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only the tourists but also the locals. | have made several trips

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY on the wine train, and it was a wonderful day out. In fact,

you, Madam Acting Speaker, were on the wine train when we
Thursday 26 May 2005 had interstate guests here for the parliamentary bowls

The SPEAKER (Hon. R.B. Such) took the chair at carnival. On the last dqy we took all our interstate visitors to
10.30 a.m. and read pra)./eré ’ the Barossa on the train—and what awonderful occasion it
’ o ‘ was! Irrespective of what you do, whether sightseeing or

BAROSSA WINE TRAIN tasting, you come home on the train safely, there is great
camaraderie and you get back without any incident. It is not
Mr VENNING (Schubert): | move: only good but also safe; itis brilliant. It has worked well like

That this house regrets the demise of the Barossa wine train aﬁaat' )
urges the government to retain the Bluebird railcars in South | have been approached in the last few weeks by three
Australia and provide support to a private investor to recommenceeparate business people, both within the Barossa and
itas a wine tourist train. externally, who have expressed interest in the idea of re-
I bring this issue to the parliament because it is extremelgstablishing this vital transport link from the heart of
important. Itis an issue which is important not only to me asAdelaide to the Barossa. While the interest from the private
the elected member but also to my electors, train enthusiastsisiness people is enthusiastic and strong about purchasing
the rail movement in South Australia and the unionists whdhe train, the concern is still the worry about insurance, not
built these railcars in the first place. It is also important foronly the amount of it but also the insecurity of it. What will
the future of tourism in South Australia. The Barossa winenappen about public liability fees? That is a great concern. It
train was launched in May 1998, and it was instrumental iris unknown and it is not bankable. The banks will always be
providing a unique experience en route from Adelaide to theery concerned about this component of a business venture.
picturesque Barossa Valley; it was extremely popular. | have written to the Minister for Transport seeking
Between 1997 and 2003 the Barossa wine train was in fubupport from the government through a way of guarantee. |
swing, performing three scheduled trips a week, plus privatam pleased to note this matter is currently being investigated;
charters, which were well patronised. On average 10 000 tand | note the article in today’'s Messenger. Things are
13 000 people travelled on the train each year—70 00®appening. Simply by allowing the wine train to come under
passengers in total. Escalating public liability insurancehe banner of Transport SA's public liability arrangement—
forced the train service off the rails in April 2003, along with and | do not know exactly what that is—it could be brought
all the scares, including SARS and the 11 September everih under that arrangement, which would greatly help the
During this time there has been continuous lobbying frontause, as it would give guarantee regarding the track access.
three members of the community—Paul Henley, Sandra The answer was quite good, but there was a problem with
Williams and Peter Michalak—to get the train back andit when the train first started in getting access through Gawler
running. Lots of people from both within the state andand waiting in Gawler, but, in the end, they got that sorted
overseas are asking when we will get back the wine train—eut. Any business operation would have to have that insur-
because they all expected it to be back on the rails. Thance under control and track access guaranteed, and the thing
famous Bluebird railcar, which is the Barossa wine train, wasvould then be very bankable. As a businessman, the member
proudly built here in South Australia in the 1950s by local railfor Napier would know that you go to a bank and put down
workers; they do make a real part of history in our state. Thew proposition, and you look at the purchase price. The
were built here and they have been extremely strong angurchase price here is not high. In fact, the trains are worth
successful, and their years of life can go long into the futureevery cent they are asking. | cannot mention the figure,
We stand to lose if the government does not take actiobecause that would not be professional or businesslike. |
soon. It will be lost to one of our neighbouring states,think the buyer is going to get a steal here, but they are going
particularly New South Wales, or even sold to an overseat® have to be able to operate at a profit, and this is insurance.
buyer. It has been sold twice before and the deals have falldram happy to tell any particular businessman, if they ring me
through. Even worse, it could be sold off and remodified forup, what the deal is.
use as crew accommodation. Because they are so strong, theyThe Hon. I.P. Lewis interjecting:
can be used as a carriage on our large freight trains. They can Mr VENNING: The member for Hammond behind me
be changed over and used as crew accommodation, whiglipes up, and, yes, | am happy to discuss it with him, too. We
would be a pretty sad way for such a fine train to end its lifeare not asking the government for money. All we are asking
Surely, they have a better use than that. There have already for the government to back this in with this insurance
been some close calls. In fact, the deals have fallen throudtability, which governments are now doing in other areas of
and the train still remains here in South Australia. | saw it aourism railway in Australia. | do not know of any single
couple of weeks ago. Itis in excellent condition, particularlytourism railway in Australia that is not operating under some
inside. They started up the train with a flick of a switch andform of government subsidy.
it ran. It has been in the shed all this time. The big concern The Hon. I.P. Lewis interjecting:
is that they are looking for space. If they push it out into the  Mr VENNING: It does not have to. All it is asking for is
weather—and it could be within a week or two from now — that insurance guarantee. The time clock is ticking. As soon
not only will the weather get to it but also it will be graffittied as they push these trains out into the weather, all these
within hours of its being put out there. Members can see whaiptions will dry up. Other privately owned and operated rail
happens at the Islington rail yard: the amount of graffiti isservices in neighbouring states all receive some kind of
disgusting. It will be very sad, indeed, to see these fine trainsubsidy from their government. If the government fails to
graffittied in such a way. step in and provide some level of assistance, South Australia
The venture itself is an extremely viable option and will stands to lose yet another important piece of its heritage and
re-create a unique way for tourists to see the Barossa—naail history and a great tourism opportunity will be gone.
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The attitude of possible investors is positive. They havesupport of the member for Schubert’s motion to look to re-
done their number crunching. | spoke to one of them lasinvigorate the Barossa wine train and to urge the government
night, and they have approached councils outlining their plan support that initiative to see it literally get back on the rails.
and are now waiting for some response from the governmeithave a very clear understanding of the member for Schu-
in terms of public liability insurance. | am not sure at thisbert’s passion for anything concerning the railways. As the
stage whether the consortium will be formed or whether thénouse knows, because | have spoken about this issue
train will be run by a sole bidder. | have met them all, but | previously, | was employed by the member for Schubert for
have not told them who the other bidders are. If they wish t@ number of years as one of his advisers, or whatever you
get together as a consortium, | would be happy for that tavant to call it, in his electorate office, and | wrote a number
happen; it does not worry me. But, as | have said, the first onef speeches for him on this issue. So, | speak with some
in gets the cherry, as far as | am concerned. Whichever patimderstanding of the issue the member for Schubert brings
is taken, at least the commitment is there. It really is amazingp the house.
when you look at all the attention this issue is receiving not | also enjoyed the particular trip mentioned by the member
only in the metropolitan media today but also the local mediahat was undertaken several years ago, when the parliamen-
in the Barossa—and it is not only the newspapers but also iary bowls carnival was held here in Adelaide, and | had a
is being talked about on the radio. In today’s edition of thelittle to do with the organisation of that trip as well. We had
City Messengethe headline is ‘Barossa back on timetable’, a tremendous and pleasurable day travelling to and from the
and on 5AA this afternoon the Barossa wine train and th@arossa on the wine train, departing from the Adelaide
Bluebirds will be part of a talkback session. Many people argRailway Station, as | recall, and obviously moving out
treating this as two separate issues, which they are. through the northern suburbs and then out into the Gawler

People realise how important a service like this is to theegion up into the Barossa. It was great.
state. The support and the lobbying has been very wide- e called into a number of wineries, including, from
spread. People want to have the opportunity to experience thigemory, Chateau Tanunda. It was a really pleasant day, and
Barossa on a totally different level. The previous Liberalit gave South Australia an excellent opportunity to showcase
government worked very hard to establish the wine train ifyhat an outstanding tourism industry we have here. It showed
the mid-1990s, and it would be an absolute shame to see thil the visitors from the other states how tremendous our
wine train pulled from under us. The wine train was payingtourism and associated supporting industries are. It is
its way back then, and it will do so again if the impedimentdisappointing and unfortunate that the Barossa wine train has
of public liability can be addressed. | thank and acknowledggeased to operate, but historic railways do play a significant
the petition presented by the Minister for Tourism lastrgle in the total tourism initiatives that we offer our visitors.
Tuesday. | implore the Rann Labor government to take this - | has been unfortunate that we have seen this government
issue seriously and help promote our tourism ventures anght put a tremendous focus on tourism. We get the old
keep our South Australian heritage strong and support the rgnetoric, the old dogma, of three or four key issues, and that
establishment of the Barossa wine train. | urge the governs g1, Byt the previous Liberal government had a real focus

men_t to look into the feasibility of public liability insurance g and a financial commitment to tourism. Unfortunately, that
coming under Transport SA's insurance umbrella. We musg5s tailed off under the Rann Labor government.

act now or we statnd_ to lose one of South Australia’s most The Hon. M.J. Atkinson interjecting:
iconic passenger trains. . . . Mr GOLDSWORTHY: You should be ashamed of
Finally, | have a passion for this not only as a wine tram%ourselves
ing t hool ' .
but also because when | was a student going to schoo The Hon. M J. Atkinson: We are.

Adelaide—as the member for Hammond would also have s .
done—I travelled on this train as a teenager. A lot of them  Mr GOLDSWORTHY: That is good. The Attorney-
have been scrapped. General says that they are. That is a tremendous admission

The Hon. I.P. Lewis interjecting: of how poorly you have handled yourselves. | am not here to

Mr VENNING: The member for Hammond reminds me P€ sidetracked, or railroaded, if you like, by the Attorney. |
about our behaviour. Mostly it was good, but it was notWant to get my thoughts and qontnbutlon back on track. As
always good—school students will be school students. Thisas Saying, we have seen this Rann Labor government not
train is not just part of the state’s history but itis also part ofProvide significant, adequate and satisfactory resources to the
our personal history, and to use it as a wine train was a grefgUrism industry. Everyone should be acutely aware of the
idea. Let us hope that we can get over the politics, and let Iﬁ‘emendous economic activity that tourism does provide to

get over the finances and keep this train here in SoutH€ State. o

Australia. | urge all members to support this motion. We see other iconic events, such as the V8 super cars,
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mrs Geraghty): | call the ~ When literally millions of dollars worth of activity is created

member for Kavel. within the state. | must say that | am a fan of the V8 super

cars. | know that some people are not, but I am. | enjoy it.
Mr GOLDSWORTHY (Kavel): Thank you, Madam Mr Venning: You drive one.

Acting Speaker. 1, too, would like to— Mr GOLDSWORTHY: | do not drive a super car, but |
TheHon. M.J. Atkinson: Acting Deputy Speaker to you. do drive something that looks a bit like one. | do plan to
Mr GOLDSWORTHY: We've got the pedant of the travel to Bathurst this year to see the race, which indicates my

house with us, clearly. The Attorney-General has— enthusiasm for the sport. | want to see how that event is run
Members interjecting: not just as a spectator but as a concerned and responsible
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! Member for Kavel, South Australian member of parliament. | want to compare

will you come back to the substance of the debate please.how that event is run with the running of the Clipsal 500 V8
Mr GOLDSWORTHY: Thank you for your guidance, super car race here in Adelaide. As | said, | commend the
Madam Acting Speaker. |, too, have pleasure in speaking imember for Schubert for bringing this issue to the house.
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A historic railway also operates in my electorate, namelyforgotten about him. The next day they lost him, and it goes
the Steam Ranger. | know that the people who look taon—but | digress.
promote the Steam Ranger in my electorate are also keen to That veterans gold health card was indeed gold to my dad.
receive additional funding from the government. Hopefully,He was also secure in the knowledge that, when he was no
when the Treasurer brings down the budget this afternoon, wenger with us, my mum would also receive these medical
will see a significant increase through the tourism portfoliojpenefits as a war widow. That is also a very important aspect
and, hopefully, those funds will flow onto trains such as theof the gold card. Widows of eligible servicemen are provided
Barossa wine train, the Steam Ranger and other historiwith the health benefits of the gold card on the death of their
railways around the state. spouse while they remain unmarried or not in a common law

One only has to go to Victor Harbor in the summerSituation. o

holidays to see the tremendous patronage of the cockle train. | wantto place on the record my appreciation for all those
That s full. Every time that train runs from Victor Harbor to medical practitioners who accept the veterans affairs gold
Goolwa and back, it is pretty well full. When my children health card and provide wonderful service to our eligible
were little they used to love going on it. It used to be aServicemen and women and our war widows. As | said, |
highlight of the children’s day to get on the cockle train, goknow from personal experience how important the surety of
to Goolwa, hop off, have a look around and then come bacthat health card is to veterans and, as they age and their health
to Victor Harbor. You would see hundreds of mothers,deteriorates, how much they value the care that is provided
fathers, children and grandparents—the whole familo them by so many dedicated doctors and other medical

Structure_enjoying that train in the summer months dowrprac'titioners. Ther.e are many services that these (;|0Ct0rS
at Victor Harbor. provide. They monitor the health of a veteran or war widow;

As | said, the member for Schubert is correct in bringingthey coordinate their health services; and they conduct regular
reviews of their medication and treatment. They prepare

this matter to the house. | support him in his efforts. It is an lti-disciplinar re plans. health ments and
important initiative to support the Barossa, which is a ver)/ﬂnu sciplinary care pians, heaith assessments and case

important region of our state. If we did not have the Baross&°nierences for the Department of Veterans Affairs for
valley—and | would like to do some research on this—ther veterans identified as having chronic and complex condi-

would be a significant detrimental effect on our state’s lons—and the list goes on.

domestic product. With those few words, | have pleasure ir& or!tz\;\/ciz dag;oggdgg'y:grg_g davr\]/gr ?Nr? dbc?v:/ral\?lsrso(ls;\:]heeiln \/ler\(/)aS
supporting the motion of the member for Schubert. had recently moved from Port Adelaide to Golden Grove to

be nearer to her family. She was also very cross. This lady
had contacted something like six doctors in her area before
she found one that would accept her gold card. Very naively

MsBREUER secured the adjournment of the debate.

GOLD HEALTH CARD | had assumed that all doctors would honour the gold card,
. . ] but clearly | was wrong. Mrs Gynell's husband, Stan, was a
MsRANKINE (Wright): | move: Rat of Tobruk. He served in New Guinea and he, together

That this house registers its appreciation of all those medicalvith six of his mates, became critically ill while in New
practitioners who honour the Department of Veterans Affair's goldGuinea. Five of them died, but Mr Gynell and one other were
health card in the treatment of our eligible ex-service men angsved when they were carried out of the jungle by the fuzzy
‘é‘ﬁ;gg?t?ﬁg gvga"\t'gdggvzgnd calls on those practitioners who don uzztg angels. He was then hospitalised for eight to nine

months.
In moving this motion | do have to tell the house that my  The rejection of Mrs Gynell's gold card by these doctors
father was a veteran’s gOId health card holder. In the last 1gccurred just as we were preparing to celebrate the 90th
years of his life we went through many traumas as far as hignniversary of the landing at Gallipoli. Great timing!
health was concerned. Like so many old diggers, he was @rs Gynell's husband suffered dreadfully as a result of his
real fighter. He refused to allow the three strokes he ha@ar service; she lost her brother during the war and her
suffered, his deteriorating mobility, reduced speech, throther-in-law; and her father was a lighthorseman in World
removal of an eye, and ever-increasing emphysema to dull hig/ar |. Understandably, she was angry and upset to have to
enjoyment of life. He savoured every moment secure in thgyffer the embarrassment she did and to be made to feel like
knOWIedge that, if and when he neede_d medical attention, 5_ beggar_ Her comments to me included the Suggestion that
was available, whether that be from his local GP or throughhese doctors were not ‘real Australians’ and, quite rightly,
more specialist services or hospitalisation. Let me say that hghe said that they enjoy their lucrative jobs because of people
never felt more secure about accessing the best medicgle her husband. That is true for all of us: we enjoy the
attention than when he was admitted to our Repatriatioffestyle we have because of the sacrifices made by thousands
Hospital here in South Australia. | am proud of how this of young men and women, people who sacrificed their youth,
Rann Labor gOVernment has committed to the Repatna“ofheir innocence and, for far too many, their lives.
Hospital. Its services are unique in every sense of the word. These doctors who refuse to accept the veterans gold card

My dad managed, however, to have some interestingeed to stop and think about what they are doing. They might
experiences—if | can call them that—in our public healthbe unhappy with what the federal government is paying them.
system when that now great born-again health crusader, thenderstand that they are getting something like 115 per cent
former Liberal minister for health and member for Finniss,of the scheduled fee. | accept that there may be some argy-
was in charge of our hospitals. | well remember this 80-yearbargy about the level of the fee and the level of service that
old man being left in his jarmies to wait a full day to be sometimes needs to be given to these people as their health
transferred from the privatised Modbury Hospital to theneeds increase, but | say to them: take it up with the federal
Repat in an empty ward, with no advice given to the family,government. | am going to, and | will speak about that later.
and when we went looking for him we found that they hadThat will be part of a separate debate. | say to these doctors:
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‘Don’t take your frustrations out on our diggers and theirthrough the federal government and the federal office of the
widows.’ AMA, which is obviously a key stakeholder. The AMA

The gold card can be used for a range of health-relatedgrees that this motion shows appreciation for medical
services, not only GPs, but also allied health and communitpractitioners who honour the gold card but wants to explain
nursing, chiropractic services, day surgery, dental servicehat the reason it is not universally honoured is that index-
home and community care, specialised footwear if they neeation of the gold card, in its view, has not totally kept pace
it, medical specialists, hearing services, pathology servicewith the cost of providing health care and services to
psychiatric care—again, the list goes on and on. They are als@terans.

entitled to access hospitals (both public and private). ltwould - That is the reason why some doctors do not honour it. The
seem that some GPs—I have been advised somewhere in tigyument that the AMA put forward is that these are busy
vicinity of 25 per cent—would rather charge these patientgyrofessionals who have a lot of customers to see, and that the
using their Medicare card, because if they do that they cafinancial disincentive linked to the card is such that they
charge a top-up fee. If they accept the gold card, the arrang@rioritise their patients so that they see those for whom they
ments with the Department of Veterans Affairs are such thayj|| receive a larger remuneration. Therefore, there are some
they cannot add on an extra charge. _ _ issues that need to be taken up with the commonwealth and
_Like I said, I can understand why they might have a gripe will certainly be raising them with the Minister for Veterans
with the federal government—they would not be flying soloaffairs in Canberra when | coordinate with her. | would
there—but that is no excuse for penalising these people Whgertainly support the honourable member if she wants to join
have already given so much. This year, when we havene in that or if she wants to make representation of her own
celebrated the 90th anniversary of the landing at Gallipoli angp the federal minister on the basis of saying to the federal

the 60th anniversary of the end of World War 1l and hon'governmen[: ‘Can we make the veterans go|d card work
oured the sacrifice of service personnel and their familiegyetter for doctors?’

when we should be ensuring that our lives and actions truly - :
honour these people and do their sacrifices justice, the Clearly, they have to make a living. They have bils to

doctors, who are prepared to force further sacrifice on our eX2->’ they are small businesses, they are professionals, and |
o prep . . ‘can understand why some of them might favour the better
service people and war widows should hang their heads i

shame Baying customers, so to speak. Having said that, | think that
) there is a case to join the honourable member’s call for
Boctors to consider veterans as a special group within their
customer base. | had discussions recently with a dentist in my
nstituency, a young man who is very professional, who is
unning a very successful dental practice, and | raised the
9sue with him, noting that the honourable member’s motion
was coming forward. He said to me that, by and large, most
. dentists go out of their way to honour the gold card for dental
gold card holder in my area has to go through Wha(/vork and to help veterans, especially, even though they do

Mrs Gynell went through. : . ; X
| suggest that is an exercise that other MPs might like tonOt get paid as much. He said that there is generally goodwiill.

undertake. To those other mean-spirited GPs who are turning He explained, however, that in certain demographic areas
our gold card holders away, | say: think just a little bit aboutVhere perhaps there is an older population, where there might
what Mrs Gynell said. Consider perhaps how and why yoP€ & confluence of veterans or widows of veterans, they can

are in the position you are in today and, if you have a gripe?” turn up at the same dental practice, and this might also be

take it out on those who deserve it, not those who fought t@" effect with the doctors. If, for example, as the honourable
protect you. ' member noted, one of her constituents had to go to six

doctors, there is probably a seventh doctor who is taking
Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): | rise as shadow Vveteransanditmay be thatthey all flood there and, therefore,

minister for veterans to commend the honourable member fdhis particular practice finds itself overwhelmed with veterans
moving the motion, with which the opposition fully agrees. because he or she is the only professional who will see them,
We understand very well her sentiments on this matter. SHi@erefore the problem is accentuated. Such a medical
is quite right to share concern on behalf of her elderlyProfessional might well have a sort of dummy spit on this and
constituents when they find themselves going to doctors wh&ay ‘That's enough: | just can’t see any more; it's costing me
do not accept the veterans gold card. It is a miserablgloney’, and not see any more veterans.
situation when, as she has pointed out, a war widow of 85 MsRankine: If they all took the card, each doctor in
years of age can find herself having to run to five or sixAustralia would only have to have 12 gold card holders.
doctors and still be turned away. On noting the motiononthe Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: Indeed. The honourable
Notice Paper| contacted the RSL and the Australian Medicalmember makes a good point: if every doctor saw veterans, the
Association, both here in South Australia and in Canberraload would be spread around and it would be a more reason-
| have come to the conclusion that the honourable membetble outcome for all. | spoke to Jock Stratton, the President
is not only right in respect of doctors needing to be a littleof the RSL, and he supports the motion, so | come in here in
more compassionate and understanding in accepting go#d spirit of complete bipartisanship to say that I think the
card veterans as their patients, but | have also come to th®use should concur in the motion in full. As the honourable
view, albeit perhaps surprisingly, that the federal governmennember points out, these men and women and their spouses
needs to step up to the plate here a little more effectively andave made a special commitment to the country and to the
ensure that there is not a financial disadvantage for doctostate, and it behoves us to remember that commitment. It
linked to the veterans card. The AMA explains that the goldoehoves the medical profession to do so, in particular, but |
card is issued as a consequence of negotiations that ocdiink the commonwealth also has to pull its weight.

right thing. Many go above and beyond the call of duty in
caring for these people, and | have nothing but praise an
admiration for them. In fact, | am now going through ther
process of contacting the GPs in my area and surroundiq
areas to confirm which doctors do the right thing. We will be
compiling a list that | will make available so that no other
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Perhaps the honourable member can talk to the Minister | am pleased to see that this is now becoming a public
for Health and the state government could write to the federalebate. Having had a father of whom | was very proud and
minister, if it has not already, and raise this issue with it onwho had a very colourful World War 11 history, | saw how
a government to government basis as well as whatevdong it took and how difficult it was for him to eventually get
separate representations we might make. | urge the houseT®I. Sadly, it was only a few years before he passed away.
support the motion and give it swift passage. | know that it has never been easy for our returned service

men and women to get what they deserve. In fact, generally

Ms THOMPSON (Reynell): | congratulate the member speaking, in the last 10 years | would think they are doing
for Wright for raising this important issue in the house. It is better than they were for all the years before that.
something that had got under my radar until | made inquiries. Having said that, I think this Gold Card matter is just one
| therefore congratulate her on her vigilance for being able t®f @ number of concerns to veterans. | want to put on the
identify where these important people in our community aréPublic record my particular appreciation for a man for whom
suffering adverse experiences. The fact that GPs would pick have enormous time, who has done so much for me
and choose their patients on the basis of whether or not thédersonally as a local member of parliament for Mawson, who
are veterans is quite a disgrace. My inquiries, in our areaVas responsible with some others for actually getting the
indicated that members of the RSL of the older generation d&0ld Card and who ran a campaign for several years. Thatis
not seem to be having the same sort of problems as VietnaMr Max Gamlin OAM. Max, with others from South
veterans do. | think we all recognise that Vietham veteranéustralia—and I will not mention the others because | am not
have many complex health needs. The fact that they woulgware of them all, but | know there were several—
still be experiencing discrimination so many years after that@mpaigned hard for the Gold Card. My mother has a Gold

terrible encounter is quite sad and totally unfair. Card now, and she is very proud of that. It is the pride as

