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for any member to respond to any interjections, Hadsard
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL will record an interjection only if the honourable member

who has the call to speak elects to respond. In this instance
Thursday 29 October 1998 I can only surmise that the Hon. Mr Crothers must have taken
. . extreme exception to the interjection from the Hon. Ron
The PRESIDENT (Hon. J.C. Irwin) took the Chair at Roberts, becauséiansard has recorded the following
2.15 p.m. and read prayers. exchange:
PAPER TABLED The Hon. R.R. Roberts interjecting:

The Hon. T. CROTHERS: You have been brought up in Port

. . . ) p
The following paper was laid on the table: Pml?/ieDn?b)é?g Itr?t'ggetzgr:gad had any effect on you

By the Minister for Transport and Urban Planning (Hon.  The Hon. T. CROTHERS: Ask a silly question and you get a
Diana Laidlaw)— silly response.

; o X Members interjecting:
Medical Board of South Australia—Report, 1997-98. The Hon, T. CROTHERS: | know you lived in Port Pirie for

a long time. You must have done—you reflect it.
From this graphic exchange between ALP members opposite,

The Hon. R.I. LUCAS (Treasurer): | seek leave to table it is clear that the Hon. Mr Crothers was reflecting on the
a copy of a ministerial statement made in another place toddyon. Ron Roberts alone and no-one else. Reference to

ASSET SALE

by the Premier on the subject of WorkCover. Hansard also confirms that my reply focused on the
Leave granted. Hon. Ron Roberts alone—no-one else—and certainly not the
people of Port Pirie, as | was accused yesterday. Today |
EDUCATION AND CHILDREN'S SERVICES simply take the opportunity to set the record straight and to
LEGISLATION register my objection that the Hon. Ron Roberts would distort

my reply as a reflection on the people of Port Pirie. Such a
The Hon. R.l. LUCAS (Treasurer): | seek leave to table distortion is unfair—a cheap political sideshow which has no
a copy of a ministerial statement made in another place by theasis in fact.
Minister for Education, Children’s Services and Trainingon Reference tdHansardwill now also show that, if the
the subject of the legislative review of the Education Act andHon. Ron Roberts wanted to take issue with any of the

the Children’s Services Act. comments made in this Chamber on Tuesday, his odium
Leave granted. should have been directed at the Hon. Trevor Crothers. No
wonder the Hon. Ron Roberts has lost the confidence of his

PORT PIRIE Labor colleagues and today sits on the back bench, no longer

o Deputy Leader of the ALP in this place.
The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW (Minister for Transport

and Urban Planning): | seek leave to make a statement on LOCAL GOVERNMENT REVIEW
the subject of Port Pirie.
Leave granted. The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW (Minister for Transport

The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: In this place yesterday, and Urban Planning): | seek leave to table a ministerial
the Hon. Ron Roberts used five minutes of the 35 minutestatement delivered this day by the Hon. Mark Brindal on the
that we set aside each Wednesday of sitting to grieve abosatibject of the Local Government Review.

Port Pirie. | endorse the honourable member's comments The Hon. L.H. Davis: There’s a new street in Port Pirie
about the major contribution that the City of Port Pirie andcalled Ron Roberts Walk.

the Pasminco lead smelter (the largest in the world) makes to The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: Ron Roberts what?

the economic development of South Australia. | also endorse The Hon. L.H. Davis: Ron Roberts Walk.

his comments about the friendly nature of the people of Port The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: Well named!

Pirie. Indeed, | had the pleasure just one week ago to spend The PRESIDENT: Order! Leave is granted.

2% days in Port Pirie, and during that time | had the oppor- |eave granted.

tunity to meet at the local supermarket a host of people

associated with the local council, regional development, MINISTER'S STATEMENT

industry, commerce, tourism, transport and the arts.

Perhaps it is the fact that in each instance my contacts in The Hon. T. CROTHERS: | seek leave to make a
Port Pirie were positive and full of goodwill that has driven personal explanation.
the Hon. Ron Roberts to lose his sense of perspective. Leave granted.

Certainly, it is clear from his Matter of Interest speech The Hon. T. CROTHERS: The Minister has just referred
yesterday that the Hon. Ron Roberts has developed a thidk her contribution to putting the record straight. She had to
skin during the parliamentary break—a sensitivity for whichget on her feet to put the record straight the other day—the
he is not usually renowned. It is equally clear that theday to which she referred—and let me now put the record
Hon. Ron Roberts has not lost any of his colourful capacitystraight for her by way of this personal explanation.

to distort the facts. The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Do you want theHansard?

Yesterday the Hon. Ron Roberts based his defence of Port The Hon. T. CROTHERS: | don’t need it: | have a very
Pirie on remarks that he claimed | made on Tuesday igood memory. My second response was in fact to an
answer to a question from his Labor colleague, thenterjection from the Hon. Robert Redford.

Hon. Trevor Crothers, about heavy metal discharge. Earlyin  Members interjecting:
the explanation to his question the Hon. Ron Roberts The PRESIDENT: Order! The Hon. Mr Crothers, there
interjected. As all of us in this place know, there is no needs no member in here called the Hon. Robert Redford.



62 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL Thursday 29 October 1998

The Hon. T. CROTHERS: Sorry; | was acting a bit. The Hon. Mr Angus Redford stated? Please state how you have

Hon. Angus Redford— been misrepresented.
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: That's not what thédansard The Hon. T. CROTHERS: | have been misrepresented

says. by the last speaker, because part of what he said is not true.
The Hon. T. CROTHERS: The Hansard doesn’t say Leave granted.

what you said. The Hon. T. CROTHERS: The Hon. Angus Redford
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Yes, it does. said clearly in his statement (this must have been his legal
The Hon. T. CROTHERS: No, it doesn’t— mind at work, God help us!) that it had to be the Hon. Ron
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw interjecting: Roberts | was referring to because he is the only one who
The Hon. T. CROTHERS: | don't care— lived in Port Pirie for some time in his life. Let me tell the

The PRESIDENT: Order! The Hon. Mr Crothers has Council that he has lived in Port Pirie for almost all his life.

asked to make a personal explanation. Will he stick to it? ~ The Hon. A.J. Redford: That's what | said. ,
The Hon. T. CROTHERS: Whatever the Minister might 1€ Hon. T. CROTHERS: The Hon. Mr Redford did not

deem to read intHansard my response to the second S& thatHansardwill record what he said. He was trying to
interjection was directed to the interjection of the Hon. Angus/S€ his so-called barrister's trained mind of evidentiary logic
Redford. | am sorry that by way of personal explanation I'? Pin something on me which is not true. | am the only one
have once again had to get up to correct the Minister's wron{/© knows to whom I directed my second comment and it
statement. This is the second time in two days that she h&4@S o the Hon. Mr Redford.

been in error about the same subject matter. The other day she

named the Hon. T. Roberts, and not the Hon. Ron Roberts, QU ESTION TIME
and had to make a personal explanation to correct that. Let
me correct it again for her today: my second response was to AUSTRALIAN DANCE THEATRE

the Hon. Angus Redford.
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Well, that's not what the The Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES: Just for the record, |

Hansardsays. have never lived in Port Pirie, either.
The Hon. T. CROTHERS: The Hansard doesn’t say Members interjecting: .
what you said it did. The PRESIDENT: Order! If the honourable member is
The PRESIDENT: Order! The honourable member will Not going to seek leave to make an explanation, she should
resume his seat; he has concluded his explanation. resume her seat.

Members interjecting:
The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: | seek leave to make a  The PRESIDENT: | have not heard it.
personal explanation. The Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES: |seek leave to make
Leave granted. a brief explanation before asking the Minister for the Arts a
The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: | assume that when the Hon. auestion regarding the Meryl Tankard Australian Dance

Trevor Crothers was referring to the Hon. Robert Redford hd heatre.

was referring to me. In some respects it is a little trite to be  Leave granted. _ o
critical of a Minister who gets Christian names right or ~ The Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES: I refer the Minister to

wrong. As to the personal explanation | wish to make, theélocuments received by me in response to a freedom of

Hansardreport is as follows: information request. Whilst there are a number of interesting
The Hon. T. CROTHERS: You have been brought up in Port documents and also a number of documents that are just as
Pirie. Do you think the lead had any effect on you? interesting because they have not been forwarded under FOI
Members interjecting: but are in my possession, | refer to a letter sent by Justice
_ The Hon. T. CROTHERS: Ask a silly question and you geta Margaret Nyland, the Chairperson of the board, to the
silly response. Minister dated 14 May 1998, as follows:

The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting:

Members interjecting:

The Hon. T. CROTHERS: | know you lived in Port Pirie for
a long time. You must have done—you reflect it.

If the Hon. Trevor Crothers seeks to charigansardto

| acknowledge receipt of your letter dated 1 May 1998. The board
understands your concerns and appreciates your interest in this
matter. Before addressing the specific matters raised by you, | make
by way of background some general comments.

It is therefore clear that Justice Nyland’s letter responds to

|n(_j|c§]E_e thﬁ] he was rels_po d”.d";g toPr_n_e, [l_?]ffer tlh's eXptl)anl'ssues raised by the Minister. Apart from background points,
ation: first, | have never lived in Port Pirie. The only member,pe |etier Jists a number of headings, which are: current

gs Luntderlsrt]and i, V‘f[ho has lived Iin fPort F;rig[i;the Ht%n. RO o htractual obligations; the ownership of the works; and the
oberts. 1 have met many people from Fort FIN€—tney arqq,mnany's ongoing ability to meet objectives and targets set

wonderful people and | would be proud if | had come from ; ;
. . ) out in the draft performance agreement. Of particular
Port Pirie, but that is not the cadéansardstates: significance is point 6 which states:

I know you lived in Port Pirie for a long time. At the board meeting held on 12 May 1998, the board, although
That does fit the Hon. Ron Roberts and it does not fit me. $till wishing to achieve an amicable solution, considered it essential

i i ; to expedite the resolution of this issue. The European tour concludes
think the Hon. Trevor Crothers is trying to rewritiansard with its last performance on 28 May 1998. The board therefore

and that IS an appalling reflection on tHansardstaff who resolved that unless some progress was made in the near future that
work so diligently to get the record correct. formal notice of the board's intention to terminate the contract
should be given to the Artistic Director at the end of the tour, that s,
The Hon. T. CROTHERS: Mr President, | seek leave to on or about 1 June 1998. )
make a personal explanation. I mention these various matters as the responses to your queries
SRR . are to some extent contingent upon what happens in the next two
The PRESIDENT: This is not the time or place to debate \yeeks. At present, however, it is likely that a formal termination

the matter. Do you claim to be misrepresented by what theotice will be given to the Artistic Director on 1 June 1998.
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About one month later, on 17 June 1998, and later on 2 July, CORPORATE CREDIT CARDS
the Minister advised the Parliament very differently. She
stated: The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: | seek leave to make a brief

Her statement that she has been given marching orders and iiplanation before asking the Treasurer a question about
she has been sacked is falseShe has not been given her marching Corporate credit cards.
orders, nor has she been sacked. Leave granted.
The letter states further: The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: In his recent report, the

A proposal for substantial restructuring was sent to TimAuditor-GeneraI directs a warning at the Treasury department
O'Loughiin on 6 March 1998. He has subsequently confirmecPVer security issues related to the use of corporate credit

receipt and has advised he will respond at the appropriate time. cards on the Internet. Specifically, he is concerned that there

is no formal policy on such use of corporate credit cards. At

This suggests that the Minister's departmental head knew @, e 1028 of Volume 3 of his report, the Auditor-General
least a month before the Minister claims she was first advis arned:

of the situation at the ADT. My questions to the Minister are .
follows: The use of State Government corporate credit cards over the
as T o . ) Internet clearly presented security issues for agencies in that outside
1. Why did the Minister advise the Parliament on twousers may be able to gain unauthorised access and use Government
separate occasions of facts that are very clearly contradictég@rporate credit cards.
by the Minister’s own Chairperson, Justice Margaret Nyland, The Hon. L.H. Davis interjecting:
and will she supply a copy of the letter she sent to Justice The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: Yes, it could do. That's why
Nyland on 1 May 19987 | don't do it. Is the Treasurer aware of any incidence of
2. Did Mr Tim O’Loughlin or any other member of the corporate credit cards being used in this way, and what
Minister's staff brief the Minister verbally or in writing or  specific action does the Treasurer intend to take to ensure that
provide her with a copy of Justice Nyland’s proposal forthis security risk is averted?
substantial restructuring, and will the Minister authorise the The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: As with all issues raised by the

release of such a proposal? Auditor-General, the Government will certainly give this
3. Do the documents released under FOI represent tHgSue proper consideration. | am not personally aware of any
total number of documents available? examples of Government credit cards being used, although

The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW:  In response to the third in either the Auditor-General’s Report or in the discussions

question, the honourable member knows that that is not sﬁ,had with Treasury officers yesterday there was an indica-

because | advised her by letter that 10 documents had nBpn: ©F @ belief, that there might have been one such example

been released. These documents, as the honourable membEP"® Government department_somewhere. | am not aware
has already been advised but did not choose to say in th the circumstances of that particular case, and | would have

place, relate to a board membecisrriculum vitae a letter  ‘© sehek further ietails. L difficult i had
from the Minister to the board about appointment issues, | N€ 1SSué of security is a difficult issue. We had a
which simply clarifies who was appointed to the board andjlsc_us_s_,lon _about ityesterday W'th Treasury officers. | be_lleve
for what term; a letter from the Meryl Tankard Australian the initial view from Treasury is that because the Auditor-
Dance Theatre to Arts SA re strategic planning issues, whicff€neral has raised this issue we ought to perhaps amend
includes reference to a third party—it is because of that '€asury instructions to make it clear, if it is not, that this
reference to a third party that the letter was not released; argjrould notbe allowed and that, indeed, may well be the final

minutes of four of the company’s board meetings whichesult. We certainly will consider the Auditor-General’s
include budget material. recommendations. But in the course of the discussions that

. | had yesterday, one of the immediate questions | had was
S0, | put on the record the advice that the honourablg, oy it ihe Government is trying to encourage e-commerce

vrchT(?Ere gﬁa?gfﬁgty rreeczgrlgiend 'Fhreeigt'ﬂgéffrg:z ?@tﬁ;ﬁgg being a Government and a State trying to encourage greater
. reg 9 q se of information technology in business) would such a

able member to Arts SA, 26 documents were identified an roposition be a sensible amendment to Treasury instructions

g'nzeﬁflfhno?ea dr(;aguunizzttcs) Tvg}ezfo?v?/;l:(;g%ng \évéarre identifie or not? We did not have a significar_\t length of timt_a to discu_ss
; i i . just this issue, as we were discussing a range of issues raised

Regarding the explanation and the first question, | havgy the Auditor-General and so it is only an initial view at this
advised this place several times that Meryl Tankard has NeVRtage, but the initial view of Treasury officers was that, if the
been sacked—and that is true. She still works with they,gitor-General is seeking this, perhaps we ought to amend
company and is engaged until the end of the term of hefihe Treasury instructions to ensure that it does not oceur.
revised contract which all parties have signed—and that is | have asked that we at least consider the implications of
April. As Artistic Director she takes the company to Japang,ch a move. As is the case in relation to the use of normal
next year. credit cards, if you go to a merchant to purchase something

The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting: with a Government credit card and you leave a carbon copy

The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: Well, the contract has of it there and someone steals your carbon copy, the sorts of
been revised and all parties have signed the terms. She is stdsues about which the Auditor-General is concerned, |
an employee of the company. The first advice that | receiveduppose, in terms of security for purchasing could equally be
in relation to the unanimous decision of the board to revis@lirected at that use of credit by a Government officer sensibly
that contract—and, as the Chairman said in the letter to whichurchasing Government goods and services using the
the honourable member referred, it was the board’s view &bovernment corporate credit card.
that time that there would be an amicable solution to this There are other examples that could be contemplated. |
issue—was on 1 April, at a meeting with the Chair (the Honbelieve that people use their own credit card these days to pay
Justice Nyland). a range of bills by quoting their credit card number over the
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telephone. Again, you could think of circumstances wherenother level, but the Aboriginal people concerned raised the
that arrangement might not be entirely secure, either. | knowssue in relation to the potential for the future use of the
that in some agencies Governments are encouraging paymesgrries of the nitre bush for cultivation, or at least exploit-
of accounts. My colleague the Minister for Transport mightation, by them for commercial purposes. We are always
be able to help me here, but | think that in Registration andooking for jobs in regional areas. | have spoken quite
Licensing consumers are already able to pay some bills vieegularly in this place about using more of our native flora

the Internet. not only to provide safe habitats in the wild but to provide
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Registration, yes; notdrivers’ protection and perhaps exploitation in a commercial sense to
licences because of the need for the photograph. provide job opportunities for Aboriginal people, particularly
The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: So, registration via the Internet in those northern regions.
already. | think SA Water is advertising— The Hon. T. Crothers interjecting:
The Hon. L.H. Davis: And many of the banks have The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: Not the way Question Time
Internet transactions. has gone today. Will the Minister for State Development

