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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY There are no sperm involved in the process and there is no

fertilisation of any egg. The nucleus of a skin cell, in fact, is fused
with the outer case of an unfertilised egg which is then stimulated
to create a blastocyst.

Thursday 21 September 2006 This scientific process cannot, will not and, legislatively, must

. . not create a baby.
The SPEAKER (Hon. J.J. Snelling) took the chair at A line of stem cells is created which can be used in research and,

10.30 a.m. and read prayers. perhaps, enable cures to some of the most debilitating diseases.
Australian law already allows the destruction of surplus fertilised
STEM CELL RESEARCH IVF embryos to create stem cell lines for research. The proposed

legislation allows only for the use of the outer case of an unfertilised
. . . embryo to create stem cells containing an individual patient’s DNA.
TheHon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher): | move: Some of Australia’s most eminent scientists agree with the

That this house expresses its support for embryonic stem celecommendations of the Lockhart inquiry which found [that somatic
research and application, via therapeutic cloning and subject teell transfer] SCNT should be allowed in Australia, under strict
proper safeguards, because of its potential to enhance and save live@nditions. Ten countries already are undertaking this research.

. . . It is imperative Australia has a national position.

This is a very important issue and one | feel should beSh . WO i tant i foll .
considered by this parliament. Members will recall that in=>1€ r&iS€s two Important questions, as Ioflows:
2002 we considered two important bills. They were follow-on  ARE we seriously looking to ban this research and tell the

: e : community they must travel overseas for therapies?
bills from the federal Prohibition of Cloning Act 2002 and the ™™ , o we going to ban the research but buy in the therapies which

Researf:h Involvi.ng Human Embryos ACt 2002. . _ may have been developed by Australian scientists overseas?

| believe any issue should be considered by this I:)arl'atgeannie Ferris, 1 think, in simple terminology, is indicating
ment. There should not be any issue which is hands-of§\ ¢ \ye are not talking about an embryo in probably what
because, ultimately, we are the representatives of the peopjig, v neople would understand to be that notion, that is,
of this state and they expect us to consider important iSSUegq nathing resulting from contact between a sperm and an
Whatever our particular individual viewpoint, we need 104 anq she raises those important questions. She refers to
have an accurate, ongoing debate about key issues. Itis Ng&"| ockhart inquiry, which was an inquiry required under the
simply a matter of stem cell research. | would argue it aISCfegislation. It was conducted by John Lockhart, who was a

applies to other potentially contentious issues SUCh 8 merjudge; sadly, he has died since the publication of that
abortion, prostitution, and the like. report.

There is no doubt that, over time, constituents will come "y \ij| now quote Tony Abbott's view—and this is an

to us and ask for our view and perhaps express their oWggited excerpt from his speech at the National Press Club on
view on issues relating to, for example, stem cell researchh ayqust this year, and it is entitled, ‘Where will it all end?’
So, itis important that we, as members of parliament, as begtink it is fair to characterise his speech as part of what
\éve can—an dd some dhek: ehavea SC'?m'rf]'C backgrOLénd, otheligany people would call the slippery slope argument. He says:
%not—un erstand the procr(]ass of what we areh ISCUSSING 141 is much emotion around this because many people are
when we address a topic that comes under the generghnging on cures and they think forms of research might offer it.
heading of stem cell research. There is very little real evidence that embryonic stem cell
We need to understand the moral implications becaustsearch is the health nirvana some of its more enthusiastic advocates
i i i i ithi H ortray.
f[here are d"’efs‘? and dlfferlng.wews within the Communltyp Some have been guilty of over-peddling hope to the vulnerable
in regard to this issue, and | will come to that in a moment;y, his area.
Whatever our particular scientific or moral view on the issue  So-called therapeutic cloning basically is translating ‘Dolly the
is, | think we should all marvel at the wonder of nature,sheep’-type situations to humans. | think we should think hard before
whether one takes a creationist view or looks at it in evolug0ing down that path.

. . - | am in favour of research and Australian scientists are a great
tionary terms, or a mixture of the two. We are looking atredit to our country.

something which is incredibly fantastic in terms of its very  They have done wonders in the wider world and will continue to
composition and the way in which the biology and physiol-do so. Some things, however, scientists should not do. In my view,
ogy work. therapeutic cloning, so-called, is a bridge too far.

It is important for not only us, as individual members of | know the Lockhart Review couched its recommendations in

. . ) QC@UtiOUS terms but allowing therapeutic cloning and permitting the
parliament, to have a view on a subject such as stem ceksultant product to develop for 14 days is their recommendation

research—despite the fact that federal parliamentarians anew.
about to debate this issue again—but it is also important for ! would be confident that were we to accept that, in a few years
the state government and the opposition to have a view on {16, would be saying, ‘Letitgo for 30 days and a few years beyond
We have the Victorian and Queensland governments taking " \ve would have scientists of high standing telling us we ought to
a very supportive stand in terms of stem cell research, and thet it go for three months and so on. It is better if we don’t go down
other governments either remaining quiet or possibly nothis path.
being so supportive. So there is an alternative view, but it is important once again
The first question to ask is: what do we mean by stem celio come back to the science of it.
research—the heart of the stem cell debate? | will quote from In many ways the term ‘therapeutic cloning’ is the wrong
an article reporting Senator Jeannie Ferris, and then | wilerm because cloning, because of science fiction and the
also present an alternative view from Tony Abbott. Jeannienedia, suggests the creation of a person. As Jeannie Ferris
Ferris, in very simple language, has encapsulated many of tinted out in her statement, that is not the intention of stem
important aspects of this debate. In Senator Ferris’s statemerll research. What happens? Therapeutic cloning is a form
(I am not sure whether it was a speech) quotedlfe  of stem cell science. A group of cells, usually skin cells (and
Advertiser on 19 August this year, she says: she referred to this), is taken from a patient. The nucleus or

One word has been strangely absent from the debate on SomafNA of the patient’s cell is removed and transplanted into a
Cell Nuclear Transfer—sperm. donor egg that has also had its nucleus removed. This process
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is known as nuclear transfer. Using chemical or electricaHowever, no-one—and certainly not myself—is advocating

stimuli, these cells are combined to create an embryo. Thimat it be a free-for-all or that researchers and scientists be

embryo is a clone of the patient’s cells. It is not a clone of theable to do just what they like. The Lockhart report, published

person per se. Scientists can take stem cells from the embrymDecember 2005, clearly sets out restrictions on what can

and use them as a human repair kit. Any kind or organ oand should occur. On balance, | believe that we should pursue

tissue can be grown from these stem cells to treat diseastss avenue, with safeguards and proper controls, to ensure

such as Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s. After scientists havéhat we do not deny life-saving medical benefits for people

finished extracting stem cells the embryo is destroyedn our community who suffer from terrible diseases. At the

reiterating some of the arguments touched upon by Senateame time, we need to have respect for those who have a

Ferris and Tony Abbott. moral objection and for those who have a different value
The case for stem cell research—and the term ‘therapeut&ystem and see anything like this as problematic.

cloning’ is probably the wrong term—states that therapeutic

cloning could save lives by preventing and curing degenera- MrsGERAGHTY secured the adjournment of the debate.

tive diseases such as cystic fibrosis, leukaemia and arthritis—

and | emphasise ‘could’. This technique helps scientists KING STREET BRIDGE

unlock medical mysteries by understanding what causes

diseases and how to treat them. The other point Senator Ferris Dr McFETRIDGE (M orphett): | move:

made was that it would allow our biotech industry to remain That this house calls on the state government to fully fund the

competitive. . ) replacement of, or extensive repairs to, the King Street bridge over
The argument against, alluded to by Tony Abbott, is thathe Patawalonga Lake at Glenelg North.

some people fear that therapeutic cloning could lead t

human cloning, also known as reproductive cloning. Creatin

and destroying an embryo was seen by some as being mora;

questionable. Another concern was therapeutic cloning may,

require lots of donated human eggs, which coulo_l pave thgpart from when it blew the State Bank.

way for women to be coerced to donate or to be financially . . - -

exploited. When we talk about therapeutic cloning, we are_ 'S motion is about repairing, or preferably rebuilding,

talking about the potential to create or regenerate cells in B¢ Iging Streetl br::jge ov;}ar the Pat?walongﬁ alt( Glenilg
person—maybe a whole organ such a liver, heart or somé¥0rth. As people know, the Patawalonga, thanks to the

thing like that. Reproductive cloning, which is outlawed in federal government and the former member for Morphett,

Australia, and should be, is the process whereby you seek {§2S dredged many years ago. It has been turned from the
reproduce a human being. | urge members to read theecond most polluted waterway in Australia to an absolutely

Lockhart report because it talks about some of the othepiStine waterway now—and it was great to see the national

possibilities, which are also outlawed, for example, mixing""ater'Skiing championships back there. We also have the

human and animal reproductive functions. That is spelt mﬁﬁ'lk Carton Regatta back, and we have the fantastic marina
in the Lockhart report and | do not have time to go into thathere thatis part of the Holdfast Shores Development.
today. However, spanning the Pat, just north of the Holdfast

As a community we need to weigh up the pros and con$hores Development, we have the King Street bridge. The
of this. When | spoke on the Prohibition of Human Cloningbridge was built in the 1950s by the then Highways Depart-
bill in 2003, | pointed out that some of the surplus embryognent—I think it was in 1954, or something like that—and it
that would be used for research were almost certainly som&as over a much narrower Pat then. It is a concrete bridge,
that came from the involvement of my wife, Lynette, andand it serviced the area and the local traffic quite well.
myself in the IVF program. That IVF program did not work However, the southern suburbs have developed, the West
for us, but we were happy for the surplus embryos in that cadeakes development has proceeded, and you now have Footy
to be used for scientific research in the hope that it might helfark down there as well. The King Street bridge is now
those suffering from particular diseases and other aspects Bfainly (I think it is well over 70 per cent) used by commut-
research. It is important in looking at this issue that we weigt€rs. It is also used by emergency vehicles accessing the
up the moral aspects. | have come down on the side dflenelg North peninsula between the Patawalonga and the
supporting stem cell research with proper safeguards, whidpeach, and it is also used by public transport, with heavy
are spelt out clearly in the Lockhart report. buses going over it.

The Lockhart report does not give carte blanche to In 1960 the Patawalonga was widened and the bridge
researchers to do what they will in the way of embryonicextended. Of course, that was done with all the latest
stem cell research. | also point out to members that recentlgchnology, as it was in the 1950s when it was built. In the
claims have been made of a new technigue which may ndi990s extensive repairs were carried out because the in-
damage the embryo, and that would help overcome some afeased traffic and heavier trucks and buses going over it
the concerns people have about the morality of this type aiidded to the wear and tear on the bridge. In 2005, the state
research. | urge members to look at some of that informatiorgf the bridge was so bad that load limits had to be applied. In
I cannot go into detail here, but work has been done on th&006, | understand that those load limits are about to be
in the United States. However, many researchers are scepticalduced again, and the bridge will not be able to be used by
about whether you could actually interfere with an embryca number of large trucks. According to my information, | do
like that without damaging it or having some long termnot think that, by the end of the year, buses will be able to use
consequence. it. I just hope that emergency vehicles can still keep using it.

With stem cell research and therapeutic cloning, we havét the moment, because of the concrete cancer in the bridge,
the potential to create new organs within the body for peoplé is not suitable for the current heavy traffic and public
with problems such as faulty hearts, livers, and so ontransport use for more than about another five years. Some

? am not holding my breath on this one—particularly with
day being B-Day, or Budget Day. This is a government that
s blown the budget; we have had to wait months until today
find out the worst news that South Australia will ever get,
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repairs have been undertaken by local government, but it Bo you think that will look all right on your material? That
still an ongoing problem. is really what we heard today.

The estimated cost of repairs to increase the life of the | want to make a couple of points. The first is that the
bridge by 25 years is about $2 million to $3 million. The summember for Morphett plugs his own constituency—and good
of $6 million would build a new bridge that would last luckto him; well done—and he never misses the opportunity
100 years. | would be very disappointed if the state governto do that, and I do not want to be in his next pamphlet. What
ment asked the ratepayers of Holdfast Bay council to dip int&€ is trying to do here is laudable from the perspective of his
their pockets and fund what is basically a state asset arfPnstituents, but not from the point of view of the community
primarily used by people from all over the state and visitorsat large, because he is trying to do some cost-shifting where
from outside the local government area. What will it do to thea cost of the local government authority is shifted over to the
local government budget to ask a small council like the Citystate government and the state government is expected to pick
of Holdfast Bay, which comprises 31 000 ratepayers, to fundhis up.
yet another state asset and pay for it out of its rates? As the member for Morphett knows, | have an interest in

Six million dollars for a new bridge is a very small price /0cal governmentand, in fact, I am conducting my own little
to pay for a bridge that carries mainly public transport,nauiry at the present time into local government. It might
visitors, locals and commuters going from the souther$UrPrise the member_ for Morphet_t to learn th_at, if all local
suburbs to the north-western suburbs and Footy parjgovernment _a_uthormes acted with appropriate levels of
Thousands of vehicles use the bridge every day, and it igroPriety, efficiency and transparency, more than enough
suffering lots of wear and tear. The state government shoul@loney would be available in the City of Holdfast Bay, for
take more responsibility for individual smaller assets aroun§*@mPple, for them to be able to secure long-term funding at
the place. If there was a decent transport plan, a decent as&§ggsonable rates to perform the tasks that he so desperately
management plan or a decent infrastructure plan, the Kinfy@nts them to perform.. ,

Street Bridge would not have to be paid for by ratepayers. _Initially, the answer might lie with the City of Holdfast

This is not the first time that the ratepayers of HoldfastBay looking into its own behaviour and its own conduct and

: h saying, ‘Goodness me! We have been wasting a lot of money
Bay have been done in the eye by this government recentlg.n inefficient practices. Goodness me! We have been doing

What did the government offer for the new year's eve )
celebrations? Aglousy $25 000. when 75 000 peo)p/)Ie goto thEome naughty things that have not been transparent. We have

bay. Ratepayers again have to pay for the security, th een doing a whole range of things. If we stop doing this and

facilities and the entertainment for the rest of South Australia, _ehaavedthe Kvay we sh(()juld,_v;/]e_ Y)vnlhhavg this prodquwty
Once again, the state government does not care about the Cﬂ%' end. What can we do with it? The King Street Bridge.

’ - - . e first thing we will drop our money into is the King Street
of Holdfast Bay, and the King Street Bridge will be yet idge because it is going to be our productivity bonus to the
another example of its ratepayers and the constituents &r 9 going P

- : ublic. They will get an open, accountable local government
Morphett being done in the eye. | look forward to membersgnd a new bridge’. | suggest that it should be renamed the

opposite looking at the triple bottom line and having some\FfI ; ;
: : . cFetridge Bridge to commemorate the efforts the member
heart for the battlers and having a bit more than just the 201 hr Morphett has been putting in on behalf of these people to

election in their minds. get this bridge built.

Members interjecting: Members should realise that, on this side of the house,
The SPEAKER: Order! those of us who sit at the pointy end of the plane—not me,
Dr McFETRIDGE: | hope that the cackling we hear on but where you can hear the clink of the ice in the nice
the other side is more than just empty rhetoric and abuse froglasses—are adding up all these things. We do that every
them. It is about time that they took notice of what is reallytime the member for Morphett comes in here and says that he
happening in the state. If they drove around the place, theyould like $6 million for his bridge and every time the
would see what a fantastic state it could be if the governmenhember for Stuart says that he would like $40 million to seal
actually spent some money on assets that help not only locadsery dirt road in his very large constituency. The ‘member
and visitors but also the many industries and businesses wifior every road in South Australia’ is not here at the moment,
conduct the state in an efficient and economically prosperousut he used to routinely come in here and say that he wanted
way. Spending $6 million on a new King Street Bridge would$50 million for a flower show, $20 million for a horse show
be a wise spend, unlike a lot of the waste we have seen arathd $60 million for something else. He was like Father
the money that has gone down the tube in so many ways i@hristmas. | just sit here quietly reading books and listening,
the state. but some people up the front have a pencil and paper, and,
inevitably, in the next few days, when the Leader of the
Mr RAU (Enfield): | must say that it is always a delight Opposition gets up to make his contribution about finding
to follow the member for Morphett. | have to be very carefulsome fault, no doubt, with the budget that is about to be
in what | say because | have noticed that he is likely to liftdelivered, what if somebody gets up to say, ‘We have been
remarks made by members on this side and stick them in hieeeping notes’? The member for Stuart wants $20 million for
pamphlets. | do not know whether | should take credit for theoads in his area. The member for Morphett has just put a
fact that, at the last election, the member for Morphett wor$6 million price tag on the budget because he wants that for
by 3.5 per cent, or whatever it was, but | wound up beinghe King Street Bridge.
mentioned in dispatches by him. | was actually mentioned TheHon. M.J. Atkinson: He says, ‘a paltry sum’.
because | like to give credit where itis due and, atthe risk of Mr RAU: A paltry sum; yes, indeed. The member for
being mentioned again in four years—and | can see this iMorphett also said in the end that we should be putting
guotation marks already—I say this: ‘There is no person irmoney into wise investments, not silly things. What is wise
this place who puts his electorate ahead of all other thingand what is silly not only depends on your point of view but
more than the member for Morphett’. How does that soundalso depends on when you actually ask the question. | can
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remember years ago when the member for Morphett was | think that is the way forward, but | could be wrong. | do
more fixated than he presently is on trams. He loved tramgnow that every time you or one of your colleagues gets up
he could not get enough of them. He used to hop on trams iand says, ‘This is only $6 million; it's only $10 million
Adelaide and Paris and he did a lot of work on trams. Hedollars'—I do not know how much the member for Stuart’s
loved them. He actually said to us—if | am not totally road program would cost (not the speed limit aspect of it, but
mistaken—in one of his other very compelling speecheshe sealing aspect) but | imagine there a are a few million
urging the government to spend some money, that the traadllars there—and if you add them all up, I think it is going
should be extended. He said, ‘Why don’t you extend that tranto be a very interesting post-budget discussion. Anyway, well
from Victoria Square, right up here to the railway station?’done for the sentiment, and | think your constituents are
It was actually part of— going to be very pleased that you are trying, but I think you

An honourable member interjecting: are focusing on the wrong people.

