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under section 47(1) of the Road Traffic Act, which had been

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL in place since 1972 and was introduced by the Labor
Government of the day. Dr Baggoley said that he and various

Wednesday 25 February 1998 committees through the hospital system, with the police, had
. . been seeking for some time to get changes to this legislation.

2 1-gherERaEn?3|”r?a§I§T r(;%r;é‘]'c' Irwin) took the Chair at | answered that | would contact Dr Baggoley and make

2 p-m. prayers. further inquires with other casualty units. | subsequently did
LEGISLATIVE REVIEW COMMITTEE so and itwas apparentto me that, in terms ofthe perspective
of the casualty units and the stress within those units at the

The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: | bring up the fifth reportof ~ ime, with individuals who arrive following a motor vehicle

the Legislative Review Committee. accident, and the value in health terms as perceived by
doctors and nurses in casualty, it was important that we
QUESTION TIME review this issue. Dr Baggoley and other health professionals

have made contact with me on a continuous basis since that
time to advance change in current practices. | am well aware
BLOOD TESTING from other discussions with the police, Director of Public
Prosecutions and the like, that there is considerable concern
The Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES: |seek leave tomake a1t the question of getting rid of the test.
a brief explanation before asking the Minister for Transport In terms of the honourable member's remarks in the paper
and Lé{bag tPIatnnlng a question about the future of CornpUI['oday, at no time have the casualty departments and health
SO?_’ 00 estlné;. professionals, the police or the Director of Public Prosecu-
eave granted. tions ever seen or addressed this issue in money terms or as

The Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES: | refer the Ministerto 5 means to save money. It has been addressed at all times in
a media report which suggests that the State Government g safety terms. Because of the variety of views in the

planning to abandon compulsory blood testing. This controg,mmynity, all held earnestly, | felt that it was best to prepare

versial measure is apparently being introduced by thgygisiation in draft form in order to have further formal

Government without any public consultation, let alone anyyiscyssions with a number of individuals. That is the status

consideration of the implications of such a move in the areg we Bil|: simply for further discussions as the Leader has

of road safety. | understand that this matter was raised in th'ﬁrged. | always intended to undertake such. In terms of these

place nearly three years ago. However, | do not believe anisc ssions the Leader should speak closely with her

public consultation in this area has been undertaken by thgyjieague, the Hon. Terry Cameron, who has strong views on

Minister since then. Will the Minister listen to this? this matter and expressed those views as shadow Minister for
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | am trying, but another Transport. | felt they had some credibility and status and on

honourable member is distracting me. ~__ thatbasis undertook and have since pursued this matter out
The Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES: Perhaps he is giving of respect for the shadow Minister of Transport. We have a

you some advice. Will the Government confirm the Governyew shadow Minister and clearly a new opinion. Perhaps

ment’s plans to introduce plans to abandon existing requireyiscussion within the Labor Party might be a good first step

ments for compulsory blood tests; has a draft Amendment, terms of advancing discussion on this issue overall.

Bill been prepared; has such a proposal been considered by

Cabinet in either the form of a Cabinet submission or a coAG NATIONAL COMPETITION POLICY

discussion paper; and when was the Minister planning to

bring this to the public’s attention? The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: Will the Treasurer provide
The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: | thank the honourable a breakdown of the competition payments for specific areas

member for her question, because | certainly would have gaif reform from the Commonwealth to South Australia that are

a question asked by members on this side about the mattergonditional upon compliance with the COAG national

the paper today. competition policy?
An honourable member interjecting: The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: | am happy to do that. It comes
The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: A dorothy dixer. | can to a total of about $1.1 billion or $1.2 billion over the next

advise that a draft Bill has been prepared for consultation—ine years. | am happy to provide that information.

the very consultation that the honourable member has

suggested—and | certainly intended, as did my parliamentary PORTS CORPORATION

colleagues, that such consultation be undertaken. That Bill

has not gone back to Cabinet, so it has no status; it has simply The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: | seek leave to make a brief

been prepared at my request for the consultation process.explanation before asking the Minister for Transport and
The Leader is right in stating that this matter was firstUrban Planning (or possibly the Minister for Government

raised in this place in question to me by the Hon. Tern/Enterprises) a question about the sale of the Ports

Cameron, shadow Minister for Transport at the time. Thé&Corporation.

question was on 23 February 1995 and the honourable Leave granted.

member’s son at that time had been admitted to the Flinders The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: In the weekendFinancial

Medical Centre following a motor vehicle accident and hadReview—

been required to undertake a compulsory blood test. The Hon. The Hon. A.J. Redford: Is the MUA going to buy it?

Terry Cameron had followed up that matter with the Flinders The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: If it had the money. Its role

Medical Centre’s Dr Christopher Baggoley, Director of and responsibility is to look after the membership, not to

Emergency Medicine. Dr Baggoley advised the honourabl@éwvolve itself in private sector operations, and to work with

member that his son was required to undertake such a tetfte Government to get the best possible operation. The
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Financial Reviewon the weekend carried an advertisement EXCISE DUTY

indicating the scoping duties for the South Australian TAB—

which apparently is far more important than the Ports The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: | seek leave to make a brief
Corporation because it comes first—the Lotteries Commisexplanation before asking the Minister for Transport a
sion and the Ports Corporation: provisions for an advisoryuestion in relation to court actions on excise duty.

service to the South Australian Government. It goes on to Leave granted.

outline the scoping information required for the firststeps of The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT:  The Advertiser on

a public indication of sale. 12 February this year details plans by Adelaide Brighton
gement to sue the State Government and its Ports Corp-

The previous negotiations on restructuring around th ion f i h
Ports Corporation, which members of both sides of thration for about $20 million over port charges and unspent

Council would agree have been quite successful in this StatgONeYs frc;]m Goygrnment.-ogerated rt]r.ust. funIch into which the
have involved the Maritime Union of Australia (MUA), the company has paid since it began shipping limestone across

. . : If St Vincent in 1965.
Ports Corporation, the previous Marine and Harbors Boarac,;u . N
Bulk Hano‘l)ling Servicespand everyone else who is involved The report states that documents which have been filed in
including the car industry. They should all be congratulateahe Supreme Court this week claim that some charges which

. . S : : ere described by the company as compulsory excises were
on the way in which those negotiations are being carried OuiLI]VnconstitutionaI under section 90 of the Constitution. The

The advertisement which appeared in the weekendompany claims that about $6 million was paid for the right
Financial Reviewcertainly surprised one section of the to use the Government jetty at Klein Point on Yorke
negotiating body, and that was the MUA. The union hasPeninsula and Birkenhead Wharf at Port Adelaide. It is also
received information that the scoping investigation willasking that about $12 million paid for maintenance of
include the possible sale of the Ports Corporation, and ifacilities should be returned plus interest if and when the
would like to be informed of and involved in those negotia-agreement to use the facilities expires.
tions. The court documents allege that a large part of the fees

The responsibility for negotiation rests, in part, with thepaid were essentially excises, and th_e company claims th"’.‘t
Government to involve unions at that level. The union hasﬁhe Government had the power to seize its vessel and sell it

been responsible for compiling confidential information and" order to recover unpaid money. We have had recent

it has also been seen to be responsible up to this point for airpenence in the High Court ruling on the question of fuel

the restructuring that has gone on within the Ports Corpgnitnoggﬁgﬂgﬁf‘;“ngmt?érsgcg'h?g r?gtsljg}ﬁdci:ggsmuuon'

oration, so it would like to be included in any further ; .
negotiations that might involve the future of its membership. .The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT. Well, Iet'me keep going; | am
oing beyond the court case. This case highlights the

M ions are: 9 e .
y questions are Government'’s vulnerability in relation to the past enforce-

1. When was the scoping review initiated and com-ment of excise payments. | understand that should Adelaide
menced? Brighton Cement be successful with its court action the

: ; Government would be exposed to further action in relation
2. What consultation took place with the Ports Corp- X .
oration board and the Ports Corporation board seniof® Charges pre-dating 1994. | understand that at this stage the
management? court action relate_s only to post 1994, when the Ports
Corporation came into operation.
3. Why has not the MUA been consulted, as were the Further, | understand that other companies including
Marine and Harbors Board and Cooperative Bulk Handlingviobil, the Australian Phosphate Corporation, the Wheat and

Limited, when those sales were foreshadowed? Barley Boards and the South Australian Shipping User Group

The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: The honourable member C0uld initiate action in relation to excises. | also understand
would be aware—and | am surprised that the MUA is not—Lthat Santos could make a similar claim to that being made by

that the scoping study for the Ports Corporation was outline§delaide Brighton Cement in relation to trust funds, and that
by the Premier on Tuesday last week as part of a broaddp€ amounts involved in relation to Santos could be anywhere
statement about various scoping studies. There is no comm{fom $4.E|3|.m|ll|on or, if interest is taken into account, up to
ment to sell. | am amazed that the MUA has been taken by200 million.

surprise in this instance because it did not note the statement 1€ Advertiser article quoted a Ports Corporation
by the Premier last week. Perhaps it could have beefPokespersonassaying that, “The Ports Corporation had been
distracted by some activities on the waterfront in Melbournel@en by surprise by the action.” | have been told that in
relation to a possible section 90 action under the Constitution

As | recall, the scoping study has been led by officershe previous State Government was warned as long ago as
within Treasury, and | think the Treasurer can probably1988 of potential action. In relation to potential action on
answer in terms of the involvement of other parties in all theryst funds, the Department of Transport was aware as early
matters that will be canvassed in the study. as February 1996 of potential action in this area. My ques-
tions to the Minister are:

1. Is the Government assessing its risks following the
High Court determination on excises in relation to these
matters?

2. What is the total exposure of the Government in

Orelation to past excises, in relation not just to Adelaide
érighton Cement but also to other companies?

3. What exposure does the Government also have in

Leave granted. relation to trust funds of the type to which | referred?

HOUSING TRUST REFORMS

The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW (Minister for Transport
and Urban Planning): | seek leave to table a ministerial
statement made in another place today by the Minister f
Human Resources on housing reforms.
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4. What action is the Government taking on this issue?much work has been done through reports and considerations,
The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: The Ports Corporation with the matter even being debated in this Parliament. | do
no longer reports to me but, rather, to the Minister fornot have all those details with me at this time but | will bring
Government Enterprises, so | will refer the honourablehem back.
member's question to the Minister. | suspect that the
Treasurer may also wish to have an input to the reply. GEPPS CROSS BOWLING CLUB

LABOUR EXCHANGE PROGRAM The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS:| seek leave to make a brief
explanation before asking the Attorney-General, representing
The Hon. CARMEL ZOLLO: | seek leave to make a the Minister for Primary Industries, Natural Resources and
brief explanation before asking the Treasurer, representingegional Development, a question about the Gepps Cross

the Minister for Youth and Employment, a question about thesowling Club situated on the old SAMCOR site.
regional labour exchange program on Yorke Peninsula. Leave granted.

Leave granted. The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS: Last
. . . .R.R. : year the Asset Manage-
The Hon. CARMEL ZOLLO: | would like to remind ~ ant Task Force negotiated the sale of SAMCOR, after
members of the initiative that was launched in February 199¢ \merous problems with the whole sale process, to Agpro

by the then Minister for Employment, Training and Further s strajia Pty Ltd for just under $5 million. This company is

Education. Exactly one year ago, the $300 000 regiongleaged by Mr Roostam Sardi and is allegedly backed by the
labour exchange program at Kadina on Yorke Peninsula wagn | Russian Republic of Tartastan. Prior to this, in fact over

established to proyide job seekers TGQ‘Stefed with thg,q years ago, the bowling club sought assurances from the
exchange opportunities of work and training. Four hundreqg|eyant Ministers, including the Hon. Dale Baker and the

unemployed or casual workers were to be targeted over tWq,, ‘Roh Kerin, that the club land would not be sold off. |
years. The Minister hoped that some 30 full-time jobs would, 4 some involvement in that with the Hon. Dale Baker and

be established by the end of 1997 in the Copper Trianglgy oy that those people were assured that an accommodation
region covering the Kadina, Yorketown, Ardrossan, Maitland,,;,,1d be made. An assurance was given by the Hon. Rob
and Wallaroo districts. Therefore, my questions are:  yerin that land would not be sold off, and this was registered
1. How many full-ime jobs have been established, he Sunday Maibf 27 April 1997. This bowling club has
through this program and are they long-term secure positionggyeed proved to be a successful bowling club, winning two
2. Will the Minister guarantee that these workers have NObennant flags in more recent years. As members are probably
been disadvantaged with regard to WorkCover, pay condigyare, there was a measure of bungling involved in the
tions and working hours? _ process of selling SAMCOR and this story appears to be no
3. How much has the Yorke Peninsula program cost texception. Instead of the Asset Management Task Force
date? . organising for the land not to be included in the sale, it was
The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: | will refer the honourable and | believe that the bowling club is now owned by Agpro
member’s questions to the Minister and bring back a replyaystralia Pty Ltd. Therefore, my questions to the Minister

are:
WEST TERRACE CEMETERY 1. Can the Minister confirm whether Agpro Australia

The Hon. J.E. STEFANI: | seek leave to make a brief 99€s in fact own the land upon which the bowling club is

explanation before asking the Minister for Transport anos'tuated_?_ i
Urban Planning a question about the West Terrace Cemetery. 2- If itis the case that Agpro Australia Pty Ltd owns the
Leave granted. land, what has the Government done to rectify the assurances
The Hon. J.F. STEFANI: Some time ago | attended the thatwere made to the bowling club?
funeral of a family friend who was being buried in the 3. Is it the case that the Government is paying rent to
Catholic section of the West Terrace Cemetery. The elderi{dpro Australia Pty Ltd? If it is, how much is the Govern-
lady’s husband had previously been buried in this section dihent paying for the use of the bowling club and for how
the cemetery in 1954. Two of the children travelled fromlong?
overseas to be at the funeral of their mother. Members would The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: | will refer those questions to
be aware that West Terrace Cemetery is under the administrédre Minister in another place and bring back a reply.
tion of the Enfield General Cemetery Trust. My questions to
the Minister are: MOTOR VEHICLE INSURANCE
1. What plans are being implemented for the general
maintenance of the grave sites and cemetery grounds at the The Hon. T. CROTHERS: | seek leave to make a
West Terrace Cemetery by the Enfield General Cemeteryrecied statement prior to directing questions to the Minister
Trust? or Justice on the subject of car insurance.
2. What are the long-term objectives to deal with the Leave granted.
restoration of historic grave sites at the West Terrace The Hon. T. CROTHERS: In a recent decision handed
Cemetery? down by the New South Wales appeals court it was held by
3. Can the Minister advise whether the Enfield Generathe three judges presiding that people who were injured as a
Cemetery Trust has considered the employment of youngonsequence of a car accident could not make the vehicle
unemployed people for the maintenance of the West Terradasurer pay their medical costs for injuries arising as a
Cemetery grounds? consequence of the accident they were involved in. The
The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: The last suggestion is particular person involved in this vehicular accident was a
certainly worthy of further exploration and | will make three month old boy who survived the accident as a quadri-
inquiries. Certainly, with respect to the first two questionsplegic (he is now four years old). Unfortunately, his young
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parents were killed whilst his two younger brothers survivedAct, a direction dated 11 June 1997 (I point out that that was
intact. just before the election was called) was given to the board by
As a consequence of these events his two older brotheits Minister, the Treasurer, in respect of the setting of
are being raised by the paternal grandparents, whilst he gemiums for policies of insurance under the Motor Vehicles
under the guardianship of his maternal grandmother. ThAct.
results of his injuries were so severe that he required constant In light of that, | ask the Treasurer: why has the Govern-
care and attention. As previously stated, the child is now foument not yet introduced legislation to implement claims cost
years old and recently whilst lifting him his grandmothercontrol measures? Also, given that the Government vetoed
injured her back. She then applied to the car insurer foincreases in third party premiums recommended by the Motor
additional assistance in respect to the child’s care. The uphccident Commission on the basis that legislation would be
shot of that was that the insurer took her to court, whichintroduced to reduce the necessary premium, does this mean
resulted in the decision being given to which | have previousthat larger increases in third party insurance will be necessary
ly referred. Some members of the legal profession opine thahis year?
caught up in this New South Wales decision is the State of The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: The responsibility will rest
South Australia. My questions are: largely with the Hon. Mr Holloway and his colleagues.
1. Are the Minister and his department monitoring theUnlike other issues such as West Beach and the sale of ETSA
consequences of this decision as it could apply to SoutAnd Optima, are they prepared to act responsibly with respect
Australia? to any proposed legislation that the Government might bring
2. As the decision is most likely to go to the Australianto the Parliament’s consideration?
High Court by way of appeal, what consideration is the An honourable member interjecting:
Minister giving to implementing any necessary changes to The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: No; he had no idea.
State law in order to remove any uncertainty in respect of car The Hon. P. Holloway: Answer the question for a
insurance which could, | am told, flow on to South Australiachange.
as a consequence of the decision of the appellate court of The Hon. R.Il. LUCAS: Well, I intend to. The Govern-
New South Wales? ment will be bringing in legislation, but the precise nature and
The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: Obviously this is not a case form of that is subject to further consideration by the
with which | am intimately familiar. If the honourable Government. A group of Ministers is actively looking at the
member can give me the names of the parties involved, tha@rious proposals to try to reduce the costs of the scheme.
might help (not necessarily on the public record). When |_G|ven the nature of the questlor_\the hor_10urab|e member has
have those details | will see whether | can obtain somdustasked, we look forward to his and his Party’s support for

information and bring back a reply. any measures that the Government might introduce by way
of legislative amendment to seek to reduce the costs of the
GAMBLING REVENUE scheme and therefore the cost of premiums to South Aust-

ralians. | am surprised that the Hon. Mr Holloway should be

The Hon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER: | wish to ask the critical of a decision by the Government to try to reduce the
Treasurer the following question. Can the Treasurer providievel of cost imposts on South Australians, whether it
me with details of: the percentage of revenue to this Statbappens to be in July or at any stage. In one of his set piece
which is derived from gambling; a comparison between thispeeches to the Supply Bill or the Appropriation Bill, the
and other States; and the proportion of that revenue whicHon. Mr Holloway criticised increases in taxation revenue,
comes from gaming machines as opposed to racing and othget now on the other hand he criticises the Government for
forms of legal gambling? seeking to reduce the level of increases and imposts on

The Hon. R.l. LUCAS: | am happy to take that question taxpayers in South Australia.
on notice. The honourable member did indicate that she Governments must respond to requests from the Third
would be asking a question of this nature and I indicated thaBarty Premiums Committee and the Motor Accident Commis-
whilst | have some broad figures to hand, in terms of thesion, and the Government did so. It is fair to say that in the
detail she is seeking | will need to take advice. | will bring intervening period attention was diverted toward both

back a reply as soon as | can. fighting an election and then commencing a nhew
Government. That is a natural by-product of any election
MOTOR ACCIDENT COMMISSION process where major decisions such as that are not taken as

a matter of convention and no work was proceeded with

The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: | seek leave to make a brief during the lead-up period to that election. In recent weeks a
explanation before asking the Treasurer questions about tiigmber of Ministers have met to discuss the various options
Motor Accident Commission. which might be considered and (we hope) agreed by the

Leave granted. Government and which would then be considered by the

The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: The most recent annual Parliament.
report from the directors of the Motor Accident Commission The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: As a supplementary
notes that during the year the MCA found it necessary to seefuestion: has the Motor Accident Commission subsequently
approval for a premium increase of 8.2 per cent from theecommended further increases in insurance premiums?
Third Party Premiums Committee. Approval was given. The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: | would need to check the precise
However, the Government determined that legislation shoulddvancement of this process. The commission goes through
be drafted to enable implementation of various claims cosa process where it holds discussions; it then goes to the Third
control measures and that the benefit of these measurParty Premiums Committee and it then comes to the Govern-
should be applied to reduce the necessary premium increasent. | would need to check how far down the process they
to 5 per cent. It is also reported in the annual report thatare this year, and | am happy to reply to the honourable
pursuant to section 5(3) of the Motor Accident Commissiormember in due course.
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BEVERLEY URANIUM MINE important matters such as the sale of an operation or any
major changes within such operations.

The Hon. SANDRA KANCK: | seek leave to make a My questions to the Minister are: does the Government
brief explanation before asking the Minister representing théelieve that enterprise bargaining does rely on mutual respect
Minister for Aboriginal Affairs a question about the Beverley for both parties in equal balance in negotiations and that a
uranium mine. knowledge of industry sale or pending sale would be one of

Leave granted. those pieces of contemporary knowledge that both parties

The Hon. SANDRA KANCK: My office has received should have; and does the Government believe that unions
disturbing reports regarding the conduct of a meetindhave a right to participate at that level and hold confidential
organised by Heathgate Resources for the Aboriginal peoplaformation such as that?
of the Flinders Ranges on Saturday 21 February 1998. The The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: | am surprised that the
meeting was called to discuss the proposed Beverley uraniuhonourable member has not referred this question to the
mine and took place at the Hawker racecourse. The reporigeasurer. | have already indicated the Treasury’s lead role
my office has received indicate that the meeting was conin these scoping studies and their conduct. | would still love
ducted in a high-handed manner that was designed tm have the Ports Corporation as one of the very few profit-
intimidate members of the Aboriginal community opposedable parts of the old transport portfolio. That is not to be and
to the uranium mine. | am informed that the member forl can understand why it is part of a Government enterprise
Stuart, Graham Gunn, was installed as Chair of the meetingortfolio led by the Hon. Michael Armitage. The overview
despite the concerns of some Aboriginal people that Mr Gunof these matters on a daily basis is not my responsibility any
would not be impartial. They felt that a member of thelonger. The conduct of industrial affairs and the transport
Aboriginal community would have been much better suitegoortfolio generally, whether it be in ports or public transport,
as a Chair for this meeting. People objecting to Mr Gunn’shave always been conducted on the basis outlined by the
being installed as Chairman were apparently threatened withonourable member. | will refer the question to my colleague.
eviction from the meeting.

| am also told that much of the information about the TRAFFIC LIGHTS
proposed mine was presented in technical speak that was
largely incomprehensible to many of those attending the 1he Hon. T. CROTHERS: | seek leave to make a
meeting. In addition, three police officers were present at the"€cied statement prior to asking the Attorney-General a
meeting. The feeling amongst many attending the meetin uestion on the law as it relates to speed cameras and traffic
was that the police were present to do Heathgate’s biddinfght breakdowns.
and that the police presence was part of a general air of Leave granted.
intimidation deliberately cultivated to silence dissenting The Hon. T. CROTHERS: The other day on my way
voices. Will the Minister conduct an investigation into this into Parliament House | happened to pass a set of traffic
meeting to ascertain whether Heathgate is approachirlifhts where one of the lights was not functioning.
consultation with the Aboriginal community in a fair and ~ Members interjecting:
honest manner? The Hon. T. CROTHERS: It is better than being on the

The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: | will refer the honour-  road to Damascus again, my friend.
able member’s question to the Minister in another place and The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting:

bring back a reply. The Hon. T. CROTHERS: This might even be more a
The PRESIDENT: Order! It was very hard to hear how Privatisation issue. They are not even servicing the traffic
the Minister answered that question. lights now. _
The Hon. L.H. Davis: Was there a flashing light behind
ENTERPRISE BARGAINING you?

The Hon. T. CROTHERS: | was in a taxi. One of the
The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: | seek leave to make a brief lights was not functioning, possibly due to the fact that the
explanation before asking the Minister for Transport andight bulb within the structure of the lights had blown. | then
Urban Planning a question about enterprise bargaining. commenced to ponder the question of what would be the case
Leave granted. if such an event were to occur at a set of lights where speed
The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: Earlier | asked a question in cameras also were operating. It further occurred to me as to
relation to the timing of the scoping of the Ports Corporatiorwhat would be the case should the whole set of lights
sale. | received an answer for which | respect the Ministermalfunction, thus making them all inoperable. | wondered
I am not sure whether she has been reported to fully invhether both the lights and speed cameras were connected
relation to all the details of the sale, but it appears from thelectrically in such a way that if the lights failed the cameras
answer that Treasury is in the box seat in relation to thelso might become inoperative. With the foregoing in mind,
responsibility for the scoping of the sale and that the Port$pose the following questions to the Attorney:
Corporation may or may not have been contacted inthe early 1. Isitadefence, when photographed apparently running
stage of those negotiations. The implication of the questiothe lights, for a defendant to justly claim that some portion,
was that there was a change in industrial relations, given thair indeed in totality, the lights were not operating?
Treasury had the front seat in devising the scoping require- 2. If the answer to question 1. is positive, is this particular
ments for that sale and that perhaps the Ports Corporatiatefence explicitly in the law which applies or contained in the
board may not have been involved in those negotiations in thetatute itself or is it a defence because of case precedents
early stages. Industrial relations rely on mutual respegbreviously established?
between all parties. Nationally and in this State we had been 3. If in fact these matters do not constitute a defence,
moving towards a base where both capital and labouparticularly when going through lights where the light on the
representatives were encouraged to sit around and discusigle of the driver in question has failed, will the Attorney in
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conjunction with the Minister for Transport look at the matter ~ As is correctly pointed out in the annual report, this
and will the Attorney or the Minister for Transport bring back picture is only part of the problem. It does not take into

areply? account those employees who have not contacted the
The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: It is not often that the Employee Ombudsman butinstead have complained formally

honourable member seeks free legal advice— and informally to their unions. It would appear that the
The Hon. T. Crothers: | always do. number of complaints received from State Government

The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: Itis only worth whatyou pay €Mployees has also increased. At page 7 he states:
for it. He may cast his mind back to the time of my predeces- Inlastyear’s annual report| discussed atlength the implications
sor who always declined to give legal advice in the Chambel©r the Public Service efficiency and effectiveness of poor manage-
and for the quite obvious reason that, if you give legal advictg'em practices. It is suggested that the poor morale arising out of

' ! uch practices could do much to cancel any benefits to be obtained
not knowing all the facts, something may well come back tahrough enterprise bargaining.

Eaunt you..t It |sha hy{)hotthetllcal caset.hl coﬂdtﬁa&rl]y say thballf:note that Mr Collis suggested one solution to deal with the
ecause 1t Is nypothetical, even though the honourabiy,;q g problems of the public sector, that is, the formation
member was reflecting as he rode in a taxi past the trafﬂgé a committee. That committee could comprise union

lights, and therefore was not a person liable to be prosecute presentation, representation from the Employee Ombuds-
if he was a passenger— man and perhaps representation from various departmental

The Hon. T. Crothers: | might be if | had said to the paggs. My questions to the Minister are:
driver, ‘lgnore that, keep going. _ 1. In light of the most recent annual report by the
The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: - The passenger in those gmployee Ombudsman is the Minister prepared to form such

circumstances would not be a foil for the driver. The driverg committee to oversight public sector enterprise bargaining
could not blame the passenger. Some people do like to blamgq industrial relations?

back seat drivers, but in this instance | do not think the 2 | note that after the recent election the Premier

honourable member can gain much comfort from that, qn0sed a number of changes to the public sector, including
Nevertheless | will have a good look at the question raisedy e amalgamation of certain departments. Will the Minister
If there is a way of providing information without giving  getail how these changes will cure the current problems
advice— within the public sector or are further changes planned for
The Hon. T. Crothers: The cameras can be wired in with pyplic sector employees in this State?
the lights so that if they malfunction— The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: Everybody would like more
The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: I am not the Minister respon- resources when the number of contacts goes up. It happens
sible for red light cameras, but | will refer the question to theright across the public sector and one has to try to set some
appropriate authorities. If it is possible to bring back a replypriorities and put them into perspective. In relation to the
I will do so. Employee Ombudsman, whilst | am not familiar with the
content of his report, if issues need to be addressed and they
EMPLOYEE OMBUDSMAN involve resources, their priority has to be assessed by the
_ relevant department or Minister and ultimately by the whole
The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS:| seek leave to make a brief of Government in respect of the claims on the budget. If the
explanation before asking the Attorney-General, representingumber of contacts is increasing, a number of questions are
the MInIS'[er for Adm|n|strat|ve Sel'vices and MInIS'[eI’ for raised: for examp|e’ hOW many Of the contacts are estabhshed
Information Services, a question on the Employee Ombudsyg pe of substance?
man’s Annual Report 1996-97. The Hon. R.R. Roberts interjecting:
Leave granted. The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: Well, we have a number of
The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS: In his annual report the agencies of Government—the Equal Opportunity Commis-
Employee Ombudsman, Mr Gary Collis, highlights some ofsioner, the Ombudsman, and the courts themselves—where
the problems associated with the public sector. In particulagontacts are frequently made, sometimes through inquiries,
Mr Collis highlights certain developments he views as nokometimes by way of a complaint, but ultimately they
being encouraging for the position of industrial relations incrystallise into matters which can be substantiated. The
this State. For example, he highlights the number of telenumber which can be substantiated frequently is a very small
phone calls and the content of calls made to his office lagroportion of the contacts which are originally made. | am not
year. These numbers have tended to increase with 3 13ggesting that that is the case with contacts made with the
contacts being made in 1996-97 compared with 2 164 iEmployee Ombudsman. Those issues need to be addressed
1995-96 and 1 222 in 1994-95. He goes on to say: by the appropriate Minister who, | am sure, would not be
Part of this increase is probably due to this office becoming betteparticularly persuaded to form yet another committee.
known, which is good, and part may also be due to the increasinglowever, without pre-empting his response, | will ensure that
numbers of enterprise agreements being negotiated, which is al$fose issues are referred to the Minister and that a reply is
encouraging. provided.
However, of concern to Mr Collis is the number of contacts
concerning various forms of unfair or inappropriate manage- INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
ment practices, which continue to increase, particularly such
practices as underpayment of wages. Complaints on this issue The Hon. T.G. CAMERON: | seek leave to make a brief
have nearly doubled since 1996-97 compared with thexplanation before asking the Treasurer, representing the
previous year; discrimination has increased by 75 per cenBremier, a question about the results of a recent survey of
harassment and victimisation has increased by more than &puth Australian information technology leaders with regard
per cent; and redundancy related issues have increased byt¢3he Government’s IT vision.
per cent. Leave granted.
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The Hon. T.G. CAMERON: In a recent survey, 15 of GOVERNMENT CHARGES
South Australia’s information technology leaders branded the
Government’s IT vision for South Australia an abject failure.  The Hon. T. CROTHERS: | seek leave to make a
The survey is part of a report by the South Australian Centr@recied statement before asking the Treasurer, representing
for Economic Studies commissioned by three Governmerthe Minister for Local Government, a question about garbage
agencies. It details industry anger at secrecy surrounding tfellection and other related Government charges.
nine year EDS deal to manage Government computer needs. The Hon. L.H. Davis interjecting:
The computer chiefs condemn the excessive secrecy sur- The PRESIDENT: Order!
rounding the $565 million EDS contract with the State Leave granted.
Government, complaining that it has set back many local The Hon. T. CROTHERS: The subject of a user pays
companies. They say that the secrecy prevents accurate stughrbage collection has recently attracted much general
of the impact on jobs and local industry. interest in the community. By and large this has been brought

One business chief said that Government related businedgout by a floated proposal that has apparently emanated
had dried up completely since the deal was signed in 1994f0m Recycle 2000. A representative of the LGA, when
The report dismisses as fanciful claims that South AustraligPProached, said that if the proposal is taken up it would,
is the nation’s IT capital, and it says that the industry has nofirst. cut local government rates by up to $130 per annum.
undergone a massive job spurt. Furthermore, Government The timing of the release of this proposal has been
plans for a world class industry in some sectors are labelletgceived by the wider South Australian community with, it
‘organisationally absurd’, export assistance is deemed novould appear, considerable anger. Many letters have
existent, and handling of a scheme for bills to be paid fronfPPeared in newspapers condemning the very thought of such
home computers is called ‘a total farce’. My questions are Proposal. People have indicated to me that their belief is

i . . _thatitis a John the Baptist proposal. Indeed, they have further
noI%). W;g;zgr;regist%gnrsestﬁg?dthtg tg%\;g‘;ﬂrr;nglo?asiﬂsindicated that it seems to be the current norm for governments
9y : . . 81t all levels (local, State or Federal) to proceed ever further
overseas firms when buying products, that there is n p the track of collecting tax by stealth
evidence of Ioca! investment b_y EDS, and their rejection o First, they say that the Brown Goverhment instigated the
Government claims that multinational companies such a8a ’

. . . al -Up Of tlle Torrens VaIIey catc ent area by ilIIpOSi g
EDS are transferrir g skills to South Australia? Tl ey argue I vy It holds ted in that area. T ytI int

in fact, that.the.revers.e Is true. out that the Howard Federal Liberal Government introduced
2. Considering the importance tha'g the OI:_;en_Governmerg weapons buy-back scheme which was also funded by a so-
has placed on the development of IT mdusmes in the State'gjled levy imposed on the State’s taxpayers. Now people say
economy, will the Treasurer please explain what steps af@at the proposed $2.40 rubbish collection charge is just the
being taken to address the criticisms raised in this damningtest in the tax by stealth for Government revenue scheme.
survey? They ask why we cannot adopt the German system of rubbish
The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: | am happy to take advice on the collection: that is, to make the people who by and large are
honourable member’s questions and bring back a reply. responsible for the production of the bulk of rubbish respon-
sible for the collection of same.
PASSENGER TRANSPORT BOARD In Germany, by law, [arge supermarkets are forced to
provide different and varying receptacles for rubbish deposit.
The Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES: |seek leave to make The German Government's rationale for this, as stated in the

a brief explanation before asking the Minister for Transporiarliament, is said to be that it is food and beverage produc-

and Urban Planning a question about the Passenger Transp®f§ Who produce the bulk of the nation’s hard to dispose of
Board. rubbish. Can you imagine that position occurring here? Fancy

S what might happen if the proprietors of our print media were
Members interjecting: . made responsible for the collection and reprocessing of all the
The PRESIDENT: Order! Itis hard to hear. printed material they produce: newspapers, magazines,
Leave granted. journals, periodicals, etc. My questions to the Minister are:
The Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES: | note that late last 1. Given that South Australia is rapidly running out of
year there was an advertisement calling for applications fowaste disposal dumps, what progress is the Government
the position of Executive Director of the Passenger Transpoffaking on the rectification of this large and looming

Board. The closing date for applications wasProblem? .
19 December 1997. My questions are: 2. Whatis the Government’s view on the German method

. waste collection and disposal? Does it support this system
1. What progress has been made to date regarding ttg(% oppose it? If it does not support it, why not?

- ASN
filling of 'the poslltllon. . . ) 3. Does the Government support tax by stealth policies?

2. Wil the Minister outline the process for the interview, 4. poes the Government support the Recycle 2000
selection and appointment? proposal of a $2.40 charge for the collection of household

The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: The General Manager is rubbish?
appointed by and to the Passenger Transport Board. That is 5. With the reduction in the delivery of health, education
specifically provided for under the Act. Therefore, the fiveand other Government services to the people of this State,
member Passenger Transport Board has been in charge of thall the Government consider dropping to a lower level the
process. | understand that three members of the board wecarrent taxes and levies that it imposes on the State’s
part of the six member interviewing panel. | will have to seektaxpayers?
further information on the progress that has been made to The Hon. R.Il. LUCAS: | will refer the honourable
date.
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member’s questions to the Minister and bring back a replyparticularly since the introduction of gaming machines, and
it is those negative social and economic costs which are very
much the flipside of the Government revenue that gambling
brings in.
MATTERS OF INTEREST _ Closer to horr_le, studies in New _South Wal_es bear 0L_1t t_he
link between crime and compulsive gambling, and it is
referred to in research carried out by Professor Blacyzcinski
and others, and referred to in a research paper ‘Who’s
Holding the Aces’ published late last year. Professor
(placyzcinski examined a control group of 115 problem
g‘amblers in New South Wales and found that 58.3 per cent
of the group admitted to a gambling-related offence and that
22.6 per cent had been convicted of or charged with such an
] offence directly related to their gambling problem.

The Hon. NICK XFTNOPHON' | hope you won! . | refer members to similar United States studies which

The PRESIDENT: Order! A comment like that is indicate that individuals charged with gambling-related
guaranteed to take 30 seconds off the honourable membegences by and large have not been in the courts previously.
speaking time! _ Generally, they are people with exemplary records who have

The Hon. NICK XENOPHON:  Thank you, Sir. In  ,med to criminal behaviour as a result of problem gam-
particular, | would like to inform members of studies both in bling—a problem that these individuals did not have before

Austra_lia and the_ Unite_d States which clearly link compulsive_the aggressive expansion of gambling opportunities in their
gambling and crime with a consequent cost, both economig,| community.

and social, to the community as a whole. The overwhelming
expert evidence indicates that where there is an increase i
gambling losses, particularly with electronic gaming ma-

GAMBLING

The Hon. NICK XENOPHON: | am sure members
would be most disappointed if, on the first occasion | have t
speak on a matter of interest, | did not speak on the issue
gambling.

Members interjecting:

The authors also point out statistics that bear out hidden
sts in terms of damage to families and children. The
X - > ) authors report that in Central City, Colorado, there was a six-
chines, there is a corresponding increase in levels of probleg 4 jncrease in child protection cases notified in the year
gambling and, with it, increased levels of crime. after casinos arrived. The State Attorney for Deadwood,

Professor Robert Goodman of the University ofgqyih Dakota, cited a similar increase in the year after
Massachusetts, in his bodke Luck Businesan indictment  -aqinos were introduced in his jurisdiction.

of the US gambling industry (and | have provided a copy to
the Treasurer to read and, hopefully, he is not using it as g,

coffee coaster), had this to say about the link betweelihey point out that it may be because Governments are

gambling and crime: reluctant to investigate a politically problematic area of

Problem gamblers often declare bankruptcy. Those who do payoncern where they have a dependence on revenues from
what they owe may get their money through criminal activities suc}lgamb“ng

as writing bad cheques, engaging in fraud, embezzling money fro
their em&oyers, q gaging g y The consensus amongst State Governments may be that

He does on to sav: it will cost too much to engage in such comprehensive
g' ) '”y. . . research, but to that | say that this Government cannot afford
Criminal activities translate into economic losses to thosengt tg engage in such research so that the people of this State

victimised and into increased costs to the taxpayers who process t - L -
people who commit the crimes through the courts and gaols. Th An engage in a spirited debate as to the true cost of gambling

public also bears a cost of increased insurance premiums &8 OUr community.
insurance companies pay claims resulting from fraud or theft by
gamblers and then pass those costs on to their policy holders.

Professor Goodman quotes Professor Henry Lesieur, of the PLAYFORD PROMS CONCERT

University of Nevada, who reported in 1987 that pathological ) . .
gamblers in the US were responsible for $US1.3 billion of _ The Hon. J.S.L. DAWKINS: | wish to speak briefly
out the inaugural Playford Proms concert which was

insurance-related fraud each year. Professor Goodman ) s
y g conducted by the Elizabeth-Munno Para Uniting Church

on to say: e - .

