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Fishing and Seafood Industry Skills Centre at Fishing Industry
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL House, Port Adelaide?

2. What recurrent or capital funding do both the South
Tuesday 17 October 1995 Australian and Commonwealth Governments provide to the Centre?
The Hon. R.I. LUCAS:

; 1. The Fishing Industry Skills Centre was established in 1992
The PRESIDENT (Hon. Peter Dunnjtook the Chairat ; \yaierville through a Commonwealth grant of $153 000 which

2.15 p.m. and read prayers. was used to purchase land.
DETAFE also contributed $10 000 towards establishment.
PAPERS TABLED In January 1994, the Skills Centre relocated to the Port Adelaide
campus of the Regency Institute under a tenancy agreement to pay
The following papers were laid on the table: a peppercorn rent of $1 per annum for 15 years.

DETAFE provided the Skills Centre with a loan of $88 000 to

By the Minister for Education and Children’s SerV'C(':‘Sfacilitate refurbishment required at Port Adelaide prior to their
(Hon. R.I. Lucas)— relocation.

Reports, 1994-95— $44 000 of the $88 000 loan has been repaid with the balance due
Economic Development Authority 7/7196. .
MFP Development Corporation Apart from the loan provided by DETAFE, no funds were
State Clothing Corporation actually provided to the Skills Centre to facilitate relocation to Port

Charter for ETSA Corporation Adelaide. o _

Response by Hon. J.W. Olsen, MP, Minister for Industry, 2. No recurrent funding is provided by DETAFE other than
Manufacturing, Small Business and Regional traineeship monies from ANTA via DETAFE, however considerable
Development to Statutory Authorities Review support is offered by way of the tenancy agreement whereby the

Committee—Third Interim Report on the Review of ~ Skills Centre pays $1 per annum as rental for office space.
the Electricity Trust of South Australia (Accounting Subject to clarification on availability of funds, approval has been

Issues) given for capital expenditure of approximately $220 000 at Port
e Adelaide campus which will incorporate the expansion requirements
By the Attorney-General (Hon. K.T. Griffin)— of the Skills Centre.
Rules of Court—Environment, Resources and
Development Court—Environment, Resources and MINISTERIAL STAFF
Development Act— . .
Mining Applications 25.  The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS: How many full time equi-
Native Title Rules valent positions under the Government Management and Employ-
Regulations under the following Acts— ment Act or other South Australian Acts which are the responsibility
Environment, Resources and Development Court Act  ©f the Minister for Tourism and Minister for Industrial Affairs and
1993—Native Title Fees which are located outside of the Adelaide Statistical Division, have
Native Title (South Australia) Act 1994—Principle been lost in the period from 11 December 1993 until 31 January
Mining Act 1971—Native Title Amendments 1991'5r?e Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN:
Elgggrrgsg(g‘ll_g? Fishery Management CommltteesAGENCY FTE POSITIONS LOST

South Australian Tourism

Commission 6.0 (Melbourne)

6.0 (Sydney)

5.5 (Transferred to Adelaide from
outside of Adelaide Statistical

Attorney-General's Department

South Australian office of Financial Supervision
Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee

South Eastern Water Conservation and Drainage Board
Industrial Relations Court—Industrial Relations

Commission ) Division)
Workers Compensation Review Panel Eﬁgﬁ?mem for Industrial 10
By the Minister for Transport (Hon. Diana Laidlaw)— Department for Building -
Regulation under the following Act— Management 6.5
Land Acquisition Act 1969—Forms
Reports, 1994-95— HUS EPIDEMIC
History Trust of South Australia—Fifteenth Annual
Report _ The Hon. R.l. LUCAS (Minister for Education and
State Opera of South Australia Children’s Services): | seek leave to table a copy of a

State Theatre Company of South Australia

South Australian Museum Board ministerial statement made today by the Premier in another

Adelaide Festival Centre place on the HUS epidemic.
Department for the Arts and Cultural Development Leave granted.
SA Greyhound Racing Board
Response by Hon. M.H. Armitage, MP, Minister for
Health, to Report of the Economic and Finance QU ESTION TIME
Committee’s Inquiry into the Disbursement of Grant
Funds by South Australian Government Agencies. BASIC SKILLS TESTING
QUESTIONS ON NOTICE The Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES: | seek leave to make

a brief explanation before asking the Minister for Education
The PRESIDENT: | direct that written answers to the and Children’s Services a question about remedial action
following questions on the Notice Paper, as detailed in théollowing the basic skills test.
schedule that | now table, be distributed and printed in Leave granted.

Hansard Nos 4 and 25. The Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES: Now that the Govern-
ment has skill tested children in years 3 and 5 at a cost
FISHING AND SEAFOOD INDUSTRY SKILLS CENTRE exceeding $500 000, it would be reasonable to expect the

4. The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS: Minister to make a statement on the findings of the test and
1. What funding was provided by the South Australian ang@nnounce the steps that he intends to take to improve learning
Commonwealth Governments to establish the South Australianutcomes. In areas where children were shown to have
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learning difficulties one might expect an announcement oéchools. For example, the Literacy Challenge by the
additional resources and staffing formulas to be under revieWCommonwealth Labor Government states that up to 20 per
Indeed, one could predict that some schools might needent of our children leave primary schools with some form
specialist teachers and that schools might need more, not 260 literacy problem, and clearly that sort of circumstance
fewer, school support officers. However, there has beenannot be resolved overnight by an incoming Government.
nothing from the Minister—just his claims that the tests werd-or the first time, a Government has identified the problem
a great success because they took place. My questions to thed will target the additional resources for schools to try to
Minister are: assist.

1. What resources have been allocated to manage In effect, we must ensure that we get the maximum benefit
remedial programs identified as being necessary by skillsom the existing teaching and school support staff resources
testing? within our schools. That is why the cornerstones training and

2. How will resources be directed to assist children whadevelopment program will, for the first time, train all 4 000
have been identified by skills testing as having a learning@f our early childhood and junior primary teachers in
difficulty, and what funds have been made available for thigechniques of identification of students with learning

purpose? difficulties and, more importantly, what a classroom teacher
The PRESIDENT: | remind the questioner that a lot of can do for those 25 to 30 students in the classroom to assist
opinion was contained in that question. them with learning difficulties. Therefore, we have a two-

The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: | am sure the honourable member pronged response: there is the responsibility of the classroom
would be delighted to know that the Government will beteacher and the additional resource that the Government or
providing additional resources and it has already indicatethe taxpayers can provide and will be providing to assist those
how it will be doing so. In broad terms, as the Governmenthildren whom we identify with learning difficulties. | am

has outlined— sure that the Leader of the Opposition will be delighted to
The Hon. Carolyn Pickles interjecting: know that the Government is providing that additional
The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: | have already indicated on a targeted resource to assist those students who have been
number of public occasions, but— identified.
The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting:
The Hon. R.l. LUCAS: | am sure that will occur. The GARIBALDI SMALLGOODS

Government has announced that its $10 million funding for

its Early Years strategy is designed solely to assist those The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS:| seek leave to make a brief

students within the early years who have been identified a@xplanation before asking the Attorney-General a question

having learning difficulties. A range of programs have beerfibout the basis of the Garibaldi affair.

implemented in the first year. This year has seen the introduc- Leave granted.

tion of the Cornerstone training and development program, The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS: | was going to direct this

the provision of extra speech pathologists and guidancguestion to the Hon. Julian Stefani—however, he probably

officers, as well as extra reading recovery offerings forwould not have answered it—and | believe the question has

teachers and schools. been answered somewhere else. Last week the member for
In 1996 there will be a continuation of the provision of Mitchell gave the member for Elizabeth some free legal

extra speech pathologists and guidance officers, readirggdvice relating to Food Act prosecutions arising from the

recovery programs, a range of other early interventiorHUS outbreak in Garibaldi Smallgoods. Section 26 of the

programs, and assistance being funded by the Early Yeaforoners Act states:

Strategy to aSSISt Ch”dren |dent|f|ed W|th |eal’ning dIf‘fICU|tIes A coroner must not proceed with an inquest where a person has
The tragedy of the past 20 years has been that, for toleeen charged in criminal proceedings with causing the event that is,

long, the special needs of these children in their early year® is to be, the subject of an inquest, unless the Attorney-General

has been ignored by Labor Governments, sadly. For the fir§{rects him to do so.

time children in South Australian schools will have their The member for Mitchell, in interpreting this section, said

particular learning needs identified and tackled by a Goverrihat the Coroners Act is quite specific that if criminal

ment with a strategy which has been provided with additionaproceedings are commenced the coronial inquiry will have

resources to the tune of $10 million. | have also— to stop. My question is: in the six months after the Health
The Hon. Carolyn Pickles interjecting: Commission became aware that there may have been
The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: That is exactly it. That is what breaches of the Food Act in relation to Garibaldi Smallgoods

we are talking about. and the HUS outbreak earlier this year, was there any
The Hon. Carolyn Pickles interjecting: obstacle to the Attorney-General directing the Coroner to

The Hon. R.l. LUCAS: The Leader of the Opposition is continue with his inquiry in the event that prosecutions had
not happy with the response she is hearing because heen initiated?
indicates that this Government is not interested in being an The PRESIDENT: Order! | remind members when
educational voyeur about these sorts of issues; it is naisking questions not to give opinions or make hypothetical
interested in just looking at the problem and doing nothingcases. At the beginning of that question there was a hypo-
about it, as previous Labor Governments have done. Thithetical case. That leads to inciting or exciting Ministers to

Government is establishing the problems— make very long answers in response. Members should keep
The Hon. Carolyn Pickles interjecting: their questions to the point. The Attorney-General.
The PRESIDENT: Order! The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: | am very happy to become

The Hon. R.l. LUCAS: —and we are now interested in excitable. It happens on occasions, and if | feel strongly
implementing and funding, with additional resources,enough about an issue members opposite may well experi-
programs to try to do something about it. We will not be ableence that level of excitement. | put this matter into context
to correct overnight the problems within our South Australianast week. In the normal course one would not proceed with
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a coronial inquiry when there is a prosecution on foot. Even 3. What compensation will be made to rabbit breeders in
if the Attorney-General had given a direction to the CoroneiSouth Australia for the damage and inconvenience that may
that the inquiry should continue notwithstanding thatbe caused by this outbreak?

prosecutions were on foot, in the hypothetical context to 4. Where is Scully, and where is Mulder?

which the honourable member referred, the fact is that the The Hon, K.T. GRIFFIN: | will refer the questions to my

directors wou_ld have been within their rights to refuse tocolleague in another place and bring back replies. My
answer questions. recollection of this is that it is essentially a matter that until
The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting: now has been under the responsibility of the Commonwealth,
The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: As the Hon. Angus Redford through the CSIRO. But, quite obviously, the State needs to
interposes, the criminal court might have decided to mak&e conscious of the consequences of the action that has
some observation about that. | would think that in the normapccurred, and for that reason the Minister for Primary
course it would be improper for a coronial inquiry to continue!ndustries will continue, | am sure, to keep the Parliament and
and seek to coerce witnesses to give evidence when tho8e people apprised of the situation as he sees itand as he is
witnesses might be the subject of criminal prosecution. Thadvised.
was the essence of it. | thought that last week | made it clear
that that was the context in which this matter ought to be The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS: | seek leave to ask a
considered. supplementary question about the rabbit calicivirus.
Leave granted
RABBITS The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS:I direct this question to the
Attorney-General representing the Minister for Health, or
The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: | seek leave to make a brief Whichever Minister is involved. Given that the CSIRO has
explanation before asking the Attorney-General, representingfopped the export of rabbits in South Australia, what action

the Minister for Primary Industries, a question about rabbitvill the Government take to ensure that the public is protect-
calicivirus disease. ed on the domestic market from rabbits being sold in South

Leave granted. Australia?

The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: Last week | asked a question The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: That will be a matter initially
in anticipation of some problems that may occur with thefoJéggow'trgsﬁﬁ;fgé \'I’ngzrr)]/dlrlgdril;]stré?ékagcg vlwll refer that
spread of the rabbit calicivirus which was being introduced! ’ 9 Ply-
to Wardang Island as a field test. My worst fears—and |
guess those of other people—appear to have been substantiat-

ed on the basis that the Minister's announcements indicated The Hon. MJ. ELLIOTT: | seek leave to make a brief

that the field test had spread from the rabbit warrens sur- . ) o )
rounded by fencing and Svire It has now moved outside th x_p!ananon befo_re asking the Minister representing both the
: inister for Environment and Natural Resources and the

area on to the island and—if the indications are correct—o inister for Housing and Urban Develobment a question
to the mainland. | guess other people made those predictioh% 9 P q

as well as I. It has almost reach¥eFilesproportions at this dbout the Patawalonga development.

stage, for those members who ¥ilesfans. The investi- Leave granted . .
gations are trying to eliminate the problems associated with The Hon.M.J. ELLIOTT: A large proportion of public

the spread of the disease. For those who have not beéind that bounds the coastline and the Patawalonga could be
watching theX-Files—and | guess that some amongst us arédmpacted upon by the current development options proposed
fans and others are not—it is an American produced progra#®r Glenelg. It has been suggested that waterfrontage land on

that has a lot of the believable mixed up with a lot of thethe Patawalonga and possibly the coastline may be handed
unbelievable. It has wide cult following. over to private developers during the course of development

The Hon. R.I. Lucas interjecting: of the area. It has also been put to me that the whole Patawa-
. } : _ longa clean-up will create a significant private benefit.

The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: The Hon. Mr MrLucasisa  prjyate developers have been pushing for water in the
keen follower. The difference between teFilesconspira- - patawalonga to be of primary contact quality all the year

cies and this episode is that the Minister has been keeping thg,nd. Hence. the suggestion for a second mouth at West

public informed, and thatis not the case with many ofXhe  gaach to be carved through some of the last remaining coastal
Filesprograms. | thank the Minister and the Government folggnq dunes in the area.

being open about it and for keeping the public up to date with
what is going on. My questions are in relation to an article i
theAustraliantoday and are due to the statement made by th
Director of the Australian Nature Conservation Agencyt
(Dr Peter Bridgewater) who said that scientific opinions
varied on the importance of controlling foxes at the same tim
as rabbits. In relation to a question | asked last week, | wag
concerned that, if foxes were not controlled at the same tim

PATAWALONGA

| have been approached by people who are keen to see that
ublic access to the water remain. At the moment, you are
ble to walk the entire length of Glenelg beach and most of
he Patawalonga. South Australia’s colonial commissioners
ave instructions to Surveyor-General Colonel William Light
nd his successors to reserve 150 links (about 30 metres)
]%om the high water mark of our coasts and inland waterways
o he b were e out. ey would st 0 pick of oufg, Jove "o FTE058% 5 1t 1wl ot be prvetely
native species. My qugst!ons gre. o o _ensure public access to areas, something which many other

1. What are the variations in the scientific opinion beingcountries have forsaken. In places such as the United States,
advanced? public access has been for ever denied to coasts and water-

2. What scientific evidence will the Minister be acting ways which have become cluttered with private develop-
upon? ments.
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It is recognised that there are limited areas which areeport to the Local Government Association and you may be assured
alienated by public works and that this is unavoidablethat the Ministers involved will give serious consideration to any
However, in the case of the Patawalonga, it is solely privat&ecommendations forthcoming from the association.
interests that would benefit from the alienation of waterfron- HOUSING TRUST TENANTS
tage land. Federal Better Cities money is being spent (I
understand about $11 million), but people have expressed Inreply toHon. SANDRA KANCK (26 September).
concern to me as to whether or not that money will ultimately  The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: The Minister for Housing,

- ) . rban Development and Local Government Relations has provided
be spent for public benefit, which is the purpose of Bettet, following information.

Cities money, or private benefit. My questions to the Minister "1 "~ The Housing Trust is not putting its tenants at financial risk,

are: as the decision to purchase is theirs and contracts are ‘subject to
1. What justification is there for the transfer of public finance.’ Trust tenants who express an interest to purchase their
land to private interests? rental home, complete an Intention to Purchase form which is subject

to valuation and the availability of finance.
2. What parts of waterfrontage land near the developmenf The trust arranges an independent licensed valuation of the

site are being considered for transferral to private interestsstoperty and an offer is made to the tenant. The tenant has a thirty
3. If such transfers do occur, what would be their value(30) day period to consider and accept the offer and to make

and will they take into account the cost of improvements tc{lnancial arrangements with the lending authority of their choice. If
the Patawalonga and surrounding areas? he offer is not accepted, the trust cancels the sale without any further

obligation or cost to the tenant.

The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: | will refer the honour- 2. Any anxiety which may be caused by the sale process would
able member’s questions to the Minister and bring back &e dealt with by trust officers sympathetically. Housing Trust
reply. experience is that very little anxiety is caused, as the real estate

agents appointed by the trust explain all aspects of purchase in detail

GRANITE ISLAND before proceeding to valuation. Tenants are under no obligation to
purcfpase the:r home and it is trust policy not to relocate a tenant just
to effect a sale.

!thﬂg;(_)gg\hgﬂf AFDLIE ASVTT T(hze6 a%?éfé? thgrr )the Environ- 3. Most purchasers of real estate do so for reasons of security,

ment and Natural Resources has provided the following informatiorSt@Pility and wanting an investment for the future. All tenants who

1. The Government has given several public assurances thatqiPress an interest and desire to purchase their homes will discuss

has no intention at present or for the immediate future to introduc
an admission charge to Granite Island. However, there is a provisi
within the indenture agreement, signed by the Greater Granite Islal
Development Company, the District Council of Victor Harbor and |, =" &
the State Government, that the State at some future time ‘may charggcision- ) . .
a nominal fee or levy for persons crossing the Causeway’. While it ... 4: The trust's appointed real estate agents and Housing Trust
is reiterated that this Government has no intention of charging suchfficers continually reassure trust tenants that they are under no
afee, the indenture gives scope to some future Government over tRg!igation to purchase their rental property, if they do not wish to.
extended term of the indenture to consider such an option as a means
to raising revenue for the repair and maintenance of public facilities ABORIGINAL ARTWORKS
associated with Granite Island.

2. Atpresent the north shore, representing approximately only !N reply toHon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER (26 July).
14 per cent of the area of the island, is under a commercial Iea}ie The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW:  An investigation was carried out

urchase in detail with the real estate agent, including their ability
service a home loan and other responsibilities of home ownership.
e final decision to purchase is ultimately the tenant’s and feedback

fom most purchasers, indicates that they are very happy with their

agreement to the Greater Granite Island Development Company the Department for the Arts and Cultural Development’s Senior

There may be commercial leases or licences negotiated to providgroject Officer for Indigenous Arts, in collaboration with the

visitor intérpretations services in the greater portion of the islandPirector of the National Aboriginal Cultural Institute.

This portion is managed co-operatively between the Ngarrindjeri  The Director Mr Paul Canet-Senior is unaware of any arts and

community and the Department of Environment and Naturacraftbeing purchased by Tandanya staff from non Aboriginal people,

Resources. unless such persons are employed by an Aboriginal community from
3. Public access is available, and will continue to be availablgvhich purchases are made. o _

to the island. The lease agreement with the Greater Granite Island The following practices and guidelines relate to the purchasing

Development Company provides for public access through the leasét artworks and artefacts by Tandanya:

area to public facilities, such as the Screwpile Jetty. Only commer- . Tandanya only deal directly with artists; or o

cial facilities within the leased portion of the island will have some . Wwith agents and representatives employed by indigenous
level of restriction in the form of entry fees imposed by the lessee, organisations.

for example, the proposed Penguin Interpretation Centre. Non Aboriginal art dealers—arts and craft purchasing is only

Some restrictions will be placed on the public areas during the@greed to if the artist and or the community is known to Tandanya.
construction phase or during major maintenance works as a mattédso only if the individual artist and or community is recognised by
of public safety. Such restrictions are likely to be of a temporarythe payment of royalties on the contemporary or traditional design.
nature. It has been widely argued for some time that Australian

Other restrictions will be placed on the public areas of Aboriginallegislation provides insufficient protection for Aboriginal intellectual
cultural significance or important penguin rookeries on the currentlyproperty.
unleased portion of the island. This will be undertaken through the  This issue is the subject of a discussion paper sponsored by the
use of correctly placed boardwalks, redirection of footpaths andarious Ministers for Communications, the Arts and Aboriginal
incorporated with the proposed trail network and interpretation. Affairs. The period for comment to the paper has recently concluded,

and it is considered that given the sensitivity and complexity of
MITCHAM COUNCIL PARKING PAMPHLET issues associated with Aboriginal intellectual property, the paper is
only first stage in dealing with these issues.

In reply toHon. J.C. IRWIN (4 April).

The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: BEACH PROTECTION

1. | am aware of the pamphlet prepared by Mitcham City
Council. The question of parking on footpaths and nature strips has In reply toHon. G. WEATHERILL (26 September).
been the subject of extensive community debate in a number of The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: The Minister for the Environ-
council areas, including Mitcham. ment and Natural Resources has provided the following information.

2. | understand the issue is currently being examined by the The Minister for the Environment and Natural Resources is not
Local Government Parking Regulations Working Group of the Locakure from the question whether the honourable member was referring
Government Association, in cooperation with the Department oto timber groynes or to sand drift fencing, which in some cases, used
Transport. It is expected that the working group will subsequentlyto be made of cut brush, or whether he is referring to both. The
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Minister for the Environment and Natural Resources will deal firstsidered. Dr Allen described drivers in this category as the
with the question of groynes. main offenders. These drivers regarded themselves as

Groynes can be a useful method of coast protection and hafgqestryctible. The article listed the number of random breath
been used at some places in the State. They project into the surf zope

and trap sand which waves move along the coast, building up sarfgsts conducted in South Australia in the 14 years since
on one side and usually causing erosion on the other. Their ugesting was introduced in October 1981 together with the
depends on there being an adequate supply of sand and an expepercentage of drivers with a blood alcohol level exceeding the
able or non-erodable downdrift coast. Traditionally they have be?ermissible limit. What is disturbing about this table is the

built of timber, but rock is now a more common material. The groyn .
at the Patawalonga outlet at Glenelg and the smaller one at T ct that the number of random breath tests conducted in

Broadway, South Glenelg, are examples. outh Australia in 1994-95 was the lowest for seven years.
A groynefield has been considered for coast protection afhe number of tests was 226 319 compared with the record

Adelaide, but found to be more costly and a less attractive solutiopymber of 294 111 tests conducted in 1990-91—a fall of
than the present strategy of beach replenishment. Because of t

limited amount of sand on Adelaide beaches and the small natur§|Sme 23 per cent. However, the percgnt.age of persons tested
supply from the south, groynes would need to be combined with /N0 exceeded the blood alcohol limit in 1994-95 was
major beach replenishment. Without this they would merely.73 per cent, which was the highest figure recorded since the
redistribute sand, and beach improvements south of the groyndisnit was reduced from .08 to .05 in 1991-92.

would be at the expense of serious erosion elsewhere. The Minister As a member of the two select committees which recom-
for the Environment and Natural Resources has been advised that

groynes would need to be 200 to 250 metres long (about the size fénded and investigated random breath testing, | am
the groyne at Glenelg) and built approximately one kilometre apartconcerned at the fall in the number of random breath tests
They would have a significantimpact on the beaches. Neverthelesseing conducted. The select committee strongly believed in
the Minister for the Environment and Natural Resources has recen’%e need for a visible presence of random breath test units on

established an independent review under the chairmanship of : . -
Malcolm Kinnaird. This review will be re-examining options for >°Uth Australian roads to act as a deterrent to drink driving

protection of the Adelaide coast, including use of groynes. Thénd to force a change in the culture of drink driving. There
Minister for the Environment and Natural Resources expects this no question that the introduction of random breath testing

Committee to report back to him early in the new year. in South Australia has saved countless lives. Random breath
Management of seafront sand dunes continues to be an importap

activity for the Adelaide coast. With encouragement and some State st!ng has the quport of the. three p0|ItI(?a| Parties in the
funding through the Coast Protection Board, local councils providd-€dislative Council. Can the Minister explain why there has
walkways and prevent inland sand drift using sand drift fencing andeen a fall in the number of random breath tests being
plantings. _ conducted in South Australia in each of the last five years?
As the honourable member notes, storms cut into the dunesyj| the Government investigate Dr Allen’s suggestion of a

sometimes making it difficult for local councils, who provide this ; ;
more direct kind of coastal management, to restore access to & blood alcohol level requirement for drivers under 25

beach. Temporary arrangements are sometimes needed until beX8ars? _
conditions improve, and it is not always safe to restore access The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: 1, too, was interested to
immediately. note from the article that the number of random breath tests

Dune erosion during storms is a hatural process which cannot heynqucted last year was the lowest on record and yet we
avoided, even if there was more sand on the beach and the dunés

were wider. Most of the sand eroded from the dunes will return undefecorded the highest number of incidents where people had
calmer conditions and the dune will re-form as dry sand is blowrbeen caught drink driving and that it does seem to be an
back toward it. It is often useful to assist this using sand drift fencingalarming result. The area in terms of the conduct of random
though itis best to wait until after the winter before building the ”eWbtreath tests lies with the Minister for Emergency Services,

fences. Drift fencing and planting has been used successfully -
many places on the Adelaide coast. However, building sand dun&,rId I willtherefore refer that aspect of the honourable

depends on there being enough sand on the beaches, so this tend8@Mber’s question to the Minister and bring back a reply. In
be a supplementary rather than a primary coast protection activitghe meantime, | accept the honourable member’s assessment
The condition of Adelaide beaches is kept under continuoushat a visible presence of random breath test facilities is

review by regular measurement of beach and nearshore sand Ieveilﬁ ; ; ; ;
This information is used to determine and monitor the Coas ghly desirable if we are to be successful in reducing the

Protection Board’s ongoing beach replenishment strategy. Thigumber of people who drink and drive. If there is not a
year's program includes a major biennial replenishment at Brightorperception that you will be caught there is very little deterrent
using sand to be dredged from Port Stanvac; replenishment sang|ue.

taken by truck to the eroding coast at Semaphore Park and Tennyson; |+ is also true that young people generally feel indestruct-
and the trucking of sand past the Patawalonga and Torrens outlet%]e whether thev are either drink drivina or generally drivin
All work is to be undertaken by the coastal councils, except théP'€: Yy gorg y g

major dredged sand replenishment. This work is to be undertaken t§n the roads. We know from road crash statistics that people
Ietténﬁ :t Sg;téag c?Sr% zgpervised by the Department of Environmeninder 25 are the most vulnerable. The highest number/
an =S ) roportion per age group, however, is with probationary
and e o Proecton Boardand ;“niemzt";zgﬁggﬁgtvgﬁn“;zijg.ence nolders, and this s a disturbing feature of recent
ment of seafront sand dunes. ears. It is for that reason that the Government will introduce
legislation shortly to make even more effective a driver
BLOOD ALCOHOL LEVELS intervention system that we put into practise in August last
year, where probationary and learner drivers are challenged
The Hon. L.H. DAVIS: | seek leave to make an explan- about their attitudes to drink and drug abuse and driving. That
ation before asking the Minister for Transport a questioriegislation, which will be introduced in the near future, will
about blood alcohol levels for drivers. provide the Registrar of Motor Vehicles with the power to
Leave granted. compel learner drivers or probationary drivers to attend a
The Hon. L.H. DAVIS: Yesterday'sAdvertisercarried lecture where they have been disqualified from driving for
a front page story which quoted the former Director of Royalvarious reasons, including drink driving. For probationary
Adelaide Hospital's accident and emergency department, Dand learner drivers, zero is the current standard.
Mervyn Allen, as saying that a zero blood alcohol level for ~ Under the national road laws there are to be new Aus-
drivers under 25 in South Australia might need to be contralian road rule regulations, which are to be circulated late
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this year. However, | understand that they will not include Members interjecting:
references to drink driving or blood alcohol limits. Certainly, ~The PRESIDENT: Order!
the Government itself has no plans at this stage to reduce to The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: We are not sure if he is
zero blood alcohol levels for people in that age group. It mMayaction leader or just a member of the faction, but we believe
be something that the Road Safety Consultative Councihat he has had some successes over the past week, because
would wish to explore. It can take up such references on itgenerally the Hon. Mr Weatherill does not get an opportunity
own initiative and does not require references from me ag ask a question until way down the list. Now, straight after
Minister. the convention, and after the front bench, the Hon.
. Mr Weatherill is right up there, and we are very pleased to
The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: | _desm_a to as_k a S“pp'er_”?”' see it, especially with such an excellent question such as this.
tary question. | am not sure if | missed it in the original The Hon, Mr Weatherill was quite a statesman in saying that
explanation, but do these figures account for changes frofje 4o not need to blame anyone about signs and that we
.08 10.05? : should just get something done.
The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW:  Yes. | am very keen to address this issue, as is the honourable
ROAD SIGNS member. | understand that there have been meetings with _the
Department of Transport and local government and also with

The Hon. G. WEATHERILL: | seek leave to make a the RAA, which is now fully on side in terms of improving
brief explanation before asking the Minister for TransportSignage. It was slow to be enthusiastic about this and has

and, perhaps, the Minister for Tourism, a question about roa2!ly led the campaign for the silly little signs that we have
signs. well in advance of a street. They are of little use to anyone

Leave granted. when trying to find their way about Adelaide because they are
The Hon. G. WEATHERILL: Some time ago | asked not ready to look out for a street sign 100 metres before the

a question about road signs, and the Minister indicated thatreetitself. Unless you are familiar with Adelaide, it is hard

road signs had been erected on South Road. The signs théPed€t around.

are quite good. | have driven along South Road and noted that The Hon. Anne Levy: | find them—
the signs indicate exactly where one is and where the places The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW:  The honourable member
one wants to visit are located. Such signs make it easy fanay find them useful, but she is an exception and certainly,
tourists and people driving through the State. The Ministefor visitors to Adelaide about whom the Hon. Mr Weatherill
also said that she would contact local government an#as so concerned—and so he should be—it is extraordinarily
ascertain whether it would work with the Government todifficult to get around. The big directional signs as on Main
improve road signs in South Australia. South Road have also been installed at Gepps Cross, Port
I refer also to the poor signage on North Terrace, becaus&akefield and Panatalinga Road, and they will be progres-
people have asked me there where the Museum and tiséely introduced.
Library are because there are no signs in the area. It is a The Hon. T. Crothers: Barton Terrace!
ridiculous position facing anyone who is a tourist in South  The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: No, Barton Terrace
Australia. The same applies to someone on Burbridge Roa&mains closed. In terms of improving signage, the airport is
or Tapleys Hill Road who is trying to find the airport, and this a good idea. The Department of Transport is exploring with
situation has to be fixed. We are getting complaints all thehe RAA and, I think, local government the numbering of our
time about road signs and people not finding their way aroungbads. In Europe and possibly the United States each road—
this State. The situation should be improved. Has the Ministemajor or minor—has a number, and the numbers are easy to
met with local government? What money has been put asidellow both on streets and on maps. The issue is being

for this purpose? explored to further address the problems that the honourable
Members interjecting: member has raised.
The PRESIDENT: Order! As to North Terrace, in terms of the cultural institutions,
The Hon. G. WEATHERILL: What was the attitude of they are discreetly marked. They are marked better than they
local government on this issue? were with upright signs. They used to be low, discreet, almost
The Hon. L.H. Davis: The Hon. Barbara Wiese prom- knee-level signs that one almost fell over and people were not
ised— actually able to read them. However, we now have upright
The PRESIDENT: Order! signs. They are the province of the Adelaide City Council,

The Hon. G. WEATHERILL: It is a matter not of and | share the honourable member’s exasperation in trying
blaming someone but of solving the problem. | ask theto get the Adelaide City Council to get anything constructive
Council to bear with me for one moment, because | woulddone in this area. Some might say that it relates to a number
like to give the Council some information. There were noof areas. In terms of signage in this city and the recording of

losers at the ALP Convention—only the Liberal Party. heritage buildings, the council has talked for years and years
Members interjecting: (as long as | have been a resident, let alone a member of
The PRESIDENT: Order! Parliament, and that is some 12 years) and has still done

The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: The honourable member nothing. It is about time it did.
seems to be seeking to justify media attention and attention
in this place generally to all the carryings on at the Labor WILLS
Party conference at the weekend. We are still trying to work
out with which of the five or six factions in the Labor Party ~ The Hon. R.D. LAWSON: | seek leave to make a brief
the honourable member is now associated. There has begxplanation before asking the Minister for Consumer Affairs
speculation on this side that the Castro left, of which thea question about wills.
honourable member may be faction leader— Leave granted.
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The Hon. R.D. LAWSON: | recently heard a radio many, a national scheme known as the Investment-Linked
advertisement for something called the ‘Australian Will Kit', Scheme, which is designed to attract business migrants to
a do-it-yourself will kit advertised at a very reasonable priceAustralia based on investments ranging from a minimum of

of $19.95. $750 000 to a maximum of $2 million, to be deposited in the
Members interjecting: coffers of the Treasury of the State of the investor’s choice
The PRESIDENT: Order! by means of a financial instrument, normally issued by the

The Hon. R.D. LAWSON: This advertisement has a financial authority of the chosen State in the form of bonds,
rather melodramatic voice over, which says words to thavhich are tied to a minimum of three years, during which
effect, ‘Do you know that if you die without having made a time they cannot be sold, and various other mechanisms that
will the Government will determine who receives your make it fairly attractive for the States to induce as many
property and your kids.’ As the Minister would be well business migrants as possible under this scheme.
aware, will forms have been available from stationers for | have come across a number of people in positions of
many years and, more recently, a number of do-it-yourselfissisting the process of attracting business migrants to
will kits have become available. So, the fact that such kits aréustralia who are not yet aware of this scheme: people in
being promoted is of no surprise. Does the Minister agre¢egional development councils, financial institutions, people
with the suggestion implicit in the advertisement, namelyjnvolved in the network of overseas chambers of commerce
that the Government will determine who receives a person’and business councils, and other interested parties. Will the
property and kids, is misleading and, if so, will the Minister Minister say what initiatives have been taken in order to
investigate the advertisement with a view to taking appropriensure that all those who can assist in this process, which is
ate action? manifestly beneficial to the State, are aware of the existence

The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: Any person who advertises a of the scheme; that South Australia now participates in the
do-it-yourself will-making kit is probably doing a service to scheme; and, if nothing has been done, when any initiative
the legal profession because invariably people who makis likely to take place in order to maximise the benefits to the
their own wills get something wrong. In my days of practice State by attracting as many business migrants as possible and
I encountered a number of people who either forgot to datéheir moneys to this State?
or properly witness the form, or failed to fill out some of the ~ The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: | will refer those questions to my
blank spaces, and that inevitably incurred a significant cogtolleague in another place and bring back a reply.
in repairing it. Members would know that both the Law
Society and Public Trustee, along with other trustee com- SEXIST LANGUAGE
panies, give advice on the making of wills. It has always been
my advice to people that they need to have some professional 1"€ Hon. ANNE LEVY: | seek leave to make an
advice to ensure that the people whom they leave behind gxplanation before dlrecthg aquestion to the Minister for the
not end up with a bigger mess than before a person dies. >tatus of Women a question about sexist language.

