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relation to the adoption of the National Curriculum Profiles
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL and Statements.
As | said, the Government has made some changes to
Wednesday 10 August 1994 those National Curriculum Profiles and Statements, so you
. cannot technically say they are national, although the
The PRESIDENT (Hon. Peter Dunnjtook the Chairat g5 mework remains the same. But in this area no significant
2.15 p.m. and read prayers. changes have been made at all.
The Hon. C.J. Sumner interjecting:
The Hon. R.l. LUCAS: Itis a required part of learning,
s. In relation to how it will be implemented—
The Hon. R.R. Roberts interjecting:
The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: It is a difficult issue, and the

LEGISLATIVE REVIEW COMMITTEE

The Hon. R.D. LAWSON: | bring up the interim report ye
of the committee on citizens' initiated referenda and move:

That the report be printed. Hon. Ron Roberts, | am sure, would support the notion that
Motion carried. our young people ought to be involved in more phys ed and
The Hon. R.D. LAWSON: | bring up the third report sport during their school years.

1994-95 of the committee and move: The Hon. C.J. Sumner: What happens if they do not
That it be read. want to be?

The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: Itis the same if they do not want
to study a language. It is now a required part of the curricu-
lum, a policy, as | said, supported by the previous Labor
Government in relation to language, in relation to art and
drama, also in relation to—

The Hon. C.J. Sumner interjecting:

The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: —health and physical education.
As | said, as part of that national agreement sport and
thsical education was included.

The Hon. C.J. Sumner:They have to do it?

The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: Let me move to that. It is a
required part of their learning. As to how that translates into
practice, we will try to be as flexible as we can within our
schools in South Australia. For example, in some small

Motion carried.
The Hon. R.D. LAWSON: | bring up the fourth report
1994-95 of the committee.

ELECTRICITY TRUST

The Hon. R.I. LUCAS (Minister for Education and
Children’s Services): | seek leave to table a copy of a
ministerial statement made in another place today by th
Minister for Infrastructure on the subject of ETSA end of
financial year performance.

Leave granted.

QUESTION TIME country communities young people are already actively
involved in sport, whether it be after hours or Saturday
SCHOOL SPORTS morning sport, and the difficulty of organising, in a small

school of 30 or 40 students, any organised sporting competi-

The Hon. C.J. SUMNER: My question is directed to the ' tion when the nearest school is 50 or 60 miles away would be
Minister for Education and Children’s Services. Does theavident to the Leader of the Opposition and, of course, to the
school sports policy recently announced by the MinisterHon. Ron Roberts, who at least in part purports to represent
together with the joint statement with the Minister for part of the country constituency in this Chamber.
Recreation, Sport and Racing, involve compulsory sportfor We will have to be flexible in relation to that. The
school students and, if so, what is the basis of that policy?department is working through the detail of how to imple-

The Hon. R.l. LUCAS: The junior sport policy was in  ment this national agreement, and our policy will have to be
effect a combination release State and national, in that it waglatively flexible in some areas. In some areas SAPSASA
the new Australian junior sport policy which had been(South Australian Primary Schools’ Amateur Sports Associa-
released in Sydney the previous Friday and which wasion) organises interschool sport or, if the school is big
subsequently released here in South Australia. It has nosnough, intraschool where you have enough students in the
been adopted by the South Australian Government as our newam or in the school to have organised football, netball,
junior sport policy. | raise two aspects in responding to thecricket, or whatever the sport might be. In other cases it might
guestion from the Leader of the Opposition: the first is thabe interschool sport. In other cases it might well be the
some two years ago the previous Labor Government, all théevelopment of sporting skills.
other State Governments and the Commonwealth Govern- Up to 17 sports have junior development officers who
ment agreed to what was then called National Curriculunravel around to schools organising, in effect, sporting skill
Profiles and Statements. development, which certainly can be incorporated within the

The new Government has followed those through but it igeneral notion of sport. For example, the South Australian
making some changes to some aspects of them and they wNlational Football League and the Crows have a number of
be implemented in schools starting from next year. A part ofunior development officers who visit schools organising
that national agreement was an understanding that there bports development, skills development, and we believe that
eight key learning areas: one was the health and physicalr interpretation of what sport will be will be flexible
education area, and within that was an understanding thanough to incorporate some of those elements of those
sport and physical education would be a required part gprograms within the required areas of learning.
learning in all States, Territories and the Commonwealth. The So, our general view is that there will have to be a
genesis of the launch of the new policy dates back some tweompulsory physical education and sport component; that is,
or three years to the agreement between various Statdbere needs to be compulsory physical education, whether it
Territories and the Commonwealth Government and, in patte health hustles, which has been the common theme for most
anyway, the agreement of the previous Labor Government iprimary schools for the past 10 years or so, a variety of other
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organised physical education activities within schools, ooperations of the Rural Finance and Development Division
sport or sport/skill development. We will need to be flexibleof the Primary Industries Department of South Australia. |
in the way in which we implement that. We will need to believe that the rural finance section has compiled a list of
incorporate and implement some reasonably significargxternal consultants approved for evaluating the viability of
policy changes in relation to training and development fofamily farms.
classroom teachers, and the department is already working on | am further informed that this list of approved consultants
this aspect. is made up mainly from former Government officers and that

Before the end of the year, there are likely to be somesome consultants have been removed from the approved list
reasonably significant announcements in relation to how thbecause they refused to write farm viability reports that suited
department will implement the broad details regardinghe Rural Finance and Development Division’s views. Given
physical education and sport (as | have defined it, and thahese quite serious allegations, my questions are as follows:
will be a fairly flexible definition) as a required part of 1. How many consultants have been accredited or
learning for all our students from reception to year 10. approved to conduct farm viability studies?

2. How many of these consultants are former employees
SHACKS of the South Australian Government?

3. How many consultants have been removed from the list

The Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES: | seek leave to make .t accredited or approved consultants and what were the
a brief explanation before asking the Minister for Transport,o-cons for their removal?

representing the Minister for the Environment and Natural  the Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: | will refer those questions to
Resources, a question about the Shack Site Freeholdirp\gy colleague in another place and bring back a reply.
Committee.
Leave granted. TEACHER NUMBERS
The Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES: On 30 March the
Minister announced that a Shack Site Freeholding Committee The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: | seek leave to make a brief
had been established to advise the Government on the bestplanation before asking the Minister for Education and
method for freeholding shacks. In his press release, thehildren’s Services a question about teacher numbers.
Minister stated: Leave granted.
The committee has been instructed to report on the best method The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: A recent report by the
of freeholding shacks on Crown land wherever possible, provide\ystralian Council of Deans of Education has revealed a very
that they meet appropriate environmental and health standards. g,pstantial upturn in demand for teachers in Australia and
He went on to say: that that will continue over the next couple of years. The
Not every shack site will be able to be freeholded but thereport found that there was an extremely urgent need to
committee is to recommend solutions to problems rather thaincrease the number of teachers trained to meet the teaching

obstruct the process of freeholding. The establishment of thi ; ; indi
committee fulfils an important pre-election promise, and theﬂemand in Australian schools. The report indicated that

freeholding of appropriate shacks will be done on a user pays systeR@tionally demand for both primary and secondary teachers

in accordance with our policy. will exceed supply in 1996 and that the gap will continue to
My questions to the Minister are: widen over the next five years.

1. Whatis the timetable for the committee to report to the__ The report further found that between 1994 and the year
Government? 2001 the total number of graduates required to meet expected

2. Can the owners of shack sites now apply for theidemand will increase by 118 per cent overall from 7 957 to
properties to be converted to freeholding and, if so, howt7 381. At the same time there is a sharp reduction in the

should this be done? number of students commencing teaching studies. The report
3. What does the Minister mean when he says that shaci@dicated that its figures are conservative. It assumes that 75
will “...meet appropriate environmental and healtP€" cent of graduates who apply are suitable whereas the New
standards’? South Wales experience, as | understand it, indicates a figure
4. What is meant by a ‘user pays system'? of 50 per cent. . _ .
5. How many shack owners have already applied for their This report did not anticipate the exit of existing teachers
properties to be converted to freehold? from the system, as is currently happening in South Australia.
6. What is the status of these applications? In the 1970s a teacher shortage created enormous chaos and

The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: | will refer the honour-  'esulted inincreased expenses for the Government as it had
able member’s questions to the Minister and bring back 1o bring in people from other countries because of the local

reply. teacher shortage. By the time South Australia is faced—
The Hon. Anne Levy: That occurred in the 1960s.
RURAL FINANCE AND DEVELOPMENT The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: It happened in the 1970s as
DIVISION well; I was out working in the schools at the time. By the

time South Australia is faced with the teacher shortage, which

The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS:| seek leave to make a brief is predicted to be 4 per cent, and much higher in other States,
explanation before asking the Attorney-General, representingiany people who are now leaving the industry will be
the Minister for Primary Industries, a question about theentrenched in different careers and will not be enticed back.
operations of the Rural Finance and Development DivisionConsidering their recent experiences that is no wonder.

Leave granted. We are seeing many teachers leave the system, with the

The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS: | received correspondence South Australia Institute of Teachers indicating that, from
recently from the Rural Action Group on Kangaroo Island.May 1993 to June 1994, between 750 and 800 teachers took
I have been informed that there are growing concerns withiseparation packages. For every two offers made there were
South Australia’s farming community in relation to the seven inquiries of interest.
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The New South Wales Government has recently anQueensland and New South Wales in relation to the absolute
nounced its intention to employ an additional 1 500 teacherswumbers of teachers that will be required over the coming
Nevertheless, the Audit Commission has recommendeperiod. All States and Territories will have to plan for this,
teacher cuts in South Australia based on a national averagand that is acknowledged, but it will be something that will
which clearly is about to change. Considering such factors ase especially important, particularly in the short term, for
ageing teachers and a predicted reduction in the number §ueensland, which in population terms is developing very
new graduates, we will not be able to handle the predictecapidly, and already there are shortages in Queensland in
demand. This may produce significant costs for the Goverrrelation to teacher numbers. One of the aspects we will have
ment, as it did in the 1970s. My questions are: to look at here in South Australia is increasing the mobility

1. Is the Minister aware of this report by the Australianof our teacher graduates. Clearly, we will need to be able to
Council of Deans of Education, and has he read it? employ some of those in the South Australian system as

2. What are the ramifications of the report in Southteachers grow older, retire or die. We will need to replace
Australia for teacher training? them with new graduates, but equally there needs to be

3. Can South Australia afford to reduce its pool ofincreased mobility and some of our graduates will need to be
experienced teachers at a time when a shortage of qualifiguolepared to move, not only to the Northern Territory as they
teachers is imminent? are at the moment, but also to other States, such as

4. Can South Australia afford to abandon teacheQueensland in particular, where there will be increased
registration at a time when a shortage of teachers will lead toumbers.

a lower standard of applicant being considered for employ- The second point is that the potential shortages and areas
ment, as happened in the 1960s and 1970s? of concern to South Australia are notimmediate, as the Hon.

The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: | have seen some extracts of what Mr Elliott has suggested. The problem of numbers will occur
has become known as the Adey report and have had aowards the end of this decade, in particular the last few years
opportunity to skim read it. | am planning to meet in the notof this decade, and certainly in the early part of the next
too distant future with Mr Adey and one of the other authorscentury. We have some time. Itis an important issue, and the
of that report to look at the ramifications of what was adepartment is working on it. | will be meeting with Kym
national report for the South Australian education systemAdey and others in relation to the report as we seek to plan
Clearly the department is already considering the possibltr the future. In relation to teacher numbers—the third and
ramifications of that report. Obviously we need to check thdourth aspects of the honourable member's question—as |

assumptions that are made therein— said, the potential problems, if any, will occur in the latter
The Hon. M.J. Elliott: Why are you still paying out part of this decade and the early part of the next century. At
packages if you cannot get the numbers right? the moment we have almost 4 000 unemployed teacher-
The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: Do you want an answer or do you trained persons here in South Australia, so certainly no-one
want to keep talking? can suggest that in the South Australian context now or for
The PRESIDENT: Order! The Minister will answer the the immediate future we have a teacher shortage.
question, and the questioner will cease interjecting. This potential problem is an issue that the governments of

The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: Thank you, Mr President. The the latter part of this decade and early next century will
officers in my department are currently investigating theclearly have to address. Clearly there is a responsibility for
assumptions made in the report to see whether indeed they atés Government to enter into discussions with Mr Adey and
fair, valid and accurate assumptions in relation to potentiabthers in relation to planning for the latter part of the decade
surpluses or shortages and in relation to the particular timand the early part of the next century. With respect to the
frame. | do not think even the Hon. Mr Elliott would suggestfourth and final part of the question in relation to teacher
that we need to accept word for word every report that isegistration and the Teacher Registration Board, the Govern-
produced by an academic or a number of distinguisheehent will be announcing its position in relation to that in the
academics from any of our universities in South Australia ocoming two weeks prior to the COAG meeting which the
other States and Territories. Premier will be attending, and | am not in a position today to

We would certainly like to check the assumptions to seéndicate the Government’s position on that matter.
whether we agree with those sorts of projections. | would The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: As a supplementary question:
agree with the Hon. Mr Elliott, and he and other membersf the Minister looks at this matter and finds that the shortage
would know that this question of when you turn off the tapis earlier than he expected, will he acknowledge that in those
in relation to teacher institutions and with what time lags hagircumstances laying off experienced teachers at this time is
been a vexeduestion for the past 30 or 40 years. Inevitably,not a wise move?
the Federal Government through its funding and also teacher The Hon. R.l. LUCAS: | will not answer hypothetical
training institutions turns off the tap too late and then fails toguestions. The position that the Hon. Mr Elliott is putting to
turn it on early enough in relation to potential future short-me is that this report is a reputable report, produced by
ages. If this is an accurate report, it highlights to all governreputable persons within the teacher education community.
ments in Australia as an early warning sign that teacheyve will have a look at it and, as | said, make a judgment
training institutions may well have to turn on the tap earlienwhether or not we agree with those assumptions and then we
than they otherwise might have anticipated in relation tayill make our decision about what we intend to do in relation
teacher shortages. One of the essential features of that repgstywhat might be a teacher shortage at some time before the
is that the major demand for teachers will be not in Southend of the decade.

Australia but in the rapidly developing population—

The Hon. M.J. Elliott interjecting: EWS PACKAGES

The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: The Hon. Mr Elliott ought to
look at the report. It states that there will be demand in all The Hon. G. WEATHERILL: | seek leave to make a
States. | am saying that the greatest demand will be ibrief explanation before asking the Minister for Education
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and Children’s Services, representing the Minister for DISORDERLY BEHAVIOUR

Industry, Manufacturing, Small Business and Regional

Development, a question about the EWS. The PRESIDENT: | have an answer to a question that
Leave granted. was asked by the Hon. George Weatherill on 22 February. |
The Hon. G. WEATHERILL: When the Liberal @apologise for the slowness of the response, but we did have

Government took power in this State it offered packages t& 90 through a number of organisations and the city council
EWS personnel. According to what the workers told me !0 come to this conclusion. My response is: further to my
when they went to their managers to find out what was goiné€Ply to a question asked by the Hon. Mr Weatherill on 22
to happen to their department, about how radically it wa ebruary last about people being accosted outside Parllament
going to be reduced, they were given no information whatsotiouse, | am able to advise that arrangements are in hand to
ever. Even today, management cannot advise workers abdiProve the lighting in the area. A flood lamp will be
what is happening in the EWS, just that these packages ha{gounted on a pole at the front of the Parliament House
been targeted to certain people. Many people have grabb@glldlng to illuminate the south-west corner and a bright light
packages and run with them because they believed thé/ylll be affixed abpve the south-west members’ door at the
would not have a job in the future and felt that they had bettePasement of Parliament House.
start looking after their future.

