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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

Tuesday 19 October 1999

The PRESIDENT (Hon. J.C. Irwin) took the Chair at
2.15 p.m. and read prayers.

PAPERS TABLED

The following papers were laid on the table:

By the Treasurer (Hon. R.l. Lucas)—

Reports, 1998-99—

Construction Industry Training Board

Department of Treasury and Finance

ElectraNet SA

ETSA Capital Pty Ltd

ETSA Corporation

ETSA Power

ETSA Utilities Pty Ltd

Flinders Power Pty Ltd

Gaming Supervisory Authority

Office of the Liquor and Gaming Commission
Optima Energy

Parliamentary Superannuation Board

Police Superannuation Board

SA Generation Corporation

South Australian Asset Management Corporation

South Australian Government Captive Insurance
Corporation

South Australian Government Financing Authority

South Australian Superannuation Board

State Supply Board—Report on Licences held under
Gaming Machines Act

Superannuation Funds Management Corporation of SA

(Funds SA)
Synergen
Terra Gas Trader Pty Ltd
Regulations under the following Act—
Electricity Act 1996—Industry Regulator

By the Attorney-General (Hon. K.T. Griffin)—

Reports, 1998-99—
The Advisory Board of Agriculture
Courts Administration Authority
Director of Public Prosecutions
Justice Portfolio (Incorporating the Department of
Justice and the Attorney-General’'s Department)
Legal Services Commission of South Australia
Public Trustee
South Australian Classification Council
State Electoral Office
Regulations under the following Acts—
Agricultural Chemicals Act 1955—Prescribed
Standards
Fisheries Act 1982—
Lobster Pots Age Restriction
Prawn Licence
Fisheries (Gulf St.Vincent Prawn Fishery
Rationalization) Act 1987—~Principal
Land and Business (Sale and Conveyancing) Act
1994—Forms
Liquor Licensing Act 1997—Short-term dry areas—
Port Augusta
Real Property Act 1886—
Fees Land Division
Fees Variation
Office of Film and Literature Classification—Guidelines
for the Classification of Publications
Police Act 1998 and Police (Complaints and Disciplinary
Proceedings) Act 1985—Agreement—Conduct
constituting minor misconduct
Rules of Court—Supreme Court—Supreme Court Act
1985—Federal State Jurisdiction

By the Minister for Transport and Urban Planning (Hon.
Diana Laidlaw)—
Reports, 1998-99—
Animal Welfare Advisory Committee

Land Board
Onkaparinga Catchment Water Management Board

Reserve Planning and Management Advisory
Committee
South Australian National Parks and Wildlife Council
State Heritage Authority
Wildlife Advisory Committee
Regulations under the following Acts—
Harbors and Navigation Act 1993—
Goolwa Area
Guichen Bay
Nurses Act 1999—Principal
South Australian Harness Racing Authority—Rules of
Harness Racing
TransAdelaide—Corporation Charter

ENVIRONMENT, RESOURCES AND
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

The Hon. J.S.L. DAWKINS: | seek leave to table the
36th report of the committee, annual report 1998-99, and the
35th report of the committee on rail links with the eastern
states.

Leave granted.

JET SKIS

The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW (Minister for Transport
and Urban Planning): | seek leave to make a ministerial
statement on the jet ski regulation review.

Leave granted.

The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: |also seek leave to table
a copy of the jet ski regulation review.

Leave granted.

The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: In December 1998, the
Government introduced regulations under the Harbors and
Navigation Act 1993 to restrict the speed of personal
watercraft (commonly referred to as jet skis) to four knots
when operating within 200 metres of the shoreline along the
metropolitan coast between the southern breakwater, Outer
Harbor, and the southern end of Sellicks Beach. In addition,
a four knot speed restriction was placed on jet skis operating
in all creeks, tributaries, lakes, lagoons and other bodies of
water along the River Murray between Wellington and the
South Australian border. At the time, | advised that these
arrangements would be monitored and reviewed, with any
necessary amendments made before the 1999-2000 summer
season.

In June 1999, Transport SA engaged an independent
consultant (Hassell) to review the effectiveness of the
regulations. As part of this review extensive public consulta-
tion was undertaken, including six public meetings, a public
call for written submissions, a survey of 100 registered jet ski
owners, a ‘hot line’ telephone service, and specific meetings
with jet ski owners, metropolitan seaside councils and River
Murray area councils. The consultant’s report was presented
in September 1999. It has now been noted by Cabinet and
today will be released.

| have tabled a copy of this report but | note that, in the
intervening period between receipt of the report and today,
initial discussions have been held with representatives of the
Metropolitan Seaside Councils Committee and CEOs of
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councils along the Murray River with broad agreementecessary, further legislative changes will be implemented
reached on a number of recommendations. However, theefore the 2000-2001 summer season. These matters include:
complexity of the issues raised by the consultant demands Where practicable, all powered watercraft, both jet skis
further discussion on a range of recommendations with both and motor boats, be treated the same under the legislation
seaside and Murray River councils in particular. Against this  except in the backwaters of the Murray River.
background, | advise that the government endorses a key A number of designated ‘powered watercraft only’ zones
finding of the report that the four knot speed restriction onjet  should be established along the metropolitan coast.

ski operators along the metropolitan coast and the backwaters zones which exclude all powered watercraft should be
of the Murray River remain. established at popular swimming beaches.

The government will also actimmediately on the follow- - ‘No Go’ zones should be established in environmentally
ing recommendations in order to enhance the existing sensitive areas, both along the coast and in the backwaters
regulations for the 1999-2000 summer period: of the Murray River.

1. The current speed restriction of four knots within 30-  Photo licences for all boat owners should be introduced.
metres of a swimmer or diver will be increased to 50- Interpretive signs should be installed to explain the
metres and the definition of ‘swimmer’ will be broad-  importance of environmentally significant selected areas.
ened to include other groups such as surfers anth addition, the report noted support for but did not make a
sailboarders. This move will improve safety for all recommendation in relation to the following issues which will
people engaged in aquatic activities. be further investigated before the 2000-2001 summer season:

2. Local councils will be assisted in enforcing the - More conspicuous registration numbers on jet skis be
regulations, initially, through Transport SA covering  provided to aid in their identification.
the administration fee on expiation notices that have Restrictions on jet ski operations at Victor Harbor,
been issued. Later, it is proposed that an amendment Goolwa and other regional areas where there are signifi-
will be made to the Harbors and Navigation Act to cant jet ski activities.
provide for local councils to receive a portion of the | wish to thank all the many groups and individuals who have
expiation fee. contributed to this review. The issue is one which does excite

3. Enforcement will be enhanced through improvedstrong views for and against the use of jet skis. Accordingly,
detection techniques, further training of council | wish to make it very clear today to jet ski operators that
officers and cross-authorisation of government officerscompliance with the restrictions that | have outlined will be
with responsibilities relating to the coast and inlandmonitored very closely. Non-compliance or abuse will require
waterways. consideration of further restrictions, including the possibility

4. An education campaign will be conducted for both jetof a total ban on use in areas where the current and proposed
ski riders and the general community. restrictions apply.

5. Acode of conduct will be prepared and provided to all
registered jet ski operators. In line with this move, the QU ESTION TIME
regulations are to be amended to require that the code

be affixed to a jet ski, as is already the case in ALICE SPRINGS TO DARWIN RAILWAY
Queensland, New South Wales and Western Australia.

6. An information package relating to the regulations, The Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES (Leader of the
safety and use of jet skis will be developed and mad@pposition): | seek leave to make a brief explanation before
available with each new jet ski purchased and whemsking the Minister for Transport a question about the Darwin
transferring ownership. Transport SA will distribute to Alice Springs railway.
this information to retailers and to new owners atthe | eave granted.

time of registration. The Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES: Yesterday the Premier

While not forming part of the recommendations, the reporand the Northern Territory Chief Minister met to discuss
identified considerable support for limiting the hours of additional funding needed for the Darwin to Alice Springs
operation of jet skis. The government considers that such gilway. Under the current arrangements, the South Aus-
move has merit. Accordingly, we will introduce restrictions tralian, Northern Territory and commonwealth governments
on the use of jet skis that are similar to those that alreadjiave committed a total of $300 million, with the remainder
apply under the Environmental Protection Authority legisla-to come from the private company Asia Pacific Railway
tion relating to the use of power tools and lawn-mowersConsortium. However, industry sources have for some time
namely that the use of jet skis will be restricted to a periodadvised that, in order for private investment in the railway to
between 8 a.m. and 8 p.m. Monday to Saturday and 9 a.ne profitable, the government contribution that is required is
and 8 p.m. on Sundays. of the order of $500 million.

The report recommended the establishment of zones which During the 1998 federal election, the federal Labor
exclude all powered watercraft at popular swimming beachespposition pledged up to $300 million of commonwealth
Members should note that a number of ‘swimming only’ funding to the railway, bringing the total public contribution
zones already exist along our metropolitan coast, and thisp to as much as half a billion dollars. Under repeated
summer these zones will be reinforced. The government hagiestioning, the Premier has maintained that existing public
severe reservations about regulations restricting operators fafnding will be sufficient to see completion of the railway.
other powered watercraft in the backwaters of the Murrayfter the announcement of the Howard commitment of just
River and proposes further consultation with river councilsg100 million in 1997 prior to the state election, the Olsen
on this issue. government spent more than $90 000 on a promotional

The consultant’s report made a number of recommendaampaign, including $22 000 for balloons. That promotional
tions which require further consideration and, if deemednaterial carried messages such as, ‘It is on track’ and ‘We
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have made the Adelaide to Darwin railway a reality’. By = The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: The Treasurer was Minister
contrast, on 23 September, the Northern Territory Chiefor Education when Mr Dennis Ralph was appointed chief
Minister stated that the consortium was after more money anelxecutive officer of his department in January 1995 for a term
that, ‘If we don’t get to the figure that we're after, we're of five years. Previously, Mr Mike Schilling had been
walking away from the project.” My questions to the ministerappointed CEO of the premier's department following the
are: 1993 election. Subsequently, Mr Schilling’s appointment was
1. Have any additional South Australian funds yet beerterminated and earlier this year Mr Ralph tendered his
committed to the Darwin to Alice Springs railway as a resultresignation conditional upon his being immediately appointed
of yesterday’s meeting and, if so, how much? to the position of Director of the South Australian Centre for
2. If not, can the minister rule out the possibility that theLLifelong Learning and Development.
South Australian taxpayer will be forced to find additional In his recent report, the Auditor-General expressed
funds for the railway? concern at the termination of the position of these two chief
3. Can the minister assure the parliament that the stategxecutive officers, which he cited as case examples. In
case for more money from the Howard federal governmentelation to Mr Schilling’s termination, the Auditor-General
has not been compromised in any way or weakened by theommented:
Premier's previous assurances that the railway would go This episode is at loggerheads with the avowed aim of the Public

ahead with only $100 million from each of the common- sector Management Act 1995 to achieve accountability in the public
wealth, Northern Territory and South Australian govern-sector.

ments?

The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW (Minister for Transport
and Urban Planning): It is a very confusing scenario that o o )
the honourable member has outlined. At one moment she js g;_msgs atfurcher exampletogcto?fhct \{1v_|th the avow?dba_\ll_rtn of ”t‘ﬁ
quoting the need for $500 million— uplic Sector Mlanagemen Cl 10 achieve accountaniiity In the

. e public sector.
Members interjecting: ) o
The PRESIDENT: Order! The Auditor-General also observed in his report:
The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: At one point she quoted Mr Ralph's contract provided for a fall-back right to an appoint-
the need for $500 million from taxpayers. This governmentnentin the public service.

has always negotiated from a position that it wants then this respect, his situation was different from that of Mr
railway and that, as much as possible, we should reduce t/8chilling. My question to the Treasurer is: did the contract
contribution of taxpayers to the railway. That has always beewith Mr Ralph, negotiated when the Treasurer was Minister
our position and, as the Premier said very clearly yesterdayer Education, provide for a fall-back right to an appointment
that position may have been compromised by the Leader 6fi the public service for Mr Ralph and, if so, why, given that
the Opposition’s comments, which have certainly beenhis provision was not contained in other CEO contracts such
unhelpful, in arguing for an additional $200 million from the as that of Mr Schilling?
federal government. The Hon. R.l. LUCAS (Treasurer): | will need to refer
The Hon. R.I. Lucas interjecting: _ that question to my colleague the Minister for Education. |
The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: ~ He is arguing for qo not have current details of Mr Ralph’s last contract with
$300 million, that is, another $200 million above what hasthe Minister for Education’s department. My understanding
already been pledged. Why would you argue that case sg that an original contract was signed at the time | was the
publicly and so strongly when you are negotiating with theminister but, on my recollection—which | will check—a
private sector to leverage up as much as possible the priV@‘%@lbsequent contract was signed by Mr Ralph with the new
sector contribution towards this long-awaited and mosfinister for Education, of which | have no knowledge.
important piece of infrastructure, the Adelaide to Darwin The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting:

. - Lo A
railway? As the negotiations are continuing between all the The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: | will need to check the contract

parties, | am not in a position to fuel the situation and

undermine the state case to leverage up— that relates to the current arrangements for Mr Ralph. It was
Members interjecting: a contract not signed by me and | had no knowledge of it
The PRESIDENT: Order! becaL_Jse it was a contract negotiated _Wlth, | assume, the
The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: —and maximise the remierand the new Minister for Education and Mr Ralph at

governmenf contribution ' some stage in the past two years. | would need to take advice
Members interjecting'. on that' and seek further |nformat|o'n from the Minister for
The PRESIDENT: Oraerl The minister is on her feet Education to see whether | can prowde_any detailed response
The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: | am not prepared o © the member. | do not know the circumstances of Mr

compromise the state government position, which is to see?:hi”ing'S past but | do know that Mr Ralph was originally
prom! e g posittion, which 1S ¢ career public servant here in South Australia. He was
to maximise the private sector contribution in this reulway.th

: . : en—
Therefore, at this stage, | will not be answering the honour- The Hon. P. Holl interiecting:
able member’s questions about any additional taxpayer funds '€ 10N. F. Holloway interjecting:

In relation to Mr Ralph’s replacement as chief executive
officer, the Auditor-General commented:

arrangements were. He then moved to New South Wales, |
RALPH, Mr D. think at the time of the previous Labor government, and part

of his contractual arrangements were that he could return, |
The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: | seek leave to make a brief think, to the public sector in South Australia. | am going on
explanation before asking the Treasurer a question concermemory on that; again, | would need to have that checked. If
ing Mr Dennis Ralph. my recollection on that is incorrect, | will be happy to place
Leave granted. the correct information on the public record.



94 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL Tuesday 19 October 1999

It may be that when he moved from South Australia to RIVER MURRAY FERRIES
New South Wales he had some arrangement that, should he
return to South Australia, certain contractual conditions The Hon. J.S.L. DAWKINS: | seek leave to make a brief
needed to be met. | will take advice on that. As | said, | haveexplanation prior to asking the Minister for Transport and
not seen Mr Ralph'’s original contract for four or five years.Urban Planning a question about River Murray ferries.
| have not seen his most recent contract at all: | was not Leave granted.
involved in it. Therefore, | would need to take advice on his  The Hon. J.S.L. DAWKINS: Following the completion
position when he originally left the South Australian public of the Berri bridge in 1997 the two large ferries at that
sector; whether or not he had any arrangement if he returnestossing were removed for maintenance and upgrading, |
to the South Australian public sector in relation to superanthink at the Berri depot of Transport SA.
nuation, for example, and other provisions; and seek further The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Morgan.
information on the specific questions the member has raised The Hon. J.S.L. DAWKINS: Can the Minister indicate

about his most recent contract. any progress in the upgrading and subsequent deployment of
these ferries at other river crossings?
MURRAY BRIDGE MEATWORKS The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW (Minister for Transport

and Urban Planning): | can comment on the Hindmarsh
The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: | seek leave to give a brief Island ferry as well. | can advise the honourable member that
explanation before asking the Attorney-General a questioon 27 September one of the large ferries from Berri was
about urine sampling. installed at Wellington, where there had been for some years
Leave granted. an increasing build up of queues waiting to use that ferry.