Whilst, | suppose, some people would like to have the ~-€ave granted. _

Government regarded as providing a service from the cradle The Hon. ANNE LEVY: The Liberal code of conduct

to the grave, the fact is that, in this area of what people d§tates:

with their property, the only involvement that Government ~ Ministers must accept the standards of conduct which are higher
has is through the parliamentary process, where provisioﬁga” those applying to others having office in the Parliament or the

relating to intestacy have been designated by statute and, {yjder community.

course, provisions exist under the Inheritance (Familycertainly, a number of individuals have commented to me
Provision) Act, which enable potential beneficiaries tothatthisis avery reasonable statement and would imply that
challenge the validity of and provisions in a will. domineering and dismissive behaviour is not acceptable by
As far as the Government is concerned, if no beneficianMinisters. The Minister for Health in another place has
or relative can be identified then proceeds from a deceasédready been widely criticised a few months ago for his use
estate will go into consolidated revenue, but that is really a8f racistlanguage in this Parliament. He has now used sexist
amatter of last resort. Executors and trustees generally try #§d demeaning language by addressing the shadow Minister
find a surviving beneficiary, even if that person might befor Health as ‘baby’, saying, ‘Just hang on, baby’ to her in the
fairly remote from the deceased. If no beneficiary can b&ourse of debate, and this is recordedHansard My
identified, proceeds from a deceased estate will ultimatelfluestions to the Minister are— _
end up with consolidated revenue. The advertisement to TheHon.A.J. REDFORD: I rise on a point of order, Mr
which the honourable member refers is, | think, misleadingPresident. This question directly refers to a debate in the other
If the honourable member can provide me with some morélace. It is therefore subject to a ruling of the Speaker in
detail about the time and place | will undertake to have thénother place, and I would ask, Mr President, that you rule

matter examined. it out of order. . o
The PRESIDENT: | believe that the explanation is not
INVESTMENT-LINKED SCHEME the question. There is no point of order.

The Hon. ANNE LEVY: My questions to the Minister
The Hon. P. NOCELLA: | seek leave to make a brief are:
explanation before asking the Minister for Education and 1. Does the Minister condone the use of sexist language,
Children’s Services, representing the Minister for Industrysuch as ‘baby’ to an adult woman by the Minister for Health?
Manufacturing, Small Business and Regional Development, 2. Does the Minister for Health refer to the Minister for
a question about the Investment-Linked Scheme. Transport (his sister-in-law) as ‘baby’ during Cabinet
Leave granted. meetings or in other formal situations?
The Hon. P. NOCELLA: On 1 August this year, the The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: | am sorry that the
Government joined, reluctantly and belatedly in the view ofhonourable member has not had an opportunity to speak with
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her colleague in the other place because she would realise ti#44 953 per annum, assuming preservation to age 55, or
the Minister for Health had taken the first opportunity—when$51 126 per annum, assuming preservation to age 60.

he realised a private comment wasHansard—to ring the Under Justice Olsson’s judgment, Dr Blaikie was retrench-
shadow Minister for Health, explain that it was a privateed, but the Government disputed that. The judge made that
comment and apologise and that his apology was acceptedetermination, and unless it was taken on appeal to test that

Members interjecting: point that position stood in relation to Dr Blaikie. In conse-
The PRESIDENT: Order! guence of that decision by Justice Olsson, Dr Blaikie had a
statutory right to a retrenchment pension from the date of

BLAIKIE, Dr D. termination of his employment. The $250 000 paid to him at

the time of termination does not affect his statutory right to
The Hon. J.C. IRWIN: | seek leave to make a brief @ pension, and the payment is categorised as compensation

explanation before asking the Attorney-General a questiofpr the termination of employment: for example, breach of

aboutSouth Australian Superannuation Fund v. Blaikie ﬁontdract% loss of re[i_utation, loss of opportunity and other
Leave granted. €ads ot compensation. L ”
) The judgment places Dr Blaikie in a position where he
Cozne uHﬁgéf'\%;tFi{g/glg'lslgosneprfgmdbee(; t%g\i\?nth: ggg;?g:]eiwould have been double dipping and enjoying both the
’ : o - {Ermination payment and the pension. The settlement means
respect of a claim by Dr Blaikie, the former Chairman of the hat there is a saving to the Government of between $268 000
South Australian Health Commission, for a retrenchmen nd $363 000, that double dipping is avoided and thus the
pension foIIowmg_thg termination of his appointment. There payers get \’/alue for the original payment of $250 000, and
){’;’;Z ;l:lcl;:rhyecr)ef wg’sdgsggdsgomegggé ?ﬁ;{l{[thg]ri ﬁsitaééhﬁ:t the prospect of the judgment being used as a precedent
aopeal against the decision gl%as an appeal been%nstitut%fgsUbStamia”y reduced. Another potential consequence was
aﬁg if no% whyv not? ' P at, in the event of any appeal, if there was a finding that he
) » Why not: . , . had not been effectively retrenched, the Government might
The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: Members will recall thatthis  p4ye had him back as the CEO of the Health Commission,
case involved an application by Dr Blaikie to the Superannuay g that was not consistent with the Government's wishes.
tion Fund for the awarding of a retrenchment rather than a Assuming preservation to age 55 and Dr Blaikie's
retirement pension. He argued that, as a result of negotlatlor%coming entitled to a retirement pension of $44 935 per

by th_e Government with him, he had b_een retre_nched fOgmnum, the loss involved in paying the retrenchment pension
pension purposes rather than voluntarily agreeing to th fter age 55 represents a continuing loss of $25 763 per

:ﬁrmllinatll%n gf his qoqtrac’r_re;]nd Sppomtmenilas ClizhalglmBan %Annum in today’s figures. Assuming preservation to age 60—
€ nea ommission. 1hé superannuation Fund Boarg,y \ya pave to remember that there is a distinction to be

decided that he was not entitled to a retrenchment pensioH‘ade, depending on the age to which the pension might have

/micr . 8 paying the retrenchment pension after age 60 represents a
so?e ‘t)u?l'c dlscuss:or_ln\]/vktle_therlt_thetmlatter sht(t)uldf betrtlhgontinuing loss of $19 569 per annum in today’s figures. In
subject ot an appeal. That IS ultimately a matler 1or In&,q;e\ing 3 satisfactory settiement of this matter, we have to

Superannuation Fund Board, but it involved the Governme%eigh the advantages and disadvantages, but, on balance,

bec‘?‘use of the revenue impacts of the judgment made tmere is a substantial saving to taxpayers on the long-term
Justice Olsson.

o ) . cost of the judgment by entering into the settlement which has
The negotiations were directed towards endeavouring tgeen reached.

find a resolution of the issues, particularly in relation to the

retrenchment pension. As a result of the various negotiations, BANK SA BUILDING

a settlement was reached, and in consequence there has not

been an appeal. The settlement has been satisfactorily The Hon. T.G. CAMERON: | seek leave to make a brief
resolved. There was no confidentiality agreement in place asxplanation before asking the Minister for Education and
a result of the negotiations, so | feel at liberty to tell theChildren’s Services, representing the Treasurer, a question
Council what the terms of the settlement were. That is to babout the Bank SA building.

contrasted with some of the previous Government's negotia- Leave granted.

tions where commercial confidentiality or other arrangements  The Hon. T.G. CAMERON: In the Advertisertoday
for confidentiality were in place and which, in a sensethere is an article about the value of the Bank SA building
subverted the authority of the Parliament. having plummeted to $50 million. The article states:

It should be said that the settlement represents a signifi- SANTOS . . has leased the top three floors of the buildingind
cant saving to the Government of the long-term cost of th&ecured the naming rights in a deal brokered by the Government
judgment. The saving of that long-term cost is betweerf\sset Management Division. Mr Bakersaid he could not release
$268 000 and $363 000. Both Treasury and the Crowfinancial details of the deal.

Solicitor’s office have confirmed the advantageous nature ofAs SANTOS is one of the Liberal Party’s biggest donors at
the settlement. The terms of the settlement are that there is &tate and Federal level and in order to avoid any accusations
be a payment by the State of $450 000, which is in additiomf favouritism to companies which donate to the Liberal
to the $250 000 paid at the time of termination of theParty, will the Treasurer provide this Council with the full
contract, a reduction of Dr Blaikie’s pension entitlement fromfinancial details surrounding this transaction?

a retrenchment pension of $70 698 per annum from the date The Hon. R.l. LUCAS: There was an apt description of

of termination of his contract to age 55 or 60, which dependshe Centre Left and its membership in tAdvertiserthis

on his age of preserved retirement, to a retirement pension aforning, which my temperate nature prevents me from
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repeating in the Legislative Council, but | would refer  Standing Orders be so far suspended as to enable the honourable
members to the report and its apt description of members dfember to ask her question and for me to reply.
the Centre Left. | will refer that question to my colleague in  The Hon. SANDRA KANCK: Mr President, does that

another place and bring back a reply. allow me to continue the explanation?
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: No; ask the question.
AUDIT OVERVIEW The Hon. SANDRA KANCK: T'll ask it tomorrow.

In reply toHon. T.G. CAMERON (28 September).

The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: The Premier has provided the following
information.

1. Asindicated in the ministerial statement by the honourable
the Premier on 27 September 1995, a group of senior executives
comprising the chief executives of the Departments of Premier and ADDRESS IN REPLY
Cabinet, Treasury and Finance and Attorney-General's, and the
Director of the Office of Public Sector Reform, has been asked to : : :
provide advice to Cabinet on the policy issues which arise from the Adjou_med debate on motion for adoption.
report of the Auditor-General. In particular, the group has been asked (Continued from 10 October. Page 107.)
to develop a more precisely defined prudential management
framework and function within the public sector to ensure probity  The Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES (Leader of the

and integrity matters continue to be given proper consideration. Th Y. : e £
need for a prudential management function arises because of tr;@epposmon). | support the motion. South Australia’s first

fundamental changes taking place in public administration with th&voman Governor, Dame Roma Mitchell, has brought to the
increasing use of competitive tendering and contracting out QVICG Regal Office great dignity and an awareness about
Government services. Prudential management will ensure effectvMgsues facing all South Australians, regardless of their age or
coordination in the consideration of commercial, legal and f'”anc'abackground. In particular, Dame Roma has a special interest

issues involved negotiating processes and set clear rules to ens . . - .
the probity of the processes at all times. Yhd understanding of the important issues for Aboriginal

2. While the Auditor-General did not question the legality of the PEOPI€ In our community. Dame Roma has a sense of duty
transactions, he advised that the mechanism used is not consider@dmired by all South Australians, and a keen sense of history.
to have been foreseen by, nor be in the spirit of, previous practicéis this balance that would be so important if South Australia

and existing legislation. The Government's wish to ensure full it St i
accountability to Parliament is reflected in the decision to reverse threSpondS to the political and constitutional changes required

transactions  following advice to the Under Treasurer from tha take Australia to full nationhood in the next century.
Auditor-General. The programs outlined by the Government for the

3. The Government will consider the adequacy of the existindorthcoming period did not mention the most significant
legislative framework and the format of information provided to aspects of the Government's political, economic and social

Parliament in respect of interest costs. agenda. Accordingly, my address will be concerned with the
things not mentioned in the Governor’s speech: the decisions
WOMEN, IMAGE about which no mention was made before the last election or

decisions that totally fly in the face of the promises made by
the Liberals in opposition, and the decisions of Executive
Government for which the Government has no mandate.
It is things that are not mentioned in the Governor’s
peech that are central to the political debate in this State, and

The PRESIDENT: Order! | remind the honourable
member of the time.

The Hon. SANDRA KANCK: | seek leave to make a
brief explanation before asking the Minister representing th
Minister for Health a question about the Body Image antbenira| to the interests and welfare of ordinary South

Eating Disorder Service. Australians—massive cuts to education, health and police,
Leave granted. and secret deals to privatise the operation of our water supply.
The Hon. SANDRA KANCK: Recently | attended a This is a Liberal Party which promised us from opposition to

lunch-time seminar organised by the Women’s Electoramaintain existing standards and spend more on education and

Lobby on the topic ‘Images of women.” We were addresseghealth, and to increase the number of police.

by the eating disorders project officer from the Eastern The Premier also promised ‘to improve the representation

Community Health Service. Her presentation evaluate@fthe people and to make Government more accountable to

advertising aimed at women and, using an audio visuahe people through Parliament’. So why is Parliament not

presentation, she was able to point out to us informatiom|iowed to debate any legislation on the privatisation of the
about the anorexic states of many top fashion models, thefhanagement of South Australia’s water? If the sell off and
consequent need for breast implants, as their bodies have fie management of control of our water is so much in the
fat tissue, and how some models are even having thejhterests of South Australia, as the Premier and his Minister
floating ribs surgically removed because they stick out as gor Infrastructure maintain, why are they so frightened of

result of being so painfully thin. | was so impressed by whabyringing the contract before Parliament for consideration? If

I'heard that, when the opportunity came to ask questions,the case for privatisation really does make sense, why is the

asked whether she was able to get out into schools to talk i@overnment spending hundreds of thousands of dollars in

adolescent and even pre-pubescent girls about the con-j@fick, one-sided advertising rather than giving South

being done on them by the advertising industry. Her responsguystralians a real say. This Liberal Government behaves
was that they would like to and they are trying to, but they arenore like a secret service than a democratic Government. It
limited by funding. I quote from the 1993-94 annual reportjs a Government that believes that, by throwing money at the

from the Eastern Community Health Service— media, through advertising and sponsorship, it will buy
The PRESIDENT: Order! Time has expired. political support.
The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW (Minister for It involves not just the issue of water. There has been the

Transport): Notwithstanding that the honourable memberfailure to release documents requested in February relating
was alerted to little time being available, | move: to the Government'’s mishandling of the Garibaldi HUS crisis.
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The Opposition has been questioning that in this place to nchanging logos on buses, and Government PR at the expense
avail, because the Hon. Mr Julian Stefani does not see fit tof our kids’ education. Even worse has been the Govern-
answer any questions, despite his position. There has been timeent’s total lack of vision in education and children’s
use of courts to deny the Opposition access to basic informaervices. We are going backwards instead of protecting the
tion relating to the contract, privatising, operation andposition of South Australia as a national leader in education.
management of the Modbury Hospital. When a community | particularly want to mention the need to accelerate the
with legitimate interest was refused access to the SARDIdevelopment of information technology programs in our
commissioned report on a draft management plan for a whakchools. The Finn report, “Young people’s participation in
sanctuary zone at the head of the Great Australian Bight, theost-compulsory education and training’, concluded that there
Ombudsmen finally forced the Primary Industries Ministerare certain essential things that all young people need to learn
to release a report, stating that there appeared to have beertheir preparation for employment. These have been called
‘a misuse of the provisions of the Freedom of Information‘the key competencies’. One of those competencies is the
Act’. Even information about whales is suppressed by theapacity to use technology. This is now an essential skill and
Government! a prerequisite learning tool for students. However, inequities
The foundation for any successful economy is a first-clasare emerging as a result of different levels of access to and
system of public education. The Premier talks about Southvailability of programs in our schools. Some private schools
Australia becoming internationally competitive. If so, it are well ahead of public sector schools. There are now new
makes no sense to follow the example of countries that argivisions and inequities between students: those who have
the losers in the game of international competition by nogccess to this technology and those who do not; those who are
investing in education. Targeting schools and TAFE for cutcomputer literate and those who are not. There is an urgent
makes no sense. Education is the engine room of oureed for acomprehensive policy for information technology
economy, the backbone of our society. | have a fundamentalrograms in South Australian schools.
belief that a strong public education system is a pre-condition While Premier Brown promised the development of
to a growing economy and a just and equal society—not technology based industries, the Government has failed to
result of it. To be a successful country economically andaddress the development of information technology in our
socially, we need to invest in our intellectual infrastructure.education system to a satisfactory extent. Last year, the
The Premier should have used his recent overseas tour kinister even withheld the allocation to schools of $360 000
look at some of the successful economies and societieander the computer grants scheme. If our children are to be
because there is a direct link between the education and skiksjuipped to fill the new jobs in information technology
of a work force, and the standard of living of a nation.related industries, the Government must act now and provide
Enterprises go where the work force is the most highlyadequate funding and resources for the introduction of IT
skilled. This is not a matter of choice for them; it is a mattercurriculum across the system and the accompanying teacher
of being competitive. Very little patriotism is involved. training that will be required to fulfil this program.
Third-world skills demand third-world wages. The successful There is also a crisis in the management of capital works
countries have known this for a long time. Only throughexpenditure on education facilities. In 1994-95, lack of
education can we create true opportunities so that youngpordination between programming and construction resulted
people choose lives of promise over lives of personal anth the budget being underspent by $22 million. Actual
social destructiveness. Knowledge and work skills offer hopeexpenditure was down $10 million on the previous year and
They are only the source of economic mobility available toat least seven major school projects slipped a budget. The
hundreds of thousands of South Australians. Minister's excuse was that these projects were delayed by
At the last election, the Premier promised there would bglanning and design considerations, but the fact remains that
no cuts to education and that spending would increase iifiprojects were not cleared for construction the funds should
1994-95. The Government then broke this promise byave been used for other priorities: projects should have been
budgeting for an annual cut of $40 million by 1997. Classsubstituted by other urgent works which had construction
sizes were increased, and the numbers of teachers and suppmbeiarance, but instead the funds were returned to Treasury.
staff slashed. The 1994 budget required a cut of 372 full-timét was a con, a sleight of hand to make the Government’s
teaching positions, and a further reduction of 50 otheprogram look good—hype versus reality.
teaching positions, a total of 422 staff. However, in just seven The capital works shortfall also included $9 million
months to January 1995, the department approvedllocated for minor works and maintenance, and there can be
930 separation packages, and the total number of staff fell biyo excuse for not achieving this urgently needed expenditure.
1 066. Of even greater concern is the decision to make the program
In February, the Minister for Education announced thafor the construction of new schools and the redevelopment of
falling enrolments would result in cuts of up to anotherexisting facilities dependent on funds from the sale of school
200 jobs. Then again in June the Minister announced furthgsroperty. The Minister says that the capital works budget is
cuts of 250 school service officers and another 100 teachemspw conditional upon revenue from the sale of assets. His
atotal of over 1 600 jobs in just one year. The latest decisioriew is that his department is lucky to be able to keep these
to cut the equivalent of 250 full-time school service officersfunds. This is simply unacceptable. It is little wonder that the
at the start of 1996 has been opposed by the entire educatioapital works program is in a shambles.
community. I mentioned earlier that school enrolments have fallen. At
Given that the Government promised to increase spendiriipe beginning of 1995, enrolments fell by 4 000, and the
on education, why have these decisions been made? It Minister seized on the moment to announce that up to a
because this Government has reneged on all its majdurther 200 teachers could be cut from the system. This
promises concerning education and has cut $40 million fromeduction in enrolments coupled with a serious decline in
the budget to fund its other priorities. Millions of dollars are retention levels should have set the alarm bells ringing.
being spent on programs such as ‘Going all the way’Before gloating over how much money this would save, any
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Minister with a genuine commitment to the education of our  The number of staff in public hospitals has fallen by over
kids would have wanted to know where they had gonel 000 since the last election with hundreds of nursing jobs
Retention rates to year 12 fell from 93 per cent in 1993 tchaving been lost. The Brown Government is not committed
76 per cent in 1994, and a further 4 000 students left théo a first class publicly run hospital system. The Chief
system in 1995. It is recognised that students who completéxecutive of the Health Commission told a national
year 12 have a fundamental advantage in developing to theionference in Sydney earlier this year that the core business
full potential through further full-time education or employ- of the commission is not to operate hospitals and other health
ment based development. It should be a matter of graveervices. One wonders what it is. The Brown Government
concern when one in four of our kids opt out and denybelieves that private managers should run our public hospitals
themselves these opportunities. and health services. Following the privatisation of the

This Government seems more interested in spendingnanagement of Modbury Hospital in February, the Brown
money on other things. Let us look at the past 20 years. Th&overnment has announced a shortlist of tenderers for the
full-time youth labour market employing 15 to 19-year-oldsPort Augusta Hospital and that a new private hospital will be
has fallen from 510 000 in 1975 to 260 000 this year. Full-built adjacent to the Queen Elizabeth Hospital. The Queen
time jobs for our young school leavers have been halvecElizabeth Hospital may also be privatised. In order to justify
There has been a revolution in our economy and our labouhe privatisation of health services, the Brown Government
market. The gap brought about by the halving of full-timeclaims that its Modbury Hospital deal will save $6 million per
jobs for our young people over the past 20 years was fillegear.
by the conscious expansion of public education by govern- However, the Government has strenuously refused to
ments and Ministers who over a decade ago showed a bettgrovide any details of the contract with Healthscope, and the
understanding of what the 1990s would be like than thiglaims of savings cannot be substantiated. Labor says, ‘Hands
Minister shows today. off our fundamentals; hands off our hospitals.

| would like to turn now to the area of health under this  The Hon. R.I. Lucas: Who said that?

Government's regime. During the first 18 months of the  1ha Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES: The whole community

Brown Liberal Government, there have been massive CUts i@ saving that now, Mr Lucas. There is a crisis in our hospitals
health services, huge cuts at a time when patient demand fgr4 i s time for the Premier to intervene. When senior
health services is growing and has strained hospitals anghqpital medical staff, who have dedicated their lives to the
other health services to the limit. Let us recall the promiseS.gre and well being of South Australians, say that people’s
In its pre-election promise, the Government stated that 8 a5 are now at risk because of the Brown Government's

Liberal Government would encourage management efficiens qet cuts to hospitals, then the Government had better
cies within the public hospital system which, according tQjigten

union representatives and hospital administrators, woul A AN

create savings of between $40 million and $50 million a year, The Hon. A.J. Redford mterjecn.ng.

which would then be returned to the health system to improv The Hon. C_AROLYN PICKITES' If you are happy to
patient services. It went on to say that a Liberal Governmenfi@Ve people die in public hospitals then go ahead.

would allocate an additional $6 million annually to public ~ The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting:

hospitals to allow 2 700 additional operations to be per- The Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES: That is what your
formed, and that it would undertake a comprehensive capit&overnment is doing. The Premier should visit the public
works program to redress the deficiencies presently beingospitals and see what damage he has done. | have been in
identified in the system. These were just some of thdhe public hospitals lately and | know just what the Govern-
promises, some of the undertakings given by this dishone#gent is doing. In Victoria, the Premier, Jeff Kennett, visited

Government to the electors of South Australia. the hospitals in January this year before admitting that his
The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting: Government’s policies were wrong, and he immediately
The Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES: The honourable allocated an extra $89 million in cash to bail-out the hospi-

member may well laugh, but the people— tals. At least he had the political sense and decency to
The Hon. A.J. Redford: We haven't lost $6 billion. Just recognise a crisis his Government had created. The Brown

once, will you apologise for that? Liberal Government is now in its mid-term. Despite the

The Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES: —uwill recall whatyou media hype, it has presided over the worst economic growth
have done in the areas of education and health when they gates in the nation and has consistently given us anaemic
to the polls the next time around. They will remember. In itsgrowth in jobs and an unemployment rate that has varied only
first budget the Brown Government cut $33 million from thebetween being the worst in the nation and the second worst
health budget and committed itself to slashing a furthein the nation. It has cut deep into the funding of our public
$32 million over the next two years. It now appears that, irschools and hospitals and into their ability to fully cater for
real terms, cuts to the health budget in 1995-96 will be moréhe needs of students and patients. It has savaged vocational
than $40 million with the greatest burden of those cuts fallingraining and education. It has cut funding for police and
on our major hospitals. All these savings have been taken bgduced the personal security of the vulnerable.
the Government to spend elsewhere. Savings have not been It has distinguished itself as the Government most likely
returned to patient services. These cuts have occurred in spitepersist in a politically lopsided waste of taxpayers’ dollars
of additional Commonwealth payments under the Medicaren a royal commission into the beliefs of Aborigines, called
Agreement of over $25 million in 1994-95 and an extraon the basis of one interviewee who has since recanted his
$75 million in 1995-96. The $6 million extra promised for story. Last Friday, there was a demonstration about the
waiting lists turned out to be a pea in a thimble trick: Brown Government’s actions in the royal commission. At
$6 million was taken out of the allocation to hospitals andthat demonstration a statement was read to the people from
placed in a casemix bonus pool. Not surprisingly, the casemithe Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Social Justice
pool was depleted in only three months. Commissioner, Michael Dodson, and the Sex Discrimination



194 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL Tuesday 17 October 1995

Commissioner, Sue Walpole. | would like to read that letter The PRESIDENT: Order! | have ruled that you are
into Hansard reflecting on the royal commission and | ask you not to do

We are sorry that we cannot be with you today. We are deepI)T/hat- )
saddened that the Hindmarsh Island Bridge Royal Commission The Hon. Sandra Kanck: It needs reflecting on.

continues. It continues despite all the opposition. It continues despite. The Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES: | take up the com-
clear evidence of its inappropriateness and despite its attack on tl?‘ﬁents of the honourable member—

fundamental human rights of Ngarrindjeri women. It continues to . ,
plough its destructive path through the lives of those women and the 1he PRESIDENT: Order! The honourable member’s
lives of all indigenous Australians. Let’s not mince words about whainterjection is quite out of order and | ask her not to do it
is at the heart of this royal commission. Let's be clear that we won'tagain.
be fooled by the rhetoric of the South Australian Government as it " Tha Hon, CAROLYN PICKLES: Mr President, | think
dresses up the crassness and social injustice of this royal commlssu%n itv that this | b dini . - out f
in the finery of legal impartiality, openness and objectivity, in the IS @ Pity that this letter cannot be read in its entirety; but for
guise of a quest for the ‘truth’. any reader oHansardwho does want a copy of it | will be
There is no need for a royal commission to discover the truth, wenly too happy to circulate it widely, to make sure that
already know what it is. There are several blinding truths about theverybody in this State knows exactly what the Aboriginal

Hindmarsh Island Bridge Royal Commission. Truths that the medi i i ; icai
has given little air play and few soundbites. Truths the Souteélhd Torres Strait Islander Social Justice Commissioner,

Australian Government is aggressively trying to hide. These truthichael Dodson, and Sex Discrimination Commissioner, Sue
characterise the appalling experience of those of you who arévalpole, think about the royal commission in this State. They
fighting to keep your secrets and to protect your cultural and spiritughave every right to make those comments publicly. The fact
integrity from destruction. The first truth is that the royal commissionty 5t ywe cannot discuss it in this Parliament | consider to be

is racist. . . . .
The royal commission is based on a long held belief thatrather a pity. However, Mr President, | will abide by your

indigenous knowledge, indigenous culture and indigenous people afélling. We have to understand that there are many issues—
unworthy of recognition and protection by the legal system becausicluding the latest issue about water privatisation—which
of their race. Itis based on the racist idea that the culture and secrgbncern the electorate very much. | understand that the
business of indigenous peoples in this country should take Secor@overnment will announce very shortly the winner of the bid

place to the economic and political interests of non-indigenou? L
Australia. or the water privatisation—

Itis based on the racist presumption that all indigenous people The Hon. T.G. Roberts: They just made it—United
are untrustworthy and must have their religious beliefs and th&Vater.

legitimacy of their culture tested by a non-indigenous legal system The Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES: Right. | am sure that
that casts itself as the ultimate purveyor of truth. the people of South Australia—

The second terrible truth is that the Hindmarsh Island Bridge ; L
Royal Commission is sexist. It casts women as second rate citizens 1he Hon. R.D. Lawson:You will rejoice.
unworthy of protection and whose claims are illegitimate in the face  The Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES: Well, it has been done

of the legal system. The commission implicitly denies women a roleyithout any kind of parliamentary scrutiny, and this Govern-

as custodians of land, as managers of country with power anghant should be ashamed of that Certainly, we will be
standing in the community. It denies the role of women as spiritual . ,

leaders with access to secret information. The commission pain@€Mpting to ensure in any way we can that this shameful
women as liars, as witches who have fabricated secrets and shroude@ntract will come before the parliamentary committee so that
the truth in mystery. It suggests that women are not credibléhat committee can scrutinise it.

witnesses and that they are obstructionist. The Hon. R.I. Lucas interjecting:

The third truth is that the royal commission reflects the compli- . .
cated interplay between racism and sexism that has characterised theThe Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES: Letus see; letus see.

treatment of the Ngarrindjeri women throughout the whole sordid | he Hon. Diana Laidlaw interjecting:
affair. The royal commission and the media deny the legitimacy of The Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES: Of course | haven't
tbhe k30W|edge ?f thg N?amndclje“ t\(vomergimtl)argte Pafttbeclaliﬁe itiseen it, because it is a secret. Your Government has refused
ased on secrets about reproduction and about country. In the nops |+ i ; e
indigenous community such knowledge and such ways of knowinog) Ieltj.lt Cgm% beiforef tt?]e F’Garllament t(t)’ be S(.:nljtmlsfd'tT.rt]e
are considered unworthy of protection and subservient to th&0MBIN€d elrects or the Governments soclal neglect, 1S
knowledge and ways of white men. economic mismanagement and its decision to sell off our
_ The final, and perhaps the most damning of truths, is that théasic utilities will be fully felt within the coming years. Far
reflocts he Ualy tuth Absut non Indigenous Austraia 1t reflocts thar T Deing the protector of the welfare and prosperity of ts
total lack of commitment— : %ltlzeqs, the Government Wlll be seen as having generatgd
' . . . new kinds and degrees of inequality. As has happened with
The Hon. R.D. LAWSON: Mr President, | rise on apoint 5| |_iberal Governments since the 1970s, the political price
pf ordgr. This matepal being read wiftansardpy the Leapler _ will be very high. Unfortunately, the political price will be
1S a d|rect.r<.eflect|on' upon a royal commission Wh'Ch_ ISpaid by the people of South Australia, and | am sure they will
presently sitting and is contrary to Standing Orders. This i$nake known at the next election how they feel about this
an attack upon the royal commission. Government.

