HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 19

hard and we had a lot of fun in so doing—travelling together,
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY staying overnight in country pubs, enjoying many Wiener
schnitzels, telling yarns and drinking many beers, and, with
Tuesday 2 May 2006 Terry and Ted both punters, always discussing Fbem
. : Guide. We came to know one another well.
2 TgeijEéngﬁéHeig' J.J. Snelling) took the chair at What shines through in my memories of Terry? On the
p-m. prayers. serious side there was his deep commitment to working
ROBERTS. Hon. T.G.. DEATH people. He knew where he was from and he knew whose side
' T he was on. He brought with him a worldly experience from
TheHon. M.D. RANN (Premier): Itis with considerable  his years at sea. He was fascinating. He would tell stories of
sadness that | move: visiting ports in South Africa and the docks in London. Of

That the House of Assembly expresses its deep regret at the de%ﬂurse’ he also had awisdom and valuable regional perspec-

of the Hon. Terry Roberts, a minister and a member of the LegislalV® @S @ result of his upbringing in the South-East. In a
tive Council, and places on record its appreciation of his long an@¢ommittee that included eccentrics, storytellers and practical
meritorious service; and that as a mark of respect to his memory thekers, Terry’s wit and insightful commentary on events left
sitting of the house be suspended until the ringing of the bills. 5 deep impression—because he would quietly send us all up.
In February this year, we lost a fine parliamentary colleaguele would talk about his time at sea, his love of horseracing
minister and friend with the passing of Terry Roberts. Just and golf, and his inexplicable love for the Collingwood
few weeks after his 60th birthday, Terry succumbed, after &ootball Club.
long battle, to cancer. He was a man of compassion and | mentioned at his state funeral service our three celebrat-
decency. He was widely loved, admired and respected, aretl aircraft incidents. We left Adelaide one morning in a light
his sense of humour was as dry as a parched, old creek bgslane and shortly after take-off from Adelaide Airport on our
Terry made a major contribution to this state during hisway to Mount Gambier the young pilot—people were asking
20 years in parliament, and | was very proud to have him inwhether he had a licence because he was so young—
the ministry from 2002. announced that he would have to make an emergency landing

Terance Gerald Roberts was a true son of the South-Eastecause of total instrument failure. There was no electricity
being born in Millicent on 28 January 1946. After schoolingon board. The next day, after going down to Mount Gambier
in Millicent, Mount Gambier and Sydney, Terry embarkedin another plane, we were in a second plane with another
on arich and varied pre-parliamentary career. He spent mampjlot. As we took off from Mount Gambier Airport the
years at sea working as a ship’s engineer and watchkeepérggage compartment in the nose of the plane blew open,
in the process visiting many fascinating and impoverishedavhich destabilised the plane. It also destabilised me because
parts of the world, including Africa and South America. in my luggage was tens of thousands of dollars worth of
Perhaps foreshadowing his role as minister for correctiongkderal Labor’s polling—or certainly polling from another
services, he once worked at a parole and pre-release cengate. | was concerned about how | would explain the loss of
in London. On his return to South Australia he was a metathis polling and whether | would have to search through the
and forestry worker, and he became heavily involved in tradgine forest around the airport to see whether | could retrieve
unions and the Australian Labor Party. it. Of course, it not only destabilised the plane but also forced

A parliamentary career beckoned for Terry, but it did notyet another emergency landing.
come easily. In 1979 he unsuccessfully contested the seat of Because these things seem to come in threes, | especially
Victoria, which was later held by one of one of Terry’s local remember a plane trip to Roxby Downs. We were looking at
footballing colleagues, Dale Baker. In 1982 his bid for a seah reference to the Public Works Committee for the building
in the Legislative Council went much better, such that theyof a road between Woomera and Roxby. Ted Chapman had
even put his name on an office door in this building. Terryspent most of the previous night in the high rollers room at
attended—I think even voted—at his first caucus meeting, buthe casino. | am sure he would not mind my saying that he
in a subsequent recount of votes, Terry fell just short and wadid not look great, and as soon as he got onto the plane he fell
denied again. Terry eventually gained a place in the uppento a deep sleep. | also fell into a deep sleep. We were
house. | well remember entering parliament with him in thewoken over Woomera by Terry who told us that the undercar-
1985 state election. We entered this parliament on the samimge was jammed; that it would not come down; and that we
day. Terry’s maiden speech covered a range of topics, all ahight be forced to make a belly landing at the air force strip
which would remain central to his work and his beliefs overnear Woomera. We thought that Terry was joking—but he
the following two decades: the need for social change; thevas not! We had to fly around Woomera to burn up some fuel
importance of protecting the disadvantaged in our society; thim order to minimise the risk of an explosion if we were
plight of Aboriginal Australians; industrial democracy in the forced to make an emergency belly landing.
workplace and worker participation in management; and the Finally, Ted Chapman (who was the hero of the hour) was
future of manufacturing and farming. All these topics sort of lying on the floor, helping the pilot to crank down the
remained in his heart and in his head. wheels of the plane. We were all waiting for the click, but we

I came to know Terry best when he, Phil Tyler and | werecould not confirm that it was really locked in, despite some
elected to the parliamentary Public Works Committee. Thapositive thumbs up from people below on the runway. It is
committee, which was chaired by the late Keith Plunkettamazing how focused and bipartisan we all became. | am not
included Liberals such as the Hons Ted Chapman, Murragure whether we sar@oming in on a Wing and a Prayer,
Hill, David Wotton and Peter Dunn. For four years we but, certainly, it felt like that. During a most anxious hour, it
travelled the state together—sometimes other states—as w&s Terry who found humour in our predicament by writing
made site inspections and held public hearings on various series of mocldvertiser headlines, which included ‘Future
infrastructure projects. All of us on that committee, regardlessinisters lost in air tragedy’; and even one he handed to me
of politics or background, became good friends. We workedvith a wink, ‘Future premier cut down in his prime’.
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But then we all agreed that the most likely headline wasl960s. Terry was very thin and gravely ill at this point—I
none of these. These were all being handed around on piecégnk many of us were shocked—but he made the effort,
of paper by way of Terry’s gallows humour. We agreed thatvhich was not lost on the service veterans and Aboriginal
the headline should read, ‘Fierce factional battle erupts ipeople, and their descendants, who were there on that warm
ALP over preselections’. We thought that was a dead cerSunday morning in North Adelaide.

We landed safely and, in order to celebrate, we had this idea | will never forget my last meeting with Terry at the Mary

of taking over—in a bipartisan way—a local community Potter Hospice. Terry’s humour and commitment were still
radio station which was working on the nearby base. Wéntact, and he joked about feeling much better now that he
decided that we would use this to promote the federal Labowas on painkillers designed for race horses. | could not quite
Party and the state Liberal Party. This was one of thosanderstand that but, of course, he was a great punter and he
pranks that we would get up to. We literally took over thisthought that was a very positive sign. He was also positive
radio station, much to the amusement and bemusement of th@out his future but wanted to do the right thing by the Labor
Americans who were running it. Then, to calm down, weParty. Many of us in the Labor Party strongly felt his
drank too many beers at the Woomera Club. But it wagpresence during the recent state election campaign. Indeed,
Terry’s wry sense of humour in a crisis that won the day. Il was proud and pleased to dedicate my speech at the ALP
think that, probably, Ted trumped us all by getting on thecampaign launch at the Norwood Concert Hall to Terry and
radio nationally (on 2GB and 2UE), claiming that | had his memory.

offered to save the rest of my colleagues by using the only Terry Roberts was the calm in every storm, the voice of
parachute available in order to lighten the plane’s load!  reason and reasonable behaviour. Rather than blow his own

Terry Roberts was a quiet achiever, holding shadow anttumpet, he instead quietly beat the drum of social justice in
ministerial portfolios from 1994 right through to his death. everything he did. With every path he crossed he left people
In opposition, he played a leading role in the upper housaware of his integrity, and he left them feeling better about
fighting the privatisation of ETSA—something which he felt themselves and about the world, because Terry was a punter
really strongly about. Similarly, he doggedly fought againstwho really cared about the punters. So, on behalf of members
industrial relations legislation which he felt would disadvan-on this side of the house, and | am sure on behalf of every
tage South Australian workers. Terry was passionate, ahember of this parliament and all of the staff in this parlia-
course, about regional development, and he valuably broughtent, | extend my deepest sympathy to Terry’s partner Julie
rural concerns to the shadow cabinet table and then to thend to his beloved sons Nick, Tim, Harry and Tom. He will
cabinet table. be very much missed.

Most of all, Terry will be remembered for his four years
as a former minister for aboriginal affairs and reconciliation. TheHon. |.F. EVANS (L eader of the Opposition): On
It was a natural fit, because no-one cared more deeply and neehalf of the Liberal Party, | second the Premier’s condolence
one was more committed to advancing the cause of indigemmotion and express our sincere regret at the passing of Terry
ous people than Terry Roberts. Whether it be practicaRoberts, a former minister of the Crown and member of the
measures to improve health and education, native title or thieegislative Council, and wish to place on record our appreci-
protection of Aboriginal heritage, Terry reached out. He didation for his distinguished service to the parliament and the
not just walk across the bridge of reconciliation, he spenpeople of South Australia. | know, Mr Speaker, that you will
every day helping to build that bridge. Aboriginal peopleconvey to Mr Roberts’ family our deepest sympathies and
could relate to his quiet sincerity, his infinite patience inappreciation for his significant contribution to the state.
negotiations, his ability to walk the land with them and then  Terry Roberts was born and raised in the South-East and
to sit down in the dirt to listen rather than talk. He would sitas a young man he spent several years at sea travelling
for many hours, for as long as was needed, to gain peopletbroughout South America, Africa and on many oceans in
trust to truly understand them and their arguments. between. Upon his return to the South-East, Mr Roberts was

| will always remember our sleeping in swags in a dryvery active in the local community. He started work in the
creek bed (I think that it was called Talking Creek) nearforestry industry, and it was there he became more involved
Umuwa on the APY lands—a part of the state that Terrywith the union movement prior to his extensive parliamentary
always loved. He warned us about camping on a camel traifervice. Mr Roberts joined the Labor Party some 38 years ago
He said that there could be herds of camels coming down thend first contested the seat of Victoria in 1979, which |
track in the middle of the night. Also, he told us that we hadunderstand now encompasses much of the current seat of
to put our boots at the bottom of our swag inside our swag sblacKillop, but was unsuccessful. He then ran for the
that the dingoes, which were roaming the area, would ndtegislative Council but a tight contest result in 1982 saw
steal them. | remember our drinking billy tea around a roaringlerry again miss out, and the Premier has referred to the fact
fire under a sky lit up by stars and meteorites, and then beinipat he went to one or two caucus meetings on the assumption
kept up all night by Terry’s prodigious snoring, which would that he had got across the line. It must have been tragic for
have kept any camel or dingo at bay. It sounded like thdim to miss out in those circumstances. In 1985 he was
engine room on one of his cargo ships! It was great to see sglected to the Legislative Council, and then successfully
many Aboriginal people at his state funeral, coming in buseseturned.
and cars, making their way from all parts of the state and From the beginning of his parliamentary career, Terry
beyond the state to salute someone whom they loved ariRloberts earned the respect of his peers and people on all sides
respected. of politics for his candour and belief that everyone deserved

Terry’s compassion and selflessness shone through to th@have their say. After being involved in numerous commit-
very end. In January this year, just one month before higees and serving as a shadow minister for nearly eight years,
death, Terry bravely attended the dedication of the memoridfr Roberts became the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs and
in the parklands to the victims of atomic testing in SouthReconciliation, amongst other ministerial appointments,
Australia’s Outback at Maralinga during the 1950s andollowing Labor’s election victory at the 2002 election.
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During his time as minister, it was often remarked that Terryat the best of times. Terry managed that very difficult
Roberts would walk the land when making decisions abouportfolio extremely well, particularly given that, when it came
Aboriginal issues and was a strong advocate for reconcilito the allocation of resources, the correctional portfolio
ation. A quote from the upper house is that Terry Robertalways was—and probably always will be—up against it.
used to say you need more dusty bums and less shining bunfgrry handled that portfolio well, and never at any time did
a reference to sitting down and talking to the Aboriginalwe have cross words.
community.The Advertiser reports that one of Terry Roberts’ With respect to the Aboriginal affairs and reconciliation
main achievements was the number of sacred sites addedgortfolio, again, Terry was able to manage a difficult
the Aboriginal Heritage Register under Terry's managemenportfolio to the extent that, as has been mentioned, significant
This was greater than under any other former minister, anthcreased funding has flowed through, particularly to the
| am sure that Mr Roberts’ legacy will be talked about for Anangu Pitjantjatjara lands, as a direct result of Terry's
many years to come. passion and doggedness in pushing forward a strong argu-
While Terry Roberts and | have at times had differentment to cabinet, to government and to me as Treasurer, which
views, given that we are from different political parties, it saw us agreeing with Terry that it was important that those
was, indeed, an honour and a pleasure to have known him. Ganding increases be provided.
behalf of the Liberal Party, | would like to say how muchwe My long lasting memory of Terry will be of a gentleman,
enjoyed Terry’s presence as a member of parliament and howf someone who never had a cross word with me or with
much we respected his contribution to the parliament and tpeople around the cabinet table—or, if he did, it was very
the people of South Australia. Like many on this siderare, very quick and never with the degree of strength that
particularly in this house, | came to know Terry throughoften happens amongst individuals, be it in the cabinet room
things such as the parliamentary cricket game, in which Terrgr elsewhere in the parliament.
was an active participant, over coffee in the members’ lounge Terry was a great contributor to this parliament and
or as a result of discussions as members of various commighowed all of us that you can do this job with great character,
tees. | can say very sincerely that Terry Roberts was one @freat humility and great politeness, which people like me
the most genuine politicians one would like to meet if oneshould reflect on in terms of how we conduct ourselves. |
was involved in politics. He was a most sincere and a mosivant to put on the record that it is sad losing Terry, and he is
valued member of parliament. On behalf of the Liberal Partypne person whom | will miss. | say to Julie his partner, in
| offer our most sincere condolences to Mr Roberts’ partneparticular, and also and importantly to his sons Nick, Tim,
Julie and four sons, Nick, Tim, Tom and Harry. Harry and Tom, that they can be very proud of their partner

and father.
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY (Deputy Premier): | wish to

make a few brief comments—I think the Premier and the Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop): There is at least one thing
Leader of the Opposition (as will other speakers) havehat Terry Roberts and | have in common: we both call
covered many aspects of Terry’s life. Like most of my Millicent our home (and our birthplace). Notwithstanding that
colleagues, | knew Terry for a long time; for most of the we came from the same community, Terry was a few years
active years in which | have been a member of the Laboolder than me and | did not really get to know him until
Party. One of Terry’s characteristics and features | willlatterly, principally when | came here and joined him in this
always remember is that you never had an argument or garliament. Terry was born in Millicent in 1946, and we have
cross word with Terry and you never experienced, as ont understand a little bit about that community in those days,
sometimes does in politics, the clash of moment or the clasim Terry’s formative years in that town and community, to
of comments or the clash of thought that sometimes occunsnderstand Terry Roberts. Unlike just about every other rural
as a result of the tensions involved in politics. town in South Australia, particularly in those days, Millicent

I recall that, when I first entered politics and was seekingvas a multicultural community and an industrial-based
to position myself in the seat of Semaphore to become aommunity. That is, | think, the situation that Terry grew up
member of parliament (it is no great moment in Labor Partyin and what probably formed his views of life and the world
history), there was a period of tension with respect to thaaround him as he grew.
electorate because there were other people who also soughtAs has already been mentioned, he had a great love for
preselection in that seat, and Terry factionally lined up withsport of all kinds and was a great participant in sport. He was
my opponent in that area. However, throughout that entira fine footballer, played A-grade for the Millicent football
period (and there were moments of tension between variougub, and played cricket for many years in Millicent. He loved
individuals), Terry and | never had a cross word. He, in facthis cricket. Also, in latter years he was a very keen golfer.
could look at you and even though | knew that he wasTerry was always known around Millicent as ‘Rough’. People
perhaps strongly supporting my internal opponent, he woulgust talked about ‘Rough’ and everyone knew who they were
still be very polite, friendly and warm in the way in which he talking about, but it was only quite recently, in fact at the
dealt with me. service held in his honour at the Convention Centre following

Throughout my time in this house, as a member of thénis death, that | learned where Terry got the name.
shadow cabinet and, obviously, as Treasurer of this state, His brother sent a letter that was read out during that
sitting around the cabinet table with Terry for four years, Iservice, which said that, when they were small boys, their
know that Terry had some very difficult portfolios. Let us mother was ill at one stage and they were sent to live with a
make no bones about it: to be correctional services ministegelative in Penshurst in western Victoria. In the local
in any government is not an easy portfolio. The demands ancbmmunity there, those two new boys to the town were being
pressures on the system are such that it was a very difficuknocked around a bit by the local bully, and Terry sorted him
portfolio for Terry to manage. Much has been said about hisut and from that day on was known as ‘Rough Stuff’. If you
Aboriginal affairs portfolio (and | will touch on that briefly), walked anywhere in Millicent and mentioned the name
but there is no question that corrections is a difficult portfolio‘Rough’, everyone in that community knew who you were
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talking about. | had always assumed that it was something t@hat'll be all right.’ | was very nervous, but he would go into
do with his behaviour on the football field, so, Terry, | owe the council and stick to the line faithfully all the way through
you an apology for that one. and not put up with any nonsense, just work his way through

Terry learned his trade at what was then in Millicent theit. He would not become at all unsettled or rattled by the
Apcel mill, now known as KCA, Kimberly-Clark Australia, process of dealing with legislation in a not necessarily
and made strong friendships there. One of the things thdtiendly environment. | learned quite a bit from him about
struck me following Terry’s untimely death was that thehow to go through that process, and | thank him for the
Advertiser wrote one article and referred to him as ansupport he gave me as the minister assisting the minister for
intellectual. | thought about that and thought: | am not toathe environment. As has been said by other members, Julie
sure that Terry would have regarded himself as an intellecand his sons should be very proud of their partner and father.
tual. However, one of the stories relayed at the service was
by Trevor Medhurst, who started his apprenticeship with  Dr McFETRIDGE (M orphett): | would like to pass on
Apcel on the same day as Terry and who told some terrifieny condolences to Julie and the boys. | concur with what a
yarns about Terry in a quite light-hearted manner. One of thivt of other members have said: Terry Roberts was a fine
yarns was that Terry started reading books by Tolstoyman. | got to know him through the Aboriginal Lands
Dostoevski and a whole heap of people whose names bofrarliamentary Standing Committee, and it was a pleasure to
Trevor and | find difficult to even pronounce, and he said have known him; he was a really decent man. Everything that
‘We started to worry about Terry, so we made sure that everthe other members have said could best be summed up in the
time we went somewhere in the car we sat him in the fronterm: Terrynya palaru wati wiru. That means: Terry Roberts
so we could keep an eye on him. was a decent man.

As | said, he loved his golf. In recent years, before he left
Millicent and moved here to Adelaide, he could be found  TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Administrative
every Saturday morning at the Millicent Golf Club. I believe Services and Government Enterprises): | would like to
that they even kept his golf clubs in the boot of the ministeriakpeak briefly to this motion. | acknowledge all those who
car so that he could take the opportunity when it arose to plaifave spoken before me and, obviously, | agree with their
one of his then favourite sports. Terry Roberts will be rememcomments. | knew Terry for about 20 years, and all through
bered for a long, long time as one of Millicent's favourite that period | found him to be a very genuine human being, a
sons. He will be affectionately remembered, particularly invery easy person to get on with. | got to know him better
the Somerset or the Sportsman’s, as ‘Rough’, and he will behen | came into the parliament. | think it would be pretty
missed. He will be sadly missed by many close friends in thelose to the mark to say that you could not find any other
Millicent community. | sincerely offer my condolences and member of parliament who got on better with each and every

those of the people of the Millicent district and the electorateyther member of parliament irrespective of where they came
of MacKillop to his partner Julie, their sons, Tom and Harry,from, both politically and geographically.

and his older sons, Nick and Tim. As others have already said—the member for MacKillop,

TheHon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Health): | want to in particular—Terry was a proud Millicent man and a very
speak briefly to this motion and to add my condolences t§°°d SPortsman. Like the Leader of the Opposition, I, too, got

those passed on by other members to Julie and the boys. | 8t know him better through the parliamentary cricket

Terry Roberts in the mid-1980s when he was first elected tlgatches, which he took extremely seriously. In his younger
this place and | was a staffer working for the then minister for. ays, he was a very good footballer and cricket player and,

education, Greg Crafter. | had a fair bit to do with Terry in in more recent times, a serious golfer. As others have already

those days when he represented Greg at various events a d. he was a very keen punter, and we used to _share_ quite
| guess | got to know him reasonably well. You could & ot of stories on the Monday about who had won in various

describe him as an old-fashioned lefty, a radical in his views>tates, and so forth, and it surprised me how much he knew

but in his personal behaviour and demeanour he was veépoqt r.acmg and how closely he in fact follqwgd it
much the Opposite: avery genﬂe person. Slm”ar to my CO"eagUe, the former m|n|ste.r fOI’ the
It was an interesting combination of qualities: radicalismenvironment, Terry also shepherded through legislation for
of thought, but gentleness of behaviour. Those qualitie§€ in the Legislative Council, and | had an identical experi-
equipped him very well for the job of Minister for Aboriginal €nce. Despite complicated pieces of legislation, whether it
Affairs and Reconciliation. He was able to bring to thatwas the Fair Work Act or the Safe Work Act, Terry did not
portfolio a very strong understanding of the needs ofmuch need or care forabne_flng,_or to go into too much detail
Aboriginal people and also the capacity to listen, understangoout what was in the legislation. He gave me the same
and identify with people who did not want fast solutions butmessage as he gave to the member for Kaurna. Terry was
who did want someone to listen to them. I think that is why@lways very laconic, and was always successful in making
the Aboriginal community, in particular, was so well Sure that he was able to shepherd that legislation through.
represented at his funeral. I well remember having discussions with the member for
In the last four years | got to know Terry in a different Morphett, who asked me, down at Adelaide Oval ata SACA
context, because he represented me (as the minister for thenction back some months ago, how Terry was, and it was
environment) in the other place and we had quite a lot of great pity that we saw him slip away considerably. What
legislation to put through both houses. | would deal with it instruck me was his strength of character all through that
this house and then pass it on to Terry. Sometimes the billgeriod. Whenever you spoke to him, whether it was in or out
were complex, running for hundreds of pages with hundredsf the cabinet room, he was always very confident and very
of amendments, and | would seek an opportunity to briefjutsy in the way he handled his serious health problems. |
Terry. | think the most | ever got out of him was about five remember having a discussion with the member for Morphett,
minutes to say what the bill was about and he would sayand he shared with me on that evening a number of stories
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about Terry and parliamentary committees, and those storiésto talking about his own illness was very small. He was
will always stay with me. forever brave. In fact, the one thing he loved more than his
Could I also express my sympathies to Julie and the boygortfolio, indigenous people, the union movement, his
Nick, Tim, Tom and Harry. They have a lot to be proud of. political views and the ALP was always his family. He would
| am sure that Terry would have been successful at anwant them to be well, safe and comfortable into the future.
portfolio. He was a fantastic listener, he could get on with  Of the things | remember most about Terry is, | think, his
people and he was a great communicator. They were some gfiality that is so rare amongst us: Terry never spoke unless
his strengths, and | am sure that with strengths like that—he had something worthwhile to say. It always served you
being able to listen to people, being able to digest an argwell to listen to him because he said something wise and
ment, being able to communicate with people, whether it beensible and, at the end of it, as the Treasurer said, there was
in the delicate portfolios of Aboriginal affairs or correctional never acrimony, ill will or ill temper. There was always a
services—he would have succeeded in any portfolio. Themile because he always left a curve at the end of a conversa-
parliament of South Australia has lost a great Southion: a bend or a twist that made you laugh at yourself. He
Australian. will be sadly missed. He spoke ill of no-one and none of us
could speakill of him. He was a kind, generous and humane
Mr HANNA (Mitchell): Terry Roberts was a genuine, man who loved his family more than anything else. When we
old-time, left-wing Labor man, and we would do well to remember him, we all will smile because we loved him. We
remember him, especially because there will not be too margend our affection and love to his family.
more like him coming into the parliament. | knew him
through work on the Aboriginal Lands Parliamentary TheHon. R.G. KERIN (Frome): Itis with sadness that
Standing Committee. Through his work there as minister, it rise to pay tribute to Terry Roberts. Terry was one of the
was plain to see that he had a genuine regard for Aborigindfuly nice guys of politics, and it was my great honour to have
people, indeed, for anyone who was getting a raw deal in ouhe opportunity to speak at Terry’s memorial service; and |
community. When he took on the ministry for Aboriginal think everyone from the various sides of Terry’s life learnt
affairs he probably did not realise that he was going to hava lot about the man and the way in which people across this
so much to do with mining, particularly undermining, but hestate thought of Terry Roberts. The service was a fitting
did his bit and did it well. Aboriginal welfare has improved tribute to a very decent, likeable and highly respected man.
over the past four years largely thanks to him. At the veryHis commitment to the Aboriginal affairs portfolio was
least, a spotlight has been put on past inadequacies. Terayways obvious, but people at the service that day saw the
Roberts genuinely did his very best to see that those inadespect and gratitude of the Aboriginal community. They
equacies were overcome. My condolences to the family. Mawould be left in no doubt about Terry Roberts’s contribution,

he rest in peace. the way in which he went about it and the passion he had for
o Aboriginal people.
TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Educa- Terry was never an attention seeker. He would quietly and

tion and Children’s Services): | also rise to give my efficiently perform all his tasks without much noise being
condolences to Julie and the boys, and to say that we athade. His love for the South-East (as the member for
mourn and miss Terry enormously. Itis interesting when yowacKillop said) was always obvious and never diminished.
look at the time of someone’s death and realise how muchie and | had mutual friends in the South-East and he was
you learn about the way they lived their lives. It is true thatforever reporting to me what they were doing. Certainly, the
when someone passes it is often inevitable—and we all kno®outh-East played a big part in Terry Roberts’s life. Terry
that we will die—but to die at the peak of one’s powers inwas always cheerful and friendly around Parliament House,
office in government as a minister when you have a youngever taking politics beyond the chamber. Many members in
family, and you have so much before you, is both cruel anghis place greatly enjoyed Terry's company. Certainly, he will
shocking for all of us. Death in many ways is the stuff of be missed not only by the Labor Party but also across the
legend, it is the material of heroic acts, and, in many wayswhole political spectrum, and this place will be poorer for his
the essence of bravery, and | do not just mean about thogirting. We all admired the courage with which Terry fought
who die on the battlefield; | mean those who die from seriousis iliness while he continued to try to complete the jobs he
ilness. had set himself within his portfolios. It was an honour to
Terry approached the last months of his life with anknow Terry Roberts. | pass on my sympathy to Julie and his
extraordinary degree of bravery and heroism. He died, | thinkkamily on their sad and premature loss. | also pass on my
offering so much to all of us around him. He was, above allthoughts to his friends and his staff. | know they thought very
stoic, calm, generous and kind. When you think of death andighly of Terry.
being in hospital and ill you use the word ‘patient’, as if it is
the name of the job you have. In fact, patience was what TheHon.JW. WEATHERILL (Minister for Abo-
Terry showed so often. As in his dealings with Aboriginalriginal Affairsand Reconciliation): It is my privilege also
people, he was able to sit, be calm and patient, wait for thing® honour the contribution made to this parliament and to
to happen and, at the same time, spread a degree of pegugblic life by the Hon. Terry Roberts. For nearly 10 years
around him. Although people were deeply worried andTerry had responsibilities in this area of Aboriginal affairs,
mourning that his loss would occur soon, through his calrfirst, of course, as shadow minister and then four years as
and peaceful approach to his life he managed to help amhinister. | am conscious, as the new Minister for Aboriginal
support them in the worst moments of his life. In fact, | oftenAffairs and Reconciliation, that | follow a man who enjoyed
spoke to Terry about illness, sickness and hospitals, bugxtraordinary respect within the Aboriginal community. |
interestingly, he never spoke about himself. Basically, h&now that Terry commenced much work, and it is proper to
spoke about his family, their illnesses, his children, theirespect his memory by continuing that work, and | pledge to
visits to hospitals and how hard that was. The energy he puto that.
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Terry’s vision ultimately was one of optimism. Terry | knew Terry for a little over 20 years. | spent quite a lot
could always and only see the very best of human naturaf time around the corridors of the Legislative Council
That is the attitude he took to his politics; certainly, it is thewatching how this place operated, and it was after that
attitude he took to the question of Aboriginal affairs. Someexperience | decided that | wanted to be a member of the
would say it is the attitude you need if you are going to be aHouse of Assembly—no, that is not true. But it is certainly
socialist; and, certainly, Terry was a socialist and a deefhe case that | had a lot to do with Terry during those years.
optimist. He acknowledged that, while there were many can remember one particular occasion when | had a personal
challenges in Aboriginal affairs, he never ceased to see thgpset. | remember sitting down in one of the lounges in the
importance of telling the good stories—the things that wered.egislative Council, and Terry’s kindness and gentleness was
successful about Aboriginal culture and the Aboriginalsomething that | will never forget. Terry had kind eyes. If you
community. thought you were in trouble you always knew you could

During his term as minister, Terry had many proudspeak to Terry and you would have a shoulder to cry on and
achievements. As mentioned earlier, an additional 6®&e would look after you. So | think Terry’s gentle approach
Aboriginal heritage sites were registered during his time ao the world is something we have all witnessed, and he was
minister. He was known for walking the country with a genuinely lovely man.
traditional owners before making a decision, especially when | say in closing that | am in awe of his partner Julie’s
that decision involved disturbing what was found to be a sitespeech at the funeral service. How anyone could be so brave
of significance. He thought that it was appropriate that heand allow us the insights into her life with Terry and the lives
hear the stories and pay his respect before making a decisiafiher sons is extraordinary, and | pay tribute to her. | hope
which would have an effect on an area of significance fowe can do something in the future which pays an appropriate
Aboriginal people. He gained respect by his willingness to sihonour to Terry’s service in the Aboriginal affairs portfolio,
down and listen to these stories that were so important to thend | dedicate myself to that task. To his family, | say that
traditional owners. you should be proud of your father. His commitment to

I know that one of his proudest achievements was thenaking South Australia a better place was undoubted and you
Aboriginal Economic Development Seminar and Expo, whichshould be very proud indeed.
was held in June last year. One again, he regarded that as a
way in which he could showcase the undoubted talent and Mr VENNING (Schubert): | wish to add to the condo-
creativity that exists within the Aboriginal community. lences of my colleagues and also support the motion of the
Another of his proud achievements was the launch of ouPremier and the leader. It is strange how we often stereotype
policy in relation to Aboriginal affairs, Doing it Right, which people, particularly before we come into this place. Terry was
has at its basis respecting Aboriginal people and ensuring thhere five years before me and | was active within the upper
the wider South Australian community respect the Aboriginalevels of the Liberal Party. | had this person painted as some
people in the way in which we carry out our affairs. leftie from the unions, a heavy duty person, without even

Of course, Terry re-established the South Australiarknowing him. When | came here in 1990, | soon learnt how
Aboriginal Lands Parliamentary Standing Committee, wheravrong | was. | served with Terry for eight years on the ERD
he strove for bipartisan support in relation to these importan€ommittee and for seven years | was chairman. The advice,
guestions. In relation to the APY lands and the extraordinarigupport and friendship that he gave me will always be
disturbing outcomes that we have witnessed in those landeggmembered. The Hon. Stef Key, the Hon. Karlene Maywald,
Terry’s abiding interest was to ensure that everything we didghe Hon. John Dawkins, the Hon. Mike Elliott, Terry and |
to try to help paid proper respect to the people who were omade up that committee. It was an excellent committee—I
those lands. He was always concerned to ensure that we diebuld say, one of the best. The Hon. Michael Elliott kept us
not in any way rob people of their dignity by the way in all on our toes—he was fairly tricky to deal with—but a bit
which we tried to help. That was his abiding contribution toof advice from Terry, and support from Stef, would usually
the way in which we sought to assist in the Aboriginal landsmanage to keep us just in front of him, particularly when the
area. media were around. | remember fondly that he called me Ivo.

