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This is the Registrar of Motor Vehicles saying to the house
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY that we need to change the law. For that reason, | draw the

attention of the house to the fact that | have out for public
Thursday 8 February 2007 consultation—so | am quite free to talk it—a draft bill to that

. . very effect. With respect to my draft bill, | would welcome
The SPEAKER (Hon. J.J. Snelling) took the chair at .o mment from any member in the house or any member of

10.30 a.m. and read prayers. the public, and | will then introduce it in the house. It will
require that a notice of licence disqualification as a conse-
DRIVING OFFENCES guence of demerit point loss, P plate violation or any other

. . cause be delivered in person by a process server, Sheriff’s
Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): | move: officer, or police officer where the former are not available—
That this house calls on the government to— for example, in certain country areas.

(a) ensure the process for notifying licence holders of suspension ; ; ; ;
following demerit point loss is immediate and that any I do not think that our police should be diverted from their

loopholes in the process are closed; and primary roles by serving these notices, but there is a process
(b) inform the house of the effectiveness of the penalties imposethat can affordably be put in place to ensure that these
by the courts for unlicensed driving. disqualified licence holders are notified and it can be proved

I am delighted to move the first motion for 2007. The motionthat they have been notified. My bill also provides for
| put to the house involves a matter of life and death, and ionfiscation of the vehicle of a disqualified driver charged
seeks to ensure that the process for notifying licence holdeMéith the offence of driving while disqualified on terms
of suspension following demerit point loss is immediate andonsistent with the hoon driving legislation passed by the
that any loopholes in the process are closed. | am rea@arllament.earller. My intention would be for a temporary
calling on the government to take action promptly to ensuré0Ss of vehicle at the time of detection and/or charging with
that that outcome is achieved. Secondly, | am seekin{ offence. . .

information from the government on the effectiveness of RRepeat offences would result in more stringent loss of

penalties imposed by the courts for unlicensed driving. Thi¥€hicle with confiscation and sale as the ultimate sanction,
matter is focusing people’s attention increasingly. and those provisions are set out in the relevant act. The first

I note that the house has split the portfolio of transport an@ffence involves 48 hours’ confiscation. If the court records
road safety into two by creating a separate ministry for road conviction for an impounding offence and the convicted
safety in the other place. Clearly, it is something that thd’€"SO" ha_s alre_ady been convicted of one pr(_ascrll_)ed offence
government has identified as a priority; so, too, have" the previous five years, the motor vehicle will be impound-

gd by the Sheriff for a period not exceeding three months. For

members on this side of the house. However, what has- . ; -
become apparent (and it was revealed most earnestly on ta ird offence, if the convicted person has been convicted of
o prescribed offences in the previous five years, the motor

back radio in early December) is that loopholes are enabling‘/ | . ) . .
people to get off in court when their licences are suspended€hicle will be |mpohunded by the Sheriff for a period not
This was explained quite clearly on Radio FIVEaa in earlye*ceeding six months. N

December not only by a criminal lawyer from Lipson F|_naIIy, if the driver has, in the previous five years, been
Chambers, Mr Simon Slade, but also the Registrar of Motofonvicted of three or more prescribed offences, the motor

Vehicles, Mr Rod Frisby. They both spoke publicly about thisV€hicle is forfeited to the Crown, with the procedures
commenced for sale of the motor vehicle and with proceeds

issue. . . ;

When you have your points max out at 12, quite simply®© be paid to the Victims of Crime Fund. So, | am really
as things stand, in effect, one gets a letter in the mail. Shoulfft<i"d MY proposition in this motion up to the next level. | am
you choose not to open that letter, put it in the bin, ignore it>aying. Iet.us ”ﬁake sure thg_t d|§qual|f|ed drivers actually
tip it up or send it on to some other address, when you arE‘ecelve their notice pf d.lsquallﬁcatlon and that can be proven;

d then | am saying: let us toughen up the penalties for

subsequently apprehended by the police for some oth isqualified drivers.

offence—for example, at a routine stopping point for a X . . .
random breath test—and the police run your name through,_ - S0Pl are flouting the law; there is no question about that.
again point to evidence and information available on the

g;icsoar;]p‘?féc? rr]]g ]:I(;]g; Tag)éogeirgn?ed:jsiggﬁgﬂfeigdq”;ﬁg ¥ﬁ:rl)ublic record, where it has been confirmed that there are

defence is standing up in court. It is putting the courts in aa{otund01|6 ?IOO to 50 002 drir;st?uraliffictar\]tions eracfr: ytea][fin :|hvls
most difficult position of being unable to prove beyond gorate. Liearly, quite a number of those are not eflective

reasonable doubt that that person had knowledge that th&gcause, if pepple have mpved to anot'h.er *’?‘ddfess' they are
licence had been disqualified. either not receiving the notice of disqualification and may be

In some cases this might be genuinely inadvertent, and riving without the knowledge that they are disqualified, or

acknowledge that. However, in other cases it isadeliberatt ey are deliberately flouting the law in the 27 ways |
e g e ' : - mentioned earlier. About half of those are demerit points, but
mischievous and deceitful attempt by hoons and irresponsib 8

drivers to avoid punishment by Simply rioping up the lettert €€ aré also those who breach their provisional or proba-
vold p y SIMPly rpping up tionary licences, their good behaviour, and the other half is
or pretending it was never received. That is a totally unac-

ceptable situation. In fact, Mr Rod Frisby confirmed publiclymaOle up of those to whom | refer.

that, as I think he put it, there are around 27 ways a perso So, if the person is a repeat offender, at present the
can,avoid alicencg dis7 ualification. Mr Frisb Sgid- P overnment is sending those, so it claims, by a process server.
q ’ y ) | think that the government needs to confirm whether this is

probably the biggest oné that the task force has tentife It 1 gopiy, (2CL. 00ourting in all cases. If the person has a second
to need legislation changes to the Motor Vehicles Act to correct thgemerlt point qualification, | understand that the government

situation. So, this one will be pushed for next year and, hopefullySends the notification via a process server—but not on the
it will get support in parliament. first occasion. The Registrar of Motor Vehicles thinks that
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probably 1500 to 2 000 hard-core repeat offenders are There have been some notable examples in Queensland,
working the system. These are people for whom | and, | amwvhere the media have followed young offenders, on their
sure, others in the house have very little sympathy at all. second or third charge for disqualified driving, out of the
would not want my daughter, my son, my spouse or anygourtroom and straight down to the car park, where they have
relative of mine killed by anyone, let alone on the road by agot into their car and driven off. | can show people media
driver who is disqualified and should not even be on the roadeports detailing those examples in Queensland. That is
in the first place. My view is that if you should not be on the happening here, and it is absolutely outrageous.
road, you should not be on the road, and you should not be The government needs to give the house some informa-
out there putting people’s lives at risk. tion. In particular, it needs to confirm exactly what is
Just recently, there have been some notable cases, anda@ppening with the process of notifying licence holders. Is the
will give the house two examples. A reportThe Advertiser  information, publicly given by the registrar in December,
on 20 December, entitled ‘Killer truckie too ill for gaol: the correct? Is there a weakness in the system, and does it need
story of George Geza Nagy’, states that he is too old and to® be tightened? The government also needs to inform the
ill to go to gaol for breaching a suspended sentence. house of the effectiveness of the penalties imposed by the
The Hon. R.B. Such: Not too old to drive, though. courts for unlicensed driving. What I really want to know.is_:
Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: Exactly. However, infirmity ho‘(’j\' many pﬁ?plg_havel_k;fe%n_chﬁrgled for unl|c$]nsed driving
did not stop this 79 year old not only from attacking an?f CTVINg W st disqualified in the last two to three years,

Advertiserphotographer on that day but also from killing two andehgw Tany Olf fthose rﬁ peat ]E)fffendgrs have_ gone tottgaoll?
people and crippling a third in a road crash, the subject of an_>°!Ng 10 gaolior such an offence IS a serious mater.
offence committed by him while suspended. The four-yeaFecaII asayoung officer in the army having aqcompanled one
gaol term was suspended on the condition of a three-yeé’lI my soldiers to court for that very offence in Queensland

good behaviour bond and an eight-year licence disqualifica? +27 8- A young bloke on a suspended licence made some
very poor judgments, got into his car because he considered

tion. Since then, Nagy has admitted driving Wh|Istd|squaI|-.t was important, and drove whilst disqualified. The judge

fied on three occasions, failing to give particulars about ; -
crash, and driving unregistered, uninsured and with |icencgentenced him to three mqnths in Bogga Road. Let me tell
embers, three months in Bogga Road over Christmas

plates not properly attached. | make the point that | under?!

stand that this matter is still being fleshed out in the court, s 916'77;5"’13 né)tl a lot or:‘_ fun. He Wastta ¥ourl1<g Ié'd a QEOdg
I will not go into it any further in order not to interfere in that ooking kid, and  gave him some pretly frank advice abou

process. However, | just say that | and many in thehow'[o protect himself in gaol. | am sorry to say that, a few

: ; onths after he was released from gaol, very distressed and
CN%rg;nunlty have very little sympathy for people such as M'{qusturbed, he drove his motor bike under a truck and killed

N himself. Whether it was an accident or whether it was
I will cite another example, namely, the case of the so-

; ; A something else, | guess we will never know.
called cycling champion, Jobi Dajka, who recently walked 9 9

free, in effect, from the court, having faced a gaol sentencg, Perhaps thatis a signal of how serious it is to send people
i ! ' aol for these offences, but it is necessary. The gaol system
for driving and theft offences; instead, he got a 12-month 9 : W 9 A

. needs to be able to accommodate this. | urge members to
?ilo goo<(j]I behatwouHr b?]”%a{)‘d wa(sj.orderl'ef(_i t(? ?ay $i 600 il mment on my draft bill,which | will be introducing soon.
Inés and costs. He had been disqualiied rom driving 619 not need to do this, the government should have
because of a d““"'d”‘('r.‘g char_ge, there_ were pharges cBglken action on this, but | do so in the spirit of ensuring that
?‘SS&U"v he had been driving again while disqualified, and Sthe roads are safer and that these scoundrels, many of whom
it went on. ) ) ) ) are also hoon drivers, are rounded up and punished and our
~ People are just sick of this and they want it changed. Thergyads made safer. If the law is unenforceable and treated with
is a need to tighten things up. | draw the house’s attention tgjsrespect, it will break down and crumble before our eyes.
anAdvertisereport on 19 January 2006 entitied ‘Thousandsrhjs js a very serious issue. | commend members to give it
convicted but only three gaoled’. The report refers to theneir attention and consider it most carefully. Please read

more than 11000 drink drivers, including 1400 repeaiyhat | have had to say. | look forward to the government
offenders, who were convicted in this state over the previougontributing to this debate and offering something in a

two years but of whom only three had been gaoled. Membesipartisan way so that we can fix this hole.
can read that report. If it is indicative of what is occurring in
the case of drink-driving offenders, and if it relates directly  MsTHOMPSON (Reynell): | am pleased to hear that the
to what is happening in the case of disqualified drivingmember for Waite is looking forward to taking some
offences, clearly there is a problem. bipartisan action and contributing to the debate. | also note
More of these recidivist, repeat offenders need to be itthat he said that he really wants to know something. He listed
gaol. | am not talking about the mums and dads and tha number of facts that he really wants to know. | start by
generally law-abiding citizens who, because of the governadvising the member for Waite that there are more ways of
ment’s nonsense and confusion over speed zones, or throufjhding information than taking up private members’ time. He
their own bad judgment, find that they have been detected faan ring the minister’s office and ask a question—that would
speeding, their demerit points clock out, they lose theibe one way; he could even contact the relevant court author-
licence, they do the right thing, do their time, and then gdties and ask a question—that would be another way. He
back onto the road when their period of disqualification iscould give notice of a motion—that would be another way.
over. This is the vast, overwhelming majority of people whoHe could also listen to what is said in the parliament.
have had their licences disqualified. | am not really talking To help him on that matter, | am about to provide him
about them. I think that most people do the right thing, butvith some information, so | expect that he will listen
there is an element of young people especially (and peopkttentively and take it all in. For the benefit of the member for
of all ages, | hasten to add) who just think that it is a joke. Waite and other members of the parliament, but particularly
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the member for Waite, | am now about to provide informationinfrastructure is also working cooperatively through the
on what this government has been doing on what he righthAustroads Registration and Licensing Task Force to reach
identifies as a serious problem. If he had been on top of hisgreement in areas of cross jurisdictional concerns.
portfolio shadow responsibilities, he would know that this  Under the Motor Vehicles Act 1959, there are three
government has already taken some action on the matter lsgparate offences, all of which relate to a category of driving
legislating in 2004. Part of that process was to review theinlicensed. They include driving where not authorised to do
effectiveness of the legislation, and that has been doneo but having previously held a driver’s licence. This can
Legislation will be brought into this parliament within a few occur when a driver’s licence renewal fee is not paid on time.
months, following wide consultation—and the honourableAlso, driving without the correct class of licence is treated in
member probably got a few rumbles from that consultatiorthe same way as driving without a licence. This can occur
which made him take up this issue. when a person with only a car licence is detected riding a
In July 2005, the Minister for Transport established anmotorcycle or driving a heavy vehicle. The maximum penalty
inter-agency driver penalty enforcement task force to identifyfor this is $1 250. For driving when not authorised and never
and remedy loopholes in current legislation and administrahaving been authorised to drive a motor vehicle, the maxi-
tive systems that allow a driver to avoid a licence sanction omum penalty for a first offence is $2 500 and, for a subse-
driving condition. The task force considered 27 identifiedquent offence, $5 000, or imprisonment for one year. For
loopholes. Under normal circumstances, a licence holder williriving a motor vehicle when suspended or disqualified from
receive a notice of disqualification within four weeks of holding a driver’s licence, the maximum penalty for a first
accruing 12 or more demerit points. Demerit points are nobffence is imprisonment for six months and, for a subsequent
accrued until the Registrar of Motor Vehicles is notified byoffence, imprisonment for two years. | assume that the
South Australia Police or the Courts Administration Authori-member for Waite is going to reddansardso that he is on
ty after the offence has been satisfied; that is, when thtop of this issue afterwards.
person pays a fine, an enforcement order is made, or the The legislation pertaining to driving unlicensed was
person is convicted by a court. The licence holder is alloweédmended during 2004. The Motor Vehicles Act specifies a
21 days to accept the disqualification or apply to be of gooagnaximum penalty, and the penalties imposed upon offenders
behaviour for the next 12 months as a condition of continuingire at the court’s discretion. However, for the benefit of the
to drive. member for Waite, | will repeat the fact that, for driving a
If a person who enters into a good behaviour agreememhotor vehicle when suspended or disqualified from holding
breaches the conditions, the period of disqualification is driving licence, the maximum penalty for a first offence is
doubled. At present, a notice of disqualification is personallymprisonment for six months and, for subsequent offences,
served on drivers who have accrued 12 demerit points withirmprisonment for two years.
12 months, breached a good behaviour licence condition, or The following statistics have been provided by the Courts
been disqualified for a second time within three years. | hopAdministration Authority and give a brief overview of the
members note that at present a notice of disqualification isumber of drivers convicted of driving unlicensed under each
personally served on those drivers. The most significamffence category over a three-year period from 2003 to 2006.
loopholes identified by the task force are those that allow &Vith approximately one million driver’s licence holders in
disqualified driver to claim that he or she has never receive8outh Australia, the number of drivers convicted for driving
a licence disqualification notice and thereby avoid a charganlicensed include: 36 752 people who had previously been
of driving whilst disqualified and licence sanctions by authorised but were not authorised to drive a motor vehicle
delaying payment of a traffic fine or deferring a court (I remind members that this is over the period 2003 to 2006);
hearing. 11 128 people who were not, and never have been, authorised
Many of the anomalies are less significant as they applyo drive a motor vehicle; and 10 409 who were convicted of
in exceptional circumstances and do not involve more thadriving a motor vehicle while their licence was suspended or
a few drivers. The proposed solution aims to prevent a persahey had been disqualified from holding a driver’s licence. Of
who is detected driving under disqualification from claimingthe 58 289 drivers convicted for driving unlicensed, 10 438
that a disqualification notice has never been received b§l8 per cent of defendants) had previous convictions for an
introducing personal service of the disqualification notice. Iroffence of driving unlicensed for the same offence during the
addition, a person will not be able to avoid either cancellatiorperiod 2003 to 2006. Of those 18 per cent, 3 381 (or 32.4 per
or the extension of a provisional licence by not paying acent) had one previous conviction, 4 698 (or 45 per cent) had
traffic fine until the licence has been converted to a fulltwo to five previous convictions, 1 325 (or 12.7 per cent) had
driver’s licence or a breach of a good behaviour agreemerstix to nine previous convictions and 1 034 (or 9.9 per cent)
by delaying the payment of a traffic fine. A number of issueshad 10 or more previous convictions.
covered by the intended legislation have not yet come to the Having identified these loopholes, and recognising that
attention of the member for Waite. The government is welkthey are a community problem, the government is working
on top of this issue and aware of many complexities of whicton measures to close them, to ensure that the legislation can
the member for Waite has not yet become aware. work in the way in which it was intended and that it is
It is expected that the government will introduce legisla-effective in deterring unsafe behaviour on the road. | am sure
tion into parliament very soon. | know from personal thatthe member for Waite will cooperate in any constructive
experience that this legislation is well on the way to developway he can when commenting in relation to the government’s
ment. Where administrative changes are required, work hatraft bill when it is available in the near future. It will be a
commenced within the Department for Transport, Energy andistorical incident if that does occur. However, we look
Infrastructure, South Australia Police and the Courtdorward to the member’s concern being about the safety of
Administration Authority to minimise the risk of an offender drivers in South Australia and not about a headline for the
avoiding detection or a penalty for a breach of a licencanember for Waite in his quest to take on the leadership of his
condition. The Department for Transport, Energy andparty. We recognise that this is a noble quest—something
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which the member for Waite has demonstrated is his maitheir licence and that should stick. Not receiving notification

mission—however, we hope that he will look after the safetyshould not be used as an excuse, and penalties and deterrents

of drivers as well. should be applied to ensure that those people stay off the road
Time expired. until they have worked off their disqualification period.

Mr PISONI (Unley): I would like to say a few words in -~ The Hon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher): | am supportive of what
my new role assisting the member for Waite as oppositioghe member for Waite has put before us; in fact, I think it
spokesperson on transport matters. May | say how pleasegjbes not go far enough. | have had very serious concerns
am to be working with the member for Waite; he is a veryapout the whole driving licence process for some time and |
organised and methodical person. Within a couple of hoursyj|| share some of them with the house. | have raised
I think, of lain’s announcement | was supplied with two concerns about people who cannot speak English getting their
folders of information about the portfolios for multicultural |icence and | am told by people within the motor vehicle
affairs, transport, infras_tr_uctur_e and energy. All those foldergection that the pass rate is almost 100 per cent, yet people
came with notes explaining his expectations of me and Whagho are born in England or Australia are lucky if their pass
my expectations could be of him, and for that | am veryrate is 60 per cent. | am not suggesting that the interpreters
grateful. He is a very organised member of parliament, angre dishonest but one could imagine that in interpreting you
I am sure that his military training has come home to roostmight unwittingly or otherwise convey some assistance to the
Watch out, Minister for Transport is what | say. ~ applicant. The other problem that has been put to me is that
| support this motion because a police sergeant in Mynany of the interpreters get to know people, especially in
electorate approached me several months ago about hifnall communities, and in effect they become their advocate.
concern with respect to people using the excuse that they dilembers may not realise that you can get a licence even if
not receive their notice of loss of demerit points when the}you are born here and you cannot read or write Eng“sh
were picked up for driving without a licence and, consequenthecause you can do a verbal test. | find that a bit strange
ly, using that as a defence. He claimed that, until recentlypecause if confronted with the sign ‘cliff ahead’, and if you
people would receive that notification by registered mail, butjo not have your aunt or uncle next to you and you cannot
that practice had StOpp8d. His concern was that the result féad the Sign, | am not sure what you are Supposed todo. In
thatitis hampering the job of the police in getting unlicensedact, | have heard that the Department of Transport is getting
drivers off the road. | certainly would like to see a betterrid of the signs which say ‘turn left with care’ because people
notification system for drivers. who do not comprehend English are having trouble with that
With magistrates allowing that defence of not receivingsign.
the mail, it is certainly not a good advertisement for Australia
Post. If | were in Australia Post | would be very concerned .
that that was a strong enough argument when people claim TheHon. R.B. SUCH: I have heard it from a very good
they did not get their mail. | know for a fact that with the Source; someone in the police force has conveyed that
hundreds of letters | send out every month they Certaim)mformanon. People can understand th(_a international road
reach their destination and, if they do not, they come back t§ymbols whether or not they speak English but not all of our
me and people say that they have left that address. It surprisiad information is in the form of a symbol. I do not believe
me that it is a strong argument for claiming that you have nothere is an international symbol for ‘turn left at any time with
received the notice. It would concern me if | were one of thec@re’ or its similar wording. | think there needs to be an
managers at Australia Post because | certainly would ndfdependent audit of this whole licence process. When people
want the reputation of not delivering on time or not at all. 90 for their initial Ls they have to score 100 per cent in the
Nothing can go past the fact that unlicensed drivers are stilnternational sign section, which I think contains eight signs
on the road. They have lost their licence because they ha questions, but when it comes to Part B you do not have to
been speeding, driving dangerously or running red lightsget 100 per cent. So, if you subsequently run over a pedes-
these are all the things that cause threats to other drivers &ian or something, you say, ‘Oops. When | did the initial test
the road. I, for one, do not want to be soft on drivers who 9ot 32 out of the 42 questions right and that is all you have
break the law. Penalties apply, and | am sure that all of us 4@ do and understand.’
some stage in our lives have made a mistake and paid the | find it bizarre that we can have people driving around
price, and | think that is fair enough. Those who complainwho could not complete a test to a much higher level than
about speed cameras should do what the majority of Soutlthat is about 70 per cent. | am not suggesting we should have
Australians do in order to not get caught which is not to speedriving licence standards at the level of pilots although, if we
at all. Speed cameras will not pick you up for speeding if youdid, we would have a lot fewer accidents on the road because
have not been speeding. they have very thorough testing and checking. Our system is
Another interesting fact | discovered when looking at thisincredibly easygoing. | know a young lad very well—I will
issue was that a quick look at the cause list finds that a lot afot identify him although he is not one of my sons—whose
those who are charged with driving while disqualified alsdlicence was suspended for three months but he kept driving
are driving unregistered and uninsured vehicles. So, there &ery day because the police hardly ever check licences in
a pattern here—disregard for the law and the privilege theouth Australia unless they have cause to pull you over
have been given to drive a vehicle on our suburban street®ecause you have done something silly or if you look much
and country roads. We need to send out a strong message. Waunger than | do, in which case they are more likely to pull
need to say, ‘We want you to have regard for others on thgou over, especially if you have P-plates in which case the P
road and to obey the law.’ You get about three chances dyslexic for D which means dangerous. In my experience,
(12 demerit points) and you lose three to four points at a timethe police hardly ever have significant licence checks where
For people who do lose their licence because they have beémey pull over a lot of motorists and check their licences. |
breaking the law, they should be notified that they have losthink if they did they would get a big surprise and, likewise,

Mr Hanna: Is that true?
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they would find that a lot of vehicles are unregistered andarefully. In my case, | was trying to be helpful. | was going
therefore not carrying third party bodily insurance. to Whyalla to start work. | knew the police car was behind me
There are a lot of people on the road who should not be oand | accelerated a little bit over the bridge because | thought
the road. Members would have seen on television recentlythey were in a hurry. | did not see the sign on the left
lad whose lawyer claimed that he was intellectually disabledndicating a special speed limit.
and, unfortunately, his driving allegedly resulted in the death The member for Waite is on the right track, but | think he
of his mate and he was in tears, and so on. The tears will nabuld look at broadening the scope of this to examine the
bring back his mate. One would not want to see discriminawhole question of the way in which licences are granted,
tion against people who have an intellectual disability, butaken away and followed up in terms of enforcement. The
you have to question once again the process that allowdinister for Road Safety, the Hon. Carmel Zollo, has been
someone to get a licence—I think it took six attempts for himvery prompt in responding to my queries on some of these
to get his licence. issues. | recently asked her about the matter of lowering the
We also have a situation where we have a lot of oldedriving age, because many people in my electorate keep
drivers. We tend to pick on the P-platers, who are probablyasking me about that. She has indicated that the government
more astute when it comes to judging distances, and so odpes not intend to reduce the driving age and | do not believe
but tend to be a little bit more reckless. | am told that yearghe driving age needs to be lowered. What is more important
ago there was an instruction issued that the department wisthat we have adequate driver training and testing.
to not go so heavy on elderly drivers because many of them
would lose their licence and that would be politically =~ Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): | thank honourable
unpopular. In a situation like that, you have to have regard fomembers for their contribution: the member for Unley, the
other people on the road; if someone cannot safely drive enember for Reynell, and in particular | want to thank the
vehicle they should not be on the road, irrespective of theimember for Fisher for his ongoing interest in road safety. |
age or any other consideration. will look carefully at the contribution of the member for
Recently, | was surprised to hear that the staff of theReynell. | thank the government for having the courtesy to
Department of Transport in a country town were ordered taespond; itis extremely helpful. I will look at the information
work on a Sunday so that the migrants who had arrived—that the member has offered. If | heard her correctly, | think
presumably on one of these work visas—could get theisome of her contribution is in direct conflict with advice
licence. Itis a very innovative procedure and | am not awargiven publicly by Mr Rob Frisby, the registrar, where he said
that it has ever been done in the city for people who are shifhat that first notice of disqualification was sent in the mail
workers. However, | understand in the country town, peoplénd was not personally delivered. | will check the detail of
involved in licence testing and so on were required to workhat. | understand that the government is going to oppose this
on the Sunday, more than once, so that visa workers could geteasure, and | have to express disappointment about that
their licence. | do not know whether the government is goinglecision.
to extend that practice to the city and have government The motion that | have put simply calls on the
facilities open on a Sunday, but it would be welcomed bygovernment—it does not condemn the government—to
many people. It once again shows the inconsistency in thensure the process for notifying licence holders of suspension
licensing procedure. following demerit point loss is immediate and that any
The member for Waite has highlighted the fact that therdoopholes in the process are closed. | think that is quite a
are people who have lost their licence and who are basicallggasonable ask. The government in its response has suggested
ignoring it or choosing to ignore it. That process needs to b¢hat it thinks that the system is all right as it is and that it
tightened. | know the government uses the term ‘tough ointends to introduce legislation later in the year now that this
crime’, but the system is, in my view, far too soft on peoplematter has been brought to its attention. | cannot see why they
who break the law and put other people’s lives at risk. Wecannot take action now. You have been elected to lead, so
should not automatically make policy on the basis of TV orlead.
talk-back programs, but | get sick and tired of seeing and My motion also asks the government to inform the house
hearing about the offender—wearing a hired suit and lookingf the effectiveness of the penalties imposed by the courts for
angelic—rarely suffering any severe penalty for killing unlicensed driving, and | note that the member for Reynell
someone on the road. On my understanding, if you are killetias given some information which | will look over carefully.
on the road itis the same as being killed anywhere else. Timdaving already acquired quite a bit of information through
and time again, people walk away from the court with somejuestions on notice, through direct contact with departments
pathetic penalty for taking someone’s life, and the excuse iand from other sources, | will compare what the government
usually, ‘I was tired'. If you are so tired then you should nothas said to the information that is available publicly. How-
be on the road. You should not be driving if you are so tirecever, from what | heard, | think the level of information given
that you cannot concentrate on the job. Try that excuse if yowas nowhere near enough because | have spoken to police
are a surgeon at the Royal Adelaide Hospital—I'm over-tiredabout this; in fact, | have had police come and visit me in my
and | cut the wrong artery.’ office, and they are so strong in their feeling about it,
The whole system needs to be looked at. | think ther@xpressing their frustration and saying that they go out and
should be an independent audit of the process by whichpprehend these villains, they get them into the courts and
people get a licence. People who offend with bad drivinghey are getting off with a further period of suspension,
should be required to go through a re-testing process. The ofgetting off by arguing that they never got their notice of
police lecture scheme was not a bad one. | remember | haglispension, or they are getting off by using one or other of
the privilege of having to attend one on the night of my 21sthe 27 ways identified by Mr Frisby.
birthday; I will always remember that wonderful gift fromthe  He states that there are 27 ways in which these people are
police department. Those police lectures were probably pust thumbing their nose at the government and disregarding
useful mechanism to remind people to drive a bit morehe rules in regard to disqualification and driving while



1718 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Thursday 8 February 2007

disqualified. Members on this side will be watching veryour revenue going? There is a huge amount of revenue
carefully to see how things unfold in the courts in regard tacoming into the government through speeding fines—and |
the pursuit of disqualified drivers. | will be coming into the have paid my fair share of this—and various road charges,
house on behalf of the opposition with a bill to make thebut there is very little evidence to suggest that the money is
changes that are required. If the government cannot mowactually being spent on roads and road maintenance.
quickly on this matter, we will, and | ask the governmentto Instead, the money is being spent on new tramlines, lifting
support the measures and bring about change. In particuldiridges, extra public servants—and the list goes on and on;
if the vehicle confiscation requirements that the governmerthe huge hidden costs of government. General revenue is just
itself has implemented in respect of hoon driving are goodoaking it all up. The government has to have a proper public
enough in connection with that offence, then in my view theyworks program for infrastructure, particularly for its roads.
are good enough for driving whilst disqualified. | cannot se€There is a $200 million road maintenance backlog now and
why we would not extend that provision. approximately 4 000 kilometres of road is in desperate need
As | mentioned earlier, quite often we are talking aboutof repair. There is no doubt that this figure will continue to
the same people, and in my view if you bump once for hoorgrow in coming years as the government falls further and
driving and then you bump on a second occasion for drivindurther behind with the road maintenance schedule. However,
whilst disqualified, that is occasion two of the three. In othedl do believe that people should be made aware of the road
words, the two should go together, in my view; we do notconditions, which is why—and | will be very interested to
want them to be considered separately. So, in cases where thear what the government has to say—I am recommending
people concerned own their own vehicle, the sooner we gabday that the roads be given a rating and that that rating be
those vehicles from them and the proceeds into the Victimsignposted along the road for motorists to see.
of Crime Fund, the better. There was a tragic accidentin my After all, as we drive on the roads now there are various
own electorate just the other week involving hoon drivers—signs warning us of road conditions. Bends in the road are
stupid, young fools trying to evade the police—resulting inforecast with a right-angle bend and usually a speed advisory
a fatality and other injuries at Torrens Park, just down thesign, so why can we not have the rating? If drivers are aware
road from my electorate office. There have been otheof the road condition and that it has been given a low safety
fatalities within 500 metres of my own electorate office inrating, it would increase the level of driver awareness and
Mitcham, and | am sure other members could tell us aboutncourage drivers to drive according to road conditions. It
their own electorates. This is something that is driving peoplevould also be a tangible way for the government to prioritise
mad. | will not call for a division on this matter. The govern- its projects, based on the most dangerous roads attracting the
ment, which clearly has the numbers, has signalled to me théyighest priority. Toward the end of last year we saw roads
do not care about this motion; they want to vote it down.that make up the AusLink network given a rating of one to
They do not think it has merit. five stars, one being the unsafest and five being the safest. |
Members interjecting: was appalled that this study revealed that 65 per cent of the
Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: | think that is sad. Believe 2 700 kilometres of AusLink road network here in our state
me, | will make sure that Byner and others know that thewas rated three stars or below.
government does not care about the proposition | have put. Of particular concern was the rating for the Sturt High-