) o | . .
Mr RAU: North Adelaide, indeed! North Adelaide, fair TheHon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): Mr Speaker, | have

enough. Why stop at the railway station? The other thing that S
g y S1op y g abeen forced to get to my feet, and it is one of the rare

I recall from that period was that, | think in two or three , . . ) ;
elections, the opposition had said to the public, ‘Look, thaPccasions that | address these particular issues. The first thing
' : ' want to say to the house is that the eloquent speech we just

tram shouldn't be stopping there in Victoria Square. There! eard from the member for Enfield fails to appreciate the role
leth just k ing. Th h
people that want fo just keep going. They want to go up her f a member of parliament. The role of a member of parlia-

to the railway station. They want to come to Parliament and® . S
see us talk to one another all day. They want to go up thefdient is to put to the government any matters in his or her

to North Adelaide to look at the Le Cornu site. They want to€/ectorate which they believe ought to be considered by
government. Itis the role of government to set the priorities.

do all these things, so let’s build that tram. Build it and '[heyI is the role of ber of parli bring th

will come.” That was your proposition, not ours—your tis the role of a member of parliament to bring those matters

proposition. to the attention of the government, as dlffICU.|t as tha; may be.
eSome ministers have a great deal of difficulty in even

Now, because'the government.sald, LO,Ok’ even thfcomprehending that there is a problem. Nevertheless, that is
opposition occasionally gets an idea that's worthy ofihe role

consideration," and the opposition said, ‘We happen to agre The member for Enfield talked about the fact that they

with you, the government decided, ‘Yes, we are going tOhave a list of things that they are adding up in the Premier’s

build this tramline. We are going to build it up King William . . -
Street. We are going to bring it up here.’ All of a sudden it iSdepartment. There is nothing new about that. | had a list once

$70 million wasted on trams. Every time something comeg;ﬁt gogft%tnhidr mﬁijit\‘;"etg Evﬁlnckh stgr'énbﬁtr’ t;h?hSGL% ;ngfa
up it says, ‘Get rid of the trams and we can have all thes 9 b peop

extra things.” As | said, memory is a dreadful thing. It is a outh Australia. They spent $70 million or 380 million

dreadful thing which confronts you with irreconcilable compressing timber and building a factory and I do not think

inconveniences. Unfortunately, | am cursed with a memoryt.hey produced one stick of t!mber—not one stick. That qu
- . . a pretty good effort. That fixes the honourable member’s
To come back to the original point (again, | do not Wantbridge But let us come closer to home

this in your pamphlets), the member for Morphett is always The Hon. K.A. Maywald: What about the chip factory?
plugging for the people of Glenelg and giving them value inWhat about Mitch’s chips?

this place, and he is always looking to reach that extra couple’ 4 Hon. G M GUNN'.It is all right for the Minister for

of centimetres into the public pocket and grab a few mor he River I\./Iur.ragl. We kﬁow the Minister for the River
shekels for the good burghers of Glenelg. Good luck to him urray has to defend the cause, and long may it be. But |

Butl suggest, if he really wants to pursue good value for th'?’/vant to say this to the member: she got rid of the Labor Party

people of Glenelg in the immediate term, and get the King.. . . S
Street Bridge renamed, as it should be, the Dunca%lfgﬁftgkhneorv\?l_ectorate.Ihave had to put up with it. What |

McFetridge I\./IempriaI.BrigIg(.a— TheHon. K.A. Maywald: | did not have one.
Dr McFetridge interjecting: _ . TheHon. G.M. GUNN: She got rid of it.
Mr RAU: Do you want an opening bridge as well, orare  The Hon. K.A. Maywald: No, | never had one.

you happy with a closed bridge? TheHon. G.M. GUNN: They shunted the fellow out of
Members interjecting: Murray Bridge because he was causing some trouble. He was

Mr RAU: The Members Bridge is not a bad idea, either.gagged. He had the clappers put on him. | know in Port
It would stand for everybody—no pun intended. The point IAugusta an office was established, but after the previous
was getting to is that the honourable member should belection Don Farrell cut off the money. Don Farrell funded
ringing up the people in the council at Holdfast Bay andthe Labor candidate, gave him a position as an organiser in
saying, ‘Listen, chaps, here is your opportunity to get a reallfhe shop assistants’ union and let him loose, and of course
big dividend for the punters. You blokes are going to lookthey bragged that they spent $240 000. And they failed, so of
good; | am going to look good because my name is going taourse he cut off the money. So, the next thing they had to do
be there, and I'm going to be there cutting the ribbon. All youwas create an office, and they put in a couple of motor cars,
have to do is become open, transparent and accountable athey had a candidate, an off-sider, a receptionist and a trainee,
get rid of all the nonsense that goes on here. There is goirgnd they had a compound at the back with a big fence so the
to be a triple bottom line’'—I think that was the term you cars could not get damaged. | want to know—and it is very
used, triple bottom line—'there might even be a quadrupleimple and is all about saving money—just how much it costs
bottom line. There is going to be money coming out of youreach year to keep this office open.
ears. We are going to be able to finance a reasonable debt Mr Goldsworthy: And what does it do?
program. We are going to be able to rebuild this bridge, and TheHon. G.M. GUNN: Well, we know what it does. We
we are all going to be better off.’ know exactly what it does. It has two functions: to make the
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Labor Party and endeavour to exclude me from publiof my time studying them during my time here; and you are
functions. But what we want to know, Mr Speaker, is howright: they are very flexible. The first standing order you
much it costs, what the function is, what the role is, and hovshould understand is that, if the Speaker does not know, there
long it will continue. They want to play these silly games, butis no point of order. That is the first standing order that
if you step on a tiger’s tail he will normally bite you, and this anyone here ought to understand, but the standing orders are
process will come back to bite them. flexible, particularly when they have been interpreted from
We live in a democracy where the role of government ighe chair. Nevertheless—
to enhance the welfare of its citizens, and we have a separate Mr Koutsantonis: It is standing order 303.
system where we have political parties and pressure groups, TheHon. G.M. GUNN: That is correct. In conclusion,
which is quite proper. That is part of democracy. Democracy think that the member for Morphett has been absolutely
cannot work without well-organised political parties, and | docorrect in bringing this to the attention of the house. The
not have any problem with that. But, when people throw brickhouse needs to debate these issues. The role of government
bats around the place, and particularly at me, | always like tis to set the priorities and to make sure that the funds which
respond. So, | want to know. are available to government—probably some $11 000 million
Of course, we could talk about projects and promisesthis year—are fairly distributed across the state and are there
There were a number of promises made during the lagbr the benefit and enjoyment of all citizens.
election campaign in my constituency, including the sealing
of the road to Wilpena. It does not seem to have quite as high Mr VENNING (Schubert): | support the member for
a priority as it did—they are going to do only 7.5 kilometres Morphett, because he is, indeed, a very good local member,
this year, so it will take a while to get to Blinman. What aboutas the member for Enfield said a few moments ago. | also
all the money that was going to go into the town hall? Thasupport the words of my long-time colleague, the member for
has taken a bit of a backward step. It took a backward steftuart. Most of my speeches in this place have been in favour
after the press chased the Premier across Gladstone Squafénanaging our assets, particularly our long-term physical
with the television cameras when he fell out with the mayorassets. This particular motion, | believe, is all about maintain-
about the stealing of the land. | want to know what hagng a valuable asset that is down there at the Patawalonga.
happened to that, because the government got quite a bit dhis is, as we know, budget day, and | am hoping that this
money for that land. So there are a number of issues. afternoon we will see in this budget a big swing towards the
| point out to the honourable member, who so eloquentlyprovision of infrastructure, and also towards the maintenance
explained why he thought the member for Morphett wasf our vital assets in this state, that is, the assets of our roads,
being a little extravagant in his proposal to have this bridgdoridges, water delivery and sewerage systems, because we
fixed up, that it is the proper role of a member of parliamenknow that we are in serious trouble. We are running down our
to bring these matters to the house and to the government.agssets. For the past four years this government—
you are not going to do it, you should not be here. They have Mr Bignell: You sold them all!
the effrontery and audacity to criticise opposition members Mr VENNING: The member for Mawson is interjecting;
for putting up things when they are wasting hundreds of cannot understand. If this bridge needs to be replaced or
thousands of dollars in my constituency, when it took us asxtensively repaired, it should be. This government contin-
a government two terms to pay off their Bankcard. We leftually gets its priorities wrong. It is good enough to spend
itin a good position, aided and abetted by John Howard, wh$400 million down on the Port River building a lifting bridge,
has lined their pockets with gold—not with silver—and givenwhich we do not require; we do not need it. It is more about
state governments more money than they have ever had &private row between the federal member for Port Adelaide
history since Federation with the money they are getting bac&nd this government. We saw a little about that the other
from the GST. night with regard to Cheltenham, and | happen to support the
So, of course, the citizens in rural South Australia areminister on that matter. This government just gets its
entitled to a fair cut of that cake. They do not ask for a lot;priorities wrong. | believe that, if this bridge is ignored and
they normally get less, so they are entitled to it. They aranot dealt with, the member for Mawson can be assured that,
entitled to see that their hospitals are well organised. They aie future, it will cost a lot more. | believe in preventative
entitled to have school buses, not have them taken awayaintenance, that is, maintenance on time. Remember the old
because some insensitive bureaucrat thinks that they are r&iory of a stitch in time saves nine—

important. Mrs Geraghty: Can you sew?
MrsGERAGHTY: | rise on a point of order. | do not Mr VENNING: | used to sew, yes, but | do not any more;
mean to interrupt— | have not got the time. | believe that this government does
TheHon. G.M. GUNN: Well, | have lost my place. not seem to be able to prioritise its expenditures in relation

Mrs GERAGHTY: —the member opposite, but | would to what it needs to do to save money in the long term. It goes
just like clarification that we are talking about Notice of around and spends money on those—can | use the words—
Motion No. 2. | seem to think the member is talking aboutpolitically sexy things that will make the headlines. Most
some other motion that | cannot find on tNetice Paper. importantly (and after listening to the member for Enfield;

The SPEAKER: Order! | have been closely following the and whether or not this is priority one, | do not know), at least
member for Stuart’s speech, and he has, on occasion, strayeee will get something for the money. What do we have to
I think, a little from the King Street Bridge over the Pata- show for the last four years?
walonga at Glenelg North. Perhaps | might just draw him  This really upsets me, because none of us in this place—
back to that particular piece of infrastructure. The member fomembers on both sides of the chamber—can hide from the
Stuart. fact that we were in this parliament when we ran down the

TheHon. G.M. GUNN: | thank you for your wise state’s assets. The government will look back at this, and if
counsel, Mr Speaker. The last thing that | would want to danembers doubt this they should travel to South America and
is transgress the standing orders, because | spent a good Ibibk what happens to a country that does not spend money on



926 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Thursday 21 September 2006

or look after its infrastructure. When one travels to these Mr VENNING: We saw the Sturt Street Primary School.
countries one understands that, 200 years ago, these countidas that not a joke—because the minister said that they were
were wealthy. Now look at them. Really, they have beerclosing down small schools? Why did they then spend the
corrupt governments; and, in this instance, some of the thingaoney on that school, which the previous government had
that this government today does here in relation to its monegarmarked for closing and selling? Anyway, that is how | see
could border on the corrupt. it. | support the member for Morphett. As the member for
In my retirement—and | am not retiring yet—I do not Stuart said, as MPs, we have every right to come into this
want to look back at this period and say, ‘Well, look what wehouse and put our point of view, so that at least members of
did, because that gentleman up there, Sir Thomas Playfordhe government know (because | know that most of the

left some fantastic assets for us to use. ministers readdansard) what the projects are.
Members interjecting: | cannot let this opportunity pass without saying that |
The SPEAKER: Order! have a huge number of priorities in my electorate, of which

Mr VENNING: | am not pointing the figure at this this government has addressed very few. | note that the
government: | am pointing the finger at recent governmentsMinister for the River Murray put out a list a couple of weeks
and that would include my own. Just consider what has beesgo about what has been spent in the Barossa. That list was
done inthe past 10 years in this state, and what will we leavpublished, and | picked it up and read through it and I could
for our kids? In retirement, what will we think back on that not believe it. | thought: ‘Where has all this money gone?’ |
we did when we were here? What did we do? We gotwill send the minister a copy of the press release | put out in
ourselves in this mould of spending money on ourselves inelation to that, because | was amazed at the figures that were
this place. Look at the cost of running this place, and it goesobbled together. | just cannot see where it went. However,
on and on. Look at the cost of maintaining the Premier’d certainly support the member for Morphett and his bill and,
department and the cost of the public relations outfit. | anin particular, the principle involved here. First, as the local
told the figure is $9 million. How many bridges will that fix member, he has the right to bring this project to the parlia-
up? | know that my government did it as well, but not to thement and, secondly, | want the government to get more value
extent of $9 million. If that is true, it really does worry me. for its money.
| say that spending that sort of money in a state of two million
people must be bordering on the edge of being corrupt. That MrsGERAGHTY secured the adjournment of the debate.
is ridiculous.

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: | rise on a point of order, Mr NATURAL BURIAL GROUNDS
Speaker. We all enjoy the member for Schubert’s diatribe, but )
this motion is about the King Street Bridge, and he istalking TheHon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher): | move:
about corruption in Brazil. We are all a little confused. That this house urges the state government, local councils,

The SPEAKER: Yes, | think that the member for cemetery authorities and other relevant organisations to facilitate the
Schubert has strayed from the motion. creation of natural burial grounds.

Mr VENNING: Thank you, Mr Speaker. | accept the This is an issue in which | have been interested for some time
point of order. This is all about priorities and building this and have been seeking to have implemented as a practice in
bridge. | am trying to build a bridge with the government. | this state. Natural burial grounds are also sometimes known
understand, but the principle here is about priorities. Budgeas woodland burial grounds, green burial grounds and forests
day—a very important day of the parliamentary year—is allof memories. In essence, they are an urban forest. It does not
about what the government is going to do. It really doeshave to be trees but, whatever they are, they should be
worry me. | understand that everything goes in cycles. Evepreferably native, and preferably indigenous to the particular
politics goes in cycles. | believe that we have been througlrea. People are buried—these are dead people, not live
four years of unequalled success in this state, no thanks fgeople—in cardboard or wicker coffins, and there can also
this government or this opposition, either. be cremated remains. In the United Kingdom in 1996 there

As a result of the resources boom that we have beewere 17 natural burial grounds and, according to the latest
having (as well as money from GST payments, and evenyfigures | have for 2004, there were in excess of 200. They can
thing else), all | have to say is that, in relation to this bridgebe consecrated or non-consecrated, so that people who have
and other projects similar to this bridge, what do we have t@ particular religious belief can have the natural burial ground
show for it? We are just soaking up this money running thiconsecrated if they so desire.
place and the state with a huge burgeoning social— The great thing about natural burial grounds is that they

Members interjecting: provide a positive contribution to the environment. They are

Mr VENNING: The member for West Torrens has not easy to maintain. They are inexpensive to implement, because
raised it yet, but he could raise the Bakewell Bridge, whichthe person is buried in a cardboard or a wicker coffin, and a
is a project | support. The Bakewell Bridge is very similar.tree is planted above or alongside the cremated remains.
Certainly, | believe that, after the Bakewell Bridge is There is a little plaque next to the tree or at the entrance of the
finished, if we need to attend to the Patawalonga bridge, thaatural burial ground, saying that a particular tree represents
should be on the agenda, exactly the same, because it igt®e place where a particular person was buried or their
priority. If that bridge reaches the point of falling down, the cremated remains have been placed.
cost involved will be great. As the member for West Torrens  As | say, there are enormous environmental benefits
would know, | was a member of the Public Works Committeebecause it creates a forest. It can be shrubs or native grasses
of this state from 2002 until March 2006, and we saw hardlybecause, in the United Kingdom, some of the natural burial
any major projects go to that committee. We saw some, bugrounds are in the form of a meadow rather than a forest, but
hardly any of great consequence. That is proof enough thaa, forest is the more common approach. The cost is minimal
really, the government— because it can use land that is either degraded or not suitable

TheHon. R.G. Kerin: Sturt Street. for other purposes. In that category are quarry sites, and we
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have a lot of those near Adelaide which have been degraded New Zealand has introduced natural burial grounds. | have
and material has been taken out and which have never beeontacted all the premiers around Australia and received a lot
rehabilitated. We could bring in soil and create an urbarof support. Tasmania has not got a natural burial ground but
forest, a natural burial ground, a forest of memories. Manyt has a bushland cemetery. Western Australia already has
other areas can be used as well, and the fact that the soilnnaroo Valley Memorial Park. It has a bushland cemetery

polluted is of less significance than for other activities. Webut it is not quite the same concept. A bushland cemetery has
have areas, for example, the recreation parks at O’Halloralakes, and so on, whereas a natural burial ground is more like
Hill, which can be used, and the government has already haah urban forest. By way of letters | have received support

a brief look at some of those options. We could use part ofrom various premiers and the cities of Onkaparinga and

Glenthorne at O’Halloran Hill as well. Norwood Payneham and St Peters. | am delighted that the

This is becoming more attractive to people in AdelaideEnvironment, Resources and Development Committee has
because we are facing a shortage of burial space. Centennéopted as a term of reference for an inquiry an investigation
Park is looking at about 20 years, and that includes reusinigto natural burial grounds. The advertisements have been
existing graves, which raises another point which is venfodged for that inquiry. Some of the issues to be considered
sensitive in the community. Under our current law, peopldoy the committee include the availability of sites, legislative
buried in our cemeteries, generally speaking, are not necessagquirements (if any), possible restrictions and whether it is
rily there permanently. If the licence fee or the lease fee is nc public or private space. All those sorts of questions will be
paid, then those people can be dug up. It is euphemisticallyonsidered by the Environment, Resources and Development
called ‘lift and deepen’. They dig up the remains after 50Committee under the guidance of its chair.
years, in some cases 99 years, and put other people in that | will be speaking in a week or two about the TREENET
grave site. Many people do not like that concept. They do natonference, which was a conference of people interested in
like the idea that grandma or grandpa will be dug up andnanaging and growing trees in urban environments. One of
someone else totally unrelated and unconnected buried abatfree issues that was raised at the conference was the fact that
them. People do not like that. People want permanency whamder the Kyoto protocols currently no credit is given for
it comes to burial; they want tenure. They want to know thaurban forests, but credit is likely to be given in the future.
their loved ones will remain there undisturbed forever. ThaCities, such as Adelaide, that have extensive urban forest—
is something that does not happen at the moment, except stattered maybe—uwill count towards dealing with climate
a few rare situations. The reason that there is some permanesitange and global warming. The point | make is that in
cy in country areas is that local councils are reluctant to digelation to natural burial grounds this would be an additional
up existing grave sites for fear of an electoral backlashpositive contribution to the urban forest concept in regard to
Legally there is nothing to stop grave sites being dug up iwhat is almost certain to be the next stage of the Kyoto
country cemeteries either. protocols.

In fact, we have built on many cemeteries in Adelaide. In  Natural burial grounds, which provide a very peaceful
Unley and Coromandel Valley, we have built houses andesting place, are environmentally friendly. A lot of people
shopping centres over them. Some people say, ‘You cannetho have contacted me are very supportive of this concept.
do that with Aboriginal remains.” We cannot do that with They want it not simply because it offers permanency and is
traditionally buried Aboriginal remains, but Aboriginal a cheaper option with low maintenance but, rather, because
people buried in our cemeteries have no more protection thahey like the idea of something that in general terms is more
anyone else, so that is a furphy that is trotted out. Theatural than being a cemetery where there are many rows of
southern area—and this would be of interest to members whizeadstones and tombstones. At lot of people want the
have electorates in the south—is facing a desperate shortagption—and | am not saying it is for everyone—of something
of burial space not just because of Centennial Park but theore in tune with nature and the natural environment. | must
cemeteries in the south—Happy Valley, Coromandel Valleysay that | believe the Attorney-General is supportive of this
and all those little ones—are either full or close to being full.concept; and, shortly, he will have to respond to the select
The City of Onkaparinga, in particular, has a challenge ircommittee on cemeteries. | urge the government to get behind
trying to provide an area in which people can be buried. this concept because one of the emotive issues the govern-

The beauty, as | have said, of a natural burial ground isnent will have to deal with in responding to the select
that it is inexpensive. There is no headstone or tombstonepmmittee on cemeteries is how we deal with the issue of
and there is no concrete or other surround. Instead, a treetisnure or permanency, which is a big issue in the community.
planted as a living memorial, and if the tree dies, another onBatural burial grounds offer a satisfactory alternative. It does
is planted. There is minimal maintenance because it is grownot solve all the issues relating to current cemeteries, but at
as an urban forest. To give an idea of the cost, at the momenéast the government could say that it is an alternative which
if people want their cremated remains placed under a ross permanent where loved ones will not be dug up.
bush at Centennial Park, it costs $5 000. We could have a The Minister for Health (the former minister for environ-
natural burial ground and a lovely native shrub or urbamment and conservation), the Hon. John Hill, has been very
grasses for a fraction of that price. | am not picking onsupportive. Many of his public servants have been looking at
Centennial Park. That is a reflection of the amount people angossible sites for natural burial grounds close to Adelaide—
likely to pay if they want cremated remains placed under and there are plenty of them. Centennial Park, under the
rose bush in a managed cemetery. guidance of CEO Bryan Elliott, has been very interested in

Some of the coffins that are used now—and members whthis issue; and | have contacted Eric Heapy, who is in charge
were on the cemeteries select committee will remember thalf the Adelaide Cemeteries Authority, which would be a
we were shown coffins—cost in excess of $10 000, which tdikely authority to be involved, if the government decides to
me seems a shocking waste of beautiful jarrah. With a naturalupport this concept. So, all in all, I think it is an innovative
burial ground, people want something that will decomposeapproach. | have a lot of material on this, and, as | said at the
quickly, and that is why they use cardboard or wicker. start, in the United Kingdom there is incredibly positive
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support for the concept of natural burial grounds, and wheneducing as it would the cost to local government in regener-
| have raised it and discussed it with people here they arating natural vegetation.
equally supportive. Options for natural burial have an advantage over
So here is an opportunity for us, and that is why | amtraditional methods in that they provide a shorter decomposi-
delighted that the Environment Resources and Developmetibn period. They allow the recycling of nutrients, encourage
Committee has taken this on as a term of reference fathe regeneration of bush, provide a carbon sink point (which
inquiry. Here is an opportunity for us to be not only respectwas alluded to by the member for Fisher), and provide
ful but innovative and to provide an alternative which isinvaluable fauna habitat. They also release less toxins than
affordable, and | think in keeping with the outlook of many traditional methods and allow use of steeper land than is the
people today. So | commend the motion to the house angdase for traditional burial methods.
would urge members, if they want more information, to  Natural burial provides these environmental benefits,
contact me and | am more than happy to make available thessens the effect of traditional methods and increases burial
detail. | have books from the UK, etc., on this topic to showgptions available to the public. It is an ecologically sustain-
members exactly, by way of photographs, what | have beegple way to bury the dead. A person’s interment is a deeply
talking about. | commend the motion to the house. private and personal affair and the method of interment is a
, . _ . decision that must be made by the individual or, in the
Mr O'BRIEN (Napier): | rise to indicate the govern- gpsence of a predetermined position, by the individual’s
ment's support for this motion. | would like to start by famjly. The government is willing to investigate the possibili-
acknowledging the member for Fishers longstandingy of natural burial methods as an alternative for South
commitment to environmental issues, and also take thigstralians. To this end, the Minister for Urban Development
opportunity to commend his willingness to investigateang planning has requested the Adelaide Cemeteries Authori-

alternative solutions to what are seemingly intractablgy oard to undertake further investigation for consideration
problems. The member for Fisher in his address has hlgrby cabinet.

