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professional lawyers as prosecutors throughout the State
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL Government system. The suggestion was that 150 police

prosecutors would be replaced by eight professional DPP

Tuesday 9 August 1994 prosecutors, and it was further suggested that savings to

. Government could be made by this move. That is clearly

> l-ghpegR;%I?ei':LES;;répeter Dunn)took the Chair at incorrect: any such proposal would involve considerable extra
) e ) cost to Government running into several million dollars. After
a bit of to-ing and fro-ing it appears that the proposal is for
a committal unit to be established within the office of the

The following papers were laid on the table: DPP and for its numbers to be increased from the current two

By the Minister for Education and Children’s Services 0 eight.

PAPERS TABLED

(Hon. R. I. Lucas)— [ m?ke pleaT that in principle I support the proposi:jion o;‘]
. . - a professional prosecution service operating under the
D'Sgﬁ!?jr“’lég’g%i{ Tribunal—Report of the Presiding direction of the DPP. However, the important point relating
University’of South Australia— to my question is that it is clear that dispute has arisen
Financial Statements, 1993 between the Government and the Director of Public Prosecu-
‘New Outlook’, June 1994. tions on this issue. In particular, the Minister for Emergency
By the Attorney-General (Hon. K. T. Griffin)— Services, Mr Matthew, is reported in tBeinday Maibf 19
A Review of the Gulf St. Vincent Prawn Fishery— June as having said that he ‘was both surprised and annoyed
Consultants Report, 1 July 1994 by [the Director of Public Prosecution’s], Mr Rofe’s,
Regulations under the following Acts— comments’ about replacing police prosecutors with DPP
Industrial and Employee Relations Act 1994— professional officers. He stated:
Enterprise Agreements . . . . o
Registered Agents There has been no consultation or discussion with me as Minister
Industrial Conciliation and Arbitration (Common- or officers from my department.
wealth Provisions) Amendment Act 1991— He also indicated that he had assured the Police Association

Affiliated Associations. that the Government had no intention of replacing police

By the Minister for Consumer Affairs (Hon. K.T. prosecutors in the foreseeable future. This was again taken

Griffin— up on Wednesday 29 June by the same Minister on behalf of
Regulations under the following Act— the Government when he said that he was disappointed at Mr
Liquor Licensing Act 1985—Dry Areas— Rofe’s public comments and that he supports police officers
gg%\;‘;?n handling the cases. The report states:
Port Lincoln/Moana. By making his comments—
By the Minister for Transport (Hon. Diana Laidlaw)— that is, the comments of the DPP—
District Council By-law—East Torrens—No. 17— he has had a total disregard for the difficulties that have been faced
Keeping of Dogs by police officers working as police prosecutors.
Regulation under the following Act— A number of questions arise from that dispute between the

Beverage Container Act 1975—Exempt Containers—

Two Dog Alcoholic Lemonade. Government, in particular Minister Matthew, and the DPP.

My questions to the Attorney are as follows:
TRADING HOURS 1. Does the Attorney-General agree with the remarks
made by the Minister for Emergency Services, Mr Matthew,
The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN (Attorney-General): | seek and, in particular, is the Attorney annoyed and disappointed
leave to table a statement by the Minister for Industrialwith the actions of Mr Rofe in making the statements that he

Affairs on the issue of shop trading hours. did relating to this matter?
Leave granted. 2. What is the Government’s position on this dispute?
The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: It was in January this year that
PRAWN FISHERY a pilot project was established by the DPP, whereby two

officers from the DPP were outplaced with the police

The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN (Attorney-General): | seek  nrosecutors, supported by one clerical officer. That pilot
leave to table a copy of the ministerial statement made by thgroject was to develop a proposal that the DPP had discussed

Minister for Primary Industries in relation to the Morgan yijth police, that there should be an earlier point at which the

report on the Gulf St Vincent prawn fishery. DPP became involved in determining what prosecutions
Leave granted. should be laid and on what charges. There is no doubt that in
the whole of the police prosecution area there is a need for
QUESTION TIME close coordination with the DPP. That happened, even before

the DPP was established, with the Crown Prosecutor. The

POLICE PROSECUTORS DPP had been called in on occasion by police for advice on

serious criminal matters before charges were actually laid.

The Hon. C.J. SUMNER: | seek leave to make a brief The pilot project took that a step further and had the DPP
explanation before asking the Attorney-General a questioimvolved at a much earlier stage in determining what charges
about police prosecutors. should be laid. The object was to achieve savings in the

Leave granted. criminal justice system in a number of respects: for example,

The Hon. C.J. SUMNER: In June this year the where previously charges had been laid by police but
Advertiser reported on the front page that there was ancorrect charges had been laid; where charges had been laid
proposal to phase out police prosecutors and introducand subsequently had to be withdrawn because there was
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insufficient evidence upon which to proceed; or where therg¢ors and with which, as | understand it, police prosecutors
was further information required in terms of statements fronwere comfortable because they could see that there was an
witnesses. If this need had been identified at an earlier stagagvantage for them, an advantage for the courts and an
it would have been easier to get an upgraded statemeativantage for the system to have the DPP involved at a much
because the recollection of the witnesses would have beeaarlier stage. That is where it really rests. The Minister for
clearer, and in some instances the witness would have be&mergency Services made some statements based upon
more easily accessible. inaccurate representations of what the DPP was claimed to
The object was to give to the DPP and to police a muchhave been aiming for.
closer working relationship in the criminal justice process. As  The Hon. C.J. Sumner:Why didn’t he check with you
a result of the pilot period a number of areas were identifiedr the DPP?
where the DPP had been able to save court time, police time The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: | happened to be out of the
and police prosecutors’ time in the way in which some 10GBtate at the time. | was satisfied that it was all a significant
particular criminal matters had been the subject of consultamisunderstanding about what the DPP was on about. As far
tion. The next step is to move towards a larger committal unias | am aware, it is acknowledged by the police and police

because the pilot project dealt with only the Adelaide—  prosecutors that there are advantages in the system, and at the
The Hon. C.J. Sumner:l know all that stuff; | am asking moment the Government is giving consideration to how that
about Matthew. will be putin place.
The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: —Magistrates Court.
The Hon. C.J. Sumner interjecting: TOW TRUCKS

The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: You asked the question; you
get the background. The Leader of the Opposition did not The Hon. BARBARA WIESE: | seek leave to make a
seem to appreciate what had actually been going on ihrief explanation before asking the Minister for Transport a
relation to the DPP and the police prosecutors. | wanted tguestion about the tow truck regulations.
make sure that the questions he was asking were put into a Leave granted.
framework of information which identified where the DPP ~ The Hon. BARBARA WIESE: Recently | have received
was coming from. We have got to the point of the pilotrepresentations from a metropolitan crash repair company
project. The next step is to broaden it beyond the Adelaidébout perceived inadequacies in the system, which has now
Magistrates Court to the suburban courts, such as Christié&en in operation for some years, under the accident towing
Beach, Para Districts, Holden Hill and Port Adelaide. Thatoster scheme regulations. The company cites examples
is something which the Government is considering at thavhere people involved in accidents have been coerced into
present time. having their vehicles towed to the workshop of the tow truck
The DPP has suggested that the New South Wales arfperator, even though they have nominated some other crash
Victorian experience, with a much closer and earlier involvesepairer as their first choice. He also cites instances where,
ment by the DPP with police, may well mean a 20 per cenguite properly, he has advised people involved in accidents
saving in courts and in police dealing with these criminalwho wanted him to collect their vehicles that they must
matters. instead arrange for a rostered tow truck to collect their
The Hon. C.J. Sumner:Only the committals. vehicles for delivery to his premises. He says that in most
The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: Yes, in terms of committals. cases those vehicles have ended up in the workshop of the
| said ‘in respect of these matters’: not across the wholéow truck operator.
system. Certainly the experience in New South Wales and As a member of the old Subordinate Legislation Commit-
Victoria indicates that there would be savings. tee in the mid-1980s | well remember the horror stories that
The Hon. C.J. Sumner:What about Matthew? were told by various people at the time about acts of coercion,
The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: The report which appeared in intimidation and even violence against accident victims prior
the newspaper and which purported to come from the DP#p the introduction of the roster system. At that time we alll
on my discussions with the DPP, was a misrepresentation @igreed that such behaviour should be stamped out. Indeed,

his position. such provisions were provided by way of disciplinary powers,
The Hon. C.J. Sumner: That is what theAdvertiser and in particular clause 51(h) of the regulations, which
says—I checked. Don’t you worry about that. empowers the Registrar to take action against a tow truck

The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: You wanted an answer. The operator if he or she has acted in an intimidatory, threatening,
DPP indicates that his statement in relation to this was— Vviolent or otherwise unethical way with respect to towing,

The Hon. Carolyn Pickles interjecting: storage or repair of any vehicle. However, it would appear

The PRESIDENT: Order! from what this crash repairer is saying that some of the old

The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: The more you interject on me, practices remain or are re-emerging. My questions to the
the more | will keep going. Minister are:

The PRESIDENT: Order! The Minister will answer the 1. Is she satisfied that the accident towing roster scheme
question. regulations are being adequately policed?

An honourable member interjecting: 2. Ifthere is evidence of other complaints similar to those

The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: The honourable member that | have received, does she agree that greater effort is
cannot keep quiet. required to enforce the regulations?

An honourable member: Exactly, throw her out! 3. As some years have passed since the regulations were

The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: The DPP wanted a small unit. introduced, will she consider approaching the RAA with a
There was never, at any stage, any suggestion by the DPP thétw to conducting a publicity campaign (a) to remind people
he was working towards the replacement of all the policef their right to have vehicles towed from the scene of an
prosecutors. It was a distortion of the facts. The concept is accident to a repairer of their choice and (b) to encourage
small unit which he has worked through with police prosecumembers of the public to report any cases of threatening or
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intimidating behaviour by tow truck operators so thatAction Group is particularly concerned about the administra-
disciplinary action may be taken against them? tion of applications for re-establishment grants. According to
The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: | thank the honourable Mr Roberts, his group knows of 30 applicants for re-
member for her question. In the past few months | havestablishment grants but only six have received the $45 000
received a number of letters about the tow truck roster. Somgrant and the rest have received nothing. Mr Roberts says in
have sought to change the arrangements which limit thbis letter:
number of companies that can participate in the roster system. The administration of the scheme is left to the States and this
It is seen by a number of crash repair operators as a closetkarly is where the fault lies. The State’s officers appear to be
shop at present and they want to open it up further. | havworking against the spirit of the Act. One wonders whether this is
been advised by the Accident Towing Roster Schemgue to the severe financial cut-backs or by political design.
Committee that a designated number of tow truck calls shoullt appears that, of six successful applicants from the
be the minimum for any company in any one month. At theKangaroo Island Rural Action Group, three were only
moment all tow truck operators are well under what is seesuccessful after appealing against earlier decisions made by
to be the minimum number of tow truck call-outs in thatthe departmental officers. Some key wording of the
period. Therefore, the committee that is responsible fo€ommonwealth Act provides:

preparing the roster does not wish to see changes to that assistance will be granted at the discretion of the departmental
roster with the addition of more companies participating officers.