Many members would probably know that Terry Robertsl do not know why, but he called me Ivo.
used to hang out with my father in the upper house. They An honourable member interjecting:
were good mates. They were joined by a love of another Mr VENNING: | heard the interjection, and it is recipro-
pursuit of the optimist, the love of the punt—racing, bettingcated. To the new members on both sides in this place, | give
on horses. Terry and my father, of course, would be knowisome advice. Remember that, if you treat people fairly, you
to shoot across the road to the Station Arcade where the TARIll have as many friends on that side of the house as you
existed. Obviously, they would plot together to seek to makéaave on this side, because we are all here with a job to do.
their fortune. | am told that Terry’s brother provided tips, butNobody could be more opposite than Terry and me. We are
there is no known record of any of those tips running a placérom opposite ends of the spectrum. | think back with great
in any of the years that Terry was in parliament. It doe<larity to the advice he gave me. We shared many private
demonstrate that Terry was an optimist. | think that one daynoments, and they will remain private. Suffice to say, to
the member for Elder described punting as purchasing hopthose who know, yes, | will miss the phone call on Boxing
Terry purchased a lot of hope during his time as a member dday. | think the Hon. Stef Key knows what | am talking
parliament. | know that it was one of his abiding interests. Ofabout. Those sort of things bring home the person he was, and
course, Terry was also a shop steward—I think a shojpe never forgot.
steward in the same factory where his brother was a manager, He was a fine negotiator. | was caught in the crossfire
if that is right. I think that it is described as one brother tryingbetween the Hon. Dorothy Kotz and the Iga Warta
to run the factory and another brother trying to close dowrcommunity. We had just returned, with the Hon. Graham
the factory. His abiding interest was the welfare of workingGunn, from a tour up there and we learnt first hand of the
people. problem that was brewing. | went to the minister and got a
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rev up, and | happened to see Terry and | asked him what tHaddy-duddy but | learnt differently: they scared me, | can tell
resolution was. Well, the problem had been resolved, and iyjou. So, | understood what he was talking about. Terry’s
a quiet manner. It was often overlooked that Terry was a verpiggest concern was for the local people: he was worried
fine negotiator. Terry was, indeed, a very caring, sharingbout their wellbeing.

person of great integrity. As has been said, he was a quiet During that trip, one morning about 3 o’clock or 4 o’clock
achiever. We remember him with great fondness. We werkewas woken by this loud banging on my door. It was Terry,
all shocked to hear of his illness, and the courage he showeshying to me ‘Get dressed, pack your bags and wait.’ | said
by battling it right to the end was an inspiration to us all.  to him ‘Why is that?’ and he dragged me across to look out

We met Terry’s partner Julie on several occasions. Hé¢he window and said, ‘Look at that” Coming down the hill
once said to me, ‘Il am very much in love with Julie, but | were all these trucks, a convoy of trucks, and you could hear
think she votes Liberal. | don't know, nor do | worry. them rumbling; it was echoing everywhere. He said to me,
Together they were a fine unit. He certainly married into dThe legionnaires have landed’, and he just turned and walked
very good family, which had its roots in Millicent. To Terry’s out of my room. Of course, | dutifully got dressed, packed my
wife Julie and their sons Nick, Tim, Harry and Tom, | offer bags and sat and waited. At about 6 o’clock in the morning
our sincere condolences. Terry is gone, but he will never bethought: what's going on? So, | went up to his door and
forgotten. knocked, and this very sleepy fellow opened the door. | said

Honour able members: Hear, hear! to him, ‘I'm packed: why are you still in your pyjamas?

What'’s going on?’ And he said to me, ‘I thought we might

MrsGERAGHTY (Torrens): It is with great sadness be whisked away by the legionnaires and | thought you
that | speak today: Terry was a very good friend. He wasieeded to be ready, because you had more to pack than me,
certainly very loyal to those about whom he cared and to thand he just turned round and went back to bed!
values of the Labor movement, and he was well known for  After a while, when the news of the first test on the atoll
sticking by his word. Terry loved his family. He always seeped out into the community, the local people began to
spoke of his great love for his oldest sons, Nick and Tim. Herotest and the situation became really volatile. Fires were set
was exceptionally proud of the men they have become ani@éh 44-gallon drums across roadways to block them, and the
that they have his values. He loved his Julie and he lovednly means of transport were the very occasional taxi rides
Harry and Tom. through the back roads or on foot. Several of us one evening

| will always remember an occasion when Bob and | weredecided we would take a taxi back to our accommodation, but
driving back from Murray Bridge and we received a tele-you could not go through the main road, you actually had to
phone call from Terry. He said, ‘Guess who’s pregnant?’ Igo through the hills. During this taxi ride, the taxi nearly
said a few names and Bob said a few names, but— slipped down the side of the mountain several times. It was

An honourable member interjecting: really rough and rocky, and Terry absolutely vowed from that

Mrs GERAGHTY: We guessed that there may be a few.time on that he would never catch another taxi again but
There was something really special in his voice, so | said tovould walk. And, in fact, he did.
him, ‘Are you pregnant?’ and he just burst out laughing. He | was amazed that, for someone who did not like a lot of
sounded like a naughty schoolboy, and you could just hear iwalking, he could walk several kilometres. During that
his voice, ‘Look what I've done. He was so proud of particular taxi ride we saw how the local Tahitians lived in
himself. Terry had a great sense of humour, which wagardboard boxes on the sides of hills. It would be misty and
infectious, and he liked to take the mickey out of us if heraining, but that was how they lived. They were hidden away,
thought we were getting a little too serious or going off theout of sight of the tourism industry, and he really despaired
mark. He was a good listener, and he was patient in hisf the life those people were living. Perhaps | will not tell you
debate. He never belittled anyone but, with great skill, heabout the swim in the ocean.
always worked through the issues. Members interjecting:

Terry’s career has been covered, which obviously is a MrsGERAGHTY: It was really hot over there, and a few
great credit to this very lovely man, so | want to share somef us decided that we would have a little dip in the ocean, so
of the personal aspects of his humour and his charactame went off to have this dip. My foot scraped over a sea
which I had the pleasure of being a part of. As | said, Terryurchin, the spiny thorns went into my foot and it was
was a good friend, and he was certainly the most enjoyablextremely painful. One of the local fellows came up and had
company. During the days of my first term—I had not beera look and he said, ‘The local remedy to fix that is for
here very long—he absolutely insisted that we join asomeone to pee on the infected area.” And he said that this
delegation of members of parliament from around Australisshould happen straight away. The look on Terry’s face was
and overseas and go to Tahiti (I was really excited) andbsolutely priceless! He looked at me and then he looked at
protest over the French nuclear testing on Mururoa Atoll. Ithe fellow and said, ‘Where can we buy some pain-killers?’
was an experience that | have never forgotten, and some bfe assured me that that remedy would only work on local
it is as vivid in my mind now as it was then. people. Some days later we were walking past a hospital that

| learnt a great deal about Terry during that trip. He hadwvas obviously not for the French but for the Tahitians, and
a great ability to judge situations for what they were or whathe was absolutely appalled by its condition. He said to me,
they could become and, regardless of all that, he alway&ucky you didn’t have to go there. No wonder the bloke
maintained his sense of humour. We had been there a litteuggested that | pee on your foot: it was probably safer.
while and the calmness of the island started to erupt after thdowever, it was too late: | was in great pain.
first test had occurred on Mururoa Atoll. The situation On another evening we were standing on the side of the
became quite volatile. For the first time, in all the years thatoad among the local residents and a convoy of trucks came
I had known Terry, | saw a real tenseness in his being. Theharging past. Terry yelled ‘Run!” which we all did. In the
news of the French Legionnaires coming onto the islandback of the trucks were legionnaires with full body shields
concerned him even more. | just thought that he was beingand, as they went past, they threw tear gas canisters out at us.
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Of course, everyone dived for cover. When they had goneon. George Weatherill at a policy research group meeting,
Terry came out from behind this huge boulder holding hiswvhich was attended by a number of people including Richard
sandal in his hand. Amid all this chaos and confusion thaMills, Ted Gnetenko, Mick Tumbers, George Young, Anne
was going on, all he could say to everyone was ‘Look: thd_evy, and, later, Frank Blevins, Carolyn Pickles and Susan
strap on my sandal’s broken. Where can | get it repaired?’Lenehan, just to name a few. Gay Thompson was another of
When he heard that the locals had set fire to the airporthose people. We were determined in those days to make the
he said that we should go and see what was happening; leéection campaign ‘Fraser’s last long weekend’, so you will
was so impressed with the way the situation was evolvingknow how long ago this was. It was a very big campaign and
The legionnaires were firing tear gas canisters up the hill dt was the start, certainly from my involvement with the ALP,
the local people and the local people had rocks and weref progressive politics: having a forum within the party which
throwing rocks down at the legionnaires, and occasionallyvas organised and eventually moved into the factional
they would pick up the tear gas canisters. | never knew thagystem.
regardless of his sporting achievements, Terry was such an | was looking through my photo album recently. Like the
agile fellow. He was doing an interview with Murray Nicholl, member for Florey, | have taken photos, particularly of
I think, and suddenly | heard him say, ‘Oh shit, gotta go, andcampaigns and events in South Australia. Terry features very
he took off. Some tear gas canisters had lobbed down at hisuch in those photos, as does Richard Mills, Peter Duncan
feet and he had to run off to dodge them. He kept sayingand Nick Bolkus, and a number of members on this side of
‘They fire guns and all these folk have are rocks.” He wouldthe chamber. It is interesting to see, just from my photos, that
always stand up for his beliefs, and he was full of admiratiorilerry was involved with very many different progressive
for those people. campaigns, such as with industrial relations. As a trade
unionist he was always at those rallies and involved in
It was an amazing trip. | remember we went past a Frenchampaigns. | know that later on when | worked at the
lingerie shop, which was being looted by local people. TherdVorking Women'’s Centre, he and Noel Trehane from the
were military police holding up garments and looking atFood Preservers Union were very keen to make sure that
them, but what Terry found so amusing were the fellowdssues for women and for working families were actually on
looking at the lingerie magazines. There were military policgop of the agenda, as well. | remember the late Hon. Jack
everywhere and chaos, but they were standing there looking/right being involved with those campaigns and being very
at these magazines comparing the pictures, and Terry wasipportive, as was the Hon. Frank Blevins. We had some
standing in the middle of the road roaring with laughter andconsistency with that campaigning and also an inheritance of
making comments that perhaps | will not share with you heremaking sure that we pushed for the most progressive
He had great concern for the conditions in which theindustrial relations, health, safety and welfare and workers’
Tahitians lived. He went out of his way to talk to union compensation legislation.
representatives and families, and he gave good advice and Terry was also associated with the May Day Committee
offered ongoing support. He was genuinely concerned aboin South Australia, and it is fitting that today, the day after
their quality of life and their safety, and he made many gooday Day, we are acknowledging Terry in this place, because
friends who were grateful for his support. it was something that he certainly believed in, and he
That sense of justice was displayed in his role as Ministepractised his support and commitment to the international
for Aboriginal Affairs and Reconciliation. He was exception- workers’ cause. He was involved in trade union training. |
ally proud of that portfolio. He admired the people and heremember him in the early days of the trade union training
worked hard to bring about the best results in terms of theiuthority being involved with the late David Ruff in making
welfare and rights. That was because he genuinely cared. ts&ire that the metal workers—the AMWU as it was in those
would become frustrated at times, but he never gave uglays—it has had a number of different acronyms, but that is
despite the difficulties. He will be a great loss to thisone | remember most of all—making sure that shop stewards,
parliament and to those of us who knew him. We will misslike Terry, had an opportunity to have trade union training.
his sense of humour, his ability to look forward, his way of ~ There have been a number of other causes. | remember,
slowly, yet persistently, manoeuvring around obstacles in hisefore | got into this place, being invited to a number of
guest to make sure that those people had the best that heeetings with different friendship groups. Sometimes they
could provide. He did not manipulate the truth; he said it agvere very awkward occasions, but | do remember this very
it was, sometimes with great skill, which meant that you had:learly, and there are some other members in this place who
to go away and think about what he had said and, when yowill remember Terry’s association with the Australia Cuba
did, there was always a message in his words. Friendship Association and some of the difficult meetings we
His friends will always miss him. We will miss his sense had with us having very poor language skills in anything
of humour, his wise counsel, and mostly we will just missother than English, and certainly the delegates not being able
chatting with him. He fought a good fight in life, and he to understand or speak English. So, it was very much meeting
always did things for a reason. He took many wounded birdsf fellowship, but very much charades to try to explain the
under his wing. He made all his decisions with compassiorgolicy that we were involved in.
care and love, and he was a rare man with good and genuine | remember the member for Torrens and Terry going
beliefs whom we will really miss. We extend our condolencesgverseas. | remember campaigning on that issue and hearing
to the family. He was a man of whom to be exceptionallythe tall stories, some of which the member for Torrens has
proud, and we are certainly very proud to have been associgust told us about what happened on that particular campaign.
ed with him. | also remember the people who were involved for a very
long time—over 25 years—in supporting East Timor. Terry
TheHon. SW. KEY (Ashford): | would like to add my  was one of the early members of that particular organisation
remarks to this condolence motion, having known Terryalong with our very own Andy Alcock, who has been an
Roberts for many years. | remember meeting him with theactivist with many other people in South Australia, so there
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has always been that connection. | think part of it was thato one of our colleagues. It was always delivered in a very
Terry’s views did have an international perspective, and thajuiet voice, and you had to be sitting next to him a lot of the
was the area about him that | always respected. time to catch what he was saying. | am very pleased that | had

In the very early days of the Working Women Centrethe opportunity to enjoy the honour of sitting next to him
when | was there, which would be the late seventies, earlpecause quite a few of Terry’s finest quips remained ‘in
eighties, | remember Terry and Liz, and Doug and Chrigokes'. It still makes me smile as | remember the cheeky
Melvin, Jane Tassie and the Martinellas, just to name a fevgmirk from a very clever Terry.
who supported the child-care campaign that we had in the What | would like people to know most about Terry is his
South-East to try to get more work-based child-care. Terrpheartfelt dedication to the people he dealt with in his beloved
and Doug Melvin took responsibility for making sure that we Aboriginal affairs portfolio. It was without a doubt his
had access to the places and the media that we needed in fagourite part of the job. He always had a good story or two
South-East. That was over 25 years ago, and | know thab tell about the interactions that he had with the people he
Terry was maybe not a SNAG, but he certainly did havemet during his time in that portfolio. Terry and | shared a
progressive personal politics, and | remember, like thgassion forimproving the lot of Aboriginal children and our
member for Schubert, when we first heard about Julie and hjsbs did bring us together on a number of occasions on that
telling us on the ERD Committee that this was a very speciaask.
woman and that he was determined to have a relationship Testament to his dedication to that goal was the fact that,
with her. as his illness took greater hold, whenever | asked what |

Although we got to meet her, we heard a lot about hiscould do to lighten his load (and, of course, | was thinking of
admiration and respect for her. As minister Weatherill haghings such as taking over some of his workload, or, perhaps,
already said, Julie’s account at the state commemoratidmelping a little with his children who happen to be similar
service for him was very funny. | think the member for ages to my children), he always said to me, ‘I don't want
Schubert and I will remember Terry’s account of that meetinganything for myself. What | really want is for you to keep
and relationship. | know that Terry was very proud of hisfighting for those Aboriginal kids.” That is what he cared
family. He would often talk about his four children, particu- about. He devoted so much of himself to his work and to the
larly the older children because, when | had responsibilitieg\boriginal affairs portfolio. He was a most passionate and
in the youth area, he was very keen to ensure that youngpnsistent advocate for Aboriginal people; and, as anyone
people also joined the Labor movement and had the suppontho attended the funeral service for Terry would have
they needed to be able to have their voice heard. realised, they loved him, too.

One of the areas about which | probably disagree with
some previous speakers is Terry’s sense of humour. He did MSBREUER (Giles): | want to pay tribute today to a
have a great sense of humour—and | always admired thagreat mate of mine, Terry Roberts. Unfortunately, | missed
Sometimes | did not understand his humour, | have tdis funeral. | was not able to be there because | had a
confess. As the member for Schubert said, there were a feg@mmitment in Coober Pedy which | had to attend. However,
occasions—and | think the member for Chaffey wouldwhile driving to Coober Pedy, | was really quite touched by
remember this, as wel—when we were not quite sure wherthe respect shown by the ABC towards the Hon. Terry
the joke was going but it ended up being funny all the samegRoberts that morning, because it regularly reported on the
My real memory and friendship with Terry was in relation to funeral service and what was happening. | was able to feel
different campaigns. | was always heartened by the fact thafat | was a part of that service even though | was not present.
Terry was a progressive person. He actually lived what he | do not have a lot to add about the Hon. Terry Roberts,
thought. I see him as a role model for many people who shafeecause much has been said today. | had the privilege, good
progressive politics. fortune and opportunity to say to Terry many of the things

I will end with something that reflects Terry’s sense ofthat have been said today, and to say the things that | felt
humour. | remember talking to him last year about his and myabout him, his role and the impact that he particularly had on
admiration for the prograrhittle Britain. A lot of people hate  Aboriginal lives in this state because, at Christmas time last
Little Britain as a British comedy program, but | must sayyear, Terry held a function in his office and | was invited.
that it is something that appeals to me; and certainly TerrfAlSo, it was a celebration of Terry’s 20 years in parliament.
would talk about it as well. Terry reminds me of Daffyd, the Kyam and his staff did a wonderful job organising that
chap who is the only gay in the village. | do not say thatfunction. Of course, it was full of humour, because it was
because of anything to do with Daffyd’s sexuality but, rather,Terry talking about his 20 years in parliament.
I hope it is not the case that Terry is not the only progressive Some of us had an opportunity to say those things to
trade-unionist socialist with environmental politics left in this Terry. | am really pleased that we were able to say them
village. because so often things are said after people die. You wish

that you had that opportunity to say those things to people.

TheHon. PL. WHITE (Taylor): | offer my condolences That afternoon we did, and it was a great experience for me.
to the family of the late Terry Roberts—a good man. MyHe was a great man and he was a great minister. He had a
relationship with Terry was as a fellow MP, first as an ALPvery genuine rapport and empathy with Aboriginal people,
caucus member, then as a colleague shadow minister, aadd | think that is probably his crowning glory and heart. He
then for three years sitting next to him around the cabineteally did have that rapport with Aboriginal people.
table. He was a decent and most compassionate man with a He was not a bleeding heart. He understood better than
quiet but sunny disposition. He was also a lot of fun. He hadnyone the good and the bad that is involved. Certainly, he
this beautifully understated dry sense of humour. He wasinderstood very well the factions in the Aboriginal
sharp witted and he tended to favour the good one linegommunity. | suppose that, coming from the Labor Party, he
which always fell into one of two categories; it was eitherhad a very good grounding and some prior knowledge in that.
self-deprecating or quite a devastating but very funny blow think they actually beat us at that! Terry always understood
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that and always listened to more than one version of anto and what had happened to them. Terry knew exactly where
event that happened, and he was able to carry on very wele was going and knew the road, so they headed along this
because of that. road and they drove and drove, and after about an hour Terry
He was very much respected. When people die, there itarted to wonder a little bit about whether they were headed
always a lot of hypocrisy, you hear stories and people sain the right direction, and the others started to question him.
nice things. No-one bad ever dies. They are always gredthen they turned up at a place called Amata.
family people, they are always wonderful people and they all
do very well. However, in this instance, what was being saiqui

2?)0”.'[ .Telrry Wals m:_'e' Eed V\;ﬁst most .respected tb¥ thgtraight road and you keep going, and it is heading west. You
original peopie. rie had that genuine respect omy,,y it js heading west, because it is where the sun is. You
Aboriginal people. When you travelled around with him, as, o \when you are heading south, if you are a true country
| did with the Aboriginal Lands Parliamentary Standing boy, because you look to see wﬁere the sun is. He had
ggmm!ttelta, yo‘f S_Ia_‘g the resplect sgct)wn tohhlm b)t/ thﬁnanaged to drive for about an hour and a half without
original peopie. 1hey were pieased (0 Se€ i, NOt 0Ny, 5 1inq oyt where the sun was and that he was heading west
because he was the minister. They were honoured that they ot south. So, of course, after that, | never gave much

minister had come to visit them, but they were pleased (0 S€g.q it 15 his country background because | thought that was
him. So many times people came up to him, put their armﬁnforgivable for a country boy

around him and said, ‘Hello, brother,” and he responded. o
| remember going to the Ceduna Hotel, and Harry Miller_  Another incident happened when we were at Marla, and
came up and was so pleased to see him, as were so mah{nade Terry laugh until he cried. It was one of the funniest
other people in that community. Wherever we went, peopléhings | had ever seen. We were sitting in the pub at Marla
knew Terry Roberts. They loved and respected him. Thefi@ving a quiet drink (and it was a quiet drink) and there was
threw their arms around him and said, ‘Hello, brother,” ande chap who was a contractor on the lands sitting with us, and
it was always wonderful to see. We went on a number of trip§ie had been talking to us. The Hon. Robert Lawson walked
with Terry to different Aboriginal communities in the last inand introduced himself to this fellow, who was a bit rough
four years, and we had some incredible experiences durirgnd ready, as someone in that part of the state can be. The
those times. Unfortunately, Terry was not able to go with ugellow said, ‘Who are you?’ and he said, ‘I am the Hon.
in the last 12 months or so. He tried very hard to go with ugRobert Lawson.” He replied, ‘Oh, Liberal—' expletive, and
as often as he could but, unfortunately, he had to miss out 4&€annot say the word that he said. Terry and the rest of us
times when he was particularly sick. But when he could go€rupted. Poor Robert looked shocked and stunned at this
he made the trip. comment made about him. It was not particularly malicious,
We camped in all sorts of accommodation and went to all do not think, but it was hilarious at the time, and Terry
sorts of places in the state. In particular, we were up north dtever forgot it and frequently brought it up with Robert and
Ernabella and camping in what | would not call five starmade Robert blush every time.
accommodation. We stayed in a little cabin, and there were As | said, when someone dies we all say nice things, but

four beds in one room and a sofa in another. | was lucky think there are genuine things that we can say about Terry.
enough to score the sofa and the others had to sleep in therry and | spent many hours in discussion about the APY
other room. We were warned about this accommodation. Wands and the events of the last two or three years in the APY
were warned that there would be a lot of noise at nlght, thahnds | have to say that we were r|ght' Terry, and | want to

there would be people racing around in cars, and therghank you for the votes that | received there in the recent state
probably would be sniffers and fighting, etc., and we wouldg|ection.

be kept awake by this noise. We did not hear any of that, but . - . .
we were kept awake that night by Terry’s snoring. | was Terry displayed the same dignity during his illness that he

fortunate enough to be on the sofa, but it was only three fedlisplayed in carrying out his _other roles_—and.thgt is an
from Terry's head. It was an experience, and somebody el&Pect that has not been mentioned today; his dignity. Other
mentioned that it was an experience never to be forgottefings have been said but, certainly, he was very dignified
After that, we voted that we would all make sure that Terrythroqu’]oUt his illness. Terry was very positive. | shared a
had accommodation that was a long way from the rest of ygumber of ups and downs with him in respect of his illness

Much has been said today about the fact that he was‘%{hen different news arrived. He carried on continuously. He
tried to work for as long and as hard as he could, and he still

country boy and grew up in Millicent in the South-East, and . o
that was his roots and he was a country boy at heart. | haJgade every effort he could with respect to his job and to the
boriginal people in this state.

to question this, because one thing that | will never forge
about Terry is that he had absolutely no sense of direction. | He was so proud of his family—Julie, Nick, Tim, Harry
know that because we were on a trip up north and there wernd Tom—and they can be so proud of him. He also thought
two car loads and we were going from Umuwa, in the middlethe world of his staff, and | know that they thought the world
of the lands, south to Fregon to meet. We had an hour to geff him. Kyam, John, Richard, Josie and David, you have lost
there. So, the car with Terry, who was not driving but was inthe best boss that you have ever had the privilege, or will ever
charge, took off and left, and we followed afterwards. Wehave the privilege, to work for, and | know that you feel it
drove to Fregon, which was about a 40-minute trip, and walso. | know that Jonathan Nicholls, the Secretary of the
sat and waited. We had tried to catch up with Terry’s car orAboriginal Lands Committee, had great respect for and great
the way but we could not, and we thought that they must beapport with Terry, and | know that if he could speak today
planting the foot. We sat at Fregon and waited and waitedhe would. | also pass on his condolences. | lost a great mate
and about 2% hours later Terry turned up. | think the Honin this place. He looked after me from the day that | arrived.
John Gazzola and Kris Hanna were in that car. Anyway, they his place really owes a great deal to the Hon. Terry Roberts,
turned up, but we wondered what on earth they had been wgnd we will miss him.

What members may not understand about this is that you
ve along the road and there is only one road and it is a
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MsCICCARELLO (Norwood): The last time | spoke
to my good friend Terry was just a couple of days before he
died, and | was very disappointed that | did not have the A petition signed by 35 residents of South Australia,
opportunity of seeing him in person. | had heard that he hadequesting the house to urge the government to complete the
lost a lot of weight and so, like any good Italian, my solutionbuilding of a road/rail separation at the Oaklands Park
to his getting better was to cook him an Italian meal. Whilerailway crossing within four years and guarantee that the
| was speaking to him he was very up-beat and funny, aMarion Interchange does not hinder the building of these

OAKLANDS PARK RAILWAY CROSSING

always, and he insisted that it be a core election promise fromoadworks, was presented by Dr McFetridge.

me that | would cook the meal. On the Friday night, the night
before he died, | bumped into Peter Buckskin, and we were
both exchanging our news about Terry. Peter also said that
he had just seen Terry and that he was looking really well,

Petition received.

SCHOOL S, HAHNDORF PRESCHOOL

and we talked about the fact that | was going to cook ameal A petition signed by 71 residents of South Australia,
for him. So, | was shattered the following morning when |requesting the house to urge the government to provide two

received a telephone call to say that Terry had died.

child size toilets for the Hahndorf Preschool, was presented

As the member for Giles said, Terry was a great friend tdy Mr Goldsworthy.
me. He certainly looked after me. | was often frustrated, as Petition received.

always, and emotional in this place, and Terry was always a
very calming influence on me. Much to the consternation of
his staff, | would often install myself in his office, even if he
was having an important meeting. If | had something to say,
Terry was always very patient and happy to listen to me. |
have promised his boys that | will still cook a good lItalian
meal in memory of Terry, and also for his staff. Terry was a
great individual, and he will be missed by us all. He was a
true gentleman and someone upon whom we could all model
ourselves. | extend my condolences to his family.

The SPEAKER: | also offer my condolences to the
family of the Hon. Terry Roberts. My heart goes out to his
partner, Julie, and to his boys, Nick, Tim, Harry and Tom.
Terry was a true gentleman of South Australian politics and
a great advocate for the most vulnerable people of our state.
I will provide the Hon. Terry Roberts’ family with a copy of
Hansard with the relevant sections of today’s proceedings.
I now invite members to support the motion in the customary
fashion.

Motion carried by members standing in their places in
silence.

[Sitting suspended from 3.35 to 3.45 p.m.]

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL VACANCIES

The SPEAKER: | lay on the table the minutes of the
assembly of members of the two houses held today for the
election of a member of the Legislative Council to hold the
place rendered vacant by the resignation of the Hon. A.J.
Redford, at which Stephen Graham Wade was elected. | also
lay on the table the minutes of the assembly of members of
the two houses held today for the election of a member of the
Legislative Council to hold the place rendered vacant by the
death of the Hon. T.G. Roberts, at which Bernard Vincent
Finnigan was elected.

CITY OF HOLDFAST BAY

A petition signed by 39 residents of South Australia,
requesting the house to urge the Minister for State/Local
Government Relations to suspend the council for the City of
Holdfast Bay and its administration and install an administra-
tor to undo the amalgamation of the former cities of Glenelg
and Brighton prior to the next local government elections,
was presented by Dr McFetridge.

Petition received.