' much as anything else because they deserve that. It is
| have spoken to a Vietnam veteran who .has had to Sho&sheartening that some medical practitioners do not see Gold
around for doctors. He is someone who is active in th

Vietnam veterans community, and he is well aware of man Zﬁﬁ g}':p;sljr? (;)(\a/\:ever, | appreciate the struggle and strain
wiﬁt?]%rp ;/gés tﬁl]ae\g]ng_lfﬁ:hrgg:(;ggnsdeté%:atgsﬁgczact&rtsvsggﬁ? | travelled down to Adelaide this morning listening to the

. L . . =~ “Tadio about the massive waiting lists for elective surgery in
ﬁ?sm tit;T%Selt |rs] E:\f): ttéhﬁﬁeiéstggtrig?‘u%r; rrrrr]](;n%;’itsgweﬂ? e state. People are waiting 43 months to see a specialist as
confirms tha¥[ some dentists also ar)é not so willing .to se result of the Rann government’s lack of support for health.
Vietnam veterans and, again, | commend those who ar hat means that general practitioners are under enormous

seeing veterans, and | express my concern about those w I‘rﬁeesrssu;en. d?}réeisg;(r:lgfer?g; :?;% tgat kr‘gxma;[ el||v 'g% OQ alrjs I(;]f_
are not. At the time that | spoke to this constituent, he was ou f y app y ooy

. . ; . age. | know that the general practitioners are under enormous
at Kensington after having to make a 72 kilometre round trip g ssure particularglay in thg southern region, because we

to see a specialist whom he required to see because there W ply do not have enough general practitioners there.

no-one in the South. Despite there being several practitione? . . ) ;
of this discipline within the South, he could not find one who Having said that, | do not think that money is the only

ould s Him i GoldCar. s ha ot p 19 1230 i s because docors by and g, e ey
Kensington in order to see the particular form of medical® PP 9

practitioner he needed to see. | commend that person r?]eeing patignts. | think their workload is the problem, as
Kensington ) sometimes is the complex nature of health matters that need

attention for those people who have been in conflicts around

Again, | express my concern about all those in the Soutlhe world representing the rest of us here in Australia and
who are not pulling their weight and enabling Vietham protecting our lives.

veterans, and other veterans, to get the medical services that| want to highlight something about which | have a

they require. Once again, my congratulations go to th@articular concern atthe moment and which ties in with this,
member for Wright, as do my thanks to her for being vigilantand | will be speaking more to Martin Hamilton-Smith, the
and allowing me to identify the difficulty that some of my shadow minister for veterans affairs, about this matter. Over
constituents are experiencing. Certainly, | am very willing tothe years | have spent a lot of my time in ward 17, which is
work with her and others to see that | do not have to have anihe psychiatric section of the Repatriation Hospital. | know
more of my constituents doctor shopping, dentist shoppinghat my father would not mind me saying that he had not only
or practitioner shopping in this way. These people deserve theerious physical injury but some serious mental health at
best and, if it is the case that it is a particular problem fottimes, and | can understand that when there are only three of
Vietnam veterans, this is even more distressing because thggy to get off theHMAS Sydneghree days before it goes
have had a very rough go over the years. down, after going through the most intense conflict in the
Mediterranean, and when they sank @aeoniat Crete in

Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): In my normal biparti-  July 1941. And | saw a lot of other people who had those
san way, | rise to support this very important motion.sorts of needs.
Members would realise that the opposition will always Of course, especially now with Vietnam vets, there is
support the government if the motions involved make sense@normous need to support them with their mental health. We
and | am pleased to say that on this occasion this motion doedl know that Australians did not greet and appreciate their
make sense. Nothing is more important, in my opinion, tharefforts when they first came home, and that was very, very
looking after any man or woman who has represented thegad. Ultimately, to a degree, that has now been fixed, but it
country in any conflict and, potentially, put the ultimate will never be completely fixed. If you are going to send men
sacrifice before them in order to give us the democracy thaind women overseas to keep us safe and democratic, and
we enjoy so freely in Australia and South Australia. when they come home not show the appreciation in respect
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for them that they should have, then | can understand that hasd the like and the debates that go on about accessing the
an enormous impact on their health and well-being. | antherapy pools at the repat, | think it is time we did have a look
concerned about what | am hearing about ward 17 at that what is going on in the bureaucratic side of this health
moment at the Repatriation Hospital. system and do the very best we can to support these wonder-

I hope that this state minister goes out there and has a vidiil men and women.
and a look around. | am also concerned that some of the | commend the member for Wright for raising this. |
psychiatrists in this state appear to not want to take on somiatend to check with my local doctors. | have not had it raised
of the more difficult cases, and these are extremely complewith me, and | think our local doctors in the south would be
cases at times. | met with a constituent of mine recently, andery responsible to Gold Card holders. It would probably be
for obvious reasons | will not name him as we stick withmore the case that we just do not have enough doctors in our
confidentiality. This man and his wife are a lovely couple.areas, if they cannot get in there. But | will be following it up
This man has been through enormous difficulty in his postvith psychiatrists to see why they cannot do better for these
Vietnam years, because, when | analyse it, he was neveeterans.
given enough support from the day he actually came home.
Let's face it, if you are not well and if you have been through  MrsGERAGHTY (Torrens): | rise to support the
any sort of trauma and that support is not there for you, thenotion and to briefly make some comments. | think that all
situation is going to arise where its makes it even moref our aged citizens deserve good medical treatment, in
difficult for you to get well. | admire this man. He is a good particular, our veterans. My father-in-law is a Gold Card
man, and he has done everything he can, but he is simply nbolder. He is 91 and doing a remarkable job caring for my
getting the help from the psychiatric profession. mother-in-law who, regrettably, suffers from dementia. | have

| am advised that at the repat hospital you go in therdo say that his Gold Card is invaluable to him and to us as a
because you have a health problem, and you actually meefamily. His doctor is a wonderful, caring and very supportive
psychiatrist. You have one session or, maybe, if you are vergllow. He is a very conscientious doctor, so we are extremely
fortunate, you have two sessions. After that, the next time yolucky in that regard. | think that all our veterans deserve the
go there, guess what? It is a different psychiatrist. And theame support and treatment from their medical practitioner,
next time it is another different psychiatrist. Again, the timeas our poppa does. They have served our country very well.
after that, with the greatest respect, it is a psychiatrist who haslso, the wives of ex-servicemen have to be respected and
just graduated, who is learning, and probably has not had tieanked for the role that they played. | support the motion and
practical experience for the more complex health matters withcongratulate the member for Wright for bringing it to the
respect to some of these veterans. | find that disgusting, afi@use. | think that it is something that a number of our
| want that looked into. medical professionals should take note of.

It seems that it is possibly a financial matter, because the
psychiatrists who are more experienced can earn more money Ms RANKINE (Wright): | take this opportunity to thank
outside of the repat hospital. | also find it concerning thatfhose members opposite for their support of this motion.
whilst this gentleman, like many others, has an excellent localhere have been some instances in the media where private
general practitioner who is concerned, it is very, very difficultmembers’ time has been berated as a waste of time, and |
for him even to get to see a private psychiatrist. And when h#hink | can show some examples where when motions of this
does, it sounds a bit like you are going through a factorytype have been supported in a bipartisan way we have been
because the best you get is a 30 minute session, as | adble to achieve some quite significant results, certainly in
advised, and after that it may be several months again beforelation to the federal government, and one of those examples
you can get back to see that psychiatrist. Complex matteiyas when | moved the motion in relation to the pneumo-
require complex solutions at times, and that means more tha@®ccal vaccine, and had the support of the member for
a 15 to 30 minute cursory visit with a psychiatrist. | actually Morphett. As we now know that vaccine is now available free
think that between the state and federal minister, it is time t&0 all of our babies, and it is as a result of the campaign and
have a very close analysis of both the physical and menthe support that came out of this parliament.
health matters associated with veterans, and to ensure that wel was going to leave this for another time but | feel in light
can deliver a better service for them. of the comments made by members of the opposition that |

It is not satisfactory that, ultimately, you have to rely onshould actually make these brief comments. I think the Gold
other returned servicemen and women to go as volunteers €ard system here is quite unique in the care and treatment it
meet with these other returned servicemen and women farovides for our veterans, and in recognition of their contri-
assist them through difficult times. It is not satisfactory thatbution. We heard some talk about the needs for doctors to
some of these people do not want to leave their own homegjake some business decisions in relation to the services that
and have problems going even to their local shopping centriéey provide. | think it is true to say that many practitioners
because they have not been given enough support. It feel that the scheme provides them with inadequate condi-
certainly not satisfactory that pressure comes to bear on tH®ns and inadequate reimbursement. There is no doubt that
spouse and the family members of that person who is unwell think South Australian general practitioners must be
as a result of their commitment to our country, that they allencouraged to continue to support the Gold Card, despite the
suffer. fact that they are having problems with the federal

In summary, whether it is doctors not seeing returnegyovernment—and | acknowledge that—but they must be
veterans and members of the forces who have represented gu@arsuaded to stay on board and continue to support our Gold
country, whether it is that they will not see them because the¢ard holders.
are busy or because it is Gold Card, or whether they are |understand that GPs receive a veterans access fee on top
matters to do with psychiatric or rehabilitation assistance, oof the Medicare scheduled fee for signing up as a Department
even some of the more easy things to fix like giving themof Veterans’ Affairs local officer. This was introduced
opportunities to access health rehab centres in their own arefdlowing the loss of something like 2 500 GPs from the
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scheme back in 2003. The fee was not indexed and, ihave to wait for that? Of course, it is obvious that there will
January 2005, was increased to 115 per cent of the standavd stuff in today’s budget, because there is an election within
Medicare-Plus incentive fee. It is felt by many in the medicall0 months; and the government says, ‘We had better show
fraternity that these fees still undervalue the medical servicethe regional people we are really interested in them.’ Itis a
provided by those GPs. Even under the more generousagedy that no interest has been shown in three years.
arrangements of remuneration, they are not sufficient to In that time our exports have fallen dramatically. | have
provide the quality care and treatment to veterans—most dést year's figures with me, and it went from $9.1 billion
those whom are ageing and disabled—and | think that that iwhen the Liberal government was in office down to $7.4 bil-
a particular issue in the areas of GP work force shortagdion. We will probably find out more about statistics on our
particularly in northern and southern metropolitan Adelaideexports later today. The Labor government wanted to treble
I understand from a recent poll conducted by the AMAexports, like the target we had set well before them. All that
that 86 per cent of veterans have more complex needs thdxas happened is that the figure has fallen, while during our
the other patients, and that 81 per cent of the Department ¢¢rm of office it went up.
Veterans’ Affairs patients required considerably more What will happen to exports if this drought continues? |
paperwork and red tape, cutting into the available time fohate to think. It will be catastrophic. We cannot blame the
them to service other patients. | can understand their gripgovernment for the drought—I acknowledge that—but other
with the federal government, and it is one that | will be takingprograms could have been in place well and truly before this.
up with it. More concerning, a sample of 335 doctors who If one looks at last year's budget, one sees that the
participate in the DVA local medical office scheme—that is,government bragged about a $950 million capital works
they recognise the Gold Card—indicated that 60 percent gfrogram. It sounded good, but, when some creative account-
GPs are on the verge of withdrawing from the scheme if théng with the car fleet was removed, the budget actually cut
federal government fails to act. capital works by $50 million. So, there was not a $950 mil-
This is quite a critical situation, and one that I think needdion injection: it was actually a $50 million cut. That is what
to be taken very strongly to the federal government. Wehurts, and, of course, it is showing in regional areas at
cannot allow these people, as all of the speakers have sajlesent. | acknowledge that at Mount Gambier the Minister
who have given so much of their lives and their families tofor Regional Development announced how the infrastructure
ensure our way of life. Their health has suffered as a resuftund had spent money in the years 2002-03 and 2003-04. |
of that. They cannot be left to wallow, they cannot be leftsuspect that it was designed to try to blunt my motion,
behind, they cannot be left unprotected, and we have a clelecause my motion was high up in the list. However, at
responsibility to do what we can to ensure that the federdylount Gambier, as members would recall, we had debate on
government upholds its responsibilities for our ex-serviceearlier motions; so we did not get to this one.
men, women and war widows. | am happy to acknowledge that $400 000 was committed
Motion carried. to the Port Broughton boat harbor, which used to be in my
electorate but is now just out of it. But in the previous two or
REGIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE AND SUPPORT three years, during the term of the Liberal government, we

SERVICES committed significant moneys, well in excess of that, to
Edithburgh, Point Turton, Port Hughes and Wallaroo jetties,
Mr MEIER (Goyder): | move: to name but four. Labor has put forward one: we put forward

That this house expresses alarm at the lack of attention being pafdany. Of course, it is only a small commitment in my
to regional infrastructure and support services in rural Soutlelectorate.
Australia since the government took office. The minister also announced that there was an $85 000
It will be interesting to see what happens in today’s budgetgrant to assist with expansion of broiler farms at the Port
We have already heard many of the announcements—pr#Vakefield poultry farm. Again, this is very welcome, but our
announced to give the government maximum publicity—andjovernment, during the last three or four years we were in
| guess that that is a modern phenomena. One wonders whfice, committed to at least two hay processors in my area,
one even has to sit here and listen to it this afternoon if wérimo Abattoirs (which required major infrastructure), at
know a fair bit about it already. | have been extremelyleast two engineering firms and many aquaculture projects.
concerned with the lack of attention, and the lack of monewVe had projects on the go all over the place. Therefore, the
given to regional infrastructure projects since the Labomnnouncements by the Minister for Regional Development
government took office. You, Mr Speaker, and most of uspale into insignificance compared to what had been occurring
would recall the situation when the Liberal Party was inbefore the Labor government took office.
government and it sought after fixing up the majority of | am particularly concerned about what has been happen-
state’s financial problems, remembering that it inherited dang to the roads in my area. In March and April 2004—just
$9.5 billion debt. We started to spend money in infrastructur@ver a year ago—on the road from Maitland to Weetulta, the
in regional areas in a way that it had never been spent beforead heading north out of Maitland, shoulder sealing was
In fact, it resulted in enhancement of the efficiency andoccurring, and | was absolutely delighted to see that. |
accessibility and safety of roads, water supply, and othestopped to speak with the construction team. As it happens,
infrastructure projects. In our last budget, the 2001-2002 spoke to the Victorian manager, who was there looking at
budget, a huge $1.7 billion was allocated to regional Southow the project was going. It was a magnificent finish, and
Australia. | said, ‘Are you about ready to seal it?’ He said, ‘No,

What have we seen happen since we left office? Basicallynfortunately, no money has been made available to seal the
the amount given to roads has been cut. The amount given ghoulder. It will be left as dirt.” | said, ‘That is a total waste
infrastructure generally has been cut. It will not be surprisingpf money. It will deteriorate within the next year or two and
therefore, in today’s budget to see a reversal, but for threae will back to where we were within three or four years.’
years we have had virtually nothing going on. Why did weHe said, ‘I know." | said, ‘How much will it cost to seal the
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section you have done?’ At that stage they had done fiveHon. Rory McEwen) was at the meeting, but no other
kilometres and were due to do another kilometre or two. Heninister attended. The former minister, Trish White, was
did a quick calculation and said that it would be aboutthere, but she was basically there as the member for Taylor
$200 000 to $250 000. | said, ‘How much is it per kilometre?’because the Mallala area was included, and the member for
He said, ‘That would mean we could not widen the nextGiles (Ms Lyn Breuer) was also present, along with several
kilometre or so because that is about what it costs to do thepposition members. | do not think any Independents were
earthworks.’ there. | was extremely disappointed that the minister did not
On that very day | sent an urgent letter to the then ministeattend. | would have thought that the Minister for Infrastruc-
for transport (Hon. Trish White). That letter, of 2 April 2004, ture and the minister for water resources would have

states: attended, because it was about providing water for regional
...l was‘nonplussed’ when told by one of the officials onsite areéas.
that the widened area would not be sealed. | wonder what the Central Local Government Region

On further questioning it was clear continual grading and ; ; ;
maintenance work will have to occur within 12 months or so. | thenthOUght of it. It has been trying for years to get things done.

sought information from the company onsite as to how much ifit IS not only this state government. The previous state
would cost to seal the five kilometre section and whether the seglovernment wanted to do more, but members would remem-

could be laid straight over the work currently being completed. Theber that we were limited in our finances. The present

answer was ?203'$25f0 Ooggorl_g‘ﬁ éez'sa{]rdléeéglc\laé‘Nb%\‘;&‘de”ak@ﬁvernment is overflowing with money from GST revenue.
on the completed surface . : .
MINISTER, | PLEAD WITH YOU TO PERSONALLY It probably highlights that the state government has to get real

INTERVENE AND SEE THAT A SEAL IS UNDERTAKEN and start doing something that will really help regional areas.
E)O;Lﬂyg';"e'- 'SZVCC;%?] rﬁﬁr&?rfgé%%{arl'fﬂﬁ’é?]efées%réfevg o;w;%i”;r(‘)% _ Today, | heard an announcement—and the member for
anticipation of using your commonsense and savinglratepayers afd'”ders will pmb?‘b'y Comm?r.‘t f“”h‘?r' because it is In her
taxpayers many thousands of dollars in future years. area, and | apologise for albeit interfering but commenting on

her area—that apparently in today’s budget there is going to

-~ an amount of $48.5 million funding for a water pipeline
highlighted some of the statements, one expected that | wouﬁxe ; . |
get an answer quick smart. We followed it up with three. om Whyalla to Kimba. | would normally say, ‘Hooray! That

phone calls over the next few weeks and months. Five month'ogne\)l(vﬁg??gs?rlijétligﬂ?;gr'ggﬁzogg?é’, Uﬁ? googé\é\gigéetﬁgr e
after this urgent letter, | got a reply from the acting minister. : y:

is not enough water in the River Murray to provide the water
for transport (Hon. Terry Roberts). He thanked me for my, . : .
letter and said as follows: that is necessary, and this government is suddenly announ-

cing that it is going to build a new water pipeline taking River

The shoulder re-sheeting works currently being undertaken o i i i
this road are designed to improve the slope of the shoulders al Nélurray water to Kimba. | have no idea where they are going

drop-off at the edge of the sealed carriageway. The treatment wri}P get the water from, but the member for Flinders might be
also provide a safe area for vehicles to pull off the road and i€ble to enlarge upon that.
Westi, Howover 16 consirution mettod usea for the shouldey. SC1ing backto the issue of infrastructure, in my electorate
re-sheeting work is unsuitable for sealing. Additional material would/V€ @reé being charged up to $14 000 per residential block for
be required and a higher compaction criteria would need to be m@ water augmentation charge because there is insufficient
to enable these shoulders to be sealed. water. So, you would probably buy the block for $30 000 and
Firstofall, I could not believe that they were telling me how then you have to pay another $14 000 for a water augmenta-
to suck eggs, namely, that it would improve the slope of thdion charge—and, if you want to build on the land, you do not
shoulders and drop off at the edge. | do not disagree with th&@ave a choice. In the Copper Coast region, it has been
for one second. But the construction company manager ha¢atered down to $6 000: the government wanted to make it
said, ‘Yes, you can seal it straight away but it has to be don@10 000. On that occasion, | had a row with the minister in
straight away, and then | am told, ‘No; additional Compac_hIS.OffICE, and | am still not at all happy about the $6 000. |
tion will be required.’ 1 do not know who is boss, but | would believe that $1 000 would probably have been acceptable, but
have thought that the construction company would knov\$10 000is rldlCUIOUS: The $6 000 W|", of COUrse,. be indexed.
better than other people. Why should people in the rural areas be pelnallsed Sl much
So, | did not get anywhere. To say that | was frustrated"’he,n no-one down here has to pay for it? It is really discon-
and annoyed is an understatement. We are now 12 mont&§rting.
down the track. | have been down that road many times, but In conclusion, | have been pushing since April 2002 (from
about three weeks ago | paid particular attention to it. lthe time we left government) for the last bit of road between
remember that we had not had any rain for six months, oPort Wakefield and Kulpara to be reconstructed. | have
perhaps even longer, so the deterioration would have beerimost had two accidents on that road, so please do some-
minimal. It is when the rain comes and it runs off the side ofthing, Minister for Transport.
the road that the road deteriorates. The potholes were starting
to occur, which is what | said would happen. So, basically, MsBREUER (Giles): | have noted of late and while we
it was a total waste of money in the long term, and it couldwere sitting in Mount Gambier and this week the bizarre
all have been avoided. | cannot believe the incompetence @ehaviour of some of the members opposite. | think they are
a government that says that it is doing something so that fferhaps in panic mode. We are doing an excellent job in this
can say, ‘Yes, we are doing something,’ but it is all forstate. | am particularly pleased about the notice being taken
nothing in the next few years. of the regions and the regional areas. | have great admiration
Earlier this week, a meeting was organised by the Centrdbr the member for Goyder, but | cannot support this motion.
Local Government Region. Five councils were involved,l think it is a panic motion because they are feeling very
including Yorke Peninsula Council and Wakefield Regionalconcerned about what we are doing for the state. | am
Council. The Minister for Agriculture, Food and Fisheriesdelighted with what is going on in our state.

Because | put on the letter ‘Urgent, minister only’ and
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Recently, the government released the regional overviethe state’s South-East. Also, recently, the government
of the Strategic Infrastructure Plan for South Australia. Thiscommitted approximately $1.1 million to regional infrastruc-
is a companion document to the statewide component of theire projects through the Regional Development Infrastruc-
plan. This is the first time we have had a plan of this kind inture Fund. This is in addition to the $1 million to upgrade
South Australia. | believe that it is a major step forward inboating facilities at Fitzgerald Bay, and that will be wonderful
developing a more coordinated, efficient, sustainable antbr our aquaculture industry in Fitzgerald Bay and for the rest
innovative approach to building our state, and | was delightedf the Eyre Peninsula.
to see that plan when it was released. Also, we have committed $400 000 to improve facilities

The statewide component of the infrastructure plan haat Port Broughton. | do not know where the member for
been well received by industry bodies such as the Soutoyder got his stories from. We will be supporting private
Australian Freight Council, Business SA and the RAA, withsector initiatives to upgrade facilities for the fishing fleet in
Business SA stating, ‘The business community applauded tteort Lincoln, Ceduna, Arno Bay and Cape Jaffa. In preparing
government’s long term view outlined in the plan. The the infrastructure plan, the government consulted closely with
Economic Development Board has described the plan asthe regional development boards and the local government
‘weighty piece of work that will resonate with communities associations. Consultation undertaken throughout regional
across the state.’ The board goes on to say: South Australia has highlighted several key regional issues.