I think the government’s response is lamentable. way, which is the vital link from my electorate to the city,
Motion negatived. because 14 per cent of this road was given a two-star rating.
This is the Sturt Highway: a two-star rating. | am very
ROADS, DETERIORATION conscious that it came to Public Works yesterday with a
program for a dual highway as far as Greenock. | appreciate
Mr VENNING (Schubert): | move: that, but it should be going further. It should even be planned
That this house— to go right to the border, or at least to the Riverland, because

(a) notes the decrease in speed limits on many major Soutthis piece of road has an appalling record in relation to road
Australian roads is due to deteriorating road conditionsigeains, As | say, 14 per cent of the Sturt Highway was given
(b) supports the installation of signage depicting the safety o - -
rating of these particular roads; and only a two-star rating, while the remaining 86 per cent was
(c) calls for the assessment of such ratings to be set by a joif@ted only three stars. And this is a major highway: most of
committee made up of the Road Safety Council, the RAA it ought to be four or five.
Transport SA and the Australian Automobile Association. | relation to our population, South Australia has one of
Time and time again | have stood in this house and comthe highest fatality rates compared to other states and
plained about the roads across the state. | have been doitagritories and is a staggering 15 per cent worse than the
that now for nearly 17 years, but | have to say that right nownational average. These are shocking statistics, and | am
the situation has never been worse than it is today. | raise thigappy for the government to get up and criticise me for
issue again today, but this time to highlight the fact that speellringing them forward or, at least, have its assessment on
limits on many of our country roads and roads in general arhem: 15 per cent worse than the national average. The
being reduced due to the shocking state of the road, and féederal government National Road Safety Strategy indicates
no other reason. | strongly disagree with this. | do not believéhat by 2010 around 332 lives could be saved each year by
that we should be reducing speed limits on roads simplyaving safer roads. Other studies by the AAA indicate that
because the government will not allocate any money téhe national road toll could be rising and that half the
upgrade them to make them safe. At least it should not be fatalities that occur on the roads could be avoided by
permanent fix, as is currently the case. Reducing the speegbgrading the roads. South Australia’s Strategic Plan—and
limit is all well and good and, yes, it does make it safer andhe government has been talking very strongly about that—
may help reduce the number of crashes, but it does not hidend the South Australian Road Safety Strategy both identify
the fact that the roads are dangerous and need fixing. Thistise need for a multidisciplinary approach by various govern-
just a blanket solution. It begs the question again: where iment and non-government entities and agencies and the



Thursday 8 February 2007 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 1719

combination of new technology, improved road conditionsat present local government is doing it and we have a real
and safer road use in order to achieve their goal of reducingiess on our hands.
road fatalities. The speed limit situation across the state is a joke. We
With modern technology, there are many things availabléieed some consistency. It needs to be dealt with by a
today that can assist motorists. One I note is the speed limfommon board, which at least ought to have the power of
signs on the new freeway going up to the Adelaide Hills,veto over all these speed limits, as well having the ability to
which are of the reflective type and very bright, and youset the ratings on these roads. | can see no reason at all why
really cannot have any excuse for not seeing them. This ithese roads should not be signposted, particularly our major
modern technology, because they have LED lights in thenypads. If you are out for a pleasant day, driving along the
low voltage, and will probably last for years if the vandals doSturt Highway in your car and you notice a sign indicating
not wreck them. However, there is so much more we can dahat it is a two-star highway, straight away you think, ‘Hang
even by putting electronic chips on the road so that whemn, it is only two stars. It looks okay to me, but | will be a
people go past their radios actually record a tone that cajittle more careful.” Sure as eggs you see some pretty bad
warn them about the speed limit and the rating of the roadntersections and bad road edges. As you are driving along
I just bought a little device the other day that beeps when yoih your car you may not be aware of lots of things on that
pull up at a major intersection. This technology is alreadypleasant Sunday afternoon drive with your friends or
there and ought to be more widely used. relatives. | make these comments today as a constructive
Itis great to see that everyone else has recognised the negskessment about where we are at now. After all, we all drive
for improved road conditions, but we are yet to see anythingn the roads, and road safety affects us all.
done. | would like to point out comments made by the RAA  The Hon. M.J. Atkinson interjecting:

last year when it claimed that a number of the deaths and \;, vENNING: Except the Attorney-General. There is
injuries that occurred on South Australian roads would no lways an except.ion and guess who it is in thié case! The

E‘XE happ;ned had the roads been better maintained. T, Spless Attorney-General because he rides his bike. | suggest
stated: _ _ _ that the Attorney is more subject to road conditions because
If drivers are doing their part by making sure that they arepegple can get knocked off their bike more easily than having

obeying the road rules and that their cars are well maintained, it i ; ; : ;
not acceptable that they continue to risk being involved in a seriou motor vehicle accident. As | have just experienced an

crash because of poorly maintained or otherwise unsafe roads. accident, | have even more feeling about this matter than

| hear the criticisms made of the RAA by the minister normal. People know that cars are fitted with seatbelts and air
thinking tha it was being politcal.  otally refute that. The 2293, However, has any honourable member sat behind an air
RAA has a responsible job to do and | think it is doing it— g 9 ' ’ 90,

. - S fairly frightening. Thank goodness it was there because | do
TheHon. M .J. Atkinson: No, you reject it. Whether you
refute it is for us to judge. not have any scratches from here up. | have from there down

Mr VENNING: I reject it. I thank the Attorney-General but | will not show the_ chamber NOW- )
who, in my whole 17 years here, has been listening to me 1€ Hon. M.J. Atkinson interjecting: _
carefully and making those adjustments. | thank him yet again Mr VENNING: | have already done that. We all think,
for that, because | have no problem with it. The mostWell, road accidents happen but it won't happen to me’, or,
important issue right now is not my English but the subject!t won't happen to you’, but it can; and when it does, it is
athand. The problem is that this is another prime example gihazing how much difference it makes to what you say and
the government's rhetoric and all-talk attitude. | am aggrievedhink. Just because we are MPs and just because we are in
to see the huge blowouts that we are seeing in the prograffiis beautiful castle, we are not exempt from having acci-
the government has brought forward. | know why it is: it is dents. We are probably more at risk because many of us
because the companies that have tendered for these workst#@ve! the roads so much, often late at night, tired and in a
longer headquarter themselves here in South Australia. In tH&rTy, and what happens? We say, ‘It wasn’t my fault and no
four years that | was on the Public Works Committee, upicohol was involved.’ It happened purely because you were
until last year, very little major public work, particularly in there and a serious accident happened.
relation to roads, was being done in South Australia. | do not believe that we should make this issue political.

What happened was that the contractors up and wenthink the government should and could agree to putting up
interstate. | can name these companies and you can see whitese signs to warn people, because everyone needs to know
they used to be, and they are not here now. They will coméghat the roads have been assessed and that a particular road
back and tender for the works that we now want them to ddhas either a poor rating or a good rating. | think that the idea
but it is all done from interstate. They bring their people in,of putting up signs is a good one. As | said in a previous
we have to accommodate them, and they tack a 25 per cefotion, | believe that the roads ought to be marked in
charge on top of their normal tendering price as a penaltglifferent colours so that we know what the speed limits are,
because they have the extra costs. and that is not a big deal. You see that in other states and

We are now seeing that, and that is part of the reason fdither countries, particularly now that there are different road
the huge blow-out in these government projects. Itis all to d@aints that do hold their colour—particularly blue, white and
with the problem that the government is talking about it butorange paints.
we are not seeing enough done. The assessment of the roadOne look at the marking on the road and you will know
ratings should be undertaken and set by a joint committeehat the speed limitis, particularly if you miss the signpost.
made up of specialists from the Road Safety Council (fromit all causes anxiety on our roads, and we do really need to
whom we hear a lot), the RAA (of course), Transport SA andook at this matter, because our road toll is far too high and
the Australian Automobile Association. | believe that all we should do something about it. This is a great opportunity
those organisations would support this initiative and be happio do something. Let us hope that the government will
to be involved. They should do this independently, becaussupport the motion so that we do.
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TheHon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher): | can understand the example, a kangaroo hops out or the Attorney is cycling his
motive of the member for Schubert in moving this motion,pushbike in the country distributing leaflets. There are too
but I am not convinced that this is a practical suggestionmany variables to say that a road has a particular safety
However, before | get to the rating aspect | must say that | deating. | think that the onus should always be on the driver to
not believe that the decrease in speed limits on our countrgrive in a way that is appropriate to the conditions and
roads in particular has much to do with the alleged roadiccording to the law. One would think that that should be the
conditions. | think it has been a deliberate policy of the stat@verriding consideration.
government in terms of road safety rather than anything to do | have a lot of relatives and friends who live in country
with the road conditions. Plenty of roads in country areasreas, and it disturbs me greatly that too many country people
could be improved. You could always improve them. Youare killed. Recently a young couple, related by marriage, were
could turn them into autobahns, if you wanted to, if you hadwiped out in the Mid North through no fault of their own,
the money and you wanted to live in a fairly controlled when people did not give way. The young lass was 17 and the
environment. lad was 21. The people in the other car survived, but those

Overall, | think that our standard of roads is not too badyoung people were wiped out in the prime of their life. Sadly,
The problem is that the standard of driver is not too goodit was the second grandchild that young lad’s grandfather had
One keeps reading in the newspaper that so and so was killégkt in a country accident in less than 12 months. The accident
and that he was a nice lad or she was a nice gir—most peopirvolved the son of a police officer near Murray Bridge. As
are. Someone from my electorate (he was originally from Port understand it, none of the young people killed was in any
Lincoln) was killed near Myponga a week or so ago. Theway to blame for the accident. So, | plead with people in
police have a delicate way of indicating that speed may haveountry areas to wear seatbelts and to drive appropriately.
been involved; and, normally, it is speed inappropriate to &he same plea applies to those in the city. We are losing too
road situation. | would have to say to my country cousins—many good young people; we should not be losing any. One
literally and figuratively speaking—that | believe many of loss is one too many.
them drive far too fast. | commend the member for Schubert for the intention of

| visit the Mallee quite frequently, and | must say that, his motion, but | am not sure that it is feasible or practicable.
driving through the Adelaide Hills, particularly when it is However, | would be interested to hear what the RAA, the
close to the end of the day shift, many people driving areminister and the Road Safety Council have to say.
barely on the road. Their vehicles are almost at the point of
Cape Canaveral stage, where they are about to take a leap intoMr WILLIAMS (MacKillop): | congratulate the member
space. The other thing I notice is that, sadly, many people ifor Schubert on moving the motion and bringing this matter
the country do not wear seatbelts. | cannot understand wHy the attention of the house. It gives a number of us the
this is, and there have been many tragic consequences of ttegaportunity to highlight the lack of care shown by this
silly practice in the country. | am not saying that it does notgovernment for the situation in the country in general. This
happen in the city, but I do not know whether people in thegovernment has a very sad record on its commitment—or,
country think free and easy, or they are listening to Slimindeed, lack thereof—to country roads. In coming to power,
Dusty, or whatever, and do not want to wear a seatbelt. It isne of the first things it did was to halve the amount of
the same with this crazy habit of dangling one’s hand out thenoney being spent on and the workforce operating in the Far
window. | am not sure why people do that, unless they ar&orth of South Australia. We saw the results of that quite
trying to dry their fingernails from the fingernail paint. It is recently with the floods and the amount of time it has taken
a crazy practice and particularly dangerous if as a consde reopen access to Outback communities.
quence your arm is torn off. I note that the member for Fisher is on the move, but | can

One aspect that has always puzzled me is that counttyelp him out with a couple of matters he raised. He talked
roads, in particular, have a lot of advisory speed signs. Thes#out the black and orange signs which give advisory speeds
have been assessed by a professional engineer as being ¢imea number of corners on our major roads. He attempted to
correct speed to travel on a section of road, around a bend, arake the point that he did not understand why expert road
whatever. However, these signs are advisory and have remgineers came up with an advisory speed but it was not a
legal status. It has always puzzled why, if that is the safenandatory maximum speed for drivers at that site. | say to the
speed to travel on that section of road, that is not the legahember for Fisher that the reality is that those advisory
requirement. If a professional engineer has assessed that yspeeds have not been determined by road engineers. The way
should go around a bend at a particular speed, why shouttiey are determined is that Transport SA sends out a group
that not have a legal requirement? If it does not, what is it®f its officers with speed detection apparatus. They sit on the
purpose? If it has no relation to safety, why have an advisorgorner for a period of time and take down the speed of
sign there at all? It has no teeth and people take no noticevehicles going around it. They set the advisory speed at the

I would be interested to hear what the RAA and the Road’5th percentile. So, what they do is take down a range of
Safety Council think of the member for Schubert’s proposalspeeds over a period of time—probably in different driving
which is, as | say, well intentioned. The problem with it is conditions, | dare say, such as daytime, night-time, wet or
that, if you put up a sign saying, in effect, ‘This road is safe, dry—and, with the 75th person in the range of the lowest
the weather may change (and country members would knogpeed and the highest speed, they say, ‘We'll set that as the
that the status of a road, particularly dirt roads, can changadvisory speed.’ Thatis how it is set. So, it has nothing to do
overnight, as many of them are not graded as often as thayith the road design; it is all to do with the perception of the
should be), and, after rain, it is anything but safe. | think youaverage driver.
could be creating a situation of false security and even Obviously, there is a range of driving skills amongst those
creating a legal dilemma (the Attorney would know moreon our roads, and that has been taken as a reasonable place
about this than |) if you indicate that a particular road has @o put the advisory signs. People with more experience of
safety status but, for some reason, it does not because, fdriving on country roads and highways obviously know that
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they may be a little above that speed and take that intbetween the experts in Transport SA and, by and large, they
account. The people who have lesser experience should alab say that there is no technical reason why that stretch of
take that into account and slow down at least to that speedpad should be at 100 km/h and not 110 km/h. By and large,
if not a little lower. That is the way in which 99 per cent of they all say that, as a principle, we should not have capricious
people on our roads drive: they do take note. Unfortunatelygchanging of speed limits as people travel along a road
we have a number of people on the roads at any given timeecause it is confusing the driver. By and large, they all back
who have no experience of that particular road. up the position that | have put to no fewer than three transport
This motion is about our sealed country highways: it is noiministers but they have also all tried to second guess what the
about open-surface roads, as the member for Fisher tried toinister’s attitude would be. | have had letters from the
indicate. The default speed on all our open-surface countmninisters who | have been lobbying on this particular issue
roads is 100 km/h, anyhow. None of them is set at 110 km/hand they all say, ‘This is what the experts are telling me.’

Most of our country highways are set at 110 km/h by sign,  The reality is that the only reason the experts have been
but a few are setat 100 km/h for various reasons, and I ho!q@”ing them that is that the departmental advisers giving
to getto thatin a moment. When the general motoring publigdyice to the minister at the time are too damned frightened
drive along a country highway, quite often there is a particutg give open, fair and free advice. It is not based on the
lar patch or corner on the road and, notwithstanding theechnical information which is circulating within the depart-

advisory signs, often a driver who is not experienced on thgient. They are too damned frightened. They are trying to

road can be caught out. I think the motion that the membegecond guess what the ministers want to hear and that is what
for Schubet[;t ?rltf;]gi to the housle IS Oge_ way tlhat we Ca(ghey have been telling the various ministers.

overcome that; that is, as people are driving along a road, T
they can be forewarned that the road is narrower, the Mrs Geraghty |n.terJr_ect|ng.. ) )
shoulders are unsealed, or there is a windy stretch where they M WILLIAMS: | will provide the file that | have on this
should take extra care. to the member and she can form her own opinion on what the

Of course, we do have hazard warning signs on some dfi€ tells us. Thatis what it tells me. There is plenty of advice
our roads. for example, a sign warning that for the nexin the file between the officers in the department to say that
15 kilomefres the road i,s windy or slippery when wet. wethere is no logical reason why that stretch of road should be
already have some signage. | think the point the member féit 100 km/h. In recent years, the government has spent
Schubert is making is that we have considerable deterioratigillions of dollars sealing the shoulders on that road. It has
in the quality of our country roads and highways due to arimproved the standard of the road markedly from when it was
absolute lack of commitment from this government. welirst dropped to 100 km/h. It was debatable whether it should
know that over 12 months ago—probably 18 months ago—P@ve been dropped in the first place. Much money has been
the state-funded roads had a backlog maintenance of at le&€nt and the road is much better now, yet the minister—and

$200 million. That is growing because the commitment toit_is not just the current one—and_his predecessc_)rs have all
country roads is zip. disregarded the fact that the road is eminently suitable to be

In fact, | had an interesting debate with the Minister fortraversed at 110 km/h by the general public. Itis a travesty.
Transport during the latter part of last year about the goverr-Nave had no representations from my electorate asking me
ment's commitment to bypass the township of Penola in m);o desist in lobbying the minister to have the speed limit
electorate. | am delighted that the minister committed destored on thatroad to 110 km/h.
substantial amount of money to try to achieve that bypass, but o
the reality is that the money has been pulled out of existing MrsGERAGHTY (Torrens): After that, | feel inclined
programs for upgrading or bringing our roads up to standard© adjourn. I have listened to the debate this morning. The
That is one area where the lack of new capital funding intdnember for Schubert is to be commended if his intent is to
our road network means that the backlog in maintenance Rromote road safety through this motion. However, | have
only getting bigger. Not only is this impacting on country Serious do_ubts that the carriage of this motion is the way to
people as they travel around the countryside but it is aisgchieve this. South Australia has adopted the national default
impacting on the state’s economy because it is addin§Peed limit for non-built-up areas of 100 km/h per hour,
significant cost to the movement of freight around thecompared with the former state speed limit of 110 km/h, in
country. the interests of safety—and that is what this is about—and

I now come to the Coorong road or the Princes Highwaynational consistency. The Department for Transport, Energy
along the Coorong, the stretch of road which is in myand Infrastructure uses national standards and guidelines in
electorate, particularly between Meningie and Salt Creek. Thdetermining speed zones. The national standard indicates that
government again in its zealousness to do something abo@itl 10 km/h limit may be applied to either high standard rural
the road toll—over-zealousness | would argue—reduced thgeeways or high standard rural arterial roads or highways.
speed limit on a number of signed roads around the state from | think it is important to make the point that speed limits
110 km/h to 100 km/h, one of them being the road betweeare not reduced because of deteriorating roads, as has been
Meningie and Salt Creek. | have been debating this with threportrayed. It is to improve the safety of South Australians.
transport ministers now to no avail | might say, but | haveThere is nothing more tragic than people being killed because

FOlrd— they are driving a vehicle at a speed that they cannot handle
TheHon. M .J. Atkinson: Perhaps that is because you are(and that applies not only to young people but also to people

wrong. around my age). About 100 kilometres of rural arterial road
Mr WILLIAMS: The Attorney-General says that is has had the speed limit reduced from 110 km/h to the default

because | am wrong, but if he listens and | get time— speed limit of 100 km/h. This has occurred on three roads:
TheHon. M J. Atkinson: No, ‘perhaps’. 18 kilometres of the Dukes Highway at the Victorian border,

Mr WILLIAMS: | have FOI'd internal Transport SA where a substantial road upgrade was also implemented; a
documents. A number of emails have gone back and fortehort section of the Princes Highway from Meningie to Salt
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Creek; and the section of the Yorke Peninsula coast road to | have had many conversations and discussions with
Ardrossan. officers in the department, and so on, about speed limits and

However, it seems that the motion is being confused witthow are they are being set in the Adelaide Hills (a part of
the result of a very successful initiative to reduce the speedhich | represent in this place). They have said to me, ‘Mark,
limit on some 1 100 kilometres of arterial roads (about 40ve set the speed limits in consultation with the local council
relatively short arterial roads) in the year 2003. This was irand, obviously, the minister’s office, and so on. But in the
line with the Road Safety Advisory Council's recommenda-end motorists will drive at a speed they think is suitable for
tions. | go back to the point that this was not done due tdhe road conditions.’” | understand what the member for
deteriorating road conditions. Results from this initiative Torrens is saying, that people will drive slower than the speed
showed a 20 per cent fall in casualty crashes after the spedithit, and should drive slower than the speed limit, if they are
limit was reduced, compared to the roads that retained thenfamiliar with the roads. However, on the other side of the
100 km/h limit. Casualty crash reductions due to lowering theargument, at times, people drive faster than the designated
speed limit are independent of road conditions, and | thinlkspeed because they are confident that they are able to handle
that is what people are getting confused about. the road conditions.

Safety rating as a concept is worthy of some support, but As a consequence of that, | have gone to the local council,
road signage would not be worth the resources required. It e department and the minister to argue the point that when
better to keep putting those resources into road improvehe 50 km/h speed limit was introduced a number of roads
ments. If a person is driving on a road with which they arewere changed unnecessarily which should have been kept at
unfamiliar, they are a complete fool—an idiot—to drive at athe 60 km/h limit or even increased to 80 km/h. | will give an

high speed. If the road is unfamiliar to them— example that took me 2% years to rectify and it involved the
Mr Venning interjecting: road leading into Woodside coming from Nairne. When the
Mrs GERAGHTY: They are stupid, are they not? 50 km/h zone was introduced, they replaced the 80 km/h zone
Mr Venning interjecting: with a 50 km/h zone even though it was out in the middle of

Mrs GERAGHTY: That is right—and you could have paddocks and vineyards. Motorists would approach
been in a very serious condition. Sometimes | wonder whatvoodside where there was no house site or residential
we can do for people’s safety. If there are reasonable speetgvelopment at all, and they would have to slow down to
limits, hopefully, they will stick to them. As part of the 50 km/h and tootle through an area with a vineyard on one
Australian Road Assessment Program, the RAA commissiorgide and open grazing country on the other. It did not make
the assessment of such ratings according to guidelines agreaay sense at all. Motorists and the local residents became so
nationally among the motoring organisations. DTEI providedrustrated.
the necessary road traffic and crash data for this to occur. The | had a number of representations made to my office to me
guidelines used are consistent with those used in Europe, apgrsonally about this issue. | took it up and finally, after
have been developed by independent consultants for th@ocking my head against a brick wall for the best part of
motoring organisations. It would seem to be of no value t@2% years, we got some change. The unusual issue about this
interfere with the system that has been established. It is that they have brought the 50 km/h zone closer into
thought that the ratings may serve to raise people’s awareneé®¥odside, and most people are satisfied with that, but an
that there may be road safety issues on a particular road, bimconsistency still exits in the 50 km/h zone on each side of
it does not necessarily make the road safer. the road because on one side, as you approach the town, the

| certainly support road safety measures where there is20 km/h zone starts reasonably close to residential develop-
tangible need and benefit for the community, but | do noment. That is on the approach to Woodside. But when you
believe that this motion is the way in which to achieve thatleave Woodside, heading towards Nairne, the 80 km/h zone
| think we ought to be saying to people to drive at a spee@tarts further out and does not correspond with the 50 km/h
they know they can handle and, if they do not know the roadspeed limit on the other side of the road. It means that if you
no matter which road it is—if they are tearing up the freewayare going along heading out of Woodside and you do a U-
which | think is a pretty decent road—if they cannot handleturn, after having done 50 km/h, you head back into
a vehicle at that speed, they will be the one at fault if there i¥Voodside at 80 km/h. Each side of the road has a different
an accident; not the road or a sign. Itis what people do whespeed zone. That is just nonsense.
they get behind the wheel of a vehicle, and families sufferas The same situation arose at Mount Torrens when the

a consequence of people being so stupid. 50 km/h zone was introduced. | raised it in the house. | asked
Mr Venning interjecting: the Minister for Transport, the Hon. Michael Wright, about
MrsGERAGHTY: | have been in a number of accidents, this in question time and he was extremely puzzled, so we

and they are not nice; | agree. had a discussion after question time when | explained the

situation to him and within a matter of days, to the minister's

Mr GOLDSWORTHY (Kave): | am also pleased to credit, he had it changed so that there was consistency of
have the opportunity to make a contribution to the motiorspeed limits. Unfortunately, at Woodside that inconsistency
moved by the member for Schubert, particularly as it relates still in existence even though | have taken up the matter
to paragraph (a), which states, ‘expresses concern at thgth the local council, the Adelaide Hills Council, which has
inconsistency of speed limits across South Australia andpoken with the department, yet the department is blindly
Australia’. | note the comments of the member for Torrensjgnoring it. | want to raise it in this place so that, hopefully,
who said that it is unwise for motorists to drive at a certainthe minister’'s office will hear this and take some further
speed limit if they are unfamiliar with the road conditions. Of action.
course that is true. However, we also see people at times It also goes to other areas within the Kavel electorate. A
drive above the designated speed limit because they ameandatory decree came from the government that all 60 km/h
familiar with the road conditions. It is well known that people zones be changed to 50 km/h. There was very little consulta-
drive according to the condition of the road. tion or time allowed for the council to put in a submission.
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All the 60 km/h zones were changed to 50 km/h in areas Mr VENNING: And we didn’t need a by-election.
where there was no real density of residential development. An honourable member interjecting:
Over the next 12 months or so | will continue to work ~ Mr VENNING: It might have saved me the decision of
through these specific roads, highlighting them with theannouncing my retirement. | do not think this issue is
department with a view to having them changed back tgolitical.
60 km/h because there is no reason for those roads to be Mrs Geraghty: Did you say you were retiring?
reduced to 50 km/h because they do not meet the criteria for Mr VENNING: | said it would save me making an
them to be classed as a 50 km/h zone. | commend the memb@tinouncement. | am not announcing that. Decisions need to
for Schubert for bringing this matter to the house particularlypbe made when decisions need to be made, and that is not now.
as it relates to paragraph (a) and | am happy to indicate myhave as much passion to do the job right now as | have ever
support. had, and | am not totally infirm. Good people come and go.
i I hope the government supports this motion, but obviously

Mr VENNING (Schubert): I am happy to complete this it js not going to. | am sad about that, but hopefully it is not
motion today because | think the more we deal with thesgne end of the issue. Let us hope that others will pick it up. |
things the better. | thank the members who participated in thgm happy for the minister to bring it back into this house and

debate, particularly the members for Fisher, MacKillop,amend it if necessary. The bottom line is that we have the
Torrens and Kavel. | will take issue, though, with the membegommon goal of protecting motorists and saving lives. |

for Fisher because | believe that the speed limits on the roadgmmend the motion to the house.
relate to the conditions. As | drive from Kapunda to Crystal  potion negatived.
Brook, the road speeds vary from 100 km/h to 110 km/h quite

regularly and it is easy to see why because it is usually the MURRAY-DARLING RIVER SYSTEM
width or the condition of the road verges—
Mr Goldsworthy interjecting: TheHon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher): | move:

Mr VENNING: Yes, you were. Without a doubt, as you  That this house commends the Premier for seeking to have an
drive from Kapunda north to Marrabel, the road is deadndependent authority manage the Murray-Darling River system so
straight. The road is narrow and very undulating so it is onlyhat the needs of all users and the environment can be met.