However, | have asked for a review of that arrangementy| the above mentioned applicants have met the quantitative

including a number of the regulations. criteria yet still are rejected by the departmental officers.
I'have passed on to this review committee the concemgyen the concerns raised by the action group, my questions

that the honourable member expressed in this place today ihe Minister are:

because they have been raised with me, too. Arising frommy ;0\ many applications for assistance under the Rural

‘“0!“‘”?51 | understand that the RAA Is very interested inAdjustment Scheme have been received since he became
being in charge of the roster in the future. However, th inister in December last year?

police are against such a move. They believe that it gives > What percentage of these applications have received
them an early warning of where an accident is and they can, = bli hp 9 dlori PP bsidies?
thus control the situation and get people out to do thée-esta 'S mentgrants and’or |ntere§t rate subsidies:
investigation. They believe that they should be in charge of 3 What is the criteria under which applications are
the roster and the policing of the system. That is where th8ccepPted or rejected? _ _
responsibility lies at present. | am trying to sort out the 1he Hon. K.T.GRIFFIN: I will refer those questions to
arguments between the police and others. | propose to spedR colleague in another place and bring back a reply.

to the Minister for Emergency Services because the argu-

ments must be explored and resolved. NATIONAL PARKS

We certainly have to address the concerns expressed by .
the honourable member on behalf of her constituent, becausebT.he Hon, CAROLYN PICKLES: | segk_ leave to makg
no-one involved in a car accident, whether they are at fauﬁ1 rlef e_rxplananon befo_re asking the Minister representing
or a victim, wishes to be harassed in the way that cras e Minister for the Environment and _Natural Resources a
victims were harassed before this roster system was intréluestion about the national parks audit
duced. | am aware that the honourable member was involved L&ave granted. _
in a rather agonising and traumatic select committee, because The Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES: On 12 April 1994 the
that was also the response of members of my Party to thMlmste_rfor_the Environment and Natural Resources released
select committee’s inquiries. | want to avoid a repeat of thath€ review into the management of the National Parks and
situation at any cost. | am working through the issues with/Vildlife Act and announced that he had called for an
representatives of the Department of Road Transport, tHéymediate park audit to give him a snapshot of the condition
Towtruck Owners and Operators Association and the p0|icé?f naturz_al and built assets in {ill_ reserves in South Austra_lla.
and we are also discussing various matters with a Goverd&m curious about why the Minister would need to commis-
ment adviser on deregulation. | shall be able to provide vergion yet another report, given his strident criticism of the
shortly a more detailed response to the honourable membgtanagement of parks last year and the Liberal policy
about progress of the discussions that | am presently havin%d'cat"_‘g that this work would be undertaken by a new South
ustralian Parks and Wildlife Commission.
RURAL ADJUSTMENT SCHEME The Liberal Party policy on national parks promised
legislation to establish the South Australian National Parks
The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS:| seek leave to make a brief and Wildlife Commission, with responsibility for the
explanation before asking the Attorney-General, representingrotection of the State’s flora and fauna. | remind members
the Minister of Primary Industries, a question about the Rurabf some of the Minister’'s statements during last year’s
Adjustment Scheme. Estimates Committee when he claimed:
Leave granted. The management of our parks and reserves under the National
The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS: | am in receipt of corres- Parks and Wildlife Act is a disaster.
pondence from the Chairman of the Kangaroo Island Rurglys 4150 said:
Action Group, Mr Gregory Roberts, expressing concern about
the administration of the Rural Adjustment Scheme by the
Liberal Government. In their correspondence my constituenti¥ly questions are:
have raised concerns about, first, the relocations and, 1. What process has the Minister put in place to assess
secondly, the credentials of consultants being contracted and implement the recommendations of the review into the
the Rural Finance Department. The Kangaroo Island Rurahanagement of the National Parks and Wildlife Act?

... staffing levels are an absolute disgrace.
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2. When will the Minister introduce legislation to | regret to advise that the article to which the honourable
establish the proposed South Australian Parks and Wildlifenember refers and the experiences that have been related to
Commission? me prove that their level of frustration has got to the point

3. In view of the Minister's past criticisms of the where they are resorting to the use of more B-doubles. That
management of the State’s parks and reserves, can fgenot because they wish to clog up the roads. There is no
describe new programs to be introduced during 1994-95, amgliestion that B-doubles provide a very efficient and cost
how many additional staff will be employed to address whatffective means of moving goods between Adelaide and
the Minister described as a disgrace? Melbourne in this instance and also around Australia in

The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: | will refer the honour- general. Trains offer even more attractive benefits to many
able member’s guestion to the Minister and bring back #rimary and secondary producers and freight forwarders.

reply. It is because of those efficiencies in road transport that rail
has to perform better than it has been performing, and it has
B-DOUBLE SEMITRAILERS to perform better particularly in terms of time-sensitive goods

The Hon. SANDRA KANCK: | seek leave to make a and practices. Itis a fact that in the commercial world today

. - ] i eople are not storing goods in warehouses and the like for
brief gxplananon before askln_g the Minister for Transport ong periods of time, because of costs of overheads and so on.
question about B-double semitrailers. '

Therefore, they want time-sensitive deliveries. Rail is not

Leave granted. _ . providing that at the present time and has not provided it for
The Hon. SANDRA KANCK: | refer the Ministertoan  gome time. Therefore, in the cut-throat business of manufac-
article in the Daily Commercial Newsof 12 July 1994  ,ing for the reasons | have indicated of sheer survival in
detailing plans by freight companies, Linertrains and TNTihese economic times, more and more manufacturing

Contrans, to operate an international and domestic containg{ystries. more primary producers and more freight forward-
road transport service on the Melbourne to Adelaide roag,g are re,sorting to the use of road transport.

corridor in direct competition with the National Rail Corpora- This h lot of implicati for th dtoll. | "
tion. This represents about 80 extra movements of fully laden IS has a lot of implications for the road tofl, 1 Suspect,
It certainly has implications for road wear and congestion. It

semitrailers with additional trailers, known as B-doubles, e TR .
each day, six days a week between Adelaide and MelbournBas major |mpllcat|_on§ for the Mount Barker road at a time
X when we have no indication from the Federal Government

That traffic will almost certainly travel along Portrush, Mt . . )
Barker and other suburban roads. A few weeks ago, while #°0ut when we may receive funding for upgrading that road
! r for any tunnel from Devil's Elbow through to Eagle on the

W riving thr h Port A t B- | mitrailer®" ; ; o
as d g hrough ~0 ugusta a B-double se are il—matters that | discussed with the Federal Minister

turned across the road in front of me. | was forced to breal
esterday. Those are our problems, for us to address. In good

hard to a stop to avoid a collision, not anticipating the vehicl h G tand Lab hen it NG
to be longer than a standard semitrailer. As well as concerrl@'\! W€ as a sovernmentand Labor when 1twas in Sovern-
ent put a lot of energy, commitment and vision into the

ﬁ\/lbout roqd safety.we also have concerns aboutroad dama stablishment of National Rail. To date it has not lived up to
y questions are: .
1. What are the implications of this extra traffic on Souththose expectations.
Australian roads in terms of the road toll and the resultant The Hon. SANDRA KANCK: As a supplementary
burden on South Australian hospitals and motor insuranc@uestion: if the Minister does regard the use of B-doubles as
premiums? Does the Minister believe that having mordnevitable, who will be bearing the cost of road damage
B-double semitrailers on the road is a greater hazard to rod@pair; will it be local, State or Federal Government?
safety than the standard semitrailers? The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: | do not wish to regard

2. What is the marginal cost difference betweenit as inevitable. | am still having discussions with National
B-doubles and railcars in terms of road or track damage? Rail to see whether it can improve its performance in this
freight can be moved with less net damage to infrastructurarea. As part of my learning experience | travelled with
with rail transport rather than with road transport, will the railcar drivers from Adelaide to Tailem Bend a few months
Government move to prevent more B-double semitrailerago, to learn more about practices in rail and some of the
from travelling on South Australian roads? If not, why not?challenges that National Rail is facing. | do not see it as

3. Can the Minister inform the Council what steps, if any,inevitable, nor do | wish to see National Rail fail in our
the Government is taking to reverse the deteriorating situatioabjectives for the swift, efficient movement of goods between
with regard to the operations of the National Rail CorporatiomrAdelaide, Melbourne and Sydney. | do know that the
in South Australia? projections for increase in manufacturing industry, primary

The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: In part the honourable production and the export of goods generally will see a
member has answered her own question. In her third questigmogressive demand for more freight movement and there will
she asked me what steps | was taking to address the deterlse more movement on roads as a consequence. Last year or
rating situation for National Rail. One of the reasons that Ithe year before, the Bureau of Transport Economics suggest-
have been provided with from the road transport industry andd that, even if National Rail does perform at peak efficiency,
from freight forwarders, in particular, for moving towards there are projections of a 30 per cent increase in heavy
road transport is the frustration with progress with Nationalehicle transport. All those matters must be addressed in
Rail, particularly the frustration that they are experiencing aterms of road funding and wear and tear. If the vehicles are
the Islington freight depot, in the Adelaide area and, mordravelling direct from Melbourne to Adelaide they are
particularly, in Melbourne. They have been warning Nationakravelling on a national highway system, which is the
Rail for the past six to nine months that, unless it got its actesponsibility of the Federal Government. If they are coming
together in terms of work practices, efficiency, blockages androm the Mount Gambier or Hamilton farming communities,
delays, for their own survival they would be resorting tomany of them will be travelling on State arterial and local
increased use of road transport. roads. That is of concern to the Government.
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WOMEN'S SUFFRAGE An honourable member: It's bipartisan.
The Hon. R.l. LUCAS: Exactly—will get the same

The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: | seek leave to make a brief footage as ‘her side’, which | presume means the Labor Party.
explanation before asking the Minister for Education andt was not a concern of the Hon. Ms Pickles when the video
Children’s Services a question about a video and resourgeackage involving $80 000 of taxpayers’ money was, in
package. effect, a promo for super Susan, the former Minister of

Leave granted. Education, Employment and Training.

The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: Last week a question was The Hon. Carolyn Pickles: | never saw it.
asked in this Chamber on the issue of a video and resource The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: You were part of the committee.
package being produced by the Women'’s Studies Resourt®u said—
Centre for the women'’s suffrage centenary. Is the Minister The Hon. Carolyn Pickles: | never saw it.
in a position to report on any progress in ensuring that the The Hon. R.l. LUCAS: You should have looked at it.
video and resource package can soon be made availableYgu were the one authorising this package. It is fine for the
schools? honourable member to stand in this Chamber now and say,

The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: | am pleased to be able to report ‘We want to compare the seconds between the Government’s
that on 5 August—Ilast Friday—I received a letter from Liz side and the Opposition’s side in regard to the video. When
Ahern on behalf of the Women’s Studies Resource Centreghe honourable member was on the committee originally
collective which states in part: overseeing the video, there was no thought to the notion that

We are pleased with the response and suggestions as to how tHe video ought to be bipartisan. In effect, it was a promotion-
video could be amended and will continue our discussions wittal vehicle for super Susan from the south saving the issue that
officers in the Office of the Minister for the Status of Women about,y55 being canvassed by the students as part of a video and

existing footage or new film for inclusion in the video. We under- gsource package. As | indicated in a very moderate fashion

stand that a question was raised in Parliament about the video. VY@ S
wish to assure you that we did not initiate this action and are satisfie@St week, | thought, the goals for this video and resource

with the recent discussions we have had with your office and witpackage, which | am sure are shared by all members, will be
the Education Department. We look forward to continuing andye|l served by the process that | have outlined to the
finalising the production of the package and thank you for Your. lective

support. As | have just indicated, the collective has now indicated
Th? Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES: Asa s_upplemt_antary that it is happy with the process in relation to some amend-
question: will the Minister make the new video available t0nents 16 the video and resource package and, therefore, |
members of Parliament who wish to view it before it goesygjieye that the honourable member and all members will be
into production? L pleased when they see the final version of the video, that it
The Hon. R.I. Lucas interjecting: will at least achieve some measure of bipartisanship by
The Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES: Yes, well you are  gngyring that it is not just one member or former member of

going to tamper with the old one. Parliament who features in the video.
The Hon. R.l. LUCAS: | find it difficult to understand
the question as to how | can show the Hon. Ms Pickles a copy PUBLIC SECTOR SAVINGS

of the video before it goes into production. If she thinks about
the logic of that question she might like to ask another The Hon. T. CROTHERS: | seek leave to make an

supplementary or ask another question. explanation before asking the Minister for Education and
The Hon. Carolyn Pickles:Which bits are you taking out Children’s Services, as the Leader of the Government in this
and which bits are you putting in? Council, a question about cost savings, if any, to South
Members interjecting: Australian taxpayers as a consequence of the present
The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: Not at all sensitive. Government’s plan to restructure South Australia’s Public
Members interjecting: Service.
The PRESIDENT: Order! The Minister. Leave granted.

