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staff and students of the Mount Gambier campus, in achiev-
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY ing this.
The Mount Gambier TAFE campus now caters for over
4 500 students annually in courses ranging from modern
expressive arts to traditional trades. Mount Gambier TAFE
provides quality vocational education and training programs
that are accessible and relevant to industry and community
SITTINGS AND BUSINESS needs. The staff of TAFE SA Mount Gambier campus remain
committed to supporting the growth of the regional economy
TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD (Minister for the River by building partnerships with industries, customising learning
Murray): | move: programs, providing training for trainees and apprentices, and

That the sitting of the house be continued during the conferenc‘@'Orklng closely with key regional organisations.

with the Legislative Council on the Correctional Services (Parole) | have to say that one of the pluses of TAFE throughout

Thursday 7 July 2005

TheDEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Snélling) took the chair
at 10.30 a.m. and read prayers.

Amendment Bill. South Australia is that it is able to respond to regional needs.
Motion carried. Certainly, in my part of the state, Spencer TAFE has
responded very well to industry needs, including mining

TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: | move: needs, the steel industry, and the hospitality and tourism

That the sitting of the house be continued during the conferencldUstries. It seems to be able to pick out what is important
with the Legislative Council on the Statutes Amendment and Repe@nd put its students into those areas. So, congratulations also

(Aggravated Offences) Bill. go to Mount Gambier for the work they are doing there.
Motion carried. Study pathways have been established between TAFE,
local schools and the university sector in allowing young
TAFE, MOUNT GAMBIER people to pursue further education options without leaving the
region. As a country person, | am very aware of how
MsBREUER (Giles): | move: important this is for country parents. It is becoming increas-

That this house congratulates the community of Mount Gambieringly difficult for them to be able to afford to send their
the staff of TAFE and the volunteers and students who have nowtudents to Adelaide for further studies. Parents on middle
achieved 100 years of locally provided adult and technical educatiofncomes find it almost impossible, if there are other children
Itis some time since we were in Mount Gambier, but | havein the family, to be able to afford to send their children to
to say that one of the highlights of my visit was visiting the Adelaide, pay their accommodation costs, their transport, set
TAFE campus and the new regional campus of the Universitthem up somewhere, buy them a computer etc., and let them
of South Australia. This year, Mount Gambier celebrated 10@et around the city. So TAFE has done an excellent job in
years of the provision of technical education. It seems thateeping people in the Mount Gambier region.
every 100 years Mount Gambier has had something to The delivery of vocational education and training at
celebrate in the education sector. Around 100 years aft&vlount Gambier campus is supported by a comprehensive
Mount Gambier was hamed by Lieutenant James Grant fromange of student services including counselling, learning
on board thedMS Lady Nelson, the School of Mines was support and employment referral. The video-conferencing
established. Another 100 years later, the University of Soutfacilities enable the Mount Gambier campus to link with
Australia has established a regional centre in Mount Gambieother campuses across TAFE SA and to connect with national
I am not sure whether | will be around to see what happenand international sites—again, video-conferencing was one
in the next 100 years, but | am certain that the educationf those wonderful assets that TAFE was able to acquire in
community of Mount Gambier will continue to go from the past and it has been fantastic for their regional campuses.
strength to strength. One hundred years later the South Australian government

The public system of vocational education and training incontinues to support the learning of people in Mount Gambier
Mount Gambier (which is now known as TAFE SA) celebrat-with a nationally outstanding public TAFE system.
ed its 100th birthday on 18 February 2005. From the School While | was in Mount Gambier | visited the TAFE
of Mines to TAFE, public vocational education and trainingcampuses, as | said, and | was able to see the new regional
in Mount Gambier has re-invented itself over the years andampus of the University of SA on site there. This is a
is part of the fabric that has made a very successful andionderful partnership between TAFE and UniSA, and it has
strong community across the Limestone Coast region.  been incredible for the students there—they originally started

As part of the celebrations that were held in February, aut with 45, and | think they now have something like 80
time capsule was buried. The capsule celebrates this majsetudents doing tertiary studies who have followed on from
milestone for everyone who has been involved with theheir TAFE studies. It is also a wonderful example for young
campus since it began in 1905 as the Mount Gambier brandthoolchildren to see this. These centres for regional
of the School of Mines. No doubt, in 100 years’ time peopleengagement for the University of SA are, | think, certainly
will marvel at the historical significance of its contents.  going to move in the future, and we are going to find a lot

The Mount Gambier TAFE SA campus, along with its more of these. | hope that they are, in most instances,
network of campuses and learning centres across the Souttnsllocated with the TAFE campus, because they are able to
East region, serves a population of 62 000. The region isse the facilities and it is a wonderful transition there for
historically and culturally rich, and it is famous for its wines, young students to go on to university courses.
limestone caves, sinkholes and its wonderful seaside havens. Of course, once again | cannot mention TAFE or universi-
TAFE SAs Mount Gambier campus has continuouslyties without mentioning my long-standing ambition to get
contributed to the economic and social development of théeaching into the Whyalla campus of the University of South
greater South-East region, and | offer my congratulations téustralia, and | believe work is still going on behind the
the local community, along with all the current and previousscenes there. | am passionate about this, and believe that, in
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terms of the problems associated with getting teachers intdemanding. | am quite sure it would be the same down at
regional South Australia, the only way we can do it successMount Gambier.

fully is to train them in the country. Once again, | urge the  One hundred years is a long time and, as the member for
University of South Australia to consider putting teachinggiles has said, it is particularly pleasing to see that they have
into the Whyalla campus of the University of South Australia.reached that milestone, that a quality education is being
I think the program operating at Mount Gambier shows thahrovided to young people and to people who often return to
itis able to be done, and the way they operate there is thagydy. My wife was one of those; she started back at TAFE
they bring their lecturers in from Adelaide and Whyalla. Thatin 3 children’s services course and moved on from there into
works very We", so | cannot believe that it is not pOSSible forhuman resources management_ One of the beauties of TAFE
the University of South Australia to bring lecturers in from jg that there is a wide age range of people who undertake
Adelaide. They do not have to base them there if they do nghese courses and they cater for everyone in terms of being
want to relocate there, but | think it is possible to bring themgple to fit in—whether someone has children at home or
into the Whyalla campus. Down the track | would also likehether they work. The flexibility available within TAFE is

to see it happening in Mount Gambier at the other end of thgimply excellent. With those few words | reiterate my
state so that we are able to train our young people there, ar@ngratulations to Mount Gambier on achieving 100 years of
also train mature age students who would very much like tqdquit and technical education, and we look forward to the

the schools and into our young people but at this staggext 100 years.

because they are set up financially and economically in their

home bases, itis not possible for them to pack upt.heir bags Mr GOLDSWORTHY (Kavel): 1 would like to take a

and go to Adelaide to study. In the year 2005 it seemgq hje of minutes to speak in support of the motion. One

ludicrous to me that everyone has to go to Adelaide if they, ,nqgred years is an achievement for any institution, particu-

want to become a teacher. ) larly in the Mount Gambier community. We enjoyed
Once again, | congratulate the Mount Gambier campus Qfayelling to Mount Gambier a number of weeks ago for the

the TAFE; | think you do a wonderful job. I know that TAFE first regional parliament to be held in South Australia’s

changes lives, | know that TAFE courses change youngistory. We found the Mount Gambier people to be very

people’s lives, and | know that they change women’s angyarm, friendly, welcoming and hospitable.

men’s lives. | know the thrill of being able to go into a TAFE | do not want to be churlish, but it seems that the govern-

campus and of starting to study—I always used to say to MYrent has failed in one aspect of its endeavours to manage the

students, ‘I bet you were nervous last night, but just remem- "~ N . :
ve tat veryone sise i the Same; Nost people are veffaMerlar proceedige  Wount Gamiyer because s
nervous for the first couple of weeks after they start a TAF is place so that they could be debated during the Mount

fr?euras'%utthailyotfh;nskuEjhdzgne%%?/gtn;rt?(l)sgcﬁi g/gctm:y g"gi‘r 52 ambier sittings but unfortunately that strategy failed. The
test result or they realise that they are able to do maths pemier thinks that he was adept at managing the media,

computing,of one ofthose other subject tat they nevd ST Y, Poceedie 20 e whole Sl
considered they would be able to do. The increase i ' y

confidence and self-esteem for those people then sets theﬂq%oiis;)rr]]m take anything away from the importance of the
on the track; | have seen some wonderful results over the ’

years and | know that the Mount Gambier campus has AS the member for Light said, there is a TAFE campus at
achieved similar results. My best wishes to everyone therdlount Barker, which is in my electorate. This is an outstand-

and | hope they have another very successful 100 years &g facility for people who wish to expand their educational
Mount Gambier campus. qualifications. One initiative which | think is of real benefit

to the community in the Adelaide Hills is that for those
TheHon. M.R. BUCKBY (Light): I rise to support this ~students who, for whatever reason, are not able to engage in

motion. As the member for Giles has said, TAFE plays dghe day-to-day, semi-regulated environment of a secondary
particularly important part in the tertiary education of ourschool, the Mount Barker TAFE campus has a program
students in South Australia. | well remember visiting thewhereby those students can complete their secondary studies
Mount Gambier TAFE campus when | was minister—it wasand avail themselves of other courses instead of attending
an excellent campus, and the lecturers and staff there weyghat is arguably a regimented secondary school environment.
very committed to their students in terms of delivering aln this way we can engage those students who otherwise
quality education and also in terms of lobbying for additionawould have fallen by the wayside, and they can avail
facilities at the time, if | remember correctly. Itis a pity that themselves of a much more relaxed and less regimented or
the member for Mount Gambier is not here this morning to'egulated environment of a TAFE college.
contribute to this motion, but perhaps he will at some stage. University can be pretty free and easy in the way that
The member for Giles has commented on the role oftudents are expected to attend lectures and tutorials in that
TAFE in the community and the niche that it fills, and | they are not forced to present any work, it is left up to their
totally agree with her. | see it in our Gawler TAFE campus,own volition, but if they do not they suffer the consequences.
and there are many very committed lecturers there. In factn a secondary school environment teachers are required to
a new building was built at the Gawler campus about four oendeavour to make sure that students do present their work.
five years ago which is now full in terms of classes and us®©f course, that happens for obvious reasons and there are
of the area, and it is very difficult for someone to get into aobvious benefits to the students, but if some students have
class there because of the popularity of the classes amlfficulty in engaging in that type of educational institution,
because of the excellent work that Heather Gordon is doinlylount Barker offers an alternative course and, as | said
there in providing the courses that students and employers agarlier, | think this is an outstanding initiative.
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| support the motion of the member for Giles. OneThe Mount Gambier and Districts Road Safety Group is to
hundred years of continued service to the community by anpe congratulated for its achievement in developing an
organisation in this state is a significant milestone, and Innovative road safety campaign with potential nationwide
extend my congratulations to this TAFE facility in Mount benefits. The idea, generated at a group meeting in Mount
Gambier. Gambier fire station last year, has resulted in the delivery of
a road safety initiative that has the potential to influence not
Mr SCALZI (Hartley): 1, too, wish to commend the only the people of Mount Gambier and Grant but also the
member for Giles for this motion. | congratulate the communentire nation. The group received $2000 from the
ity of Mount Gambier, the staff of TAFE and the many government's Community Road Safety Grants scheme last
volunteers and students who have been part of this achievgear to fund the project to pilot the use of trucks to display
ment of 100 years of providing adult and technical educatio®ne of three simple road safety messages: ‘Seat belts save
in the local area. | think this is a great achievement. | wouldives’; ‘Speed kills’; and ‘Rest-Revive-Survive'.

like to thank the staff of the TAFE college for taking the  Familiar with the presence of Scott’s Transport trucks in
shadow minister (the member for Bragg) and me through thglount Gambier, a member of the group raised the idea after
centre to see at first hand the facilities in the hairdressing anfbticing that the hazardous materials caution sign displayed
beauty centre and the arts centre as well as the retail centg@ trucks is not always utilised as the goods being transported
which was established recently. are not always hazardous. Following this, a subcommittee of
TAFE provides a great alternative for students who do nothe group approached the company with its proposal. This
necessarily want to go down the university path. It isresulted in an agreement for Scott's Transport trucks to
important that we provide flexibility in education. TAFE display the road safety messages while not transporting
colleges in not only Mount Gambier but throughout the statdiazardous materials. Drivers store a road safety sign in the
must be commended for their VET programs which provideruck so, once hazardous goods are delivered, the sign can be
students at a secondary level with a meaningful alternative tohanged and the space used to promote road safety. The
engage them in further education. It is meaningful to themmessages focus on the fatal five: speeding; drink driving;
and it encourages them to further their education. inattentive driving; failure to wear seat belts; and vulnerable

| am also impressed with the connections that the TAFgOad users. It is \(vell recqgnlsed throughout the world that
college has with private enterprise in the area. Itis importan1€se are the major contributors to trauma and death on our
that this be maintained because this collaboration between th@ads.
state education sector and the private sector will ultimately The Mount Gambier and Districts Road Safety Group of
deliver the best outcomes for students. It should not b&8 volunteers includes representatives of SAPOL, Mount
regarded as us and them as often, unfortunately, th@ambier District Council, Grant District Council, the Country
government tries to pitch when talking about state versukire Service, the RAA, motoring clubs, motor cycle clubs,
private education. We must stop having these demarcatiagriver trainers, Drug and Alcohol Services and other indi-
disputes and put students first. | understand that there awduals. The group began functioning as an incorporated
many courses in Mount Gambier that do precisely that, pugroup in April 2000 and was initiated by Transport SA as part
students first, and | commend them for doing so. of the Community Road Safety program. To keep this group

This is a motion that should have been debated and passefd the 29 other functioning community road safety groups
in Mount Gambier. |, like the member for Kavel, would like i the state informed about Transport SA initiatives and
to thank the community of Mount Gambier for the excellent'esponsibilities, a Transport SA-employed regional employee
reception it gave us in the first regional parliament. | was als@nd community road safety officer also attend the group’s
particularly impressed by and cannot talk about Mounthonthly meetings.

Gambier without referring to the excellent youth initiative  Itis through this program that groups are able to apply for
between the local council and community groups, which la grant of up to $5 000 each year from the Community Road
attended the evening before we left. Safety Grants scheme. The work of the Mount Gambier and

The member for Mount Gambier can vouch for theDistricts Road Safety Group has not gone unnoticed by local
successful program that involves youth, an initiative tha@nd state media, with numerous articles inBoeder Watch,
allows young people to have a drop-in centre. | trust that théunday Mail andThe Advertiser recognising the contribution
state government will look at funding such projects in thet0 achieving road safety objectives. Members of the group
area, which are very much needed for young people. S¢hould pe congratulated for their ongoing commitment to
congratulations to Mount Gambier for 100 years of providingddressing local road safety issues for the benefit of the wider
an excellent education opportunity for technical educatiofommunity. The innovation and passion they have for their
and having that flexibility and the ability to engage studentdVork is evident in their achievements, and assist to influence
in today’s challenging world. driver behaviour, potentially saving lives on our roads.

This innovation is to be celebrated and encouraged as it

TheHon. K.A. MAYWAL D secured the adjournment of relates directly to target T2.9 of our State Strategic Plan,
the debate. aimed at reducing road fatalities by 40 per cent by 2010.

Incidentally, this objective is also a national objective that has
MOUNT GAMBIER ROAD SAFETY INITIATIVE been taken on board by all states and territories around
Australia. In addition, supporting community road safety

Mr O'BRIEN (Napier): | move: groups is an explicit action in the South Australian road

strategy 2003-2010. Community road safety groups play an

That this house congratulates the Mount Gambier and District . - .
Road Safety Group for its Australia-first road safety initiative to usef’mportant role in addressing road safety issues on our roads,

trucks to carry signs with simple road safety messages across ti@d the relationships developed as a result of their work are

country. invaluable.
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Mr MEIER (Goyder): Certainly | am happy to support The DEPUTY SPEAKER: | admit that | have not been
this motion, too; and, likewise, to congratulate the Mountpaying terribly close attention to the member for MacKillop’s
Gambier and districts road safety group for the Australiamemarks, but I remind him of the need to be relevant.
first road safety initiative to use trucks to carry signs with  Mr WILLIAMS: | thank you for your guidance, sir.
simple road safety messages across the country. We canrfom my reading of the motion, I think it is very relevant, in
do enough to promote road safety on our roads. | noticed ithat literally we will have hundreds of these very trucks
the paper this week that vehicle sales are likely to hit a newhich we are talking about—notwithstanding the fact that
record of one million. The implications for our roads are notthey will all have the message emblazoned across them—
good because our roads were designed for the amount travelling on roads across the South-East which were never
traffic using them some 20 years ago. It is an area of theesigned to cope with that volume of heavy transport; and we
budget on which expenditure will have to continue to increaséave a government that is doing nothing about it. | think it is
at a massive rate. Certainly any road safety initiatives that aneery relevant.
undertaken can only be encouraged. | am pleased that at leastl thank the member for bringing this matter to the house
the honourable member has identified this road safetgo that | can inform members what is not happening in the
initiative. South-East regarding the provision of infrastructure for a

looming huge road freight task. We are not talking about a

Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop): Of course, | will support  few trucks a day; we are talking about hundreds of extra
the motion before the house to congratulate the Moungrucks a day carting up to five million tonnes of extra produce
Gambier and districts road safety group, but | would like towithin about four or five years through the towns of Penola,
make a few comments. | did note that the mover of theNangwarry, Tarpeena and Mount Gambier to Portland. That
motion talked about the State Strategic Plan and the goveris in addition to the freight already being carted on those
ment's target. He did acknowledge that it is a national targetoads. | thank the member for bringing this to the attention
In fact, the target was set by the ministers’ national conferof the house so that we can debate this matter. | repeat: where
ence some time before this government came into power. Have any of the three ministers for transport been—because
just reminded me of the so-called State Strategic Plan, whicihey certainly have not been on top of this issue? They hoped
is a document that has cobbled together a broad range gfat it would be taken over by the local government sector.
targets such as this one which have been in place for a long | can understand the local government sector having an
time, and then they have pulled a few out of the air such aterest in this, because we are to put this huge volume of
population target for the year 2050. It was interesting to not@eavy transport over local roads. Some of these roads need
that one of the business groups made a comment last weekbe taken over by the state and brought up to the standard
that South Australia will not get within cooee of that particu- (that is the point | am trying to make), because that will save
lar target. lives. Not only would it allow the economy of the South-East

I reinforce the mover's comment about this being ato meet its potential by ensuring that there is an efficient
national target and something that has been grabbed in ordgieans of getting the produce to the port and, thereby, creating
to try to put a little bit of meat into something of which the an economic benefit, but also it will have a road safety
government seems to be very proud and highlight that therieenefit—or it would have a road safety benefit if the
is not much in there of which to be proud. government did anything about it, and that is the point. The

I will talk about the road safety issue a little more closely.government has not done anything about it: it has left it to the
When the parliament was in Mount Gambier, one of thdocal government sector, but it is right out of its realm of
things that was highlighted was the impending road freightesponsibility.
task that is looming across the South-East. That road freight | inform the house that a couple of weeks ago the South-
task will be met, irrespective of what we do to cater for it. East Local Government Association received a letter back
The heavy transports will be carting produce from across thifom AusLink which stated that the funding it had requested
South-East, largely through Mount Gambier to Portlandto carry out an in-depth study (the in-depth study that should
despite the fact that the government is doing nothing tbe undertaken by the state government) would not be
provide the necessary infrastructure to accommodate thédrthcoming. But, of course, we have the Minister for
transport. The reality is that this will have a very seriousTransport sitting on his hands doing nothing. The local
negative impact on road safety in that region. member, the member for Mount Gambier, has said, ‘We do

I would have liked the member to talk about and addressiot have to make a decision until the end of the year. | have
what the government of which he is a member will do aboubeen arguing that we should have made a decision months
that; and try to explain to the house why the government haago, because even if we started today to build the appropriate
gone missing on this subject. It was left to the South-Eastoad to carry the freight task that is heading for us (even if we
Local Government Association to put a submission to théhad already made that decision), in my opinion, we would
AusLink program to try to get some funding to build major still probably not have enough time to construct the roads to
arterial roads—state roads. Where has Transport SA and the ready for when that freight task is on the road. That is the
Minister for Transport been? | mean, we have had thre@roblem. The local member is saying, ‘We do not have to
different ministers in three years. Excuse the pun, but wittmake a decision until the end of the year.’
regard to this issue, they have been asleep at the wheel. We When we come to the end of the year, | guarantee that no
do have an impending— decision will have been made, because no-one is down there

Mr O’'BRIEN: Mr Speaker, | rise on a point of order and doing the work. No-one is undertaking the relevant studies.
refer to standing order 98, which deals with relevance. We arlo-one has been out to talk to the people who are growing

talking about road safety. these forests that will cause the problem. Tens of thousands
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Standing order 98 actually of hectares of blue gums are growing in my electorate, and
refers to question time. this has to be transported across what are currently local

Mr O’BRIEN: Sorry; whatever it is. government roads onto a state government highway, which
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was never designed to carry this freight, and through the citprovide for the safety of local schoolchildren and tourists,
of Mount Gambier. while not causing major disruptions to the day-to-day
| hope that members of the government have gone out arattivities in the industry. The resulting campaign was called
had a look at the route coming down the Penola road intblarvest Harmony, and it involved the local schools in the
Mount Gambier, and the roundabout next to Frew Park angroduction of an information flier about road safety and
the Commodore Motel, along which route all these truckdharvesting trucks.
have to travel to get onto Jubilee Highway and head off to Perhaps one of the more renowned projects involved
Portland. If they looked at that route, they would have somevorking with local high schools to develop a strategy to
understanding of what | am talking about. There are severaieduce the youth road safety toll. The project, which is called
plans and options, but no-one is out there putting in the worklome Safely, was introduced in September 2003 and
and discovering exactly what the best option would be. involved teenagers signing contracts with their parents (I wish
would argue that that decision should already have been takeve had those when my children were teenagers). The
and that we should be out there doing preliminary work—contracts mean that teenagers—
getting things like native vegetation issues out of the way so Mr Scalz interjecting:
that we can start constructing these roads. At the moment, Mrs GERAGHTY: | think it is a good idea. The contracts
nothing has happened, although | congratulate the road safetyean that teenagers can ring their parents at any time of the
group: it has a large task in front of it, because the governelay or night if they feel that their safety is at risk by travelling
ment has been derelict in its duty in this respect. in a car with someone else. My children rang us at any time
of the day or night when they wanted to come home. Both
MrsGERAGHTY (Torrens): | am pleased to join with  this program and others delivered in the Barossa Valley
the member for Napier in congratulating the Mount Gambieproved successful in strengthening parent/teenager commit-
and District Road Safety Group. Itis a pity that we heard onlyment to road safety. Transport SA began initiating commun-
negative comments from the member for MacKillop. ity road safety groups in 1999, and maintains regular contact
However, as | said, | am very happy to support the membeyith groups through attendance at meetings. In doing so, the
for Napier’s motion. | suggest that all the state’s 30 communcommunity road safety groups remain informed about the
ity road safety groups should be congratulated. These groupgsponsibilities and initiatives of Transport SA, while being
repeatedly demonstrate their commitment and willingness tprovided with guidance, if required, to ensure group morale
volunteer their time to address road safety concerns in thejg positive and that they effectively facilitate the introduction
local areas. Their approaches are often unique and use loGg|ocally specific road safety programs in the community.
knowledge to provide meaningful projects aimed at the target  Annually they receive grants of $5000 through the
group, be it pedestrians, cyclists, children or drivers. Community Road Safety Grants Scheme, which has proven
Innovation in addressing some of these local issues has be effective and means that they can tap into local
been one of the greatest advantages of the existence of thq@ﬂ)w|edge and encourage strong community linkages that
groups. For example, the Whyalla and District Road Safetyssist to address road safety concerns. As part of the applica-
Group sought to raise community awareness about the safefign process for a community road safety grant, each group
benefits of driving with headlights on during the day whilejs required to define the particular road safety problem in
travelling in country areas. In order to do so, the grouptheir area, develop a program for action, and undertake all the
developed a sign featuring the slogan ‘See and be seemecessary negotiations, describe the expected outcomes of
which is displayed on all major roads exiting the town oftheir plan of action, and stipulate the cost associated. This
Whyalla. As we know, when travelling at high speedsinformation is submitted to Transport SA, and following this
through often sparse terrain, driving with headlights onit is evaluated by a panel of Transport SA officers and the
during the day makes approaching cars more obvious to othebmmunity road safety consultant, who provide a recommen-
drivers. Since the signs were installed in 2002, the group hagation to the minister as to whether the grant should be
reported that the number of drivers using headlights durin@rovided.
the day, as well as at night, has significantly increased; in | have mentioned just a few examples of work being
fact, it has almost doubled. carried out by these groups, but it does not take away from
Community road safety groups also have built on comthe widespread commitment and dedication of all the state’s
munication campaigns delivered by Transport SA, in30 community road safety groups. Their success is evidenced
conjunction with the Motor Accident Commission and by their admirable reputations within the communities that
SAPOL, by finding a means to display messages targeting they serve. We owe our sincere thanks and appreciation to
fatal five causes of road trauma. For example, the Crystavery volunteer and every community organisation for their
Brook and District Community Road Safety Group and thecontinued efforts to improve safety on our roads. Their
Wakefield Regional Road Safety Committee used governereative and innovative programs are invaluable and play a
ment grants to develop steel road signs displaying road safeftal role in the government’s aim to reduce road fatalities by

messages and targeting restraint use, excessive speed aader cent by 2010. So, | am happy to support this motion.
drink driving. The installation of the signs, initiated by a

community group, is a first for South Australia and has Mr LEWIS (Hammond): | find the motion worthy but
sparked interest locally as well as amongst other communitgifficult to understand, not because of the concepts which,
road safety groups. through the remarks that have been made to the chamber,
The Northern Area Council Road Safety Committee have been explained by those speakers supporting it, but
which is based in Gladstone, sought to address a specificalbecause of the choice of words which makes the message
targeted local issue that may affect a number of Soutldifficult to comprehend, in consequence of which, anyone
Australian country towns. Familiar with problems caused bywho picks it up as a motion of this chamber will more clearly
the growing presence of trucks in Gladstone during theand easily understand it. | propose to amend the motion—and
harvest season, the group sought to develop a strategy tcam sure that the honourable member for Napier will
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understand this; it is not gazumping him, or anything else. lnwisely, break the law and/or do foolish things that result
therefore propose to amend the motion so that it would readn their severe injury and/or death, and damage to their
‘That this house congratulates the Mount Gambier angbroperties, if not the severe injury, death and damage to
District Road Safety Group for the Australian-first road property of others.
safety initiative to use road freight trucks to carry signs with  The motion itself is commendable, at least as much as the
simple road safety messages across this nation.’ As it standgtion being taken by the members of the group who have
we have the ambiguous, unclear meaning by the use of tithought of it, and do it. | commend the member for Napier for
words ‘to use trucks to carry signs’. That means in thepringing it to the attention of the house, and the attention of
advertising industry that we use trucks instead of trailersthe public, as one hopes that this is such a non-partisan but
because the advertising industry at present uses either truckgnsible policy to be commended, not taken by any member
trailers or motorbikes, the same as it has used sandwidh this place, but acknowledged by all members in this place
boards for centuries. who have a responsibility to the wider public to produce such
Since the beginning of the 1800s, sandwich board bearepolicies. | thank the house for its attention, trusting that it gets
for a small fee walked up and down the streets of Londonthe publicity it deserves.
Hanover, and the capital of Austria, Vienna, advertising
entertainment such as the opera and other things which MsBREUER secured the adjournment of the debate.
burghers and merchants wanted to sell, such as good tailor-
ing, or where to buy fine material of one kind or another, WIND FARMS, SOUTH-EAST
whether it was household furnishings, or china or kitchen
equipment, and so on. It is for that reason that | believe the MrsGERAGHTY (Torrens): | move:
message which the member for Napier wishes to get across, That this house congratulates the Wattle Range Council for their
and for which he commends the Mount Gambier and Districtsupport for renewable energy generation, and notes the role of the
Road Safety Group, is that he will use the billboards of thé/ayor, Mr Don Ferguson, and Chief Executive, Mr Frank Brennan,
. in working to increase investment in wind farms in the South-East.
canvas covering the frame to carry the message and the rear i .
panel on the back of a semitrailer to carry it—probably thel am very pleased to be able to move this motion. The Wattle
most important place of all—so that, when travelling at 100Range Council has been working actively for many years to
km/h, which is the limit of such vehicles, motorists in cars,attract new developments to their district, in particular, the
which are allowed to travel on most national highway routesouncil has capitalised on its locational advantages. The
at 110 km/h, will approach the rear of the vehicle and read thgouncil’'s proximity to the necessary transmission infrastruc-
message, and get the message. To that extent, it is useful aitde and ample wind resources have attracted wind farm
sensible to encourage the public thereby to slow down. ~ companies such as Babcock & Brown to Lake Bonney and
What the member for Napier means, if may | furthernternational Powgr to Canunda._ The Mayor, Mr Don
explain, if it is not already clear, is not to have a specialFerguson, and Chief Executive Officer, Mr Frank Brennan,
kitted up truck for the purpose of carrying and advertisingth€Se companies to the region.
hoarding in each case. | think the member for Napier is The Lake Bonney development involves 46 wind turbines
intending to use the existing rear cover and side covers ofith an output of more than 80 megawatts. This is enough
trucks, semi-trailers and B-doubles as the hoarding board g#nergy to supply up to 40 000 homes with electricity and
which to, if you like, publish the advertising message. So thateduce annual greenhouse gas emissions by up to 200 000
that becomes C|ear, | move the fo||owing amendment to thg)nnes. The first 22 turbines have been installed and the
motion: construction phase has generated many local jobs, with 60
After the word ‘use’ insert ‘road freight’; after the word ‘trucks’ people employed at the site at the height of construction. |

insert ‘to advertise’; delete the words "carry signs with’; after the know that the Minister for Energy was pleased to visit the
word ‘messages’ insert ‘on the roads’; delete ‘the country’ and inserk.ake Bonney site in September 2004 to mark the commis-

‘this nation’. sioning of the first 22 turbines. A second wind farm at
The motion would thus read: Canunda has been developed by International Power, with
That this house congratulates the Mount Gambier and Districtgg_2 megawatt turbines manufactured by Vestas Australia
Road Safety Group for the Australian-first road safety initiative toWind Technology Pty Ltd. The Canunda wind farm was
use road freight trucks to carry signs with simple road safetyopened by the Premier of South Australia, the Hon. Mike
messages on the roads across this nation. Rann, on 7 April 2005.
That is the burden of my amendment. Without much more The two wind farm developments in the Wattle Range
ado, can | say that | believe the initiative itself is outstandingCouncil will make a significant contribution to South
More particularly, it is going to have an impact opposite toAustralia’s target of 15 per cent energy consumption with
the impact that has been referred to in government advertisenewable energy by the year 2014. The Rann government
ing, ‘Think about the impact when you are speeding.’ Theeads the nation in renewable energy. More than half of
impact here will be on the minds of the motorists, and it will, Australia’s proposed new wind farm developments are
more especially than anything else that | have mentioned, ig@anned for South Australia, and we already have the second
undertaken as a service to the public. | think that that is whahtighest wind farm capacity in the nation, which | think we
the member for Napier is seeking to commend, the fact thatught to be extremely proud of. | certainly commend the
it is not going to cost anybody anything, other than that theefforts of the Wattle Range Council to secure these two
use of the space, provided by the members of this group, wilmportant projects, which offer employment benefits for the
be provided at no cost to the general public, no cost to anpcal community and environmental benefits for the state of
sponsor, and no cost to any individual. Indeed, it will reduceSouth Australia. In particular, 1 congratulate both Don
the cost to the nation because it will have an effect on th&erguson and Frank Brennan on their efforts and hard work.
mindset of motorists that might otherwise indiscreetly, andrhe minister tells me that they are not backward in beating
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a path to this door to represent their area when an opportunigiso has a long list of other things he wants me to do—if |
arises, and | am sure that the minister will have some wordadded it up, | think it is about half a billion dollars of
to say on that. | am very pleased to be able to move thisoadworks. But, itis an illustration that Don is not shy about
motion. asking. But | have no doubt that we will continue with the
Wattle Range Council into the future, and | have no doubt

TheHon. P.F. CONLON (Minister for Energy): lalso  that | will continue to be regaled by the good hospitality when
wish to support the motion. | place on the record my appreciwe are down there in the South-East.
ation of the great energy and vision of Don Ferguson and his  |n conclusion, | once again congratulate the Mayor and the
Chief Executive, Mr Frank Brennan. | think it was only a Chief Executive, and | wish them all the very best. Don has
couple of weeks after | became Minister for Energy, some 3%geen talking about not running again and retiring—he reckons
years ago, that they invited me to a Chinese restaurant. | mugé is getting on—but | do not think that is a good idea. |
admit that, when | first saw them | thought they were shadyeckon he has a couple of decades in him. | will probably be
looking characters, but Don Ferguson and Frank Brennagut of this place before he finishes as a mayor down there. |
turned out to be pillars of society. They had people fromcommend the resolution to the house.

Babcock & Brown there on that occasion. When that dinner

took place there were no wind farms operating in South Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop): It gives me great pleasure
Australia, let alone in the South-East, and we were about tt support this motion. | want to take a few minutes to say
commence work on the first of them at Starfish Hill. | sathow important it is for local people to work and keep working
down and listened to these characters. | have to say that Damd never take no for an answer, and | think that is what this
Ferguson has a very direct approach, but he also likes tmotion is about. Don Ferguson and Frank Brennan were
lubricate his argument with many bottles of Coonawarra redapproached a good number of years ago. In fact, one of the
which he claims is the greatest wine on earth. He put to mérst public functions | attended after being elected way back
forcefully the argument that there was a huge future for thén 1997—it was certainly early in 1998—was held in the
wind energy generation in the South-East, and he explainedivic and Arts Centre, which is the name we give to what is
it all to me. | certainly appreciated their energy. It is abasically the Town Hall in Millicent, which is in the heart of
testament to the correctness of that viewpoint and thahe Wattle Range council area. It was basically a public
vision—and the persuasive effects of good red wine—that wénformation session on the proposal to build a wind farmin
now have in the South-East two of Australia’s very largethe Wattle Range area, just south-east of Millicent, on the
wind farms, which have been referred to by the member forange above Lake Bonney, adjacent to the Canunda sea
Torrens. frontage.