100 km/h but when you turn the corner and go from MarrabelAs we would all be aware, the Premier and, | would imagine,
to Saddleworth, the road still bends but it is a wider road andhe Minister for the River Murray and Water Security will be
whilst it is undulating, it is not as bumpy, so it is 110 km/h. attending a very important meeting in Canberra today to
As you get to the Clare road, the Main North Road, todiscuss this very issue. The Premier received some criticism
Auburn, itis then 100 km/h because of the amount of trafficfrom people, including the Prime Minister, for putting
the width of the road and the lack of overtaking lanesforward the idea that the Murray-Darling River system should
Without a doubt, the roads have been assessed already by theemanaged by a body somewhat similar to the Reserve Bank
government of the day and they set the speed limits accor@®oard concept. Other prominent people in the community
ingly. have supported the concept: Dr Dean Jaensch is on record as
| do not refute the fact that the default speed limit issupporting it, | have supported it publicly, and so have many
100 km/h but most of us expect to be able to travel apthers.
110 km/h on open country roads. As the member for Torrens  Members interjecting:
said, we all need to be reminded that roads can be dangerous, The SPEAK ER: Order!
but we get a bit selfish and we are always in a hurry to get TheHon. R.B. SUCH: Members of the opposition might
somewhere at a certain time and we do not really think todike to listen, as it is a very important issue. In arguing for the
much about other motorists. As the member for Fisher saidndependent authority, | am sure the Premier is mindful that
we have speed recommendation signs on the bends in thigere are various models and variations and it would not be
roads, but we should also have signs reminding us that a roakactly the same as the Reserve Bank Board. The point that
has been assessed by an independent body as being dangethePremier and others, including myself, are trying to make
if speed limits are not adhered to. If the speed limit signis that we need to have an authority which will remove, as far
shows 100 km/h, it should indicate why and it should haveas possible, the partisan and parochial element from this
a star rating on it. Itis commonsense. Even though it appearsatter. That is critically important for South Australia
that the motion is going to fail, | hope that others will look at because we are at the end of the Murray system and, basi-
this matter, and hopefully we could get feedback from thecally, we get what is left. We do not get much of the total
RAA as well as from the other organisations | have menflow of the river; | think in aggregate it is about 8 per cent.
tioned. | would also appreciate feedback from the MinisteiSo, we have a very strong interest in ensuring that whatever
for Transport. system is put in place to manage the Murray-Darling is fair

I moved this motion with some passion. Indeed, since for all users and that it also takes into account environmental
have had an accident, | have developed a fair bit more passidactors.
now than | had when | first thought about this matter. You Having an interest in horticulture, | received one of the
can drive along at 100 km/h or 110 km/h, but when the otheindustry publications issued on 31 January and the headline
driver is doing exactly the same speed, what is the force afead, ‘Irrigators big winners in Prime Minister’s package’.
impact? We often do not realise that it is a huge impact, an@hat sent a bit of a chill down my spine because it indicated
to be able to walk away from a head-on accident just speakbat irrigators are already claiming victory out of this
wonders for the modern motor car, with its air bags, seatbelt$10 billion fund which the Prime Minister has said will go
and modern design. | have nothing but the highest praise favith the new management structure. | suspect that the amount
General Motors and the people who designed my Holdenf money will have to be significantly more than that. |
Commodore, because | believe my life has depended on itacknowledge that irrigators have a legitimate interest in the

Mr Pengilly: And we didn’t need a by-election. river, but so do others. However, once groups start talking
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about themselves as being winners, it implies that others aigut it is important that we have the expertise from people
losers. South Australia, Adelaide, the country towns and ouwvho can look beyond the vested interest to make sure
irrigators do not want to be losers in relation to this systemeveryone gets a fair go, and that the river system in the long
| am sure that the Premier and the minister are quite capabterm is sustainable. | am sure the Premier is not suggesting
of putting the case that South Australia needs a guarantee ihat we have a group of academics with goatee beards who
terms of the volume and quality of water, and that not onlysit around and think about the river. We have experts who are
the needs of our irrigators will be adequately considered butery knowledgeable about river systems and climatic change
also the needs of domestic users and the environment. and so on, and we need to make sure that we get their input
| was perturbed to hear a week or so ago that Premidnto this process.
Bracks was saying that he would support this new scheme There are a lot of other aspects we need to deal with in
provided his irrigators did not suffer any net impact. Yourespect of water. We are not doing enough in terms of reuse
cannot reform the system unless someone changes theirrecycling. We are doing some things, but we could do a lot
practices. So the big users of the river system, which arenore in terms of being economical in our use. | believe we
Victoria and New South Wales, have a strong interest irhave to look at the whole water usage regime, whether it
ensuring that their irrigators continue to take a lot of waterinvolves irrigators or domestic users; whether it is surface
out of the Murray-Darling. | do not know whether memberswater, from a river or from underground sources. At the
heard Professor Tim Flannery last night on ABC Radio. Hemoment we have what | would call a dog’s breakfast. We
made a very interesting point which illustrates the complexityhave some areas where the underground water is extracted at
of this issue, and he said that if you simply get rid of theminimal cost—probably not the true economic cost or the
channel and put the irrigated water into pipes, you actuallyrue environmental cost. Likewise, | am not convinced that
can have a negative impact on the river system because, withe system we have for allocating water licences is necessari-
the channel irrigation, some of that water seeps back into thig the best, although the Minister for the River Murray says
river system, but if you have a pipe system you get less afhe will enlighten me on that aspect, and | am happy to be so
that seepage back into the river. | guess it is a truism witlkenlightened.
anything to do with the environment, and it reminds us of the  The other aspect to which | refer involves domestic use in
basic principles of ecology, interrelatedness and interdepengdelaide. We have a very primitive system whereby each
ence, that if you do one thing it will have a consequence fohousehold is entitled to 125 000 litres of water a year, which
other aspects. is fairly generous. Itis irrespective of how many people live
People say, ‘Get rid of the open channels, they are eviin the house, and you go from 49 cents to $1.09 if you exceed
put everything in a pipe,” and Tim Flannery is saying, ‘You the benchmark. In Perth they have a five-tier system, and the
do that and you'll have a consequence for the river becaus@ore you consume, not only does the rate go up but it
you'll get less seepage back to the river.’ | have to take whaihcreases progressively, so you get on to the fifth tier and
he says at face value because he is more qualified in that arg®en you really pay for the water you use. We have got a
than | am, or ever likely to be. | think it is fair to say that crazy system at the moment where you can be in the shower
many of us have had a wake-up call in respect of what haall day if you wish, and there is nothing to stop you doing that
happened in recent times with the drought and climate changss long as you can pay the water bill, but the little old lady
and so on. | think we have been in a comfort zone for toavho wants to water her pot plant in the middle of the day is
long—probably thanks to the efforts of Sir Thomas Playford,a criminal. So we need to be a little more sophisticated about
who had those pipelines from the Murray constructed tahat.
supplement our system. If it was not for his and his You also have the irony that SA Water needs to sell water.
government’s foresight, we would be in big trouble today. People have to use water, otherwise it will not make money
We have limited options in terms of extra reservoirs. land the government will not get its income stream, but you
would not like to see the member for Kavel under water—thatio not want to use too much and you certainly do not want
would be very unfortunate—but if you look around, we doto waste it. However, with the system at the moment, even for
not have many valleys or gorges that you can actually danhose who get an irrigation licence, there is no real incentive
and, if you do, you will have a human impact and you wouldto use less. If you use more than your entitlement, you get
have an environmental one as well. If you look close topenalised but, if you use less, there is no incentive. There is
Adelaide, probably the only area—and | am not suggestingo reward for being more economical, from my analysis of
we do it, because there would be a lot of angry people—the situation. In essence, | commend the Premier and the
would be Brownhill Creek, which is one of the few areasMinister for the River Murray for going into bat for South
where you could dam back close to Adelaide; | do not knowAustralia. It is very important that we get the best possible
of any others. | am not suggesting that this happen, becausg@tcome that, as the motion says, is fair for all the users and
I do not want people like Marcus Beresford, who lives therefor the environment, because we do not have the luxury that
to be under water or forced to grow rice in that area. exists in some of the other states, which tend to have a higher
| am sure that the Premier and the minister, in representingainfall and are not as dependent on the River Murray as our
South Australia today, will go in to bat. | am sure that whattowns and the city of Adelaide are. | commend the motion to
will come out of it, as always in politics, is that it will be a the house.
compromise. Politics, they say, is the art of the possible. | am
sure that what will happen today will be a compromise. Mr PENGILLY (Finniss): | oppose the motion. For the
Irrespective of whether the Premier gets a result involving dife of me | cannot see any point in giving control of the River
Reserve Bank-type board, | think that what we need is peoplElurray to a handful of independent people who are not
with expertise in relation to water management having answerable to anyone. Quite frankly, we elect politicians,
significant input into the process. We always have to accounthether in this state, in the nation’s capital, in New South
for the money side. We know that the Prime Minister isWales or wherever, to form a government and run operations.
applying the golden rule: he who has the gold makes the rul&/ou do not put in place a heap of independent people. You
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can certainly source information from independent peoplethe federal government. None of the other premiers agree
but I would like to think that this nation could actually trust with the South Australian Premier. New South Wales Premier
its politicians to take hard decisions in relation to the wholeMorris lemma has come out and said that he supports the
Murray-Darling system and its various waterways. QuitePrime Minister’s approach.
frankly, | think we have gone past the days of having Members interjecting:
independent people run things. They have not been altogether Mr VENNING: Yes, he has big irrigators, but when we
successful in other places, and | do not see how the honoutensider the position of New South Wales, Victoria and, to
able member’s motion will solve the problem of the Murray-a lesser extent, Queensland, they are huge users. They are
Darling Basin by putting it in the hands of independents. 80 per cent of the total users. Does anyone think that they are
Bearing in mind that, in my electorate, Victor Harbor andgoing to give away those powers? They are going to be under
(particularly) Goolwa are at the bottom end of that enormoustremendous pressure from the irrigators and others to
most important system that goes through the South-East amdaintain their share of the river water. They could not give
South Australia, the Victor Harbofimesnewspaper has a fig about us or our requirement for environmental flows.
come out today very strongly in support of giving Howard theThat does not come into their vocabulary. They only want the
responsibility for the Murray. It says that the state premiersvater because they have always had it, whether it be for rice,
must think less parochially and more long term on the futureotton or whatever. These decisions are going to be pretty
of the Murray and that for too long the River Murray statestough to uphold, and we want to put in a body that has the
have been fighting over ownership of the dwindling waterteeth to do it. Do members think that these governments will
supply, resulting in much money and time being spent fogive up without a hell of a fight?
little result. In the view of the Victor Harbdfimes the states They see the rain falling in their state and so the water is
want to protect their patch. | commefitie Timeskeditorial.  theirs. That is their argument. We believe that it is an
It has touched on the motion that the honourable member h@sustralian river and that its health is the responsibility of all
put forward today. Australians. | have always said that it should have been done
| do not support the honourable member’s motion, and years ago. Every state having its own comments and issues
am sure that there will be other speakers with various pointi relation to the river has been a farce. South Australia is at
of view. Wasting oxygen on independent control of thatthe end of the river and it has done the right thing. | do not
system is to my mind a waste of time. think the other states have. It will have to go back to the
government. The implementation of the final decisions—by
Mr VENNING (Schubert): | support what the member an independent body, or whatever—will end up in the
for Finniss has just said and have strong opposition to whasarliament because they will be huge decisions to make about
the member for Fisher has raised here. We have the strongesking water entitlements from one area to another, particular-
argument of any state in Australia to be protected on thigy in relation to environmental flows.
issue. Our record is the best in Australia. We do not have They will be tough decisions to make, and | do not believe
open channels any more. We have done the work over thaat anyone can make them other than the federal govern-
years, because we have known the problem. We have spantnt. The two houses of parliament will have to do that
the money. The last open channel was the Renmark opdsecause some of these issues will be very contentious, indeed.
irrigation scheme, which is now gone. | believe they are nowror example, it is a disgrace that Cubbie Station in Queens-
all in pipelines. land was ever allowed to happen—a huge water catchment
TheHon. R.B. Such: We had no choice. with massive amounts of evaporation, and it has only just
Mr VENNING: No, we had no choice, but why did New been put there. Itis an environmental disaster, and it will take
South Wales and Victoria not do the same? They did not, and lot of political courage and acumen to address that issue. |
it is shocking to see a lot of water running in open channelselieve that, with respect to this issue, the Prime Minister has
that are not even lined. They are open earth channels. Yagot it right. | believe that most premiers would agree with
can imagine the waste that goes on. Our record is probablyim, except ours.
the best in Australia, because we do not waste the water. We | find that very difficult to understand, because we in
have the most to lose in this because we are at the end of tisouth Australia have got the most to gain from this. | cannot
river, as we all know, since it has been said ad nauseam, bhbitlieve that Premier Rann says that we want an independent
we also have the most to gain in relation to future decisionsauthority. | thought it would have been the Premier of
We all agree that we need one body to manage the Rivafictoria, Queensland or New South Wales who would have
Murray. Nobody disagrees with that. We all welcome thesaid that. But, no, it is the South Australian Premier. | really
decision that we need one authority to manage the Murragannot believe the logic in that. | only hope that the Premier
and that it should have nothing do with state borders, but theas not put our position in jeopardy. Premier lemma is very
argument we are having here is whether the body should bemart. He was very quick to be the first premier to support the
a government-sourced body, as the Prime Minister puPrime Minister’s point of view, but, guess what? | am sure
forward or, as the Premier has been saying, a totally indethat when it comes to the cookies, Premier lemma will be
pendent body. firstin line, and rightly so. He has backed the Prime Minister,
| agree 100 per cent with the Prime Minister. We need taand members know what happens in politics—
put in place the strongest and most effective overriding The Hon. R.J. McEwen interjecting:
authority that we can, because it has to make some pretty Mr VENNING: Well, of all people, the member for
tough decisions. We do not want yet another so-calledlount Gambier would know what goes on in politics.
independent authority that would become yet another An honourable member interjecting:
burgeoning bureaucracy not accountable to anyone, arecipe Mr VENNING: Well, call it what you like. |1 do not
for disaster and non-performance. It needs to be linked to tHenow. The minister would know more than | do. He is a
funding body, which in this instance is the federal govern-minister of the government but, as a bystander, that is how
ment. The $10 billion is a very generous upfront offer fromit looks to me. He is quick to agree, and he will be firstin the
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line when it comes to the decision making and the cookie§/ltimately, he prevailed by the force of his argument and his
that are handed out. | only hope that our Premier has not dormmmonsense.
us immeasurable long-term harm by hanging out when, as a The other debate was the method by which the members
state, we should have been first to agree. He should not playf the Senate would be elected. In the 1890s, the United
politics. He should have said, ‘Yes, you've got it right, Prime States was looked upon as a model, particularly for the upper
Minister. We agree that we need one body but it doesn’house. It might interest members to know that, in the United
necessarily need to be independent. States (and this prevailed in some states until the mid-1930s)
I have been around the place long enough to see whaleir senators were not popularly elected. They were elected
happens with independent bodies. We have had them with ths, the state legislatures. Originally, it was proposed in our
Wheat Board and in other areas. After a while independerdraft constitution that all our senators from the states would
bodies become a burgeoning bureaucracy in themselves. f@t be popularly elected but would be elected by the state
whom are they accountable? Well, they must be accountabjsarliaments to go to Canberra, which is much what happens
to someone. They must be accountable to the government. S8, Germany under the present arrangements for the
why not cut the bureaucracy and the red tape and deal witBundesrat.
it directly. Deal with it with a body thatis accountable tothe  pr VENNING: Mr Speaker, | am enjoying this speech
ratepayers and voters of Australia. and the lesson, but | do not think it is relevant to the debate.
| think the Senate is the ideal house to have total control. e SPEAKER: Order! Traditionally, particularly in
The Senate is the states’ house, and | believe that is whefggarq to the member for Schubert, the Speaker has given a

these decisions should finally be made. | cannot agree withreqt deal of latitude to members. I will listen to what the
the member for Fisher. We all agree that we want an authority, o mber for Enfield has to say.

to manage the Murray, but we disagree that it should be Mr RAU: | am coming to the point, Mr Speaker
independent. The SPEAK ER: Generally, members are given a fair bit

Mr RAU (Enfield): | was not going to enter this debate Of Preadth to address the issues. .
but, as luck would have it, | have been listening to the Mr RAU: I can explore the German system a bit longer,
member for Schubert who said a number of things which if that would help the member for Schubert. The point | am
think warrant further discussion. He says, for example, tha§oming to is this. Originally, we were going to have a senate
the South Australian government should have signed up that was indeed a state’s house. The members of the South

the Prime Minister’s proposal. Australian parliament, probably in a joint sitting, would have
TheHon. R.J. McEwen: There isn’t one. selected our senators as a group, and they would hold their
Mr RAU: Indeed, that is my point. | do not know how we terms, effectively, at the pleasure of the state legislature.
Mr Venning: | didn’t say ‘sign up’. changed to enable the popular vote to be the means by which

Mr RAU: Well, ‘agree’, whatever words the honourable the senate was selected. From that moment onwards to this

member used. A prudent person would try to find out wha¥€ry day, the Senate has never been a state’s house. It has
is on the table before they sign up to something. | think thaP€en a party house. I do not mean by that that it has been
is something that is a problem. Secondly, we need to be Ve@,ntertammg; in fact, for the first 7(_) years of its existence, it
careful that the irrigators upstream do not wind up getting &vas hard to know whether or not it was even there.
great deal more out of any arrangements than do the city of TheHon. R.B. Such: It was a sheltered workshop.
Adelaide and the irrigators downstream. That is very Mr RAU: Exactly—well, perhaps that’s too hard, but it
important, because the consequence of our getting this wrongas very quiet. The position the member for Schubert
is that we might all wind up like the former Indian Prime advocates, whereby we can sit back comfortable in the
Minister, Mr Desai, who used to have an interesting drink forknowledge that our senators will save us from any unfairness
breakfast. In fact, before the CHOGM meeting in, | think, that might be imposed by a federal arrangement, is bordering
1975 Mr Whitlam said of him, ‘Well, I've heard of people on fairies at the bottom of the garden. It is not going to
gettingon tle . . . .early, but this is ridiculous.’ happen. On the other hand, if the member for Schubert can
An honourable member interjecting: persuade his federal colleagues to advocate a constitutional
Mr RAU: | will tell the honourable member after. Also, change whereby we get to elect our senators, | will warm up
the member for Schubert should not get too hung up on tht® his ideas a lot.
guestion of the state’s house. As a matter of constitutional That is my position. | do not know exactly what all that
history (and | know the member for Schubert knows this), aneans, but | am not Robinson Crusoe in that. Quite honestly,
series of debates took place around the country leading taresently, nobody in here knows what this means because we
referenda resulting in the constitution that we now have ado not know what is on the table. We do not know what the
our federal constitution. Interestingly, | think the early deal is. | have entertained myself by attempting to recount
debates in 1897 were held in Adelaide and, at that timegonstitutional history for seven minutes. We are none the
Charles Kingston chaired the Constitutional Convention. wiser, so | think that we should move onto the next item.
One of the main issues before the Constitutional Conven-
tion in 1897 was the question of the Senate. There were two Mr PISONI (Unley): | rise to oppose this motion, but |
guestions about the Senate. One question was: would evemyspect that it is well meaning. | know that, although the
state, irrespective of its population, have the same representaember for Fisher has been in politics for a very long time,
tion in the Senate? That was a very lively issue, because thee is not a terribly political person. However, he has the
larger eastern states thought that, because they had makility to bring people together. | remember that, when he
population, they should have more senators. Kingston amndas minister for further education, in my business | was very
others argued that, like the United States, there should kievolved in training apprentices. The way he was able to
equal representation for each of the Australian states to bbring businesspeople and TAFE together to ensure that the
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right courses were being offered and taught was a greatalian passenger services to our rural areas. | can understand
achievement, and | commend him on that. the Premier being concerned after that experience. However,
| am a little more cynical than the member for Fisher. | sed can assure him that the Howard government has been very
the Premier’s behaviour at the moment as grandstanding. $uccessful and has been very decisive.
is interesting that | should use the word ‘grandstanding’ today It is a government that has made tough decisions and
when the Victoria Park grandstand is back in the news. It islecisions that have benefited Australia for the longer term.
obvious that the Premier is still disappointed at his loss of th&he decisions were not popular at the time. | would suggest
ALP presidency. With the comments we heard from thethat the decision to take over the River Murray is not
federal shadow environment minister today putting doubt omecessarily a popular decision but it is a necessary decision.
the future of Roxby Downs (it was the anti-uranium lobby It must have ministerial control. Although | commend the
that beat him to the ALP presidency), it will be a very member for Fisher for moving this motion, | cannot support
interesting national conference. his sentiments because | do not agree that this important body
Mr KENYON: | rise on a point of order, Mr Speaker, does not require ministerial responsibility.
namely, the relevance of the member for Unley’s contribu-
tion. He is talking about nuclear policy in the middle of a ~ Mr PEDERICK (Hammond): | wish to briefly address

debate on the River Murray. this issue today because obviously the River Murray is dear
The SPEAKER: | will listen to what the member for to my heart being the member for Hammond. | will give a
Unley has to say. brief outline of what | believe to be the allocations throughout

Mr PISONI: | understand that the member for Newland the Murray-Darling Basin. These are the annual allocations:
is very interested in uranium mining, and | can understand 90 gigalitres for Queensland; 7 300 gigalitres for New South
that. It does bring a great future and employment opportuniWales; 3 400 gigalitres for Victoria; and South Australia has
ties for South Australia, and it gives us a worldwide role toan allocation of 1 850 gigalitres but it normally receives
play in helping to reduce greenhouse gases. The last thing w800 gigalitres of water in median inflows across the border
want is for places such as China and India to burn brown codih a median inflow year. This year we are only receiving
and pump all those greenhouse gases into the atmospherd. 470 gigalitres. OnThe 7.30 Reporthe other night the
commend the member for Newland for his support forPremier was saying that he wants to guarantee environmental
uranium mining. flows for South Australia. | am sorry, it does not happen now.

However, | am very disappointed in the Premier’s use ofAs soon as special accounting—and | will not let Victoria and
this important issue—the management of our River Murray—New South Wales take all the heat because they take a belting
for the national platform he did not get when he did notunder special accounting as well: it used to be called drought
achieve the presidency of the ALP. He has been swimmingccounting—comes into play, everyone takes a hit because
in the small pond of South Australia for the last four yearsthe water just physically is not there because it is over-
and he wants more. Now he thinks Australia needs to knowallocated. That is the crux of the problem.
who Mike Rann is. First, the presidency of the ALP was Mr Kenyon: And you want people from New South
going to give him that platform. That failed. Now the River Wales and Victoria to sort that out?

Murray will give him that platform. He is wrong in saying Mr PEDERICK: That is interesting from the member for
that there should not be ministerial responsibility for theNewland. He wants the people from New South Wales to sort
eventual result of the management of the Murray. it out. 1 will come straight to that point. The reason the

Remember what happened in this state last time there wa&emier and his Minister for Water Security are so worried
no ministerial responsibility. Tim Marcus Clark, what a greatabout other politicians taking over the water is because Labor
guy he was—arm’s length from the government. The firshas stuffed it up. Labor governments in four states cannot get
thing John Bannon knew about the State Bank was that it wabeir heads together and sort out the solution to the water
$11 billion in debt. He sold off the Torrens Island power problem with respect to the Murray-Darling Basin. That is
station to try to recover some of that debt. It sent Souttwhy the Premier and his water security minister are so
Australia into a recession. South Australia was a basket caseorried about the management of the basin, because they
It was interesting that, because of that distancing and thetgow damn well that they cannot even have a love-in and get
being no ministerial responsibility for the State Bank, Johrtogether with their mates from the Eastern States and organise
Bannon is not referred to as a failed politician in newspapethe water. That is why there should be a national approach,
articles. He is a historian now. He is one of the few historiansind federal politicians need to sign off on it.
that has played such a significant role in South Australia’s | agree that we need a beefed up Murray-Darling Basin
history; that is, bankrupting the state of South Australia. ASCommission that will advise minister Turnbull, and whoever
a result of that distancing and the lack of ministerial ac4s the minister in the future. We will have a Labor govern-
countability, we awarded him an AQ for his contribution to ment federally (I hope it is not for a long time, but it will
South Australia because he was not responsible for the Stateppen), just as we will have a Liberal government here at
Bank: it was Tim Marcus Clark. some stage (hopefully in three years’ time). That is what |

That is my whole point about why we need ministerial believe. | heard the Premier say on th80 Reporthat he
responsibility for the management of the Murray. | canwill go to Canberra and fight for South Australia so that we
understand how sceptical the Labor Party is about federddlave minimum environmental flows. That is a fallacy,
control because | remember that it was Don Dunstan whbecause we do not have it now. We do need minimum
sold the South Australian railways to the Whitlam govern-environmental flows, and | believe that Howard’s plan, when
ment. What a failure that was. Here we are 25 or 30 yeart is fully outlined, will show how we will achieve that.
later and we have no regional passenger rail lines left in We have already seen the broad outline, where $3 billion
South Australia; the difference being that it was a federals to be allocated for buying back water allocations. Just
Labor government that was in control of national railwaysbefore Howard'’s plan was released we were taking guesses
that ruined the South Australian railways and South Ausin our office on how much money would be announced. |
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thought that if we received $3 billion or $4 billion it would Who would be the experts? Where would they come from?
be fantastic; but $10 billion! What an incredible thing for the | would hazard a guess that if we used so-called experts, the
Prime Minister of this country to do: to get hold of the vast majority of them would be from the eastern states. |
Murray-Darling Basin and fix it once and for all. State invite members to go upstream on the River Murray and to
governments over a century have just stuffed it up. go into New South Wales and Victoria and read the local

| have mentioned that the river is over-allocated. Irrigatorsqewspapers to see what they say about South Australia and
in my area (and | apologise; some of them are down on thg, way we use water. If you go onto the Darling and the
Narrung Peninsula in the member for MacKillop’s area) hav urray in New South Wales, they call Lake Alexandrina and
even suggested that perhaps allocations could be bought bgck « Alpert Adelaide’s freshwater playground.

or irrigators could give up 10 per cent of their allocations. . . :
That would put about 1 400 or 1 500 gigalitres of water back If the Premier were looking after the interests of South

into the Murray. So, that is an option. Another matter that Wﬁustraliatoday in Canberra, he would be arguing that we wil

need to address is that no major water supply infrastructur and over the power on the condition that no weir will ever
has been announced by Labor for the direct supply owolate the Lower Lakes from the Murray River and that no

Adelaide’s water in the last five years. So, I find it ludicrous'eir Will be built at Wellington. But of course, because the

for members opposite to carry on about water supply. Premier came out and announced that he was going to have
With respect to the proposed weir, in 2003, DWLBC a weir to save Adelaide and he was going to make himself a

quoted $160 million to pipe water to the areas around the lakkero here in Adelaide, he cannot do that. So, here is the very

that would be cut off by any weir that would block the river. person who is undermining the interests of South Australia,

| believe that that figure has now jumped to $330 million. Thebecause | have a grave fear that one of the things we will lose

minister told us in this house during question time thatin South Australia through this process is the ability to say no

everyone must receive water. My information is that peopleo a weir around about Wellington and | think that will be an

in the Narrung and Meningie area have already been alerteghyironmental disaster.

that not everyone will receive water |f.they are cut off. . However, | think it might happen because those people
Last year, when the Hon. David Ridgway introduced in,sstream in New South Wales and Victoria believe that Lake

the upper house in the last session his bills with respect tRlexandrina is Adelaide’s freshwater playground. That is

sewerage mining, rainwater fitted to houses with non-retur ; X .
valves and grey water reuse, guess who voted against themu—'hat they believe and they do not think we need it and they

b f the Labor Party. That is how in t th t&lo_not think we should have it. They would rather_build a
(rﬂﬁzngriri]%usfral?a.or arty. thatishowin tune they are weir there and have the 600 000 or 700 000 megalitres—or

even more because some people have suggested it is over

Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop): | cannot support the 1 000 gigalitres—available for their irrigators and for
motion moved by the member for Fisher. | am sure thaproductive use. | argue that in South Australia’s interests, and
members would be surprised! How ridiculous that anyone caim the interests of the environment down here, we should be
propose (and this is what the Premier is proposing) that yosaying no to the weir but, of course, the Premier has got
can have an independent body to make political decisions@imself into a position that he cannot argue himself out of.
Youcannotdoit. Let us not forget that the reason we have such serious

Mr Kenyon: Like interest rates. _ water restrictions in Adelaide today is because this govern-

Mr WILLIAMS: The reality is—and | will come to the  ment, which thinks it knows a fair bit about the River Murray,
member for Newland in a moment—in the Murray-Darling gjjowed more than the total usage of South Australia from the
Basin we have serious competing interests and, because gfer Murray to flow out to sea last year. Notwithstanding
that_, at some stage, somebody will have to make a pOIIt'Celhat, we have been told that they could not do anything about
QeC|S|on unlllke the Reserve Bank where we all share onﬁ, when the reality shows that Lake Victoria was being
interest. | think the analogy that the member for Unley madeerpptied at the same time as the water was flowing down the

about the independent Reserve Bank and the independ urray. We are still waiting for the figures that the Minister
management of the old Bank of South Australia should sen Y. . ing '9 "
r Water Security promised to provide to the opposition late

a shudder through the member for Newland because | thinl h lity is that th h i b
that highlights the flaw in the proposal put by the Premier/ast year. The reality is that the Sout Aust_ra lan La or
The reality is that we have to make political decisions. TherdOvernment, as the member for Hammond said, along with

will be winners and losers. the Labor governments of the other states, has failed miser-
Of course, here in South Australia we are fearful, and oufPly: They have had a fantastic window where all the light of

being a less populated state, a smaller economy and at the €hg same political colour was subject to the same drought and

of the Murray-Darling system may well see us the losers. Onghey failed in that small political window to take positive

of the things that the Prime Minister is asking us to give upaction. No wonder the Prime Minister has said, ‘Enough is

in this process is our veto right, and | have always argued tenough. They have proved beyond doubt that they are

a number of my constituents down on the Narrung peninsulancapable of fixing this. | am stepping in.’ | congratulate him,

against a national system because we would no longer hayarticularly for putting a large sum of money on the table

that veto right, and that is one of the things that | think haswvhich will provide one of the solutions—namely, to buy back

stood us in good stead over the years. Some might argue thgater allocations where they have been overallocated beyond

it has been part of the problem and in some way they arghe sustainability of the river system.

probably correct in that each of the states involved in the papate adjourned.

management of the Murray-Darling Basin, because of their

individual veto rights, have made it very difficult to move

forward. However, it is an absolute nonsense to think that you [Sitting suspended from 1 to 2 p.m.]

can make a political decision by having some sort of expert.
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SCHOOLS, INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC PROGRAMS QUESTION TIME

A petition signed by 2027 residents of South Australia,
requesting the house to urge the government to maintain
funding for the instrumental music service program and other
music programs, was presented by Dr McFetridge.

Petition received.

