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The PRESIDENT: Order! Every honourable member will
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL have the chance to ask a question.

The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: As Attorney-General, | have
respected the position. | suppose that one could have thrown
convention to the winds and dumped barrowloads of evidence
from the Wiese inquiry in the Parliament. | do not do
business that way. That inquiry set a good precedent. It was

LEGISLATIVE REVIEW COMMITTEE structured in much the same way as the Cramond inquiry.
That sort of material is not normally tabled. Mr Cramond
The Hon. L.H. DAVIS: | lay upon the table the evidence was independent: he made his own decisions about what

of the committee on the review of the Enfield Cemeteryshould or should not be included. He obviously made up his
Trust. own mind in relation to the conclusions—that is obvious from

the report. | do not intend to ask him to release any more
The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: | lay upon the table the sixth material, and as Attorney-General | do not intend to release
report of the committee 1998-99 and move: it.
That the report be read.

Motion carried.

Wednesday 10 February 1999

The PRESIDENT (Hon. J.C. Irwin) took the Chair at
2.15 p.m. and read prayers.

ELECTRICITY, PRIVATISATION

The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: | seek leave to make a brief

The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: | lay upon the table the explanation before asking the Treasurer about electricity

seventh report 1998-99 of the committee.

supply.
Leave granted.
QUESTION TIME The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: On 5 February, the Treasur-
er announced that National Power is to build a 500 megawatt
CRAMOND REPORT $400 million gas-fired power plant at Pelican Point. In

. . winning the right to build the station, National Power also
The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: | seek leave to make a brief yttered 1o accept at most a 20 month limited retail contract
explanation before asking the Attorney-General a questiog,. g megawatts of its 500 megawatt capacity against a
ab?_‘g;\t‘:;;?{g%nd report. facility life of 25 years.” My questions are:
: ] 1. Will the Treasurer provide full details—I say, ‘full
The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY:  The Cramond report jetails'of the contract between National Power and the

contai_ns only two written submissions_in its appen_dix, lDOthSou'[h Australian Government in relation to the Pelican Point
of which are from the Opposition. Evidence not included

ists of | evid . by the f P ’ thgower station?
consists of oral evidence given Dy the former Fremier, 2. What impact will the National Power proposal and the
former Treasurer and the former Minister for Information

vesting contract have on the viability of the former Optima

. nergy power generators, particularly Torrens Island; and
form_er Premier and the former Treasurer gave ‘?‘"dence to trWlll the Treasurer release details of any studies that have been
inquiry that they had expressed in Cabinet their reservationg, yartaken on this matter?
g?g#ﬁéhr,i ﬁzﬂliﬁgggn%?ﬁr t;) :\gggr?éaﬁgfoﬁgrﬁﬂig;]et?]gw 3. Will the Treasurer also explain how augmentation of
believed ‘might create |eg allv enforceable obligations.” Ythe gas pipeline and augmentation of the transmission system

Mr Cramc?nd said he agccey ted the evidencegof Mr B.rownto Pelican Point will be funded and by whom?
P The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: | think the Labor Party is a little

and Mr Baker. My guestion is: will the Attorney now call on divided at the moment on a number of issues, not the least

Mr Cramond to release evidence to the Motorola ianirybein what its response to Pelican Point might be in terms of
provided by three Liberal Ministers, given that the report 9 P 9

includes in the appendix only the written submissions of théhe capacity needs— S
Opposition witnesses, so that there can be a full and open 1n€ Hon. P. Holloway interjecting: _
examination of the evidence before the Cramond inquiry? , 1he Hon. R.I. LUCAS: Absolutely! Are you in favour
The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: The short answer is ‘No’. O it? o
Members interjecting: The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting: .
The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: | do not know why only the The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: Do you support it?
Opposition’s submissions were released. | suspect thatitwas The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting:
because only the Opposition has alleged a conspiracy. No The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: We are not divided at all.

other members have alleged it. Members interjecting:
Members interjecting: The PRESIDENT: Order! | think that is enough toing-
The PRESIDENT: Order! and-froing.

The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: | think we are on a slippery An honourable member interjecting:
slide down if we start to require the production of evidence. The Hon. A.J. Redford: Don’t you worry about that.
I remind the honourable member that in the Wiese inquiry th&evin and Patrick sorted that out when they went crabbing!
transcripts of evidence were not released by Mr Worthington The Hon. R.l. LUCAS: We don’t know what they sorted

or the Government of the day. out when they went crabbing! | understand that is not what
The Hon. T.G. Cameron: Did you complain about that they were talking about, as | am reliably informed. However,

fact at that time? I will not be diverted. There will be other opportunities to talk
The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: No, | didn’t. |— about what Patrick and Kevin were up to when they went

Members interjecting: crabbing over Christmas.
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In relation to the Pelican Point Power Station, theare trying to compete in this marketplace, by placing them at
exchange across the floor has indicated that not only does thalisadvantage compared to the other electricity businesses.
Deputy Leader of the Labor Party in this Chamber notwWhat other businesses are forced by the shadow Minister for
understand what his position is but also that the Labor Partlfinance, or a Labor Party, to table all their confidential,
as a whole really has no policy in relation to the futurecommercial, vesting contract arrangements to its competitors?
capacity needs for South Australia. The Government hashey would be aware of the Government generators’
made quite clear what its position is: that is, that the only waycommercial position.
of guaranteeing extra capacity by the end of next year was lItis clearly part of a strategy from the Hon. Mr Holloway
first through generation, and after that we are prepared tand Mr Foley to continue to weaken the position of Govern-
support either further transmission or generation in anent owned businesses in South Australia operating in this
competitive market. market so that they are unable to compete in this national

To be fair to the Hon. Mr Xenophon and others of amarket and therefore will be able to attack the Government
similar view, they have a view that Riverlink ought to be built further down the track when all their commercial details have
first and then generation comes after that, but at least théyeen released to their competitors so that they could have a
have a view. The view about which the Hon. Mr Xenophonlook at their vesting contract arrangements.
has been roundly castigating the Labor Party for the last week Then, if they are undercut or underbid in the marketplace
is one that | can share with him, and that is no-one knows thbecause all their competitors know their vesting contract
Labor Party’s response to the capacity needs for futurarrangements, they will lose market share and profitability,
generation or transmission in South Australia. They werehe Hon. Mr Holloway, Mr Rann and Mr Foley will stand up
happy last month to jump up and down saying that the lighteind say, ‘This is terrible; these businesses should be managed
were going to go out last month when industry returned fronbetter.’ It is part of a conscious and deliberate campaign from
holidays in the third week of January and that we wouldMr Foley and Mr Rann using their mouthpiece in this
confront blackouts because of capacity problems, but they aghamber, the Hon. Mr Holloway, to try to undermine the
not prepared to enter the debate as to whether they suppdirtancial integrity of our Government businesses and South
extra generation or extra transmission, what sequence okustralian based businesses by revealing the commercial
indeed, whether they support it in any sequence atall.  vesting contract arrangements in this Chamber. As a South

At least on this issue of condemning the Labor Party forAustralian, | am ashamed that another South Australian such
its inability, first, to establish a policy position and, secondly,as Mr Holloway would stoop to such levels—
even to debate or discuss it, | join with the Hon. Mr  The Hon. L.H. Davis: Who owns Telstra shares.
Xenophon in condemning the Hon. Mr Holloway, Mr Foley ~ The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: Who owns Telstra shares—in
and others in the Labor Party for their unwillingness to enteterms of this issue. The honourable member should take the
the debate. politics out of the situation and at least start looking at the

The Government will table principal details of the important issues that confront our businesses—
contractual arrangements. | indicated that, | thought, in the The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting:
press release from which the Hon. Mr Holloway was quoting. The Hon. R.l. LUCAS: The questions were: ‘Would |
I do not have a copy with me, but | will check it. | am sure reveal the vesting contract arrangements? Would | reveal all
that it would be marginally deceitful and misleading of thethe details of the contract, including the commercially
Hon. Mr Holloway to ask that question if he did not at leastconfidential details of the contract that we have with National
signify that I, on behalf of the Government, had indicated thaPower?’ The honourable member cannot back away from his
it was prepared to table key details or a summary of thguestions now. He cannot redefine the questions now, having
contract and provide it to the Parliament as soon as it hackflected on the issue. Itis not the Government’s intention to
been produced. So, | will check my statements to see whethptace our businesses, be they Government owned or South
my recollection is correct, and | will certainly be very Australian private sector based businesses, at a competitive
disappointed in the Hon. Mr Holloway if he had not men-disadvantage in a cutthroat, national electricity market by
tioned that as part of his explanation. responding to those sorts of questions from the Hon. Mr

Clearly, the confidential, commercial arrangements of thédolloway. We have already indicated that we will produce
vesting contracts that we have with our existing Governmeré summary document of the contract. We indicated that on
generators are critical to their commercial operation as thethe day of the announcement, and that is in production at the
compete in the marketplace. Not only do they have tanoment and we will provide the detail.
compete with themselves but they have to compete with other The third issue raised by the honourable member is: ‘What
operators in the marketplace. analysis has been done of the impact on other Government

That, too, will be the position of National Power, in terms generators and, in particular, Optima?’ Again, work has been
of generating power, when it starts operating in the marketdone. Again, it is nonsensical to suggest that Optima, as a
place at the end of next year. | am disappointed that, in &overnment owned business trying to compete against the
commercial, cutthroat, financial electricity market that weprivate sector and other Government businesses, should
have, the shadow Minister for Finance would argue that theeveal, as asked by the honourable member, its risk manage-
commercial details of the vesting arrangements which allovment analysis and the analysis that it has done on the impact
competitive businesses—whether they be the Governmenf the establishment of any competitor, be it National Power
owned generators or now a private generator—ought to ber indeed any other competitor in the South Australian
publicly tabled so that all their competitors would be awaremarketplace.
of the vesting contract arrangements relating to their oper- What | can say is that there will be an impact. The
ations in the marketplace. Government was aware of that, and it gives the lie to the

What the Hon. Mr Holloway wants to do is place evenarguments that we have heard from some of the proponents
more pressure on the competitive position of our Governmerftom New South Wales, like Mr Duffy and Transgrid, thatin
generators and our South Australian generators, when thepme way the Government was trying to stop Riverlink to
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protect the sale value of our assets in South Australia. W&ptima but the Government generators that are competing
have said all along that, whether we have new generation avith the new private sector operators. We are not just talking
new transmission irrespective of where the extra capacitgbout National Power: Western Mining and BHP are talking
comes from, it will impact in some way on the sale value ofabout establishing a plant in Whyalla; and Boral has already
our generators, in particular, because they will be competingnnounced the establishment of a small peaking plant in the
in the same marketplace. We have to expect that, if a ne8outh-East. The real world is changing for the Hon. Mr
generator operating at 50 to 55 per cent efficiency comes irlolloway. It is nice to cling to the old arrangements where
competing with Torrens Island, which operates at 30 to 35 peyou had a Government-owned monopoly in the past which
cent efficiency, it has to have some impact on the positionyou were able to control, but that has now changed.
and it also has to have some impact on the value of the assets We cannot stop a new power plant. Even if the Govern-
that we have to sell. ment had not fast tracked this development in one respect, a

If the Government was trying to protect solely the assetew power plant of some capacity would still have gone
value of our assets, as alleged by Mr Duffy and the peoplahead because people were already looking at building new
from Transgrid, we would be attempting to stop (and we dayeneration capacity in South Australia. The real world is—
not have that power) any new generation and transmission in The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting:
South Australia and we would try to leave Optima in a The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: That is why the honourable
monopoly position, being able to dictate a price and keep thmmember asked the question. The answer is: first, let us make
asset values up in South Australia. We have said all along thatire that it is not the taxpayers of South Australia who have
we are interested in a competitive marketplace. We want tto provide the funding so that the Government owned
see competition for prices, contrary to the critics of thegenerators can compete—and that may involve tens of
Government, in relation to this, and to do that we have tamillions, if not hundreds of millions, of dollars of taxpayers’
have more capacity. We believe the only way to do it quicklymoney being spent on repowering, maintaining and upgrading
is for extra generation and, indeed, that is the path we hawaur existing generators. Secondly, even if the taxpayers’
gone down; and there may well be extra transmission anchoney is spent in that way, one cannot guarantee that the
extra generation further down the track as well. Finally, inGovernment owned generators will be able to maintain their
relation to the gas supply, | will take advice on that and bringmarket share when competing against private sector based
back a response. generators.

On behalf of the taxpayers of South Australia, members

The Hon. T.G. CAMERON: Mr President, | desire to ask opposite will have to justify why, even if they spend the
a supplementary question. Will the announcement by the Pomhoney on upgrading equipment—tens of millions of dollars
Adelaide Enfield council that it intends launching legal actionof taxpayers’ money—they cannot compete and do not
against the construction of Pelican Point hold up the projeajenerate and make losses. It will be on the shoulders of
and in any way compromise security of supply for electricitymembers opposite and every other member of this Parliament
here in South Australia? to accept that responsibility.

The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: Being the cautious person | am, This contract with National Power provides a retail
I need to take legal advice from our legal advisers in relatiorcontract of no more than 20 months. We are talking about a
to that. | am not sure on what grounds Port Adelaide Enfielthational and State electricity system which will take us into
is proposing to take legal action. Certainly, the early advicehe next millennium. We are not just talking about the next
I had was that the only grounds on which anyone could takevo or three years. The Government is not looking at the
action was on judicial review for process issues. | did hear thghort term, as is the Opposition, but rather the long-term
Mayor of Port Adelaide Enfield say that they were notimpact.
seeking an injunction because, if they were wrong or if things  The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting:
did not go for them, they may well find themselves opento The Hon. R.l. LUCAS: Why did the Labor Party not
a significant damages claim from the operators. That wagddress them five years ago? Where were members opposite?
mentioned during a radio interview that | heard this morningin 1993, when the power was turned off for four hours under

| am happy to take advice on the issue and bring it bacla Labor Government, where was the Labor Government in
but, at this stage, | do not know the details of the grounds oterms of its response? Nothing; there was not a policy. Its
which they intend to proceed. Certainly, the Governmentesponse was, ‘Quick, let us lose the next election so
absolutely would not wish to see anything which would leavesomeone else can sort it out.” Of course, that was its response
South Australian consumers potentially more susceptible tm respect of a range of other issues: ‘Quick, let us lose the
blackouts in the summer of 2000-01 if we are not able to measlection and they can sort it out for a few years and then we
this particular November 2000 deadline. will come back in.’ That was the sort of response we got from

the Labor Party at that time.
The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: Given the comments of the

Treasurer in answer to my earlier question that Optima The Hon. NICK XENOPHON: | have a supplementary
Energy assets will be affected by the National Poweruestion. In respect of the confidential commercial vesting
proposal, what steps will he take to ensure that Optimarrangements and contracts with the generators to which the
Energy remains competitive? Treasurer referred, were any of the documents or contracts
The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: We are trying to take steps to relating to such confidential vesting contracts and arrange-
ensure that it is not the taxpayers of South Australia who havements shown to any of the tenderers for the proposed Pelican
to meet the bill both now and in the future for having to Point power station?
repower, and to spend additional moneys on the maintenance The Hon. R.l. LUCAS: | might have a look at the
and upgrade of Torrens Island so that it can compete withonourable member’s question. | do not understand the
private sector operators. The Government's position is quitguestion. Clearly, the successful tenderer saw the contract
clear on what we believe ought to occur in relation to not justirrangements because we had to negotiate the contract
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arrangements with the successful tenderer. | will take the 3. How will the Government allocate funds when such
honourable member’s question on notice. | might have a quietreas are identified in road audits, and how will the prioritisa-
word with him so that he can explain in a little more detailtion of moneys occur when they are identified?

exactly what he means. The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: The honourable member

Clearly, we only engaged in a contractual arrangemen/ould know that last week | issued a press release about the
with the successful tenderer but, obviously, broad detail§TSA reinvestment fund proposal by this Government and
were provided in respect of how the Government wadndicated that there would be substantially increased funding,

prepared to negotiate. The honourable member had indicat@grticularly in rural areas, if we were able to gain those funds
some concerns, as chk Blandy, Mark Duffy’ Transgrid androm the Sale Of ETSA WIthOLIt thOSG fundS, '[hIS State IS hal’d
the New South Wales Government had been seeking to dgressed to find additional moneys because we are seeking to

that in some way the Government was trying to lock in highkeep a balanced budget on an annual basithe meantime,
and uncompetitive prices to the year 2008. the Federal Government, as the honourable member may be

As | indicated to the honourable member, the Governmenpre")a'red to recognise, has rein_s'gated the blackspots funding
as part of its negotiations, would be seeking to arrive at rogram, and the sum of $3.4 million comes to the State each

situation where the shortest possible contract would b ear. That program was earlier cancelled by the Federal

offered to the successful tenderer consistent with our pressi §1rtri]ngHGovgrrr(15meRntban? r_eitns_tat::'_d b.y this—
need to have extra capacity by the end of the year 2000. | he on. 1.L. RODErLS interjec '(;‘g i o
indicated at the time of our last discussion with the Hon. Mr__1 "€ Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: ltdid allocate more, but

Xenophon, Mr Blandy and others that the Government wa8"€" the past .few years, dealing with budget issues at .the
genuine in that desire. ederal level, it has reinstated the program, and $3.4 million

| think it is fai h fthe G . comes to this State annually for each of three years. In terms
think it is fair to say that some of the Governments e racommendations made by the Environment, Resources

. . - "and Development Committee, I highlight that | will be able
relation to that. As | said publicly last week and as | say, concludtf by next week the rgemgrks that | made on
again, the proof of the pudding is in the eating. The Governg pacember last.

ment has delivered a very short contract, no greater than | have replies prepared but | must speak to the Minister for

20 ”Fomhs- It expires at exactly the same time as existin olice about some of the areas where there must be joint
vesting contract arrangements .fof the three Governmen perations. A lot of work has been undertaken by the police
owned generators, and it is not within a bull’s roar of the year,

oy ver th ronr i nd we are now sharing th
2008, as some of our critics and opponents had been seeki er the past year on road audits, and we are now sharing that

i t 1 will take the h bl ber’ i rk with Transport to make sure that we have a joint
0 suggest. twill taxe the honourablé members question 0%erspective on what is the best way to spend available funds
notice. | will speak with him privately to find out exactly

hat he is drivi t and brina back in order to secure a safer road system.
what he IS driving at and bring back a response. Finally, | would like to commend the honourable member

for using the terms ‘road trauma’ or ‘road crashes’ rather than

ROADS, BLACK SPOTS ‘road accidents’. In this area, it is generally agreed that

. ‘accidents’ is not the right term to adopt when describing

The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: | seek leave to make a brief \yhat is happening on our roads. | just want to acknowledge
explanation before asking the Minister for Transport age message that the honourable member conveyed when

question about the regional road toll. asking his question.
Leave granted.
The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: All members in this ELECTRICITY, PRIVATISATION

Chamber would agree that the road toll for the end of last . .
year and for this year in particular in regional areas was and The Hon. L.H. DAVIS: | seek leave to make a brief
indeed still is horrific. The committee on which | sat and SXPlanation before asking the Leader of the Government and
which looked at rural road deaths and road crashes made2¢ Tréasurer a question about Pelican Point.

number of recommendations in relation to the evidence that Leave granted. .
we took, and | know that the Minister agrees with many of The Hon. L.H. DAVIS: | was fascinated and bemused to

the recommendations that were made. learn that the Hon. Paul Holloway asked a question about the

important Government announcement last week that National

| knoyv that the vested Interests in road safety that have 3Bower, a well respected global power company, was to build
interest in the outcome were hoplng that we would |.°°k atth 500 megawatt, $400 million power plant at Pelican Point
LOl:tr maj(()jr ?hregs—sptee?, flat'%uf' thedla_ck of V\li'earmg of ?ﬁ hich will be the largest gas turbine plant in Australia. As the
€lls and the Impact or alconol on drivers. HOWEVE, &, ,r5ple member indicated, it is only a 20 month contract;
committee looked at a mix of problems associated with roagn fact, it is limited to only 200 megawatts of its

trauma and made recommendaﬂqns which in SOmMe casgg, megawatt capacity; that is, the contract relates to only
would have some cost recovery built into them but which LI per cent of its capacity against a life of 25 years

the main would not cost Governments money, and those areé- ;s interesting to note that the honourable member was
the education programs in particular regions. One of th?,

? ry shy in indicating whether or not he supported the Pelican
problems 'ghat we looked at was road .""Ud'ts a.nd the state Ef)int initiative. When questioned across the Chamber, he was
our roads in regional areas. My questions are:

not quite sure about that, which perhaps comes as no surprise.
1. What Commonwealth-State moneys can be allocated \what has come into my possession (and | found it quite
forimproved road conditions in identifiable blackspot areagascinating) is a petition circulated by the member for Hart
in country regions? in another place, Mr Kevin Foley, MP, JP. As | understand
2. What progress is being made in identifying such areas, Mr Kevin Foley is the shadow Treasurer, and he shadows
in the road audits that are being undertaken? the Government Leader. He is a close confidante of Mike
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Rann. Of course, he has had a key role to play in Labor Partiyelican Point".” The honourable member has spoken in some
commentary on the current debate on the proposed privatiseetail about the rest of that petition.
tion of ETSA and Optima. | was therefore amazed to see Kevin Foley, on behalf of
An honourable member interjecting: the Labor Party, put its position on television on 5 February,
The Hon. L.H. DAVIS: Well, this petition was circulated when they were asked by all the television stations as to what
to electors in the seat of Hart, which he represents, and thbeir attitude was to the Pelican Point investment. | will quote
petitioners were invited to return the petition to Kevin Foley'sfrom the transcripts provided to me from 5 February
office. The request is as follows: Channel 10News The lead-in says:
Your petitioners therefore request that your honourable House The plantis going to be builtin shadow Treasurer Kevin Foley’s

will stop any Government plan to build a power station at Pelicarelectorate. He cautiously welcomes the development.
Point, Outer Harbor, and choose a site that is not located Ne&fhen there is this grab from Kevin Foley:

residential housing. ] ] .
As a back d to thi titi Any investment in our State is good news, and | am not about to
S a background to this petiion— knock the fact that this will be a significant investment.

_Il\{lheem:gzs ;_n}_'e”[e)zil/r:gf You just listen! Just hold your Just to make sure that we are quoting not just Channel 10, |
horses Ter.ry..D.on't junip into the chasm without a para-w'” refer to one other quote—and there are many other
chute: ’you do that too often. As a background to this quotes. Channel Rewsspoke to Kevin Foley on behalf of

Mr Foley quotes what John Olsen said about local residents_ € Labor Party as toits attitude on the investment. The grab,
. N in direct quotes from Kevin Foley, was:
Members interjecting:

. Any investment in our State is good news. | don't think there will
The Hon. L.H. DAVIS: If you want a speech, _ask YOUr 1o a massive increase in employment. They are very efficient plants
colleague the Hon. Sandra Kanck—in thevertiser of  hat employ very few people.

Saturday, 28 November. Talking about the Liberal Govern;, . . .
ment, Mr Olsen said: Kevin Foley and the Labor Party—but Kevin Foley in

particular—are clearly political chameleons. When he wants

And we do have the courage to take on the vocal minority group ; ; ;
who attempt to thwart our future—as we did at West Beach and a,%so appeal to the media and to business leaders, he gives

it seems we are about to do again—over the site of our new powePterviews and says:

station at Pelican Point. Any investment in our State is good news.

Then there is a quote from Kevin Foley, in big, bold print, in He gives the impression to the media, business community

inverted commas, as follows: and others—the movers and shakers of our town—that he and
Well, John Olsen, we have the courage to take you on! the Labor Party are right behind this development and

That is quite clearly a riposte to Premier Olsen’s commentVestment. However, sneaking around the streets of his

about Pelican Point—that Kevin Foley is allying himself electorate, when no television cameras are watching him and
straight up and down against it. This is confirmed by a lettef’® noPes that no-one will find out what he is up to, he is

addressed to the Premier, dated 23 December 1998, §¥culating peitions saying:
follows: Help Kevin Foley tell John Olsen, ‘No power station for Pelican

Point.’

Dear Premier, please find enclosed petitions which have been ! . . .
returned to me opposing your Government's plans to build a poweYVhat sort of a bloke is this shadow Treasurer? It is a good
station at Pelican Point, Outer Harbor. technique for grabbing headlines, but it is certainly not a good
Then he goes on to say: technique for political integrity. He sneaked around his

I would implore you once again to reconsider your Government’se'(.':‘c'[orate and tOI,d his constituents, ‘I'm with you; | oppose
decision to build a power station at Pelican Point and would trust thais development’ but, as soon as the TV cameras were on
you would now see that the site selection is one of poor judgment. . him, all three buttons on the two piece suit were done up, the

The letter continues, and then it is signed: hair was done, and he stood there and said that any invest-
Yours sincerely, Kevin Foley, MP, JP, member for Hart. ment in our S_tate WaS.QOOd news. The TV cameras We.nt
’ e ) ) . away and Kevin Foley did not support the development. This

That was the shadow Treasurer’s view against Pelican Poing an example of bipartisanship. This is what Mike Rann was
against investment— L talking about at the last election.

The Hon. Sandra Kanck interjecting: Sooner or later you get caught out. Kevin Foley on a

The Hon. L.H. DAVIS: For you to say that, Sandra pnymper of occasions, and again on this occasion, has been
Kanck, is looking at glasshouses and throwing stones at theyught out. You cannot say one thing to the TV cameras after
same time. My question to the Minister is: was he aware thajoy have preened yourself and then run around your elector-

the shadow Treasurer in another place (Mr Foley) had be€fte currying favour with your constituents saying that you
implacably opposed to Pelican Point, and does he have aryj|| oppose a particular development.

information about the Labor Party’s view on this important
initiative which will ensure South Australia’s power supply SHOP TRADING HOURS
in future years?

The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: My understanding of the Labor The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: | seek leave to make a brief
Party’s policy on Pelican Point goes back to some confidenexplanation before asking the Treasurer, representing the
tial discussions | had with Mr Foley. As is my wont, | will Premier, a question about Government promises in respect
not reveal the nature of what he said on that occasion as to hig shop trading hours.
attitude towards the power station at Pelican Point. The Leave granted.
discussion | had with Mr Foley will remain with me and will  The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: In 1995 there was a debate
not become part of the public record. Soon thereafter in this place on shop trading hours legislation which changed
became aware of this petition, which goes under the headingading hours within the city. During that debate, some
‘Help Kevin Foley MP tell John Olsen, "No power station for extensive negotiations went on between Mr Ingerson,
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representing the Government, the Small Retailers Associaticawvare of the response to this innovation by driving instructors
and myself, representing the Democrats. As a consequeng®olved in the program?

of those negotiations, an agreement was signed by The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: The honourable member
Mr Ingerson. He made it quite plain at those meetings thawill recall that the former Labor Government introduced
this agreement was signed with the full knowledge anccompetency based training for operators of light vehicles.
consent of the Cabinet. The agreement states in part: That training was then increased by this Governmentin 1994

The industry to be given reasonable notice of any future changd® include operators of rigid heavy vehicles. | am informed
of not less than 12 months. that 71.4 per cent of learner drivers of rigid heavy vehicles—

I will not go into all the reasons for why notice of 12 months ~ The Hon. T.G. Roberts interjecting:
was requested, but it was recognised that if trading hours 1he Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: - No, | will come to that—

were changed small retailers would lose business and Iar%@ve successfully gained their licence through competency
retailers would pick up an extra 5 per cent. ased training. Not only was South Australia the first State

The Government said that it was considering implementEo introduce this system in 1994 but it remains the only State.

ing the legislation, which was passed late last year, almo%hat is still the case for light vehicles in terms of competency

immediately until the issue of this agreement was raised. A ased training. .
y g The Government intends to extend competency based

article in theAdvertiserof 6 February this year states: o A . .
) i ) training to operators of heavy vehicles with a prime mover
Dr Armitage has now obtained legal advice that the 199534 trajlers later this year. | think that will also be an
agreement with the association was not legally binding. important development. Competency based training is a
An honourable member interjecting: progressive on the road assessment rather than a test. The test
The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: And never intended to be. puts most drivers, and particularly their instructors, under
Mr Brownsea of the Small Retailers Association said thakome pressure, so more people are moving away from that.

they would seek legal advice believing that the— The good thing about the assessment is that a driver does
The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting: not pass or fail. In fact, they can be assessed and reassessed
The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: Will you shut up? on the same point if the instructor is concerned about the
The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting: competency of the driver in that instance. The honourable
The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: You are a twerp; you are an member’s question is timely considering the cases that are

absolute twerp—just shut up! before the courts at the moment on which I will not comment.
Members interjecting: It reflec_ts on the issues of relationships with trucking
The PRESIDENT: Order! companies, driver training and standards. Competency t_)ased

] ’ training looks not only at road rules but also driver behaviour

The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: We had not sought legal
advice until now because we thought the Government mig
be honest and stick to the agreement. The point is not whether FESTIVAL CENTRE
or not the agreement was legally binding; the point is whether
any agreement that the Government makes with anyone else The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS:| seek leave to make a brief

is even worth the paper on which it is written. My questionexplanation before asking the Minister for the Arts a question
is: does the Government intend to stand by the promises &pout the Adelaide Festival Centre.

makes; and, if not, does it want the Democrats ever to believe | eave granted.

hqenerally.

anything that it has ever promised them again? The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS:! first raised some queries on
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: You said you weren't going  this matter on 9 July 1998 in respect of contamination from

to come back to Parliament. asbestos in the air-conditioning systems in the Adelaide
The PRESIDENT: Order! Festival Centre. | received an answer from the Minister on

The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: | think it was very unfair of my 30 July 1998, which states that, after some remediation work:
colleague the Minister for Transport to remind the Leader of  As a safeguard, monitoring procedures were carried out on 9 and
the Democrats that he had promised faithfully that he would0 July in all other areas even though there was no physical evidence
never return to this Chamber, that he was going somewhef¥ @sbestos present. Immediately following the removal of the

. L sbestos from the affected air-conditioning ducts air monitoring was
else. Let me admonish my colleague for raising that matte@arried out. The tests conducted on 21 July have shown that the

Shame on you, Minister! One should not question theyspestos has been removed and the independent consultants have
integrity of the Leader of the Australian Democrats. | will advised that it is totally safe to operate the air-conditioning units.

refer the honourable member’s question to the Premier anghe went on to state:

bring back a reply. Mr Jack Watkins of the UTLC and a member of the Asbestos
Management Board has been actively engaged in monitoring the
HEAVY VEHICLE DRIVER TRAINING AFCT'’s actions and has indicated his total support with the action
being implemented to date.

