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for 1994. In relation to the first part of the question as to the
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL exact figures, | will be pleased to get a response and bring

back that reply for the benefit of the shadow Minister.
Tuesday 22 February 1994 The staffing formula has not been changed by the
The PRESIDENT (Hon. Peter Dunn)took the Chair at ?overnmgntr.]The stafflngfffom}ula thlat exists in our schoor!s
2.15 p.m. and read prayers. or 1994 is the same staffing formula as existed under the
Labor Government over the past two or three years.

PAPERS TABLED HINDMARSH ISLAND BRIDGE

The following papers were laid on the table:

By the Minister for Education and Children’s Services
(Hon. R. I. Lucas)—

The Hon. BARBARA WIESE: | seek leave to make a
brief explanation before asking the Minister for Transport a

uestion about the Hindmarsh Island bridge.
Privacy Committee of South Australia—Report, 1992-93. q 9

Economic and Finance Committee— Leave granted. . )
Response to the Report of the Economic and Finance The Hon. BARBARA WIESE: Last week in Parliament

Committee into Executive Structure and Salaries. the Minister indicated that she had received advice that ‘a
Rescponse, to the Rer?OfltJOf thfeEECOHO'IT“g and IF'nance bridge of some form must be built between Goolwa and
ommittee into the Use of External Consultants.  yinqmarsh Island’. She advised that the option of incorporat-

By the Attorney-General (Hon. K. T. Griffin)— ing a bridge at the Goolwa barrage was an option that the
Country Fire Service—Report, 1992-93. . Government would investigate further.
Magistrates Court Act 1991—Magistrates Court (Civil) In doing so she was clearly suggesting that the

Rules—Affidavits—Solicitor's Fee—Various. . . . .
Regulations under the following Acts— Government would like to reject the recommendation, which

Fisheries Act 1982—Licence—Abalone Fisheries. ~ Was made to the previous Government by independent

Real Property Act 1886—Revocation of Form of consultants who had looked at a number of options before
Instruments and Certificates of Title. selecting the current location. My questions to the Minister
By the Minister for Consumer Affairs (Hon. K. T. are:
Griffin)— 1. Isittrue that the Government has now received advice
Department of Public and Consumer Affairs—Report, of another legal opinion to the effect that the Government's
1992-93. obligation is to build a bridge at the current location? In other

By the Minister for Transport (Hon. Diana Laidlaw)— Words, there is not a discretion about the question of location.
Outback Areas Community Development Trust—Report, . 2. Has the Government considered this advice, and does
1992-93. itagree?
Wilderness Protection Act—Report, 1992-93. The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: | have not received such
advice and so | am acting, as is the Government, on advice
received from Mr Sam Jacobs, when he recommended that

QUESTION TIME we look at other options, and that is what we are doing.
The Hon. BARBARA WIESE: | have a supplementary
STUDENT NUMBERS qguestion. Will the Minister check her files at her office to

determine whether or not she has in fact received advice of
The Hon. C.J. SUMNER: | seek leave to make a brief the legal opinion to which | refer, because my understanding
explanation before asking the Minister for Education ands that she has?
Children’s Services a question about student enrolments and The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: | am not sure where the
teacher placements. honourable member is getting her advice from within my
Leave granted. office. Every night I look at all the papers | have received that
The Hon. C.J. SUMNER: Since 1989 enrolments in day and | have not sighted such a paper.
primary schools have been increasing and in 1993 totalled The Hon. C.J. Sumner:Will you find out then?
118 000 students. At the same time, secondary enrolments The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: | will find out.
have been trending down and in 1993 fell to 63 000 students.
This represented a reduction of approximately 3 000 students GOOLWA BARRAGE
from 1992. Can the Minister advise the number of students
enrolled this year in primary and secondary schools and The Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES: |seek leave to make
whether staffing allocations have been made on the san@brief explanation before asking the Minister for Transport,
formula for teacher/pupil ratios as were used in 1993?  representing the Minister for the Environment and Natural
The Hon. R.l. LUCAS: | will be pleased to get the actual Resources, a question about the barrage at Goolwa.
figures for the shadow Minister and bring back the detailed Leave granted.
response to those questions. In the broad, my recollection of The Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES: | understand that the
the figures is that, in the first census conducted at the end @fistrict Council of Port Elliot and Goolwa has received
the first week in February, there was a further reduction in thadvice indicating that the barrage at Goolwa would qualify
number of students in Government schools in Southor ‘A’ class listing on the national heritage register. This
Australia, particularly in the secondary sector. There werédarrage would also qualify for listing on the State heritage
certainly fewer students in our Government schools in thdist. | understand that, in 1985, recommendations were made
first week of February than was predicted late last year byo the Government that the barrage should be listed on the
principals. That was some 2 000 to 2 500 fewer students iState heritage list but this was not done, partly because the
our schools than was predicted by principals at the end of laE&WS department classed this as a working barrage and was
year when they went through their estimates for enrolmentsoncerned that should it be heritage listed modifications it
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may need to carry out at any time for its operations could noinquiry to gain a proper perspective of the turmoil faced by
be carried out. | further understand that as recently as 28mall business. They argue that the extension of trading hours
January 1994 the Heritage Branch of the Department ofiill clearly disadvantage small traders as against large
Environment and Natural Resources wrote to the Chiefraders. Small traders are saying that a failure to address the
Executive Officer of the E&WS department requesting thaiother major disadvantages from which they are already
the issue of heritage listing be given further considerationsuffering and which include those issues initially identified
My questions to the Minister are: for investigation is an invitation for disaster. These were a

1. Isthe Minister aware of the advice given to the Districtclear part of the promise made and should be investigated
Council of Port Elliot and Goolwa concerning listing of the together in an inquiry; those were the words—'an inquiry’—
Goolwa barrage on the national heritage register and the Staifeat Mr Ingerson used. My questions to the Minister are:
heritage list? 1. Why has he reneged on a clear pre-election promise to

2. Does the Minister agree that the barrage should bivestigate lease and roll over arrangements for small
placed on both the national and State heritage lists and, if sbusinesses?
will he make representations to the Minister for Transport, 2. Will the Minister broaden the terms of reference of the
who is looking at the possibility of building a bridge at the current inquiry so that the original promise made to small
barrage? traders is met?

The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: | will refer those The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: The Government has not
guestions to my colleague in another place and bring backeneged on its promise.
reply. The Hon. M.J. Elliott interjecting:

The PRESIDENT: Order! The Hon. Mr Elliott had the
TRADING HOURS opportunity to ask his question in silence and | ask him to be
silent now.

The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: | seek leave to make a brief  The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: The terms of reference of the
explanation before asking the Attorney-General, representingop, trading hours inquiry does deal with one aspect of the
the Minister for Industrial Affairs, a question about the shop| andiord and Tenant Act, and that relates to the issue of core
trading hours inquiry. trading hours. The area of landlord and tenant is primarily

Leave granted. ) within the area of consumer affairs, and | have already

The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: Prior to the 11 December established an inquiry and review of the operations of the
State election last year, the South Australian Liberal Partzand|ord and Tenant Act. | have had some discussions
pledged to investigate the issue of shop trading hourgarticularly with the Retail Traders Association.
immediately upon coming into Government. In an election  The honourable member may recall that within a short
pamphlet, of which I have a copy, the then shadow Ministetime after taking office we announced a comprehensive
for Industrial Relations and Tourism, Graham Ingersonreyiew of all the laws administered by the Office of Fair
promised to set up an inquiry into the retail industry to adviserrading, and that review is currently under way. So, if the

on (a) whether shop trading hours should be extended andgnourable member wishes to make some submission about
if so, to what extent and how this should be implemented; (b, or if he has constituents who are anxious to make a

whether there was a need to amend the Landlord and Tenaglipmission, | would invite him to do so through the Acting

Act to give more protection to small businesses whencommissioner for Consumer Affairs, Mr Tony Lawson.
negotiating rollover and new leases and, if so, how this | yespect of the other matters raised by the honourable
should be achieved; (c) whether there was a need to amepgember, | will refer them to my colleague in another place
planning laws relating to shopping centres in our State; angq bring back a reply.

(d) the role of retailers in the tourism industry. The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: Mr President, | desire to ask

~ The inquiry was to have comprised four people: any sypplementary question. Does not the Minister acknow-
mdependen_t chair, a representative of small retailers, Rdge that a single inquiry was promised, and that they are
representative of large retailers and a consumer represenigterrelated matters which should have been covered within
tive. The terms of reference contained within that pamphlegpe inquiry?

were very clear and precise. However, on coming into office  The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: | do not, Mr President. The
the new Liberal Government has already reneged on thgfonourable member is splitting hairs and being quite pedantic
pledge. Instead, the inquiry into shop trading hours angpoyt it. In the interests of retail tenants it is important to
nounced by Mr Ingerson on 9 February will look only in recognise that there does need to be a comprehensive review

isolation at the trading hours issue. _ of the operation of the Landlord and Tenant Act, and that is
Itwill notinvestigate related issues that are hurting smallejng undertaken.

business, such as the need to change the Landlord and Tenant
Act to greater protect small traders on issues such as leases, AUSTRALIAN DEMOCRATS’ POLICY
something which was clearly promised in the election
pamphlet. The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: | seek leave to make a brief
I have heard a large number of horror stories of somexplanation before asking the Hon. Mr Elliott, as Leader of
traders facing rents which sometimes reach 20 per cent dfie Australian Democrats, a question about Democrat policy.
turnover and with some shops in large centres locked into Leave granted.
rental increases of up to 70 per cent. Small stores are bearing The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: It has been reported in the
the brunt of huge rentals, sometimes facing rents of $900 media over recent weeks that the Australian Democrats, who
square metre, with large stores in the same shopping centheld the balance of power in this place, will not support
being charged only about $135 a square metre. legislation announced by the Government prior to the
It has been put to me by small retailers that, withoutDecember 1993 election in respect of non-compulsory voting.
looking at these vital questions, it would be difficult for the This policy and other Government policies were also referred
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to in Her Excellency the Governor’s speech at the opening of That is reality. To claim a mandate for every piece of
this Parliament. information which has been put into policy documents, which

In justifying their stance the Democrats stated that theyare quite significantly lengthy documents, is an absolute
held the view that not everything announced by thehonsense. Itis the obligation of all members of Parliament to
Government prior to achieving an overall victory on 11treat every issue on its merits. That is precisely what the
December could be said to be part of the Government®emocrats did when Labor was in Government, and it is
mandate. My questions to the Hon. Mr Elliott are as follows:precisely what we will do now that the Liberals are in

1. Did the Democrats make themselves familiar with thegovernment. .
Liberal Party policies announced prior to the election? The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: For what part of our policy

2. Of which announced Liberal Party policies did the d0€s the honourable member say we have a mandate?

Australian Democrats announce their disapproval prior to the 1he Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: Anyone who sits down, takes
election? some of the key issues—and | guess that is what the honour-

3. Of which announced Liberal policies did the Australian@P!e member is trying to take this to—such as industrial
Democrats announce their approval prior to the election? 'élations and WorkCover, which were plainly raised during

4. Do the Democrats say that the Government has g’ne election, and examines the policy will find that they are

mandate to do anything; if so, what do they say thecapable of significant interpretation in any direction.
’ y Members interjecting:

Government has a specific mandate to do, having regard to : . . .
the announced policies; and, if we do not have a mandate t The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: That is the real_lty. In fact, in
Iscussions | have had, Ministers have privately acknow-

do things in relation to the announced policies, what are thoﬁedged precisely that. Of course, that is an election stunt: the

policies for which we do not have a mandate? Liberal Party was not going to say anything that would
The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: | thank the honourable frighten anybody. If we take a recent example—

mg:zbtﬁ;fﬂlgls getr;e;(élé?eqsléestlons. Itis a matter which | am Members interjecting:
bRy : The PRESIDENT: Order!

Members interjecting: . , The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: —of Liberal Party behaviour,

_ The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: It does; it is an elevation. |  {here was no doubt that the Liberal Party said it would get rid
did something during the election which | suspect thext compulsory unionism in the Public Service, and that has
honourable member did not do. | knocked on some 7 Ooﬂappened.
doors, and I can tell him that the voters voted on essentially "owever they have gone a step beyond moderate. They
one issue and one issue alone, namely, the competencefye now required that within six weeks everybody should
otherwise of the Labor Party. At door after door, includinggign up to remain members of unions and to do so every 12
from 80 year old people who had voted Labor all their lives,,gnths. | think you have gone beyond your mandate there:

the judgment | was getting was that the Labor Party had wello, have played your games; you have gone beyond moder-
and truly blown it. | can assure the honourable member thaf;s

that was the single issue upon which people vo_ted in that pembers interjecting:

election. They voted for the Liberal Party because it presented The PRESIDENT: Order! | remind members when
itself as being moderate, although already what Mr Ingersoggyijng questions like that not to reflect on the Federal
has done in a few areas raises some questions about whetlifjiament, another Chamber or another member. In the early

or not some lies were told in that regard. part of your response you cast an injurious reflection on one

_ We have also taken the opportunity to poll the electoratonourable member. | remind you not to do that again.
directly, and the honourable member might be interested to

know that 68 per cent of the electorate supports the current FEDERAL OPPOSITION

compulsory voting system. That is from polling that we have

undertaken in recent weeks. The honourable member would The Hon. T. CROTHERS: | seek leave to make a

also be interested to know that the polling shows that 63 pestatement before directing some questions to the Leader of

cent of the electorate believes that the Labor Party and tHéie governing Party in this place on the present position of the

Democrats in the Legislative Council should be willing to national Federal Opposition.

amend legislation, including that which was presented as Leave granted.

Liberal Party promises. The Hon. T. CROTHERS: In an interview conducted by
We have had these issues polled in recent weeks, ankny Baker with the South Australian political scientist Dr

those are the results. That is what people of South Australi@ean Jaensch, recorded in tAdvertiseron Thursday 17

were saying to me when | knocked on doors. We have polleffebruary this year, the following was the first paragraph of

further Statewide, and that is what we have found. The fadhat story, which, incidentally, was about Dr Jaensch’s new

is that the mandate for the Liberal Party was essentially t§00k entitledThe Liberals

replace an incompetent Government; it was largely to give It is difficult to see the Liberal Party winning the 1996 Federal

South Australia good management, something which it haglection, according to Dr Dean Jaensch in his new book.

not had for some time. I think it is fair to say that everyone in South Australia would
You are kidding yourselves if you think that anybody just about agree with Dr Jaensch’s assertion, given the bizarre

votes for any Party because they support every policy it putstate of the Federal Parliamentary Liberal Party both now and

up. People who vote Labor do not support all their policiesjn the previous 10 years. Leaders have come and gone with

those who vote Liberal do not support all their policies; andregular monotony. We have had Malcolm Fraser, Andrew

the same is true of the Democrats. No voter, | believePeacock, John Howard, then Andrew Peacock again, who is

supports the total package of any Party, and | know that someso known to his mates as the colt from Kooyong. He must

members of Parliament do not agree with the full packagebviously be a sprinter as he does not appear to have too

that their own Party has put up. much staying power. Then there appeared on the scene the
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Liberal Party’s Joan of Arc, the Hon. Dr John Hewson. ICouncil, representing the Premier, a question about a
would not presume to indicate whether or not he is a wet oministerial code of practice.

a dry in the Liberal Party’s factional hierarchy. Perhaps he Leave granted.

belongs to neither. It may well be that he is in the damp squib The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS:On 15 February, after being
faction, as he would at least appear to have all the necessatgntacted by constituents in country areas concerned about
attributes of one. the future of the communications branch of the CFS, | asked

Certainly the position has disturbed some present and question on their behalf. Having done that, | then, acting in
prominent South Australian Federal Liberal politicians:what | believed to be a responsible way and in the best
people such as the Hon. Mr Steele Hall, MHR, Mr Alexanderinterest of my constituents, took the trouble to see the
Downer, MHR, the redoubtable Senator Amanda Vanstonappropriate Minister in the other House to explain the
and, last but by no means least, the Leader of the Federsituation and seek some speedy answers to the queries that |
Liberal Party in the National Senate, Senator Robert Hillhad raised. | did that, as | said, in a spirit of cooperation. |
This type of disarray and disorder concerns me greatly, giveexpressed to the Minister the concern that was being express-
that the Federal Senate is supposed to be the States’ Housgto me and asked him for a speedy response and, indeed,
in Canberra where the senators from South Australia shoulde said he would look into it.
be putting their best interests into representing what is best On 17 February a Dorothy Dix question was asked in the
for South Australia. | now direct the following questions to other place on exactly the same subject, to which an answer
the Hon. Mr Lucas as Leader of the governing party in thizame back very quickly. 1, to this stage, have not been given
Council: the courtesy of that answer in writing. | am pleased that | do

1. Does the honourable member believe that the presehtive an answer on a question on diamonds that | asked on the
disgraceful and debilitating in-fighting in the Federal Liberalfirst day of the Parliament. | made particular inquiries today
Party is distracting South Australian Liberal senators fromo see whether there was an answer here but to my
their duties to the extent that they cannot give South Australidisappointment that was not the case. We have been talking
100 per cent of their time and effort as they properly shouldabout mandates and commitments given during election

2. Does the Hon. Mr Lucas agree with his Party’s Federatampaigns. One of the commitments given by the Liberal
President in sending letters out to all his State Presidents afthrty—and they made great play of it—related to their code
apparently getting advance agreement with them that Federalf practice for Ministers. Given that, one would have thought
Liberals who continue to speak out publicly against Drthat we could expect some decency and some propriety to be
Hewson will put their future preselections on the line? given by Ministers when dealing with questions.