The PRESIDENT: | have listened to the material and |
did comment to the Leader of the Opposition that | thought The Hon. SANDRA KANCK: | support the motion. |
it was bordering on beingub judice | uphold the point of noted in Her Excellency the Governor’'s Speech her reference
order that has been made, on the basis that the Leader of ttee the Southern Expressway, the building of which was
Opposition is reading a letter intdansardwhich reflectson  announced on 21 March this year by the Premier, Dean
the royal commission. | rule that it &b judiceand | ask that  Brown. | do not understand why the Government calls it an
the Leader not continue to do that, or to commentonit. expressway, rather than a freeway. Regardless of what it is
The Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES: Mr President, this called, the decision to build it was made with no opportunity
letter is a matter of public knowledge. It has been circulatedor community—
widely in this State. It has been discussed in the media. | fail The Hon. T.G. Roberts interjecting:
to see that it is a mattesub judice | am not commenting The Hon. SANDRA KANCK: That is quite likely, too.
about the matters before the royal commission. It was done with no opportunity for community consultation
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about the proposed route. There has been no serious discus-A number of studies have been done which draw links between
sion about whether or not a freeway is the best transpoite impact of air pollution caused by transport and asthma. In the
solution for southern Adelaide, and no proper e_nvironmen_taﬂ%cgge_rr‘é"lgtségrg ;ﬁm’;?s of Sydney one in four schoolchildren have
impact assessment has been carried out to guide the project. ) )
| believe that these issues must be debated openly and tHafofessor Harry Owen, in another paper written on the
alternative solutions are placed firmly on the public recordSouthern Expressway, refers to a report from the National
However, the fact remains that the fundamental questiof©@!th and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) in 1992 on

about the most appropriate form of transport for the southerH'® Subject of transport and health. The NHMRC observed
region has not been either posed or answered by the Gove at pollution from motor veh_|cles has serious adv_erse effects
ment. | am alarmed at the short-sighted approaches of bofi) health. The pollutants include benzine, which causes
the Government and the Opposition to this issue, becauseG8NCer; carbon dioxide, a greenhouse gas; carbon monoxide,
was the ALP which originally promised a third arterial road Which causes headaches; noise, which causes stress; ozone
to the south. The minimum $112 million cost to taxpayers oftd hitrogen oxides, which promote asthma; and lots and lots

the project can hardly be justified, given a time-saving durin@’ Particles such as asbestos, unburnt fuel and very small
peak times of only four to seven minutes in the year 2001. articles called PM10s, so-called because they are less than
IJ.O micrometres in diameter. The PM10s are now the subject

This is based on the most favourable projections foofmuch concern in the UK and the US, but for some reason

population growth in southern Adelaide and improvedorother are not of concern here. it seems
patronage for public transport. The reality is that it will be the ' )

least time saved, and | believe that in a short time the extra In the US, PMlOs have been_investigated by the Environ-
6nental Protection Agency. Their data reveals that, for every

cars on the freeway will lose that four to seven minutes. T . .

add insult to injury this $112 million price tag does not Increase of 10 mllllgrams per cubic metre of PM10s, death

include the extra cost to the community which will include Tom heart attack increases by 1.4 per cent; death from

ongoing and increasing road maintenance, particularly whePronchitis increases by 3.4 per cent; and reports of asthma
ttacks increased by 3 per cent. Professor Owen sought data

the pressure comes on to build a parallel road to it, th g . :
allocation of more resources to our health system to deal witfio™ the South Australian Environmental Protection Agency

the extra pollution related and road accident related healfind its monitoring station on South Road at Thebarton
costs and the increased transport costs associated with tﬁgmarthchoo]l. He wasfglven flglures which ShIOI,W aconcen-
longer distances travelled. It does not include the inevitabldation there of PM10s frequently over 40 milligrams per
cost blowouts: $112 million is the bare minimum price thatcuPic metre. The NHMRC report states:
we can expect. My prediction is that it will be much more  The air quality in Adelaide is already bad enough for us to
than that calculate the extra illness from transport pollutionThe EPA has

.' . . - . __.the data that shows there will be more illness—even more asthma in
~ Public money is being wasted to publicise the projectihe young and they will go to hospital more frequently—and the
including the funding of an FM radio station. Money spentdeath rate from heart disease in the elderly will go up.
on this publicity is an abject waste of taxpayers’ money. Ifprofessor Harry Owen goes on to cite recommendations of
$he NHMRC which have specific relevance to the Brown

whether we want it or not, there is no sense in wasting morg; o ernment. as follows:

taxpayers’ money to communicate it to the public. It will Australia’s NHMRC is so concerned about the consequences of
happen without the promotion. The $11.2 million represgnt%ome developments on health and the environment that it has
only a part of what has become an ongoing revenue drainingeveloped a National Framework for Environmental and Health
juggernaut. A publication of an oil industry and highway Impact Assessment. Freeways are specifically mentioned as
interest group, thé\sphalt Institute Quarterlyfrom 1967  requiring an environmental and health impact assessment.
states: Obviously, South Australia’s Government thinks it knows
Every new mile tacked onto the paved road and street system Retter than the NHMRC. More cars mean more oil drips,
accompanied by the consumption of about 50 000 additional gallonisrake dust and tyre rubber onto the roads, so the expressway
of motor fuel a year. . In short we have a self perpetuating cycle, \ill also contribute to more polluted run-off into a number

the key element of which is new paved roads. The new miles adde : - . -
to the road network each year accommodate automotive trave creeks, including the Onkaparinga River and the Sturt

generate fuel consumption and produce road-building revenué:reek. How ironic that we are trying to clean up the
Scratch the new roads and the cycle ceases to function. Patawalonga! The extension of the freeway to the

In 1995 the road construction lobby would not dare to put thaf?nkaparinga River creates the opportunity to open up the
in print, but it remains on record from 1967. So, those with\Villunga Basin for housing development, and this would not
a vested interest in the construction of this road will knowOnly unnecessarily contribute to Adelaide’s urban sprawl but
that they are being propped up by the taxpayer. Oversesdso thrgqten the ecosystem of, that.area. Thls is in dl_rect
experience, and indeed experience in Sydney, shows us tr{é&ntradlctllon to the Government’s policy promise to pr’owde
traffic expands to fill the available road space, and traffic@ 9reen fields buffer to the north-south urban sprawl’.
bottlenecks are then created on associated roads. According The Friends of the Willunga Basin wrote to me expressing
to Professor Harry Owen from Flinders University of Souththeir grave concerns. The letter states:

Australia: The provision of an expressway type road to the very edge of the

The Government's own analysis of the Southern Expressway iﬁ'tys present limits is a huge inducement for massive increases in

P : : ousing in the margins of Adelaide. It will become virtually
ggar‘;[ ';g’igﬁrg:;ebggrci gﬂlmugggtzgdbmgaﬁ é:i?]ngn?gtr'g?oglgst,hat thqmpossible to withstand pressure from the development industry to
9 y 9 : open up the Willunga Basin to broad acre housing development,

The increased exhaust emissions resulting from increased gégspite the Government's promise to protect the area from such
use will lead to more reported cases of asthma and emphysé€velopment.

ma and other respiratory illnesses. A draft position pape®ne of only two plots of the native gradanthonia linkii var
from the South Australian Council of Churches states, in parfulva remaining on the Adelaide Plains has already been
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destroyed as construction work begins on the new Darlingtodomestic transport. The $112 million price tag, for a road
police station which is being built before the existing policewhich will service only a few thousand people, is outrageous
station is demolished to make way for the freeway. This grasat a time when our health system has been virtually garrotted
plot could have been saved had the Government not been hel funding cut-backs, and the greater traffic will place further
bent on ramming through the Southern Expressway projecburdens on the health system, as | have already mentioned.
resulting in the speeding up of the construction of the police Ironically, as it currently stands, most of the traffic
station. Local environmentalists were able to gather seedsngestion problems occur north of the proposed expressway
from the grasses, which they will attempt to germinate andsoute—on South Road between Darlington and the city. The
with any luck, then plant the seedlings elsewhere. Howeverew road proposal will only encourage more cars onto these
it is not the same as having the plants growing in theifoads and will make these current problems unbearable,
original, natural habitat. hence the Democrat labelling of the project as the

At the site where the proposed expressway will intersecichokeway’. As well as the environmental, health and
with Beach Road, with flyovers, underpasses, access ramggsonomic costs of this road, there is also the question of how
etc., a number of native trees that predate European settihe new road impacts on communities and families—
ment, including some magnificent tea tree, grey box andommunities and families that currently enjoy the reserves
native apricot specimens, as well as some native grasses, withd open space along the proposed route of the road.
also have to be destroyed to make way for the freeway. So, Although the Government promised before the last
some of the very minimal remnant natural heritage on thejection to conduct a family impact statement with every
Adelaide Plains has be_en or W|_II be destroyed as a CoNsgnajor new project, these have remained the province of
quence of the construction of this freeway. _ Cabinet. South Australians will never know the accuracy,

To his shame, the Premier, in correspondence with thgxtent or influence of family impact statements on the
Adelaide Plains Flora Association, agreed that there wouldecisions made by Cabinet as they are not open to public
be ‘significant damage’ to the vegetation on that site. Thecrutiny. | challenge the Government to proveitsa fides
Premier’s solution was for the association to gather seeds agg South Australian families by making the family impact
propagate them to make up for what gets ripped up. In higtatement for the Southern Expressway project available to
response, the Premier has shown that he does not have @ public.
first clue about environmental values. How can a seedling The Australian Council of Churches’ draft paper, to which
begin to approximate a tree that is somewhere between 13Qqferred earlier, also raised social equity concerns about the
and 200 years old? project. It states:

South Australia does not have a pleasing record when it ) . .
comes to species preservation or the preservation of ow;/ Access to cars is not equally distributed across the population.

. . ~Women, older people and those with major or minor disabilities are
natural heritage, and the environmental damage that Wilhore likely to rely on public transport. Adelaide already has the

result from the expressway will do nothing to enhance theldest population amongst the mainland capital cities. This is
Brown Government's standing on environmental issues. Thexpected to rise with the population over 65 to increase from 11 per

e ti ; ntin 1986 to 20 per cent by the year 2031. In effect, this means the
Government's timetable for the road includes the release ﬁoportion of the population reliant on public transport is set to

an ‘environment report,” whatever that is, which is intendedpcrease.

to be exhibited some time in November. This is a cynicallt. | int i b tion that the cities in th Id
exercise by the Government, as it allows very little time for'® IS &S0 aninteresting observation that the cities in the wor

ublic input before construction begins just a month laterVhere the private car is the dominant mode of personal
b P gins | transport also tend to have the worst street culture with its

There is no indication at all that the environmental report will . - )

be as rigorous as a proper environmental impact assesg‘i'soc'ate.d crime a}nd social problems. It seems to me to be an
ment—how can it be with that timetable? And there is no?Ct of plain stupidity to press ahead with the road, not only
indication that the Government will alter the project in any
way if any of the findings of the environmental report are

adverse to the construction of the road.

because of the health and environmental problems it will
create but also because it still does not meet the transport
needs of those living further south of Noarlunga Downs. The

Government project’ has that timetable printed on the bacRNith any coherent attempt to deal with transport problems in

The timetable states: Ad:_lr?lde.ﬁ_ bl fth h burb b ved
August to October—environmental studies [but it does not say e traffic problems of the southern suburbs can be solve

who will be consulted]; Exhibit environmental report—November N the longer term only through a drastic improvement in
1995; Begin construction—December 1995. public transport services and the location of new industries
Quite clearly, no provision has been made for any alteratiof! the area, so that people who live south of O'Halloran Hill
to be made if the public sees things that are wrong. Th&'€ nothaving to travel out of the area in the morning and in
increased health costs to South Australian taxpayers will b89ain I the evening to get to and from their jobs. This is
substantial, not to mention the increased contribution to th&/here part of the $112 million could have been better spent.
greenhouse effect. In fact, this one project will make it In Britain, a study conducted by J. Whitehead in 1993 on
virtually impossible for South Australia to meet its share ofthe M58 and M68 motorways came to this conclusion:
national greenhouse gas emission reductions. There is simply no evidence of the claimed link between access
On its own, this freeway will cause the emission ofand employment or economic prosperity. The Emperor has no
greenhouse gases which will be above the total of the wholglothes-
State’s annual entitlement. A Federal Government documeithat is something | have been known to say on numerous
entitled ‘Goals and targets for Australia’s health in the yeaioccasions about the policies of this Government. Whitehead
2000 and beyond’ shows that 26 per cent of all carbomoints out that places such as York and Covent Garden,
dioxide produced in Australia in 1987-88 was generated bwhich have very poor access, are actually thriving, so why
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does this Government not learn from the international One has to ask whether the Premier, his Cabinet, the road
experience? Instead, the Australian Democrats propose amanners and the shareholders of the companies which want
ecologically sustainable alternative to the chokeway—aro build the freeway will be living near it and, if not, why not.
alternative which meets the needs of current generatioriBheir responses would be very revealing, | expect. The
without squandering resources or passing on a more degradBarlington chokeway is an outmoded and disproved solution
environment to future generations. It is a solution provedo the problem of moving people—

around the world and is based on the simple aim of getting The Hon. M.J. Elliott interjecting:

people out of their cars and on to public transport. The Hon. SANDRA KANCK: That's right. This is an

The Democrats propose a light rail system which wouldoutmoded and disproved solution to the problem of moving
run from Tonsley railway station to Darlington and thenpeople, and it will create more problems than it will solve.
follow the proposed third road route to the old Willunga rail
line to Reynella and Morphett Vale and then through to The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: | support the motion and
Seaford. For less than the cost of the proposed freeway,thank Her Excellency for the delivery of her address to this
second light rail system connecting the southern suburbs witRarliament. Whilst | am a republican, | must say that having
the city could be built starting, say, at the Tonsley railwaya Governor such as the one we have now makes the present
station and proceeding by a number of possible routes tgituation just about bearable.

Darlington where it could follow the proposed third arterial  The Hon. T.G. Roberts: Make her President.
road route. The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: | would be quite happy for

In car-dominated Los Angeles, the Government ha®ame Roma to be President. She would be an excellent
recently decided to build a new light rail system to addresshoice. | make the point that, for so long as we have Gover-
its massive congestion problems. The opening of the Centunyors, if we have people such as Dame Roma | am grateful for
freeway there in 1993 (which, by the way, costthatmuch.
$US200 million per kilometre), saw the end of freeway | want to touch on a couple of issues today. The first
construction there. Despite the massive freeway network thag¢lates to poker machines. Members who were in this place
already exists in Los Angeles, there are huge traffic problemsvhen the legislation first went through are aware that | was
If it is good enough for LA to opt for light rail, why not for vigorously opposed to the introduction of gaming machines
Adelaide? in South Australia. | foresaw the difficulties. | think that my

In Paris, the bureaucrats have found measurable increasesord on issues such as drugs shows a generally libertarian
in illness as a result of transport pollution, and they areapproach. | argued at the time that it was not as if people did
casting around to find a solution. In the daily papers recentlyiot have ample opportunities to gamble or that we had a
members may have seen a photograph of the British Primgroblem that needed resolution which required bringing
Minister, John Major, cycling with a smog mask to cover hisgaming machines in. It was simply that clubs and hotels saw
mouth and nose. Singapore and Hong Kong have recentlyaming machines as an additional source of funds—nothing
opted for rapid transit systems. Toronto decided in the 1950m0re or less. | think that certain politicians also saw them as
to move to a rapid transit system when its population was: potential source of funds. They probably judged that they
about what Adelaide’s is now. By contrast, Toronto’swere unlikely to make a contribution, but they did not mind
neighbour, just 100 kilometres away, Detroit, is almostif others did. | do not think many people who supported them
entirely car dependent, with only 1 per cent of journeys madelid so for libertarian reasons, because some of those support-
on public transport. In consequence, the inner city populatiorrs are opposed to other changes that libertarians have called
continues to drop, whereas Toronto’s is thriving. for.

Light rail would provide much cheaper transport for  Unfortunately, the problems that we predicted with poker
commuters as well as taxpayers and do far more towardwachines are coming to pass. In recent times a number of
solving southern Adelaide’s traffic congestion problem in thepeople known personally to me have mentioned close
long term, not to mention the additional benefits of reducedelatives who have lost significant sums of money through
greenhouse gas emissions, smog and road accidents. Itpgker machines. One is a close relative of mine. | will not say
unfortunate that this Government has chosen to ignore theny more than that because | do not want to identify that
lessons of Los Angeles, Toronto and other cities, but haperson. That person has lost $30 000 on poker machines in
instead pushed ahead with this road project to the detrimefdur months, and the family is about to sell a significant asset
of our health, our environment and our State’s budget. Ratheéo pay the debts that have accrued. When | was first alerted
than show some creative vision for the future, it has choseto this person’s problems, | rang the Australian Hotels
a 1960s solution, a future which does not take into accourssociation. | was hoping that it might have been prepared
the shortages of transport fuels. In fact, the whole concept db intervene in some way, because | noted in the legislation
freeways is based on using a non-renewable resource andtt@t it was possible for a hotelier or club owner to ban a
hell with the future. person. Therefore, | was hoping that the AHA would say,

Last year, a Royal Commission on Transport and théWe will look into this. We will talk to the people who run
Environment, established by the British Governmentthe hotels and perhaps persuade them to use their powers.’
concluded that the health and environmental consequenc@&his person went to two particular hotels all the time. Instead,
of private car use were so dire that there should be a halt tine AHA said, ‘They can go to Lifeline, which is being
all major road building. The royal commission also recom-funded to work with people who are addicted.’ The problem
mended that fuel tax in Britain be increased progressively tis that this person is not admitting to addiction; this person
reflect the true cost of what economic rationalists callstill does not admit that they have a problem. This is true of
‘externalities’ and that the extra revenue raised be spent ceddicts of many sorts: they do not admit that they have a
public transport and better urban planning. A paper publishedroblem, despite the clear and obvious losses that they are
in theBritish Medical Journathis year showed an increased suffering. The attitude of the Australian Hotels Association
death rate among people living close to freeways. was to wipe its hands of the problem.
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What | found particularly objectionable was that the hotelshem? How can you target it, in any fair and reasonable
involved were giving this person birthday presents, invitingmanner, and all the shades of grey that occur in this issue? |
them in for dinner, giving them flowers and other sorts ofsimply do not think you can. It is not efficient. What you are
things. They knew where the money was coming from; theysaying is, ‘Let’'s make money out of all this pain and then try
knew that they were getting tens of thousands of dollar$o use the money you've made to try to address the pain in a
straight out of this person’s bank account—nothing moreway that you know will be totally inadequate.’
nothing less—and they were giving gifts and being very We must look at the way poker machines themselves

generous in a superficial manner. operate. | have always had the preference that we not have
The Hon. R.R. Roberts: Are you going to hame the them. Butwe could keep them and ameliorate the pain quite
hotels? significantly. That is the proposition | want to put to members

The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: | think that | should; | have for consideration. The major reason people are losing so
been giving it earnest consideration. | have not nameduch on poker machines is that you can insidiously lose
anybody at this stage, including the person at the AHA tanoney at quite rapid rates: every time you press a button, on
whom | spoke, but | believe that such behaviour is nothingaverage, you will lose 12.7 per cent. At this stage, about half
less than immoral. | believe the time will come when clubswill go to the hotels and half to the Government. | do not
and hotels which have addicts and which continue to preknow the exact figures, but that is not too important now.
upon their addiction deserve to be named in this place.  Every time you make a bet, it is about 12.7 per cent. | have

The Hon. R.R. Roberts: They deserve to be outed. done an estimation, based on the fact that the largest machine

The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: They deserve to be outed. is a $1 machine: you could bet about $20 a minute, using
Within a week of my being involved in this case, another$l coins, and you could place multiple bets; you could bet
person whom | know well came to see me. This case als$10 a time. So, even feeding in the coins and pressing the
involved a close relative, a mother-in-law, who was losingbutton, you could get through about $20 a minute, which
$1 000 a week in poker machines and had clocked up losseseans you could bet $1 200 an hour on a poker machine. At
again in the tens of thousands of dollars. 12.7 per cent, on average, you could lose $150 an hour. At

As | understand it, the family home may have been at riskhree hours a night, five nights a week, 50 weeks a year, you
in this case. Cases are coming up that are close to nmould lose $100 000 a year, and that is at average rates of
involving people | know well. How many cases are out there|oss. | do not think any of my figures are unreasonable; they
I do not know. In the second case, | heard exactly the samteelp to understand how those people lose those sorts of sums
sorts of stories. What are the hotels and the clubs doing® money.

They are giving gifts to these people and all sorts of things | ask the hypothetical question: what if you remove the
to encourage them back. Blow me down, if | was not doingdollar machines and go back to 50¢ machines, and if you do
amedia interview, when a person from the media, part of thaot allow multiple betting and reduce the 12.7 per cent back
crew that was talking to me, said how they had been havintp 6.3 per cent? If you do those three things, that is, reduce
problems themselves. They knew they had a problem in thihe maximum coinage, do not allow multiple betting, and
Casino. They asked the Casino to no longer allow them to udealve that 12.7 per cent back to 6.3 per cent, and someone
EFTPOS at the Casino, and the Casino refused. The Casiptays the same number of hours per night, nights of the week,
would not do it. This person did not want the EFTPOSweeks of the year, the average loss will be $5 000 a year—
facility to be used, and the Casino said ‘No’. Here was &5 000 a year as against $100 000. Any one of those things
person desperate to help themselves who, even on requestll change it. If you get rid of multiple betting, you will
was denied that possibility. immediately reduce the maximum possible loss to 10 per cent

I have received further information about hotels in whichof what it is. If you halve the maximum coins, you immedi-
people are using EFTPOS for betting (and EFTPOS facilitieately halve the potential loss and, if you halve the tax and the
are now available in most places, so the cash is readilliotel’s take, again you will halve the loss. If you compound
available). | understand hotels are cashing cheques, whictihose three together, you will reduce it to 5 per cent of what
believe they are not supposed to do. | have had reports dfis.
people getting cash from their credit card but doing a deal If the argument of hotels is that they just want to provide
with the hotel such that it gets written down as a meal, s@ntertainment and get people through their doors, that
their family does not know that they are getting money to usergument will continue to stand. If in reality it is a way of
on poker machines. The hotels are entering into a conspiracgaking money for jam, let us be honest about it. | ask
with the people who have a problem, and enabling thamembers to consider any one of those three options as a
problem to continue. There is a huge immorality of behaviougenuine way of reducing the pain that is being caused to
by people with regard to this issue. people. They could go and play poker machines to their

I have listened with some interest to, first, groups from theheart’s content, because they simply will not have enough
community service sector saying, ‘We want a super tax stours in the day or weeks in the year to lose the money they
that we can help these people who have problems.’ | rang ugre losing. If we put a super tax on—and | presume that that
SACOSS and spoke to people there, and argued with thers not an extra on top of the 12.7 per cent, because if it is
that a super tax will not help the people with the problemsextra on 12.7 per cent, it means they will lose money even
| note that, at its convention recently, the Labor Partyfaster; | presume it is taking money away from the hotels and
supported it, and | know some Government members hawgiving it to the Government—it would still mean that people
supported it. | would like to put an argument to members inwill lose at 12.7 per cent of every bet they have.
this place, which | hope they will consider: if people are  You have to reduce the loss per push of the button
losing sums of money at the levels | am talking about, and ibecause, on average, every time you push the button you are
they do not go to agencies which offer help—and theséosing. That is where we should be intervening. If people are
people are not doing so—how will any super tax help them®enuinely trying to stop those serious cases of the effects of
How will you ever identify people with problems and assistpoker machines but want to keep poker machines as a form
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of entertainment, then they can do it that way. It couldWithout going through the whole of the article, it states that
become a relatively cheap form of entertainment and do nthe Victorians have been installing more efficient systems of
great harm. It still could cost $5 000 a year, but | suspect thatrigation—particularly getting rid of open irrigation chan-
people who are addicted to tobacco would spend suchels, some of which lose up to 95 per cent of the water that
amounts of money, too. At present, this addiction is doing faflows through them—and, having saved that water, they are
more damage to people than any other addiction of which how selling it again. | will not go further into that at this
know. stage, but—

Of course, there are two other things we should be doing The Hon. T.G. Roberts: $650?
at the same time: perhaps we should be looking at prescribing The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: They paid $650 per megalitre
the number of machines that they have which may be ofo get the licence right. | think there would still be a charge
different denominations and insisting that a large percentag@n top of that. They note that the average price is $400 a
of the machines be lower denominations. Many people warfhegalitre. The highest price at auction, I think 12 months
those. Finally, we should make a requirement of hotels anégo, was about $500 a megalitre, and they say how wonderful
clubs that, if they know they have an addict—and they ddhis is because the State will make a lot more money. An
know, in at least the worst examples—then they should barticle in theMount Barker Courieentitled “Turning water
required to do something mandatorily. That is not aninto wine’ refers to the Langhorne Creek area, which has just
unreasonable request. If they have a person who is under th@d a private system installed. It states that water is being
influence of alcohol, the law requires them now not to servé@umped from Lake Alexandrina to 42 farms and that it
such people drinks. If they can have that requirement put oAppears that there is a suggestion that this pipeline will supply
them, they can also have a requirement put on them such th&tore farmers in the future.
if they know a person is losing large sums of money in their That is all a littlead hog and | have grave concerns
hotel, they should be required to ban them and use the powbgcause neither the Federal Government nor the State
which is there under the Act. Government have yet put together a comprehensive view of

The Hon. G. Weatherill interjecting: wh_at we are trying to achieve in the Murray-Darling system.

The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: That s exactly the point | was I thmlg we should set a target of the total amount of water that

e will use from the Murray-Darling system, so that the long-

making. They have had to exercise that requirement relatln\érm health of the river is guaranteed. There is no doubt that

to drinking for some years, and they can exercise the othe Iready the M -Darling is bei —used dcular]
We should be doing a range of things, but the super tax wil hrea yl' € Murray-barling IS being c|>|verr] used, par 'Culﬁfy
not solve the problem. e Dar_lng section. However, overall, the Murray-qu ing
. . system s already having too much water taken out of it. The
The Hon. T.G. Roberts: It will solve the Government's it thing that we should do is set a sustainable use target
problem of finance. from the system. Only then should we start to grant new
The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: That's right. The Government |icences in relation to water that we have perhaps saved as a
will get more money: | can see it jumping at it. If the Hotels result of efficiencies. At this stage, the basic question of how
Association hears my proposal, | should imagine it wouldmych water can sustainably be used has not been answered,
prefer the super tax, because my proposal would not let thekyet Mr Brown has given water to people in Strathalbyn—I am
milk out of people the money they are milking out of somenot saying that giving water to these people is not a good
people now. There is a suggestion already that there akfling in the long term, but it should be part of a long-term
machines to take $5 and $10 notes. You pay as well put glan—and the Victorians are happily selling off licences for
direct electronic link into the person’s bank account, in someew water usage.
cases, because that is effectively what we are doing. We have we go from there to look at what the cotton growers in the
EFTPOS sitting in there; they go back to the poker machinegooper system want to do. The point | make about both these
and lose heaps. matters is that there is a need for a whole of catchment
The next issue | want to touch on is that of water. Themanagement plan—something that the Government is
Government has been making some noises about the Murragupporting and talking about—and on the basis of that,
Darling system saying that it wishes to do something tadecisions should be made. | call on the Government to grant
protect it. | note that even the Prime Minister has recentlyno further licences and give no further water to anyone until
taken some interest in this issue. An article inftgwertiser  a whole of catchment management plan exists, particularly
of 16 October entitled ‘Keating warns on water use’, statesin terms of the total quantity of water that will be used, and
Population growth and modern lifestyles were placing increasingat Should be subjected to the greatest amount of scientific
demands on water resources, the Prime Minister, Mr Keating, saigcrutiny possible. The economists should be kept out until the
yesterday. Although the agricultural sector accounted for most wategcientists are finished. Let the agricultural economists argue
usage, domestic consumption was up to 650 litres per person a daghout how the water can best be used after we have decided
in some urban areas. what a sustainable yield from the river system will be.
The article concludes: As someone who lived at Renmark for six years and
Australians had to reduce water usage and protect valuabfeefore that at Swan Reach for two years, | recall when the
waterways to ensure the quality of the limited resource wadarling still had water coming down it. The growers used to
maintained. ‘| urge every Australian to use water more wisely, tocomment about the Darling water being sweet water. It was
save water, save money and save the environment’, Mr Keating Sa'eertainly very white, full of clay, but that was just its source.
Having read that, | also read an article in tAmancial  That water was always low in salt and always improved the
Reviewof the same day entitled ‘$1 million for Murray River quality of the soil. Farmers were happy to use it for irrigation
water’, which states: and saw it as a benefit. The fact is that the Darling is hardly
Prices for Murray River water reached record levels of $650 agver fIOW|_ng. People upstr_e am, particularly cotton growers
ut also rice growers, put in high flow dams. They see any

megalitre last week in the latest water auction conducted by th ! ¢
Sunraysia Rural Water Authority. water that goes past their place as being wasted, and flood
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waters are a particular waste. They install high flow dams antleader of the Opposition seeks to raise a few numbers with
pump water into them flat out while the river is flowing high. the Minister, the Minister quotes a few numbers back and, at
They sit there for years and use this so-called high flovthe end of the day, we have not progressed very far. The
water. | recall last year an article in tii@nancial Review Leader of the Opposition is right in her basic assessment that
when the drought was still on in which a farmer was leftthe education system is being put under severe and unneces-
standing at the bottom of his dam lamenting the drought andary stress by decisions of the Government. The Minister
what it was doing to his cotton crop. This one farm dam,demonstrates a very good knowledge of the numbers but not
which the farmer called his main dam, contained enougla very good knowledge of education, and that is very
water when full to supply the whole of metropolitan Adelaide unfortunate. We have a Minister who probably knows his
with four days of average consumption. portfolio better than any other Minister, who can quote
The quantities of water used by cotton farmers, innumbers until some people give up and walk away, and who
particular, and also by rice farmers, are unjustifiable. Thenanages to fudge his way through many things; but, at the
profits per hectare and the profits per megalitre of water arend of the day, absolutely indefensible damage is being done
unjustifiable. There are some interesting statistics in th&o our education system by this Government. | say that as a
Financial Revievarticle of 16 October. With reference to the person who has studied, who has taught and who has children
economic return from various forms of growing, it states thatvithin that system.
for every $100 of profit in rice growing you need two | personally considered that it was a privilege to have been
megalitres of water; in dairying, for a profit of $100 you neededucated in the public education system. | had the welcome
one megalitre; and for horticulture, you need .2 of aopportunity to attend the Reidy Park Primary School (now
megalitre. So, not only are these characters with rice andalled the Mount Gambier Primary School) and the Mount
cotton farms—I think cotton farms are more comparable tdGambier High School. | thought it was very important to have
rice farms than to any other types of farm—using incrediblyan education system in which | could mix with all the
high quantities of water, but we are not even maximising thehildren of what was even then a good sized city, a cross-
economic return from it. If Australia were sensible, we wouldsection of the community. Regardless of background, we
buy all that water from the rice and cotton growers, sell halfwere together. One’s religion, Mum and Dad’s pay packet or
of it, keep the other half, and actually have a Darling Riveryour ethnic origins did not matter because everybody mixed
that is flowing again. extremely well. | believe that it was the basis of a good
What are these characters up to? The cotton growers, notderstanding of society and that it was a very healthy thing
being happy with having destroyed the Darling system—andbr us to have been together at that school. It is something
there is no other word for it—are now moving into the Eyrethat | resolved that my children should have as well, because
Basin and wanting to attack the Cooper Creek. We have hbelieve that, from the beginning, it gives them a very
system that is even more fragile with far less reliable raindiealthy outlook as to the society that they live in, rather than
than the Murray-Darling system, and they want to intervenepeople who are cosseted away from some sections of our
saying that they want to use only 1.5 per cent. An amount o$ociety.
1.5 per cent means nothing when you have rivers which vary |1 had a very good education in the public education
as considerably as do the waterways in the Eyre Basin.  system. | recall that at least 22 students who matriculated
The Hon. T.G. Roberts: So, 1.5 per cent would be with me went to the University of Adelaide, and another 20
100 per cent? or so went to other universities. So, the vast majority of the
The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: That's right. Clearly, they are children from a country high school, with the disadvantages
going to use the high flow system that is used in the Darlingthat that can imply, went on very successfully. | then had the
which means that many of the flushing flows that you get iropportunity to teach in the public system for some nine years
the better years will be reduced to a dribble and, in the yeaiig country schools in Whyalla, Mount Barker (which was
when there is a dribble, there will be nothing. The wholemore country then than it is now), Swan Reach and Renmark.
thing is quite off the planet. If the State Government stand$appreciated teaching in the system as much as | appreciated
by quietly while this proceeds, it will be condemned for everbeing a student within it.
more, probably condemned as much as in the early 1980s— At the time | was elected to Parliament some signs of
and | think it was a Liberal Government then—when the highstress were already developing in the system because of what
flow licences were being granted in northern New Souttwas perceived to be fading support, even from the then Labor
Wales. Robin Millhouse (now Justice Millhouse) said, at thatGovernment. | had not been a member of the Institute of
stage, that we had the power to intervene in the courts, ifeachers, the teachers union, until about two years before the
necessary, to insist that those licences should not be grantezhd of my teaching career, because it was only in the last two
There are international precedents of such things occurringears that | could see some problems starting to develop in
where downstream water users exercised their rights againshich teachers would need to be involved. Yet, what |
new upstream users. This has happened internationally thought were problems in 1985 were nothing compared to
relation to the Colorado between Mexico and the Unitedvhat has been inflicted in the last two years. | will not get
States, and | believe that under Common Law similar rightsnto an argument about numbers, but the Minister is damag-
can be exercised. | think that, from the beginning, the Statang the education system. He is damaging a system that has
Government should insist that there be a whole of catchmetieen doing a damn good job.
approach to the Eyre Basin in a way which unfortunately we In Question Time last week | reflected on the music
are only just starting to think about in relation to the Murray-performances that | attended for the third consecutive year
Darling Basin. this year. | did not appreciate them just because my children
| refer to education and to what has happened in this Stat@ere singing in the choir: | found the quality of performance
I will not go into the numbers game with the old lies, damnof the music students from public schools absolutely
lies and statistics. The Minister is very good with thestunning—not just those students from secondary schools but
statistics. From time to time | get some amusement when thigom primary schools as well. The level of achievement by
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these children is great. Might | add that the private schoolgustify some, were never justified to the depth at which the
are busy offering scholarships to the best of them and theBovernment attempted to justify them. What is most
claiming them as their own. The Minister, in what he hasunfortunate is that the cuts have occurred in a grossly
done, has guaranteed that that level of performance will havieefficient way, and the Auditor-General has already reflected
to be reduced. on that. It has been done incompetently. Nobody took Baker
Education is more than the three Rs. | believe that schookseriously when he was in Opposition, and just because his
are achieving well in the three Rs area—despite the prejudid?arty has been elected to government does not makes him any
es of those who are largely ignorant in some areas—and assnarter a Treasurer than he was a shadow Treasurer. He is
achieving a great deal elsewhere, under a great deal of stregamensely damaging this State. The fact that Ministers
Schools are being asked to do far more than they were in o@round him are standing by, letting it happen and accepting
time. In my time as a student you arrived, sat down, weréhe justifications reflects very poorly on them. | conclude my
quiet— remarks and again thank the Governor for her opening of this
The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting: Parliament.
The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: In our class we did, except
for the chemistry class, where we had a particular teacher— The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: | have pleasure in supporting
but that was just an aberration. | will not comment on whichthe motion. | reaffirm my loyalty to Her Majesty Queen
teacher, because | had some very good chemistry teachekdizabeth 1, Queen of Australia. At the outset, let me
too. What is being asked of teachers is far greater than wa&®ngratulate our Governor, Dame Roma Mitchell. Dame
ever asked before. The social problems that they are beirfgomadis a truly great South Australian who has served South
asked to handle are huge. They should not need to handfgistralia in a public capacity for nearly 30 years. It is a
such problems but in all conscience they have no choice buiecord of which all South Australians are proud, and |
to handle them. The concept of having to provide breakfadiiterate my pride in having such a great South Australian in
to children in the morning was absolutely unheard of. Ther@ur midst and, indeed, the pleasure | had in listening to her
are children who arrive at school and who suffer significanggain presenting her speech on behalf of the Government.
abuse of various sorts. We can quote all the numbers we like A number of issues were raised by Her Excellency in her
about how many teachers we have in South Australia versigpeech. Certainly, South Australia is headed for some
other States, but we need all the teachers we had befori@teresting times with some important challenges. Let me
Work is not being done. briefly touch on just a few of the challenges which were set
| suspect that the basic education work—the very narrov@ut in Her Excellency’s speech. First, we have the challenge
education work—will continue but our society will pay in of local government reform. In that regard there is a real
other ways, because those kids who were getting all sorts éhallenge to improve the delivery of Government services to
different, additional assistance will have that removed. Somerdinary South Australians. It is part of a wide ranging
of the special opportunities such as music that they are beirgackage implemented by this Government in terms of micro-
offered will be removed. The public education system will beeconomic reform.
taken back to a base three Rs. That will not disadvantage my It is also important to note that previous Ministers,
children too much because | can afford to give them privaténcluding the Hon. Anne Levy, and previous Governments
music lessons. | do not think they are taking any disadvantageave attempted on a number of occasions to implement local
to school; in fact, the school they attend does not have a Igovernment reform. | am optimistic when | deal with many
of children—although it certainly has a number—who havdocal government people, members from the ALP in some
a disadvantage of one sort or another. However, thos@stances and members of the community that on this
children are being abandoned and it will damage our societ@ccasion we will be successful in leading to some true
and no numbers will account for that. efficiencies and some significant local government reform.
Without giving arguments about numbers, | can only say | also note that in her speech Her Excellency referred to
to the Minister that he is doing damage, severe damage. Tliike ETSA corporation. As a member of the Statutory
fact that it is being done for no good reason appals me. Thauthorities Review Committee | know that we have been
Minister, like so many Ministers, says, ‘The previouslooking into the performance of ETSA, and | would have to
Government made a mess; we have a responsibility to cleaay, without pre-empting anything that might come from the
it up and, therefore, we are justified in doing that.’ | remindcommittee, that ETSA is well deserving of congratulations
the Government that this State does not have the largest pi@rterms of its performance. | acknowledge that the reform of
capita debt in Australia. There are several States (such &TSA commenced with the previous Government. It
Victoria and Tasmania) with larger per capita debt. We arelemonstrates the importance of a cooperative work force, and
reducing our debt faster than any State, including Victoriait is important to note that without their cooperation the
This is despite the reputation that Jeff Kennett has, which &dvantages and benefits that South Australians now enjoy
think was largely earnt because of the way he goes arourftom the performance of ETSA would not have occurred.
beating his chest all the time. | also await with some interest developments that are
The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting: likely to occur in the area of information technology. | note
The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: | am right: the speed is not that Her Excellency indicated that there would be an an-
justified. There is no question that the debt needs to beouncement prior to the end of this year, and | am sure that
reduced, but when it has to be reduced at such a speed thaitiwill be met with a great deal of discussion and debate.
damages the education system— It is also important to note that significant changes are
The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting: occurring in the area of passenger transport. | note that in the
The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: You can play all the games area of contracting out in the southern suburbs TransAdelaide
you want with words. The fact is that the justification for thewas successful, and in that regard | join with the Minister for
cuts in education have all been blamed on the State Bank, efEtansport in congratulating TransAdelaide in presenting what
The point | make is that the cuts, while you may be able tanust have been the most efficient and best tender. It is
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evident that if the public sector is willing to embrace micro-  However, unlike a lot of cases, this story looks like it will
economic and other reform it can meet the private sector hedthve a happy ending. This real entrepreneurial activity is
on and, on many occasions, win. doing so well that it now supports two of the four families,

