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parliamentary colleagues will keep me in check, not to
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY mention the fine members of the media whose job, of course,

it is to do such things. Okay, | take it back; they are not fine
members.

The third and final thing he said to me effectively
translated into, ‘Don’t be rude to those opposite. This
seemed to be going a bit far, | thought, particularly sitting
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The SPEAKER (Hon. J.J. Snelling) took the chair at
10.30 a.m. and read prayers.

ADDRESS IN REPLY next to the member for West Torrens. Where is he? My

family story is so similar to the thousands of migrants like

Adjourned debate on motion for adoption. those in my electorate who chose to call South Australia
(Continued from 3 May. Page 109.) home so that their children would have a better life than they

did. My father came first to Australia in 1960, followed by
The SPEAK ER: Before | call the member for Hartley, | my mother in 1964, bringing with her five children, settling
remind the house that this is the honourable member# the western suburbs in the fine electorate of West Torrens.
maiden speech and | invite members to show her the usuliwas born in 1968 and from then on was dubbed ‘the
courtesies. The member for Hartley. kangaroo’ because | was the only one born here.
While almost every inaugural speech refers to one’s
MsPORTOLESI (Hartley): Mr Speaker, may | first humble beginnings—and my family’s were certainly no
offer my congratulations to you on your elevation to highdifferent from so many others—the point | wish to make
office. You make the Labor Party proud. | come to this placeabout their values is about the migration experience, a story
with a commitment to the future and an investment in theof sacrifice and struggle, a story experienced by the many
future. | stand before you with a fair amount of nervousnesshousands of migrants in Hartley. Let us remember briefly
not because this is a place with which | am unfamiliar, butwvhat it meant to be a migrant in the 1960s. For my parents it
because itis indeed an enormous privilege and honour to lmeant coming to a place they had never visited before, whose
here. For this place grants those of us who are elected to serlands and language were completely unrecognisable. There
the people of South Australia freedoms and opportunitiesvas no internet to surf or glossy brochure and there was
which we must use to shape the future, not only for our locatertainly no going back. These migrants were driven only by
communities like Hartley, to which | am enormously grateful,a chance to escape the poverty they could not break free from
but for all South Australians. in South Italy. While it was probably too late for them, they
Like many of my colleagues, who, like me, are new MPsknew it was still possible for their children to have the
| am relatively young. Although I will not be able to say that opportunities they lacked. For my parents then, the statement
for too much longer—and certainly, a marginal seat campaigfthe future is now’ had the same meaning and sense of
has aged me—my youth means that | do have a big investirgency that it does for me today, to build a better future and
ment in the future, but, for me, the future is now. That meansreate opportunities for our children.
acting now with a sense of urgency on the things that matter | reiterate that there was no going back for such migrants.
to us all, things to which | will refer shortly. | have not come In my case my parents, Rosario and Caterina, have never
to this place to stand still. | am here to work hard and to givebeen back to Italy—initially for financial reasons but later
the people of Hartley a strong voice in the ongoing dialogudoecause it would be too painful an experience to bear. They
about the sort of future we all want. left behind their mothers, fathers and siblings and, although
| also come to this place with a legacy from the past, and lot of them exchanged poverty for opportunity, many of
bring with me the values that make me who | am. These arthem did not. While there is no doubt about the prosperity of
the enduring values inherited from my family, my culture andthe children of migrants—there are so many amazing
the Labor Party, of which | have been a member for nearlyexamples in my area alone—I wonder how many of us would
20 years—the party for which I am now proud to speak inhave the courage to do what they did. | doubt that many of us
this place. Values are what you learn first at the knee of yowvould. From this experience | learnt the value of hard work
parents, and in my case, in the arms of my now 75 year-oldnd the pride that goes with that.
mother. When | started at a little local Catholic school, my So it was to be that when | was 15 my mother threw me
father said to me, with his pointed finger, ‘Sit at the front ofto the wolves and made me work in the local supermarket, the
the class, and don'’t be afraid to ask questions.’ | took th8orrensville Foodland—where the fine Leon Bignell also
advice to heart then as | do now, and although the Premiavorked, | understand—hoping that it would build my
and certain others have the front row of the class well andonfidence and self-esteem as a young person. Although |
truly bagged, as it should be, and the Labor Party caucus tabfeaded presenting at work, having to memorise all the
is rectangular, | will do my best to keep asking questions. specials for that week in the days before scanners, it was the
Afew days after the election, my father, now 81, with thebest thing she did. | will be doing the same thing to my
same pointed finger commanded me to the lounge and toldaughter. Only 13 years to go, Allegra, and you will be out
me to sit down and listen. In ltalian he said to me, ‘Now, asthere. Wanting the best for our families and children are the
you get ready to go into parliament there are three things. Thaspirations we all share, but for those who come to a new
first thing is this: only speak if you have something to say.’country there is a special edge to these aspirations and a
I thought that was pretty reasonable, and, in fact, | put it intaompelling drive to succeed. So, today is for my parents and
practice immediately at a function of the very kind Druzeall the migrants who left behind family, country and tradi-
community. | thought the community could speak for itselftions.
and | would listen for a change. The second thing my father The Australian Labor Party has been a big part of my life
said to me was, ‘Always be humble and never get abovéor the past 20 years. | was motivated to join the Labor Party
yourself.” Again, very sage advice, but as | nodded reassufer many reasons, but in particular because | was opposed to
ingly | thought, he need not worry, | am sure my caucus andhe then Labor government’s introduction of the higher
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education administration charge—the precursor to HECS. Anyone in this place who thinks they alone can get
The member for Newland reminded me recently of ourthemselves elected without the leader is a fool. In my case,
arguments about these matters at university, but | thoughtworked out early on that | had an approval rating of about
‘What's the point complaining about it—join and try to make zero and that the Premier's was significantly higher—and
a difference’, and, boy, what a difference | made! Let usdeservedly so. The good electors of Hartley appreciate the
remember who made it possible for working class kids likevision and hard work of both the Premier and his ministers.
me to contemplate a life different from the one predetermined remember a meeting where the Premier addressed candi-
for you by your family's wealth or status or, in so many of dates. He reminded us that no candidate ever died of shame,
our cases, lack of it; it was Gough Whitlam. and | was thinking, ‘God, can it get any worse than this?’ So,

At its core Labor represents values that are important td was with that in mind, dear Premier, that | erected a
me—fairness and decency, giving people a chance throudb square metre billboard of the two us at the Glynde corner.
access to education and employment and providing a safetydo not think anyone thought it was ever going to come
net to those in need, giving a voice to people in the decisiondown. To Anthony Cicocco, without whose genius and
governments make on their behalf. It has shaped me and ndngenuity there would have been no billboard and possibly no
I hope with my colleagues and community to give somethind-abor victory in Hartley, | am forever grateful. Someone
back to it. The Labor Party opened my eyes, as did universitgsked me whether | had got used to seeing my face on a
to another world. | grew up in a very strict Italian family corflute. | had the mother of all corflutes; | had the billboard!
where | was encouraged to study and work, but that was just For his support and attendance whenever | asked him, |
about it. However, in the ALP | found a loophole: as my thank the Premier and his fiance, Sasha. In fact, we have a
parents thought that the ALP fell into the category ofstreet corner meeting this weekend. His campaign skills and
studying, they approved of these extracurricular activities. Saability to read the mood of the community are second to none.
| attended many meetings of the ALP and met lots of | 5| the years of my association with this party, | have
wonderful people like Lois Boswell_and Don Frater, whoseorked with only one woman, that is, the Hon. Carolyn
place we used to meet at, and my friend in another place, thgjckjes—and, boy, what a woman she is. What that experi-
Hon. lan Hunter and Vanessa Sutch. lan, | W|II_ be .th'nk'ngence taught me is that politics treats men and women very
of you when Ilsupport.the same sex couples legislation. 'W”Hifferently in just about every way. | commit to doing
never forget introducing lan to my mother, who thought heyhatever | can to promote the interests of women, because
was a potential marriage prospect for me. | did not have theyey are the interests of a fair and just society. Although | do
heart to tell her he was gay, but | congratulate him on higo jiterally wear my Emily’s List badge today, | do wear it
recent election, and my love to his partner, Lelth.. . proudly. | thank them for their support.

The Labor Party has been very good to me, giving me a Finally, to Jay Weatherill, who taught me that you do not
chance when th_ere Were So many o_therworthy Callqd'dates'h_ave to shout to be heard. He is such a low talker. | am
not that | can think of any of them right now. | have had Soeternally grateful to him for so many things.
many good teachers and learned so much from them, S
particularly about the value of public policy and the obliga- An honourable member mteq ecting: . .
tion on us as parliamentarians to be rigorous and courageous. MSPORTOLESI: People in my office will understand
I would like to refer briefly to some of those teachers. it. We shared so many experiences together, including the

The Hon. Frank Blevins, who is here today, took pity onbirth of our children, Luc_y and Allegra—we have different
me many years ago and gave me my first political jobpartner_s, of course. | will never forget coming back from
Although the mere sight of Frank simply frightened me, whatmaternity leave on the day Mel went into labour. Boy, was
| learned from him was that, while it is important to take the! lucky! He allowed me to find my own voice, which | grant
job seriously, it is important not to take yourself too serious a8 be annoying. Within all his portfolios, he always
ly. He also advised me to always present well, as he alwayf tablished a clarlty of vision and purpose—somethlng_that
does. Frank, | am trying, but it is hard with Dorothy the IS desperately lacking now that | no longer work for him.
Dinosaur screeching in the back. | turned to Frank before my hat was a joke.
first caucus meeting, and | thank him for that. In the last 18 months, | have learnt a great deal about the

I also worked for the Hon. Terry Groom, who is a former people of Hartley, which is a rich and diverse community. |
member for Hartley. Most of us in this place know Terry. Heam sure the electors of Kensington Park are surprised to find
is what | referred to as my hardship posting because, dhemselves in the same seat as the equally fair electors of
course, at that time Terry had resigned from the governmerampbelitown. | thank each and every one of them, and |
and become an Independent. Terry, it was no hardshifgmind the government that, although Hartley sits in middle
working for you; it was an absolute pleasure. | will neverof the eastern suburbs, there are pockets of real poverty.
forget Terry’s fastidious attention to detail, which always Some public schools in the area have 60 per cent of their kids
stood him in good stead as a minister. | also will never forge@n the school card. I look forward to working with Monsignor
the bottle of $3.50 Lambrusco he used to open up on a Friddgappo in his new role to address this situation.
afternoon. Can | also mentioned the first member for Hartley, In other parts of Hartley, greening and sustainability
former premier Des Corcoran. | was so pleased to receivissues, and the cutting of red tape are important. | congratu-
recently a telephone call from his son Michael, who told mdate the government, in particular Pat Conlon, on protecting
that his dad would have approved of my preselection. Thankochiel Park and the plan for a model green village. Repre-
you, Michael. senting Hartley well also means representing all South

Following the 1993 result, | moved to Queensland whereAustralians well. The value of my relative youth means that
amongst other things, | found myself working for Waynel have a long view. The state of our community and world in
Goss, whose drive, energy and intellectual rigour are thingthe next 10 years is very real for me; it is not a nebulous
to which | can only aspire. The dignity with which he aspiration for a better world, but pragmatic self-interest, too.
resigned from office is also a lesson to us all. For me the future is now, and this means tackling issues now.
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On the night | was elected, | dedicated my victory tol will not go into detail now, but | urge members to read Dr
working mums. At the risk of alienating so many good fathersPocock’s proposals for a new Australian work/care regime,
and men, particularly in this place, | felt compelled to makewhich we must consider if we have any hope of retaining and
a point about what | think is one of the most serious issuegestoring family life. John Howard, who claims to hold family
facing our community. This is not about women versus menyalues, is doing so much so quickly to destroy Australian
it transcends that. It is about reclaiming our families in allfamilies. In the words of the late John Kenneth Galbraith:
their different Shapes and sizes. We must address the issue of The modern conservative is engaged in one of man’s oldest
balancing work and private lives or, as | have dubbed it, ‘theexercises in moral philosophy; that is, the search for a superior moral
struggle to juggle’. Of course, you might suggest that this igustification for selfishness.
driven by blatant self-interest—and it is. My daughter, whol tried to find a different quote from that quoted in the media
is gibbering in the background, was 10 months old when Ekarlier this week, but this was the most appropriate. To me
started campaigning, and she was over two years when | waisat sums up the raison d’etre of the Liberal Party. | commit
elected. But, in my humble view, this is the most pressingnyself wholeheartedly to this issue and urge other members
issue facing families and women in particular, upon whosen this place to do the same. We are all obliged to act now.
shoulders the role of primary carer usually rests. The future is now.

We are fortunate in South Australia to have Barbara Secondly, | wish to comment briefly on the issues of
Pocock, an expert in this very field, whose fine researclgitizenship and multiculturalism, which are also important to
paints an alarming picture about the nature of the lives weéne and my community. When | was doorknocking in Hartley
now lead. We all know through our own experience about met so many migrants who had a keen interest in their
how we are working harder and longer, but what doesommunity and politics but who were unable to vote because
Barbara Pocock’s research tell us? In her bbladWork/Life  they were not citizens. Why were these people, who had been
Collision published in 2003, she reports the following: here for 30 or 40 years, not citizens? | soon discovered a

In the area of paid work, between 1966 and 2002 the pfs\rti(:ipatiof'\lolJpIe of factors at p'aY- The first and most disturbing trend
rate of women in the labour market has grown by 19 percentag) the Italian community, at least, was that people were
points while for men it has fallen by 12 points. This representsmisinformed about their entittements. Not maliciously,

approximately 1.5 m women who are not available to Undertak%owever: they Jus’[ did not know. Did they have to g|ve up

unpaid work at home as they once were. The growth in the women’s. . =~ . . L . . s . -
pa?ticipation rate is pronour):ced for those aggd between 20 and 5€Ir original citizenship? Did they lose their Italian pension?

when their responsibility for dependents is most intense. he list goes on.

The weekly hours of full-time employees increased from an  The second thing | could not understand was why, in these
average of 38.2 hours per week in 1982 to 41.3 in 2001. This iglays of race riots and terrorism, is the federal government
happening in Australia at a time when other countries are reduc'”Sharging people to become citizens? Surely, if the Liberal
the working week. Party is serious about nation building—and they are
In the area of unpaid work—and, boy, would my mother benot—they could consider my proposal to waive the fee for six
rich if she was pald for her labour at home—the research sayfionths and educate and encourage pe0p|e to take that next
thatin 1997 women’s on average unpaid work hours at homstep. | am still waiting for a response to a letter | sent to the
were about 33 hours compared to men’s 17 hours a weekederal minister 18 months ago. As parliamentarians we have
About one in four Australian women is likely to remain an obligation to encourage our constituents, particularly those
childless. Participation in market work is associated with highfor whom Australia is a relatively new home, to take an active
levels of childlessness, and it is much older women like menterest in their community so that they can help shape it.
who are having the babies later and fewer of them. I hope t¥his is not a party political gesture, although | believe it is
rectify that in the next year. But some, like my friend the always the conservative forces who encourage and benefit
member for West Torrens, whom | do adore despite himselfrom a disfranchised community.
might argue, ‘Isn’t this what women wanted? Isn't this what  As a state we must also revisit and renew our commitment
feminists fought for? And what is the big deal anyway?’ Theto multiculturalism. What does it mean in this modern,
answer to the first question is yes, as women we do warflobal, technical world to be multicultural? In Hartley it has
families, careers and a clean house. We want it all becauserfieant the celebration of traditions and rituals such as
fulfils us even if it does stress us. My sister, Mary, who hadeligious processions, and boy, | have been in lots of them.
four children in about five years, and who is not well knownThese are important forms of expression in my area and | will
for her radical views, once warned me to never leave theontinue to support them in whatever way | can. Lindsay, we
labour market as she did. | will never forget that advice. Itwill keep doing it together. Where do our young people fit
matters because our way of life is rapidly slipping away. Asinto this? We must find a way, by using the things that young
Dr Pocock says: people love (like technology and music), to renew and build

Care—of ourselves, each other, our households, families andne multiculturalism of the future, for the future is now.
communities, and our quality of life, care in childhood, old age, There is already so much good work being done by people
sickness and death and our efforts to live well and to reproduce—aige Teresa Crea, and | congratulate her. As a young person,

the casualties of the collision between changing and unchangi P
spheres. "When | dreamt of a career, this is not where | saw myself

The ‘fallout’ from this collision is the loss of community and a €nding up. Strangely, like the member for Mawson, | too
shift of community from street to workplace; rising levels of guilt have a confession. | dreamt of a future in public administra-
especially for mothers; erosion of relationships and pressure on thos@n. | have to say that the role I now find myself in is not so
carers still at home. dissimilar to my early aspirations. Whether public servants
We are all paying a high price for our modern lives withoutor parliamentarians, our objective is the same, and that is the
realising it, and | am just as responsible. We are all stuck oservice of the public. As a government we cannot implement
this treadmill and cannot get off. The solution lies not inour policy agenda on behalf of the people of South Australia
turning the clock back—and | would be the first to rally without the skills, hard work and commitment of our public
against that—but in reconfiguring the way we work and playservants.
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Over the years, | have had the pleasure of meeting manyam proud of where | have come from. Members opposite
fine officers, such as Anne Howe and Sue Vardon and otheksep having a go at ministerial staff because they do not like
I will not mention for fear of giving them the kiss of death! workers getting above their station—well, not in the Labor
| believe in government and in the capacity for governmenParty; we encourage it.
to make our lives better. | also believe in the private sector To the other new MPs, | congratulate you and hope we can
and know that our job as legislators is to create an enviroriook out for each other a little. To Mark Butler, Andy
ment that welcomes and grows business. Good policy-makin@ennard, Don Farrell, Robyn, Andrew, Craig, Katrine, lan
must meet the aspirations of our constituents. For most, thisnd Charles, | thank you and all the fine people I have had the
means the opportunity to create wealth and leave a legacy fsleasure of meeting in the union movement. The Labor
our children, and our policies need to recognise this realitymovement will always have a friend in me.

For me the future is now. This means not just respondingto To my friends in the corporate sector—and there are
our communities but also helping to lead the debate on howignificantly fewer of those, like Ross Makris, John Viscari-
government can best meet the needs of individuals, familiesiio, Dino Vettese and Jim Kouts—you, too, will always have
and communities in our dramatically changing world. a friend in me. | would also like to thank the whip and her

Itis a world in which recent projections suggest that, asffice and their attempts to accommodate me and my
early as 2019, for the first time in Australia’s history the demands to spend as much time with my daughter as
number of people over 65 will outnumber children under 15p0ssible. They have been very patient. Robyn, | am still
This future picture means acting now to respond to therying to come to terms with the fact that | am an MP.
challenges and opportunities that such demographics present. g |_jz Durward, thank you for your assistance in the last
Finally, my thanks: and | will try to keep it short. The couple of weeks. To my family, in particular my parents,
campaign for Hartley was the hardest thing | have ever hagisters and brother, they gave me the best start in life—
to do: a very, very long job application. So many times Iynconditional love. They cared for our daughter for
expected it to be me in Rosemary Clancy’s shoes, not her. Myg months before a place in child care became available. To
heart goes out to her today. _ my husband Miles and our daughter Allegra: now, | may not

To my campaign team, the Hon. Gail Gago, and hepe as effusive as the member for Newiand was about the
husband Peter—Gail, | thank you for that one-track mindpeauty of his partner, but to Miles, who was a rough dia-
which is very useful in a campaign; Terry Groom, who wasmond, who gave up his life in Queensland to be with me here
so good to me, and always strangely kept me grounded angqay, | thank you.
laughing, usually at his own expense; lan Hunter, SCOtt e Hon, PF. Conlon: Can | share your special name
McFarlane, Georgie Matches, Kendra Clancy, \ﬁctoriafOr him?

Purman, Cameron Smith and Chayne Rich, and the volunteers MsPORTOLESI: No, don't share it: he is special. Our
who are too numerous to mention—I thank each and every £ ' '

Fth The victorv in Hartle i h thei iti aughter is our reason for living, even if she did tell me to
one of them. 1he viclory In Rartiey 1S as much theirs as | 'Sstop talking when she was about 15 months old. | did not

mine. | am just the one who collects the salary, and they arfave an answer. What can you expect from me in this place,

not getting their hands on that.
. . and how do | expect the people of Hartley and others, and
To my former office of the Hon. Jay Weatherill, the ever- yself, to judge me—certainly not on how long | am here,

professional Julie Vaughan, | cherish all the years we worke ut what 1 do while | am. To conclude, in the words, again
together. Victoria Purman, who taught me and forced me Q¢ 351 Galbraith: ' ' ' '

wear lipstick—I was only 36 years of age; Gaby Hummel,
who just supported me regardless; Danny Bertossa, Whoft
knew best to avoid me; Kathy Giamalis, who taught me abou? o
the real value of stilettos; Meli, Tania, Rory, Steve TippinsLet's never stop thinking.

and all the public servants, you are a great team and | am so Honourable members: Hear, hear!

proud of our association. The SPEAKER: Before | call the honourable member for

To all the ministers who made an effort to support ourFinniss | remind the house that it is the honourable member’s
election for Hartley, in particular Kevin Foley, for whom | maiden speech, and | ask the house to extend to him the usual
have a strange and inexplicable admiration. courtesies.

Members interjecting:

MsPORTOLESI: No, Kevin has made a fantastic =~ Mr PENGILLY (Finniss): Thank you, Mr Speaker. Let
transition from the role of staffer to being an MP, and | hopeme again congratulate you on achieving your high office and
| can do the same. To the member for Elder, who does welkt me congratulate all members in this house on their re-
to disguise his huge well of compassion and kindness anelection, particularly the new members. As the member for
who speaks better ltalian than | do—Patrick, non miHartley informed us, those of us who are new members are
dimentico mai quello che tu hai fatto per me. To Paula youthful team, so we look forward to the future. | support
Holloway, a true gentleman, in another place; to thethe motion and note the Governor’s speech and the proposed
Attorney-General, who | am quite fond of, thank you for direction of the government. Today | have the unique
taking me to the numerous ethnic functions. | look forwardprivilege of voicing my views in the House of Assembly of
to working with you as your parliamentary secretary. To thethe South Australian parliament. | thank the community and,
Hon. Carmel Zollo, and her husband Lou, the Italianmore particularly, record my grateful thanks to the electors
community appreciates what you have achieved; you makef Finniss for giving me that privilege and opportunity. | will
us proud. say more about the district in due course.

Can | also make mention of all the ministerial staff with  The driving force for me to enter the parliament of South
whom | worked, and whom | terrorised, particularly as theAustralia was to further contribute to the wellbeing of the
madness of the campaign set in. | remind them that they hax@mmunity and, like others, to attempt to make a difference.
a legitimate role to play in the business of government, antlany years of community service have brought me to this

The conventional view serves to protect us from the painful job
hinking.
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place; it is the culmination of a series of life experiencesultimately led to an early death at only 60 attributed to war
learning processes and a desire to assist others. | am redrvice—smoking. It was something which, at the age of 26,
driven by a supreme ego trip and long ago developed a thickias difficult for me to come to grips with. He came from
skin to get me through the tough bits. | expect it will be putCornish stock, was born and raised on Yorke Peninsula (the
to the test in this place from time to time. home of the member for Goyder) and never had anything
The Liberal Party gave me the opportunity to stand as given to him. He did it the hard way.
candidate, and the people of Finniss delivered me the chance His parish priest became his mentor and lifelong friend to
to work in their best interests. | have been fortunate to haveur family. It is a great privilege to be able to mention
a terrific campaign team ably led by Mr Park Fogarty andsomeone who has been gone for many years. That person was
including Mr lan Gillies who (I am very pleased to say, as aDonald Redding. He came out from England as a 12 year old
former Kiwi fighter pilot) has become a considerableto work on the land in Western Australia, enlisted in the
influence on South Australia, and Mr John Gardiner. I1st Light Horse for World War | and saw horrendous conflict
recognise their efforts and the efforts of many other memberahich called him to join the ministry after the war. Not
of my Liberal support team across Finniss. In addition, mycontent with sitting home, in his 40s Donald re-enlisted for
staff have rapidly pointed me in the right direction andthe 1939 to 1945 conflict and served also in the Middle East
offered me much help in the transition to becoming a nevand New Guinea theatres, including Kokoda, as a padre.
member—something that is quite different and for whichDonald was a remarkable man and his feats, particularly on
most people are unprepared, despite the life experiences ythe Kokoda campaign in looking after his men, are still
bring with you into this place. A strong and united party teamspoken about with reverence and admiration by the survivors
in Finniss was a major catalyst in winning my seat against & this day. He had an empathy for humanity that was
number of challengers and unknowns in an extremelyrofound.
difficult electoral situation. | look forward to working with Nevertheless, his humour was legendary. Once as an
all of you to act in the best interests of all South Australiansofficer and subject to privileges not accorded to the enlisted
My grateful thanks are extended to the staff of the Southmen, he secured a shipment of beer which was bound for the
Australian parliament for their combined efforts over the lasbfficers’ mess and conspiratorially got it to the ordinary
few weeks in teaching me a multitude of tasks and irranks—something that | am sure Martin Hamilton-Smith
providing a constant stream of material and advice in amvould appreciate. Also he discovered a toilet receptacle from
effort to make a humble farmer feel part of the organisation—a downed United States air force plane. He converted it into
not always an easy task. | am sure my fellow new colleaguea means of brewing beer for his men. He certainly was not
feel the same way, although a number come from totallyyour average padre. Donald went on to become an Anglican
different backgrounds to myself. Equally, and most import-bishop and the fifth member of our family. | carry his
antly, | thank my family. Jan, Tim, Sarah and Patrick havesurname as my middle name with pride. He never married
encouraged and supported me during a particularly hectiand never had children, so | am very proud of that fact.
and, indeed, tumultuous few months since my predecessor Likewise, my mother’s family have been instrumental in
Dean Brown made his intention to retire known to me. [ willmy make-up. The combination of two large families—
also speak more about him later. 14 children on either side, one of Welsh stock, one of Irish
Some comment was made during the process about nwith a bit of Scottish thrown in—joined to create a formid-
age. | putitto the house that in fact it is a most advantageousble outfit. Widowed at 52, my mother to this day is highly
age to come into the house. Rather than have a house full sfdependent and forthright in her views, something to which
young children wondering who their father is— | am sure my brother-in-law sitting in this place could attest.
Mrs Redmond interjecting: At 82 she continues to influence the island community.
Mr PENGILLY: —no offence, Mr Speaker—and a wife Indeed, she was the first woman elected to local government
left home to cope with seemingly endless tasks relating to then Kangaroo Island and is still very active in her interests,
children, mine are all adults. including providing a constant stream of advice to her son.
Members interjecting: Having watched her own father, a member of the legen-
Mr PENGILLY: Some of us are early learners. Whilst dary 9th Light Horse in World War |, cope when widowed
still imposing periods of financial pain on their parents, myin his early 60s, she adopted the same resilience on the death
children are educated, independent and productive membes$ my father and just got on with it. She became the only
of society. Family is the most critical equation in the journeyliving grandparent for my sister Angela’s children; and she
of life and | have been blessed with a background of strongever failed to recount to Anna and Kate stories and mem-
guidance and support. Jan and | are Kangaroo Island born andes of my father and also Angela’s parents-in-law (Snow’s
bred and extremely proud of the fact. Being lifelong residentparents) whom the girls never knew but whom mum did
of Kangaroo Island breeds resilience to many of the difficulknow. It has been a great legacy for them to be able to learn
ties of life and the imposition of isolation lends itself to that from my mother. Likewise, my own children have learnt
adopting a can-do mentality and develops a tolerance afbout my father, even though they were born well after his
difficult situations. death. Mum is still coming to grips with the fact that | am in
Being the child of parents brought up in the Depressiorthis place.
with their subsequent experience of World War Il puts me in  Before | move on to discuss my district, it is important to
a class of people who had different values from thosenention another islander—indeed, the first islander elected
growing up today. My father—most likely along with the to the South Australian parliament. Of course, that person
fathers of others in this place—had his youth sidelined as hevas the father of the second islander elected, the member for
fought in the campaigns in the Middle East, on the KokodeBragg. Ted Chapman was the person who expanded and
Track and in Borneo during World War 1l. My father was extended my interest in politics, notwithstanding the fact that,
essentially a pacifist. He did his duty for Australia andcoming from a Cornish, Irish and Welsh background with a
suffered long-term ramifications from the experience, whichistory of being working-class people, my family (to the
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possible surprise of some opposite) were fiercely Liberal iraction. Fortunately, that is well behind us and we are forging

their views and mostly viewed the socialist cause as a recipghead.