PAPERS TABLED

The following papers were laid on the table:
By the Premier (Hon. M.D. Rann)—

Remuneration Tribunal Determination—

No. 4 of 2005—Salary Sacrifice Arrangements

No. 5 of 2005—Conveyance Allowances

No. 1 of 2006—Auditor General, Electoral
Commissioner, Deputy Electoral Commissioner,
Employee Ombudsman, Ombudsman and Health
and Community Services Complaints
Commissioner

No. 3 of 2006—Members of the Judiciary, Members of
the Industrial Relations Commission, State
Coroner, Commissioners of the Environment
Resources and Development Court

No. 4 of 2006—Conveyance Allowances

No. 5 of 2006—Ministers of the Crown and Officers
and Members of Parliament

No. 6 of 2006—Ministers of the Crown and Officers
and Members of Parliament

By the Deputy Premier (Hon. K.O. Foley)—

Whyalla Steelworks Act 1958, Schedule 3—
Environmental Authorisation Variation

Regulations under the following Acts—
Mining—Royalty

By the Treasurer (Hon. K.O. Foley)—

Economic and Finance Committee, Response to Inquiry
into National Competition Policy

Electricity Industry Superannuation Scheme—Report
2004-05

Essential Services Commission Act 2002, Review of—
Report 2005

Water and Wastewater Prices in Metropolitan and
Regional South Australia—Transparency Statement
2006-07

Regulations under the following Acts—
Public Corporations—Port Adelaide Maritime

Corporations

Public Finance and Audit—South Australian Centre for
Trauma and Injury Recovery Incorporated

Superannuation—Overtime Allowance

By the Minister for Transport (Hon. P.F. Conlon)—

Adelaide Cemeteries Authority—Charter
Architects Board of South Australia—Report 2005
Adelaide—Port Augusta Scheduled Airline Route, Award
of Route Service Licence—Report
Development Act—
Development Plan Amendment Reports—
Burnside, City of—Historic (Conservation) Zone
No 2 Plan
Charles Sturt, City of—District Centre (West
Lakes) Zone Building Height and Design Plan
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Holdfast Bay (City) Development Plan—North
Brighton Coastal Plan
Onkaparinga, City of—Local Heritage
(Quidhampton House) Plan
Playford, City of—Munno Para District Centre Plan
Walkerville, Corporation of the Town of—
Walkerville Development Plan—Heritage
Places and Areas Plan
Section 49(15)—
Removal of a Significant Tree at Julia Farr
Services, Marlborough Street, Fullarton
Port Operating Agreement (Port Adelaide), Variation of—
Agreement between the Minister for Transport and
Flinders Ports Pty Ltd
Regulations under the following Acts—
Development—
Clarification of Public Notice Categories
Land Management Agreements
Miscellaneous
Public Notice Categories
River Murray
System Indicators
Harbors and Navigation—
Application for Licence
Port Adelaide
Whyalla Swimming Enclosure
Motor Vehicles—
Demerit Points
Qualified Supervising Drivers
Road Traffic—
Approved Photographic Detection Device
Declaration of Hospitals
Emergency Workers
Expiation Fees
Vehicle Standards

By the Minister for Energy (Hon. P.F. Conlon)—

Regulations under the following Acts—
Electricity—Small Customer Accounts
Gas—Small Customer Accounts

By the Attorney-General (Hon. M.J. Atkinson)—

Public Advocate, Office of—Report 2004-05
Dangerous Area Declarations—Statistical Returns—
1 July 2005 to 30 September 2005
1 October 2005 to 31 December 2005
Road Block Establishment Authorisations—Statistical
Returns—
1 July 2005 to 30 September 2005
1 October 2005 to 31 December 2005
Regulations under the following Acts—
Co-operatives—Applied Provisions
Coroners—Fees for Appointed Coroners
Criminal Assets Confiscation—Forms and
Declarations
Electoral—Forms
Expiation of Offences—
Expiation Enforcement Warning Notices
Prescribed Forms
Guardianship and Administration—Constitution of
Board
Partnership—General
Security Investigation Agents—Security Agents
Summary Offences—
Dangerous Articles
Prescribe Serious Criminal Offences
Rules—
Magistrates Court—Arrest Warrants
Supreme Court—Listening and Surveillance Devices

By the Minister for Health (Hon. J.D. Hill)—

Animal and Plant Control Commission—Report
January—June 2005

National Environment Protection Council—Report
2004-05

Southern Adelaide Health Service—Report 2004-05

Upper South East Dryland Salinity and Flood
Management Act 2002- Report 1 October 2005—
31 December 2005

Regulations under the following Acts—

Ambulance Services—
Elections
SA Ambulance Service Rules

Controlled Substances—Identification of Authorised
Officers

National Parks and Wildlife—Vulkathunha-Gammon
Ranges National Park

Native Vegetation—Exemptions

Natural Resources Management—Regional NRM
Levies

Physiotherapists—Qualifications

Physiotherapy Practice—Elections

Podiatry Practice—Elections

Public and Environmental Health—Notifiable Diseases

South Australian Health Commission—Compensable
Fees

By the Minister for Administrative Services and
Government Enterprises (Hon. M.J. Wright)—

Regulations under the following Acts—
State Procurement—Community Welfare Funding
Arrangements

By the Minister for Industrial Relations (Hon. M.J.
Wright)—
Regulations under the following Acts—

Construction Industry Long Service Leave—
Corresponding Law

Dangerous Substances—Security Sensitive Substances

Explosives—Security Sensitive Substances

Workers Rehabilitation and Compensation—
Prescribed Scaling Factor
Scales of Charges
Scales of Charges for Chiropractors

By the Minister for Education and Children’s Services
(Hon. J.D. Lomax-Smith)—

Regulations under the following Acts—
Senior Secondary Assessment Board of South
Australia—
Hospitality Subjects
Subjects

By the Minister for Families and Communities (Hon. J.W.
Weatherill)—

Regulations under the following Acts—
Children’s Protection—Definition of Department

By the Minister for Housing (Hon. J.W. Weatherill)—

Regulations under the following Acts—
Housing and Urban Development (Administrative
Arrangements)—Aboriginal Housing Authority
Board

By the Minister for Agriculture, Food and Fisheries (Hon.
R.J. McEwen)—

Advisory Board of Agriculture—Report 2004-05
Citrus Board of South Australia—Report 2004-05
Dairy Authority of South Australia—Report 2004-05
Phylloxera and Grape Industry Board of South Australia—
Report 2004-05
Veterinary Surgeons Board of South Australia—Report
2004-05
Regulations under the following Acts—
Aquaculture—Division of Leases and Licences
Fisheries—Protected Fish
Primary Produce (Food Safety Schemes)—
Meat Food Safety Advisory Committee
Participation in Citrus Industry

By the Minister for the River Murray (Hon. K.A.
Maywald)—
South Australian Water Corporation, Direction to—
Pursuant to Section 6 of the Public Corporations Act
1993

Regulations under the following Act—
River Murray—Referrals to Minister
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By the Minister for Science and Information Economy South Australia’s challenge in the High Court, because this
(Hon. K.A. Maywald)— challenge is very much in South Australia’s best interests.
Bio Innovation SA—Report 2004-05 Our state has an outstanding track record in industrial
relations. Our case (prepared by the Solicitor-General, Chris
Kourakis QC) will claim that the federal legislation which
uses the corporations power in the constitution goes well
City of Adelaide—Elections and Polls beyond the powers g.ranted to it ur]der the constitution. For
Local Government—Long Service Leave example,_the Ieg_lslat|on says that just because a contractor
Local Government (Elections)—Ballots and Returns ~ does business with corporations that is enough of a connec-
Local Government Finance Authority—Prescribed tion to allow their laws to apply to the contractor. | am told

By the Minister for State/Local Government Relations
(Hon. J.M. Rankine)—

Regulations under the following Acts—

Local Government Body that this stretches the constitution to breaking point and is a
Local Government—By-laws— recipe to give Canberra unfettered power.
By the Minister for Consumer Affairs (Hon. J.M. Churches, retirees, pensioners, unions, the welfare sector,
Rankine)— and disability organisations have all spoken out against the
Regulations under the following Acts— federa_l government's new work laws. | think it is important
Building Work Contractors—Fees to act in the state’s interests, to put state before party. | am
Consumer Transactions—Consumer Contracts pleased that Mr Kourakis, the Solicitor-General, will
'—'q‘éo_r 'F]'CG”S'”Q— represent South Australia in court as he represented us in the
righton Federal Court in our challenge against the imposition of siting
Clare Dry Areas | - h lia. 1 h h -
Kensington Road Lookout a nuclear waste dump in South Australia. | hope the opposi-
Maitland tion decides to stand with us in the fight to uphold the rights
Naracoorte of South Australians workers.
New Year's Eve
Normanville WELFARE, FAMILIESAND COMMUNITIES
Peterborough
port ’gﬂg[j‘s'?;gpyd Semaphore TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL (Minister for Families
Removal of Persons From Licensed Premises and Communities): | seek leave to make a ministerial
Victor Harbor statement.
By the Minister for Gambling (Hon. P. Caica)— Leave granted.

TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL: The state government

Ruﬁﬁthorised Betting Operations Act 2000—Rules— is changing the way it provides service.S' for the. mpst
Prescribed Minimum Risks. vulnerable people in our community. As Minister Assisting

the Premier in Public Sector Reform, my own Department for

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONSLAWS Families and Communities is leading the way with a genera-

tional change in the way in which services are administered,
TheHon. M.D. RANN (Premier): | seek leave to make governed and delivered.

a ministerial statement. The state’s housing agencies and disability agencies will
Leave granted. be brought together to form two new divisions—Disability
TheHon. M.D. RANN: Australia’s High Court will begin ~ Services SA and Housing SA. As part of this reform,

hearing the South Australian government’s challenge again€hildren, Youth and Family Services will be renamed

the federal government’s new industrial relations laws orFamilies SA. We have always acknowledged the need for

Thursday. We have taken this case to court to protect Soutew investment in housing and disability. That is why we

Australians from the federal government’s laws which willannounced our $145 million State Housing Plan; that is why

effectively take money out of the pockets of working familieswe increased disability funding by $92 million in the last

and strip them of their job security. In the last financial yeatbudget and at the election promised to spend an extra
the rate of working days lost in South Australia per 1 000$31 million. We will invest in these crucial public services,
workers fell to six, compared with 23 in 2003-04. That meangut we cannot continue to invest in a fragmented system.

South Australia is ahead of all the other states in this In the past, disability services and housing services have

important area and it gives us an incredible edge. In Victorigheen provided by the state government through a range of

where federal awards apply, we see about nine times mowgencies. While each agency has been dedicated to providing
industrial disputes than here. It is that sort of competitivesupport, there have been overlaps, gaps and confusion. In
edge which helped our state to win $10 billion worth of disability, services now provided by the Intellectual Disability
defence contracts in the past 11 or 12 months. Why would w8ervices Council, Julia Farr Services and the Independent
want to put all that at risk for the sake of a federal systenLiving Centre will be delivered by the same staff through
which clearly does not work in the interests of SouthDisability Services SA. This cut in overheads and bureau-

Australia, South Australians workers or South Australiancracy in the department will leave more money for better

families? services. The government will create a single waiting list for
The new laws are not only unfair to employees but wouldpeople needing specific services such as accommodation or

also represent an administrative and bureaucratic burden tespite. People with disabilities and their carers will spend
employers. In addition, the adversarial culture of insecurityless time fighting their way through the system and more time
that would be promoted by these laws would work stronglyenjoying their lives. | am pleased to inform the house that the
against what we need: a framework of trust, a focus on highethief Executive of Julia Farr Services, Robbi Williams, will
skills, and a partnership between employees and employeigad this process of change for the government.

| call upon the Leader of the Opposition, the member for In housing we want to ensure that people needing help

Davenport, to put state before party and join us in supportingvith housing can get help from a single place—and that place
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will be Housing SA. While the Housing Trust will retain a Newland for his question. | know that he has an interest in
central place in our housing system, we need to acknowledgeducation and behaviour management, and it is appropriate
that its role has changed. It is now a provider of high needghat he ask this question. A review of the behaviour manage-
housing—and our new system will reflect that. The trust willment strategy at the Ceduna Area School was carried out after
have an important focus as an urban renewal authority ta longstanding community dispute spilled over into the
ensure its homes meet the needs of its current tenants. \Wehoolyard and caused severe disruption in many areas of the
will create a new affordable Housing Trust. The newschool. Local leaders, school representatives and parents
affordable Housing Trust will recapture the early ambitionscame together to address the issues and to propose a range of
of the Housing Trust to meet the housing needs of lowocal solutions as a community with the support of the
income workers and families. We want to give the youngDistrict Director of Education.

people of today the same start that the trust gave to their | gave the school community all the support | could. |
parents and grandparents. We will continue to provide aupported the District Director, because | know that the
specific service for Aboriginal South Australians through theprofessionals and the teachers are the best people to deal with
Aboriginal Housing Office within the new Housing SA. issues on the ground. They worked together using their
Community housing tenancies will still be managed throughudgment and experience, together with a willingness from
individual community housing organisations, and the newthe community to cooperate and support improvement within
Office for Community Housing will be the regulator and the school. The independent survey, which was carried out
funder of that sector. These far-reaching reforms deliver &in December after several months of this program, showed
Labor agenda: better services to the most vulnerable peopitear evidence of improvement in the areas of student stress,

in our community. morale, self-esteem, connection between students and
teachers, students’ motivation to learn, safety and parent
QUESTIONTIME involvement, as well as student welfare and support.
I commend the Ceduna Area School for this progress.
MINING However, at the time, | must say that there was considerable,

divisive and political point-scoring from the then shadow

TheHon. |.F. EVANS (L eader of theOpposition): My ~ education minister, which, in some regards, hindered
question is to the Premier. Other than Labor’s attempt to userogress. At the time, the school was accused of running an
the upper house to prevent the Roxby Downs mine commer@partheid system, and that was mischievous, irresponsible and
cing, will the Premier advise the house of any instances of thiaccurate. The media carried these programs and articles
South Australian upper house impeding progress of tharound Australia. In addition, articles appeared overseas,
mining sector or stopping the mine proceeding? It wagvhich brought disgrace and shame on our community by
reported on radio yesterday that, in opening the 2008sting activities in Ceduna and claiming that we had apar-
‘Paydirt’ SA Resources and Energy Investment Conferencéheid.
the Premier commented that the future of the mining industry  This material was published in Indonesia and around the

depends on the abolition of the upper house. world; and, whilst one national media commentator noted,
TheHon. M.D. RANN (Premier): | did not actually say ‘How could one politician get it so wrong?’, it is also worth

that. Perhaps if the opposition— noting that the Australian Press Council upheld complaints
Members interjecting: and pointed out that much of the information giverirtee
TheHon. M.D. RANN: Hang on. Advertiser—which was found to be faulty and which the
Members interjecting: Editor confirmed—came from the shadow minister as one of
TheHon. M.D. RANN: Hold on a minute. What was its sources of information on which the articles were based.

said— Whilst community debate on these matters is important, it is
Members interjecting: also important that politicians get the facts right, that they do

TheHon.M.D. RANN: | am pleased that you are notspread misinformation, and that they do not damage either
supporting Roxby Downs. It is really good. | looked aroundour public education system, our state or our country in the
and | thought, ‘Where are the Liberals?’ But Roger Golds-€yes of others, because spreading misinformation can bring
worthy was there. Good old Roger. We owe so much to himeveryone into disrepute but, most of all, it undermines our
What | did say was that we would be introducing the neweducation system.
development bill, which was amended on 160 occasions, | am
told, by the upper house. MINING

Members interjecting: -

TheHon. M.S. RAlglN: We are talking about the  'NheHon.I.F. EVANS(Leader of theOpposition): My
economy. If you had come along—you were welcome tqluestion is again to the Premier. Given the Premier’s

come along. You have to put in the hard yards in these jobStatement that the upper house is anti-mining and should be
Itis no good sitting back. Turn up and listen. abolished, why, during the most recent state election cam-

paign, did Labor direct its upper house preferences to the
SCHOOL S, CEDUNA AREA Greens, who had vowed to shut down Roxby mine and not
support others?

Mr KENYON (Newland): My question is directed to the TheHon. M.D. RANN (Premier): Is that it? Is this what
Minister for Education and Children’s Services. How is thewe have been waiting for? Is this the new Leader of the
Ceduna Area School progressing following a review ofOpposition and the dynamic duo? Look at them! Look at their
student behaviour management procedures at the school l&stdy language! Talk about a marriage made in Vegas in the
year? Elvis Presley Chapel!

TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Educa- Membersinterjecting:
tion and Children’s Services): | thank the member for The SPEAKER: Order!
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MrsREDMOND: Sir, | rise on a point of order. ing in high speed chases by the police will be treated as
The SPEAKER: Order! There is a point of order. The though they have committed a major criminal offence rather
member for Heysen. than a traffic offence, as the current law stands. | hope that

MrsREDMOND: Mr Speaker, the point of order is we can convince the member for Heysen, the Liberal
relevance. The comments of the Premier had nothingpposition, the Independents and the minor parties to join

whatsoever to do with an answer to the question. with us in supporting this important legislation, which is
TheHon. M.D. RANN: Relevance, sir. proposed at the request of the Police Commissioner.
The SPEAKER: Order! | draw the Premier back to the

question. MINING

TheHon. M.D. RANN: Let me quote relevance: Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop): M o h
‘I haven't decided yet but | certainly won't be accepting this r (MacKillop): My question is to the

ticket, Ms Isobel Redmond said. ‘l am resentful at any suggestion "@Mier. In view of the Premier's comments yesterday, can
a deal has been stitched up.’ he confirm that it is the government'’s desire to abolish the

Members interiecting: upper house due to_secti_on 43 of the Nationa_l Parks and
The SPEAKEJR: quder! I think the Premier has had his Wildlife Act 1972, which stipulates that a resolution of both

turn. We will proceed with the next question. The member fol10USes is required to be passed to allow mining in any
national, conservation or recreation park?

Mo&mersinterjecting: TheHon. M.D. RANN (Premier): Can | just say that the.
The SPEAKER: Order! Leader of the Opposition misled the house before in quoting
something from a speech that was never said. Maybe if you
HIGH SPEED CAR CHASES people get off your backsides and do some work—

Ms CHAPMAN: Sir, | rise on a point of order.

MsSIMMONS (Morialta): My question is to the The SPEAKER: Order!
Attorney-General. How has the government responded to the TheHon. M.D. RANN: —and turn up to mining
call from the Police Commissioner of late last year to makeconferences you will find out. But | wonder what Mitch
people engaging in car chases with the police guilty of aWilliams said, who challenged the party’s dream team—
criminal offence? The SPEAKER: Order!

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): | TheHon. M.D. RANN: —of lain Evans—
would first like to congratulate the member for Morialtaon  The SPEAKER: Order! The Premier will take his seat.
her smashing victory in that electorate—just short of 58 pet presume the deputy leader’s point of order is about the
cent of the two party preferred vote, and she won all boothsllegation of the Premier that the member for MacKillop had
other than Magill, including Norton Summit (a booth which misled the parliament.
| notice the member for Heysen lost, along with many MsCHAPMAN: Sir, can you seek an apology in relation
others). Mr Speaker, as members will be aware, lasto that matter?
November, the Police Commissioner (Mr Hyde) drew The SPEAKER: The allegations of misleading the
attention to police officers having engaged in more than 30@arliament need to be moved by substantive motion. In the
high speed chases of people suspected of committing criminaleantime, the Premier will have to withdraw that statement.

offences in the past nine months. TheHon. M.D. RANN: Sir,  am happy to withdraw the
Members interjecting: statement. But | will give a copy of the speech to the Leader
The SPEAKER: Order! The Attorney-General has the of the Opposition—

call. Ms CHAPMAN: Point of order, Mr Speaker.

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: The Police Commissioner ~ TheHon. M.D. RANN: —because | know he has got
made the point that people provoking such high speedulian Swinstead—
pursuits were putting too many lives at risk, including not  The SPEAKER: Order! The Premier will take his seat.
only the police involved but also members of the public who think it is best if the Premier proceeds with his answer to the
may become third party casualties of such reckless condugjuestion.
The Police Commissioner went on to say that, by classifying The Hon. M.D. RANN: Thank you, sir. | will obtain a
such conduct as a traffic offence attracting penalties of up t%port for the honourable member, and | will give him a copy
$1 250, the law, as it currently stands, did not reflect theyf my speech. | will also give him a copy of what he said:
seriousness of the offence. Yes, there are offences ofhe last person you want as deputy is someone who wants
manslaughter, causing death by dangerous driving, ang be leader.
reckless endangerment but, where there is no physical harm My wILLIAMS: Point of order, Mr Speaker.
caused, there needs to be a more serious offence applied, andrhe SPEAKER: Order! | think it is best that we just
the Rann government agrees with the Police Commissionegove on.

The member for Bragg is right, that Labor changed the
law in response to the Kapunda Road Royal Commission to OUTBACK EMERGENCY SERVICES
make drivers who cause death or serious injury while evading
police face the prospect of life in gaol. We say that people MsBREUER (Giles): My question is to the Minister for
who engage in high speed pursuits with the police are oftehlealth. What support is the government providing to Outback
attempting to avoid arrest for other crimes and are s@mergency services?
recklessly indifferent to the safety of pedestrians, cyclists, TheHon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Health): | thank the
other motorists and police that they deserve to be chargadember for Giles for her question. | think that she and the
with a serious criminal offence, whether or not they weremember for Stuart will be interested in the answer. The state
lucky enough to avoid causing injury or death to other roadyovernment has committed $100 000 annually to conduct first
users. Labor will introduce legislation so that people engagaid training courses in our state’s Outback communities. The
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program has been initiated by members of Outback communi- TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL (Minister for Families
ties, who are often the first on the scene in an emergency. Tlend Communities): It is a great pleasure to hear the
funding will enable ongoing training and annual refreshethonourable member’'s dulcet tones asking that question.
courses in the 16 Outback locations. The first course haRecently, | was very pleased to announce a new development
already gone ahead at Yalata in the Far West, and others wfthr people with an intellectual disability in the Mitchell Park
take place soon in Marree, Oodnadatta, the Challenger Minarea. The project comprises nine new two-bedroomed homes.
Tarcoola and Marla/Mintabie. Other locations will receive theThe houses in Walter Avenue are part of a $1.76 million
program later in the year, and they include Mungerannie (@roject between the government and a housing association
place where | spent sometime about four years ago with thealled Housing Spectrum. They are built on land formerly
honourable member for Stuart), William Creek, Oak Valley,owned by the Housing Trust, which included, until they were
Coober Pedy, Roxby Downs, Woomera, Nepabunna, Leighedeveloped, an ageing group of cottages. Those homes are
Creek, Lyndhurst, Cadney Park and the Beverley Mine. Theraimed at young and middle-aged adults with intellectual
is a great demand for the training and, so far, training placedisabilities, looking to leave their parents’ homes.
have been filling quickly. The houses have been specifically designed so that they
This is a program run in cooperation with the Royal Flyingare suitable for single adults learning to live independently.
Doctor Service, so it is my pleasure to report to the housdhey are close to public transport and allow easy access to
that, earlier this afternoon, I had the pleasure to commissioplaces of employment. With the anticipated success of this
the refurbishment of the Flying Doctor's Adelaide hangarproject, we hope to continue this partnership with Housing
facility. That new facility will provide greater patient Spectrum on future projects. Housing Spectrum houses more
comfort, improved access for ambulances and greatéhan 300 tenants with disabilities in 270 properties around the
efficiencies in all areas of the Royal Flying Doctor Servicesouthern metropolitan and Fleurieu regions. This partnership
operations. Since the early 1990s, the RFDS took respond very similar to the approach we are taking with a range of
bility for all fixed wing emergency flights across this state.disability service organisations. This project will involve a
There has been a 10 per cent increase in the number e¢llaboration between a community housing group and the
patients transported into the Adelaide base. Nationally, thgovernment that is also supported by Minda and Life’s for
service had contact with 230 000 patients last year. This is adving, two other partner organisations that provide inde-
average of one person every three minutes. pendent support for people with a disability. . .
Finally, the government is particularly proud of its work ~ There are other features of this development, including
to secure the future of the Flying Doctor Service's other bas80me green-friendly initiatives, but this answers the question
at Port Augusta, with a $350 000 contribution to its Mostcommonly asked of us: where does my son or daughter
$2 million upgrade. The government is also providingllve When | can no IOngel’ care for them? It is .a .CrUC|a|
$2.3 million in this financial year for services out of Port question we have to supply the answer to, and this is part of
Augusta, which is an increase of $1 million over the previoughe answer.
year. | commend the services of the Royal Flying Doctor ,
Service to the house, and | am sure all members would agree MINISTER'SREMARKS

with that. MsCHAPMAN (Deputy Leader of the Opposition):

Given the comment by the Minister for the City of Adelaide

that members must get their facts right, does she stand by her

comments on ABC radio on 26 April 2006 that the role of the
P(Iinister for the City of Adelaide is very similar to that of the

inister for the north, and is the minister aware that there is
minister for the north?

MINING

Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop): Was the Premier's
assertion during yesterday’s opening of the South Australia
Resources and Energy Investment conference that the up

house needed to be abolished really aimed at deflectin?;o_l_heHOn 3.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for the City

attention from the mining sector’s recent public criticism of f Adelaide): It w n interesting interview. b ther

the government’s lack of infrastructure spending to suppor? alae). as a eresting interview, because there
h : : was a fair view amongst the interviewers on that program that

the industry in South Australia? the Minister for the City of Adelaide should be in some wa
TheHon. M.D. RANN (Premier): What a shame the Y Y

) controlling the City of Adelaide’s outcomes, development,
honourable member did not turn up and hear what membe g y P

e . anning and a whole range of issues, and | feel very strongly
of the mining and resources sector said about our governmenf - .« supporting the primacy of local government. | feel very
compared to other governments, but he does not like heari

the truth r%‘;lrongly that | support local—
€ truth. ] . . Mr Koutsantonis interjecting:
Mr WILLIAMS: On a point of order, this has no  The SPEAKER: Order! The member for West Torrens

relevance to the question. will come to order.
The SPEAKER: The point of order is accepted. | draw TheHon. JD. LOMAX-SMITH: | support the primacy
the Premier back to the question. of local government to organise issues in local areas that
TheHon. M.D. RANN: | think | have answered the relate to the business activities of their constituents. | have
question. said that the minister’s role is to negotiate, to be an advocate,
and to work towards good outcomes in the city of Adelaide
DISABILITY HOUSING by being able to take issues immediately to cabinet and by

checking that decisions made by cabinet in general do not

MsFOX (Bright): My question is to the Minister for contravene, contradict or undermine good outcomes in the
Housing. What housing assistance is being provided by theity. That sort of role is similar to the role that has been
government for people with a disability in the inner southerncarried out very well by my cabinet colleagues as ministers
suburbs? for parts of the state. | might have said that it is very similar
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to regional development, north and south: it makes nand celebrate their achievements and the valuable contribu-
difference. The issue is quite clear: | am not the Lord Mayortion they make to this state. The government will continue to
any more than | am the mayor of any local council; my rolelisten to the voice of youth and provide support to help
is to work from within cabinet. empower them to actively participate in all aspects of
community life.
NATIONAL YOUTH WEEK

REBURIAL OF REMAINS
MsBEDFORD (Florey): My question is to the Minister

for Youth. What were some of the highlights of National MsCHAPMAN (Deputy Leader of the Opposition):
Youth Week 2006, and what contribution did the governmenMy question is to the Attorney-General. Will the government
make? amend legislation to allow the reburial or cremation of Sophie

TheHon. P. CAICA (Minister for Youth): | thank the  and Joseph Dauncey? In June 2005 a crypt at St Georges was
member for Florey for her question and congratulate her onnearthed, and two bodies—those of Sophie and Joseph
her outstanding victory in the recent election. My very firstDauncey—were discovered. Current legislation prevents
function as a minister was to have the privilege of launchinghem from being buried or cremated and their bodies remain
National Youth Week activities, which were held betweenin a storage unit awaiting reburial approval.

Saturday 1 April and Sunday 9 April. The week was a huge On 14 September last year, | wrote to the Attorney-
success. It provided an opportunity for the promotion of theGeneral requesting that legislation be amended to allow these
talents and skills of young people in our community and thepeople to be laid to rest. | again wrote to him on 13 December
contributions they make. Young people were involved inasking for the amendment, offering any assistance to effect
every stage of Youth Week, including the planning, imple-the change. | wrote a third letter on 23 January this year, and,
mentation, management, participation and evaluation of aliotwithstanding numerous telephone calls, | still have not
activities. This year's theme was ‘Just add you'. It focusedeceived a reply to any of my letters, and | seek that this
on celebrating young people’s individuality and diversity. matter be attended to.

A joint initiative of commonwealth, state and local TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): | am
governments, Youth Week is coordinated by the Office foraware of the matter, and officers of my department have been
Youth. | would like to thank and congratulate the Office for investigating. My most recent advice is that the remains
Youth, because they coordinated it in such a way that it camfaund on the site by the developer, | am told, have been
under the ownership of the young people: they coordinatedxhumed and are now safely stored. They cannot by law be
and implemented their own programs. This was a terrificdisposed of by cremation or reburial without our making a
initiative. The government committed $100 000 in grants tdegislative amendment. My officers—

49 local councils and 11 non-government organisations to run Members interjecting:
100 activities in South Australia for young people aged The SPEAKER: Order!
between 12 and 25 years. TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: —have researched the

Events this year included the Aboriginal Torres Straitmatter to see if this is absolutely necessary, because it would
Islander Youth Expo. This expo gave young Aboriginalbe better not to bother parliament if we could rebury the
people an opportunity to express their ideas and views and femains without a legislative amendment. But, alas, it is
raise areas of concern through an open mike forum. Youngpsolutely necessary, and |—

Aboriginal people were able to access education, training and Ms Chapman: You've known that for months.
employment information and health and community service The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: We haven't been sitting
stalls, and they got to meet elders and local personalities anfliring the relevant period. | do not see—

listen to other motivational speakers. Members interjecting:

Other successful events held this year included: a speak- The SPEAKER: Order! The deputy leader has asked her
out; a battle of the bands; youth photographic exhibitions; guestion; the Attorney-General is answering it. | strongly
performing arts workshop; hip-hop demonstrations;syggest that she sit back and listen to the answer. If she has
community mural projects; indigenous performance; angther questions, she is at liberty to ask them. The Attorney-
youth voice workshops on leadership, mentorship, publi¢seneral.
speaking and youth advocacy. Information expos provided TpeHon, M.J. ATKINSON: These legislative amend-
arange of information on health, education and other issugsents will have consequences for stakeholders, so | am
affecting young people. As the member for Finniss would bgonsuilting the funeral industry, and | will endeavour to
aware, this year also saw the biggest youth expo ever held ¢fesent those amendments to parliament soon. | suggest the
Kangaroo Island. member for Bragg would have been better off campaigning

An honourable member interjecting: rather than ringing my office incessantly, otherwise she might
TheHon. P. CAICA: There were gOOd ones everyWhere. not have lost the Beulah Park booth.

National Youth Week provides an excellent opportunity for
our young people to exhibit their skills and share their LOCAL GOVERNMENT
knowledge. The participation and achievement of young
South Australians in Youth Week 2006 shows that many Mr PICCOLO (Light): My question is to the Minister
young people have the kind of skills and attributes that aréor State/Local Government Relations. How is the South
valued by our work force. Of course, they are not only valuedAustralian government working to improve consultation
by our work force; those attributes are of great value to ouprocesses with local government on decisions that impact on
community. local communities?

Youth Week allows young people to have their issues of TheHon. J.M. RANKINE (Minister for State/L ocal
concern made known to the broader community and it als@overnment Relations): | thank the honourable member for
gives us a chance to listen to young people and acknowleddes question, and acknowledge and congratulate him on the
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very long contribution he has made to the community otthe concerns the honourable member raises about Aboriginal
Gawler in his involvement in local government for that areacommunities, and the pressing need to improve service
I think it is something like 24 years that the member for Lightdelivery in those communities, are shared by the government.
has been involved in local government. Can | also take this will have to check the particular detail about which the
opportunity, sir, to congratulate you on your position, andhonourable member is talking. | am aware that a pool, which
also the member for Reynell who, | understand, is the firsts about to be completed at Mimili, certainly has been
female Deputy Speaker in this house. delayed. A swimming pool and multipurpose centre has been
This government has led the way in forging strong linksa shared initiative of both the commonwealth and state
between state and local governments. In 2004, a state/locgbvernments in the Yalata region. We are now receiving
government relations agreement was signed by the Premisome advice and clarification from the Yalata community
and the then chair of the Local Government Association thabout its particular needs for that area. | understand that we
late John Legoe, who was highly regarded, and | know willare getting some preliminary expert advice and guidance in
be sorely missed. This agreement was followed up with #hat area. This is an area which has attracted funding through
schedule to the agreement signed in November last year commonwealth program and which | think is called
setting out annual priorities for joint action by both state andCommunities in Crisis—or a name of that sort. | know we are
local governments. | take this opportunity to acknowledge theeeking to attract funding to meet the needs in that particular
work of my predecessors: the Minister for Housing, incommunity.
establishing the Ministers Local Government Forum; the | hink the answer to the question is that the pool and the
Minister for Agriculture, Food and Fisheries for the preparamytipurpose centre are still in the design stage. | think that
tion of that particular agreement; the Local Governmentne costs associated with constructing any infrastructure in
Association, particularly Mr Legoe, as | said; and the currénihese remote regions is often much greater than first anticipat-
chair, John Rich, and his chief executive, Wendy Campagngq. | think the present concern of the people who are doing
This state has been a national leader in defining how Wehe design is how, with the money that has been found by
work together respectfully and collaboratively. This has beepgtn the state and federal governments, they can meet the
further enhanced with the signing of a landmark intergovernpeeds of the local community for both a pool and multipur-
mental agreement involving aIIthreg Ie\{els of government—ose centre. The ambitions of the local community are
federal, state and local—on 12 April this year. Importantly.somewhat greater than the money allocated for that area. We
this agreement is a commitment to achieving an open angke in the discussion phase, but we do acknowledge that pools
productive relationship between the three spheres of goverfzye made an important contribution, especially when they
ment, recognising their different roles and responsibilities an@lzye heen linked in certain circumstances to school attend-
hence their relevance to the communities they serve. Bnce policies. We understand that has made a positive
promotes greater transparency in the fina_ncial arrangemendfiference in some remote and regional communities. We
between the three levels of government in relation to locakhare the honourable member's concern and, to the extent that
government services and functions. there is some impatience about the delays that are occurring

The Rann Labor government is committed to meeting itsy this matter, we have resolved to work as quickly as we can
strategic target of greater alignment of policy deliberations;q reach a resolution of these issues.

coordination of activities and more strategic approaches
between state and local governments. Only by working
together to build a cooperative and respectful relationship will ~ OAKBANK EASTER RACING CARNIVAL

hi tt t f ities. .
we achieve better outcomes for our communities TheHon. R.G. KERIN (Frome): Will the government

YALATA SWIMMING POOL support the request put forward to the Minister for Tourism
by the Oakbank Racing Club with a view to ensuring South
The SPEAKER: The member for Flinders. Australia is at no risk of losing the iconic Oakbank Easter
Members interjecting: Racing Carnival? The Oakbank Racing Club has written to
MrsPENFOLD (Flinders): Thank you, Mr Speaker— the government requesting support for future Easter carnivals.
and | am still here. Financial pressures have been accentuated by other issues,
Members interjecting: such as requests from the Office of the Liquor and Gambling
MrsPENFOLD: Labor Party down 3.3 per cent! Commissioner and the Independent Gambling Authority, and
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Flinders has the the increasing legal risks for the volunteer base that organises
call. the event.