lighted that Adelaide is facing, in his terms, a desperate

shortage of cemetery space both in the central area of the city \jr VENNING secured the adjournment of the debate.
but particularly in the south. Establishing new cemeteries is

a particularly difficult and expensive task as there are RIDER SAFE MOTORCYCLE TRAINING
competing needs for land; in particular, housing. The cost of

land in urban areas is another major obstacle in establishing Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): | move:

new cemeteries. Industry experience demonstrates that there That this house—

ISa fz_ilrly_long lead time t_)efore any new cemetery retumns (a) notes the public’s objection to the state government’s 240 per
sufficientincome to cover its Operatlng COsSts, let alone future cent fee increase Charged for the Ridersafe training program,
maintenance liabilities. For example, Smithfield Memorial which is a compulsory part of the motorcycle licensing
Park, in my electorate, was opened in 1986 and is just starting Process;

to reach a break-even position. Twenty years is regarded as (P) expresses its concern that the effect of this fee increase may
disadvantage young riders and may also lead to an increased

the norm for this to occur. incidence in unlicensed riding, injuries and fatalities;
. Natural burial grounds, as prOPOSGFj by the member for () notes that up to 1 000 motorcyclists attended a protest rally
Fisher, could provide one avenue which may alleviate, to at Parliament House on 5 August 2006 to object to this fee

some small degree, the demand for new cemeteries. Natural ~ increase; and
burial sites involve the body being buried in an environ-  (d) calls upon the government to reverse this fee increase in the
mentally friendly manner with no embalming or casket. forthcoming state budget.
Instead, the body is enclosed in a shroud, cardboard coffin ddembers will be aware of the rather silly decision by the
other suitable container at a depth of about one metre. Thgovernment to increase Ridersafe training program fees by
site is then covered with compost soil mix and planted with240 per cent, and | call on the house to note the considerable
eco-source natives, with generally no traditional monumentpublic objection to it. | ask the house to express its concern
in the area. In fact, this would be counterproductive. Theghat the effect of this fee increase may be to disadvantage
overall aim is to restore an area back to native bush and resyloung riders and may also lead to an increase in the incidence
in a green space that establishes a living memorial and forne unlicensed riding, injuries and fatalities. | particularly draw
a protected wildlife preserve, and I think this is an admiralto the attention of the house that the increase in the last few
objective. weeks alone in the number of motorcyclists being killed and
The first natural cemetery was established in the Uniteé¢hjured has been significant.
Kingdom in 1993. By 2003 there were over 100 sites in  Members will also be aware that on 5 August nearly 1 000
Britain, and currently they stand at around 200. Researcimotorcyclists rallied outside parliament house to make their
indicates that they currently account for an estimated 10 pgyoint to the government. There was also a demonstration and
cent of all burials, and | think that is a fairly significant a representation to the Premier and shadow cabinet in Clare.
uptake and | would be surprised if on introduction in What the government needs to do—and it has an opportunity
Adelaide we did not actually have a better uptake than in théo do it between now and this afternoon—is announce a
UK. Canada has implemented a similar program, andeversal of this decision because it is a silly decision. The
momentum for the provision of natural burial grounds is alsdraining course fee for the basic motorbike training, prepara-
growing in the United States and in New Zealand. Thetory to obtaining a motorbike learner’s permit, is to increase
Southern Regional Cemetery Trust in Tasmania has intrdrom $90 to $290. The fee for advanced motorbike training
duced a form of natural burial using existing cemetery langpreparatory to obtaining a motorbike licence will increase
that is already populated with native vegetation, and drom $79 to $255. In fact, it has already been gazetted and is
discussion with the member for Chaffey leads me to believin effect. On top of this, an administration fee of $15 is now
that this would be particularly attractive in rural areas,being charged at each stage of the training, up from $13.
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I simply say to the government: who can afford $575—ittop of that we have $100 million worth of fines and traffic
is virtually $600—just to get a motorcycle licence? For notinfringement notices, amounting to $500 million. As well
much more than that, some riders can buy a second-hand biltgere is an extraordinary amount of money coming in from
and get themselves on the road. It is almost as much tGST. The Treasurer himself has acknowledged that for every
qualify to ride as it is, in some cases, to get yourself on theent of GST on fuel he is getting $26 million—another
road. Why such a startling increase of 240 per cent? Fd8300 million to $400 million. It is approaching $1 billion. |
some, it is more. University students and riders who use aoted that the RAA's budget submission to the government
motorcycle because it is more affordable than a car will baises a figure of $832 million, which would be about right. It
the victims of this silly decision—and, in fact, are the victimsis getting towards $1 billion from motorists in taxes and
already. charges. What is being spent on motorists? It is three-fifths

The move is completely out of step with the Southof nothing! The government is taking $840 million off
Australian government’s own Motorcycle Road Safetymotorists and giving back about $100 million. There is no
Strategy 2005-10, which points out that 271 motorcyclistsxeed for this additional hike and charge on motorcyclists. The
were killed in South Australia from 1990 to 2004 and thatgovernment is getting enough money from motorists and
South Australia has one of the highest fatality rates in thenotorcyclists as it is without having to persist with this
nation, thatis, 1.5 times the national average. Fatalities havaeasure. It is simply not good enough.
halved since Ridersafe programs were introduced in 1987. The Motorcycle Riders Association publishes a quarterly
This fee hike is a massive step backwards—back to where waagazine for its members. This matter is getting high priority
were pre-1987. Unlicensed riders already account for eigtdand top profiling. It runs a web site, along with other
per cent of all riders killed and six per cent of all riders associations and organisations who are spreading the word.
seriously injured. This is a much higher figure than for carThese costs are nowhere near, for example, the cost of second
drivers, where 1 per cent of those killed or seriously injuredstage training in New South Wales, which | understand is
are unlicensed. We already have a problem; this is going taround $104. It is above what is being paid elsewhere. We are
make it worse. certainly setting the standard in South Australia, but it is not

The government needs to sit down and think about thene we ought to be proud of. | have talked about the protest
rally outside Parliament House on 5 August. It is not easy taally and | draw members’ attention to the coverage of that
get 1 000 people out on the street protesting about somethirig The Advertiser on 6 August. It contains some quotes from
they feel passionately about. | understood that Labor listenedrdinary people on the street, who expressed their views.
It seems that in its fifth year in office Labor has stoppedMembers who saw the coverage of it on television and radio
listening. Many of the riders who are protesting about thesgould have had an opportunity to hear straight from constitu-
fees are not wealthy people. Many of them live in Laborents how they feel about this.
members’ electorates, and | am sure that many members The comment from road safety minister, Carmel Zollo—
opposite have had letters or contacts from people about theaad | do not know why it has been flicked to her from
fee hikes, but there is no signal and no indication that thereninister Conlon, the senior minister, but apparently it has—
is any intention to change. | ask members to support myvas simply that she was unable to attend the rally and would
motion and reverse this most stupid decision, which | am sureot speak to people. She said the fee increase was consistent
is being driven by the Treasurer. It is fine to say, ‘Look, wewith licensing treatment given to all other licence holders. |
run this lovely Ridersafe training; let's have full cost find that a bit mysterious. | do not recall motor car drivers
recovery.” Well, you can have the most wonderful Ridersafébeing required to do rider safe training for two days in a
training facilities in the world but, if no-one can afford to use compulsory regime at a cost of $600. Minister Zollo in the
them and they are just going out and riding unlicensed, it hasther place said that the government continued to be con-
been a massive waste of time. cerned about motorcycle safety with the number of motorcyc-

I remind the house that this is a mandatory regime ofists killed on Australia’s roads up by 39 per cent since 1999.
training. Car drivers do not have to go to a Ridersafe trainingCconcern is one thing, but this is an odd way to show it. She
school and do a two-day period of compulsory training rursaid that the government had built a new rider training facility
by the government in order to get their licence. It is aat St Agnes and upgraded training facilities at Oaklands Park,
mandatory regime; there is no escape from it—and, of coursjillicent and Port Pirie. She noted in the same breath that so
now it is beyond the reach of many. The 15 June gazetting dfr this year 12 motorcyclists had died on South Australian
these silly and needless measures, involving a 240 per cerdads compared with 10 at the same time last year. It is up
increase to the charges, is a measure that needs reversingonsiderably more since she made those comments.

I have met with the motorcycle community, the Motor-  There is no point having these grand facilities if nobody
cycle Riders Association and a number of other associationsan afford to use them and that is pretty much the situation
individuals, and groups involved in training and instruction,we are in. It is simply not good enough. | ask members to
and their message is very clear: they want this decisioperuse transcripts from radio programs between 2 and
reversed. Of course, the rider community, like all motorists8 August, in particular an interview with Harold Lindeman,
are equally outraged about increases to vehicle registratidhe Treasurer of the Motorcycle Riders Association. There
fees of up to 3.5 per cent and licence fees up 4.2 per cent, ah@s been quite a lot of other radio, print and television
a 10 per cent jump in traffic infringement charges whichcoverage of the issue, which members should peruse. There
came with this decision and which were gazetted at the sameas further coverage on 16 June on the subject, which
time. members should peruse when they consider their position on

| should perhaps remind the house at this stage of thihis matter. | also urge members to read the motorcycle road
absolute extortion being foisted upon the public by thissafety strategy 2005-10, which | mentioned earlier.
government in respect to the amount of money it is ripping It is fine to have a motorcycle road safety strategy, and |
off motorists. We have the $400 million worth of charges oncommend the government for having one; but if it is not
motorists ranging from licence fees to registration fees. Omacked up with funding or with resources, if it is not support-
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ed with dollars and cents, it is hardly worth the paper itis The Ridersafe fees were increased for two very simple
written on. During budget estimates | will be asking thereasons—costs and road recovery. As well as resulting in
minister exactly what level of expenditure she has put intamprovements to the facilities which provide the training in
many of the challenges set out in the strategy, which talksoad safety, the new fees move the program to a cost recovery
about trends in motorcycle crashes, who is involved irbasis and provide funding to increase the capacity of the
motorcycle crashes, and measures that should be implemeprogram to cater for increased community demand for
ed to improve that safety record and reduce fatalities ancthotorcycle licences. Motorcycle safety is a national concern
injuries. Of course, the strategy itself recognises that skillsnd cabinet has approved the expansion of the program to
training and licensing of motorcyclists are pivotal to theaccommodate the high level of demand from the community
success of the strategy. So what do we do? We hike up biwr licences. It is felt that it is no coincidence, as this
240 per cent the fees for attaining those very skills, that verincreased demand has had a strong correlation with the sharp
training, and those very licences that we hope will save livestise in petrol prices. Statistics show that motorcyclists are
The strategy also notes that attitude and behaviour dhvolved in a dangerous mode of transport. | have to confess
motorcyclists is crucial. Well, what message are we sendingp the member that | have been a pillion passenger only once
them with this stupid budgetary measure? It has been maagmad went far too fast to really enjoy it. | had a more sedate
with a view to the budget and not with a view to saving livestrip around Uluru, and it was a terrific way of seeing the dead
or making our roads safer. centre of Australia. Unfortunately, in the Hills, that is not the
In the government's motorcycle strategy it has identifiedsort of speed our riders are doing.
the need to do many things: apply the Ausroads ‘Guide to In order to help meet the state’s target of a 40 per cent
Traffic Engineering Practice for Motorcycle Safety’; ensurereduction in fatalities and serious injuries by the end of 2010,
that plans for new and existing infrastructure are audited fothe government needed to ensure a quality and timely
motorcycle safety aspects; and expand the use of high skitRidersafe program. At the same time, the government putin
resistant water-based pavement markings. It goes on: upgragiace a consistent approach for all motor vehicle licence
the investigation and reporting of sites of motorcycle fatalitiesapplicants. The Ridersafe program has been heavily subsi-
and serious injury crashes; establish and recognise motatised since its inception in 1987. However, the government
cycle users as a unique road user group with special need$oes not subsidise the cost of training or licence assessing for
monitor international and national research; upgrade roadsidey other class of vehicle. Applicants for truck, car and bus
rest areas to make them more amenable for motorcyclistficences are required to pay the full cost of their training and
work with key safety partners to raise awareness of mototicence testing, and so it was considered only fair that
cycle safety; ensure that the motorcycle community iseveryone pay the real cost of training and licence testing,
informed; and improve opportunities for meaningful involve-irrespective of the type of vehicle they plan to operate.
ment of the South Australian motorcycle community in | am pleased to inform the house that waiting times for
decision-making processes relating to motorcycle safeftynyry into the course have reduced from 14 weeks prior to
Well, there was not much involvement from the communitychyistmas in 2005 to five weeks for weekday courses and
or the motorcycle associations in this decision to hike umhine weeks for weekend courses. Waiting times will improve
motorcycle Ridersafe training fees. even further in the future, as the government has committed
| put to the house that it is a silly decision, and theto recruiting up to 12 permanent instructors to increase the
Treasurer and the government have an opportunity, in thgrogram’s capacity. While the fees concerned some of the
budget today, to reverse it. If they do not reverse it todaymotorbike riding population of South Australia, it was felt
they have an opportunity to do so in the weeks ahead. Thekgat the fees still represent value for applicants when
seems to be no device to assess whether these fee hikgsmpared with other states and territories. For example, in
deliver positive or negative outcomes. | suggest that they wilSouth Australia, Ridersafe has a student-instructor ratio of no
cost lives, they will increase injuries, and they will increasemore than 5:1, unlike some other states which operate with
the rate of unlicensed riding. They are bad for road safety and ratio of up to 6:1.
they should be reversed. | call on members, particularly

Treasurer and senior members of the front bench. adjacent to the Florey electorate. This happened in July this
Mr Piccolo: We don't get bossed around. year, and it is widely acknowledged throughout the riding
Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: | know what it is like to be community that the St Agnes facility is one of the best in

a government backbencher; you are not allowed to have Australia. Government motorcycles are also provided free of

brain. Have one on this occasion and see that this decisionéharge for all courses, unlike providers in other states, where

reversed. a hire charge for the courses is applied.

Time expired. In the event that the person struggles to achieve the
required competency, Ridersafe provides two repeat attempts
MsBEDFORD (Florey): It is terrible when we are atboth the basic and advanced courses free of charge. | think
badgered in such a fashion. This government is committed ts really important to note this, as we are very conscious of
road safety and to reducing road deaths and injuries. Thiae cost element. In New South Wales, a person who fails to
minister in another place, the Hon. Carmel Zollo, and hecomplete the training component of the advanced course will
department should be acknowledged and their work comreed to pay the full training and assessment cost again. Even
mended for what they are doing to try to make roads in Soutff they pass the training component but fail the assessment,
Australia safer. People in my constituency—particularlythey have to be reassessed at a further cost of $42 for each
parents worried for their young sons and, occasionallyadditional attempt. So, | think that we have looked at that and
daughters—tell me that this initiative is long overdue. put in place something to address it.
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There is no evidence that the higher fees will necessarilwhole argument is a little loose and floppy. | can assure
encourage people to ride unlicensed. Prior to the introductiomembers that the majority of the 1 000 people who rallied out
of Ridersafe in 1987, when the price of obtaining a motorthe front of Parliament House were not 16, 17 or 18 year olds.
cycle licence was much less and had no training componemost of them were older riders who already have their
at all, more than 30 per cent of rider fatalities and 27 per certcences. This bill will not really affect them. They do not
of all riders involved in crashes were not appropriatelyhave to do the Ridersafe training again. They were rallying
licensed at the time of the crash. That has now reduced tior the 16, 17 and 18 year olds who are going to follow them.
approximately 8 per cent and 6 per cent (while we know thaT hey have been out on the roads. They have picked up some
anything is too much, it has shown a reduction), despite thef the bodies. They know what goes on out there and how
requirement to pay the new fees and spend time training. Nedangerous riding is. They were rallying for the kids who will
South Wales continues to subsidise its motorcycle trainindpllow, who are getting buried in increasing numbers in our
and licensing program and, despite this, in 2005 some 23 peemeteries when they ride their bikes off the road, into a tree
cent of rider fatalities in that state involved unlicensed ridersor into some other obstacle, resulting in death or serious
This demonstrates that the incidence of unlicensed riding imjury. They have been around on the road long enough to
not solely attributable to fees. There are many other factorksnow how important this training is and why it should be
that lead people to ride unlicensed. affordable and within reach for people. I think the govern-

It is alarming that since 1999 the non-motorcyclist fatalityment is being bloody-minded in its arguments.
rate dropped by 17 per cent, while the number of motorcyc- The government—through my friend, in response to my
lists killed on Australian roads increased by 39 per cent. Thamnotion—did not address the fundamental issue that it is
is why this government will continue to implement, asalready raking in between $800 million and $1 billion from
appropriate, the recently released motorcycle road safetyotorists now through the various things | mentioned—
strategy prepared by the motorcycle task force, which reporthirough licence fees, rego fees, GST on fuel, and penalties—
to the Road Safety Advisory Council and decides what stepand they are not returning it to support initiatives like the
will be taken to improve the safety of motorcyclists. We haveMotorcycle Road Safety Strategy. They are keeping that
every confidence in both the Road Safety Advisory Council'snoney in their coffers. | am very disappointed. | will not
work and the fact that the Ridersafe motorcycle trainingorce a vote on this, as the government has the numbers.
course will save lives and injuries by reducing accidents. Clearly, the government will oppose the motion by using its

numbers to defeat my proposition. It seems a very simple

Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): In closing the debate, message to send to all motorcyclists that, at the next election,
I thank the government for its courtesy in responding to thehey have a choice. | assure members that | will be consider-
motion and, through my friend, | thank the minister. | think ing this matter most carefully, as we prepare our policies
that it is important, for private members’ motions, that thegoing forward.
community get to hear the government’s view, so | thankthe Mr Koutsantonis; Make a commitment now.
government for that. Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: We will come out with a

Having said that, | do not agree with the government'spolicy that is better.
arguments in support of its decision to hike Ridersafe fees. Mr Koutsantonis: Coward.

My friend has raised the issue that the government does not Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: So, you have a clear choice:
subsidise charges and costs to other licence holders, so whyou want a Labor government, you will get a 240 per cent
should they subsidise charges for Ridersafe training? Motgncrease in Ridersafe fees.

car drivers do not have to do anything like a compulsory Mr Koutsantonis: You're lying to them.

Ridersafe training course of two days’ duration at a Depart- Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: If you want a safety regime
ment of Transport-operated venue. It simply does not worland support, then—

that way. Cheaper options are available for motor car drivers. Mr Koutsantonis: Be honest with them.

They can get their parents to teach them or explore many pr HAMILTON-SMITH: —we will ensure that our
other ways of obtaining a licence without having to gopolicies extend that to you, and | am happy to be held to
through an expensive and time-prolonged training coursgccount to that in the three years to follow and—
which is mandated upon motorcyclists. | think that argument, My K outsantonis: No problem.
if not fraudulent, is certainly a little tricky. Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: —I'm sure | will be, and we

The fact is the government ought to be subsidising thigyill be taking that to an election.
particular training if it saves lives. If the object here isto save  Time expired; motion negatived.
lives, we ought to make sure that as many motorcyclists as
possible have received the training. It just goes with the SCHOOL BUSES, SEATBELTS
territory. The government makes it sound as though it is
doing motorcyclists a favour: ‘By the way, we've been MrsPENFOLD (Flinders): | move:
subsidising you, and why should we do that? We want to take That this house commends the Masonic Foundation for being
that subsidy away.’ It is a wonderful arrangement being irproactive in fundraising for the provision of seatbelts in South
government. You can say, ‘You have to do this, otherwisefustralian school buses.
you will go to gaol but, by the way, we don’t want to help For many years very little was publicly known about the
you do it/ Freemasons. It was seen as a secret society for men that had

It has been mandated that they have to do the Ridersaféuals and symbols based in a past age which appeared to
training, but the government does not want to assist ifave very little relevance to the lives of ordinary people. Over
ensuring that the costs are affordable for riders who are agdbe years | became aware that there was a lot more to this
16, 17 or 18, of whom about half are uni students. A lot ofsociety, and that it was well known for its good works.
them cannot afford a car; that is why they ride a bike, and yotdowever, it was not until the Masonic Foundation was
want them to pay $600 for Ridersafe training. | think thatestablished in 1989, in order to create a more formal structure
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for the benevolent activities of freemasonry in Southenthusiastic endorsement by the foundation’s board of
Australia and the Northern Territory, that I, and the ordinarymanagement, and the program was commenced.
public, really began to appreciate its work. The Masonic As the member for Flinders, | am very well aware of how
Foundation has been clearly established as the charitable athe region's water shortage presents one of the largest
of freemasonry and, likewise, the major fundraising arm obbstacles to development, safety and lasting prosperity. This
freemasonry. innovative project, accompanied by suitable signage and
Mr Koutsantonis interjecting: acknowledgment, will leave a lasting legacy of goodwill
MrsPENFOLD: | certainly do support freemasonry.  which will greatly benefit the community for years to come.
TheDEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The member for West This month the Masonic Foundation has been specifically
Torrens will desist. focusing on another issue that | believe has been inadequately
MrsPENFOL D: The success story of the foundation is addressed, that is, the provision of seatbelts on all school
the impact it has had in caring in so many areas of need arislises. In an ambitious move, the state Freemasons foundation
in providing assistance, in conjunction with the Freemasomas offered to raise the funds to ensure that every South
lodges, to local communities, clearly putting into practice oneAustralian school bus is equipped with seatbelts for every
of the principal purposes of freemasonry’s existence—thathild who travels on them. Foundation spokesman, Richard
being charity. Flashman AM, said the following in a statement:
A registered charitable organisation, the foundation Freemasons are parents, grandparents and uncles and cousins of
administers two major funds: the general fund and the speciathool-age children and we are simply not willing to sit on our
projects fund. The foundation provides charitable grants thands, helplessly waiting for government to act to safeguard those

persons or organisations in need, on an annual basis. Applic nildren. We also believe that every parent views the safety of their
' ’ children as being of paramount importance and not to be compro-

tions for assistance can be directed through any Freemasofieq by the need for what in reality is a small expenditure per
lodge, or direct to the Masonic Foundation Incorporatedchild—especially given the length of service of the buses and the
which is located on Grange Road, Flinders Park. numbers of children to use them during the bus’s lifetime. There can