for disaster. Ted, as | recall fondly, was a larger than life true- The state of South Australia has home-grown product with

blue Australian. He could mix it with anyone and had aimmense potential in Dean. Despite the fact that he has left
majestic gift for the English language. It gave me great pridehis place, | urge the government to use his considerable skills
to speak at his eulogy on Kangaroo Island. in business and agriculture, and his high levels of personal

Ted’s entry into state parliament in 1973 was celebrate§ommunication and talents, in the best interests of South
on election night at the Ozone Hotel in Kingscote at whichAustralia. Political differences need to be put to one side and
he, as a non-drinker, was in his element. | can still recall hi§ur home-grown talent pool used to its full potential. The
sticking it up a couple of Labor voters who ventured into thelmpression left on me by former governor Sir Eric Neale—his
lounge area where he was holding celebrations, but that wao®mmunication skills and interest in all facets of business and
done in a spirit of goodwill and with a certain amount of life around the state during his numerous trips around the
humility. Despite that, Ted had many mates on the other sidstate—is an indication of what former leaders in business and
many of whom have congratulated me, offered advice angociety can continue to contribute, given the opportunity.
pointed out that the way to get things done in this place isto My electorate of Finniss is, without doubt, the jewel of
get on and recognise the attributes of all. Some of thos@outh Australian electorates and the provider of a good deal
opposite also believe that, as a successor of Ted's and as @hSouth Australia’s economic productivity. Situated to the
islander, 1 will still be required to provide shooting trips for South of Adelaide and comprising the bulk of the Fleurieu
them on the island. One of those persons, the Hon. JoHReninsula and my home of Kangaroo Island, it boasts a
Quirke, recently went on a trip organised by me, and we ar@roductive primary production sector producing, among other
now supplying identification for Mr Quirke, because he couldthings, beef, dairy products, lamb, wool, some vineyards and
not identify what was a wild pig and what was a heifer.@ range of crops which produce barley, wheat, canola, faba
Fortunately, his shot went astray and the heifer survived. ThBeans and oats, to name just a few. In addition, the fishing

Minister for Transport is also part of that cadre. sector is renowned for its abalone, King George whiting,

Only 12 months ago | received a call at 4.30 a.m. fromSnapper, squid, garfish and rock lobster from around Kanga-

Ted who wanted to know what | was doing. As it turned out roo Island waters to the south of Fleurieu Peninsula and the

a large school of mullet had washed up on high tide apape Je.rvis area. Ther.e is alsp a developing land-based
Western River and, if | wanted some, | was to get out o hi abalone industry on the island—indeed, the largest abalone

placebefre daylght and take a coupl o wheat bage METT 1 18 Shrn hemisprere = seted 0 Kengare
home. Ted was very unwell and unable to help in the previou : . ; . X
hours' activities bl?'g had, in his own unique \F/)vay organise n both Fleurieu and island properties. Indeed, my sister and

everybody else to do it. Being the mayor at the time, | ha rother-in-law are early pioneers of those industries.

. These industries are all a tribute to hardworking farmers
some degree of apprehension but, nevertheless, went forgf!id fishermen. The fishing industry feels threa%ened by

drive. | think that enough has been said about that. Ted’ > . o ;
contribution as the member for Alexandra, and also as spect; of government policy. It is a critical, longstanding
omestic and export industry and does not deserve to be

minister of the Crown, was substantial. He was a self-mad . -
determined and extremely capable man who had Iittlzreated with contempt or ignorance by the government or, to

. ; - .. Juote the member for Stuart, the Sir Humphreys of this state.
;ﬁzogllér;?ofgtdeW::wgst%gcstgﬁ\/; r;r;: g;rr:('jsincogg:]ug:ﬁsupport the thrust of marine protected areas and | support
Island family ' 9 9 9arqe concept of marine parks that fall out of them, if done

. . . properly. | do not support, and will be vociferous in my
The shearing dispute on Kangaroo Island, and the uniogpposition to, the targeting of some professional fishermen
bullying brought on by the AWU in the early 1970s, bloodedgng the closure of certain areas to both professional and
me in the way of politics. As a young bloke earning very little recreational fishermen in the disgraceful, cowardly and
money on the farm and making extra money working in thespiteful manner as some sort of payback and sick attempt to
shearing sheds, | was appalled and angered by being forcgdpease the ‘environmental fascist members of our commun-
to J0|n Someth|ng that Seemed d|CtatOr|a| aﬂd Compu|SOI’y anﬁy_ The future Of a hungry World demands a We”_managed
having it taken out of my wages. A number of farms wereanq productive fishing industry. We have well-managed and
black-banned for the use of non-union labour in shearingystainable fishing grounds around South Australia, none
sheds, leaving the farmers with no way to sell their wool anghore prominent than around the coastline of my electorate.
no income. One farmer involved in the dispute, Mr Brian\yie can continue to be a major source of seafood for a
Woolley, went to court and won his case. The fact that thejemanding Asian market, indeed, a world market. Blind
premier at the time (Don Dunstan) paid the fine imposed oRyejudice and electoral popularity should not be at the cost of
the union did nothing for the popularity of the Labor Party onjiyelihoods.
Kangaroo Island. The Liberal Party membership on Kangaroo  Forestry plays a part in the economic activity within my
Island increased to 400. electorate, with Pinus radiata plantations on both sides of
Likewise, | have a great deal of praise for my predecessoBackstairs Passage and, more latterly, the blue gum industry
Dean Brown. Dean has left an indelible imprint on Finnisswhich has been aggressively purchasing farmland in an effort
an electorate named after the first premier of our state. Thi® expand. This industry has created concerns and resentment
people of the electorate hold him in the highest possibléor many in the farming community, and a balanced approach
esteem on all sides of the political equation. His undoubtedn its future from government is urgently required. Whilst
intellect and capacity to develop long-term plans, both for thg@roviding a dignified exit for some farmers, it has prevented
state and within the electorate, in a multitude of situationghe further purchase of farmland by farming community
should have been given the opportunity to reach their fulmembers who are unable to match the funds in the hands of
potential and not cut off in an improper and stupid course othe blue gum industry.
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The agricultural sector is balanced by the enormouso assist Kangaroo Island it would be to have the sea recog-
influence of tourism on my region and electorate. Thenised as an extension of the national highway system (as is
Goolwa, Middleton, Port Elliot, Victor Harbor and Yankalilla Bass Strait) and to give social and economic fairness and
communities are growing at an incredible rate due to thequity to those who rely on that sea corridor for their way of
impact of chiefly domestic visitors and, largely, the hugelife, either as residents or when carrying on their businesses.
number of retirees moving to the district in search of the Forgive me for mentioning this—but I do come from that
agreeable climate, the agreeable local member, the facilitidscation—Kangaroo Island is an enormous drawcard for the
provided and the closeness to their families in Adelaidetourism industry. In particular, international visitors are
Young families are finding it a more affordable place tocaptivated by the scenery and the abundant wildlife setin an
build, bring up their children and find employment in the hostidyllic environment. Itis part of the big triangle for overseas
of lightindustries that are springing up and supporting manyisitors: the Great Barrier Reef, Central Australia and
of the existing industries such as boat building, furnitureKangaroo Island. They are the big three, and they are top of
manufacturing and others. the list for many visitors. Indeed, many international visitors

The lack of a reliable electricity supply in the South Coastwho come through Adelaide do not wish to stay in Adelaide
particularly the Goolwa area, is inhibiting growth. The lack but, rather, wish to spend an additional night on Kangaroo
of suitable TAFE facilities is limiting opportunities and Island. Projects, such as Southern Ocean Lodge which is
sending young people to the over-stretched metropolitabheing considered at present, are critical for the development
facilities. This impacts on all facets of social and cultural life. of tourism at the high end of the market. The lower end of the
There are fewer people to play sport, fewer people to benarket is being catered for, but | commend the Minister for
involved in communities and fewer people to do things.Urban Development and Planning for the way in which he
Community life is critical in the country. Sport is critical. It has approached the Southern Ocean Lodge project.
is a catalyst for communities. Saturday in the country is the As a reliable high rainfall district, Kangaroo Island has an
day you see everybody. It is an all-day event. Young peoplenormous future as a provider of food and agricultural
having to go to the mainland inhibits that. products for an increasingly hungry world. It would be a

The arts community is vibrant and diverse in its capacitywonderful and progressive investment in the future if the
and is strong throughout the Fleurieu and Kangaroo Islandjovernment could fix up the cost inhibitors in freight and
A performing arts centre for the region would be a majorpeople transport. | urge all parties to come to grips with the
catalyst for the extension of arts in my electorate. Governmatter and correct and fix up for all time this disgraceful
ments need to recognise the pressures on both the social aambmaly. Far too much populist time and money is spent on
natural environments, and commit more financial allocatiorthe feel-good approach to South Australia and the desire to
to the area by way of schools, TAFE facilities and healthattract the votes of the metropolitan area. | clearly recognise
services, to name a few. My electorate comprises one of thend understand the motives. However, it is at the expense of
fastest growing regions in Australia—even faster than théhe minority of South Australians who reside and work
member for Goyder’s. The demand, particularly for spendingutside Adelaide. In many cases they are treated as second-
on a new TAFE centre, is paramount. This is in addition taclass citizens by the incumbent government. | am by nature
an urgency to redevelop and further upgrade school facilitiea defender of justifiable minorities and a proud rural Aust-
on both sides of Backstairs Passage. ralian. It is a disgrace that that sector of South Australians

The long-term health needs of my electorate in the Soutboes not get the funding to which it is entitled and to which
Coast region need ongoing forward planning. In my view itit more than contributes by a host of taxes and charges
will be paramount to develop a plan for further expansion ofincreasing, seemingly, daily) and, more to the point, export
the South Coast District Hospital and the health servicesncome, whether that be mining or primary production.
Local dialysis services are needed to avoid the necessity for In South Australia we risk having two levels of citizens:
those requiring treatment to have to travel to the metropolitathose who take all the trappings of city life for granted, and
area on a regular basis. Also, in tandem with the commorthose who struggle to make ends meet outside the amorphous
wealth, there needs to be an increased effort to providmass of Adelaide in our far-flung state. Even in some parts
further aged-care facilities on Kangaroo Island. It is simplyof the metropolitan area, as the member for Mawson indicat-
not appropriate for the Kangaroo Island community to beed this morning, communities are struggling to cope with
faced with future relocation of residents requiring that levelpoor facilities and low incomes, which puts enormous stress
of care away from their families. Aged care is a majoron families.
concern for future governments across the nation, whether | implore the government of South Australia, more
they be state or federal. The cost to be borne by our futurparticularly my colleagues in the parliament, to more
generations in caring for our elderly is enormous, and it willadequately address equity issues in our broader community;
seriously impact on future governments of all persuasions inot just to employ more public servants and create more
all places across the nation. committees, not to jump on convenient, publicly popular

Western Fleurieu throughout the Myponga and Yankalilladbandwagons, as they surface with regular monotony, not to
districts is also struggling to keep up with demands, due tpuff and blow, but to find real solutions to real problems. The
an increase in population and, in particular, pressures put aommunity of South Australia deserves better than it is
its road networks, those roads being the main trunk routgetting. In this place, in my time here, | will have no hesita-
through to Cape Jervis, Kangaroo Island and around thion in blowing the whistle on arrogance, bullying, or other
southern dairy and farming areas of the Fleurieu. This bringanacceptable behaviour, by government members of any
me to the sea corridor to Kangaroo Island. It is a travesty opersuasion or, indeed, the public servants under their
social and economic justice that this stretch of water carriedirection.

a direct impost with huge costs on Kangaroo Island residents, It has been made more than clear to me in my short time
producers and the tourism industry by way of substantiahs a member that my electors are fed up with some of the
government charges. If | achieve only one thing in this placelictatorial government employees and their attitude to the
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public on the South Coast. It will be my mission to exposeto ride to Plymouth to arrange passage. His father was away
those misdemeanours and make them held to account fa the time and his mother said to him, ‘Don’t think of
responsible ministers and departmental heads. Having sadchything so foolish. You won't get a horse from here if that
that, | also clearly enunciate that the vast majority of publids what you wish to do.” William was determined and walked
employees are hard-working and thoroughly committed tahe 30 miles to Plymouth and made arrangements for the
their tasks. voyage. In 1840 William and his family arrived at Glenelg

I have had a long involvement in the health sector—and established a bootmakers shop and a small farm at
indeed, | worked with the former minister for health for a Plympton.
number of years—and | cannot speak highly enough of many In about 1850 William and his two eldest sons sought their
of my former colleagues, particularly Mr Kevin Egglington, fortune in the Victorian goldfields and were successful in
Mr Rick Brandon, Mrs Genevieve Hebart, Mrs Jackiefinding gold. It was in 1853 that the Pederick family pur-
Sutherland, Aboriginal health representative, Mr Stevechased their first farm in the Angle Vale area—an area where
Sumner, and Mr Jim Birch. They, and many others are anthe family farmed until 1961. It was in this area also that the
have been outstanding contributors to public health in Soutfamily of the Hon. John Dawkins established themselves, and
Australia. They have my absolute respect and | hold them ithe families have remained in contact through the genera-
the highest esteem. tions.

Likewise, my former colleagues in local government Since settling in South Australia my family has been
continue to battle away at the grassroots level. Limitedorced to relocate on two occasions due to land acquisitions
finances—and | am sure the member for Goyder would agress a result of the extension of defence activities in the
with me—and increasing demands on imposts are an attemporthern Adelaide Plains region. As a result of the latest land
to provide more with less. In this place, we need to revisit andcquisition in 1960, my parents relocated from Angle Vale
reinvest our commitment to that sector in an effort to makéo Coomandook in the Upper South East, where my family
it stand on its own and to have more capacity to delivehas since farmed, specialising in prime lamb, beef, wool,
services at local level. | challenge members to pick up and agremium grains, legumes and oil seeds. | am a fifth genera-
on the matter. We live in a nation that is the envy of much oftion farmer in the Pederick line.
the world. Working with overseas visitors over the pastfew | was born at Calvary Hospital and have lived in the
years has only enhanced that perception for me. Coomandook area all my life. I completed year 10 at

We take it for granted, mostly. We have wealth, freedomCoomandook Area School before boarding in Adelaide to
democracy and wonderful resources in Australia. Thettend Urrbrae Agricultural High School for one year. Indeed,
governments of the day are the protectors of our Australiait was as a student at Coomandook that | undertook a tour of
way of life and the architects of the future. We must not failthis place in the 1970s, with the then member for Mallee, Bill
and cannot ever be complacent about what we have, nor abddankivell. It was also my good fortune to have Dorothy, the
our future. Finally, | acknowledge the considerable challenwife of the former member for Murray, lvan Wardle, attempt
ges faced by us all, and | will work with all members of this to teach me the piano. | was thrilled to receive a letter of good
and the other place in an effort to make South Australiavishes from lvan Wardle in the week preceding the election.
paramount in the development of Australia. | thank membergronically, the same defence force that caused my family to
for their courtesy in listening to me on this occasion. ThanKeave the Angle Vale area has lured one of my younger twin
you. brothers from the farm to serve his country for the past 20-

Honourable members: Hear, hear! odd years.

The SPEAK ER: Before | call the member for Hammond, My family has a strong history of serving its country in the
I remind members that it is the member's maiden speech ardefence forces: my great uncle served in the First World War,
| ask members to extend to him the usual courtesies. two uncles served in the Second World War and my younger

brother served as a peacekeeper in Rawanda and, more

Mr PEDERICK (Hammond): | congratulate you, Mr  recently, in Baghdad. | am very proud of what my brother
Speaker, on your appointment. Before launching into Myspyis has achieved, both personally and as a member of the

speech, | wish to add my compliments to those already giveR siralian Army. My other three siblings—Heather, Graeme
to Her Excellency the Governor for the speech with which, 4 Nicolle—enjoy success in a range of occupations
she opened this 51st Parliament of South Australia and for trgenerally related to primary production, as a result of a’
work she undertakes in this state, and for the manner in whic._ =" - T ’ .

she undertakes her role. | had the pleasure of attending a Ioc‘fzé{1 ﬁg:“r;gdmg?ndscggsgﬁ? l;grl?]rillnglg ?rgn tge;‘?grvl\g:?r(r;. m)é
function in Murray Bridge where Her Excellency officiated goomandook community and }éhurch_

at the launch of an aged care facility. Her presence wa .
warmly welcomed by a%l. 4 P In 1991 | took over the management of the family farm.

I also congratulate the new members to the chamber oMy Wife Sally joined me on the farm in 1999 and not long
both sides. | especially congratulate the new members on o@fter we were blessed with the birth of our two sons, Mac-
side of the chamber—the members for Goyder, Unley anffenzie (Mack for short) and Angus. Our five year old son
Finniss. | am sure we will all make valuable and productiveMack started school at Coomandook Area School at the
contributions to this parliament and serve the people of oupeginning of this week, which was a proud moment for me,
electorates to the best of our abilities. as this is the school | attended for all but one of my school

In 1840 my great great grandfather, William Pederick,years. Before we know it, our little bloke Angus will be
made a decision to leave the family farm in England to heaattending the Coomandook Kindergarten, followed by school
to the new country of Australia. Hearing that a ship was abouit Coomandook Area School.
to leave Plymouth for Australia, he asked his wife whether Although | have worked most of my adult life on the
she would be willing to go to Australia, to which she readily family farm, | have also worked in the state’s remote northern
assented. William went to find his father to borrow a horsegas field, and as a shearer for many years throughout the
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Mallee and the South-East and as a hay contractor in Westeatonomy so that all may enjoy the highest possible standards
Australia. | have seen many changes in farming in what mayf living, health, education and social justice.
be considered by my father as my short time in farming. |  Unlike the former member for Hammond who, in his
cannot imagine the changes my father has seen in his 80-odthiden speech—
years. He often tells tales of his time ploughing paddocks An honourable member interjecting:
behind a team of horses. But, on the other hand, he was the Mr PEDERICK: —you know him—promised to make
hardest to budge from behind the wheel of the 300 horsémprovements and not friends; to make decisions through
power Case tractor we used to own. consultation, not confrontation; to promote understanding and
| have seen production levels increase to huge levels, witlisight, not antagonism and acrimony; and to represent the
no real financial benefit to the farmer due to high input costgeople, not institutions or organisations; and who failed
and low commodity prices. | have seen families split up dueniserably during his last term in office to meet any of these
to financial stress or leave the land out of sheer exasperatiopromises—I promise to be honest, respectful, forthright, and
Being a farmer today is no walk in the park. Gone are thdo represent the wishes of the people of Hammond. | intend
days of the landed gentry and the new Statesman in the shéd.do this in a manner that is acceptable, and supported by my
Times are tough in the bush, and people are hurting. Theonstituents, that is, like the old BP advertisements used to
tough will ride it out and prosper, as cyclical history tells ussay, as a quiet achiever, without the flowery and verbose
that farming will once again attract the financial returns itdissertations often delivered in this chamber.
deserves. | have been involved in local community activities, The electorate of Hammond is built upon a strong, proud,
such as football, tennis, CFS— independent, conservative community, a community that
An honourable member interjecting: would rather work hard and strive to survive than complain
Mr PEDERICK: —yes, Borders—the Bachelor and !oudly and wait for handouts, and a community that has
Spinster Ball Committee, the Hall Committee and, more?iréady been dealt any number of bad hands and still comes
recently, the School Governing Council. out a winner. That is the community in which I have grown,
Members interjecting: continue to I|ve_ and intend raising my family, and where hgird
Mr PEDERICK: Go. the Sandblasters! | was involved work and persistence rewards those who persevere. It is an
N : absolute privilege to be able to represent these people of

for many years in South Australian Rural Youth, as a membelﬁammond Many people | know or have met have asked me

and on the executive committee, and | continue to enjoy thﬁ/hy | wanted to enter parliament as the member for
many long-term friendships through this once eXteNSVgy mond. The answer is easy: | did not believe that the

my personal ar_1d professu_)nal life. I chose to lead by example, that is, | was not happy with the
When | was in my twenties, | was fortunate enough to takeeresentation Hammond had in parliament and decided to

part in a rural youth exchange study tour of America andy, something about it. Again, that is the Mallee way of doing
Canada. This tour certainly opened my eyes to the opportunihmgS: work hard and fight for a positive future.

ties available in primary production and the many experiences Tnhe electorate of Hammond was named after Ruby

overseas travel offers. o _ Florence Hammond, 1936-1993, who spent many years

My involvement with industry organisations has contri-working for the advancement of the state’s Aboriginal
buted to my interest in politics and community leadership. lyopulation. Ruby was the first Aboriginal person to stand for
have been a member of the Murraylands Regional Develogederal parliament in South Australia, and her premature
ment Board, the South Australian Agricultural Bureau, thegeath brought a close to a remarkable life, a life that had
South Australian Triticale Growers and Marketersdeep|y touched many Aboriginal people on the path towards
Association, the Kondinin Group, and the South Australianeconciliation.
Farmers Federation. My membership with these organisations The Hammond electorate has been extended and retracted
has allowed me to take a committed interest in local initiapn a number of occasions. As an example, the electorate of
tives, including sustainable regional business developmen{ibert from 1956 to 1977 included only about half of the
and education, as well as employment growth and economigrrent electorate of Hammond, taking in much more of the
development for the Murraylands region; landcare; besypper South-East region, which my respected colleague,
practice farming techniques and primary productionpitch williams, now represents.
technology. Mr Williams: And very well.

While | have leased the family farm, my family rootsare  Mr PEDERICK: And very well. A name change to
in farming, and | will always be supportive of those who Mallee and a boundary change in 1976, which took effect
work hard to make a living off the land. | am a proud from 1977 to 1985, meant an extension to the north into what
community member, and | look forward to my sons havingwe call the Northern Mallee, and an extension to the south,
the same opportunity that I had growing up in the region—awhich meant the townships of Kingston, Robe and Beachport
quality education at the Coomandook Area School, lots ofvere included. Further name changes have included Murray-
space to run wild, and a warm and protective community irMallee, Ridley and, finally, Hammond. With these name
which to live. changes came a number of boundary changes to the north,

Being a member of the Liberal Party has been verysouth and west. Luckily the South Australian-Victorian
important to my political career. | support the Liberal Party’sborder is the eastern boundary of the electorate, or | expect
beliefs, including the innate worth of the individual and thethat boundary would have been extended and retracted as
right to be independent, to achieve, and the need to encourageny times as the others.
initiative and personal responsibility, as well as the equality The current boundaries of Hammond are as follows: to the
of opportunity, with all Australians having the opportunity west, the River Murray, Bremer River, Finniss River and
to reach their full potential in a tolerant community. | believe Lake Albert, whilst in the east, the district extends to the
in freedom of choice and the encouragement of a robustictorian border. This large rural electorate, covering over
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17 000 square kilometres, includes the expanding townships Mental health support is under-resourced in Hammond.
of Murray Bridge, Strathalbyn, Tailem Bend, Karoonda andSuicide is on the rise, and Hammond is no different from
Lameroo, and the local government councils of the Rural Citanywhere else. Our communities have seen the loss of many
of Murray Bridge, District Council of Karoonda East Murray, members, including young people with what seemed to be the
Southern Mallee District Council, and parts of Coorongworld at their feet. These very important services cannot be
District Council, Mid Murray Council and Alexandrina provided on a once-a-month or travel-to-Murray-Bridge
Council. With these boundary changes has come greatéasis. It is vital that our state continue to provide adequate
diversification of cultures. The Hammond electorate nowaged care facilities, mental health and community health
encompasses a number of primary industries includingervices within and accessible to our communities. The health
dryland agriculture, irrigated horticulture, intensive animaland wellbeing of our communities also requires support with
production, viticulture and, of course, the dairy industry. adequate primary health programs. Our state needs to find

Statistics from the Murraylands Regional Developmentetter ways to attract and retain health professionals in our
Board, which covers a slightly larger area than the Hammongegional areas, whether locally trained or from overseas. We
electorate, show that while the Murraylands comprises onljeed to be more proactive in attracting the right people so that
2.7 per cent of the available land for primary production incommunities receive a decent level of health care.
the state, it produces: 30 per cent of the state’s dairy, and The electorate is lucky to have a range of both private and
50 per cent of the total value of milk products; 35 per cent ofpublic education facilities, and | applaud the teaching staff
the state’s pig production; 22 per cent of the state’s chickewho have made a commitment to work in our region. Our
meat production; 40 per cent of the state’s onions; 40 per cesthools are the hub of our communities, often housing play
of the state’s potatoes; 30 per cent of the state’s carrotgjroup, kindergarten and the community library. It is import-
30 per cent of the state’s glasshouse-greenhouse vegetablgst that we keep these high level facilities available to our
40 per cent of the state’s olives; and boasts over 50 differefommunity members and encourage their continued use. The
horticultural crops. huge maintenance backlog in our public education facilities

In addition to primary industries, manufacturing andis of concern. This must be addressed immediately to ensure
processing industries are expanding at a rapid rate in thiée safety of our students and the quality of the services being
region as opportunities to value-add are realised. Oveprovided. The majority of roads within the electorate of
$900 million of primary product is produced or processed irHammond are in need of major upgrade, requiring a large
the Murraylands region on an annual basis. The region boasjection of funds. There needs to be greater road funding
the state’s largest export abattoir for the processing of regrovided by all levels of government.