Exam?;ing the combined costs which are produced by th arish in the Great Hall of the Elizabeth City Centre on
behaviour of problem gamblers, including bankruptcies, fraudSaturday 14 February, Valentines Day.
embezzlement, unpaid debts and increased criminal justice expenses, The Hon. T.G. Cameron: | missed it.

researchers have arrived at yearly estimates of how much these The Hon. J.S.L. DAWKINS: It was a good show, Terry.
people cost the rest of society. This successful event was based on the famous Proms
Estimates of the yearly average combined private and publiconcerts held in London. It also served as a means of
costs range from $20 000 to $30 000, with some studieselebrating the recent amalgamation of the cities of Elizabeth
talking about $52 000 per problem gambler. Professoand Munno Para to form the City of Playford. | was pleased
Goodman in his studies arrived at a much more conservative represent the Premier at this function, which attracted more
estimate of $US13 200 per problem gambler per year.  than 600 patrons, including his Excellency the Governor and
If members accept conservative statistics that there arleady Neal, and the members for Elizabeth and Napier in
some 7 000 problem gamblers in this State, that coulénother place.
potentially add up to an enormous cost to our community. | A welcome was extended by the Mayor of Playford, Mrs
do not know whether the figures cited by Professor GoodmamMarilyn Baker, and the wide-ranging program was in the
are applicable to Australia—whether they too low or toohands of Dr Gordon Greig as master of ceremonies. The
high—but | do know that there is a distinct lack of inform- program initially featured the South Australian Police Choir
ation in this State as to the costs of problem gambling(conducted by Ray Kidney) and soloists Norma Knight and

The researchers also complain that there is a lack of
search on the issue of gambling and crime in Australia, and
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Robert Angove. The respective accompanists were Jennifeespite the beach’s being full of families trying to escape the
Chapman and Malcolm Day. heat. One Henley Beach resident told my office that the noise
Other individual performers included harmonicist Kim from jet skis is so loud that it even penetrates the brick walls
Van Dokkum, who was accompanied by his wife, Brendapf her home. Itis unacceptable that the safety and enjoyment
and young pianist Edward Ananian-Cooper. The Proms alsof the majority of beach users is being destroyed by a few
featured performances by the Norwood Symphony Orchestigelfish and reckless hoons.
condu_cted b_y David Re_id and _Ied by Erica Lewis, and the The operation of jet skis is currently covered by the
Adelaide Plains Male Voice Choir—and | was pleased t0 heafy, rh oy and Navigation Act 1993 which sets a speed limit
them because | live on the Adelaide Plains—under the bato

f Don Bub ied by Mariorie Lush and | O four knots for boats and jet skis within 30 metres of a
orDon Bubner, accompanied by Marjorie Lush and compleyarson in the water. Riders of jet skis must be over the age of
mented by the voice of soprano Patricia Herbert.

. ) .16 years, hold a boat licence and wear a life jacket, and the
The evening came to a close with a memorable combine,

. ; -Craft must be registered.

performance by the orchestra, choirs and soloists. This i ) _
concluded with spirited community singing of Elgar's ‘Land ~ Jet skis are not toys: they are powerful machines which
of Hope and Glory’ and W.Dudley Messenger’s fangeinsize from 60 horsepower to 130 horsepower, weigh
‘Australand’. At this point, Mayor Baker's prediction that the Up to 200 kilograms and reach speeds of 120 km/h. Currently,
roof would be lifted by the assembled voices seemed clogere 850 licensed jet skis in South Australia—150 more than
to fruition. last year. This summer, water police have already cautioned

The significant proceeds of the evening were dividednore than 40 jet skiers, with fines ranging from $27 to $57.
between two worthy organisations: the Playford Inter-churciFarly last year, in a Question on Notice, | asked the Minister
Council Secondary Schools Ministry and, secondly, thdor Transport and Urban Planning if the Government would
Northern Regional Hospice Support Group which includede prepared to consider introducing legislation to ensure jet
representatives of the Modbury and Lyell McEwin Hospitals,Sk' by-laws were _made consistent for all seaside councils. In
the Gawler Health Service and the Barossa Hospice Group€r reply the Minister stated:
Cheques were presented to both organisations by his Excel- The Hon. Diana Laidlaw interjecting:

lency. .
- The Hon. T.G. CAMERON: | am looking forward to
| congratulate Mr Barrie Frick, who proposed the Concem_egislation coming forward on jet skis, Minister. You did such

of the Playford Proms and then persuaded his fellow me d iob on the last ¢ nh v the Minist
bers of the Elizabeth-Munno Para Uniting Church to suppogtg%%_ Job onthe fast one for me. In her reply the Minister

this worthy initiative. The Proms could not have eventuate
and become such a success without many months of prepara- The issue of uniform legislation will be canvassed by the
tion by Mr Frick and his team of helpers, including Dr Greig, Department of Transport's Marine Safety Section and seaside and
Helen Baker and Val Driver. The support of Peter Lee of theiver councils through the Local Government Association, together
; ; ol i .- \vith the Jet Boat Sporting Association, and other interested parties
E(!é?beth ?'tﬁ/ Cer_‘”e managemlent ;Nashcrumalfln mlakl_n s part of ongoing consultation over the use of jet skis, restricted
est use of the unique venue only a few hours after closingreas and the like.
time on a busy Saturday.

The success of the evening was also assisted by the effoAs far as | can determine, the issue of uniform legislation is
of the Elizabeth Park scouts and guides as well as locatill being canvassed. Thedvertiserecently carried a story
members of St John. This function was a great example ofhich quoted Mr John Mathwin, Chairman, Metropolitan
what can be achieved when community groups, locaBeaside Councils Committee, as stating:

government and businesses work together. ... new legislation limiting jet skis is needed in time for next

summer. We want speeds reduced, a review of their use in the
shallows and have designated areas where they are banned and where

JET SKIS they can be used. We have to get strong legislation with teeth in it
so we can do something about this.

The Hon. T.G. CAMERON: Before | begin my speech, . . . .
I would like to place on the record my appreciation to theln the interest of public safety the Minister, after consultation

Transport Minister for following up my questions on blood with the Department of Transport, t_he Local Government
tests regarding my son. In all my discussions with thefssociation and the Jet Boat Sporting Association should
Minister, the issues were never health or cost. The fact thgonsider: the introduction of uniform legislation for all

the Opposition can raise a matter with a Minister in this plac&aside councils on the use of jet skis; restricting the use of
which is followed up with draft legislation has restored my€t Skis to designated zones at suburban beaches; introducing
faith in democracy. compulsory education programs for jet skis drivers; requiring

Mr President, over the summer months my office has beel€t Ski owners to take out third party insurance; limits on jet
inundated with telephone calls and letters from constituent§k'|.n(.)'Se ?tmhlssmnrst;ba ?ﬁnsbet cugew f(t)”fe_lt_Sk'S; a“;?' aNr|1e§1V|er
complaining of the anti-social behaviour of some jet ski riderd?©'/CIN OF the Sport by the Department of Transport s Marine

on our suburban beaches. The complaints received incluggafety Section.
underage people using jet skis; jet skiers speeding within It is becoming more and more obvious that self regulation
metres of children swimming; jet skiers acting in a dangerousy jet ski riders is not working and it is now time that we had
and reckless manner; jet skiers failing to wear life jackets, akegislation on this matter. If legislation is not introduced, |
required by law; jet skis being unregistered; and the excessifear that someone is going to be seriously injured or killed.
noise of jet skis disturbing other beach users and nearbyask the Minister to bring to bear on this issue the same
residents. compassion she did on the last matter she sorted out for me
Only this morning | received a complaint about jet skisand perhaps we will have some legislation covering this
being used until 9 p.m. last night, | think at Henley Beach,matter before next summer.
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CYPRIOT COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION Finally, in offering my warmest congratulations to the
President of the Cypriot community in South Australia,
The Hon. J.F. STEFANI: Today | wish to speak about Dr Paul Toumazos, and to all the Cypriot people on the
the Greek Cypriot community of South Australia, which isfiftieth anniversary celebrations commemorating the
celebrating the fiftieth anniversary of the foundation of thefoundation of their association, | take the opportunity to
Cyprus Community Association. When we speak abouexpress my sincere hope that one day freedom, justice and
Cyprus and its people we are speaking about a country whigbheace will return to Cyprus and its people.
prides itself on being the living continuation of one of the

world’s most ancient civilisations. Like Australia, Cyprus GREEK COMMUNITY TRIBUNE
was created many millions of years ago, in the depths of a )
great ocean, the remnants of which constitute the Mediter- The Hon. CARMEL ZOLLO: | rise to offer my

ranean, Caspian Sea and the Black Sea. Cyprus is the thig@ngratulations tdParikiako Vima on the occasion of its
largest island in the Mediterranean, covering about 5 70fpurth anniversaryParikiako Vima—the Greek Community
square kilometres, which is somewhat larger than Kangaro®fibune—is the only Greek newspaper printed in South
Island. Australia. The paper is produced monthly in Renmark and
The early Greek Cypriot migration to Australia, before thecirculated widely not only in the Riverland but through the
Second World War, was not par[icu|ar|y |arge. The Censusé@{hO'G of South Australia, and also in Victoria and New South
record fewer than 10 Cypriots in 1881, about 30 in 1911; 50(Vales. Last Saturday evening | had the pleasure of represent-
in 1933; and 700 in 1947. After this time Greek Cyprioting the Hon. Mike Rann, the Leader of the Opposition, at the
immigration began to increase quite rapidly and 5 800 arrivegelebrations organised at the Renmark Hotel.
in 1954; 10 700 in 1966; 22 000 in 1976; 24 000 in 1986; and The evening was also designated to raise funds for the
about 26 000 in 1987. Renmark Paringa District Hospital Inc. hostel units and | am
The larger scale post-war Cypriot migration to Australiapleased to say that in the space of half an hour over $1 000
is closely linked to civil tension and disturbances in Cyprugwas raised in just the raffle alone. The event, attended by over
itself. We are all aware of the immense sufferings endured b50 people, was so popular that ticket sales had to close
the Greek Cypriot people caused through the forced occup&everal weeks in advance. The evening was a great success
tion of Cyprus by the Turkish forces. For more than 23 yearavith support for the evening coming from as far afield as
now the Turkish troops have divided Cyprus and haveVictoria with a whole busload coming over to enjoy South
occupied more than 37 per cent of the island. Many GreeRustralia's Riverland, as well as a bus from Adelaide. The
Cypriots have been killed and thousands have been woundegiening was so successful that locals are now considering
the fate of many of those taken prisoner is still unknownmaking it an annual three-day festival, providing the oppor-
Hundreds of thousands have been evicted from their home#inity for many people to enjoy the Riverland.
causing them to become refugees in their own country. Evenings like Saturday night are important community
During my visit to Cyprus in 1995 | became much moreevents which recognise the significant role that the media
aware of the heartbreak and suffering of the Cypriot peopl@lays in our lives. As the only Greek language newspaper
who live in the hope of returning to their homes, their villagesprinted in South Australia—and now a colour newspaper at
and their churches. that—the paper is a very influential one and plays an
I was deeply moved when | visited the Green Line, whichimportant role in the dissemination of information to its many
divides Cyprus; the Famagusta Gate and the Freedoneaders. However, the evening was also an important one
Memorial monument dedicated to those who fought forbecause the opportunity was taken to support multicultural-
freedom. | met with a group of refugees from Kyerinia, a cityism and denounce racism. This follows a recent visit to the
now occupied by the Turks. | shared their anguish andRiverland by that Federal MP who is able singularly to divide
sufferings as they talked to me about their experiences g¥ople and raise passions by her one or two short sentences
refugees. Therefore, | feel privileged that, during Februaryf inarticulate gasps of nonsense.
this year, | was able to share with many of my friends within ~ We all know from our history that democracy was started
the South Australian Greek Cypriot community, the import-in Ancient Greece and | found on Saturday evening that
ance of the fiftieth anniversary celebrations of the foundatiofisreek Australians are not shy about voicing their disgust at
of the Cypriot Community Centre in Adelaide. | was the racist utterances of certain individuals and groups of
especially honoured to be sharing the fiftieth anniversarpeople. The people of Renmark articulated that they would
celebrations because | have developed a very strong persoti@ve no such nonsense and were happy to reaffirm their
bond with many Cypriot people and because | share thetommitment to multiculturalism and to celebrate our ethnic
deep feelings about the oppressive invasion of their belovediversity. TheGreek Community Tribunis an example of
homeland, which | was privileged to visit. multiculturalism as a reality of Australian life. It is significant
Since the early arrival of the Cypriot people in Southto note that the newspaper was established and is published
Australia, they have accepted the challenges of starting a neww Renmark. Renmark is a microcosm of the diversity of our
life in a new country and, at the same time, they have builsociety. Many communities are represented in the Riverland,
a strong community spirit, enhancing the social, cultural andhcluding Greek, Italian, Turkish, Sikh and more. They make
religious life of other fellow South Australians. In paying important contributions to the economic well-being and social
tribute to the contributions made by the Cypriot people to thdabric of our society.
development of our State, | would like to say that they have It was a very enjoyable and happy evening with local
never forgotten their motherland—Cyprus—a beautifulcommunity organisations benefiting from the funds raised.
country which will always remain in the hearts of the Cypriot| congratulate the Editor, Peter Ppiros, who is the driving
community and which today is represented in our diversdorce behind this community newspaper. | also commend his
multicultural society through the culture, language andccomments on the night. He stated the importance of the
history of its people. successful example of Australians, regardless of their
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backgrounds, working side by side, harmoniously andetween 55 and 64 to nearly 20 per cent for 35 to 44-year-
productively. Once again, happy birthd&@garikiako Vima olds. Aboriginal defendants were more likely to have a prior
conviction of any type—86 per cent compared with 60 per
DRINK DRIVING cent for non-Aboriginals—and prior convictions for drink
driving 35 per cent compared with 19 per cent for non-
The Hon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER: As many of you Aborigina| defendants.
would know, | have served for at least four years on the The PRESIDENT: Order! The honourable member's
Policy Committee for Transport with the Minister from this jme has expired.
place, Hon. Diana Laidlaw, and as such | have some interest
in the drink driving report which was issued late last year by VEGETATION CLEARANCE
Transport South Australia’s office. | thought some of the
statistics that evolved from that report were worth discussing The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS:| rise to bring to the attention
briefly today. of the Council a problem that is occurring in the Nelshaby
| note that most of the statistics report on the offencesand Telowie area as an ongoing sequel to the set-up for
finalised in the Magistrates Court of South Australia to theprivatisation of ETSA. There has always been a passionate
end of 1995, even though the report was not issued untdebate about the clearance of vegetation under powerlines.
1997, and in fact came across my desk on 22 December 199Qver a number of years | have been involved in discussions
I am at a loss to know why the most recent statistics are twavith constituents concerned about trees which they had

years old by the time we got them. lovingly planted and nurtured, which were getting to a certain
The Hon. Carolyn Pickles: They are from the Police height, but which were to be bollarded by ETSA.
Department? Members would realise that the regulations have recently

The Hon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER: Fromthe Adelaide been changed with respect to vegetation clearance from, |
Magistrates Court. Some 16.4 per cent of cases finalised ipelieve, four metres from the powerlines to seven metres
the Adelaide Magistrates Court for that year were drinkfrom the powerlines. | raised questions in this place some 12
driving offences. Men were involved in 85.5 per cent ofto 18 months ago when it was revealed that ETSA was
those, and the majority were younger men—67.5 per certhanging the legislation so that it could get rid of workers.
were less than 35 years old and 86.4 per cent were less thahese workers basically came from country areas and their
45 years old. Aborigines were over-represented as drinfull-time vegetation clearance jobs were to ensure that we did
drivers compared to their incidence in the population. The1ot have another Ash Wednesday.
majority of cases involved only one charge. However, again, Recently, residents in the Telowie and Nelshaby area
male drink drivers were more likely than women to be facingawoke to the roaring sounds of a group called Hydro Axe,
more than one charge. Twenty per cent of those convictedhich was engaged in vegetation clearance. What we found
had had a prior drink driving conviction within the past five was that native vegetation, including at least 50-year-old
years and recidivists were again more likely to be male antullock bush and native pines, was being scrunched to the
more likely to be aged between 25 and 34. ground. | am advised that Hydro Axe is a Victorian company

It became clear from the report that legislation andwhich did some work in the South-East, and | am informed
enforcement of drink driving counter-measures have beethat there were great outcries by the residents in the South-
positive. Over the 10 years since 1987 the proportion oEast about the operations of Hydro Axe.
drivers with blood alcohol levels greater than .08 per cent fell Mr Davis, a well-respected resident of the area, has said
by 72 per cent and the proportion of drivers who had beethat he observed very closely what was going on and said that
drinking fell by 54 per cent. So there is little argument thatin some areas only about a metre of the vegetation needed to
the measures that are being taken are successful. Howevbke removed to maintain what he believed was the mandatory
drink driving is still a problem. The problem that | saw seven metre clearance. What is happening out there is that
particularly was with repeat offenders. Each year approxithis Hydro Axe comes out, it hovers above the tree and is
mately 460 drivers are referred by the courts to the Soutthen lowered down like a mulcher and mulches it into the
Australian Driver Assessment Clinic because they havground, throwing debris, stones and so on in all directions.
recorded two offences at least within three years. We do not The residents have complained bitterly to their local
have a clear understanding of the characteristics of repeatember. They went to their local member, Rob Kerin, and
drink drivers, but according to the report a picture is begincomplained about what was taking place. They pointed out
ning to emerge. to him that they had never had this problem in the past and

Approximately six in 10 cases involved defendants withthat they had been told that he would have the matter stopped
a prior conviction for at least one offence of drink driving or immediately and that no further work would be done there
a previous conviction of another type. Almost one in fiveuntil such time as he and the residents had had a meeting. So
defendants had been convicted of at least one drink drivinthe residents went back to their respective homes, sat down
charge within the past five years; 18.5 per cent had beeand had a cup of coffee and rang around and said, ‘It's all
convicted on one or more drug charges; over half had bedmeen stopped. You can relax. It's going to be fixed. No work
convicted on one or more non-drink driving charges; andwill be carried on.
significantly again, a higher percentage were male drivers However, while they were supping their cups of tea they
who had a prior conviction of any type—64 per cent—andooked out and observed that the dust and stones were still
prior drink driving convictions—21 per cent. This comparesflying. So a call was made to the local member’s office again.
with 11 per cent for females. They were assured not to worry because it was all in hand,

Defendants aged 25 to 34 years were more likely to havéhat a meeting would fix it up, that no further work would
a prior conviction for drink driving. The percentage of take place. One constituent was not happy with that, con-
defendants for a previous drink driving conviction in anytacted ETSA and complained bitterly, only to be told, ‘| don’t
other age group ranged from 9.3 per cent for drivers ageknow what you are worrying about. This is being done with
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the full compliance of the local member. He named theit, although | believe it was an important piece of legislation.
member and said that it was Mr Rob Kerin, and in fact said|n its original form the Bill was defeated in the Upper House
‘He is the person who signed the vegetation clearanceand it lapsed following a conference which could not come
Mr President, you can imagine that my constituents are mos$t an agreement, and the Bill was laid aside in April 1993.
concerned. In September of that year the Bill was reintroduced and
| was also approached by another resident who, some thrgassed with amendment. The original Bill sought to enable
years ago, had a problem with vegetation clearance and | w&outh Australia to enter into a scheme for the mutual
able to assist and intervene on her behalf to get a sensibiecognition of regulatory standards for goods and occupations
outcome with respect to some clearance of trees and theithin Australia. The original Bill's principal aim was to
bollarding of her trees to ensure that they were saved. It hagmove artificial interstate barriers to trade in goods and
never been a problem. Under the new scheme she has bewmnbility of labour caused by regulatory differences across the
told that her trees will be bollarded to a metre above thé\ustralian States and Territories. This Bill arose from an
ground. She complained again. She wrote to me and went tigreement at the Special Premiers’ Conference in 1990, and
her local member (this is not a Party political thing) and wasan intergovernmental agreement on mutual recognition,
advised by the local member that she ought to be very carefuthich was signed in 1992. | guess one could say that in many
about this, because what may well happen is that on a hot oespects this is a companion to national competition policy.
windy day ETSA would probably switch off the power in her It is interesting that, when that Bill was debated in
area and make it widely known that the reason the power waRarliament, in opposing the Bill in its original form the Hon.
off in that area (and you can imagine what that would be likeTrevor Griffin, who was then the shadow Attorney-General,
on a 41 degree day) was that this particular constituent woulstated:
not allow them to come in and flatten their growth. This is  The benefits which are going to arise from this package have
another example of the suffering of people in country areabeen substantially exaggerated. It seems to me that it is going to
at the hands of this Government as it sets up ETSA folncrease bureaucracy in many respects.
privatisation, as it has been doing for the past two or thre¢refer there tdHansardof 21 April 1993 on page 1972. The
years; and obviously the problems will only get worse. original Bill was defeated because of the perception amongst
the then members of the Opposition, now the Government,
that it would lower standards across Australia. | well
remember that, during the debate in the House of Assembly
and the subsequent conference, one prominent member of the
Opposition who is now no longer in the Parliament com-
AUDITOR-GENERAL'S REPORT mented that South Australia should be different from the
other States because we were not derived from convict stock,
The Hon. R.I. LUCAS (Treasurer): | move: unlike people in New South Wales and presumably
That the report of the Auditor-General 1996-97 be noted. Tasmania. The Hon. Trevor Griffin said at that time
In moving this motion | indicate that this has been the new(Hansard 30 April 1993):
practice that we have adopted in recent years as a result of the The Liberal Party wants to put South Australians first: it does not
early delivery of the budget in May and therefore thewant to become part of an amorphous mass of lowest common
discussions of the Estimates Committees in June or Jul enominator standards across Australia. That is what this Bill will
whenever that happens to be. The Auditor-General’'s Report . )
is not available at that time, and this will be an opportunity,/~n @mended Bill was eventually passed in September 1993.
together with the extended Question Time we had last weeK € Bill that was then passed was similar to the original Bill,
for any member on each of the remaining Wednesdays of tr%t with an amendment moved by the Hon. Trevor Griffin

session—or indeed coming sessions if they wish—to spe atimposed a sunset clause for the legislation to end on the

at length and in detail on any aspect of the Auditor-General&th anniversary of the day fixed in the Commonwealth Act.
Report. So, the very reason that we are here today debating the

removal of that clause was because of the amendment then
The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY secured the adjournment of moved by the Hon. Trevor Griffin in 1993. I do not think |

the debate. could let the opportunity go; it is rather a pity that the Hon.
Trevor Griffin is not here because, given those comments he
MUTUAL RECOGNITION (SOUTH AUSTRALIA) made in the Bill that he had great concerns about this measure
(EXTENSION OF OPERATION) AMENDMENT and that he thought the benefits would be overstated, perhaps
BILL he should now provide the Parliament with an account about
whether the concerns he expressed back in 1993 were ever
Adjourned debate on second reading. realised.
(Continued from 24 February. Page 384.) | doubt that they were, because the Office of Regulation

Review, which undertook a preliminary assessment of mutual
The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: The Opposition supports recognition in January 1997, found that the scheme appeared
this Bill, which extends the sunset clause provision over théo be working reasonably well and had achieved its primary
Mutual Recognition Act until 30 June 1999. | will make somegoal of removing regulatory barriers to the movement of
comments in relation to this Bill. First, in relation to its people in registered occupations and the interstate trade in
background, the Mutual Recognition Bill was introduced ingoods. The review also recognised that the scheme had
Parliament by the Arnold Government in March 1993, andbrought about a significant increase in mobility. So, contrary
I well remember speaking to that Bill. Indeed | think that | to the negative expectations of the Liberal Party, the review
was the only member in the House of Assembly apart fronfound that the process had actually contributed to the
the shadow Treasurer and the Premier who actually spoke alevelopment of national standards in a range of sectors. The



Wednesday 25 February 1998 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 419

review also found that the scheme did not appear to have From some of my reading there have been some interest-
resulted in the sale of goods with an unacceptably lowng attempts at exemptions. | am told the ACT is looking to
standards. request an exemption to a battery caged hen legislation
Even though we may not have been derived from convicproposal they have where they want to ban the sale of eggs
stock like those in other States, it appears that we can worroduced from hens kept in battery cages. Clearly some
with people in other States to try to get one national economimembers in the ACT want to support it. There may be some
market. The point | made when this Bill was being debatednembers in the Labor Party or the Democrats in South
back in 1993 was that if the people from Europe, from aAustralia who want to support legislation like that.
number of different countries, different languages and One of the issues is that under mutual recognition one
different social customs, with many having fought each otheneeds to seek exemptions to move such pieces of legislation
in wars down the years, could get together and agree on thegethe States or Territories. | would be interested in the
sort of things, we should be able to do the same thing imttorney’s view on the legal status of what options remain for
Australia. sovereign States and Territories to make decisions in relation
That is what has happened. The review appears to hate what they want to do. If they want to ban eggs produced
found that the mutual recognition scheme has workedh a certain way or whatever, is it the role and responsibility
reasonably well. The Office of Regulation felt that by of the mutual recognition legislation and those who support
creating a national market, mutual recognition creates nevt, like the Hon. Mr Holloway, to indicate that they should
opportunities for business by increasing competition andhot? Maybe it is sensible. | do not proffer a view. The Hon.
reducing business costs, which it believed would lead to #r Holloway clearly has a view that, if the mutual recogni-
more dynamic and expansive economy and lift Australia’dion legislation holds sway, as he supports, if somebody in a
competitiveness. The experience is that mutual recognitioState or Territory would like to ban eggs produced in a
is working well and has achieved its objectives despite theertain way—
concerns the Hon. Trevor Griffin expressed back in 1993 The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting:
when he added the sunset clause. The Opposition is quite The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: His view would be that if the
happy to support the extension of the sunset clause so thgajority view is that they should not, the individual State or
processes of mutual recognition can continue to the economigerritory should not be able to make that sort of decision. It
benefit of this country. raises the issue raised by the Premier and the Hon. Mr Elliott
) of State sovereignty. It raises the issue of the NCC (National
_The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: | supportthe second reading. competition Council) and the ACCC and their roles and the
Itis at this stage simply an extension of the sunset clause @f5, ;e of whether or not we should be allowed to make a
15 months. I understand a report is being prepared and is 0Nl cision to have one casino. The Hon. Mr Holloway has to—
just getting underwqy at this stage. | have had no complaints The Hon. P. Holloway: That is not mutual recognition.
brought to my attention about how things have worked over The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: | know thatitis not, but it raises

the past couple of years and therefore do not have al . X
problems with the further extension of the sunset clause. qrf]eee?jzr?;tﬁiﬂlietr?rfoitg;iéetr?g\;?rr:frg;yb;‘rthhiﬂgoﬁt. tl]\/(larr:-lac;”iway

The Hon. R.I. LUCAS (Treasurer): | thank members for The Hon. M.J. Elliott: He is a centralist.
their indication of support for the second reading of the Bill. ~ The Hon. R.Il. LUCAS: The Hon. Mr Elliott suggests he
Members have indicated the essential purpose of the Bilis @ centralist. He did work for Ralph Jacobi for some time
namely, to extend the sunset period. On behalf of myand still has a touch of the old Canberra in him. They rise to
colleague the Attorney-General | wish to briefly respond tathe top on occasions. On another issue he said that this is how
some comments made by the Hon. Mr Holloway. GovernCanberra resolved a particular issue—they drafted legislation
ment members think it is entirely appropriate that somethind this area. On occasions the old Canberra centralist model
as significant as this, when ultimately passed, is passed wigdises in the operations and thinking processes of the Hon.
an appropriate period for review. That was done under thMr Holloway. He is now a representative, we hope, of the
guise of a sunset clause or amendment, which | can 0n|§tate of South Australia, admittedly working within one
presume was supported at the time by the Hons lan Gilfillagountry. We want to work cooperatively to the greatest extent
and Michael Elliott as representatives of the Democrats t§0ssible, but the issue the Hon. Mr Holloway, being such a
enable this provision to be included in the legislation. wholehearted advocate and supporter, unabashed and critical

We are advised that the review to have been concluded Bf the Hon. Mr Griffin for even putting in a review period or
the end of the five year period has not been concluded angunset clause—
whilst initial assessments have indicated generally positive The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting:
feedback, there has not been a wholesale review of the The Hon. R.l. LUCAS: | think there was a touch of
operation of the scheme and the jury is still out in relation tocriticism evident in the contribution of the Hon.
both the benefits and any potential costs there might havdr Holloway. If he is such an unabashed supporter of mutual
been as a result of the implementation of this scheme. decognition policy, he needs to think through the issues of
certainly reserve my position. | am not aware of any detailedstate sovereignty and in the end we may all come to the same
analysis that has been done; it has not been provided to neenclusion. | do not indicate on behalf of the Government or
to my recollection. The Government’s position clearly, aspersonally what the end result of this review may be. Maybe
indicated in the Bill, is that we would like to see the analysisit is inevitable that many of these nationally cooperative
in the review rather than relying on anecdotal information.schemes will remove some of the powers that States have had
We want to see something comprehensive to assess tpeeviously. Thisis anissue of great concern to you personal-
advantages and disadvantages, if any, of the introduction df, Mr President, not that you have the opportunity these days
the scheme: indeed, what exemptions and exceptions hat@ exercise your opinion in this Chamber on some of these
been allowed. issues.
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They are important issues and in the review | hopesubmissions. | understand that that figure is nearer 3 500. So,
Governments, leaders of Governments and Parliaments witlearly there is an enormous amount of interest in this issue.
get enough information to look at how the scheme has gon€here are very polarised views on both sides. A vast number
but also to broach thigexedquestion of State sovereignty of people support voluntary euthanasia; equally, a large
and how we might be able to have a sensible mutual recognirumber of people are opposed to it, for whatever reason.
tion scheme which operates sensibly but nevertheless dobtany of those people have strong religious convictions on
not operate to such a degree where every little thing that this issue. | respect those religious convictions, as | hope
State or Territory wants to do is stopped because of a mutu#those people respect my strong view that we should have
recognition principle in this case, a competition competitivesome legislation to deal with the issue of voluntary euthana-
neutrality principle in another case, a competition policysia.

principle in yet another case or competition payment in |y 3 second reading speech that | gave on 5 February 1997
another case operating to force the State or Territory to dp made clear that | believe that people suffering from a
something against the majority wishes of the Parliament. painful wasting disease, who no longer wish to live and who

I thank members for their indication of support and lookhave given some kind of advanced directive or a personal
forward to the results of the review and to what will be angjrective, should be allowed to end their life. There is nothing
informative and well-informed debate about whether or nOWOrse than being a fam”y member of a person who is

these sorts of schemes have been of benefit to South AU@Uffering from avery painfu] illness. Many members of this

ralians as well as to all Australians. place have had that kind of experience. It is particularly
Bill read a second time and taken through its remainingistressing when those people have a high level of integrity
stages. and believe that they should comply with the law but also

believe that they should have the right to do with their life

SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE VOLUNTARY what they will. That certainly was a dilemma for my husband,
EUTHANASIA BILL John. The debate was raging all the way through his very long

illness. | saw how painful he found it, both emotionally and
The Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES  (Leader of the  ,hysically, to have to deal with the issue knowing that his
Opposition): | move: death was imminent.

1. That a select committee of the Legislative Council be : ; :
established on the Voluntary Euthanasia Bill 1997; | appreciate the opposing views of people who say that

2. That Standing Order 389 be so far suspended as to enable tHaS is Some kind of legalised murder. | do not agree with that
Chairperson of the committee to have a deliberate vote only;  view. We must remember that we are in the process of setting

_ 3. Thatthis Council permit the select committee to authorise theip a select committee that will canvass all views. | have
disclosure or publication, as it thinks fit, of any evidence orgeryed on some select committees in the past that have had

documents presented to the committee prior to such evidence bei - o - -
reported to the Council %9 deal with very difficultissues. | remember one committee

4. That Standing Order 396 be suspended to enable strangers@ Which | served which dealt with AIDS and another which
be admitted when the select committee is examining witnesses unledgalt with child sexual abuse. People had quite polarised
the committee otherwise resolves, but they shall be excluded whegiews on those subjects, but in the end we were able to come

the committee is deliberating; and . -~
5. That the minutes of proceedings and evidence to thé0 some sort of a collective decision.

Legislative Council Select Committee on the Voluntary Euthanasia | do not believe that will happen with this select commit-
Bill 1997 be referred to the select committee. tee if it is set up—I believe those polarised views will
| thank members for agreeing to bring this matter on earlyremain—but | think there are other issues that we can canvass
As | have indicated | am here this evening, and | appreciaténd some sensible ways in which we can deal with this matter
the opportunity to speak in this debate today. For that | thank the future. It will not go away. There is a large body of
the Government and my Labor colleagues, the Democrats aivéew that believes the law should change. | understand that
the Independents. | would like briefly to speak on this motior private member's Bill entitled the Criminal Code (Euthana-
because the views on this matter were canvassed extensivéig) Amendment Bill was introduced into the Northern
in 1996-97 during the debate in this place. | recognise, offerritory Parliament on 17 February. | understand that that
course, that we now have new members and that they algyll is also trying to deal with this issue. An unfortunate
must wish to express their views on this issue. situation occurred in the Northern Territory when the Bill had
The Hon. Anne Levy introduced a Bill on voluntary passed the Parliament and been made law but the Andrews
euthanasia in November 1996. In July 1997 that Bill was serfill in the Federal Parliament overrode that Bill because it
to a select committee with the concurrence of this Chambeyas a Territorian Bill. I am pretty sure that they cannot do
| understand that there were only two meetings of that sele¢hat to a State. So, clearly that could not be the case in South
committee before the Parliament was prorogued. Those twdustralia.
meetings were merely to set in train the processes, to place | stress again to members that this is a select committee.
advertisements in the newspaper, to advise people that thieit is set up we should address ourselves to the varying
select committee was in existence, to call for submissionsgssues involved in the process of dying and those people who
and to elect a Chairperson. wish to terminate their life and who do not wish to prolong
As members are obviously aware, the Hon. Anne Levy isa painful situation. | do not believe that we have canvassed
no longer a member of this place. For a great many years—those issues adequately. | applauded the introduction of the
am going back some 25 years—she and | shared our beli€fonsent to Medical Treatment Bill, initially by the
in this issue. So, it is not a new issue for us, and | would likeHon. Martyn Evans and subsequently by the Hon. Michael
to pay a tribute to Anne’s perseverance with respect to thigirmitage. It went a long way, but not the whole way, towards
issue. helping the situation. | believe that a select committee can
I think | said this morning in a radio interview that the canvass the application of that legislation as well as deal with
select committee received 3 000 expressions of interest and/hre issue before us.
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Because members have paid me the courtesy of bringingain and dignity are involved are never lost on the people
this motion on early, | will not take up further time of the who loved the person who died.
Council. | understand that another member would like to That is certainly my view in this matter. If my mother
speak briefly on this matter. In her second reading speeatould have been given one special thing it would have been
upon the introduction of her Bill, the Hon. Anne Levy that she died with the dignity with which she had lived her
dedicated her Bill to her husband, Keith, who was also dife, and | think that is the issue that drives me in this debate.
friend of mine and who died of cancer many years ago. It may be that a whole lot of people do not ever want to
I would like to dedicate this motion to the many thousandschoose such an avenue, but there are others who do, and the
of people who are suffering from a painful terminal illnessmatter we should address is how we can accommodate the
and who do not wish to prolong their lives. | also dedicateviews, with safeguards and in special circumstances, of those
this to my husband, John, who believed in voluntary euthanawvho have the ultimate choice not how they live their lives but
sia and whose passionate love of life was terminated biow they leave this earth.
cancer late last year.
The Hon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER secured the
The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW (Minister for Transport adjournment of the debate.
and Urban Planning): | support the motion moved by the
Hon. Carolyn Pickles. | supported the motion moved by the DENTISTS (DENTAL PROSTHETISTS)
Hon. Anne Levy last session, and on 28 May 1997 | spoke to AMENDMENT BILL
this measure. | remain firmly of the view that there is reason
for a review of law and practice in this State, and | remain  The Hon. A.J. REDFORD obtained leave and introduced
f|rm|y of the view that a select committee is the best way |na Bill for an Act to amend the Dentists Act 1984. Read a first
which this Parliament, and especially this Council, shouldime.
address this issue. The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: | move:
On the last occasion this matter was before the Council, That this Bill be now read a second time.
members supported the process of the select committee. Thete Dentists Act first passed by this Parliament provided for
process has commenced. Submissions have been called dhé registration of dentists, clinical dental technicians and
the Hon. Carolyn Pickles noted that 3 500 submissions havéental hygienists. It also regulated the practice of dentistry for
already been received. | think it is very important that thethe purpose of maintaining high standards of competence and
process now started be continued in the current form of &onduct by dentists, clinical dental technicians and dental
select committee, albeit that some, but very few, memberBygienists. The 1984 Dentists Act, passed nearly 14 years
will change in terms of the composition of that selectago, repealed the Dentists Act 1931. Since then the Act has
committee. been amended twice: once in 1989 and, secondly, in 1993.
I know there are suggestions that this matter be referred In October 1996 the Hon. Paul Holloway introduced a Bill
to the Social Development Committee of this Parliament, buto amend the Dentists Act to enable suitably qualified clinical
| believe that, because of the importance of the matters raisedgntal technicians to supply partial dentures directly to the
the sensitivity of the concerns and the fact that the procegaublic. The Bill was ultimately passed by this place and, as
has started by way of select committee, the matter of deathconsequence of the intervention of the recent State election,
and dying should warrant special consideration by a seledbe Bill lapsed in the Lower House.
committee of this place. Itis important to note that recent figures from health fund
In terms of palliative care legislation, | want to highlight, data indicate that approximately 34 000 full dentures and
again, remarks that have been made by the Minister fo84 100 partial dentures were fitted in Australia over the past
Health when this matter was debated, | think two years agd2 months.
in the other place, and he pointed out, very clearly, that the In explaining the Bill, I point out specifically to members
palliative care legislation which has been passed by thithat the Bill is introduced in my capacity as a private member
Parliament does not suit all circumstances. He said: and does not necessarily reflect the Governient s views or
Certainly, it is a fact that medical science has made hugdh€ views of the Parliamentary Liberal Party. Those views
advances in terms of dealing with the issue of pain, but it does nowill be determined at some future time.
have all the answers. The purpose of the Bill is six-fold. First, and most
He said also that because medical science does not have iafiportantly, it enables a dental prosthetist (sometimes known
the answers people should not be entitled, in terms of dignitgs a clinical dental technician) to fit partial dentures where
of the individual, to all the choices. This is the essence ofhat prosthetist has satisfactorily completed a specified course
what we are debating in this place: fundamental human righteind provided the patient has obtained a certificate of oral
human dignity and choice. There can be no bigger questiohygiene from a dentist registered under the Act. A dental
in terms of democracy and, as a protector of rights at alprosthetist can only fit a partial denture under this Bill where
stages in human life, this matter of death and dying witha patient has obtained a certificate of oral hygiene from a
dignity in very limited circumstances of extreme pain shouldDentist not more than six months prior to the fitting of the
be addressed by this place and by special focus of a speciertial denture. That reflects the Victorian position.
select committee for this purpose. The second objective of the Bill is to recognise the term
When speaking to this matter on 28 May, | also relateddental prosthetist’ as an alternative to ‘clinical dental
personal circumstances, not so recent as the tragedies thethnician’, bringing the terminology in line with other
have been experienced by the Hon. Carolyn Pickles, but th&tates.
death of my mother over 30 years ago. And it does not The third objective is to make incidental amendments to
matter, | would say to the Hon. Carolyn Pickles, at what timethe membership of the Dental Board and the Dental Profes-
and over what space the death has taken place: the circusional Conduct Tribunal to ensure that there is an appropriate
stances of those deaths of a loved one when extraordinargpresentation from dental prosthetists in appropriate cases.
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In the former, there is no provision for dental prosthetists to  In relation to the last point, the prediction concerning the
be represented on that board even though the board haignificant blow-out in dental waiting lists has been proved
responsibilities in relation to dental prosthetists. | have notorrect. | note that in her contribution in December 1996 the
addressed this issue in relation to dental hygienists, who atgon. Sandra Kanck said:

also not formally represented on the board even though the of course the State Liberal Government cannot be held respon-
board has responsibility for them. In relation to the tribunal sible for decisions of its colleagues at the Federal level, however
the Bill provides that if cases involve dental prosthetists theheir support of this Bill would alleviate some of the cost of dental
the tribunal comprise a dental prosthetist and that they not &F"Vc€s-

‘outnumbered’ by dentists. | wholeheartedly agree with the sentiments of the Hon.