3. Is it normal in the Liberal Party for the results of  |am notabout to give up my thesis that there needs to be
preselection ballots to be known in advance before a vote isome cooperation between the Opposition—or the alternative
cast, as would appear to be the case in accordance with tvernment—and the Government, especially in areas of
recent statements of their Federal President? sensitivity such as that within the CFS. My question to the

4. What sort of damage control does the Hon. Mr Lucadremier is: will he instruct his Ministers to act with decency
believe will be necessary in order that South Australians willand propriety in dealing with questions from members of this
not suffer detrimentally in the Senate and elsewhere from thBarliament and to resist a temptation to grandstand in the
agitated turmoil which is now convulsing Federal Liberalrespective Houses to prop up Liberal members in their
members from South Australia and elsewhere? constituencies?

The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: | thank the honourable member ~ The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: | suspect that if the honourable
for that series of questions. Firstly, | refer the honourablenember wants to raise that particular issue there would be a
member to all the publicly released opinion polls in the lasthumber of members in this Chamber who could give him a
two months: Morgan, McNair and, | believe, the Saulwicknumber of examples in relation to the previous Government
poll, which is produced in the Melbourseeand theSydney and previous Ministers’ handling of various questions, in
Morning Herald all of which indicate the bad odour in which relation to the length of time before responses were received
the Commonwealth Labor Government is held and all oby members or, indeed, with Ministers in some cases making
which indicated that, had an election been held at thapublic announcements or responding to questions in another
particular time, the Federal Opposition would have beemlace in perhaps a fashion similar to this particular example.
elected to Government. | am not aware of the details of the example to which the

It was an interesting series of questions, as always, frorhonourable member is referring. | will be pleased to refer the
the Hon. Mr Crothers, and | would be delighted over a cupgjuestion to the Premier and bring back a reply.
of tea after Question Time to explore the ins and outs of some
of those questions. But as Minister for Education and EUROPEAN WASP
Children Services and as the Leader of the Government in
this House | am pleased to say that | have no responsibility The Hon. M.S. FELEPPA: | seek leave to make an
for the operation of the Federal Opposition or for theexplan_at_|on before a_skmg the Attor_neijeneraI, representing
transmission of communication from the Federal Presiderff!® Minister for Primary Industries in another place, a
of the Liberal Party to the various branches and the operatiorf/€stion about European wasps.
of members of the Federal Senate, and therefore am not in a Leave granted.
position to respond formally in this Chamber to each of those  The Hon. M.S. FELEPPA: | note from Wednesday’s

detailed questions. Hansardthat this question was asked by the Hon. Legh Davis
whilst | was for a short time absent from this Chamber. |
CODE OF CONDUCT support him in his concern. However, | cannot share the

sarcasm with which he approached the question on that day.
The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS:| seek leave to make a brief This is a most serious matter which needs to be addressed by
statement before asking the Leader of the Government in thbe Department of Primary Industries on a larger scale. Its
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attention should be drawn to the following matter: leaving thave health care is the most effective way of providing health
eradication of the European wasp to individual councils coulatare (both in terms of financial costs and human comfort),
well prove to be a waste of ratepayers’ money and a waste @fnd that research on cancer has to be undertaken to find out
resources. what causes cancer before we can prescribe preventive
What we might find is that one council area might be amethods to deal with it, my questions to the Minister are:
breeding ground for the wasp and that the councilinthatarea 1. What money is the South Australian Liberal
might in fact do very little to eradicate the problem, while Government allocating to cancer research for both breast
another council nearby might have to expend considerableancer and prostate cancer?
resources in an eradication program. The climate in South 2. What other programs, such as educational programs, are
Australia, as | am sure | do not need to tell you, Mr Presidentplanned for preventing cancer?
is favourable for the wasps, especially during our hot The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: | will bring back a reply
weather. The number of wasps that have had to be destroy&@m the Minister with respect to the honourable member’s

by various councils already shows that the wasp populatioguestion. | will also be interested in the answers to those
is on the increase. The rate of increase could soon well meafame questions.

that wasps are in plague proportions, not unlike the recent
experience with locusts and mice, as you, Sir, would recall. AYTON REPORT

Apparently the Department of Primary Industries does not
consider the wasps as a threat to agriculture, yet our large The Hon. C.J. SUMNER: My guestion is addressed to
areas of farming land may provide an ideal breeding grounthe Attorney-General. Given that last week in another place
for a plague of wasps to suddenly appear as a health hazalte Deputy Premier said that he had received the Ayton
if the nests are not sought out and destroyed. Therefore, ttseibmission to the Joint Parliamentary Committee on the NCA
matter needs to be addressed by the Department of Primaifyom a substantive source as everyone would recognise’, |
Industries at a Statewide level. My questions to the Ministeask the Minister: does he know the identity of the substantive

are: source referred to by the Deputy Premier, which source
1. Is the Minister confident that the threatened plague oprovided the Ayton report to the Attorney-General, the
European wasps has been successfully addressed? Premier and the Deputy Premier?

2. Is the Minister concerned about the burgeoning problem The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: The answer is ‘No'.
of European wasps that is escalating in the metropolitan area?

3. Is the Minister confident that there is not a gathering DISORDERLY BEHAVIOUR
plague of European wasps in the rural areas that will become
a health problem for the State? The Hon. G. WEATHERILL: | seek leave to make a

4. Will the Minister investigate the problem and take Prief explanation before asking you, Mr President, a question
action to treat it as a State problem rather than leave it to th@20ut people being accosted outside Parliament House.
local councils to discover and eradicate the nests of European Leave granted.
wasps? The Hon. G. WEATHERILL: Over the past few years

The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: |will refer that questiontothe there has been a group of people sitting outside Old

Minister for Primary Industries in another place and bringParliament House at night time, including weekends,
back a reply. accosting people as they are walking along the road, throwing

bottles and urinating all over Old Parliament House. It has
CANCER reached the stage where it is totally unacceptable. Tourists to
this State must be absolutely terrified when going to the
The Hon. SANDRA KANCK: | seek leave to make a Casino and such places.
brief explanation before asking the Minister for Transport, Last year, the President (Hon. Gordon Bruce) and the
representing the Minister for Health, a question regardingpeaker (Hon. Norm Peterson) had a meeting with the Police
funding for cancer research. Commissioner. The area was policed for a very short while,
Leave granted. on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays, not Thursdays,
The Hon. SANDRA KANCK: Many of us would be Fridays or weekends, but mainly just those days that
aware of an article from thadvertiserof 21 February 1994 Parliament was sitting. This behaviour must stop and | would
which reported on the needless deaths of women with brealike you, Mr President, to look into this issue and try to
cancer. The article outlined that funding for breast canceresolve it.
research at $1.4 million was well below research funding for The PRESIDENT: | thank the honourable member for
other types of diseases, such as heart disease and AIDS, eaghquestion. | have had a number of complaints concerning
receiving $16 million and $12 million respectively. Notonly the same matter. | have set the wheels in motion to try to
is there a greater disparity of funding levels for researclrorrect it as delicately as we can. | will bring back a report to
between breast cancer compared with other diseases, but tings Chamber and tell the honourable member what action
unequal funding levels are even more unacceptable whenuill be taken.
is known that in 1992 the number of deaths from breast
cancer was 2 438, whilst the number of deaths from AIDS CREDIT LAWS
related diseases was only 22.
Breast cancer is not the only cancer related disease which The Hon. ANNE LEVY: | seek leave to make a brief
is significantly underfunded in relation to deaths. The numbegxplanation before asking the Attorney-General, as Minister
of men dying from prostate cancer is even greater. In 199for Consumer Affairs, a question about uniform credit laws.
the Australian Bureau of Statistics reports that 3 344 men Leave granted.
died from diseases defined as ‘malignant neoplasm genito- The Hon. ANNE LEVY: As | am sure all members are
urinary organs’. Given the general consensus is that preveraware, there have been proposals to achieve uniform credit
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laws in this country, with efforts starting towards this about | apologise for the long explanation. While | and the
seven or eight years ago. In May last year, a meeting walslinister of Consumer Affairs are doubtless familiar with this
held of the Ministers of Consumer Affairs from all around the story, there would be other members of Parliament who are
country who agreed on the principles for the uniform creditot.

legislation. The Hon. C.J. Sumner:Very considerate.

In reaching agreement compromises were made with some Members interjecting:
States giving way on particular matters which they had The PRESIDENT: Order! ,
wanted included in the uniform credit legislation, while other  The Hon. ANNE LEVY: Is it true that South Australia
States gave way on other matters. A genuine compromise W_Qgs aband_oned the position of automatic c_|V|I penalt|_es being
achieved and, furthermore, one of the agreements made ig¢luded in the uniform credit legislation, despite the
that meeting was that the principles had been decided and trR@reement to not change any of the principles which were
the matters raised was the question of automatic civif@ve highly deleterious effects on consumers in South
penalties to be included in the legislation. If a financialAustralia? o )
institution breached one of the provisions of the legislation The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: It is interesting that the
there would be an automatic civil penalty for which it would honourable member uses some rather extravagant and

institution concerned applied to the tribunal, which was to bé@nd other Governments around Australia are approaching the
established under the uniform credit legislation. issue of uniform credit legislation. As the former Attorney-

General interjected, this has been on the agenda for some-
tthing like 20 years.
The Hon. C.J. Sumner interjecting:

The logic of applying the civil penalties in this way was
to avoid the situation where an individual consumer migh

have to take action before the tribunal against a very large The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: Maybe even longer, but the

and powerful financial institution for what might be quite fact is that it has taken some time to get to this point. Of
glevrlr? é dSiTh O‘ZS i:arol?\?i otSsalt ”:fd 2"?5:('1 %c\)/g?u?rizlI\igiso(r:osr:)'course, what the honourable member reflects in her explan-
; gh, obviously, I Sp ation is the reaction which the Government, of which she was
creditors to the institution it could amount to an enormousa member, typically took. It was a ‘them and us’ position in
{Lns?;gjiﬁ:nbezﬁgﬁggmrggg eTIZ?siZ?s\gggr;n ttr?aﬁ pl\?ir:“g{;rhs?relation not only to consumer credit issues but in relation to
- ’ ; . other fair trading and consumer affairs issues, yet what this
meeting was the question of a compulsory comparison rat&overnment is doing is seeking to work not only with
aggcg e";’s: J?rr O?Eéﬁ g)g;/rlg:cri (f)c]: r%i?;t at(r)] dg\ll\\;ﬁi(?hfi/%glrﬁ dvél:llggl onsumers but also with industry to achieve the best proposi-
consumers to make comparisons between different financi ESJS%t rstltj]gsotPhee?ommumty and not just the interests of one

institutions as to the overall fees and charges for which he In relation to uniform credit, | can say that soon after

she would be liable. bei - . -
T o ) eing sworn in (before Christmas) | was confronted with a
Itis history that the automatic civil penalties was agreechymber of faxes and some other correspondence in relation
by all Ministers at that meeting. The compulsory comparisoRg the uniform credit legislation seeking some modification
rate was not agreed, though what was agreed was that df the arrangements which had been agreed—I thought it was
institutions wished to use a comparison rate they had to usg july last year but, as the former Minister says it was in
the standard formula and not pick any number which suite@iay, | am a month or two out. It was quite obvious from that
them. The automatic civil penalties versus the comparisogorrespondence that there would not be a continuation of the
rate was a trade-off which occurred in the negotiationgyreviously agreed position and that some alteration to that
|nVO|V|ng the various States. ShOI’t|y before the elec“orbosition had to be recognised_ Of course, | did not regard
advice was received from New South Wales that the drafterlswsehc as bound by that agreement, because the present
of the uniform legislation were proposing to not include Government has a different philosophical perspective on
automatic civil penalties, which, I may say, had been lobbiegssyes of this nature from that of the previous Government.
against, by the banks particularly, before the May meetingye took the view that we ought to at least accommodate
and after it. some of the propositions which were being proposed around
I remind you, Mr President, that one of the agreements ifdustralia and, as far as | am aware, all Governments, except
May was not only on the various principles but that thethe Queensland Government, agreed with a number of the
Ministers would not go back on what had been agreegropositions for change as the drafting on the new credit
because to go back on one particular item would open up thegislation proceeded.
whole issue again, and the negotiations, to be fair, would The Hon. Anne Levy: Throwing consumers to the wind.
have to be undertaken all over again, not on that one issue but The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: It is not throwing consumers
on the vast number of issues which were discussed at the Mag the wind. Automatic civil penalties are just grossly harsh
meeting. | understand that since the election South Australiand unreasonable.
has been approached and asked not to maintain the stand, The Hon. Anne Levy interjecting:
which was agreed by all Ministers, of having a regime of The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: Well, they are unjust and
automatic civil penalties in the Uniform Credit Act. | also unreasonable in the current law.
understand that the South Australian Government has agreed The Hon. Anne Levy:| haven’t heard anyone complain-
to abandon the automatic civil penalties, and that will makeng.
an absolute nonsense of the whole credit legislation. It will The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: Maybe not, but you look at the
be absolutely impossible for individual consumers to takeprinciple of it. You would oppose minimum and automatic
action in the tribunal against a large institution for what maypenalties applying in other areas of the law, yet you say it is
be a small sum, as far as they are concerned. good enough to impose those penalties on the business and
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professional communities automatically. What is going to be 4. The submissions provided to the independent assessors were
enshrined— in camg.ra to enab(lje them to make a_ldregotr)tto Environment. Whether
. ; : contradictory evidence was provided by any party presenting
The Hon. Anne Levy: Subject to the tribunal. information is a matter for the independent assessors to analyse and
The PRESIDENT: Order! comment accordingly to Government.
The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: What is going to be enshrined I am informed that the Department of Mines and Energy took into
in the uniform credit legislation when it finally sees the light consideration environmental issues associated with the caves taking

; : to account the Cave Exploration Group’s video and reports. It was
of day is a movement back from that harsh and unJus‘l?oncluded by officers of DME, who have experience in geological

position of automatic civil penalties, but there will still be a formations in caves and cave safety that damage had already
significant penalty regime. My recollection is that the occurred in the cave and safety issues were paramount. As a result
maximum penalty that was being proposed was aboutf me becoming aware of the cave implosion and the significant
$500 000 for certain breaches of the legislation. It Waiibhc response to this action I, in consultation with my colleague

interesting to note that all Governments except one agreed ie'}g;msetﬁtr_ for Mines and Energy, initiated the independent

that chang_e in direction, on the basis that that will accommo- 5. The company had approval to operate a mine in an area where
date the principle that there ought to be accountability but thahe presence of many caves was expressly noted in the approvals.
it ought not to be harsh and unreasonable. As far as | knovpuch cases are normal in limestone (dolomite) mines but it had to

. : . qperate safely. Departments of Labour and Mines and Energy were
that has been the position accepted not only by fmanc'ﬁotified atall times of the issues and facts. Late in 1993 when it was

institutions but also by consumer organisations. ConsUM&lear the caves ran under the main haulage with thin roof thickness,
organisations accept the restructuring of that proposition. the action was taken. As to the reason for the secrecy between the

In relation to the compulsory comparison rate, it iscompany and cavers, a situation which was acceptable to both sides,

certainly not compulsory but, if there is to be a comparisonthe guestion should be asked of the parties to the agreement.
’ 6. An order is not necessary at this time as the company has

a formu_la is being proposed which will ensure '_[hat, Where?/oluntarily agreed not to blast in the vicinity of the remains of the
comparisons are required, they meet a consistent set ghves. This arrangement will be in placé until a conclusion is
principles. | understand that the redrafting of the legislationesolved on the independent assessment and consideration by the
is well advanced. Obviously, there will be a period duringGovernment of the findings.