meat, including lamb and beef. Traversing Hammond are two of the main road transport
Furthermore, state-of-the-art technology has beermoutes in this state: the Mallee Highway, linking South
employed in the recent establishment of pork abattoirs in thaustralia to the eastern seaboard, primarily Sydney and
region. The lack of unskilled labour in the region may be theBrisbane; and the Dukes Highway, linking South Australia
only obstruction to further expansion. However, importationto south-eastern Australia, primarily Melbourne. It is
of labour from other regions, interstate and overseas, hdmperative that major road upgrades in Hammond include a
meant that delays to expansion have not occurred to any gregdal carriageway from Tailem Bend to the state border near
extent. The Murray Bridge and Monarto areas are now highlBordertown, and realignment and rebuilding of the Mallee
sought after by city-based businesses looking for more spa¢¢ighway from Tailem Bend to the state border near Pinnaroo.
to operate within striking distance of Adelaide. The numbelThe development of a north-south freight corridor that will
of businesses focused on engineering and light industridlypass Adelaide and allow greater freight linkages between
manufacturing has grown substantially within the region. the south and South-East with the Mid North must be a high
Tourism is a growing industry in the region. The River priority for this state. The region is perfectly situated to
Murray is a huge lure to the region, with many visitors become a future logistics and transport distribution hub for
utilising our award-winning houseboats, cruising on historicSouth Australia, due to its easy access to road and rail
paddle steamers or partaking in water sports such as watdrastructure, linking the state to the eastern seaboard.
skiing or fishing. Monarto Zoo continues to be a major  The impact of crime is an ongoing issue for all South
drawcard for the region, attracting nearly 100 000 visitorsaystralians. It is time to get tough on perpetrators of crime.
annually. The region’s tourism marketing board has beepetty crime, such as vandalism and break-ins, are clearly
highly successful, winning numerous state tourism awardgffecting our way of life and causing some older and less
and being inducted into the National Tourism Hall of Fameggile community members to be prisoners in their own homes
for winning three consecutive national awards for tourismoyt of fear for their personal wellbeing. Business owners and
marketing. Visitors to the Murraylands region spend arpperators are sick of paying huge insurance premiums to
estimated $71 million a year. cover the cost of crime, and our communities are left shaking
Our rurally based communities have continued to suffetheir heads at the low penalties being handed down to
from withdrawal or regionalisation of health services, andperpetrators of serious criminal offences. It would be
obstetric services are limited to large regional centre hospiencouraging to see a greater presence of police in the
tals. If families are located some distance from thesédammond area, with a proactive approach to crime instead
facilities, quite often the mother-to-be is forced to find of the current reactive trend. The River Murray is undoubted-
accommodation close to the hospital to await the new arrivdy the lifeblood of the electorate of Hammond, as well as the
or take the risk of making a long drive when the time finallywhole of the state. Strategies that return environmental flows
arrives. Limited aged care facilities have caused grief to mangnd reduce salt loads to the river system need to complement
families as older family members are forced to take ahose that support sustainable production. Protection of the
placement in a town or rural city located some distance fronRiver Murray and the industries and communities it supports
the family and the family property. must be paramount to our state; and, as a state, we must
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oppose the Victorian government’s plans to establish a toxitransfer the land, leaseholders are finding that they are now
waste dump proposed within 14 kilometres of the river.  required to surrender significant portions of their leases to the
Our irrigation-based industries contribute enormously tagovernment, often losing their best production land and
our state’s budget and must be protected and complementgdluable water frontage. Leaseholders are also expected to
by legislation and through the implementation of strategieoot the bill for the survey costs, often running into thousands
that focus on sustainable production. Utilisation of groundand sometimes tens of thousands) of dollars. Many of these
water resources for irrigated horticulture in Hammond hadeaseholders have been managing these areas, spending
also caused concern to those seeking to use this resource tmnsiderable time and money undertaking works for both
stock and domestic purposes. A balance needs to be strupkoduction and environmental restoration purposes. These
to ensure that all users gain without depleting the resource tareas when returned to the government would be retained by
highly. Future strategies that are planned to minimise impacthe Crown, with pest management processes being managed
on the River Murray, which have the potential to impact onby natural resources management boards.
reliant communities, need to include social impact studies | take issue with the freeholding process now being
prior to commencement. Too often the impacts on theémplemented and the cost and personal impact itis having on
communities are not considered, considered too late or nétammond community members. | also have concerns that the
managed appropriately, causing huge and often lifelongnanagement of these tracts of land will diminish markedly
impacts, such as suicide, family breakdown and the like. Thence ownership is removed from the original leaseholders.
impact to our regional dairying communities as a result of théhis will cause more environmental degradation and more
rehabilitation of the Lower Murray swamps has been &aost to the state.
primary example of how not to do things in the future. Shared The management of leases associated with the historic
responsibility is the way forward for the River Murray. All Milang shacks is also causing great angst for many Hammond
users—whether it be for economic gain, domestic use oconstituents. The Milang shacks, for those not familiar with
recreational purposes—need to take responsibility for the wathem, are a collection of small holiday shacks that were built
in which they use the water. in the mid-1900s. The shacks are very small and were built
Lack of infrastructure is limiting development in closely together, which encourages a community type effect
Hammond, while primary and secondary production, as wellluring holiday periods. Originally there were no sewerage
as manufacturing, are moving ahead in leaps and bounds systems plumbed to the shacks, and the holidaymakers would
Hammond. Some segments of these industries are beigad off to use the nearby caravan park ablution blocks. A
constrained due to the lack of appropriate power and wateseptic tank effluent disposal system recently has been built
infrastructure. Mobile telephone and internet services in théo service the Milang shacks.
region are patchy and unreliable to say the least. Hammond Many shack leaseholders have made major improvements
is under threat of lagging behind the rest of the state antb their shacks and second, third and fourth generations are
nation when it comes to product marketing, businessiow enjoying the benefits of holidaying in the Milang region.
management, education and risk management due to tAdis idyllic setting is now under threat. Current arrangements
restrictions these poor services cause. Lengthy serviago not allow the transfer or sale of shack leases, which means
failures, including electricity and telephone failures (sometermination of the lease upon the death of the leaseholder.
times lasting up to 24 hours), are common and cause maj@nce this occurs the shack is demolished, which results in the
disruptions to business and families and are a huge safelyss of tradition, culture and history for the family, Milang,
concern. In Hammond we have two major mining enterprisethe region and our state. A moratorium needs to be introduced
about to commence, one at each end of the electorate amdmediately to review the freeholding processes that are
each having individual circumstances that need to be handldzbing implemented and to ensure that the best outcome is
carefully to ensure the retained health and viability of thegained for all.
surrounding communities. Regional bus services are suffering the impacts of cost
In the first instance, the proposed open cut Australiasavings. Recently, the public bus service in Murray Bridge
zircon mineral sands mine in the Mindarie region needs to be/as scaled back considerably to ‘dial-a-ride’ like arrange-
managed, and the land rehabilitated appropriately to ensureents that do not suit the primary users of public transport
that farming soils are not degraded or made more susceptibile Murray Bridge, such as the aged and welfare dependent.
to wind erosion. At the other end of the electorate is thd have committed to personally review this system over the
below ground Terramin lead and zinc mine at Strathalbynnext 12 months to ensure that the most appropriate and user
This proposed mine is located 1.7 kilometres from Strathalfriendly systems are in place for our communities. | will also
byn schools. | strongly believe that we need to undertakée taking a keen interest in the progress of our transport
blood lead level testing in children to ensure that we undersystems in the wider Hammond region to ensure that our rural
stand baseline blood lead levels and have the greateshsed communities do not suffer due to distance.
opportunity available to identify any potential changes. | have For any number of years now landowners with properties
been assured that the likelihood of lead poisoning is negliadjoining crown land (such as conservation parks) have had
gible; however, the community has legitimate concerns thaheir properties, lives and livelihoods threatened by bushfires
must be addressed to ensure peace of mind. Also, enviromaging out of control and spreading onto their properties from
mental concerns need to be addressed, such as dust, noise trabe adjoining crown lands. Through the adoption of best
waste management, to ensure that the surrounding natuiaiactice methods and legislative enforcement, land-holders
resources are not negatively impacted. Both these proposédve undertaken practices such as the building of firebreaks
mining ventures have the potential to bring economic gain téo protect their properties and lives. The recent bushfires
nearby communities and the electorate through greater wodtarted by lightning in the Ngarkat Conservation Park raged
force opportunities and increased spending ability. out of control onto adjoining properties due to insufficient
Through the process of converting perpetual land leasemanagement of the fire fuel within the park boundaries.
to freehold for the purpose of retaining the ability to sell orFurthermore, fire management practices undertaken by
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national parks staff have caused long-term and sometimeasgho is in the audience today, said on the steps the other day,
irreparable damage to private property. ‘It's a long way from picking rocks and shearing sheep.’
The state needs to take a better approach to managing Honourable Members: Hear, hear!
bushfires and the risk of damage to property, life and )
livelihood as a result of bushfires originating on crown land. MsBEDFORD (Florey): While the member for Ham-
Management measures such as controlled burn-offs arfiond is being congratulated, | note that it is probably quite
development of effective firebreaks need to be implementefiting that | follow him because, as duty member for
to minimise risk and protect adjoining property. | believe Hammond, myself and my ‘Florey mobile’ spent a great deal
these measures need to be undertaken in consultation wi@h time steaming up the freeway. In fact, | spent many a
adjoining landowners to ensure that regionally appropriat@appy Sunday afternoon in Murray Bridge and Strathalbyn
management practices are used. with the Labor Party members in that area, those courageous
My vision for Hammond is for vibrant and prosperous PeoPIe.. ) ,
communities that retain and build on the strength and !N rising to support the motion, sir, | congratulate you and
independence of their forebears; that our primary producerll those appointed to serve the parliament and the state and
are rewarded for their hard work and perseverance; that Al members elected to this 51st parliament. | WOL_JId alsp like
opportunities for industry development across the board ar® thank the DEOP|€‘ Qf the Florey e!ectorate for thelr. gontlnyed
realised through business support and infrastructure expauPpPort and faith in me as their MP. My priorities will
sion; that regional and rural based communities have acce§8ntinue to be access to strong health, education and public
to high quality health, aged care, transport and education#iansport systems, the right for everyone to participate in
services; that our youth are retained and that we attract othe@9Ciety by having employment choices in safe workplaces,
such as health and education professionals; and that we wokid women's issues—particularly around birthing, child care
cooperatively to achieve a positive and proactive future. and equity for women in both the workplace and sporting

In finalising this, my maiden speech in parliament, | wish€ndeavours. , o
to thank my father, Bob, for his understanding and his Working closely with the community is an honour | do not

support. | am not sure that he was entirely convinced thdgke for granted, and | am always grateful for the information

leasing the farm and heading for parliament was such a godd® suggistionls that | }:nearhfrom_ my ctr)]nst_ituents. | have
idea. With the utmost respect, | would like to thank mywife,a\."’ays acknow ed'ged that there Is muc . wisdom at fund-
aisers, sporting fixtures or barbecues, if only we would

Sally, for her ongoing assistance, friendship and belief in me, . 3 .
I know that she will always be my greatest supporter, an sten. The issues raised with me locally and at the state level
will be pursued.

also my greatest critic. | thank my sons, Mack and Angus, fo X . .
y9 y d Listening has been the cornerstone of the swing that has

always having a smile for me, and | thank my friends for their
steadfast support and camaraderie. seen the Rann government returned, and | acknowledge the

| also take this opportunity to thank my in-laws, Dorothy performance of ”.‘? Premier and h!S cabinet team in Iead_ing
and Dick Abernethy, who, whilst having a different political the.state'to a position Wherg the wider electorate recognised
viewpoint to me aIV\’/ays fooked after our boys so that Sall heir obvious ability, dedication and hard work. | would also

and | could campaign effectively over the past 12 months. ""? to thank Scott, _Cathy, Joanne and the staff of the ALP
AR office for their assistance under the real pressures of a
An honourable member interjecting:

X ) ) campaign. Thanks also to Barry Oates and his staff for the

Mr PEDERICK: We might be battling; | think they voted  gq0th running of the Florey ballot and also to Kay Mousley
forLeon. and the SEO staff for a well-run election.

Members interjecting: Elections are the most easily identified sign of a democra-

Mr PEDERICK: | will introduce you to them. | would  cy. | often say to people that democracy happens every day,
also like to thank my campaign manager, Norm Paterson, angbt just once every (now) fixed term of four years. The
my committee, including Jeanette Eckert, who is here todayfficiency and integrity of the Australian electoral system is
a group of dedicated people undertaking a sometimegghtfully recognised world-wide—long may it live and long
thankless task. The commitment of this team of volunteersjve the humble pencil. Hopefully we will never be the victim
from a variety of backgrounds and all with valuable experi-of a US-style vote with different voting systems in different
ence, was extraordinary, highly admirable, and a true assetates and all one day hinging on a Florida-style outcome.
to the Hammond campaign. Running for election in Australia still remains an option

| wish to thank my mentors, my colleagues and the Liberafor most people. While campaign costs are beginning to creep
Party of South Australia. In particular, | would like to thank up | hope we never see the day when having access to
David Ridgway, Terry Stephens, Michelle Lensink, Carolinemillions of dollars, an accident of birth or even allegiances
Schaefer, John Dawkins, Mitch Williams and Martin are the only precursor to nomination. In this campaign we
Hamilton-Smith, as well as federal members Patrick Seckegsaw the emergence of real swings to Independents, something
Alexander Downer, Senator Jeannie Ferris, Senator Amandaat adds a new dimension to parliament and sends a warning
Vanstone, Senator Alan Ferguson and Senator Nick Minchito the big parties who control the two party system. At its best
for their help and guidance during my campaign. | would alsche two party system is a real strength in delivering progress-
like to acknowledge John Burston and the team at Liberal/e change for society, and we see many good things with the
Party headquarters for all their efforts and assistance.  two party system when it works efficiently. However, it can

Finally, | would like to thank my community and my become a weakness when it does not function for the good of
constituents for having faith in me. | am greatly honoured thathe electorate. Minor parties are continuing to emerge,
they elected me to represent them as their member @haking varying contributions and offering choices in policy.
parliament in the House of Assembly. | look forward to | would like to pay tribute to the other candidates of all
building a positive future for Hammond and serving theparties at the election. It is a big investment, both financially
electorate to the best of my ability. As my good friend David,and emotionally, to offer yourself as a candidate. Many first
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time candidates are never seen again whilst some continue Mr RAU (Enfield): | congratulate the Governor on her

and eventually become elected to this place. | hope one suelddress and the opening of the parliament. | congratulate
candidate will be Mary-Lou Corcoran—a fine community Mr Speaker on his election, and | am sure that he will do an
campaigner and, as the daughter of the late Des Corcoragxcellent job in that role. | am only disappointed that he has
part of the ALP tradition. She is a really hard worker and Inot chosen to wear the wig on all occasions. | congratulate,
congratulate her on her campaign. you, Madam Deputy Speaker, on your election, and | am sure

Major parties offer some support to candidates and iryou will also distinguish yourself in that role. | thank the
Florey and a number of other local north-eastern electoratedectors of Enfield for placing their trust in me for another
we saw an unprecedented amount of federal funding expenterm. | express my thanks to Paul Sykes and his family, Mel
ed by incumbents on campaigning at the state level; howevetocking and her extended family, Edgar Agius AM (whom
I think it is obvious how important it remains to have local we refer to as Sir Edgar), councillor Tolley Wasylenko,
knowledge and ties to the community that you hope to serveBarbara Wasylenko, Jim and Wanda Tilley and all the others,
While there is no doubt that election cycles exist and that wevithout whose help | could not have done at this last election.
are on the crest of a wave at the moment, it is hard work thdtthank my family and, in particular, my wife Anna and our
has seen a trend established in many electorates, repayialildren for putting up with the consequences of my involve-
effort and recognising that the best interests of the communitgnent in political life.
are always placed first and foremost in all we do in this My family have made considerable sacrifices to enable me
government. | congratulate all the new members whose haid pursue my hitherto rather unsuccessful attempts to improve
work has delivered success and a majority government, ar@ir community. The alternative open to me of a life out of the
wish them well in their time in this place. public eye spentin a financially and intellectually rewarding

Atthe declaration of the poll in Florey, and absorbing theprofessional activity is one that my family has forgone on my
final result, | was reminded of the line once famously usedccount. My congratulations go to the Premier on a great
by someone many in this house admire, the former prim&ictory. Congratulations also should go to David Feeney, who
minister Paul Keating, when he said, ‘What a beautiful set obrganised one of the best campaigns | have ever seen. My
numbers.’ The hard work | talked about that delivered sucltongratulations to all the new MPs on both sides. | am sure
a fine result in Florey came through the dedication of myyou will find in this place many things you expected and
staff: Tabitha (who has been with me from the first day of mymany you did not. | am committed to working during this
election in 1997), Steven, Scott, Paul and Gary and, whenevegrm on the same broad project as | began on my initial
| needed them during the campaign, Matthew and myelection in 2002. | am committed to representing my constitu-
daughter Lenneke, who has become a secret weapon. | shoeldts to the best of my ability and to articulating policy
have had more children, as she and her brother Oliver ataitiatives which will impact in a positive way on their lives.
now adults and, along with his wife Vania, they have been | will continue campaigning for changes in Housing Trust
listening over the years and have become great campaigmlicies and the Residential Tenancies Tribunal in relation to
helpers—mostly, | hope, because they have decided, withouwthat is known as ‘disruptive tenants’. | acknowledge in
too much pressure, that their mum stands for the sorts gfarticular the work of minister Weatherill in tightening up
issues that are important and often talks real sense. Ballyese policies so far, but a lot needs to be done before the
Olivia has begun to help in her own small way now, as welloverwhelmingly well behaved majority are adequately
and we welcome her to our little campaign team. protected from a small minority of sociopaths. My constituen-

I would also like to thank the formal campaign team of cy has far more than its appropriate share of individuals who
Florey—that lean, mean, small and efficient band for whomare not participating in South Australia’s current bout of
no job is too big. They are too many to name but they knowprosperity. Many of these individuals are leading miserable,
who they are. This election night party was the best ever anempty lives. They endure the consequences of welfare
I would like to especially thank all those involved in the dependency, violence, substance abuse, mental illness and
preparation of the venue as well as the karaoke man, wheuch like every day. Unfortunately, this misery has been
managed to squeeze in songs between crosses to the ABGntributed to by decades of misguided government policy
tally room and the inevitable speeches. To my sub-brancht all levels.
members, my union and party colleagues—all good and true, The first policy failure is the sanctification of ‘victim-
loyal to the light on the hill—I value those whom | can truly hood’. Governments dispense largesse in response to the
call comrade. attainment of victimhood. This has been highlighted in

I would like to thank my friends. Even though MPs’ important papers by Noel Pearson. This is not a system that
working lives are notorious for late nights and ridiculoussupports luckless individuals through hardship. No thinking
work schedules | have managed to maintain friendships witperson could possibly quibble with such a system. In some
some really wonderful people and make a few new ones;ases it has become an inter-generational lifestyle choice to
particularly this year and the last couple of years—Coraliethe great cost of the individuals involved and at a great cost
Nancy and Adrian. Again, | should not start naming nameso our society. Nowhere is this appalling failure more evident
but | would particularly like to mention Jim the Interstater, than in the inexcusable squalor in which a significant
who is better than a lucky rabbit’s foot, and my legal eagleproportion of Aboriginal people continue to live.
David—both have always been a great source of support and A second great policy failure which is associated is ‘harm
good advice. minimisation’. This sounds superficially warm and fuzzy.

To my family, spread throughout Australia—I am very, Indeed, the words themselves almost invite a nodding assent.
very lucky and no superlatives will do. Finally, | would like However, the fact is that, more often than not, harm minimi-
to thank the constituents of Florey for again entrusting in mesation is code for: ‘We have abandoned all hope of addressing
their voice and vote in parliament. Everyone | have menthis problem and we will focus our energies on the applica-
tioned in this contribution has worked very hard to earn thigion of bandaids.” The degree to which bureaucracies are
right and we will not let you down. prepared to substitute harm minimisation for a comprehensive
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policy solution is frightening. It is only limited by the applying to strata and community titles is long overdue. Over
accurate perception on the part of harm minimisatiorthe last four years | have had hundreds of complaints from
advocates that, if the consequences of their views were todividuals throughout South Australia concerning the
become generally comprehended, there would be a publedministration of these land holdings. My report to govern-
outcry of tremendous proportions. ment on this issue, delivered in the middle of the last term,
Take for example the periodic discussion of heroinwill hopefully soon be acted upon. In the area of local
‘shooting galleries’. These policies, much cherished by thgovernment, much still has to be done. The current system is
harm minimisation lobby, stick impossibly in the public craw. unbalanced and leaves council administrations holding all the
The practice of placing needle exchange programs in are@srds. This imbalance is often used in the City of Charles
renowned for high public housing concentrations and drugsturt, for example, to shamelessly bully and intimidate
use, such as the Parks in my electorate, are another examplected members. The State Records Act needs to be amended
of this. In the context of substance abuse, ‘harm minimito prevent council administrations snooping on elected
sation’ is being embraced as a substitute for zero-toleranaeembers. Administration continues to deny councillors
policing, broad bureaucratic intolerance of drug abuse andccess to vast stores of relevant information and treats many
compulsory rehabilitation: it is not a substitute. It merelyelected members like mushrooms.
affords the promoters of drug use the opportunity of expand- But there is more ahead in this term than continuing with
ing their market to new users and suspends existing addictgorks in progress. | believe that we are at a fundamental
in an endless twilight zone of institutional support. Thesecrossroads in the constitutional relationship between the
policies contribute substantially to a depressing roundabodéderal government and the governments of the various states.
of substance abuse, violence, imprisonment and mentdihis is particularly apparent in a small state like South
illness, all played out against a backdrop of public housingAustralia, where federal financial muscle has such enormous
estates. impact. The Howard federal government has been very
A third policy failure of governments over the past few successful in its electoral terms, and this is in no small part
decades can be seen in the benign sounding policy afue to the formidable political skills of the Prime Minister.
‘deinstitutionalisation’. This policy failure has been driven The fact is, however, that the Prime Minister and the
by a potent cocktail of fuzzy Marxist sociology and graspinggovernment he leads present a deep political irony. The man
bean counters. Purpose-built institutions designed to care fevho did so much to discredit the claustrophobic, politically
the mentally ill have been emptied, closed off and sold. Ircorrect, elite opinion of the mid-1990s is himself the most
theory, the mentally ill—many of them due to substancedoctrinaire of economic zealots. He is a man who believes in
abuse, | might add—expelled from these institutions were tthe economic equivalent of fairies at the bottom of the
be cared for in the community. In fact (and my electorate igyarden. The big lie that there is such a thing as a free market,
a great example of this), too many are now either within theor a level playing field, or free trade, has been swallowed by
prison population, or dumped in public housing withouthim hook, line and sinker. His abandonment of rural and
adequate support, or just simply living rough. In a civil regional Australians to this economic fantasy is only margin-
society, it is an outrage that the mentally ill are imprisonedally less reprehensible than that of his coalition colleagues,
as criminals or dumped unsupported into isolated lives wherthe National Party.
they plumb the depths of their own despair. Thisis not going The man who used to drive the debt truck around Canberra
to change until there is a recognition that the underlyingo highlight how much we owed overseas has presided over
policy is wrong and needs to be rethought. Only the wilfullythe biggest debt binge in our nation’s history—all in the name
blind cannot see that these policies have failed. Unfortunatesf economic orthodoxy. The man who leads the Liberal Party,
ly, these same people believe that these failures are due to thivbich has always defended the rights of states, has done more
fact that the policies have not been implemented thoroughlthan any other Prime Minister to impose the will of Canberra.
enough. A lot of pain will be involved before reality dawns. The man who claims to be a great admirer of our British
Some people have invested a great deal of time, effort and/estminster traditions has done more than any other Prime
reputation in what has turned out to be a public policy cul-deMinister to fast-track the Americanisation of our society and
sac. | believe that this government has the courage to face andlture, to our great cost. These are issues to which | believe
confront these uncomfortable truths. The laws relating t@ll members of all state parliaments around this country
compulsory treatment of individuals with mental iliness areshould be directing their attention. | certainly will over the
also inadequate. They need to be strengthened to ensure thakt four years. | would like to give a couple of specific
appropriate treatment for the protection both of the mentallygexamples.
ill and their neighbours are in place. Waffly arguments about The outstanding current example is the imposition by the
human rights are little better than a cruel irony. The individu-Howard government of a federal industrial relations system,
als concerned are locked into a miserable merry-go-round afhich is entirely alien to our industrial culture and history.
treatment, spiralling down into misery, incarceration, sociallhere is no doubt that anyone reading the federal constitution
ostracism and then more treatment. All too often, this onlywill see that it contemplated the states running their own
ends with suicide or death through misadventure. industrial systems, with the commonwealth only having a role
I will continue to campaign for decent reform of the real in respect of the prevention and settlement of industrial
estate industry in South Australia. |1 hope that the newdisputes extending beyond the limits of any one state. What
minister has this issue at the forefront of her thoughts as welthe commonwealth has done may ultimately be constitutional
I have been campaigning for this for over four years, and | anbut it is a radical destruction of the fabric and spirit of the
very disappointed that no legislation has yet been enacted federal constitution.
protect the community—and honest real estate agents, | might This new industrial system is a massive step in a process
add—from the ravages of cowboys. | will be taking specialthrough which the egalitarian Australian ethos will be
interest in any legislation brought forward to ensure that idestroyed. It will be replaced by an Americanised system
adequately addresses the real problems. Reform of the lawlepending for its efficiency upon the exploitation of unskilled
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workers by the payment of insulting wages, tipping andthe public hospital system, in particular emergency depart-
public begging. The United States has always depended upoments. People seek help later, are sicker when first seen and
having access to third world labour within its own borders.require more expensive treatment, as well as longer hospitali-
This continues to be the case. We have had a proud record sédition. Attempts by medical practices to obtain additional
seeking to ensure that workers receive a decent wag#octors are frustrated at every turn by absurdly bureaucratic
sufficient to maintain them and their families in reasonableiederal government guidelines relating to the provision of
condition. This will increasingly become a thing of the past.provider numbers. This is another cruel example of federal
The other challenge that goes hand in hand with thistupidity on a grand scale or a cynical callous exercise in cost
industrial revolution is opening our borders to guest workersshifting.
Atthe present time, we are confronting bottlenecks in some | || give one last example—again, an example which is
parts of our economy created by a lack of skilled workers. Lery relevant to my electorate. New arrivals to South
could spend some time addressing the historic reasons fafstralia are starting to confront us with some serious issues.
these shortages, which would include short-sighted policiegystralia’s immigration program is a policy fully falling
in relation to technical education and vocational training, bufyithin the commonwealth's constitutional responsibilities, yet
that would take a long time. _ . ithas dramatic implications for state resources in the areas of
The filling of skilled labour shortages, either by suitablepgysing, community services, health, and law and order.

permanent immigrants or by small numbers of guest workers Commonwealth policy seeks to achieve a number of

is probably unavoidable. However, this will not be the end of . S . .
it if the Howard government has its way. There are alreadg;ﬁerent objectives. Some of these are essentially contradic

industry figures advocating large scale importation of gue ry. There is no doubt that there is broad community support