The fourth purpose of the Bill is to make consequentialSandra Kanck. | have received a report on complaints about
amendments to enable corporate practices to have a singlértial dentures fitted by dental prosthetists from other
director, reflecting recent changes to the Federal Corporatiogigrisdictions. The information that | have been provided as
Law. late as June last year is as follows:

The fifth purpose is to allow complaints concerning ACT: No record of complaints of this type since 1988.
professional incompetence or incapacity to be made by the New South Wales: There is no information which would
Dental Technicians and Dental Prosthetists Society of SA Indhdicate that there have been any complaints (where there are
to the Dental Board. 600 registered dental prosthetists).

The sixth purpose is to amend the Dentists Act so that, Queensland: No complaints of this type received about
where a person is suspended for a fixed period of time, th&tental prosthetists permitted to fit and supply partial dentures
person automatically receives back their right to practicesince registration of dental prosthetists commenced in 1993.
rather than re-apply unless otherwise specifically ordered by Tasmania: No complaints of this type received since
the tribunal. The existing Act makes it a compulsory aspeceommencement of the Dental Mechanics Registration Board
of a suspension that they actually reapply rather than babout 40 years ago.
automatically reinstated. Victoria: No complaints of this type received since the

The important feature of the Bill, in addressing criticismsintroduction of the provision for advanced dental technicians
of the past, is to require that a patient must see a dentist artd supply and fit partial artificial dentures in 1995.
obtain a certificate of oral hygiene prior to engaging the It has been indicated to me by the Australian Dental
services of a dental prosthetist for the fitting of a partialAssociation that the requirement for dentures is likely to
denture. This in my view addresses many of the criticisms bgeverely diminish over future years as a consequence of
the Australian Dental Association concerning oral hygiendmproved dental hygiene, dental health and dental treatment
and other oral health issues, including that of infection. Théechniques. That is to be applauded. Indeed, it seems to me
Dental Technicians and Dental Prosthetists Society of SA Indhat the opposition to date by the Australian Dental
do not oppose this measure. Association to allow the fitting of partial dentures by dental

| adopt many of the arguments made by the Hon. Pauprosthetists should be viewed in the context of their view that
Holloway on 23 October 1996 in his second reading speecthe demand for dentures will diminish in the next few years.
when dealing with his Bill. | think the arguments in support  In relation to clinical dental technicians or dental pros-
of the Bill can be put relatively briefly and succinctly. The thetists and the provision of partial dentures directly to the
arguments can be summarised as follows: public, the position insofar as training is concerned in other

(a) That surveys and experience have indicated high levefStates in Australia is as follows:
of patient satisfaction with full dentures supplied by clinical New South Wales: Dental prosthetists training com-
dental technicians. menced in 1975. The training has always incorporated

(b) The Australian Health Ministers’ Conference hasinstruction on the provision of both full and partial dentures
agreed that mutual recognition should apply to a number ofind there have been no specific problems identified regarding
health related occupations, including clinical dental technithe provision of partial dentures.
cians or dental prosthetists. Victoria: It describes its recognised dental prosthetists as

(c) That dental technicians have been allowed to providadvanced dental technicians. It has allowed advanced dental
partial dentures in other States, including Tasmania sinckechnicians to provide partial dentures directly to the public
1957; New South Wales since 1975; the ACT since 1988; ansince May 1995.

Queensland since 1992. Indeed, my inquiries reveal that there Queensland: Dental prosthetists have been permitted to
have been no complaints made to those States’ respectipeovide partial dentures directly to the public since 1991. A

professional bodies in regard to substandard treatment of amggistered prosthetist must not supply and fit a partial denture
significant nature. unless a dentist or a medical practitioner has certified that the

(d) There is substantial support in relation to the qualifica-oral health of that person is satisfactory. There have been
tions for the course known as the Partial Denture Bridgingninimal complaints or problems.

Course for Advanced Dental Technicians conducted at the Tasmania: Dental prosthetists have been permitted to
Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology. This course isprovide partial dentures directly to the public since 1956 and
recognised as one of the best of its type in Australia. there has been a requirement for a Certificate of Oral Health

(e) That under competition policies, it is almost inevitablefrom 1956 until 1963. That was deleted in 1963.
that dental prosthetists will be, and if one agrees with the ACT: Dental prosthetists have been permitted to provide
principles of competition policies, it is inevitable that their partial dentures directly to the public since 1988 and there is
qualifications will be recognised in this State. no requirement for a Certificate of Oral Health.

() That changes in Commonwealth funding towards | have also made inquiries with various insurance
dental health programs have caused a significant blow-out icompanies. It is interesting to note that Guild Insurance
dental waiting lists for many disadvantaged people—Limited, which provides professional indemnity insurance in
significantly the elderly—in South Australia. this area, has advised me that it has had no claims in respect



Wednesday 25 February 1998 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 423

of professional indemnity insurance since 1983 in Victoriadental prosthetists do not provide a Rolls Royce service, they
1988 in Tasmania and 1993 in Western Australia, Soutldlo in fact provide a cheaper service, and in some cases of the
Australia, Queensland and New South Wales. Federationrder of $100 to $200.

Insurance has had a similar claims experience. When one talks to a pensioner about the value of $100 to
On 5May 1997 | wrote to the Australian Dental $200 one will quickly come to understand that that is a
Association. In that letter | said: significant sum of money. Many of these people are elderly

I note that in other States in Australia, Clinical Dental Techni-a&Nnd are not anticipating the use of dentures for long periods
cians are recognised and are able to carry out the sort of work th&f time, having regard to their life expectancy. | strongly
is envisaged should the above Bill, i.e. the Dentists (Clinical Dentahrgue that it is better to have dentures of some quality than

Technicians) Amendment Bill 1996 be passed. | would be moshqy dentures at all. In many cases, that is precisely what
grateful if you would forward to me your comments about how '

clinical dental technicians operate in other States, what problen@appenS' In making that comment | make no criticism of_the
have arisen and whether the matters which you have raised occufDA or its members, whom | know in many cases provide
In its response of 12 May 1997 it stated: pro-bonoor c_heap services in the provision of dentures to
The operation of clinical dental technicians in other States is quitgIderly and disadvantaged people. ;

varied, and as yet no-one has been able to collate the various Ieveihs quever, there are some \(vho slip th'rough.the netz and |
of experience or education upon which they draw. . . ink it would be grossly negllge_znt of this Parllament_ if we

. were not to take up the opportunity to address these disadvan
It went on to state:

tages. | urge all members to support the Bill.
Clinical dental technicians have stated that there have been very

few problems with their activity interstate. They base thisonthefact The Hon, P. HOLLOWAY secured the adjournment of
that there have been few, if any, cases brought before their respectim?e debate Y

Dental Boards. This comes as no surprise. In fact, very few cases

the entire profession come before Dental Boards. This is not a true

indicator . . | know you would want me to give you actual cases WATERFRONT REFORM

where inappropriate treatment occurs, but | cannot comply with such

arequest as that information is almost irretrievable from the system.  Adjourned debate on motion of Hon. T.G. Roberts:

In my response | said: That this Council condemns the Federal Liberal Government and
I have to say that your organisation would need to come up witﬁhe National Farmers Federation for their provocative approach to

some demonstrable cases to show that allowing clinical demé/yaterfront_ reforms in Australia, in particular—
v - : h p 1. their support for current and past serving members of the
technicians to provide partial dentures direct to the public would not n o : .
p e gl A gt Australian Defence Forces to participate in an ill-fated
be in the public interest. From where | sit, if a Victorian or Tas- overseas strike breaking training exercise: and
manian consumer has a right of direct access to clinical dental their support for the con% irac gntered into between Patrick
technicians, and there have been few if any cases brought before the = PP piracy

- : Stevedores and a National Farmers Federation front company
L%sv%etcﬁglgfn?gt%ﬁtoards, then South Australian consumers should to establish a union busting stevedoring company at Webb

Dock, Victoria,
I have had my attention drawn to a report entitled ‘Educatiorand calls on the Federal Government and the National Farmers
Imperatives for Oral Health Personnel: Change or Decayffederation to recognise that just and fairly negotiated settlements

- I etween management, unions and the workers involved can achieve
which was prepared by the World Health Organisation, gnore’in terms of productivity and improved labour relations, as

well-respected body. It recommends the creation of specialigiitnessed by the achievements at the Port of Adelaide, than by the
dental auxiliaries to provide more economical health servicesise of the jackboot.

The following quotation can be found at page 38 of that (Continued from 18 February. Page 318.)
report:

Member States should now take the appropriate steps to The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS: When | saw this very
investigate the desirability of adopting a multi-disciplinary approachworthwhile motion on the Notice Paper | thought,'How will
to the development of oral health, professional and support personng{ose opposing the motion handle that?’ How can they justify
appropriate to national needs in both quality and quantity. something that is so abhorrent to the average Australian?
On the previous occasion that this matter was before this Members interjecting:
place, one honourable member, in her contribution to the The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS:| went through the options.
parliamentary debate, said that, in principal, she supported thghey had to find amongst their ranks a political mug, an
Hon. Paul Holloway s Bill. One of her principal criticisms industrially illiterate lawyer, an absolute fool or someone who
was in relation to the area of control of dental disease. is a slow learner. So what did they do? They trotted out the
believe that that has been adequately addressed in my Bill byon. Angus Redford.
the requirement of the obtaining of a Certificate of Oral The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: | rise on a point of order,
Health. With all due respect, | think that is a substantialMr President. | know that the honourable member identified
improvement on the Bill advanced by the Hon. Paulthe Opposition in his opening remark. When | heard him
Holloway. saying that the member concerned was a fool and various

There is no evidence of any problems with infectionother things | thought he was referring to one of his col-
control either interstate or with the fitting of full dentures in leagues. But it does turn out that he is referring to me, and in
South Australia. The certificate will pick up dental diseasethat regard | ask him to apologise and withdraw.
and, secondly, ensure the soundness of the supporting The PRESIDENT: The Hon. Ron Roberts should know
structures. If there are serious infectious diseases that he should not reflect on other members. | would ask him
examination will also reveal that. to withdraw and apologise.

Whilst | do not think this Bill is revolutionary, | do believe The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS:| did not directly say that. |
that there are opportunities for dental prosthetists to provideaid that the Opposition would have to come up with certain
a real and valid competitive service to dentists in a time otriteria: that was my reflection. What | then said was that it
burgeoning medical costs. | believe that the Bill providesdecided to have the Hon. Angus Redford. | did not say it was
adequate protection to patients. Whilst it might be said thaliim. | do not know which criteria he met, Mr President. The
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Hon. Angus Redford is still smarting from the last hiding hehave been refusing to employ more workers. In fact, they

got. have more trainees in some ports than they have workers.
The PRESIDENT: Mr Roberts, are you still refusing to Another claim that the honourable member made was that

withdraw and apologise? this push by the NFF is for farmers and exporters—people
The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS: | will withdraw, Who have had to put up with the union for 20 or 30 years,

Mr President. people on small farms, wool growers, meat and beef growers
The PRESIDENT: And apologise? who have had to put up with greedy, lazy workers. Once

e . . again he hides in Parliament under the cloak of parliamentary
The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS: | will apologise to the Char, privilege and attacks people. At that stage | pointed out to

Mr President. | will carry on. They really do not like the lash, " . :
this lot. As soon as you put a bit of pressure on them the%Irn that many subsidies have gone to farmers which have

> h ffset that, and at that stage, Mr President, you invited me to
squeal to the umpire. They are squealers, and | will hav P ! ’
more to say about that in a moment. Who does the Gover ake a contribution. | thank you for that and you can thank

: . ourself for having the error of the Hon. Angus Redford’s
? . . .
ment trot out to try to defend the indefensible? It trots out th ays exposed in this way. He said that they were lazy

Hon. Angus Redford, who is still smarting from the hiding ; s e
. . . workers. | said that there are many subsidies and he invited
he got when he tried to be clever with the Australian Workers e to name some of the subsidies that apply to farmers and

Union over the transport dispute, when all he succeeded in_~. :
doing was exposing the Minister for Transport’s inability to griculturalists. He ac'gually comes from the land but he has
demonstrated that he is a slow learner.

conduct industrial negotiations. . They have fuel tax, subsidies on fertiliser, very generous

It was that bad that the Government had to let it fall off theg 5 a5 tax regimes where they do not pay sales tax on a lot of
end of the Notice Paper. It was not game to respond. Memy, ¢ and very generous taxation laws so they can minimise
bers opposite come into this place and denigrate honest trafp?eir tax—unlike the wharfies who are PAYE employees and
union officials, but they are exposed. It was not a pretty Sigh‘iyvho are paying their fair share of tax. But
Mr President: the Minister for Transport being exposed 0. Hon. Mr Redford does not want to talk about that
her inapility to conduct industrial negotiations was not ay.4,se it does not suit his effort to try to ingratiate them'-
pretty sight. , ~ selves with his Federal and local mates.

The Hon. Angus Redford decided that he was going to  This motion is a response to actions taken in more recent
show that he could be as tough as the Hon. Mr Reith anfimes to destroy the MUA. In particular, the action has been
some of his other cronies such as his other clay godgken by the NFF at Webb Dock, and we all know about the
Mr McLachlan in another place, that self professed postafjled attempt at Dubai, where soldiers still in the armed
peeping Tom. That is not a reflection, because he said it ifhrces were given travel visas and their passports were
the House—and he said he would do it again. This is th@gppled together within two hours to get them onto a boat to
bloke who went into someone else’s mail and read it and thepypaj to scab on Australian waterside workers. It is interest-
had the temerity to go into the people’s house and say that jig to note who is the Federal Minister for the army, and a
he gets caught again he will do it. The then Oppositionjtie |ater perhaps we can look into that Minister’s involve-
decided to do the right thing and took away his shadownent with the MUA and how he paid it back.

Ministry, but when it won the election it put him straight back e all know about the failed attempt in Dubai. Members
in again. We all know the backbone of the Hon.should be clear that this is not an attempt to introduce a new
Mr McLachlan. So, in a bid to impress his superiors (becausgperator at the Port of Melbourne to increase efficiency. It is
he does want to be a Minister one day; he is only in higjearly designed to do only one thing: it is an attack on the
apprenticeship at the present moment, as Chairman of gua and one that has been well planned and sanctioned by
committee), the Hon. Angus Redford is trotted out. He isthg@he Government. It is very clear that, as this dispute has
greatest lightweight they have ever produced on that sidgjnfolded, the waterside workers have revealed the duplicity
they would have to put two bricks in his pocket to keep himang complicity of the Federal Minister for Industrial Rela-
on the ground, he is such a lightweight. tions, Mr Reith, and there has obviously been a conspiracy

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw interjecting: between himself, Smith Patrick and the NFF. It is interesting

The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS: The Hon. Diana Laidlaw to note that the NFF has entered this dispute. It was very
makes a valid point: he is putting on a heck of a lot of weightinteresting to see that the Mr Wayne Cornish, the head serang
| have been told that if that belt breaks he will lose his feet forof the NFF in South Australia, has rightly and courageously
two weeks. | take the Minister’s point. They trot out the Hon.come out and said the waterside workers’ work in South
Angus Redford. Let us look at what he said. In his speech thAustralia is exemplary and that they had no problems. Having
Hon. Angus Redford made a number of claims in relation tdhen been beaten about the head by Mr McGauchie and his
the waterfront in Australia. | want to take the opportunity tothugs in the Federal NFF he came out the next day and
correct some of those myths and instead inject some fact intecanted—but he did make an attempt to be honest and he
the motion. In his enthusiasm, the Hon. Mr Redford did notought to be commended for that.
check out his facts but repeated what Mr Reith and others The Hon. Angus Redford ought to know that Webb Dock
were saying that stevedores (that is, the wharfies) earned Melbourne handles no rural produce whatsoever. In fact,
between $80 000 and $100 000 a year. He did not check that.appears that less than 10 per cent of the total tonnage
In his enthusiasm to rush in with his head down and tear ithrough Port Melbourne is primary produce. So much for his
where the angels fear to go, in he went. He did not listen tgpassionate cry about the farmers who have been putting up
the Hon. Terry Roberts, who had explained just a fewwith the union for the past 30 years. Furthermore, the move
minutes previously that the average award rate for stevedoréy the NFF is opposed by many farmers and grain growers.
is only $30 000 a year for a 35 hour week. They can eariThey have come out on the public record as saying they do
better money than that only if they work overtime for it. They not have a problem. That is not to mention the fact that a few
have to work overtime, because for years their employerState farming groups such as Western Australia and Queens-
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land have condemned the move by the NFF. This is clearljake the lash at any time. To make it worst, they have to take
a conspiracy, which has been promulgated by Mr Reithit from what they believe are lazy and greedy wharfies. That
Mr McGauchie and with the compliance and involvement ofis what they do not like. This is part of the class struggle.
the Hon. lan McLachlan. The President of the NFF, Donald  Members interjecting:

McGauchie, is not one of those poor farmers whom  the Lon R R. ROBERTS: You can hear the silvertails

the Hon. Mr Redford mentions; he is in fact a millionaire Wholaughing now. We have more to come. Let us get some facts
has gone on the public record to state that the NFF—thes§, the statement. The work force on the docks has been

poor farm_ers—have a significant f_ighting fund for any legalequced by 50 per cent, but the volume of cargo has in-
battles with the MUA, not to mentiocarte blancheaccess  reased. Container lift rates have increased by approximately
to all the resources of the Government and Mr Reith as hg per cent in the past five years to 1997. One might ask why.

eggs them on to make sure that they get to do all these thing,e person opposite, representing the Government, would not

at no cost to themselves. understand it. It is called ‘enterprise bargaining’ where the

It is interesting to note that there was not one word Ofgmpoyers and employees, including Smith Patrick, have sat

condemnation from Mr Reith when Smith Patrick admittedyown across the negotiating table and come up with an
publicly that it had broken its enterprise agreements. Let Usnterprise agreement. When promoting this the Government
look at enterprise agreements. This is the idea of the Liberalaiq that workers could get more money. What they did not
Party and the Employers Federgtlon. They told the wharfieg y was that they do not mind workers getting more money
that they ought to go into enterprise agreements, and they h long as they do not get anything like what they are getting
valid enterprise agreements which Smith Patrick has admitted,§ 55 long as it is not wharfies. The fact that this was done

on the public reco_rd that it has broken, b_ut does Mr Reith Sa)by enterprise agreement and by agreement escapes the mind
we ought to convict these people and fine them? No; he sits people like the Hon. Angus Redford.

on the sidelines and eggs them on. He is a friend of scabs. o .

| am sure the Hon. I\EI]rg Redford is not aware of all the facts .Increased productivity is not of |tsellf cqntrolled k_)y the
with respect to the MUA and | am sure that he does not eveﬁ;égg nrinS%\ijemZ?tb:\ggﬂztﬁ/ ti?yeESC(r)]r(;]tpgr?I;asd:enpérlﬁgr?t“?):?r\:g
know that for th_e past 10 years all farm produce has beework force but on better machinery and up-to-date tech-
exempted from industrial action by the MUA. He comes in

here, checks no facts whatsoever and comes up with th%ogpo%yééﬂsgiﬁg'sn;?ggna'\tﬂgg(r)i:ﬁgerx%;&;g’tﬁgsvgl;igfs
ridiculous speech that he made; in fact most of it is wrong ) P ’

. . . { tulating them on their productivity increases achieved
He used an example from his previous life when he was gond u : .
full-time lawyer V\t)hen he merrl)tioned an ltalian exporterWIth the involvement of the MUA—a 34 per cent increase in
whom he claimed went broke over five pallets of wine. | doone year and a record facility in South Australia. Last week

- -] asked the Minister for Transport to acknowledge the
not have to tell the Hon. Angus Redford that he was not goin . . :
to survive, anyhow. The Hon. Angus Redford did not indicateévonderfu' effort put in by the MUA in making the South

. ustralian wharves the most efficient in South Australia and
Lh;grggleimatczhga}g:sg tSTJeCr? |22u;2f2?yth8eu\t/vhn%rf. t:]tec?_:ﬂghe almost choked for 15 minutes trying to answer and could

h not do it. She would not even acknowledge that the MUA by
ng?t?ﬁgR;ggﬁidegii{:ﬁt worry about what the wharfies Wernd large, along with the Hon. Barbara Wiese before she left

I . ) ) Parliament, has been the driving force with the efficiencies
| can still visualise very clearly the Italian wine grower in tears

announcing to his legal advisers and accountants that he had r% S‘?Uth Australia. o
alternative but to close. It is well documented that there have been major improve-
| suggest that the reason the tears were flowing down th ents in 'ghe waterfront and such improvements ironically
man’s face when he had to tell his accountant’s adviser wera@ve continued throughout the term of the Howard Govern-
that his bills were that high he could not pay them. He wagnent. Despite you lot, those improvements have gone ahead.
obviously crying at the cost of the Hon. Angus Redford. That/nder a Liberal Government we have not had one statement
is why he was crying. In rellathn to the improving thg |nfrastructgre of ports and

| take the opportunity to ask members on the other side grothing in relation to better_port interfaces leh land transport
this Chamber how the introduction of the NFF on the Webi"d nothl_ng about ways to introduce competition between the
Dock site will reduce the cost of handling international Stévedoring companies in the ports.
containers with supposed benefits flowing through to the With regard to the Hon. Angus Redford’s claim as to how
exporters and importers. As our Federal shadow Minister fofuch it costs to unload containers, on average waterfront
Transport points out, Mr Reith needs to explain how theservices account for about 4 per cent of agriculture and
company that cannot actually handle international container§)ining export prices and around 2.7 per cent of manufactur-
and only has access to 20 per cent of Port Melbourne’s totdilg export prices. So, it is not a problem. This is just a beat
container traffic, even if it could establish a monopoly, will Up by Mr Reith trying to make himself look hairy chested
cut the rates for handling the international containers. Thepecause he is deficient in other areas. It would seem,
have not come up with that. Is it not about time they ownedaccording to the New South Wales Office of Marine Safety
up and realised that the National Farmers do not have a griggd Port Strategy, that about two thirds of waterfront charges
with the MUA? are terminal charges, while port authorities account for about

The Hon. Angus Redford referred to thierald Sunon ~ one quarter. Further the myth is dispelled.
the efficiency and reliability of the Australian docks. He has | say to the Federal Government and members opposite
conveniently forgotten about enterprise bargaining which hishat, contrary to their present mode of thinking, there are a
Party proposed and which the waterside workers went intmaumber of problems within the waterfront. They are not
It really irks these legal eagles when the wharfies, thosaecessarily in the work force. Other issues that should be
working-class warriors, take their system and beat them aboatldressed include the efficiency and intermodal connections
the head with it. They really get upset because they cannaind information technology.
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| put to the Hon. Angus Redford that many professiondndustrial Court.” They told the wharfies that they ought to
can earn much more than a stevedore. The South Australigiet an enterprise agreement. They said it was a great scheme
Supreme Court Rules, schedule 4, outline what a solicitor caand that the wharfies could get more money. The problem is
charge. This is what the Hon. Angus Redford and his matehat those silly wharfies, as they called them, tied them up in
can charge, but they are professionals. They can whip in thenots. For the first time, they negotiated (not won) with their
charges. Let us look at what the Hon. Angus Redford coulémployers decent working conditions for their employees.
earnina day If he was to do a little JOb for about an hour or  John Howard was rea“y Saying, ‘You can get better wages
hour and a half, what could he or would he claim? The mindys long as you don’t get near the professionals and as long as
boggles! If he had to photocopy one document, he woul§ou are still on the border line of poverty. This is what
charge $1.35 per page. For attendance by a solicitor, it ignterprise bargaining came to be. During the election
$124 an hour: $124 an hour for the Hon. Angus Redford—campaign, the Liberals made a promise. The Hon. Peter Reith
talk about being robbed. For a little pre-trial conference he igaid that no worker would be worse off. It is now being
entitled to charge $45. If he had to lodge documents in theevealed that he really meant that no workers would be worse
court that is another $13. If he had to ring up a constituengff unless they were wharfies. It is the same old routine: at
and tell him what he had done for 35 minutes he would onlythe last election the Liberal Government said, ‘We won't sell
charge him $72. If he had to put that in writing it is $25 perETSA" Then they said, ‘We didn't really mean that.’ | do not
page. We can assume it is only one page, because detRlow what they meant, but they broke their promise.

escapes him and he cannot concentrate for a long time. If he During his contribution, the Hon. Angus Redford referred

had to fax it, he would have to have a personnel chargg, the jssue of safety and safety gear. He ridiculed the
because someone would have to send it for him and he wouigh o rfies regarding safety, saying:

charge another $6. So for about one to two hours work he can _ ‘ _ , ,
charge $286.35. Imagine what the wharfies WOL,J|d do Witqhe\\’lvv‘;t‘;?giggsvvtgﬁ(e'?g‘i’;E%g?%";ﬂgressw in the tropics rort’ by
that sort of money. It is not bad money for a day’s work. If
a solicitor had a workload equivalent to the above, that is atie did not emphasise that it was an award condition—an
annual income of $74 451. That is for one to two hours workagreement between the work force and their employers. He
and involving only one page and is without overtime. said that under the award—it is actually an enterprise
Let us look at the rules. Counsel fees are prescribed— ar@greement, by the way—waterside workers at Townsville
| am sure the Hon. Mr Lawson would be interested. Undekvere entitled to be provided with the following clothing:
Supreme Court rules the fees contained in this part of theabbit fur broad-brimmed hat. They cannot wear those; they
rules are not a scale of fees—it merely provides an indicatio@re for the squattocracy. Common old wharfies should not
of the range of counsel fees. If you want a junior counsel—wear Akubra hats; they are for the hoi polloi and squatters
someone like the Hon. Angus Redford—he can chargéuch as the Hon. Angus Redford and his family.
between $650 and $1 350. If | know the Hon. Angus Redford, The Hon. Mr Redford also said that they were entitled to
because he believes he is a very good junior counsel it woulshfety boots. Isn't that terrible? They are only working in a
be $1 350. He would have nothing to do with the $650.hard and arduous industry, but they would not need safety
Senior counsel—someone of the eminence of the Horboots! They were entitled to safety wellingtons if it was wet.
Mr Lawson—could charge $1 350 to $2 500. For a juniorWharfies working in the bilge slush and in the water should
counsel to hear a judgment—just to sit and listen to thenot have wellingtons. They were entitled to shorts and
judge—they can charge $130 to $190. These are the peopi®users, shirts (long and short sleeves), overalls issued clean
who criticise the wharfies! at work daily, a winter jacket, a safety vest, a hard hat, sun
The Hon. R.D. Lawson interjecting: glasses, safety glasses, a dust mask, work gloves (one pair per
The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS: Yours is coming; don’t get  shift), sun block-out, sun visor, raincoat with leggings, towels
excited. Senior counsel get $190 to $250 to sit there and listeior showering, and a nylon carry bag (large). The Hon. Angus
while it is read out. They do not have to write down anything,Redford is suggesting that they should not have this safety
and they get 250 smackers in the kick. | now refer to opiniongear—the appropriate togs for the job. He went on to say:
and advices on evidence: for a basic opinion they charge $260 ey are issued with the requisite clothing for the shift prior to
to $570, and if it is complex—that means if it has got morethe start of the shift, and they refuse to begin dressing—and | am
than two sentences—they charge $570 to $830. That is whatre they do not put it all on at once—
they charge. . They would look a bit silly in shorts and a raincoat. He
I will come back to the contribution by the Hon. Angus qniinues:
Redford in a moment when he spoke about what the wharfies
get. If junior counsel—someone like the Hon. Angus
Redford—wait for a Full Court decision they charge $100
and senior counsel $125. So, for a daily trial senior counselhat may give him some pleasure and it may make some of
can charge $2 500 per day. Over a five day trial that work&he female members on the other side happy, but he is really
out to $12 500. saying that people such as you, Mr President, and the table
Let us look at the issues surrounding the class strugglgtaff ought to put on your wig and gown at home, not here.
Members opposite do not mind professionals charging highcan imagine you, Mr President, trying to hail a taxi in the
fees, but they do not want the dirty working class peoplgnorning in your wig and gown. | am sure that you would not
getting money. This is what really irks them. For 25 yearsget picked up.
they have been saying that the silly wharfies were on strike The Hon. Angus Redford was trying to be clever, but he
again and that they ought to go to the Industrial Court. Whemevealed how ridiculous are his propositions and how minute
the labour force was fairly fluent, they always wanted us tdis knowledge of the industrial scene really is. What he is
go to the Industrial Court, but as soon as things got tight andttacking is the fundamental right to safety equipment, on
they got the whip hand they said, ‘We’ll do away with the which everyone agrees. He has also not acknowledged once

Imagine the Hon. Ron Roberts coming to Parliament nude, and
refusing to start his work until he got dressed.
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again that these conditions were agreed around an enterpride not like the wharfies, and it really gets up your nose that
bargaining table by the employers and the employees.  workers like we are on the same territory as you.

| went to the Library and | got all these fees, and | am  What is really worse is that you are the person who had
prepared to make them available. Now let us come back tthe temerity the other day to come in here, again under the
what the Hon. Angus Redford said about the wharfie wha&loak of parliamentary privilege, to have a shot at Murray
works on a Saturday. This shows class bias and his absoluBeLaine for driving a second-hand Jaguar. You snuck in here
abhorrence of the fact that a wharfie could earn a decenind got the dorothy dixer question from the puppet, the Hon.
day’s wage. On a Saturday, a fellow can work 15 hours ané\ngus Redford. | asked you a question about him: did he
receive $611. Let us work out what it would cost per dayactually represent passenger transport? You fudged that, but
under the wharfies’ award to have the Hon. Angus Redford now have the evidence: he did not declare an interest and
turn up for the day. He would get 15 hours pay at the basitie has done—
rate of $124. He would not have to write anything. The The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting:

Hon. Angus Redford, lifting containers, would cost $1 860 The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS: Yes, you have. You hate
for 15 hours, but if we gave him the overtime penalties thafvaterside workers. You hate workers. That is what your
were agreed in an enterprise agreement between the watersiﬂ@mem is. You do not mind professional fees; and you do
workers and their employers he would earn $4 185. That ifot mind high fees, as long as you, and not the workers, get
what it would cost for the Hon. Angus Redford to do thatthem. You are outrageous. This proposition put up by Peter
work. | note that the honourable member suddenly sits iReith is outrageous and is unAustralian. This will lead to
stunned silence, which makes us all very happy. more and more anarchy.

What we are really talking about is not the cost of the | am confident that the waterside workers have shown
wharfies but the fact that members opposite hate to see thigemselves to be much smarter than the Liberal Government
working class get a decent wage. The efficiencies that thgnd all their clever lawyers with all their big fees, namely,
waterside workers have achieved over the years are there @124 an hour. They have all this at their beck and call, but the
all to see. When | was an apprentice in Port Pirie somgyharfies have done them over cold, and the wharfies will win
28 years ago, there were 300 wharfies. Now we have eighégain in the long run because they are smarter than these
They shift more cargo than they ever did. The efficiencies ar@eople. If you take the silver spoons out of their mouths, they
there for everyone to see, and they are prepared to do bettave nothing to say. If they cannot buy some clever lawyer,

What will not help this argument is the stupidity of and the they will fail.
interference in the industrial relations scheme by people such | hope the National Farmers Federation and the Liberal
as Peter Reith and the Hon. Angus Redford, especially wheparty understand what they have done. They want competi-
the Hon. Angus Redford does not know what he is talkingjon, they want the brave new world, and they want competi-
about. Al he is charged with doing is speaking on behalf ofjon on the waterfront. Let us look at all the other things.
the Government. He is not helping the industrial relationsy/hen the legislation comes up on the dairy industry, let us
scene. The waterside workers have done nothing wrong. Théyen that up to competition. When it comes to chicken meat
big sin that the waterside workers have committed is that theyng pork coming into the country, let us take away the
have taken the Government system and used it better than thgrriers. Let us have some competition. These national
employers. farmers want the brave new world; well, let us give it to

The villains in this exercise are Smith Patl’icks, the Federqhem. They will Squea| and run to their p0||t|ca| mates. No,
Minister for Industrial Relations and the National Farmersthey do not want competition: they want to screw the
Federation, because they have acted in collusion. They set yharfies so that Peter Reith can look tough when they
the Army people to go to Dubai. They are the ones who argyrpedo John Howard—as they did Dean Brown—and he can
whisking in the scabs by water to the Webb Dock today. Ongay, ‘| am the hairiest-chested bloke here. You ought to make
wonders who these new trainees are. | would be surprised e President.” It is a disgrace and it ought to be condemned.
they are not the same lot of scabs that they wanted to send f@nly hope that one person from the other side—

Dubai. _ _ L The Hon. Diana Laidlaw interjecting:

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw interjecting: , , The Hon.R.R. ROBERTS:—and | would not expect the

The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS:Well, the Hon. DianaLaid-  Hon piana Laidlaw with her class background to be the
law provokes me again. These scabs are not trying tgerson—uwill get up and tell the truth about what is going on
undermine the lowest-paid workers in this State. No, theyy: webb Dock. | commend the motion to the Council.
want to come in and scab on the most successful—the people
who have done the job and paid their dues. These people do The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY secured the adjournment of
not want to pay their dues. They want to come in and blackhe debate.
leg on the waterside workers’ jobs, not on the low paid jobs.

The Hon. Angus Redford would not mind the wharfies going CRIMINAL LAW (FORENSIC PROCEDURES)

onto low paid jobs. But these scabs do not like paying their BILL
dues. They are prepared to scab on the wharfies for the high
paid jobs. | commend the motion— In Committee.
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw interjecting: (Continued from 24 February. Page 380.)

The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS:Well, I haven’t seen you on
the wharf lately, but | am sure you are certainly there in heart Clause 37.
supporting the Australians who are sticking to their award. The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: The issue which has arisen
You, Minister, could not even acknowledge the other day thaand in relation to which | moved that the Committee report
the MUA in South Australia had done a wonderful job in progress and have leave to sit again related to access to the
making your ports the most efficient. But you do not like it; results of analysis and access to videos of the taking of a
you and your class do not like working-class warriors. Youforensic sample. The issue was whether the accused or
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suspect should be required to pay for a copy of the video, have copies of this material free of charge. | can understand
copy of the analysis and a copy of the photographs or whethéhat there may be some room for discussion and compromise
it should be free. | indicated yesterday that the model whicho enable legislation to go through and | am also aware that
we had incorporated in this Bill was the model already in thehe issue is bigger than just this legislation. Summary
Summary Offences Act where a person was entitled to haveffences embraces a principle and | said yesterday several
the analysis, the video for example, shown to him or her atimes that it ought to be an issue addressed and thought about
a time or place that was convenient but, if he or she wantedn a broad front.

a copy of the video, for example, then that would be at hisor So, it is reasonable in these circumstances to tolerate an
her expense. amendment on the basis that it is less bad than the earlier

Since that time | had given further consideration to theProposal was but, to welcome it and to sort of say that this is
issue and the amendment that | am now proposing, which @ lovely move forward, is a backflip and | would think that
effectively a new clause 39—even though we are dealing wit€ Pody corporate of the Opposition might separate into
clause 37 now—is relevant to the issue, that is, that if théeparate chunks on this backflip. | would like to think that
results of the analysis material can be accurately reproducdfiere is substantial principle in the Opposition which will

by photocopying, then a copy of the analysis is to be givergontinue to fight for the complete removal of a fee. Sure, $10
to the person from whom the forensic sample is taken. IS hota monumental amount; nor would it be a monumental

) amount in the general budget in terms of the numbers we
If the results are not in a form that can be accuratelyyight get to which it would apply. It would be a relatively

reproduced, there can be a viewing at a reasonable time agf, 5| cost to the Government. Again, | emphasise that the
place to be nominated by the investigating police officer andpemocrats want it clearly understood that we oppose the
if the person wants a copy of the resullts in that more complexinciple in its entirety in the circumstances. As to the

form, he or she can have them on payment of a fee fixed bymendments that | have on file to clause 15, will we revisit
regulation. That does not seem to be a problem. If theem?

analysis is copyable, then the copy is made available and we The Hon. K.T. Griffin: It is a technical matter and we
do not have to go through the process of arranging a viewingyiii recommit.