The EWS has kept certain people on, yet people who
applied for a package have not been able to get one, and | ENERGY SUPPLIES
refer to district watermen. The EWS has got rid of all )
emergency watermen and has no day shift, afternoon shiftor The Hon. ANNE LEVY: | seek leave to make a brief
night shift. Some of the district watermen who remain didexplanation before asking the Leader of the Government,
want a package but have been refused it. The people on thgpresenting the Minister for Industry, Manufacturing, Small
service trucks have been classed as the best people in tBgsiness and Regional Development, a question about future
department and they have been refused a package. Als®)ergy plans.
sewer operations people are unlicensed. Many years ago they
applied for licences because the work they carried out was

covered by plumbers but, because the work was done by a The Hon. ANNE LEVY: At least five members of this
State Government department, sewer operations worketshamber are aware of the fact that the Statutory Authorities
were allowed to carry out such work unlicensed within thereview Committee is undertaking an examination of ETSA.
department and could not work outside the department anfinere may be many others who are equally aware of this
they could not go moonlighting. Certainly, that is one reasozommittee’s work. Part of the terms of reference include the
they were refused a licence many years ago. future role of Leigh Creek mine for electricity generation and
In offering packages, the EWS did not go into thealternative options for future electricity supply in South
department or at least it was not concerned about the peopistralia, including total benefits to South Australia, and to
to whom it offered packages. Workers in the sewer operationsxamine past and possible future electricity demand growth
area have been doing the job for about 30 years. If thecenarios with respect to generation and fuel supply strat-
Government offers this work to private enterprise, as it haggies. The Conservation Council has drawn to my attention
been talking about doing, such work would obviously go tothat prior to the last election the Liberal Party policy stated
plumbers, although it would probably cost much more. Thesehat it would ensure that within 10 years 20 per cent of the
workers cannot transfer from the department to the contragttate’s energy would be derived from renewable energy
plumbing area because they do not have a licence. Somesources—a huge proportion of our energy requirements to
payouts have been offered to people whom the departmesbme from renewable energy sources.
really needs until it gets contractors in but they have been told
that, because they did not get a package in the first place, Does the Liberal Party still hold with this policy and, if so,
which they were refused, they will get about $5 000 less thafan the Minister give the timetable for achieving that 20 per
the people the department did not want and paid off first. Mycent derived from renewable energy sources, as | presume

Leave granted.

questions to the Minister are as follows: that not all of it will happen in the tenth year, but that it will
1. Will the Minister reinstate the package to these worker®€ Staged over the 10 years? Such information will be
at the same level it was prior to 27 July? necessary for the Statutory Authorities Review Committee

0 examine energy and fuel requirements for South Australia
d will, of course, be of equal relevance to ETSA and the
?eorking party set up by the Premier and Cabinet to look into

2. Will he also investigate the position concerning thet
sewer operations team and see whether it is possible to gi
these people a licence, which | believe they are entitled t
because they have more expertise than people who &
licensed plumbers?

TSA. They would certainly need to take account of the fact
hat only 80 per cent of the State’s energy requirements
) L . . would be coming from non-renewable energy sources if such
3. Will the Minister also look into the area of service was to occur, plus the staging in of this huge proportion

trucks and the type of work they carry out? . .
. . ) coming from renewable energy sources. | hope the Minister
4. Will he also consider the different watermen who are g 9y P

he fi K h | K h hev h can give a definitive answer in this area, or is this to be
the Tirst workers that people speak to when they have g erely regarded as another election promise which will be
problem in the department?

broken and which the various inquiries into ETSA should
The Hon. R.l. LUCAS: | am aware that the Government i?nore completely?

has been giving some consideration to the question o

separation packages, not just in the EWS but across the whole The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: | shall be pleased to refer that
public sector. | will refer the honourable member’s questiongjuestion to my colleague in another place and bring back a
to the Minister and bring back an early reply. reply.
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VIETNAMESE LANGUAGE STUDIES Viethamese language on all counts must be a priority. My
guestions to the Minister are:
The Hon. BERNICE PFITZNER: |seekleavetomake 1. Why is the teaching of Vietnamese at the University
a brief explanation before asking the Minister for Educationof Adelaide accorded such a low priority?

and Children's Services, representing the Minister for 2 |sthere an agenda to cut out the Vietnamese language
Employment, Training and Further Education, a questiorrourse completely?

about Vietnamese language studies. 3. If not, why has the course been allocated such a low
Leave granted. _ status that there is only one full-time equivalent staff with no
The Hon. BERNICE PFITZNER: It has been brought gjiever for illness or study leave, and why are only two out

to my attention that the Vietnamese language course at thg e three levels of the Vietnamese language course being
University of Adelaide is under threat of termination. In 1993 1,2 4e available in one academic year?

we note that for Chinese studies there were six full-time 4. Will the Minister look into the consolidation of the

ggugﬁéesgt :zﬁgi;,n%véhengflejd;r;ttlsiﬁgréawexai 113]:'lﬁ|'_t'i:n?(/ietnamese language course with security for the one full-
e Bivalent staff and a student/staff ratio of 11.3 Howeverﬁme equivalent staff and the addition of an extra full-time
q . ; o taff so that the Vietnamese language course can at least be
w.e;nameze Stt/Ud'?fs has Ofnllé c()ine full-ime equivalent staffy ,» anteed credibility and not just be a token course?
with a student/staff ratio of 16.6. o .
In 1994 we note that for Chinese studies the full-time l;gg‘;:lg?r'] F;rl{ol_tggrpbslécl:;Vgllnrgf‘te)rr;[:gslfaqcllie:tlrzgf;oAn;ythe

equivalent was seven and the student/staff ratio was 11. 0 bl b d k . ities in_ South
Thatis an increase of one staff member and an accompanyiryourable member would Know, universities in Sout
stralia and nationally are largely laws unto themselves in

decrease in the student/staff ratio from 13.4 to 11.5. For

Japanese studies the staffing and student/staff ratio Wefglation to theirown_ governance and practice._Nev_ertheIess,
similar to 1993; that is, 11 full-time equivalent staff and a' &M Sure that the Minister will have an interest in this mater,
student/staff ratio of 11.5. However, for Viethamese studieé‘nOI | will bring back a reply as soon as possible.

we have the same one full-time equivalent staff with the
student/staff ratio increasing from 16.6 to 17.

We also note that Vietnamese subjects offered in the . .
Centre for Asian Studies are taught on a rotational basis; that 'I;he I;I_on. LGf ROBEkRTS' {hsee:\(/l!eg\{e tofmal;_e a b”eft
is, there are three levels of Viethamese classes which ha\?gp anation r? OI\DF as '?g H el h iister for ransapor '
Vietnamese 1 for beginners, Viethamese 2, which follows oﬁ. presenting the Minister for Health, a question on radioac-
from Vietnamese 1, and is also for matriculation students, antdlVe cartage.

Vietnamese 3, which follows from Vietnamese 2, for honours  -€ave granted. _
secondary students. The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: Current signage for the

The pattern of rotation, therefore, for 1993 would becartage of radioactive materials is fairly obvious to members
Vietnamese 2 and 3; for 1994 Vietnamese 1 and 3: and fd¥f the public and emergency services when called upon to
1994-95 Vietnamese 1 and 2, and so on. Thus, for angeal vyith any clean_-up (_)f danger_ous or hazardous waste
particular year there is one level missing. If anyone wants t@ssociated with radioactive material. | sincerely hope that
take that particular level of Viethamese in that year, it is justhere will be more integration of State legislation into Federal
too bad. Further, if that one full-time equivalent is ill or goes/edislation so that it does not have to have sign changes at
on study leave—and | quote in part a letter from the head dporders, and I think such discussions are taking place. My
the Centre for Asian Studies. Mr A. Watson—‘the concernis that currently there are applications for exemption
Vietnamese program for that yea; will not be taught.’ to the State’s .Iavys in relation to ra}dioactive cartage. Is the

Further, | have another memo from Mr Watson, the headriealth Commission currently considering an application for
of the Centre for Asian Studies, with regard to the strategi€xemption for vehicles carrying radioactive materials from
directions working party’s proposals for faculty restructuring.displaying outside signage in this State, and, if so, what are
In point 9, regarding possible units for a configuration of thisthe grounds for the application?
new interdisciplinary model—and the departments mentioned The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: | will refer that question
are anthropology and, in particular, Chinese, English, Frencfi¢ my colleague in another place and bring back a reply.
German and Japanese languages—\Vietnamese seems to be
missing. RADIO COMMUNICATIONS

We also note that in th&dvertiserof 18 December 1992,
entitled ‘Federal funding boosts university places, the The Hon. SANDRA KANCK: | seek leave to make a
Minister for Higher Education and Employment ServicesPrief explanation before asking the Attorney-General,
said: representing the Minister for Emergency Services, a question

South Australian universities will receive $16.7 million in 1994 about radio communications facilities for South Australian
and $18.5 million in 1995 to boost an addition of 390 university Waters.
places. Leave granted.

The funding was to go to Flinders University for migrant  The Hon. SANDRA KANCK: On a recent visit to Port
bridging projects and the University of Adelaide would Lincoln, a number of locals raised with me their concerns
receive funding for Vietnamese language courses. about the inadequacy of radio communications with commer-

Further, our Premier has also emphasised the importanegal and recreational boats and planes in and over South
of trade with Asia, and Vietnam in particular is one of the Australian waters. They pointed out that since the closure
fastest growing economies. We also note that Viethamesearly in 1993 of the Federal Government run radio communi-
migrants represent one of our largest and most industrious chtions base at McLaren Vale there had been seven deaths,
recent groups of arrivals. Therefore, the teaching of théncluding most recently that of a Ceduna tuna fisherman, Mr

RADIOACTIVE MATERIAL
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Tom Holder, as a result of air and sea accidents in theiwere introduced in the House of Assembly: a mining Act
region. native title amendment Bill; one relating to land acquisition;
An article in theAdvertiserof 27 July 1994 reported and one relating to the Environment, Resources and Develop-
comments of Mr Tony Holder, son of Mr Tom Holder, on the ment Court. The background to those Acts was to ensure that
closure of the Adelaide communications base. Among othen those areas our legislation was not inconsistent with the
things, Mr Holder said that emergency radio communicationfRacial Discrimination Act and, where necessary, not
organisations in Perth and Melbourne were not familiar withnconsistent with the Native Title Act.
local conditions. In the case of Tom Holder, the radio call |thought|also indicated last week—but if | did not then
went from the boat to Perth, which sent a message tbdo so now—that Parliamentary Counsel and officers in the
Canberra, and a plane was sent out from Melbourne. Crown Solicitor’s office have been through something like
| am told that boats are now only contactable for abou#’5 Acts of the State Parliament, and more are in the pipeline.
four hours per day: two hours early in the morning and twoThere are amendments of a technical nature to about 33 of
hours late in the evening. Outside these times, many ai@iose so far, and those amendments again follow the same
forced to operate radio communications systems illegally itheme of the amendments which have been proposed in the
order to ensure that any problems experienced by boats atfepislation introduced in the House of Assembly in the last
planes off the South Australian coast can be ascertained agssion; that is, to ensure that our legislation is not inconsis-
soon as they occur. A number of husbands and wivetent with the Racial Discrimination Act and, where appropri-
involved in the tuna fishing industry have pirate transmittersate, not inconsistent with the Commonwealth Native Title
and prearranged contact times. In addition, there are a fefyct. That legislation will be broughtin, I would expect, in at
‘pirate’ radio operators keeping their own watching brief. My least a few weeks’ time for consideration by the Parliament.
questions to the Minister are: We are seeking to put in place a framework which will
1. Hasthe Minister raised any of these concerns with thenable native title to be recognised and claims to be dealt
Federal Minister for Communications and, if not, why not?with consistently with the Commonwealth legislation. The
If he has, what was the outcome? legislation we are introducing is not in any way adversely
2. Will the Minister give an undertaking to establish moreaffected by either the intervention in the High Court, the
satisfactory communication facilities or arrangements witHCommonwealth Native Title Act or any other piece of
boats and planes in or over South Australian wat&s®™  legislation. We are acknowledging that there is a framework
the Minister provide any assistance to those people who atBere for the resolution of native title claims or for making
informally operating radio communications facilities for the orders that there are no native title claims in respect of a
protection of these boats and planes until more satisfactoigarticular piece of land within the framework of State law, as

radio communications arrangements can be made? well as the Commonwealth Native Title Act. That is the
The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: | will refer those questionsto framework within which we are operating. In respect of the
my colleague in another place and bring back a reply. Native Title Act, a number of provisions do not need so-
called ‘complementary’ State legislation. States are given
MABO some options—for example, in relation to whether or not they

establish a separate State native title tribunal. We have said
The Hon. T. CROTHERS: | seek leave to make a brief that we believe that the Environment, Resources and
explanation before asking the Attorney-General a questioDevelopment Court, in conjunction with the Supreme Court,
about the Mabo legislation. are the best forums for dealing with those issues at a State
Leave granted. level. But, because of the Native Title Act there is a great deal
The Hon. T. CROTHERS: In an answer the Attorney- of uncertainty about the effectiveness of that, and that is one
General gave to a question asked of him by the Leader of thef the areas on which we have made representations to the
Opposition in this Chamber last week, the Attorney indicatedCommonwealth and others for amendment to the Common-
on behalf of the South Australian Government that hiswealth Act, to ensure that there is a final decision which can
Government had decided to join with Western Australia inbe taken either on the Commonwealth Native Title Act or in
appealing certain sections of the Act in question. He furthethe Environment, Resources and Development Court and
indicated that the South Australian case would be a limitedvhich subsequently puts beyond doubt the issue of whether
one, which would go to challenging only a very few aspect®or not native title exists in respect of a particular piece of
of the Act. In a supplementary question asked by me, théand.
Attorney indicated that he did not understand the nature of A number of other issues arise under the Commonwealth
my question, and subsequently that appeared to be the casitive Title Act on which we have said there should be
In order to obtain an answer to the question and in fairnesamendments. However, they are not the subject of the
to him, I now direct the following question to the Attorney. intervention in the High Court but they are the subject of
Can he indicate to the Council whether or not his Governmentomment. Representations have been made to the Common-
will address the many elements of Mabo which are not undewrealth to identify the nature of the complexity of the
challenge by the South Australian Government with a viewCommonwealth Act, the nature of the difficulty in making the
to introducing necessary complementary legislation to thosthing work, and the long time delays which will arise as a
State Acts over which the South Australian Parliament hasesult of the complicated processes that have been set in place
legislative responsibility and which impinge on or are atby the Commonwealth Native Title Act. That is the frame-
cross-purposes with Mabo in order to ensure the effectivenesgork. | hope that now adequately addresses (although | think
and good working of those sections of the Federal Act thak did adequately address them before) the issues which the
are not currently under challenge in the courts by the Southonourable member raised.
Australian Government? The Hon. T. CROTHERS: | have a supplementary
The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: Ithought | had answered that question. Is the Attorney’s answer to my question ‘Yes,’ ‘No’
last week. | have indicated that in the last session three Biller ‘Maybe’?
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The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: It is not possible to give a moved on a little bit since 1977. As | indicated by way of an
‘Yes’ or ‘No’ answer to it. | put it in— interjection, 17 years ago is a pretty long bow to be stretching

The Hon. T. Crothers interjecting: in relation to decisions and attitudes. As | indicated, the

The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: Well, maybe. | have putitinto whole world in relation to shop trading hours has moved on.
a context which I think accurately reflects the position of thel have been in this Parliament for only some 12 years, but |

State Government. can remember that the sky was going to fall in when we
allowed red meat sales to be moved away from 9 to 5 or
TRADING HOURS whatever it was, and then—