The Hon. J.S.L. DAWKINS: | seek leave to make a brief | felt somewhat comforted with that, but on 25 November
explanation before asking the Minister for Transport and1998 | was advised that PPK, asbestos experts, were engaged
Urban Planning a question about heavy vehicle driveto do a consultancy on the Adelaide Festival Centre.
training. Members may recall that | asked another question about

Leave granted. the PPK report and, as the Minister had provided me with an

The Hon. J.S.L. DAWKINS: | understand that South answer, | quoted a passage from her letter mentioning that
Australia is the first State in Australia to introduce a compe<Jack Watkins had fully endorsed the actions taken so far. Out
tency based training program for operators of heavy vehiclesf respect for Jack Watkins, | sent him a copy of my question
Will the Minister say how many heavy vehicle drivers haveand asked him for a comment. Some of the comments
taken up the option of this type of driver training and is sheappended to his answer were that ‘70 per cent of the air
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conditioning ducts were still contaminated’. He has other 3. Isittrue that her department has been advised to apply

comments ‘not true’, ‘not true’. His final comment was ato the asbestos management committee, and why has the

shortened version of the stuff normally found at the north endMinister not applied for the $300 000 that is available to do

of a southbound bull. To say he was unimpressed is athe second stage of refurbishment?

understatement. 4. Given that the Minister has quoted Jack Watkins as an
In response to my question as to whether the Minister hagxpert in her answers given to me previously, why has Jack

a copy of the PPK report, she said she probably would not géatkins been denied a copy of the PPK report?

one and was not aware of either it or Jack Watkins’ statement. 5. Can the Minister guarantee the safety of patrons at the

On 31 December 1998, | received another letter in respondeestival Centre?

to my question of 25 November. | thank her for providing this ~ The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW.  Without question, the

Council with a copy of the PPK report which | had referredanswer to the last is ‘Yes'. | actually take extreme exception

to and which | had been told was quite frightening. In her lasto the question even being asked in the first place because the

paragraph, she states: member himself said, in terms of the PPK report, ‘The
The inspection and risk assessments have shown that althou{fi€aLres are safe’. They are being monitored every day. They

asbestos containing materials and residual contamination remage safe, and you are a grubby little man in terms of suggest-
within the Adelaide Festival Centre buildings, the asbestos managéag that there is any risk to any patron or anybody working

megt plagl i"kcorporgﬂn.g Safe.tW‘?rking proce&“ietsﬁ together withyt the Festival Theatre, when you have the advice from the

random background air monitoring, ensure that the environme :

within these theatres is safe with respect to airborne asbestos. r@xperts that that.ls not SO. The facts do not seem to matter to
you. You come into this place and beat up a story for the

Atthat stage | was feeling confident again. However, whemgyertiseror anybody else in terms of scaring people away
one looks at the PPK report, the executive summary (Whiclom the Festival Centre.

| assume the Minister has read) states: The Hon. R.R. Roberts interjecting:

Inspection has shown that the air conditioning system is The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: Not only have | read it,
contaminated with friable asbestos in both the Festival Theatre a%t | have also been working hard with the Festival Centre,

the Drama Theatre. A risk assessment was undertaken whi .
included a series of background air monitoring tests to measure t has Arts SA and as has my office. As you know from the

levels of airborne fibres in the theatres. The risk assessment haélvice that | gave you yesterday—
shown that, although the presence of friable asbestos in the air The Hon. R.R. Roberts interjecting:

conditioning systems represents a significant potential risk of health, The PRESIDENT: Order! The honourable member has
the environment within the theatres was safe with respect to airbomésked his question.

asbestos at the time of testing. However, given the loose and friab . .

nature of the ashestos within the air conditioning systems, regular air 1€ Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW. ~ —that the Adelaide
monitoring will be required to confirm that this remains the case. Festival Centre Trust (and Mr Watkins knows this already)
was prepared this week and next to start the work, but when
it tessional oninion that th + effecti diati Arts SA went to advise the Presiding Member of the Public
is our professional opinion that the cost effective remediatio ; ; ;
program for the decontamination of the airconditioning system neea\sN o_rkstcr)]mmblttee (Mr Eeter II(e\MS) of th%t fact, Mr.lll_.eWISh
to be developed and implemented as soon as possible, given tHesisted that, because the work came to about $1 million, the
potential health risks and the perceived health risks of airborngvhole project had to go before the Public Works Committee.
asbestos contamination of the environment within the theatres. That meant that we could not proceed, and you know this

That PPK report is dated— because | left a message yesterday—

The PRESIDENT: Order! Could the honourable member ~ 1he Hon. R.R. Roberts interjecting:

bring his explanation to a close and ask his question? The PRESIDENT: Order! .
The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS: Yes. Mr President The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: We will apply as part of
The PRE.Slli)E.NT' We havé gonle past five mir;utes now. & Cabinet submission. Because of the Public Works Commit-

i . tee process that this Parliament has passed—and you may
The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS: | am a.bOUt to. With dug wish to forget the rules and all the rest that this Parliament

$has passed, but we are required to go to Cabinet to seek
proceedings, but | will conclude. That PPK report was date uthgrity— ' g 9

16 October. | am also advised by constituents that sugges- 116 Hon. R.R. Roberts interjecting:
tions have been made by concerned persons that funding the PRESIDENT: Order! '
should take place. | received a note on my desk yesterday tha Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: —for this work—

from the Minister saying she would apply for remediation 1o PRESIDENT: Order! The Minister will come to
work on 5 March, and | thank her for that. However, 1 do ;. qer | warn the Hon. Ron Roberts.

have these questions which | would like her to address and the Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: | think the honourable

which would give her an opportunity to explain further what e yper s not only grubby in coming to this place to suggest
she indicated to me by note yesterday. My questions 10 there is fear for patrons, but also he is now suggesting that |

The final paragraph in the summary reads:

Minister are: should not follow parliamentary process in terms of going to

1. How often have tests been conducted on the asbestegpinet to seek authority to have this work done because, if

fibres in air at the Festival Centre? | must go to the Public Works Committee in terms of the
The Hon. J.F. Stefani interjecting: extension of this project, | must first go to Cabinet to have the

The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS: | wouldn't get involved in  work approved, then submit it to the Public Works Commit-
this if | were you, because | still have what you said in 1991tee.
about the tourism building. Mr Watkins has been fully briefed about that. He has also
2. Given that the PPK report was dated 16 October 1998)een given a summary of the PPK report by the Adelaide
why have the Minister and her Cabinet not done anythind-estival Centre Trust General Manager (Ms Brennan). He has
about the removal of the friable asbestos within thebeen fully and regularly briefed. To come in here and suggest
airconditioning systems? that there is anything that is questionable about the Adelaide
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Festival Centre practice and procedure in the briefing and
involvement of Mr Watkins, the application for funds or MATTERS OF INTEREST

danger to patrons is outrageous. | fully reject it, and express

my disappointment in the honourable member in seeking to PALLIATIVE CARE

beat up a story that just has no basis in fact and also would

circumvent procedures of this Parliament and process The Hon. CARMEL ZOLLO: Today | pay tribute to the
generally, and that is something | would not entertain. work of the Palliative Care Council of South Australia and

The Hon. R.R. Roberts interjecting: the enormous contribution it makes to our community.
The PRESIDENT: Order! Palliative care was first developed in South Australia in the
The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: It will, as part of the late 1970s. Before this, a wing of the Calvary Hospital, the
parliamentary standard process. Mother Mary Potter wing, was dedicated to the care of the

dying. The hospice is now one of South Australia’s palliative
The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: | have a supplementary care centres. The South Australian Association for Hospice
question. Is there any investment being placed at risk— Care was established in 1981, subsequently changing its

The PRESIDENT: Order! | cannot hear the supplemen- "@me to the South Australian Association for Hospice and
tary question. Palliative Care 1992. More recently, it has become the

The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: Is there potential for Palliative Care Council following the passing of the Consent

investment in productions and other activities at the Festivag’ lt\/llecilﬁal Trelgttment a;npl Tﬁ"'at'vg ‘Carlﬁ '?Ct ,1995' the first
Centre being put at risk by the sort of scare campaigh*ct'n th€ world o contain the word ‘paflialive.

indicated by the honourable member’s last question? In 1990, the Hon. Jennifer Cashmore MP moved for a
Members interjecting: select committee to examine the law and practice relating to
The PRESIDENT: Order! death and dying. Members from all sides of politics served

on this committee and their work eventually led to the passing
of the Act. The Act contains a medical power of attorney and
S an anticipatory direction enabling patients to refuse any
The Hon. R.R. Roberts interjecting: further treatment, and it clearly spells out that doctors and
The PRESIDENT: Order! _ _ nurses may administer drugs and other treatment needed to
The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW.  Itis a matter aboutwhich rglieve pain and distress even if an incidental effect of the
Mr Watkins is fully aware, in terms of his discussions with yreatment is to hasten death. Today, palliative care services
the General Manager. It is one that, until the *honourable;qyer as much of South Australia as funding permits. The
member came into this place and raised these mattergyjiative Care Council has a constitution which clearly sets
Mr Watkins has fully understood; that is, because the theatrg,is its objectives to promote and advocate palliative care in

is complgtely safe and is monitored d'aily thgre was no needqin Australia by increasing public and professional
to put Chicago and any other production at risk. No patrons,ysreness of palliative care.

performers or workers are at risk, and therefore why put the
finances of the Festival Centre at risk?
Immediately after Chicago finishes this month we wante

The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: That is a completely
reasonable question.

From information forwarded to me by the council it is
lear—and | suppose to be expected—that the requirement
or palliative care is growing, with an estimated increase of

to start this work—and we would have done so—but if . .
. . . . .~ 20 per cent per decade in the next two decades. Public
Mr Lewis as Chair of the Public Works Committee requIreSy , cation is vital to enable assistance to reach all who are

:2'3 grgﬁgsv?/htizﬁnv\fnleéilg atﬁreoct?ggerighgotggnf; W;'r;(:ehr‘r’]\’gnrt'ﬁ\é?’lgible. In 1995, two thirds of the South Australian public
We?will be using funds tha); havgbeen ra)r/ned);llread b th‘surveyed did not know what palliative care was. A survey is
Government ifgCabinet S0 approves gnd the PublicyW)(grk eing rerun at this time and the council is keenly awaiting the

. ’ Pesults. The lack of knowledge as to what palliative care can
Committee approves.

he fund h in additi he fund K offer may well explain some of the so-called positive
So the funds are there, in addition to the funds we knoWggonses one hears in relation to voluntary active euthanasia.

about in terms of the asbestos committee. However, Wg, metropolitan Adelaide there are four large palliative care
cannot get those funds until we have approval for the projeCkgyices, while larger country centres typically have two
| cannot getapproval for the projectuntil 1 go to Cabinetandqjiative care nurse coordinators working with other

then the Public Works Committee. It is very simple, butcommynity health staff, general practitioners and volunteers.
because it is simple the honourable member probably does ) .
| was pleased to see in December last year that the Friends

not understand. of Yorke Peninsula Palliative Care was launched at Kadina.
The council is keen to fulfil the objectives set out in its
constitution, and in 1997-98 several key objectives were
achieved, including the establishment of a palliative care
resource and information service. The council was successful
DISTINGUISHED VISITORS in increasing public and professional awareness of palliative
care by holding well attended public and clinicians forums on
The PRESIDENT: Order! Before calling on Matters of Palliative care topics and a speakers’ panel and by further
Interest it is my pleasant duty to welcome Dr Sacca, who i§leveloping the council’s internet site launched in 1996.
the mayor of St Eufemia d’Aspromonte, a city of Calabriain  The council has also been involved in the development of
Italy, and Mrs Sacca, Councillor Fedele and Father Spizzicqublic display and information materials for the promotion
On behalf of members, | welcome you to the Legislativeof palliative care on a national level and in suburban and
Council and the quiet Question Time which you haveregional venues. It collaborated with the South Australian
observed, and | also welcome you to South Australia. Department of Human Services on a range of projects,
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including strategic planning and updating and reprinting | understand that it was one of the rare occasions when no-
information publications. one had to shift their cars to accommodate the numbers. Itis
At the moment the council is working on a project to interesting that they have targeted the offices of certain MPs,
produce a range of brochures on palliative care irand we are watching this very closely. In particular, |
20 languages which are sensitive to relevant cultural issuaghderstand that they have targeted the office of Steve
and to produce the brochures as a national project of Palli&ondous. For those members opposite who are not in the
tive Care Australia. This project will enable an outreachmachine and who are not privy to some of the numbers deals
capability to sectors of Australians, including indigenousgoing on, | draw the conclusion that the member for Elder,
Australians who have been identified as having less awaré2addy Conlon, the leader of the Bolkus Left, has decided that
ness of palliative care than their English speaking countefie is going to claim the seat of Steve Condous as his own.
parts. In recognition of the role of the general practitioner inlndeed, one of the signs displayed by the union said that MPs
the delivery of palliative care, the council was also involvedhave had a pay rise of 18 per cent. If that is the case, | have
in discussions with representatives of general practitionemsot seen it.
and the Royal Australian College of General Practitioners  For the record, it is interesting to note the current pay

leading to a professional forum on the topic in August 1998structure. Queensland comes first on $866 a week, and South
The Palliative Care Council Executive membershipAustralia comes third with $855 a week—more than New
reflects both community and clinical interests. OurSouth Wales, Victoria and Tasmania. The claim by the union,
community is indebted to the management and past angl it succeeds, would make firefighters in this State the
present members of the Executive committee for giving ohighest paid in the land by some $100 a week—the highest
their time and talent in assisting our community. The need fol the land.
palliative care is an area obviously deserving bipartisan | 3, concerned about the conduct of the union in relation
support, and | am pleased that the SA Health Commission ha§ s industrial campaign. As | have said, Mick Doyle has
funded the successful palliative care resource and informatiofl had a lot of success in the past. | knO\;v he is anxious to

service which was the council's major funded activity duringget 5 seat, and | know that the member for Elder has promised
1997-98. That funding has been committed for another threg; ., 4 seat as he has promised a seat to a number of other
years. people, including the Hon. George Weatherill's son, Jay
Weatherill. The code of conduct in the Act says that fire-
fighters cannot use firefighting equipment for their own

The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: | address this place today on purposes, and in that regard it says th"’.‘t they ‘must not
the issue of the current industrial dispute between thd/ItOUL proper excuse use property belonging to the corpora-
Government, on the one side, and the United Firefighter: on for an ““aﬁ‘tf‘o”se‘_" P“rpose- )

Union on the other. First, | should declare an interest in that | hope the Minister will indicate that the use of equipment
the legal firm for which | conduct legal work as a consultant,in that sense is unauthorised. | also hope that some of the
Scales and Partners, does occasional legal work for the Sout#mours | have been hearing of late from all sorts of sour-
Australian Metropolitan Fire Service, and | have conductees—from the Minister, the fire services and even Mick
some counsel work on its behalf. Indeed, it was through thd?oyle, selling out his members to prevent them having
legal work that | first met the member for Elder, Patrick Second jobs—are untrue. To my knowledge, about 70 per
Conlon MP, who was then counsel for the United Firefighter&€ent of members of the fire services have second jobs or run
Union. Members will be well aware of the running battle @ business because of their unique shift arrangements. |
currently under way between the United Firefighters Uniorvould hope that Mick Doyle is not putting that at risk.
and the Government over the past few months. Certalnly, | will ask some qUeStl_OntS about this tomoerW,

| understand that the union is seeking an 18 per cent pég/ecause I hope that the subgtantlal incomes of thgse officers
rise over three years and that the Government has offerd@ respect of their second jobs are not put at risk by an
6 per cent over two years. The union has called on thétesponsible industrial campaign.

Government to ‘drop a feasibility study into shifting the MFS

communications facility from the services’ Wakefield Street FIREFIGHTERS, PORT PIRIE

Headquarters to Mount Barker'. | understand, indeed, that the

firefighters union has an interest in the fire headquarters—and The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS: We are in tune. Once again
at the moment it comprises some 750 members. we see the Hon. Angus Redford trying to push his way up

The secretary of the union is Mick Doyle. | have had somérom the number five position on the Legislative Council
experience with Mick Doyle. In fact, | go on record as sayingticket by having a go at the working classes, in this case the
that | like Mick, because Mick was one of the few regularfirefighters. It just so happens that today | want to talk about
litigants whom | came up against who never beat me; the firefighters in Port Pirie and in South Australia a vis
always won. He has ruled out calling his members out orthis Government. When it comes to a vote by the public as
strike, and | am pleased he has done that. to whether they support the firefighters or the Liberal Party,

The Hon. T.G. Roberts interjecting: the Liberal Party will lose massively.

The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: | have had the opportunity | attended a rally in Port Pirie outside the office of the
down on South Road. He gave a 4 January deadline. Heeputy Premier last week. | had some discussions with not
brought in certain bans, and now he is going through a@nly firefighters but the Mayor of Port Pirie who fully
process of turning up at the offices of members of Parliamensupports the firefighters’ claims. We have a long history
He is organising petitions and wage campaigns. | saw lots afivolving firefighters at Port Pirie. We have an MFS station
bits of paper under windscreens at the cricket recently, anith Port Pirie and have had for many years because of the
only today we had a massive demonstration outside Parliamnique nature of the topography and the industrial develop-
ment House. ment within Port Pirie which is all around the port. We have

FIREFIGHTERS DISPUTE
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an A class situation with BHAS; we have silos; and we haveo the public for more than 12 years. It was established to
fuel storage right in the centre of town. document, collect and present the cultural diversity and
A few years ago we had the other junior Minister in immigration and settlement history of the people of South
charge of emergency services. This Government has so muétustralia. Donations have come from South Australians of
respect for emergency services and the care and safety of tHiverse cultural backgrounds, from the British, including
community in Port Pirie that it makes it a junior portfolio. Second World War immigrants, and from those whose
Police, emergency services and fire brigades are all deeméarebears settled in South Australia in its early years, such as
to be minor with this Government and have always beeiithuanians, Latvians, Canadians, Italians, Vietnamese and
included in a junior portfolio. However, for the public and Greeks; and from Jewish, Tatar, Polish and Austrian South
especially for the people living outside metropolitan Australians.
Adelaide, such services are crucial to the wellbeing and safety Such a diverse range of donors suggests that the museum
of people and their properties. is increasingly being seen as a place that has meaning for all
When Mr Matthew arrived a couple of years ago he saidSouth Australians. A great deal of detailed research has been
that we were not going to have a full crew at Port Pirie. Heconducted on items held in the historical relics collection.
said, ‘Instead of having 42 we will reduce it to 32" This Transferred from the Art Gallery of South Australia in 1986
argument will ring true concerning many areas in which thighis highly significant collection is particularly valuable for
Government tries to privatise. The Government was going teesearchers of nineteenth century settlement history. The
reduce the numbers, but the Minister guaranteed that thepuseum attracts numerous inquiries each year about the
would be supplemented by stand-by firemen, retainediistorical relics. The museum was successful in winning an
firefighters. internship from Museum Australia for a masters student from
When an A class situation occurs at BHAS, which justthe Applied Historical Studies course of Adelaide University,
happens to be the lifeblood of the Spencer Gulf areaand this has enabled important research on the historical
procedures are laid down whereby three crews need to be d¢glics collection to continue.
hand. However, since the Minister and this Government came The museum is seen increasingly among groups and
up with this proposal, they have manned only two crews o®rganisations as a source of information on how individuals
a few occasions because the retained firefighters have to B8d clubs can preserve in their homes and premises signifi-
paged—some of them are working, and they cannot get thergant items relating to their own immigration and settlement
Once or twice they have manned two crews but, as | undeexperience. In response to requests, the museum’s Curator,
stand it, they have never managed to man three crews. ~Ms Kate Walsh, has given a number of workshops and talks
The Government has put at risk the community in Pordemonstrating how every home and club can be a museum.
Pirie and all those businesses which rely on industry in Port  The museum has successfully staged many exhibitions
Pirie. Recently we had an accident on National Highway 1 tavhich have since toured Australia. In telling the stories of
which a crew was called out at 1.57, and the retainedliverse communities, some of the themes of the exhibitions
firefighters were all paged. Unfortunately, three people in twdncluded ‘Chops and Changes’, ‘The Wandering Jew’,
cars were killed. A crew went out to the accident, but at a fewSelling a Dream’ and ‘A Twist of Fate'—just to name a few.
minutes past 2 o'clock a fire broke out at Warnertown which was fortunate to visit ‘A Twist of Fate’ exhibition, which
was not responded to. Are these really the sorts of situatior’¥as an experience of war, torture, pain and survival. This
that the Government expects firefighters to overcome@xhibition was highly interactive and brought great acclaim
Because of the shortage of firefighters, the two crashed cal@r its achievement in innovative design and construction.
had to be carted back to the police station with the three The exhibition incorporated a centralised computer
bodies still trapped in the casings, and it took the firefightergrogram which activated sound and unlocked doors to cells,
three hours to cut them out. For all that time this Caringvvhich included art installations and theatrical techniques that

Government left the whole city of Port Pirie basically with told different refugee stories. My journey through this
no fire cover. exhibition was an extremely emotional experience because
The Government is irresponsible. The new Minister hadt brought to life the great sufferings and trauma of many of
a dairying background. He might provide some relief to higTy constituents who have migrated under extremely difficult
cows by pulling their teats, but he will not convince me, thecCircumstances and settled in South Australia.
firefighters or Mayor Madigan at Port Pirie that this is nota_AS a subtext, ‘A Twist of Fate’ underlined the democratic
dangerous situation. Mayor Madigan knows the work of ouffeedom enjoyed by all Australians. The exhibition has had
firefighters. It is about time that this Government found out& powerful and often emotional effect on its many visitors and
what it is all about instead of running stupid things abouthas received wide and well deserved acclaim from a wide
communication centres on fault lines and spreading fear abol@nge of visitors, teachers and those working in the arts
earthquakes. There should not be a move to Mount Barkef)dustry and refugee affairs.
because that is the first place where we registered an earth- The Migration Museum has also been responsible for
quake in South Australia. Perhaps the Government ought ®@ranging three forum displays which were mounted in the

go back there and leave the firefighters alone. Community Access Gallery. These displays included ‘A
Stitch in Time’ by Anna Polias, from July to August 1997;
MIGRATION MUSEUM ‘Muslims in South Australia’, installed by the Muslim

Women'’s Association, from September 1997 to March 1998;
The Hon. J.F. STEFANI: Today | wish to speak about and ‘The Past and Present: 50 years of Ukrainian Settlement
the Migration Museum, which was first opened in 1986 as @ South Australia 1948-1998’, from March to November
division of the History Trust of South Australia. The concept1998.
of the Migration Museum was conceived by the Tonkin In addition, a series of workshops for primary schoolchil-
Liberal Government under the ministerial direction of thedren was held during Aboriginal Reconciliation Week. These
Hon. Murray Hill. The Migration Museum has been openedwere organised as cross-site packages and incorporated a visit
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to the South Australian Museum and Tandanya. The workdesires in the most efficient manner. Who knows? We may
shops were completely booked out and have been recogniseded a blood transfusion ourselves one day.

as a resounding success. Politicians need to be seen as acting to promote the values

In response to visitor interest, the museum ran a numbejf the community as distinct from those of the market

of workshops both in the museum and at other venues whichecause, in general, our public profile is a negative one. As
interpreted the history of women’s experience through theg, professional group we are not highly regarded by the
museum’s costume collection. ‘Revealing History’ and ‘All community, and as individuals we are often seen as making
Stitched Up’ were immensely successful both in terms opromises only to break them, so we professional politicians
positive feedback and the numbers who attended. Thgo need to engage and be seen to engage in those altruistic
Migration Museum has had some wonderful success, winningicts which make the values and interests of communities
the Yellow PagesSouth Australian Tourism Award for more important than those of individuals in markets seeking

heritage and cultural tourism. to take advantage of another’s misfortune.
_ The PRESIDENT: Order! The honourable member's | 5cknowledge that the argument to convince my political
time has expired. colleagues to be blood donors is an appeal to altruism based
on self-interest, but | do want all members to heed my words
RED CROSS BLOOD SERVICE and become donors, as the issue is a vital one. Itis important

to recognise how much voluntary contribution is given to this

The Hon. IAN GILFILLAN: The Australian Red Cross Service not only by the donors—the donors, of course, give
Blood Service is a national community-focused health an@nd receiye nothing, ynlike systems in other countries: it has
research organisation that is responsible for the revision arl Very high regard in the public—but also by the large
management of blood tissues and related services for tHiimber of people who serve in a voluntary capacity to keep
benefit of the community. The services it provides areh€ service going.
important because transfusion of quality blood products and | intend to distribute the substance of this Matter of
organs save people’s lives. Interest contribution to all members in this place with the

The Australian Red Cross Blood Service is a goodcontact details so as to facilitate members enrolling as blood
corporate citizen. It is an organisation that has pursued th@onors. Itis dramatically concerning to see the figures which
vital role of ensuring corporate governance and due diligenceere provided to me of the drop-off of those who are
in an increasingly litigious environment, links its budgets todonating in South Australia. It has been a steady decline since
production performance and has implemented a reportin§991-92 from 58 000 down to 48 000 in 1997-98. Itis a need
system for nationally agreed key performance indicators. which is quite dire if we are to ensure that there is adequate

The Red Cross does sometimes run out of blood. lahlood to supply the needs of South Australia. | finish with the
Bates, the Production Unit Manager of the blood servicefinal words of lan Bates, as follows:

states in a letter to me: The good management of [a] blood component inventory for SA

The ARCBS cannot predict the demand, particularly majoris therefore a critical factor in ensuring the wellbeing of those in need
traumas, where [blood] may be required in large quantities. In sucRf transfusion therapy. While the State is fortunate to have a large
circumstances, where reserved stocks are inadequate, SA is fortunggo!l of healthy, reliable donors, the pool must be replenished

in having a reliable donor pool that responds in our hour of needregularly. Donating blood is a community service that costs nothing
When there is insufficient time to arrange for donor calling, and provides enormous satisfaction. To know that your contribution

assistance is sought from interstate. will help save a life is soothing to the soul.

The Red Cross Blood Service in South Australia has been

keen to explore new and different ways of attracting and

retaining sufficient donors to keep pace with demand. GAMING MACHINES

However, over the past six years it has been a losing battle. . .
In 1992 the Red Cross had more than 58 000 donors, but last The Hon. NICK XENOPHON: Given the recent passing

; our former Premier, Don Dunstan, | thought it a fitting and
year that number slipped to 48 000, a drop of more thalcEmely tribute to read from the speech he made at the ‘Don’t

16 per centin six years. Those loyal donors who remain ar . )
P y y r%amble our Community Away’ rally which was held on the

donating more than they did before because total donatio : .
have slipped only 10 per cent in the same period. But, clearl teps of Parlla_ment House on 25 July 1998 and which mgrked
fourth anniversary of the introduction of poker machines

there is a need to stop the decline so that there is blood stor > )
for the transfusions tFr)lat save people’s lives. into South Australian hotels and clubs. He said:

Analysing the donor figures, it appears that the largest |was a member of the Government which introduced the State

i i h Australia and which removed the restrictions upon

percentage of those who drop out is to be found in the 41 t9ttery to South A .
. - p raffles here in this State. We thought at that time that to prevent
55 age bracket. The loss in donors in this age bracket Igaeople from having a chook raffle at the church fete was a non-

significant, since only 11 per cent of new donors were agegense—and | think we were right.

50 or older. We therefore need to help Red Cross Blood we introduced the State lottery after a referendum where the
Services target the 41 to 55 age group, and that is wheiigsues of introducing that lottery were debated. We realised that
politicians can make a difference. We mostly fall in theintroducing a State lottery could contribute to social problems in

. . P ; . ~gambling and therefore it had to be done with care. At that time |
aforementioned category that is not pulling its weight iNgaiq clearly our policy is that we are not to go in for advertising of

terms of community responsibility, and by publicly donatingthe hype kind ‘be in it to win it', trying to get people induced into
blood we are able to use our profile to help Australian Redaking lottery tickets and that should be maintained as a policy.
Cross Blood Services reverse the slide in donors. We haveldnfortunately, that policy has been swept away.

Self-interest in act|ng in SUCh an a|tru|s’[|c fash|on G|V|ng In addition, we examined establishing acasino in South Australia

. . . t, because of the problems that casinos could cause, | was always
blood to help save the lives of others is a classic example sistent—and the Bill, for it did not pass the House—{that] if a

an altruistic or communal action, and it shows that humanasino was established it would not be established on the street front
beings do not just act in terms of rationally satisfying theirin Adelaide but it would be in a regional centre where people of any
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kind had to make a trip to get there and that it was not an easy mattéxe sufficient to cover adverse conditions such as drought and
to go and play in the Casino. frost, and even some diseases.

Because of the problems that can be caused by gambling of that ;
kind, you had to be careful about how people are given facilities t Rarely are mango growers in Queensland and the Northern

get to gambling so you minimise the anti-social effects of it. And in Territory, for instance, badly affected at the same time as
examining gambling | always set my face absolutely against theherry growers in the southern States. So, in essence, if the
introduction of poker machines within the State. Now the reason fopool was large enough they would be insuring each other.

that was not that some people can’t go to them and have a bit of ; ;

flutter, but already in Australia it had been shown very clearly that'gl.r Ferguson Sees itas stentlal thatthe queral Government

it is a particularly insidious form of gambling which enormously Withdraw exceptional circumstances funding so that one

contributes to the social problems of gambling addiction. neighbour is not paid by a free method while the other is
What is more, it is a totally unjust way of taxing the poor becausénsured. However, he sees a role for the Federal Government

that is what poker machines are about. You don't find many peoplg, ejther underwriting or subsidising premiums, or taking out

from the wealthier areas of South Australia, the top class suburb . . .
you won't get too many Springfield residents going and playing theé S€Parate policy to cover those one in 25 year major events

poker machines—oh, no, the poker machines are played by tharhich are a catastrophe when they happen.
poorer people. The battlers of the community are the people who get  The proponents of this idea are looking to have the scheme
afflicted by poker machine activity. They go in there because theiy,ndenwritten by a consortium of insurers from around the

budgets are tight and they have got to hope that somehow or other : . .
they are going to get a bit of a jackpot and the poker machines ar@orld' and they hope to have a pilot scheme in place in

carefully operated to see to it that every so often sometimes someoN¥estern Australia in time for this year's cropping season. As
gets a bit of a win. So they put the money back but they put moré have said, the farmers mutual scheme is very much only an

back and the whole thing is designed to that end. idea at this stage and, as | understand it, it has yet to be

Now, many speakers here have said today enough is enough; : :
say too much is enough. We've got far more here in this gamblin Ibated to the National Farmers Federation or to other State

activity than should ever have been allowed to take place, and tHerganisations or indeed the Federal Government.
State ought to admit that the decision to establish poker machines However, if growers were able to insure for input cost

and particularly to allow them into hotels has been a gross miStak@Covery for all sorts of adversity which was not of their own

for the State. ; :
Now we have got to set about rectifying it. The problems Whichmakmg’ perhaps even for plagues such as mice or locusts,

have been stated here today are obvious enough and we have gotf¢y could live to fight another year and have a stability of
stop what is going on. There should be no further development diunding which they have never enjoyed before. As someone
poker machines and we should devise a means by which we pagho has lived by the vagaries of the seasons all my life, |
themow?ﬁig\/set;?epﬁgg?ha de many social changes in its time an ust say that | think that this is an absolutely brilliant idea,
thank goodness most of them have been for the better. That com d I look forward to learning more about it.
from the courage to see what is wrong in the community and tackling
it; and if what is wrong in the community is a gross mistake which
has been made by a community decision, then we’'d better get about
rectifying it and have the courage to do so.

So | endorse what . other speakers have been saying here today.
We have created a tremendous and disastrous social problem for
ourselves, and unless we take action now it's not going to get better; STATUTORY AUTHORITIES REVIEW
it is going to get much, much worse, and that will mean social COMMITTEE: ENFIELD GENERAL CEMETERY
disaster, dreadful social injustice and a means by which our battlers TRUST
have their battle increased and their numbers increased while in this

country the rich continue to get much richer and the poor much .
poorer by the policies we are following. The Hon. J.F. STEFANI: On behalf of my colleague, the
on. Legh Davis, | move:

s H
| hope that all members in this Chamber and the other place That the Second Report of the Statutory Authorities Review
heed the words and warnings of one of the State’s great Soc'é%mmittee on a review of the management of the West Terrace

reformers. Cemetery by the Enfield General Cemetery Trust, be noted.
On behalf of my colleague | am happy to speak on this
EARMERS MUTUAL INSURANCE SCHEME motion. | am a member of the Statutory Authorities Review

Committee, which investigated and looked into the West
The Hon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER: As many members Terrace Cemetery. The committee published an interim report
know, | spend quite a lot of time driving on country roads. Ason the management of the West Terrace Cemetery by the
| was doing so the other day, | was sufficiently interested irEnfield General Cemetery Trust in August 1998.
an item of news on the ABC8ountry Hourto draw it to the The committee was unanimous in the view that the trust
attention of the Council today. The idea which is in itshad very limited experience in heritage matters, and this is
infancy is the brainchild of the Western Australian Farmershot taking away any credit at all from the trust, which has
Federation and is for a comprehensive mutual insuranceonducted very successfully the Enfield Cemetery and which
scheme to replace the current support schemes. also has in some way taken over the management of the
As members would know, the main support scheme at th€heltenham Cemetery. The State Historian, Dr Robert Nicol,
moment is the Federal Government's Exceptional Circumadvised the committee that the West Terrace Cemetery was
stances Fund. This new scheme would be a broad basetie of the 10 most important heritage places in South
insurance which would cover primary producers against alfustralia.
types of adverse weather and diseases, not just fire and hail, The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Was that before or after he
as is currently the case with private insurance. The ideayas on the board?
which is being promoted by Mr James Ferguson, the Director The Hon. J.F. STEFANI: | think that was at the twilight
of the Western Australian Farmers Federation, is that growersf his appointment. | have visited and have had a long interest
would be covered for the cost of production only and not forin the West Terrace Cemetery. Back in 1989, | raised some
projected profit, and it would only be successful if all growersconcerns about the method of the digging of the graves and
from across Australia participated in it. The pool would thenthe work practices engaged in at the time under the Labor
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Administration. | also have had an interest in terms of a goodvith appropriate expertise to be appointed to that trust. Even
number of constituents of Italian, Greek and other origingmore importantly, the Minister has undertaken to direct the
who have had relatives buried there and, as a consequentrist to prepare a second management plan after full consulta-
my attendance at funerals and generally visiting the cemetetjon with stakeholders. This undertaking reflects one of the
over a period of time. committee’s recommendations in the second report. In her

In recent times when | visited the cemetery with theresponse, the Minister commented that the submissions
committee | became much more aware of the heritage and thigesented to the committee and the recommendations made
significant importance of the monuments that were place@ould assist the trust in formulating its programs, particularly
there during the early part of the cemetery’s existence. So, given that the trust had been responsible for the operation and
was with some great deal of respect that | valued the eviden@ministration of the West Terrace Cemetery for just over
that Dr Nicol gave to the committee in relation to the 12 months.
cemetery and the historical importance which is obviously = The committee felt strongly that, after nearly 160 years of
represented by the monuments over a period of 160 years afostly neglect, the administration of this important heritage
our history. site be carried out in a manner that recognised its importance

There has been a lack of appreciation over a period of timin the recording of the social and economic history of the
of the cemetery and the enduring record that the monumengtate of South Australia, and the Hon. Julian Stefani has
and other graves represent in social and economic terms, aBeady mentioned that. The committee also recommends the
well as the history of our State since the European settlemeithmediate appointment of an advisory committee to the trust
in 1836. More recently, | was there for the Carl Lingerfor an initial period of 12 months to guide the preparation of
memorial service, and again it shows that the cemetery hassecond management plan. It is hoped the Minister will also
an enormous value in terms of our heritage. respond positively to this recommendation.