. a substantial ongoing immigration program. However, this
wprkers, perhaps even on_the scale of the German expenen&oéeS ot mean tha?t allgaspec?ts of thpe p?rogram enjoy equal
with Turkish workers during the 1970s. The Chinese, for,

support. The humanitarian element of the immigration

g)ésgglerh;rf ;gtggssﬁdAthPa?goﬁggar'envﬂi\,:gd : g::éotr rogram is the most controversial. There are a number of
P pro) R prep easons for this, and the first is that the general filter of

do the whole of the project themselves, including thecriteria applied to the normal pool of would-be immigrants

supplying of workers. These issues, which will presentdoes not apply. Aside from the obvious fact that this creates

22%?2%}’5 S (Ij?rcnrsr? Ssilgr?éy .Il.nhéhﬁ] tge)r(itt feg:: gﬁ?irﬁ]’n?ia\r/gti\éi%pportunities for admission which would not otherwise exist,
9 i grity 9 it has the potential to challenge the win/win equation

laws and system will be strained beyond our current compre pplying to general immigration admissions. Secondly, to the

hggszgn-e'sl'hscigﬁp%ﬁggglﬁhgvglrlgbﬁ stI?illchj” vc\)/}ll\lmaé %uge xtent that there is a gulf between the general criteria for
peopie, esp y Y dmission and the position of humanitarian entrants, the

challenged in a way that has not previously been the cas oupling of this class of entrants with the family reunion

P he potential 0 create an xiremely voatle i m Somg!g1am Serves to magify the impact of any adverse
P y onsequences attaching to these admissions.

suburbs of our major cities. | represent some of the suburb’ o o
in this city which will see the greatest impact from these Ithas been repeatedly stated by ministers of immigration
changes. | fear that very little of it will be for the better. ~ from both political persuasions that public support for
Another example is that the federal government hagmmigration and the immigration program is essential.
bullied the states into changing the law of defamation. Thié\dopting this attitude is both wise and necessary. To the
was done by threatening yet another abuse of the corporatiofigtent that our immigration program becomes the focus of
power by the commonwealth. Whilst the changes are not affdverse public sentiment, we as a community have a problem.
bad, they have many faults, including a cap on damages ar@ the extent that the immigration program has an explicit
an exclusion of aggravated or exemplary damages. Thidlimary purpose of bestowing benefits on migrants, rather
means that a big media outlet can now punt on whether thefBan fulfilling any particular need in Australia, immigration
is more money to be made by publishing lies than can b&ay not be the best or, indeed, the only option available.
recovered in damages. This is a big step backwards. Successive Australian governments have largely ignored
| cite another example. Our public health system in Soutpther obvious alternatives of providing substantial and
Australia is in crisis and promises only to become mord€levant aid in situ. There is a fair case for arguing that
stressed. A shortage of general practitioners is a reality th4ustralia being parsimonious in its aid budget is a false
the federal government seeks to deny. Why is this? Th8conomy, having regard to the direct and indirect costs of the
causes go back some years, but they include the commodilternative of domestic settlement. This cost is borne by both
fication of education in our tertiary sector to a point where wethe new entrant and our existing community.
would rather sell places overseas than train enough of our The fact is that as an individual moves to points on the
graduates to work here. All over Adelaide, medical practicesompass, which are culturally and linguistically more remote
are grinding themselves into the dust. There are some in nfyom life in Australia, the direct and indirect costs of
electorate in particular of which | am thinking. Ageing resettlement escalate dramatically. These costs are measured
general practitioners are working increasing hours to serviceot only in dollars across the whole range of state and federal
enormous case loads. Their patients themselves are ageiggvernment expenditures but also in the tragic human terms
and, correspondingly, require more expensive and complethat we see in our suburbs. At any given time there are
medical intervention. literally millions of refugees in the world. Many of these
The health implications for this diminishing number of people have life experiences, a medical status, educational
general practitioners are dire. Some give up in desperatiomachievements and other cultural similarities with existing
leaving our community with yet another gap. Some haveéiustralian populations. These factors make their opportunity
breakdowns and some, tragically, even suicide. Every timéor resettlement in this country relatively painless and,
one of these practices collapses, more pressure is applieduttimately, successful. Some are not so well placed.
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The successful resettlement in Australia of refugees fronbne size fits all’ refugee support package is a joke in this
the most culturally and linguistically remote places on thecontext. The commonwealth’s conduct in this regard amounts
globe is highly problematic. An examination of the countriesto what is basically a grubby cost shift onto the states, and the
of birth for humanitarian entrants in South Australia in 2001states are not equipped to deal with the scale of the problem.
compared with 2004-05 demonstrates a change in emphasissets up people from the most tragic of backgrounds to fail.
In particular, there has been a dramatic increase in thi is not fair, it is cruel and it is un-Australian. We do not
number of individuals coming from Africa, in particular the have very long to get this right. The consequences of failure
Sudan. Itis my understanding that DIMIA intends for Southcan be imagined. They are totally unacceptable for the
Australia to receive at least 1 320 humanitarian entrants in thedividuals concerned and for the rest of our community.
current year. DIMIA has also informed Multicultural SA that Well meant efforts by charities and community workers are
the source countries for these entrants over the next two taot enough. The commonwealth must either adjust the source
three years is likely to be similar to that of the past couple obr the size of its intake to meet its current expenditure, or
years; that is, mainly Africa and the Middle East. dramatically adjust its expenditure to properly support its

The idea that South Australian population policy shouldcurrent intake. The current arrangements are not an option.
simply specify a number or a percentage of humanitarian
entrants in any given year | believe is too crude. It needs to \jy GOLDSWORTHY (Kavel): I, too, have pleasure in
be refined. Itis self-evident that 1 500 humanitarian entrantgaking a contribution to the motion. First, | would like to
from, say, Bosnia—assuming that there were so mangongratulate Her Excellency the Governor of South Australia,
individuals wishing to come here—will place entirely pmarjorie Jackson-Nelson on her vice regal role in this state
different burdens on government services than 1 500 wouldynd the manner in which she continues to carry out her duties
be entrants from, say, the Sudan. in a dignified and caring fashion.

Up to September 2005, most African arrivals had settled il ks by talki b h its of th
in a relatively small number of suburbs in the inner north and | will open my remarks by talking about the results of the

inner west of Adelaide. Prominent amongst these are th tate election, particularly in my electorate of Kavel, where

suburbs of Kilburn, Blair Athol and Enfield, in my electorate, "€ Liberal Party and | achieved a fairly pleasing result. My
;ﬁnmary vote increased from what it was back in 2002 by a

Humanitarian entrants have intense—and | emphasise thi The ALP . d. but it did
intense—needs upon arrival, and continue to require specig€V Per cent. The vote increased, but it did not come
rom me but from other candidates, which was somewhat of

ist services. Even official opinion acknowledges that it take | of th d dth h h d
two to three years to settle most of these arrivals, with fivé "€versal of the trend around the state, where that occurre

per cent or so needing support for up to five years. Giver'iqd(tjr_“_a selats wef Iost,htha_t s, t[‘.‘; Lalbor cegndida(tje gained
official tendencies to minimise expenditures where possiblg?dditional votes from the sitting Liberal member and we saw

and to overestimate their achievements, the true facts apenulmlbelz of cl)ur seats go tlo tr;e A!‘P' I\-/|\¢;:1vmg salddtf;]at, the
quite possibly worse. result in Kavel was extremely pleasing. We reversed the state

The health screening of these refugees at point of embaft€nd and I saw my primary vote increase and the two-party

kation is inadequate. Many are carrying ilinesses that shoulfeferred vote only came off a couple of per cent. [t was an
and could have been detected at point of embarkation. Sonffferesting outcome in 2002, when an Independent candidate
of these present potentially serious public health risks. Rece ’E"m%'” sgc?]nd on primary votes and, af_terﬁreffer«lencesl were
information suggests that as many as 77 per cent of cases §ptriouted, that person came in at No. 2 in the final result, so
TB treated in South Australia recently came from Africa, the way the Electoral Commission calculated the two-party
int@referred at the 2002 election was really only notional. So,

Requirements within the first few months of arrival include, MY two-party preferred vote in reality went up about 6 or

but are not limited to, housing, employment, education,7 per cent from the second running candidate, which was
leasing. That was due to a number of factors.

healthcare (including mental health and counselling services}.
transport, interpreting, translation, and, importantly, training When | was elected in 2002 | was given some strong and
in our systems of law and government and the basics afound advice to look to engage the local community, and |
existing in a society such as ours, which is light years awaworked hard to build a reputation of being a good local,
from where these people have grown up and come from. accessible member and | was rewarded at the polls in that
The real question here—and this is the crux of my point—regard. A significant contributing factor was the tremendous
is as to how the services are to be delivered, by whom, aupport | received leading up to the campaign and during the
what cost and at whose cost. | have no issue—and | want wampaign. | am fortunate in that | have a great team of people
emphasise this—where a refugee comes from provided theyithin the Liberal Party structure and within my family who
are properly screened for disease and they are not a criminakrongly support me. | had people taking annual leave within
| do, however, have a big issue with the commonwealtithe campaign period to dedicate their time to assist me. | had
selecting refugees for resettlement in South Australia whdyusiness people in Mount Barker who made available their
in fact—whether the commonwealth wishes to acknowledgéusiness premises that they were not using so that I could
it or not—require very expensive, long-term, one-on-one—eccupy that space to use as a campaign office. | could not
and | emphasise this—one-on-one personal case manadeve wished for a more prominent location in the Mount
ment, and yet are not given this support. Barker township to locate the campaign office—on the corner
The fact is that the cost and effort required to properlyof the main street and the Adelaide Road, the major intersec-
resettle some of the most recent arrivals in this country ision in the biggest town in my electorate, so | pass on my
exponentially greater than that required for other arrivals. Theincere thanks to all those people who contributed to my
commonwealth needs to offer—and | again underline this—success. My family, my parents and my wife have given me
open ended funding—open ended funding on a personal casgong ongoing support through the last four years, and
management basis for as long as it takes to get these peolarticularly in the campaign period. My wife would come out
where they need to be to survive properly in our society. Aand doorknock with me day in and day out during that period.
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Itis absolutely fantastic that | have a wife who is prepared tdownship but also for the residents in Nairne. That is a
give that level of support to me. growing community, and there is continual residential

| extend my congratulations to all the new membersdevelopment in the Nairne township. It would relieve the
coming into this place. | congratulate all the newly electedpressure of the traffic running on the old Princes Highway
ALP members on their victory. It is obviously disappointing through the Littlehampton town and onto the only freeway
that we lost some very good people from this side of thenterchange in that area at Mount Barker. It is not a whim;
parliament, and | extend my very best wishes to them in theithere is a significant need for this infrastructure on the
future working life. They are all very capable, competent andreeway.
intelligent people, and | am sure they will avail themselves = Going on from that, Madam Deputy Speaker, there is also
of any opportunity that comes their way and will have ana need for additional works at the freeway at Hahndorf. If you
ongoing fulfilling life. | extend my hearty congratulations to are in Hahndorf, and you want to get onto the freeway, you
all the newly elected Liberal members, the four new memberkave to drive several kilometres—this is if you want to get
who have been elected to this side of the house, namely, tlunto the freeway and travel east towards Murray Bridge—on
members for Finniss, Hammond, Goyder and Unley. As wa local road, and enter the freeway at the Mount Barker
have all heard in their maiden speech, they come fronmterchange which, obviously, places more demand on that
extremely diverse backgrounds, and the wealth of experienggarticular piece of road infrastructure as well. So, there is a
they have from that diversity will certainly serve our party need for an on-ramp at Hahndorf to travel east, and it is a
and the parliament well. similar situation if you are travelling west on the freeway and

| want to speak about some local issues, all of which lyou want to get off the freeway and go to Hahndorf. The only
have spoken about before. However, these issues continueway that you can do that is to exit the freeway at Mount
be extremely important in my electorate, and | will continueBarker as well.
to raise them until | see a satisfactory resolution to them. The So, you have not only the pressure that is put on the
first issue is in relation to roads, such as road safety anithterchange at Mount Barker from the residential develop-
improvement in our road infrastructure system. | want toment in Mount Barker, Littlehampton and Nairne but also
speak first about building an additional freeway access dtaffic wanting to enter and exit the freeway via the Hahndorf
Mount Barker and Hahndorf. We have one interchange abwnship. So, there is a need for an on-ramp at Hahndorf for
Mount Barker that allows traffic to exit and enter the freewaytraffic to travel east, and an off-ramp at Hahndorf for vehicles
there. However, as residential development continues in thatavelling west towards Adelaide. The exit and entry ramp
area—in the townships of Mount Barker, Littlehampton andfrom Hahndorf to Adelaide and, conversely from Adelaide
Nairne—there is an ever-increasing need and urgency for &o Hahndorf, is not an issue; that system works quite well.
additional freeway interchange to be built two or threeHowever, that is an area of real demand for the government
kilometres along the freeway towards the township of Nairneto look at addressing.

A road called Bald Hills Road runs underneath the The other issue | want to talk about is that of the Nairne
freeway, on the boundary of the Mount Barker township, angchool crossing, and the main Woodside road intersection.
runs along onto the old Princess Highway into Nairne. BaldThis is something that | have spoken about on many occa-
Hills Road presents an ideal location and opportunity forsions in the house. | have asked questions of the ministers; |
another interchange to be built there. It is not just a whimhave written letters to the ministers; | have highlighted it in
there is a real need for this build to take place. Anyone whahe media and the local press; | even contatteAdvertiser
has driven along the freeway over the last three or four years few weeks ago and it ran an article in its Saturday paper a
and taken notice of what is happening around the place woulcbuple of weeks ago about it, and | certainly appreciate the
have witnessed the significant residential development thaupport that they have shown the issue in the mainstream
is occurring in that district. A number of years ago, an areanedia. | asked a question of the minister just the other day,
called Martindale Estate was developed, and a number @nd he is obviously not tremendously concerned about it,
very nice homes were built there. However, two other smalbecause he has flicked it to the newly appointed Minister for
valleys either side of the Martindale Estate have been opendtbad Safety. All the correspondence that | previously
up recently, and literally hundreds of new homes have beereceived is from him, and all the advice that we receive is
built there over the past four years. | doorknocked Martindalédrom the Department of Transport.

Estate in 2002, and | doorknocked that area again leading up Itis aroad safety issue. However, itis an issue that has to
to and during the election campaign, and there would be foure addressed by Transport SA. | think that the senior
times as many homes there now as there were four years agmvernment minister, the Minister for Transport, should take

There is another area opposite the Mount Barker Golfesponsibility for this and not be flippant and just flick it to
Course, and there was not one home there four years aghe newly appointed minister in the other place. | was
Some frames were going up for some display homes beingpeaking previously about road-related issues in Hahndorf,
built. I reckon there are about 250 homes in that whole areand this goes to a question | asked at the beginning of the
and they have all been built in the last four years. There waweek about the Hahndorf main street. We certainly appreciate
not one home that we could doorknock in February 2002the government spending money in laying a new surface on
There are about 250 homes there now, and we doorknockelde main street; itis really very nice. However, it does not do
each and every one of those, and they are set right on Batthe thing to improve the traffic congestion that we all have
Hills Road. | would imagine that another 400 or 500 homedo endure in the main street of that town.
have been builtin that particular part of the town over the last We all know that Hahndorf is one of the tourism icons in
four years, and that, obviously, places significant pressure dBouth Australia. Literally tens of thousands of interstate and
a whole range of service demands in the town, but none soverseas tourists come up to that unique part of the Adelaide
much as the road network. If there was a freeway interchangdsills to take in all the sites, the ambience and all the other
built at the Bald Hills Road location of the freeway, it would very positive aspects that the town offers. But the congestion
relieve not only the traffic pressure within the Mount Barkerin the main street, particularly with heavy vehicles—semi-



128 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Thursday 4 May 2006

trailers, buses and the like—is really quite bad. | have said ifor the long road they have travelled and the battles and
this place before that | was driving along following a semi-obstacles that they have had to fight and overcome. |
trailer one afternoon and half the truck was on the wrong sidsincerely hope that, this year, we will see a facility built at
of the road because it physically did not have enough roorthat school, notwithstanding the other demands at all the other
to get down the main street, so any oncoming traffic had tgublic school sites.
pull over and let the truck and trailer through. It is the same | want to talk about the confidence the Leader of the
with tourist buses and each and every heavy vehicle th@pposition has shown in me by appointing me to the shadow
passes along that road. ministry. | have the responsibilities of emergency services,
There is a real need for a heavy vehicle bypass to bcal government and volunteers. | look forward to the
planned. Consultation, obviously, has to take place with theesponsibility of those roles and keeping the government
local community, and a bypass constructed. The main streatcountable for its actions, and highlighting any areas of
of Hahndorf really forms part of the main north-south inefficiency and inadequacy over the ensuing months. Again,
corridor that runs from the southern vales and the Fleurieu thank all those who supported me through the election
through the central part of the Hills and up into the Barossaeriod that saw a successful result for the Liberal Party in
Valley. With the expansion of the wine industry, logging, theKavel. | look forward to honouring the trust and confidence
forests in the northern part of the Hills and the Kuitpomy constituency has placed in me for the next four years. |
forestry industry there are numerous semi-trailer movementselieve that | achieved and honoured the commitment | made
transporting logs and the like from different parts of theto them four years ago to be a good, hard-working and
forestry industry. There are wine trucks and semi-traileraccessible local member.
transporting grape harvesters and other machinery from
different parts of the southern vales, from the Fleurieu upinto  Mr VENNING (Schubert): | thank Her Excellency the
the Adelaide Hills and on to the Barossa. That is just a verygsovernor, Marjorie Jackson-Nelson, for her opening address
small example of the traffic that uses that major road corridogind for opening the 51st parliament.

through the Hills. Debate adjourned.
The member for Heysen spoke about the government’s .
action prescribing water resources in the western Mount [Stting suspended from1to 2 p.m]

Lofty Ranges and | do not need to expand on those com-
ments, because | have spoken about the issue in this place
before and | think that the honourable member covered the The SPEAKER: | lay on the table the minutes of the joint

issues pretty well. There is still a high level of concern amon%itting of members of the two houses held today for the
the primary producers who are affected by these measures, |~

and | really encourage the government’s officers to address, _. : . : .

those issues and concerns and give some proper resIOOn§r’83(es"g'1"’lt'C).n of Senator R.M. Hill, to which Mr Cory Berardi
- . g 5 appointed.

not just to ignore these issues and concerns and hope that they

will go away but to give some real consideration and deliver SECURITY LICENSING

some proper responses to those who have some real concerns

with that. _ _ ~ A petition signed by 81 residents of South Australia,
We see development continue—particularly residentiatequesting the house to urge the government to reconsider,
development—in the Mount Barker, Littlehampton andpefore the expiry of this term of parliament, the increased

Nairne districts. The district council of Mount Barker is cost of Obtaining a Security |icence’ was presented by
currently finalising a PAR document, which will see anythingps Redmond.

up to 1 200 new homes built on some land on the southern petition received.

boundary of the town that is about to be rezoned. Obviously,

there will be some pressures, and the government will have GOVERNOR

some responsibility in terms of providing the relevant

infrastructure to assist with the demands which that develop- TheHon. M.D. RANN (Premier): | seek leave to make
ment brings, even though it is not really agreeing to what th@ ministerial statement.

council is looking for at the moment. Leave granted.

However, with some strong representation at a number of TheHon. M.D. RANN: Yesterday | met at Government
levels, I think that we will be able to convince the govern-House with Her Excellency the Governor, Marjorie Jackson-
ment that it does need to come on board. Educational neetkelson. At that meeting | formally asked her, on behalf of the
continue to be a real area of concern and need. One exammevernment but also, | suspect, on behalf of all South
is the ongoing requirement of what they call multi-purposeAustralians, to agree to my recommending to Her Majesty the
halls or gyms—however one likes to describe those buildQueen that Her Excellency continue in her position as
ings—so that the students and each and every one of tt@@overnor of South Australia beyond her current five-year
schools in the Adelaide Hills can carry on activities indoors term.

We know that wet, cold winters are not conducive for Marjorie Jackson-Nelson, AC CVO MBE, was appointed
children undertaking recreational activities outdoors. Governor on 3 November 2001. Her appointment was made

The Mount Barker Primary School has had to work alongby the previous government and was announced by former
a very complicated and difficult process—Ilong before | camegpremier the Hon. John Olsen some months before. It was an
into this place—to see a facility built at that school so that theexcellent appointment. Her Excellency, of course, is revered
children can enjoy recreational and physical activitiesn this state and across Australia not only as a multiple gold
indoors. | congratulate that school community on its endeavnedal winning Olympic and Commonwealth Games athlete
ours, as well as the hard work of the principal, the governindput also as one of our state’s greatest volunteers, for so many
council and the school community (the parents and the likeyjood causes and, in particular, for raising millions of dollars

SENATOR, ELECTION
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for leukaemia research for the Peter Nelson Leukaemia FILM CLASSIFICATION
Research Fund.

In the role of Governor, Her Excellency has been out-  TheHon.PL.WHITE (Taylor): Can the Attorney-
standing in building bridges between young and old, betweeffeéneral provide to the house information about how the Rann
rural and city communities and with Aboriginal and multicul- Labor government is_helping parents to make informed
tural groups. She has been a healer in times of grief angf0ices about the movies that they allow their children to see?
disaster and our state’s foremost cheerleader in times of 1heHon.M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): | can.
triumph and celebration. All of us were proud of her recentoome films that have children as their target audience have

participation in the opening ceremony of the Commonwealtihe potential, because of their frightening or violentimages,
Games in Melbourne. to damage young children. This damage manifests itself in

children as nightmares, lasting fears and severe anxieties, and

Between the time of her appointment in November 200]an acceptance by children of the use of violence to resolve
untl the end of last month, | am told that Her Excell_enc_:y ha onflict. The vast majority of parents and carers, if given
attendgd orgosted 2 24f:|unct|0tns£h8he E‘.s %IS%S'gp'f'can liable information about a film’s content, will choose films
opened up fsovernment House 1o the public botn INTETMS Q¢ ohjigren will enjoy, and avoid films that are likely to

her open days and the number of functions, such as thogg e ~cause anxieties or foster negative attitudes in
hosted on behalf of charities, diplomatic visits and iNhildren

contessriay | am et umire oo Ak 51 e, v o svemesotccesn el
she became G o?/erﬁor Ghformation about the age-appropriateness of films and DVDs
) that are marketed for children. Public controversy about

I am delighted that yesterday Her Excellency kindly censorship centres round the Rrating plus and refused
agreed for me to recommend to Her Majesty an extension aflassification categories. It does not focus around G, PG and
Her Excellency’s term and to continue in her role as Goverp so much. Some material about the classification of films
nor until 31 July 2007, after which she intends to spend morgor children is available on the web site of the commonwealth
time with her grandchildren. | made it clear to Her Excellencygovernment’s Office for Film and Literature Classification.
that the government was prepared to recommend herhis material, however, looks at the films from the point of
appointment for a full second term, but | am pleased that hejiew of the classification system which is not finely tuned to
agreement to extend by nine months will enable her to attenghe needs of children at various ages and stages of develop-
as patron of the World Police and Fire Games being held iment.
Adelaide next March. Tens of thousands of people will be  The Know Before You Go program developed by Young
coming to Adelaide, | am told, to attend those games. Th@/ledia Australia, promotes an understanding of the Australian
extension will also enable her to accompany, following aclassification system, but supplements it with much more
major essay competition, five prize winning South Australiargetailed information about children’s likely reactions at
high school students to attend ceremonies at Anzac Covglifferent ages and maturity levels. If we are going to have a
Gallipoli, on Anzac Day next year. parental guidance recommended classification, then we need

I want to take this opportunity to thank Her Excellency forto provide guidance. | am glad the member for Heysen
her continued dedication and duty, and her great energy ifeécognises that. | know with my own 10-year-old, that some
serving the people of this state. Marjorie Jackson-Nelsoff the scenes ifKing Kong—although it was for general
graces the office of Governor, and the people of this statéxhibition—were very frightening, particularly of a plant
have responded to her dignity and humanity with both respe@ucking a man to death. Some of the scenes, particularly the
and great affection. She will leave big shoes to fill for hergraveyard scene idarry Potter and the Goblet of Fire, could
many successors in the important role of Governor, a norfause nightmares in a child under the age of 15, and | think
partisan position that enjoys bipartisan support. it was rightly classified M.

: . Mr Koutsantonis interjecting:
Yesterday, | also asked His Excellency, the Lieutenant- } .
Governor, Bruno Krumins, who was appointed by Premier -Il\;lr:eHl_;ggél}/rl\;[\(]a'rjécTtﬁllgNSON' The 1994 grand final.
Olsen to the position in May 2000, to continue in his role as : L .
Lieutenant-Governor until 31 July next year. | am pleaseq T'\;1$ T\OTII M'J'I (’?TK,[I TSIENBIJUtSth\.N'Sh lt.h‘f‘t thegnﬁn;br—;r
that Mr Krumins, a leading figure in multicultural affairs in or tl'c ? WOTuh 20 aB ? OUY |sGre Igious ec'fjs In
this state, has also agreed to this request. All of us are grateff/€Ston ime. 1he Knowbelore You 50 program acaresses
for Mr Krumins' diligence and dignity in acting as the t enegd for parents and carers of young c.hlldren to be aware
Governor’s deputy, and particularly during the Governor’sOf the impact of screen media and prowdes gu!danc'e for
absence due to a prolonged illness last year. paneBt\%n the form of aged-based reviews of movies, videos
an S.

Young Media Australia’s reviewers are all trained in child
QUESTION TIME development. Young Media Australia makes its child-centred
reviews available to the public through its web site at
www.youngmedia.org.au and a freecall service on 1800 700
COMMISSIONER FOR SOCIAL INCLUSION 357. The Advertiser has kindly printed about one Young
. Media Australia review each week since September 2004,
TheHon. IF EVA'_\IS (L eader of the Opposition): . with the 29 April edition featuring a Young Media Australia
Can the Premier advise the house how many staff will b@ayiew of the movieThe Shaggy Dog on page 23 of the
allocated to Commissioner Cappo and the total budget for thgiew section. Sadly, the Howard federal Liberal govern-
commissioner’s office? ment has abrogated its responsibilities to Australia’s children
TheHon. M.D. RANN (Premier): Itis a very small staff, and their parents by axing funding for Young Media Australia
but I will come back with the details of his office next week. in 2003. | am sure that this had nothing to do with Young
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Media Australia’s strident and public criticism (also, DFEEST doing to encourage Aboriginal Australians to reach
coincidentally, during 2003) of the announcement that theheir potential in study and employment?
ABC's Behind the News program would be axed because the TheHon. P. CAICA (Minister for Employment,
Howard government refused to increase funding to the ABCTraining and Further Education): | thank the member for

| am pleased to advise the house that the Rann Labdtlorey for her question and acknowledge her commitment in
government has stepped in since the axing of funding tthis area. The Department of Further Education, Employment,
Young Media Australia by the Howard Liberal governmentScience and Technology is encouraging Aboriginal students
and allowed this splendid service to Australia’s children ando enter into a scholarship arrangement to undertake study in

their parents to continue. a South Australian TAFE institute or university, and it is
offering the opportunity for employment within the depart-
MENTAL HEALTH ment. Six scholarships will be offered per year from 2006 to

o 2008, with applications for the 2006 intake closing on Friday

TheHon. I.F. EVANS(L eader of theOpposition): My 12 May. Each recipient will receive $3 000 each year of
question is again to the Premier. When did Monsignor Cappstudy, typically for a three-year study period. These scholar-
first ask the Premier for extra powers to cope with the issueghips form part of the department’s Aboriginal employment
associated with mental health? Was it before or after thgtrategy Wa|k|ng Together Towards Prosperity, which was

election? _ . launched in September 2005.