. An honourable member: That's what the previous
The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: | seek leave to make a brief Ggvernment did.
explanation before asking the Leader of the Council, The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: That was the previous Govern-
representing the Premier, a question about shop trading houfsent. We were not going to have butchers left in South
Leave granted. ) Australia as a result of that decision. Secondly, in another
TheHon. M.J. ELLIOTT: |was readinddansarddated  gepate (although | cannot remember how long ago it was)
1 November 1977, when the Premier—although he was nGjjith regard to Saturday trading, again the whole world was
then the Premier—made a contribution. | will quote dlrectlygoing to fall in as a result of that decision. The point | make

from that debate. He said— to the honourable member is that it is a long bow to be
The Hon. C.J. Sumner:What year was that? stretching to go back nearly two decades. As | have said, | am
The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: 1977, November 1: Mr Dean syre that the Hon. Mr Elliott has moved on from some of the

Brown. views he held at that time. Indeed, in 1976 or 1977—I cannot
The Hon. R.1. Lucas: That’s 17 years ago. remember the exact year—he was actually a research officer

The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: But | think the issue is a with the Liberal Party.
fairly clear one, so | do not think it is something that would  The Hon. M.J. Elliott interjecting:

have dated. The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: Well, either 1975 or 1976, when
Members interjecting: he was one of the leading lights in the Unley or Mitcham
The PRESIDENT: Order! Young Liberal set, through the southern suburbs of Adelaide.
Members interjecting: So, the Hon. Mr Elliott has moved on in his own political
The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: You are getting touchy thinking and, as | said, it is therefore a very long bow to be
already. | am quoting Dean Brown— going back to 1977. The point that | would make with respect
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: You probably wrote the to that part of the question asked by the Hon. Mr Elliott as to
speech. whether the Premier was in conflict with the Minister, Mr
The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: If I did it would be a very  Ingerson, the simple answer is ‘No.’ The decision that was
good speech. taken and announced by the Minister yesterday had the full
The Hon. C.J. Sumner: Were you a Liberal? | didn't support of the Premier. However, | will refer the honourable
know that. member’s questions, even though | did make some general
The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: The Liberals do notwantto comments, to the Premier to see whether he would like to
know about this one. | quote: make some further comments over and above those that |

Our insistence that Parliament have a say is now proving to bBave made on his behalf.
most worthwhile. The Minister has attacked the Liberal Party The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: As a supplementary question,
previously for not allowing the matter to be dealt with entirely by the e issue was not shop trading hours: it was whether or not
Industrial Commission. In fact, recommendations were made in th?h . ' . : .
report of the Royal Commission, but the final decision is still in theth® Premier still held the same views about the important role
hands of this Parliament, and that is where it should be. At no stagdat Parliament plays in making decisions, and whether he
has the Minister, or anyone from the back-bench, adequately deniegliill address that question.

tha'EI_EarIiameglt tho‘lgd degfngLnte sEoppingz ho]yrs_. totally outof D€ Hon. R.I.LUCAS: | do not know whether that was
e member for Ross Smith took a quote of mine totally out o . o .
context, in which | said that the hours and working conditions of Statement or a question, but | have indicated that | will refer

people employed within the shopping industry should be determinethe honourable member’s question to the Premier and bring
by the Industrial Commission. True, | made that statement, but | alshack a reply.

referred to wages and working conditions, and | went on to point out

that the issue of the hours in which a shop should be allowed to open )

or shut should be made here in Parliament. WOMEN'S BUDGET

He made that statement three times in his contribution to that The Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES: | direct my question

Bill. _ to the Minister for the Status of Women. Will there be a
An honourable member:Who is that? women’s budget this year? If not, why not?

The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: That is Dean Brown, the  The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: We will have to wait and
current Premier. | ask the Leader, representing the Premigee.
in this place: is the Premier now in conflict with the Minister
for Industrial Affairs as a consequence of the announcement DISORDERLY BEHAVIOUR
made by the Minister for Industrial Affairs yesterday, or has
in fact the Premier now changed his mind about whether or The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: | direct my question to you,
not Parliament should be the body that decides shop tradindr President. In your reply to a question asked by the Hon.
hours? And has he also therefore recanted his promise befawr Weatherill in relation to persons being accosted in front
the election to bring much greater accountability of theof Parliament House, you stated that extra lighting would be
Government to the Parliament? provided. Do you, Sir, think the lighting will prevent the
The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: It might surprise the Hon. Mr accostings? If not, do you think the accostings will become
Elliott and the Australian Democrats but the whole world hagnore public?
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The PRESIDENT: | thank the honourable member for for local news. As | understand the proposal, each State will
his question. | will research the matter and give him a privatdave its own State-based news and current affairs program
answer. to be shown at 6.30, followed by a national news program at
7 p.m., and that is to be followed by a new national current
affairs program at 7.30 p.m. It has been further reported that
the ABC Managing Director indicated that there was already
‘in principle’ board approval. He is reported as saying that
three critical board members had approved, in principle, the
proposed changes. | have been advised that the proposal was

YANKALILLA SIGNS initiated by the national head of television and radio news,
) . Chris Anderson, who is also based in Sydney. | also under-
The Hon. R.D. LAWSON: | move: stand that the proposal was supported by the head @t 3te

Thglt District CO(;JHC“ OZfSYSJmKa'Tgagay-la(\j/VI Ng- 34t ﬁo?cglminfgthRepormrogram, Philip Chubb, and the national editomdf
movable signs, mace on 23 June and laid on the table ot thi§ews Peter Monkton. Indeed, David Hill, the Managin
Co_unc'l on2 Augl_JSt 1994, be disallowed. . Director, has also been strong in his support. I
This by-law, as its name suggests, relates to movable signs ag | understand it, there are two reasons why this proposal
on streets and footpaths. It includes provisions for the issuingyg peen put forward. First, the proposals have been driven
by the District Council of Yankalilla of licences for movable by poor ratings in Sydney in relation to tR8C Newsand
signs, and the by-law deals with other matters relating to sucffje 7.30 Reportand in Melbourne in relation to the.30
signs. , Report There has also been a slight decrease in ratings in

Section 370 of the Local Government Act permits andre|ation to the7.30 Reportn other States. Secondly, it is the
empowers councils to prohibit and regulate movable signs;iew of the ABC management that it should have a national
and many South Augtrahan councils have_ _exermsed thaﬁews program as its flagship. It would appear that this
power. However, section 370 does not spe.uflcallly authorlsgroposm has not been properly thought out and, certainly
the issue of licences or the charging of licensing fees fofyhiist suiting the high fliers in Sydney, it does nothing but
movable signs. In this respect, section 370 can be contrasteghinish the status of local news and as a consequence
with oth_erprovisions that do specifically authorise licensinggiminishes the role and responsibility of ordinary people
of certain other matters. o _working in local areas throughout South Australia and

This matter was considered by the Legislative Reviewastralia.

Committee, which took the view that the by-law is not  There has been little consultation with staff and, indeed,
authorised by section 370 of the Local Government Act. Thig, 10-day period between the time of announcing the proposal
is a view which accords with_ a_IegaI opinion obtained _by thegnd the time of decision is simply not enough for proper
Local Government Association of South Australia. If consultative processes to take place. One cannot help but
Parliament considers that the licensing of movable signs ifyink that the ABC is revisiting the past disaster of the failed
an appropriate response to the undoubted problems creatg@tional program, which was a one hour mix of news and
by this form of advertising, the committee considered that the,rrent affairs starting at 6.30 p.m., introduced in 1985.
Local Government Act itself should be amended to make aAn honourable member interjecting:
specific provision for such licensing. In the meantime, ifthis  The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: It absolutely bombed. That
motion is carried, the District Council of Yankalilla will be jj-fated program demonstrated beyond doubt that the sort of
free to adopt the measures which many other councils haygogram mix that has been suggested by Mr Hill will be an
adopted in relation to movable signs, but without theapsolute disaster and will inevitably fail. Members will
offensive provisions relating to licensing. | commend theremember that the nationally-based program had the effect
motion to the House. of nearly losing the entire ABC audience that it had managed
. to accumulate over its then 29-year history. It took approxi-

The Hon. ANNE LEVY secured the adjournment of the ) te1y five years following the s)(/:rapping 0¥that progrr.)aF;n for
debate. the ABC to regain its former share of the audience. That
AUSTRALIAN BROADCASTING CORPORATION experiment on the part of the ABC can be described as

PROGRAMS nothing less than a disaster, both from the ABC's point of
view and also from the viewing public’s point of view.
The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: | move: Mr Hill has also gone on record as saying that there will

be no loss of jobs. That may well be the case. However, one

That this Parliament deplores the reported proposals concerni
the changes to the production of local current affairs and newrgJoes not need to be a Rhodes scholar to work out that you do

programs of the Australian Broadcasting Corporation and furthePot need two local presenters for one local program and that
calls on the ABC not to reduce local production of current affairs and/ou do not need two local producers for one local program.

News programs in any way. What is to happen to these people? There has been no
In rising to speak to the motion, | draw members’ attentiondetailed advice forthcoming from the leadership of the ABC
to an article that appeared in tBgdney Morning Heralthst ~ as to where they are to go. Which one are we to lose—Leigh
Thursday in which it was reported that the ABC would scrapMcClusky or Shane Dannatt? Will they take on a reporting
all State-based 7 o’clock television news ah@0 Report role, or perhaps be relocated to Sydney? Are we to see night
programs next year and replace them with new nationafter night two presenters who have absolutely no local
programs. It was reported that the proposal would be deaknowledge of what occurs in South Australia?

with by the ABC board on Friday of this week. | am also somewhat astounded by the approach of the

The proposals are nothing more than a relegation and ABC concerning this hellbent desire to have national

denigration of local news and an indication of the degree oprograms. It already has national programs. It has a national
arrogance that the centralised Eastern State-based ABC holdews program and a national current affairs program in the
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form of Latelineon most evenings throughout the week. Theywill result in the loss of jobs for the people who are involved
are also a ratings disaster. in presenting local news to the people of South Australia?
The Hon. Carolyn Pickles:It's a good program. There is also the issue of the deadline. As a politician one
The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: It's a good program but no- is always conscious of the deadlines of the media and one
one watches it, and that is the tragedy. But the ABC is goingISO knows that théBC Newsand the7.30 Reportsimply
to adopt exactly the same model at 7 o’clock so that it caR€cause of their time sl_ots, ha\(e a later Qeadllne. Half an hour
have two disasters on the same night. It is not as though thef@n Mmake an extraordinary difference in the production of
is a lack of current affairs programs on television. Night afte?€Ws and current affairs. One only has to compare the current
night we have the two nationally based ABC programs lat&luality of the reporting of local news on t#e3C Newsand
in the evening, and we also have national news programs di'th its commercial competitors. _
Channel 7 and Channel 10. But what does Mr Hill propose? The Hon. Anne Levy: Do you think that is the only
Yet another nationally-based current affairs and new&€ason? i i ,
program. It might well fit in with his numbers, and it might  T1he Hon. A.J. REDFORD: | think that is a substantial
well increase the status of various people involved at the tof£ason. | think also they have a longer time slot to fill. But it
of the ABC triangle, but it does nothing for South Australia. 91Ves a greater opportunity for the ABC to explore the issues,
One only has to look at th@.30 Report Summer Editipn and quite often when you watékBC Newsyou get a broader
which is a nationally-based product. Itis clear that the rating§°Vverage, and I would suspect that one of the reasons for that
for that program are significantly lower than those which'S that the ABC has had more time to get its news together.

currently prevail for the7.30 Reportwhich contains local The Hon. Carolyn Pickles: They do not get to the
content. football until about 20 past 7.

Media concentration is another issue. It is important for, The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: Yes, of course, | am back on

the ABC to note that there has been a substantial concentréfjIle of the Centurpy 20 past 7; you can learn about the

tion of media controls throughout Australia. In only two cities rows by reading thAdvert!ser In my view, there are many
are there newspapers not owned and controlled by NeuRccasions where the ABC is advantaged by that, and if these

Corporation. We have a one-paper town. The concentra’tio?lr()po.Sals are ado_pted that advantage will disappear. Anot_her
of current affairs and news in the hands of a centralised officéSsue is that Mr Hill has reported that some local news wil

has a real risk of reducing broad coverage of current affair e reported natiqnally. I have to say that | treat that with some
egree of suspicion. | can say, from the reports of many

in this country. : ; . .
| d also at the 6.30 ti ot. Iti ; d.people who are involved in reporting of national news from
am concermed aiso at the b.5uime Siot. IS an exraortig,is 'siate  that their Sydney colleagues are not interested

nanlly poor t'L"e SIO; S}O far7as the Ag’% IS cfonc?fr]ned.ll \|/ery nless the story demonstrates that South Australia is either
rarely arrive home before 7 p.m. and thereiore the only loc wacky State, a crime State or, alternatively, there is a story

news that | see on television is at 7 p.m. on the ABC. Under monumental proportion such as the NCA bombing

i[he ﬁ)rt'oiaos.a_ls promulgatgc: by Mr H'I: | will bf c:enleq ?r?yt Not even the royal commission was properly and regularly
I\(;Ica € e\f/|3|o_n nelws, aln baf.“ surel z?jm no g?ne N Nakenorted on a national basis, particularly when one has regard

any professional people, business leaders and farmers Wofg yq extraordinary local interest in that topic. A comparison
long hours, and the ABC news is about the only opportunity, today'sAdvertiserwith today's Sydney Morning Herald
that they get to ha}ve local content. The same applies to ﬂ"ﬁill probably give the nearest hint as to what we will get if
7.30 Report It might well be that the ratings are low. this proposal proceeds

However, as | understand it there has been very little The Hon. Anne Levy: Lateline never mentions South
qualitative study on who watches what programs. In my VieWAustraIi a ' '

it would be extremely wrong for opinion-makers and leaders The Hon. A.J. REDEORD: It never mentions South
of this community to be denied a local news program simply, et X

b th K h d ble t ive at thea ustralia. Yesterday we made a decision which affects the
ecause they work long hours and are unable 1o arrve at theyly; y, jjyes of ordinary South Australians; | refer to shopping
homes to watch television prior to the 7 p.m. news.

) i hours. There was not one mention of shopping hours in the
_The question also arises as to what the local news Progragydney Morning HeraldThere was no news of the amalga-
will be up against. It will be up againgt Current Affairand  mation of Glenelg and South Adelaide football teams. There
Real Life Traditionally, it has always been a difficulttime to \yas no news on the extraordinary revelations in the Coroner’s
be filled by the ABC. | understand that not sirigellbirdhas  coyrt with regard to the treatment of those very unfortunate
there been a program which has rated highly prior to the Eniidren.

p.m. news bulletin. The Hon. T.G. Roberts: Or the upgrading of the Mount

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | used to watctBellbird. Mclntyre Road.