The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: Yes. A number of agencies are consult with the Aboriginal people in this State, particularly
encouraging the use of the Internet for the payment oin the northern regions, to identify the potential for commer-

accounts and therefore— cial growing of native vegetation such as the nitre bush in
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Itis really in response to alot regional areas? Will the Government consider appointing an
of customer demand. appropriate Aboriginal person to the Native Vegetation Unit

The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: Yes, a lot of customers are so thatthese issues can be discussed with Aboriginal people
demanding easier access to these sorts of services. As alwalpsfore any of those clearance measures take place?
we are mindful of what the Auditor-General says. But, as| The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: | will refer the honourable
said yesterday, it is not always the case that we will alwaysnember’s question to the Minister and bring back a reply.
agree with what the Auditor-General recommends. | do not
seek to make a political point out of this. It is an important ROADS, COUNTRY
issue that he has raised. We need to make sure that we are not ]
opening up a huge new area where abuse could occur through The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: | seek leave to make a brief
lack of security; but, equally, we have to be cautious that we€Xplanation before asking the Minister for Transport a
do not throw the baby out with the bathwater, that we do nogluestion about the state of country roads in South Australia.
prevent a whole range of sensible developments through a Leave granted.
pre-emptive action in relation to an amendment to our The Hon.A.J. REDFORD: Yesterday, on 5AN,
Treasurer's instructions that go out to agencies. Mr John Fotheringham of the RAA claimed on ABC radio
The answer to the honourable member’s question is thdbat the condition of some roads in country South Australia
we will give it serious consideration. We have alreadycould reach a crisis point unless more Government funding
discussed it and have not concluded a view. | am sure that vieas allocated to upgrade them. He is also reported as saying
will have discussions with the Auditor-General as to how hghat he travelled to Whyalla for a RAA board meeting and he
sees it developing but, as | have sought to indicate, | do ndbdicated that some roads were no longer able to cope with
think it is clearly a black and white issue. There are shadethe amount of traffic. Indeed, he went on to say:

of grey about this one. Bearing in mind that, you know, money for roads seems to go
backwards, as | said, many of these roads are getting older and older;
NITRE BUSH unless we start to do it now, then there will come a point where there

is too much work to be done and there will be a crisis problem.

The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: | seek leave to make a brief My questions to the Minister are: what is the Government
explanation before asking the Treasurer, representing thdoing in relation to country roads and, secondly, what levels
Minister for State Development, a question about the nitref expenditure has the Government committed to the
bush. improvement and upgrading of regional roads in South

Leave granted. Australia?

The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: There has been a bit of a  The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: | am very pleased that the
dispute in the northern regions about the role and function diionourable member alerted me to the statements made by
the nitre bush in relation to Aboriginal heritage. The issueMr John Fotheringham, representing the RAA, on ABC radio
was highlighted by some Aboriginal people who had beeryesterday. He made the claim, as the honourable member
collecting berries from the nitre bush in the northern regionsaid, that money for roads is going backwards. That is
for bush tucker. The Native Vegetation Unit has givenblatantly untrue, and perhaps | should seek leave to insert into
permission for one particular station to clear land in theHansarda statistical table confirming my statement.
northern regions and to burn the nitre bush so that the Leave granted.

spinifex which grows in and around the nitre bush can beyg,, National Rural Urban
grazed by sheep or cattle. The Aboriginal people have been Highway Arterial Arterial
collecting berries from the nitre bush for their own purposes.994-95 54.7m 44.0m 60.8m
and, more recently, for bush tucker. | have been told by th995-96 66.7m 58.1m 74.3m
Aboriginal people who contacted me, including Geraldinel996-97 66.2m 57.9m 106.7m

Anderson, who was the subject of an article inAvertiser The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: The figures for 1997-98
on 16 October about the nitre bush being cleared, that songe not yet available but they are currently being compiled in
artefacts associated with their spiritual life are being disterms of breaking down the categories into national highway,
turbed. rural arterial and urban arterial roads. However, | have the
| do not raise this issue in relation to Aboriginal heritagefigures for 1994-95, 1995-96 and 1996-97, and members will
because | understand that question is being discussed s&e from the table that under ‘national highway’ the Federal
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Government contribution to roads has increased fronperson will have to do a lot of negotiating with companies to
$54.7 million to $66.2 million—hardly a step backwards. Forwin back business to rail from roads.

rural arterial roads, which are a State Government responsi- | acknowledge, and always will, that there will always be
bility, the figure was $44 million in 1994-95 and that rose towork to do on roads. | think it has been an issue for every
$57.9 million in 1996-97. | should point out that that involved Government and every member every time they go to country
a 30 per cent increase between 1994-95 and 1995-96, andhiteas. It does not matter which Government is in power. |
remained about the same last financial year. In terms of urbamould like to say that with this Government the funding has
arterial roads the increase has been from $60.8 million tbeen increased dramatically. | am proud of that. We are doing
$106.7 million. our best in difficult circumstances and the commitment is

I would highlight two things about Mr Fotheringham’s trip certainly there for country and regional areas from this
to Whyalla. Clearly, he had not driven that road for someGovernment in terms of roads.
time or he failed to acknowledge the Federal Government’s The Hon. T.G. CAMERON: | have a supplementary
contribution to the passing lanes between Lochiel and Potjuestion. Could the Minister please advise the House which
Augusta which, | think, the Hon. Ron Roberts, as a result oBtate on mainland Australia has the lowest per capita
his trips to Port Pirie, has acknowledged in this place are apending on its roads?
vast improvement when travelling to and from Port Pirie. The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: | will obtain that
Also, the Federal Government’s funds for the dual highwayinformation for the honourable member.
all the way from Adelaide to Port Wakefield is an excellent  The Hon. T.G. Cameron:| think you will find it is South
contribution. That initiative was started by the Federal Labopystralia.

Government and was completed in recent years. The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: This State had—

So, there has been a lot of investment in those roads to The PRESIDENT: Order, Minister! The question and

Port Pirie around to Whyalla. | think it is regrettable that theanswer have been completed.

RAA does not acknowledge the investment that is being

made to road conditions in South Australia, particularly for POLICE BRANCH, AMALGAMATION
the benefit of people living in rural and regional areas.

In the meantime, the Government has a strategy for The Hon. IAN GILFILLAN: | seek leave to make a brief
sealing rural arterial roads in country areas, and membegxplanation before asking the Minister for Police, Correc-
would acknowledge the sealing of the Burra to Morgan roadional Services and Emergency Services a question in relation
and the work being done on Kimba-Cleve, Lock-Elliston, into amalgamation of the Anti-Corruption Branch and the
the Riverland, in the South-East and in the Mid North. Internal Investigation Branch.

I would highlight, too, that there are problems which |  Leave granted.
acknowledge. If we did not have a whole lot of other projects, The Hon. IAN GILFILLAN: Information given to me
whether it be backlogs in schools or hospitals, or even ifirom several sources, one of which is involved in enterprise
roads, water or power, it would be easy if we had loads obargaining in the Police Department, is that the Police
money but we do not. That is not the fault of this Govern-Department is considering an amalgamation of the Anti-
ment: it is the fault of earlier Governments. If we had theCorruption Branch and the Internal Investigation Branch. |
money, that would be terrific. But, in the meantime— have been told that this is under active consideration as a cost

An honourable member interjecting: cutting measure occasioned by the Government’s $4 million

The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: How could | be when | reduction in this year’s police budget. The Anti-Corruption
have just said that | have increased spending on rural arteriBranch is presently housed independently at Rose Park, away
roads from the days when you were in government fronfrom other police units and branches. Savings in rent would
$44 million to $57.9 million and on urban arterial roads frombe made by collocating it with the Internal Investigations
$60.8 million to $106.7 million? It is hardly rolled over in fat. Branch at Police Headquarters in Flinders Street.

My colleagues would accuse me of getting my way too often. | am concerned, and concern has been expressed to me,
What Labor could not do we are seeking to address. about what this proposed amalgamation would mean for the

I do acknowledge that in the Murray-Mallee area there ifunctions currently performed by these two bodies. Corrup-
a particular problem because neither the Coalition Federdilon does not necessarily involve police internal affairs:
Government nor the earlier Labor Federal Government actegbrruption can occur anywhere in public life. Therefore, the
on aroyal commission on grain handling which recommendAnti-Corruption Branch has a very different role from that of
ed that when any rail line is closed funds should be providethe Internal Investigation Branch. However, the ACB is the
to the local and State Governments in equal proportions tonly body that investigates corruption, including police
upgrade those roads because of extra wear and tear from graiorruption, in South Australia.
trucks during harvest time. That extra money has never come In her review of operations under the Police Complaints
to the State, notwithstanding AN's decision to close grainand Disciplinary Proceedings Act 1985, Iris Stevens received
lines in rural areas. submissions from the public complaining about a ‘lack of

We have, however, this past week finished the standardprofessionalism at times in the investigative procedure’ of
sation of the Pinnaroo-Tailem Bend line; that is a project byhandling police complaints. Indeed, there has long been
ASR, two-thirds funded by the Federal Government and ongaublic concern about police investigating police. Section 13
third funded by the State. That will be open for grain businessf the Police Complaints and Disciplinary Proceedings Act
on standard gauge line from Pinnaroo right through to Outet 985 requires the Internal Investigation Branch to be a
Harbor in the near future. The goal in many cases is to ensufseparate branch’ within the Police Force. Section 15 of the
that, as much as possible, we can get freight onto rail and ofkct prohibits the Internal Investigation Branch staff from
roads. We are certainly doing that with appointment of thanvestigating offences by civilians, yet investigating offences
first ever rail coordinator within Transport SA. That appoint-by civilians is part of the duties of the Anti-Corruption
ment should be made within the next week or so, and tharanch. Therefore, the two cannot be legally combined unless
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the ACB is stripped of its functions to investigate non-policeprogram which will build its audience base without requiring

corruption. Through the Treasurer, | ask the Minister: increasing subsidy from Arts SA, which will focus on
1. Does the Government support the amalgamation of thinancial management and financial sustainability and which
ACB and the 1IB? will make a high level contribution to the artistic and tourism

2. Isitthe Government’s intention to strip the ACB of its benefit in this State.
functions to investigate non-police corruption to facilitate this | believe that the Barossa Music Festival can achieve all
proposed collocation? those outcomes, but to do so it must certainly meet with
3. Does the Government accept that combining the ACBArts SA soon. Hopefully, it will do so with accounts which
and the 11B would reduce the independence of the ACB? have been audited and which would suggest that the festival
4. Would itincrease the ACB's direct accountability and came within budget on this last occasion. Even if the accounts
potential influence from police management located in there not audited, | would still suggest that the Barossa Music
same building? Festival meet with Arts SA rather than delay the matters that
5. If this does go ahead, does the Government consid@re clearly at hand so that the structural, financial, audience
that it is appropriate to set up a new, independent entity tand artistic issues regarding its programming for next year

investigate corruption in South Australia? can be addressed earlier rather than later.
The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: | will refer the honourable
member’s questions to the Minister and bring back a reply. SMITHFIELD LANDFILL SITE
BAROSSA MUSIC FESTIVAL The Hon. CARMEL ZOLLO: | seek leave to make a

brief explanation before asking the Minister for Transport and

The Hon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER: In the light of  Urban Planning a question about planning approval process-
recent speculation, will the Minister for the Arts inform us ases.
to the future of the Barossa Music Festival? Leave granted.

The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: Yes, this is a subject of The Hon. CARMEL ZOLLO: The Northern Adelaide
considerable speculation. | was pleased to attend the festivdlaste Management Authority (NAWMA) has submitted a
on two of the three weekends on which it was held. | wouldproposal to Planning SA for a waste dump near Smithfield.
have attended all three weekends if the Federal election hdde supplementary EIS is currently being considered. In its
not meant that | was in Adelaide rather than having fun in thdRegion Roundumewsletter, NAWMA has stated that the

Barossa. assessment report has been completed, is currently with the
The Hon. T.G. Cameron: That would've been a bit Minister and will be submitted to Cabinet for approval
indulgent, wouldn't it? shortly. NAWMA goes on to quote from the report and print

The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: To stay in Adelaide? extracts which indicate approval for the project. Local
The Hon. T.G. Cameron: No: to have three weekends. residents have contacted Planning SA and have been unable
The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: It would have been a to obtain a copy of the assessment report. My questions to the
little indulgent to attend all three, yes, but the arts are neveMinister are:
indulgence: it is always work. The Barossa Music Festivalis 1. Has the report been completed, and is it with the
generally regarded as having been a great success again thigister?
year. | certainly am aware that Arts SA is initiating a meeting 2. Is it normal practice for Planning SA to release a copy
with the festival management and has asked for such af the assessment report to the proponents of a project before
meeting to be held soon. Arts SA initially thought that suchit is publicly available?
a meeting should be held after the accounts were in and 3. If the report or part of the report is released prior to the
audited, but it has taken the initiative to call the meeting evepublic release, are the proponents permitted to publish
before that time to start discussions to examine how theelected extracts from that report?
festival can continue on a sustainable financial and artistic 4. Will Planning SA release the assessment report to other
basis with benefit to tourism in the longer term. | am alsogroups that have made submissions to the EIS?
very keen to see the festival management build its audience The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW:  As the proponent,
base through its program and marketing, and to achieve aNAWMA did receive a draft or interim copy for last minute
that without increasing amounts of subsidy from Arts SA. comment. | understand that is standard practice and not for
I should point out that the general view expressed to mgeneral distribution at that stage, because the assessment
by many people who have attended all Barossa festivals wasport has not been completed. | have written to the Chair of
that it would be better to hold it on two weekends and theNAWMA, Mr Ron Watts, taking extreme exception to the
intervening week rather than three weekends, but this is statements in that newsletter, | think made on behalf of
matter for discussion. Certainly, the Barossa Music FestivaNNAWMA by the General Manager, Mr King.
as a legally constituted incorporated association, will The Hon. Carmel Zollo interjecting:
ultimately have to make those management decisions. The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: | think that is the case.
The Barossa Music Festival has had well publicised have written to the Chairman expressing the fact that | take
financial difficulties, with considerable budget overrunsextreme exception to the statements made. They are troubling
occurring in the 1996 and 1997 festivals. It has done sdo the constituents to whom the honourable member refers,
despite Arts SA, on behalf of the Government, doubling thébecause they have a big interest in the outcome. For them to
Arts SA contribution to the Barossa Music Festival over thebe fed wrong information, as they have been on this occasion,
past three years. | point out that no other arts organisation iparticularly by the proponent, is offensive in my view. | hope
this State has enjoyed such an increase—a doubling—in itsdoes not jeopardise the outcome for the project. However,
operating grant. So, that is an important consideration whehwould say that the assessment report has not been com-
I make the statement that, in looking at the future of thepleted. Also, | highlight that, as it has not been completed, it
Barossa Music Festival, | am looking at arts investment in daas not been received by me. There is no basis to the
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statements in the newsletter and | am pleased the honouralsfember has not chosen to refer to that successful initiative
member has raised the question so that in this place | can phby the Government and the Federal Government.

the facts on the record. Also, | have released for public discussion the PAR in
relation to Chandlers Hill and that certainly makes provision
PUBLIC OPEN SPACE for eight hectares of open space, native vegetation in that

area. | would not necessarily expect that to be applauded by
The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: | seek leave to make an the honourable member either, but that is a fact. As part of
explanation before asking the Minister for Transport andhe Government's regeneration initiatives there will be a
Urban Planning a question about public open space. green paper on the subject, a commitment to open space, and
Leave granted. I look forward to outlining those initiatives in the next few
The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: The State Government has months.
been under fire from local communities on a number of The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: Idesire to ask a supplemen-
occasions in relation to the sell off of local urban open spacdary question. In light of the Minister's comment about a
The Guardian Messengemewspaper published a series of green paper, would she consider a moratorium on further
articles in September about the threat to our public operales of open space until that paper is discussed?
spaces from million dollar price tags which have been placed The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: 1 did not say there was
on former school land by the State Government. Suburbaa green paper on open space: | said it was on urban regenera-
councils say they cannot afford the high prices being asketion. There will be initiatives in relation to open space.
by the Government for the surplus land to be maintained as
ovals, parks and reserves. The $1.3 million set aside by the GAMBLING, ELECTRONIC
State Government to help 31 councils buy land for open space R
is farcical when you look at the price tags on land such as the The Hon. NICK XENOPHON: My question is directed
$3.5 million Mawson High School oval site. | understand thatt© the Treasurer as Leader of the Government in this Council.
Holdfast Bay council has been forced to sell off other block€can the Treasurer guarantee that all members of this Govern-
of land to buy the Mawson High site. My questions to thement in this Council and the other place will have an
Minister are: unfettered conscience vote on the Government’s proposed

1. Does the State Government have an honest commitatroduction of legislation with respect to gambling offered
ment to retention of urban open space? by the Internet or any other telecommunication means?