The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: It has been reported to me That is because from the South-East to the city and the
that videotaping of urine sampling for job applicants hag /€Urieu Peninsula there has been increasing success of
taken place in a meatworks at Murray Bridge. It has beef?USINéss and horticulture, economic activity and tourism. We

reported to me that hair sampling was used as a testi d also been getting a lot of'calls on how to reduce those
lays. So after a major upfit that bigger ferry has been

method for various substance abuses, and perhaps for ot stalled. The bigger ferry is actually 30 metres, replacing an

medical reasons, and no explanation was given to th e f Itis 901 . it a1
applicants. It has also been reported to me that the hoops thgt MEWe ferry. 1t1s onnes In capacity, compared 1o a
tonne limit with the earlier ferry. It also accommodates B-

these individuals have to go through to get a position o

employment with the new management of the meatworks é{touklale traIﬂc,t\_/vhlch ISa re%l tbotr;]us flgr the(;area. It '? ant_all
Murray Bridge are most unreasonable, but | do not expect ?ﬁ cons rurt;_lotrll,tcr?mg?re Ot' elo 'tr:/\,tcr)]o gn conz “E)C on,
governments to do anything about that. rather romantic but hardly practical with the demands being

) , - asked of it, and it is easier to operate because of electronic
. The Hon. AJ. quford. That WoyIQnt be an OpINION  screens. Soitis the most modern type of facility in operation
either, Terry, would it? Nearly an opinion, butnot quite. o, 4t Wellington. As to the other Berri ferry, called the
The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: It has been reported to me Heron work is under way on that now to modernise it. That
that the methods used to interview and employ people at thgork will be completed in January and it is anticipated that
new establishment are unreasonable. As | said, it is not gat ferry will operate at Waikerie.
matter for government to work that out. In terms of the Goolwa ferries, at 2 o’clock today the
The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting: tenders closed for the operation of that ferry. The current
The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: No, it's other people’s Operator did not choo.sg to extend t.he contract and tenders
opinions. | might share them, but | would not express thenyvere called. It is anticipated at this stage that when the
in this Council because that is against standing orders. Thaindmarsh Island bridge is completed the Goolwa ferry will
problem that the meatworks faces is that it is having troublebe refitted and relocated, and it will be located up river. There
as | understand it, meeting the labour requirements for thare a number of candidates: Mannum, Tailem Bend, Morgan,
start-up of the new meatworks, and | understand that there fsadell and Lyrup. I am unable to advise at this stage where
a shortage of skilled labour in that start-up. The questions if Will finally operate, but certainly at any one of those five
have for the Attorney-General, and he may want to share th@ites they can anticipate a bigger ferry following the comple-
information with the minister for industrial relations, are astion of the Hindmarsh Island bridge.

follows:
1. What is the Government’s position on hair and urine AMBULANCE SERVICE

sampling for job applicants by employers? The Hon. IAN GILFILLAN: | seek leave to make an
2. What is the Government's position on videotaping ofexplanation before asking the Attorney-General, representing
urine sampling, | suspect, to check authenticity? the Minister for Emergency Services, a question about the SA
The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN (Attorney-General): Itisvery ~ Ambulance Service.
difficult to give an off-the-cuff answer on fairly scant Leave granted.
information. It raises some interesting questions. If the The Hon. IAN GILFILLAN: In 1998 the state govern-
honourable member has more information and can give mment approved a massive rise in charges for use of the
an identity of the location it may be possible to gatherambulance service. Pensioner membership of ambulance
together more information upon which a much more defini-cover rose more than 33 per cent, to $52 per couple or $26
tive response can be given. It does, | suppose, to some extepgr single, and non pensioner membership went up 8.1 per
depend upon consent, circumstances and a whole range adgnt to $72 for families or $36 per single. The rises hit hard
issues which one would have to know before giving aat the people in the community least able to afford them.
definitive response. If the honourable member can give melowever, the government attempted to justify the rises by
more information | will be prepared to consider it. pointing out that the non viability of the ambulance cover
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subscription scheme was a drain on the service’s financiddy the Ambulance Service from the emergency services levy.

resources. Therefore, it is interesting to note what effect theg@bviously, any deficit that is occurring within the Ambulance

fee increases have had on the financial performance of ti&ervice has to be met from consolidated revenue or from fees.

scheme. The way in which the government has dealt with it in the
After it has pushed up costs for pensioners by more thaaurrent budget is to give it a quite substantial increase.

33 per cent and the cost for families by over 8 per cent, the The Hon. IAN GILFILLAN:  As a supplementary

Auditor-General notes in his annual report that the performejuestion, is the Attorney able to give the authority upon

ance of the ambulance cover subscription scheme haghich the estimated emergency services levy of $750 000

improved after losing—and | emphasise this—$3.9 millionwas based? Is it a crown law opinion? Who made the

in 1997-98: it turned around—possibly one would regard itdetermination?

as dramatically—and in 1998-99 it lost only $3.4 million,so  The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: There has been Crown

the improvement is marginal in the amount of actual loss. IrSolicitor’s advice on a number of these sorts of issues, and

other words, the massive impost to pensioners and familiehat was given in relation to the Ambulance Service and on

has reduced the scheme’s losses only marginally. the scope that was allowed by the emergency services
It appears from the Auditor-General’s Report that thefunding act. There was Crown Solicitor's advice. He has

Ambulance Service is haemorrhaging financially. Before théndicated that that was all that could be recovered from the

end of the previous financial year it had to receive aund.

$2 million advance on its 1999-2000 funding allocation. The

extent of government subsidy to the SA Ambulance Service GOVERNMENT LAND

has increased 144 per cent since 1994-95—an annual average )

of 36 per cent—up to $22.9 million in the financial yearjust  1he Hon. J.F. STEFANL: | seek leave to make a brief

ended. It is not surprising that in these circumstances th@xplanation before asking the Attorney-General, representing

Government is looking for additional sources of funding forthe Minister for Police, Correctional Services and Emergency

the Ambulance Service. The minister stated in a medi§ervic¢s, a question about the responsibility of government
release dated 25 May this year: in relation to government owned vacant land.

: . ) Leave granted.
The emergency services le Il not fund ambulance functions . .
of the South %‘ustélianvkmbm\%zvé Sen,ilée. ! uncti The Hon. J.F. STEFANI: Through the introduction of

However, a select committee of the House of Assembly h the emergency services levy, the South Australian govern-

. . o ent will apply a charge to privately owned vacant land. |
found that, in fac.t, over $774 000 is to be paid th's yeartoth ave been contacted by a number of constituents who believe
ambulance services from the emergency services levy fun

| ask the Attorney, representing the minister: at the government has an obligation to ensure that vacant

. land owned by the government and abutting private propert
1. Does the government intend to allow the Ambulanc yed gp propery

. o g i 8s cleared of vegetation prior to the commencement of the
Service to keep on steadily increasing its reliance on taxpaygJ,shire season.

subsidy at the same rate of growth, that is, a growth rate o The bushfire season is only a few weeks away, and

36 per c_ent ayear? . overgrowth of vegetation on vacant land has, in the past, been
2. Will the government allocate funding from the e initial cause of major fires which have spread to adjacent

emergency services levy in future to cover the ambulancsriv‘mmy owned property. My questions are:

funding shortfall? 1. Will the minister detail the precautions taken by the
3. Toenable that to happen, does the government havegyernment to clear vegetation on its own vacant land prior

Crown Law opinion on whether ambulance services may b, the commencement of the bushfire season?

funded under the Emergency Services Funding Act, or are 5 - wij| the minister detail the audit procedures instituted

pensioners and families who subscribe to ambulance covey, the government to inspect all vacant land that is owned by
aboutto be hitwith another increase in the vicinity of 33 pefipe government to ensure that it is clear of all fire hazards?

cent or more? _ The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN (Attorney-General): The
4. Finally, will the government consider a move to a full honourable member refers to some examples in general
user-pays scheme for ambulance services? terms. If he can provide those examples, that would be

The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN (Attorney-General): | will  helpful to identify the particular issue. | will refer the
refer the question to my colleague and bring back an answefionourable member’s questions to the appropriate minister
It is not clear exactly what course of action the honourableynd endeavour to bring back a reply. However, | might say
member might be prepared to support in relation to ambuhat there are different agencies of government which own
lance services. It seems that, by reference to only $3 millionand, and it may not be possible to bring back a package of
he is maybe somewhat supportive of that. It may be that hy\formation dealing with the land that belongs to every

is not supportive of that, if he talks about increases in theygency across South Australia. | will take the honourable
amount which can be charged to those who participate in th@ember's questions on notice.

ambulance cover scheme. Itis a bit hard to discern where he
is coming from. STUDENTS, FOREIGN

He makes a reference to the levy. My recollection is that,
on the legal advice we received, only about $700 000 of the The Hon. T. CROTHERS: | seek leave to make a
work which the Ambulance Service does could be broughprecied statement before asking the Treasurer, representing
within the ambit of the emergency services levy under théhe Minister for Education, Children’s Services and Training,
statute, and there was no more than that which could ba question about foreign students.
categorised as emergency services for the purposes of the Leave granted.
levy. | can be fairly comfortable in saying that | do notknow  The Hon. T. CROTHERS: | refer to an article published
of any intention to recover any more of the deficit incurredin the Advertiserof Wednesday 1 September 1999. The
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article states that Australia is third behind the United State3ransport SA, has enabled 13 stock grids to be installed over
and the United Kingdom as a study destination for foreigrthe past year to replace those gates is terrific news.
students and that in 1998 there were 147 130 foreign students The roads on which the 30 grids have been installed over
studying in Australia. It is estimated that spending by thes¢he past financial year and which involve an investment of
students has earned the country over $3 billion, comprisin§100 000 are the following: Woolgangi to Poison Gate;
$1.5 hillion in fees paid directly to Australian universities andCanegrass to Morgan; Morganvale to Canegrass; and
$1.5 billion for accommodation, food and transport. Canegrass to Parcoola. The time saved is invaluable to

According to the article, Adelaide’s share of internationalpastoralists, stock agents and transport operators. | would like
students is 4 per cent. Current revenue from that source t& commend Transport SA officers who work in this Far
$110 million compared with Western Australia, $393 million; North region for the cooperative way in which they have
Queensland, $476 million; Victoria, $765 million; and New worked with the Eastern Districts Pastoral Association. | also
South Wales, $1.44 billion. | note a report in thdvertiser acknowledge members of the association, because the 30
of 13 October which stated that the Premier was in Asiayrids that have been installed over the past year at such a
opening Adelaide education offices in Hong Kong, Singaporeeasonable investment of taxpayers’ funds—$100 000—were
and South Korea in an attempt to attract Asian students tinstalled by the pastoralists themselves, and that is to be
South Australia. My questions are: highly commended.

1. What other initiatives are currently being employed by In this financial year, 12 further grids will be installed.
the state government to encourage and attract a moikhe taxpayers’ investment is $45 000 but, again, these grids
significant proportion of overseas students who choose twill be installed by pastoralists therefore saving taxpayers a
study in South Australia than is currently the case? lot of money and pastoralists a lot of time. The 12 grids will

2. | refer to the recent reports in the media aboute installed on the following roads: Sturtvale to Pine Valley;
Dr Kemp’s proposal to increase university charges. | note thatunta to Sturtvale; and Lilydale to Hogback.
those reports have been denied but, if that assertion is correct,
what impact is that likely to have on attracting overseas ALICE SPRINGS TO DARWIN RAILWAY
students bearing in mind that the competition to attract these
students is very fierce not only between Australian States byt The Hon. G. WEATHERILL: | seek leave to make a
other countries as well? brief explanation before asking the Treasurer a question about

The Hon. R.I. LUCAS (Treasurer): | will refer the  the Alice Springs to Darwin rail link.

honourable member’s questions to the minister and bring L€ave granted. _
back a reply. The Hon. G. WEATHERILL: Will the Treasurer rule

out the possibility of additional funding from the South
STOCK GRIDS Australian Treasury being made available to guarantee the
completion of the rail link?

The Hon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER: | seek leave to An honourable member: The question has been asked
make a brief explanation before asking the Minister foralready.

Transport a question about road grids in the north-east The Hon. G. WEATHERILL: |have some additions to
pastoral areas. the question; | was not present for the original question. What

Leave granted. services does the Treasurer propose to relieve the burden of

The Hon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER: | am sure that, at funding, such as transport or other infrastructure; the
some time, most members have suffered the frustration dinvironment Protection Agency; or the tens of millions of
having to open a series of stock gates when travelling in thdollars worth of emergency services levy which the govern-
back areas of South Australia. Over many years those sto¢kent thinks, for the moment, may not be asked of South
gates have been located on public roads as well as on privaéaistralian landowners?
properties. | understand that Transport SA has embarked on The Hon. R.l. LUCAS (Treasurer): | am disappointed
a project to replace a number of the gates on public road®at Labor members have set up the Hon. Mr Weatherill in
with stock grids. | have even heard, anecdotally, that, to thithis way. They should have advised him that that question
stage, that replacement has saved one family 60 minutes irad been asked earlier in question time by his leader.

a round trip to take their children to school each day. My The Hon. G. Weatherill: | was doing the whip’s things.
guestion to the minister is: is that to be an ongoing project The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: That is right. The Hon.
and, if so, how many more grids are proposed and when wilMr Weatherill was doing his job, whipping on behalf of his
they be installed? party, but his colleagues were not even prepared to talk to

The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW (Minister for Transport him and left him exposed without any semblance of trying to
and Urban Planning): The honourable member has takenwork as a team. It is an indication of the lack of teamwork
a keen interest in this issue for some years being involvedmongst the six members of the Labor Party on the other side
with the Isolated Parents Association and other activities irof the chamber.
the Far North. Members interjecting:

The Hon. T.G. Roberts: The slow gate association. The PRESIDENT: Order!

The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: It was the slow gate The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: | will defend the Hon.
association: it was also known as the Eastern District®Ir Weatherill because it is disappointing that he has been set
Pastoral Association. | understand that the President also hap in this way. | refer the honourable member to the answer
family members associated with that organisation. It is hargjiven earlier by my colleague the Minister for Transport. If
to envisage, when we live in the city, what it is like to be getting the Alice Springs to Darwin railway means that some
confronted by 13 gates, no matter the heat, the weather, tlzgditional money has to come from government, it is
dust and the flies, simply to get to school, as the honourabliateresting to note that the Labor Party in South Australia has
member has highlighted. The fact that this allocation, througladopted the position that, if John Howard will not fund it, it
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would prefer to see the project fail. That is the position of the PARTNERSHIPS 21

Labor Party. If John Howard will not pay, the Labor Party

would prefer to see the project fail, and Labor members are The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: | seek leave to make a brief
urging the government not to agree to one extra dollar fronexplanation before asking the Treasurer, representing the
South Australian taxpayers to go into the scheme. Thdlinister for Education, a question about students with special
Minister for Transport indicated that Mike Rann has beemeeds and Partnerships 21.

talking about the need for extra funding of $200 million, and | eave granted.

| thought my colleague was being very generous to Mr Rann  The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: My question relates to

because | recall him saying $300 million extra. concerns raised by the parents of students with special needs
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: $200 million in addition to the  over proposed changes to school governance under Partner-
$100 million already promised. ships 21. While the Partnerships 21 documentation makes it

The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: It does not matter whether it is clear that curriculum delivery will remain the responsibility
$200 million or $300 million, the point is that the Leader of of the school principal, it also makes clear that the responsi-
the Opposition has been calling for additional moneys to b#ility for funding services will be shifted to governing
provided by governments at a time when, as the Minister fogouncils. | have been informed that Partnerships 21 draft
Transport indicated, we are trying to conduct sensitiveservices agreements place responsibility on school councils
negotiations with private sector operators. The supposedip implement appropriate intervention strategies for students
alternative leader has been saying that an extra $200 milliowith special needs. This has raised some concern as many
or $300 million has to be provided by the governmentparents fear that hard-won services will be lost in the
whether federal or state. transition. They also fear that these services may be hard to

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: By taxpayers. reclaim once they have to negotiate with individual schools

