significance of the issue and the need to identify and imple-
Mr O’'BRIEN (Napier): The government will be mentthe most cost effective infrastructure solution to address
opposing the motion. The issues encapsulated in the motidhe needs of the timber industry in the South-East. | have
are, | think, very significant for the economic developmentalluded to the fact that a high degree of complexity is
of the South-East but also for the state— associated with this. The Minister for Transport will meet
Mr Venning: Don’t oppose it: amend it. Doing nothing with the Victorian minister within a month to advance work
is not an option. on a joint approach to solving the issues within the South-
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Schubert has East and the Green Triangle. The South Australian govern-
just made his contribution. ment is committed to developing regional economic develop-
Mr O'BRIEN: | was actually going to commend the ment opportunities and recognises the importance of the
member for Schubert for his diligence in the construction ogwgﬁél'g(:g;g]to the South-East and the across border Green

the material that he presented to us this morning, but h . . .
seems to be getting carried away with the political point-. The government continues to invest significant amounts

scoring. in the arterial road network to support growth in the South-
At 10.30 this morning the Minister for Transport met with East and this year the government invested over $5 million

the Wattle Range Council to address this very issue. Ther& rloaqls in the South-East to improve safety and capacity,
is a certain level of complexity associated with this which thehciuding construction of three new overtaking lanes on the
member for Schubert seems to have overlooked in his desi iddoch Highway, plus shoulder sealing and Intersection
to have a point win against the state government. The factlﬁnprovements. The government has successfully lobbied the
that 25 per cent of the total amount of timber being grown i usrt]rallankgovelrnr:nent to corr;mn tg the much needed work
this area of Australia is located within South Australia; theOnt e Dukes Highway east of Bordertown—a commitment

other 75 per cent is located within Victoria. So, in addressin f$8 million this year anc_i another_$6 million nextyear. The
overnment has also actively lobbied the Australian govern-

the transport needs of the timber industry we actually hav ent for inclusion of the Riddoch-Princess Highway corridor
a Victorian-South Australian solution to arrive at and one that" . ghway col
and the national land transport network, but it was rejected

will also involve the commonwealth and local government. ; A X

So we are dealing with two state governments and three tiefS not being S|gn_|f|cant, even thou_gh roads In other states that

of government. carry lesser trafflc volumes were included in the networl_<.
The Premier wrote three times to the South Australian

The o}hgr ingrediept in the equation that is aplding a Iittleoased federal cabinet ministers—Minchin, Downer, Vanstone
complgexny is something that the mayor of the C'ty.Of I\/loumand Hill—seeking their support for a better deal for South
Gambier, Steve Perryman, alerted me to several nights ago—+

that is the fact that there is talk of establishing a major papeggigamlﬁérg%lgglﬂg égtiedsouth-East. In his letter dated 20

lant in Victoria. So in trying to come up with a transport
P ying P P South Australia has sought to have the network extended to

plan t'o address this Spec'f'.c ISSUe we really have to find O%clude important road and rail links to the South-East and through
what s on the table. Is the timber going to go out through they portiand. These links all meet the Commonwealth’s criteria for the
port of Portland or is a significant amount of it going to benational land transport network.
diverted into a paper plant within Victoria? Itis very easy t0Tne premier requested they support the state’s position when
get up here and have a go at us and claim nothing is beinge \yhite paper is presented to federal cabinet. Unfortunately,
done, but the fact is that an enormous amount of work ighese are calls by the state government and the Premier were
being dor}e at this point in time to deal with an e_xtremelyi nored. This government has now provided direct and
complex issue, one that has tremendous bearing on th@hstantial assistance to the Limestone Coast Regional
economic development of the South-East and the state. peyelopment Board and the South-East Local Government
On the issue of standardisation, we have to arrive at @ssociation on a proposal to access AusLink regional
business case because | think the member for Schubert hgategic funds to undertake more detailed corridor planning
lost sight of the fact that we no longer run rail systems. Theyor the region. The intent is to gain Australian government
are privately operated, and a private operator has to find thecognition of the significance of the region and its economic
rail network on which his or her company would operategrowth.
sufficiently attractive to want to take it on. We have to work = |n 2004 this government, through the Department of Trade
up a business case to get the private sector interested in tiid Economic Development, provided funds for the first
and that is a big job. comprehensive assessment of growth opportunities for
Yesterday we released the regional overview of theplantation timber in the Limestone Coast and Green Triangle
strategic Infrastructure Plan for South Australia. This is theegions. The report—Limestone Coast: Planting Timber 2005
companion document to a statewide component of the plaand Beyond—provides the essential database for industry
released on 6 April 2005. So much for there being talk of noplanning, including transport planning. So much for the
very defined planning—it is actually in print. proposition that no work is being done to address this issue.
Members interjecting: The Department of Transport and Urban Planning in South
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Australia and Victoria’s Department of Infrastructure andof the things that has been made very clear to me in the
VicRoads are all using the data to determine infrastructurdiscussions | have had over the past few days is that there is
requirements. It has to be a Victorian-South Australiamot yet an agreed solution.
solution. Similarly, the Green Triangle Plantations Commit- Many people have ideas about what they think might be
tee, jointly funded by the states and the commonwealth, ithe best solution, but at the moment we do not have on the
using the report to determine likely impact on the roadtable fully costed options to consider fully what might be the
network. best solution for this community and for the industry that will
The report and its analysis indicate that the major impache growing. SELGA is taking a lead role in pulling together
will occur in the year 2010, due to a projected large increasall the players necessary to sit around the table and discuss
in harvesting of plantation blue gums. | have made the pointvhat is needed for the region in the future. It has made an
that 30 per cent of the blue gum harvest will be in Southapplication to the federal AusLink program for $150 000,
Australia, mainly concentrated west of Penola, while 70 pewhich is supported by $50 000 from the Victoria government,
centis in south-west Victoria. A major logistics issue already$50 000 from the South Australian government and $50 000
identified is the ability of the port of Portland to handle theto be provided locally. This will be a $300 000 project that
blue gum wood chip traffic as it arrives at the port for export.will look at all the options, put them on the table, fully cost
We now also have this other issue in the equation of whetheéhem and enable this community, for the first time, to look at
we will be value adding through a mill in Victoria. the facts and figures about all the options and then make an
The blue gum traffic in Portland will be nearly four times informed decision about what is going to be in the best
the volume of the blue gum traffic in South Australia. For thisinterests of the region in the long-term.
reason, the port of Portland has been a strong supporter of the The other thing that is quite disappointing is that, when the
case to reinstate the railway. While the arterial road systerAusLink white paper was released, this region was not
in South Australia is designed to handle the projected trafficonsidered for a national transport route, and that is because
flows from the blue gum harvest, the railway is well placedthe port of Portland has not been recognised as a port under
to handle large volumes of bulk wood chip. This wouldthe AusLink program. That is disappointing for this region
provide a safe and effective transport logistics solution whildut also for South Australia, because 25 per cent of the blue
minimising the impact of increased truck traffic on arterialgum production will come out of South Australia and will
roads. This depends, however, on local government and thneost likely exit Australia to the export markets via the port
transport and timber industries in the Green Triangle agreeingf Portland. The needs for the transport to support that export
on a regional approach to the logistic challenge of timbeare quite significant. To illustrate the point, the port of
industry expansion. Portland is now exporting about 1.2 million tonnes of
Mr BROKENSHIRE: On a point of order, | seek your woodchip per annum, and estimates compiled by the
ruling, Mr Deputy Speaker. | am not sure whether theLimestone Coast Regional Development Board and the SA
member for Napier actually held up a glossy of the basi®epartment of Trade and Economic Development using up-
regional infrastructure plan that was quietly produced to som#-date industry data forecast that that figure will grow to
media yesterday. If in fact that is what he was holding up, lover 4 million tonnes by 2014.
ask that he table that to the parliament so that the parliament It is important that the importance of this project be
and the opposition are given the courtesy of seeing thdtighlighted to our federal counterparts. We need both sides
document. We have received none of it. of this parliament, in supporting the AusLink project proposal
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The member for and getting funding, to put all the facts and figures on the
Mawson will resume his seat. The member for Napier doetable. | would be encouraging members opposite to lobby the
not have the power to table documents in the house: he is ntgderal government, as we are, to support that proposal. From
aminister. | suggest that if the member for Mawson wants téhere we can then start to have an informed debate. At the
see the document he simply walk to the other side of thenoment there are no costings of the different options, and |
chamber and ask the member for Napier for a look. think it is important that the community have the opportunity
Mr BROKENSHIRE: On a further point of order, | to—
would have thought that in a democratic parliamentary Mr Brindal: Isn't the federal minister a National minis-
system basic courtesy would have given— ter? Isn't your colleague the federal minister?
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! This is not an The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
opportunity for the member for Mawson to grandstand. The TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: Thank you, sir. | think that
member for Mawson will take his seat. it is important to note that the federal government does have
a considerable amount of funding put aside for the AusLink
TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD (Minister for the River program, and for that | congratulate the federal government.

Murray): During the last couple of days— But it is important from a state perspective that members
Mr Brokenshire interjecting: opposite and members on this side continue to put pressure
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! on our federal counterparts and the local member Patrick

TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: During the last couple of Secker to support this application of SELGA—
days in Mount Gambier | have had the opportunity to meet Mr Venning: You're a National, aren’t you? What about
with members of the Regional Development Board and ityour colleagues?
CEO Grant King, as well as the mayor of the Wattle Range TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: | amindeed a National. In
Council Don Ferguson and CEO Frank Brennan, and théact, it was through my invitation that the Deputy Prime
issue of the transport needs of the region have been discusddéhister, John Anderson, visited the Mount Gambier region
at length. The South-East Local Government Associatiotast year. | think it is important to note that | will be very
(SELGA) currently has a proposal before the AusLinkstrongly lobbying my National Party counterpart.
program federally to enable it to have the funding to actually Membersinterjecting:
look at the issues in relation to the needs of the region. One TheDEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, members on my left!
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TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: I think it is important that  lack of strategic planning has been absolutely outrageous.
the minister for roads, who is a Liberal Party member, JiniThe state infrastructure plan released several weeks ago did
Lloyd, also take up the cause on behalf of the South Austrot recognise the issues of forestry industry. It did not
ralian community. The federal member for Barker also needglentify with the fact that we have a forestry industry in the
to be strongly supporting the application of SELGA. What isSouth-East, let alone the infrastructure needs that are flowing

needed here— from that. It did not recognise that there was an issue with the
Mr Brokenshire: He is: he’s leading the way— South-East roads. What the transport section of that plan did
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, the member for dowas talk about how we need a little bit more space on our
Mawson! jetties in the South-East. That was the one bit of recognition

TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: What is needed is a thatitgot.

cooperative approach—which is unfamiliar territory for We have heard about AusLink and the need for the federal
some, | understand. It is necessary to do what is in the begbvernment to be involved. The RAA came to me before the
interests of the South-East community. Unfortunately, somé&st federal election very, very concerned because it worked
see their own political party’s interests as more importantith the state government on the priorities the state govern-
than strategic planning. | believe that this government andhent should have for AusLink. The government’s priorities

members opposite should work hard to ensure that the fedenalere about South Road. They were about trying to save them
government recognises at all levels the importance of thisome money down at Outer Harbor and Port Adelaide. The

project. South-East did not get a guernsey in the state government’s
Mr Venning interjecting: submission for AusLink’s funding. That has now been
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, the member for forgotten. It was not a priority; it was left out. The number

Schubert! one priority that should have been in there was what was

TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: | support the efforts of the going to happen with either the Riddoch Highway or the
state government and the local governments that are interesterder road.
ed in this issue and interested in finding a solution and putting The government needs to show some leadership on this
it on the table. Those local government organisations—issue. We now hear that there is a regional infrastructure plan
SELGA represents seven local government areas down helpging put out. Thanks a lot! | would not have minded seeing
in the South-East—are also working in partnership with thei@ copy of it. To say that you posted back to my office in
counterparts over the border, which is necessary. There afglelaide is an insult. We should have been given copies of

many local government— that plan. You are using that in debate today. We have not
Mr Venning: Are they happy? Is SELGA happy? been given the courtesy of actually seeing it. | think some
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: | warn the member for members opposite might not realise that | actually have a

Schubert. little bit of interest in regional South Australia, and | would

TheHon. K.A. MAYWAL D: —organisations that are not mind seeing what that plan is. The issue that we face
working together—the state and the Victorian government—down here is very, very serious. Itis a safety issue, it is an
and we need the support of the federal government. So | caimenity issue, but it is also a very important economic issue
on members opposite, rather than putting up churlish littldor this area. We need some leadership in this issue, and the
motions down here in Mount Gambier, to lobby their federaldecision to be made.
counterparts for support. This state government has put up The first decision that has to be made is whether we going
$300 000; the Victorian government has put its money up; théo go ahead with rail in the South-East. That decision has to
locals have put their money up; and the only people who havee made, and, quite frankly, the fact that nothing is happening
not put their money up at this stage are those in the federatith it makes me little bit inclined to now ask—and this is a
government. The Victorian government has put up its moneydecision for the South-East with the government to make sure
and the locals have put up their money. The only people whihe decision is made quickly—if you do or do not want rail.
have not put up money at this stage are those in the feder&lintil the decision is made you do not know what direction
government. the roads have to head. You have to make that decision, and

if that decision is, ‘No, do not go ahead with rail,’ then it is

TheHon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition):  a decision that must be made very, very quickly about
What we are debating here is a very important issue, and ishether or not you duplicate the Riddoch Highway or go the
probably the most important issue for the future of the Southborder road. These decisions have been clear for several
East. | am somewhat disturbed because, as the member fggars, but they have to be made. So, let’s just get on and
Schubert said, the greatest thing about this issue is thmake them. Let’s talk to the people of the South-East and
urgency of the issue. What is heading at us like freight trairmake a decision as to whether or not they want rail.
is a huge freight task in the South-East, and we need a An honourable member interjecting:
solution to it, otherwise the current road network willbecome  The Hon. R.G. KERIN: Well, someone has to make the
not only ripped up by the number of trucks in the freight taskdecision. We cannot go along and say, ‘We are planning;
but very unsafe for local commuters and also for the tourismve’re waiting. We have to consult and whatever.” Consulta-
industry. tion has been going on for a long time. Somebody has to

What | have heard from across the other side reallyshow some leadership. Make a decision. Are we going to
ignores that sense of urgency which needs to be therbave rail or not? | suspect that the answer to that is going to
Standing behind this is the lack of planning that we have seelpe ‘No, because we will not have an operator.” We cannot
from the government. The government went to the laswait forever for an operator to come in. If that is the case,
election without a transport policy, and it has not been abléet’s rule it out so we can get on and make the necessary
to deny that. There was no transport policy, and since then wéecision on the other. Do not point it back to the federal
have waited and waited. We have been promised a transpgovernment. The federal government has to be involved in
plan on many occasions, and it has just not happened. Thkis and the opposition would be pushing hard for federal
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funding as well. But, with AusLink, the federal governmentover ten years or so, at least start putting a mid-range planin
needs this state government to make this a priority, becauggace as well.

AusLink is based on state governments putting priorities to  Mr Koutsantonis: What is Patrick Secker doing?

the federal government regarding where they want the TheHon. R.J. MCEWEN: Everybody needs to come
funding. around the table. | am not interested in what Patrick Secker

So, the state government needs to work with the people @§ doing either. | am interested in everybody coming around
the South-East, quickly make a decision on rail, and then lehe table together and signing off. This community has not
us work out what we are going to do for roads, because weone that yet; the state governments have not done that yet;
are running out of time. We do not have another 12 month&cal government has not done that yet. In fairness to them,
to sitaround and make excuses. We need to get on, make thés too soon to do that, because to do that you have to put all
decision, and let us give the people of the South-East sonaf the costed options before people. Some people say that the
economic prosperity, but also safety on their roads, and border road is totally unaffordable. So, back to this important
tourism industry where people are not scared to drive dowsubmission to the federal government, which I think minister
here. Lloyd is more favoured towards. He certainly left us last

week saying, rather than a straight no, that he would re-

TheHon. R.J. MCEWEN (Minister for Agriculture,  engage minister Anderson in terms of putting their share of
Food and Fisheries): This churlish motion, and the money on the table, and finishing this job before the end of
point scoring as a consequence of it, is not servicing thighis year. That is the challenge before all of us. This motion
community well. The member for MacKillop and I— does nothing in that regard. All it does is point another finger,

Mr Brokenshire: It is not a churlish motion. and lay a bit of blame.

TheHon. R.J. MCEWEN: It is churlish in that all it Let us put that to one side. Let us put on the table, though,
wants to do is lay blame and point fingers. Late last year th@hat is the real challenge, and let us, collectively for once,
member for MacKillop and myself met with a sub-committeein a bipartisan way between the states, local government and
of SELGA. At that time we identified the fact that all the datathe federal government, accept that we have a responsibility
that we needed was on the table. We understand enougdisign off on a solution. The minute that is done, we can then
about the freight imperative. The one thing that we have nofhove to the next challenge, which is to cost it. This is a good
signed off in terms of this region is a preferred solution. Thaiday for everyone to affirm that they are part of that plan.
is the one bit of information that is missing. The document
that | provided to the member for Schubert earlier is only part  Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop): This is a very interesting
of that freight imperative. It is the blue gum part, and it isdiscussion we are having. | disagree with the comments just
only part of the overall freight imperative. It is more complex made by the member for Mount Gambier about this being a
than that. What is also more complex, is that this involveshurlish motion. In fact, this motion has apparently flushed
local government on both sides of the border, and two stateut a plan from the government, because the government has
governments and a federal government, and the solution wiliot had a plan. As my leader has said, the government did not
only be found collectively by all those people. have a plan at the last election, and it has not produced a plan

We put this proposition to Jim Lloyd in Mount Gambier to date. Apparently, someone back there has found one today,
a fortnight ago. To that point, he was not backing theas a result of this motion.

AusLink proposal that was developed out of the meeting | | have a letter here from the Grant council to the former
referred to between myself, the member for MacKillop andminister for transport, the Hon. Trish White, back on 22
SELGA. That proposal has got money on the table from tw@eptember last year, seeking an understanding of what the
state governments, from local government, and we needaegbvernment’s plan was for transport in this region over the
money on the table from the federal government. Morenext five to 10 years, so that the council could marry in its
importantly, though, the backing that we need from morewvorks with what the state government was doing. Until
players at this time is to cost all of the alternatives, and thegesterday, the Grant council had not received an answer from
make a fundamental decision about which one we accephis government. | suggest that until yesterday the
moving forward. That is the point that we have not arrived atgovernment did not have a plan, because it certainly could not
Blaming people and saying that it is the state governmentdiscuss it with the Grant council. The Grant council will be
fault, or its local government’s fault, or it is the Victorian’s responsible for the South Australian border. The roads that
fault, will not answer that question. That question needs to beun through its area will cart most of the timber that is carried
answered collectively. round on the South Australian side of the border. The council

Members interjecting: has a vital interest in this matter, yet the state government

TheHon. R.J. MCEWEN: The member for MacKillop could not tell the council that it had any plans—it could not
and | would be delighted to take anyone with us to help usay to the Grant council, ‘You look at what we’re doing and
solve this problem, quite frankly. This community wants tomarry in your feeder roads to the works we are doing.’ The
move on. This community wants to make a decision and theletter points out that between 2005 and 2039, according to the
start putting the funding package together because that @document to which the member for Mount Gambier has just
going to be the complicated challenge; that is going taeferred, on average about 872 trucks per day will be
challenge local governments, state governments and fedetadvelling in and out of Portland, a fair number of which will
governments. That is not going to be the easy bit. | wenbe travelling on South Australian roads.
further than that in my correspondence to minister Lloyd last | think the member for Napier erred slightly in his
week. | said that | believe the option is the border road. | wantomments when he said that only 25 per cent of the timber,
that option fully costed, but equally a combination of roadand the freight task associated with that, would be generated
and rail, Riddoch and rail, and a shorter bypass north ofh South Australia. | think he was referring only to the blue
Mount Gambier as a temporary solution. Let us have a longgum sector. If we put in the softwood sector as well—the
term plan, and if that means a significant funding challengéotal plantation forestry industry in the green triangle—I think
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members would find that about half the freight task will bemember for Mount Gambier said. He thought that the border
generated in South Australia and about half in Victoria. Iroad was probably the best solution.
aCknOWledge that of that amount Onlythe hardwood blue gum The border road, to my Constituentsy will on|y be a

woodchip will, in fact, be going to Portland. However, the solution if it includes an east-west corridor to bring the blue
freight task in South Australia is not just about blue gum, bulgum chips that have been grown in South Australia. The blue
it has certainly been highlighted by the impending task theyum chips grown in South Australia have been principally
blue gum industry will thrust upon us in the very near future.grown west of Penola. If you build the border road, you still
A lot of things have been said this morning, but | will have to get that freight from west of Penola to the border.
make one point. The South Australian government currentlygy generally have to go fairly close to Penola, around
contributes about $4.21 per kilometre to rural roads. In Nevtoonawarra, and that sort of area. | think the border road
South Wales, that figure is $30.66, and in Queensland it ifould be a fine solution but it must involve an east-west
$56.26. Rural and regional South Australians need to go ngorridor. That must be part of that solution. The final point
further than to look at those figures to understand why theywant to make is that | am sure the government would like
drive on substandard roads and share them with heawye border road as a solution because, if the Riddoch High-
transports. | agree with the point made by a couple of peoplevay solution is the one that is thrown up, the Riddoch
The member for Chaffey said that there is no agreed solutiotHighway is actually a state government responsibility, and we

We have no agreed solution because there has been no dagidw that this government does not shoulder its responsibili-
leadership. As the member for Mount Gambier has pointegles in rural South Australia very well.