It is an unusually quick time when you look at Victoria | think another name needs to be mentioned, and that is
and see how slowly these developments take place there aPaul Hutchinson. Paul Hutchinson had the initial dream of
how quickly these things went from the vision by the localbuilding wind farms in South Australia. | came across him at
council to actually generating into the grid. Itis a remarkablethe function back in early 1998. It was the first time | had met
contrast between the capacity to do it here and the capacifaul, and | have seen him on and off over the years. He had
to doitin Victoria, and it is a great testament to the cooperthe incredibly difficult task of convincing the people of the
ation of not only the Mayor and the Chief Executive but thelocal region that wind energy was feasible and that that was
local community. There are a few notable exceptions but, byhe right spot to put a wind farm. He had to then convince the
and large, they are all very sensible people in the South-Eagbcal land-holders that their land was a suitable place to put
which helps— windmills and get them to come on board as well. So, he had

Mr Wi liams interjecting: a formidable task, and | can attest that he stuck to his guns

TheHon. P.F. CONLON: Yes, there are notable over many years when there were alot of doubters. But, two
exceptions like the member for MacKillop—no, | am just people who were not doubters were Don Ferguson and Frank
kidding. He is a much better bloke when he is down in theBrennan. | think they could probably see the potential from
South-East. Up here he is always arguing with me andlay one, and started to support the work that Paul Hutchinson
shouting at me. But when we go down to the South-East wevas doing then.
find ourselves agreeing on things—usually when it involves | would also like to inform the house that my colleague
investment down in the local community. from Port Lincoln, the member for Flinders, had been

Mr Wi liams interjecting: working prior to that time to get wind farms established on

TheHon. PF. CONLON: You reckon I'm a much better the West Coast and Eyre Peninsula, and | am delighted that
bloke when | go down there, too—there you go. | just wantedecently major announcements have been made to build
to say a few words to make sure that people understand thsignificant wind farms in that part of South Australia—
major investment does not just happen: it requires people likbecause, at the state political level, the first person to embrace
Don Ferguson and Frank Brennan, with a bit of vision. It alsahis technology, to believe that it was feasible and that it
requires a supportive government, and required to be dorshould and would happen in South Australia, was the member
this quickly, as well as a very sensible and facilitativefor Flinders. In fact, the member came way down to Milli-
approach from local communities—and that is indeed whatent—so virtually from one end of the state to the other—to
we had. be at that meeting, which she addressed, in early 1998. |

| cannot pass on without saying that Don Ferguson alsbelieve she was also one of the people involved in making
has other abilities. He likes to tip a racehorse from time tdhat initial breakthrough of convincing people that this was
time and, lo and behold, he actually tipped a winner to mdeasible, that it was worth fighting for and that is was
recently. So, | am very grateful for that. He claims it is thesomething worth putting a lot of time and effort behind. That
only one he has ever tipped me, but | seem to rememberia the ancient history of this particular project.
whole lot of others that did not go quite as well. However, it | did not hear the first few comments of the member
is good to see that he had a winner with one of his horses. Haoving the motion, but | think she largely talked about the
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International Power project which she said, | think, had som@ustralia—it will possibly be at Heywood, not far over the
46 windmills. If we take the number of windmills and the border from Mount Gambier.

generating output, the larger project is the one that is still | would be disappointed, and | know that Don Ferguson
being constructed by Babcock & Brown, who were the firstand Frank Brennan, the Mayor and the CEO respectively of
to get underway with their project, to sign up landholders tethe Wattle Range Council, and all the rest of the council, who
have windmills on their properties, and to start constructionhave been very supportive of what they have been doing, will
They have started turning on windmills and putting powerbe more than disappointed if that project eventually gets built
from their windmills into the grid, and they are still construct- in Heywood: they will be devastated, because they have been
ing windmills as | speak. It is now a sight to behold: driving working on that one for a number of years.

from my home towards Millicent, as you come over the crest  There are also some issues there for the government to
of the Mount Burr range at Mount Muirhead and look south-address. However, | certainly support the motion in congratu-
west you just see a line of windmills. I do not know what the|ating those two men, the council, Paul Hutchison and the

speed is at the tip of the blades (it is considerably fast), buhember for Flinders for the work they have done to bring a
from that distance they all look to be slowly turning, and itdream to reality.

is fantastic to realise that whenever they are doing that they

are pumping vast amounts of absolutely clean energy intoour  STATUTES AMENDMENT AND REPEAL

grid. . _ , (AGGRAVATED OFFENCES) BILL
The proposer of the motion mentioned that the Premier

went down there and switched on a group of windmills, and  The Legislative Council agreed to grant a conference as
it was an interesting day. Having been on site a number afequested by the House of Assembly. The Legislative Council
times, | can attest that | have never been on the Canund@amed the hour of 10.45 a.m. on Thursday 7 July 2005 to
Range when it has not been windy—I have never been thereceive the managers on behalf of the House of Assembly at
when it has been still and there has been no wind—so | do ndhe Garden Room in Old Parliament House.
know if those windmills will ever stop, even for a couple of
hours. We went there one day before there were any wind- WIND FARMS, SOUTH-EAST
mills, before any construction started, and it was one of those
hot, balmy days when there was not a breath of wind in most Adjourned debate on motion of Mrs Geraghty (resumed
of the country. However, as soon as we got up on the range-en motion).
which is not a very big range, it is not very high—quite a
breeze was blowing. Ms CICCARELLO (Norwood): | would briefly like to

On the day the Premier came down, 7 April this yearspeak in support of this motion and add my congratulations
International Power intended to have the Premier flick 40 both Don Ferguson and Frank Brennan whom | have
switch, so to speak, and suddenly 20 odd windmills woulcknown for many years through my involvement in local
start turning. As always on that site, the reality was that thgovernment. They are great advocates for their area. Renew-
wind was blowing fairly steadily and the people with whom able energy is very important, and it is great to see things
| was speaking from International Power said that, notwithhappening in the South-East. The member for Giles and |
standing the fact that it would be a nice television shot, theyisited a number of wind farms when we were in Mount
could not afford to have the windmills not turning while the Gambier. It is auspicious to add my congratulations today
wind was blowing, even for the half an hour or whatever itbecause Lake Bonney, as | have mentioned previously in this
was that it took to organise everything. So, on the day onljiouse, was named after the first mayor of Kensington and
one windmill was left switched off to be turned on by the Norwood, Charles Bonney, and today (7 July) happens to be
Premier because the others, | was informed, were pumpiriie anniversary of the constitution of Kensington and
literally thousands of dollars worth of electricity into the grid Norwood in 1853 as the first municipal council in Australia.
every minute. That is a bit of background. So, Lake Bonney is famous for something other than

Babcock & Brown, International Power and other playersrenewable energy.
have plans to build more windmills in that area, but | would ~ These majestic windmills have now proven to be a great
like to come back to Wattle Range Council and its support foboon to the South-East as a tourist attraction, because many
renewable energy. Don Ferguson and Frank Brennan haypeople are visiting the South-East just to see them With those
also been the champions of another project that Babcock &&marks, | congratulate Don Ferguson who, himself, | think
Brown are trying to get off the ground—that is, a bio-energycould be considered a tourist attraction in the South-East. He
project whereby the waste, slash and timber residue lefs a wonderful gentlemen, very affable and always has a smile
behind as part of the forestry process as the logs are taken aut his face. He is someone who has always been able to
to be milled—all the waste, sawdust, bark, the small part ohchieve pretty well everything he wants for the South-East.
the logs which are left at the forest—is gathered and burnt to
convert into electricity. They are currently working on that The Hon. WA. MATTHEW (Bright): 1, too, join with
project, and | am absolutely certain that the minister, in higsther members of parliament to support this motion. In so
contribution a couple of moments ago, indicated that thegloing, | congratulate the Mayor of the Wattle Range Council,
have a whole heap of other things about which they keepon Ferguson, and his Chief Executive, Frank Brennan, for
beating on his door. | know for a fact that that is one of them{heir work on wind farm advocacy. In my role as minister for
and it is one | have discussed with the minister when he hagnergy, | had many meetings with Don Ferguson, in particu-
been down there on occasions. | know he has been talkirlgr, and also with Frank Brennan, usually with the member
with Don and Frank on that particular issue, and | sincerelyor MacKillop present as he was strongly advocating wind
hope that the project can get up—and get up in the nedarms in the South-East.
future. I have recently been told that that project will, in fact, | first took the issue of constructing wind farms in South
get up but that there is a fair risk that it will not be in South Australia to cabinet in the year 2000. It is fair to say that there
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were a number of cynics around the cabinet table at that timénat were advised to our government in various shapes and
as well as a number of supporters, but | am pleased to say thiatrms.

the cabinet of the day gave me the latitude to explore two | had already publicly stated before the election that the
areas: bringing wind farms to this state and bringing windfirst two wind farms in South Australia would be the Starfish
farm manufacturing to this state, utilising both existingHill wind farm and the Lake Bonney wind farm in the South-
companies and attracting others to come here. It was migast. It was going to be interesting to see which was first, but
pleasure to meet with companies such as Vestas and NBGuspected it would be Starfish Hill because all approvals bar
Micon and to bring those companies to Australia. In the casene had already been processed by the government. For
of Vestas, | went with its senior management to Canberra t8tarfish Hill, the only remaining approval was the compul-
meet with the then environment minister, Senator Robert Hillsory acquisition of an easement to allow extra capacity back
who strongly stated the case for South Australia and encoute the power station. The document was drafted and was
aged Vestas to establish its manufacturing industry in Soutkitting on my desk. The day the minister was sworn in, | gave
Australia. him a phone call and said, ‘On your desk is this document.

| mention this because Mayor Don Ferguson had afVe couldn’t sign it during the caretaker period. Your
involvement in this too. Vestas looked at sites that the Wattl§ignature on it will facilitate the Starfish Hill wind farm. The
Range Council believed were appropriate for manufacturingVind farm is approved but obviously cannot operate without
Vestas was looking at establishing a blade manufacturing'e cable connecting it back to the power station.” The
facility. The blades of modern turbines are slightly larger tharMinister signed that and rang back and told me that he had
the wings of a jumbo jet, so transport from overseas is experflone it. o
sive. Because of their size, they have to be placed on the deck ! then telephoned the Starfish Hill wind farm company and
of a ship, and this was a way of reducing that cost. Thdold it that its approval was finalised, as | undertook before
companies were attracted to the fact that the Adelaide-Darwifi€ election that it would be. That is the rest of the full story
railway line had been negotiated and was under way througpehind Starfish Hill, and it is overlooked by this government.
the auspices of the then Liberal government and they salf does not publicly admit to that. The minister, of course,
opportunities to actually send turbine blades to Darwin andecame a latter-day convert to wind farms. I can tell the
from there export them to Asia and the United States. ~ Parliament a bit of history about that, too. | have to say that
So, the scene was set for a very attractive manufacturinthg p#:(;lc; ;ﬁ;\{;gtrswmgh(lj? d E}gtelg%lliesvé tvr\:gtrsvifrzlcjlséﬁaetfd LCZ;
enterprise. It could not be in an existing factory; a factory ha oi%/g to be the solution for the future. The mini%¥er's
to be specialist built because the air-conditioning had to b : : : :
ata parFt)icuIar humidity and temperature to enablegthe lacqu pnversion actually occurred in Spain. He was encouraged by

is bureaucrats to attend an international conference in Spain,

on the blades (for want of a better expression) to dry to theif nd we all know that bureaucrats can be fairly cunning in the

greatest strength. When the Vestas officials came to th\%vay they try to influence ministers. | can tell the parliament

Wattle Range Council, the mayor was well aware that the%ome behind the scenes information as to how this current
were also to be the guests of the City of Murray Bridge whlclc}vIinister for Energy was coached by his public servants.

was vying to have the manufacturing fac_ility e_-stablishe_ They cleverly set up a dinner meeting involving the energy
there. The Mayor of Wattle Range Council decided that it inister for Spain and also from the United Kingdom. | am

was a great opportunity not only to show the vestas official Id on good authority that our minister was very enthusiastic
sites within his area, but he also perhaps had in mind t'hat bout having dinner with a minister from the United King-

he gave them a tour of the area they might be late getting t§om. Spain prides itself on being a good wine-producing
Murray Bridge and not have a chance to see enough. nation. South Australians, of course, know that we can

_ The Vestas management told me this great story of thefgroduce far better quality at a much more competitive price.
sitting in the back of the mayor’s car, stopping for someas it was relayed to me from very accurate sources within the
country hospitality at a bakery, and eating pasties or pies ol pjic Service, they ensured that our minister went off to that
of a paper bag as they were shown the sites around the WatHighner meeting with two good bottles of South Australian red.
Range Council area and looking at their watches to see howg they put it to me, when he went off to that meeting he had
Ia}te they were going to be for the Murray Bridge tour. Theygne pottle of red under each arm and a big grin on his
did get to Murray Bridge later than expected and were showfyce and they could just see our minister sitting at the table
were not looking at Wattle Range for their manufacturingpotties of South Australian red on the table.
enterprise but they left Australia equally wanting to build a | am told the minister had a very good meeting that day.
facility here. He was very impressed by what the British energy minister

They were going to build the nasells, the shrouds for théad to tell him about wind farm development in the United
engines. Vestas was so far advanced in its desire to build hekéngdom, which at that stage was very advanced. Equally,
that the matter went before its international board in Denmarin Spain it was very advanced, and he came back from that
and it held off its final decision subject to what happeneddinner a wind farm convert. We can thank the ministers from
with the state election that was to be held in 2002 in Souttspain and from the United Kingdom for bringing our minister
Australia. Regrettably, the rest is history. The projects wereip to speed. He then had to pick up what was there by that
lost and the manufacturing is now occurring in Portlandtime of the work that the previous government had done.
Victoria and in Burnie, Tasmania. Those factories were folRegrettably, by then it was too late. The factories had been
South Australia. We lost those, and the reason we lost theifost, but there was still an opportunity for some of our
is that the government that came in did not understand thexisting local manufacturers to be involved in the pouring of
issues. At the time we exited government there were 2¢he concrete pads upon which the turbines are installed and
proposals for wind turbine development, mainly wind farmsfor some of the steel work but, unfortunately, we have lost
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that specialist opportunity of building the nasells and blades Our annual maintenance budget has been lifted to
in South Australia. For that, this government stands con$12 million, and it is worth $2 million more per year than the
demned. previous government’s budget. We also introduced a better
I know that Don Ferguson is very disappointed that thaschools program, which has invested an extra $17 million
opportunity was lost, because he had worked hard for tha@ver three years into improving facilities; and this year, with
The wind farm is in the South-East through the efforts ofthe one-off $25 million school pride initiative, the mainte-
people like Don Ferguson and chief executive Frank Bennettiance budget is $40 million. This will make a huge improve-
The member for MacKillop was very modest in his addressment to schools across the state from the APY lands to Mount
but he has put enormous effort into attracting those turbine&ambier and Bordertown, to the Adelaide CBD. Hundreds
to his electorate, and they are there in no small part througbf schools are currently undergoing a major rejuvenation.
his efforts and equally through those of my colleague théchools from across the state are getting fresh coats of paint,
member for Flinders. For as long as | have known her, th@ew signs and upgrades and repairs to run-down classrooms,
member for Flinders has been a strong advocate of winglay areas and toilets.
energy. It was she who encouraged me to look at it and to Schools in the Limestone Coast district have benefited
take it to our cabinet. | have been very grateful for herfrom this initiative and have been very supportive of the work
involvement and for the people she introduced me to tdeing undertaken in their schools. In the Limestone district
enable us to get the information we needed to get projec@lone, more than $1 million has been spent to upgrade our
under way. That has occurred. public schools under the school pride initiative. Under this

To hear the government today, one would think that nondovernment’s annual maintenance allocation, a further
of this occurred until it got into government. In fact, its $1.2 million has been spent to upgrade schools in the district.
coming to government actually stalled progress by at least 31iS means that more than $2 million is being spent this
year and, as | indicated, lost us the manufacturing facilitiesinancial year on improving the facilities in schools and
But full credit to Don Ferguson for sticking to his guns andPreschools in the Limestone Coast district. | have been
ensuring that he helped in educating this minister to undedilléd at the response to the subsidy scheme for painting and
stand the benefits of wind energy. external repair in the district. Many schools have taken up the

option for a 50-50 subsidy so that they can undertake even

Mr SNELLING secured the adjournment of the debate MOre repair and paint work on their schools. o
Schools were all allocated an initial amount of painting

LIMESTONE COAST. SCHOOL PRIDE and external repair, and then offered the opportunity of put-
’ ting in their own funds, which the government would match
Mr SNELLING (Playford): | move: dollar for dollar. Allendale East Area School, the Gordon

That this house congratulates all the schools in the LimestonEducmIon Centre, Mount Gambier North Primary School and

Coast district on their participation in the government’s School Prid(flaracoorte High SChO_OI areamong the schoolsin t_he d'SF”Ct
initiative, which is providing nearly $750 000 to improve facilities that have supported this subsidy scheme. Other major projects
for schools and preschools in the Limestone Coast district. are also occurring in the district, including new office space

I would like to extend my personal congratulations to thel®" AKuna kindergarten; a new roof for Penola Primary
schools in the Limestone Coast district for their involvemenlg(:h()o'j an upgraded hard-play area for Millicent High
in and support of the School Pride initiative. As we all know, chool; and a car park upgrade for Carol Murray Children’s

undertaking any type of maintenance work requires coIIaborgeggr'fL'Iri?ymt% Srzgontgz:C'[Loessptrg?esct?ttigrivsiI?/IZ(S)'tiﬁjn ;g tge
fﬁfsne ac? éj CS g?npe?éL%Z sf r;)hrg g}[:,?g t?]?{)tl:e? Elfjgztﬁoillj?ri%vemment we will continue to investigate ways in which we
e 9 . 9 n help local school communities make the decisions. Again
initiative would not be successful without the hard work and

of the projects to ensure that they are carried out in a timely

and safe manner. With this in mind, | congratulate and thank pMrs GERAGHTY (Torrens): | am also very pleased to

all schools in the Limestone Coast district and across Sou%hpport the member for P|ayford's motion. The School Pride

Australia for their cooperation in getting this major initiative jnitiative, which has been announced by the state government,

off and running so quickly and efficiently. is one of the most significant one-off funding investments for
Last year, the Premier and the minister announced theéchool maintenance in more than a decade. | know that

$25 million school pride initiative, the biggest one-off schools in my own electorate have embraced this with great

injection into school maintenance in more than a decade. Wenthusiasm and have greatly appreciated the benefits that

all know that this government was left with a huge backloghave come through this initiative. | put on the record that we

of school maintenance. The previous government neglectegte extremely proud as a government of this program, and our

our public schools and left them run down and in desperatgchools are benefiting greatly from it.

need of repair. Since being elected, the government has made

education a top priority. The government has invested MsCICCARELLO secured the adjournment of the

millions of dollars into reducing class sizes, improving debate.

literacy and numeracy, providing more counsellors and

introducing initiatives to support children at risk of leaving SOUTH-EAST NATURAL RESOURCES

school early. The government has made some great improve- CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE

ments. We are proud of our schools, and this school pride

initiative will help the schools to create a fresh look thatwill Mr KOUTSANTONIS (West Torrens): | move:

reflect their important place in the community and the good  That this house congratulates the South-East Natural Resources
work they are doing. Consultative Committee and the South-East community for their
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efforts in removing the rubbish from sinkholes, thus reducing thecontributed to the project by Zero Waste SA, the South-East
pollution of the region’s ground water. Catchment Water Management Board, Forestry SA and the

When | was privileged enough to spend a few days in MounPistrict Council of Grant. Zero Waste SA is assisting
Gambier in the South-East, South Australia’s largest regionddENRCC with the development of a community information
city, | was very impressed with the local community’s pride campaign to encourage recycling and discourage the use of
in the area and their region. The South-East Natural Resinkholes as tips. Sinkholes are not naturally made rubbish
sources Consultative Committee (SENRCC) was formed ifiPs. They often feature permanent or seasonal ground water,
October 1994 in an attempt to decrease duplication an80 any rubbish dumped in them has the potential to pollute
increase the coordination of natural resource managemetite region’s valuable ground water. | am told that much of the
activities in the South-East region. The committee hagvaste that has been removed from these caves and sinkholes
representation on all major boards and agencies involved i date was recyclable, and | encourage people to make use
natural resources management in the region. In 2001, tref their local recycling facilities to dispose of these materials
SENRCC was appointed to the interim natural resourc@roperly. This project is a great example of what can be done
management group for the South-East region. In this capacity government agencies and the community working together
the group has developed the South-East natural resourcésachieve a range of outcomes.
management plan and associated investment plan to guide Other water quality projects that have been funded in the
government investment in natural resources and projects fi€gion through the current investment strategy that SENRCC
the region. is ma}nag_ir[g include: o .
What is the project? The aim of saving the sinks is to' Minimising salt accession in Padthaway; phase 1 is
protect ground water quality, rehabilitate significant caves $500 000 and phase 2 (which is currently being imple-
and sinkholes and create community awareness that it is not mented) is $136 000;
appropriate to dump waste into these systems. Unfortunately, Protection of the Blue Lake, $147 500;
in the past people have used these sinkholes as a place 'to Water Watch and community monitoring, $100 000; and
dump rubbish, because it is a matter of being out of sight— €nvironmentally sustainable management of dairying in
out of mind. Of course, we know that these are valuable the South-East (looking after effluent management and the
natural resources, water being a very scarce commodity in the €ffects on ground water), $50 000. o
driest state in the driest continent in the world. This hasl ne South Australian government has introduced legislation
involved going out and identifying the sites which have beef© ensure that our natural resources are managed in an

affected by rubbish dumping, C|eaning them out and reved.ntegrated way into the future. The UeW Natur.al Resou_rces
etating. Management Board has been appointed and is preparing to
Historically, the treatment of our caves and sinkholes hal2ke On its new role when the Natural Resources Management
t comes into operation this month. The new board will

not been a cause for celebration. For instance, after the AghH-.

Wednesday fires, the bodies of thousands of dead stock w Vﬁ”d on the work of SENRCC, the Sr?uth-East ICatchment

dumped into sinkholes and caves, causing contamination.Wate! _Management Board and other natural resources
ganisations in the region to ensure the long-term sustainable

fmanagement of the region’s precious natural resources. The

and sinkholes in the South-East, about one-third of which''® . .
ills of the new members reflect the diverse economic

have been polluted by dumped rubbish. Sadly, some peopte"’ . - .
seem unaware of the effects of dumping their waste into the tivity of the region, which relies on natural resources. The

systems and continue to dump household waste, fencing irofI/1S Of the new members include forestry, local government,
water tanks and dead stock into these areas. usiness administration, primary production, pastoral land

So, what is the local community doing to change this,_;nanagement, water resource management, pest, animal and

SENRCC, Forestry SA, the South-East Catchment Wat lant control and conservation and biodiversity management.
Managem,ent Board G,reencorp local landowners and t%(” members on this S'.de of the house are extremely proud
District Council of Grant are working together to clean upo ;Eﬁ dwvsgie\clien?;ee %%E?hfggfted our sinkholes and our
some of the worst affected sites and to raise awareness of tHE :

; ; e Mr Hamilton-Smith: Very well researched, Tom.
issue. | had a coffee with the Mayor of the Grant district \ ’ .
council, and he congratulated his local community on its Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Thank you, member for Waite.

initiative. He also informed me that his mother lives at WestCan | just say that | am against pollution and the causes of

Ay ; : llution—
Beach. He visits her quite regularly, and she is very please@iO . - , L
with the representation that she is receiving! Mr Hamilton-Smith: You've put a lot of work into it.

N, 5 Mr KOUTSANTONIS: | have put a lot of work into it.

Mr Scalzi: Ata local level Mr Hamilton-Smith: You sank a lot of work into that

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: At a local level. hole!

Mr Scalzi: You're a charmer, Tom. Mr KOUTSANTONIS: | did sink a lot of work into that

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: That has never been said of me hole. When the regional parliament was held, a nearby
before. Recent efforts have seen the Circuit sinkhole clearesinkhole had been restored. The member for Enfield and |
of approximately 30 tonnes of domestic waste, stone rubbleyould often go for a walk to see how clean and beautiful it
20 or so cars, 630 kilograms of asbestos, fencing and roofingas. It would be awful to think that something as pristine
iron and even a kitchen sink. Currently, two sinkholes andand—
two caves have been cleaned up as part of this project. Some Mr Scalzi: Was that the one next to the council chamber?
900 tonnes of rubbish has been removed from the site, of Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Yes. At one stage, it was filled
which 100 tonnes has been recycled. Another site has beefthe top with rubbish; it was used as a natural dump. Now
targeted, and work on this site will begin in May. it is pristine and beautiful and it is a major tourist attraction

SENRCC has contributed $40 000 towards this projectin Mount Gambier, which is a very beautiful city with
while another $30 000 of cash and in-kind support has beewonderful people, great local representation and a very good
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local Mayor. Also whilst I was in Mount Gambier, | had time it is often dark and foggy, such as Sweden and Norway, and
to catch up with my very good friend Mr Gandolfi, who is the it is also mandatory in Canada. These rules apply in both
Liberal candidate for Mount Gambier. Can | just say inrural and metropolitan areas. In France, lights on is voluntary,
advance: my deepest condolences. but it is certainly encouraged. In the USA most cars have
DRL built into the car, that is, the low beam headlights come

MrsGERAGHTY secured the adjournment of the debate.on when the car starts, and they switch off when the ignition

is switched off. It is also true of some European models, for

COUNTRY ROADS, HEADLIGHTS example the Volvo (however, who has a Volvo?), but this
) feature is removed for the Australian market. Currently, no
MsBREUER (Giles): | move: other Australian state has mandatory legislation to provide for

That this house urges the Minister for Transport to request théieadlights to be used during daylight hours.
Road Safety Advisory_CounciI to consider the merits of the state  |f South Australia was to establish it we may have issues
gmo(;{[grr?s'iqsei?; gg%%‘fjﬁ%‘/”%:é;na”da“”g the use of headlights t\)(/it.h interstate drivers not being aware of the South Aust-
i i ) . ralian law, but I think we need to have a broad education
| feel very passionate about this motion, because | think hrogram and signage on our roads in South Australia. At one
drive more than anyone else in this place—apart from thgiage in Australia, we did have mandatory DRL for motor-
member for Stuart, perhaps, who is probably on a par witlycles, but the federal Liberal government removed this when
me. I do over 100 000 kilometres a year on the highways ify came into power in 1996, as a result of an election promise,
my part of the state and travelling to Adelaide. This motiony,t there was some intense lobbying by the motorcycle
is the result of my observations, as a politician, of traffic ONfraternity, which believes that it has the right to decide
our main country roads in South Australia over almost eigh{yhether to put the lights on, and if everyone has them they
years—and prior to that, | guess, as a country person. il not stand out. Once again, | cannot agree with that. That
One of the issues | find—perhaps because of my advars what we want: everybody to stand out. Some Australian
cing years, | am not sure—when travelling on outback Oars have a version of DRL, for example, the Holden
country roads is that it is very difficult to tell whether that Acclaim, where you can leave your headlights switched on
little bump on the road ahead that you can see in the distanggd they will come on when you turn on the ignition, and go
is a truck coming towards you, or is it a cow, as it may be inoff when you turn off the ignition. Telstra has DRL built into
many areas in my part of the state, oris it a sheep or an emy| of its vehicles, and has had for some years. You can buy
or a kangaroo, or is it a car coming towards you? What is it%it for automatic DRL on many cars for under $100. Many
I find this in all types of weather conditions; it is not just in of the new motorcycles have in built in.
ClOUdy or overcast conditions. Whatever time of the day, it Once again, | think that we need to have advertising; we
is difficult to see in the distance and to know what is Comingneed to have Signage around. Many of the Country communi-
towards you. To me, itis absolutely essential that cars, trucksies have actually erected signs outside their towns. | do not
etc, out on country roads put on their lights during the dayknow whether you launch, open, or what but, certainly in
As soon as | hit the outskirts of town, the lights go on. Onceyhyalla | was there for the day that the sign appeared, and
upon atime | used to think it was a bit of a pose when peoplgve had a bit of a ceremony to try and encourage motorists of
drove around with their lights on, but | am now very awarewhyalla to put on their lights when they leave the outskirts
of the safety issues and importance of this for country drivergsecause, of course, we are in those remote areas, and we
There are two ways that this could be done. We couldtertainly do have major problems with kangaroos and emus
establish a law which would make it mandatory to switchthat get on the roads in that part of the state.
headlights on in rural areas, on low beam, not full beam, of Rule 85 of the Road Traffic (Vehicle Standards) Rules
course, and that would be termed a ‘a lights on policy’. Thati999 (VSR) provides that a pair of daytime running lights
may require a change to the Road Traffic Act, but it couldmay be fitted to a motor vehicle. When on the daytime lights
possibly be done through regulations. | think that that wouldnust show a white or yellow light visible from the front of
need to be confirmed. The other way would be to establisthe vehicle, and it must not use over 25 watts of power.
an Australian design rule (ADR), which makes it mandatoryDaytime running lights must be wired so that they are off
for vehicle manufacturers to build automatic headlights whefvhen headlights are on, except when a headlight is being
the ignition is on. These are generally called daytime runningised as a flashing signal. Daytime running lights are not
lights (DRL). mandatory under rule 85. If it were intended that daytime
I know that there is opposition because of the brightrunning lights be made compulsory, it would be necessary to
conditions that we generally find on Australian roads, and thiamend the VSR, and this would require agreement with all
is often what is put forward as a reason for not doing it. Butother jurisdictions. It would also require an amendment to the
I do not agree with that. It does not matter how bright it is; Australian Design Rules (ADRs) to ensure that all future
you know when a car is coming towards you with its lightsvehicles are fitted with the lights. | do not believe that any of
on. You know it is a vehicle and you do not have any doubtghese issues are insurmountable.
about that. You do not have to worry about whether it is a | feel very passionate about this, and | am sure that many
truck, a cow, or whatever. | believe that there has been som& my country colleagues in this chamber would feel
opposition in the past from the motorcycle lobby, and also th@assionate about this also. We have occupational hazards that
fact that countries such as the UK and Germany have na@ur city counterparts do not have. | suppose they have to
instigated this mandatory lights on. | am told that there areompete with a lot more vehicles in the city, but it really is
some problems with fuel economy with lights on—up to 2 perquite a worry when you go out and you travel as much as |
cent worth. | think that that 2 per cent is worth the safetydo. One day something is going to happen, | am sure. | do
aspects of having this legislation. worry; | certainly try not to travel at night in my part of the
Having lights on is currently mandatory in some Europearelectorate because of problems with cattle, in particular, and
countries in winter, typically in the northern countries wherewith sheep and kangaroos in a lot of those areas. If you hita
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cow you really have very little chance of survival. There isThis could be significantly improved by requiring all drivers
a lot of traffic this time of year. to use daytime running lights.

| was up in Coober Pedy last week, and then later in the Overseas experience has shown that the use of such lights
week | went to Andamooka, and there are an incredibl€an result in a significant reduction in fatal crashes. A study
number of tourists in that part of the state at the moment, sth Canada in 1997 compared crash rates in the same year for
the roads are really very busy. Once again, | think that, for théars with and without daylight running lights. They found an
safety of not just of the local drivers, people like me who areoverall reduction of 5.3 per cent, mainly due to reduction in
using their highways all the time, but, when tourists come incrashes of vehicles travelling in the opposite direction.
they need to be aware when vehicles are approaching, and A study in the United States compared crash rates of
they need to know what is ahead of them. Having the lightspecific GM, Volvo, SAAB and Volkswagen cars before and
on just makes such a difference. They do not confuse yoummediately after daylight running lights became standard
they do not get in your eyes, or anything else, during thequipment on these models. The results suggest a reduction
daytime. Basically, they are just something that you can sei@ crashes between target vehicles and other vehicles in
in the distance, and you know what is coming towards youexcess of 5 per cent and a reduction in vehicle and pedestrian

So, | would urge very strongly that the Minister for collisions of about 9 per cent. A study in Texas in 2002
Transport look at this issue, talk to the Road Safety Advisoryeported on a trial involving a campaign to encourage
Council, and consider the merit of this happening in SoutfYoluntary use of headlights during the day. Crashrates in the
Australia. | believe that we could lead the country if we were@réa where the campaign was run were compared with crash
to introduce this, and that it would save many lives. Yester!ates in neighbouring areas over the same period and showed
day was apparently a really bad day, with a number of peopl@ reduction of 58.7 per cent for fatal crashes and for serious
being killed in South Australia. Anything that we can do to INjury crashes on major roads.
improve road safety in South Australia, | think, is essential Daytime running lights may also make it safer for

for us, and | urge that this be considered as a means of rog@gdestrians and cyclists. In Sweden and other countries that
safety for South Australia. have high daylight running lights usage rates, pedestrian and
cyclists accidents have fallen. This appears to be due to the
MrsPENFOLD (Flinders): | rise to support this motion. fact_that lit vehicles are more visible to pedestrians and
A lot of concern has been expressed recently about th@/clists.
number of fatal crashes on South Australian roads. In March, Carleen Reilly-Jones wrote in her report that it was a myth
we had the highest road toll for that month for 20 years whethat vehicles travelling out of the sun with their lights on
a total of 28 people died, including six who were killed overwould be harder to see than those that were not lit, stating:
the Easter weekend. By mid-April, 48 people had died on  Research shows that this is not the case. Vehicles with daylight
South Australian roads, compared with 36 at the same timeinning lights are more visible, even with the sun behind them.
last year. Statistically, country roads are thg most .Iiker SCeNehe case for daytime running lights to be used on motor-
of crashes that result in death or serious injury. Figures frorg, cjes is even more compelling than it is for cars, as motor-
the Road Transport Department show that 58 per cent of fatggjzles are smaller and less visible than cars. Laboratory
crashes and 47 per cent of serious injury crashes occur Qgies and field trials have shown that motorcycles equipped
rural roads. One of the issues for drivers on country roads ig;ith daylight running lights are more easily seen than those
the visibility of oncoming vehicles from a distance. without. Studies on the causes of motorcycle crashes have
According to a report on this issue by research engineeshown that motorcycles involved in crashes were less likely
Carleen Reilly-Jones, for the Roads and Traffic Authority ofto have been using daylight running lights than other
New South Wales, errors of perception cause up to 80 penotorcyclists. When compulsory headlight use was intro-
cent of accidents. The use of daylight running lights increasesuced in Singapore, it resulted in a significant reduction in
the conspicuity of vehicles, which reduces the detectiofiatal crashes and serious injuries.
distances of approaching vehicles. These lights could be Recently, the RAA publicly expressed its support for use
dimmed headlights or separately installed daytime runningf vehicle lights during the day. Traffic and Safety Manager,
lights that are turned on as soon as the ignition is turned ochris Thomson, said the RAA was convinced there were
Reilly-Jones states: benefits for drivers in country areas in particular. One of my
The term ‘conspicuity’ means ‘clearly visible, striking to the eye, constituents, John Foster of Coulta, has done extensive
or attracting notice.’ This is a key to why daylight running lights research on this issue and he found that daylight running light
work so well on vehicles—they not only made the vehicle easier tqinits can be bought for a small cost and take about half an

see, but they also catch the attention, drawing your eye to th ; ; ;
presence of another vehicle, improving detection of vehicles in botﬁOur to fit. These units turn the lights on after the car has

the central and peripheral vision areas. If a vehicle is approachingtarted and turn them off when the engine stops. The lights
from say out of the corner of the eye, it may be seen as part of theun on 60 watt power so there is no glare. In his initial
total picture in the field of vision, but not picked out as an importantresearch a few years ago, he found the ongoing cost to the
feature. With lights on, attention is drawn to the oncoming hazardmstorist would be about three dollars a year for extra globes
and action can be taken. .