It provides clear statements of the government's readiness tdhey require urgent attention, and we have committed to give

borrow to fund public infrastructure projects, along with a commit-that attention. We have produced a comprehensive region by
ment to consider unsolicited bids from the private sector wherqpegion analysis for the state.

targeted at meeting public infrastructure needs identified in the plan. For each region there is a clear illustration of the current

It describes a new process for considering and prioritising thissyes facing regional South Australia and suggested projects
state’s public infrastructure projects, and includes a firstto address the current problems. This plan outlines initiatives
round commitment to a selection of specific projects, and {hat will build on the already significant achievements of the

was delighted to see what those projects were. The Presidgmihor government in delivering infrastructure projects that
of the Local Government Association, councillor John Legoepenefit regional South Australia.

said: The member for Goyder mentioned a decline in exports.
The government and, in particular, the Minister for Infrastructurel am not sure whether he is aware that at the moment we are
(Hon. Patrick Conlon) are to be congratulated on the plan. experiencing a drought. Much of the government’s recent

Councillor Legoe also states that he is keen to see the releaswestment in metropolitan infrastructure will bring benefit
of the supporting regional plans in the future. The Localto the entire state, and particularly regional areas.
Government Association is also delighted with what we have Much fuss has been made about the deepening of the
released in our plan. The regional overview of the Strategi©uter Harbor shipping channel, the Port River road and rail
Infrastructure Plan has been described by the Economiaridges and a new underpass and tunnel for South Road, but
Development Board as having impressive coverage dhese will transform the efficiency of the state’s freight
regional infrastructure issues and priorities. | believe that itransport network and benefit regional export industries.
is the first time that this state has seen something like thifeople think that because it is happening in Adelaide it will
Along with the release of the other regional overview, wenot benefit the regions, but it does. It will be an essential part
announced several priority regional infrastructure projectsfor our export industries.
first, a $10 million component to upgrade road and rail The government's financing package with Flinders Ports
networks and improve grain handling facilities to support theor the deepening of the Outer Harbor channel means that the
export of grain from Eyre Peninsula. private sector and other exporters of goods and services have
While in Mount Gambier the state government allocatedo finance only $15 million of a $45 million project, and that
$2.3 million for the upgrade of the Penola Road entrance té a great deal for regional South Australia.
Mount Gambier. Other priority regional projects announced In addition, the government has honoured its promise to
included improving the condition of local roads in the state’sbuild opening bridges. The bridges will not be tolled, as was
road freight network and upgrading the number one berth giroposed by the former Liberal government. The decision
Port Lincoln. I have taken particular notice of what has beemeans that no additional levy per tonne of grain will be
happening in my electorate of Giles and in the electorate aimposed to get the grain trains and trucks to Outer Harbor.
Flinders. | have been amazed at the number of announc&he Port River Expressway bridges are part of an overall
ments in recent times about infrastructure in those areas. Wkevelopment strategy for the Outer Harbor port, which
are upgrading roads on Kangaroo Island. includes the proposed Sturt Highway extension, the LeFevre
One announcement that was absolutely wonderful newsail freight corridor upgrade, provision of head works at
for me and for the people in Andamooka was that of aOuter Harbor, a new deep sea grain port and deepening of the
pipeline to transport water from Roxby Downs to Anda-Outer Harbor shipping channel.
mooka. The people of Andamooka have been fighting for that In fact, in excess of $400 million is being invested in
for about 15 years. Finally, our government and our ministerypgrading Outer Harbor and transport corridors, linking
Hon. Patrick Conlon, approved that. That will be wonderfuldirectly to the port from South Road, Port Wakefield Road
for the people in those areas. Andamooka is growing. It i®nd the Sturt Highway, with more to come. This work clearly
alongside Roxby Downs. Many residents from Roxby Downsenefits the exports of our state’s rural produce.
are moving into Andamooka. They need that water supply. The government has put in place measures to upgrade the
Andamooka always seemed like a little community, andeliability of the power supplies on Kangaroo Island. We have
everyone ignored it. We have done something about it, anchade arrangements to fund the development of a new ferry
that is wonderful. terminal at Cape Jervis. This terminal will benefit the local
We are also examining road and rail upgrade options tbusiness and tourism community, as well as local residents
increase freight activity associated with the forest industry icommuting to the mainland.
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We are undertaking a program to replace the ferries on theourse, there are a couple of others who have been brought
River Murray, and continue to commit funding to importantin, but there is only one who actually represents regional
road safety measures on regional roads, such as overtakiSguth Australia—and that is Perry Urban. Nevertheless, this
lanes and shoulder sealing. Over $20 million is allocated iis a substantial part of the state.
the coming three years to these two projects alone. Significant For the benefit of those constituents who rétahsard
works have been done by the government to protect watémote that almost half the members on this side are from
supplies for the whole of the state, including salt interceptiomegional South Australia. Most of them are farmers or
schemes along the River Murray, identifying appropriateregional business people, most of them have come from a
locations for new irrigation schemes that will not adverselyrange of industries or local government in the regions, etc.,
impact on the river, sand pumping at the Murray mouth andut of course that is an important difference between the
upgrades to the weirs and barrages. Labor Party and the Liberal Party, isn'tit? The Liberal Party

Arrangements are being made to upgrade the water suppiy broadly representative of all South Australians whereas the
on the Eyre Peninsula, and the announcement today of theabor Party is representative of Adelaide—with the odd
pipeline from Iron Knob to Kimba will certainly resolve exception.
issues we are having with Eyre Peninsula water supplies. We That brings me to the point of the motion. | think the point
know that there are major issues there. This is amazing fahat my friend the member for Goyder is making is that the
the Eyre Peninsula. The member opposite asked where tlirgrastructure plans of this government very much reflect the
water was coming from. The water will be bought. No extranature of the Labor Party, which is an Adelaide based party.
water will be taken out of the River Murray. | am delighted to have in my hand the infrastructure plan. A

We have talked about desalination plants on the Eyreynic might argue that the government’s infrastructure plan
Peninsula, and | heard the member for Flinders on the radighe upgrading of Main South Road, the building of subways
this week talking about this. When we get our new desalinatinderneath Port Road and South Road, the establishment of
tion plant (which I firmly believe will happen and which will bus terminals, beautiful trams running along North Terrace
be built near Whyalla), | believe that the water from there caraind through King William Street to North Adelaide to the
serve Eyre Peninsula. It will serve Whyalla, Roxby Downscappuccino—set, all of which is very good for the member
and Western Mining, or whomever takes over at Roxbyfor Adelaide) is really a Labor Party marginal seats infra-
Downs. That will be an amazing achievement for our part oftructure plan.
the state where water is our biggest issue. Yet, they are saying Dare | be a cynic! The infrastructure developments that
that we are not providing any infrastructure for our state. Théhey have established run through the seat of West Torrens
Minister for Tourism has announced plans for $2.5 millionand those electorates which run along South Road from Elder
to be spent on revamping tourism in outback South Australidhrough Ashford. It runs out by the time you get to the
and already a considerable amount of work has gone into thatlectorate of Mitchell, because the member for Mitchell
| have seen the facilities at Woomera and Coober Pedy fatecided that he did not like the Labor Party anymore and
tourism. This is of major benefit for regional South Australia.became a Green. So, somehow the money runs out when you

ETSA and ElectraNet are continually upgrading theirget through the seat of Elder. It sprinkles through those other
networks and facilities to meet the growth in demand for newnarginal seats, through the Attorney-General's seat, and then
industries such as the Amcor bottling plant at Gawler, thdt goes up to the north. These are all those seats that the Labor
Berringer Blass Winery in the Barossa, Big W's redevelop-Party is hoping to hang on to or win. Itis pretty shallow when
ment at Monarto, and line upgrades at Port Neil, Bumbungajou look at it. The seat of Adelaide with the lovely trams, as
Davenport, Baroota and Tumby Bay. A new 132 kv transmis} have mentioned; Norwood gets the Britannia Roundabout;
sion line augmentation is under way in the Barossa and a nethen, out there in the regions where the rest of South Aust-
peaking power station has been built in that area. The sea gealia lives, that huge mass which is almost the size of Europe,
pipeline and laterals are being constructed by the privatgot a great deal is to be spent.
sector to replace the diminishing supplies at Katnook and a The member for Giles talked about the very welcome
new connection is being made to Naracoorte. The statennouncement today of the pipeline to Kimba. | was in
government is committed to regional South Australia. WeKimba some time ago, and | am sure this news will be
have released plans for prioritising infrastructure developwelcomed with glee, but | cannot find it in the government's
ment throughout the state, and | look forward to furtherinfrastructure plan. | am looking at the water section
development in my part of the state. (page 143) of the government’s infrastructure plan and,

mysteriously, the first announcement they make does not

Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): | am delighted to seem to be listed. | wonder whether the member for Giles saw
support the motion of my friend, the member who representthe infrastructure plan, had a heart attack or palpitations, ran
the Yorke Peninsula district, and also to follow the contribu-to the Premier and threw herself on the floor and said, ‘My
tion of the member for Giles, because that member, ever sinagd, there’s nothing in here for me. I'm a marginal seat now.
the announcement of Tina Wakelin as the Liberal candidat&ina Wakelin's been selected. You'd better build me a
for Giles, has sprung to life. It is like an infrastructure pipeline to Kimba—quick! Because somehow or other it has
renewal. All of a sudden, she is leaping to her feet; she is thmagically appeared, like a dove flying down from above.
champion of regional infrastructure. We have heard the sounBuddenly, we have a pipeline to Kimba. | don’'t know what
of snoring for three years, but all of a sudden it’s go, go, gowve will get next. We will probably have an international
for regional South Australia. airport in Ceduna. Heaven knows what we will have.

Having said that, | think the government should welcomeSuddenly the government has realised that it has to win some
the fact that they have at least one rural Labor Party membenarginal seats, and here comes the dough.
in their caucus who represents regional South Australia. | The poor old member for Goyder, who is retiring after a
think that is commendable: one Labor Party member in theivery distinguished career, is in the unfortunate position of
entire caucus representing regional South Australia. Ofiaving to say to the candidate who is to replace him—
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Mr Meier: Steven Giriffiths. they can enjoy some of the things that people in Adelaide

Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: A very excellent candidate, enjoy.
the very experienced Mr Griffiths. The member for Goyder South Australia does not stop at Gepps Cross or Port
is having to say to Mr Griffiths that there is nothing in the Noarlunga: it is a whole state. What the Labor government
budget for him—that the Labor government is doing nothingheeds to do is come up with a vision for infrastructure that is
for him in terms of infrastructure on the Yorke Peninsula. Myfor everyone. It also needs to understand that Adelaide-based
friend the member for Flinders, an ardent campaigner for thpeople go out into the country and they also need infrastruc-
region, finds that, apart from this recent announcement of ture.
pipeline to Kimba, which was not in the plan, there is not  Time expired.
much for her, either. There is not much in regard to rail or
road. MrsPENFOLD (Flinders): | totally support this motion.

What the Labor Party does not seem to be able to do i) an electorate like mine of 42 000 square kilometres, 10
read. It has not read the RAA's submission, it has not read thieospitals, 72 education institutions, 60 per cent of the state’s
South Australian Freight Council’s submission, and it has noseafood and 40 per cent of the state’s grain, there is a very
read the Council for the Economic Development of AustJow infrastructure input. However, today there is a big
ralia’s submission about infrastructure. If it had, it would announcement. Today | am told that | am going to get
have discovered that there is a need to complete the link frof48.5 million to provide for water that we have been trying
the Sturt Highway to the Port River Expressway and upgradeo get for the last goodness knows how many years. It has
Port Wakefield Road to freeway standard, and to fund it. Ifinally been recognised as being an issue.
would have read that the expansion of the AusLink national MrsGeraghty: How many years? Was that when you
network, the Riddoch Highway, requires approximately 10nvere in government? You had been trying and you didn‘t get
overtaking lanes at a cost of $10 million. It would haveit?
understood that, on Eyre Peninsula west of Ceduna, widening Mrs PENFOLD: Yes. SA Water had not recognised that
of the carriageway to 3.5-metre lane widths has with it a bilithere was a problem but now it does; which is wonderful. At
of $25 million. It would understand that eventually we needlast there is a recognition of a problem and, instead of giving
to duplicate the Duke’s Highway, at a cost of $600 million. an innovative solution, they have decided to go back to old
It would have understood that ultimately the Princes Highwayechnology—and less innovative you could barely ever
will require duplication, at a cost of $600 million. imagine! A $48.5 million pipeline to bring in just over a

It would have understood that the Victor Harbor roadgigalitre of water, which will not even take Eyre Peninsula
upgrade needs to be proceeded with. It would have undeoff restrictions. We will still have restrictions after $48 mil-
stood all these things. It would have understood that there ##on. | can get five gigalitres of water, which would provide
a need to complete the Port River Expressway and fund it. ver half of the whole water requirement for Eyre
might have reflected on its priorities and considered whethdPeninsula—
it was more important to have opening bridges on the Port Members interjecting:
River or to do some of the things | have just noted, like The SPEAKER: Order! The house will come to order.
upgrade our regional roads so that we do not pickltp  The member for Torrens.
Advertiserand read about kids dying at the Port Wakefield MrsPENFOLD: —for about half that price. At the
interchange because there is no effective bypass. That is omoment we are using about 9.5 gigalitres of water. We have
the road to the member for Giles’ electorate, down which seeduced it because of these stringent restrictions. Itis mostly
many of her constituents travel. It has not read any of thoseoming out of the underground basins south of Port Lincoln.
things. It has not listened to any of those things. These basins are overdrawn. It is expected that, if it has not

It has not understood the need for South Australians livinglready happened, there are going to be incursions of water
in the regions to have their roads, their rail, their water androm the sea, and that will make that water saline and we
their power infrastructure maintained. When | reached theertainly will need to have a desalination plant. But we badly
section in the government’s Infrastructure Plan that dealt witlneed to take the pressure off those underground basins
power, | noted that it has all these high-minded objectives formmediately—not in 2007 when this so-called pipeline is
the establishment of power infrastructure, and after every ongoing to come into production, which is going to provide us
of them it says ‘action by the private sector’. | did not see thewith just over a gigalitre, but right now. In 2003 we were
government, which has condemned roundly the privatisatiopromised a $32 million desalination plant, and where is that?
of ETSA and our power utilities, saying ‘We'll build some It is still a dream.
more power generation for the South-East. They're desperate- Then, of course, it is going to use water from the Murray
ly short of energy down there. We'll advance the provisionRiver. We have all been paying this River Murray levy
of gas supplies to the South-East.’ | did not see anything iexpecting that it was going to enable environmental flows
there for additional power supplies on Eyre Peninsula. | notdown the River Murray. | think the people of South Australia
some progress has been made in regard to renewable enedayg going to be furious that the River Murray levy water they
on Eyre Peninsula, but it is all private sector. have been paying is actually going to be used not for

It is amazing how quickly the government has got on toenvironmental flows down the River Murray but to be put
the idea that maybe the private sector has a role to play. Asto one big, long pipeline that will go from Whyalla through
shadow minister for infrastructure, | commend the honourabléo Kimba. We only have a 300mm pipeline at Kimba, so how
member’s motion. The government has neglected the regiomoes it get to the rest of Eyre Peninsula anyway? They would
and continues to neglect the regions. We have a little dropeed to replace most of the pipelines on Eyre Peninsula. The
here and a little drop there. What we need is a vision for th@ipeline system on Eyre Peninsula comes from the southern
regions. Country people matter. Country people count. Thelasin, south of Port Lincoln, with the biggest pipelines down
have a right to enjoy roads and a right to public transportsouth. It then gets smaller and smaller as it goes up. Cowell
They have a right to country theatres that are upgraded dwas about the same size pipeline but Kimba is closest to
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Whyalla with a 300 millimetre pipeline. There is no way we government is making that | just cannot understand how they
are going to be able to expand that without further expendiean believe that they are going to increase the prosperity of
ture, so this is a very short-term low-technology fix using oldthis state.
technology when we are supposed to be the innovative state. That $122 million for a South Road tunnel—maybe we do

| went to the vivasa launch last night on the economimeed it one day, but perhaps we should put that money now
indicators for the state which identified that the regions ointo things which can be geared that will provide jobs and
South Australia produce four of the top five export commodi-wealth for this state and not put it into something that is going
ties in the state: beverages, fish, copper, industrial seeds sit there and perhaps save 10 minutes of travel for the
grains and fruit. A lot of that comes from the Eyre Peninsulgpeople of the city. This is a city-based government. It is a
and Yorke Peninsula. Yorke Peninsula is also in desperaggopulist government. Itis never going to be able to solve the
straits for water. What are they going to do? Add a branch offssues and create the real wealth that this state needs to
to Yorke Peninsula so that Yorke Peninsula is also going tproceed into the future. It is a union-run government, and |
get more water from the Murray River? We met with ado not think that we will ever be able to prosper until we get
delegation this week from the Yorke Peninsula desperate fai Liberal government back in this state—the sooner the
more water, and here is this government where the rest of thsetter. | am hoping that people, after this budget, will wake
world is embracing new technology by putting in desalinationup to what we have—a gimmicky government. This govern-
plants; the technology is improving daily. They are puttingment puts solar panels on top of schools so that the children
in plants. There is over 300 of the type of plant that | amcan learn; perhaps a solar panel in the yard would be all right,
proposing we should put in to Ceduna around the worldut to spend millions of dollars—
already producing very good quality water. Yet, this dumb  Mr Hamilton-Smith interjecting:

government is once again going to spend money that is not \jrs PENFOLD: Signs out the front of closed schools.

going to be income earning. This government sees $20 million going to Carnegie Mellon
~ TheDEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, the members on my ynjversity when we could have a little bit of that money for
right! Marine Innovation South Australia and we would have a

Mrs PENFOLD: This will add to all the other dumb \yorid-class centre of excellence in Port Lincoln for marine

expenditures. It is not going to provide income and jobs folsqucation, research and development. At the moment, South
this state. What they really need is some business braingystralia loses its students—

Opening bridges at $136 million—where is the gearing inthat  \1ambers interjecting:

money? A Glenelg tram is another $21 million. A bus and rail The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order. the members for
interchange is $7 million. Here we are with a railway SySte”\Nright and Torrens! ' '

on Eyre Peninsula taking a good part of the 40 per cent of the ) . L .
state’s grain down to Port Lincoln that needs $40 million to MrsPENFOLD: —to Tasmania. Tasmania is getting

upgrade it. | believe it should actually be connected througﬁtucIents from around the world and from South Australia,

to Whyalla and | would sooner the money went into connect?rr]‘gu\ll‘('jer;;gﬁld be getting them. | think that the minister

ing the railway, standardising it and putting it through so that

it can link at Whyalla to their railway— Time expir.ed. o
Members interjecting: Members interjecting:
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! TheDEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The house will come

MrsPENFOLD: It would mean a lot more jobs and to order.

economic prosperity for this state if we linked the Eyre

Peninsula railway through to Darwin than it will be to put _ Mr KOUTSANTONIS (West Torrens): Thank you, Mr
$48 million into a pipeline between Whyalla and Kimba for Deputy Speaker. Every day you grow in wisdom in the chair
adribble of water, less than we would need to take us off théke a young Obi Wan Kenobi on his path to enlightenment.
restrictions that we already have. The Eyre Peninsul4réad the retired member for Goyder's motion that this house
Catchment Water Management Board predicted in their lagXPresses alarm at the lack of attention being paid to regional
minutes that we have an increase expected on Eyre Peninsifidfastructure and support services in rural South Australia.
of 5000 new developments within the next three to fivelt is true to say that the Liberal Party in _the late eighties an_d
years. Part of that is a big new marina up in Ceduna—a hug%arly nineties had a stranglehold on regional South Australia.
marina which will be wonderful for Ceduna. Ms Chapman: It still has.

What is the water like in Ceduna? | was up there last Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Well, the member for Bragg says
week. The water in Ceduna, when you have a shower in iif still has. | will just talk about two elections: 1997 and 2002.
is like a chemical bath it has so much chlorination in it. WeRegional South Australians, in my opinion, are not coming
do not know what the problems are of bathing in and drinkingoack to the Labor Party, apart from the seats of perhaps
water with that level of chlorination. If we had a big desalina-Stuart, and maybe Frome if the Leader of the Opposition was
tion plant up there, we would be able to put that water in andot the Leader of the Opposition; and, of course, we have a
that marina will have good quality water to drink. Even onevery good member of our parliament in Giles and Whyalla.
of my farmers up there is just putting in $9 000 to provide aThey are the three regional centres. One we hold with a very
water purifying system for his sheep because the water ogood local MP; one we have made very marginal with a very
Upper Eyre Peninsula is so bad. What are they going to dogood local candidate, although, to the member for Stuart's
They bring water in from the Murray River, deplete the credit, he is a very good local member of parliament who
Murray River further, and that water is going to have to bewould be very hard to beat, but | am sure we can; then there
highly chlorinated as well. So, we are going to get a chlori-is Frome; and, of course, there is local loyalty for the locall
nated, chemical mess on Eyre Peninsula for $48.5 million. Leader of the Opposition. In 1997, the member for Bragg—
cannot believe that any minister could be so silly, and it addsyere you president at the time?
just as | said before, to all the other decisions that this MsChapman: No.
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Mr KOUTSANTONIS: But you would have been on the notice, Sir, because | am a student of politics, is that the
campaign committee. You were one of the geniuses on thieiberal party’s vote is contracting at a desperate rate in
campaign committee for the member for Waite, no doubt. regional centres, whereas John Howard’s vote in regional

Mrs Geraghty: She was one of the number crunchers. centres is growing. But the state Liberal’s vote is shrinking

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: How did the number crunchers inregional centres. | am sure that members opposite assume
go in 1997 in rural and regional South Australia? They didthat they will get the same vote that John Howard did in our
not win Giles; they nearly lost Stuart; they lost the safestegional centres, but | would say that perhaps they will not.
Liberal seat in the country to a National Party member whd hope the member for Waite goes out and campaigns in
has now formed a coalition with the Labor government; theyegional areas. | hope he goes out and sells his bona fides in
lost Mount Gambier—the second safest Liberal seat in Souttegional areas. | am sure he would be very popular. | think
Australia; and then the member for MacKillop knocked off this motion is an absolute disgrace, and it is just a typical
their former leader, Dale Baker. This is regional Southparting shot from someone who, I think, is just trying to get
Australia flocking into the arms of the Liberal Party, is it? It stuck into a government, without any substance. He expresses
was a great ringing endorsement of the Liberal Party. Novalarm at the lack of attention being paid to regional infrastruc-
it has come to 2002. They will lose another regional seat—ture.

Hammond. Mr MEIER: Point of order, Mr Deputy Speaker.