TheHon. M.D. RANN (Premier): | will have to check | acknowledge in particular the work undertaken by the
on my notes, because it does not really make any differencgrember for Ashford and the former minister. The aim of the
Let me justtellyou— strategy and the scholarships is to increase the number of

The Hon. |.F. Evansinterjecting: professionally qualified Aboriginal people working within the

TheHon. M.D. RANN: Itis interesting to see— employment, training and further education portfolio. The

The Hon. I.F. Evansinterjecting: scholarships will also assist DFEEST in meeting South

The SPEAKER: Order, the Leader of the Opposition!  Australia’s Strategic Plan target of increasing the percentage

TheHon. M.D. RANN: Does he want me to answer or of Aboriginal population in the South Australian public
doesn’'t he? This is making a big show. Can | just say this: kector. In addition to assisting Aboriginal students to
know that the opposition—this arrogant opposition—hasindertake study, the scholarships will include one month’s
apparently outsourced its questionIhe Australian, and we  paid employment within DFEEST during the semester
understand why. Of course, there is a bit of confusion abouicademic year break during the period of the scholarship.
the separation of church and state based on the Westminster To be eligible to apply for a scholarship, applicants must
system. | do not want to go into a discourse on antidisestalbe Aboriginal and undertaking or enrolled in an appropriate
lishmentarianism, but the fact is that the Queen, who is théull-time degree or higher TAFE award course. Applicants
head of state of Britain, is also the head of the Anglicarshould enrol or already be enrolled in an approved course at

Church. She is the defender of the faith. the time of application. The selection process will give
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Point of order, Mr Speaker. preference to students enrolled in an occupational field that
TheHon. M.D. RANN: And, of course— historically has low employment levels for Aboriginal people
The SPEAKER: Order! There is a point of order. | think and is in an identified skills shortage area within the depart-

| can guess what the point of order is. ment or the public sector generally. Information technology,

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: My point of order is relevance. marketing, business, information management, finance,
The question is when Monsignor Cappo first asked theommerce, Aboriginal policy and management are such
Premier for the extra powers. areas.

The SPEAKER: Yes; the Leader of the Opposition does
not need to repeat the question. | uphold the point of order. COMMISSIONER FOR SOCIAL INCLUSION
The Premier needs to return to the question. .

TheHon. M.D. RANN: | told the Monsignor, the Vicar- TheHon. I.F. EVANS(L eader of the Opposition): My
General of the Catholic Church in his role as Chair of theduestion is again to the Premier. Did any minister responsible
Social Inclusion Board, that | wanted to give him morefor mental health ever ra.ise.with the Prer_nier thg need for
powers and more references so that we could tackle issu¥tra powers to cope with issues associated with mental
such as mental health and also issues like juvenile justice, yBgalth or the need for a commissioner as proposed?
to be announced (we will announce that today), and other TheHon. M.D. RANN (Premier): Can | say this, he is
areas. So, | am more than happy to tell you that | havdéhe Commissioner fo_r Social Incl_u3|on, and one of his
discussed this over time, and | am absolutely delighted thdgferences has been in the education area. He did not have
he has made the decision to accept when, after the electiody Problems from the education minister; worked very well
| put to him what | wanted him to do. with the minister—

Can | just say this, going back to antidisestablishmentari- e Hon. |.F. Evans interjecting:
anism: of course, we did not see members opposite complain- T he SPEAKER: Order! _
ing when John Howard appointed a senior Salvation Army— TheHon. M.D. RANN: Do | get the protection of the

Ms CHAPMAN: Point of order, Mr Speaker. chair from his continuous interjection?
The SPEAKER: | know what the point of order is, and ~ The SPEAKER: You certainly do, sir. ,
we will progress. The member for Florey_ TheHon. M.D. RANN: Of course, he was a b|g fan of
Archbishop Hollingworth, wasn’t he? That was not about the
ABORIGINAL STUDENTS separation of powers. There was the Salvation Army fellow

advising the federal government—chief adviser on drugs—
MsBEDFORD (Florey): My question is to the Minister and Family First. Apparently the opposition has not noted the
for Employment, Training and Further Education. What isCatholic Emancipation Act 1828, but, never mind. The fact
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is: yes, | discussed an enhanced role with Mr Cappo beforeumber of grid-connected solar panels, and we have the best
the election and after the election. | am pleased that he hageenhouse footprint for electricity generation of any
accepted it and | am pleased that the Governor in Executiveainland state. We have done all this coming from behind,
Council has appointed him. He will be brilliant at the role andl might say, and most of this has been achieved in the past
he will be a darn site better than Archbishop Hollingworth.four years. When everyone says that it does not make a
difference: it does. It was achieved in the past four years.
LOCHIEL PARK People will come from around the world to see the green
o village. It will be an everlasting monument to Margaret
MsPORTOLESI (Hartley): Can the Minister for sewell and those people who campaigned out there; and, of
Infrastructure advise the house on the progress of the LOCh|§burse, it is a matter of tremendous pride for the new member

Park green village? o for Hartley who worked so hard to achieve this.
TheHon. PF. CONLON (Minister for Infrastructure):
| am very pleased to be able to advise the house of the COURTSBACKLOG

progress of the Lochiel Park green village. | know it is a

subject of keen interest to many and for very good reasons, MrsREDMOND (Heysen): My question is to the

but in particular the new member for Hartley. It is simply oneAttorney-General. Is it true that 80 per cent of criminal cases

of— will not be finalised within one year of the first arraignment;
Mr Williams: It was an interest of the former member. and, if so, what action is the Attorney-General taking? In the
TheHon. PF. CONLON: It was an interest of the former 2005 report of the Courts Administration Authority, the Chief

member. He had a smaller interest, as | recall, than thidustice states:

current— During the year to 30 June 2006 the number of trials disposed of
Members interjecting: within one year will drop from the present 61 per centto 20 per cent.
The Hon. PF. CONLON: No, he did. | think 40 per cent; The number will be even less the following yearIn other words,

we decided on 100 per cent. | do not think members shoul 0 per cent of criminal cases will not be finalised within one year of

first arrai t.
be interjecting. Members should not interject at any time, sir. € I: arraignmen 1h
If they had my manners, they would not do that. TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): | have
Members interjecting: regular meetings with the Chief Justice, Chief Judge and

TheHon. P.F. CONLON: It is a bit hard to go on after Chief Magistrate— .

that. This is a world-class project in every sense of the word. Membersinterjecting:

Members would remember that, despite the interference of | e SPEAKER: Order! ,

the Legislative Council, we were able to pass legislation late  The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON:—about these things. The

in the last government preserving for posterity 100 per cer@dministration of the court listings and the manner in which
of existing open space at Lochiel Park. To complement thafh€ Courts Administration Authority chooses to run its
we have also announced the development of a world-cladgd/Siness is independent of government by dint of law. One
green village. We talk about things being world-class, but thighatter that has been discussed is the backlog of criminal
is as good as it gets. The urban design guidelines have be€ASes in our courts. | am concerned that [ast year only 4 per
prepared and are awaiting DAC approval. We are about t§€Nt of cases committed for trial were disposed of or tried
select three or four builders. We hope that by early next yea#ithin 180 days of first arraignment, which is a drop from
the first of around 100 houses will be built and finished? Per cent the previous year and 29 per centin 2002-03. In
within a couple of years. order to expand on this, 61 per cent of cases committed for

In order to indicate just how good this projectis, we havelfial were disposed of or tried within 365 days of first
identified by a world study about 46 indicators of arraignment in 2004-05, compared with 88 per cent in the
sustainability for buildings. The current best development ifPrévious year and 92 per cent in 2002-03.
the world in that regard is the BedZED green development ! know that the Chief Justice and the Chief Judge share my
in the United Kingdom. It is the current world leader with 26 concerns, and are taking measures to deal with the backlog
of those sustainability initiatives. The Lochiel Park greensO that the courts can better meet their standards. The
vilage will have 40 of those sustainability initia- problem has sgveral _contrlbutlng factor_s—_and money is only
People will come from around the world to see the Lochiel@sting much longer than they did.

Park green village. Ms Chapman interjecting:

It is a great initiative. Every home will have to install,  TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Perhaps the member for
amongst other things, a 1.5 kilowatt photovoltaic system, gad3radg has a solution to criminal trials lasting longer. If so,
boosted solar hot water, plumbed rainwater, electricityvould she share it with the house?
limiting devices and broadband connection (which is very MsChapman: More judges.
important in the modern world). The wetland systems atthe TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: I'm sorry; more judges? Is
green village will take stormwater from two catchmentsthat a promise from the Liberal Party?
amounting to 240 hectares. About 25 000 homes will not be Ms Chapman interjecting:
putting stormwater into our river systems but, rather, within  The SPEAKER: Order, the deputy leader will come to
wetlands at Lochiel Park, which will also provide a tremen-order!
dous habitat for our wildlife. The urban forest, also, will TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | am informed that the
provide habitat for birds and animals. This is as good as iiverage length of trial is now nine days, which is 50 per cent
gets anywhere in the world. longer than five years ago. Trials are also increasingly

South Australia already leads the world. In fact, we mightcomplicated owing to advances in forensic science, especially
just run second only to Denmark in proportion of renewablesince the introduction of DNA evidence. We know that the
energy in our electricity systems. We have the states’ highestember for Bragg is not too keen on DNA evidence. For
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instance, she told the house she did not want Bevan Spenasgcessary to protect them. Mr Conaghty’s disqualification
von Einem DNA tested. But, anyway, we will move on follows similar successful legal actions by the Office of
because the government has a different view. The heads @onsumer and Business Affairs during the past few years,
jurisdiction are taking action. Meetings between representancluding:

tives of the Supreme and District Courts, the Office of the: A case involving an electrician who was permanently
DPP, and police prosecutions and the legal profession have disqualified from holding an electrical contractors licence
occurred since late last year because of concerns about the and electrical workers registration. Examples of his poor
backlog. This working group is chaired by Judge Paul Rice work included exposed live wires in the ceiling and crawl
of the District Court, and that group is considering how to  space at Penneshaw Area School. The judge in that case
eliminate the backlog. They have already begun to make said that the electrical work here was so defective that in
suggestions for change including reforms to the committal many instances it was potentially lethal. The work at
process, and | am very confident that the heads of jurisdic- Penneshaw Area School was life threatening.

tion, and Judge Rice’s committee, will come up with- A plumber and his company faced disciplinary action for

solutions, and they do not all require money. contracting for and carrying out gasfitting work without
the appropriate licence or registration. The company and
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS, LICENSING the plumber have been prohibited until further order from

o being employed or otherwise engaged in the business of
MrsGERAGHTY (Torrens): Can the Minister for gasfitting contractor. The poor work included the installa-

Office of Consumer and Business Affairs protects South \y55 at the correct pressure or that the room had sufficient
Australians against tradespeople who put the public at risk yentilation, among other shoddy work.

due to bad work practices? . There are, of course, other examples of where tradespeople
TheHon. JM. RANKINE (Minister for Consumer  have been fined for poor workmanship and convicted for not
Affairs): | thank the member for Torrens for her question.peing appropriately licensed. As Minister for Consumer
She has been a very strong advocate in this place for colxffajrs | want to warn anyone who might think that they can
sumer protection. | think it is important that action is takenget away with this type of behaviour that the Office of
against tradespersons who show no regard for the safety a@hnsumer and Business Affairs is on the lookout. | want it
wellbeing of consumers. Consumers are entitled to feel continue to be vigilant in hunting down and exposing any
confident about the quality and safety of work being carriedradespeople who put the safety of the public at risk. I also
out by tradespeople, and good tradespeople are entitled {pge all consumers to check the licensing public register

have their rep_utation_s protected. | can inform the house t_hq;efore they contract any tradesperson, particularly for
South Australia’s Office of Consumer and Business Affairsg|ectrical work, as it is simply too risky.

is diligent in its efforts to protect South Australians. Yester-

day in the District Court, Paul Wiliam Conaghty was JUSTICE SYSTEM

permanently disqualified from being licensed as an electrical

contractor. He was also permanently prohibited from being MrsREDMOND (Heysen): My question is for the

a director of a body corporate that is a contractor until hePremier. During his Selway lecture on 20 March this year,

meets stipulated conditions under the Plumbers, Gas Fitte@hief Justice John Doyle claimed:

and Electricians Act 1995. In recent years we have reached the point at which our recurrent
The case of this particular electrician dates back som&inding is barely sufficient to sustain existing operations. . .

years. In 2002, he was prosecuted by the Office of Consumegji|| the Premier now answer this call and undertake to

and Business Affairs for carrying on business as an electrincrease funding to the South Australian justice system?

cian without holding the appropriate licence. In March 2003,  The Hon, M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): The

the District Court disqualified him from being licensed as ancoyrts Administration Authority will take its place in the

electrician for a period of two years. In 2004, the Supremeyqget process along with health, education, roads and all the
Court ordered that he be restrained from contracting fopther portfolios crying out for money.

and/or performing electrical work until March 2005. Further
disciplinary action was taken when he continued to carry on INDIGENOUS BUSINESSES
business as an electrical contractor while not licensed to do
so, and acted unlawfully, improperly and unfairly in the ~ MsBREUER (Giles): My question is to the Minister for
course of his business and as an electrical worker. Aboriginal Affairs and Reconciliation. What are the latest
The Office of Consumer and Business Affairs gatheredneasures taken by the government to support young indigen-
evidence that, despite repeated oral and written warnings, amdis people?
the disciplinary and prosecution actions already taken, he was The Hon. JW. WEATHERILL (Minister for Abori-
continuing to contract for and perform electrical work withoutginal Affairsand Reconciliation): It is regular for us to hear
holding the appropriate electrical contractors licence andisturbing stories about the state of indigenous wellbeing in
electrical workers registration. The Office of Consumer andur state and, indeed, our nation, but these initiatives serve
Business Affairs has no choice but to take disciplinary actioras very useful reminders that there is some good news out
against Mr Conaghty. He did not heed the warnings, anthere. Last month, together with the Chairman of the
continued to contract and perform electrical work. BetweerEconomic Development Board, Robert Champion de
November 2000 and June 2004, Conaghty was paid a total @frespigny, | had the great pleasure of launching a program
more than $39 000 for his unlicensed electrical work. to help young indigenous South Australians start their own
Electricity is inherently dangerous, and only appropriatelybusinesses, the first program of its type in South Australia.
qualified and registered people should perform electrical\boriginal people in South Australia are engaged in a huge
work. Mr Conaghty was a danger to consumers and it wasange of careers across the whole spectrum, including media,
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printing, graphic design, native bush foods, pastoral, dairy CHRISTIESBEACH WASTE WATER
farming and a whole range of industries. TREATMENT PLANT

The Young Indigenous Entrepreneur programis ahands- ;. giGNELL
on way of allowing young indigenous people between 15 an
25 to learn about starting their own business. It is open to a&
young indigenous people who want to develop business skill§, ) ks is progressing?

e o s Pl b e oG WO Terion, .3 WRIGHT (Winser for Adinisrtive
young ginal peop Servicesand Government Enterprises): | congratulate the

and decide what sort of business they want to run and how tr%ember for Mawson on his victory (he certainly polled a lot

organise their business affairs. The program gives IoraCtiC%Ietter than me when | was the candidate there), and also you
help with coaching, mentoring and advice, and it is absolutel)éir on your elevation to the lofty office of Speé\ker. This is ’

critical. an important infrastructure project, which will be of signifi-
Many people who have experienced the notion of settingant benefit to residents in the southern suburbs. Last year,
up a business know that at times it is an incredibly lonelythe government announced funding of approximately
process and one that has many ups and downs. Having$@ million to begin the project. Subsequently, in February this
mentor, someone who can assist them through those veygar, cabinet approved a further $8 million to progress the
early days and assist them to make their dream a reality, roject.
very important. | urge all South Australian businesses to play The community will be engaged in this process through
arole in this program to see whether they can lend a hand #@ program of community consultation. Various options will
ayoung indigenous entrepreneur who wants to start their owpe canvassed, namely, the reuse of treated waste water,
business by being a mentor or a sponsor of this program. Trgreenhouse gas impacts and impacts on the marine environ-
program is part of a broader government Aboriginal economment. Once options have been identified, SA Water will
ic strategy that will help to build Aboriginal communities and proceed to a concept design and present the design to the
help individuals to develop living and business arrangementgovernment. SA Water will soon commence work on
that are owned and managed by Aboriginal groups andssessing the environmental condition of the existing sludge
organisations. This is about acknowledging that real talerlagoons adjacent to the Onkaparinga River. Once the
and opportunity exists within the indigenous community. upgraded Christies Beach waste water treatment plant is
operational, the sludge lagoons will be decommissioned and
the site will be rehabilitated. | know that the member for
TEACHERS, SELECTION Mawson doorknocked very strongly in the Noarlunga Downs
area, in particular, and received strong feedback about this
Dr McFETRIDGE (Morphett): My question is to the matter, and | look forward to his making sure that his
Minister for Education and Children’s Services (it took aconstituents get this information.
while, Jane, but we got there). Does the minister stand by her These works are in keeping with the government’s
statement to this house on 7 November 2005 when, in replyommitment to working towards a greener South Australia.
to a question from the member for Florey, she said: In coming months, SA Water will undertake an environment-
Todav. through our recent enterorise baraaining neaotiations Wal assessment of the site to determine future opportunities for
have rea)éhed ag agreement with tﬁe Austra?lian E%ucgtion Union t%]e l.a.nd' The community as a whole will _be encouraged to
allow state schools to hire their own teachers. participate in a comprehensive consultation process for the
future use of rehabilitated land around the Onkaparinga
TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Educa-  River. Itis expected that this will take place in the middle of
tion and Children’s Services): | am delighted that the this year.
member for Morphett has been selected as the shadow
spokesperson for education and tourism, and | hope that he AUSTRALIAN EDUCATION UNION
remains in that job for many years to come. The question he .
asked relates to an enterprise bargaining agreement, and thoseDr MCFETRIDGE (Morphett): Given the statement by
who have been through this process will know that there ishe Minister for Education and Children’s Services to the
a degree of argy-bargy about two positions and, eventuallﬁ(?use on 7 November 2005 that agreement had been reached
a consensus is reached. Having agreed on the genetith the AEU, how does she explain the statement on the
principles, a lot of hard work then has to be done. AEU web site on Monday, 12 April 20067 With your leave

and that of the house, sir, | will read that statement and
However, | am very pleased to say that the AEU agree@xplain the question.

with us in principle that we would move towards the sort of The SPEAKER: Leave to explain; | am not sure an
local selection and processes that normal people throughogfp|anation is necessary. | will indulge the member on this
other walks of life expect, that is, that one would have, forgccasion.

instance, referee checks and interviews. This step forwardis p, McFETRIDGE: | thank the Speaker; he is a good
one that | am very grateful to have reached. It is a Comprogpaaker, On the AEU web site on 12 Ap}il 2006, under
mise. It is quite different from the process that was in place| 44| recruitment and selection’, there are a nur,nber of

when the previous government was in office, and itis one thaoints of disagreement with the government. It states at the
was reached by a series of compromises on both sides. ttom

have worked diligently over the last many months, still with ) .
9 y y t Until these matters have been resolved no new policy for local

areas O.f cqntentlor.l and 'dlsagreement, but that IS Wh%cruitment and selection will be agreed to. Under clause 31 of the
negotiation is about: two sides of a debate coming togethegoyth Australian Education Staff (Government Preschools, Schools
from different points of view and compromising. and TAFE) Enterprise Agreement 2006, the current arrangements

(Mawson): Can the Minister for Adminis-
ative Services and Government Enterprises outline how the
lanned upgrade of the Christies Beach waste water treatment
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for placement and selection will continue to apply. Discussions withAchievement for a Principal award. | have to say that school
DECS will continue over the school vacation period and furtheris one of the outstanding schools that | visited, with particu-
information will be provided to members in week 1 of term 2. larly good programs in a range of specialist areas. | am
TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Educa-  delighted at their winning that award.
tion and Children’s Services): | do not think the member for Leigh Charlesworth, from Aberfoyle Park High School,
Morphett was listening to my previous answer. EBA standsAnne-Marie Meeks, from Monash Kindergarten and Malcolm
for ‘enterprise bargaining agreement’. We reached amcinerney of Findon High all received a Highly Commended
agreement and the detail is being worked upon—norma\ational Achievement by a Teacher award. In addition,
process. It takes a long while to deal with the detail of thes@berfoyle Park High School, Barmera Primary School,

agreements and | have to say that | would commend—  Kangaroo Island Community Education, Maitland Area
Members interjecting: School and Snowtown Area School all received recognition
The SPEAKER: Minister. for their specialist programs, with Highly Commended

TheHon. J.D. Lomax-Smith: | commend the AEU for National Achievement in School Improvement awards.
their openness and willingness to move. | commend them for | congratulate all the staff members and the schools and
their negotiations, and we are compromising because wgarticularly the support they get from their local communi-
believe in fairness and negotiation to give a win-win for allties, because schools do not stand separate from their
sides of the agreement. environment; they are part of and nurtured by the many
people who volunteer and help in them as well. | recommend
that any member who has one of those schools in their

QUALITY SCHOOLING AWARDS constituency adds their congratulations to those | have offered
L in this house.
TheHon. SW. KEY (Ashford): My question is directed
to the Minister for Education and Children’s Services. What TEACHERS. SELECTION
was the outcome for South Australia of the National Awards '
for Quality Schooling? Dr McFETRIDGE (Morphett): My question is again to

TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Educa-  the Minister for Education and Children’s Services. What
tion and Children’s Services): | thank the member for occurs if there is a difference of opinion on the new teachers’
Ashford for her question. She continues to show a keegelection panel in regard to the selection of an applicant?
interest in quality education and supports public education ifvho has the final say on selecting the applicant—the
our state very strongly. This year, | am pleased to inform theyrincipal, the union, or the director? In her press release on
house, we received 13 awards in the National Awards fol May 2006, the minister stated:

Quality Schooling program. These are annual awards and ¢ nanel consensus is not achieved, the District Director will
they go to schools, teachers, principals and support officergeceive the panel report and provide direction to help them find a
They are annually held and run by Teaching Australia (thejualified person according to the selection criteria.

other name for which is the Australian Institute for Teaching  An honourable member interjecting:

and School Leaderships). These awards recognise arange ofpr McFETRIDGE: No, it’s not.

categories for excellence, including leadership, teaching and the Hon, 3.0. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Educa-

achievement in specialist programs for students.  {jon and Children’s Services): | think that these small areas
Those who work in our schools and preschools provide agt getail—

invaluable service to our students, teaching being a vital role  \embers interjecting:

in our community. It is through the vision of the leadership  The SPEAKER: Order! The minister has the call.

of our teachers and those in our schools, working to provide thaHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: —are part of the
opportunities for young people, that we can hope to attain thg,

social inclusion and economic advantages that we hope {0hion. We have worked with them to find compromises, and

develop in our state. . we will continue, because the agreement that was reached
One of the key individuals who will be well known 10 pefore Christmas was on a framework—a broad agreement—
people in this room, particularly the member for Mount 5, getajls about a whole range of issues are still being nutted

Gambier, is Garry Costello. He is an inspirational leader i, ¢ The reality is that an agreement was made last year, and
Mount Gambier. He was awarded the Best National Achievemare is still some detail to be resolved.

ment by a Principal. What he has done is extraordinary, in
pulling together community, business, leadershipandreally  scHOOLS, ELIZABETH VALE PRIMARY
empowering, encouraging and developing young people’s
opportunities in a way that one would not believe possible. Dr McFETRIDGE (Morphett): My question is again to
He has turned around a school and made it one of the bestiRe Minister for Education and Children’s Services. Is the
our country. Everybody in that community should be proudminister aware that the teaching program developed at the
of the way they have worked with their teachers to develof|izabeth Vale Primary School was held in such high regard
such an amazing centre for education. by national and international educators that it attracted
Our other award winners included Jill Walters of Parathousands of visitors to the program? Why has DECS not
Hills West Primary School for Outstanding National supported the program? The program developed by staff at
Achievement by a School Support Staff Officer; Donaldthe Elizabeth Vale Primary School was viewed by over 3 000
Mudge of Jamestown Community School; and Colin Russélisitors in recent years. Ten teacher groups from New
of Cardijn College, who received a Highly Commendedzealand were booked in to visit the school in term 1.
National Achievement by a School Support Staff Member TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Educa-
award. In addition, Jay Bedford, from Our Lady of the Sacredion and Children’s Services): The member for Morphett
Heart College received a Highly Commended Nationatefers to an innovative program. | do not think that anybody

angements whereby we come to an agreement with the
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more than | would want our schools to be innovative and TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: How could one
creative. It is the basis on which we expect our schools to bpolitician get it so wrong? The reality is that the member for
at the cutting edge of educational reform. In relation to thisMorphett was right. There are adults with agendas here. Too
program, a student-initiated curriculum is an interesting ideanany politicians want to discount immediately the experience
whereby students have some involvement in the managemeartd knowledge of teachers and attack public education and
not just of their school, their uniform and the rules but alsoundermine anything done by educational experts, because
in the sorts of courses they wish to be part of and how theyhey believe that there is a secret agenda, a plot—everyone
are shaped. It is an unusual program but not entirely uniqués playing foul. | think one has to sit down quietly and look

I understand that many schools around the country havat the issues involved, because | do not know that these public
elements of this program that they use. | understand that thexperts who drift into a situation without knowing any of the
department has been supportive of various programs at thacts or the documentation can really put themselves in a
school. It has supported some extraordinary and unusugbsition to know what is going on. Let me make this clear.
changes. In fact, it has also offered support for something thiehave been told—and it may not be the right number—that
school particularly wanted, that is, to have secondary studentsere are 255 students at that school—255 students—and out
in a primary school. That in itself is a fairly unusual occur-of that number there is a very small minority of disruptive
rence and a brave step in terms of innovation and creativitghildren and children who have behaved in a difficult way.
They have allowed that to occur because the communit¥here are about 30 to 40—

wanted them to be there. Members interjecting:

In context, and for those who are not knowledgeable about The SPEAK ER: Order! The minister has the call.
educational reform, around the country the debate is not about The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: Thank you. There are
letting senior secondary students stay at primary school; théome 30 or so children who have had repeated brushes with
debate is actually about changing the school leaving age fahe behaviour management programs in place, and those
primary children and having them go to secondary schoathildren have not behaved in a way that | find acceptable. |
earlier—not just waiting until year 8 but year 7, or possiblywill just say this. For a child to have student directive
even year 6. If you speak to primary school teachers, thegurriculum is a right, and with that right to have that inde-
want children to go to secondary school sooner rather thapendence there come responsibilities, and you have to ask
later because they are larger, more sexually developed agdurself—
more mature in some ways, and they are better suited t0 MsChapman: Blame the children.

secondary education. The SPEAK ER: Order!