The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: | am not sure what the honour- The Hon. T. CROTHERS: Much has been said recently
able member is interjecting now, and | do not think | shouldabout the necessity to trim this State’s Public Service, and the
choose to respond to those interjections. | am not in a positiofigure bandied around is 10 000 public servants. Many
to let the honourable member look at a copy of the videaeasons are advanced to put some public gloss on these
before it goes into production. | have outlined to the honoureccurrences. One is to pay off the public debt incurred as a
able member and all members my concerns with one elemenbnsequence of the activities of the old State Bank. Another
of the video; | outlined that concern fully and explicitly last is to try to keep State taxes and charges from increasing, etc.
week. | have written to the Women'’s Studies Resource Centri¢ is with the second observation that | wish to base my
collective, it has responded that it is very happy with thequestion concerning recent events. We have seen throughout
process that is being adopted, and we are looking forward tAustralia much duckshoving by all State and Federal
ensuring that we can have the video and resource package@overnments over public charges by the major Parties of both
schools as soon as possible, so we would not want to put jpolitical persuasions.
train any further delay mechanisms by having the Hon. Ms For instance, the Bannon Government, after having
Pickles or anybody else at this stage casting their collectiventroduced our WorkCover scheme, realised that in so doing
eyes across the video. | can assure you that | am pretthere would be a significant decrease in Federal Government
confident— moneys paid out in sickness benefits, health costs and

The Hon. Carolyn Pickles interjecting: unemployment benefits that would be greatly reduced in

The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: ltis interesting that the Hon. Ms respect of the Federal Government’s cash outflows. Yet, at
Pickles says that she is keen to see that ‘our side’—anddubsequent Premiers’ Conferences John Bannon and subse-
presume by that she means the Government— quently Lynn Arnold were not able to convince either Hawke
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or Keating of the right of South Australia to be compensatecbout 10 000 public servants, the honourable member will not
for picking up what were in other States charges on thée at all surprised to know that because of the mess that he
Federal Government. and his Government created over the last 10 years or so this
| suppose that the Federal people chortled in glee at th@overnment has had to look at that mess and seek to do
thought of the cost transfer from Canberra to Adelaide. Irsomething about it.
light of the fact that irrespective of whose ledger, whether it  The issue of cutbacks in the public sector is not principally
be Federal or State Government, the costs come from, it muassociated with the State mortgage or State debt—although
be said that it is the South Australian taxpayer who ultimatelfthere is some relationship—but it is in essence related to the
shoulders the burden as they are taxed by both State akdy findings of the Audit Commission, which found that
Federal Governments. In light of the foregoing, has the StatSouth Australia, with its State budget, is annually spending
Government done a cost benefit analysis as to the followingbout $350 million each and every year more than we are
aspects: earning. As | have indicated before, it does not matter
1. How many of the about to be made redundant malevhether you are running our own family budget, a business
State public servants (that is, all people whose wages diudget or a State’s budget, you cannot keep on going on each
salaries are currently paid by the State Government or one ahd every year spending more than you are earning. You
its instrumentalities) are returned servicemen who willmight be able to do it for a year or so, but in the end it catches
qualify for old age pensions and other pensioner benefitap with you. This Government has accepted that essential
before they turn 65? finding of the Audit Commission and there are two or three
2. How many of the about to be made redundant femaleesponses to that. One could be that we raise an extra
public servants (that is, all people whose wages or salaries a#350 million in taxes and charges and balance our annual
currently paid by the State Government or one of its instrubudget that way. That is one option.
mentalities) are entitled to apply for and receive old age A second option is that we reduce our public expenditure
pensions and all other pensioner benefits, both State arahd, therefore, the number of public servants by $350 million.

Federal, because they have not as yet turned 65? The Government has chosen a figure of $300 million, because
3. How much will the present proposed redundancies coste believe that is closer to the mark than the $350 million
the State taxpayer in redundancy payments? posited initially by the Audit Commission.

4. How much will State services currently availabletoall The Hon. C.J. Sumner: The Audit Commission was
pensioners cost State taxpayers in respect of the flow-omrong, was it?
effect of those employees rendered redundant by the present The Hon. R.l. LUCAS: Well, we didn't believe the $350
State Government's policies before their time? million was right. That is the second response to the honour-
5. What will be the position if those employees who areable member. The third response is a mixture of both: that is,
entitled to do so apply for and receive the old age pension angbu cut expenditure by a couple of hundred million dollars
all of the ancillary State benefits which flow to retired Southand you raise extra taxes and charges by $100 million or $150
Australians, a retirement which | remind the Council is beingmillion. As explained in the June financial statement by the
forced upon many South Australians by the Minister'sPremier and Treasurer in another place, the Government
Government’s policy? chose the second option: to cut annual expenditure by about
6. Has any forward exercise been done by this Governg300 million a year over a four year period.
ment about how it will further erode the consumer purchasing  The Audit Commission talked about a fast-track response:
power of South Australians by these redundancies? bringing everything into balance by the first 12 months. We
7. In light of the recent bleatings of the Leader inrejected that. We are phasing in that balancing task over four
response to some of my other questions—that he does ngéars so that by the 1997-98 financial year we would have
mind doing my research for me—does he recognise thBrought the State books into balance. That is the simple
seriousness of my questions and will he endeavour to ensuggplanation as to why we are having to go through the
that as promptly as he can and in the interests of googrocess of a reduction in Public Service numbers. | am not
Government he will bring back an answer to them? In thesure what the exact percentage is, but | am prepared to obtain
absence of any movement by him in that direction, | am surenhe information for the honourable member. Probably 70 or
that some of my Federal colleagues who follow blansard 80 per cent of that total expenditure is tied up with salaries
would be delighted to ask similar questions to which | assumand wages for public servants.
answers would be forthcoming in another place. It is a very high percentage, and therefore in some
The PRESIDENT: Order! | remind all honourable departments like my own you cannot make expenditure cut-
members asking questions that our Standing Orders do nghcks without reducing the number of persons within the
allow opinion. That question contained a considerable amougfepartment. It is a simple fact of life. That is the essential
of opinion. | have allowed a certain amount of opinion, reason why the Government is heading down the path it is
because it adds a little flavour to the question, but thaheading. The honourable member may well disagree with
question did get a little over the fence. | remind honourablghat, and that is his right but, in relation to specific questions,

members to keep comment within bounds. | will refer those to the responsible Ministers and bring back
The Hon. T. CROTHERS: Mr President, | did not hear 3 reply as soon as possible.

quite what you said to me. Would you care to repeat it for my
education and edification? RADIOACTIVE MATERIAL

The PRESIDENT: After Question Time, Mr Crothers.

The Hon. R.l. LUCAS: As always, | am here to servethe ~ The Hon. M.S. FELEPPA: | seek leave to make a brief
honourable member. | will refer his detailed questions to thexplanation before asking the Leader of the Government in
appropriate Minister or Ministers and bring back a reply. Asthe Council, representing the Premier, a question about
to the general premise upon which he bases his questions agclear waste disposal.
to why the Government is cutting back in the public sector by Leave granted.
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The Hon. M.S. FELEPPA: The Advertiserof 19 July was made by South Australian Brewing’s Public Affairs
1994 and theMeekend Australianf 23 and 24 July 1994 Manager, Mr Kevin Taylor, who refused to elaborate on the
reported that the sites for the disposal of radioactive wastdiscussions.
has been short-listed to eight sites, three of which are wholly  An honourable member interjecting:
in our State and two of which are partly therein. One site is The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: No, it is not the same
the Maralinga atomic test site, which is already uninhabitablgjuestion. She left the seminar before Mr Taylor spoke this
and heavily contaminated with nuclear fallout. time. Mr Taylor said that he did not support any expansion

In commenting on the dump site the Premier is reporte@f the scheme. He also indicated that the reuse of South
as saying that he is distancing his Government from anyustralian Brewing bottles was a year by year proposition.
moves to store radioactive waste in South Australia. What hperhaps this brings into question the company’s commitment
means by ‘distancing his Government’ is not clear, at leasfo the deposit scheme. When asked if members of the public
to me, because he is reported by fuvertiserof 27 Julyas  could become involved in these discussions, Mr Taylor

saying: suggested that representatives of the public were already
We won't be giving any commitments until we are absolutelyinvolved. This raised many concerns, as the Government has
assured that there is a net benefit. given no support to the possible expansion of the container

It seems that the Premier is not prepared to rule out absolutetieposit legislation, even though non-deposit containers are
the storage of Australian nuclear waste in our State if it i9oecoming a major problem within the litter stream.

solely a State decision. He should reject outright, in my view, The Conservation Council of South Australia (the peak
the storage of Australia’s nuclear waste even if there is somieody of conversation groups in this State) had no idea that
‘net benefit’, as he calls it. Perhaps there is an alternativesuch discussions were taking place. One is left asking: who
Australia has a sovereignty of three islands sufficientlyhas taken it upon themselves to represent the public interest
remote from our shores: Macquarie Island, south/south-eash this conservation matter? KESAB would probably be my
of Australia; Heard Island; and the McDonald Islands in theguess. My questions to the Minister are:

southern Indian Ocean. A meteorological and geological 1. Isthe Minister aware of the industry discussions which
station has been maintained on Macquarie Island since 194&e are told are taking place?

This island would be the least suitable. 2. Is he or are his departmental representatives involved

Heard Island, which has been uninhabited since thg the discussions and, if so, will he release details of the
research station closed in 1954, is visited occasionally byliscussions?

expeditions travelling further south. The island has been used 3. |f people are involved in the discussions who are

by US scientists concerned with the space program, and #,pposed to be representing the public, who are they?
may be used again. This island may be suitable for the 4 \yhat justification does the Minister give about the

disposal of radioactive waste. . . discussions not being in the public arena, particularly as the
The McDonald Islands would be the most suitable site fot, ,rent scheme has strong public support?

such a dump, with no threat to human beings as it is uninhab- 5. Will the public be given 4ait accompliand be offered

ited af‘d not likely to b‘? inhabited, excepting by seals,m ck public consultation—something like the shop trading
penguins a.“d other sea b|rd§. Thegreemes, I amsure, WO% urs—or will the Minister ensure that there is a proper
be screaming, but the choice of a suitable island and ﬁublic consultation on the issue?
suitable location thereon _vvould minimise risk to anime_ll life. The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW' | will refer those
It would not nged guardmg, as nho-one would want it andquestions to my colleague in another place and bring back a
anyone who might like to steal it would be very welcome tore |
it, provided that they were prepared to accept any risk that Ply-
goes with taking and using nuclear material. My questions SELLICKS HILL CAVES
are:

1. Rather than distancing the Government from moves to In reply toHon. CAROLYN PICKLES (22 March) and an-
store Australia’s radioactive waste in South Australia, will theswered by letter dated 30 June.

Premier and the Government indeed resist all attempts to e Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW:  The Minister for the Environ-
ment and Natural Resources has provided the following information.

make our State the dump for radioactive waste, particularly The Minister for the Environment and Natural Resources has not

at Maralinga? ignored advice given to him on the Sellicks Hill Caves by any
2. Has the State or Federal Government given consideruthority, committee, department or interested individual or group.

ation to having a remote island under the sovereignty of he Minister was grateful to receive advice from many different

; ; ; » sources and took all such advice into account in relation to this whole
Australia used as a radioactive and nuclear waste dump* issue. The Minister will not be reversing any decision that he has

The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: | will be pleased to refer those made. The Minister is not in a position to comment further as the
questions to the Premier and bring back a reply. matter is currently before the Supreme Court on judicial review
proceedings.

CONTAINER DEPOSITS
SEWERAGE

The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: | seek leave to make a brief
explanation before asking the Minister for Transport, yllent{gflc}';toe'goz% (J:I'JAI‘EOLYN PICKLES (18 May) and answered
representing the Minister for the Environment and Natural The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW:  The Minister for Infrastructure
Resources, a question about container deposit legislation.has provided the following information.

Leave granted. The Government is considering carefully all of the recom-
The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: At a seminar | attended the mendations made by the Audit Commission. The recommendation

weekend before last on container deposit legislation it Wa%:oposing an extension of the environmental levy on sewerage rates

. . . - .15 being reviewed in the context of the need for further environmental
revealed that industry discussions were taking place to finghprovement projects by the Engineering and Water Supply

an alternative to container deposit legislation. The revelatiobepartment and that agency’s ability to finance its programs.
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A decision by the Government on this matter will be made inEnvironmental Protection Authority reported that only five vehicles
conjunction with the consideration of other recommendations by thevere located as being abandoned in national parks in South Australia
Audit Commission for the establishment of an independent pricingluring 1993, suggests that the issue of abandoned vehicles may not
review mechanism and the introduction of a new pricing structuréoe a great problem in South Australia. The Local Government Act

for Engineering and Water Supply Department services. provides councils with the authority to impound and sell abandoned
vehicles. The Local Government Association does not consider
AUDIT COMMISSION abandoned vehicles to be a problem.

The introduction of a deposit system would likely be perceived

In reply toHon. T. CROTHERS (13 May) and answered by by many as a new form of tax. As the average age of vehicles in this
letter dated 21 June. State is 11.5 years, a considerable amount of money would be

The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: The Minister for Housing, collected and held in trust pending a claim at a later date. Given the
Urban Development and Local Government Relations has provideddvice of the Environmental Protection Authority and the Local
the following information. Government Association, the set up and administration costs of a

Itis not expected that there will be any reduction in the numbeideposit scheme on new cars in this State does not seem justified.
of outlets for delivering Housing Trust services, if the Government
accepts the recommendation of the Audit Commission to rationalise WILPENA POUND
the Housing Trust’s regional network. Any rationalisation would be
in the area of management and planning, budgeting and reporting Inreply toHon. CAROLYN PICKLES (5 May) and answered
processes aimed at savings in administrative overheads. by letter dated 21 June.