Mr MEIER: On a point of order, Mr Deputy Speaker: my ~ Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Why aren’t they happy with it?
motion actually is talking about alarm at the lack of attention The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The member for
being paid to regional infrastructure and support services. Goyder.
is nothing about what happened with the Liberal Party or Mr MEIER: Whilst | think we appreciate that the
anything like that. | draw your attention to the relevance, sirmember speaking has no appreciation of rural areas, | would

Members interjecting: like to ask him when he was last out in the northern regional
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Given the debate— areas.
Members interjecting: The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! There is no point of

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Given the nature of order. Perhaps the member for West Torrens might direct his
the debate up to now, | think it would be a bit unfair if the comments to infrastructure and support services.
chair started being too restrictive on what members can say Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Sir, you bring new wisdom to
in the context of the motion. So there is no point of order. the Jedi council, and | again bow my head to you. | do not
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Mr Deputy Speaker, your Jedi- agree with this motion. | think this government has shown a
like fairness overwhelms us all. commitment to regional people, and we expect nothing in
Mr Williams interjecting: return. When | have travelled in regional areas, | have heard
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Oh, hang on; itis the strategic that people have been overwhelmed with the response to the
genius. | hope they put you in charge of the campaign. CaRyre Peninsula fires. | do not think that the government is
you imagine campaigning against this bloke? It would be likedoing that because we expect to win those seats; we do it
shooting rats in the barrel. However, they lost anothebecause we think it is the right thing to do.
regional seat—Hammond. Let us look at the total. They do  Ms Chapman interjecting:
not hold Giles; they got MacKillop back in a dirty deal— Mr KOUTSANTONIS: The member for Bragg, in her
Mr Williams: Dirty deal? cynicism, thinks that we are helping struggling farmers
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Dirty deal. In a dirty, dirty deal. ~ because of a good media stunt. Would she say that about John
I remember when ‘switch’ Williams was fiercely independentHoward and his pitiful drought relief package to New South
and would not be moved and could not be bought until heyales farmers? No, she would not have said that. But when
said he would stand up to anything but pressure. He woulghe Labor Party does something for regional people, it is a
do anything but hurt the Liberal Party he said in a speech imedia stunt. When the Liberals do it, they are deeply
the last parliament. | remember when there were votes in theoncerned. | reject this, and the member for Flinders should
last parliament when the fiercely independent Mitch Williamsgo and speak to her local constituents and see Labor’s
would only vote with us after he stood in the middle of thecommitment to a region that we are never going to win—
room and counted the house and made sure that the Premjgdver—and look at our commitment because it is the right
was also going to win the vote, then he safely wandereghing to do. We are the ones upgrading Port Lincoln Airport,
across to vote with us to prove that he was fiercely independye are the ones investing in infrastructure, not our opponents
ent. Of course, as it came closer to the election campaign, thghposite. They had 8% years governing South Australia from
local Liberals in MacKillop were becoming a little bit a base of regional South Australia, and regional South
dissatisfied with his performance. He came back into the foldaustralians rejected them.
they did not run against him and, of course, he was re-elected.
Now they have rewarded his dirty deal with a shadow Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop): | rise to support the
ministry, and good luck to him. | am sure that one day he willmotion. Before | talk to the motion, | want to put on the
be a very good minister. record a response to some of the comments made by the
I think the Liberal Party has a bit of soul-searching to do.previous speaker when he talked about my role and the role
Its members claim that we know nothing about the bush. bf MacKillop. | put on the record that when | rejoined the
must say that | have never claimed to be an expert about whhtberal Party, back in 1999, | made a statement that the
happens in regional centres. When it comes to regionakason | was doing that was because the people who put me
centres | speak to the experts. | speak to the Hon. Grahamto this place were conservatives and wanted a Liberal
Gunn; | speak to his brother, the Mayor of Streaky Bay; Igovernment to continue to be in power in South Australia. |
speak to people in Port Lincoln; and | speak to people irmade the comment then that the Independents in the house
regional centres, because | am not an expert. | do not claimt that time were undermining that—which | believe was
to be the font of all wisdom for regional areas, but what | doprobably the wish of the people in, at least, the seats of



2766 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Thursday 26 May 2005

Chaffey and Mount Gambier—and that by sitting on theto get there—turn around and drive out of Tailem Bend
cross-benches we were undermining that situation, angbwards Murray Bridge on the highway, one of the main
history has proved me to be correct. So, | put that on tharterial roads into South Australia and into Adelaide, and the
record: there was no deal, let alone a ‘dirty deal'. road is literally falling apart. It is almost bumper to bumper
Mr Koutsantonis interjecting: trucks on that road, semi-trailers and B-doubles, but the road
Mr WILLIAMS: The poor old member for West Torrens. is just falling apart. We need things like an extension of that
Let me come to the point of the motion. Over the last thregoad all the way to the border; a dual lane freeway all the way
years infrastructure right across South Australia has larto the border. It is incredibly important but this government
guished. | had the pleasure of serving on the parliamentatyas done nothing to help promote that, and that road between
Public Works Committee in the last parliament and it was @lailem Bend and Murray Bridge is falling apart. We were
very busy committee. The member for Reynell served on thiere into the early hours of this morning talking about road
committee with me and she would know how busy thetrauma, and this is the sort of thing that is happening.
committee was. It sat virtually every Wednesday of the year; There is a whole range of things that | could talk to—and
we managed to get a couple of days off over the Christmalsprobably will not get time in the limited time—but we have
break, but | do not remember one year that we did nohad an Economic Development Board in South Australia, and
actually come back for at least one Wednesday in January tee have produced a State Strategic Plan, and | have argued
sit, because the committee was so darn busy. Why were wa@enty of times that it neither develops strategies, noris it a
busy? Because there were projects happening all over than. It is a series of boxes with a wish list of where we might
state, left, right and centre. Anybody can go onto theget to in out years, not even the foreseeable future.
parliamentary web site and look it up, and you will see the The target for the state population plan is the year 2050.
projects that went through that committee over that four-yearsuggest that most of us will be well and truly buried by then.
period, and then compare that with what has happened durinfwe are going to have a state population plan for South
the last three years. Australia, surely it should say something about regional
It is absolutely stark—what has happened in this state iSouth Australia, from which we derive 50 per cent of our
the last three years—so much so, that the government onxports. Surely, we would have a plan to deal with the reason
recently put out a press release saying that they are spendindny we are running out of room in Adelaide and because the
nearly a billion dollars on infrastructure, on capital works.infrastructure is collapsing—and it is indeed overloaded in
Included in that, $111 million is being spent on motor carsAdelaide. We should have a plan to ensure that any growth
because we have changed the system going from leasimg population in South Australia occurred in some of those
motor cars to owning them, and the government has put thareas where we have jobs and huge potential. What we need

down as capital works. is some infrastructure to make it happen. We need some
Mr Hamilton-Smith interjecting: roads, better power sources and water reticulation.
Mr WILLIAMS: It is a capital con. Let us say we put | would like to spend a little time to talk about water,

another $100 million into creating some new assets in thbecause | agree with everything that the member for Flinders
state. There has been no change for that $111 million andfitas said. Here in South Australia we rely virtually 100 per
has not delivered one more asset for the economy of Souttent on the River Murray. Have members opposite missed the
Australia. That is why we are debating this motion becauseéebate that is going on across this nation about the River
of that sort of snake oil salesman trick from this governmentMurray? We will spend $48 million building a tiny pipeline
Go out and drive around rural South Australia and see whab Whyalla to take another few buckets out of the River
is happening, and you will soon understand. Fifty per cent oMurray to support the West Coast. | do not think there is any
the exports sent out of this state are derived from rural Soutfuture in that. We would like to think that we are the innova-
Australia. When we were in government—and a few of thetive state and that we can educate our young South Aust-
members of the government say, ‘We would like to comparealians and keep them here in South Australia. We will spend
what you did with what we are doing.’ | am more than happy$20 million bringing another foreign university here, putting
to do that. In the eight years that we were in government, thanother foreign university in Victoria Square, to train a few

exports out of South Australia virtually trebled. bureaucrats. Yet, the best thinking we can get about water
Mr Koutsantonis: You were not in government. infrastructure in South Australia is to take more water from
The SPEAKER: Order! the River Murray and transport it via pipeline hundreds of

Mr WILLIAMS: In the eight years that the Liberal Party miles. Where is the smart thinking? It certainly is not on the
was in government, South Australia was lucky enough tdenches of this government. We have huge problems.
have the exports out of this state virtually treble. It peaked at The member for Giles mentioned a list of things that the
just over $9 billion for the final year that we were in govern-government has achieved. Basically, it was a list of things
ment—and they have now fallen, and they are still belowthat private enterprise has done in this state in spite of this
$8 billion—yet the Premier and his senior ministers say thagovernment. There are plenty of them in my electorate; for
they are going to, again, treble exports by 2010 from thexample, the SEA Gas pipeline. Not one dollar of taxpayers’
$9 billion starting-off point that they inherited. Sir, it ain't money went into the SEA Gas pipeline. The SEA Gas
going to happen. Even if the government could do somethingipeline project started years before 2002. The only thing that
to get the economy going, the infrastructure in rural Soutlthe Labor Party has done to support the SEA Gas pipeline
Australia has been allowed to fall into such disrepair that wavas to sell SAGASCO. These anti-privatisation people sold
could not even truck the damn stuff out of the state. SAGASCO—and that did encourage private investors to look

The roads are a mess, and they are falling apart. Just gioto gas reticulation in South Australia. | congratulate them
down to Tailem Bend—ask any member here—it is not veryfor that little bit of foresight—but they have railed against it
far from Adelaide, you can probably find your way there.ever since.

You go up Glen Osmond Road, past the Toll Gate, keep | fully support the fine motion brought before the house
driving, and you will get to Tailem Bend—it is not that hard by the member for Goyder. | urge the senior ministers in the
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government to have a hard look at rural South AustralidMount Isa, Cairns, Townsville, Mackay, Sippy Downs,
because that is the generator of the economic wealth of thidorsham, Ballarat, Lismore, Rockingham, Hervey Bay,

state. Geraldton, Albany, Mildura, Wodonga, Northam, Toowoom-
Time expired. ba, Bunbury, Shepparton, Bendigo, Gatton, Dookie, Orange
The house divided on the motion: and Gippsland. Need | go on? We have universities with
AYES (19) campuses in regional areas all across the country. Through
Brindal, M. K. Brokenshire, R. L. the University of South Australia, South Australia has a
Brown, D. C. Buckby, M. R. campus at Whyalla, which has places for university training
Chapman, V. A. Evans, |. F. in Mount Gambier. Those students operate from and are
Goldsworthy, R. M. Hamilton-Smith, M. L. J. trained at the site of the TAFE college in Mount Gambier.
Hanna, K. Kerin, R. G. That is an excellent facility, and | make no criticism of it. In
Kotz, D. C. Lewis, I. P. the absence of any other facility in which they can operate,
Matthew, W. A. Meier, E. J. (teller) the extra funding provided by Dr Brendan Nelson in the last
Penfold, E. M. Redmond, I. M. 12 months has meant that there are now 40 extra places at the
Scalzi, G. Venning, I. H. TAFE campus. Why? Because they do not have their own
Williams, M. R. university?

. NOES (20) Why do | particularly single out in this motion a proposal
Atkinson, M. J. Bedford, F. E. that an independent regional site should have some priority
Breuer, L. R. Caica, P. in the Mount Gambier region? The answer is very simple:
Ciccarello, V. Conlon, P. F. Mount Gambier is the biggest single metropolitan area
Geraghty, R. K. (teller) ~ Hill, J.D. outside of Adelaide in the state. It has a population of 23 000
Key, S. W. Koutsantonis, T. and a further 7 5000 people reside outside the area; and the
Lomax-Smith, J. D. Maywald, K. A. total region, which is supported by the Mount Gambier
McEwen, R. J. O’Brien, M. F. township as a regional city, has some 30 000 people. It is
Rankine, J. M. Rann, M. D. commensurate with many other regions in South Australia
Rau, J. R. Snelling, J. J. which have their independent sites, but this one does not.
White, P. L. Wright, M. J. However, it does have the beginning of a structure, by

PAIR(S) university places, camped on site at the site of the TAFE

Gunn, G. M. Foley, K. O. university. It does not have an independent site. There is an

Hall, J. L. Stevens, L. existing structure, operation and population to support this on

McFetridge, D. Weatherill, J. W. any commensurate reference around the country and,
Majority of 1 for the noes. accordingly, | identify the site for this motion.

Motion thus negatived. It may be that there are more powerful reasons and more

persuasive arguments to put for campuses in other regional
MOUNT GAMBIER, UNIVERSITY locations. We have one in Whyalla. We do not have anything

. . in Port Augusta. We do not have provision, for example, in

'II\'/IhsatCtE?T\cfl '22' éfé:ggéelsnlgzeéo emment to support tr‘Féort Lincoln at that level. We do not have anything in the

| u u v/ u H P H :
establishment of a university on an independent site at Mount iverland at that level. N? doubt, members in th|§ house.WIII
Gambier. come forward and say, ‘We would argue that if there is a

regional placement of a university or support for the birth and

| have pleasure in moving this motion. In 1996, we had . A . )
change of federal government. Initially, under the administr(jblevem'ornent of a university in this state, it ought to be in

tion of Senator Amanda Vanstone, as minister for furthelIhose regional centres., and they may be right.
education, we saw a drive for regional universities in this But, let me say this: at the moment we do not have
country. One which had an enormous impact on New SoutAnywhere for that site. What we have is a Premier who, in the
Wales was the Charles Sturt University, which set up 4ast week, announced that his development of higher
campus for wine research in significant rural and regionagducation at the university level will be to give $20 million
areas of New South Wales, and this had a flow-on impact ofp Pennsylvania. The government will give $20 million to the
rural economies. Carnegie Mellon University for the John Hines School to
The federal government has continued with its mandateeStablish a campus which 75 students will attend, apparently,
I recall that the then minister for health, the Hon. Michaelt0 be trained principally in a degree in public education,
Wooldridge, required that universities include medicalPublic management. This is a school for public servants, and
training in their campuses in regional parts of the state. |4hat is great. But what better place could there have been to
more recent years, the Hon. Dr Brendan Nelson, the no#ain them, what better place to give them some idea of what
Minister for Further Education at the federal level, hasiS happening in this state, than to place it in regional South
secured, ensured, supported and advanced the establishm@Hstralia?
of regional university campuses. | suggest to this house that one of the best things we could
In South Australia, the University of South Australia hasdo to help educate those who will hold senior public service
a campus at Whyalla, and also has places in Mount Gambiguositions in this state is give them a taste of living for a
The University of Adelaide has campuses at North Terracezouple of years in regional South Australia so that they
West Thebarton and Waite and also at Roseworthy, which isnderstand where the wealth of this state is. That is where the
in the Gawler area and which is a regional campus of thgbroduction of this state is, and that is where a third of the
university. As you would know, Mr Deputy Speaker, therepopulation of this state reside and of whom they ought to
are university campuses in regional towns right acroskave some appreciation if, ultimately, they are to be advising
Australia, and | will name a few: Armidale, Launceston, ministers of governments as to the direction of this state.
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We are extending an invitation to a university to cometo MsCHAPMAN: Of course, he is an ex-TAFE teacher.
this country when, at this stage, we have nothing but a pricket us understand the priorities. We are seeking an independ-
tag out there—a little incentive payment by this governmenent site. What does the local member want? The local
to an overseas university to come and set up here. We hameember—
three public universities in the metropolitan area of Adelaide, TheHon. R.J. McEwen: Brendan Nelson doesn’t support
all of which provide the courses provided by that universityit.
and none of which receive the sort of money that this MsCHAPMAN: | met with Brendan about this two
university has received. They do receive some state granta/eeks ago. Have you met with him since then? The local
let me place that on the record. For example, | think that onenember says that they will have the places available at Mount
university gets about $23 million. Of course, it pays backGambier on the TAFE site.
something like $22.5 million in payroll tax to the state. So, The Hon. R.J. McEwen interjecting:
the net benefit from the state government is pretty much zip. MsCHAPMAN: | will come to that in a minute. They

| say that if the government was serious about regionalill have that on the TAFE site, and that is where they will
South Australia and about advancing higher education fonperate from. Why is it that the students training in forestry
people in this state, it would think about how it could bestthrough the degree courses that are being offered in Mount
meet that objective, rather than lining the pockets of aGambier do not deserve to have an independent site? We got
Pennsylvanian board, which has the ownership of thisome inkling of this when we visited Mount Gambier. The
university. In my view, that does not serve the interests oMinister for Families and Communities explained that the
South Australia; and, of course, we still have to work out howreason he had not rebuilt the accommaodation for the depart-
Carnegie Mellon will fitinto the infrastructure of the Higher ments in Mount Gambier which had burnt down nearly a year
Education Council. We have not seen any legislation on thatarlier was because he wanted to collocate a whole lot of
yet, so itis a lucky dip. services on one site. Why is it that the people of Mount

We have the Premier announcing the $20 million, but weGambier or any regional town in South Australia, for that
do not have any of the process. All we have is the announcenatter, should have to put up with that kind of second-rate
ment of the money without having any idea whatsoever as tprovision? It is not acceptable.
how it will fit in. If, of course, the Premier had announced  There is one other thing that | want to say about the
that the $20 million would bring a university of international Carnegie Mellon proposal, on which the government is
standard (which, clearly, it is) to South Australia to provideclearly negotiating, and that is that it is not new to invite
a service that our universities cannot or will not provide, itisCarnegie Mellon to come to South Australia. Already there
a different matter. If the government were to say, ‘It isare students in South Australia who undertake these courses.
necessary to have this course because of a massive skilhder the previous government in October 2001 under the
shortage in an area of medicine, construction or mining'—Iregime of premier Olsen, minister Buckby announced funding
could, of course, go on in this house about the importance argf $1.8 million to train 300 South Australians students in
need to have a skilled work force for the mining developmentiegrees through Carnegie Mellon, here in South Australia. |
of this state. do not know what happened to that project, | do not know

We have had questions about that to the Premier in thighether it is dead and buried, but instead of paying $20 mil-
house, etc. But if there was a proposal by this government tilon to the people in Pennsylvania, $1.8 million was to be
fill a gap, to make provision for skills that we need into thepaid over for the benefit of 300 students.
future of this state, again, that would be a basis upon which  An honourable member interjecting:
the government could successfully argue that this was money MsCHAPMAN: The minister says that it is in TAFE, so
necessarily to be spent in the interests of this state. All we assume it is continuing to operate. Their expertise was
have is the $20 million in the can: “You can come here toprought over to deal with this area of demand, because in
Torrens Building in Victoria Square.” The $20 million is in 2001 we still had a massive shortage of skilled people in the
the infrastructure. Some of itis in subsidies, and the like, bufT industry. If the minister is indicating—and | think she is—
these students will pay full tote odds to an institution that hashat it is operating in TAFE, | am very pleased about that, that
its base in another country. is terrific. For this Premier to pretend that this is something

It will provide a service that we already have. It will pick new is a nonsense.
up some money along the way and be placed in aregion that Time expired.
is of no strategic benefit to this state. | ask the government,
when itis concluding its negotiations with Carnegie Mellon, MsBREUER (Giles): Once again, | think the member for
that, at the very least (seeing that this is the first proposalBragg has missed the point completely, which she is known
either with this proposal or the question mark of a fifthto do on many issues. | oppose this motion because when |
university (which it proposes to negotiate), it get smart andvas in Mount Gambier with the parliament | visited the
look at the benefits of allowing those operations to beMount Gambier campus of TAFE and met with Cathy
established in regional parts of South Australia. MountHughes, an old friend of mine from my Whyalla days when
Gambier, the Riverland and Port Lincoln are a few boominghe worked with me at TAFE—in fact, she was my boss at
areas which could offer a benefit service not only to futureone stage. She went from Whyalla to the university and has
populations but also to regional people generally. done an incredible job setting up what is happening in Mount

There is one other point | wish to make in relation to theGambier for the University of South Australia and, of course,
Mount Gambier proposal. | have raised this matter over &rofessor Len Pullin from Whyalla has been very much
period of time. In fact, last year | raised my concern that therénvolved in this.
seemed to be no impetus from the state, not even from the | was very pleased with what | saw there. At the moment
local member, the Hon. Rory McEwen, for having anthey have 80 students. When they initially got permission,
independent site. they thought they would start with 40, but they have

The Hon. R.J. McEwen interjecting: 80 students studying in a range of areas including: nursing,
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social work, business management and information servicestaff working from there—the increase in the number of
It is an excellent model. They fly their lecturers in and outstudents certainly indicates this—and | congratulate all who
from Whyalla and, | believe, some from Adelaide. They usenave been involved in it. Now let us extend that and put
local tutors for much of their work, and they use audiovisuateaching into the Whyalla campus and into Mount Gambier
aids, etc.. It is based on the TAFE campus, and it is workinglso.
extremely well. The TAFE campus has extraroom, and they pebate adjourned.
are very happy with it.

One of the great things about this is that TAFE students [Sitting suspended from 1 to 2 p.m.]
are actually seeing a transition from TAFE to university and
they are building on that. They are saving on administration
costs and all sorts of things. | think the way it is working at
present is wonderful. There is room for expansion, and | have
no doubt that the program will expand. We do not need to

build a new building or put in a new area or separate thg, i, hoyse the appropriation of such amounts of money as
university from TAFE, because when we startlooking at theiont he required for the purposes mentioned in the bill.
tertiary sector we have to look at issues such as this. We have

to look at this particularly in our country regions, because

realistically we cannot afford to build brand new edifices. We

cannot afford to set up new universities in our regional areas;
it is just not possible.

However, our regional students are very much entitled t
a service, and | believe they have an excellent service there.
I am glad the member for Bragg mentioned the Carnegie ) . . .
Mellon and the $20 million that is going into those courses, Mr BRINDAL: | want to raise with you as a point of
because if we were looking at putting in a new campus a?rder a matter that has been drawn .to my attention and—
Mount Gambier, the money would go to that, and to me that 1 he SPEAKER: Order! The chair cannot hear. If the
would be a total waste. We have an excellent system whicllinister for Transport, the member for West Torrens,
is working well, and | am sure the local member would agredvlinister for Agriculture and the member for Mawson would
with that. like to take their seat, there is one available for them.

If we have that sort of money, | would like to see itgointo ~ Mr BRINDAL: —concerns many members of this house.
teaching at the Whyalla campus. | have brought this subjedhere have appeared lately on the internet at least two sites
up ad nauseam—I constantly beat the minister around thifaat mention me and other members of parliament in a way
head about this subject—but, if we look at the model that ighat may be of interest to you and this house. | ask if you are
working in Mount Gambier, | see no valid argument for notaware of those sites and if anything can be done about them.
putting teaching into the Whyalla campus. The lecturers ar&hey include things like extracts frortansardwhich, as far
flying in and out of Mount Gambier, as | said, and they areas | can see, are not of themselves entirely inaccurate but they
using local tutors and audiovisual aids. All of the argumentdiave comment added to them and they report the proceedings
that | have heard in the past about why we cannot put teache®$ this parliament, and | think reflect on members of this
into the Whyalla campus | think collapse in a heap. parliament, in a way that | do not think is conducive to the

There is a huge shortage of teachers in country regiongood running of this house. | wonder if you are aware of it,
Over and over again, schools come to me and all their countrsir.
members trying to get teachers into their schools. If we train  The SPEAK ER: The chair is not aware of them but, if the
them in the country we can keep them in the country. | havéyonourable member provides some details, we will certainly
no doubt about that, because we do that with nurses angok at the matter. The reason why the chair cannot take a
social workers. So, if we are talking about money going intopoint of order or any other matter when the mace is off the
setting up a new campus for the university, | say that wehooks is that the chair is not functioning in the usual manner,
should not do that, that we should set up teaching at Whyallao it is inappropriate to seek a point of order when the mace
Most country parents are finding it very difficult nowadaysis not in place.
to _send their stud_ents to university in Adelaide. If they can ¢ BRINDAL : | did not know that, and you have taught
train locally, then it is much more affordable for the parents,q something.
and much more likely that the students will go on to uni- Members interiecting:
versity. A lot of our country students do not go on to Jecting: .
university, and financial implications are very much the main 1 he SPEAKER: Order! The house will come to order.
reason for that. Members have a big day and they should not get overexcited

If we put teaching into the Whyalla campus it can then bt this stage.
extended into the Mount Gambier area so that we are
covering both the northern and the southern parts of the state. GAWLER HEALTH SERVICE
To me, this makes far more sense than building some brand-
new edifice somewhere. It might satisfy a few egos, but it A petition signed by 5 253 electors of South Australia,
will not serve the community well. | am sure that the requesting the house to urge the government to renew Dr
communities themselves would rather see the existinffattray’s and Dr Cave's contracts when they expire in
infrastructure being used—and used very well. They are verlyeécember 2005, to enable the continuance of obstetric and
happy with it. The comments | have heard from people in théynaecological services to the Gawler Health Service, was
community are that they are extremely happy with the wayresented by the Hon. M.R. Buckby.
things are running there. | think they have some excellent Petition received.

APPROPRIATION BILL

Her Excellency the Governor, by message, recommended

OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY PRACTICE BILL

Her Excellency the Governor, by message, recommended
o the house the appropriation of such amounts of money as
ight be required for the purposes mentioned in the bill.
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McLAREN VALE, AMBULANCE STATION The SPEAKER: Order! The leader has made his point.
The Attorney should focus quickly on the key element.

A petition signed by 1 299 members of the South Aust- TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: You only need three more
ralian community, requesting the house to urge the goverrfigures. In 2003-04, the budget was $9.158 million; in
ment to construct an ambulance station at McLaren Val@004-05, the budget was $10.591 million; in 2005-06, the
immediately to reduce response times and help prevent thridget estimate is $11.450 million. That is, the 2004-05
potential loss of life, was presented by Mr Brokenshire.  budget for the Office of the DPP was $10.591 million, and

Petition received. in 2005-06, the budget—
TheHon. R.G. KERIN: A point of order: the Attorney
HOSPITALS, NOARLUNGA is testing all of our patience. The question was not about the
level of—

A petition Signed by 135 residents of South AUStralia, The SPEAK ER: Order! What is your point of order?

requesting the house to urge the government to provide TheHon. R.G. KERIN: Relevance, sir. The question was
intensive care facilities at Noarlunga Hospital, was presenteghout the increase in funding for this next year.

by Mr Brokenshire. The SPEAKER: The Attorney should wind up his
Petition received. answer.
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Yes; | have just given the
QUESTIONTIME budget increases. If you could calculate, you would find out
what they were, but | am advised that that is a further 6 per
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC PROSECUTIONS centincrease in the budget of the DPP. That is an increase of

over $1 million from 2004-05 to 2005-06. So, all in all, the
TheHon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition): My  office has received $4.4 million in extra funding since we
question is to the Attorney-General. Will he confirm to thecame to office in March 2002. This is an increase of 63 per
house that the DPP’s office will only receive an extracentin nominal terms. In real terms, that is, accounting for
$300 000 from this budget—not enough to cover inflationthe consumer price index, the increase is about 44 per cent.
and not $1.2 million as promoted by the government? It hasdo not know of any other government agency that has had
been widely reported that the government is giving the DPP’&n increase of that size. If there is one agency the Leader of
office an extra $1.2 million this year. The government haghe Opposition should not be asking questions about in
said that the DPP should be grateful and stop whingeing. Question time it is the Office of the DPP. It is the worst
joint government news release issued yesterday by thegency for the Liberal Party to choose. And the Leader

Treasurer and the Attorney-General states: admits that his government _slasfhed—
$1.2 million extra over four years for extra prosecution stafffor 1 he Hon. I.F. Evans interjecting:

the Office of the DPP. The SPEAKER: Order, the member for Davenport!
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): | have TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: The leader admits that his

the figures for the DPP’s budget over the last nine yeargjovernment slashed funding to the Office of the DPP.

concluding with 2005-06. | will give you some highlights.
TheHon. R.G. KERIN: A point of order: | did not ask EMPLOYMENT, SOUTHERN SUBURBS

for the last 150 years’ history. MsTHOMPSON (Reynell): Can the Minister for the

_The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: The office has not been g thermn suburbs outline any initiatives to deliver new
going that long. employment opportunities in the southern suburbs?