If they cannot be accurately copied, then the viewing cOmes  The Hon. IAN GILFILLAN: | know that we are dealing

into operation. If the photograph is taken, arrangements cafith clause 37 and that technically the amendments have not

be made at the request of the person whose photograph hgsen moved, but we are debating the matter, anyway. There
been taken for a viewing of the photograph. If he or she wantg, 5 small step forward in so far as the Government is

acopy,.then itisto be provu;led on payment of a fee fixed b¥nagnanimously not going to charge for people to buy a
regulation. 'The same appllgs Wlth.VIde'OS. The Person Cafnstacopy. | am overwhelmed by that move. At least it
watch the video, the same with audiotaping with statementsy gicates a principle which | hope in the fullness of time will
if you want a copy, you pay for it. The amendment ©0pe extended to the other areas as well. If we are to be
substitute new clauses 39 and 40 picks up that approach. magnanimous about the 25¢, 40¢ or 50¢—it maybe $1 under
Also, | undertook to obtain, if | could, the costs currently the current pricing regime—for a photocopy, | think we have
charged by police for videos, remembering that the fees argut a chink into the global defence of these charges for
to be fixed by regulation and the regulations can be subje¢naterial which | believe should be made available free of cost
to disallowance by this Council or the House of Assemblyto the person involved. When the time comes | might repeat
The cost of an audiotape or videotape recording of eviOur position, butlindicate that we still oppose quite substan-
dence—and this will just give an example—is $10. So, it isfially the retention in the Bill of these charges.
not a princely sum for an individual but, of course, if it occurs _ The Hon. T.G. CAMERON: | will be supporting the
in a number of cases, it becomes a substantial cost potentiaffgovernments position on the question of charging a fee, but
for law enforcement authorities. | believe the proposition isl @gree with the sentiments expressed by the Democrats: |
reasonable. | will move to leave out clauses 39 and 40 andink itis a disgrace that a fee should be charged for this. |
insert new clauses 39 and 40. Clause 37 is appropriately [dfdve questions to put to the Attorney-General. | understand
in and clause 38 is appropriate. | suggest that we move ofat under section 47(1) of the Road Traffic Act the South
with this clause and the amendment | moved on the ladhustralian Government, whether it be with the police, the
occasion. Forensic Science Institute or the Flinders Medical Centre, is
] . - currently holding tens of thousands of blood samples taken
The Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES: | believe it is appro- from road crash victims, drivers of vehicles and,pin many
priate to speak to all three clauses now to save th

Committee’s time. The Opposition is happy to support th%stances like that of my son, from passengers sitting in the

o . . ; . 8Ck seat.
amendment as it is a sensible compromise. Discussions an

O X Will the Attorney advise the Parliament whether any tests
negotiations have been held with the Attorney-General, thﬁave been conducted by any Government department on

shadow Attorney, myself and other members. Itis a sensiblgjoog samples other than for the reason they were collected,
compromise and is consistent with the present situation. Ifhich was to determine their alcohol content? If so, is a
fact, | think it is moving some way towards being more gatabank being kept by anybody on the tests that have been
generous than other Acts. We are in a spirit of compromisg@ndertaken on these blood samples? Who can access the
and are happy to accept the amendment. information? If information is being kept on these blood
The Hon. IAN GILFILLAN: | am amazed that the samples, will this information be forwarded to the national
Leader of the Opposition should say that the Opposition iglatabank?
pleased to support this, because | understood yesterday that The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: | understand the issue that the
there was a strong feeling of indignation about what Ihonourable member raises. | am not aware of the practices.
believed many members felt was an infringement of a basi©bviously, | did not come prepared to answer those ques-
human right to a person in these circumstances being able tions, and even if | had one of my officers present he would
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not know that information. However, | will undertake to information has then been placed on another databank in
endeavour to obtain answers to the questions which thanother department, will that end up on the national data-
honourable member has raised. | do not believe that any dfank? What if the department is the South Australian Police
that material will be on any national DNA database. This BillForce and it has been accessing blood samples without legal
authorises a DNA database in specific circumstances wheeaithority and has gathered all this information? | know there
you keep the DNA profile of a person convicted of anare a few ‘what ifs’ there, but | am concerned about where

offence. this information could end up.
The Hon. R.R. Roberts:What about those samples for ~ The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: With respect to the honourable
unsolved crimes—unidentified samples? member, that has nothing to do with this Bill at all. This Bill

The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: There is no problem with clearly establishes the parameters within which a national
unidentified material because there is no identifier on it. WhabNA database may be established, and it does not include
we are talking about is the protection for the identified persotblood samples of the sort the honourable member has taken
from whom a sample has been taken. Under this Bill, if theunless they are samples which are taken from a person who
person is not convicted or if the court does not extend thés ultimately convicted of an indictable offence arising from
time for keeping the sample, it is destroyed after two yearsthe circumstances in respect of which the sample was taken—
That is the protection. causing death by dangerous driving, driving in a manner

In terms of what the Hon. Mr Cameron is raising, that isdangerous to the public or any of those indictable offences
not affected, as | understand it, by this Bill, because | do notvhich involve the use of a motor vehicle.
know the extent to which those samples have been collected The Hon. T.G. CAMERON: If a Government depart-
from persons who have been convicted of indictable offencesnent, the police or anyone else has been accessing these
such as causing death by dangerous driving. If it is a passebtood samples and conducting DNA tests on them, that
ger, there is no way that under this Bill it would ever be oninformation would naturally be stored somewhere. We live
this national DNA database. in an age of computers and databanks, and | am concerned

The Hon. T.G. CAMERON: Are you confirming, under that this information has ended up on a databank with the
these examples, that anybody blood tested and subsequerBiguth Australian Police Force and may be sent off to the
charged with an indictable offence will have their blood national database. It seems from what the Attorney is telling
sample forwarded to the national databank? Is that what yomne (and | am only seeking confirmation) that that would only
are saying? occur if the person was charged with an indictable offence.

The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: No. If a person has been But for all the people who have had blood samples taken
convicted of an indictable offence the forensic sample relatesom them, for example my son, who was just a passenger in
to that particular individual in relation to that particular the back seat of car which someone ran into, what if DNA
offence and then quite obviously the DNA profile will be on tests have been undertaken on their blood? Could that end up
the DNA database. on this national DNA register, particularly if the illegal tests

The Hon. T.G. CAMERON: 1| thank the Attorney- were conducted by the South Australian Police Force?
General for his answer on that. It is my understanding that The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: I have said that | do not know

these blood samples have been accessed by people—  what tests, if any, have been conducted on samples of blood
The Hon. K.T. Griffin: That is your understanding, not taken as a result of authority granted under the Road Traffic
mine. Act. What | am saying is that that material will not end up on

The Hon. T.G. CAMERON: It has been confirmed by the national DNA database for which the parameters have
the Forensic Science Institute and the Flinders Medicabeen established by this Bill for the purposes of forensic
Centre: they have confirmed it to me. My understanding igprocedures, and | am not talking about the ones that are there
that these blood samples are taken only for the purposes afready. When this Bill comes into operation, if samples are
being tested for alcohol. taken from a driver of a motor vehicle under the authority of

The Hon. K.T. Griffin: Alcohol and related drugs. the Road Traffic Act and they relate to a person who is

The Hon. T.G. CAMERON: My understanding is that subsequently convicted of an offence arising out of that, it
it is only for alcohol. If it is other drugs, will the Attorney- may well be that it ends up on the national DNA database. |
General please tell me under what authority Governmentannot be 100 per cent certain of that, because | am not sure
departments or the South Australian Police Force aref the exact linkage between the Road Traffic Act and this
accessing these blood samples? Bill in respect of that particular set of circumstances. What

The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: | cannot tell the honourable |am saying is that, if you are a passenger and you have had
member that because | have not had time to research it. | dour blood taken with proper authority under the Road
not know what they are tested for or in what circumstance3raffic Act, it will not end up on the national DNA database
they have been otherwise used. | know the honourablprescribed by this legislation.
member has a very genuine interest in and concern about this. The Hon. NICK XENOPHON: | indicate that | support
He has raised the questions and | have undertaken the amendment, and in the context of the current legislation
endeavour to obtain information for him which provides| congratulate the Attorney on there being at least some
answers to those questions. | can do no more than that. compromise. It is a welcome compromise, but | indicate to

The Hon. T.G. CAMERON: | appreciate that. However, the Attorney my concern about a perception in the
I have been led to believe, and this was subsequentlgommunity over the cost of getting test results and other
confirmed today, that there are a range of tests—and | do nespects of the civil and criminal courts. There is concern
know what tests, everyone has gone quiet on the matter, about the cost of access to justice for individuals in getting
I suspect they might have with the Hon. Mr Gilfillan. If these access to material. The Attorney has indicated that a $10 fee
blood samples have been accessed and various tests hawié be charged for a video, which seems very much a cost
been conducted for illegal substances, DNA or whatever—tecovery basis. Will the Attorney assure the Council that
am not quite sure what tests have been conducted—and if thabsts will be pegged with respect to the obtaining of results
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on a cost recovery basis rather than it turning into a revenulee achievable, but we did not consider that, because of the
raising device, as it has in the civil courts, for instance, withvery nature of photographs.
respect to transcripts? Amendment carried; new clause inserted.
The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: | deny that it is a revenue Schedules 1 and 2 and title passed.
raising exercise in relation to transcripts, but we will have  Bill recommitted.
that debate on another occasion. | did not say that the fee for Clause 15.
the video would be $10. What | did say was— The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: | move:
The Hon. T.G. Cameron: He has been practising lately Page 7—
and has had to pay all these fees. You're the Attorney: you |ine 14—leave out ‘A copy’ and insert:
collect the money. Subject to subsection (7), a copy
The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: | am saying that under the  Leave out new paragraph (fa) of subclause (1) and substitute:
provisions of section 74(d) of the Summary Offences Act, (fa) that, if information is obtained from carrying out a

. . - . forensic procedure and the person is subsequently
which relates to the videotape or audiotape recordings of convicted of the suspected offence (or another offence by

evidence of an accused person, that fee is $10. That was fixed way of an alternative verdict) or is declared liable to
on 3 March 1996, so that is nearly two years ago. All | can supervision, the information may be stored on a database
say is that you will have an opportunity to review the and will in that event be available for access by

authorities of this State, the Commonwealth and other

regulations when they come to the Parliament and, if you are States and Territories of the Commonwealth: and

not happy with the information which is provided, you can _ . _
do something about it. There is certainly no intention of! € first amendment is to ensure consistency. The other
making this a revenue raising exercise. We want to cover th@Mendment is to ensure that a national DNA database is not
costs and ensure that persons do have access to informati@fly accessed by authorities in this State and other States but

remembering that you can still view this free of charge. In myiS0 the Commonwealth and the Territories, so it embraces
view, that really does mean that there is no downside i€ Whole of all of the jurisdictions of the Commonwealth.

relation to access to justice. Amendments carried; clause as amended passed.
Clause as amended passed. Bill read a third time and passed.
Clause 39.

The Hon. K.T. GRIEEIN: | move: [Sitting suspended from 5.57 to 7.45 p.m.]

Leave out this clause and insert new clause as follows:
Access to results of analysis WATERFRONT MERCENARIES
39.(1) Subject to subsection (2), a copy of the results of the
SPfééﬁ'jré’fm"JS‘f%ZaéiéZ'?,et'Q, Iﬁ%’g 2 person's body by a forensic  Agiourned debate on motion of Hon. T.G. Roberts:
(2) However, if the results of analysis are in a form that cannot ~ That this Council— _ _
be accurately reproduced by photocopying— 1. Condemns the Federal Liberal Government for fostering a
(a) arrangement must be made, on request by the person &ffike-breaking mercenary group of current and former serving
whom the forensic procedure was carried out, for the viewingnembers of the Australian Defence Force to undertake an overseas
(at a reasonable time and place to be nominated by th&aining program designed to allow those persons to scab on

investigating police officer) of those results; and members of the Maritime Union of Australia, who may, in the future,
(b) a copy of those results will be provided to the person onP€ €ngaged in industrial action to defend not only themselves but
payment of the fee fixed by regulation. organised labour in general; and . .
. . . . Il. Calls on the Federal Liberal Government to immediately
This has already been the subject of discussion. recall all current serving members of the Defence Force involved in

The Hon. IAN GILFILLAN: 1 will not vote againstthe this program.
amendment, but at the risk of being repetitious | make the (Continued from 10 December. Page 184.)
point again that we object to a fee being required for material
which cannot accurately be reproduced by photocopying.  The Hon. T. CROTHERS: It is not with any pleasure

Amendment carried; new clause inserted. that | make this contribution, given the rationale that under-
Clause 40. pins the presence of the subject matter on this evening’s
The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: | move: Notice Paper. | happened to look at a recent OE@ti3erver

Leave out this clause and insert new clause as follows: copy which was headed up “The OECD jobs strategy under

40. If, in the course of a forensic procedure, a photograph is takeﬁcru“ny" In the opening paragraph of that article it states:
of part of a person’s body— In 1996 there were almost 36 million people unemployed in
(a) arrangements must be made, on request by the person, for tte£CD countries, some six million more than in the mid 1990s and
viewing (at a reasonable time and place to be nominated bglmost 25 million more than in the early 1970s. At 7.5 per cent of the
the investigating police officer) of the photograph; and labour force, unemployment in the OECD area is a major source of
(b) a copy of the photograph will be provided to the person orsocial distress.
payment of the fee fixed by regulation. It is 7.5 per cent and the OECD—a large and important
The Hon. IAN GILFILLAN: Was any thought givento organisation—has said that the 7.5 per cent of unemployment
the possibility that in some circumstances this photographvithin their area is a major source of social distress. Our
could be photocopied and therefore be available on the sam@employment levels in this State are better than 10 per cent
basis as provided by clause 39? and certainly overall in Australia for the past decade, under
The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: No consideration was given Governments of both political persuasions, unemployment
to that, | suppose partly because it would not necessariliias been in a higher order than the figure of 7.5 per cent
provide an accurate reproduction. If you have tried toreferred to in this paper, which itself has described unemploy-
photocopy photographs you would understand they do nahent as a major source of social distress and economic waste.
accurately depict the information in the photograph. With thdt further states that high and persistent unemployment is
advancement of colour photocopiers and printers that migteffecting social cohesion and raising doubts about the
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capacity of the OECD economies to offer improved livingbe trained, form part of the new trainees currently being
standards for their citizens. trained on the Webb Dock site.

The report then goes on to point out some areas of hope | draw the attention of my colleagues back to what
in respect of nations which are within the area of the OECD{ranspired in New Guinea nine or 12 months ago under the
having managed against the tide to reduce the high levels érmer Prime Minister Sir Julius Chan when endeavouring
unemployment. It is fitting in the light of the motion before to try to deal with the problem of the breakaway province of
us to examine how they did that. The article states: Bougainville. He employed mercenaries—mostly former

The most encouraging recent development in the OECD area hgsaratroc’pers and SAS troopers, recruited, as | understand it,

been the success of countries like Ireland and the Netherlands IR South Africa and other parts, known as the Sandline
curbing their structural unemployment rates in the 1990s. Irelandnercenaries—and brought them in at a cost of $40 million,

i}_ says, hfﬁls experilenced e;lalrger re?_uctic;nlalltzhough ff%m afairly ?rilgh is said, in an endeavour to try successfully to deal with the
igure of unemployment. In continental urope, nhowever, €, H H H
Netherlands offers another prominent example of a successft:ﬂ”“ed rebellion that was taking place in that breakaway

combat— province. That is a not unimportant consideration, | suppose,
. . . . . for the New Guinea economy, given that the copper mine in
that is a very pertinent word in the light of the resolution Bougainville represented one of the main lines of overseas
before us— earnings for the Chan Government.
against unemployment. From being one of the countries with the  What do we find happened here with this same Federal
g?v?ﬁ?grgaigtf a{ﬂgﬁ?gga}%g%ﬁg%E%Seggég-ma”aged to bringd oyernment that is now employing our own troops on the
wharves? They are mercenary troops—you can call them
The keen observer would want to know how those twoscabs, but they are mercenary. We saw Alexander Downer,
smaller nations of the OECD were successful in grapplinghe Minister for Foreign Affairs, recoil in horror; We saw lan
with the unemployment of our modern society. It goes on tyicLachlan, the Minister for Defence, recoil in horror; and,
say: likewise, we saw Prime Minister Howard perform in similar
Ireland and the Netherlands combine inflation below 2 per cenfashion in the eyes of the public.
with general government balances which were then surpluses orhad | pelieve that the Howard Government and those two
deficits of less than 3 per cent. senior Ministers were correct in their opposition to the Chan
We as a nation fit one of those categories, but we certainlggovernment’s bringing in Sandline mercenaries because, as
do not fit the second one. The article goes on to say furthet:understand it, most of the $40 million expended on paying
Ireland and the Netherlands carried out their reforms through €M would have come from Australian Government grants
consensual process. to the Papua New Guinea Treasury which stands at some

Keep in mind what we have in front of us. They carried outsevﬁ:al hundr$ddmllllc;]n dolla{)s or moreheachkyear. hat th
their reforms through a consensual process, and | am | ney recoiled in horror because they knew that the

referring here to the two most successful nations of the 199g&PPearance of those mercenaries in New Guinea could cause

in the OECD dealing with the spectre of very high unemploy-an awful lot of unnecessary trouble for the New Guinea

ment levels which, the article maintains, destroys the socidf°vernmentand more instability than that from which it was

adhesiveness and, indeed, the social structure of society. THIE" Suffering because of the activities in Bougainville. In my
is not an unimportant consideration. | repeat: view, they were correct at that ime (and I applauded them f,or
) ) it), in opposing the Papua New Guinea Government's
COA;‘Z‘ﬁ:ﬁafgfotcheesg'.ether'a”ds carried out their reforms through i 4ing in outside mercenary forces to try to perform atask
that had proven over a number of years to be outside the
Thatis seen by the authors as essential for their implementagapacity of the Papua New Guinea defence forces.
tion. In Ireland, several aspects of the reforms were subject vet, the Hon. Mr Peter Reith, in the self-same Govern-
to a form of trilateral bargaining between unions, employersment some six months later, throws up his hands like Pontius
and the Government. Ireland I’ecently extended that proceﬁ|ate, washes them clean and says, ‘I know nothing_’ | th|nk’
of discussion to cover representatives of the unemployed. ynfortunately, that he, too, will probably hang on the cross
The tripartite agreement to which | have referred typicallyin the same fashion as did Jesus Christ and the two thieves
committed the Government to some action including suclivhom Pontius Pilate threw to the wolves when he condemned
things as tax reductions within a framework of sound fiscathem to crucifixion.
policy. This was done in exchange for moderate wage | fail to comprehend why Minister McLachlan knows little
demands. Similar agreements were concluded by ther nothing about serving Defence Force members being sent
Netherlands in the 1980s but have since become less form@l Dubai for training. One assumes that they were still being
in that area, although employees and unions still have paid as serving soldiers in the Australian Army. If they were
strong say in labour market and social policies through theifot, then the law was being broken, because they are
permanent representation in key semi-official institutions. supposed to be paid if they are serving soldiers in the
This is the OECD, the European community, much wiserAustralian Army. Either way, their gratuities would have
much more powerful fiscally than are we, and this is theircarried on and their periods of service would not have been
recipe for dealing with the spectre of unemployment.broken. No matter how you look at it, this is the first glimmer
Consider, therefore, the resolution standing in the name of thef the misuse of taxpayers’ funds in this whole sordid issue.
Hon. Terry Roberts which condemns the Federal Liberal This is the same Government which condemned the
Government for fostering a strike-breaking mercenary groupnercenaries going into Papua New Guinea but which thought
and condemns the Federal Government in essence for beiitgvas all right if it gave some effect to their own narrow-
involved, however peripherally, in taking on the employeeaninded ideological viewpoints. | believe they are just as
and members of the Maritime Union of Australia. Indeed, itwrong on this one as they were correct over the Sandline
refers to the fact—and it is almost certain—that the servingnercenaries going into New Guinea. | believe they are wrong
members of our Defence Force, which were sent to Dubai téor the same reasons that | thought they were right in doing
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what they did in respect of the Chan Government’'s employEast. | do not believe for one second that the farmers
ing mercenaries to resolve the Bougainville problem. benefited from that in respect of additional profits. Last year
There is no consistency whatsoever in this Governmentve exported 29 million sheep and 600 000 head of cattle, and
What they condemn in others, they then practise themselvelsdo not need to tell you, Mr President, as a man of the land,
The same result will occur in respect of what they have donaow many jobs would have been retained had those animals
on the wharves in the port of Melbourne as they believedeen slaughtered here; nor do | need to tell you, Mr President,
would happen six months earlier in Papua New Guinea. Wilthat the value of that meat—
their actions decrease the costs for South Australian export- The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting:
ers? Despite what Mr McGauchie, the President of the The Hon. T. CROTHERS: Mr President, | wonder if you
National Farmers Federation, says, the farmers will not reapould talk to butcher Redford over here. He is giving me a
the benefit of any cost savings that may occur at Webb Docltecture on abattoirs when | am trying to address another
If members want proof of that, they need only to considematter. | do not need to tell you, Mr President, how many
a number of considerable in-depth studies that have begabs would have been retained in this nation if those
done in England relative to rationalisation, union busting, an@9 million sheep and 600 000 head of cattle had not gone out
so forth, where it is said that the beneficiaries will be thelive last year. Indeed, how the value of the meat—
users who are at the coalface of the export. | can quote those The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting:
references for members if | must. In-depth studies were done The Hon. T. CROTHERS: | have all night. No-one
by a couple of universities in England in respect of theneeds to tell you, Mr President, how the value of that meat
Thatcher years and as to what happened relative to coaiould have been enhanced had it been slaughtered here.
savings and where they went. Instead, we export live sheep and cattle and we export the
Almost in their totality, both surveys found that moneysadditional profits overseas to the nations where the slaughter-
saved passed into the hands of the operators as profit and ditd) is being done. That is gravely affecting our balance of
not go down to the coalface users as cost savings. Is that npayments, and if that is a result which is favouring Australia
something that bells the cat about some of the lies that aaen | will stand hee.
being peddled by some members of the Federal Parliament | see Mr Gauchie, present President of the NFF, and | see
in relation to where those cost savings will go? That reallymembers of the Defence Forces over which the Hon.
does bell the cat. More than that, not only will | be surprisedMr McLachlan is Minister, being used in this silent, nefarious
if Mr Reith knows nothing about it but also | will be even exercise. Will it create additional employment in this country
more surprised if Mr McLachlan knows nothing about it. should the matter go adversely against the MUA? Of course
Those of us who remember the dispute over halal slaughteit-will not. Out of 20 nations in Europe, the Netherlands and
ing of sheep and the export of sheep live to the Middle Eadtreland stand supreme at the top of the pinnacle in dealing
will recall that the same Mr McLachlan, who was thenwith unemployment. Have they not shown the way forward—
President of the Farmers Federation, occupying the santbat the best way to deal with unemployment—and, indeed,
position— if you look at the European figures, possibly the only way to
The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting: deal with it in Common Market terms—is by having con-
The Hon. T. CROTHERS: Was that a voice from the sensual agreement between all the parties involved.
South-East, where the live sheep exports closed down This Government has chosen not to do that on a number
abattoirs and pushed out of work people whom this spalpeenf counts. More than that, in so doing it has put the rest of our
is supposed to be representing? Well, | ask you! farms, producers and exporters in jeopardy. | think my friend,
The Hon. A.J. Redford: | was on that front line. the Hon. Ron Roberts, in a contribution he made earlier today
The Hon. T. CROTHERS: | have no doubt whatsoever relative to another matter on the Notice Paper but allied to the
that you would have been on that front line. You would beone which | am now addressing, gave what | believe was the
somewhat to the right, ideologically, of Genghis Khan. Ibest narration | have ever heard in my many years of listening
would have no doubt whatsoever that the honourable membé&s public speakers.
would have been in the front line. They say no sense, no It does not leave me much room in respect of this matter.
feeling. Who knows? Anyhow, | refuse to be diverted by myl believe that this has been an act of foolhardiness in the
little young friend over there. extreme. It does not create additional employment—it does
I know the Defence Minister, the Hon. lan McLachlan, not do that. It does not assist the farmers through additional
very well because he was vice chairman of a very goodnoneys saved through cost production—studies have shown
organisation with which | used to do business on behalf ofhat. As | said, it does nothing for our unemployed but what
union members in another life; so I, too, know him very well.it does do is stir up a hornet’s nest when none needed to be
In respect of those live sheep exports, the very self-samstirred up. | acknowledge that there have been problems on
principle and tactics that are being applied at Webb Doclsome of the wharves in Australia in respect of the slow or
were applied then by Mr McLachlan. almost non-existent progress of productivity but, for every
The upshot of all that was that ‘little’ New Zealand would wharf where that problem is, there are two where it is not.
not export live sheep and held off for some years until The South Australian wharves are prime examples of this.
Australia was so doing, and that then forced New Zealandirefer to the work of the Hon. Barbara Wiese and | give the
also to export live sheep. The consequence in rural areaspresent Minister her due because she has taken a leaf out of
and the abattoirs at Naracoorte are particularly painful in myer father’s book. He was a good industrial operator in this
memory—was that many of the abattoirs that did halalState, one of the old school, not like some of the young
butchering for the Middle East nations were forced to employambunctious operators—most of them barristers—we get
part-time workers, retrench many of their workers or closdrom time to time who, it must be said, like fools rush in
down. where angels fear to tread.
What did we see being gained out of it? All we got was  This has put us and our export trade in its totality at risk
the export of Australian and New Zealand jobs to the Middlefrom the predations of the international organisations that
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represent seamen, wharfies and transport people. Let me saythe ear, giving me some palpitations at times as to whether
for those fools who really cannot see beyond the end of theirshould repost back or maintain my dignity and stand for the
noses that there are many nations out there in the market faules of debate in this Council. Thank you, Mr President.
our products who would gleefully assist the transport The PRESIDENT: | commend the Hon. Mr Crothers on
competitors of ours in the open market—transport unions—itis skilful and respectful style of address to the Chamber.
bringing our docks around Australia to a standstill because
of the competitive edge with respect to the availability of ~The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: | must say | enjoyed the last
their products over ours that such action would give them.contribution in silence. It bore no relevance to reality.
This has been something brought forward in respect to  The Hon. T. Crothers: More lies.
narrow ideological views relative to the matter. It is signifi- ~ The PRESIDENT: Order!
cant for me that the Federal Treasurer, Hon. Peter Costello, The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: | have to say that | share,
who has never been known to shy away from a fight with &@lthough perhaps not in the same way, the Hon. Trevor
union, has remained fairly silent on the whole matter. ICrothers’ sorrow in his heart. | have some sorrow in my heart
further suspect that involved in all this matter is Peter Reith’&t the intellectual bury-your-head-in-the-sand attitude adopted
own interests whereby he seeks to demonstrate that he—by the South Australian Parliamentary Labor Party. The
The Hon. R.R. Roberts:Old hairy chest. motion condemns the Federal Liberal Government for
The Hon. T. CROTHERS: Yes—through taking on the fostering a strike breaking mercenary group and calls upon
wharfies is the strong man that the Liberal Party needs tthe Federal Liberal Government to immediately recall all
succeed John Howard when he shortly leaves office and thetirrent and serving members, assuming that these people
Peter Costello is not there—too much of a fop—and | suspesvere members of the armed forces.
that John Howard is involved. | have no doubt that John Members interjecting:
Howard is no friend of Peter Costello, and | am told by a The PRESIDENT: Order!
reliable source that Peter Reith has the numbers at the The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: It is very interesting to see
moment over the Federal Treasurer. that there has not been one scintilla of evidence to show that
The Hon. A.J. Redford: Tell us your source. the Federal Liberal Government did foster a strike breaking
The Hon. T. CROTHERS: If I told you my source, you mercenary group. The Opposition may have its suspicions
might get expelled from the Liberal Party. You know whatand think that that might be the case but, in the case of the
they say: when young fools put their head on the block thétraightforward, unequivocal denials on the part of the
old axeman comes down and chops. Minister, Mr Reith, | cannot see how this motion can possibly
Members interjecting: be passed. | know the Hon. Trevor Crothers is an honourable
The PRESIDENT: Order! Do not spoil your contribution. person, one who believes in the presumption of innocence,
The Hon. T. CROTHERS: Thank you, Mr President, for one who believes in the rule of law and one who in my
your protection. | shall not. It is unfortunate that there areexperience generally acts only upon the evidence before him
some wretches who keep interjecting. | believe to my sorrovand his own personal experience.
that that is part of the whole scenario. It is a hydra headed It is disappointing to see that what little hope the Aust-
exercise and that is one of the heads of the hydra—Petgalian Labor Party had of becoming relevant in most of the
Reith’s ambition to succeed his present Leader. He realisetebates that are going on around the country at the moment,
that in respect to capacity and ability he has a fairly doughtyncluding tax and dealing with our debt in this State with the
opponent. As much as | dislike Costello, | must be honest angale of ETSA, is becoming increasingly irrelevant. In fact, it
say he is a man of considerable ability and capacity. | thinks so disappointing that former Senator Graham Richardson
the Hon. Mr Reith realises that the Hon. Mr Costello isin aBulletinarticle (3 March) talks about the Labor Party and
indeed a doughty opponent and, so as to ensure his promoti@ia ability to stick its head in the sand, to raise hoary old
to the purple, it will be necessary to score big in the eyes oideological chestnuts and to miss opportunities. He virtually
the ideologues who run the dry faction of the Liberal Partypredicted the demise of Bob Carr because of that attitude. In
This is part of the Webb Dock scene. It is an absolutghat article he says:
disgrace; it is a nefarious disgrace for which there was Is it any wonder, then, that | still feel considerable pain when |
absolutely no necessity—absolutely none whatsoever. At $ee the Party for which | worked for almost all my adult life miss
time when the world economy is trembling on the brink, thedpportunities and waste chances? There are two reasons for my
. - el 2 ._ “melancholy—
last thing Australia needs, if it is not to go like its East Asian L ) )
neighbours, is an unnecessary internationalised dispute on ddf€ Was the electricity issue and the other the way in which
wharves. | am only sorry that | have to get up and make the ACT branch of the Labor Party has been dealt with. He
speech in support of a motion which the mover had ngontinues:
alternative but to put on the Notice Paper. Carr was booed and jeered by delegates from the Left and the

If the Labor Party was to stand for anything, if it is to Right when he put forward his proposition. As usual the ALP—the

maintain integrity and principle, then this matter cannot be(F;fl :ggrfmc?n%n%géltp %rp te(l)r(t)yhogrrde.fclJr.m—found the concept of changing

left unchallenged. | say that with all the sincerity | can |twas great, emotive stuff and in the absence of anything like the
muster. This is an ideological game that is played. | say it fommount of preparatory work which ought to go into exercises of this
the sorrow | feel in my heart for the farmers who have hadind, the ALP conference crushed its Labor Premier.

three good years in a row and who are not and were ndkhis is on all fours with what Graham Richardson is saying
involved and who now through their union—the Nationalin that article, and that is that the Australian Labor Party,
Farmers Federation (it is a union)—have become involvedoarticularly the South Australian Division, had stuck its head
This dispute could become much more widespread. It shoulirmly in the sand, rolled out the two Roberts boys, sent them
never have got off the ground. | support the proposition an@ut and said, ‘Let’s have a talk about this waterfront fight.’

| thank you, Mr President, for your protection throughoutl have not seen Bob McMullen since he made his gaffe the
from those raucous young interjectors who were like a fleather day—and | will return to that. | have not seen Beazley,
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Gareth Evans or anyone of the Labor leadership team come Itis interesting to note some of the things that go on in the
out of the bunker and try to support the union in this case. waterfront today. We have a thing called the ‘overtime

Indeed, after first raising the issue in the Federal Pareulture rort’, where casual employees cannot be used until
liament, and faced with the clear and unequivocal denials oafter all permanent employees have been offered overtime
the part of Mr Reith, they have not said anything about thisvork. That provision results in wharfies being able to whistle
at all. There is absolutely no evidence to support this motiorup at will the famous double-header. Then we get the ‘cold
I am not sure what the Australian Democrats will do when itseat rort’, where wharfies are issued with required clothing
comes to a vote on this. before the start of each shift but refuse to dress before the

The Hon. R.R. Roberts interjecting: shift starts and have a cold seat changeover when they can

The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: The honourable member discuss business.
interjects and says, ‘They’ll have two bob each way.’ The Then we get the ‘five men for four containers rort’, where,
interesting thing will be to see whether or not they will act onin delivering exempt refrigerated kiwi fruit cargo from No. 5
the evidence that is being presented, because there has Wé&bb Dock, the MUA demanded and got the kind of
been any. You just come in, Hon. Terry Roberts, looking formanning level that sums up the need for waterfront reform.
another union to support the progressive Labor allianc&o deliver just four containers—and that means to pick them
backed by former Federal Parliament member, Peter Duncanp with a forklift and load them on to a truck—they required
and then the Hon. Ron Roberts has endeavoured to suppdiste people: one forklift driver, one foreman and three clerks.
him. Sounds like the future ministerial office of members opposite.

I always listen to the contributions of Presumably, the clerks were needed to do the heavy load of
the Hon. Trevor Crothers with a great deal of interest. He saiddvanced mathematics involved in counting four containers.
that the performance of the Hon. Ron Roberts was one of the | now detail the ‘automatic weighbridge rort'. In the Port
best he had ever seen from that member. | might point outf Geelong there is an automatic weighbridge. It takes
that he was not in the Chamber at any stage during thdt5 minutes to set up and 15 minutes to tally up at the end of
contribution; it was not the impression we got on this side othe shift, and the MUA requires one wharfie to watch the
the Chamber. weighbridge for the entirety of each shift. Then there is the

The Hon. Ron Roberts in his contribution late this‘don't tell my mates I’'m getting paid rort’. Some striking
afternoon made some comments about there being amorkers at Patricks are still earning wages. Two men claimed
enterprise agreement and asked why the NFF was poking il 200 each in one week by reporting to work at the
nose into the issue. The answer to that is simple: the NFEompany's other Melbourne facility not affected by the strike
wants to enter into this field of endeavour, and it is entitledaction. Then we get the ‘march for money rort’. The MUA
to do that. Itis entitled to enter into a commercial endeavouand affiliated unions held a stop work march through the
to compete with other enterprises. Consistent with the Kernaitreets of Melbourne. The MUA notified the stevedoring
supported industrial relations Bill, it decided that it wantedcompanies that a stop work meeting would be held. Under
to recruit workers who were not necessarily members of théheir award all marching wharfies were paid at the daily shift
MUA. It is entitled to recruit anyone it likes under the rate to attend the rally.
legislation that was supported by Cheryl Kernot, and whether Then there is the ‘I can work fast on overtime rort'.
that be people who have had training overseas or formekpparently, productivity per hour doubles if employees are
members of the armed forces that is its right and entitlementold they can go home after handling a set number of

If the MUA cannot face that sort of competition it ought containers in a shift and they are paid for that full shift. We
to go, because we live in a competitive world where microdook at some of the conditions that these privileged Australian
economic reform was substantially advanced by the formeenjoy.

Federal Labor Government. It is the sort of microeconomic Members interjecting:
reform which was promised to us over and over again by the The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: This is all printed in the
former Federal Labor Government but never delivered. media. There are none of the big gaps that are left by

The Hon. P. Holloway: It was delivered. Beazley’s silence. You know Beazley, he’s your Federal

The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: The Hon. Paul Holloway Leader. He does not say anything on this topic because he
says, ‘It was delivered.’ Look at the wharves now comparedknows that these are a bunch of rorts. He gets a few back-
to what they were. You did the easy bit, but have a look abenchers in the ALP in little old South Australia, the place
them compared to what they are overseas—that is the hatdat has had the most recent election, to wheel out this so-
bit. Talk to exporters who have to compete and who havealled frenzied protection of their mates in the MUA.
been competing on the world market for many years. They We will go on. The 4 500 MUA members working as
are entitled to expect world class performances from thawvaterside workers are paid between $74 000 and $110 000
aspect of the industry. per year for a 30 hour working week. Comparisons with other

The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting: shift workers’ base pay show a police officer on $47 000; a

The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: If they cannot deliver world  nurse, $43 000; and construction worker, $35 500. They have
class performances we will have to get someone else to do &.35 hour a week base award condition but meal and smoko
The honourable member interjects and says, ‘World claskreaks are included and paid for in the 35 hours.
management’, and | would agree. It has been easy for The Hon. R.R. Roberts interjecting:
management to enter into sweetheart deals with the MUA, The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: | invite the Hon. Ron Roberts
faced with the sort of tactics that the MUA adopted—strikego listen to this and calculate it, because by the time we have
for football grand finals and things like that. It is absolutelygone through the figures the Hon. Ron Roberts will have
outrageous to say that we can expect, in an export industrworked out that lawyers are getting paid less per hour than
second rate service from our stevedoring industry—servicthese guys are paid. | will expose that.
which our competitors for our export industries do not have Then we get to the next matter. The MUA insists that all
to put up with, and | will return to some of those later. employees join the union, including employees at Patrick and
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P&O and, when hiring, Patrick has to consult the union. Thehe coal industry. The number of work related injuries on
only crime the NFF has committed is to say it does not wantvharves in 1994-95 was 169.6 per thousand employees
people from that union, or that they can apply but they willcompared with 64.3 for the mining industry and 29.1 for all
abide by its enterprise bargaining agreement, which will gother industries. In 1997, industrial disputation on the
through all the protected processes set up by Cheryl andaterfront was second only to the coal industry.

Peter. | saw Cheryl standing there— Indeed, it is interesting to hear what other people are
The Hon. Sandra Kanck interjecting: saying about this. The Ship Owners’ Mutual Strike Insurance
The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: Cheryl Kernot, the one you Association, known as the Strike Club, ranks Australia No.1

spoke about the other night. Then there is the issue that &t terms shipping strikes. The ranking is more startling

some sites rosters exist which give workers one paid week offecause Australia accounts for just 2 per cent of the world’s
in every five. Would we not like that? Then we see thatshipping trade. So, we are No.1 in terms of strikes and we
waterside workers are frequently paid to stay at home; it ifave only 2 per cent of the trade. New Zealand fell out of
called ‘idle time’. | suppose that is about the only truth in thiscontention ages ago. Port reform in New Zealand has added
whole matter. In Adelaide, work is available only 50 per centmillions of dollars to the incomes of farmers and exporters,
of the time, and employees are paid to stay at home for thend indeed has enabled them to keep some of the markets
balance of the time. This is here in Adelaide—and this is thehey might otherwise have lost. It has also improved the
most productive port in the country; they work 50 per cent ofeveryday lives of ordinary New Zealanders, who now pay
the time. less in port costs for every imported product.