2. If so, what will the Government do to ensure its surplus, 1 "€ Hl;n' Rl LbUC,:AIS: Wle would E]? cri]erllightt()ad to s;ee the g
open space is sufficiently affordable for local councils (manjwnoura e members legislation, which has been oft toute

argue that they should not have to buy local space thdP! @S long as the honourable member has been in this
already exists)? arliament, for 12 or 14 months or so. Ifit is a matter of you

3. Will councils continue to be forced to sell other land skl]”nov:lme youtr)? and Tl thw 3|/ou_ nlun_e. W(wre waiting to sele
to buy these open space plots? the honourable member’s egls,atlon.. e are anxiously
The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW:  If the council wants to awaiting the hqnourable members !eglslatlon in relation to
buy the land, it will make a decision in its interests; it will not gaming m_achlnes. Speaking seriously, thg hqnourable
be a matter E)f a council being forced to sell Iand’They ma member will be aware that there are some significant and
wish to pay for it some other way. It is the council;s deCision‘feasonable concerns about the delay or possible delay that has
; been mooted by the honourable member in relation to his own

%nds'tt'sj[ nc()at f(\)/r mtranton[[néerfer(raﬁ I-ll(owevea, tggrrt]itlnm'? to t|rr|1ie legislation. Certainly, itis in the best interests that as soon as
he Staté Lovernment does make a co ution o applicgrjq possible the Parliament be in a position to resolve its
tions from councils for open space and the $1.5 million—it osition on the honourable member’s legislation

Contibutcs for ths purbose acually comes from levies on _ " felaion to the Governments proposed fegislation, o
development. | have recently announced and can provideq am not in a position to give that undertaking. Itis a decision
the honouraﬁle member or table— ﬂat the Premier and the Government will take at the appro-
TS priate time. | can say that it has generally been the practice
The Hon. M.J. Elliott interjecting: on gambling matters that the members of the Liberal Party

The PRESIDENT: Order! _ o have been given a conscience vote on those issues.
The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: Not while | was Minister. Members interjecting:

Is that the accusation? The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: It is a bit like the Democrats.
The Hon. M.J. Elliott: | didn’t say that. The Hon. L.H. Davis interjecting:

The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW:  No, | do not think you The Hon. R.l. LUCAS: Exactly. They are the ones who
should. That has not been the case while | have been Minisote with their consciences and there has not been such an
ter. occasion in five years: there was an administrative procedural

The Hon. L.H. Davis interjecting: matter in the past five years of this Government where one

The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: Yes, he does tend to have Democrat voted according to his or her conscience differently
along memory but, notwithstanding changes of practice, héfom the collective Party view.
does not give credit where there is a change of practice with  Members interjecting:

a change of Minister. It is not an issue with me. We have The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: Do not talk to me about con-
changed practices in the department. | have issued the list 8€ience votes. The Democrats are the ones who beat their
eligible or successful applications and | will provide the chests and say, ‘We are the only Party not bound by a Party
honourable member with that list. | highlight that the vote.

Government has just been involved with the Federal Govern- The Hon. M.J. Elliott: Absolutely.

ment, in terms of open space, with a major initiative interms  The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: ‘Absolutely’, says the

of Glenthorne in the southern area. Of course, the honourabléon. Mr Elliott. They say, ‘We are the only Party not bound
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by a conscience vote on any issue’, yet slavishly on every 2. More importantly, where did the drums on this site
issue they vote according to whatever their spokesperson sagsme from, what do they contain, why were they put there,
on every issue. So, | think the Hon. Mr Elliott leads with his and, finally, who dropped these drums of unknown product
chin on this issue. into Gulf St Vincent?

I return to the honourable member’s question and indicate The Hon. R.l. LUCAS: | will refer the honourable
that the practice generally has been that in respect of ganmember’s questions to the Minister and bring back a reply.
bling issues members of the Liberal Party are entitled to a
conscience vote. That would be my expectation when the JULIA FARR SERVICES
Government Party room has an o_pportun_it_y to see the | reply toHon. J.F. STEFANI (20 August).
legislation, but at this stage | am not in a position to give an  The Hon. R.D. LAWSON: In addition to the answer given on
undertaking. The Premier and the Government—ultimatel0 August 1998, the following information is furnished:
the Party room—will decide whether or not a piece of 1. 139 workers compensation claims were lodged during the

legislation is deemed to have a conscience vote. period 1 July 1997 to 30 June 1998.
2. The total cost in the 1997-98 financial year was $2 388 520
made up of:
SEABED POLLUTION Income Maintenance $566 950
. Medical/other expenses $629 174
The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS: I seek leave to make a brief Levy P $66 039
explanation before asking the Treasurer, representing the Lump Sum payments $1 126 357

Minister for Primary Industries, Natural Resources and 3. Payments made to the Independent Medical Examination

Regional Developm i jonCentre in the 1997-98 financial year for medical examinations,
eﬁeoavae greaneteodp ent, a question about seabed pOlluuonreports and associated costs was $1 319. The total cost of inde-

pendent medical examinations, reports and associated costs made to
The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS:Some 2% years ago, alease all providers was $10 357.

was provided to an oil company to operate an oil rig drilling 4. The total amount paid in relation to legal services for the

system, known as thdaersk Victoryin Gulf St Vincent. We 1997-98 financial year was $99 543. Within this cost an amount of
! : - : S $79 534 was paid for representation for Julia Farr Services, the
all welcome new industries and their exploration in Soutrbalance being costs Julia Farr Services paid for wotkers repre-

Australia but it is now history that this was somewhat of agentation.

disaster because the rig collapsed. Three pylons became

lodged in the seabed of Gulf St Vincent. | understand that two EDUCATION CUTS

of those pylons were completely removed by physically

pulling them out of the seabed and that this had the effect of The Hon. T.G. CAMERON: | seek leave to make a brief
raising the seabed and creating mounds. The third pylon waxplanation before asking the Treasurer, representing the
lodged too firmly, and after consideration by Marine andMinister for Education, Children’s Services and Training, a
Harbors, Environment and PIRSA, it was decided that the leguestion about further cuts to education.

should be cut off one metre below the seabed. Leave granted.

Unfortunately, because the level of the seabed had been The Hon. T.G. CAMERON: A number of articles have
raised, they cut off the leg and after a couple of storms thappeared in the media this week which raise serious concerns
seabed subsided to its normal position. | am now advised thabout this State’s public education system. The Minister for
there is an obstacle at the bottom of Gulf St Vincent whichEducation, Children’s Services and Training
is affecting the operations of fishermen in that region. | alsdHon. M.R. Buckby) stated that the Government’s offer to
understand that PIRSA has declared this area as foul groungiachers maintained the $28 million flexible staffing initia-

This has caused a great deal of consternation and a lot ifes for a further four years. However, the offer is contingent
discussion between three departments: Mining, Fisheries angbon teachers accepting even further cuts to education over
Environment. | understand that the Environment departmerihe next three years.
wants the obstacle removed, Fisheries recommends that it be Since this Government has been in office, the State public
removed, and Mining does not want to upset the miningeducation system has slowly been dismantled. Well over
companies. That is something for them to discuss betwee$600 million has been stripped from education since 1994.
themselves. Retention rates have fallen from 92 per cent in 1993 to below

The problem that we have is that after investigation we50 per cent in 1998, the lowest in the nation. Many families
found that there were a number of barrels at the bottom of thism the community have lost faith in quality public education
gulf in the same area. | am advised that an investigation ifor their children. Families who can afford it are reluctantly
taking place in respect of thdaersk Victoryand that the withdrawing their kids from the public system at an alarming
drums are not from th®laersk Victoryand that any subse- rate. As a consequence, families are increasingly bearing the
guent disposal would be the Government’s responsibility. burden and struggling to pay private school fees due to the
do not know whether this site has become a dumping groundgevolution of responsibility by this Government.
but | am advised by my constituents that there are grave | understand that the Government is in the process of
concerns about this site. negotiating a new pay deal for teachers. | commend the

Itis alleged that this site is not being cleaned up becaus@overnment for its foresight in recognising the important role
it would be uneconomic to do so. It has been put to me thahat teachers play in the reproduction of our society. Teachers
it would be a sad state of affairs if waste products fromare playing an extremely important role in developing the
mining and drilling operations are to be left in the oceanfuture of our society—our children. However, to tie their
because it is too expensive to pick them up. My questions arevages and conditions to budget cuts for the next three years

1. Does the attitude that is being exhibited mean that this outrageous and will undermine any positive outcomes that
hazards created in the marine environment, despite the leas&y be achieved for our students.
stipulations that the site must be left in the form in which it | could understand if the Government was seeking
was found, only have to be moved if it can be done cheaplyproductivity increases to trade off against pay increases, but
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it seems to me that we are asking teachers to agree to budget AQUACULTURE COMMITTEE

cuts, that is, a downgrading of the quality of education, as a

trade-off for a wage rise. This is a contemptible and invidious The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: My question is directed to
situation in which to place teachers. A teacher’s primarythe Minister for Transport and Urban Planning. Will she
concern should be the welfare of our children and the pursuitonfirm that the Aquaculture Committee of the Development
of excellence in our education system. Assessment Commission has been disbanded and, if so, will

As a father with children at school who can afford to placeshe say why the committee has been scrapped, how aquacul-
his children in a private school, | still remain committed to ture proposals are currently being assessed and whether there
the public school system but with growing misgivings. | amhave been any delays in the development approval process as
dismayed by the Education Minister's approach to this? consequence of that decision?
matter. My questions are: The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: | can confirm that the

1. Will the Minister guarantee that the $28 million committee has been disbanded. It made that decision because

allocated for flexible staffing initiatives will be maintained of some membership issues. | will obtain more details in
regardless of the outcome of the teachers’ wage and con d_iggjsg;éhe l:r:yew gxéng?hrgengev\\/lgllggn?:x? Cirégg]slzrggﬁtn
tions negotiations; and, if not, why not? e i L )
2 W%at incentives is the Mini:ter offering to guaranteecommI-SSIOH_and it will be that commission that will be
that .country schools attract and retain teachers? assessing th(_a (_ievelopment applications in the _future a_nd
o . : seeking specialist knowledge as and when required. | will
3. Considering that the Premier has called for Southyrgvide further information for the honourable member as
Australia to be the information technology State or thesoon as possible.
education State, how will the continuing onslaught of cuts to
education funding support his vision for South Australia? DAWESLEY CREEK

4, F|Qally, given the |mpenQ|ng prece'dent of. I|_nk|ng In reply toHon. M.J. ELLIOTT (13 August).
teachers’ pay increases to funding cuts, V\{I|| the Minister in - Tne'Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: The Minister for Environment
future ensure that members of Parliament’s salary increas@gsd Heritage has provided the following information.
are similarly linked to reducing this State’s debt or unemploy- Mining commenced at Brukunga in 1952, and the mine was
ment levels in South Australia? closed in 1972, with maintenance continuing for another one to
. . two years. The Government assumed responsibility for the mine in
The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: Inresponse to the latter question, 1976, under the authority of the then Minister for Mines and Energy,
that would be very interesting. We might get the vote througiHon. D.J. Hopgood. At the time, the Government was paid $75 000
on ETSA and Optima, because there might be an incentivey the companies concerned in full and final settlement and in so
for members in this Chamber if they want a pay rise to dgi©ing discharged any future obligations.

; : ) The approximate cost to Government as a result of the pollution
something about the reduction of the State's debt. Thﬁroblems at the mine is approximately $600 000 per annum.

hOﬂOUI'ab|e member haS I’alsed an interesting nOtion. | W|” see Recent ana|ysis undertaken as part of a water quahty monitoring
whether we can explore it further. program, at the Old Mount Barker mine site showed that heavy metal

I will refer the honourable member's remaining questionsconcentrations, in particular cadmium, were above national

L . uidelines.
to the Minister and bring back a reply. | suspect that as paﬂ Based on this information the EPA requested PIRSA, the

of the reply the Minister may indicate that this offer repre-department now responsible for the site, to place signs along
sents a significant boost to education spending in Southawesley creek as well as send notices to land owners informing
Australia which the Minister has been able to put to Soutfhem that the water in the creek is polluted and unsuitable for

. drinking, recreation, stock watering and irrigation.
Australian schools, students and teachers. Itis known that long-term exposure (through ingestion) to high

Again, | am working on memory, but | believe that it is a cadmium levels in humans can cause kidney dysfunction. Other

boost of some $150 million or so, and this follows a veryeffects, such as osteomalacia (softening of the bones), can occur but

iqgnifi . i ; __tatmuch higher cadmium exposure levels. There is no evidence that
Sgn'f'i.am boos(;_ sqm;ah mlghtt tsay a massive tbotc;]st | t admium causes cancer when ingested.
education spending In the past two years prior 10 the 1ast 44 and water can contribute to overall cadmium intake, with

election. Again, | am working from memory, but | believe food being the major contributor. It is important to reduce the overall
that the full year cost of that last pay and conditions deal offeintake of cadmium from all sources, particularly food.

from the Government eventually would have cost in the order  There is no evidence that people living in the vicinity of
of about $150 million or so. Dawesley creek are suffering from cadmium related illnesses and

o therefore at this time there is no reason to investigate whether or not
| assure members that these $150 million or so do notadmium levels have been elevated in people living in the near

come easily, and itis the taxpayers of South Australia, eithe¥icinity of Dawesley Creek. It is also worth pointing out that
through increased taxation revenue or by absorbing reducé%s'dems near the creek are unlikely to be drinking from it, and they
cer

- : T tainly would not since signage was erected.
expenditure in areas of lower priority in total Government™ p|pSA has established a task force to address the immediate

spending, who ultimately end up paying for the boost tossues relating to pollution in the creek and the possible long term
spending that the Minister has been able to offer to teachershabilitation of the site. The task force will comprise of representa-
and to schools. tives from the Environment Protection Agency, Health Commission,

. . . nd PIRSA. Additionally, PIRSA will continue to liaise with land
The third alternative, of course, is the sale of ETSA anttare and Local Govern[)],*]ent on this issue.

Optima and, by that, being able to free up significant

additional annual recurrent spending that the Government YEAR 2000 COMPLIANCE

will be able to spend on schools, hospitals and police

services. So, as | said, | would be surprised if the Minister's The Hon. CARMEL ZOLLO: | seek leave to make a
response does not include words to that effect—together wittprief explanation before asking the Treasurer, representing
| am sure, many others. But | will be happy to refer thethe Minister for Year 2000 Compliance, a question about year
honourable member’s question to the Minister and to hav@000 compliance preparations.

him bring back a reply. Leave granted.
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The Hon. CARMEL ZOLLO: In his report the Auditor- committees throughout this country have devoted much time
General refers to 39 portfolios or agencies—Governmentb this subject, without ever really resolving the issue.
business enterprises—being monitored for year 2000 The issues that arise under national competition policies
compliance, of which 14 are assessed as being behirgtovide a classic case of the problems involved. These
schedule to Complete the correction of critical items bye|ectricity reforms arose out of a meeting of COAG—the
December 1998. The report goes on to state that, in relatiofyouping of the Premiers and the Prime Minister, the heads
to the testing of critical items, seven agencies indicated thaif Australian Government—and, of course, that led to the
they will not be able to complete testing by June 1999Hilmer reforms that were proposed in a report released in
Critically, the Auditor-General indicates the Department 0f1993. The details of the Hilmer reforms were agreed to
Administrative Services and the South Australian Healthsubsequently in February 1994 and again in 1995, and that

Commission to be at a high risk level due in part to laggingwvas when the National Electricity Market reforms were
behind Cabinet endorsed time frames. The report alsptroduced.

indicates that it is apparent that, without the substantial input | nink it is regrettable that there is no parliamentary
of additional resources, not all Government agencies will bgersight of the entire process of national competition policy.
ready in time, as well as confirming my previous concems; js 5 policy which has had a profound effect upon this
that the cost to address this issue would well exceed theyntry. It is certainly having a profound effect upon the
$80 mllllon indicated in budget papers andin fact' could hav‘?'ights of State Governments. But there really has been very
the potential to exceed $111 million. My questions to theje gepate within Australian Parliaments—particularly State

Minister are: _ _ Parliaments—on this matter. Arguably, there was totally
1. Willthe Minister name the seven agencies that will notinadequate debate at the start of this process when the Hilmer
meet the Cabinet time line referred to in the audit? report was first released, and certainly there is very little

2. Will the Minister provide an accurate indication of the opportunity to debate the outcomes of that policy now. |
risk that is carried by these agencies failing to reach compliwould like to express a personal view that | believe that
ance, and what action has been undertaken to ensure that tbensideration perhaps should be given through these various
risk is reduced? parliamentary legislative review committees, and so on, as to

3. Why have some Government agencies failed to makehether or not some form of standing parliamentary oversight
a strong commitment towards achieving the Cabinet endorset relation to national competition policy could not be
year 2000 compliance plan? established. But that is another issue.