The 2005 report of the board of management of thd€ nothingworse than to be told that your child has been injured, or
orse, in a bus crash when a simple restraint installed in the vehicle

Masonic F_oundat'on lists numerous donations, SChOIaISh"%uld have prevented it, or at least reduced the level of injury. The
of many kinds, and a number of benevolent appeals. One @reemasons foundation has therefore committed to raise sufficient
these is the Freemasons Eyre Peninsula Bushfire Reliéfnds to ensure that every school bus is fitted with correctly

Appeal. | take this opportunity to thank them in particular forengineered aircraft-style lap seatbelts.
this one, and to put on record the great appreciation of thecommend the Freemasons foundation for establishing the
people in my electorate of Flinders, covering southern Eyr@elts on Buses foundation, donating seed funding of $50 000
Peninsula, who were the recipients of this appeal. Thiso launch this public appeal. The target is, of course, to see
terrifying bushfire ravaged Eyre Peninsula on Black Tuesday,00 per cent of school buses fitted with the basic safety
11 January 2005, laying waste to all in its path and, tragicallyequirement that is obligatory in a family car. However, the
taking a number of lives. Houses were destroyed, along witkFreemasons undertake to ensure that every dollar raised is
much loved personal and irreplaceable possessions, livestoakplied to the installation of seatbelts for as many buses as
and livelihoods. Many survivors were left with only the the money can cover.
clothes they were wearing. The Freemasons are confident that every parent, as well

On 13 January, chairman Geoffrey Benny and executivas many other members of the public, will want to contribute
director Robert Clyne drove to the area, where they met witlowards this goal, and so has established a bank account with
Malcolm Schluter and many other local Freemasons. AfteBank SA to which contributions can be made directly. | am
talking to people on the ground and assessing the situatioaware that the Port Lincoln Rotary Club, being so recently
they reported back to the Grand Master, and the Freemasoaffected by the school bus crash on the Eyre Peninsula, will
Eyre Peninsula Bushfire Relief Appeal was launched. Havingssist. In addition, it is hoped that many companies and
only just launched its Tsunami Relief Appeal, it is a realcommercial operations will wish to provide assistance in
credit to the public spirit of charity that the response wageaching the Belts on Buses target in the shortest possible
immediate and heartfelt. Upon learning about the tragedjime. Mr Flashman has also stated that if the state government
through the media, interstate lodges also made generofiads that there are funds available to provide further
donations to the appeal through the Masonic Foundation. Byssistance, those funds will be gratefully received and applied
the time the appeal closed, more than $87 000 had beeo the project.
donated. I commend the Masonic Foundation for being proactive

What makes the work of the Masonic Foundationin fundraising for the provision of seatbelts in South
particularly valuable is that donated funds are often accompakustralian school buses, and | urge the state Labor govern-
nied with a vision for the best way to distribute them. ment to support the Belts on Buses foundation to ensure the
Representatives of the two Eyre Peninsula lodges affected jafety of all South Australian children, particularly those who
the bushfire (Port Lincoln Lodge and Lodge Sirius) werespend many hours on buses, often on rough dirt roads in
consulted and asked to determine how they thought theountry areas.
money raised could be best used, with lasting benefits, for
their communities. Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): | rise to support the

A major problem in fighting the bushfire was the agonis-motion, and | am very sensitive in doing so to the fact that
ing delays experienced when fire appliances had to leave thikere is a bill before the house on the subject of seatbelts for
scene of the fire to replenish their water supplies. To addresshool buses, so | will be careful not to go into matters in that
this problem, they recommended that ten 20 000 gallon watdsill. | will contain myself, which is very difficult at times,
tanks be purchased and erected in strategic locations articularly when the Minister for Transport has entered the
bushfire-prone areas determined in partnership with thehamber, to the motion before us which has to do with the
Country Fire Service. The recommendation receivedMasonic Foundation’s being proactive in fundraising.
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| say to the minister and to the government that it is avhose children and grandchildren do not have to put up with
shame that the Masonic Foundation has had to step in to dhis health hazard. The tramline extension project should be
a job that, really, the government should be doing; that isgonsidered in association with infrastructure needs across the
fitting seatbelts on school buses. The Masonic Foundatiostate. It is quickly apparent that the tramline is a wasteful
and its excellent charitable works, had this not been @&xtravagance with plenty of negatives—$31 million would
requirement foisted upon it, might have been able to focus itseal a lot of roads.
efforts into an area of equal need elsewhere that is unfunded. It costs about $110 000 per kilometre to seal one of our
In effect, what has happened is that the government’s inactiocountry roads, so we could look at—what is that, Martin? It
and failure to fit seatbelts on school buses has caused thuld be about 310 kilometres of road. School buses travel
Masonic Foundation to feel a need to step in and fill theover mainly unsealed roads, therefore children and drivers
breach. | think that is most unfortunate, because théave to cope with dust, pot holes, water, corrugations and
government is being derelict in its responsibility to protectuneven surfaces. Drivers unused to corrugations can easily
school kids by fitting seatbelts itself. result in overturning a vehicle on road surfaces that become

| think it was a tremendous gesture for the Masonica safety issue. For example, the Executive Officer of the Eyre
Foundation to be proactive in fundraising for the seatbelts. Peninsula Local Government Association, Vance Thomas,
hope that the government recognises that it should takieas calculated that the nine district councils in the region of
responsibility and do the job that the Masonic Foundation haElinders maintain 12 918 kilometres of roads—17.5 per cent
offered to do. If the government does accept that responsibilsf the state’s total, and 97 per cent of these are unsealed. This
ty and act accordingly, perhaps the Masonic Foundatiodoes not take into account the out of district regions that are
could be in a position to reconsider the need for it to fitnot covered by councils.
seatbelts to these particular buses. | commend the motion, and The tramline extension will raise safety problems with
| hope that it is supported by the house. respect to the flow of traffic and for patrons getting on and

off the trams. Why make problems? Why not solve some, or

MrsGERAGHTY secured the adjournment of the debatejs that too difficult a task? Taxpayer funds would be more
productively spent in sealing rural and regional roads in
South Australia. Metropolitan people do travel out into the
. . . regions, so it is a matter of safety for all South Australians.
MrsPENFOLD (Flinders): | move: Tk?e Liberal program of sealing rural arterial roads, then

That this house condemns the Labor government for spendin ; i~ ciqnifi i
$31 million of taxpayers’ money on the 1.8 kilometre tram extensiongeaIIng roads of economic significance, was dropped by this

in Adelaide to replace modern free buses, while young people argovernment. Safety appears not to be a concern for this
travelling on dirt roads in 600 country buses, some of which are uglovernment. | hope that the budget will make them reflect on

to 25 years old, many without seatbelts or airconditioning, sometimethat; and perhaps the government will put some funding into
three to a seat, and in 40 degree heat for over an hour. these regional roads, particularly the one from the main
Much has already been said about the issue of seatbelts liighway to the ferry that will travel to Lucky Bay.
school buses. It is an issue that highlights the poor choices A matter that must be addressed in association with
that the government makes in the spending of taxpayersieatbelts is liability. Who will be liable if the children do not
money. In fact, a large proportion of current spending iswear the belts or if they take them off during travel? What
wasted on irrelevances and matters that do not have a lastingll the liability of the driver (many of whom are teachers)
impact on improving the quality of life for South Australians or the owner be if these seatbelts are not worn? Issues are
and, more importantly, on matters that do not improve thénvolved in ensuring not only that these seatbelts are put in
infrastructure in the state that will provide ongoing jobs andout that they are installed in such a way as to ensure that
prosperity. liability issues are covered. The government has stated that
Seatbelts in school buses has been a topic that has begwill legislate for seatbelts to be standard in all new buses.
extensively discussed and researched for some years nowWthat is proposed by the government to replace existing
is an issue that needs to be addressed, but it cannot berangements for seating? For instance, some small children
addressed effectively unless the whole issue of school busegarting school are seated three to a seat, particularly in
is looked at. The attitudes that existed more than 50 yealiggional areas such as mine. This will be impossible with
ago, when school buses were first introduced extensively iseatbelts, and it may mean that larger buses are required,
the country with the amalgamation of small, one-teachewhich will be another issue and another expense, and |
schools into area schools, are no longer acceptable today. Tagknowledge that. It may be that there will have to be some
to imagine communication without emails, mobile phonescharge for our children in country regions to travel on school
and the internet. Our attitudes and expectations of transposuses as there is in the city.
have advanced similarly. | think that most families in country regions would feel
An important corollary to the seatbelt saga is the age ofnhat was an expense they would be happy to cover. Certainly,
school buses. The government needs a program of replacgrose who are not adequately covered by school bus services
ment. Payments to private contractors must be sufficient teurrently must take their children sometimes over
allow the operator to replace the bus within a reasonable timg00 kilometres in a day to reach the local school and at very
frame. The replacement of departmental buses with modeifitle compensation per kilometre. | commend the motion to
vehicles that are fitted with seatbelts should also be accelerate house, and | hope there will be support from both sides.
ed. Probably all the buses could be replaced for the same
amount as is being spent on the tramline extension. Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): As the shadow
Airconditioning should also be mandatory in new schoolminister for transport and infrastructure, | support the motion
buses. Children travel in the buses in the afternoon in thef my friend, the member for Flinders, which, | think, is a
hottest part of the day in daylight saving. The west of themotion about priorities. It raises the question: why is the
state has been written off in derogatory terms by peoplgovernment spending $31 million of taxpayer money on a

SCHOOL BUSES



934 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Thursday 21 September 2006

wonderful tramline extension down King William Street and stupidity of man—perhaps not the stupidity of man: a
North Terrace while there are so many other, more importanhonument to the stupidity of one particular man, perhaps two
things to do? That is essentially the thrust of what she isnen; we could stretch it out from the Minister for Transport
saying, and | think she is spot on, because the government hmsembrace the Premier. Or perhaps three—perhaps an icon
no long-term infrastructure plan for the state. It is as simpléo the stupidity of three men, if we also bring in the Treasur-
as that; there just isn’t one. The government is just takingr: that little troika of genius who have come up with this
each year as it comes—optimistically, perhaps. It is takinggcheme as their number one priority.
each parliamentary term as it comes; indeed, | am not sure My friend makes a very good point. | have worked with
that its forward-thinking extends much beyond each week alser on the problems she is experiencing with school buses in
it comes. Port Lincoln. We tried to get the marina run reinstated. Her
If one made up a list of all the infrastructure priorities in office and mine were on the phone trying to find solutions
the state, including all the road infrastructure priorities, andvhen the government was stacking 10 kids into a sardine can
went around and talked to councils and stakeholder groupand cancelling bus routes in her electorate so that parents
and discussed things with them at community meetings; i€ould not get the kids to school. These are the little priorities.
one talked to businesses and business leaders and cameTlgy are not important to the Labor government, but they are
with a list of things to do; if one talked about roads inimportant to families and ordinary South Australians living
regional South Australia—not only, for instance, in thein regional South Australia who are increasingly the forgotten
South-East, the major generator of enterprise in our state, bpeople of this government. Of course, do not ever forget that,
also roads going north to the new mining precincts openingpart from perhaps the member for Giles, virtually no-one
up at Roxby Downs and Oxiana, over to the West Coast tover there is a stakeholder in regional South Australia. | think
the grain fields—and asked which highways needed to bghe is the only one in this house. There might be one or two
duplicated and which roads needed to be better maintainad the other house who once travelled on a short holiday to
and where overtaking lanes were required; if one discussete country.
with those who operate our rail system the need for enhance- There is no-one over there who really cares about regional
ment of grain rail on the West Coast or reactivation of theSouth Australia. When | look around amongst my colleagues
South-East railway or upgrading of the antique diesel raibn this side of the house, we have the member for Hammond
fleet in metropolitan Adelaide with an electrified fleet, asrepresenting the Murray Bridge area and the Mallee, the
every other state has done; if one talked to the stakeholdensember for Flinders who represents an area twice the size of
involved in stormwater management about the need foYictoria, the member for Finniss who represents an area twice
$160 million worth of flood mitigation works, additional as important as Victoria—Kangaroo Island—my friend the
works on the River Murray and on our reservoirs andmember for Kavel, the Adelaide Hills, the member for
guaranteeing and securing our water supplies; if one movedeysen and the grandfather of the house, the member for
to our energy infrastructure priorities and looked at issueStuart, who probably represents an electorate the size of New
about the future growth and sustainability of our energySouth Wales if you add it all up. Of course, all the people
supplies and oil storage; if one looked at all those issues angho care about regional South Australia are on this side—
perhaps moved onto our marine precincts and the need for tlieere is hardly anyone over there. That is the tragic reality.
aguaculture industry in my friend’s electorate and at Outer When the government goes into caucus and you look
Harbor— around the table at the number of people who can speak for
Mr Pengilly interjecting: large numbers of constituents living in regional and remote
Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: And, of course, the electorate South Australia, there are not too many on the government
of Finniss, that wonderful precinct on Kangaroo Island, andide. There is a plethora on the opposition benches. That is
its tourism infrastructure. If one added up all those things anevhy we have these really silly priorities. That is why, when
sat down with stakeholders and attempted to prioritise therthe government produces what it calls an infrastructure plan
and asked, ‘Which are the most important and which are th@vhich is just a little discussion paper to list all the things we
least important?’, | wonder whether one would decide thammight like to do one day), it does not attempt to prioritise
$31 million worth of trams down King William Street and them in any meaningful way. It does not give a single set of
along North Terrace was one’s number one priority. | do notlates for any of the tasks listed in the plan or when any of the
think that anyone but Billy the Goose would decide that gobs will start or finish; and it does not mention a single
$31 million tram down King William Street and along North dollar figure alongside any of those tasks in the so-called
Terrace was the top priority, given all those things that needtate infrastructure plan. We have a so-called infrastructure
doing. However, that is what the government has done.  plan which lists all the things we would like to do one day,
What was its first big announcement after returning tdout it does not tell us what will be done, in what order it will
office? It said that it would increase the tram project from abe done, when it will be done, or how much money will be
$21 million project to a $31 million project and push it down allocated to do it.
North Terrace to the University of South Australia, which, | 1 do not call that a plan: | call that a glossy lot of waffle
think, is already serviced by a free bus. The logic of all thispaper. It is not a plan. It gets back to the issue that, if the
is just bewildering. Itis lost on me and it is lost on my friend. government sat down, put its thinking cap on, started talking
Itis lost on everyone in the house, it seems, except goverrie people and came up with a real infrastructure plan, then
ment members, who must understand that, underlying anrebme of the priorities my friend addresses in her motion
underpinning all this is some brilliant, secret plan, yet to bemight fall out of the sky at them. If | ask the member for
revealed, which will one day stun us all into the astonishind.ight what the top priority is for infrastructure in his
realisation that $31 million on a tram was a brilliant stepelectorate, | wonder whether he would tell me that it was
forward for the state and an act of genius which will betrams. | do not think so; | do not think he would, strangely
remembered, along with the Eiffel Tower, the building of Stenough. | could rattle through members opposite but | doubt
Paul's and the canals of Venice. It will be a monument to thevhether trams would emerge. Of course, it is probably good



Thursday 21 September 2006 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 935

for the member for Adelaide in that you can probably move: Past serving member of the Local Government Associa-

from one cappuccino shop to the next on the tram—you tion State Executive for 10 years.

know, a cappuccino here, a cappuccino there. Past vice president of the Local Government Association
This is a government that has not thought through its for two years.

priorities, and that is why my friend’s motion is right on the - Former member of the state CFS board, with three years

money. If this house had any sense at all, it would support the service.

motion, support my friend and acknowledge that the govern-  Former chairman of the Southern Region of Councils,

ment has the wrong priorities for South Australia. with 20 years service, including five terms as chairman.
Motion negatived. - Chairman of the Noarlunga Library Management Commit-
tee.

GILBERT,R. & E. Former chairman of the Noarlunga Aquatic Centre

TheHon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher): | move: Review Board.

Former chairman and past member of St Vincent Recrea-
That this house congratulates the Mayor of the City of Onka—

paringa Ray Gilbert OAM and Mayoress Edith Gilbert for their tion Centre Management Advisory (;ommlttee.

outstanding combined community service to the people of the south. Board member Of the N_Oa”Uf"ga Leisure Ceﬂtre. -

| deliberately chose the word ‘combined’ because, as the Member of the Ministerial Southern Recreation Facility

mayor himself is willing to acknowledge, his achievements Working Party, and subsequently appointed to_the

are also the achievements of his wife Edith who has been Southermn Sports Complex: Advisory Committee/Task

mayoress for many years. Members would acknowledge that Forc_e.

people do not achieve much in the community unless they Justice of the peace.

have the support of their spouse or partner. | will briefly” Justice of the quorum. . .

outline some of the community service record of both Ray Melvin Jones Fellow (the highest award from Lions

and Edith Gilbert. International). . o
Ray Gilbert was a member of the district and then the city ~ Life member of the Royal Engineers Association.

council of Noarlunga from 1970, serving as a councillor from*  Member of the City of Onkaparinga Commercial Enter-

1970 and 1972—he had a gap year in 1973; | do not think Pprises Advisory Committee.

that means ‘gap’ as in the UK where you spend time between Chairman of the Onkaparinga Environmental Advisory

school and university but | think he had a year off—and from  Committee.

1974 and 1976. He was an alderman from 1976 to 1984, Member of the City of Onkaparinga Development

during which time he was Deputy Mayor. From 1985 to June  Assessment Panel.

1997 he served as Mayor and in June 1997 he was electedlasaddition, he is patron and life member of numerous clubs

the first Mayor of the City of Onkaparinga. Almost continu- and organisations, so members have an idea of his community

ously since 1970 Ray Gilbert has been a member of the Citgervice.

of Onkaparinga and its antecedent organisations—so itis an Edith has been involved with many community groups,

incredible period of time. In terms of service it adds up toand has been patroness or chair of a number of organisations,

something like 34 years in local government. | have not donéincluding the Southern Area Blind Group and Southern

the calculation in terms of being mayor, but it must add upUrgency Relief Fund, and she has assisted many families

to a significant number of years. with the Mayoress’s Charity Christmas Tree Appeal (which
An honourable member: It's 21%2. has been very successful). One rarely sees Ray at a public
TheHon. R.B. SUCH: My learned friend says it is function without Edith being there in a supportive role; and

21% years as mayor. Some of the achievements of the Maythiat was the case this week when | attended a citizenship

are as follows: ceremony at Noarlunga—the last to be presided over by Ray
Order of Australia Medal (OAM) for service to local Gilbert. Edith was there in her usual supportive role, not just
government through the Noarlunga and Onkaparinga cithecause she wants to support Ray and the community, but
councils and to the community through a broad range obecause she clearly enjoys helping people and being part of
welfare, health and supporting organisations. the community.
Life member of the CFS, with 48 years service, including | think it is important that we acknowledge people such
service as a local government representative on the CFss Ray and Edith Gilbert because of their community service.
board. He was also awarded the National Medal and Clasip is important also to acknowledge all other people in the
for service to the CFS. community who putin a lot of time and effort through local
Meritorious Service Badge Award awarded by the Royaljovernment. As | pointed out at the naturalisation ceremony
District Nursing Society for 17 years active service withthe other night, councillors and mayors do not get paid; they
the Noarlunga branch, including 15 years as chairman.are volunteers and they get an allowance. Just digressing for
Past chairman of the Southern Districts War Memoriala moment, | think this allowance should be tax free, but that
Hospital Board, having given 17 years service to thafs not the case at the moment.
board. We should continue to acknowledge those people who put
Foundation chairman of the Noarlunga Health Service anih a lot of time and effort to attend functions and to contribute
still an active member of the board, with a total of to the community. | am sure, as members of parliament, there

18 years service. have been many times when we have thought, ‘Oh, we have
Past chairman of the Southern Urgency Relief Fund, witho go out tonight’ or ‘We have to attend a function’. | do not
25 years service. think the community appreciates the effort required by many