The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: So did I, with Charlie The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: No stories on the upgrading
Cousins and all of those. There are many reasons for thisf the Mount Mcintyre Road, as the Hon. Mr Roberts points
Mr Hill wants local news to be relegated to what ordinarily out. In theSydney Morning Heraldve have a story on the
in ABC news terms is a dead time slot. That underlines thé&ope getting stuck into Iran’s war on abortion; a story on
arrogance of the proposal and demonstrates the arrogance gndwing fears in relation to inflation; and, interestingly
contempt that is held by Sydney-based bosses for local nevesiough, a story on the increase in Australian content in
and current affairs. | remind members of the sad demise gfrograms on television. We also had a storyRmniscilla,
the Susan Mitchell program. The justification for that demise€Queen of the Deseiit the United States. Quite frankly,
was poor ratings. What | am concerned about is that, if we gairdinary South Australians took a back seat—
poor ratings in our local news program at 6.30, is that going The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: And not so ordinary.
to be the end of local news so far as the ABC is concerned? The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: And not so ordinary—took
Is this the thin end of the wedge? Is the ABC merelya back seat to a very important issue, shopping hours.
purporting to set up local news for its ultimate demise, which  The Hon. Anne Levy interjecting:
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The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: They may well be, but the First, there is less flexibility in the presentation of news
Advertiserdoes perform an important role, albeit that it and current affairs. Ordinary South Australians have different
performs that role on its own. | do not criticise tBgdney priorities as far as their news needs are concerned compared
Morning Herald it has a Sydney market. It is a good paperwith people in Queensland or Western Australia. We have
and it is aimed at a Sydney market. It is certainly notlocal producers to determine what order of priority news
interested in what— items should be issued to South Australians and also whether

The Hon. Carolyn Pickles: And good journalists. some are even relevant to South Australians. There will also

The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: Yes. It is not interested in be aloss of control in relation to the presentation of programs
what South Australians have, and | think that that is aand less local control in relation to local priorities and what
precursor of what may happen in the future. What willis important. It is my view that local people should determine
happen with local announcements? We often get Ministerpriorities both in programming and in news value for all the
or Leaders of the Opposition making announcements onews we get. This will run counter to the increasing trend in
matters such as shopping hours or the Hindmarsh Islangestern democracies of people becoming more active in their
bridge. What will happen to news on those issues? Thewn local communities and in seeing and controlling the
Hindmarsh Island bridge did not become a national issue untdestiny of their own local communities. This certainly runs
three or four years after the issue was first raised. One cannobunter to that. It is also important to consider thatAfBC
criticise the Eastern States for showing a lack of interest iflNewsis the only news program in my view that has not
it, but the fact is that South Australians have the right to havedopted a tabloid format. By and large, thBC Newss the
these issues raised and to be informed, and this will make @nly true news program in this State. It is not fair on South
much more difficult for the leaders of the State to have accesAustralians to adopt a tabloid approach—

to TeWS-ld I ot that Mr Hil 0 have b The Hon. T. Crothers: What about SBS?
would aiso point out that Vir Hilf appears to have been ., 1, A 3 REDFORD: | accept the Hon. Mr
strangely silent on the fact that, if there is an increase in th%rothers’ interjection that SBS has a neE/)vs program. That is
total time devoted to local news and current affairs, there h S L .
ue. In my view it does no justice to the ABC to look at

not been any suggestion of an equivalent increase in %3 ings and approach a tabloid type process in the presenta-

sources in that area. One has to suspect the genuinenes§.8 :
o . of news and current affairs. The ABC has a greater
Mr Hill's statements in the absence of an announcement Oesponsibility than that which is applied to commercial

an increase in resources to the ABC staff to enable them {Q ~}. . . -
fill a half-hour time slot. If one accepts what Mr Hill says— Stations. Finally, this is yet another occasion where Sydney,

. . . - elbourne or Canberra believes that the centralisation of
and I think he said that we get only seven or eight minutes O%Aecision making and production is the way to go. For many

local material per night—there has to be a threefold increas cars now we have seen business going in precisely the

in resources, based on simple arithmetic, and yet there h S L L
been no announcement of tﬁose increased resgurces ?)posne d|re9t|on,_g|vmg control and respo_n5|b|I|ty to local
" o~people. Yet, in this country we see an increasing trend

m aln:g;nerilsr?t ﬁgg%‘gglf\?vi%b&:tiégﬁ ev,v/iﬁ rlg e\mg?s tr?:r ?ﬁgt ards the centralisqtiqn of decision making, production and
be aware, the ABC has a staff-based representative. In thiS nsumption, and this is _yet another !r?s.tance of that.

case, the staff-based representative, Quentin Dempster, was Recently there were widespread criticisms throughout the
the presenter of the New South Wak80 Reporuntil last ~ COmmunity on the appointment of the former Premier of this
week. He resigned. He has now been offered a plum job>tate, MrJohn Bannon, to the ABC board. Mr Bannon,
heading a five member investigative team, which is expectedghtly or wrongly, has had a cloud over his head and has
to be part of the new national current affairs program. Thif0rne much of the responsibility for the State Bank. Whether
may be seen to be a transparent move by the ABC manag@t not we agree that the responsibility has been rightly placed,

ment to silence Quentin Dempster. and this is not the appropriate place to do it, Mr Bannon has
The Hon. Anne Levy: How often will he come to South & great opportunity to assist and support the State which he
Australia? represented for so long. | would call on Mr Bannon to put a

The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: Absolutely. The point | am Stop to the sort of nonsense that has been promulgated by
really making is whether Mr Dempster, having regard to thig!r Hill. When Mr Hill said in the media that he had spoken
major promotion that he has been offered, is really acting if° three key board representatives, he did not mention
the interests of the employees who elected him to the boaffr Bannon, so | can only assume that Mr Bannon has not
to make decisions in relation to the ABC. Another issue id?&€n consulted on this process. Again, this demonstrates the
that, if one looks at Kerry O’'Brien‘sateline(and | mustsay ~ SOrt of arrogance that Mr Hill is displaying on this topic. He
that | do: | think that in some cases it is a reasonable progranli‘,as consulted three Eastern States representatives, bought off

raising reasonable Eastern States issues), one sees that #g €mployee representative and totally ignored the represen-
a poor rater, but Mr Hill's response to that issue is to put infative from South Australia. One would hope that Mr Bannon

another national program. can lift his stocks in the public eyes by putting a stop to

The Hon. Anne Levy: Most people are in bed. Mr Hill's suggestion.

The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: Thatis true. One alsohasto At the end of the day, it has been disclosed by Mr Chris
look at the fact that two other commercial stations presenfnderson, national head of Television and Radio News, that
national news broadcasts and current affairs programs onthere has been absolutely no market research conducted into
regular basis late in the evening, so why we do we neethese proposals whatsoever. Can members imagine channels
another national-based product, taking up an hour of prim&, 9 and 10 making a major change to their programming
time on ABC TV? lt is ridiculous. Mr Hill has been pretty without any market research whatsoever? Can we imagine
silent on that topic. One must also be concerned about sontleat occurring, yet the ABC, which is publicly funded and
of the technical issues that arise in relation to these changegsaid for by you, Sir, me, and the rest of the Australian
I will summarise them briefly. taxpayers, has undertaken no market research whatsoever.
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The degree of arrogance in that approach and the lack of Smears, regular checks, breast examinations, blood pressure,
consultation is absolutely astounding. In closing, | urge alpickness, qude“els onblmedlcal conditions, Id_eE[)ressmn, ’ChtOIeSbtlerOI'
H omen's medical problems, women's complaints, women's trounles,
member.s to support my motion and contact Mr Bannon an#quiries about HRT, issues relating to reproductive health, advice,
advise him of our concerns about these proposals. At the vegntraception, morning after pill and personal problems.
least, the ABC should give the community time to absorb an . . .
comment on the proposals. There is absolutely no need t he centre also provides counseliing services and one
rush headlong into these proposals and no need to trample Kgppondent cgmmented. _ _ o
the rights and expectations of ordinary local citizens con- | have b?nef'ted grftﬁ'y Wltk? Onft-lf-to-one Co?gse“lng anst;?‘?”_”g
: ; circumstances, both from boosting my confidence and obtaining
fﬁérﬁggaegogftfggl éﬁgﬁ;’eesspec'a”y when these people pg;%ent information I've needed.
' As to groups, one respondent stated:

The Hon. ANNE LEVY secured the adjournment of the  This has been a real challenge, just to turn up and face my fears

debate. and life in general. | feel welcomed very warmly and not as a statistic
which seems to be the case at most of the places | have been before.
WOMEN'S HEALTH CENTRES In response to ‘What did you like about the service?’, of the
many comments made, | will just quote the following:
Adjourned debate on motion of Hon. Carolyn Pickles: The way things are explained, and that it is a women only
That this Council— centre. . The choices given in treatment. The personal one-to-one

1. Supports the retention of stand-alone Women’s Heampasis and it's a much more comfortable and understanding surround-

Centres at Noarlunga, Elizabeth, Adelaide and Port Adelaidgn9S than a doctor's office . The workers are genuinely concerned,
and ¢aring people, who really help! The people who attend groups are

2. Opposes any move by the Liberal Government to integraténderstanding and friendly. Quick (following up on medical
these existing facilities into the mainstream health servicesd€"es). friendly, kind, considerate staff Friendly, profession-
al. . . Their warm and caring services in all aspects in life. Very

(Continued from 3 August. Page 27.) positive. Very comfortable atmosphere. Good information for
dealing with legal, medical and personal issues. Never made to feel

. ; : unacceptable . Tolerance, understanding and compassion. Women
The Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES: | wish to summarise who are at the centre are able to relate to other women'’s is-

some of the points | made when | last spoke to the motionsyes. . Fantastic. . Being treated as a person, not a number and at
The women of South Australia have been successful 0 years of age this means a great deal to me. | feel comfortable and
establishing and maintaining women'’s services for nearly 2@)’;’:&?- ﬁlcjsc?ﬁ’ltftwf:?ohtergglr a ifehst’i;'n%agart‘&\:‘/ éugb grcl)tr’)slzti?:ethtg
years. Itis important to note that women'’s health centres ar&10W | have all this in my district. . Good for general health and
allocated only .15 per cent of the total health budget for Soutkiendship. very diferent place . I like the factthat it is a women
Australia. They provide a clinical and preventive healthonly place where | can be given time to be listened to and be assured

service to women. In addition, they provide an educative anthat my needs are met and questions answered.

preventive health service to groups of women. In response to the question ‘What do you dislike or want
Women's health centres also provide an advocacy oshanged?’, a large number of responses said ‘Nothing’, and
behalf of women'’s health interests at policy and planningother minor responses were about changing days and classes.
levels within the broader health system and monitor andn response to the guestion ‘Does the centre change your
respond to policy documents to ensure a proper inclusion fajuality of life?’, some of the respondents stated:
women’s health interests. The high level of demand for ~ gjyen me a better understanding about myselft encourages
clinical and one-to-one services indicates the relevance ofie. It makes me feel a better personHealthy feeling. | like
women’s health centres to the local community. In factmeeting the girls and it keeps us healthy. Puts me in touch with

demand for medical, nursing and counselling appointment'ge- . . Feeling fitter, meeting friends. Feel fitter, look forward to
eeting people. Gives me a purpose in life and also has helped my

far exc_eeds what can be o_ffe_red. Wome_n’s health _Centre{%alth .. I'feel more comfortable with women at the centre. | can ask
recognise that health status is linked to socio-economic statsout anything and not feel inadequatel feel better about myself.

and that women are disadvantaged in terms of access FKitter and a little more confident. Caring for women’s health—my

economic, political and social resources. health . . Gives me self-esteem, helps me with my arthritis.

: - Confidence to face the stresses of life.
Women are the major users and providers of health caré

and need information in order to make appropriate decisiondd response to the question ‘What difference would it make
The full and informed participation of women in all aspectst0 you or your health if the centre closed or changed its way
of decision making about health and health care is one of thef working?’, some respondents stated:

principal means by which their health is improved and 1would be devastated. Would have to find somewhere else that
maintained. This type of primary health care promotes théealt with women as women, and they are few and far betwedn

health of women and, therefore, also their families, so it igVould be very upset as it is part of my life. There are things that
! ! ’ feel | can approach the centre about that | would not otherwise with

cost effective in the long run. Itis clear that, if women cananother doctor. I would slip back to my own self, the centre helps me
take more responsibility for their own health and that of theifo feel safe. | would probably have ignored my symptoms longer

family, the burden on the health system will be minimised inrather than talk to my GP about them [It] would make a big
the long term. difference mentally and health wise [I] would miss it terri-

. . , bly. .. Words fail me..Lost and unhappy. Loss of contact,
The Friends of the Elizabeth Women’s Health Centreznjoyment of groups. | would not feel confident or trust a GP or

arose out of concern for the centre’s future. It conducted @ractitioner the same as | trust these women staff.

survey in June 1994. Itwas not a large survey: it was a suvey, regnonse to the question ‘Is there anything else you would
of 81 women who attended the centre during June and wh@.q 1 say about the centre?’, some respondents stated:
bothered to complete the survey form. For the information o | love the centre—I don't war;t it closed. Women deserve to
the Council | W'”_ highlight some of the outcomes of that have women'’s space to feel free to meet othérs, enjoy and learn from
survey. The services for which women attended the centrgoups, feel as though they are in control of their own livest is
were as follows: excellent. We need this centre and more like them.
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Clearly, the women who use the Elizabeth Women’sor the functioning of the women'’s health centres in South
Community Health Centre feel very positive towards theAustralia.

centre as an excellent place. Perhaps it would be interesting

to know if a questionnaire put out about some of the other The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW secured the adjournment
health services in South Australia would have the samef the debate.

overwhelming, positive response. That overwhelming feeling

about the adequacy and appropriateness of the women'’s GAMING MACHINES

health centres was reinforced on Saturday at a meeting held

by people who are concerned about the future of the centres, The Hon. ANNE LEVY: | move:

at which, | have been told, over 500 women attended.

. That thi il—
The Hon. Anne Levy: The ABC said a thousand. at this Counci

1. notes that the then shadow Minister for Transport moved to

The Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES: |am not sure. | have amend the Gaming Machines Bill on 7 May 1992 to require
been told by a couple of reliable people that it was about 500, that at least 1.5 per cent of gaming machines turnover be set
but if you want to say it was a thousand | would be happy to aside in a fund to assist welfare agencies dealing with

that gambling addiction and to make payments to other
say : community organisations disadvantaged by gambling in their

The Hon. Anne Levy: You don't think the ABC is fundraising;
reliable? 2. notes that members on both sides of Parliament, and in both

The Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES: It just depends. Houses, said that their support for the Gaming Machines Bill

Unfortunately, | was not able to attend that meeting as | was :’ggfggf gtet;’”ﬁ?{grv’;;fﬁ Zg{fﬁﬁ{ﬂ‘g&ﬁgﬁ?mmem supportfor

adelegate to the Australian Ifabor P{?lrty’s conference on that 3. calls on the Government to honour the commitment given by
weekend and had some motions which | needed to deal with the previous Government, at the time gaming machines
in that afternoon, but some other members of the Labor Party,  legislation was introduced, to make up to $2 million in the
women members of Parliament, were able to attend—Ms  first instance available from the Governments gaming
Annette Hurley, the member for Napier, and Ms Lea Stevens machines revenue to welfare agencies to deal with the social

. . roblems associated with gambling.
the member for Elizabeth. They have given me a report of P 9 i g
that meeting. | think that the terms of the motion largely speak for them-

The Minister for Health, Dr Armitage, indicated in answer S€!Ves. It is @ matter of record that on 7 May 1992, in the
to some questions that he had no problem with women’§2rly hours of the morning—but not part of a 24-hour sitting
health centres as such, but a whole range of services acrgigcause the House rose at 6 a.m. and did not continue until
the community had to bear the brunt of cuts. He has reconf® afternoon of the next day—when we were debating the
mended that cuts be in the non-service area. However, tf#&mMing machines legislation, the Hon. Diana Laidlaw moved
Minister indicated to the four women’s health centres orA @mendment to the Bill which sought to establish a gaming
Saturday afternoon that what he wanted from them was & fund which was to be financed by an amount of at least
paper by Tuesday evening—yesterday evening. So, in twd-d per cent of the gross gaming turnover of all businesses
working days, in effect, the Minister wanted to have a papefonducted pursuant to gaming machine licences.
from the women’s health centres on how they were going to  Two-thirds of this gaming fund was to go to such organi-
achieve cuts and with no indication to them of how much hesations as the Minister thought appropriate, being organisa-
was envisaging they needed to be cut. So it is a bit difficultions that assist persons addicted to gambling or that assist the
to do something constructive in such a short period of timefamilies of such persons, and also to organisations that have,
Clearly, the Minister will, | hope, make public the deliber- in the opinion of the Minister, been adversely affected in their
ations following the delivery of that paper, which, | under-fundraising activities as a result of the operation of gaming
stand, was forwarded to the Minister last night. machines; and the remaining third was to be devoted to the