VICTIMS OF CRIME COMPENSATION

Mrs REDMOND (Heysen): Will the Attorney-General
explain why he rejected a request for an ex gratia payment for
a victim of date rape, when the government claims to want
to give better support to victims? The victim, Bridget
Lockyer—and | advise the house that Ms Lockyer has given

A petition signed by 787 residents of South Australia, re_permi_ssion for her name to be used—was encouraged to go
questing the house to urge the government to maintaifi” Crime Stoppers. Although a suspect was subsequently

funding to school swimming and aquatics programs, wadentified, the police did not believe they had enough
presented by Dr McFetridge. evidence to successfully prosecute. Nevertheless, the police

Petition received. were satlsf_led that the victim had been raped and was th_us a
victim of crime. They encouraged her to seek compensation.
South Australian law clearly states that ex gratia payments
can be made in the absence of a conviction, at the discretion

A petition signed by 626 residents of South Australia, re-Of the Attorney-General.
questing the house to urge the government to maintain TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): South

Active—Let's Go’ school sports program, was presented byfompensation schemes in this nation. When South Aus-
Dr McFetridge. tralians were the victims of the Bali bombings, we were the

Petition received. only state in the commonwealth to provide compensation for
the victims. Indeed, despite our pleas, the commonwealth
SCHOOL S, DENTAL PROGRAMS would not come to the party; that is, the commonwealth
Liberal government would not compensate the victims of the
A petition signed by 395 residents of South Australia, re-Bali bombings.
questing the house to urge the government to maintain Members interjecting:
funding to the School Dental Service program and reverse the The SPEAKER: Order!
decision to introduce a $35 fee for each course of dental care TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: It is true that where it has

SCHOOLS, AQUATICS PROGRAMS

SCHOOLS, SPORTSPROGRAMS

to children, was presented by Dr McFetridge. not been established in court—
Petition received. Mr Pisoni interjecting:
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Mr Speaker, could | object
SCHOOLS, SMALL SCHOOLSPROGRAM to the member for Unley wallowing in the gutter yet again in

this chamber?
A petition signed by 313 residents of South Australia, re- Members interjecting:
questing the house to urge the government to maintain TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: The member for Elder
funding to all schools that currently receive small schoolsaith. Where no crime has been established by a trial, there

grants, was presented by Dr McFetridge. is provision in the victims of crime legislation for the
Petition received. Attorney-General to make an ex gratia payment up to
$50 000. My advice from my staff is that | approve seven out
APOSSHOUSE of 10 of those applications. | am rather more generous in my

B ) ~use of the ex gratia discretion than the former attorney-

A petition signed by 41 members of the South Australiangeneral, of blessed memory, Trevor Griffin. The policy of the
community, requesting the house to cause the immediajgabor government on payments ex gratia under the Victims
relocation of APOSS House from 27 Lowe Street, Royabf Crime Act is far more generous than the policy of the

Park, was presented by Ms Chapman. previous (Liberal) government.
Petition received. Members interjecting:
The SPEAKER: Order!
PAPERSTABLED Members interjecting:
. . ) The SPEAK ER: Order!
The following papers were laid on the table: TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: With sexual assault

By the Minister for Health (Hon. J.D. Hill). allegations, one has to be very careful. Yesterday | moved in
Abortion Reporting Committee, South Australia—Report  this house two bills to make the criminal justice system treat

2005-06 -
Institute of Medical and Veterinary Science—Report alleged victims of rape and sexual assault far more generous

2005-06. ly than at any time in this state’s history.
Ms CHAPMAN: On a point of order, that is a bill before
VISITOR TO PARLIAMENT the house. It is not the subject of this answer.

The SPEAKER: There is no point of order. The Attor-
The SPEAKER: | draw to the attention of the house the ney-General has the floor.
presence in the chamber today of Amy King, of Noarlunga TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | think that is a most
Downs, who has been awarded a Rhodes Scholarship and wilhpleasant tactic of the member for Unley, to take a conjec-
head to Oxford University in October. She is the guest of theural individual case into the public domain for party political
member for Mawson. purposes.



1730 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Thursday 8 February 2007

Members interjecting: Mcfarlane, which I have plagiarised because | thought it was
The SPEAKER: Order! very good. The car was simultaneously unveiled in
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: It was the policy of the Melbourne and at the Chicago Automobile—
previous attorney-general (Mr Griffin) not to give reasons for  The Hon. I.F. Evans interjecting:
the refusal of an ex gratia payment. Needless to say, Iwould TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Yes, well, parliament was
be an irresponsible attorney-general to throw around $50 00Qtting. It is an outstanding decision by Holden’s. It will
at atime of taxpayers’ money in response to every allegatiognderpin and provide security for the Adelaide operations of

thatis made. General Motors-Holden’s for many years to come. The good
Members interjecting: . thing about this is that Denny Mooney—a very aggressive,
The SPEAKER: Order! That is enough. quality chief executive sent from the US—is building on the

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: The prosecutor decided not work of Peter Hanenberger, the former CEO. General Motors
to bring this matter to court, because he believed he could neiannot survive making cars only for the Australian market.
prove it by evidence. | have to be careful in awarding up tan fact, this could see as much as 50 per cent, if not more, of
$50 000 in taxpayers’ money to an alleged victim whereits production exported overseas, and that is the way this
police and prosecutors have not found there to be sufficierdompany will survive and grow into the future.

evidence even to bring the matter to a charge. The good thing for Elizabeth is that, although the engines
Members interjecting: are built in Victoria, the cars are assembled at Elizabeth, and
The SPEAKER: Order! | think for the work force at Elizabeth, as well as the automo-

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: One has to treat these tive component industry in our state, this is exciting news.
matters most carefully and most discreetly in order to avoigmportantly, it says that this country and this state do have a
re-victimising people. The member for Unley and thefyture in automotive manufacturing. We are subjected to the
member for Heysen want to bring this lady’s personalyressures of globalisation, and it is great to see companies

circumstances into the public domain. such as General Motors-Holden’s rising to the challenge and
Members interjecting: exporting cars back into the toughest and largest car market
The SPEAKER: Order! in the world, the United States.
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | believe it would be—
Mr Pisoni: She is a rape victim. A rape victim! VICTIMS OF CRIME COMPENSATION

The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for Unley.

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | believe it would be a sad MrsREDMOND (Heysen): My question is to the
day when the details of an alleged sexual assault, an alleg@dtorney-General, again referring to the same matter as my
rape, are canvassed in this house in great detail for thrst question. Why has the Attorney-General refused to give

political thrills of the Liberal opposition. reasons for his decision not to approve the ex gratia payment
when the victim has consented to such disclosure? The
HOLDEN Attorney claims he is not willing to explain his decision to

refuse the ex gratia payment on the basis that this will intrude
,on the victim’s privacy. However, the victim herself has
Sconsented to disclosure of the details. She has requested an
explanation as she feels it would allow her closure—and |
quote from her letter—'on a painful chapter of my life’.
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): It was

Mr KENYON (Newland): My question is to the Treasur-
er. What are the flow-on effects for the state of GM-Holden
new export deal to the United States?

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY (Treasurer): This morning |
attended an event in—

Dr McFetridge interjecting: : :

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Sorry? the invariable—

Dr McFetridge interjecting: Mr Pisoni interjecting: )
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Well, ask me a question about The SPEAKER: Order! The Attorney-General will take

it. This is about cars. his seat. The membe_r forUnley is t_respas_sing upon my good
An honourable member interjecting: nature. | am not going to warn him again. The Attorney-

The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: Can members have Pontiacs? G€neral has the call. o ,
No, in answer to the Liberal opposition, they cannot. They are  TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: It was the invariable policy
left-hand drives. | attended an event this morning with the?f the Liberal Party when it was last in government not to
Victorian Minister for Industry and State Development, thegive reasons for the refusal of an ex gratia payment. The
Hon. Theo Theophanous and the Hon. lan Macfarlane, theiberal government defended that policy stoutly throughout
federal Minister for Industry, Tourism and Resources afts termin office. Ith!nkthat it |sa'1jsen5|ble policy, particular-
which Mr Denny Mooney, Chairman and CEO of General'Y vv_here the matter is very sensitive. Just because an alleg_ed
Motors-Holden’s Australia, announced that GM is embarking/iCtim wants to put the details of an alleged sexual assaultin
upon a major export drive into the United States. the public domain—

Whilst it is not yet prepared to put exact numbers onit, the Members interjecting:
company hopes and believes that this will be its largest export The SPEAKER: Order!
market. At present, its largest export market is the Middle TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: —does not mean that
East to which it exports about 30 000 Commodores (renamegbliticians should assist in such an endeavour.
Luminas) and Calais. This market, it hopes, will be in excess
of 30 000. Some reports have put the vehicle numbers as high TOUR DOWN UNDER
as 50 000. It will be a left-hand drive Pontiac G8, which will
have significant changes to the body shape—perhaps to make Mr BIGNELL (Mawson): My guestion is to the Minister
it appear more like a muscle car for the world’s largestfor Tourism. What benefits has the recent Tour Down Under
muscle-car market. That is a quote from the Hon. larprovided for South Australian communities?
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TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Tour- members of this place to support major events which are
ism): | thank the member for Mawson for his question popular in our community, supported by local government—
because he, perhaps more than anybody else in this chamber,Members interjecting:
understands the intricacy of cycle racing and the inner The SPEAKER: Order!
workings of the peloton. The Tour Down Under is one ofthe  TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: —and supported
significant major events in this state, so | was somewhagenerally, and particularly it happens to be an event that we
disappointed to hear the comments of the member ddre promoting around the world because we would like to
Schubert, who would talk down an event which givesmake it a pro tour in the future, and | think that every South
volunteers, local communities and a whole range of businesxustralian should get behind it.
ses extraordinary opportunities in a month which has,
traditionally, been the low month in tourism in our state. In VICTIMS OF CRIME COMPENSATION
fact, | have to say that this year kicked off with more support,
more activity and more investment, despite some truly MrsREDMOND (Heysen): My question is again to the

difficult weather. Attorney-General and again on the topic of the rape victim.
Mr Bignell interjecting: Will the Attorney-General review his decision, or at least tell
The SPEAK ER: The member for Mawson will come to the victim, even in writing, the basis of his decision to deny
order. her an ex gratia payment?

TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: Despite the member TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General):
for Schubert's extraordinary assertions, this year we had mofdr Speaker, | have answered that question. It appears to me
teams than ever, with 14 teams, 112 riders and, for the firghat the Liberal policy has now changed from government to
time, the world’s most significant cycle team, CSC, which isopposition so that anyone who makes an allegation must
generally regarded as one of the top teams in the worldmmediately be given up to $50 000 from taxpayers’ money.
coming to South Australia. Indeed, this demonstrates that thé/ell, | am sorry, | cannot accept—
international cycling fraternity understands that the TDU is  Mr Williams: Out of the Victims of Crime Fund.
one of the major cycling events of the year. TheHon. M .J. ATKINSON: Where do you think the
This year the numbers were down to 355 000, although thenoney comes from?
weather was quite unpleasant, with torrential rain during Mr Williams: It comes from people who have been fined.
some parts of the race. Many of the local communitied put some in for driving too fast.
invested large amounts of money in making sure that the The SPEAKER: Order!
event was a stellar one generally. | have to say that | wentto TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: I find it astonishing that the
Mannum with some trepidation; in fact, | was rather anxiousnember for Unley can now enunciate this weird theology
because | was told that the member for Schubert was racinghereby Jesus of Nazareth taught that, whenever a govern-
in the celebrity race. The prospect of him in lycra made mement official is asked for money, he must write the cheque
most uneasy. However, the burghers of Mannum were savathmediately, anything else would be a derogation from
because, in fact, he wore a T-shirt and shorts, so it was n@hristian principles. Victims of crime funding goes principal-
quite as unpleasant as | might have expected. Mannum put ¢yto people who are proved to be victims of crime by dint of
a sterling event, with concerts, celebrity races and streef person being found guilty of a crime in our courts. We have
parties. Of course, the event brings much opportunity foprovision for an ex gratia payment where, for some reason,
restaurants, hotels and local operators. a conviction is not obtained or the person is found not guilty
On top of its being an elite cycling event, it also supportshy reason of insanity or automatism. Further, where a trial
health and healthy living by encouraging more people to takeesults in an acquittal or withdrawal of charges, | have a
up cycling. This year, 2 700 entered the Stirling to Victor discretion to make an ex gratia payment—
Harbor leg, with 600 in the Mutual Community Fun Tour,  Mrs Redmond interjecting:
which meant that more and more amateur fun cyclists are The SPEAKER: The member for Heysen will come to
entering. We know that we have a problem with obesity angrder!
good health, and cycling is one of the great sports for dealing The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: —and in the majority of
with that issue. cases | do. The member for Heysen talks about the police. My

I was particularly upset to hear the member for Schuberjdvice from the Victims of Crime Commissioner is that no-
say that we were lacking sponsorship. | have been told th@ne was ever charged.

we had 14 per cent more sponsorship than in 2006. However,

one should never let the facts get in the way of that sort of LOCAL GOVERNMENT

story. We also heard some fairly unpleasant messages about

one of our major sponsors in this state, Orlando Wyndham. Mr RAU (Enfield): Will the Minister for State/Local

In fact, again the member for Schubert was wrong, becaug@overnment Relations outline for the house what has been
itis still a sponsor of the tour. It may not be the naming rightsthe response of the local government sector to new financial
sponsor, but it still backs the event and has been very pleasedd accountability measures which came into force in
with the leverage and the opportunities it has had from it. SaJanuary?

itis very upsetting to find a local member talking down one  TheHon. J.M. RANKINE (Minister for State/L ocal

of the local businesses and suggesting that it is doing badi@overnment Relations): | thank the member for his question
out of the sponsorship. In fact, to have sponsorship rising, aand acknowledge his keen interest and commitment to the
| have been told, is quite an achievement in a year that haldcal government sector. We have entered a new era for local
the Commonwealth Games, Winter Olympics and FIFAgovernment in South Australia, an era that will provide for
World Cup. So to get such high sponsorship levels was a reatrutiny and accountability of councils to the communities
achievement. We calculate that $20 million of economichat they serve. | have been pleased that the local government
benefit went into South Australia. Above all, | would expectsector has recognised that change in the way councils do
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business was required. They have worked cooperatively witfihat was after a number of questions over some months as
the state government to identify how they could improve into where it was. The website has not been updated since
a number of ways, including financial sustainability andOctober 2006 and there have been no monthly updates for
transparency processes and, importantly, accountability dlovember, December or January.

councils to their communities. Indeed, the Local Government TheHon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Health): | would like
Association initiated, as we well know, its own independento think that | am a hands-on minister and that | keep in
inquiry into the financial sustainability of local government contact with all the things that happen in a three point
in South Australia. The Local Government Association hasomething or other billion dollar budget. However, | have to
been supportive of changes to the Local Government Act, arshy that updating computer science is not something that | do
many of these changes came into operation in January, as teectly. | am happy to find out for the member why the
member said. information that she is seeking has yet to be placed on the

They included requiring councils to publicly consult over site, but it is certainly our intention to make sure that that
a draft annual business plan for adopting their budgetnformation is made available.

Councils must prepare both long-term financial plans and

infrastructure and asset management plans. Councils have MOUNT GAMBIER, WATER FLUORIDATION

been advised that they must begin to develop these plans now o

that the act has been brought into operation, and they are MSTHOMPSON (Reynell): My question is to the
required to complete them within two years of the localMinister for Health.

government elections. Councils are also now required to Members interjecting:

make provisions for rate relief to provide eligible seniors with ~ The SPEAKER: Order! _

the opportunity to defer a portion of their rates over $500. MsTHOMPSON: Minister, will there be further
Importantly, under the changes to the act, each council €0Mmunity consultation about fluoridating Mount Gambier’§
required to have an audit committee with a membership ofifinking water, and what is the state government’s role in
three to five people, one of whom must not be a member dflation to this issue?

council and who has financial experience relevant to the TheHon. |.F. Evans: Check the press release that went
functions of an audit committee. out.

As a result of discussions that | had with the Auditor- TheHon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Health): | thank the
General late last year, and in consultation with his office andnember for Reynell for her question, and | also acknowledge
the Local Government Association, new measures have beéhg interjection by the Leader of the Opposition. | am not sure
put in place directed at further improving the independencéhat all members of parliament read every one of my press
of council auditors. Councillors are prohibited from hiring releases in great detail. I know that members on this side
their external auditor for any other work outside the scope oprobably do so, but | am not sure that everyone does.
their audit functions. These are just a few of the measures, tHduoridating drinking water is one of the most effective ways
aim of which is to assist local government to improveOf preventing dental decay. As a public health protection, it
professionalism and transparency in the way in which it doe!$ listed as one of the top ten public achievements of the
business. In addition, the Local Government Association i20th century by the US Centre for Disease Control and

currently in the process of consulting with councils on a widePrevention. Itis right up there with vaccination and tobacco
range of initiatives, which | am confident will build further control. It is because of this public health benefit that state

on these new provisions which we have put in place. It i$abinet decided way back in 1968 to fluoridate Adelaide’s
pleasing to have the sector willing to work with governmentdrinking water, and that occurred in 1971. Some members
to identify and implement measures that continue to liftmay remember the great debate that occurred in Australia at
standards and build community confidence. We alway#he time of fluoridation. There are a few of us who can
welcome ideas about how we can ensure that councikgmember that.

function in a professional and accountable way that ensures TheHon. M.J. Atkinson: The League of Rights was right

that residents have confidence in their local councils. into it.
TheHon.J.D.HILL: The League of Rights, as my
ELECTIVE SURGERY BULLETINS colleague says, was right into it. In 1983 state cabinet took

a decision to progressively fluoridate country areas. Today

MsCHAPMAN (Deputy Leader of the Opposition):  there is only one major city in South Australia that does not
My question is to the Minister for Health. Why hasn’t the have fluoridated water and that is the city of Mount Gambier.
minister now updated on the department's website the TheHon. R.J. McEwen: A great shame.
monthly elective surgery bulletins for over three months? TheHon. J.D. HILL: As my colleague says, that is a
South Australians have been waiting for the accurate up-tagyreat shame. Other major regional centres have been treated
date monthly information about the elective surgery performwith fluoride as water filtration plants have been installed.
ance in public hospitals with respect to waiting lists sinceSince Mount Gambier's water from the Blue Lake does not
17 June 2005 when, during the estimates committeeheed such treatment, the fluoridation process there has yetto
Mr Stubbs, the Executive Director, Health System Manageeccur. However, moves to fluoridate Mount Gambier's
ment, stated: drinking water have long been discussed. A public meeting,

We will shortly be able to have available to the public an interetfor example, was held in Mount Gambier on 8 July 2005 as
site showing progress in elective surgery, and we could update gpart of the consultation process for the development of an oral
amonthly basis. health plan which includes fluoridating water. Invitations
On 5 December 2006, the minister told parliament that hevere sent to all local councils, amongst others, and the
was now providing month-by-month information. He said: meeting was prominently advertisedlihe Border Watcland

On the website now is the performance data from September th@N local radio. A subsequent article in thiee Border Watch
year and | understand the October data will be uploaded soon. correctly reported that the issue of water fluoridation for
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Mount Gambier was discussed at the meeting. A number afot act to protect this child and why she had to go through the
organisations made submissions following these meeting&amily Court in order to protect her grandchild at a cost of
While the Mount Gambier council did not, other local $16 000—

councils, including the council of Grant, did provide a The SPEAKER: Order! The deputy leader will come to
submission to the state oral health plan expressing concegjider. | think the explanation went far beyond an explanation
about high decay rates in the area. The South-East Regiongltficient to explain the question; it was really in the nature
Health Service called for water fluoridation. The national Orabf a grievance_ | will be far stricter if members abuse the
health plan that has now been adopted supports the fluoridgranting of leave to make explanations; I will simply not give
tion of water supplies for centres with a thousand residentgave. | call the Minister for Families and Communities.

ormore. TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL (Minister for Families

A series of scientific studies has proven that quoridatiorbnd Communities): | thank the honourable member for her

improves oral health, particularly for children. As a result quuestion. Of necessity, when a member comes to this place

the lack of fluoride in Mount Gambier’s water, we know tha?on behalf of one party in a family relationship, they tend not

children there have significantly more dental decay than '.rL'mnaturaIIy to present one part of the picture. This is consis-
. li’ently the pattern. We have questions of this sort laid out in
N:ﬂt'jm ng:glerRhadl 40dpeL cent mtore. dﬁnta[ddticgy _It_uaﬂwis house which create a generally bad impression about the
chiiaren in the Riveriand where waler IS fluoridated. The gencies that are charged with the responsibility of undertak-
comparison is even starker when compared with the orqig these investigations. Of course, | have one arm tied
health of children in Adelaide. While some people have madgqy,i my hack because | am unable to respond in a way that
claims about the risk of fluoridation, these claims are no dentifies the family because we are trying to protect the
SCerntIfI(r:]ally 'tprov.et.n. In(fjeed, everly Tﬁjor pUb"f heallihinterests of the young person involved. Indeed, the details that
reform has II:bS If” IeS— olr examp e’t € move to Ta .tehave been disclosed now probably go perilously close to
wearing seatbells compuisory In motor cars was met with entifying the family in question. It is not our policy. The

opposition—but governments have to act in the publiqe islative policy is that we do not publicly discuss these
interest and do what they know to be right. isgues policy P y

Itis for this reason that my department has written to SA . .
y Cep The trade-off for doing that is that we have a plethora of

Water to request consideration of a proposal to fluoridate » . X .
Mount Gambier's water supply. Now that SA Water hasaccountablllty bodies that supervise the role of Families SA.
: hese public servants are the most scrutinised public servants

approval from the Department of Health, their process id
currently under way, and bodies such as the local council wi n the face of the planet. They have the Health and

be further consulted. | am pleased to note that the member f Ommulf“Fy Ssrvi_cesCOmbLgdsmar:\,_the Child DI?éh and
MacKillop is supportive of water supplies across the regiorP"10US Injury Review Committee, their own internal Adverse
being treated with fluoride. ncidents Committee, the Special Investigations Unit, and

Members interjecting: they also have the Mullighan inquiry, which is presently
TheHon. J.D. HILL: I should say the member for Mount reviewing their work.

Gambier is equally supportive. Ms Chapman interjecting:
The SPEAKER: Order!
FAMILIES SA TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL: We have just had a

o Layton inquiry that went for 12 months at the cost of
MsCHAPMAN (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): 1 nijlion ‘and in relation to all of these inquiries there has

My question is to the Minister for Families and Communities.been a consistent view that it is not the diligence and the

Why did Families SA not investigate any allegations mad%)rofessionalism of the child protection workers who under-
by a grandmothey over a f.°UF'yeaf pe.rlod that.her youngaie their work that has been in question, rather it has been
grandson was serlogsly at risk if he continued to 'I|ve with h'sthe failing of governments not to support those workers. | am
drug-affected and V|0Ier_1'_[ mother? | have been '”fo"’.‘ed b roud to say this government has provided the resources to
agrandmother that Families SA repeatedly refused to investiy .+ these workers to carry out their very difficult task and
gate her concemns that her young grapdson was at risk. T ake conscientious judgments about doing that. | will look
mother of the boy has a substantial history of drug use angly, s’ harticular matter, if the honourable member will
anorexia, criminal offences, police detention, and financi upply me with a few moré details to identify them privately:
and domestic violence problems, and the grandmother h%ﬁ\d | will investigate this matter further. On so many’
been contacting Families SA in relation to the safety of heB casions the member has come in here and created an

grandson since January 2003, with reports to Families SA ang, ,essjon which proves to be entirely false when the matter
the child abuse hotline escalating through to 2006. is Sroperly investigated. y

Pleas for assistance by the grandmother on 14 September,
21 September and 28 September were not acted upon. In
October 2006 the child’s mother told the grandmother that the CABINET SOLIDARITY

boy had been abducted from his mother’s care 24 hours The Hon. I.F. EVANS (L eader of the Opposition): My

reviously. The grandmother again took care of hergrandson .~ . o . .
\?vho Was)éiirty a?ld inan extren?ely distressed stateg Furthepuestion is to the Minister for the City of Adelaide. Why does
’ e minister think she deserves special treatment by request-

the grandmother advised me that his unusual behaviour ov

the following fortnight suggested that he had been sexuall§'d €X€mption from cabinet solidarity on the Victoria Park
abused, on the advice given to her. The grandmother, aft ?development when no other Labor minister in Labor Party

going into hiding with her grandson, has now been grante istory has been granted this special tregtment?
interim custody by the Family Court. The grandmother has TheHon. K.O. FOLEY (Deputy Premier): Well—
written to the minister, asking him why his department did Mr WILLIAMS: A point of order, Mr Speaker.
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The SPEAKER: If the point of order is about which The SPEAKER: Order! We will proceed with this in an
minister gets up to answer the question, it is not a point obrderly manner.

order. Is that your point of order? Members interjecting:
Mr WILLIAMS: In this case, | think— The SPEAKER: Order! | inform the member for
The SPEAKER: No, there is no point of order. Any Schubert, the deputy leader and the Deputy Premier that we
minister— will proceed with this matter—
Members interjecting: Members interjecting:
The SPEAKER: Order! | do not require— The SPEAKER: Order! Goodness me, | am on my feet.
Members interjecting: | expect some respect from members on both sides. We will

The SPEAK ER: Order! | do not require the assistance of Proceed with this in an orderly manner. The member for
members on my right. Any minister can rise to answer anWIacKHIop_has given to me in writing his motion of dissent.
question on behalf of the government and that has beenlg the motion seconded? )
longstanding practice of all governments on both sides, Honourable members: Yes, sir. _ _
including previous Liberal governments. The Deputy TheSPEAKER: Does the member for MacKillop wish

Premier. to speak to the motion?
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Thank you, sir. | mustsay that ~ Mr WILLIAMS: Yes, sir.

the reason | am answering this question— Members interjecting: _
Members interjecting: The SPEAKER: Order! The member for MacKillop.
The SPEAK ER: Order! The member for MacKillop will Mr WILLIAMS: Thank you, Mr Speaker. The reason |

take his seat. Points of order are not an opportunity to engagéve taken this action is that as I sit in this house | lament the
in debate with the Speaker. | take it that your point of ordefoWering of the standards of this place. _
was about the Deputy Premier answering the question; is that 11€Hon. PF. Conlon: He said you are lowering the

correct? standards, sir. He is reflecting on the chair.
Mr WILLIAMS: That was my original point of order. Mr WILLIAMS: I may well reflect on you in a moment,
The SPEAK ER: My ruling is that the Deputy Premieris Palrick. Itis often said that the quality of a government often
able to answer the question. is forced by the quality of an opposition. The quality of
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Point of clarification. ©Ppositionis often dictated by the ability of the opposition to
Mr Speaker. ' doits work. To do its work, one of the important roles of the
The SPEAK ER: The Leader of the Opposition. opposition is to keep the government accountable by asking

TheHon. |.[E. EVANS: Given that the cabinet has taken guestions and getting answers to the questions asked. One of

a decision that in relation to this matter the minister is exempwo?/eprrr?rl;lgnmtsng]vi[rvéiSV?/\é?sht?g 'nutgftigﬁgogggno}stﬁzat ﬁgﬁ)_
from cabinet solidarity and can stand outside of cabinet, of ms we have in cettin answgrs o uéstions is thaF: no
what basis can another cabinet minister answer the questi Y 9 9 q

in relation to this issue when cabinet does not have the sanﬁgIniSter in this government is willing to take responsibility
view on this issue? either for their own actions or for the collective actions of the

Members interjecting: government. They duck and weave and hide continuously. To

The SPEAKER: Order! The Leader of the Opposition give an example, only a few weeks ago the minister respon-

. . . ' . _sible for introducing tougher water restrictions here in
will resume his seat. | have already given my ruling. Itis a

. X . . > “Adelaide flouted his own restrictions. Before this government
longstanding practice. There is nothing new about my ruling
and | will not have members speaking over me. | will not
engage in debate on this matter. If members wish to mov:
dissent, they are free to do so. The Deputy Premier.

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: The reason | am answering this
question is that the minister is not responsible for Wha§
cabinet may—

Mr WILLIAMS: Mr Speaker—

Members interjecting:

The SPEAKER: Order! The member for MacKillop.

tame back into the parliament he was stripped of those
responsibilities so that, if and when he was asked a question
egarding that matter, someone else would stand up and say,
‘I'm now the minister for that: I'll take responsibility for it.’

It happens all the time, and | understand that there is a
ong-held convention that any minister should be able to
speak on behalf of the government, and that is what the
principle of cabinet solidarity is all about. That is one of the
fundamentals of our parliamentary system. That is one of the
fundamentals of representative democracy and one of the
, fundamentals that we in this state have embraced. It is known

SPEAKER’SRULING, DISSENT as responsible government. Ministers are responsible to the
; . . parliament, collectively or individually. The reality with
Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop): | move: regard to the matter that is the subject of the question that has
been put to the member for Adelaide, the minister for, among
Members interjecting: other things, the capital city of Adelaide, is that on this

The SPEAKER: Order! If the member for MacKillop  particular matter cabinet has broken ranks.
wishes to move dissent, he must place itin writing and bring  This particular minister has decided, and achieved the
it to the table. approval of her cabinet colleagues, to do away with that long-

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: The reason that | chose to held convention that is one of the very bases of our demo-
answer the question, sir, is that the Premier is the chair afratic system and the institution of this parliament. | would
cabinet. The Premier makes the decision as to whether— therefore argue that the convention that any other minister

The SPEAKER: Order! The Deputy Premier will have can give an answer, ostensibly on behalf of cabinet, should
to take his seat. We need to proceed with the dissent moticaiso be put aside in this instance, because this particular
before we can proceed with question time. minister we know is at odds with the rest of her cabinet

Members interjecting: colleagues. We know that she does not agree with the rest of

That the Speaker’s ruling be disagreed to.
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her cabinet colleagues. How, therefore, can the opposition dchairs cabinet. However, any member of cabinet could give
its job in questioning the minister when all we are going tothat answer.

getis an answer from people who do not share her view? This The truth is that the opposition wanted to defy the chair’s
is akin to the situation where we have a majority report anduling. Can | say that members opposite come perilously
a minority report. close to reflecting on the Speaker himself when they talk

This minister is the author of the minority report and weabout standards being lowered. Members talk about standards
wish to question the minister about her thoughts, her motiveand cabinet solidarity, but it was very simple in my time on
and her aspirations as expressed in the minority report. Hothat side of the chamber. | did not worry about these things
on earth can we perform as an opposition if the answers tbecause they turned up in my pigeon hole—cabinet, cabinet
our questions about the minority report are going to besubcommittee, minutes and underlined bits from your former
answered by a minister who is the author of the majoritycabinet ministers in case | missed them.
report? The reality is that | would contend to the house that So, do not come to this place, talk about standards and
your ruling, notwithstanding that under normal circumstanceshen reflect on the fairest Speaker | have seen in this place in
it would be the correct ruling, in this particular situation andmy time because you do not like the rules that have applied
these particular circumstances | believe is the incorrect rulingas long as anyone remembers. | will just say this: someone
on the other side put up their hand—anyone—if they can
remember a ruling other than this on this issue? Come on, one
of you. Graham, you have been here longer than electric light.

Members interjecting: Graham, can you remember it?