The Hon. R.R. Roberts interjecting: Richard Prebble, former Labor Party Minister responsible

The PRESIDENT: Order! The Hon. Mr Roberts will  for New Zealand waterfront reform (and the Hon. Mike Rann
come to order. You have had a fair go this afternoon and pug quite fond of quoting New Zealand politicians), stated:
your case very well. Why .do you notlllsten now to apother My advice to Australia is simple: you don’t need another expert
honourable member who is putting his case? You will haveeport or conference. You need action.

a chance to conclude. | also say again to the honourab . . . I
member who is now contributing, Hon. Mr Redford, that,LFhat is precisely what the Federal Government is doing in

when you refer to members of Parliament or other people irﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁg gt c:_iv;/?et‘ﬁ;;rg:;r:form. Then, an editorial in Bgdney

society will you please use their titles, not their Christian i )
names? The waterfront is one of the most glaring examples of workplace

poen inefficiency in Australia. This is more than an anomaly. It is a
The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: I raise another matter. They geagweight on other areas of industry and must be removed.

get 10 days’ sick leave a year which accumulates and which

can be cashed in. What other enterprise is doing that? Thaj)deed, it has been said by many sources that the MUAS
get five weeks' annual leave with 27.5 per cent leav utdated apprqa_ch to industrial relations is costing Australia
loading—that is one extra week with an additional 10 per cenindreds of millions of dollars. o
loading over most awards; and long service leave with (wait 't iS interesting to note that only recently the Maritime
for it) 27.5 per cent loading. Most awards provide 17.5 pefJnion of Australia rejected an offer to buy and run the
cent. They get paid leave to attend Federal union conferencest8 million Darling Harbour docks operation for $1. It is
All driver's licences, equipment licences, trade certificationd€POrted that the offer came from Chris Corrigan in the wake
and qualifications are paid for by the employer. They get twf the company’s continuing losses. Mr Corrigan said:
paid stop work meetings a year, a non-taxable meal allowance ‘You can have the business for $1,’ then | slid a dollar coin across
of $6.40, and no work if the temperature reaches 38 degree&¢ table and said, ‘Here's the coin you can use to buy it But the
even though all mechanical equipment is air conditioned® e Was rejected out of hand.
Rain and dust conditions also apply, and there is a $1 600l&is interesting to look at the South Australian performance,
year allowance for telephones, laundry, etc. Gyms, pooﬂlnd I must say that in Australian terms it is very good, but it
tables, televisions, radios, showers and lockers are providdgl about the equivalent of South Australia’s winning the
on site. There is a three-year job guarantee, with the redusheffield Shield at a time when we had not won a test match
dancy pay-out set at $90 000, plus super. for five years. We have some extraordinary difficulties. We
What do we get for all this? We have the most unproduchave 25 crane movements per hour, and we say that that is a
tive wharves in the world. We have a five-port nationalgood record.
average of 18.3 crane movements per hour, when good The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It's the best in Australia.
operations overseas of a similar scale to Australian ports The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: It is the best in Australia
average 30 per hour. The MUA blames old and unreliablevhen you look at it from that perspective and on that
equipment— benchmark. However, those 25 crane movements are at good
The Hon. R.R. Roberts interjecting: times, whereas the average is 21.1 containers per hour. That
The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: There it goes: the is better than the other States but well below the Auckland
Hon. Ron Roberts has jumped on it—for the poor productiviperformance at a regular 25 per hour and far below 30 per
ty rate. However, over the past three years, in excess dfour being achieved in places such as Thailand. We have
$400 million has been poured into state of the art cranesome specific problems in South Australia. There is only one
straddle carriers, forklifts and computer systems, yet there isontainer terminal and only one container terminal operator—
no sign of any sustained improvement in productivity.Sea-Land—and that is a monopoly. Whilst it has a better
Australian exporters cannot afford to suffer the poor producerane rate than, say, Melbourne, it charges about 20 per cent
tivity, unreliability and high costs of this protected employ- higher fees than Melbourne. When we look at container
ment sector. A significant factor in the poor stevedoringhandling charges, the Adelaide head of Sea-Land (Captain
performance is a bad occupational health and safety recordndrews) claims some commercial confidentiality, but the
The industry has the poorest lost time injury and workersteality is that there is a monopoly which charges more on a
compensation record of any industry in Australia, includingpure cost-plus basis and to the benefit of MUA members to
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move a couple more containers per hour than the nation®apua New Guinea trade. The Canadian exporter now finds
average. Monopolies are a real problem in this respect, ariticheaper to send his vehicles to Port Moresby via Europe.
that is something that the NFF operation is directly confrontindeed, that has caused a significant loss of income to that
ing. We can look at what happened previous to Sea-Landustralian business and does nothing to enhance our reputa-
coming here—and Barbara Wiese is regarded as the greton.

instigator of this; she replaced one monopoly with another. | listened with some interest to the Hon. Ron Roberts’s
That is hardly the micro-economic reform that the Hon. Pautather facile attack on the legal profession and the sort of fees
Holloway was jumping around so vigorously about not moret charges. The Hon. Ron Roberts has displayed absolute

than five minutes ago. gross pig ignorance when it comes to comparing fees with
wages. | do not expect many members opposite— the Hon.
The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting: Terry Cameron is a notable exception—to understand

The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: The Premier has addressed anything about finance, economics and about the cost of
that. He in some respects frog-marched the Leader of tHéinning a business. What the Hon. Ron Roberts does not
Opposition up to the line. The Premier is endeavouring t¢!nderstand is that a lawyer in private practice generally with
build a Darwin connection on the rail line. Then we will have @ Niné hour day (and | am happy to provide him with
real competition because as producers we will be able ttformation from time and motion experts, if he wants) will
choose between a Darwin port and a Port Adelaide port. It §€nerate about 5% billable hours a day. Generating that 5%2

interesting to see what Jeff Kennett says about this. He is @illable hours a day is something the Hon. Ron Roberts has
well respected national leader. He stated: never had to do in his life. | can understand his absolute base
I know some would say it's naive, but | can’t understand whyand gross ignorance on this topic because he has had no
John Coombs doesn’t say to his men,' ‘Righto guys, we're notgoiné’ersonal experience in this area. He WO_UId not know.
to beat the NFF by strikes and legal action. There is only one way However, the trouble and the tragedy is that he would not
we're going to beat them and, let's face it, at the moment theeven bother to take the trouble to know. Lawyers, like most
wharfies have in one sense all the cards in their hands. They knomher businesses. have overheads. They pay rent wages
how to use the equipment already. They haven't got to train peopl ; L : . ! ’
to go in their work force.” So | don’t understand why John wants toﬁlorkers compensation costs, leave loadings, holiday pay and
take the union back to old trade union practices. Why doesn't héll of these overheads and have to cover those overheads from
become a modern trade unionist and get to his men and challengethin those charges. So, the Hon. Ron Roberts can come
t‘lhr?'m'to PF?V%th?t theyhare ?ﬁttert_han aﬂy\{\;]hﬂf?t ?'St%in thet WO_rc!ld?ouncing into this place and make personal attacks on the
is is not about crushing the union, whether it is the watersidg ;.
workers or it was the vice versa the NFF. This is about challengin%/IInISter for De_fence, the Hon'. lan McLachlan, make_
the union. Look, if I'd give them all knighthoods if they got to the Personal aspersions about my weight and then come up with
position where Melbourne was recognised as the most efficient pogome facile comment about lawyers’ incomes.
in the world because it happened. We could attract new industry here Independent surveys have shown—and if the Hon. Ron
Sbjotve 1 ot 10 oriah the Lo the objectve i"s‘-’rﬁ'ov5v°a3'$5e°g”e3°befts would be remotely interested, | am happy to send
John Coombs to understand that this isn’t a matter about destructigh™ COp'eS_S,hC_)W that the average income of a lawyer in
of the union. It is the creation of opportunity for efficiency and South Australia is $40 000 per annum after the payment of
competition. all his overheads. That is hardly anything to get excited about

That is what Jeff Kennett said on 5 February 1998. That i§@nd there are a substantial number of lawyers out there,
precisely what Reith is trying to achieve with these changed!@ving gone through the trouble of completing a tertiary
It is a competitive environment in a port to enable ourqualification—something which the Hon. Ron Roberts

exporters to achieve the best returns. Jeff Kennett, 14 dayganaged to avoid—and having gone through a period of low
later, had this exchange with an interviewer: iIncome when they first entered the work force, notwithstand-

Interviewer: There was a notion that for a while that farmersing all of that earn less than the wharfies. That is notwith-
would become disillusioned with the waterfront move. In fact, thes'[andlng the fagt that Iawygrs have to devek)p’, pay or borrow
opposite has happened. Farmers are rallying behind the NFF andoney for capital expenditure to pay for their equipment,
indeed, the NFF's membership rates are going way up. What do ydibrary and various other things. | am used to the cheapness

think that says about the situation? _ o of the Hon. Ron Roberts approach to politics—
Jeff Kennett: | think I'd like to say that it's a bit like what's The Hon. R.R. Roberts interjecting:

happened here with the Government: people respect leadership. They ]
may not always agree with everything you do, but they clearly want The PRESIDENT: Order! o
to be led where they understand what the objectives are. Now in this The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: | am used to this ‘climb

paftitcular case thet ObjeCttive_ti_S amore ;:orlnpetitiv% Watetrflrontt taown in the gutter and throw a few figures around and let us
Create employmen reunit r rallan n r rr I; i i H H
for work d(?ne)./ Dgn I\ag(%%ughie?lieczer IgZitﬁ, %hsriSCo?riZgrf—%lejyﬁm compa’re apples with apples becaus-e it might ruin my
are three individuals who are working to achieve that and it doesn'@0d Story” approach to the debate. It is a grossly unfair
surprise me at all in particular that rural Victorians are giving Doncomparison and a poor reflection on his colleagues.
their total support and they should. If they don’t then they can't  The Hon. R.R. Roberts interjecting:
complain if in fact we do not only not maintain our industries atthe  The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: The Hon. Ron Roberts
level they are but we deny ourselves the opportunity to grow.  jsariects and says that | cannot take it. | sat here for an hour
From my dealings with people in rural South Australia—andand listened to this poppycock. Now that he is getting it back,
unlike the Hon. Ron Roberts | have a high regard for them—he is the one sitting there interjecting, jumping up and down
believe they are putting their weight behind the Federahnd being called to order throughout the course of this debate.
Government’s approach in dealing with this issue. To come in here and make some of the personal comments
There are some extraordinary stories. A Queenslanthat he made when dealing with this issue is an absolute
business imported all its terrain vehicles from Canada. It thedisgrace and an abuse of this place and something that ill-
put some value in them and distributed them withinbehoves Her Majesty’s Opposition. Indeed, | am sure that the
Australasia, including New Zealand and, until recently, Papu&lon. Ron Roberts will be soundly rebuked. When the
New Guinea. The waterfront costs in Brisbane put paid to th@onourable member attacks hard-working farmers in the
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manner that he has | must say that | am appalled. He sits theceurtesy to those customers, this business would collect and
and says that the farmers receive substantial subsidies. | loo&turn those unregistered vehicles, that being considered to
forward a great deal to sending out my press release tomape good business practice. However, as a result of the large
row explaining to those farmers that according to theincrease in the cost of trade plates for heavy vehicles from
Hon. Ron Roberts they are lucky because they are getting alpproximately $450 to $750 per annum—a very hefty
these subsidies. | am sure that they will write to the Hon. Rotincrease—this business has been forced to give up its trade
Roberts and say, ‘Thank you, Mr Roberts, for telling us abouplates and hence the provision of an extremely useful
all these subsidies. We didn’t know that we were so well off.courtesy to its customers.

You'd better tell our bank manager.’ He then says: My office investigated why the cost of trade plates had
When the legislation comes up on the dairy industry let us opeKyrocketed in this low inflation environment. The reason
that up to competition. When it comes to chicken and meat and porgtated was continual abuse of the trade plates system. An
coming into the country, let us take away the barriers. example given was the owner of numerous cars (I assume that
What barriers? There is not one primary industry in thismeans the operator of a used car yard) not registering any of
country that does not in some way, shape or form compete dhe vehicles and simply rotating a trade plate around the
an international market—and that is more than can be said fofehicles when in use. This could be done by various members

the MUA. It is those people who are losing their farms andof a family and, depending on the number of cars involved
who do not have the income to enable them to providén such a rort, it could provide significant savings for the
properly for their enterprises and families. In such a seriouswner.
debate it ill behoves the Hon. Ron Roberts to have a go at Unfortunately, simply hiking up the price of a trade plate
another honourable member’s weight. It is absolutely over thdoes little to restrict this type of a rort. At best, it confines it
top. to people who can afford the new increased cost of a trade
The Hon. Paul Holloway turns around to look at him. Thatplate. It may even encourage the misuse of plates as people
is what he did. He showered a series of personal attacks 8ok to get full value for the plate.
members of this place. | must say that he has done this place The downside of such an increase is that some legitimate
no good at all. The honourable member went on to say thgsers of the plates have been forced to turn them in and many
following about the farming community: others are smarting under the increase. Good manners may
Let us have some competition. These farmers want the brave nefPSt nothing, but a business courtesy costing $750 a year was
world. Well, let us give it to them. They will squeal and run to their too much for the exhaust manufacturer who contacted my
political mates. No, they do not want competition. They want tooffice.
screw the wharfies so that Peter Reith can look tough when they This raises a more general philosophical question. Simply
torpedo John Howard. L : - .
i ~ jacking up prices as a means of controlling rorts is often
I reject utterly those statements about our farmingcounter-productive. To me, it seems a bit like a child who has
community. Is it any wonder that members opposite cann@been naughty in school and who will not own up, so the
win a seat outside metropolitan Adelaide with the exceptiogyhole class is kept back after school. A consideration of the
of Whyalla? Is it any wonder that that is what has happenege|ationship between registration costs and road related costs
in political terms? indicates that it is the frequency of vehicles on the road that
The Hon. Ron Roberts should know better. He spent ghould determine the impost placed on the motorist.
Significant period of time in the last Parliament as the shadow Equ|ty demands that we deve|0p a more direct re|ationship
Minister for Primary Industries. The fact is that after thebetween registraﬂon imposts and road related costs. This
whole of that period as shadow Minister this is the contempfmpost has been borne by a few small businesses in our State.
in which he holds primary producers in rural South Australia.|t js not a particularly sexy issue; and there has been no media
I must say that the Hon. Ron Roberts is a grave disappoininterest in it. In fact, | expect that the media knows nothing
ment to me, and | imagine that he is a grave disappointmenfhout it. Nevertheless, it is an impost on small business.
in political terms to the Leader of the Opposition. | know | 4o not deny that there are people rorting the system, but
deep in my heart that he is a grave disappoiniment in the heafle Democrats believe that the method the Government has
of good members such as the Hon. Paul Holloway. It was @seq to deal with it merely confuses the issue and will not
disgraceful performance. One can only live in hope that ongtop the rorting. We think the Government should go back to

day the Hon. Ron Roberts will provide us with an intellectualthe drawing board on this one, and that is why | move for the
debate about something, if that is possible, and we can get @fisallowance of this regulation.

with dealing with the issues rather than indulging in personal
attacks. | oppose the motion. The Hon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER secured the
) adjournment of the debate.
The Hon. R.R. ROBERTSsecured the adjournment of

the debate. RURAL ROAD SAFETY STRATEGY

TRADE PLATES The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW (Minister for Transport
and Urban Planning): | move:

The Hon. SANDRA KANCK: | move: That the Environment, Resources and Development Committee

That the regulations under the Motor Vehicles Act 1959be required to investigate and report on the draft South Australian
concerning trade plates, made on 13 November 1997 and laid on tfRural Road Safety Strategy prepared by the South Australian Road
table of this Council on 2 December 1997, be disallowed. Safety Consultative Council.
My office has been contacted by the owner of a smalllThe Government, on behalf of all South Australians, has
business that manufactures and installs exhaust systems faaced a very high priority on road safety issues, as | believe
heavy vehicles. Occasionally, the business would modify othe Parliament as a whole would wish us to do. Generally, in
replace the exhaust of a new unregistered vehicle. As &rms of debate and questions in this place over some period
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of time, road safety has certainly been a major concern for991 76 77 153
members. | therefore wanted to highlight a number of issuet992 59 73 132
in terms of rural road safety and, as part of this wholelgg?1 2? gg gg
exercise, to note that the South Australian Road Safetygqs 71 81 152
Consultative Council was established by the Government inggg 66 83 149
1994 with Sir Dennis Paterson as Chairman and with seniar997 45 65 110

representation from the RAA, Police, Transport SA, MotorTable B showing number of SA Casualty Road Crashes, Adelaide
Vehicle Accident Commission, the Department for Educatioq"’_l”d Country Area, 1986-87 to 1996-97 Financial Year

and Children’s Services, the Local Government Association\'2;’;{:‘:'&1I Adelaide Country Total
and the legal profession. 1986-87 6570 1926 8496
The council has worked diligently, and in 1995 the 1987-88 6117 1926 8043
Government released the South Australian strategic plan fd988-89 5186 1950 7136
road safety to the year 2000. All the initiatives outlined in this1989-90 5589 1880 7469
. . . 90-91 5322 1646 6968

plan are designed to meet an ambitious target in terms Qigg;_g> 1562 1558 6120
reduced road fatalities. The target is a 20 per cent reductiofpg2-93 4760 1521 6281
on the trend decline in road deaths based on 1993 deaths1993-94 4812 1522 6334
think I should explain that target in more detail by highlight- 138‘51-82 ig‘llg %‘Slg? 24112‘21
ing that the base 1993 figure for total deaths on Sout 996-97 4625 1370 2095

Australian roads was 189. At that time, the forecast fo ) o
decline, in terms of trend lines over the previous two decades, The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: | particularly highlight
meant that the projected steady decline in deaths by the yetgPle A and the decline in fatality crashes during the 10 years
2000 was estimated to be 134. 1987-1997. The decline is of a similar order in both the
Therefore, the strategic plan for road safety launched b{netropolitan and rural areas of the State with metropolitan
the Government has set a target of a 20 per cent reduction éfality crashes declining from 91 to 45 (a decline of
the 134 that had been projected by steady decline on the 1998 per cent) and rural fatality crashes declining from 112 to
road deaths of 134, that 20 per cent reduction being a figur@® (& decline of 42 per cent) during the same period.
of 109. | think all members would argue that it is 109 too ~Many reasons are offered for the disproportionately high
many road deaths, but it is a huge difference on what hadumber of rural fatalities, including the nature of rural
happened in the past in terms of deaths on our roads, andGtashes where higher speeds and longer distances are
is an ambitious target. involved, the amount of time that people do spend in their
In terms of reaching that target, in 1996 I, as a member of€hicles, and the numbers of people per vehicle. All these
the Australian Transport Council, together with Common-matters are considered factors in rural road crashes and
wealth, State and Territory Ministers, signed the national roag€aths. Other regional issues are also involved, including the
safety action plan. | then subsequently approved a proposBigher patient retrieval and treatment times often resulting in
from the South Australian Road Safety Consultative Councifligh incidents of life-threatening injuries. These issues are all
that a task force be established to prepare a rural road safeggnvassed in the rural road strategy proposed by the task
action plan for South Australia incorporating initiatives from force on behalf of the South Australian Consultative Council
the State plan, the national road safety action plan and arfpr Road Safety. . ) )
new matters that were generated by the task force itself. ~ The action plan arising from consultations, particularly
The need for a road safety focus in rural areas is obviougased in Tanunda about a year ago, has been divided into two
when one considers, first, the disproportionately high numbéables. | seek leave to table a copy of the rural road safety
of fatality crashes in rural areas compared with the metropoli@ction plan before addressing the contents of that plan.
tan area and, secondly, that the majority of drivers involved Leave granted.
in rural fatality crashes live in rural areas. This fact is not The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW:  The reportis divided into
always acknowledged, in fact rarely acknowledged, bywo tables. Table 1 contains actions which have been either
country people, but it is one that | am very keen to se€ompleted, commenced but which have not yet completed,
brought to the fore in the debate about rural road safetgommenced or are ongoing from year to year, or have been
issues. funded in the 1997-98 financial year. In other words, there is
Indeed, the latest available figures (November 1997) fronlready a funding commitment to the actions in table 1.
Transport SA's Office of Road Safety indicate that approxi- ~ Table 2 contains recommended actions that are yet to be
mately 65 per cent of road fatalities and serious casualties igommenced. Activities are listed under three priorities: short
South Australia involve people who live in rural areas.term, long term and those priorities that are agreed in
Against this background it is important to acknowledge thaprinciple by the consultative council but which the council
South Australia has recorded considerable success since thelieves require further investigation. The issues promoted
1970s in steadily reducing the number of fatal and casualt@s part of the plan include:

crashes. | seek leave to have inserteHamsardtwo tables 1. Enforcement and public education on speeding and

which highlight fatal road crashes and casualty road crash&gatbelt use.

in South Australia. 2. The involvement of local communities, including
Leave granted. schools, in building a road safety ethos.

Table A showing number of SA Fatal Road Crashes, Adelaide and 3. Action by local government to ensure best practice in
Country Area 1987 to 1997 (as at end of November each year) road safety measures.

Igg; Adesﬁide Cfﬁg”y E%t:?' 4. The use of road safety audits to remove hazards.
1988 89 94 183 . 5. The black spot funding process and other road
1989 87 92 179 improvements.

1990 73 97 170 6. Driver education and training.



Wednesday 25 February 1998 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 439

7. Driver fatigue measures, including encouraging rural Members of Parliament have a particularly important role
communities to develop incentives for drivers to break theito play in addressing these issues, particularly members with

journeys. rural allegiances or who are holding rural seats. It is for this
8. Consultation with Aboriginal communities on road reason that I, on behalf of the Government, propose that the
safety. Environment, Resources and Development Committee be the

There are also many more issues that are discussed asaurce for seeking this community opinion and for debating
many more specific areas are canvassed under those generadl recommending in some of the areas that require further
headings. Members who have been around this place for @&svestigation in terms of this Rural Road Safety Action Plan.
long as | have—some 15 years—will remember that earlieThe committee’s terms of reference certainly embrace the
this decade, in about 1991, the Hon. Frank Blevins as theissue of transport, because section9 provides that the
Minister for Transport introduced into this place a 10-pointcommittee:
road safety plan based on the insistence—it may also have (a) . . . inquire into, consider and report on such of the following

been financial blackmail as it was often dubbed at the time— matters as are referred to under this Act. . .
by the Federal Government and the then Federal Minister for (i) any matter concerned with planning, land use or
Transport (Hon. Bob Brown). At that time it was insisted that transportation.

there be many initiatives taken in the interests of road safet
the introduction of a .05 BAC limit, the introduction of
100 km/h as the general speed limit, compulsory bicycl
helmets, lights on motor bikes and many more. h

¥n terms of land use, transportation and the environment

enerally in the broader sense, rural road safety issues are

ighly appropriate to be considered by the committee. It is

. ) ighly appropriate, considering the membership of the
_Some of these issues created considerable controvergynittee because that has been a consideration for me in

within all political Parties and | can certainly recall extraordi- roposing this legislation. The membership from this place

narily heated debate in this place and in the community 8f,y,qes the Hon. John Dawkins, the Hon. Mike Elliott and
large abo!“ manlylof the specifics of that 10-point black spoje on, Terry Roberts. All three members have various
perogram in adfd;]tlog to thde ma_nn;er Im r\1Nh||—|Ch trl13e tl):gdera ctive levels of country interest, ranging from the Mid North,
over:nmehnto the aly an dpamgu arly the Hon. Bob Browny, e Riverland and the South-East, and beyond. From another
sought to have that plan adopted. lace the members are the member for Hanson, Stephanie
| remenjber debates about the 100 km/h gengral SPE§&y, the member for Chaffey, Karlene Maywald and the
limit and highlight that the Rural Road Safety Action Plan o her for Schubert, Ivan Venning. All these members have
tbhat : f;ave téabled tOdaﬁ’ dcs)es proTpr?se that s:ch_:h a spe:ad ML active interest either in rural issues or in transport issues
€ eniorced across t e tate. . at sort o ISSue, plus th particular. The member for Hanson was very involved, as
pompqlsory carriage of licences, IS canvassed in the reporin organiser | think, with the Transport Workers Union. The
including the mandatory suspension of licence, and quite g e members represent country seats. | know from speaking

number of other issues. to them individually that the issues proposed in this report are

The action plan itself, as | highlighted in respect of tabl P ; P
2, notes that there are matters that have been agreedegﬁegzea_lcuve In the minds of the people they represent in this

principle by the Rural Road Safety Task Force and by th
South Australian Road Safety Consultative Council but thos
forces, lobbyists and enthusiasts agree that the issues req

In terms of the focus on rural road safety, | highlighted
that although this has been a major priority for the Govern-
further investigation ment it has also been a very strong priority within Trans-

My very strong view and that of the Government is thatPort SA (formerly the Department of Transport). I highlight

that investigation should be undertaken by further communit§"at this is not just rhetoric and that a lot of money has been
nvested in country areas which had not been the case with

consultation, particularly with rural communities, and that th -
focus for feedback and conduct of those discussions shouff€vious Labor Governments.

be members of Parliament because, ultimately, the decisions | highlight in particular our commitment to seal, over a
arising from these matters will have to be determined in thid-0 year period to the year 2004, all the rural arterial roads.
place across Party lines. Because they are issues bein§at is a $60 million project and already $34.2 million has

proposed in the community interest, they should be looke§€en invested in this sealing work. The Burra to Morgan road
at by members of the Parliament at this time. has just had the final seal; the Brinkworth to Blyth road has

| stress strongly that all of the issues raised by the tasReen sealed; some 5.5 kilometres of the Mannum to Bow Hill

force and the South Australian Road Safety Consultativéoad has been completed; some 10 kilometres of the Morgan
Council should be debated in the community. | do not dismis& Blanchetown road in the northern area has been completed;
any of them in terms of issues for debate. | question whethdpur kilometres of the Port Wakefield to Auburn road has
adoption of some of these issues will be accepted, particulargeen completed; and seven kilometres of the Spalding to
by rural communities, and | believe it is extraordinarily Burraroad has been completed. Projects under way include
important that these issues are debated and embraced by ruf Hawker to Orroroo road, some 68 kilometres in length;
Communitiesl for the measures to be effective. the Kimba to Cleve road, 55 k”OmetreS; and the Elliston to
Increasingly, | believe that in road safety terms we carl-0ck road, 72 kilometres.

look at more legislation and more and more enforcement. All  In addition, the Kangaroo Island south coast road is being
of these issues are important but it is the attitude of mind andealed, and some $15 million was found by the Government
the behaviour of individuals that ultimately will create changefor that purpose. In terms of the tourism strategy the Flinders
in this area to reach the target set in the Road Safety StrategRanges roads have been upgraded; and a study is nearing
Plan adopted by the Government on behalf of South Austeompletion for the Barossa Valley tourism roads. We have
ralians generally for the period 1995 to 2000. Withoutalso begun, as part of this focus on the quality and safety of
community support and culture change we are not going tooads in country areas and the seal and upgrade of these
see the drop we would all like to see in the road toll overallroads, road safety auditing of roads on a statewide basis. We
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are training State Government, local government and private For that reason | would be very keen for members of
sector consultants in this regard. Parliament to be involved with the Government in working

The National Health and Medical Research Council Roadhrough these issues in the best interests of the community at
Accident Research Unit at the University of Adelaide hadarge so as to reduce the overall road toll. | commend the
been engaged to identify roadside hazards. Thorough sitgotion to members.
investigations are being undertaken as part of this program. )

They will be relevant in terms of possible treatments at the The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY secured the adjournment of
sites and will be of assistance to the road safety auditoréie debate.
themselves.

Transport SA is developing a Statewide strategy for
upgrading and rationalising roadside rest stops. This is a
particularly important area not only for heavy vehicles but for
people living in rural areas so that they can stop, break their
journey, and give themselves a few minutes to stretch and ' -
Eartiﬁularly tireq[. Itis 3traﬁ¢c:ly to t_hintk off the nlumfber ofr.Llnterest to me thpe first be);ng opportunities mpissed in

eaths on country roads which are just a few miles from a . ! L " :
individual's destir)llation because thejy went that extra lengt ducation and health g?l.th.'s Sctjatﬁ’. Z:acondhy, ?c'u estions of
when they were particularly tired. overnment accountability; and, thirdly, | will reflect upon

h Iso developed . the demise of the multifunction polis. When | had the
Transport SA has also developed an ongoing progrargy ity to visit Indonesia in 1992 | looked at a number
based on crash and black spot analysis for shoulder seali

- . A ! areas where | thought there may have been some potential
audible edge line marking treatments, raised pavemenf

K di d d railing. We h ined f r South Australia, and one of the areas | looked at was
markers and Incréased guard railing. Vve have gained 1ro rtiary education. | visited several universities in Indonesia
the Federal Government funding under the Federal Nation cluding Gajah Mada at Jogjakarta. As well as having many
Highways Program for passing lanes on the Dukes Highwayis . ssions with individuals | spoke with senior people
and National Highway 1; and Eyre Highway has bee

idened t of Ced Mwithin the universities.
widened east of L.eduna. | came back with a very clear message that Indonesia as

_lalsohighlight thatin rural areas we have been targeting, nation had a huge demand for people with tertiary qualifica-
with the police, drink driving and speeding, and we arejons and that it was not capable of producing the number or
integrating that in public education campaigns. These projectsy,ajity of graduates they needed in the time required for their
are being strategically implemented in the South-Eastconomy to grow as it must if it was not to stumble. | also
Riverland and Upper Spencer Gulf areas. | announced todgysq the view—which | think was reasonable—that, if
that the safe routes to school program is being extended aftg{jonesia was like that, that would be true of many other
two pilot projects in the metropolitan area to 11 schools in thes o ,th-East Asian nations.
metropolitan area. This will now include schools in the 5, honourable member interjecting:

counFry area. . . . ) The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: Yes. On my return | had
With the $1.37 million of additional funds provided in meetings with then Ministers of Education and Further
December 1996 the Government has been able to enforcgy,,cation in the then Labor Government and sought to
much more effective drink driving and speeding program iyersyade them that South Australia really needed to look at
the metropolitan and rural areas. We have seen a doubling gkye|oping a strategy for selling education into Asia. It was
RBT testing in rural areas as a result of that increasefs that we were not already doing things. Many universities
funding. This increased level of enforcement is committed tg many departments within universities were off doing
the year 2000. _ their own thing, but that was one of the real problems that |
_ Further funds have been provided for the purchase of newerceived then—that they were off doing their own thing and
high technology equipment, particularly laser guns, to targetere was no coordinated strategy for the sale of education as
speeding, with approximately 70 being deployed in rural product. What was quite clear within Indonesia was that
areas. Hours of use have been increased to at least one hq_wére was no recognition of South Australia or Adelaide. If
per shift per day. Speed cameras are now also deployed yibu want to encourage people to come to Adelaide and South

ADDRESS IN REPLY

Adjourned debate on motion for adoption.
(Continued from 24 February. Page 404.)

rural areas. _ Australia to undertake education they must know that the
The Hon. T.G. Roberts: How many unmarked police place exists in the first place. | believed that, whilst individual
cars are operating on rural roads? universities and individual departments would continue to

The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: | will have to find that achieve some success, they would never achieve anything in
out for the honourable member. In road safety terms wiésolation without a coordinated approach and a real attempt
would all applaud such initiatives but we also know, in termsto sell Adelaide as an education city.
of the debate in Burra and in a number of other communities, After coming back to Adelaide | became aware that by
that increased enforcement by police in relation not only t&comparison Western Australia had developed a coordinated
road safety but also a whole range of areas can be a highipproach where all the universities and schools—in fact, all
contentious issue in rural areas. | believe very strongly (assectors of education—had come together with the Govern-
have said and | will not labour the point) that for rural roadment’s assistance and were coordinating their marketing of
safety to be effective in terms of reaching people in rurakducation and were having huge levels of success. | followed
areas, where the majority of deaths and accidents on otinis up with then Ministers with no success whatsoever, but
roads involve rural people, we must take the rural people witlthere was a change of Government in late 1993 and, with new
us in understanding these issues and not justimpose enforgeeople in place, | again approached Ministers of Education
ment and other campaigns on them. and Further Education and also the now Premier, who then
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had other portfolios and | knew had interests in Indonesia iustralian Government’s instrumentalities have worked in
so far as he had visited the place himself. Again | sought tohis area. It is time the Government got its act together. It
persuade them that we were missing a major opportunity. could look to promote education, health and tourism together.

Itis now almost six years since | visited Indonesia on that | recall one patient who came to Adelaide last year whom
occasion, and | have been back once since and had thoseg wife met at the airport and took to some units that they
views reinforced. | must say that over those years very littlentended to rent while she was here, and she looked after her
has happened within South Australia, and that causes mefar a number of days. This woman travelled with her
great deal of concern, because we have missed an opportunitysband, her mother and her brother-in-law. Not only did
and other States are running well ahead of us. When thiney come here seeking medical care but, while they were
collapse of some of the Asian economies happened late lalsére they did the full tourist bit as well, travelling up to the
year and early this year people were saying that that haslls and visiting Hahndorf. They travelled all over Adelaide
really killed our chances in Asia, but what has happened iand its surrounding areas. While they were here the brother-
that people in Indonesia and Thailand, etc., have not stoppex-law checked out Flinders University, because his wife was
aspiring to go to university. However, they have realised thalooking to gain a postgraduate qualification. Both men in the
they cannot afford to go to university in the United States, thgroup were business people and were interested in some
United Kingdom or Germany and are looking for otherbusiness opportunities as well. Members can see that, whilst
places. In relative terms Australia is supplying a cheaper byteople come here for one reason—be it health, education or
still quality education. | note on the Higher Education pagetourism—each of those industries is capable of feeding off
in today’sAustralianan article entitled ‘Dollar draws Asian the others. | have tried to persuade a number of members of
students from US, UK. The reality is that Australian the Government that we really should be looking at a
universities have more Asian students enrolled this year thazoordinated approach for education and health (we are
they had last year, despite the crash, and it has happenatteady looking at that for tourism) and then perhaps even
because of the crash, interestingly enough. going one step further and seeking to coordinate them as three

What concerns me is that | still see no evidence that Soutimdustries that we can promote together.
Australia has adopted a coordinated approach. | might add We need to promote Adelaide and South Australia as a
that late last year | had a meeting with the new Minister forquality destination for education, health and tourism. It
Education, Children’s Services and Training, Malcolmappears to the most part to be falling on deaf ears. The only
Buckby, to try to persuade him, and | said that in the newight | have seen at the end of the tunnel so far is the Lord
year | would ask some questions in Parliament about whatlayor of Adelaide, Jane Lomax-Smith, who is getting
had happened so far. | invite members to read the article itogether a group of people working in the education area and
today’sAustralianthemselves, because it is worth reading. is also getting a group to work together in health. When we

I want to pick out a few examples of what other States areonsider that the Government not so long ago was wanting
doing. Vice Chancellors from Western Australia’s five to sack the Adelaide City Council, perhaps we should turn it
universities are doing just that. They left Perth yesterday wittaround and the Adelaide City Council could look at sacking
the State Education Minister, Colin Barnett, to meet educathe Government. The Adelaide City Council is taking on a
tion officials in Kuala Lumpur and Singapore. Here we arenumber of jobs that the State Government should have done
seeing the coordinated approach in Western Australiand have not had the brains to get around to.
continuing, with the universities and the Government working The Hon. lan Gilfillan interjecting:
very closely together. Meanwhile, the Queensland Govern- The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: | would not do that. It is a
ment has launched its International Education Advisorydisgrace how little has been done in South Australia by
Board comprising Vice Chancellors and school, TAFE andsuccessive Governments and Ministers in these areas.
private sector representatives to boost international student The issue of accountability is one that we need to return
numbers. | have still not heard from the Government abouto and, unfortunately, with increasing frequency with this
what it is doing in this area. Government. This Government again set about breaking

| believe that the sorts of opportunities that exist in theelection promises. There is a sensedeja vuthat four
area of tertiary education—and it will not be solely tertiary months after the 1993 election the Audit Commission
education but also school education—are huge, but they areported and said, ‘Look, things are worse than we expected
not the only opportunities. Health is another area that offerand, unfortunately, the Government will have to break all
major opportunities. Again, a number of the South-East Asiathese promises we made before the election.” Here we are
nations cannot provide the health care needs for all thefiour months after another election and the Government is
people and certainly cannot provide many procedures whickaying, ‘Oh, we have suddenly discovered all these things;
are even routine here in South Australia. it's worse than we expected and unfortunately we’ll have to

I had the opportunity to look closely at those opportuni-break these promises.” The Government is stretching
ties, because my wife worked briefly with a company lastcredibility when it keeps trying that act.
year that was seeking to bring patients out of Asia. In fact, The first time around the Audit Commission had a number
they did bring a few into Adelaide and | must say | recog-of members of previous Audit Commissions in other States,
nised that this company was having exactly the samehich did exactly the some sort of job as they did in South
problems as | saw in education. A few hospitals and a fewAustralia. In this case, stretching credibility even further, the
doctors were each doing their own thing and to a greater dirst justification was the Auditor-General’s Report, a draft
lesser extent were having some level of success, but thaf which had been sitting in six Government departments as
problem they had in the South-East Asian market again wagarly as July last year. Nobody forgets that the Government
that there was no awareness of Adelaide or South Australiaas very keen that the Auditor-General’'s Report should not
as a potential destination for health care or a provider obe tabled before the election and the excuses concocted were
health care back into their market. | will not relate all theextremely thin. One can see with hindsight that there was
horror stories | have heard about just how poorly the Soutsomething they were not keen for people to look at and there
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was concern people might read the report and say, ‘What are The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: Mr President, can we shut up
you going to do about these things?’ The Government hathat carping man, please?

decided that the end justifies the means and if telling lies gets The Hon. L.H. Davis: Sorry, effective interjections
it elected again and it does good things as it defines them, $hould not be allowed.

is all justified. The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: It was a lot of noise and it
This Government increasingly feels that it needs to sell itsvas very hard to talk over. Mr Brown must have been having
message. Like so many governments that do poorly in aa good time around that period. Back on 26 July 1993, when
election, ultimately they decide that perhaps there wake spoke to the biennial conference of the Public Service
something wrong with the message and they have to do Association, he talked about:
better job. There is no other way you could read the way the asense of betrayal, which was widespread in the community
Government has restructured its PR machine so that now thethe sense that peopie have been let down by politicians who have
PR machine is tightly held by the Premier alone. He wants t@romised them so much. We want to work in partnership with all
control the total message. The clear implication is that th%ﬁﬁg%ﬂss of the community, not encourage further community
message was the problem. ’ o o
Perhaps the current Premier should look back atwhatthe 1he Hon. L.H. Davis interjecting:
previous Premier, Dean Brown, had to say back in July 1992. The PRESIDENT: Order!
He gave the Donald Dyer oration entitled ‘Honesty in The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: He said:
Government'. It was a great speech. | will pick out a couple | am not saying to South Australians simply, ‘Read my lips’. |
of quotable quotes, as follows: treat them with more intelligence. | invite them instead to read my

licy.
We have been suffering from the consequences of a huge publﬁ:0 'y

relations fraud by Governments perpetrated on the people dhll these quotes are from Dean Brown, and not John Olsen,
Australia. The gigantic public relations exercise has removed thén the Liberal Party policy speech when Dean Brown said that

word ‘accountability’ from our vocabulary. It has meant that a4 | jheral Government will be committed to open and honest
succession of political leaders and business entrepreneurs have b

able to camouflage the true facts from taxpayers and shareholdeovernment, fully answerable to the Parliament and the
. . __people. He said that a Liberal Government would restore
That is spot on. | note in the speech that Dean Brown Sa'ddecency in decision making. Later in the speech he said:

Senior officers such as the Auditor-General and the Ombudsman, 5 {ime Governments started listening to all the public all the
who play important roles in our democratic system, should perhapgme and not just at election time
be appointed by the Parliament rather than the Executive arm o ) i '
Government, whose actions they may be required to judge at a latéte also said during that speech:

date. A Liberal Government will ensure that Parliament is strengthened

He is spot on about how important a role the Auditor-in holding Executive Government to account.
General plays. In fact, that went on to become an electiorfhis Government has sought even more than previous
promise in 1993: that the Auditor-General would be appointGovernments, which were bad enough, to avoid parliamen-
ed by the Parliament. The Government later legislated for gary scrutiny as much as possible and has refused to be
committee of the Parliament to be involved in the appointaccountable to Parliament and has to this day refused to
ment of the Ombudsman, but did not legislate for theprovide copies of contracts to parliamentary committees that
Auditor-General. He then resisted legislation | introduced angave sought them.
will be introducing in this session for that independent |tis quite clear from reading the Auditor-General's Report
appointment. Mr Brown, later in the speech said: that, as many have argued for a long time, we should view
Ladies and gentlemen, until our political masters are accountabléhose contracts as matters of such significance that they
how can we morally insist that people like the Herscus, the Bondshould be subjected to the scrutiny of the Parliament. | have
and Skases of this world measure up to their responsibilites? 1,5 doubt whatsoever that many members of the Liberal
| could not agree more. Towards the conclusion of his speechackbench, if they were in Opposition and another Govern-
he said: ment was doing what they are now doing, would be scream-
We have to remove the rhetoric and deliver. These problems cdf'd blue murder.
be addressed only by politicians getting back to some basic values. There is no way known that a Liberal backbench in
Honest government is a matter of understanding that people n@pposition would have tolerated the Labor Party withholding
longer will be fooled all the time by glossy campaigns dressed Up"i‘najor contracts from parliamentary committees—and it
bright packages. DA
) knows that very well. Once again, it is simply a matter of the
Mr Brown was absolutely Spot on with those comments an(énd ]ust|fy|ng the means. They say, ‘We are in government
it has all been forgotten. What we now see is a GOVernmergnd we are doing a terrific Job We are not making any
that gets back on to the old PR machine exercise to justifyhistakes, so we will forget about all those things we said
broken promises, that spends public money on TV camaphout accountability when we were running for election.”
paigns, spends money on full page ads, spends money on The third matter that | wish to discuss briefly is the
production of glossy pamphlets to do nothing more nor lesg,tifunction polis. | clearly remember when the multi-
than to justify what was a political position, and the peoplerynction polis was first mooted. lan Gilfillan and | discussed
are not fooled. I have not been stopped by so many people e issue. It would be fair to say that, whilst we had a touch
the street wanting to talk about a particular issue as they hayg cynicism about it, we agreed that there was possibly some
been on this question pf the Government’s exercise in seekingerit in trying to encourage the development of a city that
tosell ETSA and Optima. would use new technologies and bring new industries to the
The Hon. R.1. Lucas interjecting: State. Itis fair to say that we, like all South Australians at that
The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: |said ‘on aparticularissue’. stage, did not have a clear idea about what the MFP ultimate-
The Hon. L.H. Davis: What about Cheryl Kernot? Did |y would be. What was not so apparent was that, at that stage,
they ever stop you about Cheryl Kernot? the Government had no idea what it would be, either.
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If there was a problem with the MFP from very early on, It became a bit like the emperor’s new clothes: no-one would
it was that there was no clear idea of what it would be. | recalkpeak out publicly. That is why | will not accede to the sorts
the comments that Dean Brown made about PR exercises.df thundering that we get from th&dvertiseroccasionally
the MFP was anything, it became a major PR exercise. Ielling us to leave things alone. If something is wrong it needs
became an effort to cover up and to appear to be doing thinds be said. If we have a problem with the media it is that, if
when in fact very little at all was happening. you criticise an aspect of a project, the media assume that you