e - : ; 7. The independent review commissioned by myself and the
which it will again be exposed, but not for an inordinately y i\ for Mines and Energy was to establish the facts of the case

long period and, in my view, it will both accommodate the 5 all parties directly involved in the matter provided information.
position of consumers and financiers and provide a betteMo further benefit would be gained through a process of public
product range to consumers. submissions. The independent assessors had the freedom to call for

One has to recognise that however much regulation wi!/"her scientific evidence if he deemed it appropriate. |
8. Options are currently being developed to establish arrange-

impose, whether itis in this orany O_ther industry, if it do?Sments for effectively managing such incidents in the future. No
not have a reasonable objective, it will add to the cost, whicliecision has yet been made as to the form these arrangements will

always will be passed on to consumers. One has to recognitke. ‘ ‘ _
that one cannot regulate for the sake of regulating; and one 9. Appropriate arrangements will be put in place to ensure that

; ; ; ; ; ppropriate consideration is given to such events in the future. No
cannot impose sanctions for the sake of imposing SanCtlongedsion has yet been made as to the form these arrangements will

without ultimately consumers bearing the cost. take.
REPLIES TO QUESTIONS DIAMONDS
In reply toHon. R.R. ROBERTS (10 February).
SELLICKS HILL CAVES The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: The Minister for Mines and Energy
has provided the following response:
In reply toHon. CAROLYN PICKLES (10 February). 1. Exploration for diamonds in the Spencer Gulf is at a very

The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: The Minister for the Environ-  preliminary stage. There are no known diamond occurrences in the
ment and Natural Resources has provided the following responseulf and the host rocks for diamonds ‘kimberlite’ (not kyanite
1. The company with the full knowledge and support of thebodies) have not been discovered within the gulf. Potential exists for
Department of Mines and Energy imploded a cavity under the maitheir discovery as they are known in the Orroroo area and near Cleve
haulage road on 10 December 1993. The evidence availablen the Eyre Peninsula.
indicated that the distance between the surface and the root of the Carnegie Minerals NL, a publicly listed Western Australian based
cavity was approximately 4.8 metres and regarded as highly unsafeompany, has applied for exploration licences covering a large part
Officers of the Department of Mines and Energy responsible foiof Spencer Gulf. No samples have been collected nor will they be
advising the company and ensuring safety at the mine site regardedllected until the licences are granted which could be between three
the decision as well researched and not an act of vandalism. and 12 months. Other Government agencies will be advised of the
2. ltisregrettable that relevant officers of the Heritage BrancHicence applications through Mines & Energy, South Australia’s
of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources and th@/ESA) routine consultative procedures.
National Parks and Wildlife Service were not involved in assisting  Initial investigations will be non-intrusive, using remotely sensed
in the decision making process. The inspectorate staff of thelata from satellites and airborne scanning technigues to determine
Department of Mines and Energy are the experts in mine and cawde possible existence of ancient river channel systems which might
safety and do carry out all inspections of caves in the parks systemsontain concentrations of diamond and gold. Any activities which
The implosion of part of the cave system was carried out as a resulequire physical disturbance, such as the dredging of bulk samples
of unsafe conditions. will be subject to a declaration of environmental factors. Extensive
3. Therole of the Department of Mines and Energy leading upconsultation will be required with Department of Environment and
to the blast was, along with the Department of Labour, to assed¥atural Resources (DENR), Fisheries and other agencies before any
safety and operational issues. The Department of Mines and Energypproval is given to carry out such activities. MESA is currently
also had to consider all the wider issues such as scientific and othewvestigating possible marine seismic surveys in the gulf which will
values of the cave as against mining. be non-intrusive and will aid the delineation of specific target zones.
The decision was taken not to prevent the operators from 2. Prior to any mining operation, particularly dredging, being
imploding the most dangerous part of the caves as a safety measuagproved, a full environmental impact statement would be required.
Since the event, the role of the Department of Mines and Energgll exploration activities will be constantly monitored to ensure that
has been to work with the miners to prevent more blasting above thdamage to the gulf ecology is minimal. This is normal practice in all
caves while the Government reviews the matter. The departmemining and exploration activities. MESA does not anticipate any
gave evidence to the independent review. environmental disturbance in the initial evaluation stage and will
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ensure terms and conditions attached to the licences will protect trgive an assurance to the Council that no Liberal member of

gulf environments and fisheries. Parliament, staff member of a Liberal member of Parliament
or official or staff member of the Liberal Party in South
FOUR-WHEEL DRIVE VEHICLES Australia was aware that the Grand Prix was going to Victoria

prior to the December election?

The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: | seek leave to make a brief The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: | have no knowledge of that

explanation before asking the Minister for Transport.gyjeg of questions at this time, but | will investigate and
representing the Minister for Environment and Natural fing back a reply

Resources, a question about advertising standards and t%e '

environment. FUNERALS, PREPAID

Leave granted.

The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: Members would have The Hon. ANNE LEVY: | seek leave to make a brief
noticed the trend in four-wheel drive advertising, with four- explanation before asking the Minister for Consumer Affairs
wheel drive vehicles shown in advertisements to be tearing question on prepaid funerals.
around at breakneck speed in the most pristine of wilderness | eave granted.

areas with manufacturers trying to illustrate the quality of The Hon. ANNE LEVY: Late in 1992 a working party
their Vt_ahicles to Au;tralians generally anq, in particular,ygs established to look at the whole question of pre-paid
appealing more to city-based four-wheel drivers than ruralfynerals. It included representatives of the funeral profession,
based four-wheel drivers. | am sure that Governmengonsumers and Government officials. The working party was
members can differentiate between the two, that s, the fougye to report at the end of last year but had not done so prior
wheel driver with the kelpie on the back is far different from (5 the election, which was prior to its reporting date. Has the
the one driving around in the eastern suburbs. working party submitted its report to the Minister? Will he
Advertising for four-wheel drives tends to give the worstmake the report public, either by tabling it in this Council or
possible signals to the community about how to handle fourhy releasing it in other ways and, if the working party has not

wheel drives in delicate environments. The general themsyet reported, when will it report and will he make its report
which seems to be standard across brand names, is for fogublic when it is available? If not, why not?

wheel drives to be associated with Aboriginal lands and with  The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: | have no recollection of

isolated areas and, in general, they are either in thRaying received the report. | certainly did not regard it as a
Kimberleys (using my recognition skills of Australia’s high priority in the consumer affairs area, anyway, but I will
geography), Kakadu or Arnhem Land. make some inquires from my staff about the current status of

I suspect not many advertisements are made in Arnhefihe report and then | will be able to address the other issue to
Land, because the Aborigines would probably exclude themhich she has referred, namely, whether or not it will be
The advertisements tend to be made in northern Soutpublished.
Australia, the Northern Territory, Western Australia or
Queensland, and they tend to be driven at high speeds; and,
the more rocks and dust they can throw up, it seems that the
advertising agencies believe the more sales they will have of
those vehicles.

Will the Minister take up this issue with the motor ~ACTS INTERPRETATION (COMMENCEMENT
companies and advertising agencies which commission these ~ PROCLAMATIONS) AMENDMENT BILL
advertisements? Will the Minister encourage responsible
codes in advertising for recreational driving in sensitive Adjourned debate on second reading.
environments and not rely on self regulation? (Continued from 15 February. Page 38.)

The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: | will refer those
questions to the Minister for the Environment and Natural The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: | rise to support the second
Resources, although | think the last question was actuall§eading of the Bill, only in so far as it allows us to proceed
referred to me in terms of transport and recreation vehicledo the Committee stage. What the Democrats do from there
I have had discussions with representatives of four-wheeepends upon whether itis further amended. | spoke with the
drive clubs and tour operators in the outback. In the lattefttorney-General outside this place today and said to him that
respect we are looking at their registration and code ofhave no problems with the original motivation behind this
practice, as | would like to see whether they should béill, that being a recognition that the timing of the
embraced by the Passenger Transport Board. proclamation of the Children’s Protection Act is causing

A number of initiatives are presently being addressed t§ome grave difficulties, and it is not possible for the Act to
look at the image of four-wheel driving generally as a spor2€9in operating on that day. | accept that and | accept the
and recreational activity in outback areas because there f$€d for a change in the proclamation date. . .
some concern amongst responsible owners about reckless | also intimated to the Attorney-General that | believed it
practices, but that is being discussed generally betweapould be preferable to amend the proclamation clause of the

departments and within the context of the Passeng&h“dl’en's Protection Act itself so that that could occur,
Transport Bill. | will bring back a reply on the first question rather than introduce the broader Bill that we currently have

and more detail on the second question. before us.. o _ _
In my eight years in this place that is the only occasion |
GRAND PRIX recollect where we have run into a problem with

proclamation dates and where there is a need for a further
The Hon. C.J. SUMNER: My question is directed to the extension after a proclamation has occurred. So, it is not a
Leader of the Government in the Council. Can the Leaderegular occurrence, and | do not see any need for the broad
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scope that this legislation is now offering. We could go intoExecutive which must suffer the consequences as a result of varying
lengthy debate about the possible effects of the legislation i revoking the proclamation. However, the Executive must also be
the broader context, but | see it as being unnecessary.aple to deal with problems with flexibility when the need arises.
understand that amendments may limit this piece of legisla- Clearly, it is intended that the powers in the amending Bill be

. . , - exercised cautiously and responsibly. The Bill is intended to deal
tion only to the Children's Protection Act. If such amend-ih 3 situation in which unforeseen circumstances have made it

ments are moved, the Democrats will support them. If theympossible for the proclamation date as specified in an Act to be the
maintain the broader application that is currently within theoperative date.

Bill we will oppose it, but make it clear that we would
support another Bill of only two clauses which would directly
amend the Children’s Protection Act.

The Bill clearly gives effect to the Government’s intention
by allowing the Governor to vary or revoke a commencement
proclamation before the date of operation if that should
The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN (Attorney-General): | become necessary. Itis clear beyond doubt that once an Act

appreciate the Hon. Mr Elliott's indication that at least he will COMeS into operation by virtue of a proclamation, then the
support the second reading of the Bill so that we can then deBf0clamation is spent and there is no suggestion that the
with the substance of it in the Committee stage. | suppose tfanending Bill will have any effect after the date of com-
difficulty that one faces is that in attempting to deal with theT'€ncement or operation of an Act.
principle of the matter in the context of a specific problem the | understand that the previous Government was aware of
issues tend to become somewhat confused. It may well dbe difficulties of implementing the family care system before
that as a result of the discussion in Committee some modifthe last election. In a letter from the Chief Justice, dated 1
cations will have to be made, but | would prefer to deal withDecember 1993, the former Attorney-General was advised
that issue during the Committee stage. that the Courts Administration Authority estimated the
When in the second reading stage the Leader of thegesource implications of implementing the family care
Opposition raised his concerns about the Bill, | indicated thameetings and the cost for 1993-94 at $455 000 and a full year
| would provide a response, and | have subsequently dorgost of $713 000. The Chief Justice at that time advised that
that by letter, and | sent a copy to the Hon. Mr Elliott. It is the necessary funds for the preparatory work should be
important, however, that the responses be placed on thgovided immediately if family care meetings were to
public record, and accordingly | propose to read in thecommence on 1 March 1994. In his letter to the former
response which | made to the Leader of the Opposition. Attorney-General, the Chief Justice said:
wrote to him on 17 February in relation to this Bill, and | said As | understand it, you did not consider that the matter could be
as follows: dealt with under the caretaker conventions.
ol Oppositon has ndeated e opposes e bove Bl 94 e Justice was advised tht the marter would be
Government's intention and, secondly, that such an amendment m&pnsidered after the election, but he was asked to commence
lead to an uncertainty with regard to when legislation comes intreparatory work. | was advised by the Chief Justice on 21
effect. The Opposition has also asked for further information to havgyecember 1993 that the above response created a difficult

justify the proposed deferral of the family care meeting system. _: : : -
The concerns expressed about the power to revoke or varyso{tuat'on for the authority. It could not afford to commit

commencement proc'amation be|ng used retrospectively Wer@X'Stlng resources to th'S new Government |n|t|at|ve and |t
considered when the Bill was drafted. Provisions enabling thavas unable to commence the preparatory work necessary to

Governor or a Minister to act by proclamation or notice appeagchieve the 1 March 1994 proclamation date. | was advised

frequently throughout the statute book. In most cases the provisio ; ; ; ; ;
includes the power to revoke or vary the proclamation or notice, an@qt that time that, as it would be virtually impossible to have

in most of those cases it is critical that the revocation or variation noth€ Necessary arrangements in place for the proclamation

operate retrospectively. date, even if the grant were to be made immediately, it would
An example is section 6(4) of the Consumer Credit Act 1972.he necessary for the Government to delay the commencement

Under that subsection the Government may exempt persons of & these provisions

class or transactions of a class from the provisions of that Act. The ) T ]

retrospective revocation of such a proclamation would have serious Accordingly, the Bill has been put before Parliament to

consequences, but the Act does not state that the power to revoljeal with this situation and others which may arise from time

cannot be used retrospectively, because the law on this questions time. It is clear that it is preferable to have in place a
so well established. :

Another example is the status of a semi-governmental authoritd€Neral provision enabling variation or revocation of a
bestowed by proclamation under section 17 of the Public FinancBroclamation date rather than to amend each piece of
and Audit Act 1987. Having that status enables a body corporate tiggislation individually if circumstances prevented the
enter into a broad range of financial arrangements and to have ifgyplementation of a commencement proclamation. To amend

obligations guaranteed by the Treasurer. It would be disastrous if t| : : :
status of such bodies could be wiped out retrospectivity. nﬁ each case would be unwieldy and time wasting. | then

The Act does not state that the power to revoke cannot be usdBvited the Leader of the Opposition to discuss the matter
retrospectively. There are many other examples. In none of thesgith the Chief Executive Officer of the Attorney-General’'s

instances has Parliament expressly stated that the revocation plepartment if he wished any further information.
variation of a proclamation or notice is not to operate retrospectively.

Itis most undesirable to make an exception in this case by including That is the response. The position remains that it is
such provision in the Bill, firstly because there is absolutely no neethecessary to suspend the operation of the proclamation. As
© r?geisv% &';diﬁﬁﬁﬁgdg’ Egﬁ?tufg '(tj“a"’c'i%"eeai‘g tgﬂg%‘(‘;gi%”n t%’)](‘tj Mayindicated at the outset, | thought we could comfortably deal
Parliament intended that the power of revocation could be use !th the issue of p”_nC'pIe n th's Wa’y rather t_han deal only
retrospectively, because that intention had not been expressiith the problem with the Children’s Protection Act. As |
excluded. B ‘ ‘ ~ saidin my response, the decision as to when to bring an Act
The Opposition has raised the question of uncertainty if thegr a provision of an Act into operation is an Executive act,

legislation is passed. | concede that there may be an element ; ; P
uncertainty until the proclamation date arrives and brings an Act int(ﬁbt an act of Parliament, unless the Parliament specifically

operation. The bringing of an Act into operation is an act of theProvides that it should come into operation on a particular
Executive and not of the Parliament, and accordingly it is thedate or there is no provision as to proclamation and the Act
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comes into operation on the date of assent. In those circunmterpret statutes because then the honourable member’s
stances, nothing in this Bill would amend that position.  explanation could be resorted to by the courts to ensure that
There is the ultimate safeguard under the Acts Interpretahey were in no doubt about what Parliament’s intention was.
tion Act that if an Act is not proclaimed within two years of | am not quite as sanguine as the Attorney-General is about
the date of assent, it comes into operation automatically. Thahe effect of the Bill. However, if | can just get the intention
was passed in the 1980s and it took a reasonable position @tear: whether or not it is given effect to is | suppose a matter
respect of implementation by the Executive of the decisionthat will be debated by the courts at some point in the future,
of the Parliament. The other issues can be addressed duriiighere was any doubt about it. As | understand the intention,
the Committee stage. | thank honourable members for theit is only to deal with the sort of situation that we are

contributions. confronted with in this case and it does not go beyond that.
Bill read a second time. The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: That is correct.
In Committee. The Hon. C.J. SUMNER: | am not sure what view the
Clause 1 passed. Democrats are taking on this as a result of the Committee
Clause 2—'Commencement of Acts.’ discussion, but obviously the Government will have to make