The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: | will refer the honourable In relation to this Bill, which is the product of lengthy
member’s question to the Minister and bring back a reply. negotiation between State and Commonwealth agencies—and
this Bill has been agreed to by the relevant Ministers in the
other participating States—what are the options that face this
Parliament? Inevitably, rejection would torpedo the start of
a national electricity market and force a renegotiation with or
among the States, which, of course, would jeopardise the

NATIONAL ELECTRICITY (SOUTH AUSTRALIA) existence of the national electricity market itself. Any
(MISCELLANEOUS) AMENDMENT BILL amendment of this Bill, even in a minor way, would have a
similar effect.
Adjourned debate on second reading. The bottom line is that if the Opposition supports the
(Continued from 28 October. Page 55.) national electricity market in principle, as we do and as we

have consistently done, we have no real option but to support

The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: The Bill before us seeks to this Bill in its totality, even if we have reservations about the
alter arrangements for the National Electricity Market priormeasures in the Bill. Essentially, that sums up the Opposi-
to its scheduled introduction on 15 November next. Intion’s position on this Bill. The national electricity market has
particular, the Bill seeks to provide immunity for 12 months consistently been supported by the Opposition because of the
to NEMMCO and network service providers and theirpotential for savings offered under electricity reform. The
officers and employees in relation to any act or omission irHilmer report pointed out how many billions of dollars could
the exercise of a NEMMCO function or power under thebe saved by a reduction in overcapitalisation in electricity
national electricity law or code. The immunity will extend to assets, which has been a feature of the electricity industry
all such acts or omissions except those made in bad faith. Mithin this country for decades.
other words, the legal hurdle is very high—probably more  We must not lose sight of the fact that electricity reforms
equivalent to a pole vault than a hurdle. were motivated, at least originally, by the prospect of cheaper

Under the arrangements for the operation of the Nationaglectricity for consumers through the efficiency gains that
Electricity Market, South Australia is the lead legislator. Socould arise from the national electricity market. | have spoken
that legislation passed in this State also automatically takezn a number of occasions in the past about the national
effect in New South Wales, Victoria, Queensland and theelectricity market, and on those occasions | have given my
Australian Capital Territory under the complementarysupport to the market. However, | have also expressed
legislation that has previously been passed in those States.r@servations about aspects of the market, and | will say a little
other words, the Bill that we are now debating is an exampldit more about that in a moment.
of the growing national schemes of legislation. While the Opposition fully supports the thrust of electrici-

The parliamentary oversight of such legislation is a mattety reforms which seek to provide cheaper power, we do have
which has been of some concern to many parliamentarians neservations about some directions that the national electricity
all Australian Parliaments for some years, and | know that thenarket has taken in recent times. Privatisation is an obvious
various legislative review committees and scrutiny of Billscase of that.
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I have also expressed my reservations about some aspectsin introducing competition to the South Australian electricity
of electricity reforms in other areas. For example, | havénclilﬁtfytghg g?Uéheﬁgsg{ag%nm%?zgtr?ggg;?QC; ggpessin:ﬁési;véﬂebgf
referred in previous speeches to the slow pace of refor@%’ar%ion 2 Cagpacity. '
within the gas industry, which must proceed at the same pace ]
as national electricity reforms if we are to have an efficientie then goes on to point out the recent announcements of the
allocation of resources between the energy sectors. Unfortéaovernment in relation to a new 500 megawatt, gas-fired
nately, that has not happened. | have also referred to tHeower station by the year 2002 and the decision by the
bureaucratisation, as | see it, of much of the national electriciGovernment to establish its own regional transmission and

ty market that has been set up, and | think there are sonf@pacity planning function to monitor the need for system
concerns about that. upgrades to ensure security of supply throughout the State.

The Auditor-General's Report is very timely in relation 11 Auditor-General states:
to many of these issues that relate to the national electricity Such initiatives demonstrate that, at least in the short term, the

market. In particular. | refer to Audit Overview Part A.4 of Government recognises the need for active involvement in an area
arke particular, | refer to Audit Overvie a 0 hich the NEM Code expects to be driven by market forces. Such

the Auditor-General's Report, because he makes somolvement will require the Government to carefully balance its
comments worth putting on the record in this debate. Atesponsibilities to ensure the secure supply of an essential service
page 35 the Auditor points out that, when the concept of theithout compromising the operation of market forces.

National Electricity Market was established, a competitive, guess that really brings us to the heart of this Bill, because,

National Electricity Market was expected to commence in,,

| have pointed out on previous occasions, in many respects
July 1995. Of course, we have seen many delays to that, alﬁe P P yresp

; new national electricity market is experimental in nature.
the date has been put back on a number of occasions. Now Weig hardly a vote of confidence in the national electricity

are told that the market will start on 15 November this yeararket that at the eleventh hour we have to rush through

which, of course, is why this Bill must pass the Parliamenl;mmunity for NEMMCO. Much has been said by this
within the next week or so. The Auditor-General points out:s o ernment about the increasing risks under the national

Whilst a number of critical issues affecting the delay are notelectricity market. There will certainly be no risk for
attributable to, nor are they the direct responsibility of SouthNEMMCO when this Bill is passed, because that risk will be
Australia, there remains a number of key steps to be undertake@iminated by legislation '
before the market can commence in South Australia. . yleg : . .

It is true that the explanation of the Bill does refer to the

The Auditor-General documents those, and goes on to poiRj,ssipility of an insurance system being developed, and that

outthat Audit was advised, in a letter from the Acting Under, ;14 obviate the need for legislative immunity. The report

Treasurer on 25 August, that: points out that it is expected that options for insurance may

Arange of outstanding matters must be addressed at both a Stdde developed over the next 12 months when NEMMCO and
and market level before the market can successfully commence, jhe network service providers will have the opportunity to
accordance with these established processes. review the operation of the system and the code to agree on
The Auditor-General then goes on to talk about the conflictmore satisfactory arrangements. Certainly, one hopes that that
ing roles of government and states: is the case.

Audit notes that the introduction of competition into highly ~ The question that we have to ask in relation to this Bill is:
regulated monopoly industries (particularly those with a history of What will happen if the NEMMCO system crashes?’ We are
government ownership) has required government intervention tgglking about a computerised system for operating the
restructure those industries and to introduce competition in a phaseq. ‘L f
manner. tional electricity market. What would happen if t_hat system

) crashed and the power were cut to South Australian consum-
He continues: ers? Obviously, there is the possibility that that could be

In adopting this approach, it is possible for the introduction ofdisastrous for a large industrial consumer, which could
competition to devalue the Government's investment in those utilitypossibly lose millions of dollars in production. My know-
businesses. ledge of the system is not sufficient enough for me to know

Alternatively, the maximisation of a sale price can also be to th§yhether these NEMMCO systems will override the local
detriment of consumers as any purchaser will be looking to obtai

a suitable return on investment through prices charged for thrETSA power management systems, which | think in cases of
product. loss of power shed loads to lower priority customers first

hile maintaining the power for large industry and for

The Auditor-General then quotes the Deputy Chairman of th ssential services such as hospitals and so on. | invite the

ACCC, Mr Allan Asher, who has recently commented on the, .~
possible tensions between the implementation of national |rI1\||ster t(;clommrl—:n:]_orllt_hgt. desirable that th il
competition policy and State-based privatisation programs in NeVertheless, | think it is undesirable that the potentia

an article published in thePPEA JournalHe states, in part; XISt for the loss of power due to system failure, but, when
this Bill is passed, there would be no right for compensation

The selling strategies for a number of public enterprises (in as faf, those consumers who might be adversely affected. | make
as they involve the relaxation of, or holidays from, access codes

from competition legislation or stated policy reform) created inheren he comment that, given the Hilmer principles, | would have
conflicts with the explicit views of the Hilmer Committee that thought that the Commonwealth Government, which stands,
regulation should not restrict competition and should be reviewedfter all, to reap most of the benefits under the Hilmer
if it did. reforms and national competition policy, should play some
The Auditor-General has much to say about the question gble in providing an indemnity for the system until the
electricity reform. This is not the place to deal with all of it, marketplace can work through insurance schemes.

but there is just one other part to which | wish to refer, For these reasons, the Opposition is unhappy with
because | think it is relevant to the debate on this Bill. Atmeasures in the Bill, but for reasons given earlier it will not
page 46 of Audit Overview Part A.4 the Auditor-General place the national electricity market start-up in jeopardy. It
states: should be observed that at least we in this Parliament have the
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opportunity to record our reservations about these changedind that a curious remark, given that NEMMCO is, in fact,
If we were in the other participating Parliaments, such as creation of various State Governments, and | find it hard to
New South Wales, Victoria, the ACT or Queensland, webelieve that the Government is trying to categorise
would have no opportunity even to raise these issues, IMEMMCO as an organisation that is on par with the Salva-
alone vote on them. tion Army, for instance. It is a curious reflection in the report
Other matters are raised in the Bill apart from the indemnito the amendment Bill, and my concern is that there may well
ty. | think they are less controversial than the question obe exceptional circumstances where the consumers and
indemnity about which the Opposition has genuine concerndusinesses of this State will face potential losses if there is a
The Bill will seek to amend the national electricity law so asnegligent act or omission on the part of NEMMCO which
to enable the national electricity tribunal to exercise functiongvill affect its supply of electricity. | concede that that will be
and powers conferred on it under Tasmania’s Electricityan exceptional situation; probably the risks involved would
Supply Industry Act. This proposal anticipates the possibléde very low. However, the fact that NEMMCO does not
joining of the national electricity market by Tasmania in theappear to have been able to receive indemnity or receive
future should a cable under Bass Strait enable that State tsurance coverage does concern me.
join the national electricity market. Certainly, we have no | understand that one of the concerns of NEMMCO is that
problem with that: that is a matter for Tasmania. there is a distinction between various risks. Different risks are
A number of other changes to the legislation are of arinvolved between NEMMCO and generators and
administrative nature. For example, it is proposed that in eaddEMMCO's liability to consumers of electricity. | would
participating jurisdiction there need only be either a registrapave thought that in those circumstances those different
or deputy registrar of the tribunal; there is no need for bothlayers of risk could be reflected in an appropriate insurance
as was the situation previously. This is a sensible measuglicy being obtained.
which reduces costs. Also, there are some amendments to this | find it extraordinary that we are plunging headlong into
Bill in relation to the issue of search warrants that reduce thelEMMCO without an adequate insurance policy. The fact
somewhat draconian powers which previously existed undghat the amendment foreshadows that NEMMCO will need
the national electricity code, and | believe that they are noto obtain insurance within a period of 12 months or such
contentious matters. longer period as may be prescribed indicates that the various
The real issue, and | think the concern we have expresseﬂ?”ies to this agreement do not find the situation satisfactory.
is, given the emphasis that has been placed on market forces, If the Bill foreshadows ultimate insurance, why do we not
why NEMMCO should be exempt or be given immunity from have insurance from day one? We could have a cataclysmic
any liability claims under the market. But, for the reasons [event in the next 12 months that would expose ETSA, for
have outlined, we will support the Bill, and | am sure that myinstance, or consumers and businesses in this State to
colleague in another place, Kevin Foley, the shadow Ministepotential significant liability. It is for that reason that | oppose

responsible for this measure, will no doubt have much moréhis particular clause. I do consider that there is significant
to say in the other House about this matter. benefit with the national electricity market. It is inevitable,

I conclude by saying that we all would hope that thebut | do not consider that it is inevitable that we should
national electricity market will begin successfully on Proceed with it in the absence of adequate liability and
15 November and continue without hitch so that thesdnSurance provisions with respect to NEMMCO.
measures for immunity will not be necessary. That would . s
obviously be the most desirable outcome. But, more import- 1€ Hon. T.G. CAMERON: | oppose this Bill, principal-
antly, we hope that the national electricity market will deliver!y NeW Section 77A, and | do so for a number of reasons.

. . : - First, let me state that, as a member of this Council who
cheaper prices which underpin the electricity reforms. ' ' T
Ofpcosrse it is not untilerhe year 2002 };hat franchise(:ros;sed the floor to vote for the sale of ETSA in view of the

customers will be contestable. | suggest that the communit ct that we were moving Fowards a _nat_|(_)nal market, the
atlarge, and indeed this Opposition's continuing support fo eba<_:|e | see here with thls_|nsurance I|at_>|I|ty does not leave
’ e with a great deal of confidence in relation to where we are

such measures, will depend very much on the delivery o ith the whol t of ts. | find it .
those benefits, namely, the cheaper prices which have be ging wi € whole set ot arrangements. Hind it amazing

promised under this system. While we certainly have som at the Treasurer sa_|d: ) )
reservations about the liability removal measures for Thereason for granting some degree of immunity to NEMMCO
NEMMCO under this Bill, we have no practical alternative Is that NEMMCO is a non-profit organisation without a substantial

. ciapital base.
but to support them because we do support the natlonffl Id take | ith hi d his choi fwords when h
electricity market. would take issue with him and his choice of words when he

says ‘granting some degree of immunity’. A fairly wide level

The Hon. NICK XENOPHON: | will confine my of immunity is being granted to NEMMCO, and to proffer as

remarks to a particular clause of the Bill which has beerf: "€aSOn that this immunity should be given on the basis that

alluded to by the Hon. Paul Holloway in relation to the NEMMCO does not have a substantial capital base, | think,

removal of liability. New section 77A, in relation to the IS Playing around with the English language. NEMMCO,
immunity of NEMMCO and network service providers, after all, is a creation of national and State Governments, and

caused me considerable concern and | propose to opposelif@n Sée no reason why the immunity could not have been
and for a number of reasons. First, the basis of the reasonii@j@ntéd and backed by the State Government. | know the
for the immunity is set out in the report prepared by the!feasurer will argue that that means that_the taxpayers WI”
Government. The reports states: have to accept the risk, but whom do we think accepts the risk

The reason for granting some degree of immunity to NEMMCOWhen we have an insurance policy and the insurance pre-

is that NEMMCO is a non-profit organisation without a substantiall'yms aré coming out of the. retgrns that flow back to
capital base which will be exposed to substantial risk in relation tdVNEMMCO through the electricity bills that consumers are
the operation of the electricity system. required to pay? We should look at what the Treasurer and
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Government have to say about this. | do not lay the fault atwould have argued against this proposition. If | know some
the feet of the Government here; as | understand it, Soutbf my old comrades as well as | think | do, | imagine | would
Australia is the leading legislative State, and these agredrave had plenty of supporters. Once again, | can only assume
ments would have been arrived at following meetings withthat the all powerful machine within the Labor Party machine
all States and the Federal Government. which has the majority of the Caucus has rolled all the

On the one hand we are giving NEMMCO immunity. | do dissenters on this one, and they now have to sit here and cop
not support that; | cannot understand why NEMMCO musiit sweet. Well, so be it, but | can assure my former colleagues
be given immunity. As | said previously, it does not leave methat | would not have supported this.
with a great deal of confidence about where we are going | appreciate the inevitability of all this and the position
with this whole matter. that, if the national market is going ahead, we really have no

However, if one looks at the speech that has been madether choice but to vote with the Government. Following
one can see in the following paragraphs that there is asome of the criticisms | have received about the Government
admission that there should be liability. If we examine whatand a member of this Chamber having got to me to persuade
was stated we can see that the States—and one can assumeto support the ETSA Bill, | can assure you, Sir, that |
that that includes this State Government—agree that thesgould not have rolled over and had my tummy tickled as the
should be full liability, because it says so. It would appearAustralian Labor Party has done on this one. But, | am not a
that NEMMCO and the State Governments have beemember of the Caucus and | was not there when the debate
attempting to make satisfactory arrangements relating to th@ok place. | can only hope that some of my former col-
liability. So, first we hear that there will be no liability for leagues mounted a spirited opposition to this measure within
12 months and in the next breath an admission that liabilitghe Labor Caucus.
is needed, and the only reason that we have not been able to | intend to oppose this piece of legislation—not that it will
get it would appear to be that NEMMCO has no dough andlo much good. | can count—I have always been able to
we have not yet been able to find an insurance company thabunt—and seven and nine make 16. | am not quite sure what
is prepared to take on the liability. Where does that leave ththe Democrats will do; | can only hope they will have a
ordinary taxpayers of South Australia or the retailers and¢hange of heart on this matter and decide to stand on the
generators of electricity? principle. | have taken this decision because this appears to

We have only to turn our eyes interstate to see what kindse a bit of a mess to me, and | believe that the Hon. Nick
of problems will occur when there is a breakdown in supplyXenophon has taken this decision because, even though the
| was in Victoria at the time that occurred. Mind you, | was numbers exist for this Bill to go through, this will at least put
staying in a five star hotel and had cold showers for thre@ spotlight on the fact and highlight to the electricity consum-
days. We got no rebate back on the bill but they sent up ars and resellers here in South Australia that they will be in
bottle of champagne and a basket of fruit to us. | understando person’s land for the next 12 months. So, keep your
that the Treasurer is also an avid football fan, and no doulfingers crossed, say a quiet prayer and hope that nothing goes
he would have been in Victoria at the same time. So, herong. Let us hope NEMMCO does get it right and does not
would have had the opportunity to see with his own eyes ansgtuff it up because, if it does, the taxpayers and voters of
perhaps experience some of the difficulties that can occugouth Australia will be on their Pat Malone.
when there is a complete breakdown.