and fuel. | support the motion.
| believe this to be particularly the case at dusk on country
roads, with the setting sun flickering through the shadows of MsTHOMPSON (Reynell): | wish to commend the
the roadside trees, obscuring oncoming cars, along witmember for Giles for bringing this motion to the attention of
kangaroos wombat sheep and cattle that, unfortunatelthe house, and | also commend the member for Flinders for
cannot be fixed as easily. When vehicles use the lights durindpe research that she has done to add to the considerable
the day they appear to be closer and travelling faster thamesearch already undertaken by the member for Giles. |
those which are not. If a vehicle appears to be closer ansimply want to speak about my experience in Western
travelling faster, other drivers will exercise more caution.Australia where, although it is not mandatory to use head-
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lights during the day, there has been for some time a vergddition to the existing presence of Deakin University and the
strong government campaign promoting the use of headlightery substantial TAFE presence in the South-East.

during the day. People living in the South-East of South Australia now

When | visited a wind farm in Albany and had to drive all have more opportunities to pursue a tertiary education
the way from Perth in a strange environment, | noticed thavithout leaving their communities. It is becoming more and
value of the motorists in Western Australia using their lightsmore difficult for country people to send their children to
during the day, and it was pretty universal that people didhdelaide to undertake tertiary education, or for mature age
that. It made me recall that when | bought my Mitsubishistudents to get involved in tertiary education if they need to
Lancer (of which | was very proud), my brothers camecome to Adelaide, and I referred to this issue when | spoke
around to have a look at it. My brothers are great outdooto the motion celebrating TAFE’s 100 years. In recent years,
blokes, and nearly all of them have four-wheel drives thathere have been calls to establish a new university building
they regularly take across the Simpson on such expeditions) the South-East. While this is a noble aim, the economic
and they are very experienced in driving on country roads.eality is that the cost of establishing a brand-new campus
They immediately said, ‘It's lovely, but why did you get a would be prohibitive. Established universities bring with
silver one?’ I replied, ‘Because its nice and it doesn’t get todhem access to a wide range of services, such as comprehen-
hot. Why not?’ They told me that it cannot be seen on countrgive libraries, and online services.

roads. | became much more alert to the prevalence of silver TAfEg has just celebrated 100 years of delivering high-
cars on country roads and the difficulty I have in seeingyyajity practical education and training in the South-East. The
them—not having young, vibrant eyes any more. | havejjaporative model that has been developed in the South-
certainly put that together with my— East and elsewhere is the answer for future education and
The Hon. M J. Atkinson: But they’re lovely. skills in regional communities. So, partnerships involving

MsTHOMPSON: | agree with the Attorney; they €Xisting universities, the state government (through.TAFE
certainly are lovely eyes—but they are not as young an&A). the federal government and the local communities are
vibrant as they used to be. | have put that message from n¥ery important. In the South-East, the federal government
brothers together with my experience in Western Australi@rovided 40 full-time equivalent HECS places for the new
and see that, particularly in relation to silver cars and othefampus. UniSAs Mount Gambier centre is based at the
cars that are inclined to be absorbed into the sunlight, the idé4/ireless Road campus of TAFE SA. Lectures are delivered
of using lights on country roads would be very helpful. 10y university staff in Adelaide, via TAFE’s video link, and
support the members for Giles and Flinders, and | particularijutorials are delivered in Mount Gambier by TAFE staff and
commend the member for Giles for her initiative in relationsuitably qualified local professionals. Other lecturers are
to this matter. | urge the Road Safety Council to seriouslylown into the community from Whyalla and Adelaide.
consider this initiative and the experience in Western The local community has certainly shown that there is a
Australia where, as | have said, it is not mandatory but is vergemand by enrolling in all available places. Initially, they
comprehensively used. | was told that it has been effective iexpected to have 40 students, but the number very quickly
cutting down the number of crashes on country roads. | devent up to 85 students. The number of students enrolling is
not think that is the only thing in Western Australia—I also very encouraging and is certainly a measure of local enthusi-
noticed that they are much better than we are at driving in thasm for these academic opportunities. They established a very
left-hand lane, as well as giving way to traffic needing tosolid foundation for growth for higher education in the
move in to join the traffic flow. So, | think they are some region. For its part, the University of South Australia is very
good examples of the value of road safety campaigns, anchiappy with the current situation, stating that collocating with
commend to the Road Safety Council this initiative for theTAFE is sensible for this start-up operation. It would be
use of lights on country roads. premature to suggest a stand-alone university. Students at the

Motion carried. campus are able to access the cafeteria and library facilities,
as well as other facilities, at the TAFE campus. Should the
feasibility study currently under way prove the need for
UNIVERSITY OF ng&glpé%gRALlA' MOUNT continued and growing need for higher education delivery in

the region, UniSA will consider developing new infrastruc-
MsBREUER (Giles): | move: ture to accommodate such growth. When I'was in Mount
) o _Gambier, | was shown areas where that might be possible,
That this house congratulates the University of South Austrah?nd | visited the campus to have a look. Certainly, any new

for its growing commitment to the South-East, which has seen 8 - e - . .
students begin their degrees this year as full-ime or part-tim&ccommodation would be built in conjunction with the TAFE

students in nursing, social work, and business and manageme#@Mmpus.

information systems at the university’s new centre in Mount | pelieve there are many advantages of shared university
Gambier. and TAFE facilities. Students are exposed to different
| referred to some of this in my previous motion today, whencultures on the one campus, and that is very important,
| talked about the TAFE campus at Mount Gambier, whichparticularly for young students. It also encourages the
collocates with the new University of South Australia. At thedevelopment of articulation arrangements between institu-
beginning of March this year, 85 students enrolled at theions. When | was a TAFE lecturer, | worked in vocational
University of South Australia’s new centre in Mount Gambiereducation, which is the preliminary for students coming into
to begin their degree studies as full-time or part-time studentie TAFE campus, where there is an opportunity for them to
in nursing, social work, and business and managememio some of the basics they missed out on because they left
systems. Assuming a similar enrolment each year, thechool early, or because it is a long time since they were at
University of South Australia in Mount Gambier could grow school. We were then able to encourage them to go into
to 300 to 400 students within a few short years. This is inTAFE certificate and diploma courses. Very often from there



Thursday 7 July 2005 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 3193

they went on to further education at the Whyalla campus of | have had a bit of criticism from the University of South
University of South Australia. Australia, saying that we do not expect this from Flinders
One particular student | remember started off in myUniversity or Adelaide University. | do not care; | would
introduction to the work force course for women. She hadvelcome those universities in our region. However, the fact
been a housewife for many years, and she wanted to de that we have the University of South Australia there, they
something with her life. She enrolled in my course, and Ihave a presence in Whyalla and in Mount Gambier and cover
encouraged her to complete that course. She was vebpoth ends of the state. So, let us do something positive and
nervous at first and thought she would not be able to do it. §ive an opportunity for our young people and our mature age
encouraged her to complete that course, although she wagidents to getinto that area. Let’s help our principals to staff
very nervous at first and thought she would not be able to dtheir schools.
it. | then encouraged her to go into the childcare course at Once again, | congratulate the University of South
TAFE, which she did—once again thinking that she wouldAustralia and the people of Mount Gambier for the way in
not be able to do it, that she would not be smart enough anghich they have embraced the university campus down there,
would not be able to complete that. From there she went oas well as the way in which TAFE has embraced it and
and completed a degree in early childhood—which was, adllowed it to be part of their site. This is one of the best things
the time, available at the Whyalla campus of the university—that has happened in regional South Australia for many years,
and she is now a director of one of the early childhood centreand | look forward to many positive results from it in the
in Whyalla. future. | know that it will change people’s lives and that it
This was a very common story, that that articulation didwill give greater opportunities for people in that region.
go on and people were able to build on the studies they had
already achieved and get credit for it in further courses. It MrsGERAGHTY secured the adjournment of the debate.
involved not just studies and qualifications; it also gave
people the confidence to go on, so | think the arrangement MOVING ON PROGRAM
with TAFE is an excellent one. There is certainly a seamless
transition for students between the TAFE and university. MrsPENFOLD (Flinders): | move:
This has been an excellent project for the South-East, and That this house condemns the government for continuing to
I mentioned before, when | talked about TAFE, how difficult underfund the ‘Moving On’ program for young disabled people.

itis for country students to go to Adelaide to study. Nursing|, yesponse to public campaigns organised by Dignity for the
is one of the courses being offered at the university in Moungisapled, their spokesperson David Holst, and pressure from
Gambier—and we have a huge shortage of nurses in countye gpposition, the government has been dragged kicking and
regions, because attracting professionals to our countiyereaming to address the plight of those people with disabili-
regions is very difficult—and social work is also being ties in our community.

covered at the university's campus in Mount Gambier. | dispute the minister’s assertion madeTime Advertiser
| know from the Whyalla campus that wherever | go in my yiq \veek that Dignity for the Disabled is a front for the
part of the state | will find nurses and social workers WhOLi

have been trained at the Whyalla campus—they move o
from there and go out into regional South Australia. | e
therefore know that this is what will happen in the Mount !\I_/Irr] Kgg?n;%]'ségiﬁgq derl
Gambier region, and it will alleviate some of the problems e UTY S - Order! ,
they have down there with shortages of professional staff. . Mrs }?ENFOLDE However, | would like to take up the
Business and management information systems are algynisters offer to find a solution to the lack of funding for
essential, as our culture is becoming more and more depenidl disabled. I suggest he talk to the Premier about having the
ent on them, so people down there will be able to qualify ang'gnificant funding being put towards opening bridges
move out into those areas as well. It will alleviate theredirected to address the funding shortfall for the disability
problems of professional shortages. sector. o

Once again, when referring to the university, | will talk ~ Mr Koutsantonisinterjecting:
about teaching. | believe that we could put teaching into the The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
Whyalla campus of the University of South Australia. There MrsPENFOLD: | understand that the Public Works
is certainly the potential for teaching at the Mount GambielCommittee has found that almost $90 million could be saved
campus as well. | can see no reason why lecturers cannot by building fixed bridges, and | therefore suggest that the
brought in from the metropolitan area, from the AdelaideDignity for the Disabled people should lobby for the funding
campuses of the University of South Australia, and taken téhat has been budgeted for the opening bridges, which are not
Whyalla and Mount Gambier—and we could train teachersteally needed. The government can instead build fixed
| know (and | am sure the member for Flinders will agreebridges and put the $90 million towards fixing the issues for
with this) that our principals just about cry from Septemberthe disabled that are so desperately needed. The proposed
through October to November every year; you ring them ugecurrent funding saved by not having opening bridges would
and they are almost crying, trying to attract teachers into ougo a long way towards helping with recurrent funding
areas. Itis almost impossible; and to get mature, experienceéquirements for the disabled.
teaches is just about a miracle. We get a lot of new graduates Figures from the Productivity Commission show that
who are very good, and we are prepared to train them, but weouth Australia has the lowest per capita disability funding
have lots of skills out in our regions that we could use in ourin the country, with just a 7 per cent increase over the past
schools. So, we would love to see mature age students trainéde years compared with 26 per cent nationally. David Holst
locally. They cannot afford to pack up and go to Adelaide tchas said that an immediate $100 million is needed—an
live while they do their three years of study down there. Thisamount most caring people would prefer went to the disabled
is certainly an issue that | will continue to push. than to bridges. He estimated that of the 95 000 disabled in

beral Party. | for one have only ever had contact with
Lbtampaigner David Holst at the first rally.
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South Australia 35 000 have severe and multiple disabilitiethe state’s financial bankruptcy left to us by Labor in 1993.
and about 10 000 require around-the-clock care. Due to good financial management by the Liberal state
Funding for disability services in this budget has beergovernment and sound economic policy by the Liberal federal
announced with great fanfare, but it raises questions rathgovernment, state finances are now healthy. There is no
than gives answers. Certainly, everyone is grateful for smalmpediment to the government to adequately fund disability
mercies, however when the banquet table is loaded it is rathervices, in particular, the Moving on program.
difficult to be grateful for crumbs. | understand that the original program was indexed to
Moving on is a very valuable program for disabledinflation with an additional amount added annually in
teenagers and young adults as they learn living skills such dgcognition of the additional numbers expected to come into
preparing meals and shopping and it gives them meaningftihe program each year. Now we have a state government
activity and social interaction. Importantly, it gives their rolling in funds from a number of sources. The reduction in
carers a break and the chance to do the sorts of things the rélgibt brought about by the previous Liberal government made
of us take for granted. On Eyre Peninsula we have only onavailable millions of dollars formerly spent on interest
Moving On program which is run by LEPSH in Port Lincoln. payments, resulting in the state’s credit rating being lifted and
The program was going to close on 30 June this year becauggain cutting the interest bill.
the funds to run the program were insufficient and LEPSH Revenue from the GST which, incidentally, Labor
could not continue to bear the cost. | refer to a letter writterstrongly opposed—but | have not heard any Labor govern-
by the Board of Directors of LEPSH to the Minister for ments refuse to accept—is much greater than the funding they
Families and Communities dated 27 April 2005. It states: would have received under former financial arrangements
The department’s offer of a 6 per cent increase in funding foVith @ provisional $3 449 million—that's $3.449 billion—in

2005-06 is acknowledged. 2005-06 coming to our state alone. There are also windfall
The funding was backdated to 1 January 2005. The lettéf?!NS from land tax, stamp duty and other state government
continues: evies and charges. Labor ministers are just having difficulty

in planning constructively for the long term.

That offer brings the total funding to near wages cost for one year ; ; ;
at the current rates, but does not recognise that the real cost of An amount of $64 000 for a bus equipped with a lifter

running the program with the additional costs of administration SOUNds good until one looks at coping with the operational
program materials, fuel, vehicles, electricity and building hire andand associated costs. Moving on in Port Lincoln has hired
maintenance is much more. It should be obvious that when there lsuses for outings as it is imperative for the sound mental
a CPlrise for staff in July then the program funding will fall further hagith of clients that they go out into the wider community
behind the real cost. :
and attend events. So, the money for a bus is welcomed, but

The $20 000 additional administrative SUppOft annOUncediWho is going to pay the running costs? Does this mean
the budget will allow the program to continue in 2005-06.another battle or further fund-raising efforts by parents and
However, both this funding and funding for a bus with a lifter other carers who are already stretched physically, mentally
are one-off contributions. So, the plight of the Moving onand emotionally by the demands of looking after a mentally
program has been merely staved off. There is no long-terijisabled person?
Comm|tment by th|S gOVernment to the needS Of peop|e W|th Disabiiity prograrns need to be pianned on a permanent
a d|Sab|l|ty, their carers and their families. RECIpIentS arQ)asiS and funded adequateiy so that parentsi carers and all
grateful for the funding announced in the budget which (withinyolved can give their time and energies to their charges. As
limitations) will enable the Moving on program to continue gne parent said, ‘We need recurrent funding.’” A meagre
fora further 12 months. However, it must be emphasised thagmount of only an extra $9 million per year for recurrent
since thIS IS One-Off fund|ng, the peOp|e Of LEPSH W|” ha.Vefunding was approved in the iast budget The Moving on
to go through the whole time-consuming process of applyingyrogram has been of immense benefit to participants and their
for funding again next year. carers as it enables them to cope with the almost unrelenting

I repeat: there is no real commitment by this governmengiemands of caring for disabled children.
to adequately fund the Moving on program. This makes it However, it is not just the Moving On program that needs
very hard for LEPSH to plan for the future, and gives noimproved funding. There is also an urgent need for respite
certainty for those employed in the program or for theircare, more supported accommodation and at-home support
clients and their families. Unexpected costs are a fact of lifefor families. These are some of the issues being pushed by
A recent cost that Organisations like LEPSH now face is th@awd Holst. | Congratu|ate him on his Continuing Campaign
cost of having police checks for the volunteers who workfor more funding for the disabled and their families. | will
with our disabled people. LEPSH have been advised that thegontinue to support him and disabled people and their carers
volunteers do not qualify for free SAPOL checks because th@henever | can and | suggest that closing the unnecessary
organisation receives some government funds. This is agpening bridges that are already in the budget would help the
anomaly that needs to be addressed as quickly as possibifyvernment to find the desperately needed $100 million in
When large sporting clubs which turn over large sums ofunds and recurrent funding for the disabled. | move this
money can get a free service and when a small charity ifotion for the disabled, their families and carers.
receipt of some government funds cannot get support from
this government for its volunteers something is very wrong. Dr McFETRIDGE (Morphett): | rise to support the

The Moving on program was a Liberal governmentmotion of the member for Flinders. Early last year, the
initiative set in place in 1997 in response to the need tanember for Flinders and | met with many families and
provide alternatives to employment for young disabled peoplé&iends of people who are afflicted with severe disabilities.
leaving school. It is one of the many effective programsThere was a rally in Victoria Square. We marched with them
introduced by the Liberal government to assist the underprividown King William Street and there was a rally in front of
leged, the poor, those unable to care for themselves—in fad®arliament House, and | was accused of turning it into a
all vulnerable members of our state. We achieved this despiteolitical rally for base political purposes. Let me give
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members a bit of background on my involvement with Dr McFETRIDGE: This is the ‘me’ syndrome, and |
Dignity for the Disabled. | went to a meeting with that group have no problem with that, because if members opposite put
where a lady stood up and gave a bit of history about hethemselves in their shoes and in their families’ shoes for one
family and the pressures she was under, and she said that shawute they would be aware of the problems they are having.
had considered murdering her child and committing suicidel. am not saying that enough was done in the past, there may
| was really shocked at this. | was given the opportunity tchave been opportunities missed, but | am saying that when
speak to the meeting and | asked how many other people hgdu have the opportunities, when you have the financial
considered murdering their children and committing suicideesources that this government has, do not shoot the messen-
to end their woes because they saw no other way out. | wager. Help them out. Offer them a way out. Do not offer false
absolutely shocked at the response. At least one-third if ndtope. Do not say that money is going to be there when it is
more people put their hands up and said that they hadot a real solution. What do members opposite do? They
considered this. attack the messenger.

| am not attributing blame to any particular government. | can stand up here and have people on the other side
One of the good things about having come into this place aittempt to bully, intimidate and berate. We know the history
the last election is that | can put pressure only on what isf this government, its bullying, its tactics and its intimida-
happening now, although | can give members 10 billiontion. We remember Cora Barclay. | urge the government to
reasons why the last government found it difficult to fundbe very aware of what it is doing when it is picking on the
every program to the extent that we may have wanted aniginocents, the naive out there; those who do not have this
why there were opportunities lost. We hear the governmergrotection of privilege to stand up here. | urge this govern-
saying, ‘Why didn’t you do this? Why didn’t you do that?" ment to remember Penny Easton; remember David Kelly;
We must remember where we came from. When the Liberddecause when they were used for political purposes, the
Party came to government in 1993 there were severmedia came in and they could not stand it. | urge this
difficulties there. We lost the AAA rating because of the government to be very careful about how it handles these
mismanagement by the Labor government. We have got delicate issues. These people are under huge strain. They
back now because of the management of the federal goveroannot be used as victims for political purposes. Certainly,
ment and the state Liberal Government. This government hake members on this side—
money. It has more money than it knows what to do with. Mrs Geraghty interjecting:

Mrs Geraghty interjecting: The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! There has been too

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! N much interjection from members on my right. The member

Dr McFETRIDGE: It has billions and billions Qf dollars.  for Morphett does not really need my protection, but it is
If the government of the day accuses the previous goverimpossible to hear anything he is saying with the—

ment of doing nothing, that is wrong. Mr Goldsworthy: Squawking.
Mrs Geraghty inter] ecting: _ Dr McFetridge: Cacophony.
TheDEPUTY SPEAKER: The member for Torrens will The DEPUTY SPEAKER: —cacophony that is coming

come to order. across the chamber. 1 bring the house to order. We have only

Dr McFETRIDGE: The government of the day accuses g ¢ ple more minutes. | ask that the member for Morphett
the previous government of not doing enough, but where difl s haard in silence.

we start from? We did not start with a truckload of money. . ;

We did not get the billons and bilions, the $2.2 billion €Xtra ¢, ot g oot Of order, | ask the member
in funding from the federal government. We hear the as deliberately sexist and offensive '

bleating loud and long over there about not having enough o .

money for this and that. They have enough money to bu“iha-{thheeDh%EngZb?EIrEnAgr(nEEf igi'gfggfnheg the comment
opening bridges at $100 million extra. This government, th The Hon. M J. ATK INSON: On a o?nt (.)f order. sir. |
highest taxing government in the history of South Australia ink | can h.elp.y.ou. The comrﬁent Wgs that the me’mbér for

has $8 million a day, each and every day, pouring into stat: King. 'S King' i b that |
taxes. Then there are the truckloads of GST coming acros<ITENS Was squawking. "squawking' IS a verb that can only
8Iate to a bird or animal and it is always unparliamentary to

the border. Members opposite opposed the GST, but what d ) ; St .
they do now? They rake it in. It is pouring in imply that a member is an animal, you will find from Erskine
. : . L ! L May_

| just could not believe it on Monday when the Minister ) s .
for Disability, Jay Weatherill, on radio described David 1 N€DEPUTY SPEAKER: | do not think it is unparlia-
Holst, the champion of Dignity for the Disabled as ‘a rich mentary but, if the member for Kavel wants to withdraw to
businessman’! Is there something wrong with being succesdacilitate things, | encoura.lge him to do so.
ful in life? To attack Mr Holst is absolutely disgusting. Itis _ Mr GOLDSWORTHY: Actually, the member for
a disgrace. Then an item in the paper says that disability®"ens was incorrect— . ,
minister Jay Weatherill said that the decision showed the TheDEPUTY SPEAKER: No, this is notan opportunity
group was clearly a front for the Liberal Party. He wast0 engage. The member for Kavel can either rise to withdraw

talking about the decision of Dignity for the Disabled to put©r Sit down: one or the other.
up candidates at the next election. The member for West Mr GOLDSWORTHY: In deference to the members on
Torrens said they were only in marginal Labor seats. | knowh_e other side of the chamber, if it has offended them | will
Mr Holst well and | know these people well. | have spokenwithdraw.
to them and marched with them. No Labor member came TheDEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. The member for
down there with us. | know where these people come fromMorphett.
They are not backing any political party. Dr McFETRIDGE: Thank you, Mr Speaker. Now that
Mrs Geraghty interjecting: my time has been wasted—saved by the bell!
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Debate adjourned.
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[Sitting suspended from 1 to 2 p.m.] Department over the past 12 months and if so, what are the details
and results of each poll undertaken?
TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: The Minister for Industry and
PITIANTJATIARA LAND RIGHTS Trade has provided the following information:
(MISCELLANEOUS) AMENDMENT BILL On the basis that polls are an analysis of public opinion on a
subject, usually by selective sampling, | am advised that the

Her Excellency the Governor's Deputy, by messageDepartment of Trade and Economic Development conducted one

o rPOII in the last 12 months.
recommended to the house the appropriation of such amounts The pepartment commissioned Harrison Market Research in July

of money as might be required for the purposes mentioned iP004 to explore the opinions of expatriate South Australians and
the bill. others living in Sydney or Melbourne about moving to Adelaide. The
ma&ket treds%archH(teI_ephgne sur\l/':ey)t invglv(;ad 14Mfcigus groupac,
moderate a Harrison’s consultant in ney, Melbourne an
TRAFFICLIGHTS Adelaide and};telephone survey in Sydney gnd I\/)I/elbourne at a total
. . . . cost of $45 000.

A petition signed by 450 residents of South Australia, ¢ research focused on identifying and exploring drivers on
requesting the house to urge the government, as a matter @hat might encourage a move to Sotith Australia rather than another
urgency, to install traffic lights at the junction of Hillendale state and test creative advertising and marketing material being
Drive and the Golden Way nearest MaclIntyre Road, due tgonsidered. The findings were subsequently used to develop the
increased traffic flow and accidents in the area, was presentéf€aide- Make the Move advertising campaign.
by Mr Brokenshire.

o . 422. Mr HANNA: Have any polls of the South Australian
Petition received.

public been conducted by, or on behalf of, the Minister or the
Department over the past 12 months and if so, what are the details
DISABILITY SERVICES, FUNDING and results of each poll undertaken?
TheHon.J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: The Minister for Mineral

A petition signed by 58 residents of South Australia,Resources Development has provided the following information:
requesting the house to urge the government to increase This answer relates to the Minerals Resources Group within
funding for disability services in South Australia to at Ieastp”r\‘/‘var%’e'ri‘tdgsg(')‘iSst?inc‘zlfzrs]o(;gﬁ]‘?snssofI"(')?ti'g)éeneral oublic, a
the Australian natlon_al average expendltur_e andin par_tlcul%a” survey of 600 South Australian opinion leaders is currently
to fully fund the Moving On Program to a five day full time \ngerway, jointly sponsored by PIRSA and the South Australian
service for all disabled people, was presented by Mrs Penfoltkesources Industry Development Board (RIDB) and managed by the

Petition received. Marketing Science Centre within the University of South Australia.
The survey questionnaire was mailed, with a covering letter from

AUSTRALIANSAIDING CHILDREN ADOPTION the Minister, on Monday 14 March 2005. At the time of preparing
AGENCY this response (10 May 2005) the responses were being collated and
analysed by the Marketing Science Centre and it is anticipated the
. . . . results will be ready for release late May/early June.

A petition signed by 12 residents of South Australia, = The purpose of the survey is to seek input and opinions from
requesting the house to urge the government to immediateftominent opinion leaders across the community to maximise benefit
reverse its decision to close the Australians Aiding Childrerio South Australians from the state’s minerals and energy industries.
Adoption Agency, was presented by Mrs Penfold. The results of this survey will assist the RIDB to provide advice to

Petition receivéd the government on the minerals and energy industries and to provide

: relevant information back to those in the community with an interest
in the resources sector in SA.
QUESTIONSON NOTICE In order to ensure that the opinions of a broad range of South
Australians were canvassed, the following categories were included

The SPEAKER: The house will come to order! | direct within the survey, in consultation between the University of SA,
that the written answers to the following questions on theéRIDB and PIRSA:
Notice Paper, as detailed in the schedule | now table, be ~Commonwealth politicians

distributed and printed iklansard: Nos 388, 421, 422, 444 ~ State politicians

to 446. 493. 501. 502. 504 and 510 Community organisation members
’ ’ ' ' ' Education
POLLS Environment

Indigenous community members
388. Mr HANNA: Have any polls of the South Australian Women'’s group members
public been conducted by, or on behalf of, the Minister or the |Media
Department over the past 12 months and if so, what are the details charitable organisation members
and results of each poll undertaken? Church members
TheHon. P.F. CONLON: | provide the following information:
A poll is defined a$ an analysis of public opinion on a subject Members of local government
usually by selective sampling'. Non-mining business officials
During the 12 months to 14 February 2004, the Land Manage- Performing arts
ment Corporation (LMC) sponsored research by Harrison Market Political advisors
Research pertaining to the proposed Port Waterfront Redevelopment pyplic servants
prcIJIj_ect which involved both the use of focus groups and telephone - gepyice organisation officials
olling. . . .
P The purpose of the research was to understand the local and Sporting .'O.le.m't'es
metropolitan wide awareness and perception of the proposed Port State politicians
Waterfront Redevelopment. Union officials
The polls showed there was broad awareness of the proposed Your attention is drawn to the fact that all members of State
redevelopment and there was support for the redevelopment of tharliament were sent copies of the questionnaire and it is hoped that
waterfront around the inner harbour. they took this opportunity of having input to the shaping of future
minerals and energy policy.
421. Mr HANNA: Have any polls of the South Australian The results of the survey will be publicly available once they are
public been conducted by, or on behalf of, the Minister or thefinalised and analysed by the sponsoring organisations.
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LUCAS, Hon. R.I. (b) The Olympic Dam operation consumes electricity equivalent
to approximately 7.4% of total electricity sales in South Australia.
444 and 445.Mr KOUTSANTONIS: How many written  This figure has been calculated based on Olympic Dam'’s total elec-
representations from the Hon. R.1. Lucas MLC on behalf of Southtricity consumption in 2004 (i.e. 852 GWh) as a percentage of total
Australian constituents have been received since March 2002? customer electricity sales in South Australia for 2003/04, which was
TheHon. SW. KEY: No written representations from the Hon. recorded in the Electricity Supply Industry Planning Council’s
R.I. Lucas have been received by the Department of Further EdiAnnual Planning Report for June 2004 as 11 580 GWh.

cation, Employment, Science and Technology or myself. (c) WMC publishes on its web site that Olympic Dam’s emission
of greenhouse gases in 2004 was calculated as 1 018 128 tonnes
446. Mr KOUTSANTONIS: How many written representa- carbon dioxide equivalent (C).
tionS from the Hon. R.I. Lucas MLC on behalf Of South Australian (d) According to the Austra”an Greenhouse Ofﬁce’ every kWh
constituents have been received since March 20027 of electricity in South Australia is responsible for 0.960 kg,@f
TheHon. SW.KEY: A records search of correspondence greenhouse gas emissions. On this basis, greenhouse gas emissions
received since March 2004, when | became the Minister for th@esulting from electricity used for the mine is estimated at about
Status of Women, found no written representations from the Hong18 000 tonnes Cge. In' 2004, from information published on the
R.l. Lucas MLC on behalf of South Australian constituents. web by WMC, Olympic Dam also used 839 TJ of diesel, 846 TJ of
_The Office for Women has effectively functioned as a discretel pG, 300 TJ of coke and 426 TJ of other energy sources, resulting
unit of the Department for Human Services (DHS) from 1 July 2002n an approximate total greenhouse gas emissions of 1.018 million
to 30 June 2004, and of the Department for Families and Communtonnes CQ@-equivalent. Although published SA emissions data for
ties (DFC) since 1 July 2004. Responses from other portfolio areagpo4 is not yet available, it is estimated that this represents about 3%
relating to DHS and DFC have been provided as separate responssighe total South Australian greenhouse gas emissions in 2004.
to this series of Questions on Notice from Mr T. Koutsantonis MP. | 41 informed that every tonne of uranium oxide concentrate
The Office for Women has received no written representationg o nyerted into fuel for a power station saves about 38 500 tonnes of
from the Hon. R.I. Lucas MLC on behalf of South Australian carhon dioxide, relative to coal. Olympic Dam produced just over
constituents since 1 July 2002. 4 400 tonnes of uranium oxide concentrate in 2004, to be turned into
electricity in countries all around the world. That same amount of
OLYMPIC DAM PROJECT electricity produced by coal fired power stations would have burnt
some 70 million tonnes of coal and this would have released
493. Mr HANNA: . . approximately 170 million tonnes of carbon dioxide into our
1. Since the commencement of the Olympic Dam Project angtmosphere.
up until 31 December 2004, what has been (in 2004 dollars)— 4. WMC has not yet made a final decision to expand Olympic

(g) the ltotal rle_venue draiseld by thﬁ’ Project; v paid to theD@M 2nd. if o, in what manner and to what extent. It would
(b) total royalties and total payroll tax, respectively, paid to theerefore e inappropriate to attempt to accurately forecast electricity

South Australian government; and ; . ;
: ' ) . .. generation and consumption by Olympic Dam after the proposed ex-
(c) the South Australian government's total financial contnbutlongansion_ P y Smp prop

to the Project? . S .
2 Approxim]ately, how many gigalitres of Great Artesian Basin As outlined a]pove, V\gth dll’?l(_:t greenhouse gas emlslsmns fr:_om
water has the Project used in its operations since its commenceme .}/,ymplc Dam of aroun fl mi 'gnlégnnflals coz equn;a ent, L IS
3. In 2004, what was the Projects— presents a net saving of aroun million tonnes of greenhouse
(a) annual electricity consumption in megawatt hours; emissions.
(b) electricity consumption as a percentage of total South

Australian consumption; MYPONGA/SELLICKSHILL WIND FARM

(c) annual emission of greenhouse gases in carbon dioxide .
equivalent tonnes; and 501. (4th Session) and 618 (3rd Sessigim)HANNA:

(d) greenhouse gas emission as a percentage of total South 1. Did a draft report produced by Planning SA in September
Australian emission? 2003 recommend that the proposed Myponga/Sellicks Hill wind farm

4. What will be the estimated percentage increase in Southe rejected and if so, why?
Australian electricity consumption and greenhouse gas emission, 2. Was this recommendation contained in the final report by
respectively, if the proposed expansion of Olympic Dam proceedsPlanning SA and if not, why not?

TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: The Minister for Mineral 3. Was Cabinet made aware of the content of the draft report
Resources Development has provided the following information: pefore approving the development and if not, why not?

1. (@) The total revenue (sale of all products less expenses) since 4 Wh : : :
A ; - e . y was the same question on notice (number 618 asked in

hhoﬁlgﬁg)rt of commercial sales in 1988 is around $8.23 billion (2004, o previous Session) not answered?