out, | have talked to a lot of people in the industry, local = g gtate government would much prefer the border road
government and the freight industry over many months anq,q .4 se it thinks it will not have to put too many dollars into
every time we sit down to talk, someone puts up their hangt \\ hereas, if it were the Riddoch Highway, the majority of
and says, ‘What are we going to do about the ral[? I think they e funding would fall on the shoulders of the state govern-
Leader of the Opposition made a very good point. _ment. The players have to be aware of that too when they are
Let us move quickly and come to a decision about the railo ing 10 a decision: that the state government will be much

i decisi hich will be taken by th fnore supportive of the border road. | am not suggesting that
government. Itis not a decision which will be taken by they,e ,5rder road would not be very a good solution: | think it

transport industry, the timber industry or local government;, o /14 Like the member for Mount Gambier. | think it is

It |skat th de feet of EPAS state govirnrgen_t._For_ goo%ne_ss Sali( robably the best solution as long as it includes an east-west
make a decision. The moment that decision is made, it makes, iqor somewhere around Penola and probably another

the rest .Of. the demsmn-makmg process a fair bit easier. S ood connection further north so that we can take the other
that decision must be made first. | call on the government (e ne ) freight off the Riddoch Highway well north of
act. Like thfe leader, | think that the_ decision is that the rail i enola, maybe even north of Naracoorte, and get it over to
not the option, and | made a public comment about a weef, o horger and take all that traffic off the Riddoch Highway

ago. Ifyou talk to the.people who are producing th? blue 9UMhrough the Coonawarra-Penola area. | commend the motion.
chips, they have no interest in putting them on rail, because

their plan is to chip them in the forest, put them in a truck
and, once they are in that truck, it is not cost-effective to tak
them to rail and offload them onto a train just to go the shor
distance from, say, Penola or Portland. They have no intere
inrail, so | do not think it is very hard for the government to
make that decision.
I think everybody has come to the same conclusion, b

we need the Minister for Transport to sign off on that and say;
that rail is not an option for this particular problem. | urge the

MsBREUER (Giles): | have been feeling very sorry for

number of our ministers listening to the member opposite

his speech. | have had visions of our ministers spending
é}eepless nights and hours in preparing this transport plan and
coming up with some sort of solution to this on the strength
fthe member for Schubert’s motion, worrying that they did
ot have a plan and putting something together and producing
today, according to the member for MacKillop. So, | feel
o - very sorry for our ministers who had to do that. What utter
minister, when he comes to that decision, to say that we alfonsense, to suggest that we produced a plan on the strength
going to keep that rail corridor because we do not know Whag)n the member for Schubert’'s motion! | only want to speak
the future hqlds. Ifyou .dlspos.e of t'he. rail corridor, you V.V'” briefly because | think we have spent far too much time on
never have it back again. I think this is a very good motion already and there are a number of motions that also need

It has made the government move a Ilﬁtle and has brought oW be considered today, and people have just been repeating
some sort of policy or statement which we have not seeNpamselves

\Ijvgv:/]i\é%r., ithas not actually produced the leadership which Mr Venning: The member for Rey_nell wants potholes in
The only people showing any leadership in this are thdh€ road, to try out her four-wheel drive.
South-East Economic Development Board and the South- The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
East Local Government Association. It disappoints me that MsBREUER: They are very rude; they have really
it is left to those two bodies to drive this. | do not think that shown their true colours this week. | want to particularly
the South-East Local Government Association should be pytoint out that | have obtained a copy of the Strategic Infra-
in the position of driving this. The roads that are going to bestructure Plan for South Australia and the Regional Over-
built or upgraded are not the responsibility of local govern-view. | was thrilled to obtain this, because yesterday | was
ment: they are the responsibility of the state and federadble to tell my people in Andamooka that they have got the
governments. Where is the state minister in all this? | havéong-awaited pipeline that the member for Stuart—who was
had a lot of meetings, as | have said, and | have never sedineir member for 30, 40 or 50 years or whatever it was—
a state minister. Hopefully, this debate will serve the purposeever managed to get. We have been able to get it under this
of flushing out the state minister to get him to show somegovernment, and that is wonderful. Those people in Anda-
leadership. | make one other point relevant to what thenooka are very pleased and thrilled about that; however—
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Mr BROKENSHIRE: A point of order, sir, and itis a of Mount Gambier and the surrounding areas. They want to
simple one: standing order 98, regarding relevance. Andaallow further debate and discussion. Yesterday | saw, without
mooka has nothing whatsoever to do with this motion abou¢xaggeration, a list a foot long of studies being done on this.
addressing road matters— It has been studied to death. However, there have not been

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The member has made his any costings and Transport SA is refusing to do costings
point. | point out that both interjections and responding tobecause it wants to stick to its pet project. Unless you want
interjections are disorderly. to put the horse before the cart, you have to know what are

MsBREUER: There are many exciting things in the the costings for the Riddoch Highway and for the border road
infrastructure plan for South Australia, and | am very pleasedbefore you can then start to make some good business
to see them. They cover all areas of South Australia and thegecisions on what is the most cost effective project that will
demonstrate to me that this government does have a commgive the best net cost benefit to this community and the state
ment to regional South Australia. | am the only countrygovernment.
member but | have always felt very supported by my The mostdisappointing aspect of this is that there are no
colleagues in this and the ministers have put priorities int@xcuses for not delivering road infrastructure to the South-
regional South Australia. | want to point out that the strategidast over the past three years. Proudly the Liberal govern-
priority for the South-East and the Limestone Coast areas iment did the hard yards, got down the debt, created the jobs,
the movement of freight between the Limestone Coast anspent money on infrastructure wherever we possibly could
Victoria, and to work with the Victorian government to and created a climate where we have seen seven or eight
facilitate the use of rail to transport freight between Southyears of consecutive growth. However, in the past three years,
Australia and Victoria, which is Portland. That is the numbemwhen there was a window of opportunity to deliver real
one priority for this government. infrastructure for South Australia, including Mount Gambier

The number two priority is to develop plans to manageand the South-East, this government failed and should be
growth in freight, including road improvement and heavycondemned at the next election by rural and regional South
vehicle detours of key towns, for example Penola and Mounf\ustralia for gross neglect. You do not get seven or eight
Gambier. Once again, that answers the points of the membeysars of economic growth in a row very often, if you look at
opposite. The third one is to leverage the Australian governeur history, and this government has failed to invest in
ment for funding to provide additional transport infrastruc-fundamental development opportunities through infrastruc-
ture, and we are well aware that this issue is a major one fdure. On our forward projected estimates where our last
the state. The upgrade of the Riddoch Highway and théudget finishes, $5 billion more money is coming into this
Princes Highway section along the Coorong is also a majostate than we forecast and virtually none of it has gone into
priority for this government, and the identification of a infrastructure. An amount of $800 million a year comes from
preferred site for a regional intermodal facility as part of ataxes associated with motor vehicles and trucks and goes into
state-wide intermodal strategy. | think that in our strategicgovernment coffers, but only $120 million goes back into the
infrastructure plan we have answered all those issues.  state in the form of road improvement and repairs. No wonder

This was a populist motion by the member opposite, whove have $160 million to $200 million of backlog mainte-
thought he would get some brownie points down here. | dmance in this state.
not know why because he does not have anyone in this area Look at what is happening in the South-East right now.
who is going to vote for him—and | do not think he is going This year 3 million tonnes of timber is being hauled through
to have too many in his own area who are going to vote fothe South-East, through Penola and other areas via the road
him in the next election when they see what a Labor governrear where | am staying at the Southgate Motel. You can hear
ment is doing for this state in regional South Australia. Wethem going all night. What are we seeing as a result of that?
are delivering. You talked about it for years and years but ifNo planning and no commitments by the government, yet it
has taken this Labor government to get what we need for this hoping to get over the line and then argue the case for the

state. next four years. By 2010 that 3 million tonnes of timber and
Members interjecting: timber product will go to 7 million tonnes and we are talking
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! thousands of extra trucks. The trucks are not getting any

smaller. They are now talking of bringing in rocket road

Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): First of all, it is trains, so we will have another issue to deal with. We are
extremely disappointing that the local member and theyoing from 3 million tonnes of timber product being hauled
member for Giles are saying that a motion like this isthrough now to 7 million tonnes in four and a half years time
churlish, because it is far from it. In fact, this is a very and 9 million tonnes by 2020. Now is the time for not just
important motion and | suggest—not just from now but alsadeliberating and talking of more studies but about showing
from many other times when | was in government with mytrue leadership, as our leader said, and putting your money
colleagues delivering infrastructure in the South-East such aghere your mouth is and coming up with an action plan that
the police station, the fire station, and the ambulancevill work. That can be done quickly as all the studies are
station—that we actually know that road safety and infrathere. This community has an opportunity before the next
structure is paramount to the current protection and securitglection to make decisions on which party will show true
of the community in the South-East and Mount Gambier andeadership and which parties record they can believe for their
it is very important for their economic future as well. So, it own prosperity and protection.
is not churlish at all. | will talk about how important is the protection of the

This government wants to allow another study to occucommunity because, whilst | am happy to see one small
through and over the next election period because the locakoject promised to Mount Gambier in the very simplistic
member for Mount Gambier does not want to be put underegional infrastructure plan quietly launched yesterday, as a
scrutiny when it comes to what should be delivered now foresult of the fact that our leader (Hon. Rob Kerin) highlighted
the South-East community and, in particular, the communitghat the infrastructure plan came in a year after it was
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promised and when the first or second minister for transporlection—three years and two months of no delivery—and
(there have been three ministers for transported under thiow she stands up and says she has seen the government'’s
government) brought in a draft plan that would fix transport plan for regional South Australia.
including for rural and regional South Australia. The next  She then detailed a series of number one priorities. There
minister threw that in the bin. There was no transport policyis just one important ingredient missing from those: money
at all by the Labor Party at the last election. There is nand delivery. It is wonderful: the government now has
transport plan and the infrastructure plan that was delayedrmumber one priorities everywhere. | am sure that the member
year had nothing for the regions. When the Hon. Rob Kerirfor Giles will tell her electorate about her number one
highlighted that fact they quickly got their departmentspriorities from the plan, the member for Chaffey will do the
together and put a basic and simplistic plan together. | arsame thing in the Riverland and the member for Mount
happy to see that $2.3 million will go just out here a smallGambier will also tell about all the plans that he has. But the
way into the Penola Road from Mount Gambier. only way the public of South Australia can see that a
But we need serious commitment, serious leadership angbvernment is planning, financing and delivering is for it to
serious action. All the people that | speak to in Mountstart building. One thing is certain: regardless of the glib
Gambier travel the Riddoch Highway or the Princes Highwaywords of their member—the member who is firmly en-
when they are going to Adelaide and surrounding areas, deenched within the bowels of the Labor Party—the people
it is not just around Mount Gambier that this benefits theof the South-East will not see that infrastructure delivered
community. | happened to drive down that Princes Highwaybefore the next state election.
and | am glad | could keep on the road, because if you look He will be out there promising the world but he will not
at the lack of road shouldering for a significant part of thatbe able to demonstrate delivery. The state budget is to be
road and the lack of even running a grader over it, not evehanded down in a couple of months time, and the interesting
basic maintenance is happening there at the moment, let alotiéng will be: will the money actually be there up front and
proper planning infrastructure for this region. Transport SAswhat will the construction timetables be if it is? | believe that
own figures show that 205 casualty car crashes occurred dhe public has shown time and again that in the end they will
the Princes Highway, including 13 fatalities, in recent yearsnot be fooled. There is an old adage—you can fool some of
The RAA has called for an ongoing commitment tothe people some of the time but you cannot fool all of the
continue widening this road, with a minimum requirement ofpeople all of the time.
3.5-metre lanes. It has also said that 15 more overtaking lanes This Labor government and their mates—the member for
are needed urgently. But we do not see any of that in thlount Gambier and the member for Chaffey, who keep them
commitment of this government to the people of the Souththere in government—need to reflect on that. What they have
East and Mount Gambier. The Transport SA statistics showone for three years is deliver spin and rhetoric, but they have
173 casualty crashes on the Riddoch Highway and 1Bot delivered the very basics of government: they have not
fatalities in recent years. The RAA says the highway needdelivered planning; they have not shown that they have
10 more overtaking lanes to improve its safety and needs aiesponded to the community’s needs; they have not demon-
increase to the width of the road so that the lanes are at leasirated that they want to achieve economic development for
3.5 metres wide and the drivers of these trucks can actuallgur state; and they have not shown any firm direction.
stay on the bitumen, because at the moment they are strug- Only a few weeks ago we saw a state infrastructure plan
gling to do that. It also says that about 40 per cent of the roadelivered for our state that was silent about the needs for
does not currently meet this minimum width. These are realegional South Australia: and what funding was allocated to
problems that need real solutions. it—funding for a couple of tunnels in metropolitan Adelaide,
This is not a churlish debate at all. | suggest that, had wef course; 1.2 kilometres of tram track; and a railway station
not actually put this important motion on tiNetice Paper, ~ which had been planned five years earlier and which this
the government would love to have come down here, pressé®vernment had shelved for the last three years. That, sir, was
a bit of flesh, said how nice it was to be in Mount Gambier,their grand vision for the state of South Australia.
returned to Adelaide and forgotten about it, hoping that the Interestingly, when members of the South Australian
people of Mount Gambier and the South-East would be happyedia wanted concept diagrams of their wonderful announce-
enough about the visit and would let that roll through to thements they were not available. And why? The public servants
next election. That is not good enough, and both main partiegho were working on them told the media the same thing
need to put proper plans of action in place before the nexthey told the members of the Liberal Party—that is, they were
election. We will. The challenge is whether the governmentobbled together at the last minute because cabinet needed
will have the fortitude to do something properly for once forsomething to announce for the media. In other words, after
the people down here. all their so-called planning for a period of three years, the
document that was put up to cabinet at the end of 2004 was
TheHon. W.A. MATTHEW (Bright): | support this so lacking in announcements that would be able to take the
motion, because it goes to the very core of what goodouth Australian mind-set that they had to sit there trying to
government is about. This motion goes to the very core of thadd extra spin to it, leaving it there for a few months to
need to plan, the need to finance and the need to deliver. THigally release it.
motion, in its very introduction, condemns the government Under questioning in the parliament at the time the
for its failure to produce a transport plan for all of regional Minister for Infrastructure said that the reason that he had
South Australia, and it is specific about the needs for théailed to meet his deadline of delivering an infrastructure plan
South-East. Here we are, 10 months and 13 days from a stdtg the end of last year was on the basis that there had been
election and the member for Giles, a representative fofires in the Eyre Peninsula. Well, sir, those fires occurred in
regional South Australia, stands in this place and says that sdanuary 2005—not in December 2004. It was not until a few
has now seen the government’s regional infrastructure plamveeks ago that, finally, a very unsatisfactory document was
Well, whoopee-do! We are 10 months and 13 days from areleased—and what it was missing was funding—and now



Thursday 5 May 2005 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 2537

the member for Giles stands up today and says that she has The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The house will come
finally been able to see the regional version of that documento order. The member for Stuart has special powers but he
| commend the member for Schubert because there is rghould constrain himself somewhat and not get carried away.
doubt that his motion, when he announced itin the assembly TheHon. G.M. GUNN: | am pleased that you should
in the parliament in Adelaide, embarrassed the governmegonvey that to the member for Giles. What the people of
in having to put out something else. So what have they done®outh Australia want is some of that money that the govern-
They put out a wish-list. The member for Giles has told ugnent invested put back into improving our road system so
that she has been able to put together a wish-list. We all knothat our people can get employment and so that we can
that the members for Giles has a wish-list because Tingarticipate on the international field. This part of the country
Wakelin is out there making the member for Giles sit up andias so much going for it. It is a wonderful part of South
take note of her constituents after all the years that she h#&wistralia. The government has a responsibility to wisely
been in this place. | believe there is a big chance that Tindvest all that money that is coming from Canberra through
Wakelin will be sitting in this parliament in 10 months and GST revenue. | support the motion moved by the member for
13 days as a member for Giles who is going to listen. ISchubert. It is appropriate that we have these frank debates
commend the member for Schubert on his motion and | urg# this assembly. We are here to constructively comment on

the parliament to support its passage. the welfare of the people of this state. | wanted to briefly get
Members interjecting: up and point out to the member for Giles the error of her
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The member for Ways.|say one thing in conclusion: I want her to enjoy the
Stuart. next 10 months. If the honourable member continues down

the vein she has been on in the past, she will not be here. |

TheHon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): Thank you very much, Support the motion. )

Mr Deputy Speaker. How nice it is to see you in the chairin  But, let me say to the member for Giles that the only
this august assembly. Let us just come back to the motion; [§gason that that program was possible was because the
us just stick to some facts. | have listened quite intently this'@nkin Liberal government signed off on the indenture to
morning to this debate, to what should happen in the Soutf:réate Roxby Downs and the Western mining company
East and to what should happen across South Australia. ORgought the water from the Great Artesian Basin. | am proud
of the things that the people of South Australia dislike mord® Say that | voted for the Roxby Downs indenture. The
than anything else is people claiming credit for things they>rémier campaigned against it. Max Brown, the former
are not responsible for and making inaccurate, misleading arff@émber for Whyalla, voted against t, as did Mr Keneally and
unwise comments. Let me say to the member for Giles wh@ll those other people. That is the only reason that people
with rather churlish and foolish comments, thought that sh&0m Andamooka have a source of employment and their
would get a cheap shot at me. | am delighted that the loncghildren can get a decent education at Roxby Downs. They
suffering people of Andamooka will get a connection to theh@ve good health services, good shopping and it is the only
Roxby Downs water scheme. The only reason that thd€ason why they have bitumen road from Woomera—it is
program was possible was because the Tonkin Liberdlecause you have the Roxby Downs mining development.
government signed off on the indenture to create Roxby TheDEPUTY SPEAKER: The member for Stuart has

Downs and the Western Mining Company brought the watefn@de his point. I have given him some indulgence. )
from the Great Artesian Basin. Mr GUNN: Itis not a mirage in the desert as the Premier

| am proud to say that | voted for the Roxby Downs said; it is a reality. Therefore, this particular motion that we

indenture. The Premier campaigned against it. Max Brown@'€ f@lking about today wants to bring reality back to the
the former member for Whyalla, voted against it, as didbeople of the South-East. | can say to the member for Giles

Mr Keneally and all those other people. That is the onlyand others that this government is awash with money, and it

reason the people of Andamooka have a source of emplo _ught to be able to provide the funds necessary to upgrade the
blic transport system.

ment and their children can get a decent education at Rox A
Mrs Hall interjecting:

Downs. They have good health services and good shopping, ) . .
and it is the only reason why they have a bitumen road from ¢ ;22?PEAKER' Order! The member for Morialta is out

Moomba—because we have the Roxby Downs minin . - .
Y Mr GUNN: Itis absolutely essential if we are to improve

development. . X .
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The member for Stuart has their welfare. The Ilght_s have come on. Let there be light. |
have been blamed for it.

made his point. | have given him So‘m‘? mdqlgence. , MsBreuer: You couldn’t get a pipeline, but you can get
TheHon. G.M. GUNN: Itis not a ‘mirage in the desert’, the lights turned on

as the Premier said; it is a reality. This motion that we are’ 0 spEAK ER: .Order' The house will come to order

talking about today wants to bring reality back 10 t0 theryo \ember for Stuart has special powers, but he should

people of the South-East. | say to the member for Giles, angd,,qain himself somewhat and not get carried away.

others, that this government is awash with money and it ought Mr GUNN: Thank you. | am pleased that you can say that

to gl‘.a ?ble to ptrovnile the funds necessary to upgrade the ie member for Giles. The people of South Australia want
public transport system. some of that government money invested back to improve our

Members interjecting: road systems so that our people can get employment and so
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The member for thatwe can participate in the international field. This country
Morialta is out of order. and this part of South Australia have so much going for them.

TheHon. G.M. GUNN: It is absolutely essential, if we Itis a wonderful part of South Australia, with so much going
are to improve the welfare—the lights in the auditoriumfor it. So the government has the responsibility to wisely
suddenly became very bright— invest all that money is coming from Canberra through GST

Members interjecting: revenue.
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| support the motion moved by the member for Schubert.
It is appropriate that we have these frank debates in this Casualty patients
assembly. We are not here just for the good of it; we are here Outpatients

Occupied bed days 428 370 405 058
164 157 148 362
140 655 119012

to constructively comment about the welfare of the people of The Hon. DEAN BROWN: This cut-back in services is

this state. | just wanted to briefly get up and point out to thenot because country people are suddenly healthier, rather it
member for Giles the error of her ways. But, | say one things because the money has not been there and hospitals have
in conclusion. The member for Giles wants to enjoy the nexbeen forced to cut services.

10 months, because if she continues down the vein she h

as As Dr Peter Rischbieth, a very well-known and recognised

in the past, she will be able to go back to the cooling housegp, who is President of the Rural Doctors Association, said

She will not be here. | support the motion.
The house divided on the motion:

AYES (18)
Brokenshire, R. L. Brown, D. C.
Chapman, V. A. Evans, I. F.
Goldsworthy, R. M. Gunn, G. M.
Hall, J. L. Hamilton-Smith, M. L. J.
Kerin, R. G. Kotz, D. C.
Matthew, W. A. McFetridge, D.
Meier, E. J. Penfold, E. M.
Redmond, I. M. Scalzi, G.
Venning, I. H.(teller) Williams, M. R.

NOES (23)
Atkinson, M. J. Bedford, F. E.
Breuer, L. R. Caica, P.
Ciccarello, V. Conlon, P. F.
Geraghty, R. K. Hanna, K.
Hill, J. D. Key, S. W.
Koutsantonis, T. Lomax-Smith, J. D.
Maywald, K. A. McEwen, R. J.
O’Brien, M. F.(teller) Rankine, J. M.
Rann, M. D. Rau, J. R.
Snelling, J. J. Stevens, L.
Thompson, M. G. Weatherill, J. W.
Wright, M. J.