I recall when the legislation came into this Parliament thatire opposing the whole thing.
we sought one amendment: to extend the core site to include | compare it, for example, to the Glenelg development.
The Levels and surrounding areas. We argued that develofhat development would have been possible a long time ago
ment of the site around Gillman would be extremely difficult if people had taken the time to identify the issues that were
and very long term, and we were very doubtful that it wouldparticular problems. No-one has ever done that. A couple of
be achieved. On the other hand, there was dry solid land aenior public servants and a couple of senior people in the
The Levels which already had roads around it and generglrivate sector have single-mindedly pursued a project come
infrastructure, it was close to the Institute of Technologyhell or high water, Ministers have come and gone, but they
(University of South Australia), and it had a lot going for it. have always been there beavering away, and no-one has taken
The Government and the then Opposition rejected that notiothe time to ask what are the fundamental issues that are

I can only comment that it is unfortunate that the onecausing problems, and what can be done to make the project
amendment that we sought was not accepted because | thinkGlenelg work. A lot could have been done.
the first two years or so of the MFP essentially were wasted | know that | have moved away from the MFP, but | think
in an attempt to get something to work in a place where it wathe MFP is an excellent example of how we did not rock the
going to be remarkably difficult to get it to work. However, boat enough when we should have because we wanted it to
we were always prepared to give it a go. succeed. Wanting things to succeed is not enough. If things

In South Australia generally people were prepared to givere going wrong or not being done properly, they need to be
it a go, although as | said there was a large amount oflentified and addressed intelligently by way of proper
scepticism about it. In South Australia a number of projectglebate. | do not believe that ever happened with the MFP.
had failed. TheAdvertiserwould thunder: ‘People should Hundreds of millions of dollars have been wasted on that
stop being negative about South Australia: people should giveroject in this State because no-one was prepared to be
things a chance.’ | suppose some people heeded that call aadfficiently critical. People were afraid that to be critical was
gave it a chance. | have been a member of the Environmertty be negative, and to be negative was to be destructive of
Resources and Development Committee since its inceptiogouth Australia. In fact, failure to be critical in this case has
and the MFP was required to report to that committee twicdeen destructive of South Australia.
ayear. Inretrospect, | think the ERD committee failed in that It is about time that there was the maturity in government
it tried to be too polite to the MFP. | remember the first reportand within bureaucracies to see criticism as constructive, not
that the MFP presented to the committee. It was grosslpegative. It is also time that the media showed sufficient
inadequate. The committee went back to the MFP and saidhaturity to display arguments not necessarily in an adver-
‘You must give us something better than this." We went baclsarial fashion. In my view, there is no question that trying to
to the MFP on a number of occasions and said, ‘Your reporteun a debate through the media on this sort of issue unfortu-
do not give us any detail. We need to know what are younately more often than not ends up being destructive, but it
programs, what you are planning to do and what are yous the only avenue that is available. You cannot do it in
time frames.’ Question Time because the game in Question Time is not to

The Hon. T.G. Cameron: They didn’t know themselves. answer the question. We have all seen that game played. So

The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: Well, the reaction of the MFP  the forum is not within the Parliament. Somewhere along the
was interesting. It lobbied the Minister so that it did not haveline a Government will have the maturity to say that there
to report twice a year. Instead of reporting twice a year, thenust be a different process for handling developments in a
legislation was changed so that it had to report to thevay that genuinely invites, and actually allows and encourag-
committee only once a year. | can inform the Council thates criticism to occur so that it can be addressed in a mature
there was a great deal of pressure for the MFP not to have fashion.
report at all to the committee, because it was starting to prod We do not have that in South Australia. What we have is
and probe it a bit. Our mistake was that we did this quietlya Government that is saying more and more often, ‘Give us
and politely and did not want to be seen as knockers in angnore power and more authority to do things immediately, and
way. we will make things happen.’ The Government has had the

In retrospect, | think the ERD committee failed in that authority at Glenelg for a long time, but things have not been
regard. It has done a lot of good work on a lot of topics ovehappening, because at the end of the day the Government
the past couple of years, but it was too polite to the MFRealises that there are still some problems.
because no-one wanted to rock the boat. If it had been more The Hon. R.1. Lucas: You oppose everything.
insistent about demanding time lines on various projectsand The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: This sort of banal and
being told precisely what the MFP was trying to achieve withmindless interjection that you are making right now is a
each of those projects, the MFP would have been exposeignificant part of the problem. You are a major part of the
earlier as a fraud or it would have got on with doing the job.problem in South Australia because you get onto your hobby

| suppose the committee shares the blame with théorse every time and will not allow constructive criticism. As
Economic and Finance Committee, which also had amn Education Minister, you never accepted constructive
overview. | think that, at the end of the day, the failure ofcriticism and you never admitted a mistake.
the MFP is a responsibility that everyone in South Australia Members interjecting:
shares. | think all three political Parties supported it at various The PRESIDENT: Order! The honourable member is on
stages, despite levels of scepticism within all three Partiedis feet.
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Members interjecting: Well, this Government put that myth to bed by dropping
The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: This is absolutely typical of a bombshell as soon as the seats had been filled and the
those two imbeciles over there. | have spent some considenfighting had stopped in relation to who would share the
able time talking about the MFP and actually saying that thergpoils and prizes. We are landed with a major change in
had been no real criticism— policy direction to that advocated in the lead up to the
The Hon. L.H. Davis: Would that be unparliamentary? election by all Liberal members who were allowed to speak—
The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: | have only just finished and there were not many of them—that ETSA would not be
spending considerable time saying that there had been no reslld. There was no equivocation. When commentators put
public criticism of the MFP, and certainly the two peoplethat directly to the Premier, the answer was direct and firm:
concerned are quite aware that neither— ‘ETSA would not be sold.’ It was not a ‘Maybe’, ‘We are
An honourable member interjecting: looking at it,” or ‘If financial circumstances change we may
The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: We never criticised it when have to consider it.
the Liberals took it over, either; neither the Hon. lan Gilfillan ~ The Hon. R.I. Lucas interjecting:
nor |, subsequently the Hon. Sandra Kanck, criticised the The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: | thank the Hon. Treasurer
MFP in this place. We did seek to change the site and I thinkor his interjection that it may be leased and may not be sold.
we were justified in doing that as time proved. | was tryingThe only reason it will be leased is that the price—
to make the point that there was a place for more constructive The Hon. R.I. Lucas interjecting:
criticism than actually occurred. The point | was making The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: No, | do not see any
before they tuned in was that there is a place for criticism. tifference between a major leasing arrangement and a sale.
also said that there is a place for Governments maturely tdhe Hon. Mr Davis put forward the Chanticleer figure of $6
accept and even to encourage it. billion, and | think in the samerinancial Reviewon a
The Hon. L.H. Davis interjecting: different page it stated that a $4 billion prize had been put on
The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: In fact, | have now covered its head. | am sure that the Treasurer would love to get his
the three areas that | had intended to cover, and to respondhands on a $6 billion sale for ETSA. Unfortunately, | have
inane interjections would only waste the time of this place.heard from some of the commentators around the traps that
you would not be able to get the true value of ETSA in any
The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: | thank His Excellency the sort of sale at the moment, not because it is not worth that

Governor for his address— money and because you will not get the returns on your
The Hon. L.H. Davis: Are these your thoughts, or are you capital but, rather, because it will be in competition with a
acting as convenor of the left wing? large number of sell-offs that are now starting to occur and

The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: These are my thoughts as a will occur in the Asian market. A lot of capital will not be
member of Parliament representing the views and interestssailable for much of the privatisation that will take place in
of a lot of people in the community. One of the reasons | wag\ustralia over in the next 12 months, 18 months to two years.
elected was to express their views, and | would hope that you The Hon. L.H. Davis interjecting:
would listen in silence as | express their views on their behalf The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: It depends on which

in my own way. commentators you speak to. If we are looking at a value of
Members interjecting: $2.8 billion, the people to whom | have been speaking have
The PRESIDENT: Order! The Hon. Mr Gilfillan will  had difficulty in valuing the asset.

resume his seat or leave the Chamber. Members interjecting:

The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: | thank His Excellency for The PRESIDENT: Order!
his speech in opening this session of Parliament. |, like other The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: There are many commenta-
members, place on record the fact that he was unable tors saying that it is very difficult to value an asset like ETSA
outline the whole of the Government'’s intentions in relationCorporation as it stands now.
to development in this State and the ability of this State to act The Hon. L.H. Davis interjecting:
on behalf of its constituents on the basis that he was not in  The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: If the honourable member
receipt of a lot of information that, certainly, the incoming wants to draw a similarity between the Gas Corporation as a
Government was when it was being formed. single entity with monopoly control over a single power

We now have before us a program that does not resemb$murce like gas and compare it to an electricity generating
anything like the Governor's speech in relation to thescheme spread across the State in various states of repair, in
importance of a large number of decisions that will be madearious ages, in various areas throughout the community and
by this Government, particularly in relation to privatisation using various forms of power for generation, | am afraid he
and the sale of our major power generator and distributois drawing a very long bow in comparing eggs with eggs.
ETSA. There is also the prospect of the Ports Corporation, The Hon. L.H. Davis: The principle of privatisation is
the TAB and the Lotteries Commission being sold. still the same.

Many members have been able to point out the obvious The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: | am sure that on Saturday
dilemma that the Government had in the lead up to thenorning—
election: it was framing an economic policy based on the fact The Hon. L.H. Davis interjecting:
that it would be in government again and that it would have The PRESIDENT: Order, the Hon. Mr Davis.
to put together a package of deals in relation to where itwas The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: If on Saturday morning the
going in the next four years. Most Governments bring abouhonourable member were to kick the tyres of the Gas
unpopular change in the first 12 months of their newly electec€orporation and put a figure on it to see whether he would get
period. It generally signals, or it is generally obvious toa return on his capital, and if he then kicked the tyres of the
commentators and those people who have an interest in ti&elr' SA Corporation and tried to put a figure on it after valuing
way Government and politics run, that in the first 12 monthsavhatever its assets and returns are, | know which one he
there are no surprises. would go for. The risk would be a lot less for the Gas
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Corporation than in trying to put a price on the value of themanagement structure that was set up to make money out of

assets of ETSA. managing the water program.
The Hon. L.H. Davis: Tell that to the potential buyers in The Hon. L.H. Davis: Which it is doing.
Victoria and New South Wales. The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: Well, it is making money.

The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: | will tell the honourable The Hon. L.H. Davis interjecting:
member that the history of the sale of Government assets over The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: Well, | am not making any
the past half decade in those places that have privatised is te@mment on it. The beauty of that sale as far as the customer
the first buyer who moves in to buy under-valued Governis concerned is that the public is left with the maintenance
ment assets gets a bargain. They then run that asset down aittl upkeep of the asset and the company ends up with the
on-sell it. | am not sure what has happened in New Zealand:ontracted management price, which is obviously a lucrative

but in many cases— one because | have not heard them complaining.
The Hon. L.H. Davis: They did not privatise it in New The Hon. L.H. Davis interjecting:

Zealand. The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: The honourable member
The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: The honourable member Says that to have a Left view about public ownership and

says that— private ownership is outdated. A previous Premier, Sir
The Hon. L.H. Davis interjecting: Thomas Playford, in the past five years has been revered as
The PRESIDENT: Order, the Hon. Mr Davis. a great South Australian for setting up a corporate structure

The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: The Hon. Mr Davis says that within South Australia that allowed it to compete with the

the Auckland generating program is not a privatised progranf:aStern States, by setting up infrastructure that could be used
The Hon. L.H. Davis interjecting: o attract industry and investment by operating a program

The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: That is not true. | said it was which allowed for some discounts and some incentives for

companies to come here in the way of cheap power, cheap

corporatised by way of interjection and | was gazumped b¥ates and cheap water. Unfortunately, with the competition
the Treasurer who took my second interjection and turned lﬁolicy that has been put in place, a new federalism, South

into my first. You do not have to be a public corporation 10 5 42 jia will be put in a position where it will be on a level

privatise. Many private companies have run down their ass;gaying field but new federalism will not allow it to offer the

ﬁnd thben SOld.the.m or ?roken them down. Private compani Rcentives to attract the necessary capital drive that States

ave been privatising O_r years. . such as South Australia and Tasmania require to be able to

The Hon. L.H. Davis: So, what are you SaY'“g? survive in a competitive field—which, obviously, the Hon.
The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: Ifyou listen, | will tell you.  w;r payis thinks is good for everyone. What | am saying is

How can | answer the honourable member's interjectiony,a the situation which the honourable member outlines—

when | am half way through a sentence? Private companies The Hon. L.H. Davis interjecting:

have been privatising and have been broken up. In America The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: | think | will have to ignore

the commission has made large companies like ITT and thgese interjections. The situation that the honourable mem-
large corporations break down for competition reasons. It hagg,__

busted them up so that they are not integrated to generaté The Hon. L.H. Davis interjecting:

competition in many of those fields. It was found that, when 1o PRESIDENT: Order!

they were first sold or on-sold—and we can go back to the 16 Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: The honourable member is
old Soviet Union and the European experience—the first salg,ging the situation in Victoria. Certainly Victoria and New
is the one that has to be made attractive to buyers, a sale §bth Wales have been the driving States in this nation for

a bargain basement p'rit.:e— _ a long time and the eastern seaboard will suck in the capital
The Hon. L.H. Davis: You do notunderstanditatall. In that is required to allow market forces to expand the econo-
fact, you have more competition. mies of Queensland, New South Wales and Victoria. Do not

~ The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: The original price to make expect South Australia to be put into the same position as
itattractive is generally at a major loss for the public in termshose three States in trying to attract the investment that is
of thelva.lue of the asset. The value Of the asset |.S on-sold h’%quired other than by having a Federal style Government
the original buyer because they get it at a bargain basemeiat allows for subsidies to be made whereby South Australia
price and they on-sell it by running it down. First they shedis given some ability to subsidise some of those infrastructure
labour and, in most cases, it involves roughly one-third of theosts that obviously the international capital requires. Itis no
work force, whether or not it is required. They then outsourcgyood offering incentives to large South Australian companies
and bring in capital and try to invest in labour-savingpecause there are none left. They have all been disbanded,
technologies, and then they outsource a lot of their work. Thﬁought out. Dairy Vale, the last cab off the rank, is up for sale
next round of buyers, when they on-sell, are the ones who paynd will probably move to the Eastern States.
the price for the running down of assets. If members look at what happens with the movement of
The Hon. L.H. Davis: That did not happen in Victoria. national capital around Australia, South Australia—and for
The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: | remind the honourable the Hon. Mr Davis’s edification—is not on the leading list of
member that privatisation in Victoria has taken place onlysuppliers of capital into the national market. South Australia’s
over the past three years. future will be determined by those capital movements that
The Hon. L.H. Davis: They got very good prices. come out of New South Wales and Victoria. It may be that
The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: When we talk about the life Victoria has a good set up for power distribution. It may be
of an asset such as a power station, we are looking at a 2€rat it will—
year cycle for the life of much of the equipment in the power The Hon. L.H. Davis interjecting:
station. Water is slightly different. The honourable member The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: It may be that it has a well
should cast his mind back to how the water project was madglaced power grid system to feed the excess power which it
financially viable. It was not an asset sale but an assejenerates into a system which we may have to buy. | am not
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sure what the Hon. Mr Davis’s position is in that regard.  Asian crisis will not hurt us: PM

Under the old State system South Australia would have had 0 o e officil orecasis of growth
to build or fmance an expansion program that allowed fo(fr)‘ the wake of the Asian economic crisis, the Prime Mir?ister,
more electricity to be putinto the grid. New South Wales andyir Howard said yesterday.

Victoria will have excess capacity and that is from where we  The Prime Minister delivered his bullish assessment ahead of the
will be buying our electricity. Tell the people in Port Augusta, Government's first Cabinet meeting of the year.

Mr Davis, what you think is the future of the Leigh Creek __He said Australia had weathered the Asian meltdown better than

. ! . ost nations because of the corrective measures his Government had
coalfields and the Port Augusta power station when there i, o since it assumed the reins of office in March 1996.
a 20 per cent excess capacity in the New South Wale

Victorian grid.

I would like to know what the honourable member thinks
the industry replacement programs in the Mid North an
northern regions of this State will be, with the capital
withdrawal that we have seen through the dismantlement g{, 4 only just begun. The article further states:
the rail system and now the dismantlement of the electricity Mr Howard reiected suagestions by economists. including the
grid. I am not quite sure whether we will have a bed and,,ner coalition {eader’ D?%ohn Hewgon_ ' g
breakfast led recovery in the Mid North or a bed an

breakfast led recovery in Whyalla, Port Augusta and Pori:IoeS the Hon. Mr Davis remember him—

Pirie; but | am sure that the opportunities they will have tothat the Government was being complacent about the possible impact

attract new investment for the new industries that will be°! (e Asian crisis in the second half of 1998.

required to create jobs for South Australians in that area will raise that because not only do economists differ but also two
not be there. great minds such as the Prime Minister, John Howard, who

All our young people are already recognising, a half }i{sout there leading the nation, from behind, and former failed

Sfo me, that reads as though the Prime Minister has already
determined that the meltdown has been completed, that it is
ver, itis finished; from now on it will be all rosy and growth
rom here. It is a little different from what | read in some of
the other financial journals, which are saying that the crisis

generation ahead, our imminent decline if this State Gover Leader ,Dr ‘]Ogn I:el\/vson. Ild wouéd t;siuggeskt tﬂ?‘t Derc&rm
ment continues in the way in which it has been during th ewsonss credentials would probably make him a better

past four years. If it continues in this way over the next fourdssessor of that situation than is John Howard, partly because

years, every new job opportunity for young people will be inJohn Hewson works with the Asian economies on a daily

the States of Queensland, New South Wales and Victoria: Ra3|s and would be better able to make an assessment. His
credentials are up to date. Mr Howard would be relying on

will not be here. And then what will happen? The Liberal = .- - ;
Government (including Mr Davis) will throw up its hands, pphtlcal assessments being made—I hope not by his Deputy,

and say that job creation programs and job expansion in thi im ‘the sky is falling in" Fischer, because that sort of

State is all too hard. The Liberal Government will fall into O?I't'r?n W_c(;uld hot give U_IS_ any |nd|caf[|ortlj%t all. its T ¢
disrepair, its members will maintain their infighting, and we n the mid-year review, 1reasury revised down its forecas

will have to pick up the pieces. The Labor Government WiIIfor 1998-99 by half a percentage point as a result of the Asian

have to pick up the pieces after all of our assets are on-sol&riSiS but still expects relatively robust growth of 3.25 per

run down and dismantled. The last people leaving Sout éntb That a;ge;sment :/fvas madde_ by our I(T\;xder_smp n
Australia will not have to turn off the lights, because there~an€rra on anuary. If you read in 8yney Morming

will be no lights on without the power stations and the jobsHerald (and even in thé\ge which some members have in

that should have been developed via a vibrant South Ausfront of them) the forecasts that are being made now, you will

- : : : see that many are far more pessimistic than they were in the
ralia. Those jobs will not be available for our young peOple'first days when the Prime Minister made his enunciation. The

7 . . ; ° most recent forecast | have seen for farm produce is that at
with is the major downturn in the Asian economies. In their|g ;¢ $1 billion will be written off the value of our farm

speeches, many of the members touched on the fact that, gf,q,,ce in the next financial year, and that will have a major
all the mainland States, we have the highest unemployment-—

d o bably ab h impact in regional areas. If you look at what is happening in
and even Tasmania is probably about the same as us NOWgg o industry in the Hunter Valley, where the privateers

and there are no prospects of change. The Asian crisis—;q signalling that there will be some dismantling of the

: : ( I
depending on which commentator one reads—uwill ad’%pwer industry in New South Wales, you will see that the

another dimension to the jobs crisis that we already face, angnier valley sector is already starting to shed jobs and that
there will be an exacerbation of our infrastructure problems. 4| mines are beginning to close.

in trying to attract jobs to take the place of those thatwillbe 1o Hon. L.H. Davis: There are gross inefficiencies

lost With some of the mar_ket share of this State in relation WQhere. What you have on the waterfront is mirrored in the coal
Australia’s exports to Asia. industry. Itis one of the most inefficient coal industries in the
As to an understanding of how deep the Asian crisis runsyorld.
it depends on which commentator on any given day is making The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: | can understand the
an analysis on how they see the situation. It is very difficultinterjections I have just received from a trained economist.
to put one’s finger on the real circumstances of our AsiarHe is looking at micro-issues—
neighbours. But | am sure that Australia will get caught up  Members interjecting:
in the problem. We have made some offers of assistance with The PRESIDENT: Order!
direct capital injections, but | am afraid that, at some pointin  The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS—when the macro issues
time, the impact of the drop in the GDPs of those countriegscape his attention. Whatever you save on the waterfront
aqd their export and import abilities will start to impact on will not be made up by popping around the edges and taking
this State. 10 per cent of a wharfie’s wage from him. If the honourable
| quote from an article by Anne Davies, who writes for amember looked at the wage structure in the coal industry, he
circular that is distributed throughout the nation: would see that itis less than 2 per cent of the make-up of the
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coal industry’s cost overheads. | would suggest that in othesinnually. There was room for some capital to be directed to
mining sectors it could even be lower. The resource sectannovative projects that could have been put together to allow
will be hit along with the commodity sector, and the point | this State’s economy to move forward. There are no real
am making to which the honourable member is not listeningprojects on the horizon. The last major project that was talked
is that regional areas will be at the forefront of a lot of theabout and let was the $2 billion hard chip program but, again,
catalytic changes that will start to take place in the downturtvictoria decided that it would offer the incentives required
that is heading Australia’s way. We can then look at how welto get that program up and running. South Australia, which
placed South Australia will be in relation to the some of thehad for a decade been selling itself as the centre of high tech
other States when the downturn starts to occur. operations, ended up not even being a consideration.

As | pointed out, the Prime Minister is saying that we will The MFP could have been a vehicle for running at least
shave .5 per cent off our GDP. That would probably equat@,q giate's hest position in relation to attracting capital. That
to the loss of 150 000 jobs if it carried through into the ¢ gone What do we have? We have projects that depart-
manufacturing and mining sectors. We need apout 4 Whents have put together being pulled in under the wing of the
4.5 per cent growth to maintain our work force as it standspamier's Department to be fast-tracked—and | do not know

That is excluding any changes in investment into technolog;what we are fast tracking—into the planning stages, bypass-

South Australia is so poorly placed in the whole of thej, st of the rules that have been set up for planning in this

”a“O“?" structure that members opposite cannot see i ate over a long period to try to attract investment into this
potential danger and the damage that is occurring. They ag q

prepared not only to fight amongst themselves on the ) )

formation of the Government but also to fight an Opposition ~ We all know that fast tracking on its own does not attract
that is prepared to work for the community in order tomdu_stry development in this State. We e_nd up with incentives
maximise the opportunities for export to try to get as manyhaving to be offered and on to the auction block we go. We
jobs as possible for South Australians and Australians. Thave offered a lot of companies a lot of money. They have
Opposition is trying to bring in a plan under which capital taken it and the technology of today is such that you really do
and labour can work together to maximise our interest in anfot have to put in large scale infrastructure to get your
opportunities for exports. We have a divisive Federalonuses from generous Governments that want to buy jobs.
Government and a divisive State Government that does nétl you have to do is lease buildings and the infrastructure
know where it is going. It does not know what the game plarthat goes into them can be.shlfted.fromlone State to another.
is, and it does not really care. It is prepared to managéhere have been a lot of failed projects in the past four years.

whatever circumstance it finds itself in. | suspect the Liberal Government will probably be out on
That is not good enough for Government. A Statethe auction block trying to sell itself or get into a position of
Government ought to be able to show some direction angetting advance sales on how much incentive it can offer in
paint some picture as to what it sees as its position. It shoullont of Victoria and New South Wales. South Australia does
be able to giVe it Con.stituen!:s some confidence that it knOWﬁot have the geographica| advantage in many cases that the
what the game plan is and is prepared to carry it out so thafther States have. We do not have the population levels of the
capital and labour can work together to overcome thesgther States. In some cases that may be an advantage, but in

problems. _ most cases to attract the business required to make the State
If we look at where the cutbacks in exports may occur, Weslive again will not happen. It is unfortunate.

see that regional areas will be the hardest hit. It is also in the | bit like the Hon. Mr Elliott: teel th

regional areas where the Liberal Party holds many of its seats. am a bitlike the Hon. Mr Elliott: you feel that you are

The Hon. Mr Davis is not interested now—and he probably?€c0Ming @ knocker, but unfortunately when you have a

will not be interested in 12 months—but. when a FederafPovernment that has no vision and all it can do is dismantle

Government starts to get hit in those areas where Govern€ infrastructure you have already, you get a feeling that
ments are won and lost, he might stand up and take notic&1€"€ IS N0 leadership in this State, that we are going nowhere
because one thing | do know about the honourable memb d that there is not a lot of hope for our young people.

is that he is a pragmatist. He will be pragmatically involved ecause of the lateness of the hour, | will not elaborate on the
in cobbling together a story when the next budget is—  difficulties of some of our trading partners and on the
The Hon. L.H. Davis: Aiways facts, Terry— difficulties we face as a small State in a nation near to Asia

The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: Always facts; | will agree that has placed a lot of emphasis on trading with Asia in the

with that, but it is always retrospective. It is always about halfP@St decade. We are now on hold in relation to the expansion
a decade behind. When the honourable member gets upfo9rams we may have been able to develop in relation to
makes a speech and predicts where we will be in the ne ose nations. | do not see the current Government having the
12 or 18 months, if he can put out an advanced package priﬁblhty to be able to fill any of the holes that might develop

to the framing of the next budget, if he can put together tha t:oughsanXhCLXbatck?. , Sometpapffslfa"e beehn ||:)du_t out on
sort of scenario for me, | will listen, and will have a lot more WI CIE =0u us ][a las expofr S In % S|adareb ~ hlng In

respect for him than | have for his retrospective argumentge ation to many of our manufactured goods, but the easy

about where we have just been. And the honourable membEp@d has been taken by this Government. It has gone into
ought to listen to what | am saying to him. asset sale mode. They are one-off sales or leases and,

The other problem that South Australia will have is Unfortunately, thatis the best plan this Government can come
attracting Federal Government funds and moneys intgP With. I would like to d‘?bate in t_h|s Cha_mber th? pros and
projects such as the MFP that somebody might think up. ThEONS Of development projects beside multiple uranium licence
MEP has been dismantled. At least the MEP was drawingpphcatlon_s. I would like to debate the problems that woul_d
Federal money into a State that sorely needed investmelP @/0ng with development programs of some note that will
programs. Whatever one thought about the MFP, it did sucRrovide jobs and not destroy the environment.
in Federal moneys, sometimes $40 million or $50 million  The Hon. R.D. Lawson:How about addressing the debt?
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The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: For those who want us to The South Australian taxi industry has been regulated
believe that the debt levels of this State are debilitating, theynany times in the period that | have been a member of
ought to go back and look at the debt levels— Parliament. No matter who is in Government, the industry is

The Hon. R.I. Lucas: Do you think it is all right? always raised, with comments that these people ought to lift

The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: | am not saying it is all right:  their game and that they ought to do the right thing. Recently
| am saying it is not out of control. You address the debt a$ have heard comments about taxidrivers being dirty and

you address your expansion programs. scruffy. o _ _
The Hon. R.I. Lucas interjecting: In South Australia it is very easy to get a licence to drive
The PRESIDENT: Order! a taxi. It takes a very short time and a successful applicant

The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: From 1979 to 1982 the debt €an get afull-time JOb ora part-time JOb Infact, a person can
levels were much higher. The debt needs to be considere@®t Work at virtually any time. That is because the industry

but all States and nations have debt. You have to have afS Some horrid characteristics. Some taxidrivers work
expansion program to cover the debt. approximately 60 hours a week. In that 60 hours, the driver

The Hon. R.I. Lucas interjecting: has meal breaks, he does maintenance to the vehicle—

The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: We should reduce the debt. y The Hon. L.H. Davis: He works longer than 60 hours a

eek.
The Hon. R.I. Lucas: How? . L 5
The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: You pay it off. The Hon. G. WEATHERILL: A taxidriver—an owner

driver—works 60 hours a week.

The Hon. R.1. Lucas: How? ‘ , Members interjecting:

The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: What do you mean ‘HOW?'  The Hon, G. WEATHERILL: Most of the people | have
You do not have to sell all your assets to pay your debts iRpoken to work 60 hours a week.
one generation. The Treasurer would like us to believe you' The Hon. T.G. Cameron interjecting:
have to pay off your debtin 12 months. State debt can be paid The Hon. G. WEATHERILL: According to what | have
over a period of time. With those few words, | support thepeen told by taxi owners, they mostly work 60 hours a week.
motion. The rest of the time they employ drivers to drive for them.

. . During that time they take meal breaks, undertake mainte-

The Hon. G. WEATHERILL:  In supporting His nancegto theirvehicleys and attend to breakdowns, etc. Itis not
Excgllency the Governor's speech opening the forty-ninth, ;-6 mmon for a driver to wait for approximately 12 hours for
Parliament, | should like to congratulate the ,ayitare. That fare might amountto $5, $2.50 of which goes
Hon. Carmel Zollo on her election to this Chamber. I thinkyq, the griver and $2.50 to the owner of the vehicle. The Hon.
that she will have a very fruitful career in this place. I alson- cameron previously stated in this place that, for a 70-hour
congratulate the Hon. Nick Xenophon, the Hon. Mr DakaS\Neek, a taxi driver earns approximately $7 dollars an hour,

and the Hon. Mr Gilfillan, who was a member of this place(\ivhich would work out at approximately $400 to $450 a week.
prior to the 1993 election. There have to be winners an The taxi driver, whether he or she be an owner/driver or

losers in every game and unfortunately we have lost two Very qyiver who is working part time, casual, or whatever, must

good mempers n Paplo Nocella af‘d Dr .Pfltzner. lam SUrRarry out maintenance to the taxi's interior and exterior as
that they will achieve in areas of private life. well as change tyres. Taxi drivers could be off the road for

Members interjecting: anything up to two hours, and that could be because of the

The PRESIDENT: Order! _ type of client who was in the vehicle. Taxis have to carry

The Hon. G. WEATHERILL: Last night when the people who are drunk; people decide to eat sandwiches, or
Hon. Ron Roberts talked about the Government providingyhatever; and people sometimes take drinks with them which
this speech to His Excellency, he mentioned the name of theyjll all over the place. This could put a driver off the road for
Governor, Sir Eric James Neal and, correctly, the Pr_e5|der§0mething like two hours. These drivers then have to apply
called the honourable member to order for not using theg the Passenger Transport Board to be compensated for the
proper title. time they have spent off the road cleaning the vehicle.

The Hon. R.R. Roberts:His correct name. The amount of compensation they receive is approximate-

The Hon. G. WEATHERILL: Yes, but not his proper ly $50, and | am told that that sum—$50—is very difficult to
title. | totally agreed with the Hon. Mr Roberts’s remarks get. You have just lost two hours work, you have just had
about ETSA because there was no mention in the Governongur vehicle virtually steam cleaned and you get $50 from
speech about ETSA. The Premier is saying that he did nahese wonderful people. The other thing that is wrong with
know anything about it, but I do not think that too many this industry—and | know that it is easy to criticise but no-
people in South Australia believe that. Why was it not givenone really considers it—is that drivers are not entitled to any
to the Government? Approximately 93 per cent of the peopleick leave, superannuation or paid leave. They virtually get
in this State are saying the same thing. They are saying thabthing. John Howard would be thrilled to bits if he could get
they do not want to sell off our assets completely. that into other industries in South Australia. To be quite

I am sure that we will talk a lot more about this ETSA frank, we talk about third world countries, but these people,
business, and yesterday | watched the Hon. Mr Davis makie my opinion, are working for third-world wages.
a speech. He usually talks with his hands, but yesterday he They are involved in an industry where they work at night
had his hands behind his back, and | am sure that he had hise, especially in this area, and they could sit outside the
fingers crossed when he challenged members on this side 6fsino with anything up to 12 or 15 cars in front of them.
the House to support the sale of ETSA. We will talk a lotYou must also consider the dangers of people who are drunk
more about the ETSA sell off, and everything else that thend who do not want to pay the fare. People can be taken to
Government is selling off in South Australia, but | should like their home, or to a place they say is their home, and they then
to turn my attention tonight to the South Australian taxijump out of the taxi and take off, and that fare has been lost.
industry, which has been debated by a few members. It is not a very good industry at all. The argument is that
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people buy these taxi plates as soon as they become availakad¢tributes and aspects of the quality of life that we all love and
The return on their money, if it is as the Hon. Mr Cameronenjoy in South Australia. Again, | convey our thanks to His

says, is $450 a week, in addition to having the original taxExcellency and Lady Neal.

plate, which | believe costs $155 000. | thank all members for their contribution to the Address

What these people are doing is a little more than what th@én Reply, particularly the new members of the Legislative
Government is doing. They are creating employment foCouncil. In the main, members’ maiden speeches to the
people who do not want to be called dole cheats. They arBarliament were reserved for the Address in Reply, although
also employing people who can subsidise their wages in thisam not sure about the Hon. Mr Nick Xenophon; | think he
industry. These people are over-regulated all the time. If wenight have made his maiden speech in the December session.
look at anything, we should look at the Passenger Transpo8o, this Address in Reply contribution was not his maiden
Board and find out exactly what it is trying to do for this speech.
industry, which in my opinion is criticised too regularly ~ The Hon. L.H. Davis: We will always remember it.
without being given an opportunity to put its point of view  The Hon. R.Il. LUCAS: Well, as we have come to expect
or side of the story. That would probably be a good idean terms of his contributions in the Parliament, his maiden
because, as | have said, over the past 12 years this indusspeech was a gaming-laced contribution. | thank all new
has come under criticism from left, right and centre. members.

| travel in quite a few taxis, and | believe that the taxi | have done so on a number of other occasions, but | again
industry in South Australia is far superior to that of New acknowledge the contribution to the Legislative Council, the
South Wales, which | recently visited and where | found thaParliament and the community of members of the Legislative
all taxi drivers seem to do is beep their horn at people on th€ouncil who are no longer with us. | speak fondly on behalf
road and scream at other drivers. It is disgusting: you finisief my colleagues. In particular the Hon. Peter Dunn, our
up being a nervous wreck by the time you reach youformer President, the Hon. Diana Laidlaw and | had a lovely
destination. | think it would be a good idea for the selectevening not too far from here on North Terrace close to the
committee to look at the taxi industry, let it put its point of date of our election to this place, namely, 9 November 1982.
view, and see where we go from there. | support the motionSoon after the State election of 1997 the three of us had an

evening where we shared the memories of 15 years.

The Hon. R.I. LUCAS (Treasurer): | rise to thank His The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: You don’t look much older.
Excellency for his speech opening this session of the The Hon. R.l. LUCAS: | don’t know about what | look
Parliament. In doing so, | am sure that | speak on behalf dike, but | can assure the honourable Minister that | feel a lot
all members when | acknowledge the fine work that Hisolder than the 15 years. One aspect of the discussions that
Excellency undertakes on behalf of all South Australians imight was how the time has flown in terms of the 15 years. |
his onerous position. My colleague the Minister for the Artsrecounted to the Hon. Mr Dunn—to refer to him correctly—
in particular has a wonderful working relationship with His the comments of my mother when | said that the Hon.
Excellency. Mr Dunn had just retired. My mother was quite amazed and

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: And also with Lady Neal. said, ‘But he was only elected at the same time as you; why

The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: And with Lady Neal as well. The is he retiring?’ | said, ‘He has had 15 years—

Minister is proudly circulating copies of His Excellency’'s  The Hon. T.G. Roberts: He was a bit older.

wonderfully incisive speech on the importance of the artsto  The Hon. R.l. LUCAS: He was a bit older than the Hon.
the South Australian economy and business communitDiana Laidlaw and | when he came into the Parliament. My
Unbeknown | suspect to the vast majority of South Aust-mother was quite amazed that it was such a long time since
ralians, His Excellency also undertakes a most important taske all were elected together in 1982. Again, | place on the
for South Australia in the business area. Of course, he doescord my thanks to the Hon. Mr Dunn and his wife, Heather,
not seek to publicise his role in an overt way but, as thdor their contribution not only to the Parliament but also to
Leader of the Government in my response to the Governorthe South Australian community.

speech on behalf of all members—particularly members of | again place on the record our thanks and acknowledg-
the Cabinet who work harmoniously with him every week inment for the work and contributions of the Hon. Bernice
Executive Council and who know of the tremendous amounPfitzner and her husband John Pfitzner. Again, | spoke at
of work that he and Lady Neal undertake on behalf of alllength on a previous occasion in terms of my respect for the
South Australians—again | say, ‘Thank you." We look tireless work of the Hon. Dr Bernice Pfitzner, so | will not
forward to continuing to work together in the interests of allrepeat those comments on this occasion.