MrsPENFOLD: Thank you, Mr Speaker. Will the TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Recreation,
Minister for Aboriginal Affairs and Reconciliation give a Sport and Racing): | think that, probably, this question
firm date for the completion of the swimming pool at Yalatashould have been directed to me as the Minister for Racing.
that was supposed to be completed before the summer ®he member for Frome asks about a request made by the
2005? Swimming pools have been shown to improve schod@akbank Racing Club of the government in regard to its
attendance and the general health of children in outbactingoing viability. | think that this request has been made
communities, providing urgently needed positive activity tomore than once, but | would need to check that. The
help them from falling into unhealthy practices. Gravegovernment's position—and | would have thought that it
concern is currently being expressed over a reported inciwould also be the position of the opposition as it brought the
dence of petrol sniffing at Yalata. Petrol sniffing is particular-legislation into the parliament—is that, as a result of the
ly injurious to health, quality of life and general wellbeing of corporatisation of the racing industry, it is a well-known fact
young people who need positive activity. and an expectation that the racing industry (now having been

TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL (Minister for Abo-  established through an act of parliament brought about by the
riginal Affairsand Reconciliation): There is no doubtthat former government to corporatise the industry) runs its own
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business; and, obviously, it is able to do so as a result of TheHon. M.J. Atkinson: Who was that guy? He used to
being corporatised. be minister for police.

If the Oakbank Racing Club is able to make out a case (as, TheHon. P.F. CONLON: | can’t remember, but | point
of course, was made previously by both TRSA and the SAJGut that we have just as many dairy farmers as they had. It
when we moved the Adelaide Cup Carnival) in terms ofwas one of the shallowest and most opportunistic things. |
special circumstances, obviously, that can be looked at angspect the fact that the member has concerns, and | will refer
assessed. However, generally speaking, it is the expectatighem on. | think the most sensible part of this opposition’s
of the government that, as a result of the racing industrgampaign was about road funding. The bottom line is, mate,
being corporatised, a request of that nature should have be#rat they did not listen to you.
made of the corporate body, which, of course, is Thorough-
bred Racing SA. | would expect that, as a first port of call, the Q FEVER
Oakbank Racing Club should be working through its
corporate entity (that is, Thoroughbred Racing SA) ifitis Mr VENNING (Schubert): Can the Minister for Health

seeking financial assistance. inform the house of the current status of the availability of the
Q fever vaccine for the general public and, in particular,
SCHOOL ROAD SAFETY farmers? | have been informed that the Q fever vaccine is

currently in very short supply and is only available to those

Mr GOLDSWORTHY (Kavel): My question is to the who work in meat factories. Many farmers have contacted me
Minister for Transport. Why does the government continuallyand are most concerned that they have been told by their
refuse to take action to improve road safety at the Nairngoctor that they have a high risk of contracting Q fever and
school crossing and the Woodside main road intersection #ften cannot get access to the vaccine. My own brother,
Nairne? | have raised this issue with the government on Richard Venning, lies paralysed in Queen Elizabeth Hospital
number of occasions over the past 3%z years by correspongith a serious condition which had its origins when he
ence and media articles, with the government taking no actiofontracted Q fever. We know of other similar cases.
to improve what is an extremely hazardous road safety TheHon.J.D.HILL (Minister for Health): | thank the
matter. The situation is so serious now in relation to thenember for Schubert for his question, and I am sorry to hear
safety of children at the school crossing that the parents ag his brother’s illness and I hope he recovers swiftly.
refusing to allow their children to act as traffic monitors atthe  \jr venning interjecting:

crossing. _ TheHon. J.D. HILL: | am not currently. This is previ-
The SPEAKER: | do notwant to pick on the member for qjy | am not aware of the supply of that particular vaccine
Kavel in particular, but an explanation of a question needs @+ ' will happily and swiftly get a report for the member.
be an explanation: it cannot be an offering of argument in
support of the question. It must confine itself to the facts. It ROAD GUARDRAILS
is something that has crept into explanations, which | do not
think assists in the decorum of the house. The Minister for MrsREDMOND (Heysen): Will the Minister for
Transport. Transport undertake to review the process by which decisions
TheHon. P.F. CONLON (Minister for Transport): In are made as to the placement of guardrails? | have a constitu-
regard to the particular issue, | will refer the question to theant who resides on Upper Sturt Road, which is obviously a
Minister for Road Safety. | assume that we are referring to anajor thoroughfare for commuter vehicles, buses and heavy
case said to exist for black-spot funding, or some such similagycks. On eight occasions since May 2003, accidents have
funding, which is now the responsibility of the Minister for resulted in the front fence of the property being destroyed, yet
Road Safety. However, the question asked what we werge Department of Transport refuses to install any guardrails
doing about road safety, so | put on the record that thiglong that stretch of road, in spite of numerous requests from
government, in its previous four years, has done a tremendogsyself and members of the family who reside in that house
amount in road safety, and the facts speak for themselvesyho are concerned, for obvious reasons, about their safety.
refer to the tremendous work of Sir Eric Neale and the Road The Hon. PF. CONLON (Minister for Transport): |
Safety Council, and to the very many amendments, many ghank the member for her question. Certainly one of the
them the work of the former minister, the member for Taylor.things we will not do is take decisions out of the hands of
Most of all, it is highlighted by the 20 per cent reduction in experts and put them into the hands of politicians. That is
casualty crashes as a result of the introduction of 50 kilometr§omething we steer away from. | am happy to refer the
speed limit default limits, which followed on with a reduc- gyestion to the Department of Transport. Again, it is more
tion— o likely to be a question for the Minister for Road Safety in the
An honourable member interjecting: Legislative Council. We are happy to have them provide
TheHon. PF. CONLON: That was yours, was it? That information as to why those decisions were made and on what
was followed on with a reduction in compulsory third party pasis. One of the things | am very careful to do as Minister
premium payments. As | said, the facts speak for themselvegsr Transport is not to set things such as speed limits but
It was interesting that, during the election campaign (in ongeave that to experts according to a set of objective criteria.
of the shallowest pieces of political opportunism), it wasj think that is the right way to do things.
suggested that, without any consultation, the Liberals would

reintroduce 60 kilometre zones in some of those 50 kilometre BLUE-GREEN AL GAE
zones, which have contributed so much to road safety.
The Hon. M J. Atkinson: Who advocated that? Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop): Will the Minister for

The Hon. P.F. CONLON: Well, one of them is not here Administrative Services and Government Enterprises now
any more. In fact, a lot of them are not here any more, but werovide the house with an explanation as to why SA Water
should not reflect on that. failed to test toxicity levels in water delivered to its customers
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from the summit storage after SA Water’s laboratories had TRAIN FLEET

identified rising levels of Anabaena circinalis (or blue-green

algae) in water samples from that reservoir between 17 and Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): My question is again

26 December 2004? On 28 November last year, the oppodie the Minister for Transport. Will the government guarantee

tion asked the minister a question in relation to SA Water'shat TransAdelaide’s 2000 class trains are safe? On Friday

failure to test the summit storage for increasing toxic level®1 April, a quarter of Adelaide’s train fleet was withdrawn

of blue-green algae in December 2004. The minister statefdlom peak hour services at short notice. TransAdelaide

that the occurrence was unacceptable and that he was seeksgpkesman Mr Bill Watson confirmed: ‘The trains were

areport. withdrawn from service because of concerns about their safe
TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Administrative  operation.’

Services and Government Enterprises): | will check on that TheHon. PF. CONLON (Minister for Transport):

for the member and bring— Something the member for Waite will have to understand is
Members interjecting: that sometimes one does things because they are prudent. The
TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT: No, if that reportis nowinthe incident in question (and | am not an engineer) was some-

office | will ensure | get that to the shadow minister and makething to do with one of the shafts in the train in question. The

it available. | am not 100 per cent certain whether that repofprudent thing to do was to make sure that that issue did not

has been made available but, if it has, | will ensure that therise with respect to all the trains of that same class, so they

shadow minister gets a copy. were taken off the line for a short time, and it was found that
it did not. That is the prudent thing to do. If the member had
O-BAHN SAFETY bothered to make a most cursory investigation, he would have

found that out very simply.

The truth is that the member for Waite has been running
out telling people that it is not safe to travel on the buses
the trains. | advise the member for Waite that, not only is

Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): My question is to the
Minister for Transport. Can the government assure taxpayers
that the O-Bahn system is safe to use? The O-Bahn drivelbsr
have made public claims that a range of safety concerns |+ irie—
linked to the O-Bahn system are putting community safety bers interiecting:
at risk. The government has publicly acknowledged that it is Members interjecting: .
aware of the concerns. On 24 April this year, an O-Bahn bus T heHon. PF. CONLON: He has been running around
crashed into a drain near Klemzig station, which put arP@yng that the buses and the trains are not safe, and that we
additional focus on these safety concerns. put up the price of electricity in Ro>_<by Dow_ns (another th_mg

The Hon. P.F. CONLON (Minister for Transport): Oh, he got profoundly wrong, .and | will expla!n all that to him
deary, deary me. | do congratulate, however, the member fé@ter)- He has been running around saying all that. Can |
Waite, because not only has he been reinstated on the froflVise the member for Waite that patronage is up on buses,
bench but also he has moved up to third spot after his ondt@ins and trams. Just like the election campaign, the public
handed assault on the leadership. It just goes to show th8t South Australia does not agree with him. While patronage
who dares does not always win—but at least he ran a plac&} Up something like 4 or 5 per cent, they obviously do not

I am sure that Colonel Rambuka will have another attempt—disagree with him as strongly as they did in the election,
The SPEAK ER: Order! where we took something like 15 per cent off them. Itis so

The Hon. PF. CONL ON: —at the single-handed charge WWonderful to hear a voice from the member for Bright that is
at some point in the future. not an annoying, whining pain.

The SPEAK ER: The minister will return to the question. An honourable member interjecting:

TheHon. PF. CONLON: The member for Waite has ~ TheHon. PF. CONLON: He was a wonderful guy,
been out, with no basis, scaring people about public transpoRrave Sir Robin, was he not? When danger reared its ugly
That is what he has been doing: he has been running arouhéad, he was out of here in no time quick. But he was
saying that it is not safe. We saw him with his medals tellingadvising them all later that he would have won the seat if he
everyone that it was not safe. | did not publicly acknowledgehad hung on, of course: he would have held off the 15 per
it: it is better if one does not. What | said was that thosecent. That was the sort of person he was.
issues have been raised, and our advice (if the member had It is absolutely irresponsible for the member for Waite to
listened) was that there was nothing to the safety issues. H® running around trying to tell people that the buses are
guoted the recent bus crash as being an example of the @nsafe, the trains are unsafe, everything is unsafe. Had he
Bahn’s being unsafe when it was on the news last night, inade the smallest inquiry he would have found that the trains
think, that the incident in question was as a result of the bugrere withdrawn for prudent reasons. It is just like the
driver texting a message on his mobile phone, which is nafjuestion the honourable member asked about Roxby Downs
something that we require of bus drivers. We do not requirelectricity, but | will bring that back for him later. We will
bus drivers to send SMS messages while they are driving laring Roxby Downs back later.
bus. That bus driver has since resigned.

To suggest that our O-Bahn is unsafe because you cannot ROADS, DUKES HIGHWAY
drive a bus and text a message at the same time indicates that
the member for Waite does not really understand much about Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop): Will the Minister for
this portfolio area. | do not think there is any safe way toTransport explain to the house why, after completely
drive a bus, whether an O-Bahn or not, and send a textbuilding the Dukes Highway between Bordertown and the
message at the same time. We will be making sure that th&tictorian border, the speed limit on this section of highway
is understood. We will not be going out to change our O4s at 100 km/h while the speed limit on the rest of the
Bahn so that it is safe to drive a bus and send a text messag&hway, all the way between Stirling and Bordertown, is at
at the same time, because | do not think that is possible. 110 km/h?
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TheHon. P.F. CONLON (Minister for Transport): | LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS
would have thought that, after the lengthy correspondence
between us on this subject, the honourable member would Mr GOLDSWORTHY (Kavel): My question is to the
have understood this. | did note the honourable member®linister for State/Local Government Relations. Is the
pathetic, desperate misleading of the public during thgovernment considering introducing legislation for compul-
election campaign. What he said was that he had beesory voting for local government elections?
advised that this was the first step in a statewide 100 km/h TheHon. J.M. RANKINE (Minister for State/L ocal
speed limit, which was an absolutely blatant electionGovernment Relations): The proposal to bring in legislation

fabricatioln. This was a man who knew which way the tidefor compulsory voting has not been raised with me by
was running and was desperate. He was told that that was n@hyone.

the case. If he did not suffer from short-term memory

problems he would remember that about 15 minutes ago | RECREATION PARKS
said that | do not set speed limits: they are set by departmen-
tal experts, based on objective criteria. TheHon. | .F. EVANS (L eader of theOpposition): My

Thatis the case down there. | know that it is frustrating toquestion is to the Minister for Recreation, Sport and Racing.
have to travel at 100 instead of 110 km/h. The member fowhat recreation activities currently allowed in recreation
Stuart finds it frustrating travelling at 110: he thinks that 130parks will not be allowed when recreation parks become
is a much better speed limit. | know that they are a broadonservation parks as proposed by the government? The
church in the Liberal Party when it comes to speed limits, bugovernment conducted a short consultation process during the
during the election campaign not many of his colleagues werelection period into a review of national parks classification.
prepared to endorse the member for Stuart’s contribution. Nathe review process proposes that recreation parks be
many of his colleagues agreed with him on the 130 km/fabolished and reclassified as conservation parks.
speed limit. As the honourable member knows well froma TheHon.J.D.HILL (Minister for Health): This is
series of correspondence, the 100 km/h speed limit is set igally a question about the environment. | will answer the
the chief executive of the Department of Transport. | hav@uestion on behalf of my colleague in another place and
asked him what those grounds are, but it is certainly not th@ertainly refer the question to her so that she may amplify
tremendous fabrication presented by the honourable membgsme of the points | make. One of the last things | did as
during the campaign as the introduction of a 100 km/h speeghinister—

limit across the state. Members interjecting;
TheHon. J.D. HILL: We'll still be able to play petanque
ROADS, SPEED LIMITS in the conservation park. One of the last things that | did as

. ) - minister for the environment was to initiate a review of the

l:/lhr WItI__LIiAl\/I(? M "’t‘ﬁK'”Op)'tThe. M|n|st¢r(;or Haﬂsf classification names of parks in South Australia. | have
port has stimulated another question in my mind, Which gives, ways believed that the current arrangements are confusing
me great pleasure, because | think that the minister has 9BEcause we have national parks where you can mine and we
confused between two dlfferent road.s. .. have some national parks where you cannot mine; we have
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: On a point of order, this is conservation parks where you can mine and some where you

question time and notgrievance.. cannot; and we have a whole range of other things for
The SPEAKER: | uphold the point of order. The member recreation parks. In my view, all the parks should be for
for MacKillop will proceed to his question. recreation of one sort or another, and all the parks should be

Mr WILLIAMS: This is a serious question. In light of able to be used by the people in some form or another.
the minister's most recent answer, can he assure the house| asked the department to conduct a review of the names

that he has confidence in the people who do set speed limigg our parks and to base them on international IUCN
in South Australia, when the 17 kilometres between Borderstandards. We put it out for consultation. The proposition is

town and the Victorian border, a straight section of road, havgot to stop people recreating in parks; it is really about the

just been upgraded to the highest standard at a cost @ame of the park. There will be planning arrangements in

$15 million, yet the rest of the road, between Bordertown anghlace which will make it clear what kind of recreation you

Stirling, has a speed limit of 110 km/h? | am talking about thecan do, in what sort of circumstances, in which parks. It is not

Dukes Highway between Adelaide and Melbourne, not theur intention to stop people recreating in parks. The sugges-

Princes Highway between Meningie and Salt Creek. tions made by members on the other side on more than one
TheHon. P.F. CONLON (Minister for Transport): | occasion are an absolute nonsense, and they know it.

certainly have far more confidence in those officers setting

the speed limits than | do in anyone on that side—or, for that FLOODING, SOUTH VERDUN

matter, politicians in general—setting them. Certainly,

anyone on that side. Let us face it, it might be 100, might be  Mr GOLDSWORTHY (Kavel): Will the Premier

130, and Gunny would go higher if he could get away withexplain the details of the $1.5 million funding commitment

it. He would love to tear across that Eyre Highway at aboutn relation to the Verdun flooding issue? Given the Premier’s

160 km/h. interest in the flooding issue at Verdun, having on one
An honourable member: He would be likeTheWorld’'s ~ occasion visited the site of flooding in the area, the details of
Fastest Indian! the funding commitment announced just prior to the election

The Hon. PF. CONLON: The World's Fastest Indian, ~ @re scant to say the least.
yes. | have far more faith in officers setting the speed limits TheHon. M.D. RANN (Premier): | would be very happy
than in anyone on that side of the chamber, and | am verip get a report for the honourable member.
grateful that they do it. An honourable member interjecting:
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TheHon. M.D. RANN: | just heard that six questions Q FEVER
have been answered. Can | just say this: if you keep quoting
me incorrectly from things that you are making up, | will  TheHon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Health): | seek leave
keep quoting verbatim what you said about each other. W make a ministerial statement.
have hundreds of pages here. We really enjoyed your | eave granted.

opinions of each other. TheHon. J.D. HILL: During question time the member
The SPEAKER: Order! for Schubert asked me a question about Q fever. | am advised
TheHon. M.D. RANN: This one says: ‘As far as I'm of the following: CSL Pharmaceuticals has ceased production
concerned it’s like getting back on the train we've just had af Q fever vaccine as it was the sole manufacturer of this
train wreck in. vaccine worldwide. There is currently no alternative supplier.
The SPEAKER: Order! The Premier will take his seat. The commonwealth is seeking expressions of interest to
The Premier is not answering the substance of the questiofittract a new supplier. If a supplier of vaccine can be sourced,

he is debating. the commonwealth will seek jurisdictional support to
implement an ongoing national Q fever management
program.

TRAFFIC CONGESTION, HAHNDORF South Australia has a long history of working with the

Mr GOLDSWORTHY (Kavel): My question is to the livestock and meat processing industries to raise awareness
Minister for Transport. of the disease burden of Q fever in specific occupational
S groups. South Australia will continue to work cooperatively
The Hon. K.O. Foley interjecting: _ . with the commonwealth to manage the risk of this disease.
Mr GOLDSWORTHY: Have you got a deprivation Should a potential supplier of vaccine be found, it is under-

problem, Kevin? stood that the continuation of the vaccine program will be
The Hon. K.O. Foley interjecting: subject to successful negotiation and security of vaccine
Mr GOLDSWORTHY: You don't know anything about  SUPPIY-

this, mate.
Members interjecting: EUROPEAN GREEN CRABS

Mr GOLDSWORTHY: It's evident that none of you do. TheHon. R.J. MCEWEN (Minister for Agriculture,
Will the minister advise when a serious commitment will be, 34 2ng Fisheries): | seek leave to make a ministerial
made by the government to remedy the traffic congestioRiament.
problems (caused, in the main, by heavy vehicle transports
that occur regularly in the main street of Hahndorf? Although ~ L€ave granted.
the main street of Hahndorf has recently been resurfaced, the The Hon. R.J. McEWEN: On the first sitting day of the
problem of heavy vehicle transport traffic causing significan®1st parliament | was asked a question by the new member
congestion continues to be a matter of real concern to thier Goyder, whom | must congratulate on his victory. | think
local residents and the many thousands of tourists who flockat he will add much to this place. He was enormously well
to this iconic tourist destination. respected throughout local government circles. | indicated
TheHon. PF. CONLON (Minister for Transport): | that | knew very little about crabs in general and nothing at

can certainly understand, being formerly a marginal sed!l @bout the European green crab, but I did indicate that |
holder myself, the passion that those new marginal sedfPuld bring back a response to the question in a timely
holders on the other side have for their electorates. | ha/&ianner. I can indicate to you today, Mr Speaker, that the
been asking the Department of Transport for something in méruropean green crab (Carcinus maenas) was first reported in

electorate ever since | was elected, and | have not got it yetustralia in Port Phillip Bay, Victoria, in 1900, but it is
so | do know that these things happen. considered likely that it was introduced to Australia in the

. 850s.
The issue of the management of heavy transport througﬁ

Hahndorf is broader than Hahndorf, of course, as passionately 't Was first reported in South Australia in the Port River
as the local marginal seat holder may feel those views. 1978, and the Coorong and Onkaparinga estuaries since

attempt, with limited resources from the commonwealth, t 985. The crab has also established colonies in Tasmania.

manage heavy vehicles and freight, and this state has mad8€ ¢rab was reported at Edithburgh on the Yorke Peninsula
huge commitments to new investment in that regard. It woul late 2005.' althoughiitis I|k9|y to haye bgen in that location
be of tremendous assistance if we can take a bipartisdR’ SOmMe time. Anecdotal information indicates that the

approach to the federal government for a greater share GPECES goes through boom and bust cycles, being found in

AusLink funding. We would love to be able to solve all the & location in significant numbers and then becoming rare in

problems in traffic and freight in South Australia, but unlessthe area. Importantly, | can indicate that, while the species is

we get a better share of the national cake that is not likely. mvell-established, itis not conrs]idered tl(') t_)e a pest of signh;i]-
the meantime, we will prioritise those according to statewidéant €conomic cor|1cern. Sout Austrarlla Isa s_|gna|tory tothe
interests in freight, safety, and those sorts of matters. [térgovernmental agreement on the National System

appreciate the member's concern. The best thing we could db’€vention and Management of Marine Pest Incursions, a
and | would be happy with this, is if we went together tOsfructure created to provide effective and cost efficient

Canberra and asked for more money from the feds. processes for preventing emergency response and ongoing
management and control of marine pest incursions.
Management of the crab, as well as a range of other
introduced species, is presently being considered at a national
level through that body.
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GRIEVANCE DEBATE 3.5 out of ten. It r}eeds Iang widening to 3.5 metres, eight
additional overtaking lanes, improvements to the shoulders
and increased levels of protection for motorists—$30 million

ROADS, COUNTRY worth of work.
o . Quite frankly, the house needs to be aware that the South-

Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): I rise on the subject gast roads are in a shocking state. The demands are increas-
of country roads and the|r_ maintenance, particularly Southrng. | will be going to the South-East soon to consult with the
East country roads. | remind the house that, whether or nbca| member, inspect the roads and talk to local government
we realise it, most South Australian families are touched iypaut what must be done. The state government cannot avoid
some way by roac_i trauma. The fact is thaF it is costing “Ve%aving to invest more in roads. If AusLink funding is
every day. We simply must do something about roadsiequired for certain Auslink roads, then it must lead the
Although speed, fatigue and inattention are key causes @harge to Canberra to argue for that funding. It is up to the
accidents, a cocktail of these things, together with thgiate government—because itis to the government to which
condition of aroad, is what ultimately kills people. It is when people look—to show leadership to make sure that South-
they run off the road or into an object on the road, or hit angast roads are safe to drive on and that they can take the

object beside the road, that people die or are injured. OBy ain of freight, commuter and tourist traffic. It is most
average, between 90 and 100 people are killed on Southhortant.

Australian country roads each year. Many of those are killed
in the South-East. It was a particularly bad year in 2005 when WORKPLACE SAFETY
65 fatalities occurred on country roads, compared with 50 for
the same period in the previous year. Most of these rural MsBEDFORD (Florey): As | rise today to make my first
crashes involve drivers losing control on the straight or orcontribution in the new parliament, | acknowledge that we
bends, and about 38 per cent of such crashes involve vehiclaseet on Kaurna land and pay my respects to the indigenous
which run off the road or collide with rigid objects, such aspeople of the Adelaide Plains. As alluded to earlier this
trees, poles and embankments, or which roll over due tafternoon by the member for Ashford, it is May Day Week.
uneven roadsides. | was privileged to be a part of the march on Saturday and the
I draw to the attention of house work which has been donéinner last night. Unfortunately, | will be an apology for the
by the RAA and other industry bodies on this subject andMorkers’ Memorial Ceremony, which will be held at Port
which points to the fact that significant reductions in crashAdelaide’s Black Diamond Corner on Sunday. | urge all
types can occur if investment is made in the installation oembers who are able to attend, particularly as workplace
safety barriers, the removal of specific roadside hazardsafety and injury has become finely focused to us all in the
resurfacing of roads, sealing of shoulders, advisory speeghst few weeks.
sign refurbishment, line marking and guide posts, widening In South Australia several people have died in workplaces
or replacing bridges or culverts, widening shouldersjn the last fortnight. A labourer in his late forties was working
providing overtaking lanes, and, later, duplicating andn athree metre deep trench at Munno Para Downs, the walls
improving alignment. Regrettably, South-East roads, irof which collapsed around him and killed him. Earlier, a road
particular, suffer from neglect in regard to most of theseworker was crushed to death by heavy machinery while
areas. The Dukes Highway is a very good example. Soutworking on a private property near the Gawler River. These
Australia must come to some arrangement with the federatagedies have inflicted great grief on the families of the men
government to ensure a strong funding bid is submitted ifn question. Not long after those two accidents, another man
order to allow upgrading of the Dukes Highway to occur. Itdied when he was sandwiched in a dumbwaiter at St Paul's
is really up to the state government to lead the charge; it iRecreation and Entertainment Centre.
really up to the state government to make our bid. Indeed, that was a tragedy which | am sure Workplace
About 30 overtaking lanes have been built to addresServices is working hard to investigate; and, while | am
horrific crash rates and steadily increasing volumes. Intereséssured that there is no underlying connecting factor, it is
ingly, commercial vehicles account for 29 per cent to 45 peterrible to have three accidents in the space of a week in
cent of all traffic on the highway. There are estimates fromSouth Australia. Nationally, of course, we have all been
the Bureau of Transport and Regional Economics that rairansfixed by the continuing and sad saga relating to the death
would decline significantly on this route and freight traffic of Private Jake Kovco; and, while the circumstances of his
by road would increase to as much as 7 355 kilotons by 202@leath are still in contention, | suggest that it is also a work-
resulting in road freight doubling. Ultimately, duplication of place accident. Most recently, for the last few days we have
the road will need to be considered and it will need to beall watched for the fate of the miners in Beaconsfield,
funded by Auslink. In the meantime, other work totalling Tasmania. As we know, one of those miners passed away.
$2 million to $3 million needs to be done to improve roadAgain, it was another workplace accident in that most
alignment and remove substandard rest areas. | think tldangerous of occupations, mining. However, we are hoping
RAA rated it six out of 10. Of course, other roads in thevery much to bring two miners to the surface. | commend the
region, particularly the Riddoch Highway, need greater levelsvorkers of the AWU who are spending almost every waking
of protection for motorists from roadside hazards. Themoment working on a way to get those men back to the
Riddoch Highway needs the construction of an additionasurface safely. To all the families and everyone affected by
10 overtaking lanes; and duplication, eventually, of thethese workplace accidents, both by the deaths and the life-
Riddoch Highway, to bypass Penola and Mount Gambier. Ichanging injuries that often happen in workplace accidents,
would require estimated funding of about $411 million to! offer my condolences in the hope that, in the future, other
address these deficiencies. | think the RAA rated thisvorkers will fair much better.
particular highway at five out of 10. Of course, the Princes | would like to draw the attention of the house to the fact
Highway, which needs major work, was rated by the RAA atthat 28 April is the International Commemoration Day for
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Dead and Injured Workers. | refer to the SA Union site. Myhad with anybody at 5AA which brought about that particular
staff has supplied me with the 2005 information, so | am nonhews item. It is worth noting that that is the only news service
sure whether it has not yet been updated. However, Aughat | am aware of that picked up that particular story.
tralia’s workplace death rate is worse than that of Great |tis interesting, because this happens to be the Premier’s
Britain, Japan, Norway, the Czech Republic, the USA, Newnodus operandi, particularly with regard to thexed
Zealand, Poland, Slovenia and Canada. In fact, we have thfiestion of mining in South Australia. We all know the
same number of deaths per 100 000 workers as Romaniapkemier’s history with regard to uranium mining in South
think that the example there is that, perhaps, we could do Australia and, in fact, we were reminded only a few weeks
whole lot better. ago when the South Australia®tateline program ran a
Worldwide, the International Labour Office estimates thatsegment about uranium under the headline ‘Should South
atleast 1.9 million to 2.3 million workers die every year from Australia go nuclear?’ It ran some file footage and quoted
workplace causes, the biggest occupational killer being/ike Rann and some words that he wrote in a document back
cancer. In Australia, there are 380 new workers’ compensan 1982 where he said that concerned citizens should boycott
tion claims every day. About 300 workers are killed in BP because of its involvement with the Olympic Dam project.

workplace accidents each year, with another 2 000 dying So Mike Rann was a strong anti-uranium advocate, but
from occupational diseases, such as asbestos-related cancgigsy he would have us believe that he supports uranium
In South Australia in 2004, 19 South Australian workers dietnining in South Australia. What he said on that same
while they were at work. Already in the financial year 2004-gateline program was:

05, 13 had died at the time of this report. . ) - -

. . .. | believe the current national ALP policy is anachronistic and
This, of course, does not take into account those who willherefore is likely to be changed.
be dying from asbestos exposure in the future. We now havi

the highest proportion of mesothelioma per head of Popuéis anachronistic, by definition. It has been around for years.

tion in the western world. Studies show that unionised>® he has not told us anything there. *And therefore is ”"?'y
workplaces are safer workplaces, and that is something .b'e chgnged.’ If this Premier s SO keen to see more uranium
have been talking about a lot in the media lately with regardiNing in South Australia—and he should be—and his
to the new IR legislation. Unions continue to fight to prevemgovernment is actually giving taxpayers mopey to uranium
workplace deaths and injuries and for proper compensatio?f(IDIOrerS who cannot, u.nde.r his government's current policy,
for those who survive. Better and safer workplaces can p@PEN a New uranium mine in Sogth Australia, why does he
achieved by strict occupational health and safety laws that alPt 96t out and lead the debate })Nhy does he not take the
properly enforced, elected workplace health and safe rgument to the_ other Premiers? We know that forr_‘ner
representatives with effective entitlements and the introdu yremier Gallup in Western Australia was dead agayn:st
tion of industrial manslaughter legislation in South Australia.Ch"’mglng the policy. 1 am not sure what the new premier's

While that may appear to be a contentious issue, | hope thiklitude to that is. We know that Premier Beattie in
house will be able to spend some time in the not too distal ueensland remains totally opposed to the policy. We know

future looking at preventable causes of workplace acciden at Kim Beazley (the federal Labor leader) has been opposed

nd lookina closer at the manslauahter legislation. to the policy, although now he would have us believe that he
and looking closer at the manslaughter legisiatio is shifting his position. However, he has not articulated that.