(b) Total royalties paid since startup is approximately $265 mil- _ TheHon. J.0. LOMAX-SMITH: The Minister for Urban De-
lion (2004 doliars). velopment and_PIannlng has provided the foIIowm_g information:

Due to confidentiality requirements, Revenue SAis notatliberty 1. |amadvised thatin accordance with the Major Development
to provide a figure for the total payroll tax paid to the SouthProvisions of thedevelopment Act 1993, a draft Assessment Report
Australian Government with respect to the Olympic Dam ProjectWas prepared by Planning SA in September 2003, to assist the former
as this sort of information is confidential. | am therefore unable toMinister for Urban Development Planning in forming a view on the

provide an answer to this part of the question. Myponga/Sellicks Hill Wind Farm proposal. It advised that it not be
(c) The South Australian Government's total financial contri-@Pproved on the basis of the high scenic amenity value of the
bution to the project in 2004 dollars has been: location.

0) $7.96 million in payments to Roxby Downs Municipal 2. Planning SA is not respc_)nsible for issuing a_f_inal’ As-
Council to support community services (these paymentsessment Report. Under the Major Development provisions of the
are required under Clause 29(3)(b) of the Schedule to th®evelopment Act 1993, it is the Minister for Urban Development and
Roxby Downs Indenture Ratification Act 1982.) Planning who prepares and releases the Assessment Report. This

(i)  $78.9 million (again in 2004 dollars) in capital expendi- report sets out the Minister’s view on the proposal. It is entirely
ture on infrastructure, such as hospital, school, policeappropriate that the former Minister formed their own view, which
station, facilities for sports and arts, and so on. It shouldis a clear requirement of the legislation.
be noted that th&oxby Downs (Indenture Ratification) In making a decision on the Myponga/Sellicks Wind Farm, the
Act 1982, specified the provision of infrastructure up to former Minister concluded that the visual impact of the proposal was
the value of $145.24 million in 2004 dollars ($50 million acceptable in the hierarchy of other important considerations, which
in June 1981 dollars). included the delivery of economic benefits to the State and the

2. The Olympic Dam Project has used approximately 11%pportunity to increase alternative energy production and use. This

gigalitres of water from the Great Artesian Basin since project startuglecision is consistent with the Government’s aim to meet a State
in 1984. Strategic target to reduce our dependency on traditional energy

3. (a) Olympic Dam’s total electricity consumption in 2004 was sources through the development of alternative energy sources such

3 066 terajoules or approximately 852 GWh. as wind power.
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3. Cabinet processes are confidential and as such | am not at TOURISM COMMISSION
liberty to discuss this process. | am also not able to comment on my
predecessor’s consideration of your questions. 510. Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: Will the South Australian
Tourism Commission continue to sponsor the Best Tourism
GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES Restaurant Award as part of this year’s Awards for Excellence and
if not, why not?
502. (4th Session) and 611 (3rd Sessigl)HANNA: TheHon. J.D.LOMAX-SMITH: The South Australian
1. Why did some Government Agencies advise their employee£0urism Commission will sponsor thest Tourism Restaurant
prior to the Public Sector-wide work stoppage on 26 March 2004 thagategory, the winner of which will be announced at the 2005
they could make application for approval of absence on that day ofoUriSm Awards for Excellence function on 1 August 2005,
they may be absent on that day for duty outside approved timed, &°nducted by Restaurant & Catering SA.
without approval using recreation leave, flexitime and TOIL?
2. Would gaining such approval or use of such leave on that day HOON DRIVERS
mean that absent employees would not be recorded on the Australian
Bureau Statistics Return as taking industrial action? TheHon. M.D. RANN (Premier): | seek leave to make
TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT: _ a ministerial statement.
1. Pursuant to Section 47(1) of tReblic Sector Management Leave granted.

Act 1995, a direction was given to portfolio and other agency chief o
executives that those employees of the South Australian Government 1 h€Hon. M.D. RANN: | rise to update the house on

employed pursuant to the Public Sector Management Act who failefesults emerging from the government’s new hoon driving
to perform their duties as a result of a work stoppage on 26 Marchaws. The laws were passed across South Australia from
2004, by absenting themselves from their workplace without apFebruary this year, when police quickly started filing reports
proval, and in consequence or furtherance of industrial action, wezgn hoon behaviour. Further arrangements were soon finalised

not to be paid salary for the day (or relevant part of the day) durin . . 3 .
which the employee failed to perform their duties. o that the impounding of hoons’ so-called precious wheels

Employees have entitlements to apply for leave of absencdOr 48 hours could be done from 2 May. Importantly, courts
Because of the possibility that some employees may have made atso have the power to lock hoon vehicles away for even

application for leave of absence on 26 March 2004, detailedonger. The new offences target drag racing, burnouts
guidelines in relation to employee absences were provided t . : X ;
relevant chief executives for consistency of approach in managingquhnms’ wheelies and music that blares from car speakers.

absences on that day, being the day upon which a public sector widehe law also targets those who organise such events. Hoon
all day work stoppage had been planned. laws are about protecting lives and property and, importantly,
Those guidelines advised that employee applications for Iea\giving peace to long-suffering residents affected by the

céf absence on 26 M?r%h rz]OOA;.]should only fb?]apl)proved if the Clhi %éupidity of a minority of drivers. | am sure that members and
Xecutive was satisfied that the purpose o the leave was unrelat any Of thell’ Constltuents_

to the industrial action. - C
2. Leave of absence should only have been approved where the AN honourable member interjecting: _
chief executive was satisfied that the leave was unrelated to the TheHon. M.D. RANN: —no, they are the latest fig-

industrial action. Any such approved leave would not be recordegires—will be pleased to know that, since the legislation was

on the Australian Bureau of Stlat'St'Cj‘ Eet“m' n 1o ofirstintroduced in February, hoons have been reported on 259

Parﬁén%tjrﬁsg:r?gg gjgu'\sl?tz'%%fpse ue to the prorogation of,- asions. Of even greater interest is that 61 vehicles have
been impounded for 48 hours—amazingly, 38 of those last

INDIGENOUS CONSULTANT month. So, 61 vehicles already have been impounded under
our hoon driving legislation, and 38 vehicles were impounded
504. Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: last month—and, of course, that was the first full month’s

1. Whatis the rOIe, fUnCtiOn, desired outcome and total cost Olgﬁlera“on of the government’s hoon dnv'ng |aWS For those

the indigenous consultant appointed to assist in the development a . :
implementation of a state based strategy to develop indigeno 0 said that the laws would not work, already hoon drivers

screen-based talent and production? are having their cars taken away from them. This is a win for
2. Whatis the background, qualifications and experience of thiSouth Australians—

consultant and does this appointment duplicate or incorporate the Members interjecting:

work undertaken by Yaitya Makkitura? The SPEAKER: Order!

Theton. M.D. RANN: | have been advised ofthe following: e o \M.D. RANN: —against the intrusive burnouts,
1. The SA Film Corporation’s aim, in appointing an indigenous

consultant, is to develop a broad and balanced overview of thyyheelies and_ blaring music that unnecessarily invades their
current state of the indigenous screen industry in South Australialives. These figures are as at the end of June. However, South

The ultimate desired outcome is an active, productive and sucAustralia Police continues to be on the lookout for hoons, and
cessful indigenous screen sector. The consultant will be expected taeir behaviour will not be tolerated. The message is getting

work closely with the indigenous screen community in order to . ; ; ;
identify the needs of, and existing opportunities for, indigenousthroth' already 61 hoon drivers have had their vehicles

practitioners. This information will inform the development of a Impounded.

State-based strategy to support indigenous screen organisations, indi-

vidual practitioners and programs, including a set of protocols for DEFENCE INDUSTRY
the screen industries.

The SAFilm Corporation has budgeted $15 000 for this consult-  The Hon. M.D. RANN (Premier): | seek leave to make

anté An appointment to this position has not yet been ﬁnalisedanother ministerial statement.
: pp p Y ' Leave granted.

because the person initially appointed had to withdraw due to an .
unexpected change in work commitments. TheHon. M.D. RANN: I rise today to update the house
The successful appointee will need to have an understanding @h our efforts to reinforce South Australia’s position as the
the indigenous communities and the arts sector, as well as experiengefence capital of Australia following today’s excellent job
in research, consultation and report preparation. figures. Winning the $6 billion air warfare destroyer contract

Yaitya Makkitura will be one of a range of groups and indi- ; : : :
viduals asked to contribute to the discussions along with PY Media‘?bVIOUSIy is a huge coup and a huge opportunity not just for

another indigenous screen culture organisation, and the Po@day’s working age South Australians but also for their
Augusta-based organisation Umeewarra. children and their children’s children. But | see the air
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warfare destroyers as just the start of a huge defence push by PUBLIC SERVICE SALARIES
South Australia and the state government.
| want to alert the house to some things that will be TheHon.M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Administrative
happening tomorrow. About $55 billion worth of defence Services): | seek leave to make a ministerial statement.
contracts will be coming up over the next decade, and Leave granted.
winning a high proportion will help us to reach our strategic  TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT: The Full Bench of the
plan target to double the size of our $1 billion defence sectomndustrial Relations Commission of South Australia handed
and to boost employment from 16 000 to 28 000. Defence’slown its arbitrated decision on the dispute between the
Land 121, or Project Overlander, is the $3 billion contract tagovernment and the salaried public sector, represented by the
acquire, modify and maintain army vehicles and trailers. IfPublic Service Association. The decision provided for two
forms a perfect match with the building of the war ships.salary adjustments in October 2004 and October 2005 on the
Such South Australian companies as Tenix Land Division anébllowing basis: ASO1 to ASO3, 4 per cent; ASO4 to ASO6,
General Dynamics Land Systems are in a prime position t3.75 per cent; and ASO7 and above, 3.5 per cent. The only
bid for and win a large chunk of this work. This project wasdifference between the government’s pay offer and what the
identified as key in our South Australian Defence Plan, whichull Bench has ordered is that salaried public sector employ-
was launched last March, and our bid will be headed up byes in classifications between ASO4 and ASOG6 will receive
the Chief Executive of the SA Government Defence Unit,an extra 0.25 per cent. This decision creates a great oppor-
Rear Admiral Kevin Scarce. tunity to put behind us disagreements over pay claims and
Project Overlander will replace the Australian Defencecontinue to work with our great public servants and the PSA
Force’s wheeled, non-armoured field vehicles and trailergo deliver the outcomes that our community wants and needs.
The ADF’s field vehicles and trailer fleet is the backbone of Members interjecting:
its war fighting force. The fleet is required for combat and The SPEAKER: Order! The house will come to order.
combat support operations, which cannot be undertaken by
standard commercial vehicles. Project Overlander’s first PAPERS TABLED
priority will be the replacement of approximately 1 300 of the
ADF’s field vehicles in high readiness units, a contract that  The following papers were laid on the table:
we expect will be let around 2007, with the last vehicles By the Premier (Hon. M.D. Rann)—
delivered in 2011. This will be followed by a contract in Public Sector Management Act 1995—Section 69—
2007-08 to replace the remaining 4 000 to 7 000 field Appointments to Ministers’ Personal Staff
vehicles for the remainder of the Australian Defence Force. By the Minister for the Arts (Hon. M.D. Rann)—
As with the AWD project, the government intends to support Adelaide Film Festival—Report 2004
the development of this precinct through infrastructure, skills
development and collaboration programs. ATTORNEY-GENERAL
This brings me to tomorrow’s activities. Another exciting
project for us is to have relocated to Adelaide a 1 600 strong The SPEAKER: Order! In accordance with standing
army battalion. Given the advent of the Adelaide to Darwinorder 52, | have accepted a motion, which is expressed as an
railway as a means to move equipment and personnel rapidiyrgency motion, put before me by the Leader of the Opposi-
north, together with South Australia’s huge advantages astéon, which | will now read:
location for army personnel and their families, | am hopeful  That this house expresses its lack of confidence in the Attorney-
of attracting an army battalion over coming years. Of courseGeneral as the first law officer of this state and calls on the Premier
it is very expensive to station a battalion in the Far North oft® replace him immediately.
Australia or in the eastern states because of massive housiiife chair accepts the urgency motion, and requires four
Costs. members to stand in support of it.
Tomorrow evening | will host a discussion involving  Honourable members having risen:
South Australian business leaders, Lieutenant General Peter Members interjecting:
Leahy AO, Chief of the Army, and other senior leading The SPEAKER: Order! The house will come to order.
officers and generals of the Australian Army to talk about the  Members interjecting:
advantages of choosing Adelaide as the site for a battalion. The SPEAKER: Members who speak after the house is
Sources including KPMG have found that South Australiecalled to order run the risk of being named on the spot. The
provides an enviable lifestyle alongside a low cost of livingdebate is limited to one hour, and each member speaking is
and low costs of operation for large organisations such as thgnited to a maximum of 15 minutes.
army. We have abundant land close to the city to station a
battalion, test and maintain equipment, train military TheHon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition):
personnel, a sophisticated defence and automotive industipday | rise to put to the house that the Attorney-General
and key centres of research and development excellencghould either resign forthwith or be sacked. South Australia
including, of course, the Defence Science and Technologgteserves a legal system in which it has confidence. South
Organisation. It is not just about the 1 600 soldiers: it is alsdAustralia deserves a system of justice that actually works.
about their families; it is also about the support, servicing, An honourable member interjecting:
catering, cleaning and everything that goes along with that. The SPEAKER: Order! The member is out of order. This
These are just some of the opportunities towards which wis an important matter and should be heard in silence.
are working to secure South Australia’s rightful place atthe TheHon. R.G. KERIN: This Attorney-General has
forefront of the defence of Australia into the future. | look brought this justice system to the brink of chaos. We have an
forward to meeting with the generals tomorrow. We areAttorney who has no respect among the legal fraternity. He
making a concerted effort to win an army battalion to behas not respect from the judiciary, he has no respect from the
located here in South Australia. head of the Parole Board, he has no respect from the DPP or
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his office, and he has no respect from the broader legalhis government hid this issue for seven months. It was
fraternity in this state. secretive, when its response should have been to report the
He is an Attorney-General who is there for reasons othematter to the police at the time, not wait until later on. After
than that he can do the job. Despite the fact that he is ndtiding the matter for seven months, the government sought
worthy of the job, he has been kept in it by the weird factionaladvice on what could and could not be released, and they
deals that characterise this government: the weird factionalere told by the Solicitor-General that they needed to go
deals that also lock in the members for Chaffey and Mounstraight to the Anti-Corruption Branch. Surely, members
Gambier to the extent that this week they supported thepposite must by now be getting very tired of the gaffs,
cover-up terms of reference passed in the house. This weekfambles, eccentric behaviour and the games being played by

Mr Shelling interjecting: the Attorney-General.
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Playford is In the stashed cash affair, we witnessed several things.
warned. One was a minister with absolutely no idea about what was

TheHon. R.G. KERIN: He is one of the Attorney’s going on within his portfolio. We witnessed an Attorney-
political offspring. This week is a wake-up call to the PremierGeneral whose evidence, behaviour and decision making
that he must act. Even the union movement—a foundation afhowed zero consistency. We saw an Attorney-General who,
the Attorney-General’s own party, of his own support base—whenever the pressure was on, tried to blame someone else
has come out and said, ‘On your bike, Mick, and gone publiand showed not only no loyalty to his staff but also an ability
on the fact that he should be sacked, and is useless as trturn on and destroy people, with no compassion or dignity
Attorney-General. That is another first for our eccentricwhatsoever. We saw an Attorney with the worst memory |
Attorney-General who has scored first in all the wrong areadiave ever seen. As | said at the time, he made Carmel

This state has stumbled along for two years with the chieLawrence look like Barry Jones @tick A Box. We witnessed
legal officer under a giant cloud of incompetence anddaily evidence from an Attorney who showed no real interest
unsuitability. He is a chief legal officer bereft of support in his job. The most talked about incident was when he read
within the whole of the legal community. He was forced tothe form guide during a meeting with the Chief Justice. If that
stand aside in mid-2002, when it was found that the governis any gauge of the interest the Attorney was showing in his
ment had been hiding for seven months allegations ojob, thatin itself is an indictment of the role of the Attorney.
corruption involving the Attorney-General and the Premier's The stashed cash affair again left many unanswered
own chief adviser, Randall Ashbourne. The government haduestions and, again, the Attorney-General was in the midst
hidden the fact that the Attorney-General and Randalbf much disputed evidence in another foot in the cow patch
Ashbourne had been holding secret negotiations to end leghdr this government. The Attorney’s role in the stashed cash
action against the Attorney-General by former MP Ralphaffair—forget the rest for a moment—Ileads to only one of
Clarke and, in doing so, removed the potential for financiatwo conclusions: either he did not tell the truth or he is totally
damages. Questions are still unanswered about thosecompetent. Either way, he should be sacked or he should
dealings: huge questions that go to the heart of honesty amdsign.
probity at the highest level of government. There are countless other skirmishes that demonstrate the

If the government and the Attorney-General had nothingnability of the Attorney-General to do his job as South
to hide, we would see an open and frank inquiry into thisAustralia’s senior legal officer. | could talk for hours, but my
fiasco, but the government refuses to allow proper examintime is limited, about disputes with the legal fraternity;
ation of the role of the Attorney-General and others in thisnterference in local government—and that could go on for
cover-up. The only conclusion that anyone can logically dravguite a long time; interference in union elections; eccentric
from this is that the government has a lot to hide. stunts; factional deals; the knifing of factional foes; approach-

The tabling of the McCann report this week, 2% yearses to upper house members; efforts to remove the Hon. Ron
after it should have been tabled, again shows the extent of tHeoberts from the other place; and many other activities that
improper behaviour involved, and demonstrates that thiare not consistent with the traditions of being the state’s
government has been far less than frank about those highgenior legal officer. However, | will quickly focus on the
questionable dealings of late 2002. This government does nevents of this week.
want answers to some incredibly fundamental questions. For This week we witnessed a new low from the Attorney. We
example, who told the truth to the court in the Ashbourneéhave become accustomed to seeing this government well and
case? Was it the Attorney-General or his adviser, Georgeguly play the man rather than the ball. But, when the
Karzis? That is, did Randall Ashbourne raise the issue afttorney-General uses a ministerial statement to personally
board appointments with the Attorney-General? attack and intimidate the Director of Public Prosecutions, we

The Attorney-General says no. Mr Karzis says yeshave arrived at a new low in standards. We all realise that this
because he was in the room at the time, and that is agovernment is having great difficulty coming to terms with
extremely important question to which we need an answethe fact that the Elliot Ness it appointed as DPP is actually
Another fundamental question is why Randall Ashbourne toldndependent and is acting independently, which is a worry.
the McCann inquiry that he discussed board appointments f(/hat a problem for this government to have a DPP who will
Ralph Clarke with the Attorney-General? The Attorney-not be intimidated and will not simply toe the government
General denies that those discussions ever took place. Whiae. The government cannot take it. You should have seen
is telling the truth? Why won't the government (and thathow much support the DPP has won out there in the
includes the members for Chaffey and Mount Gambier) acommunity, despite the Attorney-General's attempts to
least let a resolution be found to those two major discreparpersonally vilify the DPP this week.
cies in evidence? Those discrepancies leave a smelly cloud We now have a looming crisis in the state that must be
hanging over this government and this Attorney-General. addressed. The Premier, who is less than happy with the DPP,

They are just two of dozens of questions arising out of thédnas instructed that the DPP must communicate in writing,
negotiations of late 2002 that still have not been answeredather than talk to his ministers. Sir, how can this possibly
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work? This week we have seen clear evidence that the DPP TheHon. PF. CONLON (Minister for Transport):
cannot be confident that his letters and memos to th&hank you, Mr Speaker.
Attorney-General will not be leaked for base, crass political Members interjecting:
purposes. This point alone shows the need for a new Attor- The Hon. P.F. CONLON: | will be, don’t worry.
ney-General to be appointed, one who can actually work with - \embers interjecting:
the DPP, because the opposition and most South Australians +ha Hon. PE. CONLON: Are you ready? Have you
hope that the DPP “ain't going anywhere’. Despite the g imeq down? This is a big day isn't it? This is your last
government’s intimidation of him, this DPP has enormoussi,[ﬁng day, so it's a big day.
support to stay exactly where he is, and the government can An hon(;urable member interjecting:
start toeing the line. He will not be intimidated, and he will The Hon. PE. CONLON: Oh We’.re bruised
not become a patsy for this government, despite the bullying. Lo e :
Furthermore, this government needs to totally rebuild its Membersmterje(.:tlng. | .
relationship with a legal system that has been dogged b¥ Thg SPEAKER: Order! The house will come to order.
interference, underfunding and political point scoring. A new! N Minister for Infrastructure. ,
éttorr)ey may be a;ble to do that if the Premier and DepUtywe-rrehlel-ir?g?ep.)'/:égtgrg;f,\\/l\:/eTl?ﬁgwa\r/Sh\gterig g]cﬁr?g Sc;;\ :/(\)/Say
remier stop interfering. -
Again, this week we saw the Attorney-General up to hisbﬁc"?‘u}?e r\]/yeksaw ,‘g’hat happened )gesr;[grgay. They lay qwgke
old tricks of telling the house one thing while the media is2!! Nght thinking, How can we avoid this happening again*

there, for public consumption, and then coming back to th&low can we avoid having to ask more questions, because that

house once the media has left to admit that he had givewdn’t really work, did it—it was awful. We'll come up with

incorrect information. This is an absolute abuse of this hous@fdﬁ\’ice ;or gettinﬁ; rll?j of qL,JeVs\;Lor][time ﬁnd then E’Vﬁ’” gc(ajt ?UI
and of parliamentary privilege. One indiscretion like this©! NEré for our holidays. at we have just heard for
might be excusable and two start to become a Worry:.LS minutes from the Leader of the Opposition—he is their

However, as you, sir, would have noticed, this Attorney-leader’ he is their very best— ,
General has become an absolute serial offender at misleading AN honourable member: Where's your leader? .
this house and then coming back later on. It is totally ~TheHon. PF. CONLON: Where's our leader? He is
unacceptable and not consistent with the traditions of thigoing very nicely indeed. What we saw was their very best,
house or with the Premier’s own ministerial code of conductand what did we hear? Absolutely nothing new—nothing new
on which he has refused to ensure that ministers toe the lind&hatsoever. We have gone back to Kate Lennon’s trust
On Tuesday, after 24 hours to check an answer, th&ccount. tht did we hear but the distinct thwack of leather
Attorney-General came back and told this house: on dead equity. Regarding the competency of attorneys-
eneral or legal spokespersons, forgive me, but | don’t think
t was our AG whom | heard on 5AA the other morning
. making a grovelling apology to a member of the leader’s
One hour later, once the media had packed up and gone, thgyft. | hope that apology was good enough, because the area
Surely, after having 24 hours to check, the Attorney-Genergees if you stuff up with a defamation. It is very dangerous.
should not have given the absolute assurance that he did th@gfe know why that grovelling apology was forthcoming from
no-one in his office passed the memo, without at least talkingneir egal spokesperson: because he made a bit of a blue.
to his Chief of Staff. This shows an absolute contempt of this | \,,5,,14 just like to point out in response to all this

house and again shows that the Attorney-General has eithgfjhish the myriad allegations, that this Attorney has my

W|II|ng!y m|s!ed the'house oris toFaIIy Incompetent. He canqnfigence and my support. He is a very fine human being

take his choice—either way, again, he should go. and a very fine Attorney. He was named as a witness of truth
To show the bipartisan support for my motion, | give thepy the DPP. They took our Attorney in and said, ‘You can

last Wo_rd to the colleagues of the Attorney-General. Theygjieve this man; we ask you to believe him. That is why—
Australian Workers Union secretary, Wayne Hanson, the ;. Brokenshire interjecting:

nominated spokesperson for the four Labor-affiliated unions The SPEAKER: Order. the member for Mawson!

representing a combined 30 000 workers (he is speaking for ) .
30 000 workers, which is more than the Labor Party member; The Hon. P.F. CONLON: What have we heard since

: e , ?
ship, | think) issued an unprecedented media release head&en‘ Of course, the old Kate Lennon trust account and a long
‘On your bike, MicK'. It states: ist of matters including interfering with unions and interfer-

Mick Atk has st 4 off his bike into a freshiv-laid ing with local government—
pat alr?d, nolrr]r?gtrt]era\\zhsesg %E; v(v)alksl,S h(le’g Ilga(\)/i?\gr%?rtyyfc?étpgﬁlvtvs. TheHon. M.J. Atkinson: Too much on talkback radio.
Unfortunately for Labor, the excreta is beginning to stick. TheHon. PF. CONLON: Yes, too much on talkback
Eadio. We have had this shotgun spray of allegations, and the
only thing they missed out was that apparently he is not
rFsponsibIe for the introduction of European carp, but he may
Svell have been on the grassy knoll on that fateful day in

| can make one assertion without fear of contradiction: no-on
in my office passed on the memo to Nick Alexandrides.

The union statement said that Labor was attracting ‘too muc
attention for all the wrong reasons’ because of Mr Atkinson’
‘eccentric personal characteristics’. The Premier must a
quickly to appoint a new Attorney-General and start the lon : - .
haul of repairing the damage this government and thi allas. Itis pathetlc—z?\bso_lute_ly '_Oathet'C!
Attorney-General have done to the confidence of the people 1€ HON- K.O. Foléy interjecting:
of South Australia and the state’s judicial system. In the 1NheHon. PF. CONLON: Yes.
interests of the state, | ask all members to support the motion. Membersinterjecting:

The SPEAKER: Order! The house will come to order.

The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister for Transport. An honourable member interjecting:
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The SPEAKER: Order! If members think they have a large number of candidates. For me they are about last among
great ability with words, they have an opportunity to speakequals. If it is the member for Waite who has another crack,
not to interject. The Minister for Transport. | point out to him and correct him from earlier debates that

TheHon. P.F. CONL ON: The other thing he is accused McGee was not acquitted and Nemer was not acquitted. |
of is leaking documents that have been tabled in the housdefend, | support and | congratulate the Attorney on some of
That is a unique allegation. One thing | am confident of ishe interfering of which he has been accused. Members
that we will not hear the deputy leader talk about allegation®pposite accused the Premier of interfering. | congratulate
of leaked documents—I am very certain of that. | have evernand support the Premier for interfering in the Nemer case.
confidence in our Attorney for the same reasons that th&he DPP’s office hated it; did not like it. You know what
public has confidence in this government. | will list the they hated most of all—that we were right.
reasons why | have confidence in this Attorney. | have Mr Brokenshire interjecting:

confidence— The SPEAKER: The member for Mawson.
Members interjecting: TheHon. P.F. CONLON: The full court said we were
The SPEAKER: Order! right. The people of South Australia knew it was an outrage

TheHon. P.F. CONLON: | have confidence in this that a man could approach an innocent person with a
Attorney because he introduced broader DNA testing, whiclhandgun, shoot him in the eye and walk off with a bond.
is another tool to help police catch criminals, something Mr Brokenshire interjecting:
which | am told the member for Bragg was not all that keen The SPEAKER: | warn the member for Mawson.

on, did not think was necessary. Well, we did that. TheHon. P.F. CONLON: They knew it was an outrage.
Dr McFetridge interjecting: The Premier had the courage to intervene, and | support the
The SPEAKER: Order, the member for Morphett! Premier and the Attorney and have confidence and high hope

TheHon. P.F. CONLON: | have confidence in our that if the circumstances arise they will do the same thing
Attorney because he removed the ban on the statute afyain.
limitations that prevented us prosecuting child sex offenders Mr Brokenshire interjecting:
earlier than 1982. | have confidence in the Attorney because The SPEAKER: The member for Mawson has been
he gave people better laws to defend themselves in thewarned. The next time he will be named and the chair will
homes against home invaders. | have confidence in theke a tough line. The Minister for Infrastructure.
Attorney because he introduced the ban on knives in clubs TheHon. PF. CONLON: This is a dismal attempt by a
and pubs, to make the community safer for our children. Hismal opposition. Members opposite have sat there and, in
have confidence in him because he had the courage to tallesmay, have watched the state succeed, the economy grow,
on the bikies with anti-fortification laws, something that the airport finished and the employment figures set records.
members opposite did not do in 8% years. | have confidencEhey have seen our economic performance outstrip that of the
in the Attorney because he introduced the very effective hoonther states and they have hated it. They have hated the fact
driving laws. | have confidence in this Attorney because hehat their own federal Liberal colleagues chose us as the best
pursued in opposition and introduced in government laws tplace to build the air warfare destroyers. They hated it! They
stop the drunk’s defence, something that members oppositated it to the extent that Rob Lucas in another place
were happy to do for years. | have confidence in this Attornegriticised the government for spending the money on the
because of criminal asset confiscation, a very good law, andfrastructure to win the bid. That is the bitterness from which
again he took on the bikies in crowd control. | could standthey drink. They hate that. What they know is that they are
here for hours and tell you why | have confidence in themaking no traction on the issues that concern South Australia.

Attorney. What are they doing? They are trying with the worst
Mr Brokenshire interjecting: scatter gun allegations against an honourable person to divert
The SPEAKER: Order, the member for Mawson! South Australia and the government from its course. We will

TheHon. P.F. CONLON: This stuff about the legal see the course and we will continue to grow this economy and
community not liking him: | am a lawyer myself and I love to lay down infrastructure and a future, regardless of these
the bloke; terrific bloke; great friend of mine. He has oneidiotic distractions. | will touch on a few points they made
shortcoming: he is an Eagles supporter! | think perhaps wbecause they have trotted out the same tired old stuff. They
could solve the problem, because apparently the way yotalk about unanswered questions. Let me tell members what
solve the problem is that, if he is not a good enough Attorneyhappened in the recent set of events. There is an inquiry into
maybe we should give him a 45 per cent wage increasehe one matter in which | think there is relevance; that is,
increase his status, and he will do a better job! But we thinkvhether it was appropriately handled by the government in

that he is doing a fine job. sending it off and to whom it sent it. Let us look at what
Members interjecting: happened once the matter was sent to the police. What we had
The SPEAKER: Order! The minister will resume his before that was Warren McCann and the Auditor-General

seat. who could see nothing wrong in it. It then went to the police
Mr Goldsworthy: You're going nowhere. and the police investigated it.