In August 1997 amending legislation passed the manage- Another important recommendation is that the Minister
ment and the administration of the West Terrace Cemetershould give priority to the revision of the Enfield General
from the Government to the Enfield General Cemetery Trusicemetery Act 1944 to reflect the commitment to change the
Of course, since then the committee has been anxious {fame of the trust, to broaden the criteria for appointment to
ensure that the profits emanating from the conduct of thehe trust and to ensure the appointment of persons of
Enfield Cemetery and perhaps the Cheltenham Cemetery b@propriate expertise. | believe it was a unanimous opinion
transferred in the spirit of the legislation promoted by thisof the committee to continue to monitor the trust’'s manage-
Parliament. In taking evidence, the committee found thainent of the West Terrace Cemetery during 1999, and we
some sketchy details were used to form a management plafgpe that a further report will be positive.
and that showed a gross deficiency. The committee felt that
various stakeholders were concerned at the way the plan was The Hon. J.S.L. DAWKINS secured the adjournment of
presented and promoted within the community. the debate.

| 'am sure that the committee’s report will be taken  The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: Mr President, | draw your
seriously by the management of the Enfield General Cemegttention to the state of the Council.
tery Trust. It has been of great interest to all committee A quorum having been formed:
members to come to this unanimous position in respect of the
concerns expressed both in evidence and by interested parties JOBS WORKSHOPS
in correspondence. In presenting this report to the Parliament,

I hope that the committee’s findings will be taken seriously  The Hon. R.I. LUCAS (Treasurer): | move:
by the management of the Enfield General Cemetery Trust. That the summary of the South Australian Jobs Workshops, laid

The Hon. CARMEL ZOLLO: The unanimous view of on the table on 9 February 1999, be noted.

the committee that was expressed in the interim report tabledfiSe to speak to the motion and to indicate, first, that this
in August 1998 was concern in relation to the obviousWill be an opportunity for all members to make a contribu-
inexperience in heritage matters on the part of the then tru$on- As always, I look forward to a contribution on this issue
and what also appeared to be a lack of understanding of tfEom my friend and colleague the Hon. Mr Crothers.
importance of the task entrusted to it under the legislation by The Hon. T. Crothers interjecting:
this Parliament. Since the tabling of the interim reportonthe  The Hon. R.l. LUCAS: Only two hours! | am sure that
West Terrace Cemetery in August 1998, the committee haguring those two hours the Hon. Mr Crothers will cram in
found it necessary to table this further report. some of his knowledge on this issue for the benefit of the rest
I would like to join my colleagues in expressing dis- of us. At the end of last year, without going into the precise
appointment at the management plan produced by the Enfieftetail, as members opposite would know, a proposal was
General Cemetery Trust for the management of the Westade for a jobs summit. The Government’s view was that
Terrace Cemetery. No doubt the Presiding Officer, the Horthere was an alternative course which would allow all people
Legh Davis, will outline what has progressed since then anth South Australia who wanted to put a point of view on this
also detail why a second report is needed. | will not repeat hignportant issue of jobs as part of one process, and that was
sentiments other than to say that, along with the rest of ththat the Minister for Employment would conduct a number
committee, | was surprised at the lack of professionalism onf workshops around South Australia so that anyone who
the part of the Enfield General Cemetery Trust in the mannevanted to attend could do so.
in which it failed to consult interested parties at thattime and | understand that a number of members of Parliament
in the preparation and release of the management plan. attended those workshops and observed their operation or
| am pleased that the Minister has responded to the interirparticipated to some degree. Members of the community were
report of the committee and accepted most of its recommemgiven the opportunity to contribute substantially during those
dations—in particular, the identified need for trust membersvorkshops. Members of Parliament were advised that their
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opportunity would come on this Jobs Day in Parliamentwhen Before | address a few general issues, and in trying to map
all members would be able to make a contribution. out the background to this debate, at the outset | want to
This is an appropriate time for the Parliament to debate thecknowledge that as Treasurer and as the previous Minister
important issue of jobs and unemployment. The Governmerior Education | see no more important priority for our
is in the process of preparing the second budget of its fousovernment in economic terms than coming to grips with the
year parliamentary term. A number of bids have already beesnemployment problem which confronts South Australia and
submitted from art departments and agencies for funding ovavhich has confronted South Australia for almost three
the coming year and the next three years. The collectivéecades.
wisdom of all members (Labor, Liberal, other Parties and | will not bore members with the figures, but some of the
Independents) on the issue of jobs and unemployment will banalyses indicate that South Australia has consistently had an
welcomed by the Premier and the Minister, and me as thenemployment rate above the national average for the past
Treasurer, within the context and framework of producing dhree decades. For the whole of the 1990s, the 1980s and the
response to this issue and in preparing the budget for this yedP70s, under Labor and Liberal Governments in South
and the next three years. Australia, we have consistently had an unemployment rate
Itis a challenge to all of us. Itis always easy to be critical@bove the national average. The differential has varied. It was

of Governments about their lack of progress on the employat its highest level in the early 1980s. It again reached another
ment front. We are hopeful that this is an opportunity thafPeak at about that level in the late 1990s. That corresponds
members will take to offer constructive and positive ideas offVith periods under Labor and Liberal Governments.
how we might resolve the jobs crisis and the jobs problem SO, I think this issue will always be shrouded in politick-
that confronts Australia and, of course, South Australia. Ing come election time, but on this occasion it is an oppor-
There are many other opportunities where Opposition anfNity to look back rationally and | hope dispassionately and
cross benches members can criticise and engage in knockifgftully at the information that we have and at what some of
and destructive contributions in respect of employment an§'e OPtions might be. | acknowledge that it is a significant
unemployment. | ask members to leave those sorts diroblem, that it should l:_)e the number,one priority for th_|s
contributions for the many other opportunities that they have0vernment, and that this Government's progress in relation
During this debate, let us hear the constructive ideas thd@ €mployment and unemployment has not been as great as
members have for consideration by the Government. If th@'l of us within the Government would have wished.
Government ultimately does not take up those issues, clearly Itrémains a disappointment that we have not been able to

members will have the opportunity to be critical. a_ck up the achievements in em_ploymen_t to the degree that
The only other point that | make is that not only is it this Government would have wished. It is true to say that

always easy to be critical but it is always easy to spend mor\é’hen the Government came to office five years ago the
money than we have on what might be a solution to 6{memployment rate was 11.1 per cent. In the past five years

particular policy issue. So, | think it is important that, when "€ have managed to reduce itto 9.4 per cent, an almost 2 per

members highlight their ideas, before they move on to thgent reductior), but that is not as great as this Government
! would have wished.

next step, if there is a temptation to be critical if the Govern- We have seen some reductions in the vouth unemolovment
ment is unable to take up a new idea for a particular fundinﬁgte which goes up and down signi%‘licantly bu? tgose

jnprovements are not to the degree that this Government
members indicate how those proposals might be funded. would 'have W'Sh.ed' In December 1993 there were 797 job
The Hon. T. Crothers interjecting: advertisements in the ANZ job ad series. The most recent

. ) December 1998 figure is 1 453, an increase of 82 per cent.

The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: Asthe Hon. Mr Crotherswould - Th4 i 3 significant increase in job ads comparing those two

know, there is no magic money tree. If we have to spend aggnths, but, again, it is not sufficient for what the Govern-
extra $100 million on a particular policy direction, we have ant would have wished.

to find that money from somewhere else or raise it from some | ihe past five years of this Government, we have seen

other revenue source. ~retail sales growing at an average annual rate of 3.4 per cent.
As Leader of the Government and the lead speaker in thisrior to that, in the previous four years, retail sales grew by

debate, | will outline the framework that is offered to an average annual rate of just 1.2 per cent. So, for the last five

members. Obviously, in this Chamber it is completely up toyears, we have seen almost three times the rate of growth in

individual members as to whether they work within thatyetail sales, an indication of growth within the economy—
positive framework that | suggest or whether they go dowra?ain something to be welcomed.

the path of so many other debates that we have had about similarly, when we look at the five years between

important issues. My final comment is that this is an opporpecember 1993 and November 1998, motor vehicle registra-
tunity to see how this can work. | congratulate the Premiefions in South Australia grew at an annual rate of 6.3 per cent.
and the Government for being willing to allow— For the four years prior to that, from December 1989 to
The Hon. T. Crothers interjecting: December 1993, we saw an annual fall in registrations of 3.4
The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: And I give credit to Mike Rann  per cent.
for his suggestion, although this is in a different context. Those figures show that over the past five years we have
Nevertheless, this is an opportunity for Mike Rann and theseen growth in our economy; we have seen growth in retail
Labor Party to make their contribution in a constructive waysales; and we have seen growth in motor vehicle registrations.
and to see whether the Parliament can respond in kindf | look at some figures in relation to population growth,
whether we can have a constructive and positive debate @rhich is most important for a small State like South Aus-
whether, as | have said, the debate is reduced to point scoritiglia, | see that our latest published statistics show that over
and politicking, which is not highly regarded by many the year to the June quarter 1998 South Australia had a net
members of the community. interstate population loss of 3 300. This was smaller than the
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4 600 outflow over the year to the June quarter 1997. We In terms of the recent labour market trends, since the
have seen some other figures on population which haveeginning of 1997 in particular, it has been the view of
indicated that that significant outflow from the State whichofficers within the South Australian Treasury that official
we saw just a few years ago has now turned around in Australian Bureau of Statistics’ estimates showing a sharp
reasonably significant way. employment decline in South Australia, followed by a
Finally, South Australian exports have risen by over 7 pesimilarly sharp bounce back in employment, contain some
cent in the three months to November 1998 compared witkignificant sampling problems and have not been considered
the year earlier. There are dozens and dozens of other figurésdicative of the underlying employment trends during those
many of which are positive, some of which are negative. | dgeriods.
not intend today to go through all those figures. Rather, |am Treasury officers believe that employment estimates
attempting to set a background to this debate to indicate tharoduced by the ABS have been affected by statistical
in many areas the State appears to have been growing—asdmpling problems associated with the introduction of the
growing quite well—but we are not seeing the translation intcmew sample based on the 1996 census results. The new
a significant number of new jobs being created in Souttsample was progressively phased in over an eight month
Australia. period and has been designed to better reflect the dwelling
If one looks at the reports from Professor Cliff Walsh andcharacteristics as reported in census data. The phasing in of
the South Australian Centre for Economic Studies and reporthe new sample coincided with a persistent fall in reported
from Access Economics, one is reminded of Professor ClifEmployment from late 1997 through to the middle of 1998.
Walsh's statement that this situation in South Australia at th@he reported employment decline resulted from new
moment is quite puzzling. In all the areas of retail sales, cahouseholds entering the sample having lower employment
registrations and housing approvals, for example, the Statsharacteristics than those leaving the sample.
was showing reasonable or significant levels of growth but, Since the middle of 1998 and towards the end of 1998, the
when one then looks at the employment and unemploymem®BS has reported very strong increases in headline employ-
figures, we were not seeing that being translated into progressent in South Australia which appear stronger than under-
in that area. That indeed is disappointing. lying conditions might have suggested. This bounce back in
Let me say again on behalf of the Government that, whilsemployment adds weight to the argument that the ABS
we welcome the positive figures, the progress is not occurringstimates have perhaps been affected by statistical problems
to the extent that this Government would wish, and theesulting from the phasing in of the new sample from late
Government wants to recharge its direction in relation to the. 997 through to the middle of 1998.
jobs issue and to build on the strengths of the policies that the Between June 1997 and June 1998, the trend in employ-
Government has already announced, many of which thement was reported by the ABS to have fallen by 21 600 in
Government believes are working, such as the attractioBouth Australia. In the six months since June 1998, the
policies that saw the development of the Westpac mortgagemployment gain of 21 300 has nearly completely offset the
reprocessing centre at Lockleys, which | am now advised willoss in the year to June. So, what the ABS has been reporting
have almost 2 000 full-time equivalent employees. is almost a 21 000 job decline in a 12 month period, and then
If people had said just a few years ago that the Governin a six month period since then it is reporting that we have
ment would have in excess of 2 000 people working in thateen a recovery of those 21 000 jobs in the South Australian
call centre down at Lockleys, many would not have believedconomy.
that that operation would become such a significant employ- As | said, many people, including independent commenta-
er. The growth is so significant down there that we are noviors and Treasury, have found that particular series from the
having to look at whether or not, with further expansion andABS difficult to accept. The issue for us is to have a closer
further growth, we can keep it all confined to that particulariook at the truth or otherwise of those figures, and it raises
site at Lockleys. questions, | guess, as to the reporting of that series during
Before turning to some of the ideas and thoughts that 1999, and the future as well.
have had (and time will not permit to go through all the issues When one looks at the claimed decline in employment in
I would like to place on the record), | do want to place on theSouth Australia during that period, one sees that the sharp
record some detail in relation to issues being taken up by downturn, according to the Bureau of Statistics, was allegedly
number of independent commentators and my own Treasuigoncentrated in education, agriculture, transport and storage.
Department about the accuracy of the Australian Bureau of We have sought to look at other information which might
Statistics in terms of its statistical reports on employment angrovide another view as to whether we had seen that signifi-
unemployment. cant fall in employment in education, and agriculture in
Itis always difficult to question independent bodies. Theparticular, to see whether that proved or disproved the
ABS is seen as an independent body, although it is Governnformation provided by the Bureau of Statistics. Being a
ment-funded, but there are now enough questions about tliermer Minister of Education, | referred my staff to a separate
employment series that have been raised, not just by theureau publication called ‘School Education: Schools’
Department of South Australian Treasury but now by thgcatalogue 4/220.0) which is a national schools collection on
South Australian Centre for Economic Studies in theiremployment within education. The ABS employment figures
independent analysis, and also Access Economics in its mosere claiming that—
recent budget monitor, where both of those agencies, if I can The Hon. T.G. Roberts: They were not claiming
paraphrase them, raise questions about some of the recemtything; they were showing it.
ABS figures overstating the degree of the employment The Hon. R.l. LUCAS: Thatis true, they were showing
decline that we saw reported in the late part of 1997 and. During the period from late 1997 through to early 1998 the
through the bulk of the early part of 1998. As | said, theyBureau of Statistics was showing that education employment
raise significant questions, and | want to place on the recorféll 7 600 (or 15 per cent) in South Australia, due principally
some views in relation to that. to afall in school education. As | said, | referred my officers
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to a separate bureau publication called ‘Schools’ whicH think anyone who travels, as most members of the Legisla-
records all the teachers and staff employed in Governmetive Council do—
schools and non-government schools within South Australia  The Hon. T.G. Roberts interjecting:
for that same period. The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: No, this is quite specific; this is
When one looks at that particular bureau publication, ongrain, sheep and beef cattle farming. There are many other
sees that employment in South Australian schools—theategories, such as agriculture, aquaculture, forestry and
number of staff, teaching and non-teaching, public andishing, but we are not talking about those categories. | am
private—actually increased by 528 (or 2.5 per cent) betweeanly highlighting those two in terms of the analysis that we
August 1997 and August 1998. So, we have one bureaare doing to indicate that we believe that we have a signifi-
publication which says that in South Australia employmentant problem with the reported figures from the Bureau of
in education increased by over 500, yet in this employmenStatistics. It is not to deny that we still have a significant
series, which was purporting to show this 21 000 reductiomproblem in South Australia, but it would be very useful if the
in employment in South Australia, the bureau was claimindigures being reported, whatever they are, reflected the true
that education employment fell by 7 600 (or 15 per cent), duemployment and unemployment situation in South Australia.
principally to a fall in school education. The Bureau of As | have said, it is now the very strong view of officers
Statistics series, which we are saying has a significardnd our independent commentators that in the period from
problem—it is in error—was claiming that employment in late 1997 to early 1998 where they reported significant
education in that period fell by 7 600 in South Australia. declines that was a gross overstatement of the problem, and
The Hon. T. Crothers: That's because they counted in the period from the end of 1998, when they reported a
people employed for one hour a week. significant bounce back, that was at least in part a correction.
The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: No, | think it is because they We now do not know whether we will go down again in
have a problem with their series. Their sample on which theyt999, whether they will now solve the problem or whether we
calculate this was in error. will see overstatements or understatements. Certainly, from
The Hon. T. Crothers interjecting: a rational discussion of this issue, it is important. Certainly,
The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: No, | think itis important. That too, from a political viewpoint, | am sure Governments of
particular series is done on a sample, and the view of myhatever persuasion would not want to be unfairly belted
officers—which, as | said, is now increasingly being acceptedround the ears, as we were after the last election, when
by independent economists—is that their sample wapeople were challenging us and criticising us for having lost
defective in South Australia. It was not representative— 20 000 jobs in a relatively short space of time—some six to
The Hon. T. Crothers: What, too small? nine months—when, frankly, we could not see where all
The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: No, it was just not representative. these jobs allegedly had disappeared. The economy was sort
It was a big sample, and they just happened to get the wrongf—
people or groups. As | said, the Bureau of Statistics, which The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting:
undertakes a comprehensive survey and not a sample of The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: No, but not since 1997. One
schools, shows that, instead of a decline of 7 600 in educatiarould certainly be critical of the Government, if one wanted
employment, there was an increase of 528 in that same periad be in this debate, in terms of public sector employment
in employment in education in South Australia. Clearly, oneduring the period from 1993 to 1997, but we are now talking
or other of the bureau’s publications is wrong, and it is theabout a period since 1997 and through the middle of 1998. As
very strong view of my officers (and knowing the ‘Schools’ | said, it is an important issue, and | put it on the record in
publication, as Minister for Education, that is not done on ssome detail because we need better from our Bureau of
sample; rather, it is done on a survey of all the schools whicktatistics information. If Governments are not achieving in
have to be submitted, and they then aggregate the figureslation to employment and unemployment, they should be
that that survey is clearly much more accurate in terms o€riticised fairly for that, but we need to be confident that the
education employment. figures which we are being given by a reputable body such
I do not want to go through all the problems in this survey,as the ABS (and | make no substantive criticism of the ABS;
but, similarly, | am told they estimated that employment init is clearly a sampling problem in relation to this particular
grain, sheep and beef cattle farming, which averaged sonseries) are—
28 000 in May 1996 and May 1997 in South Australia, fell The Hon. T. Crothers: The other hidden factor is the
to 18 400 in May 1998. They are claiming that betweennumber of unregistered unemployed. For example, because
May 1997 and May 1998 almost 10 000 fewer people wer¢he farms are in difficulty one of the spouses gets a job out
employed in grain, sheep and beef cattle farming in Soutbf the farm sector. So, where you might be saying there are
Australia. two workers on a farm, or even three, the son and the spouse
The Hon. Mr Roberts has some knowledge of at leasiight have to go off to get a job to try to keep the farm
some parts of rural South Australia. There are no significartbgether. There are lots of hidden factors, would you not
figures as there were with the schools’ statistics collection tagree?
enable us to second guess this figure, but we did have The Hon. R.l. LUCAS: | am sure the Hon. Mr Crothers
discussions, for example, with the South Australian Farmerwill address this in his contribution, but he is right to say that
Federation, which said that certainly it do not believe thaive see reported figures.
such a decline had occurred in the occupations of grain, sheep The Hon. T.G. Roberts interjecting:
and beef cattle farming in that space of 12 months, particular- The PRESIDENT: Order!
ly where employment would be principally of owners and  The Hon. T. Crothers: | am sorry, | apologise.
operators and would therefore have resulted in a significant The Hon. R.l. LUCAS: No, that is all right. | take no
decline in the numbers of farmers and graziers, which is theffence at all. The Hon. Mr Crothers is making an important
principal source of their membership. They had certainly nopoint; that is, that there is a hidden unemployed. The only
seen that sort of decline in that 12 month period. Certainlyindicator that we have is the participation rate which gives us
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some indication. Certainly, through last year we saw a veryhis—are primarily interested, first, in their continued
significant decline in participation rate, but that is nowemployment and, secondly, in continued wages growth for
starting to bounce back. That is at least one indirect indicatahat 90 per cent, and it is not a pre-eminent concern for them
of the number of people who are trying to be employedas to the impact of the policy directions they undertake to
However, at some stages people just give up because they dmtect the insiders and the impact that may have on the
not believe the jobs are available; they are not registering, soutsiders, that is, the almost 10 per cent—the 7, 8 or 9 per
they might not be picked up in the official figures. cent of unemployed within Australia.

Many of us from the conservative Liberal side of the Itis not unanimous—nothing ever is in this debate—but
political spectrum—and also members from Opposition crosg is certainly far and away the majority view that the level of
benches—have a view that the way to resolve the unemployvages in the economy has a significant impact on employ-
ment problem is to grow the economy. Indeed, in recent timesent and unemployment. In fact, a report released last year
| have heard the criticism of the Government that the solutiotoy the Productivity Commission, specifically on youth
to this is to grow the economy. | want to place on record foremployment, concluded that there was ‘a strong and robust
members an analysis of unemployment and growth in theegative relationship between youth employment and youth
Australian economy—I do not have one for South Australiawages’. In quoting that, | know there will be strongly

Over the past 15 years Australia’s unemployment rate hagiffering views amongst members who debate this issue.
been higher than the OECD average. That gap has widenddiost conservative and Liberal politicians—and there are
in the past 10 years. This has happened despite the fact tretme within the Labor Party ranks who | am sure will be
over the same period Australia’s economic growth has beedlescribed as ‘conservative’ in this respect—who make this
above the OECD average. Between 1987 and 1997, OECparticular point are not doing so on the basis of saying,
economic growth was around 28 per cent, compared wittRight, let us have children and young people working for
around 35 per cent for Australia. During that period we haveslave labour rates again.’
seen stronger economic growth for Australia as an economy We have to acknowledge, in terms of the debate, that if we
than the OECD average, yet the gap in terms of the unentannot come up with other solutions—and the one that people
ployment and employment performance and between us ammbntinue to come back to is the level of wages and the cost
the OECD has widened in the past 10 years. Over the sanoé employing as an issue for employers—perhaps one of the
period OECD employment grew by around 20.2 per centeasons for the difference between our employment record
compared with about 18.2 per cent for Australia. To be fairand the employment record in other OECD countries is a
that is a very small difference. different approach in terms of wages and wages growth. It

Certainly, | do not argue against the growth arguments. inay well be that there are other factors. | am interested in the
am an adherent to the view, but what | would say is that it iperspective of other members in trying to explain why, even
not sufficient in itself. There are obviously other factorsthough we have grown our economy faster than the OECD
impacting on the Australian circumstances other than growttaverage, we have not performed as well in terms of employ-
We need growth and, as Treasurer and on behalf of theent growth within our economies.

Government, | believe the State and the Commonwealth need Many argue that we need to see more flexibility within our

to grow their economies, so | accept the view from opponentaward wages and wage structures within South Australia and
that part of the solution to the problem is growth in ourAustralia. There are many who argue that where we have
economy, but in itself it is not sufficient. youth awards within some of our awards we should not be

The Hon. T.G. Roberts interjecting: getting rid of them if we are genuinely interested in seeing

The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: That is because of a whole future and increased employment prospects for young people.
variety of reasons. If the honourable member has been The Hon. T. Crothers interjecting:
following the Financial Reviewdebate of the pasttwoweeks  The Hon. R.l. LUCAS: | understand the point the
there have been some very interesting perspectives on &onourable member makes. Let me speak as a parent in this.
analysis of productivity. We hope to bring down somecClearly, as a parent who has one youngster in the work force
interesting material toward the end of this year in terms ofind others about to enter it, we would like to see our young
South Australia’s performance in relation to productivity aspeople earning as high a wage as their hard work justifies.
well. They will come back to us as parents and say, ‘l am 16 and

In turning from the growth issue | wish to refer to the | am working as hard as the 18 or 19 year olds. Why am | not
vexedissue of wages. Again, | can only refer honourablepaid at the same level?’ As a parent you can understand that;
members to what | thought was a very good series of articleas a parent you might wish that it was otherwise; but as a
in theFinancial Reviewfrom about 3 February and the next parent we also have to look at the fact that we have almost 35
five or six days on employment and unemployment. | will notper cent of our young people who want a job—not all of our
quote from them all but one on the first day referred to ayoung people—who cannot get one. As a parent | have not
number of prominent commentators who talked very muclyet been in the position—but | am sure it will be the case at
of the view of the insiders and outsiders in terms of thesome stage in the future—of having a young person who is
unemploymentissue. The insiders are those 90 per cent or genuinely trying to get employment and who cannot get it and
who are currently in employment. The outsiders are those 1there will be the difficult decision of whether or not | would
per cent or so who do not have jobs at the moment. prefer to have my young person employed at perhaps a lower

The tenor of the article is that those within employmentlevel of wage than | would think he or she justifies, merits or
represented by their employee associations and others, @arns as opposed to not having a job at all. That is a difficult
terms of the actions that they take in relation to wages anduestion.
wages policy, can have and do have an impact on employ- It can be easily vilified in the political debate by saying
ment and unemployment levels within the national economyhat a particular politician or Party just wants to ratchet down
and within South Australia as well. There is a view that theyoung people’s wages so that the greedy employers can screw
90 per cent who are employed—and one can understangung people even more than they have in the past. However,
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if we are going to have a rational debate, if we cannot findion. I think there is a strong correlation between the unem-
other solutions, then in terms of not necessarily reducingloyment figures and the crime figures for young males, in
wages, it may be that as we look to policies for the future, weparticular, who performed poorly at school in literacy and
have to look at a number of the suggestions made whetherrumeracy, who suffered problems, who dropped out, and who
be growth at different rates so that some differentials coméave underperformed and underachieved.
in. | refer to the five prominent economists who wrote to the  Governments have to bite the bullet. Governments need
Commonwealth at the end of last year (there has been mu¢d do more in terms of early intervention. It means the
support for their proposition) that some sort of wage andeducation system has to work better with the health system.
Commonwealth income tax trade-off be entered into so thdt means that, if the education system is putting more money
the cost to employers of people at the lower skilled level ointo speech pathology, we cannot afford the health system to
the work force does not grow at the significant rate whichbe taking money from speech pathology. We need to see
might inhibit future employment but their take home pay,early intervention given the priority and prominence it
because of the tax trade-off, is protected to some degrateserves as a Government priority and commitment. | will
through Commonwealth Government policy. have another opportunity to speak about education policy, but
I have not seen the Commonwealth Governmentd believe it is important in terms of this issue.
response to that proposition from the five prominent econo- The final point | make is in relation to policy options on
mists but | will be interested to see it because we are in &he business tax debate, again at the national level, when one
situation where the Commonwealth is talking about adjustiooks at the relative employment performance of the United
ments to income tax. Many of us are supporting the view thatStates economy compared with the Australian economy. The
if you want to see people working harder, the fact that theyUnited States has an unemployment level of 4 per cent to
lose 47 per cent or whatever of every extra dollar they ears per cent. The Federal Treasurer has said that we, too, can
is a significant disincentive to encourage people to worlemulate that if we make the sort of changes to our wages and
harder. All of us know some professionals who are organisingndustrial relations system that the Americans have made.
their lives to work 3%z days to four days a week because they | do not think it is just as simple as making those sorts of
are making too much money over five days in terms of taxchanges. | was having discussions recently with some
As professionals, they are organising their lives so that theusiness people from the United States who are interested in

can have a day off to play golf. working in South Australia. Their very strong view, for what
Members interjecting: it was worth, was that the capital gains system within our
The Hon. R.l. LUCAS: That can and should be part of Commonwealth tax structure is a very significant inhibitor for

this debate. the growth of small businesses, in particular, those who take
The Hon. T. Crothers interjecting: a punt, those who make some money, and those who might
The PRESIDENT: Order! reap the benefits of having made money. | was encouraged

The Hon. R.l. LUCAS: | am not talking about a reduc- in that view when | looked at some recent information about
tion in youth wages in absolute terms. | am not even sayingrowth in the Australian economy and some of the
what my concluded view is on this topic. | am saying thereinternational research which has been done on this issue. |
is a proposition that, as we see growth in wages for alivant to refer to some work done by Cognetics Inc., a US
employees, it may be that in relative terms we need to seeompany, which looked at the conditions which contribute to
some sort of gap which will encourage the employment othe growth of small new businesses. The research states:
young people. That is an option and we need to sensibly  aninteresting approach in this area is taken by Cognetics Inc.,
debate that. We need to sensibly debate this proposition ofsaus company that focuses on the small business sector in the USA.
tax-wage trade off, which might see employees at the lowefinformation on their work can be found at the company’s website

i i ianifi .cogonline.com). Their summary findings for 1997 are that
end of the earning spectrum not being significantly worsés"r‘r"";"”er companies in the US generated about two-thirds of all gross

off—or, indeed, being protected in terms of the tax-wag€ey, jobs and all of the net new jobs, after losses at large firms were
trade off—and that the employment position of the businestaken into account. Locally headquartered firms outperformed out-

ses, which must employ these people, is encouraged in soméstate firms by ‘a large margin’ in terms of employment creation.
way. Looking at the ‘entrepreneurial hot spots’, the top five States were

A number of options are being tackled at the moment irﬁé mg?nngrq]ﬁ%dnsfggttgrg%rg;fegﬁgeg: hile for the top five cities

terms of wages policy. It comes within the broad spectrum ypjversities and colleges turning out ‘knowledge workers’;
of a more flexible wage system, within the spectrum of- a skilled labour pool;
enterprise bargaining or voluntary contracts or whatever. airports; )
There are a thousand different propositions, some of which @ nice place to live; o
| agree with and some of which | am less comfortable with. and @ positive entrepreneurial climate.
It is important that, if people cannot come up with someThat research and some other research highlighted the
reason why our national performance in relation to employsignificance of the differing capital gains tax regimes in the
ment and unemployment has been so poor compared wilnited Statesis-a-visAustralia, a capital gains tax regime
OECD countries, if a cogent, coherent reason cannot b&hich encouraged young firms to take a punt, to be entrepre-
given, it may be that Governments and Parties have toeurial and then to benefit from any profitability that they
confront the issue of wages policy and the flexibility of ourmight have achieved.
award systems both within South Australia and Australia. The Hon. T.G. Cameron interjecting:
There is a lot of other information in relation to that buttime  The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: No; | hope Peter Costello has a
does not permit me to add any more. similar view. As | understand it, John Ralph, who is conduct-

| want to say that | see a strong link between educatioring the business tax review, is arguing very strongly and |
performance, education policy and employability of youngknow Nick Minchin—
people. | believe that Governments—and we have started in The Hon. T.G. Cameron interjecting:
South Australia—need to give greater focus to early interven- The PRESIDENT: Order!
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The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: As | said, | am not using this ways its prejudices. Modern society expects a great deal from
debate to engage in a political debate between Labor arit citizens, and the most obvious sign of success is employ-
Liberal. | am trying genuinely to offer constructive sugges-ment. No matter how limited the job market or how few the
tions and ideas without— opportunities are, we place on ourselves and others the

The Hon. P. Holloway: South Australia first. expectation of gaining employment in order to be valued.