The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: Yes, by taxpayers. That was the rathe.r than ona F’roadef system basis. i
deliberate strategy of Mike Rann and the Labor Party in _Withinanindividual school, there may be only one family
South Australia. It is interesting to see replicated here ifVith @ studentwith a particular special need, while across the

question time today that the Labor Party has made quite cleSYStem there is a far greater potential to lobby for and provide
that, if the project requires an additional dollar and if Johrservices. Further, due to significant time and energy demands
Howard and the federal government will not provide it, thatade on parents of students with special needs, itis unlikely
is the end of the project. That s the policy on this project thag‘at they will be able to volunteer for the extended responsi-

the Labor Party has put on the record in this place thi ilities of school council and guarantee that the services
afternoon. necessary are provided. The sorts of needs to which | refer

vary greatly.
The Hon. T. CROTHERS: | have a supplementary In the case of severe disabilities, the demands are often of

question for the Treasurer. Assuming that the state goveri Physical rather than an academic nature. It is of great
ment is prepared to put up with the necessary shortfall igoncern that schools may not appreciate that currently more
funding, will it have to borrow the funding at prevalent time of SSOs is often used in toileting and not teaching and

Treasury to fund it from state revenue? more moderate disabilities, there is the problem of recogni-
The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: | noted the honourable members 110N &s many are not recogmsgd within current policy or th‘?
interjection earlier referring to his amendment to a recentcategories of d|sadv§1r_1tages in Partnerships 21. This W'”
significant piece of legislation in this chamber in which he'kn"’.‘ke It even more difficult for parents to ensure that their
raised the issue— child receives the support they _need.
Members interjecting: Qf major concern are the grievance _procedures that_are
available to parents if governing councils make a decision
The PRESIDENT: Order! _ _ that is not in the interests of their child. There is no clear
The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: |, along with all members, will process detail, no time frame for resolution and no statement
listen to his contribution with interest. At this stage, to be fairof who is ultimately responsible. Neither is there any
to the Hon. Mr Crothers, | do not think it is productive for me jndication of availability of independent advice to parents on
to make any further comment than the Minister for Transportheir rights under the Disability Discrimination Act. With
has made in relation to the government's negotiating positiorthese things in mind, | ask the following questions:
The Hon. T. Crothers interjecting: 1. What does the minister plan to do to protect the rights
The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: The Hon. Mr Crothers of course of students with special needs in schools that choose to sign
can make comments, because nothing will stop him fronon to Partnerships 217
standing up in this chamber and fearlessly speaking on behalf 2. What equity assurances and grievance procedures were
of the workers of South Australia, the many workers whoput in place for parents who are not satisfied with decisions
might get jobs if this project could go ahead, workers whomade by school councils?
might get jobs and whose prospects of jobs are being The Hon. R.I. LUCAS (Treasurer): | will refer the
jeopardised by some of the politics being played by som@onourable member’s question to the minister and bring back
members of parliament. areply.
The Premier is conducting the negotiations. | do not intend
to say anything publicly in relation to the Government’s GAMBLING INQUIRY
negotiating position. He is handling them most ably on behalf
of the government, and | have nothing further to add publicly The Hon. NICK XENOPHON: My question to the
at this stage than the comments my colleague the Minister foFreasurer is as follows: further to my questions of 10 March
Transport has already placed on the record. and 3 June this year, when will the Government respond to
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the findings of the parliament’s Social Development Commit-of life long learning in the sheep industries to assist it to improve its

tee inquiry into gambling handed down in August 1998?  productivity and profitability.

. ; This will be achieved by the brokering of education and training
. The Hon. R.I. L.UCAS (Treasurer). Cabinet has portunities, promotion of best practice and continuous improve-
discussed these issues this week and | have advised tRnt programs, promotion of the adoption of research outcomes and

presiding member that the Government would hope to behrough training, education and industry development opportunities
formally corresponding with the presiding member and hegrising from the maintenance of an extensive whole-of-industry

mmittee in the very near future. network. ) . .
co ttee in the very near future The Project Manager will work closely with the wide range of

organisations involved in the sheep industries to ensure that

ANTIBIOTICS education and training opportunities in the industry are well

coordinated between organisations. There will be close links with the

The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS:| seek leave to make a brief FarmBis training program to maximise the opportunity for sheep
explanation before ask|ng the Attorney_General, representigoducers to receive funding for education and training across South

o . . ustralia.
the Minister for Primary Industries and Natural Resources, The Department of Primary Industries and Resources (PIRSA)

a question on the use of antibiotics. will continue to support training and education programs through
Leave granted. initiatives such as the proposed “Cost of Production” program. This
The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS: | also address the question Program will be delivered in partnership with The Woolmark

g . . ompany and South Australian Farmers’ Federation.
to the Minister for Human Services because it touches o The Wool Industry Development Board is also supporting

both portfolios. Recently | was made aware of the allegeqaining through its Wool Marketing 2000 project. Wool producer
overuse of antibiotics in Australia with respect to thegroups are being given the opportunity to develop their skills in wool
feedlotting industry in particular. | quote some of the workmarketing and price assessment, risk management and cost of

done by Mr Peter Collignon from the Infectious Disease%rOdUCtion' Information transfer meetings between Wool Marketing
000 wool producer members and early stage processors will be held

Unitin Canberra, who recently pointed out the dangers of the,is vear to increase the level of understanding of both business
overuse of antibiotics and the consequences that they agperations. Also, open communication between processors and
having on the effectiveness of antibiotics currently used in thgrowers will be developed to enable the opportunity for increased

health system in Australia to the detriment of human healthgfficiencies on farm as a result of feedback from early stage

He pointed out that the drug vancomycin, which is use(g{gﬁgzsgé\s/élﬁsr.ther training opportunities will be explored as the

to treat golden staph in humans, comes from the same group 2. The Government believes that the wool industry should
of antibiotics as avoparcin, which is used to promote growthnvestigate not only the occupational health and safety related issues,
in chickens and pigs. Without reading everything that he hagut the effects and costs that the removal or lifting of the maximum
to say, | note that he points out that in Europe it has had alel\_/velght will have on all bale handling businesses along the wool
P ipeline.
devastating effect and has caused a great deal of concern for gor example, a wool press is designed for the current size wool
authorities in those countries. He points out that, in thissacks and maximum bale weight. The core and grab sampling
country, we have used and are using the drug avoparcin imachines predominantly used in wool brokers stores are also
exactly the same way as it was used in Europe. He conclud%]?Sig”?dgor tdhlg C“”edm specifications as W‘]E”has moslt. machinery in
. : o ] ... the early handling and processing stages of the pipeline.
tha_t the I'n.k between avoparcin in animals and antlblotlc_: Containers used to transport dumped bales will also be affected
resistance in humans is as strong as that between smokifighe maximum weight is raised or abolished resulting in an
and lung cancer'. inefficient usage of space and increased costs to the industry. All
| also draw from a contribution by a microbiologist, currenttransportation methods used whether they are for dumped or

Professor Lyn Gilbert, who says that the growing resistancgoamal size farm bales would be affected due to a change in weight
' size

to antibiotics means that there is an urgent need for hospitalS Thjs issue cannot be answered without prior involvement and
and health systems to have some uniform approach to protegsearch by all stakeholders with particular emphasis given to a cost
the effectiveness of the current set of antibiotics in Australiabenefit/negative analysis carried out before any recommendations

My questions to the Minister for Human Services and there given. Any occupational health and safety issues resulting from
changes in bale weight would need to be factored into these analyses

Minister for Primary Industries are: aimed at improving the efficiency of wool handling.
1. What steps have been taken to regulate, control or
monitor the use of antibiotics such as avoparcin in the food UNIT PRICING

industry, in particular in the feedlot industry? In reply toHon. IAN GILFILLAN (4 August)
2. Doesthe minjster for health have any Stra.te.gy. in place The Egn. K.T. GRIFFIN (Attorney-GengraI):. | have been
to protect the effectiveness and the safety of antibiotics in 0UWgyised by the Acting Commissioner for Consumer Affairs that the

current health care system? matter of unit pricing of commodities predates current uniform trade
The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN (Attorney-General): | will mea_suremt_e?]t Ir(]egislation_. In Ia}tSV199O meister? from ea(c:jh SFtate ar|1d

; ; rritory, with the exception of Western Australia, signed a Formal

refer those qut—::stlons to my colleague in another place ary reement to implement Uniform Trade Measurement Legislation

bring back replies. (UTML) in Australia.
On 1 October 1993 South Australia enacted Tnede Meas-
WOOL INDUSTRY urement Ac.993 which includes provision for the regulation of the

marking of pre-packaged articles. This is not to say that each State
In reply toHon. A.J. REDFORD (30 June). and territory has always acted independently in the area of trade

The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN (Attorney-General): The Deputy  measurement (or weights and measures as it was once known). It has
Premier, Minister for Primary Industries, Natural Resources and Reeng been recognised that national uniformity in trade measurement
gional Development has provided the following information: is essential to the economy and for this reason the Formal

1. The Government is supporting the development of the Shee@onference on Weights and Measures (FCWM) and the Standing
Industry Development Centre at the Roseworthy Campus of th€ommittee on Packaging (SCP) were established in the late 1950s
University of Adelaide. Through a grant of $570 000 over 3 yearswith the aim of achieving national uniformity in trade measurement.
the Centre will be developed as a hub for training and education in The UTML provides, amongst other things, for the marking of
the wool and sheep industry throughout the State. unit prices. These requirements arose from the development of model

The position of Project Manager at the Centre is about to beiniform Weights and Measures (Pre-Packaged Articles) Legislation
called and this person will be responsible for developing a culturén 1968.
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The South Australian requirements for unit pricing are specified A time line for making Court forms available on the Internet has
in section 27 ofthe Trade Measurement (Pre-Packed Articles)yet to be determined.
Regulations1993 and mirror the uniform model. The unit pricing
laws relate to certain prescribed food items that are usually sold in PUBLIC OFEICERS
random weights and are often broken, cut or separated from bulk.
These include such items as fruit and vegetables, cheese and cheeseén reply toHon. A.J. REDFORD (3 August).
products, dressed poultry, meat, fish and smallgoods. Furthermore, The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN (Attorney-General): | provide the
the laws exempt items that are packed in specified weights, in rigi¢bllowing response: the provisions of the Criminal Law Consolida-
containers or if the total price or price per kilogram is adequatelytion Act were specifically designed to deal with the worst cases of
displayed as provided by the regulations. offending. As members of a State instrumentality, the members of
Arguments for and against the extension of unit pricing havethe board of the South Australian Housing Trust would be subject
continued for many years. Even as far back as 1977, a report by thie those provisions.
Trade Practices Commission to the Federal Minister for Business and The provisions of the South Australian Housing Trust Act which
Consumer Affairs indicated that generally consumer groups favouretelate to board members are equivalent to provisions found in many
an extension of unit pricing. Manufacturers and packers offered littlether Acts which establish boards or other public authorities. These
comment since they saw the issue as one largely for retailers wharovisions are designed to deal with lesser instances of offending
would have to bear the cost of implementing any extension ofvhich, while serious, do not warrant the most serious action under
existing laws. Retailers questioned whether the benefits likely to bthe Criminal law Consolidation Act. Offences under the South
achieved through extension of existing unit pricing laws in AustraliaAustralian Housing Trust Act are dealt with summarily, whereas the
would justify the increased costs and prices which would inevitablyoffences relating to public office under the Criminal Law Consolida-
flow from such an extension. tion Act are indictable offences. o ) _
Consumer groups such as the Australian Consumers Association Further, it is considered desirable that provisions imposing
have argued that extended unit pricing will simplify the price/Standards of honesty, due diligence and propriety are clearly set out
quantity equation and allow consumers to make more informedn the Act establishing the board or authority. This should ensure that
decisions on their purchasing. However, it has not been convincinglpoard members are clear about their obligations. | am sure that most
demonstrated that consumers generally demand extended unit priciR§ard members understand their obligations, and carry out their
and would be prepared to accept the associated costs that migHities in a manner befitting the trust which has been reposed in them.
result. | am advised that the Commissioner for Consumer Affairs hablevertheless, experience has proved that at times, members of
not received any consumer complaints or submissions in relation tgoards may lose sight of their responsibilities. The existence of these
the current unit pricing arrangements. provisions in the Act establishing the board or authority should serve
The process for making amendments to the UTML requires tha®S @ reminder. .
there be appropriate consultation with all interested parties including _FOr this reason, I do not propose to recommend any alterations
consumer, industry and business representatives. The consultatigythe South Australian Housing Trust Act, or any other legislation
is undertaken by the Trade Measurement Advisory Committee which/Nich contains similar provisions. ,
is the body established by The Ministerial Council for Consumer Given my answer to the first of the honourable member's
Affairs to examine and advise on all trade measurement matters. AJUEStions, itis unnecessary for me to address the issue of inconsis-
states and territories are represented on the committee. Unanimo : . . .
agreement of all jurisdictio%s who are signatories to the Forma] _ N refation to the issue raised by the Hon. T.G. Roberts, | do not
Agreement to implement UTML is then required before the elieve that there is or should be any difference between the offering
legislation can be amended. Extension of unit pricing is a mattePf @ Pribe and its receipt.
which would require legislative amendment and would therefore be
subject to the above process. SEXUAL HARASSMENT
Currently there is little evidence or empirical data to suggest that
amendments to the UTML to extend unit pricing are either necessary !N réply toHon. CAROLYN PICKLES (3 August).
or in fact called for by South Australian consumers. Prior to the 1€ Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN (Attorney-General):
airing of Channel Nine’Moneyprogram on Wednesday 14 July 1. Hasthe Government honoured its commitment to develop an
1999, an invitation was extended to the producers of that prografducational program and introduce practices and procedures to

to refer all viewer inquiries to the TMAC Secretariat in Canberra. |€nable the effective implementation of the Act? .
am advised that to date, none have been received. Before the 1997 State election, discussions were held with the

Clerks of both Houses of Parliament about the legislation and the
process to be adopted at Parliament House. As a result, my office,
in conjudnction Wi}h the Cofmmissiol?er fofr Ec1ua| Opportunity,
prepared some information for Members of Parliament.
In reply toHon. CARMEL ZOLLO by letter (4 August). A document summarising the procedure in the Act for dealing
The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN (Attorney-General): | refer toyour  yjith complaints against Members of Parliament was prepared and
Question Without Notice dated 4 August 1999, concerning Intemepyoyided for inclusion in the Members of Parliament Handbook. |
Divorce and provide the following information about access to Courynderstand that a briefing was also given to new Members of the
forms viathe Internet. _ _ _ ~ Parliament during the orientation seminar in the House of Assembly.
There have been preliminary discussions with the Business Consultation also occurred with the Chief Justice. | wrote to the
Centre in the Department of Administrative and Information Serviceshief Justice about the proposed proclamation of the Act. | indicated
about making the Court forms used by the public and the legajhat, if he required any assistance with the preparation of material
profession available on the Internet. The Business Centre haszmd training of judicial officers, | would raise the matter with the
product called Forms Wizard which scans and converts forms intgommissioner for Equal Opportunity.
the electronic format required for Internet access. _ Information about sexual harassment and a paper summarising
It is planned to make all court-user forms available via thethe procedure under the Act for dealing with complaints against
Internet. The most frequently used forms will be put up first (g judicial officers was forwarded to the Chief Justice. Itis understood
minor civil and general civil claims forms). that the document was distributed to all judicial officers through the
Having Court forms available on the Internet will improve accessrelevant heads of jurisdiction.
by the public and the legal profession to South Australia’s Court | also wrote to the Local Government Association requesting that
system by removing the need for attendance at a registry to obtainassist councils to become familiar with the amendments so that
forms. Electronic lodgement of forms is also being investigated. councils could take the steps they consider appropriate to advise
It is envisaged that Court forms will be accessible through thecouncil members and staff of the extended coverage. | also forward-
Courts Administration Authority website and the Business Centreed an open letter to local councils advising of the amendments. The
website. Evidently the latter site intends to provide access to all thietter suggested that local councils should already have sexual
public forms used by State Government agencies. harassment policies in place to protect their staff against sexual
Before Court forms can be put onto the Internet there will haveharassment by, for example, other staff members. However,
to be discussions with judicial heads and/or administrative heads tgodifications may have been required to reflect that members of
decide which forms should be put up and that Internet versions dgouncils were subject to the Act. | suggested that the matter could
forms comply with the relevant regulations. be brought to the attention of the council at its next meeting and that