I feel it has been made very clear to the Government tharomotion of tourism, but that is not a matter with which I am
the women of South Australia do not want to see theconcerned today.
women’s health service centres change in any way. | guess The honourable member, in debating her motion, made
that we are all realistic as members of Parliament in difficultquite clear that she expected the gross gaming turnover to be
times that Governments, from time to time, have to makeeturned to the Government to be between $25 million and
certain changes to their policies, but | would hope and urg850 million a year and that 1.5 per cent of that would mean
the Government not to change the ethos of the womenthat a pool of between $9 million and $15 million would be
health centres and not to overturn what | consider, and | aravailable for the purposes that she was defining. If two-thirds
sure other members in this place will consider, to be 20 yearsf that pool were to go to the community organisations in the
of very valuable health service to the women of Southwo categories that | have indicated, it would mean that
Australia. between $6 million and $12 million would be available for

In conclusion, | would just like to insertintdansardthe ~ these purposes. According tdansard of that day, the

response by one of the respondents in that questionnaire whBanourable member was seriously suggesting that between
asked the question: $6 million and $12 million a year should go for these

What difference would it make to you or your health if the Centrepurposes. )
closed or changed its way of working? | presume that the honourable member still holds those
The respondent said: views: they are only two years old, not 17 years old. If her

P : views have changed in that time, she should be honest enough

Heaven forbid if it should close. It is a much needed service. Itg admit it and to indicate why they have changed. As there
does not need change. has been no indication of that, we can take it that the Minister
I concur with those remarks and | ask members to support thetill feels that it is appropriate that between $6 million and
motion, which urges the Government not to change the ethagl2 million a year should be devoted to those purposes.
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In the debate in the Legislative Council there was a longngoing but the amount would need to be reviewed in light of the
discussion about the honourable member's amendment. Need that was demonstrated by the experience of the first year.

was supported by the Hon. Mr Elliott, who said: In other words, the then Government made a commitment to
It was my original proposal that there be a levy of 2 per cent ofprovide up to $2 million in the first year and to review that
the gross gaming turnover and that that money be split evenlymount to see whether it was adequate. The Government

between organisations which were assisting people addicted b . - - . .
gambling, and also their families and those organisations that ha%‘?mm'tted itself to providing money on an ongoing basis
had their fundraising significantly hampered by gaming machineswith the sum determined by the need demonstrated in the first

In the light of the Hon. Ms Laidlaw’s amendment, the Hon year. In other words, it could have been double that amount

Mr Elliott did not pursue his amendment but instead support'—n subsequent years, if the _need was shown to be there. | am

ed hers. sure you, Mr Acting Pre§|dent, and all th.ose who were

The Hon. Ms Laidlaw. referring to her amendment Said,present in the Council during that debate, will agree that the
) ’ 9 ’ ‘Government's commitment was extremely important in

It ensures that we can see what the Government is doing honesiietermining the attitudes of many members towards that
about its commitment to those community purposes, and how mu gislation

it is applying to those purposes from year to year. The issue 0
people addicted to gambling was discussed earlier by the Hon. Mr - Mr Acting President, you were certainly reassured by this

Lucas, who foreshadowed a possible motion for a select committegymmitment from the Government. and | am sure that it very
or a reference to the Social Development Committee. Figure ’

produced in 1982 when the select committee looked at the Casir%“’_Ch strengthened your support for certain aspects of the Bill
Act suggested that .7 per cent of the population could be deemed which were then before the Council. You, Sir, were not alone
be compulsive gamblers. That figure may have increased dn this. Members on both sides of this Chamber and members
decreased since 1982, butitis hard to know. on both sides in another place referred frequently to this

Many of the organisations and people who have written to m ; ; ; Sk
about this matter are concerned about people who are compuls{%)mm'tment from the Government in their contributions to

gamblers. Whilst | cannot accommodate all they have asked of mg1€ debate on this Bill. | am sure that it was very influential
in respect of thishBiII,B\{\I/Ie a;]sdatrl‘Da_rrlia:n(caj_ntt_srrllou{(ri1 rte(t:r?g_r:ise tPeirn the passing of this legislation.
?eg’sl?tﬁlr(jcgsavt\)/icl)lug(at sltsretclhe?j even%lurt%eer é\cslg rZsuI?of tk?ils Bs|(I:Ia « . While there were many peqple who favoured the lntroduic-

. _tion of poker machines in this State they were, and quite
I do not want to take up too much of the time of the Councilyigntly, concerned about the effect that this could have on
regurgitating debates which, after all, are recorded iome individuals and some families in the community. The
Hansard but it is clear that if people re-read those debatesgommitment by the Government to see that resources would
which are only two years old, they will find that there was ape found and applied to help these people reassured many
great deal of sympathy from many members about thg,empers of Parliament who might otherwise have opposed
problems of people who would be affected by the introduche passing of the legislation. | need not quote further names
tion of gaming machines and who might become gambling, ;t | am sure anyone who readfansard will see how
add?c_ts. In particular, there was much compassion for th?eassuring this commitment was to many people. Indeed,
families of such people and how they would be affected. Fofyose of us who were present on that long night will recall

this reason, there was sympathy for the amendment movegmerous members of both Houses expressing their reassur-
by the Hon. Ms Laidlaw from many members on both sides;nce about that Government commitment.

of the Chamber, as is clearly indicatedHansard

As the Minister in charge of the Bill at the time, | made
a commitment to the Parliament on behalf of the Governmen
that the Government was aware of these concerns, was
insensitive to them, and that it was prepared to make
commitment to provide up to $2 million. Perhaps | should

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw’'s amendment was not passed at
e time, so that the provision for applying money from
ming machine revenue was not included as part of the law
this State. However, | am sure nobody doubted the
ommitment which the Government had made: that it would
apply up to $2 million a year to these purposes as necessary.
quote myself. | quote from page 4863 of thansard as No-one will doubt that that would have occurred had the

follows: previous Government remained the Government of this State.
| have been authorised to indicate to the Parliament and to the . . .

people of South Australia that, should this legislation pass and poker | cannot think of any occasion where a Minister of the

machines be introduced into South Australia, the Government i€rown in the previous Government gave a commitment to

happy to make a commitment, in the first full year of operation ofParliament which was not honoured. We were never accused

g%'?;’:nJ‘r‘]‘iatchg‘g\féIgom%ﬁv'gﬁng’%ac;m‘ggr tt(r)]ethe?fe'c::?smg%/ tﬁ‘gi‘:of not honouring our commitments and, as far as | am aware,

introductio)rll. For tﬁose who do not know, the Family ang there ha§ never been an occasiqn when a Minister has made

Community Development Fund is distributed according to thed commitment to Parliament which has not been honoured.

recommendations of the Family and Community DevelopmeniThis commitment would equally have been honoured had the

Advisory Committee, chaired by the Rev. George Martin. The  previous Government remained in office.

Government will commit itself to providing up to $2 million, if ] o ]

necessary, to the Family and Community Development Fund to be This motion is now suggesting that the new Government

distributed on the advice of the Family and Community Develop-honour the commitment which was given by the previous

merll(tI Ada/isory Cioménittee té) all O{ganisattigns which have Iatm efxmf-eovemmem, particularly as it is very clear that Ministers in
workKload or extra demands put upon em as a result o . . .
introduction of poker machines?. P ‘f‘ms_House and in the other House were perfectly happy with
the idea that between $6 million and $12 million a year from

There was then further debate as to whether or not this w. ming revenue should be applied to these purposes.

a one-off promise but, later in the debate, at page 4864 of th . .
Hansard Ipstated: bag It was not only the Hon. Ms Laidlaw who moved this

It would be ongoing funding. When | suggested a review | meanamendment: the present Deputy Premier (Hon. Stephen
that it is a question of reviewihg the amount that is shown to beiBaker) also moved in another place a very similar amendment

necessary. The Government is committed to providing up to $30 the legislation which also received a good deal of support
million, if necessary, in the first year. The provision would be from many members but which was not passed in the House
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of Assembly because of the commitment which the then The Hon. R.l. LUCAS secured the adjournment of the
Government had made. debate.

It now seems to me that it is supremely hypocritical for
this Government not to honour the commitment made by the JOINT COMMITTEE ON LIVING RESOURCES
previous Government when in fact in Opposition it had been . .
prepared to devote far more than this amount for this purpose. The House of Assembly transmitted the following
When in Opposition the present Government felt that théesolution in which it requested the concurrence of the
figure should be between $6 million and $12 million a yearl-egislative Council:

The then Government made a commitment to provide up That the Joint Committee on Living Resources be authorised to
to $2 million a year. That commitment is not being honouredfisclose or pUbAiSh.- as it thinks fit, any EVidenceha”d.gocume”tj
By he presen Government Thi. (me, 2 supreme TypocgEesened 1 1 Jont commites i fo ich evdence an
sy, and it should honour the commitment given by the .
previous Government. | know that the Minister, in response_ 1€ Hon. DIANA  LAIDLAW  (Minister for
to a question, indicated that she was not successful with hdfansport): | move:
amendment. The record clearly shows she is correct in that, That the resolution be agreed to.
but her amendment was to make the giving of between $6hijs is a formality that is necessary in this instance. It enables
million and $12 million part of the law of this State. the committee to conduct hearings in public and for docu-

That was not achieved, but she is now a member of thghents to be reported to Parliament and for evidence to be
Government which, when in Opposition, felt that between $theard, disclosed and published.

million and $12 million should be given to these purposes. Motion carried.
It would seem to me that, unless this new Government
honours the commitment given by a previous Government, ADDRESS IN REPLY
itis short-changing the people of this State, and it is showing
extreme bad faith by not honouring this commitment which, Adjourned debate on motion for adoption.
apart from being influential in passing the gaming machines (Continued from 9 August. Page 78.)
legislation, was only a fraction of the amount which it felt at
the time should be devoted to these important purposes. ~ The Hon. SANDRA KANCK: | note in the Governor’s
There is no indication that the need may have changed, @peech that the Government has promised a more responsive
that there is no longer any danger of people becomingjealth system. The question to be asked is: more responsive
addicted to gaming machines. There is no indication thatto whom or what? At a number of public meetings and events
there is no further need for help for these individuals and theipn health issues that | have attended, the Minister for Health
families. My sympathies in particular go to the family has proudly stated that he was primarily responsible for the
members of people who are addicted to gambling. They areiberal Party’s health policy, ‘Better health for South
the innocent ones who are suffering. One could say that thogkustralians.” | have to say there is nothing in the policy that
addicted to gambling have brought it on themselves, but toncerns me significantly. In fact, there is much that is quite
certainly feel that they need help and, in any caringadmirable. The allocation of an additional $6 million annually
community, help is provided to people who are afflicted withto public hospitals, the halving of hospital waiting lists, an
conditions such as compulsive gambling. increased role for women'’s health centres, scholarships for
In particular, my compassion goes out to the familynurses, etc., is all great stuff.
members of such individuals who will suffer enormous At these meetings, having stated his involvement in
consequences financially through no fault or action of theiformulating the pre-election health policy, the Minister’s
own. It is the women and children largely in this situation forscript then refers to the Audit Commission’s report which
whom | feel sympathy and who the Government has a moraiecommends a massive cut to the health budget. He tells his
responsibility to assist. | know that members opposite willaudience that he believes that his Party has a mandate to
say, ‘But the Independent Gaming Corporation will giveradically change his pre-election stance on health because his
$1 million.’ 1 do not feel that that is a response. In the firstParty’s landslide victory reflects the electorate’s desire for his
place, the Independent Gaming Commission is not th&arty to address the financial problems caused by the State
Government. It was the then Government that made thdank. Whilst there is no doubt that the former Government
commitment; it is the Government which has a responsibilitydid fail the people of South Australia, the new Liberal
to ensure that compulsive gamblers and their families ar&overnment’s direction is certainly not one guaranteed to
assisted, and the Government cannot duck that responsibiligucceed, and in health as with many other areas, the direction
by saying that the Independent Gaming Corporation wills one without vision.
provide $1 million. I point out that it is only $1 million. The In June this year, the Coalition for Better Health was
previous Government had committed up to $2 million in theformed. The coalition is made up of a number of key health
first instance, and members opposite supported betweamganisations in the State. There are now 14 health and
$6 million and $12 million for this purpose. health-related organisations making up the coalition, with the
So, | trust that all members of this Council will join with four largest and most vocal organisations being the Australian
me in calling on the Government to honour this commitmentMedical Association, the Australian Nursing Federation,
which was given in all sincerity in this Chamber at the timeSouth Australian Community Health Association and the
the gaming machines legislation was being debated, and th&buth Australian Council of Social Service. The people in
in the first instance they will make available up to $2 million these organisations are headed by the State’s most experi-
from revenue to welfare agencies to deal with the sociaénced and knowledgeable personnel in health.
problems associated with gambling. If they do not, one can The coalition was formed out of necessity because of their
only suggest that they show enormous bad faith and lack afoncerns that the Minister for Health was not receiving
compassion for the people so afflicted in South Australia. appropriate advice and therefore was not in a position to
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advise Cabinet on the impact of many of its decisions on thérthcoming budget it is obvious that the only people with
health of the community. It is somewhat ironic that thewhom he is consulting are those from Treasury and most
Governor's speech refers to the Government’s ‘continuingertainly not those from the health sector. From what | have
with its plan to provide a health system more responsive theard at public meetings and from visiting a number of health
community needs’, when the Minister has chosen to ignoreentres, there are only two points guaranteed: first and
the State’s key players in health. foremost, that there is going to be a $65 million cut in the
As a result, this Government has now managed tdealth budget and, secondly, that regionalisation is going to
distance, if not politically alienate, a broad and useful sourcbe implemented and how and what shape this will take, no-
of expertise in health in this State; a source of people who arene in the health system really knows. It is of interest to note
not simply another lobby group arguing for thiatus qudout  that the Audit Commission’s review of health services states:
who are willing to work with the Minister and the Health  The process of implementation of regionalisation will not be
Commission to provide the best health outcome for theffective if unduly delayed or unduly rushed without consultation to
people of South Australia. gain commitment from key stakeholders. The change process must

; . be managed and this will include education of stakeholders

The slashing of $65 million frqm the health bUdgetincludingtgrjle general community, to share understanding and contain
following years of smaller progressive cuts can only have @&xpectations.

disastrous impact on the community. It is totally irresponsible].
for a Government to radically cut the health budget, given th
increasing demands placed on our health system due to
ageing population and increasing unemployment. The onl
vision for health held by the Minister is that of a reduced
public health service. The only direction is one guided by hi

fung?;ngggliilcqnlfe’zt;ﬁ] 2] X{rt‘ﬁéepaarpkfsggg;g";%m@kg;?ﬁrglgz?aking of that particular health centre. ‘_rherefore, und_e_r the
Friday, which was attended by the local volunteers and by th urrent system there is already local input into decisions
P . .dﬁbout health priorities and service needs. However, the Audit
community, the Minister reque_stgd that these people PIOVIGE ommission’s ‘Review of Health Services’ views the
him \.N'th details of the cost efflqlem:les of the serv'ces.theyexistence of separate units as a negative, and it recommends
provide, and that such information was to be given to him byreplacing these with one central board. It states:
the following Tuesday—a period of just four days later, Due to shortcomings of its enabling .Iegislation. the South
which |nclu_ded a Sgturday and a Sunday. In particular, h(,australian Health Commission operates with limited effectiveness
requested information and data on how the centre keeRgg jack of clarity in its relationship with individual health units.
people out of hospital; suggested ways in which other savingsach health unit is established as a separate autonomous legally
could be made, such as, would you believe it, taking note ghcorporated entity with its own board of directors. South Australian
un-utilised computer space; and innovative solutions to curealth Commission powers of direction are limited to persuasion.
administrative costs. All'l can say to that is: tut, tut! It goes on to say:
Such a request would have been taxing for a full-time  The Health Minister’s only sanction is removal of the board.