The Hon. R.l. LUCAS: | am putting South Australia first. Therefore, | believe it is the Government's task to lead the
| cannot turn up the research, but there is a good deal ofiay in this regard. Itis up to the Government to create those
international research which highlights the importance of thimpportunities for employment, or at least to create the
issue of capital gains and growth in small businesses. economic and political environment to maximise those

In terms of the State Government’s response and my owapportunities, and it is the Government's job to encourage the
view, clearly we need to attract new businesses to Soutprivate sector to do the same. This issue needs strong and
Australia. The success of Westpac, Bankers Trust, Motoroleonsistent leadership by the Government.
and EDS, all of these new companies which have been When we get into the debate we need to look at the current
attracted to South Australia are significant employers and cagituation. We live in a State which currently is in a state of
be a part of the solution. But | have a very strong view thagatrophy. Opportunities are passing us by and growth appears
they can be only a part of solution. If we are to solve ando be minimal. To touch on one of the issues that the Treasur-
resolve the issues of employment and unemployment not onr raised, it is very difficult nowadays to know exactly what
in South Australia but also in Australia we need to look at thghe growth rates are in this State. The ABS no longer
sort of policies which will allow small businesses to grow. produces those sorts of statistics, and | hope to say more later

As Treasurer, and as we look at the coming budget, whatbout the points made by the Treasurer in respect of statistics.
| hope we can do as a Government, and as a community | One of the problems we have in relation to growth is that
guess, is to look at that balance of policies that we have. W&/e have very poor measures, or no measures at all as to what
have some small business schemes which have been extighappening here. We know that up until 1997 our growth
ordinarily successful. In fact, the Small Business Traineeshipad been consistently below the national average, and the
Scheme is an extraordinarily successful program. | think thatreasurer’s budget projections predict that growth rates will
Governments need to respond to those sorts of programs tHzg below the national average. With minimal growth and low
encourage existing small businesses and more importantionfidence, these factors can only contribute to our current
encourage new small businesses to establish and to grow ailigh rate of unemployment.
as | said from a national level, to allow those new small Over the past few years the Government has been
businesses that do grow—the very successful ones—eroducing much publicised achievements in regard to
achieve the benefit that their risk capital deserves and tattracting industry to this State. Unfortunately, those achieve-
benefit their employees in terms of not only secure employments have often been little more than smoke and mirrors.
ment within the company but also possibly even some sharing/hat we have seen is that, as often as we are told about
of productivity benefits. Government sponsored industries entering this State, and

With that, | hope that | have set a bit of a background tousually they have been brought here as a result of generous
the debate. | hope that | have set a model that others migltibsidies, we are told about other industries which are
care to follow, if they wish, and that we use this time moving out due to a lack of support or because they have
constructively in terms of positive suggestions as to how wéetter opportunities elsewhere.
might tackle the issue without locking ourselves into  This shows a fundamental inconsistency or imbalance in
ideological mindsets as to what should or should not be donéhe economic development policies of the State. This is an
and without criticising Governments, whether it be Labor orissue that Cliff Walsh, who, after all, is one of the Govern-
Liberal, but genuinely looking at the issue and putting Southnent’s own advisers, has made a number of comments about.
Australia first—to take a phrase out of the Hon. Mrlt has been suggested by the Productivity Commission that
Cameron’s mouth—and, as Australians, to put Australia firsthis State provides more industry subsidies than any other
as well. State, and | think we must question whether we are getting

the best benefit from them. | think that that issue needs to be

The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: | support the motion to note addressed.
the report of the jobs workshops. In his speech the Treasurer At the last election in 1997 the ALP went to the people of
ranged over a fairly wide number of issues and | hope to gehis State with a clear policy on jobs for South Australians,
the chance later to address some of them. It seems to me ttwat creating new jobs and, importantly, helping people to keep
the Treasurer has raised more questions than he has produtied jobs they already had. The central plank of that policy was
solutions to the unemployment problem. Nevertheless, it hasn urgent jobs summit. For some three years now Labor has
been an interesting debate and | hope to get the chance to télken calling for a plan for job creation. It is urgent because
about some of these issues later. If we do not have thahe unemployment rate in South Australia, currently 9.2 per
opportunity in this debate, | am sure that many of the issuesent, is the highest on the mainland. Unfortunately, it appears
that the Treasurer raised will be dealt with on other occasiongs though the report that we have on the jobs workshops and

Today’s debate is vital because it deals with the lives othe debate we are having today is about as close as we will
real people, of people who are hurting because of unemployget to that.
ment. This issue transcends Party politics and personal We all should recognise that the figure for youth unem-
differences. It is an issue which we must all take seriouslyployment last December was 31.4 per cent—the second
because it affects every one of us: it affects our family andhighest in the country. We have consistently had the highest
friends. | am sure that all of us have friends and family whdevel of youth unemployment in mainland Australia. There
are affected by unemployment. is not much pointin Governments talking about jobs growth

This issue also extends beyond job queues and the numbeghen all they have done since they have been in govern-
of unemployed. It reflects society’s expectations and in somment—and it is something the Premier is proud of—is to cut
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the size of the public sector. Police, nurses and tradespeople When the Treasurer spoke earlier he made comparisons
in the public sector have been downsized, outsourced argetween Australia and the OECD. He pointed out how
privatised. Australia’s jobs growth did not look all that good compared

If we look back to the promises when SA Water wasto that of other OECD countries. If we compare South
privatised, that there would be cheaper water for consume/Australia’s performance with the national performance, we
and a boom in water industry jobs in South Australia, we carsee that our performance also has not been good. The current
see that the exact opposite has been the case. Every timéagget that the Premier has given his Government is to reduce
water bill arrives in the letterbox we see that it has gone uppur unemployment rate to the national average by the
the thousands of jobs that were promised have not eventuatétgar 2000. That has been the Government's policy over the
and hundreds, if not thousands, of jobs have been lost frofast 12 months. We would obviously hope that that could be
SA Water. achieved. However, the budget papers have shown—and |

I would like to comment about the reduction in public Nave pointed this out on other occasions—that on present
sector jobs—some 17 000 since the program began in 199budgetary settings we will not and cannot achieve that target.
The previous Labor Government announced a program to1 Prediction within the budget papers is that employment
reduce public sector jobs | think by about 3 500, but what hagrowth in South Australia will be below the national average
happened over the past six years or so is that it has blown offell Past the tum of the century.
to 17 000 jobs. If one looks at the savings on those jobs, and 't iS clear that the South Australian economy has been
if we take a conservative figure of $40 000 a year as th&nder performing in recent years in job creation, and a
salary for each job, one can see that the Government h&3assive jobs and unemployment gap has opened up between
slashed some $680 million in income for those people whé'S @nd the rest of the country. During the 1980s and the

previously received it; and, of course, it has also slashed th&2'1y 1990s, South Australia sometimes did better than the
amount from the State budget. national economy, sometimes it did worse. However, we have

. . never seen the enormous gap between the number of jobs
Woﬁl?j égesza/éng?ag%tr?]ﬁnﬁ:]a;eyg;v\e/\m;ng?: tﬁgt%v?e%?g é(t)iﬁéreated here and those created nationally as we have experi-
told that there are budgetary problems? Part of the problen nced today. Unemployment has certainly been higher than

X - is today. For example, it was higher in 1991-92 when we
was that to get rid of thqse Jobs we hadto pay TSPs amoun ad the national and international recession. At that time, it
ing to well over $1 billion, and it was probably closer to

e . NS was higher here and nationally. What has marked the past
$2 billion—I do not have the exact figure—which added Five years is that, despite sustained economic and employ-

massive amoun_t (o the State deb. ment growth nationally, we are lagging behind, and we have
Itis a great pity that a proper study has not been done ofgt recovered.

the impact of these targt_eted separation schemes. It was not he other worrying factor is that almost all job growth in
so much a matter of arguing against the need to cut some jokg,, 1, Australia has been in part-time work. If we look at the
in the public sector. As | said, that was a program under theye; figures from December last year, we see that we still

previous Labor Government. Clearly, we needed to cut thgaye around 30 000 fewer full-time jobs today than we had
outlays of Government. In fact, they have been massively cuj,,

yetwe have not had the budget saving. That tends to SUggegs7 oo in June 1990. As well, we have significant under

that many of these jobs have either come back as a cost to t@?nployment, that is, people who are unemployed and who
State Government through outsourcing—perhaps at a highgf,rk only a few hours part-time and others who want to work
cost—or that maybe people have moved interstate, taken thej{5re hours but cannot find that work. Also, many people
packages with them and injected the money they were givelyq1d work if they could but they do not appear in the
into the economies of those other States. statistics simply because they have given up looking.

I wonder whether we could not have achieved the budget South Australia also has longer average periods of
imperative of reducing outlays at a much lower cost if we hadinemployment. At 68 weeks, it is the second highest rate in
had a more effective scheme of TSPs within the public sectothe country. This is particularly bad for people aged 35 years
I make that remark by way of aside. It is a great pity that, inand over. For those who are 45 to 54 years of age, the average
all the work academics do, no-one really has been able tgeriod of unemployment is two years. If you are 55 to
conduct a thorough analysis of what has happened in relatigp years of age, this blows out to 151 weeks—that is nearly
to that. | suspect that, if we did that, we would see that thehree years without work.
whole job reduction package in the public sector has been At the last State election Labor proposed a comprehensive
much less cost effective than it could have been and that it i§|an, and at its heart was a jobs and recovery summit. This
part of the problem behind the low growth we have had in thevould have involved State and local government; businesses,
past few years. both large and small; unions; rural and community groups;

I will return to setting the scene of the employmentand all parliamentary Parties. Labor accepts that politicians
situation that faces us. When the current Government canao not have all the answers and that no one group does. That
to power in 1993, Dean Brown promised 20 000 jobs a yeais why we proposed working together with all sectors in the
So, after five years, we would have hoped that 100 000 jobsommunity to come up with practical ways to create jobs.
had been created. The sad fact is that now fewer thamhe aim of the summit was to forge a jobs and growth
25 000 extra jobs have been created in the economy, whicdgreement. The plan was that the agreement would contain
represents a growth rate of only 3.8 per cent. While | am surfb creation targets and would become a blueprint for the
that those who have those extra jobs are grateful, by thisconomic growth that would deliver and secure jobs.
Government’s estimates there should have been 75 000 more. As we are talking about job targets, it was interesting to
The growth we have had in the South Australian jobs marketote that at the last Federal election the Federal Labor Party
represents only about one-third of the national job rate oveput forward a target of 5 per cent unemployment nationally
that time. over several terms. That was ridiculed at the time, but | note
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in just the past few weeks the Treasurer Mr Costello hasrainees working in their offices. Government funded
talked in terms of a 5 per cent unemployment target beingraineeships are today a source of renewed optimism for
feasible. One can only hope that the Federal Government wijloung people leaving school with the limited employment
be a little more serious about that than it was when it waspportunities that are available to them.

ridiculing the Federal Labor Party. Now, however, the Government has seen fit to add to the

Labor’s plan that we put to the people at the last electioralready considerable hardship suffered by our youth when
was to create a jobs and economic development commissiaeeking employment by charging a $1 per hour training fee
to coordinate all Government efforts as the No. 1 priority offor new trainees. | understand that this charge relates to the
job creation and job security. Part of the jobs commission wa3AFE element of a traineeship which consists of two days
to include a jobs rescue task force to help preserve the jolmer week. This charge has been quoted in the media as
of mature age workers. It is a detailed plan, and Labor stilpotentially costing young people between $200 and $1 600
stands by it. As we know, a job summit was rejected by theo complete their traineeships. This is a huge disincentive for
Government. This Government has spent many tens gfoung people, especially those on a low income. This charge
millions of dollars chasing big multi-national and interstatehas been called an entry tax on employment, and | can think
firms in an attempt to buy jobs. Labor believes that not onlyof no better description that could be attached to it. Young
do we have to attract new industry to South Australia but weeople today have a very poor opinion of members of
have to help existing industry, new and old, large and smallParliament, whether justified or not, and this plan does
We cannot ignore the thousands of local businesses that hamething to change that perception.
helped build our State and continue to employ tens of Recently it was reported that there had been a drop in the
thousands of South Australians. retention rate of school students. In the 1980s and early

We proposed a major cut to the BAD tax which was1990s, there was a belief that leaving school would lead to
funded by allocating industry assistance money as part of o@mployment. This was reflected by the high retention rates
policy so that, in line with the point | have just made, theat the time. In 1992, 92 per cent of students stayed until
benefits would be felt by existing industry, as well as thoseg/ear 12. There was greater confidence in the job market. In
new companies that may come in, stay for a few years an#i997, that figure had dropped markedly to only 67 per cent,
then move on. We know that the GST proposal is now beforeeflecting a change in attitude towards employment and the
the Federal Government and that the tax base arrangememigsed for education. There is no confidence now that educa-
of the States will change forever. Although it has beertion equals employment.
claimed at this stage that more money will be provided to the What is more disappointing is that this drop in the
States, that remains to be seen. Those who have looked ratention rate was not evenly distributed amongst social
Commonwealth/State finances over many years would wagroups but was related to socioeconomic status. It is our
until they saw it before they believed that the Commonwealtiiesponsibility as leaders in this State to encourage and enable
would provide more money. Regardless of that, the GSToung people, especially on the job front. We all know of the
changes mean that there will be much less flexibility for thehorrific youth employment statistics, which | quoted earlier—
States in respect of their budgetary measures. | think 31.4 per cent in December.

Very little information has been made public as to how What has the Government done to encourage more youth
these Commonwealth arrangements will be effected; in facemployment? Unfortunately, it has charged them for the
the changes are yet to go through the Senate. | also note thaivilege. | really believe that this is an underhanded act that
discussions are going on with State and commonwealttvill put off many young people from applying for trainee-
officials as to how that may or may not impact upon Stateships. The user pays system that this Government has
finances. Clearly these tax issues are an important part of tleenbraced should not have a place in such an important area.
future in respect of jobs, and ALP policy, will develop, as it We need to have our young people working (that is vital to
will for other Parties, after those issues are resolved. ensure economic recovery), and we do not need to have

Another issue that we proposed at the last electorate wdmrriers in the way of young people accepting traineeships.
the introduction of enterprise zones for Whyalla, Port Pirie, During his contribution, the Treasurer mentioned some-
Port Augusta and the southern suburbs. These measurtténg about education. | am sure he is well aware of the
received support from unions and community groups. Thachool retention rates that we are now experiencing in this
Olsen Government withdrew from the Upper Spencer GulfState. In some parts of the State, the figure is as low as 25 per
cities enterprise zone status which was given to them undeent. How can we be serious about skilling our children to
the previous Labor Government. Clearly, we want to see thaake their place in the work force when fewer and fewer of
reversed. them are leaving school before they should? This problem

Another of our initiatives that we put to the people threatens to relegate our young people to a world where they
18 months ago was our First Start plan, which was a trainedrave few chances of obtaining worthwhile full-time employ-
ship and apprenticeship scheme for 6 000 people over threeent.
years. That scheme also received widespread support, There are a number of other policies which we put to the
including from the Local Government Association. Thesepeople at the last election. One of those was our promise to
traineeships were to be in both the private sector and the localake regions a priority. Regions such as the cities of the
government. Unfortunately, the Government’s reaction to thatpper Spencer Gulf face economic disadvantage and rates of
plan was to give it the thumbs down. unemployment that are above the State average. Our plan for

I would like to say a little about traineeships, because thegnterprise zones included a 10 year remission of all State
are an important element of this debate on employment. Fdaxes for approved projects. This plan to create jobs in the
young South Australians, one vital way of introducing themregion seems more important than ever now, with more jobs
to the work force has been through traineeships. Members &feing lost at BHP in Whyalla in recent days.

Parliament have had some experience of how this scheme We have seen a considerable decline in the work force in
works, because a number of members of Parliament have hatl the major cities in the North. We all know what the
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problem is and that no one group has the answer. Labd?rofessor Walsh has come to that conclusion that many of us
proposed, and is still proposing, a job summit so that theeached much earlier.

Government, the Opposition, unions, businesses, local To make the point in relation to debt reduction one could
government and community groups can work together. Surelyonsider a hypothetical example about what might happen in
that is worth the effort. That is what Labor proposed at thes community which had no economic growth for 10 years and
last election. | believe, as | hope | have indicated, that manwhich did not increase its debt in any way for 10 years (in
of those policies are still desirable today. other words, it ran no budget deficit). At the end of the period
In the time remaining, | want to make some commentsts debt would be exactly the same as it was at the start of the
about other matters that arose during the Treasurer’s contiperiod. On the other hand, if one were to have a growth rate
bution. First, | refer to job workshops. The report that theof 4 per cent over the 10 years, even if one was running a
Treasurer tabled yesterday is rather interesting. Most of uslight deficit, then even though the absolute figure for the
have not had time to read it in great detail, as it is rathetlebt might be greater at the end of the period, because of the
lengthy and was tabled only yesterday. | have had a glanasconomic growth the debt as a proportion of GSP could be
at some of it. | think it would be fair to say that some of the much lower in the second scenario than in the first. | just use
suggestions in this report contradict other suggestions that atieat hypothetical example—
made in it. Some have been tried; some are already in place; The Hon. M.J. Elliott: That's what is happening now.
some breach agreements that we have made at national andr,o Hon P. HOLLOWAY: That is right. The problem

international level and therefore would come up against thzﬁ that our growth rate has been so low and, with all the cuts
|

the Public Service to which | referred earlier, when my

: A onservative ‘back of the envelope’ figure was that 17 000

b_eneflt analy5|s—.|n other words, they would be too expenj—obs might have saved approximately $680 million in salaries

sive for the benefit that th_ey Would.produce. (at $40 000 each), we still have the budgetary problems. This
Many of these suggestions require Commonwealth rathghaes the point that, while debt reduction has a place, so too

than State action; and some are probably_ beyond all Ievel_s ‘afoes creating growth, and the Government needs to re-
Government—for example, the suggestion about restoringy 2 mine its position on that.

banks to country regions is.somethir)g that wqu]d be difficult During his speech, the Treasurer to some extent tended to
forany Govern'ment to achieve, deswablg asitis. Therg MY ame the messenger as far as unemployment statistics are
be problems with many of these suggestions but, even if onIX

. oncerned, and he criticised the Australian Bureau of
a hande_JI clear t_he _hurdles in front of them and make Hiatistics (ABS). I would like to be fair on this matter. One
worthwhile contribution to employment, they are worth

considering. We will all go through those reports in rnuchof the problems is that the ABS is suffering the same decline

greater detail. No doubt there are some good ideas amonqagsgare many other public sector departments, and | think our
the many suggestions that have been made. al ABS office is shrinking. Overall, the resources available

| h intthat the T dein hi to the ABS are diminishing, and the number of staff based in
tL.’tr)n now tg_anot Er porllntgratt e reasurerdma;] etl)n '%Eis State are shifting to the head offices. | think it is regret-
contribution. Given that the Treasurer covered the broag, e that we no longer have the range of statistics available

economic issues, it would be well worth making some ;5 ‘and | have earlier in this speech referred to the growth
comments about debt reduction. It is interesting that earllelrigures that are now no longer available

this week the Government's principal economic adviser, | agree with the Treasurer that it is essential in a modern

Professor Cliff Walsh, made some comments in the news-oc.et and it was probablv true also even in Roman davs
paper where he actually criticised the narrow focus of the©Clety (and itwas p y lrue aiso evenl . ys,
Government. In an article headed ‘Narrow focus dog hen statistics were kept) that statistics are a very important
Government; he made the following point: ool in good government. | certainly have fears about the
o e ' decline in the quality of ABS services as they face the same
By making deficit and debt reduction in effect almost the only ~;t packs as so many other Government agencies have. | am
clearly and consistently stated part of its economic developmen : . :
strategy, the Government created a strategic vacuum that discomfite@t Sure that I would agree with the Treasurer's attacks on the
its potential ‘friends’ and left its ‘foes’ with an easy target on which ABS being responsible for high unemployment figures.
to concentrate their criticisms. Whilst those examples that the Treasurer gave about prob-

He went on to say: lems in particular categories may have an element of truth in

Then Treasurer Stephen Baker's ‘We're in the home straightlhem’ the overall results tha.lt Qne WOUl.d get for unemploy-
statement in his 1996 budget speech is now coming home to haufi€Nt based on the ABS statistics are still likely to be correct.
the present Treasurer and Government. The question being askedW¥hatever problems one might have in particular categories
‘I that was true [that we are in the home straight], how come wewhere there are obviously very small samples and perhaps

barrier (the preference for local suppliers is an example o
that); and some of the suggestions would probably fail a co

need to sell our electricity assets on budgetary grounds? problems with the sampling technique, the overall unemploy-
The Hon. T.G. Roberts: Yes, and it is a long straight, ment rates that are identified by the ABS should not be
too. considered to be in doubt.

The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: Yes, it is a long straight. It The Treasurer also talked about wages policy and the
is interesting that even Professor Walsh, who sat on the Audipact on employment. Clearly, wages policy is an important
Commission which the Government set up shortly after iissue, as you yourself pointed out, Mr Acting President, when
came to office at the end of 1993, who is still in the employyou were at your bench behind me. One of the key issues in
of the Premier, and who has certainly been a very consistemtages policy is the question of demand. We have seen a
advocate of many of the Government'’s policies down thenassive change in the distribution of wealth and income
years, has shifted ground in relation to this matter. He isvithin our society over the past 10 or 15 years, and it shows
saying that the Government has focused far too much on the sign of declining. As the higher income earners in our
question of deficit and debt reduction and not enough osociety get more, unfortunately those at the bottom of the
other economic growth issues. | am pleased to see thahain are getting less.
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| believe that those distributional issues are having amnd more of the total tax burden because of the declining tax
impact on employment, and the reason why it would worktake in other areas.
would go something like this: if you are giving massive  That is the fundamental issue that needs to be solved not
increases, as we have seen in recent days, to the chiefly in terms of ensuring that we have the revenue for society
executive officers of so many private companies, when yoto run but also in terms of equity, because this inequity is
have the head of AMP and Westpac with salary increasegrowing. Some people in the private economy, through
alone of well over $1 million per year, what are those peoplezarious tax devices, are paying no tax and others on the
likely to do with those pay increases? That $1 million couldPAYE system, who are working just as hard, are paying
employ dozens of people at the lower levels of those organimuch larger amounts of tax. That inequity is one of the key
sations on lower incomes. If that were the case, those peopfgoblems within our economy and it affects the level of
would be buying local produce, such as cars. On the othegmployment. | make the point that, if the distribution of
hand, the CEOs are more likely to be buying importedwealth within our community is diverging rapidly—and all
products. It is a well known fact that the higher the incomethe statistics indicate that it is and has been for some 10 or
the higher the propensity to purchase imports. | think thes&5 years—why is the tax burden shifting more and more to
distributional issues cannot be ignored in relation to unemPAYE workers?
ployment issues. Earlier the Treasurer talked about how we need some

Unfortunately, | do not have the article with me, but | incentives, such as removing capital gains tax. As | said, if
noticed recently that Professor Keith Hancock, one of outhe burden every year is falling more and more on PAYE
most eminent economistsy who has written the basic te)workers, Why is it that the distribution of wealth is diverging
books that are used in so many economic courses and wis@ rapidly towards those at the upper end of the income
became a prominent iudge on the Industrial Commissiorﬁ,ystem? One could cover many other issues in a debate of this
made a comment that after 25 years of studying the issuen@ture, and | am sure we will have other opportunities to do
lack of demand in the economy was the fundamental caus¥®. In my contribution this afternoon I hope I have been able
of unemployment. To relate that back to the issue of waget® outline the policies that the Labor Party put at the last
poiicy, if you keep downsizing or Cutting salaries at theelectlon, many of which are still current. ObVIOUSly, come the

bottom, you are reducing the purchasing power of people an@ext election in two or three years, we will again be putting
reducing demand. our platform to the people of this State in relation to job

reation and, of course, from time to time we will also put
pecific policies. Clearly, much more has to be done, and we
ill do our part in that.

At the time of the last Federal election, the Federal Labor
arty promised this State a special package of assistance.
here was a recognition from the Federal Labor Party that
tates such as South Australia and Tasmania have special
problems in relation to employment growth and therefore
eed some assistance. Unfortunately, that package will not
%implemented because the Federal Labor Party did not win
the election. Why is itin this State, when the Federal Liberal

What is also happening, because of the rapid outsourcin
is a lack of job security. | do not think any debate on
employment would be complete without saying somethind"
about job security. There is no doubt that job security ha
diminished rapidly over the last decade or so, with the tren
towards more part-time and casual work. Clearly, that has a,
impact on the level of demand in the economy. If people ar
worried about where their next pay packet will come from,
obviously they will not be as confident about spending theit’
salary on purchasing houses and the other goods that are
essential for keeping the wheels of the economy turning.

need is the simplistic notions of cutting wages to provide,« Howard Government does so little for this State? The
jobs, as the Treasurer appeared to be suggesting, althoughlic, 10" of this State deserve more. With all the Federal

did concede that it was a little more complicated than that'LiberaI politicians in Canberra from this State, why is the

One other issue that was raised by the Treasurer was a t&&{ate Government not urging the Federal Government of its

wage trade off. The Treasurer put the question to us: why igersuasion to do more for South Australia and to put forward
it that in the OECD some countries have had better employa package as the Labor Party did at the last election?

ment growth than we have, even though our economic growth ' \while we are on Federal matters, | also mention as an

has been greater? | suppose there are many reasons why thsitle that | believe that the destruction of the Commonwealth
could be so. T_h_e fact that we run larger an_d larger balance gfmployment Service by Dr Kemp and the creation of the new
payments deficits means that we are selling more and mojghs network has been a total unmitigated disaster in relation
of our Australian assets to overseas corporations, and thatig unemployment. | am sure we could say much more about
undoubtedly one of the factors. that, but there is chaos within what was the old CES
Also, we do have a crisis in our taxation system at thesystem—I suppose one would call it the ‘Jobs Network’.
moment. However, in my view, the crisis we have in taxationClearly, that issue needs to be fixed urgently by the Federal
is that those who are best able to pay are not paying their faBovernment; it is a disaster. | note from a scan through the
share. In relation to corporations, the share of the total tax bijobs workshop papers that many people have referred to the
has been diminishing rapidly. The tax that is now paid by ouproblems and difficulties they now have in obtaining
largest corporations is almost insignificant. Indeed, if onénformation about jobs as a result of those changes to the jobs
looks at the very largest corporations, the multinationals, onaetwork. As well as creating jobs for this most vulnerable
sees that most are paying nothing at all, or so little that theisector of the population, the very least we could do is ensure
contribution to the taxation base is almost insignificantthat those people have some decent services to help them gain
Therefore, the cost of running our society is falling more ancemployment. We do not have that under the disastrous system
more on the PAYE employee, and that is the real crisis in outhat exists at the moment.
tax system. As every year goes by, the PAYE employees, On that note, | wind up by saying that | support the motion
who are getting fewer in number, are having to shoulder morand look forward to the Government acting on the recommen-
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dations and at long last coming up with a plan for unemploysions my children have been taught under that arrangement,
ment in this State. and from what | have seen it has worked very well for the
teachers and certainly it has not been a problem for my
The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: I will puta position on behalf children. In secondary schools it is even easier for a teacher
of the Democrats. Unfortunately, we were not notified of thisto work .6, .8, or .4.
debate until last Thursday, so it did not give me a great deal The Government should consider whether there is some
of time to g|Ve the level of considered thought that | Wouldway of encouraging other work places to examine permanent
have liked in relation to this debate. There are no miraclgyart-time work and at least making it available to those
as awhole, and no-one should pretend otherwise. We can @§ofor a whole range of reasons. We may find a person
a whole lot of things and, collectively, each can make approaching retirement who does not want to retire, but the
contribution. | am sure that many valuable ideas are includeghgice at the moment is full-time work or no work. I think
within the booklet we are noting, which was tabled inmany people approaching retirement would happily go to .5
Parliament yesterday. A few ideas also cause me gregt 6 because they still value work and the money it gener-
concern, so the sorting of the wheat from the chaff is still toates. They are usually financially secure or reasonably secure
be done. There is no doubt that the booklet contains manynd already own their home and would quite happily wind
ideas. | am sure anything | say today will not be original andygck their work commitments.

will probably overlap and be found somewhere in the booklet | ink parents would happily work .8 because they want

as well. , B _to be home when their children get home from school; and
Before we start talking about specific moves for creatlngagain, given the option, people would say a 20 per cent cut

jobs, we should ask some other more fundamental qUestiof$ their pay or in both their pays would be worth it. They
about what it is that we are trying to achieve. People say, ‘Wg,q,1d say, ‘We are both working and we can afford it’, but

want to create jobs. It is my understanding that Southy the moment those sorts of options more often than not are
Australians per capita are working more hours per head thghut there.

they have for the best part of three decades and that the
average amount of work done by South Australian adults 06p
working age is higher than it has ever been. So, there is n
shortage of work; in fact there has been a growth in work
What there has been a loss of is jobs. What is happening
that those in work are working far longer hours than they eveFnay be one of the last articles that Don Dunstan wrote
worked before, whilst many others are not working at all or '

find th ves in th tof all K situati th IHeaded ‘Impoverishing the work force’ he talks about the
Ind themseves in the Worst of all work Situations, the Casuaia merican miracle, and | note that the American miracle was
part-time job and all that that entails.

) e . commented on earlier by the Treasurer. The article states:
In South Australia we have many families in which two y

people are employed full-time. When | say ‘full-time’, we are The Americans claim an unemployment rate of 5 per cent. Those

babl ki | h both Ki 60 are the official figures, but the nature of the ‘employment’ is worth
probably talking couples who are both working Or examining. Consider the following: when President Clinton boasted
70 hours plus. Then there are other families in which no-onet a rally that he had created 11 million jobs a worker interjected,

is working. That is not a criticism of two-job families, but it ‘Yeah, and I've got three of them." When he added that most of the
does note that there is, if you like, the work and the way irjoPs were relatively well paid, the Economic Policy Institute, a
hich 1 has ben carved Up 1 create jobs, and the vy 112l 1k a shed hat 50 per centof Anertcas
which it is then being distributed is creating an imbalance, .
Members usually will also find that, for the most part, the The article also states:
people who are working long hours are often in professional When the American minimum wage was increased to $US5.15
jobs and earning huge incomes as well. The other familieBer hour it meant that minimum wage workers were still $US2 000
that are getting little work are usually on low wages and"orse off than 30 years ago.
employed casually and have all the problems that casualissivhen people start talking about the American miracle, they
tion infers. Our challenge is to try to redistribute the amountre talking about a work force where 30 per cent of full-time
of work already present in our economy. workers are at poverty level, where there is a casualisation
One suggestion which I noted in the jobs book and whichate well beyond Australia’s, and where the minimum wage
is made by about 30 people—and something which thef $5.15 an hour is $2 000 a year worse than it was 30 years
Democrats have advocated for a very long time—is that weago. | recall another article which indicates that, when you do
need to look at a lot more permanent part-time work andn analysis of what the Americans call ‘unemployment’, it is
particularly in relation to job sharing. Many people currently different from what Australians call unemployment.
working full-time would happily work part-time, but America has a large gaol population of 1.5 per cent, and
permanent part-time work is not that easy to come bythey are not included in the unemployment figures. America
Increasingly, the part-time work that is around is casual andhas an extraordinary number of people on parole—I think
other than perhaps university and school students, not a whadeound 7 per cent or 8 per cent—and they are not counted.
lot of other people are looking for the types of conditions thafThey are unemployed but they are not counted as unem-
go with casual work. They are great fodder for the chairployed. There is also a large number of people in America
stores and the restaurants but not much for elsewhere.  who have never registered as unemployed for a range of
The Education Department is one of the few employers imeasons—for example, the Mexican workers who pick a bit
South Australia that has encouraged and allowed permaneatt fruit for part of the year and for the rest of the year they are
part-time work to occur, and it often happens through jomot in work and therefore they do not exist and so they are not
sharing arrangements. Members will often find two teachereegarded as unemployed. People living in the ghettos are not
sharing a single class in primary schools. On several occamployed and have other means of getting revenue, | guess.

| encourage the Government to look carefully at that
tion and to look at the redistribution of work so that there
re indeed more jobs. However, | must say that | would not
want it to go to the extreme that we find in the United States.
[Sefer to anAdelaide Revievarticle (January 1999) which
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They are not working in an official sense, and that is what isa tax on employment, like some other taxes, yet the Federal
driving the drug scene in America: the high levels of povertyGovernment has never put payroll tax on the table. If it is
That is what is driving crime in America. Of course, thoseserious about getting rid of taxes on employment, payroll tax
people will never be counted among the unemployed becaugean obvious tax to remove. As | said, the States would not
they will end up in prison and on parole as well. They will be too happy about that because payroll tax is one of the few
never be unemployed in their whole lives. That is thesources of revenue we have. At the same time we should be
American miracle. entering the debate with the Federal Government and saying,
People who blithely talk about what is happening in‘Let us look at the vertical fiscal imbalance that is currently
America forget that it is a sick country and it is a country inoccurring within Australia and let us look at the way the
which Australians, unless they happen to be in the wealthgtates themselves are being funded. Let us give some
section of America, would never want to live. | have visitedguarantees so that payroll tax, FID and all the other taxes that
America on a couple of occasions and have met somthe States have been forced to rely upon do not continue to
delightful and lovely people there and | have seen some greateate problems’.
things, but it is not a place in which | would choose to live,  1do not criticise the State Government for having payroll
nor would | want Australia to ever model its economy on thetax, FID or other taxes because we need the income. On the
United States. record on a number of occasions | have said that at this stage
I have discussed some things that we may do. Some thinglse State probably has no choice but to look at a tax increase.
are beyond the State Government but, while we have a telowever, with the GST debate occurring right now, States
debate running, we could look at the way in which our taxwould be foolish not to grab this opportunity to look at
structures work. | recall Mr Howard many years ago, | think,restructuring the way our own revenue sources work. | simply
talking about the possibility of couples combining their pose a hypothetical question at this stage as to whether or not
incomes and having a tax structure that addressed that. | fintlere is some possibility of consensus between the Demo-
that somewhat attractive because the current tax structuegats, Liberal and Labor, not necessarily on the whole of the
works in such a way that, if one person works, you get allGovernment’s tax package but at least on some elements of
sorts of benefits through the tax system if their partner doegax reform which might be of benefit to the States and to the
not. The moment their partner starts to work, many of thenenefit of employment. Within the context of the debate we
benefits disappear, and it is a classic poverty trap that impacise now having | pose that question, and | would certainly
on an individual. Once you come into the work force youlike the Government and the Labor Party to respond to it.
have to work a lot to start making up for everything you lose.
Then of course there is child care, and people start chasing [Sitting suspended from 6 to 7.45 p.m.]
their tail. It is not Democrat policy but personal comment
when | suggest that there is some merit in what | recall The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: | will return, briefly, to an
Howard talking about six or seven years ago in relation to @arlier discussion about the work force and its structure in
tax structure that encompasses household income in sorneder to underline my concern about the way in which jobs
way. There are some households where both people agge now distributed and the particular sorts of jobs that are
working and making enormous amounts. There are mangow being created. The December job list figures from the
couples who would happily work fewer hours but, as | said Australian Bureau of Statistics show an improvement in
unfortunately many employers do not offer that option andSouth Australia’s jobless rate. Full-time work continues,
to some extent the tax structure does not encourage it eithdrowever, to be replaced by part-time jobs. The figures show
People have to work either full time or not at all becausean increase in total employment of 8 300 since the previous
of the poverty trap arrangements that work within the taxmonth, but the number of full-time employed fell by 2 700
structure itself and in terms of the various benefits that aréh December. The job market has continued to rely on
available. | am not talking about making women stay atncreases in part-time work to offset the ongoing drop in full-
home: | am suggesting that, if | was a teacher and stiltime jobs. In fact, | said previously that | would encourage
teaching and in another five years | would own my home andhore part-time work—if it was part-time permanent work—
everything else, | would be happy to work .8 and work on mywhere workers opt to take it. As | understand it (although the
fruit block in the Riverland or just spend more time by thefigures do not show it), most of the growth in part-time work
river. Such an option is not available at this stage. is not part-time permanent work and, as such, is a reason for
I look at some of my friends where one or both partnergeal concern. Since January 1998 South Australia has
are teaching and looking to wind back their work time butexperienced a total drop in full-time workers of 4 400, so we
still have children at school. The tax structure works in suclare seeing an expansion in the number of working poor who
a way where, as | said, you have to work full time or not atare relying on part-time casual work to survive. That is a
all and perhaps not half time. | am largely going to focus ormatter of very real concern.
what the State Government can do but, while | am talking | spoke about some changes that | thought could be
about the Federal Government, | point out that we now havanitiated via the Federal Government, but there are some
another opportunity because the GST debate is about muthings which can be done within the State itself at a legisla-
more than a goods and services tax. The GST debate is abdive or regulatory level and which could further assist growth
the way our whole tax system is structured in Australia, andh jobs. For some time, the Australian Democrats have been
it gives us an opportunity to talk about many other matterdoth concerned about and actively fighting on issues which
that could help employment. impact upon small business. We do need, | believe, legisla-
For example, this could be the opportunity to abolishtion within this State that prevents companies with excessive
payroll tax, which is a major source of State revenue andnarketing power engaging in oppressive and unconscionable
which States would not want to give up, yet we also knowconduct. Some elements of that are now found within the
that it is clearly a tax on employment. | find it curious thatretail trade legislation, but | have some doubt whether or not
one of the reasons given for introducing a GST is that it is nothat at present is sufficiently strong.
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It must be noted that for every job that is created in a largéhat the Government would try to steamroll things through,
retail business about 1.7 jobs are lost in small retail businegut at the end of the day | think that creates a greater, rather
ses. As this aggressive competition from the monopolies dhan a lesser, level of uncertainty.
oligopolies of retail and other areas continues, we are seeing We need a process that is absolutely predictable and not
an increasing move towards expenditure in capital itemseliant upon a Minister's saying, ‘Don’t worry about it, I'll
replacing labour. Society does not gain in that we are losindjx it up for you.” What we need is good up-front planning
competition, and we also lose because there is less emplograt gives very clear guidelines about what is and is not
ment in many of these large businesses for the same amouatceptable. Perhaps if that had been happening for some years
of investment as one will find in smaller businesses. South Australia would not have the reputation that it now

Legislation is long overdue at both State and Federaénjoys. It has been Governments’ preparedness to kowtow to
levels which tackles issues of monopolies in a real sense. the white shoe brigade, suggest that everything is okay and
is quite clear that current anti monopoly legislation intry to bully the way through that has created the level of
Australia is far weaker than the anti trust legislation in theconfrontation that we have seen in South Australia.