TheHon. P.F. CONLON: | would love to have heard the Members interjecting:
former speaker, the Hon. Graham Gunn, on this matter. | The SPEAKER: Order!
would like him to stand up with a straight face and say that Ms Chapman interjecting:
the ruling is not correct. | would like the former speaker of  The SPEAKER: The deputy leader will come to order!
the house, the Hon. Graham Gunn, to stand up and say that The Hon. PF. CONL ON: Mr Speaker, | close by saying
the ruling is not correct, because it is manifest to anyone whehat not only have you made the correct ruling but you would
has been here longer than five minutes—and certainly wouldave been wrong to make any other. You were not free to
be to the father of the house—that the ruling is not onlymake any other, because the precedents of the house demand
correct but incontestable. Nothing speaks more eloquently fahe ruling that you made.
that than the fact that the member for MacKillop cannotgive  Members interjecting:
one jot, one iota, of precedence—no reference to a standing The SPEAKER: Order! It has always been the practice
order, nothing from Erskine May— for the Speaker to allow the government to decide which

Members interjecting: minister answers a particular question. In my time in this

The SPEAKER: Order! place all speakers with whom | have had the pleasure to be

TheHon. PF. CONLON: —to support the notion that— in this parliament—former speakers Oswald, Lewis and

Members interjecting: Such—have refused to direct which minister answers a

TheHon. PF. CONLON: | must say that, not having any particular question. That has always been the case under
argument will not win it, and hectoring when they hear aprevious speakers. | am sure that there were plenty of times
sensible argument will not help them, either, because— when speaker Gunn also refused to direct which minister had

Mr Williams interjecting: to answer a question.

TheHon. P.F. CONLON: | know, but this is your There are good reasons for not requiring the Speaker to
guestion time, so | have all the time in the world. What wemake decisions about which minister has responsibility for
are seeing here is an opposition that has failed so abjectly thésparticular area, the main one being that it is the government
week that they will do anything to avoid asking questionsthat allocates portfolios, not the Speaker. To expect the
because the answers never suit them. That is why the LeadBpeaker to second-guess which areas of responsibility a
of the Opposition, in somewhat frantic desperation, saidparticular minister has would just be silly. Those are the
‘Move dissent, move dissent’, because there is absolutely n@asons for my ruling, that | cannot direct the Minister for
prospect of success. If one member of this house can point Tourism to answer a particular question and that the Deputy
one single precedent which would speak against your rulindRremier is perfectly within his rights in answering the
sir, | would like to hear it. Not only that, but | will address the question.
guff that was put forward that this is a rare occasion. The house divided on the motion:

TheHon. P.F. CONLON (Minister for Transport):
Ordinarily—

In fact, if there was ever an occasion when the appropriate
minister to answer this was the Premier or the Acting
Premier, it is this. The question was: why was the person
given an exemption from the ordinary course of conduct? The

AYES (14)
Chapman, V. A. Evans, I. F.
Goldsworthy, M. R. Gunn, G. M.
Hamilton-Smith, M. L. J. Kerin, R. G.

most appropriate— McFetridge, D. Pederick, A. S.
An honourable member interjecting: Penfold, E. M. Pengilly, M.
TheHon. PF. CONLON: Well, | have to say that is what Pisoni, D. G. Redmond, I. M.
I heard. We will go back to thelansard The most appropri- Venning, I. H. Williams, M. R. (teller)
ate person to tell members opposite why cabinet rules might NOES (27)
have been changed is the person in charge of cabinet. That  Atkinson, M. J. Bedford, F. E.
person not being here, it is the person acting in charge of Bignell, L. W. K. Caica, P.
cabinet who would have told members opposite that cabinet Ciccarello, V. Conlon, P. F. (teller)
decided that that would be the case—that cabinet made avery  Foley, K. O. Fox, C. C.
clear decision that that would be the case. The most appropri-  Geraghty, R. K. Hanna, K.
ate person to answer it would have been the person who Hill, J. D. Kenyon, T. R.
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NOES (cont.) The SPEAKER: Order!
Key, S. W. Koutsantonis, T.
Lomax-Smith, J. D. McEwen, R. J.
O’Brien, M. F. Piccolo, T. PETROL SNIFFING
Portolesi, G. Rankine, J. M. . . )
Rau. J.R. Simmons. L. A. MsSIMMONS (Morialta): My question is to the
Ste\;ens, L. Thompso’n, M. G. Minister for Aboriginal Affairs and Reconciliation. What is
Weatherill, J. W. White, P. L. the significance of the results of the recently conducted petrol
Wright, M. J. sniffing survey by the Nganampa Health Council on the APY
PAIR lands?
Griffiths, S. P. ~ Rann, M. D. TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL (Minister for Abo-
Majority of 13 for the noes. riginal Affairs and Reconciliation): The results of the
Motion thus negatived. independent survey carried out by Nganampa Health were
very pleasing. We found a 60 per cent reduction in petrol
QUESTION TIME sniffing on the lands from the same time in around 2005, and

that was on top of a 20 per cent reduction on the year before.
However, there are two other statistics which | think will be
CABINET SOLIDARITY very gratifying for people who were appalled by the scourge
. . of petrol sniffing that we have all been sad to witness on the
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY (Deputy Pre"."ef)- Sir, 1 will . #ands and they are these. Of the 70 people who were noted as
answer the question. Quite simply, acting for the chair o

cabinet who is currently in Canberra it is appropriate that lsniffin_g in the past 12 months, half of them ha_ve _bgen
described as not sniffing for some time or having quit sniffing

answer the question. However, as | said, whether the min.iSt%mpletely; and 96 per cent of people who were considered
sought permission or whether it was given, it was certalnl){o be heavy sniffers had decreased their sniffing. So, in 2006
a lot different from under the former Liberal government4 per cent of people on the APY lands were .regz,irded as’

\;Vt;%?];?s'?ésntte E;\;Vigu'ld Olﬁgg Vr\gtggi\ljégng pﬁgggi'gl? \z/ivthzﬁlsl,t(:h eavy sniffers—and the largest reductions in sniffing were
: P 5n some of the largest communities.

cabinet meeting was still sitting. The minister left cabinet, got
on the phone to me and leaked to me and then went back into Dr McFetridge: Marijuana.

cabinet. That is what happened under the Libs. TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL: The member for
TheHon. PF. Conlon: 1 had a bloke pull a hamstring Morphett interjected ‘marijuana’. Itis true that there are high
racing across the road to.me. levels of marijuana use and, indeed, alcohol abuse on the
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY' Yes, that M.P v_vho ran across the_ lands. That is of concern and, of course, we need to address
road to tell you somet.hlng. | mean, fair dlnkum.. Thg ISSU@ I e underlying issues that are at the heart of these questions.
question here is that, indeed, from my recollection, it was th owever, one only needs to understand the damage to young

Premier who chose to allow the Minister for the City of ; : : By
. . L eople’s brains that is caused by petrol sniffing to know that
Adelaide and recommended to cabinet that the Minister fo his is a very substantial step forward.

the City of Adelaide be able to put a clarifying statement to
the media in respect of her position by the rules of cabinet. There are many explanations for why we have been able
That was duly noted in the cabinet submission and, from myo achieve this in a relatively short period but | think that,
recollection, at my press conference | was the one whéundamentally, it is about the strength of the community. The
revealed it. Every step of cabinet procedure was followedcommunity now feels that there is a point in saying no to
Proper procedure was followed. Cabinet is its own decisiopetrol sniffing; there is a point in seeking to stop their young
making body. Cabinet makes its rules and cabinet made a rufgeople from engaging in petrol sniffing. There is help, and
that was endorsed by the cabinet to allow a statement to libat is the part for which we have been responsible. We are
attributed to the member for Adelaide. attending to the things that have not been attended to in the

However, as | said, when it comes to cabinet solidaritypast: reducing the supply, the rolling out of Opal fuel, the
when it comes to the fiduciary duty of members of thepenalties for petrol sniffers, the increased police presence, the
cabinet, | am proud of this government. | am proud of thehope for young people, places to go, things to do and youth
way we conduct ourselves, unlike the shabby lot opposit#orkers on the lands. However, more than anything else, the
who leaked from cabinet week in and week out. They rangpeople on the lands turn to these substances and abuse them
us; they wrote to us; they sent us letters; they ran across roaligcause of despair, and now we are beginning to see the first
to us; and they met us in the dark of night. The Premier hagigns of hope.
to check whether he had a tail on him one night. | had a water
contract given to me. At the end of the day, sir—

The Hon. PF. Conlon: They used to check to make sure CABINET SOLIDARITY
that it had been delivered. ‘Now, you did you get it, didn’t
you,’ they would say.

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: ‘Did you get that thing I leftin

TheHon. |.F. EVANS (Davenport): My question is
again to the Minister for the City of Adelaide. Did the

your letterbox. Do you know what that actually means? | minister threaten to resi_gr_l from cabinet over th?) Victoria

means this, this and this.’ Two Liberal premiers were brough ark redevelopment decision and, if not, why not

down in this state—Premier Brown and Premier Olsen. Both  TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for the City

of them were brought down by continual leaking from theirof Adelaide): | have to say that | know my predecessor in

cabinets. this seat decided to cut and run and go to Bragg, but | do not
Members interjecting: think that that is my style.
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SASI TALENT SEARCH PROGRAM The SPEAKER: There is no point of order. There is no
standing order about relevance. The standing order says that
MsCICCARELLO (Norwood): My question is to the the minister must answer the substance of the question. The
Minister for Recreation, Sport and Racing. What is the Soutiminister has barely begun his answer, so | cannot see how we
Australian Sports Institute doing to identify potential future could question that. The Deputy Premier.
sports stars from the rich pool of talent in South Australia? TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: So | assume from the rapid
TheHon.M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Recreation, endorsement of this project by a senior member of the
Sport and Racing): The South Australian Sports Institute opposition that the Liberals were lock stock behind this
plays a pivotal role in assisting young South Australians t@roject. Are you now suggesting to me that you are not?
pursue an elite sporting career through the identification and  Members interjecting:

development of talented young athletes. Through the TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: If you want to make play of
coordination and management of 17 sports programs at thision on this side, what is the division on your side? Are
institute over 400 young people, from development level,oy for the project or against the project?

athletes to elite international and Olympic Games athletes, are \jembers interjecting:

given the opportunity to train and develop skills in their TheHon. K.O. EOLEY: The member for Adelaide has

chosen sport. Every year the SASI talent search tea ad a long-held view about that project. It is now public
working predominantly with high schools, conducts ataler?{Enowledge that she argued that position Within cabinet
identification program to identify potential elite athletes to ST Y '
join talent development programs in selected major Olympic  M€MPers interjecting:
sports. TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: And, yes, perhaps for the

I understand that, throughout 2006, over 7 000 high scho%emb?r for Adelaide it is fc.)rtu[tous that the Leader of th‘?
aged students have been tested in this program, and over 498P0sition has kept repeating it so that no-one could be in

young people have been identified and invited to joinany doubt about what the views were of the member for

; elaide. As a cabinet the Premier took a decision, fully
development programs. Over the years, this program has beéljpported by his colleagues, no division, that what the

very successful in assisting young athletes to achieve nationd ember for Adelaide noted on the cabinet submission was

nd international results. In th 12 months alone, 4 . o .
and international results the past onths alone, er position and that that position could be made public. That

graduates of the talent search program were inducted in th ii fthi ¢ But what we have tod
SASI scholarship sports programs, and 15 talent seardfi "€ Position of this government. But what we have today
what the Liberals always do. They are now looking for

gralijgates vtv;z retselecfte?h|ntjusr;\%r|,o ' se(rijrAl:stfllatn t:?a,mv?\iays to undermine the project. What | want the Leader of the
mostlrse\(l:vgr:tjt):ni(())rr\]/:;O?Id c%ampior? ggcchgga Palurr?er?(:/?hsoOppOSition o do today is not question whether or not the
incidentally, was identified at Henley High School and whodo e ent supphqrts this project, butdoes the Ler?der ofthe
was a netballer but turned out to be a volleyballer, | think,ololoOSItIOn give this project 100 per cent support:

after this identification program), created Australian volley-
ball history by securing our first ever world championship UPPER SPENCER GULF HEAVY INDUSTRY

gold medal at any level of the sport at the 2006 Under 19 1\ o'BRIEN (Napier): My question is to the Minister

Beach Volleyball World Championships in Bermuda. for Employment, Training and Further Education. What is the

In 2005-06, as in previous years, the government, througfovernment doing to increase employment opportunities for

grants programs, distributed $125 000 to talented youngstetigpper Spencer Gulf?
Some 207 athletes from over 30 different sports were s:electedp-l-he Hon.P.CAICA (Minister for Employment

to receive individual grants to assist with training andyy gining and Further Education): | thank the honourable
competition expenses and n their development as elite Ie\{ﬁ\ember for his question, his very important question about
athletes. SASI celebrates its 25th year this year and il jobs for local people. The state government through its
continue to play an important role in the identification andsq,th Australia works programs contributed more than half
development of young South Australian athletes. a million dollars to the Goal 100 project. The Goal 100
project is a highly successful employment initiative that
CABINET SOLIDARITY provides industry specific training, strong mentoring support

. and guaranteed jobs. That is guaranteed jobs in the heavy
TheHon. |.F. EVANS(Leader of theOpposition): My I
question again is to the Minister for the City of Adelaide. If industry sector specifically for local people who are out of

h g . : b . he Victoria P work or out of school. It was launched in Whyalla last year
the minister is serious about stopping the Victoria Park i the goal of delivering 100 jobs to local people over the
redevelopment, why will the minister not put the maximum

. course of a year. The Goal 100 project involved a partner-
pressure on her own government to cancel the project bghip—and this is critical—between SA Works, One Steel,

resigning from cabinet? BHP Billiton, the Whyalla City Council, the Whyalla
Members interjecting: Economic Development Board, the Bungala community, and
The SPEAKER: Order! other key local industries.
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY (Deputy Premier): The shadow | recently attended the first graduation for Goal 100 and

minister for sport, the former leader and former premier, the am delighted that 75 people have already gained employ-
member for Frome, could not endorse this project quicklyment from the program and, in the main, through the heavy
enough, and |, as the minister responsible for this project—industry sector, with One Steel being the major employer. At
Mr WILLIAMS: On a point of order, Mr Speaker, as to the launch | saw these many young men from the Learn to
relevance. There is no relevance to the question that wdsarn program who—and they will not mind me saying it,
asked. because | spoke with them after the graduation—had
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difficulty at the stage of the launch even engaging you in such AUSTRALIAN SKILLSRECOGNITION
a way that they were capable of looking you in the eye. INFORMATION WEBSITE

This program had a focus on specific mentoring to teach . - .
these yoﬁlng men and women theirpown self-worth agnd to give Mr PICCOL O (Light): Can the Minister for Multicultur-
them self-esteem. It has been an outstanding effort by a groufé Affairs inform the house of details of the recent launch of
of people that has resulted in outstanding outcomes for thedd® Australian Skills Recognition Information website and the
young people and, indeed, an outstanding outcome fdgtdvantages it will bring to our state? ,

Whyalla and South Australia. | congratulate the member for _ TheHon.M.J. ATKINSON (Minister for Multicultural
Giles, who has been actively involved in this program and irf\ffairs): 1 am pleased to advise that after lobbying from the
promoting employment opportunities for the people in hefRann government, the commonwealth has launched an
electorate. | thank her for her support of this project. Notnnovative website that assists new migrants in having their
surprisingly, this project has attracted a high level of interesgkills and qualifications recognised. The launch came after
throughout Australia because of its unique nature. It is &€ @ppointment of a national working group on overseas
successful approach to work force development and a mod@palifications which was chaired by someone from our state
that engages the long-term unemployed and helps them &d Which recommended the development of the website
move towards and into areas that industry demands. | knofationally. The new Australian Skills Recognition Informa-

that the opposition will fully support this program and otherstion website provides information that facilitates contact with
that we will explore. assessment, licensing and registration organisations in South

. Australia and other states and territories. Access to informa-
The Goal 100 project, conducted through TAFE SAion ahout skills recognition pathways is one of the barriers

Regional, provided_participa_nts \_/vith an intensive 20-weekn st ethnic community groups face, and we hope this will
program of accredited training in literacy and numeracyg|jeyiate the situation. Nearly 500 skilled occupations are
mechanical reasoning qnd electrical training. The participant§isied on the website. Under the state population policy the
as | have already mentioned, undertook a personal develogrann government has set up an overseas qualifications

ment program and received one-to-one mentoring, and thegserence group to identify barriers to recognition and provide
participated in work site placements and industry skills visitSye commendations for improvement.

Given the project’s outstanding success, | confirm that a new

phase of the project has already commenced. This wil[l1e
provide an opportunity for a further 100 local unemployed
people within the region to win jobs in this expanding sector
There are exciting times ahead for South Australia and wi
must make sure that everyone enjoys and gains from the

The adoption of these recommendations has resulted in

w and expanded skills recognition support services and

trade recognition support services. The government continues

to work to attract new migrants to South Australia. It is vital
at, when migrants arrive, the skills and qualifications they

- : . %‘?ing are utilised as quickly as possible. We do not want to

opportunities and that they can be part of this prosperity. Ajo et the tragedies of the late 1940s and late 1950s, when

part Qf the selection process, DFEEST will identify neWhigth skilled people from central and eastern Europe were

participants for other labour market programs that are rujnaple to practice their vocation in Australia. We must

through the state government's SA Works. continually strive to ensure that our state derives maximum
The key to the success of Goal 100 is the strong partnebenefit from its most valuable resource—its qualified and

ships being forged by DFEEST with OneSteel and other kegkilled people.

industries, local communities and the commonwealth

government. | pay tribute to OneSteel's commitment to

ensure that there are local jobs for local people; they have

been outstanding in this program. These partnerships are

crucial in responding to work force development demands.

| commend the staff of DFEEST for their excellent work and ELECTIVE SURGERY BULLETINS
I also commend all those people who have been involved in
this outstanding project. TheHon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Health): | seek leave

to make a ministerial statement.

Leave granted.

TheHon. J.D. HILL: In question time today, the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition asked me a question about elective
figures and the publication of those figures on the internet

there any other issues such as the proposed development%éet' \(/aV:r h:r\]/g Ib:rinagtjlibsl:as(;“trr]]%tﬂt]hGefggret):n?bn:reﬁssggr\?vgi
the Le Cornu site for which the minister has sought, or will year, p 9

. - : ublished at the beginning of December, the October figures
iggﬁ;estpsicl:;g\;:ggtment again through the exemption frOr\%"\/ere published towards the end of December, and the

November figures will be published in the next few days. |
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY (Deputy Premier): CanImake point out to the member that there will always be a gap of a

a very important point: the decision of cabinet was to allowcouple of months between the month finishing and the

the minister to make a statement on this matter and thigeporting of those figures because they obviously have to be

matter alone. In fact, as | said, and | cannot speak for thehecked by the departmental officers.

Premier, but my recollection is that the option of making a

clarifying position was offered to the minister and she did not E. COLI OUTBREAK

seek it. That is my recollection of what occurred, and that was

the decision of the Premier and the cabinet to afford the TheHon.J.D.HILL (Minister for Health): | seek leave

minister that courtesy on this issue alone. to make a ministerial statement.

CABINET SOLIDARITY

TheHon. |.F. EVANS(L eader of the Opposition): My
question is again to the Minister for the City of Adelaide. Are
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Leave granted. closing off of water bodies from the main River Murray

TheHon. J.D. HILL: During question time yesterday and channel. The minister indicated that 27 regulated wetlands
in the media today, the member for Bragg claimed that propdnad been closed, providing savings of 14 gigalitres in reduced
processes were not followed in relation to a recent investigaevaporation. Another eight water bodies are under investiga-
tion into cases of E. coli. For the record, | inform the housetion for temporary closure, including Lake Bonney at
and the member who asked me this question yesterday thBarmera, not to be confused with Lake Bonney in the South-
local councils were notified of this E. coli warning, as wereEast. It has been reported in the media that a member in
GPs, on 25 January. another place made some statements about Lake Bonney. |

Itis important that the house understands why a warningm advised that those comments are misinformed and only
was issued in this instance. A warning was issued becauserve to make constructive consideration of the issue very
three cases of E. coli 0157 had been detected as having a vetifficult.
similar genetic composition, which suggested that there could For the benefit of the house, | provide the following
be a common source. A case of a patient with HUS was alsimformation. There are two main reasons for considering
being investigated for any link. This prompted a publicclosing off Lake Bonney, both of which are related to drought
warning and communication with GPs, local councils andn the Murray-Darling Basin. The first is to reduce the

hospitals. amount of water lost to evaporation. Lake Bonney’s surface
Ms Chapman: Which ones, or don’t you know? water area is about 1 700 hectares and annual evaporation
TheHon. J.D. HILL: All of the councils. from the lake is about 29 gigalitres. During summer, evapora-
Ms Chapman interjecting: tion can be 170 to 200 megalitres per day. Closing the lake

TheHon. J.D. HILL: They received a release which has can save large quantities of water. Secondly, if River Murray
the report in it. It had ‘media’ at the top but it was basically levels drop because of low flows in South Australia, Lake
the public health report. Bonney will begin to drain back into the river. If this is not

Ms Chapman interjecting: carefully managed, this highly saline and nutrient-rich water

TheHon. J.D. HILL: The Deputy Leader of the Opposi- Will flow back into the river channel, which will negatively
tion is not only showing an incredible lack of courtesy butimpact on the health of the river.
also a lack of understanding about proper procedures within Currently, Lake Bonney’s salinity levels can be as high as
the health system. Literally hundreds of faecal samples wer0 000 EC, which is about one-fifth that of sea water.
tested over the Australia Day long weekend by the hardworkBlocking off Lake Bonney and other water bodies will reduce
ing experts at the IMVS and the department’s public andhe flow of nutrient-rich, saline water into the river and
environmental health team. This investigation did not findProtect its water quality. Failure to block off Lake Bonney
any further evidence of a common source leading to agould increase salinity in the River Murray locally by 300 to
outbreak. 500 EC. Also, the River Murray micro-algal count is

However, cases of E. coli are detected from time to time[’ﬁ'ﬁtivew hlgh and the further introduction of nutrients may
This is not unusual given that up to 120 tests are conductel@igger toxic algal blooms, which have the potential to affect
every day by the IMVS, and the Department of Healthstock and domestic supplies. | am advised that the lake will
received 8 500 reports of notifiable diseases last year. In fadtot be drained before being closed off. This is important: the
since question time yesterday, | have been advised of |ake will not be drained before being closed off. Water levels
further four cases of E. coli 0157 that are being investigatedVill slowly drop after the lake is closed, due to evaporation
and the people in each of those cases have recovered. If thidich, on average, is about eight millimetres per day in
investigation leads our health experts to conclude that thegimmer and about two millimetres per day in winter.
may be a threat to public health, then a public health warning As the lake level drops, ground water flows into the lake
will be issued. These Warnings are routine]y issued by OUWIH increase. These flows will slow the rate at which levels
public health doctors, not politicians. drop. Lake Bonney is up to five metres deep in places, and

In relation to the dates of notification, | need to clarify the closure would not dry the lake out. In fact, a 12-month
information I provided yesterday on advice. | am now advisedlosure would reduce the water surface area by only 5 per
that the department received results linking three cases of E€nt. If Lake Bonney was allowed to close off naturally and
coli 0157 on 23 January, an HUS case was notified ofiver levels dropped rapidly, then up to 26 gigalitres could
24 January, my office was notified on the same day, and #ow from Lake Bonney into the river, taking with it 150 000
public health alert was issued by the department on Thursdd@nnes of salt. While there is not expected to be a major
25 January. The public health doctors made this announcéecline inriver Ie\{els |mmed|ately, even a modest drop could
ment after confirming the information collected and contactrender the local river water unsuitable for human consump-

ing the affected families. tion or irrigation. _
The ecology of Lake Bonney has suffered from increased
WATER SUPPLY salinity over many years. Recent scientific surveys of the lake

have not found any threatened, rare or endangered species.

TheHon. R.J. MCEWEN (Minister for Agriculture,  The surveys have found that increased salinity to the levels
Food and Fisheries): | seek leave to make a ministerial mentioned above would be unlikely to have any major long-
statement on behalf of the Minister for Water Security. term impact on the lake’s ecology. Animals that currently live

Leave granted. in the water of the lake would move towards the centre as the

TheHon. R.J. MCEWEN: On Tuesday the Minister for shoreline slowly retreats.
Water Security advised the house of measures that the Around 700 people attended a public meeting in Barmera
government is taking to secure water supplies for all Soutlon 18 January 2007 at which the minister was presented with
Australians in response to the extreme drought and low floia petition entitled ‘Save our Beautiful Lake Bonney—
conditions being experienced in the Murray-Darling BasinBarmera’, signed by 3 784 people. These petitioners can be
One of those measures involves the potential temporargssured that, should the temporary closure be found neces-
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sary, that decision would not be taken lightly. Following from cases with warranty defects, identification problems and
the public meeting, the Berri Barmera Council is establishingncorrect patient entries. We are throwing money at this but,
a new group, the Lake Bonney Management Committeeybviously, we are not hitting the mark in this state; and we
which will work with communities, business and residentsare talking about more money per capita than anywhere else
who could be impacted by a potential closure. The group wilin the country.
also develop a plan for long-term management of a healthier That is gross mismanagement of its money by this
lake. Regular updates are being provided through Mr Neijovernment on behalf of this state. All these mistakes are
Andrew (the community liaison manager above Lock 1) andsymptomatic of nurses and doctors being rushed off their feet.
the SA River Murray Environmental Manager, and briefingswhat does the minister do about it? Does he redirect the
have been offered to members of this house and the othenoney from bureaucrats to ease the pressure? No, he does not
place. do that. He puts out an alert. He publishes that on a website,
which says, ‘Here are the guidelines. We will have a policy
DIVISION, CORRECTION on correct patient, sight and procedures, and we will make
you fill out more forms. We will check identification
MrsGERAGHTY (Torrens): | seek leave to make a jyracelets. We will have more flow charts. We will check our
personal explanation. processes. We will make you fill out more forms.’

Leave granted. . . . All that does is require the medical professionals and staff
Mrs GERAGHTY: There was some misunderstandingi, these facilities to fill out more forms and flow charts and

between the whips with respect to pairs for the division on thg, 544 more data to a website, and all without success. The
guestion that the ruling of the Speaker be dissented from'T}E‘uideIines are not working. So, | say to the house: it is
member for Giles was excluded from the division and nofmhortant for the minister to come out and tell the house what
recorded as supporting the noes. he is going to do about this situation, or will we continue to
have the wrong people operated on, the wrong part of their

GRIEVANCE DEBATE body operated on, and medical procedures undertaken
because he will not help the medical and allied health
HOSPITALS professions, particularly nurses in public hospitals, to

administer this information and ensure that we have the right

MsCHAPMAN (Deputy Leader of the Opposition):  body at the right time and operated on at the right spot.
Well, on behalf of the government, we have to say, ‘Sorry,
we've cut off the wrong leg.” South Australia should be SCHOOLS, MORPHETT VALE HIGH
alarmed that on 20 occasions in the last two years South
Australian hospitals have either operated on the wrong person Ms THOMPSON (Reynell): First, | thank the member
or the wrong part of the body—a huge rise from zero in thefor Bragg for giving me a grieve for next week. There will be
previous year. The Productivity Commission report alsgplenty to say in response to her misinformation. However,
shows that four instruments were left inside a patient’s bodyoday, unfortunately, | rise to apologise to the parents,
in 2004-05; again, up from nil in the previous year. So, whastudents and staff of Morphett Vale High School who have
is going wrong in this state? Also, after being released, 3 855een subjected to a very difficult morning. To some extent,
patients had to return to our hospitals to be retreated for thinis was due to the inexperience of the new principal and, to
same condition because either the operation was botchealjarge extent, to the desperation of the temporary member for
they were released too early or the treatment was faulty. Kingston to find some issue he could run on within his

This is the worst state in the nation for readmissions to oueommunity so that they might actually have heard of him.
public hospitals; that is, 4.8 per cent of all patients must What has happened is that, due to falling enrolments at
return for remedial treatment—almost twice the nationaMorphett Vale High School, the principal became aware of
average of 2.8 per cent. Imagine if South Australia’sthe fact that it was overstaffed according to formula. Unfortu-
Holden'’s plant was sending out twice as many cars needingately, he failed to contact the district office for assistance to
recall or warranty repairs than any other car plant in théave this matter addressed. Instead, he sent a letter home to
country. Questions would be asked and answers would kbgarents indicating that a large number of subjects, particularly
demanded. The wrong people are being operated on asrelating to year 12, could not be offered and that students
result of wrong identification. | have been advised by onewvould need to revise their choices. In his letter, the principal
patient in my electorate that her patient case notes includeddicated that, whilst year 8 and 9 enrolments had been
37 entries which related to other patients. She is lucky to haveutstanding, senior school numbers were considerably fewer
got out alive. She could easily have been given the wronthan expected and, as a result, there would be major timetable
treatment or operation. In that case, she had a number ohanges.
conditions and medication was important. Imagine how tragic | will go back to the reasons that the senior school
it would have been if her admission had resulted in fatalitynumbers are considerably fewer than expected in a minute
as a result of having 37 entries relating to other patients in hdsut, first, | want to say that, within two hours of my office
notes, on which, of course, the medical authorities rely.  being aware of the matter, the issue was rectified and students

There is boasting that South Australia has the highest pevill not be missing out on their subjects. Next week, | will
capita funding to health in the country, and it does. That is ameet with the divisional superintendent to go through the
impressive statistic, but what is going on here? Why is it thatletails, and we have already been talking about the long-term
we have the highest per capita funding in the country yet waeeds of Morphett Vale High School and some of the other
have the worst performing indicators when it comes to theschools in our area. So, a simple phone call to the district
administration of public health in this state? We have theseffice would have fixed the problem but, unfortunately, the
adverse events—operations on 20 wrong patients or bodpexperienced do not always know what to do, especially
parts, four instruments left behind in someone’s body, 3 85%hen the Liberals started the notion that schools should be
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independent in the way they managed their resourcem South Australia has expelled from its party for breaking
However, it was beyond the wit of the member for Kingstonranks with the party. | will not go through all of them, but
to suggest that that might be a useful thing to do; instead, hitney go back to the 1930s, but some of the ones of whom we
rang Channel 7. are obviously aware—and | think every member of the house
The problem is fixed, but why did it arise? There has beemvould be—are obviously Norm Foster, who was expelled
a decrease in the number of year 11 and 12 students, afré@m the Labor Party for crossing the floor, as was Terry
there has been a decrease in the numbers at Morphett VAl@meron and Trevor Crothers.
High School for several years now. It has only 250 enrol- They were three notable members of the ALP who were
ments this year. In a school of 250 students, it is very difficultexpelled from the ALP for going against the party line. Now
to offer a wide choice of subjects. For instance, a school ofve have the ALP saying, ‘One of our cabinet ministers can
700 student offers about 44 subjects in year 12 for SACE; eemove herself from the convention of solidarity’. That
school of 250 offers 18. Itis difficult to manage. We all know undermines the whole government, because how can anyone
that demographics change and that little pockets of areas haweSouth Australia from this point on have confidence in what
changes in the composition of their age groups. The little areany minister is saying is the mind of cabinet? How can
that Morphett Vale High School serves has been decreasiranyone take the word of the minister standing up and
in youth numbers for some time. However, it has all beempurporting to speak for cabinet at face value, because the
made worse by a number of factors, most of which can b&remier and his senior cabinet colleagues have admitted that
sheeted home to the Prime Minister. they do not believe in the convention of solidarity within the
Prime Minister Howard is constantly telling young peoplecabinet ranks. For convenience, they can allow one of their
that they do not need to go to university, that they do not neethembers to break ranks.
to go to TAFE and that they can go out and get a job. Thatis Is that exactly what happened? | would argue that that is
exactly what these young people from Morphett Vale Highnot what has happened in this case. | would argue that, in
School have done. They have done nothing at a federal levetality, the member for Adelaide has not done everything she
to assist school retention. It has been the state governmetnuld to try to stop the project at Victoria Park. She definitely
that has taken measures to assist school retention and matks not done everything she could because, if she had done
it very clear that it wants all children to complete year 12. Itthat, she would have resigned from cabinet. We do not even
has legislated to increase the school leaving age and h&sow whether the member for Adelaide argued against the
indicated that it will legislate again. It has been the statgroject.
government that has invested $1.2 million in Morphett Vale What we do know is that the government had a problem,
High School over the past five years. It was the federabecause the member for Adelaide had indeed railed against
government that invested about $16 million in the technicathe project in her electorate. It is a marginal seat, and the
school serving 105 (at my last information) year 11 and 12jovernment had a problem. So, what did it do? | would
students, thus taking away the science and maths studerstisggest that in the cabinet room they sat around and said,
from Morphett Vale High School, Christies Beach High ‘Goodness gracious, we're going to build the project. Bad
School, Seaford High School and Wirreanda High School. Alluck, Jane. We know you don't like it, but we will contrive
the nearby schools are facing problems because the criticallittle set-up that would allow you to say that you fought
mass of maths and science students has been taken awagth and nail against it when, in fact, you didn't. So, they

thanks to Howard's idiot spending. came out and slowly leaked it. The Treasurer made a

Time expired. statement, and it was not really picked up, and then it was
picked up a little later. It was not picked up in the first

CABINET SOLIDARITY instance because no-one believed that that was the way in

which a responsible government would work. That is why it

Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop): I wish to spend a couple was missed in the first instance. But it was a contrived—
of minutes this afternoon just pointing out to the government - Members interjecting:
the folly that it has now brought upon itself of having a  Mr WILLIAMS: You don't like it, do you?
divided cabinet. | will reflect on where the tradition of  Time expired.
secrecy in a cabinet started and why it has continued. Indeed,
it started in the very early days when people were wresting LIGHT REGIONAL COUNCIL
power from the kings and the rulers. Once their parliament
had been established, cabinet remained solid so that, if there Mr PICCOLO (Light): On previous occasions | have
was a move by the king against the cabinet, the king wouldpoken in this house about issues of concern in relation to the
have to remove the whole of the cabinet—not just one or twgovernance of the Light Regional Council. Members of the
detractors—and that gave the king of the day very littlehouse would be aware of the ongoing police investigations
opportunity of then restoring a new prime minister and a nevinto allegations surrounding the CEO of the council, Mr Peter
cabinet who could control the parliament and who could workBeare, which resulted in the South Australian police remov-
with the king of the day. ing documents from the council offices on 2 November 2006.