team of paid workers who had no other demands on theiryoy|q say that is a pretty powerful sanction. That document
time. But he was asking this essentially of volunteers. In.gntinues:

response to this ridiculous request a person from the floor :
asked the Minister why this type of research had not beegommission At should remain as the legisalive ramenork for e
carried out by the trained people at the Health Commissiorsentral authority, amendment should be made to provide structural
and they reminded him that many of the people running thehange to enable effective system integration and the ability to
community health centre were volunteers and not trained téevelop and implement State health strategies.
carry out such a request. His response to this was that it hdd other words, the review is recommending that local boards
nothing to do with the Health Commission as any decision®e dismantled. In fact, it is very likely that the promised shift
on health were his. to regionalisation means that these local boards would be
The following day at another public meeting, this time onreplaced by one central board, thereby reducing the overall
women’s health centres, the Minister sought similar advicemumber of community representatives in this State and
from those attending, in particular on how duplication couldprobably making it more difficult for public comment. It
be avoided. In seeking this information from the supportersippears that once again the Government'’s rhetoric does not
of women'’s health centres he said, ‘| appeal to you so | camatch reality. Of course we do not know the exact intention
fight your cause.’ So, where is the Minister’s vision? If he hasof the Minister and his Government other than that regional-
one he is not telling anyone about it. He clearly has ndsation is to take place. Indeed, it appears that the Minister,
substantive data on the real cost savings and social effectiveimself, may not even know, given the pleas for information
ness that community health centres and women’s healtthom community health centres only last week.
centres have in society. Why does he not have that data? He When responding to a question from a concerned
has been the Minister for Health for nine months now.community health worker about the reduction of local boards,
Instead, he makes a final plea to a group of people extremetie Minister diverted to say something about hospital boards.
nervous about losing their much needed health serviceglis comment was that currently hospital boards do not have
knowing full well that, given the short time and their lack of paid members, whereas other boards with similar monetary
expertise, they will probably not be able to provide theand management responsibilities pay their members a fee of
necessary information. If the Minister were eager to receivat least $5 000 to $10 000 annually. The Minister was rather
such information he should have made the request for inpwtoncerned that hospitals the size of Royal Adelaide, with a
from key health players many months ago. budget of $150 million, and the Flinders Medical Centre, with
Given that the only promise the Minister has made to data budget of $125 million did not have paid directors. He
is that $65 million is to be cut in the area of health in thebelieves that we need to have ‘high-powered people to run

he Minister has promised consultation but his actions give
%he lie to his words. The current Health Commission Act
Aables each community health centre to be established as a
¥eparate, autonomous, legally incorporated entity with its
own board of directors. On each board there is at least one
ommunity representative who is involved in the decision-
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these boards’, implying that these board services will now beng hospitals in the United States in 1987 was $3@2
paid for. | believe that paying high board fees does notapita compared with only $495 for Australia. Furthermore,
necessarily guarantee a desired outcome. For instance, teeery Australian has access to hospital care, which is not the
dozen or so ‘high-powered’ State Bank board members werease in the United States, where some 35 million people do
all paid a fee of $10 000 annually for their efforts. not have access to hospitals at all. A further 60 million people
| find it ridiculous and unintelligible that a Minister is are not adequately covered by health insurance; therefore,
willing to pay out money for board members who do not haveshould they contract a long term illness such as cancer, they
health expertise, whilst at the same time he is not listening tdsk losing their home to pay the hospital bill.
the State’s key health players of the Coalition for Better Finally, whilst | am of the belief that casemix funding is
Health, who are willing to provide advice and consultationnot bad in itself if it is used in the context for which it was
at no cost. Furthermore, in relation to the board appointeegesigned, that is, as a tool, | am concerned that casemix is
for the Flinders Medical Centre | have been told that it isbeing used incorrectly as a health funding system. If not
likely that the two ministerial appointments to the board, yetthecked, this system will have a disastrous effect on the
to be filled, are either people living interstate or are peopl@verall health system. There is much concern that casemix
yet to arrive and live in South Australia. Once again, thefunding is being used simply as a way to reduce the amount
Minister's rhetoric of having local input into our health being spent on health. The saving generated by the implemen-
system is not matched by his own actions. tation of casemix is supposed to be put into less expensive
I applaud the announcement in the Governor’s speech thatternative health facilities, thereby freeing up the more
the Government will be implementing a citizen’s charter forexpensive hospital beds so that the unacceptably long waiting
health but, sadly, it may well be a case of closing the stablést can be reduced. Instead, this Government will make the
door after the horse has bolted. Once all the decisions abos&vings which casemix can deliver, but there is no evidence
cuts have been imposed what is the value of then setting upat it will be putting those savings back into other areas of
a charter? For instance, at this time it is still not clear what iealth care.
going to happen to women'’s health centres. The Minister did Using casemix as a model of funding is potentially
not guarantee to those present at the public meeting alamaging to country hospitals in particular. For instance, |
Saturday that women’s health centres would continue to exishave been informed that, before the implementation of this
He once again trotted out his plea to the audience for furthetew model of funding for the health system, the Gumeracha
information to take to a Cabinet meeting the following Hospital was considered to be very efficient; indeed, it was
Tuesday, seeming to suggest that nothing was guaranteedgarded as a model hospital. Both the Gumeracha and the
Moreover, in response to a question seeking a guarantee thdbunt Pleasant Hospitals worked together in providing
women'’s health centres will remain, the Minister intimatedhealth services to the people of their shared region.
that one alternative could be that these centres be attached@umeracha provided services for the older patients and the
community health centres. Mount Pleasant Hospital took on the acute care. However,
Separate women'’s health centres were established soroader the casemix funding model, which gives financial
14 years ago because women demanded their rights to hasawvards according to the throughput of patients, because the
health centres for women run by women. Given that the basiGumeracha Hospital happens to have taken on the provision
philosophy of the women'’s health centres is that they are af health care for the elderly, it is now deemed to be an
place where women can feel safe and comfortable imefficient hospital. It is strange that a hospital which one
obtaining counselling or seeking advice on their health needsnonth is highly efficient becomes inefficient the next month
any suggestion of amalgamating these centres witjust by a change in the funding system.
community health centres displays a surprising ignorance of The Democrats would be only too delighted to hear from
women’s health needs. There is no point in developing #he Government what framework our health system fits into.
citizen’s charter for health when it is obvious that theWhat is occurring does not fit the Government’s election
Government has no intention of giving these rights to peoplgaromises in any way. At the moment, both the service
| note with interest that the Government intends to developroviders and the users do not know from day to day what it
a policy to assist health service planning into the next decade they are responding to. Even if this Government does not
in relation to older people. To date there appears to have beéave a vision, it does at the very least have a responsibility
no planning with respect to health services but rather only g the community at large to describe the sort of health
number of ill-conceived, short-term money saving devices tg@ystem it wants to see operating in this State in three years.
somehow survive a $65 million budget cut in health over theDnly then will the service providers and consumers be able
next financial year. There is no doubt that it is mostly theto provide input and assist the Government in providing ideas
older people in the community who draw on health servicesto improve the system. | support the motion.
Of course, when the baby boom demographic bubble moves The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: Mr President, | draw your
up into the higher age bracket, the Government can battention to the state of the Council.
assured of an increase in demand for health services general- A quorum having been formed:
ly. However, it is totally irresponsible for any Government
to shift the responsibility of health to the private sector. Such The Hon. T. CROTHERS: | take this opportunity to pay
a shift does not decrease overall spending on health. Rath#tipute to the Governor, Her Excellency Dame Roma
itincreases the total expenditure on health by the communitiitchell, who continues to discharge her duties and functions
as opposed to the Government. with a vim and vigour that never cease to amaze me. | am
Moreover, it reduces equitable access to adequate heakhire 1 am saying only what the vast majority of South
care. A brief look at the statistics provided by the EvattAustralians also recognise, and may she long continue to do
Foundation, comparing the costs of the American ando. Talking further of matters both vice and regal, with no
Australian systems, shows that a public system is fairer aneference whatsoever to our own Governor, | would now like
cheaper for the community. For example, the cost of providto place on the record my own beliefs about how Australia
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should proceed as to who should be this nation’s head of No, | do not believe that unemployment is global by nature.
State in future. From the outset let me say that | am in favoulrurthermore, any argument that suggests unemployment is caused
of this nation’s becoming a republic, but I would like to take by technological progress ignores the fact that technology also

hi ; h lusion h h &;omotes economic growth. While technological progress may lead
this opportunity to say how my conclusion has been reachegh short-term unemployment, if the product and factor markets are

| had reached that conclusion before the present Prim@o inflexible to adjust to such changes, in the medium term there
Minister made the matter an issue for public debate. Beforwill be a shift of employment in the service sector.

that time, | had been a supporter of the present monarchicals | read and reread the Minister’s reply, | just shook my
system and, contrary to the belief of many of my colleagueshead in total disbelief. Let us consider the facts as they really
my conclusion had not been based on the reason that in mite. The Minister says that ‘technological progress may lead
formative years | had been brought up in strife-torn Northero short-term unemployment’. May lead? Let me tell the
Ireland. No, Sir; it was simply because | had the view thatMinister, if he does not already know, that our nation’s

if a nation had to have a titular head of State, then theinemployment stands at between 10 and 11 per cent and has
monarchy as it operated was less capable of being corruptefdne so for the past number of years with no sign of getting
than have been some of the republican systems which haygy better either now or futuristically, with our home State

operated and which continue to operate. ~ of South Australia being affected more badly than just about
Secondly, I would particularly like to mention the United every other State bar Tasmania.

States of America and the Republic of France, both of whose | addition, the European Community now has 30 million,

Presidents, irrespective of Party creed, are always prepargg about 10 per cent, of its total population unemployed. That
to host $10 000 and $20 000 a plate dinners during electiof causing the governments of those nations that make up the
contests in order to fund their election campaigns. They dgyropean union much heartache and many sleepless nights
this whatever their phlllosoph|cal or political creed. Thiszg they wrestle with this problem. The same as applies in
always begs the question as to what the attenders at sughspect to unemployment in Australia and the European
dinners expect to achieve for their $10 000 or $20 000. | haveommunity applies equally everywhere else in the old
come to the conclusion, as | believe would any rationajndustrialised world and one would have to be almost totally
minded person, that they expect something in return for thesjind not to see that. Yet the Minister in his answer to my
$10 000 or $20 000. question states:

This fact says much for the proposition that the Sté.‘te No, | do not believe that unemployment is global by nature.
it funded privately. At that time | believed that with the %ryly, in the land of the blind the one-eyed man is king. The
hereditary monarch such things as that to which | have jud¥linister also stated:
referred could not happen and, because of that fact, there was Furthermore, any argument that suggests that unemployment is
much to be said in support of our present head of Statéaused by technological progress ignores the fact that technology
system. But alas, | was wrong you see, Mr President, becau85C Promotes economic growth.
there were and are other evils which can attach themselvé§or one would never deny that. That statement is true in so
to the monarchical system and which in my view make itfar as it goes but unfortunately in present day terms it has not,
even worse than the worst republican system that one couiticannot and never will promote new jobs to the extent that
currently envisage. they have been and are being lost forever. The facts are that
| refer, of course, to the series of sagas involving theghe new technologies that are being so rapidly developed and
present two princes of the blood royal and their respectivéntroduced into the work place—and | speak mainly of
spouses. It fairly galled me to see how they were off at th€omputerisation—are not designed to create any new
drop of a hat on overseas holidays buying designer-mademployment. Millions of jobs have been lost and continue to
clothes which in total cost many millions of dollars, while be lost as a result of twentieth century technology being
tens if not hundreds of thousands of their fellow countrymerintroduced at a pace that can best be described as breakneck.
and women were being forced because of unemployment and The facts are, and they speak for themselves, that the
dire poverty to sleep in the most severe climatic conditionglirection of the present system is aimed at maximising
in cardboard boxes and streets covered with snow in Britishrofitability irrespective of the havoc caused by the unem-
cities which, even to the most non-discerning eye, can bployment that that carries with it in its wake. | repeat for
described only as being clapped out. Therefore, | say in athose who will listen that the jobs lost recently in our
earnestness that we should bring on the debate on tregonomy will never, as the Minister asserts, ever be replaced
republic: the sooner the better so far as | am concerned. by the economic growth brought about by new technologies.
I, for one, know that that which | have put on record is atNo doubt some new jobs do emerge, but—and | repeat—most
least in part why so many of our citizens, and indeed citizensertainly not to the extent necessary to solve current unem-
of Great Britain, numbered by their millions, have changeddloyment. It is sad to say that there will be no change to the
their thoughts as to how they believe we should be governedurrent situation and there will be no change to the horren-
at least in so far as to who should be our head of state. Mitous numbers of unemployed, irrespective of what the
President, you will note that | do not even touch upon théMinister thinks or says, under our present system.
saga surrounding our former Governor-General, Sir John If he cannot understand this, then there can never be any
Kerr. It might well be said the monarchy is dead, long live thechance of his providing South Australia with the answers to
republic! its present catastrophic unemployment problems. Truly, this
Turning now to the question of unemployment, | would global recession is entirely different from any that preceded
like to resurrect a reply given to me by the Leader of theit. If we continue in the same vein as before, it will have to
Government in this Council on behalf of Minister Olsen in be entirely new industries and entirely new ways of thinking
another place in respect to a series of questions | asked abdbat will provide the employment growth so necessary if the
unemployment in South Australia. In one of his answers tdabric of our society is to hold together at all and not be
my questions, the Minister stated: totally destroyed.
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I turn now to the question of inflation, that other evil of will the percentage profit margins of certain investments? Is
the twentieth century, but by no means only to be found irdeflation the reason why recently there was a concerted
that time. | pay tribute to the manner in which the Federalnternational effort to lift bank interest rates by the mecha-
Government has grappled with the problem in Australia. Tanism of forcing up the price of Government bonds, particular-
me, it is most commendable. However, | feel too much idy in the United States, thus forcing reserve banks in the
being said about ongoing inflation and | fear that, because dfnited States and elsewhere, including South Australia, to lift
this, projections are being made and decisions taken tieir bank interest rates so that, if we do face deflationary
address future inflation when any subjective analysis of allimes ahead, the few people (and | am not talking about the
the indicators would seem to show that inflation will not beordinary investor here) who control mammoth amounts of the
our future problem. It seems to me that, when one looks at alorld’s investment capital can ensure that their obscene
the global indicators, deflation is much more likely to be thewealth does not lose its real value by keeping it in bank
problem of governments rather than inflation. | say that fowaults, where levels of interest rates will in the main ensure
the following reasons: that real values of their capital are maintained?