It would appear that when this legislation goes through The Hon. SANDRA KANCK: | received a briefing on
there will be no liability here, except for bad faith. | am not this legislation yesterday at about the same time as it would
a lawyer but they tell me that that is an extremely limitedhave been introduced to this Chamber. It is another of those
liability. So, we will have a period of 12 months—and it Bills that we occasionally get on which we have had no
could be longer. Who knows where we will all be if in opportunity for input at all; it has all been pre-decided by the
12 months time no insurance company is prepared to take orious State Ministers and their representatives in discus-
this liability? | know what will happen: you will be back in sion. In other words, it is &ait accompli | noted that the
this Chamber asking for an extension. One can only hope th&ton. Paul Holloway, who was not exactly a robust supporter
the Australian Labor Party and the Democrats will come toof the legislation, indicated that the ALP would be supporting
their senses if in 12 months time we find ourselves consideit but said that he saw what he was doing as being an
ing an application for this immunity to be extended. | opportunity of recording its reservations. | think that the fact
understand that in 12 months they will look at establishing ahat we are having to deal with this legislation at the moment
cap to apply to the liability for negligence. That is all well shows the weaknesses of the national electricity market as a
and good, but it does not avoid the fact that for 12 monthsoncept and how experimental itis. When | say ‘we’, | mean
there will be no liability here in South Australia. this Parliament; the Democrats opposed the original National

I do not know how many years we have all known that aElectricity Bill in 1996.
national market is coming. | do not know for how many years An Act has been in place now for two years to get this
we have all known that NEMMCO would be taking over State and others ready for the national electricity market, yet
these functions, yet at the last moment when the Bill isonly two or three months ago someone became aware of the
brought to the Council we are advised that the taxpayers gfossibility that a generating company might sue NEMMCO
this State will get no liability. | believe that this matter has for a decision that it takes. This is an example of the stupidity
been ill thought out and that the people responsible foof competition policy. Back when we had the Electricity
leaving the taxpayers in South Australia in this position havelrust of South Australia operating as a complete unit
something to answer for. undertaking generation transmission, distribution and retail

| understand that the Australian Labor Party and thall in one, we would have the systems controller of ETSA
Australian Democrats will also support the Government orgiving an instruction, for instance, to the Port Augusta power
this. Alll can say is that | would have loved to be a fly on thestation saying, ‘We want you to shut down your generators.’
wall when the Labor Caucus discussed this. If | was still ther&Vhen that instruction was given, no-one at Port Augusta
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power station took up arms about it. They accepted that thilk to consumer groups, for instance, to find out what their
was the most sensible way to run the system because théw is on this and, given that the whole thingast accom-
system was run to produce power and produce it reliably fopli, | indicate that the Democrats neither support nor oppose
all consumers in South Australia and to produce it at thehe Bill. We will simply use the opportunity to express our
cheapest cost. There was not a question of the Port Augustancern about the processes that have been involved.
power station’s manager saying that he did not like the
decision and that he might take action against ETSA. The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS: | support this Bill simply
ETSA was employing people at Torrens Island and Porbecause | am a loyal member of the Labor Caucus and the
Augusta at the same time. They had a common employer ar@@llective decision or wisdom of our Caucus is that the Bill
were not in competition with each other and it made sense fapught to be supported. However, it ought to be pointed out
them to accept such a ruling. But now, in the brave new worldhat the Bill has several failings. The most obvious one was
of competition policy, when NEMMCO gives an instruction referred to by my colleague the Hon. Nick Xenophon
to a generating company to stop feeding power into the gridzoncerning liability, which was also touched on by other
there is a risk that, as a consequence of the commercigapeakers. This is an outrageous situation. Why are we dealing
aspects of that decision, a generating company could swéth this Billin such a hurry when this organisation was due
NEMMCO and it could do this because it might, for instance fo come into force 12 months ago? Now we are told that, if
be eating into the company’s profit margins. we do not pass this template legislation, everyone else cops
Much of what we are doing at the moment in what we callit. | wonder whether, if this was being contemplated in
electricity reform is being done to advantage a few big buyer¥ictoria, the Victorian Parliament would be so free and easy
or users of electricity in this country and the rest of us areabout giving control to NEMMCO, which will have almost
being swept along in an apparent euphoria that goes with icomplete control of the switching of all electricity in the
We have already seen some very bad judgements about thatajor mainland States? Would the Victorian Parliament be
The New South Wales Government was one that was pushirgp keen to do that given the experience the Victorians have
strongly for NEM 1 to start up, because they thought thathad with gas and say, ‘Let’s do it"? The project has to start
with their excess power, they would be able to take advantagen 14 November and we could well be the State that stops
of the national electricity market. In fact, what has happene®dEMMCO getting into place.
has been quite the reverse. Victoria has been exporting power What would be the consequences of NEMMCO not
into New South Wales and New South Wales is now havingtarting? The situation would be exactly the same as it is
to shut down some of its generators. There are exampldgday. We have many operations working under the existing
starting to emerge that show that the national electricitygystem. Itis a matter of providing cheaper electricity and the
market is not all it is cracked up to be. consumers of that cheaper electricity will not be the mums
| am not a supporter of it and see no particular reason tand dads, the ordinary consumers out there in suburbia. The
be rushing this Bill through. Nevertheless, | know that it isconsumers of the cheap electricity will be the mainline
going to be rushed through. | do keep wondering how longompanies. What can we envisage as the matter goes
it is going to take the Government and to some extent théorward? We can understand that they will all be vying for
Opposition, which got this whole thing started for us, tothe cheapest electricity they can get.
recognise what | have been saying for so long, that is, that the We are now moving into the hot period and last year
emperor has no clothes. The amendments with which we atbrough the hot period we used record amounts of electricity.
dealing in the Bill, particularly 77A, which all three speakersWhat will be the consequences for mums and dads if there is
so far have spoken about, show again the stupidity of whato liability and no insurance? The obvious outcome is that the
we are doing. We are replacing the workable system that wiaxpayers will pick up any liability generated by mismanage-
had for so long, a system that had high reliability, with ament or miscalculation by NEMMCO. What will be the
system that is fragmented, profit driven and potentiallyactual effect on consumers? | have had some experience in
unreliable. the electricity industry and | can imagine that major users like
Certainly, | do not want to see taxpayers meeting the cost8HP, Holden’s and the like are already involved in systems
that might arise from there being a litigious generatinglike load shedding. This means that if we get into problems
company but, on the other hand, given the time frame we are@ith power generation, we shed some people. Normally,
working with on this legislation, | do not know what the those unessential areas of major consumers are cut off but
implications are for an individual consumer when it comessuch businesses are guaranteed the major source of their
to this question of giving immunity to NEMMCO. Only last production power needs.
weekend we saw a power surge in the Parkside area and If there is a major problem in this area with switching
ETSA has undertaken to compensate any of the residents whorangements, | can imagine with everyone trying to get the
had damage to their equipment as a result of that power surgeheapest electricity possible that there will be a whole range
For instance, | do not know what would happen in this Bill of configurations constructed to supply cheaper electricity,
with which we are dealing today if, as a result of an instruc-but what will happen to suburban consumers? Electricity will
tion from NEMMCO, a generating company begins to feedbe maintained at the high price. They will get the electricity
its power into the grid and we get a surge. Would an individ-at the high price unless it is a major stuff up. Then there will
ual consumer like people at Parkside last weekend have amg an attempt to keep what we call the essential parts of the

opportunity to seek recompense at all? major manufacturing industries in place and they will be
The Hon. T.G. Cameron: Not if it was caused by given the power.
NEMMCO. We must then ask the question: if we give NEMMCO a

The Hon. SANDRA KANCK: Well, it is arguable who contract, will it pay the same price as the ordinary consumer
would be at fault in those circumstances. Therein lies thevho has his power cut off or will it pay the cheaper contract-
problem. We have been given the Bill to deal with in aned price? For all that impost, at the end of the day we are,
extraordinarily short time frame. | have not had the time tatoday, deciding collectively to allow this proposal to go
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ahead. If the small consumer finds himself in this positionparticularly into Asia and now into Europe and America and

there will be only one thing left for him to do: to pay for the make us a more effective economic unit.

whole debacle, because if there is no insurance it will come What has not happened in that time frame is what some

back to the taxpayer. So the small consumers, the mums amtembers on this side have indicated. This concept has been

dads, lose out every time. around for a long time, yet we have been asked to consider
This Bill is being rushed through. It is not essential tha’[thiS Iegislation five minutes before its implementation. As |

it go through. | remember when it was first floated that wehave said, it is the Government’s role to negotiate the lead

were going to sell ETSA. When Mike Rann and his teamt€émplate in this issue. We have moved other template

went to the Treasurer, the first question they asked was: legislation in this Parliament which | am sure has not

you sell ETSA and there is an incident like there was indttracted the attention of the citizens of this State, but | am

Auckland with a major power failure, who will be respon- sure this one will. It is up to us as legislators, members of
sible? individual Parties and Independent members, to work out

This is still the question that we ask when we talk abouf™oW we react tc|>. the p”ommltmity’s view on how the national
the sale of ETSA because, next time, if there is a stuff-ur?ompet't'on policy Will WOrK. - .
with NEMMCO, it will not be like Ash Wednesday a few _When | envisaged a national competition policy, | thought
years ago when you could sue the person who caused ta€ States would control the generation and distribution of
problem and get some compensation: this time that will nott POWer. 1 did not envisage that it would be broken up into
happen. The question was relevant in respect of ETSA—whhat In my VIew IS .totally an.arc.hlstllc structures having a
will be responsible—and it is relevant today in respect ofcentralised generation and distribution centre for a product

NEMMCO. We know the answer. The answer is that thahat does not vary at all. There is no difference in quality in
small consumers in every State of Australia will have to pick©SPeCt of the generation of electricity. Itis changed in form
up the burden for this. through technology into various components—we have three

We would not pass any legislation that would deny phase, single phase and two phase power units—but, in the

major producer in this State liability for any actions for which alls’sttggdqg? Irlltgvti);éhtehgtr ?Sggtoiosetrsugtt)ljr\(/aa\r/vyé now have a
they were responsible which caused damage to property Ay

- S . . . [titude of management structures set up to manage a
personal injury. | find it amazing that we are doing this tOday'disaggregated system—and | think that will be difficult. The
I have been wrong before, and the collective wisdom of th

. . o ompetition policy says that this is the way it must be: it must
Labor Caucus is that we ought to support this Ieglslat|on.A%e bproken cri)owr?/int)cl) competitive unitsyto get down the

' Isa|d 'thgll °pe“'“2 ;ﬁ_mzluk_s, Ilt ;.S on that basis and that bE"S'ec‘fficiencies of costs to the levels that the national competition
alone that | support this legislation. policy demands.

. ) So, | still have those concerns. Those concerns were in m
The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: | rise to support the legisla- y

. . o mind when it was put to me in our Caucus that we would
tion. As other members have said, there are concerns with trp%ve to support this template legislation given the time

just with the Bill but with the process. | anticipate that if this
is reported widely in the media a number of people will be
quite surprised about how far the process has proceed
without considered debate in the community about the rol

and function of State Parliaments in relation to national,q financial cost of any difficulties in the start-up period,
economic objectives. negotiations are in place with insurance companies and that
Although it has been stated widely in the Hilmer reportthe time frame could be as short as three months.
and from time to time Alan Fels makes statements on |fthatis not the case | would like the Treasurer to tell me
television, | think that in the main.the communlty are in .th69xact|y what time frames we are |Ooking at. It appears to me
dark about the actual repercussions in relation to nationahat the difficulties that insurance companies have are the
competition policies and how they apply to their daily life. same difficulties that we as legislators have in making
This issue may be the one that puts this on the agenda faissessments on how to proceed with this legislation. If the
people in the community to take a little more notice about thensurance companies are having difficulty in assessing the
implications of national competition policies and what theypotential costs that they may incur through potential damages
mean. because of a new system being put into place, it appears to
This concept of an electricity national competition policy me that the technology that is being put into place to integrate
and the aggregation of States’ electricity streams to bée administration with the distribution networks must not be
utilised nationally has been around for some time. Like theble to be assessed properly by engineers or accountants.
Hon. Mr Redford who yesterday went back to his maiden If engineers were working with accountants, | am sure
speech, | had cause to read a 1992 Address in Reply speeittat, as a result of the risk management advice that they
in which | indicated that | was looking forward to some of the would get, they would be able to accurately assess what
challenges that the States and the Commonwealth would fageemiums would be paid for an insurance policy to be written
in putting together the national grid and a number of othefor the time frames that may be available. We have not been
transport initiatives that might take place where the infragiven any advice as to whether that risk management
structure of the States would be combined and a nationassessment is able to be adequately put together.
policy developed that would cut costs and increase the However, people working in the industry have informed
efficiencies and effectiveness of this nation’s infrastructureme that people are making assessments not only with respect
bringing Australia to the point where it could compete not ado the valuation of assets to be sold in these coming days of
separate States but as a nation and set itself to advanpavatisation, but also, in relation to the integration of those