He said, ‘I will come back at the end of the year and say
something about it.

Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop): Today in question time ~ Itis time the Premier actually said what he meant. It is
the Premier claimed that he was either misquoted or quoteléme he articulated the future for South Australia. It is time
out of context and refused to answer questions on thog&at the Premier led the debate to change not only the
grounds, but I will read from the precis of yesterday’s newsanachronistic but also stupid no new uranium policy of the
services from 5AA, as follows: Labor Party for the future of South Australia. It is time that
he got behind those companies to which he is giving money

The Premier has tied the future of mining in South Australia to . . .
the reform or abolition of state parliament's upper house. Premief® €xplore for uranium and told them straight out that he will

Mike Rann has opened the largest resource conference ever heldsdpport them, if and when they find uranium (and | would say
the state saying mining will give South Australia a massive economithat it is more ‘when’ than ‘if"), with the relevant licences to
shot in the arm for the next four decades. He told delegates that thgyen and operate new uranium mines in South Australia. That
success depends on the restructured or demolished upper hous%S what we need from this Premier if he is to be any sort of

MINING

Mr Kenyon: You are not quoting him directly. leader or statesman.
Mr WILLIAMS: | may not be quoting him directly. | am
quoting from the precis from 5AA. | am glad that the Premier INDUSTRIAL RELATIONSLAWS

has offered to give the opposition a copy of his speech notes,

and that will be terrific. | also ask him to give us a copy of MsCICCARELLO (Norwood): | rise today to speak on
any conversations or any other contact that he or his staff haa matter of public importance, that is, the Howard govern-
with the reporters of 5AA, because | can certainly say that thenent's extreme and divisive industrial relations changes,
comment that the Premier ‘has opened the largest resourcesich will threaten the working and family lives of Aus-
conference ever held in the state’ really smacks of thigralian workers now and well into the future. These laws go
Premier. | guarantee that is what he said, because everythitgthe very heart of the long held Australian tradition of a fair
this government has done has been the largest, the best or th@ They are nothing more than an insidious attack on the
first, and that is exactly what this report states the Premiefustralian way of life. They destroy rights to overtime,
said yesterday. So | am looking forward to the Premier'spenalty rates, holiday pay, redundancy pay and other rights
forwarding to me a copy of his speech notes, but | would alsthat generations of Australians have fought so hard to win
like him to forward to me the details of any discussions heover the last 100 years. The Howard government clearly does
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not believe that the notion of a fair go is a policy requirement
in this area. ANZAC DAY

Many Australians have lost their job security as a result .
of these new changes. Up to 4 million Australian employees MrSPENFOLD (Flinders): The Anzac legend was born
in businesses of up to 100 employees now face the prospelft 1915 at Gallipoli, when 8 000 Australians lost their lives
of going to work each day not knowing whether they will !N & nine-month campaign. However, the Anzac spirit lives

have a job at the end of it. Employees working in nearly alen- It 'is important that we honour that spirit and those yvho
private businesses across the country can now be sack crifice so that we can enjoy the freedom and the quality of
|

. } ; ; . e that we have. Some made the supreme sacrifice by giving
unfairly under the ‘operational reasons’ clause, with no leg heir lives in the cause of freedom. The sacrifices made by

recourse yvhatsoever. We have recently seen the chaos t%‘ﬁwers are less evident but nonetheless real: the months and
created with respect to the Fowra abatto'lr workers. .. _sometimes years of absence from family, missing seeing the
The Howard government's approach will reduce the livingyo\ing years of their children, and the mental and physical
standards of Australian working families. It has sidelined the;cgrs of war. There is currently war and terrorism in many
independent umpire, the Australian Industrial RelationqgartS of the world, places where people are living with the
Commission. Many of its current rOIeS, such as ensurin@rief and anguish’ courage and Comradeship’ pride and
agreements meet a decent minimum standard and awardig@spair that war brings. Anzac Day gives an opportunity to
increases in the minimum wage, have been stripped from th&ose of us lucky enough to live in this wonderful part of the
commission’s responsibilities. Instead, the government’s soworld to reflect on the wars that have affected us and our
called Fair Pay Commission will now be responsible forfamilies and to remember with pride those people who made
increases in the minimum wage. It is very important to notesacrifices and who are still making sacrifices to enable us to
that the government has removed the legislative requiremenlige as we do.
that the minimum wage be fair and that it must have some | am sometimes concerned that we do not always value
cognisance of prevailing living standards. Indeed, the federavhat we have, despite what we see happening in other parts
Treasurer’s own department predicts that the pay of peoplef the world on our televisions daily. The Gallipoli campaign
who rely on the minimum wage will fall in real terms as the IS becoming synonymous with Anzac, and it is heartening to
Fair Pay Commission awards smaller increases, which meaf§€ the large numbers of young people, particularly, who are
that Australia’s lowest paid and most vulnerable employee8'aking the pilgrimage to Gallipoli and who are attending the
will suffer a decline in their disposable income. It also meandnarches across Australia on the day. Our family remembers
that pensions that are set on the benchmark of 25 per cent Ergncek?nd the ngme where, on 25 IAprll ﬁ918, af 1?]'3'?"”
male total average weekly earnings will be severely reduce 'rotr?gr) Iv?/;s ?(ﬁl\g d cilatrrr:aauirg?gn t;JSr% eLiﬁg Trk?g p?etvi%russ
The 9,0"6”_‘”16”‘ also has at’)ollshed the safety netkno ear, 1917, his older brother Roland was killed on the
as the ‘no disadvantage test’. Under the new laws, alg

swillno| have t : d standard mme, and the year before that, in 1916, a second brother,
agreements will no longer have to meet an award stanaar lement, was also killed. Back in South Australia, the family

20 conditions, but a paltry five. We all remember when, at the, -1, was sold, and the families and friends grieved.

launch of the Liberal Party's IR policy in Brisbane on  tyenty-one years later, in 1939, a sister of these three
28 Septembgr 2004, the Prime Minister was asked wheth.%ung soldiers, Ruby, and the youngest brother, Kenneth,
he was plannlng to reduce the 20 allowable matters. He Salﬂnown as Jack’ who was my father’ joined up to f|ght in the
‘No, they were working quite well, thanks very much.Once Second World War. They were away from their homes,
again, he has gone back on his word. Now, with the stroke damilies and friends for six years. | often think of their
a pen, things important to working Australians such asmother, Elizabeth, after whom | was named, and wonder how
penalty rates, overtime, meal breaks, annual leave loadinghe and her husband David coped. The anguish that families,
shift loading, redundancy pay, allowances and certainty ofriends and colleagues feel when they lose a family member
hours or rostering can be removed. Overall, the outcome df such or similar circumstances was brought home to us
the government's extreme IR legislation will be about onemost recently with the death of the young Australian service
thing: removing choices from employees and giving morénan in Irag. ) )

power and control to employers. In our home, as in many households, very little was ever

The Labor Party totally opposes these new IR change§.aid about the Wars..PeopIe were expected to geton Wit_h life.
The Liberal Party clearly does not, and never will. TheHowever, 1 do not think that this was good for them, particu-

former leader of the opposition (Hon. Rob Kerin) is on recordlarly for their mental health, nor is itgood in my view for the

as saying, ‘I don't think a High Court challenge is the right YOUN9er generations who have not experienced a war.
\ Remembering gives us all a chance to come to grips with

What has happened. | remember clearly once, while delivering

opposition will have a different view and support our eals on Wheels, commenting on a photo of an elderly

challenge in the High Court. By rubber stamping their federal, \tieman | was visiting, taken when he was a handsome

colleagues’ new laws, the state Liberal Party is takingqng man in uniform. He promptly dissolved in tears. He
Australian workers down the slippery, low wage, low skills, 55id that he had coped while he was busy working but, now
low morale path. The Australian Labor Party at all levels will he was old and alone, it was all coming back.

continue to fight for the rights of ordinary working Aus-  For those who have not experienced war, Anzac Day gives
tralians and their families. We believe in the right to a fair gothe opportunity to realise the full horror and to do what we
for every Australian. Our state has an outstanding trackan to prevent it in the future, and to give thanks and support
record in industrial relations. This court challenge is veryto our current young men and women who are involved with
much in South Australia’s best interests, and we look forwargheacekeeping forces and who are helping in disaster recovery.
to the opposition’s support. Itis good to see the change of emphasis from the glorification
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of war to one of struggling to keep peace and to helpingcarecrows, and there is quite a bit of detail in this booklet
others in their times of greatest need, creating goodwill andbout how the school was involved in the Go Organic
understanding while still recognising the need for strongcompetition. Some of the products of the garden were
well-equipped services to protect us if required. Anzac Daypinach, parsley, snow peas, lettuce, spring onions, okra,
gives us all a chance to stop our mad rush and to think abogfarlic, chilli, cucumber, tomatoes, African spinach—and so
the sacrifices that have been made and are being made by e list goes on. This was not only very much supported by
involved in war, including the current one: not just those whoour local community in the western suburbs, but it was an
died but those who survived and could not speak, those whapportunity to learn some new skills. It made sure that the
wait at home and wonder if they will ever see their loved onegommunity spirit, which is very strong in the western
again. It also gives us time to enjoy the camaraderie that isuburbs, could be followed up.

a special bond between people who have shared these

particular stresses together, such as in war.

ACTIVES

TheHon. SW. KEY (Ashford): | was very pleased to MEMBER’SLEAVE
receive this booklet from the Thebarton Senior College,
which is located in the seat of West Torrens. | know thatthe TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): |
member for West Torrens is very attentive to the Thebartomove:
Senior College, as am |, but | was particularly pleased to  That the member for Fisher be granted leave of absence from 2
receive information about one of their projects—which Ito 11 May to attend to Commonwealth Parliamentary Association
think is a fantastic project—that runs through the Office forbusiness.
Youth active8. In this particular case we have not only mar- Motion carried.
ried the Thebarton Senior College’s fantastic work, but also
the active8 program, along with the area of community gar- SUPPLY BILL
dens. The booklet that | have been provided with was written
by one of the new arrival classes at Thebarton Senior college. TheHon. K.O. FOLEY (Treasurer) obtained leave and

As members would be aware, this is a major provider ofntroduced a bill for an act for the appropriation of money
English language education to adult migrants in Soutfirom the Consolidated Account for the financial year ending
Australia. Most of the students who go to Thebarton Collegen 30 June 2007. Read a first time.
are supported by humanitarian programs for refugees. These TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: | move:
students were happy not only to be involved in this project That this bill be now read a second time.
but also to make sure that their families had an opportunity 5o e ave to have the second reading explanation inserted
to look at growing vegetables, in particular. The emphasis O Hansard without my reading it
this particular project was growing vegetables and trying to Leave granted ’
source plants that were available in their homelands. The ~~ 9 ’ .
booklet which came out of this is being used not only as a This year the government will introduce the 2006-07 budget on

. . 1 September 2006.
English reader but also to encourage people to think ver A Supply Bill will be necessary for the first few months of the

seriously about community gardens. | am very pleased tha{o5.06 financial year until the budget has passed through the

in the neighbouring electorate of Unley there is the Fermarliamentary stages and received assent.

Avenue Community Garden. Just recently, in fact last year Inthe absence of special arrangements in the form of the Supply

in spring, we had our first community garden open up in th@gﬁj’e‘é‘ﬁ {ﬁeﬁ%‘#dmiié‘é’m%%ﬂ"ﬁﬂﬁgtﬁé’v’v%ﬂtgﬁé% f%%fgﬁﬁqﬂguégte

Ashford electorate, run thrqugh the community in Goodwood, \vhich assent is given to the main Appropriatior%/BiII.

but also the Goodwood Primary School. The amount being sought under this bill is $3100 million.
Getting back to this particular project, we had a number Clause 1 is formal.

of participants. Deng Atiop Achuot, Elizabeth Akol, Aminata  Clause 2 provides relevant definitions.

Conneh, Mamiky Donzo, Mohamed Arfaye Hassan, Shabana Clause 3 provides for the appropriation of up to $3100 million.

Haidari, Esther Chandia Poni, Mary Thon, Chi Yin, Ngiewei )

Deng Yiyieth and Sarah Yousuf were involved in producing . 1 € Hon. G.M. GUNN secured the adjournment of the

this very good booklet. One of the things in the booklet—debate.

which | must say has been very well put together with the
assistance of the Thebarton Senior College staff and particuCRI MINAL LAW CONSOLIDATION (THROWING
larly the principal, Kim Hebenstreit—are photos of oppor- OBJECTSAT MOVING VEHICLES) AMENDMENT

tunities through active8 whereby these students had to learn BILL

p“tl’"fc Spgak'”gt’ .arl‘d ?"Sfo lfl'rSt.a'd' ives oroiects . TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON  (Attorney-General)
ound, certainly in loflowing up on actives Projects nqineq leave and introduced a bill for an act to amend the

throughout the state, that the partnership between the . . o ot p
Department of Education and Children’s Services, the Officheé”.Tt']gall| tﬁWMcgn/i.?_IE Ial\tllggﬁlctl r111903v5é' Read afirst time.

for Youth, local community organisations—whether it be St o i
John’s Ambulance or the CMF—students get an opportunity ' hat this bill be now read a second time.

to do elective subjects in a fun way, whether it be througtBefore the last election, the Labor Party gave an election
sport, whether it be first aid, or whether it be, in this case, @ledge in these terms: new legislation will be created to target
community garden. This gives people not only an opportunityock throwers. It will be an offence to throw a missile at a
to learn English but also an opportunity to do somethingnoving vehicle. The offence will attract a maximum penalty
productive. The garden also got involved in designingof five years’ imprisonment.
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There can be no doubt that throwing hard missiles at
moving vehicles, particularly rapidly moving vehicles, is a
most dangerous activity and should be met with a criminal
offence. In recent times, there have been two manifestations
of it. Notoriously, some undetected offender, or offenders,
threw large rocks at vehicles travelling at speed on the
Southern Expressway.

Detected offenders, often children, have been caught from
time to time throwing hard objects at buses on the O-Bahn
from bridges under which the buses must travel at speed. In
both cases, serious injury or extreme danger has resulted.
This kind of behaviour must be met with the full rigour of the
law. The purpose of the bill is to propose a criminal offence
that will help ensure that is so and to fulfil the Labor election
policy. | seek leave to insert the remainder of my second
reading explanation intblansard without my reading it.

Leave granted.

The criminalisation of acts of endangerment is not new. The
general and most serious offences are to be found in s 29 of the
Criminal Law Consolidation Act. These offences may also apply
when the life of the victim has been endangered or an offence results
in death. The applicable maximum penalties for this sequence of
general endangerment offences (graded according to the harm that
ensues) are, respectively, 15 years’ imprisonment, 10 years’ impris-
onment and 5 years’ imprisonment.

In addition, s 51 of th&ummary Offences Act provides specifi-
cally:

(1) A person who discharges a firearm or throws a
stone or other missile, without reasonable cause and so as
to injure, annoy or frighten, or be likely to injure, annoy
or frighten, any person, or so as to damage, or be likely
to damage, any property, is guilty of an offence.
Maximum penalty: $10 000 or imprisonment for 2 years.

(2) In this section—
firearm means a gun or device, including an airgun, from
or by which any kind of shot, bullet or missile can be
discharged;

1—Short title

2—Commencement

3—Amendment provisions

These clauses are formal.

Part 2—Amendment of Criminal Law Consolidation

Act 1935

4—Amendment of section 21—Harm

Division 7A (Causing physical or mental harm) was

inserted into theCriminal Law Consolidation Act 1935

(theprincipal Act) by section 10 of th&atutes Amend-

ment and Repeal (Aggravated Offences) Act 2005. It

provides for the interpretation of words and phrases used

in that Division. The proposed amendment to the defini-
tion of lesser offence will mean that, if a person is
charged with an offence against Division 7A, a verdict of
guilt of an offence against section 32A may be available
in the circumstances provided for in section 25 (Alterna-
tive verdicts) depending on the evidence in the matter.
5—Insertion of Part 3 Division 7B

Itis proposed to insert Division 7B after section 32 of the

principal Act.

Division 7B—T hrowing objectsat moving vehicles
32A—Throwing objects at moving vehicles
New subsection (1) provides that a person will be guilty of
an offence punishable by imprisonment for 5 years if a person
throws a prescribed object, or drops a prescribed object, on
a moving vehicle.

A prescribed object is defined to mean an object of a class
prescribed by the regulations for the purposes of this
proposed section.

32B—Alternative verdicts
If at the trial of a person for murder or manslaughter the jury
is not satisfied that the accused is guilty of the offence
charged but is satisfied that the accused is guilty of the
offence constituted by proposed section 32A, the jury may
bring in a verdict that the accused is guilty of that offence.

Mr HAMILTON-SMITH secured the adjournment of the

throw includes to discharge or project by means of anydebate.

mechanism or device.

It seems clear, then, that what is contemplated by the new policy
is a specific endangerment offence at the bottom end of the
endangerment range, but without proof of danger (it being obvious
that throwing rocks at a moving vehicle is dangerous). Simamary

ADDRESSIN REPLY

The SPEAKER: Before | call the member for Bright, |

Offences Act offence is too general for the purpose and aggravatinqemind the house that this is the honourable member's

it to five years is not a good legislative technique, for it would

straddle the summary offences in thenmary Offences Act and the

indictable offences in th€riminal Law Consolidation Act.
Therefore, it is proposed that t@eiminal Law Consolidation Act

be amended to include a new offence of throwing a rock, stone, piece

of concrete, brick or other hard missile of that kind (but not, say,

maiden speech and, as such, | ask the house to extend to her
the usual courtesies. The member for Bright.

MsFOX (Bright): | move:

eggs, tomatoes and other fruit) at a moving vehicle. Where the That the following Address in Reply to Her Excellency’s opening
missile involved is not one of the list, it must be of such a kind thatspeech be adopted.

the throwing of it at any moving motor vehicle poses such a
significant danger to the occupant(s) of the vehicle or the public that

May it please Your Excellency—
1. We, the members of the House of Assembly, express our

punishment for this offence is warranted. The verb “throwing”thanks for the speech with which Your Excellency was pleased to
connotes an intentional act. It would also mean that, for example, thepen parliament.

spray of gravel or pebbles that sometimes arises from dirt roads or 2. \we assure Your Excellency that we will give our best attention

dirt shoulders of sealed roads in the course of driving would not b%)
covered—that can hardly be said to be thrown. The offence shoul
be punishable by a maximum of five years imprisonment.

It has been decided not to put the list of things in the Bill. Such

the matters placed before us.
3. We earnestly join in Your Excellency’s prayer for the divine
blessing of the proceedings of this session.

a list would be unwieldy and hard to amend to suit any passindt gives me great pleasure to move the motion for the Address

fashion of stupidity. Instead, the list will be prescribed by regulation.jh Reply. | congratulate Her Excellency on her speech to
Such a method makes for ease of making and ease of amendment ;o 'y'\vill refer in greater detail later. | first acknowledge

There is a further problem to be addressed. The creation of thig
offence should not be allowed to load up the charge sheet with oriéat we are on Kaurna land. | congratulate you, Mr Speaker,

more offence. It should be properly targeted. Therefore, it will be arpn your appointment to your high office. | know that you will

alternative offence to the general reckless endangerment offences P : :
well as more serious offences of causing harm which may occur & fend the privileges and standing orders of this house. As

a result of the throwing incident. In that way, it will fill the gap as the youngest Speaker to hold office thus far in this house, you
amiddle range offence as intended while minimising the load on thiecome an admirable role model for many young people who

courts and the charging system. have an interest in the political system. | wish you well for
| commend the Bill to Members.
the years to come. | congratulate all newly elected members

EXPLANATION OF CLAUSES ; : ! .
Part 1—Preliminary on their election to this parliament.
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Itis an extraordinary privilege to speak in this place todayno doubt that South Australia has enjoyed a renaissance in the
First and foremost, to the electors of Bright | extend myeducation sector over the past four years. This growth is set
heartfelt thanks. Their confidence in the Labor governmento continue with the establishment of new children’s centres
and in the leadership of Premier Mike Rann was reflected bgnd trade schools. This government's commitment to
a significant swing to the Australian Labor Party in Bright in education is widely acknowledged by those in the teaching
the recent election. As the first Labor member for some yeangrofession and | place that on record. The many teachers |
in this electorate, | am very aware that voters have higlknow across all sectors of education recognise that the Rann
expectations. | will try to do my best to serve them with Labor government puts its money where its mouth is. There
honour and integrity. | also recognise that in this electorat@are now more teachers in our schools and smaller class sizes.
there are 22 437 voters, and that keeping people happy férs someone who has taught a class of 16 students and a class
just some of the time will be a very difficult task. However, of 31 students, | cannot emphasise enough how this can
as | said before, I will try to do my best. change the way you teach, as well as the way in which

To the Australian Labor Party, which endorsed me at thistudents learn.

election, | am grateful. My family’s association with this g fostering increased confidence in our education sector
political party stretches back over 90 years, and | am & ot just up to the government. It is never going to be just
passionate believer in the values of equality that this party,, ¢ smaller class sizes and more teachers. | would like to
espouses. Aiming to improve the lives and protect the right§ee the professional status of teachers restored to its previous
and conditions of working people is a noble cause. This part)ﬁeights. In some countries when you say you are a teacher

seeks to provide greater opportunities and a fair go for a'gwere is an immediate respect extended to you, because those
South Australians, no matter who they are. | am proud andycieties recognise that you hold the future in the palm of

grateful to the party for its support, from the members of thg o, hand. This is not something that any government can
sub-branch to the Premier. To many of my new colleagu

) €3chieve by itself, no matter how good its intentions are. The
particularly the member for Croydon and the member fOract i that there has been a shift in society’s perception of
West Torrens, thank you. Your unwavering belief in mYeachers—a change in the dominant paradigm that spells

ability to win the seat of Bright sustained me through a veryyanger for education in this country. | cannot pinpoint when
long campaign. Without the encouragement of the Shog happened. Was it in the 1980s when | was a student? Was
Distributive and Allied Employees Association, the Aus-it iy the 1990s when poor management of state education

tralian Labor Party would not have won as convincingly assystems Australia wide resulted in run-down schools and

itdid in Bright. _ _ unheard of stress levels? | am sure academics have written
Thanks particularly to Don and Nimfa Farrell and their e theses on this cultural phenomenon.

family. | am proud to have been supported in my campaign ) e .

by a union which is now fighting harder than ever before to . Why did I say that this shift in perception spells danger for
defend the rapidly eroding rights of many working Aus- education in this country? It is because we need people to
tralians. Many people worked on the Bright campaignwa”tto become teachers. We need our country and our state
particularly from the Flinders University Labor Club. to be ex.tremely clever. Th's happens when it is built on the
However, none of these people shone brighter than Brafpundations of outstanding schools, and t_hat happens when
Kitschke. His understanding and his knowledge of theVe have teachers who are proud and excited to be teachers.
political landscape is astonishing, and | am lucky to have/é cannot legislate for that to occur. We cannot go into
worked with him. Quick-witted, hardworking and passionatet€acher training programs and say, “You will be proud of who
people such as Sally Brown, Nick Champion, MegarnyOU are.’ Pride in your work comes from community
McFarlane, Ann Colbért, Michael Brown and Rosie Falcol€c0gnition; and sometimes the community does not realise
sustained me with their insight, perspective and good humouf’hat teachers do. 1 call on every person listening right now

| also thank the federal members for Adelaide and HingWho has a child in school to think about what their child’s

marsh, Kate Ellis and Steve Georganas, as well as senatdf&cher does. Being a teacher in today’s society is not easy.
Dana Wortley, Linda Kirk and Annette Hurley for their ONCe upon atime teachers were teachers. They went to work
encouragement and support. to share their knowledge and develop young lives to their full

To the newly elected member for Mawson, | offer potential. Now it is different._ Many teachers are de facto
particular thanks. My employer during the campaign wadharents, nurses, psyc.hologlsts and (;ounsellors. Being a
Loreto College, Marryatville. | am deeply grateful to the teacher is harder_than it ever was and it seems to command
staff, students and parents for the ongoing care they showd@fS respect than it ever did. As a government we can only do
me. | loved teaching there. Finally, | must thank my parents° much. | call on all communities in thl_s state to consider the
(who | think are in the house today) who taught me to be whd/ital role that teachers play in our society.
| am—to be passionate, to care and to get worked up about On a personal note, | should add that retraining as a
the things in which | believe. They taught me that standingeacher at the age of 30 was at the heart of my politicisation.
up for what you believe in might not be comfortable but it is Education is a common thread running through my family’s
right. They taught me to question the world around me, t@ersonal history. Indeed, if it were not for the United
assert myself and to protect those who might be too weak dfingdom’s education act of 1944—the Rabb/Butler act, as
too fearful to protect themselves. They have taught me td was then known—I very much doubt that | would be here
laugh and to enjoy my life as well. They are both teachers antbday. This act, amongst other things, made secondary
| have been their keenest student. education free for all students. For my paternal grandparents

| will address three aspects of Her Excellency’s speecht opened up previously undreamed of opportunities for their
The first is her reference to a range of new social measureildren. My grandmother was a housemaid and my grand-
to be introduced during this government. The second is thather was a carpenter in the north-east of England. Their
strong international representation this state enjoys in the artshildren broke through the barriers of class and poverty,
The third is the fundamental justice of our society. There isising education as a gentle battering ram.
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I now turn to the second aspect of my remarks. Hedecent working hours. Well, thanks but no thanks! Those of
Excellency’s speech mentions the government'’s continuings who have the privilege to represent people in the state of
commitment to the arts in this state. | believe the arts play aouth Australia will continue to fight, side by side with our
important role in society. The arts are not just there tdederal colleagues, against the repercussions of these
entertain us, although, in an increasingly regulated andevolting industrial relations laws. The Rann government will
serious society, sheer entertainment value cannot be undeush on this Thursday with a High Court challenge because
estimated. The arts as a whole help us to share and exploifeve do not stand up and be counted, if we do not say no
values. The arts help us to create, to express, to understandw, the fair and equitable working Australia, of which
and to communicate. Film, song, theatre, opera, musicalgyeryone in this house has been a part, will disappear down
good poetry, writing and the visual arts allow us to hold upthe gurgler and we will be left with a medieval, exploitative
a crucial mirror to our society in order to try to understandsystem that will break the working people of this nation.
who we are. In many theatres of war performing artists have With this last thought then in mind, and as a former
given heart and continued faith to our service personnel. O&nglish teacher, | would like to leave you with a quote from
ANZAC Day last week | was deeply moved by the Brightonthe play Julius Caesar—a peculiarly political play. This

Secondary School’s rendition bfam, we are Australian. | quote tells us that people have a responsibility to take the
was not the only one who had a tear in my eye—a beautifubpportunities they can to live nobly and honourably, that
song can move the hardest heart. seizing the moment when the time is right is important. |

The arts are an essential part of our societal fabric. Theelieve this is the right time for me to stand up and be
arts help many people, perhaps unknowingly, to gain a sens®unted; this is the right time for me to say publicly, ‘I love
of personal identity or their own place in society. When youthis state, | love this country and | don’t want to see it pulled
read a book you become part of an author’s vision. When yoapart by a government in Canberra that has totally lost contact
watch a film you are drawn into the rich fabric of a story-with the people it claims to represent.’ Here is this quote:
teller’s celluloid tale. This state has produced a number of There is a tide in the affairs of men which, taken at the flood,
world acclaimed writers, film makers, singers, actors, poetgads on to fortune. Omitted, all the voyage of their life is bound in
and painters. This did not just happen. These people did nehallows and in miseries. On such a full sea are we now afloat. And
just come from nowhere. They were given grants, guidanc¥® must take the current when it serves, or lose our ventures.
and encouragement—notably from Labor governments, lithank the house for the courtesy with which it has heard me.
might add.

Great artistic endeavour cannot happen in a fallow field: [Sitting suspended from 6 to 7.30 p.m]
it has to be funded and it has to be nurtured. We do not expect o
creative people to starve in garrets while at the same time call The Hon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): Itis nice to be here for
ourselves the festival state. It is wonderful that the Ministetthe 12th successive time. | congratulate you, Madam Deputy
for the Arts has decided to make the Adelaide Fringe arPPeaker, on your election to this important role. Also, |
annual event, and his decision reflects the confidence thg@ngratulate Mr Speaker on being elected to the most
South Australian artists can have in this government. Indeednportant position the house can bestow on one of its
the arts are so important to this government that it is thénembers. | am sure that he will have an interesting, challen-
Premier himself who takes responsibility for the portfolio. It 9ing and eventful time. | sincerely hope that he upholds the
is also admirable to see how many successful multi-culturdfaditions of the house and protects the rights and privileges
arts groups proliferate in this state, celebrating all-encomof members. Also, | congratulate Her Excellency the
passing human themes and providing links for this family ofGovernor on the manner in which she is carrying out her
nations we call Australia. duties and on the speech which she delivered to this house.

Finally, | turn to that aspect of Her Excellency’s speech | sincerely look forward to her successors carrying on in
where she mentions that in its 170th year South Australia ig Similar manner notwithstanding the ill-conceived remarks
arichly diverse and fundamentally just society. | believe thaPf the member for Napier, who remained particularly silent
this state is one of the fairest places in the world to liveduring the election campaign. Itis a great pity that he never
South Australians have high employment, a fair and just legdad the courage to make those comments before the election.
system and a society which allows us to look after thd think that he would have had his wings considerably
marginalised. But, there is one arm of government whictelipped, because the people of South Australia do not share
currently, actively, seeks to undermine this state’s goodhis rather ill-conceived, short-sighted and quite dangerous
fortune and that of its working people, and that is the federayiews. We live in a democracy, and people respect their
government. One of my great fears is that under the ridicuinstitutions because they do not want to give governments
lously named Work Choices Act families in this state will ultimate power over their lives.
suffer. At the last count the federal government had spent | will give an example of a few years ago when we had the
$55 million of taxpayers money trying to sell these frankly referendum as to whether or not this country should become
evil laws to a rightly suspicious Australia. When Johna republic. | was handing out how-to-vote cards at the
Howard decided to get rid of work rights, like weekend shiftDavenport booth at Port Augusta—not an area that tradition-
and public holiday rates, overtime, redundancy pay anally votes Liberal. People came in wearing tank tops and
allowances, he took direct aim at all families in this statethongs, and they walked straight past the republicans and took
This legislation will tear at the heart of families from Hallett the cards that | was handing out. When we counted the vote
Cove to Hove, from Adelaide to Alice Springs. that night, 75 per cent voted to keep the monarchy, because

Whose family was John Howard putting first when hethey did not trust giving politicians total power. They did not
conjured up this destructive force? While we in this statdike the yuppies who went up there.
continue to create wealth and pay off healthy social dividend An honourable member interjecting:
from it, what | see in Canberrais a group of arrogant Liberal TheHon. G.M. GUNN: No, they did not like it. They
politicians who seek to destroy fair minimum wages andvanted to maintain the status quo. | look forward to the
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member for Napier telling South Australians that they do not MsBreuer: It's going to be pretty rough for the next four
need a Governor because, from my experience, communitigears for you.

like a visit from the Governor. They thinkitis great. ldonot  TheHon. G.M. GUNN: As | said to the member for
know whether the member for Napier gets confused when h&iles, she sits in the corner; enjoy it and fix the corellas. It is
drives from the Adelaide Hills to his electorate, but | no good trying to poison them. The people of Hawker and
guarantee members that the Attorney-General does not sha@eiorn are waiting with bated breath for you to start wringing
his views in relation to the Governor. It will be interesting to the necks of the corellas, because your previous minister said
hear the contribution of the Attorney-General. Enough of thave had to gas them or you could wring their necks. You have
member for Napier, because, obviously, he is particularlyo catch them—

frustrated at being overlooked by others. MsBreuer: Shoot them, or poison them!