The SPEAKER: The member for Kavel will be going We are not actually sure that the police ever thought
somewhere in a minute. The house will settle down. Theanyone should be charged. What we do know is that the DPP

Minister for Infrastructure. thought only one person should be charged. Even more
TheHon. P.F. CONLON: | look forward to seeing who importantly, what the DPP said was that, in charging that
they trot out as their second best on this issue. person, they relied on the Premier, the Deputy Premier and
Members interjecting: the Attorney-General. When they called those people, they

TheHon. PF. CONLON: | am the leader of government said to the court, ‘These are people whom we believe, who
business: that is what | do best. The issue is a very materiake truthful and who are telling the truth and we ask you to
one about who is second best over there, because there ibelieve them. That is what they did. However, members of
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the opposition, who are desperate for an issue, do not agree The SPEAKER: Order! The member for West Torrens
with Warren McCann, the Auditor-General, the police, thewill not thump the desk, or he will be named.
DPP and the lawyers—they know better. They know in their The Hon. DEAN BROWN: As his next classic example,
heart of hearts our decent Attorney-General has not donthe Minister for Transport brought up the fact that this
anything wrong. They talk about being open—I mean, pleaseéttorney-General had gone back and opened up pre-1982 sex
the hypocrisy of it. offenders. Who had shamed and pushed him into that? The
Do members know how we got a Clayton’s inquiry at all, Hon. Andrew Evans. Then, of course, there is the issue of the
with any powers at all? Because the Independents supportéikies and the bikie gangs, and we know that he has taken a
it—and they are being castigated by the opposition foffeather duster to them, with no effective result whatsoever.
supporting the same thing again. They are the ones beirithen, of course, there is the most recent classic example that
castigated for being entirely consistent. | supported th¢his government is clutching onto as its initiative, and that is
powers of the Clayton’s inquiry. One group is being entirelyhoon driving. Who brought in the proposal with respect to
consistent. There is another group over there which, itoon drivers? None other than the member for Mawson. It
government, struggled to hide everything that came their wawas this party that dragged this Labor government screaming
and every piece of openness was wrenched out of them. The do something about hoon drivers.
Clayton’s inquiry was far too far for them to go, but once  Today’s motion is about whether or not there is public
they slide into the opposition benches, of course it is notonfidence in the Attorney-General of this state and whether
nearly good enough. Far too far to go when you are irthis person should be the first law officer of South Australia.
government: not nearly good enough in opposition. One partyremember the Hon. Len King QC when I first came into this
has been consistent and two individuals have been consisteptace, and what a marvellous example he set as Attorney-
because what they have supported on this occasion is wh@eneral of this state. He was man with incredible experience
they supported in the previous government. and capability in the law, and he was a person with dignity
Do members know what the problem is? Members havavho upheld the truth. | cannot recall Len King ever getting
to understand the mentality of the Liberals. They own thingsinto any of the sorts of situations in which this Attorney-
they are born to have things. What they have never been ablgeneral has become involved. Since | have been in this
to accept is these people who have taken these seats that thpgyliament | cannot recall any other Attorney-General having
reckon they own and who are not voting with them—neveanywhere near the number of issues raised about them as
forgiven them for it. The truth is that those seats are ownetiave been raised about this Attorney-General.
by the people of South Australia. These two individuals have The confidence of the public is being gradually eroded
won their seats on two occasions, and | am very confiderthonth after month after month as this Attorney-General
that they will win their seats on the third occasion. | think thisseems to become embroiled in one serious issue after another:
is an absolute nonsense. It shows an opposition bereft of aig has been dragged before the Supreme Court, and there has
guestions to ask us on any matter of importance to the peopleeen the inquiry and the investigations over the stashed cash
of South Australia. It shows an opposition with absolutelyaffair. | would like to touch briefly on some of those issues,
nothing new to offer and it shows an opposition that is sdecause they are important matters, indeed.
irrelevant to the people of South Australia that | am very The firstissue is the Atkinson, Clarke, Attorney-General
confident that, at the next election, the people of Soutlscandal, which first started in late 2002. It was not revealed
Australia will do the Liberal Party the biggest favour it can to this parliament or publicly at first: it had to be dragged out
get and reduce them and wipe out some of them. some six months later. For an Attorney-General to have been
They talk about factional deals—I mean, come on. | willinvolved in such an issue and not to have been brought out
tell members about animosity in a party. Mike Rann, with noand exposed publicly and dealt with is a shame on the
majority, has served longer as premier than Dean Brown gdittorney-General in not insisting on it and a shame on this
with a record—and they want to talk about our having donéRann government. And that has gone on from investigation
deals and animosity. This is a nonsense. The government httsinvestigation. It has involved a court case, and even this
faith and confidence in the Attorney-General because he igeek we had the Attorney-General having to come back into
doing the things in which people of South Australia arethe parliament and correct answers that he has given to the
interested—and that is what they hate. They hate the fact thaarliament. In fact, that is the second issue that | will take up.
we did the right thing on Nemer; they hate the fact that wd cannot recall any single member of parliament who has had
did the right thing on McGee. But we will keep doing the to come back into this parliament on so many occasions and
right thing. correct their statements. Yet this member of parliament
purports to be the Attorney-General of our state, the first law
TheHon. DEAN BROWN (Deputy Leader of the officer of our state, the person who will uphold the law and
Opposition): That was a pathetic attempt at trying to defendset an example to the rest of the state.
the Attorney-General. | would not want the Minister for  Then, of course, we had the stashed cash affair. The
Transport trying to defend me in a court any time. He doesttorney-General happened to be overseas at the time. He
not even know the subject matter. He brought up theseeceived a phone call, | think, from his chief of staff; he

examples, and let us look at some of the examples— listened to it for a few moments and then dismissed the case
The Hon. PF. Conlon interjecting: and went on with his sojourn overseas. Despite very serious
The SPEAKER: Order, the Minister for Transport! allegations being made by his chief of staff in terms of what

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: —of what a marvellous had occurred with the Crown Solicitor’s Trust Account, what
Attorney-General the present Attorney has been. He raisedid the Attorney-General do? He pushed the issue aside and
the issue of Nemer. It was the Hon. Robert Lawson whaaid, ‘Let’'s carry on with our trip through Europe.” Any
shamed them into challenging it before the courts. He brouglminister, let alone the Attorney-General, would have
up the case of the pre-1982 sex offenders. immediately halted the trip and dealt with the issue—even if

Members interjecting: they had not come back—»but he did not even ask for the
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details of what the stashed cash affair was about. Then, dliis extraordinary situation this week, where we had yester-
course, when he got back here, we heard, ‘I'm sorry; I've lostlay 20 minutes of question time where the opposition was
my memory.” Never have | heard of an Attorney-General wharying to prevent the Attorney-General from revealing that the
has such a poor memory; it seems to fail by the moment, dashadow attorney-general had gone on radio to profusely and
after day, even though he keeps standing up in here arabjectly apologise for allegations that he made in respect to
assuring us that he has a very good memory and can recoadmember of my staff. It seemed odd, it had been out in
all the details. We know, first, that he has had to come in angublic, it was on radio and the transcripts were out there.
keep correcting his memory on so many occasions. And/Vhy would you spend 20 minutes of question time trying to
secondly, of course, he has used the defence time after timstop something which inevitably would get out? That is what
‘I do not know. | was not told.” Certainly, that was the sole this is all about. It is an attempt by the opposition to get a
defence when it came to the stashed cash. story up on the TV news, because they didn't yesterday, they
Thereafter, we had the indignity of an Attorney-General didn't film yesterday, they didn’t the day before, and so this
apparently as he was having a regular briefing with the Chigb really about the Leader of the Opposition trying to shore
Justice, asking for the form guide and going through it. Thahimself up, because people are saying on his side—
is an insult to our court system; that is an insult to the Chief Members interjecting:
Justice; and it is a very sad reflection on the priorities of this The Hon. M.D. RANN: This was supposed to be his big
particular Attorney-General—to ask for a form guide and toweek: crashed and burned on Tuesday, crashed and burned
sit there and work through that form guide. yesterday. ‘So what are we going to do? We've run out of
Then, of course, we have other issues as well. One thatjuestions’—that is what was being said. The Liberal ran out
think is extremely important is the ongoing conflict with the of questions, so they said, ‘I know, we’ll have a no-
Director of Public Prosecutions. We have the Director ofconfidence motion.” They know what the results of the no
Public Prosecutions charged with the responsibility of gettingonfidence motion will be but maybe somehow the TV news
out and making sure people are convicted where they hawgill think, ‘We can always do that report that the no-confi-
carried out a crime. We have the Attorney-General as the firstence motion was lost on party grounds.’ But this one will
law officer, and they are embroiled in an ongoing dispute thanot be lost on party lines. It will be a total wipe-out. Having
once again completely undermines public confidence.  failed miserably so far this week, the opposition has been
How can the public sit out there and have confidence irtasting around for a way to get on the telly. That is what this
the legal system of South Australia when, day after day, wés all about. It is not about substance. They ran out of
have this brawl? We had the brawl over salaries earlier thiguestions yesterday. We stopped our side from asking
week, an issue that | would have thought would be sorted oujuestions in order to give the Leader of the Opposition a fair
between the minister and the DPP. We had the brawl over @o, because he is a nice bloke. It is a diversion away from the
number of other issues in terms of telephone calls, visits tproblems that the Liberal opposition has in making itself
the Attorney-General, etc. It is eroding public confidence irrelevant. But | want to say this now, on this last day of the
our justice system here in South Australia but, most importsession, that the Leader of the Opposition has my undying
antly of all, it has already eroded public confidence in thesupport; he has my total support; and sometimes he has
standing and the stature of the Attorney-General. bipartisan support. So, if it comes to a choice between the
For 2Y% years we have had an Attorney-General who haseader of the Opposition and the member for Waite—
been embroiled in public disputes and controversy, one after Members interjecting:
the other, and no longer should this man be the Attorney- The SPEAKER: Order!
General of South Australia. The Premier, though, willnotlay TheHon. M.D. RANN: —we are sticking with the
afinger on him because he is a key faction leader. That is tHeeader of the Opposition, and he has my support. The Leader
unfortunate part. He is a key faction leader and, therefore, hax the Opposition has been badly let down by his team. What
immunity, despite the extent to which he is dragging dowris the thrust of the argument against the Attorney-General in
public confidence in the Attorney-General’s position. the performance of his job? | will tell you what it is: they
| take the house back to Len King and the stature antiave said today that he has intervened and interfered in the
dignity that he gave to the position. There could not be a&riminal law. Well, thank God he has, and let me go through
greater contrast, as day after day we go through controversgyhat this is really all about, because | totally support his
after controversy with this Attorney-General. | urge all absolute, profound role in a couple of interventions. Let us
members to support this motion. talk about them.
First of all, we stopped McBride, a convicted murderer,
TheHon. M.D. RANN (Premier): Normally—and | absolutely the filthiest piece of work who has been locked
know that members will give me the hush that is needed onp—we stopped him from being let out, and we stood up to
these solemn occasions—a no-confidence motion is movete Parole Board. That is what you are criticising, and we did
after the findings of an inquiry. the same to stop Watson being let out, another murderer and
Members interjecting: molester. Then we went on because we saw that an injustice
The Hon. M.D. RANN: Now, hang on a minute, that is had been done over Nemer. We had the guts, and we were the
the usual procedure. Regarding the inquiry that may or mafirst government ever to knock back Parole Board decisions
not be set up tonight—because apparently some people @m releasing these filthy murderers. We had the guts to do it.
your side do not want a judicial inquiry—you have decidedThat is his interference: to protect the public of South
to actually give the verdict before the inquiry. One canAustralia.

only— Then, on the issue of Nemer, we knew that that was
TheHon. P.F. Conlon: They rush in, shoot, and say, ‘Put wrong. It might have been the law but it was not justice. Of
your hands up.’ course, what happened—and that is why the DPP’s office is

TheHon. M.D. RANN: That's right; they rush in, they so upset with me and the Attorney-General, because we did
shoot and then they say, ‘Put your hands up.” We have hatthe right thing on Nemer—and when we did, they said that
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it would never fly in court. Remember what Rofe said, ‘ltwill ~ We are prepared to go to the same powers as the toughest
never fly in court” But the fact is, that not only was it powers that this opposition agreed to. But, what they have
successful but it was upheld by the Full Court of the Supremeéone is say, ‘No, we are going to have a no-confidence
Court, and then by the High Court of Australia, and that is themotion, because we have run out of questions.’ That is what
difference between us and them, because they were prepaiiet all about: they have run out of questions, and it has been
to let out the likes of McBride. They did not even want thea bit quiet out there, so maybe the TV cameras might pick up
worst killer involved in the ‘family’ killings to be DNA  on a no-confidence motion, involving a bit of noise on both
tested, and that is the difference. sides. | am confident that the result of that no-confidence
Of course, there are other issues. We had the guts to hameotion will be a defeat of it and for the opposition.

an inquiry into the McGee case. Those are our interventions, \when | was first informed of the allegations concerning
those are our interferences, and this Attorney-General hag,e Attorney-General and Mr Randall Ashbourne, | took
more than any Attorney-General in the history of this statejymediate ‘action. That is the thing. The investigation
reversed the trend of softening up the law. That is why he igyolved an inquiry by Mr McCann, advised by the Victorian
disliked in some quarters of the law—because we have, biovernment Crown Solicitor, Ron Beazley, and Mr James
by bit, gone through the criminal law and toughened upjydd, QC, and they said that that there were no reasonable
sentences. He is being criticised for being tough on law angrounds for believing that the Attorney-General’s conduct

order because you are soft on law and order, and that is WR¥as improper or that he breached the ministerial code of
you want to bring him down. conduct.

We heard the grovelling apology of the shadow attorney% Mr McCann was the Leader of the Opposition’s head of

gen%ral yesterday. l\ély adv:]qehtq Lawson QC. is to\,/\}Gohba(i‘ epartment—he was appointed by John Wayne Olsen. The
to what you are good at, which is conveyancing.’ We shou . ;
ha ; . person he got to advise him was the former crown solicitor
ngn\évri]r?ii;[ikgssgtreea"y all about: they are not now the ma of Victoria. The McCann investigation and findings, and all
9 Mr MEIER: | rise on a point of order. Mr Speaker. M the relevant material, were referred to the Auditor-General,
oint of order |s is this thé:ﬁrl Larr anoi Mo Slfrm)ow or.is Y the state’s independent watchdog. They used to shred
![Ohis an urgency'motion’? Y y ’ documents to avoid handing them over to this same Auditor-
) . . General; and it is this same Auditor-General who had to
. ' 1
Pre'l'nf:ieerSPEAKER. Order! Thatis not a point of order. The march through a huge conclave of media to come to this
) parliament to demand the right to be heard. We did not do

Wi tr-:- rr:wea;';gﬁgﬂrh[)eysgsrl:grélhoive? &Zdyia%goguﬁﬁ;,'?snﬂﬂ that: we decided to hand over a_II the materjal to the Auditor-
who more than any other since the Secor,ld World War h enera!, who said, ‘In my opinion, the action that you have
had the guts to toughen up on law and order, rather than tH ken with respect to this matter is appropriate to address all

softly, softly approach of ‘Let them out, open the door—the® the issues that have arisen.” The allegations were later

| o eferred to the anti-corruption branch, and as a result of the
revolving door approach—of the opposition. I am proud tha{nvestigation Mr Ashbourne was charged and subsequently

we have an Attorney-General that stopped McBride frorqtound not guilty in a very short time.
going free. | am proud that we have an Attorney-General who ) .
stopped Watson from being let out. | am proud that we have The prosecution called the Attorney-General to give
an Attorney_Genera' Who Strong'y Suppor‘ted the interventioﬁvujence n that tl’la| Underthe|r duty to the COUI’t—and thIS
over Nemer, because what was done was unjust. | am prodieds to be explained to people who perhaps do not know
that we have an Attorney-General who totally supported agnything about the law—the prosecution could not call the
intervention in the McGee case, because justice is moréttorney-General or any_other witness unless they were of_the
spokesman attacking the air warfare destroyer contract aridvolvement by the Attorney-General, or any suggestion that
the decision by the government to bid for the $6 billion dealhe was not telling the truth about his involvement, then the
The Hon. Rob Lucas apparently, | am told, claimed that thigrosecution c_ould not have callled him to give evidence. This
was some kind of a waste of money. We have had the shadd# the key point. The prosecution not only would not have
Challenge, which is one of the most popular literacy pro/Attorney-General unless they were of the view that he was
grams ever run in our schools and Wh|Ch |S now Supported b? Wlt_neSS Of tl’uth | aISO -gave EVIdEDce as a witness Of tl’uth,
80 per cent of all schools, both public and private. We havés did the Deputy Premier and senior government staff.
had the shadow attorney-general issuing humiliating apolo- The Attorney-General of South Australia has given
gies to my Deputy Chief of Staff. exemplary service as the state’s first law officer. He has had
This is what it is really all about—a diversion away from the guts to be tough on law and order; he has had the guts not
the real issues of the day and an excuse to whinge, whirte hand over to some kind of law reform commission, some
about and denigrate an excellent Attorney-General. But, dkind of milksop group that would say, ‘We know more about
you know what it is really about? It is that the court case thathe criminal law than the parliament, the government or the
was held a few weeks ago did not go the way the oppositiopeople of this state.” He has delivered on a law and order
wanted. There are two words they did not like—not guilty.agenda that has made South Australia a safer place. Crime is
Yet, we are still prepared to have an inquiry, using thedown, according to the official statistics: sentences are up.
toughest powers that were forced upon the previou3he Attorney-General has presided over massive increases
government—the Clayton inquiry—which, of course, theyin resources to the prosecution of crime in this state. Of
now believe is ineffectual. However, it brought down Johncourse, the thing that was so important was the massive
Olsen. Of course, there was also the Anderson inquiry thatidening of DNA testing not only for those convicted but
brought down Dale Baker. also for those charged with offences.
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The DPP’s office (not the DPP himself) has had anLater, when joined by the Attorney-General, there was a
increase of 43 per centin real terms since this Attorneydiscussion about whether this had amounted to a breach of the
General was appointed. Of course, the opposition talke@riminal Law Consolidation Act. There was no discussion
about the relationship with the DPP; | will respect hisby the chief law officer of this state as to whether the
independence but he will respect our independence &ummary Offences Act or the whistleblowers act had been
members of parliament and our duty as ministers of théreached. If the Attorney-General were to look at the
Crown. When he comes out and says things such as that highistleblowers act, he would see that it is quite clear that the
bid had nothing to do with salary, then we had a duty to théAttorney-General, the Treasurer of South Australia and the
public interest to reveal the submission, which was ninePremier of South Australia failed in their duty under that act.
tenths about salary, and everyone knows that. An argument can be put that no penalty applies under that

The state needs the member for Croydon to keep drivingct to a breach of the act, but a penalty does apply, and that
people’s law reform in this state. He has my full support. lis that the Attorney-General is held—as is the Premier and the
was very pleased to sign a contract with the Attorney-Generdlreasurer—to the highest standards of accountability. There
and with Ivy Skowronski on behalf of the people of this stateis no notion before this house that the Attorney-General, the
There were a whole range of things that we promised t&remier or the Deputy Premier can violate any statute of this
deliver and | think we have delivered about 19 of the 21state. The Crown is seen as being a model citizen, and if any
things that were on that compact, and we are proud to havaember of this house fails that test that member should
done so. Before the last election we said that we were goingnswer not only to the house but to the people of South
to reverse the trend of being soft on law and order. RoberAustralia, because it is the most heinous violation of trust.
Lawson and Trevor Griffin were soft on law order; we are  If any member of this house reads the whistleblowers act,
proud to be tough on law and order, and | am proud tat is quite clear. The whistleblowers act says that when

support this Attorney-General. Cressida Wall reported to the Deputy Premier, he had no
Honour able members. Hear, hear! choice under that act but to report that to the Anti-Corruption
Time expired. Branch. He failed to do so. The Attorney-General failed to

give him that advice. He not only failed to do that but he

Mr BRINDAL (Unley): There can be no more serious failed also to report the matter to the Anti-Corruption Branch.
debate that takes place in this house today, and | wonder Bbr that, and for that alone, the Attorney-General stands
some of the antics of those opposite. Sir, | have not interjectyuilty and tainted. | use the words of somebody much more
ed and | ask that my point be heard. The Attorney has, so fagrudite than I: you have tarried in this place too long; get you
as is possible across the divide, been a friend of mine, but thgbne. | call on the Independent members who feign independ-
has nothing to do with the fact that | stand in this place alongnce to vote as they have voted before to uphold the dignity
with my colleagues to demand his resignation, because he hafthis house and truth.
not failed me as a friend but he has failed this house and the An honourable member interjecting:
state of South Australia as Attorney-General. Mr BRINDAL : The member for Mount Gambier can call

I thank God that when | face my judges | will not have ‘Rubbish.’ The citizens of South Australia will hold him to
ninny and nonny to defend me, because the two grandstandecount at the next election, as they will me and as they will
ing performances that we saw defending the Attorneyevery other member of this house.
General of South Australia must go down with infamy in this  Membersinterjecting:
parliament as pathetic. That the Attorney-General is a witness The SPEAKER: Order! The Treasurer is out of order.
of truth was attested to by the courts. Therefore, that th&he question is that the house note grievances. | call on
Premier and the Deputy Premier are also witnesses of truirievances. | need to explain no vote is taken on this under
was attested to by the courts. They appeared for the prosecstanding order 52. At the completion of one hour, the matter
tion. Why then did a jury of 12 ordinary South Australians stands withdrawn.
take less time than it takes to have a cup of tea to find the

whole Crown case not proven—that Randall Ashbourne was STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION
innocent. So much for them as witnesses of truth. Let us
touch on the Attorney-General as chief law officer— TheHon. |.F. EVANS (Davenport): On a point of order,

TheHon.K.O.FOLEY: On a point of order, |move:
Mr Speaker, the member for Unley has just said that the That standing orders be so far suspended as to enable me to move
Premier and | told lies before a court of law. That is thethe notice of motion previously given in relation to the authorisation

; id- i of ministers to appear before a select committee of the Legislative
import of what he said: that we told untruths. I ask him tOCounciI on matters relating to the Attorney-General, Mr Ashbourne

witr%(:]raévb EAKER: Order! | do not believe th ber saig 219 Mr Clarke forthwith.
e - rder 1 do notbelieve the MEmBersald 1o spEAK ER: There being an absolute majority of the

that. He should clarify the point. ;
Mr BRINDAL : No-one interrupted the debate hitherto V101 number of members present, | accept the motion. We
i are dealing with the suspension first.

with points of order; | am not surprised that the Deputy bers interiecting:

Premier would seek to employ that tactic. The point regarding Members mtermcpng. .

the Attorney-General as chief law officer is that, according The S.PEAKI.ER' Does anyone wish to speak to the
to the minutes of a meeting (20 December 2002 abUSPension motion? .

12:30 p.m.) which have been circulated to this house, present | heHon. I.F. EVANS: Yes, sir.

were the Premier and the Treasurer, and they were later Membersinterjecting: _
joined by the Attorney-General. At that meeting: The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Davenport will

The Treasurer advised that his Chief of Staff, Cressida Wall, ha®SUMe his seat.

just told him Randall Ashbourne had spoken to her to find outabout Members interjecting: _
boards and committees for Ralph Clarke. The SPEAKER: Order! The house will come to order.
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TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: They can't even get this tactic be on theHansard record, as would the support of the
right! motion, if that was the wish of the house.

The SPEAKER: The Treasurer is grossly out of orderand  That would be a good thing, because then the Attorney
should sit down immediately or he will be named. Thewould not be able to use his three standard excuses. He would
Treasurer should apologise for that, after the Speaker hamt be able to say, ‘Crikey, I've not heard of the authori-
called the house to order. sation’; ‘I do not know of the authorisation’; or ‘I simply

TheHon. K.O. Foley: | apologise, sir. cannot recall the authorisation.’ | urge the house to support

The SPEAKER: | pointed out that in relation to the the suspension of standing orders so that, if the upper house
earlier matter, the matter of urgency, no vote is taken undetteals with the select committee, the position of the house is
standing order 52. Members should read it. known. This is the only day—the last day of sitting—and the

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: On a point of order, was the only time we can do it—
request for the motion to be in that form so that there was no  TheHon. PF. Conlon: No, it's not. It's because you

vote a request made by the Liberal opposition? buggered it up again—and | will explain why.
The SPEAKER: No. TheHon. |.F. EVANS: This is the most timely, then.
Members interjecting: This is the most opportune time to deal with it because the

The SPEAKER: Order! Members who speak after the other place may be dealing with its motion tonight.

house is called to order will be named. | said that earlierand TheHon. M .J. Atkinson: Time’s up.

I will enforce it. | made the point that, under standing order TheHon. |.F. EVANS: It is 10 minutes, | understood.

52, there is no vote taken on the matter of urgency. The The SPEAKER: The member has made the point and he
matter we are dealing with now is the motion for suspensionis starting to become a little repetitious. Does anyone wish to
Does any member wish to speak either for or against thepeak against the suspension?

suspension?

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Yes, sir. In speaking to this TheHon. PF. CONLON (Minister for Transport): It
procedural motion, | will not hold the house long but | think is very simple why we would oppose the suspension of
itimportant that we suspend standing orders today so that wetanding orders—
can debate authorising ministers to attend a select committee Members interjecting:
if the upper house agrees to establish a select committee The Hon. PF. CONLON: ‘Wah, wah, wah, wah'—when
during its proceedings. There is a notice of motion in thethey are finished. It is very simple, sir—
upper house about establishing a select committee, moved by Mr Brokenshire interjecting:
the Hon. Robert Lawson and, if the legislation that is TheHon. PF. CONLON: It is very simple. What they
attempting to deal with the Ashbourne, Clarke and Atkinsorwant to do is put their debate into government business. We
matter goes the wrong way and is a closed inquiry, an optiohave a lot of trouble getting business through the Legislative
is for the upper house to set up a select committee. Council as it is, which is why they want their debate in

Therefore, we need as a house to deal with this mattegovernment business time. That is what is wrong with this
today so that we can suspend standing orders today and, if theotion—I do not care about the merits of it. What is wrong
house so chooses, can authorise the ministers to attend theith this motion is this—
inquiry, if it is the wish of the upper house to establish it. One  An honourable member interjecting:
of the options for the legislation for the Ashbourne, Clarke TheHon. PF. CONLON: Well, why don't you just listen
and Atkinson inquiry is that it may not be an open inquiry.and | till tell you how you got it wrong again. Here is the
If the government seeks to make it a closed inquiry, a covertruth of the matter. Last week, in one of their stunts, they got
up, then an open select committee is a possibility thatogether all the opposition members and the various people
provides more openness than the government would hie the Legislative Council who are not Labor members and
providing under the other matter. talked about how they were going to force a select committee.

TheHon. P.F. CONLON: On a point of order, the They have known about it for a couple of weeks. If they
honourable member is debating the matter that would comeanted to do this, all they had to do was come in here and
after a suspension, if it were granted. He is not debating thgive notice on Monday to do it in private members’ time,
actual suspension. which would have been appropriate. The fact is that, with

The SPEAKER: | do not believe the member for their usual tactical genius, none of them thought of it until
Davenport has transgressed in that regard, but he needsrniow. We suspend standing orders for good reason, not
focus on the justification for the suspension, and | believe hbecause the opposition are tactical morons. The truth is, sir,
has done that thus far. that if they knew last week they wanted a select committee

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Thank you, Mr Speaker. If the they could have given a notice of motion and they could have
upper house so chooses to establish a select committee, ifisought it on in private members’ time, but they chose not to.
important that that committee has the information availablé&Ve will not suspend government business to cover up the
to it as early as possible. By suspending the standing ordedeficiencies of an opposition in their tactics and strategy.
today and authorising, through the support of the motion, the The house divided on the motion:

ministers to attend that select committee (if it is so estab- AYES (20)

lished), we as a house would be helping to facilitate the Brindal, M. K. Brokenshire, R. L.
information going to the committee at the earliest opportuni- Brown, D. C. Buckby, M. R.

ty. If it is going to be established tonight in another place (and Chapman, V. A. Evans, I. F. (teller)
we do not know that), this is our only opportunity as a house Goldsworthy, R. M. Gunn, G. M.

to deal with a suspension of standing orders so that we can Hamilton-Smith, M. L. J. Kerin, R. G.

then debate a motion about whether the ministers are then  Kotz, D. C. Lewis, I. P.
authorised to be witnesses before that particular committee. Matthew, W. A. McFetridge, D.

Itis important that, if we do suspend standing orders, it would Meier, E. J. Penfold, E. M.
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AYES (cont.) I have included an Italian translation on the back of this letter in
Redmond, I. M. Scalzi, G. case you would like to pass it on to other members of your family.
Venning, I. H. Williams, M. R. What might carry more weight than this condescension
NOES (25) towards the multicultural and indigenous community would
Atkinson, M. J. Bedford, F. E. be more government support for community languages in our
Breuer, L. R. Caica, P. schools and more funding for the development of culturally
Ciccarello, V. Conlon, P. F. (teller) sensitive and linguistically appropriate aged care, especially
Foley, K. O. Geraghty, R. K. important for sufferers of dementia who often lose capacity
Hanna, K. Hill, J. D. in second and subsequent languages. These migrants and
Key, S. W. Koutsantonis, T. Italians have a greater percentage in the ageing population,
Lomax-Smith, J. D. Maywald, K. A. and they have special needs. There is nothing in the letter
McEwen, R. J. O’Brien, M. F. about that, addressing those needs. Instead, at election time,
Rankine, J. M. Rann, M. D. Emperor Mike Maximus Rann appears in his media cloak
Rau, J. R. Snelling, J. J. posturing as the new Dunstan. He tries to manipulate
Stevens, L. Thompson, M. G. multiculturalism as he has tried to do with the regional
Weatherill, J. W. White, P. L. communities, teachers and the health system, but the people
Wright, M. J. know the realities and can see through the rhetoric.
Majority of 5 for the noes. | say to the Premier: you are not a Don Dunstan; you are
Motion thus negatived. the great pretender and you can no longer put smoke over
people’s eyes. Multicultural communities deserve better, and
GRIEVANCE DEBATE he should apologise to all South Australians of migrant

background that have made such a significant economic and
cultural contribution to our multicultural society. This type
MULTICULTURALISM of letter has no place in 2005. It is offensive, and | ask the
. Premier to apologise. | also look forward to an apology from
_ Mr SCALZI (Hartley): On 15 March this year, along he Minister for Multicultural Affairs, because there is no
with a number of other MPs, including the Hon. Carmel

S X . : place in a democratic society and a multicultural community
Zollo, now a minister, and others involved in serving th(i}o put up with this nonsense.

multicultural community, | was honoured to receive an awar

from the Federation and Ethnic Communities’ Councils of Time expired.
Australia for my commitment and contribution to Australian LOCHIEL PARK
multiculturalism—

TheHon. M.J. Atkinson: What about Vini? TheHon. PF. CONLON (Minister for Transport): |

Mr SCALZI: And the member for Norwood was there asrise to speak briefly on two matters. | must say, though, you
well. Today it is with regret that | bring to the attention of the know how some people are light relief: Joe is light-weight
house a matter of the cynical manipulation of multicultural-relief. Joe, | come from a good Irish family and, believe me,
ism. My comments are not directed towards my ALPsome Irish families are not as good as mine.
opponent, the candidate for Hartley, Grace, who, like me, is Mr Scalzi: You are patronising. What about a good
an Australian of Italian background, but rather towards theEnglish family or an Irish family?

Premier who likes to portray himself as the champion of TheHon. PF. CONLON: As soon as Joe manages to
multiculturalism. The mainstream media may not yet becontain his excitement, | would like to speak about something
aware of how he plays on multiculturalism and manipulatesn his electorate. It is a matter of disappointment to me that
the communities, and the ethnic media is too polite. Let méhe member for Hartley has been consistently and repeatedly
give you an example from an endorsement letter sent out igritical of what the government is attempting to achieve at
Italian and English by Premier Rann. It says, of the candidaté:ochiel Park. The people know the history of Lochiel Park.

She is a smart, dedicated person from a good Italian family, antf is a beautiful piece of open space which the former Liberal
with her husband, Miles, is bringing up her daughtewith astrong  government—
sense of what it means to be an Italian. Mr Scalzi: Look at page 3 of the Messenger.

This letter was brought to my attention by several of my TheHon. P.F. CONLON: —I am going to refer to page
constituents who find it offensive. One said, ‘What does it3 of the Messenger, Joe—intended to carve up into residential
say about my family? Does it mean that there are bad Italiaallotments. That was the plan of Joe’s former government.
families?’ Another said, ‘l would never allow a letter like this When we came to government, we set out to do some things.
to go out,’ and | can assure this house that | would not. WhaiVe made a commitment to preserve all the open space and
is the Premier actually implying? Would the Premier write into build a green village where the buildings are now. That is
the same way to other cultural and religious communitiesomething for which we have never been supported by the
stating that the candidate came from a good Aboriginamember for Hartley: he has only criticised. Again, he
family, a good Greek family, a good Jewish family or, criticised us yesterday, alleging that it was a smokescreen of
indeed, a good Chinese, Indian, Dutch or Welsh family—anyome kind and that there was nothing in the budget to do it.
number of diverse backgrounds that we have in SoutBust for the benefit of the member for Hartley, | point out that
Australia? the LMC does it and funds it from revenue of its ongoing