PAIR(S)
Buckby, M. R. Foley, K. O.
Brindal, M. K. White, P. L.

Majority of 5 for the noes.
Motion thus negatived.

HEALTH SERVICES, RURAL

TheHon. DEAN BROWN (Deputy Leader of the
Opposition): | move:

That this house condemns the government for the continue
underfunding of health services in country areas.
In supporting this motion, | highlight the fact that, since its
first budget in 2002, the Rann government has been cultti
back on health services in our country hospitals. This is be
seen by the stark statistics set out in the Department

Health’s own annual report. Since 2000-01, which is the las

full year under the Liberal government, there has been

decline in country hospitals in the total number of hospital

beds, which has declined by 56 (that is, less beds than th
were back in 2000-01); a decline in hospital admissions, fro
86 998 to 86 197; a decline in occupied bed days, fro
428 370 to 405 058; a decline in casualty patients (a declin
of 15 795 in that period); and also a decline in outpatient
being seen in our hospitals (a decline of 21 643). | seek lea
to incorporate irHansard a very simple statistical table.
Leave granted.

Performance of country hospitals

e

00-01 2003-04
Available beds 1940 1884
Total admissions 86 998 86 197

last month:

Some country hospitals have had to curtail their fee for service
spending budget, with subsequent cuts in the number of operations
being performed in their operations.

Dr Bill Heddle, President of the AMA, a doctor who comes
to Mount Gambier on a regular basis, said last month:

The morale of our country members is very low, especially at
Mount Gambier.

While hospital services are being cut, through a lack of funds
in country hospitals, the number of highly paid bureaucrats
and administrators in the Department of Health has soared—it
has gone from 46 people on a salary of $100 000 a year to a
total of 80, and that is just for administrators; we are not
talking about doctors or specialists. So, despite the Rann
government’s claim at the time of the state election that it
would cut the number of fat cats (to use the government’s
words) by 10 per cent, the number has actually increased by
85 per cent in just two years, and those figures come from the
Auditor-General's Report. | stress that these are health
administrators, not doctors or any other persons treating
patients. So, we are seeing a very significant shift in terms of
more of the funds that are directed into the health system here
in South Australia going towards paying administrators on
very high salaries.

Imagine 80 people in the Department of Health alone and
the associated hospitals being on a salary of $100 000 or
more—an 85 per cent increase. Last year the number of
health administrators increased at a rate almost three times
faster than the increase in the number of nurses in our public
hospitals. Surgery in many of our country hospitals is being
cut. At Mount Gambier, for instance, in the last full financial
year, there was a 26 per cent reduction in the level of surgery
carried out compared with the previous year. At the Millicent
hospital last year, there was a 12 per cent reduction in the
level of surgery carried out compared with the year before.

he Loxton hospital has been forced to cut its surgery load;
in fact, it is estimated that it is now losing up to five oper-
ations a month to Adelaide because of practices that have

en forced upon the Loxton hospital. The Wallaroo hospital
as been forced to stop all joint placement surgery due to the
hortage of funds.

| can report that in my area recently the issue of enormous
aiting lists for surgery has been highlighted. Someone was
géagnosed late last year with two serious cataracts. The

a
W

rsurgeon involved pointed out that, unfortunately, the patient

ould not be able to have the cataract operated on for another
2 months and, in that time, the person was very close to
0sing much of their sight and their driver’s licence and,
§erefore, their independence. Due to my intervention, | am
elighted to say, since this matter has been raised publicly,
suddenly that first operation has been brought forward to
June.
Members interjecting:
TheHon. DEAN BROWN: Well, we know the extent to
which the minister—
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Members interjecting: hospital, an entire new hospital could have been built—in
TheHon. DEAN BROWN: Once | raised these issues, fact, the hospital could have been built about three times for
to save herself further embarrassment, the minister then trigtose funds.

to bring— Then, of course, we have the situation in the Barossa
The Hon. J.W. Weatherill interjecting: Valley, where a commitment was made by the previous
The SPEAKER: Order, the Minister for Families and | jberal government to start design and construction of the
Communities! Barossa Valley hospital in 2005. We know the extent to

TheHon. DEAN BROWN: However, | point out that which the Angaston hospital has been seriously run down. It
that poor individual will still have to wait until the second is a hospital that is not appropriate for redevelopment, yet this
half of next year for the second cataract operation. There igovernment is wasting $300 000 trying to keep it operating
the elderly lady who is on a walking frame, hardly able toeven though it is not fit to continue as a hospital. It needs to
move, on the point of losing her independence, who has bease replaced by a new hospital. The land was bought by the
told she will have to wait about 18 months for a kneeprevious government but this minister will not even give a
replacement. There is a huge human cost to these sorts @mmitment to hold the land that has already been purchased
delays. So bad is the underfunding of public hospitals that lagbr the hospital. | know that the community, and the member

October the chair of the regional chairs group, which coversor Schubert, is very concerned indeed that that land may be
all country public hospitals in South Australia, wrote to thesold off for some other purpose.

Minister for Health saying: | come to the point that was raised just recently by the
The regional chairs were alarmed to be informed that collectivelyminister. The minister said that the health system was stuffed.
the seven country regions have identified a shortfall in recurreMrpnat was an open admission by the minister that she no
bquet .Of in excess of $10 m'”'O,n' - longer has the fight and determination to fix the problems
| highlight that—a shortfall in excess of $10 million. In yithin the health system. It was the minister running up the
another letter to the minister just prior to that, in August of\, hite flag and saying, ‘I surrender; the health system is
last year, the same person, Barbara Hartwig, said that, due {Q ;ffed’ There it was o'n the front paé]efhie Advertiser in
new industrial agreements with nurses in country hospital§ne minister's own words: “The system is stuffed. She no
costs had risen by $3.2 million but only $1 million was beingonger wants to tackle the many problems within the health
compensated by the state government. This then left & siem that she herself and the Rann government have
shortfall of $2.2 million, which clearly meant a cut in ¢reated, such as the record waiting lists for surgery. We now
services; in fact, the letter from Barbara Hartwig says: have 11200 people waiting for surgery here in South
This is most disappointing and will require all regions to consideraystralia, and on top of that there are another 3 700 people
strategies to meet these additional costs including the possm\ﬁlho need orthopaedic surgery but who cannot even get onto
reduction of services. . . the waiting list because they cannot have their initial
Here we have the regional bodies that cover all the Coumr}ippointment with orthopaedic surgeons. So we have this huge

areas of South Australia raising their concerns with the,man cost as a result of the complete mismanagement of the
minister about the shortage of funds and how, as a result @foith system by this minister.

that shortage of funds, services are having to be cut. The
other leaked memo from the general manager of the River-
land region showed that the current budget left the Riverlanﬂl

hospitals with a shortfall of funds of $2.6 million compared Gambier it took the opposition to reveal the fact that the two

with the previous year on a like for like basis. Funds for S . i
; . . ! . mental health nurses providing the services had resigned
hospitals in the Riverland increased by 2.56 per cent, if We ore than two weekspago (thge minister said she didgnot

take into account the extra pay period this year, but the acm?éalise it had occurred). There was no service and patients

costs increased by about 6 per cent. As such, there was : . X
effective cut of about 3 per cent to the budgets of hospitalgr%;fmr;?]\;mg to be flown to Adelaide to get appropriate

throughout the Riverland area, which was then reflected by .
There are many other issues as well and | could go on and

other hospitals throughout the country areas of South L= . SO
Australia. P g y on to highlight the extent to which this minister has created

A similar situation exists with funds for rebuilding our the problems within the health system. She failed to spend the

hospitals and providing new medical equipment—it is callecrapital works budget and has created that enormous waiting
the capital works budget for health. Under the last LiberaliSt of 11 200 people, plus the other 3 700 who cannot get
government, that budget was $147 million. Last year, undepnto the waiting list. She has failed to spend the money in the
the Rann government, the capital works budget was $130 mif@Pital works area, even though those funds are crucially
lion—already a reduction of $17 million. Then, lo and Needed. | have made speeches in this parliament before about
behold, they did not spend $35 million of those funds. They}he enormous delay in building mental health facilities in a
spent only $95 million of the $130 million allocated by the "umber of our hospitals. She now says out of the blue—

parliament and, therefore, ended up spending $50 million led¥Ving said almost 12 months ago that Glenside would
than the previous Liberal government had spent. remain part of the mental health system—when it was leaked

This is having a serious impact on country hospitals. py the opposition, that she will close Glenside. | support the
know of country hospitals that cannot replace their steriliserdotion.
| know of country hospitals that have had other important Time expired.
equipment break down, and they have complained bitterly.
We know that there are some areas where the country MsChapman: The minister wants to speak: she wants to
hospitals need to be redeveloped. Naracoorte, for examplegsign.
has been asking for a redevelopment. If that $35 millionthat The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Bragg knows
was not spent last year had been spent at the Naracoottet she should not breach standing orders.

Of course, the other crucial area has been the collapse of
ental health services across the state, particularly in the
etropolitan area and here in Mount Gambier. In Mount
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TheHon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health): | wish McKEE, Hon. D.H., DEATH
to move an amendment.
Ms Chapman: Plead for mercy! TheHon. M.D. RANN (Premier): | move:
The SPEAKER: The member for Bragg was warned  That this house expresses its deep regret at the death of the
earlier. She is in dangerous territory. Hon. David Hugh McKee, a former member of the House of
The Hon. Dean Brown interjecting: Assembly, and places on record its appreciation of his long and

. P meritorious service; and that, as a mark of respect, the sitting of the
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Finniss has had h?use be suspended until the ringing of the bells.

his chance. He should show other members the courtesy o ) )
listening. I' was saddened to hear yesterday of the passing of David
TheHon. L. STEVENS: He also had his chance as McKee. He died very early on Wednesday morning at the St
minister, and we know what happened then. Louis Nursing Home in the Adelalde suburb of Parkside,
Mr Goldsworthy: He was the best minister in the history 2Ving celebrated his 86th birthday on Sunday. Mr McKee
of the state. was a ]_qbor Party stalwart, a very competent parllamentarlqn
TheHon. L. STEVENS: | move: and minister. He was a member of this house from 1959 until
Delete all words after ‘this house’ and replace with ‘congratulate%?;\ig?ldgsfvrg?: n? :r:'? ﬁ,g]n;nisgt%fg Il%t;osulrjgpoc: én\?;;ir\s,/\;ﬁ éﬂ?
the Rann Labor government for its commitment to country areas b L L .
increasing funding to record levels since coming to government. IK00K over as minister for labour. In a way, it is appropriate
particular, the house notes that during the 2004-05 financial yedhat we are marking his contribution during this sitting in
country health services were allocated $309 million compared to jus{lount Gambier, because David McKee really was a product

$273 million for 2001-02 under the previous government. The hous ; ; ;
also notes that in the 2004-05 mid year budget review countr@ fand a great representative of regional South Australia.

funding received a further $71.5 million over four years, as well as ~ Fittingly for a son of the labour movement, he was born
an additional $5.4 million for minor capital works and equipmentinon 1 May—Mayday—in 1919 in the Queensland town of

South Australian country hospitals. Wondai, a town that incidentally is just a stone’s throw north
TheHon. DEAN BROWN: On a point of order, it has of Kingaroy, the resting place and former home of the late
been unacceptable in the past in this chamber to delete &ueensland Premier Sir Joh Bjelke-Petersen. Mr McKee had
words after ‘that this house’ and then introduce an entirelya typically tough depression-era start to life. He left school
new motion. If the minister wishes to introduce that matterat 13 and did whatever was going just to earn a living. This
she should do so by a motion moved in private membersgncluded ring barking, horse breaking and, particularly,
time. That is not an alteration to the motion but an entirelyboxing, the latter becoming a life-long passion. Indeed, he
new motion. was at one stage a member of the legendary Jimmy Sharman
The SPEAK ER: The member is going beyond a point of Boxing Tent, which travelled the countryside in the 1930s.
order. For the guidance of the house, the view from the cha¥Vhen older, he would have a full-sized boxing ring set up in
is that, as well as the requirement for relevancy, the amendhe back yard of his house in Port Pirie, and for a long time
ment must not be a direct negative of the motion before th8e trained local boxers and was involved in the state Amateur
house. The proper course of action for a member directlfgoxing Board.
opposed to a motion is to vote against it and not to try to  Like many young men of his era, David McKee’s life
amend it, although a member may propose a wreckinghanged dramatically with the onset of the Second World
amendment designed to blunt its effectiveness. Amendmentar in 1939. He served with the AlF in Greece (in Crete) and
which seek to delete all the words in a motion after the wordn Palestine, and then had a second stint in New Guinea. In
‘that’ often radically change the nature of the propositionbetween, he came to Adelaide for an army bivouac and met
before the house. As long as they are relevant to the questidis wife-to-be, Rhonda. Sadly, Rhonda McKee passed away
and avoid the pitfall of directly negativing it, they are in two years ago. After he was demobbed from the army, Dave
order. That is from the standing orders of the New Zealanénd Rhonda managed hotels, and Mr McKee worked in
parliament, which are taken to be a guide in this issue. Asinderground mines in Tennant Creek in the Northern
long as the minister is not seeking to directly negate th&erritory. His work in the union movement began while
whole thrust of the motion— working at Radium Hill in South Australia’s north, the place
TheHon. DEAN BROWN: The original motion states where he became famous locally for running the two-up game
that this house condemns the government and the minister the pub on a Sunday afternoon—a game very dear to the
amendment now states that this house congratulates the Rameart of the Attorney-General and Minister for Justice.
government. If that is not a direct negative of the original Eventually, he became an organiser for the Australian
motion, | will go home. Workers Union, and his parliamentary career began in 1959
The SPEAKER: The central issue is about the funding when he became the member for Port Pirie. He was re-elected
for hospital services. The chair takes the view that, as lontp the seat in 1962, in 1965 with the election of the Walsh
as there is no negation of the central thrust— Labor government, and then again in 1968. He was re-elected
Members interjecting: again in 1970 and 1973 when the seat was simply called Pirie.
The SPEAK ER: That is the interpretation of parliaments As a junior member of this house, he earned a reputation for
around the world. There must be a direct negation of thelirectness, practicality and dedication to the broader labour
central thrust of the motion, which is about funding for movement. As one observer wrote:
hospital services in the country. If someone sought to change Dave was an ex-boxer with a rough and tumble AWU union
it to talk about something completely different, that would berecord in rough and tumble Port Pirie. His main claim to fame was
out of order. Members can think about the matter over theifhat he had guided through parliament a private member’s bill lifting
baguette. the ban on greyhound racing in South Australia.
Debate adjourned. A glimpse of Mr McKee’s maiden speech in July 1959
showed him to be thoughtful and conscientious. In common
[Sitting suspended from 1 to 2 p.m.] with his former colleague Gabe Bywaters, whom we
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honoured in this place in November, Mr McKee demonstratwill be remembered as one of the most colourful members of
ed great concern for the survival of regional South Australiaparliament since the Second World War.
He told the house that the potential of Port Pirie should be Certainly, members of Dave McKee’s family can feel very
better recognised and he warned that, if the then Playforgroud of the outstanding leadership that Dave McKee
government did not change its policy on the decentralisatioprovided to South Australian workers, and particularly to the
of industry, South Australia would soon be home to what hepeople of the Port Pirie region. With other members on this
called ghost towns. He also addressed in that speech one isside of the house, and | am sure all members of this house,
that remains topical today, and that is transport infrastructuré.commend Dave McKee’s contribution to the state of South
In particular, he bemoaned the parlous physical state of PoAustralia. May he rest in peace.
Pirie’s wharves. He advocated the deepening of the harbour
at Port Pirie for shipping and he urged the speedy standardi- TheHon. R.G. KERIN (L eader of the Opposition): On
sation of the rail gauge between Port Pirie and Broken Hillbehalf of the Liberal Party, | second the Premier’s condolence
Around parliament, Mr McKee was approachable andnotion and express our regret at the passing of the Hon.
always good for a yarn, and he was one of the best snook&avid Hugh McKee MP, former minister of the Crown and
players on the Labor side of the house. Anyone who hagiember for Port Pirie. | wish to place on record our appreci-
visited Parliament House in Adelaide can see the resul@tion of his distinguished public service. Mr Speaker, | ask
boards of the snooker tournaments and can see Mr McKeetbat you convey to Mr McKee’s family our deepest sympa-
name, along with many other famous names from both sidg$ies and appreciation for the contribution that he made to the
of the house. Clearly, it was a very vigorous competition. State since his election to the House of Assembly in 1959.
An honourable member interjecting: Born in Wondai, Queensland, a former miner, boxer and
The Hon. M.D. RANN: In fact, Ren DeGaris, who was the union organiser for the Australian Workers Union, he
a member of the upper house and who comes from the Southegan his political career in 1959 when he won the seat of
East, was one of the most famous snooker players from theort Pirie, a seat he would hold for more than 16 years until
other side of parliament. Dave McKee entered the Dunstahis retirementin 1975. After serving five years in the AlF in
ministry in November 1970 when it was expanded to 1the Middle East, Greece, Crete and New Guinea, Mr McKee
members. During his five years as minister for labour angettled in South Australia with his wife and two children. As
industry, he was perhaps best known for what was thean active member of the Port Pirie community, Mr McKee
considered a radical rewriting of the state’s industrialserved as chairman of the Mid North Soccer Association and
relations laws. Those changes brought about earlier versio@s a member of the Port Pirie branch of the Mentally
of today’s workers’ compensation system—I think it wasRetarded Children’s Society. Mr McKee served on the
called workman’s compensation in those days—a systerparliamentary committee dealing with subordinate legislation,
which has since become broader and more sophisticated ahd was chairman of the select committee investigating safety,
which has ultimately enjoyed at least some measure diealth and welfare in industry and commerce, and he was also
bipartisan support. the chairman of the select committee on sex discrimination.
On industrial relations, Mr McKee's approach was After more than 10 years on the backbench, Mr McKee
straightforward yet measured. In 1974, when a small numbewvas made the 10th Minister in the Dunstan cabinet in 1970.
of radical unionists raised the ire of legendary Labor figureHe took on the challenging role of minister for labour and
Clive Cameron, he defended unions overall. In the Adelaidéndustry. Mr McKee is credited with guiding through
News he said: parliament a private member’s bill to lift the ban on grey-
We're always going to have some odd people in the trade unioRound racing in South Australia and the Workers Compensa-
movement but it's a bloody good movement and you can't hold it totion Act 1971, and he played a significant role in the changes
ransom because of a few odd people. to Friday night shopping laws. In his maiden speech in July
Later he told that same newspaper that Australian worker$959, he warned there would be some ghost towns in South
must pull their weight and contribute a fair day’s work for a Australia unless government policies on decentralisation were
fair day’s pay. ‘If you want to prosper,’ he said, ‘a slipshod changed. | am sure he would be very pleased to see the
approach to the job cannot be tolerated.’ growing awareness of that need over the past decade or so to
After Mr McKee's retirement from the ministry and from make sure that our country towns continue to thrive, and that
parliament in 1975, he remained a very active man—and hparliament is this week actually sitting in a regional centre.
was still very much a boy from the bush. He loved packing | particularly pass on my condolences to Dave McKee'’s
everything into his Ford station wagon and heading tason, Colin, whom many of us have come to know in recent
Coopers Creek for a spot of fishing. He would usually do sgears. Dave McKee, whose electorate is now part of my own
alone except for his loyal old blue healer, Gus. enlarged electorate of Frome, was a very colourful local
I would like to take this opportunity to extend my sincere character. Over the years, | have heard many stories which
condolences to the family of David McKee, and in particularreinforce my impression of Dave as a passionate, outgoing
to his son Colin McKee, also a former member of parliamentand fearless character. His advocacy of his union membership
and a former member of this house; his daughter Laneen; ascasionally spilled from the work force into other venues
well as his two grandchildren and two great grandchildrenwhere bosses and workers mingled with sometimes colourful
Everyone is saddened by his passing. results. Certainly, my father probably witnessed a couple of
When | first came to work in this place in the late 1970s,0ccasions about which he has told me the stories.
the stories of Dave McKee were legendary. He was a pugilist There is no doubt that Dave McKee was a real character
in every sense of the word. Indeed, the parliamentarpoth in parliament and in the Mid North of the state. | am
chamber and its environs became a ring for his particulasure that all members present will join me in paying respects
brand of colourful exchanges. But he was someone who was the late Mr Kee and acknowledging the very worthy
respected by both sides of the house. There were greapntribution that he made to our state. Certainly, our condo-
characters around in those days, as there are today, andlkaces go to his surviving family at the sad time.
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TheHon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Environment and  close down Friday night trading in the outer metropolitan
Conservation): It is with sadness that | rise to support the area. There used to be the famous Lazy Lamb butcher shop
condolence motion moved by the Premier and supported kgt the top of O’Halloran Hill, where everyone went to buy
the Leader of the Opposition. | would like to put on the good quality cheap lamb on Friday evenings. The trouble was
record my sympathies to the McKee family, particularly tothat Dave had to stand for this move but 70 per cent of the
Colin McKee, at this time of loss. | got to know Dave McKee population loved late night trading on Friday nights after
extremely well over a period of time, particularly in the early 5 o’clock. So, Dave was sent on the impossible mission of
1980s, when | was the Labor candidate in 1982 for the sedtying to sell this to the community and failed completely, but
of Mitcham. It was an un-winnable seat, but | was trying tothat really did not worry Dave. He got on and did his task,
show that | could run a reasonable campaign. Colin McKee—and always did it very effectively in a very down-to-earth

TheHon. R.G. Kerin: Before you were a candidate? manner.