Past chairman of the Noarlunga Centre (Subcommittee gfeople, such as Ray and Edith, to get dressed up again at
the South Australian Planning Commission) and invitechight and go out, especially during winter. It is not just during
to sit on the Advisory Committee of Planning. the more comfortable summer period,; it is also during the
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cold nights in winter that they attend functions, fetes, fairs, MsTHOMPSON (Reynél): | rise to support this motion
and so on. and to thank the member for Fisher for placing it on the
One of the points that should be made about Ray (and hotice Paper. The business of this place would be clogged
would not be claiming credit for this), is that when he joinedif we congratulated every retiring mayor, but I think it is
Noarlunga council back in 1970, it had a population ofentirely appropriate that we spend some time congratulating
28 000. The population of the City of Onkaparinga is nowRay and Edith Gilbert for the service they have given to our
155 000. The rates income in 1970 for Noarlunga wasommunity.
$558 831. This year, including grants and so on, the income The City of Onkaparinga is the largest local government
being dealt with by the City of Onkaparinga will be of the area in the state, and, indeed, represents 10 per cent of the
order of $100 million. So, that is the extent of the change irpopulation of the state. The City of Onkaparinga covers many
the space of 30-plus years. electorates. The electorates of Kaurna, Mawson and Reynell
Another important aspect about Ray and Edith is that thepre entirely encompassed within the City of Onkaparinga.
demonstrate quite clearly the contribution that people mak&he member for Fisher has a large part of his electorate
when they come to live in Australia. Ray and Edith came heravithin Onkaparinga, the member for Heysen has some of
in 1952. Whilst we often focus on people who have coméhers, and the member for Bright has a substantial part of her
here in recent times from non-English speaking backgroundslectorate within the City of Onkaparinga. Ray and Edith
(and that is important), we should not overlook the fact thatGilbert have shown a remarkable ability to work with all the
there are a lot of people from the UK who have made docal members of parliament in a very cooperative manner.
tremendous contribution as well. Itis not a question that on€ertainly, from reports | have had from some of my col-
is better than the other. What we have in Australia is thdeagues, this has not always been the case.
culmination of a lot of effort going back over a long time  The member for Fisher referred to the last citizenship
from recent migrants, from people born here, obviously, fronrceremony to be conducted by Mayor Gilbert having been held
people who have migrated from English speaking backen Monday night. | am very sorry | was not able to attend that
grounds and from non-English speaking backgrounds, anceremony. In fact, very few of the local members, who
including, of course, the contribution of the indigenousnormally turn out for these ceremonies in great numbers,
people, which increasingly is being recognised. Howevenvere able to attend that ceremony (it is not normally on a
there is still a long way to go in terms of acknowledging aMonday night), and it is sad that we were not able to mark
fantastic traditional culture which should be valued. that special event. One of the strengths of Mayor Gilbert is
When Ray and Edith came here they moved to Aldgateto bring something very positive to citizenship ceremonies.
| am not sure why they left Aldgate—probably all those He and Edith welcome our new citizens very ably and very
exotic trees up there. They were involved in the Aldgateheartily. It has often been my observation that, as all the
Memorial Hall Building Committee. As often happens, onedignitaries on the stage are introduced, the loudest applause
thing leads to another, and, as Ray acknowledged in apy far goes to Mayoress Edith Gilbert for the work she does
interview in August of this year, he said from that point onin the community. She is well loved and well respected. The
there was no turning back. He moved to Port Noarlunga anchember for Fisher has detailed the formal contributions
joined the Progress Association and the EFS (as it was theNayor Gilbert and Mayoress Gilbert have made to our
now the CFS), of which he is still an auxiliary member. | community.
realise that Ray would have to be close to 80 (he does not | will speak briefly about some of the informal contribu-
give his birth date here; maybe he wants to protect that, likéions that will be missed. Certainly citizenship ceremonies
many women do not want their birth date revealed), but hevill not be quite the same, and the new mayor in Onkaparinga
is still an auxiliary member of the CFS. | am not quite surewill have a lot to live up to. One of the regular sights in the
what he could do in the event of a major fire, but | am sureCity of Onkaparinga is the Christies Beach Christmas
his wise counsel would be important. pageant. For many years that has been led by the Gilberts,
He became secretary of the Noarlunga Ambulancevith Edith sheltering beneath a particularly fetching parasol.
Service, chair of the Port Noarlunga Primary School CouncilThe children respond very warmly to the site of Edith beneath
and he was on the first council of the Christies Beach Higther parasol.
School. So, there is quite a lifetime of involvement. Many of ~ There are so many community events they have patronised
us, | guess, have come through the ranks of variouand participated in. Certainly the Anzac Youth Vigil, with
community associations. My first community group, really,which | have been strongly associated, has been supported
was Rural Youth, at Blackwood, which is not very rural now. wholeheartedly by Mayor Gilbert. In the interview to which
So, his is a life contribution worth celebrating. | do not wantthe member for Fisher referred, he indicated his pleasure at
it to sound like an obituary, because Ray and Edith are stilhe redevelopment of the City of Onkaparinga Memorial
very much with us, but | would like to pay tribute to them and Gardens. The opening of the memorial gardens was held in
wish them well. 1 do not know whether people like them conjunction with the Anzac Youth Vigil last year and it was
really retire. They have children, grandchildren and greaan important event within our community. Several council-
grandchildren. On behalf of certainly the people of mylors, particularly Councillors Parslow and Irwin, have
electorate, which is totally within the City of Onkaparinga, supported the Anzac Youth vigil. Councillor Parslow in
I wish them all the very best in their retirement, if we can callparticular has supported the redevelopment of the memorial
it that, and trust that they have good health and that we wiljardens. Their advocacy has been supported with enthusiasm
always acknowledge their great contribution to theby Mayor Gilbert for various measures that take our
community and their great role, | guess, as mentors andommunity forward.
people who set an example for others to follow. If there were  Mayor Gilbert also mentioned his pride in the community
more people community minded like Ray and Edith, wecentres that have been established throughout the City of
would be an even better society than we are. | commend thi®nkaparinga. | also support those community centres and see
motion to the house. them as one of the strengths of our city. It was certainly
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notable, when the old city of Noarlunga combined with the

cities of Happy Valley and Willunga, that one of the first QUESTION TIME

things that happened was that the residents of the former

cities became aware of the value of the existing community SCHOOL S, REPORTING OF RESULTS

centres in the old Noarlunga area and wanted them. | was not .

best pleased with this because | had my eye on funding for 1 heHon. I.F. EVANS(L eader of the Opposition): My

the much needed extensions of the Hackham Wedjuestion is to the Minister for Education and Children’s
Community Centre and the Reynella Community Centre. [2€rvices. What action is the minister going to take to ensure
was a diversion of funds away from centres that | wadhat the Australian Education Union follows the state
particularly interested in that resulted from that amalgamagdovernment's directive to provide parents with comparative
tion. It all goes to show the wisdom of the previous!Nformationonrequest? The Australian Education Union has

Noarlunga council, led my Mayor Gilbert, in establishing told its members to refuse to compile students’ grades and
those community centres. ther_efore provide parents, at thelr request,.wnh. overall
In a new and developing community there are not théa\c_hlevetnent levels of oth_er children in their child’s or
existing organisations that there are in some of the olderhildren’s class for comparison. .
communities. The way the council, under the leadership of TheHon. J.D.LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Educa-
Mayor Gilbert, went about establishing those centres hadon and Children’s Services): | thank the Leader of the
indeed been a strength of the new, developing and excitin@pposmon for his questlor). It is quite clear that conditions
City of Onkaparinga. While | could easily make more of payments have been laid down from the federal govern-
remarks, | note that if | cease now we will be able to vote orent, and | think that any teacher who endangers the balance
this motion today. | hope the mayor will accept my congratu-Of funds going into schools will receive a conS|dera_1bIe
lations on his service and accept the fact that | have not bedimber of complaints from the parents in that community. |

able to detail them as fully as | would have liked. point out that it really is not in the best interests of children
Motion carried. in our schools. Having said that, it is a very punitive act by
the federal government to have conditions of constant
[ Sitting suspended from 1 to 2 p.m] compliance. Teachers spend so much time filling out forms

with all sorts of audits, compliance and benchmarking
activities. It would be better if the federal government
APPROPRIATION BILL focused on putting more money into public education instead
of torturing the lives of every teacher in our schools.
His Excellency the Governor's Deputy, by message,
recommended to the house the appropriation of such amounts HEALTH, RURAL
of money as might be required for the purposes mentioned in
the bill. Mr PICCOLO (Light): My question is to the Minister
for Health. How are communities being consulted about the
STATUTESAMENDMENT (REAL ESTATE proposed reforms to the administration of country health
INDUSTRY REFORM) BILL services?
. TheHon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Health): | thank the
His Excellency the Governor's Deputy, by messagemember for Light for his question. | know how involved and
recommended to the house the appropriation of such amoungerested he is in country health reform issues. Last month,
of money as might be required for the purposes mentioned igs members would know, | released a country health govern-
the bill. ance consultation paper, which is a blueprint for improving
our health system in country South Australia—in my opinion,
FUEL POLICY something that is long overdue. The paper sets out a new role
" . . ._for the local health boards, and it is proposed that new
A petition signed by 161 residents of South Austr‘e?“a’community health councils be establishgd t% be the voice of
requesting the house to urge t.h.e government to publish Bcal communities without having the burden of complex
position paper on the opportunities and threats to the Sta{ﬁanagement decisions, particularly in relation to issues of

concerning the likely world oil shortage, ensure adequat - . ) :
stocks of transport fuel are held in South Australia an afgteyr\zzgsqZilgyxs&rl;gmim ;':]?]{r']nancﬂlirpagigegigf
introduce legislation to encourage a sustainable, low energy > /=2 81 W E S Elealt ?h c?n as%/ate o basys
transport infrastructure, was presented by Dr McFetridge. Uagets wi wi ; Wi IS.
e : The paper has been sent to hundreds of interested people
Petition received. . .
around the state, and people have until the end of this month

PAPERS TABLED to provide input into thf_e plan. We want everyone in rura_l and
country South Australia to have a chance to have their say.
The following papers were laid on the table: Twelve consultation meetings have been held around the
By the Minister for the Arts (Hon. M.D. Rann)— state, and | have visited many of the country regions to talk

Art Gallery of South Australia—for the year 1 July to the boards, their members and other individuals about the

2005—30 June 2006 propositions.

. The early feedback we are getting from local board
By the Attorney-General (Hon. M.J. Atkinson)— members is a desire to focus on improving the communities’

Listze&i)%g and Surveillance Devices Act 1972—Report  heglth care, and | certainly support that. The deputy leader
Summary Offences Act 1953, Return pursuant to Section has been trying to Wh'p up Controvgrsy about the refprms and
74B—Road Block Establishment Authorisations—1  she attacked the integrity of the independent chair on one
April to 30 June 2006. occasion, which was very unfortunate. Not everybody on the
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opposition side is opposed to what we are doing. In fact, | ABORIGINAL YOUTH

was delighted that the Opposition Whip, the member for

Schubert, was quoted Fhe Bunyip, supporting the govern- TheHon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher): My question is to the
ment’s reforms, and | thank him for what he said: Minister for Aboriginal Affairs and Reconciliation. Has the

Lwel the sinal ional v health authoritv_th Iolminister some good news about our Aboriginal youth?
welcome the single regional country health authority—the o o
multiple regional setup tended to use up too many resources and TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL (Minister for Abo-

introduced another level of bureaucracy. riginal Affairsand Reconciliation): | thank the honourable
member for his question, and | acknowledge his keen interest
| agree with him 100 per cent. | look forward to more in the interests of Aboriginal people in our state and, in
constructive and bipartisan support from members on thparticular, young Aboriginal people. He has expressed to me
other side. | must acknowledge that the member for Stuartisn numerous occasions his distress that there is very little
also on the record in support of this reform. coverage of the positive things that are happening for
Aboriginal people in this state. There are many stories about
the negative things and it is always good to share with the
SCHOOL S, REPORTING OF RESULTS house and the community, if those who report these matters

L would care to do so, some of the positive things.
Dr McFETRIDGE (Morphett): My question is to the o f the thi | tt thI the h g . t
Minister for Education and Children’s Services. What penalty ne ot the things 1 want to (el the house IS a recen
do teachers face if they fail to implement the state govem§uccess story that concerns an organisation called Boys Town

ment's directive to provide parents with the comparativeand an initiative that is occurring in The Parks. Boys Town

information on request? Is it the minister's intention to!S @n organisation which has its roots in Queensland, has
enforce the penalty? An education departmentspokeswom& me 1o .SOUth Aqstralla and already run a successful
has claimed that a clear directive has been given to staff fgperationin Port Pirie, and now has mo_ved_to The_Parks area
implement the new requirements. It has been reported that t9d the state. | know the member for Enfield is very interested
minister has warned teachers about their action but, as yet, v%'ts acnvmes. andis supportlve ofit. Indeed, the person who
have heard nothing about any potential repercussions that w| ally made it happen is my colleague, the Minister for

: : : . . mployment, Training and Further Education, who has
apply if the unions continue to override government pO“Cy'provided the funding to ensure that young people are able to

TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Educa-  get a start.

tion and Children’s Services): It is good to hear from the The young people in question are mainly Aboriginal
member for Morphett. | was beginning to worry he may haveyegple from The Parks area. They are engaged in a project to
been unable to get a question up today, as he was unablergyrbish former Housing Trust houses as part of the
get one up yesterday. The question that he asked, just {flestwood urban renewal project. | am delighted to say that
clarify for members in case they had not understood the ook part in the celebration of the completion of the first
intent, is about the delivery of results in a way that comparegenovation. Eleven people have developed valuable building
a child against other children within the class. This wasand construction skills through a program called Workers’
originally put forward as a potential to list quartiles. For thoserherapy. What is extra special about the approach that has
of you who do not understand the background to this, th@een taken in this program is that it gives young people in the
quartile was a way of dividing up a class— community an opportunity to learn life and employment skills

Dr McFETRIDGE: | rise on a point of order: relevance? When they might have come from backgrounds where those

] o . sorts of things were not developed—they might have either

The SPEAKER: No. I think the minister is answering the a history of early offending, early school leaving, unemploy-

question. ment or disengagement from the community.

TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: | am attempting to Just talking to the young people at the ceremony showed
clarify the matter, because the federal government wanted lWw far they have come in a short time. One man could not
to list quartiles. The member for Morphett may not under-speak in front of other people when he began this program
stand the background to this, but every educational bodgnd, by the end of the program, was the spokesperson for the
within South Australia—public, private, independent orgroup. It was wonderful to see that he had gained the
Catholic—has said that there is no merit in giving outconfidence to engage in public speaking. He found it very
quartiles. Just to explain, imagine a small independerdifficult, but he did it all the same, and it was a wonderful
Catholic school in a regional area, which might only havetribute to him. Another young lad dropped out of school at a
12 or 18 children in a grade. They would want us to putyoung age with severe dyslexia and is one of the top perform-
children in quartiles according to their achievement. So th€rs in the program and already has secured an ongoing
top three children would be classified as in the top quartil@pprenticeship with Boys Town. | am incredibly proud of the
and the bottom three in the bottom quartile. The reality is thayoung people’s achievements, and | know their families are
all educational leaders say this is meaningless because, iregually proud of where they have gone.
small cohort, a child with an over-benchmark high achieve- The program is almost a pre-training program. It tries to
ment can be in the bottom quartile, and in another class give life skills to enable people to go to that step of training
child with a cohort of less well-performing children can havewhich is ultimately aimed at getting people into secure
a grade A but be achieving below a grade D. So, essentiallgmployment. It is a fantastic initiative, and shows that a
the results are meaningless. Also, it breaches confidentialityumber of young Aboriginal people in The Parks area can see
because then the children in the small— a future for themselves and are investing their time and effort

Members interjecting: in bulilding their skills with t.he ambition of being good

contributors to the community and seeing a valuable and
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Fisher. viable future for themselves.
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SCHOOLS, CURRICULUM ics, means that not only do we have opportunities but we are
also investing.

Dr McFETRIDGE (Morphett): My question is again to Members interjecting:
the Minister for Education and Children’s Services. What o 1100 3D LOMAX-SMITH: There seems to be a
different curriculum will be offered at the Enfield-Gepps
Cross super school and the five new birth to year seve
schools that is not already available at existing R-12 stat
schools?

TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Educa-
tion and Children’s Services): | thank the member for
Morphett because, like me, he must be delighted by thg?_h
massive investment we are making in public education.
Clearly, he would like more details of what we intend to do
in this extraordinarily large building program that will SKILLSTRAINING
reshape our education delivery by embracing the idea of an ) o o
integrated and collocated service that will allow a birth to  Mr O'BRIEN (Napier): My question is to the Minister
year 7 or year 12 school. Clearly, one of the great challengd§f Employment, Training and Further Education. What is the
in education is the ages of transition—when children go frongfovernment doing to assist the manufacturing industry in
child care to k|ndy’ from k|ndy to primary and from primary mee“ng its skills need in the metal fabrication sector?
to secondary schools. TheHon. P. CAICA (Minister for Employment,

One of the great opportunities is to have integratediraining and Further Education): | thank the member for
curriculum across the stages of education. In fact, we warifapier for his question and his keen commitment to skills
to have good development services in our small children sacquisition in South Australia. The manufacturing industry
that those attending child care or kindergarten have apontinues to face many challenges, as well as take up
opportunity to embrace developmental support and to havepportunities due to the rapid evolution of global competition
early intervention where there are challenges either becauge that sector. A recent report released by the Australian
of their physical or intellectual ability. We believe that the Industry Group entitled ‘World Class Skills for World Class
best time to intervene in a child’s development is earlylndustries’ highlighted that Australia has critical skills need
because if you can catch a learning difficulty or a speecmow and over the next five years as many of the existing work
impediment in a child at the age of three or four, clearly, youorce during that period of time will be retiring.
have a better chance and an easier opportunity to remediate. A 2004 report produced by NCVER identified that the

Having these schools collocate—and | am sure that thengineering trades represent the second largest trade group
member for Morphett would understand the advantage of thig, the work force. The report also highlighted continuing
massive investment in education by building these newkills shortages in the metal trades, with the number of
facilities—uwill allow us to get the integration across thosecontracts of training in the metal trades falling by 10 per cent
school services and years. The other opportunity, of coursgince the late 1990s. It is highly unlikely that skilled migra-
is that we know that, by putting these services on one sitgjon will be the sole answer in meeting these challenges,
there is an opportunity, for instance, to have integration ofndeed, it is unlikely. That is due to the global demand for
language classes across the years, to have specialist—  skills in the engineering field. We will be competing globally

The SPEAKER: Order! There is a point of order. as much as locally for the skills acquisition.

Mrs REDMOND: | rise on a point or order, Mr Speaker. Mr Hanna interiecting:
: X jecting:
Th f h : , .
e point of order is about the relevance of the answer. The The Hon. P. CAICA: No, that will not happen, Kris. The

question was clearly about the nature of the curriculum which

would be different, and nothing the minister has said to datghallenge_ of finding enou_gh skilled workers in these fields
has any bearing o’n the curriculum. IS greater in South Australia because we have been successful

The SPEAKER: Order! There is no point of order. The in attracting major projects that will require many additional

minister has the call. Has the minister completed her answe?.k.meOI tradespeoplg. Thg state government is responding to
TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: Thank you, sir. | do this demgnd by taking S|gn|f|9ant steps to address the slglls
realise that when the member opposite interjects she knov\%]ortage in Fhe metal fabrication sector of the manufacturing
nothing about education if she does not understand that WBdust; _I‘fvr'}th Sthe hcoAmmer;cemVsntkcl):f a ngw $]325 000
have not just a curriculum framework in the early years bu nitiative. The South Australian Work Force Development
we have the best. We are the leaders of development, pr Ind is providing $160 000 towards the metal fabrication
school and early years strategies, because we know that tflustries skills project, with a further contribution of
early years matter. We know that members opposite dowr 65 000 from industry. That is a vital ingredient, and | hope

graded the early years strategy. We know they were n at other industries will follow the example of the manufac-
interested in chiidren’s services—. uring industry in this regard. The 18-month project com-

The Hon. J.M. Rankine interjecting: me_nced _in_.]uly 2006. Specifically, the outcomes of the
The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: Well, they did not Project willinclude:

have one; you are right. They were not interested, but we Marketing tools and resources that will identify clear
know that curriculum matters, and quality education and ~career pathways and assist in promoting the sector to

difficulty opposite. Clearly, they support our investment.
Elearly, they know that new schools—an investment in
ﬁublic education—is a good thing. Clearly, they know that
they are embarrassed by having no vision, no idea and no
investment. They constantly attack education—

The SPEAKER: Order! The minister is now debating.
e member for Napier.

development— South Australians as an attractive career opportunity;
Members interjecting: - processes for existing workers to participate in the
TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: Well, itis a pity, isn’t recognition of prior learning, recognition of current

it? | am happy to talk about the curriculum. Curriculum competencies and the establishment of a model that can
choices, whether it is in specialty areas, literacy or mathemat- be implemented across the broader manufacturing sector;
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identifying the age and skill profile of the current work reality is that this massive investment will allow choices. |
force, which includes the development of strategies tawill just explain one simple statistic. | know members
address future work force requirements; and opposite have trouble because they are probably offering us
evaluating the project to identify successes, improvementse lowest quartile in their questions. The simple statistic is
and impediments to future work force requirements.  that if a child attends a secondary school with 250 children
| welcome the strong sense of collaboration between goverrir it, they have 18 subject choices. If there are 700 children,
ment, industry and the unions, and the commitment to ensutbey have 44 subject choices. This may be a shock: the
the success of this project which will make a significantminister does not choose which curriculum choices are
contribution to our state’s sustained economic wellbeing. available in each school—the community does.
MsCHAPMAN: | have a point of order, sir. This

EDUCATION, SUPER SCHOOL S question has nothing to do with curriculum. The minister was
) o asked to give just one example.
Dr McFETRIDGE (Morphett): Will the Minister for The SPEAKER: Order! The minister has occasionally

Education and Children’s Services give examples of newrayed into debate on a couple of occasions—and | have let
equipment or technology that will be available at the new nass put she is answering the substance of the question.
super school or the new birth to year 12 schools that iSne minister has the call.
currently not offered at existing R-12 schools? TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: We believe in local
__TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Educa-  control in our schools. We believe that the community should
tion and Children’s Services): Sir, can | justask a question? gecide, based on the available opportunities in the local
Did the member for Morphett say ‘birth to 12’ or ‘R-12'?  epyironment. For instance, if we know that the air warfare
Dr McFetridge: The new super school and birth to seven.gestroyer project will produce $6 billion worth of investment
TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: Could the honourable 54 1000 jobs in one sector, it stands to reason that that

member repeat the question? school will get the opportunity to invest in those skills.
The SPEAKER: Perhaps the honourable member could
repeat his question. ARTSsmart

Dr McFETRIDGE: Thank you, Mr Speaker. Will the
minister give examples of new equipment or technology that TheHon. L. STEVENS (Little Para): My question is
will be available at the new super school or the new birth tadirected to the Minister for Education and Children’s
year 7 schools that is not currently offered in existing R-12Services. How is the ARTSsmart initiative progressing in our

schools? schools?
TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: Thank you, sir. | thank TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Educa-

the member for Morphett for— tion and Children’s Services): | know the honourable
Members interjecting: member has a keen interest in the arts curriculum—another

The SPEAKER: Order! The house will settle down. choice of subject in our schools—and the ARTSsmart

TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: I amreally delighted initiative is one which supports student engagement and
to have the opportunity to extend my comments again abowchievement in the arts. ARTSsmart is a first in that it brings
the advantage of our new strategy for building the infrastrucabout a collaboration between education and the arts. The
ture that our schools operate within. It is quite clear that manynain purpose of the strategy is to build strong and effective
schools, in fact 70 per cent of them, are more than 25 yeaartnerships between schools and the arts industry and art
old. They were built in another era. They were also builtpractitioners, including performers, visual artists and
when there were smaller children—and that might sounédministrators.
counter-intuitive, but children were smaller in the old days | am very pleased to advise the house that in Melbourne
than they are now. They take up more room physically. Thepn Tuesday 5 September Kaurna Plains School—an Abo-
also have more equipment. One of the challenges of mondginal reception to year 12 school and an ARTSsmart
equipment and more computers particularly is that you needentre—was announced the overall Australian regional
more footprint and ground area in order to look after thosevinner in the annual Kid Witness News ‘New Vision’
children. In addition, the burden of the IT activity puts an Awards video contest. Kaurna Plains School also won an
extraordinary pressure on our airconditioning systems, so thewvard for best South Australian school entry and one of five
physical nature of the building must change completely. national spotlight awards, before finally being awarded the

It is quite clear that, if a school which was built in 1965 overall Australian regional winner. The Kid Witness News
for 1 000 children is now occupied by 150 children, theiris a hands-on video education program that gives students the
options and their choices will be limited by the structures thabpportunity to research, write, act, produce, direct and edit
were there at the time, together with the relatively littlea variety of videos which bring to life their school subjects
investment that those opposite put in during the interveningnd their everyday experiences. Schools then make a five
periods. Now it is quite clear that the opportunity, thanks tominute video for the annual Kid Witness News ‘New Vision’
our massive education works of $265 million capital—  Awards video contest.