South Australians during the coming years. | also acknowledge the Hon. Paolo Nocella, who made a

I think His Excellency has a wonderfully humane touchcontribution to the community and to his Party, albeit for a
in terms of his approach to life. All members would haverelatively shorter time, in this Legislative Council.
their favourite story, but | recall during the holiday break in ~ The Address in Reply is a rare opportunity for Ministers,
the first or second week of January coming out of Freedomand indeed for me, to look back over the last four years. |
Furniture or a store such as that in the central business districannot recall—
of Adelaide. Lady Neal, and | think another member of her The Hon. T.G. Roberts: Not another retrospective look
family, had just come out of that store. They had beerat the State.
actively canvassing the purchase of some library shelves for The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: Yes, it is one of those rare
their new home. | think that is a wonderful example of theopportunities where one can comment on a range of issues
way in which His Excellency and Lady Neal and their family that are not necessarily related always to one’s immediate
have settled into the South Australian community when yoyortfolio and interests. If members will forgive me this
see them shopping or, as Rex Jory commented recentlgyening, | assure them that | will seek leave to conclude my
dining casually in the Barossa. As he commented, ‘Whereemarks because | have not had an opportunity to look at all
else would you see this?’ This is one of the wonderfulmembers’ contributions in the Address in Reply today and
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earlier this evening. | will conclude my contribution tomor- within schools in South Australia. Whilst there will always
row afternoon. be the opportunity in a political area such as education for
| did want to take this opportunity on the first occasion ofvigorous disagreement between the unions and Government,
the new Parliament to make some remarks in respect of @ the Opposition and Government as well, | think we all
portfolio area that | thoroughly enjoyed for four years, should be jointly proud of the commitment that our teachers,
namely, the area of education and children’s services. | warstaff and parents give to try to maintain a quality education
to thank publicly—because | have not had the opportunity t@and children’s services system in South Australia.
do so since | moved from the education and children’s In looking back on four years as Minister and acknow-
services portfolio to Treasury—the staff who worked with meledging, as | have, the contribution of staff and everyone else,
in my office, namely, John Halsey, the Chief of Staff, and alll want to refer to a number of the significant changes that
those who worked in my office during what was a verywere achieved in those four years. As | said, there was huge
difficult but, nevertheless, exciting four years. There are to@ontroversy in the early years when the Government did
many staff to mention, but | thank John and all the staff whaeduce expenditure in schools in South Australia. However,
worked with him and me during the four years. | was proudultimately, in our fourth year, in the 1997-98 budget, the
of the hard work that they put in, the commitment and loyaltyLiberal Government—the Brown and then Olsen
they gave to me as Minister, and also the hard work in term&overnment—was actually spending $164 million a year
of administering what was a challenging but, neverthelessnore than the last education budget of the Labor Government
exciting portfolio. under Lynn Arnold. That $164 million equated to a

| also want publicly to thank and acknowledge thel4.6 per centincrease in funding over that four-year period.
contribution of Dennis Ralph to education in the past threeso, yes, there were reductions in the first two years but this
years as the Chief Executive Officer of DECS, as it was thernoften quoted figure, still quoted by some Labor members, that
Dennis has made, | am not sure, 30 or 40 years’ contributiosome $130 million or so was ripped out of education clearly
to teaching and to children in South Australia. He loves to teldoes not stand critical analysis. As | said, the last budget was
the story of his first teaching opportunities in the country, oneactually $164 million higher than the budget we inherited
of which was as a one-person teacher at Hawker in the Uppé&om the Arnold Labor Government.

Mid North: he was the only teacher in the secondary school A passion of mine in education as shadow Minister and
and taught every subject to all students. He often recountezsbokesperson for many years was to try to change the
to those who were unhappy with what this Government wagriorities of the Department for Education and Children’s
doing, as we made some very difficult decisions, some of th&ervices. It remained the absolute focus for me in my four
challenges that he took on as a new teacher in a countsgears as Education Minister. We encapsulated all of that in
school many years ago. the broad Early Years Strategy. Without going into all the

I have tremendous respect for Dennis Ralph’s contribueetail again, put simply we believed that money spent early
tion, as indeed | have for his leadership of the Department dh the education and care system would reap benefits many
Education and Children’s Services. It is a difficult time for times over compared to the money that was wasted in
any chief executive when a Government makes hard decsecondary schools, the TAFE system and later on in schools
sions, particularly in its first two years, to reduce teachersivhen perhaps it was sometimes too late to catch up with the
numbers, school services officer numbers and a range gfoblems missed in those early years.
other unpopular decisions. Dennis Ralph provided, as a true It seems strange that such a focus did not exist prior to
public servant should, utmost loyalty to the Government 0fL994. | am delighted to see the Early Years Strategy well
the day and the Minister of the day in implementing thosemplemented and now absolutely unshakeable as a key
programs. priority of the department in all of its corporate strategy and

Through Dennis | want to thank all senior executives ofplanning documents. It is now an unmistakable focus and part
the Department for Education and Children’s Services, agaiof the department’s programs, whether it be a Liberal
too numerous to mention. Some were there a short time, b@overnment for the next four years or however many years
the group who stayed for the bulk of the last 2V2 years to thremto the future or whether it be a Labor Government. | think
years were tremendously loyal to me as Minister. In terms oit would be a courageous Government or Minister who turned
implementing the Government’s program, | will be foreveraround that new focus we have in the department. Included
indebted to them for their hard work in implementing thein that Early Years Strategy is a major new focus on reading
Government’s program, and | want publicly to thank them—recovery and significant increases in speech pathology. We
this is the first opportunity | have had to do so—for theirhave all heard the stories of speech pathology and the lack of
contribution to significant change in education in Southresources in that area. One of the last decisions | took—and
Australia. we had already increased speech pathology services by over

The Hon. T.G. Roberts interjecting: 70 per cent—

The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: | have some commentsto make  The Hon. T.G. Roberts: But it was from a low base.
about SAIT in a minute. Finally, | want to place on the public  The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: It was a low base from Bannon
record my acknowledgment and thanks to the many thouand Arnold—I acknowledge that. As part of this focus we
sands of hardworking teachers and school service officerscreased it by 70 per cent and, as one of the last decisions |
staff and parents who are actively working in our schools andbok, | announced the appointment of 17 further speech
in the children’s services system on a daily basis throughoytathologists to come on stream from this year. If | have one
South Australia. Without the hardworking commitment of criticism of our Government, and | hope it is one thing we
staff and teachers, in many cases above and beyond the caill look at in the next four years, it is the need for a greater
of duty for the majority of them, our system, frankly, would whole of Government focus on early intervention, that our
grind to a standstill. education, care, health and human services systems need to

I think we are indeed fortunate with the general quality ofwork together to ensure that, if we are increasing speech
our teachers and staff, and also the commitment of parentmthology in schools and children’s services, we do not see
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reductions in speech pathology in hospitals and communitgchools. A critical part of this early years strategy is to be
health centres. able to see the level the child is at. We are conducting a
I want to acknowledge publicly that we as a Governmentesearch program in pre-schools with Professor Gamage and
need to learn from our experience over the past four years. # range of other officers, people and personnel to try to
we are going to increase in one area, there is not much poiascertain the child's level. At age five the compulsory
in seeing it reduced in another area, and | refer to thdaseline assessment is undertaken by classroom teachers, and
problems we have seen in some areas. That is a challenge tben we monitor how they perform at ages eight and 10
the Olsen Government over the next four years. through the basic skills testing which provides much more
We started the First Start program, which was the firstnformation to teachers and parents about their child’s
time paid officers worked with families under stress in theprogress in literacy and numeracy.
northern and southern suburbs and in the Iron Triangle, trying At that level, too, some tremendous work is being done,
to assist three year olds before they arrived at child care. Wend | publicly acknowledge the work of Jim Dellit and the
tried to help those who had language problems and literacgurriculum team not only for their willingness to work with
difficulties with pilot programs and, for the first time, we the Liberal Government in introducing skills testing but also
actively went out to undertake some of those sorts ofn looking at these assessment measures and being at the
programs. | hope we will build on some of those sorts offorefront of the debate about national assessment standards,
programs in the future. in particular benchmarks for years 3 and 5. They are working
We also introduced—again strongly opposed by Janewith the other States, territories and the Commonwealth
Giles and the gang—basic skills testing. Again, | believe thaGovernment to try to get a common benchmark for all
is so fundamentally an important part of our school systenstudents in terms of their expected literacy and numeracy
in South Australia that it would be a courageous Minister forperformance. In the end, our school system in South
Education or Government—Liberal or Labor—that would Australia—and where all those changes were heading—ought
seek to get rid of something that is supported by 80 per cerib be able to provide detailed information to parents, as | have
of parents in our school system. indicated. Ultimately, there ought to be an agreed national
As | have said previously, | know for a fact that many benchmark on literacy and numeracy, and children ought to
members of the Labor Caucus support the basic skills testhe assessed using the basic skills test and/or other tests as
know under the Hon. Carolyn Pickles the Labor Partywell, but certainly using the basic skills test.
continued to oppose basic skills testing because of the We ought to be able to report that 80 per cent of our
closeness of the former shadow Minister to the institute. thildren have met the national benchmark standard, or
only hope that, given the fact that the new shadow Minister85 per cent of our children, in our school system. There ought
the member for Taylor, comes from a different faction, fromto be pressure on Governments, Liberal or Labor, on
the Labor unity faction—we would hope not as close,Ministers and on teachers’ unions, in terms of being able to
particularly if one listens to the views of Mr Michael publicly report every year the number of students in our
Atkinson, the member for Spence, about the teachers unionsehools in South Australia who are meeting those agreed
she will be able to move Labor Party policy in education intominimum national benchmarks. We hope and expect that the
the next millennium and support basic skills testing withinmajority of our students will perform above that benchmark
our schools. We established— standard, because this is a minimum acceptable standard for
The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting: a child to be able to successfully engage in education for the
The Hon. R.l. LUCAS: The Hon. Paul Holloway says he rest of their schooling years. So, it is a minimum standard.
supports basic skills testing. He must have been whispering We ought to be publicly accountable as a system. Our
it behind the columns. He has not been listening to higeachers ought to be publicly accountable, our Governments
Leader. and our Ministers, more particularly, ought to be publicly
The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting: accountable for their record of achievement in those areas.
The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: The Hon. Paul Holloway Over a period of time we should be able to monitor whether
supports exams in high schools, and some other Labar not that figure is 80 per cent or 90 per cent, whether it is
members have indicated their support for that as well. | anmcreasing or decreasing and whether or not we are effective-
hopeful that with Labor unity controlling the education ly spending our $1 billion to $1.5 billion in the broader
portfolio we might see some commonsense in terms oéducation area.
supporting some positive Liberal initiatives in education and The Hon. T.G. Roberts interjecting:
we will move away from this former captive Bolkus left ~ The Hon. R.l. LUCAS: They are the sorts of pressures
model of education planning and theory. As | said, | remairthat | think Ministers and Governments should be acting
forever hopeful. under. In my judgment we can no longer go on not wanting
The learning difficulties support team, an outstandingto assess and measure. At least the Hon. Paul Holloway has
group of education officers, has done a tremendous amounbme out as a public supporter of basic skills testing and
of valuable work within schools over the past two years, anéxams in schools, and | welcome him coming out on this
| publicly acknowledge the work of the learning difficulties issue. Governments and Ministers should be accountable, and
support team. | am delighted with its continuing work within it will be politically inconvenient for Liberal Governments
our school system. More recently, we established some pil@nd Ministers, and | am sure for Labor Governments and
vacation literacy camps to try to help year 6 and year Ministers in the future. But the framework is there at the
students who have been missing out. They spent up to a weekoment and it has been established to put pressure on
during the school holidays doing intensive catch-up work orMinisters, Governments and school systems so that we are
literacy to see whether we can better prepare them for movingublicly accountable for what we are doing. If we are going
into the world of secondary schooling. backwards in literacy and numeracy, Premiers ought to be
The new Minister is continuing the process of introducingasking questions of their Minister for Education and their
compulsory baseline assessment for all five year olds in owgystem and the newspapers ought to be asking questions of
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the Minister and the Government, and Governments ought testablished schools which specialised in looking after
be held accountable every four years for their performancstudents who had been kicked out of their local comprehen-
in a range of areas, but including their performance in thisive high school in particular. In our last year we introduced
critical issue of early acquisition of literacy and numeracy. a school in the northern suburbs to look after students in the
The Hon. T.G. Roberts: If the kids have a bad day you upper primary part of the school system who were proving

lose your job! too difficult to be catered for in their local primary school.
Members interjecting: That new facility in the northern suburbs was established to
The PRESIDENT: Order! try to take the some of the pressure off hard working and

The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: The Hon. Terry Roberts is over-taxed (in terms of work effort) teachers in their local
forever a defender of the Institute of Teachers on these issuegighbourhood school.
I know he has close personal contacts with the Institute of There have been significant changes in terms of curricu-
Teachers—or perhaps did in the past, if | could put it thatlum. There has not been much publicity for it but, for the first
way—and is at least formally well informed in relation to time in decades, all the students in our schools with the
these sorts of issues. But the critical issue is that Goverrstatements and profiles were using the same core curriculum
ments and Ministers ought to be held accountable, and if yoframework. So, a student in Lameroo and a student in
have a process where measurement and assessment oc&usnside had to work from the core curriculum framework
over a long period of time, and it is not just one day in onerather than a framework that a teacher or principal at a
year when everyone is judged on performance, | do ngparticular school felt to be appropriate. In our last year | was
believe that there is a fair or valid criticism against anpersonally pleased to see the commitment to emphasise the
ongoing process of assessment and measurement. teaching of values within our school system. Much work
With the DECSTech 2001 strategy it was the first time aremains to be done in that area. | know that the new Minister
significant sum of money was committed to computers ands as committed to this as | was, and | look forward to seeing
infrastructure in schools. Members opposite will be sick ofthe implementation of that policy goal.
me talking about their former contribution of $360 000 for  The last area in terms of curriculum to which | want to
computers—and | believe on one occasion | referred to Johrefer is a commitment we gave in our policy document for
Bannon and Lynn Arnold wanting students to stick to verysomething called ‘Ready to Teach’ which is the provision of
fundamental computing infrastructure. A total of $75 million $500 000 for producing quality and easy to use optional
is now being contributed to schools and teachers and odesson plans for all classroom teachers. One of the quickest
students. lessons | learnt as | moved around the State was that teachers
In the area of vocational education and training, we aresaid that they were spending literally hours in the evenings
having a significant problem with secondary studentsand on weekends preparing teaching materials. In hundreds
dropping out and not continuing on to year 12. | think theof schools we have thousands of teachers all reinventing the
Ready, Set, Go program, which will enable our year 11 anavheel. They are all teaching a particular subject—whether it
12 students to work in the workplace at the same time as thag society and environment or mathematics—and are all
undertake studies in schools, and also enable them to continpeoducing their own teaching materials and lesson plans; and
a process of moving from school and the workplace intdt seems a simple proposition to produce the best of those
TAFE training, will be the way in which we will be able to teaching materials and share them amongst all teachers
turn around some of those declining retention rate figures thaliroughout South Australia. | was delighted to note that the
we have seen since 1992 and 1993. new Minister has already looked at using the Internet in terms
| congratulate some of our schools, in particular those sucbf sharing those quality teaching materials amongst all
as Salisbury High School and more latterly Morphett Valeteachers in South Australia, and hopefully that will signifi-
High School, on the work they have done as enterprise higbantly reduce their after-hours work in preparing teaching
schools. In our policy document we made a commitment tglans.
establishing a special interest school in the area of trade The other significant issue | did not mention in terms of
education. | had in mind a very good location for this tradeghe early years strategy is the Government’'s commitment to
based secondary school. | think it would be an enormouslgompelling teachers and schools to spend 70 to 90 minutes
popular innovation in Government schooling to introduce aa day—I hope about 90 minutes—on literacy development,
trades based special interest school in the metropolitan areaith particular emphasis on reading and writing in the first
and | look forward to seeing it being implemented. three years of school. This will be an enormously controver-
Last year | was delighted to open the new facilities for thesial issue, because | am sure that Janet Giles and the gang will
Wiltshire Program for the Anangu students from the northerroppose a direction from the department and the Government
parts of South Australia. | was delighted to be able to workthat all students in those first critical three years of school
with members of that community and in spending overshould spend a minimum of 90 minutes a day on literacy
$1 million on those new facilities here in Adelaide. | am suredevelopment, in particular reading and writing. | would hope
it will continue to have its ups and downs in the support ofthat the new shadow Minister for Education, we hope free
the young people for the program, but there is tremendoufsom the shackles and domination of Janet Giles and the
support from the elders and others in the Pitjantjatjara landgang, will be prepared to support the new Minister in the
for this educational facility here in Adelaide where youngimplementation of this important policy commitment.
people can live and study and ultimately, we hope, move on Inthe past two years, the State’s first special interest high
to further study here in Adelaide as a way of better educatingchool for gifted and talented students was established at the
some of the young students from the Pitjantjatjara lands. Heights. More recently, another has been established in the
Significant changes were made in the behaviour manageorth-east at Glenunga International High School. Most years
ment policies of the department. Under a new behaviouwhen the year 12 results come out we see a domination by
management policy, principals were given the powers tatudents in the non-government system. This year | was
expel post-compulsory aged students for the first time. Welelighted to see that six of the 14 students who achieved
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perfect scores in five or more subjects came from qualitichool communities the opportunity for a greater say in the
Government schools. | congratulate those Government schosglection of their staff. That was an important change and we
students and the teachers— as a Government would hope to see a much higher percentage
An honourable member interjecting: of teachers being appointed through the school choice
The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: They weren't all in the eastern vacancy process as opposed to the centrally managed staffing
suburbs; there was a good percentage there. | would like forocess.
place on the record that it is my view that the Government The monitoring poor performance policy, | am pleased to
school system has to compete with the non-governmergdvise, for the first time ever was used to dismiss teachers for
schools in terms of those students who are perceived Iyroven incompetence. It had never been done before, but
parents, the media and the community as being at the top @overnments and Ministers, Liberal and Labor, have to be
the tree. One of the driving forces for the special interest higlprepared to bite the bullet in relation to teaching competence.
schools for gifted and talented students is to try to getfall else has been tried and has failed, eventually if a teacher
together a nucleus of these extraordinarily talented studenis proved to be incompetent in terms of his or her perform-
in one school to ensure that, in four and five years, as thosance, that person ought to be dismissed. For the first time, in
youngsters move through year 12, we will see, as is seen msmall number of cases admittedly, teachers were dismissed
Sydney with the selective high schools, increasing number®r proven incompetence.
of Government school students being publicly acknowledged In concluding my comments on the education portfolio,
in theAdvertiserand on the television as having perfect | will make some brief comments about the importance of the
scores in five or more subjects. role of union leaders and unions in Government school
The Hon. T.G. Roberts interjecting: education. It is sad that in South Australia we have had a
The Hon. R.l. LUCAS: We hope that those benefits will disappointing quality of leadership in the Teachers’ Union.
continue for the students who remain in other schoolsA huge disappointment to all who have been involved in
through quality teaching practices of teachers and principalgducation has been the continued opposition from the
The inexorable decline in numbers in Government schodlnstitute of Teachers to widely supported reforms in our
education involves many factors, and | have publiclyschools in South Australia, such as basic skills testing. One
indicated that the level of disputation and turmoil is but onecertainly acknowledges that unions will always oppose
Somehow, the public school system has to work out how iteductions in resources, whether implemented by Liberal or
will be able to handle differences of opinion between uniond.abor Governments. On this occasion | am not seeking to
and Governments so that we do not always see teachetsticise the union, and on any occasion | would not criticise
marching in the streets and picketing our Government schootiie union for opposition when a Government—Liberal or
whenever there is a major dispute with the Government of theabor—reduced resources. It was only seven or eight years
day, whether Liberal or Labor. ago that the Bannon Government took 800 teachers out of our
The other factor is that Government schools have to lookchool system in South Australia and, rightly, it was opposed
at the public perception of them. That is why there is theby the union and teachers. In its first budget the Liberal
focus on the early years, on standards, and on literacy ar@overnment took out 420 teachers and we, too, were
numeracy, and the focus to try to make sure that we publiclgriticised.
acknowledge the excellence of our system and that numbers The Hon. R.R. Roberts interjecting:
of students from our Government school system are perform- The Hon. R.l. LUCAS: So did Bannon in 1991.
ing at a very high level so that, when there is publicity ~The Hon. R.R. Roberts interjecting:
regarding year 12 results, we see increasing numbers of The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: So did John Bannon. We had a
Government school students in that marketing exercisgyood role model. On this occasion | do not criticise unions for
Members of the Labor Party might not like it, but the reality obviously maintaining a consistency of message and oppos-
is that, in significant part, parents are forming their viewsing Government reductions of resources in the school sector.
about the relative quality of Government and non-governmeritiowever, | believe that, in terms of intellectual honesty,
schools through what they read in the media. Members mighwhen Governments put extra resources back into the system
not like it, but they cannot ignore the facts as to why parentand when, eventually, a Government is spending $146 million
are increasingly moving their children from Government toa year more than in the last year of the Labor Government,
non-government schools. at least some grudging acceptance or acknowledgment of that
The unions will argue that it is because of increasednight be given rather than an attempt to distort those figures,
resources in the non-government system. Again, we hawas occurred so often.
debunked that argument on a number of occasions by | want to place on the public record my disappointment
demonstrating that the student-teacher ratios in SoutAnd concern that important reforms such as basic skills
Australian Government schools are better than for nontesting, upon which the Government was elected and which
government schools in South Australia. Itis not just an issué pledged to implement, have been opposed by union leaders
of resources, as the Institute of Teachers would indicate. in particular who have conducted industrial action over a four
The final two areas are, first, sport and physical educatiorar five year period. They have continued to oppose
The Government commitment to require that all reception teducational reforms that have been implemented in our
year 10 students undertake at least 100 minutes of sport asdhools. It is not a question of resources. | am talking of new
physical education each week has not been wholly implepolicies which were clearly enunciated with nothing hidden
mented yet but | would hope we will see itimplemented overas part of the policy reform package of the Government of the
coming years. The reintroduction of interstate sports competiday, and it is in that area that | believe that we have not been
tion for upper primary-aged students was one of the firstvell served in South Australia by the quality of the leadership
decisions that the Government took back in 1994. of the teachers’ union.
The final area is personnel policy, with the introduction | remain eternally hopeful that, as it moves through this
of school choice vacancies, which gave principals and locaiext four years, the Labor Party will distance itself in part
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from some of those policy positions dictated by the teachershent Committee would be described as the extraordinarily
union and, as we move into the next millennium, it will be powerful Social Development Committee. | do not know
prepared to support some important reforms such as basichether that is the case but that may be one of the Hon.
skills testing. | know that the Deputy Leader of the LaborMr Xenophon’s arguments. It is an important principle that
Party in the Legislative Council (Hon. Paul Holloway) is if a person is unsuccessful and a Party is unsuccessful, do we
happy to publicly acknowledge that support, and | know thathen resolve the issue by trying to change the legislation so
other members of the shadow front bench in another place atkeat we can accommodate people to join a standing commit-
supporters and advocates of basic skills testing. A number aée?

members of the Labor unity faction are also very strong As sympathetic as | am to the Hon. Mr Xenophon and his
advocates of basic skills testing and assessment measugzsise, | do not think this is the way to resolve this issue.
within our schools. | seek leave to conclude my remarks. There is an interesting issue in that the Hon. Mr Xenophon

Leave granted; debate adjourned. himself has been a witness to the Social Development
Committee. He has presented evidence to the Social Develop-
PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEES ment Committee.
(MEMBERSHIP OF SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting:
COMMITTEE) AMENDMENT BILL The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: It is on this subject and it is an
important one. This Parliament has taken on all the work,
Adjourned debate on second reading. evidence and knowledge of the past Parliament, and it is a
(Continued from 10 December. Page 185.) curious piece of logic that you could actually have a person

who presents evidence to a committee now wanting to
The Hon. R.I. LUCAS (Treasurer): The Government grganise the committee so that he can sit on it and make a
remains enormously sympathetic to the particular desire afecision and a judgment about his own evidence.
the Hon. Mr Xenophon to contribute in almost every way to  An honourable member interjecting:
his passion on gaming machines and gambling legislation. The Hon. R.l. LUCAS: And the Labor Party has opposed
However, on this occasion, the Government feels that it i, The Hon. Paul Holloway has actually opposed it. It is
unable to support the measure that the honourable membggtually different. There is an important issue in relation to
has introduced. We believe that there are some importafat in that the Hon. Mr Xenophon’s views on gaming are
matters of principle in relation to this issue which, onapsolutely well known. He was elected on a platform; he has
balance, tilted us just ever so slightly, just by touch, to decidgresented powerful evidence to the committee, and he now
not to support the legislation. | am happy to share thoseeeks to organise the committee so that he can make a
thoughts, albeit briefly, with members. Our committeejudgment as to the appropriateness or not of his own evi-
system, many members will know, was a labour of love fordence. That raises some interesting questions about our
Labor, Liberal and Democrat members some X-years ago.dtanding committee process.
cannot remember how long it was. It might have been a bit like John Cornwall's inquiry into
The Hon. L.H. Davis: 1991. the Christies Beach Women'’s Shelter. It might have been that
The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: It was 1991. The Social Develop- John Cornwall could have trotted himself up as a witness to
ment Committee has six members. It has a balance ahe select committee and then, if he had not been on it, he
members from both the Upper and Lower Houses. We haveould organise to put himself on the committee so that he
a balance between the Parties as best we can envisage it.@juld vote on his own evidence in a particular way. There are
the time, | guess, we never expected to have a No Pokigsportant issues of principle in relation to this matter: you are
candidate elected to break up the tripartite nature of theither a member of the committee or you are presenting
Legislative Council, and | acknowledge that that has causegvidence to it. It makes it difficult if you are presenting
a complication. Nevertheless, the Hon. Mr Xenophon, as igvidence and you then take one hat off and hop around to the
his right, thrust his name forward in December to test the willother side of the table and make a judgment.
of the people in this Parliament, and | think was singularly  The Hon. T.G. Cameron: He wasn't a Legislative
unsuccessful on that particular occasion in being elected tGouncillor then.
the Social Development Committee. The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: | understand that. | am not
| guess that a number of members, both within theirsuggesting that he acted improperly or that anything was not
Parties and outside, were unsuccessful in terms of beingone in good faith. | suspect that the Hon. Mr Xenophon
elected to standing committees. If on each occasion a memberight never have even suspected that he would become an
who was unsuccessful then believed that the way to resolvexalted member of this Chamber.
the situation was to change the legislation so that he could be The Hon. L.H. Davis: With 2.7 per cent of the vote that
appointed to the standing committee that would not bevas probably a reasonable assumption.
consistent with the spirit of the establishment of those The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: Ithink it was 2.86 per cent. The
standing committees seven or eight years ago. It does raiston. Mr Davis does the Hon. Mr Xenophon a disservice: he
issues, and these are not significant, obviously, in the schenmaderestimates his vote by .16.
of things, but there are obviously additional costs. Do we The Hon. Carmel Zollo interjecting:
need eight members on a committee when every other The Hon. R.l. LUCAS: The Hon. Ms Zollo suggests that
committee is operating with five or six members? he did it in good faith. | am not suggesting anything other
In one case, the very powerful Economic and Financéhan that. There is no criticism at all of the
Committee, | often read, has seven members. It may well belon. Mr Xenophon. Nevertheless, it remains a fact that he
that the extra member makes it a very powerful committee agresented evidence and now seeks to become one of the
opposed to the others that have only six or five membergudges in the case.
Perhaps part of the argument of the Hon. Mr Xenophon is One can never guess when a select committee might wrap
that if it were an eight person committee the Social Developup its work, but it may be that this committee will not go on
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for the next two years or for an excessive length of time. Ifl wonder whether the Hon. Mr Xenophon has considered that
this committee were to conclude its work in the next three oin some ways he would be better off not being on that

four months, | think there is an issue— committee. Those who are on the committee are not in a
The Hon. Sandra Kanck interjecting: position to comment on the committee’s deliberations, but
The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: The Hon. Sandra Kanck says it every time we have witnesses the Hon. Mr Xenophon can sit

will be done within the next few months. in the gallery, listen to what is being said and then go outside
The Hon. T.G. Cameron: No way. immediately afterwards and comment to the media. In many
The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: The Hon. Terry Cameron says, ways, he would be freer than members of the committee.

‘No’. That's up to you. | don’t know. The Hon. R.I. Lucas: We might put him on the commit-
The Hon. Sandra Kanck interjecting: tee.

The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: The Hon. Sandra Kanck reli- The Hon. SANDRA KANCK: That is one way we could

giously attends these sorts of things, so | am sure that she wkkeep him quiet. In addition, just as any other member of the
never let the team down. It is an important issue. If youcommunity can, Mr Xenophon is free at any time to provide
almost reach the fourth quarter of the deliberations of th@ny new information he has to the committee. But, ultimately,
committee and then say we will now add two— | do not support this Bill because it does create precedents

The Hon. T.G. Cameron interjecting: that cannot be justified.

The Hon. R.l. LUCAS: That is not what the Hon. Sandra
Kanck suggests. | am not a member of the committee and The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS:I support the Bill. I note that
neither is the Hon. Ron Roberts, but the Hon. Sandra Kanc®n yet another occasion this matter has been delayed until the
is. So | am only guessing, but the Hon. Sandra Kanck is in #ee small hours of the sittings away from the scrutiny of the
better position than either the Hon. Mr Roberts or | to makePublic, press, etc., because we are about to do something
a judgment about these issues. unconscionable. With the cooperation of the Democrats, the

If you are in the fourth quarter of deliberations and at thaGovernment is once again trying to fudge the issue. What are
stage incorporate into the process two new members of tHée trying to do? The Hon. Mr Xenophon has put forward a
committee (one from this Council and one from anotheroposal in terms of a commitment he gave to the people of
p|ace), | do not think that is a productive way to conduct aSOUth Australia that he would stand for Parliament and do a
select committee process. Without going on any further, i€ertain thing. The Hon. MrLucas has put forward his
was a difficult issue for the members of the Government tePbjections to the Hon. Mr Xenophon becoming a member of
consider. As | said' we were enormous|y Sympathetic to thé”lls committee. The Hon. Mr Lucas said that this matter is
Hon. Mr Xenophon, but on balance and just by a touch webout the balance between both Houses.

have decided that we cannot support this measure. Before | refer to that, let me say that | support the
committee system of the Parliament. | am on the record as

The Hon. SANDRA KANCK: | am a member of the saying that very good work is being done, that it is well worth
Social Development Committee, so | have some interest iwhile having this committee system and that | support fully
this measure. | see this Bill as being designed to accommdhe additional payments which members of committees
date the needs of just one member. | find that a most disturlseceive, because to participate in these committees does entail
ing precedent. Even if it were not being done to accommodateonsiderable expense and resources. So, | have no problem
the needs of this one member, | would still consider itwith the committee system. But let us consider the arguments
inappropriate for Mr Xenophon to become a member of théeing proposed by the Hon. Mr Lucas.

Social Development Committee. As the Hon. Mr Lucas has The Hon. Mr Lucas said that it is about the balance
already observed, he has appeared before the committeelzatween both Houses. He obviously put that argument to the
a witness, and his presence as a member of the committé®n. Mr Xenophon because in his Bill the Hon.
would require him to deliberate on his own evidence. TheMr Xenophon has tried to maintain that balance by suggest-
nearest comparison | can make to that is if you allow a persoimg that the number of committee members increase from six
to be awitness in a court case and then to become a memMereight. Obviously, the Hon. Mr Xenophon has done that to
of ajury. maintain the balance, to give the Government the opportunity

The Hon. Mr Xenophon's presence on the committesstill to control the committee. Let us be quite frank about this:
would put the other members of the committee in a difficultthe Government does not want to lose control of the commit-
position because we would be constrained from speakintge.
about the submission made by the No Pokies group. | putthat The Hon. Sandra Kanck: They haven't got control.
point of view to the Hon. Mr Xenophon outside the Chamber, The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS: They do not have control,
and he told me that he was willing to have his evidencéut the Government does not want an extra person on the
expunged from the record. | do not know whether it iscommittee because it might lose control of the committee. So,
possible for that to be done but, even if it were, what cannathe Hon. Nick Xenophon has bowed to the arguments put
be expunged from the record is the media coverage, thierward by the likes of the Hon. Mr Lucas and has suggested
filming and so on that took place and the comments thahat two members be added to the committee. | think the Hon.
Mr Xenophon made to the media about that evidence on thlick Xenophon would be quite justified in moving a motion
day. to say, ‘It ought to be extended by one. The Hon.

I am also very concerned at the very fixed No PokiedVir Xenophon is trying to keep a commitment to his electors.
position held by the Hon. Mr Xenophon. | understand whyThe Government and the Democrats are trying to stop him
he holds that position. He was elected on that platform anffom carrying out that mandate. He is suggesting that we
that platform alone. But | find it very difficult to believe that spend approximately $16 000 to allow this committee to
he would alter his stance on the basis of the evidence, becausglect what the people want.
if he were to do so, given that that is the only matter on which | happen to subscribe to the theory that the Parliament is
he campaigned, he would be betraying his electorate. Furthdrere to serve the people and it ought to be representative of
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the people of South Australia. Many people do not like it. TheThey were prepared to spend $30 000 for a prerecorded
Hon. Legh Davis made some clever remarks about thaddress the other night to justify the lies that they told the
primary vote of the Hon. Nick Xenophon and the fact that hepeople of South Australia.

only got here under preferences. Well, a lot of people gotinto  The Hon. R.I. Lucas: It's not an issue, Ron.

Parliament, both in the Lower House and the Upper House, The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS: Now the Treasurer says that
on preferences. The reality is that the people of Soutfinoney is not the issue. That is not what he said in his
Australia have spoken very clearly. They have said, ‘We Wangontribution. We are talking about finding $16 000 to meet
Nick Xenophon; we want the No Pokies man in the Parthe cost of this proposition. The Hon. Nick Xenophon has
liament.’ They have said, ‘This person deserves our suppOrtried his best to negotiate with the Government, and | am told

_ Hegotaquota, and the quota is about 47 000 votes. Thgat he has even offered, after he has done the job that the
is what he got with the distribution of preferences, and thapeople of South Australia elected him to do and looked into

represents 50 per cent plus one in four Lower House electothe matter, to offer his resignation. He has already offered
ates. The Hon. Nick Xenophon's proposal reflects their viewhat. He has bent over backwards—

and their will that they wanted a member in this Parliament. The Hon. L.H. Davis: To whom?
It also reflected in the Lower House where on the distribution The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS: It is well known around the

of preferences— ; ; ;
S corridors, and the Hon. Nick Xenophon will speak for
The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting: himself. He is bi
) : g enough to do so. Labor Members supported
The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS:The Hon. MrAngus Rgdford he introduction of poker machines, lotteries and all these
got up on preferences when they stood him for a joke, bulyiyos  and we are prepared for open scrutiny of these
Lhey have notﬁeen thﬁ joke yet. He wants to interject now buf aiers if there are good and cogent reasons for changing the
e_\l/_vk?SﬂwteAzzl]p%y tdfend o principles surrounding poker machines, we want to know
& Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting: about them. We are not frightened to have the Hon. Nick

The PRESIDENT: Order, the Hon. Angus Redford! yonq0n0n 100k at this issue. The other problem we have—the
Members do not have to point at each other or shout. additional cost—

The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS: The honourable member was S
quite happy to take the distribution of preferences when it The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting:

suited him, but now he supports the argument that it ought to 1€ Hon. R.R. ROBERTS: We have said that. He was
be on primary votes only. This Parliament has a right tf Witness before the committee. That was not a criticism. He

reflect the wishes of the people, and this Bill will allow that V&S & Witness before the committee and we could not do that
t0 oCCUr. because he obviously had a vestgd interest. Does that mean
We talk about the cost of this proposal, so let us look aghatl pe(()jple such as ihle' L—Ion.dMn;]e Eh||IOtt, who is a gegl
it. Obviously, all members opposite will not, on the basis of eclared environmentalist and who has a commendabie
cost, support this motion to put Nick Xenophon on therecord, have a vested interest and should not be on the

committee. Why wouldn't they? They are not worried abou nvironment, Resources and Development Committee? No!

the cost when they put up their hand to be on a committed! IS @ ridiculous proposition. _ _
Let us go along the backbench. The Hon. Caroline Schaefer The Hon. Nick Xenophon has a point of view. People say
is Whip, and the Whip gets 10 per cent; she is also Chairpefhat if one does not like the system one should stand for
son of the Social Development Committee, and they gefarliament. The Hon. Nick Xenophon has not only taken up
something like 14 per cent. They are not worried about thé€ir offer but has also proved his point. Itis claimed that he
cost there. is compromised and should not be on the committee, yet it
We also have the Hon. Legh Davis, who is Chair of adid not worry the Government last year, when setting up a
committee on about 14 per cent. The Hon. Mr Dawkins, theelect committee inquiring into the affairs of the Hon. Dale
factional heavy, the bloke who did the leapfrog over the HonBaker, that the only member in this place who had ever
Bernice Pfitzner—he dudded Bernice Pfitzner—is on twosighted that report was the Hon. Mr Griffin. The Government

committees. He is on 20 per cent. They are not worried abott2d no problem with putting him—the only person who had
the cost again. Then we have the Hon. Angus RedfordS€en the document besides the Premier—on the committee

Chairman of the Legislative Review Committee. He is onQ': indeed, making him its Chairman. This is hypocrisy.