INTERNET DIVORCE
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the Office of the Commissioner for Equal Opportunity could provideMFS were to be funded by the levy. It does not. A suggestion that

assistance and training to councils, where necessary. it does is mischievous.
2. Given the second anniversary of this historic legislation, has  One of the major messages behind the new levy is to inform
the Government set in place the mechanism for its review? people that the services funded by the levy go way beyond the

The operation of the provisions has not yet been reviewed. Nogervices funded through the previous fire services levy which was
has a process been put in place yet. My understanding is thatd percentage of insurance premiums.
undertook to cause an examination of the operation of the section on The purpose of these print ads is to bring home to people the
the second anniversary of the commencement of the section and tidifferent ways they may need the help of emergency services. To this
the report would be made available within six months of that dateend, five different ads were compiled on the different services
While it is two years since the Act was passed, the Act did nofrovided.
commence operation until April 20 1998. Therefore, the Act will not
have been operating for two years until 20 April 2000. It is at time POLICE, YORKE PENINSULA
that the review would be undertaken.
3. Did representatives of the Equal Opportunity Commissionat  In reply toHon. T.G. CAMERON (8 July). o
any stage offer to provide training for members of Parliament, judges The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN (Attorney-General): The Minister
and local government representatives and, mindful of the need t@r Police, Correctional Services and Emergency Services has been
maintain privacy, can the Attorney advise the total number of allegaadvised by Police of the following response—
tions that have been made since the proclamation of the Bill? 1. Port Victoria Police Station does not have a telephone
| am advised that following the passage of the Act, the Com-answering machine. When stations on the Yorke Peninsula are
missioner for Equal Opportunity had discussions with representativeghattended, calls are diverted to the mobile phone in the police
of the Speaker and the President. Training was offered by thiehicle. Because of the poor reception of signals in some areas, itis
Commissioner. possible that some calls will be diverted to the message bank on the
The Commissioner also met with the Chief Justice and discussé&ﬁ’b”e phone. When stations are left unattended for longer periods,
procedures to be adopted in investigations. The Office of thé?hones are diverted to the nearest country station where an officer
Commissioner for Equal Opportunity also worked with Courts!S available. ) )
Administration staff to produce information on this issue. 2. The use of answering machines would be adequate for non-
The Commission, in association with the Local GovernmenteMergency calls. Information left on the machines would provide
Training Authority offered training for elected members of Local "UMbers where contact can be made with an officer. In an emergency
Councils throughout South Australia. The response to this offer waSituation the telephone numbers 000 or 11444 should be used.
minimal although the Commissioner has responded to inquiries by 3: Policing on Yorke Peninsula is adequate.
individual councils to discuss the legislation

As follow up the Commissioner is sending letters directly to SPEED CAMERAS
Mayors explaining the benefits of training and again offering the
Commission’s sevices (o Coundlls. ’ ’ In reply toHon. J.= STEFANI (6 July). . .

Since the passage of the Act, the Commissioner has received no Thlt? Hon. K.T. GR"TF'N (Attorn%y-GeneraI). The M'”'Sﬁer b
allegations/complaints from any of the areas covered by thgOr Police, Correctional Services and Emergency Services has been
legislation advised by Police of the following response—

' Main South Road at O’Halloran Hill has a history of vehicles
travelling at high speeds. During the last financial year, 69 collisions
EMERGENCY SERVICES LEVY occurred on that stretch of road, 50 involving property damage, and
In reply toHon. J.F. STEFANI (27 July). 19 persons were injured. In 1998-99 there were four Speed Danger-

ous speeds recorded (40 km/h or more above the posted speed limit).
_ The area described between the access road and the O’Halloran
ister for Police, Correctional Services and Emergency Services hegﬂlrtﬁg?lgggg t%ezer:ge,;slz %g ukk;‘I:/ch rgggegnlti:imriloéigrr:vslltgcgéogte rttﬁlls

provided the following information: location. At this location, the new speed cameras cannot operate in
The figures quoted by the honourable member refer to thene head-on mode as suggested.

Budgeted Operating Statement for Emergency Services agencies asThe section of Port Road, Adelaide, adjacent to the Police

published on page 4.82 of Budget Paper 4, Volume 1, Portfoliggarracks, also has a history of vehicles travelling at excessive speed.
Statements. ) ) . During the past twelve months there have been 45 collisions, 39 of
The scope of the Emergency Services financial statementghich involved property, and 6 persons were injured. In 1998-99
published at pages 4.82 to 4.86 are not comparable with thehere were 14 Speed Dangerous speeds recorded (40 km/h or more
Community Emergency Services Fund as the scope differs. above the posted speed limit).
The Emergency Services financial statements represent a There are few positions from which a speed camera can be
consolidation of the Country Fire Service, the South Australiagperated safely in this particular area. The two positions described

Metropolitan Fire Service, State Emergency Services SA and thgre used to ensure operator safety, which is of prime concern.
Emergency Services Administrative Unit. The Statements do not

reflect the total amount of levy collected as the agencies only receive | reply toHon. T.G. CAMERON (6 July).
transfers of levy amounts as agreed to fund their operations. The The Hon, K.T. GRIFFIN (Attorney-General): The Minister

statements also include for instance, various revenue and expendityfg police. Correctional Services and Emergency Services has been
transactions peculiar to the individual agencies which are, as sucQqyised by Police of the following response—

outside the scope of the Community Emergency Services Funde.g. | Legislative changes to the Road Traffic (Photographic

interest earned on deposit accounts operated by the CFS, MFS, SEgaction Devices) Regulations 1988 appeared in the SA Govern-

and ESAU. mentGazetteon 13 May 1999 to come into operation 1 June 1999.

Budget Paper 4, Volume 1, Portfolio Statements included & The new speed cameras were introduced into operation on 1 June
Budgeted Operating Statement for the Community Emergencyggg. They were unable to be used prior to that date.

Services Fund at page 4.91. This was the Budgeted Operating > There are a few procedural issues involving operator

Statement as at the time of finalisation of budget numbers for,mjjiarisation with new equipment. The Assistant Commissioner,

publication purposes. The Operating Statement, at the time of publpyerations Support Services is addressing these issues. Members of

cation, reflected levy collection of $142.2 million. Further govern-tne hplic are in no way adversely affected by the issues being

ment decisions altered slightly the estimates (to $141.5 millionhqqressed.

subsequent to the printing of the Budget papers. 3. New South Wales have operated the same equipment as SA
for approximately two years. Similar initial teething problems were

The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN (Attorney-General): | refer to your
Question Without Notice dated 27 July 1999, and advised the Min

In reply toHon. IAN GILFILLAN (27 July). experienced.

The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN (Attorney-General): The Minister 3. All speed cameras are operational, however, as with all such
for Police, Correctional Services and Emergency Services has adguipment they will be subject to periodic mechanical repairs, not
vised of the following information— related to their accuracy. Present evidence indicates that the cameras

The honourable member questioned whether the ad in the Moumire reliable and operating in accordance with the manufacturer's
BarkerCourierwas misleading and implied that only the CFS and specifications.
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ADELAIDE REMAND CENTRE the announcement, the Premier predicted that a $90 million
plant would be established to process 130 000 tonnes of paper
In reply toHon. IAN GILFILLAN (6 July).

The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: The Minister for Police, Correctional ar_ld_cardboard each year, and the plant would be running
Services and Emergency Services has been advised by the DepaMthin two years. Minister Kotz was reported as saying in
ment for Correctional Services of the following response: March 1998 that negotiations with Visy industries were

1. The United Nations Standard Rules do not apply in Australianearing completion.

South Australian correctional practices are consistent with the | the minister’s first response in October 1998 regarding

ggggﬁ%ﬂg"_ﬂ guidelines which have been developed for AUStr"’“'a'rt'he proposed plant she indicated that, subject to resolution of

2. No. The decision to place dual status and remand offendegeveral complex technical and commercial issues, it was
in the same institution has been made to satisfy their mutual need ftroped that construction could commence at the end of the
legal services and the courts. Itis considered that this need outweiggéar_ The minister’s further response in December 1998

any guitdeline which suggests that these offenders should be kefily iseq that the state government had discussed incentives
separate.

3. | have explained this earlier in my response. in a preliminary sense with Visy but no agreement had been
4. It is unnecessary for the Government to take any actioiéached. The minister also stated that Visy was still commit-
regarding this matter. ted to building a plant in South Australia. Press reports have

In regard to the supplementary question asked by the honourablgnce suggested that, if Visy industries did not win a cost-
member, | refer to my original response on this matter. effective agreement in South Australia, it would look

RACIAL VILIEICATION elsewhere, including Victoria and Queensland.
A spokesperson for the Premier then claimed that the then
In reply to Hon. CARMEL ZOLLO (1 June). stalled sale of ETSA was complicating negotiations. The

The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: The Minister for Education, : P :
Children’s Services and Training and the Minister for Police'governmenF has, of course, since acceded in its Wls.h,to
Correctional Services and Emergency Services has provided tigoceed with the long-term lease of South Australia’s
following information: electricity assets. My questions to the minister are:

The Department of Education, Training and Employmentrecords 1. Will the promised construction of the plant proceed in
over the past 18 months indicate that there have been no reportegh ;th Australia and. if not why not?
incidents of the kind reported on the National Action website. The 2 H h ' . d ’ ff fi .
Department does have a record of two incidents that occurred at 2- @S theé government made any ofiers of incentives
Enfield High School in 1997. towards Visy industries, and what are these incentives?

On 29 April 1997, two youths alleged to be of Asian appearance 3. What negotiations have occurred since February 1999,

and dressed in grey clothing, resembling Enfield High Schoopnd is Visy still committed to building a plant in South
uniform, entered the grounds in the vicinity of the central yard near,

. . - o
the Home Economics building. A senior student was assaulted Witféu‘us”a“a’ and in what time frame_. .
a section of wood and received first aid. The youths were seentorun 1he Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW (Minister for Transport
from the premises, enter a vehicle and leave. This incident waand Urban Planning): | will refer the honourable member’s
reported by student witnesses. No school staff witnessed the inCidel@fuestion to the minister and bring back a reply.
The District Superintendent contacted Holden Hill Police. Officers
visited the school to appraise the situation and plan for police and RANDOM BREATH TESTING
school cooperation in incidences of trespass and loitering.

Discussions between senior officers in SAPOL and school | reply toHon. R.R. ROBERTS (3 November 1998).
principals in the Holden Hill Police area are ongoing with aviewto  The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: The Minister for Police,

reviewing and strengthening a police response for school issugSorrectional Services and Emergency Services has been advised by
relating to trespass and loitering. the police that—

The second incident occurred on 13 June 1997. Three male Asian 1 | relation to the Joint Legal, Policing and Scientific
youths entered the school grounds and assaulted three students. mittee— '
weapons were reported on this occasion. Staff intervened and chas@ghat are their terms of reference?

the youths. Police arrested two Asian youths for Common Assault. " Tq review all drink driving legislation and establish recommenda-
One student was conveyed to hospital to be treated for a head lacgf;ns which will solve some of the legal issues and problems being
ation and shock. One of the arrested persons was a student who V&&erienced in the judicial system.

on suspension from the school. When was the committee established?

Investigations regarding Underdale High School reveal that there  The committee was established under the Law Society SA. The
has been no involvement with National Action. The allegations made st meeting was held on 3 June 1998.

by National Action are unsubstantiated and there is no evidence th@fhen does the committee meet?

incidents as described by National Action are on the increase. The committee does not meet at any regular intervals but meets
The Department of Education, Training and Employment reject$)n an ad hoc basis.

racist behaviour and has a strong policy stance against racism of aljfhq is on the committee?

kind. It has a commitment to eradicating racist discrimination and The committee comprises the following members—

harassmentin schools, has implemented programs to counteractthe \pr pavid Peake Chairman. Criminal Law

causes and redress the effects of racism and actively protects the Commission (Law Society)

right of students to achieve their full potential in an environment that S/Sgts McDonald and

affirms cultural identity.

McAvaney Police Prosecution
S/Sgt Laslett Police Traffic Technical
VISY BOARD PTY LTD Resource Section
Mr Edwardson Legal Fraternity
The Hon. CARMEL ZOLLO: | seek leave to make a ~ MrLokan State Forensic Science
brief explanation before asking the Minister for Transport and g/lursgc?angglllen F)ervcﬁ:;?asrsaor forensic chemist
Urban P'Iannlng, reprqsentlng the Mlnlster for Environment 2. With regard to duplicate breath samples, does this mean
and Heritage, a question on recycling. SAPOL are going to introduce this?
Leave granted. A paper was prepared by S/Sgt Laslett from Police Traffic

The Hon. CARMEL ZOLLO: On two previous occa- echnical Resource Section and presented to committee members

. . . : etting out the reasoning why duplicate breath samples should be
sions | have raised the matter of investment in SC'Uﬂfaken. Both sides of the committee agreed to the details contained

Australia by Visy Board industries. The proposed investmeniy this paper. However, a final meeting has not been arranged to
was announced by the Premier before the 1997 election. konsolidate implementation. Practical evaluations on duplicate breath
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testing are still being conducted. Legislative amendmentis required The Hon. T.G. CAMERON: As part of my regular visits
to facilitate implementation. to country South Australia, | recently met with Jan Cass, the
Mayor of the District Council of Loxton Waikerie. Mayor
BOWDEN RAILWAY STATION Cass informed me that the Department for Environment,
Heritage and Aboriginal Affairs has given the council notice
hat rent payable on the leased area for the Waikerie house-
oat marina is to be increased from $200 to $300 per boat
from 1 July 2000. Areas such as the houseboat mooring

] . precinct at Waikerie are currently carefully maintained and
The Hon. SANDRA KANCK: Recently a barbed wire cared for by the council at a substantial cost to keep it

fence and padlocked gate has been erected around what .V\éarﬁlironmentally acceptable at no cost to the department. This

a public car park on the northern side of the Bowden traig , iyea| situation for the department as there is little or no
station. This has greatly restricted available parking arounﬁ

that station, and my informant suggests that it will reduc??Sk of these leased areas being mistreated, as the general
i

atronage at the station and undermine the long-term viabili ublic has no access to them. However, certain areas of
p 9 9 verside outside the leased zone are used for houseboat

of the station and the Outer Harbor line. My questions to th : L
minister are as follows. Who erected the fence? For Wh%/noonng, and my understanding is that they pay no fee. Even

) rse, information has come to my attention of appalling
urpose? Has the land been purchased in the recent past? ' ) ,
go E’)y whom? If recently purchgsed from whom was thg lan ﬁcurrenc_:es of houseb_oats emptying raw sewage into the
purchased? At what cost was the land purchased? Wasuiratxlﬁ 'V?Sr't'r\]/'g ?éjrisugnzéloetgi Trllgslteee:szrg.area for the
Transport SA aware that the land was for sale? If not, Wh)(N - Yy payab . 5
not? aikerie houseboat marina increasing b_y 50 per cent?
'I.'he Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW (Minister for Transport 2. Why does the department of environment insist on
and Urban lIDIanning)' | will seek information. Certainly, | payment for moorings where they are tendered, cared for and
have no advice to’ the effect that thé propert),/ iSmalntalned, yet makes no effort to collect fees from the many

TransAdelaide’s or that it has been sold. It may well beboathouse owners taking up the river frontage to which the

TransAdelaide’s property. An enormous amount of work i u\?il;gr?mﬁ?iz?xii?%?gﬁﬁond who do nothing to protect the
required to replace all the sleepers, wooden to concrete, afd 3. Finallv—and most im .ortantl is the minister aware
it may be that this site is being used as a compound for thﬁ1 : y— P y—

protection of materials during the period of that work. | will 1'at Some houseboat users—and it may run |2to the hun-
get a prompt reply for the honourable member. glreds—are emptying raw sewage into the river? If so, what
is the government doing to prevent it?