Ms CHAPMAN: Mr Speaker, | rise on a point of order. Some of the South Australian schools that entered the
The minister was asked to give an example of new equipmemirogram included Parafield Gardens Primary School—
and technology, not an opportunity to revamp her strategiesnother ARTSsmart school—Noarlunga Downs Primary

which is what she is doing. School, Pooraka Primary School, Christies Beach High
The SPEAKER: Order! No, there is no point of order. School and Warriappendi School. Each school taking partin
The minister is answering the question. the project is given around $3 000 worth of film equipment,

TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: | know members including a video camera, microphone monitor, video editing
opposite cannot bear the thought of our investing in publicsoftware and DVD resources to help them make their films.
education; it genuinely offends their sensibilities. But theThe program is supported by Panasonic, and the awards were
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hosted and presented by Antonia Kidman and Nickelodeon®by just a little bit. She missed by this much.” She goes on,
Sarvo boys Dave and James. Each award comes with a glasBhe continued neglect of our prisons not only places prison-
engraved trophy, along with cash and equipment prizes fagrs'—
the school. Mr PEDERICK: Point of order, Mr Speaker.

Kaurna Plains School is now invited to attend the Asian The SPEAK ER: The member for Hammond.
awards to be held in Malaysia in December. Panasonic will Mr PEDERICK : The Attorney-General is going off on
fund two students and a teacher from Kaurna Plains Schoal diatribe. It has nothing to do with the question.
to attend those awards. The students, as you can imagine, areThe SPEAK ER: | hope the quote is going somewhere.
absolutely thrilled by their experience, and are not only TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Yes, it is going somewhere,
receiving a national recognition for their work in the presencesjr. She says:

of students from around Australia, but also by the opportunity The continued neglect of our prisons. places prisoners at risk.

at this stage to have flown to Melbourne. . i )
She goes on to mention overcrowding, and overcrowding

Kaurna Plains School's win is just one example of the>'™ . S .
potential for success through the ARTSsmart strategy and thgd@in, and hanging points in cells needing to be removed.

government's commitment to making arts an integral\NeII,lcannotthink of a better way of removing them than

component of the education curriculum, because we knoWUilding a whole new prison.

that this is also part of our state strategic plans initiative and Mr Williamsinterjecting:

we are, after all, an arts state. TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Oh dear! | am so wounded.
The member for MacKillop has accused me of door-knock-
PRISONS, MURRAY BRIDGE ing. | can teach him how to do it. For the first time, do a bit.

Members interjecting:
Mr PEDERICK (Hammond): My question is to the The SPEAKER: Order!

Attorney-General. Why did the government fail to advise the  The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: After the Hon. Angus
mayor and the Rural City of Murray Bridge council that the Redford, the previous spokesman for the Liberal Party—
new prison would be located at Murray Bridge before the TheHon. M.D. Rann: An adviser to the Queensland
announcement was made? At a meeting with council in Jungiperals.
2006, attended by correctional services CEO Peter Severin, TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | think he was advising Mr
and the Director of Prison Infrastructure John Case, M[:|egg, was he not, in the Queensland election?
Severin informed council that there were no plans for any sitt The Hon. M.D. Rann: He was the brains behind Flegg.
in South Australia at that time. At the same meeting, Mr Members interjecting:
Severin said he would engage council if, and when, Murray - \s cHAPMAN: Point of order, Mr Speaker.

Bridge became an option for the new location. He further 1o SPEAKER: Yes. | take the point of order. The
advised that thorough community consultation and engagexiiomey will get to the qhestion.

ment would occur prior to any decision. TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Mr S P
i .M.J. : peaker, the District
.”Tbhe Hon. IMdJ AEKLN(?ON (Attorney-General): All Council, | think of Yorke Peninsula was it, or Northern Yorke
wi ;ng"e? ed in the ) udget. Peninsula, was lobbying the government as hard as it could
Members interjecting: to get a prison. | think any district council in this state, any

The SPEAKER: Order! ; :
. . rural city, would love a prison.
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Butitis true, there has been Members interjecting:

speculation. Indeed, just the day before yesterday the TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Look. sir. | don't know
opposition spokesman on prisons, Michelle Lensink, issueglhat is in thé b.udget but | awéit it wit’h inierest
a news release saying— '

Ms Chapman: The honourable.
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: The honourable Michelle VIETNAM VETERANSMEMORIAL

Lensink—thank you, member for Bragg—issued a news  nr RAU (Enfield): My question is also to the Attorney,
release saying, ‘Prisons will again be overlooked.” In thisiy his capacity as the Minister for Multicultural Affairs. Can

news release— the minister explain to the house the aims and objectives of
Membersinterjecting: the Vietnam Veterans Memorial? What involvement has the
The SPEAKER: Order! _ _ state government had in this project?
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: In this news release—this  TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON (Minister for Multicultural
woman is clairvoyant—she says: Affairs): The Vietham Veterans Memorial is a long-overdue

Prison infrastructure. . likely to be the big losers in Thursday’s project and it will have benefits for every South Australian,
E’é"’r‘]tseinﬁg?gttb ac’;‘;do"" Correctional Services Minister Michellegt particularly those veterans of the state who, at the call of

Ms Lensink said she expected history to be repeated in this year§'€ féderal government, sprang to arms to serve our nation in
Budget with spending on prisons . to be oerlooked again in  our most controversial conflict. The memorial is an
favour of projects such as funding big screens at AAMI stadium. endeavour of the Returned and Services League, the Vietna-
And she goes on: mese Veterans Association, the Vietnam Veterans Associa-

‘It has been over two years of promises of upgrades to thdion and the Vietnam Veterans Federation. It will see the
women’s prison and major restructure of the state’s prison systed@rgest war memorial constructed in this state since the
and still the community has yet to see any confirmation of capitaSecond World War. It will be erected on the grass verge on

works projects except for the completion of Mobilong;’ the northern side of Torrens Parade Ground adjacent Victoria
TheHon. P.F. Conlon: In the immortal words of Drive. This will be the only memorial of significance in this
Maxwell Smart, ‘Missed by this much?’ state that exclusively remembers the South Australian

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Yes. As the Minister for veterans of the Vietnam War, especially those who lost their
Transport says, in the words of Maxwell Smart, ‘She missedives.
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Mr Speaker, | have just returned from a parliamentary touAdelaide City Council did likewise—in fact, the organising
of Vietnam, and | visited Saigon; Hanoi; Ha Long Bay; committee tells me that the positive response made by the
Quang Tri; Hue and Da Nang (in the Central Highlands); Hoipeople of this state was gratifying.

An; Tay Ninh (to visit the Cao Dai Temple); Vung Tau; and  gaqly, | am advised that the response received from the
Nui Dat (where the Australians were based); and then Weyera| government was quite different. The first approach for
went to the Mekong Delta to Can Tho and then up th& nging was made before the last federal election and the

Mekong River to the Cgmbodian border to Chau Doc. il oral response was negative. The organising committee
Membersmtenes:tmg. | was told that no support would be forthcoming because to
The SPEAKER: Order! support such a cause would offend the government of the

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | travelled with the gqciglist Republic of Vietnam. Well, make no mistake about
members for Norwood and Morialta. | don’t know whether 4t government—it is, in its essentials, a monarchy with an

that picks up the interjection of the member for West Torrensaristocracy. It has a communist party of about 2 million

_and | also took time to visit battle sites and oth_er sites 0 eople out of a country of 80 million, and those 2 million
interest to every veteran, and | now feel | am in a betteheqple monopolise civic life to the exclusion of the other

position _than most to spgak about.the impact of this conflict.g million—they monopolise the wealth, the education, and
and the importance of this memorial. the AusAID scholarships.

I can clearly understand what drove the South Vietnamese, o , .

as they were then, to pursue a rule-of-law, pluralistic state MTrSREDMOND: | rise on a point of order. | think that

with such vigour and courage, and | understand the terriblE?Me generations ago the question was about the memorial

price they paid. | also came to understand the pressures tt the Torrens Parade Ground. It seems to have strayed

were placed upon our Australian servicemen—the unrelenting®™ewhat from—

criticism of parts of our community levelled against menand Members interjecting:

women who were only doing the job their government e SpEAKER: Order! There is no point of order; the

cjem_anded of them and the difficulties of, in many caseSminister is answering the question.

fighting an unseen enemy. | know our soldiers did a magnifi- .

cent job and acquitted themselves in the same way as their 1€ Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: | wonder what the next of

ANZAC forebears. They are highly regarded by those thej"” of those who lost their I|v_es feel apout the federal

sought to defend and especially highly regarded by those th vernments treatment of this memorial. The federal
overnment has finally come to the party, and | understand

fought against.
ugh' agal that they have belatedly agreed to provide funding for the

This splendid memorial will have another dimension. In*" ' - -
another way it recognises the contribution made by th@roject—such a pity that veterans were left feeling that

Vietnamese community to this state. Many of them suffere@etting the funding was sc.)me.thlng .l'ke puIIlng_teeth. The true
lengthy periods of brutal incarceration in re-education campg1easure of any contribution like this must be its spontaneity;
when the war was lost. They then risked their lives, and ifionors should nothave to be dragged kicking and screaming
many cases those of their young families, to travel td© Some form of compromise.
Australia in leaky boats. We think of people such as the The Vietham Veterans Memorial will be dedicated on
Chairman of the South Australian Multicultural and Ethnic 15 October 2006. It still needs further funding, and the Rann
Affairs Commission, Mr Hieu Van Le; we think of Council- government will provide it—no questions asked. You simply
lor Tung Ngo of the Port Adelaide Enfield council, who wascannot put a price on what our young soldiers did, and what
only 11 years old when he left on a boat. they continue to do. | am told that if the flag of the former
Some of these refugees fought in the army of the Republi®epublic of Vietnam is flown at the dedication ceremony
of Vietham (ARVN) alongside our soldiers. Those ARVN (and | am advised that it will be) then the executive of the
veterans who remained in Vietnam | can tell you are discrimifederal Liberal government will boycott the event; they will
nated against by the Socialist Republic of Vietham. Theinot attend. Apparently it is something about flag protocol, or
children are denied entry to university, they are excludednaybe there is more money to be made by appeasing a
from nearly all occupations and work the bicycle-propelledcommunist dictatorship. What sort of message does that send
cyclos in which tourists are transported around the cities ofo all our veterans?

Vietnam. i _ _ The federal Liberal government is yet again running
Many Viethamese have made this state their home, and:ared and bowing to the dictates of a foreign dictatorship.

is good to have them in our midst. The memorial rememberg, the case of Vietham veterans, many say that they were
those South Australlans who gave their lives and those WhBetrayed by the federal government then, and they are being
served, and it acknowledges the bonds of warmth anferayed again. The issues of discrimination that they fought
friendship that still exist between Australian and Viethamesg, hard to overcome have. thanks to the federal government

servicemen. simply arisen again.
Members interjecting: Py d
The SPEAKER: Order! PRISONS,
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Mr Speaker, | am a little MURRAY BRIDGE

surprised at being accused of avoiding service in the Vietnam L. )
War since | was only 12 years old when Australian troops, M PEDERICK (Hammond): My question is again to
were withdrawn. the Attorney-General. What input and contribution to this
| am pleased to say that in complete contrast to the feder&¥1SON faC|I|ty expansion will be reqw_red of the Rural City
Liberal government, the Rann government has been proacti® Murray Bridge, and has the council been advised of any
in supporting the project. We were approached by th&€duirements in any discussions?
organising committee soon after it was formed and immedi- TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): | am
ately gave our moral and financial support. | know that theafraid you will just have to wait for the budget.



Thursday 21 September 2006 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 943

PASSPORT TO SAFETY TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Its trajectory will become
apparent, sir. The Liberal opposition used to criticise us for
Mr BIGNELL (Mawson): Can the Minister for Industrial not imprisoning enough people. | notice that the day before
Relations update the house on the progress of the Passporttesterday the new spokesperson, the Hon. Michelle Lensink,
Safety pilot project? criticised us for increasing the prison population by 14 per
TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Industrial  cent. Obviously, a bit of reconciliation needs to be done in the
Relations): | thank the member for Mawson for his question. opposition party room.
Passport to Safety is an interactive web-based learning and Members interjecting:
assessment program which is being implemented in secon- The SPEAK ER: Order!
dary schools to increase workplace health and safety— The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: Yes; this government has

An honourable member interjecting: brought in the biggest overhaul of criminal law and procedure
TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT: Yes, | am, as amatter of fact. iy the history of the state—that is what | do between door-
An honourable member interjecting: knocking—and, as a result, the crime rate is going down but,
TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT: Well, take a point of order. because of the increased number of police, police crime is
The program aims to increase workplace health and safegyoing up because there is more enforcement.
awareness amongst students in years 10 to 12. On successfuly; s cHAPMAN: | rise on a point of order, Mr Speaker.
completion, students receive a certificate of achievement tha},q issue of crime rate has nothing to do with the question

they are encouraged to include with their resume whegg regional infrastructure required for this proposed develop-
applying for jobs. Passport to Safety is an important initiativey, ey

because research shows that, when compared with the The SPEAKER: | am hoping the Attorney is about to

average worker, young people are almost 1% times mor . . . :
likely to be injured at work. Figures have also shown thatgemonstrate what it has to do with regional infrastructure.

more than 70 per cent of work injuries to young people TheHon.M.J. ATKINSON: Mr Speaker, the Liberal
happen in the first year of their employment. opposition has argued that we need more prisons in South
As of July this year, | have been advised that Passport thuStralia. It has been crying out for a new women's prison.
Safety has reached 4 300 students within 40 schools. Studentdn® member for Hammond is right about what is in the
work through six modules which cover such topics adoudget, it looks like Labor is doing it. Don’t complain.
employee and employer rights and responsibilities, identify-
ing and controlling hazards, workplace injuries, personal COUNTRY HEALTH BOARD
protective equipment, and emergency procedures. Students ) .
are also required to complete a three to four-hour workplace Mr PEDERICK (Hammond): Will the Minister for
orientation session, covering occupational health, safety arfdealth inform the house why the newly formed Country
welfare, equal opportunity and harassment issues, befofdealth SA board, replacing seven regional health boards, is
starting work experience or a work placement. This initiative@nly an interim board? What governance arrangements for
builds on our work already undertaken to protect young Soutgountry hospitals will replace that board in nine months’
Australians as they enter the work force. time?
TheHon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Health): The interim
PRISONS, MURRAY BRIDGE country health board is an interim country health board
because we are going through a process of discussion and
Mr PEDERICK (Hammond): Will the Attorney-General consultation with the regions about the model that will be
advise the house what plans the government has made pooduced in the future, and | think that is a perfectly reason-
upgrade existing infrastructure and services at Murray Bridgable thing to do.
to cater for the significant increase in activity resulting from
the projected tripling of the current prison capacity? The EMPLOYEE OMBUDSMAN
Chief Executive Officer of the Murraylands Regional
Development Board has raised concerns regarding the Mr HANNA (Mitchell): My question is to the Minister
adequacy of current services, including housing, transporfor Industrial Relations. Is it true that, prior to the appoint-
education, health, mental health and counselling services.ment of the current Employee Ombudsman, the position was
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): Most  not advertised and, if that is so, why was only one candidate
councils in non-metropolitan South Australia would jump atconsidered?
the chance to have a new prison in their area. The former TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Industrial
Liberal spokesman on prisons of blessed memory—that wagglations): | thank the member for his question. | would
the Hon. Angus Redford—used to criticise the governmenfeed to check in regard to the advertising. | do not think that
because the imprisonment rate had not gone up enough. Whathe normal procedure, but let me check in regard to that.

was the swing against him in Bright? The procedure that | am familiar with is in regard to the
Members interjecting: consultation. As the member would be aware, that is a
The SPEAKER: Order! requirement in the legislation. | consulted with the committee,

MsCHAPMAN: On a point of order: the imprisonment made up of a member from this house (the shadow minister),
rate has nothing to do with the regional service requirements member from the Legislative Council (Hon. Bernard
referred to in the question asked. Finnigan), the Commissioner for Public Employment,

Members interjecting: Business SA and also SA Unions. | think | have all the people

The SPEAKER: Order! | am listening to where the covered. The government went forward with a short list of

Attorney’s answer is going. It needs to go to the substance ¢fne person because that was all—
the question. Members interjecting:
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TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT: We clearly had made up our community. We have incorporated a lot of interests, but we
mind as to whom we thought the best person for that positiosannot incorporate them all. However, | can say that the

was. process is not assisted by the hypocrisy of the member for
Waite.
Mr HANNA: | have a supplementary question. In relation
to the consultation, did the minister discuss the proposed MAJOR EVENTS

appointment of Stephen Brennan as Employee Ombudsman
with Don Farrell of the Shop, Distributive and Allied MsSIMMONS (Morialta): Will the Minister for

Employees Union? Consumer Affairs inform the house what has been the
TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT: No, I do not believe so, and response to date from those involved in organising major
I do not believe | discussed— sporting events and entertainment functions to ensure that all
Membersinterjecting: ordinary South Australians get fair access?
The SPEAKER: Order! TheHon. JM. RANKINE (Minister for Consumer

TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT: —the appointment of the agfairs): This issue has received some attention in the media
Employee Ombudsman with anyone except in cabinekacently, particularly in relation to the forthcoming Ashes
Obviously, | spoke to my cabinet colleagues before lseries and some of the high-profile concerts that are sched-
triggered the requirements under the legislation with regargjeq for the coming months. My concern in relation to this
to that committee. That is a requirement of the legislation. Agssye is about ensuring that ordinary South Australians gain
| say, to the best of my memory, | did not discusSaccess in a fair and equitable way to the purchase of tickets
Mr Brennan—or anyone else, for that matter—except withg these major events. Too often, it would seem, when one of
cabinet. these really popular events is being held people are often

unable to purchase tickets from authorised sellers. No sooner
BAKEWELL BRIDGE are they available for sale but they are all gone.

Mr HANNA (Mitchell): Will the Minister for Transport That is when the scalpers take advantage of the situation
listen to the requests of the Thebarton Residents Associatig!d 0n-sell them at sometimes quite huge profits. In Victoria,
and ensure that the Bakewell Bridge carriageway is extende?ftempts have been made to tackle this through the Sports
to allow pedestrian traffic on the northern side? Event Ticketing (Fair Access) Act. | am informed that, since

TheHon. PF. CONLON (Minister for Transport): We IS introduction, this legislation has resulted in only two
have been listening to people about the Bakewell Bridgdvestigations and no successful prosecutions in four years.
project for some considerable time and have made sonld'@ve been advised that councils in South Australia have the

changes as a result of that. In fact, we made changes thpWer to make by-laws to prohibit unauthorised people
increased the cost of the project. We made changes— selling tickets around particular venues. | understand that this

Ms Chapman interjecting: is the situation that applies around Football Park.