United States, where they break up monopolies with much | think the Government could look at some of the success-
less market power than we see in the Australian situatiorful things that have been done. | think the current Govern-
Certainly, we could also do things to assist small business iment was responsible for the creation of a zone for siting
terms of the amount of red tape that is involved. | havefoundries—a very good idea. It created a great deal of
already spoken earlier about the suggestion that payroll tagertainty. People knew they could go to that zone and
could be abolished as part of the GST package, but we can gstablish a foundry without running into any problems.
much further. For the life of me, | do not understand whyFoundries have problems with their local communities.
employers have such a myriad different forms to completeCastalloy, for instance, is having those difficulties in Camden
with information often duplicated. For instance, if one hasat the moment. | think that providing that level of certainty
employees, one must fill in forms in relation not only to up front is a good thing.

income tax but also to WorkCover and a whole lot of other  The other example that comes to mind is the development
things, many of which contain the same information. on top of Mount Lofty, where the zoning was not necessarily

I would suggest to this Government that one simpleconducive to what happened there. The Government set up
solution would be a computer software package which woulé genuine consultative process, and | heard nothing but praise
run on a PC and which would be capable of generating all thom all directions—from conservation, Aboriginal and
various forms from one set of input. That would not be adevelopment groups—as to how that process worked.
complex computing job. If the Government wanted toHowever, David Wotton himself said that the one mistake he
facilitate small businesses, all it would need to do is come umade was that, having gone into the initial planning stage, he
with a computer program that runs people through the seriedisbanded the group. His regret was that it was not main-
of questions they need to answer, and the computer itseffined through the design stage, as that would have ensured
would then generate the various forms which are necessatpat the few residual problems that eventuated almost
whether it be for income tax, workers compensation orcertainly would not have.
whatever else. The paper war would be much reduced and, | am surprised that the Government, having done some-
therefore, the disincentive for employing people would bething so successfully, did not learn a lesson from that and do
reduced. it again. However, it has not, and that mystifies me. In fact,

Even in my own capacity as a member of Parliament, I do not think that those two successes to which | have
employ people to do work for me, but there are times whemeferred have been replicated since. The Government should
I think the paperwork hardly compensates for the amount olbok at these very real successes and seek to build upon them.
work they end up doing. | suggest that that is a very simple The next area | want to look at briefly relates to infrastruc-
thing which the Government could do. | would argue that theure. The Government, with very strong support from the
development of such a computer program would not bé&emocrats, has been promoting the Adelaide to Darwin
inordinately expensive. | suppose an alternative would be toailway. In this place | have argued that we need to look at
have one body acting as an agent for all these other bodiesur transport infrastructure elsewhere in the State. | think that
| cannot see why it would not be possible for the Australianf we are to make the Adelaide to Darwin railway a real
Taxation Office to act as an agent for South Australia’ssuccess the route between Adelaide and the Eastern States
workers compensation or as an agent for any of the othereeds to be upgraded as well.
levies that are also imposed on employers so that it is In the past month or so | have become aware that some
effectively a one-stop shop. So, there are two alternatives, bstgnificant work is about to happen on the Adelaide to
both of them would significantly reduce the time spentMelbourne line, although the area most needing upgrading
embroiled in paperwork by small businesses. It does not tenahd where the greatest amount of fuel is expended and where
to impact on big businesses as much, in that they can afforalgreat deal of time is lost is that through the Adelaide Hills.
to take on specialist staff, and it is probably a small cost ifThat needs a significant amount of work done. The current
the overall costs of their business. However, a small businesannels do not allow double-stacked carriages through, and
generates a greater percentage of paperwork in relation this means that the movement of freight will always be
employees (and by ‘percentage’ | mean the percentage of theefficient unless either those tunnels are upgraded or a new
total effort that goes into it.) route is found. Also, the various gradients through which the

In terms of legislation and regulation, | know that peopleline goes in the Hills are such that the size of trains is limited
have different views about the way in which the Developmenand the number of locomotives needed is very high. That
Act could and should work, but | have been a long-termagain is avoidable. An upgraded line will make Adelaide
advocate arguing that the current application of the Developmore competitive into the eastern markets in terms of the cost
ment Act, particularly in relation to major projects, has beerand speed of delivery from Adelaide into the Eastern States
working to no-one’s benefit. There has always been a dangand would also mean that Victoria, in particular, would be
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more likely to support the Adelaide to Darwin line if it could with the pilchards and which | believe was responsible for the
see that it could use it quickly and efficiently. tuna deaths at Port Lincoln. We must build an industry on

But there are other internal links. We in South Australiaadequate scientific research and on proper independent—and
are very reliant upon cheap fuel, and while fuel is cheap roatistress ‘independent'—scientific advice. If we can do that,
transport looks great. But there is no question that the daye will have an industry that will supply a lot of jobs for a
will come when the fuel dependent road system will not bdong time. If we do not do that, | think we will find that even
as cost-effective as a rail system. Already a long-haul raiinvestors in the long run will be severely hurt.
beats road. At this stage Mount Gambier is isolated from rail, In relation to business assistance, | have already talked
and we need to look at that again. It worries me that Eyrebout the potential for reducing paperwork. I think that we
Peninsula, which has an internal rail system, is disconnecteshould also be looking at business incubators. | note that there
from the rest of the system. | think that Whyalla, which are some start-ups of those now happening in South Aus-
cannot rely upon BHP, as | understand it, for more thartralia. The Democrats have been long-term supporters of
probably 15 years (that is how long before the ore runs outdmall business incubators. For those who are not aware of
would gain not only by being connected to the east but byrow they function, basically a person with a business idea in
being connected back into the rest of Eyre Peninsula. Itthe first instance would convince the operators of the
capacity to be a major service town across the Peninsula fimncubator that they have a viable business idea; they enter the
new mining and other ventures, which are almost certain ttncubator; and they are provided with a range of assistance.
happen, is very great. | think we need to look at that. You often find that small businesses fail in their first three

This is the first time | have talked much about spendingyears, and they usually fail because they are not very good at
money, but | have to say that it is a question where we spenahything other than their core business. A person may be
our infrastructure dollars. | personally would have spent ouparticularly skilled at metal work, aguaculture or some other
infrastructure dollars on improving the rail system before Iskill and that may be their core business. However, they also
spent it on the tunnel that we have just built on the freewayhave paperwork to do, they need business plans, and they
That is a personal decision, but in terms of the long-terrmeed to be able to advertise their business. They need to do
benefit for the State | think an upgraded rail system woulda whole range of things for which they do not have the skills.
have created greater long-term economic benefit for the Stafhe idea of a business incubator is to provide support in those
than that tunnel which, at the end of the day, probably savesreas and to give them skills as their business develops. After
about five minutes of travel time—I would be surprised if it two or three years, the expectation is that they will move out
is much more than that—and creates similar problems whichf the incubator into their own premises and that new
the Southern Expressway has created. businesses will come into their place.

People on the Southern Expressway are saving two to | am quite excited by the incubator | saw at Wallaroo,
three minutes and, because it works so well, the traffic counwhich is an aquaculture based incubator, and an incubator is
has gone up and the traffic speed from there to the city haalso starting up at Mount Gambier. As well, a computer
slowed down. It has been an investment which, unfortunatelfjpusiness incubator is operating in Adelaide. Incubators have
has been counterproductive: it was a great idea in isolatiofyeen successful when used overseas and, importantly, they
but it does not operate in isolation. | do not think that the besbuild new small businesses. We know that small businesses
bang for the bucks in infrastructure was achieved. Thare the bulk of our economy, and we know they are also the
Government would have been much better off putting a lightmajor employer in our economy. Anything we can do to get
rail system into the southern suburbs and making a realp small businesses that are likely to survive in the long term
attempt at shifting large numbers of people in that manneris a good thing. It need not be a net cost to the community,

Another industry where dollars need to be spent bybecause it would be expected that the services provided
Government is in aquaculture. | want to put on the recordvould not be provided simply for free. The small business
again that the Democrats believe that for a range of reasomgould be expected to pay for the assistance that they are
aquaculture has an important role to play in this State. Firsteceiving. However, more importantly, there will be a pay-
and most importantly, virtually all our fisheries are atback to the community as a whole as they prosper and as they
maximum extent, and | would suggest that probably some dftart to employ.
them are being over fished at present. The only way that there There has been a failure in South Australia to adequately
will be further seafood will be through aquaculture, which hasmarket the State overseas, although there have been some
major economic potential as well. promising signs in the past 12 months or so. There are three

Unfortunately, this Government has tried to do it on theareas in which we have failed to capitalise on opportunities.
cheap, and at the end of the day I think everyone is a losewith regard to education as an employer, according to the last
| hear the tuna farmers complaining right now, but | cannofigures | saw, South Australia was getting about 4 per cent of
help but think that they partly brought it on their own necks.tertiary students who came to Australia. On a population
They have tried to fast-track things through cosy deals, bubasis, we should be getting about 8 per cent. We have clear
all the research has tended to concentrate on aspects of th@vantages over Melbourne and Sydney, because Adelaide
biology of the tuna alone and not look at the interactions ofs a cheap city for accommodation and food, an easy city in
tuna with the environment and at questions such as, ‘Are theiwhich to move around and a safe city in which to live. It has
risks with bringing pilchards into South Australia?’ all the profiles overseas parents would be seeking for their

There is no reasonable doubt now that disease washildren, yet only 4 per cent of overseas students came to
introduced into the pilchard fishery by the imported pilchardsAdelaide. It was simply a marketing failure.
| have seen enough scientific evidence now to make fairly We had individual universities—sometimes individual
clear that the imported pilchards brought in the disease thaepartments—marketing themselves in a vacuum. They were
decimated the fishery not only in South Australia but alsgoing into a market trying to promote their product when
interstate. | think it is sloppiness, trying to cut corners and nohobody knew where South Australia or Adelaide was. | note
working on sound scientific advice which created problemsn the past 12 months that a group has been formed, which is
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now seeking to do some coordinated marketing, and tha gradual process for a long time, but it was building. The
major driving force behind that was the Lord Mayor, Janewhole underpinning of the wine industry clearly had this
Lomax Smith. If the Government had its way, the Adelaidequality of education, so that we had, one on one, the best
City Council would not have existed, but luckily it did not get wine technicians in the world. There are brilliant winemakers
its way. Perhaps the new Minister for Education Malcolmin other countries but there are a lot of ordinary ones.
Buckby may have played some small role, and for that | alsélowever, | do not think Roseworthy was turning out bad
congratulate him. However, we still have a long way to go.ones, or even ordinary ones.

There are success stories. The catering school in Adelaide An honourable member: They made some good wines,
is doing extremely well. The Waite Institute now has moretoo.
postgraduate students than it has undergraduate students. ForThe Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: Absolutely! The question |
years the flying school at Parafield has been bringing in largpose quite simply is: having had that success with wine, why
numbers of trainee pilots from Indonesia, Greece and a wholean we not learn our lesson and ask where else there are
range of countries. They have been the few successes amongportunities? There are opportunities. The dairy industry in
what otherwise has been very much a vacuum. South Australia is small by national standards, yet the dairy

What is true of education is also true of health. We havepotential, particularly of the South-East of the State, is huge.
a superior quality—although | must say severely under} ask the question: why are we not turning out quality cheese
funded—nhealth service, particularly compared with that ofmakers in the same way as we are turning out those quality
any of our neighbours. | know one hospital was even seekinginemakers? In South Australia we are making almost
to start marketing itself in the United States, because it wasothing but cheddar cheese, cheese spreads and powdered
cheaper to fly to Australia to have an operation than it was tonilk. They all have very real markets.
have it in the United States, and you would get better quality However, | have read quite a few of the industry journals,
medial attention at the same time. So far | have seen sonmand there is a major problem in Australia with sufficient
individual hospitals and services—again, like the universiknow-how on cheese making. The few independent cheese
ties—trying to market themselves in a void of awareness asakers we had, for example, Yoannidis in the South-East,
to where South Australia is and what it had to offer. have been bought out by the big cheese makers and have

I have put to several Government Ministers that what walisappeared. Yet, while he was there, he was visited by a lot
should be doing, as they have more recently done witlof people and was playing that same education role in the
forming a body for education, is to form a similar body for public that the small winemakers played. | think we should
health as well. | went a step further and argued that therlok at food technology in general and increasing the number
really needs to be a promotion of South Australia as a@f cheesemakers. There are five or six small cheesemakers
destination for education, health and tourism. Many of thosén the whole of South Australia at present, some of whom are
growing tourism markets in Asia are also the potentialquite good, but it would be good if a tourist could come to
markets for both education and health. | have had person8louth Australia and visit a region that not only had wineries
experience of that. My wife worked briefly with a firm that but cheesemakers: the two go well together.
was bringing in patients for medical procedures in South The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting:
Australia. On one occasion, | joined her when she met the The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: | don't think it is very
patient who arrived. The patient travelled not alone but witrhypothetical. Most of our wine areas have had or do have
three other relatives: her husband, mother and brother-in-lawairy industries. Golden North in the Clare Valley in the past

| found it interesting to note that, while they came here forhad a very active operation, as did the Barossa, the Adelaide
the medical procedure, they did the full tourist bit. TheyHills and the South-East. Those two industries would run
travelled around not just Adelaide but the district in a taxi,hand in hand very well. If we set up this State as a place of
spending quite a few dollars. The brother-in-law visitedexcellence not just for winemaking but also food making, we
Flinders University, because his wife was looking to get somsvill go further.
postgraduate qualifications. So the combination | have just We are now talking about producing olive oil—there are
been talking about, in a hypothetical sense, is very real. Thia lot of olive trees going into the ground—but | wonder
one group of people came for one reason—a health reasonwhether we have all the technicians that we need even to do
yet tourism and education were also on their agenda. You cghat as well as we might. | suspect that we do not. | do not
clearly create positive feedback between those three induthink it would take very much up-front expenditure on
tries, and all three are capable of being significant employergducation to produce the people who can drive that industry
| am encouraging the Government to look at a body thatorward. | have no doubt about that.
would oversee the three of those and strongly promote The opportunities go on and on for further value adding
Adelaide as a quality destination for all those things, and tdo our aquacultural products. We have one or two people now
build an awareness of Adelaide to start off with, so thatmaking excellent smoked salmon and those sorts of things
individual hospitals, universities and tourism enterprises cabut, again, | wonder whether we are barely scratching the
all go into a market that has a good awareness of Soutsurface. If the Government spent some money on education
Australia to begin with. with a relatively small investment it would create a bigger

We can also use education as a way of stimulatingndustry. It will not happen overnight; it might take another
industry. Our wine industry undoubtedly was built on thedecade before the major rewards come, but it should be done.
success of education; it was built on the success of Rose- Atthe last two elections the Democrats advocated that the
worthy. For many years, Roseworthy was turning out qualityGovernment pick several areas within universities where we
wine makers or wine technicians. These people went into thehould seek to be at the forefront of research. | have talked
marketplace, and they not only worked for big wineries butabout food technology, but why do we not create a chair at
a number of them became involved in setting up smalb university in urban water management? We are doing some
wineries as well. Those small wineries acted as an educatfairly creative things in Adelaide at the moment, but | think
for the South Australian consumers who went to them. It washat academic underpinning of that would be useful.
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The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting: tourism in rural South Australia. Ultimately, the size of that

The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: VYes, lots. South Australia has employment might be limited by the wrong sorts of develop-
the potential to develop a tourist market that is very differentnents going into areas that people come to see.
from a great deal of the existing Australian market—the niche It has always been beyond the comprehension of the
of ecotourism. | remember when | first raised this five year®emocrats why South Australian Governments (both Labor
ago that | was attacked by tialvertiser | re-read the text and Liberal) over the years have not tackled the issue of
of that article to remind myself. | think | know who the author alternative energy development. Some years ago, when the
was. It states: Hon. lan Gilfillan visited Israel, there were people in Israel

The Australian Democrats, on the other hand, seem blithelyvh0 were involved in alternative energies who wanted to
unconcerned with long-term growth. They live in such a nice world,come to Whyalla and set up part of their operation. At that

¥var_m, Csﬁlrinrg_, dtrr?n_Ched in history, f;“'dOES?QSigvetp,eOtP'e and t0<|3_“time, the State Government simply was not interested. If any
airies. Such is the impression created by the Party’s tourism polic ; ; ; ;
unveiled by Legislative Council member and would-be House oﬁtate has good reason to be involved in alternative energies,

Assembly member, Mr Elliott. To be fair, it was not something asit Must be South Australia. We have relatively limited

simply brutal as a tourism policy; it was a cultural and ecotourismavailable fossil fuels—and we know that the significant use
plan. Mr Elliott says people come to Adelaide to enjoy its charm ancbf fossil fuels must be limited—but we have any amount of

b

go to the Outback for the open spaces. Restoration of Adelaide’sy|ar power coming down onto our State every day and we
many historic buildings was a priority under the plan he announcecﬁa\/e chosen not to develop it.
I could go on. The journalist talks about people coming 0 The ast area on which | wish to touch involves universi-
gaze, weak at the knees, at the iron lace verandahs of Norfas. | do not believe that we in South Australia have picked
Adelaide and the glorious facades of long gone banks. Theyp on the potential for research as an industry in its own right.
later intend to frolic under the stars in the desert.’ | still standpse often see research as something that is done and on which
by what | said. When | launched that tourism policy, | Wasindustry builds. That is true, but research itself can be an
photographed looking out of a window of the Beehiveindustry. | refer, for example, to medical research. Some of
building suggesting that it should be renovated. South Australia’s leading medical research scientists are
An honourable member interjecting: under increasing pressure to relocate interstate or offshore,
The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: Yes. | feel that | might have which will lead to a brain drain at a time when South
been on the right track, because | have no doubt that tha{ystralia wants to sell itself as a technologically advanced
building is becoming one of the more photographed buildingState.
in Adelaide. There is no question that the fabulous facades sgouth Australia was under risk last year—| am not sure

of Rundle Street East are one of the big attractions ofvhat has come of this—of losing a major Australian breast
Adelaide. There were some who would have happily pullecand prostate cancer research group, which had received offers
those buildings down and replaced them with moderirom several other States to move there. That group, which
buﬂdmgs. | believe that the revival that we are now Seeing OfNas based at Flinders University, was exp|oring two S|gn|f|_
Central Adelaide is being driven by the survival of the feelcant offers. The problem stems from there not being enough
of places such as Rundle Street East. People find the areajpgtitutional based funding to support the infrastructure
attractive and comfortable that it is bringing more people intqequirements of research projects. We are losing opportunities
the area to live. to attract scientists to South Australia as we do not have
It is not a matter of not having development—we will enough base funding to keep them in the State.
have heaps of it—but what is driving it, what is the attrac-  The top 20 per cent of research projects in Australia
tion? There is no doubt that the quality of life in Adelaide—survive on Federal Government grants received through
quality in both a physical environment sense (the builtyarious research councils. Only one in four or five applica-
environment) and the physical environment itself—is whations are funded. Projects are never fully funded by grants
makes Adelaide attractive not just a place to live but to visitwith researchers having to seek additional funds themselves
I was critical when | released the policy of a Governmentfrom charities and other organisations to enable them to carry
that seemed to be too focused on marinas. | retain thajut their work.
position. People do not come to Adelaide to look at marinas. One of the real tragedies is the way in which funds are
If they want marinas, they can go to many cities around thgjiven. Many young people are missing out on funding. Grants
world. Adelaide used to be one of those cities where yowre offered after taking account of the track record of
could walk from one end to another along the beach. Itis notesearchers. So, if you are starting out and have only a few
any more. How many cities in the world can boast theruns on the board you are less likely to receive a research
capacity to walk from one end to the other along a cleargrant than an older colleague. Even once a grant is offered,

beach? o it goes through a series of cuts. Many research workers spend
The Hon. A.J. Redford: I've seen it in hundreds of asmuch as a third of their time preparing research grants for
tourist brochures of cities around the world. sums of $5 000 to $10 000. Because of this competitive

The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: Yes. If you go to Waikiki, the process, you have to have a good track record or you never
beach actually comes from Australia—it is artificial. Tourist get going.

brochures contain little narrow shots, but they do not make With health budgets being cut, hospitals which have

up for— traditionally taken up the maintenance costs of research
The Hon. A.J. Redford: Where can’t you walk? programs no longer have the reserves and are being forced to
The Hon. T.G. Roberts interjecting: cut back on areas such as research and teaching. Research
The PRESIDENT: Order! does help South Australia’s economy. It brings in about

The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: You missed the point. Aswe $400 000 to the Flinders Medical Centre alone. The main
develop tourism in country South Australia we must makeproblem is a lack of infrastructure support. A major review
sure that we do not in any significant way alter what peopleonducted last year rated South Australia second to bottom
come to see. There is potential for huge employment irn the infrastructure support that it receives. Infrastructure
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support includes providing support staff, the purchase andevelop ideas for initiatives that might create even greater
maintenance of equipment, the presentation of materials arapportunities than have been present in the past. The essence
the essential reagents needed for experiments. of government has always been community consultation, and
In my discussions with senior research scientists, thérom time to time we tend to forget that community consulta-
suggestion has also been made to provide seed money fiion is necessary if we wish to discern the sorts of issues that
scholarships which would provide funding for strategicaffect men and women, young people and older people, not
initiatives in research. This could assist young researchers fost in relation to jobs but all of those issues that affect their
get runs on the board or scientists returning from overseataily lives.
seeking to re-establish themselves in Australia. If financial The interesting thing about the jobs debate is that some-
help is provided, opportunities can exist to make more monetimes the focus is on something like jobs without recognising
out of research and also attract further research interest that it is really a very serious issue that affects people as
South Australia. Other States such as Victoria are now usingdividuals and, if unemployment is the experience for any
State Government funds to support the infrastructur@erson who has the desire to work, it is a devastating
requirements and, in Western Australia, State Governmemixperience. For those of us who have been fortunate to be in
income from lotteries is earmarked specifically for researchemployment or following a vocation over most of our lives,
In the medical research area, the Government needs a totalis difficult to comprehend the sense of devastation,
of only $2 million to be shared across medical research teanfsustration and diminishing levels of confidence that occur
to make them more competitive, which in turn would bringfrom not being able to obtain work and a job if one desires
more money into the State. | am aware that in Queenslanth pursue that course of activity. Of course, there are many
which had a negligible research base, particularly in thepeople who do not necessarily want to work but, with those
medical area, it has grown dramatically from a relativelypeople, they also seek work and in doing so meet frustrating
small up-front investment. obstacles and in some instances rejection and a less than
| realise that scientific research as an employer soundsympathetic response from employers.
fairly exclusive, but it must be realised that you are employ- | think it is important to recognise that unemployment is
ing not only the scientists but also laboratory assistants anabt just a Government problem: it is a community problem.
various other people and, if it is generating wealth for thdt demands that communities accept responsibilities. It also
economy, it will provide further employment. At one stage,means that employers must accept responsibilities when
a significant amount of the medical research in Australia wadealing with those who seek employment from them to be
being done in our State, and | understand that within the nexgensitive and courteous and, if a job is not available, then to
two years we will have fallen below average. That is simplydeal with that in a way which is not just discarding them onto
because of inattention by the present State Governmerthe scrap heap of being an unsuccessful applicant. Employers

whilst other States— must recognise that the rejection of a person for employment
The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting: must be dealt with sensitively.
The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: Thatis not what | was talking | have a very strong view that employers do have to be
about. You obviously were not listening. sensitive and reasonable in their approach to those who seek
The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting: work. That applies particularly to young people. | know it can

The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: Look, you sat there having be devastating for older or mature persons seeking employ-
ayarn, not listening, and then you chip in, not knowing whatment, but it is even more important to recognise that for
you are talking about. young people to be unsuccessful in an application, and

The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting: particularly if it is an unsuccessful application in a line of

The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: You couldn’t chew gumand many, it can be a particularly soul-destroying and confidence-
stand up at the same time! As | indicated at the start, witfpusting experience.
only four days prior notice that we would be debating this There are employers who do not seem to recognise that
today, | would have wanted to make a more significanthis can have a long-term effect on young people and can
contribution, but | am sure that, with the contributions ofdestroy their confidence not only in themselves and in society
others, the Government will have plenty to work on. We lookbut also in employers. It is incumbent on those seeking to
forward to some positive results. employ young persons in particular that they recognise that

young persons must be dealt with appropriately, particularly

The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN (Attorney-General): | am if they are unable to obtain work.
pleased to be able to support the motion. It is important that In terms of some of the practices of employers who might
both the Legislative Council and the Parliament as a wholengage a young person and after two weeks say, ‘Sorry, that
is able to explore issues relating to jobs and unemploymenivas work experience, and we will not pay you for it, it does
I join the Leader of the Government, the Hon. Robert Lucasnot do much for the reputation of business when that occurs.
in commending the Premier and the Hon. Mr Brindal, thel have heard that that has occurred on occasions, and |
Minister specifically charged with responsibility for dealing certainly do not condone it. | criticise it because | think that
with the jobs workshops, and you, too, Mr President, for youit is a most inappropriate way of dealing with any person,
involvement in the workshops that were held around thevhether young or not so young.

State. Of course, in the same context one has to recognise that

It was, of course, a novel approach. There has been a lonhemployment does have wide ranging consequences, for
of talk about jobs, and the Leader of the Opposition hadxample, in the nature of criminal activity, drug abuse, maybe
talked about a summit—yet another summit!—but the waydomestic violence, the frustration of being unemployed,
to really get down to some creative thinking was to develoghaving insufficient funds with which to live, child abuse,
this series of jobs workshops around South Australia. Memlepression and even suicide. It is that human side of unem-
and women, some young and some not so young, were givggloyment which needs to be addressed as we in the
the opportunity to participate in these jobs workshops andommunity go about trying to find more ways of creating
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jobs. There always seems to be something magical about tide sale of ETSA is critical to the long-term stability and
figures, but behind the figures there are always human storiegonomic progress of this State, in consequence of which
which need to be recognised and dealt with appropriately. more employment opportunities will be created for both our

In terms of the consequences of unemployment, a lot ofoung people and for those who are not so young.
initiatives are being taken in this State, both at the govern- There are so many things that one could say about
mental level (State and Federal) and at the private or noremployment and about job creation, but ultimately it comes
government agencies level. | suppose you can never pbtack to providing a framework within which the private
enough money into these sorts of projects, you can nevesector can, with some confidence, look to the future and
really do enough, but there is an obligation upon all of us tacreate employment. | believe that that is already occurring in
ensure that that side of community life is properly addressedhis State, but it would be given a very significant boost by
However, in terms of job creation we also have to recogniséhe sale of ETSA, because it would remove the debt burden
that, as | said earlier, unemployment is not just a Governmeritom the shoulders of South Australians and also remove
issue but an issue for the whole community, and we have tarhat is currently a very significant risk that the taxpayers will
recognise that Governments are limited in their ability toyet again be burdened by additional costs as a result of the
create jobs. inability of the State to get on top of its economic difficulties.

Governments can act as a catalyst, they can set the right | close by again commending the Hon. Mark Brindal in
framework for business activity and they can create confiparticular and the Premier for the way in which they have led
dence by the way in which they tackle the task of governingthe initiative of the jobs work groups and hope that from that
and by getting rid of red tape they can enhance the prospeuwiill come some very positive initiatives for South Australians
for a business to get on with the job. Certainly in my areato develop further opportunities for employment.
consumer affairs, which is particularly concerned with
occupational licensing, over the past five years we have been The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: | rise to note the report and
taking quite significant steps to remove a lot of the red tap&o make a contribution, perhaps not as emotionally enthusias-
which was attached to occupational licensing and which hatic as | might have been had it been a contribution in any
a dampening effect on those who were so licensed opther way, but | suspect that the reason we are being asked
registered in enabling them to undertake business activity.to make a contribution has more to do with some defined

In respect of jobs generally, as | say, Government can onlgompetitive view that the Government may have concerning
facilitate: it can provide a framework; and it can provide aits ideas for stimulating the economy as opposed to what the
stimulus through development by examining closely theOpposition has in relation to its views and ideas. | do not
bureaucratic or statutory requirements which attach téhinkitis the right forum for that sort of expression because
development issues. In respect of exploration and mining imost of us within this Chamber (and in the Lower House)
this State, the Government has been putting very substantiaave worked assiduously over many years to try to get the
amounts of money into exploration initiatives, believing thatbest opportunities for our electorates. As a Legislative
exploration activity leading to mining activity will enable Councillor | have worked through a wide range of regions—
corporations to develop their mineral interests and thereby The Hon. A.J. Redford: Tirelessly.
engage more people. We have placed a significant emphasis The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: Yes, and | know many other
upon information technology and back office facilities, allin members have as well—throughout the State trying to come
the interests of obtaining more opportunities for jobs to béo grips with the problems associated with unemployment,
created—building work activity, housing activity and restructuring and the new disease of under employment. |
building factories. All that we do in this State as a Govern-have worked with communities in the northern regions of the
ment has been directed towards facilitating that sort ofState around Port Augusta in trying to organise seminars to
development activity. bring forward ideas on job replacements for the impending

We have placed a special emphasis upon aquacultumgithdrawal of Federal funds from the rail and steel industries.
which, when we came to office five years ago, was littleThe previous Federal Government followed the lines
known but which has developed dramatically since that timebasically of the European models, trying to put money into
We have placed significant emphasis on tourism and the wingional centres or centres of potential high unemployment
industry, which is a success story in itself and where Southefore industries collapse; trying to put into place training
Australia leads the nation. All the activities upon which weprograms; and trying to refocus community views and ideas
have placed emphasis in order to get economic activity goingn where they will be in half a decade, given that structural
has been not only in the city and suburbs but in the regionshange and reorganisation of economies is such that, where
of South Australia, because in all of the drive to createhere used to be lead times of 20 and 30 years for many
opportunities for jobs we must continue to place an emphasigdustries, we are now down to lead time planning of less
upon regional development. than a decade.