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY LEGISLATION The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW (Minister for Transport
and Urban Planning): | am aware that these same matters
The Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES: |seek leave to make have been raised with the minister by the Hon. John Dawkins.
a brief explanation before asking the Attorney-General dhese matters were addressed at a recent Local Government
guestion about equal opportunity legislation. Association meeting in the Murray-Mallee, so the minister
Leave granted. would be aware of the concerns. | will follow-up—
The Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES: Last session | asked The Hon. T.G. Cameron: Is she aware of all that raw
the Attorney-General a number of questions about théewage going into the river?
application of the sexual harassment amendments which The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW:  Yes, a whole new
related to members of parliament, members of the judiciargtandard with regard to houseboats and effluent disposal has
and elected local councillors. In his response the Attornepeen undertaken in recent times, and | agree with the
revealed that the introduction of a new act was delayed bfjonourable member that it is a concern. | will refer the
nine months; that is, it took the government from July 1997honourable member’s questions to my colleague, and | am
until April 1998 to gazette the legislation. Apart from sure that she is promptly addressing the matters following
revealing the government’s incompetence in handling thearlier representations from the Hon. John Dawkins.
matter, the Attorney has thus far failed to provide any further
responses to my questions and he did indicate that he would PETROL SNIFFING
bring back a response either that week or by letter, and | have .
yet to get a response. Why was the introduction of the The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: | seek leave to make a brief

legislation delayed by nine months and when will the€xPlanation before asking the Minister for Transport,
Attorney respond to my questions? representing the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, a question
The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN (Attorney-General): My  about petrol sniffing.

recollection is that there had been a response. | will make L€ave granted. . e
some inquiries to see where it is, if the honourable member The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: Petrol sniffing has become
has not got it. an endemic problem, particularly in the northern parts of this

state—
HOUSEBOATS The Hon. M.J. Elliott: John Cornwall fixed it up over 10
years ago!

The Hon. T.G. CAMERON: | seek leave to make a brief The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: As the honourable member
explanation before asking the Minister for Transport andnterjects, many ministers in many governments over many
Urban Planning, representing the Minister for Environmentyears have indicated to this Council that the problems are in
and Heritage, questions about Waikerie houseboat moorintgand, and that the elimination of petrol sniffing as a social
fees. and a health problem, particularly amongst young Aboriginal

Leave granted. people in the northern parts of our state and in the Northern

The Hon. SANDRA KANCK: | seek leave to make a
brief explanation before asking the Minister for Transport an
Urban Planning a question about the Bowden train station

Leave granted.



Tuesday 19 October 1999 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 103

Territory, has been achieved. It is quite clear that that is not The Government's analysis is that a regulated interconnector will
the case. It has been reported to me that not only has it ngtovide few energy market benefits, given current prices in Victoria

" i ; ; nd New South Wales. Even in early 1998, when New South Wales
been fixed butit is getting worse. | make no judgments as tg d Victoria spot market prices were much lower than today, there

what governments are doing and have done, and whalas concern that any energy market benefits from a regulated
communities are doing and have done, because a lot of peopigerconnector would be short-lived.

with a lot of goodwill are trying to find solutions to the A non-regulated interconnector will have an economic incentive

problem. However, a lot more effort needs to be putin to gefo offer its capacity in the market so as to maximise the flow across

: ; ; ts line when price differences exist between the regions it connects.
on top of the issue. Certainly, the issues of unemploymen s impact on the South Australian pool price will be limited by the

underemployment, education and certainly working with the:apacity of its line, and as such is similar to an equivalently sized
communities to eliminate those problems need to be part akgulated interconnector.
that solution. The main benefit of an unregulated interconnector lies in South

I understand that the Federal Government has suppli stralian consumers not bearing transmission charges of

two grants to Aboriginal groups to try to get on top of theinltgr?gwﬁgctt%fzo million per year as is the case with a regulated

problem, one of $800000and another of $850 000. | The Governments studies show that Riverlink will impose
commend the Aboriginal organisations that have receive¢tansmission system charges of $15 million to $20 million per year.
these grants and are working in the field trying to find Anunregulated line places no costs on taxpayers or consumers
solutions. However, they need a lot more support. Myof South Australia, with all the costs being borne by the proponents

; . of the project.
questions are: Therefore, the difference in costs borne by either taxpayers or

1. Is the minister aware of the continuing problem of ;5hqumers has been forecast to be between $15 million to
petrol sniffing in central Australia and in northern South$20 million per year.
Australia?

2. What state funding and support has been made PLAYFORD POWER STATION

X : . -
available to address this hea_lth and social problem? In reply toHon. P. HOLLOWAY (7 July).

3. What long-term strategies has the state government put . v\’ "5 || UcAS (Treasurer):

in place to break the cycle of petrol sniffing and substance 1 i ate 1998, following protracted discussions and exchange
abuse? of information, Flinders Power Pty Ltd (at the time trading as Optima
4. Would the state government consider a joint SouthEnergy) applied to the EPA for extensions to the licence and exemp-

ian- i _ i tion relating to Playford Power Station at Port Augusta. The then
Australian-Northern Territory-Commonwealth project to try current licence and exemption had been issued by the EPA under the

to eliminate petrol sniffing in regional and remote communi-gpyironment Protection Act and was due to expire at the end of
ties? o 2000. The EPA approved the extension of the licence to 30 April
The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW (Minister for Transport 2004.

and Urban Planning): | will refer those questions to my Because of its age and technology, the Station has been unable

colleague in another place and bring back a reply. to comply with the current emission limits for particulate (dust) emis-
sions caused by fly ash in the flue gas. The relevant gas emission

limits are set out in the Environment Protection (Air Quality) Policy
under theEnvironment Protection Act 1993hese limits are
exceeded for a short period when the Station is started up and in
other limited circumstances such as when a precipitator used to
extract fly ash dust fails.

ELECTRICITY TRANSMISSION

In reply toHon. P. HOLLOWAY , Hon. NICK XENOPHON
andHon. T.G. CAMERON (30 September).

The Hon. R.l. LUCAS (Treasurer): As advised in my response . . . .
of 30 September 1999 a State Government Working Party has been, The EPA licence limits the number of hours in any year during

established with representatives from the Electricity Reform and" i.ch.PIanyqrd B can oper?t?].inlpertain ranglgesfbeyond the curlrlent
Sales Unit, Planning SA, PIRSA, the Crown Solicitors Office andEMission limits. Because of this limitation, Playford B is generally
the Environmental Protection Au’thority. used only in a ‘peaking role’ when demand is high or when other

The Working Group was established to provide a single point ofenerators are out of service. It is also started for training purposes
contact for TransEnergie within the South Australian GovernmenP" & regular ba5|s._ . . . .
in relation to the planning approval processes necessary for the N 1995, $3.5 million was spent to refurbish Playford B, including
project and to ensure effective coordination across the StatfO'K on the precipitators. In late 1998 and early 1999, a further
Government agencies in relation to any other issues. 5.72 million was spent on refurbishment, including $1.6 million on

To date, the Working Group has met on two occasions, both fXxtensive precipitator upgrades to improve station reliability and
the request of TransEnergie. The purpose of the meetings was f§fvironmental performance. , ,
TransEnergie to provide an update to the Working Party on the status The information provided to the EPA for the consideration of the
of the project and to discuss the government approvals necessary f¥tension of the licence and exemption included a comprehensive
the development. The Working Party will continue to meet on an ‘agthalysis of several years of ground level (and ambient) concen-
needs’ basis only. trations of dust in the City of Port Augusta. The monitoring shows

It should be noted that the working party is at this stage onlythat the ambient dust levels in the City of Port Augusta meet the
proposing issues that TransEnergie may wish to consider angffingent new National Environment Protection Measures for
referring TransEnergie to the relevant State Government contachmbient Air Quality. ) .
TransEnergie is responsible for obtaining its own formal advice for ~ The extremely rare instances of higher dust levels are more likely
all feasibility studies and for meeting all the relevant statutoryto be associated with normal weather conditions (eg high wind
requirements. events) than the operation of Playford Power Station.

The State Government sought extra capacity in South Australia 2. The Playford B EPA licence exemption carries with it a
of 150MW by 1 November 2000 and an additional L00MW by 1requirement for Flinders Power to produce an Environmental
November 2001. There are significant incentives for National Powelmprovement Program acceptable to the Environmental Protection
to have this generation capacity available on time. The Governmemtuthority with the objective of either securing compliance with Air
therefore still expects the Pelican Point Power Station to béuality Policy by 2004 or alternatively, outlining any proposed de-
completed to the extent contractually required. commissioning strategies for this power station.

You may also be aware that, although National Power is It is not the Government's current intention to seek a further
contractually obliged to commission at least 250MW, it has state@xtension of the EPA licence from 2004 to 2010. However, the issue
its intention to build 500MW by 1 November 2001. of plantimprovement is currently under consideration so that poten-

The Government has not undertaken any specific modelling ofial bidders will be able to assess the future role of Playford B and
the different impact a non-regulated interconnector and a regulateaptions for improving its environmental performance. Decisions on
interconnector would have on the South Australian pool price.  the future of Playford B will be made by the new operators.
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3. The current EPA licence exemption already requires thdor not replying to my earlier question, even though it was
operator of Playford B to develop strategies to achieve compliancgather late in coming.
with current emission requirements by 2004 if it decides not to
decommission Playford B at that time. The EPA is responsible for
enforcement of licence requirements.

To achieve improvements in the environmental performance of
PlayfordI B]é trt:e new operators bidder will need the guidance and
approval of the EPA.

The EPA will determine the appropriate standards if the life of ADDRESS IN REPLY
Playford B is to be extended beyond 2004.

Adjourned debate on motion for adoption.

YEAR 2000 COMPLIANCE (Continued from 30 September. Page 90.)
In reply toHon. CARMEL ZOLLO (8 July). The Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES (Leader of the
The Hon. R.l. LUCAS (Treasurer): The Minister for Year 2000 N i ; ;
Compliance has provided the following responses— Opposition): The opposition supports the motion. First, |

1. The Infrastructure Forum which was proposed for Adelaidewould like to thank the Governor of South Australia and
in August 1999, whilst given careful consideration, was rejected. lacknowledge the contribution that he and Lady Neal make to
\k/)\/as_ not a forum planned by the Commonwealth for consumers byhe community on a ongoing basis. Their commitment to the

usiness. ; ;
Therefore this forum would have duplicated work already undertake s Is partlclularly noted not only by me but by many .SOUth
in South Australia. ustralians in the arts community. Also, the availability of

The Government does not want the Commonwealth to spenésovernment House by this Governor in particular is exempla-
money in this State on issues that have already been covered. ry to the extent, | understand, that he now has to schedule

2. The objection principally related to wasting public money. i
The Commonwealth proposed to commit $40 000 to the forum bupeople two years in advance, because Government House as

the same objectives were already being addressed through: & VENUe is so popular. It is pleasing to see that Government

- Boral Energy, our gas supplier contacting face to face their 100¢1ouse of late and when it was occupied by the previous
top customers. N _ Governor, Dame Roma Mitchell, is much more open to the
Our E|eCtI’ICIty AU'[hOI’I_tIeS haVe held aforum for the|r tOp 200 publlC The present Governor’s |nterest |n young people |n
%sgtggt]elrgég.March with a further forum which was held on 10 state is to be commended, and he is always trying to do
Banks contacting their major customers. something to encourage young people, drawing from his own
SA Water contacting major customers. experience of starting life in a fairly humble sort of way and

Gas, Water and Electricity providers including information with rising to the heights of Governor of this state. He understands

their bills to all customers o .
An information brochure for businesses and the widerthe difficulties that a lot of young people have today, and |

community on the preparedness of utilities and other majoKNOW that he is very concerned E_lbOUt some of their futures.
services-providers has been developed. Already, 17 000 of thesde has been doing an excellent job.

brochures have been distributed; a far wider contact with |n considering my contribution to this Address in Reply,

business than forums could hope to achieve
3. There are a number of initiatives currently being undertakeA am somewhat perplexed about where to start. Of course, one

both at State and Federal Government level. cannot discuss the future move forward without reflection and
These are made up of the following— consideration of this Government'’s performance. In doing so,
- The Year 2000 Information Disclosure Act No. 29 has been| am motivated by what is, in my view, the best interests of

enacted in South Australia to mirror the Commonwealth Actie state and the community, both now and in the future. |
which encourages businesses to exchange/disclose.

information on their Y2K status to their trading partners WiSh | could say the same for the Olsen Liberal Government.
without fear of future legal litigation. | firmly believe that, as politicians, we have an obligation and
The National Ministerial Council for Consumer Affairs has a responsibility to act beyond the perceived political gains of

Pof?dztggarse3?3833;135550(?)?&?@?3233? asa 1'3%§2g’éspdggﬁhe short term. Sadly for the people of this state, this is a
and the other at small businesses. f&sson the government \_NI||' Iea_rn only when it experiences the
The recent release of the ‘Workbook’ and the ‘Utilities & Same fate as the Premier’s friend and mentor, the Hon. Jeff
Essential Services’ brochure will greatly assist in providingKennett. | have not caught up with the latest news, but |

goséfgme %?d |0fgical|) problem SO'_;_/LNQ \j\vpplr(%adl‘(to thte Yeanryould hope that he has done the decent thing and stood down
problem for businesses. The Workbook contains -
specific section on Information Disclosure. Foday. | would also like to congratulate my colleague

4. A similar question has already been asked at the Estimatd¥r Steve Bracks in Victoria for the wonderful performance
Committee held on 22 June 1999. Whilst committed in principle tothat the Labor Party put up during the last election. | wish

supporting local Y2K fixes, the onus is on each Chief Executive ohim and his new team well.
their delegate to evaluate Y2k products and to arrange purchases

which best address their particular needs. In formulating my reply today, | found that there was a
strong and resounding theme persistent across a number of
EQUAL OPPORTUNITY LEGISLATION issues. That theme, which sticks out like a sore thumb, is

government incompetence and, worse still, total contempt for

The Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES (Leader of the the community, total disregard for the wishes of the people
Opposition): | seek leave to make a personal explanation. and the blind pursuit of a strategy based on the crash or crash

Leave granted. through approach to public policy. If | were presenting gong

The Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES: Earlier in Question awards to the government, we would be here all night. While
Time, | asked the Attorney-General about issues involvinghe potential awards list is endless, | think it should begin
sexual harassment by members of Parliament. In his replyyith the best example of this government’s style. Of course,
the Attorney indicated that he thought he had alreadyjt needs no introduction: we all know that | am referring to
responded to me. In fact, he tabled a copy of a reply to akTSA and the disgraceful display of government arrogance
earlier question | asked in August, and the Clerk had noas it stormed through against the will of the people.
handed it to me. So | am glad that | finally did get a reply, | think the second gong should go to the Hon. Mr
and | do apologise if | reflected on the honourable membeBrokenshire for his determination to proceed with his highly



Tuesday 19 October 1999 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 105

unpopular, inequitable and ill conceived emergency service® $483 in 1998-99. CTP premiums, CTP stamp duty,
tax. Of course, he had to back down on that to some extentegistration and licensing have all increased since the Liberal
The police minister has done a fine job of demonstrating howovernment took office in 1993. If one adds to this the
not to govern. Of course, that is assuming the government 40 million or so collected by the government last year from
interested in governing in the interests of the state. My, whaanti-speeding devices, one wonders how this government can
a bold assumption that is! be serious about real road safety measures when this is such

The crisis gripping our hospitals is another shininga lucrative business for it.
example of the contempt that this government has for the On top of this comes the government’s bad track record
community. If South Australians cannot rely on hospital careén attracting patronage on public transport services. The
let alone a bed in an emergency, what can they rely on? Thetuation created by the government is one where motorists
Hon. Dean Brown certainly deserves a gong for his pathetistruggle financially to keep a car on the road, but the public
efforts. Even the Public Service Association had a bit to sayransport alternative is not much more accessible or attractive.
about the former Premier. | quote from its annual report card, The minister and the government can try to spin them-
which received media attention last week. An article in theselves out of this mess, but the figures speak for themselves.
Advertiserreferring to the Hon. Dean Brown states: In 1997-98, the Passenger Transport Board recorded a decline

Leadership is lacking, management is generally short sighted ari@ patronage of 1.7 per cent. Instead of trying to stem the
lacks the human touch in dealing with issues that often spark a strorgecline, this arrogant and out of touch government increased
emotional OUtCry from the pUbllC—a" in a", it's been another bad fares by an average Of 7 per cent in 1997_98 Accord|ng toa
year. leaked document, in real terms this was in fact 10 per cent.
The listgoes on. There is mining in the Yumbarra Conservaa year later, the impact of those fare hikes was a further 5 per
tion Park and the potential destruction of parklands. This igent decline in patronage in 1998-99. The following is what
a government which does not care and which has never bege minister said about this declinddnsard 24 June):
more blatant. ) . Certainly | have acknowledged in this place and through the