TheHon. J.D. HILL: | was the candidate. Colin McKee When | came into the parliament in 1973 | took a particu-
was a state organiser of the Labor Party and was assisting nlat interest in industrial legislation, and | can remember many
| remember that on one occasion | was out door knocking; tlebates across the house on workers’ compensation (it was
had arranged to meet Colin mid-afternoon in a pub in the areaorkmen’s compensation in those days). | can remember
to get some further instructions. | turned up at the hotel andebates on the industrial legislation, and some of those
he was there with his father David: needless to say, there wakebates went well into the night. On one occasion that | can
not a lot more door knocking done that day. But | did spendecall we continued the debate right through to breakfast time.
the afternoon in great company and had a very amusing aridhink we took about three or four nights to get through the
enjoyable time because, as has been said, Dave had a grearkers’ compensation legislation alone, with deadlocked
sense of humour. He was a great character. conferences between the two houses of parliament, and it was

There are some extraordinary stories told about him, andery tense and an enormous amount of work. In those days
| assume that some of them must be true, but they all canngbu did not have weeks when the house did not sit. You sat
be true. There is one great story told about Dave’s doofor three days of the week (Tuesday, Wednesday and
knocking. | do not know whether it is true. He was apparentlyThursday) from when parliament started at the beginning of
door knocking: he knocked on a door, a young boy came téugust right through to early December. There was only one
the door and Dave said, ‘I'd like to see your Mum and Dad.’non-sitting week, and that was for the Royal Adelaide Show.
The boy was rather rude and said, ‘They are not in,’ ofTowards the end of November tempers were becoming
something that offended him in some way, so Dave clippedrayed, particularly with many hours of sitting well into the
him around the ear and said, ‘Tell your mum and dad that aight and after midnight.

Liberal candidate just called.’ | am not too sure whether that | remember Dave with great fondness. He was down-to-

is apocryphal but it is probably not to be followed in theseearth, he was a realist, and he represented his area of Port

days of political correctness. He was a great Labor man and®irie extremely well. My condolences go to Colin and other

as has been said, he was a very hard-working man. He realigembers of the family, and to his friends—and he had

came from the school of hard knocks and, | guess, in mangnany—for the loss of someone of whom they can be very

ways, he was also a hard man. He learnt to do politics thproud in terms of his contribution to his electorate and to the

really hard way. He was a very genuine person who caregeople of South Australia.

passionately about South Australia and his community. | say

to his family—particularly Colin, whom | know very well— TheHon. SW.KEY (Minister for Employment,

that we are very saddened by his passing. Training and Further Education): | also support this
motion. | very much enjoyed having the opportunity of

TheHon. DEAN BROWN (Deputy Leader of the  getting to know David McKee, particularly through the trade
Opposition): | support the motion also. | support the union movement, at the Trades and Labour Council. How-
comments of the Premier, the minister, the Leader of thever, | knew him better through going to the Trades Hall bar
Opposition and, | am sure, other members. | was fortunate tthan from going to other places in Trades Hall. He was
spend one term with Dave in the house, because Dave wagartainly a very important part of that culture at the time. |
real character. He was one of the great characters of thalso remember him very fondly through his involvement with
parliament over the years: a number of incidents occurred ithe Labour Day celebrations committee (with the Hon.
the parliament with Dave, and | will not dare to talk aboutGeorge Weatherill), which was quite a force in those days,
them here. Dave was extremely frank and open in what hevhen floats and a lot of celebration was associated with
said. In November 1970, Don Dunstan wanted to appoint &abour Day. | was also a member of the May Day committee
tenth minister to the cabinet—if you look at the ministry now,and there was some disagreement on issues between the
that is just a fraction of its size—and he wanted the yound.abour Day celebrations committee and the May Day
academic Don Hopgood to be that tenth minister. So they hatbmmittee: David made it very clear that he thought the
a caucus meeting and, lo and behold, eight people nominatéébour Day committee was the more important.
for this extra cabinet position and this young academic from | also had the pleasure of having David and Rhonda as
the university whom Don Dunstan wanted did not get upmembers of the Bragg sub-branch, of which | was a member.
Instead, Dave McKee got up. If you knew Don and Dave| remember when we had the election for the position of
they were complete opposites in every sense of the term. fpresident of the Bragg Labor sub-branch, and | won that
fact, when this occurred, a journalist asked Dave whether higosition. It was a hotly contested election, and | won by two
caucus victory was a win for the unionists over the acadenvotes. David and Rhonda made it quite clear that they were
ics, and Dave replied with typical bluntness, ‘It could be, ifthe reason why | managed to become president of the Bragg
you want to put it that way.’ sub-branch the next year. | also know Colin McKee, having

Dave then went on to become the minister in charge of albeen involved in election campaigns with him, particularly
industrial legislation. One of the first things he did was toan election for his own seat, as was the Minister for Infra-
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structure. | remember that campaign very clearly, as thbe came from, namely Port Pirie and surrounding areas, with
minister would. | also had the benefit of getting to knowgreat dignity and skill.
Colin over the years, as well as other members of the family.

|, too, want to put on the record my condolences to the \jr vENNING (Schubert): With some sadness, | rise to
family, particularly to Colin. support this condolence motion moved by the Premier. |
knew Dave and Rhonda McKee well as they were residents
TheHon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): Like the deputy leader, of Port Pirie when | lived at Crystal Brook. | often saw David
I served in the parliament with the late David McKee. Whensocially, but | saw him more often when he became the famed
| arrived in the parliament, | found that | had many traitsmember for Port Pirie. My father and Dave McKee were
similar to his. He was a practical man, and he representegblleagues on opposite sides of this house; they knew each
those great attributes of the Australian Workers Union—other very well. They were sparring partners in every sense
development, mining, road construction and all those sort abf the word, as has been hinted at by the deputy leader and
things—which are good for South Australia. He stood foralso by my colleague the member for Stuart; | do not think
them, and he was a fine upstanding member of that organjve need to put it on the record here. It was a very interesting
sation. Of course, he was also known to have a drink, othestory. | am sure that they could be discussing this right now,
than on a hot day. Of course, | could relate some stories thigecause they are now both together up there. | also served
circulated round the corridors of Parliament House, butyith David's son Colin, and we got on very well—better than
perhaps on another occasion. However, he did distinguisur fathers did, | think.
himself in the corridors. Having come from the shearing . . . .
industry, | had many chats with him, and he gave me some | recall standing allt the plolllng booth in the mld-lseoshas
good advice. He said, ‘Always remember where you camé& Yey young Liberal at Solomontown and, worse than that,

from and, if in doubt, back the party, because you are goin :]Telr:jnyson at a_lt?ﬁ.Oth behind thettsmelt_e;stxvhere nt(')l Iéberal
to have a few friends,’and it was good advice. | extend m ould ever go. Things were pretly quiet thereé until Lave

conddences t s fanily parictia 1 Coln. who hasich = P, S ey Lot p Heas
property and investments in my electorate. :

day that someone called him a Communist. They never called
. . . him that again. He was not a Communist, for the record. |
TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Administrative = peyer agreed with his politics, but he was a good bloke. He
Services): | also support the motion. I acknowledge all the,, o5 totally consistent—you always knew where you were
previous speakers, and | agree w!th everything t.hat has beghih Dave McKee. He was very much a larger-than-life
said. Dave McKee was a good friend, a fantastic characteg,aracter. My family and 1, particularly my mother, Shirley,
avery generous person and a real knock-about bloke. He waghress to Colin, his sister and his granddaughters, and their

agreat representative of working-class men and women. Hg oy friends, our sincere condolences. He served his
understood people, and he cared about them. As the Premigl -ades. his constituents and his party well.

has said, he was a member of the Australian Workers Union,
and he was also an elected official of that union, serving in .
The SPEAKER: The chair, on behalf of all members,

Port Pirie, which in those days was very much a working- . ;
y y J xtends condolences to the family and friends of the Hon.

class town, and probably still is, to a large degree. Of coursf) ; ; ) .
in Port Pirie, the AWU has thrown up great representative .aV'd McKee. | ask membefs to stand in their places in a
gilent tribute to the Hon. David McKee.

for both the federal and state parliaments. In addition to Dav
McKee, there was, of course, the great Mick Young and also Motion carried by members standing in their places in
Jimmy Dunsford. He was a very colourful personality. silence.

As has been said by the member for Stuart, Dave was a
person on whom you could always rely for good advice— PARLIAMENT HOUSE. DANGEROUS
very logical and sound advice. He provided it to me and he SUBSTANéE
was a great friend of my father’s as well. He was an outstand-
ing minister for labour and industry and a great supporter of 1he SPEAKER: Before calling on the business of the
the racing indusf[ry. He had_great mates all around Australiqjay, members may be aware that there was an emergency this
He walked tall with people like Don Dunstan, Des Corcoranyqrning at Parliament House in Adelaide. During routine
Hugh Hudson, Mick Young, Jack Wright and Keith Plunkett, yaintenance work on the air-conditioning system, a still
justto name a few, although there were many others as we{lnigentified powdered substance was found in the Speaker’s
Whether it be the family—because he was a great familyjining room. Emergency services were alerted and attended,
man—opolitics, his great passion for boxing or the broadeby 5 sample of the substance has been taken away for
area of sport and racing, he really was passionate about lifgna)ysis. The building was not evacuated—and members will

| express my sympathies to Colin McKee, who is also abe pleased to know that the sitting of the Legislative Council
friend, and his family. | support all the comments that havewas not interrupted.
been made, particularly by the Premier and the Leader of the
Opposition. | very much enjoyed the comments made by the
members for Finniss and Stuart. It is wonderful to hear from COMMERCIAL FISHING NETS
them, their having served in the same parliament as Dave
McKee. He was a great advocate for working class people.
He was a great representative, whether it be in the parliame
or as an elected official of his union and his people, and P
think we can all have great confidence that Dave McKee ha¥
served the people of South Australia, particularly the region Petition received.

A petition signed by 16 008 residents of South Australia,
guesting the house to urge the government to ban the use
commercial fishing nets within the Gulf of St. Vincent,
as presented by Mr Meier.
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ALCOHOLIC DRINKS, SALE consider funding legal representation for the Humphrey
family. | have now taken advice on ways of doing this and
A petition signed by 1 101 residents of South Australia,can advise the house that the Victims of Crime Act authorises
requesting the house to amend the Liquor Licensing Act 199the Attorney-General to make an ex gratia payment for the
to allow sealed alcoholic drinks to be sold in food shops suchenefit of victims of crime. Such a payment is not limited to
as supermarkets and delicatessens, was presented \igtims who have been injured. Ex gratia payments can assist

Mr Hanna. victims to overcome the effects of a crime or to advance the
Petition received. interests of victims. | refer the house to the statements made
by the Hon. K.T. Griffin on 16 May 2001 during the debate
ROAD SAFETY GRANTSSCHEME on the Victims of Crime Bill. He said:
. The bill goes further than the present act in another respect. It
TheHon. P.F. CONLON (Minister for Transport): |  adds a new power to make discretionary payments to victims who
seek leave to make a ministerial statement. do not assert that they have suffered an injury at all but who seek

financial assistance to overcome the effects of a crime. These

Leave granted. el ~TTe¢
. . applications can be made by letter and it will not be necessary to
TheHon. PF. CONLON: | wish to make a statement issue court proceedings. These will not be lump sum payments in

concerning the community road safety grants scheme and itscognition of harm as other ex gratia payments may be, but
success in supporting localised road safety initiatives througpayments towards particular identified expenses which, in the

South Australia. Community road safety groups were invited\tlorney-General's opinion, have been necessitated by the offence
and will help the victim recover. An application will be considered

to apply for funding for local road safety initiatives to the J'its merits by the Attorney-General or his delegate.

Department of Transport and Urban Planning. | am please is a matter for the commissioner, Gregory James QC, as to
to announce that 14 community road safety groups wer S gory J T O
hether members of the victim’'s family, including Di

successful in gaining funds for 18 separate initiatives. Mosl.. - . .
of these are based in rural areas, where we have 14 dedicat HCh“St' are granted rights of appearance before the royal

enifusiasic groups working (onards Tocal road safety TTISSON S A0t of epeeance s rrtec o e
outcomes supported by Transport SA personnel. Thi§ ’

lication for an ex gratia payment pursuant to the Victims
represents a total of $60 828 awarded to those 14 groups fg??:rime Act. If such gn appﬁic)gtion ispmade | will consider
a wide range of projects that have been developed locally ca Iicatibn on its merits at the time ’
respond to local issues. pp )

Let me provide some examples of the types of program PAPER TABLED
that will be implemented as a result of these grants. The
Naracoorte-Lucindale community road safety group will  The following paper was laid on the table:
provide a subsidy to 100 young people in that district to By the Minister for Education and Children's Services
undertake a defensive driving techniques course. In the spififjon. J.D. Lomax-Smith)—

of community activities like these, the program will also Education and Children’s Services, Department of—

involve two local schools and the Rotary Club. The Wattle Report 2004.
Range Road Safety Group has also been successful in
obtaining funds to subsidise this course for local young QUESTION TIME
drivers.
In another innovative program receiving a grant, the APY LANDS

Tatiara Road Safety Group will be working in conjunction

with local heavy vehicles transport companies, which will  the Hon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition): Has
display a road safety message on their vehicles. These wWilhe premier broken all three undertakings made to Professor
address _the fata_l five: drink dnvmg, fatigue, speed, seat beﬂowitja O’Donoghue, which have frustrated her efforts to
use and inattention. Mount Gambier Road Safety Group hag,nrove living conditions in the AP lands? THelvertiser

had great success with a similar program funded by thesl%day has stated:

grants preVIously. As | mentioned, 18 projects in all ha\(e Professor O’Donoghue said she was given three specific
been funded. This grants program demonstrates that not jugtertakings by Mr Rann:

local communities are concerned about road safety but thatfull-time coordinator would be on the AP lands by Christmas last
they are also prepared to do something about it. All theear. _

groups that have been awarded grants are to be commendg; ioPsrgtTi]clﬁlr would update people on the lands through the local
for their |n|t|at|V(? and ha_rd work. This is a_lso an example OTA review of the Pitjantjatjara Lands Rights Act would be completed
the government’s commitment to supporting local communiyy Anzac Day this year.

ties. Each of the road safety groups that have been successfid O’Donoghue said Mr Rann had broken all three undertakings
will be notified of their success over the coming week and made to her.

wish them every success. On ABC Radio Professor O’Donoghue said:
The government will tell you about the programs they have in
McGEE, Mr E. place. | told the Premier and | will tell you that they gild the lily all

the time about what is happening up there, and it is not happening
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): | seek  atall.
leave to make a ministerial statement. TheHon. M.D. RANN (Premier): | was informed that
Leave granted. | would be given this question from the Leader of the
TheHon. M .J. ATKINSON: Yesterday | informed the Opposition, so | am very happy to reply. Lowitja O’'Donog-
house that, although it was not the government’s intention tbue claims that she was given three specific undertakings: a
fund from taxpayers’ money lawyers to represent all thosédull-time coordinator to be on the lands by Christmas last
people affected by royal commission, the government woulgear; the Premier would update people on the lands through
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the local radio station; and a review of the Pitjantjatiara Land There has been a dramatic increase in school attendance.

Rights Act would be completed by Anzac Day this year. In | am told that in 2002 the secondary school attendance rate

response to these specific issues, the state and commonwealthwas 64.3 per cent; in 2004 it had risen to 76.4 per cent;

governments have worked together to ensure that a coordinat- An additional psychiatric nurse;

ing position is in place with the full support of Anangu and - Physiotherapists;

that this properly supported place manager will commence Family support workers;

next month. - Provision of services and equipment for disabled people,
| had a meeting with Amanda Vanstone. We thought that and disability services officer training for local people;

it was ideal to have a coordinator who coordinated on behalf Policing has been improved with a permanent presence on

of both the federal and the state governments and will oversee the lands of seven police, including an inspector of police.

both state and commonwealth service delivery on the lands SAPOL is establishing night patrols in community

and provide advice in relation to what is happening on the

lands directly to the state and commonwealth governments.

I want to commend the federal Liberal Minister for Abori-
ginal Affairs for her excellent cooperation in this regard.
| also inform the house that | have provided a written

statement that was read out in language and on PY Media

relating to the review of the Pitjantjatjara Land Rights Act. -
The acting minister has also written to each of the communi-

communities. Compare that with the record of the
previous government that did not give a damn about
Aboriginal people in the Pitjantjatjara lands;

The airstrips are being upgraded and the water quality
improved through the installation of UV water disinfec-
tion equipment;

Native gardens have been established providing training
and sustainable employment;

ties on the lands in relation to this and provided a statement The healthy food stores policy is improving the availabili-
to be relayed through PY Media. State government agencies ty of nutritious and healthy food in local stores.

have been requested to provide regular updates on thedo, | can say that a great deal has occurred on the lands.
activities via PY Media. | am also aware of other statementgvhen | went to the lands, people were telling me that they
that have been read out. The review of the Pitjantjatjara Lan@gianted police on the ground, not off the lands: they wanted
Rights Act is well under way. Written submissions werepolice to protect their children and the women.

called and the APY executive held the first round of com-  Mr Brokenshire interjecting:

munity consultations two weeks ago. The SPEAKER: | warn the member for Mawson.

Three major meetings across the lands were well attended The Hon. M.D. RANN: | was told that they wanted
and, we are informed, generally well received. The inforfunding for arts centres in the lands for hundreds of women
mation gathered has been drawn together by the AP¥nd girls who are involved in a series of arts programs, and
executive and state government and a second round ¢fave funded those as well.
community consultations will be held during the week of 23
May. The amended act will then be brought to parliament as
soon as possible. It has been important throughout this
process to ensure that Anangu are properly consulted and that Mr SNELLING (Playford): Can the Premier confirm
their views are taken into account. This has resulted in a morigat Her Excellency the Governor has today appointed a
lengthy process than initially anticipated. | should say thatommissioner with sufficient terms of reference to undertake
last year | was accused of being a bull in a china shop, ofin inquiry into key aspects of the investigation into offences
overriding local concerns and of not properly consulting.by Eugene McGee and his subsequent trial?

Now | am being accused of consulting too much, apparently. The Hon. M.D. RANN (Premier): | can say in response

Particularly close relations between the state and commote the previous ministerial statement that personally | would
wealth have been critical to putting in place in a comprehenbe very happy to contribute financially to the cost of a lawyer
sive and coordinated way the structures that will ultimatelyif that would assist the victim’s family, and | know that other
lead to much better outcomes for the people of the APYnembers on this side of the house would be as well. | am sure
lands. In his most recent inquest findings, the Coronethat there are decent lawyers—and there are many of them—
(Wayne Chivell) indicates that the current approach bywho would be prepared to do the work for nothing to assist
government has achieved much more impetus, that ‘I have rihe family.
doubt that this has resulted in much more concerted action’ | can confirm that today Her Excellency the Governor in
and that ‘the early signs are good.’ He also indicates that thExecutive Council appointed Gregory Reginald James QC as
impetus achieved thus far must be maintained in the medium commissioner to undertake an inquiry into the investigation
and long term. of offences committed by McGee and his trial. The govern-

Because members opposite apparently do have an interesent is confident that the terms of reference, which | outlined
in this area, although it was not really evident when they wer¢o the house on Tuesday this week, will enable a thorough
in government, let me outline what has been happening on trend speedy inquiry.
lands. Some of the programs that are up and running and | have made it abundantly clear that the government will
providing activity for vulnerable young people include: favourably consider any request from the Commissioner to
- Properly supported youth workers in each community; broaden the terms of reference if he considers this necessary

Homelands horse breaking and horsemanship progranmice he has commenced his inquiry. So, if he needs extra

for camel and horse mustering for young petrol snifferspowers, if he wants to widen the terms of reference, all he has

School holiday programs with ‘deadly treadly’ and bicycleto do is to say so and that will be done.

repairs; I understand that staff are working towards placing a

Two swimming pools to be placed on the lands in Mimili notice in the weekend paper inviting submissions to the royal

and Amata by the end of this year, with a no-school nocommission. Hearings may commence as early as next week.

pool rule—and that is also about getting better healttOfficers of the Attorney-General’'s Department currently are
outcomes; working with the Commissioner to engage counsel assisting

McGEE, Mr E.



2546 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Thursday 5 May 2005

and other legal and administrative support for the Commissiders necessary and practicable for the reform of any law,
sioner. Arrangements are also being made to secure suitalgeactice or procedure arising from his findings. The govern-
accommodation. | was amused but not surprised to hear someent has covered all the issues, and | thank the member for
members of the opposition claim that the focus of the royaHeysen for her support when she told the house on Tuesday
commission was too narrow. The shadow attorney-generathat our views about McGee appeared to be largely warrant-
Robert Lawson, in his usual politically duplicitous responseed.

has said tha_t he wants— TheHon. |.P. Lewis. What about his evil criminal
Members interjecting: _ ~ connections and the victims—
TheHon. M.D. RANN: No, you listen to what he said  The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Hammond is out
and work it out for yourselves. of order.

Mr BRINDAL: I rise on a point of order, Mr Speaker. In . thaHon. M.D. RANN: On the other hand. he does not
fact, | have two points of order, sir. The first is offering seem to be able to make up his mind on,critical issues
comment in answer to a question. The second is that | be"evﬁfecting the justice system in the state.
former speaker Lewis ruled that it was a grave discourtesy to The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Point of order. It is a
this house to set up a question which should be offered intgontraventién of standing order 08 )

the house in the form of a ministerial statement. This is a very )
important statement and should have been presented a%&TheSPEAKER' The latter part was not so much debate,

ministerial statement. ! t there was an earlier part wher_e the Premier was getting
The SPEAK ER: Order! The member is going beyond a into debate. The bulk of the last bit was not debate.
point of order. | do not believe the Premier has strayed from
answering the question at this point. HOSPITALS, MOUNT GAMBIER
TheHon. M.D. RANN: Thank you, sir. The shadow
attorney-general has said that he wants a comprehensi
examination into the investigation and prosecution, but h
does not want to revisit the verdict or sentence. Just wh

does he want? On the one hand, he said there was a need for. . . o ;
an inquiry, and then said that | was sleazy for establishing eing diverted to the Queen Elizabeth Hospital in Adelaide?

inquiry. | established a royal commission, and then he cries, he _opposntlont_haftbeetn ad;"sﬁﬁ tf'\1/|at S()tnée pltj)blchpatle_tntls
‘cover-up.’ Does that make any sense? This guy should ggacewlng outpatienttreatment at the viount loambiér Hospita

back to conveyancing. The Liberal opposition is engaged ifre being required to sign Medicare bulk billing claim forms

. h . s . _which are then submitted to Canberra for payment. This step
?aorlrl]tillg:/al posturing without any regard for victims and their is required by the hospital in instances where these public

Members interjecting: patients are treated by fly-in general surgeons from the Queen
The SPEAKER: Order! Point of order. The Deputy Elizabeth Hospital.