If some regions are consolidated, any freed up managerial The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: The Minister for the Environ-
positions would be converted to service delivery positions to enablenent and Natural Resources has provided the following information.
demand for housing assistance to be met. A further Audit Commis- The honourable member has raised certain questions in relation
sion recommendation on the trust suggests collaboration with othéo how this Government intends to handle provision of tourist
community service authorities, particularly Department for Familyfacilities at Wilpena in the Flinders Ranges National Park.
and Community Services (FACS). Effective reciprocal arrangements In reply to the honourable member’s particular questions the
have already been put in place in the area of domestic violencéinister has advised the following:
however there is very little overlap in other services provided by the 1. Refurbishment and additional development of the operation
trust and FACS. Whilst further collaboration seems unlikely, anyrun by Flinders Ranges Tourist Services under the policy of this

opportunities will be considered. Government will provide an important financial asset for this
Government and the wider community.
PORT STANVAC 2. The Attorney-General is currently seeking legal advice from

the Solicitor General as to the best way to achieve the Government’s
In reply toHon. M.J. ELLIOTT (12 May) and answered by policy commitments.
letter dated 21 June. 3. Any cost implications for the Government will be evaluated
The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: The Minister for the Environ- in the context of advice being provided by the Solicitor General to
ment and Natural Resources has provided the following informatiorthe Attorney-General.
As part of the Coast Protection Board’s sand replenishment
program for Adelaide’s beaches using dredged sand, the board CONFERENCE BROCHURE
commissioned a study of benthic marine life in the area near Port
Stanvac to ensure that the full impact of dredging was understood In reply toHon. ANNE LEVY (5 May) and answered by letter
to minimise any environmental damage. The study commenced idated 20 June.
1992 and was expected to cost $55 300. An interim report from the The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: The Minister for Tourism has
Department of Botany, University of Adelaide showed further workprovided the following information:
was necessary to positively assess the impact of dredging. To date In relation to the claim that Melbourne has recently been voted
a total of approximately $90 000 has been expended and $70 000 hie ‘world’s most livable city’ the Minister for Tourism’s advice is
been allocated in the 1994/95 budget for completing the work. Tdhis refers to a survey initiated by the Washington based Population
put this expenditure into perspective, it cost $2.1 million this year forCrisis Committee. The Minister understands that, in the course of its
the dredged sand replenishment program, and this work is requiregork, this organisation has developed a list of the best and worst
biennially. urban environments, based on such criteria as murders as a propor-
The board considered the university’s proposal for extending th&éion of population, telephones, food costs, clean air, open space and
work early this year and agreed that the prudent course of action 0 on.
maintain the integrity of the study would be to collect samples in ~ Apparently Melbourne placed first on this list, along with
1995. If analysis of the 1995 samples indicated a significant changdontreal and Seattle. Sydney was the only other Australian city
then the 1994 samples would be re-analysed. The Minister for theacluded in the survey.
Environment and Natural Resources has been assured that the studyAs far as the remaining claims in the brochure are concerned,
will be completed to provide the necessary understanding of théhey are a good demonstration of just how competitive the tourism
impact of dredging on the site. The results of the university studynarketing carried out by each of the Australian States and Territories
will be made public and the Minister understands that the Botanys and to remind us once again of the high stakes involved in the
Department also wishes to make use of the work in published papemevelopment of our tourism industry.
The dredging activity will not be taking place further south than the
current dredge site. WOLSELEY RAILWAY LINE

RECYCLING FEE In reply toHon. BARBARA WIESE (18 May) and answered
by letter dated 20 June.

Inreply toHon. BARBARA WIESE (6 May) and answered by The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW:  From the summary of the thesis,
letter dated 21 May. the conclusion states . a rgional railway based in the Mount

The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: Officers of my department have Gambier region would be a profitable venture which would be
been in contact with the Environmental Protection Authority, theattractive to private investors. In the optimal solution, the community
Local Government Association and the Clean Up Australiawould investin the operation by means of a once-only grant to stand-
organisation in researching this proposal. The figure of 300 vehicleardise the lines and the regional railway would retain trackage rights
mentioned by Mr lan Kiernan as having been retrieved from nationa¢nabling it to operate through to Adelaide and Melbourne’.
parks and reserves, during the recent ‘Clean Up Australia’ day cam- These conclusions were based on rail traffics of between 228 000
paign, related to the whole of Australia, and not to any particulaand 912 000 tonnes/annum, a standardisation cost of $10.5 million
State or Territory. Clean Up Australia has advised the majority ofand ‘short line’ operating practices.
vehicles were located in New South Wales, following the clean-up  The figures used in the summary have been compared to the
campaign, mainly in areas devastated by bushfires earlier this yedigures used in other recent evaluations of the Mount Gambier line.
These vehicles were in all probability dumped over a considerable Although the cost of standardising the track is in broad agreement
period, some perhaps resulting from the theft of the vehicle. with the other evaluations, the estimated traffic is considerably

In most cases, vehicles have some value, no matter theligher. The National Rail Corporation, AN and others have used a
condition, either as scrap metal or as spare parts. The fact that tfigure of about 150 000 tonnes/annum as the most likely level.
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Insufficient detail is given in the summary to comment on thedetermined by the contractual obligations of the Government.
figures used for operating and other expenses, other than to say thBgyond this, the question seeks an expression of a legal opinion by
are comparable to international best practice for ‘short line’the Minister in relation to a hypothetical event.
operation. 2. The Minister has had an archaeological report prepared for

While the Government'’s preferred option is for the South-Eashim on the impact of the bridge construction on Aboriginal sites. The
lines to be standardised and operated by Australian National, wh#&boriginal informants have not given their consent to the report
the summary does highlight is the need to consider options other thdseing released in full. The Minister does not intend to release the
operation by the established rail operators with their inherited costeport until such time as he can be sure that Aboriginal cultural
and management structures. information will not be revealed as a result.

Accordingly, it has been proposed that detailed examination be 3. The Minister only received the report late on Friday 29 April
made of the potential for ‘short line’ operations in South Australia.1994. He did not make his decision until after he received further
No funds are available for this purpose this financial year. It may béegal advice on Monday 2 May 1994. Given the importance of the
possible to fund the project in 1994-95 and if this is so the followingissue, the Minister considered it warranted a ministerial statement

matters would be examined.

and the first opportunity to deliver a statement was Tuesday 3 May

Operational arrangements (for example, ownership 0f1994,
infrastructure and equipment, liability and insurance, and

labour relations);
Working relationships with the existing rail systems (for

example, trackage rights, access to freight terminals, and

cross border issues);
State and community benefits and disbenefits; and
The potential for "short line" operation in South Australia (for

example, what lines or groups of lines, likely traffics and the

financial assistance needed).
| assume the report the honourable member refers to is a the

undertaken by a member (Frank Lander) of Rail 2000. | do not havséﬂ
a copy of the report. | was only given a confidential copy of the

summary document. | am therefore unable to give the honourab
member a copy. However, the honourable member may be able
obtain one by request from the author of Rail 2000.

NATIONAL PARKS

Inreply toHon. CAROLYN PICKLES (4 May) and answered
by letter dated 30 June.

The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: The Premier has provided the
following information:

The Audit Commission excluded from the State’s assets lan
which it considered could not be deemed to have a market value

it would not be sold. To have included a value for such asset

presupposes that the State would consider selling such assets.
Recommendations of the report into the Management of th

National Parks and Wildlife Act does not suggest a wholesale sal
of the reserve areas under a park audit. Indeed, it suggests str
limitations on consideration of sale of such land and recommend

surplus funds should be directed towards reserve management.

reserved under the National Parks and Wildlife Act has no value

the honourable member suggests, rather it excludes the value fro;

the State’s financial position as there is no intention to sell such lan

To include a value inflates the available assets the State h
available to realistically offset against its liabilities should the
Government choose to dispose of assets.

The Audit Commission does not suggest that the majority of Ianié

WILPENA POUND

Inreply toHon. CAROLYN PICKLES (6 May) and answered
by letter dated 30 June.

The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: The Minister for the Environ-
ment and Natural Resources has provided the following informatio

The honourable member has sought advice from the Governme|

on the role of the Reserves Advisory Committee in restructuring th

Flinders Ranges National Park Management Plan to accommoda

the new lease for Flinders Ranges Tourist Services Pty Ltd.

The Minister for the Environment and Natural Resources ha

TAXIS

In reply toHon. M.S. FELEPPA (24 March) and answered by
letter dated 21 June.

The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: The Attorney-General has
provided the following information:

1. The Commonwealth has no general powers to legislate in
respect of the taxi industry. Commonwealth legislative powers do
ect the taxi-industry, and in so far as the industry is carried on by
ading corporations, the corporation’s power (section 51(xx)) could
Re used to regulate the conduct of the industry. Another power which

ould be used by the Commonwealth is the posts and telegraphs

wer (section 51(v)) which could regulate the use of radio and
telephones in the taxi industry. The Commonwealth does not have
the legislative power to regulate the industry completely and there
ijs no suggestion that the Commonwealth will unilaterally attempt to

0 SO.

2. Mutual recognition which is adopted by this State has the
effect of overriding, to a varying extent, State laws which deal with
the sale of goods and the registration of persons to carry on

ccupations. The operation of mutual recognition will not affect the

onomic regulation of the taxi industry in this State. Under mutual
cognition, a person who is registered for an occupation in another
tate is entitled to be registered in this State. For example, a person
ho is licensed as a taxi driver in Victoria is entitled to be licensed

s a taxi driver in South Australia. The economic regulation of the

i industry is not carried out by the licensing of persons, but by the

ensing of vehicles. Mutual recognition does not require that a
erson who owns a vehicle registered as a taxi in Victoria is entitled
have a vehicle registered as a taxi in this State. Owning a taxi is
ot registration for an occupation. The legal effect of mutual
cognition comes from this and other States either referring powers,
adopting Commonwealth legislation. Accordingly, this legislation
ould not affect later valid Commonwealth legislation.

3. State legislation cannot override valid Commonwealth legisla-
tion. By virtue of section 109 of the Constitution the opposite is the
case. In Hansard the Minister for Transport made reference to the
Hilmer Report. It is one of the recommendations of the Hilmer
Report that non-incorporated businesses be brought under the Trade
Practices Act. If this were done the taxi industry may be significantly
affected. For this recommendation to be implemented the cooper-
ation of the States is required as the Commonwealth lacks the Consti-

Jutional powers to do this unilaterally. The Government is in the

Rrocess of preparing a report on the impact upon the State of imple-
enting the Hilmer Report. One area which will be considered is
(%nsport, including its impact upon the taxi industry. The team to

whom the Premier has delegated this task will be consulting with the

dndustry in the course of preparing their report.

advised that before any new lease or development activity can take

place within the Flinders Ranges National Park of which Wilpena

ROCLA QUARRY

is part, the existing adopted management plan must be amended in

accordance with the provisions of the National Parks and Wildlife
dited 21

Act, 1972 (as amended). The procedure for amending managem
plans is set out in section 38 of that Act.

HINDMARSH ISLAND BRIDGE

Inreply toHon. M.J. ELLIOTT (3 May) and answered by letter
dated 20 June.

The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: The Minister for Aboriginal
Affairs has provided the following information.

1.

Inreply toHon. ANNE LEVY (13 May) and answered by letter
June.

The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: The Maslins Coloured Sands
Report was commissioned jointly by Art for Public Places, De-
partment for the Arts and Cultural Development and the Department
of Tourism Industry Development.

The Art for Public Places Committee was made aware of the
significant coloured sand deposit through the works of German artist,
Nicolas Lang who has visited Australia four times to work at the
ROCLA quarry at Maslins and has created works of art that are

In his statement of 3 May 1994 the Minister said that hishighly esteemed at the international level by taking impressions from

discretion under s.23 of the Aboriginal Heritage Act was notthe sand face. Mr Lang is an authority on ochres and geological
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formations and believes that these sands represent a geologically and EDUCATION FUNDING
artistically significant landform which is unique in the world.

The brief for the preparation of the report asked the consultant
to ‘identify and develop an imaginative concept for the establishmegt
and development of an artistic-environmental reserve which provid st
a facility which addresses geological and environmental conservati
and also potentially provides for arts activities or events, or simila
in conjunction with tourism activities. It should also practically
address environmentally sensitive landscape and pertinent cultura
issues in the development of the site.’