I would now like to focus on the emergency services taxmedia that the fare increase this year has contributed to a reduction
which one day—I hope in a couple of years—will prove toin patronage. . .
be a nail in this government's coffin. Why? It is becausejt does not get much clearer than the minister openly
people simply cannot dig any deeper: itis as simple as thagdmitting this government's policy failings. This government
South Australians are hurting, and this government througRas failed not only itself but other members of the community
either incompetence or arrogance is making things worse. Agho rely on public transport as their only means of transpor-
I stated in this place only a couple of months ago, theation. I hope we can increase patronage of public transport.
opposition, because it behaves responsibly regardingis not easy to insist that people use public transport. One
Treasury issues, originally supported the notion of creatingf the problems that we have—and regretfully have had over
a fairer and more equitable means for government to fund number of years_with ame”orating the government's
emergency services. Knowing this, the government chose neblicies is that more parking stations have been opened in the
to do the right thing by the people but instead decided to adgity, reaping large amounts of revenue for the local council.
a bit of cream to its coffers: $141 million sounded like a gOOdThiS has not done anything to encourage peop]e to use pubhc

round figure. . transport. Issues of safety and all sorts of other issues have
What do we as taxpayers get in return? As we suspectegleen raised in this place time and again.

and as has been confirmed by the select committee which | glso want to mention the GST. While the federal

inquired into this matter, there is little new money going intogovernment is busy promoting the reduction in the cost of
funding emergency services. What we have is totalljelectrical goods, it is yet to say much about the impact of the
transparent: the emergency services levy is plugging a holgST on important social services such as the provision of
created by the government radio network at an extraordinaryyblic transport. | have tried for a long time—most recently
cost of $250 million. Now we have the government using thejuring the estimates debate—to seek an answer or even basic
proceeds from the lease of ETSA, which it does not even yghformation from the minister regarding the impact of the
have, to fund a $20 million reduction in the emergencyGST on the price of, for instance, a bus fare. Will fares
services tax on homes. The government rubbed salt into thacrease or will the Passenger Transport Board absorb the
wounds as we watched the Premier on television wastingxtra 10 per cent GST? That is the question, and | will keep
more taxpayers’ money on flashy ads explaining why they argursuing it until the minister decides that accountability and
being taxed out of existence. At the same time, families ar@penness are not such bad [hings_umeSS, of course, you are
struggling to feed themselves and educate their children. trying to hide something. The best case scenario—the
Whilst it has provided some financial relief to property possibility that the minister does not know—is somewhat
owners, the government has done nothing to ameliorate thfightening. | suspect the reason why the public has not been
burden carried by motorists. Where is the relief for motoristgold is that the government knows that the introduction of the
from this unbearable flat, across the board tax of an addition@ ST is likely to cause a further slump in patronage as fares
$32? I will quote MrJohn Fotheringham, the CEO of wil| definitely have to be raised.
the RAA, who has done a commendable job in looking after  whilst referring to the topic of failings, | am compelled

the interests of motorists. Referring to the emergency servicggs mention mining in the Yumbarra Conservation Park,

levy, Mr Fotheringham states: something about which | feel very strongly. As a committed
It will raise $60 million more than in 1998-99, yet more people conservationist, | believe that Yumbarra is a pristine example
are being taxed than before. of mallee country which deserves to be conserved so that my

This slap in the face to struggling families comes on top otchildren and their children, and all the children in this state,
this government’s blatant tax grab from motorists in generalcan enjoy and learn from it long after | am gone. This
For instance, according to RAA figures, the annual fees andovernment’s handling of this matter has been disgraceful to
charges on a six cylinder car have risen from $368 in 1993-94ay the least. As usual, the level of negotiation and consulta-
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tion with the varied representatives of the local community The Festival of Ideas has successfully demonstrated that
is questionable. there are different ways of putting this state on the map

As further evidence of the government’s motives in thisnationally and internationally at far less cost to the taxpayer
debate, | refer to a memo prepared by Mr Ric Horn, formeithan some of the ideas projected by the Premier of this state.
director of minerals, dated October 1995, which was recorde@he generation of ideas that emerged from this very broad
in Hansardearlier this year. Referring to Yumbarra, Mr Horn community dialogue was exceptional and, again, | congratu-
states: late the organisers and sponsors who had the vision to back

| believe it is unnecessary from a prospectivity point of view andthe festlva!. The rggentl_y er!ded Barossa M.US'C Festival is
could seriously hinder our efforts to gain access to more highiyanother bright, shining light in South Australia. Apart from
prospective parks such as Lake Gilles and the western Flindetfie outstanding artistic program, what | applaud about this
Ranges. festival is its links with the Barossa as a region.

Here is the government’s own adviser indicating that there The economic and social benefits to the community are
are sites more viable than Yumbarra, but still the governmerfgnormous. Interstate and overseas visitors think that it is such
is determined to crunch its way through this issue despite '[h@WOﬂderful idea. The festival is so aCCGSSible, the tickets are
environmental and community impact. relatively cheap and you can have the additional enjoyment
A positive area on which | would like to focus briefly— ©Of travelling either by your own vehicle or taking public
hope it will be a positive area—relates to the republic and thd@nSport buses or going by train and visiting wineries. |
impending vote on 6 November in which we all have theunderstand that the accommodation in the Barossa has been

opportunity to impact deeply and fundamentally on the futurdilled to overflowing. Itis fantastic that this is still occurring,

of this country. As we approach the vote it is interesting tg?d | hope that we will see many more years of this festival.
see the various forces emerge. On the monarchists’ side we 11€ appointment of Rosalba Clemente as the Artistic
have a very deliberate scaremongering campaign under w irector of thg State Theatre Company and the recent release
muddying the waters with fear and loathing. For instance, P! Scott Hicks's new filnSnow Falling on Cedarare further
received in the mail recently a pamphlet produced by thdestament to the progress and achievements of this State in the

Australian Monarchists League which outlines the dangerd'€@ Of the arts. In the latest loddessengenewspaper an
of a republic and which states: article appeared which | have not had time to read in detail

) . __but which talks about the achievements of our younger
We are the first to agree that our constitutional monarchy is n

o . . . .
perfect, but has it not protected us from the sort of political unresberformlng artists. It is wonderful that we continue to haye
and terrorism rampant in the United States and most other nation§#imbers of young people who want to go on and be artists
What a stupid stat - v di inted by th and who continue to put South Australia on the map.
atastupid statement. 1 am greéatly disappointed by these o, 5 more depressing note, a number of concerns have

antics which are misleading and negative. | commend _thﬁeen raised about the financial direction of the Jam Factory
positive campaign run by the republican movement which, 4 the yncertainty regarding changes taking place at the
r!ghtly focuses on the future, Fhat IS, our chlldren'and t.helr estival Centre. As | move around in arts areas | do get some
right to one day become President. | love the t-shirt which | it srong negatives about these areas. This has been by no
t,’OUth by grand daughter r(-?cen_tly and V_Vh'Ch reads, One d8¥,eans a definitive list of the achievements of the arts. Opera
'll grow up to be President. | think that is a lovely, positive js" 5nather area that | have enjoyed attending this year.
statement for kids. Australia as a nation came of age & lond, yer performance diladama Butterfiyill be staged at
time ago. Why should there be any fear about formalising,e \yeekend and I urge all members to support their local
sucha relat|onsh|p wh.en itis long overdue? ) . opera company and attend. | know that it is a particular
_I'was not born in this country: | was born in the United chajlenge for opera to try to attract young audiences, and the
Kingdom. This country is mine by adoption, by a legal arossa Music Festival included a wonderful performance by
document, but it is also my country because | feel it mMOSHzOpera.
deeply in my heart. | believe that the Queen of England is | pejieve that, had there been commonwealth funding, it
very appropriate for England, but I do not believe that she igyoyid have been fantastic to take OzOpera around to schools
any longer appropriate for Australia. in particular so that it could be accessed by young people. It
I turn now to issues in the arts. To some extent there hag certainly a very different way of looking at opera. It is a
been for many years now (and | hope that it will continue) avery unique and dramatic introduction to opera as well as
bipartisan approach to the arts. | believe that both the miniStQj‘eing very accessible and modern for young people to
and | agree that the arts provide a very fundamental role fainderstand a different kind of music. That is not to say that
all South Australians—particularly with regard to the Festivalthe kind of music they enjoy is irrelevant or of no account or
of Arts which has been occurring for 25 years and which hasf no artistic merit—I think that it is. In particular, one artist
provided much enjoyment and economic value to the Statérom the opera performed a very compelling piece to the tune
We have experienced a period of great creativity anaf techno music, which was quite interesting to listen to.
developmentin the arts in South Australia recently. | believe All in all, | congratulate and commend people in South
that the Festival of Ideas is probably the greatest example &ustralia. We are all looking forward to another Robyn
what can be achieved by this state in the spirit of collaborArcher production of the festival next year. Already | have
ation and goodwill. Of course, one cannot mention thehad meetings with Peter Sellars, who will be running the
Festival of Ideas without mentioning Greg Mackie, whosesubsequent festival, which | am sure will be a very exciting,
idea it was originally. | understand that he sat down and hadynamic and different festival. | certainly look forward to
coffee with the minister and said, ‘This is a good idea; let'sworking with Mr Sellars in whatever way | can as an
do it It is terrific that the project was taken up by the opposition spokesperson to make that a successful festival.
government and by the sponsors. | believe that we need more | would like to mention briefly my disquiet in reading the
people like Greg Mackie in this state to get things up andatest funding arrangements that have come from the
running. commonwealth in relation to women'’s organisations. It is
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very disappointing that some women'’s organisations haveealth, welfare and children’s services, legal aid, local government
had their funding downgraded. | believe that these are are@#d public transport, Victorians are relatively worse off.

we can ill afford to neglect. | understand that Senatorrhe Premier and his ministers would have us believe that they
Newman has indicated that she will allocate $35 000 to bgre now listening to the people, hence the reduction in the
divided between the Women's Electoral Lobby, the Ausmew emergency services property levy and the scrapping of
tralian Federation of University Women, the Muslim the proposed toll on the bridge to Hindmarsh Island. While

Women's National Network (Australia) and the National\ye|coming any tax relief, no matter how small, | suggest that

means the Senator is giving them money so that they can
learn how to write a tender for the next round because it i
such a small amount of money.

| was also very interested to read a rec&vekend
Australianarticle with the headline ‘Big girls’ stoush’ and the
derogatory way that women are portrayed in the media. Th
article is quite important and highlights that, when the

| spoke at some length on the levy during debate on the
%ppropriation Bill and on the emergency services levy bill.
| see little value in repeating the same points other than to say
that there appeared to be little justification for the amount of
levy to be charged. It involves a lot more than merely
feplacing the old system. As the Premier is in listening mood,
. many people are hoping that he will hear their protest when
government failed to send a woman as part of & 12 persqficomes to the flat emergency services levy on their cars. The
delegation to an international labour organisation conferencg, levy is a very regressive tax and a particularly heavy
on pregnancy and the workplace, one spokesman fqfqen on many working class families, who often have to
Workplace Relations and Small Business Minister, Mr Petef,, more than one car because of the difficulties with public
Reith, explained, “You do not have to be pregnant to presentansport, especially in the outer suburbs. Does the govern-
a policy position’, which is a very unfortunate remark. ment believe that it is fair that someone on a very high salary
Women seem to be taking one step forward and a couplgng can afford to purchase and run a $30 000 car or cars
that we have achieved equality, but I warn them that equality g year old or 15 year old car? I think not. In her speech my
is a very fragile thing and it will only be maintained if we ¢ojieague the Hon. Carolyn Pickles listed other rises in the
continue to fight for it in very much the same way ascost of running a car. For many families it is all too difficult.

democracy must be protected. Democracy is something that The Li . . :
e Liberal philosophy of making people responsible for
we have all come to take for granted but we know that ther eir own destiny is fine when people are empowered by

are many countries in this world ‘h"?“.ha"e not achieve ducation and employment—at least employment. When they
democratic government and therefore it is very important th fe not so empowered, that philosophy punishes them and

tmhof:bfrfg':ﬁ gtﬁlns Eenr]nban:t?ln(\e/di I concI;Jdre by ﬁrgnlng al heir families. | believe that we end up with only a statistical
6 Eovgmsber € chamber {o vote yes for a change 0Fécovery, not a real recovery that improves everyone’s quality
) of life. Some of the greatest swings in the Victorian election
The Hon. CARMEL ZOLLO: | rise to support the were in country seats. For a number of reasons country South

. . . . . Australia has suffered in much the same way as country
motion for the adoption of the Address in Reply and in dOI'.19’\ﬁc'[oria. I have placed these sentiments about regional South

so | thank the Govemor for his opening speech. In OPENING istralia on the record on a number of occasions, and | am

EE:EI S:S sasrlg ) t(?i(n9 gc\)/\\//;r]i:“teﬁévgt);tlg ltlnl;esuosu?:]l fut;?rlg?/: tg?gure that the establishment of a fund worth $4.5 million per
9 going . nnum over three years for new regional development will be

course we all wish that were so, but many people in th . : b X
community and members of the opposition disagree with suc ery welcome in country S.OUth Australia. Only time ‘.N'".t.e”
hether such an amount is enough to make any significant

a glowing assessment. The pursuit of dry economic rationawifference
ism does not bring joy to many people’s lives. | am please s .

to see that Mr Jeff Kennett was taught that lesson in the best R€gional South Australia has seen the closure of many
possible way in the Victorian election. The continuing pursuitS€rvices such as financial institutions and a reduction in
of dry economics comes at a very high social cost. Thdealth services, educational services, etc. The Hon. Angus
quality of many people’s lives is impacted negatively by sucrRedford spoke about the Labor Party deserting country South
things as privatisation of utilities, cuts in health services andustralia. One needs to remind him that it was his own
housing, to name just a few. | noticed in todagXdvertiser federal Liberal Party, not a Labor government, that removed
the federal Leader of the Opposition (Hon. Kim Beazley)Many millions of dollars from regional Australla. Nonetheless
quoted as saying that more Australians were trusting Labg#S an upper house member representing the whole state, | am
because it recognises that, although the economy is doir@eased to see some of the figures in relation to the state’s

well, not all Australians are benefiting. He was expressing0©d industry and the good economic performance recorded
much the same sentiments. in some regional areas, especially the Riverland. It is

I do not claim to be psychic but | do remember saying th&lisappointing that poor earlier rains, especially in the upper
following in my appropriation speech in July: north and north-east of the state, have meant that the estimat-
A recent article on Victorian Treasurer Stot.:kdale‘s legacy, ed value of the state's grain crop has been officially down-
written by Michael Salvaris, Senior Research Fellow, Institute oi‘graded by at least $100 mllllqn. from last year. !t]s expected

Social Résearch, Swinburne University, pointed out that in Victorial® P& worth between $850 million and $900 million.