TheHon. DEAN BROWN (Deputy Leader of the
pposition): My question is to the Minister for Health. Is the
ount Gambier Hospital being used by the state government
|iIIegaIIy obtain commonwealth funds, and are these funds

Leader. In checking with the federal government, | have been
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: It is clearly a debate in @dvised that all public patients treated at public hospitals
contravention of standing order 98. throughout Australia are funded under the Australian health

The SPEAKER: Yes. | was distracted for a minute care agreement. The opposition has been further advised that

talking to the Clerk. The Premier should not debate thdlédicare payments obtained by this rort are then being
answer. | think he should wind up his answer. directed to the Queen Elizabeth Hospna!. My inquiries

TheHon. M.D. RANN: The member for Heysen does not throggh Canb_erra _conﬂrme_d that the hospltal’_s_practl(_:e of
appear to agree with her colleagues. On Tuesday she told tfAYiring _publlc patients to sign Medlcare_bulk billing claims
house that the issues which need to be considered are: th¥ outpatient services thatare alree}dy beln_g funded under the
failure to breath-test McGee, what the Zisimou brothers toldtUstralian health care agreement is a serious breach of that
the police, and why Professor McFarlane's psychiatricdreement. . o .
evidence was not contested. Well, that is exactly what they The SPEAKER: Before calling the minister, | point out
are asking the Royal Commissioner to do. Those issues ari@t there was clear comment in that question. The word ‘rort’
others will be examined by Commissioner James QCis & comment, and | point out that the rules and standing
Perhaps the member for Heysen should have a word to hefders apply to both sides. The Minister for Health.
colleagues and correct them; she is clearly a better lawyer. TheHon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health): | will

The key elements for the terms of reference are: whyertainly look into the allegations of the deputy leader. Of
McGee was not breath-tested or blood-tested to determine hgourse, we know, given past experience in relation to many
blood alcohol concentration on arrest; whether the principadf the deputy leader’s allegations, that there is often quite a
prosecution witness, Tony Felice, was given a propedifferent story. | am very happy to do that. Again, | would
opportunity to give evidence about whether McGee wasay—
attempting to overtake, as claimed by McGee; what the The SPEAKER: | think that the minister has answered
Zisimou brothers told the police, and why they were notthe question. You are going to inquire into that, and that is the
called at the trial; and whether psychiatric evidence shouldnswer.
have been presented by the prosecution at trial and at the
sentencing hearing, and, if so, why it was not. TOURISM, WINE AND FOOD

There has been some suggestion by the police association
that the Commissioner should consider reform of the lawin  MsCICCARELLO (Norwood): My question is to the
relation to requirements on police about breath-testingvinister for Tourism. How is the state government promoting
suspect drivers. The terms of reference given to the Commisvine and food tourism in South Australia, particularly in the
sioner require him to make any recommendations he corl-imestone Coast?
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TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Tour-  hospital? The resignation of the Director of Nursing at the
ism): | thank the member for Norwood, who knows the Mount Gambier Hospital follows the resignation or termina-
importance of travelling tourism and driving, particularly to tion of contract of numerous resident medical specialists, the
cultural areas such as the South-East, as she has a vé@jrector of Medicine and two mental health nurses.
prominent tourism load of activity in her own electorate, not TheHon. L. STEVENS(Minister for Health): Itis very
only through special events but also through restaurantspncerning that time and time again the deputy leader attacks
eating and wine outlets. The South Australian Tourisnthe Mount Gambier Hospital, its staff and its board—
Commission has recognised the benefits of wine and food The Hon. W.A. Matthew interjecting:
tourism being linked as a key, and a magnet, for drawing The SPEAKER: Order, the member for Bright!
tourists from around South Australia, and has worked hard TheHon. L. STEVENS; —and undermines the work and
to develop a refreshed campaign for food and wine tourismefforts of the people who work in that hospital and live in this
This has been developed through some serious markebmmunity. He never has a good word to say about anything.
research with focus groups and surveys of cellar door visitorgie is negative—
through a series of campaigns in 2001 and 2003, to look at  An honourable member: About you?
which areas of our campaign have been unsuccessful and TheHon. L. STEVENS: No, not about me—that is
what visitors perceive as the failings at cellar doors. We havigrelevant—but about the people who work in that hospital.
used that research to help owners of cellar doors to develop Mr BROKENSHIRE: | rise on a point of order, Mr
better facilities and invest in their businesses but also to helgpeaker. | refer to standing order 98; it is about relevance.
us with our marketing, because we want South Australia tqhis is a specific and serious question, sir.
maintain its position as the premier destination for food and The SPEAKER: Order! There is also a standing order
wine tourism in the country. about not interjecting, which the member for Mawson should

We are now working on a campaign to highlight the majorread as well. The minister should answer the question, which
destinations around the state, and the Limestone Coast witttas about the Director of Nursing.
the Coonawarra, Padthaway, Mount Benson, Wrattonbully TheHon. L. STEVENS: Certainly, sir, | shall answer the
and Penola district wine areas is a key area for wine tourisnguestion. However, | do need to put on the record my concern
It is also appropriate that | commend the Limestone Coasibout these matters.

Tourism Marketing campaigns, which have always been The SPEAKER: | think the minister has put that on the
innovative and creative of themselves and which recognisgecord.

that wine tourism is not only about selling wine at the cellar  TheHon. L. STEVENS: | am not aware of the resigna-
door but also about encouraging people to stay longer ition of the director.

areas. They recognise marketing developments for wine Ms Chapman: You've been here for a week.
outlets in that people who visit cellar doors tend to buy more  The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Bragg was
wine from that outlet in the future. One of the elements of oukvarned this morning, and that warning still continues this
campaign is a Meet the Maker strategy, whereby the makekgternoon. The minister.

of wine will be available during special events to promote  TheHon. L. STEVENS: | am very happy to look into the
sales and products. Another important element is involvemematter raised by the deputy leader. In relation to bullying and
in cooperative advertisements between the SATC angarassment at the hospital, when the Stokes-Wolff review
particular areas—particularly the Coonawarra—with suclivas done—a review which | instigated—it revealed long-
things as joint advertisements, as in the upcoming Junétanding issues—issues of many years duration—that had
edition of Delicious magazine. their foundation many years ago.

In addition, we are producing a new South Australian wine  Members interjecting:
and food guide, which will be ready by October 2005. As  The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for Bright,
well as having 250 cellar door listings, it will also highlight and the member for Mawson is heading for big trouble.
key regional dining experiences, good picnic spots, the TheHon. L. STEVENS: The hospital has made efforts
sources of provisions for your picnic basket, and even wheri all those areas, and those efforts were acknowledged by
you can find regional cooking schools. This guide will, of Stokes when he returned to again look at what had been done
course, feature the Limestone Coast, but in addition to thBy the new hospital board. Bullying and harassment is not
free advertisements given to each of the 40 cellar doors in thigcceptable anywhere, even in this place. | will certainly
region, there will also be some truly high quality text, in this undertake to look into those matters and to draw the attention
case written by Tony Lovelhe Advertiser’sfood and wine  of the board to them.
editor, who will write an article about the Limestone Coast.

As part of the campaign, we will also support the Coona- WATER SUPPLY, ANDAMOOKA
warra vignerons and their special events, because we know i .
that the wine areas of the Limestone Coast are key and MSBREUER (Giles): Can the Minister for Infrastructure
integral to our strategy of being the premier wine and foocgdvise the house whether his recently released strategic

destination in the country. infrastructure plan for South Australia addresses the oppor-
tunity for a water supply to Andamooka and other Outback
HOSPITALS, MOUNT GAMBIER towns?

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | rise on a point of order, Mr
TheHon. DEAN BROWN (Deputy Leader of the  Speaker. Out of the debate this morning, the house is aware
Opposition): Will the Minister for Health confirm that Ms  of that information: the answer is no.
Sue Thompson, Director of Nursing at the Mount Gambier The SPEAKER: | advise the member for Davenport that
Hospital, resigned about four weeks ago due to managemetiite minister may have some new information.
problems at the hospital, and will the minister initiate an TheHon. PF. CONLON (Minister for Infrastructure):
independent inquiry into the bullying and intimidation at the The member for Davenport could not be more wrong in his
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bald assertions. The infrastructure plan does indeed deal wittndamooka are over the moon about this announcement.
Andamooka’s water supply, and it deals with other Out-These are the people who purport to represent regions. That

back— is what they tell you, and they have done nothing but deride
TheHon. |.F. Evans interjecting: me since | have stood up to talk about this. | think it is
The Hon. P.F. CONLON: I'm sorry, but the member is offensive.

very confused. We will also continue to address the broader issue of water
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Davenportis out supply through a working group comprising senior represen-

of order, and he will be warned— tatives from the Outback Areas Community Development

TheHon. PF. CONLON: It is regrettable that the Trust, Arid Areas Catchment Water Management Board, the
member for Davenport does not think that this is an importanOffice for Infrastructure and Development, the Office for
issue, because this is an incredibly important issue to thRegional Affairs, SA Water, Planning SA, SA Tourism
people of Andamooka. Commission, Northern Regional Development Board and the

The Hon. WA. Matthew interjecting: Office for Local Government.

The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Bright has been  The South Australian Infrastructure Plan has been about
warned; the next time he will be named. The Minister forthe big projects and the small. However, while this project
Infrastructure. may be small, it is incredibly important, because 600 South

TheHon. PF. CONLON: Itis important that | thank the  Australians have been paying 15 times the price of water. It
member for Giles, who has worked so very hard in recenis important that we recognise that we were able to do this
years for the 600 people, | think it is, of the town of Anda-through the lengthy work we did consulting with regions in
mooka. | indicate that not only is this matter addressed in ousutting the infrastructure plan together. | can tell you that we

regional infrastructure plan but— consulted with many people in the region beyond Andamooka
Members interjecting: and they placed this at the top of the list. From memory, one
TheHon. PF. CONLON: Members opposite are so rude, of them was the inimitable Joy Baluch, who told me I should

and they despise good news. do something about Andamooka’s water supply even though
Members interjecting: it is a fair way from her mayoral responsibilities. It is a

The SPEAKER: Order! For those members who did not tremendous example of what the regions will do for each
read this morning’s media, perhaps they should look at thether when you allow them to work together. | am very happy
comments made about the behaviour of some people in this be able to assist the member for Giles in something that
place. The Minister for Infrastructure. she has sought as a local member for many years. It is very

The Hon. PF. CONLON: An amount of $300 000 will good news for 600 South Australians.
be spent before the end of this financial year and a further Honourable members: Hear, hear!
$200 000 will be spent in the next financial year to purchase
piping which will pipe water from Roxby Downs to Anda- HOSPITALS, MOUNT GAMBIER
mooka for the first time. | am grateful for the assistance of
Western Mining Corporation in assisting the community with  Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): Will the Minister for
technical and other assistance and advice. Health confirm that five medical staff who are or were

TheHon. |.P. Lewis: Like Rann’s ‘mirage in the desert’. working at the Mount Gambier Hospital are taking legal
They are deriding it because it is not much. They are deridingction against the hospital or the government? Can the
what we are doing. Let me tell you this: these people test youninister explain why such an unprecedented legal action is
patience. They had 8% years to do something for the peopleeing taken?

of Andamooka. For 8%z years they allowed— TheHon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health): | cannot
Members interjecting: confirm that.
The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for Daven-

port. HOUSING, REGIONAL DEVELOPMENTS

TheHon. DEAN BROWN: | rise on a point of order.
This is clearly debate, as you would realise, Mr Speaker, and MrsGERAGHTY (Torrens): My question is to the
this chamber realises it. | ask you, Mr Speaker, to bring thlinister for Housing. What regional housing developments
minister to order. are taking place to address the housing needs of our regional
The SPEAKER: Yes; | do. | ask members, particularly communities?
on my left, to observe the standing orders which require TheHon.JW.WEATHERILL (Minister for Hous
members not to interject and not to engage in behaviour thamg): | thank the honourable member for her question. As
is disrespectful to the standing orders. The minister has thmembers will recall, | launched the Housing Plan for South
call. Australia in March this year, and that plan specifically looks
TheHon. P.F. CONLON: | apologise for it and come at the housing needs of regional communities, particularly
back to it, sir. Many of us have been provoked by thethose experiencing economic and social change. Through the
incredible rudeness we have seen this week. The truth of thilan, we have a set of objectives about dealing with regional
is that the city— South Australia which involves both increasing the housing
Members interjecting: supply and addressing infrastructure issues in regions
TheHon. P.F. CONLON: They will not listen for one experiencing that change. Obviously, when we have areas of
sentence, will they? The truth is this: the people of the towrstrong economic growth such as in regions like Naracoorte
of Andamooka have been carting water at $15 a tonne. Wheand Bordertown with the extension of their meat works and,
we complete this pipeline, which we will do very quickly, indeed, in other parts of the state, in places such as Port
they will get their water at the city price of about $1 a tonne Lincoln, Murray Bridge and the Barossa, we are seeing that
which is an incredible thing for those people. | can tell youpeople can obtain employment and have good, well paying
that, whether or not they like it in here, the people ofjobs in many cases, but what we find is a market failure. This
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is an inability of the market to provide the housing responsélaracoorte and | was very pleased to tell the Naracoorte
in time to allow that economic development to occur. Indeedgcommunity that we had achieved that so far. | am sure there
in many cases we are told that economic growth is held backre some documents to be signed to consummate the deal but
by the lack of affordable housing. This has always been a rolere were very happy to be able to make the announcement and
for government— those in Naracoorte were very happy to hear it.
An honourable member interjecting: The SPEAKER: The chair is going to recognise people
TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL: Those opposite are who follow and abide by the standing orders.
delusional if they say that they had a plan for affordable

housing in this state. There was no plan at all. EIGHT MILE CREEK
The SPEAKER: The minister is debating the question . o
now, but members on my left are provoking it. Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop): My question is to the

TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL: | am sorry, sir. | was Minister for Agriculture, Food and Fisheries. Will the
provoked by an interjection. The Land Management Corporafﬂinister assure farmers in the Eight Mile Creek area that the
tion and HomeStart Finance have entered into a partnershfpouth-Eastern Water Conservation and Drainage Board will
with the private sector to construct and sell quality mid-rangéde able to continue to drag the creek to keep the channel open
housing in regional South Australia. The initiative will to prevent flooding? The drainage board drags a specially
commence in the South-East region using existing LMcsonstructed frame within the creek on a regular basis to
capital of $2 million to construct up to 26 properties overremove watercress and other weeds that clog the flow
24 months, with HomeStart Finance offering finance tochannel. Concerns have been raised that environmentalists are
potential purchasers. A well respected local builder-developd@bbying to have the practice stopped.
has successfully been contracted to this joint venture and a The Hon. R.J. MCEWEN (Minister for Agriculture,
full feasibility study is nearing completion. This was Food and Fisheries): The member is aware that that is a
welcomed with open arms by the Naracoorte communityguestion for another minister.

They were excited by the proposition that the state had finally The SPEAKER: The minister for the Eight Mile Creek.
been able to secure a developer—it took us some time TheHon.J.D.HILL (Minister for Environment and
because the recent buoyant conditions in the building an@onservation): | am a few things other than minister for the
construction industry made it difficult for us to attract interestEight Mile Creek, but | am happy to take the question. | am

in some regional areas. aware that there has been discussion around the place about

It is crucial for government to intervene and kick-startsome of those issues. What has been created artificially has
some of these initiatives in rural and regional South Australiasome environmental merit, which is what the honourable
Once they are up and running we will find that private sectomember is saying. The idea is that, if we can manage to
operators have the confidence, and, indeed, an establishedhance environmental outcomes as well as achieve the
business case, to allow them to take those further steps whittaditional outcomes of keeping the creek clear, we should try
are perhaps riskier than investing in the metropolitan aredo do that, but | do not have any particular information to
With the guidance and initiative shown by the state governhand. | will seek a report for the honourable member, but we
ment, private developers will then be prepared to take thevould want to keep it operating as a drain, whatever other
lead. We are investigating additional ways to assist regionalonsequences and considerations are brought into account.
home buyers in places such as the Riverland, the Murray-
lands, the Barossa and Port Lincoln, and we hope to be able YOUTH SERVICES

to make further announcements in the near future. o o
MsBEDFORD (Florey): My question is to the Minister

Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop): | have a supplementary for Youth. What initiatives are being developed that provide
guestion. Is the minister aware that the land for the proposeshfe after hours venues for young people?
development at Naracoorte has not yet been contracted by the The Hon. SW. KEY (Minister for Employment,
government, but the people involved were told that thelrainingand Further Education): | thank the member for
government had to make an announcement anyway? Florey for her question and acknowledge her advocacy for
Members interjecting: young people. Many different initiatives and venues in South
The SPEAKER: Order! The chair is not very happy with Australia are being developed but, because we are in this
the behaviour of some people. The minister has the call. region, | will refer to a couple of the initiatives in this area.
TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL: Thisis one of the most Yesterday my colleague the Minister for Families and
remarkable questions | have heard by a member who seel@mmunities opened The Loft Youth Centre, and this
to represent people in this region of the state. This initiativeevening | have the honour of opening a complementary
was welcomed as one of the most significant— service called the Youth Space at Mount Gambier's
Mr WILLIAMS: | have a point of order. Community Youth Service Centre. | am looking forward to
The SPEAKER: Order! What is the point of order? seeing this space, because | am told that it will provide a safe,
Mr WILLIAMS: It is standing order 98. The question warm and free venue for young people aged from 12 to 24
was: is the minister aware that the contract to purchase thgears on Thursday evenings during late night shopping. It

land has not been signed?’ will be a fun place offering games, equipment, music, the
Members interjecting: latest videos and free hot pizza.
The SPEAKER: Order! The minister will have the The co-ordinator, Ms Sam Chandler, is one of the region’s
chance to answer the question. enthusiastic young leaders and has been very much involved

TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL: Up until a few weeks in making this happen. In addition, | am told that the idea
ago we had not even secured the preferred developer for tlaetually came from Mr Sandy Coulson from the District
site. | have explained before about the buoyant conditions th&ouncil of Grant’s Youth Advisory Council and that the
existed. We got the news through on the eve of the visit t@stablishment of the space was helped by a $6 000 ‘youth in
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community’ grant from this government from our Office for forestry traffic, does the minister agree with rural constituents
Youth. The space will initially operate for a two month who claim that road upgrades should be a higher priority for
period, although support is really rolling in to make sure itthe government than the $21 million, 1.1 kilometre-long tram
goes longer than the trial is expected. This demonstratesxtension in Adelaide? Local South-East residents have
positively that not only has the Grant District Council offeredadvised me that, as the first hardwood plantations in the
its support for the space but also local businesses and a bardgion near harvesting and the number of freight movements
in this region have supported it. We have to congratulate thare predicted to double, decisions on upgrades are needed
local community, which has been behind this project. now to be made regarding the South-East rail, the Riddoch
| am also told that there has been a contribution by MiHighway and the Border Road to ensure a safe and efficient
Barry Maney, who has provided $1 000 in sponsoredransport system.
equipment for the space and has promised to put more money The Hon. R.J. MCEWEN (Minister for Forests): Much
into the centre if it survives the trial period and keeps goingas this is an infrastructure question, the honourable member
Today we celebrate all the elements that make the Limestor&sking this question knows that we spent an hour debating
Coast such a strong community. They have got behind yourifpis this morning. He knows that the resolution of that debate
people to make sure they have a great place to go to andwas that all parties need to focus clearly on costing all the
place they can call their own. For people who will be heresolutions and then back one of them. He noted three of the
tonight from the chamber and for local people, the launch willsolutions. Obviously, he is not prepared to back any of them.
be at 6.30 p.m. at the Community Service Centre, 22 Ferretsput on the record in this house this morning that | was
Street, behind the RSL. | hope there will be a good turn ugrepared to back one of them. | indicated that | had written

to celebrate this great initiative. to the federal minister saying that | believed that the Border
Road offered the best solution to the infrastructure problems
McGEE, Mr E. identified by the honourable member.