_The Hon. C.J. SUMNER: | am not convinced that this yp its mind whether at some point it wants to press on with
Bill should be passed by the Committee for reasons which this or whether it wants to move an amendment to deal with
explained earlier and which the Attorney-General's responsge specific problem that we have—at least it is alleged to
has not altered to any great extent. | am of a similar view t@xist—uwith the family care system. | also want to address
that of the Hon. Mr Elliott. | cannot see why a particular Bill some questions to the Attorney-General about that.
cannot be brought in to de_al Wlth_thls topic. Thatwould solve  pyior to this legislation being proclaimed to come into
the problem without having to introduce a general claus@fact there were consultations with the courts at an officer
which may have some adverse effects at some point. The f'r_@vel, as | understand it, and an indication was given to me
question that | want to ask the Attorney-General relates to hig, 5t the courts were in a position to proceed with this

letter. There’ st_iII seems to t_)e some confusion about thﬁegigaﬂon, and therefore the proclamation dates were made
Government's intention in this respect. On page 2 of hig, the former Government including some delay in the
letter, which was read intdansardeffectively, the following  introduction of the family care system. | am aware that the
statement appears: Chief Justice then subsequently complained about that,

The Bill is intended to deal with a situation in which unforeseena|th0ugh in my view his officers had been consulted about the
circumstances have made itimpossible for the proclamation date, §85tter and agreed with the procedure that the Government
Specméd inan Act, to be the Opera,tlv,e date', - had suggested. He also then came up with a Bill, which, with
If that is what the Government is intending, it is even morerespect seemed to me to be a pretty outrageous one, but
offensive than what | thought it was trying to do. | doubt\yhich no doubt will have to be assessed by the present
whether that statement can be correct in any event, becaugg,ernment. Is the Government satisfied as to the costings
section 7(3) refers to a situation where the Act provides fof5t nave been put forward by the courts or does the
the Actto come into effect by proclamation; it does not referg oy ermment feel that the system can be implemented at less
to a situation where the date is specified in the Act. | take itogt or indeed to some extent within the existing resources
that that part of the letter, from what the Attorney-Generalyf the Courts Administration Authority?

has said, was inaccurate, and perhaps he would like to The Hon. K.T. GRIEEIN: One of the difficulties has

confirm that .
) ) . been trying to get a handle on exactly what resources are
b tT:tethHggnlé'-lr.'r?dRcIZtFelglihlfjlrte'?d the_lettter dlngb-:andsarclj Irequired. | am sure the former Attorney-General would
wLijth th ir rln tl " ncli i\:]varﬁ inten teh tc') eﬁ tot';]%ppreciate being confronted with a full year cost of nearly
ose circumstances—a y view that IS what NG, oo guarters of a million dollars soon after taking office was

Bill do_es—wher_e in an Act there is a provision that |t_shall not something that would create the best sort of reaction.
come into operation on a date to be fixed by proclamation, the ) . .
The Hon. C.J. Sumner:An ambit claim.

Acts Interpretation Act allows the suspension of certain L
provisions to come into effect at a later date than those 'N€Hon.K.T.GRIFFIN: Itmay be an ambit claim. We
provisions which may be proclaimed to come into effect orf"® Still trying to get a handle on what it will really costin a
an earlier date. The Bill is designed to address the problefy/!l Year. There have been some discussions in relation to the
where a date in the future is proclaimed to be the date upoRased implementation of family care meetings. There is no
which provisions will come into operation but which, as in '€siling from the legislative commitment to have family care
this case, it becomes impossible to satisfy. meetings under the auspices of the Courts Administration
If 1 March is the date which has been proclaimed forAuthorlty._In some areas there has b_een aconcern expressed
certain provisions to come into operation and they are not ydftat we will seek not to implement this and give it all back to
in effect, | suppose the previous Government could havé'e Department of Family and Community Services. | can
proclaimed 1 June or some other date and it may have be&y® an assurance that that is not going to happen. The
an easier program to meet. What is intended is that where tifiificulty is to identify exactly— _
date of proclamation has not yet been reached within the The Hon. C.J. Sumner:it was your idea.
overall parameters of the Acts Interpretation Act of a two- The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: | know it was our idea, and
year maximum time, it should be possible for the Executivesupported by the Australian Democrats. | was just putting it
to vary that date. It cannot be done after the date has be& the record because there have been some people saying
reached because it has done its job and the provisions areafound the traps that we are going to resile from this now that
place, and we certainly then need an Act of Parliament tave are in Government and hand it all back to Family and
vary the provisions which have been brought into effect. Community Services. All | wanted to do, in case that was
The Hon. C.J. SUMNER: | would feel much more raised, was to anticipate it and say that that is not the case.
comfortable if the courts could have referenceltmsardto The Hon. C.J. Sumner:You will pay the bill.
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The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: We will pay whatever bill we  system, a system which has been in place in this State since
work out as reasonable in terms of the implementation. Pathe late 1970s, an initiative of the then Labor Government,
of the process that we are going through at the moment, iwhich the Chief Justice, for some bizarre reason which has
discussions with the Courts Administration Authority—which always escaped me, has attempted to do away with and
the former Attorney-General will know is not all smooth undermine over many years.
sailing—is to identify the resources that will actually be  The last time | had an assessment of this done, it was
needed; whether existing resources can be employed tlearly demonstrated that the cost of the abolition of the
undertaking some of the responsibilities. For example, it hagesident magistrates’ system would be substantial. In other
been suggested that maybe magistrates in the Youth Cowkords, it costs more to service those regional centres by
ought to accept some role in the chairing of family carecircuit from the Adelaide metropolitan area than it does to
meetings. That has not been resolved. Those issues are stillve resident magistrates in place. My recollection is that a
being worked upon and at this stage all | can say is that wéigure of some $100 000 is involved, but that may or may not
are proposing to work through those costings. | would hop®&e completely accurate. Certainly, the assessments done at
that we do not need to spend three quarters of a milliohat time indicated that the cost of servicing the country cities
dollars in a full year, considering that there are something likévy circuit was significantly higher than having the magistrates
200 to 250 applications in each year which relate to this sofih residence in those cities. That, of course, is apart from all
of issue. Itis very difficult to perceive that, for those sorts ofthe advantages that there are in having the resident magi-
applications, three quarters of a million dollars is going to bestrates in those major cities to the residents of those cities, to
the full year cost. We are trying to work out, in conjunction the legal profession and in terms of having a judicial presence
with the Courts Administration Authority, exactly what in other than the metropolitan area of South Australia.
resources will be needed. One can understand why country people do get agitated

The Hon. C.J. SUMNER: Has the Attorney-General any about the lack of services provided to them, and it seems
idea then, if this Bill is passed, as to when the Governmengomewhat odd that the Liberal Party, which was elected on
would bring into effect this initiative, which | am reminded g policy of improving services and improving facilities in
was in fact an initiative of the honourable member and the@ountry areas, should be apparently acquiescing in this
Democrats in opposition? It is interesting to note that had thgecision by the magistracy, a decision which, if the Attorney-
proposal to the previous Government been proceeded witBeneral really wanted to, he could almost certainly have
then taxpayers would have been saved three quarters ofr@versed, but that is perhaps a debate for another day.
million dollars in this area alone. Be that as it may, can the My point is that it costs more. The proposal of the Courts
Attorney-General say when the procedures will be put inzdministration Authority costs more. So there will be a
place? o burden on taxpayers. | think the Courts Administration

The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: Iam not sure thatitis correct  Aythority, if it has $100 000 to throw away by the abolition
to say that all this money would have been saved if the resident magistrates for no good purpose, obviously has a
previous Government's proposals had been accepted. | thitdignificant amount of fat in the system, and | would have
there would have still been a cost involved in implementthought it could implement this proposal by the utilisation of
Ing— . that fat which is clearly there. If it was not there, it would not

The Hon. C.J. Sumner interjecting: . be able to implement what | regard as this disgraceful

The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: It is not just the question of Pmposal to do away with the resident magistrates.
courts being expensive; it is the question of the shifting of  The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: | suppose the Leader of the
responsibilities. It may be that even in Family andgpposition has linked that to this Bill in an appropriate way.

Community Services, as a result of some consideration of the " tha Hon. C.J. Sumner:You shouldn't let them getaway
process, we can reduce some of the work that is beingy it N '

gﬂﬂﬁrtiﬁzn d:gat?ea\t/vvgse ?JOide;T: ddvldguf;i%gd\rlh\i\?i?hlll(gr%\ﬂ/ The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: | will make available to the
9 99 ! httomey-General a document prepared by the Acting Chief

?anrgili(e:grgrzrzjuggi); drse(ra]r\i/rlmcﬁ;gngfe(r:ﬁlgr:gfoi?nn;:dee:ﬁgot?\e?\ agistrate in relation to resident magistrates, but the
. X ya .~ information which | have is that there is not a significant cost

having to repeat it through the Courts Admlnlstratlondiﬁerence_

Authority process. The only information | can give the The Hon. C.J. Sumner: There was

Council at this stage about when it is likely to be implement- e - ’

ed is that the minimum time frame, once we have the process The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: There may have been, but the

resolved, would be about four months; comfortably within sixT2gistrate :jn Mt G%anabier was coming Eaclk 1o _,I_Aplelailde_,
months. To give one some latitude, it is certainly this year2hYWay, and one of the magistrates in the Iron Triangle Is

Both my intention and that of the Minister for Family and coming back to Adelaide every weekend, and is only living

Community Services is that it should be earlier rather that"€r¢— ’

later, on the basis that Parliament has passed the provisions 1he Hon. C.J. Sumner:Not at taxpayers’ expense.

and we ought to endeavour to honour that as soon as possible. The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: No, not at taxpayers’ expense;

The information which has been provided to me is that it ighat is fair comment. The cost of providing accommodation—

a minimum of four, and a six month period would be amore  The Hon. C.J. Sumner: They all gave an undertaking

comfortable period within which to work out all the bugs. they would go and do county service. They all give the
The Hon. C.J. SUMNER: | do not want to inject a undertaking, and as soon as they have to go they try to get out

discordant note into these proceedings, and | do not want #f it. It is an outrage.

debate this other issue to any great extent, but there has The ACTING CHAIRMAN (Hon. M.S. Feleppa):

recently been a debate about a proposal—| am not suf@rder!

whether it is a decision yet—by the independent courts The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: | will let the Leader of the

administration, to do away with the resident magistratesOpposition have a copy of the paper which—
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The Hon. C.J. Sumner: Are you acquiescing in this and thatis on the understanding, of course, that the will of the

decision? last Parliament will be implemented within, as the Attorney-
The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: | do not have any option. General has said, some four to six months from today and
The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Order! that this part of the Children’s Protection Act will be brought
The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: Anyway, we can visit that into effect within that time frame. So, on that basis | indicate,

another day. In relation to the resident magistrates— to save time, that a Bill dealing with the specific problem will

The Hon. C.J. Sumner:l can have a copy of the report? be supported by the Opposition as it is by the Democrats.
The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: Yes. This is a public docu- The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: Having anticipated that there
ment. It has gone out to lawyers and other people around theay be some difficulty, | am having some work done on

community. | am sorry if the Leader of the Opposition doesdrafting which would enable us to proceed with this Bill.
not have a copy. | will make sure he does receive one. Therfime will not allow a new Bill to be introduced to deal with
are a number of rather compelling arguments in favour oft. What | would suggest is that we report progress. | will
visiting magistrates. This paper does not talk about costgndeavour to have that amendment available within the next
except at the end where it says, ‘The cost of servicing théew minutes and later in this part of the sitting we can deal
regions by circuit will be marginally higher than the cost of with it because it does need to be addressed today.
residencies. The additional cost will be more than offset by Progress reported; Committee to sit again.
the saving of unused magisterial time in the Iron Triangle.’
That has been the proposition put to me. | am happy forthe—  STATUTES REPEAL (INCORPORATION OF

The Hon. C.J. Sumner:What about all your promises to MINISTERS) BILL
the country people?

The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: They will get a better service. Adjourned debate on second reading.

The Hon. C.J. Sumner:They will not. (Continued from 15 February. Page 38.)

The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: They will.

The Hon. C.J. Sumner:How can you get a better service  The Hon. C.J. SUMNER (Leader of the Opposition):
if it is done by circuit instead of having a resident there? AThe Opposition supports this Bill. If this is not the case
resident can deal with urgent applications, restraining ordenserhaps the Attorney-General can advise me but, as |

and the like, right on the spot. understand it, it is in precisely the same terms as the Bill
The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: They will be dealt with. We introduced by the former Government and we raise no
will visit that another day. In terms of— objection.

Members interjecting:
The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Order! The Attorney- The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN (Attorney-General): The Bill
General is on his feet. Allow him to proceed normally. is in the same form as it was last introduced into the
The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: The Leader of the Parliament. Itis a Bill which the previous Government and
Opposition’s question was really related to the question ofhe Leader of the Opposition, as Attorney-General, had
cost. We are presently examining the way by which we catintroduced. This Government believes it is a desirable piece
implement the legislative program in the Courts Administra-of legislation to facilitate the restructuring of Government
tion Authority designed to effect the intention of Parliament.from time to time, so | therefore give that assurance.
I would hope it would not cost the sort of money we have  Bill read a second time and taken through its remaining
already referred to. Certainly our intention is to both phasetages.
in the scheme as well as find means by which we minimise
the costs. As | said earlier, my recollection is there are  ADMINISTRATIVE ARRANGEMENTS BILL
approximately 200 to 250 cases a year which will need this
sort of approach being brought to bear, and | find it difficult ~ Adjourned debate on second reading.
to accept that that will have the sort of substantial cost to (Continued from 15 February. Page 39.)
which the Chief Justice and the Courts Administration
Authority have referred. But | really cannot take the question The Hon. C.J. SUMNER (Leader of the Opposition):
of costs any further at this stage. For reasons given on the previous Bill, Mr Acting President,
The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: As | indicated during the the Opposition supports this Bill.
second reading stage, there is no question that the DemocratsBill read a second time and taken through its remaining
support the primary intent of this piece of legislation, that is stages.
to allow for the time of operation of the Children’s Protection
Act coming into force to be set back some time. That is ADDRESS IN REPLY
accepted. It appears as though the Opposition accepts that as
well. | do not think there has been any clear case put for a Adjourned debate on motion for adoption.
need for the broader application that this current Bill is (Continued from 17 February. Page 88.)
proposing. It was my stated preference during the second
reading stage that the application of this Bill should be The Hon. ANNE LEVY: | would first like to recognise
limited to the Children’s Protection Act and that is still the the passing of both Jessie Cooper and John Burdett since this
course which | wish to follow. Parliament last sat. | have already spoken in the House on the
The Hon. C.J. SUMNER: 1 do not think it is the biggest contribution which both these members made to this place:
issue in the world but I do think there is a principle involved, John Burdett, as a contemporary whom most people here
which | outlined in my second reading response. | am nowould have known very well, and Jessie Cooper who
convinced that we should proceed with the general provisioralthough less known to many members of the current
The Opposition supports a provision dealing with the specifi®arliament nevertheless has her place in history, which
problem that the Government is apparently confronted withcannot be diminished, by being the first woman ever elected
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to this Parliament. | will not reiterate remarks which | madeobviously did not believe in it), was passed and apparently

at that time. had no effect at all on members of either Chamber in their
This afternoon | wish to make a few remarks about 1994¢determination to see that women should get the vote.

which is a mostimportant year for South Australia, beingthe 5o our world-first of enabling women to stand for

centenary of the achievement of suffrage for the women op4liament was achieved thanks to Mr Ebenezer Ward, who
this State. Itis worth acknowledging this important legisla-gig not believe in it or in women having a vote at all. It is one
tion, which passed on 18 December 1894. It passed thg history’s little ironies. Certainly, | can recommend a paper
Legislative Council in Au_gust of that year ar_ld f_mally pass_eq,\,hich has been put out by our magnificent State History
the House of Assembly in December, as | indicated. Whilstanire. Research Paper NoH®w a Parliament of Men
we were not the first place in the world to give women thegaye the Vote to Womea obtainable at Old Parliament
vote, we certainly were one of the first places in the world tqo;se next door and gives a wonderful summary of some of
do so and we certainly were the first place in the world tope gebates and procedures that were followed and indicates
give women their full democratic right not only to vote for the reaction of individual members and the community at
Parliament but also to stand for election to Parliament.  |arge. Certainly, it is interesting to read the list of the names
We followed New Zealand by one year, and the camyt the Ayes and the Noes on the final third reading, because
paigns for women's suffrage were similar in those twopegple like Sir John Downer, an ancestor of the current
jurisdictions. Certainly, in South Australia the campaign hatcederal shadow Treasurer, and Mr E.W. Hawker, a Mr
been undertaken for about nine years before success ocCurTgfl_achlan, of the McLachlan family and a Mr Riddoch—a

and there was a similar campaign in New Zealand, led bS&ery well known name in the South-East—were all amongst
Kate Shepherd in that country. Itis perhaps anomalous thgtose who voted against female suffrage.

in both cases the full extent of the democratic rights granted
to women was achieved partly by accident due to the sort of
circumstances which arise in politics and which can hav
unintended consequences.