I come now to the major issue and the issue which has Some industries can start and finish, as in Europe, where
captured the public debate, and that is the sale of ETSA.they have set up job incubators in industrial areas. | refer to
will not spend much time talking about that issue, except tany own experience in areas around Liverpool in the late
say that what does not seem to be yet well recognised is tha®60s, when Governments tried to define where that area
the sale of ETSA will provide a significant opportunity for would be in a decade or a decade and a half. Money was
us as a State to get ahead, to encourage development andpent but the industries were already seen as redundant within
become much more competitive in the opportunities and.0 to 15 years and new planning methods for new industries
infrastructure which we provide to encourage industry botrand new technologies had to be made to try to keep the
to develop in this State and to expand. A very sad consénfrastructure in those areas vibrant.
guence of the debate about ETSA is that people believe that | think we have lost our way in trying to put together
by waving some other magic wand we will solve the economeducation and training programs and trying to find job
ic difficulties of this State. However, there is no magic wand.alternatives for whatever the figure is. If members heard the
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Treasurer’s contribution, they would know that the BureavAugusta and Whyalla, we see that their problems are
of Statistics is having trouble working out what the final markedly different. As a member of Parliament, particularly
figures are in percentage terms in areas in particular States L egislative Councillor, we need to be flexible about how we
However, it is clear from some of the contributions by peopleapproach job or industry development, job replacement and
who are much more closely aligned to being able to defin¢éhose sorts of policies. People in Whyalla have been subjected
the figures in particular areas in Australia that they haveo a wind-down, first, in the ship building industry and the
placed their figures geographically. That is the problem westeel industry. Port Augusta people have been exposed to the
are having. We do not have an overall 9, 10 or 11 per cenwind-down in rail and the maintenance of the rail industry;
unemployment rate: we have areas having high levels adnd Peterborough certainly was almost closed down as a town
unemployment and other areas in the State and nation havimgvolving around transport and the rail industry. Innovative
particularly low levels of unemployment. ideas and restructuring of those cities and towns had to be
Traditionally, Australia has had a general even developundertaken in short time frames with few natural attributes
ment program. One of the benefits of having States andr benefits in those areas.
indeed Canberra having a policy of using the States to have Access to information about the wind-downs and reform-
fiscal equalisation and programs where there can be positiveg of cities, towns and regions is vital. As an illustration, a
discrimination in certain areas of Australia ensures that thoset of the negotiations in relation to the restructuring of the
communities are developed for either industrially strategic orail industry took place over at least half a decade. Although
social justice reasons. For whatever reason, there was alwagsme people at the Commonwealth level had an idea of what
a federally developed policy and a State developed adminishe final position and impact would be on the town of Port
trative policy that evened out those lines of employmentAugusta, it was not until the eleventh hour that people were
unemployment involving equalisation through an egalitariarable to make a final assessment on what they had to deal with
society based on a policy that was attuned to all the variationis relation to job loss.
within the nation. Whyalla is in the same position. The ship building
Unfortunately, that does not occur any more. The economindustry closed down relatively quickly. Most of the people
ic rationalists believe that areas of the nation and the Staie that industry were forewarned by their union representa-
would benefit from investment programs, and the egalitariatives or the unions representing them, their local members or
society in which we used to live no longer exists. We nowtheir local government members, so they were able to try to
have hot spots in the economy and we have what are regardpdt together a policy development which would attract
as graveyards starting to form within Australia’'s economicalternative industries to that region. Unfortunately, they have
development. not had a silver bullet which has delivered any single major
One of the problems that Governments have is being abi@dustry to soak up the unemployed and to build up the
to forecast ahead of time where those areas of decline will bgopulation to 18 000 to 25 000 people, the number which
and what policies they should develop to try to alleviate orexisted in the 1960s and 1970s. The population is now
forecast beneficial programs that will alleviate some of thdanguishing around 15 000 and they are waiting for a major
problems confronting people, particularly in the regions. Itdevelopment to occur in that area.
appears that we are now heading for 25 years of restructuring | am not pretentious enough to try to put forward any
,through either technological advancement or changing traderecasts, ideas or views on what industries should be putinto
patterns that have occurred since the early 1970s. Region&lhyalla to replace the losses in the transport, steel and ship
economies appear to be hurt the worst because of the positibeilding industries, but 1 know that people up there are
discrimination that used to apply through Governmentsvorking as hard as they can to try to bring about a changed
previously trying to apply decentralisation policies pluscircumstance for that town so that it can maintain its infra-
internal spending programs, particularly through rail, roadstructure to keep the young people in that area, to keep their
and transport links. Those benefits no longer exist. cities drug and alcohol dependence free, and to keep their
The problem we have at the moment in dealing withyoung people educated, trained and ready for employment.
unemployment is that those who had the most in terms of The same sort of people are working in communities in
benefits delivered to them over the past 90 years througRort Augusta, Peterborough, Port Pirie and other places in the
Federation seem to have the most to lose in the new restruton Triangle to ensure that they place themselves in the best
turing program that we are now being asked to say is beingossible position to take advantage of any Commonwealth-
forced upon us, negotiated through the States, for the bene8tate funding and private funding to keep their cities and
of all the nation. communities together. If members look at their prospects and
As | said earlier in my contribution, the challenge for try to define where they will be in another five years, and if
Governments is to be able to forecast those areas that harembers ask this current State Government or the current
restructuring within their midst and to try to build into their Federal Government where they will be, the community
economies some sort of parachute or safety net that allowsaders are left short of ideas and views.
them to restructure around new and emerging industries. If If members look at the document before us, they will
we compare, say, the South-East and compare it with the Irarcognise the ideas for jobs and programs for the northern
Triangle, we see that we have two areas of the State differentgions (although they do not have a regional listing from any
geographically: one has a very dynamic region which has aeaconomic area) as opposed to those from other economic
economy of its own, does not soak up a lot of Governmenéreas which do not have the same urgency for survival as
funding in relation to support and assistance, and does nperhaps the northern regions. The Government needs to
need a lot of pump priming for any economic driver developrecognise that areas within this State have an urgent priority.
ment, because it has an economy of its own driving it. In Adelaide, both the southern and northern regions are in
However, if we go to the Economic Development Boarddesperate straits. Marked differences have started to appear
or local government meetings, or talk to people in theover the past 10 years or so. With it grows the social prob-
northern regions of the State around Peterborough or Polems to which the Attorney-General referred but on which he
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did not elaborate that occur as a result of creeping unemployand right next to each other in what | regard as a city State.
ment, infrastructures deteriorating to a point where theyn that way you can work out how much sympathy there is
cannot attract new industries, where the heart of thos#r people in that situation. If you do that | think that you will
communities dies and where young people have little or nthen have some idea as to what hope we have of solving that
hope of being part of what | would call a mainstreamproblem.
economy. The first thing we have to do is have some empathy for the
A situation has been developing in Australia and in Souttyoung family with one or two children trying to get by on
Australia across all Governments—not just the curren$350 a week and trying to feed, clothe and educate the
Government—for the past half decade. Many people arehildren. If you then look at other sections of the city, as
losing hope of ever joining the economy in what would beother members have discussed—that is, those with twin
regarded as a first world way. They almost have a third worldalaries of $1 200 a week who are working 40 to 60 hours a
attitude as to their prospects and hopes. So, we end up withkeek—you see the inequities that are starting to emerge
people who have very slim horizons, who do not have toavithin our economy. So, we must have more than a debate
much ambition and who do not see a place in society fowhere each member speaks for 10 minutes, 15 minutes or
them. Of course, as Governments, we then end up administeaven 20 minutes. We must have a bipartisan approach to
ing programs to try to prevent youth suicide; to try to preventhese issues and how we deal with these problems. We should
alcohol and drug abuse; to try to prevent single unit familiesiot look at just the youth wage and try to adjust wages as a
from becoming poverty stricken and caught in poverty trapspart of the problem. That will drive down wages and
to try to administer programs on behalf of Aboriginal peopleconditions and make South Australia the poor relation in
who are killing themselves in gaols; and to try to deal withrespect of the Australian States. That simplistic approach
problems concerning heroin abuse. appears to be the way the Government is trying to encourage
I refer to the amount of effort that we put into trying to industry development or any development in this State.
rehabilitate the lost souls who finish up as victims of our Because | have referred to the Australigmancial
inactivity or our inability to come to grips with the 8 per cent Review'sarticle of Friday 5 February | had better read what
or 9 per cent who are not employed or in the mainstreanit is says. Under the heading ‘Doling out division’ it states:
economy; these people take our focus for probably larger Talking of ‘the unemployed’ as if people out of work were one
amounts of finance allocated from budgets through healtisjngle homogenous group is about as meaningful as focusing on a
welfare and, perhaps, their being incarcerated in prisong_lational' unemployment rate. Such labels disguise the reality that

xperience of unemployment is highly differentiated.
They take larger chunks of the budget than they would havé Unemployment discriminates on the basis of where you live,

had we turned our attention to prevention programs througfyhere you were born and how old you are. It discriminates
employment creation. profoundly on the basis of education and skill. If you lose a job, these

| will not get into detail of putting forward emp]oyment factors will help determine which of three distinct camps you fall

i jnto: people who remain out of work for a short time; the one-third

creation ideas. | have dope thlat around the Sltate for_th_e p;%{the unemployed languishing in the ranks of the long-term jobless;
13 years as a member of Parliament, and | also participateg the vast majority of job-seekers who are ‘churning’ between short-
in the first programs of employment creation through Cityterm or casual work and unemployment.
Programs, which | understand were implemented during the As Australia integrates into the world economy, the distri_bution
mid 1970s. | also took part in programs which tried to fingof unemployment between regions and between occupations has
alternative jobs for displaced workers who were retrenchegecome, m(,)re uheven. ) o
the divisions which are being created and about which | haveelayed this to Parliament on one other occasion—between
spoken in this House when we have been either in GoverriWo young women who were describing their circumstances
ment or in Opposition. | have spoken about the divisions thafor the day, where one had to move between three jobs on
are being created and about the entrenched opinions afegt day and find child-care or support for a small child. Full
prejudices which are starting to form in sections of ouremployment and permanent employment are things of the
society and which come from our inability to deal with Pastfor many people, and with that goes security. There is a
unemployment. It is probably best described in the Australia§€rtain desperation that comes into finding secure circum-
Financial Reviewof 5 February in an article, ‘Focus on Jobs’ Stances out of that.
and headed ‘Doling out division’. One other contribution today suggested that those people

The article speaks about the variations of unemploymerWhO find themselves in either part-time or casual Work.W|II
within our single societies. For example, if you take a citynot make the same investment decisions as somebody in full-
such as Adelaide, break it up into sectors and dissect, say, tHene work. Somebody who finds themselves in casual work
northern regions where there is up to 27 per cent tavill not make the trip down to see the bank manager and will
30 per cent unemployed adults, and probably a highefﬁm.mak'? the big investment because they do not feel that
percentage of unemployed young people, and then try ti€ir job is secure, so they will make a whole series of small
visualise the social problems which emanate out of &xPenditures during the week and, consequently, the econ-
household whose adult has not worked for at least tw®MY changes. The article continues:
generations, you can try to come to grips with some of the As Australia integrates into the world economy, the distribution
social problems that those young people experience in ”yingfe unemployment between regions and between occupations has

. . . come more uneven. Unemployment and poverty are concentrating
to deal with their expectations. You can then try to extrapOs, certain districts, affluence and employment opportunity in others.

late the problems that the education system has in trying t@/here you live matters so much to your job and life prospects that
deal with teaching children from those households who havi makes more sense to talk of Australia as a series of regional

no expectation of being part of the mainstream economygconomies than as a single economy.
That will enable you to visualise how many people know orTherefore, the proposition that | have put to the Council is
understand that problem, even though we live cheek by jowthat it makes more sense not only to hold regional seminars
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on unemployment but to have a central seminar on unemployegions, the cities or the suburbs, and there is no point in
ment to work out how a central State administrative body casupporting any new venture with any existing business if we
assist those regions achieve the outcomes that they requirgannot guarantee that they will be able to get that produce to
Each region will have differing reasons for asking for market at a competitive rate, considering the disadvantage of
assistance. As | said, some, as is the case in the South-Eadistance that this State has to counter. | want to highlight that
will rely less on Government expenditure than those in théackground and reinforce the basis for this Government’s
northern regions. | will not hold up the Council for too long. effort over the past five years to ensure that we implemented
My shadow portfolios of Assisting in Regional Developmentprojects that have been talked about in this State for years and
and Industrial Relations have brought me close to a lot of thgears but have never been acted upon—projects that over the
problems that exist in regional areas. My other shadovwpast five years we have achieved or at least advanced to the
portfolio of Aboriginal Affairs made me aware of the major State’s advantage.
differences that exist in our economy and who the victims | mention briefly the Adelaide Airport runway extension.
are. There are probably no greater victims in this State thawhen | was sitting in Opposition for four years as shadow
young Aboriginal people who are drug and alcohol dependeritlinister for Transport, | raised the matter repeatedly. It was
and who have no prospect of a job, who have limitedtalked about by Labor when it was in Government, but it was
education and who will never have to worry about thenotadvanced. This Government, with the help of the Federal
problems associated with wages and taxation and will only.iberal Coalition Government, has been able to complete the
be able to share in the social wage through the use of prisomsoject, and we are now able to take fully-laden aircraft direct
and hospitals. to Asia. This is a huge advantage for our horticulture
Until there is a serious attempt by the Government to puindustry, our Food for the Future projects and for the creation
together a State jobs seminar and invite all those people whaf jobs in this State, because we can get time sensitive
are in leadership positions in this State to participate irexports to market much more quickly as we have extended
workshops at a peak level—those in the tertiary, secondamur runway.
and primary education systems, those who have experience Five years ago the Ports Corporation operated under a
in dealing with wages and conditions and in trade unions antlureaucratic arrangement through the Department of Marine
employer organisations, and those who deal with taxation anaind Harbors. At the time it was the only bureaucratically
the social wage, including health and education—I do nooperated ports facility in Australia. We as a Liberal Govern-
think we are taking this issue seriously enough. ment completely changed the structure. We set up the Ports
Enough information is available to predict where thisCorporation and gave it a commercial charter, and the results
economy will be in the next five years. Access and rights tdave been simply phenomenal. | will note some of these
information need to be a priority so that it can be shared wittiesults briefly for the record tonight.
local communities and economic development boards, which In the first half of 1998-99, the growth was above 60 per
hopefully will put the information together. State and centin container volumes for the third successive year. In the
Commonwealth Governments must formulate policies thapast financial year, container traffic jumped 25 per cent,
alleviate some of the worst social consequences of unemplogimost matching the previous year's hefty rise of 27 per cent.

ment in this State. New shipping lines and services to Asia and Europe have
been attracted to do business through the port and, while | am
The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW (Minister for Transport no longer responsible as Minister for Transport for the

and Urban Planning): Over the past decade and possiblyhealthy state of affairs at our container and bulk cargo
longer, this State has experienced unacceptable levels t#rminals, | am pleased to see that an initiative | advanced has
unemployment. | applaud this Government’s initiative inbeen almost completed, that is, a further extension of the
speaking to many people across South Australia in a wholeharf facilities at the container terminal at Outer Harbor, at
range of circumstances through seminars and workshopsalcost of $3.8 million.
do not know why the Labor Party believes in a summit and | note that Sea-Land has delivered on its promise to install
why it places such weight on it. Given the ideas and outcomesne further container crane and that a further new container
resulting from the workshops that were presented to thisrane will be operating by mid year, making a total of four
Parliament yesterday, it would be hard to argue that it woul@ranes. All those investments and increased cargo handling
be possible to receive or comprehend one more idea thamlumes through both the container terminal and our bulk
already has been outlined in the ideas presented to Parliaméwindling terminals are so important in the creation of jobs and
by the community. In the areas of transport and urbamhe marketability of any of our product.
planning in particular, | note that almost every workshop, The Alice Springs to Darwin railway link is a project we
statewide and region specific, mentioned these two issuelsave advanced with $100 million of funds dependent on the
and | am not surprised at that. creation of jobs in this State. We are investing on the basis
Transport is an issue that is so critical to this State giverthat we will also be creating jobs for the infrastructure—
the nature of our business and the fact that more Southopefully, the concrete sleepers, the rail lines, and | would
Australian businesses depend on exports for their livelihootike to think the signalling systems, as well. We are waiting
than any relevant number of businesses per capita interstatmtil the end of February, possibly March, for the final three
Our small and large business sectors are export oriented. At the consortium to present their final bids.
the same time, we have a small domestic market, and we also | note that the Hon. Mike Elliott was critical of the
have markets that are distant from our own shores, wheth&outhern Expressway. It was not the experience of business
they be interstate or overseas markets. So, from evelip what was known as the ‘Forgotten South’ to be so critical.
perspective, transport and the price of getting goods to thoseney applaud the fact that it is now easier to approach the
markets is absolutely critical. markets to the north of Adelaide if they have established a
There is absolutely no point in attracting one morebusiness in the south of the city. We must remember that the
business enterprise to South Australia, whether it be to thBouthern Express is only at Stage 1 at this time, and we aim
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for the first contracts to be let in the very near future for We will keep our sea freight and air freight councils, and
Stage 2. It has always been the expectation that Stage 2 wilbpefully in a year’s time we will have reason to have a rail
deliver the greatest benefits in terms of not only time savingsouncil or something similar. That collective knowledge,
but in opening up opportunities for tourism development orwisdom and ideas will be channelled into a freight council.
Fleurieu Peninsula and Kangaroo Island. All those projects are critical. | am pleased to have been part
The B double capacity of the Berri bridge certainly hasof them in terms of the jobs they will create during the
been a critical and long awaited advance in the Riverland;onstruction stage and, thereafter, the longer-term economic
with the horticultural and citrus industries in particular. We benefit that they will bring to this State.
have permitted their produce and larger container size in During my contribution, | want to highlight briefly the
South Australia but nowhere else in Australia, and that willsubject of ETSA, because | have not spoken publicly on this
ensure that our product is more competitive. We haveéssue. | have found it an excruciatingly difficult job as a
invested in the standardisation of the Pinnaroo railway lineMinister with portfolios that call for funding every day of the
and that is a completely new venture for Transport SA, whictweek from every sector and every South Australian, as | have
has been focused principally on roads to date. However, it iseen charged to do over the past five years. Transport and the
recognised that the transport future of this State and tharts are demanding portfolios in terms of expenditure. In the
competitive advantages that efficient transport systems caransport portfolio, | could use the whole State budget if | met
provide will also mean that we have to provide economies fothe expectations of every member of this place and the other
the operation of vehicles on roads. We must also provide place.
competitive freight sector, and in my view that means thatwe The Hon. T.G. Cameron interjecting:
must support a more productive and competitive freight The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: That's right. Itis my will
transport system. You will see in this State under a Liberato do everything that every member wants—as well as what
Government the greatest investment of any State Governmeatery person beyond this Chamber or the other place wants.
in our rail freight infrastructure in the future. | want to expand| could use up the whole of the State budget. | am pleased that
this issue briefly regarding the way in which the Departmenthe Hon. Nick Xenophon is present in the Chamber at this
of Transport is working, because until | became Minister wemoment because | have argued for five years that we have not
had never invested in roads that were not the State’s responkiad the money to carry out the projects that the community
bility. is keen that we as a State Government should respond to. It
I highlight, for instance, the roads in the Barossa Valleyoccurred to me at Christmas time that | had been waging a
tourist roads on Kangaroo Island and roads in the Flinderstupid argument. In fact, we do have that money: this State
Ranges. Essentially, these are local roads, but this Staéetually has the money to carry out almost every single
Government through Transport SA has invested in thenproject that every single person brings to me in transport or
knowing that the sealing of the roads on Kangaroo Island, thi you in any other capacity.
upgrading of roads to all-weather standard in the Flinders The factis that $2 million a day is spent on debt, and this
Ranges, and the road strategy in the Barossa Valley areeans that we cannot do the things that people want us to do.
critical for business and primary production. The councils inWe have the money, but it is now going to pay off the debt.
those areas simply do not have the capacity to fulfil theitt is not realising the creative urges, zeal or ambitions of
responsibilities to upgrade those roads and therefore providgouth Australia. We have the money, but it is going to a dead
a better development environment for industry and jobs irend purpose: that is, to pay off debt. In my view, we are not
their respective areas. serving the best interests of South Australia if we continue to
So, the department, notwithstanding the difficult economiause that money, which we have, for that purpose.
times that obtain, has expanded its role to include investment | am even more anxious when | see the capital projects
in local roads in selected areas. It has also found funds tthat come across my desk every day. With the best of
finally seal all the roads that are our responsibility in councilintentions, the Hon. Terry Roberts asked me again about
areas. | refer specifically to the sealing of rural arterial roads;ountry roads. | would love to say to him that the $2 million
a project which over 10 years is costing the State’s taxpayethat we spent today on paying off debt would go towards
about $70 million. A number of these roads have been sealgaoviding passing lanes on the Princes Highway for which he
over the past five years. Burra to Morgan is one such roadias asked. We could install every passing lane that the
and it has provided an absolutely critical new east-west roadlon. Mr Roberts wants within a week if we were not putting
link in South Australia. the money that is already in our hands into paying off debt.
The Hon. T.G. Roberts interjecting: I ask the Hon. Nick Xenophon to think about the fact that
The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: It was pretty ghastly to we have this money. | ask Labor members opposite what they
cycle on as | did before it was sealed. It took me days tavould do if they were in government and had that money.
recover. | did not even want to repeat the experience when th&ould they also find it satisfying to think that that money
road was sealed. | knew it would be better but | tookwas going to some dead end purpose to pay off a debt to
everyone’s word for it! some capitalist or financial institution interstate or overseas
To advance those issues that | have talked about in tern@nd not being put towards the creative infrastructure projects
of infrastructure that is designed to improve the competitiveand other projects that would satisfy the zeal of South
basis of South Australian industry, as well as to create jobAustralians who really want us to advance?
in the development of that infrastructure, the Governmentin It is not just that we have the money today to realise
more recent times in joint projects with the Federal Governalmost every ambition of every South Australian to improve
ment has invested from its own sources $200 000 for thenfrastructure in this State: if we do not get the sale of the
establishment of a sea freight council and a further $200 00BTSA plants through, we must ensure that they are structured
for an air freight council. Information from both those to win and maintain business, because they have to satisfy
projects, as they advance over the next year, will be broughheir customers every day of the week. To do that they must
together into a new freight council. be in peak condition. You are asking, instead of money for
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country roads, that out of the scarce State funds for capitainagine also the pride of South Australians thinking that
works that we now have available we say ‘No’ more often toprojects for which they have fought and fought and which
more people because we are now going to be required to ptitey want for their districts or industries could actually be
even more of those capital funds into meeting the infrastrucsatisfied. Yet you sit here and say ‘No,” and that you would
ture needs of those generating facilities. As the Treasurer samefer that money which we have at our disposal to go and
today, it is not guaranteed that those infrastructure facilitiepay debt for investments which fouled up when you were in
will necessary win or maintain that business. government and for which you do not take responsibility
| find it extremely disappointing to think that there is no now. You simply wish that money which we have in this
greater job creation project in this State, there is no greate3tate to continue to be poured into debt and not be used for
way of satisfying the pent-up will of South Australians to getpositive purposes that meet the expectations of South
out of this quagmire of debt and apology, and there is ndustralians. You are a disgrace!
greater way of advancing State pride than to look at how we Anyway, | will get back to some of the other issues that
could progressively rid ourselves of the debt, to ease up thiewish to talk about very briefly. Planning has been raised at
money that we have in this State and put it to projects irworkshops across the State.

which South Australians actually wish us to invest. The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting:
The Hon. Nick Xenophon: What happened to the debt = The PRESIDENT: Order!
reduction strategy? The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: | want to alert honourable

The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: Thatis still our priority, ~members that very soon, following a customer survey
but we have to find some way to get one more vote in thisindertaken by Ms Bronwyn Halliday of users of the planning
place to develop the pride of this State. | was just fascinategystem in this State, | will be delivering a paper that recom-
when listening to the debate about Don Dunstan yesterdayends a range of advances. We are certainly working with
and in recent days reminiscing with my father, who was inthe South Australian Farmers Federation in terms of local
this place when Don Dunstan was also Premier. My fathecouncils and planning issues to advance planning frame-
came from an industrial background, and he and Don Dunstamorks, and | know with our waste management strategy that
were oddfellows in their respective Parties, but they workedve will be able to generate a lot more jobs through the
extraordinarily well together, pooling their knowledge for theresource management proposals that we will be able to
State’s good. They did not always let others in their ownadvance following the closure of the Wingfield dump.
Parties know the discussions they were having, and | think | will not continue further because | know that many
the point was made by the Hon. Robert Lawson in relation tatnembers are very eager to participate in this debate, because
the confidences that could be kept because it was for thall of us feel a responsibility and passion for this State, and
State’s good. all of us want to see that more families and younger genera-

Somehow, in a State that is as vulnerable as Souttions of families stay in this State because they see that the
Australia, but particularly in a Parliament which supports twoState has purpose, and the State will have purpose when we
Houses—because this is a House of Review that surely hase actually able to invest further in projects which this State
some credibility not only in these days but to advance in thenust build to maintain a viable competitive future and to
future—we must look at how we realise the ambitions ofgenerate jobs. While ETSA is not sold, that future will
South Australia to advance this State. And the biggest wagontinue to be frustrated.
we can do that is to see that money which we already have at
our disposal each day is actually spent on creative projects The Hon. T.G. CAMERON: | welcome this opportunity
that will advance this State, create jobs, keep kids here, aridday to contribute some ideas to the debate on employment
satisfy every call we receive every day from membergeneration. Before doing so, | would like briefly to examine
opposite to spend on projects that they and | believe arthe economics lesson that the Minister for Transport just gave
worthy. However, we cannot get that going while we stillthe Council. First, | am not sure that the actual figure of
have assets which will cost us more to keep in capital termigiterest that the State is paying is $2 million a day.
and which are costing us more because we are not freeing up The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It does not matter if it is
the burden of debt. Finally | want to say that— $2 million or $1.5 million. The issue is the same.

The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting: The Hon. T.G. CAMERON: Well, $500 000 might not

The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: | borrow money, and mean much to you with all your money, but $500 000 a day,
businesses will borrow money, but even if you freed upwhich would come to $170-odd million a year, | think would
$1.8 million of debt each day—even if you freed up justmake a great deal of difference.
$1 million of debt—every passing lane that every person The Hon. Diana Laidlaw interjecting:
wants in every country district of South Australia would be  The Hon. T.G. CAMERON: No, feel free to interrupt.
built. We would build them within two weeks. | will choose when | wish to respond to you.

The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting: Members interjecting:

The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: | am arguing that the way The PRESIDENT: Order! Interjections are out of order.
we are spending money at our disposal on debt is debilitating. The Hon. T.G. CAMERON: | would like to make the
Itis money which we have and which we could use for morepoint that to argue that our debt is costing us $2 million per
creative purposes. | do not necessarily argue that every—day, a figure that has been thrown around by the Treasurer

The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting: and, | suspect—

The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW:  Yes, of course they Members interjecting:
could; it is their choice, but you are frustrating the choice. The PRESIDENT: Order!

You are insisting that that money continues to be spent for The Hon. T.G. CAMERON: Itis all right: | am ignoring
debt replacement purposes. We could free up some of thahem, Mr President.

Even if $1 million a day was freed up, justimagine the range The PRESIDENT: Hansardhas to try to listen to you
of projects that we could see generated in the State. Juahd they cannot hear you.
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The Hon. T.G. CAMERON: Very well. The figure you balance sheet, it would leave the Government (or the next
have picked up is one that the Treasurer has thrown arour@overnment) in a much better position to launch a decent
time and again. A more realistic figure is about $1.6 orassault on what | see as the major problem facing our State,
$1.7 million a day. It is only $300 or $400 000, but to someunemployment. Quite simply, currently there are 50 unem-
of us that is quite a bit of money, seeing that it is occurringployed people in South Australia for every advertised
on a daily basis. vacancy and the overwhelming majority of these people are

| was quite intrigued with the Minister’s suggestion thatyoung people. South Australia’s unemployment shot up to
if we sold ETSA we would have $2 million a day extra to 38 per cent, the highest in mainland Australia. It was higher
spend on infrastructure projects here. Can | suggest that thlean it was at the last Federal election. Itis 5 per cent higher
Minister has a quiet word with the Treasurer, because shihan at the 1997 October State election.
might find out that, if ETSA is sold and the debt is paid off, = However, one of the real tragedies in relation to unem-
that does not translate into $2 million or even $1.6 million orployment is that unemployment is impacting much more
$1.7 million a day that we would have to spend, because yoseverely in areas that | would describe as Labor, that is, areas
are not taking into account any income that the generatingwould describe as working class. Unemployment is hitting
arm or the other arms might earn. So, whilst | share hemuch more in those areas than itis in the eastern suburbs, or
passion, | am not quite certain that that was the way tavhat | would call the Liberal held seats in Adelaide. If
characterise it. members have a close look at the figures for the northern

I am not so sure that | would be so gung ho aboutndustrial suburbs of Elizabeth and Salisbury, they reveal that
spending all the money, when some of us have argued lorthe youth unemployment rate is stuck at 40 per cent. That is
and hard that the real priority is to get our debt down to muchmore than twice the rate that it is in the eastern suburbs—
more manageable levels. | am not an optimist like thel9.2 per cent. Whomever members want to blame and
Premier. | just think that too much pain would have to bewhatever the reasons members might suggest for the econom-
delivered to South Australia to get our debt down to nil, everic situation in which South Australia currently finds itself, the
if we could sell ETSA between now and the next Statereal victims, the ones who are really suffering as a result—
election. I do not want to take up too much time, but | wouldand | know small business is suffering and whole sections of
point out that the figures that have been thrown around abowatur community are suffering—the ones who are having their
what we might get for ETSA are $4.5 billion, $5 billion. 1 do lives ripped up in front of their eyes, are the young men and
not have much hesitation in saying that, if we do get to avomen of our State who leave school only to find that the
position— only work available to them is a casual job at the corner

The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting: delicatessen for a few hours a week, or they find themselves

The Hon. T.G. CAMERON: I do not know that | would on the unemployment queue and, unfortunately, many of
agree with the Hon. Paul Holloway on that point, either.  them, despite their best efforts at finding employment, stay

The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting: unemployed for many years.

The Hon. T.G. CAMERON: We do not know the answer We have heard arguments from the Howard Government
to that because there are too many unknown variablesnd there has been a lot of hype about how it will tackle
However, | believe that with the Australian dollar at its unemployment. To date, no commitment has been made by
current level, with interest rates at their current level, andhe Federal Government to tackle unemployment, particularly
based on price earnings, ratios and examination of the pricg®uth unemployment. Although, the other day | was heart-
assets have been achieving in Victoria, a much more realistened to hear Peter Costello talk about the possibility that the
figure in the current climate would be $5.5 billion to Government might embrace a target of 5 per cent unemploy-
$6 billion. My view is that, if ETSA had been sold last year, ment. It is one of the few times | have heard the Federal
we would probably have received $200 million or Liberal Government recognise that unemployment and youth
$300 million more for it than we would today. Anyway, | am unemployment is a serious problem in this country. The
not here to talk about ETSA; | am here to talk about getting-ederal Government’s solution to unemployment was to cut
the unemployed back to work. the labour market; education and vocational training pro-

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: They are related. grams were introduced by the Keating Labor Government.