That is where it started and it was for very sound practical’he CEO has been on voluntary paid leave from 3 November
reasons. The reality is that, through the centuries, the idea @006. | do not want to discuss matters that are the subject of
cabinet solidarity has grown, but still one of the reasongolice investigations. | have confidence in the SA police to
governments maintain cabinet solidarity is so that governundertake those investigations without requiring my involve-
ments can maintain their own party and government becausaent. However, | want to raise the issues of governance that
if there is any chink in the cabinet room, it will flow through the matter gives rise to.
to the rest of the party. | have always acknowledged that the Today | wish to make some comments that | skirted
Labor Party maintains discipline very well within its ranks. around on previous occasions. For that | apologise to the
It has to date. There is a long list of people whom the ALPLight regional community, because | allowed myself to be a
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party to a curtain of silence that has left the people of theénteresting area that will, | think, test the member for

Light Regional Council in the dark—no pun intended! The Adelaide, the Minister for Education and Children’s Services,

previous council, whether intentionally or not, combined withas to whether she is really going to stick up for what she

the Local Government Association and the council’s legaknows is right and come out against some of the education

advisers, under the cloak of confidentiality, have all been &uts. To remind the house, | point out that there was nearly

party to keeping the residents and ratepayers of Ligh$170 million in education cuts in the last budget, including

Regional Council ignorant of issues of concern to them. programs such as aquatics, the schools instrumental music
At this point | wish to make it very clear that the new program and the physical Be Active program. The issue that

council, under the leadership of the Mayor, Robert Hornseyill test the minister is one that was raised on ABC 891 on

is trying to steer the council in a new direction, one whichl February this year by the member for Florey, and | will read

lessens and responds to the needs of the community. | wigkom the transcript. David Bevan said:

them well in their endeavours, and | will do whatever I can  ts good to know you're getting along. While we're on cabinet

to assist them in the process of reform. matters, what's your views on Jane Lomax-Smith speaking out
In my previous statements to this house | made referencggainst the decision of cabinet?

to how unpopular the Light Regional Council was amongstrhe member for Florey said:

!ts Communi'_[y. Atthe VZ_iI’iOUS Commu_nity forums | have held Jane’s a really good friend of mine. | know she’s going to help

in the council area, resident after resident and ratepayer aftgfe save instrumental music.

ratepayer has vepted their anger at the injustices perpetratggvid Bevan then said:

on the residents in the council area. What | did not say, an ) ) ) ]

what is very clear to all who live in the area, is that the anger What's that got to do with her speaking outside of cabinet?

was predominantly directed to the CEO of the council,The member for Florey replied:

Mr Peter Beare. Putting aside the currentinvestigations, itis gecause | know she'll speak out on instrumental music as well.

clear that Mr Beare does not enjoy the confidence of th

majority of the people within the Light Regional Council

area. Wherever one goes in the council area today, reside . ; .

express their outrage that this man should be on leave at theltf | speak out in 5‘?”"?“”65‘ and that is al!. _

expense. It is quite clear that Mr Beare should either return Another educationissue has been mentioned in this house

to work forthwith, as there is no legal impediment for him to today_—and | have C_e“?“”'y b?en on Channgl 7 today
do so, or give serious consideration to resigning. speaking out about principals sticking up for their schools,

Let us remember that Mr Beare costs the people of th&ticking up for their teachers and sticking up for their
Light Regional Council (based on publicly available informa-Students. For the member for Reynell to say that the principal
tion) about $160 000 a year, or about $3 500 a week. He hdd duestion is inexperienced is, | think, a very unwise thing

; ! 10 say. | understand that the person concerned is a man of
people in the Light Regional Council area is enormous. Th&'INCiPle. As | indicated, he was sticking up for the school,
people of Twartz Road at Roseworthy could have had aﬁnc_klng up for the students and sticking up for what he knows
important part of their road sealed; the people of Wasley§ right. . i
could have had almost a kilometre of footpaths built; the FOr the declining numbers at Morphett Vale High School
people of Frederick Street at Greenock could have had thep b blamed on John Howard and Kym Richardson, having
drainage and dust issues resolved; and the residents $fgrted up an Australian technical college down there, is a
Fiddlewood Drive could have had their stormwater problemd@irly long bow. The kids down south deserve everything that
better managed. Those are but a few of the negative impac@%e state 'and federal governments can give them'and, thanks
the current governance of the council is having on thd0 Kym Richardson, they ha_lve an Aust_rallan technlcgl college
residents of the Light Regional Council area. down there where they will be learning and earning—not

The current situation also places an unfair burden on othdfarning or earning, as this government wants them to do. To
employees and the new councillors who are trying to com&@Y that there has been a movement away from Morphett Vale
to grips with their new responsibilities. It is preventing the igh School to the Australian technical college which, in
new council from moving ahead. | understand thatU™ has caused the issues now is just wrong.

Mr Beare’s contract (which has far more generous conditions The Productivity Commission’s report this week shows
and provisions than that of any other employee of the counci?jat there has been a huge drift away from public education
requires him to be given one year’s pay in lieu of notice if hel® Private education, and we all know why that is. It is
is required to leave. It would be a gross injustice to the peopl@€cause it has been under resourced, and I will talk about
of the Light Regional Council if the council were to do a education funding cuts in a moment. At Morphett Vale High
sweetheart deal with Mr Beare for him to depart. There wouldchool, we cannot say that a sudden change of heart this
be a community outrage if he were to be given a $200 oo@fternoon has brought everything back because my under-
golden handshake. If Mr Beare really cares for the Lightstandlng, having spoken to a parent this afternoon, is that not
Regional Council community, he will do the most honourable?!! Subjects are being funded. Sure, the government came out
thing and consider resigning forthwith without any condi-With a bit of money to help fund maths and physics programs
tions. No other outcome would be acceptable to the peoplfr this year only.

?Nell, the member for Florey should not hold her breath,
rﬁ cause | do not think that is going to happen. The minister

of the Light Regional Council area. That does not cover all the other subjects that are being
cut. Itis interesting to see the range of subjects that are being
EDUCATION CUTS cut because the school just happens to be down in numbers:

year 12 history, year 12 business, year 11 pure maths, year 12

Dr McFETRIDGE (Morphett): Issues of cabinet maths applications, year 12 early childhood studies, year 12

solidarity have been raised in this place today, and when inusic, year 11 music (semester 2), year 11 and 12 physics,
comes to my shadow portfolio for education, there is anotheyear 10 furnishing and year 12 photography. We know that
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physics and maths are being funded for this year but whatith climate change, greenhouse gas emissions, global

about the others and what about next year? warming and a rise in sea level because the polar caps are
We cannot blame the principal; he is just sticking up formelting. If the new environment minister is a sceptic and does

the school and its students. He knows what is right dowmot believe that these issues are really happening and, in his

there, and the member for Reynell should know those kids a@wvn mind, he thinks that a one-metre rise will not affect

doing it tough and they deserve everything that this statanyone, he is crazy. | know he is very wealthy; apparently,

government can give them. They should be getting more frorhe has a net worth of $150 million. Perhaps the chopper could

the state government and they are certainly getting a shatend on the helipad on the house and fly him away, he will be

from the federal government. Sure, | would like to see thenfine, and he can move to the Blue Mountains. But | do not

get alot more, and | know that, because the economy is goirfgave a chopper in my backyard and | do not think any of the

well, they will be getting a lot more in this year's federal members on this side do. Perhaps some on the other side do,

budget; | am sure of that. | cannot make any promises butll am not sure. The member for Schubert might have a

will be lobbying on their behalf. chopper standing by, | do not know. Most of us do not. Given
When it comes to education funding in this state, we havéhat he represents the north shores of Sydney where a lot of—

a minister who keeps coming in here with the same answers An honourable member: Turnbull?

and talking about $76 million more in funding. | am no  Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Turnbull.

economist and no accountant and | have had people who are An honourable member: South Sydney.

far more experienced in this area go through the budget and Mr KOUTSANTONIS: South Sydney.

re-examine where this number is coming from. | challenge TheHon. P. Caica: Wentworth.

the minister to come in here or write to me, if she wants, with  Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Wentworth, sorry. | would

a breakdown on the $76 million. When we look at theimagine that a lot of people living in Sydney on the harbour

$151 million over four years for operating initiatives, the who have their homes very close to the water might also be

$63 million over four years for investing initiatives and then g bit concerned about a one-metre rise.

you look at the four years’ savings initiatives, we come up  The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: No, they'd be happy to live in

with a net $44 million over four years—that is, $44 million the ocean.

extra. However, when we add in all the rubbery figures about Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Yes, okay. It seems to me that,

Education Works, whether they are public and privateyhile members of the Howard government are talking about

investments, and we look at what is going on with those cutsyater and the environment, they are still sceptics. They still

the way finances and education are being managed in thig not believe the evidence. They cannot come to grips with

state is just atrocious. the fact that we are making a real impact on the earth’s
Time expired. climate and the environment in which we live. | am the first
one to support the growth of our economy but it is no good

WATER, NATIONAL CRISIS having an economy if you do not have a planet on which it

L can thrive. Perhaps the Premier is right not to trust people like
Mr KOUTSANTONIS (West Torrens): | rise today 0 \a1colm Turnbull and the Prime Minister on the infrastruc-
grieve about remarks made by the new federal environmeRt, .« that governs the River Murray.

and water spokesman. In the federal parliament on Tuesday, adelaide is the only capital city in Australia that relies on

the new minister said that Australia could withstand a S€dhe River Murray for water; Sydney and Melbourne do not

level rise of one metre and that on the eastern seaboari{;s heed to make sure that we have experts on this commis-
especially Sydney, arise of one metre could be easily copegy, || s;pport the Premier completely on this because, if we
with. | would ask the new minister for water resources tjo,ye it to politicians, we will leave it to special interests—

check that remark scientifically and come down to thenamely, cotton growers and rice growers. Special interests are

western suburbs of Adelaide, including the electorates of thg o, growers and rice growers. Their interest is not in the

memrt])ers fgr Morpmeti, tl?]right, West Tortr1ens and r?(fnlltoré.. long-term viability of Adelaide, it is in the long-term viability
can honestly say thal the reason we have such TI00CING ther farms. We should start looking at the River Murray

. - . Coorong—and this is a suggestion made by the member for
If we had a one-metre rise in sea levels in South Australiguyingmarsh. Steve Georganas—and work backwards, not the
| do not think Mr Turnbull completely understands the qiper way around. | am very concerned about Mr Turnbull's
econqmic impact, let alone the cost of human life that would o marks . | think it shows a level of naivety that | did not
have in South Australia. When | heard this, | thought it wasyy pect from someone who has risen to the level of federal
amistake and that someone was making it up and that it Was, yinet minister.

hearsay, so | checked thansardand, sure enough, this guy

is out there saying that Australia can withstand a one-metre
rise in sea levels. That is just madness and, coming from a
new water minister, makes it even scarier. The fact is, our
beaches are artificial. If we do not replenish our sand, our

beaches will be washed away because of the natural tidalCRIMINAL LAW (SENTENCING) (DANGEROUS

drift; our coastline will be out past the airport. We can do OFFENDERS) AMENDMENT BILL
that—
TheHon. P. Caica: Rostrevor—absolute beach front. TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General)

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Rostrevor will be beach front. obtained leave and introduced a bill for an act to amend the
We already spend about $8 million a year protecting ouCriminal Law (Sentencing) Act 1988. Read a first time.
coastline by sand replenishment. We also now have to deal TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | move:
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That this bill be now read a second time. The answer given by proposed s 32(5a) is that the non-parole period

. : . fixed in relation to the global sentence in such a case should be at
In the general election of last year, Labor promised to buIICIeast the length of the prescribed mandatory minimum non-parole

on its law and order record. The bill before the house fulfilsyeriod.
pledges made under the heading ‘Justice for Victims’. In  The third promise addressed is this:

doing so, it continues the Rann Labor custom of bringing - Special legislation will be enacted to detain dangerous
victims to the forefront of criminal justice policy and ;‘;(gli' F?Qr‘iio‘gg'%’;tpe{;%%réergss'gn‘igﬁg’ed by, gﬂ% t%ﬁ;‘g;’ﬁe?gg
combatting those who would threaten society and individual little prospect of rehabilitation, and where the protection of
members of the public. the community requires their continued incarceration. The
The bill requires sentencing courts to give primary Director of Public Prosecutions or the Attorney-General will
consideration to the need to protect the public from an have the right to seek an order of the court to detain danger-

offender’s criminal acts. The bill introduces minimum non- ggﬁ"ﬁﬂfﬁgers to ensure the adequate protection of the
parole periods for major indictable offences resulting in the  Thjs policy is to be found in clause 9 of the Bill, proposing a new
death or total permanent incapacity of the victim. The billDivision 3 of Part 3 of the Act dealing with Dangerous Offenders.

proposes the detention of dangerous sexual and violefitis proposed that the Attorney-General have the power to apply to

; ; ; _ ; he Full Court to negate the non-parole period of a person convicted
prisoners in custody by removing non-parole periods fO'tf and sentenced for the crime of murder in prescribed circum-

prisoners sentenced to life where there is little prospect Ogtances. The effect of a successful application will be that the head
rehabilitation and where the protection of the public requiresentence will remain but there will be no non-parole period

their continued incarceration. We think these measures aggplicable, and so it will be as if the original sentencing court had

necessary to protect the South Australian public, whether g&clined to seta non-parole period under section 32 of the Act. The
individual hole. f d Lo Is. | application will be made and considered in the period 12 months
Individuals or as a whole, from gangerous criminals. INpefore the offender becomes eligible to apply for release on parole.

proposing this bill, the state government is keeping its proposed s 33A(8) sets out a list of criteria against which the
pledges to South Australia. It should command the suppoourt must measure the offender’s circumstances. The paramount

of all in both Houses. | seek leave to have the remainder ogfonsideration of the Court in considering the case must be the

; i p : protection of the safety of the community (whether as individuals or
the second reading explanation insertetiamsardwithout in general) (section 33A(7)) and the applicable test is whether the

my reading it. offender still poses a serious danger to the community or a member
Leave granted. of the community (section 33A(9)). In determining the application,
The first promise addressed is this: the Court may (but need not) be assisted by the expertise of the
; i .. Parole Board in determining questions of this nature. It may be noted
The Sentencing Act will be amended to require h > 4
sentencing courts to g?ve primary consideration to theqneec}halt the Parole Board brings to the question the experience and
to protect the community from an offender’s criminal acts perspectives of a very senior legal practitioner, a psychiatrist, a
Section 10 of theCriminal Law (Sentencing) Aatontains a person who has extensive knowledge of, and experience in,
h L e criminology, sociology or any other related science, a person who
number of primary policies of the criminal law and, therefore, of as extensive knowledge of, or experience in, matters related to the
sentencing. The current listincludes carefully worded policies abo act of crime on victims and the needs of victims of crime in
home invasions, arson and bushfires and sexual predators. All |p ; h iminal iusti f i fficer: and
these deal with well documented public concerns. The Governme aé'égrﬁootf Zggrrin'irr‘]aaljgzggzsgl Sltteism\',vaeno r?;irego“;cho elft(iesré "g;] d
proposes to introduce an additional policy at the head of the list. p 9 ) p P

P, ; f ; : i to advise the Court.
new subsection is to be inserted that provides that a primary polic§*PE ence . _
of the criminal law is to protect the safety of the community. The ., 1€ Policy of the Government is that murderous offenders, guilty

Government is of the opinion that this is no mere slogan, but £f Particularly heinous crimes of that kind, who show little signs of
emorse or rehabilitation, who may have defied all efforts to show

statement of a principal policy of the Government, the Parliamen . ; ; ° : :
and the public of South Australia about the difficult task of balancing%“em ways in which to reintegrate into the community as responsible

competing considerations in the difficult task of criminal disposition. 2nd law abiding citizens, should not just be entitled as of right to
The second promise addressed is this: become eligible for parole, but should be subject to rigorous

Hh . _assessment as to their suitability to even reach the point of eligibility.
parole Tpheeriggsnr}o?O%’g}gmﬁg%ggugt@ggﬁgg'?égﬂ?ngoi?] In addition, on the advice of the Solicitor-General, the Govern-
; h i ment is taking this opportunity to clarify existing legislation. A
gggg; Ot[]éoé?fleﬁggpgﬂgﬂltd'%%a%%ﬂ%g f@ t\ﬂgtgu:{]téhse:i%erson convicted of a wide range of sexual offences may be subject
o : an application by the Attorney-General for indefinite detention
four fifths of his or her head sentence, unless the defence nder section 23 of the Act. Such an application may be made at the

establish that there are truly exceptional circumstances tha ime of sentence or at anv other ime while the person remains in
justify a lower non-parole period. In the case of mandatory y P

life sentence for murder, the offender should be required igPrison. The application at time of sentence or early in the sentence

serve a minimum of 20 years, unless the defence can demoffl&Y_Pe refused for any number of good reasons. But once the
strate truly exceptionaI)/circumstances that justify a lower PriSOner has begun serving the finite sentence, things may change.
non-parole period His mental condition may deteriorate. He may refuse medication or

This policy is to be found in clauses 5 and 8 of the Bill. The only other forms of treatment. The position may become such that another
addition to the stated policy is that the phrase “total incapacity” ha ]E)gllﬁart]l%nelrsoq(eswaebrlee, e_\r/]enec%rtatun tBO ?liﬁgefggt ?ﬁ;ﬁﬂsee:f a;nyt(r)]r;e
a defined meaning. That meaning is that the victim is permanently_ &, u su? I v ml' g events. BU il Tr was
physically or mentally incapable of independent function. arlier unsuccessful application may stand in the way. To prevent

In addition, it has been necessary to deal with a technical issu, at problem arising, the Government proposes that clause 7 amend
in this part of the Bill. Section 18A of thériminal Law (Sentencing) ection 23 of the Bill, inserting a new section 23(2b) to ensure that
Act is an important and effective sentencing tool. It enables n additional application may be made. In order to prevent the
sentencing court to impose a “global sentence” instead of having t| osmb:jhty of Lepetlt!vr(ej alpzpllcan%nst,)affurthﬁr application mlay_glnly
reach a concluded and final sentence on each of the counts on whi Tafof rlgl(teaesg%rrllothe finriqggters]ter?c%rgrg eapéllzoner Is eligible to
the offender has been convicted. Instead, the court reaches “indic F:y d the Bill to Memb P ’
tive sentences” on each of the counts and, in the course of doing so, commend the Bill to Members.

the court will decide whether those indicative sentences should EXPLANATION OF CLAUSES

operate concurrently with or cumulatively upon the other indicative Part 1—Preliminary

sentences. By taking such an approach, the appropriate aggregate ~ 1—Short title

sentence to be imposed under Gminal Law (Sentencing) Act 2—Commencement

s 18A, can be determine® { Sev§2006] SASC 124). Where none 3—Amendment provisions

of the offences the subject of a potential s 18A order are not subject These clauses are formal.

to a prescribed mandatory minimum non-parole period, or all of them Part 2—Amendment of Criminal Law (Sentencing)

are, then no problem arises. But what if some are and some are not?  Act 1988
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4—Amendment of section 3—Interpretation
It is proposed to amend the definition of sentence so as to
include the negation of a non-parole period as a consequence
of the insertion of new Part 3 Division 3.
5—Amendment of section 10—M atter sto which senten-
cing court should haveregard
Itis proposed to amend this section in a number of ways. An
additional primary policy is to be inserted that provides that
a primary policy of the criminal law is to protect the safety
of the community. Two new subsections are to be inserted.
New subsection (1a) provides that a court, in determining
sentence for an offence, must disregard any mandatory
minimum non-parole period prescribed in respect of the
sentence under this Act or another Act. This new subsection
is included so as to discourage the setting of a lower head
sentence than would otherwise be imposed in the case where
a minimum mandatory non-parole period is prescribed. New
subsection (1b) provides that a primary policy of the criminal
law is to protect the safety of the community.
6—Amendment of section 11—Imprisonment not to be
imposed except in certain circumstances
The proposed amendment to this section is consequential on
the proposed insertion of subsection (1b) in section 10.
7—Amendment of section 23—Offenders incapable of
controlling, or unwilling to control, sexual instincts
This amendment is proposed out of an abundance of caution.
Currently, section 23(2a) allows the Attorney-General to
make an application to the Supreme Court to have a particular
prisoner dealt with under that section. The proposed amend-
ment will make it clear that such an application may be made
by the Attorney-General even where an application (whether
by the Attorney-General or the prosecution) has previously
been made and declined by the Court. However, in that case,
the further application may not be made more than 12 months
before the person is eligible to apply for release on parole.
8—Amendment of section 32—Duty of court to fix or
extend non-parole periods
It is proposed to add a couple of paragraphs to current
subsection (5) of section 32. That subsection sets out the
qualifications relating to the fixing of a non-parole period by
a court. New paragraph (ab) provides that, unless the court
is of the opinion that some lesser period is appropriate
because of the exceptional circumstances surrounding the
offence, any non-parole period fixed in relation to the
sentence of life imprisonment for an offence of murder must
be at least 20 years.
New paragraph (ba) provides that, unless the court is of the
opinion that some lesser period is appropriate because of the
exceptional circumstances surrounding the offence, any non-
parole period fixed in relation to the sentence for a serious
offence against the person must be at least four-fifths the
length of the sentence.
A new subsection is to be inserted after subsection (5) that
provides that where a person is sentenced under section 18A
of the Act to the 1 penalty for a number of offences and a
mandatory minimum non-parole period is prescribed in
respect of the sentence for 1 or more of those offences, the
non-parole period fixed in relation to the sentence imposed
under that section must be at least the length of the prescribed
mandatory minimum non-parole period.
It is proposed to further amend the section by inserting a
number of definitions for the purposes of the new paragraphs
to be inserted.
9—Insertion of Part 3 Division 3
The new Division is to be inserted after section 32 in the Part
of the Act dealing with imprisonment.
Division 3—Dangerous offenders
33—Interpretation

This section contains definitions and interpretive

provisions for the purposes of the Division. A serious sexual

(i) the offence was committed in the course of
deliberately and systematically inflicting severe pain on
the victim; or

(i)  there are reasonable grounds to believe that the
offender also committed a serious sexual offence against
or in relation to the victim of the offence in the course of,
or as part of the events surrounding, the commission of
the offence (whether or not the offender was also con-
victed of the serious sexual offence).
33A—Dangerous offenders

This section provides that if a person has been convicted,
whether before or after the commencement of this Division,
of an offence of murder and the offence was committed in
prescribed circumstances, the Attorney-General may, while
the person remains in prison serving a sentence of imprison-
ment, apply to the Full Court to have the person declared to
be a dangerous offender. Such an application cannot be made
more than 12 months before the person is eligible to apply for
release on parole.

The Court may direct the Parole Board to hold an
inquiry and report to the Court if the Court is of the opinion
that such a report may assist the Court to determine any such
application and the Board may exercise its powers under
Part 6 of theCorrectional Services Act 1988@r the purposes
of its inquiry.

The following persons are entitled to appear and be
heard in proceedings under this section and must be afforded
a reasonable opportunity to call and give evidence, to
examine or cross-examine witnesses, and to make submis-
sions to the Court:

(a) the person (personally or by counsel);

(b) the Director of Public Prosecutions;

(c) the Commissioner for Victims’ Rights.

The paramount consideration of the Court when
determining an application under this section must be to
protect the safety of the community, whether individually or
in general.

A number of other matters are listed to be taken into
consideration by the Court when determining an application
under this section, including the likelihood of the person
committing a serious sexual offence, an offence of murder or
some other serious offence of a violent nature should the
person be released from prison.

If the Court is satisfied, on the balance of probabilities,
that the release from prison of the person to whom the
application relates would involve a serious danger to the
community or a member of the community, the Court must—

(a) declare the person to be a dangerous offender; and

(b) order that the non-parole period fixed in respect of
the sentence of imprisonment for the murder be negated.

A person who has been declared to be a dangerous
offender—

(a) will serve his or her sentence of imprisonment as
if the fixing of a non-parole period in respect of that
sentence of imprisonment had been declined by order of
the court under section 32 of the Act; and

(b) may not make an application under that section for
the fixing of a non-parole period for at least 12 months
after having been so declared.
33B—Division does not affect Governor’s power setc
in relation to parole

Nothing in this Division has any effect on the powers
and authorities conferred on, or vested in, the Governor in
relation to parole.
10—Transitional provision
An amendment made by Part2 of this measure to the
Criminal Law (Sentencing) Act 198&oplies whether the
offence to which a sentence of imprisonment or non-parole
period relates was committed before or after the commence-
ment of that Part.

offence is defined, and provision is made for a reference to  Ms CHAPM AN secured the adjournment of the debate.

an offence of murder to include—
(i) an offence of conspiracy to murder; and
(i)  an offence of aiding, abetting, counselling or
procuring the commission of murder.
This section also provides that an offence will be taken
to have been committed prescribed circumstancesif, in the
opinion of the Attorney-General—

STATUTESAMENDMENT (AFFORDABLE
HOUSING) BILL

Adjourned debate on second reading.
(Continued from 7 December. Page 1604.)
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MsCHAPMAN (Deputy L eader of theOpposition): | recipients of threats, which have been put up with to date
continue my remarks on this bill. During the last nine weekbecause no-one has been prepared to deal with this matter.
adjournment | received from the minister a copy of a Atleastgive these honest and decent people the chance to
foreshadowed amendment, which may or may not have bearccupy these properties. If it means that we are moving some
tabled, in respect of a proposed covenant power. Althougbf these people out to become homeless but we can give the
that was recently received, | have had an opportunity t@ther 800 people who sleep on the streets every night a
review that and speak to members of the department archance to have a home; or we can give the other 24 500
minister’s staff to brief me in relation to that. people who are actually on the Housing Trust waiting list a

I outlined to the house a number of examples of disruptivéhance to have a home, then so be it. The other matter | raise,
tenancies of properties owned by the South AustraliaRecause there has been some advance on this, is the govern-
Housing Trust, which is under review and significantMents initiative of a common ground apartment block. | give
restructure under this bill. | bring to the attention of the housé0mMe commendation, at least, to the government for the idea
just briefly the circumstance at Royal Park to highlight howof this. It was picked up from a project in the United States
the situation has not improved with the expiration of time.that involved private people coming together to renovate
This parliament received a 41 signature petition this weekderelict buildings, warehouses and the like, to be able to have
signed by all residents of Lowe Street, Royal Park, andhis common ground and offer it for a mix of low income
members of a soccer club sporting facility in that street€arners, rough sleepers and others seeking affordable shelter.
calling on the parliament to assist in the removal of a tenant ! indicated, | think, Mr Theo Maras, and | named a number
of a Housing Trust property there. They outlined, in summa®f other people who had been appointed by the government
ry, a very tragic and tawdry history of behaviour amongtO Progress this. If those in the house wish to review what |
tenants who were placed in the property by the Soutf$aid then, itwas, in summary, to note my disappointment that

Australian government agency, which largely provides had not heard anything further aboutit. | am pleased to have
accommodation for new release prisoners_ read inThe Clty Messengen the last few dayS that this

. . . . .. _project seems to have advanced a bit, because two sites have
OV;thr%ttlg;es;?élséog %er%%bﬁryéglggglsg ggi?lﬁagl/u'%sebeen earmarked to be developed for the purposes of a
manager of the facility against his girlfriend in his driveway common ground community strategy to be implemented. Al

(which was viewed by neighbours and their chiIdren),We know at this stage is that there are two sites, one of which

. T is to create or develop an existing building that would have
syringes leftin driveways, drug exchanges, and a very sad b$ apartments, and ghe seconc? is a ngw building of 32
severe history, causing fear and anxiety among Otheapartments ’

residents in the street. The tawdry part of this is that for five That sounds good but in the same press story we are told

years they have written to the govemment, not just the curre%at we are not allowed to know where they are. Presumably

minister but also his predecessor in this government; the o X .
have had meetings with the agency that occupies the prope%’-e have some assurance they will exist. The other disappoint-

ty: and they have been given reassurances, been offer%j%g thing is that any money to purchase the sites is yet to be

: . . nfirmed in April. We are now a couple of years down the
meetmgs_ Whlc.h they have attended, and been prOmlseirack and we have an indication of the site which the
changes in policy.