Those who voted for female suffrage interestingly
cluded Mr G. Hawker, father of the Mr E. Hawker who
voted against it, plus then Premier Kingston. They should be

When | was in New Zealand last year | was informed thafiUly remembered and recognised for the stand they took in
the final vote to give women the vote in the Legislative9'VI"d WOMeN the vote.
Council—New Zealand still had a bicameral Parliament at It also includes names such as Dr Magarey, from the well
that time—was passed by 20 votes to 18 votes. So, a smahown Magarey family, who voted for it. Surprisingly, the
number of people changing their vote would not have resultetiloes included Mr Stirling, who was one of the first people
in women’s suffrage. However, | was also told that thereto bring a Bill into the House for female suffrage. Mr Stirling
were two members of that Council who were really oppose@pposed elements of this Bill, so his name goes down in
to female suffrage and who, a week before the final vote walistory as having opposed female suffrage in 1894. | would
taken, had a violent argument with the then Prime Ministestrongly commend that pamphlet to anyone who is interested.
of the country, who, incidentally was opposed to femaldt is a very readable and humorous account of the debates
suffrage. They decided that the only way they could indicatevhich gave women the vote in this State.
their displeasure with the Prime Minister was to vote contrary | think also it would be worth my while putting into

to what he wanted on female suffrage. Hansardtoday some of the comments which were made at
So, while personally opposing female suffrage they voteghe time by those who opposed female suffrage. Some of the
for female suffrage in order to annoy the Prime Minister.arguments used against female suffrage are, unfortunately,
Obviously, had those two people changed their vote ankill ones we hear today from people who oppose increasing
voted as they had originally intended, women would not havgypportunities and rights for women. | would like to quote a
achieved suffrage in New Zealand in 1893. _ number of these, and one does not know whether to laugh or
In this Parliament a similar procedure resulted in womergry at the attitudes that are being expressed. The first is from
haVing the rlght to stand for Parliament in this State. It gavey newspaper called th@ountry one of the numerous

us the world first in enacting such legislation. As a study ofhewspapers which then circulated widely in South Australia.
Hansardof the period will show, the suffragists at the time On 14 April theCountryeditorial said:
were pressing for women to have the vote and had never even ) ] )
raised the question of whether or not women should be able W‘?”l‘le” are ST]a'.'e.r thﬁ” men. Their brat')” also is smaller. Does
to stand for Parliament. That was not part of their demands. oL I0/OW that their intefiect also cannot be so grea: You may

- : p o N 0w and again find some clever woman with far more intellect than
It certainly formed no part of the enormous petition whichthe average man, but that does not put the sex as a whole upon an
they presented to Parliament on their behalf. It had neverquality. They never can be on an equality, for nature has not made

really been an issue that they had fostered but, when tHem equal. Therefore, to add largely to the weaker voters those who
! re still more weak would be an absurdity. It is nonsense to talk of

debate Ocqurrgd in the House of'Assemny on the ﬁnaﬁlomen’s rights to the suffrage, and those men who do so ought to
Suffrage Bill (it was about the third one that had beenpe ashamed of themselves. A woman's right s to do her share of the
introduced), a Mr Ebenezer Ward bitterly opposed suffragevork of the world. That share is chiefly to bear and rear children. No
for women and wished to do all he could to defeat the Bill. talk can get rid of that. Women'’s true strength is submission, and
ere one virago rules thousands of soft and loving women get their
He_ understood that there were not th_e numbers to de.feh%?n way by submission and by smiles. One danger of the new
the Bill, so he moved an amendment to give women the righfyovement is that it will unsex women as a class. The woman who
not only to vote but also to stand for Parliament. He felt thayoes shrieking on the stump and roaring, hustling and pushing at the
this would be such an absurdity that those who supportepolling booth cannot help getting rougher and coarser than if she had
female suffrage could not possibly contemplate women bein een home darning stockings or superintending her household. Some
. ) L f the bloom must come off.
members of Parliament and would realise how ridiculous the
whole procedure was and consequently vote against the Billcan see smiles on the faces of some of my female col-
and defeat it. He was hoist on his own petard when hiseagues, and | am sure we all recognise that the same class of
amendment, which | presume he voted for (although hargument is used against us today, if not quite the same
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words. Another quote from th€ountry of 28 July 1894, country and in New Zealand the colours chosen by the
when the debate on women’s suffrage was proceeding, readgiffragists were purple and gold. All their banners and other
The Chief Secretary made a very pretty speech on women'material featured those two colours, and they were the colours

suffrage. Whether there was any logic in it or not it is not necessaryf the suffrage movement. The colours purple and green
to inquire. Possibly there was none. Probably it was not meant t '

have any logic. Nobody expects any logic on that particularsubjecgvhICh people often mistakenly _apply to t_he suffrage

which is far better treated without that commodity. The moremovement, were chosen by the British suffragists at least 20
unreasoning and unreasonable a thing is, the more it pleases tiears after the purple and gold appropriate to this part of the
women. No greater folly than this women’s suffrage fad could beygorld. The purple and green were then picked up by suffra-

well committed. To have 50 or 60 legislators deliberately admitting,; ; ; oo
that men are not able to govern the colony without the assistance Sts. in the United St"?‘tes- I_suppose Itis a measure of the
a lot of fussy, snuffy, gossiping old women is very funny. The dominance of the United Kingdom and the United States

suggestion that women are equal to men is absurd. They are inferitiroughout the English-speaking world that many people are
mentally as physically. Early ripening is a faculty they have inunaware that purple and gold were the original suffrage
common with Negroes— colours, and certainly the suffrage colours for Australia. | am

so we have racism as well as sexism here— delighted that in this State our suffrage celebrations will be
Up to 12 a Nigger boy is probably ahead of a white boy; from 12 to

15 possibly equal; at 15 he stops, but nobody would say that becauggmed out under a specially designed logo with the colours
a Negro boy was ahead of a white boy at 12 that therefore he wadUrple and gold. I hope that by the end of the year people will

equal, for after 15 he is hopelessly behind. realise that purple and green had nothing to do with the
Another quote from th€ountrynewspaper from 4 August suffrage movement in this country.
1894 reads as follows: | am sure no-one would now be unaware that many

Itis a curious physiological circumstance for which the explan-celebrations are planned for this year for the suffrage

ation is not readily forthcoming that women'’s rights agitators arecentenary. Quite some time ago the then Bannon Government
almost always amongst the plainest of their sex. Now and again . o
good looking woman joins the ranks, but she is usually regarded Witféat up a Suffrage Centenary Committee to plan the activities

suspicion by her harder featured sisters and soon retires in disgué@r this year. It was a very broad-based committee with
Now itis the beautiful, the refined, the cultured and graceful womenrepresentatives invited from the political parties, organisa-

who really exercise any permanent influence over the male sex. tions such as the CWA, the Women'’s Electoral Lobby, the
And so on. The automatic assumption in all these quotes thafational Council of Women and the Women'’s Trade Union
itis unfeminine to want to lead any life other than that of thenmovement, together with representatives from ethnic
stereotypic mother raising a family and that any woman wh@ommunities, the Aboriginal community and a very broad
does so must be hard, undesirable and ugly is not far belogtoss-section of women throughout South Australian society.
the surface in many comments made today. Quite apartfrom The Hon. Jennifer Cashmore, who was a member of this
the fact that | see no necessary correlation between physicghrliament until December last year, was the first person to
features and mental activity, it is interesting that it is obvioussyggest publicly that we should celebrate the centenary of
ly felt that for a woman to be beautiful and desirable is thesuffrage appropriately in this State. However, she was not the
ultimate for her expectations and that this is what she shoulgkst person to raise the matter. Quite some months before she
strive for, whereas no-one would ever suggest that beingpoke of this matter publicly, | had raised it with the then
handsome and attractive is the most important thing that premier and with women members of the then ALP Caucus,
male should achieve, with everything else being secondarpynd the Premier had agreed that appropriate steps should be
toit. taken to celebrate such an important achievement during
Such arguments are still used today, and are repeated 994
phrases such as that feminists are these hairy-legged crea-The Suffrage Centenary Committee was provided with
tures, as if the physical state of their legs had anything to dgver $500 000 by the previous Government to organise
with the arguments which they were putting forward. So.appropriate celebrations. | mention this figure because on
while we can laugh at the ridiculous quotations of 100 yearseveral occasions | have seen a figure of $200 000 quoted, but
ago, some of the assumptions and value judgments behinlis grossly underestimates the contribution made by the
those quotations are still present today in many of the abor Government to the suffrage centenary celebrations. Of
arguments which are used against women or any suggestigiie $500 000 provided by the Government, it is true that
that women do not have equal rights and equal opportunitieg200 000 was allocated for community projects, and applica-
in our community today. tions were requested from community groups or individuals
Perhaps one minor aside | might make is that severgbr the funding of projects that they wished to undertake to
people, including the media, refer to people such as Margontribute to the celebrations. In fact, the $200 000 has been
Lee, Catherine Helen Spence and Elizabeth Webb Nichollsllocated to community groups and individuals, and far more
and other leading campaigners of 100 years ago as suffraeuld have been so allocated. There was certainly no shortage
gettes. This is not the correct term to use. The wordf ideas or plans for appropriate projects. The Suffrage
‘suffragette’ was not invented until many years after theirCentenary Committee could have allocated up to ten times
work. Itis a British word which arose at the time in the earlythat amount had it been available. The committee had very
years of this century when British women were agitating fordifficult choices to make, but it carefully selected projects to
the right to vote. fund through community groups and individuals which
It was a derogatory term which was applied to womencovered a very broad range of activities.
suffragists. In this State and in New Zealand they were Sometimes a particular group has not received the full
referred to not by that name but by the correct terminologyamount for which it asked, but in every case the committee
a suffragist—someone pressing for suffrage. | hope that wehecked with the groups concerned whether, if they received
can get that message through to some of the people who wallesser amount of funding, they would still be able to put on
be taking part in the celebrations this year. the project, though perhaps not to the same extent as they had
Another minor matter which should be corrected relategpreviously hoped, or whether there may be other sources of
to the colours appropriate for the suffrage centenary. In thismoney which could contribute to make up the full amount.
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Throughout this year we will be benefiting from the 60- sources in the Mortlock Library on Women’s Suffrage in
odd community groups which have been funded through th8outh Australia. The Office of Crime Statistics in the
$200 000 made available by the Government. But that surAttorney-General's Department is preparing a research report
of $200 000 for community projects was not the totality of on violence against women, using both police and community
the Government'’s contribution. A large sum of money wassurvey data. This will be a documented account of
made available to the Suffrage Centenary Committee for iinformation on details such as the age of the victim, their
to plan and organise major events during this year to celebratelationship with offenders and location of the offence. The
the importance of this occasion. The Suffrage Centenargrevalence of physical domestic violence will also be
Committee is responsible for a large number of projectsestimated in the report.

Important events will be taking place, such as the exhibition The State Electoral Department is contributing to the
of women painters at the Art Gallery in April, the centenary tapestries, which also have a private sponsor. It is
International Conference on Women, Power and Politicsnaking a donation of $12 000 towards these two historic
which is to take place in October of this year, and a streetapestries which will hang in the House of Assembly. | realise
parade, general celebration and family picnic which willthe significance of hanging these tapestries in the House of
occur on the actual day, 18 December, when the final vot&ssembly. | wish there was some way in which something
was taken in the Parliament to enact the Bill into law. similar could be provided within this House because,

I do not think it is realised that the Government hasalthough the Legislative Council did not inhabit this particu-
contributed a great deal more than the $500 000 that lar Chamber 100 years ago, it was in fact the Legislative
mentioned. That figure comprises $200 000 for communityCouncil which passed the Bill for Women'’s Suffrage before
grants and $300 000 for projects to be run by the Suffragéhe House of Assembly did. It was introduced by a member
Centenary Committee, plus costs towards the secretariaf the Legislative Council and passed this House prior to
which, with a very small but efficient staff, is undertaking a going to the other place. It would be nice if that were in some
tremendous amount of work to bring about this year'sway commemorated in this Chamber by a picture, tapestry or
celebrations. plaque.

In addition to that sum, | do not think it is realised thata The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: We think a tapestry about
very large number of Government agencies have undertakeé3outh Australia—all along the back wall.
to provide particular projects or activities to celebrate the The Hon. ANNE LEVY: Thatis an excellentidea. Let’s
suffrage centenary and are doing so from within their owrtake it up—right across the back wall behiHdnsard
budgetary resources. This is not part of the $500 000 which The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Actually, it is amazing what
was allocated by the previous Government. | thought it mightve can do in this Chamber when no men are on the benches!
be interesting to indicate the wide variety of initiatives which  The Hon. ANNE LEVY: Yes. Shall we take that up and
have been promised by public sector agencies. As | say, thgee what can be done in that regard? The two tapestries which
is in addition to the $500 000 specifically allocated. There isare currently beingvoven in the foyer of th&lational Bank
a great range of things. in King William Street are being viewed by many people with

The Primary Industries Department is allocating resourcegreat excitement as they develop. If anyone present has not
towards a particular project of women and science at thget seen them, | suggest that they duck into the National Bank
Waite Institute to be called ‘The Guardian Angels of ourthe next time they are going up King William Street. The
Good Earth'. This is also receiving support from the Suffragesolunteers who are giving so much of their time and work to
Centenary Committee and the University of Adelaidecreate these tapestries are always hard at work and it is most
Foundation. This is a major project documenting the extremeexciting to see them grow. Doubtless, there will be a cere-
ly valuable work done by early women scientists at the Waitenony involved with their hanging when they are completed,
Institute, some of whom are still alive. One in particular, nowand | hope that members of this Council will be included in
in her 90s, has been interviewed by people undertaking thisuch celebrations even though they are to hang in another
project and an oral history obtained from her which will beplace.
an extremely valuable part of this project. It is certainly The Office of Public and Consumer Affairs has contri-
hoped that the display, when prepared, will encourage a Idiuted financially to the International Conference on Women,
of girls to consider a career in science when they can see tliower and Politics. The Office of Government Management
enormous achievements which were made by some of thebas also contributed financially to that international
pioneers. The Department of Transport is offering arconference and even Treasury—never known for being
undergraduate scholarship to be named after Sylvia Birdseygenerous with distribution of money—contributed $20 000
who was a notable women pioneer of road transport in thio the suffrage centenary celebrations without specifying any

State. particular project that the money was to be used for. Untied
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | am presenting the award this money like this is rare and very welcome indeed; someone
week. must have caught Treasury in a weak moment. The Depart-
The Hon. ANNE LEVY: | am glad to hear it and wish | ment of Environment and Natural Resources has committed
were invited—which | haven’t been. an annual award of up to $10 000 to be named after a
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: If you wish | will organise  prominent woman associated with the environment. | am not
that. aware that they have announced the name to be used for this

The Hon. ANNE LEVY: [ will certainly be interested. award, but it will be open to all who could qualify on the
It will be a scholarship honouring her service to this State irbasis of significant achievement for the South Australian
the School of Civil Engineering at the University of South community and environment.
Australia’s Levels campus, an award to the value of $5 000. The Disability Information and Resource Centre is
Work experience in the Department of Transport will becontributing considerable clerical and administrative support
provided to the successful candidate. The State Library is tto a wonderful collaborative project involving numerous
produce a ready reference guide to a whole range of historicarganisations, in particular Arts in Action, which is an arts
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organisation for people with disabilities. It is putting on aauthor and print maker, Barbara Hanrahan, who so tragically
performance called ‘With a little bit of help from my friends’, died three years ago, a great loss indeed to South Australia.
and | think this is to be part of the Fringe celebrations. Ithas The Tourism Commission has promised to conduct a
not started yet but will in a few days’ time. research project on women and travel to obtain information
The South Australian Health Commission will do a valuable to women who wish to travel both to and within
thorough review of its women'’s health po|icy_ It proposes toSOUth Australia. The Department of Environment and Natural

release a draft policy for community consultation with groupsResources has a project entitled ‘Homes of historical
and organisations representative of women'’s interests. Thefégnificance—Catherine Helen Spence.’ We can take it that,
have been many significant health service developments fg¥hen a place has special associations with the life or work of
women in South Australia in recent times, with the establisha significant person, that place then becomes an important
ment of our four women'’s health centres, the women’s hea]tfﬁature of South Australia’s heritage, and this is certainly the
services throughout the country, the breast x-ray screenirfgpse with Catherine Helen Spence, who was a public speaker,
service, the cervix screening program and many others. It igsocial reformer, keen supporter of education and equality for
felt timely to review the whole women’s health policy to women, and whose portrait in tapestry will hang in another
consider the key issues for women'’s health in the 1990s. Place. There is work to be done on the places where she lived
The Education Department is promising a whole range of"oughout the metropolitan area, and the importance of
activities, including an ‘Education of Girls’ kit. It will also Protécting tangible reminders of such significant people.