We have all been through a most interesting election TheHon. G.M.GUNN: | will leave the honourable
campaign. Some of the 12 previous elections in which | havenember in bliss, because while she has a lot to say from the
been involved have been vigorous and some not quite sbackbench I do not think she is going to progress any further.
However, this is the first time that | have contested a sedtlowever, during the election campaign we had three visits
where one side was publicly funded and the other wa&om the Premier. We had the AMWU with their motor cars
fighting a normal election campaign. | believe in publicdriving all around the electorate and manning the polling
funding for political parties but, after the last election whenbooths, we had Che Cockatoo-Collins up there walking down
he spent all his money in Stuart (and they were bragging thahe main street, and we had the maverick MP from Broken
they spent $230 000), obviously Don Farrell decided that thatlill, Peter Black (and we know all about him). He distin-
was a bad investment. guished himself in the New South Wales parliament when he

Ms Breuer interjecting: said that he was disappointed in himself—

TheHon. G.M. GUNN: Like the member for Giles who TheHon. K.O. Foley: Hubris can be a damaging policy.
is a bad investment. Nevertheless, we will deal with her orkEnjoy it, but a lot of your colleagues didn’t get back in.

a later occasion. TheHon. G.M. GUNN: | was watching the TV on

Ms Breuer interjecting: election night, Deputy Premier—

TheHon. G.M. GUNN: No, she is a bad investment,and TheHon. K.O. Foley: As | counted off all your col-
that is why she is sitting in the corner. | suggest that she trjeagues who lost their seats.
to control her corellas, and she may be successful. She may TheHon. G.M. GUNN: That is right; and you ticked me
have better luck there than she has had in making progressaff, too.
the Labor Party. It takes a lot to get me on my feet—l am TheHon. K.O. Foley: | called you a little too early. But
rather shy—and it really upsets me when someone like thetell you what, it is better being the Deputy Premier than
member for Giles tries to sidetrack me, because | have a fe@eputy Leader of the Opposition.
things | would like to say. This is an important occasion—  TheHon. G.M. GUNN: What the Deputy Premier did not

MsBreuer: What about speed limits? realise was that you never got any swing in Port Augusta.

TheHon. G.M. GUNN: The honourable memberdidnot = TheHon. K.O. Foley: You are right, and | have already
have the courage to put her hand up and talk about speeghologised to you and eaten humble pie.
limits. | can tell the honourable member that | will advocate  The Hon. G.M. GUNN: | actually did not object to what
for an increase in the speed limits on every occasion | carthe Deputy Premier had to say because his colleague, minister
because the majority of people in the north—even the policélill, ticked me off. The previous election he had given me
officers—want an increase in speed limits. one. But there is one minister | want to thank who was most

This election campaign started soon after the previoukelpful, and that is minister Wright. Early in the campaign,
election. Obviously Mr Farrell and his cohorts have spent althe Premier and the candidate went to Terowie. As anyone
the money and were not prepared to spend it a second timkenows, when you go to Terowie, the first thing they are going
so they had to think of another way. They created an officéo ask you about is fixing the water. Governments have been
and put the Labor candidate in there so that | would have—promising to do something about it but they get the same

Members interjecting: answer. So after they went there, | wrote a letter to minister

TheHon. G.M. GUNN: | do not want to see that happen Wright and pointed out the situation, and he wrote back and
to another person in South Australia. | do not want to see thataid that he could not justify subsidising, or further spending
sort of political tactic ever pulled on another candidate intaxpayers’ money on, an unviable water scheme at Terowie.
South Australia, because not only was it unfair but in myl thanked him for that, and | sent a copy of the letter to
view it was also completely over the top. | have never mindeeveryone at Terowie because | thought we should let
a contest with the Labor Party—it is good fun—and | haveeveryone know what the correct thinking was of the govern-
never minded a challenge. The only thing | am sorry aboutent. It was interesting, because the main proponent of water
is that we did not have a few public meetings like we did inat Terowie had her photo with the candidate and the Premier
the early days, because | had a lot of fun at those things.dn one of the pamphlets, so | personally wrote a letter to her
recall the new Minister for State/Local Government Relationso that she would be brought right up to date.
organising a public meeting up at Peterborough; she never did TheHon. K.O. Foley: That is like saying that Stuie Dew
it a second time. | do not think she has ever forgiven me. played a great game last weekend. Stuie was best on ground

Nevertheless, this election campaign was interestingut we still lost.
because | had three visits from the Premier. On one occasion TheHon. G.M. GUNN: Can | say to the Deputy Premi-
he came up and gave the city of Port Augusta $1.5 million—er—
and they still went after him! TheHon. K.O. Foley: Look at them! What a motley crew

MsBreuer: Well they won't get any more. over there!

TheHon. G.M. GUNN: And I will tell you why. We had TheHon. G.M. GUNN: Can | say to the Deputy Premier
the cabinet meeting up there— that he can call us a motley crew, that is fine. | have been in
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this place long enough to know that if he goes out in thethat pleased me was when they claimed credit for all these

lounge and looks at the rogues’ gallery he will see lots okmall sporting clubs. When | was asked about it on the

people come in here and lots of people go out. ABC—and | was hesitant to go on; | worked myself up and
TheHon. K.O. Foley: Yes, but you and | are still here. got enough courage to go on—I explained that there was such
TheHon. G.M. GUNN: That is right and, if | wantto, | athing as an active club program, where every state elector-

can come back again. With all the encouragement | amte got the same amount of money.

having tonight, | might even change my mind. | willnotgo ~ An honourable member: No!

away because, in the time | have been in this place, | have TheHon. G.M. GUNN: Yes, | got a bit more in the past,

been very fortunate— because certain members did not put in enough applications;
TheHon. K.O. Foley: They have to get their moment of they let their electorates down. | admit that | got $60 000 one

joy, though. When you get thumped at an election thergear, and | am happy to make sure of that again if Labor

always has to be something to salvage out of it. They womembers do not want to putin an application. My electorate

Stuart and they won Flinders. is very happy to receive these grants. But what it did do was
TheHon. G.M. GUNN: I do not actually think you can upset a lot of small sporting clubs that had done all the work,
compare the two. and the Labor Party was claiming credit for it. | was most
TheHon. K.O. Foley: What, Flinders and Stuart? grateful for that pamphlet, because it actually helped me. It
TheHon. G.M. GUNN: The honourable member was annoyed all these little clubs around South Australia that do
never in danger. such good work.
TheHon. K.O. Foley: Gunny’s not arrogant! Give mea  The final thing about the election is that | was very
break! fortunate to have been supported by my wife and family.

TheHon. G.M. GUNN: | am only a simple farmer. Can When we made the decision 2% years ago that | would
| say to the Deputy Premier, when one talks about arrogancegcontest Stuart, | knew it was going to be a full-on cam-
I think we should put it in context. The Address in Reply paign. So, | set about leaving nothing to chance. We were
gives members a great opportunity to talk about many issuedriving in excess of 2 500 kilometres a week, from one end
and | congratulate all the new members on both sidesf the electorate to the other, making sure that all the issues
because it is an honour and a privilege to come to this placeere brought to the attention of the government and the
and it is an even greater achievement to get higher office. public. | was very fortunate that | had a team of volunteers
say to some of them that they should enjoy it because thewho came out to man the polling booths to help and work
will not be here long because, as the political tide goes onwith me and to promote me. That is how we got over the line.
way, you know it is going to go out. | remember coming herel fought my own campaign; | did not need other people to
in 1985 after we got thumped— come up.

TheHon. K.O. Foley: 1985! Mr Koutsantonis: You didn’t want their help, did you,

TheHon. G.M. GUNN: 1985. | remember in 1970 the Gunny? You thought they would do it in the city.
first time | walked up the steps. | feel a little differenttonight TheHon. G.M. GUNN: After 35 years, if | am not
than I felt in 1970 the first time | came here. Butin 1989 wecapable of running a campaign, | should not be there. Let me
got 53 per cent of the two party preferred vote, and that isay to the honourable member that his mate Mr Farrell sent
why, unfortunately, we have the silly electoral system wethe organiser up to run the campaign. He was up there full
have today whereby we have a redistribution after everyime running around, as were his mates in the AMWU.
election. It is an absolute nonsense. Mr Koutsantonis: $6.2 million, Gunny; that's what we

TheHon. K.O. Foley: Let's change it tonight. spent, just on Stuart.

TheHon. G.M. GUNN: You cannot. You have to have TheHon. G.M. GUNN: Well, however much you spent,
areferendum, that is the unfortunate thing, and the boundayou weren't successful. All | can say is—
ies should be changed only after every second election, in my TheHon. K.O. Foley: Who devised the election cam-
view, because the sad state of affairs is that members in mapaign for you lot over there, by the way? Was Lucas the guru
cases do not represent the area they are elected to represiemtyour campaign? And you still made him shadow treasur-

for very long. They are looking for the next election. er!
MsBreuer: And it is sad for the electors in that area. TheHon. G.M. GUNN: Can | say to the Deputy Premier,
TheHon. G.M. GUNN: Itis. | organised my own campaign, and | decided which issues we
MsBreuer: They do not get any attention. were going to take on. We had the Deputy Premier yakking

TheHon. G.M. GUNN: Itis sad, particularly when you over the radio. When | went out to talk about speed limits,
lose good territory and get bad territory. That is a sad set aivhich is a good subject to talk about for the north of South
circumstances. Can | say to the honourable member for Gilesustralia—

that | was really sorry to lose Hawker and Quorn. TheHon. K.O. Foley: Yes; just oppose your party’s
Members interjecting: position.
TheHon. G.M. GUNN: With both hands—and | TheHon. G.M. GUNN: No; my own individual cam-

inherited Kapunda from the honourable member. | think thapaign. Of course, during the campaign, various people came
I won by three. But can | say to the honourable member thadnd made various claims. One of the most challenging and
some of the Labor ministers, including the Minister for interesting claims was, first, the AAA rating, for which they
Health, paid a visit. They wanted only to have their photoclaimed responsibility. They blamed us for privatising certain
taken. They did not have time. They shot in and had theigovernment assets in South Australia.

photo taken at the hospital. They tried to claim credit for all  An honourable member interjecting:

the money that the local community had raised towards aged TheHon. G.M. GUNN: | am quite happy to own up to
care. That particular claim did not hurt me. On a daily basideing one of those whose views were sought regarding
we had pamphlets going around—some twice a day—andhether we should sell the—

they were claiming credit for everything. One of the things  An honourable member: ETSA?
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TheHon. G.M. GUNN: Yes. | am quite happy to own up, TheHon. G.M. GUNN: Itis all right to be smug and full
because it was in the best interests of the people of Southf his own importance. | congratulate him on his win, but can
Australia. We would not have a AAA rating if we did notdo | say to him: just remember, there is always tomorrow.
so—notwithstanding that | had in my electorate the coal miné\nnette Marner gave him a bit of a send-up on Friday, and
and the two power stations. When | spoke to the people whagain yesterday, | think. It was rather interesting that—
were in charge of ETSA (as it then was) about the generating TheHon. K.O. Foley: | think | gave back as good as |
capacity, their advice to me was, ‘If you want to do what isgot.
right for the people of South Australia, sell it while you can.  TheHon. G.M. GUNN: Yes, | will give the deputy leader
Members may have noticed last week that the Queenslaratedit. However, | think his blood pressure went up one or
government under Premier Beattie is privatising some of itdwo points, because she was fairly determined with her
electricity undertakings, because it needs the money to funguestioning.
other important elements. This opportunity gives us the ability to talk about a

There was then mention of the expansion of Roxbynumber of issues in our electorate and in the Governor's
Downs. | was a member of this parliament when thatspeech. Can | say how disturbed | was when the Governor
legislation was passed and | saw all the demonstrators #¢ad out that this government really would like to get rid of
Roxby Downs: | saw them go through Port Augusta by thehe upper house. Why would any political party want to go
bus load. We had ‘the mirage in the desert’ and that it was adown that track? All governments have been annoyed with
economic stunt, and all those sorts of things. We were tolthe activities of upper houses from time to time but, at the end
that the claims Premier Tonkin made about this project beingf the day, | have never met anyone who is always right. If
bigger than Mt Isa was a mirage in the desert. Today we haviéile government has a good policy and program, it will get it
one of the great mining developments in the world, which haghrough the upper house. Sometimes the government has to
done nothing but good for the people of South Australia, agiccept some changes but, at the end of the day, in a democra-
is the case with Beverley, and | look forward to the complecy governments should be made to justify very strongly the
tion of the Honeymoon development. course of action they want to put in place because, once you

The Hon. PF. Conlon interjecting: change the law, you can affect people in many ways and it is

TheHon. G.M. GUNN: Patrick, if you keep helpingme @ lot harder to undo it. Therefore, when you pass laws that
I will talk for the next 40 minutes, if you want me to, becauseaffect people’s daily lives, there ought to be some checks and
I know how much you like staying here. All those people whobalances. If there is no upper house, you have executive
are now employed at Roxby and Beverley, and those whgovernment, no matter what anyone says.
will be employed at Honeymoon, have the Liberal Party in TheHon. K.O. Foley: You have never liked executive
this state and this nation to thank for their jobs. | am verygovernment, Gunny, on either side, have you?
proud to be one of those who voted for that project, because TheHon. G.M. GUNN: | do not think they do. | have
it was in the long-term best interests of the people of SoutReen in this place and seen ministers on both sides of politics
Australia. We had to put up with all that nonsense, and fokvho really believed that the processes they were putting in
people to now claim credit for that development (and thePlace were perfect. But, when they are really put to the test
ongoing developments) is a bit hard to take. | think it is a pityand challenged (and that is what the parliament is for—to
that the Premier was allowed to get away with all thesechallenge the executive), they should challenge them strongly

claims. and make them justify every course of action they are going
Mr Koutsantonis: Whose fault is that, Gunnie? Blame t0 take, because the long-term effects on people can be
some people. horrendous. _ o
TheHon. G.M. GUNN: You had a willing ally in the The real problem is that, once we pass laws, it is not
Editor of The Advertiser. It did not matter what was put up; memt_)ers of parliament who will supervise them. There is a
he was going to put a Labor gloss on it. massive bureaucracy out there which, in many cases, is

TheHon. M.D. Rann: Did you see that piece they wrote insensitive and has its own agenda and, in many cases, we are
about you in thémday Mail? legislating for and on its behalf. Therefore, it can impose all

The Hon. G.M. GUNN: | beg your pardon? sorts of policies and, unless you are fortunate enough to have
access to good legal representation, you are helpless and have
no alternative but to comply, even if the effects on you are
going to be horrendous. The best ideas can be misconstrued
and abused, so | am one of those who will vigorously
y(:ampaign for the retention of our upper house, and the same
system we have now, because | think it is a good system. If
. S ou look at the composition of the upper house, even though
campaign—honestly? Vickie, you would have been one 0 yoes not particularly please me, at least the government will

them. e ;
have to justify very clearly what it wants to put through that
TheHon. G.M. GUNN: | was the architect of my chambe]r. fy very y P g

TheHon. M.D. Rann: They did a wonderful piece about
you in theSunday Mail.

TheHon. G.M. GUNN: | had to work pretty hard to get
that. We had to drive 1 100 kilometres for that story. The
approached me; Peter Goers—

The Hon. K.O. Foley: Who were the architects of your

campaign. TheHon. P. Caica: What pleases you—the federal Senate
Members interjecting: ~ make-up? That pleases you, doesn't it?
TheHon. G.M. GUNN: Can | say to the Deputy Premi-  TheHon. G.M. GUNN: It is the first occasion it has
er— happened for many years, and the people of Australia voted
TheHon. K.O. Foley: The most inept campaign in living for it.
memory. TheHon. P. Caica: Is it scrutinising federal legislation?
TheHon. G.M. GUNN: Itis all very well for the Deputy TheHon. G.M. GUNN: Yes. The one thing about our
Premier to be smug today, but he should remember—  system is that the people of Australia will have an opportunity

Mr Koutsantonis interjecting: to judge the people who are making the decisions—as they
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should. If they do not like what is happening, they will rectify communities. Those communities then come to the local
it. There is nothing wrong with the process. For the benefimember, and so we engage in a battle—a paper war, ques-
of the minister, what the Senate is doing in Canberra itions in this place—and | just cannot understand the logic of
slowing down the process and allowing ongoing and furthethese exercises. You are denying hard-working people the
debate—as there should be. The system we have encouragdslity to have a few facilities. It is just like the difficulties
challenges to executive government. People look to Queenpeople are having to get medical attention.

|and, but what they do not tell you about the QUGenSland One of the most demanding roles Coming through my
system is that it was not an elected house but an appointeffice relates to the difficulty that people are having in
house and, therefore, it was not an effective house. accessing medical help. They cannot get to Adelaide or to
The Address in Reply after an election is one of thoseyhyalla because they are aged and they do not have either
occasions that has given me personally a great deal @he financial or the physical means. Therefore, there is a need
satisfaction to have had the confidence of the people of Stuqﬁ provide some sort of System so that those pe0p|e can

on this occasion. | knew that the challenge was great and thaktually access the health services that are available else-
it would be difficult to win. There were times when I was not where. It is very difficult to tell people, ‘I'm sorry: these are

sure whether we would make it over the line. I knew that sixhe rules and you don't fit the criteria.’ | have had a case

months ago the polls were saying that we were polling onlyyrought to my attention only this week where a lady was told
48 per cent. _ ) she overstayed her time in the hospital. She was in the last
~ Therefore, | focused on what | believe to be the real issuegeeks of her life and they shifted her out and, within a couple
in the electorate and, fortunately, I got over the line. | waniof days, she passed on. That is very distressing for the whole
to thank aII those people in the isolated parts of the_state Whﬁamiiy’ and | iust cannot understand Why, in a modern society
have again loyally supported me. Their support is greatlyyhere we are spending hundreds of millions of dollars, we
appreciated and | hope that | have repaid that supporgannot provide a few more beds in hospitals to deal with aged
because I have really tried to stick up for people living in thepeople.

isolated parts of the state. Their education needs for their | cannot understand. Itis one of the most important issues

children are something that | have been particularly intereste\;ihich we need to address. because. if we cannot look after

In, as Wﬁil ?sththe EeEd todlmprct)vehtheltiio?d ﬁ}i_stemband %e most vulnerable in our society, what is our role? Why are

Sn?ure a hey a\ée adequate health facllities, becaugfs paying taxes and charges if these people are incapable of
IStances are nhorrendous. being looked after in their own communities? They should

fiot be shifted hundreds of kilometres. They should be able

and | look forward to ensuring that the government honourg, e |goked after in their own hospital or their own aged care

those promises, such as the sealing of the road betwe?&;nity, These are important issues. There is a role for the

Wilpena and Blinman and the expansion of the renal unit %tate government to help hospital boards provide aged care

Port Augusta Hospital. That is of major significance andyccommodation, particularly nursing home type of accommo-
absolutely necessary. The people who work there are doingbtion and hospitals. There is an urgent need

a marvellous job, and it is crowded; but it is absolutely Wh id f the oth h
necessary. Resolving the land dispute at Port Augusta is €n one considers some ot the other areas where

something that | hope can be sorted out in the very ne overnment wastes money, [ think it is a matter of priorities.
future. There is a need to ensure that the road network [N the introduction of the GST, state governments have
upgraded, particularly to Moomba, which is one of the mosf!@d @ lot more disposable income. That is a good thing
significant economic roads in South Australia; and a need t ecause _state governments are there to provide services tq the
ensure that small schools are adequately funded. There is SgMMunity. They are there to ensure that there is equity
ongoing program to try to take the school buses away frorfic/SS the state. Since they have been given access to this
them. _u_nd they areina better position to deliver t_hose services, so
In the pamphlets he put out, the Premier claimed that thd IS concerning to me that small communities that want to
government was supporting places like Spalding, but one (iiroyldt_a t.hese services have to send their citizens elsewhere.
the things that he did not indicate was that we had a tremenNINK itis a priority that we need to address.
dous fight to stop them taking the school bus away from The other area of real concern is that the Premier indicated
Spalding. Whether it was at Spalding or at Hawker, it isin the Governor’s speech that he was going to deal with red
absolute nonsense for the government to allow these bureaigiPe and bureaucracy. | do wish him well, because there are
crats to go out and want to take services away from smafertain departments which absolutely excel. Sir Humphrey
communities. Why would you want to deny the people ofAppleby is alive and well. He is in full command arvés
Hawker, Spalding, Peterborough or elsewhere a school budfinister has never been more prominent than in certain
Why would you want to do that? Why would you want to €lements wlthln t_he Department for the Environment. Just
disrupt those communities? It is just like the crazy peopldook at the fiasco in freeholding perpetual leases. If you want
they send out to Marree and such places with tape measuré@ see where Sir Humphrey has dudded the minister, led them
measuring the class rooms, Saying ‘You've got too mucidOWn the track and left them swinging, itisin the freeholdlng
room for the number of students.” So what? What harm ar@r0Cess.
those buildings doing there? In my time in this place | have never witnessed the
At the end of the day, if you knock them down they will nonsense some of my constituents currently have to put up
never be replaced. They are doing no harm, and thoseith. If you go up to Cadell you will see old irrigation
communities can use them, and they need them. All thesehannels which are having huge values put on them. Most
people do is upset the principal, the staff and the schodane and sensible people realise that people at Cadell in the
council, and it is an absolutely harebrained activity. | cannoRiverland are battling hard to make a living. To want to
for the life of me understand why they allow them to racecharge them thousands of dollars for a piece of non-produc-
round, because they must know that they upset thos@ve land, which is in the middle of their block, is an absolute
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nonsense. To take huge tracts of their land, whether it is oare important. When you do not have time to deal with those
the riverfront or some other area, is just a nonsense. issues, you should not have time to be a member of parlia-

Not only is it unfair, it is unreasonable and the problem is,ment, because you will not stay long if you forget about those
in my view, that some people have their own agendadssues. Whether it is dealing with disruptive tenants in the
Whether they are jealous, or whether they have a chip on thedtreet, where people have no regard for other people’s privacy
shoulder, they are making life exceptionally difficult for the or property, it is terribly important for the rest of the resi-
people in question because it is affecting their livelihooddents, or whether it is people having trouble with SA Water,
They cannot now sell these blocks unless they agree to thehich is an organisation that appears to have little enthusiasm
terms and conditions which Sir Humphrey has imposedto extend its network. SA Water is putting millions of dollars
which are unfair and unreasonable. Some of the people wiato the government coffers, but it certainly does not want to
have here in South Australia would make Sir Humphreyextend its scheme.

Appleby look like a junior. He could learn a lot from them.  One of the areas which is causing a great deal of concern

From time to time these people get my blood pressure ujs that, for people who want to subdivide or build a house on
and | have been known to address them fairly aggressivelg new block, the cost of getting connected to the water
because at the end of the day when you have frustrated peogleheme is just beyond belief up in the Spencer Gulf and Port
ringing up, sometimes reflecting on your own breeding anddugusta. It is thousands of dollars, and they cannot even get
background, you have to pass it down the line to make surgright. They come along and quote people one thing, then a
it hits the target. Why would a government not want tomonth later it just doubles. That in itself is a real problem for
simplify the process, get rid of these blocks, clear the mattepeople building homes. | really think there is an urgent need
up and let these people get on with their lives and not engager some of the government committees to look vigorously
in endless discussions and meetings and paper trails? | canraitsome of these organisations with a view to ensuring that
understand why the minister has not said, ‘For God’s sakehey provide help and assistance to the people who need it.
you people, fix these problems’, because it is the silliest thing 1 am looking forward to serving on a couple of committees
| have ever been involved in, and | have seen a few sillyduring this parliament. The natural resource management
things happen. To give you an example, in my electorate thelggislation took up a great deal of time in the parliament. It
insulated a school that had been closed for two years. For twwad hundreds of amendments. | do not know whether we got
years the school had been closed, and the bureaucrats caitight, but | was told during the election campaign that there
along and insulated it. had already been a suggestion that there would be an increase

Ms Chapman interjecting: of some 450 per centin the fees. That in itself will be a matter

TheHon. G.M. GUNN: No. That was a place called of great interest, because that sort of increase will certainly
Mount Wedge. One of the other interesting things is that ongenerate some debate and discussion. The boundaries for the
minister got very enthusiastic. He said, ‘Every school has ttNRM boards are not correct. They need to follow council
have fansin it, in every room. That was great. | do not knowboundaries. For some unknown reason, the people involved
whether or not anyone has been to Cook. If you have been twith the administration at this stage cannot see the logic in
Cook, you have a two-storey building there— that but, hopefully, commonsense will prevail and there will

MsBreuer: If you are crook, go to Cook. be some changes.

TheHon. G.M. GUNN: Well, there would not be much There is an urgent need to free up the provisions of the
point going there now; the hospital is not even there. Peopleative vegetation legislation to protect the community against
came all the way down on the train, and they said to thehe ravages of bushfire. The government moved a little way,
principal, ‘We've got to put these fans on the ground floor scbut there is a long way to go. As a result of the debate and
many feet from the ceiling.’ That meant it was just going todiscussions taking place in the Coroner’s inquiry on Eyre
chop off the students’ heads. That is what it meant. Then, dPeninsula, let us hope we never have another one of those
course, the principal told me they got very upset. It is thedisasters. Steps can be taken to solve those difficulties and
same mentality as if someone had written on a bit of papegnsure that people are protected against the ravages of
‘You shall do this; it's all been approved; it doesn’'t matterbushfires. You have to be pro-active. You have to have
how long it takes.’ It was the same thing as when someondecent firebreaks, hazard reduction programs and local people
had an idea 25 years ago that we should not freehold the$mve to have the ability to make decisions and to act quickly
blocks of land. We now have other processes in place whictvhen the problems arise, not wait until the next day when it
allow sensible controls to stop people misusing and abusinig too late.
the land, and that sort of policy has gone. But they are still | was always taught that you contain a fire as soon as
clinging to a little power base, and it is unfortunate, and it ispossible. As someone who has had experience at controlled
certainly annoying a lot of people, and | know it is annoyingburning—and | have done a bit this year—I know there are
the member for Flinders’ constituents. | sincerely hope thatwo things: first, you have to hold your nerve and, secondly,
the new Minister for Environment can sort out this problem,once you decide to light a block, get the fire going as quickly
otherwise it is going to take a great deal of her time and efforas possible.
in trying to pacify these people. An honourable member interjecting:

In conclusion, | have always regarded it a great honourto TheHon. G.M. GUNN: Like the former member, | have
be in this place. When | was first elected | never anticipatedit a few scrub fires in my time. The unfortunate thing is that
that I would stay here for as long as | have. But | am sure thatot enough people have been involved in that process. We
the members of the Labor Party are pleased that | have stayaauld not have the nonsense we have today if they had been.
here this long, because | have tried to be a member of Mr Koutsantonis: You just have to hold your nerve.
parliament who has brought people’s issues to this parlia- TheHon. G.M. GUNN: That is right. When you see an
ment. | believe that, if you want to get re-elected, do notatomic bomb top on it or see the whites of the eyes of the
forget the small issues, the little things. If you want to gainkangaroos escaping the fire, you know you have done a lot
the confidence of people, the small issues that affect peoptd good. | do urge—
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Mr Koutsantonis interjecting: | assure members that from my perspective | am looking

TheHon. G.M. GUNN: Perhaps if the honourable forward to playing a role in it because | want to see this
member would like to accompany me one day next year, government challenged. | want to ensure that the legislation
will show him how to light a decent grass fire and get somePut to the parliament is well thought out and in the long-term
smoke over him, then he will understand what happens whepest interests of the people of South Australia. That is why
you burn back. Earlier in my contribution | talked aboutwe all are here. Even though we have different points of
corellas— view, we all are here to ensure the welfare of the people of

MrsRedmond: Not galahs but corellas. South Australia is protected. We have a good parliamentary

TheHon. G.M. GUNN: There are a lot of galahs around, SYS€M of which we should be proud, even though from time

and they are not all in the paddocks. They are in other placel? ime we differ on its functions and role. | do not believe
but we will not go into that. Galahs are a minor problem! at it is in the interests of the people of this state that we

: : nterfere with the institution that has looked after us so well
compared with corellas. If any member does not believe mélh the past. | say to the Deputy Premier (who has come back

they should drive to Melrose where they will see the thou- .
sands of corellas which are there at the present time. Now gto the house) that | look forward to debating the budget. |
ook forward to the next four years—

the ideal opportunity to deal with the problem. There is onl .

one way to fix them: you have to poison some of them. There !\r/lt:sﬁedmgr:\;i. éBdN?\?ywo:r I h bablv had
are too many to shoot. The minister said that you erect nets eron. &.\. VIN: VVell, T have probably had a
and gas them. Peter Davis wanted to club them, but he wouldf ety good go. There 's_ a life after politics—

be clubbing them for a long time, because there are tens of The Hon. K.O. Foley: We might retire together at the

- : .. .same election.
th/isggﬁzp(grtgre}omg'r;rsie is only one thing, and that is © The Hon. G.M. GUNN: One of the reasons that | have

Ms Ch irteriecting: been able to stay here as long as | have is because | have
S Lhapman 1nterjecting: . another side to my life. | have been able to go home to my
TheHon. G.M. GUNN: No, you do not poison the farm and let the world pass me by. | enjoy doing things in my
waterhole. All you do is feed them for three or four days, thenjte 5nd being with my family and my grandchildren—which
give them the right medicine and you solve the problemg g enjoyable time.

quickly. You will have a few falling out the sky like spitfires A honourable member: And those dogs!

and when they hit the ground there will be a bit of dust, but  The Hon, G.M. GUNN: Well, | have a couple of
that is a minor problem. Nevertheless, you will reduce theneresting dogs that are pleased to see me. | am a practical
problem and people will not have to put up with the treegyerson. | like to fix and service engines, drive around to

being stripped, television antennas being bitten, bowlingyeep out the troughs and make sure the kangaroos are not
greens being torn up or nails being pulled out of roofs Ofknocking down the fences.