) 4 ) ) ) appointed committee has selected, but we are still along way
Yet this morning on radio the Chief Executive of the from having money allocated to buy the site, let alone do the
South Australian Housing Trust told us that, where there arguilding. On the face of it the project sounds like a good
breaches of the law by tenants, the trust acts on these matt@fgiative. It seems to have worked overseas. It is important
and takes them to the Residential Tenancies Tribunal to hayg have this level of cooperation. Itis very distressing that we
them dealt with. This is a plain example of where in fivehave such a problem with not only affordable housing but
years that has not happened. Is it because this tenant dgq housing for people with high needs and on very low
another state government agency? | do not know the answgfcomes, who are out there every night sleeping on the streets
to that question, but | am sick to death, as | am sure thigy j5 someone else’s lounge room or in a car. It is very
house is, of hearing of law-abiding citizens who live peaceyjstressing that we cannot hasten these projects. In any event,
ably in homes that they rent or own, with our without their| agvise the house of that new initiative about which we have
families, and who are terrorised by disruptive tenants of,gw heard some news.
properties owned by the South Australian Housing Trust. It | will mention another initiative which the government has
is an important matter relevant to this debate because thegginounced and which is in its second reading. Again, it is
is a proposed new structure of governance of the Soutfinportant. Whilst it does not directly reflect on a program for
Australian Housing Trust that will include a new panelthe renovation of the South Australian Housing Trust,
process, which has the ultimate appeal provision by th@ommunity housing, Aboriginal housing or all the Develop-
minister of the day. ment Act amendments to accommodate the new system that
So, | will be referring to it. It is important. It is not will operate for new developments, it does relate to the
resolved, and | think this is a classic example of the manyuestion of ensuring that we offer people on a low income an
cases that | recounted in the earlier part of the debate on thigpportunity to get into the private sector other than by
matter where the problem is obvious but nobody wants to fiyurchasing through the new 15 per cent scheme—which |
it, because the ultimate outcome of fixing it means that someill mention shortly. This program is to extend HomeStart
tenants may find themselves homeless. If there is a total dinancing to underprivileged persons—essentially, persons
nearly 30 000 law-abiding people on waiting lists for eitherin a poor financial position—to buy their own home.
Housing Trust or community housing in this state, theyFinancing by government is not new; and offering of low
should be given an opportunity to occupy these properties ardterest loans and the like is not new. The information
live a decent, law-abiding life and not disturb their neigh-available to date is interesting, because the minister gave an
bours, cause disruption and cause fear, cause panic and be tipelate on it this week.
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It is a program about which his department has beehcould read on, but he paints a pretty clear picture. This is a
sending out kits of information yet | am aware of at least oneip off of the poor, not only in taking the equity but also in
person who tried to obtain information from the departmenencouraging them to go out and buy their home and then
and was told that it would not be a program that would applyipping off all the tax and stamp duty that goes with that.
to country people. These 500 applicants, the lucky winner§here are some problems with this type of proposal. It is
of a chance to buy a home and obtain a low interest loan withlear: it is inequitable; it is available to a select few. It seems
an equity component—if they can be called ‘lucky’—will be that people must live in the city to be able even to line up to
confined to people who live in the city. Itis a program | haveget an application in the door; and, when you get it and you
described as ‘the government profiting from the poor’. have the benefit of it and you have paid all the stamp duty

Whilst | do not make any criticism of the government for back to the govemment, it comes in and takes its share of the

offering low interest loans, | think it is a disgraceful situation money on the way through. _ )

that the government should say, ‘We will give you funding ~ This is not the answer to affordable housing. Whilst |
for an extra 35 per cent stake in the buying of the property’—Support the governmentin its initiatives to help people to buy
which gets them over the problem of equity—'but when youtheir own property so as to reduce the percentage of the
come to sell it we will take 49 per cent of the equity on sale.’Population who need government assistance in other ways
The media has published ‘up to 50 per cent’; so, ‘When youthose people who, whatever they do, will not be able to
make a profit on the increased value of your home we will gePUrchase or rentin the private sector), we would diminish that
it back when you sell it That might sound okay but, havingPurden if we were able to get people into their own home.
purchased the home, if you then decide that you need to moV@owever, to get people into their own home at the price of
to a retirement home or move house to another suburb tPPing them off, I think, is unacceptable; and, as a govern-
pursue employment and the government takes back theient initiative, | would not support it. . .

share, what happens then? You are homeless again. You areSouth Australia has quite an interesting history of
back in the same situation as you were because the govergidbsidised housing. I will, perhaps, leave the description of
ment has taken its slice of the profit. affordable housing at the moment and turn to a definition of

As | understand it, the government is saying, ‘If the houseSUbSidised housing: that is, where governments either pgild
goes down we will gi’ve you a bit of a cushion We will take & house for someone and let them live in it, or they subsidise

the loss with you.’ That is good of the government. There aréhe rent they pay to live in someone else’s ,house, or they
not too many times in history when a loss on a property ha§UbS'dlse. their purchase of someone glse s house, or, of
occurred other than the dark days of the Bannon administrg2UrSe: give them access to a facility with others to which
tion when we had the State Bank situation in the early 199041'€Y Provide services and/or rent relief, and the like. Govern-
when there was a drop in the CPI and a drop in the value dpents_can subsidise housing in a number of ways for that
properties. The new Liberal government which came tgroup In the community—ever growing—who are in need.

power had a reduced property tax revenue arising out of thés.‘ | say, | mean those who have no opportunity to access the
fact that we had a drop in the overall values private sector through purchase or rental and those who do.

At the moment it is clearly a larger proportion of the
Fortunately, at least for a couple of terms, that was abl@smmunity who are in that category. | understand it is about

to be turned around by that government. However, what ifg per cent, and there are about 20 per cent who, with some

offers is: ‘We'll take a share of the profit when you sell."In 5ggjstance, can use the private sector, and there are about 10

an article appearing inthe Independent Weeklyf 3 har cent who, frankly, for lots of reasons, have no hope of

February, Bill Nicholas said: getting access, without significant support from the
Who are the lucky 500 Adelaide residents who get to have thglovernment.

state government sharing their home equity? Why should 500 home | refer to a publication identified as tHstate of South

owners get this charitable bandaid when people unaware of th i i
HomeStart scheme have to stay in the rental market? If tthStra“a’ which has an update, and the 2006 update has

SA government was serious about helping poor South Australian%Cently been published. In respect of housing, Lionel
getinto a house of their own there is a real, quick, simple solution—Orchard and Kathy Arthurson provide a critique in relation
c_ult st?m?]duty fprfirstrr]lome_bu_;(/jers. Sltamp duty Ic;n trartljsferri?]g théo housing and, in particular, the government’s involvement
title of a house is no cheap incidental expense. If you buy a hou i i i i i i

for $220 000 you have to come up with an extra $7 680 and handz%igotsitlggé;t;vr:igléo jbuustttﬂ:otgaa I;Ltllg bit from their report.
over to Jay Weatherill. In return, a public servant keys in a coupl a ’ y say :

of computer entries. And when you take out a mortgage for the same This year, 2006, has seen some major housing policy and

amount you have to fork out another $973. program changes which will finally see some of the foundations of
e . . the unique South Australian housing model abandoned, in particular
The till is ticking away here. His article states further: the independent role of the South Australian Housing Trust. The

pressure to fundamentally change and curtail the role of the Trustin

To buy your first home—and for $220 000 you'd be lucky to buy o : f
atwo-bedroom apartment for that price—the Rann government ha$50uth Australia’s housing system has taken 30 years to bear fruit.

its hand out for $8 653. . . Is it fair? Is it reasonable? It seems wrond here is some commentary then on this shift against public
to me. And what about the government helping itself to up to 50 pehousing, through the South Australian Housing Trust, which

cent of the capital gains when the property is sold. Oh, what clev ; iy i i i i
public servants. The system funds itself. But with the extra funde']slr]aS its origins back in 1938. This shift away from this mode|

under management, the commercially savvy HomeStart executivééa”ed in Don Dunstan’s e!’a—_WhO was Premier, of course,
will be demanding extra staff to reflect their increased responsibilityjn the 1970s. It was people in his administration who actually
and the poor family that keeps up the mortgage payments and finalstarted the move away. It is fair to say, through subsequent

gets its own house when the kids leave home and mum and dad ag@imjnjstrations, that that has continued. The commentators
thinking about selling to retire into something smaller can look

forward to the government taking back the original stake and ther[lhen go onto say:

up to 15 per cent of the capital gains tax as well. So the mature Inrecentyears, the Trust has faced major problems in managing
couple can look forward to being poor again, because with half ohigher service demands, declining income and financial strictures.
their tax free capital gains disappearing into the state governmetis role has been curtailed and wound back. The Trust has been under
coffers, they sure won't be able to afford another property. siege for some time and the Rann government has given up the task
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of trying to retain its traditionally wide role in the South Australian as being supportive of their position and, indeed, of endorsing
housing system and to place it on a firmer economic and sociahe direction in which they are taking the state.

footing. Indeed, in mid-2005 the State Minister of Housing Jay . .

Weatherill sought to defend the Trust by reference mainly to its VVell, here we are five years in and there has been
recent activities in redevelopment of its old estates—worthy anssomewhat of a turnaround. In the area of public housing they
necessary to be sure but only one aspect of the Trust's origindlave made it absolutely clear what direction it is taking, and
mission and purpose. they are quite shocked. They have clearly adjudicated that it

Now in 2006, we have finally reached the point where the uniqu . : - . -
balance between public and private housing investment arﬁ; the wrong direction and that one day this state will rue this

administration associated with the Trust will be officially abandoned Undermining of the public housing structure. Fix it up if you
As Gary Storkey, CEO of HomeStart and a central adviser tdike, fix its defects, but gutting it is really unacceptable.

government on the recent reforms has noted, ‘I think the Housing ; : .
Trust as we know it is coming to an end. The idea of state-baseﬁ~I The current Housing Trust situation needs to be placed on

institutions is dying. Communities in the future will be stronger andthe record. Published data is only available to 30 June 2006

more cohesive and empowered. (soitis six or seven months old, and | accept that there may
They go on to highlight a number of trends and then say, iff® SOme change), but information provided by Mr Malcolm
relation to policy issues of the Housing Trust reforms: Downey, the General Manager of the South Australian

First, it is proposed to bring to an end the role of independengOusmg Trust (soon to take some new position in Asset

statutory authorities in public, community and Aboriginal housing>€'Vices, I understand), reveals that all the rental properties
in South Australia. of all of the housing programs at present number 45 455. The

It has some further commentary and then, interestingl;ﬁumber of new tenancies over the period 1996 to 2006 (so,

: . ; the last 10 years) has significantly dropped—in fact, it
includes a summary of views of Peter Smith, a Departme (‘l)ver
'r}was halved from over 6 000 to under 3 000.

of Family and Community Services officer responsible fo ) ] )
the reforms. He refers to their likely impact and says: As at 30 June, private rental assistance provided by the
We think that we have to do several things. Reduce public stocEtate government to tenants over the same 10-year period

to a level we can sustain without selling all properties (and) reduc(e3lightly increased in the first few years (I might mention, of
outcomes in public housing. The minister said he wants to recourse, that it was a Liberal government at that stage), but

configure the stock. (Retain) 15 000-20 000 properties in publifrom 2001-02, it consistently reduced. We have moved from
housing .(rohugh _ballpark  figure) (and create new) growth ing neak under the previous government of up to over 20 000
Commun'ty ousing. ] ] down to just over 16 500. The trust rental stock as at 30 June
Thatis what comes from someone in the inner sanctum. Thign this case, from 1997 to 2006) has moved from a stock of
has been a very public issue over the past few months, but thgout 58 000, which was all public housing as distinct from
minister now has conceded that there is a plan to sell. Thetghecific housing programs, down to the 45 455 | indicated,
is good reason for that, he advocates; however, we now hag which a proportion was specific housing programs.

10 000 that are going to go. | am told at.the federal level that, -\, e have a situation where that total stock is made up
under the Commonwealth-State Housing Agreement, therg |, sing Trust and specific programs, which | will detail

is actually some requirement to get permission at the othely, 4y That does not include community housing: it is all
end. Irrespective of that, the state governments cleaf,, s assets, some of which are for specific housing programs

objective istq seriously deplete the amount of stock availablg, .+ most of which are to be approved under categories 1, 2
as reported in the commentary made by Mr Orchard anf 3 '\yhen | talk about specific programs here, | am not

Ms Arthurson. . referring to community housing; | am referring to homes that
They go on to make a number of comments derisive of theiaye pheen dedicated specifically for someone who is
government's d'reCt'Or‘_'n this regard, and say: o homeless, in a crisis situation, in a domestic violence
On the other hand, critics argue that the changes give little hopsituation, or in other such categories. Certain homes within
to those on the public housing waiting list to gain access to thgne stock of Housing Trust are available only for people with
housing they need . while the policies have ‘effectively outsourced tob It be that th - ts wh
responsibility for providing low-cost housing to the private sector’. SOM€ Cross to bear. it may be that they are new migrants wno
are poor and they are entitled to a three-month stay. Some of

So when we say that the government's announcement Qg sing stock, for example, is made available for their

restructuring is, essentially, a privatisation of public housin
in this state not only are we right, we also have the commen-""" . .

tators confirming that, as well as their scathing assessment ! Should perhaps list all the special needs so as not to
that they believe the government is going in the Wrongﬁ/lmlnate them by referring to only a few. They are: those

direction in this regard. Interestingly, they make this observa]-. ith a dlisability.(excluding mental health) ora culturglly and
tion: inguistically diverse background; homelessness; mental

. . health; indigenous; and domestic violence. Of course, as | am
One might have expected that a self-styled reformist Labo

government might have paused before further undermining a gre re the minister and many members would be aware, very

South Australian innovation. It might need updating and modernisin@ften persons we attempt to service in this area come within
but the case for a stronger, direct public role in new housinga number of these categories. They do not usually attend with

investment for lower income South Australians remains as strong gaist one pure area of disability. It may be that they have a

ever. We will come to rue the Rann government’s lack of attentio ; ; o
to that case. Meanwhile, we face a brave new managerialist worr[BhyS'Cal disability and they are poor and they are culturally

in South Australian housing policy in which the SASP [that is, the@nd linguistically challenged. So, they come with multiple
South Australian Strategic Plan] targets for achieving moreneeds, and we have plenty of those. In fact, of the 24 016 on

affordable housing and reducing housing stress will be more difficulthe waiting list, over 2 000 have mental health issues alone
to achieve. and are pure mental health patients as distinct from those with
That is the independent assessment by the people who aralltiple needs. Alarmingly, | think, 1 016 of those 24 016 are
doing the state of South Australia’s update—a documenpersons who have suffered domestic violence. We have a
which, in its first publication, has been oft quoted in thisprofile of people with multiple needs, but there are certainly
house by the ministers of the South Australian governmeribts of categories of new need.
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The services are provided to an age group and a demdacal regional Housing Trust officer. | had | think approxi-
graphic that | think is also important. Just under 32.9 per cennately 390 Housing Trust homes of which | needed to be
of the people who are Housing Trust customers are over theware.
age of 65. So, our aged, who often have very limited income, | have to say that, in the past 4% years, | have had an
are very big customers of the Housing Trust; 20 per cent arexcellent relationship with many of the occupants of the
in the 45 to 54 age group, and 17.2 per cent are in the 55 tdousing Trust homes in my electorate. They have been little
64 age group. So, about 70 per cent of the profile are over theouble. They have been very informative and kept up with
age of 45. their obligations, and they have been very good tenants. What

Another important thing that has not always been a found alarming was the amount of Housing Trust assets
dynamic since 1938 is that the household type being sougkthich have been flogged off in my area. As at 30 June last
by 57.2 per cent of the applicants is for a single personyear, | was down to only 205. From memory, just in
Another 19.3 per cent is for a single parent (obviously, ongdazelwood Park they have gone from 11 to one. Why is this
adult with children). Then there is a reduction in numbers foso important just because it is my area? | will come to that
couples and couples with children seeking accommodatiompoint in due course. However, the government’s new project
A huge population of Housing Trust customers eithelis to have an affordable housing plan. It proposes that every
currently using the service or seeking to use the service aevelopment will be made up of 15 per cent of affordable
in the profile of single and mature aged. They may be verhousing—I think over 20 houses. | will go back to the detail
mature people in our community, but they are often poor oghortly.
they are without qualification, frail, aged, or unskilled for the  This proposal will solve this affordable housing problem
purposes of obtaining employment to supplement theiand housing shortage for the people in high need and who are
income. As the committee would be very well aware, thisthe poorer people in our community. They want them to live
group is only going to increase as the population ages.  in built-up areas such as the eastern suburbs, the southern

In respect of the stock available, we started a program (asuburbs, the electorate of Waite, Mitcham and the like. They
I have conceded, well before the current minister’s time)want them to live in built-up areas to ensure that there is a
which seems to have been hastened somewhat, for a largecial mix and that people have access to areas to which they
sell-off of the stockpile. Last year alone, the revenue fromordinarily would not. It is fair to say that, given the current
sales was $132.4 million, which is a massive amount. Thgrices in Unley, Mitcham or Leabrook, it would be very
previous year it was $101.3 million, and before thatdifficult for most people on a low income to buy into those
$105.9 million. That is not to say that some of the proceedguburbs. Why on earth is the Housing Trust flogging off
of the sell-off did not see their way back into the developmenhouses in these areas? | am down to two-thirds at best,
of other projects but, in sell-off terms, the graph is going upprobably nearer to half the stock than | had four years ago.
the numbers are going up, and a lot of money is involved. This is the very area in which the government is professing

From my own observations when | reditie Advertiser it is necessary to have affordable housing so as to provide a
section every Saturday there are 20 or so South Australiafair mix of people across the state.

Housing Trust properties advertised (and they are rarely ever | am completely puzzled about what merit could be gained
advertised twice), which seem to be picked up pretty quicklyfrom flogging off these homes when you are wanting to
I suppose I find it a little puzzling as to why these propertiesntroduce a policy to have a mix of people living in the
are selected for sale. For example, a property at 9 Alexande@bmmunity and to stop them living on the outskirts, or in
Crescent, Hackham was advertised for sale on 27 January thjfiettoes or remote towns. Yet, quicker than you can think,
year. The advertisement read: they are flogging them off. There is one possible answer; that

First home or investment opportunity. Freshly painted throughis, they are worth a lot of money. That sounds to me to be a
R ctone e e o soc Sl A oot good reasonfog of e ualuableanes. | have no
starter. Auction available fetc.]pPrice g%ide: $168 000 plus. ’ een them advertised he Advertlserl do not look every

) ) week—they may have been in there. It may be that they do

What _foIIowed was all the othe_r details they put in suchnot advertise it. Maybe they get sold so quickly that they
advertisements. It sounds to me like a modest home in an argg@yer hit the paper. The truth is that they have been flogging
of relatively high need that would be suitable for the profile¢f e properties in these valuable areas, the very areas to
of all those people waiting for a home. If the Housing Trustyynich they say poorer people should have access. Why?
was advertising land it did not need or properties that Werg@ecause these properties are worth a lot of money and it is a
outside the scope of what we need for the profile of thqt of money in the pocket of the South Australian Housing
people we are attempting to serve, or the government needggst which, after all, is a wholly-owned subsidiary of the
to be attempting to serve, one could understand it. Anothesqth Australian government.
advertisement ifThe Advertisewas as follows: It absolutely staggers me that the government should

Neat and affordable at Osborne, 6 Northolt Road. Three bedroogretend to have some social conscience and then flog off

maisonette with separate lounge and quality timber floors, updat ; : A
kitchen and wet areas, good offstreet parking, room for a large she ,O uses in the very areas in which it says there should be some

very close to marina, shops, schools and an easy stroll to the beaéfQ(éial Pi]r.lC|US.iOI}. It just beW”derz me, butzthere i’{)is in b|a(r3‘k
The price guide for that property is $210 000. and white—in four years | am down to 205 at best. In the

Why is the Housing Trust selling off properties which Kensington area, which | think | share with the member for

it . Hartley—
?
seem to me to fit ideally in that category? | do not know the Ms Portolesi- Norwood now.

answer to that, and it is puzzling to me that we have what . .
appear to be neat, renovated, freshly painted properties, yet MS CHAPMAN: Kensington now—in 2010.

they are being flogged off. Recently, | made an assessment Ms Portolesi: Kensington Park, Kensington Gardens.
of what Housing Trust stock | had within my own electorate. Ms CHAPMAN: Kensington.

When | came into the house 4Y2 years ago, | met with the MsPortolesi: No, | have Kensington Park.
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MsCHAPMAN: | have a bit of it at the moment. | share report highlighted what an at-risk area the corner site of the
with the member for Hartley at the moment. As the membeGlenside Hospital is. Nevertheless, the minister wants to
for Hartley rightly points outs, there will be a change of build a 21-unit facility there.
boundaries (as proposed by Justice Perry) in 2010, but at | am happy to say this in the house: | am very happy to
present we share. | am not quite sure how many we share ftcommodate 21 extra Housing Trust tenants in my elector-
that group in that suburb. It could be even fewer. | could haveite. | am devastated that | have lost nearly half of those |
been ripped off by a few more; a few more could have beeajready had. However, this is not the right site. This would
flogged off. I suggest the member check her electorate, anghve to be the most stupid place in which to put a Housing
| also suggest that the member for Norwood check herryst development—next to a mental health facility, which
electorate as well as the member for Waite and the membg¥ill now accommodate (and, as we know, it has already been
for Unley and any other areas where we have a high conce@nnounced in the budget) a drug and alcohol unit facility, all
tration of properties rapidly increasingly in value in which, around the three structures that are to be consolidated on this
historically, we have had Housing Trust homes availablgite. There are aged care people living there, and there is a
which have been flogged off for profit by this government. water hazard on the other side. How stupid it is to try to place

With reference to the public housing and subsidisedurther Housing Trust tenants and squash them into this little
housing that | have identified, | ask the question: who isgrea.
responsible? | think itis important that we have on the record | gt me say one other thing for the record. | have been
in this Fjebate the significance of the fundmg arrangementauite vocal on the question of stormwater management and
There is one other matter | want to raise on the rental stockpe se of the thousands of gigalitres a year which flow from
In my electorate there is a proposal by the government, g,y electorate and which usually go down and drown the poor
property owned by the Land Management Corporation, t@d people in the West Torrens electorate, some in Unley on
build a 21 unit 3 storey block of Housing Trust accommodathe way and even some in Waite. The proposal that is under
tion. | have seen the plans for it and | do not have anygnsideration to help secure all this water, which | ask the
personal view about the structure—it seems to be sound anghyernment to seriously consider in trying to capture and
probat_)ly in keeplng with accommodation for single Persongetain the massive amount of stormwater that comes out,
in particular. Obviously you would not propose putting big jnyolves the extension of the culvert under the Fullarton Road
families in high storey places, but this is the proposal that i$\ng Greenhill Road intersection. It is about a $2.6 million
in place._ There has been a major groundswell of dlsconterﬂ)troject_ Work has been under way to provide all the costings
about this. - for this project, with a view to South Parklands extension and

The Burnside Council is unhappy because there are regétention facilities. It is lunacy to proceed with a project such
transport problems. In fact, previously, it rejected a proposal s this when there are so many other issues at stake.
for the development of an aged care facility on the same site
because of the traffic that would be going out onto a busy  The Hon. J.W. WEATHERILL (Minister for Families
intersection at Fullarton and Greenhill roads. That was ongng Communities): | move:
of the main reasons. So the council had those issues. There
are aged people living next door who say the structure hag,,
real problems, as far as they are concerned. Itis highrise. The i )
government says there is the old ETSA building down the Motion carried.
road and what is behind that is high rise, so you can put up o
with high rise and so forth, but they have their objections. MSCHAPMAN: The other matter | want to mention in

It is important to appreciate that this site is adjacent to théelation to the stock and its disposal is that, at the end of
Glenside Hospital site which abuts Fullarton Road and bitdanuary (I do not have the exact date), in the tender section
of it have been transferred off over the years. | note th&f the Monday edition oThe Advertiserthe Department for
Premier's commitment to keep this site, and we are lookind-a@Mmilies and Communities Housing Asset Services tender
forward to seeing Commissioner Cappo’s recommendatiorfdetails were published. The article states as follows:
in his mental health report as to what is going to be done with  Purchasing Agent Services (Residential Properties) Housing
this site. The Premier has, at the very least, indicated that fisset Services Division is looking to appoint a qualified independent
will not be sold off and that it will be kept for mental health purchasing agent (s) to provide advice and assistance in locating and

s . . urchasing targeted properties.
facilities, and we are yet to see how that will be done. A p|ec<£J
of it is known as the Heritage Orchard, which is part of theOf course, we are not allowed to obtain a copy of the tender
Glenside Hospital site. It still has all the old trees there—whaglocument off the website any more. They have all these new
is left of them. | think there are 25 significant trees under théules about secrecy and what we are not allowed to have,
significant trees PAR. But, in any event, this is a site orPecause we must have a licence number. | have complained
which the minister has announced he wants to put 21 unitén the house before about the lack of information and what we

Itis also, | should say, abutting a stormwater drain. Thisare even allowed to look at on the public record in respect of
is a stormwater drain which, according to the Brownhillhow our money is being spent in the very significant area of
Creek stormwater study, is in a one in 100 year flood zong€al estate and real property and major projects with respect
How clever of the government to think of putting a block of to this government. Anyway, that is another story.
flats right next to a stormwater drain. Anyway, that is  This is consistent with the direction that the government
something that, no doubt, he has taken into consideration—i$ taking with respect to its intention to sell off property.
have raised it in the house a few times. In fact, | remembeWhat is concerning about it is that the publication of this
the former minister for planning came out in some haste—Information raises concerns even amongst the ordinary people
think, in a valiant attempt to try to help the people who werewho are out there living in Housing Trust properties. Not
drowning in Unley—and produced an interim PAR to try to surprisingly, | received a letter from a member of the Housing
protect people from the flooding problem out there. ThisTrust community who has been a resident at Fullarton for

That the time for moving the adjournment of the house be
ended beyond 5 p.m.
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some time. She lives on her own and is of quite a mature ageomplaint of the government when it is this government,
In a question to me in her letter, she said: along with all Labor governments around the country, that

What exactly is meant by ‘targeted properties'? Does the Housin§as Signed up to the current agreement.
Trust have a list of addresses of properties it wishes to dispose of? However, it is fair to place on the table—and | think this
If so, I would like to have a copy of this list. is an important acknowledgment of where the minister is
I am sorry, madam, you have probably got a snowball'sight—that there has been a reduction in support at the
chance in hell of actually ever getting a copy of the list, letcommonwealth level. In 1996 under the new federal Liberal
alone be told whether your property is under consideration fogovernment, there had been a reduction all around the country
sale, renovation, disposal, bulldozing or whatever else. Sh® every state of the base amount paid by the commonwealth
lives in a facility of 106 dwellings on 5%z acres in Fullarton. to the states. In our case it was about a $50 million drop. It
It is one of the very popular and valuable suburbs for reals credible and appropriate when the minister says that the
estate, particularly being a residential zone. She was told thabmmonwealth has let us down in reducing the money
there was to be an upgrade starting about six years ago. It stillvailable to us as a state. | accept that. It is right and it is of
has about three years to go. A whole section of this facilityconcern.
abutting the Fullarton Road end has not been done atall.  However, itis frustrating that, when we hear the complaint

| ask the minister: is the Housing Trust intending to sellabout this, we do not hear the other side of the equation about
part of this property or that section? Why does the trust notvhat extra provision has been made in other areas. For the
at least advise the tenants about what is going on? Why caecord, let me say that, although there was a base drop in
the tenants not be kept informed? | address that questiat®96, the records clearly show that there has been a continued
directly to the minister because when this bill gets throughincrease since, and | suppose if we did not have the original
parliament—of course, the government has the numbers hewrop it would be sitting up at a higher level—that is a
but it has to get through the other house—the minister iseasonable argument. From 1997 to 2006, let alone the
going to be absolutely in control of the Housing Trust. The2006-07 year, we have actually had an increase of
board is going; it is getting sacked—'Don’t come Monday. $33.6 million into the state from rent assistance expenditure.
The minister and/or his successor and his CEO and/or his @o, it is not acceptable for the government to say, ‘Those very
her successor will be in charge and will have absolute controbad, naughty commonwealth people have left us in the lurch
| ask the minister: why can he not tell Housing Trust tenantshere. They have taken out money and they have not explained
firstly, if there is going to be a major renovation and what isthat on the flipside there has been a significant amount.’
going on? There are two years (on either end of that) for which | do not

| received another query recently about major vacancyave the data, and it may well be that it surpasses that.
periods. That is where properties are not going to be redevel- The minister is right when he complains of a change of
oped because, as the minister has explained to the houending by the agreement, but he did sign up to this one and
before, sometimes they have to wait until there is a numbee did not achieve any remedy of that. It is only fair that, if
of them to redo the whole lot, so some of them are sitting/ou talk about money being taken out of one pool, you cover
vacant before they bulldoze the lot, or whatever they do fofrom another. We now have a situation where the minister
redevelopment. | understand that, and that is reasonable, kgdays, ‘We have actually increased our share. We have put
what is unreasonable is that the existing tenants are not tolchore money than the agreement proposes.’ That is good
If we cannot look at the tender documents, if we cannot knovbecause a couple of one-off payments have come in allowing
what is going to be sold from the land management websitthis government to increase it. The reality is that the
any more, at the very least let the people know who are livingommonwealth now provides 72 per cent of the funding
in these places (and for some of them it has been their longinder the agreement with South Australia; so, in essence, in
term home for many years) what on earth is going on. the 2003-08 period, by way of comparison, the government