have numerous seminars relative to women in education, 1here willbe an exhibition organised by State Records in
sefollaboration with the private sector through the Myer Centre,

here there will be a display held in the Myer Centre of all

Labour and Administrative Services is to establish th¢"€ original documents relating to the suffrage petition
Auguste Zadow award to recognise contributions to improve€Xhibition, including an alphabetical index to all the signato-
ments in women’s health and safety in the workplace. It /€S Of that petition. So, those South Australians who have
also designed to stimulate interest and recognise excellen88Cestors dating back 100 years in this State will be able to
in women'’s occupational health and safety. Itis named aftef€€ whether_or not any of their ance_stqrs s,_|gned the petmpn.
Auguste Zadow, who was one of the suffragists who worked "€ State Library will have a special “Voting for Women
over 100 years ago. She was also the first woman to be &{SPIay-

factory inspector in this State after the passing of the Factory 1 1€ Occupational Health and Safety Commission will
Act earlier in 1894. She was very well known in the Labor edicate an issue of its quarterly newsletter to the contribu-

movement. When Mary Lee established the Working“on of women to occupational health and safety, both in the

Women'’s Union, Auguste Zadow was the first Treasurer of@Stand in the present. A total of 60 000 people are estimated
that organisation. to read any such issue of this bulletin, so it will have a wide

The Department of Recreation and Sport has promise%overage' :
many activities for women throughout this year. It will have The Department of Housing and Urban Development has
seminars on issues for women in sport, such as ‘Sport and t romised a national conference on women in planning. The

mature aged womar'. It will also be providing commemora- vision of recreation, sport and racing will organise a night
. ag : ; P 9 of special events of harness racing and trotting to commemo-
tive paving stones at the State’s Sports Park where the nam

) . Fate the suffrage centenary. Of course, the centenary commit-
of women who have contributed to sport will be honoured byge itself, in conjunction with the jockey club, is organising

being engraved on paving stones laid at the State’s Spor special race day at Morphettville, where every race will be

Park at Gepps Cr.oss. named after one of the well known suffragists. The same will
The Engineering and Water Supply Department hagannen with the special events at Globe Derby Park. State
promised to cont_rlbuj[easoual and plctorlal history booll<let5upp|y has promised awards for female students at the
of women’s contribution to our water services. The Workingpjversity of South Australia and the Panorama Institute of
Women's Centre will be launching its new premises and cational Education.
working with working women in many activities designedto ¢ Department of Housing and Urban Development has
commemorate the suffrage centenary. also promised a study into women’s access to housing
There is the major exhibition of South Australian womenfinance. The Department of Mines and Energy is producing
artists from the 1890s to the 1940s. This will be held at they special brochure on women’s contribution to our mining
Art Gallery of South Australia and will show how in the late heritage. This will be launched on Saint Barbara’s Day, as
nineteenth century and the first half of the twentieth centungaint Barbara is the patron saint of miners. It is most
South Australian art was dominated by women. They wer@ppropriate to launch this brochure on Saint Barbara’s Day
producing the best art of the whole country at that time. Thergater in the year. Artlab will have a special project on women
were painters such as Bessie Davidson, Stella Bowely science, as many of the conservators at Artlab are women.
Margaret Preston, Nora Heysen, and Dorritt Black; ceramiState Systems has provided support services for the women’s
cists such as Doreen Goodchild and Gladys Reynell; and crafggister to enable that register to be properly computerised
work from Maude Bailey. This extremely important exhibi- and accessible.
tion is being funded both by the women'’s suffrage centenary The Department for Family and Community Services will
committee and also the Art Gallery through the Departmengrovide small, one-off grants to community organisations for
for the Arts. activities which they can undertake as part of the suffrage
The Women'’s Studies Resource Centre has promised t@entenary. StatePrint is contributing by providing services at
produce a kit called ‘Into our own hands’ on girls anda much reduced rate to the Women'’s Suffrage Centenary
decision making. The State Library will be producing aCommittee. The Department of Public and Consumer Affairs
Barbara Hanrahan memorial exhibition which will honouris organising an exhibition of cartoonists’ views of women
both the literary and artistic achievements of the prominenthrough the ages—most of them decidedly unflattering, rather
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like the quotations from the country which | read out earlierremoval of Dr Blackburn from her position as chair. |

I hope that it will make people laugh rather than cry whenunderstand there were suggestions that she should be
they see the ancient views of women held by the males wheemoved and that ill-health could be used as an excuse but
drew the cartoons. that she indignantly refused that excuse as her health is

The Children’s Services Office has promised to develogeertainly not such as to prevent her from undertaking suffrage
pilot projects regarding the child care needs of workingactivities. She was summarily dismissed for blatantly political
mothers with mildly ill children. The Police Department is to reasons and | strongly suspect that those who did this were
run a Kate Cox Memorial Seminar, focusing on futureunaware of the precedent established only a few years ago.
directions for women in policing, named after Kate Coxwho ~The Tonkin Liberal Government set up a committee
was the first principal of the women police in this State. Theshortly before the 1982 election to organise the celebrations
SGIC has promised a suffrage centenary prize to the tofpr South Australia’s Jubilee year. The incoming Bannon
female graduate of the Insurance Institute Certificate courseovernment did not change the Chair or members of that
this year. Mr Acting President, | have read a number of theseommittee, which continued in existence as set up by the
but | can assure you that they are only a small sample of allonkin Government through the years of the Bannon
the projects which have been promised by Governmerféovernment and organised the very successful celebrations

instrumentalities and which are in addition to the $500 00Ghat occurred for our Jubilee 150 year. | am sad that the
provided directly for suffrage celebrations. Brown Government did not see fit to follow that precedent

I would certainly hope, Mr Acting President, that with the @nd not let someone who had done all the hard work enjoy the
change in Government the various agencies will not pdruits of that hard work by chairing the committee through the
prevented from fulfilling their previous commitments—someSuffrage year. _
of which | have detailed today—towards the celebrations of The whole incident has left a very nasty taste in the
the suffrage centenary. | know that in an Address in Reply if"ouths of many people, including me. | certainly do not want
is not customary to ask questions of Ministers but, if anythe suffrage celebrations to suffer as a result, as | have always
Minister is making a reply in this debate, | would welcome believed that the suffrage celebrations should involve all
any indication that the centenary projects previously promWOmen in our community, across all political, religious,
ised by the various Government agencies and instrumentaffccupation and racial backgrounds; in other words, it should

ties will still go ahead and have not been prevented by th@€ truly comprehensive and involve all members of our
new Government. community and particularly every woman in South Australia.

is divisive and politicising the event to remove Dr Jean
lackburn as Chair of the committee.
| understand that Dr Blackburn was told it was quite
ptantly for political reasons. | should add, in case anyone
over 90 projects coming forward from Government agencie as thoughts in that regard, as far as | am aware Dr Blackburn
as never been a member of the Labor Party, so that it can

and departments. One should not, of course, forget thonl be that she was removed because she was appointed b
Parliament itself, which is to have an exhibition in the centre>™Y She w. ved use she was appol! Y
Labor Government and the incoming Government did not

hall on women in Parliament including some basic facts abo g - .
ave sufficient tolerance or a sufficiently comprehensive

the small number of women (now 22) who have ever been:. ; . ;
members of this Parliament. view of_the celebrations and wanted to throw its weight
around in that way.

_ Before winding up | could perhaps inject a slight note of e pyon R 1. Lucas: Whom do we have there now?
disappointment. | was very saddened and angered in gho oy ANNE LEVY: |am sure the Minister is aware

December when the new Government replaced the chair o . :
the Women'’s Suffrage Centenary Committee who had bee?ﬁsagrt];rtg?tﬂge\éfnlf‘;ﬁteezmy Chair who has taken the place

appointed by the preyious Government. S.he had SPeNntOVer rpo on. R.I. Lucas: Do you have a problem with her?
12.3 months, in an entirely voluntary capacity, working hard The Hon. ANNE LEVY: I fail to see the relevance of the
with the other members of the committee to plan and develofﬁterjection. | am objecting to the summary dismissal of Dr

the wonderful series of celebrations which will occur gy, for no reason whatsoever. | regard it as a most

throughouttthis ytearl'l Ont28tDe'c1:ember, threlt(a %a{)s btehfore trfreiadequate and appalling recognition of her contribution, as
year was 1o actually start, she was sacked by the nNefyo a5 g5 politicising of the event in a way that | find

Government, and that seemed to me totally unnecessary ag tremely unfortunate. | know that many people have written

most unfortunate. Dr Jean Blackburn was appointed by thi}x the Premier and the Minister for the Status of Women
Bantnofn Governrrﬁﬂt asa mloi[ emlr;er;)tl Sc;uth Aﬁ.StLarl:an' omplaining about the treatment meted out to Dr Blackburn.
quote from one of (€ many 1ELers ol objection which have, response they get some reply that talks about politicising

been sent to the Premier on this matter: the executive, which is not what the letters had been about in
Dr Jean Blackburn is known, respected and loved througho

Australia. She has been honoured for her services to Australi;ﬁ'e first place. . .
education by the universities of Melbourne (which awarded her an IN response to that, I would like to say that, while the
honorary doctorate) and Canberra (which made her their Chancellofgtters refer to repeated requests to change the composition
and by the Victorian Government. Her appointment to the Soutlpf the executive of the steering committee, | can say that in

Australian Women's Suffrage Centenary Steering Committegne past 18 months when | was Minister responsible for the
ensured interstate, indeed international, as well as local recognition

and respect for South Australia’s program of activities for 1994 tocOmmittee, not one request reached me to change the
commemorate our achievement of full (formal) citizenship foreéxecutive of the committee. | do not know to whom or when

women a century ago. such requests were made, if they were made, but they were
For the preparation of this program Dr Blackburn has chairedertainly never made to me in the entire period that | was

a large committee of very diverse aspirations. | am aware thaesponsible for the committee. | can assure members that if
there have been many people who have objected to thtbey had been made to me | would have given them serious

Those centenary projects were certainly all promised Ia%
year in response to correspondence which | had with eve

agency asking them to do something for the suffrag
centenary and to which there was a magnificent response
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consideration and would probably have undertaken certaiopposite Party, my expectation was that he would be biased
actions after consultation with the committee, of course. towards his Party. However, this was not so, and he handled
But the treatment meted out to Dr Blackburn is in starkmatters of contention in this Chamber with equanimity,

contrast to the precedent set by the Bannon Government wifairness and balance. At a time when | had to make a personal
the sesqui-centenary committee and reflects poorly on thosxplanation and when objections were raised that the
who made the decision to denigrate Dr Blackburn in this wayexplanation was too lengthy, the Hon. Mr Bruce allowed the
and thereby to politicise what should have been, and indeedarification, understanding the trouble that had gone into
was, above Party politics, as any examination of the compazollating the explanations.

sition of the committee will indicate. The Hon. Gordon Bruce was a very fair person. At times
While | hope that the suffrage centenary celebrations wilhe had difficulty in hearing me, and I will not question his
not suffer as a result of this behaviour on the part of the newearing. However, given that he once confused my name with
Liberal Government, | repeat that it has left a sour taste in theéhat of the then newest member of the Council, the Hon. Mrs
mouths of many people and | feel it is extremely unfortunateCaroline Schaefer, | must question his vision, as we are not
that this politicising has occurred in regard to what certainlyquite identical physically. We wish Mr Bruce the very best
until then had not had a shred of Party politics in any wayfor the future. | also welcome our two new members, the
involved and where the planned celebrations, under the Chaifon. Mr Robert Lawson and the Hon. Mr Angus Redford.
of Dr Blackburn, showed no partisanship of any sort. Our Chamber now has a good team of lawyers. To our newest
The planned celebrations cannot be faulted in that regardémale member of the Council, the Hon. Ms Sandra Kanck,
they are comprehensive and cover every facet of womenigelcome; we toast another female in Parliament. Also, to our
lives throughout all sections of our community. I, for one, new President, the Hon. Peter Dunn, | offer my congratula-
certainly hope the celebrations achieve what they have set otipns.
to do or what was originally_planned, but | regret that they  on the subject of women, as it is the suffrage year, we are
have been sullied by the actions taken three days before th@|eprating the hundredth anniversary of the right of women
year began by the new Liberal Government. to vote and the right of women to stand for Parliament, a first
for our State. In an article from tHadependent Monthlgf

d doi knowledae th ificent iob that H February 1994, it is stated that 35 per cent of all full-time
and, In so doing, acknowledge the magniticent Job that M€, men working in the Australian public sector have shattered
Excellency the Governor, Dame Roma Mitchell, is doing. Sh

&he glass ceiling; that is, they have broken through the hidden

mixes with a vast range of the Australian community With o7 cjes that prevent women from competing in the public
ease, modesty and humility, no matter what the personﬁ/orkplace on an equal basis

status may be. | thank her for her allegiance and style. " . o . . .
Y 9 y However, itis also identified that in the private sector this

I would also take this opportunity to farewell my former ‘b timistic. It found that i t
colleague the Hon. John Burdett. When | entered Parliamehf&y N0t D€ as optimistic. it was found that in managemen
sitions women marginally improved their position from

about three years ago it was John who helped me put thin .9 per cent in 1984 to 11.8 per cent in 1992 but that the

into perspective. On the day that | felt particularly negative ; "
he told me that as | had encountered so much trouble iRroPertion of women who had reached management positions

getting into the Council | had better buck up and get on witroUll_fémained at 2.9 per cent. It therefore reflects the
it. | always remembered that practical advice. increasing number of women in the work force but not the
John was my adviser on many issues. At times Whetj.'mproved_female promotion rate. , . .
decisions were made against our Party members that seemedAt Sénior management level, women’s position slipped
illogical or back to front, John would explain patiently the from 2.5 per cent in 1984 to 1.3 per cent in 1992. In this
ways of parliamentary seniority, of merit and of relationships ¢ategory, women have regressed. Women remain over-
In all cases he would always encourage me to speak my minfePresented in low paid and part time work. The average
but with caution. In the area of legal jargon, sometimes héhcome is still only 70 per cent of the average male income.
would pop into my small office while | was looking up an For example, senior male managers earn $86 500, compared
unfamiliar legal term and he would explain that term with t their female counterparts, who earn $69 100.
clarity and patience in response to what must have seemed a Women battling to get ahead and tired of waiting for an
basic question. He gave advice on the framing of petitionsppportunity have opted out and established their own
guestions on notice and moving motions. At all times he wa®usinesses. The rate of women working in their own busines-
pleased that he could provide such advice and stronglges rose from 216 300 to 272 400 between 1984 and 1990.
encouraged all these activities. Women now own 31.5 per cent of Australian small busines-
At all times John was an honourable gentleman, &e€s. They are also more successful than men at keeping these
generous person and a true Christian. It is with deep sadnes@all businesses afloat.
that | note that he did not live to enjoy his retirement with his  However, small business people do not usually form part
wife, Jean, and we extend to Jean and his family our deepest the decision making group of elite people in business.
sympathies. We will all miss the Hon. Mr John Burdett.  Therefore, this movement of women to self-employment is
| also give my sympathies to the families of our two serving to perpetuate and accelerate the marginalisation of
pioneer women in Parliament, although | did not know themambitious women in the work force. These are comments
namely, the Hon. Mrs Jessie Cooper and the Hon. Mrs Joyamade by an author, Ms Still. Women are still stereotyped by
Steele. Their track records confirm that they served theicertain occupations. For example, figures from the Royal
community with distinction. College of Surgeons show that there are 134 females out of
During the last session | did not get the opportunity to4 500 surgeons. Further, a Victorian study shows that only 15
acknowledge our previous President, the Hon. Mr Gordoper cent of jobs in the construction industry are female, whilst
Bruce. He was the very first experience | had of the functiorb5 per cent of women have jobs in the recreation industry and
of a President in Parliament. Since he was the President of ti@most 70 per cent in community service.
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However, the article further comments that, despite these At the outset, | had expected to reach a more optimistic conclu-
negatives, the progress of women in the Australian Iabou‘iﬂont tt?_an I have. II elxpe%t'tedt tﬁ f”:jd—lt wantgztorl] tgtm&a—ﬂ?ﬁgf
H H strallans, uniquely placed to take advantage o e
forqe has been IMPressSIVe. In 20 years, women have tEjlkl%icient cultures, innovative modernity and growing economies in
their place at the highest levels and have changed the WofKeir region, and to become a centre of expertise about their
culture. In America, as commented Bynemagazine in the  neighbours, in the 1990s are well on the way to doing so, and in large
summer of 1990, we are heading for a time when issues likeumbers. While that conclusion is true of sameit would be
equal pay, child-care, abortion, rape and domestic violencémature as a generalisation about all Australians.