The preparation of the report has been complex and has involv
considerable consultation with many reference groups including th
Department of Mines and Energy, Department of Housing and Urban
Development, Department of Tourism Industry Development,
District Council of Willunga, Kaurna Heritage Committee, Maslins
community group, Noarlunga City Council and the Southern -

Development Board. E\?vgdlssvlijgtlz?fk%

tﬁ su:nmary of recommendations wa:js prt(ejsented to an Art for: David Mellen
Public Places Committee meeting on Wednesday 18 May, 1994. The S
;inaébreplgrt willdbe avr?ilable late June foIIovr\]/ing asselssment of (I?fog\?vgysc\jvri%%?gkgttended the 29 March 1994 meeting in lieu

eedback regarding the summary report. The consultancy team b : A
preparing the report is endeavouring to ensure that the needs and SA(I:r;:iguﬁfccga'l;?ag(ihrvz{shqrggtrﬁ]seg;?tl)ves.
concerns of all relevant parties are noted and will be dealt with in the y g only

In reply toHon. C.J. SUMNER (14 April) and answered by
er on 31 May.
on The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: There have been three ‘Big Picture’
discussions held between representatives of the Department for
Education and Children’s Services and the SA Institute of Teachers.
| 1. MEETINGS:

The first discussion was held on 17 December, 1993, subsequent
eetings were held on 21 December 1993 and last on 29 March

2. THOSE PRESENT WERE:

Department for Education and Children’s Services:
Marilyn Sleath
Kevin Boaden

final report. ESLT Ig);l\J/rey
The ROCLA quarry management is willing to work co-opera- Jacqui Ca){alano
tively in the rehabilitation of the site and recognises that if plans are Angas Story

established now they can begin to be implemented during the Steve Errock (last meeting onl
ongoing quarry operation. _ N 3. MINUTES/NC()TES g only)
The report will certainly be made available whenitis completed. N formal notes or minutes were taken
The support of all relevant Ministers and their departments will be | ,nderstand some officers did write some ‘shorthand’ notes in

sought to determine the direction taken in the realisation of thee margins of the confidential paper circulated by SAIT officers at
recommendations contained within the report, to ensure the Masling o meeting.

Coloured Sands deposit is retained and the site developed in a Way The discussion agenda of 29 March 1994 was formed via SAIT’s

that enables access to a broad public and one that is beneficial j .
terms of the arts, tourism, the environment and the community. Héper t4a$(|eeadr (C);nufahrgr?t?é The three page paper covered:

Leadership in Country Schools

RED GUMS - Teacher Leave
- 2%:98%
In reply to Hon. T.G. ROBERTS (5 May) and answered by . 10 Year Limited Placement
letter dated 20 June. - Country Incentives
The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: The Minister for the Environ- - Career Planning

ment and Natural Resources has provided the following information. Each of the above topics were addressed with examples of
The removal of trees to enable new farming ventures anéhange discussed in a notional sense only.

technologies is regulated under the Native Vegetation Act. Any such  The issue of teacher’s morale as they are placed in a temporary

clearance approved by the Native Vegetation Council is conditionajacancy was discussed. 1100 permanent teachers are currently

upon the landholder replanting or regenerating areas of trees amlaced in temporary vacancies with the remaining 700 occupied by

understorey in another area of the property. This, coupled witltontract staff.

Landcare, Property Planning, and a responsible attitude by the Changing the 98 per cent:2 per cent ratio ‘agreement’ to allow

landholder, will ensure that the treescape of the South-East will corpermanent teachers to fill only ongoing vacancies was explored.

tinue. The Department of Environment and Natural Resources is | am advised that at no time was the cutting or reducing the

seeking funding under ‘Save the Bush’ to investigate in part th@eacher work forces by 1800 permanent positions discussed let alone
possible area of large red gums that could be considered for removiaégotiated.

through changes of land use to grapes and pivot irrigation. 4. TABLING DOCUMENTATION
A copy of the ‘without prejudice’ discussion paper produced by
YAKKA CLEARANCE SAIT on 29 March 1994 and which formed the agenda is held by all

officers present on that day.

In reply toHon. M.J. ELLIOTT (4 May) and answered by letter The tabling of this document would embarrass SAIT given the
dated 20 June. sensitive nature of a proportion of the topics.

The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: The Minister for the Environ- It needs to be emphasised discussion did not result in any
ment and Natural Resources has provided the following informationproposals which could form the basis of negotiation.

1. While there have been allegations that illegal clearance of Normal protocol indicates the paper should not be tabled as the
yakkas is common practice, no documented reports of such clearanpaper in question and discussion took place in terms of a ‘without
have been provided to the Department of Environment and Naturairejudice’ discussion.

Resources. If it were as alleged, then departmental officers would The meetings did not lead to a statement by departmental
have reported some activity. representatives on any formal changes to current personnel policies.

2. All reports of illegal clearance where some detail as toThe meetings were held to discuss options for introducing appropri-
location and/or persons involved are provided are investigatedate flexibilities in staffing of schools.

Where substantiated, the cases are prosecuted before the courts. The

people of Kangaroo Island, especially the landholders and the local

councils are well aware of the requirements under the Native Vege- ALBERTON PRIMARY SCHOOL
tation Act 1991.

With regard to harvesting of yakka gum, departmental officers
have provided relevant information to a recent meeting held on In reply toHon. C.J. SUMNER (4 May) and answered by letter
Kangaroo Island to discuss this industry. dated 22 May.

3. The extremely slow growth of yakkas does limit the rate at The Hon. R.l. LUCAS: There is no record of police checks
which gum can be produced from plantings. However, the economidseing made, or requested, by either the Office of the Minister for
will depend upon price paid for the gum. Any landholders wishingEducation and Children’s Services nor the Department for Education
to pursue this avenue will have to experiment and they should apnd Children’s Services on the criminal records of any members of
proach the Department of Primary Industries for advice. the Alberton School Council.
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INTENSIVE SPEECH AND LANGUAGE DISORDER UNIT - It is agreed by staff involved that the structure of the pre-
school sessions and the amount of therapy input in each
Inreply toHon. M.J. ELLIOTT (10 May) and answered on 13 program achieves equity of out come for these children.
June.
The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: Intensive Speech and Language SENIOR SECONDARY ASSESSMENT BOARD OF SOUTH
Programs for preschool children, between 3%2 and 5 years of age, are AUSTRALIA

currently operating in three locations. These are the Intensive Speech
and Language Disorder Unit at Regency Park Centre, Valley View  |n reply toHon. C.J. SUMNER (12 May) and answered by letter
Kindergarten and Warradale Kindergarten. 10 June.

Over the past year the Crippled Children’s Association (CCA)  The Hon. R.I. LUCAS:

and the Children’s Services Office (within DECS) have been 1 The Report of the Review is a public document. Prior to the

negotiating the development of a model for community based ,nsigeration of the Report by the Board embargoed copies were
provision of intensive speech and language programs in preschool$ysyided to The Advertiser and the ABC and it was widely reported

_ Thiswill further decentralise the current three programs and willpy Thursday 28 April 1994. These were not ‘leaked’ copies but
include the closure of the Intensive Speech and Language Unit %tentionally made available. On Thursday 28 April the Report
Regency Park at the end of Term 2, in July 1994. became public and all SSABSA staff received copies. Copies were
The model allows for six programs provided in six preschoolssent to the Chief Executive Officers of the school sectors, to me, to
(two in the northern metropolitan region, two in the southernihe university Vice Chancellors and to all secondary school princi-
metropolitan region and one in each of the western and eastegiy|s on request. The Report has been available to the public, free of
metropolitan regions). Each program will work with six children charge, from SSABSA, upon request. | am happy to enclose a copy.
allowing for 36 children to be supported, rather than the current 18 2™ The Report provided a comprehensive series of sixty-five
children. This will decrease waiting lists. . _major and subsidiary recommendations, for action in relation to the
Funding is provided through the Special Education Consultativgyroblems which occurred in 1993. These recommendations covered
Committee. The staff of both the Crippled Children’s AssociationResults Integrity; Collection and Confirmation of the Results Data;
and the Children’s Services Office agree that there are significanhformation Systems Issues; Communication with Schools; Manage-
developmental gains to be made by children with severe speech afgent Structures; Resourcing Implications; Timelines, Results
language disorders receiving intensive speech pathology support ap@lease Procedures; Specific Curriculum Matters; and Dual
educational support within a mainstream educational setting, i.e., Reporting of Resullts.
preschool. The contact with peers with developmentally appropriate | am able to report that the response of the Board and the
speech and language skills, is to their advantage. management of SSABSA has been swift and concerted in accepting
Each child is to attend four extended preschool sessions (each ahd moving to implement the recommendations to ensure that the
3% hours) per week. The additional time involved in extendedsame problems do not occur again. The specific actions taken to date
session will allow for two sessions of specialist therapy input in eachinclude:
preschool session to enhance the preschool program for the child. (1) initiation of a complete audit and checking of the 1993 results
The therapy time and intensity will be the same as is current at (this is nearing completion and | am advised that, to date, no
Regency Park Centre. _ _ errors beyond those which were previously known have been
The extended preschool sessions equate to approximately 5% identified).
regular sessions. (Children at ISLU, Regency Park, currently receive (2) restructuring of the SACE operations area to bring together
six sessions of preschool, and children at local preschools are eligible all facets of the process under a single coordinated branch of

for four sessions per week). management. Both senior staff brought in to key positions in
Early entry and extended time at preschool can also be approved the SACE Operations area had not been directly involved in
by the regional manager to meet individual needs. the 1993 results preparation.

Since September last year a Speech and Language Programs (3) a review of the capacities of the information systems
Reference Group comprising parent representatives from the hardware and software used by SSABSA and upgrading
Intensive Speech and Language Unit at Regency Park Centre, and  where appropriate, to ensure that sufficient capacity exists for
parent representatives from the other current programs, and staff the 1994 results processing.
from CCA and CSO, have acted as a coordinating body in managing (4) reorganisation of the relationship and communications with

the decentralisation of this service to community based preschools. schools and revision of the enrolment and results collection

Parent representatives have fed back information about decisionsand ~ procedures.

progress to the relevant parent groups. (5) suspension of further developments of the SASO computer
In early May, | approved the model and the associated funding enrolment system developed by SSABSA for schools and

for the six programs until the end of 1994. Long term funding will planing of a new system for future implementation. This will

be negotiated within the departments and the Commonwealth. still allow schools familiar with, and able to use the current

Parents were verbally informed of my decision by members of the system to do so in the interim period.

Reference Group and letters were sent out in confirmation in the (6) development of various plans to speed up the results pro-
week beginning Monday, 23 May 1994. Letters were also sent to the cessing and to implement an on-going accuracy audit during
preschool directors/management committees of current programs and  the preparation of the 1994 results.
the proposed preschool sites, who had been approached previously 3. As | indicated to the Council in my earlier comments on 12
to incorporate a speech and language program into their prescholdlay, the Report does indicate that additional resources will be
program. required, at least in the short term to ensure that adequate staffing
Staff of the CSO and CCA in discussion with the reference grougevels, and resource levels, particularly in relation to computer hard-
are coordinating the employment of staff and implementation of thavare and software exist to facilitate the effective further processing
new programs. It is planned that the new programs will be under wagf results. | have been advised that the recommendations are being

early in Term 3, 1994, costed and that SSABSA will provide me with a detailed report on
In addition to normal preschool allocation, speech and languagte cost implications of the recommendations, within the context of
program staffing in each program will be: SSABSA'’s overall budget situation as soon as it is available. This
0.5 teacher will, of course be factored into the broader budget and funding ar-

0.5 speech therapist rangements associated with the budget. ) _
0.7 therapy assistant A major element of additional cost in the recommendations is the

A formal evaluation process is being discussed by the referend@OPosal that a new, state-of-the-art computer-based enrolment and
group which will take account of the progress of children in thel®sult system be developed to replace the SASO system. The report
programs. A subgroup of the reference group will be coordinatingU99ests this be available for the 1996 school year and this will have
the evaluation taking into account the views of parents. They willPudget implications for the 1994-5 financial year, and to a lesser
explore the possibility of an external consultant. extent, the 1995-6 financial year. . .