houses—all that will have gone. You will have controlled the  The Hon. K.O. Foley interjecting:
numbers to a degree so that they are not a problem. They get The Hon. G.M. GUNN: Well, | have another life
too high in the trees. Unless you hotload the cartridges yodiherwise | would not be as good a person. The other very
cannot get close enough to them. You have to put morgnnortant thing is to see how the foolish laws we sometimes
powder in the cartridges so that you can bang them a bjiass are affecting people in real life. It does not matter which
harder, but people’s shoulde_rs cannot take them. The Quo rty is in power, governments do pass foolish laws which
council bought boxes of cartridges but the people’s shoulder@ndmy and unnecessarily interfere with people. When | go
could not stand up to them. home my family says, ‘What have you people been up to?
Some 20 years ago my personal assistant's grandfath@fe you aware that this silly law means | require a permit?’
used to deal with the problem at the back of Quorn. I will notMy son said, ‘I have an agricultural science degree and | have
say his name. He was a very practical man who solved thg do a course and the people teaching me don't know
problem. Unfortunately, he has passed on and now we haghything about chemicals. It's a waste of time.’
not got practical people up there: they are not quite as game | make excuses and say, ‘Well, people believe they are
as he was. He knew and | know the mixture: 50 pounds ofioing the right thing.’ | do not like bureaucracy anyway. It
wheat, a bottle of strychnine and a cup of paraffin oil. lis true. The best bureaucracy you can probably get is certain
guarantee it will do the job; and the member for Morphettsections of the Registrar of Motor Vehicles, which are an
could vouch that it would solve the problem. The governmeninteresting group of people. If you want to get frustrated, go
has to do something about the corellas because tens @bwn to North Terrace with a complicated vehicle to register,
thousand of them are spreading farther. and see how the blood pressure goes. One day | went down
Those are a few of the issues with which this 51st parliathere and | heard the bloke behind the counter say, ‘Get rid
ment has to deal. | came into this place for the 39th parliaef this bloke, he’s always trouble.” So, we had a bit of a box
ment. As | said earlier, | did not expect to be here this longon.
I have enjoyed the challenges and | have enjoyed being given The next time | went to renew my licence | filled it out
opportunities to travel around the world. | have been verywery honestly and they looked it and said, ‘You'll have to
well supported by the people who work for me and myhave a medical.’ | said, ‘What do you mean, | have to have
family. This is a great institution. | am looking forward to the a medical?’ They said, “You're taking these tablets,” which
next four years. | am looking forward to the new membersvas correct, and they said that it was in the regulations. | said,
playing an important role. | have every confidence that theShow me the regulations.’ | said that | didn’t recall these
Liberal Party will rebound from the election result and regulations. For 10 minutes | stood there. | knew they weren’t
become a better party. It is very important for the people opleased with me. He came out with the regulations and
this state that we are focused and involved in the decisioshowed them to me. | said, ‘It says ‘may’; it doesn’t say
making, because a democracy needs a robust, well-informéshall’, and I've spent 30 years arguing the difference.” He
and organised opposition. said that he would have to check up on it and | said, ‘I look
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forward to you checking up on it.” Anyway, it cost me $70 at two in the morning, | can recommend Tung without a
as | had to go and have the test. moment’s hesitation.
The Hon. K.O. Foley interjecting: Craig Whithers and Karly (I never did find out her
TheHon. G.M. GUNN: Yes, they got me, but | enjoyed surname) from Queensland both took holidays to help my
the contest. | know how the average person gets frustratedampaign. There are a lot more enjoyable ways to use one’s
I could tell you one or two other stories about down there. holidays, so | am grateful for their contribution. Scott
went to register a truck once, a semi-trailer and the blokétartwell, his wife Juliette and their children helped with
said, ‘What colour is it?’ | said that | had not seen it, that mynumerous photos, and | remain in their debt. Joe Bennick and
son had asked me to do it, but | said that if it is ‘gypsum’ it his wife Christine were a great and constant help, as were
has to be red. He said, ‘I suppose so. They said, ‘How far iRobert and Julie Chrisanti. Tom Kidman provided my first
it between the wheels?’ | said, ‘You have it on the computer.campaign donation within days of my preselection, as well
They said, ‘Oh, no, we can’t look at that.’ | said that | would as helping with the broader campaign, and | will always
have no idea. And 35 minutes later we were still fighting andyemember it.
fortunately, someone who recognised me came out, they had Mr John Quirke, a former member of this place and, in
a bit of a conference and put a stamp on it because | thinkact, your predecessor in Playford, Mr Speaker, has had a
they wanted to get rid of me. | have always believed that ongtrong influence on my career. | will mention him in greater
should actually know how these foolish provisions we passletail later, but | will thank him now for his assistance during
operate in practice. That is why | have done it. It gets mythe campaign. The story of my preselection is somewhat
blood pressure up when | walk down there, but | may helpunusual although not particularly dramatic, but there are
other members of the public who are also having difficulties people in it who should be thanked. | would not be here were
I support the Address in Reply and look forward to the nexit not for the impulsive decision making of Michael Brown
four years. and the member for West Torrens. Despite my initial
Honour able members: Hear, hear! reluctance, | am quite pleased with the way it turned out, and
The SPEAK ER: Before | call the member for Newland, | thank them. My wife is yet to forgive them, however.
I remind members that it is the honourable member’s maiden Also, | thank Don Farrell who has shown a lot of faith in
speech to the parliament and | ask members to show to the, sometimes more than | have in myself. Don has provided
member for Newland the normal courtesies. The member fame with numerous opportunities; | hope that | have used them
Newland. as he has expected | would. Certainly, | have enjoyed and
Honour able members. Hear, hear! appreciated them. The member for Florey dragged me all
over the electorate, and | thank her. Numerous other volun-
Mr KENYON (Newland): Mr Speaker, | offer my teerswere a part of my campaign. | apologise for not naming
congratulations on your election as Speaker of this housethem all, but they have my sincere and heartfelt thanks.
have no doubt you will make an excellent speaker as yotinally, | would like to thank the people of Newland for the
have respect for the history and traditions of this house anttust they have placed in me.
the Westminster system, a sense of fairness, a strength of | will work for them as hard as | can for the next four
character and the self-confidence to ensure that your rulinggars. | should also mention that the Adelaide hip hop band
are observed. It also gives me great pleasure to congratulaiiitop Hoods provided musical inspiration frequently,
the Premier on an outstanding and historic election win. Myparticularly its trackDumb Enough; it is somewnhat apt! Every
win in Newland would not have been possible without him,member comes into this place with their own story. My story
and itis a vindication of his tenacity, strategy and leadershigs not particularly exciting, but it is full of people who, for
No-one gets here alone; that is as true for me as it has evezasons | am yet to fathom, have gone out of their way to help
been for anyone. More than anyone else in this house you, Mne. My parents have been the strongest influence in my life.
Speaker, will be aware of the work that went into my Some of you will know that my mother died last year. You
campaign. That is mainly because you were responsible fahould also know that her influence did not.
a very large part of it, and for that you have my sincere Mum was a straight talking, courageous and thoughtful
thanks. I thank my wife Tina. She is beautiful, intelligent andwoman with whom I think | share a slight naivety about the
funny. way in which things really work. She was tenacious, hard
Mr Koutsantonis: What's she doing with you? working and selfless, and | hope that my next four years—
Mr KENYON: | have no idea. We have been married forand, hopefully, beyond—would make her proud. | hope that
just eight years now and | would not be here if it were not forl can be like her. Ever since | began work in politics, mum
her. She keeps my feet on the ground and, quite usefullyyas never quite sure what | did or even precisely who |
calls me unparliamentary names when | deserve it. Politicerorked for. She was more interested in who | was; but were
is not kind to wives and children and she and the kids havehe still around she would have known that | was in parlia-
put up with their fair share of pressure and separation over theent and she would have been here tonight. | wish she were.
last eight years. | thank her for her support and love. | am grateful that my father is here. He is a great man. He
I also thank Nick Champion, the current President of thas also courageous. He has the courage of his faith and his
state ALP and a good friend of mine. Mr David Feeney rarconvictions. My dad is a man of great compassion and
the best ALP campaign | have ever been involved in, and insight, with the unique ability to put people at ease and to
thank David and the staff at party office. Corey Harriss, Tungalk to their hearts. | admire his faith, his courage and his
Ngo, Rosie Falco and Chad Buchanan all slaved like demorfsumour. His views on life, the universe and everything were
in their own time to letterbox, print, fold, stuff and attend handed down on the nightly drive home from work and
street corner meetings and undertake all the other hard-slaghool, and | hope that | have learned those lessons well. |
tasks that are part of an election campaign. If anyone in thithank him for his love and support throughout my life, and
place needs election posters firmly fixed to the stratospherspecially throughout the course of the past eight years.
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My brothers James and John-Paul and sisters Ruth and change its ‘no new uranium mines’ policy. Time has
Miriam and their husbands Doug and Joe have been a greattoved on; we are no longer living through a cold war and the
support. The late Lindsay Murphy fired my ambition with his threat of global climate change is too great to hang on to
confidence in my future. My cousin, Phil Kenyon, showed meoutdated ideological dogma. Developing countries have the
how to help people and to have a lot of fun at the same timaight to develop, the right to drag their populations out of
My friends at uni—Jamie Gerrard, Mike Crichton, Glen poverty, to prevent their populations dying of easily prevent-
White, Andrew Brown, Nick Gyngell, Justin Lui, Damien able diseases and to improve their educational systems. This
Martin and the member for Hartley, among others—allbrings with it an increasing demand for electricity which can
influenced my thinking through numerous debates over beel® provided in one of two ways—either coal or nuclear. One
and coffee. choice puts an ever-increasing amount of carbon dioxide into

I have had the great fortune to work for a number ofthe atmosphere and accelerates the rate of climate change; the
remarkable people in interesting jobs, and all have playedther, while not being risk free, does not. Itis in our interests,
their role in shaping me and my career. | have learned frorboth environmentally and economically, that they use
all of them, and | hope that what they taught me (oftenemission-free technology and, to be blunt, many countries
without realising it) is put to good use. John Quirke ishave only one choice—nuclear power.
intelligent, hard-headed, insightful and perceptive. He is a Other countries are already making this choice and we
consummate deal maker and an excellent analyst. | apologiséould be glad that they are. Coal is not so safe. In China in
to him for the sleepless nights that | have caused him and004, 7 000 coalminers died in mining accidents in just
thank him for his help and guidance. Geoff Buckland is onel0 months; in the United States every year thousands of
of life's gentlemen. It was a pleasure to work for him. He people die from respiratory illnesses caused by the combus-
showed me how effective cheerful disregard can be, andtlon of coal, and the average coal-fired power station puts
thank him for it. | think back now on some of the crazy more uranium into the atmosphere every year than a similar
schemes | put to him and shake my head. sized nuclear power plant. Uranium mining has its risks—

The Hon. Kevin Foley is the most courageous person imostly for those working in the mines rather than for the
the government. He may not recognise it, but | have learnt anvironment—but these risks are manageable. We know
lot from him. Working in his office was my first experience because we have been mining uranium ever since the ALP
of working in a truly professional environment; it was a introduced its ridiculous and illogical anti-uranium policy. As
valuable and enlightening time, if not extremely hard work.a result of this policy Australians have missed out on jobs and
The Hon. Paul Holloway is another star of the Rann governwealth, and that is all. No environmental outcomes have been
ment; his considerable achievements go unrecognised byaghieved, no species have been saved, and no ill has been
lazy media that regard the definition of a good minister aspared.
someone who performs well in the media. Paul is intelligent  Finally, | will address some of the silly furphies put about
and analytical, a courageous minister who gets thing done-by green fundamentalists. One is that we have a moral
and done well—with a minimum of fuss. Working for him obligation to take the nuclear waste of countries that use our
has been the best job of my life. | am immensely proud of theiranium. What a load of rubbish. No-one argues that we
work we did in the resources industry, and | was lucky toshould take back the slag from steel mills that use our iron
work in the environment that | did with the freedom to turn ore or the fly ash of power stations that use our coal. We are
ideas into policy. He provided great advice and supporobften told that there is no solution for nuclear waste, but that
throughout my campaign and he has my thanks; | am in his more rubbish. Apart from the perfectly acceptable solution
debt. of burying it, there are two excellent Australian solutions—

| have had the great opportunity of working within Synroc and vitrification—and | encourage members to have
government for the last four years. Throughout that time b look at them. You cannot be an environmentalist and be
have been able to work with a number of outstanding publiopposed to nuclear energy; itis at least in part the solution to
servants. They have my thanks for their guidance, tutoringlimate change. If you will not consider it, then you are a
and patience, and | am especially indebted to Jim Wright, Jigreen fundamentalist.

Hallion, Paul Heithersay, Barry Goldstein, Will Zacharin, | will not take up too much more time but there is one
Ray Garrand and the late David Blight. The state is definitel\subject | wish to talk about—abortion. Let me say very
better for these people having been here. plainly that abortion is wrong; it is the killing of individual

When | started working for minister Holloway | knew one innocent people. There is far too much of it in our state and
thing about mining—mining is good. It would have gone nowe are the worse for it. | hope that | would not stand by and
further than that without the patient attention of somewatch while another person was killed and | hope | would
industry leaders in this state. David Clarke, Robert Champiohave the courage to assist that person. | hope | would have the
de Crespigny, lan Gould, Keith Yates, Derek Carter, Kevincourage to help those too young and too helpless to help
Moriarty, Bob Johnson, John Roberts and Tino Guglielmothemselves.
amongst others, have all taken time out from their incredibly  There are plenty of things to talk about and there are four
hectic days to increase the level of my mining knowledge. lears to do it in, but | am conscious of a piece of advice that
thank them, and those | have neglected to mention, for thethe former Premier of New South Wales (Jack Lang) gave to
time and interest. Paul Keating. He said, ‘When you get into parliament, don’t

Some of you may have noticed a recurring theme in thishink you have a lot of time, because you don't. Being a
speech: courage, and its necessary companions wisdom amgbresentative of a marginal seat, | am acutely aware of the
selflessness. They are traits | admire and they are essentiall&ek of time at my disposal. | am driven by the desire to make
reform. They are integral to the success of two of my politicala contribution to the welfare of the citizens of this state, and
heroes, Paul Keating and Jeff Kennett, both of whonto make in some small way an improvement to our way of
transformed the societies they served. And there is much tide. My goal is to be able to walk away at the end of my
reform. For instance, it is time for the Australian Labor Partyallotted time (however long that is) and know that my
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electorate and my state are better off because | was in thiontain an outbreak of measles and which certainly has a

place. streptococcal germ problem in its public hospitals, | will
. await with interest the viewing of that legislation.
MsCHAPMAN (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): The fourth reform is to add support to mental health,

Last Thursday, Her Excellency Marjorie Jackson-Nelsorwhich | am pleased to hear about. In particular, the govern-
AC CVO MBE, the Governor of South Australia, opened thement has announced the hiring of 56 new mental health
first session of the 51st Parliament, and | thank her for hefyorkers, which is terrific, but we do not have any trained
grace and dignity on that occasion, on which she was vestgskople or applicants to do the work and, as part of that, to
with the responsibility of outlining her government’s make Glenside Hospital a hub of mental and related health
proposals for government during the next four years. kervices. | am delighted to hear that. The campus, which is
propose tonight to address principally areas of her presenta-campus of the Royal Adelaide Hospital, is in my electorate,
tion in relation to health and housing, in particular, mentalput, given that this government announced some 12 months
health. However, may | say also as a preliminary that, irago that it was ready to sell it and, indeed, cash up the
addition to Her Excellency’s undertaking duties on behalf of$80 million worth of proceeds from the sale of the property
the government last Thursday, she has of course in receph which it resides, | will watch that with interest.

times attended to the responsibility of swearing in the new Finally, in respect of mental health, | refer to the opening
ministry and executive government, and there are many othe)f new and redeveloped facilities, including the Margaret
duties that she undertakes on a daily basis. Tobin Centre and the Noarlunga and Repatriation hospitals.

Her Excellency will be concluding those duties later thisOf course, this is simply the relocation of patients from
year, and | was disappointed to note at least the member feurrent facilities. These proposals—at least in respect of the
Enfield’s published position as to the abolition of her office.Margaret Tobin Centre—should be up and functioning
| do not, for one moment, suggest that he was in any waglready, and | am saddened to see that they have been delayed
reflecting on the Governor personally in relation to either hefor the past four years. Nevertheless, they are the govern-
duties or her particular term of office, but it did strike me asment’s keynote proposals in relation to those areas.
rather unusual that it should be done at a time when she was In respect of South Australia’s current performance in
carrying out the very duties on behalf of the government ofelation to public mental health, it is clear that it has spiralled
which we speak and to which we are responding today. Morihto crises over the past two years in particular. There are a
importantly, it was delivered, | think, with some level of number of reasons for this. On a per capita basis, South
naivety, particularly as there has been much consideratiofustralia has the lowest funding of any state in Australia.
given to the role of Governor. This applies even after the injection of $25 million in one-off

| say, as | have acknowledged in the past, that one dayfunding over two years by the current Labor government.
will welcome Australia’s becoming a republic, but | also seeThis compares poorly with our state having the third highest
a very important role in the continuation of the office of per capita funding under the previous Liberal government.
governor in each of the states, and in particular in the smalléFhe current government has given mental health services a
states such as South Australia. It will be critical for ourlow priority—lots of talk but little action—and there has been
survival in a federation that that role is maintained. The officeno direction and leadership.
of governor is not just the protector of the royal fish and other The leadership and direction provided by the late Dr
interesting anachronisms of historical entitlement and vesteilargaret Tobin has clearly been lost. The clinical plan of
responsibility, but he or she, of course, also undertakes othdune 2000, which united the mental health service towards
considerable responsibilities which we need to ensure that weprovement, has dissipated. Instead, a new bureaucratic
protect. In respect of Her Excellency’s presentation, | alsanental health structure has been created within the new
indicate that | thank her for her reference to those pashealth regions, with key decisions being made by non-
members who have passed away, and she acknowledged mmgdical administrators. Patients are no longer able to access
father, the Hon. Ted Chapman. | wish to place on theacute psychiatric services when they need them, due to the
record—and this is no reflection on Her Excellency, becausrinning down of staff and facilities. Just as one example,
| appreciate that she gives her presentation on advice of trgince 2001 the Noarlunga hospital has gone from 20 to
government—that he died, in fact, in July 2005 and not a45 psychiatric beds and from seven to 1.8 full-time equiva-
published. lents. | think those are dangerously alarming statistics.

In respect of the matters of health, | note in particular that There is an other thing which is telling in relation to
there are five areas of proposed, impressive (at least, &seping in perspective the whole deinstitutionalisation that
presented) areas of reform that are to be undertaken. lms occurred over 45 years. It is instructive to consider that
summary, they are as follows, and | wish to make some brieih 1960, when Australia had a population of 10 million, we
comment. First, the government will embark on a 10-yeahad 30 000 psychiatric beds across our facilities for people
redevelopment of the Flinders Medical Centre, as well as thm need in this area of mental health. Here we are 45 years
deprivatisation of the Modbury Hospital. At least for the later—I am using the 2005 figures—with a population of
latter, there will be no escape from increased costs, or a c@0 million Australians, and we now have only 4 000 psychia-
in services, or both, and | will watch that development withtric beds across Australia. That is an alarming drop. It is a
interest. The second reform is to develop a network ofery simple statistic, which tells us that across Australia there
GP Plus Centres, which sounds like a good idea, but sudhas been the development of deinstitutionalisation.
centres will be utterly useless unless we have doctors to put Regrettably, we have seen no provision for supported care
in them. The third reform will be to introduce powers in the facilities, which needs to be exercised. Many of the existing
event of a need to effectively respond to a flu pandemicprivately-owned supported residential facilities have been
which | assume at this stage is to cover the outbreak of a birfbrced to close through a lack of government support and
flu pandemic, which of course is to be across nations. Frorhigh property taxes. More recently, there have been issues in
a government which appears unable at this stage to evealation to fire regulations and the like. Hundreds of residents
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with mental illness have been forced onto the street to car®l.8 billion over five years. Essentially, this money is to
for themselves. We are not alone in this problem. Sadlyincrease clinical and health services, to change some of the
though, South Australia has spiralled down in the last twaules in relation to psychiatrists to facilitate easier and quicker
years. With severe psychotics, this has created unsafeferral to specialists and transfer to psychologists and mental
neighbourhoods. Pleas for help and assistance have gohealth nurses to try to support the services by adding in
unanswered and crime related to mental health has increasedentoring schemes, to increase the mental health work force
Another issue that needs to be confronted is the extent tgenerally, to provide new non-clinical and respite services
which emergency departments in major hospitals havand programs on community awareness and, of course,
become disrupted through the increasing attendance of mentakntal health nursing places. The federal government has a
health patients or those under the influence of some druglirect responsibility to provide for the services in this area,
There has been a proportional increase in security guardahich are being covered by these programs.
which diverts resources away from the treatment of patients. The South Australian government has a responsibility to
Of course, security guards have been necessary to proteglovide hospital care for mental health patients and also to
staff and patients and, indeed, even people visiting patientgrovide for accommodation. They are the direct jurisdictional
Be under no illusion, Mr Acting Speaker, this only adds aresponsibility of the state government, and we as a parliament
separate entrance for mental health patients or drug-affecteglst ensure that it honours its obligations in this regard. So,
persons and will just move the security guards from the frong as with interest that | read about the Council of Australian
of the building to the side of the building; it will not solve the Governments meeting. The Prime Minister and the Premiers
problem. . of each of the states in Australia met on 10 February 2006.
I note the government's announcement of the appointmenthey issued in their communique a number of proposals in
of a commissioner for mental health, and | wish to commentelation to their objectives, which were to be effectively
briefly in relation to that. The government announced lasfnyestigated and committed to before they met again in June
week that Monsignor Cappo would be appointed as thegpe, |t is important to note that this was a Council of

Commissioner for Social Inclusion. For the last four years heyystralian  Governments meeting that took place on
has been chair of the Social Inclusion Board and, of course,g February 2006.

has acted as a member of the cabinet’s executive committee.

One has to wonder what extra powers he is to be given t’-Ealnterestmgly, in relation to health, and mental health in

undertake these duties and why on earth the government a rticular, it was agreed between the Prime Minister, our
y 9 remier and other premiers, as | have indicated, that there

woﬂfgt'ﬁgl\z’ ;h?nﬁrigtnelre;ovrvorwgnpaalwﬁ eZTtrr]]O_uggﬁ?ewaithOMd be a $1.1 biI_Iion reform package. to achieve better
Hon. Gail Gago from another place—if in fact she has anyhealth for all Australians and that $660 million would be put

other use or purpose in liaht of the appointment of this" by the commonwealth and $480 million by the states and
commissionerpwﬁl we crea%e another Ieﬁ)/gl of bureaucrac territories. To promote good health, disease prevention, early
: % tervention, etc., there would be another of $500 million—

i i i ?
W|IItherejustbefurtherdlvertedcosts.Icannotanswerthaé at is, $250 million from the commonwealth and

question, but it sends alarm bells to me that we should g 250 million from the states and territories. For care and

down this track which, effectively, undermines the responsi- . . .
bility and role of the minister. support in the community, the commonwealth would put in

There is a lack of facilities and resources to treat dru $96 million, with the states and territories putting in another

addiction, particularly in young people, and to effectively%80 million over four years.

tackle illicit drug-induced psychosis, with the increased use AS to mental health services, COAG also agreed that, in
of amphetamines and a high level of use of marijuana. Th@ddltlo_n_ to all the other references | _have made, another
mental health services simply cannot cope with the failure o$20 million would be allocated in relation to a call centre.
the government’s drug strategy. In country communities thd here would be improved care in hospitals and residential
mental health services are largely community based angentres, which included the commonwealth giving the states
suffering from a lack of trained staff. On a per capita basisanother $150 million for them to provide those services to
country staff levels are less than half those of the metropolitore senior aged people. Another five-year program would
tan area, and substantially below the national benchmarlk€ set up, with funding of $122 million from the common-
Experienced mental health nurses are urgently required ¥yealth to the states, to make provision for younger people,
many larger country hospitals so that such acute services c#eir families and carers, and this specifically related to
be provided locally. This provides much better treatment thaisability.
sending acute patients to Adelaide, often with police escorts. In this area generally there had been an agreement
Although mental health is the largest cause of disabilitybetween the heads of our nation that there would be not only
there has been no review of the Mental Health Act, despita commitment to make provision for all Australians to be
repeated promises by this Labor government. The key tmore healthy, skilled and motivated (which was the primary
providing effective mental health services is ensuringobjective to come out of this meeting) but also that they
adequately highly trained staff. There is a critical shortage ofvould commit hundreds of millions of dollars to do so. What
mental health nurses, occupational therapists and otherent wrong between 10 February and the announcement by
professionals. A specific plan by the state government tthis government after the recent election that there needed to
provide an adequate number of psychiatrists to ensuree a major inquiry into the financial viability in relation to
effective treatment is clearly overdue. proposed spending of the state? What was it that changed for
The total inaction by the Labor government is even furthethe government now to announce that its annual $10 billion
highlighted when compared to initiatives announced by théudget needed to be put off from what would have been a
federal government. There was a recent federal governmehtidget in at least June this year (sometimes it is delayed a
announcement by the Prime Minister and Parliamentariittle after an election, as it was in 2002) for another three or
Secretary (Hon. Christopher Pyne) of approximatelyfour months until September?



58 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Tuesday 2 May 2006

What is it that should demand that we be asked shortly texplanation as to what he was told, why he did not tell
vote on a bill to allocate $3.1 billion to the Public Service justanyone, and his pathetic excuse to now put off the scrutiny
to keep it going? That is a third of the funding we are askeaf parliament on the government’'s proposed budget until
to scrutinise in relation to the budget for the 2006-07 yearSeptember this year. That is an absolute disgrace. It should
Yet we will be asked shortly to vote on a bill to allow almost never happen again.
one third of it to go in without even seeing a budget for that Even when the government came to office in 2002, when
money to be spent. We can talk about the sheer arrogancemembers opposite had not been in office for some years
the Treasurer and of his government in expecting that thbefore, they were able to ensure that a budget was before us
parliament and the people of South Australia should put upnd delivered by the end of that financial year and that we
with it. were then having estimates in the early part of the financial

As to the announcement earlier this year that the goverryear. It is reasonable that there would be a month or so’s
ment proposed that, in relation to health and, in particuladelay in the incoming government: perfectly accepted. Now
hospitals, it would need to put in an extra $67 million, thisthe government has been there for four years. It has made a
announcement was not surprising. The half-year budget haudess, it did not know anything about it and, when it found
come through—that is, up to December 2005—and theut about it, it did not tell anyone. Now after the election
Premier repeated in the parliament last week that it wagembers of the government come out and say, ‘We're not
necessary to review the matter after getting the half-yeagoing to tell you how we’re going to spend our money or how
report and that another $67 million would need to go intomuch we are going to spend until September,” three months
hospital services for the forthcoming period. He told us lasinto the next financial year.
week: We will not even be able to ask a question of the Premier,

The advice that | am given is that the monitoring report from theth€ Treasurer or any minister on the proposed spending until
health department received by Treasury was the January monitorifgctober this year. That is a totally unacceptable position and
report received in February, during the caretaker period, whiclit should never be allowed to happen again. Those members
indicated that hospital activity was in excess of what they hacyfthe Australian Labor Party who are coming into the house
advised us for the mid year budget review. as members for the first time ought to make sure that their
That was in response to some questioning by our leader vernment never allows this to happen again_
what had happened to expose a deficit of $300 million and | mentioned the question of doctors, in relation to health
why we needed to have the services of some chap rushinghd the lack thereof, and | noted with interest today the
over from New South Wales who was some whizzbangublication of the proposed private medical school in South
adviser from a previous government (it may have been th@ystralia. | place on the record that | have no objection to the
commonwealth government, and he may have previouslgstablishment of a private medical school in South Australia
been an under treasurer in New South Wales) to remedy thahd | do look forward to that occurring, whether it is under
situation. Mr Birdseye's proposal as published or that of someone else

So, we have what he told us last week was the reason. Thgho is able to comply with the federal requirements. That
whole position is one of absolute, sheer arrogance. We mayill be welcomed, because clearly we do need extra educa-
well be seeing a situation where, at least as demonstrated @ional services for the purpose of training our medical
radio interviews today and in a recent performance by th@ersonnel, and | will welcome that.

Treasurer, he seems to be shaping up to be the Mark Latham | highlight the fact that, in this proposal, 70 places that are
of SA Labor. Nevertheless, we as a parliament have to deg be quarantined for South Australians will form the basis
with how we manage the money and how we ensure that &f an application for support from the state government; that
gets critically to these areas of health, in particular, that |s, scholarship subsidy funding, just as the government is
refer to today. When we put all those facts together, we havgroviding some $15 million of the $20-plus million that it has
the situation whereby in January we have a report preparegllocated for Carnegie Mellon and the scholarships to train
which is provided to the Treasurer in February, of thea whole lot of public administration graduates through
blowout in hospital services. We have that being used as thearnegie Mellon. So | will await with interest the
excuse for two things. government’s response to this, or any other proposal for an

One is that there needed to be an extra $67 milliorapproved medical school, that there will be support in the
allocated immediately to provide for health services andame number.
hospital services in this state; and the second is that it could As the parliament has heard in the past, | have made it
not be disclosed at that point because the government wasaisolutely clear that not only is Carnegie Mellon welcome in
caretaker mode. He could not be honest with the people @outh Australia but it has actually been here for eight years.
South Australia and tell them that there had been this massivgight years it has been here, but what has happened, of
explosion. He was able to come out and say, ‘We need a bifourse, is that the new government has just given it a free
of extra money, then when he got the report in February héhome—that is all that has changed—and it has subsidised
told us that we would need to have a major review and therpeople to go there.
would need to be a cutting of funding for all the public sector. Members interjecting:

He then told us that that is the explanation. The SPEAKER: Order!