understanding that we will not have a situation where

consumers will be exposed to a 12 month time frame. |
derstand that, in respect of the exposure time for
EMMCO to be given a brief respite from responsibility for
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risk management strategies, there are people working in th&lectraNet, as it is now called) were negligent over this
area who have little or no experience in the industry so as tooming 12 month period and if there were a bushfire, as in
enable them to make those assessments. So, we are makthg case of Ash Wednesday, and ElectraNet was shown to be
our assessments based on acts of good faith, in some casesgligent, the consumers of South Australia, whether they be
I am sure that those people in New Zealand had as difficulindividuals or businesses, would have a right of action for
a time as we did—and | certainly hope that we do not haveegligence against ElectraNet.
the same problems as they had. And, as another honourable Similarly, if ETSA Distribution, in its normal core
member has said, the Victorian situation exaggerated fnctions (again the same thing as with ElectraNet) was
difficult circumstance for the legislators there. negligent in terms of its maintenance or operations and
So, | place my concerns before the Council. As to thecaused financial damage to consumers through negligence,
Government’s position, | trust that the advice given to me inwhether they be individuals or businesses, small or large, we,
Caucus by the shadow Minister, whose responsibility it is tdhe taxpayers, the current owners of ETSA utilities—which
convince people that we ought to take a certain position iis ETSA Distribution—would be liable for legal action for—
relation to how we vote, is accurate. | know that the legisla- The Hon. R.R. Roberts interjecting:
tion cannot be amended without serious repercussions and, The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: | will move to that. | am just
if there is no insurance cover put together by February oclarifying this issue first. In relation to these sorts of issues,
March next year, | doubt very much whether we can reintroaction would still be able to be taken by consumers or
duce the legislation back into this House to move an amendusinesses if the owners and operators could be shown to be
ment. | would like to think that we are able to do that. Thenegligent, and at the moment that is we the taxpayers. We
advice, by interjection, is that we can; the advice that | anwould have to pick up the cost for that if the people operating
operating on, on the understanding of how template legislaan our behalf were negligent. That is one of the reasons, of
tion works, is that once it goes through the only way it couldcourse, why the Government has the view that private sector
come back to us for reconsideration would be if the negotiatewners and operators ought to be owning and operating those
ing heads of the agreements through the States makebasinesses, and if they are negligent they would be liable.
recommendation that it comes back to this Council. So, That is where the Hon. Ron Roberts—
support the Bill and | look forward to the Treasurer's reply. The Hon. R.R. Roberts interjecting:
The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: No, you did not know that,
The Hon. R.l. LUCAS (Treasurer): | thank members for because you gave the example of the questions that Mike
their contribution to the second reading of the legislation. IRann asked in relation to Auckland, and you tried to highlight
was delighted to hear that the Hon. Mr Terry Cameron washe problems in relation to what might be seen to be negli-
enjoying a five star hotel on the Melbourne Cup weekend angence eventually caused if it is proved in a court over there
received, as a recompense for a cold shower, champagne anderms of the operation of a distribution system.
a bowl of fruit, or something. Can | put to him the other side  The Hon. R.R. Roberts interjecting:
of travel to Victoria for the football. He could have been as  The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: No, the Hon. Ron Roberts cannot
I was in the Melbourne bus terminal. We slept on the bus omow rewrite theHansard record. He raised the issue of
the way over and on the way back and we did not have t@uckland and the questions—
worry about cold showers: we just did not shower at all. The Hon. R.R. Roberts interjecting:
Nevertheless, | can assure him that it was a very enjoyable The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: Exactly. And the questions that
experience, and | am sure he enjoyed it as well. Mike Rann put to me were about bushfires in relation to Ash
| wish to respond to a number of issues that have beewednesday and Auckland. They were the two questions that
raised by members. To be fair to the Hon. Ron Roberts, if hvere put to me at that time. The answer that was subsequently
is interested in having a briefing on the operations of thejiven to the Hon. Mike Rann and the Labor Party is that, if
National Electricity Market, | would be pleased to organiseour electricity businesses are sold and if those businesses are
one for him, because I believe, from a number of theproved in a court to be negligent, they are liable, not the
comments that he made, that he did not fully appreciate—Government. It is a simple answer, one that even the Hon.
The Hon. Sandra Kanck: He was the one who carried it Ron Roberts might be able to understand.

through for the Opposition in 1996— The Hon. R.R. Roberts interjecting:
The Hon. R.l. LUCAS: He might have understood it in The Hon. R.Il. LUCAS: | am just trying to correct some
1996, but his contribution— of the misunderstandings and misapprehensions that the Hon.
An honourable member interjecting: Ron Roberts has about the legislation. Similarly, as to the
The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: It wasn’t him? three generators that we have in South Australia now, if in
An honourable member interjecting: their normal core functions they were in some way proved to

The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: It was him. | am indebted to the be negligent and their actions had caused damage to consum-
Hon. Sandra Kanck, who said that the Hon. Ron Roberts ledrs, whether they be individuals or businesses, again my
the debate for the Labor Party in support for the legislatioradvice is that people could sue or take action and, again, as
in 1996. Obviously, in the space of two years, he has tried tGovernment owned enterprises at the moment the taxpayers
move himself away from having led the debate for hiswould have to foot the bill. So, it is important to make those
colleagues in this Chamber as a member of the leadershistinctions that, in the range of circumstances that the Hon.
group of the Labor Party. | am indebted to the Hon. Sandr&on Roberts and others might seek to portray, action can still
Kanck. | cannot always say that that is the case, but hdse taken. The immunity that this Bill talks about for a
memory on this matter was certainly very useful. specific, limited period of up to 12 months does not relate to

As | said, | believe that the Hon. Ron Roberts has nothese particular examples.
clearly understood some of the issues in relation to this As | have indicated in a number of briefings to members,
matter, if | can put it kindly. It is important to indicate that, thisis a very difficult position for all members of Parliament
if this legislation were to pass, and if ETSA Transmission (otto undertake. As the Hon. Mr Holloway has indicated, at least
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in one respect we are lucky that we are the lead legislatorias started, if an alternative option has not been worked out,
because we have an opportunity to debate, discuss atidht particular level of immunity will disappear automatically
participate in the discussion. On other occasions people haead NEMMCO will be liable for negligent actions in relation
asked, ‘Why on earth would we want to be the lead legisto the NEMMCO system operations. So, it is an automatic
lator?’ The answer | have given to the representatives— provision which will have to apply.

Members interjecting: It therefore places enormous pressure in the next
The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: No, we do have the head office 12 months on NEMMCO and the other jurisdictions to sort
of NECA in South Australia. out some sort of insurance arrangement, probably with some

The Hon. Sandra Kanck: How many people are init? sort of cap on liability, in terms of how NEMMCO will

The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: | have not counted recently, but operate. Anything is possible: it could occur in three months,
the head office is here, and that was the deal. We arene month or one week. But to be fair and frank—and | do
delighted that the head office of NECA is here in Southnot want to mislead members—this is an extraordinarily
Australia. As Minister, | pay a tribute in particular to Mr Tim difficult task, and | suspect that it will take all of the six to
Spencer of the Department of Treasury and Finance, who hd2 months to resolve the issue.
carried on his shoulders considerable responsibility. As the NEMMCO did speak to its insurers, but it was unable to
Minister, | want to place on the public record my acknow-organise insurance under the original arrangements. Part of
ledgment of the hard work that Tim personally and a numbethe reason for that is that this is a new ball game. Insurance
of other officers have put in. | know that he would be the firstcompanies do not know how the market will operate. Itis not
to pay tribute to other officers and advisers. as though there have been five years, or indeed one year, of

I know from my discussions with NEMMCO directors, experience to look at how it will operate so that they can
NECA directors and others that a number of these peoplmeasure what might be the risks and then quote premium
have paid tribute to the work that Tim and the South Aust-costs for an appropriate level of insurance. At least six
ralian officers have played in terms of trying to bring a months down the track after the market starts we will have
resolution to some of these difficult issues. | am the first tean opportunity to look at the operations of the national
concede that this is not an ideal set of circumstances. market. Similarly, insurers will be able to look at the

I do want to take up the issue that the Hon. Terry Camerowperations of the market to see what can be organised.
has raised. As a Minister who has come to the electricity When we first became aware of it—and we were told that
industry only in recent months, this is not an issue that haBlEMMCO could not organise insurance under the old
been around for some years. In the draft legislation and tharrangement—we in South Australia had urgent discussions
discussions there had always been the expectation thatwath our insurers through SAICORP to see whether we could
different definition of ‘immunity’ would be there for the do something. It was my wish that surely we might be able
operations of NEMMCO. It has been in recent times only thato organise something, even on an interim basis, through our
the NEMMCO directors and NEMMCO itself have raised ininsurers overseas, etc. to cover a period of six to 12 months.
very strong terms—to the extent that a number of them havAgain, the answer came back that, no, their professional
indicated their unwillingness to continue to operate agudgment was that that was not going to be possible. It was
NEMMCO operators—this issue of liability. It is a very a complicated process, and it was going to take some time.
important issue to NEMMCO and to the directors. There was also the view that we needed to look at the sort

It was only when that issue was raised with all theof insurance arrangement we were seeking to undertake for
jurisdictions, in particular with South Australia as the leadNEMMCO, that is, we should try to ensure that the sorts of
legislator in relation to this, that we have as quickly as we cathings we sought to insure with NEMMCO were not already
sought to try to bring a resolution with all the due restrictions.covered by the insurance that the transmission and distribu-
Itis fair to say that the propositions before the Parliament ation companies already had. This is where there was some
the moment and before all the other jurisdictions do notonfusion in terms of what you are insuring NEMMCO for
represent my preferred position as Treasurer or, indeed, thahd what you are insuring the transmission, distribution and
of the South Australian Government. There are aspects thgeneration companies for. Clearly, you do not want to insure
we would have preferred to be different in terms of thetwice unless you have to. For example, if there is an ability
scheme of arrangement. However, in the end, there has to besue the transmission or distribution company—
an agreement among all the jurisdictions. We have been The Hon. R.R. Roberts interjecting:
prepared to comprise in some areas and other jurisdictions The Hon. R.l. LUCAS: But you want to make sure there
have compromised in other areas. is no crossover or overlap. That is the only point the insurers

There has been a view from some at the other end of theere making to us. Because it is a new market and because
spectrum that this 12 month limited immunity should in factwe have not seen how it will operate, the insurers were
continue forever for NEMMCO and its operations. That is notsaying, ‘These are pretty difficult questions when you are
a position to which the South Australian Government wagalking about a theoretical market. Sure, you can tell us how
prepared to agree. That is a view that has been put, and whatu think it will operate, but if we are going to insure we
you see before the Parliament is the result of a lot of harevant to see the market operating so that we can make some
work by officers of South Australia working with the other decisions.’ As a result of all that, we tried to organise through
jurisdictions to try to seek some sort of compromise, som@ur own insurers some sort of proposed scheme, but their
sort of agreement. advice to us was that it was going to be too difficult.

Itis not correct to say, as the Hon. Ron Roberts has said, In the circumstances that have been highlighted by
that at the end of 12 months we will see a continuation of th&lEMMCO directors and others to the jurisdictions, in the
first 12 month arrangement. There is an automatic provisiomain, if there are 30 generation companies throughout
which states that the immunity is there for 12 months, that isAustralia as part of the market, at one particular time
they are protected for those circumstances as outlined in ti¢EMMCO might choose to allow 28 of them to be generating
Bill. But, at the end of the 12 month period after the marketand to be making money as part of the market. NEMMCO
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might say that two of them, for whatever reason, will not beconsidered it this week, there might be the possibility for one
despatched, therefore will not be generating, will not befurther week of debate should that set of circumstances
making any money and therefore might be making losses éventuate with a NEMMCO announcement in the next few
they have locked in contracts. days or up to a week.

The directors of NEMMCO were arguing that some of  There were some other questions which members flagged.
these companies have very big pockets (as we have talkétiave endeavoured to answer the matters of greater moment
about before) and, if they are not allowed to earn money foin my response to the second reading. I, together with my
a period, they could lose significant millions of dollars in aadvisers, who are much better equipped to argue legal
short time. If there is a cause of action by the generators dechnicalities on matters of immunity and liability, will be
one of these electricity businesses against NEMMCO or thdelighted to respond to any questions in relation to—
individual NEMMCO directors, then there is considerable—  The Hon. T.G. Cameron: As longwinded as you?
and understandable—concern from some directors who are The Hon. R.l. LUCAS: Much longer: they get paid by
keen to hold onto their houses and other assets which thelie hour! We will certainly be available to respond to
currently own, given that some of them would see theirguestions in the Committee stage.
operation and participation in NEMMCO as a service not Bill read a second time.
only to their State or Territory but also to the nation interms  In Committee.
of getting the fledgling national electricity market up. Clauses 1 to 11 passed.

They are concerned and, as | said, | can understand that. Clause 12.

They do not want to find themselves personally liable or The Hon. SANDRA KANCK: | noted when the Treasur-
NEMMCO liable for a decision taken by NEMMCO to say er was summing up that he gave an example of Ash
to one generator, ‘No, you can't dispatch.” We are not talking/Mednesday and how consumers had some legal recourse. He
about bushfires, calamities or consumers not getting electricivent on to say that if generating companies were negligent
ty: we are talking about the electrons still flowing, people stillthere would also be legal recourse. The problem in this clause
getting electricity, business still being done, but 28 companiess not about the generating companies being negligent but if
being allowed to generate and two not being allowed tatNEMMCO is negligent in some way. Whom would the
generate; and those two are grumpy because they belieeensumer be able to take to court at that point, because it
NEMMCO, through negligence, made a decision or an errowould be not be the generating companies that would be at
in its software program, or something like that, which did notfault?

dispatch them at the time they should have been dispatched The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: | was making the point that if
and, as a result, they lost some millions of dollars in a shoflEMMCO was negligent (for example, if there was a
time, particularly during a peak period. problem with its software system, and a generator or

This is an extraordinarily complicated market, and thereelectricity business had been placed in a situation where it
are people who, having looked at the detail of it, are sayingnade a loss, that is, it should have been dispatched but it was
exactly that: it is the most complicated market or process thegot; it did not make the money, it incurred a loss and,
have ever seen, particularly when you are trying to get it upherefore, wanted a right of action against NEMMCO), the
from start, from a base, and get it going in a relatively shorgenerating company during this period would not be able to
space of time. That is why we have arrived at the situation inlake action against NEMMCO.
which we now find ourselves. | can assure members and the We had this discussion prior to Question Time. At the
Hon. Mr Cameron that it has not been an issue about whicmoment I cannot think of a set of circumstances where a
we have known for three years and about which we haveonsumer may want to take action against NEMMCO. | am
done nothing. It has been raised in relatively recent times angot saying that there might not be a highly unusual set of
we have had to work our way assiduously through it. circumstances where it could be possible for that to occur.

We had to get agreement from all jurisdictions and allBut, if there was, then during this period they would be in the
Ministers, both Labor and Liberal, in those jurisdictions.same position as the generators, that is, for the 12 month
Ministers of one political persuasion are not operating in theeriod they could not take action against NEMMCO. | am
national market, and we now have an agreement. As | saitying to make the point that most of the operations of
it is not the preferred, original position of the South Aust-NEMMCO relate to the dispatching of generators, transmis-
ralian Government: it is probably not the preferred positiorsion lines and those sorts of things.
of a number of the other jurisdictions as well but, neverthe- The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting:
less, it was a compromise agreement which was arrived atto The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: The most likely set of circum-
allow, from the jurisdictions’ viewpoint, the market to get up stances and the ones which NEMMCO has raised with us
and going as soon as possible. have been related to this dispatching issue—which businesses

I want to place on the record that the responsibility for thecomes on line, who makes money and who does not. They are
NEMMCO market start is with NEMMCO. There has beenthe ones with the big pockets and who may well be offended
recent discussion about whether or not the national markéta mistake is made and they lose as a result of any decision
will be able to start on 15 November. | think it is fair to that NEMMCO might have taken. If you can think of a set of
indicate that we are likely to hear in the next week or so aircumstances (I cannot, at the moment), a consumer may
decision from NEMMCO as to whether or not it believes it have lost out from some decision of NEMMCO, as opposed
will be able to meet the 15 November start up date or whethen these other decisions that | am talking about (and that is
there might have to be a slippage of a couple of weeks or savhy it is important to distinguish them), where, if ETSA or

Whatever happens, we must have our legislation througklectraNet was negligent in relation to the operations of its
the Parliament, if not by the end of next week then by théransmission lines, there was a bushfire, people lost their
week that we return. | know the shadow Minister haselectricity and people wanted to sue for negligence, they
indicated his support for the legislation in the House ofwould still be able to sue even during this period. It does not
Assembly and, with the Legislative Council's having impact on those sorts of things: we are talking about the
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system control operations of NEMMCO and how they The Hon. T. CROTHERS: | understand that what is
operate. If you can think of circumstances (and | cannot ruléefore us is for a moratorium on liability for a period of up
them out), the consumer will be in the same position as theo 12 months; it may be less. | understand that one of the
generator or the electricity business during this period; thasuggestions floating around is that some sort of sunset
is, they would not be able to take action against NEMMCO provision ought to be in the legislation. | speak now as one
The Hon. SANDRA KANCK: | gave an example when who served for a very long period of time on the select
| spoke during the second reading that, if NEMMCO givescommittee examining the Ash Wednesday bushfires, where
an instruction for a generating company to dispatch its powethis question of liability raised its head.
and as a consequence of that some sort of surge goes throughif we have some form of sunset provision, insurance
the power system, the consumer could be the one who is @dmpanies, which are not known for their munificence, are
the losing end. liable to see that as a point of leverage or a fulcrum whereby
The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: My advice is that we cannot they can put the screws on the State in respect of ensuring
contemplate a set of circumstances where a decision t@at no-one would give is us insurance except and unless it
dispatch would actually cause a surge. On my advice, that igzas on the most favourable terms to them.

an operational type of matter. I am not an engir'leer. or an | may be wrong, but when | consider that, along with my
expert in these areas, but if the power is surging it is &gjleagues | will be supporting the Government’s position on
decision or function of the operation of that electricity thjs, that is one of the elements which exercises my mind
business. Itis not a decision caused by NEMMCO's sayingegnsiderably: if we have some mechanism in the current Bill
You shall be dispatched as part of the national mgrket NOWhat might be in a sengeur encoager lesautresinsurance
and you now have the authority to generate electricity and seflompanies in respect of screwing us for all they can. | would

itinto the grid. o like the Treasurer to share with the Council his views on that
The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting: matter.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The honourable member
should stand to make those comments.