In his speech this morning, he pointed to a number of

MsCHAPMAN (Bragg): My question is to the Attorney-  statistics, which | offered casually to him afterwards were
General. Given the government's position that citizens givingundamentally flawed. This morning the honourable member
evidence to the royal commission will not be provided within debating this very issue talked about the total resource in
legal support, will the guidelines, which allow legal representhe greater Green Triangle, failing to realise that more than
tation for ministers, be modified? Notwithstanding today’shalf that resource does not pass through the city of Mount
announcement that Ms Di Gilchrist may be given some exGambier. That was beside the point.
gratia payment in relation to an application if she makes | was also delighted that the member for MacKillop in the
same, yesterday in the house the Attorney-General’s saiddebate this morning was also prepared to put on the record

Our position is that we regard it as most undesirable for taxpayeréhat he believed the Border Road offered the best solution.
to be funding lawyers for every person affected by the commissionBoth of us told the house this morning that we must stand
After all, so far as | am aware, no-one here is under suspicion ofj5ck in the next few months, get local government on both

having committed a criminal offence. :
| suggest that the various parties who will appear before the royal?'cIes of the border, two state governments and the federal

commission—the police, the prosecution service, the Zisimo@overnment to truly cost all the potential solutions, sign off
brothers—go along to the commission, tell the truth and tell theon them and then start to put a funding package together. This

commission what they know. funding package will involve local governments, two state
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): If  governments and the federal government. Of course, some
ministers are called before the inquiry, they will be in thesnide remarks were made about the fact that, if the Border
same position as everyone else. Road were the solution, it might in some way mean that the
state government would need to contribute less. | can assure
Ms CHAPMAN: As a supplementary question, will the members that that has never been in my mind.
guidelines allowing legal representation for ministers—you | can assure members that it was not in the member for

have a code—be modified? MacKillop’s mind. What we are on about is finding a
The SPEAK ER: Does the Attorney-General wish to add satisfactory, long-term, sustainable solution to what is a very

anything? complex freight imperative facing this region. It is compli-
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: No. cated by the fact that there will be four million tonnes of blue

gum coming onto the market in the near future. The docu-
Ms CHAPMAN: My next question is also to the Attor- ment that sets that out | made available to the member for
ney-General. Will the Attorney assure the parliament thaSchubert this morning. He was speaking without having the
independent counsel as opposed to counsel from the DPPrFormation and he is delighted now to have that. Importantly,
office will be appointed to assist the royal commission, andagain, three quarters of that resource is on the Victorian side
how will the process of appointment be undertaken? of the border and will not come down the Riddoch Highway
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: The royal commissioner and not come into Mount Gambier.
will nominate counsel who are satisfactory to him as counsel Mr BROKENSHIRE: On a point of order, this is
assisting. | would be astonished if any counsel from thénteresting. As the minister said, this has been debated this
DPP’s office were appointed as counsel assisting the roy&norning.
commission. The SPEAKER: Order! The point of order is not an
opportunity for a speech. Is the point of order relevance?
ROADS, UPGRADING Mr BROKENSHIRE: It is about the tram $21 million
as against the money going to roads.
Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): My question is to the The SPEAKER: Order! | do not believe the Minister for
Minister for Forests. Given the urgency and importance ofAgriculture has responsibility for trams. That is a matter for
upgrading South-East roads to meet the huge increase the Minister for Transport.
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CHILDREN, SEXUAL ABUSE was further advised at the beginning of April that, although
a forensic pathologist’s report had been received, it would

TheHon. |.P. LEWIS (Hammond): My question was take another four to six weeks before a death certificate could
to be directed to the Premier, wherever he is. | will direct itbe provided. Just recently she was provided with information
to whomever in the ministry might choose to answer it. Whythat it would take another four to six weeks before the
did the Premier, whilst knowing of the allegations of thecertificate could be provided. This ongoing delay has added
sadistic and paedophile activity of the teacher Glen Dorlingo the widow’s distress and grief.
of the local school St Martins, not discuss the matter withthe The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): The
Deputy Premier and the Minister for Police, the localquestion is a good one. | am aware of the problem in swiftly
member, the Minister for Agriculture, Food and Fisheries, théssuing death certificates, and that is why we will be increas-
Minister for Education and others; and why did he, knowinging funding to the Coroner’s Office.
that, vilify Archbishop lan George of the Anglican Church
over the unproven allegations against him, and yet let Dorling NARACOORTE REGIONAL HOUSING PROJECT
and St Martins get away with it?

Statements have been provided and letters written to the Mr CAICA (Colton): My question is to the Minister for
Premier, the Deputy Premier and several other ministerdnfrastructure. Has the Land Management Corporation been
including the Minister for Education, the Attorney-Generalinvolved in the Naracoorte regional housing project and, if
and the local member, about this matter detailing howso, how?

Dorling stood children in the corner for hours on end until  TheHon. PF. CONLON (Minister for Infrastructure):

they soiled themselves, and then otherwise offered them sonhem quite proud to say that the Land Management Corpora-
kind of sadistic solace by requiring them to place their fac&ion has been involved in the Naracoorte regional housing
in his lap, and having done that set out— project—the project of some discussion earlier today. | am

The SPEAKER: Order! | think the member is going very happy for them to have played a role in bringing the
beyond what is normal in the basis of an explanation. Th@arties together and achieving this outstanding outcome,
chair is not in a position to pass judgment on any individualwhich was welcomed so warmly by the mayor of Naracoorte
| ask all members to be very careful in how they use thavhen | met him recently. They have also had a more recent

longstanding privileges of the house. role in providing me with some important information. The
TheHon.|.P.Lewis: It is not before the courts, deposit on the land in question has been paid and a receipt
Mr Speaker, but it ought to be. retained. The documents have been signed in the name of

The SPEAKER: | caution members not to use the Empak Homes and/or nominee, and negotiations with the
longstanding privilege of our parliament to in any way vendor have been under way since mid-April. Perhaps some
prejudice investigations or any other matter which mightof my lawyer friends on the other side can help me but, as |
impinge on the natural justice of an individual. Does therecall my law, contracts for land are actually specifically
Premier wish to respond? enforceable, so we should not have any difficulty in that

TheHon. M.D. RANN (Premier): Yes, sir. Yesterday regard. Once again, we are right and they are wrong.

a member of the public, a parent, in the gallery approached

me. NATIONAL PARKS
TheHon. |.P. Lewis: On the contrary: you approached
him. MrsHALL (Morialta): Will the Minister for Environ-

The SPEAK ER: Order! This morning | heard the member ment and Conservation rule out introducing entrance fees for
for Hammond on radio saying how he was committed toCanunda National Park and Beachport Conservation Park?

upholding the standing of the parliament. | trust that he willThe local community, which includes the Friends of the Parks
continue to do that. group, has vigorously rejected the suggestion that entry fees

TheHon. M.D. RANN: | am telling the truth and the be charged for entry into these parks because the fees would,

member for Hammond is not, because he was not there. Tinongst other things, impact upon amateur fishers who cross
factis that | was in the gallery and a member of the public ithrough the park to gain access to the beaches.
the gallery approached me and said that he would like to TheHon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Environment and
speak to me. | went up to my office and came back with &Conservation): | noted in the local media that | have
member of my staff to find the said member—so the membeauthorised officers to consult over this issue. | can assure the
for Hammond has misled the house—and | then— house that | have done no such thing. | was most surprised to
The SPEAK ER: Order! The Premier must not do that, see that. | can also assure the member that we have no
except by way of substantive motion. intention of charging entry into the parks.
TheHon. M.D. RANN: | sat down with him and took
details of the claims that he made, and | will be taking up RAILWAY LAND

those matters with South Australia Police. ) ) )
Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop): Notwithstanding that |

DEATH CERTIFICATES have been asked to ask the Premier when it is going to rain,
my question is, in fact, will he explain why unused rail land
Mr HANNA (Mitchell): My question is to the Attorney- has been given to the Mount Gambier City Council and not
General. Why does it take seven months to get a deatio other local communities, for instance Tantanoola, Milli-
certificate in this state? What will the Attorney-General docent, Kalangadoo, Penola, Naracoorte, Kybybolite and
to reduce such waiting times? The son-in-law of a constituentVolsley? The Wattle Range Council has told me that it had
of mine died on 9 October 2004. His widow needs a deattbeen lobbying to have similar parcels of land made over to
certificate to finalise her husband’s estate. She has bedmat council for at least as long, if not longer, than has the
advised that post mortems normally take 15 to 20 weeks. SHeity of Mount Gambier. Concerns have been raised with the
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opposition that Mount Gambier was the only community thaBragg for her question, though | mention in answering it that
was given unused rail land in an attempt to shore up suppoftwould like to get the facts from someone who knows the
for the local member who also happens to be a member of thease rather than taking her version of events, because we

Labor cabinet. know that she tends to take a seagull’'s view of events—fly
The SPEAKER: Order! That is comment. The Premier. in, collect information, and fly out.
TheHon. M.D. RANN (Premier): Itis kind of interest- Ms Chapman interjecting:

ing. The honourable member was invited to attend the The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Bragg asked the
community cabinet meeting, the forum and other events thajuestion.
were held in Bordertown and Naracoorte, and that is how TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: As Ray Martin said,

much he cares about his local area— ‘So, how did that politician get it so wrong? What was her
Mr WILLIAMS: Point of order! motivation?’
The SPEAKER: Order! The Premier will not speak over ~ Members interjecting:
the chair. The member for McKillop has a point of order. The SPEAKER: Order! The house will come to order.
Mr WILLIAMS: | am at a loss to understand the TheHon.J.D.LOMAX-SMITH: It seems to me that
relevance of this reply to the question. very often the member for Bragg's motivation is to denigrate
TheHon. M.D. RANN: Let me explain the relevance of public education, and imply that there is something rotten
it— in—

The SPEAKER: The Premier has not answered the MsChapman: How are you going to protect these
guestion about when it is going to rain either, so we willchildren?
come back to that one. The SPEAKER: Order, the member for Bragg will be
TheHon. M.D. RANN: If he had attended, he would named if she continues with that behaviour! She has been
know that the mayor and the council of Naracoorte raised thigrarned.
issue with me, and | said | viewed that very sympathetically TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: Rather than denigrat-
for the town of Naracoorte, and that | have asked the Ministeing public education, | am of the view that | am the Minister
for Infrastructure and Transport to assist. So, if he caredor Education for all children in this state, and | want
about his electorate rather than politically grandstanding, heveryone’s behaviour to be appropriate and decent, which
would know that and he would know what | said at themight be something that people on the other side of this
meeting. This morning | met with the Wattle Range Council,chamber might consider.
the Grant council, the mayors and the chief executive The SPEAKER: Order! The minister is debating the
officers, and that issue, from my recollection, was not raiseénswer.
at the meeting. | have great respect for the mayor of the TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: | point out that in our
Wattle Range Council and, if he wants to talk to me aboutchools we have very strong values education. | spoke of
railway land, | am more than happy to talk to him, and so iSMARBLES yesterday, and encouraged you to remember your
the Minister for Infrastructure and Transport. This really doesnanners, your attitude, your body language, and the way you
underpin the difference. The difference is effective represershould behave, as do the children in our local schools here.

tation. The SPEAKER: Order! | think the minister should
Members interjecting: conclude her answer now.
The SPEAK ER: Order! Did the Premier want to venture TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: As | have said, | have
an opinion about when it is going to rain? learnt not to take the version of events delivered by the
Members interjecting: member for Bragg. | know that on many occasions that

The SPEAKER: Order! The member for MacKillop politician has got it so wrong, and | would like to check the
asked the question. Do not ask frivolous questions if you dinformation before | move on.
not want frivolous answers. The member for Bragg. The SPEAKER: You have already said that.

SCHOOLS, SOUTH-EAST MsCHAPMAN: | have a supplementary question. When
o o the minister reads that correspondence, finds out about this
MsCHAPMAN (Bragg): My question is to the Minister jssue and answers to the house, will she explain why her
for Education and Children’s Services. What action is be|nwepartment refused to Support permission for the bus drivers
taken to protect the safety of children and drivers fromyg have security cameras on the buses?
inappropriate behaviour and bullying by students travelling  The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: Those are clearly
to and from school on buses contracted by DECS? | amperational issues, and | know that the member for Bragg
advised that students at Penola Primary School, Penola Higfpes not want to be the minister for education, she wants to
School and Mary MacKillop Primary School travelling on the pe the CEO, and she wants to control everything.
Penola/Kalangadoo bus route are regularly subjected to
bullying and obscene language. It has been reported to me  SUPPORTED RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES
that students have thrown objects such as apple cores at the
driver, and have put tacks into the arms of students. One MrsREDMOND (Heysen): My question is to the
student is reported to have recently attempted to ignitdinister for Housing. Is the government going to provide
aerosol cans on the bus. The owners of the bus have soughhding to assist owners and operators of supported residen-
permission from the school to install security cameras as #al facilities throughout the state with funds to upgrade their
last resort measure to end the incidents by ensuring that thepeemises to comply with compulsory fire safety regulations
is evidence that can be viewed by the school, the driver andnd, if so, when will that announcement be made? | have
police. been advised by the President of the Supported Residential
TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Educa-  Facilities Association that upgrades costing something
tion and Children’s Services): | thank the member for between $100 000 and $150 000 per premises will be
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required by local councils as a condition of licensing. The MCcGEE, Mr E.

opposition supports the need for greater fire safety measures

but understands that many supported residential facilitiesin MrsREDMOND (Heysen): | seek leave to make a
the state, including one in Mount Gambier, will be in dangerpersonal explanation.

of closing if funding required to undertake this work is not  Leave granted.

provided by the government. MrsREDMOND: Earlier today, in question time, |

The Hon. JW. WEATHERILL (Minister for Hous believe the Premier misrepresented what | said to this

L - chamber on Tuesday in the course of a grievance debate
ing): | thank the honourable member for this |mportanta;iout Mr Eugene McGee. The Premier asserted that, in

guestion. There are some basic facts we need to know ab;)bl rticular, there were three areas | thought warranted
the SRF sector. Supported residential facilities are regulate vestigation, those being the evidence of the Zisimou

that they do worthy work, and it is true that but for their rothers, the lack of a breath test and the evidence of
NEY y ’ . ) ... Professor MacFarlane in the case of Eugene McGee and the
contribution the state would have to pick up its responsibili,

o hit-run. | want to put on the record and make very clear the

ties in providing supported accommodaﬂon. S0, It is a'}/vay in which | was misrepresented. Whilst | agree that, on
important sector to support, and that is why we announced 'the issue of the brothers, | made it clear that | felt that an

2003 the $57.6 million sustainment package for that Secmfnvestigation was warranted. Regarding the other two

ggl\i/gi\r/aetrélVﬁa\:\}a\g:ngﬁﬂﬁqugtt?ﬁe cr)rrllc)_ngn?h:t“\f/a\;vafof/jic(’jg sues—the evidence of Professor MacFarlane and the breath
Y 9 y P st—I was not saying that at all. | did not say that they were

to the sector actually concentrated on the support needs of tg .., of investigation. What | said in my contribution was
people with disabilities. that they were areas the government should have addressed

We provided a set allowance to each individual residentfior to this issue becoming the problem it has now become.
and then we went through a process of carefully analysing thEhey were issues about which the government was aware,
Support needs Of every |nd|v|dual resident_ There was a.nd the govemmel’lt Sh0U|d haVe addressed them That was
subsidy for the Mount Gambier facility of something in the the essence of what | said, not that all three areas needed
order of $60 000 per annum, and that facility has receivedvestigation.
$90 000 since 2003 and $118 000 worth of personal support
packages. Of the 17 people who are in the facility in Mount SITTINGSAND BUSINESS
Gambier, 10 receive disability support packages and another . )
seven receive personal support packages. We have been ! n€Hon. PF.CONLON (Minister for Transport): |

tailoring our assistance very directly at the disability area. MOV€:
That the house at its rising adjourn until Monday 23 May at
We know a lot more about this sector now, and we are fin@ p.m.

tuning our package. We are now well aware of the threatRegrettably, it will not be in Mount Gambier.
facing many SRFs, with local government now becoming  notion carried.

much more vigilant about enforcing fire safety regulations.

It is true to say that many of the current facilities are not in

a state which is supportable in terms of their fire safety, so GRIEVANCE DEBATE
they are obliged to upgrade them. It would be a requirement

by local government and are for-profit businesses. It is trug

for any business to be obliged to do so, in the ordinary course SCHOOLS, SOUTH-EAST
of running their business. However, we are giving some S . )
consideration to the requests that have been made. Ms CHAPMAN (Bragg): | wish to raise with the house

today the concerning issue that has been raised with me by

I had a fruitful meeting with the proprietor of the Lambert the bus contractors here in the South-East and at Strathalbyn.
facility in Mount Gambier, and | will be taking back to the The consequence of that is that | have heard about situations
city a number of the propositions he put to me. However, thevhere the safety of students and bus drivers is put at risk. As
points made by the honourable member are well made, butadvised the house today, the students at Penola Primary
this government has done more to support the SRF sect&chool, Penola High School and Mary MacKillop Primary
than has occurred at any time in living memory. ThisSchool who travel on the Penola-Kalangadoo bus route have
particular proprietor has been struggling away with thebeen the subject of frequent incidents of bullying and obscene
difficulties of making very low profits in an area where he language. As | indicated today, that has involved conduct
and his father have been providing support needs for decaddsetween the students and conduct between a student and a
and it is this government which has addressed his needs. driver, which has included not only the throwing of objects,
including apple cores, at the driver but also physical assaults
between students, including the pressing of tacks (tiny metal
objects) into the arms of other students on the bus.

Membersinterjecting:

MsCHAPMAN: The government might sit there and

The SPEAK ER: Before calling for grievances, | would think this is a joke but, frankly, the health, safety and welfare
like to put on record the appreciation of all members for theof these children is at risk. Even if the minister claims she
support given by the staff of the parliament, council staff knows nothing about it, it is an important aspect in the care
private contractors and all those who have assisted iaf these children.
ensuring that the sitting of parliament here in Mount Gambier Members interjecting:
has been a success. We thank them most sincerely for their The SPEAKER: Order! The Attorney and the member
great and dedicated efforts. for Hartley are out of order.
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Mr Goldsworthy interjecting: Yesterday | was very pleased to see three examples of the
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Kavel is out of €xcellence we have in our public education system. Members
his seat and is out of order. of the house would know that | am passionate about oppor-

MsCHAPMAN: One does not have to be a mentaltunities for all our children through excellence in education.

greyhound, so to speak, to appreciate the danger that i§'ave been supporting this in the schools in my electorate
created for both the driver— and | was very interested to see what developments there

The Hon. M.J. Atkinson interjecting: were here in the South-East, see what | could take back to my
D, | o schools and get a better appreciation of how the funds this
The SPEAKER: Order! The A“O”‘e}’ |s.ou.t of order.' government has injected into public schools are assisting
MsCHAPMAN: —and the students if missiles are beinginose schools in so many ways.
thrown at the driver in the course of him trying to drive abus e first school we visited was Melaleuca K-7, with the
load of students to and from their home and school. Inyincinal John McCade. Mr McCade has done an excellent
addition to that, we have one frightening incident of a childiop, i vevitalising that school and getting it to a stage where
attempting to ignite aerosol cans while travelling on a schoobproiments are now increasing after decreasing for many
bus. Again, this is clearly a very serious situation wherqears. He has initiated a joint activity with a number of
children in this circumstance could cause an explosion or fir§ 5 rtners to develop a new school assembly hall, and this was
on the bus and, clearlyZ that puts the driver, in his capacityt prototype which the minister knows | was looking at very
keep control of the vehicle, at risk and the students travellingayefylly in relation to possible facilities in my electorate. The
onit. school has placed a lot of emphasis on middle schooling and
Itis very concerning that this has been going on for somg is really working with years 6 and 7 children—particularly
time, according to the information we have received todayear 7 children—to develop their leadership skills. This has
from the government. What does one do about this? Firstlfseen done to such an extent that the year 7 children conduct
the parents have advised me that they have approached th4itness program in the school around 10 a.m. each day—I
school and have advised the school—that is, those who haygink they call it a ‘brain break’.
students on the bus who are both the victims of direct assault The young people lead the whole of the school in a range

and all who are at risk. The bus driver says that he is also & physical activities from throwing sandbags (which sounded
risk and he is not able to competently undertake his task. Of jittle precarious) to traditional hoop types of activities and
course, the first stop is to approach the school. The schoolshealth hustle. We were able to see the children coming, in
were advised of this behaviour. To my understanding, thg very orderly manner, to take the equipment away and we
matter was referred to the district officer—who we used ttheard how they had planned their activities, how they helped
call the district superintendent—and, on this occasion, th@ach other in mounting the activities and how they encour-
matter was then referred to the Department of Education ar@ged the young children to be involved. Once a week the
Children’s Services for some action and protection for thesgtydents run around the school, and they have the aim of
children. getting around Australia in the distances they cover. The
Whilst the safety of the children is clearly at risk from this teachers also walk around the school. | commend the young
unruly behaviour—and that in itself needs to come to som@eople who facilitated our visit as well as the leadership,
end—the owners of the bus (whether by way of statementgoverning council and teachers of that school.
from the children or the bus driver), need to be able to convey Mount Gambier North Primary School and Acacia
the detail of what is occurring. That includes being able tKindergarten, under the leadership of primary school
have some form of surveillance on the bus. The bus drivergrincipau Jane Turner, are also making great strides, again
say, ‘Can we install security cameras on the bus? We hav@eeting the needs of their particular community and taking
them in taxis all over the country. Can we install them on theadvantage of their school facilities. They had painters on site
bus?’ The answer from the department was, ‘Not with outundertaking their School Pride initiatives, and we saw many
blessing; you cannot do that.” Where is the protection for thgoung people digging with forks and spades in their environ-
children of South Australia who are travelling from the safetymental garden.
of their own homes and family situations to school, where At McDonald Park Schools, where the primary school
they are under the duty of care of the department and thgrincipal Jennie Giles and junior primary principal Sandy
minister, who has to account to this parliament for the safetyavey provide the leadership, we were introduced to the
of these children. | ask where is that? The minister has aARBLES program you have already heard about—
obligation to provide us with an answer. Manners, Attitude, Respect, Body Language, Language,
Effort and Smile. These children were also very innovative
MsTHOMPSON (Reynell): | was very disturbed to hear and presented the minister with a lovely chart about what they
the allegations from the member opposite but, unfortunatelysaw as making a good minister for education—they consider
I have heard allegations from the member for Bragg aboutis with their teachers each year. They wanted someone with
issues in our public schools on a number of occasions anddn interest in children and information, and the last asset was
have to agree with Ray Martin's statement about how coulghat the person needed to be a snappy dresser.
one member of parliament get anything so wrong because, Time expired.
while there may have been a glimmer of sound information
in the allegations made by the member, unfortunately she has SCHOOLS, MAINTENANCE
not managed to present the true picture. Of course, bullying
in our schools is a matter of concern and this government has TheHon. D.C. KOTZ (Newland):In rising today to
placed a lot of emphasis on rectifying that. | have just heardgpeak about education, | first need to educate the current
the minister say, on the basis of a phone call she has just hgdvernment on the meaning of two very important words.
with her staff, that the member has got it wrong again and he dictionary describes the meaning of the word ‘equal’ as
that does not surprise me at all. ‘same in amount, number and size or the same in importance
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and deserving the same treatment’. ‘Pork-barrelling’ ishoped the funds would be distributed to all the schools
described as ‘an acquisition of government money fothroughout the state equitably. However, my electorate
benefits to a specific locale, as in keeping hold on constitureceived just one quarter of the total amount of funds
ents through unashamed pork-barrelling’. In other words, byllocated to Labor electorates. if this ratio extended to all 47,
injecting huge amounts of money into Labor-held electoratekabor-held electorates could share $19 million while just
in an unequal manner, as opposed to equal distribution int$6 million is left for the rest of South Australia.