Now, having said that, the program at Elizabeth Vale iS TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: —how you manage
absolutely in contradiction to that; and it is peculiar, onethose sorts of programs. However, the reality is that the vast
might say, that this school has one child I think in year 11 inmajority of children want to get on with their learning and it
a primary school. That is most unusual. My view aboutyould be quite unfair to undermine and denigrate those
innovation and creativity is that it is a wonderful thing, but children when we have put in extra resources, extra help and
if we have children in schools and we are spending publigxtra facilitation to support them. In fact, we continue to do
money it has to be based on assessment and good outcom@st continually. To denigrate the professionals who work
| will never support the Department of Education andiogether to sought out what is otherwise a difficult situation

Children’s Services supporting programs which are damaging, terms of children’s disappointment is really to undermine
or which do not produce the best outcomes for childrenthe education process completely.

Whatever innovation we have, | want it assessed, | want it to
produce outcomes and | want it to be something that will give RAIL, OAKLANDS STATION
our children opportunities—and we would all want the same.
Mr HANNA (Mitchell): My question is to the Minister
Dr McFETRIDGE: My question is again to the Minister for Transport. How many trees will be cut down as a
for Education and Children’s Services. Does the ministeconsequence of the proposal to move the Oaklands Railway
agree with the recent media comments made by educationgtation? At a community meeting held in Oaklands Park on
psychologist Dr Darryl Cross when commenting about thel6 October 2005 the minister said:
situation at EIizabth Vale Primary.School? On Radio 5AA  \what | will give you is this—a guarantee. We are not going to
on 9 March, educational psychologist, Dr Darryl Cross, saidzut down trees for this project. We are not going to allow any
The school is well regarded at an international standard off€veloper who purchases land to cut down trees.
Gripe here. . theré are Some. person agendas being playe oy e oN: PF. CONLON (Minister for Transport): It
ripe .. 3 i i
ﬁe?e .. this is adults with egosrc))ut of contrgol. into powe?. F.)in>t/o s g(_)o.d to see the honoure_lble _member is back to be_lng green
agendas. again; we are never certain with the member for Mitchell. |
must say that the first time he went green it was more a
matter of envy rather than ideology from my viewpoint.
_. .. nowonder students aren't learning no wonder teachers and Can | digress from the answer for a moment. Laura
principals are also leaving and getting across into the private sectoknderson fromrhe Advertiser is leaving us today to take up
TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: | have to say that |am a career in Canberra. We all wish her the very best: she is one
disappointed that the member for Morphett is carrying on the@f the more pleasant members of the fourth estate.
line of the previous shadow minister. She used the seagull MsChapman: How many trees?
approach to assessing schools. She would fly in, drop all over The Hon. PF. CONLON: You really are the most
them and fly out—just like in Ceduna. It is very easy forarrogant loser | have ever met!
shadow spokespersons— Mr HANNA: | have a point of order, sir. That is not an
Ms Chapman interjecting: appropriate thing to say to the Speaker.

Dr Cross continued:
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The SPEAKER: Order! | do not need the assistance of projects. | fail to understand what the honourable member
the member for Mitchell. The Minister for Transport has thedoes not understand about that.
call, but | warn the deputy leader, who has been persistently

interjecting over the past 60 minutes. She is now warned. | HOUSING TRUST
ask her to spend the next 11 minutes in silence unless she has o
a question to ask. MsCHAPMAN (Deputy Leader of the Opposition):

TheHon. PF. CONLON: | do apologise, sir. | am a My question is to the Minister for Housing. Why has the
patient and courteous man who is tested beyond enduran@?vernment failed to remove a Housing Trust tenant found
I remind the honourable member of the full comment | maddn Possession of $30 000 of goods stolen from her neigh-
at the public meeting. | said that we would not be taking?OUr's property in Brompton? Mrs C, as | will refer to her,
down the trees for the purposes of it and that we would nof & Housing Trust tenant in Brompton. She has also been the

allow developers to do it if we transferred land to them, buSubject of articles iThe Advertiser in relation to a report that
we added the proviso ‘unless, of course, there was a risR€ Was the victim of a shooting. I am sure that she is familiar

associated with those trees and an arborist would assess th&® the minister. _ _

To my knowledge the trees have not been taken down, but | Last November, the police recovered from her residence

know that, quite recently, an arborist was looking at them. @Pproximately $30 000 worth of property stolen from her
| assure the member for Mitchell that—as a|V\,ays_wenelghbours property. The neighbour has repeatedly written

have kept our word on what we have been doing there. | dif. the minister requesting that Mrs C be relocated due to

not think a great deal has been done to this date because \giminal behaviour directly affecting the immediate neigh-

have been scrupulous about consulting with the locaP®u'S and, desplte_ these requests, a representative Of the
ousing Trust has informed her neighbours that no action

community. As a result of a lot of fearmongering on the par . .
of the member for Mitchell, we took them to a position where'Vou!d be taken by the Housing Trust as the police had not

they were much more relaxed and supportive. It is hard tgressed charges against the tenant. Not only were the stolen
goods found at her premises, but there are also frequent

arguments at the premises which are drug-related and
ity. We do not want to cut down trees for this pro- disruptive to the neighbours, and there is rubbish up against

ject—certainly not significant trees. | am not sure of anythinglhe fence which was meant to be cleared long ago.

seeded in that period of time. | know that in my front yard. The_Hon. J.W.WEATHERILL (Minister for Hous
seedlings come up all the time and | pull them out. | regret it"9): Itis an unusual question, to come into this house about

if that offends the member for Mitchell and his green habits@" individual matter. If the member wishes to correspond

What | said is true. | will check with the department about@P0ut particular cases of concern, | am more than happy to

what work has gone on with the arborist but there is nothingge"’_lI with them. The Housing Trust has this qu_aint notion of
for which I have to apologise. cting on the basis of the law, so when we evict somebody,

we try and formulate a case that will stand up in the Residen-
Mr HANNA: Why does the minister not instruct the tial Tenancies Tribunal. It is something that we thought we

project team carrying out the Oaklands Railway Statioyvould continue with, that is, the notion of seeking to evict
redevelopment to work outside of their silo and take intoP€0Ple on the basis of evidence rather than the say-so of
account the traffic issues surrounding the Warradale shoppirgft@in people who are contestants in a particular dispute.
precinct and Westfield Shopping Town, Marion, as well as! nat Is one of the great difficulties that we have in terms of
the local precinct around the railway station? the whole question of managing disruptive tenancies.
TheHon. PE. CONLON: | assume the member for  Often you will find that there is an element of conflict.
Mitchell is trying to score some points with someone. | amf\eighbours do not always get along with each other. | happen

not sure they have a silo because they are different projects: hI?fV(TI vgry g(')ohdb relat(ijonshipsl, with myl neigh_br?urs,
We have been very open and honest— thankfully, but neighbours do not always get along with one

S another and disputes can arise, and there are allegations and
Mr Hanna interjecting: - Lo
. . . counter allegations. By saying that in this place | do not want
The Hon. P.F. CONLON: Be patient, Kris; | know it is 9 y saying P

. . e A to suggest that any of the things that the member for Bragg
frustrating being a party of one. | know itis frustrating thaty, s said are factual because, from what | understand, there is
no-one, other than you, recognises your greatness.

serious contest about a number of the facts that she puts

meeting. We will continue to consult with the local commun-

Members interjecting: before this house.
The SPEAKER: Order! The way in which we are trying to deal with these issues
An honourable member interjecting: is to look at other ways in which we can manage behaviour.

TheHon. P.F. CONLON: Exactly; he is like that; you When we do not have the standard of proof that might be
are right. The truth is that those subjects were discussed at thecessary for an eviction, we manage, | suppose, some of the
public meeting. The member for Morphett was representingenancies where we anticipate that there might be some
the opposition at the public meeting, and the same answelifficulties, with more use of probationary and short-term
was forthcoming. The projects would address the traffidenancies. That is a tactic that we are seeking to use, and we
issues to which the honourable member refers—the mosire also acting on a number of the recommendations that were
likely and popular one being a grade separation. The reasanade by the Statutory Authorities Review Committee into
| am frustrated with the member for Mitchell is that he hasdisruptive tenancies, from which we had the benefit of the
heard all this before. | do not know why he needs to decoraterisdom of members in the other place who assisted us in that
this place with it. He has heard from both me and the membeegard.
for Morphett that there is no funding commitment from either  The basic principle is this: if we can prove that somebody
the government or the opposition for a grade separation in theas behaved in a way that has been suggested, we evict them,
immediate future. That remains the case. They are separdtat we have to have a basis of evidence. Obviously the
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evidence has not been sufficient for the police to be able tthe grandparents, are now being laid bare in this place. And
prosecute this person, so there is some inadequacy in tlitds a disgrace.

evidentiary base here. Now, whether it is sufficient for us to
act upon is something that | am happy to explore but, befor
we fundamentally change somebody’s rights, that is, kic
them out of a house, we like to have a modicum of evidenc
to base that on.

I will address the question at the level of principle,
ecause that is the only proper basis on which | should
gddress it in this place. What we do when we receive
information in relation to a child protection notification—and
the honourable member should be aware of this because she
participated in this very debate when we amended the
CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILY SERVICES legislation—is that we make an assessment based on all the

... . information we have. It may be information not necessarily
MsCHAPMAN (Deputy L eader of the Opposition): | hqn to the notifier. It may also be information that we have
My question is to the Minister for Families and Communities.

; > . ’ ; about the history that the notifier may have in relation to the
Why did Children, Youth and Family Services fail 0 yoqt of this family, and it may also depend on our judgment
investigate the welfare of Mrs Bryant's grandchildren, despite,,, 1 what other supports we are putting into this family to
being alerted to their possible abuse and their father’s viole

hake sure children are safe. Let us just think through the
history? Mrs Bryant advises that she has tried several tim J g

&¥atural consequence of this.
to have Children, Youth and Family Services investigate the q

welfare of her two grandchildren, and has asked me to raise We are being asked to investigate a family, to send into
her concerns. a family what most people find is a very threatening thing,

She has made reports to Crisis Care and a number of cafidat i, someone to ask a whole lot of questions and run the
to and appearances at the Children, Youth and Famil Ie_r over this family to decide what has happened in this
Services offices, reiterating her concemns. Mrs Bryant ha&mily- We know that when we do that and do not offer any
been advised to keep reporting incidents so as to build up 2€!P it makes that family much more resistant in the future
case yet, despite continually reporting the abuse, no actid 9€tting our assistance and to properly engage with that
has been taken by Children, Youth and Family Services. Hef€!P- SO, it has a cost. An investigation in a family that has
grandchildren have been hit and called names, includin{ﬁIIEd or does not yield a proper outcome has a cost. That is
‘stupid morons’ and the daughter ‘slut’, and were kept atn® approach we always take in relation to child protection.
home until their bruises disappeared. Children, Youth ande &re always focused first and foremost on the interests of
Family Services were told all this and did not act. Fina"y,chlldr.en, not necessarily on the adults in the relat|onsh|p.
photos of their bruises were taken and the school counsellg{g""t is what people should remember before they come in
sighted them. The counsellor reported the abuse to the policire trotting in their stories from adults who have decided to
and Mrs Bryant's son was subsequently charged with assaul@ke into the public sphere a family’s private circumstances.

At no time did Children, Youth and Family Services inter-  One would have to wonder about adults who decide to
view the children or attend the police interview with the son,bring into this place the circumstances of a particular family,
even though they were told of the interview and said that thegnd whether they truly do have the welfare of children at
would attend. Mrs Bryant returned to Children, Youth andheart or whether there is some other secondary motive. They
Family Services to speak with the case manager, who advisedle the things that we think about. If one thinks it through,
that she was too busy to talk. Children, Youth and Familywhat do | have at my disposal at the end of this process? If
Services have shown no inclination to follow up Mrs Bryant's| carry out an investigation and make a judgment about this
concerns and still not even contacted her, and she has no idianily, that the parenting is not up to scratch, what do | do?
where her grandchildren are living. Do | intervene? What are the ways in which | seek to

The SPEAKER: Before | call the minister, | will have intervene with this family?
more to say about explanations later, after giving it some \jsChapman: Well, if you don’t know that, resign.
reflection, but it would seem that the explanation the deputy .
leader just gave was more than was necessary for the minister The SPEAKER: Order! The deputy leader will come to
to be able to answer the question. It was more in the shape 8fder.

a grievance. | would ask members that, when giving an  The Hon, J.W. WEATHERILL: Do | take the children

explanation, their.explanation confine i'gself to the questiorgjl\,\,aly and give them to the grandparents? Is that the sugges-
and to what the minister needs to know in order to be able tqgp here?

render the question intelligible. o
TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL (Minister for Families Ms Chapman interjecting:

and Communities): | must say that the more egregious  The Hon. P.F. Conlon: You know, your interjections are
glemfnt fof t?at $u$]5tion is thg way in whic(kj\ Fhehpersobr;?lbecoming more desperate because you're embarrassed.

etails of a family have now been traversed in the public . i
sphere in a way that completely contradicts every principle The SPEAKER: Order! The minister has the call.
that exists within the Child Protection Act. | would have  TheHon. J.W. WEATHERILL: Dedicated profession-
thought that, as an officer of the Supreme Court, the deputyls make conscientious judgments in this very difficult area
leader would have had some respect for the principles that ag# dealing with family disputes and the welfare of children
contained within that legislation. It is a disgrace that she hagvery day, and they are not assisted by contributions such as
dragged this family through this situation in this place, antthe one made in the question of the member.
she knows it. This legislation is all about the welfare of the
child, and this child’s circumstances and family, in what |
fully suspect is another dispute between grandparents and
their children about the relationship between that child and
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GRIEVANCE DEBATE attempting to cast aspersions on these good South Australian
citizens, particularly people who live in the isolated parts of
the state.

RODEOS

You have rodeos, you have gymkhanas and you have
picnic race meetings and other groups who are all concerned.

The Hon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): | am very pleased to . So | am calling on the government to step in and prevent this
have the opportunity to make one or two comments in

f sort of irresponsible behaviour taking place. | intend to

relfﬁﬂéﬁ&gﬁ::ﬁg;ﬁ%%?;:;2 my heart. pursue these people vigorously and relentlessly. | do not

TheH G M. GUNN- : N '” ¢ intend to be intimidated or threatened whether by Channel 7,
morniﬁg on. .M. - NO, corellas aré tomorrow ;- archer or any of his cohorts, or like-minded people. |

L - look forward to vigorously going after them.
The Hon. M.J. Wright interjecting: Time expired 9 y going
TheHon. G.M. GUNN: While the minister is here, | do '

thank him for his help during the election. He bowled me a INDUSTRIAL RELATIONSLAWS
full toss. Thank you very much.
TheHon. M.J. Wright: Down the leg side. Ms CICCARELLO (Norwood): Today | would again

TheHon. G.M. GUNN: Yes, down the leg side. Let me |ike to speak on a matter of public importance. Again, it is the
say to Channel 7 and to Mr Archer and his small band ofnsidious effects of the Howard government’s new industrial
bigots that it is one thing to get stuck into members ofrelations laws, effects which are already all too plain to see.
parliament, they can respond, and nothing he can say aboutidespread confusion and deep uncertainty dominate
me will cause me to lose any sleep. However, | take veryvorkplaces and kitchen tables across the country. Certainly
strong exception when he and his band of ill-informed critic§ have had hundreds of constituents contact me, who are
set out to denigrate hardworking volunteers—people who argeeply concerned about the effects that these divisive and
doing good for the community and who are raising money foextreme laws will have upon their professional and family
worthy organisations such as the Royal Flying Doctor Servicéves.
and to support their small, hardworking communities. To  Already we have seen the first casualty of these new laws:
refer to them as ‘rednecks’ and other such things is @he dismissal of 29 abattoir workers in Cowra, with the intent
reflection upon the weak case that they are putting up. Thesg rehiring 20 of them at lower pay. The issue here was
people have no understanding. They have created a situatigthether the Cowra abattoir, which employs more than 100
where a decent, hardworking volunteer has been prosecutg@ople and thus must adhere to the unfair dismissal provi-
and now has two criminal convictions, when he did nothingsjons, can escape this by citing ‘operational reasons’ for any
wrong. The people involved have been provocative andismissal. The new legislation outlaws dismissals only if it
disruptive. Their aim is to completely shut down rodeos andan be shown that the employer’s sole or dominant intent was
other sporting organisations— to lower the conditions. The Howard government has claimed

TheHon. M.J. Atkinson: We won't stand for it, Gunny.  that the mediation of the dispute by the Office of Workplace

TheHon. G.M. GUNN: | hope that you will appeal the Services is sufficient evidence that workers have not forfeited
decision and get the conviction because there are certaiheir rights under the new legislation. What rubbish! The
officers within government departments who, shall we saygovernment, and not even the minister responsible for these

have their own agendas with respect to this matter. changes, has been able to say whether the abattoir acted
TheHon. M.J. Atkinson: | am in favour of ethical illegally in the first instance.
rodeos. The government has not even been able to say whether the

TheHon. G.M. GUNN: These people are ethical. My advice given to the Cowra abattoir by the Office of Work-
constituents and the others at Marrabel are ethical, googlace Services was that their conduct had been illegal, which
hardworking, decent South Australian citizens. means that there are only two conclusions which can be

TheHon. M.J. Atkinson: | have been to it once myself. drawn from this debacle: that the original termination was

The Hon. G.M. GUNN: | have been to many, and | look legal and that the Cowra abattoir had every right to act as they
forward to going again. | would look forward to the minister did under the new laws, and that any subsequent act by
attending the Carrieton rodeo so that he could see for himsel§owra abattoir was simply an attempt to avoid adverse
because these people set out to disrupt. It would be apublicity and not as a result of being told that they had acted
interesting exercise to ask: what did they do with theoutside the scope of these new laws.
filming—the videoing—they did? Have they altered the What this all means is that more than 10 million Aust-
videos? Have they set out to put a different emphasis on itfalian employees are now at risk of being sacked for whatever
It is a very interesting question. These are the same peopteason, and with no legal recourse whatsoever. If you were
who want to stop live exports of sheep and cattle. | raise thene of the four million Australians who worked for a
question whether any of those people have been involved icompany which employs less than 100 employees you are
interfering with the stock feed at Portland. Is that the sam@&ow able to be sacked with no rights whatsoever. If you are
group? one of the six million Australians who work for a company

What they are doing, by stealth, is trying to make it sowhich employ more than 100 employees, you are now able
difficult that people will not put themselves forward to run to be sacked for these so-called, legal operational reasons.
these organisations. There is a lot of work involved. There is The Howard government consistently asserts that it is a
a lot of organising, and it takes a lot of time. These peopldriend of the Australian worker. The Howard government
have acted responsibly, and it is a public disgrace that themmnsistently asserts that it is an advocate of small business.
is now an organised campaign—and Channel 7 should havEhe Howard government consistently asserts that it is the
a good look in the mirror because they are involved inprotector of family values. If the Howard government wants
misrepresentation, in creating a situation where they art lay claim to all these titles, it must speak up now. It must
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categorically and unequivocally state to the 10 millionnamely, the ALP—that is, the member for Chaffey, who won
Australians who are at risk of losing their jobs, with no legalher seat as a National Party representative and endorsed
rights whatsoever, that they will not be treated like thecandidate;the member for Mount Gambier; and the member
employees at the Cowra abattoir, that they will not be meréor Fisher, each of whom claims to be Independent. The first
fodder for the whims of their employers. The Howardtwo (the member for Chaffey and the member for Mount
government must stand up for the rights of the workersGambier), of course, have sat as members of the Australian
whom they claim to protect, and repeal the clauses of theicabor Party government in this state during the past term, and
new legislation which allows for this unprecedented attackhey have gone to their electors in the full knowledge of that.
upon the rights of employees. Today our government, alonhe member for Fisher was the Speaker appointed by a
with four other state governments, has taken this case ahajority of this house. What | seek at the next election, and
industrial relations to the High Court, and we hope we carhe next consideration of the boundaries commission, is that
have a rectification of the disastrous effects of these laws atiose factors clearly be taken into account.

the workers of Australia. TheHon. P. Caica: They were; they were re-elected.
How else can they be taken into account?
ELECTORAL DISTRICTSBOUNDARIES MsCHAPMAN: No, this is the first time. They have
COMMISSION been re-elected by the constituency quite properly, but re-

L elected in the full knowledge that they have signed up with
MsCHAPMAN (Deputy L eader of the Opposition). | the Labor Party for the purposes of sitting in government.

rise today to speak in refation to the proposed undertaking§he are able to do that, but | want that matter to be taken
of the Electoral Districts Boundaries Commission over the. . <. C
Hto account at the next hearing.

next 18 months or so. As the house is aware, the Constitutio Ti ired
Act of 1934 was changed after the 1989 election in which Ime expired.
there had been a clear miscarriage of representation in the
opportunity for the party that had the greatest number of votes
in South Australia being able to take government in this — , .
chamber. So, there were changes to the Constitution ACt‘é MsBEDFORD (Florey): This weekend SAPOL Police

POLICE TATTOO

ensure that after each election a commission would b attoo will be held at the Adelaide Entertainment Centre,

established, a commission described as the Electoral Distric 'ghlighti_ng many facets of our wonderful police force and
Boundaries Commission, constituted of a chairman, who wilP€raPs its finest jewel and greatest drawcard, apart from the
be a judge of the Supréme Court appointed by ihe Chidporses, the band of the South Australia Police. It should be

Justice, the Electoral Commissioner and the Surveyo@Cknomedged that the support of the Commissioner of Police

neral, with h having nomin wers of intm rPas been imperative in keeping this eventin _Sou_thAustraIia.
Ssewilfl th each having nominee powers of appointme understand other states have been eyeing it off as the

Usually the commission is chaired by the most senimnauior"S premier tattoo, in much the same way as they eyed

psne uge of e Suprem Court 11 0 underake 1" &7 SYelualy ook o Grand P sl e o e
duties, effectively, as soon as practicable after each electiorﬂ p

with a view to convening meetings, taking submissions ana'vonderful calendar of exciting entertainment in this state

making a determination to identify boundaries that are to bgwb':\bfle {or fa;”:'“?rsl a_nd peoplletotftall ages. heduled for th
effective for the following election, which we know, of niortunately, the inaugural tatioo was scheduled for the
weekend after the Ansett collapse—of course without

course, in this case will be on 20 March 2010. The commis-n wing that w. ming—not to mention September 11
sion is to take into account a number of criteria as laid dowrt1OWINg that was coming—not 1o mention Septembe )
hese disasters had a big effect on attendances, as people

by the act but, in particular, to summarise it as simply as - .
possible, to ensure that whichever party or party in coalitiof'€"€ N0t flying as much that weekend and, although it was

that has the greatest number of votes in a state election hgsgr:eag Snﬂcctfsﬁ' Iﬂ?:n pl[far?eg]tcl)nsay tPat th? ?\P:entt ?tas shlnce
the opportunity to govern, therefore, of course, enjoying theo"€ ho tts eng fobsle gb. dyeas E)ast, ble a;t(r)]o Iast
greatest opportunity to have the greatest number of seats.”€€" N0St t0 SOME fabulous bands, Most notably at the 1as
Like the other 46 members of this chamber. | Wasevent the band of the Irish Guards, which recently made
- ; ' i -worldwide news as the band at Windsor Castle which played
privileged at the last election to be elected by my constltuenl-_h,j‘ppy Birthday for the Queen’s 80th. This year should be the
cy. We have new members on all sides of the house. We haye : , - i
tr)(e restoration of the member for Mitchell, who is now est tattoo yet, with Galga's own Julie Anthony starring,

- long with bands from all over Australia and international

::Trlﬁﬁﬁ]r:g ge ?rtl'atEvighh g elgsmhaa}gri?ya% gug Sgg?/t\'/zna”oﬂ a?/%ﬁands featqring acts from cour)tries such as the Netherlands
seats that have a similar number of people in them. That i%nd the United States of America.
also part of the task of the commission, namely, to ensur We had a brief peek at the talent of the band of the
that, consistent with the equal value equal vote principle, thap> /th Fleet when they marched through Glenelg last
will be maintained and, as best as possible, take into accoutfeekend. Thanks have to go to the many volunteers who
demographic predictors that that will occur in 2010. My SUPPOIt the event not only when it is being held at the
understanding is that the next commission will be chaired bjFntertainment Centre but also on the weekend when they
the Hon. Justice John Perry, who is the most senior in tha¥ere handing out fliers to the crowd lining the streets. It was
position. He will undertake that area of responsibility. great to see Jetty Road lined with people for the parade, led

The reason | particularly raise this issue is because wBY members of South Australia’s state calisthenics teams who
have a very unusual situation in South Australia, where wdave leant so much talent and colour to all tattoos. A former
have representatives in three seats at least where they claigam of calisthenics stars has appeared with the SAPOL band
to be Independent or represent another political party buat Edinburgh, which is a rare honour; and | am pleased to say
have demonstrated their support to the governing partghat the girls had a fantastic impact on the crowd.
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The Calisthenics Nationals will be held in Darwin in July nonsense and what a huge waste of money! An employee of
this year. Along with the member for Adelaide, it is my the company that is building these bridges said to me, ‘Do
privilege to be the patron of the Calisthenics Association ofyou realise that these bridges will be the largest single span
South Australia. | mention all this because the 2007 Calislifting bridges in the world? Do you realise they lift across the
thenics Nationals will be held in Adelaide at the Festivalprevailing winds?’ If these bridges blow back they will be
Theatre. | urge all members to consider visiting their locakuined. When they are up in the air they will catch so much
calisthenics club, if they have not already done so, anavind. These questions have not been addressed. | hope he is
become involved in what will be a fantastic event. | alsowrong for the state’s sake. | commend the government,
encourage members to attend one of the tattoo’s performaparticularly the Minister for Transport, for progress to date
ces. | can assure all members that it is a spectacular event rat the new deep seaport at Outer Harbor. The dredging is
to be missed. finished and now the new loop rail is going in. Is it too late

While speaking about national events, it was my privilegeto modify these bridges so that we do not end up with another
to represent the Premier over the Easter weekend at thielong liability?