The SPEAKER: Order! TheHon. JD.HILL (Minister for the Southern
__TheHon. R.G. KERIN: | actually asked about whether g, ps): | am delighted by the question from the member
itis true that there is only an extra $300 000 thisyear.  ¢or Reynell. Indeed, | am pleased to assist the member for

The Hon. P.F. Conlon interjecting: Reynell in answering the question. | am pleased to advise that

The SPEAKER: Order! The Attorney should focus onthe there will be 140 new permanent jobs created in her electorate
key element of the question, but he is allowed some room tgy the seat of Reynell in the Lonsdale area as a result of
explain his answer. fibreglass pipe manufacturer Fibre Logic announcing a

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: In the year 2000-01, the $22 million expansion project on its Lonsdale factory site.
budget of the DPP was $6.039 million, and | am advised thathjs will increase the Fibre Logic work force from 25 to 165.
that was a 6 per cent cut in funding to the DPP. This project will also create temporary jobs during the

The Hon. R.G. Kerin interjecting: construction process. Expansion is helped by a $5.9 million

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | am referring to the year grant from the state and federal government’s $45 million
2001. The Leader of the Opposition interjects that that cu§tructural Adjustment Fund. The member for Kingston, Mr
was because the then Liberal government had crime und&ichardson, and | celebrated this announcement with the
control. | suggest he check the crime statistics for that periogroprietor of Fibre Logic on the site last week.

TheHon. R.G. KERIN: On a point of order: the Attorney ~ The Structural Adjustment Fund was set up in the wake
is already debating the issue. The question was quite simplgf Mitsubishi’s decision to close its Lonsdale engine plant,
Will he or will he not confirm this year's budget? as members would know. The new factory will develop high

The SPEAKER: Can the Attorney focus on the question?tech fibre glass pipes for use in the water industry. These

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Yes, | can. When we came pipes will be used to provide more efficient irrigation
to office, in our first budget, the budget for the Office of the systems, potentially leading to huge water savings. The
DPP was $7.501 million. project is a vote of confidence in the South, and it shows that

TheHon. R.G. KERIN: A point of order, sir. The the South is a great place in which to do business. Already,
question was clearly about the funding for the next year. redundant Mitsubishi workers have applied for jobs out at the
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new plant. Fibre Logic Managing Director Martyn Manuel = The SPEAKER: | think the Attorney should conclude his
has signalled that he is very interested in hiring qualifiecanswer.
former Mitsubishi workers, and | congratulate him on that.  The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: The question of how the
The announcement follows the decision by Cubic Pacifi®irector of Public Prosecutions spends the massive increase
to expand its South Australian operations by investing at leag funding to his office is a matter for him, and if | were
$10 million on a new car components plant. This plant, whicielling the Director of Public Prosecutions how many
will be at Edinburgh Park, will create up to 75 jobs, and isbarristers to employ, how many solicitors to employ, how
supported by almost $1 million from the Structural Adjust-many clerks to employ, then the opposition would be
ment Fund. The state and federal governments are workimgutraged that | were undermining his independence. | just
closely to create jobs in the South, and this is a good outgive him more money in real terms, and he decides how to

come, and we need more to follow. spend it because he is independent and that is the way that he
should be.
TheHon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition): | Members interjecting:

have a supplementary question. Is it true, minister, that more The SPEAKER: Order! The house will come to order.

than 80 per cent of the funding that Fibre Logic received

actually came from the federal Liberal government? EARLY CHILDHOOD SERVICES
TheHon.J.D.HILL: As the member knows, the ] o o

Structural Adjustment Fund was established with some of— Mr RAU (Enfield): My question is to the Minister for

Mr Brokenshire: Yes or no? Education and Children’s Services. What is the government
TheHon. J.D. HILL: Itis hard to answer that question doing to gnsure that we have comprehensive early childhood
services”

other than in the way | am about to answer it.
Members interjecting:
The SPEAKER: Order!

TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Educa-
tion and Children’s Services): | thank the member for
Enfield for his question. | know that he has been a great

Members interjecting: _advocate for early childhood development and good parenting
~ TheHon. J.D. HILL: lam notat all embarrassed. | said skills within the community. The government is committed
In my answer— to early childhood development and services for families, and

The SPEAKER: The member will his resume seat. The has a commitment to making South Australia a child and
house will come to order. The minister has been asked family friendly state. This commitment is evident not only in
question, and then people try to shout him down. Thehe Department of Education and Children’s Services but also
minister has the call. within families and communities, and health. The portfolios

TheHon. J.D.HILL: Sir, it is disappointing that the have worked together in a way that has never occurred before
opposition decided to point score on this, because | waso that we have tried to align our strategies and services in a
saying that it is a bipartisan thing. The state and federalvay that produces the best impact for families.
governments are working together. The $45 million has been This week the Minister for Families and Communities, the
put in the fund—3$5 million by the state government and $4Minister for Health, and myself, launched a package that
by the federal government. Whether the $5.9 million cameignals the government’s intention to focus on this area of
out of the federal or the state component, | cannot tell youdevelopment in young children by announcing 10 pilot early
The $5.9 million from both federal and state sources was puthildhood service centres. These three centres are part of a

into this project. $8.1 million package which is the initial response to our
inquiry into early childhood services, which relate to children
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC PROSECUTIONS between the ages of 0 and 8, but build on the work by the

Minister for Health in her Every Chance for Every Child

TheHon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition):  strategy, and the progressive work of the Minister for
How many additional legal staff will the extra allocation of Families and Communities in making every environment a
$300 000 to the DPP’s office employ, and has the impacghild safe environment within our state. This is the first time
inflation will have on annual increases in salary costs beethat the three portfolios have worked together to recognise
taken into account? This morning the Treasurer said eadhat education, health, mental health, housing, family and
legal officer in the DPP’s office would cost $60 000 to youth services need to work together to support families.
$70 000. The Attorney then said that they would be paid alot | am pleased to inform the house that under this initiative,
more than that. A later caller pointed out that legal officersg1.9 million is being invested in creating two centres in
started at $44 000, raising concerns as to whether thgetropolitan Adelaide offering a one-stop-shop for child care,
Treasurer or the Attorney had any idea how much impact thgre-school, child health and family support services. We
$300 000 per year funding increase would have on staffingpened one of these centres this week in the member for
in the DPP’s office. Enfield’s constituency—Cafe Enfield—which has been

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): The  completely rebuilt, and will be integrated with a child care
point is that the Liberal government ran an axe through thgervice within the next few months. In addition, we are
office of the DPP in the midst of a crime wave. Fortunately,investing $2 million in integrating pre-school and child care
with a change of government, the DPP has had an increaservices at eight locations so that there is a true continuity of
in real funding greater than any other agency in governmergare for parents with young families, and better opportunities
that | know of. for their children. In addition, $4.2 million will be spent over

Mrs REDMOND: On a point of order, Mr Speaker: the four years in supporting five existing early intervention
question from the Leader was clearly about how many staffirograms, which have proved successful and are working
would the extra money provide, not about what level ofwell in integrating the services from the three departments.
increase of funding there was. We believe that this method of working together will not only
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assist children but also allow TAFE training to be integratedsurgery in the way in which we have every year since we
into those services; and many of the young mothers in therhave been in government.
already have certificate 2 and certificate 3 child-care accredi- TheHon. R.G. KERIN: I rise on a point of order, sir. As
tation, which will allow them to take up jobs in the near we have seen all week, the minister is debating the question.
future. It is an easy answer to give.

This announcement is important because it is part of our The SPEAKER: | uphold the point of order. The member
inquiry response, which has received cabinet approval, whicfor Mawson.
is being printed and which will be released in the next month  Members interjecting:
under the title, ‘Our children, the future conference’ to be The SPEAKER: Order! The house will come to order. |

held in Adelaide. | thank the parliamentary secretary th&now people are getting excited, but the member for Mawson
member for Wright for her work in this area, because she hagas the call.

driven this reform in an active way and played a central role
in the inquiry; | acknowledge that. DOUBLE DEMERIT POINTS

Getting it right in a child’s early years is really crucial. If
young children do not have the best start and good parenting Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): Thank you for your
they will never achieve their full potential; they are more protection, Mr Speaker. My question is to the Minister for
likely to drop out of school; undoubtedly, they will have Transport. Given that the minister says that he does not have
lower literacy and numeracy levels; and they may well be ira copy of the Road Safety Advisory Council’s report on
the juvenile justice system. Every dollar spent early is a dolladlouble demerit points—and has refused to provide a copy of
well spent because it saves money into the future. the report to me—will he provide me with a copy of the

I think the idea of integrated services, early interventionTransport SA discussion paper on double demerit points
and collocation resonates with families in South Australiawhich—he told the house yesterday—he does have. Will we
because, even if, previously, government has not understoggt a copy?
this situation, every parent understands this is the only way TheHon. P.F. CONLON (Minister for Transport): |

in which to get it right for young children. stress again the point that | made to the member for Mawson
last night—
OUTPATIENTS An honourable member interjecting:

TheHon. P.F. CONLON: How did he vote? He voted for

TheHon. DEAN BROWN (Deputy Leader of the  double demerit points in terms of the bill before the house.
Opposition): When the Minister for Health yesterday He made so much noise about it that | told him to assume that
announced an extra 25 000 outpatients per year as part of tfige Transport Safety Council opposed double demerit points
budget initiatives, why did she not reveal that the Laborand then decide how to vote, and he still voted for the bill. |
government had cut outpatients by 45 000 a year and, in fagiote that, despite the cooperation of the member for Mawson,
20 000 fewer Outpatients would be treated Compared with thﬁam now faced with the proposition from his C0||eagues in
former Liberal government? The latest annual report of thghe upper house that they declined to deal with the bill today;
department shows that since 2001-02 the number of outpghey are too busy with other things, which is extremely
tients has been cut by 44 718 a year, still leaving a shortfaliisappointing.
of 20 000 a year—even with the extra funding. In terms of the document he is talking about, we will

TheHon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health): The certainly see what the practice was under the previous
deputy leader cannot get over the fact that the Rann Lab@jovernment. They have great pride in themselves, so | am
Government continues to pour record amounts of money intgure that, if | adopt the same practice they adopted, the
health services in this state. The deputy leader cannot get ovigfember for Mawson will be entirely happy. So, | will check
the fact that as a health minister he cut elective surgery yegke practice of the previous government in relation to

after year during his term. documents such as this, and | will act upon what | am sure is
Members interjecting: a less than noble precedent.
The SPEAKER: Order! The house will come to order. Mr BROKENSHIRE: | rise on a point of order, Mr
The minister has the call. Speaker. | seek your guidance, sir. Given that the minister did

TheHon. L. STEVENS: The deputy leader completely say in the house that he would give us all the available
missed his opportunity when he was minister and now, all ofnformation, and the fact that he has acknowledged that he
a sudden, he becomes an expert on everything that anyohes that information, | seek a ruling from you, sir, as head of
else does. | stand by the announcements made yesterdeyis house, as to how we can receive that piece of paper.
Today’s budget will bring down an extra $201 milliontobe The SPEAKER: Order! The chair cannot order the
spent on health services over the next four years. It will liftminister to hand over a departmental report, but he has

the total annual health budget to a record $2.71 billion. Andindicated he will check it out. Itis up to the minister whether
it will have $51.8 million directed to increased hospital he does that.

activity, which will include outpatient appointments.

POLICE, LOXTON STATION
TheHon. DEAN BROWN: | have a supplementary

question. Will the minister confirm that, even if the govern- Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): My gquestion is to
ment achieves its target of an extra 25 000 outpatients peither the Premier or the Minister for Transport, representing
year, it will still be 20 000 fewer than what the Liberal the Minister for Police. Given the very large public meeting
government delivered in 2001-027? at Loxton and the petition carrying 2 000 signatures from the
TheHon. L. STEVENS: What | will say is that our community of Loxton calling for the Loxton Police Station
outpatient appointments lead to elective surgery. Thiso remain at its existing location and that it be upgraded to a
government will continue to increase the amount of electivesimilar standard of the Berri Police Station and others, has the
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minister decided to listen to the calls of the great Loxtonhow it will use that land. It will have a strong community
community and leave the station where it is and to refurbisipurpose. It has been done entirely lawfully and entirely
it? openly, and | can tell members that we will look at other
TheHon. PF. CONLON (Minigter for Transport): My  areas where government land such as this can benefit the
understanding of the circumstances there is that the governsemmunity.
ment has provided better facilities with a better service, with | think that the member for Mawson needs to talk to the
more police and open more often. | understand that there hagember for MacKillop to see whether he quibbles about
been a campaign, which the opposition has launched into, these sorts of things or whether he would like us to do the
try to misrepresent the circumstances up there, and that hgame sort of thing. The last thing | heard was that the member
had some consequences. | point out that, when it comes ter MacKillop was very keen on our doing something similar
regional services, this government has provided more in extii@ Naracoorte. | guarantee members that we have dealt with
regional police stations and extra regional courthouses. In thig entirely lawfully. | will give the honourable member the
term of government, we will do more than the previousfull details, but he needs to check with the member for
government did in 8% years by a factor of five. It was themacKillop about whether he thinks what we have done is a
_shadow minister who actually reduced the level of policinggood thing and whether we should do it again; because, as |
in Loxton— understand it, that is what he was saying to us. | stand by this
The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister for Transport will  government’s decision to hand over that land to the council
resume his seat, and the house will come to order. Thef Mount Gambier, and therefore the people of Mount
minister should address the chair; it is discourteous for th&ambier, to be used for the community of Mount Gambier.
minister to have his back to the chair. Members will listento Ny BROKENSHIRE: | rise on a point of order, Mr

the Minister for Transport, who is now concluding his gpeaker. My point of order relates to relevance. That was not

answer. _ an answer to my question. The specific question was: the
TheHon. PF. CONL ON: We will address the needs of gpposition is delighted with the transfer of the land—

the Loxton community, just as we have in those five regional The SPEAKER: That is not a point of order

centres where we are building new police stations, including ' ) - .

for the churlish member for Flinders, who today suggeste% Mr BROKENSHIRE: However, the longstanding Rail

that we have done nothing for the Eyre Peninsula. We ar . ;

building a new police station and courthouse, and have pdtf funds for sale or gift must be putinto the fund for other

$6 million or $7 million into drought relief and $10 million UPgrades. Thatis the question. _

into roads and rail. But, of course, | would not expectittobe The SPEAKER: That sounds like another question. |

recognised by the sour member for Flinders. However, wéink that the minister—

will continue to take into account the needs of regional South  The Hon. PF. CONLON: | have assured the honourable

Australians, as we have done so well. member that it was done entirely lawfully.

The SPEAKER: The member for Mawson has the call.

acilitation Fund agreement says that the equivalent amount

MOUNT GAMBIER, RAILWAY LAND

The SPEAKER: | call the member for Mawson. SCHOOLS, CHRISTIES BEACH HIGH

The Hon. R.J. McEwen interje.cting: Mr BROK ENSHIRE (Mawson): | will go to a minister
_ Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): Thank you very much, - \yho might give me an answer. My question is to the Minister
sir. I cannot quite hear, because I think the member for Moundy, Equcation and Children’s Services.

Gambier is acknowledging the good police station we built
for him and his people when we were in government. My
very important question is again for the Minister for

Mr Williams interjecting:
The SPEAKER: The member for MacKillop is out of

Transport. order ) -
The Hon. P.F. Conlon interjecting: Mr BROKENSHIRE: Will the minister agree to support
The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister for Transportis out the formation of an urgent working group comprised in a
of order. bipartisan manner of the following members of parliament:

Mr BROK ENSHIRE: Has the commercial value of the the members for Mawson, Reynell and Kaurna and the
rail land given to the Mount Gambier council on 2 May 2005federal member for Kingston, together with representatives
been, first, determined and, secondly, will the minister ensurBom the City of Onkaparinga and relevant government
that an amount equal to the value is credited to the Rafigencies, to undertake an urgent bipartisan assessment qfthe
Facilitation Fund so that it can continue to invest in other railo¢al needs and opportunities for redeveloping the Christies
projects? The opposition has been advised that the gift of raf€ach High School West Campus, and will the minister
land to the Mount Gambier council (which the opposition€nSure that no sale of any of the property or, indeed, demoli-
supports) is worth approximately $1 million. However, theretion of the building works occur before a report has been
is concern that the agreements with the Rail Facilitation Fun§ompleted by this bipartisan working group?
for the sale of all rail corridor land to be reinvested in railin ~ The members for Reynell and Kaurna are on the public
South Australia has not and, indeed, will not be credited wittiecord as saying that those facilities must be preserved for
the equivalent value of the gift of this land. open space and the betterment of the community. The western

TheHon. PF. CONLON (Minister for Transport): ~ campus has suffered considerable serious damage and is now
Members opposite support the gift of land to Mount Gambiercurrently in a trash situation. However, the community
You would be very hard pressed to tell that, wouldn't you?request is that these facilities be upgraded and that the open
I will tell members this: we have gifted that land to the peoplespace be kept. | seek an answer on this bipartisan working
of Mount Gambier—to the council of Mount Gambier— group.
which is now talking to the people of Mount Gambier about Members interjecting:
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The SPEAKER: Order! The explanation is by way of Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: | will have another try with
leave. It is a courtesy of the house; it should not be abusednother question. My question is again to the Minister for
The Minister for Education. Infrastructure. How has the government modelled the

TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Educa-  comparison of costs associated with a single ICT service
tion and Children’s Services): | thank the member for provider compared with the breaking up of the contract, and
Mawson for his question. | think that it is an extraordinaryis the government concerned that its plans may now resultin
guestion because, in fact, this site has received the moatsubstantial cost blow-out to taxpayers?
committed and focused attention of perhaps any in the TheHon. PF. CONLON: Certainly not, and | will
southern suburbs. What has happened is that the Office f@xplain. This is one of the most complex areas of procure-
the Southern Suburbs and the local council—and | have hagient and one of the most expensive. We are talking about a
discussions with the mayor—have worked very hard over thprocurement, which, in total, will cost over $600 million and,
site. depending on what you put in there over a period of time, a

As the honourable member will know, although | do notbillion dollars. Can I go on the record as saying that I think
believe it is in his electorate, the land is currently surplus tdhe former deputy leader of the Liberal party, Stephen Baker,
our requirements. The building in question has, indeed, beewith the EDS contract—while he did some things that we did
trashed, and it would have been demolished, but we receivétpt like—did a number of things which were entirely
a very substantial request to preserve the building pending tf&ppropriate for the time and the place in which South
outcome of the request to make it an Australian technicafustralia was situated.
school. Those applications are currently being assessed. Mr Brokenshire interjecting:

Much as the member for Mawson might like to demolish that  The Hon. P.F. CONLON: Who is that a photo of?
building, I think the people— The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Mawson knows

An honourable member interjecting: that no displays are allowed.

TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: Heritage listed. lam ~ TheHon. PF. CONLON: [ think the member for
not prepared to make a decision about that building until Mawson has mistaken me for one of his relatives. | can
know the outcome of the Australian government’s delibernderstand why he would want to claim some relationship
ations. If the member for Mawson wants to move a motiorVith me, no matter how distant, because | have often fallen
to that effect, | would like to hear it in private members’ time. Victim to my own fatal char, but let me return to this very

serious subject. The introduction of the EDS contract at that
ICT SERVICES time was appropriate. What we have done within government
with the next tranche of contracting—and you must remem-

Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): My question isto the ber that this is an area that is, above all, known for the speed

Minister for Infrastructure. How many delays— of change in technology and equipment—is assembled some
Members interjecting: very senior people who have been in government for a very
The SPEAKER: Order! long time such as lan Kowalick, the Under Treasurer, and
Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: —have occurred in the Paul Case. _ ,

outsourcing procurement timetable— What we have also done is examine as best we can best

The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Waite! The Practice inother agencies. We are in the process of obtaining

member might need some hearing assistance, or he migﬂtcbhiefti)?formatickm officer for this governn;ent, and IVCOEE
need some other assistance. to be able to make an announcement on that soon. We have

O ined the best way forward for the government. It is a
Members interjecting: éxamine :
The SPEAKER: Order! The member does not have thedn‘ferent approach to that adopted for the EDS which

call yet. | want the house to come to order. This business o'PVOIVed major industry development aspects. This tranche

people just jumping up is completely discourteous to the chaﬁ)f procurement is about how those services work for

. X ~government.
ﬁgg 'I[ﬁ:clséffndc:\i’courteous behaviour. The member for Wan% Itis very much focused on those services to government,

. how it makes government more efficient and practical. The

Ml\r/l HAM 'l‘.TO_N'tS'\{HTTA: S|rt y?u Ta;j altrea?y cal||_|ed view of that team we have put together is that we have tried

me. My question IS to the Minister for Infrastructure. HOow 4, £i,4 a1 architecture that works across government in which
many delays have occurred in the outsourcing procureme

timetable for future 1GT servi rrangements. on how m ni dividual players can provide modules. The chief informa-
etaole for future Service arrangements, on NOW many, ., sfficer is essential to us in identifying what we do across

' ?;8§/ernment. This has been the approach adopted by most

major corporations and in Victoria. It is a very difficult and

complex area. Undoubtedly, it is one where the speed of

Infrastructure. Well— _ change is so great that down the track people will come back
Mr Scalzi: He's not travelling well. and say we could have done it better. It is very difficult
TheHon. PF. CONLON: Since Joe's moved forward, procurement to do: you have to procure for a number of years

he has got cocky, hasn't he? He strides around the chambgfoducts and technology that change dramatically.

these days, draws himself up to his full 4 foot 11 and— | congratulate again Stephen Baker, the fellow who was
The SPEAKER: Order! The minister will address the not good enough to be kept on as their Deputy Premier. He

the government expect it to be completed?
TheHon. PF. CONLON (Minister for Infrastructure):

question. was replaced by Graham Ingerson and | have to say: Ingo—
TheHon. PF. CONLON: It's great, and I'm not Stephen Baker—I don’t know! But it was the right contract

travelling well! for the time. This is the right approach for the future. I point
The SPEAKER: Order! The minister is debating the out that when we first drew up the EDS contract we did not

guestion. have an internet. That is how much has changed in that

TheHon. P.F. CONLON: Oh sir, it's very silly. period. We now have people running about with their
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blackberries and a number of hand-held things. Communica- TRAFFIC LIGHTS, LAFFERS ROAD

tion and information technology have flowed together,

become smaller and more wireless. We are procuring inthat TheHon. |I.F. EVANS (Davenport): My question is to
environment and we are procuring by the best advice of théhe Minister for Transport. Will the government install traffic
best people we can put together in government. lights at the junction of Laffers Road and Main Road,

That advice is for a service-based procurement acrosgleénalta? The government recently announced—uwithout
government architecture where a number of competitiv@ublic consultation—the proposal to ban right-hand turns into
bidders supply modules to fit into that architecture. Weand out of Rosella Avenue, Glenalta, where it joins Main
believe that is the right way to go. There is no doubt thatRoad. As there was no public consultation, | wrote to around
with the difficulty of this environment, people will be able to 800 homes seeking feedback. The feedback from my
make criticisms, but | hope we get bipartisan support for whagonstituents is that, if there is to be change, they would prefer

is one of the most expensive and important procurements foghts at the Laffers Road, Main Road intersection. If the
government. minister agrees today, we are happy to offer him naming

rights: the Pat Conlon lights!

Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: As a supplementary question, ~ Members interjecting:
given the scope of the outsourcing and its uncertain nature, TheHon. PF. CONLON (Minister for Transport):
how will the government guarantee its expectation thafsomer Pyle over there is calling me Billy Bunter. This is a
integration, operational relationships and associated coopghan who is trained to kill with his bare hands. He has all the
ation will be established between the ICT providers at ngjualifications of Rambo. How come he reminds me of Gomer
cost? The government's tender documentation states thByle? I do not getit. It may be breaking news to the member
there is an expectation that the ICT providers must facilitatéor Davenport but my approach as the Minister for Transport

effective integration which ‘will not be chargeable activities’ iS not to make the decision on every right turn or lane or
for a successful respondent. traffic light in South Australia. That is something that is done

TheHon. PF. CONLON: How do you guarantee it? further down in the department. | have to tell him that it is not

What you do is do what we have done. You put together th y .in.tention to become personally involveq in every such
ecision. However, because | have such a high regard for the

best team of people, get a chief information officer who ember for Davenport—a fine fellow, intelligent, should be

actually tells you what to do across government. Th der in d di he sh that vi
honourable member would be surprised to find how man acer in aue course, and | am sure ne S ares that view
imself, although | am sure Martin does not; he has taken a

corporations and governments in the world, not just thi ew steps backwards lately—I will have a look at this one
vernment not actually know what th r ing with ; o .
government, do not actually kno atthey are doing ersonally. | will get the people in and ask them why they did

ICT across the whole structure. You put together the be . X
people you have. You get a chief information officer to find' and whether lights would be better. We will make a

; udgment on priorities, and, although | am not promising
out exactly what you are doing and then you Comradanything, if they do come up with it, | am prepared to share

properly. L the glory and call them the Evans-Conlon lights.
The Hon. D.C. Kotz interjecting:
TheHon. PF. CONLON: ‘It's not new,’ the member for METROPOLITAN ADELAIDE PLANNING
Newland says. STRATEGY

The Hon. D.C. Kotz interjecting:

The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Newland is The SPEAKER: | call the member for Unley.

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): | rise

warned. ] ) on a matter of privilege, sir.
TheHon. PF. CONLON: They complain that they do Mr Brindal: You wouldn’t know a matter of privilege if
notgetanswers— you fell over it.
The Hon. D.C. Kotz interjecting: The SPEAKER: Order! Does the member for Unley have
The SPEAKER: The member for Newland will be named a question?
in a minute.

TheHon. PF. CONLON: When you try to provide them  Mr BRINDAL (Unley): Yes; | do. My question is,
with information, they indicate that they do not want to hearthankfully, to one of the better people, the Minister for
it. | cannot guarantee that we will get everything right, Environment and Conservation. He is not quite as crass as
because it is a very difficult environment. What | canSome of the rest of the front bench.
guarantee is that we have put together the best people in The SPEAKER: Order! That is comment.
government to do it. We have them working together across Mr BRINDAL : | apologise, sir. Will the minister explain
government. We are employing a chief information officerwhy Planning SA is again attempting to seize control of the
to see what we do in government. We have an intelligenfand of thousands of homeowners under the guise of the
coherent plan for that. We intend to contract to achieve thletropolitan Adelaide Planning Strategy?
matters raised by the member for Waite. The Hon. J.D. Lomax-Smith interjecting:

It is good to see him back on the floor: he has done his Mr BRINDAL : | heard the member for Adelaide groan.
time. Good to see him back. At the end of the day, can wéwould be careful about groaning about people having their
guarantee it in this environment? We deal with the Micro-property seized. In February this year the government was
softs, with large companies and small, and we deal in &rced to rescind the interim Brown Hill Creek and Keswick
constantly changing environment. All we can do is the veryCreek flood plain PAR following a massive backlash from
best we can with the resources available to government. Thiie public—
is what we are doing. Members interjecting:
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Mr BRINDAL: Yes—when it was discovered that the a detailed assessment. | think it would be unfair to say that
PAR sought to seize control of 10 metres of land from allthe state government is attempting to confiscate property in
those people living along these creeks. | am now advised thathe Adelaide area, or indeed in any other area.
through the Metropolitan Adelaide Planning Strategy and
Parklands 2036 Strategy, the government is trying once again MANNINNIE DAM
to seize private land through the implementation of the ) o
Metropolitan Open Space Scheme (known by the government Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop): My question is to the
as MOSS). The MOSS scheme was developed many yeaMinister fo_r Adm|n|strat|ve_ Services. Were the potential
ago as a regional network of parks and open space throughdygter requirements for a mine at Manninnie Dam, some 50
Adelaide and some of the waterways traversing the metrd<ilometres north of Kimba, taken into account before the
politan area. An enhanced MOSS plan has now been includé®vernment announced this morning a $48.5 million project
as a key plank in the MAPS scheme. The enhancements ai@annually extract another 1 400 megalitres of water a year
inclusions of creeks not included in the original MOSS planfrom the River Murray and pipe it to Kimba on the Eyre
and the introduction, as the member for West Torrens woul&eninsula? The proposed mine at Manninnie Dam, some 50
like to knOW, of the 50-metre zone alongside these Creekg_llom.etres north of K|mba, is the site of the Iargest Iead, zinc
The 50-metre figure is not mentioned in MAPS or inand silver deposit in South Australia.

Parklands 2036 Strategy, but | am reliably informed that it TheHon.M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Administrative
does appear in Planning SAs internal documentation.  Services): | thank the member for his question. The govern-

Members interjecting: ment has examined all options with regard to the needs of the
The SPEAKER: Order! The house will come to order Eyre Peninsula. We have announced a $48 million infrastruc-
before the minister answers. ture project. This will be a new pipeline that will run between

TheHon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Environment and Iron Knob and Kimba, some 90 kilometres. We want to get

Conservation): | thank the member for his question and hisWater to the people of the Eyre Peninsula. We have looked
charming commentary about me. It tempts me to sagpt qll the options. This keeps alive the option of a desalination
something unfriendly about him just to get him to put me onProject for the future. The government is working with
an even footing with my colleagues. The question the/Vestern Mining in regard to that. We have delivered a project
member asks is in fact a question to the Minister for Urbarfor the people on the Eyre Peninsula. It is a project that the
Development and Planning, who resides not in this chambdprmer Liberal government could never do. This is another
but in another place. | am happy to refer his question to himdemonstration—
However, | will make a couple of comments about storm- Mr WILLIAMS: My point of order is standing order
water management and flooding in Adelaide. number 98: relevance and debate. The minister is debating—
Yesterday, or the day before, the Minister for State/Local The SPEAKER: The minister is debating it, yes.
Government Relations, the LGA and | released a report which Mr WILLIAMS: —something which is not even an
describes how state and local government will work oranswer to the question.
stormwater management and flood mitigation into the future. The SPEAKER: Order! The point of order has been
As the member would know, there is possibly $10 million tomade. The minister is debating the issue.
$160 million worth of works that need to be done to correct Mr WILLIAMS: The minister may want to be reminded
the problems. We have a fund which we pay to deal withof the question, sir.
these issues. Local government puts in a similar amount of The SPEAKER: The member for MacKillop needs to
money but, unfortunately, in the past, that money has beetake his seat. | have already ruled that the minister is debating
applied in an ad hoc way—a peacemeal approach— the question. | do not know why people in here have to repeat
An honourable member interjecting: things three or four times, but it is not necessary. The minister
TheHon.J.D.HILL: The member says Hear, hear! needs to focus on the answer. Has he concluded his answer?
because he understands very well what the problems are. That The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT: Sir, | have.
means that the citizens and the councils at the lower end of
the catchment basically deal with all the problems, and those TheHon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition):
further up the catchment, who may be responsible for creatingupplementary question: given the minister's answer, why
the problems, kind of wash their hands of it. Fortunately, alhas the government announced in each of the last three
of the Adelaide local government authorities have agreed tbudgets the building of a desalination plants on Eyre
cooperate on a catchment-wide approach. With the release Beninsula, and all of this year the minister reiterated to this
the report the other day, we will move to a legal entity ofhouse that it was in this year's budget?
some sort which will be run primarily through local govern-  TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT: | know the Leader of the
ment but with state government assistance to develop @pposition is under a lot of pressure. There is no doubt that
whole-of-catchment approach to dealing with flood mitiga-he has had a very bad political week.
tion and stormwater management. Over time, that will TheHon. DEAN BROWN: On a point of order: we
seriously address the issues about which the member &ppreciate the fact that this is a very sensitive issue in relation
expressing concerns. We will be able to apply the funds th&b misinformation given to this house, but we ask the minister
the state puts in, the local councils putin, and funding whicHo stick to answering the question, under standing order 98.
may be available through the new NRM arrangements to The SPEAKER: The minister needs to answer the
address this ongoing set of problems. Over a middle termuestion.
(maybe five to ten years) | think we will be seriously ableto  TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT: | already said in my earlier
address a lot of these issues, which will take the pressure ahswer that the government has examined all options. One of
the planning process to deal with them. That is really what w¢he options was a desalination plant at the Tod, and what has
have to do, because we have to do something. But | wiltome onto the table—and | am sorry that the Leader of the
happily get the minister responsible for planning to give youOpposition has missed this: | am very sorry that he is not
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aware of it—is that Western Mining has come forward with TheHon. G.M. GUNN: | am sure you do. It has been
avery strong proposal for a desalination plant near Whyallahrought to my attention by the pastoralists at Hamilton
and the government is working with Western Mining to look Station that Tourism SA has been promoting Dalhousie
at that as a realistic option. It is a pity that the leader ha$prings as a tourist destination. However, the condition of the
missed that. We need to deliver water now to the Eyre@oad that passes through Hamilton Station is deplorable. The
Peninsula, and that is just what we are going to do. Department of Transport and SA Tourism have not provided

The Hon. R.G. Kerin interjecting: any funds to upgrade the road, and the pastoralists have been

The SPEAKER: Order! The leader takes a point of order involved in helping tourists and attempting to maintain the
because he believes someone is breaching the standir@pd. Will the minister take immediate action to resolve these
orders, then he breaches them himself. It is not acceptabldglifficulties?

TheHon. R.G. KERIN: | apologise, sir. | will try to TheHon. PF. CONLON (Minister for Transport): |
make future questions to the Minister for Administrative thank the member for Stuart for his question. | know both he

Services multiple choice just to help him. and | share a great joy in travelling our wonderful Outback
and getting in touch with nature. We enjoy seeing that
MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES balance between flora and fauna that must be, as Graham

) ) ~ knows, kept in balance—as he tells us so often in this place.
Mr HANNA (Mitchell): What do we do with them, sir? | understand that the member for Stuart does love our flora

Members interjecting: and fauna so much and loves to preserve the balance—as he
The SPEAKER: Order! sees the correct balance.
Mr HANNA: My question is to the Minister for Health. | will take the question on natice. | do not quite understand

What work has been done to assess the feasibility and cost tife honourable member’s question, but | think he is suggest-
collocating the Inner Southern Community Health Servicang that Tourism wants to spend money and | will not allow
with the local mental health services for adults, children andt. That is news to me, but | will check the details and get
adolescents, together with the Marion Youth Service, on theack to the honourable member. Graham, what do you use
Marion Domain site? The Inner Southern Community Healththat road for? | hope it is not simply for the purpose of
Service is located among a number of old disconnecteleeping the flora and fauna in balance! But | will look at it.
premises on South Road; Adult Mental Health Services is

amongst industrial premises on Marion Road; CAMS is in the ROADS, PORT WAKEFIELD TO KULPARA

Westfield office tower; and the youth service is on yet

another site. | know that the minister supports integrated Mr MEIER (Goyder): My question is to the Minister for
health services. Transport. What is the latest estimate for the completion date

TheHon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health): | am  Of the reconstruction of the Port Wakefield to Kulpara road?

very pleased to answer the question. One of the modtor three years my constituents and | have been lobbying

important recommendations of the government's Generdespective transport ministers to have the last section of road

tional Health Review was to strengthen primary health car@etween Port Wakefield and Kulpara replaced, after most of

services right across the state, and this objective was carriédle road was reconstructed under the previous Liberal

through into the state’s infrastructure plan, whereby thejovernment. On 7 January this year the acting minister for

government has committed to build over time 10 primarytransport advised that reconstruction of this section of road

health care centres across the state. We are investigating th@uld be completed by 30 June 2005—that is 35 days away.

very services that the member for Mitchell is referring to This road is 5.2 kilometres long and, as yet, no reconstruction

through the Southern Adelaide Health Service. As well agvork has commenced.

that, the Central Northern Adelaide Health Service is looking TheHon. P.F. CONLON (Minister for Transport): |

for opportunities to strengthen primary health care in the fornknow that | am going to be embarrassed to say this, but | will

of these new centres in the northern area. have to check that answer. | will have to get the details for the

In the central northern area we have already completed tHonourable member.

Playford Health Village, in the member for Napier's elector- ~ Mr Koutsantonis interjecting:

ate. It is going ahead extraordinarily well with a range of TheHon. P.F. CONLON: I know | should get on top of

initiatives, including an MOU signed with other health my portfolio. | should know every 5.2 kilometre stretch of

services, and with the University of South Australia in termgroad in South Australia; | should know it on a first name

of the placement of clinical graduates. The member'dasis.

guestion is important. The proposed primary health care An honourable member: And the traffic lights.

arrangements in the Southern Adelaide Health Service are TheHon. PF. CONLON: And the traffic lights, the right

very important. | look forward to informing him with some turns and the bus stops! | do know that the member for

more details about precisely where is it up to, but we ar&oyder is a very genuine fellow. | will be sorry to see him go

working on such a proposal. when he leaves the parliament. He is a great champion for his
people. | will take the question with due seriousness and

ROADS, HAMILTON STATION TO DALHOUSIE bring back an answer for him.
SPRINGS

o SOUTHERN CROSS REPLICA AIRCRAFT
TheHon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): My question is to the

Minister for Transport, who appears to be in good fettle Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): My gquestion is to the
today—in a good mood—so obviously it is the right time to Minister Assisting the Premier in the Arts. Has the govern-
ask him a question. My question concerns the condition of thenent’s deal to transfer the Southern Cross replica aircraft to
tourist road from Hamilton Station to Dalhousie Springs. the New South Wales based Historical Aircraft Restoration
An honourable member interjecting: Society fallen through or encountered significant difficulties
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and, if so, what is going on with the process? The governmerlity police after | had discussions with a police officer
established a process for disposal of the aircraft by Arts SAfollowing my address to that luncheon, in which he told me
It has been the subject of public criticism and review by thehat he had no reason to believe that | had done or said

Auditor-General. anything wrong or requiring further investigation but which
Members interjecting: has resulted in the police raid on the ABC yesterday.
The SPEAKER: Order! The house will come to order. These matters arise from the reported activities of
Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: On 11 November the minister paedophiles made to my office by people who were victims
advised the house that— or who claimed knowledge of such activities. The reason for
Mr Venning interjecting: my brittleness and rage now is that one of those people who
The SPEAK ER: Order, the member for Schubert! made calls to me personally during the last year and who, in

Mr HAMILTON-SMITH:—the aircraft would be the course of those conversations in confidence, told me of

transferred to HARS, which he said was ‘the best place this recent acquaintance and friendship with others who
repair, manage and operate the aircraft’. But the aircrafél@imed knowledge and/or claimed to be victims of the
remains in a hangar at Parafield Airport at a cost to théctivities of'an MP paedoph'lle and are now dead, have been
taxpayer of $862 a month, with apparently little or noioined by him. He, too, has just been murdered today.
progress made in respect of the government’s undertaking. | have not had conversations with him for six months or
TheHon. J.D. HILL (Minister Assisting the Premier SO, but| havg tried to make contact with_him again lately to
in the Arts): | am pleased that the member for Waite hasencourage him to take courage and to give statements of his
spent his time in Coventry doing this kind of important policy knowledge to police. | have had conversations with still
work. The Southern Cross aircraft is obviously the mosgthers, such as members of the Aboriginal sobriety group,
important thing on his agenda. | assure the honourabl@ho like him are victims and have been threatened with
member that the government is tak|ng this matter Verynur(.jer in the paSt. | have never been dIStI’eSS.ed in this
Seriously indeed. We have been Working tire|e53|y forfash|0n on news of a death, not even the death of either of my
months, if not years, to get this matter resolved, and | caRarents, nor when facing death or torture myself, to the extent
assure the honourable member that it is getting closer evefat | am now.
day. | say now to the house that there is a stench of the most
heinous kind arising from these crimes and associated
DRUG AFFECTED DRIVERS activities which comes right into this place and into the
frontbench, and in other high places also, which cannot be
Mr VENNING (Schubert): My question is to the solved by Ted Mullighan’s work and anything else on foot
Minister for Police. In lieu of a published statistical list of in South Australia at the moment. The ambit of the inqui-
fatalities on South Australia’s roads involving alcohol- ries—
affected drivers appearing in last Mondagdvertiser will The SPEAK ER: Order! The member is going beyond a
the minister advise whether the Police Commissioner can, Qersonal explanation.
will, make available a similar statistical list of accidentsand  The Hon. I.P. LEWIS:—and the power to make them is

fatalities involving drug-affected drivers? not there. May God rest the souls of those who have been

_TheHon. PF. CONLON (Minister for Transport): I murdered and may God forgive those in this place who could
will refer that question to the Minister for Police, who will have prevented it had they dealt honestly, frankly and
ask the Commissioner of Police. sincerely—

The SPEAKER: Order! The member is going beyond a
personal explanation. Leave will be withdrawn.

TheHon. |.P. LEWIS:—in the public interest and have
chosen to put their self interest and survival ahead of the lives
of those—

The SPEAKER: | draw member's attention to the fact 1 heHon. K.O. FOLEY: I rise on a point of order, Mr.
that we have visiting from Indonesia 18 senior finance>P€aker. This is clearly going beyond a personal explanation,
personnel who, as part of a training program, are here toda3}" . .
especially to see the budget handed down. | acknowled%)e The SPEAKER: The honourable member is going
their leader, BPak Mr Barry, and | welcome them to SouthPeyond a personal explanation, which must refer to an

DISTINGUISHED VISITORS

Australia and to the parliament. aggrieved situation involving himself. | think the honourable
member has made that point.
MEDIA, ALLEGED MISREPRESENTATION TheHon.|.P.LEWIS: Mr Speaker, we need a royal

commission in South Australia, and we need it now.

TheHon. I.P. LEWIS (Hammond): | seek leave to make ~ The SPEAKER: Order! That is not a personal explan-

a personal explanation. ation. | understand the honourable member's personal
Leave granted. situation, but I think he has had the opportunity to explain
TheHon. |.P. LEWIS: Not only have | been misrepre- how he may have been aggrieved. However, he should not go

sented but | will subsequently need leave on the next day dfeyond that.

sitting to deal with that misrepresentation in precis form, but

sufficiently detailed to be valid and relevant. | will have to do DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC PROSECUTIONS

it then because | am not emotionally or physiologically able

to do it now. | have been misrepresented in the media reports TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): | seek

of my remarks at the Press Club last Friday and by somteave to make a brief personal explanation.

mischief which has arisen in consequence of a decision taken Leave granted.
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TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Earlier in question time, the another step closer to achieving its targets.Mr Speaker, this
Leader of the Opposition asked how many staff would beBudget delivers:
appointed to the office of the DPP as a result of additionat Another substantial upgrade of health and community
money for the financial year 2005-06. The answer is: 11, 6.3 services;
legal officers; 1.75 witness assistance officers and three More tax cuts for families and businesses;

administrative support staff. - Improvements to our Education system;
- A comprehensive infrastructure plan for our State;
BUDGET PAPERS - Increased funding for the environment;
- Increased efforts to reduce the road toll; and
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY (Deputy Premier): Ilayonthe . Fyrther measures to improve law and order.

table the following budget papers: Budget Overview (Build-aAnd we deliver all of this while maintaining budget surpluses,
ing South Australia) 2005-06; Budget Paper No. 1; Budgepoth this year and across the life of the Budget.

Speech 2005-06; Budget Paper No. 2; Budget Statemefr Speaker, that is good economic management for the State.
2005-06; Budget Paper No. 3; Portfolio Statements 2005-0ydget surpluses also represent good economic policy in a
Volumes 1, 2, 3 and 4; Budget Paper No. 4; Capital Investtime of uncertainty in equity markets, a softening in the
ment Statement 2005-06; Budget Paper No. 5; Regiond{ousing market and the ever-present danger of drought.

Statement 2005-06; Budget Paper No. 6; and | move:  Consistent with our fiscal targets, the Budget achieves a net
That the Portfolio Statements, Budget Statement and Capitadperating surplus in every year.
Investment Statement be published. This Budget will deliver a net operating surplus of $51 mil-
Motion carried. lion in 2005-06, $78 million in 2006-07, $109 million 2007-
08 and $75 million in 2008-09.
APPROPRIATION BILL These results extend our proud record of economic and

. . financial management.
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY (Deputy Premier) obtained That means four Labor Budgets have delivered Budget
leave and introduced a bill for an act for the appropriation okurpluses.

money from the Consolidated Account for the financial yeaiFour Labor Budgets have reduced State Debt.
ending 30 June 2006, and for other purposes. Read a firebur Labor Budgets have increased spending in Health,

time. Education and Police.
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: | move: Four Labor Budgets have put more South Australians in work
That this bill be now read a second time. than ever before. . . o

Mr Speaker, Four Labor Budgets have delivered a Triple-A credit rating.

The South Australia of today is a confident, vibrant ano@nd after four Lahor Budgets we have implemented $1.5

ot illion in tax cuts.
optimistic State. ' . . .
And today’s Budget reflects—and builds on—the economitil\:/l0 rnggti iliﬁ/rili\l‘%rgtvr\]/ﬁh]iclrzsi;[st:?ezrllg decades, our State i
and social wealth we enjoy in 2005. . -
Itis a Budget that makes a statement about the type of Sta'o‘n;telvlr Speaker that is good economic management of our
we all want to live in. Mr Sp;eaker
Itis a budget of social justice, yet it is a budget that locks i " econorﬁy is in excellent shape
this Government'’s proud record as a rigorous and responsi&%]e evidence for this is compelling.
f|r_1anC|aI manager. . .More South Australians are working than at any time in our
Itis a Budget that delivers tax cuts not just for today but “”t'lhistory.
the end of the decade.. And at 5.2 per cent, our unemployment rate is the lowest
No other Government in recent memory has been as comince official records were kept.
mitted as this Government to cutting taxes. __Between April 2004 and April 2005, 20 700 jobs were
Today we can announce that tax cuts worth $836 million willsyeated in South Australia.

be delivered by this Government to South Australian familiesryis prings the total number of jobs created since this
and businesses over the next five years. Government came to office to 46 000.

Since coming to office, tax cuts implemented by thisover the coming years, employment growth is forecast to
Government total $1.5 billion. remain solid, growing by 1.25 per cent.

At the same time Mr Speaker, we are committed to helping\nd South Australia’s Gross State Product is expected to
the most vulnerable in our community. grow at 2.5 per cent in 2005-06 and 2.75 per cent thereafter.

Through strong economic and financial management, thBut Mr Speaker, there are more reasons for optimism and
benefits of our State’s economic boom will be shared withconfidence.

those most in need. Levels of housing and business investment are strong.
Almost $40 million will be returned to 255000 South Consumer spending is healthy.
Australians this year in a one-off $150 energy rebate. Our companies are the most innovative in Australia and with

Once-off injections of $25 million each will be delivered to the tax cuts announced today will remain amongst the nations
the mental health and disability sectors to meet evermost competitive.

increasing demand. Mineral exploration is at an 18-year high and the potential of
A further $201 million in this budget will be dedicated to our our State’s mineral wealth is regarded as one of the great
hospitals together with $92 million for the disabled and theiruntapped resources in the world.

families. And in South Australia, there are a large number of big,
The priorities of this Government are laid down $outh  wealth generating projects across many industry sectors either
Australia’s Strategic Plamnd the 2005-06 Budget takes usin progress or about to begin.
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Last year KPMG found Adelaide to be the most competitiveAnd in a further move to help those in our community most
place to do business in the Asia-Pacific region and wén need, the Government has extended the existing annual
continue to receive valuable, independent endorsements. energy concession of $120 to 30 000 South Australians
Just recently, the nation’s peak industry body, the Australiapreviously overlooked at a cost of $4 million per year.
Industry Group, declared Adelaide the most competitiveAs a further bonus these South Australians will also receive
capital city for manufacturing. the one off $150 energy rebate.