Liberal, Labor and Independent electorates, the Minister for Time expired.

Education and Children’s Services has started what can only

be classed as an unashamed pork-barrelling exercise designed HAZARDOUSWASTE

to buy votes in the March 2006 election.

The School Pride Program was described by the Labor MsCICCARELLO (Norwood): Today | wish to speak
government and its minister as the most significant one-ofibout the environment and conservation, in particular with
injection of funds to improve the facilities and the overall regard to the managing of hazardous waste. Modern house-
appearances of schools in over a decade. Unfortunately, f#olds use many products that are potentially hazardous to
appears that schools within Liberal electorates are receivinguman health or the environment. Everyday items such as
minuscule amounts compared with schools in governmengesticides, weedkillers, fertilisers, cleaning products, fuels,
held areas. Why, | should ask of the Minister for Educationpaint and batteries can be hazardous and require special
have schools within the electorate of Newland received jusiwareness, handling and storage. There are safe and effective
25 per cent of the more than $500 000 distributed to schoolglternatives to some of these products and it is important that
within the Labor-held electorate of Napier? The eightwe all try to use these alternatives wherever possible. Other
Newland government schools have averaged some $20 08@Ys to reduce household hazardous waste include buying
per school. There may be a difference in areas of socioecon8nly what you need for the job at hand and finishing the
mic disadvantage, which | can understand, but do not eveiontainer before buying another supply.
think that the areas | represent do not have similar disadvan- However, when we do use these products and need to
tages, because they do. dispose of any leftover material, it is important to handle and

Why were the schools within the Newland electorate tolgdispose of these products appropriately. Even small quantities
that the money had to be spent on external painting an@f hazardous waste can harm people or the environment.
cleaning when official department of education procedure¥/nfortunately, only a small number of hazardous wastes can
indicate the funds could be used to address the significal recycled. Some businesses and local councils will accept
backlog on the asset management plans? The Minister fégad acid batteries and waste oils, and clean, empty paint tins
Education and Children’s Services personally presented ill be recycled by many councils. Even with our best efforts,
cheque of $172 000 to a school in Napier to improveit is likely that we will have hazardous wastes that need to be
classrooms, not just for external painting but for classroonglisposed of, and in many cases recycling is not an option.
improvements. It is absolutely unbelievable and unacceptableocal councils and Zero Waste SA can help with this
that other schools within that Labor electorate receivedPerennial problem.
amounts of $138 000, $97 750 and $52 000 when the highest Together these organisations conduct free household
amount of funding received by any school within thehazardous waste collections in regional areas. The household
Newland electorate was some $30 000 to be used fdtazardous waste collection program works with local
painting. The same school phoned the department of educgouncils enabling householders to drop off their hazardous
tion and asked whether the money could be used for urgetitaste at locations in participating council areas. The state
carpeting and interior painting and they were told no. government believes that this is a high priority and is

Another school within my electorate was not even askedlelivering $970 000 annually to the program. Three councils
how much money it needed or what its priorities were: an the Upper South-East will participate in collections
cheque for $20 000 simply arrived and they were told tdoetween 9 and 13 May 2005, the district councils of Kings-
spend it on painting. They still have not received anyton, Robe and Tatiara. The councils will provide the collec-
information indicating that they had any other option othettion site and promote the collection, while Zero Waste SA
than painting. | have eight schools and they are all in thérovides the collection and disposal service via a contract
same position, | am quite happy to tell you. Why did onewith a waste management contractor.
school in a Labor electorate receive more than $170 000 Past experience has been that the community responds
when one school in my electorate received just $9 500? Thetell by bringing substantial quantities of household chemi-
is a hell of a big difference. A government is meant tocals for disposal. A collection undertaken in Whyalla last year
represent all people in the community. That is something thignabled the safe disposal of 3 347.5 kilograms of waste. Zero
government has consistently failed to do since 2002. Thi¥Vaste SA collected mainly waste oil, paint and lead acid
government happens to be the highest taxing government latteries, as well as small amounts of corrosives, pesticides,
this state’s history, raking in more than $1 billion in taxes.detergents, fertilisers and solvents. | am sure that the Upper
The health system, the police, the mental health system arfgputh-East community will respond well to this opportunity.
the education system have been starved of funds over the p&sllections will be undertaken in May as follows:

3% years to the point that some are barely functional. | am Kingston District Council, Council Works Depot, Adam
pleased that the Minister for Health is here making some Road, Kingston on 9 May;

comments because her portfolio is one of those. - Robe District Council, Council Works Depot, Robe Street,
The Hon. L. Sevensinterjecting: Robe on 10 May;
The SPEAK ER: Order! The Minister for Health is out of - Tatiara District Council, Mark Murphy’s Place, Beeamma
order. Parsons Road, Padthaway on 11 May;

TheHon. D.C. KOTZ: When the government announced - Tatiara District Council, Council Works Depot, Border-
a further $25 million under the School Pride program, had town on 12 May; and
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Tatiara District Council, Council Works Depot, Previously under the former Liberal government this
50 Williams Avenue, Keith on 13 May. information was openly available on the Building, Land and
The following councils are scheduled for collections in MayAsset Management System web site. This site has not been
of 2006: the District Council of Grant, City of Mount updated and was phased out this year and replaced by
Gambier, Wattle Range Council and Naracoorte Lucindal&amis—or the do-not-blame-us Strategic Assessment
Council. Management Information System—by the present
| am sure that people in the community will take up thosegovernment on 4 April. DECS’s justification—that the
options, because it is very important for all of us. It is muchinformation should not be available to the public because of
better for the environment to reduce the amount of wastghe sensitivity of the data and that how much is spent at each

chemicals generated, rather than using elaborate and expesite is risky information—is alarming and, | agree with the
sive systems to deal with them. shadow minister, self-explanatory. We need to be open and
accountable.
SCHOOLS, MAINTENANCE

Mr SCALZI (Hartley): Today | wish to talk about the WORKPLACE SAFETY

accountability of backlogs in maintenance, in specificterms 1. sNELLING (Playford): | am advised that there has
with schools, and how this government is not being transpaiseey gjgnificant improvement in occupational health and

‘,\aﬂnt' Bu(t;bef%re that, Mr S.pe?kerﬁ | would Iiki.t%than:}( thegatety performance in the wine industry located in the South-
ount Gambier community for the way in which we have g, ot the state. | am pleased to report that, following major

been received and for the preparation and work that has gongr, by the wine industry in South Australia to improve

irrl]to setting up thfifs parliamentin Mount Gambier. | also thanky e 5th and safety standards in recent years, significant results
the catering staft. . in terms of reductions of injuries and disease have been
TheHon. M.J. Atkinson: You were one of the few ,chieved. Typically both the number of injures experienced

Liberals who voted to come here. and the cost of those injuries are trending downwards.
Mr SCALZI: The Attorney says that | was one of the few . o
In the South-East, we can identify improvements—from

Liberals to do that, but that does not mean that | fully endorsg‘%:out 79 injury claims for 2000 down to about 53 for 2004,

the idea. | believe that le in regional ar n toh . . ; °
€ idea. | believe that people in regional areas need to ha ese are particularly pleasing results given that, during the

contact with government. | trust that the government an od tion for the industry has ri Furth
opposition will have regular cabinet and shadow cabineiame perioc, remuneration for the INGUStry has risen. Further,

meetings, public meetings and bring committees to this plac understand that the local Workplace Services office has seen

so that the public can interact and not just observe us off/JOr improvements in the implementation of health and
stage. safety management systems across local industry, particularly

I would like to go back to the problem of transparencyin the development of safe systems of work, physical

regarding the backlog in maintenance for schools. The oth uarding, chemical storage, provis_ion of trai_ni_ng and entry
day | asked a question about the comparison of mone ﬁon_flned ?paoclses, together with kthe Wr']”'“gf_‘“;‘]ss a|r<1d
spent—$7 million—on the Sturt Street school and the Im usiasm of industry pafrues to ;No_rdtoget er with Work-
backlog of school maintenance that is in this area. | said that 3¢ Services in strllvmg ora s.a € industry. )
the McDonald Park Primary School had $333 572 in backlog As has been previously mentioned to the house, in South
maintenance; the Mount Gambier North R-7 Primary Schoof\ustralia over the past three years, we have seen the targeted
had $508 618; the Mulga Street Primary School hadntervention strategy in the wine and grape growing industry.
$558 933; and the Grant High School had $868 478. The Wine and Brandy Association has spearheaded this
Schools in the South-East are in need of extensivactivity on behalf of the industry, and in partnership with
maintenance and this work needs to get done. | trust that tA&/orkplace Services. The geographical areas covered during
government will give attention not only to this area but tothis campaign included South Australia’s Limestone Coast
other rural areas, because as a schoolteacher by professigdd, in particular, the premium winegrowing area of the
know that access to subjects and education in regional areg®onawarra. Strategies involved the development of
is not the same as in the city. | believe that this issue must bguidance material to assist in achieving compliance with
addressed, even though | come from the city. occupqtlona_l health and safety Ieglsl_atlon, cor_1duct|ng audit
An online database which provided information about howe@mpaigns in response to complaints received, research
well schools were maintained by the government has beefPnducted and providing information sessions for industry
shut down by the Rann Labor government. The governmeritakeholders.
is trying to conceal that it is not spending enough on schools During 2004 and early 2005, information sessions were
and is ensuring that the spiralling maintenance backlog dteld in the Coonawarra about the completed statewide wine
schools is kept secret from parents, consumers and otherdustry audit campaign. Attendees were provided with the
schools. | suppose that one can understand the logic: thHmdings of the audits conducted, and information regarding
government does not want schools to compare the backlog cobmmon hazards identified and relevant risk control in the
maintenance. | believe that this is another example of Labdndustry. The auditing campaign of vineyard blocks and
failing to be open and accountable and keeping the public imineyard contractors commenced in 2003, and was completed
the dark about its shameful neglect of schools. This isn December 2004. The main areas of non-compliance
occurring at a time when the government is flushed withidentified throughout the audits included: plant guarding;
funds from GST revenue, stamp duty and increasing propertyazardous substances, including materials safety data sheets
taxes. To raise what happened in the past when the state hadd storage; full protection, including mezzanine floors and
to pay a huge debt no longer matters. The public needs tkylights; electrical and portable equipment, including
know why, with all the funds available to it, the governmentdamaged cords and a lack of residual current devices;
is not addressing the problems. firefighting facilities; and occupational health and safety
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policies and procedures, in particular, dealing with remoteermination agreement under which the parties agreed to the
and isolated work, hazardous plant and chemical usage. terms on which property was to be divided. Other terms of
In 2003, the guidelines for the wine industry in Souththe termination agreement included deleting reference to St
Australia were first printed and made available to the winglohn in the name of the ambulance service, removing any
industry to assist stakeholders achieve or maintain compliengoing interest by St John in the ambulance service, and
ance with health and safety legislation. Workplace Servicegidemnification of the Priory and St John in respect of any
worked with the South Australian Wine and Brandy Associa-action brought against them arising from the joint venture
tion, WorkCover and industry and union representatives t@greement.
develop the guidance material, and it served as an invaluable All of these arrangements are now in place and the final
reference point during the vineyard auditing campaign. Oftep in the process is to remove references to the Priory and
course, the wine industry’s commitment to continue toStJohn from the act. The amendments facilitate the removal
improve standards of health and safety is ongoing. | lookrom the act of all references to the Priory and St John, and
forward to hearing of more success towards the end of 200%9rmalise the current governance arrangements. | seek leave
following the further audit scheduled for the Coonawarrato have the explanation of clauses inserted without my

region.

| again want to commend the wineries and grape growers
for their efforts in pursuing this most important objective of
improving safety for the wine industry in the South-East. The
government has worked hard with industry in this area. We
have achieved good results, but there is a lot more to do, and
we are committed to delivering even safer workplaces for all
South Australians.

AMBULANCE SERVICES (SA AMBULANCE
SERVICE INC) AMENDMENT BILL

TheHon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health) obtained
leave and introduced a bill for an act to amend the Ambu-
lance Services Act 1992. Read a first time.

TheHon. L. STEVENS: | move:

That this bill be now read a second time.

The purpose of the bill is to remove all references to St John
and the Priory from the current Ambulance Services Act
1992. In 1981, individual St John Ambulance Brigade
ambulance services around South Australia amalgamated and
became the St John Council SA Incorporated, later called SA
St John Ambulance Australia Inc. It was the beginning of the
single statewide ambulance service that we have today. In
1989, the Priory, the national governing body of St John,
decided to refocus its role on a national level and, conse-
quently, directed the progressive withdrawal of St John from
ambulance service provision in South Australia.

A complete withdrawal was unachievable in 1989, butin
1993, a joint venture between the state government, the
Priory and St John became possible. The joint venture led to
the establishment of the South Australian Ambulance Service,
which was incorporated under the Associations Incorporation
Act 1985 on 1 July 1993. The formal joint venture agreement
dated 26 February 1993, included provision for the eventual
withdrawal of St John and the Priory from the South Aust-
ralian Ambulance Service Incorporated. In 1995, the Priory
indicated its intention to finalise its withdrawal from the joint
venture. In 1999, the Priory delegated to the minister its
power to nominate and appoint members of the South
Australian Ambulance Board. Currently, the Ambulances
Services Act 1992 provides for the composition and selection
of board members, with members being nominated by the
minister, the Priory or, in one case, jointly by both the
minister and the Priory.

Agreement on the division of St John’s real estate interest
was a necessary pre-requisite to the Priory’s withdrawal. This
has been resolved by the enactment of the St John (Discharge
of Trusts) Act 1997 and, in 2001, the then responsible
minister, St John, and the Priory, entered into a joint venture

reading it.

Leave granted.

Part 1—Preliminary
1—Short title
2—Commencement
3—Amendment provisions
These clauses are formal.
Part 2—Amendment of Ambulance Services Act 1992
4—Amendment of section 4—Interpretation
Itis proposed to insert definitions Afbulance Board, rules
andSAAS nto section 4. SAAS is the SA Ambulance Service
Inc and the Ambulance Board is the committee of manage-
ment of the association appointed by the Minister in accord-
ance with the association’s rules. It is further proposed to
delete the definition oPriory. One of the purposes of this
measure is to remove all obsolete references to the Priory as
the Grand Priory of the Most Venerable Order of the Hospital
of St John of Jerusalem no longer plays a role with respect to
the provision of ambulance services in this State.
5—Amendment of section 5—Offence
The proposed amendment inserting paragraph (aa) is con-
sequential. The proposed amendment to the penalty provision
raises the penalty from $15 000 to $20 000 for an offence
against this sectiori€ the provision of ambulance services
by unlicensed persons etc).
6—Amendment of section 7—Conditions of licence
The proposed amendment to the penalty provision raises the
penalty from $15 000 to $20 000 for an offence against
section 7(4) ie failure to comply with a condition of a
licence).
7—Substitution of Part 3
Itis proposed to delete current Part 3 (SA St John Ambulance
Service Inc) and substitute a new Part 3.
Part 3—SA Ambulance Servicelnc
11—SA St John Ambulance ServiceInc to continue as
SA Ambulance Service Inc
The SA & John Ambulance Service Inc was
incorporated on 1 July 1993 under tAssociations | ncorpora-
tion Act 1985 for the purpose of carrying on the business of
providing ambulance services. That association is to continue but
under the name SA Ambulance Service IBAAS). The object
of SAAS is to provide ambulance services of high quality,
wherever they may be required in the State, making use of the
services of both volunteer and employed personnel.
12—L egal status, management and control of
SAAS
This new section makes provision for the legal status,
management and control of SAAS. SAAS continues as an
association incorporated under thssociations | ncor poration
Act 1985 (the Al Act) with management vested in the Ambulance
Board which must manage SAAS’s affairs in accordance with the
Ambulance Services Act 1992, the rules and the Al Act. The rules
are to be made, varied or revoked by regulation and will be taken
to conform with the requirements of the Al Act.
13—Establishment of Country Ambulance Ad-
visory Committee
SAAS will establish th&Country Ambulance Advisory
Committee to advise it about the provision of ambulance services
in country regions. This provision is similar to current section 13.
14—Accounts and audit
This provision provides that SAAS must keep proper
accounting records to enable the Auditor-General properly to
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audit its accounts and report to SAAS and the Minister. This
provision may be compared with current section 14.
15—Limitation on SAAS's powers to borrow or
invest money
SAAS is prohibited from borrowing or investing money
without the written approval of the Treasurer.
16—Annual report
This new section replaces current section 15 and
provides that SAAS must, on or before 30 September in each
year, deliver to the Minister a report on its operations during the
12 months ending on the preceding 30 June. The Minister must
table the report in Parliament.
16A—Application of Associations Incorporation
Act 1985
This new section relates to the application (with modifi-
cations as necessary) and dis-application of certain provisions of
the Al Act to theAmbulance Services Act 1992.
8—Amendment of section 17—Fees for ambulance
services
The proposed amendment raises the penalty from $15 000 to
$20 000 for an offence against section 17({8)charging a

fee for an ambulance service that exceeds the fee fixed by the

Minister).

9—Amendment of section 18—Holding out etc
The proposed amendment raises the penalty from $2 000 to
$2 500 for an offence against section I8holding out as an
ambulance service provider etc).

TheHon. DEAN BROWN secured the adjournment
of the debate.

PARTNERSHIP (VENTURE CAPITAL FUNDS)
AMENDMENT BILL

The Legislative Council has agreed to the bill returned

herewith, and to make a related amendment to the Business

Names Act 1996, without any amendment.

ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION
(MISCELLANEOUS) AMENDMENT BILL

The Legislative Council has agreed to the bill with the

amendments indicated by the annexed schedule, to which No.
amendments the Legislative Council desires the concurrence

of the House of Assembly:

No. 1. Clause 5, page 5, after line 19—Insert:
(6a) Section 3(1)—after the definition dfe prescribed
national scheme laws insert:
prescribed person means—

(a) a natural person; or

(b) a body corporate that is not the holder of an

environmental authorisation under this Act; or

(c) if the regulations specify a scheme under which

the holder of an environmental authorisation may
apply to the Authority to be accredited as an ac-
credited licensee in respect of a particular pre-
scribed activity of environmental significance—a
body corporate that is an accredited licensee under
such a scheme.
No. 2. Clause 17, page 8, lines 26 to 30 inclusive—
Delete subsection (1) and substitute:

(1) An administering agency, other than the Authority,
may, by instrument executed by the administering agency,
delegate a function conferred on the administering agency
under this Division to—

(a) a committee of the administering agency; or

(b) a subsidiary of the administering agency; or

(c) an employee of the administering agency; or

(1) Section 82—delete the penalty provision and
substitute:

Penalty:

If the offender is a body corporate—Division 1 fine.

If the offender is a natural person—Division 3 fine.

(2) Section 82—after its present contents as amended

by this section (now to be designated as subsection (1))

insert:

(2) A person who by polluting the environment
causes an environmental nuisance is guilty of an of-
fence.

Penalty:

If the offender is a body corporate—Division 4 fine.

If the offender is a natural person—Division 6 fine.

Expiation fee: Division 6 fee.

No. 4. Clause 43, page 19, after line 3—Insert:

(4a) Section 87(3)—after "inspect" insert:

, Or to seize,

No. 5. Clause 45, page 19, line 25—

Delete "natural" and substitute:

prescribed

No. 6. Clause 46, page 21, line 20—

Delete "natural" and substitute:

prescribed

No. 7. Clause 47, page 22, line 34—

Delete "natural" and substitute:

prescribed

No. 8. Clause 48, page 23, after line 37—Insert:

(8a) Section 94—after subsection (4) insert:

(4a) If an environment protection order is registered
under this section in relation to land, the Authority must, as
soon as reasonably practicable, notify, in writing, each owner
of the land and the occupier of the land of the registration and
of the obligations of owners and occupiers under subsection
(4).

(4b) A notice to be given to the occupier of land under
subsection (4a) may be given by addressing it to the "occu-
pier" and posting it to, or leaving it at, the land.

No. 9. Clause 52—

Delete this clause and substitute:

52—Amendment of section 98—Admissibility in evi-
dence of information

Section 98(2)—after "compliance by a" insert:
prescribed

10. Clause 53, page 27, line 25—

Delete "natural" and substitute:
prescribed

No. 11. Clause 54, page 27, after line 35—Insert:

(2) Section 101—after subsection (5) insert:

(5a) Ifaclean-up order is registered under this section
in relation to land, the Authority must, as soon as reasonably
practicable, notify, in writing, each owner of the land and the
occupier of the land of the registration and of the obligations
of owners and occupiers under subsection (5).

(5b) A notice to be given to the occupier of land under
subsection (5a) may be given by addressing it to the "occu-
pier" and posting it to, or leaving it at, the land.