National Highland Dancing Competitions of Australia which | was in favour of the trams and a member on the other
were hosted in Adelaide. | congratulate Mr Stephen Burgesside of the house did pick up on a contribution I made in this
and his organising committee for a fantastic job. Overhouse in 1991. | have always been in favour of trams in
500 competitors from all over Australia, as well as inter-relation to moving people, because they are the most
national dancers, vied for the trophies that were on offersuccessful way. But | believe we missed the boat—or the
While almost overwhelmingly outnumbered, | withessed theéram—right back in the 1960s when we pulled up the tram
outstanding performances of the eventual winner, a youngystem. We should have put in a basic underground subway
man from New South Wales, and another young man fronback in the 1930s. We had an excellent physical lo-
Scotland, who, over the various forms of dance, competed aation—parklands and four city squares—in which to create
an extremely high standard, only knocking off each other bya great mini tube. Now it is too late. | believe that bringing
a fraction, | believe. the trams down King William Street on a double track will

This form of dance, highland dancing, could well be calledbe a disaster. We already have an acute traffic problem on
a dance sport, because the level of fitness required to compétérg William Street. It is there this afternoon, if members
at this level is extraordinary. Also the tartan costuming iswant to have a look.
spectacular, rivalling perhaps to a small degree the costumes What will happen if we take out two traffic lanes in King
that we see in callisthenics. The dance competitions are helilliam Street? At peak hour, often there is only one lane
over six areas, with 36 dancers working at any one time iravailable as a result of the buses and congested traffic. If the
front of a panel of judges. We have a number of world-buses are taken out, it will contribute further to consumer
credentialled judges in Australia, and the head judge was @sistance to use our decaying public transport system. | am
gentleman who had won the national dancing competitionsiot opposed to using trams per se, but we cannot just plonk

All the dancing is done to live bagpipe music. | especiallythem in and create more traffic chaos. Can | suggest an
like that, which is great, but | think some people found thatalternative? | suggest a single loop line from Victoria Square
by the end of the day, it was too much. It is another femal¢o North Terrace. It would travel via Trades Hall Lane,
sport where participation is encouraged from girls of all agesBentham Street, Leigh Street and Bank Street and return via
We have girls aged from five or six right up to the senior orGawler Place or, if that is not suitable, Charles Street, Arcade
masters events. As with most female sports, including netball,ane, Wyatt Street and Flinders Street. It would be a single
it is not as well supported as it could be. It is something thatane doing a loop. This proposal leaves open the option to
members would do well to find out about in their electorateinclude North Adelaide via Kintore Avenue, Victoria Drive,
There is a large number of Scottish highland dancing schoolrome Road and Brougham Place at a later stage.
in South Australia, not to mention Irish dancing, and that sort There is much to commend this alternative option. It goes

of culture is to be encouraged at all levels. to the same place but it has double the amount of pick-up
opportunities for people, more space at passenger pick-up
PORT RIVER OPENING BRIDGE points on non-essential low-demand roads, a single track, less

obstruction and less visual impairment of the overhead wires.

Mr VENNING (Schubert): | want to take a few moments e have the wrong tram to do the tight right turns from King
to put this government on notice. The previous Liberaljjliam Street into North Terrace. The Bombardier trams,
government has been accused of wasting taxpayers’ mongich the government purchased in political haste, do not
on two projects—the soccer stadium and the Australian Winflave a good turning circle. The government should have
centre. While | did not agree with some of the processes ajought the French Alston tram, which turns in one-third of
the time, at least we have two gOOd facilities that are used a%e arc required by the tram we have. We will have a very
appreciated. This government is about to inflict on the stat@jide obtrusive turn for this tram, or we will see regular
two huge white elephants, which will have long-termgerailments at the No. 1 intersection in Adelaide. With all the
ramifications for all South Australians. | refer to the goodwill in the world, | hope it is not too late for the
$100 million lifting bridges over the Port River and the government to change its mind and leave us an asset, not a
extension of trams down King William Street to North |japijlity.
Terrace.

The huge extra cost for the bridges cannot be justified; and NUCLEAR POWER
members should check the Public Works Committee
reference. Some 80 per cent of stakeholders were opposed to TheHon. SW. KEY (Ashford): Thank you, Madam
it but, for political reasons, we are stuck with it. Well, they Deputy Speaker. | take this opportunity to congratulate you
will go the same way as the infamous Adelaide Oval lighton this role that you now have, and | know that you will be
towers: they will be welded up and later removed. Whatbrilliant in that role as you have acted in the past. Today |
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would like to address my grievance to the nuclear power ADDRESSIN REPLY
industry. For many years | have been an activist against
uranium mining, and against nuclear power because | have Adjourned debate on motion for adoption (resumed on
always been concerned by the fact that there are a number wiotion).
issues that do not, in my view, seem to have been adequately (Continued from page 128.)
addressed. First of all, there has been an ongoing concern—
and this has been voiced by many people in our community— Mr VENNING (Schubert): | thank Her Excellency the
about the leakage of toxic by-products into the environmentovernor, Marjorie Jackson-Nelson, for her address in
and there has been a number of accounts of that happenirgpening the 51st parliament. | wish to compliment her on the
Certainly our indigenous people have raised concerns aboniagnificent way in which she has enriched the position of
their traditional land, and problems that they have seen witgovernor here in South Australia and | was pleased with
waterways being made toxic through leakage. There is th@day’s announcement that she had agreed to extend her term
ever concerning issue of the proliferation of nuclearfor another year. We are all very pleased. She has endeared
weapons—although | do not want to address my grievanclerself to all South Australians and is much loved. | hope she
to weapons of mass destruction and where are they, and thas personal fulfilment for a job well done. I not only support
whole debate in the peace movement which, again, | haveer as our Governor but | support the role that she plays as
very strong views about—and also the likelihood of plantour Queen’s representative here in South Australia. Yes, | do
meltdown. support the Queen and her continuing as our monarch. May
As someone who more recently is not up to date with thé wish her our best wishes on the occasion of her 80th
debate in this area, | was very interested to read in the loc&lrthday. | congratulate her and Prince Philip for a wonderful
Sunday Mail an article by John Bruni, who was described ag'eign as Queen. Long may she reign over us.
an Adelaide-based international security analyst, and is also, | congratulate the Speaker on his attainment of the highest
| understand, a university lecturer. So, | thought, ‘This isoffice this house can bestow. | am confident that he will do
good. Itis good that Adelaide has its own expert in this area@ good job and that his background and Christian ethic will
What he was saying, in a nutshell, is that scientific evidencatand him in good stead. God bless him and guide him. | did
increasingly supports the notion that most Western civiliarnote that Labor won the election, and | congratulate it for
nuclear power plants are generally well-run, pose fewhat. | congratulate the new ministers, especially the Hon.
environmental risks, and that civilian technology cannot bd*aul Caica. He just happens to be sitting here and it is written
easily turned towards military purposes. | must say that thosdown! | appreciate competence and good nature in all
are certainly reassuring comments. So, in my quest to segembers of parliament, and he was a very good Public
whether | am, perhaps, overreacting to what | consider to b#/orks Committee chair and now has been rewarded. Let it
great concerns in this area, | did a literature search, and of¢ an observation to new members that good committee
of the more recent articles that | referred to was an articl€hairs will usually be rewarded. | was not. | was ERD chair
called ‘Final Resting Place’ iNew Scientist, 4 March 2006, for seven years, but | was not rewarded.
where the title says, ‘Amid all the talk of a nuclear renais- To the Hon. Paul Caica, good on you, mate. | have
sance, we seem to have forgotten something, says RaMppreciated the very good fraternity we have built up over the
Haugaard Nielsen.’ This article talks about that probleryears. | also want to congratulate the members for Unley,
which has been discussed in this place, which is, how safe fsnniss, Hammond and Goyder as new members of this place.
the storage of nuclear waste? | commend this article tbcongratulate them on their maiden speeches. They were all
members in this house because | think it does, with th&ery entertaining. | sat here because | had to because | am the
appropriate scientific references, talk about the problems th&lYhip, but | have to say that it was not an unpleasant task
we have had, and how we can learn from those problems.whatsoever. | must say that | was very disappointed that the
| know that technology has advanced since my days ofion. Steph Key was rolled in a factional deal; and | am
working as a campaigner for the Campaign Against Nuclea$erious. | cannot understand why. There is not a more
Energy (CANE)—that is some decades ago now—but thigopular, hard working and diligent person in the government
article does not make me feel any more satisfied that we atban Steph: a friend to us all. Irrespective of this, we think she
in a state of play where this is the way forward. | also refeis the best. To you and Kevin, my best wishes.
members in this chamber iew Scientist article on 22 April | say here again briefly how saddened | was at the passing
2006 which says, ‘Is it all over for nuclear power?’ | am of the Hon. Terry Roberts, a good MP and a good man, and
pleased that the debate has moved to say that we need to lodlgood mate of mine. Opposites in many ways, yes, but we
at a number of different alternatives, whether it be oil, nucleahit it off. He gave me faith in the political system. Again, my
renewables, gas, coal, or some of the new technology ardndolences to Julie and the boys.
new ideas that we are looking at with hot rocks, wind power | was saddened to be parted from so many dear friends in
and solar power. Again, | always think back to the disasterghe parliament at the election: two retired (Dean Brown and
and | do not think | am a pessimist by nature, but | remembedohn Meier) and five lost their seats (Malcolm Buckby, Joan
the list of accidents: in 1957 we had Windscale in Britain: inHall, Joe Scalzi, Angus Redford and Rob Brokenshire). They
1979, Three Mile Island, and the associated Harrisburg; iwill be missed, and | commend them on so many years of
1986, we had the Chernobyl in the Ukraine disaster; in 199%xcellent service to this state. All of them assisted me in so
Tokaimura in Japan; and in 2004, Mihama in Japan. So, many ways. | am delighted that another good friend has taken
think we best remember those as well. over as Liberal leader, and what a delight to have a lady as
Time expired. deputy. | cannot recall one in this house before. | wish lain
and Vickie all the best. They have my full support, and long
may they reign.
| was delighted at the re-election, again, of the
Hon. Graham Gunn. They threw everything at him and, after
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36 years, he is back. | think we all thought that not even thenent. | believe that if Mr Lewis, the member for Hammond,
Hon. Graham Gunn could sustain this. He did, and he is backad put us back in, we would still be there today.

and | look forward to his input as a valued friend. The people An honourable member: No, you wouldn't.

of Stuart and the outflung areas have the greatest ambassadoMr VENNING: | firmly believe that. Anyway, the rest
that one could wish for. If 36 years is not proof of that, | dois history, and government members can gloat or smile or
not know what is. As politicians, because we all strive to keepvhatever; they are there. The rest is history, and | am sure
our seats, we all need to ask: how does he do it? He contirthat we will all look back and ask: why did it happen? Our
ually swims against the electoral and political tide, and hestate is now reverting back to being the worst performing
survives. We should just consider and contemplate that. state in Australia.

On another tack, | was quite stunned to hear of the illness Something that was instilled in me by my father (a friend
of another wonderful person and a friend of so many in hereof Tom Playford’s), which pertains to Labor just as much as
Mr Hayden Lamshed is one of the nicest people | have eveo us, was to be loyal to the party that gives you the oppor-
met. He is so helpful, so considerate, so cheerful and stnity to serve and that to do anything else will lead to
optimistic. The work that he did as a member of fensard ~ spending the rest of your life in misery. | know that certain
staff will long be remembered by me. It was he, above alpeople in this parliament would know what the misery is. To
others, who put shine on so many of my rough speeches—tt® otherwise will give you lifelong grief. If a person is true
good, the bad and the ugly. | understand that he was suddertly their party and their beliefs they will gain friends and
struck down and has had to leave the parliament. To yougspect on both sides of this house.

Hayden, godspeed for a full recovery. Our best wishes to you, | believe and have faith in the two-party system, and what
and thanks so much for all your support and friendship. Yolthappened in the other place is a disgrace. | have concerns
are, indeed, one of nature’s true gentlemen, and we will longbout its current mode of operation. That is a long-held belief
remember your efforts on our behalf. of mine; it has not just come out of the woodwork. When the

Honourable members: Hear, hear! council had members representing separate regions of South

Mr VENNING: | am, indeed, privileged to be elected to Australia back in the 1960s it worked the same as the Senate,
this place for the fifth time, with a good majority, in the bestand it worked well. The Senate’s franchise protects small
electorate in Australia. | have heard other members clairstates such as South Australia, and | am very supportive of
that, but I will match them vote for vote, facility for facility that. Why cannot the Legislative Council do the same here
and drop for drop, because | do have the most wonderfudnd protect minorities who live in the regions of our state?
electorate and the most wonderful people. | thank the peopldow we have people elected on a state ticket, a rubber stamp
of Schubert for again putting their trust and faith in me andof the successful party in power and, with eight-year terms,
to the many who rang and wrote, offering their best wisheshat means that at least half of them do not feel the heat at
and congratulations. | particularly thank my campaign teamevery election. | have many friends who serve in that
headed by the wily Peter Frazer (many of you will knowchamber, and | bear no personal malice towards them.
him), and my electorate chairperson, Mrs Stephanie Martirlowever, this is a belief that | have had for many years.
One could not wish for a more loyal and hardworking team South Australia is a small state and, like Queensland, | think
even in the face of the probable defeat of our party. We raisethe government would be more efficient as a one house
more money than ever before: it is a pity that it was in vainsystem. However, | moderate my long-term beliefs: change
I thank my family, particularly my wife, Kay. | do agree with it and keep it, or leave it and abolish it.
some, particularly the member for West Torrens— If I live to be 100 (that is 40 years’ time, and | will not do

Mr Koutsantonis: The brains of the oultfit! so unless | change my ways), | believe that we will see the

Mr VENNING: They do vote for her, not necessarily for demise of state governments as we know them today, making
me. | noted the comment of the member for West Torrens lastay for wider federal powers and the establishment of larger
night, and | agree with his comments in relation to the personegional local government—some would call them super
who manages the rest of my life. councils. We see it in Queensland, in the greater Brisbane

| have also been honoured by my colleagues to be electamuncil. The cost of bureaucracy and the duplication across
as the Opposition Whip, a role which | never coveted.our country is enormous, and really cannot be justified in this
However, | accept the challenge. | pay tribute to the formemodern age.
whip, John Meier, who occupied the position for 12 years, Talking of 100, | wish to congratulate the Ahrens com-
and | never heard a complaint from anyone, particularly fronpany and the Ahrens family of Sheoak Log on celebrating
those opposite. He had a very good relationship with thd00 magnificent years last weekend. And what a celebration!
member for Torrens, and | hope to continue that relationship/V/hen the Ahrens celebrate, they celebrate. They booked out
He served the parliament well, and | wish him the best in hishe Entertainment Centre and entertained over 1 000 people,
retirement—and | hope he will be on the end of the phoneand they did it again on the Sunday. | was very pleased to be
when | need him, because it has to be coming up! involved. To Bob and Marj and also the new brooms, the

| also congratulate the new Mayor of Gawler (and | noteyounger generation, Stef and Leanne, congratulations and
that the new member for Light is about to speak), who is avell done, and good luck for the future. | often think: who
most capable lady. She served as deputy mayor when Torshould | ask to replace me in this place? One day | am going
Piccolo was mayor. | wish Her Worship Ms Helena Dawkinsto retire—not yet. | could think of no better person than
all the best. | am very pleased to be associated with her, heomebody like Stef Ahrens. This is the first time | have said
family and her council. She is a wonderful person: | know heranything like this. | would be insulted to ask Stef Ahrens if
very well. he would come into this place, because this person deals with

History will show that this state changed course in$30 million to $40 million projects. He has taken the
February 2002, when one person tipped out the incumberbmpany from a position of probably $7 million to
government—a government that had achieved 51.5 per cefit0 million, to a company of $80 million to $100 million. He
of the total state vote—and installed the Rann Labor goverris a risk taker, he is a leader, he is a go-getter. Do you think
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he would come to this house? Do you think he would wantn sight. The ultimate honour for me was not to be the whip,
to come to this house? Do you think he would survive on ther a shadow minister, or even a minister, for that matter.
salary that we are paid here? Do you think the challeng&/hen | was contacted by the wine fraternity of the Barossa,
would be enough to satisfy him? No, | do not think so. Theseow three years ago, and asked whether | would accept the
are the sort of people the state needs. These are the sorttafnour of being a companion of the order—Baron of
people who will lead our state in future. Barossa—I was blown away. What better recognition than
Ms Ciccarello: How dare you offend all of us! this for a boy from the bush, being accepted by the locals. |
Mr VENNING: | hear the comment from the member for will forever be proud of this achievement alone. MPs do not
Norwood, but that is how it is. | see a lot of very gifted often get recognition, especially when they are still in the
people in my representation, and you would not ask some gfarliament, and often while they are still alive.
them because it would be an insult. They may feel itis their The only other MP ever to be a baron before me was the
duty. | know several of my new colleagues—one in particudate Hon. Sir Condor Laucke, a past member of this place and
lar—sacrificed salary severely to come to this place and whahen President of the Senate—a great South Australian by any
will the media say about it? They will accuse him of being onaccount. What a pleasure it was to be present a few months
the gravy train. One of my colleagues has just arrived, and wago when another MP was recognised in the same way. The
can consider what he was doing before and what he is doinigon. Alexander Downer was so recognised late last year, an
now. Everything was provided, long-term contracts and gredtonour he accepted with pride. Again, a very prominent
respect. What is he going to get in this job? All | can say toSouth Australian.
the four of them on this side of the house, is thank you for | feel | have let my electorate down over the last four
coming in here; | hope you get satisfaction and fulfilment and/ears.
do not take what the media say to you to heart because, if you An honourable member interjecting:
do, it will destroy you. Mr VENNING: The last four years, only four years. The
Also, | was pleased to attend Eli Hambour's 100thmember will get his chance to have a go at me later on,
birthday late last year—a phenomenal feat. Some of yobecause | cannot have a go back, but | can assure you that you
would know this gentleman. He is so fit, so well, so sharp anavill not wait very long. As an adjoining electorate | will give
so alert. He has been a JP since 1932. Do you know what? Heu plenty of advice, particularly about your main street. You
is still doing it. Wow! An Australian record and probably an had better fix it while you are here becauss @&iB disgrace.
international record. While we are celebrating, today is thé hope you mention it in your speech. The Rann Labor
50th birthday of a great Australian and international icon. Ingovernment has all but totally ignored my electorate over the
May 1956 Penfolds Grange Hermitage first went on sale. liast four years. After eight years of tremendous economic and
is now, indeed, a world benchmark for premium red winessocial activity and high achievement under the former Liberal
There is no argument, irrespective of where you live or whagovernment, now we have nothing; a total cut-off of any
you drink. It is the world’s premium wine. It put the Aust- governmentinvestment at all. The only activity between 2002
ralian wine industry on the map in 1990, when it was theand 18 March 2006 was the new Angaston Primary School,
world’s best wine. It knocked off all the Americans, the an initiative of the previous Liberal government and the
Robert Mondavias of the world—forget it. We were there andederal government. | acknowledged the minister’s input at
we have been there ever since. the time, and | am thankful for that.
Ms Ciccarello interjecting: Labor came into power. What happened? What did they
Mr VENNING: We do not need to recount that episode,do? They instantly cancelled the new Barossa hospital, which
member for Norwood, when we had a fine wine tasting ofwas on the go; they cut the funding for the Barossa Music
50 Granges. That was fantastic. As the member for Schubefgstival, it instantly closed; the wine train ceased operation,
| am indeed honoured to be associated with the late Mawith no government assistance or encouragement. No
Schubert, who pioneered and made this wonderful wine, ancouragement at all. Nor have they tried, or even attempted
wine that changed the industry in Australia forever, a wingo establish a daily commuter rail service. | was incensed with
that every aspiring winemaker tries to emulate—and evethe minister’s response on ABC radio. She had a shot at me
better—but very few do. Congratulations to Peter Gago andaying, ‘Why should we put a commuter service to the
all at Penfolds, and also to Thelma and the Schubert familyBarossa when it wouldn’t be viable; it wouldn't pay its way?’
I will invite them in again soon, to toast the occasion. OfWhat commuter service pays its way in South Australia?
course, what should we toast it with? You know what weWhat rail service in South Australia pays its way? So, why
would drink. | wish them well. should this one? All | am saying is equity. Our people need
To represent the Barossa Valley, the Adelaide Hills anchn equal opportunity like everyone else. The problem I have
a wonderful part of the River Murray, Mannum, is an honouris that people are losing enthusiasm. The Barossa offers
any MP would covet and be proud of. Having been here foworld-class experiences, and | invite all the new members to
almost 16 years, | now do not represent the area | did whecome to Barossa and be my guest.
| first arrived here after the by-election in 1990. In one way Mrs Geraghty: Ivan, we've been there.
| am saddened to move away from where | started and where Mr VENNING: The new members have not. We have the
I lived, but what a consolation. | am not at home, but what arbest wine, the best food, the best company and the best
opportunity: such an economic powerhouse; such dynamisngcation. We have a region full of living legends: Peter
such standards of excellence; such rich tradition; such loyalty.ehmann, Wolf Blass, Robert Hill Smith, Colin Gramp, Carl
The Barossa and its regions have been so good to me. | wieppelt, David Clark and Grant Burge; the list goes on and
cherish this region and its people for the rest of my life.  on. The Barossa is the most identifiable tourist destination in
My role as an MP has given me a wonderful opportunityAustralia, and it is better known than Adelaide in many areas
to live a life 1 would not have appreciated otherwise. As mosbf the world. When you tour other countries (and, no doubt,
members know, | came from a very sheltered Methodissome members will before the end of their career), if you are
farming family at Crystal Brook, and there is not a grapevinan Europe they will ask you where you come from. If you say
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that you come from South Australia, blank face; Adelaidethat deliberate? There was not even a token mention of any
blank face; but if you say ‘Barossa’, their face lights up. Itroads. No wonder the RAA is mobilising against the decision
happens all the time. This unique position is now undemakers in government. | totally reject the government’s
threat. Many other Australian regions are doing all they carriticism of the RAA as a political body. To say that it is a
to knock us off our hard-earned pedestal. Western Australia®bby group for the Liberal Party is grossly insulting,
Margaret River, Victoria's Yarra Valley and Rutherglen, andunprofessional and childish. The RAA is purely acting on
the New South Wales Hunter Valley are all after us andoehalf of its members. What else would you expect?
trying to attack our premium position. That premium position ~ Our community is most concerned at this time at the ever
is a fantastic marketing tool that we use very well. burgeoning price of petrol. It was $1.44 last week for one
The governments of all the states are really pushing theilitre—not a gallon but one litre. What are our alternatives?
regions to become the prime wine region, but what is ouWhat are our options? What can bring relief from this huge
government doing to help maintain our prized position? Iimpost on working families? There is an alternative: it is
does not even recognise that we are in a prized position. Waiofuel. We have an excellent opportunity here in South
do not see the ministers in the area. | have seen the Ministéwustralia to lead Australia in the provision of an alternative
for Tourism in an official capacity once in four years, andbiofuel: ethanol generated from our cereal grains. Biofuel is
there have been plenty of invitations. There has beeavailable now here in South Australia, but there are no real
absolutely nothing, and the people are very concerned. Thiacentives to ensure that it can be a long-term and viable
grape and wine industry is under severe economic pressuregonomic alternative. Why do not governments, state and
and the feeling of pessimism deepens daily. This fact ougHederal, remove the excise on biofuel and, in fact, subsidise
to be sheeted home to us all. If there was any doubt, thigs use by reducing the mean price by the amount of the
dropping of the naming— excise on fossil fuels, especially the most refined, the most
TheHon. PF. Conlon: Have | got a surprise for you!  polluting and the less environmentally friendly petrol. Itis a
Mr VENNING: | know that you are surprised. You give challenge I think we have to pick up.
me a whisper and | will be nice to you. | noted with interest the maiden speech of the new
Members interjecting: member for Newland, especially in relation to the nuclear
Mr VENNING: Be careful! There is one fact that really option to generate power. | also noted a few moments ago the
upsets me, and it sheets home the problem to all of us. | waomments made by the member for Ashford. It has been a
floored and absolutely flattened when | heard that the naminigng-held belief of mine that we need to cut our reliance on
sponsor of our world-class event, the Jacobs Creek Todossil fuels. As a farmer, | am very aware of how vital our
Down Under, was withdrawn. That is the biggest smack irclimate is to our primary industries here in South Australia.
the face you could give this state. Jacobs Creek, the moStouth Australia depends on its farmers and their crops. | fear
recognisable Australian wine brand in the world, saw fit— very much for the effects of climate change. | have no doubt
TheHon. P.F. Conlon: Penfolds might have something that our climate is changing, as extremes in our weather lately

to say about that. have proved to us all.
Mr VENNING: It is more recognisable than Penfolds. | am no greenie, but | do note, observe and listen to the
TheHon. P.F. Conlon: Well, they sell more. scientists; and | stand out in the field and | ponder our future.