Itis also exciting to note the development in conjunctionenabling two families to be properly placed on the family
with the Federal Government of the extension of the Adelaidérm, so minimising some of the environmental pressures that
Airport runway and the upgrading of the road from Adelaidemight have been brought to bear on the farm. At the same
to Crafers. Those micro-economic reforms are important foime, the oyster farm supports two of the Zippel families and
the future economic benefit of this State. It is also pleasinghey now have three full-time employees. | do not take into
to see the improvements that are taking place in the Arccount the amount of money that is spent in the local Smoky
Gallery on North Terrace. | know that on previous occasiongay and Ceduna communities, but it must be significant.
in this place the Hon. Legh Davis has lamented about th&ertainly, it is entrepreneurial activity such as this that will
tiredness of Adelaide and, in particular, has made a numbdovide the future for this State.
of comments about the tiredness of North Terrace. | joinwith One aspect that really impressed me was the care with
the Hon. Legh Davis and hope that the Government will lookvhich Mr Zippel treated the environment where his oyster
at various means by which North Terrace, which is after alfarm is placed. It is absolutely vital that oysters do not
our premier boulevard in this town, can be improved. contain impurities beca_luse they are not then able to be

It is also interesting to note that the Government is nofXPorted. As was explained to me, oyster farmers must test
afraid of tackling the hard issues. In that regard | refer thd€ water for five years to ensure that there is proper environ-

Council to the police and the restructure of the Police Forcg€ntal control, and they are now in their fourth year in the

I look forward to the report of the independent committee thaliV€-year process. | understand that the projectis going well,

is looking into the current police structure and seeing it"d | was very impressed with the extraordinary concern and

recommendations in relation to the improvement in efficiencya"€ that Mr Zippel was adopting in terms of his environment.
and accountability in terms of police management. That makes me wonder about some of the comments,

Also, | note that there has been a significant improveme articularly from the Hon. Michael Elliott, that we must have

. S : ; quiries into these sorts of issues. One would have thought
in the cost of administration of our prisons. To thatextent the, -\ 1o e the interests of the farmers, whether they be oyster
Minister for Emergency Services, who has substantlallyfa

driven prison reform in South Australia, ought to be con- rmers or other sorts of farmers, are aimed at enhancing,

gratulated for what he has achieved improving and maintaining a proper environmental status

N . Government ought to stay out of it and let them get on with
| also want to touch on some other significant iSSUeSheir job.

during the course of my contribution. First, | refer to the area Also, | was informed that there has been a ban on netting
of aquaculture. | note that the Hon. Michael Elliott touched; Smoky Bay since 1966. | was told that that small bay was
on that in his Address in Reply speech and that he has §,yporting some six to eight professional fishermen, as well
motion before this place concerning the referral to a standingg quite a number of amateur fishermen who were taking
committee of issues relating to aquaculture. Notwithstandinga1rge catches. One would have thought—and certainly this
that, last long weekend | had the opportunity to attend thgantiment was conveyed to me by a number of people—that
annual Ceduna_ Oyste_rfest. One could not he_Ip but admir(_e thRe absence of amateur netting in that bay has played a
results of the pioneering work of the oyster industry, whichg;qificant part in maintaining that resource. I am, therefore,
started seven §hort years ago and which currently generatggmewhat surprised at the motion moved by the Hon. Ron
about $87 million per annum. | understand it is anticipatetRoperts to disallow regulations for banning of netting
that this will grow to about $280 million per annum within generally, with some few exceptions, in South Australia. The
five years. Thatis a proud achievement, and the West Coaelssons that have been learnt from places such as Smoky Bay
oyster industry deserves every bit of congratulation andye significant and should be taken up by all of us in this
support that we here can give them. place, and more particularly the Hon. Ron Roberts.

During that visit, and accompanied by the member for  The second issue to which Her Excellency referred was
Mitchell, I had an opportunity of inspecting an oyster leasethat the Government has noted significant interest in the
in Smoky Bay. The owner of that oyster lease, Mr Garydevelopment of an iron ore, coal and smelting industry in
Zippel, kindly took us over the lease and explained a numbegorthern South Australia. | await that development with real
of issues with which he had had to deal over the four or fiventerest. | am told anecdotally that the sort of investment
year period since he entered the industry. He explained thgeing looked at in the northern part of South Australia is $400
benefits to the community through the development of thainillion to $600 million, and in anyone’s language that is a
industry. huge investment. Whilst it is early days, this sort of develop-

Mr Zippel comes from a family of four who in turn have ment would provide a fillip to this Government and to those
had families and who, about five or six years ago, weranembers opposite who have supported the viewpoint that it
wholly reliant on the family farm. It was clear even in that is absolutely vital for the development of this country, and
economic downturn that the farm was not sufficient tomore particularly this State, for the Darwin-Alice Springs
support all those families. As a consequence, Mr Zippel andailway line to be built.
his family decided to embark on what can only be described This iron ore, coal and smelting project, together with the
as an extraordinarily risky venture, and they entered th®arwin-Alice Springs railway line, is terribly exciting, and
oyster business. He was confronted by a number of differerine project which | hope all members confront with a great
difficulties, and he explained that at one stage it came closdeal of optimism. However, | would sound one note of
to the Zippel family having to pull out from the business, ascaution with respect to the issue of Mabo and native title. |
a result of which there would have been drastic financiatlo not wish to return to the general arguments surrounding
consequences to him and his brothers and their respectitiee native title/Mabo issue, but it has been pointed out to me
families. that since the promulgation of the various native title
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tribunals by the Federal Government not one decision haw® the Minister by KESAB regarding some of the issues that
been made, despite assurances given by the Prime Ministidte Government ought to be confronting in terms of litter, and
and Senator Evans (who led the debate in the Senate) thabelieve some of those suggestions ought to be seriously
there would not be significant delays and that the issues a@onsidered. It isimportant that | place on the record some of
native title would be dealt with expeditiously and efficiently. its suggestions and comments. First, it has acknowledged that
One hopes that an investment of $400 million to $600a real change has taken place in community behaviour
million will not be put in jeopardy simply because the Primetowards the issue of litter. It also comments quite critically
Minister and Senator Evans have jammed legislation througabout the lack of local government action in relation to litter
the Federal Parliament making it impossible for native titlecontrol. Quite clearly, it is of the same mind as this Govern-
commissioners to deal with these matters appropriately anuient that, because of its current structures, local government
expeditiously. That is a very serious concern that | andis having difficulty in carrying out its broader responsibilities
indeed, members in this and the other place have raised frota its local communities.
time to time. KESAB is critical of Government restrictions imposed by
Her Excellency also mentioned issues relating to théhe Department for Correctional Services and the policy of
environment. This Government has a proud record in relatioKESAB paying for the supervision of community offenders
to the environment, although the rather mean-minded attitude relation to KESAB related activities. One would hope that
of the Hon. Michael Elliott would not seem to acknowledgethe Government would look at that issue and note that
that. I have yet to hear one word of congratulation on his patKESAB, as a community service organisation, should not be
in relation to this Government’s tackling some of the mostrequired to pay for that supervision. In an environmental
difficult environmental issues with which this city and Statesense KESAB's objective and the objective of this Govern-
is confronted. Substantial efforts are being made, and | woulchent ought to be one and the same, and one would hope that
hope at least that members opposite acknowledge that we ahe Government could look at that. KESAB is also of the
taking positive steps in that area and that, albeit in a healthyiew that, particularly in the local government area, there is
spirit of debate, we are headed in the right direction. One lack of regulation, a lack of control and a lack of enforce-
would hope also that criticism, where necessary, in relatioment by councils in various environmental issues which
to this Government's record in terms of environment, ratheimpinges upon the KESAB objectives. KESAB has indicated
than being subjected to the negative carping of the Michadhat there should be amendments to the Local Government
Elliotts, was constructive. | have yet to see any evidence ofct to beef up council responsibilities to enable them to
that, but optimism springs eternal. | point out to membergproperly supervise regulations, to promulgate regulations
that— which are necessary for their own local areas and to properly
The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting: control local environments. | would hope that these amalga-
The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: At least we are tackling the mations would put councils in a position to achieve that
issue of the Patawalonga. We are attempting to tackle thgroperly. | am disappointed at the Hon. Michael Elliott’s knee
issues of the Torrens. jerk objection to council amalgamations, particularly given
The Hon. P. Holloway: You might make it worse. the rhetoric that we hear on a constant basis concerning his
The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: The Hon. Mr Holloway = commitment to the improvement of the environment.
interjects and says that we may make it worse. | am sure that, The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting:
within the next two or three weeks, the Hon. Mr Holloway = The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: That was a long time ago.
will come up with a better and more constructive suggestion The Hon. P. Holloway: Not that long.
that we can present to the residents of the western suburbs asThe Hon. A.J. REDFORD: Let me put it this way: it was
to how we can deal with this issue. If he has the ability towell before the blow up of the State Bank, something from
receive acclamation, | am sure this Government will look atvhich you have been busily distancing yourself for some
it very closely. In any event, | await his suggestion with somdime. The Queensland Litter Act, which was passed in 1987,
interest. would provide a good model for local government to adopt,
Other interesting developments include the announcemeirt terms of managing the local environment. KESAB has
in relation to marine waters and the announcement ansluggested higher fines for littering. One of the reasons that
suggestions made by the Premier regarding the Murray Rivetouncils do not seem to enforce or follow up littering is that
I know that the Hon. Michael Elliott touched on his experi- the cost of prosecutions is much higher than the types of fines
ences of the Murray River and the damage done to thand costs they are likely to recover. It has been suggested that
Darling. | hope that, rather than just sitting back and criticis-there be a wider allocation of powers. For example, parking
ing, he will enter into some constructive discussion andnspectors, health inspectors and animal control inspectors
encourage his Senate colleague, Senator Kernot, to appealtoould be given powers to enforce litter laws; there should be
the Federal Government to support the initiative led by thesevere fines on trucks when material is blown out of them;
Premier. The issue of the environment still has a long way tbuilders and other businesses should be responsible for any
go, and sometimes it is not the big ticket items but the littlelitter that moves from properties upon which they operate out
ticket items that are important and add up to a great improvesnto the road; evidentiary aids should be put in place putting
ment in the environment. | commend every member in thishe onus on those people to prove that the litter that is found
place to read the annual report of KESAB, which perhapslid not come from premises that they occupy; and controllers
does not attract the same political notice as some of its morar organisers of public events should have fairly and squarely
high profile compatriots but which, nevertheless, has over thplaced upon them the responsibility to ensure that sufficient
years achieved, and is still achieving, an enormous amoulins are provided and that they are wholly and solely
in terms of improving our environment, and it should beresponsible for clean-up costs.
proud of its record. | refer to a letter | received from KESAB which points out
In any event, | commend its annual report to members ofhe poor performance of local government in this area. The
this place. | was provided with a copy of a submission madéetter states:
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In surveys several years ago metropolitan councils had enforcegidministration of friendly societies in South Australia. | am
ant_i-litter penalties only four times ir_1 the respective 12 month period_currenﬂy involved in a case (|t started a nhumber of years
This | suspect could also be applied to many other facets of thefeore | was elected to this place) in which 350 to 400 South
operations and responsw.n.llnes. . Australians invested in a friendly society in Queensland
That sums up the position and the importance of the forthgnown as the Family Security Friendly Society. The regula-
coming local government reform. The other issue whichjon of friendly societies in that State was probably exceeded
KESAB has suggested ought to be looked at is not a legislan |axity only by the regulation of friendly societies and
tive response, but a response in worker management. INgRiiiding societies by the Cain Labor Government in Victoria
paper submitted to the Minister KESAB suggested that thghich |ed to the Pyramid collapse. | have first-hand experi-
worker attitude, and particularly local government workergpnce of people who have suffered the loss of money,
attitude and training, be improved substantially. We have a&anicularly elderly people who spent their whole lives saving
been confronted with an overflowing bin which is surroundedygney, trusting investment advisers and then having that trust
by rubbish. Far too often we see council workers empty a biyoken as a consequence of an investment adviser's attitude
without picking up the surrounding rubbish. A more aggresf maximising commissions and putting their own interests
sive training approach and attitude on the part of locahnead of those of their customers. This sort of legislation will
government is perhaps another option that this Governmegf, some way towards redressing some of the difficulties that
and local government ought to look at in dealing with ourgise in that regard.
environmental problems. In any event, in the nearly two years Tne other issue that | wish to touch on is tourism. |
that this Government has been in office, it has cause t0 bgngratulate the Government on its initiative in relation to
proud of its environmental record. , _Wirrina, but it is quite clear that we have a long way to go.

| also note that Her Excellency referred to the introduction) kow that the Hon. Ron Roberts has endeavoured to get his
of racial vilification legislation in this session of Parliament. ygme in the paper by having a crack at the ‘Going all the
| have a real concern that such I(_agislation §hou|d not impingﬁ,ayv supplement to thAustralianbut, if one wants to assess
upon freedom of speech. In saying that, | in no way condongne ysual approach of a national paper to South Australia, one
the activities of various extremist groups in this community.need only look at last Saturdayeekend AustraliarThe
not the way to go. | am a strong adherent to the principle ofovering the Australian Tourism Awards of 1995, setting out

Voltaire, who said: 40 national awards for tourism in Australia. South Australia
I disapprove of what you say, but | will defend to the death yourmanaged to win only one award and, in that regard, |
right to say it. congratulate the winner of the Industry Training Private

A large number of offences can cover the sorts of activitieSector Award, namely, the Hyatt Regency Hotel.
embarked upon by the thugs who are associated with these Page 8 of the magazine lists the main attractions for
extremist groups: threat to life, unlawful stalking, commoninternational visitors to Australia as surveyed by the Bureau
assault, aggravated assault, damage to property and offensafeTourism Research. New South Wales has the first eight
behaviour. There are also various offences in the postal andain attractions. One attraction in Victoria—Melbourne
telecommunications areas. | suspect that each of thoshopping—is listed in ninth place and another New South
offences would cover the sorts of activities that are sought t9Vales attraction comes in tenth. So Victoria and New South
be covered by the racial vilification legislation that wasWales share the first 10 places, of which New South Wales
introduced by the Hon. Mario Feleppa before his retirementhas nine. The first entry from another State is Seaworld from
However, | agree that there is a problem and that it ought tQueensland, and it is not until number 17 that Western
be tackled. Australia gets a mention. The disappointing thing is that the
One suggestion that | and members on both sides ask tiNorthern Territory, South Australia and Tasmania are not
Attorney-General to consider seriously is amendment of thenentioned at all as being main attractions in this visitor
sentencing legislation. In my view, rather than create nevsurvey. That indicates that, whilst it is not peculiar, South
offences, we can easily deal with the evil of racial vilification Australia shares a common problem with the Northern
by asking the courts to impose higher penalties within theifferritory and Tasmania, and that is that we have a very low
discretionary range if there is a racial component to therofile in international terms. | believe that we have a long
commission of an offence. Such an approach will allowway to go and that we need to be new and innovative in the
people to express themselves freely without the fear or risilelivery of our tourism services.
of being subjected to prosecution. However, if such conduct Like many members opposite and many of my colleagues,
leads to what one would term as a normal offence, they woultibelieve that tourism is a substantial industry in this State and
be subjected to greater penalty. For example, if a couple dfas the capacity and potential to be one of our biggest export
kids damaged a gravestone, they would be treated within thearners, but | am not confident at the moment that anything
normal range of criminal penalties. However, if there wereis happening in any substantial way to improve that. | went
aracial element to it, they would be dealt with more severelythrough this magazine about the Australian Tourism awards
There are a number of other advantages, not the least beingry carefully and, in case | had missed something, | invited
that the burden of proof in establishing a fact for the purposéhe Hon. Terry Roberts to go through the same magazine to
of sentencing is not as great as the burden of proof isee whether there was any reference to South Australia. | am
establishing a fact in the creation of the offence. | invitegrateful to the honourable member for pointing out to me
members opposite to consider seriously that, whilst not athat, apart from the award to the Hyatt, there is one—and
spectacular in its promulgation, it might achieve a greateonly one—reference to South Australia, and that appears on
result. page 6. | will read it out because | am sure that the Hon. Legh
Her Excellency also referred to the reform of friendly Davis will be interested to see it. Usually when he gets
societies’ legislation. | congratulate the Government orpublicity he is the first to tell me, but he has not told me about
acknowledging a need for reform in the supervision andhis one. The article states:
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The country-house hotels of South Australia’s aspic-set Barossa Government Ministers are attacked for what the propa-
and golden Clare valleys rank alongside the frontrunners of thiganda is pleased to describe as ‘cuts’ in spending. They can

genre on both sides of the English Channel. Even our humble B&B ; : et
and farm-stays, most of which boast record repeat-guest level e less emotively and more accurately described as adjust

compete on an international level with the added bonus of dinkun€Nts to spending priorities. Not surprisingly, the most
Down Under hospitality. vociferous critics are found among the leadership of labor

That is the only reference in this whole magazine to Sout4/N'oNs whose members are employed in the public sector. |

Australia. When it comes to budget time next year, | certainy?™ Sure that Ministers would like nothing better than to
will be watching with a great deal of interest precisely howannounce ever increasing expenditure in relation to their

much this State puts into the national body because, if Ongortfc;hosg. Tuat course of atctlon ‘?éOUId be I|kelg to be q
looks at this magazine, one sees that we get very little valygopuiar. such announcements would ensureé good press an
for our contribution to the national body. might silence the unions. This strategy would be the easy

| hope that this session of Parliament will bring in a new%pt'on’ but it would be the wrong option to follow. It would

era in terms of governance. So far, in the 20 months | hav i;;;f:%??ﬁgbl%ns,]?:l:tr;ist;ghted and contrary to the long term
been a member of this place, | have seen little evidence o - L
any real, positive, constructive or effective opposition.g The second largest single area of spending in the State

. . udget for 1995-96 is the $1 140 million for primary and
Indeed, it has been left to the Liberal backbench to keep th econdary education and children’s services. As the Leader

Cabineton its toes, and | am sure that the Liberal backbencof the Government in this place is the Minister for Education

given the talent it has, will continue to do that. For the sakeanOI Children's Services, we hear quite a bit from the

%f e?r?l?g p Sgg\;irrgﬂfggi (Ij eh(t)tﬁfi rﬂ(]j?f} eﬁgr?g(.eas“ag elt“'?%ogfpﬁ:g pposition on that subject. We frequently hear complaints in
factional disputes, look closely in a constrl,Jctive manner a; hlfh?slaéfree:bgatt tgg sbpuitdegt?mtoicg%ﬂ%ﬂﬁ;&?&?&giﬁg nr;zgf
X]Ss?rearlfgggzgﬁhoef é@;ig\g&?%n;\’,gpndme;f’ture that Sou#ecently published Australian Bureau of Statistics data
. - indicates that this State still has the lowest pupil to teacher
One would hope that, when the knives are withdrawn fron} i of ol the States in both primary and secondary educa-
each other's backs, members opposite could look at us angl, ‘pegpite all the claims of the South Australian Institute
provide us with guidance and with suggestions as to how W 1.5 chers about reductions in the number of school services
can better deliver government and services to the peoplg Bfficers, the level of school administrative support staff

tShOUt?] A;thralla_.rlham r&ot Opt'T'St'C thtat Lhat will h_adppen '?c ntinues to exceed the national average. To listen to the
e shortterm. There does not seem 1o be any evidence tghisy sypporters in this place, one would think that this

thatis occurring. But, if they do need any advice, | am SUrg; e rnment did not appreciate school services officers. The
that our Leader would be prepared to give it to them. Government does; that is why it is maintaining them at levels

The Hon. T.G. Roberts: The damage is done. that are higher than the national average.

_ The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: If you need any assistance  As other speakers on this side of the House have men-
in repairing the damage—and | notice you have a bit of &joned, it should never be forgotten that, under the previous
bounce in your step after the weekend— Labor administration, public sector debt as a proportion of

The Hon. T.G. Roberts interjecting: this State’s gross product was almost 28 per cent. As the

The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: You've got a bounce in your Treasurer graphically described it in his budget speech, this
step because you think that the Government has beetate has a level of debt which, in his words, ‘not only
damaging the State? | would't think that you would evenparalysed but threatened to kill the State’. The State was
countenance such a thought. Certainly, the rise of the Lefspending $300 million a year more than it was earning.
if that does mean unity in the Australian Labor Party, mightDecisive action was necessary; decisive and bold action was
be welcomed in some quarters. | hope that the new founthken; and the Treasurer and the Government ought to be
power of the Left within the Australian Labor Party will be congratulated for it.
exercised wisely and will ensure that this Government, at | do not propose to go through many of the matters
least from time to time, faces a seasoned, inquiring anehentioned in Her Excellency’s speech; they have been dealt
constructive Opposition. with adequately by other speakers. There are, however, a

couple of matters which | should mention. The first is the

The Hon. R.D. LAWSON: | thank Her Excellency the subject of racial vilification. | do welcome the announcement
Governor for the speech with which she opened this Parliathat legislation on racial vilification will be introduced in this
ment and again pay tribute to the dedication, enthusiasm arsgssion of Parliament. There is presently no South Australian
great accomplishment with which Dame Roma Mitchell islaw dealing with racial vilification. The Equal Opportunity
discharging her functions for the benefit of the whole of theAct prohibits discrimination on the ground of race in certain
South Australian community. | join Her Excellency in areas, but it does not deal with racial vilification. It is
expressing regret at the deaths, since the last session, @ncerned with discrimination in this area. This means that,
the Hon. Gordon Bruce, Mr Jack Jennings and Mr Howardlthough the Equal Opportunity Act prohibits a person from
Venning. | join with all members in expressing appreciationrefusing to serve another person a drink or give him or her a
for the service of those former members to the Parliament artebtel bed or employ such a person on the grounds of race, it
to the community, and | extend my sympathy to theirdoes not prohibit a person from inciting others to racial hatred
families. by threats, etc.

The program outlined in Her Excellency’s speech Itis certainly true, as the Hon. Angus Redford mentioned
demonstrates the commitment of the Brown Government tin his speech earlier, that certain manifestations of racial
adopting a sensible and responsible approach to the rebuildHification would be caught as general offences under the
ing of the State for the benefit of all South Australians, anccriminal law and also under the Summary Offences Act. For
especially for coming generations of our citizens. example, offensive conduct, assault, unlawful threats,
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damaging property, offensive behaviour, threatening Those committees all recommended legislation which
behaviour at a public meeting and the like are all specificallcreated criminal offences in this area. Next, in 1991, there
dealt with in the Summary Offences Act and the Criminalwas the Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in
Law Consolidation Act. Of course, it is a common law Custody, a Federal royal commission with complementary
offence to incite a person to commit an offence. State commissions, and that commission recommended laws

Over the years in South Australia a number of reports hav@dainst racial vilification. Its recommendations focused upon
recommended action in this area, and | mention three of thegPnciliation and education, but did not favour the creation of
briefly. In 1991 the report of the Community Relations criminal offences. This applied also to the report published
Advisory Committee recommended that the Equal Opportuniin 1992 of the Australian Law Reform Commission. Finally,
ty Act be amended to outlaw racial vilification. However, that! mention the report of the National Inquiry into Racist
committee believed that there should be no criminal sanctiongiolence in 1991. Again, that was a report which, unlike the
and that the emphasis should be on conciliation and educf¥0 | have just mentioned, did recommend legislation
tion. In 1993, in her report the Commissioner for EqualCreating criminal offences. - _
Opportunity recommended that the Equal Opportunity Actbe ~ As is well known, in 1989 in New South Wales legislation
amended to include a general provision prohibiting raciaivas passed dealing with racial vilification. In that year, the
vilification. The Commissioner noted in that report that aAnti-discrimination Racial Vilification Amendment Act came
number of Comp|aints are made to the commission each yeg}to effect. That Act pl‘OVideS for criminal sanctions as well

concerning racial vilification, but she mentioned that actior@s certain civil redress. _
could not be taken because the acts in question were not In Western Australiain 1990, the Parliament of that State

covered by the Equal Opportunity Act. enacted offences relating to racial vilification in its criminal
In October 1994, Mr Brian Martin, QC, undertook a code. The four offences which were created there may be

review of the Equal Opportunity Act. He analysed thesummarised as follows: first, possession of material that is

background, but he avoided reaching a firm conclusion on th'€atening or abusive with intent to publish or display, and
tent that hatred of any racial group be created or increased;

matter, and recommended that no change to the Equbﬂ A ; . s
Opportunity Act be made until after the enactment of the theﬁecondly, publication of threatening or abusive material with

pending Federal legislation. Well, the Federal legislation i ';]t.ec?lt that hatred of a?yhramal group bel;:regted or inc_:rtlaas_ertlj;
still pending. Only recently, it was heavily amended in the! ,:r %/,tr?ca[stshessm? o ][k)reza(;tgnllng odr a lés'vihmatte”tathwlt
Senate by the deletion of the criminal sanctions, and it hadtent that the matenal be displayed, and with intént that a

now been returned to the House of Representatives for furth&g¢ial group will be harassed by the display; and, finally,
consideration. | will mention that matter in due course. displaying of threatening or abusive material with intent that

There is a problem with racial vilification in this State. \tICgltJl(rjng;eg::av:\;/gg(ljdbl;eit.d|splayed and that a racial group
One only need note the experience of Julie Greig (the "5 New South Wales provisions in particular do have
member for Reynell) who has encountered significant racial e ctions for freedom of expression. Federally, of course,
vilification in her electorate. In January this year, a raCishere is also a Racial Hatred Bill which | have mentioned
group calhng_ |ts_elf National Action began a c_oncgrted reviously. The Keating Government introduced its Racial
recruitment drive in the Noarlunga area plastering its stickerg,5ireq Bill in 1992. The Bill lapsed because of the 1993
and anti-Asian posters around the district. It decided to targeligqtion |t was reintroduced in November 1994 but has not
Julie Greig whose antl-rqcist views were well known in they o passed. In August, | think it was, the Federal Opposition
area because of he_r previous Ioc_al government involvemert, y'the Green Party combined to amend the Bill by removing
On 28 January this year, National Action held a wellye criminal sanctions, and the matter is now before the
publicised rally outside Julie Greig's office. House of Representatives. Whether or not that House and the
There had been a good deal of newspaper and televisiqBovernment will accept the amendments remains to be seen.
coverage of racist campaigns by fringe groups and neo-Nazighe Federal Government has not shown much enthusiasm for
| refer members to the full page Insight article in therapid passage of that measure, and there has been ongoing
Advertisetin April this year. Subsequently, in July, there waspglitical debate and divisiveness concerning it, which | hope
widespread outrage at the desecration of Jewish graves in tigl| be avoided in this State.
West Terrace Cemetery, which was widely portrayed in the  One issue which has to be addressed at the threshold is:
media as a manifestation of racial vilification. Whether or n0t3h0u|d we have State |egis|ation on this subject‘? | would
the incident was, in fact, racially motived has not, as far agrgue that the South Australian Parliament should express a
I am aware, been established. However, the public outraggtrong view on this issue by enacting its own legislation. If
which that incident engendered shows the depth of feeling iStates do not have legislation on this matter, the Federal
the community against racist acts by a significant section aovernment’s claim that it has some justification for
thinking people. imposing national legislation pursuant to the foreign affairs
So, we in South Australia cannot claim to be free of allpower is enhanced.
incidents of racial vilification. As | mentioned, there have In my view, it is undesirable for States to abdicate
been three reports over a number of years recommendingsponsibility in this or any other area to the Federal Parlia-
some form of legislative action in this State. Elsewhere irment. We do not want a case in this State similar to that of
Australia there have been developments in this area. Rodney King in Los Angeles. In that case, Los Angeles
number of reports have been published recommending actigiolice officers engaged in some truncheon practise at the
regarding racial vilification. The Human Rights Commissionexpense of Mr King. Unfortunately for them, a passer-by
published a report in 1983; the Western Australian Lawusing a new video camera filmed them in action, and
Reform Commission published a report in 1989; and thevidespread and horrific film of their conduct was shown
Victorian Racial Vilification Committee published a report continuously around the world for months thereafter. The
in 1992. police concerned were charged with assault and other
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offences under Californian law but were acquitted by a jury—Solidarity and Justice Unit of the Uniting Church and the
an event which is said to have given rise to the race riots idustice and Peace Commission of the Catholic Church have
Los Angeles. Subsequently, those same police officers whissued statements critical of the State Government. They are
had been acquitted were charged under a Federal law—nhisguided in my view. The essence of their criticism can be
understand the Federal civil rights legislation—with differentencapsulated in the following passage which | read from a
Federal offences. We do not want to have that type ofommunication issued on 20 June by the Uniting Church. |
situation in Australia. Matters of racial vilification, racial guote, omitting some unnecessary words, as follows:
harassment and the like are essentially State matters to be jesys ... suffered the full force of political and religious
dealt with locally. It is inappropriate for this Parliament to persecution [they say]. In our tradition there would have been times
provide any Federal Parliament with an excuse to legislate iwhen political leaders have sought to wield control over spiritual
an area which is essentially a State area which seoks 10 o 6. W bellove hat s State Goverment has

The_Hon'T'G' Roberts:They will have almostidentical stepped beyond its powers in calling a royal commission into
legislation. Ngarrindjeri spiritual beliefs.