‘... public debt, never very high by international standards, has  The matter of employment has always been one to enjoy
been dramatically reduced; butin the process so have the assets %’ﬂ&bng bipartisan support. We have been told that South
future public revenue of the Victorian people, while ConSU|tamSAustralia has had 14 consecutive months of increasing trend

ocketed up to $1 billion.’ ! ) A
F\)/IrSaIvarispwent on to say: in employment levels. The latest figures are still high, at

‘On the social side, many serious problems result directly from8.2 per cent and 26.7 per cent for youth unemployment, but
the Stockdale-Kennett financial ‘reform’ agenda: in education andike everyone | hope that such figures are part of a long-term
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improvement in our unemployment rate. In education, ther@roposed legislation, which will put electronic transactions
are strong concerns among parents who feel that theon the same footing as paper transactions.

economic circumstances might impact on the ability of their | recently attended a conference in Asia which had the
children to receive the best education, whether in the city otheme, ‘Protection of personal data, information technology
in country South Australia. After last week’s revelations inand electronic commerce in the new millennium’. | think it
the federal parliament, if Dr Kemp and Prime Minister is important that we listen and learn more about these issues,
Howard have their way most people in the community willwhich have significant social and technological effects on our
not be able to afford to attend university. community as we move into the new century. We all need to

Partnerships 21 has been foisted on our school commurflecide how we apply technology and how we allow tech-
ties in a way that has resulted in a lot of anxiety and confuhology to be used. Such discussions are topical, relevant and
sion for many people. My colleague in another place thdimely. Never before has it been poss_lble to coI_Iect SO much
member for Taylor and shadow minister for educationdata on so many people at any one time so quickly.
recently issued a press release in which she articulated the The manner in which we regulate or choose not to regulate
opposition’s concern that, while schools have been offereguch transactions, or the manner in which we choose to
big money to take up the Partnerships 21 plan, the plan iBrotect or not protect a person’s or a company’s privacy, has
short on detail about the risks and liabilities schools will facesignificant effects on the success or otherwise of electronic
under self-management. The opposition has estimated that tRemmerce. If the community does not have confidence in the
cost of promoting Partnerships 21 could be well in excess oystem—that it is not only secure in terms of fraud but also
$250 000. We also believe that local school managemerfivacy protected—then this new method of commerce will
should not be used as a tool to shift more of the cost burdefever have the success that it deserves. The conference in
on to parents through higher school fees. Neither should it bong Kong was opened by the Hon. Justice Michael Kirby,
used to create a two-tier state school System_ jUStice of the ngh Court of AUS.tra"a,. and attended by

| was pleased to receive a response to a question | ask&g/egates from all over the world, including representatives
of the health minister on 10 June 1999 in relation to thd'0M Australia, both from the private sector and the public
chronic shortage of general practitioners in country Soutff€rVice- Justice Kirby was at one time chairman of the OECD
Australia. The minister indicated that he would be Iobbyingexpert groups on privacy and subsequently data security. The

the federal Minister for Health and Aged Care to increase th@ustrallllan Prlva(;y Commissioner, Mr Malcolm Crompton,
number of overall training positions for general practitioners V@S &/S0 present. . o
Electronic commerce has privacy implications that

R ttabl h h felt by th ity - . .
egrettably, much concern has been felt by the communi pinge on the work of the federal Privacy Commissioner.

and by staff in the major teaching hospitals over the propose he C L h dertak . dertaking di
rationalisation of the delivery of services and, as is often the | '€ COmmMissioner has undertaken or s undertaking discus-
ns in the community in three states other than South

case, such proposals were leaked. One would have expeci&

some mention in the Governor's speech about health servic ustralia in relation to the introduction of possible legislation
Concern has been expressed at all levels, including b cover thg private sector in Austral!a..H|s proposeq
providers, and the omission is more than obvious. egislation will be based on the national principles for the fair

| ised to pick up Adelaide’ v dail " handling of personal information. These principles, essential-
Wwas surprised 1o pick up Adelalde s only dally recently iy accordance with the OECD guidelines, set out standards
to see a large heading stating, ‘$300 on-the-spot fine

“Tor the collection, use, disclosure, quality and security of

Guidelines for tough stand on water polluters'. The very large, o sonal information as well as access to and correction of
headline referred to the proposed new fines targeting, 1, information by the individuals concerned

domestic water polluters across the state. Any action Which™ i ime the federal government has announced that it
serves to protect our environment will, of course, have th%roposes to develop a light touch legislation regime to
tsup[k)]ort (t):ltheto?(posn;on.tlﬂovr\]/evetrr,]_the headline ?'d s(,je{\é upport and strengthen privacy protection in the private
0 show the stark contrast in how this government and tNgactor Whilst | understand that in principle the federal

EPI,lA tgjeakl)wltzllg(;gel|n.dustrllgl ptqlllut|on lns\llderlllts and tgeopposition approves of the legislation, it has reserved its right
poilution by individuals In resiaential areas. We all remembelog o\ 5qrt yntil it has perused the actual bill. | understand that
the recent major oil spill and the lack of action by the ministe

I, . . . . .
i the proposed legislation also provides exemption for those in
and the EPA. As far as | know, there has sl ot been any,ijate commerce who can demonstrate a system in place that
direct action. It seems to be much easier for this governme

0 ol latively h th i h st meets their commercial needs while protecting the
0 slap a relatively huge on-the-Spot i€ on a Person WnR, ey of their customers. 1 also hope to see public consulta-
may occasionally wash their car on the road than to tak

- N ) ) on in South Australia so that our community can have a say
appropriate legal action against a big company for a Veryn pe involved in its development. There is currently no
large pollution incident.

~general privacy legislation in Australia that covers the
It appears that the EPA lacks the proper legislativehandling of personal information in the private sector. Such
framework and the government the resolve to tackle largggislation was proposed in Victoria but it has lapsed because
scale polluters. It just cannot get it right when it comes topf that state’s election, and we will now need to wait and see
getting community support and involvement in managing thgyhat will happen there.
environment. Country people at the gateway to Yorke |n relation to the Electronic Commerce Transaction Bill,
Peninsula are definitely not happy to see their area becom@rtainly if South Australia is to maintain and win new
the rubbish dump of South Australia. business in the new century such legislation is not only
Whilst the opposition’s attitude to the legislation an-desirable but essential. Business needs the necessary legal
nounced in the Governor’s speech will be determined wheframework to be able to undertake such transactions with full
details are tabled, | welcomed the announcement in relatioconfidence.
to the Electronic Commerce Transaction Bill. | have keptan The opposition awaits expectantly to see the fine print as
eye on the federal legislation and | will be pleased to see thi® what exactly is meant in the area of WorkCover by ‘a
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range of amendments that will focus on promoting worker V. If the President is of the opinion that— _
safety within a commercial approach’. | hope | am proved (a) the submission is trivial, frivolous, vexatious, or
wrong. However, based on the proven paranoia of both this offensive in character, or

. (b) the submission is not made in good faith, or
government and the federal government when it comes to (c) there is some other good reason not to grant the

workers and unions, | have no doubt it will entail a further request to incorporate a response iHemsard
curtailing of workers’ rights and entittements, and the he shall refuse the request and inform the person who
opposition will strenuously oppose any such legislation. made it of his decision. The President shall not be obliged

I recently read a comparison between industrial relations to inform any person or the Council of the reasons for his

. . ! S . . decision.
legislation in ltaly and Australia in the English section v Unless the President refuses the request on one or more
editorial of the publicationl Progresso Italo-Australiano of the grounds set out in paragraph V of this resolution,
TheProgressas a journal of the National Institute of Social '{Ee President _Sh?” report to tgeb th\),\lllnc" ;]hat in glihoplnlon

; LSt i ; ; e response in terms agreed between him and the person
Assistance, an institution Whlg:h ha}s been in existence fpr 25 making the request should be incorporated Mémsard
years in ltaly. The article was titled ‘Economic recovery rides and the response shall thereupon be incorporated into
on the back of workers’. | think the following paragraph Hansard
nicely sums up the sentiments of the editor and many anxious VII. A response—
workers: (a) must be succinct and strictly relevant to the question

inissue,

There are some important differences in the approaches of (b) must not contain anything offensive in character,

various countries all trying to achieve change, enhance competitive- (c) must not contain any matter the publication of which
ness and improve efficiencies in a global market in which they want would have the effect of—

to be important players. Some governments prefer a cooperative 10)
approach in pursuit of their policies and get better results than

Australia’s conservative governments, which show a predilection for
confrontation.

unreasonably adversely affecting or injuring a

person, or unreasonably invading a person’s
privacy in the manner referred to in para-

graph | of this resolution, or

The article goes on to make some telling contrasts between (i) unreasonably aggravating any adverse effect,
ltaly and Australia in the way industrial relations is handled. e opasion of privacy suffered by any
In particular, it notes: (i) unreasénably aggravating any situation or

In Australia, Peter Reith spends millions of dollars of taxpayers’ circumstance, and
money to urge workers not to join unions, and proposes legislation (d) must not contain any matter the publication of which
euphemistically described as labour market reforms to undermine the might prejudice—
capacity of workers to stand up for their rights. 0] the investigation of any alleged criminal

. offence,

| also note the_passmg of two former members of the South (i)  the fair trial of any current or pending criminal
Australian Parliament, Mr Keith Russack, former member for proceedings, or
Goyder, and the Hon. Mr Don Dunstan, former Premier of (iiiy  any civil proceedings in any court or tribunal.
South Australia and former member for Norwood. | com-  VIII.  Inthis resolution, ‘person’ includes a corporation of any
mend the motion for the adoption of the Address in Reply. type and an unincorporated association.

(Continued from 29 September. Page 52.)
The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS secured the adjournment of

the debate. The Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES (Leader of the
Opposition): | rise very briefly to support the motion. This
CITIZENS' RIGHT OF REPLY sessional order operated in the last session of Parliament. It
was an experiment and | think it worked very well. There was
Adjourned debate on motion of Hon. K.T. Griffin: a particular instance, which is the subject of a motion in

That during the present session, the Council make available B . . . .
any person who believes that he or she has been adversely referiédfere the President made, in my view, a correct ruling. So
to during proceedings of the Legislative Council the following the opposition is pleased to support this sessional order again.
procedure for seeking to have a response incorporated into
Hansard— The Hon. J.F. STEFANI secured the adjournment of the

I Any person who has been referred to in the Legislativeqepate.

Council by name, or in another way so as to be readily identified,
may make a submission in writing to the President—
(a) claiming that he or she has been adversely affected in CRIMINAL LAW CONSOLIDATION (APPEALS)
reputation or in respect of dealings or associations AMENDMENT BILL
with others, or injured in profession, occupation or

trade or in the holding of an office, or in respect of  Adjourned debate on second reading.

any financial credit or other status or that his or her -
privacy has been unreasonably invaded; and (Continued from 29 September. Page 54.)

(b) requesting that his or her response be incorporated

into Hansard The Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES (Leader of the
ll.  The President shall consider the submission as soon @@Pposition): The opposition opposes the second reading.
practicable. This legislation came before the Council in 1995 and again

lll.  The President shall give notice of the submission to thein 1998. We certainly opposed it at great length, then and |
hm:SmrﬁgégVR]%g%g]eigs'igéhe Council to the person whorefer toHansardof March 1998.

IV.  In considering the submis.sion, the President— . Th.e Oppo_S't'on believes in enforcing law and order_and

(a) may confer with the person who made the submission',nﬂ'.Ctlng p.un'Shment upon those proven to haye committed

(b) may confer with any member, but Serious crimes, and to this end there are established processes

(c) may not take any evidence, to enable this to occur. However, the government’s attempts

(d) may not judge the truth of any statement made in thet0 subject an acquitted person to the possibility of a further

Council or the submission. conviction is offensive and challenges basic principles of
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common law. It is a tradition of the law that an accusedTrevor Griffin when the principal act was being debated. The
cannot undergo double jeopardy, that is, be tried twice for thedea of making short-term appointments to the bench was,
same offence, and that has been referred to by the Englisttcording to the Hon. Trevor Griffin, ‘open to abuse because
jurist Blackstone, who mentions ‘the universal maxim of theit could mean that a lawyer who needed a bit of work and had
common law of England that no man is to be brought intadhe necessary qualifications in terms of service could be
jeopardy of his life more than once for the same offence’. Wexppointed as a magistrate. The magistrate could preside over
have opposed this on two previous occasions and we have retvery difficult case and do something which did not meet

changed our view. | oppose the second reading. with the approval of the government but which need not
The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: Mr President, | draw your necessarily be contrary to the principles of justice, and a

attention to the state of the Council. government could then refuse to renew the appointment or
A quorum having been formed: refuse to make another appointment at some time in the future

of that person who is meant to be in the so-called pool’. That
The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS secured the adjournment of is from Hansardof 15 November 1988, pages 1494-95. It

the debate. carries, as one predicts, the sort of lucid logic which one
comes to expect, and still continues to expect, from the
JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATION (AUXILIARY Attorney-General.
APPOINTMENTS AND POWERS) (DEFINITION OF Mr Griffin also quoted the then views of the Law Society
JUDICIAL OFFICE) AMENDMENT BILL and the then Chief Justice, both of whom were opposed to the
) i appointment of temporary judges, for similar reasons. | would
Adjourned debate on second reading. like to take the opportunity now of asking the Attorney-
(Continued from 29 September. Page 54.) General whether he has changed his views and, if so, why?

If the original act was abhorrent to him and the legal profes-
The Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES  (Leader of the  gjon in 1988, why is he now seeking to widen its application?
Op.pos.mon):'The opposition supports the second rea_ld|ng| do not criticise the Attorney-General merely because he has
This bill provides for auxiliary appointments to the Environ- apparently had a change of heart some time over the past
ment, Resources and Development Court. The 0ppositiofy years. Indeed, | would be disappointed if he had not
recognises that there are times when in any workplace thegg,anged any of his views in that time. In fact, he has shown
is a need to respond flexibly to short-term urgencies and othekigence that indeed in other areas he has. We should all be
matters arising f_rom time to time. | support this provisionOpen to persuasion and perhaps convinced by a good
which 1 hope will enable better service delivery to the 5rqument or a change in circumstances or facts that might
community. If ever there was a need to expedite matterﬁjstify a different attitude towards a proposed statute.

efficiently | would argue it is in the judicial system where . o .
costs of a financial and personal nature can be very high. | At the time, we supported the principal act, in 1988, and,

would like to ask the Attorney-General, however: Whatmuch to the disappointment of the Hon. Trevor Griffin, we

provisions are there to ensure these amendments are rgdij not support his amgndments which sought to restric; the
abused and do not result in any salary blowouts for the couﬁOOI of potential appointees merely to current and retired

dges. However, since 1988 we have had a great deal of
through the unnecessary employment of extra staff? | supp HAges - ! : N
the second reading. experience in South Australia of the casualisation of the work