The Institute of Chartered Accountants, in a recent survey dfir Speaker, this Government last year increased energy
small to medium businesses, found South Australiaigoncessions from $70 to $120.

businesses to be the most confident and optimistic in th&his further one-off $150 rebate shares the benefits of our
nation. recent economic success with those in our community who
And Mr Speaker, with the tax cuts announced today, SoutAre most in need.

Australian business has every reason to feel optimistic anblr Speaker,

confident about their future. This Government has the record as a tax cutter.

And, in 2004, international credit-rating agencies, MoodysThe tax cuts already introduced by this Government—
and Standard and Poors, recognised our sound manageméggether with the tax cuts | will now outline—uwill return

of the economy by restoring after 14 years South Australia’$1.5 billion to South Australian taxpayers by 2010-11.
Triple-A credit rating. This is an impressive reqord by any standards. _

This meant we had achieved one of the most important targefd)e tax cuts announced in last year's Budget alone delivered
set down inSouth Australia’s Strategic Plarand that we more than $360 million over four years to South Australian
had done so two years ahead of schedule. families and businesses. _

The Strategic Planis living up to its promise of inspiring Mr Speaker, in line with the Governments tax cutting agenda,
action and providing the State with a blueprint to achieve thé& comprehensive land-tax relief package was announced in

goals we need to reach to ensure South Australia continu&gbruary. , .
to grow and prosper. Beginning on 1 July 2005 and cutting $234 million over four

Mr Speaker, the initiatives | present to the House today ar¥€ars. this represents the first cut in land tax for decades._
designed to meet the objectives set dowSduth Australia’s 1 1iS Budget builds on the land tax cuts announced in

Strategic Plan February: . '
Recen% economic gains have been substantial - The tax-free threshold will be further increased from

In recognition of this, the Government is sharing the gains of $100 000 to $110 000 to ensure that 45 000 land taxpayers

today with South Australians today. will become exempt from land tax.
Over the past six months the Government has returned the An option to pay land tax bills in interest free quarte;rly
following dividends to the South Australian community: instaiments from the 2005-06 assessment year will be

- - introduced.
ﬁf;nrpél::ggégr;?ggsr;gogizgfgﬁéﬂgrsagé%g@elerate the Land tax exemptions will be available to Supported

$30 million to provide affordable housing options for Residential Facilities that are incorporated under the

i low t derate i ) Supported Residential Facilities Act
0se on low to moderate iIncomes, These tax cuts will now rise to $244 million over four years.

liefth h . Cf\_/lr Speaker, in the face of rising fees from banks, this Budget
relief that was announced by the Government in February, ., ides tax cuts to thousands of South Australian families

and _ and businesses with the abolition of bank debits tax from
$25 million was allocated to our hospitals and healthy July 2005—a tax cut worth over $60 million a year.
system to improve elective surgery and dental waitingp, 5 further move to reduce the burden on South Australian
times and for the purchase of important biomedicakymilies and businesses, this Budget contains a schedule to
equipment. _ . cut and abolish an extensive range of State taxes.
Mr Speaker, this Budget builds on these earlier bonuses byhe Government has previously announced it would abolish
returning to the community an additional $90 million in One-mortgage duty on owner-occupied residential loans and
off Triple-A dividends. o . refinancing from 1 January 2006.
$50 million in one-off grant funding will be made available pmr Speaker, | am pleased to announce that this Budget
to non-government organisations in each of the mental healtinolishes this tax six months earlier to take effect from
and disabilities sectors. 1 July 2005.

Minda and Orana will receive $17.1 million to help the This tax cut is worth $24 million in 2005-06 and will assist
disabled move back into the community and to also establisBouth Australian families buying or refinancing a home.

an aged care facility. This delivers to families the equivalent of an interest rate
$1.6 million will be spent purchasing 25 buses for day cargeduction of 0.35 per cent in the first year of a new home
to help the disabled and their families in our community. |oan.

$19.3 million will be provided to organisations such asThe schedule to cut stamp duty on other mortgages will
Uniting Care Wesley, Helping Hand, CentreCare, the Mentatommence from 1 July 2007 and be complete by 1 July 2009.
Health Fellowship and Beyond Blue to name a few. The phased abolition of rental duty will also commence from
This funding will be spent on programs to enable people withl July 2007 and be complete by 1 July 2009.

a mental illness to maintain their independence whileRental duty is charged on businesses that hire goods ranging
receiving the necessary support from carers and familjrom cement mixers, machinery hire, party equipment,
members. houseboats, cars, videos and DVDs.

Mr Speaker, $34 million will be returned to 225 000 pen-A schedule of further major tax cuts for both large and small
sioners and self-funded retirees by way of a one-off casbusiness will commence over a two-year period beginning on
bonus of $150. 1 July 2009.
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This includes stamp duty on goodwill on the sale of aAnd we have committed $501 million on capital works
business, considered by many as an unfair tax when buyirgrojects for our hospitals.
a business. Today's Budget also provides a huge boost for mental health
These cuts will also abolish stamp duty when trading taxservices in this State with a $25 million, one-off, Triple-A
licences, fishing licences, water licences, unlisted shares awiividend and a further $20 million in funding over the next
a number of other business transactions. four years.
Mr Speaker, the burden of tax and red tape will be lifted fromin addition to this funding, other key health measures in this
thousands of businesses in South Australia so that busineBsidget include:
in our State can be more competitive. $131.6 million in additional funding for our health system;
Once these taxes have been abolished, tax cuts worth more $22 million to increase the number of available places for
than $836 million will have been delivered to South Aust-  transition care—offering intermediate care for people who
ralian families and businesses. would otherwise stay in hospital;
Mr Speaker, this will bring the total tax cuts delivered by this-  $13.1 million to employ additional agency nursing staff
Government to $1.5 billion by 2010-11. to help provide high-quality patient care in public hos-
This program of tax cuts will sustain the momentum of pitals;
economic growth in South Australia, reduce the burden on  $4.4 million for increased resources at the Tregenza Aged
business and families, and create an even more competitive Care Service, which delivers health care to one of the
business environment in South Australia. most vulnerable sections of our community;
Mr Speaker, - $3 million for the Patient Assistance Transport Scheme;
The Government is committed to infrastructure spending as and
an essential foundation for economic growth. an extra $750 000 for the implementation of a new
This commitment is reflected in our allocation of more than elective surgery management strategy to reduce waiting
$1 billion in the coming financial year in support of the times.
priorities outlined in our recently releas8thte Infrastructure  Mr Speaker,
Plan. The Government regards the safety of South Australians on
As part of this Budget, funding has been allocated for theur roads and highways as paramount.
followmg projects: As the road toll has reduced in recent years, the tragedy of
$140 million for the ship lift, dredging and construction this years road toll should serve as a wake-up call to all of us.
of the maritime precinct; As of yesterday there have been 64 road deaths in just the
$175 million for the Port River Expressway project; first five months of the year—12 more than at the same time
$121.7 million to construct a tunnel longer than thelast year.
Adelaide Hills Heysen Tunnel on South Road beneatl$22 million will be spent over the next three years on the
Port and Grange roads and the Outer Harbour railway lind;ong Life Roads program to improve the condition of the
$64.9 million to construct underpasses on South Roadstate’s roads.
beneath Anzac Highway; In an effort to combat excessive speeding—which is the
$51 million to extend the tram line from Victoria Square biggest cause of deaths and accidents on our roads—we will
to the Adelaide Railway Station and on to North Adelaide;introduce an extra 48 speed and red light cameras, at a capital
$48.5 million for the upgrade of the Eyre Peninsula wateicost of $9.5 million.
supply; Other road safety initiatives to be delivered include:
$5.7 million to upgrade Eyre Peninsula road and rail- $4.3 million to implement a package of measures aimed
infrastructure—a move designed to improve efficiency in  at curbing the incidence of driving under the influence of

this critical grain-exporting region; drugs;
$4 million to upgrade the Pt Lincoln airport; and $3 million to expand the existing Rural Overtaking Lane
$6.8 million for the redevelopment of the Oaklands Park program;

Interchange.
Mr Speaker, this Government is also committed to supportlng
small business. $2.6 million for a heavy-vehicle compliance program; and
We will provide an additional $4.2 million over four yearsto - $1.4 million to combat speeding on rural highways.
upgrade the skills and services of the Business Enterpride addition, 300 new breathalyser units, 37 hand-held laser
Centre network—the frontline support service for smallguns for use in country areas and 16 sets of road spikes will
business in South Australia. be purchased to reduce the incidence of speed and alcohol-
$1 million will be provided to support seminars and work- related trauma on our roads.
shops for small business in metropolitan and regional SoutMr Speaker,
Australia. In preparing this Budget, the Government has listened to the
Mr Speaker, calls of the most vulnerable in our community.
The Government’s main priority is to continually improve In response, the Government will provide more than
and upgrade our health system. $139 million of additional funding for South Australian
Over the next four years, this Budget provides an additionalamilies and community services over the next four years.
$201 million for South Australia’s hospitals and health Key funding measures included in the Budget are:
services to meet increasing demand. $27.5 million in State contributions to match
Mr Speaker, since coming to office, this Government has Commonwealth funding of the Home and Community

$2.9 million for further rail safety-related upgrades at
level crossings;

spent an additional $912 million on South Australian
hospitals.

Care Program;
$25 million in one-off, Triple-A dividends to non-

This has resulted in an increase of 3158 elective surgery government organisations in the disability services sector;

procedures per year when compared to 2001-02.

$20.2 million to expand the Moving On program;
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$18.3 million to improve the provision of accommodation Mr Speaker, the Government has taken decisive action to
support for those with a mental disability; protect the State’s valuable marine scalefish fishery and
$9.7 million toward individual packages of care andensure the ongoing sustainability of stock.

alternative care services for children with intensive needsjve have implemented a one-off buyback scheme targeting

and commercial licence holders with net endorsements as the first

$3.5 million to expand eligibility under the existing Step in a long-term sustainability strategy.

Transport Subsidy Scheme. Funding of $6.0 million has been provided in 2004-05 for the
Mr Speaker, buy-back, with an additional allocation of $1.0 million in

School education is a critical part Gouth Australia’s 2005-06.
Strategic Plap and thePlan contains a number of goals MrSpeaker, : i
relating to literacy and numeracy. Fostering creativity—in all its forms—is one of the six pillars

In pursuit of these goals, since coming to office, this Govern®! South Australia’s Strategic Plan

ment has increased spending on each child in our schoofﬁnd th‘? Government rec_:ognises its_ rgsp_onsibility to create
from $7598 to $9614 an environment conducive to creativity in sectors ranging

from manufacturing to arts.

This represents a funding increase of 26.5 per cent or OVEh line with this, the 2005-06 Budget contains funding for a

$2000 more for every child since coming to office. number of new initiatives, including:

Mr Spegker, over the next four years, we wil provide. $9.5 million for the Wine Innovation Cluster;
$35.2 million of extra funding for education and children’s $8 million over four years for the Mawson Institute of

services, including: Advanced Manufacturing;

$22.1 million to support students with special needs; . g4 7 million to establish a Defence Systems Integration
$4.2 million to continue the Learning Together program;  Centre:
and - $2.5 million for the Australian Mineral Research Scien-
$3.5 million over four years for the Access Assistant. tific Institute;

Mr Speaker, the Government has been overwhelmed by the $1 million over four years for the State Library;

success of the Premier’s Reading Challenge. - $1 million for the South Australian Museum in order for

To build on that success, we will now allocate another it to refurbish the Pacific Cultures Gallery; and

$1.2 million over four years to extend our target to 75 perr $650 000 in extra funding for the Adelaide Fringe
cent of schools in 2005. Festival.

We are also budgeting for substantial improvements to th@ur commitments to the arts will also deliver an additional
TAFE system, with an additional $8.3 million to increase$2.1 million to support the Adelaide Symphony Orchestra.
training programs by up to 150 000 hours a year. Mr Speaker,

Recognising the training needs of the Aboriginal community,Every South Australian family should feel safe in their own
we will spend $1.7 million to support Aboriginal training home. . ) . )
programs on the APY lands. South Australlg’s Strateglc Placontains targets to drasti-
Mr Speaker, the Government is currently in the process ofally reduce crime rates in our State. .
negotiating with teachers and lecturers whose enterpriggnd recent statistics shows the Government's policies have
bargaining agreement expired in March 2005. had a substantial impact on crime. .

The Government expects negotiations will deliver a fair wagé>"ime in South Australia has fallen 6.5 per cent during the

increase to teachers and lecturers and additional resources R§10d April 2004 to April 2005 with offences committed
our schools. against a person falling 9.6 per cent.

y mid 2006, 200 new recruits will be on the beat and, at

000 officers, the size of our police force will be the largest
our State’s history.

r Speaker, this Government is now spending an extra

$57 million per year on our Police force than when we came

to office.

The Government has made an appropriate provision in thi
Budget, the size of which is held in contingencies and is no
specifically referred to in the budget papers to ensure th
negotiation process is not compromised.

Mr Speaker,

Th|s Budget rglnforces the Government's continued CoMyq represents a 13 per cent real increase in operational
mitment to environmental sustainability. expenditure

Our goal is for South Australia to be known the world overhis Bydget contains funding to further support our police
as a clean, green and sustainable place to live and work. anq emergency services, and includes:

Building upon the Government's efforts to fix the River . g 6 million in additional operational funding for South
Murray, an additional $2.4 million will be spent over four  aystralian Police:

years to fund the operation and maintenance of the salt g5 2 million to implement a licensing regime aimed at

interception schemes along the river. _ controlling access to ammonium nitrate within the State;
An extra $1.4 million will fund the newly established Natural - $4.7 million for the purchase of a new police aircraft;
Resource Management Boards. - $4.3 million to complete the third stage of the Christies

Recognising the crisis facing Kangaroo Island with increasing Beach Police Complex;

koala numbers, the Government has allocated $4 million over $4.1 million for additional resources in the offices of the
four years to accelerate the successful sterilisation and Director of Public Prosecution and the State Coroner;
relocation program. - $3.6 million to enforce the nevCriminal Assets Con-
To maintain our metropolitan beaches for the enjoyment of fiscation Actand

all South Australians, an additional $6.2 million will be - $2.4 million to increase the State’s aerial fire-fighting
allocated to sand management activities at Glenelg and West capacity.

Beach. Mr Speaker,
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| today present to the House a rigorous and comprehensiveSTATUTES AMENDMENT (BUDGET 2005) BILL
Budget—the result of outstanding work by my Ministerial

colleagues, their Chief Executives and their staff. TheHon. K.O. FOLEY (Treasurer) obtained leave and

I would also like to place on record my thanks to the Undeiintroduced a bill for an act to amend the Land Tax Act 1936
Treasurer, the Department of Treasury and Finance, and nand the Stamp Duties Act 1923. Read a first time.
personal staff for their efforts. TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: | move:

This Budget tells the story of a buoyant and structurally ~That this bill be now read a second time.

sound economy—an economy of growth, an economy of seek leave to have the second reading explanation inserted
substance and an economy with a future. in Hansardwithout my reading it.

It also tells the story of a Government doing the basics well Leave granted.

and delivering on its promises. This Bill amends thé.and Tax Act 193@nd theStamp Duties

It tells a story—a Labor story. ACtIl923 X South Australia h _ dast it
n recent years, South Australia has experienced a strong upli

A story that Labor can be prou'd Of.' in property values following an extended period of real term stability.

A story of our Government delivering for all. To address the impact of this increase in land values on land tax

Delivering increased spending on health, education antipbilities and to reduce bracket creep effects, the land tax threshold
police ’ and rate structure will be adjusted to provide broad-based relief.

o In addition, specific amendments will be introduced to provide
Delivering care to the most vulnerable.

Delivering jobs in record numbers.
Delivering tax cuts.

Delivering balanced budgets.
Delivering low levels of debt.

additional relief to:

property owners conducting a business from their
principal place of residence, in particular operators of bed
and breakfast accommodation;

land used for caravan parks, residential parks and
supported residential facilities;

land used for primary production in designated

Delivering a Triple-A credit rating. rural areas (close to Adelaide and Mount Gambier);

And delivering confidence and optimism for all South - persons holding land by way of moiety titles.

Australians The following land tax structure is to apply from the 2005-06
) assessment year.

Mr Speaker, we are a Government prepared to challenge, Wé Fqr site values:

are a Government prepared to reform, we are a Government below $110 000 no tax will be payable;

that can deliver, we are a Government that governs for all. between $110001 and $350 000 taxable land
ownerships will be taxed at 0.3% on the excess above

Mr Speaker, | commend this Budget to the House. $110 000
| seek leave to have the explanation of the clauses inserted between $350 001 and $550 000 taxable owner-
in Hansardwithout my reading it. ships will be taxed at $720 plus 0.7% on the excess above
Leave granted $350 000;
g : - between $550 001 and $750 000 taxable owner-
Explanation of clauses ships will be taxed at $2 120 plus 1.65% on the excess
Clause L: Short tile avove ggt?/f/)e%?loéﬁo 001 and $1 000 000 taxable o
i i X wn-
-I(-:?;glea;'ssolfnﬁgiment erships will be taxed at $5 420 plus 2.4% on the excess

This clause provides for the Bill to operate retrospectively to above $750 000; and

1 July 2005. Until the Bill is passed, expenditure is financed from at$11 ig%vgﬁé go%/?%%t%xeaglfcgvsvg :ﬁg&%sﬂlb%%t%gd
appropriation provided by th8upply Act ; .

. - The maximum benefit is a $2 880 reduction in tax liability for site

Clause 3: interpretation values between $550 000 and $750 000.
This clause provides relevant definitions. In relation to businesses operating from a principal place of
Clause 4: Issue and application of money residence, the requirement for the business to occupy no more than

This clause provides for the issue and application of the sum&8 square metres in order to retain eligibility for a principal place of
shown in the schedule to the Bill. Subsection (2) makes it clear tha€sidence exemption will be removed. o
the appropriation authority provided by tBepply Acts superseded Effective from the 2005-06 assessment year, a full exemption will
by the Bill. be available if the home business activity occupies less than 25% of

Clause 5: Application of money if functions or duties of agencyth€ floor area of all buildings on the land that must have a predomi-
are transferred nantly residential character and a part exemption will apply to home

h e S o
This clause is designed to ensure that where Parliament h gsmess activities that occupy between 25% and 75% of that area

appropriated funds to an agency to enable it to carry out particul sed on a sliding scale that moves in 5% increments. No relief will
functions or duties and those functions or duties become th eopro;/lﬂe%where thefho"rrg)e _tl)ctjj_smess aﬁtl\fltyé)ccuples more than
responsibility of another agency, the funds may be used by th 5% of the floor area of all buildings on the land.

: : " / ; e These amendments will provide significant relief to bed and
responsible agency in accordance with Parliament's origin : P :
intentions without further appropriation. ai)reakfast operations undertaken from a principal place of residence

) - ; as well as other home based business activities.
Clause 6: Expenditure from Hospitals Fund _ In addition, a land tax exemption will be introduced for resi-

This clause provides authority for the Treasurer to issue andential parks predominantly used by retired persons over the age of
apply money from the Hospitals Fund for the provision of facilities 55 years and retired from full-time’ employment, who lease land
in public hospitals. under residential site agreements for the purpose of locating owner

Clause 7: Additional appropriation under other Acts occupied transportable homes on that land.

This clause makes it clear that appropriation authority provided = This will deliver similar land tax treatment to that provided to
by this Bill is additional to authority provided in other Acts of retirement villages where the retired occupants do not own the land
Parliament, except, of course, in tBapply Act on which the retirement units are located but the property is

Clause 8: Overdraft limit effectively their principal place of residence.

This sets a limit of $50 million on the amount which the _ Supported residential facilities licensed under 8igpported
Government may borrow by way of overdraft. Residential Facilities Act 1992ill also be exempted from land tax.

Residents of these facilities often have impaired cognitive ability,
. limited ability to choose where or how they live and limited financial
TheHon. |.F. EVANS secured the adjournment of the resoyrces. The provision of a land tax exemption will improve the

debate. viability of supported residential facilities.
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Caravan parks will also be exempt from land tax to encourage the Residential loans for owner occupation, including refinancing of
continued availability of low cost holiday options for families. such loans, currently attract a stamp duty rate of 35 cents per $100.

In relation to primary producers, criteria for determining A higher duty rate of 45 cents per $100 applies to loan refinancing
eligibility for a primary production exemption for owners of land (other than refinancing of residential loans for owner occupation).
located in “defined rural areas” (close to Adelaide and MountA fixed $10 charge applies to the discharge of a mortgage.
Gambier) will be amended to broaden eligibility. Remaining mortgage documents will continue to attract stamp

For example, previously, in defined rural areas, all owners ofiuty at arate of 45 cents per $100 until 1 July 2007 when the rate of
primary production land had to demonstrate that their principaduty will be cut by a third to 30 cents per $100. The rate of duty will
business was primary production (by showing that the incoméurther reduce to 15 cents per $100 from 1 July 2008 and will be
derived from the primary production activity was their principal abolished entirely from 1 July 2009.
source of income and/or they spent a significant proportion of their Rental duty will also be phased out between 1 July 2007 and 1
working week working on the land). Under the proposals, if a co~-July 2009.
owning relative is deriving significant income from other sources The hire of goods under equipment finance arrangements
(eg, a spouse working as a teacher or nurse), this will not preventeurrently attracts duty at a rate of 0.75% of rental income. This duty
primary production exemption. rate will reduce in three stages to 0.5% from 1 July 2007, to 0.25%

Previously, if a natural person owned primary production lanafrom 1 July 2008 and will be abolished entirely from 1 July 2009.
in a defined rural area and was working the land but the primary All other rental business attracts duty at a rate of 1.8% on rental
production business was owned by a company controlled by thaacome in excess of $6 000 per month. This duty rate will also
person, a primary production exemption was denied. An exemptioreduce in three stages to 1.2% from 1 July 2007, to 0.6% from
will now be available in this circumstance. 1 July 2008 and will be abolished entirely from 1 July 2009.

The proposals contained in the Bill deal with a range of further A number of minor stamp duty charges will also be abolished
ownership arrangements that will now receive the benefit of thdrom 1 July 2006 including stamp duty on deeds, caveats, changes
exemption including, for example, where an owner of the land ha#0 trustee appointments and other conveyances that currently attract

retired and a close relative is now substantially engaged in tha fixed $10 stamp duty.

primary production activity conducted on the land.

These stamp duty changes have an estimated revenue cost of

A further amendment is made in the Bill in relation to moiety $24 million in 2005-06 and $180 million over the four years from
titles. 2005-06 to 2008-09.

Undivided share titles (commonly referred to as moiety titles)

In addition, the Commonwealth Government has been advised

were often utilised prior to the introduction in the 1960s of the stratghat South Australia will abolish stamp duty on non-realty property

tittes amendment to thiReal Property Act 1886.

transfers and non-quoted marketable securities commencing from

In an undivided share title ownership, each owner registered of JUly 2009, with complete abolition by 1 July 2010. A separate Bill
the Lands Titles Office certificate of title owns an undivided shareill b introduced at a later date to implement these initiatives.

in the whole of the allotment. The land tax liability is currently
calculated on the whole non-exempt portions of the allotment. The

land tax assessed is then apportioned between the number of undivid-

ed share title owners who do not qualify for a principal place of resi-
dence exemption.

The current approach is difficult to justify when taxpayers have
no effective interest in the other portions of the property and have
no rights of occupation, yet their land tax liability is affected by the
value of those other parcels.

Itis therefore proposed to amend the Act to recognise individual
undivided share title owners as owners of their portion of the land
for land tax assessment purposes. In this way land tax liabilities will
only be based on the value of their particular portion of the property.

Changes to theéand Tax Act 1923ave an estimated revenue
cost of $58 million in 2005-06 and $244 million over the four years
from 2005-06 to 2008-09.

Various stamp duty reforms arising from commitments made
under the Intergovernmental Agreement on the Reform of
Commonwealth-State Financial RelatiqfiSA), signed in 1999 by
the Prime Minister and all State and Territory Leaders, will also be
given effect through th&tatutes Amendment (Budget 2005) Bill
2005.