The Hon. R.D. LAWSON: The New South Wales L . L o .
S e ; S h ._This criticism is unfair and misguided. The criticism might
legislation, which is the basis of the Bill introduced into this have been valid if—and I say ‘if—the royal commission was

place by e o Vo Fokeppe o e s 58y of P e ettt s il v
' STy TITTOULSE garrindjeri or any other people. | do agree that it is no
Fr:?ft\?vﬁiyc;h:pﬁzg?rz S\flégfe%pggggggls quite different tofun_ction of the Government to be the arbiter of religious
The Hon. T.G. Roberts interjecting: beliefs. . o L
The Hon. R.D. LAWSON: Uniformity is not necessarily '€ terms of this royal commission do not require it to
the appropriate way to go in this area. We want legislation—€Xamine the underlying truth or validity of any spiritual
The Hon. T.G. Roberts: It is the same everywhere. beI_|e_fs. The .C.:ommlss_|oner IS not examining the t.rUth or
The Hon. R.D. LAWSON: It might be the same problem valldlty.of spiritual beliefs. The commission is rgquwed to
but is the solution always the same? Is it necessarily true th4€termine whether or not certain claimed beliefs were a
uniform solutions are better than creative solutions? abrication, that is, whether or not they were devised or
Of course, there is an even more basic threshold questi ncocted for a particular purpose. The inquiry upon which
of whether there is a need for any legislation at all. | argué"€ royal commission is embarking is not an unusual one. It
that there is in this area, because surveys show that the (:0|ﬁ-r‘_0t uncommon in our society for individuals or groups to
munity does not believe that people should be entitled t&'&M to be exempt from some law or policy because of the
incite racial hatred or to incite contempt for others on ground§1aim that they have some religious belief. For example,
of race or nationality. | make that statement subject alway§°Meone might be charged with holding pornographic
to the proviso that reasonable discussion of any social dfiaterial, and he or she might claim that that material had
political issue, including immigration, multiculturalism and SOMe religious or spiritual significance for that person and
the like, is protected. There are serious concerns expressiify Were therefore exempt from prosecution. _
by people on both the right and the left of politics in this =~ Someone might receive a rate notice from a council and
country about the preservation of free speech. One questi¢#gim that his house is now a temple and is now used for
which is posed in relation to this proposal to have legislatiod€ligious purposes and that accordingly he is not required to
is whether or not it is worth having legislation at al—whetherPay rates. The authorities, on behalf of the community, must
or not legislation will solve the problem. A short answer, of Make a judgment whether or not that individual genuinely
course, is that legislation by itself will not stamp out racismeéntertains the religious beliefs or whether what is being put
or racial vilification. The law against shoplifting has not forward as a religious belief is a concoction and is merely
stamped out shoplifting, but no-one suggests that it should éevised for the purpose of avoiding some unnecessary or
repealed on that ground. unwanted consequence. Those cases do not involve the State
Enactment of some legislation will be a statement by thidn passing judgment on the validity or truth of spiritual
Parliament about its abhorrence of certain practices, andheliefs. They do not represent religious persecution. The
trust that we will not get into an unseemly political auctionterms of reference of the present royal commission do not
between political Parties in which the holier than thou attitudé€quire it to embark upon a determination of the validity of
is adopted by any side in this House. | commend the Goverrthe spiritual beliefs.
ment’s proposal for racial vilification legislation and | look | can quite understand why conscientious people from
forward to the debate in this Chamber on the subject. many sections of the community wish to express solidarity
I next turn to the royal commission into matters pertainingwith Aboriginal people in responding to perceived assaults
to the Hindmarsh Island bridge. The Leader of the Oppositiotipon their beliefs. However, | do not believe that the interests
in this place made some comment about this matter, anddf Aboriginal people or the process of reconciliation is
wish to say something on the subject of the Government'@dvanced by precluding any Government on behalf of the
decision to establish the royal commission. | do not commergommunity from examining the circumstances in which
on its proceedings at all. | make absolutely no assumption iglaims of spiritual significance arose in this matter. After all,
relation to the result of the commission. | will await its report these claims of fabrication were not made by the Government
with interest. | do not know whether those whose allegation®r some section of the white community or by some rabid
have prompted the commission will be accepted or not. ~ right wing organisation: they came from within the
However, | do wish to comment on what | regard asAboriginal community itself.
misguided criticism of the Government’s decision to establish In this connection it is worth noting that there has already
the commission in the first place. A number of church groupseen one Federal inquiry into this matter by Professor Cheryl
and Aboriginal groups have alleged that the commission itseffaunders. On the evidence presented to her, Professor
is an assault upon religious freedom. For example, th&aunders accepted certain claims. She could as easily have
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rejected them but she accepted them. No similar objection Itis also said, and | interpreted this in one of the interjec-
was made to her inquiry by those people who are now stions of the Hon. Terry Roberts, ‘Where is it all going?’ No-
vociferous in their opposition. one can say for sure where this inquiry is heading, because
Similarly, Mr Tickner has announced that there will be awe do not know what the commissioner will ultimately find.
further judicial inquiry into this matter. Again, no criticism But one result will be certain: the very process of having an
is being voiced about that inquiry, either by the Aboriginalinquiry demonstrates that the Government in this State is
people whom we heard spoken of by the Leader of th@repared to demand integrity in the process of approval for
Opposition or by the churches. It would appear that thalevelopments. At present the public is very sceptical of
charges of Government interference in spiritual beliefs aré\boriginal heritage claims, especially those that appear to
highly selective, and they clearly invite the suspicion ofmaterialise at the last minute, and this scepticism is likely to
partisanship. These people are happy enough to participaopardise genuine claims by Aboriginal people, and it will
in Mr Tickner's inquiry but they refuse to participate in an deter investors. In other words, no-one benefits if there is no
inquiry conducted about a State issue—about a State projeconfidence in the process. The Government has to restore
in South Australia. confidence in the process, and that is why the royal commis-
There are other criticisms. It is said that this inquiry ission cannot be abandoned. Whatever the result of the inquiry,
costing too much, and the figure of $2 million has beerthose who wish to create jobs and economic development in
mentioned. | accept that that is a substantial amount fthis State by making investments will be reassured that
money, but South Australia stands to lose far more thaheritage claims in this State will be closely scrutinised.
$2 million if the issues involved in this royal commission are  Even if the commissioner were to find, as is quite
not resolved. If public works such as the Southern Expresssossible, that the secret women’s business was not fabricated,
way, development and mining projects are to be delayed dhe very fact that the Government was prepared fully to
frustrated by possibly fabricated claims of Aboriginal investigate the claims of those Aboriginal people who said
heritage, the costs to this State as a whole in the future withat it was a fabrication indicates the determination of the
be many millions of dollars in lost revenue, jobs and opporBrown Government to test claims rigorously. It was also said,
tunities. While $2 million is a substantial sum, this inquiry is ‘I didn’t think you wanted the bridge’, or words to that effect.
far less expensive than many others. The Easton inquiry iReople claimed that the Government was acting inconsistent-
Western Australia is costing far more and its results will notly because it did not want a bridge at Hindmarsh Island in the
affect the economy of Western Australia at all. first place. They have said, ‘If it is found that the claims were
Inquiries in recent years have cost many millions offabricated, the inquiry will open the door for the bridge to go
dollars: the Aboriginal deaths in custody inquiry, for ahead'.
example, cost tens of millions of dollars. It is a fact of life ~ That attitude is the height of cynicism and hypocrisy. It
that, if Governments seek to determine the true facts of anguggests that, because we on this side of the Council did not
complex matter, substantial costs will be involved, especiallyvant the bridge, we should sit back and allow it to be banned
where there are strong interests opposed to the inquiry itseldn possibly specious grounds which were concocted for the
Calls for the inquiry to be abandoned have been made gurpose. Although the Liberal Party made it clear before the
various times and by various parties. This refrain is heardast election that it considered that a bridge to Hindmarsh
every time an inquiry or a royal commission is set up. Thosdsland was a misallocation of resources at that stage, in my
who feel threatened by the outcome of the inquiry will claimview it would be dishonourable and cynical for the Govern-
that it is a waste of time and that it is politically motivated ment to support a ban of the bridge on grounds that were
and, invariably, will demand that it be abandoned. We savfabricated. This inquiry was not called for the purpose of
this phenomenon during the State Bank royal commissionassisting the developers: it was called because of the wide-
After that inquiry got under way and the evidence begarspread and public demand, from both Aboriginal and non-
to hurt the Government, its supporters started to say, ‘Thidboriginal people, that the facts of the matter be determined.
inquiry is costing too much. It will not save one cent of the  The Leader read into the transcript part of a communica-
money that has been lost. We know where the money’s gonéon from Mr Dodson and Ms Walpole, who take up criticism
We know what happened, so there’s no point to this inquiryof the commission and of the Government for calling it. They
Why have it? Call it off.” Of course, they said then as theyaccuse the commission of being racist. This issue was
say now, ‘This inquiry is simply a lawyers’ picnic.’ The same determined by the Full Court of the Supreme Court, which
thing happened with the Fitzgerald inquiry in Queenslandheld that the establishment of this commission was not racist
with the WA Inc. inquiry in Perth and with the Costigan and did not offend any principle of constitutional or other
inquiry into the painters and dockers. law. It is no more racist for the Government to be conducting
The Hon. T. Crothers interjecting: this inquiry than it was of Mr Tickner to commission
The Hon. R.D. LAWSON: It will happen before long. Professor Saunders to inquire into the claims in the first
The Hon. Trevor Crothers mentions the current inquiry intoplace. Will Mr Dodson and Ms Walpole be saying that it is
police corruption in New South Wales. That will go on for racist of Mr Tickner to commission Justice Mathews to
months and eventually people will say, ‘We've heard all thisconduct her judicial inquiry?
before; let's call off the inquiry. This is costing too much,  The Hon. T.G. Roberts: It depends upon the terms of
etc. It happens to most inquiries. When the thing startseference, doesn't it?
heating up, those who fear the result will call for it to be The Hon. R.D. LAWSON: If the terms of reference
abandoned. We saw precisely the same thing the other weekeclude Justice Mathews from examining whether or not
with Prime Minister Keating in relation to the Easton inquiry these claims are a fabrication, that will be a disgrace. If
in Perth: he called for it to be abandoned. It is my view thatJustice Mathews is required to accept and not examine all
the Government should not weaken its resolve to ascertain tlidaims made in relation to the so-called ‘sacred women’s
facts of this matter. It should not give in to the pessimists bubusiness’, it will be a disgrace. | seek leave to continue my
should allow the commissioner to get on with the job. remarks later.



Tuesday 17 October 1995 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 209

Leave granted; debate adjourned. in Western Australia the committee came up with sensible
findings and recommendations. In particular, the committee
SA WATER concluded that there was strong support in the Western

Australian community for retaining and strengthening the

The Hon. R.I. LUCAS (Minister for Education and  Federal system. It was the conclusion of a substantial
Children’s Services): | seek leave to table a ministerial majority of those people who spoke to that committee and
statement made by the Minister for Industry, Manufacturingwho provided research material to it that the Federal system
Small Business and Regional Development on the wategas preferable to a centralised system of Government and

contract. that the preservation of the Federal system was of far greater
Leave granted. moment to the community than the so-called republican issue.
The committee identified a number of advantages of a
[Sitting suspended from 6.3 to 7.45 p.m.] Federal system over a central system, especially for smaller
States such as Western Australia—and | suspect South
ADDRESS IN REPLY Australia as well. The committee commented upon the

) . . erosion of the Federal concept in our constitution, which
Adjourned debate on motion for adoption (resumed onxrasion was being caused by the centralisation of power to a
motion) greater extent in Australia than has occurred in major
(Continued from page 208). federations elsewhere in the world. The committee noted the
phenomenon of financial control by central Government,
The Hon. R.D. LAWSON: | commend the Government \yhich is increasing, and noted that the Federal system is
for establishing the South Australian Constitutional Adwsorybeing weakened as a result. The committee identified certain
Council. This council was established in September 1995. ¥onstitutional amendments which, in its view, were appropri-
has not, | understand, yet met. The terms of reference of thge if our Federal system is to thrive in the future. In that
Constitutional Advisory Council were published in the connection it was particularly concerned to ascertain means
Gazetteof 28 September. The council is to investigate anthf restoring fiscal responsibility and independence to the
report on effective constitutional arrangements in Governstates, and noted that this objective would require a concerted
ment structures which will sustain national unity and regionaktfort by the States.
diversity into the twenty-first century, with particular respect  The committee in Western Australia, like our South
to South Australia in relation to a number of matters. Australian advisory council, was not asked to report upon the
First, if the Commonwealth were to cease to be a constitussue of whether or not the Commonwealth is to become a
tional monarchy, how would South Australia be affected%epublic. Rather, the advisory council is really examining
Secondly, how should a Head of State for the Commonwealtfyhat the implications are for South Australia if the nation, as
be appointed and what should the powers and duties of thatwhole, does decide to cease to be a constitutional monarchy.
Head of State be? Thirdly, would it be a realistic option for|n Western Australia it was interesting to note that in the
South Australia to retain its formal association with thecommunity the issue of a sustainable and vibrant Federal
monarchy? Fourthly, how should a Head of State for Soutlyystem was more important than changing the Head of State
Australia be appointed in the event that it severed its assoCigrecause, as the committee there noted (and as | am sure our
tion with the monarchy? advisory council will note as well, and as | think, from a
The second term of reference deals with the democratigported statement of the Chair, Professor Howell, has stated)
and constitutional processes which might be necessary fgustralia is, in effect, e factoconstitutional republic at this
effecting such a change if it were to occur. Then, the advisoryime.
council is to consider and report upon the adequacy of the |In Western Australia it was noted that the republican
current distribution of power between the Commonwealthdebate in the community does provide an opportunity to seek
States, territories, local governments and so on. It is to havgbetter Federal system and, as this advisory council in South
regard to a number of matters, including what consultatiomustralia gets under way, | look forward to its report with
should occur with respect to entering into treaties. Lastly, thgreat interest because it can focus the attention of South
advisory council is examining ways of ensuring adequat@ustralians on the advantages of the present Federal system,
consultation with the people and their participation inprovided it can be strengthened, and it will focus the attention
decision making in the matters just mentioned. of South Australians on the desirability of having an effective
Her Excellency has appointed Associate Professor PetState Government which does not have its powers and its
Howell of Flinders University to be the Chair of the advisory responsibilities diluted by a centralised power. The Govern-
committee. Professor Peter Howell is a well known constitument is to be commended for setting up, appointing and
tional historian, most experienced in this field, and hagunding the advisory council.
written extensively in it. | am sure he will make an admirable The Hon. R.R. Roberts:It's stacked with monarchists.
Chair of the committee. The Director of the State Library (Ms  The Hon. R.D. LAWSON: The Hon. Roberts says that
Fran Alcock) is a member. A number of eminent citizensit is stacked with monarchists. He is obviously thinking of Mr
have been appointed to the committee. There are representatrick Conlon.
tives of the three major political Parties on it. The Hon. R.R. Roberts: Tell me which ones are not
I have high hopes for this advisory council. Its terms ofmonarchists.
reference are not terribly dissimilar to terms which were The Hon. R.D. LAWSON: | would not want to hold her
given to a constitutional committee in Western Australia.to it, but | understand from a reported comment of Michelle
That committee was chaired by Malcolm McCusker, QC, andFielke, who | am glad is a member of the committee, that she
had a number of eminent citizens on it. That committegs not a dedicated monarchist by any means. It is unfortunate
reported in January 1995 and produced a most interestinthat the Hon. Ron Roberts should seek to stick—
informative and helpful report. It was interesting to see that The Hon. R.R. Roberts interjecting:
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The Hon. R.D. LAWSON: You say that Mr Conlon is a this survey, people were asked whether members of various

monarchist, do you? occupational groups were likely to tell the truth. Predictably,
The Hon. R.R. Roberts interjecting: over 80 per cent of respondents said that clergymen and
The Hon. R.D. LAWSON: | have not asked them. priests were the groups whose members were most likely to
The Hon. R.R. Roberts interjecting: tell the truth. Not surprisingly, politicians as a class were seen

The Hon. R.D. LAWSON: Whether or not they are atthe lower end of the scale. Indeed, politicians were second
monarchists—and | am not suggesting for a moment that thdpwest on the index of trustworthiness. Only 14 per cent of
are—they are not being called upon to make any recommeihose surveyed considered that politicians in general are
dations as to whether Australia should continue as a constitlikely to tell the truth. However, there is a delicious irony in
tional monarchy. this survey. Whilst politicians generally were second to

The only other matter to which | wish to refer is rather bottom on the scale, the least trustworthy group of all was
more general and it should be of interest to all members. found to be Government Ministers. Only 11 per cent of them
refer to the lack of esteem in which politicians generallywere seen as trustworthy. Of course, this is in the United
appear to be held in our community. There is a generdkingdom, not South Australia. One would not imagine that
disdain for the process of politics. It is well documented.similar survey results would be obtained in South Australia.
Young people, like the Hon. Legh Davis especially, have The Hon. T.G. Cameron: What did lawyers get?
become alienated from the political processes, and politicsis The Hon. R.D. LAWSON: Lawyers were well ahead of
seen as sleazy, squalid, contemptible and tawdry. politicians. One might say in passing that these survey results

Members interjecting: raised some interesting ethical implications. Why do those in

The Hon. R.D. LAWSON: If the cap fits, Hon. Ron the lowest group, namely Ministers, expend so much of their
Roberts, those are the words | was thinking of. As membersffort to make sure that they stay there and why do those in
will appreciate, there is a similar disdain for political the second lowest group of trustworthiness expend so much
practitioners as well as the process itself. One never heaedfort in trying to get themselves into the least trustworthy
members of Parliament being described in terms of theigroup? It is easy to become despondent when one reads such
community spiritedness, industriousness, conscientiousnessirveys. However, we can take some comfort from the fact
trustworthiness, reliability or genuineness. These words seethat the low esteem in which politicians are held is not unique
to be reserved for valedictory speeches in Parliament wheto present times. If one reads contemporary accounts, one is
we describe each other’s attributes. inclined to think that this is a relatively recent phenomenon.

It would be easy to become despondent, but we can takdowever, if one examines history, one sees that is not the
some comfort from the fact that many other once reveredase.
callings have suffered a similar fate. Only a few years ago Political processes in nineteenth century Australia were
one never heard disparaging remarks about judges. If thewirly rough and ready and historical accounts show that the
were spoken of at all, it was in reverential terms. That is notntegrity of some members of Parliament in the days of land
so now. They are freely castigated in the media as beingbbing and the like was highly dubious. The behaviour of
overpaid, out of touch, prejudiced, old fashioned and, someany of them was appalling and it attracted the contempt of
of them, incompetent. These descriptions are grossly unfaithe media and the public more than a hundred years ago. One
and they would have been unthinkable a few years ago. Stears a lot of complaints about the media nowadays, and |
judges as a group have suffered. have made some myself. However, the efforts of journalists

Similarly, doctors as a group have suffered. Once thepf today might be regarded as quite restrained when com-
were portrayed as dedicated, conscientious and driven by tipared with the contributions of some of their forefathers. As
Hippocratic oath. Now they are portrayed as self-seekingan example, | saw an account of Sir George Reid, who was
overpaid and driven by greed. These impressions are largegne of the founding fathers of the Commonwealth, Premier
driven by the members of the mass media who increasinglgf New South Wales, the first Leader of the Opposition in the
see themselves as part of the entertainment rather than tRederal Parliament and Australia’s fourth Prime Minister.
information industry. This eminent personage was described by Theh as a

We can take some comfort from the fact that surveys tendheapjack charlatan, and the writer went on to say, ‘This fat,
to show a marked difference between the perception diatulent and frothy fellow deserves the degrading name of
respondents of a politician, a doctor or a judge who is knowrReid the Wriggler.’
to the individual, where that perception is seen to be, on the The Hon. R.R. Roberts:Reid the Wriggler?
whole, favourable. The same respondents’ answers in The Hon. R.D. LAWSON: Reid the Wriggler.
guestionnaires of politicians, doctors and judges generally is | was inclined to think that this Australian disrespect for
much lower. Only this year in the United Kingdom, a persons in authority was the product of our democratic
committee appointed by the Prime Minister and chaired byeritage. But if we examine the history of Australia since
Lord Nolan delivered a report entitled ‘Standards in PublicEuropean settlement, we see that this attitude of disrespect
Life’. This committee was established following allegationspre-dates parliaments and politicians. South Australia’s first
that members of the House of Commons were receiving feggovernor, Governor Hindmarsh, was recalled after only
to ask questions in Parliament. There was also disquiet abolid months in office as a result of back-biting and self-
the longstanding practice of permitting members to act agiterested attacks upon his integrity by the first colonists.
consultants for outsiders. In its report, the Nolan committe€sovernor La Trobe, the first Governor of Victoria, suffered
enunciated seven principles of public life, namely, selflessa similar fate. The first Governors of New South Wales
ness, integrity, objectivity, accountability, openness, honestguffered similar indignities. The phenomenon of seeking to
and leadership, all qualities seen in ample evidence in thigsbuse and knock political representatives in this country is
Chamber. not a new one; it pre-dates elected parliaments. It is not

One interesting sidelight of the report was the result of aelated to the fact that we are elected. It seems to me that the
survey entitled ‘Public Standing of Occupational Groups’. Inonly solution to this problem lies in the personal conduct of
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members, not only within the four walls of this ParliamentlIt also states:

but in their dealings with people outside, and in their conduct Unemployment, along with homelessness and poverty, affects a

generally in the community. Gladiatorial behaviour isjarge part of the South African population. Under these conditions,
obviously attractive to the media. The great success of théae role of micro, small and medium enterprise in generating

television program of that very name proves the pointeémployment-creating wealth cannot be questioned. Hence, the role
However, the community is entitled to expect that member f the SBDC as facilitator of SME development has acquired an
o - h . dded importance.

of Parliament resist the temptation to be gladiators an

concentrate on the business at hand in the interests of all & members would no doubt know, the level of unemploy-

the community. | commend the motion. ment in South Africa is extraordinarily high amongst the
blacks: we are talking about 50 and 60 per centin some areas.

The Hon. L.H. DAVIS: | thank Her Excellency the An honourable member: More, in some areas.
Governor for her speech, and | am pleased to support the e Hon | H, DAVIS: Indeed. So, President Mandela

motion. | join with my other colleagues in expressing Myaq an enormous challenge both in meeting the very high
condolences to those who Iqst loved ones during the recessypectations of those blacks who are now empowered by the
The country of South Africa has undergone a traumatigyeyy Government with the breakdown of the wretched regime
change since 27 April 1994, when Nelson Mandela becamgs apartheid and also in jumping this unemployment hurdle.
PrQS|dent pf South Afflca. South Africa became_a countryrhe Small Business Development Corporation has a very
which again traded with the world—trade sanctions werexyciting and quite clearly key role in seeking to meet this
removed, sporting ties were re-established and culturgdnajienge. In 1994, 8 000 loans were granted, totalling about
barriers were dropped. South Afrlca,_a country _of 42 millionga130 million—R360 million. The important thing is to
people, 11 languages and many provinces, rejoined the worldcognise that, whilst the loans are made at market interest
community. rates, in 80 per cent of cases it believed the loans would not
Many lessons can be learnt profitably by South Aushave been made by banks. In other words, the corporation is
tralia—indeed, Australia—from what has happened and whahoving into a vacuum created by the reluctance of banks to
is happening in that country. Recently, | visited South Africajend. Certainly, some of these loans are high risk and
and | looked at the wine industry, which is providing certainly, as you would expect in taking this entrepreneurial
increasingly strong competition to the Australian wineapproach, some bad and doubtful debts have been incurred.

indqstry, together with tourism, and initiatives in small  tha |0ans generally range between R5 000 and R1 million,
business. _ _ _remembering that one Australian dollar is currently about 2.7
1 want to commence by talking about the interestingrand. Generally, working capital loans will be up for to three
initiative that South Afrlcg put in place in 1981 When it vears, loans for equipment from five to seven years and up
established the Small Business Development Cor_poraﬂon.i& 10 years for property loans. Loans are provided not only
is structured in a quite exciting and different fashion. to establish business but also to entrepreneurs seeking to start
Whereas traditionally in Australia small business dEVE|0pup small businesses or expand into a new product or service.
ment corporations, at both Federal and State levels, arthe Small Business Development Corporation also has a
creatures of Government, thatis not the case in South Africgubcontracting program, which promotes the purchase of
In the United States of America small business initiatives argoods and services of small firms by large companies.
driven mostly at a Federal level, and that is certainly the case Tnqre are 70 business service centres which maintain an
in South Africa, but with an extraordinary difference, thatis,; formation bank providing specialist advice, a range of

the corporation is a joint venture between the private ang, mais file material, research papers, statistical data and
public sectors. Some 150 private sector shareholders haygqe st dies, as one would expect of a business centre. One
committed over R142 million (rand), which is equivalent to of the programs which | found very attractive—it is certainly

about $A53 million, in share capital. Indeed, 12 priva_te SeCto[,sad in Canada and America and | suspect that more use of
shareholders—and they are private sector companies—hay€., |4 he made in Australia—is the mentor advisory
each invested more than $A1 million. i Erogram (MAP). The mentor advisory program involves the
In other words, they are stakeholders in the Small;se of gver 300 retired business people recruited by the Small
Business Development Corporation in partnership withgysiness Development Corporation to assist in follow-
government, and some of those stakeholders are directors @ough of small businesses that have been granted a loan. It
the board, which guides the direction of the Small Businesg 5 very active program not only processing loans and
Development Corporation. The corporation is "_‘qeedmaking an assessment of the risk and a judgment as to
profitable, and in 1994 it recorded a profit of R19.7 million, whether loans should be granted but most importantly

or some $A7.5.rr.1illion. _For.the first tirrj(aT in 1994 the assetsproviding follow-through and a mentor program to assist
exceeded R1 billion, which is $A360 million. The brief of the gmall businesses.

corporation is to assist small and medium enterprises (the . .
acronym S&MES) in four key areas: the provision of finance; The Small Business Development Corporation also has

the provision of affordable business premises; the provisioﬁon_suItanc|3|/bprqgrams which pl'.OVIlde ﬁpemahst advice to_d
of information, training and other advisory services; and assist small businesses. Interestingly, these mentors are pai

lastly, with special projects and promotions, to stimulateOnly 2hO rzladnd an h%ur, w h|cr'1(_|s atr)]ouf[ %7'50 Au§trallal1rr1], bUth
entrepreneurship. The 1994 Annual Report states und 1e should remember in making that judgment that, althoug
‘Management Re;/iew" is represents only $300 a week in Australian terms, in South
9 ' ) _ _ Africa a 24 or 25 year old qualified policeman would earn
dCor]tmued supﬁportdfor mat ket-dn\{en economic t'?'yStG?m in gt_e”elrabetween $A400 and $A500—salaries are on the low side. The
and micro, small and medium enterprise creation In particular : ; .
remains the most important element of any strategy aimed & mall Busmess Development Corporat_lor_l also networks with
stimulating economic growth, job creation and socioeconomidhe South African Government to maximise export develop-
empowerment. ment in small business enterprises.
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The other facet which makes the Small Business Develofiectares is under vine. But, curiously, very little of it finds its
ment Corporation quite unique and distinctive from itsway into the bottle. Much of it goes in table grapes and
Australian counterparts is that it has purchased and builfrapejuice, and far too much of it goes into bulk wine.
shopping centres, particularly in locations where the private But back to the history. In 1685, as | have mentioned, the
sector has been reluctant to invest: in disadvantaged are@pnstantia Valley was planted out with grapes. This is a
particularly black settlements. Some of those centres hawgelightful area nestled alongside the slopes of the Table
been a great success; some, as you would perhaps not l@untains, with wet winters and long cool summers.
surprised to hear, have not been so successful on a commer-The Hon. T. Crothers interjecting:
cial basis. The Small Business Development Corporationis The Hon. L.H. DAVIS: No, this is another area, not far

an interesting and innovative corporation, and | was mosjway, that we will talk about in a minute. So, Groot
impressed with the quality of its programs and the professionegnstantia now is a national monument controlled by a trust.
alism of its people whom I met in Cape Town. Its place in history has been properly recognised. Not far
When Sir Francis Drake sailed around the Cape of Googway is Stellenbosch, a university town settled in 1685,
Hope for the first time in 1577, he was bowled over by itswhich acts as headquarters for many wine companies. Then
beauty. He described it as ‘the fairest Cape | have seenin thRere is the unique town of Franschhoek where 200 French
whole circumference of the earth’. Itis interesting to note thaHuguenot families, escaping religious persecution in Europe,
it was within 100 years of Sir Francis Drake’s making thatprought their knowledge and tradition in agriculture and wine

quote that there was settlement in South Africa when thenaking and settled on land granted them by Governor van der
Dutch East India Company established a victualling statiorste|.

atthe Cape of Good Hope in 1652 to service the many ships The Hon. T. Crothers interjecting:
in its fleet sailing through to India and the East. Fresh food, The Hon. L.H. DAVIS: That is right. The valley of

particularly fruit and vegetables, was provided through thig=r4nschhoek, which is a little more than three quarters of an
victualling station. The first vineyards were planted in South, o away from the original vineyards of Constantia, proudly
Africa shortly afterwards in 1655. Indeed, the first wine wasieflects the tradition of wine making developed over 300
made in 1659. So, the South African wine industry is OVez!ears. That village has French cuisine, Cape cooking
300 years old. Simon van der Stel, the second Governor Qyjendid red and white wines, a wide range of arts and craft
the Cape, was a keen viticulturalist and enthusiastic aboulq wine estates with wine tasting. | have mentioned
winemaking. In 1679, he planted a vineyard on his farm akie|lenposch, settled in 1679, which plays host to a large
Constantia, which today is just 15 to 20 minutes away fronyange of visitors who enjoy the hospitality and the charm of
the heart of the very beautiful city of Cape Town. Althoughyne guesthouses, country inns and cottages in that region.
tge Dutch did not have ?jtradnuladn '.g wine making, Groot ¢ ,ther, closer to the coast, there are splendid vineyards
onstantia wines enjoyed a worldwide reputation. ¢ far from Hermanus, which is arguably the best place in
Today, that original manor house still stands and is ane \yorid to watch whales from the land. In my view, the
cuItL_JraI history museum. To me, it was a gnm and S8jineyards of Hamilton Russell and Bouchard Finlayson
reminder of the fact that South Australia lost an opportunlty,groduce world class white wines.

some 15 years ago, when the historic Penfold Grange r,o g4 i African wine industry, although 300 years old,
vineyard was butchered by subdivision. That magnlflcenEad’ I suspect, been on a plateau for a long time, cut off from

space, just four miles directly to the east of Adelaide, had a e rest of the world because of Apartheid and limited in its

ambie_nce, a history, a space, an0_| a VieW of the city o rading opportunities. The passing of that regime has
Adelaide which would have made it the ideal place for EElrovid%d g&onderful opportu%ity forgan industry c?perating
national wine museum. | have beenlln this phambgr lon a vacuum for so long. The gateways to the world have been
enough to remember having a resolution carried in this pl_acgpened and the industry is burgeoning. For example, exports
condemning the Government of the day for not taking actionye"s . vn“African wine to England in 1994 increased by
to prevent that from happening. Of course, it was not solel)i10 per cent. To quote from John PlattéMew South African

the Governmentss fault, because Adelaide SteamSh'Q\ﬁne GuideJancis Robinson from tHénancial Timesstates
Company, as the owner of Penfolds, was the owner of thae{s follows:

land. It took the mercenary view and decided to take some ] ) ) ) o
money o of he system by subdvding the land. The, uete S ine rocueer b Austoia o ance, 1 e g
Government would have ngedgd to buy the land from th%rice that have been hitting British wine retailers’ shelves in the last
company to preserve that historic Grange vineyard. But thafear or so. As a mere parasite on the business of making and selling
is the sadness | have in Adelaide—namely that we have sw@ine, | am delighted to record the exuberance evident in these
few opportunities to do something at an international levelPottles—and can't wait to see it all for myself.