Mr VENNING: Yes, they do. | congratulate Orlando Can we reduce our dependence on fossil fuel based power
Wyndham for its wonderful support of this great event, andstations? Can we close down the dirtiest power station in
I commend it in these straitened economic times. They havAustralia at Port Augusta, bearing the dirtiest and poorest
refocused on their loyal grape suppliers and their fantastiquality brown coal? After all, coal supplies from Leigh Creek
employees. That is why they cannot afford it: they have hadavill be depleted in 15 years, anyway. We must close these
to pull in their horns because they were not getting valudossil fuel generators eventually. So, can we meet the demand
from the sponsorship. It is not too late to turn this around. with more wind generators or more photovoltaic cells?
invite the ministers for tourism, transport, infrastructure andEveryone knows we never will. The Kyoto agreement—and
agriculture— I remind the house that we are not a signatory to it—says that

TheHon. P. Caica: What about me? we must reduce our greenhouse emissions now. How? How

Mr VENNING: —and the Hon. Paul Caica—in fact, all can we when we are more power hungry every year.
of them—to the electorate at any time. | welcomed a visitby We have the world’s biggest supply of uranium. We have
the Minister for Health (Hon. John Hill) before the election. so much open space for a nuclear facility—not that it is now
I hope that, by his principle of fairness and equity, we will a requirement to have the space. The tragedy is that we have
see some activity in the provision of a new health service fonever had a nuclear debate in this house—not ever. How
the Barossa in the next couple of years. refreshing it was to a hear a member opposite—not a member

Ever since arriving here, | have been a champion of raibf the socialist-left though, which is more the pity—agree that
and road. The state of our roads today grieves me greatly. Vithere is an alternative. Now surely can we at least have this
have gone from the best roads in Australia to the worst. Nalebate? Are we allowed to touch the subject? Can we give it
state or territory government spends less on its roads than thseme good, thoughtful discussion? If you even raise it in the
government has over the last four years. Labor’s record oparty room, you are called a redneck or whatever. It is too
roads, both country and metro, over the last four years ipolitically damaging. | think now is the time to say, ‘Hang
atrocious. It was Labor who axed and sold the Liberalbon, there is not any alternative.” There is not; there is no
government's MATS plan for a metropolitan transportalternative.
corridor, and look now: it is trying to recreate it at huge cost  In deference to the member for Ashford, the person whom
and disruption. | just praised a few moments ago, | would like to read the

To top this off, the Governor’s speech did not have onearticle to which she referred. | cannot see our way out. We do
mention of roads—not a mention. Yes, it mentioned bicycleneed a baseline. | think South Australia can lead the nation,
tracks, but what a disgrace—bicycle tracks but no roads. Wass being in the middle of the country, having the ideal site at
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Port Augusta at the top of the gulf, having the uranium andhird birthday on the shifroma as it travelled across the
having huge underground chasms to store the small amouwborld to Melbourne.
of waste. | do not understand. If anyone asks, ‘What is the | do not recall the events surrounding my arrival in my
alternative?’—you tell me. Do members think that we canmew country, but | am determined to protect the nature of this
survive relying on wind generation and photovoltaic cells?great country that my parents found so inviting all those years
What happens on a windless, dark night? You had better ggjgo. | will never be able to fully comprehend the hardships
two sticks out because that is the only power you will get. Itmy parents endured to ensure a better life in this wonderful
does not happen, does it? Technology will solve the problergountry. They came to Australia not knowing the language
but for now we do not have any choice. or having any understanding of the culture in order to give
I also commend the member for Stuart on his campaigtheir children a better life. | thank them for their support and
in relation to the Marrabel rodeo. | think it is a disgrace thatunconditional love that has been the basis for all | have
a public person (who was purely the signatory on the form agchieved in my life. It was my parents, in particular my
the public person of a company) gets a criminal record purelfather, who unwittingly through his stories, guided my early
because someone took umbrage to the horse being in the pgocial and political thinking.
with two steers and also for someone ill-advisedly using the | will digress a moment to share a personal story so
cattle prod. | support the member for Stuart. | also support thenembers can gain an understanding of why | am a proud
Address in Reply. member of the Labor movement. My paternal grandfather
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Before calling the member died when my father was only a few months old, so my
for Light, | draw the house’s attention to the fact that this isgrandmother had to raise five children on her own during a
the member’s first speech and ask that he be accorded tlige when there was no welfare and no income support and
normal courtesy on this important occasion. Italy was gearing up for the war effort. They were tough
times. In addition to working on the family land, my dad also
Mr PICCOLO (Light): | acknowledge the traditional Worked for other landowners to support the family. The
owners of the land on which the parliament is built. | take thigandowners were less than enlightened in those days. My
opportunity to recognise the traditional owners of the land orfather at times would be beaten by the landowner if the
which this house stands, the Kaurna people. | also acknoWandowner felt that my father was not working hard enough.
ledge Her Excellency as the Crown’s representative to thidy father was only 12 years old at the time.
parliament. | also take this opportunity to congratulate you, Mr Koutsantonisinterjecting:
Mr Speaker, on your election to high office, and | express my  Mr PICCOL O: You are quite right. The war effort meant
confidence that this tenure will be fair and judicious. Madanthat most of the crops were confiscated by the authorities to
Deputy Speaker, | also congratulate you on your appointmenfeed the soldiers overseas. My father and his family suffered
It is a great honour to stand in this place as the member fafom immense poverty. Never again should such times be
Light. I look around this chamber and see many colleaguegliowed to return; never again should working people be
who are also representing their districts for the first timesubject to such injustices. While not educated in a formal
particularly on my side of the house. | congratulate them andense, my parents were determined that their children would
join with them in pledging to advance the lives of all Southreceive a good education. My parents worked very hard, at
Australians and, in particular, the people of Light. times working at more than one job, to provide their children
The fact that so many of my colleagues in this place haiWith the opportunity to gain a good education in this country.
from my side of the political spectrum is a testament to thdt is of great sadness to me that my father is not alive today
leadership and vision of the Premier, and for this | congratuto hear and see me deliver my first speech. My family and
late him. The clear majority that was returned at this statériends tell me that he would, indeed, be very proud.
election represents an overwhelming endorsement of the My journey to this place has been a long one. | had a few
Rann government. Additionally, this decisive vote ofdetours. At the age of four, | started schooling at Evanston
confidence reflects a mandate for further reform and presen®imary School. There is nothing unusual in that—except that
a challenge to the government to act boldly and decisivelyl, could not speak a word of English at that stage of my life.
as befitting this rare opportunity in the state’s history. It will | was one of the few children who was not of Anglo-Saxon
not suffice to accept the politics of yesterday. It will not background. It was a very working-class school and | hold
suffice to act moderately in the hope of maintaining a newfond memories of my time there. Ironically, when | was in
status quo. The electors have made their decision, and theyade 6 | committed a minor infringement and was banned
have voted to reward decisive, imaginative leadership. Thitrom attending the school excursion to Parliament House. If
challenge now becomes one of continuing and extending thisnly my teacher could see me now! A few years ago | caught
leadership, and it is up to all of us in this chamber to acceptip with her at a polling booth where she was handing out
that challenge. how-to-vote cards for the Democrats. Need | say more? |
| extend my sympathies to my party colleagues Justiave forgiven her.
Jarvis and Rosemary Clancy who ran hard-fought campaigns. | completed my secondary education at Gawler High
| congratulate them on undertaking substantive campaigrSchool. | am a proud public schoolboy. It was at high school
based on issues and policies, and hope to work with them ithat my interest in politics started to grow. | can recall, quite
this chamber in four years’ time. | also congratulate the newividly, as if it were today, where | was and what | was doing
Leader of the Opposition and express my hope for a stronghen the Governor-General announced the sacking of the
opposition, as it is an important aspect of a healthy parliamevhitlam government. In 1980 | completed a Bachelor of
and democracy. No-one carries the burden of campaigningconomics degree at Adelaide University, and, subsequently,
more than your own family. | am a proud product of multicul- a Graduate Certificate in Education and a Masters Degree in
tural Australia. My parents, Raffaele and Maria came to thi€ducational Management at Flinders University. These were
country from Naples, Italy, in 1963. In fact, | celebrated myproud moments for my family.
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My parents instilled in me a strong sense of communitybang graphic designer—if you need work | can advise you to
that encouraged me to embark on my public life; first, as aise his services—and young Peter Zurcher who worked
councillor in 1981 at age 21 with the then district council oftirelessly towards my campaign.

Munno Para. In 1985, as a result of boundary changes, | was One month out of my election, my campaign team was
elected an alderman for the Town of Gawler; and | notice irjoined by Paul Martin, Marie Craig and Boyd MacRae. For
the gallery that one of my colleagues from those times is herthat month, they ran my campaign office, at times my life,
today. Subsequently, | held the position of deputy mayor foeand became friends for life. | would also like to thank the
10 years, and in 2000 | was honoured to be elected mayor dfundreds of volunteers and sub-branch members who
Gawler—a position to which | was re-elected in 2003. epitomise everything that is of value in our system. They

At this point | would like to acknowledge the wonderful gave up their time voluntarily because they believed in me,
support | received from my colleagues and staff at the Towmnd | express my profound gratitude to them. There are too
of Gawler and Munno Para council over the 24 years | spennhany to mention individually. | would also like to acknow-
in local government. | thank them for giving me the oppor-ledge the great support | received from the party office, in
tunity to learn so much. | particularly wish the members andparticular the efforts of Nick Champion and Scott McFarlane,
staff of the Town of Gawler the very best for the future, andwho were a tremendous help enabling me to campaign
take this opportunity to congratulate my replacementeffectively. | would like to mention the guidance and support
Councillor Helena Dawkins, on her election as the firstl received from the Minister for Transport (Hon. Pat Conlon),
woman mayor of Gawler. the Minister for Families and Communities (Hon. Jay

My greatest support of all, and the greatest achievememeatherill), and the Minister for Urban Development and
of my life, undoubtedly, has been my two boys, Raffaele andPlanning (Hon. Paul Holloway).

Stefan, who are in the gallery today. | am a proud single In the other place, | would like to acknowledge the
parent who has raised two sons from the ages of five andon. Bob Sneath as being very valuable to my campaign. |
three into two compassionate, intelligent and, | think,congratulate him on his election the position of President of
handsome young men. While | have been a single parent fahe Legislative Council. | would also like to acknowledge the
over 12 years, | have never been alone, and | have receivedpport | have received over the many years from a long-time
great support from my parents and two sisters, Antonietta anfdiend in the party, the Hon. lan Hunter. | have no doubt that
Lisa, in raising my children. | am very blessed as a result ohe will bring a fresh perspective to many issues that the
having a special bond with my two boys. | thank them forcouncil will have to address. | ran a very high profile
their sacrifices, the joy, the successes and the failures weampaign that would not have been possible had not the
have shared together. | am humbled and inspired by thefremier, the Minister for Education and Children’s Services,
both, and all my efforts are aimed at creating a better life foand the Attorney-General, made many visits to my electorate
them and their peers. to support me.

| stand before you a proud member of the Labor move- Special mention must be made of my friends from the
ment. | have been an ALP member since 1979. | have beamions, in particular Wayne Hanson from the Australian
associated with the union movement since 1983, when Workers Union, and Mark Butler from the Hospitality,
joined the former ACOA (later to become the CPSU) andLiquor and Miscellaneous Workers Union. | am a proud
held various workplace delegate positions. These twadvocate for the role of unions in political and industrial
movements have shaped my life and provided a frameworgrocesses. Unions have long been the rallying point for those
for me to understand and interact with the world. | want tocommitted to advancing the lives of the marginalised and
pay tribute to the Australian Labor Party as a natural homenderprivileged in our society. This role is taking on ever
for my beliefs, a place that nurtures and challenges (contrampnore importance in the new world economy and, accordingly,
to the views of others), a place where those striving for theinions such as the AWU and the LHMWU remain committed
advancement of all Australians find common cause. | thanko the cause. They remain committed to the equitable and just
the party and its members for providing me with such andustrial arrangements that protect our society’s values in the
strong foundation to ground my beliefs. face of corporate and political greed.

Nobody gets elected to this place without the tireless 1would like to take a moment to express my gratitude to
support of a dedicated and passionate campaign team. | wisle electors of Light and, particularly those who voted Labor
to recognise the efforts of the many people who helped méor the first time, and there is a few of them in the gallery.
throughout the campaign. My fundraising and campaigrifter 62 years of Liberal representation—13 of which by the
committees deserve special mention. Their dedication anfd@rmer member, Malcolm Buckby, who, | wish to acknow-
passion was a continuous source of inspiration to me on thiedge, served the community diligently—the constituents of
long journey. | would like to acknowledge the wonderful Light decided that it was time for a change. | am to bring that
support of Judy Gillett Ferguson, Carmel Rosier, Patriciachange, to re-energise the electorate with new ideas and a
Dent and Patricia Fabian, who worked tirelessly in fundraisfresh approach. | would also like to thank my previous
ing locally. | would like to thank Stephen Rosier for all the employer, Trinity College, which was very patient with me
sausages he cooked during my long campaign. during the year leading up to the election.

My campaign committee, comprising Justin Hanson, The previous Labor member for Light, Mr Sid McHugh,
Narrah Luks, Matt Deane and Lee Odenwalder, was ably ledho was elected in 1941, described a member’s responsibili-
by Matt Pinnegar and Kyam Maher, and | owe a lot to thosdies in the following terms:
people. My campaign team was well supported in our Good men and women will strive for power, not for its own sake,
doorknocking efforts by the addition of Marcus Hanson andbut for the purpose of doing good and sharing their great love for
Andrew Leader. The effort was further expanded by Heatheankind.

Blake and Andrew Scott, who travelled from Victoria to | hope to reignite that sentiment of Light's only previous
support me. | would also like to make mention of two youngLabor member, and to express my own love for my com-
men who worked towards my election: Callan Taylor, a whiz-munity in the work that | do. | understand the huge responsi-
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bility that has been placed before me and gratefully accept thaterests of the market and the needs of the community. A
challenges that lie ahead. | am truly humbled and honoureplurely free-market approach to governance has produced an
by the opportunity to serve the community that has given menvironment where consumption reigns at the expense of
so much. The community has made me the person that | anommunity. The conservative dogma espoused by the
today. The Light electorate is enriched by the activities andlevotees of economic rationalism is diametrically opposed
efforts of many volunteers and volunteer groups. | am proudo the true wealth derived from sound relationships and
to have been associated with the establishment of a voluntefilling lives.
resource centre in the town of Gawler, and | acknowledge the What is needed to counter the invasive threat of market-
new Minister for Volunteers for her support for that centre.oriented policy is clear. We need industrial arrangements that
| will continue to support the volunteers in my community. provide equity for the employee and value for the employer,
Light is a very expansive electorate. It ranges from theand workplaces that are flexible and responsive to the needs
northern suburbs of Munno Para, Smithfield Plains and partf consumer and labour alike. What we do not need is the
of Davoren Park in the south, to the country townships ofWorkChoices legislation. We need governments that embrace
Greenock, Wasleys, Freeling and Roseworthy to the norttfthange and pursue the needs of all constituents, not just the
The electorate incorporates all of the town of Gawler andop end of town, and we need communities that are supported
Angle Vale to the west. Light is a vibrant, creative and proudo the degree befitting the value to relationships and society
electorate. Diverse socioeconomic make-up and the blend #fat they represent. The debate must change. Social inclusion
town and country lifestyles within the region makes for amust become the catchword of this parliament. The time of
dynamic yet relaxed way of life. economic fundamentalism has passed: the time for inclusive

This diversity also generates significant issues not facegovernance Is upon us. -
by either the more urban or more rural electorates. These During my doorknocking I met many men who felt that
issues include tackling urban encroachment and integratir!ﬁ'ey had been alienated by society and increasingly have
low density agricultural townships into the wider community found negative ways to express their frustrations and anger.
through improving the provision of public services like health! @m keen to establish and/or support, as the case may be,
and public transport. | am committed to working with the forums for men in my electorate, to focus on the unique
government to deliver on the Peachey belt promise. Thafflictions and social issues confronting men in today's
Peachey belt community is the heart and soul of Labopociety. Some may deride the need for a men’s group in a
territory and | look forward to working with the community World that still maintains genuine advantages for men.
to make it once again a proud place for all to live in. ThisHowever, | believe that such arguments should not be an
billion dollar development is a transformation and not aimpediment to addressing the significant difficulties confront-
makeover. | now wish to spend a few minutes speaking abouf/g men in our communities. Issues including youth suicide,
the health of our society. depression, prostate cancer and violence require a forum, a

The state of any community can be measured by a numb&lace to generate ideas and action and a place where men can
of factors, such as employment levels, home ownership oeek advice from others who have experienced and triumphed

average income. Such dispassionate, market-driven asseS¥€' these issues. . o
ments of the human experience mask the sometimes unpleas- 1 N€ altémative is inaction and continued alienation. As
ant reality of our social progress. Instead of focusing on mer@12nY in this chamber would be aware, | have spent my whole
numbers, | believe that a much simpler test provides us witgdult lifé serving my community through local government,
more valuable insights. Accordingly, | agree with Jimmy SO ! think it appropriate that | make some comments about its
Carter's sentiment when he stated: future. | think the time is ripe fo.r fu_rther major reforms of
o i ) local government. The community is seeking changes to the
an dTr?\eogehaesl‘glreenggt?zoggy is found in how they treat their Weakeﬁovern_a_nce_stru_ctu_res in local government and I look forward
to participating in discussions that will enable local govern-
We have to address the Significant correlation that eXiStﬁ]en[ to lead the reforms and provide more effective govern-
between substance abuse, mental illness, poor education agkce to their communities. As mayor | conducted hundreds
family breakdown, unemployment and social marginalisationef citizenship ceremonies and had many discussions with
It is no longer acceptable to define ourselves in terms ofhose people who have taken the leap to become formal
material wellbeing when access to that wellbeing is denieghembers of the Australian community. Through that, | have
to those who struggle most to connect to society. There igained a valuable insight as to why they have chosen to take
nothing wrong with aspiring to have better things, own morethe oath of allegiance.
assets or earn more money; quite the contrary. Itis one of the Accordingly, | find the changes to the citizenship process
foundations of our society. However, the measure of the trugroposed by the federal government insulting and counter-
value of any society cannot be solely judged on those factorproductive. The decision to become an Australian citizen is
While the conservative federal government advocategne of the heart, not of grammar. | know, as | took the step
personal independence where the disadvantaged and margig-become an Australian citizen in 1979. In conclusion, |
alised members of our society are expected to pull themselvggould like to quote the late Robert F. Kennedy, who sums up
up by their bootstraps, | favour an inclusive approach tany approach as member for Light, as follows:
aSS'S“”Q those in n?ed' ) . . Few will have the greatness to bend history itself, but each of us
| believe that failure to attain material success is notan work to change a small proportion of events, and in the total of
directly linked to either lack of character or the absence ofill those acts will be written the history of this generation.
effort. The current over-emphasis on individualism and Honourable members: Hear, hear!
rationalist economic policy unnecessarily pits people against
one another, generating an industrial and social environment Mr HANNA (Mitchell): ‘Hanna, a double rat’. That was
that habitually disfranchises the most disadvantaged in ouhe headline on the front pageTfe Australian that greeted
society. A balance can and must be found between they announcement five weeks out from the election that | was
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running as an Independent. That headline reveals much abdByner of 5AA were the only ones to give me an outside
the misty spectacles through which the media and politicathance.
party chiefs view political affairs. It reflects a view of the  The result has meant that | hold the rare distinction of
most superficial kind of loyalty—loyalty to the party twice being the MP with the most marginal state seat. This
machine. There is something more important than that kindme the margin was a mere 228 votes. Members will recall
of loyalty. There are values of compassion and commitmerthat | won the 1997 election by a narrow margin and then had
to community service and being true to oneself, values whickhat margin further eroded with an unfavourable boundary
| have hoped to demonstrate in my local area. The electioredistribution. The other exceptional aspect of the result is
result tends to suggest that many in my local communityhat an Independent has won in a marginal seat. In every other
agree with me that these values—essentially, putting thease | can think of where an Independent has won, it has been
people first—are more important than the values of unblinkby carving out a disenchanted vote from a clear majority of
ing adherence to party ideology. either Liberal or Labor voters. My support was drawn from
It may be worth mentioning that there is a personal costight cross the political spectrum, as demonstrated by the
to leaving the ALP on issues of principle. That movesecond preference votes that came from, literally, all direc-
certainly put my political career in jeopardy; in other words,tions. This was so despite parties such as the Greens and
I was willing to put my job on the line. Thanks be to God, | Family First recommending that their adherents direct their
have been re-elected, but the Labor machine has seen tgpiteferences away from me.
that | was not appointed to any of the parliamentary commit- | now turn to values. One of the criticisms cast bitterly in
tees. Because MPs are paid extra for serving on thesay direction has been: ‘He doesn’t belong to a party any
committees (a controversial point in itself), | have effectivelymore, so how do we know what he stands for?’ | can honestly
had my pay cut by over $20 000 per year. So be it. | am gladeclare in this place that | stand for Australian values, but |
to feel the liberation of being an Independent MP, free of debhad better explain what | mean by that, because the term has
to factions and power merchants. been the subject of a hijack attempt by some of our more
Like the subeditors affhe Australian, most political unscrupulous leaders, including Prime Minister John Howard.
commentators had already written off my chances of retaining Today the term ‘Australian values’ is tainted with phoney
Mitchell when, in 2003, | resigned from the ALP to join the patriotism. Critics of Australia’s involvement in the invasion
Greens, and there were many members on both sides of thé Irag are labelled ‘un-Australian’. Any reservation about
house who thought likewise. It was seen as political suicidglorifying the sad death of Private Kovco in Iraq is labelled
when | resigned from the Greens and declared myself amn-Australian’. This is the language of fascism. It has,
Independent in February, just five weeks out from thehowever, provoked some public debate about what, if any, are
election. | decided to run as an Independent only aftetruly Australian values. Of course, there are universal values
speaking to literally thousands of my constituents as | wenthat are common to just about every human society. Peace
around knocking on their front doors. Their message waand respect for the rights of others immediately spring to
loud and clear: they wanted to see more Independent MPs mind. These are rights—liberty, freedom of speech and the
parliament. They appreciate my commitment to justice andight of assembly—that western democracies still manifest
my commitment to caring for them, but in parliament theybetter than most other political systems. Incidentally, | say
wanted me to decide issues without the filter of a partythat with some reservations, because there is an alarming
machine. trend both here and in other democracies for these values to
Traditional political wisdom has been that the personabe slowly and steadily eroded by legislators. Without going
following of an incumbent MP is worth up to a maximum of into a lengthy argument, | think the reason is the rise of the
5 per cent of the vote. Today, however, more and moreorporation—the power of capital, one might say.
people are willing to vote for the person, not the party. We Back in the 1970s, many were concerned about the power
just have to look at the remarkable success of my friend, Niclof the multinationals, but few imagined that corporate power,
Xenophon, in the upper house. | have to admit that it did myncluding the influence of the mass media chiefs, would
campaign no harm to have No Pokies MLC Nick Xenophorassume such power over our lives and our governments. We
standing beside me when | announced my final politicahow have political leaders who will sacrifice the rights of the
metamorphosis into an Independent MP. | will always bepeople they were elected to govern to curry favour with these
grateful for his support and encouragement in making myorporations.
decision. Nick and | have always worked together to rail | returnto this question of Australian values. The question
against the scourge of poker machines in this state. What is: what are the uniquely Australian values? | humbly suggest
the difference in principle between those who profit fromthat the essence of truly Australian values encapsulates
pokies addiction and those who profit from addictive drugs2galitarianism and multiculturalism. There are some attractive
Perhaps the only difference is that one group is honoured aind some less attractive aspects to Australian egalitarianism.
public events by the government and opposition leaders, whOne attractive aspect is the lack of rigidity in our class
benefit from their donations, while the other group is on topsystem. Although it is getting harder, it is still possible for a
of Mr Rann’s list of those who should rot in gaol. person from a working-class background to get to university,
This rise of the Independent MPs must be a worryingmake a lot of money and build the biggest house in the street.
development for the factional bosses. Their grip on poweMaterial success like that can even get them entry into
relies on their convincing the party faithful that there is noprestigious clubs—even parliament. This social mobility
future for a backbencher without their factional support. Theyremains a positive feature of Australian egalitarianism.
have obviously convinced the media and political commenta- We Australians also have irreverence for authori-
tors of this fact without the slightest evidence or awarenesty—although that also is under threat. We have always been
of what my local voters might be thinking. Almost every onewilling to satirise our political and business leaders. All
of these experts assumed that | was a political has-beenpbwer to the cartoonists, | say! Mateship is another aspect of
think Dr Clem Mclintyre of Adelaide University and Leon this egalitarianism. It is this much celebrated male bonding
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experience where the finer and baser qualities of Australianeen the minority who speak up for those who are less able
values become evident. Mateship can be about caring fdo speak up for themselves. There | include the natural
others in the group, whether it be a regiment, a footy team cenvironment as well as human beings. | am willing to commit
aworkplace, but it can also be about tribalism and exclusivimyself to being one of these unpopular advocates, not
ty. For a start, it is a concept that does not seem to includeecause poor people or minority groups are better than
women at all. anybody else, but because they warrant equal respect to that
Secondly, if mateship means you are my mate, but thegnjoyed by those who are well off. So | will persist in speak-
are not, we run the risk of condemning others, harming otheri#g up for my Housing Trust tenants and their neighbours, my
out of ignorance. We have seen this baser side of mateshipcal pensioners, workers whose rights have been eroded, the
with our treatment of refugees, recent immigrants from nontights of genuine refugees who come to our shores, and the
English-speaking backgrounds and Aborigines. Indeed, someellbeing of Aboriginal and migrant communities; nor can
of my constituents have said to me, ‘You look after your ownl forget those oppressed in other countries—Palestinians,
first, right, mate?’ My view is that there is sufficient wealth Kurds, Hazara, and the Uighur people, and so on.
in this country to allow opportunity for all to truly give My community campaign team: one of the inspirational
everyone a fair go. Yet we are seeing this ideal of the fair g@spects of the campaign was that many of my large campaign
become more and more removed from reality. We do noteam were politically active for the first time in their lives.
have to look far for examples. Many before this had taken no interest in politics. There was
The housing market is such that many young people aréo party machinery, no factions, no arguing—simply ordinary
being denied the chance to get a toehold in the housingeople doing what was in their hearts and what they felt was
market. The casualisation of the workforce has meant thdtght. Some wrote letters of endorsement and delivered them
many workers cannot get a home loan because of thelf neighbours; others walked countless kilometres delivering
uncertain employment. When | tried to give legislativefliers and letters for the campaign. Every one of them has
protection to casual workers in the last parliament, it wa®een hugely encouraged by seeing their efforts rewarded.
rejected by the Labor government. Howard's IR legislation | wantto thank everyone among my family, staff, friends
means that, for millions of workers, life has become hardefnd community who gave their support. I will not go through
and more uncertain. When we think about the working clasgll of the many who volunteered their help, but | especially
we still think of factory workers; we must also think of the thank my wife, Minerva, and my parents, Barry and Fay, for
hundreds of thousands of young people working in shopgheir support. This election my daughters, Antigone and
cafes and stores who now have fewer rights at work. Hermione, helped out at a polling booth for the first time.
Multiculturalism: the other unique Australian value that P€rhaps next time they will be managing the campaign.
I mention is multiculturalism. This is special to Australia. | also make special mention of two young Afgha_lnl men
upho gave so much of their time to help in the campaign. One

ethnically and religiously diverse population has lived®f those two men had the benefit of my advocacy in court

peacefully together. A key to this success has been thwhen he was faced with return to a tragic fate in his war-torn

bipartisan support for the public policy of multiculturalism country. The successful outcome of his court case means that

for more than 30 years. Itis only in the last 10 years that thdhis inttlellliger.“ %nd igldustrious r'?an, Whé’l?as SO mugh tphoLfgr
federal government has sought to revert to the divisive an@ustralia, wil be able to stay here and be reunited with his

damaging policy of cultural assimilation. We all know the children in this great country of ours. .
heartache of such a policy. The Stolen Generation is the | concentrated on issues such as a local community health
starkest example. centre, safety at the Oaklands crossing and saving open space

Multiculturalism is not just about tolerating each other, itfrqm de\{elopment. These are ISsues which | will pursue in
Ws parliament. | pledge to continue to serve my local

is about befriending and understanding; understanding whic bmmunity to the best of mv ability. | conaratulate the Rann
brings acceptance. | know there are millions of Australian y my b. gra . .
abor government on their resounding election victory. | will

who are willing to extend the hand of friendship to Otherdo my bit to ensure that the power entrusted to them will be
Australians who may look or pray differently. This work of yE € p
sed wisely and compassionately over the next four years. It

peace and building social fabric will go on, butitis made S0, ill be our job on the opposition benches to ensure that all of
much harder when political leaders use the media to appegl . J € opp
eir election promises are kept.

to fear for their own political ends. If | am right about
egalitarianism and multiculturalism being the core Australian 1o Hon. JW. WEATHERILL secured the adjournment
values, then | am very proud to call myself Australian. Thesgy e debate.
are the Australian values that | will stand up for in this place.

| continue to see advocacy as an essential part of my work. ADJOURNMENT
Throughout history there have always been a majority who
acquiesce in governments which allow the rich to get richer At 4.51 p.m. the house adjourned until Monday 8 May at
and the poor to get poorer. Throughout history there have alsbp.m.