Many see this as patronising and offensive politics and aperations. The master plan will be finished next month, and
cynical misuse of multiculturalism for the Premier’s own then we will go off to consultation with the council and the
political ends. The Premier has turned a normal democraticommunity—as we should. We will build a green village, and
process into a gladiatorial contest. Further, the Premier writese will preserve all of that land that the Liberals wanted to
in his PS: divide up.
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At least | can say this: the project has some very strongide was just numbing—the technology is there. It is a
supporters in the local community. Margaret Sewell is gopular service.
glowing supporter. What we are doing at Lochiel Park—in  To travel 600 kilometres in a train in under three hours is
saving the land, not dividing it up as the Liberals wanted tasomething | had never contemplated. However, even more
and building a green village—is supported by Grace Portoimpressive than their trains are their trams. Five cities in
lesi, the Labor candidate for Hartley, and she is a strongfrance now have these brand-new trams that are manufac-
supporter for what we are doing at Lochiel Park. So, | say taured in France. | took particular interest in them because |
the people of Hartley that they have a very clear decision t&now we will very shortly be taking delivery of new trams,
make at the next election: the current member for Hartleywhich | understand are the Bombardier-style tram. | noticed
who has been critical of what we are attempting to do, ostraightaway a distinct difference between the photographs
Grace Portolesi, the Labor candidate, who has been thorougbf the tram we have purchased and what | was seeing on the
ly supportive of what we are trying to do. | think it is main streets of Bordeaux, Paris, Lyon and several other cities.
important that people are aware that there is a clear case, aB8d, | made some investigations. When | mentioned the
a clear difference between the two. | can guarantee that, if WBombardier tram, they said, ‘Sorry, that's a different class of
are returned, this project will proceed, and we will protecttrain altogether. It is not in the same league as these.’
those parklands forever by law. That is what we will do.  When you have a look, you can soon tell that that is the
Grace Portolesi is a supporter: Joe does not want us to do dase. These trams are within inches of the ground, so you can
The people can make their decision. step in and out of them easily. Not only that, these are
The other thing that | want to talk about is that, apparentlymaximum width trams, and also they do not have split-level
the shadow minister for transport has been to a transpofioors—the floors are flat. Not only that, they turn sharp
conference for a few days and has come back and toldorners. When we turn trams here on North Terrace out of
everyone that there is a correlation between spending on ro&ing William Street, the trams will have to take a huge wide
infrastructure, and road safety and deaths, and some othieend because the trams we have bought are not designed to
things as well. I would like to say two things about that: it is go around corners. When you see these trams, they are small
regrettable that he did not attend the conference while thelyiscuits joined together on concertina hinges. They have been
were in government, and then they might not have given udesigned to run around the heritage streets of these cities, and
8Y2 years of neglect on road infrastructure as compared witthey do it very well.
the massive investment that we have laid down in the | am amazed that, when we have one of the widest
infrastructure plan on road infrastructure. It is regrettable thatorridors available in King William Street and down to
it was only when he got to opposition that he decided to wag@slenelg, we have chosen the narrowest trams available. Why
a week of parliament by going to a conference, becauskave we done that? Because they can be delivered before the
maybe such information might have better informed theirelection. Do you know why? Because no-one else wants
approach. them. We got on the end of a Victorian order for trams they
My thoughts are with the relatives of the victim who was did not want. They let us have these trams, and in their place
killed on Bakewell Bridge very recently. It is a project that they have purchased the French trams—the trams we ought
we are committed to doing in this government. It is some+to have bought. Politics aside, that concerns me. | was told,
thing that | would otherwise not have mentioned except foflf you're not very careful, in buying these trams you will
the silly attacks by the shadow spokesperson for transpottock yourself into narrow trams for the life of your system.’
What disturbs me is that, while we are committed to doind have been trying but have been unsuccessful in getting an
that, the Liberal Party has preselected, in the seat of Ashforénswer to this question. If we have locked ourselves into
the person who is leading the campaign for us not to proceatharrow trams with a long wheel base and ridgey floors which
with those works. So, do not come in here and talk the talks too high to get in and out of, | will be very concerned.
about spending more on infrastructure and then have your | have gone back and looked at the Public Works Commit-
pre-selected candidate campaign to prevent us from repairinge papers, but the reports are not mentioned there, and | will
one of the worst safety spots in South Australia. We willcertainly be asking further questions in the Public Works
proceed with the Bakewell Bridge but, again, the people o€Committee. These trams are noisy. When these trams go
Ashford can make a decision between a Liberal Party thadround corners, because they cannot turn easily, there is this
says one thing and runs candidates who do another, andnaise factor. | do not know what price was paid, but the
Labor government that is committed to laying down roadBombardier tram is probably cheaper. However, we have a
infrastructure. tram that no-one else wanted. We have a narrow tram, and we
have the widest corridors. We have a tram which is high and
PUBLIC TRANSPORT which does not have a flat floor. If we bought a tram purely
because it can be delivered before the next state election, |
Mr VENNING (Schubert): As most members would il be very upset. No wonder people become very cynical.
know, | have just returned from a quick trip to Europe as thg applauded the government for buying new trams. It was a
invited guest of the international wine industry. Whilst I was good idea, and | supported that. But, heavens above! For
away, | took the opportunity to investigate several issuegolitical reasons, we have gone and bought the wrong tram,
which have direct relevance here in South Australia. One ofnd | hope it does not lock us into narrow trams forever. It is
those areas that particularly took my interest was publig disgrace.
transport. One needs to visit Europe to learn one startling
fact, namely, that in the area of public transport the world has BIRTHING SERVICES
left us behind. In France, | was in total awe of their trains,
trams and electric buses. Their TGV train is absolutely TheHon.L.STEVENS (Minister for Health): | would
unbelievable—to be sitting in a train doing almost 300 km/h Jike to talk about two matters, the first being birthing services
hearing absolutely nothing and having an absolutely smootim Gawler. | want to put on the record an assurance | gave at
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a public meeting less than two months ago that birthingpositions only two could be genuinely considered to be
services would be maintained in Gawler and that women imew—the executive director of mental health and the
Gawler can be confident of having their babies delivered agxecutive director of primary health care. The cost of these
their local hospital. Over the last month since the publidwo posts has been compensated for by the deletion of posts
meeting, there has been an extensive follow-up with thelsewhere in the system.
doctors by the Department of Health, and | am told that The Hon. Dean Brown interjecting:
during that time those doctors gave every indication of a The SPEAKER: | warn the deputy leader!
promising resolution to the issue. | am disappointed in the TheHon. L. STEVENS: The chief executive of the
decision of one of the obstetricians to resign when hiCentral Northern Adelaide Health Service has told me that he
contract ends at the end of the year, because they are vegyconfident that this new structure will deliver an approxi-
good jobs and both doctors have been offered an extremehately 25 per cent reduction in senior management posts
attractive package that covered all the issues they had raiseglithin his organisation. | repeat: there has been no increase
Gawler residents can be assured of our commitment tput a reduction, a decrease, in the number of salaried posts
provide safe working conditions for all our health profession-worth more than $100 000 in the region. | am also assured
als. The department has responded to the doctors’ safety atitht the board is committed to reducing the cost of manage-
workload concerns, and recruitment of a third obstetrician tenent. Further savings will be made over the course of the
service the growing Gawler area is already under way—angext year as the number of middle managers in the
we will be stepping that up now in the light of the resignation.organisation is reduced, with more responsibility being
I recognise that it is everyone’s right to choose to acceptlevolved to front line clinicians.
or reject an offer of employment, but | must say that itis  Time expired.
disappointing that contract negotiations have been played out
publicly in the media. This has caused a great deal of GAWLER RIVER JUNCTION, PEDESTRIAN
unnecessary alarm and distress for women planning to use BRIDGE
birthing services at the Gawler hospital, and it has under-
mined confidence and caused instability in the community. TheHon. M.R. BUCKBY (Light): I rise today to speak
I would like to reiterate that there is no secret agenda and nen an issue that is affecting some students at the Gawler
intention of removing birthing services from the Gawler Primary School. This issue has been around for a while. It
hospital—in fact, the reverse is the case; we wish to improvénvolves a pedestrian and cyclist bridge at the Gawler River
the services. Junction. The Gawler Primary School sits across from the
I would also like to add that a great deal of hard work hasSouth Para River. Many of the children who attend the
been done in good faith to see this issue resolved, despitéawler Primary School come from Gawler West and have to
some regrettable hold-ups. | would like to acknowledge, ircross the South Para River to gain access to the school. The
particular, the work of the Gawler Health Service board, théridge has been determined to be unsafe according to the
members of which, | should point out to those who criticise,Survey of Safe Routes to School and, as | understand, by
volunteer their time to do a very difficult job in managing the other parties. This is an important issue for children who
health service—doing these contracts and working throughross the river from Gawler West. | understand that funds
these issues. were set aside by the Gawler Council, BikeSouth and
I would also like to say that we will be stepping up our TransAdelaide in May 2004—14 months ago—yet still no
recruitment efforts for obstetricians to ensure that thesaction has been taken on this issue.
services continue, and | will be working, not with people like | call on the Minister for Transport to investigate what
the deputy leader but with people like the Mayor of Gawler,progress has been made regarding this pedestrian and cyclist
Tony Piccolo, and his organisation, as well as the Gawlebridge, because at this stage there is no sign of any action
Health Service board and people in the community to ensurieeing taken on this issue. This bridge is important not only
that these services continue. to students but to other people in Gawler West who use it to
On the other matter, | would like to respond to somecross the South Para River to gain access to the Gawler
misrepresentations that were made by the deputy leader of thbops. As | have said, this issue is important because of the
opposition yesterday about the Central Northern Adelaidéevel of risk of injury to small children and others who use
Health Service. His comments are typical in that he alway#his transport corridor. So, | call on the minister to undertake
tries to put a bad light on a good thing, and he continues witlsome investigations to see exactly where this project is at and
those comments in the face of their being refuted in thevhen it will be completed.
media; however, we have come to know that that is the way Having listened to the Minister for Health’s contribution,
the deputy leader works. | cannot allow the time that has been allotted to me to go by
The establishment of metropolitan regions is a positivevithout expressing my disappointment that Gawler has lost
move for the health system in South Australia, and is alreadipr Cave interstate because of the department’s inability to
leading to efficiencies—not creating inefficiencies, as themeet the deadline for the renewal of his contract and that of
deputy leader attempted to assert yesterday. The 61 new poBis Rattray. Negotiations have been going on for some
referred to yesterday by the deputy leader are not addition@2 months, and it is a sad indictment on the department that
posts; these positions replace the previous managemethis matter has not been settled. When this contract came up
structure of the nine separate health units and services thiair renewal last time, the matter was settled in five months,
make up the Central Northern Adelaide Health Service. but this time it has taken 22 months. This is not the fault of
For example, the five hospital CEO posts have beethe minister. | think the minister has only been aware of this
abolished and, instead, there is now one executive director afiatter for a short time, and she is doing all that she can to
acute services across all the units; the five general managensure that these medical services are retained in Gawler.
posts are not additional to but, in effect, replace the deputy However, the fact is that these negotiations should have
CEO roles that the main hospitals had. In fact, out of these 6fieen completed a long time ago. If that had been done,
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Gawler would have been able to keep Dr Cave. We are now We have a situation in Australia where, even though
left with having to get two obstetricians to come to Gawler.public polling indicates that the community would be
As there is a shortage of obstetricians and gynaecologistgepared to forgo tax cuts to allow governments to address
Australia-wide, the government will be facing quite aoutstanding social needs, the neo-conservatives of the
challenge to gain the services of two doctors, because doctaroward government and the right wing commentariat in this
with these specialist skills are being sought right acrossountry portray tax cuts as an unequivocal social good.
Australia. It is a sad indictment on the department that thi®Whereas the Europeans, as evidenced by the French rejection
contract has not been signed, and the women of Gawler hawd the EC referendum, are able to consider issues such as the
lost the brilliant skills of Dr Cave. level of taxation against a conceptual framework of the type

Time expired. of society they wish to have, in Australia and other so-called
Anglo-Saxon societies the legacy of Ronald Reagan and
Margaret Thatcher is still a potent force within the parties of
DISABLED, FUNDING the right and large sections of the media.

Mr O’BRIEN (Napier): Today | would like to talk The economist John Kenneth Galbraith, in his landmark

briefly about several interrelated topics: a morning | spent ladt00k The Affluent Society, described a situation in the United
week at Elizabeth Special School; the impact having @tates that now applies equally to Australia—that of a society
profoundly disabled child has on the family life of my comprising private affluence and public squalor. | believe, in
personal assistant, Peter Hoppo, and his wife Anita; the calight of calls by many groups within our society for greater
for additional funding by David Holst and the group he hasPublic funding, not least those representing the most vulnera-
established, Dignity for the Disabled; and the recent cuts t§!€ in our society, the disabled, that we as a community

personal taxation that became effective, coincidentally, on thehould be seriously addressing the question of what percent-
day | visited Elizabeth Special School. age of the gross domestic product should be committed to the

Peter Hoppo and his wife Anita have a severely disableclgj)UbIIC good.
elder son who suffers from profound autism. The plight of
Peter and Anita in caring for their son has been the feature of
a story by Rex Jory ifThe Advertiser. | previously met with
David Holst at Peter’s instigation, because Peter's and
David’s situations are not dissimilar. Last week, again at
Peter’s instigation, | visited Elizabeth Special School where SITTINGSAND BUSINESS
Peter's son is enrolled. At the school I met with a large PR .
number of mothers who, while absolutely lauding the TheHon. K.0. FOLEY (Dgputy Pr.emler). | move:
facilities of the school and the level of care provided by the_, ZTS?Tt]the house atits rising adjourn until Monday 12 September
staff, recounted to me the difficulties they face day in and day o )
out caring for a profoundly disabled child. Their difficulties ~ Motion carried.

were not dissimilar to those of Peter and Anita or David
Holst. CITRUSINDUSTRY BILL

These mothers with whom | had morning tea at Elizabeth
Special School wish for more respite care to give them a
break and allow them a little free time to engage in the type
of activities that most husbands and wives and families take
for granted. They were all fearful for the future, for the time . .
when their child would not be able to attend school. They TheHon. R.J. MCEWEN: | move:
could see the balance of their own lives consumed with the That the Legislative Council's amendments be agreed to.
day in, day out care of a disabled offspring. It was a concern gladly indicate our concurrence with all but one of the
that David Holst expressed to me and one with which | caramendments. Amendments Nos 1 to 5 further beef up the
certainly empathise. | said that my visit to Elizabeth Speciamaximum penalty in relation to a number of matters under the
School coincided with the day on which the first round of taxcitrus act, and | emphasise the maximum penalty. There are
cuts took effect, that is, the $41.57 a week or nearly $2 10@normous risks in the biosecurity area across the nation and
a year additional to the take-home pay of Australia’s ton this state in particular, as we have recently experienced
income earners. This is the nub of the matter. with citrus canker in Queensland. To that end, | think that it

Like David Holst, the mothers at Elizabeth Special Schools a possible signal to the horticultural community that we
want assistance in the care of their disabled childrenyill take breaches in relation to the act in relation to bio-
particularly in the years ahead when their offspring may nosecurity seriously. To that end, | am happy to support the
be able to spend a great deal of the day outside the homamendments that beef up the penalties.

They also realise that the capacity of organisations like the | indicate reluctant support for the amendment No. 6. This

Autism Association to provide this assistance is limited, ands to review the act after three years, rather than six. | was
they believe that there should be an expanded role fdnoping to send a more positive signal to the community

government. These mothers are also realistic enough twhich has spent a number of years now debating this issue
realise that these tax cuts make such an outcome moed length and looking for some certainty going forward. |

difficult to obtain. Substantial tax cuts for high income believed in the original proposition | presented to this house
earners are at the expense not only of low income earnerstlaat six years was the level of certainty, with the appropriate
fact highlighted by Kim Beazley, but also at the expense ofeview time. | acknowledge, though, that that is not shared
those members of the community such as the parents of th®y our colleagues in another place. They would prefer the
disabled who need government assistance. review to be after three years. Rather than drag out the

Consideration in committee of the Legislative Council's
mendments.
(Continued from 6 July. Page 3167.)
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debate, | indicate our reluctant acceptance of that sixtfor the industry. | would particularly like to thank the citrus
amendment. growers of SA, the board members and those people who
Mr WILLIAMS: | am pleased that the minister is worked on the steering committee to enable the industry to
accepting the amendments made in the other place. | will veryvork together to come up with common solutions that they
briefly talk about amendment No. 1, which does concern meaw as the way forward for their industry. This is very much
a little. | expressed my view that | do not know that thean industry-driven result, and | am very pleased that the
industry has done itself any great favours by going down thi®pposition has supported the legislation. | thank opposition
path. To be quite honest, | do not think giving the boardmembers for their support.
additional powers, in fact powers to do virtually anything it | would also like to thank all the growers who participated
sees fit, will help the industry at all. That amendment, as thé the survey which was undertaken in the early days and
minister has acknowledged, has been put in in the other plaeehich involved the 840 registered citrus growers. Just over
and the government is accepting it. | guess we get to live witd00 citrus growers returned those surveys, and there was
that. overwhelming support for the retention of legislation in some
The only other amendment | will comment on is amend-form. However, the overall view was that the roles and
ment No. 6, the one that the minister has just commented ofunctions of the board needed to be narrowed and more
Itis one that did concern me, but | did not make any commenfocused on industry development, bio-security, food safety
about this aspect of the bill when it was before the house lastnd information gathering. It has been a lengthy exercise but
time. The original clause said that the bill had to be reviewedt has been a good one, in that the industry has come to this
within six years. It did not say that it had to be reviewedconclusion and has developed this bill, which it believes is
during that sixth year, which was a little open ended. Ofthe way in which it needs to see its industry managed in this
course, we could have sat here and hoped that it would t&tate into the future.
reviewed much earlier. | am delighted that the other place has The citrus industry is experiencing some difficulties at the
moved an amendment to ensure that it is reviewed withimoment, particularly in the juice area. This new citrus act will
three years, and | am sure that the review will take place ienable the Citrus Board to get on with dealing with the
that third year. | am as equally delighted that the minister hasesearch and development issues and providing opportunities
acceded to the wishes of the other place. for sharing information with the citrus industry to ensure that
TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: | also rise to offer my it can maximise opportunities that arise in the future. | am
support to the amendments moved in the other place. In doingery supportive of this legislation, and | commend everyone
so, I would like to clarify some of the comments of memberwho has worked so hard in the industry to make it happen,
for MacKillop in relation to amendment No. 1. My concern including those who attended public meetings and those who
also was that this amendment was very broad, but | haveade submissions with respect to the process.
received advice from the minister that this is not the case and, Motion carried.
in actual fact, it clarifies an existing provision within the act
and does not expand the roles any further. PARLIAMENTARY SUPERANNUATION (SCHEME
| understand that this amendment was moved as a result  FOR NEW MEMBERS) AMENDMENT BILL
of an issue raised by Mr Ted Angove of Waikerie, who is a ) o ) o )
citrus grower and a citrus grower of some note. Mr Angove Consideration in committee of the Legislative Council’s
felt that, in exercising some of its functions, the board mayamendments.
be undertaking work that could be on sold to other industries (Continued from 6 July. Page 3177.)
in areas such as entomology and the like, and that the board ) )
in doing so should be able to seek remuneration as such. | heHon. K.O. FOLEY: I move:
Whilst this amendment certainly clarifies it, it expands upon ~ That the Legislative Council's amendments be agreed to.
the functions of the board listed under item (j) in the func- Mr WILLIAMS: The opposition is delighted to hear that
tions, but it does not do any more than expand: it does ndhe government is supporting the very sensible amendments
increase the role. made in the other place.
The penalties are maximum penalties. Certainly, it is the Motion carried.
intention of this act to assist in industry development rather
than be a policing act, and these penalties relate to the HERITAGE (HERITAGE DIRECTIONS)
provision of information. The maximum penalty up to AMENDMENT BILL
$5 000, | can support. The final amendment, amendment ) o ) o )
No. 6, talks about the time for when a review would be Consideration in committee of the Legislative Council's
required. amendments.
As the Minister for Agriculture, Food and Fisheries (Continued from 6 July. Page 3167.)
mentioned, | would have preferred (as would many in the ) .
industry) to give the incoming board the opportunity to have TheHon. ‘]D '__” LL:] move.
one complete term without having to go into the review That the Legislative Council’'s amendments be agreed to.
process, because we have been through four years of revielWsndicate, for the benefit of the committee, that three
and four years of working through these issues. The industrgmendments were moved in the other place. Two amend-
has worked extremely hard. The existing board has been iments were moved by, | think, the Democrats and one was
a holding pattern for much of that time and has been stymiethoved on my behalf. We support all the amendments, and |
somewhat in being able to get on with its job. We havecommend the legislation to the committee. | thank all those
undertaken a very extensive consultation process. who participated in the debate in both houses and the officers
I would like to take the opportunity to commend everyoneof the department for their assistance with the legislation.
in the citrus industry who has participated in the process of Mr WILLIAMS: Once again, | would like to indicate the
reviewing this legislation and working towards a new futureopposition’s agreement with the amendments that were made
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in the other place, and | am delighted that the government haeerpetrate them do not have access to or knowledge of the

agreed to them. Wiltjas, or other totems and symbols of authority, seniority
Motion carried. and responsibility in the tribes from which they believe they
have come. Those remarks about Aboriginal people are not
CHILDREN'SPROTECTION (KEEPING THEM made out of any disrespect whatever for the knowledge base
SAFE) AMENDMENT BILL and values of Aboriginal people other than that they militate
against the reasonable, fair and just upbringing of the child
Adjourned debate on second reading. in its best interest in the 21st century, where we all live in a
(Continued from 6 July. Page 3174.) global village.

o Clause 4 goes on and refers to things such as the need to

Mr LEWIS (Hammond): The legislation that comes encourage, preserve and enhance the child’s sense of racial,
before us in the form that has been drafted by the governmege child’s sense of ethnic, the child’s sense of religious, and
is pretty much a part of the new twee language: it is not reallyhe child’s sense of spiritual and cultural identity. The child
about plain English but, rather, about plain politics. Thegoes not have any of those things, if you are a sociologist,
Ianguage that IS Used IS a statement Of emotive att|tude motﬁ]less they are imparted by parents and/or Other peop'e from
than of what the law ought to say. the same background. They are not innate; they are imparted.

The so-called fundamental principles are a classiq\ny scientist who has studied sociology will tell you that. So,
illustration of the point that | make—not all of it, but in the Ou cannot encourage them to respect traditions and values
main that is what it is. It says that we must, in the course opf g community when, in fact, what is really meant is the
the legislation, care for children in a way that allows them toethnic ghetto. Itis not a community, and it is improper to use
reach their full potential. That is an object of the act, and tasych a term, because ‘community’ does not imply what |
keep them safe from harm is also an object of the act. Yet, ihelieve the government wants to imply. Indeed, new section
you are going to have children develop to their full potential.4(4)(c) is at odds with the other stated objectives in a fashion
the one thing that you do not want to do is subject them to they which | have already referred and, equally, paragraph (e)
bigotry that can and does arise in some subsets of society at odds with the ‘child’s best interests’, to which new
which may well be described by the politically correct as thesubsection (4) refers, in providing:

culture of the family of the child. . ) the undesirability of interrupting the child’s education or
The family’s culture has nothing necessarily to do with theemployment unnecessarily.

background from which the forebears of the child, noYisyq, take a child to participate in what its parents claim is

necessarily the parent, the grandparents or great-grandparer; sv heritage. then vou are unnecessarily interrupting its
may have come. It has nothing whatever to do with that uypsy ge, 4 Y Ling

. . S ; . . education in the formal sense, and you are interrupting its
Indeed, in many instances it is a fairly romantic notion of

! . X capacity to become effectively and usefully employed, to
what might have been in the minds of people today when theyiain 5 jife that will enable it to earn for itself a living, and
contemplate the country of origin of one or more of the

. e to support the children whom it may have when it becomes
forebears once removed, in consequence of which, if we hag.‘ pp y

d hild here in thi . f hatis. the chil adult. I do not particularly mind new subsection (5) in that
afSu aneseck:] : feretl)nt Is society odour_s,t alt Is, the Cbl ause other than that the child ought to be placed with an
of parents whose forebears were predominantly in num boriginal family that meets all the criteria for any other
from the Sudan, there would be some really quaint an mily when placement is under contemplation.
indeed, ridiculous improper practices to which the child also draw attention to new subsection (6)(f), which
would then be properly in law subjected. e

- . provides:
I could name a number of other similar regional back-

; . . (6) A child who is placed or about to be placed in alternative care. . .
grounds from which folk have migrated to this country, but (f)  ifthe childis in alternative care and under the guard-

I'will go even further than that and say that there are some ianship, or in the custody, of the minister—is entitled
historically invalid but nonetheless strongly advocated views to regular review of the child’s circumstances and the
of people who have some Irish blood, some Aboriginal blood arrangements for the child’s care.

and some other blood in their DNA, arguing that what theywell, that does not happen now. The department of FAYS,
are doing to their children, or teaching their children, is inas it used to be known, and CYFS as it is now known, is the
keeping with the cultural traditions of one or more of thebiggest bodgie outfit going in my experience in that regard.
tribes from which their forebears as Aborigines may havdndeed, it has been, in recent time, largely populated with
come. people who have been appointed to those posts, mostly
I find it particularly ridiculous in this part of the legislation without rigour, and without adequate or appropriate qualifica-
to contemplate the continued practice of sexual mutilationtions, more by their political peers than by people of profes-
| am talking about the sexual mutilation of males in this casesional competence in the roles to which they have been
which is a practice of several tribes in the history of Abori-appointed. The way in which they have behaved clearly
ginal occupation of this continent that is still said to be partillustrates the truth of what | am saying in that respect and,
of the appropriate initiation of those boys who are to becomeluring the course of the committee stage of the bill, it might
men. be appropriate for me to ask the minister some questions that
I do not think that this parliament ought to continue with will illustrate the points | am making. | will ask them now in
such double standards. It has banned the sexual mutilation tife hope that the minister will address them. | see the minister
females by separate legislation but does not ban the sexualin the chamber; | thought for a moment that he had left.
multilation of males where that mutilation is a practice thatis | need to know from the minister by what authority the
in keeping with the culture of one or more of the forebears ofCYFS social workers make and continue to keep a girl a ward
the boy. | want to ensure that this house and the people @f the state when, by their own admission in the Youth Court
South Australia at large know that | am opposed to suclon 13 February last year—and the case notes reference is
practices, especially where those people who seek 103/3476—there are no ongoing concerns of domestic
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violence, nor are there even any allegations of emotional or If time had permitted me, | would have liked to have gone
any other kind of abuse against the lass’s father, who ithrough the summary of the CYFS concerns expressed by
allowed only a few hours of supervised contact every weekKaren Harris, untested and incapable of being tested in the
I would like the minister to discover and explain how acourt. They would not stand up in a court of law because
father—indeed the father in this case, in regard to whonthere is no evidence to back up many of them. But, time does
CYFS conceded in the Youth Court on 13 February last yeamot allow me to do that. | have outlined the queries | want
that there were not even any allegations of emotional abuse-answered. | equally challenge the ongoing capacity of the
can have his child kept from his care and placed in the cardepartment to discharge the responsibilities under the present
of the minister, with access being given to the motherdaw and these proposed changes to the law. There needs to be
partner, against whom FAYS at the time, now CYFS,a fair amount of clean-out undertaken within that department
confirmed there was physical abuse of a child—and enjoypefore it is even fit to look after dogs, leave alone children.
in the company of that mother and her partner, unsupervisdtgives me no joy whatever to have to tell the house that that
overnight contact with that girl, especially since that is inis my view of some of the people who have been employed
direct contravention of Family Court orders? as professionals in the service of the state in that department.

| would like the minister to help me by explaining why ~ Time expired.
since 2003 and the Family Care Meeting, and since the child )
was made a ward of the state and placed sometimes in foster Df MCFETRIDGE (M orphett): | will not keep the house
care, the father has been given no family preservation plan t?o long. The shadow minister (the member for Heysen) has
that department, nor has he been advised what he must dodgne an excellent job presenting the opposition’s points of
see his child returned to his care, whilst a CYFS Confirmed’ieW on this matter. The shadow minister has indicated that
child abuser, partner of the mother, is allowed by CYFS tgve Will not be opposing the bill, although there are some
continue having ongoing overnight contact with that girl? matters of concern. As shadow minister for volunteers and
local government, | have concerns in relation to one particular

how FAYS, now CYFS, can explain its continued position matter. As the shadow minister said in her second reading

even though the department has assessed the father as poSRGECT: We in South Australia have a proud record of
VvoRinteering. We have one of the highest levels of volunteer-

o il o ne o an hat domestc ioerce 12 1helng per apta( ik we have about 480 00 n o), and
minister needs to check out what | believe is the only reaso ey contribute about $3 b'”'oﬂ in kind to thg state's econ-
that CYFS has for denying contact with the father in thisom- ! know the government will not do anything to damage
matter, that is, that the father has made threats to CYFS abotu}}IS position, but we do ne_ed to be well aware that there is
taking this case to the minister, to the media and to membefncern out there that the imposts now being put on volun-
of parliament. That is an allegation in a letter from Karentcersin all organisations to comply with codes of conduct is

Harrison of Woodville CYFS on 10 June this year, where sht?"’“/Ing a det_nm_e_ntal effect. . .
states their concerns. | have significant concern about section 8C, which

. . Rrovides:
Those concerns are just that. They are merely expressions Thi ) y isation th
of opinion; they are very subjective and very rhetorical, and ' "'S Section applies to an organisation that—

. 4 2 (a) provides health, welfare, education, sporting or recrea-
there is no evidence for them. They are in direct contra- tional, religious or spiritual, child care or residential

| would also like the minister to tell me, and the house,

vention, in some instances, to the statements which have been services wholly or partly for children; and
made by people far more expert than any social worker or (b) is a government department, agency or instrumentality,
field worker of CYFS who has had contact with the father or a local government or non-government agency.

and the mother. Indeed, quite clearly, the bias of these radicahe issue of police checks is one | strongly support. | have
left-wing running dogs that are sympathetic to the ALP’s leftno problem with people checking my background; | have
working in CYFS who are anti-male, anti-man and boy, innothing to hide. As a member of the Rotary Club and having
their approach to their responsibilities are allowed to continugyorked with some of the other organisations in my electorate,
doing as they please without question, against the interestsvould be more than happy to have my history checked out
and the rights of the child and the father, to contest theompletely. | hope the code of conduct that will need to be
subjective judgments and the rhetorical statements of thoggut in place will not be like those proposed under the
workers. It seems to me that there is some kind of a factionakecreational (Limitation of Liabilities) Bill, which had to be
allegiance between those people and members of the ALEhanged in this place, where emergency legislation was
left, both within this parliament and outside it. It is regret- introduced to put waivers back into sporting codes of conduct
table, in consequence, that children and men must suffer jugdr insurance purposes. This bill is far more important,
because of that bigotry and prejudice. because it deals with the safety of our children. So, we expect
If this legislation says that that is the kind of culture—andthat some of the $210 million in funding the minister said will
it appears that it can be defined as a culture—to whictpe putin over five years will be given to assist organisations,
children of either sex should be subjected, as described particularly sporting and recreational organisations, and local
clause 4, then God help us, because the department cann@eyernment, to form codes of conduct to make sure that they
and the minister does not seem to, understand. The next tinae able to comply with all aspects of this legislation, which
a parent comes to me—a woman or a man—with claimgve do support. | will flag one anomaly about which my office
about the subjective way in which field workers in Commun-has been alerted and which we are investigating, that is,
ity, Youth and Family Services have behaved or, morgpolice record checks.
accurately, misbehaved, in an unprofessional way, it will not  If you have been charged with an offence against children
be the first time. That is very unfortunate for the children andut you are then committed under the Mental Health Act, it
for the mental health of the parent who has been so impropeis my understanding that the original charge (and it could be
ly and unjustly treated. something as serious as paedophilia) is then not recorded on
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a police record. If that is the case it is a very serious issuéf this 14-year old girl has been conned into this relationship
How many people out there, how many foster parents anty this sleazy, low-life individual and, for some bizarre
volunteers, have slipped through the system? | guarantee thaason, she thinks she is in love with him, she is not going to
99.99 per cent of people out there in those situations are updge a complaint with the police. The police might arrest
front and there are no problems, but if even just one gethim on some evidence that they gain, but when it goes to
through the system that is one too many. court the girl is going to be a reluctant witness. | rang the
The whole direction of this legislation is to protect our police officer involved in the investigation and he basically
children and | will do everything | possibly can to support thesaid, ‘Look Mark, | am sorry but there is not much we can do.
government in this. | feel very strongly about this issue andyVe can arrest him and charge him, but even before we get to
as well as supporting the recreational sporting organisationsourt it will be thrown out because she is a reluctant witness.
and local government to get their codes of conduct in plac&Ve cannot make her stand up in court and make her testify
and have the police checks carried out, we need to make suagainst this person.’
that those checks are 100 per cent thorough and that not one To me and to this mother and, | would guarantee, to the

person who should notbe ina pOSition of care with Childrer\/ast majority of the Community, particu]aﬂy this group called
gets through the net. On that point | will leave it to the parents Who Want Reform, this is totally unacceptable. To
minister; | see he is making notes over there and | trust thaiis credit, the policeman—and | commend him for this—
he will examine this, because it is a very serious situation anglpproached this male person and, from what | understand,
one that we need to look at. frightened the hell out of him, telling him that if this girl ever
lodged a complaint in the future, he would be gone. | do not
Mr GOLDSWORTHY (Kavel): |, too, am pleased to  know whether that had any effect on this person, but this lass
make a relatively brief contribution. I do not want to hold up 55 living in squalor. This low-life and his brother were
the house unnecessarily on this issue, but I think it ishacked up in this flat with this 15-year-old lass who ended
important to raise a couple of spec_lflc issues that have quitgy leaving school and getting a part-time job working on a
prominently come to my attention in my electorate. As thecheckout at the local Coles supermarket to support these two

member for Heysen, the shadow minister, put very well lasfysers and, from what | am told, FAYS said that she is not at
night, our position is that we support the general thrust of the,5m.

legislation, but we do have some reservations about a number

of issues and we will look to address these as the Iegislatiog
0

passed through the house.

The mother of this lass made every effort to keep in
ntact with her daughter because she did not want to lose

o . , . . _her. She went around to the flat, and she said that it was an
The name of this bill is the Children’s Protection (Keep'ngabsolute pig sty. To compound this saga, the police found

Them Safe) Amendment Bill 2005, and there have been tWgome marijuana growing in the flat, but these two low-lifes

\?vprﬁféfrllclIestfgristt(??tggarreer\]/tizggvrﬁiﬁ(i)sTeert(t)hseeeHE)nne %t:guﬁ;:@/ the blame on the lass because the penalty for cultivating
P ' : P annabis is less for a minor. So, these two guys were using

Key (the issue was initially raised with her), and the Oldand abusing this young girl. Thank goodness, there is a

E@Jastiopnec\)/\?rlleerza}[/ﬁe 'nl\f_sgg?t%? d agguristgfrg:eg' Jitvc\;vriz ighter side to this story. The young lass eventually came to
y 9 er senses and with her mother’s help, encouragement and

mothgr, a F“Other who was on her own, deudeq to take Oéupport—something which the department either was not
and live with a 28-year old male. | was not privy to how

strong their relationship was, or how the household ratﬁ)repared to do or could not do at the time (I hope this

between the mother and daughter, but | formed a reasona?légglsm“on goes some way towards rectifying situations such

favourable opinion of the mother. Although mothers an this)—she finally came around to the realisation that she
P - Although | as totally wasting her life with this person and his no-hoper
daughters of that age do clash from time to time—and m

2 . : . rother, so she left and returned to live with her mother. So,

family is starting to experience that W|th_ our 13-year Oldeventually it became a good news story.
daughter, who is becoming reasonably wilful and the like— . ‘ )
this girl decided to leave home and live with this 28-year old This young lass who 1S nowiaged 17 reahses that she has
male. Obviously, a process took place whereby this |as%asted two years of her life. It |s_absolute_ly d]sgraceful that
became acquainted with this male, and he gained her trust {8€ 12ws that we make and try to improve in this place are not
the point where he convinced her to come and live with him&nough to protect a vuinerable 14 or 15-year-old girl. | wrote

The mother went to the police, who basically said that® (€ previous minister (Hon. Steph Key) and | received a
they could not do anything about it. They said that they would©ftl¥: Softly placatory response offering the mother some
go round to where they were living and make sure that th§oUnselling. What an insult to this woman who was going

daughter was not being exposed to any harm. Well, what i§rough all this grief, anguish and anxiety day in and day out
the definition of harm? The police questioned both thd® S&: ‘We can't do anything about your daughter; it's all

daughter and the male and were told that the relationship did@t that she has shacked up with this bloke and is having

not involve any sexual activity. However, this girl was S€*—We can‘t_do :’;mythl_ng about that—but_ we will give you
attending school at the time and her friends found a note j§OMe counselling.” Thatis absolutely unbelievable. However,
her locker describing the activities in which she and this 2885 | said, there is a happy ending to this story. Notwithstand-
year old male were engaging—and it was clear from this notid &ll the anguish, grief and anxiety that has been caused to
that there was some fairly strong sexual activity going onthis woman, her daughter has realised that this guy is a total
The mother provided this evidence to FAYS, who basically©S€™—

said that they were sorry but there was nothing they could do. TheHon. M.R. Buckby: A dipstick.

The police said the same thing because, as we all know, Mr GOLDSWORTHY: —a dipstick, as the member for
the law is that the complaint has to be made by the person thaght says—and she has gone back to her mother. What is
offence is being perpetrated against. The mother cannot gging to happen to the next 14, 15 or 16-year-old lass on
to the police and lodge the complaint; the daughter has to, buthom this creep decides to prey? | ask the minister: what can
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we do to stop creeps like this taking advantage of vulnerable If you times that out by 46 for the rest of us here, plus the
young lasses? other place, plus all those other examples that never come to

TheHon. JW. Weatherill: Lets send him to gaol light, are never brought up with a member of parliament or
without evidence. Let's just lock him up. Why don’t we sendsomeone else who can represent them in the community,
the police around there and lock him up? For God’s sakghere must be literally thousands and thousands of problems
you're a lawyer. out there like this. As | said at the beginning of my contribu-

Mr GOLDSWORTHY: Parents should be able to lodge tion, we are happy to support this with some amendments. |
a complaint and further investigation should be able to béust hope and pray that this legislation goes some way
done, and parents should be able to stand up in court and git@vards strengthening the laws to help those folk in those two
evidence. examples that | have given the house today.

The Hon. J.W. Weatherill: Why don’t we just lock him
up? In fact, why don’t we string him up in the square?

Mr GOLDSWORTHY: You said it, minister: why don’t
we string him up in the square?

TheHon. JW. Weatherill: What on earth is the state
meant to do in that circumstance? What a nonsense!

_ Mr GOLDSWORTHY: Allright. I have highlighted this 6 Hyon_3 W, WEATHERILL (Minister for Families
issue, and | will now go on to the next matter, which involves,,§ communities): | thank all members for their contribu-
clear evidence of a 15-year-old boy being physically abuseflo s ang, in particular, thank the members of the opposition
by h's father. This lad attends church, and the mother in g, iheir foreshadowed support for the bill. | note that they
family that attends the same church wentto FAYS (as CYF§5ve one amendment on file that | indicate we will be

was then known) and offered to look after this boy. Shey nhorting, not necessarily for the reasons advanced by the
pointed out that she was in a stable relationship, that she hagomper for Heysen but for reasons that | will explain. | wil

two or three other children in the family, that they knew thisy o ; ; ;
] : 2 y respond to the points raised in the debate by the
boy and that he wanted to live with them, but FAYS said: e mber for Heysen but I will not respond in detail to those

'Sorry, the first option has to be supported accommodationy aiters, because | am conscious that there are other amend-
we're going to put him in a flat. ments that may cause some debate and there may be some

TheHon. J.W. Weatherill: What nonsense! guestions that emerge during the committee stage.