will no longer be women’s issues but viewed as economicohe further suggests that, far from expecting to find models

family and ethical issues, all of which pertain equally to menfor themsglves in neighbouring countries, Australiap settlgrs
and to women. are conditioned by past European contacts to perceive Asians

The Hon. Carolvn Pickles: | hobe | am alive to see the 25 people to be instructed, not to seek instruction from; to be
’ Y ) P patronised, not to be equal with. Australia had an historical

day. ] . foot in one camp and a geographical foot in the other, but
The Hon. BERNICE PFITZNER: The Hon. Caroline \est was ‘us’ and East was ‘them’. Politics sided with

Plckl_es _sounds very pessimistic about that comment. Womer'ﬂstory against geography, even to the detriment of econom-
are finding themselves at a watershed when time is needeg says Broinowski. As the Indonesian poet Rendres says,
for evaluation and reflection. We leave the cosy and safe/; will come through as a Western society and yet be
roads of the past and move into the future, which looms withyiqyely different from America and Europe and help the lot
so many choices that the freedom it promises is both excitings asian people.”
and frightening. There is a new appreciation of women as - aystralians must try to cease seeing us as foreigners and
more than sex objects, as more than wives, as more thaicent Asians in all their variety as part of mainstream
mothers. Australian life. Australia is not Asia, but Asia and the Pacific
It is interesting to note the results of a questionnairegre part of Australia’s hemisphere and culture—an interesting
obtained in September 1990 from 505 Americans between thend growing part. It is clear that until Asia occupies a place
ages of 18 and 24 years. In relation to the question thegqual to that of the West in Australians’ minds, the nation’s
thought it easier to be a man or a woman, the results showgslirsuit of its interests will remain distorted. If Australian
that of the female respondents 30 per cent said it was easigfentity and self-image are to change, they must do so in a
to be a woman and 59 per cent said that it was easier to ba,ﬁay that recognises Australia in the Asian-Pacific
man. Of the male respondents, 21 per cent said it was easi@émisphere_
to be awoman and 65 per cent said it was easier to be a man. Qur particular push in trying to get to know Asia is mainly
Therefore, it is agreed, even at the tender age of 18 to 24ye to economics. It is the fastest growing region in economic
years, that being a woman is rather more difficult. terms. | remember not so long ago when the Australian dollar
On the question of which of the following was their single was equal to about $3 or $4 Singapore and in Hong Kong the
most important goal, of the female respondents the responsgsistralian dollar was equal to $6 or $7 Hong Kong. Now in
were, in order of priority: a happy marriage, a successfuSingapore, the place of my origin, where the Australian
career, well adjusted children and contributing to society. Oftandard of living was looked up to, the Singapore dollar is
the male respondents, the responses, in order of their priorityjrtually equal to the Australian dollar and the standard of
were: a successful career, a happy marriage, contributing tiving, although different, is comparable.
society and having well adjusted children. My interpretation Table 2 fromAsia Weekof July 1992 shows the gross
of the responses to that questionnaire identifies that womesomestic product, which is the value of all goods and services
are perhaps more family oriented and men are more careproduced in a country in one year. There is also a table which
oriented. This questionnaire partly serves to substantiatshows the gross national product per capita. The gross
some research which has been done in America and whiafational product is GDP minus the surplus or deficit in trade
concludes that the crux of women’s existence is a sense @i goods and services divided by the population per year. Mr
relationship. President, | seek leave to incorporate these two tables in
Research states that this concept colours every aspectldfinsard They are of a statistical nature.
a woman’s life. Where most women use conversation to Leave granted.

expand and understand relationships, most men use talk to TABLE I—GNP PER CAPITA .
convey solutions, thus ending conversation. Where womep 5\ try GNP per C%p'ta
see people as mutually dependent, men view people as seffyitzerland 35020
reliant. Women emphasise caring and men value freedorgapan 27 235
Women consider action within a context linking one to theU.S. 22 550
next; men tend to regard events as isolated and discretganada 21500
Perhaps that gives the women a more flexible mediating /™" gi ggg

approach, while men tend to be more direct, sure anggy, 18 685

decisive. Neither is right or wrong. It is perhaps the differ-u.K. 17 445
ence between men and women. These concepts are interestikigptralia 16 350
and the contributions of both sexes appear to be essential. "9 Kong 11"5)’16%20
rural areas, due to the isolation and distance, women have g1 95P0r® 5 685
rely more heavily on inter-relationships, networking andsgyth Korea 6 489
teamwork. Malaysia 2475
| turn now to the attitude of Australia to Asia and Asian Thailand 1605
Philippines 725

business ethics. Only recently have many Australians noticegl onesia 605
that Asia has relevance to the wellbeing of our nation. Alisorchina 325
Broinowski reflects: Vietnam 200
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TABLE II—GDP GROWTH donations and escort services. Japan used nightclubs and
GDP growth monetary gifts for entertainment, whilst Malaysia was more

Eﬂglg'\ggw g/‘é prone to buying drinks and providing charity donation.
Sout%/ Korea 8.4 Entertainment and gift giving to clients therefore varies with
Thailand 7.9 the business culture of the country.
g}';’r‘{g“ ;g Another divisive issue in Asia involves gender bias in pay
Indonesia 6.4 and promotions. The question was put as to whether it was
Singapore 5.1 okay to pay a family man a higher wage than a single woman
Hong Kong 3.9 for doing the same job. One in three supported the practice,
Vietnam 3.8 with Koreans, Singaporeans, Japanese and Indonesians most
iljagan 23'72 often in favour. A Hong Kong employer, on commenting
Germany 13 about blue collar workers, stated that the male is worth a bit
Italy 1.1 more than the female as they are more flexible and more
France 1.0 willing to go beyond the call of duty. This rationale is not
Australia 0.8 supported in Australia and only 14 per cent agree with the
Philippines 0.5 -
Switzerland -0.5 question.
Sa}gada i15.5 Another question which was asked was whether promotion

should be based on length of service and company loyalty.
. . One in five supported the concept, with Korea, Taiwan,

hTT]e.H?E' BERN|CEtPF”|_ZNE§' t\Ne note '.r; tatt’rlletl’th Thailand and Japan strongest in support, while Australia,
which IS the gross national product per capia, that ey, Kong and western expatriates most often objected.

country at the top of the list is Switzerland, where the GNPHowever, merit based promotion is becoming more accept-

per capita is $35 020. The countries at the bottom of the liSiple and there is a prediction that there will be a significant

are China, which is $325 GNP per capita, and Vietnamgyf 14 the merit based concept in three to five years. Thus
which is $200 GNP per capita. Australia is around the mediag) o can see that Asian businepss issues and et)k/ncs ére qui’te

of $16 315. However, looking at table I, which is GDP itterentin many ways from the Australian business culture.
growth, we note that Malaysia’s growth is top of the table at™  _. S . . .
8.8 per cent, while at the bottom is the United Kingdom at Finally, in this section | would like to comment in rather

—1.5 per cent. Switzerland, which is at the top of the GNP inore detail about our mental health. The investigation into
-1.5 per cent; Australia is .8 per cent, China is 7 per cent angental health by Burdekin, the Federal Human Rights

Vietnam is 3.8 per cent. The conclusion that we would reackrOmmissioner, described the situation as appalling and the
services both in Government and in the private sector as

is that, although the standard of living is high in the tradition-; o .
al developed countries, the rate of improvement lies with ouf’@d€quate. The findings are that the mentally disabled are

near Asian neighbours and this rate is moving at a fantastiiScriminated against in all areas; from Government agencies,
speed. private medical funds, private psychiatrists, boarding house

We are told by the Arthur D. Little report that Australia PrOPrietors and throughout the whole of the general
must get into business with Asia. Therefore, we must p&ommunity. Governments have saved millions through the

cognisant of Asian business ethics. Some of these ethicBP!ICY ©f moving people out of institutions into the

issues are discussed in tReonomic Reviewf September community, but very little of the savings have been passed
1993. I will mention just some of the issues. The first is thePN to community based programs. Here in SOUt.h Australia the
right to strike—a most divisive issue amongst busines§oMmMunity has been most concerned regarding the closure

managers in Asia. Of those surveyed, slightly more thal‘?ingcr%St:This parti(f:ular hospitafl hz.alq'arguagly thg'higl]hesftf
half—54 per cent—agreed that there should be the right t§{andards in terms of treatment, facilities and medical sta

strike. The strongest support was from the Japanese at 80 g8F the mentally ill.
cent followed by Australia at 69 per cent and the Philippines AS the edict went out that we must deinstitutionalise and
at 61 per cent. Least likely to approve of the right to strikeintegrate our mentally disabled into the community, the
were the Singaporeans at 27 per cent, the Thais at 40 per C@(Iﬁ)sure of Hillcrest StartEd, tOgether with the withdrawal of
and the Taiwanese at 40 per cent. As Asia grows Wea|thiéer\/.ice.s. The previous Government did this without first
and its middle class expands further, the activity of traddutting in place accommodation and care in the community.
unions will become increasingly important. There was no mfr_astructure to receive some of our most
Another issue relates to Asian management's majoYulnerable people into our community. Therefore, they were
concerns which, in order of priori'[yl were the Supp|y oftossed into the general community and left to fend for
skilled staff (it was noted that unskilled staff were in plentiful themselves. | have heard that the standard of supported
supply in the Asian region); worker accuracy in quality and@ccommodation is dreadful, and | personally have seen
accuracy of output; the cost of labour; staff turnover;Photographs of Housing Trust homes where the mentally
employee attendance and punctuality; and trade unions—#isabled are left to cope.
that order. Australian concerns in order of priority were They are not coping well, as evidenced by the rat infested,
slightly different. They were, first, trade unions; secondly,dirty and unhygienic rooms that house the mentally disabled.
labour costs; and, thirdly, quality. | understand that they also are taken advantage of when they
They were least concerned about skilled labour. In relatiomgree to exchange their television for a pair of shoes and
to business entertainment and gifts in the business cultur&yrther, when they become rowdy, the neighbours complain
Australia, Singapore and Hong Kong tended to entertaimnd the mentally disabled are again harassed by the police.
clients by buying drinks and meals. However, in Korea,This is all wrong. Integration into the community needs
Taiwan, the Philippines and Indonesia, entertaining clientsesource committed to provide the mentally disabled with a
was mainly done by using nightclubs, monetary gifts, charitysafe and caring haven in the community. As Burdekin
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comments in the January 1994 edition of the magazine The Hon. T. CROTHERS secured the adjournment of
Directions in Government the debate.
We have dumped them in the community only to

reinstitutionalise them, in many cases, in places that are less

appropriate than where they came from. ACTS INTERPRETATION (COMMENCEMENT

The incidence of mental iliness is not definitely known but PROCLAMATIONS) AMENDMENT BILL

an estimate is that 250 000 Australians, or 1.5 per cent of the

population, suffer from severe mental iliness. One in five Adjourned debate in Committee (resumed on motion).

adults has or will have some form of mental disorder. (Continued from page 100.)

Schizophrenia affects approximately one per cent of the Clause 2—'Commencement of Acts.’

population or 170 000 Australians. Depressive disorders The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: | move:

affect 10 per cent of the population. Dementia affects 5 per Page 1, line 17—After ‘in subsection (3)’ insert ‘that provides

cent of people over the age of 65 years and 20 per cent over for the commencement ofth’e Children’s Protection Act 1993
S or of a provision of that Act'.

the age of 80 years. This is a great concern because, as Whe a

Ik lation in Australia is steadil . mendments which | have now put on file result from the
Well know, our population in Australia IS steadily ageing.  gigeyssion earlier in the Committee stage. There may be some

The principals for the protection of the mentally ill 4rqument as to whether this is the best way to achieve the
reaffirm the right to be protected from exploitation, whethergpyieciive, and maybe there are arguments that there are other
economic, sexual or of other kinds; from abuse, whetheyays we can consider doing it. Effectively, what the amend-
physical or other forms; and from degrading treatment. In thénent seeks to do is vary the further proclamation date of 1
Burdekin report there are some excerpts must which | musfiarch 1994, which is the implementation date for family care
quote. In ‘General Conclusions’ he says: meetings under the Children’s Protection Act 1993. The

People affected by mental illness are amongst the most vulnera., ; : :
ble and disadvantaged in our community. They suffer from%mendment will defer the proclamation date to a future time

widespread systematic discrimination and are consistently denied t\ghen it will be possible to implement the scheme and then
rights and services to which they are entitled. the provision will be repealed on 31 December 1994 by a
On the subject of mental health services he says: proposed clause 3. That gives some flexibility.

The promise of more and more effective, community based As | indicated at an earlier stage, the advice which | have

services following implementation of policies of received is that four months should be sufficient time within
deinstitutionalisation has not been realised. Most jurisdictions hav,

not substantially redirected funds from expensive inpatient psychia@lhICh to put everythlng n plaqe, af‘d SIX months would be a
fic institutions to community mental health services. reasonable time, but this builds in just some measure of

On community care and treatment: safety. | can just reassure the Committee that it is the
The inadequacies of existing community mental health service§0vernment's intention to bring the legislative scheme into

to treat, care for and support people with mental iliness living in theoperation earlier rather than later.

community is disgraceful. Those services which do existare grossly The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: The amendments now

underfunded and underdeveloped. proposed solve my principal concerns. It is not my preferred

OnPi%(:)cl)emQQfggtaeﬂo&; mental iliness face a critical shortage Oway of handling things. As | said during the second reading
appropriate and affordable housing. The absence of suitabl%tage’ | would prefer amendments to the Children's Protec-

accommodation is the single biggest obstacle to recovery anton Actitself. This is untidier, but within nine months what

effective rehabilitation. gets put into the Acts Interpretation Act will then disappear
On people in rural and isolated areas: from print never to be seen again. Itis a slightly untidy way

The irony is that in many of these areas, where the need i®f solving the problem. At least it does that, and | will not
greatest, the services are fewest. lose any sleep over it.

This is particularly the point in small country communities  The Hon. C.J. SUMNER: | am not happy with this
where mental health services are almost non-existent.  means of resolving this matter. The Attorney-General should
Further, more than five million Australians live outside have introduced an amendment to the Children’s Protection
major urban centres and more than half of those live in smalAct. It is in my view a sloppy way to go about legislating.
rural towns or remote areas. These people have special neeftsu put this obscure provision in the Acts Interpretation Act
in relation to mental health. Isolation, social factors associaten the basis that at sometime in the future it will be taken out.
ed with small scale communities and the effect of the recereople researching the matter will have to go to two Acts,
severe rural recession can all exacerbate mental healihstead of one, and that is the approach that should have been
problems. There appears to be a particular tension betweewlopted in trying to simplify the law.
effective recognition of the needs and rights of rural The honourable member no doubt has commented
Australians affected by mental illness and the pressure qfreviously about simplification of the law and drafting things
economic rationalism. in a manner that is the easiest possible way for people in the
What is called for is a stricter licensing for boarding community, not just lawyers, to understand. This will create
houses, better alternative accommodation, improved coopezenfusion for lawyers as well as the general community,
ation between Government agencies, education to chanfgecause you are dealing with a specific issue in a general Act.
attitudes, and a redistribution of money to where it is reallyit is an unsatisfactory way to go about legislating. It is not the
needed. The report asks for an urgent, concerted and effectibéygest issue in the world, as | acknowledge, but if you are
response. So, even with the constant reminder that our Stageing to do things you might as well do them properly. When
is in financial difficulties, we must address this most serioughis problem arose during the debate, | do not see why a Bill
problem of our mentally disabled. We must allocate sufficientould not have been introduced to amend the Children’s
funds to this area for, as we all know, the strength of ouProtection Act, the specific Act we are dealing with. There
community is in our weakest link, and this weak link at thewould not have been any problem finding the change, but
present moment is our neglected mentally disabled. On th&iding it away in this manner in a general Act is a most
note of concern, | commend the motion to the Council.  unsatisfactory way of dealing with the problem.
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The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: lindicated when I moved the this Council will hold you to your principles—of that you can
amendment that there may well be suggestions about howlie assured. It would be remiss of me at this point—
should or should not be done. The Hon. L.H. Davis: We don'’t have to worry about you,

The Hon. C.J. Sumner interjecting: TC.