The Hon. PF. CONLON: She cannot help herself, can  The problem, however, just simply moves the boundary
she? You know what we will do? We will run a pool for a Of the banned area. The problem, as | see it, is that these
charity whereby we collect money when she does not talk afttempts are tackling the problem at the wrong end of the
through question time. And if she can keep quiet— process. The whole point of any action in regard to this issue

MsCHAPMAN: | rise on a point of order, Mr Speaker. Must be about ensuring that ordinary people are not excluded

The SPEAKER: Order! There is a point of order. No, the from these popular events because some profiteer has

The Hon. PF. CONLON: Sorry, sir. | think she was representatives of the South_ Australian Cricket Assocjation
saying that | was off the subject, but perhaps if the deput nd the South Australian National Football League to dlscgss
leader did not interject for a moment | would not get off the his matter. | am pleased to be able to say that both organisa-
subject. It is only her incessant banal interjecting that dragions were keen to pursue a workable solution to this
me off the subject. problem.

TheHon. J.D. Hill: Inane! Both organisations are aware of the fact that scalpers are

TheHon. PF. CONLON: Yes, inane—banal inanities; on-selling their tickets to the detriment of ordinary people
inane banalities! We have made a number of changes to thho Wwish to attend their games. | have also scheduled
project to address some of the concerns. We have ndéfeetings with other promoters and with representatives of the
addressed all of them, and | can tell the member for Mitchelvarious ticketing agencies, and | am keen to work with them
that we will not be addressing all of them. We have maddo develop workable solutions. If legislation is the solution,
changes over the period of time of consideration of thd am happy to look at it, but | will not be bringing legislation
project. Those changes cost extra money. | must say that wég0 this house simply as a feel-good exercise that achieves
a criticism made by the member for Waite, that the projecﬂothil’lg but a headline. What | want is a solution that will
had, in his terms, ‘blown out' because we had listened tdave a real impact, and | am delighted with the positive
people and changed it. response | have received to date from organisers and

Then, you know, hypocrisy being the absolute key note oPromoters.
this opposition, he was down there last week saying that he Inthe meantime, my message to football fans, cricket fans
would support the changes that people want—not last weeland concert goers is to be very wary. Many organisations are
a few weeks ago. He was telling the public meeting that hetating publicly that they will not honour tickets which they
would support the changes that people wanted, and that liave been able to identify as being bought from scalpers. You
would not complain about the cost increase if it had tomight have your ticket, but you just might not get in the door.
increase; and, if they believe that, well, he should sell thenThe biggest deterrent to these scalpers is to leave them with
the bridge. We have made a number of changes for tha fist full of tickets and empty pockets.



Thursday 21 September 2006 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 945

PRISONS, YATALA the provisions of the Native Vegetation Act when they clear
native vegetation as a part of their activities in extinguishing
MsCHAPMAN (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): bushfires? | do not think that the Premier needs a briefing
My question is to the Attorney-General. Did the governmenfrom the minister because | point out to the minister that at
consult with the Public Service Association in relation to thethe time of the—
change of work force arising out of the closure of Yatala and, Membersinterjecting:

if so, when? TheHon. G.M. GUNN: You are really putting me off
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): All and | am shy.
will be revealed in the budget. Membersinterjecting:
The SPEAKER: Order!
ADOPTIONS, OVERSEAS TheHon. G.M. GUNN: You are really spoiling my day.

MsCHAPMAN (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): Members interjecting:

My question is to the Minister for Families and Communities. The SPEAKER: Order! S

Is the minister aware that the South Australian governments 1 "€ Hon. M.J. Atkinson: Gunnie, give us the answer.
agent for overseas adoption in India has been under scrutiny 1 he SPEAKER: Order! The member for Stuart.

for alleged child trafficking for nearly 12 months and has = TheHon. G.M. GUNN: At the time of the bushfire at
finally been shut down in June this year; and why did hisgVilmington it was necessary for council personnel to use
department continue to promote this agency on the go\,e”graders.and bulldozers to remove native vegetation, and the
ment's web site? In April 2005, the government took overPerson in charge was most concerned that he would be in
responsibility for overseas adoptions from the private sectofrouble with officers from the Native Vegetation Council.
Preet Mandir, the Indian adoption agency with which the SATherefore, | seek the assurance of the Premier.

government has an agreement, has been under public scrutiny The Hon. M.D. RANN (Premier): I am happy to get a

for stealing and selling babies since October 2005, and igore detailed report on this matter, but, of course, this is an
black-listed by several adoption agencies in Sweden and tH&sue in which | have a deep personal interest as a member of
United States. Subsequently, an undercover CNN televisioiie Salisbury Country Fire Service, along with the member
crew posing as prospective parents seeking an overseas cHitd Wright. | have been there on the front line; and we know
exposed the agency for alleged child trafficking. The Indiarhow important it is. When it comes to protecting lives and

government has now shutdown the agency after they ran tHeople’s property, then that is paramount. In fact, the
story ‘The Baby Snatchers’ on 22 June 2006. honourable member should be well aware of the nature and

TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL (Minister for Families ~ €xtent of the deliberations at the bushfire summit in 2003,
and Communities): | must say that | am very pleased to be which examined_ this very question. | knpv_v the Minist_er for
able to inform the house that one of the motivating factors fofhfrastructure will be aware of the decisions made in the
our insourcing the adoption arrangements was our grav®llow-up to the fires on the West Coast. Of course, it is
concern about the relationships that the non-governmerifnperative that safety of people and property is placed first;
organisation which formerly was running this organisationdlways is and always should be. In order to satisfy my friend
was building with organisations, in particular in India. In fact, the honourable member | will get a much more detailed
the first thing that those who were opposing the insourcingePort. As someone on the frontline, | want to ensure | have
said was that it would jeopardise the relationship withthe clarification, as well.
organisations such as Preet Mandir. By taking these actions
and insisting on quality, we did not build relationships with
organisations that had questionable practices. There were
lively concerns about the role that some of these organisa-
tions were playing in procuring children in these countries for
adoption in overseas arrangements. That was the motivating BUDGET PAPERS

factor for our insourcing these arrangements, and for the )
opposition to trot out the inevitable calamity that has occurre The Hc_)n. K.O.FOLEY (TreaSlJrer). Iay on the table
e following budget papers:

Loegrf]s-tsoef g;%ac\)ryrsg;ons and point the finger at is us is th Budget Overview (Delivering results for South Australia)
Members interjecting: 2006-07—Budget Paper 1
The SPEAKER: Order! Budget Speech 2006-07—Budget Paper 2
Budget Statement 2006-07—Budget Paper 3
COUNTRY FIRE SERVICE Portfolio Statements 2006-07, Volumes 1, 2 and 3—
Budget Paper 4
TheHon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): | direct my question to Capital Investment Statement 2006-07—Budget Paper 5;

the Premier. Regional Statement 2006-07—Budget Paper 6.
TheHon. M .J. Atkinson: Why can’t we have another | move:
prison? That the Portfolio Statements, Capital Investment Statement and

TheHon. G.M. GUNN: | have two prisons; it is the Budget Statement be published.
biggest employer in my electorate. You want to get up a bit  njotion carried.
earlier now, Mike. However, on another important issue—
The Hon. P.F. Conlon: Strangling corellas. APPROPRIATION BILL
The Hon. G.M. GUNN: | have the right mixture; | have
a new one. Will the Premier give an assurance that Country TheHon. K.O. FOLEY (Treasurer) obtained leave and
Fire Service personnel and volunteers will be protected fronmtroduced a bill for an act for the appropriation of money
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from the Consolidated Account for the financial year ended It will see a shift in support to our frontline services that
30 June 2007, and for other purposes. Read a first time. are of greatest need to the community—health, education and
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: | move: law and order.
That this bill be now read a second time. The South Australian economy remains strong.
This is evidenced by continued strong growth in housing
nstruction and business investment.
KPMG'’s 2006 survey of 95 overseas and four Australian
cities rated Adelaide in the top three most cost-competitive
cities in the world in which to conduct business.

Mr Speaker, today’s Budget lays the foundation for Soutfh o
Australia’s future.

The Budget builds on the economic stability and socialCiti
wealth enjoyed in our State, and it provides capacity fo
future growth. Adelaide outperformed Brisbane, Melbourne and Sydney.

This Budget will keep South Australia moving forward. Business investment in new assets grew by 4 per cent in
It is a Budget that strengthens the Rann Labohq, termsin 2005-06.

Government's: _ _ Growth in the mining industry continues to move from

- commitment to strong financial management; strength to strength.
commitment to strengthening law and order; Access Economics reported in its June quarter Investment
commitment to building better schools; Monitor that the value of projects “committed” or “under
commitment to providing a better public health system;construction” in South Australia increased by 9.3 per centin
and the June quarter of 2006.
commitment to addressing the shortage and retention of The outlook for South Australia is also good over the
skills in South Australia. medium term with the $6 billion Air Warfare Destroyer
These commitments provide the basis for better communieontract; in excess of $5 billion for the proposed BHP

ties, a more vibrant state and a strong economy. Billiton Olympic Dam expansion; and the $775 million

And Mr Speaker, this Budget delivers on the biggestnvestmentin the Prominent Hill mine.
commitment of all—every single election promise made by Employment growth has again been a significant achieve-
the Rann Labor Government during the 2006 electiorment, growing at 1.7 per cent in 2005-06.
campaign has been delivered. South Australia’s unemployment rate averaged 5 per cent
The Budget—the fifth for the Rann Labor Government—in 2005-06; down from 5.5 per cent in 2004-05. In August
is again based on good economic and financial managemethis year it was 4.8 per cent.
Continued sound practices have maintained the State’s South Australia’s unemployment rate in 2005-06 was
internationally enviable Triple-A credit rating. below the national average. This has not been achieved for
Again, we are delivering a Budget that is in surplus. ~ more than three deca}des. . .
The Rann Labor Government has delivered four Budgets The South Australian Strategic Plan target of having the

in its first term in surplus. unemployment rate equal to or better than the Australian
This Budget outlines surpluses across the forward est@verage has been achieved. ,
mates. Mr Speaker, South Australia’s population grew by almost

The Budget will deliver a net operating surplus of: 10 000 pgeople in 2005. That is the highest level of population

$91 million in 2006-07: growth since the early 1990s.

$162 million in 2007_0é_ Adelaide is increasingly a place for migrants to call home.

$188 million in 2008 ng d Net overseas migration grew by 57 per cent in 2005, adding
MItion In £4.6-49, an 7755 South Australians.

$208 million in 2009-10.

) . ) Last year we announced unprecedented tax cuts for fami-
The Budget also has modest net lending deficits, reflectingag and business.

the Government's ongoing commitment to capital investment. The Government is delivering on its previous commit-
However, in line with good financial management, thements to reduce personal and business taxes.

ratio of net financial liabilities to revenue will continue to  oyer the next five years a further $296 million of taxes

decline. . o . will be cut taking the total amount of tax relief since coming
This demonstrates the basis for maintaining our Triple-Anto office to over $1.57 billion by 2010-11.

credit rating. _ Continued improvement of South Australia’s health
This demonstrates good economic management and hggstem remains a priority for this Government.

enabled us to deliver every single election promise. Health system funding will exceed $3 billion in 2006-07.
In addition, it delivers some $640 million to the health  This Budget provides a substantial increase in health

sector. funding.

The Rann Labor Government will also deliver six new  $640 million will be injected into the State’s hospitals and
schools, in partnership with the private sector, as part of fealth services over the next four years.
bold $216 million, school infrastructure plan for education.  $400 million will be provided for extra health services—
This will include developing a new South Australian enough for more than 100 000 additional patient admissions
Certificate of Education to better prepare our students for thever four years.

changing workforce of the future. Increased capacity for the health system will improve
Mr Speaker, this Budget will also deliver the State’s larg-access to services in local communities.

est-ever infrastructure investment. This broader focus not only reduces pressure on the
Coupled with the Budget this year—is bold reform of thehospital system, but it will help all South Australians get

way government conducts business. faster access to the services they need.

This reform will deliver efficiencies and increased output ~ We will be establishing four GP Plus health centres in
across each Government agency. outer metropolitan areas.
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These will be in Elizabeth, Marion, Aldinga and thousands of new books for school libraries as part of the

Woodville. Premier's Reading Challenge.
These centres will provide longer operating hours and We reviewed childhood education and childcare and we
more access to services where they are needed. set up‘ one-stop’ Children’s Centres that bring together

We are also increasing the capacity of GP clinics throughehildcare, education, health, family and parenting services.
out the State by providing 50 primary health care nurses.  Today we are building on this strong foundation by inject-

Hospital resources will also be increased. This will see:ing additional funds into education under the Education

the recruitment of 49 additional medical specialists and/Vorks Strategy.

trainees, including 17 full-time positions in emergency ~ This will include $134 million towards building six new

departments; schools in partnership with the private sector.
funding for 30 medical school places and eight health and The ambitious Education Works Strategy will reshape our
medical scholarships; public schooling system for the future.

$38 million over four years for reduced elective surgery _ 1he State’s public education system has long been in need
waiting times—that translates to 16 000 elective oper®f significant reform and realignment of services.
ations; Over time the distribution of families in communities

$12.9 million over four years for reduced adult dental caré?cross South Australia has changed.
waiting times—that translates to 7000 dental patients each This Government has taken a bold step to commence the
year; realignment of the State’s public schools in order for our

redevelopment of the Port Augusta Renal Dialysis Unit:ScN00IS to be located in the areas of highest need.
$20.8 million over four years in additional hospital _Our Education Works strategy will deliver better edu-
equipment; and cation services for young South Australians and will include:

$6 million over four years to expand the Family Home construction of six new schools in Adelaide’'s metro-

Visiting Program. : ﬁw?/lé;[?tr:naerr?ta;narslghools that choose to amalgamate and

Today's Budget marks a significant milestone for public bring together childcare, preschool and schgol services
health in the north-eastern suburbs, with some $17.5 million g tog ' P

provided for the transfer of the Modbury Hospital back to yégtnﬁeﬂtn g]!zbgﬂfgégpmillﬁgﬁ“on for families—an in-
public management. .

Mental health is also a focus of this Budget, with the For South Australia’s education system to make progress-

- " ive steps forward, bold reform is needed.
recruitment of 30 additional mental health workers to work Under our plan, some schools will decide to close, some
with GPs across the State, and $i10'2 million over the ne)gchools will decide to combine, and others will be reshaped.
four years for the Healthy Young Minds Program—a program

that provides additional child and adolescent mental healtghiréls(;?a:ﬁ gr fg:ﬁiligrs]?;\r;l%e(?or\r/\vrl::ugiltriggtl)énz?/(/]: UEiIItheosri
services. ’ ,

Th intiati learly d trate the G t,with them to ensure the best outcome.
ese initiatives clearly demonstrate thé SOVernments — rpa4jq why we are making a commitment to start discus-

ﬁorr}tmhltmetnt to flmprovmgt';]he gtt?]te’s health _tand mentakjons immediately with the 17 schools and preschools that
ealth systems for our youth and the communtty. will be impacted by the construction of new schools.
Itis also important that we expand opportunities for those 11,4 changes to our school system will be driven by
who are'dlsadvarjtaged In soplety. . . community need. We will work with the community to make
That is why this Budget will provide $20.7 million over §ecisions and move forward for our children.
four years for additional in home support services and \e can no longer afford to do the same as consecutive
community-based accommodation for people with disabili gyernments have done for the past three decades and patch
ties. o o up outdated and, in some cases, surplus school buildings.
We are also providing $4.2 million over the next four  The initial program will start with the overhaul of the
years for increased assistance to people with Autism Speegyate’s ageing school buildings.
trum Disorder, and their families. The program will deliver to children in Government

Additional assistance will be provided to people whoschools wide curriculum choices, modern buildings and high-
qualify under the South Australian Transport Subsidyqguality equipment.

Scheme, with funding for an additional 40 vouchers a year pr Speaker, today we are also injecting a further
and an increase in the maximum fare subsidised from $30 tg?e million in new Spending to deliver our election com-
$40. mitments and education initiatives.

South Australia’s health system will continue to strength- Today’s Budget has committed to spend record levels per
en under a Rann Labor Government. student.

In the past four years, the Labor Government has spent To deliver these education commitments, we need better
more than $7 billion on our public education system. quality facilities and we need to rethink the way we offer

We have introduced significant reform in our schools—education in this State—particularly in senior years.
from more teachers and smaller class sizes in the first years Mr Speaker, today's Budget makes a commitment to
of school, to school retention programs for high schooldeliver a comprehensive education system that offers young
students. people choice and excellence.

A $450 million investment has helped improve the look  Today’s Budget will also include the following funds over
and standard of school buildings and included our $25 milliorthe next four years:
School Pride program—the biggest single cash injection inte  $54.5 million to implement a new South Australian
school maintenance in a decade. Certificate of Education;

We invested in more counsellors for primary schools,, $32.1 million to employ 100 more teachers and reduce
mentors, a $35 million literacy improvement strategy and Year 3 class sizes. This builds
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on previous teacher additions that saw reduced class sizes The precinct will include:

from Reception to Year 2;
$24.8 million to establish ten high-tech Trade Schools to
meet the skills needs of the State;
$23.3 million towards the construction and operation of
ten more Children’s Centres, bringing the total to 20;

anew 760 bed—men’s prison—increasing capacity from
the over crowded Yatala prison by 419 beds; and

a new 150 bed—women’s prison—increasing capacity by
58 beds.

In addition, new detention facilities will also be provided for:

$16 million for increased resources to support the needs a new 90 bed juvenile detention centre at Cavan as a

of students in non-government schools;
$2.5 million to extend the school retention action plan to-
the end of 2007;

single modern facility and;
a new 80 bed pre-release centre, also at Cavan.
This model will provide the capacity to serve our prison

$1.55 million to mandate healthy food in school canteensneeds well into the future—at a more efficient cost.

$1.7 million for a new Premier's Be Active Physical

As a result, the Yatala Labour Prison and the Adelaide

Education Challenge, encouraging children to be mor&/omen’s Prison will be closed. Also removed from the

active; and
$1 million to purchase more books for schools.

Northfield site will be the pre-release entre and that land will
be available for further development, which I will touch on

Mr Speaker, trades and apprenticeships have also beshortly.

given a boost in the Budget.

The new facilities will be built under a Public Private

In addition to the ten new trade schools, this Budget willPartnership arrangement.

dellver
2600 additional apprenticeships;

This will see the private sector own, finance, design, build

and maintain the infrastructure that will be operated by the

$16.8 million over four years for additional resourcing of State Government, through the Department for Correctional

the Vocational Education and Training system;
ongoing support for Education Adelaide;

Services, over a 25-year period.

Importantly, Mr Speaker, custodial services will be re-

$8.3 million over the next four years as support totained and delivered by the State.
establish and operate a Mineral Resources and Heavy The new prisons will free up the Northfield site for signifi-

Engineering Skills Centre; and

cant housing development. The heritage values of the site will

$3 million over three years to establish a Softwarebe retained in future development.

Engineering Institute as part of Carnegie Mellon

The Magill Youth Detention centre will also be closed and

University, which was brought to South Australia by thethe site vacated and made available for future developments.

Premier, Mike Rann and foreign minister Alexander

Law and order will also be boosted by the delivery of

Downer, strongly supported by Prime Minister John$2.7 million over the next four years for four more pros-
Howard, and criticised by the Leader of the Opposition.ecutors for South Australia’s Office of the Director of Public
Mr Speaker, the Government’s commitment to law and ordeProsecutions.

is paying dividends.

In addition, the State’s Courts Administration Authority

Offences are down, convictions are up, sentences amgill receive an extra $5.8 million over four years to meet

longer.
Today’s Budget will deliver more.

increased costs in the South Australian court system.

This Budget delivers a significant range of other commit-

We will be putting an additional 400 police officers into ments in the justice area, including:

the community over the next four years at a cost of
$109.5 million.

This Labor Government built South Australia’s pollce
force to record numbers in our first term.

We have also committed to undertake a significant recruit-
ing drive to give us an even larger police force in four-
years—of 4401 officers. Remember back to 1997, the mid
point of the Liberal government, when numbers were
approximately 3 400. There will be 1 000 more police under
Labor.

This is an increase of 640 police officers, or 17 per cent
since 30 June 2002.

South Australia will continue to have a strong hold on its-

title as the State with the greatest number of police per capita.

Local services will also be enhanced through the provision
of three additional police shopfronts—at Hallett Cove,
Campbelltown and Munno Para.

With an increased saturation of police officers and the

$4.6 million over four years for enhanced DNA testing
services;

ongoing funding for the Paedophile Task Force;

the establishment of the new position of Commissioner for
Victims’ Rights;

on going funding for the sexual and violent offender
treatment program in jails—more than $1.7 million a year
from 2007-08;

$1 million over four years for an offender graffiti-removal
and community work program;

provision of an additional ten beds at the Women'’s Prison;
and

$9.1 million over four years to address the increased
workload in community corrections, and for staff attrac-
tion and retention of correctional officers.

The Budget provides more than $3.7 billion over the next

four years in investment expenditure.

That is a 49 per cent increase on the level of investing

crime rate dropping, today we are building capacity to lockexpenditure provided for in the 2001-02 Budget.

away more offenders.

In addition, the Government will initiate Public Private

That's why this Budget has committed to the largest-evePartnerships for a further $134 million for schools, and
expansion and reform of the State’s prison system—mor8517 million for new prisons and the new youth detention
than $500 million worth of new facilities. centre.