First, the global price for foodstuffs has markedly Alternatively, because of falsely induced bank interest
declined. Secondly, the global price of the world’s mineralrates, the cycle of deflation will be reversed to one of
commodities has of recent times severely declined. Thirdlyinflation, again ensuring that those mammoth amounts of
the level of global wages paid to workers, in spite of what wewealth which are controlled by these few not only maintain
hear to the contrary from vested interests, has also sharptiieir real value but indeed increase in value. Clearly, if this
declined. The decline of these three major indicators irscenario is correct, then Governments of whatever persua-
respect to world pricing is surely not an indicator of futuresion, whatever philosophy, will have to act quickly in order
inflation but rather the opposite, and by that | mean deflatiorto stem the tide where the greed and avarice of a few will
If I am right, this will bring with it other problems for almost certainly lead to the mutually assured destruction of
governments to grapple with which are just as serious ithe whole.
nature as those problems that are aligned with its opposite, | conclude by saying the following. | am sure that many
that is, inflation. Failure by governments to assess this riskstening to what | have to say here today will be saying,
will lead to them being caught as unprepared as they were foPoor old Trevor—he is talking pure fantasy.’ Well, let me
the recent vicious spiral of inflation and all of the attendantsay this: | believe that the recent urgently summoned meeting
evils which flowed in its wake. of the G7 nations was called together because at long last

| further believe that the price levels of the three indicatorssome of those seven nations have realised that they, the
I have spoken of will not rise and indeed there is a strongsovernments of the people elected by democratic vote, no
chance of further declines owing to the oversupply of all thredonger can control their own economies, and that their
commodities in question. In my view this is due to the wayeconomies are at this moment controlled by forces which are
that the so-called third world nations factor has come intanswerable, unlike Governments, to no-one. One notes with
play in the world’s economic calculations, and that is the waydismay that for the most part there seems to be very little
in which they are growing cash crops in order to try toagreement emerging from that meeting about how to deal
achieve foreign exchange to try desperately to lift theiwith the current global economic position.
appalling standards of living. The Hon. T.G. Roberts: Turn the computers off.

We see the opening up everywhere of new mines in third The Hon. T. CROTHERS: | wish they would turn the
world nations in order again to get some foreign exchang@onourable member off. On that note, | conclude my remarks
flowing into their desperate economies. The third factor is théyy paraphrasing my fellow Irishman, Edmund Burke, who
arrival en masse onto the world scene of economic refusaid, ‘The only way for evil to succeed is for good men to do
gees—people who are in despair of their own and theinothing.’ Let us hope, Mr President—
children’s future in the land of their birth. The Hon. Anne Levy: He was a bit sexist.

The conjunction of these events will, | believe, ensure that  The Hon. T. CROTHERS: Was he really? Do you think
in the non-event of a fairer and equal distribution of thel have any of his genes in my system? Mr President, let us
world’s wealth and resources it will mean that world hope that we are not about to see history repeat itself.
commodity prices will continue to fall and, therefore, a trend
to deflation rather than inflation will occur, opposite towhat The Hon. ANNE LEVY: In supporting the motion, |
many of the world’s economic gurus are predicting. | ammake want to make a few remarks about the status of women
frightened to think what the consequences will be if we failin this State and then about the state of the arts. The Minister
to understand this. Those consequences, in my view, woulidr Education and Children’s Services has recently said on
be beyond the wildest imaginings of the human race. several occasions that the women's suffrage centenary

| stress here, as | have done on other occasions, that | apelebrations are bipartisan and that political interests do not
generally not a believer of the big economic conspiracyenter into this matter. | would agree with him up to 11
theory, although | must confess that events most recentlpecember last year. The Women’s Suffrage Centenary
have made me almost become a believer in it, and | will com€ommittee was certainly established with bipartisan support,
to the reason for that later on. However, there are, | believenembership of political Parties, a broad spectrum of member-
an elite few who have already decided that the world isship and considerable financial support from the then
headed for deflationary times, and | offer as proof theGovernment to achieve its aims.
difficulty being experienced both here in Australia and However, | think that the new Government has broken that
elsewhere in attracting investment into manufacturing angpirit of bipartisanship on several occasions, the first being
other related industries. the sacking of the Chair of the Women’s Suffrage Centenary

Is this perhaps being caused by future deflation, accordinGommittee, which was done on purely political grounds, and
to the peregrinations of a few, which if it happens surely mustomments of this nature have never been denied by the
mean that as prices of products continue to decline then g8overnment. This has been mentioned previously in this
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Chamber, but to pretend that the unwarranted sacking of Jed&wad not received them. | should have thought they would be
Blackburn as Chair of the committee on 28 December lasthe most obvious people to whom to send them, as they
year, three days before the suffrage year was to begin, wagould be very likely to come to the conference and would
not a political act is totally erroneous. certainly have a great interest in it and in what was happen-

In more recent times we have seen the sacking of two keing.
officers in the office for the suffrage centenary which was An honourable member interjecting:
established by the previous Government. The leader of that The Hon. ANNE LEVY: They may have them now, but
office was a public servant who was chosen with full Publicit took a long time to get to them. When | was interstate it
Service procedures, with applications being called for, a pan@yas most embarrassing to find that some women politicians
of public servants set up to interview the applicants and thef all Parties had only vaguely heard that there was to be such
position being awarded on merit. a conference in South Australia but that they had no informa-

The office had a staff of six at the beginning of the year.tion about it.
with financial resources allocated in the budget passed by this The Hon. Carolyn Pickles: They should read their mail.
Parliament last year to maintain that office with its comple- The Hon. ANNE LEVY: It was not that they did not read
ment of six officers until 30 June this year. We now knowtheir mail. All the women members of Parliament in
that the present Government is to cut resources to that officueensland to whom | spoke, from at least three different
so that it can function only as originally intended for the firstParties, had received nothing in their mail.
six months of this year. Its resources have been cut by at least The Hon. Carolyn Pickles interjecting:

a third for the remainder of this year, and that will meanthat The Hon. ANNE LEVY: Well, they hadn’t when | was
it cannot fulfil its functions for the second half of the suffragethere.
centenary as had been originally planned. The Hon. Carolyn Pickles interjecting:

Itis incredibly mean spirited of the Governmentto cutthe The Hon. ANNE LEVY: That gave no details about the
budget for the suffrage centenary office. It would not haveconference at all. They wanted information and registration
had any long-term implications. The suffrage centenargheets so that they could consider whether they would attend.
celebrations are obviously a one off. To enable the officedDn matters other than the suffrage centenary celebrations,
adequately to complete its work throughout the whole of theonsiderable concern is being expressed around this State
suffrage centenary would have had no implications for futureegarding women'’s services. The Hon. Ms Pickles has spoken
budgets which this Government will be considering. about the women’s health centres and the grave dangers in

As | said, two officers from that office were sacked at thewhich they are placed at the moment. There is great appre-
beginning of June on the ground that resources to the offickension that they are to be closed, as they are at present; that
were being cut, despite the fact that the money had beeghey may be amalgamated with some other centre or hospital,
allocated for the office to continue as it was until 30 Junebut that they will lose their individual existence and in
There was no reason to say that the money was not availabtensequence the individuality of the service which they
for those individuals until the end of June. The money hadgrovide.
been voted by this Parliament and was available until the end They have done so to the great benefit of women in South
of June. The mean-spiritedness of this Government wouldustralia for many years now. Their service is highly
have cut the funds by over a third beginning on 1 Julyregarded and very valued by all women who attend them, as
However, those two officers, including the chief officer in the the large rally last Saturday and the considerable response
suffrage centenary office, were sacked at the beginning dfom other people has indicated. The Hon. Ms Pickles has
June with only 24 hours’ notice to leave their posts. This igletailed the results of a questionnaire which was sent to a
not the spirit of bipartisanship that the Leader keeps pronumber of women who used just one of these health centres.
claiming without any evidence to support him. I, too, received a copy of the results of that questionnaire, and

It was extremely small minded of the Government to docould not but be struck as to the extremely high regard which
that. As | have indicated, the head of the office was not all these women held for their women'’s health centre, for the
political appointment, whoever she may have worked for inconsiderable help it had given them, for the value which they
the past. She was selected with the proper Public Servidead, and an indication that these women would not attend
procedures involving a Public Service selection panel whiclother sites.
included the then Deputy Chair of the Women'’s Suffrage They attended this women’s health centre because it was
Centenary Committee as a member, that person being a senigar them, because it was staffed only by women, because it
public servant. took women’s matters seriously and treated the women as

So, let us not have any more nonsense about this Goverhuman beings. They felt if they had to go elsewhere they
ment’s maintaining a bipartisan approach to the Women'svould not receive the same attention with their health
Suffrage Centenary. On at least two occasions—and probabproblems. They would be reluctant to take these health
more of which | am not aware—it has demonstrated consideproblems to a GP who was likely to be dismissive and not
able political partiality and treated in a most disreputable wayake them seriously. | was particularly struck by the emphasis
individuals who had been appointed in a perfectly propepn finding the place friendly, welcoming and taking the
manner. women seriously. | am sure | am not the only person who has,

One of the events which is still to occur for the suffrageon occasion, felt that institutions in our society do not take
centenary celebrations is the extremely important ‘Womensome women seriously, do not treat their concerns as being
Power and Politics’ conference, which is to be held over fourmportant ones, will trivialise their worries and dismiss them
days in early October. Brochures for this were produced somaithout proper consideration.
considerable time ago. | took a number of them with me when The women'’s health centres have more than proved their
| went overseas at the end of May. | was extremely embarworth. It will be a sad loss for the women of South Australia
rassed to find, many weeks after the brochures had beamd an enormous indictment on the lack of consideration on
produced, that women members of Parliament in other Statélse part of this Government if it should abolish or amalga-
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mate them. Another women’s service, which is obviouslydown for May of this year, but at the last minute that was
under threat is the women’s centre at St Peters. Thigancelled, and no other time has been suggested as a replace-
likewise, has existed for many years now, has filled ai€ment. Here we are, eight months later, and despite numerous
incredible need and has been extremely well patronised, no¢quests, they have been unable to have even a ten minute
just by the women in St Peters but women from a much widemeeting with their Minister to be able to discuss whether they
geographical area. It is a women only centre. have a future. This again shows a great lack of consideration

It has found, for example, that women of non-Englishfor people who are not being treated as anybody deserves to
speaking backgrounds will use the centre and will not gde treated.
anywhere else. They come from cultures where their | hope an answer might be provided with respect to the
husbands do not wish them to go alone to places where theyext matter | wish to raise. Earlier in the year | asked the
might encounter other men. But they are permitted by theiMinister for the Status of Women whether or not this
husbands to attend the women’s centre at St Peters becausevernment would continue the policy of the former
itis known to be a women only environment. If the existenceGovernment of refusing to sign contracts, accept tenders or
of such a centre is to be threatened, this will remove from thislo business with any company which had been named in the
important section of the community any chance of obtaining-ederal Parliament as not complying with the law of the land;
the services which this place offers. They cover a very widén other words, those who had been named for not complying
range of women'’s needs: anything from companionship tevith the affirmative action legislation passed by the
classes in cooking or sewing, or fitness and Tai Chi. liCommonwealth Government. Months after | asked the
conducts health sessions with medical advice. It has legajuestion, | received a response stating that no decision had
sessions where women lawyers come to give legal assistanbeen taken on this matter, but ‘a decision was expected soon’.
where it is required and advise on legal matters. It provide3hat was in mid April, four months ago. | ask: has a decision
a great range of activity. Child care is always provided so thabeen taken on this matter by this Government? If so, why has
women are not prevented from benefiting from it by lack ofit not been announced? If it has not yet been taken, when will
child care. it be taken? Four months ago, the Government said it was

For many years since its inception the women'’s centre agxpected soon, so one would hope such a decision has been
St Peters has received generous funding through the Depatéken. Is it ashamed to announce the decision which has been
ment for Family and Community Services. It was last yeamade? Is this yet another example of the secrecy of this
that new arrangements were made whereby the contributidBovernment that it does not tell us what is going on? Again,
from Family and Community Services was to be reducedthis may be an announcement that it does not want to make
with the Women'’s Unit responsible to the Minister for the during the suffrage centenary year because, if it does not
Status of Women supplying the bulk of the funding for thecontinue the policy of the previous Government, it will
women'’s centre to continue. What is the situation now? Théndicate a lack of commitment to matters affecting women
women’s centre has received two cheques: one very muamnd which are important to women.
later than the other. The first cheque gave no indication that | turn now to several matters in the arts of this State which
a second cheque was coming, so they were most apprehensd@cern me and many people in the arts community very
that there would not be a second cheque. These two chequéseply indeed. The Minister for the Arts, when in Opposition,
together have provided their funding only until 31 Decembermade great play of her support for the peer group assessment
There has been no indication at all as to what funding basigolicy which had been established and followed by the
will apply as from 1 January, and that date is not very faprevious Government. We stood firmly by our peer group
away. assessment policy when it came to allocating sums of money,

It is most unfair on people to give them no indication asbe it to small groups, individuals or large arts organisations.
to what their funding situation will be when it is only three We did not make decisions purely at the bureaucratic level.
or four months away. Staff have to be paid. If the centre is tdn this way, the arts community could trust the decisions on
be closed down, as rumour has it, the staff will surely needllocations which were made, felt they were part of them, and
time to try to find other jobs. It is most inconsiderate not tohad confidence in the whole procedure. It would now seem
give the people at the centre information as to what willthat the Arts Minister is throwing away the whole policy of
happen come 1 January. They have had indications that thgieer group assessment.
funding will be returned to Family and Community Services, The art form advisory committees which were established
yet the Family and Community Services funding has beelby the previous Government still exist, but when it comes to
considerably curtailed and is now only 20 per cent or so oéllocation of resources these advisory committees do not
the money required to provide the very valuable servicebandle the large sums but look at the small grants, the project
which the centre currently provides. grants to small groups and individuals. But the major

| ask the Government: is the Women’s Community Centreallocations used to be made by the Arts Finance Advisory
at St Peters to close as from 1 January? Is any announcemé&ammittee  which had representatives from the arts
on this matter being delayed until the suffrage centenary hasommunity who were not part of the bureaucratic structure
been completed? | can certainly appreciate that the Goverof government. Apparently this group has now been abol-
ment would not like to indicate that it had had to closeished. The terms of appointment of all the then existing
women'’s services during the suffrage centenary year. It wilmembers have terminated and no-one has been appointed to
be shocking if indeed women’s services are to close and evaake their place. Instead, major funding decisions are being
more hypocritical if that is to occur during the suffrage made purely bureaucratically by the gang of four in the
celebrations. Department for the Arts.