In summary: 4. lhave already indicated to the Council that the action already
The decentralisation of Speech and Language programs faken by SSABSA includes a major overhaul and restructuring of the
being coordinated by a reference group including parents. T'anagement arrangements for the SACE Operations area, and that
I have approved funding for 1994 and long term funding is SSABSA has moved also to improve its communication with
being negotiated. schools. One element of this process includes setting up a SACE
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Operations Reference Group which will meet every two weeks and WOMEN'S SUFFRAGE

includes several representatives from schools, including a school

principal, SACE Coordinator, practicing teacher, and school .

administrative officer. The Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES:

| should stress that SSABSA has always and continues to havé, personal explanation.

aculture of service to its clients, including students, schools and the Leave granted.

general community. The structures to achieve this more effectively, The Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES: In reply to a question

and especially to achieve better communication with schools an . : ; )

improved response time when problems are encountered are beig&gt .I asked, the MImSter for Education and Children’s
rvices made an inaccurate statement that | was part of a

put in place for 1994. ! : )
committee that oversaw the production of a video by the

| seek leave to make

GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY Women'’s Studies Resource Centre. | refer the Minister to
page 42 oHansardwhere | stated what my involvement had
In reply toHon. M.J. ELLIOTT (18 May). been. My involvement was merely in meeting the then

The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: | wish to repeat my earlier advice that jinister of Education, Employment and Training, Ms Susan
there was not a Government submission or a departmental SumeE- h t th ith Dr J Blackb h id
sion to Ernst & Young. enehan, together wi r Jean Blackburn, when some ideas

SAIT chose to put forward a submission to Ernst & Young, butwere tossed around early in 1993, | believe it was. | had never
the department was not asked for and did not provide a submissidmad anything—
to Ernst & Young. The Hon. R.1. Lucas interjecting:

Ernst & Young worked to term of reference given to them by the . .
Commission of Audit—it was not the role of the consultants to seek 1€ Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES: They were ideas for

public or departmental submission but to investigate specific ared project that would go into schools. The Minister said that
within their terms of reference. To this end Ernst & Young soughtmaybe a video would be a good idea for a school project, or
data and answers to questions of departmental officers as part of thgh atever.

investigation of specific areas within the terms of reference. The Hon. R.I. Lucas interjecting:

The PRESIDENT: Order! This is a personal explanation.
The Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES: The Minister indicat-
In reply toHon. C.J. SUMNER (2 August). ed that | had had something to do with what went into the
The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: video. | can assure the Minister that | had nothing whatsoever
1. As members would know the Electoral Districts Boundariesto do with the content of the video.
Commission must take into consideration the political impact of its ; FArtinA-
decisions so that a party or group achieving more than fifty percent The Hon. R.I. Lucas Interjectln.g.
of the two-party-preferred vote in the Assembly, has the opportunity 1 he Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES: |am not sure whether
to form a government. To meet this requirement, polling booththe then Minister had anything to do with the content of the
results are used to calculate the political impact, as they provide thgideo. The only thing | knew about it was when the former

best guide as what may occur in the event that electors in thgyinister made an announcement about it. | resent the
catchment area of a booth, are moved to form part of another elect :

ate. Yinister's gratuitous comments about my friend Ms Susan
It was in this process that it was found that the average two-party-€nehan by calling her ‘Super Susan’, although I think she
preferred vote for the polling booths differed by 3% from the totalwas Super Susan, and perhaps the Minister will go down in
district figure. The only way that could have occurred was for thenjstory and be remembered as, and being called, Robbing
Democrat candidate’s preferences in the declaration votes to ha\f?ob
split 60% for Mr Brindal and 40% for Mr Mayes. This was the '
reverse of the situation in the polling booth figures. A small variation
is to be expected because most declaration voters do not have access
to candidates’ how-to-vote cards. This difference in Unley was not
a small variation, leading to the conclusion that a transposition error
had occurred.

The Returning Officer for Unley was asked to review his ‘Return’ ,
and he arrived at the same conclusion on 26 July, 1994. HeMOTOR VEHICLES (LEARNERS’ PERMITS AND

undertook to write each candidate and inform them of the error. Thd®ROBATIONARY LICENCES) AMENDMENT BILL
Electoral Commissioner did likewise but wrote also to the Parties in-
volved and Dr Dean Jaensch of Flinders University. Those letters Adjourned debate on second reading.
were posted on 28 July, 1994. | was not informed of the error by the (Continued from 3 August. Page 36.)
Electoral Commissioner. ' '
2. 0n 26 July, 1994. . .
3. As mentioned in answer to question 1, the possibility of an . The Hon'_BARBARA WIESE: The Opp_osmon supports
error was discovered by an officer of the Boundaries Commissiofhis Bill, which seeks to vary the penalties that apply for
(who is also on the Electoral Commissioner’s staff) on 21 Julyfailing to carry a learner's permit and a probationary driver's
Further investigation led to the error being identified. licence. Currently, it is compulsory for people in these

4. Unley was not dealt with in isolation and the Electoral cateqories to carry their licence with them at all times, and
Commissioner is satisfied that no error of this nature, size or : . e
significance has occurred elsewhere. should they be detected without that licence in their

5. The Electoral Commissioner is the appropriate person to de@0ssession they may be disqualified for a period of six

with the problem unless members can think of a way to legislate tononths and have their licence cancelled. In addition, they
prevent error. The Commissioner informs me that, an algorithmmay also be liable for an expiation fee of $42.

developed to check on polling place results, where there is a far e ) : o .
greater potential for error, has been extended to cover declara\tior]I The Minister's proposal is to replace the provision which

votes and the total vote for the district. In addition the Candidatestlows for the cancellation and disqualification penalty and
Manual will emphasise the importance of having scrutineers at evero establish in its place a penalty of $46 for the offence of
stage of the count regardless of the size of the margin. No scrutineq§i|ing to carry a learner’s permit or probationary licence.

were present at the admitting of declaration votes to the scrutiny or g ; ; ;
at the distribution of preferences. Naturally, the Electoral Com- This issue was raised with me on numerous occasions

missioner is not apportioning blame in this regard, however, th&luring the 12 months that | was Minister of Transport
attendance of scrutineers would have provided an additiondDevelopment. It was usually raised with me by young people

safeguard so that the error would have been detected immediatelytho had been penalised in accordance with the existing

ELECTION ERRORS
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legislation or by their parents, who appealed to me on behalfi August 1992 was $850 million; and there is the potential
of young people about what they perceived to be the severityf another $14 million with bailout No. 5.
of the penalty that was being imposed. In almost all those The Group Asset Management Division (the so-called Bad
cases the young person concerned required a driver’s licen8ank) was created by the previous Government to deal with
to attend studies, to undertake some form of training or tdhe non-performing loans and assets of the former State Bank.
commence employment, and without a vehicle and a driverMembers will recall that approximately $3 billion was
licence in many cases they would have had to forfeit therovided to the former State Bank by the previous
employment or the study that they had undertaken. Government to cover its losses. The Group Asset Manage-
It seemed to me that the penalty being imposed was oufent Division reported a loss of $287 million for 1992-93
of proportion to the offence being committed. However, jand a likely loss of another $127 million for 1993-94. The
believe that it is important to encourage young people, whemain reasons for the loss were the Myer Centre, which in
they are novice drivers, to carry their driver's licence with 1993 was valued at $205 million and which is now, in 1994,
them at all times, because it is a useful and sensible practid@lued at $155 million; and 333 Collins Street, which in 1993
which should be carried through life. Therefore, it is import-was valued at $220 million and which is now valued at

ant to encourage novice drivers to develop that as a practiégl88 million. The total picture for the Myer Centre is
or habit. $916.6 million (the total bill—holding plus interest) minus

However, the severity of the penalty seems to me to be t(')gl55 million (its current valuation), making a loss of
harsh. | therefore commend the Minister for introducing this?/ 61 million. The total picture for 333 Collins Street is $620
Bill, which will reduce the penalty but preserve the principle Million (total cost plus interest) minus $188 million (its

that it is important for people to carry their driver’s licence CUrrent valuation), making a loss of $431.8 million. We,
with them. | support the Bill. therefore, have the shocking loss of nearly $1.2 billion on

these two properties. We have to ask whether we can ever
The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW (Minister for again trust the financial ability of a Government such as the

Transport): | thank honourable members for their supportP'€vious Government? With this tremendous loss by an

of the Bill. I have spoken to the Hon. Sandra Kanck, wholn¢ompetent Government such as the previous Government,
represents the Australian Democrats on transport issues, aff§ "W have to look to other avenues to raise funds for this

| understand that she also wishes to support the Bil. | thinkTPoverished State. One of the fundraising avenues is the
that young people generally will applaud this initiative.  Introduction of pokies or video gaming machines.

X . . - | now address the matter of gambling, in particular the
stagglsread a second time and taken through its remaining,, tension of pokies from the Casino to clubs and pubs. Most

of us remember the marathon night in May last year when the
pokies Bill passed by one vote. In my opinion that one vote
ADDRESS IN REPLY was gained by coercion. We now find that the Gaming
. . . Machines Act 1992 is flawed due to the haste with which it
AdJou_rned debate on motion for adoption. was passed, and that we have to amend it to prevent certain
(Continued from 4 August. Page 59.) activities which could have the potential to promote criminal
) behaviour. These proposed amendments will prohibit certain
The Hon. BERNICE PFITZNER: In responding to Her yrqfit-sharing arrangements and also prohibit the holders of
Excellency the Governor's address, | acknowledge thgaming machine dealer’s licences or their associates from
tremendous energy and conscientious attitude that Danjg|ding gaming machine licences in this State. A further
Roma Mitchell has putinto carrying out her duties. | am suréymendment will restrict the eligibility of the holders of
that all of us are most appreciative of her work, and we thanbeneral facility licences from holding gaming machine
her. licences effective from 1 August. Therefore, we have the
I also join Her Excellency in expressing sympathy to theanomaly of one lone restaurant with the right to have pokies
relatives of former members of Parliament, namely, Mr Jo&vhilst all other similar restaurants are prohibited from doing
Tiernan, Mr Reg Groth, Mr Keith Plunkett and Mr Lloyd so. That is how slack and flawed the pokies legislation has
Hughes. In particular, | refer to Mr Joe Tiernan, who wastyrned out to be.
known to all of us as ‘Joe’. It was a name that suited him, as et us look at the number of pokies or gaming machines
he was a grass roots person. He was sincere and genuine aftt the different States have acquired—with pride’, they say
above all, he was a friend whom one could trust. Indeed,. wgsource: Totalisator Agency Board of Victoria 1992-93). In
have lost a fine person, and this Parliament is all the poor&jew South Wales gaming machines number 69 544; in
forit. Victoria, 9 841; in Queensland, 11 598; in the ACT, 3 066;
In this session of Parliament, and most probably continuand in the Northern Territory, 346. At that time, South
ing into next year, the dominant issue will be the financialAustralia, Western Australia and Tasmania had no machines.
status of South Australia. Economics will be the drivingBut since July this year, just two weeks ago, this State has
concern, as we have been left with a State brought to its kneegproved 5 500 machines. With pride we have overtaken
by the previous Government's mismanagement and podkCT which has approximately 3 000 machines and the
economic skills. Last Friday (5 August) we were yet againNorthern Territory which has approximately 400 machines.
reminded of the previous Government’s ineptitude in thé/Ne might get to the top of the list yet!
areas of economics and finance. The former State Bank has How much money do we make in gambling? Australia’s
again sustained staggering losses on two building investetal gambling expenditure for 1992-93 (source: Tasmanian
ments, so much so that another bank bailout is eminent. Gaming Commission) is noted and the term ‘expenditure’ is
remind members that bailout No. 1 in February 1991 washe loss incurred by gamblers or the revenue generated by the
$970 million; bailout No. 2 in August 1991 was $1.23 billion; gambling operator. This expenditure or loss or revenue for
bailout No. 3 in June 1992 was $100 million; bailout No. 41992-93 was $2 666 million in New South Wales; $1 112
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million in Victoria; $985 million in Queensland; $514 million of regular players of video gaming machines can be classified
in Western Australia; $344 million in South Australia (and as compulsive gamblers. It was originally estimated that the
this amount will certainly increase with the advent of our newfigure for gaming machine usage in Australian casinos was
pokies); $139 million in the ACT; $119 million in Tasmania; 1.8 per cent of the total population. With the extension of
and $59 million in the Northern Territory. In all, Australians these machines into clubs and pubs there has been an increase
have spent and lost in gambling $5 939 million—nearlyin usage to 4.1 per cent. Therefore, there is an increase of 2.3

$6 billion—in 1992-93. per cent, which represents the increase in usage due to the
An article in today’sAdvertiser entitled ‘Richest of prizes  extension of the pokies into the clubs and pubs. Of the South
still elude pokie players’ states: Australian population of 1.2 million people, this represents

Official figures tallied yesterday show turnover in the first @0 Increase in the number of players to 27 600 people, of
fortnight of almost $16.5 million. Of this, about 90 per cent—or Which 15 per cent will satisfy the criteria of compulsive

$14.8 million—was returned to players in credits. gamblers, and that translates into a figure of approximately
We should note that the loss by gamblers was $1.7 million it 140 additional compulsive gamblers—people to whom we
only two weeks. The article continues: will have to give extra support, aid and counselling.