The Hon. T.G. CAMERON: The Minister says, ‘They All that did was result in the number of long-term unem-
are related.’ | have no doubt in my mind that, if we were ableployed in Australia jumping by 32 000.
to sell ETSA or to lease ETSA, irrespective of which Party It has tampered around with the dole scheme. It has
was in Government, it would put the State finances in antroduced a network of privatised employment agencies—
position to launch a proper assault on what is really destroyand one only has to read the papers to see what sort of
ing the social fabric in South Australia; that is, not only highproblems are being picked up with that. Unemployed people
levels of adult unemployment but the intractable nature of ounow have to pick from more than 50 employment brokers
youth unemployment in this State. It is a real pity that awho charge fees for services previously supplied free by the
whole generation of young people are basically seeing natow defunct CES. All sorts of horror stories are emerging
only the first three, four or five years of their life wiped out about these agencies who fail to look after the hard cases,
but it impacts upon their entire life. They do not get a decenparticularly low skilled youth and long-term unemployed and
start and they cannot even save up money for a car or lang-term unemployed youth. The work for the dole scheme
deposit on a house. In relation to these young kids who do netas recently expanded with 100 000 (mostly long-term
get into meaningful employment until they are 21, 22 or 23jobless) being forced into the program. Work for the dole
| would submit to the Chamber that it is not until the age ofschemes do not solve youth unemployment; they force young
about 30 that they get back to where they would have beepeople to perform work no-one else wants to do for below
had they been gainfully employed since they left school. poverty line wages.

| agree with the interjection that the Minister has made: | was pleased to hear the Premier, John Olsen, talk about
if ETSA was sold or leased and we were able to tidy up theinemployment. It took a near election defeat for the Govern-
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ment to wake up that unemployment has reached a crisisho did not believe that we should be aiming for an unem-
point in this State, and we find that South Australia’sployment rate below that.

unemployment rate has blown out to be 2.3 percentage points | am pleased that we are having a debate about unemploy-
higher than the average rate across the country. Unemployrent. Judging from the contributions made to date, | believe
ment rates in some South Australian towns and suburbs atkey have been made with good spirit. It is not my intention
more than triple the national average, with as many as three stand here and slag off against the Government, because
out of 10 people out of work. One only has to visit countryl have done that on a number of other occasions about
towns to find out why they treasure the permanent jobs ininemployment. We do need to take the blinkers off about
their country towns so much and why there was so muclinemployment. We need to look at new and innovative
angst about a reduction of Government services in countrgpproaches if we are to solve this problem.

towns. Full-time jobs in country towns are regarded like gold | would like now to quickly run through one possible
nuggets—they are hard to find and they hang on to them asolution which is, | believe, deserving of consideration. This
much as they can. program is launched and being trialled by the New South

Every time a full-time job is lost in a country town the Wales inner city council of Liverpool, which has developed
opportunities for those people to find work elsewhere is nila new employment strategy ‘Working Proudly’. The strategy
Their only chance of finding work is to leave their family and was developed in March 1997. However, the concept was
friends, come to the big smoke where there is a much biggeteveloped before that originally here in South Australia by
employment market and hope that they will find work. Manythe Chief Executive Officer of the Tea Tree Gully council,
of those end up being disappointed and have to leave theho brought the proposal to me to see whether or not it
State. We find that a lot of these decent young people angould be possible to get anyone’s interest. | understand that
leaving the State and going elsewhere to try to find work. Théie had taken the proposal to the State Government but
budget predicts that the State’s economy will grow by 2.5 penothing had happened. | was able to run his proposal around
cent. | hope the Council appreciates that that is not eveamongst people in New South Wales and | am pleased to see
enough to keep unemployment at the current rate, let alortbat his Working Proudly proposal has now been picked up.
reduce it. Working Proudly provides a framework for the develop-

I do not know whether this debate or discussion we arenent of the community sector to provide an alternative source
having about ideas to reduce unemployment has recognisefiemployment to the traditional public and private sectors of
that fact, but, quite simply, it will not matter what brilliant the economy. The model can be easily modified to any local
ideas we come up with: the simple truth is that, if we cannotommunity. The aim of Working Proudly is to ensure that
increase our growth rate in South Australia, if we cannomembers of the community sector currently not employed in
build up that growth rate and if we cannot rebuild confidencehe public or private sectors have the opportunity to become
in our economy, no amount of job creation schemes or old regroductive and also have the capability to respond to
type schemes or work for the dole, or what have you, will fixchanging and new employment opportunities as well as
unemployment. We need growth in the economy to createontributing to their quality of life. As a society we need to
real jobs, that s, jobs that last and are of a permanent naturehallenge traditional economic theories because they are just

We saw a promise from Dean Brown in 1993 that ovemot working. Unemployment is not just an economic dilemma
20 000 jobs a year would be created for a decade. We noas Keynesian and monetary theorists would have us believe.
have a much more realistic commitment from John Olsenin our modern world it is a social problem which requires
who says that the aim of the Government is to lower thesocial solutions.
jobless rate to the national average. John Olsen made the Does any member realistically believe that, if we could
statement that at the next election his Government will bactually get our unemployment down to what it was in the
judged on how it has been able to tackle unemployment. W&960s and 1970s when it ranged between 1.2 and 2 per cent,
need a more strategic approach to reducing unemploymentie would have such high levels of crime, youth crime and
We need one which is quantifiable, which has achievableandalism? Clearly, unemployment should not be looked at
targets and which is capable of capturing business unity angurely in the context of economics. It has to be looked at
community support. Thédvertisergot it right in a recent more broadly than that. It has to be looked at as a social
editorial when it stated: problem. We should not only be searching for economic

This is John Olsen’s biggest promise. It is the promise he will besolutions to the problem of unemployment but we also need
held to for the remainder of his term and may well cost himto embrace social solutions. With the current mindset people
government in the long term. are either employed in the public sector, the private sector or
The challenge facing the Olsen Government is clear. Théhey are unemployed. We need a paradigm shift in thinking.
challenge that awaits it between now and the next election iShis means a third sector—the community sector—employ-
to get South Australia’s unemployment rate down so that itng those people who are not engaged in either the traditional
is no worse than anywhere else in Australia. We must get ior private sectors. This change could ensure that the
down to the national average. | submit to the Council thatcommunity sector is ready and responsive to any economic
whilst that is an admirable goal, it is only part of what we growth and will have the confidence to develop new job paths
need to do. Just getting our jobless rate down to the nationak a result of working in one’s own community.
average will meanitis only a touch above 7 per cent. Thatis The primary objective of this approach is to ensure that
not an acceptable unemployment rate. members of the community sector currently not employed in

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw interjecting: the public or private sectors have the opportunity to become

The Hon. T.G. CAMERON: The Minister for Transport productive and have the capability to respond to changing
interjects and says that she agrees. | appreciate that thew employment opportunities as well as contributing to their
commitment to lower our jobless rate to the national averagguality of life. This would be achieved through a community
by the next election is a medium term commitment and board which would be required to act as the engine or catalyst
would be surprised if there was any member of this Councibf change. The board would be driven by directors open to
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influence and having authority to draw upon expertise anthing else that the Government wants to sell. But, he did not
resources from all sectors. The community board would belo that. Rather, he talked about supporting South Australia—
guided by a charter that will outline objectives necessary fowhich | really appreciate.
creating this paradigm shift. Directors on the board would The Treasurer knows that | am a person of very short
appoint a manager to develop programs which wouldspeeches, but | thought we were here today to give ideas to
significantly enhance the capacity of people not currentlthe Government to try to create employment. If a person in
employed in the public or private sectors. the community who is looking for a job listened to this debate
However, a whole of government approach is requiredtoday, he would be totally frustrated with what is going on.
Program funding would need to come from Federal, State anilly friend the Hon. Trevor Crothers some time ago talked
local government sectors. Participants would receive aabout aquaculture. We used to have a great aquaculture
allowance determined under a community award negotiateenterprise at West Beach which bred barramundi in hatcher-
with unions, Government and employer representatives. Thigs. Aquaculture is now a multi million dollar business. Itis
allowance would be above that received on unemploymento longer located at West Beach, although there is a hatchery
benefits. Work programs would be developed within the localvhich is breeding native fish and snapper.
area so that people could work for the benefit of their own As a fisherman and someone who loves the sport, | watch
community. To ensure participants will be able to respond tahe Rex Hunt show quite regularly. The only thing that puts
a changing labour market and that skills are developedne off is when he kisses the fish and throws them back: |
training needs will be identified and facilitated with the have never thrown a fish back in my life. | can catch them,
program. Participants in the program would be invited frombut | never throw them back. His program is absolutely
those currently on unemployment benefits who voluntarilymagnificent and is basically free advertising for the various
wish to be part of a productive community sector. States. He goes to the different States to see what they are
The benefits of such a scheme would be many. For thdoing in relation to aquaculture and tourism. | have always
Government it would mean reduced unemployment andelieved that we could do this in the Murray River in South
responsibility would be shared with all levels of governmentAustralia quite easily. Murray River fish stocks have dropped
and the community. Employers would benefit through thedramatically; they are starting to pick up now, but they have
creation of a new job market and giving people a work ethidropped dramatically over the years.
and improved skills. The community would gain through A hatchery at either Morgan or Murray Bridge could breed
community sector ownership and involvement, greater locahative fish and, in the long term, it could reduce the numbers
community cohesion, maintenance of community assetgf introduced fish in the river. People could come to South
improved community sector skills and community sectorAustralia, catch a few of these fish and then go home and tell
pride. The recent amalgamations of our councils mean thaheir friends. Rex Hunt or someone like him could then come
they are more than ever better situated to play an active roleere to look at the situation. Tourism in this State would
in regional, economic and employment development. progress significantly. Tourism in this State would go ahead
Unemployment is one of the most serious problems facingf people could come here to catch fish, because they would
our State. It is destructive of individuals, families andthen return to Victoria or New South Wales and tell people
communities. The unemployed, particularly the long-termabout it.
unemployed, are less healthy and happy than their counter- | thought the purpose of this debate today was to discuss
parts and are more likely to be homeless or in conflict withideas. Obviously, itis not. Even though the Treasurer did not
the law. In the case of young people, high and prolongedo it, several other members got up to slag the Government
levels of unemployment are an obstacle to their achievemeut to talk about getting rid of ETSA and Optima. | was under
of social and economic independence. the impression that we were supposed to give ideas which
Although the present unemployment situation is seriousnight make a difference to South Australia. Obviously, that
| believe it can be substantially reduced only if the Olsenis not what it is all about.
Government is willing to show the political will and provide
the necessary resources that until now have been sadly The Hon. NICK XENOPHON: Given the hour of the
lacking. | commend the Working Proudly Program to theday, | propose to make a brief contribution on this very
Government for its consideration, and | urge the Southmportant issue. | commend the Government for providing
Australian Government to contact the Chief Executivethis opportunity for members to contribute to this important
Officer of the Liverpool Council and to closely examine the debate, and also the Opposition ought to be commended for
program that is operating there. It may well be useful forraising this issue previously, albeit in a different form, and |
consideration by the South Australian Government becaudbink the Treasurer was generous in acknowledging that
it may well contribute towards reducing unemployment inearlier today.
this State. As | understand the Working Proudly Program, it Unemployment is an importantissue. Itis an issue which
is also ideally suited to be integrated into country towns angarries with it a raft of social problems. At an individual level
our larger regional cities. it can be devastating. It is an issue which has affected our
Rather than be too critical of the Government—I haveyouth, and it is in no small part a significant contributing
done that in the past—like other speakers | am puttingactor to a number of social problems arising from it in terms
forward not a range of suggestions but one suggestion thapf youth homelessness, drug problems and a number of other
believe is worthy of consideration, and | hope that thessues including crime.
Government examines it. | have a number of concerns which | propose to raise,
briefly, in respect of factors that can create greater levels of
The Hon. G. WEATHERILL: lamratherdisappointed unemployment and that act as fetters to positive job growth.
with this debate. It is now 10.7 p.m. and, to be quite honestn that context | propose to raise those before outlining a
members on this side of the Council thought that the Treasurumber of potential solutions. | note that this evening
er would have got stuck into ETSA and Optima and everymembers have raised a number of solutions, and they all



622 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL Wednesday 10 February 1999

deserve to go into the melting pot, the potpourri of attemptingaised over the net benefit of corporate welfare—the sorts of
to reach a constructive solution to our unemploymenthings that State Governments around Australia were doing.
problem. In this Council the Hon. Terry Cameron has raised concerns
I am concerned that there are some industries which do nover the degree of subsidies that Governments give for job
create net jobs growth when you consider their impact orreation in this State, and they are matters that ought to be
other industries. It would be remiss of me if | did not mentiontaken into account.
the impact of our gambling industries on net jobs growth. Time magazine in its investigation refers to Durant,
The Hon. T.G. Cameron interjecting: Mississippi—the place where it all began with respect to
The Hon. NICK XENOPHON: The Hon. Terry corporate welfare in the United States. It makes the point that
Cameron has asked me how many jobs poker machines haleirant, Mississippi was the poorest State in the nation when
created in this State. My friends at the Hotels Association telits corporate welfare program began in 1936. Today, 62 years
me that some 17 000 jobs—and not necessarily full-timend hundreds upon hundreds of million dollars in economic
jobs—have been created in this State since the advent afcentives later, it remains dead last in per capita income.
poker machines, an industry where poker machine losses af@at is something that ought to be borne in mind. | am not
approaching $400 millioper annum specifically criticising the Government’s job creation
| remember some wise words in the first few days | wasneasures in terms of incentives to major corporations but |
in this place in December 1997 when the Hon. Terryam simply saying that we ought to look at the cost benefit
Cameron in responding to the Address in Reply made somanalysis—to what extent would more jobs have been created
very wise statements about the impact of gambling on smaif it was targeted to the power house of jobs growth in this
retailers and referred to a comprehensive survey carried oabuntry, to small businesses. That is something that ought to
by the Small Retailers Association which indicated that forbe looked at in the context of a comprehensive job employ-
every job gained in the poker machine industry there was enent program.
net job loss. | think the estimate from the Small Retailers | urge the Government to look at that and to research the
Association was about two jobs. particular cost benefit analyses that need to be carried outin
We need to look at that in context. There has not been angrder to determine where taxpayer dollars can best be spent
comprehensive research in relation to this matter. | know thab generate the maximum amount of jobs for the least amount
the Treasurer has disputed that figure: my challenge to thaf money. In terms of solutions, it would be remiss of me if
Government, and indeed to the Opposition, is that there oughtdid not mention a book co-authored by Mark Duffy, a
to be some comprehensive research on the sorts of industriEsderation Press publication entitleabour, Prosperity and
that create net jobs growth and those industries that dratpe 90s Beyond the Bonsai Econgnwhich essentially—
down jobs growth in other sectors, particularly the small Members interjecting:
business and small retailing sectors. The PRESIDENT: Order! The Hon. Mr Xenophon can
In this regard | refer to a book that | have mentioned omot be heard properly.
a number of occasionghe Luck Businesby Professor The Hon. NICK XENOPHON: Mr President, some
Robert Goodman of the University of Massechusetts, a booknembers might say that that is not such a bad thing. In
that | gave over a year ago to the Treasurer and the shadawlation to Mr Duffy’s book, whilst it was essentially a
Treasurer. | am sure they have digested the contents of thdiscussion of labour history, it does—
book—or | would like to think they have. In Professor  The Hon. T.G. Cameron interjecting:
Goodman'’s treatise on the economics of gambling he refers The Hon. NICK XENOPHON: Mark Duffy.
to a number of studies carried out in the United States. In The Hon. T.G. Cameron: The ETSA Mark Duffy.
regions where there has been a take off of gambling industries The Hon. NICK XENOPHON: You might call him the
and of gambling losses, there has been a consequent losseoF SA Mark Duffy. | just call him Mark Duffy, the co-author
employment in other sectors with a net jobs loss. of a book on labour history and labour economics.
He also refers to the fact that retail business and retail The Hon. R.l. Lucas interjecting:
employment in Atlantic City have continued to decline  The Hon. NICK XENOPHON: The Treasurer is being
despite the presence of gambling. By 1993 unemployment inngracious in suggesting that it is being sold for 10¢. | can
Atlantic City was double the State average. This is Atlanticassure members that this book has been part of the curricu-
City, which is very much the hub of the casino industry onlum, | understand, of a number of universities. | can ask
the eastern seaboard of the United States. Professor GoodmédnDuffy to provide the Treasurer with an autographed copy,
also talks about job losses in lowa in terms of gamblingf he so desires.
expansion in that State and refers to some significant losses Members interjecting:
of farming income and manufacturing production that he The PRESIDENT: Order! | ask the Hon. Mr Xenophon
relates in part to the expansion of gambling industries in thai return to the debate.
State. The Hon. NICK XENOPHON: That book looks at
| also have a concern with respect to corporate welfareregional minimum wages and differential wage rates, taking
This is something that was raised in a very good article bynto account different cost of living structures in different
journalist Chris Kenny in thé\delaide Revievof January States and different regions. Clearly, if you look at the
1999, where he made reference to the benefits and oth8ydney rental market it obviously costs a person there much
related issues, and the potential costs, of corporate welfare more on average to get rental accommodation than it does in
this State. | think Mr Kenny's article was cautiously suppor-Adelaide.
tive of the Government’s approach with respect to job Interms of solutions, | also think it is important that we
creation through corporate welfare (for want of a bettedook at the issue of microeconomic reform, particularly with
word). He also graciously acknowledged research carried ouespect to electricity utilities. In the 1990s the Industry
by Timemagazine in November 1998 about corporate welfar&€ommission, as it then was, discussed the reform of the
in the United States, where some very serious concerns weedectricity market as a major microeconomic reform. | would
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like to think that there is some unanimity on both sides of the The Hon. NICK XENOPHON: Not only will I lead by
Parliament in relation to that, but that is why | am a passionexample but | pledge 5 per cent.
ate advocate of cheaper electricity and why | believe that The Hon. T.G. Cameron interjecting:

Riverlink is an important factor in terms of any micro-  The Hon. NICK XENOPHON: Maybe that should be
economic reform. The Hon. Terry Cameron is not convincedooked at. | am more than willing, | say here before members,
yet: | will continue to work on him, but not in the context of to pledge 5 per cent.
this debate. _ _ Members interjecting:

In terms of solutions, | refer to work carried out by the  The PRESIDENT: Order! There is only one member on
SA Economic Development Council and Professor Richargis feet.

Blandy on customised enterprise specific training. I under- 1o Hion NICK XENOPHON: | will pledge 5 per cent
stand that this is something that is with the Government ang; my salar)./ to such a scheme. | beIi(F-:-’ve igtais vSorthwhiIe.

that the Minister for Employment is looking at it. It is @ \empers could do much worse than to look at the proposals
program that mirrors programs that were very successful ine
South Carolina whereby rather than giving a straight out job An honourable member interjecting:

subsidy it was very much about having a customised ! . .
approach for employers to have job ready employees for thejr The Hon. NICK XENOPHON: | S.a'd of my parﬁamen-
ry salary, but | also do my bit for job creation in my law

specific industries at a cost of some $1 500 to $2 000 p ice. V. i find that | doi bit © i
employee. It is a program that was very successful in Soutfjractice. ¥ou will find that 1 am doing my it to émpioy a

Carolina and has been copied in a number of States The%imber of South Australians—at last count it was nine or 10.
has been some comprehensive work carried out in relation t Is Is an important issue. | urge members to consider an
that which has been made public by the Government. | urggPPTOPriate levy on their salaries to show some community

the Government to look at that in terms of its manageme adetrsh;_p ant()j t(t)tr?'how that we want to do something
and program delivery. constructive about this.

| also refer to an article in th&geof 22 September 1988, In summary, | commend the Government for bringing on

again by Professor Blandy and Anne Hawke, a Researdh!S debate and for instituting a job workshop program. |
Fellow at the National Institute of Labour Studies at FlindersWOUIOI like to make sure that this process—the debate, the job

- . . ‘ .- workshops and all the discussions surrounding it—is not the
ILJ;:J\get‘resgyri,eeﬂr;/tlft:(e)(rjn [[fhv;te:rlzi(c;:gb;g%gltlgscs\ly e can buy jobs'. end of the debate but the beginning of the end of the high rate

) of unemployment in this State, particularly amongst our
In our scheme we allow all working people to become stakeholdy outh

ers in the program. Rather than create an enormous Public Servige ’

infrastructure the employed monitor the job creation effects of the . . .
scheme. The key is to assemble the flow of funds to pay the wages The Hon. R.D. LAWSON (Minister for Disability

of the unemployed. To halve unemployment to around 4 per cent wervices):l wish to bring a portfolio perspective to some of

l”%eo' t‘f’ find money Kl)t pay th? wages ‘;ﬁr anbeX.tra ﬁ. pﬁtrhce“t of thfhe issues of employment which have been raised in the job
apour rorce and simultaneously create the Jobs In wnic ese peo . : f :
will be employed. ID\ﬁorl_(shops and which are the subject_ of this motion. In

. ] . particular, | want to address some of the issues around people
That article, which has also been the subject of a number Gf;ith gisabilities and also the ageing and employment issues.
comprehensive papers, refers to those in a position in the gofore | come to those specific matters, it is worth

community to make a contribution to a jobs levy, particularlymemioning, as other members have, that employment is a

inindustries and particularly for those who have an ability to, | sifaceted problem and the generation of employment is

pay. | know that that is controversial but | suggest that ity oy something over which Governments alone have control.
something that is at least worth considering. _Itis a problem that involves all sectors in the community, not
_To that extent | urge members to at least give considergny the private business sector but also semi-Government
ation to a pilot program in this Council and in the other placeyrganisations and agencies, as well as charities and
for members of Parliament to pledge a small percentage elommunity organisations. But, of course, it involves the
their income, say 3 per cent or 5 per cent, to set up a parligsgvernment, because some Government policies can have a
mentary trainee employee scheme. | suggest that it iSositive effect on employment.
somgt_hlng that would show some community Ieadershlp— Notwithstanding that it is a multifaceted problem, it seems
and itis an area where we ought to show some leadership; me that the single greatest contribution that any Govern-
with a view to indicating that there can be circuit breakers,\ont can make to improving the employment prospects of its
AS per cent levy, for instance, would create 15 jObSinterm%ommunity is the provision of an education and training

of extra_parliamentary researchers and assistants ata reas@{ztem which equips people for employment, as well as for
able trainee wage. L life. It is within the power of Government to encourage

The Hon. T.G. Cameron interjecting: appropriate links between education and training and

The Hon. NICK XENOPHON: No more compulsory employment, and between economic development and those
than the ALP’s levy on its Legislative Council members.  factors. | note that this Government is committed to develop-

The Hon. J.F. Stefani interjecting: ing those links.

The Hon. NICK XENOPHON: All members. | am The solutions are difficult. The Hon. Nick Xenophon
suggesting that it is something that we ought to consider. kpoke a moment ago, and his quick fix solution to an aspect
ought to be considered in the context of a circuit breaker t@f the problem was to have a levy on parliamentary salaries.
show some community leadership, to indicate the level oHe unfairly said that it received a chilly reception in this
commitment that | believe all members have to reducing th&€ouncil. Any frostiness in the reception probably reflects the
rate of unemployment in this State. | note that it is receivingfact that people in this Council, as they are in the community,
a chilly reception in this place. are cynical of quick fix solutions which seem to have some

The Hon. T.G. Cameron interjecting: popular appeal but which really do not address the issues that
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are said for effect rather than to provide some long-ternemployment and also those employers who are prepared to
benefit. take them on. It is worth mentioning that in this brief context,

I will deal now with people with disabilities and their because to give a personal identification to the issues is
important place in the labour market. | am delighted that thesignificant, as too often in these debates people talk in the
South Australian Government Youth Training Scheme, whichmacro rather than the micro.
has been in operation for some time, supports the intake of The Metropolitan Employee of the Year last year was a
young people with disabilities into these traineeships. It isvoman called Delia Giglio, who works part time for the City
good to see that large numbers of people with disabilities—of Salisbury’s library service. Delia is very disabled. She has
and a wide range of disabilities at that—have been applyinguffered for many years from obsessive compulsive disorder.
for those traineeships, and they have been successful 8he has a hearing impairment and has great difficulty in oral
applications in many cases. That is a trend which I hope wilhnd verbal communication, but she has been working in the
continue as young people with disabilities continue to gainibrary at Salisbury for a number of years. She has not had a
skills and confidence. holiday in many years, has not had a day away sick for | think

Another program that is run through the Disabilities about five years, and is highly productive and making a great
Services Office of the Government is called the Moving Oncontribution.
program, which is designed to provide programs for school- - The Employee of the Year in the Regional category was
leavers and which in many cases for those for whom it isyjlan wilton, a young man who works at South Coast
suitable can lead to an employment pathway. Last year, gjrewood. He is both deaf and blind, and has a severe
renegotiated an extension of the Commonwealth-Statgopility impairment. Notwithstanding the severity of those
Disability Agreement and, in the course of those negotiationgyisapilities, he is a highly productive employee.
secured an additional contribution by the Commonwealthfor - o rural and Remote Employee of the Year was a young

Disability Services of $1.5 million, and | applied that, and 5 cajled Trevor Lawrence, who lives at Hynam and daily
agreled to do so, in the development of day activities andy c|es 15 kilometres each way to work at Naracoorte, which
employment. is an indication of his dedication and commitment. He has

I'am delighted that, late last year, when we put togethe .o for a number of years at the South-East Environment-

the package for the Moving On program for people withy genyices, notwithstanding very severe intellectual disabili-
disabilities, in 1999 we have a number of programs that arg

: X e S.
designed to assist people to make the transition from schooF

. - One of the Employers of the Year which I think is worth
to employment, because one has to be patient with peop L .
with many disabilities as training and life skills have to bel%cogmsmg is a company called Overseas Pharmaceutical

X Aid for Life (OPAL). Itis a not for profit charitable organisa-
brough@ along at the same time. N t{on which conducts the safe collection and safe destruction
In this State, we have some wonderful organisations th

have provided employment opportunites for those who havé JTeBtTE ) SReS B BCRAREel el £ T SR
had disabilities for many years, Bedford Industries, the y 9

Phoenix Society, Minda and other organisations having madddeneles th;guhga World \ﬁgon an_d oLher_ organollsatlons. |
a great contribution, in recognition of the value not only to OF|>AL, Wh '(é. iﬁg_very |r;lnovat|ve usiness, does efmﬁ oy
the community of people with disabilities working but also P€0PI€ with disabilities. ‘The Managing Director of the

of the personal development which employment opportunitie§°MPany, Geoff Lockyer, himself has a severe work injury
and, at these presentations | am mentioning, gave a really

allow. o e -
Career Systems is an organisation which is doing googwsplnng account of the work performance of those with

things in this field in this State. It is one of the State’s mosgisabilities. _
progressive employment services for people with disabilities. Finally, Tim Hardy, a farmer who nine years ago became
Established in 1995, it arose out of some predecess@Paraplegic after a motor vehicle accident whilst mustering
organisations—the Vocational Resource Agency Incorporatedh€ep, lives at Penong on the Eyre Peninsula, and works part
and Endeavour Supported Abilities. It provides openfimein a farm machinery spare parts business, notwithstand-
employment services for about 160 people with disabilitiesind that he is confined to a wheelchair and has by dint of his
About 100 are employed and are receiving ongoing supporgnthusiasm and motivation developed a business and skills
and Career Systems works together with the other 60 peopl@ Welding, and is an inspiration to all who know him.
seeking to secure long-term employment. When we are dealing with employment issues, it is well
In September last year, | was delighted to present awardgorth remembering the importance and significance to the
to a number of employers in this State who recognised thwork force of those with disabilities. | believe that these
value of employing people with disabilities, and | want to programs must be enhanced and developed, as | said, not only
commend organisations such as Career Systems, the fundéigough Government funding and Government encourage-
of programs under which they operate and also employergent but also through all sectors of our community. Recogni-
and businesses who go to the trouble of taking on those withon ought be given of the fact that programs have been
disabilities. Each year, awards are made to a wide range @feveloped and that, through the jobs workshops and other
employers across the whole spectrum of business who apgsograms, we will be enhancing the opportunities for those
making a contribution to employment opportunities in thiswith disabilities.
significant area. The other portfolio area that | should mention is that of the
Last year, on the International Day of Disabled Personsgeing. Issues around older people and employment are
(3 December), | had the opportunity to present the Employeextremely significant. It is little understood what impediments
and the Employer of the Year Awards which are conducteexist to older people participating in the work force. One
by Disability Action each year. This is another program ofencounters a number of stereotypes across the whole of the
awards that brings forward a number of really inspiringageing spectrum. One frequently hears the false suggestions
stories of people with disabilities who are striving to obtainthat older people are, for example, ‘slow or unable to learn
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or unproductive or inflexible and unwilling to work’, and that and the Liberal Party. Both Parties tell us that, if we take
is a quotation with which | do not agree. certain policy decisions and directions, we can resolve all our
The result of labelling of that kind, which has absolutely unemployment problems. Unemployment is at a horrendous
no basis, is that employers are somewhat reluctant to hidevel here, but no more so than in all but one or two of the so-
older workers and are more likely to offer current oldercalled western economic engines of the world. We are told,
employees early retrenchment, because there is a grdar instance, that we have to cut and reduce wages and that
emphasis in most of the debate, both at a political level and/e have to be more flexible so that we can export more of our
elsewhere in the community, on the need to reduce youtpoods and services. The bulk of our exports comes from our
unemployment and to focus attention to securing employmenery efficient farm sector and perhaps our even more efficient
opportunities for younger people. | do not for one momenimining sector.
seek to deny the importance of that. However, itits important | remind honourable members in this Chamber that the
at the same time to balance the needs of the older membéddited States of America, the so-called economic engine of
of our community. the world at the moment, exports only 8 per cent of its gross
We do live in a community in which the median age of thedomestic product. | want members to take that on board. The
population is rising, and the median age of the work forcdJnited States of America, in spite of having one of the most
will also rise. It is important to ascertain and fix upon thedepressed wage-worker relationships in the western world,
incentives and disincentives for older people to remain irexports only 8 per cent of its gross domestic product. | said
work, and also to examine future patterns of work for oldethere were two economies in the world that ran with reason-
people, including issues such as unemployment, earlgbly low unemployment rates. One is the United States of
retirement and income security. America, which is running with between 5.5 per cent and
This year, 1999, is the International Year of Older6 per cent of its work force unemployed, and the other is the
Persons, and | have announced that it is a priority of thd8 million strong Dutch monarchical nation, which is running
Government during this year to focus upon employment anwith—and these figures are 12 months old—about 3.5 per
older people. | was pleased to meet Dr Philip Taylor from thecent unemployment. All other nations in the industrial world
Open University Business School in the United Kingdomhave unemployment levels not less than 10 per cent of their
when he was visiting Australia recently. He had beerwork force.
involved in extensive research regarding employment options Just how many more unemployed there are we will never
and developments for older workers within the Europearknow, because in two income families benefits are paid to
context, and he had a number of very interesting insights intonly one spouse—they are not paid to the other spouse if one
means of providing employment opportunities. spouse is employed. How many people have declined to
I should acknowledge some of the research that is beintggister? There is an invisible number, which | think runs to
conducted and the launch recently in South Australia of d&undreds of thousands, of unemployed in the community of
book by Associate Professor Margaret Patrickson and Mgach nation. It is fallacious in the extreme now that Govern-
Lynley Hartmann, Senior Lecturer at the University of Southments have surrendered their sovereign rights to the multi-
Australia. Their new workivlanaging an Ageing Work Force  corporate corporations. In the name of economic rationalis-
contains a number of interesting insights to these issuegtion, in the name of divestment of Government owned
There was participation at a seminar, at which Dr Taylorinstrumentalities and in the name of the globalisation of
spoke, entitled ‘Older Workers Maximising our Advantagenations Governments have divested themselves of almost all
in the New Millennium’. There will be additional research control over their own fiscal destiny. Control of the fiscal
into these issues which | believe will enable us more accudestiny of nations now lies mainly in the hand of those
rately to understand the problems and also to plan for theorporate giants.
future. Even a nation as fiscally strong as the United States does
| also met Ms Louise Rowland, the Executive Director ofnot control its own fiscal destiny. The only reason why
Jobs East, the Mitcham area consultative committee ilnemployment has remained at this level in America is that
Victoria, which has adopted a number of initiatives regardingll the overseas invested capital from the failed tiger econo-
older workers in the work force that | think bear examinationmies—Brazil and Russia, that fallen giant—is now being
here. In this State, the organisation DOME (Don’t Overlookhauled out and parked in the safe haven of the United States.
Mature Expertise) has been operating for a number of year§0, it has overseas investment dollars running out of its ears.
Its target groups include people of mature age, namely, thodenote the adjustment which has been a long time coming and
over 40 years, and also people with a disability. DOME iswhich has brought share market prices in the various stock
supported by the State Government, and it undertakegxchanges back down to their proper level. In respect of
activities to support this clearly and increasingly disadvanstocks and shares today, | believe that they are at least 40 per
taged group. DOME is a participant both at a policy andcent over valued as to what their real true worth is.
practical level in meeting the needs of older members of the We have people such as George Soros, who made
community. billions—he made £3 billion alone out of a mistake made by
As we go forward, there is an opportunity to examine thehe Bank of England—saying that it is getting too hard for
possibility of extending some of the programs whichpeople such as him, hedge fund investors, people who use
presently exist for the younger employed to those of older aggoney to make profits out of chasing money—much the
groups to advance the interests of the mature workers.9ame as the banks are doing today. They are no longer
commend the Minister for the jobs workshops and | com-<concerned with being a service industry; they are closing
mend the motion. down. In Australia, | believe that computerisation is enabling
banks to close down country branches all over the place. In
The Hon. T. CROTHERS: | begin my contribution by 1997, nearly 200 branches in rural Australia of various banks
making the following observation, and | include the twowere closed. However, the little people are fighting back
major political Parties in this country—both my own Party through the Bendigo Bank. People are setting up their own
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banking system under the expertise and advice of the Bendigky98. We do not learn from the lessons of history. | will go
Bank and are now saying, ‘We are not closing any moréack to Tallyrand, the French Foreign Minister who must
country service areas.’ have been pretty good, having served the last of the French

They were not closed because they were not profitablé&kings and queens, who were beheaded. He was also Foreign
they were closed because they were not profitable enoughlinister for Napoleon and also Foreign Minister for the first
Thatis horrendous. Is it any wonder that we are in the picklef the Bourbon kings, after Napoleon had fallen. The queen
we are in? For Governments to say that they can solve thgaid to him in about 1797 as they were passing the Bastille
unemployment levels that currently exist, they are playingl would say it in French, but we have to speak very simple
with themselves. They are deceiving the people. My owrEnglish here so that Legh can understand it), ‘Monsieur
Party, as well as the Government Party in this place and othdmallyrand, why are those people over there in an angry
political Parties, including the Democrats and the Nationamood?’ He said, ‘Madam, they have no bread.’