The Women’s Community Centre at St Peters has further | am quite happy to admit that two of that gang of four do
told me that they have been trying, ever since last Decembértave knowledge and experience in the arts: the other two do
to have a meeting with the Minister for the Status of Womemot. They have no background whatsoever in the arts. They
but have been unable to do so. They did have a meeting setay be financial gurus; they may be learning fast, but no-one
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could pretend in any way that they are peers of the artistibeing done and that it should be remunerated. Will the
community. Yet, this gang of four is determining the remuneration for the members of the Festival Board be
resources which will go to our major arts companies, such adetermined in the same way as the remuneration for all other
the State Theatre Company, the State Opera of Souttoards and committees, and that is by the Public Service
Australia, the South Australian Youth Arts Board, and so onCommissioner and people in his office? This enables a
These major financial allocations no longer have anyelativity to exist between boards and committees appointed
component of peer group assessment to them. The decisionight across Government.
are being made entirely by bureaucrats. This is anindictment | am sure that the Ministers know, though other members
on this Government which, when in Opposition, claimed toof Parliament may not know, that the Public Service Commis-
uphold the principle of peer group assessment. This is anothsioner categorises all boards and committees into one of four
example of tight control, ministerial direction in the arts categories. The remuneration for the members of those boards
rather than the arts community being given their head, beingnd committees depends into which category they fall,
involved in decision making, and being trusted to makecategory 1 being those with the greatest remuneration and
sensible decisions for the benefit of the arts development icategory 4 those with the least. Some do not receive an
this State. annual sum but receive a sitting fee only. | ask the Minister:
Not long ago the Minister for the Arts released the reporthas the remuneration for the Chair of the Festival Board been
on the future structure for the festival. This happened severaletermined and, if so, what is the amount involved? Which
months ago, and there does seem to be an inordinate time lagtegory does the Festival Board fall into? I think it important
before anything occurs as a result of this report. | quite agrethat this information be made public. Perhaps it has been
with the Minister that it was time the festival board structuredetermined but, through secrecy, the Government does not
was changed. | had long thought this myself and, had wish to inform us of the results. If it has been determined, the
remained Minister, intended to do so as soon as the 199dublic has a right to know. If it has not been determined, why
festival was over. | felt it undesirable to undertake majoron earth is it taking so long? It is important that that informa-
action in the weeks and months leading up to our festival, buion be made public and, in particular, we need to see how it
| certainly had intended doing so as soon as the festival wasmpares with the remuneration for the Chair of the Adelaide
over earlier this year. If the Minister doubts my intentions inFestival Centre Trust.
this regard, | can indicate that | did discuss the matter with Most people will agree that boards of arts bodies are
Tim Lloyd, the Arts Editor of theéddvertiser One can check usually fairly poorly remunerated as compared with other
with him that | did this last year. | told him the reasons for my Government boards and committees. The Public Service
not doing so last year and that | was waiting until the festivalCommissioner and his staff obviously do not value these
was over. boards very highly, and most of them end up in category 4,
| have considerable sympathy with the basic structurevith some making category 3. However, in determining the
which the committee has proposed and which | understangemuneration for the Chair of the Festival, relativities
the Minister has accepted, though it seems to me that etween arts bodies need to be considered. If the new Chair,
committee appointed to choose a committee is a rathexs yet unannounced, is to receive considerable remuneration
cumbersome and unnecessary structure. We do not haf@a an onerous job as Chair of the Festival Board, it will
committees formed to choose committees for any otheprobably be necessary to reconsider the level of remuneration
boards and committees in the arts area. | know that th#or all other arts boards and committees, in particular that of
Festival Board is an extremely important one, but itis not théhe Adelaide Festival Centre Trust, which arguably has a
only important one by any means. It seems to be a fairlynuch greater responsibility than the Festival Board.
cumbersome structure, and it may be that that structure is the According to Basil Arty, the new Chair of the Festival
reason why nothing has happened for several months sin@oard is to be Keith Smith, who is the recently retired Chair
the report on the Festival Board was released. of the State Opera Board of South Australia. However, |
Could the Minister indicate when the committee to choosé&now from experience that Basil Arty is not always to be
a committee will be appointed, or whether it has beerirusted. Sometimes he has very good sources of information;
appointed and the membership not announced? It may be thather times those sources are completely wrong, and | do not
given the tendency to secrecy shown by this Government, thatish to place too much credence on any suggestions made in
that committee has in fact been chosen but its membershiasil Arty. Nevertheless, when will the Chair of the Festival
has been kept from us. If it has not been chosen, it seems Board be appointed?
me that the Minister is dragging the chain very badly and one A very serious question arising from the report into the
would hope that this matter can be settled before long. Afterestructuring of the Festival concerns a recommendation that
all, our last Festival took place in March this year (evenwas made that the subsidy from the Adelaide Festival Centre
though the Parliament had to sit during the Festival) and wérust to the Adelaide Festival should be made clear and
are now in the month of August, many months later, and stilexplicit. That subsidy has never been documented previously;
we do not have a Festival Board, which could be busyt has been provided very largely in kind in supplying staff
working towards the important Adelaide Festival in 1996.and facilities for the Festival.
Time is passing and matters should be cleared up in this | recall that at one time a nominal figure of close to
regard as soon as possible. | hope that the Minister can 250 000 was placed on the value of this work, but it has
least put our minds at rest in this regard very quickly. certainly never appeared formally in the accounts of either the
Another matter arising out of the report was a recommenkestival or the Adelaide Festival Centre Trust. The report said
dation that the Chair of the Festival Board be remuneratedhat this subsidy should now become explicit but, while | do
as indeed | feel all members of the Festival Board should benot disagree with this recommendation, it seems to me that
Many members of Government boards and committees raises further questions. If such a subsidy is to be part of the
receive remuneration which is often fairly trivial but which Government grant to the Festival, does that mean that the
nevertheless establishes the principle that valuable work iovernment grant to the Festival Centre Trust will be
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reduced accordingly? Alternatively, if it is to be an explicit recall she castigated me considerably for not releasing it. She
grant from the Festival Centre Trust to the Festival, therebyas been Minister for eight months now, and she has not
appearing in the accounts of both organisations, we will haveeleased it either. Perhaps now that she is Minister she is
a slightly anomalous situation, it seems to me, where onprepared to listen to the board of Carrick Hill and accede to
Government subsidised body is making a grant to anothéts request. Perhaps at some stage she could tell us whether
Government subsidised body. It may keep the accountanghe will release it, as she insisted should be done, or whether
busy doing the paperwork on this, but it seems to be a slightlghe also will adhere to the request of the board of Carrick Hill
anomalous situation, which could be made clearer simply bgnd not release it.
having the Government alter its grant to the Festival accord- In this regard also one might ask about the report from the
ingly. task force which the Minister set up early in her term as

In mentioning the Adelaide Festival Centre Trust | wouldMinister. | understand that the task force has presented its
like to pay tribute to Tim McFarlane, the General Managereport to her; when will she make that public? Very many
of the Adelaide Festival Centre Trust, who is to leave Soutlpeople in the arts community in South Australia are waiting
Australia within a few days, if he has not already done so. most anxiously for that report. | hope it will be released very
know that no-one is irreplaceable, but | can assure membes®on and that there will not be another attempt to keep such
that Tim McFarlane will be sorely missed in the Festivalreports secret; it is very much in the interests of South
Centre Trust and in the arts community in general. It will beAustralia to have them made public. | understand that there
very difficult for anyone else to step into his shoes. He hasas also been a review of corporate services in the depart-
done wonders for the Festival Centre Trust. He has made ihent. | do not know whether that has been completed; no
the most successful such centre in Australia, both financiallyeport has been released. | ask the Minister whether it will be
and artistically. The Festival Centre Trust requires only 23eleased, as | released the review of corporate services that
per cent of its overall budget as a Government grant, whereasok place when | was Minister. When is such a report to be
its counterparts in other States require up to 60 per cent ag€leased and, if it is not to be released, why not? Is this
their budgets in Government grants. It is thanks to Timanother indication of the secrecy she is undertaking?
McFarlane’s efficiency that the Festival Centre Trust works | know that the budget will be brought down in a few
so well. The workshops for the Festival Centre Trust out atlays. | understand that many in the arts community are very
Dry Creek are clearly of international standard, and areoncerned as to what the budget will contain. There are many
making sets for shows which are travelling all aroundrumours around. The budget cuts in the arts are rumoured to
Australia and which are now set to travel internationally tobe about $1.6 million this year, with more in the pipeline for
Hong Kong, Bangkok and maybe even New York. Tim'snext year and the year after. The rumour further states that
efforts in developing these workshops alone would havéarge lumps of the $1.6 million is to come by cutting grants
made him an outstanding General Manager for the Adelaid® the institutions along North Terrace: the Art Gallery, the
Festival Centre Trust. | ask the Minister when a replacemeriluseum, ArtLab, the History Trust and the State Library are
for Tim will be sought and appointed, and | hope that the nextumoured to have cuts of at least $50 000 each, and for some
appointment will be equally successful from the point of viewof them perhaps more. That would not make up $1.6 million.
of the Festival Centre Trust. Of course, this is despite the fact that both the Minister

I have a further query in relation to Carrick Hill. Carrick and the now Premier indicated very clearly last year that there
Hill has been without a director for over two months now.would be no cuts in the arts budget and that they would
The previous director took a TSP and has left the Publienaintain real term funding for the arts. The rumours further
Service. However, her contract as director of Carrick Hill wasstate that the small companies will not get cuts in their
due to expire. Her taking a TSP does not mean that thbudgets this year, that they will wait until next year and that
directorship of Carrick Hill has ceased to exist; her generahext year we will get the savage cuts that will completely
position within the department will have ceased to exist. Cadestroy small groups such as the Red Shed Theatre Company,
we take it that there will be another director of Carrick Hill Vital Statistix, Junction Theatre Company, the Experimental
and, if so, when will one be appointed? How long doesArt Foundation, Mainstreet Theatre Company, the CAC,
Carrick Hill have to struggle along without a director in Doppio and so on.
charge of the place? Just what is happening to Carrick Hill? | know these are rumours only, but | wish the Minister
There has been a suggestion that it will be run by the Artvould either confirm or deny these rumours and save the
Gallery again, as it was when it first came into Governmentnany members of the arts community the enormous anxiety
ownership. That was found not to be satisfactory back in théhey are now suffering. We know that members of the arts
early 1980s and | do not see it being satisfactory now, eithecommunity are leaving South Australia. Performers are
| feel that this would be most inappropriate. In recent timesnoving to Sydney and leaving here where they feel that, with
the direction of Carrick Hill has been very much towardsthe coming cuts, no work will be available for them. Visual
developing the garden and the facilities for the public outsidaurtists are moving also. They believe there is no support for
the house rather than those inside. In this respect Carrick Hthem here so they may as well leave. People are depressed
is far more aligned to the Botanic Gardens than it is to the Arind anxious, convinced that the pre-election commitments are
Gallery. about to be broken. | share their concern. We have been told

Incidentally, I might comment that not long ago the there will be huge cuts to education and health, and these
current Minister was vociferous about the review of Carrickdraw a great deal of public attention, but the arts survive on
Hill not having been published. | made public all reviewsa small budget as a proportion of the total budget of this
which were undertaken of different sections of the DepartState.
ment for the Arts and Cultural Heritage, as it was then, but To maintain the pre-election promise of maintaining real
I did not release the review of Carrick Hill, at the request ofterm funding for the arts would not cost the Government
the board of Carrick Hill. It did not wish it to be released. Themuch and, while $1.6 million may not sound a great deal
then shadow Minister complained bitterly about this, and When one considers the total health or education budget, the
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effects of such cuts can be devastating to the arts community Another critical area of concern is the inadequate mecha-
and the whole arts scene in this State. Certainly, | hope thaiism for promoting the advancement of women. Finally, there
the rumours are wrong but | fear that they are not. was the inadequate recognition of women'’s role in peace

Finally, | wish to mention the conference which | was building and in making our world a better place.
privileged to attend in Jakarta in the early part of June this The conference was fascinating. The document is an
year and which was put on by the Economic and Sociagéxtremely valuable one and an indication that, whether
Commission for Asia and the Pacific, a body of the Unitedcountries are poor and under-developed or rich and well
Nations, which organised the Ministerial Conference ordeveloped, the relative inequalities between men and women
Women in Development. This conference is one of five thatire found throughout the region and probably throughout the
are being held in five regions of the world prior to the largeworld. The concerns of women in these countries may have
conference in Beijing next year, the United Nationsa slightly different emphasis in some matters, but in general
Conference on Women, to be held in September next yeathey are the same concerns for their status as women and for
It was the preparatory conference for the Asia and Pacifievhat needs to be done to improve their status, and to improve
region. Between now and the end of this year the equivalenheir lives and thereby improve the whole world.
conferences will be held for Europe, Latin America, Africa  These concerns are common to all 53 countries, whatever
and the Middle East which, together with Asia and thetheir stage of development and whatever their religious or
Pacific, make up the five regions of the world that the Unitecholitical affiliations. This remarkable unanimity, which was
Nations considers separately. far, far greater than any disagreements, which certainly

The conference was attended by more than 700 delegatescurred in some areas, across such diverse countries,
representing governments and many non-governmeijrought home to me very strongly indeed the importance of
organisations from 53 different countries. They stretchedhe struggle by women for better recognition and better status
from China and North Korea in the north to New Zealand inin all countries of the world and, of course, my particular
the south, eastwards to Tuvalu and Samoa, and westwards@shcern: what occurs in South Australia. | thank members
far as Iran. The conference considered, first, what changesd hope that this very important Jakarta declaration for the
there have been in the status of women in different countriesdvancement of women in Asia and the Pacific and the
of the region since the 1985 Nairobi declaration on whatittached plan of action will be taken note of by many in South
should be done to improve the status of women throughoutustralia. It is of relevance to us and could have a very
the world. important influence on our future as a community in this part

The conference then drew up a plan of action about whagf the world.
should happen, not just stating goals for women'’s develop-
ment but establishing timetables, strategies and actions to be The Hon. C.J. SUMNER secured the adjournment of the
undertaken to implement these goals established in Nairokdebate.

This is a detailed document and | would love to incorporate

much of intoHansard but it is a 48-page document and it CRIMINAL LAW CONSOLIDATION (FELONIES
would be impractical to do so. However, | seek leave to table AND MISDEMEANOURS) AMENDMENT BILL
the document so that it will be available for all members of

Parliament to read if they wish to do so. Adjourned debate on second reading.

Leave granted. (Continued from 4 August. Page 50.)

The Hon. ANNE LEVY: | obtained the report at the end N
of the conference, but the final editing and correction of typos  The Hon. C.J. SUMNER (Leader of the Opposition):
and so on has not occurred. Doubtless it has been done Bye Opposition supports this Bill. Essentially itis a procedur-
now, but | do not have the final edited version. However, 12l change which will make the law more comprehensible. The
am sure that its content will be no different from this one. InProposal emanates from a process, which was started when
the plan of action for the future the document picks 10 critical Was Attorney-General, to review the criminal law. A
areas of concern. It discusses the background to those ared#mber of Bills have been introduced as a part of that process
of concern and then sets out plans for remedying the situatioind a number of discussion papers on various issues prepared
in those 10 areas, the titles of which | will mention. by Mr Matthew Goode. This Bill gives effect to one of the

There was great concern over the growing feminisation ofecommendations made as part of that review of the criminal
poverty; there was concern about inequality in women’daw which | assume will be an ongoing one. The Attorney-
access to and participation in economic activities. The thir§seneral might like to tell me whether he does intend to
aspect is inadequate recognition of women’s role an@ontinue that process which was started a couple of years ago
concerns in environmental and natural resource managemekthen | was Attorney-General.

The fourth concern is inequitable access to power and There have been no objections to this Bill as far as | can
decision making. The fifth concern is the violation of ascertain, exceptthat some members of the legal profession,
women’s human rights. This covers domestic violence, alonghe Law Society and, | think, the Criminal Lawyers Associa-
with many other situations where women’s rights are deniedion think that the opportunity should be taken in the context
The sixth concern is inequalities and lack of access to healtlef this Bill to abolish the felony murder rule which is referred
The seventh is inequality and lack of access to education arigl in the Attorney-General’s second reading explanation.
literacy. There is then the negative portrayal of women inthe The Opposition’s view is that if this matter is to be
media. It is interesting that the concerns regarding the@xamined—and we do not say that it should not be—it should
portrayal of women in the media are not limited to developede examined in the context of the review of the criminal law
countries such as Australia and New Zealand. Women frorgenerally and not be caught up in this Bill, which is of
throughout Asia and the Pacific region were equally confeasonably simple compass.
cerned and believed that something needed to be done aboutAs the Attorney-General pointed out, the felony murder
that. rule was abolished in the United Kingdom, or at least in
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England, in 1957, it has been abolished in Australia in thexamine the possibility of getting a uniform criminal law
Australian Capital Territory, and its abolition has beenaround Australia. CLOC has produced a number of discus-
recommended by numerous law reform bodies over the yearsion papers which have been circulated widely and which will
For the moment at least the Government has decided not &ventually form the basis of its recommendations. | should
move on this issue, and | do not want to delay the progredike to know whether this issue is still active and whether it
of this Bill by debating the issue in the context of it at this will be considered by the Criminal Law Officers Committee
time. as part of the uniformity exercise.

. ) ) . The Hon. R.D. LAWSON secured the adjournment of the
The Attorney-General might like to advise the Council yepate.
whether this issue will be addressed by the Criminal Law
Officers Committee (CLOC), which is comprised of officers ADJOURNMENT
of Attorneys-General departments around Australia and
which has been looking at a project that was commenced by At 6.7 p.m. the Council adjourned until Thursday
the Standing Committee of Attorneys-General (SCAG) tall August at 2.15 p.m.