Mr GOLDSWORTHY: The minister says itis nonsense,  The first thing to respond to is the criticism of the objects
but why would that lady make an appointment to come an@lause and, in particular, the fact that the opposition intends
see me and tell me this? There is no reason for that lady #® oppose the new objects clause. This is a very important
come to me and make those statements. | think the probleglause that does now clarify that the primary responsibility
is that the minister gets contrary advice. He gets told thing relation to the legislation is the care and protection of
that perhaps people think he wants to hear. | wrote to thehildren, in keeping the children safe from harm. There is a
minister and, to his credit, he responded reasonably quicklgonfusion at the moment. There cannot be two paramount
The response | got was no, that would not have been the casginsiderations. At one stage | think the member for Heysen
that lad would have been given the opportunity initially tosuggested that the paramount consideration was in fact that
stay with the family. That is directly opposed to what thatthe family must be paramount. There simply cannot be two
lady told me. paramount situations. What there can be is the paramount

Why would that lady, an upstanding citizen in the district, consideration being the best interests of the child and then a
an honest, reliable person, come to me and tell me somethimgnge of considerations that are directed to that fundamental
different from the advice that the minister has been given? énd.
do not know: that is just a question that | ask. They were Of course, family preservation is a very important first
going to put him in supported accommodation, put him in astep in that regard and is, indeed, the first step that is always
flat, pay his rent, give him some money to buy food and saaken by the department. Much has been made of the so-
on. | do not know what other support they were going tocalled adolescents at risk, and | know the member for Heysen
provide him, but a 15-year old boy living in a flat would needwas drawing on work that she has done with others in the
a heck of a lot more support than getting his rent paid and gelect committee process in terms of juvenile justice. But
bit of money for clothing and food. There would need to bewhat we are talking about here are children who have been
significant support from the agency to assist him. abused. The child protection system is fundamentally directed

Anyway, there was a good ending to that story too,at those children who are abused or vulnerable to abuse.
because FAYS actually came to its senses, after putting thiany of us have grown up in happy families, as | am very
lady through hell, basically, and he was allowed to live in thapleased to say that | have, but sadly that is not the case for
foster family situation. These are just two examples. Thereveryone. While families can be the most wonderful places,
are other examples that | can give where | think FAYS andome of them are also the worst of places.

CYFS have acted appropriately. Let us be balanced about this | think that there is too much of a rosy view painted of
situation: let us present a balanced argument. There have besmme families. Some families are simply not places where
a couple of other examples where | have had the parenthildren are safe, and we cannot shrink from our obligations
come to me saying that the people from FAYS have been totw protect children in those circumstances. Of course, we
heavy-handed but, when | have listened to the backgrounehust do everything we can to try to make sure that those
information, | actually support the way the FAYS officers families are able to cope, because often we know that the
acted in those particular instances. However, those are onfamily’s capacity to cope can very much be ground down by
two examples that | can present to the house in the shoarange of other problems they may be experiencing in their
period that | have available. life.

TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL (Minister for Families
and Communities): | move:

That the time for moving the adjournment of the house be
extended beyond 5 p.m.

Motion carried.
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A modicum of support for a family may also remove some | now turn to the suggestions made about the Aboriginal
of the risks to a child. These are the difficult balancing actshild placement principles. | think the member for Heysen
that the legislation comprehends. However, we must be versuggested that these principles should apply to all children,
clear that, at all times, the paramount principle is the bestot just Aboriginal children. She asked that my reasons be
interests of the child and keeping the child safe from harmexplicitly expressed. She also invited me to provide a copy
It also needs to be said that most children want to live abf those principles, which | have now done. The simple truth
home. In a sense, this responds to one of the points made B/that these principles are universal. For instance, if a person
the member for Kavel. Most children want to live at home,from a non-aboriginal family had similar sorts of arrange-
and many children who leave home have experienced sonmeents—that is, the similar kinship arrangements and
upset or harm within the household. It is very rare cases isommunity arrangements within a broader community such
which the main issue is a relationship breakdown, despitas the Aboriginal community—then the principles would
love and commitment to the care of the child. apply in much the same way. The reason why they need to be

| am not suggesting that the member for Kavel's case wagpecifically articulated is that we took children away and
not a case of that sort, but | can say that they are very raf@eévastated this particular community. Therefore, it is
indeed. It is not a matter of forcing a child to then return tolncumbent upon us to satisfy that particular community in
the home in those circumstances, because the child wilegislation of this parliament that it will never happen again.
simply run away again. These are children who have not \We need to be clear. If that is not a good enough reason,
committed a criminal offence. It is not a question of punish-then it is an important recommendation of the Stolen
ing them or somehow confining them in some way to a homé&eneration’s report which received bipartisan commitment
in which they do not wish to stay. The question is trying toat @ federal level when it was tabled. This principle informs
restore the relationship. Indeed, | was pleased to hear that tffee broader community that Aboriginal children will be
member for Kavel said that, in this case, the relationship haglaced in this way, and it is to provide that sense of security
been restored. That is the essence here. In those cases whahgut the fact that, sadly, this had not happened in the past.
we are unable to prove harm, that is, where we do not hav#/e did not respect these principles, even though we should
cogent evidence of harm being caused to the child (which igave. .
the essence of the cases that we are talking about) but we In relation to the powers that a court could make, |
have a child in a circumstance which we believe is unsatisfa@cknowledge the amendment to delete the term ‘social’. This
tory and we would prefer them to be back with their parentsiS the provision about the ability of social workers to
there is not, and there should not be, the threshold gindertake assessments. The member for Heysen did not think
intervention. The threshold of intervention should not be sefhat social workers were the appropriate people to assess
at such a low level. families, as they are not generally recognised as expertsin a

I must say | find it curious that, at one level, we are beinjg:urt' She will move to amend 'social worker to be ‘such

told not to intervene in families, yet here we are being aske ee[fggc?:l wgrﬁglﬁsﬁ_ﬁ;&;};ﬁpe F;(;Itr]éérw: ;f ?ﬁ:ﬂﬁ?ﬂ:ﬁ g'ﬁ’:g\lrgg
to set a threshold for intervention using the powers of th ’

state to compel a child to be taken from one place and put i ug.gi.estlngd—rr:la}y not b‘? thebalpprop{_lﬁte geqple to a:jssess
another place without any evidentiary base. There is amilies and their parenting abilities. They do it every day,

; ) ..~ _and they do a tremendous job.
fundamental inconsistency between those two proposmon?. There are other recommendations of the Layton review

This act can only be about what the state can use its POWerS . \vill be dealt with broadly when we come to amend

of compuision to do. The state can use its powers to interVen\;aarious ieces of legislation relating to evidentiary provi-
in what would otherwise be private and domestic arrange- p 9 9 yp
ments. | think it is generally accepted that the state should n

be doing that, except in the most extreme circumstances.

jons, so | do not seek to canvass that debate fully here. |
ink the member for Heysen’s amendment really allows to
] i " court to use its own discretion about how it should treat the
We should be entitled to move into those domestiGayidence of a social worker, and | think that, coupled with the
relationships and play that role only when we have amyoyision that governs the operation of the Youth Court—that
evidentiary basis on which to do it. We might have ourit should inform itself as it thinks fit and not be bound by
suspicions, but the essence of these difficulties is thgachnicalities or legal forms—would be sufficient to give us
communication difficulties between parents and children. comfort that in an appropriate case a social worker would be
| do not seek to minimise the complications and theable to participate in such an assessment.
difficulties of communications between parents and their | disagree with a number of the observations of the
adolescents, especially when there has been some upseteember for Heysen (which, | think, were repeated in
circumstances which have put pressure on that relationshipxtremis by the member for Hammond), which could be, |
We attempt to restore that relationship. We try to assisthink, broadly described as ‘social worker bashing’. | simply
people with the offering of counselling. | do not see theexpress my very strong view that | have confidence in the
offering of counselling as offensive. People might feel thatsocial workers who work for the department. | think they do
when they are being offered counselling, somehow it is soma tremendous job. A series about tough jobs was run recently,
sort of allegation of wrongdoing on their part, but it is not. It and | do not know of a tougher one. These social workers
is very difficult to have the necessary communication skills have to deal with families that are in crisis and attempt to
the coping skills or, indeed, the tactics and arrangements thatake very hard judgments about how to support those
are necessary to deal with difficult adolescents. These afamilies, knowing that as soon as they go near the family they
very sophisticated skills that many parents, after long, hardre likely to be blamed for anything that will go wrong in that
and difficult experiences manage to gather. Other people cdamily from that point onwards into the future—not just for
help them with that. That is all that was being offered in thisthe next year, but until the child no longer is a child. That is
case. | am very happy that there has been a successfuhat happens with respect to social workers. Social workers
outcome in this case. have more accountability processes than one can shake a stick
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at, and we have introduced a number of others in thigoncerning the difficulties of defining ‘bullying’ and
legislation. ‘harassment’. In a sense, that is precisely why the Chief
This is a group of professionals who have their workExecutive should be giving consideration to promulgating
traversed by any number of people, including their superviguidelines about these matters to assist people. They are, of
sors, adverse events committees, child death committees, tbeurse, intended to be voluntary by their very nature, and
guardian and the Ombudsman. These people are vethese codes of practice will be developed and implemented
thoroughly scrutinised, and all their work is scrutinised by then consultation with the relevant bodies.
Youth Court. No children can be removed from a family, no  There are many models for child-safe environments that
intervention can be made, without the approval and supervive can draw on, and organisations that have particular
sion of the Youth Court. | utterly reject the criticisms that areexpertise in this area, such as NAPCAN, will provide us with
made of these social workers, who do a tremendous job fayuidance. We will ensure that a dedicated project officer will
our department. be provided to do this work. In answer to the question of
Over a number of years, a reactive culture of blame (an#hether resources will be devoted to this, they certainly will.
this is the only sense in which | acknowledge that we need to In relation to the obligations of certain organisations, |
change the culture within our department) has developedote that that is also supported by the member for Heysen
within these agencies, as they have felt that they have becoraed, indeed, the opposition. However, she also proposes a
the whipping boy, essentially, for the community with respecnumber of questions: 1. Will any of the $210 million over
to the dysfunction within families in our community. | think five years be directed into assistance to organisations for
that, to a certain extent, that has led them to become riskompliance with these measures? As we indicated before, a
averse about the way in which they carry out their role. Whatledicated project officer will work closely with all stakehold-
we want is well trained professionals making brave profesers in an effort to assist them in this regard. We have already
sional judgments, and as community leaders we should hendertaken some of this work, in consultation with the
supporting them in that role and not becoming involved inmember for Wright, in her role as Parliamentary Secretary for
cheap shots about the natural disappointment that parenéslunteers.
express when children are taken from them in circumstances We have met with the head of Christian churches, Sports
where they cannot yield their care. Nine out of every 10 ofSA and Recreation SA, and information has been distributed
these complaints arises in a family law context, where théo 800 individuals and organisations across South Australia.
Federal Court has made a ruling awarding the guardianshiphere is much more work to be done in that regard. We will,
of these children to one or other of the parents. of course, ensure that we have regard to the different
The other point that was raised by the member for Heysenircumstances of small agencies, and that is explicit in the
related to mandatory reporting, and she made some obsenlagislation. We are very mindful of the warning given to us
tions about that matter. She asked for my response regardihy the member for Heysen about the impact on volunteer
the issues raised by Christian scientists in relation to theumbers if we overdo this, so that is why we are keen to have
definition of ‘minister of religion’, but | note that she did not these discussions.
propose any amendments, and we are grateful for that. It 1 am also mindful of the point raised by the member for
needs to be understood that the exception that we placed Kavel in his contribution concerning the police record checks.
the legislation regarding confessionals was deliberatelfur starting point in relation to criminal history checks is that
narrow, and | hesitated before even supporting that exemphey are of importance but of limited utility. The truth is that
tion. | was only prepared to support it in the context ofnot many convictions of a relevant kind, ones that would raise
receiving assurances from those churches that have confeoncerns about the welfare of children, are in fact made.
sionals in the ordinary understood sense of the word that the§adly, this is a set of offences the detection of which it is easy
were putting protocols in and around those confessionals tim escape, and it is only now that we are seeing many people
ensure that they were not abused. face justice. There will be many people without records even
We have not received similar assurances from the¢hough they may have committed acts of this sort. That is
Christian scientists. They have a very different process. Theyhat led us to incorporate within the act something that was
do not wish to be described as ministers of religion—indeedyot recommended by Ms Layton in her review, at least in a
I think they prefer to see themselves as practitioners in thdegislative form, that is, to provide frameworks for child-safe
the people who come to see them are patients. It could meamvironments. We believe that child-safe environments are
that the whole of that class of people, if we are not carefulmuch more than just police checks. It might be background
could enable themselves to take advantage of this exemptiahecks into other disciplinary action that may have occurred
to the mandatory reporting arrangements, which would bé relation to a particular person. It may be spent convictions,
unfortunate. and, of course, most importantly, the way in which an
I have received Crown advice to the effect that theorganisation goes about its affairs and how it allows children
definition of ‘other minister of religion’ is, indeed, potentially to remain supervised or not in certain circumstances.
broad enough to cover their activities, but their notions of | suppose that there is an ascending order of issues. The
sacred communications would have to be communications ibroad point is child-safe environments. More specifically, we
the nature of confessions, and we have not yet seen evidencan look at components of that, and police and record
which suggests that we should alter this exemption tdackground checks are just one part of that arrangement.
somehow cover circumstances that the Christian scientis8outh Australia is leading a national effort to coordinate a
seek us to raise. However, | am prepared to receive furtherational approach to sharing of information across jurisdic-
representations about that matter between the houses, becatisas in relation to police record checks, spent convictions,
it may be that further issues will arise after they haveand the like. That work will inform the regulations that we
considered our response. ultimately promulgate under the child-safe environment head
With respect to the functions of the Chief Executive, | of power. So, | am mindful of the point raised by the member
note the remarks that were made by the member for Heysdar Kavel, and it is being worked on in that context.
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The next point that was raised by the member for Heysen Mr Hanna: Marketing.
was in relation to the Council for the Care of Children, and TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL: No, it is more funda-
we have been warned about the size of the council. It doagiental than that. They will not put that object in its terms in
provide for a maximum number of people as for the Childihe legislation, and they will not do it because they think the
Death and Serious Injury Committee. | note her remarksamily is paramount, whereas we think that the safety of
about the quota system, but she nevertheless supports the liflildren is paramount.
in its current form. In terms of the Child Death and Serious  The rest of the honourable member's amendments, which
Injury Review Committee, she has raised points about theyjj| now comment on, essentially remove any discretion for
committee not straying into areas that should be Fhe provinc@e capacity—once it has been determined that a child is at
of the Coroner or the police. Indeed, we certainly do noisk—for the next step to be taken in relation to that child,
intend to do that, and agree with her observations in thaynether it be an assessment process or applying to the court
regard. . for certain orders for care and protection. It deletes any
The member for Heysen notes the observations Ofjiscretion that the chief executive or the minister may have
Ms Layton that the immediate review within 24 hours of thejp, relation to the care of children. It is simply unworkable for

child’s death could be important. We, of course, have annhe |egal responsibilities of powers under these sections not
adverse incidents committee within CYFS that will taketg have a discretionary element within them. It is essential
information and form its own opinion about systemic issuegnhat we have a care and protection system that can be enacted
and needs for change on a much more speedy set of arranggrough the application of professional judgement and
ments than could be possible for that undertaken by the Chilgssessment, and the truth is that there is a step between

Death and Serious Injury Review Committee, given that, iforming a view about a child being at risk, and then using the
many cases, it will have to wait for the police and Coroner tyowers of the state to intervene.

complete their work. We are mindful of the obligationto act’  tare is a very important set of considerations that can

quickly, bult we are also mindful of not messing up any policeyccr petween those two steps, and it is really at the essence
or coronial investigations. of the Layton review. What the Layton review was on about

T_he ”.‘ef."ber then raises the _import_ant point Of_ thes that child protection is everybody’s responsibility: parents
confidentiality of the arrangements in relation to the patienty g gther organisations. It is not just the responsibility of the
doctor arrangements. | might need to attract the member fi

S . . . - g Qtate to care and protect for children; it is not just the
Heysen's attention for this particular point because itis prettyg g nsipility of this department to care and protect for
complicated. Her concern was that one of the provision hildren; many other agencies are involved and associated
constituted a threat to the doctor-patient confidentiality, andith tamilies that can all lend a hand. A very important point
contrasted that to the fact we left those protections in placg g made by learned commentators in relation to the child
for solicitor, clients, parents and children, and also for theprotection system, and that is that, if we seek to engage in a

threat to prevent self-incrimination. legalistic approach in relation to every family, we will be

The short answer is that you need to understand that thg, estigating and intervening every time we form a suspicion
purpose is getting at the bottom of child deaths. Some of thgy, \+ 5 child being at risk. We will have the equivalent of a

most cogent information is going to be held by doctors andy,,qpita| emergency room clogged with patients, never being
in particular, the conduct—or what doctors did or did not dog ) 1o work out which is the most serious one to treat.

in a particular case—will be a highly relevant matter. It will ] . .
. . ; - Mr Hanna: It will force you to provide resources.
be less relevant, potentially, what a patient did or did not do, .
b y P oTheHon. JW. WEATHERILL: No, it won't. In fact,

although that may be important in some cases, because we are ', h S
9 y b ?hIS is precisely what has occurred in jurisdictions that have

looking at the systemic failures here. - . .
There is no doubt that it is an important public interest to@!/0Wed their mandatory reporting to get out of control: the

protect the patient/doctor confidentiality, but ranking it wechild protection notifications have increased exponentially,
believe that it needs to give way in this case, if this committeé?‘mdtheg h.ave such ? plﬁg%id systemhthat they cannﬁt seehthe
is to effectively carry out its function. In a sense, | think thatc"""d Who |sfath§1k;ea rSk 0 a"'?f?‘s they try to SOIt;)tthOL(Jjg
the other public interest immunities that are protected aré mora|1|ss ot chi FgOt.eﬁ“ﬁ“ notl |cat|ﬁns|.(lt Is to he unda-
likely to supply less cogent information about the topics thaff€ntally contrasted with the approach taken in other count-
are the subject of the work of the committee. We need t¢'€S th"?‘t have.rlnuqh better outcomes in rglatlon to child
remember what we are seeking to get at here. We are seekiRfPtection ?otlfll_catlor;]s, wr;]ere they deal _|nforrrf1aI[I1y| dby

to get at systemic failure in relation to the serious injury or>uPPOrting families where there are suspicions of children

death of children, and one could not imagine too many highe?€ing at risk, leaving the child protection agencies to deal
public interests and, in this limited sense, we are suggesti ith the cases where the children are at most serious risk of

that the doctor, who will be asked—or, indeed, compelled—'2"M o

to provide this information will be protected himself, or ~ Mr Hanna interjecting:

herself, from any criticism or liability that would otherwise =~ TheHon. J.W. WEATHERILL: The truth is that we

arise from their handing over that information, through eitheicould spend all our resources investigating, and that is one of

their professional obligations or some other obligation ofthe fundamental criticisms of the current system. We spend

common law or statute. all our resources investigating and none helping. What we
One of the remaining two matters is raised by the membéind is that, just after we have finished investigating, we then

for Mitchell. He does not like the name of our bill, but we do. get another notification and we re-investigate. So, we chase

It is used advisedly. We have included the ‘Keeping Thenour tail, and no amount of resources can ever be pumped into

Safe’ phrase because there was, in our view, an importa@t system of that sort to make it functional. So, it is an

message to convey that—and it is central to the objects of thigteresting point that the member for Mitchell raises, but |

act—it is the fundamental thing that separates the oppositioiftink it identifies the fundamental—

and the government on this— Mr Hanna: It is not functional now.
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TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL: This would worsen a of sticking to the conventional. So help me, | could go into
number of the difficulties that we are seeking to address im whole lot of analogies with football and so on as to the kind
our Keeping Them Safe policy, and it seems intuitivelyof terminology that would be used to describe offences by
appealing on the face of it to say that we must investigatempires committed by one player against another on the field
every case, but it would lead to a moribund system, andbr which the player committing the offence is then penalised,
children at real risk of harm would be lost in a sea ofand the manner in which that offence and breach of the rules
notifications where we are investigating every family. is described when giving a penalty free kick. | will not go

The government is exploring informal mechanisms ofthere.
supporting families, such as universal home visiting services, Amendment negatived; clause passed.
sustained home Vvisiting services; linking with non-  Clauses 2 and 3 passed.
government organisations; building a sense of community to Clause 4.
ensure that people look after one another; and, fundamentally MrsREDMOND: | indicate, as | did last night in my
importantly, the role of the family. We cannot lose sight of second reading contribution, that the opposition believes that
that in all of this. | note that all members support the legislathe objects as they are stated in the existing Children’s
tion, although some members have suggested that thd3rotection Act 1993 are appropriate. | do not think | am the
oppose certain clauses, and | thank them for that indicatioranly one with that view. A number of other speakers have

Bill read a second time. indicated to the house, in the course of their contributions to
In committee. this debate, that the difficulty we are now facing is that the
Clause 1. pendulum has swung a bit too far. | accept what the minister
Mr HANNA: | move: is saying, and | understand the difficulty of the position of

trying to balance the need for the safety of the child to be of
$aramount consideration.

] ) . . Nevertheless, from my observation and that of many

I am sick of the government’s spin and marketing in relationgihers of what is happening in the community at the moment,
toa range'of issues. Itis certainly the case in re'lation to laWhere are just far too many situations where young people
and order issues, as well as a number of other issues—eVgjho are placing themselves in danger are aided and abetted
in child protection. Why cogld this government not do the;, doing that by the way in which the department currently
same as we have done in this place for about 150 years wheiterprets these provisions, rather than the department being

bringing in a bill with a miscellaneous range of amendmentsy, 4 nosition where it absolutely supports the parents in their
and call it the Child Protection (Miscellaneous) Amendmentright to raise their children.

Bill? Rather than doing that, the government has chosen t0™ | think it is appropriate for us to stay with the current
call it the ‘keeping them safe’ bill. We all know that it is there objects because if we move to the new objects we move
to sell the bill to the public. However, sellmg itto the public f,rther down that path and it is just not acceptable that
s_hould rely on the substance of the bill, n_ot the title. In MYynarents who are good parents, whose children have gone off
view, this sort of media appeal is to be rejected. We shouléhe rails, should not get the absolutely highest priority in
be spending more time debating the substance of the issugrms of the assistance they need to keep their children safe.
Th|s sort of thlng is a d|strac.t|on, and it shoulld be replaqeq accept that there are bad or dysfunctional parents and
with neutral terminology that is not so contentious as the t'tleparents who really should not have the care of children, but
ascribed to this bill. o the other provisions of the legislation take account of that and

~MrsREDMOND: | indicate that the opposition agrees make specific provision for dealing with that. This bill takes
with the position taken by the member for Mitchell in relation those provisions even further, but it seems to me that we
to this matter. | have to say that in the period | have been ighoyld, nevertheless, remain with the situation as it is at
this place | have seen many examples in various bits gbresent, spelling out, as we do in the current objects:
legislation of giving a_b|II SOME very attractive name that no- (1) The object of this act is to provide for the care and protection
one C_0U|d possibly disagree with. Who COU|d_ dls_agree Withyf children and to do so in a manner that maximises the child’s
‘keeping them safe’; who could disagree with ‘integratedopportunity to grow up in a safe and stable environment and to reach
natural resource management’; and who could disagree withis or her full potential.

‘ ; 0 It ; (2) The administration of this act is to be founded on the
sustainable development'? It is all part of the marketing Ofprinciples that the primary responsibility for a child’s care and

this government, and | would have to say that this governgrotection lies with the child’s family and that a high priority should
ment is terrific in its marketing and its use of ploys in termstherefore be accorded to supporting and assisting the family to carry
of the spin provided to the public. I indicate that we supportout that responsibility.
the member for Mitchell's amendment. TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL: We completely
Mr LEWIS: | am of the same view as the member for disagree with the member for Heysen’s analysis of the effect
Mitchell. | mentioned during my second reading contributionof our amending bill. Good parents whose children go off the
this kind of thing being a part of the government’s strategyrails do get our support, and will continue to get our support.
to sell itself to the public. As I think the member for Mitchell This bill is about protecting children who are in harmful or
has said, it is about spin and gimmickry. It does not make itibusive relationships; the legislation is not about changing
any better for any children anywhere to have a short title ofinything for those children who are having communication
this kind. It is self-serving, and it does not really containdifficulties or who are, for some reason or another, no longer
anything that contributes to a better understanding of théving in the family home. It is about protecting those—
legislation or to the rigour with which the department Mr Hanna: It should be, shouldn't it?
administers its affairs, or indeed the way in which it would  TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL: It could be; the state
do it in the courts, whatever it does in the courts. could intervene and have obligations to lock up these
I commend the member for Mitchell and the propositionchildren, actually force them to live in their homes. That is
he has put, and | trust that the minister will see the good sendgbe burden of what is being suggested we should do in some

Page 3, line 3—Delete ‘(Keeping Them Safe)’ and substitut
‘(Miscellaneous)’
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of these cases. The state has no role in compelling people kas never been challenged. The federal police became
do something when they have done nothing wrong and therievolved to have the daughter returned to the mother. The
is no demonstrable, evidentiary basis of harm that is occumenly reason they got involved was because the father had
ring to that child. That is what we are dealing with here: theresought to protect the child from both the mother and the
is no demonstrable evidentiary basis of harm that is occurringbuser, the mother’s new partner.

to the child. The next point on the record states that the father still
Mr Hanna: When you have a 13 year old on the streetdisplays signs of mental illness. Garbage to that! David is
you have some potential harm. medically diagnosed by psychiatrists as being quite sane—

TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL: Of course you do, and nothing wrong with him—nhe is not ill. Because the man has
we always encourage them to go back to their family. Thisuffered an injury to his scalp and his eyebrows are tucked
is what we always find in these debates: it is very glib toback as a result of the removal of scalp tissue, it makes it look
come in here and talk about the happy home lives in some afs though he is wide-eyed and a bit barmy to some people
these cases, but in 99 cases out of 100 we find that there habet, if you know the man, you know he is not in the least
been circumstances that have driven these children to leawead. If a person’s appearance is to be taken as an indication
their family. Children in loving homes stay in their home, thatof their sanity or otherwise and if it dictates the way in which

is— we tend to respond to what are seen as difficult images, then
Mrs Redmond interjecting: God help us, because there are plenty of people in this place
TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL: Ordinarily, that is what whose sanity would be questioned if you looked at their

happens. There are very few cases— photograph or some of the expressions you see on their face
An honourable member interjecting: from time to time—and | do not exclude myself from that list.

TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL: Well, we are not going The nextremark is that David stated to the worker that he
to change the whole child protection system, to turn aroun@ias not been on his medication since approximately June
and put all our resources into dealing with questions 02004. The reason for that is quite simple: he did not need to
adolescents and their relationship with their parents. If we hable. His psychiatrist said—the person to whom he was
a child protection system that was going to spend all its time&ompelled to go, not of his own volition—that this was a
and effort on managing relationships between parents anslaste of public money. He gave him a prescription but said
adolescent children, we would have such a diversion ofhat it was a waste of his time and that it would not affect his
resources that we would not be able to go anywhere nedealth in the least if he took it. The father pointed out that his
protecting children from being safe from harm. The concernreating psychologist said that he no longer needed to attend
of this legislation is children who are at risk of harm, and weany appointments, that he was not, in any sense of the word,
have not changed anything that would allow us to continu@berrational or abnormal.
to do what we do—that is, to try to restore the communica- The next point is that there are serious allegations being
tions that break down between adolescent children and theinade by each parent regarding the other. It was not the father
parents from time to time. who started the tit-for-tat stuff. The department’s staff ought

Mr LEWIS: I would like to believe the minister’'s words to have been able to see through that, but they chose to take
and say how much | want that to be true—but it simply is notthe feminist view that it could not possibly be the mother.
The opposite is the case. | will provide some detail of where Ms Breuer interjecting:
the department has frustrated the very things this minister has Mr LEWIS: Someone’s got a pain in her pinny. The toilet
said this legislation stands for. This summary has beers just out the door and down the corridor. The father is
provided by Karen Harrison; | do not think she has been theequesting unsupervised access to his daughter, but that has
caseworker on the matter the whole time but she has providdzeen refused. Why shouldn’t he have unsupervised access?
the summary and, in doing so, has written a whole lot ofThe Family Court directed that the daughter stay with the
claptrap that must come from the records that have been kefatther, but the departmental worker has decided that she
by some of the field workers in CYFS, formerly FAYS. Her should not. The father requested additional access to his

summary of their concerns is this: daughter, that she be allowed to stay with him overnight on
When CYFS became involved in 2001, both the father and th&veekends, and so on. The departmental worker is concerned
mother presented with mental health issues. about the father's ability to set boundaries for his daughter or

Well, | do not know that that is exactly true. She does not© be consistent with these boundaries. The note states that

have any medical evidence to back it up—certainly where théhe father's ability to remain consistent with the daughter is

father is concerned. The mother was involved in habituavorrying as the daughter is constantly receiving mixed
drug_taking and so on. It continues: messages about what is Okay and what is not. That is an

Their relationship was characterised by domestic violence— emotive, unprofessional opinion. There was no evidence for

L . it in any of the case worker's notes. This opinion has been
not from the father's side, but she deliberately leaves that ou x?ressed by the mother—that is where it came from—not

there has never been any accusation of violence made agai the child and not from any observed interactions. There
thg father—. _ is no other note of it anywhere in the case notes.
which the children witnessed. The father, to use the pejorative term used by Karen
Indeed, the violence was not only witnessed by the childrentdarrison, made threats to the departmental officers that he
it was experienced by them. It was not only the father whavould take his case to the minister, the media or a member
was being bashed about; the kids were as well. of parliament. For goodness sake! That is not a threat. He is
The next point she makes is that the father failed to returentitled to do that under the law. Why should he not? They
the daughter to the care of her mother. Well, he did thateel threatened by its because they do not want the way they
because the mother got involved in a relationship withhave badly handled the case exposed. The next entry is that
someone who was on the record, who was already establepartmental officers would be concerned if the mother did
lished, as a child abuser. There is no question about that; thabt remain on a community treatment order as this has been
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the backbone to keeping her well; hence maintaining stabilitas an illustration of the kinds of things that the department
within the family. It is not the father who is ill. This clearly has been doing in the past.
illustrates the point that the father has been making: he is not | know the minister went there with good intentions, but
ill, but he has been harassed, belted up and otherwiseseems right now as though Sir Humphrey—and | do not
compelled to defend himself. He is anxious about the fact thavant to be sexist about it: it might have been Lady
he is not allowed to have access to his daughter in the fashidhlumphrey—has got his ear and has him conned into
directed by the Family Court. believing that everything is hunky-dory, that what he is doing
Under ‘relevant background, it is stated that the father hass in the best interests of the children, and that he is protecting
had an unsubstantiated allegation of sexual abuse made by tifie children by the actions the department is taking. That is
daughter’s other sibling. ‘Unsubstantiated’ is the word. Therenot true.
were no grounds for it whatsoever, so why put it on the Mr Brindal interjecting:
record and make it seem as though he had done something Mr LEWIS: Maybe so. Yes, Sir Humphrey was a bear.
that might be wrong? If anything, it is more likely that the  TheDEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourable member has
sibling was the person who had been making sexual advanceeen speaking for 15 minutes.
to the sibling’s half sister and wanted to divert attention from  Progress reported; committee to sit again.
themselves. According to this report, it has been said by a
past psychologist that the father has poor impulse control. SITTINGSAND BUSINESS
What has that got to do with it? Nothing. The past psycholo- o
gist had no grounds for saying that. She certainly had TheHon. P.F. CONLON (Minister for Transport): |
friendships with officers of the department, and this remarknove:
is probably more to do with the conversations they had than That the time for moving the adjournment of the house be
any observed behaviour. extended beyond 6 p.m.
The father made a submission to have a police check done The house divided on the motion:
on the mother’s current partner, but the department has not The SPEAK ER: There being only one vote for the noes,
bothered to do that. | think that is appalling. The next pointhe motion is carried.
in the written report is that it has been difficult for the
department to work with the father towards addressing the HERITAGE (BEECHWOOD GARDEN)
department’s concern while the father is seemingly consumed AMENDMENT BILL
with his own needs. That is the department’s opinion. It is not o ) o
documented. It is their opinion that that is what the fatheris  The Legislative Council agreed to the bill without any
concerned about. That is not right; he is concerned about hggmendment.
daughter. All of the interviews and discussions that | have
had with him over the years have led me to believe that. | APPROPRIATION BIL L
have seen him with other children in social settings, children
who know him well.
| do not see any of the kinds of things of which he is
accused b.y.the mqthgr, which are documented by her mate$oe~| AL COMMISSION OF INQUIRY (POWERS
in the feminist Mafia in the department, and | am disturbed AND IMMUNITIES) BILL
by the fact that the minister has just said that, on the one
hand, he wants the families to be reunited but, on the other The | egislative Council agreed to the bill with the

hand, he prevents the only parent who is not dysfunctionalmendments indicated by the following schedule, to which

from having access to the child to the extent that the Familymengments the Legislative Council desires the concurrence
Court has ordered it. And then you say this is keeping thergt the House of Assembly:

safe: come on!
Finally, the point made in the record is that the mother has

The Legislative Council agreed to the bill without any
amendment.