I turn now to the funding, which | commented on briefly. will contribute $135.674 million and the commonwealth will
There is a commonwealth-state funding agreement essentialipntribute $361.545 million.
covering the cost of public housing. Whilst the South  The other aspect of this in keeping everything on the table
Australian government and state governments around the that since 1996, and several years after that, there has been
country have jurisdiction and a responsibility for the provi-a massive increase in money that has come into this state
sion of public housing (a service delivery which is a responsifrom goods and services tax—far more than was ever
bility of state governments), obviously it is also the responsibudgeted for—yet the minister gives no credit for that
bility of commonwealth governments to provide money—andunding being available. There is also no credit being given
they do it for all sorts of things. It is all our money, | might for the state tax revenue that is received, particularly from
say. It is money that taxpayers pay into the coffers ofproperty taxes, to which | will refer shortly. There has been
Canberra which then gets distributed out in all sorts of waysa massive increase in money available, primarily from stamp

The bottom line is that, as in many service provisionsduty on real estate and transactions, that has bolstered the
whether it is in health or housing (as in this instance), theréunding that has been created from real estate and housing.
are commonwealth-state agreements. We are, | think nextis certainly in the Treasury accounts and, to that extent, it
year, to come to the end of our current agreement, thbhas profited out of the housing of this state. | will have
2003-08 agreement, which was born in the time of thissomething to say about what moneys should be reallocated
government and, of course, given election timing, inevitablytowards the public housing, as we have known it—towards
will be signed again by this government. It is one which isthe affordable housing, as the government calls it and
often used as the excuse or explanation as to why developubsidised housing, as | have defined it.
ment of public housing is skint; is under pressure. It is In respect of the clients, | have indicated a profile of
because the commonwealth is not doing its job and it haslients (or customers) of the Housing Trust and in public
reduced its commitment under the Commonwealth-Stathousing. | want to identify, though, some new areas where we
Housing Agreement. It puzzles me why that should be anticipate some increase which are going to increase the pool
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of demand. One is the area of the homeless, that is, those whatarming to think that it has now become a chronic situation.
are defined as not having any available accommodation aréb, people on a low income, who may work in the city but
who, as we know, are sleeping in cars; sometimes they ative away from their work, have a reduced capacity to be able
sleeping out in the open. We see our homeless sleeping to get to work at a low cost, obviously because they have
parklands. | was disturbed to read under a social welfarencreased transport costs. Having said that, | assume that
investigation byThe City Messengex published article on those people can find accommodation or move to an area that
25 January this year, where an Anglicare worker claimed thas on a bus or tram route, or the like.

children and families are sleeping rough in the city Parklands, |n hjs published comments on 1 February 2007, Lord
and particularly described a situation where babyWear haMayor Harbison expressed his concern that a proposed
been slung between apparatus, | think, in the East Parklangg million plan to build 28 low-cost rental apartments in
where horse jumping events are undertaken. It is reallyyhjtmore Square had been left in limbo for two years. So,

disturbing to think that little babies, with nappies and soagain, we are big on announcements but not on actually

forth, are on parade and living out in the open in a parklandgetting on with it. The article states:

The story claimed that the mother and child had been sieeping Adelaide City Council suggested the project in June 2005 but is

in a car, but had set up camp, S0 to speak, in the Parkland et to finalise a funding agreement with the state government. . . The
I'hasten to add that it is not a new issue. Members coulgqgyncil allocated $3.9 million to the apartments from its 2006-07

read excerpts from our published daily newspapers in thisudget, but the state government is yet to fully commit to the project.

state, particularly in the latter part of the 19th century wher;ghink itis really a shame that we have a project that has been

laws and ordinances were passed to prohibit homele £ UD. with monev on the table from one party. and vet the
persons sleeping overnight in the Parklands, because of it up. y party, Y

large number of homeless and destitute. Tragically, back iR government is dragging the chain. There may be other
those times there was enormous financial pressure in thif®J€cts that the minister could identify where their money
state, and there was a high level of suicide in the Rivef> ON Fhe table and others are ‘.’“!99'”9 the Ch"?“.n' We have a
Torrens. We will not go through and traverse all of that; thats'tuatIon where we have very limited opportunities for low-

was a problem well over a century ago, but | make the pc)inkncome workers working in the city but living outside of the

that it is not new issue. We have had governments before what: and we have a project that has been on the boil but is

say that it is shameful and we need to do something about fow sitting there SImmering on the backburner for a qouple
years, even though there is a whole lot of money sitting on

We have had this government, ministers and Commission%e table for this project. That is very concerning because rent
Cappo conducting inquiries and say how terrible it is, but in project. Y 9

five years we have not made a scrap of difference. and vacancy rates in rental accommodation and values of

It may be that we have changed some of the numbers; R;opertlefs are nowheri.near being re(ljlez(ed. Frglmtlthet fpomt
may be that some different people are in that profile, buf |V|e(\j/vo apeLson Seeking accommodation as distinctfrom
some 800 people every night sleep without shelter in housina andowner, that situation is not going to improve.
form. | think that is an indictment. | am not saying that those ~ We have the homeless, we have students, we have
who work in this area are not trying hard, but it is very displaced people, we have people who are made poorer by
concerning. One of the government's recent announcemenfi&ving to live some distance away from their work, and we
was to have the residents who are otherwise homeless takiWVe another couple of categories: immigrants and refugees.
up the facilities at Acton House, which is in the south-easiVe have 13000 refugees, for example, who come to
corner of the City of Adelaide, and all relocated into KentAustralia every year. We take our share and we welcome
Town while the property was renovated. Now, no one wouldhem here. We make provision through the Housing Trust for
criticise the government for renovating the property. Obvi-2ccommodation for up to three months, and there are some
ously, they have to be accommodated somewhere, butdedicated houses for them. People in a refugee situation, by
thought it was rather lunatic—the best way to describe it—their very nature, are people who are in a fairly difficult
that to relocate them they pushed out a whole lot of studengtuation and finance issues are usually at the forefront. They
who were living in accommodation with their claim to have May have health issues, they may have language issues, and
only a few weeks notice. they may not arrive with the necessary skills or education to

Not only were they up in arms about that, but localimmediately take up employment. So, they come with a
residents were also up in arms about the issue of a whole |@5\fh0|e lot of extra burden to Cal‘ry than the aVerage residents.
of other persons coming into the neighbourhood. | just found | have a young tenant in my area—who | will call Z for
it puzzling that a government would say, ‘We’re going tothe purpose of this exercise—who came here and remains
move one set of homeless people into a facility and dischargeere from Afghanistan. She is going back to complete her
them and create another set of homeless.’ It just seemed to bducation with the support of the local community and, in
very peculiar, especially when they are obviously mostlyparticular, a refugee support group in my area keen to assist
overseas students who are paying good money to be here apeople in this plight. She lives in a flat owned by the Housing
who had spent their year in study last year, only to come backrust. She is at school and a number of her family members
to find that they have an eviction notice and have to find othenave since come out. She has been back to Pakistan to have
accommodation. They are clearly not in the category oome family members brought out. She has sisters-in-law and
people who could do so. | did find it rather odd to think thatl think there are three babies in the household. This young
we would just displace one lot with another. woman has saved up to bring out her family, and that is

I was also interested to note that, because of rental pricesrrific. Until recently she had up to 13 people living in her
in the Adelaide city area—and Lord Mayor Harbison hasflat. So we are looking at a new category of people—another
made some comment about this—lower paid employees, thaew level of demand on our housing structure. This support
is, low income people who are in the workforce, can nogroup went to the Housing Trust with her and found some
longer afford to live in the city. Some of it is house prices,facilities, not through the Housing Trust but through
obviously, and some of it is available resource, but it isSt Vincent de Paul, for at least the grandmother, her mother,
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husband and two sisters, but she still has some of the otheental or purchase market do not get tipped out of that group
family still living in her house. So we have this extra load. and into the group that needs support.

There are a number of examples of refugees, but rather In other words, we need to make sure that those who can
than delay the debate on that aspect | will place on the recorafford it now keep on being able to afford it and that their
another growing area of concern: namely, people who requirehildren can keep on affording it because, if we start creating
accommodation (usually mature aged) because they fimgroblems there and we do not have policies in place to ensure
themselves, through no fault of their own, taking on thethat that is contained, they will just add to the burden. They
responsibility of grandchildren. We hear of some fairly sadwill move out of the list of being able to look after them-
cases in this category. Sometimes it is because parents dgzlves in housing over into the list that needs the support of
Forty years ago if children were left as orphans or in need athe government. Essentially, that is all of us, in the sense of
care—sometimes even children from intact families—theythe funding that is put in there. | do to make some comments
went into orphanages. That is how we dealt with it 40 yearén relation to where we are going with that, because | think
ago. However, relatives and families often take on thewe are in a dangerous situation. That is a group that is under
responsibility for children because one or other of theimpressure, and one of the proposals under this legislation will
parents have parted, usually in circumstances where therersake it worse. Let us look at the current level of housing
a major health factor involved. Tragically, now there is a highaffordability in Australia.
incidence of young people who have children but who also Whilst this fluctuates from time to time, housing afford-
have drug and alcohol addictions, and then there are thosility is becoming chronic. | learned only this morning that
who are in prison and the like. The demand for grandparentsn the affordability scale it is less affordable to buy a
to come in and take over the responsibility for their grandproperty in Sydney. That is a scale that compares the value
child or grandchildren is at an alarming level. of an asset relative to the median income of a household, and

The problem in relation to housing is that quite often theythat what is considered to be okay is about a three ratio factor,
have downsized into smaller accommodation for their maturéhat is, the value of the house versus the total of the median
years and it is not big enough for the grandchildren. There armcome of the household. In South Australia we are at about
difficulties when they have already moved into a retiremen®6.6, and affordability on that scale is dangerously high
village and find that, when the grandchildren come to livebecause it is very exclusionary. Sydney is actually, on that
with them, they have to move out because the rules do naicale, in world terms more expensive than New York. It is
allow for children. Those facilities are for a dedicatedcold comfort, to some degree. It is not something exclusive
purpose—grouping ageing people together to provide th# South Australia or to Australia, but we need to understand
services they need. That is to be supported, but suddenly théyat at the moment in Australia families on average require
have two or three children, the facility is not suitable and they83.8 per cent of their income to pay the average home loan.
have to buy or rent in the private market or move into the If we go from value of house to median income to the
public housing area. Often when they resell out of themonthly repayments to income, the home loan affordability
residential facility they have moved into, having paid a lot ofreport tells us that Australian families on average require one-
money to do so, the penalty rates for withdrawing arethird of their income to pay their home loan. Among the
horrific. Members would appreciate what | am saying as theECD countries only New Zealand and the Netherlands have
have heard these stories in their own electorates. a higher proportion of mortgage debt, and in the Netherlands

We have a new group emerging and ever growing thathere is a new policy whereby owner/occupiers can negative
often needs access to public housing, sometimes on gear against their interest rates, which essentially makes
temporary basis, sometimes only for a year or two as they caftustralia the second least affordable against New Zealand in
move into the temporary accommodation and rent out theithe world. South Australia is in that boat. It goes up and down
own house and may need supplementary or full support to ga bit but, at the moment, while it is slightly more affordable
into public housing. It may be only for a year or so while than the national average, South Australian families pay an
their son or daughter is able to have treatment, serve a pris@verage of 29.8 per cent of their income to pay the average
term or something else. | refer to situations where the parentsan. The alarming bit is that this has increased from 28.1 per
of a child are in a health situation related to drug or alcohotent in September 2005.
abuse, and it is fairly cyclic. Many would appreciate that a  All states are facing unaffordability. Real estate prices in
few weeks of treatment in hospital will not solve their Australia have increased 70 per cent in the decade to 2003.
problems. Itis ongoing and there often needs to be a suppdrtdo not have the figures past that but, obviously, it is
base provided by the grandparents, even if the children ngpiralling up. In South Australia the median house price has
longer reside with them permanently. They need a regulaiisen from $275 000 in September 2005 to $285 000 in
respite facility for grandchildren during episodic lapses intoSeptember 2006. Some one million Australian families (one
use of the drug. in seven families) are experiencing house stress. This is very

Itis a problem, and we know that that is going to escalatémportant because we have a South Australian Strategic Plan
on the demand side of the population, which would increastarget on this issue. Some one million Australian families are
the 30 per cent total pool that we need to be thinking aboypaying 30 per cent of their income on housing, and 500 000
here, as to how we give them accessible housing. We havustralians are in housing crisis paying more than 50 per cent
the higher need, we have the poor and we have these othefrtheir income on housing. Itis not difficult to see that with
groups that are emerging and growing, and that is putting0 per cent in the private market some of them will be flipped
pressure on the number of people we have to provide for. Thever very quickly into the higher need department for help by
other big pressure on subsidised housing is what we do ithe government if we do not contain this issue for them.
policy direction, particularly what governments do in It is my view that this bill, in particular the proposed
implementing legislation that comes through here. We havlousing affordability initiatives in it, will only exacerbate the
to think carefully about what we do to make sure that the 7Gituation. Any proposal to increase the cost of buying a
per cent or so who are currently able to access the privateome—which is what this bill will do—will make it much
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harder for first home buyers and people who can just afford Queensland has an 18 000 net plus influx of people, and
it to enter the market. They will be forced to join the pool of it is picking up our young people, which has some real
people who rely on subsidised housing. First home buyers amnsequences for our state. There is a $10 000 good reason
among the first affected, and for many members of thisvhy, if you were a first home buyer and comparing nothing
chamber it is our children. | have children—one is recentlyelse, you would buy a house in Queensland. You have the
married and in the market and another one is trying to get intsurf, the sun and all those other things that might be attractive
the market. | have experienced first hand what is happeningp young people, but there is a $10 000 reason why you
and | am sure other members may have as well. would pick up your bags, pack up your computer and your

Some younger members going into the market for the firsinobile phone and choof off to Queensland. That is a very
time may be experiencing it; their parents may be selling theipttractive deal. - .
property or moving out of rental accommodation into what ~South Australia and Victoria consistently charge much
they would see as smaller accommodation and they are nbtgher stamp duty on all property price bands. Members may
getting any change for their exchange or they have a deficifave seen some of the publications on this but, essentially, if
In every age group we are seeing the consequences aM@u are paying in that $200 000 and $300 000 bracket and
legacy of this situation. Nowhere is it more stark and more/ou are paying $8 000 to $10 000 in stamp duty (which bears
destructive in the long term than amongst first home buyerg0 comparison to interstate), why would you stay? The Real
where they are tossed out of the ‘can do themselves’ area afi$tate Institute of South Australia, the Property Council of
put into the supported area. The share of first home buyers outh Australia and the Housing Industry Association have
the market has fallen to 17.4 per cent from the usual averadilled on government to give tax relief and not add more cost
of 21.8 per cent. to housing. _

| was interested to read the financial accounts that the Cl€arly, we need a review of all the property-related taxes,
government published in mid December last year. The actué{PdUd'.ng stamp duty, property “af‘s“efsv mortgages, land tax,
income and expenditure on government departments di§°UNCil rates, property-based levies and charges, emergency
closed a $15 million shortfall in the Families and Communi-S€TVices, stormwater, water and sewerage charges, develop-
ties housing division—$15 million! How could that possibly ment levies and the list goes on. The final outcome budget for

happen? How is it there is a desperate need for housing arfy05-06 (this is the _docume_nt to which I referred and \.Nh'Ch
there is a $15 million deficit in budget versus actual for 20063N€ Treasurer published mid December last year) is that
There could be reasons such as slippage, projects beilf§CPerty-based taxes amounted to 10 per cent of total
started and not being finished and projects being delayed, & venue—S1.119 billion raised through property taxes of a

they have not yet got a contractor or tenderer. We are used gtal revenue of $11.242 billion. .
all those excuses, some of which are quite valid. I did have a breakdown of those property taxes but, if my

memory serves me correctly, out of that $1.119 billion about

. Interestylngly, tr’1e Treasurers report—I ca]l it Fhe $120 million came straight from stamp duty, and a major
Treasurer's report’ because his department publishes it angh, i of that has not been budgeted for, but | will refer to

adds to the commentary—refers to th% reduction in first homg, + |ater. Those organisations recently made the point to the
owner grants..What dogs that tell us? It tells us exactly thig; o government select committee on property taxes in a
flgu[e.. thfereﬂ:s ? fﬂ: in the number tOf peoplefw?}p r‘;"resubmission on 19 January 2007 that investors are selling their
applying tor In€ Tirst home owner grant—some of WhICN ISy, 55ty investments because of ever-increasing government

commonwealth benefit and some of which is a state benefit, 5105 and taxes and not buying into the market for the same
to which money has been allocated on the basis they will bg, o<

in the market; and now they are not. That has dropped from 5 e; he past four years, land tax (which is particularly
the usual average of 21.8 per cent of all thos_e bl_Jymg Propertyayant here) on all property has gone up by 148 per cent
down to 17.4 per cent. There is a reduction in first NOM&,jje ayerage rents increased by 20 per cent. This is making
owners out there for ObVIOUS. reasons. They have beefl ogiment in residential housing extremely unattractive. |
whacked out of the market by high prices, and for a numbey,;ant 1o make one comment on land tax. Previous govern-
of other reasons that | want to run through briefly. -~ panis have had land tax. This government has maintained it.

The average first home loan repayment in Adelaide i recall that the Treasurer announced some moderate relief,
$17 000 to 18 000 per annum which means that you need\ghich was soon swallowed up within a few months on the
wage of $71 000 and which, clearly, is unaffordable for manyajue of properties, so that was a bit of a snap in the dark. We
first home buyers. What are the other impediments for thigot a sort of bleating relief. | remember—being one of the
group? We have the government charges, and that is a reg 000 land tax payers in South Australia—getting a nice
question as to whether governments can contain thenfitle letter from the Premier with a bit of a refund, and then
whether they can cut them or whether they can give somg huge bill, and just being absolutely gobsmacked at the
rebate or relief. Quite clearly, they are already too high. I willaydacity of sending them out almost contemporaneously. |
give members some brief information on this. made the inquiry, ‘Can | actually offset one against the

With respect to stamp duty for first home buyers, andther?’ ‘Oh, no, madam, you have to pay this one now and
taking into account first home buyer concessions, Soutkou will get your actual cheque’—having got the notice of
Australia is the worst of all states for stamp duty on properwhat | was going to get back, and it came in a few months
ties for first home buyers. In buying a $300 000 home, firstater. So, wonderful world, government. Land tax payers, to
home buyers in South Australia pay $11 330 in stamp dutythat extent, are at the mercy of governments and, arguably,
In Queensland they pay $1 000. That is a $10 000 reason f@revious governments have been as keen to call in that
first home buyers to live in Queensland. So, does it surpriseevenue as anyone else. We have had a massive increase in
us that there is a population shift of our young people fronproperty, we have had no shift in threshold—I think a
this and, in fact, some of other states to Queensland? We hamearginal announcement in the last budget—but essentially
a net 3 500 loss of people out of this state every year. no relief.
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| put this to one of the ministers who sit on the front bench NATURAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT

of this house. | will not even name him because it would be (EXTENSION OF TERMS OF OFFICE)

so embarrassing to have it out there. | put it to him, on an AMENDMENT BILL

issue in relation to land tax, ‘Do you not understand that a ) o ) )

high land tax actually hurts the very people you profess to be Received from the Legislative Council and read a first

supporting? That is, the person who is a tenant in a privat[éme'

‘rental situation.” He sa_ud, ‘How does that wor_k?’ I_sa|d, The Hon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Health): | move:

Well, because of the high level of land tax that is going on - )
. That this bill be now read a second time.

to these properties. Most of these land owners are actually . .

small people, they are not some very rich property owners. | seek leave to have the second reading explanation

They may own one or two other properties, it is their income,mserted inHansardwithout my reading it.
Leave granted.

etc.’ He said, ‘No, no, no, that cannot happen, that cannot The Natural R " © Act 200 effectivel

e Natural Resources Management Ac effectively
happen, because the Iar!dlord, by law, has to ,pay the land taB(een in full operation since July 2005 and has led to significant
They cannot hand the bill over to the tenant. improvements in the way South Australia’s natural resources are

; il ‘ viewed and managed.
| walked away from him thinking to myself, ‘I cannot There have certainly been improvements in developing and

believe | just heard that as the explanation.” He did nofmplementing natural resources management and a key to this
understand that if you are the landlord and you have to paghange has been the integrated approach taken by the Natural

water, maintenance, land tax or repairs to the property, dresources Management Council and the eight regional natural
. d hat in th | hr?sources management boards.
course you are going to accommodate that in the rental thal the Governor appoints members to both the Council and to the

is set to be charged and paid for by the tenant. You do ndioards for a term not exceeding three years.

have to be a mental greyhound to understand basic maths. Administratively, a policy has been adopted whereby approxi-
ately half the members of each body are appointed for a term of

Saying, ‘No, no, no, the tenant is prqtgqted because thﬁ/o years and the remainder for a term of the full three years. This
landlord, by law, has to pay the land tax,’ is just so nonsensinegates the possibility that all members could potentially complete

cal, it is just so stupid, that | could hardly believe my ears. their first term on the same date but is particularly important at the
completion of their second term — a member of the Natural Re-
Some landlords have told me that they have got tenants ipurces Management Council or a regional natural resources

properties that they own that just cannot afford an increasepanagement board cannot serve as a member for more than six

and to some degree they have absorbed the extra land tax, [§@Rsecutive years. )
. . Members of the Natural Resources Management Council were
most of them, when it comes to the rent review, have had n@pnointed for terms ranging from two years to three years from 30

other choice but to pass that on in the review of the value of\pril 2005. For each of the eight regional natural resources
the rent they charge. That is a fact of life. To hide behind th%:nanagement boards members were also appointed for terms ranging
T

. . . . L om two years to three years from 14 April 2005.
concept that there is some kind of immunity of obligation of This n¥inor amendmgnt provides tha? where the Governor has

payment by a tenant arising out of a tax liability that is onlyappointed a person as a member of the Natural Resources Manage-
payable by the person who owns the property is naive an@ent Council or aregional natural resources management board for

. . . T atermthatis less than the maximum three years under the Act, then
stupid. If that is the sort of understanding that is sitting in the,&' g overnor can extend the term of appoint¥nent up to the maximum

cabinet when it makes decisions about whether we apply lanéiree year term, without having to go through the statutory appoint-
tax and continue to apply it to the 90 000 land tax payers ir‘merl\l/tI pfobceSS-“h c i and the board i their first & q
; ; . embers of the Council and the boards are in their first term an
th|§ state, then | shudder to think of what other decisions &Both the Council and the boards are still in the process of completing
being made. their establishment. In addition, the boards will be reaching a critical

| heard another statement, which was, ‘They cannot paﬁhase in the development of their first comprehensive regional
’ ' atural resources management plans during the middle of 2007.

the land tax—sell the property.” That is an option, thatis true. ™ The procedures set out in thiatural Resources Management Act
Who is going to buy it? We have just heard of the massive004for the appointment of members to the NRM Council and the

reduction of investment, and the new committee has heard éq!gional NRM boards require Significant periods to elapse in relation

. . . . .. _to the nomination of certain members. Due to the ongoing nature of
the massive reduction of investment into real estate arisine " estaplishment process, along with the importance of the

out of this sort of tax burden. So, it does not help if it is thencontinued smooth implementation of the Act during 2007, it is felt
on-sold—even owned by someone else—because, again, y#\at this continuity of Council and board membership is in the

: . {nterest of all stakeholders.
reduce the available vacancy rate and rental propertlég The amendment provides for the membership to be extended only

available in the rental market to facilitate access to a place trough this critical period without the potential for changed
live. Itis just absolutely mind-boggling to think that govern- membership, while ensuring that the intent of the legislation is

; i _ . i 4pheld. The policy of providing a staggered term for membership
ments arg making QeC|5|ons "?‘b°“t t"."x and it I.S a.sem ill be implemented during the terms of appointment commencing
member in the cabinet who is making a contribution, lfrom 2008.

assume, when it comes to making these decisions in the | commend the Bill to Members.

cabinet. In any event, that is the situation they are in. The 1—Pr5ian1’iLr¢;rAT|ON OF CLAUSES
inquiry (the select committee) on property taxes is continu- 1—short title y
ing. We look forward to their report, but it is quite clear from 2—Amendment provisions

the Real Estate Institute, they have made their submissionand  These clauses are formal.

they have made it loud and clear: the private rental vacancy Ziltrtzgo—4Amendment of Natural Resources Management

rate in Adelaide is already at the alarming rate of 0.05 per 3—Insertion of Schedule 4 clause 57
cent. This bill will make investment even less attractive with This clause inserts a new clause 57 to Schedule 4 of the

passing on the costs. | seek leave to continue my remarks. Natural Resources Management Act 20@habling the
Governor to extend the term of office of certain members of

Leave granted; debate adjourned. the NRM Council or regional NRM boards (but not so the
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total term of office of the member exceeds 3 years) and

2 : . CRIMINAL LAW CONSOLIDATION (DRINK
makes related administrative provisions.

SPIKING) AMENDMENT BILL
Ms CHAPMAN secured the adjournment of the debate. The Legislative Council agreed to the bill with the

amendments indicated by the following schedule, to which
amendments the Legislative Council desires the concurrence
of the House of Assembly:

S . . . No. 1—Clause 4, page 2, after line 21—
The Legislative Council agreed to the bill with the Insert: bag

SUMMARY OFFENCES (GATECRASHERS AT
PARTIES) AMENDMENT BILL

amendments indicated by the following schedule, to which
amendments the Legislative Council desires the concurrence
of the House of Assembly:
No. 1. Page 5, line 5 (clause 5)—Before ‘by’ insert:
on premises (other than residential premises)
No. 2. Page 5, line 8 (clause 5)—After ‘1997’ insert:
(other than a limited licence granted under that act for a
term of not more than 24 hours)
Consideration in committee.
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | move:
That the Legislative Council’s amendments be agreed to.
MsCHAPMAN: Ms Acting Chairman, | draw your
attention to the state of the committee.

A quorum having been formed:

Mrs REDMOND: Because | do not have my bookwork
with me, can | clarify with the Attorney that these are the
ones which | have already communicated to your office as
being acceptable to the opposition. | am withdrawing the
amendments | had on file in relation to this bill and accept the
Attorney’s proposal.

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: During debate on this bill
in the house, the member for Heysen, on behalf of the Liberal
opposition, made suggestions on how the bill could be
improved. | took them to the policy and legislation section of
my department, and we came up with a formula for satisfying
the member for Heysen. My understanding was that she was
indeed satisfied with our proposal. The amendments were
moved in another place and, | am informed, opposed by the
Hon. Robert Lawson. They were then moved by the Hon.
Ann Bressington, they prevailed and now here they are.

MrsREDMOND: | think that the Attorney’s last
comments relate to the other bill.

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | am willing to accept the
member for Heysen'’s advice on that. If indeed the sequence

(1a) A person is guilty of an offence if, between the
hours of 9 pm on any day and 5 am on the following day,
the person enters or remains in licensed premises while
in possession of a prescription drug or controlled drug
that—

(a) is such as to be capable of producing a state of
intgxication in a person who consumes the drug;
an

(b) is not contained in packaging on which is affixed
a prescribed label indicating that the drug was
lawfully prescribed for or supplied to the person.

Maximum penalty: Imprisonment for 30 months.

(1b) It is a defence to a charge of an offence against
subsection (1a) to prove that the prescription drug or
controlled drug was lawfully prescribed for or supplied
to the person or that the person had some other lawful
reason for being in possession of the prescription drug or
controlled drug.

No. 2—Clause 4, page 3, after line 1—
Insert:

controlled drughas the same meaning as in t@en-
trolled Substances Ad984;

No. 3—Clause 4, page 3, after line 3—
Insert:

licensed premisesieans—

(a) licensed premises within the meaning of the
Liquor Licensing Acfl997, other than premises in
respect of which only a restaurant licence or
residential licence is in force; and

(b) the premises defined in the casino licence, within
the meaning of th€asino Actl997, as the prem-
ises to which the licence relates;

prescribed labelmeans a label required by law to be
affixed to a prescription drug or controlled drug and
specifying—

(a) the name (or business name) of the person by
whom the drug is sold or supplied; and

(b) the name of the person for whose use the drug is
sold or supplied; and

(c) the trade name or the approved name of the drug
or, if it does not have either a trade or approved
name, its ingredients;

prescription drughas the same meaning as in tben-
trolled Substances Ad984.

of events was that Mr Lawson opposed the agreed amend- Consideration in committee

ments to the drink spiking bill, I am willing to accept her
word for it.
MrsREDMOND: In order to clarify the situation, we are

TheHon. M .J. ATKINSON: | move:
That the Legislative Council’'s amendments be agreed to.

dealing with the gatecrashers bill at the moment. My MrsREDMOND: The opposition agrees with the

understanding is that | raised certain issues over the definitighmendments. We still think that the bill could possibly be
of who was covered by that legislation. The Attomeylmproved in the sense that the first of the amendments puts
undertook to look at those things. | proposed a couple oft restriction on the hours (between 9 p.m. and 5 a.m.). Indeed,

amendments deleting certain parts of the definition. Duringgge Hon. Ann Bressington moved the government's amend-

the break, the Attorney looked at those things and proposag€nt: One of the government members in the other place
suggested that it was pretty crazy for it to apply between

the two amendments, which appear as Nos 1 and 2. IQ p.m.and 5 a.m. Nevertheless, it is an improvement on what

discussions with his office, it has been agreed that | will 1< there before, and the opposition supports the amend-
remove my proposed amendments, and we will not bgyanis.

pressing them. We have agreed to these amendments. Motion carried.
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | have contacted my office

and, indeed, my first version was correct. Mr Lawson did

oppose the gatecrashing amendments agreed between the

member for Heysen and me. At 5.57 p.m. the house adjourned until Tuesday
Motion carried. 20 February at 2 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT
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