No.12. New clause, after clause 60—Insert:
60A—Amendment of section 108—Powers of Court on
determination of appeals

Section 108—after its present contents (now to be desig-
nated as subsection (1)) insert:

(2) However, no order for costs is to be made unless
the Court considers such an order to be necessary in the
interests of justice.

STATUTESAMENDMENT AND REPEAL
(AGGRAVATED OFFENCES) BILL

Consideration in committee of the Legislative Council’s

(d) the employee of the administering agency for theamendments.

time being occupying a particular office or posi-
tion; or

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: The other place made two
sets of amendments to this bill. One set of amendments
deletes the concept of criminal negligence from the bill. The
government regards this as fundamental to the bill and insists
on reinstating the relevant clauses. The second set of

(e) an authorised officer.
No. 3. Clause 39—
Delete the clause and substitute:
39—Amendment of section 82—Causing environ-
mental nuisance
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amendments concerns child abduction and kidnapping. In thepposition’s rejection of the offence of causing serious harm
spirit of compromise, the government is prepared to conceddy criminal negligence is ill conceived.

| turn now to criminal negligence. The government | will now add to those comments. The opposition’s
strongly opposes this amendment. It is based on the oppoglosition is ill conceived because there are circumstances of
tion’s inaccurate assertion that by this bill the government iserious non-fatal harm where a criminal negligence offence
newly including criminal negligence in the criminal law: it is appropriate. Where we would be wrong would be not to
is not. That concept has long been part of our criminal lawhave such an offence. Let me give an example. In October
as a mental element in cases of causing death by dangero2@04 in central Victoria a man was found guilty of the
driving. Indeed, this parliament has recently enacted two ne®ffence of negligently causing serious injury. Remember,
offences of criminal negligence. One may be found in thévictoria has this offence: we do not. Having finished 12 cans
Criminal Law Consolidation (Intoxication) Amendment Act of bourbon and coke between them, he and a mate left their
2004. That is a move that was enacted by the parliament fishing spot and walked to the nearest town to restock the
abolish the drunks’ defence, long sponsored by the membegsky. They decided to return by car, even though the driver
for Hammond and MacKillop and me and opposed bywas unlicensed and had been drinking and the ute was
members of the Liberal Party. uninsured. On the way back, the ute got stuck on a railway

Under that act, a person may be found guilty of man-crossing. As the train approached, the pair abandoned the ute
slaughter or causing serious harm, even though his conscioi@?d the train collided with it. Thirty-four passengers were
ness was, or may have been, impaired by self-inducelurt, five of them seriously, including one who remained in
intoxication to the point of criminal irresponsibility at the @critical condition for weeks. The damage bill was more than
time of the alleged offence. If the person’s conduct in causing3 million. : _
that death or serious harm—if judged by the standard Thiswas notasimple accident, as the member for Bragg
appropriate to a reasonable and sober person in his positionﬂ?u'd, have it: it involved a serious criminal breach of the
falls so short of that standard, it amounts to criminal negli-drivers duty of care to others. Had there not been an offence
gence. of negligently causing serious injury in Victoria, the driver

The other may be found in the Criminal Law Consolida_\_/vould not have been guilty of any offence of causing serious

tion (Criminal Neglect) Amendment Bill 2004, which was injury to the unfortunate passengers, because his conductin

given royal assent on 7 April and which came into operatiorf:aUSing it, although seriously negligent, was, according to the

on 14 April. The bill was passed without amendment Withcriminal law, neither intentional nor reckless. Of course, he
opposition ;support ' might have been found guilty of the minor offence of driving

MsCh - Absolutel without due care, which takes no account of whether the
s “hapman. ADSOIUEly. ) driving caused injury and which carried a minor fine and no
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | do not think the member

! : : . penalty of imprisonment. Imagine if that train crash happened
for Bragg quite sees the intellectual gymnastics required t9, your electorate. Imagine having to explain to your

support that but oppose this. It establishes an offence Qfonstituents that you, like the member for Bragg, voted for
criminal neglect for failing to take steps to protect a child orihe griver not to be criminally liable for the injuries caused.
vulnerable adult for whom one has ass_umed responsibilit)fnagine, like the member for Bragg, having to admit to a
from an unlawful act that results in serious harm or deatheqngtituent who was seriously injured in that crash that the
Had the bill we are now debating been enacted before thesgason why the driver received a small fine was that you
two previous bills, it would have broken new ground in Southfajled to take the opportunity to create an offence that would
Australian law by introducing criminal negligence for non- ansure he was appropriately punished for his conduct.
fatal harm. That ground has now been broken. The bill will  Apnother thing members might like to know about the
bring us into line with the Model Criminal Code laws in other ,h0sition’s amendment is that this bill repeals section 40 of
states and territories, and laws in New Zealand and Canagge Criminal Law Consolidation Act, which establishes the
about causing serious harm by criminal negligence. EacBftence of assault occasioning bodily harm. That offence in
jurisdiction uses different words to describe the concept ofs pasic form carries a maximum penalty of five years
criminal negligence, but the test for it is the same everyWhe“?mprisonment—the maximum penalty proposed for the new
It is based on the test for criminal negligence and manoffence of causing harm by serious criminal negligence. That
slaughter adopted by the High Court in the case of Wilsonjs the offence that the member for Bragg and the Liberal
and developed in later cases. That is the test set out in the bilpposition will not allow to go onto our statute book.
I repeat what | said in my reply: South Australiais the only ~ The offence of assault occasioning actual bodily harm
Australian jurisdiction not to have a statutory offence ofdoes not require proof of intention and it does not require
causing serious harm by criminal negligence. proof that the bodily harm was serious. The nearest equiva-
The opposition is asking the parliament to reject a cleafent to that offence in this bill is that of causing serious harm
proposal to bring South Australia into line with other by criminal negligence. With the opposition’s amendment in
Australian jurisdictions on a matter of basic criminal liability. the other place, the only possible criminal charge for a person
To support its position, the opposition cites the Mitchellwho assaults another without any intention to cause harm and
committee’s recommendations of 1973 that negligence b&hose action causes that other person to suffer serious harm
retained as a basis for criminal responsibilities in summarys assault. The offence of assault does not require proof that
offences only. But, does the opposition really support thithe defendant’s action caused harm, and its maximum
proposition? | ask the member for Bragg to respond to thipenalty, two years’ imprisonment, reflects this.
in her contribution. Does the opposition understand that, in The opposition’s amendment, if it prevails, will open up
making the recommendation, the Mitchell committee was gap in our law. An example may help. Two men are arguing
also recommending (and | refer to the committee’s fourthoy the side of a busy road. One pushes the other, who falls
report, page 21) that manslaughter by negligence be abawkwardly and unexpectedly into the path of a passing car
ished? Is the member for Bragg supporting that? Thend suffers severe fractures to his leg. Under the current law
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the defendant could be charged with assault occasioningas acknowledged, the amendment that the government does
actual bodily harm and, if convicted, face a penalty of up taaccept is in relation to kidnapping. I think it is important to
five years’ imprisonment. Under the bill as introduced by theplace on record that the Attorney-General had introduced this
government, the man could be charged with causing serionendment in a circumstance that was unacceptable to us and
harm by criminal negligence for which (as for assaultunacceptable to the other place, and now today the Attorney-
occasioning actual bodily harm) the maximum penalty is fiveGeneral accepts that situation. He says that itis in a spirit of
years’ imprisonment. No change there. But under the bill asompromise but, clearly, he has been called out to run to the
amended by the Liberals, the man can be charged only withdvertiser about all the fabulous things this government is
assault, which carries a maximum penalty of only two yearsgoing to do.

imprisonment. TheHon. M J. Atkinson: | don’t run toThe Advertiser:

One might well wonder why the opposition would want | run to Radio 5AA.
people who have acted so negligently as to cause serious MsCHAPMAN: Yes, I'm sorry: the Premier runs fthe
injury to another to escape any criminal liability for it. The Advertiser; the Attorney runs to 5AA to rush out to tell the
answer is simple: the opposition has not thought this througtpeople of South Australia about how important this is that we
It is unable to tell the difference between mere negligencend up debating it here three years after members opposite get
creating a civil liability and criminal negligence—that is, into government. Nevertheless, this was an amendment to
negligence that is so serious it warrants a criminal penalty—ensure that the new provisions in relation to kidnapping and
or to understand why it is necessary. unlawful child removal were accurately reflected in the title

The opposition member in charge of this is an acknowand the margin notes. The government took the view in the
ledged expert in family law but she has no experience ofnitial bill that if a person wrongfully took a child, maybe
criminal law. Others much wiser than the opposition haveheir own natural child, out of the jurisdiction, for example
understood this area only too clearly and have made it aaut of the state of South Australia, contrary to the terms of a
offence to cause serious harm by criminal negligence. Thegourt order, whether that be a Supreme Court, Magistrates
include—listen to this—the parliaments of all other Aust- Court or Family Court order, that was and always has been
ralian states and territories and the parliaments of the Unitean unlawful child removal from the jurisdiction.

Kingdom, Canada and New Zealand. In addition, the Model But the government wanted to pump that up. It wanted to
Criminal Code Officers Committee has included this offencesay that if a father took his own child over the border, from
in the National Model Criminal Code. Bordertown to Nhill, for example, contrary to a contact order

The government will not let the Liberal opposition weakenarrangement by the Family Court, that should be described
the criminal law in South Australia. We are not ashamed tas kidnapping. Quite rightly, the other place, as we had,
take the position that the criminally thoughtless, who causélentified in the debate on this bill that the bill included the
serious harm to others, should be guilty of a criminal offencetwo different offences under the general heading of kidnap-
These amendments must be reinstated. Therefore (amihg, and we believed and still believe and now the govern-
because | am so reasonable), | move: ment accepts that kidnapping should be confined to taking

That the Legislative Council's amendments Nos 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7another person for ransom or as a hostage and that the offence
8, 9 and 10 be agreed to and that the Legislative Council's amenaf wrongfully taking a child out of the jurisdiction should be
ment No. 5 be disagreed to. described as unlawful child removal.

MsCHAPMAN: This bill was introduced by the In moving that amendment, which the government now
government in October 2003 and eventually passed througdccepts, we do not suggest and never have that unlawfully
this house in May last year. The government could haveemoving a child from a jurisdiction is not a serious offence.
expedited this bill but did not do so, and here we are in 2009t clearly is a very serious offence, and | remind members of
the Legislative Council having dealt with the matter in Maythe house that it has a penalty already of 15 years of impris-
this year, to have this matter dealt with. This was notwith-onment—and quite rightly so. Kidnapping, on the other hand
standing the statements by the government at the time of the an even more serious offence, which is reflected in the
2002 election about it adopting a policy in relation to higher penalty that it attracts. It is one of the most serious
significantly increasing penalties in circumstances whereffences on the criminal calendar. It is heinous and should not
criminal offences were committed in aggravated circum-e diminished by sending the notion of kidnapping to other
stances, for example in relation to the nature of the age of thierms of unlawful detention.
victim or the seriousness of the circumstances surrounding There are a number of other amendments which the
the assault. Attorney-General today has indicated that he will accept.

I will not be repeating today all the points made when theThey are consequential to this amendment that the govern-
bill was debated in this house before it went to the othement now accepts, and obviously the government accepts the
place, but | do place on the record that, both in this house andisdom not only of what has been expressed by the Opposi-
in the other place, of the 28 clauses of the bill, the Liberation in this house but of those who have debated this matter
Party had moved only one contentious amendment to one @f the other place. | thank the Attorney for acknowledging
those clauses. The Liberal Party wholly supported thehat that portion of the two aspects of the amendment that
government in relation to all the other matters that weravere put up by the opposition will be accepted.
presented to it in the house. The inexcusable delay is due to | want to return to the most contentious of the amendments
the government. | still do not know why it was in such awhich is to remove the offence of causing serious harm by
hurry to have this dealt with at the time of the election, butcriminal negligence. The Attorney stated—as has indeed

here we are in 2005— transpired, that there have been two important amendments
TheHon. M .J. Atkinson: It was our policy. We got tothe criminal law in this state under this government which
elected on it, remember? the opposition supported. One was in relation to the Criminal

MsCHAPMAN: Indeed, and three years later we finally Law (Intoxication) Bill 2004, which the government mas-
get to deal with the amendments. As the Attorney-Generajueraded as the abolition of the drunk’s defence.
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Without revisiting the debates that related to that, Ireturn to the provision thatis before us. For the sake of
essentially it created, in section 268(5) of the Criminal Lawan accurate record, | refer to the importance in South
Consolidation Act, a special offence of causing harm byAustralian law of the provision for culpable negligence, but
criminal negligence—that is where somebody has caused thiwvill not revisit the debates on that subject. It is important to
harm when they are drunk. Again, without revisiting the law,remember it. The new offence, clearly at the time of introduc-
essentially they could not have formed the intent which, irtion of this bill, had not been adequately consulted upon. The
the normal course of any criminal offence, requires you tgovernment had not, and still has not, produced the answers,

perform the act and have the intent— facts, information or arguments to support the inclusion of
TheHon. M.J. Atkinson: The Liberals say they should this new offence, other than the fact that it was recommended
get off. by a committee of legal officers. The government has not

MsCHAPMAN: —or to be reckless in doing so. | remind demonstrated that there is, in fact, any defect in the current
the house—and | heard the Attorney-General’s injection—aw.
that never before in the history of South Australia has the TheHon. M.J. Atkinson: What about the train crash?

O eHon, M3, Atkineon: Thats uniree: thats complete- _ MSCHAPMAN: You can trot these out and we can
v untrue. | ho .e. ou will rési nwhen | s,how ou the case revisit them if you like, but we have debated the issues and
y ; pey 9 y ‘the debate can be seerHansard, for those who want to see

It S&?'gﬂfg&?ﬁ_ (i/?lzed :t?zgt étdstlr?atthlgs?ltisrtr:gt'I(':hoeu;té con dit. What the government has not demonstrated is that there is
’ ’ any defect in the current law: there is no gap that needs to be

area, the Criminal Law Consolidation (Criminal Neglect) closed on this. So that those who are following this debate

Amendment Bill 2004, which the Attorney quite rightly ully appreciate the extent of this, | point out that we have a

Egm;egbgﬂi a\':/saz rzaslzieo(?‘ tlr?:tmrgg'? :2 02?1? O'fs anr?dvmizpr)gﬁzglr ftuation where, as was said before, the introduction of this
pe of legislation will just be a meal for lawyers. It will

fr?:izu\ghaer:cei SS 'gl;sgglf]e_dV\(nllztr,l[g(;re_pg?iiesnﬁleo?ﬁgr l;?]d xtend the length of trials. It will involve all those people
P purp Y hom the government does not like. It will not even allow

L;h'nle(\’/ :;?piit:ﬁ:n('toﬂgxcga\g ?ﬁgnlg ?;;ﬁgtno ‘\ﬁ:}gﬁ rihL hem to be paid for in terms of representation before the new
y ' P 9 ’ royal commission. This will be a meal for all those people

opposition suppqrtgd, was to ensure that, when a child 'Khom the government does not like. We will have appeals
under the supervision and in the presence of other personf .

a verdict can be obtained for a charge of criminal neglec nd longer trials. Of course, the Attorney-General would not
which arises when that child dies or is injured whilst in the ppreciate that, because he has .never dgne one.
care of the defendants. Let me get back to the point in question. The offences
It works on the principle—the house should be remind-contained under clauses 23 and 24 cover both intentional
ed—that, if more than one person is irresponsible in théausing of harm and serious harm, as well as the reckless
household or is at the scene of the crime at the time, one wiffausing of harm and serious harm. It is very interesting to
dob in the other. The Law Society had some concerns abotiote the provisions under clause 23, which relates to serious
this issue but we have worked through it and we are prepard#rm. | remind the house that that means that, if someone
to support the government, because it does provide a unigientionally causes serious harm, they are subjected to a very
situation where in the case of the death of a young child—anfigh penalty and, if someone recklessly—and they do not
in this case it happened—neither the mother nor her partné@ve to intend to do it—acts in a manner that is so reckless,

are able to be successfully prosecuted. as determined on the facts, they are subjected to a more
The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: And you wanted to refer itto Medium penalty. They are all agreed: the opposition totally
a committee. supports them. However, in clause 24 (and here is the

MsCHAPMAN: Indeed we did, but we did discuss it inconsistency) when it comes to any harm—if you cause any
with the Law Society and we did work through that issue, and’am to somebody—you can be subjected, if you do it
we did make sure that, unlike this proposal, you apply the laintentionally or recklessly, to a different penalty. The
properly. For someone who comes into this chamber on government did not even attempt to introduce this new
regular basis purporting to be able to indicate what will be foconcept, this wonderful concept that will be a welter for
the benefit and the safety of the people of South Australidawyers, of any harm. That is how inconsistent the govern-
and he has never been in a criminal court hearing himselfnent is in relation to addressing this issue.
that really is over from the top. Nevertheless, having worked As the Attorney-General has acknowledged, Dame Roma
through that issue with the assistance of the Criminal LavMitchell, when she was Justice Mitchell QC, convened a
Committee of the Law Society of South Australia, the Liberalcommittee in the 1970s—the Mitchell committee—which
opposition supported that legislation and supported theecommended against incorporating the concept of negligence
government in that action. into the criminal law. And we need to appreciate that it

The Attorney-General is quite right when he points out toshould be there in regulatory offences—and the two examples
the house that this matter has come before the house on td@which | have referred have also prevailed—but not to be
occasions since he introduced it bill. We remember that happlied across the board in relation to serious criminal
hurriedly wanted to get it through because it was importantpffences. That is entirely consistent with Dame Roma
and he subsequently criticised the Liberal Party for the delaMitchell's committee’s resolution at that time. We as an
That is almost laughable. The house needs to be remindeopposition are not convinced that Dame Roma was wrong.
especially those who are following this debate, that it is in théndeed, her report speaks for itself. We certainly would rely
hands of the government as to when we debate these mattess. her judgment way above that of this government in trying
The fact that the government introduced this measure in on® introduce a new concept to the criminal law which is ill
year and then brought it back onto the agenda eight monttkought out, which will be a welter for lawyers and which
later is the government’s problem, not the opposition’s.  will probably result in more people getting off in circum-
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stances that arise because of this hurried legislation, which PRESS REL EASE
has been rushed into the parliament.
When the government realised that there was actually a Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop): | seek leave to make a
whole lot of law out there which covers the situation, it thenpersonal explanation.
tried to dream up some new way of making this look glossy Leave granted.
for the purposes of suggesting that it is doing something Mr WILLIAMS: This afternoon a press release went out
useful to protect the citizens of South Australia. So, that isinder my name in which there appears to be a slight error. |
what they have come up with. It is clearly defective, and itapologise to the house.
does not have the support of people who have thoroughly The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: It's a doozy.
looked at this matter. It will cause confusion— The SPEAKER: Order, the Attorney-General should hear
TheHon. M.J. Atkinson:  What about the Model the member for MacKillop!
Criminal Code Officers Committee, or every other English  Mr WILLIAMS: This lot have been making out that we
speaking country in the world? have been rude all week.
Ms CHAPMAN: Well, you can take those legal offersif  pembersinterjecting:

you like: I will take the Mitchell committee. The opposition  The SPEAK ER: Order! The member for MacKillop has
has before, and it remains in that position, and it will notine call.

support this type of legislation. Let me remind the house that \r WILLIAMS: The press release says, ‘They weren't
there have been a number of occasions when this governmegija, prepared to support a motion that acknowledges that

has reacted, a judgment has been given— there is a problem at Glenelg River. That is incorrect. The
An honourable member interjecting: . motion was amended and passed, and still acknowledged the
Ms CHAPMAN: No; | was going to say that the Premier -gncerns of the shack owners.

comes out with a headline frofihe Advertiser. He actually TheHon. M J. Atkinson: Who's ‘They’?

waits back for a couple of day$he Advertiser comes out The SPEAK ER: Order, the Attorney is out of order!

with a story, the Attorney jumps in with what he is going to
do, and then out comes the Premier, the great white knighf
to say how he is going to fix up a circumstance. Of course, ; O
in the rush to come before 5AAhe Advertiser and the Im%pr)T?tI)%gr;se for any hurt that it might cause to any other
people of South Australia the government usually mucks it '
up. That is what it has done on this occasion, and it oughtto  The Hon, R.J. MCEWEN (Minister for Agriculture,
acknowledge that and pull this out and accept this amend=ooq and Fisheries): | seek leave to make a personal
ment, as has been wisely considered in another place.  explanation.

This is just another case for keeping an upper house inthis '} eaye granted.
place, because if we did not have it we would have to putup  The Hon. R.J. McEWEN: One of the two honourable
with that shallow assessment, before the government rushgg, yhers mentioned in this press release is me. | did not vote

into the parliament with new concepts which will causey,q \yay the press release suggests. | thank the member for
confusion, and further alienate the people ofSouthAustrallﬂAacKi”Op for coming in here and making a personal

from having proper protection in circumstances such as thi%xplanation.

| urge the house to support both of the amendments that have

come back from another place, which have had clear TheHon.J.D.HILL (Minister for Environment and
Democrats have supported in another place. It also sees tBgp|anation.

significance of making sure that we have law that effectively | eave granted.

catches criminals, and is not just there to respond at the time The Hon, J.0. HILL: | have to make this personal

to the play of the media in South Australia. | urge the hous‘:'explanation, because | was the other person named in the

Mr WILLIAMS: | bring this to the attention of the house.
wish to apologise for that going out, humbly and reverently.

to accept these amer!dments. , _ press release as voting against the motion, which is not true.
Progress reported; committee to sit again. It would have been appropriate if the member for MacKillop,
when he was apologising, had mentioned to whom he was
SITTINGSAND BUSINESS apologising.
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): |
move: ADJOURNMENT
That the sitting of the house be extended beyond 5 p.m. At 5.01 p.m. the house adjourned until Monday 23 May

Motion carried. at 2 p.m. at Adelaide.