The Hon. J.F. STEFANI: It has occurred to me that, if
NEMMCO is not in a position to provide some sort of cover
through an insurance liability policy, there might be an

The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: There will be some pressure
points in the scheme proposed in this Bill, and the sort of
pressures which the honourable member has talked about and
which insurance companies might be able to bring to bear

; L ~will need to be considered. However, on the other hand, |
opportunity for the operators who are connecting into the gri

- . hink jurisdictions, and the Government in particular took the
which NEMMCO controls to provide some form of guaranteeview’ that unless we actually had a defined period there might

underlying a period of operation individually so that '[herebe an incentive for those who want to see this degree of

might be a fall-back position. | wondered whether thISimmunity continue forever just to forestall decision making.

process or suggestion is being considered. Simply put, an R
example of that would be that New South Wales, which will The Hon. T. Crothers interjecting: .
be contributing a major proportion of the power for sale The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: | understand, and | am not taking
through the NEMMCO operation or through the NEMMCO the h_onourat_JIe mem_bers cpmme_nts in a negative way at all:
network, may be in a position to provide a guarantee for @M just saying that itis a difficultissue. | understand those
period of, say, 12 months, to a limit of $5 million. South Pressures that he is highlighting. | am just highlighting to him
Australia, which is supplying or selling power through thethat on the other hand there are these oth(?r pressures. If we
NEMMCO network at a lesser rate—that is, ETSA or Optimad© not stipulate a specific period and say ‘That's it," at the
Energy—might be able to provide guarantee of $2 million €nd of tha} perloql NEMMCO will be liable for neghge_nt acts
so you have a proportionate, collective base of guarantees tifd that immunity will be removed, you do not give the
are the basis for the protection of liability for the operationP€0ple within the system—the insurers, the jurisdictions and
of NEMMCO for six or 12 months. My suggestion would be others—_th(_a_mcentn_/e to work out a scheme, perhaps with a
that there could be a negotiated position on those bases whé@P on liability that is acceptable to a world wide insurance
underlying guarantees were provided by the operators feedigfouP of companies which provides a level of insurance for
into the network of NEMMCO control or administration. the operations of NEMMCO. So, as with all these things
Those guarantees will have a limit; they will be limited to anthere is a bit of a balancing act, and we will have to try to
assessed position, and they will also have a limited life. resolve those issues as best we can over the next 12 months.
The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: | thank the honourable member ~ The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: The Treasurer indicated
for his suggestion. Certainly, that suggestion and a wholéarlier that the directors of NEMMCO were, not unsur-
range of others will be the subject of quite intensive workprisingly, reluctant to accept liability for any damage claims
over the next period of up to 12 months for which we havethat might be made against them. What is the capital base of
made allowance. The question in relation to that would be tNEMMCO and who are the owners of NEMMCO who might
try to get agreement from all jurisdictions to participate inultimately be responsible, apart from the directors, should
such a scheme. Without wishing to place on the public recorthere be a claim against NEMMCO?
the views of individual jurisdictions or people involved in  The Hon. R.l. LUCAS: Ultimately, NEMMCO, as | think
this, | indicated earlier that some within this total debate havéhe Hon. Terry Cameron and others have resolved, is a
a view at the other end of the extreme, namely, that this sodreature of the jurisdiction. Ultimately, in terms of legal
of transitional arrangement of no liability for negligent actsaction, if it is allowable, it is the various and respective State
ought to continue forever. That is not a view that Southand Territory Governments. Ultimately, that does not mean
Australia shared. People with those views may well not béhe Governments but the taxpayers. The mums and dads are
attracted to the sort of scheme that the honourable memb#re ones who will be held responsible. In terms of the initial
has suggested, but that option, together with a range of otherspital base of NEMMCO, | would have to check for you.
could possibly be explored over the coming period as we trriginally it started off with a base of around $10 million, but
to resolve what is a very difficult issue. | expectitis a little higher than that now.
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The Hon. P. Holloway: Are we equal partners with the under this legislation that producer would not be entitled to
other States? rightful compensation.

The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: There is no liability or sharing The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: | have considered advice from
of responsibilities. There is not a problem. After that it is inmy left but my advisers are not technical experts. If the
proportion to our shareholding, which is outlined in thecircumstances that the honourable member outlined are
articles of association of NEMMCO. We do not have a copycorrect—I do not know and | would need to seek technical
of the NEMMCO articles of association here with us at theadvice—then I thank him for his support of this provision in
moment. Although we have a fair idea of what it might be,the legislation which will cater for that.
| am reluctant to put that on the record until we are in a The Hon. SANDRA KANCK: We have now spent some
position to check it. | am happy to check it for the honourableime on this one clause. This is indicative of the level of
member and convey that information to him and his colleaguéoncern we have about a piece of legislation that is being
in the Lower House before it is next debated. rushed through the Parliament. We have not had the oppor-

The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: Was it ever a considered tunity to consult on it. | would have liked to have time to
position for the States and the Commonwealth, with th&onsultwith the end users of electricity, particularly some of
exclusion of Tasmania, to consider self insurance? States di€ larger ones, to find out what their view is on the sort of
it within their own State, for example, with the forest areas 8x@mple that the Hon. Ron Roberts has given. We are being
where they take responsibility for the first six months? If not,denied that opportunity. We are being denied that opportuni-

does it not show a lack of confidence in the systems being s&f All'l can say is that | hope that with reference to future
up? pieces of legislation the Government is taking notice of the

The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: Yes, it was contemplated, which level of concern, because democracy is not well served when

is why this has been constructed. Self insurance means th|§9'5|at'on IS d_ealt W'.th in this way. .
The Committee divided on the clause:

the mums and dads of South Australia ultimately have to pay

for it. The State of South Australia is showing a good degree Crothers. T AYES (lSE)avis L H
of sensible prudence in relation to how we operate as part of Hollowa ’ P LaidIaW .D V
the national electricity market. Certainly, from the Govern- Lawsony’R .D Lucas R I (feller)
ment’s viewpoint, what we have sought to do in not only the Redford’ A. J' Rober’ts ‘R‘ R
decisions regarding the national market but also regarding the Roberts,T' G' Schaefér C V
sale of ETSA and Optima is to try to reduce the extent of Stefani J .F ) Weatherifl G )
exposure to the taxpayers of South Australia. The answer to Zollo C T T
the honourable member’s question is ‘Yes'. It was contem- T NOES (5)
plated but, in the end, the reasons it was not proceeded with Cameron. T. G Elliott. M. J
are the reasons | have outlined. o U e
Gilfillan, I. Kanck, S. M.

The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS: | wish to make a short
contribution because | was asked to do so by the Hon Sandra Xenophon, N. (t?:lf&(s)
Kanck. | do not want to take up too much time but the .
Treasurer made a comment that he could not contemplate a _ Majority of 8 for the Ayes.
set of circumstances where a major consumer might wantto Cause thus passed. _
sue NEMMCO. BHAS is a major user of electricity in the ~ R€maining clauses (13 and 14) and title passed.
electrolysis production of zinc and lead. If there was a Bill read a third time and passed.
circumstance where ETSA through a switching arrangement
was to supply 66 kv on to a 33 kv line and ruin the rectifiers ADDRESS IN REPLY
in the zinc plant and shut down the zinc furnace and the
whole smelter because it supplied the wrong electricity,
obviously BHAS would be looking for compensation from

ETSA because it was ETSA' fault. The Hon. J.F. STEFANI: Itis with pleasure that | second

If there was a major mishap on the Federal grid andhe motion for the adoption of the Address in Reply. In so
electricity was not supplied to BHAS because of suchdoing | would like to thank His Excellency the Governor of
decisions and ETSA did not dispatch electricity becausg&outh Australia, Sir Eric Neal, for his speech opening the
NEMMCO made the decision not to do it, we would have thesecond session of the Forty-Ninth Parliament. | take this
same situation where the major producer goes down and 7@pportunity to pay tribute to His Excellency and Lady Neal
people are unemployed. BHAS Pasminco then sues ETSfyr the way in which they discharge their vice-regal duties
which says, ‘This is not my fault.’ It has been my experienceand attend the many community functions, giving freely of
with insurance that no-one wants to take responsibility—theyheir time in the service of the people of our State.
allwant to pass it on to the next one. ETSA would say, ‘No,  Today, | wish to speak about some of the Government’s
it is not our fault, it was NEMMCO's decision.” They may initiatives in dealing with the State debt and the initiatives
then be able to prove that that was the decision and thgat are being taken to address the unemployment problems
ultimate result of the legislation that we are about to pass igced by many South Australians, particularly our young
that, even if the case is then proved, there is no compensatigieople. South Australia is a State in transition. Like any other
for Pasminco BHAS. By way of quick example, that is theorganisation, it is going through rapid changes which create
circumstance that would lead to a major producer suing mix of exciting prospects and projects, but at the same time
NEMMCO. the community will also bear some restructuring pain.

I do not want to go over the argument of whether itis right  For too long this State has operated with a huge debt
or wrong, but in my view that is an accurate assessment dfurden which has had a great impact on our capacity to invest
where a major producer could sue NEMMCO. However,in our future. Our current interest payments, which are

Adjourned debate on motion for adoption.
(Continued from 28 October. Page 60.)
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running at about $2 million a day, absorb much of ourtivity in order to keep pace with the expected future tariff
finances that are normally applied to stimulate the economygduction. Almost half of its $275 million invested in the
create job opportunities and invest in essential health anBlizabeth plant went into the installation of 130 new robots
education infrastructure and services. in the body shop, to more than double the production of body

Since coming into office the Liberal Government has beertonstructions achieved through automation. A major focus
endeavouring to rectify this position by selling some of ourof attention at the Elizabeth plant was the press shop, which
State assets in an effort to achieve a greater debt reducti@required to produce more than 240 different body panels,
and therefore reduce our commitment to interest paymentand which has been upgraded and rationalised.

In addition, the Government has been active in outsourcing Sputh Australia is one of the most important wine-growing
some of its functions in an effort to reduce ongoing operatingegions in Australia. The wine industry is worth $2 billion to
costs and to increase efficiency. the Australian economy, with around $700 million generated
During the past four years, the Government has strongl, export earnings, more than two-thirds of which are
supported strategies to attract a range of new businesses agjghorted wines from South Australia. As a State, we also
back office telecentres, including Bankers Trust and thgyroduce a major proportion of the national wine production.
Westpac National Mortgage Processing Centre whiclsouth Australia can firmly lay claim to a position on the
currently employs almost 1 500 people. The current progranhternational wine map and on the bottle shop shelves of the
of the Government is to achieve further substantial deb&voﬂd with wines from the Coonawarra, Barossa Va||eyl
reduction through the sale of ETSA and Optima Energyclare Valley, Adelaide Hills, Langhorne Creek, Padthaway
reducing the risk of ownership and the substantial capitadnd McLaren Vale all achieving international recognition as
costs associated with the replacement of our ageing pow@keas well known for premium wine production.
generation facilities. _ _ But the Riverland district along the Murray River,
The Government's objectives are substantially driven by, aan the tiny towns of Kingston and Renmark, is con-
the need to provide additional funds which would be savedjjereq to be the backbone of South Australia’s and Aust-
through much lower interest payments on our reduced deb, jiz:s hyrgeoning wine industry, providing the nation with
The net gains to be achieved through the sale of ETSA angi ot 5 quarter of its wine needs. Long regarded as little

Optima Energy have been i.dent.ified in the Auditor-General'g, e than the cheap volume player of the Australian wine
'Izeptortl,. Wi?'Chti‘ivas ttablsdl Itn this plzqf I?sttTueSQay. Soutlqustry, the Riverland contains some old sleeping giants now
ustralia has the potential to expand Its 1ast growing Expory e rging as significant and dynamic players in the export

segto_rsf sucht_as nianiifacltunng, ggnciilture, mlnlnglt, serwcqgine market. Industry data indicates that production from the
and information technology, education, aquacultureé angjerand will jump by 32 per cent in five years, from

tou;\ism.st t dto attract ter busi . ‘ 218 605 tonnes of grapes in 1996, to 290 000 tonnes (almost
S astale we need 1o attract greater business INVESIMERR \jion cases) for the vintage in the year 2001.

and we need to support major companies in achieving their . o . .
Extensive capital investment in new vineyards has seen

goals. The South Australian car industry has emerged frorH 300 hect ¢ . ds planted lanted si
the last round of investment more efficient, with two new \ectares of new vineyards planted or replanted since
93, lifting the total area under vine in the Riverland to

export orientated car assembly plants producing exceptional -
coi)npetitive vehicles in des>i/gpn, quglity anogll pricep. The@Imost 13 400 hectares, which represents 17 per cent of the
$1.1 billion expenditure by GMH and Mitsubishi over the national vineyard plantings. Australia has 914 vineyards,
past two years has greatly improved the industry’s mediur\%8 000 hectares under vine, and an annual production of
term prospects in South Australia. The investment and ne 85 000 tonnes of grapes, produplng 606 million litres of
models have also improved job prospects—although it shoul§in€: Of which more than half is sourced from South
be said that, in these days of constantly improving productivi£:ustralia, with the Riverland being the largest supplier.
ty, ]Ob prospects are as much about maintaining emp|oyee South Australia’s resource sector has both enjoyed and
numbers as taking on new staff. endured a year of successes and disappointments. South
GMH has expended much of its $600 million CommodoreAustralia has firmly established itself on the international
budget on refurbishing its Elizabeth facilities, which areresource map with a number of gold finds—most notably the
a|ready considered to be amongst the best small V0|un'@ha”enger and Ti.lni(l"la erOSItS. Santos Ltd has discovered
production plants in the world operated by General Motorshumerous new oil fields in the Cooper Basin, and Western
On the other hand, Mitsubishi Motors Australia has devotedining Corporation Ltd is nearing completion of its
much of its recent spending to its engine plant, which now$1.4 billion expansion project at Olympic Dam. The year
produces the most advanced engine in Australia. The decisig1ead should be equally interesting, with plans to reopen two
taken by the Commonwealth Government to defer tariffdeposits and the likely development of a new gold mine,
reductions for the time being should further assist outncluding further intensive exploration.
industry in securing important export markets and achieve The vast desert sands and blue saltbush terrain of Outback
production efficiencies. Mitsubishi has already achievedSouth Australia has begun to reveal its secrets, with exciting
some impressive results with its Magna range. However, thgold and base metal finds in the Gawler-Craton area. Just
company will be required to capture a greater share of th&2 months ago very few investors would have heard of the
market to recoup some of its $550 million invested in itsGawler-Craton or some of the 130 companies which are now
engine plant at Lonsdale. The collection of awards gained bgperating and have a stake in South Australia predominantly
the Magna vehicles in Australia—which has the most opelin this area. Meanwhile, the South Australian mineral sector
market of any country with a mature car manufacturingshould see the opening of a new gold mine in its high grade
base—would suggest that off-shore acceptance of the car withallenger deposit north of Tarcoola in the heart of the
justify the investment made by Mitsubishi. Gawler-Craton. New technologies and approaches to
GMH is endeavouring to achieve success in the expomxploration have been employed to achieve further discover-
market by improvements in economies of scale and produges.
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Tourism is Australia’s biggest export industry. The understanding for the families and young people experiencing
prospect for its continued growth will place this industry the hardships of unemployment. In dealing with the unem-
amongst the best economic opportunities for South Australigoloyment problem it is imperative for the Government to give
Recognising South Australia’s great tourism potential, thehe highest priority to creating long-term job opportunities by
Government recently launched a new tourism plan based amorking in partnership with the private sector and the
this State’s best kept secrets. The corporate plan aims tmmmunity as a whole to achieve considerable improvement
support the key economic, environmental and social outin employment prospects for our young people.
comes of our tourism industry and the Government's Finally, in this context | believe that it is crucial for the
objectives through increasing export to South Australia byparliament to consider carefully the critical debt reduction
attracting interstate and international ViSitOfS, increasing thﬂ]easures in the Government’s current |egis|ati\/e program as
wealth of South Australia by attracting investment andoytlined in the speech delivered by His Excellency the
developing strategic assets, increasing job opportunitiegovernor at the opening of Parliament. It is true to say that
across a range of skills and across all regions, and retaininge collective decision of the Parliament will affect the future

people and money by attracting intrastate visitors. of our State and its people. | second the motion for the
An analysis of our current position indicates that many ofadoption of the Address in Reply.

our ingredients for success are in place. There is significant

consumer recognition of our wine industry. Adelaide is  The Hon. CARMEL ZOLLO: | rise to speak to the
recognised as a city which offers great quality of life, unspoiltadoption of the Address in Reply and to join others in
natural surroundings and a striking colonial heritage. As @ongratulating His Excellency on opening this Second
State we offer a good range of experiences, and Visitor§ession of the Forty-Ninth Parliament of South Australia. |
express great satisfaction following their stay in Southagain express my condolences at the passing of former
Australia. South Australia can build a profitable and sustainpeputy Premier and Labor Party stalwart Jack Wright to his
able tourism industry by taking advantage of the currenyife Norma, son Michael Wright and family.

trends in tourism. I was pleased to hear the Government'’s recent announce-

The State is targeting an overall increase in the value Ortnent, now confirmed in the Governor's speech, that we will

tourism from $1.8 billion to $2.4 billion in real terms by the ;

S . ..~ not have totally deregulated shopping hours but that a
year 2000. By achieving th.'$ goal we ha}ve the.opportumty tQ:ompromise suitable to most parties is likely to be arrived at
create around 10 000 additional direct jobs within the Souttih South Australia. | look forward to seeing the detail in

Australian economy. The Government has expresseflqiqiation, | believe that total deregulation is supported only
confidence in the role that tourism can play in revitalising ourby the big retailers and would be to the detriment of the
Etatt?]s efonpmy, 'ar;d V\t’e WtI” conrt]llnue to su.?.portlthe etffort%ajority of small businesses and the workers in the industry.

yt € founsm industry to achieve positive 1ong-terMryare would be little benefitin the long run for the majority
outcomes. of shoppers.