No. 1—Clause 3, page 2, lines 13 and 14—
Delete all words in these lines and substitute:

had numerous admissions in the past to psychiatric facilities, reference as set out in Schedule 1.
the last being in 2003. | rest my case. Why on earth was the No. 2—Clause 4, page 2, line 24—
child taken away without the court being told about it and put Delete paragraph (a) and substitute:

i i ; (a) section 18(3)(c) and (6); and
into the care of the minister and, indeed, made a ward of the No. 3—Page 2, after line 26—

state, and done so on a constant basis without regard for the | sert:

child’s opinion or for the submissions that the father was 4A—Hearingsin public or private
trying to make. Not all of us are articulate. Not all of us are _The Special Commissioner may obtain evidence and
as eloquent as those who may be elected to this place in the evidentiary material for the Inquiry by means of hearings

way in which we say things. So, it should not be expected that . 4_0%?23;:55(1 |3a%léb:lglc"c:]rep;r|%/aéeénd 7_

every father can argue as eloquently as someone here or  pelete subclause (2).
someone who is practised in the art of conversation. No. 5—Page 3, after line 26—

| can tell members that this man’s intentions as a father are In:ert: by wi admissbl ) )
always in the best interests of his daughter, and his concern 6 Kigttgr?m?r:tsoryc\i,ivsl::ﬁ]g?gm a?elfy aevﬁﬁgimtgrﬁverto
in the first instance that caused him to refuse to allow the a question put to the witness, or in evidentiary material pro-
daughter to go to her mother for a visit (and a visit overnight duced by the witness, for the purposes of the Inquiry will not
at that) is that the mother had begun living with a known (except in proceedings for an offence against this Act or for
child abuser. | think any father, indeed any parent, who knew Conte.m.pt) be aqm'lss'b'e in d.ev'de.nce against the witness in
that the other parent was cohabiting with a child abuser would No_agi%\;'ggrgcrﬂgﬁinpg%%ei Ings in any court.
be derelict in their duty if they did not try to prevent that risk Insert: '
of abuse from occurring to their child. | put that on the record Schedule 1—Terms of reference
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To inquire into and report upon the following matters:

(1) Whether the Premier or any Minister, ministerial
adviser or public servant participated in any activity or
discussions concerning:

(a) the possible appointment of Mr Ralph Clarke to a

government board or position; or

(b) the means of facilitating recovery by Mr Clarke of
costs incurred by him in connection with a defamation
action between Mr Clarke and Attorney-General
Atkinson

(The activity and discussions and events surrounding

them are referred to in these terms as "the issues".)

(2) If so, the content and nature of such activity or discus-
sions.

(3) Whether the Premier or any Minister or ministerial
adviser authorised any such discussions or whether the
Premier or any Minister or ministerial adviser was aware of
the discussions at the time they were occurring or subse-
quently.

(4) Whether the conduct (including acts of commission
or omission) of the Premier or any Minister or ministerial
adviser or public servant contravened any law or Code of
Conduct; or whether such conduct was improper or failed to
comply with appropriate standards of probity and integrity.

(5) Whether the Premier or any Minister or ministerial
adviser made any statement in relation to the issues which
was misleading, inaccurate or dishonest in any material
particular.

(6) The failure of the Premier, the Deputy Premier, the
Attorney-General and the, then, Minister for Police to report
the issue in the first instance to the Anti-Corruption Branch
of the SA Police.

(7) Whether the actions taken by the Premier and Min-
isters in relation to the issues were appropriate and consistent
with proper standards of probity and public administration
and, in particular:

(a) why no public disclosure of the issues was made until

June 2003;

(b) why Mr Randall Ashbourne was reprimanded in
December 2002 and whether that action was appropri-
ate;

(c) whether the appointment of Mr Warren McCann to
investigate the issues was appropriate;

(d) whether actions taken in response to the report pre-
pared by Mr McCann were appropriate.

(8) What processes and investigations the Auditor-
General undertook and whether the Auditor-General was fur-
nished with adequate and appropriate material upon which to
base the conclusions reflected in his letter dated 20 December
2002 to the Premier.

(9) Whether adequate steps were taken by Mr McCann,
the SA Police and the Office of the Director of Public
Prosecutions to obtain from Mr Clarke information which
was relevant to the issues.

(10) Whether the processes undertaken in response to the
issues up to and including the provision of the report prepared
by Mr McCann were reasonable and appropriate in the
circumstances.

(11) Whether there were any material deficiencies in the
manner in which Mr McCann conducted his investigation of
the issues.

(12) Whether it would have been appropriate to have
made public the report prepared by Mr McCann.

(13) The matters investigated and all the evidence and
submissions obtained by and any recommendations made by
the Anti-Corruption Branch of the SA Police.

(14) Whether Mr Ashbourne, during the course of his
ordinary employment, engaged in any (and, if so, what)
activity or discussions to advance the personal interests of the
Attorney-General and, if so, whether any Minister had
knowledge of, or authorised, such activity or discussion.

(15) Whether Mr Ashbourne undertook any and, if so,
what actions to "rehabilitate” Mr Clarke, or the former
Member for Price, Mr Murray DelLaine, or any other person
into the Australian Labor Party and, if so, whether such
actions were undertaken with the knowledge, authority or
approval of the Premier or any Minister.

(16) The propriety of the Attorney-General contacting
journalists covering the Ashbourne case in the District Court,
during the trial, and the nature of those conversations.

(17) With reference to the contents of the statement issued
on 1 July 2005 by the Director of Public Prosecutions, Mr
Stephen Pallaras QC:

(a) what was the substance of the "complaint about the
conduct of the Premier's legal adviser, Mr
Alexandrides";

(b) what was the substance of the "telephone call made
[by Mr Alexandrides] to the prosecutor involved in
the Ashbourne case®;

(c) what were the "serious issues of inappropriate con-
duct" relating to Mr Alexandrides;

(d) whether the responses of the Premier, the Attorney-
General or any Minister or Mr Alexandrides or any
other person to the issues mentioned in the Director
of Public Prosecutions’ statement were appropriate
and timely; and

(e) whether any person made any statement concerning
the issues referred to in the Director of Public Prose-
cutions’ statement which was misleading, inaccurate
or dishonest in any material particular.

(18) Whether it would be appropriate in future to refer any
credible allegation of improper conduct on the part of a
Minister or ministerial adviser (that has not already been re-
ferred to the police) to the Solicitor-General in the first in-
stance for investigation and advice.

(19) If the reference of such an allegation to the Solicitor-
General would not be appropriate (in general or in a particular
case) or would not be possible because of the Solicitor-
General's absence or for some other reason, who would be
an alternative person to whom it would be appropriate to refer
such an allegation in the first instance for investigation and
advice.

(20) Whether Mr Alexandrides assisted in framing the
Terms of Reference for the Inquiry proposed by the Govern-
ment in the resolution of the House of Assembly passed on
5 July 2005.

(21) What action should be taken in relation to any of the
matters arising out of the consideration by the Inquiry of
these terms of reference.

The Special Commissioner must not, in the Inquiry or report on
the Inquiry, purport to make any finding of criminal or civil
liability.

Consideration in committee.

TheHon. P.F. CONLON: | move:

That the Legislative Council’s amendments be disagreed to.
The committee divided on the motion:

AYES (20)
Atkinson, M. J. Bedford, F. E.
Breuer, L. R. Caica, P.
Ciccarello, V. Conlon, P. F. (teller)
Foley, K. O. Geraghty, R. K.
Hanna, K. Key, S. W.
Koutsantonis, T. O’'Brien, M. F.
Rankine, J. M. Rau, J. R.
Stevens, L. Such, R. B.
Thompson, M. G. Weatherill, J. W.
White, P. L. Wright, M. J.

NOES (16)
Brokenshire, R. L. Brown, D. C. (teller)
Buckby, M. R. Chapman, V. A.
Evans, I. F. Goldsworthy, R. M.
Gunn, G. M. Hamilton-Smith, M. L. J.
Kotz, D. C. Lewis, I.P.
Matthew, W. A. McFetridge, D.
Meier, E. J. Redmond, I. M.
Scalzi, G. Venning, I. H.

PAIR(S)
Hill, J. D. Kerin, R. G.
Lomax-Smith, J. D. Brindal, M. K.
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PAIR(S) (cont.)

McEwen, R. J. Hall, J. L.
Maywald, K. A. Penfold, E. M.
Rann, M. D. Williams, M. R.

Majority of 4 for the ayes.
Motion thus carried.

CHILDREN'SPROTECTION (KEEPING THEM
SAFE) AMENDMENT BILL

Resumed on motion.
(Continued from page 3222.)

Clause 4.
The committee divided on the clause:

AYES (20)
Atkinson, M. J. Bedford, F. E.
Breuer, L. R. Caica, P.
Ciccarello, V. Conlon, P. F.
Foley, K. O. Geraghty, R. K.
Hanna, K. Key, S. W.
Koutsantonis, T. O’'Brien, M. F.
Rankine, J. M. Rau, J. R.
Stevens, L. Such, R. B.
Thompson, M. G. Weatherill, 3. W. (teller)
White, P. L. Wright, M. J.

NOES (16)
Brokenshire, R. L. Brown, D. C.
Buckby, M. R. Chapman, V. A.
Evans, I. F. Goldsworthy, R. M.
Gunn, G. M. Hamilton-Smith, M. L. J.
Kotz, D. C. Lewis, I. P.
Matthew, W. A. McFetridge, D.
Meier, E. J. Redmond, I. M. (teller)
Scalzi, G. Venning, I. H.

PAIR(S)
Hill, J. D. Brindal, M. K.
Lomax-Smith, J. D. Hall, J. L.
McEwen, R. J. Kerin, R. G.
Maywald, K. A. Penfold, E. M.
Rann, M. D. Williams, M. R.

Majority of 4 for the ayes.
Clause thus passed.
Clauses 5 to 10 passed.
New clauses 10A and 10B.
Mr HANNA: | move:

Page 9, after line 7—Insert:
10A—Amendment of Section 19—Investigations
Section 19(1)—delete ‘may cause’ and substitute:
must cause.
10B—Amendment of section 20—Application for order
Section 20—Delete ‘may apply’ and substitute:
must apply.

neglected, or in an unsafe situation) to remove them from that
situation, or place them in a safe situation, or in some way
care for them so that they will not come to great harm. At the
moment, the way that the legislation is written, it essentially
allows the minister to make a decision at the minister’s
discretion. Why can we not make a stronger statement in the
legislation to insist upon an appropriate level of care for our
children at risk? My first amendment is to amend section 19
of the principal legislation, that is, the Children’s Protection
Act 1993. Subsection (19)(i) currently provides:

If the Chief Executive Officer suspects on reasonable grounds
that a child is at risk, the Chief Executive Officer may cause an
investigation into the circumstances of the child to be carried out.
People in my community are saying that, if someone like the
chief executive officer suspects on reasonable grounds that
a child is at risk, then the chief executive officer should
investigate the circumstances. Let us be plain: there are
grounds for suspecting that a child is at risk. Of course, that
is defined in the act, or, if it is not defined in the act, it is
quite clear what it means. It might mean, for example, a 13-
year-old girl living with a man in his twenties who is dealing
in drugs; it might mean a young child sleeping on the streets;
or it might mean a young child who consorts with teenage
gangs that damage property, deal in drugs and steal things.

If such grounds are determined by the police or reported
to CYFS, then there are reasonable grounds that a child is at
risk. If the chief executive officer—in other words, the
department—has a suspicion that that is the case, | say that
the chief executive officer should have an obligation to
investigate. It should be mandatory that the department
investigate cases where there is a suspicion on reasonable
grounds that a child is at risk. If you have those sorts of
situations, | am saying that the department must get out there
and look at it. That is not asking too much. | am not saying
that the child must be picked up and taken to Cavan, or a
police station, or a hostel or returned home. | do not know
what the solution might be in a particular case. But, at the
very least, if there are grounds to believe that a child is at
risk, for goodness sake, are we not going to say that the
department must go and investigate? The principle is plain.

It changes an option for the department—or, one might
say, an option for the government—as to whether or not to
investigate whether a child might come to harm into a duty
on the part of the government to care for children if the
knowledge has come to the government through the agency
that there are reasonable grounds of a child being at risk. It
is a simple proposition. It should be an obligation, not an
option. If the government really wants to keep them safe, it
must be an obligation, not just something that we might do
if we have enough resources on a particular day.

Mrs REDMOND: | indicate that the opposition intends
to support the member for Mitchell on this amendment. |
know that when | first looked at the amendments proposed

One of the issues that is raised time and again by miyy the member for Mitchell they all looked fairly similar.
constituents when these awful problems of neglecte&ffectively, they all change, in a number of clauses, the word
children, or children at risk, arise is that appropriate andmay’ to ‘must’. However, when | looked at the sections that
prompt action is not necessarily taken by CYFS. That is noare affected, it seemed to me that it is in fact appropriate to
to blame individual social workers who are, one can assumaay ‘if the Chief Executive Officer suspects’—so, there has
doing their best in the situation but, because there are nanly got to be a suspicion—'on reasonable grounds that a
enough social workers doing the job, the objectives, whiclehild is at risk.’

the government has just refined and put forward again in this If the Chief Executive Officer suspects on reasonable

amending legislation, cannot be achieved.

grounds that a child is at risk, it seems to me reasonable to

One of the people with whom | was dealing earlier thissay, ‘Well, then, the Chief Executive Officer must cause an
year said to me that there should actually be an obligation omvestigation into the circumstances.’ | notice that in section
the part of government (when there are children at risk, ol9(2) of the act there is another ‘may’, but the member for
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Mitchell has made no attempt to change that. Only in AYES (cont.)
subclause (1) is he saying, ‘If the CEO has a reasonable Gunn, G. M. Hanna, K. (teller)
ground for suspecting that a child is at risk, it is entirely Kotz, D. C. Lewis, I. P.
appropriate for the Chief Executive Officer to cause an Matthew, W. A. McFetridge, D.
investigation to be carried out into the circumstances of the Meier, E. J. Redmond, I. M.
child.’ For that reason, we will be supporting the amendment Scalzi, G. Venning, I. H.
of the member for Mitchell. NOES (18)

Mr LEWIS: | must say that | share the concerns of the Atkinson, M. J. Bedford, F. E.
member for Mitchell, and | support the remarks made in the Breuer, L. R. Caica, P.
same vein by the member for Heysen who speaks on behalf ~ Conlon, P. F. Foley, K. O.
of the opposition here. The simple fact is that | know of Geraghty, R. K. Key, S. W.
young people where the opposite to what the minister says Koutsantonis, T. O’Brien, M. F.
should happen is, indeed, happening. Post-pubic girls Rankine, J. M. Rau, J. R.
between the ages of 14 and 16 are taken into the care of the  Stevens, L. Such, R. B.
Crown, and the social worker or case worker in question Thompson, M. G. Weatherill, J. W. (teller)
places them in a motel where they are not just at risk but they White, P. L. Wright, M. J.
are being encouraged to become sexually active. PAIR(S)

If they are not being encouraged then, damn me, | do not Brindal, M. K. Hill, J. D.
know what it is. In circumstances where a case worker goes Hall, J. L. Lomax-Smith, J. D.

to bed with someone who is a minor, that is very serious; and,

Hamilton-Smith, M. L. J. McEwen, R. J.

more especially, that person, whomever it may be, has the Kerin, R. G. Maywald, K. A.
power to advise the CEO, and the CEO up the line signs off Penfold, E. M. Rann, M. D.
on it to give that person their—if you want to use the term— Williams, M. R. Ciccarello, V.

wicked way with the minor. There is something wrong; Majority of 2 for the noes.
something stinks here; something is crooked. Nothing is New clauses thus negatived.
being done about it, and the act as it stands is aiding and cjguse 11.
abetting that process. The concerns of parents are not being \1 s REDMOND: | move:
taken seriously. A recalcitrant, indignant, rebellious, young
teenager is allowed to leave home and, at taxpayers’ expense,
with the full knowledge and support of the department at such person as the Court may appoint
large, giyen the opportunity to indulge th.emselves in th?l’his is quite a simple amendment if one looks at the provi-
manltq_er in which l_halve suggested, to their complete detrig;, "¢ ronosed clause 11. It provides that the court can
ment in every parucular. . make an order. As | said in my second reading speech, we are
I reckon it is about time that the department applied Som‘auite happy for the court to be able to make an order about
rigour and had a complete review of its existing Staﬁhaving a parent assessed, but we believe that it is not

. S X . gppropriate to provide that it be a social worker or other
Kind of behaviour in which they are willing to engage, to g(atexpert. | do not mean to hold all social workers accountable

rid of those social engineers that are there—and if they a@r the bad experiences that some people have had with some

nggzogrl]a:)lue nr?g]r?dersvmles)tl 'z[ahree gitrt;nlg gﬁgdtﬁipnh"eti'eltrlesarl} ocial workers but, nevertheless, it seems to the opposition
9 9 ! Y 9, %at it would be fairer, in lieu of ‘a social worker or other

produces another, and the minister seems—successively ov pert, to simply say ‘such person as the court may appoint’
the last decade and more—to have allowed the practices o : : e
which | complain, to which the member for Mit(F:)heII has atis not mtend_ed t0 In any way (_jetract f_rom the courts

’ discretion to appoint a social worker if they think that a social

drawn attention, and with which the member for Heysen ha§vorker is the appropriate person, but there is almost an

agreed in expressing her concerns, to continue and gro}%plication in the way it is worded at the moment that
apace.

It just ain’t right and it is not helping anybody make a suggests that a social worker may be in some way the

; 2 . ! . é)referred person to make an assessment.
better fist of their lives by encouraging rebellious post-pubi | know that many parents would find it somewhat
g?g:;g;ri’o?r: gp%’r?;? eall?gnics)r g:%t Sgaggrt’htg gole(;z’ele:xgisconcerting to have their parenting skills assessed by a
wonder parents at schgols aré expressin cozcgrn in éch qcial worker, and there may well be many other people who
T paret ; pr 9 QFould be as well or even better qualified than a social worker.
council meetings. | am hearing that in my schools, and | a

L . he amendment simply seeks to delete the reference to ‘a
also receiving expressions of concern from parents all ovesrocial worker or othefeyxpert’ and replace it with the words

the state, particularly here in the metropolitan area, that th . ;
department is failing in its duty as determined by law, and%UCh person as the court may appoint’ but leaves in place the

departmental staff are breaking other laws, particularly th?ehssence of what the government is seeking to achieve, and
criminal code, and allowing children to become adults at is to enable the court to order that someone be assessed

i . e - - ‘'as to their ability to parent, and that will be all to the good.
justifying their antagonistic and rebellious behaviour on the Amendment carried; clause as amended passed.

grounds that the departmental officer thought it was okay. New clause 11A
Not good, not nice, not happy, minister. Mr HANNA: | o
The committee divided on the new clauses: r - | Move.

Page 9, lines 10 and 11—
Delete ‘a social worker or other expert’ and substitute:

AYES (16) After line 15—Insert:
. 11A—Amendment of section 37—Application for care and
Brokenshire, R. L. Brown, D. C. protection order
Buckby, M. R. Chapman, V. A. (1) Section 37(1)—delete ‘the minister may apply’ and
Evans, I|. F. Goldsworthy, R. M. substitute ‘the minister must apply’
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(2) Section 37(2)—delete ‘the minister may apply’ and the minister may apply to the Youth Court for an order under this
substitute ‘the minister must apply’ division.

| speak again to the principle that the state should take on thestill think there is a problem with the way it is worded, as
duty of caring for children where the minister or, indeed, theit currently stands. If the minister has reached the conclusion
department have reason to believe that a child is at risk. that the child is at risk and that an order should be made, what
should not be an option: it should be mandatory. In this cas@ther option does the minister have? The minister has
| am amending section 37(1) of the Children’s Protection Actconcluded that a care and protection order should be made.

which provides: In what other way is it possible to get a care and protection
If the minister is of the opinion— order, other than by an application to the Youth Court? If
(a) that a child is at risk; and there is another way that a care and protection order can be

(b) that an order under this division should be made in respeabbtained, clearly it needs to stay ‘may’. But, if the minister

~ ofthe child to secure his or her care and protection,  pelieves there should be a care and protection order in respect
the minister may apply to the Youth Court for an order under thisyf the child, and has reached that conclusion, and there is no
division. other way to get it but to apply to the Youth Court, it seems
This covers a situation where a child is at risk, as far as the&y me the member for Mitchell is correct and that it should
minister is concerned. So, the minister knows that there is gad ‘must’.
child at risk—whether it be of drug taking, being involved in - The Hon. JW. WEATHERILL : In these sorts of cases
crime, an inappropriate sexual relationship or whatever. Thg s as much a drafting issue as anything else. These are very
minister is also of the opinion that there should be a courfinited discretions. If the relevant criteria are established,
order for the care and protection of the child. At the momentinen, the truth is that very limited discretion is left in the
itis an option for the minister not to do anything; the ministerminister to proceed to seek the order. In some cases ‘may’ is
can ignore that risk. Even if the minister believes there 5h0u'ﬁrobably better read as ‘shall’. In this particular clause, it
be an order for the care and protection of the child, ajoeseave very little discretion, but it leaves some discretion.
incompetent or lazy minister—and | am not talking about thisthere js very little discretion for the minister to proceed to
one—could just do nothing. | say that it is mandatory, angne next step; that is, to make the application for an order. If
that is what the community expects. The effect of mypaying heen satisfied that the child is at risk, and it is a proper
amendment is that the minister must apply to the Youthyase for an order to be sought, it is more likely than not that
Court. it will be made. In this case there is little additional discretion

TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL: | think it is a misunder- for the minister in that situation.

standing of the scheme of the act. There are other options ;. HANNA: If a minister becomes aware of a child at

short of going to the Youth Court for dealing with a Ch"q risk and there are informal means of addressing the concerns,

being at risk, and th_is preserves the discre_tion. Perhaps, ingan et them be pursued. However, we are talking about a
proper case, arelative may be the appropriate person to ca{gqe \here a minister is aware of a child at risk and believes
fora child on a short-term basis; it may even be a neighbout 4 an, order should be made for the protection and care of
as a short-term arrangement. If possible, we want to kee,4t child. | am saying that in those circumstances it should
things out of the Youth Court. This is an enabling act. Ity nothing wishy-washy, not an option, but, rather, an
enables us to go to the court when we need to seek thg,iation. | say that the minister is letting down the children

approval ththe hcourt tohdo clertain thirr:gs, but it is noktat risk in South Australia if the government wants to run
mandatory that they are the only steps that need to be takefy oy from an obligation in respect of these children at risk.

to ensure that a child is safe from harm. | think all these ) . o
points misunderstand that a range of informal options ought . Mr LEWIS: Under the provisions in this clause, | ask the

o be explored. The system ought to have sufficient flexibility " "ISter what he is doing to ensure that the staff in the office
to ensure that we are diverted from court processes are competent not only to fill in forms but also to supervise
) the lives of children at risk who, by definition, are still

children—whether they are post pubic or pre pubic, or
whatever other term one may use to describe that. | do not see
that yet happening—and it needs to. What is the minister
oing to ensure that the staff who are recruited are capable of
oing the job and not abusing the position of trust? It is not
just a matter of doing the job: it is also one of not abusing the
TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL: | have concluded my ust: Why is it that the department has people who are
remarks, sir. habitual users of narcotics, for instance, on its staff?
Mrs REDMOND: | thank the minister for those remarks _ The€ CHAIRMAN: The question is that new clause 11A
because it partly answers the question | was going to ask® agreed to.
When | read the member for Mitchell’s proposal in relation ~ Mr LEWIS: | note the minister’s silence. | remind the
to this provision, what sprang to my mind was whether anyhouse that | still have another call, which | may choose to
other options were available. If there are other options, i€xercise, unless | can get the minister to respond to my
seems to me that it is appropriate for the clause to remain d8quiry. This is where the rubber hits the road and where the
currently worded, that is, ‘the minister may apply to theproblems for the department are arising. It is not just about
Youth Court for an order under this division.’ Division 2— protecting the child, according to the way in which the law
Care and protection orders, section 37(1) provides: is writ_ten, from the I‘i_Sk to which they are exposed from any
If the minister is of the opinion— adult in the community, whether they are one or other pf the
(a) that a child is at risk; and parents or a partner of one or other of the parents. It is also
(b) that an order under this division should be made in respec@bout protecting the children from the idiots who have been
of the child to secure his or her care and protection ~ recruited into the department. | again ask: what is the

The CHAIRMAN: | inform the gentleman in the gallery
that he must only film members on their feet. Having
interrupted the minister, | ask that, if the member for
Hammond is speaking on a mobile phone, as | think he is, h
please leave the chamber. The minister.
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department doing about renovating its staff lists to get rid of  Bill reported with an amendment.
those people who are inappropriate in their present roles— The SPEAKER: The question is that the bill be now read
particularly those who are using controlled substances as dragthird time.
abusers and saying that it is okay? | have numerous examples The Hon. J.W. WEATHERILL (Minister for Families
over recent times, during the life of this parliament, whereand Communities): | would merely like to say in the third
children have been given controlled substances by officers sgading that this bill reflects the latest contribution that the
the department and they get away with it. | am not talkinggovernment has made to the child protection agenda. Within
about the kids getting away with it: | am talking about thethree weeks of coming to office we commissioned the Layton
staff, because they say it is a part of life. review. The next major response we made was the allocation

TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL: If the member for of significant resources to deal with a crisis that had devel-
Hammond has any details of those matters | invite him taped within our child protection agencies, and the next
provide them to me or to the chief executive of the departsubstantial change was a budget, those measures together
ment. | am not quite sure what it has to do with this clauseincorporating an additional $210 million to child protection
but I am more than happy to hear any information of that sorin this state over five years. We also responded with our
and will follow it up. However, | have never seen an allega-Keeping Them Safe policy that put in place a range of policy
tion of that sort—certainly, it has not been raised with meand legislative and non-legislative measures that set our
before these proceedings. response to the Layton reforms.

| did give an undertaking to the member for Mitchellthat ~ This most recent tranche of amendments to the child
government members would be voting against this clausgrotection arrangements in this state is the next stage in the
There is one additional piece of information that | should giveprocess. Indeed, there are further foreshadowed amendments
the committee and that is that it could, in the circumstancesssociated with criminal and other evidential matters that are
be postulated that a Family Court order may have beeim the province of the Attorney together with me as Minister
sought, thereby obviating the need for the minister to seek afor Families and Communities. | believe that in this state we

order. have adopted a very enlightened approach to child protection.
New clause negatived. There is no doubt that over a period of time our child
Clauses 12 and 13 passed. protection system has fallen into some degree of difficulty,
Clause 14. but it is working its way out of those days and we believe

Mr LEWIS: What attempt is being made by the ministerthere is a new motivation and, indeed, excitement in the child
to ensure that people who have committed offences relatingrotection agencies, a new sense of endeavour, and | think
to the use of controlled substances are not being appointed tey are ably led by our new Chief Executive Sue Vardon and
guardians? the new divisional Executive Director of Children, Youth and

The CHAIRMAN: | am not sure whether that is relevant, Family Services, Beth Dunning, who have done a tremendous
but if the minister wants to respond | will not stop him. job in taking early steps to turn this agency around.

TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL: There are stringent | know that there is much more to be done, but we believe
processes for screening guardians to ensure that they aretfit we have made extraordinary strides in a relatively short
and proper persons to be guardians of children in th@eriod of time. | also pay particular credit to Julia Cranney,
guardianship or care of the minister. Those processes wouldho has slaved long and hard over these legislative amend-
amongst other things, screen for the commission of criminainents. It has been a very difficult task in translating the
offences. Layton reforms into amendments. While we were, of course,

Mr LEWIS: Does the minister mean to obfuscate byassisted by her guidance, there was an enormous amount of
saying that, to get around those who have been issued witidditional work to turn those recommendations into actual
even expiation notices for the use or abuse of cannabis, whekegislative amendments.
they are not required to give any evidence whatever that they | pay tribute to her and the inter-agency collaboration that
have discontinued the practice? Why is it that that is conhas occurred to produce this important piece of legislation.
sidered appropriate, indeed acceptable, for people who aralso acknowledge parliamentary counsel for their forbear-
habitual users of controlled substances—narcotics, contrance. There is nothing worse than drafting a bill for someone
band, call it what you like, | do not care. It even extends towho thinks they are a bit of a lawyer. They tend to have their
heroin. ‘Oh, we're only social users.’ That is garbage. Whyown ideas about how things ought to work, and | am sure |
is it that we allow such people to become responsible for therive them crazy from time to time. We are very pleased that
care of children? Itis bad enough that they be parents but, iparliamentary counsel is a very tolerant bunch and puts up
this case, they are being appointed by the minister under thgith ministers who think they know more about the law than
authority of the legislation and allowed to continue toparliamentary council. Thank you to everyone; and thanks to
consider that that is an acceptable form of behaviour. the parliament for passing this important piece of legislation.

TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL: | have no knowledge
of appointments of that sort being made. If the member for MrsREDMOND (Heysen): | will not hold up the house
Hammond has some information he could share with us, wor very long; there is just—
can see whether there is something to investigate and whether Mr LEWIS; Mr Speaker, | rise on a point of order. What
there is a person who has been inappropriately appointed &sthe motion we are debating?

a foster carer. | have no information of that sort. | would be The SPEAKER: It is the third reading.
very interested to find information of that sort. Itis certainly ~ Mr LEWIS: To my certain knowledge, no-one has moved
not the policy of this government to appoint people who arghat it be read a third time.
not appropriate to be foster carers by virtue of their substance TheHon. J.W. Weatherill: Yes, we did.
use or abuse. MrsRedmond: Yes.
Clause passed. Mr LEWIS: The record will show that no-one has moved
Clause 15, schedules and title passed. that the bill be read a third time.
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TheHon. JW. Weatherill: Yes, | did. that | was expressing. Indeed, it was a partition, if you like,
The SPEAKER: The minister | believe— of the concerns that | was raising about the way forward from
Mr LEWIS: He did not say anything. where we were in 2002, shortly after the government came

TheHon. PF. Conlon: Well, Peter, he did—and it to office.

doesn't matter.whfs\t you think. . I commend Robyn Layton and those officers of the
Mr LEWIS: I will check theHansard record, and I think  genartment who, as the minister has pointed out, have done

you will find that | am not mistaken. this work. It does not alter the concern properly raised by
The Hon. PF Conlon: Well, you are. honourable members, not just by me, and to which attention
Mr LEWIS: | am certain that | am not. has been drawn by the member for Heysen in her summary

The SPEAKER: All right; we will not enter into a debate.  anq contribution just made, and | commend her for doing that.
The member can make doubly sure, but | am confident thafjy experience is pretty much the same as hers in terms of the
it was said. . ) principles and the obvious statistics that are involved. It is

MrsREDMOND: | promise that | will not keep the house nresently too much the case that it is simply taken on trust
for Iong,. but | want to put a couple of things on the record it everything a child, having left home, is saying is not only
largely in response to a couple of comments from the)aysible but also fact. Even if it is not, the benefit of the
minister. First, | am pleased that some of these recommendggpt, where any doubt arises, is given to the child rather
tions of Robyn Layton's report which are now 2%z years oldihan to the parents. That is sad, because it means that very
are flnally being addressed. It has seemed to me for a longken a great number of those young teenagers whose lives
time that it must have been somewnhat frustrating for Robyr.oy|d have proceeded in an orderly fashion if they were just
Layton to have become so profoundly involved in the issuegompelled to stay with their families have become trashed
arising in child protection in this state and to have producethough their own impulsive conduct—or misconduct—and

such a magnificent report to then see it sit there for so longhep, they seek to blame someone else a few years later.
without some of the recommendations (which | believe to be

relatively simple) being addressed. Secondly, the ministerin 1hat has been my experience, sir, and | am sure that it has
response to one of the amendments moved by the member f3¢€n yours, and | know that the member for Heysen has had
Mitchell and to some other comments said that, in relation t& NUmber of people go to her office. | guess, because of the
these youngsters who leave home, 99 times out of 100 thégpbllcny_that has been attracted to the remarks | have made
are coming out of problem homes and they do need to |eavg,bout this from time to time, _and especially during the last
that there are difficulties in the home that force them to leavell1"€€ years, | may have received more than other members.
If that figure is correct, all | can say is that an awful ot of | at does not mean that | am better; it just means that | have
children must be leaving home. If | am seeing only one in 10412d @ greater measure of information directed to me, and so
of children, then an awful lot of children are leaving home in greater respon5|b|I|ty_faII_s to me to investigate the circum-
this state. There are too many instances of children from goggfances of each of the incidents that are drawn to my atten-
homes leaving home when they are in conflict with their!on; hence the number of files.
parents. | agree that sometimes parents lack parenting skills, The minister can rest assured that he will hear from me
especially in parenting adolescents, nevertheless, they aa®out that matter. That is not a threat, and it is not intended
from good homes and it is not a situation of their leavingto cause him to feel in any sense distressed by what | have
home for valid reasons. They are leaving home because theyid: it is not meant that way. If it is taken that way, then it
are aided and abetted to do so by the department. | know thiaf taken mistakenly. It is my genuine concern for lives that
we lost the amendment concerning the objects remaining apuld otherwise be made more productive if they are just
they are in a division, but | would ask the minister to consideicompelled to accept the fact that one will not achieve
very carefully a number of issues raised by various speakegnything in life unless one is disciplined in the way in which
in this debate in relation to the rights of parents who are goodne approaches it. This bill provides the means by which that
parents and whose children go off the rails briefly. should be possible but, in some instances, on the other side
Itis my firm view that those children, our community and of it, it makes it too easy for the department to use subjective
society generally would be much better served if we took gudgment and misjudge the situation to the detriment of all
somewhat firmer line than we are taking now and ensuredoncerned—both the parents and, more particularly, the child
that they are raised in their families; and that the parents ai@ question.
supported rather than the state assisting the children to gain
their independence at an age when they are really not ready
to have it.

Bill read a third time and passed.

. . CORRECTIONAL SERVICES (PAROLE)
Mr LEWIS (Hammond): I, too, believe, as | said in my AMENDMENT BILL

second reading contribution, that the bill comes out of

committee to the third reading as a piece of legislation which, TheHon. J.W. WEATHERILL (Minister for Families

in principle, is much better than we have had in the past. Tand Communities): | have to report that the managers of the
that extent, the minister is to be commended, as are thoso houses conferred together and it was agreed that we
people who have taken SeriOUS|y the task of reforming whathould recommend to our respective houses:

the legislation said earlier. Those people began the process )

with the reference by the government (before this minister, NO- 1: That the House of Assembly amend its amendment by

p . _feleting from proposed subsection (2)(b) of section 66 ‘(but the
became the minister) to Robyn Layton, the reference whic gulations may not exclude a prisoner liable to serve a total period

resulted in her report. That happened in consequence of thgimprisonment of 3 years or less)’ and that the Legislative Council
concerns that | expressed earlier in this parliament. They wergree thereto.

concerns that then became shared by elements within the Nos 2 and 3: That the Legislative Council no longer insist on its
government, but not in such fulsome fashion as the concerniisagreement to these amendments.
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SPECIAL COMMISSION OF INQUIRY (POWERS
AND IMMUNITIES) BILL

The Legislative Council insisted on its amendments to
which the House of Assembly had disagreed.

ADJOURNMENT

At 7.11 p.m. the house adjourned until Monday
12 September at 2 p.m.

Corrigenda

Estimates Committee A

Page 99, column 1, line 55—For ‘3 000’ read ‘300'.

Page 113, column 1, line 36—or ‘account’ read ‘accounts other
than those’.