Invariably, when we have the opportunity, we fluff and Frank Prial, writing in theNew York Timesstates as follows:
fumble it. S _ ) Cape wines are back. The dark years of apartheid have ended and
So, Groot Constantia is still a site for vineyards, in a mosBouth Africa has joyfully rejoined the family of nations. What better

magpnificent setting, unlike the Penfold vineyard area whiclway to celebrate these stirring events than with fine South African
has been destroyed and compromised by the band of housil€S-
which surrounds the site. There is no doubt that the wines of that region have improved
The Cape of Good Hope has not dissimilar weather to theery quickly, and there is a general agreement amongst
weather experienced in South Australian vineyards, in thpeople in the wine industry in Australia and, indeed, in
Napa and the Sonoma in California, and in the MargareEurope to whom | have spoken that South African wines have
River; mediterranean climates—micro climates—varyingbeen the great improver on the world scene in the last two
quite dramatically in their style. The cooling breezes of theyears. In fact, 400 new wines came on in the 1994-95 season
Indian and Atlantic oceans bring many variations into thos@lone—an extraordinary explosion of interest, professional-
climates in that region where an area of some 100 00&m and commitment.
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In world terms, the industry is still small. It ranks about ~ The other area which is increasingly earning dollars for
nineteenth and has only about 1 per cent of world acreage, b8buth Africa is tourism. Like the wine industry, where there
it accounts for about 3.3 per cent of international winehas been an explosion in the export of wine, so, too, itis true
production. As | said, far too much of it is in bulk wines. to say that South African tourism has enjoyed a boom. The
Interestingly, cooperatives produce about 85 per cent of thidberation of the country from the yoke of apartheid has
crop, but 75 per cent of their production winds up as grapérought many benefits to a country rich in both natural assets
juice, distilling wine or industrial alcohol, with just and minerals; with excellent agricultural and pastoral lands;
25 per cent as wine. There is a realisation that the grapes extraordinary range of wild animals; and scenic attrac-
should be used more and more for wine, and as the replantirgpns, ranging from the game reserves such as the stark beauty
goes on and the quality of the fruit improves, offering fuller, of Kruger National Park to the Garden Route from Capetown
richer, riper fruit, much more quality wine will come from to Plettenburg which Bryce Courtenay, famous as the author
South Africa. of The Power of Onesaid was to him was the most beautiful

The other exciting thing about South African wine, from motorway in the world.
the point of view of the buyer in Europe or Australia, is that ~ The garden route from Cape Town through to Plettenburg,
the price is so cheap. The weakness of the rand has meant tReistance of some 450 kilometres, is adjacent to a mountain
an equivalent bottle of wine that may cost $10 in Australia’@nge topped by cloud and beside the Indian Ocean. There are

would sell in South Africa for $5 or $6. There is a huge Many attractions for tourists in this region. One of the most
difference in price. extraordinary attractions is whaling because, from June to

In 1918 a cooperative called KWV was formed, and thaPecember, southern right whales and other species of whale
began as an association representing various growers a gme into areas such as Plettenburg Bay or Hermanus where
today represents something like 5 000 wine farms. It is ey can be seen every day. DoIphlns' can also be seen every
commercial organisation which markets internationally, act§ay' We get excited about one whale in Victor Harbor and it
as administrator of the wine industry at producer level and?COMES @ page one newspaper story or a television item, but
Iy Hermanus, which is about 120 kilometres from Cape Town

provides a wide range of services to wine farmers and th ) . : ;
public. As a producers’ organisation it has a democraticall;'/n what is spectacular scenery with rugged mountains behind

elected board with wine farmers as directors, and KWV is th nd beautiful vm_eyards near_by, p_eople can see up to 80
major exporter of South African wine whales gathered in the bay. Itis claimed to be the best whale

o ) ) viewing in the world. There is a 12 kilometre cliff path that

~ One aspect of the wine industry with which | am a_lwaysprovides enthusiastic whale watchers with endless opportuni-
impressed is that in 1973 a system of wine of origin wag;es 1o see whales coming within 20 metres of those paths as
introduced, similar to that experienced in Europe. The W'”‘?hey cruise in the coves.

and Spirit Board issues an official numbered seal which is " fermanus has its own whale crier, with a kelp horn. It has
affixed to the neck_ of the bo_ttle WhICh certifies that the wineg \whale watching hotline. Itis a huge industry. On a special
comes from a particular region, in much the same way as thgeekend they attracted 60 000 visitors to a town which
AOC certificate in France or the DOC certificate in Italy normally has a population of 2 000 or 3 000 people. On that
certifying that the wine complies with certain qualities andgarden route are forests such as Knysna and Tsitsikama,
standards. That system will stand South Africa in good steag5gnificent indigenous forests with beautiful birds, flora and
as increasingly it moves away from using its bulk wines ing, na as well as lagoons and lakes which provide a paradise
France—lI understand some of it goes into cgsk wine o water birds.
Australia—and produces more and more premium wine for - A an Australian it seems to me that South Africa has not
world markets. only an enormous amount to offer tourists but also an
KWV is the major driving force in developing South enormous amount to teach Australia about the way that
Africa as a producer of wine. It is the biggest exporter oftourism is presented. For example, something that | had never
wine and boasts not only a wide range of whites and redseen before in any Australian State was the idea of promoting
which are all exported from its headquarters in Paarl, nortisouth Africa as a place to visit for flowers.
of Capetown, but also makes brandy and sherries. Ithas won We hear a lot about the wild flowers in the Flinders
an award for its KWV Van der Hum, which has been judgedRanges and we have a modest tourist trade in that area.
the best liqueur in the world over two consecutive years at the\estern Australia certainly has a very active season for wild
International Wine and Spirit Competition. flowers, running through September and October. However,
| met with Dr James Retief, the KWV marketing chief, in Cape Town they promote the concept of a flower line,
who is quoted in the 1995 John Platter's book as follows: which is a seven day a week, eight hour a day hotline
. - providing details of where the best flowers are to be seen on
~When will we ever get an export opportunity like we have hadth t d id f dation for t d ial
this year? Everybody loves South Africa at the moment. If wetat day, ldeas for accommodation Tor tours and specia
continue down the bulk wine road we will squander it all. It would attractions to flower regions, and viewing tips are provided
take years to recover and rebuild an image. As it is we now have tfor the flowers. The best regions are identified on a particular
depend on a declining rand to sustain our export and that is not gogghy, and people are told of what can be seen, what is the best
news. time to see it, what the other attractions are in the region, and
South Africa is well aware of the opportunity it has in the a contact person in the region is provided. It is a terrific idea;
market. They are well aware of the Australian example. ltand, in fact, it is a sensible and sophisticated idea.
admires and is very envious of the way in which Australiahas In Plettenburg Bay, which is an extraordinary place,
so quickly established an important niche in the wine marketdacques Costeau’s son was in his famous boat monitoring the
of the world, particularly in the United Kingdom, where we whales. Plettenburg Bay has made locals aware of the
have established 20 per cent of a share of the £6 and more perportance of tourism.
bottle market. The challenge that lies ahead for South Africa In South Australia we can still find many country towns
is to follow the route that Australia has taken. that are actively hostile to tourism. | can name one big town
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in South Australia, which should know better, which within to the marketing of Australia because South Africa is a novel
the past month actually had a meeting of locals to protestxperience. Not many people from Australia and Europe have
about the amount of money the council was spending on thigavelled to South Africa as visitors. In a three year inter-
promotion of tourism. Yet, if they did their sums they would national marketing plan South Africa has described 1995 as
realise that the town has been largely kept alive by thehe year to explore South Africa; 1996 as the year of nature-
activities of tourism. based tourism and adventure; and 1997 as the year of sport

Just to give an example of the sort of initiative and profesand cultural experiences. Obviously, South Africa has
sionalism that goes into the promotion of Plettenburg Baybenefited from the rugby union world cup and also the re-
the marketing director there said that one of the ideas to b@troduction of test cricket, which attracted many Australians
considered in the next 12 months to project Plettenburg Bagnd people from Europe.

as a friendly town was to print a certain amount of pink  South Africa, of course, is very aware of the opportunities
leaflets resembling traffic violation tickets and, duringto promote its natural and cultural attractions, in particular,

December, in the lead up to Christmas, motorists guilty okcotourism, which was defined by the Ecotourism Society in
minor offences such as overstaying parking time would have99ag to include:

the tickets attached to their cars, but the wording of the ticket
... purposeful travel to natural areas to understand the cultural

would read something to the effect of: and natural history of the environment, taking care not to alter the

Welcome to Plettenburg Bay, the friendly town. You have integrity of the ecosystem while producing economic opportunities
committed a traffic violation. However, in the spirit of Christmas that make the conservation of natural resources beneficial to local
we're not giving you a fine, but would rather wish you a happy staypeople.

in our town and safe motoring home. We would like to invite you to . L
visit our tourism centre. Bring this ticket along with you and you South Africans argue that ecotourism is not a buzz word, but

could be in line to win a free meal. You'd also have the opportunityrefers to the interaction between three integrated components:
to make a small donation towards making Christmas a happy eveffse ecotourism industry, the natural and cultural environment,

for some less privileged child. Wishing you a Merry Christmas an ; e ; inating i
safe driving in 1996. Signed, Plettenburg Bay Traffic Departmengand the people inhabiting that environment, culminating in

That i ice id q b Id think th tthe tourism experience.
atis a nice idea, and many members wou ik hal - south Africa is very aware of the problems it has in its

perggr?wsé:Ei?]tg(:tﬁ;![disbfn?jgﬂztgE;?r;?o?tgmﬁé the recognitio transition from an apartheid regime to a united country with
of tourism as a business that can bring enormous benefil#].S h|6%htl(()av7eols %fru(? eer:P ?rl]og(;nme Q t; ea si(\)/\:]eshﬁ]vg Scaé)ISﬁ?rppvrv?\a;g
South Africa, as it rejoins the world and promotes tourism in 9 P 9 ’ Y

a very sophisticated way (on which | will elaborate in 4 0r0ss domestic product actually declined by nearly 6 per cent

minute), has made several succinct points through Souﬁ.?\u”ng 1992, with the annual population in that same year

| > ' ; creasing by 2.6 per cent, and where only six million of the
African Tourism (SATOUR) about the benefits of tourism. 4 2% o economically active people in the country are

It says that, for every 30 new tourists, one direct and twg mployed, with 70 per cent of people living below the

indirect job opportunities are createql. Thatis accompani®nimim subsistence level. An extraordinarily difficult
by the development of infrastructure, it generates |nvestmen%%

. : lancing act has been given to President Mandela and his
eams f_orelgn exchange, promotes mutual under_standlng abvernment and the provincial Governments in South Africa.
goodwill and provides valuable funds for environmental

conservation. Tourism is one of the big areas of opportunity in providing

In 1994 South Africa had an increase of nearly 20 per cerffMPloyment on a part-time or full-time basis for black
in incoming visitors to the country, both from Africa and PEOPIe, particularly in the areas of arts and craft, the game
from other overseas countries. Its aim is to almost triple th&€S€rves, and also in environmental management and
number of foreign tourists to its shores through to the yeaP!anning. South Africa has put together a deliberate package
2000. One of the problems that South Africa has, of coursd® encourage ecotourists, and some valuable lessons are to be
is a lack of money. It has been hamstrung in the marketplad§arnt from Au_st,raha’_s point of view and particularly from
by the lack of advertising dollars, but the natural attractions>CUth Australia’s point of view. All of us here would be
of South Africa are winning out. The country is being 2ware of the burgeoning growth in tourism, particularly to the
promoted as being in the same time zone as Europe. northern regions of Australia from Monkey Mia, Broome in

If there is one tendency around the world in tourism it isN°"th-west Western Australia, through Kakadu and other

for people to take more short breaks rather than one |On§cen|c attractions in the Northern Territory, such as Ayers
break. It is a pattern that is common in Australia and aroundk0ck, through to Cape York and Caims in Queensland.
the world, particularly in countries where people do not enjoy  Growth in tourism in Australia has occurred in the top half
a four week annual h0||day as is the case in Australia. of the continent. The bottom half of the continent has been
That has been reflected in information | have receivedosing out in terms of its share of international visitors,
from airlines and from other tourist operators in Austra”a_intel’State visitations, as well as, arguably, domestic visitation.
Increasingly people will take a four or five day break, fly One reason for this, | would suggest, is that people are
from Adelaide to Melbourne, Sydney or Brisbane at the togncreasingly wanting to escape the traditional hotel and motel
end of the market and perhaps do that two or three times BAckage; they want to get away from the crowded cities and
year. That benefits South Africa as it attracts people fronto have a novel tourist experience.
Switzerland and Germany, those two countries especially Ecotourism provides opportunities for rural communities
having inveterate and very adventurous travellers, as well as use otherwise non-viable land for commercial purposes,
from England, France and a range of other Europeathereby becoming important shareholders in ecotourism
countries. ventures. This is the view of South African Tourism. Tourism
South Africa is also attracting an increasing number ofcreates job opportunities for the people living in the surround-
Asian tourists. The international marketing of South Africaing areas. Tourists enjoying an ecotourism experience also
will provide very direct and stiff competition, | would submit, significantly contribute to the general uplifting of communi-
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ties, bringing money into an area and buying local wares suctur primary objective is to demonstrate that wildlife can be used on
as crafts and curios unique to a particular area. a sustainable basis by all’.

This is where it becomes very relevant for South AustraliaEach of those reserves has been developed with its own
In order to support ecotourism areas, infrastructural develogharacter to fit in with the topography of the land and the
ment takes place, such as the building and maintenance péture of the setting. It has been driven by the ethic of care
roads to ecotourism destinations, and the establishment of land, care of wildlife and care of people. That is a very
water, electricity and banking facilities to supply these areasxciting initiative to see in operation. It really does bring
all of which enhance the area and create job opportunitieshome to roost the challenges facing South Australia. Whilst,

South Africa has these ingredients to become a leadinig many ways, we have provided a model of what is best in
ecotourism destination. It has magnificent natural resourcegcotourism, we have been very good on the theory but fairly
spectacular scenery and a rich cultural heritage. To make faveak in practice.
successful ecotourism we need the natural and cultural When one looks at the opportunities for ecotourism in
attractions of the environment, the professionalism of th&South Australia, one sees Warrawong—a botanical and
tourism operator, the resources and hospitality of the locatoological sanctuary established by the controversial and
community and the responsible and conducive behaviour afolourful Dr John Wamsley—which provides formal guided
the ecotourist. That is what South Africa is setting itself. Intours with night and dawn walks, just as in those game
particular, it has the unique wildlife reserves, notably thereserves there are tours in a landrover with a spotter who has
Kruger National Park, amongst many others. It has focuseleen trained in terms of communication and, through his or
attention on promoting these reserves to tourists. her background, can spot the wild animals and birds, observe

One of the companies that has taken a special and leaditige flora and comment upon it. Warrawong provides not only
role in the promotion of ecotourism in South Africa is a botanical and zoological sanctuary but also modest accommo-
company called, appropriate|y, the Conservation Corporatiorqation. Cleland reserve is an adornment to Adelaide’s tourism
which has been established only a few years. Its operatingssets and provides night walks to see wildlife, in particular
ethic is to develop the wilderness in South Africa but at thenocturnal animals, but there is no accommodation on the site.
same time to give emphasis to the participation of localYookamurra at Swan Reach provides guided walks with
communities so that they can share in the economic benefigyernight accommodation.
of tourism. The Conservation Corporation manages four of We have a whale centre at Victor Harbor with three floors
South Africa’s leading private game reserves, namelyof interpretive display and we have the Ceduna whale watch,
Londolozi, Singita, Ngala and Phinda, names that may wellvhich has enormous potential, particularly if it can be
be known to some members. They have lodges which amdeveloped to include some of the land flora and fauna that
small and designed to harmonise with the surrounding habitahay be observed. One of the points South Australia has been
of bushveldt or tall forest. They have extraordinary standardslow to recognise is that international visitors at the top of the
of excellence; they are unashamedly five star quality. Wittmarket are prepared to fly distances in light aircraft to see
the rand being weak, the prices are extraordinarily reasonabssmmething worthwhile. Of course, the plan in the Flinders
for what you get. Ranges was to upgrade the airstrip at Hawker. The Heysen

Ngala is the only reserve in South Africa that is within a Trail has exciting potential and at Chookarloo—part of the
national park. Ngala represents the first contract reser/deysen Trail through the Kuitpo Forest—guided tours are
established between Kruger National Park and privat@vailable through private operators. There are animal and
enterprise, namely, the Conservation Corporation. Thigeptile parks at Naracoorte and Renmark. Arkaroola in the
partnership agreement allows a private company to operafdinders Ranges, together with the Rasheeds at Wilpena,
a lodge—a reserve—within 15 000 hectares of land in th@ffers tours.
national park. However, | would argue that Kangaroo Island, with the

Some members will recall the debate that took place if-linders Chase National Park, is probably our most interna-
this Chamber some years ago about whether a tourisfipnally accredited ecotourism opportunity.
development should be allowed within a national park inthe We have theSealinkday tour, on which the bus driver
Flinders Ranges. It was a non-debate in the sense that té&zes a commentary, accommodation packagesSuyer
Labor Government of the day had enlarged the national parklytetours to Seal Bay and Flinders Chase National Park. At
quite deliberately to give it control of that area, so it was apresent there is no five-star accommodation on Kangaroo
rather academic argument in my view because | supported thgland, although there is some three-star accommodation
Government in its proposal to develop the Flinders Rangeavailable. If South Australia is serious about developing
Lodge which was, sadly, an ill-fated proposal. It wastourism—and we are talking about caravan parks up to the
inappropriately large and the financial constraints of the tim&ery top level—we have to bolster our accommodation
conspired to prevent the project going ahead. outside the metropolitan area. South Australia is the only

However, in Ngala we have an internationally recognisedbtate in Australia where there is no three-and-a-half or four-
game reserve operating within the two million hectare Krugestar accommodation outside the capital of Adelaide. That is
National Park. The Conservation Corporation operating foRn enormous gap in the tourism sector in this State. There
only five years is helping to unlock South Africa’s enormoushave been plans and discussions in the Barossa Valley and
ecotourism potential by developing these internationallygurrently there are discussions about developing a resort on
renowned tourism resorts through local investment. Theyfangaroo Island, and there are opportunities we must seize.
commit themselves to giving employment to local people a$f course, it is all about economics and promotion.
rangers, guides and staff. An article about the company states: The South African lesson is very valuable. South Africa

The Conservation Corporation ‘aims to create a model in wisg1as wildlife with Wh'ch we cannot compete, _but our Kanga-
land use management, using the multi-disciplines of natural systen¥§0S, emus, koalas, bird life, fauna and scenic attractions are
by integrating tourism and rural communities to their mutual benefitquite magnificent. As the world increasingly looks to
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experiencing something different, natural and environmentalustralians with all the imposts that English and French
South Australia, with niche marketing, can promotewater consumers have been suffering since Margaret
Kangaroo Island, the Flinders Ranges, the Far North an@hatcher and her bunch of troglodytes decided to go down the
Whalewatch in Ceduna and grab more of the tourism marketack of flogging off the assets of their people.

than it is currently earning. Today it has been announced that one of the resources that

Closer to home there are the more traditional pursuits foBouth Australians always say the Government should be
tourists. We have the wine regions surrounding Adelaidgesponsible for is to be sold. South Australians always say
ranging from McLaren Vale in the south through thethat health, education, water, police, electricity, gas and an
Adelaide Hills to the Barossa Valley and the Clare Valley,independentjudiciary are the core functions of Government.
and further away we have the famous Coonawarra Districtoday we have seen the start of flogging off the silver of
and the Riverland. South Australia is not very good at lateraBouth Australia. Let it be made very clear: the Labor Party
thinking. | have never seen a pamphlet which joins thds totally opposed to this sell off. We are appalled that there
Barossa and Clare Valleys together and promotes a packabas been no parliamentary scrutiny and that they have hidden
of those two areas. They are only 30 minutes apart. Althougthemselves away like thieves in the night and flogged off our
the Napa and Sonoma Valleys in the United States arassets.
fiercely competitive and have friendly rivalries, they uniteto  The track record of the privatisation of water and the
form packages and to share. They will exchange advice obehaviour of some of these overseas companies have been
the best accommodation and restaurants in their respectigg@palling. It has been a story of huge price hikes along with
valleys. However, | have never seen a pamphlet which joingicreased disconnections and the incidence of preventable
the Barossa and Clare Valleys together so that one can hadésease. It has been a story in which water quality and
a mining, wining and dining experience taking in all that isenvironmental standards have dropped in spite of consumers
best in the Barossa with its traditional German heritage angaying higher prices and, while the majority suffers, exec-
unique food, wine, lifestyle and architecture moving throughutive salaries and perks have gone through the roof.
Kapunda and Burra to enjoy the history of the mining experi- Members interjecting:
ence before rejoining the wine district through the beautiful The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS: This is the experience of
Clare Valley region. | should declare that | am about to havggeople in the countries to which your Government has
an interest no longer, so | can talk dispassionately about thef@gged off our water. The Government claims that country
matters. people will still be looked after by SA Water and that prices

In summary, it is pleasing to see that South Africa hagor country services will not increase. That is not true. Quite
rejoined the world in a very lively fashion. Its wine exports clearly, country people will have to pay more for their water,
are burgeoning and its tourism trade is expanding quickly. lithere is no doubt about it, but | pause at this juncture to pay
avery real sense, Australia should be aware of the challenggbute to Mr Jeremy Moore, a colleague of mine from
and the competition that it will face from South Africa in both Strathalbyn, who is one of the members of the rural advisory
tourism and wine. South Australia could learn a lot fromcommittee and who has done a lot of work on this subject and
some of the good things that are happening in those twbas produced some facts of which the people of South
industries in South Africa. In particular, we should be seekingdustralia ought to be made aware.
to gain more of the people from South Africa who are The Brown Government has called for and received
migrating to Australia. Some 3 000 South Africans migratetenders from various companies to operate the Adelaide water
to Australia each year, which is roughly 60 a week. Souttand sewage services, and today it has announced a consor-
Australia is getting only 1 or 2 per cent of them. They aretium of both—we will not just get one of these people with
generally professional, well-qualified people who, for aa bad record. The terms of the tender documents are not
variety of reasons, decide to start a new life in Australiaavailable for inspection—not even the Hon. Legh Davis’s
Obviously, the uncertainty about the economic and politicatommittee has had a look at them. We are taking away a
instability in South Africa is a factor that is influencing Statutory authority in the EWS. Anyone would think that this
people who migrate to Australia. South Australia should benatter should be the subject of parliamentary scrutiny,
much more proactive in its contacts with South Africa. because it might be worth looking at. They might think that

| am pleased to say that my colleague the Hon. Dal& bit of transparency in government is worthwhile and that the
Baker, Minister for Primary Industries and Minister for Parliament ought to look at it. They could even have come in
Mines and Energy, has been aware of the possible mutuBgre or in the other place and allowed the Parliament to be
benefits that can exist between exchanges and recently visitétyolved in the matter of whether it is a good idea to flog off
that country. | support the motion. South Australia’s assets. Members opposite do not want to

hear; they do not like the truth.

The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS: In rising to support the As | understand it, one of the contractors will end up with
motion thanking Her Excellency Dame Roma Mitchell for the opportunity to operate the Adelaide metropolitan water
opening this Parliament, | want to change the subject fronand sewage services, involving approximately $1.5 billionin
wine to water, so to speak. A good friend of mine, a carpentewater rates from each consumer to the South Australian
by trade, once changed water into wine. After today’sGovernment during the life of the contract. | refer to South
decision by the Government, if that carpenter friend of mineAustralian Water (formerly the EWS) figures—and these
ever comes back to South Australia, that may well be the onlfigures have been produced by the independent Audit
way that we get our water back again, given the impost thaCommission’s report.
is about to be placed on it. Members interjecting:

It is worth noting that today, on Maggie Thatcher's The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS:Itis in country areas, where
birthday, this bunch of economic rationalists over there havéhe greatest suffering will take place, in the honourable
chosen to send South Australian water down the gurgler tmember’s natural constituency, where they will be hit with
English and French companies and to burden Southxtra prices. This is the impost that these people, the bastions
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of those country constituents, willimpose—and it is coming, It has been constantly implied to the public that the debt
as sure as night follows day. It cost $1.20 per litre in 1993as to be repaid within the lifetime of present citizens. This
and $1.05 per kilolitre in 1993-94 to supply water to the userss a complete nonsense; it certainly does not. Public borrow-
in the Murray-Mallee. There goes the Mallee constituents. Inngs for capital or public works have always been regarded
1992-93 it cost $5.04 per kilolitre and in 1993-94 it costas investments, which would be paid for over generations. It
$1.23 per kilolitre to supply water to those users in thehas always been the policy of all Governments in this country
northern region. It cost $3.42 per kilolitre in 1992-93 andthat succeeding generations should also contribute to the costs
$1.77 per kilolitre in 1993-94 to supply water to the users orof major public assets of which they make use.
Eyre Peninsula. So much for all the Hon. Carolyn Schaefer’s The almost exclusive focus on commercial performance
constituents who have been looking to this Government tonay well result in failure to deliver a wide range of public
save them. The Federal Government, which has saved tlypods, such as environmental services that are difficult or
farmers on the East Coast, will not be able to step in on thisnpossible to commercialise. A policy of some debt reduction
occasion and save them. After this contract goes througlis wise, simply because less interest on repayment of capital
they will not even get relief from the State Governmentin the budget makes more money available for expenditure
because they have flogged off responsibility. on services. But, quite clearly, South Australia is not in the
It cost $2.34 per kilolitre in 1992-93 and 90¢ per kilolitre dire position of needing to slash services radically. In fact,
in 1993-94 to supply water to the South-Eastern region. Safter the State Bank crisis, the dgi#r capitaunder John
it looks as though poor old Harold Alison’s constituents will Bannon returned to only marginally higher than it was when
go crazy. It cost $1.24 per kilolitre in 1992-93, and 81¢ perhe took over from Tonkin, and to very much less than it had
kilolitre in 1993-94 to supply water to the Riverland users.been under Sir Thomas Playford, Walsh, Hall and Dunstan
That is on the bank of the river! Next year they will have to after the sale of the railways.
ask the French whether they can go for a swim. It cost If the Brown Government proceeds with selling off
92¢ per kilolitre to supply water to the Adelaide metropolitanAdelaide’s water and the sewerage management service,
area. people in the country will be left without the cross subsidisa-
There is also a story on sewerage. For sewerage servicemn that currently applies. There is no evidence that contract-
it costs South Australian Water $215 per year to provideng out water and sewerage management services will reduce
those services to the Adelaide people, and §384annum  our debt level at all. Thames Water and North West Water are
for country people using the service. For some years, the citiyvo of the water companies that have been bidding (and | see
dwellers have been providing substantial cross-subsidy tthat Thames is one of the successful partners) to run the
country people for both water and sewerage services. Thefouth Australian metropolitan water and sewerage services.
is a social justice aspect to that which | believe is being wellThames Water and Mid North Water have been attacked in
received and which is fair and equitable, taking SouthEngland over water cuts, excessive profits and their
Australia as a whole and given the contribution everybodyexecutives’ large pay increases.
makes to the overall economy. Metropolitan users actually The prospect of widespread rationing has disgusted British
subsidise the bush. The cost of the subsidy in 1993-94 waonsumers who have accused the companies of failing to
$62 million. At current prices country water and sewerage arévest huge profits in repairs of the now notorious leaks in the
not profitable, and only about 48 per cent of country wateBritish supply system. A recent report by the University of
costs are recovered by revenues from country users. New South Wales claims that since the UK privatised water
consultant commissioned by the Brown Governmenservices in 1989 domestic water charges have increased by
estimated that, to achieve a 4 per cent target rate of returamn average of 67 per cent with increases of up to 108 per cent
from country water, the average annual water rate for peopl®r water and 122 per cent for sewerage. This is what South
in the bush would have to rise by about 380 per cent. Australians can expect as a result of this abominable decision
Obviously, if the Brown Government proceeds with thiswhich those people opposite have made—as | said, without
user pays system, country people will have to pay more. Thany scrutiny by this Parliament.
Brown Government may say that it will provide substantial UK consumers have also experienced disconnection
grants to SA Water so that it can provide cheap water tecause people cannot pay their bills, which have increased
country areas, initially. It is unrealistic to expect that thoseby 50 per cent. Infrastructure investment levels have failed
grants will be made, even though country people provide &éo keep pace with agreed schedules, and they have also
substantial amount of rural income for the State from primaryexperienced poor environmental performances. Reports have
industries. Country people will end up paying more than theishown that one-fifth of the water running through mains in
city cousins. It is inevitable, because private companies aréngland and Wales is being lost because of leaks in the
there to make profits. infrastructure. North West Water has the largest daily losses,
The Brown Government insists that South Australians facevith enough water leaking from supply pipes to meet the
a crippling burden of debt impacting heavily on every citizen.needs of 5.5 million people.
The Brown Government has also said that it is importantthat Mr President, you can imagine in the driest State in the
assets be sold off to reduce the huge debt. The Browdriest continent what the effect of such large scale, albeit
Government’s own budget papers have revealed that in reptoportionate, leakages in South Australia would mean to the
terms in 1950, under Sir Thomas Playford, public debt wagconomy of this State. Investment in leak detection and repair
$6 345 per capita In 1960, still under Playford, it was is one of the most effective conservation measures that water
$7 072. In 1970, under the Hall and Dunstan Governmentsuppliers can take; yet, the concern is that the consumer will
it was $8 219. By 1980, under the Dunstan, Corcoran angay for both the cost of the water lost and the capital cost to
Tonkin Governments, as a result of prudent Labor managesliminate leakages. This is what we are looking forward to.
ment, it had been reduced to $3 915. Under John Bannon in France, there are reports that 40 per cent of water pumped
1990 it was $3 496 and in 1991 it had risen again to $5 15Ghrough its pipes is being lost because of leaks—a bit like the
Under Dean Brown’s Government in 1994 it was $5 814. Liberal Party's Caucus. The French people have beentold to



218 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL Tuesday 17 October 1995

expect a 50 per centincrease in current rates to cover the cdsve been cut under this Government, one can expect the
of fixing pipes. Currently, they pay 250 per cent more forsame to happen with water. Do not think that Dean Brown’s
water than South Australian consumers pay. promises to keep his subsidies for the bush will fare any
There will be no impetus for the contractor to preventbetter than his pre-election promises to spend more on
leakage. Once the contract period is finished, all Soutlschools, hospitals and police. The Government believes in the
Australians will be left with the mess. The contractor will user-pays philosophy. It has espoused that. Itis a philosophy
operate under a corporate structure where its only objectivinat would see country residents, particularly those in the
will be to provide profits to its shareholders—and that is pamore remote areas of the drier regions of the Upper Spencer
for the course. Of course, the Government acts in the publiGulf and Eyre Peninsula, pay much more for their water.
interest only—and this is why we have had a very successfillever mind the fact that it is much harder for people in these
EWS in South Australia in the past. SA Water is the secon@reas to conserve water.
largest company to have its head office in South Australia. The Brown Government wants us to believe that privatisa-
Members opposite have been trotting around the countrifon of Adelaide’s water will allow the Government to make
bragging about getting head offices set up in South Australisavings while the private operator makes an internal profit,
They have not actually revealed what the cost to the taxpayersaintains present concessions and subsidies to disadvantaged
has been to get that head office here, but what we see heregsoups and keeps price increases to within the CPI without
gross hypocrisy: on the one hand, they spend taxpayersbmpromising water quality. This is unbelievable. | will just
money to get head offices here while, on the other hand, theyet some of this cheap South Australian water into me, Mr
flog off a corporation which has the second largest office irPresident; | will not be able to afford it tomorrow!
the State. Its work force has been reduced from approximate- The Hon. T.G. Cameron interjecting:
ly 8 000 to approximately 2 000, and no greater sufferinghas The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS: Well, it will be better than
occurred because of those reductions in the EWS than iRrench wine when we have to drink that. The system
country areas. guarantees that prices will rise and that people in country
| remember during the last election campaign concernareas are likely to bear the brunt of those rises. Dean Brown
being expressed that this incoming Government would slashas no mandate to sell off our water—none whatsoever.
and burn and close down Government offices in country Members interjecting:
areas, and we were met with vehement denials. | remember The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS: There was no mention at the
giving assurances to people who lived at Crystal Brook thalast election of privatising water.
whilst there was a Labor Government these things would not Members interjecting:
be closed. There were mouthings of support by people who The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS: You kept that right under
have now been elected into Parliament. Within months, theyour shirt. You never came clean. In fact, the issue will not
withdrew that support and decimated country communitiegven come before the State Parliament for debate. This is the
in South Australia in respect of not only the EWS but alsonub of it. Here we have a major decision, namely, to flog off
highways, with competitive pricing and the loss of hundredshe control of our water, and it never came to the Parliament.
of jobs, and that is having a devastating effect on communiThere was no scrutiny.
ties in country South Australia whose infrastructure is being  Today, the Minister for Infrastructure threw out a press
ripped out from underneath them causing mass unemployelease. This is a classic. The press release talks about all the
ment. consultation that took place with private companies. The
When | say ‘mass unemployment’, it is not the sort of Government maintains that it has had wide consultation. The
mass unemployment in sheer numbers that one would expeshly people with whom the Government will not consult are
in Adelaide, but | can assure this Council that those job lossegie elected representatives of the people of South Australia.
is having a devastating effect on those communities. The losghe people, not the Government, own the water, and the
of school teachers and curriculum choice for kids living inGovernment is being derelict in its responsibility to the
South Australia is putting enormous pressure on locapeople of South Australia by selling their water. The press
government in those areas that is trying to supply the basiglease states as follows:
services that metropolitan South Australians expect. To The auditor-General has been informed of the procedures which
provide the basic services in country South Australia isvere implemented throughout the negotiation process. . .
becoming harder and harder. S . The Government never let the Auditor-General have a look
Last year, SA Water paid $60 million in profit to the State o¢ the contract or the contractor. And why not? It is because
Government. SA Water, by all accounts, has been afe has already looked at some of the things the Government

outstanding public water utility; there is no question aboutyjq i, the past 12 months and has condemned them roundly.
that. Despite South Australia’s being the driest State in thgha government did not want to show the Auditor-General

driest continent in the world, the people of Adelaide have Nofo contract because he might have revealed what the

experienced water restrictions for decades. SA Water ha§qg emment had been up to. The press release continued:
billions of dollars worth of infrastructure that has been built . . . .
In addition, [the private consultant] conducted a full probity audit

up over 66 years by the taxpayer. We all know there will N0t ,ghout the process and concluded that ‘the processes conducted
be a second set of taps for consumers in the metropolitan arg@the South Australian Water Corporation through to and including
to purchase water from another company should they find thiée evaluation proposals for the Adelaide outsourcing contractor

performance of the contractor unsatisfactory. There will béave been conducted in a fair and equitable manner'.

no competition. The competition will be gone. It does not say whether they are good; it does not comment
Of course, Dean Brown says that his Government willon the price; it does not comment on the conditions—it

subsidise SA Water’s country operation to ensure that pricemerely states that they have been conducted ‘equitably’. | can

in the bush are kept under control after the sell-off. Theaccept, reluctantly, that the Government has made the

reality is that such a subsidy will come under pressure evergiecision. However, | cannot accept that it would make such

budget time. Just as funding for schools, hospitals and police major decision, which will affect every South Australian,
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especially those living in country areas, without having theconcluding my contribution | propose a toast to all those

decency— workers who toiled so hard for South Australia to produce
The Hon. J.C. Irwin interjecting: this water. We will finish up with a brown murky muck.
The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS: Well, your mob in the South-

East will be nice and dark on you, | can tell you. The Hon. G. WEATHERILL: [would like to thank Her
The Hon. J.C. Irwin: Why? Excellency for the speech that she made when opening the
The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS: Because you left, for a start. Parliament. In my reply | will concentrate on what | know as

You took off, and now— the Engineering and Water Supply Department, now called
The Hon. T.G. Roberts: Because you left the taps SA Water.

running. The Hon. R.I. Lucas: Do you want a glass of water, too?

The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS: The honourable member  The Hon. G. WEATHERILL: | propose to provide some
took off and left the taps running, but it will not be for long history about the department. In 1961 | began working in the
because soon the honourable member will not be able tbngineering and Water Supply Department. At that time it
afford to do so. The Government has not had the commowas a very big employer in South Australia. Most of the
decency to come to the Parliament and to debate this massipeople who worked in the department in those days were
decision before all the elected representatives of the peopfeom non-English speaking countries. After working with
of South Australia. One wonders what other horrors théhem for a short time you admired those people for travelling
Government has in store, because it is up at Leigh Creek aritbm one side of the world to the other, bringing their
looking at privatising electricity as well. families to a country where a language foreign to them is

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: There will be more jobs. spoken. These people were not just labourers who worked in

The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS: The honourable Minister these departments; they were very skilled workers in their
refers to new jobs. | will tell her what the Government hasown country but their skills were not recognised in South
done about new jobs in this State. It has ripped 8 000 jobs outustralia.
of the EWS and flogged off the water; it has flogged off the  In those days there were gangs of 30, 50, 70 and in some
asset. The Government has done this for the despicabtgéises 100 people. The reason for the large gangs was that
reason of making it look attractive so that when the contraceuring the Playford days they had little or no machinery, so
tors come in they will not have to sack all these workers. The&verything was done by pick and shovel and crowbars. When
Government will then be able to stand up and piously say thdaying a water main, these people would extend all the way
nobody has lost their job. How can they lose their jobs if thealong the track digging up the ground. There were no safety
Government has already sacked them? They will not losguidelines whatsoever and people felt that they ought to dig
their jobs because the contractor sacks them: they will losthese tenches three to five feet deep for the water supply, and
their jobs because this Government will do something similabetween 22 and 26 feet deep for the sewerage department,
to what it has done at TransAdelaide. with one set of planking every 10 feet. Due to their lack of

Members of the Government carped for years about thexperience—which you only gain by working in these areas
cost of transport, saying that they would fix it up, but whatover the years—these people were not aware whether the
have they done? The Government came in, immediately p@iround was built up or not. Therefore, there were deaths and
all the prices up and then said that it would contract out. Thisiccidents because there were no safety provisions.
is a pea and thimble trick because, whilst it then becomes The good part about those days was that there was a
more acceptable for the contractor to buy it, the Governmeryramid in the Engineering and Water Supply Department—
will say that the contractor did not put the price up verythe director, the assistant director and one or two engineers.
much. Of course the contractor did not put the price up: thé\ll work was monitored by supervisors. In the late 1960s and
Government did it for them. That is what the Government isearly 1970s they moved in with machinery. There was plenty
on about with water and that is what it is on about withof work then, but the department was not employing any
electricity. more people. It decided not to replace those workers who

Members of this Government ought to be condemnedietired. This practice went on for some time until the early
first, for selling the water and, more importantly, for behav-1970s and the advent of the Dunstan Government. | think it
ing like thieves. They have done all the deals in the shadowsas Des Corcoran who was the Minister responsible for the
of darkness and will leave the people of South Australia ifEWS, and he approached the trade unions and suggested that,
a situation where their water, that basic ingredient of life, willbecause there was plenty of work, because the department
become almost out of their reach. was engaged at Taperoo and Elizabeth laying mains and

In closing my contribution | pay tribute to all those people services, they bring in private contractors mainly for the
who for 66 years have served this State very well ananachinery in order to take care of the peaks facing the
provided one of the best water systems, at least in Souttlepartment. That practice continued until 1979 and the advent
Australia. They worked diligently and provided good service.of the then Tonkin Government.