The major investment in infrastructure at the Adelaide c lar belief S dith
Airport to extend the runway is an excellent example of the Contrary to popular beliefs, most major cities around the
orld impose some sort of regulations on shopping hours.

Liberal Government support to accomplish major benefits fo . '
bp P ) Jgowever, | was amused to read in tAévertiserthat the

the export and tourism industries in South Australia. Th . . . -

completion of the $48 million runway extension will ~remier believed that the compromise on shopping hours was

dramatically improve export and tourism options for our€cessary because anything else would not have been
; approved by this Chamber. I know of at least two of his own

markets in Asia and other regions. The State Government [9€mbers in the other place who would have been ready to
working to treble the value of South Australia’s primary C"0SS the floor on this issue.
products exported to other countries, and by the year 2010 | was also pleased to read in the media that members
aims to achieve an export value of $15 billion. The export ofopposite are likely to have a say in the election of their
South Australian manufactured food and beverages has begarliamentary leaders in the other place and therefore a say
growing steadily at the rate of 11 per cent per annum, anth Who becomes Premier and Deputy Premier of the State. Of
companies operating in this sector employ approximatelgourse, we on this side of the House have been doing that for
17 000 peop]e_ For examp|e, rock lobster exports earn o@& |Ong time, after all Parliament consists of two Houses, as
State more than $70 million per annum, and the unique tunkiberal Democrats have always espoused. So, it does make
farming industry at Port Lincoln generates increasing exporgense that all members of Parliament should elect their
income from the Japanese sashimi market. respective leaders. Welcome to the twentieth century if it
Over the past four years the Liberal Government hagoes ahead. | say ‘if’ because, as some of the longer serving
worked hard to achieve growth in overall employment bymembers opposite are well aware, issues such as these go
attracting new major employers to South Australia and bypack to the Liberal Movement days of a whole generation
supporting existing businesses to create new job opportunitiégo-
through programs such as KickStart, Regional Labour Despite the continuing loss of jobs and with unemploy-
Exchanges, IT Skill Advantage and other special employmennent levels still around the 10 per cent mark, what did we get
initiatives, including the Small Business Employee Incentiven this week’'sAdvertise? Further stories about the Liberal
Scheme and the State Government Entry Level Trainingarty leadership—and this was only a few days after the
Scheme and youth training schemes. The Governmesb-called ‘Port Pirie love-in’. No doubt members opposite
acknowledges that much more needs to be achieved to reduedl claim that this is another media beat-up but, regrettably,
the high level of unemployment in our State. we all know how real and deep the Liberal Party divisions
As a member of Parliament who at the age of six experiare. We clearly saw those divisions manifest themselves over
enced family hardships through the 42 month internment othe recent contamination of our water supply reservoirs.
my late father during the war, | share great empathy with an®uring the parliamentary recess we also saw a reshuffle of
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the Government’s ministry following the belated departureof voting in the United States and how important it is for us
of Minister Ingerson. not to end up with a similar system.

We all accept that year 2000 compliance is a very The visitors confirmed many of the assertions | had
important problem that needs to be addressed. Following thereviously made, in particular that you do not make anyone’s
number of questions | raised in the last session Ministegatabase or get lobbied unless you register with a Party to
Matthew, before the reshuffle, offered me a briefing on thestart with. Voluntary voting simply serves to disenfranchise
year 2000 date problem, which | was pleased to take up. | wilhillions of people in the United States. The visitors thought
continue to monitor this very important issue, which couldit was ludicrous that we wanted to move to a voluntary voting
have some enormous economic and social repercussions fgfstem given their own experiences. It would be remiss of me
both the Government and the private sector. The Governorigot to mention in some detail the biggest political event
speech indicated that the Government introduced Australiaiguring our break: the Federal election.
first dedicated State Minister for Disabilities, and now the  Tne Liperal Party won with a much reduced majority,

first dedicated Minister with responsibility for year 2000 eyen though the majority of the people of Australia voted for
compliance. | am glad to see that Minister Lawson has beeghe | abor Party on a two-Party preferred basis. However, |
given more about which to be proactive than just the importyo bt whether the Liberal Party will have the same pangs of
ant single issue of disability services. We are all, of courseyyjit that the Bannon Labor Government did in South

respectful of the Governor, but it was hard not to smile wherhstralia in 1989 and install a boundaries commission which

it was also announced that there would be a dedicategqiq review all electoral boundaries after every election, so

ministry with a use-by date of just over 12 months from nowas 10 try to ensure that the Party receiving the majority of
If the Minister were doing his job properly, his role would yotes also won a majority of seats. Most political analysts

start to wind down well before that date, anyway. Whilst | 3gree that the Labor heartland came back to us, but we did
accept that this is important, it is no more onerous than manyot win the crucial marginal seats.

other tasks overseen by Ministers. If EDS and the Govern-
ment as a whole had devoted more time and resources to tg;
issue, they would by now have been well on the way toyi
identifying and resolving the problem areas. | continue to,

remain poncerped at the Iacl'< of sul.)stantllve Ie.g'SIat'Ogmall way in the Kingston campaign and naturally am pleased
addressing the issue of protection of privacy in the |nformaihat David Cox won his seat. David is an articulate, compe-

tion te_chnology area. | am keeping an eyeon the model_ th%nt and compassionate man who will serve the electorate of
Victoria hopes to implement—a move which the Victorian Kingston well and | congratulate him on his victory.

Parliament i ntemplatin to the lack of tantiv . )
arliament is contemplating due to the lack of substantive The other candidate with whom | had some contact was

Federal Government initiatives in this area. eoff Buckland, who stood for the electorate of Grey. With

Towards the end of the last session the Governmerﬁ1 icd urn | th onal i dth
announced a ministerial group to look into prostitution in this' ¢ €CONOMIC downturn in northerm regional centreés and the

State. In the past we have had a litany of private memberineven swings, it was a hard struggle. Geoff worked very

The Labor Party ran a good, clean campaign and had
cellent candidates who worked hard, and it was very
sappointing when we narrowly failed to win Makin,

delaide and Hindmarsh. | was personally involved in a

Bills rather than treating it as the serious business of th ard and .travelled the huge electorate extensively. Helis a
Government of the day. | personally do not believe in_ocal and is well-known and respected. He has been actively

legalising an industry which demeans women. My researcHW.OI\/ed in bettering the lives of many workers through his

has revealed problems in the policing of existing laws, lack!MoN: the AWU. | wish Geoff Buckland well in his future

of serious control in the advertising of services and inequa”gandeavours.

ties in the handling of both the client and the provider. Nonetheless, some good bipartisan news came out of the
Whatever the outcome, | commend this Government foFederal election—the demise of One Nation. We still need
having at least taken the initiative to address the social issU@ address the issues which led some 10 per cent or so of
by Parliament as a whole. people tc_) vc_>te for this Party, but excludmg sections of our

| also commend the Government for its continuation of the€Ommunity is not the way forward. The existence of a large
program to promote and encourage cervical and breast cand#mber of people in this country who wish to acknowledge
screening programs. Yesterday | attended a breast screeni@igd celebrate their diverse cultural backgrounds is something
awareness forum in the Italian community and, like everyondV€ should celebrate, not hide.
in our society, | recognise the importance of such initiatives. | had reason to travel to Melbourne last week with my
The forum was sponsored by Women’s Health Statewideparliamentary committee and took the opportunity to observe
BreastScreen and the Anti-Cancer Foundation of SoutRow the Italian community of Victoria celebrates its Italian
Australia. heritage. Lygon Street in Melbourne was alive with music,

I am concerned, however, to hear that we are to have ®0d and people enjoying the atmosphere and entertainment
fifth attempt to abolish voluntary voting—this time by on offer.
default, again—by not fining people who do not vote. Agood  One thing that disappoints me, and is usually highlighted
analogy would be that speed limits will remain in force butat election time, is that parliamentarians are portrayed as one
people will not be fined. Whilst it would be true that most of the least respected groups in society. It would be nice to
responsible people would obey the limits for safety, therde able occasionally to read more balanced reporting on the
would be a minority that would need the fine deterrent taole of politicians in our democratic system of government
comply with the law. In the past two weeks | have had theand our conditions of service. Why are politicians’ conditions
pleasure of meeting a very charming couple visiting fromof employment always described as ‘perks’, for example, but
Sacramento in the United States. Both are retired teachers, salary package’ elsewhere in society? One is often made
still active in their community and very politically aware. | to feel a sense of shame for being elected to Parliament,
and many of my colleagues, including the Hon. Nickrather than experiencing the honour and privilege of repre-
Xenophon, have made comparisons with the voluntary systesenting the interests of our fellow South Australians.
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I am not suggesting that we are not reasonably paiGovernment which announced a $100 million rescue
compared with many in our society. We are, and we areampaign to help relieve the suffering and hardship in the
highly scrutinised—and so we should be. We are servants @ommunity. With the return of the Howard Coalition
the public and are also expected to provide leadership, butGovernment, it appears that we will get the GST that the
find it interesting that no comparisons are ever made with thenajority of people voted against.
corporate sector and the very generous packages offered to Despite the usual rhetoric that the Labor Party ran a scare
executives. In some cases, the corporate sector seems to offampaign on the GST, more and more impartial observers are
packages which could only be described as immoral comrow indicating that the modelling used by Treasury, no doubt
pared to the rest of the community. In some cases, we aw@ the behest of their political masters, underestimated by a
talking of packages of more than $2 million or $3 million a very large margin the impact of a GST on people with fixed
year. It seems that these packages are paid on the basisarflow incomes, yet the greatest tax cuts, if they are ever
achieving maximum profits, minimising tax and employingdelivered, will go to the high income earners.
the least number of people. There are some very important issues facing the State, not

The generosity of executive packages, including those fathe least addressing our chronically high unemployment rate.
senior State, Federal and local government public servanss a member of the Opposition in this Chamber, | do not
(now usually on short-term contracts, like many politicians) believe the right way is to continue to sell the State’s assets.
affects the services that the public receives and the prices paitbok forward to a productive year and what appears to be a
for goods and services by consumers. It can be something asry busy and long session, which | hope will be of benefit
simple and annoying as having to queue up for 20 minutes ttw the South Australian community. | also thank His Excel-
be assisted by a teller at a bank across the road. Whendncy the Governor for his contribution.
recently complained, | was told that the matter could only be
taken up in writing with senior management. Needless to say, The Hon. R.R. ROBERTSsecured the adjournment of
| and the long queue behind me were not very impressedhe debate.

This is not an uncommon occurrence, and the same story
could be repeated in many large institutions in Australia, MEMBER'S REMARKS

including the closure of many regional offices and branches. .
Another example of the lack of personal service is the 1ne Hon. A.J. REDFORD: | seek leave to make a

length of time one needs to wait at the end of a telephone linBersonal explanation on the subject of comments made this
whilst various instructions are relayed by a Computer_afternoon by the member for Ross Smith in another place.

generated voice and, right at the very end, the one you want Leave granted.

is finally offered. Such initiatives enable fewer ground staff | e Hon. A.J. REDFORD: In another place today, the

to be employed and bigger packages at the top end. | belieyBember for Ross Smith, Mr Ralph Clarke, said:

that a whole section of our community is totally unable to, | understand that only three weeks ago, at an award presentation

; ; r winners of the South-East tourism awards, the Hon. Angus
access telephone or computer services for this reaso edford and the new Federal member for Barker (Mr Secker) were

especially those from non-English speaking backgrounds. 4  taple of prominent Mount Gambier businessmen, but what were
We have before this House legislation in relation to ETSAthey doing?

to which | have already spoken. The Government hagrther he said:

continued on its economic path of privatisation at all costs, Th .
but I note from the Governor’s speech that this now could b ey were bagging the member for Gordon and the member for

X P ! ®acKillop and saying how terrible those two persons were in acting
achieved by way of trade sale, long-term lease or public floaks Independents in this place; how they were an absolute pain in the
The need to closely scrutinise the benefits of keeping publibutt with respect to the Liberal Government; and that they were
utilities and the social costs of privatisation have been totally'seless. That was the sum total of their contribution.
abandoned. The fact that many publicly owned businesses arérst, the award presentations, in fact, did not occur three
run very efficiently and make large profits which benefit theweeks ago: they occurred last Sunday. Present at the table at
whole community and also pay dividends to Government isvhich | was seated was the newly elected member for Barker
ignored for obvious political expediency. (Mr Patrick Secker); Mr Graham Gilbertson (the Executive

The Premier's comments earlier this month that he wantBirector of Channel 8) and his wife; Mr Eric Roughana (who
this State debt free at the end of this parliamentary term is on the board of Channel 8); Mrs Rosemary McCourt (who
economic irresponsibility in terms of the social costsis a judge of the Tourism SE awards); Mr David Hood
involved. Just what does he plan to sell off next beside the ligfMayor of Naracoorte and Chair of SELGA—and incidental-
we already know of? ly my cousin); and Mrs Annette Balnaves (Chair of Tourism

The concerns of some Coalition Federal members oBouth-East).
Parliament over the sale of the remaining balance of Telstra |acknowledge that | did make some comments about the
proved an interesting issue to watch during the Federahember for Gordon that were critical in the context of some
campaign. Given the tighter numbers in the new Federadritical comments that he had made about this Government
Parliament, | doubt very much whether the sale of than comparing it with a Government of the 1930s. | also
remaining part of Telstra will proceed at this stage and, ofeferred to the fact that much of his criticism in the past
course, the people of Tasmania also sent a very clear messagemonths had been ill-informed and often gratuitous, and
to their State Government concerning the privatisation ofvas less than helpful for the people of the South-East.
their hydro-electric utility. It seems that this Government just However, | made no criticism of the member for
does not want to know that core services belong to the wholsacKillop, for whom, | have the highest regard. He was
community and are not for Governments to dispose of in anglected as an Independent Liberal with probably three issues
way and at any price. The recent gas crisis in Victoriaseparate from that which the Government headed. | have
demonstrated that, at the end of the day (even if it was always acknowledged his right and entitlement to pursue
private utility running the gas supply), it was the Federalthose issues, as the Hon. Terry Roberts would acknowledge.
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Although | would not usually respond to anything that ADJOURNMENT
Mr Hanna says, | must go on the record to respond to his
remark that | call myself a thinking conservative. | have never At 5.56 p.m. the Council adjourned until Tuesday
called myself that and | do not know where he got that from3 November at 2.15 p.m.