Party, if they are saying that they can resolve the world's 5o much was she in touch, this aristocrat of aristocrats
unemployment problems are playing with themselves. Oujith her own people whom she governed as the spouse of the
unemployment has been brought about by the multicorporategigning king, that she said, ‘Why not give them cake?’ But
that answer to no law. George Soros said, ‘This is getting toge have not learned that lesson. | tell the Council that, if the
difficult now, hedge fund investment, milking countries of ynemployment levels are allowed to continue to rise untram-
their currency without the rule of international law’. melled, with Governments being powerless to do little or
Members may remember that in a speech | made in thigothing about it because they have surrendered control of the
place two years ago | asked why the United Nations was nqulk of their sovereignty to the gnomes of Zurich, if that is
being used to police investment, a body set up for that vergllowed to rise, | have no doubt that in 10 or 20 years we will
purpose. | believe that one of the great destroyers of thRave a revolution which will not be brought about by another
social fabric of our society has been the obscene pace Wiiidustrial revolution but by a technological revolution.
which computerisation has been introduced into our society. | have no problems with investors getting some of the

Ithas been introduced not for any good that it can do you ofqefits of computerisation. What | do have problems with

|. Any good or fun that we get out of itis purely by accident. i -0 terisation being used to destroy the social fabric to
Of course, they give us the odd game to play on our COmEJring about a break in law and order. Soros and other

puters so as to keep the people happy—the wine and circusgg,omic gurus—people at the forefront of economic

of tRe ﬁld Romgln emplrs. 1t's bread and ci rationalisation—are talking about it. | object to the obscene
TQ ﬁnou[f_" C(annc;'(Ia'mEeRré' \?V Irle? q an trlz<|rcus?s. use of that science to maximise profitability. Truly, the great
h e d'ortLI h t eat : be ,d olno no;/v, amon I od Mamom has the whole of the community in a very
suc a; Ietl a\t’? nodea én bread—l cannot even Spell #aioys form, and these people are aided and abetted by the
no"_‘lfh_ oHr a %als Lour "?Wts' o cting: media barons, who are so small in number that they, too, like
The Hon. T CRg‘%ﬁé;g”&f Ing: dai L thought, Murdoch, Packer, Black and several others in the world, are
eron. 1. X - Wine and circuses, 1thought. o4 pillionaires. They too have a monetary and vested
As a South Australian, | was being patriotic in the extreme; ; ; :
S ; . interest in controlling the population.
| refer to the original quotation of Emperor Maximus of bread i . .
So, we are fed a line from the media designed to keep us

and circuses. Do we learn the lessons of history? In a pig’s . )
ear we do! People must remember that the reason why t% check. We can see the job Rupert Murdoch did on the

Bastille was stormed in 1798 was the deprivations of th ritish Foreign Minister in respect of his divorce while
Industrial Revolution urdoch’s particularly messy marital situation was left

An honourable member: And the lack of bread. untouched. That clearly shows what monopolies_ can do. |
The Hon. T. CROTHERS: Yes, it is all between your Nave said that I have no objection to computers being used to
' Hpcrease prof_|tab|I|ty. We can talk all we I_|ke abput job

God’s best oratorical English speaker since WiIIiamcre"?ltlon but, if we waqt tq preserve the $°C'a' fabric of our
Shakespeare—not you. He is such a genius that he interject@¢i€ty and do something in respect of trying to come to grips
sage comment— with the horrendous levels of unemploy_ment, why should not

The Hon. L.H. Davis: Would you describe it as sour COMPUters be used to reduce the working week? Why should
dough? phat not happen? Flfty years ago in this State the captains of

The Hon. T. CROTHERS: You are not Robert Service, Industry—such as Sir Arthur Barrett, the Cooper family, Don
let me put it that way, you with the bats in the belfry—you Laidlaw and Sir Roland Qacobs o_f the brewery, aman | knew
are no Robert Service. 30 years ago—had social consciences.

The PRESIDENT: The honourable member will come  That has all but deserted the captains of industry today,
back to the subject before he loses his train of thought. ~and they are governed by their understanding of the decimal
The Hon. T. CROTHERS: Thank you, Mr President; Point as they reach out. They are beyond the capacity of
they do drive me to distraction in the many ways and meangovereign nations to deal with. The only people they have to

of the form of that word. satisfy—and we know they stack their general meetings—are
The PRESIDENT: | would not want you to lose your their shareholders. Whilst they make bigger and better profits
train of thought. they will get voted back each time the directors are up for
The Hon. T. CROTHERS: | would not want to do that. €lection.
The Hon. L.H. Davis interjecting: | believe that the latest falls on the stock market might

The Hon. T. CROTHERS: | have hitched on a very well bring the wheel to a full cycle not even experienced
heavy locomotive, if some of the cretinous honourablehrough unemployment in the 1930s. Because of the global
gentlemen will listen. People forget that it was the Industriakituation, if the world falls into the unemployment traps of the
Revolution that first brought about the rise of socialism in thel930s, because of the interconnecting links—and they are
form that we understand today, by the fall of the Bastille innow closer than they were before—it will be horrendous, and
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it might well be at that point that we get another storming oflearning, listen to the erudition being placed gently in front
the Bastille by angry, frustrated citizens of nations. of you.

The storming of the Bastille was not the only rebellion, The Hon. L.H. Davis: | don’t think you've got a lot to be
although it might be the most famous that occurred at thatappy about on your side—
time. We had Garibaldi leading the Italian masses in the The Hon. T. CROTHERS: | certainly haven't: | sit
1840s; and we had the rebellion or demonstration at Peterloopposite you, and that is enough to make one pretty unhappy,
where Wellington brought in former Napoleonic war troops! can tell you—listening to your raucous, inane voice from
who fired on the citizens and shot dead 17 of them. We sathe back every day.
the same thing in the United States in 1912 and thereafter Australia currently has a population of almost 19 million
where workers demonstrating for their rights were shot deageople, and our work force component stands at 8.5 million,
by either State or Federal troopers. In one case they wetbat is, about 43 per cent of the total population is in the work
Federal troops led by General Douglas MacArthur of Pacifidorce. | have looked at figures of other nations, and
and Second World War fame. 45 per centis about right. If members look at 45 per cent (and

I refer to the journalThesisand an article by the Greek | am sure the Hon. Mr Davis will tell me), that is about
Prime Minister dealing generally with foreign policy issues.170 million. Members should put 18 million against that to
The lead article was written by the Prime Minister of thefind out what the percentage of unemployment is. It is
Hellenic Republic, Costas Simitis. Costas Simitis has manslightly more than 10 per cent.
things to say which | will put on the record just to show It has been like that in the European Union ever since it
where we are at in the world of unemployment. Headedvas a nine member union; it stayed the same when it was a
‘Combating Unemployment’ he states: 12 member union; and it remains the same now thatitisa 15
member union. People might well ask why nations, as strong
. . . . . agroup as the European Union, cannot do anything about
I'am quoting the Prime Minister of the Hellenic Republic— i unemployment. The answer is that there are no national
important as these steps might be,the_ywillnot serve our purpose thws, even in the Union, that apply to the vagaries and
strengthening the legitimacy of the union [the European Union] b>éoeregrinations of the hedge fund investors and the multi

recapturing popular support for it if we do not manage to tackle th K id E f th iinal
crucial problem of unemployment and social exclusion. | think thaCOrPOrate takeover raiders, etc. Even some of the origina

both the political and economic conditions are now right for Thatcherite gurus are now turning against globalisation,
launching a new initiative and promoting a more effective strategyeconomic rationalisation and Government divestment of

Allow me to stress once more that—

for employment. . . assets.

Further on he says: As | pointed out, computers can be used to generate
What is most important now is the fight against unemployment€Mployment instead of being used to destroy employment

Today, 18 million people in the European Union are jobless. and, with it, the social fabric of our society. The only way

tthat nations can handle this problem is by ensuring that
dnternational laws are in place to deal with the vagaries and
. - investment naughtinesses of the multi corporate and hedge
This is a tragedy in itself— fund investors. Without those, then truly you will get another
he talks about rebellion— storming of the Bastille.
and a long-term threat to democracy. We must not ignore the The Hon. Costas Simitis, the Prime Minister of Greece,
breeding ground that this provides for anti-democratic and xenophdias referred to that in his bald statements of unemployment
bic groups. in what is, after all, the foreign affairs journal of the Greek
We can see how the world, when it needs unity more thafsovernment. It has been operating in the Balkans for a long
ever, is now becoming more divided into smaller quarrelsoméime, so they are not exactly innocents when they have come
ethnic groups. He further says: to operate and survive successfully in that neck of the woods,
Employment policy guidelines should be given the same weigh@iven the prominence of Bosnia, Croatia, Macedonia
as corresponding instruments in the economic and monetary spheréformerly Yugoslavian Macedonia); Slovenia; now the
Sweden and Greece once stood almost alone in pushing for alontenegrans are playing up; Albania and Kosovo, as well
employment chapter in the Union Treaty. Now it has become &g the other ethnic groups such as Chechenya and the two
reality. ethnic groupings in Georgia, etc.
Further on he says: One may be forgiven if one saw this as a deliberate ploy
Secondly, economic growth must be accompanied by socidby the wealthy of this world to draw attention away from the
development, openness and democracy. The crises in Asia amdal problems that beset us. One could be forgiven if that was

Russia have shown us the importance of a solid economy al ; e .
publicly funded social safety nets. The Union therefore must pursu e conclusion one drew. But, the matter is in hand, the

apolicy of high economic growth, better and more education, socidinatter is of moment. | say this to the Government (and | will
responsibility and environmental improvement. We want to see @gursue the issue in our own Caucus): what little help we in
Europe that combines social responsibility with vital growth, and thisthis State can render in respect of unemployment requires an
is formation for stability in a nation-state in the era of globallsatlon.a” hands to the wheel, non-political, unified position from all
To bolster the point | made, namely, that it is almost impos+political Parties in this State.

sible for Governments, whether at a State or national level, |welcome the unemployment debate that we are having,
to do any more with unemployment than to fiddle around theand | would welcome such a situation as | have outlined
edges (despite what my own Party and the Liberal Partgbout unity of purpose if it could arise. The only chance we
says), | want to show members in the breakdown of thdave to assist in a minimalist way, and the only chance we
unemployment of the EU how horrendous it is. The totalhave to maximise our capacity to do something about
population of the 15 nations of the European Union is som&nemployment, is direct and absolute unity. Nothing less than
380 million, give or take a million. | wish the Hon. Mr Lucas that will achieve anything; it will have been so much of a
would stop smiling. If this is supposed to be a summit fortalkfest and a gabfest. | shall certainly do all | can with my

That is up six million from four years ago when it stood a
12 million, as it had done for a decade or more. He continue
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limited powers within our Caucus, provided that the Governwhich will reduce our costs as a State when we compete with
ment is reasonable. the rest of the world. | believe that we should be attracting a
| take my lid off to the Hon. Mr Lucas, who | thought number of medium sized key industries which can spearhead
today put forward a very constructive point of view in respectthe export drive and which will provide valuable input to our
of unemployment. He was not like one other contributor, wheeconomy to enable us to achieve growth and a greater level
dwelt purely on his ministerial portfolio to the detriment of of production.
all else—unlike others who, in my view, were talking not  South Australia already has a number of industries which
about unemployment but, rather, about their own futureoperate at the national and international levels with increasing
employment. | think that is appalling in a debate as rare angrospects of greater export opportunities, despite our distance
as important as this. | shall not forgive that individual in afrom world markets. Without being prescriptive of the
hurry. | conclude my contribution by saying to the ladies, inindustries that could further develop our economic growth,
Latin, e pluribus unum and therefore our future employment opportunities, | would
like to mention the following: data processing, software and
The Hon. J.F. STEFANI: | am pleased to make a communication; tourism and conventions; wine, special foods
contribution to the jobs workshop debate which has been aaind food processing; small business services; new tech-
initiative of the Government to provide a forum for the input nology; manufacturing; recreation, entertainment and culture;
of ideas by members of Parliament as well as the widetertiary education; defence procurement; and pharmaceutical
community. Since its election in 1993, the Liberal Govern-and health services.
ment has set the development of exports as one of the key The Liberal Government has been working hard to
strategies to improve the State’s economic future. The reas@stablish regional headquarters for major companies engaged
for concentrating on exports is not only the more rapidin data processing, software and communication, and the
growth that South Australia will achieve but also the greateiestpac Mortgage Centre and the Bankers Trust are amongst
degree of economic stability that we could gain by diversify-the companies to establish their head offices in Adelaide.
ing away from our present dependence on the Australian The world economy operates more and more on electronic
market. data and information exchange via communication highways.
Fundamental to any export strategy for growth is theThe challenge for the Government will be to make Adelaide
progressive reduction of the cost of supplying foreigna significant data processing centre in a world grid that will
markets. This means that it is important to reduce all costs afxpand to include payroll services, flight and theatre book-
production in South Australia. However, some costs havéngs, financial transactions and insurance settlements, as well
more of an impact on exports than others; hence, anygs a data bank information service that is being utilised in a
reduction in transport and communication costs betweeworld-wide network by many international companies.
South Australia and foreign markets will be particularly  Defence procurement offers South Australia a major
important. opportunity with the rapid development of countries in the
A reduction in Government red tape to reduce the cost ofAsia-Pacific rim and the formation of new security relations
selling to foreign markets will also be especially valuable between Australia and these countries. Defence spending is
Any efficiency gained in the labour market for goods andgrowing rapidly in this region. For historical reasons and
services that are destined for foreign markets will alsahrough the DSTO, Adelaide has long been a major site for
enhance our competitive position. Synergies which can bgustralia’s defence research and development.
developed and which will reduce the cost of supplying to The submarine project has also taken that historical
foreign markets will give South Australia a significant position a step further. With a high level of communication
advantage. It follows that specific incentives should becapacity in place, South Australia can become the headquar-
offered by the Government to business enterprises which aters for subsidiaries of Western defence related enterprises.
engaged in production that has an export component. Thiss a State, we offer a safe and stable base for the operation
will assist businesses to be competitive and to create thef research and development and partial manufacture for
opportunity for growth and further employment. export of highly sophisticated defence based enterprises.
An example of the type of incentive to which | am There are important technological and skill transfer oppor-
referring is the Government’s initiative to offer freight tunities associated with many of these enterprises which can
guarantees to international carriers with the aim of securinge invaluable to South Australia.
the cheapest possible freight rate from South Australia. The Recreation, entertainment and culture is one of the world’s
Government may also be in a position to purchase largtastest growing industries. In employment terms, it has grown
blocks of STD and ISD telecommunications capacity at verystrongly over the past seven years in South Australia. Today
low contract rates for South Australian businesses. many people spend a bigger share of their spare dollar to
| also strongly support the rebate of the proportion ofentertain themselves. The communications revolution has
payroll tax paid by companies engaged in export relateéxpanded enormously, and costs to provide entertainment
activities. The Government should consider concessions froitrough electronic means have been cut considerably. This
regulations to companies that have achieved significamheans that locations that can specialise in production and
export business in order to assist them in dealing with thelistribution of entertainment and culture to world markets
needs of their overseas customers. These are some of tél be able to provide a large and growing number of jobs.
short-term strategies that could and have been adopted by the South Australia has a good track record in a number of
Liberal Government to encourage greater economic activitareas, not the least of which is the Adelaide Festival and the
in order to create more jobs. Adelaide Convention Centre, which have enhanced our
However, the long-term strategy should be for thereputation at national and international levels. Special foods
Government to achieve the development of greater skilland food processing also has a great future in South Australia
through research and development as well as the infrastrubecause of the growing demand for specialty uncontaminated
ture and synergies necessary to achieve greater efficiencifsod products, especially for Europe and the Asian markets.



Wednesday 10 February 1999 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 629

Aquaculture exports have continued to expand annuallyprovided in Australia for our multicultural society are more
with sales in the hundreds of millions of dollars beinglikely to be appreciated and accepted by many other cultures
achieved through export and many job opportunities beingnd world markets. In a sense, our own test for the best
created. The wine industry is a classic industry that haproducts and services, such as tourism, education and food
achieved a world-class reputation for South Australia. It willproducts, will ensure our success on world markets. Multicul-
continue to be a wonderful success story, creating manguralism will continue to provide an exciting basis for our
thousands of jobs as the industry continues to expand in ordexport success which goes beyond the important bilateral
to meet the rapidly growing demands of the world marketexchanges between Australia and other countries. In particu-
Recognising the potential for this industry, the State Governtar, the acceptance and valuing of human and cultural
ment has committed funds to establish the National Windlifferences is likely to be a source of great strength as we
Centre, which will further assist in the promotion of this develop strategies to compete in a global economy in which
important industry. South Australia will be required to compete. | support the

Pharmaceutical and health is another area where Southotion.

Australia has achieved world class success. The Government

is supporting the establishment of joint ventures and strategic The Hon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER: | commend the
alliances between South Australian companies and othéfovernment on the initiative of the jobs workshop and the
Australian and overseas Governments and companies in thegportunity for all members of Parliament to contribute to
industries in order to provide specialised products andhis summit, and | say ‘'summit’ deliberately, because | do not
services. believe this should be a debate. This is an opportunity for us

Tourism is an area of great promise, especially as wéll to contribute ideas that will encourage employment. It is
market ourselves effectively in conjunction with other States rare opportunity for us to work together for the betterment
and Territories to provide a unique holiday destination as anf the State, and those who seek to use it for political point
overall Australian tourism experience. This area has th&coring cheapen both themselves and the process. As such,
potential to create many jobs for young South Australians ascommend the Hon. Mike Elliott on his contribution on
we attract a greater share of the tourism market. With théehalf of the Democrats. | most often do not agree with
major infrastructure development of the Adelaide to DarwinMr Elliott, but | recognise that on this occasion the Demo-
rail link, South Australia can provide a joint tourism initiative crats have sought to sincerely offer ideas that may produce
which will link the tropics, Kakadu and Arnhem Land in the solutions. As someone said this afternoon, there would be
north with the outback, Uluru in the centre and thefew, if any, here who have not witnessed at a personal level
Mediterranean regions in the south. The concept would bethe tragedy of a family member or friend who is unable to
highly significant region for Aboriginal heritage and culture. obtain employment despite their best efforts.

It would offer a full and interesting itinerary for the tourist ~ The gradual erosion of confidence is sad in the young but
entering Australia through Darwin or Adelaide who wasutterly tragic in the middle aged. The Government sought
seeking a genuine Australian experience. | have spoken abdatoad community input in its series of jobs workshops held
some of the future prospects for expansion and for a vigorou#)roughout the State, and the findings of those workshops
diverse and outward looking economy which will create morgnake particularly interesting reading. They reflect the views,
jobs for our young people. My vision is to transform the parochialism, cynicism, optimism, hopes and aspirations, and
circumstances within which we operate in order to fundamenthe contradictions which make up South Australia. Some of
tally change the long-term economic prospects for Soutlhe contradictions in the report included: get rid of the youth
Australia. wage/do not get rid of the youth wage; abolish Work for the

| would now like to make a few final comments about theDole—it doesn’t work/Work for the Dole is a great initiative;
role our multicultural diversity can play in our future extension of shopping hours kills small business/(further
development as a State. The emphasis on exporting, includistpwn the same page) deregulate shopping hours, we should
meeting the needs of overseas tourists visiting Southave our own choice of opening. Such is the diversity of
Australia, will provide a greater potential for our people whoviews in the report. However, | was impressed by the number
retain connections with their overseas countries of origin anéf comments promoting a positive attitude.
who have business, cultural and linguistic connections, family For some time now | have felt we are our own worst
and sporting ties with those countries. South Australians frorenemy in South Australia because of our pessimistic outlook
all backgrounds can be involved in a special way in expandand our lack of belief in ourselves. Some of the comments
ing our economy. There are more than 35 Australian anthat impressed me included:
overseas Chambers of Commerce and Business Councils, - Break the cycle of negativity that the media, etc., presents;
more than 25 foreign language newspapers, more than - We must become the ‘can do’ State instead of one that is
45 voluntary radio committees preparing broadcasts foﬁhg,\clk'ed gy the StatetBtah”k g‘saSt‘?tr.—a”dc}ht'ﬁ requires Cﬁ(’peﬁat“on
5EBI FM and a similar number of arts and cultural organisahﬁickffghogyggmego’od %eapsp;’rf('j'ggnacgpts;e media who afl 100
tions that cater for our multicultural communities. Morethan ™ . “There are too many small interests that try to hijack develop-
500 clubs and associations of various kinds operate througlent on conservation grounds;
out South Australia. This represents an invaluable resource - Recognise the achievements of government and promote

; o vgith success in the private sector;
and asset to assist South Australia with its export efforts. Encourage a more positive attitude:;

Multiculturalism is adding a dynamic dimension to our . Better to get a positive culture happening—focus on
capacity as exporters and in creating a society that is morgmployment not unemployment;
capable of meeting the challenges of a globalised world - Large events create work and give a sense of morale and

economy. Immigrants, through their circumstances, havgenfidence for South Australians;

been the builders of bridges between two cuItures—thei{nc|'udiﬁéotwg§u;?i'§ State's competitive advantages to business,

Culture Of Or'g'n and the Culture Of thelr adOptlve homeland . Target the 20 per cent of business Opportunities which are
Products and services that have developed and are beitikgly to get the 80 per cent of benefits.
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These were all comments which interested me and whictve can do that, many of tonight's good ideas will be nothing

reflect a real desire within people to get up and get on wittmore than empty words.

it. Of course, it is important to remember, as these comments

reflect, that even 10 per cent unemployment means 90 per The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS: | rise to comment on the

cent employment. This is not a figure of which we are proudinitiative of the Government to undertake these workshops.

but one that many nations would find acceptable. Perhapslitis an initiative only because the other option was to do

is also time for us to be honest enough to admit that 5 pehothing. Therefore, it is a positive step in that sense. What we

cent unemployment is probably close to full employment inhave is a compilation of ideas that have been gathered from

real terms. people—some enthusiastic, some desperate, some clutching
With the onset of the age of information technology, we@t Straws, and some clutching at idealism. What must happen

are undergoing a change of work practices greater than tho§8W is_the engine drivers of employment must analyse f’.‘” of
involved in the industrial revolution. Someone recently(N€se ideas and then set up a structure to see whether in fact
remarked to me that we do not need many blacksmiths dhere is any meritin any of the ideas that have t_)een gathered.
candle makers any more. Similarly, many of the traditionaf" fa ser;]sehwhat the Government has done is put the cart
manual occupations will become redundant, and considerabR§T0re the horse. ,

reskilling will need to take place. From a regional point of _ Instead of setting up the heads of industry, the heads of
view, many of the initiatives embraced new and innovativé0Vernment, in a truly bipartisan way, we have seen an
ideas, but most of them also required considerable investmeHpfortunate denial of the opportunity for a truly bipartisan
in infrastructure. It is not the job of Government to be in @PProach to unemploymentin South Australia. Itis a political
business but to provide the infrastructure for business tFSU€: and | do not shy away from a political issue, because
survive and thrive. As such, recognition should be given tdvithout political intervention, this State will get worse. |
roadworks and maintenance, to schools and hospitals arditended one of the workshops at Port Pirie at which Minister
jetties, and so on, which have taken place in rural Soutfprindal was present. | would have to say that his presentation

Australia over the past six years or so. As an example of thWas Very good. It was about the third or fourth time he had
importance of this, a couple of weeks ago | was in Kimbadoné the exercise. It was slick and professional. It gave some
where both a road gang and mining exploration are stayingonfidence, and he espoused some enthusiasm.

In a small town of that size, this 20 or so people mean the But | looked around at members of local government,
employment of extra staff at the hotel, butcher’s, superma€0ple of community groups, those who I know have worked
ket, and so on. Can you imagine how much greater the impaf industry, who have been made redundant and who were
would be if these people were to become permanent, if wiooking to try to regain some dignity in the workplace. | saw
could proceed with some real infrastructure or we couldP?€0Ple who had seen a whole range of schemes, people who

develop the granite mines near Wudinna or explore mining}@ve been on city development committees, council develop-
in the Yumbarra National Park? ment boards, regional development boards, and regional local

overnment associations that have looked at regional
further development of tourism; development of more eve_lopment. | saw people who a few years ago were
aquaculture- set ot ma'n'tenance teams:  brovi CIconvmced by_the Federal Government pollcythaythere ought
aquacuiture, up Jetly mainte + PrOVIAR, 16 one regional board and seed money provided for that.
incentives for employers to keep trainees for over 12 momh%sreat enthusiasm in rural South Australia was generated at
provide incentives to attract qualified people to country areagy - time. A community of interest was created, and in fact

for example, locality allowances, discount on cars, and S0 Ofy '\ 24" \working. Through Government intervention, these

empower local communities to make local employmen%eople had seen that torn apart and were now facing yet
deq|5|ons, plrc.)wde career counselling W't.h'n schools on nother meeting to talk about the same things that they have
regional basis; use arid lands more productively, for exampleoeen talking about for the last eight to 10 years.

by growing quandongs, sandalwood olives, and so on, by | had the opportunity to speak to some of the leaders, and

processing by-products on the spot; target business migrarggme of them said, ‘Well, we have to come along. We have
to come to country areas; make Whyalla a duty free zong, ' ' .

make Whyalla a tax free zone; provide start up capital forD keep trying. We cannot give up, butit seems that "here we

business on Yorke Peninsula: create a film industry | 0 again". Other speakers have talked about the whole of
Whyalla; and the list goes on.

outh Australia and what we are doing in the metropolitan
i ) ) area, but my interest—and | make no apology for this—is
In my view, some of these ideas have merit, others less sqyhat is happening in rural South Australia. When Mike Rann
butthey all reflect a real desire to create meaningful employextended the invitation during the election campaign for a
ment and keep their communities together. Sadly, no-one cajymmit, | think it was a statesman-like initiative that did have
create a job. Jobs only flow from a buoyant economymerit. It was a genuine attempt to try to get all South
Employers only employ extra staff when they are making aaustralians to pull together, to try to make a start on a
profit. Governments can do things to encourage businesgsestablishment for South Australia.
They can reduce red tape, encourage less bureaucracy, andpegple in South Australia have been affected dramatically
give incentives to help business, but they cannot create jobgy Government policy and Government rationalisation in
As has already been pointed out by the Hon. Dianaountry areas. The sad thing about it is that it has been done
Laidlaw and the Hon. Terry Cameron, this Government cain anad hocway. Each Government department every year
do little to help or even provide seed funding for enterprisehas its budget scrutinised and is given a directive that it has
while itis financially hamstrung. We can argue as to just howo cut by a certain percentage. What we have seen as a
much interest we pay or what the net effect of getting rid ofconsequence of that is jobs taken out in the areas of educa-
our debt would be, but the fact is it would free up largetion, police, EWS, ETSA, and highways. Right across South

amounts of money and allow us to get on with providing atAustralia we have seen job reductions on a department by
least some of the incentives and infrastructure needed. Untlepartment basis.

Some of the initiatives suggested from country areas Wer%
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| was actually part of the policy development committee$130 000 in concessions was given to provide one job in a
at the last election, and took note of what happened imity. It is a worrying trend that long-term investment in
Queensland with the Office of Country Affairs which was setindustry is dependent on what Government concessions,
up by Tom Burns in the Queensland Government to lookncluding council rate reductions and tax exemptions, can be
specifically at country issues. There is no doubt that there agiven. That is an area at which we need to look closely.
some issues that affect country people differently from those In relation to enterprise zones, | agree with the prospect
people who reside in the metropolitan area. We announceulit forward by Mike Rann when he talked about enterprise
that we were going to do that, and within a few weeks thezones as being unique. Honourable members would remem-
Liberal Government had decided that it would set up arber that when Mike Rann first floated this idea he said that
Office of Country Affairs in the Premier’'s Department. The we should concentrate on Port Pirie, Whyalla and Port
head of that was a person from Primary Industries, and it waBugusta as an enterprise zone to attract business. Unfortu-
going to do basically the same things that Labor had espousetely, the idea was poohooed out of hand by John Olsen and
in its policy launch. Dean Brown, who said that they would make the whole State

The other thing we said was that before the Governmerdn enterprise zone.
closed any Government services in South Australia, there The effect of that is that absolutely nothing changes,
ought to be a transparent community impact statement to sé&ecause it applies to those cities that have geographical
what the effect of those job reductions and those reductiorsdvantages and so on which may determine whether or not
in services would have on those communities where they took business would be attracted to that city without concessions.
place. For instance, in an area where the highways officEherefore, if we give everyone the same concessions, we
closed down, those families would go and take their childrerthange absolutely nothing. All we do is ensure that subsidies
with them, and the local store would lose trade. A wholeare offered to businesses. In my view, if businesses have to
range of incomes would no longer be spent in thately on subsidies to survive, they are not on a sound financial
community. It would affect the number of children in the basis anyhow.
school which consequently would affect the number of school People in country areas are desperate. People in local
teachers. government, on development boards and parents are despe-

Other problems would arise whereby pressure was put orate for employment in regional South Australia. The realistic
the local hospital, and then the community could not attractact of life is that it is only by sensible cooperation between
doctors. The turnover in the bank then winds down andill the major players in employment and Government that we
therefore the bank closes. There is a contraction in theill make a difference, and we have to make that difference
incomes of the whole of that community, which has beerbased on merit and economic viability.
impacted by individual decisions made by individual We have to return to a system of social justice and
Government departments. These cases of themselves maymmunity service obligations. They are two things that,
mean a few jobs in one area, but the cumulative effect hasadly, have been lacking in the past five or six years in
been drastic on the country community. That has acceleratedspect of those people living in regional South Australia in
the urban drift back to the metropolitan area. particular. We have to also try to drag the focus away from

An interesting thing is happening in rural South Australiathe economic rationalists’ view that everything has a cost and
in that the people with skills who have been made redundang price. We have to go back and look at the following
sacked, or have lost their employment because of thquestions: what is the social value; what is the community
conseguences of Government departments closing down haservice obligation; what is the value of having a bank in every
moved from the country to the cities to seek employmentcountry town; and what is the value of having a policeman in
There is also a drift back the other way; that is, the long-most country towns whereby those people can have security
termed unemployed are finding that in places such aand have the presence of a uniformed officer moving about?
Peterborough and some of the other country cities and towna/e have to work out what that would cost compared with the
there is an abundance of cheap housing and that housing costsue to society, to the community in those country towns and
them about half of what it costs them in Adelaide because atb the dignity of those people who live and want to work in
those skilled people have moved out. It is like giving them aregional South Australia.
wage increase, and they have moved to regional South | understand that today the Government announced that
Australia. However, the sad part about it is that, in manywe are to have some advisory board. | will not be surprised
cases, they take no skills with them and there are very feuf that advisory board is made up of people who are already
opportunities for them to gain employment and, unfortunateemployed and who will get another job to supplement their
ly, the cycle continues. existing income. | see these as the dangers, because on many

The other thing that concerns me about Governmendf these development boards that is exactly what we have
policy is the trend, which has almost become a businessione and, if we measure the results against the effort and the
whereby whenever new industries are mentioned—and itost, we have been unsuccessful. That does not mean to say
turned up in the workshops—more incentives are offered tthat we cannot be successful, or that we should give up—I do
businesses to go into different areas, along with tax havensot advocate that. | am prepared to support the process that
and rate reductions. What is developing is a business ihas been started. | am prepared to become involved in a
providing information to those people on how best to accessensible arrangement whereby there is proper planning and
Government assistance. What we are doing is creating iais not made into a sideshow.
market in which we bid for the highest amount of money and  Unfortunately, one of the down sides of this exercise is
concession from one city to another to see which city caithat there has been a splurge of publicity everywhere the
attract a prospective business. workshops have gone. Every television and radio station has

Members who have followed the Parliamentary Librarymade itself available to do the same report in every town. In
publications would have read some of the effects this policghat respect it has been a bit of a sideshow. However, there
is having in America, where a situation arose wherebys an acorn of an idea, and | am certainly prepared to sit down
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with our Leader in this place, the Government, the captainsome light at the end of the tunnel and that both Parties can
of industry and those heads of Government departments whput aside their desire to be the one that will be the saviour,
are in charge of Government services in country areas to loaknd perhaps collectively we can be the saviour for those
at the value of those services and to see how we can enhanzeemployed people, especially those who live and want to
real opportunities for real and productive employment. Inwork in regional South Australia. As most other speakers
other words, it will not be industries on the dole, if you like, have covered almost every other subject, | shall conclude my
in the sense that they will set up in a certain area only if theemarks in deference to the hour.

Government pays their way in respect of water, electricity,

road building and other services and gives them a tax haven The Hon. L.H. DAVIS secured the adjournment of the
and a rate retreat for four or five years. debate.

We have to get back to a situation of reality, and it needs ADJOURNMENT

to be done on productivity and on the natural assets that exist
in each region. | hope that in 12 months my scepticism is At 11.55 p.m. the Council adjourned until Thursday 11

proven absolutely wrong. It is my earnest hope that there iBebruary at 2.15 p.m.