14 per cent, but he will not vote for it. These are not arguments of fact but arguments of conveni-
The Hon. L.H. Davis interjecting: ence to get out of responsibility.
The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS: It is in the Hansardand in Members interjecting:

the schedule. It is an Act of Parliament: no-one will lose. The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS:We know what the problem
Then we have the Hon. Mr Lucas, Leader of the Governmeris for the Democrats: they do not want anyone to steal their
in the Legislative Council, who is on 85 per cent, and thethunder. They want to get out there with all these groups and
other Ministers are all on 75 per cent. The only person whalo not want the Hon. Nick Xenophon stealing their thunder
is not on a salary is the Hon. Julian Stefani. and perhaps getting a bit of publicity on the committee.
The Hon. M.J. Elliott interjecting: The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Why shouldn't you be charged
The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS:No, he is a man of principle; for the overtime you are costing the Parliament?
he threw that in. He did not want the 20 per cent. The HonThe Hon. R.R. ROBERTS: If you had had the decency to
Mr Lawson gets 41 per cent. They are all happy to take thabring on this matter in the full glare of public scrutiny instead
They claim that it is too expensive to find $16 000 toof leaving it to the small hours of the morning, there would
represent the view of the people. The Government does nobt be any overtime. The Opposition and | believe that we
have any problem with setting up a crocodile fund withought to reflect the will of the people, and this is clearly a
$330 000 (that is a good description, because the way they eatoposal to do that. The cost is not a huge burden on taxpay-
up money would make a crocodile look stupid) to try toers. We are all involved. No-one on this side denies that
justify their broken promises made just before the electionpeople who work on committees should be paid.
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We are saying that the Parliament and the Treasurer haymsed, members of the Labor Party approached me—and
a responsibility to reflect the will of the people of South some have spoken in this place—and said, ‘We will oppose
Australia. Members of the Government are carping. Thet; what will you do?’ Once we had gone on the record saying
Labor Party is not frightened of scrutiny. We do not necessawe were opposed to it, the Opposition then decided—
rily agree with the views of the No Pokies member, but we  An honourable member interjecting:
are prepared to accept that the people of South Australia want The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: |do not like relaying private
the Hon. Nick Xenophon on that committee. We want him toconversations outside this hallway unless those involved
look at the evidence and, if there are good and cogent reasopgjunteer to be named. Some members of the Labor Party
for reviewing the No Pokies legislation, we are happy towere privately saying that they were opposed to this, and they
stand up and be counted. When members on this side VOWere Obvious|y p|ay|ng the same sort of game that the
we will raise our I’Ight hand, while Government members WilIGovernment was p|ay|ng when it try|ng to decide where to
raise their left trotter—they have got their snouts in thepyt him in this place—it tried to curry a little bit of favour
trough. They do not want the Hon. Nick Xenophon and theyhen it had nothing to lose. Over the next couple of years, the
people of South Australia to be represented. | will call for aHon. Mr Xenophon will get to know what games are played

division because | want the people of South Australia to knowand he will work it out for himself. | just say to him that this
that this Government does not want to reflect the wishes q§ just another—

the people of South Australia, which were clearly demonstrat- “\jembers interjecting:
ed at the last election—and the Hon. Nick Xenophon is the The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT:

living proof. . : .
. But after listening to some of the nonsense coming from
The people of South Australia want the honourable ,p,- members, when we know that this was just a little bit

member on the committee, but the Government and thE¢ b v holitics on their part, | believe that it really needs to
Democrats have schooled up together to deny the will of th e put on the record

people of South Australia. The Democrats in particular ough

to be condemned because they have continually carped that T Hon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER: It is always a
they ought to have more representation in the Lower Housgyq 4y re 1o follow the Hon. Ron Roberts in debate. He is such

Tpehy areon th; put;llic recor_dﬁs sagying, We havz 16 ﬁer celll yentleman. He speaks with such eloquence and is always
of the vote and we have aright to be represented.” The samey” jite to his colleagues on both sides of the House.

principle is.bfforﬁ them, and theyhhave pﬁlleﬂ the ol oever, | cannot support anything he said—if there was
Democrat trick by having two bob each way. They have dong . thing amongst it that made any sense. | am, as he loudly

a deal with the Government. Therefore, they will stop theyginteq out, the Chair of the committee which is the subject

Hon. Nick Xefﬁophon ffo”.‘ doing the job that the people ofyt yepate at this stage, and | had no real personal objection

South Australia elected him to do. to the Hon. Nick Xenophon being part of that committee.
This is a disgrace and it smacks in the face of the eleCtorHowever, I do have an objection to having extra members on

ate, and | am sure that the electorate will want to know whqp ot committee and/or any other standing committee. If we
is doing what in this matter. We support it. The Labor Partyget this precedent, | cannot see why there would not then be

unlike the Government, is not frightened of scrutiny. Thegayen or eight members on every standing committee.
Government has shown its colours: it is prepared to say one An honourable member: We would all be rich

thing and do another. It is now doing it again. This time the .
Democrats are doing the same thing. | support the second The Hon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER: We may all be
reading. rich, but my experience is that most of us are so busy that we

find it very difficult to get to committee meetings on a regular
The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: | note the time. The last Pasis, anyway. Itis difficult enough to find a time and a day
speech was unnecessarily long and tedious, and | will try ty/hen Six people can meet, let alone when eight people can
avoid making the same mistake. There is no doubt that the/@€€t. It IS an ongoing committee and, therefore, it does not
is some merit on both sides of the argument but, at the end &2V @ single reference, so it should not have anyone on it
the day, to suggest that the committee should be expandd§th only a single issue in mind.
simply because a member of the Council wants to be included ! have given the Hon. Nick Xenophon my assurance, as
in its membership is not a persuasive enough argument.Ghair of that committee, that | will do all in my power to
touch on the politics of this Bill and the point that the Hon. &llow him to continue to give evidence, since he feels that he
Ron Roberts did not address. There is no doubt that thdid not complete his evidence prior to the proroguing of
Government was pretty toey about how the Hon.Parliament.He will be invited back, as far as | am concerned,
Mr Xenophon might behave in this place, and it was veryt0 give further evidence. As | say, itis difficult enough to get
careful about what office he was allocated. It was absolutelf quorum as it is—
paranoid about having him anywhere near the Labor Party or An honourable member interjecting:
the Democrats. It found an office well away from either of The Hon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER: No, because the
those Parties. quorum would be larger. And | object to the idea of all these
The Hon. L.H. Davis interjecting: committees being held behind closed doors. They are public
The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: No, thatis not true. It was not meetings, as the Hon. Ron Roberts well knows. The Hon.
a matter of there not being big rooms available; it was aNick Xenophon attends them, together with the press, and
matter of where the Government felt it could comfortably putanyone else who has an interest in being there. So, | can see
him so that he would not be tainted— no reason why the Hon. Nick Xenophon should create a
Members interjecting: precedent for the entire Parliament and become a member of
The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: We know the instructions that the committee simply because he has a single issue that he
were given. On the other hand, what | find absolutelywants to explore.
hypocritical in this debate is that, when this Bill was pro- An honourable member: He has a mandate.

I am sure he probably has.
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The Hon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER: He has a mandate Having said that, | will to say this: if one of our members
to represent 2.86 per cent of the population, and he hasd the 69 who has been elected by the people in this demo-
democratic right to represent them to the best of his abilitycratic Westminster institution to represent a particular point
| am yet to be convinced that he could do that any betteof view (and | do not accept necessarily 2.6 per cent or 2.8
under the strictures of a standing committee than he woulder cent of the vote), the facts are that, under our present
as a witness before that standing committee. system of electoral rules that pertain to this Upper House, he

got a quota. As members know, a quota is 12 into the million-

The Hon. T. CROTHERS: | have listened intently to  plus people on the electoral roll, plus one. If you want to
some of the contributions that have been made in this debatgork that out, you will see that a quota is in excess of 80 000
and I rise to support the item on the Notice Paper standing ifotes in this State. What you are doing now is in fact a strike
the name of the Hon. Nick Xenophon. I want to outline, in aagainst the better practices of the Westminster tradition. But
logical fashion, without emotion or humour being part of my| will say to you: the least of us in this whole Parliament who
psyche at this time, why | believe that we should supportth@ave been elected by the people—in this case it is
Bill placed on the Notice Paper by the Hon. Mr Xenophon.Mr Xenophon and perhaps the other Independents—

I have been in this Parliament now for just over 11 years. The Hon. M.J. Elliott interjecting:

When | first came into this Upper House, any select commit- The Hon. T. CROTHERS: You wouldn’t have the brains
tee that was set up—and | understand what the Standing agree with commonsense. Don't start me, or | will go on
Order says about numeracy—was comprised of six members you. Non-representation of the smallest number in this
three from the Opposition and three from the Governmenparliament, in the democratic sense demeans us all. That is
benches. A deal was then struck between the then Liberalhat you have done tonight. Non-representation of the
Opposition and the Democrats, whereby the membership wasnallest numbers elected by the full electoral college of this
changed from six to five: there were two members from theState demeans the democratic traditions of this institution. It
then Government (the Labor Party), two members from thgs shameful of the Democrats to oppose this. The words of the
then Opposition (the Liberal Party) and one Democrat. Thabemocrats’ founder, Don Chipp, always ring in my ears,
is just the position with respect to how the Westminsterwhen he put forward the rationale for his resigning from
tradition in these committees can be flouted. It was in thehe—

political interests of the then Liberal Opposition Party. Also, The Hon. M.J. Elliott interjecting:

the Democrats who, despite their dictum of keeping the The Hon. T. CROTHERS: Are you so ignorant that you
bastards honest, can also get involved in the politics of hidgon't listen to commonsense, Mr Elliott? When Mr Don

and seek. Chipp resigned from the Liberal Party—a former Minister in
The Hon. M.J. Elliott interjecting: the Liberal Government—and reformed or joined up the old
The Hon. T. CROTHERS: | did mention Standing Liberal Movement from here—

Orders; you were not listening again. The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting:
The Hon. M.J. Elliott interjecting: The Hon. T. CROTHERS: There’s another great

The Hon. T. CROTHERS: You well know, Mr Elliott =~ Democrat interjecting, the Hon. Angus Redford! We know
(I'am glad you have interjected), that we are talking about thevhat went on in the Hotel Australia in your preselection. Be
custom and practice of this Council, to which you were aguiet! Don Chipp’s words ring in my ears. That is why it is
party in having reverted back to the Standing Orders after shameful for the Democrats to do what they are doing. Don
previous Parliament had provided for six members. | do noChipp gave as his reason for forming the Democrats that it
want to hear any nonsense from you in respect of democracwas to keep the bastards honest. How do they equate that with
| have a longer memory than that. That was a case in pointhe stand they are taking in joining with the Government in
when committees were manipulated for political purposes.opposition to the Xenophon Bill. It cannot. It is an inconsis-

| return to the Westminster tradition in respect of thetent logic, advanced by the Government and its cohorts, the
composition of the present committees of this Parliament. Democrats in this case, in respect to the opposition to this
note that in this Legislative Council there are 10 members oBill. It is opposition mounted for political reasons by both
the Liberal Party, including the President. | note that in theParties—the Democrats because they want to be able to say
Lower House there are 23 members of the Liberal Partyto people, ‘We hold the balance of power.

Between the two Chambers of this Parliament there are 69 | could talk about a phone call | received from a Democrat
members in total and, when | add the 23 members in theho thought he was pulling the wool over my eyes—but he
Lower House to the 10 in the Upper House | come up withwas not—when he asked whether | had any intention of
33—hardly even half the total membership of this Parliamentresigning from the Labor Party. However, | will not talk
The other members who comprise the remainder are the thredout corridor conversations or phone calls made to me by
Democrats and one No Pokies member in this Council, andeople. | will not do that. The phone call was saying, ‘Please
two Independents and one Country Party member in the othelon’t resign from the Labor Party and sit on the crossbenches,
place but, because it has been Westminster custom afecause if you do, we can count, too, and we will no longer
practice, we have clung to the fact that, irrespective of whabe able to boast to the South Australian electoral public that
the Liberal Party did in Opposition, the Government of thewe have the balance of power, because you would hold it.’
day should have a majority on committees of this Parliament.do not want to hear people talking to me about matters of
| say that against the backdrop of what transpired when weprivate conversations; | could relate quite a few. Some people
returned to the rule book and the select committees werhink | am a fool, because | am easy to get on with. But
changed from a membership of six, which the Council hageople who think that had better think again.

embraced because of the Westminster tradition, back to what | say once more, and | urge you to rethink your position:
was provided by the Standing Orders of this Council whenn the interests of democracy and of all the traditions that the
it was a gerrymandered place in respect to having fivé\Vlestminster system stands for, support the Xenophon Bill
members on select committees. and ensure that you advance the interests of the people in this
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State and the best customs and traditions of Westminster For the benefit of the Hons Trevor Crothers and Ron
democracy. Roberts, | will explain the membership of these committees.
The Economic and Finance Committee has seven members
The Hon. L.H. DAVIS: Unlike some of the contributions  from the House of Assembly. The Environment, Resources
that have been made, | must say that | have always been @nd Development Committee has six members—three from
the speakers'’ list for this debate. Can | say from the start thaiach House. The Legislative Review Committee has six
an agreement was made between the Labor Party, the Libeidembers—three from each House. The Social Development
Party and, | understand, the Hon. Nick Xenophon that thi€.ommittee has six members—three from each House. The
would come on later this evening, because the Leader of thetatutory Authorities Review Committee is a standing
Government in the Council, the Hon. Robert Lucas, hadommittee of the Legislative Council and has five members.
unavoidable commitments early. For Ron Roberts to stand ugnd the Public Works Committee is a standing committee of
and say that this has been taken out of the media spotlight {ie House of Assembly and also has five members. The shape
a deplorable statement and a total misrepresentation. For tee¢ and the number of members on those committees was
Hon. Ron Roberts to also say that this is an issue aboulgreed after lengthy discussion, and bearing in mind the
money and to try to parade that argument through the Counailumber of backbench members available to serve on them.
is bizarre. It is simply not true. The Statutory Authorities Review Committee and the Public
For the Hon. Ron Roberts to say that we are resisting thg/orks Committee are slightly smaller in membership than
proposition from the Hon. Nick Xenophon because thehe others because they are drawn from two different Houses.
Government does not want to lose control of the committeghey were the last two committees introduced in 1994 and
is, of course, a very powerful argument for the necessity oft was by general agreement that they would have fewer
numeracy tests—because this Government does not hamgembers.
control of the Social Development Committee. Let me walk  The Hon. P. Holloway: The Statutory Authorities
through the committee structure slowly: there are thre€ommittee had one extra member for four years.
members from Opposition Parties—the Hons Terry Cameron The Hon. L.H. DAVIS: Not in our time. The Hon. Paul
and Sandra Kanck and Mr Michael Atkinson—and threeHolloway bumbles yet again.
members from the Government Party. One can hardly say that The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting:

that is a measure of control. The Hon. L.H. DAVIS: The Statutory Authorities
The Hon. R.R. Roberts interjecting: Review Committee has only ever had five members. | have
The Hon. L.H. DAVIS: Just relax. If you add the Hon. been on that committee for the whole time and it has always
Nick Xenophon and presumably one other, you will nothad five members. The proposition, which is a good try if not
change the existing balance. That has silenced the rabbigcheeky one by the Hon. Nick Xenophon, is that unilaterally
opposite, has it not? Presumably, instead of the situatiofe increase the number of members on the Social Develop-
being 3-3, it would become 4-4. If you can count, you see thathent Committee from six to eight. There is no logical
the situation would be unchanged. argument for the change. The committee has no more work;
The Hon. R.R. Roberts interjecting: in fact, over the past 12 months it has met less often than
The Hon. L.H. DAVIS: No, you have missed the point. many other committees.
You said, ‘The Government doesn’t want this because it There is no logic to this change. | would have thought that,
doesn't want to lose control” The committee membershipas a Parliament, we talk in logical and professional terms,
will go from 3-3 to 4-4. rather than adopt the adhockery that has been so evident from
The Hon. R.R. Roberts interjecting: the Labor Party tonight. There is no logic in changing the
The Hon. L.H. DAVIS: That was your point. The Hon. membership from six to eight, apart from accommodating the
Trevor Crothers’ speech tonight is a good reason why thejon. Nick Xenophon.
Labor movement abandoned the stump in the Botanic Members interjecting:
Gardens many years ago. Wonderful rhetoric, but goodness The Hon. L.H. DAVIS: There is logic in the Economic
me! How did it relate to the issue? He talked about changin@nd Finance Committee having seven members because it has
Standing Orders to alter the numbers on select committees. subcommittee, the Industries Development Committee,
The Hon. T. Crothers interjecting: which was rolled back into that committee although it had
The Hon. L.H. DAVIS: Itis difficult to hear whatyou are  been a separate committee. All the other committees which
saying. It has nothing to do with Standing Orders: it hasyere formed in 1991 have six members, and the balance of
everything to do with a piece of legislation called thethe committees, formed in 1994, have five members.
Parliamentary Committees Act 1991, which was passed by |t is illogical for the Labor Party to argue that it is all
the Parliament after long debate and quite heated angbout money: itis not. It is illogical to argue that it is about
protracted discussion. It was the brain child of Martyn Evansjosing control: it is not. It is illogical to argue that it has
the Independent Labor member at the time. After considefanything to do with Standing Orders: it has not. Itis illogical
able compromise, the new committee structure was estakp argue that, because someone has a particular interest in a
lished. There were significant amendments and additions t@atter, we should increase the membership for that person’s
that in May 1994 when the Liberal Government came tabenefit. We have a coherent system which has been devel-
power. oped in two tranches, in 1991 and 1994, and there has been
In 1991 the Environment, Resources and Developmenio good reason to amend the Parliamentary Committees Act.
Committee, the Economic and Finance Committee, the
Legislative Review Committee and the Social Development The Hon. NICK XENOPHON: | apologise to the
Committee were established. The Liberal Government wa€ouncil for the angst that | have caused this evening.
committed, following an election promise, to introducingthe  Members interjecting:
Statutory Authorities Review Committee and a Public Works  The Hon. NICK XENOPHON: It always distresses me
Committee. to see angst in this place, particularly if | am to blame for it.
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I have persisted with this Bill for the simple reason that | wasof viewing my evidence to the committee—I think, perhaps,
elected on a single issue, as some would say, in relation tee has not. The fact remains, and | refreshed my memory
gaming machines. Other single issue candidates stood at tteday by looking at it, that | simply made some preparatory
last election, for instance, with respect to euthanasia and duckmarks to the committee about the formation of the No
shooting. Opinion polls suggest that the population is fairlyPokies Campaign. | introduced Mr Max Baldock, President
evenly balanced with respect to euthanasia, yet thosefthe Small Retailers Association, who made a submission
candidates received only half a per cent of the vote. Similarlyunder our umbrella. As | understand it, the committee has
the duck shooting candidates received something close tecalled Mr Baldock to give evidence on behalf of the Small
1 per cent of the vote and, as the Hon. Mr Elliott pointed outRetailers Association.
50 000 South Australians signed a petition to ban duck | did not have the opportunity on, | think, 14 August last
shooting which has been presented to Parliament. year to make a final submission to the committee. The fact
The point that | am trying to make is that the result—thatthat | gave evidence before the committee, given that | had
is, my being elected—might have been unexpected by Aot finalised my submissions, should not preclude my being
number of people, including me, but the important principleon that committee. | have indicated that | am happy to absent
is that | do not pretend to have a mandate to get rid of pokemyself from the deliberations of the committee if members
machines in this State, but | do have a mandate to participatsf the committee will be embarrassed by my sitting in on
fully in the debate on the question of gaming machines. Paihat little | had to say. As | said, | did not complete my
of that full participation involves my being on the Social submissions. With respect to the argument that the cost of
Development Committee, which is currently inquiring into having two further members is onerous, | point out that the
the issue of gambling in this State. Government collects approximately $400 000 a day in
If I am to fulfil the faith or the mandate of the gaming machine revenue, and the cost of appointing me and
26 000 South Australians who put me and my running mateanother colleague from the Lower House to this committee
over and above other political groups, including the politicalis trivial when compared to that.
Parties in this Chamber which have a broad platform on a | make the point that, as a fall-back position, | am

whole range of issues, that says something about communiptepared to agree to an amendment, if anyone is so minded
disquiet on this issue. A significant number of Southto move it, that there be a sunset clause in the legislation so
Australians were willing to abandon their traditional voting that | and the other new member of the committee stand down
patterns to vote on an issue about which they had a great degce the committee’s report into gambling has been handed
of concern. For me not to persist in my attempts to get ontgjown, which | understand will be in three to four months.
this committee would be breaking faith with those SouthThat is the information | have received from the Hon.
Australians who elected me to this Chamber. . _ Caroline Schaefer as the Presiding Member. On my calcula-
In terms of my poter_1t|al contribution to the committee, it tigns, being part of the committee for four months will
may come as no surprise to members that for some reasoRount to about 20 minutes of Government revenue in
seem to spend most of my waking hours reading aboyg|ation to gaming machines. | cannot accept that the costs
gambling and gaming machines, talking about them anglij| be onerous and break the State.
occasionally dreaming about them. _ _ | find it ironic that the Government members who, by and
The Hon. M.J. Elliott:  You are becoming obsessive |5rge opposed the introduction of gaming machines in this
abOlIJ,]t It N . State, making a number of very, | thought, sensible state-
q The Hon. N'.CT) XENOPHOA\"hNO' itis ot ||ntended ar'}? ments about their concerns with respect to the introduction
| do not enjoy it, but it seemed that no-one else was willingy ¢ ming machines, as well as the Democrats who similarly
to take up the fight on this issue. Enough South Australiang,qe such statements, now oppose my being on this commit-
were willing to elect me into this Chamber, with the aid of 1o anqgiitis the Labor Party members, whose Government

preferences, and thank God for preferences. It is part of my, 1992 introduced the legislation, who are magnanimous

commitment to this whole issue and | believe that | couldenough to allow me to participate in this debate. There is a

make a valuable contribution to this committee. | havey, ch of jrony. It seems that the result will be a forgone

perhaps a naive difficulty in understanding that the Demo'conclusion, but I only hope that some members of the

crats and the Government are not prepared to take advantagg mocrats and the Government change their mind.
of my expertise in relation to this committee. The reasons The Council divided on the second reading:

given by members as to why | should not be on the commit- AYES (7)

tee, to my mir!d, simply do not add up. Cameron. T. G t)  Crothers, T
In terms of its being an unprecedented move to change the Holloway’ P. ) ) Roberts R R

membership of this committee, a point raised by the Hon. .
Sandra Kanck as well as Government members, including the Weatherill, G. Xenophon, N. (teller)
; Zollo, C.
Treasurer and the Hon. Legh Dauvis, | say that precedents—
X NOES (10)
and | should know this as | am a lawyer—are made to be . :
) . . - Dauvis, L. H. Dawkins, J. S. L.
broken. In this case, as | understand it, a single-issue X
; : Elliott, M. J. Kanck, S. M.
candidate has never been elected to this Chamber—at least :
o . - L Laidlaw, D. V. Lawson, R. D.
in this century—and it seems to express a desire within the
! ; Lucas, R. I. (teller) Redford, A. J.
electorate, a demand, to do something different and to debate :
g 9. . . Schaefer, C. V. Stefani, J. F.
this issue. In order to allow me to participate on this commit-
tee, | do not believe that the precedent argument holds much . PAIRS
Wafer Pickles, C. A. Griffin, K. T.
' Roberts, T. G. Gilfillan, 1.

Some concern has been expressed about a conflict of e
interest because | have given evidence before the committee.  Majority of 3 for the Noes.
I am not sure whether the Treasurer has had the opportunity Second reading thus negatived.
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have been seeking an extension to the current licence period of
twelve months and will support this measure. This measure will
reduce the administrative requirements and subsequent assessment
processes linked to the reissuing of licences. It should be noted that
centres will still be subject to regular random visits to ensure that
licensees are adhering to tihild Care Centre Regulation3 his
move has been strongly supported and lobbied for by the Child Care
é[a:iustry Reference Group.
Explanation of Clauses
Clause 1: Short title

CHILDREN’S SERVICES (CHILD CARE)
AMENDMENT BILL

Second reading.

The Hon. R.I. LUCAS (Treasurer): | move:

That this Bill be now read a second time.
| seek leave to have the second reading explanation insert
in Hansardwithout my reading it.

Leave granted. Clause 2: Commencement

The purpose of this Bill is to— ) ) These clauses are formal.
- allow afamily day care careprovider to have up to seven children  Clause 3: Amendment of s. 3—Interpretation

in care at any one time (including those of the careproviden)rhis clause substitutes a new definition of "child care centre” and
provided that not more than four have not yet commenced théigmends the definition of "family day care agency" to make those
first year of schooling; _ . definitions consistent with the proposed amendments to section 33.
permit one additional child to be in care under exceptionalThe clause also inserts a definition of "young child" (which is
circumstances; .. defined as a child under the age of 6 years who has not yet com-
provide transitional arrangements to prevent any existindmenced attending school) for the purposes of the child care centre
careprovider being disadvantaged in relation to children now irgng family day care provisions.

the person’s care; . . . Clause 4: Amendment of s. 25—Business of child care not to be

amend the definition of a “child care centre" to be compatiblesg ried on without licence

with the above; - : o .
S . . . This clause amends section 25 of the principal Act to make the child

extend the licensed period of operation for a child care centr@ e centre licence period two yearsPA m?nor amendment is also

from twelve months to two years. : :
I . . . _.made to subsection (6) to match up the language of that subsection
In June 1995 the relevant Ministers involved in the Council Ofwith one of the proposed amendments to section 33.

Community Services and Income Security Ministers’ Conference . e

approved Family Day Care National Standards and agreed that these C_:lla(lese 5: Amendment of s. 33—Application for approval of

were to be implemented in 1997. aiily day care . o _
The agreed national standards differ from those applying in thig Nis clause amends section 33 of the principal Act as follows:

State with respect to the number of children able to be cared for at Paragrapifa) of subsection (1) is replaced, so that a family day

the one time in a carer’'s home. care provider may care for not more than 4 young children.

To implement the national standards a change is required to the Reference to "relatives” of the child is also removed so that what
Children’s Services Act is relevant is whether the child is being cared for away from his

At present in South Australia a careprovider can care fiot " or her guardians. ) ] )
more than three children under the age of six y&afe practice New subsection (2a) provides that a family day care approval is
has been for a maximum of seven children to be cared for at any one conditional on the care provider not having the care of more than
time and this has included school aged children up to twelve years 4 young children or a total of more than 7 children.

of age as well as the carer’s own children. This limit was negotiated
with the Careproviders of South Australia and has been in effect for
many years.

The national standard statescarer must not provide at any one
time for more than seven children, four of whom have not started
school—this includes the caregiver’s own children.

The phrase "started school" refers to the commencement of

"formal" schooling and excludes children attending any form of
preschool.

A change to the existing State legislation to meet the provisions
of the national standards for family day care will also require an

amendment to the definition of a child care centre because the

definitions which identify these two forms of care are interlinked. -
An additional minor amendment to ease the administrative

burden on both centre operators and government resources -is
proposed to extend the current licensed period for a child care centre

from twelve months to two years.
Extensive community consultation has been undertaken within

the context of developing and implementing the national standards

for family day care and long day care child care centres. All peak

bodies participated, as did many individual carers, centre operators

and users of services.
In early 1994 meetings were held in both metropolitan and

New subsection (2b) allows the Director to exempt people from
the conditions in subsection (2a) in certain circumstances. An
exemption may, for example, be granted if all children to be
cared for are of the same family. Alternatively, if there are
special circumstances, a family day care provider may be able to
care for one extra child without losing their approval. In addition,
to assist family day care providers who currently comply with
section 33 but who would not comply under the proposed
amendments, the Director is empowered to issue an exemption
to a person who, immediately before the commencement of the
amendments, had the care of more than 4 young children or more
than 7 children in total.

New subsection (2c) provides for conditions to be imposed on
exemptions issued under the section.

Subsection (4), which currently provides that the limitation on
numbers of children do not apply where the children are of the
same family, is removed and replaced with a provision specifying
that in this section, for the purposes of determining how many
children a care provider has the care of, the care provider's own
children and any other children residing in the family day care
premises will be counted if those children are under the age of
13 years.

Clause 6: Amendment of s. 48—Restriction on child minding

country areas to gauge careprovider comment. In mid 1995 thgdvertisements

Executive Director, Children’s Services wrote to individual Ths clause is consequential to the insertion of a definition of "young
careproviders and parents, advising of significant changeshiig.

Careproviders who were members of the Careproviders of South

Australia (COSA) were also invited to forward comments to the
National Secretariat of the Council of Community Services and

The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY secured the adjournment of

Income Security Ministers. COSA was supportive of the proposathe debate.

to increase the numbers of preschool-age children in care.
Many family day care providers will be able to increase their

income if the proposed change, to increase from three to four the

number of children not yet attending school, is approved.

Transitional arrangements to protect the current arrangements for
a minority of carers are proposed—to allow the youngest possible

PASTORAL LAND MANAGEMENT AND

CONSERVATION (BOARD PROCEDURES, RENT,

ETC.) AMENDMENT BILL

child of a carer to commence school. South Australia proposed this  Second reading.

transitional requirement to ensure that SA carers are not in any way

disadvantaged by the introduction of national standards.

The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW (Minister for Transport

There is no particular implication for long day child care centre@nd Urban Planning): I move: _
operators with the changing definitions. However, centre licensees That this Bill be now read a second time.
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| seek leave to have the second reading explanation and tfe lessees to maximise their benefits from the lease assessment
detailed explanation of clauses insertetHemsardwithout =~ process.
my reading it The Bill is commended to honourable members.
) Explanation of Clauses
Leave granted. Clause 1: Short title

Since the coming into force of the Pastoral Land Managemenf NiS clause is formal. .
and Conservation Act in March 1990, the process by which pastor%l (Clause 2: Amendment of s. 3—Interpretation
lease rentals have been determined by the Valuer-General each ydd}iS clause inserts a definition for the purposes of the new rental

pursuant to his powers under Section 23 of the Act has been an oRrovisions in the Bill. .
going concern to pastoral lessees in South Australia. Clause 3: Amendment of s. 15—Procedure at meetings

; : his clause gives the presiding member a casting vote as well as a
The method used has involved a formula calculation based on the - . e ;
number of stock carried, derived from a calculation that was highl’;&e“bﬁra“"le vote. Provision s Lnade for meetings tg be Eeld by phone
sensitive to fluctuations in wool and beef prices. This has meant th ir?ttltgsr gﬁgrr?]rggtmegns' The Board is required to keep accurate
rents have varied significantly from year to year. The derivation o Clause 4- Substitl?tién of s. 23

the figures has not been easily understood by the industry and thj is clause substitutes the prévision dealing with rent. The Valuer
has given rise to a number of inquiries and appeals. In addition,th, o ; h : N
fluctuations in rental levels have made forward budgeting difficutt>eneral will firstly determine the unimproved value for each lease

: ) = .~taking into account the purposes for which the land is used,
{/%i(t:)f?tig ;g?tigﬁit&ﬁgggsf%?g IEah:seS ﬁgtnetasl Eﬁ?ﬂ%‘ Administratio revalling climatic conditions, proximity of markets, etc., land
: ndition factors (as advised by the local soil conservation auth-

S C
Last year, as a matter of policy, it was agreed that a new methorg?ity), and the views of any consultative committee set up by the
of rent determination would be adopted involving the calculation ofysinister. The Valuer-General will then set the annual rent as a
the unimproved value of each Station or management unit, basi rcentage of the lease’s unimproved value. The rent may then be
the rental on a percentage of that value to represent the GoverlQi; sied by the Minister, on the recommendation of the Board, on
ment's return on its interest in those leased lands. The percentage’snnyal basis if necessary, to take into account any individual
derived in 1997 for properties used for pastoral purposes was 3 gl affecting profitability of relating to certain work carried out
centand this year is to be 2.7 per cent. The approach now adoptedh the jand by the lessee (this power may only be exercised so as to
is consistent with that used by other States and Territories Withece rent). The Valuer-General must fix rents at least every 5 years
rangeland responsibilities. and do them all at the same time. The Board will send out the rent
This approach last year led to some 10 per cent of the lesse@gtices each year. The Minister is given the power to waive or defer
seeking a further explanation of their derived rent. This informalpayment of rent if the Board so recommends.
review was done by the contract valuer engaged by the Valuer Clause 5: Amendment of s. 56_R|ght of review or appea|
General to determine the rents and led to reductions in a number giyjs clause provides that a lessee who is dissatisfied with the Valuer-
Cases. Only one pastorallst fO”OWeq _hlS determination to formabenerars determination of rent may either app|y to the Valuer-
review pursuant to the current provisions of the Act—he subseGeneral to have it reviewed or appeal against it to the Land and
quently withdrew that application in November 1997. Given theya|yation Court. The lessee has 3 months in which to do this.
nature of the change and the time available to carry out the task, thgrievances may be resolved informally in the meantime on the
acceptance of the outcomes by the industry is considered very satigritten request of a lessee. The Valuer-General is given a right of
factory. The process was helped greatly by the involvement of appeal against a review (the Valuer-General has such a right of
review group with strong industry representation. This group wagppeal against a review carried out undeithieiation of Land At
chaired by the Presiding Member of the Pastoral Board, Stephen "clause 6: Amendment of schedule
Mann. ) ) ) This clause amends the transitional provision that requires all land
It was further agreed in consultation with the SA Farmersassessments to be completed by 7 March 1998. The date is extended
Federation, members of pastoral area soil conservation boards afsl31 December 2000.
the Pastoral Board that this new approach would be formalised by Clause 7: Statute law revision amendments
amending the rental and appeal provisions of the Pastoral Lanphis clause refers to statute law revision amendments set out in the
Management and Conservation Act. schedule.
This Bill accordingly amends those provisions to require the use  Schedule
of unimproved values in pastoral lease rental assessment, to providée schedule amends outdated language, converts divisional
for a more consultative process in determining rents payable and f@enalties into dollar amounts and repeals several exhausted provi-
allow for an additional mechanism aimed at resolving differences bgions.
informal discussion. The Bill also allows rents to remain unaltered
for periods of up to five years. The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS secured the adjournment of
The Bill also amends some procedural provisions under Sectiofhe debate.
15 relating to the operations of the Pastoral Board. It will allow the

Board to meet formally by teleconference to assist its timely
response to an increasing number of time-based issues now beingABORlGlNAL LANDS TRUST (NATIVE TITLE)

brought to its attention. This amendment is particularly pertinent AMENDMENT BILL
given the distances involved and the relative remoteness of producer
members and deputies. Received from the House of Assembly and read a first

Section 15 is to be further amended to give the Presiding Membafme.
a casting vote. This has become necessary following the passage last i
year of gn amending Bill to extend the life gf the 6-mgembgr Pas?oral The Hon. DlANA L_AIDLAW (Minister for Transport
Board which includes two pastoralists. and Urban Planning): | move: _
The Bill also amends the transitional provisions of the Actto  That this Bill be now read a second time.
extend the time in which the assessment of the condition of pastor&lseek leave to have the second reading explanation and
lease land is to be completed to 31 December 2000. This is getailed explanation of clauses insertedfansardwithout
reflection of the interest shown by the industry in the range lan reading it
assessment program and the increasing requirement by pastorali y gt
for more discussion and consultation on the process and its out- L€ave granted.
comes. The task is now 80 per cent complete and the industry is This Bill makes amendments to tidoriginal Lands Trust Act
comfortable with this extension of time to complete the process thori 966 to clarify that future vesting of land in the Aboriginal Lands
oughly. Trust, or dealings with the land by the Trust, will not affect native
The main purpose of this Bill is to put permanently in place atitle in the land.
transparent and easily understood lease rental assessment processlt provides that the Trust, when dealing with land vested in it,
It also strengthens the responsible Minister's ability to recognisenay extinguish or affect native title by agreement with the Minister
good stewardship and land management by adjustment of the reand the native title holders.
actually payable. The Bill will also assist the Pastoral Board to carry  The transfer of land to the Aboriginal Lands Trust is one way in
out its functions in a timely and reactive way and give adequate timevhich native title claims over some areas of land may be dealt with
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by the State. Some native title claimants have expressed the fear thatroduced a self managed category in their Workers Compensation
their native title rights may be affected by transfers to the Trust. ThiSchemes. Victoria and Queensland are two states to have done so.
Bill makes it clear that future transfers to the Aboriginal Lands Trust,The concept is also endorsed by the Heads of Workers Compensation
and dealings with land by the Trust, will not affect or extinguish Authorities (HWCA) in the report ‘Promoting Excellence—National
native title unless specifically agreed to by the native title holders Consistency in Australian Workers Compensation’. It is pleasing to

| commend the Bill to the honourable members. see the Eastern States pick up on the innovative approaches devel-
Explanation of Clauses oped in this State.
Clause 1: Short title The SME category is particularly appropriate for employers
Clause 2: Amendment of s. 3—Interpretation contemplating exempt employer status or self insurance. It gives
Cross references to tiXative Title (South Australia) Act 19%¢e  them an opportunity to gain experience of claims management under
added to the interpretation section. the overall management of WorkCover. To date, four of the pilot
Clause 3: Insertion of s. 16AAA group have moved from SME to Exempt employer status. There are

A new section is inserted to clarify that in future the vesting of landnow over twenty other employers who have expressed interest in

in the Trust, or dealings with land of the Trust, will not affect native becoming an SME. _

title in the land. The SME category is by no means an easy option for employers.
The new section expressly recognises the potential for the Trusthey must satisfy WorkCover Corporation that they have appropriate

to enter agreements with the holders of native title (and the Minister§kills, policies and practices in place to manage claims effectively

under which native tite may be affected or extinguished. Suctand they must report to WorkCover Corporation in some detail. They

agreements are contemplated by section 21 of the Commonwealfust take full responsibility for their decisions and can not blame a
Native Title Act 1993 third party (WorkCover Corporation or the Claims Agent) for

decisions made on claims and they must deal with their employees

; directly and appropriately.
The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS secured the adjournment of From the employees point of view there are also advantages.

the debate. Claims decisions are made more promptly and with full knowledge
of the work situation and the range of suitable duties available, if that
WORKERS REHABILITATION AND is an issue.
COMPENSATION (SELF MANAGED EMPLOYER In view of the success of the Pilot, commitment to establish the
SCHEME) AMENDMENT BILL SME category as an ongoing feature of the WorkCover Scheme was
included in the 1997 Liberal Policy, ‘Focus on the Workplace’.

. . This Bill deals only with the establishment of the SME scheme,
Received from the House of Assembly and read a firsput necessarily amends both the Workers Rehabilitation and

time. Compensation Act and the WorkCover Corporation Act.
The Hon. R.I. LUCAS (Treasurer): | move: Although other issues in relation to the WorkCover Scheme are
P o ' under consideration by the Government and are likely to lead to a
That this Bill be now read a second time. further amendment bill in the future, it is considered important to

| seek leave to have the second reading explanation arnféal with this one amendment now so that the highly successful SME
detailed explanation of clauses insertedHemsardwithout ~ scheme can operate as intended.

my reading it. I commend the Bill tc|> the _Hous%e(.:I
Explanation of Clauses
Leave granted. Clause 1: Short title

The 1993 Liberal Worker Safety Policy documentindicated that  Clause 2: Commencement
a Liberal Government would establish a new category of employer Clause 3: Insertion of s. 59A—Self managed employers
under the WorkCover Scheme, to be known as ‘Self Managed'he new section establishes a scheme for registration of self
Employers’ or ‘'SMEs’ who would be responsible for the manage-managed employers. The Corporation must be satisfied that the
ment of claims made by their workers. employer has adequate resources to manage claims made by the
The legislative amendments subsequently introduced into themployer’s workers and that registration is otherwise appropriate.
Parliament in early 1994 included the proposed changes necessakyist of factors to be considered is set out in the provision.
to establish the SME category. There were some concerns expressedA registered self managed employer will enter into a contract or
as to how the scheme would work and the legislation was consesrrangement with WorkCover in relation to the management of
quently amended in the Legislative Council to allow the SMEclaims. If that contract or arrangement is breached the employer’s
Scheme to be established on only a ‘Pilot’ basis, with no more tharegistration may be revoked.
twenty employers allowed to participate. Clause 4: Substitution of s. 62—Applications
The legislative changes commenced in July 1994 and the SMEhis clause substitutes section 62 which currently sets out the
Scheme commenced operation in October 1994 with an initial grouprocedure for making an application to be registered as an exempt
of nine employers followed by a further eleven in January 1995employer. The new section extends to applications for registration
making twenty enthusiastic employers prepared to take on thas a self managed employer.
management of claims made by their employees. For the initial three Clause 5: Amendment of s. 67—Adjustment of levy in relation to
month period there was no levy reduction for the employers whandividual employers
participated, and then a 4.4 per cent levy discount was provided. THEhe amendment expressly contemplates a reduction in levy for a self
motivation for the employers was that rewards would be achievedhanaged employer.
through better claims management and earlier return to work, which  Clause 6: Amendment of WorkCover Corporation Act 1994
of itself would generate cost savings and other intangible benefits fddew section 14(4) contemplates contracts or arrangements with self
the employers and their workforce. managed employers. Currently the section only contemplates such
The Scheme has operated very successfully. A formal review wagrrangements on a trial basis.
conducted by the Board of WorkCover in December 1996 and as a
result of the favourable assessment, the Board recommended the The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS secured the adjournment of
establishment of the category as an ongoing option for employerspa depate
The proposal was also referred to the Ministerial Advisory '
Committee on Workers Rehabilitation and Compensation for
consideration. The Committee unanimously endorsed the proposal ADJOURNMENT
to establish the SME as an ongoing feature of the Scheme. ) ) .
Another encouraging endorsement of the Scheme is the fact that At 12.47 a.m. the Council adjourned until Thursday

other States have adopted the concept in varying forms ang6 February at 2.15 p.m.