Itis interesting to watch past engineers, some of whom have The person who learnt all his skills in the industrial area
given 50 years of a life’s work to SA Water—or the EWS asin those days was a young man called Dean Brown. He learnt
it then was—and see the expressions of sadness on their fab®se skills at Trades Hall, which he frequently visited in
as they watch what they have worked for all their life goingorder to talk to trade unionists to learn what industrial
down the gurgler as a consequence of the actions of thi®lations was all about. He learnt quickly because within the
Government on the birthday of Margaret Thatcher. Mrfirst few months of his taking over as Minister of Industrial
President, | ask you to join with me and drink a toast with thisAffairs he got rid of 1 180 workers. He gave them a targeted
clean, pure South Australian water to all those EWS workerpackage. Dean Brown wanted to do then what he has done
who have worked so hard. It will become a rare commaoditytoday, that is, turn the department completely over to private
In the future we will not be able to afford the water, so wecontractors. In November 1979 we saw the biggest rally ever
will have to drink cheap French wine. Mr President, inheld in South Australia outside Parliament House, attracting
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about 12 000 people who made it clear that they were noAuditor-General and his staff have been trying to get through
going to cop this situation. As members know, the therto find out whether this is right.

Tonkin Government was voted out of office and that practice The Hon. R.I. Lucas interjecting:

stopped. Since then the department has continued to provide The Hon. G. WEATHERILL: The Auditor-General

the best service ever to the people of South Australiamust be trying. Just take a look at his report on page 264 and
Unfortunately, after today’s statement about getting rid ofgo through the pages. He is asking all these questions. He is
contractors, that service is finished. asking questions about this land that the Government is

In New South Wales Bob Carr is aware that we live on theselling. Where is the money going? He does not know
driest continent in the world. Prior to losing the last electionanything about that, and he is saying that in his report. This
the then New South Wales Liberal Government was going té the worst thing that ever happened to South Australia.
put water servicing out to private contract, but Bob CarrAnother classic example is when you send outachokg truck
reversed that decision, saying that it was ridiculous to havé @ gang and that gang goes and lifts up the check point, and
overseas companies looking after our water. What is th@ Person finds that the main is not blocked from that
situation in South Australia? In South Australia we haveboundary to the main. Normally, he would clean out inside
decided to allow private contractors to take over. Indeed, téhe boundary. There was never a charge for that: it was just
convince the people of South Australia about this move wé service that we gave these people to help them out, because
saw in theAdvertiseron 11 October ‘The Facts’, where all We did not want to see them stuck.
the pertinent facts are listed. That is great! | believe each of Ever since I can remember the EWS would do these things
those facts, and | hope the Government sticks to them. Th&@r people. What will happen now is that you will pay for
advertisement also appeared in Senday Mail There are  that, and you will have to employ a plumber to do it. And it
facts about pricing, ownership, management, water qualitys SO wrong. Many other things will happen. For instance, if

waste water quality and employment. Certainly, the fact¥Ou get a leak inside your house and your meter will not shut
about employment are important. off, how do you get that releathered? How does someone

Since this Government came to office in 1993 it has sefOme along and do that for you? They just do not have the

rumours around the EWS, and people have been breakijzg';e at present. We will have mains shut off in this State, |
P

their neck to get packag_es in order to Ieave the departme rl tgv%aézr;tseel{ \r/]v?ltl LoarplpleEgusrzurr]gt;sozggeisdgg;i;rrlndaxigﬁt
They knew what was going to happen. First, the departme IS night. That will happen in this State. The worse thing we

left the most skilled people, the ones they call the district i do in South Australia is t t ; d
water men. These are the people who do the work out in thEOU'd ever do In sou ustralia 1S to put our water under
field. These people used to look after one district, which wa§ontract.

quite enough work one day for every day. Those people used .
to have a district, and there used to be approximately 14 %ol—lglelizs rt]o -trhgnkc ﬁgEgggie
them. Now we would be lucky to see six. What happens at thg
present time is that these people get work slips every d
from the department about leaks at stopcocks, leaks on
services, leaks at metres, choked metres, etc. These distrfﬁ
water men get so many of them that sometimes it takes tw bi
to three weeks to get to them at the present time. Never in tr‘ﬁit
19 years | worked in the department did | see anything Iikga\

that: they were cleaned up each day and every day. They h e management of the State’s finances by this Government.

to be cleaned up. ) The Opposition considers the Auditor-General’s Report to
But these people are busy on burst water mains anfave confirmed the concerns and issues it has raised time and
running round after these contractors, trying to show themagain in this place.
what they should and should not do, because they just do not' The Auditor-General has also given expression to many
have a clue. A classic recent example was in Brighton, wheBoncerns felt in the broader community, such as why the
the water main was shut off for about 11 hours. | think it WaSpeop|e in the Parliament are not being asked about the sell off
even longer than that but the news report stated 11 hourgf pyblic assets, particularly the water and sewerage system.
Thatwas only the start of this. I have never seen a main shtithe Government has not listened to the Opposition, and it has
off for 11 hours. When | worked at the department, if theregismissed the rights of Parliament and the people to have a
was a burst main the commonsense thing to do was lay offay in the privatisation of their water and sewerage systems.
the area where the burst has taken place, open up the farthesiten the seriousness of the Auditor-General's concerns and
valve from there, crack that valve and close off the rest of th‘ﬁndings, we can only hope that the Government will at last
valves, and that supplies water for toilets, taps, etc. Itis nOﬁay attention. | hope that the Treasurer is paying particular
a great flow, but at least it gives people water for the nexheed because it is the Deputy Premier and Treasurer who
morning instead of having it off for 11 hours. most needs to heed the Auditor's message. It is the Treasurer
What about old folks and people with children? Whatwho, when confronted with a problem of his own making, is
about a person who was on dialysis? We always made surgost likely to go on the hunt for someone else to blame.
that those people were on water, and they were spread What is the Auditor-General’s message to the Treasurer?
throughout South Australia. These are things this Governmettis to start telling the truth about our financial position. Itis
does not seem to have grasped: and this will continue. It willlso to start honouring promises and commitments made on
get much worse. Then we talk about the contractors. By thdisclosure of our financial position and the selling off of
way, this ‘Facts’ article that was put in tialvertiserand the  public assets to Parliament. The Treasurer should also start
Sunday Maihas a telephone number, which is 1-800-634119practising what he has been preaching on expenditure
They tell me that you cannot get through to that, because thestraint, starting with some control on executive pay and

| support the motion. |
ncy the Governor for her
eech in opening Parliament and outlining the Government’s
rthcoming program. | join with our Leader in congratulat-
the Auditor-General for his report. South Australia is,
eed, fortunate in having an Auditor-General with an
ding commitment to accountability in Government and
h the wit and the will to stand up for that principle. The
ditor-General's Report has raised important issues about



Tuesday 17 October 1995 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 221

perks. The Treasurer lays claim to having got South Australia The Opposition supports the Auditor-General’s call for
back on track, yet the Auditor-General shows an increase iauch transactions to be carefully scrutinised by Parliament.
our total liabilities of over $1 billion over the period 1993-94 The Treasurer has made much of the Government'’s supposed
to 1995-96, and that is incontrovertible. success in achieving efficiencies and reducing spending. That
The Treasurer will claim this is due to increasedhas been proved by the Auditor-General to be a myth—so
borrowings to fund TSPs. Eventually, so the argument goegnuch a myth in fact that certain Treasury officers had to
our debt and other liabilities will fall towards the end of the invent a graph showing how much non-commercial sector
decade. We can only hope so, but the Opposition remains @utlays were falling under the stewardship of this Premier and
be convinced. From the Auditor-General we know, forhis Treasurer, a graph which the Auditor-General found had
example, that the deficit on the non-commercial sectono factual basis at all. After half a dozen requests to Treasury
continues to grow during the rest of the decade and, were for the information upon which the graph was based, the
not for a massive payment of $165 million from a commercialAuditor-General was finally able to establish just how
Government enterprise (ETSA), the non-commercial sectonisleading the graph really was.
deficit would have been $240 million this year, rather than Although it purported to show the difference between the
$49 million. declining non-commercial sector outlays under the previous
This does not seem to have anything to do with theovernment's policy and the policy of the present Govern-
grandiose claims of the Treasurer to have reined in spendif§€nt, the graph casually left out expenditure increases worth
on the non-commercial sector. It has all the halimarks of &t least $130 million under the Liberal Government as well
fiddle. In fact, the Auditor-General finds that, after adjust-as discounting certain savings that were part of the previous
ment for abnormal influences, non-commercial sector currerfgovernments policy. This was patently dishonest, but the
expenditures actually rose by 4 per cent in real terms over thublic is not that easy to dupe. It shows the politicisation of
two years to 1995-96. For the whole non-commercial sector reasury under this Government and its disregard for the
including capital expenditure, there has been a rise rather thainciple of an impartial bureaucracy.

a fall of only 9 per cent in the two years to 1995-96. Again the public of South Australia owes a debt of
The Hon. R.l. Lucas: So we haven't cut education 9ratitude to the Auditor-General for his determination and

expenditure? tenacity to find out the truth and ensure that attempts at
The Hon. T.G. CAMERON: | will come to that. disinformation cannot succeed. Perhaps the Treasurer will be

The Hon. R.I. Lucas: We're actually spending more a bit more careful the next time around.
SR ' ; ’ | want to talk about how liabilities are being managed by

The Hon. T.G. CAMERON: | will come to that. The  he Treasurer and by this Government. The Treasurer has got
A_udnor-GeneraI is forced to criticise the presentation ofhimself into a mad scramble to make his performance look
figures in this Government's budget as ‘misleading’. Theyood—from concocting graphs to running up liabilities that
Auditor-General in Part A page 23 of his report says that th@ st the public more but do not appear as debt, to claiming
presentation by this Treasurer of this issue of non-commercig, pe paying for future superannuation liabilities while in fact
sector outlays and the massive shifting of money fromyaqycing provision for them. If he cannot get down our debt,
Government trading enterprises into the non-commercighe Treasurer at least wants to look as though he is getting it
sector.had ‘t.he effect of overstating the degree of expendﬁurgown’ but the reality is, as the Auditor-General points out,
restraint which has been achieved over this period". We alsgyr gept at 1996-97 will be over $7.9 billion. Yet this was the
know that, in spite of all the Treasurer’s overblown rhetoric| jperg) Party that was going to do so much better than Labor
about funding future superannuation liabilities, there will beg, o, could, by bringing down debt to $6 billion by 1997. The
an increase of 10.3 per cent in such liabilities over the siXreasurer wants to look good and who can blame him when
years to 1999, and | refer members to Part A page 20 of thgne |ooks at his performance half way through his first term?
Auditor-General's Report. He wants things at least to look as though the debt is coming

The Hon. L.H. Davis interjecting: down. That is the impression he is trying to create and

The Hon. T.G. CAMERON: The Hon. Mr Davis should members do not like the fact that they have been sprung by
take the time to read the report. Read Part A, page 20, antle Auditor-General.
you will find out that what | am saying is correct. Once again  Itis not just the size of our debt and liabilities that matters
the Treasurer is found to be less than honest. The Auditobut how well they are managed. Without proper management,
General shows that the shift of funding of superannuatiomoo much of Government money will be wasted in interest
benefits from the non-commercial sector to SASFIT and th@ayments. The Auditor-General makes clear that the Treasur-
subsequent presentation of this data had—and | quote thg could have done better—much better—in his first 18
Auditor-General, so the Hon. Mr Davis should look it up— months. The Auditor-General shows that, as a result of
‘the effect of artificially depressing the increase in outlaysdecisions that the Treasurer made, South Australians coughed
from 1993-94 to the later years’. The reference is in Part Aup at least $160 million more than they would have had they
page 23. kept in place the policy of the previous Government.

Finally, we have seen this Government's rush to off The Hon. L.H. Davis interjecting:
balance sheet transactions with the private sector to make the The Hon. T.G. CAMERON: | will repeat that, because
books look good. We know that, although these deals do natbviously the Hon. Legh Davis did not hear it: he has trouble
involve the incurring of debt and interest repayments, theyalking and listening at the same time. The Auditor-General
certainly do lead to obligations in the form of rent or leaseshows that as a result of decisions he made South Australians
payments, which are just the same for ordinary Soutltoughed up at least $160 million more than if they had kept
Australians as is debt. Indeed, they can often be worse thahe policy of the previous Government in place. That is more
debt raised by the public sector simply because the inducé¢han all this Government’s cuts to schools, hospitals and
ment of private sector investors to public infrastructure cartcommunity services combined. South Australians are entitled
be a good deal more expensive. to ask where the gain has been from the pain inflicted by this
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Government and this Treasurer. The Treasurer’'s defence wiissential that there be proper scrutiny of these deals which,
be that this is all with the benefit of hindsight. He did notas experience shows, can be a lot more expensive than direct
refrain from the use of 20-20 hindsight when he was criticis-Government financing. The Opposition will not support some
ing our Government. This Government would do far bettepea and thimble trick on the people of South Australia. The
to cut back on some of its own waste and extravagance thadpposition supports rational and equitable policies for debt
cutting deep into schools and hospitals. The priorities of thiseduction. Where the Government's policies for debt
Government are all wrong. reduction meet these criteria, the Opposition will be in

Ordinary South Australians would like to know how it was support.
that this Government spent $50 million on highly paid Itis clear, after the Auditor-General's Report, that we are
consultants last year alone. Why is it that since the last budgebt doing as well as the Treasurer would have us believe.
spending in the Premier's Department has increased by 34 peooking further ahead, it is also clear that the Government
cent in nominal terms? We know the answer to that—it wags making massive assumptions about the future that verge on
partly to finance his competition in economic developmentireaming. For there to be real hope of the Government
with John Olsen. Why is it that spending in the Treasurer'seaching its debt targets by the end of the decade, we would
Department has increased by a whopping 45 per cent ineed to see economic growth running at levels far exceeding
nominal terms since the last Labor budget? Or why, when théhose of 1994 and 1995. In the first disastrous year of the
Government is getting rid of so many public sector employ-_iberal Government we grew by .1 per cent compared with
ees, has the number of South Australian Governmer8.5 per cent nationally compared with a South Australian
commercial properties increased to the point where théudget prediction of 3.75 per cent for 1994-95. In the year to
proportion of property leased is now less than 50 per cent®larch 1995 our economic performance worsened further.
Why has the Government acquired more commercialmagine, it grew by only .1 per cent the year before compared
property, which is not being let, in the midst of a commercialwith 5.5 per cent nationally, and it is getting worse.
property glut? Why has there been an explosion in the While Australia settled down to a growth rate of 3.8 per
number of directors of the MFP earning between $100 00@ent, South Australia went backwards with an awful minus
and $340 000 (Part B, Vol. 1, page 411)? 1.5 per cent for the year. We would also need to see actual

These are just a few of the issues and questions that mattesivings from privatisation and outsourcing, where much of
to real South Australians who are seeing their hospitalghe international evidence is that costs rise under privatisa-
cracking under the strain of under-funding and the standartion; that interest rates remain stable; and that the process of
of their kids’ education falling and who are asking themselvesacking public sector workers has been done efficiently and
why. The Auditor-General has criticised the repeated failuravill not therefore require expensive additional recruiting and
of this Treasurer to provide a comprehensive valuation ogxpenditure in later years. Already we are seeing a wave of
State assets and a comprehensive State balance sheet of expsensive consultants being hired by the Government to
assets and liabilities. The Opposition agrees. When we wejgerform the tasks traditionally performed by much cheaper
in Government, we published such information. The reasopublic servants. As | have said, these are massive assump-
is quite simply that this information is critical to assessing outtions, but we do not need to speculate about the future to see
financial position. The Treasurer seems to think that the delthat all is not as the Treasurer has claimed. We have only to
reduction alone is enough to improve our financial positionread the Auditor-General’'s Report for confirmation. | support
He is wrong. the motion.

As the Auditor-General has pointed out, this needs to be
understood in the context of our asset base. This is just The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: | support the adoption of the
another broken promise. On 3 December 1993 in the Liberahddress in Reply. | thank the Governor for her presentation
Party’s SA Recovery Program (page 4) it was promised: and would like to express my appreciation to her for the job

Require deficiencies in asset registers to be remedied by 30 Juat she has done over the years. Given her difficult job of
1994, presenting the Government's position in relation to the
On 8 March this year the Treasurer again promised that thaming of legislation for the next year, | thought she did it
forthcoming budget would include this information. Wherequite well. | should also like to congratulate and thank my
was it? It certainly was not there. The latest report of thecolleagues for their support in the demonstrations that |
Auditor-General represents the second year running that Hétended, particularly those Federal and State parliamentary
has stated his acute concerns about this issue. In last yea¢glleagues who formed the International Members of
report (30 June 1994, Part A, page 25) he stated: Parliament for Peace and Against Nuclear Weapons.

In my opinion urgent attention needs to be given to resolution of. | "€ iSsues that | wish to raise relate to placing South

the issues that are seen to be a barrier to reporting the position of dustralia in a position to advance in the next half of the
the State’s assets and liabilities. Resolution of the matters discuss&@bvernment’s term in office and compete with the growth

will be necessary for the preparation of future information. factors that are continuing in the other States. If South
In other words, without this information we cannot know Australia cannot move forward in a time when the Common-
whether we are making progress on our financial problemsvealth Government has been able to put together economic
We have nothing more than the Treasurer’s assurances. | fpackages which have advanced the nation by over 5 per cent,
one will not be accepting those. This issue is of particulat have some doubts whether this State can improve in the next
concern since the Treasurer is racking up off balance shetto years leading up to the election. The economy is in a
liabilities in his attempts to get the private sector intowheelbrace ready to be carted away. Unless there is a
provision of public infrastructure. But even if these deals dachanged attitude to stimulating the private sector—not just
not add up to debt on the balance sheet, they certainly add gelling off large chunks of the public sector—I have grave
the State’s ongoing obligations and liabilities and are theoncerns about the future directions in which this State is
equivalent of debt—no less than $240 million in extradeveloping. The Government made a huge mistake in trying
liabilities in this form. The Auditor-General believes it to tackle State debt by outsourcing, privatisation and
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introducing large-scale international capital ventures at th&ls Kennedy who said in an article that, with a rush of blood,
expense of local capital. the idea of the sale of the water management services was
The Hon. Mr Davis'’s speech was basically about smalldeveloped over a quiet drink.
business and the ecotourism industry, which is largely small The Hon. A.J. Redford: One day she loves it, and the
and medium sized business, and that is the area that shouidxt day she doesn't.
have been stimulated by any major economic changes that the The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: That involved her earlier
Government considered. Instead, the Government has pstatements, possibly in tHgusiness Review Week@®ne of
large chunks of the public sector out to auction to the highester statements was that the proposal to privatise the manage-
bidder and, unfortunately, the amount of capital that needs tment services of the EWS was a casual conversation over a
be raised for participation in a lot of these projects is out ofjuiet cup of tea.
reach of local investment. What we now have to address is The Hon. R.l. Lucas: Between whom?
that, in relation to the privatisation of the managementofthe The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: You're stretching my
water resource in this State, small and medium sized privat@emory. | may have to seek leave to conclude and go and get
sector participation is encouraged because, if it is not, theriie paper. | will put it on the record that it is my recollection
could be a further drift of investment out of this State intothat she said that it was a casual approach to a proposition
other States and with it will go a lot of our trained and skilledthat had not been fleshed out and that, after people sitting
work force. | suspect that is already happening, because tlagound a table decided it was a good idea, the idea was put
latest figures show a net loss of over 2 000 people from Soutto those people who were drawing up the economic strategy
Australia in the last financial year. for development for the Liberals; that it was sold as an idea
The public sector in South Australia has evolved to a pointhat ought to be preserved and was actually sold as a world
at which it has become the engine room of development ifirst, along with all the other benefits that were going to flow
this State. It has pump-primed the local economy to the poirfrom that.
it has reached at this stage and, if the overall economy cannot ‘Charting the Way Forward’, Volume 2, is basically the
grow at any more than .1 per cent while the Government islueprint for the economic strategy being developed for the
downsizing the public sector, unless there is a large injectioovernment on entry. | have no argument with the concept
of investment funds into this economy in the next 12 monthspf a ‘Charting the Way Forward’, because the Labor Govern-
we will have a drift away from this State of those peoplement had one in its last 12 months, on its way out. It had an
whom we have been training over the years to fill theEconomic Statement that was prepared to try to overcome the
complement of what would be regarded as a developing angroblems associated with debt servicing. Lynn Arnold put
clever State. together a package that had general acceptance, within both
Through its university institutions, South Australia hasthe business community and the halls of academia in relation
prided itself on its ability to provide graduates and underto expunging debt and trying to get growth at the same time.
graduates for the public sector and, in a lot of cases, founfortunately, when the Government changed there was a
crossover work into the private sector and to maintain theush of blood.
balance that is required for an economy to tick over. South As | have said before in this House, had the Liberal Party
Australia does not have a lot of the natural advantages thalecided to go for a small ‘I liberal position on debt servicing
the other States enjoy, such as a large population basand growth, | am sure that the situation in which we now find
Unfortunately, the economic rationalism that has developedurselves would be a lot different. A small ‘I’ liberal
at Commonwealth and State level does not augur well foapproach would have been more like the New South Wales
those States that are not able to tap into the benefits that hapesition, where there would have been some selling of public
been put together by Commonwealth growth policy, whichassets, some debt servicing or lowering of overheads through
benefits the hot spots in the economy and which, in the maimgutsourcing. A combination of asset sales and growth would
are centred on the Eastern States. Western Australials|ave seen the economy turn around and come back into
economy is isolated to some degree from the rest of theurplus over time. Unfortunately, as other speakers have said,
nation but, in its isolation it has become self-sufficient. ~ we have had a rush of blood by the Government to privatise
The Hon. P. Holloway: It was certainly isolated today. and sell off a large section of our public estate, with no real
The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: Yes, it certainly was isolated commitment from the private sector to participate in any
today, for reasons that | will outline shortly. The Westernmeaningful way.
Australian economy has had to learn to stand on its own feet The honey pot that we have had to use to attract the bees
and, over recent years, it has not had a history of crosdias changed, altered and moved about. | can remember a
subsidisation. private conversation | had with the Leader of this House at
The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting: the President’s dinner about the problems that would emanate
The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: Of recent years. The point out of the EDS contract, and about the fact that it would not
at which Western Australia got on its feet and was note as easy to put together as had been sold in the first instance
drawing on the Commonwealth was when it started lookingpecause of the changing nature of the components that
at independence as a way to go. Western Australia hadsternational capital requires of some of the guarantees that
developed a self-sustaining economy in the primary, miningvould come from projected growth, not just from that single
and retail-commercial sectors, but it suffered from a wave ofroject but from an integrated line of projects that would be
vagabonds in the 1980s that asset-stripped their way througialled upon to be made available over a period.
the other States and were caught in an under-developing In that case, Governments start to lose their ability to calll
economy in the late 1980s, and that has led to a lot of thos@ competitive tenderers in the marketplace, because the
entrepreneurs being charged or put in gaol. dominant companies in the field tend to stand aside for each
So, South Australia has a separate case to manage asatiher, or they collude in working out pricing arrangements
how its economy should develop. Referring to the radicathat give advantages in one country or one State against those
conservative solution supplied by the Liberals, it wascontracts that have been negotiated. A good instance is the
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Galaxy contract or the changing nature of Galaxy that ighey are now called), and that will be at the expense of jobs
being negotiated at the moment. When speaking on ththat now exist in traditional areas. So, jobs will be transferred
Auditor-General’s review | speculated that there would befrom the public to the private sector. In the main, they will be
some changes to the nature of Galaxy’s operations in thisot full-time but part-time or casual, and in many cases they
State if there was a takeover by either Foxtel or Australis andill be deskilled. With that will come the dissatisfaction of
that we could not afford the incentives that we as a smalthe people employed in those sorts of enterprises. Of course,
State were offering to prise some of those large operatorthey will look at the sunshine, the lollipops and the rainbows
away from New South Wales or Victoria. that appear in brochures from New South Wales, Queensland

I do not have any ideas about how to attract them withouénd Victoria, etc., they will then examine their options, and
incentives, because it appears to me that that is how theyouth Australia’s population will continue to decline.
operate: they get on the auction block. That is one of the ‘Charting the Way Forward’ (Vol. 2) spells out the brief,
problems of a federation of States competing with interf you like, of the Engineering and Water Supply Department.
national capital. We have not yet come to terms with thatl will read it into Hansard because one of the problems that
Japan certainly would not allow its four main islands to gol have relating to the proposal put forward by the Govern-
around negotiating contracts with large international monopoment—as | said, it was a casual expression of an idea turned
lies on their own, to advantage the Japanese economy. itito a reality—concerns the description of the Engineering
would have Miti or its manufacturing arm negotiating thoseand Water Supply Department’s program, which leads me to
arrangements in conjunction with its Government servicingelieve that the privatisation of the management resource was
sector. It certainly would not sign any agreements that weraever a consideration when the package was put together. The
not to the distinct advantage of that nation, because it does itgief states:
business differently. Obviously, as a small nation Australia gws has improved its operational and financial performance
does not have the same clout as has the Japanese econoowgy the last 2% years. However, further wide-ranging changes are
but the principles should remain the same. required to improve performance to best practice levels.

An honourable member interjecting: No-one would disagree with that. It continues:
_The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: The honourable member  pe yrincipal means of improving performance will be through
interjects and gives a good illustration of one State splittingne development of a more commercial approach to business.
off and doing a deal with those people who approached iDevelopment of such an approach will require quantum changes
through the Stock Exchange's network to introduce a taxingfom ttfr‘]‘z Cég\?e”rtn':%ﬁgaer%egwgﬁﬂgfh“e‘eggsumatAirS?r:”n;ﬂoxg‘tje?y
afrangement which, i adopted by a single State_, WOL." dustry. EWS currently operates as a department of the State. This
disadvantage the other States, because most of their busing@ssitutional form does not provide an appropriate environment for
would be transferred to the State where less tax would bEWS to operate in a commercial manner. EWS will need to be
payable on those transactions. Until there is a maturity amongprporatised.
the States that rises above individual States’ interests ihis was all done under a previous Government. It states
relation to how we develop the national economy, we willfurther:;
always have those problems. | cannot see that maturity A poard of directors should be appointed to govern EWS. The
developing within the next half decade, gloomy as thaboard will need to negotiate a performance agreement with the
prospect may be, because of the intransigence of some peoglevernment specifying activities to be performed, including an
in Government trying, for good political reasons, to attractdgreed rate of return on assets and details of any community service
growth to their own States—but at whose expense? Generd>192tions.
ly, you will find that it will be at the expense of the smaller This is all good stuff. It goes on to say:
States that do not have the population base, the attraction of Pricing reform will be essential to achieve an efficient utilisation
economic growth nor the natural economic climate to suipf water and sewerage services and to guide future investment

; ; decisions. The establishment of an independent pricing review
those projects, and those States will be the losers. mechanism would provide a framework that would facilitate genuine

They will be particularly those southern States such agyice reform. Improvements in the operational efficiency of EWS
South Australia and Tasmania which have distinct disadvarwill be facilitated through exposing EWS activities to competition.

tages in relation to transport, distances from larger marketgompetition can be introduced through outsourcing, franchising and

and, of course, their population bases. Our infrastructure cosficreased involvement of the private sector in capital works.

are markedly higher, having a smaller population and largefhere is still no mention of privatisation of management

State to support. This is where the Government will comeservices. It continues:

unstuck in relation to its developed policies of privatising not  where competition cannot be introduced directly, benchmarking

only management structures but also continuing outsourcingan act as a partial substitute.

arrangements. Our regional areas are in decline, and have Currentwork force arrangements and employment conditions in

been for a long time. The areas of Whyalla, Port Augusta, t&'WS are based on public sector norms.

some extent Port Pirie, and all our northern and north-wester§till no mention of it. Further, it states:

areas that have grown through an economic period until about They are not specific to the water industry. EWS will need

the mid-1970s are all in decline and are not growing at all.greater flexibility to negotiate awards and procedures that are
The current nature of developed capitalism will notconsistent with the adoption of a more commercial approach.

advantage those regions because, in the main, the financb, we then get into the meat of the description of the

packages that will be required for the investment for whichdepartment, and it goes on to describe where the department

those regions will be looking in the developed miningwas at the time the Government took over. Inside ‘Charting

industry—and that is mainly where their advantages lie—willthe Way Forward’ there are references to performance criteria

involve high investment with very little or no growth in jobs. and objectives, and | guess in broad terms one may be able

What we now have in South Australia is a Government thato read into that reference that they would be the indications

is trumpeting job growth, but it is doing so in the area ofby the Government for private ownership of the management

outsourcing and its associated infrastructure or clusters (a®rvices.
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Table 14.8, on page 250, under ‘Opportunities forStates. | think that they will start off behind the eight ball
outsourcing’, includes maintenance of mains, mains renewatather than in front of it. From my days on public works, |
maintenance of water supply headworks, maintenance afnderstand that New South Wales has already had public
water treatment plants, maintenance of waste water treatmenbrks representatives interested in selling public housing and
plants, meter reading, operation of water supply etc., througpublic works associated with bridges, roads, railways, and so
to catering and payroll printing. It means that basicallyon in Asia over quite a period. Western Australia has links
everything was up for grabs in relation to what the Governhot only into Asia but into Africa. In conjunction with a
ment saw as a fair way in which to outsource the stable opublic sector/private sector arrangement they are selling their
core management structures and services within EWS. Bgervices quite successfully.
there is no indication that all that would be managed by a | do not think that a public enterprise working with private
privately operated management service. enterprise would be any disadvantage. However, we are being

In terms of economic rationalism, it is by degree whattold that the only way it can be put together is by joining an
becomes acceptable. Other speakers have paid tribute to imernational consortia which has the respect of the World
history, development and service performance of the EWS dank, can raise the international capital as required and has
a publicly owned Government statutory authority thata record of delivery of service into Asia. | will rest my case
serviced South Australia quite well. In fact, one of thein relation to privatisation outsourcing. The struggle for the
reasons given by the Government for the sale of the manag&overnment will be a long, hard one. The orthodox argument
ment services is that it will present international opportunitiess that in times of boom the public sector should lower its
for the sale of services into Malaysia, Indonesia, Chinainvestment levels and get out of the way of private capital and
Korea, the Philippines, etc. | do not want to be a negativellow private capital to open up opportunities with which the
knocker, but it appears to me— public sector is incapable of dealing.