One of the undertakings contained in the Intergovernmental
Agreement was that the Ministerial Council for Commonwealth-
State Financial Relations would, by 2005, review the need for the
retention of stamp duty on:

Non-residential conveyances

Leases

Mortgages, debentures, bonds and other loan
securities

Credit arrangements, instalment purchase ar-
rangements and rental arrangements

Cheques, bills of exchange and promissory notes,
and

Non-quoted marketable securities.

South Australia took action on some of these stamp duties ahead

of the scheduled time frame when it abolished cheque and lease duty

in the 2004-05 Budget.

Action is now being taken to implement the phasing out of
mortgage and rental duty with full abolition of both duties by 1 July
2009. The opportunity will also be taken to abolish a number of
minor stamp duties.

Mortgage duty will be abolished in four stages.

From 1 July 2005, stamp duty will be abolished on residential
loans for owner occupation, on all forms of loan refinancing, and on
mortgage discharges.

| commend the Bill to Honourable Members.

EXPLANATION OF CLAUSES
Part 1—Preliminary
1—Short title
This clause is formal.
2—Commencement
The Act will come into operation at midnight on 30 June
2005. (Section 4 of thkand Tax Act 193@rovides that
taxes imposed for a particular financial year will be
calculated as at midnight on 30 June immediately
preceding that financial year on the basis of circumstances
then existing.) However, Part 4 will come into operation
on 1 July 2006; Part 5 will come into operation on 1 July
2007; Part 6 will come into operation on 1 July 2008; and
Part 7 will come into operation on 1 July 2009.
3—Amendment provisions
This clause is formal.
Part 2—Amendment of Land Tax Act 1936
4—Amendment of section 2—Interpretation
Clause 4 amends the interpretation section oflLthed
Tax Act 1936by substituting a new definition dand
used for primary production. According to the new
definition, this term means land of not less than 0.8
hectares in area as to which the Commissioner is satisfied
that the land is used wholly or mainly for the business of
primary production.
This clause also inserts a new subsection into section 2.
Proposed subsection (3) relates to land that is held under
atenancy in common. If the land is divided into separate
portions, and the owner of each undivided share in the
land is entitled under a lease registered over the title to the
land to occupy a particular portion of the land, then the
land will not be treated as a single parcel of land in
multiple ownership. Instead, each owner of an undivided
share in the land will be regarded as the owner of the
portion of the land that he or she is entitled to occupy
under the lease.
5—Amendment of section 4—Imposition of land tax
Section 4 lists a number of exceptions to the general rule
that taxes are imposed on all land in the State. The
exception relating to land used for primary production is
amended by this clause so that the exception does not
include land that is situated in a defined rural area.
6—Substitution of section 5
The exemptions listed in section 4 include "land that is
exempt from land tax under section 5". This clause substi-
tutes a new section 5. Proposed new section 5 provides
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for the exemption or partial exemption of land from land
tax.
Land is wholly or partially exempt from land tax under
the section if proper grounds for the exemption exist and
the exemption has been granted and remains in force. An
owner of land may apply for an exemption, and the
Commissioner may, whether or not such an application
has been made, wholly or partially exempt land from land
tax.
Land that is owned by a natural person and constitutes his
or her principal place of residence (whether or not he or
she is the sole owner of the land) may be wholly exempt-
ed from land tax if the buildings on the land have a
predominantly residential character and no part of the
land is used for a business or commercial purpose (other
than the business if primary production), or the part of the
land so used is less than 25% of the total floor area of all
buildings on the land.
Land may be partially exempted from land tax by re-
ducing its taxable value in accordance with the scale
prescribed in subsection (12) if the land is owned by a
natural person and constitutes his or her principal place
of residence (whether or not he or she is the sole owner
of the land) and the buildings on the land have a pre-
dominantly residential character. A part of the land of
25% or more but not more than 75% of the total floor area
of all buildings on the land may be used for a business or
commercial purpose.
Land within a retirement village may be exempted from
land tax if the land constitutes a residential unit occupied
by a natural person as his or her principal place of
residence or available for occupation by a natural person
as his or her principal place of residence and likely to be
so occupied at some time during the ensuing 12 months.
Land appurtenant to such a residential unit, and land used
as a facility provided under the retirement village scheme
for the exclusive use of residents (and their guests), may
also be excepted from land tax.
Land may be wholly exempted from land tax if the land
is a supported residential facility.
Land that constitutes a caravan park may be wholly
exempted from land tax.
Land within a retired persons’ relocatable home park may
be exempted from land tax if the land constitutes the site
for arelocatable home occupied, under a lease or licence,
by a natural person as his or her principal place of
residence. Alternatively, such land may be exempted if it
is likely that within the ensuing 12 months there will be
a relocatable home on the site owned by a natural person
and occupied by the person as his or her principal place
of residence. Land that is appurtenant to such a site, or
land that is a facility provided by the owner of the land for
the exclusive use of residents (and their guests), may also
be exempted from land tax.
There are various circumstances in which land used for
primary production that is situated within a defined rural
area may be wholly exempted from land tax. First, the
land may be exempted if the sole owner of the land is a
natural person engaged on a substantially full-time basis
(either on his or her own behalf or as an employee) in a
relevant business.
Second, such land may be wholly exempted if it is owned
jointly or in common by two or more natural persons at
least one of whom is engaged on a substantially full-time
basis (either on his or her own behalf or as an employee)
in a relevant business. Any other owner of the land who
is not so engaged must be a relative of an owner so
engaged.
Third, the land may be exempted if it is owned solely,
jointly or in common by a retired person and three
conditions are satisfied. Those conditions are as follows:
the retired person must have been, prior to his
or her retirement, engaged on a substantially full-time
basis (either on his or her own behalf or as an em-
ployee) in a relevant business; and
the co-owner or co-owners of the land (if any)
must be relatives of the retired person; and
a close relative of the retired person must be
currently engaged on a substantially full-time basis

(either on his or her own behalf or as an employee) in
a relevant business.
Fourth, the land may be exempted if it is owned solely or
by tenancy in common by the executor of the will, or the
administrator of the estate, of a deceased person. The
following conditions must also be satisfied:
the deceased person must have been, prior to
his or her death, engaged on a substantially full-time
basis (either on his or her own behalf or as an em-
ployee) in a relevant business; and
the co-owner or co-owners of the land (if any)
must be relatives of the deceased person; and
a close relative of the deceased person must be
currently engaged on a substantially full-time basis
(either on his or her own behalf or as an employee) in
a relevant business.
Fifth, the land may be exempted if it is owned by a
company, or by two or more companies, or by a company
or companies and one or more natural persons. The main
business of each owner must be a relevant business.
Sixth, the land may be exempted if it is owned by a
company and one of the following conditions is satisfied:
a natural person must own a majority of the
issued shares of the company and be engaged on a
substantially full-time basis (either on his or her own
behalf or as an employee) in a relevant business;
two or more natural persons own in aggregate
a majority of the issued shares of the company and
each of them is engaged on a substantially full-time
basis (either on his or her own behalf or as an em-
ployee) in a relevant business;
two or more natural persons who are relatives
must own in aggregate a majority of the issued shares
of the company and at least one of them must be
engaged on a substantially full-time basis (either on
his or her own behalf or as an employee) in a relevant
business.
A business is aelevant businessin relation to land used
for primary production that is situated within a defined
rural area if —
the business is a business of primary pro-
duction of the type for which the land is used or a
business of processing or marketing primary produce;
or
the land or produce of the land is used to a
significant extent for the purposes of that business.
Proposed subsection (11) provides that the regulations
may prescribe additional criteria that must be satisfied if
land is to be eligible to be exempted wholly or partially
from land tax.
Proposed subsection (12) includes a table comprising a
scale for determining a partial exemption to land tax.
Proposed subsection (13) lists some definitions necessary
for the purposes of new section 5.
7—Amendment of section 8—Scale of land tax
This clause amends section 8 by substituting a new table
comprising a scale for determining land tax.
Part 3—Amendment of Stamp Duties Act 1923 that
takes effect at midnight on 30 June 2005
8—Amendment of section 76—Interpretation
The definitions ohome andhome mortgage are deleted.
These definitions are redundant because of amendments
made by clause 12 to clause 11 of Schedule 2. Of particu-
lar relevance is the introduction into Schedule 2 of a
definition ofhome acquisition or improvement.
9—Amendment of section 79—Mortgage securing
future and contingent liabilities
Section 79(2) of th&tamp Duties Act 1928escribes how
duty is chargeable on a mortgage that extends to future or
contingent liabilities and is not limited to a particular
amount. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) prescribes the
method for determining duty if the amount of the liability
secured by the mortgage exceeds the amount for which
the mortgage has been previously stamped.
The subsection currently includes two exceptions. This
clause adds additional exceptions. The first proposed new
exception applies if a mortgage becomes chargeable with
further duty under paragraph (b) and the rate of duty
payable on the mortgage has decreased since it was
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previously stamped. In this case, the further duty is to be
calculated by subtracting from the amount of duty calcu-
lated under paragraph (b)(ii) the amount that would have
been already paid if duty had then been calculated and
paid at the lower rate.
The second proposed exception applies where a further
advance is made under a mortgage that is (until the further
advance) wholly exempt from duty or a mortgage that
would have been wholly exempt from duty if it had been
submitted for stamping immediately before the further ad-
vance. The exception applies if, in consequence of the
further advance, the mortgage ceases to be of a type that
is, or has become, wholly exempt from duty. In this case,
duty, or further duty, is calculated on the mortgage as if
it secured only the further advance. If duty was paid
before the exemption took effect, duty is calculated as if
no such payment has been made.
10—Repeal of sections 81D and 81E
Sections 81D (Refinancing of primary producer’s loans)
and 81E (Refinancing of loan due to rural branch closure)
are repealed. The sections are redundant as a consequence
of amendments made to Schedule 2 by clause 12, which
have the effect of providing an exemption or partial ex-
emption from duty in respect of loans to be applied for
refinancing purposes.
11—Repeal of section 83
Section 83 is repealed. The section is unnecessary
because of the amendments made to Schedule 2 by
clause 12, which have the effect of providing an exemp-
tion, or partial exemption, for mortgages securing loans
to be used wholly or partially for home acquisition or im-
provement.
12—Amendment of Schedule 2—Stamp duties and
exemptions
This clause amends Schedule 2 of the Act, which pre-
scribes rates of duty and exemptions. Clause 11 of
Schedule 2 deals with mortgages and other documents.
This clause amends clause 11 by removing the reference
to duty payable on a home mortgage. This clause also
adds the following to the list of exemptions in clause 11:
a mortgage securing a loan that has been, oris
to be, applied wholly for home acquisition or im-
provement;
a mortgage to secure a loan that has been, or is
to be, applied wholly for refinancing purposes.
A mortgage securing a loan to be applied in part for home
acquisition or improvement and in part for other purposes
is to be liable to duty as if it secured only so much of the
loan as is to be applied for the other purposes.
A mortgage securing a loan to be applied in part for
refinancing purposes and in part for other purposes is
liable to duty as if it secured only so much of the loan as
is to be applied for the other purposes.
Definitions of home acquisition or improvement and
refinancing purposes are also inserted.
A new itemis also added to the list of general exemptions
appearing in Part 2 of Schedule 2. As a consequence of
this amendment, an instrument of discharge or partial
discharge of a mortgage or charge is exempt from stamp
duty.
Part 4—Amendment of Stamp Duties Act 1923 that
takes effect on 1 July 2006
13—Amendment of section 71B—Partition or division
of property
Clause 13 amends section 71B, which applies only in
relation to a conveyance for the partition or division of
property between members of a family group (as defined
in section 71(15)). The section provides that if, on the
partition or division of any property, consideration
exceeding $200 in amount or value is given for equality,
the instrument by which the division or partition is effect-
ed will be charged with duty as if it were a conveyance on
sale and the consideration equal to the value of the prop-
erty.
The section is amended by the insertion of a new sub-
section. Proposed new subsection (2) provides that if the
consideration for equality is (in amount or value) two
hundred dollars or less, the instrument by which the

partition or division is effected is entirely exempt from
duty.

14—Amendment of section 82—Unregistered mort-
gages protected by caveats

Proposed new subsection (1) provides that a caveat under
theReal Property Act 1886 protect an interest arising
under an unregistered mortgage is liable to stamp duty if
the unregistered mortgage is liable to stamp duty and has
not been produced for stamping.

Under proposed new subsection (2), the amount of duty
chargeable on a caveat to which subsection (1) applies is
the same as would be payable on the mortgage if pro-
duced for stamping.

15—Amendment of Schedule 2—Stamp duties and
exemptions

This clause makes a number of amendments to Schedule
2.

A new exemption from the component of stamp duty
payable in respect of registration of a motor vehicle is
inserted. This exemption provides that an application to
register a motor vehicle in, or to transfer the registration
of a motor vehicle into, the name of a beneficiary of the
estate of a deceased person in order to give effect to the
provisions of a will or the rules of intestacy is exempt.
This clause also deletes clauses 5 to 9 of Schedule 2.
Those clauses prescribe the amounts of duty payable on
the following:

a conveyance for partition or division of
property;

a conveyance for appointment of a new trustee
or retirement of a trustee;

a conveyance of a kind not otherwise charged;

- adeed or transfer not otherwise specified in the
Schedule;

an instrument discharging a mortgage or
charge over land.

The following exemptions are also added to the list of
general exemptions in Part 2 of the Schedule:

a conveyance (other than a conveyance oper-
ating as a voluntary disposition inter vivos) for
effectuating the appointment of a new trustee or the
retirement of a trustee;

a conveyance of a kind for which no specific
charge, or basis for charging duty, is fixed by the
Schedule;

a deed or transfer of a kind for which no
specific charge, or basis for charging duty, is fixed by
the Schedule.

Part 5—Amendment of Stamp Duties Act 1923 that
takes effect on 1 July 2007

16—Amendment of section 31F—Lodgement of
statement and payment of duty

The amendments made to section 31F by clause 16
provide for new rates of duty payable in respect of
dutiable rental business from 1 July 2007. The amount
payable will depend on whether the agreement or contract
was entered into before 1 October 2003, after that date but
before 1 July 2007, or on or after 1 July 2007.
17—Amendment of Schedule 2—Stamp duties and
exemptions

The amendment made by this clause has the effect of
reducing the amount of duty payable on mortgages and
certain other documents from 1 July 2007.

Part 6—Amendment of Stamp Duties Act 1923 that
takes effect on 1 July 2008

18—Amendment of section 31B—I nter pretation

As a consequence of this amendment, the definition of
dutiablerental businesswill not include business arising
from contracts, agreements or arrangements entered into
on or after 1 July 2009.

19—Amendment of section 31F—Lodgement of
statement and payment of duty

The amendments made to section 31F by clause 19
provide for new rates of duty payable in respect of
dutiable rental business from 1 July 2008. The amount
payable will depend on whether the agreement or ar-
rangement was entered into before 1 October 2003, on or
after that date but before 1 July 2007, on or after 1 July
2007 but before 1 July 2008, or on or after 1 July 2008.
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20—Amendment of Schedule 2—Stamp duties and TheHon. G.M. GUNN: | know that. It's all right. | am
exemptions ) delighted that the government does not want to mention,
The amendment made by this clause has the effect c%eknowledge or even accept the fine management which the
reducing the amount of duty payable on mortgages and, 1y onwealth government has provided to the people of this

certain other documents from 1 July 2008. - ; !
Part 7—Amendment of Stamp Duties Act 1923 that ~ country. Itis unfortunate that it has taken such an unchari-

takes effect on 1 July 2009 table attitude, because the great benefits which are going to
21—Repeal of section 81A flow to this country in the next 12 months can be sheeted
The repeal of section 81A by this clause is consequentiaback to strong management and the revenue from the GST.
on the amendments made by clause 22. The GST money is flowing—and rightly so. The states

ﬁf&%ﬁfﬂgmmt of Schedule 2—Stamp dutiesand o ire a growth tax and sufficient funds to provide for their

This clause removes clause 11 of Schedule 2, which ~ Services that the people of South Australia and the rest of
prescribes the rates of duty payable on mortgages,  Australia want and deserve.
bonds, debentures, covenants and warrants of attor- For the first time in the history of this great common-
gerEnT?i%gls,ai%sggjr?ozi?ﬁéhsﬁe?utlge list of general  \yealth we have in place a system which is going to provide
P i the states with that basic revenue so that they can look after
education, health and those other things. The answer to the
health problems is not to hand the hospitals over to the
commonwealth government. | put it to the house: what sort
of services do you think a national minister in charge of

) hospitals, who lived in Queensland, would provide? Would
AND APPORTIONMENT OF LIABILITY) (PRO they want to visit the hospital at Oodnadatta, Orroroo,

PORTIONATE LIABILITY) AMENDMENT BILL Peterborough, Millicent or Glenelg? | think not. Therefore,
The Legislative Council agreed to the bill, with the the System we have in place, coupled with the sound deci-

following amendment, to which amendment the LegislativeSions taken by the Olsen-Brown government—a government,
Council desires the concurrence of the House of Assembly!If Speaker, of which you were then keen to be a member—

TheHon. |.F. EVANS secured the adjournment of the
debate.

LAW REFORM (CONTRIBUTORY NEGLIGENCE

Clause 11 (new section 10), page 9, line 4— made the framework to reduce the debt in this state. | am
After ‘must’ insert: looking forward to this government's providing financial
, as soon as practicable, assistance to my constituents.
The matter | raised in question time today in relation to the
ADJOURNMENT DEBATE roads in the Outback and the Far North of South Australia is
exceptionally important, but | want the government to
TheHon. P.F. CONLON (Minister for Transport): |  provide some funds quickly to upgrade the road to Dalhousie.
move: The tourism department is encouraging South Australians,
That the house do now adjourn. interstate and overseas visitors to visit Dalhousie’s hot
springs. Itis promoting it, but people have to get there. Most
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT, LEADERSHIP of them want to go in their four-wheel drives, but the

condition of the road is deplorable. | call on the minister and

TheHon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): Is there an adjournment his department to provide funds to upgrade that road quickly,
debate? efficiently and permanently, because there is nothing worse

The SPEAKER: If the member wishes. We are just than getting a group of tourists into an area and then they
checking: it is not the tradition, but that is not a reason for notannot get out. If that happened, the damage done to the
doing it. | am sure that members will be delighted to hear théndustry would be horrendous. | wanted to use that opportuni-
member for Stuart. ty briefly to raise those matters today.

The Hon. G.M. GUNN: | wish the minister well, and | On an important occasion like this we should not overlook
know that he is pleased that the Speaker has granted me thy the government is in such a financial position. It cannot
opportunity just to say a couple of things. We have listene@laim credit for the GST; it cannot claim credit for the debt
for the last 30 or 40 minutes to the Treasurer and to théeduction. The government voted against the sale of ETSA;
cheering from the backbench. One of the things that th# voted against those other privatisation measures which have
government failed to mention once was that the benefit of thisreated a strong viable future for every citizen in the state. |
budget is a direct result of the outstanding leadership itvanted to make those points, and | am sure that everybody
government and financial management of the John Howar@ow wants to go to their offices and study the budget, and
federal government. Fifty-two per cent— have a good weekend. | am delighted to have been given a

TheHon. PF. CONLON: On a point of order, given that chance to speak, and | will not abuse the privilege by
the member for Stuart has been a stickler for his own rightsSPeaking for an extra six minutes.

is he not now addressing a matter before the house?
The SPEAKER: No; it is a grievance. DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC PROSECUTIONS

Members interjecting: TheHon. M .J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): | just

The SPEAK ER: Order! The member for Stuart cannot \yant to amplify my statement giving the Leader of the
debate the bill— Opposition a detailed reply to his first question.

Members interjecting: The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Point of order. Can | clarify

TheHon. G.M. GUNN: Certainly not. whether this is a grieve or a ministerial statement?

The SPEAKER: However, he can talk about matters  The SPEAKER: It is part of an adjournment debate.
generally. TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: The Leader of the Opposi-

Members interjecting: tion came in here and suggested that the extra funding that we
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were giving the Office of the DPP was much less than in factlebate on the Motor Vehicles (Double Demerit Points)

it was, and he suggested to the house that no extra staff coddnendment Bill—

be employed. As is usual, the innuendo of the question was The SPEAKER: Order!

false. I Mr MEIER: On a point of order, sir, is this a personal
The Hon. Dean Brown interjecting: explanation?

The SPEAKER: Order! The Deputy Leader is out of  he SpEAKER: No, under standing orders the member

order. is using the remainder of the 10 minutes.

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | have information from the . ) .
finance section of the Attorney-General's Department, an TheHon. M.J. Atkinson: The debate goes for 10 minutes

estimate from them, that the extra money for the DPP for th&1ther side.

financial year 2005-06 can lead to the employment of Mr MEIER: Thank you.

11 extra staff, if the office of the DPP chooses to spend the Ms Chapman: How much time is left?

money that way. It is, of course, statutorily independent. The The SPEAKER: The remainder of the time—whatever

additional money for 2005-06 is $1.207 million, not what thejt was—four minutes.

Leader of the Opposition told us in question time, and not  \jrs GERAGHTY: Vickie, please, this is hard enough

what the Deputy Leader of the Opposition still told us. Offor me, so please let this go. During the debate on the bill, the

course, when members of the opposition get it wrong, as theember for Hammond said:

habitually §|0, we donothave py|V|Ieges committees and they The honourable member for Torrens does not mind, though; she

do not resign. Indeed, on Radio 5AA yesterday the shadoyy,, " rind it it is her husband who dies and the car gets

attorney, the Hon. R.D. Lawson, managed to overestimate byrecked—

a factor of 10 the number of cars stolen in South Australia .

each day. When will he apologise for providing incorrectHe_ was c_hallenged on that statement, so he clarified it and

information to the public? said, ‘I said that you won’t mind.’ | was extremely upset and
It is $1.207 million extra money to the DPP in 2005-06.angry about that, and I thank my colleagues on this side of the

That is made up this way: additional untied, $300 000; addihouse who came to my defence, in particular, the Minister for

tional for pre-1982 sex offences, $700 000; and confiscatioknvironment and Conservation, the Minister for Families and

of assets, $207 000. | am advised by the finance section of tt@mmunities, my colleague the member for Giles, and

Attorney-General's Department that 11 extra staff—that isothers. The member for Hammond owes me an apology, and

their est_imate—pan be employed. The total Iegal officers arq.will be expecting that apology from him.

6.3 full-time equivalent; witness assistance officers, 1.75full- | ke this comment about the member for Hammond

time equivalent; and administration support officers, 3 full-poc4 56 | am still angry and rather distressed about that
time equivalent. It is breaking down in the following three comment. | note these days that most of his contributions in

categories: additional untied, 2 legal officers—a %2 witness, . . )
assistance officer and 1 full-time equivalent administrative?h;;l??hujz:gzt%?gﬁrggr\r’]\/g:?tspegﬁi Cfcc))?ri]r?st?;r?::;\ln?jrr\?vti}?r

support officer; pre-1982 sex offences increase, 3.3 leg . - .
officers—1.25 witness assistance officers, and a ¥ admifCt Use the terms that he used—he brings in anything that

support; and confiscation of assets, 1 full-time equivalentelates to some sort of sexual activity. I suggest that he has

legal officer and 1%z full-time administration support. athink about it and, perhaps, gets some advice and assistance.
For the information of the opposition, the salaries and TheHon. M.J. Atkinson: Therapy.

costs of officers are as follows: LEC1, $58 182; LEC3, MrsGERAGHTY: Yes, perhaps some therapy, because

$84 731; LEC5—horror of horrors according to the Leadera lot of members in this house are finding that his comments

of the Opposition—$120 321. They are the people who do thare particularly rude and vile. Last night | told him that he is

hackwork in the office of the DPP, and they should not bean appalling individual, and | stand by that. His comment to

characterised by the Leader of the Opposition in the Liberahe was totally offensive, and he owes me an apology.

Party as fat cats. Motion carried.

HAMMOND, MEMBER FOR
At 4.03 p.m. the house adjourned until Monday 30 May
MrsGERAGHTY (Torrens): Last evening during the at2 p.m.
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