The State Government took almost $700 000 off the top in tax. In_qonSId_erlng pokies in particular, th_er_e has been
The Executive Director of the Hotel and Hospitality Industry surprisingly little research done on the addictive nature of

Association . . said pokies had been ‘an outstanding success’. ~ these machines. However, the Tasmanian Council of Social

Yes, itis an outstanding success if we count success in ternmECurity re_port |n.dlcat.es: _ _

of dollars and cents. In relation to the amount of money one er_at e%;defbcde s available suggfesttsttr?at gam'tngﬂq"aﬁh'“es are
1 : : : Xceptionally addictive, more so In 1ac an most other rorms o

can make from gam_blers, for Victorian gaming machlneﬁamb”ng.

over a 12 month period to 30 June 1993 the turnover was . . . .

$2 715.3 million, the average turnover per machine wadVith regard to gaming machines, the council's report

$1 426 per day, and the Government revenue per machif@ncludes:
was $133 per day. 1. Video gaming machines are designed to maintain player

. . interest for as long as possible. They do this by reinforcing those
Let us now look at the social impact of the extension of pects of behaviour that will lead to reward.

. . L L a
video gaming machines beyond casinos. A report prepareds 2. Video gaming machines are different to most other forms of
by the Tasmanian Council of Social Services in Novembegambling in that the time taken between stake and play is negligible.
1992 does not give us that much to rejoice in; it does not call 3. Video gaming machines are a form of gambling, which can
it an outstanding success. This can be contrasted with tH¢ ml_ac_ie afccessmlée_to_ a wide range dOf people, EIO”& through its
fanfare connected with the advent of the pokies recently "k oy of use and In its compact and transportable design.
. . ! Y™ 4. Gaming machines are therefore a particularly addictive form
installed in South Australia. The consultant to the Tasmaniasf gambling.
Council of Social Services, Mr P. Allen, stated: The Dutch Government recently noted this addictive problem

It is clear that significant social costs will eventuate with the gnd moved to ban more than 10 000 machines because of the

wider availability of video gaming machines, and this will require alarming rise in gambling addiction. | believe that this
ongoing Government a.ct|on. ] _addiction is slowly showing itself in Australia, judging from
Let us look at the evidence that prompted him to make thigecent reports from Victoria with regard to children being left
comment to the Tasmanian Minister for Commun|ty SerV|Ce$n locked cars and women who are unable to control them-
and Health. We must first define what is meant by the term§e|ves and who are |Osing |arge amounts of money. The

‘compulsive’ or ‘pathological’ gambler. In 1980 the adelaide Mission will probably soon be seeing a steady

Diagnostical and Statistical Manual of the American Psychistream of gambling addicts.

atric Association recognised and listed ‘pathological or | pope we will be able to monitor the increase in availab-

compulsive gambling’ as ‘an emotional and mental disorderjjity of machines as it impacts on our society. A motion to

and defined it as: monitor the impact of pokies on society was moved at the
Pathological gambling is a progressive behaviour disorder irtime that the pokies legislation was passed last year, and |

which an individual has a psychologically uncontrollable preoccupahope that this motion will be moved again. | also note that a

tion and urge to gamble. This results in excessive gambling, th P :
outcome of which compromises, disrupts or destroys the gambler%10t|0n is to be moved by the Hon. Anne Levy with regard

personal life, family relationships or vocational pursuits. Thesd© gaming machines. Whilst it is a commendable motion,
problems, in time, lead to intensification of the gambling behaviourcalling on the gaming machine revenue to be made available
The cardinal features are emotional dependence on gambling, logs welfare agencies to deal with the social problems associat-
of control and interference with normal functioning. ed with gambling, it probably would have been much more
Despite the fact that compulsive gambling is recognise@ffective had she voted against the pokies legislation in the
medically as a mental disease, the general public does nfitst place.
equate gambling addiction with other forms of addiction, The social impact as it affects the gambler, the family and
such as alcoholism. It is also a public misconception thathe wider community will be immense. The areas through
compulsive gamblers will bet on anything, as in fact a vasthich society will be affected are personal health, interper-
majority of compulsive gamblers are addicted to onesonal relationships, financial hardships, loss of employment
particular type of gambling. There are other types of gamand legal implications. | hope that the trend of possible
blers, such as professional gamblers, social gamblers afacrease in compulsive gambling will not be seen in South
irresponsible gamblers, but we need to focus upon th@ustralia, but | know that that hope is futile.
compulsive gambler. The other subject to be considered is the rural community
The prevalence of compulsive gambling is estimated at 1.and the hardships and disadvantages it is experiencing. The
per cent. Therefore, assuming an adult population foBocial Development Committee is trying to come to grips
Australia of 12 430 180 people, this gives us 161 592with the difficulties experienced by that community. | refer
probable compulsive gamblers in Australia. Fifteen per cento the interim report on rural poverty and | wish to highlight
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certain issues that need to be aired and clarified. The terntse manufacturing sector’s value added component s of rural
of reference as referred to the Social Development Committesontribution. Of the State’s international exports, the rural
by the House of Assembly used the phrase ‘investigate thgector was a significant contributor, with raw agricultural
affects of rural poverty’. This term has rather negativeproduct providing 17.4 per cent of total exports in 1991-92.
connotations, which are not being received by the rural One of the major economic influences on agriculture is the
community with much enthusiasm, to put it mildly. | believe dependence of the rural sector on overseas markets. Recently
that the terms ‘rural hardship’ or ‘rural disadvantage’ wouldsuch factors as unstable international economies, disruptive
be more acceptable. trade policies, volatile exchange and interest rates and low
The interim report also noted that the term ‘poverty’ wascommodity prices have had an adverse effect on the rural
rather difficult to define as it means different things tosector. There has therefore been a worrying decline in the
different people. Different academics gave us their views orstablishment of farms, and South Australia has a higher rate
poverty and no definitive answer to the question of definitiorof decline, compared with the general trend in Australia. The
was given. One academic stated: rate of decline in South Australia was 11 per cent, as
Attempts to construct a universally acceptable definition forcompared to 5 per cent for the whole of Australia.
poverty are unlikely to succeed as poverty will always be afunction - This Government is mindful of the financial difficulties
of the particular social context within which needs are created anﬁeing faced by some farmers, and initiatives have already
satisfied. . ) . been put in place. Some such initiatives are: the Young
The issue of measuring poverty was just as difficult to assesgarmers Incentive Scheme and its extension; the exemption
The opinion was held that measures ought not take intgeom stamp duties for inter-generational farm transfers;
account only the traditional measurement of income-base@lxemption from mortgage stamp duties for rural debt
poverty lines but that they should also take into accoungefinancing; exemption from stamp duties for registration of
broader issues, such as regional decline, the avallablllty Qf'actors and farm machinery; the Finance Management
community services and the state of family networks.  aAdvice Scheme revised:; the rural assess program for training;
With this in mind, the statistics used to identify the two family farm seminars; the Rural Adjustment Scheme, etc.
most severely affected regions were taken from the ABS rurathese are some of the Government initiatives and, perhaps,
index of relative social economic advantage. This usegith the completion of the Social Development Inquiry into
income, occupation and educational attainment data. Thergural Poverty, some other positive recommendations can be
fore, a high score means that the area is characterised byyat forward.
large proportion of households with high incomes, more | would like to comment briefly on my trip to Asia with
people with high levels of education and a relatively hightne premier's group. We visited Singapore, Malaysia, Hong
proportion of the I_abqur force in skillepl occupations. A low Kong and China, but | did not go on to Japan. It was with
score, of course, indicates the opposite. great interest that | observed how some in the group were
There has been some contention about the statistics Usggfally unused to the customs and culture of the East. We
for identifying areas of hardship in the report, compared withmyst make more contact with our Asian neighbours if we
the statistics used and the outcome of the report on rural defafant to be involved with more trade and tourism. It was with
in South Australia. The parameters used when identifyingyreat ceremony that we gave the various joint ventures and
areas of hardship in the rural debt report related only to farmge new connections the seal of approval and status through
and financial situations. The rating categories reflect this; fofhe Premier, which is an important step, but one has to
example, category A were businesses considered to be viaklgment these initial steps further by knowing and understand-
under most circumstances; category B were businessggy the business etiquette of Asians.
experiencing debt servicing difficulties and/or whose debt “\wg also need to keep up regular and frequent contacts
situation was deteriorating; and category C were businessggih the Asian business community. It is only through
which were considered non-viable and which would need tiendship and trust that business with Asia will thrive and
exit farming in due course. We therefore note that théyrogress. To this end, it is encouraging that the Premier
measurements of hardship in the rural debt report argscently initiated and opened the Council for International
different from the measurements of the Interim Report ofrrade and Commerce in South Australia, which is unique in
Rural Poverty. We therefore have a slightly different ordefits concept. The council provides a focal point for South
of ranking for rural hardship areas. Australians and overseas businesses interested in bilateral
However, let us not forget that historically the rural sectofrade, and it calls together 20 (at present) country-specific
has been a very important component of the South Australiaghambers of commerce and business councils, which will
economy and that agriculture and its exports still have agperate at Greenhill Road. It is encouraging to note that the
important place in the South Australian and national econonoard for this council includes a significant number of
mies. For example, the gross value of Australian farmpsians—three out of five elected members. However, the
production is as follows: in 1990-91, the gross value wagjisappointing part is that there is only one woman. | under-
$21 254 billion; in 1991-92 it was $20 967 billion; and in stand the members were democratically elected but, still,
1992-93 it was $22 203 billion. The gross value for Southmore could have been done. | congratulate the newly formed
Australian farm production was as follows: in 1991 it was asja-Pacific Business Council for Women and its member-
$1 899 billion, which was 8.9 per cent of the Australian total;shjp of the new international council.
in 1091-92 it was $2 179 billion, which was 10.4 percentof  gjnayy | want to speak briefly on health and the women’s
the Australian total; and in 1992-93 it was $2 303 billion, g fragecentenary. In the area of health, we were initially

e e Myismayed to note the Commission of Audit statement that:
sector contribution to the gross State production in 1991-92 . o
The future of the Queen Elizabeth Hospital is relevant to the

was 4.5 per cent, Compafed .W'th mining, which was 2.8 pegtrategy for regionalisation. Although there are excellent services and
cent, and man_ufacturlng, which was 18.2 per cent. Howevekyper specialty services provided from this hospital, which has good
we must take into account that approximately 20 per cent afommunity linkages, the buildings are not up to standard. There
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should be no presumption that the redevelopment will necessarilpustralian economy. However, | consider that in assessing
involve the Queen Elizabeth Hospital remaining a major teachinghe various options one direct way of enhancing the rate of
hospital. economic growth is for the Government to adopt policies
In recommendation 13.24 it states: which will boost the supply of factors of production available

The future of the Queen Elizabeth Hospital should be resolvedor employment.
as a matter of urgency. Itis open to question whether the redevelop- The most important of these is labour, which accounts for
ment needs to be a major teaching hospital. about two-thirds of the economy’s value added. How much
As a member of the Legislative Council who has hadabour is available for employment depends largely on the
considerable contact with the western suburbs and has sepapulation growth, its age, gender composition and the work
the social/economic disadvantages of people in that areafdrce participation rates of particular age and gender groups
believe that the Queen Elizabeth Hospital is an important paih our community. One of the most powerful policy instru-
of that western area. The Queen Elizabeth Hospital is thements through which the Liberal Government could influence
hospital servicing that area and the recommendation by thiae growth of the work force is the level of immigration and
Audit Commission that that hospital would perhaps lose itsts skill composition.
teaching status after so much time, effort and finance has There is no doubt that higher rates of immigration would
been put into the hospital just seems ludicrous to me. | amaccelerate the growth in the work force and consequently a
sure that we are all relieved that the Minister for Health hagrowth in real GDP over the longer period. A number of
now gone against the Audit Commission’s recommendatiostudies clearly show that the higher the annual level of
that the Queen Elizabeth Hospital become a non-teachingimigration, the faster the rate of growth of GDP. One such
hospital and applaud the decision. study showed that, when assuming a net annual immigration

Finally, this being the year of the Women'’s Suffrageincrease of 125 000 people, the real GDP in the year 2030 is
Centenary, it is with excitement that we note that theprojected to be 41 per cent higher that the level we would
International Conference of Women from Non-Englishotherwise achieve with a zero net immigration growth.
Cultural Backgrounds is to be staged on 3 and 4 September. It can be argued that higher immigration numbers will
This is the first conference of its kind and it will not depict provide a larger domestic market offering various companies
women from a non-English cultural background in theirmanufacturing consumer products the opportunity to expand
traditional areas of expertise such as food, culture, song arfdgher production numbers at reduced costs. However, |
dance, but it will provide a platform for non-English cultural believe that the Government must adopt more internationally
women to promote themselves to be acknowledged as expersented trading policies by encouraging domestic industries
in the various fields of law, health, politics, social develop-to produce for and compete on a much larger international
ment and business, etc. | hope the conference will be wetharket and achieve more efficient and cost-effective
attended. production techniques.