The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: | am not suggesting it is The Hon. T. CROTHERS: Was that Legh Davis? |
entirely satisfactory. The fact is that it is imperative to dealthought a wasp had attacked him in the head—a wood wasp
with this issue now. It has to go to the House of Assembly.or something. Oh well, what a pity; the wasp would have

The Hon. C.J. Sumner: We'll put a new Bill straight probably died. It would be remiss of me at this point if | did

through. not mention the former members of this Council and their
The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: You have to get a new Bill passing. | pay tribute to the Hon. Mr Bruce, the Hon. Bob

prepared and printed. Ritson, the Hon. lan Gilfillan, and, of course, the late Hon.
The Hon. C.J. Sumner: That will take about five John Burdett and the late Hon. Jessie Cooper. The Hon.

minutes. Gordon Bruce was, of course, President of this Council for

The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: No, it will take longer than the whole of the last Parliament, during which time, in my
that. | appreciate the comments which the Hon. Mr Elliott has/iew, he served it very well and was a work colleague of
made, and the comment made by the Leader of the Oppogiine in the old Liquor Trades Union, long before he ever
tion, and | acknowledge that there is substance in thé@ecame a member of this place.
comments that they make. It is an issue which has to be Gordon will be best remembered for his forthright
addressed. When | first introduced the Bill, | believed that theopinions and his ability to inject harmony into most groups
issue of principle could have been dealt with rather than onlyvith whom he came in contact, whilst in the personage of the
the specific; | was wrong. The majority in the Committee isHon. Bob Ritson | found a man of exceeding great integrity
obviously concerned to deal with the specific. The amendand principle whom | personally shall sorely miss. | also
ment before us is, whilst untidy, nevertheless the quickest anghention the Hon. lan Gilfillan who, in my opinion, was dealt
simplest way of dealing with the issue to enable it to bewith very severely at the last election in a manner which |
addressed here and in the House of Assembly so it can Beund abhorrent in that some participants in the election
assented to this week, and the 1 March date be suspendeddyypeared to have played the man and not the electoral policy
proclamation. | am afraid that there is no other reasonable arglibstance. However, there may be more of that later, and at
expeditious alternative, but | appreciate the indication fronthis time | have nothing further to add to my present com-
the Hon. Mr Elliott that he is prepared, notwithstanding thatments, except to say that | wish the three former members

to allow the amendment to pass. well in their retirement and turn now to two deceased former
Amendment carried; clause as amended passed. members of this Council, namely the Hon. John Burdett and
New clause 3—'Repeal of section 7(4a) of the principalthe Hon. Jessie Cooper.

Act’ The Hon. John Burdett was first known to me in his
The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: | move: position as a Minister in the former Tonkin Government

New clause, page 1, after line 17—Insert new clause as followawhere, amongst other things, he held the ministerial overview
3. Subsection (4a) of section 7 of the principal Actis repealechf the Licensing Act. Because of that | often had to visit him
Ne\?vncsi;uDsf?r?;beer{ 61394' as | was, at that time, the secretary of the old Liquor Trades
Title passed ) Union. I_am constrained to say, and place on record, that he
Bill read ath'ird time and passed never fa_lled to see me when | requested. | also found that he
) always listened politely and carefully to what I had to say and
if | could prove to his satisfaction that the union had rectitude
ADDRESS IN REPLY on its side he equally never failed to act to correct the position
which my union had found itself at odds with. He was, as a
Adjourned debate on motion for adoption (resumed orMinister, a true and humble servant of this State and it is a
motion). great tragedy that he did not live long enough to enjoy his
(Continued from page 109.) retirement. | may also mention that he displayed enormous
courage in the last six months of his life and | extend my
The Hon. T. CROTHERS: | support the motion, and in heartfelt condolences to John’s family.
doing so thank the State Governor for the manner in which  Finally, | also offer similar condolences to the family of
she opened the first session of the forty-eighth Soutlhe late Mrs Jessie Cooper, who belonged to a long-time
Australian Parliament. She has, of course, been to theesident family of South Australia, namely, the Coopers of
forefront of public life in this State for many years as aCooper’s Brewery fame. | came to know both her and the rest
servant of the people in one way or another, and she comf the Coopers through my trade union connection and |
tinues to be a credit in all that she does and accomplishes, ameuld place on record that that establishment was amongst
long may she so continue. some of the very best employers | ever dealt with. The Hon.
Turning now, if | may, to the new members of this Jessie Cooper was no exception to that rule. | note with more
Council, | refer to the Hon. Sandra Kanck, the Hon. Angushan just a tinge of sadness her passing, and again my
Redford and last, but by no means least, the Hon. Robbieondolences go to her immediate family, most of whom are
Lawson, the three of whom, in my opinion, made very fineknown to me, in their time of sadness at her passing.
maiden speeches, some of which contained some very fine | now turn to the new Liberal Government. | think it is fair
principles, in particular that speech contributed by the Honto say that history will record that the Australian Labor Party
Mr Lawson. At this point | would like to say that if death and suffered one of its most severe electoral defeats in this State’s
taxes are two of the only certainties in life | would like to add political history. This we on this side understand, and it did
a third to the inventory of knowledge of the three membersiot come unexpectedly or entirely as a surprise to most of us.
in question, and that is that we on the Opposition benches dfor those of us who believe in a parliamentary system of
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Government this means that the Brown Government has bed¢he cradle of democracy, showed us by their actions what
given a generous mandate by the South Australian peopléhey thought were the responsibilities of citizens in securing
However, it does not and, indeed, it should not mean thahe government or candidate of their choice.
those of us who constitute Her Majesty’s Opposition in this  Nothing (and | mean ‘nothing’) has changed relative to
State have to remain passive in respect to those Governmehgat responsibility to this day, yet we have the Premier
policies with which we disagree. espousing the cause of voluntary voting in this State and
The Government will, | am sure, and should, note wellthreatening, as have political tyrants down through the ages,
that it could not win a majority in this Chamber and it oughtto interfere with the workings of this State Parliament if he,
not to complain about that given that it was one of its formertthe Premier, does not get his way on this matter.
leaders in this place, the Hon. Ren DeGaris, who fought long |, for one, pledge to the Council, irrespective of any threat
and hard to ensure that the present system—wherelyy the Premier or anyone else, to fight this vicious legislation.
members are elected to this Council—was put in place. Andt is legislation that some senior Liberal Party strategists
it is with that in mind that | now turn the attention of this believe will be to their political advantage. The term ‘volun-
Council to the statements made by the present Premier of thiary voting’ used by the Premier is a misnomer, because no-
State on voluntary voting. | see in relation to the foregoingone in South Australia is forced to vote. Under the law all
arecent press article indicating that there is much unease @mrolled citizens are required on election day to go to their
the State Liberal Party rooms about the introduction of suclpolling booth and have their name struck off the electoral roll.
a Bill and so, in my opinion, there should be. Itis certainly worth repeating that no-one is required by law
Those of us who read a fair bit of history do well recall theto vote. One can see, therefore, that the term ‘voluntary
election of Adolf Hitler, already referred to by one of my voting’ is an absolute misnomer, because we have that now.
colleagues, the Hon. Mr Feleppa in his Address in Reply | say to the Premier that if he is still in the same frame of
speech. But, as | said, those of us who read a fair bit omind, irrespective of the opposition he is encountering from
history do well recall the election of Adolf Hitler in pre- amongst his own ranks, ‘Go your hardest in this matter and
Second World War Germany where, with about 34 per cent, for one, will go my hardest to oppose you, along with my
of the vote, he became the leader of the largest political partgolleagues and, | trust, the Australian Democrats. No
in the Germany of that time, thus leading them on, by anntimidatory threats shall deter me.
ageing President Hindenberg, to be appointed Chancellor of Having disposed of that matter, | intend to speak of the
what then became, in Hitler’s view, the Third Reich. new trade practices that will shortly come into being under
However, in referring to that | must state that it is the new General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT).
significant to note that in the election 30 per cent or more of intend to be fairly brief on this subject. If the agreed
the German people who were eligible to vote failed to do s&hanges are implemented quickly, from the viewpoint of our
and Germany and the rest of the world paid an awful price iragricultural export sector in this State, and other exports in
the war that followed. In my view it was a price that probably South Australia in general, even though GATT did not go as
would not have had to be exacted if compulsory voting hadar as it might have gone, | think the impact of GATT will be
been in place in Germany at that time. Just as significanthipeneficial not only to South Australia but to our nation as a
and in our times, too, the recent Russian elections saw thehole.
emergence of Vladimir Zhirinovsky, a Russian fascist, itis  Although | am fearful of the potential for an all-out trade
said, as the leader of the largest single Party in the presewar between the USA and Japan, which could set back the
Russian Duma. implementation of GATT policies for months, if not years
Again, he did this with 25 per cent of all votes cast,and which, were it to occur, would set back Australia’s
despite the fact that 50 per cent or more of the Russiatrading position to the detriment of all of us, and although |
electorate failed to vote. Those of us who have listened to thean understand the chagrin of the Americans about the
recent speeches of Mr Zhirinovsky must be fearful of whatardiness of the Japanese in freeing up their markets, | fear
he proposes and sigh with the yearning of a compulsorglso for the consequences of the bullying tactics of the
voting system in the Russian State. Americans. The old truism that ‘people in glass houses
Further, | want to highlight this question that has beershould not throw stones’ is particularly applicable here. Ask
raised by the Premier concerning the ancient Greeks who&HP how the American anti-dumping laws are cruelly used
civilisation we use as a role model for democracy. They weré¢o block our exports of Australian steel.
so obsessed with each citizen discharging his or her Indeed, ask our farmers about the way in which Australian
democratic obligations to their society, but, Mr President, thabeef exports to the US have been blocked from entering those
democracy introduced in the early days a form of compulsorynarkets. Ask our wheat farmers about the damage that was
voting, and the form was as follows. Come election day, theylone to them when the Americans subsidised their wheat
would smash a large amphora or pottery storage bin into exports for several years to such an extent that our farmers—
multitude of pieces and distribute the pieces to those citizerafficient at foodstuff growing as they are—could not compete
who were entitled to vote. Ballot boxes were then providedn the world market. It strikes me that, if the Americans are
for each candidate and each elector was given a shard of theact as the conscience of the world in respect of free trade,
broken jar. They would place it in the box of the candidate ofthey must first put their own house in order.
their choice. Moving on from GATT and the brief reference | have
Even after the count of those shards of pottery was madenpade to it, and knowing that in the brief time | have had
no winner was declared until such time as the amphora waevailable to me that | have not done it justice because of the
rebuilt. It is significant to note that they went further: shouldenormous number of other considerations that | have not
one piece of that amphora be missing, the result of thenentioned, | turn to the question of unemployment in
election was declared null and void and the whole procedur@ustralia. It must be said that unemployment is not just an
entered into again. There we have it: the city States of anciedfustralian problem but is a world-wide problem that will be
Greece, which our history and all our text books tell us waswith us for a long time to come. | do not agree with my State
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and Federal colleagues who believe that some form of incomeebanon, Afghanistan, Ireland and many others, such as the
tax should be levied to assist the unemployed. To go dowKurds, Basques and the Macedonians, to name just a few. |
that route would be only to apply a remedial band-aid to thesuppose if | were to name them all it would almost sound like
position. Unemployment is an extremely serious problem and roll-call of members of the United Nations as it is currently
we will never resolve it by raising extra taxes. That wouldconstituted. Such is the widespread nature of the problem of
simply be a short-term answer to a problem that requiresnodern ethnicity that the world as we know it is desperately
considerable thought and long-term solutions. crying out to have international mechanisms in place in order
The unemployed deserve much better treatment than thahat we may effectively apply correct and proper solutions to
The level of permanent unemployment both here andhe problems that beset us.
internationally has been brought about by the all too rapid
introduction of new technologies, particularly in the field of ~ These include unemployment, the ever-dwindling nature
computer science. The benefit from such introduction whictef the earth’s resources and potable water supply (and most
flows on to nations or a work force is merely coincidental. |0f these things are used up for profitability and not need), and
believe that the pace and the rapidity of the introduction ofhe enormous and ever-increasing environmental problems
new age technologies is aimed at maximising production anghich pose such a dangerous threat to our earth and its
the profitability of the multi-corporates and their campinhabitants, such as the proper distribution of the earth’s food
followers. In support of that proposition, | ask the Council toresources on the basis of need, and so on. This list is by no
consider the number of jobs that have been lost here in SoutReans endless, but it is very daunting and, as previously said,
Australia, with our narrow industrial base and population ofin order to address it we must set up a mechanism which can
about 1.5 million people. properly and effectively deal with these problems which beset
| believe that members would recall that, in the pasts- Certainly, the multinationals have already shown us the
decade and a half or so, thousands of jobs have been lost h&¥ay. Just as they have found that they operate at maximum
in South Australia—job loss that came about through theefficiency and profitability by globalising their operations,
introduction of word processors, computerised petrol pumpghen most assuredly that is the only way for the inhabitants
computer ticketing machines in our public transport and th@f this earth to proceed if they are to find meaningful
introduction of computers into supermarkets, the bankingolutions to the current global problems.
industry, and so on. This list is by no means exhaustive and,
if we understand what that has meant in respect of job loss
here in South Australia, then we see that truly the amount
job loss on a world scale is horrific and frightening. Itis sai

| know that some of my colleagues in this Council and
Isewhere, including some of my colleagues on this side of
gthe Chamber, will be constrained to say, ‘Did you hear poor

by some that the introduction of the computer sciences int8|ﬁI Tr(;avor rg]oing off agaihn toda;ll_?IHe’lz right,hyou kntalyv, bu(';
our industries will create as many jobs as are lost. In my'hatdoes he expectus here in little old South Australia to do

view, this is a palpable lie, or at best an extreme distortion ofPOUt it? It is too big for us to handle, too big for us to do

the real truth. anything about it. Let’'s put it into thg ‘too hard to han_dle’
Positive answers to these very serious problems do not [|R0X- Let someone else deal with it. It will be all right

in any new form of income tax levies or in any other form of €ventually and it will go away.

tax levies as we currently understand the taxation system. We

have to change the way we approach the problem of today’é0

unemployed by developing new methods and providinqhe ver . . . . : :
; ; ! y same thing. Nothing will ever be achieved if that is
gainful employment. The old WASP work ethic which were our attitude whilst in the meantime, because of this ‘let’s sit

handed down to the world by 18th century Britain and whichOn our hands, she'll be right, mate’ attitude, the world as we

were made possible by the inventions of the Arkwrights, th - L :
Cartwrights, the Watts, the Stephensons and the John Loud%rqow itkeeps slipping down the plug hole of despair.

McAdams of that era are defunct. They are made all the more say to all my colleagues here, ‘Let us here in South
rapidly defunct by the speed with which we have introducedyysrajia be the first elected Parliament in the world to take
our New Age technologies into the work places of this earthaction, irrespective of Party or creed, and let our various
_lam no Luddite, but it seems to me that, whilst multina- ited voices be heard.’ We owe that at least to the people
tionals continue to operate globally as unchallenged as theyhg elected us all. We owe it to our children and our
are now, as out of reach of national Governments as they NOgtandchildren and indeed to all our descendants. The ability-
are, the position of the unemployed will continue to get no,_gyrvive clock in earth’s time is most assuredly at five
better. In fact, | predict that it will continue to worsen until hinutes to midnight. Time is not on this earth’s side. There
it becomes unbearable and, instead of the good governmery, sfter all but one earth. The majority of this planet's
which we currently enjoy, we will have anarchy, with all that jhapitants have nowhere left to run. You know I am right,
implies with respect to the worsening condition of humankindy, president. | believe | am right, and that it is fitting that
on this earth, a position that | believe the majority of peoplesoyth Australians, in this year of female suffrage, through the
do not want or desire. It is imperative that answers must bg st parliament in this world to give females the vote,
found which will provide long-term solutions and which will pequeath yet another initiative and yet another first to this
act to the benefit of the many and not just the privileged fewearth and our descendants, that is, the right to survive as a
To that end, | will now make a few points in conclusion. te(restrial race on this earth. | say to all members, ‘Let us be

| believe that the break-up of nations which we are now,g gne on these issues.’ | conclude by commending the
witnessing is, with other things | have previously mentionedaqdress in Reply to this Chamber.

most certainly not in the best interests of our global

community. | watch with ever more increasing despair as

people the world over revert to ethnic groupings, and areas The Hon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER secured the
which spring to my mind are the Soviet Union, Yugoslavia,adjournment of the debate.

But you see, Mr President, that is the frightening thing:
vernments everywhere, with few exceptions, are saying
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ADJOURNMENT

At 6.25 p.m. the Council adjourned until Wednesday 23
February at 2.15 p.m.