One of the things that | find absolutely inexplicable and MsCHAPMAN: The ministers ought to get their facts
unacceptable in that explanation is that at the very time theaght in relation to this. That university has been operating
Treasurer is getting advice that the health budget has blowmere and providing educational services for eight years. So
out and they need more money and that the situation is to beakey-wakey, on that side of the house, and understand this:
reviewed, his Premier is attending the COAG meeting on 1@hey are welcome here and they were invited here by a
February this year, signing up to tens of billions of dollars inLiberal state government, and we welcome them. Also
funding by his government—for and on behalf of the peopleunderstand this: if the state Labor government wants to give
of South Australia. Therefore, | do not accept the Treasurer'away $15 million of more than $20 million to support more
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public administration degrees for South Australians, then thelast one yet—we found that there were only an extra
can certainly line up and provide support and subsidies fos1 people in South Australia who actually got a Housing
South Australians who want to study at medical school, ta'rust house, and there are tens of thousands on the waiting
ensure that we have the doctors and services we need. Letlist. There are 25 000. In fact, it is way above 25 000 now, so
make that necessary commitment and hear from the goverit-is really just very disappointing that we should hear the
ment to ensure that that happens. minister's announcement today about an issue which is

Finally, I wish to briefly refer to the question of housing. critical to this state and very important in complementing the
There are many aspects of housing which the former shadomental health program and ensuring that we have the housing
minister for housing, the member for Heysen—excellento go with it. | urge the government to look carefully at that
shadow minister that she was—presented during the last stadepect again and come up with something useful and decent,
election by way of proposal. There are many more ideas, thand provide the service for those people when we finally get
| think were absolutely critical. Apart from supported the budget in September 2006.
accommodation, | just wish to highlight the importance of
ensuring that there be some attention to how we deal withthe Mr KOUTSANTONIS (West Torrens): Thank you,
high level of demand for low-cost accommodation. Mr Speaker; it is good to be here again. Mr Speaker, first,

An announcement was made today by the Minister focongratulations on your election to this high office. | have
Families and Communities and Minister for Housing—andknown you for 15 years, since we first joined the Labor Party
| am not quite sure whether that is going to change tdogether in Young Labor—

Minister for Families SA under the new title announced today An honourable member interjecting:

but, in any event, we know who we are talking about. He has  Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Yes, very young Labor. Mr
proposed a restructuring of the three main authorities thapeaker, | know that you will be a credit to that office and
deal with housing in South Australia and that we are goingnake us all very proud—our first Labor Speaker in 16 years.
to have a one-stop shop and we are going to have a littlewant to thank the architects of Labor’s victory in 2006:
booklet which tells us where to go first as a guide. Senator Minchin and Rob Lucas. In 2002 the then Labor

I do not have any problem with that in principle, but itis secretary Mr lan Hunter was approached by Mr Graham
being presented as a means by which there will be a majetaeschke for a preference swap—
saving of cost, presumably in relation to the administration, TheHon. K.O. Foley: Jet ski.
as the minister announced in parliament here today, and that Mr KOUTSANTONIS: However his name was pro-
it will ensure there will be much more money available tonounced. My name is mispronounced, but | get used to do it.
provide for services. The opposition has been advised that the Mrs Redmond: Anastasious.
chief executive officer of the department of housing has given Mr KOUTSANTONIS: That's right; a male’s name,
an absolute assurance that there will be no jobs lost as a resdkspite what people say; a very manly name in Greek. The
of this restructure, so we are yet to see where the governmedéal was going to be that we had a renegade running against
is going to make any change. It has not announced anys in Enfield. The Liberal Party had a renegade running
amount of money or any cuts, or in relation to— againstitin Hammond. We should exchange preferences and

The Hon. J.D. Lomax-Smith interjecting: take care of our dirty laundry. The geniuses on the Liberal

MsCHAPMAN: No, the interjection suggests that it is Party State Executive, Senator Nick Minchin and, of course,
for service. That is exactly what is proposed. What is toldthat other tactical genius Rob Lucas in another place said,
though, is that more funding will be available as a result ofNo, no, no; Ralph Clarke is going to beat the Labor Party in
this new model for services. No identified funds; no jobs toEnfield, and we’ll take care of our bloke in Hammond; we
be lost, but we are going to have these new facilities atlon’t need to do this deal.” Of course, history speaks for
various regional offices that have been announced. itself. Ivan Peter Lewis was elected to the seat of Hammond

The other interesting thing in that announcement is that wand, of course, Mike Rann was sworn in some time after-
are now going to have a new single waiting list. Instead ofvards. So, to Nick Minchin and Rob Lucas, thank you very,
having a list that you go on for three years, when you reallywery much.
seriously need housing, and another list that you go on when We all know that the moment that the Premier took office,
you have only a medium need for housing, and another orae people of South Australia all knew in their heart of hearts
where you might have to wait 10 years for a house, we arthat the moment he was given the opportunity to lead he
now going to have one list. That will mean that we will be would excel at it and that he would be able to convince South
totally excluded from being able to make any assessment, #istralians that he was good at his job. Their worst fears
we have in the last four years, of the spiralling increase irwere recognised, but that was of their own making. And, of
those lists. course, what is the penalty for this decision? Well, the

I do not doubt for one moment we will be told when we Hon. Rob Lucas remains in his leadership position as shadow
get to estimates, ‘We can’t compare this new list with the oldreasurer of the upper house, and Senator Nick Minchin goes
list because we changed the rules. We changed the structusa his merry way as a senator in the federal parliament and
and so we now need to be able to assure everyone that thesenior cabinet minister. Well, what is the punishment for
situation is humming along beautifully, but we can’'t comparegetting something wrong in the Liberal Party? Promotion? Is
it. that the punishment, is it?

I just make the point that when we get to estimates there |also congratulate the new members of the Liberal Party,
will be a total concealment of the fact that we are again in thishe members for Hammond, Goyder, Unley and Finniss. | am
area—just like mental health—spiralling into decay becaussure they will serve well their constituencies. The member for
we have an increased waiting list, we have a reduced numbegnley got here by the skin of his teeth, but a win is a win,
of houses available because this government is continuing tehether it is by one vote or 2 000 votes. So, congratulations
sell them. Just as an example, last year, in the 2004-05 yedo, all those members. Your community has shown confidence
that is, the last year of published results—we do not have thie you even though we did not. But | am sure that the next
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Labor candidate running against you will give you a strongon the night. In fact, | think we knew by about 7.30 that the
showing like we did this time. Congratulations to our member for Norwood had been returned.

candidates on this side, the members for Bright, Newland, Of course, in his own humble way, the losing candidate
Hartley, Stuart, Morialta and Hartley who excelled them-did not have the courage to congratulate Vini. Instead he said,
selves in their campaigns and who were endorsed by thefr was best on the ground in a losing grand final.! What
communities. And, of course, the two members who werarrogance. The example of how to lose graciously is the
unsuccessful, Michael Keenan and Amanda Rishworthon. Angus Redford. There is a man who knows how to lose
fought very brave campaigns in seats they were probablgraciously. He came out on the night and said, ‘I campaigned,;

never going to— I was the wrong candidate in the wrong seat; and | lost. Chloe
Ms Chapman interjecting: won fair and square. Good luck to her. He was big about it.
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: | do not know her very well. | | tell members opposite that we on this side respect him for

am sure our candidate in Mitchell put up a very good fight aghat. Nigel Smart did not even have the courage to turn up
well. The unfortunate thing about Mitchell is that, if the and say, ‘Vini Ciccarello, congratulations.’ There is no medal
Liberal Party did not have such a hopeless candidate and ti§ honour in that. They fought a good and fair campaign, and
vote did not go down by so much, we would have won, butvheén someone wins you congratulate them.

unfortunately the Liberal Party, true to form, ran a dead An honourable member interjecting: _

campaign with a hopeless candidate who had no connection Mr KOUTSANTONIS: You spoke to him outside. It was

to the area. The Liberal Party vote collapsed to unprecedenté@igh profile campaign with a lot of jibes against the member
levels and an Independent got up. That is what happens f@r Norwood. I think she did very well and I am very proud
seats such as that and, unfortunately, that is what happenéd her. She does an excellent job in her seat. | also thank our
The member for Norwood is much maligned by membergampaign director Mr David Feeney who, hopefully, is soon
opposite and the media. She is always being attacked, callé@be senator Feeney. He is a great campaigner. He is the man
all sorts of names and criticised for her ability to lead hewho orchestrated the defeat of Jeff Kennett. He nicknamed
community. the campaign ‘Operation shock and awe’, and | think

We are talking about someone who was elected as a mayBtembers opposite can appreciate that. Of course, he did not
of that community and who has won three elections in a rofun the campaign on his own. He was ably assisted by
in a seat that, quite frankly, should not be Labor—and e\,ed)/hchael Brown who is our acting state secretary until he is

member opposite knows it. The member for Norwood worflected officially; our party president, Nick Champion, a very
that seat— good campaigner; and Scott McFarlane, who | understand

Mr Pisoni interjecting: was one of Patrick’s young protegees and of whom | am very
Mr KOUTSANTONI.S: If the member for Unley has fearful. Also, the esteemed treasurer of our party, John Boag,

X o - . oes an excellent job ensuring that the bills are paid and the
ggmd"ed tgt'rggéiﬁtn?gfﬁiﬁ Zes T\,{;ﬁes his maiden speech, | w undraising is allocated to the right place.
Fl)\fl)ryP?soni' You are welcome t(; Of course, you cannot have a great election victory

without a good foundation on which to build. That foundation
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: I am welcome to, am I? Excel- \yas |aid down by the Premier and his cabinet. Four years of
lent. . . . surplus budgets, four years of good economic management
_ TheHon. K.O. Foley: Has Brindal given you thatinfo on - and four years of sensible governance in South Australia gave
him yet? people in South Australia, probably for the first time in
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: He has. I will talk about his Ikea 20 years, a positive experience of a Labor government. There
comment a little later as well and his self-interest, because thgere low expectations in 2002 but we achieved high returns
honourable member is here for everyone, not just his owin the four years we were in government and gave people a
manufacturing company. The member for Norwood won arsense of confidence that we were able to govern. They
election against their star candidate ‘Nigel Not-So-Smart'rewarded us generously.
This bloke was sold the pup of pups. He was told, ‘Look, the | thank the people who helped me personally in my
Liberal Party is back on the precipice of winning the electioncampaign, including my former employer Don Farrell
again. We will run you for our most marginal seat.” Rather(Secretary of the Transport Workers Union), Alex Gallagher,
than running him for a seat which perhaps he might have and Stephen Brennan (Secretary of the TCF Union). | also
better chance of winning—for example, Bright, or some othethank the CPU and the Australian Metal Workers Union for
southern seat, which is where he is from—they ran him in theéhe good work they did in our postal vote campaign. | thank
eastern suburbs. The first time he appeared on radio to tafky staff in my local office—Betty, Nick and Paul—who did
about his candidacy, he did not even know that the Orangean outstanding job. As members know, we rely on our staff
Lane markets had been closed. This is the type of locaind they do a great job for us. It is a thankless task. They deal
campaign the Liberal Party ran. with the people who come into the office with unreasonable
That is my first point about how appalling their campaigndemands.
was, but | am not one to gloat. For the first time, the member An honourable member interjecting:
for Norwood won that seat on the night without having to  Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Well, | have often wondered
wait to go to postal votes; that is, without having to gohow many constituents go to the offices of Liberal members
through the painful experience which members opposite—theompared with those who go to the offices of Labor members
member for Stuart and the member for Unley—and membersf marginal seats.
on this side have experienced. Waiting for postal votes to be TheHon. K.O. Foley: Safe Labor seats.
counted is an appalling process. It is something which one Mr KOUTSANTONIS: My seat is marginal. | remember
never wants to go through. The member for Norwood has haspeaking to Graham Ingerson about how many constituents
her fair share of that: in 1997 in her upset victory and agaimwent to his office. He said, ‘I get about two.’ | said, “Two a
in 2002. However, in 2006 there was no such delay; we knewlay?’ He said, ‘No; two a week.’ | thought, ‘Wow, two a
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week! Are they lost? Are they asking for directions?’ | know the member for Newland will break that mould. It is getting
the member for Giles and country MPs have a high workloadharder and harder to have a personality in this place without
but | assume that people in metropolitan Liberal seats—wherhe media or someone else tearing you to pieces. The good
people are more affluent and mobile—do not need to use thihing about the member for Stuart is that he is beyond the
services of their local member of parliament as much asnedia and beyond public perceptions—he is just who he is.
people who rely on their member of parliament to deal with  TheHon. G.M. Gunn: | don't need it.
Centrelink matters and other welfare-related issues. We rely Mr KOUTSANTONIS: He doesn’t need it. He had a
on our staff and they become de facto campaign managengery hard time in Stuart and he did win and did beat us in the
They are the unsung heroes of the democratic process, atwlighest of circumstances, that is, with a popular Premier, an
| pay tribute to Betty, Nick and Paul for all the hard work advertising blitzkrieg campaign the likes of which the people
they did. | thank my local mayor John Trainer for his greatof Stuart have never seen before—direct mail, polling,
assistance during the campaign. He is always ready to giargeting, the best campaign the seat of Stuart will ever see—
me advice and words of wisdom. | thank him wholeheartedlyand he withstood it.
for all the efforts he made in my campaign. The Hon. P.F. Conlon interjecting:

| also thank my parents who did a great deal of workand Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Yes, in retiring. Sometimes
campaigned for me. My mother sometimes finds it veryhumility is the best—something | practice myself. For every
difficult to campaign for the Labor Party: she grits her teethfamily in the Liberal Party that suffered in the campaign and
and gets out there. She does a great deal of work for me anebrked hard, an opposite family in the Labor Party worked
campaigns assiduously for me. Also, Steve Georganos dogsst as hard. Justin and Carly and their family worked very
a great deal of work both in his federal electorate and myiard in the electorate of Stuart, dragging their young family
electorate. Of course, my father in his own way helps out aaround that district. They were very disappointed, having lost
much as he can by cooking a barbecue and helping to delivéry the smallest of margins. My heart goes out to Justin and

letterbox pamphlets to the volunteers. to his family. | say to Justin that it is nothing personal,
TheHon. K.O. Foley: And painting your house! nothing to do with the way he campaigned or conducted
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: And painting my house. himself during the campaign. He can hold his head high. We
Ms Chapman: They want you to leave home. in the Labor Party are proud of the efforts he made. | know

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: They do not like me leaving that Graham would agree that the wives in the country are the
home: they cannot keep an eye on me. | want to pay tributenes who deserve the pay rather than the members because
to those former members who have not returned. | know itishey are the real members.
difficult to lose, and the worst part about losing is the silence. Members interjecting:

In my own humble way, | advise members opposite notto Mr KOUTSANTONIS: | know that lvan Venning does
forget their comrades who are no longer here—give them aot see any of his salary—it goes to the brains in the family.
call now and then. The worst part about losing is no-one Ms Chapman interjecting:

talking to you anymore and people becoming very distant Mr KOUTSANTONIS: | am still waiting. The member
former acquaintances. That is the worst part about losindor Bragg has promised to find me a wife. | admire the young
Despite what we do during election campaigns, obviously weolunteers she has working on her polling booths. They are
want to win and | had a great deal to do with— very attractive young ladies who are obviously accustomed

Ms Chapman: How often do you ring Ralph Clarke?  to being kept in a certain way that | could not possibly afford

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Never! | only ring him every to keep them.

now and then to make sure he is still breathing. The Hon. K.O. Foley interjecting:
Ms Chapman interjecting: Mr KOUTSANTONIS: | help a lot of candidates—I was
TheHon. K.O. Foley: Just about as often as you ring lost. To Justin and to the other candidates who lost, they can
John Olsen. hold their heads high because they conducted themselves

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Yes. Even though | had a great honourably and | am very proud of all their efforts. As for the
deal to do with choosing some of our candidates, | feel fonext four years, | have noticed members opposite calling us
some of them. | remember in 1993 when Kevin Hamilton lostarrogant, saying we are crowing and saying we are out of
his seat to Joe Rossi, | lost all my faith and confidence in anyouch. It has been only a few months since the election
campaigning technique one might have. | do not mean thatampaign and | think the government has been very re-
because he was a Liberal, but it shows that a local membetrained, personally. It has conducted itself in a very mature
of parliament who works hard for the community and raisesway, in a way that replicates the way the federal government
a lot of money by walking from here to Darwin and back for behaves in its approach to governing Australia. Our approach
the local QEH can be voted out for someone like Joe Rossis little different in terms of the policy we implement, but |
It is not because the local member was not working hardhink that we conduct ourselves very well.
enough or was not appreciated, but sometimes there are other With respect to the outgoing ministers, | was very proud
factors in place and you get swept away. When you get sweplf the way in which the members for Little Para and Ashford
away in a landslide, it is hard to see the trees for the forestonducted themselves as ministers and the way in which they
Often it is not your fault and nothing you could have doneretired from the ministry. | think that they can hold their
would have changed that. heads high also. | am especially close to the member for

The exception to the rule was the Hon. Graham Gunmshford, because it is my adjoining electorate. She often
who, for some reason we cannot explain, keeps on cominigehaves likes my mother at functions—slapping me on the
back, despite our best efforts. Itis hard to dislike the membewnrist and telling me what | should and should not do. | think
for Stuart. In his own special way he is one of the lastthat she was a very good minister in this place. | remember
larrikins of this place—a character. It is hard to have awhen she would stand up during question time someone said
personality like Graham's and get away it these daysthat it was like pressing the mute button. | think that she did
Politicians are becoming more bland every election, although fantastic job. With respect to the member for Little Para, |
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think that health is probably the hardest portfolio any ministethe disappointment in their eyes. Then, of course, there is the
could possibly have next to Treasury or being the premier. limember for Waite, who is going to wait patiently for these
is a huge budget with huge demands to manage. | do not thirtkvo groups to self-destruct.

that any health minister would ever please everyone all the |am backing a different horse; | am backing the member
time. Itis a very hard job. | think that the member for Little for Schubert to emerge as the next leader of the opposition.
Para managed it with distinction. He is a much under-rated performer; someone who, |

I am very proud of the reforms that we made in the firstunderstand, rejected high office from his leader; someone
four years of our government. It is something about whichwho has served the Liberal Party since 1990 and longer;
she can always be very proud. The Menadue report was @omeone who has put his money where his mouth is in terms
especially hard task in terms of changing people’s perceptiors the Liberal Party. | think the member for Schubert is
and attitudes on health. It is not something that you can turnonstantly being overlooked, and | would not be surprised if
around quickly. | think that the member for Little Para did anhe emerges as a late dark horse in the run for the leadership.
excellent job. My aspirations for my seat over the next four But all that matters is who is there at the grand final. Like
years are that, again, we get good government and godtle Eagles and the Crows, the current two are the front
financial management from our Treasurer. | expect from ourunners, but only five or six games have been played and
government surplus budgets, | expect from our governmerihere are 22 in a season. | cannot see them making the
good management and | expect our economy to continue wistance. Marriages have a honeymoon period but that
grow. honeymoon was over about 30 seconds after the gun was

One person | do not envy in the next four years is thepushed into lain Evans’ back.

Minister for Transport. He will have some very difficult Mrs Geraghty: | thought it was a knife.

projects to get up, including the Bakewell Bridge project Mr KOUTSANTONIS: No; they use shotguns in the
(which I am very proud of) and, of course, the South Road.iberal Party. If | know the Liberal Party as well as | think
underpasses. These projects will test the patience of tHealo, their factional intentions cannot be dealt with in a quiet,
people of the western suburbs. Those people in the westepnofessional manner; they usually blow up in the face of
suburbs will look to their local community leaders for advicejournalists, on the front page ®he Advertiser or leading the
and guidance, and | am already expecting the long queudgadline news with Mike Smithson with some other great
outside my door about delays on Henley Beach Road, Anzdittle headline about some atrocity being committed in their
Highway and South Road. caucus. | look forward to all these atrocities being committed,

I know how the minister has handled the Bakewell Bridgebecause they make great reading and great TV, and |
underpass. The consultation process has gone to gresicourage opposition members on the backbench to have
lengths. It has been the best consultation | have ever seenthleir say publicly about leadership tensions. Do not be afraid;
am very proud of the Hon. Pat Conlon for the way in whichremember, the squeaky wheel gets oiled. If you want
he has handled himself. He has always been available to takeomotion in the Liberal Party you will not get it by being a
a phone call from me about my concerns. Often ministers argood, loyal backbencher and keeping your mouth shut; the
very busy and they do not have much time to talk to membersnly way to get it is to be out publicly agitating for a change.
about small matters, but Pat Conlon is always ready to hedrook at the member for Waite. He runs a leadership chal-
me about the complaints of locals. He has always been velgnge just before the election and look where he is sitting—
reliable in getting back to me and making sure that we can getumber three! So, to all those members opposite who think,

that constituent looked after. ‘I'll be loyal; I'll be quiet; I'll do the right thing’, that is not
| can see problems, but | do ask for patience. | expecthe right formula.
members opposite to be crowing about any delays— |would like to finish with this. Rob Lucas—if you did not

especially the member for Morphett—on Anzac Highway anchave him you would have to invent him. When asked how
the underpass. | know that it will be a very difficult project they will pay for all their promises he comes out with
to see to completion. The new Leader and Deputy Leader afomething like, ‘I don’t know; we’ll sack 4 000 public
the Opposition have been ordained by members from otheservants.’ You campaign on a land tax package and come out
places. Their marriage is a marriage made in Canberra. In theith a costing but no policy, ‘It is going to cost $25 million
greatest traditions of shotgun weddings, the deputy leader hadyear but we cannot tell you who is going to get what back.’
a huge smile on her face and the leader had a very grimacinthat would really have helped the Hon. Joe Scalzi in his seat;
frown. You could tell that he could feel the metal in his backhe could write back to everyone and say, ‘I cannot tell you

as he was led to the altar. how much you are going to save but trust me, it's $25 million
TheHon. K.O. Faley: It was something he had been a year. You might get nothing; you might get something.’
avoiding for 10 years. If Iwas Rob Lucas | would take a leaf out of my Japanese

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: That's right. One of the brides- ancestry, drink the sake in the morning, get the paper out, get
maids in the recent nuptials was not too happy about th#he sword out, get on my knees, think of the gods and commit
arrangement between the members for Bragg and Davenpopblitical hari kiri. But of course he will not, and do you know
| was stunned to hear the member for MacKillop say, ‘Whywhy? He likes his white car too much; he likes the pay—
would you make someone deputy who wants to be leader®ince 1989. And members opposite just sit back and watch
Mr Speaker, | can see the TV ads already. him take it. Well, long may he reign, because he is the Labor

If members opposite think we are just going to sit backParty’s secret weapon, and as long as he is out there coming
here and watch them self-destruct without getting involvedut with costings instead of policies the better it is for us. |
they are kidding themselves. They are already on the phonasiean, fancy campaigning on land tax for two years and
already talking amongst themselves. You can see the look®ming out with, ‘Look, it is very difficult to come out with
in their eyes when one gets up to speak, rolling their eyea policy; we will just give you a costing.’ Fantastic! Poor old
behind their backs. We can all see it on this side, but thdoe Scalzi was running around the Italian community telling
member for Bragg cannot see the eyes rolling. You can sebem, ‘Don’t worry, we'll fix it; I'll tell you exactly how



Tuesday 2 May 2006 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 63

much you are going to save.” And when the policy came outapproached the thing quite differently because, as | said, they
who was happy? We were. Who was upset? Only onall have their own personalities. Largely, | deal with commu-
person—Joe Scalzi, because he knew immediately what iitities that have generations of people, so it is lovely to visit

meant. He knew exactly what it meant. and get to know them because many of them have been there
The Hon. P.F. Conlon: And he was the only one who for a long time and can tell you a lot of the history of the
knew what it meant. place. They are attached to the area and are wonderful,

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Exactly. He could not write to community-minded folk and, as | say, itis indeed a pleasure
a single constituent and tell them how much they would savand a privilege to serve those people.
on their house. Why? Because Rob Lucas is lazy. And long | want to talk about a couple of things. First, | want to
may he be lazy, long may he be costing your policies, anthank those who voted for me. | recognise that not everyone
long may he be in that big fat white car in the upper housevoted for me, but enough voted for me that | have been
keeping all you young guns out of leadership positions. | willreturned to the seat of Heysen, and | simply will work doubly
tell you what we do not want. We do not want David hard in the next four years to see if | can make it less
Ridgway, or Michelle Lensink or Terry Stephens. We wantmarginal. As | said earlier, though, | do not believe that any
Rob Lucas to stay right where he is, and | will tell you why: seat is safe. | think that these days all seats are marginal and
it is because, while he is there, we keep winning. should always be considered as such, and | think that any

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The member for Heysen.  member who does not take that view risks a great deal.

As other people have said, no-one gets here by them-

Mrs REDMOND (Heysen): Thank you, Madam Deputy  selves. | am very conscious of the efforts of an enormous
Speaker, and | start by congratulating you on your elevationumber of people. | do not intend to name them, except to
to the office of Deputy Speaker. | also put on the record myexpress in particular my gratitude to my campaign manager,
congratulations to the Speaker, a Heysen lad who has madeny Wiedemann, and to my two staff members, Gaynor—
good, and | am sure he will preside over us— who has been with me since | was in legal practice and who

The Hon. K.O. Foley interjecting: came into the political arena with me, not knowing anything

MrsREDMOND: His parents lived down the road. He about it and having a huge learning curve, just as | did—and
will preside over us, | am sure, with great grace and care ilick, the other assistant in my office. They have been a huge

the job that he will do. support to me. Really, as is the case with all of us,  am sure,
TheHon. M .J. Atkinson: How did Aldgate vote? they run our life, and without them we would really struggle.
Mrs REDMOND: You tell me, Mr Attorney. There are numerous other people but, as | have said, | do not
TheHon. M.J. Atkinson: Labor, actually. And Bridge- intend to name them—the campaign committee, the members

water, and Macclesfield. of the State Electoral Committee, all of the people who got

MrsREDMOND: Can | say first of all, what a privilege out and helped put up signs and handed out ‘how to vote’
and a pleasure itis to be here again, and | note that | am hepamphlets, and all the people who contributed financially to
with a reduced majority on my first attempt. | think the seatthe campaign—to all of those people, | owe a deep debt of
of Heysen is a wonderful seat to serve. It now runs roughlyratitude.
from Basket Range down onto the Fleurieu Peninsula to | for one will miss many of the people who served in the
Mount Compass, and from Clarendon to the outskirts oprevious parliament. Of course, this is my first return to a
Mount Barker. It encompasses close to 1 000 square kilgparliament, so until now | have known only the people of that
metres. Itis a beautiful electorate, and one of the nice thinggrevious parliament. It is a bit like being in your first year at
about representing that electorate is that there are many littlegh school, and then moving up to second year and finding
separate communities and each community has its owtiat a new lot have come in. | welcome all our new members
character. It has been a great privilege and pleasure tmn both sides of the house, but | also want to express the fact
become involved in all those communities as the member fathat | will miss those who have not returned. Some of them
Heysen over the last four years. chose to go of their own volition and others have unfortunate-

To give members a bit of the flavour of what | am talking ly lost their seat in spite of wanting to return. | take to heart
about, | refer back to the time of the tsunami. Of coursethe message that | think the member for West Torrens gave
many people right around the country became involved in alhbout contacting those people to let them know that they are
sorts of fundraising, and the Australian ability to give, in thenot forgotten. | think that is a sound piece of advice.
circumstances that we saw confronting the people who were One member | do want to mention in particular in this
affected by the tsunami, was extraordinary. In my particulaaddress tonight is Dorothy Kotz, who was, of course, the
electorate each little community did different things. At member for Newland for a number of years. Many people
Echunga they had a supper and someone come to talk abontly not realise that the member for Newland, who so
the tsunami and how it was being dealt with in Sri Lanka. Itrecently finished in this place, was the longest serving female
was a wonderful supper, as it always is at the Echunga Halmember of the House of Assembly in this parliament. She
You cannot get out for about three weeks because they makelds that record on the basis that her period of service was
so many home-cooked things, and it is a great place to visifL6 years, three months and 21 days. The next longest serving

At Kangarilla they held a rock concert and all the oldiesis Jennifer Cashmore, who held office for 16 years, two
got out their old rock-and-roll gear and all sorts of people gotmonths and 23 days, which is only a matter of a few days
out their stuff. There were jazz players and all sorts of peopldess. However, the member for Newland did leave this place
and we had a wonderful concert there. At Flaxley they heldis the longest serving female member of the House of
an afternoon of table tennis and tennis at the hall withAssembly we have yet seen. | note that the member for
afternoon tea included. Aldgate, not surprisingly, had &linders is the next person likely to reach that milestone.
cocktail party and an auction. Every little community = TheHon. M.J. Atkinson: Should she get re-elected.
throughout the electorate had its own way of contributing. It MrsREDMOND: At the date of the counting of this
was interesting to see how the different communitiesecord, she was already up to 12 years, three months and
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seven days. So, presuming that we add four years on to thatust be managed. | have no difficulty with that basic idea.
figure, that would get her very close indeed to reaching thélowever, the nature of the prescription with respect to the
member for Newland'’s record. It is indeed possible, as thd&lount Lofty Ranges defies any reason or logic. It was done
Attorney suggests, that the member for Flinders could losby the minister, but at the behest of the Department of Water,
her 27 per cent margin, but | would expect that, if the membetand and Biodiversity Conservation. It now gets to control
for Flinders wants to return to this place at the next electionthe use of water in the Hills—and other places, of course.
she will have no difficulty in doing so. However, in the Hills, in particular, this can be a great
Another thing | wanted to note about the contributionproblem.
made by the member for Newland, though, is that she was The department has been unable to give any evidence
also the second longest ever serving minister for Aboriginalvhatsoever to justify this assertion that we need to prescribe
affairs in this parliament. | understand that Greg Crafterand control water use in the Hills. By way of example, many
served for seven years, but Dorothy Kotz, having served gseople have gone to the public meetings that | have attended
minister for five years, is in fact the second longest servingnd, inevitably, the question is asked: what is the scientific
male or female minister for Aboriginal affairs. It was an areapasis for this happening in the first place? Where is the
with which she dealt with a great deal of passion andcevidence that we need to do anything about prescribing
compassion in the manner with which she dealt with thevater? The representatives of the department never give an
issues which arose in that portfolio. She had a great love adnswer. The department calls these meetings ‘consultations’,
the work and of the people she dealt with, and | am sure thaut it has a very different view about what consultation
she will be sorely missed. constitutes from my view of it. Consultation, to me, is a two-
Lastly, just before | move on from the contribution madeway process where the representatives of the department
by the member for Newland, | do not know whether anyonemight listen to something that is being said by the people who
else managed to see Andrew Denton’s program last night, bate at the meeting. However, that is not the case. They come
there was a very interesting interview with John Andersonwith their predetermined agenda and their predetermined
| cannot remember the fourth—and maybe the Attorney caarrangements for what will happen, and no amount of logic,
help me—but John Anderson mentioned that there was a ruktb amount of requesting information, no amount of question-
about the four ‘D’s by which one could leave office. | ing, no amount of discussion and no amount of anything that
remember that they were disgrace, defeat and death, ancuhy member of the public does will sway these people from
cannot think of the other one that John Anderson used. Thiis predetermined agenda that they will control the whole of
word that | think applies to Dorothy is ‘decision’, because shehe water use in the Mount Lofty Ranges.
is one of the lucky people who came into this place who  So, that is the first problem with this prescription: the
managed to leave at the time of her own choosing. Some efepartment is not even having consultations. Department
us may or may not have that wonderful luxury. Many peoplerepresentatives call it public consultation, but | attended a
come into this place and do not stay for as long as they wiskeeting at the Mount Barker Golf Club and, not only did they
to do so. As | said, Dorothy was the longest serving femalgot listen to anything that was said but also they had predeter-
who has been here, and she did a good job. | think she withined what was to be written on the pieces of paper that were

be sorely missed. the so-called feedback sheets—the butcher’s paper that was
TheHon. M.J. Atkinson: What about the member for used by the numerous public servants who were there—to
Unley? He deserves some accolades. write down the responses. However, they wrote down

MrsREDMOND: | will give accolades to the member for responses that were different from the things that had been
Unley on another occasion. | want to get on with a couple ogaid by the various discussion groups. They simply wrote
matters that | hope to talk about in this Address in Reply. ldown what they wanted the findings to be. They have never
note that the speech of Her Excellency referred to sompeen able to justify the position they want to take.
environmental aims. There is one particular area of the Not only do they have no way of justifying anything they
environment that | want to address tonight, and that is theuant to do but they have done a fundamental shift in thinking,
issue of water prescription. In my experience, what thisand it is this. | have no difficulty with the idea that | cannot
government has done for the most part, in most of itsstop the flow of water down a stream and stop my neighbour
pronouncements over the past four years, is to deal a lot witBownstream from getting water. | have no difficuity with the
rhetoric, with headline grabbing and with using warm, fuzzyidea that | cannot take water from under the ground and
names for various pieces of legislation. Who could opposgeplete the underground reserves. However, | think that there
something called ‘sustainable development'? By its venhas been a quantum shift when you say that | have no right
nature, one wants to go along with that—and natural reto receive the water that falls from the heavens above onto
sources management, and so on. my property and do what | want with it when it lands. There

The issue of water prescription is of keen interest in myis the fundamental quantum shift. | seek leave to continue my
electorate. For those members who may not be aware, whggmarks.

happened is that a couple of years ago the minister for Leave granted; debate adjourned.

environment gave notice of his intention to prescribe the

eastern Mount Lofty Ranges and then, a year later, gave SESSIONAL COMMITTEES

notice of his intention to prescribe the western Mount Lofty

Ranges. There are a number of issues that | want to address The Legislative Council notified its appointment of

in that reg_ard. _ _ ) sessional committees.
Essentially, this policy that has been pursued is largely
undermining our rural communities by stealth. There is no STANDING COMMITTEES

doubt that, in this state—the driest state in the driest inhabited
continent—there is a perception—a correct perception, inmy The Legislative Council notified its appointment of
view—that water is a scarce and precious resource and standing committees.
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ADJOURNMENT

At 10 p.m. the house adjourned until Wednesday 3 May
at2 p.m.
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