Certainly, | wish to congratulate the steering committee All available evidence also suggests that scale economies
and the other co-opted members for the long hours they hawi exist in the provision of some public infrastructure
given unstintingly in the planning and implementation of theservices, particularly in the less populated States such as
conference. The Women's Suffrage Centenary Steerin§outh Australia. They are less likely to exist in the more
Committee provided the major proportion of much needegopulous States, which contain the cities that have traditional-
funds, meagre as they were, and | hope that the conferentye absorbed a large proportion of the migrant intake. On
is successful. On that note of high anticipation, on behalf obalance, it seems unlikely that living standards will increase
all the non-English cultural women who are working towardsas the result of scale economies based on an immigration
the success of the conference, and more importantly workingduced population growth.
towards acknowledgment of their excellence in various Without skill enhancement, scale economies and induced
professional fields, | conclude and support the motion tdechnical change, the gain in living standards, as opposed to
adopt the Address in Reply. growth from immigration, is likely to be small. There is a

strong trade-off between the size of intake and its skill level

The Hon. J.F. STEFANI: | support the motion for the in terms of the effects of immigration on living standards.
adoption of the Address in Reply and, in so doing, | wouldThe greater the degree of skill enhancement of the intake
thank Her Excellency the Governor of South Australia for herrelative to that of the domestic work force, the smaller the
speech in opening the second session of the Forty-Eightinnual intake needed to achieve a specific gain in the long
Parliament. | pay tribute to Her Excellency for the generouserm real GDP per head of population.
way in which she gives of her time to be with so many  Whilst a highly selective immigration program would add
community groups, attending their functions and participatingignificantly to South Australia’s human capital resources, a
in their celebrations in a spirit of great service to our diversemore direct way of achieving this objective is through the
multicultural society. enhancement of the skills level of the domestic population.

| take this opportunity to express my regret at the death ofn some areas South Australia’s education and training
Mr Joe Tiernan, Mr Reg Groth, Mr Keith Plunkett and Mr performance lags behind that of successful industrialised
Lloyd Hughes and extend my sympathy to their families. countries. School retention rates are lower, as is the efficiency

In February this year | spoke about some of the crucialith which skills are acquired and utilised. It is widely
reforms that the Brown Liberal Government would need tarecognised that substantial reforms are needed within our
consider in order to improve our capacity to compete at aschooling, training and higher education institutions in order
international level and promote our export opportunities intdo improve our performance in this area.
world markets. | am aware that the Government is focusing At both Federal and State levels Governments have
on major initiatives and substantial public sector reforms impursued proposals to rationalise higher education institutions
order to achieve greater efficiency in Government which, irmimed at both increasing their efficiency in providing such
turn, will assist in the process of rebuilding the Southservices and enhancing the potential supply of graduates. A
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number of proposals in the general education area are The extent and nature of the distortions in the labour
currently the subject of considerable challenge and debateiarket are well known. The Myer REMM project, which cost
There is legitimate concern about the potential loss oSouth Australian taxpayers more than $760 million, was a
diversity and competition that might occur with the amalga-typical example of labour problems and rorts in the market
mation of various educational institutions. As always, it isplace. They included restrictive work practices which reduced
difficult to sort out the genuine arguments from specioudabour productivity in aggregate and institutionalised other
claims coming from vested interest groups. | would now likewage determination mechanisms which, although at the time
to speak briefly about resource based industries, particularlyere considered to be market driven, nonetheless remained
the mining and forestry industries, which can be sustainedery biased. The bias which is often found in our wage
only if they have access to natural resources. system is towards equity principles rather than efficiency

In recent years we have seen increasing conflict betweedpjectives. This therefore impedes productivity based
interest groups in the community, principally developers anddjustments in wage relativities between occupations and
environmentalists, over access to these resources. The Stégustries. )
Government has come under extreme pressure from various Labour on-costs over and above cash wages are too high,
groups which have sought to influence resource developmedtthough many of these costs would be viewed in economic
both on Crown and private land, to the extent that theséerms not as distortions but as part of the employee’s real
resources are locked away, their available supplies dimin¥age, and as playing an important role in equating the
ished, the growth rate of dependent industries is curtailed ar@émand of supply of labour in different uses. _
State income forgone. The potential conflict over access to Not surprisingly, on the basis of experience both in

resources on Crown land is becoming more difficult andAustralia and overseas, the economy-wide benefits of labour
costly. reforms are likely to be very significant. It has been estimated
Under the previous Labor Administration the response td'at for each 1 per cent improvement in labour productivity
the extreme and erratic political pressure exerted by th the manufacturing sector an additional .3 per cent in real
environmentalists has been ad hocand unpredictable PP WOLt"d ?e added o It(?]r_lgerterm G?P grO\?/th. Therefore,
approach. In many instances the interests of the State ha{l2® d|mpekus 0{ re torm n IIS alfe?hml!s _cgmed Lom maf‘agifst
taken a back seat. Legitimate but generally regrettable tacticd'c WOrKers at enterprise levet. 1his 1S indeed happening, bu
e South Australian Government can and should accelerate

have done little for efficient, harmonious and informed b - h of th derlvi lat
debate. Just as manufacturing tariffs dominated the indust/y/€ PrOCESS Dy removing much ot the underlying regulatory
triction governing the structure of unions, industrial

policy debate over the past decade, the issue of access ations and the conditions under which labour is made

natural resources may well dominate the debate over the next & . X .
decade. available to various companies and enterprises.

I would now like to say a few words about regulation of

, permits on production and sales of certain goods and
tivities, packaging and labelling laws, etc., just to name a
w. These regulations impose substantial compliance costs
n business and add further costs when providing the

tions of the people and provide young South Australians with, .
a viable future; on the other hand, development mu
increasingly be sustainable in terms of its environment
effects. Thatis, such development should increasingly Se€kq/ernment bureaucracy with the information. Included
to live off the earth’s interest rather than its capital. It seems,,yar this category are trade practice regulations which
inevitable that to measure development against this conce

i e th - t of val i d "Mvolve penalties on businesses engaging in agreements or
will require the assignment of values (o resources Usead 1§, qtices believed to be restricting competition.

their natural state and assessing whether the community as The promotion of price competition is the intent of trade

awhole is prepared to pay the price. practice regulations, yet exemptions are allowed for anti-
Economic principles, particularly those relating to competitive arrangements supported by both State and
property and lease rights and opportunity costs, may provideederal Government regulations. To the extent that such
some guidance on how this might be achieved. A possiblgegulations counter anti-competitive behaviour of private
way to proceed might be to first use these principles tenonopolies and cartels, either actual or potential, there are
establish directly the value of the resource to the communityenefits and efficiency gains for South Australia and our
if left undeveloped. A commercial enterprise wishing tonation as a whole.
develop such resource may well be prepared to pay at least However, there is often a fine line between desirable
this value by way of royalties to the Government before theyutcomes promoting competition and the undesirable
development is permitted to proceed. outcome, suppressing opportunities for rationalisation and
I now turn to the question of labour costs. | mentionedscale economies which strengthen efficiency and the
earlier that labour is one of the most important factors incompetitiveness of companies involved at an international
boosting production because it represents almost two-thirdevel of competition.
of South Australia’'s economy total costs. Therefore, it is This suggests that the goal of such regulations should be
adjustments in the cost of employing labour relative to outputestricted to providing a business environment in which the
prices which is the key to determining our internationalpotential for competition is present by ensuring freedom of
competitiveness. To the extent, therefore, that distortions ientry and hence contestability of the market. Estimates of the
the labour market are raising labour costs and reducing theconomic cost of business regulation in terms of growth
flexibility of occupational and industry labour to changing forgone through resources tied up in unproductive activities
market conditions, their removal or correction can bevary widely because of the myriad of regulations which
expected significantly to enhance the State’s overall econonoperate with various intensities across a whole range of
ic performance. activities. The Business Regulation Review Unit estimated
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that compliance costs of business regulations is between 9 per Where a natural monopoly continues to prevail, little may
centand 19 per cent GDP. Other research agencies have als® gained in the way of increased efficiency by full
estimated similar large costs of business regulation. privatisation. One option worthy of consideration is the

It is recognised that our economy is also subject tgartial privatisation of an industry where natural monopoly
considerable social regulations, principally in the areas ofl€ments are separable. For example, the Government could
environment, consumer protection and health and safeﬁ?ta'” ownership of thetranspprt network anq infrastructure
standards. The economic case against many of these regufild charge access by both private and public operators.
tions is much more difficult, although there are many Finally, I should like to make some comments about
examples where unnecessary and avoidable costs are impod@roving our terms of trade. We all recognise that South
on industries because of such regulation. Environmentdhustralia’s exports are predominantly commodity based. By
regulations are considered to be a significant factor in th€ontrast, imports are dominated by manufactures. It is
slow down in productivity and output growth in the OECD fashlonable_to argue that there is _somethlng wrong with t_hls
countries in the past 15 years. We should recognise that sorgiate of affairs. We often hear claims for more value adding
controls may well be consistent with, and in fact necessar%EfF’re export, with less reliance on commodities because
for, sustained economic development. The economic rational€ir world prices are unstable or because over time the prices
for this type of regulation is that some activities may involveOf commodities tend to fall relative to the prices of manufac-
social costs which are not borne by the activity causing th&!res. If we are to have more value adding before export and
environmental degradation. greater export diversification, | would argue that this must

occur through market-based incentives, not through industry

The challenge for the Government in this area is to ensur licies which tilt the playing field in favour of some
that sensible environmental targets are put in place and thggtivities

efficient regulat(_)ry arrangements are designed to achieve With the exception of the wine industry, South Australia
these targets. Widespread community acceptance of the negdnot large enough to influence prices significantly on the

for substantial deregulation of the economy is needed if W&orld market. Our penetration of these markets depends

are significantly to raise productivity and income growth. 5 yely on our cost competitiveness relative to other supplies
The need to increase efficiency is made more urgent bgnd the quality of our products.
the perilous position of the State’s finances and by the speed Any increase in the foreign terms of trade has a similar
with which reforms are being implemented throughout theeffect on our economic growth: an increase in our productivi-
world. It is recognised that Governments, both State ang factor. It enables South Australia to support a high level of
Federal, have to contend with powerful political forces in theexpenditure for the same input of domestic resources.
process of microeconomic reform. In large part this isinvariably, subsidies to one set of activities are paid for by
because regulatory arrangements confer substantial benefiihers. In the world markets, agriculture is the best known
on concentrated interests whereas their costs are borne largelyample of this practice. It is therefore not surprising that
by the community. agriculture has found a central place on the agenda of the
The Government must also recognise that rapid technd>ATT negotiations.
logical change is an important catalyst for reform in some The South Australian Liberal Government must continue
areas. There is overwhelming evidence that, where compefio demonstrate by vigorous economic analysis and through
tive markets are created or exist, private companies are moggeater public awareness the real economic costs in the
efficient than public enterprises. In these circumstances, the@untries imposing the subsidies, particularly those with
is little justification on economic grounds for public owner- which South Australia has strong bilateral trade and cultural
ship. The situation is more complex where natural monoporelations. | commend the motion for the adoption by the
lies exist. Public ownership has been one solution; anothégouncil of the Address in Reply.

solution consists of private ownership but with Government )
regulation. The Hon. T. CROTHERS secured the adjournment of

. . . the debate.
However, in my view, the key requirement for reform of
public monopolies will be to expose as much of their inputs
and outputs as possible to the disciplines of price competi- ADJOURNMENT
tion. Contractual and tendering arrangements in the supply
of inputs and the maintenance of infrastructure can be an At 4.20 p.m. the Council adjourned until Wednesday 10
effective means of achieving this goal. August at 2.15 p.m.