The Hon. R.I. Lucas: You are! If I thought that that was the current climate, | would not

The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: | haven't started yet! It have my present reserve position. Unfortunately, | do not see
appears to me that if we are to have an international consothat happening. | see a shrinking private sector living
tium that is to manage South Australia’s water system and talongside a privatised outsourced public sector. If the formula
manage the opportunities for outsourcing, and, if they are ts to work, the national growth for this State—if we are
have an international arm that is to sell the resources angtowing at an average of 1.5 per cent over the two years that
intellectual property to other parts of our near neighbours, itve have had over 5 per cent growth nationally—would need
appears to me they have left it a little too late. to be about 12 or 13 per cent just for us to grow at 4 per cent.

| just cannot understand why we would take on boardrhis would create economic opportunities to provide
British, French or any other nationality—I do not want to beimmediate employment for school leavers coming onto the
racist in relation to the French in this matter. It appears to menarket.
that Australia’s reputation in terms of its ability to carry out  Our educated elite will work their way through the
its own business in Asia is as good as anybody’s in the worlduniversities in South Australia and then onto the buses, trains
In fact, our business people are being used by agents ahd aeroplanes and find their way into the job market in
international capital to buy into all sorts of major programsMelbourne, Sydney, Queensland or outside of Australia. |
within the Asia-Pacific regions. The Americans use a lot othave some personal experience of international projects and
our consultants. The British, French and probably othehow they are put together. Generally, within those contracts
European nations that are not familiar with the geography oprovision is made for a certain number of international skilled
culture of the territory are using Australians to prepare theipeople and professionals to be part of the development
consultancies. In many cases, they are expatriate Australianmoject. In some cases that means business migration and
some of whom are resident in both Australia and other Asiaskills migration. | certainly have no problem with a balanced
territories. view on skills migration, but I am concerned when skills

Vietnam is a good example of where Australians aremigration freezes out opportunities for local graduates or
probably No. 1 in terms of a western nation which hasopportunities for local employees. Some companies write
supported Viethamese struggles over the past 30 years or gairly hard negotiated positions into these contracts.
Members would be aware that we would probably get to first | am aware, from personal experience, that the Koreans
base before any French negotiating team in terms of sellingertainly try to write in a very hard line professional and
wares in the current climate. | believe the American businesskills based component that they require in relation to their
sector still has an international financial boycott on Viethamgevelopment projects. In some cases the Japanese, through
but if that is not the case it probably still has an unofficial business migration and transfer skills, write in—sometimes
slow down of movement of capital into Vietnam. It has beenunofficially and sometimes officially—business skill
using Australians to break the ice, and | have no problem witldevelopment programs that require that their executives be
that. The statement that the EWS will outsource services biyn charge of certain projects. | do not have any argument with
using our international consortia as a front line for negotiatinghat. If it is a large investment by a foreign company, it would
the cluster development that will come from those sales doesant its key people to ensure that a project is kept on track.
not appear to make too much sense. In a small State like South Australia, when writing contracts

If they are to have new methods of developing contactsvith international operators—EDS or the consortia for the
within the Asian-Pacific rim, and if they are to have somewater contract—business migration programs may be written
new form of dynamic management style and structure thanto those contracts, and that may displace or remove
makes gains over and above what | would anticipate they wilbpportunities for both skilled and potential trainees to enter
make, so be it. | predict that the new consortia will not makethe job market
too many inroads over and above the inroads that have We have to grow, we have to take the best opportunities
already been made by other Australian companies thahat may be presented, but the challenge that the Hon. Mr
represent other water servicing companies operating in oth&edford threw out in his Address in Reply speech was for us
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all to work together, for members on this side to form aon it for a lot of the failed economic strategies of this State.
credible Opposition, and for us all to present our argumentét least in the lead up to the election, anyway, we will have
in such a way that ensures a bipartisan approach on how veetransfer of responsibility for failure. The State Government
proceed. | am afraid the horses have already bolted. Not onlyill try to hang that failure around Keating's neck when, in
are we not allowed to have a bipartisan approach on how wiact, it will be the result of the dismal performance of the
put our packages together but we are not able to see tloeirrent Government in failing to stitch up the deals required
packages inside this Parliament. We have to wait until théo get this State moving.
packages are drawn and then presented—if they are present-So, | watch with interest the changed editorial roles of the
ed—to a select committee. | expect that in most cases th@edia in this town, but | suspect that nothing will change for
representatives from the consortia involved in the outsourcings. The Government may come under a bit more scrutiny to
programs, the sale of management services and the salemdrform and get results on the ground and, unfortunately for
public assets will appear before us and say, ‘| am afraid wehe Federal Government, the failure of the South Australian
cannot give you that information. It is commercially confi- Government to deliver jobs in this State will start to be hung
dential and it would disadvantage us in the finance businesgound the Commonwealth’s neck and there will not be too
sector if those figures were made available.’ much it can do because the major controlling interests who
In that climate how can you have a bipartisan approach thave taken responsibility for industry and job development
such major issues as privatisation of hospitals, privatisatiom this State will have taken the running and anything the
of the water supply, privatisation of the power supply andCommonwealth can do will not be able to influence out-
privatisation of the infrastructure? It is a good theory and Icomes. | support the motion.
thank the honourable member for the invitation. As a member
of this Parliament | would like to debate the issues associated The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW secured the adjournment
with the packages that have been developed. | am not suoé the debate.
how we would have handled EDS; we would have debated
that for 18 months and considered three or four different STAMP DUTIES (MISCELLANEOUS)
packages, hoping that the Government was able to put AMENDMENT BILL
together one that was acceptable. | expect that an announce- ) ]
ment will be made in the next couple of months about EDS—  Received from the House of Assembly and read a first
The Hon. A.J. Redford: Her Excellency said 1995. time.
The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: An announcement will
probably be made before Christmas, but | am sure that we PAY-ROLL TAX (EXEMPTION) AMENDMENT
will not be able to weigh up the benefits and comparisons of BILL
the contract and how the contract has changed. | would like . .
to comment on not only how the Government has put its. Received from the House of Assembly and read a first
program together in relation to privatisation, outsourcing andime. .
the sale of its management services, but | also refer to the 1he Hon.  DIANA  LAIDLAW  (Minister for
way in which theAdvertiserand the major outlets have given 1ransport): | move: .
the Government probably the best honeymoon that any That this Bill be now read a second time. o
Government could wish to have, including— seek leave to have the second reading explanation inserted
The Hon. A.J. Redford: Including the ABC— in Hansardwithout my reading it.
The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: | did not see the ABC Leave granted.
tonight. It has enabled the Government to get its packages This Bill seeks to amend theay-Roll Tax Acto exempt from
together and sell its arguments out into the community.  pay-roll tax wages paid or payable by a motion picture production

The Hon. L.H. Davis: The Opposition has given us a company. e N .
good honeymoon, too. The exemption is to apply where the motion picture production

. company satisfies the Treasurer that wages were paid or payable for
The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: Have you seen the latest the production of a feature film wholly or substantially within the

poll? The media climate in this State has given the Governstate, and which will result in the employment of South Australian
ment probably the best armchair ride | have seen for a longgsidents and will bring economic benefits to the State. _
time. Unfortunately for the Government it appears that thereThe amendment will provide an incentive to encourage motion

: e cture production companies to view South Australia as a finan-
is now a changed position, that those people who have be%&lly and geographically attractive location to establish a base from

watching and waiting for the delivery process to occur oveiyhich to undertake feature film production.
the past two years are now starting to get a bit nervous. With  This exemption will result in enhanced employment opportunities
the latest flights and the way in which Mr Murdoch camebeing established for the State.
through the other day, he is signalling a change in attitude _ Explanation of Clauses
toward the State Government and it may find itself under g Clause 1: Short title
bit more pressure in the next 12 to 18 months than it hashIS clause is formal. ;

. . . , Clause 2: Amendment of s. 12—Exemptions
encountered over the previous two years. It will be interestin@ection 12 provides for various exemptions under the Act. It is
to see how the delivery process goes while hopefully undentended to include an exemption from pay-roll tax in respect of
pressure and attack from a changed media outlet. wages paid by a motion picture production company where the

i ; i ; ages are paid to a person involved in the production of a feature
| am not saying that the game plan is going to benefit th%\fm where the Treasurer is satisfigd) that the film will be

Opposition at all: 1 would say the opposite. | do not think they5qyced wholly or substantially within the Stags) that the film
game plan is to present us as a credible Government alternaill result in the employment of South Australians; gojithat eco-
tive: it will present us as a credible Opposition up to and pastomic benefits will accrue to the Sate on account of the production
the next election date. Also, the State Government will havéf the film.

to manage to work within a media campaign that will be  The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS secured the adjournment of
trying to denigrate the Federal Government and put the blamtae debate.
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LAND TAX (HOME UNIT COMPANIES) that where a scheme satisfies the criteria outlined, each dwelling in
AMENDMENT BILL the scheme will be taken to be a separate parcel of land and, despite
the definition of ‘owner’, the shareholder who is entitled to occupy

. ._the dwelling (rather than the company) will be taken to be the legal
Received from the House of Assembly and read a firshwner of the land on which the dwelling is situated.

time. This provision will only apply to schemes established before 22
The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW (Minister for February 1968, which is the date on which the Strata Titles
Transport): | move: provisions commenced.

That this Bill be now read a second time. Iané:lf?g%elghﬁge)(ndment of s. 10A—Exemption of certain residential
| seek leave to have the second reading explanation inserte#is clause makes consequential amendments to section 10A of the
in Hansardwithout my reading it. principal Act to remove those subsections which currently provide
Leave granted. an exemption in relation to Home Unit Companies.
. . . Clause 5: Amendment of s. 73—Powers of inspection and inquiry
Prior to the commencement in February 1968 of strata titlerpjs clause makes a consequential amendment to section 73 of the
provisions in theReal Property Actt was not possible to obtain  principal Act so that it refers only to ‘document’, in keeping with the
separate titles where multiple dwellings were constructed as a sing oposed new definition.

building complex on a single land parcel. - Clause 6: Amendment of s. 74—Commissioner may cause a
~ Home Unit Company Schemes provided for the acquisition ofyarson to be examined before a local court
interests in individual home units through the purchase of a comparnyhis clause makes a consequential amendment to section 74 of the

share which entitled that person as the shareholder to the exclusiigincipal Act so that it refers only to ‘document’, in keeping with the
use and occupation of a defined home unit. gr?posed new definition.
n

There has been considerable dissatisfaction with the assessment c|5,se 7: Insertion of s. 74A
of land tax in relation to Home Unit Companies. his clause is consequential to the proposed new definition of
The nature of land ownership under these arrangements resul

. : . S cument’ and provides that, in relation to information stored on
in a degree of uncertainty and inequity in the assessment of land t%mputer or some other device, a power to inspect or require
under the current provisions of the Act.

. . roduction includes the power to produce or require production of
Land tax is currently assessed on the basis that the Home U b b 9 P

: ° . e information in an understandable form through the use of that
Company is the legal owner of the property on which the units ar¢omputer or other device
built with land tax being assessed on the total taxable value of thé ' )
property. The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS secured the adjournment of
Whilst exemption is provided in respect of those units which arethe debate:
occupied by shareholders as their principal place of residence and
the total taxable value of the land reduced accordingly, the Home _ )
Unit Company is only entitled to one concessional threshold thus AUDITOR-GENERAL'S REPORT
resulting in individual shareholders who do not occupy their units . .
frequently paying more land tax than would be the case if their inter-  Adjourned debate on motion of Hon. R.I. Lucas:
ests were separately assessed. ) . That the report of the Auditor-General and the Treasurer’'s
Since the introduction in 1968 of strata title provisions under therjnancial Statements 1994-95 be noted.
Real Property Acthe preferred mode of home unit ownership is on .
a strata title basis rather than through a Home Unit Company (Continued from 12 October. Page 181.)
structure.
The current provisions of theand Tax Actecognises individual The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: The Public Finance and
unit owners under strata title ownerships but does not recogniﬁl},dit Act 1987 regulates the receipt and expenditure of

shareholders of a home unit company as if they are owners for lal ; : . . .
tax assessment purposes other than for the purposes of princigdy Plic money. Mostimportantly, it provides for the auditing

place of residence exemption. of the receipt and expenditure of public money and for the
Clearly equity would be served if the individual shareholdersexamination of the efficiency and economy with which public
were consistently treated as if they were owners for land taxesources are used. Under that Act, money cannot be applied

purposes. i i
it is proposed by this Bill to amend the provisions of ttend from the Consolidated Account unless there is an Act of

Tax Actto provide for the recognition of shareholders in a HomeParliament. This means that the supervision of the State’s

Unit Company in existence in February 1968 as if they are thepublic financial performance is fairly and squarely placed

owners of the respective units to which their shareholding relateswithin the jurisdiction of this Parliament. That is as it should
This change will allow for the continuation of principal place of Pe

residence exemption for Home Unit Scheme occupiers but will™ " - .

permit assessment of land tax on an individual basis where units are 1€ Act limits the amount that may be appropriated by the

not occupied by their ‘owners’. Executive arm of Government without approval of this
The Government has consulted with relevant industry on théParliament. The Executive is also limited to the amount that

measures contained in this Bill and has appreciated their contribyt can borrow unless approved or prescribed pursuant to an

tion. - . . .
The Bill contains one other minor amendment. Sections 73 amé‘ct of Parliament. That necessarily means that this Parlia-

74 of the Act provide for the inspection of documents in the coursdnent again supervises the performance of the Executive in
of a search of premises and the court's power to require théerms of State finances. Section 22 of the Public Finance and
production of documents. The Bill seeks to insert a definition of theaydit Act sets out the Treasurer's responsibi]ities to the

term ‘document’ to make it clear that this would include information ; ; ;
stored electronically. Auditor-General. In brief, the Treasurer has to deliver to the

Explanation of Clauses Auditor-General, prior to 31 August in each year, a statement
Clause 1: Short title of the estimated and actual receipts and payments.
This clause is formal. He must also deliver a statement of the sources and

Clause 2: Commencement

This clause provides that the measure will be taken to have come in{aH:)phcatlon of money, a statement -Of the paymgnts of'a
operation at midnight on 30 June 1995. recurrent nature, a statement naming organisations with
Clause 3: Amendment of s. 4—Interpretation which the Treasurer has invested funds, a statement of the

This clause amends section 4 of the principal Act by inserting dalances at the end of the financial year, a statement of the
definition of ‘document’ which includes information stored electroni- tota| indebtedness of the State, and the financial statements
((::ally, and by inserting a new subsection (2) dealing with Home Unity g AFA - Similar provisions apply also to the chief executive
ompanies. _ : ; e Y &
New subsection (2) sets out a number of criteria which are th@fficers of public authorities, which includes all Government

defining characteristics of Home Unit Companies, and then providedepartments, Ministers, statutory authorities and prescribed
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bodies. The position of the Auditor-General is such that, Whatnormally happened with the Auditor-General's Report was
whilst he is appointed by the Executive arm of Governmentthe province of the Estimates Committee whereby the Auditor-

: - : : General would be in the House, would be subjected to questions,
he cannot effectively be dismissed unless there is a resoluti ould be in a position to respond, consequential questions could be

of both Houses of Parliament. asked, issues could be explored and detail could be obtained so the
As such, his primary responsibility is to this Parliament.system which is supposed to be transparent for all South Australians
His responsibility is to audit and examine the accounts ofvould indeed be seen to be transparent and accountability would be
Government. He has extensive powers to obtain informatior"®3ted ) _ o
Pursuant to section 36 of the Act, the Auditor-General mustoble words indeed! The Auditor-General has indicated that
prepare an annual report encompassing a number of thind3¢ Will provide assistance to members in the Estimates
including any matter that should, in the opinion of the Committees by the provision of half yearly information. |
Auditor-General, be brought to the attention of the Parliamerfiave no doubt, knowing the Treasurer as | do and in recalling
and of the Government. There is absolutely no doubt that théonversations that | have had with him on previous occasions,
Auditor-General plays a pivotal role in ensuring that Execthat he is aware of the difficulties created by the change to an
utive Government is held accountable to this Parliament. €arly budget. It is important, however, to note that the
There is no doubt that individual members of ParliamenfUditor-General stated that this process has advantages. He

have neither the resources nor the background or the powe{s0 pointed out the disadvantages and it is to be hoped that
to ensure that the Executive arm of Government is actind'€ Government will address them. _
responsibly and within the law. As a member of Parliament, | Pointout, however, that there is one reform which needs

| am grateful for the resources of the Auditor-General. Therd? be carefully considered and which has not been touched
are, no doubt, many occasions when Auditors-GenerdfPOn by any of the previous speakers, namely, the question
become a source of annoyance to the Executive arm (g._ff this Chamber’s role in the supervision of the State’s
Government. That is as it should be. The Auditor-Generafin@nces. Prior to the Government's changes, the only
played a pivotal role in identifying some of the problems°pp°rtun'ty members in this place had to speak on the issue

which arose out of the State Bank disaster caused by tHf finance was through the Appropriation Bills or, perhaps,
former Labor Government. through an Address in Reply. The position of members in this

. : : T place has been improved substantially by the Government's
Itis also important to point out that the Auditor-General decision to bring forward the budget. The Hon. Ron Roberts

is not infallible. Occasionally he can criticise and those.S rather mean in not acknowledaing that advantage. despite
criticisms are fairly and squarely met by the Executive arnf> 2 er Me: ging ge, desp
y interjections to that effect.

of Government. Indeed, in this report certain criticisms have" .

been made by the Auditor-General of the Treasury Depart- | go on record as congratulatmg_ the Treasurer for these
ment. However, it is important to note the extraordinaryChangeS. ?Qq ' arg :urgn'ihat k;le k‘)'g"nzeﬁgwrfhﬂ aCn(;i thgt
distance this Government has travelled in the area of financigPProPriate improvements wi ade n au urse.
accountability in such a short time: the Government has gong€/tinly. the position is far better than that which existed
along way towards adopting accrual accounting and has gorlljéjder the previous Government. If it is not, then woe betide

along way in properly dealing with the distinction between{S- The old process allowed Tim Marcus Clark and his
Government capital and Government income. cowboys, together with the close supervision of John Bannon

. o . and his band of ‘yes’ men, otherwise known as the Labor
T Certainly, thf t‘?“t'ct'S"_‘ by the Auhd|tor-t(r?eneral tOf th? backbench, to create havoc with the State's finances.
reasurer in relalion 1o ISSUes, such as the investment of o e now had the opportunity to consider the report in

funds for the longer term as opposed_to the shorter term, h%%tail and | have a number of questions. The Labor Party in
been met by the Treasurer, and this Parliament ought s o the other place has shown its great lack of ability. It
cqngratulat_e the Treasurer for hls'response. However, | a.""ar\'as, with few exceptions, filled this place with humbug and
with sorr,1e Interest the Trgasurers response to the AUOIItOI'rhetoric. Its members have not asked the hard and important
General’s criticism regarding the absence of a State balan estions. Apart from the contribution of the Hon. Mr

sheet. | note that the Hon. Ron Roberts was critical of thigy oy “there is little evidence that members opposite have
Government in relation to the new process, particularly Nead the full report. In light of that, | have a number of

relation to the budget cycle. Prior to the election of this : : :
; .. _gquestions to be directed at the Executive arm of Government
Government, both the budget and the tabling of the AUd'torl'n relation to a number of issues that have been raised in this

General's Report was dealt with simultaneously with the\/ery important report

delivery of the budget. . . ) ) . The firstissue arises at page 45 of the report in relation to
That occurred sometime into the financial year in whichypa Agset Management Task Force. On that page a list of
it was to be promulgated. The Hon. Ron Roberts gives the,ngyitants is set out. A number of them received sums of
impression that the Government has been underhand Eunyeen nought and $50 000. At page 46 a number of
adopting this process. | would suggest that the Hon. Rogqngyitants are outlined, they having also received sums in
Roberts and his colleagues draw a very long bow indeed. dycess of $50 000. My question to the Treasurer is: will the
remind members that the Auditor-General said: Treasurer list the amounts paid to the respective consultants
There was a major change in the timing of the budget cycle idisted on page 46 of the Auditor-General’'s Report in the

%Sggeftoﬁégeaésgr?{fgezn?ﬁCni%,' ggﬁmri'dnTphee feh%”gﬁ Lorg%r;lter?ggd category of $50 000 plus? | note that those consultants were
address related matters such as the adequacy and timing of inforrgl‘-ild a total of $7.3 million, W.h'Ch averages out at about
tion available for the budget process to complement the early budgeb430 000 per consultant. | will be grateful if I could be
Not to do so would, in my view, detract from the ability of the advised of the general nature of the work performed by the
Parliament, particularly through its Estimates Committees, to giveonsultants listed on that page.

adequate scrutiny to the budget. | turn now to the Attorneys-General's Department, in
The Hon. Ron Roberts, in making an observation on thearticular page 48 of the Auditor-General's Report. The
Auditor-General’'s comments from which | just quoted, said:Auditor-General expressed concern about the use of corporate
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credit cards, particularly in relation to the absence ofcertain accommodation expenditure. The questions | ask are
documentation concerning travel, accommodation ands follows:

entertainment-hospitality. | understand that the department 1. What travel claims were not checked for compliance
has indicated that issues concerning the amalgamation of théth the Commissioner’s Determination No. 9, and has that
former Attorney-General’'s Department and the Departmenbccurred since the tabling of the report? If not, when is it
of Public and Consumer Affairs caused a number of problikely to occur?

lems. In light of that, | would be grateful if the Attorney 2. What excess expenditure on accommodation has not
could advise this place of the precise nature of the use dfeen authorised and have checks been implemented to ensure
credit cards. My questions to the Attorney-General regardinghat the expenditure would have been authorised if such
the use of the corporate credit cards are as follows: authorisation had been sought?

1. Inrelation to travel, what documentation was absent, 3. What substantial telephone expenditure has not been
how much was spent on travel, by whom, upon what datesubsequently authorised and has the Minister taken steps to
and for what purposes was such expenditure incurred? Whansure that they have since been checked?
were the destinations? I now turn to page 249 of the report which refers to the

2. Inrelation to accommodation, what documentation wa®epartment of Employment, Training and Further Education.
absent, how much was spent on accommodation, by whorhnote at page 249 a further comment is made in relation to
on what dates and for what purpose was such expenditutbe Department of Employment, Training and Further
incurred? Where was such accommodation? Education concerning the use of corporate credit cards. The

3. Inrelation to entertainment/hospitality, what documen-Auditor-General refers to instances of nhon-compliance with
tation was absent? How much was spent on entertairthe Treasurer’s and departmental instructions. He says that
ment/hospitality and who authorised such expenditure? Whahe main issues related to payments that were not supported
dates and for what purpose was such expenditure incurredfy an appropriate level of documentation and, in particular,
Who were the payees of these amounts? for entertainment and travelling expenses. In light of that,

4. How many conferences did staff attend, for whatwould the Minister advise whether or not he has made
purpose, for what cost and when did the conferences occuif?quiries as to those claims? | would grateful if the Minister

5. What were the incidental costs of the conferencesyould advise this Parliament whether or not documentation
including the cost of the guests/consultants, and who were thean be obtained and whether or not the entertainment and
consultants? travelling expenses were carried out in accordance with

At page 56 the Auditor-General refers to the administra-ordinary departmental guidelines.
tion of the Criminal Injuries Compensation Fund. | draw  Of more serious concern, | draw the attention of members
members’ attention to the fact that an increasing sum ha® pages 290 and 291 of the report relating to the Department
been called to be transferred from the Consolidated Accourior Family and Community Services. The Auditor-General
to cover the cost of compensation payments under thkas raised concerns regarding the reconciliation of Disburse-
criminal injuries compensation regime. In that context | asknent Account No. 9 and the Advance Account No. 1 over a
the Attorney-General whether he is giving consideration tgeriod of two years. He indicates that the matters still remain
increasing the levies on persons convicted of offences innresolved and, as a consequence, he has qualified his Audit
order to reduce the impact to the general revenue of crimin&eport. In the light of that, my questions to the Minister are:
injuries compensation claims. | turn now to matters pertaining 1. Have steps been taken to ensure that there is a proper
to the Commissioner for Public Employment, and in particu+econciliation of the two relevant accounts?
lar to page 122. | note that there is an officer who is on an 2. Have those inquiries revealed any concerns on the part
income of approximately $140 000 to $150 000 per yearof the Minister?

That officer has been declared excess and placed within the 3. Has the Minister any explanation as to why the
office pending suitable alternative employment. | would bedepartment did not comply with the concerns expressed by
grateful if the Treasurer would advise as to what use is beinthe Auditor-General last year?

made of such a person and whether or not the Government is | now refer members to page 315 of the report regarding
receiving any productive work from that person. Flinders University. The question that | ask of the Minister

One sits here and admires the performance of the Lead&r Employment, Training and Further Education relates to
of the Government in the Council and the Minister forthe note which states:

Education and Children’s Services in the difficult portfolio  puring the reporting period the university acquired the remaining
of education. From time to time we hear questions fromb0 per cent of the net assets relating to Flinders Technologies Pty
members opposite and the banal interjections of the Honktd. Details of the acquisition are as follows. . .

Michael Elliott. They seem to have quickly forgotten that thisHe then sets out the details of the acquisition. | should be
State faced a massive financial crisis following the previougrateful if the Minister could provide this Parliament with
Government’s negligent financial performance. We have beedetails of the purpose of such transaction and whether proper
confronted with a difficult job and we have seen some finesupervision mechanisms are in place for the taxpayer.
performances. The Foundation SA part of the report is interesting. | see

A good example is the reduction in workers compensatiotin the report that there has been a decline in tobacco licensing
claims, which have decreased by 3.8 million to 14.6 million.fees of about $28 000. Whilst | am a smoker, | hope this
In that regard | draw members’ attention to the figures at pagmeans that there is a decline in the smoking of cigarettes in
185. | have, however, noted that the Auditor-GeneraSouth Australia. In any event, | would be grateful if the
indicates that there have been some problems with thilinister could arrange for Foundation SA to provide me with
financial controls within the Education Department. In thatinformation on the amounts of money paid to each of the
context, | draw the honourable Minister’s attention to pagesponsorship areas referred to at the bottom of page 317 of the
186 and 187 of the report where there are some comments Byditor-General’s Report. | should also be grateful to receive
the Auditor-General concerning certain travel claims andnformation as to precisely who received those moneys. For
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the benefit of members who do not have the report, these angcrease in his pay packet, that is a pay increase. Notwith-
the actual grants made to various sporting and arts bodiesstanding that, the Secretary of the Police Association claims
also note on page 320 that moneys were spent on markgtat they are not pay rises. One can only be bemused by that
research and general consulting services. In that regard, | agkalysis. In any event, it would appear from the financial
the Treasurer to provide me with details of the nature andtatement printed at page 446 that salaries have increased by
purpose of the market research. somewhere in the vicinity of $15 million. I should be grateful

I turn now to the Department for Industrial Affairs. Prior if the Minister for Emergency Services could advise why
to the election of this Government great publicity waspayments have increased by that amount in the area of
generated in the area of payments to high level publisalaries.
servants. Looking through the Auditor-General’s Report, | turn now to the accounts of the Senior Secondary
there is consistency in the payment of remuneration to senigssessment Board, which show a reduction of $32 000 in
executives within each Government department. On theelation to candidates’ fees. These are fees collected from
whole, it would appear that this Government has reined istudents in South-East Asia. Can the Minister advise whether
some of the excesses of the previous Government. However not this indicates a drop in the number of overseas students
I noticed in the report of the Department for Industrial attending South Australian schools? Does this indicate any
Affairs, page 348, that three employees receive in excess @roblem in terms of marketing our school services?
$180 000. | would be grateful if the Minister for Industrial | turn now to the South Australian TAB, referred to at
Affairs could identify, by office, the positions held by each page 695. Over the past 18 months, there has been significant
of those public servants and their general responsibilities. debate about the TAB. Some of it has been useful and some
would also be grateful if he could explain why they receiveof it has not. It is quite clear that an adverse effect on lotteries
about $30 000 to $40 000 more than the average senior publisd gaming and on the TAB has been caused by the introduc-
servant. | note that a further comment was made by th&on of poker machines. As a consequence, the State dividend
Auditor-General at page 345 about the use of corporate creditas been reduced by some $3 million and the racing revenue
cards. The department has indicated that all areas of conceas been reduced by $800 000. In the coming months one
have been addressed. Will the Minister outline what stepgould hope that, when the review into poker machine
were taken to address the areas of concern? revenue is completed, a number of issues can be taken into

When the Audit Commission report was released, theraccount. First, we ought to look at the net take to the Govern-
was a great deal of criticism of the management of thenent having regard to the losses in revenue from the TAB
Government Workers Rehabilitation and Compensation Funénd from lotteries and gaming. The current debate concerning
Itis pleasing to see that the Auditor-General has not repeatgabkies must be considered in the context that the net gain to
those criticisms, so we must assume that steps have bemvenue after considering lotteries and TAB losses is
taken to address the Audit Commission’s concerns. Howeve$58 million, which does not take into account the cost of the
the Auditor-General did say that a number of concerns raise@ambling Rehabilitation Fund. So the figure that has been
in the 1993-94 report have not all been addressed. | would begandied about—as | recollect, about $87 million—is not
grateful if the Minister would identify which areas have not strictly correct.
been addressed and say why they have not been addressed.Secondly, one should not rush in too quickly in relation

| also draw members’ attention to the figures at page 35Xo poker machine net revenues to the Government and to the
Indeed, if one looks at the claims paid by the department ipoker machine licensees. One cannot be confident that the
relation to Education and Children’s Services, one notes amamounts received are not part of an initial fad and are not
immense improvement of nearly $4 million dollars over alikely to be reduced. One does not have to think very far back
two-year period. As | said earlier, that indicates a greato when scratchy tickets were first introduced in the Lotteries
improvement in the management of Education and Children'and Gaming Commission. At that time serious concerns were
Services by the Leader of the Government in this place. Orxpressed about the use of those tickets. Notwithstanding
the other hand | note that transport claims increased bthat, after an initial demand or fad period, the turnover
$2.5 million and police claims increased by $1.2 million. I dropped significantly. Obviously, close scrutiny will have to
should be grateful if the respective Ministers or the Ministerbe paid to the operation of the TAB in the light of the
for Industrial Affairs could provide an explanation as to why developments of gambling in other areas. However, | suggest
there have been those increases in workers’ compensatitimat the subsidisation of one gambling industry by another,
payments and in particular to what areas they relate. as was suggested in some quarters, is not the way to go.

| draw members’ attention to the report on the Lotteries | draw members’ attention to the figures at page 741 of the
Commission concerning the remuneration of employeesgeport in relation to the State Electoral Office, where we see
which appears at page 400 of volume 1. One employea breakdown of the cost for various by-elections caused by
appears to have received somewhere in the vicinity ofhe untimely resignations of a series of Labor Party members,
$370 000 to $380 000 by way of remuneration. That is morend this has cost the State dearly. The figures indicate that
than the most senior public servant in the Premier’'s Departion-voter follow-up from the December 1993 State election
ment receives. | should be grateful if the Treasurer wouldatost the taxpayer $54 000, and the three by-elections cost a
indicate why a person would receive that amount of remutotal of $126 000. | note that the Australian Labor Party has
neration and what that person’s qualifications and responsinade a great deal of the fact that it has increased the repre-
bilities are. sentation of women in the Lower House. But at what cost?

The police accounts provide some interesting reading. The three by-elections have cost South Australian taxpayers
do not need to remind members of the current pay disput$126 000. One would have thought that, if it waited until the
with the police. Over the past few weeks, there has beenext election, we could have had those women and at the
much debate in the public arena and in the media as tsame time saved that significant sum of money. It is all well
whether or not police have received pay rises. However, onand good for the Australian Labor Party to sit back and say
would have thought that, if a police officer receives anthat it has achieved its so-called quota and for the South
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Australian division of the ALP to claim that it is the firstin that there is an improvement in the standard and quality of
Australia to do so. However, it is typical of the ALP— service provided by Government to the taxpayers of South
Members interjecting: Australia. | do not think that in every case a criticism—
The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: That you have achievedyour =~ The Hon. R.R. Roberts interjecting:
guota, the one that you had sent down to you by your Federal The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: The Hon. Ron Roberts
bosses. You did it at the expense of the South Australiamterjects. If the Auditor-General adopted the same standard
taxpayer. It does not matter whether members opposite ame presenting a report during the Bannon years, there would
in Government or sitting opposite, all they do is cost usnot have been enough wheelbarrows and semitrailers to
money, for no apparent reason. Not one of the by-electionsnable us to wheel the documents into this place, so let us get
was created through ill health or for any reason other thathis into the proper context.
members opposite running around in their factional disputes, The Hon. L.H. Davis: Lindsay Fox would have had to
shoving knives into each other and telling each other whebuy more trucks.
they should or should not go. Sitting here, | await with great The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: The Hon. Legh Davis says
interest to see whom the Hon. Terry Cameron will push outhat Lindsay Fox would have had to buy more trucks. As
of this place next. In any event, members opposite have haslealthy as he is, Alan Scott would have increased his wealth
no regard for the public purse in causing these by-electionsf he had had reports of this quality when members opposite
all they have done is claim this quota at the expense of theere in Government. As a Government backbencher | will
South Australian taxpayer, and sat back and thought that noot sit back as Government backbenchers did during the
one would notice that it was costing the taxpayer of SoutiBannon years while they lost $8 billion or $9 billion and
Australia for their short-term, small electoral gain, to get ridallow that sort of thing to happen.
of some of their dead wood they should not have had in the The Hon. T.G. Cameron interjecting:

other House in the first place. The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: The Hon. Terry Cameron
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: What is the record of their interjects, but he was not there. He was in the back room
candidates for the next Federal election? trying to get that mob of crooks votes. However, the Hon.

The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: That is amazing. | digress a Paul Holloway was one of their principal advisers.
bit, but | will only do so for a moment. All we have seenin  Members interjecting:
Queensland and Western Australia is the shifting of women The PRESIDENT: Order!
into marginal or unwinnable seats, given the Keating The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: Inany event, | do not believe
Government's record, and the protection of the male of th¢hat the sorts of comments made by the Auditor-General

species by shifting them into the safer seats. should attract the level of hysterical comment made by
Members interjecting: members opposite. Indeed, one should consider their
The PRESIDENT: Order! | ask the honourable member performance in the light of the extraordinary financial

to keep to his speech. mismanagement of the previous Government. | am not sure
The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: In any event— that the hard questions were asked either in the Party room
Members interjecting: or in this place, and | make that comment in the context of the
The PRESIDENT: Order! previous Government. The one thing that distinguishes this

The Hon. AJ. REDFORD: —in South Australia, current Government from the previous Bannon Labor
particularly with our Federal candidates, we have achieve@overnment is the quality of the back bench.
all the quotas that the ALP achieved, without any costto the The Liberal Party in this State is an inquiring Party and its
Australian or the South Australian taxpayer. So, whermembers will not simply accept the word of their Leaders,
members hear the members opposite go out and wave the flaglike the Bannon Government back bench. This is not to say
that they have their 35 per cent quota, they should justhat the Leaders in both this and the other place do not have
remember that they did it through the use of the knife, thahe full confidence of all the members comprising the Liberal
push and, most importantly, other people’s—namely, thd>arty. However, in this State we have a vigorous democracy,
taxpayers'—money. The Opposition is unnecessarily costingnd certainly this Government came to office seeking to
the taxpayers of this State money. restore that paramountcy of Parliament.

I turn now to the State Opera. | ask whether the Minister The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting:
for the Arts can indicate what instances of non-compliance The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: The Hon. Paul Holloway
with the Treasurer’s instructions occurred in relation to thenterjects. | invite him to stand up and tell us exactly when he
use of credit cards and why there was not proper maintenansaid to the Bannon Government, with Arnold and the rest of
of the required records. | would also be grateful if thehis cohorts, ‘Oy! The State Bank is out of control.” When did
Minister would indicate what steps are taken to ensure thdte stand up when questions were being asked in the other
there will be compliance so that we do not receive the samplace and say, ‘Look, Mr Bannon, you had better go and ask
comment next year. | would also ask the same question of thihese State Bank directors, because there is some merit in
Minister for the Arts in relation to the State Theatre some of the questions being asked by Dale Baker, Leader of
Company, particularly in relation to the comments made byhe Opposition.? He sat back there and bathed in the glory
the Auditor-General appearing at page 805. of John Bannon's reassurances, and then has the gall to come

To alesser extent, the rest of the Government departmenits here and be critical of this Government, based upon a few
have been covered by the members opposite, but | believainor administrative criticisms made by the Auditor-General.
that as a member of Parliament | have a duty to ask those It is all well and good for the Hon. Paul Holloway to sit
questions, and certainly those questions override any othéinere smugly just as he did during the Bannon years. | would
duty that | have. be most interested to hear from him what we could call ‘a

In concluding, | commend the Auditor-General for his maiden contribution’ with some sort of constructive sub-
work. No Government department is perfect, and | believestance to it. In any event, the grandstanding of Opposition
that the Auditor-General has a very important role in ensuringnembers, particularly those in another place, regarding this
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report does not give me any confidence that they are mature, The Hon. J.C. IRWIN secured the adjournment of the
knowledgeable or inquiring enough to be able to scrutiniselebate.

properly the Government'’s performance. All | can say is that

the South Australian public can rest easy because the Liberal ADJOURNMENT

Government has an inquiring back bench which will ensure

that the Executive arm of government and the public sector At 11.31 p.m. the Council adjourned until Wednesday 18
are kept on their toes in a proper and reasonable fashion. October at 2.15 p.m.