A new prison precinct will be established near Murray  This investment, per capita, is higher than the projected
Bridge. capital expenditure in Victoria.

The precinct, adjacent to the existing Mobilong Prison, is  Whilst increasing our borrowing, debt will remain at
expected to be fully operational by 2011-12. manageable levels.
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The investing budget already includes a range of projects In response to growing passenger demand, we will provide

belng undertaken by this Government, including:
South Road upgrade project;
establishing the Port River Expressway;
upgrading and extending the tramline; and
major health infrastructure upgrades.

an extra $10.1 million in capacity funding over the next four
years for public transport services.

This Budget provides an extra $8 million on public

transport in 2006-07.

The State is poised for record investment in road and

Mr Speaker, today | am announcing a significant numbetransport infrastructure.

of additional projects:

In 2006-07, $85.5 million will be spent on Stages 2 and

$216 million under the Education Works strategy for3 of the Port River Expressway, while $59.4 million will be

upgrading schools;
$145 million for the redevelopment of Flinders Medical
Centre;

spent on South Road projects.

The Rann Government is committed to delivering the

South Road-Anzac Highway underpass. Pre-construction

$50 million over two years, from 2008-09, to continue thework and land acquisition will continue on the underpasses

public transport bus fleet replacement program;
$35 million for GP Plus health centres;

$24.8 million for ten Trade Schools;

$22.8 million for the redevelopment of the Police Acad-
emy; and
$13 million to construct an additional ten Children’s *
Centres.

As already detailed, provisions have been made for Public

Private Partnership arrangements to deliver $517 million ir
new detention facilities for the State.

This Budget also provides significant funding for the Port
Adelaide Maritime Corporation, the charter of which is not
only to deliver the Air Warfare Destroyer Project but to -
expand the maritime and defence industries in this State.

$243 million for the construction of the Common User

under Port and Grange Roads, widening between Port and
Torrens Roads and planning work for the Sturt Road
underpass.

Other road and transport investment spending in 2006-07

includes:

$14.2 million for the start of the Northern Expressway
project;

$27.6 million for the replacement of the Bakewell Bridge;
$24.2 million for the extension of the tramline to the City
West Campus of UniSA,;

$21.2 million for the replacement of public transport
buses; and

$3.1 million toward a new two-lane roundabout at the
intersection of Waterloo Corner and Heaslip Roads.
Additional funding of $7.6 million has also been allocated

Facility and the harbour dredging associated with théor key rural road projects in coming years, providing for:

project;
$67.7 million to acquire land that is key to its current and-
future operations;

$8.1 million for the construction of the Maritime Skills -
Centre; and

$6 million to support the operation of the Air Warfare -
Destroyers Systems Centre which will underpin at least
some 400 to 500 of the most highly skilled technicians and
engineers here in Adelaide, South Australia.

road sealing between Wilpena and Blinman;

widening of the Stone Hut Bridge between Stone Hut and

Wirrabara;

re-surfacing the unsealed road from Oodnadatta to
Hamilton; and

re-surfacing and sealing sections of the Oodnadatta Track
between Lyndhurst and Maree.

A strong commitment of $10.8 million over four years has

been made to increase to 50 per cent the number of South

Mr Speaker, further supporting the economic developmerustralian Government fleet cars using alternative fuels. This

of South Australia, this Budget will provide:
$9.6 million to extend the Regional Development Infra-

will see 3900 environmentally friendly vehicles by 2010.

South Australia is renowned for its strong commitment to

structure Fund to establish strategic infrastructure irihe arts and the thriving tourism sector.

regional areas;

The Budget supports a range of arts infrastructure, cultural

$2.1 million over four years to expand the operations ofand tourism events, and other events, including:

the Defence Unit in the Department of Trade and Eco-
nomic Development, chaired by a great Australian, the

$8 million for the upgrade of the world famous, highly
regarded and respected Adelaide Festival Centre;

former head of our armed forces, General Peter Cosgrove; $1.8 million for the upgrade of the Lion Arts Centre; and

$2 million over four years for the Centre for Innovation; -
$2 million over four years for projects in rural towns;
$1.5 million over three years for an Olympic Dam

$2 million over four years to stage the Adelaide Fringe
annually.
Mr Speaker, a particular joy for me, | can also say that the

Taskforce to deliver the expansion of Roxby Downs (andoudget also provides a significant financial boost for major
the committee to oversee that project is also chaired bgvents and, importantly, the Adelaide Festival of Arts.

another successful and prominent South Australian, Mr
Bruce Carter);

$1.2 million in support of science and innovation activities
through the Bragg Initiative; and

$500 000 over two years for a pilot program to encourage
and welcome new migrants in South Australia, a program

The Budget provides:

$5.8 million to support major events in South Australia,
including new events such as the Rugby Sevens, the
Oldways Food Symposium and the Adelaide Food and
Wine Summit and the Adelaide Guitar Festival.

Mr Speaker, as | move to some extremely important policy

that is proposed, sponsored and will be provided bypoints, can | say that protecting our natural environment
Business SA—further collaboration of this governmentremains a key plank in the Government’s policy platform.
working hand in hand with business to better the economy South Australia continues to lead the way on sustainability

of this state.
Today's Budget includes an ongoing commitment to sig-
nificant funding for the State’s transport system.

at the national level.

To strengthen our environmental presence in the

community, today’s Budget will include $7.2 million to place
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an additional 20 park rangers across the State over the next Staff and unions will be consulted over proposed transfers.
four years. Again, this initiative will translate in to real benefits for
This will include rangers being placed at some of theSouth Australians each year—with additional funds being
State’s most popular Conservation Parks, including Morialtavailable to deliver essential services in heath, education and
and Black Hill. community safety.
Importantly, as a commitment of this government to all  Mr Speaker, today | am presenting a Budget that addresses
that is important in our environment, this Budget alsothe State’s needs now and in to the future.
provides $5.7 million for the creation of a new River Murray | would like to place again on the public record (this is my
Forest. _ L _ fifth budget) my thanks and my appreciation of the outstand-
This is a unique conservation initiative in the River ingwork of my Ministerial colleagues, their Chief Executives
Murray, one strongly supported by the local member forand their staff. In particular I would like to thank my chief of
Chaffey. Itwill provide native habitat for threatened speciesgtaff Ben Tufnell, who has been with me for five years, and
and | can say, sir, no greater threatened species in this habitgl; personal staff for their outstanding efforts. | would also
than the Regent Parrot. This will go a long way to preservingike to place on the record that also with me for the fifth
the Regent Parrot, which is important for this state. It willpydget is the Under Treasurer Mr Jim Wright, who has served
help combat climate change by offsetting carbon emissionsghis government with distinction, as he did the last.
~ Mr Speaker a significant increase in expenditure and | would also like to thank the officers of the Department
investmentin vital frontline Government services, in health o¢ Treasury and Finance; my ministerial colleagues for their
education and law and order, requires a review of the way Wgssistance, support and encouragement; the back bench for
spend our money. . their support and appreciation; my partner Emma, for her
'_I'hat is why the Rann Government has commissioned 8upport; and for everybody else who has supported me.
review of Government expenditure. For the fifth consecutive year, this Government has dem-

The South Australian Government must take a Signiﬁ,can{)nstrated prudent and responsible financial management.
step forward and adopt a 21st Century way of doing business \y, pave delivered a Budget in surplus every year since
and bring about significant increases in efficiency across auoming to office

agencies. . .
As a result, we are developing @ shared services That approach has delivered and retained, for our State,

. . a Triple-A credit rating.
delivery model to support all Government agencies. - . . . .

It will streamline and simplify internal administrative With this Budget the tradition continues—a Budget in
services. surplus for each and every year, of the second term Rann

Labor Government.

Together with savings on Information and Communica- ker this hat has h d
tions Technology, procurement and management reforms, Mr Speaker, this is a Government that has honoured every
lection promise.

savings of $60 million each year will be returned back to the® )
community. And as a Labor Government we are proud to be meeting

The initiative will provide back-office support services the challenge of delivering more money and better services
such as ICT, human resources, records management, finantiehealth, in education and in keeping our community safe.
procurement and payroll to agencies through a consolidated Mr Speaker,
entity rather than being duplicated across every Government - We are a Government with the vision to lead our State.

department. - We are a Government prepared to reform.
It will result in a smarter, simpler, more effective and - We are a Government prepared to be bold.
robust way of doing business. - We are a Government that delivers.

The practice is used in the United States, Canada, New Mr Speaker, | commend this Budget to the House. | seek
Zealand, the United Kingdom and other parts of Australia.leave to have the explanation of the clauses inserted in
Mr Speaker, all Government agencies have been asked Kansard without my reading it.

review spending and deliver savings. Leave granted.

Savings of $695.1 million over four years will be made Explanation of Clauses
and redirected into priority areas of Government. Clause 1: Short title

Savings include: This clause is formal.

an across-Government efficiency dividend of 0.25 per cent  Clause 2: Commencement

each year compounding—that's $128.1 million over four ~ This clause provides for the Bill to operate retrospectively to 1
years: July 2006. Until the Bill is passed, expenditure is financed from
HI . .1 _appropriation authority provided by ti8ipply Act.

individual agency savings measures of $396.5 million Clause 3: Interpretation

over four years; and ) . This clause provides relevant definitions.

structural Government reform—saving $170.5 million  cjlause 4: Issue and application of money

over four years. This clause provides for the issue and application of the sums

Mr Speaker, structural reform of government includes theshown in the schedule to the Bill. Subsection (2) makes it clear that
shared services reform already mentioned. the appropriation authority provided by tBepply Act is superseded

- o y this Bill.
It alsq Includgs the proposed a}bolltlon c.’f the DepartmenP Clause 5: Application of money if functions or duties of agency
for Administrative and Information Services (commonly gre transferred
known as DAIS) and the Office of Public Employment. This clause is designed to ensure that where Parliament has
The core business functions will simply be transferred t@ppropriated funds to an agency to enable it to carry out particular
a range of other Government departments and agencies. functions or duties and those functions or duties become the
The Office of Public Emplovment. and DAIS workforce- responsibility of another agency, the funds may be used by the
- mployment, a responsible agency in accordance with Parliament's original
related functions and business units, will be transferred to thgtentions without further appropriation.

Department of the Premier and Cabinet. Clause 6: Expenditure from Hospitals Fund
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This clause provides authority for the Treasurer to issue androup of persons acquires an interest of greater than 50% in a land
apply money from the Hospitals Fund for the provision of facilities rich entity.
in public hospitals. As a means of avoiding triggering the land rich provisions, major
Clause 7: Additional appropriation under other Acts investors are no longer taking a majority interest in an indirect land
This clause makes it clear that appropriation authority providedholder but are regularly acquiring 50% of the entity which is a
by this Bill is additional to authority provided in other Acts of sufficient holding to influence the ownership of the entity in a
Parliament, except, of course, in tBapply Act. manner consistent with outright control. It is therefore proposed to
Clause 8: Overdraft limit amend the majority interest threshold to include interests of 50% as
This sets a limit of $50 million on the amount which the well as interests of greater than 50%.
Government may borrow by way of overdraft. The second measure relates to the 80% test.
An entity owning $1 million or more of South Australian land is
Ms CHAPMAN secured the adjournment of the debate currently considered to be a land rich entity if the total value of its
land holdings is 80% or more of the total value of its assets. This
threshold has been manipulated, for example by entities that
artificially increase the value of intangible assets.
In order to reduce the scope for such manipulation it is proposed
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY (Treasurer): | move: to reduce the percentage of assets required to be land assets to 60%
That standing orders be so far suspended as to enable me @the total value of the entity's underlying assets.
introduce a bill forthwith. Itis recognised that this may impact adversely on the farm sector
. . which is heavily focussed on land as its major asset. The 80% asset
Motion carried. threshold will therefore be retained for primary production entities.
The third measure brings to duty, on an aggregated basis, the
acquisition of an interest of 50% or more in a land rich entity that
results from a single contract of sale, from a series of such transac-
tions or by persons acting in concert, in order to defeat the threshold
. tests.
~ TheHon. K.O. FOLEY (Treasurer) obtained leave and The fourth measure amends the Act to confirm that the land of
introduced a bill for an act to amend the Stamp Duties Ach private entity will be taken to include anything fixed to the land,
1923. Read a first time. including anything that is or purports to be separately owned from
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: | move: the land, unless the Commissioner is satisfied that the separate
s ’ o ownership is not part of an arrangement to avoid the imposition of
That this bill be now read a second time. conveyance rates of duty.
| seek leave to have the second reading explanation inserted The fifth measure has been introduced in response to industry
in Hansard without mv reading it concern a_bqut the inflexible operation of the provisions in determin-
in Yy g ing an entity’s land assets for the purposes of the asset threshold. The
Leave granted. Commissioner of State Taxation will therefore be given discretion
This Bill seeks to amend Part 4 of ti8amp Duties Act 1923

STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION

STAMP DUTIES (LAND RICH ENTITIES)
AMENDMENT BILL

to include contractual rights or interests arising in the normal course

(‘the Act”) in order to restore the integrity of the land rich provisions Of business of an entity for the purposes of the 60% test. This
to ensure the equitable tax treatment of transactions, which iAmendment operates to the benefit of taxpayers. .
substance relate to the transfer of interests in land. The sixth and final measure provides an offset for duty paid on
Part 4 of the Act was enacted in 1990 to counter avoidancd® acquisition of units in a private unit trust scheme against any land
schemes whereby revenue was being lost as a result of the practideh duty assessment. This amendment brings the Act into line with
of artificially placing land in highly leveraged private companies oréquivalent provisions in other jurisdictions and also operates to the
private unit trusts and then transferring the shares (or units) rathdtenefit of taxpayers. . R .
than the land itself to prospective purchasers, thereby taking These changes are broadly consistent with similar provisions
advantage of financial product rates of duty, rather than higtier already operating in several other interstate jurisdictions.
valorem conveyance duty rates. These provisions are known Itis estimated that the measures contained in this Bill will result
colloguially as the land rich provisions. in the estimated revenue collection in a full year from the land rich
Without the land rich provisions, it was possible to exploit the Provisions increasing by about $4 million.
rate differential that exists between the conveyance duty charged on | commend this Bill to Honourable Members.

conveyances of land (a progressive scale up to 5.50 %) and financial
product duty charged on the transfer of shares in unlisted companies
(0.60 %) notwithstanding that the underlying control of the real
property had changed.

The proposals contained in this Bill have been developed taking
into account similar duty regimes applying in other jurisdictions to
the acquisition of indirect interests in land and to respond to issues
identified by industry in relation to the operation of the current
provisions.

Property investment practices have changed significantly since
the introduction of the land rich provisions. Sophisticated property
investors are increasingly investing in land using indirect means
rather than taking a direct holding of land. A number of investment
strategies involve the exploitation of the existing land rich provision
threshold tests, in order to take advantage of the lower financial
product rates of duty.

This Bill seeks to strengthen these anti-avoidance provisions and
is happening in conjunction with additional resources being allocated
towards identifying avoidance of stamp duty in this area. Should
additional legislative measures be identified by RevenueSA through
this work, the Government will bring further amendments to this
place to ensure equitable tax treatment occurs.

The first measure relates to what is known as the majority interest
test.

Currently, a private entity is deemed to be a land rich entity if it
owns $1 million or more of land in South Australia and the value of
its entire land holding is eighty percent or more (“the 80% test”) of
the value of all assets owned by the enthig.valorem conveyance
duty rates are then imposed on a transaction by which a person or a

EXPLANATION OF CLAUSES
Part 1—Preliminary
1—Short title
This clause is formal.
2—Commencement
This clause provides that the measure will be taken to have
come into operation on 22 September 2006.
3—Amendment provisions
This clause is formal.
Part 2—Amendment of Stamp Duties Act 1923
4—Amendment of section 91—I nterpretation
Section 91 of th&amp Duties Act 1923 provides definitions
for the purposes of Part4. This clause substitutes new
definitions of the termkand asset andlocal land asset. Those
terms are to be defined by reference to new section 91A
(inserted by clause 5).
The definition ofmajority interest, which defines the term to
mean an interest in an entity of more than 50 per cent, is
removed. In its place, a definition effgnificant interest is
inserted. A significant interest in a private entity is a propor-
tionate interest in the entity of 50 per cent or more. A private
entity (that is, a private company or a private unit trust
scheme) is @rimary production entity if the unencumbered
value of the entity’s underlying local primary production land
assets exceeds 50 per cent of the unencumbered value of its
total underlying local land assetsldcal primary production
land asset is a local land asset consisting of an interest in land
that is used for the business of primary producti@ugness
of primary production is defined in section 2 of the Act.)
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5—Insertion of section 91A

Under the definition ofland asset included in new sec-
tion 91A, a land asset is an interest in land, other than a
mortgage, lien or charge or an interest under a warrant or
writ. This definition is consistent with the existing definition.
However, under the new section, a private entity’s interest in
land will be taken to include an interest in anything fixed to
the land, including anything separately owned from the land
unless the Commissioner of State Taxation @emission-

er) is satisfied that the separate ownership is not part of an
arrangement to avoid duty. In these circumstances, the
Commissioner may determine that a private entity’s interest
in land did not include an interest in the separately owned
property.

The new section defindgcal land asset to mean a land asset
consisting of an interest in land in South Australia. This is
consistent with the current definition.

6—Amendment of section 93—Notional interest in assets

of related entity

The amendments made by this clause are consequential on
the insertion into Part 4 of the term "significant interest" in
lieu of "majority interest".

7—Amendment of section 94—L and rich entity

This clause amends the definitionlahd rich entity so that

a private entity owning South Australian land valued at $1m
or more is a land rich entity if the total value of its
landholdings is 60 per cent or more of the total value the
entity’s assets. The current threshold of 80 per cent is retained
for primary production entities.

Under section 94(2), contractual rights or interests, other than
certain specified rights or interests, are not to be taken into
account in determining the value of a private entity’s assets.
As a consequence of the second amendment made by this
clause, a contractual right or interest is to be taken into
account if the Commissioner is satisfied that it was acquired
in the course of the normal business of the entity and not as
part of an arrangement to avoid duty payable under Part 4.
8—Amendment of section 95—General principle of
liability to duty

The amendment made by this clause is consequential on the
insertion into Part 4 of the term "significant interest" in lieu

of "majority interest".

9—Insertion of sections 95A and 95B

Newsection 95A provides for the aggregation of interests in

a land rich entity acquired through associated transactions
(see below) that occur on the same day or within 3 years of
each other.

An associated transaction, in relation to an acquisition of an
interest in a land rich entity by a person or group, is an
acquisition of an interest in the entity by any person in
circumstances in which the persons are acting in concert or
in which the acquisitions form, evidence, give effect to or
arise from substantially one arrangement, transaction or series
of transactions.

Under newsection 95B, arelevant primary production entity

primary production entity. Duty is payable under Part 4 in
respect of the transaction as if the entity had not been a
primary production entity at the time at which the person or
group acquired or increased the interest in the entity.
10—Amendment of section 96—Value of notional interest
acquired asaresult of dutiabletransaction

The amendment made by this clause is consequential on the
insertion of the term "significant interest" in lieu of "majority
interest".

11—Amendment of section 97—Calculation of duty

The first amendment made by this clause is consequential on
the insertion of the term "significant interest" in lieu of
"majority interest".

This clause also amends section 97(5), which provides a duty
offset where a person or group acquires or increases a
significant interest in a land rich entity through the acquisi-
tion of financial products and pays duty on those products.
As a consequence of this amendment, a duty offset will also
be provided if a significant interest in a land rich entity is
acquired or increased through the acquisition of units in a
private unit trust scheme and duty has been paid in respect of
the acquisition.

12—Amendment of section 98—Acquisition statement

This amendment is connected to the insertion of new
section 95B (clause 9). Under new section 98(1a), a person
or group that acquires or increases an interest in an entity by
virtue of a transaction to which section 95B applies is
required to lodge a return with the Commissioner. This means
that the return is to be lodged where a person or group
acquires an interest in a primary production entity that is not
aland rich entity at the time of the acquisition, only because
the value of its landholdings falls below 80 per cent of the
total value of its assets, if the entity ceases within three years
of the acquisition to be a primary production entity.

The person or group must lodge the return within two months
following the date on which entity ceases to be a primary
production entity and must also pay the relevant amount of
duty within that period.

13—Amendment of section 102—M ultiple incidences of

duty

The amendment made by this clause is consequential on the
insertion into Part 4 of the term "significant interest" in lieu
of "majority interest".

Schedule 1—Transitional provision

1—Transitional provision

This provision makes it clear that the amendments made by
the Act apply only in relation to transactions entered into
following the commencement of the provision.

Section 98(1), which requires lodgement of a statement
within two months of the date of a dutiable transaction,
applies to transactions entered into after the commencement
of the provision but before the day on which this Act is
assented to by the Governor (thay of assent) as if the
period of two months referred to in section 98(1) ends two
months after the day of assent.

is a primary production entity that would be a land richentity  Ms CHAPM AN secured the adjournment of the debate.

under section 94(1) but for the fact that the value of its
landholdings is less than 80 per cent of the total value of its

assets. Section 95B applies to a transaction whereby a person

or group acquires or increases a significant interest in a
relevant primary production entity if the entity ceases within

ADJOURNMENT

At 3.48 p.m. the house adjourned until Tuesday

the period of three years following the transaction to be a 26 September at 2 p.m.