force. Many, if not all, senior government appointments, and
The Hon. IAN GILFILLAN: The Judicial Administra- & host of junior appointments, are now made by way of short-
tion (Auxiliary Appointments and Powers) Act 1988 alreadyterm contract. This may add_up to economic eff|C|en_cy in the
allows, and has allowed for the past 11 years, for temporar§Y©S ©f the bean counters in the government but it takes a
appointments, in effect short-term contracts, for judges!'€@vy toll on the social fabric of our society.
masters and magistrates. A similar authority for short-term | take this opportunity to use just one example. Children
appointments of judges, masters and magistrates is foundWho are the victims of severe child abuse sometimes,
the Supreme Court Act 1935—I believe that a relevantinfortunately, have to be taken away from their natural
amendment was passed in 1981—and the District Court Agtarents and placed in the care of the minister. This means, in
1991. The bill extends the same or similar provisions tceffect, that they are placed in a foster home or perhaps a
commissioners of the Environment, Resources and Develogeries of short-term foster homes. Not only are their home
ment Court. The commissioners are not judges, although mglacements often short term but their principal carer, a social
reading of the ERD Court Act 1993 is that they do in someworker, representing the minister, is also with them on a very
cases exercise judicial power as defined by the High Courghort-term basis. In fact, appointments of social workers on
I would like the Attorney-General to clarify whether that the long-term care team at Family and Youth Services are
is in fact the case. However, unlike Supreme Court judgegnade for contract terms as short as two months. Being on the
District Court judges and masters, ERD commissioneréong-term care team for a mere two months is not just
cannot be appointed on short-term contracts unless they aif(congruous or curious, and inconvenient for the worker, it
also appointed on a part-time basis, a situation which i& also, much more importantly, adding to the difficulties of
covered by schedule 1 of the ERD Court Act. If this bill is the individual child, who has one short-term contract worker
approved by parliament then, according to the governmengfter another introduced and then replaced.
there will be greater flexibility in responding to the workload  This policy prevents the child building up any sort of
of the ERD Court and preventing backlogs of cases wherelationship of trust, which is so necessary for their recovery
permanent commissioners are ill, on leave, or otherwisefter child abuse. However, this government’s blind commit-
unavailable. ment to so-called economic efficiency is so great that it goes
In researching this bill it was interesting to go back toon insisting on short-term contract placements in sensitive
Hansard of 1988 and read the contributions of the Hon.areas like child abuse. That policy is without doubt causing
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more long-term problems for child victims in future years. appointments to be made for a short period of time and the
The policy almost constitutes a child abuse in itself. society supports this amendment’. However, given the
I mention this as an example of how this government, theesponse to the principal act 11 years ago, from the then
Liberal government, in blind pursuit of an ideology is liberal opposition and the then Chief Justice, the concerns
committed to the notion of short-term contract placementswhich | have raised today indicate that I still require some
even in the most sensitive and crucial areas of expertisepnvincing to support this measure right through the process-
where time is needed to build up relationships of trust anes of this chamber. However, | look forward to the Attorney-
confidence. The need to build up trust and confidence in &eneral’s explaining—as he said he would—why my fears
client applies not only to social workers working with abusedare groundless. In any case, we certainly will take very
children but it is also true for judges, and even commissionerseriously on board the Attorney-General’s response to the
appointed to the Environment, Resources and Developmentatters that | have raised. | indicate that the Democrats will
Court. Judges do not necessarily require the trust of, sagupport the second reading of the bill so that it can be dealt
accused criminals who come before them, but they do requinaith in the committee stage. However, | indicate that | will
the trust of the community in general. However, it is muchreserve my final decision until hearing argument from the
harder for the community to have faith in the legal systemAttorney-General.
when its judges or commissioners are here one day and gone
the next. The Hon. J.F. STEFANI secured the adjournment of the
That sort of staffing policy does not and cannot inspiredebate.
faith and trust in the judicial system. | expect that, in
response, the Attorney-General will say that the provisions STATUTES AMENDMENT (MAGISTRATES
of the principal act did not cause any problems over the past COURT APPEALS) BILL
11 years or that the capacity to appoint acting judges under
the Supreme Court Act or District Court Act has not been Adjourned debate on second reading.
abused, and | hope that that assurance will be received. (Continued from 29 September. Page 55.)
However, with the 1990s almost behind us, in 1999 the
Democrats are reluctant to have any more categories of The Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES (Leader of the
employees placed on short-term contracts. We do not waf@pposition): The opposition supports the second reading.
to promote delays in the Environment, Resources andhis bil's purpose is to ensure that all appeals from the
Development Court, but we remain to be convinced thaMagistrates Court are dealt with appropriately. It ensures that
creating yet another category of short-term contract employthe full Supreme Court’s resources are not wasted yet remain
ees is the best response due to perceived problems in dealiaggilable in cases which properly require the full court’s
with the court’s lists. The exercise of judicial power must beattention. The opposition agrees in principle with the
carefully separated from the exercise of political powers, agovernment that generally there is no need for appeals to go
the Attorney-General himself pointed out when he was on thdirectly from the Magistrates Court to the full Supreme
opposition benches in 1988. The appointment of temporarourt. They generally should be dealt with by a single judge.
judges is open to abuse by the political process, and this is thhis is simple, sensible and efficient. However, the single
reason why we have the doctrine of the separation of powergidge should always be able to refer appropriate matters to
On several occasions the High Court has considered thie full court, thus the bill will amend the Magistrates Court
separation of powers in the constitution when dealing withAct so that all appeals from the court are reviewed by a single
the issue of who may exercise judicial power. | have not hadupreme Court judge who can then refer the matter to the full
time, and nor has my office had time, to research and extracourt if deemed appropriate.
the relevant cases. However, the High Court’s view is that, The opposition also agrees in principle that the further
in order to safeguard the separation of powers, judicial poweight of appeal from a single judge of the full court should
may be exercised only by judges who are appointed on gemain in all cases but should be by leave. That leave could
permanent basis so that their potential removal is not subjetie granted by either the single judge or the full court. The aim
to the political process. Conversely, persons who aref limiting the appeal to cases of leave is to ensure that
appointed purportedly to exercise judicial power and who arenatters reaching the full court are those worthy of that court’s
not appointed on a permanent basis are, in fact, not judges attention. Thus, the bill amends the Supreme Court Act to
at least cannot exercise judicial power. Any purportednake further appeal available by leave only. The amended
exercise of that power would arguably, therefore, be invalidlegislation is intended to provide sufficient access to the full
| suspect that this High Court view may apply only to court for appropriate cases. However, the opposition would
judges exercising the judicial power of the CommonwealtHike the Attorney-General to reveal the extent of consultation
as distinct from the states. However, the point is clearly madeéhe government has pursued in drafting these amendments
and should be properly taken by us in the state jurisdictionand whether these amendments are also consistent with trends
as well. | am sure that, with the resources at the Attorneyinterstate. We support the second reading.
General's disposal, the correct legal view could be confirmed
to this Council. | mention this because | would be disappoint- The Hon. IAN GILFILLAN: | indicate that the Demo-
ed if we are debating the possibility of widening the ambit ofcrats will also support the second reading. The bill seeks to
a statute when the statute itself may be at risk of being struckmit the number of criminal cases which go directly on
down as constitutionally invalid. appeal from a magistrate to a full court of the Supreme Court.
I note that the Law Society has changed its officialln civil matters, when a losing party wishes to a appeal a
position on this issue since 1988. In a letter to me datedhagistrate’s decision, at present it must go to a single judge
20 September 1999, the society President, Ms Lindy Powelbf the Supreme Court. That judge may, at his or her discre-
notes briefly that this bill ‘would seem to be a sensible andion, refer the matter to a full bench of three Supreme Court
reasonable provision of flexibility to enable auxiliary judges. This is under section 40(3) of the Magistrate Courts
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Act 1991. However, in criminal matters, an appeal is madéttorney-General on the issues that have been raised in my
directly to a full bench unless the appellant elects to appealecond reading contribution. | indicate support for the second
to a single judge. The bill would abolish the right to have areading, and | reserve my final support until |1 hear the
full court hearing and require appeals to go at first instancéttorney-General’s arguments in committee.

only to a single judge. That judge can then refer the matter

to a full bench if he or she deems it appropriate. According The Hon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER secured the

to the Attorney-General, this is ‘simple, sensible andadjournment of the debate.

conservative of resources’ and, as usual, | would like to

believe the Attorney-General. o MOTOR VEHICLES (HEAVY VEHICLES
However, | am concerned about the possibility that the SPEEDING CONTROL SCHEME) AMENDMENT
change may result in some matters being heard for an BILL

additional time when this is not necessary. In the most

complex or controversial criminal cases, it is possible nowto Adjourned debate on second reading.
have a matter heard four times: once by a magistrate, a (Continued from 29 September. Page 56.)
second time on appeal by a single judge, a third time on

appeal by the full bench, and a fourth time on appeal by the  The Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES (Leader of the
High Court. A defendant who has a very controversial casg)pposition): The opposition supports the second reading.
but only limited resources may, at present, be able to limit therhe purpose of this bill is to introduce a new scheme for the
maximum number of potential hearings to no more than thregnanagement of speeding heavy vehicles. The scheme, which
by taking the first appeal directly to a full court and avoiding| support, is designed to extend responsibility for speeding
the appeal to a single judge. _ from drivers to owners by introducing penalties that impact
In effect, this bill would close off one option for a cash- on the owner. | am pleased that finally we have legislation
strapped defendant, which is the situation for most defendyhich, hopefully, will take the heat off drivers, and | applaud
ants. In his second reading explanation, the Attorney-Generghe Australian Transport Council in this regard. It has been

indicated that this option was not commonly exercised. Ibbvious that, for some time, there have been difficulties with
would be interesting to hear from the Attorney-General jusemployers regarding these issues.

how many criminal cases are heard in this way. For the rare 11,5 \yhole issue of heavy vehicle safety, which covers not
criminal drlefendant wnhtﬂeep EOCketS who ngs to dr:ag ﬁ”&nly speeding but also substance abuse, first and foremost,
acase as long as possible or have as many bites at the cheliy,,t occupational health and safety. It is about recognis-
as pOSS|bIe_, this bill really changes nothing. If unsuccessfy g that drivers of heavy vehicles are coming under intense
with a magistrate, such an appellant can elect to appeal tOgaressure from their employers to meet very tight deadlines

single Supreme Court judge, then lodge a further appeal wit : ; ; :
the full court, and finally with the High Court, provided a rggdplj);zrr\sally are endangering the lives of drivers and other

guestion of law is involved which the High Court believes is . . - .
This measure is not about raising revenue or putting

worthy of its attention. gperators out of business: it is about creating a safe work

To the extent that this happens, it may contribute to ong* ", .
of the legal system’s biggest problems of public perceptionenv'ronment not only for truck drivers but also for others who

that is, the belief that cases are sometimes dragged out agga'€ the road. At a general level, this issue has been the
won only because the defendants involved had the biggeSHPJECt Of extensive media coverage which sadly has involved
wallets. The only safeguard against this was mentioned by tHeagic circumstances. I ho_pe the community is beginning to
Attorney-General, that is, the right to appeal to a full benclfndersmanI the _occupauonal environment of our often
is not guaranteed to all appellants. In summary matters praotten f[ruck_drlvers. . o
least, he advises, an appeal to a full court is available only by AS | said, this scheme is intended to reduce the incidence
leave of either the single judge or the full court itself. Of Speeding amongst heavy vehicles by making the registered
However, this is already the case. For major indictabl@®Wner responsible for repeated speeding incidents. The
matters, as | understand section 50 of the Supreme Court AQPPOSItion recognises that this bill incorporates a staged set
an appeal from a single judge to a full court is and shalPf penalties approved by transport ministers at the Australian
remain under the bill a matter of right. In either case,!ransport Council in November 1977. The hierarchy of
therefore, this bill does not alter or remove an advantagQt'i‘r\?i\"fIes suggested under this legislation is a constructive
which a rich defendant might be able to exploit. However, i@PProach to dealing with this problem, and the opposition
does remove one option which | suspect may have been §tipports the planngd pubhcny campaign so that all sectors of
use to a few defendants who are poor in the financial sensf€ road transport industry will be informed of the changes.
On the other hand, | acknowledge that this bill does not deny Earlier this week | submitted to the minister a number of
aright of appeal. It merely denies a choice in how that appedluestions, rather than concerns, about the practical applica-
can be exercised. If that appeal choice is exercised Vertjon of this legislation. | am pleased to report that | received
infrequently, it may be that removing the right of appeal will & prompt and satisfactory response to those questions. | think
do little if any injustice and may save some public funds. itisimportantthat | read these questions ih@nsard—and

In summary, we are supportive of any measure which cathe minister can read the answers—because concern has been
be demonstrated to reduce the cost of justice or improvexpressed by some of my party colleagues who have taken
access to justice. The Attorney-General believes that this bift great deal of interest in this legislation.
is ‘'simple, sensible and conservative of resources’. It may be My first question is: what happens to a business which, for
all those things as far as the court is concerned, but | araxample, has 30 trucks, 25 of which have broken the law, and
unsure whether the same can be said for litigants, especially facing the prospect of suspension of its vehicles? Presum-
criminal defendants on serious charges who want to take theably, this business cannot do anything about that situation and
case straight to the top. | look forward to a response from th& a worst case scenario would face the possibility of reduced
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business because it has fewer trucks on the road. Is this thead users. This legislation will go some way towards
case? addressing those issues.

Regarding owner operators, | ask whether, presumably, | understand that this will form part of a national program
this category would be hit twice, the first time as the driverthat is being adopted by New South Wales, Victoria and the
with a speeding offence and the second time as the businessmmonwealth, although in slightly different ways. Presum-
owner. With respect to government vehicles, presumablgply, it will become part of an Australia wide program,
government vehicles and buses are subject to this legislatioBecause it is only under those circumstances that it will make
The minister replied ‘Yes. sense. We do not want it to stop at the South Australian

Regarding the issue of the three year rolling period, myhorder: we want it to apply to Western Australia and particu-
question is: why three years; why not six months; and wherarly the territory. | support the second reading, and |
will the business get a clean slate? With respect to demerippreciate the assistance given to my office by the minister’s
points, my question is: | gather that drivers are subject tgtaff who responded promptly to questions put to me by
normal speeding laws and would attract demerit points ifnembers of my caucus.
applicable. Would not a business owner attract demerit
points? The answer to that question, obviously, is that demerit The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: | have some real misgivings
points are attracted to the driver, so the owner would noibout this bill. Before going any further, | must say that the
attract demerit points. That is a fairly obvious answer. minister has been cooperative and reasonable—

When the minister first introduced this bill on 7 July, i The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: As she always is.

the last session, | wrote to a number of organisations. On ) .
20 July, | wrote to the Transport Workers Union, which The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: —as she always is, as the
supported the legislation, and the RAA, which supported i h
with a recommended amendment. The minister has i
corporated in the bill that is now before the parliament th
suggestion made by the RAA.

inister correctly interjects—in dealing with the concerns

at | have raised. | am concerned about this bill for three

Yeasons: first, as a matter of principle it seems to me to be

Sunfair and wrong to visit penalties on people for something

. they have not done. This legislation proposes to take trucks
On 20 July, 1 also wrote to the Law Society, the South ff roads where drivers have committed offences irrespective

Australian Road Transport Association and the Loca f whether the owner is involved or has done all that is

?over%meﬂt AS|S(()3CIatI0n. | h?VAe Just I’?CEIVES a reSpot?]Sr%asonably necessary to prevent speeding offences. | think
rom the Local Sovernment Association. bBecause at, as a matter of principle, it is unfair to impose that on

opposition has decided to support the second reading, | wi wners. My second concern relates to what might happen in

read the Local Government Association’s contribution into ircumstances where you have a capricious or unreasonable
Hansardso that the minister can respond. | understand thaimployee

the minister has a copy of this correspondence. The letter Whilst that might not happen very often—it might be a

states: . ) >
. very rare occurrence—the sanctions imposed, particularly on
We refer to your letter of 20 July 1999 and apologise for the y P b y

delay in responding. The LGA has sought legal advice in relation t& small transport operator, In ha\(lng a tru_ck taken off the
the above mentioned amendment bill. It has been suggested that tfead, could well lead to the financial ruination of the owner
restrictions on heavy vehicles proposed in the bill being applied t@f that truck. My third concern relates to notification of

local government could prove to be very restrictive on the operationgffences. | note that a provision requires the registrar to notify

of council. For example, the situation could arise where, because ;
a series of offences by a particular employee or contractor drivin he owner of each relevant speeding offence pursuant to

aheavy vehicle for council, that vehicle could be taken off the road¢lause 71(e) of the bill. However, there is nothing in the bill
thus prejudicing council’s ability to provide services of either awhich suggests what might occur in the circumstance where

routine or emergency nature. the registrar fails to notify the owner or because of some

_Inparticular, itis suggested that an exemption should be providegircymstance it is not brought to the owner’s attention.
in the legislation to take account of vehicles used for the purposes

of public and community service by a local government authority. It may well be that we have quite innocent owners of
For example, the definition of ‘exempt heavy vehicle’ could includetrucks having quite substantial penalties and effects visited

all heavy vehicles providing community and emergency servicegipon them which could lead ultimately to the demise of the

performed by local government. : . .
There may also be issues arising out of the requirement ihAQusiness and all the consequences associated with it because

council's heavy vehicles be fitted with speed limiting devices if theséf & failure on the part of the registrar to notify. I am not
vehicles are used in any emergency service operations performed BRying that the registrar would not act reasonably in this case

councils. and | am not saying that the registrar might not, in most
| think that local government is in the same situation as th&€ases, get the notifications out, but there have been occasions
government in respect of its vehicles. If the government i§and | know, because | have experienced it) when the
determined to ensure that its vehicles comply with its owrfegistrar has not sent out a registration renewal or a licence
legislation, | fail to see why local government could not also.renewal and, as a consequence, we have had to rely upon my
Perhaps the minister could discuss a little further the issugwn initiative. | have never not renewed on time, but there
involving emergency vehicles. | also note that any aggrieve@re occasions where people can be caught simply as a result
owner is entitled to an internal review of the registrar'sof absence of knowledge. | am very concerned about that.
decision followed by a further right of review by a court. The final issue relates to recalcitrant, capricious or lead-
It seems to me that all contingencies are covered by thifboted employees and how an owner is supposed to deal with
legislation. | welcome it because | am aware from myan employee who has committed a speeding offence. In the
discussions with the TWU at both state and federal level thatituation where an employer has a truck that does not have a
it is very concerned about the pressure put on its workers tepeed limiting devise fitted to it, a second offence will lead
arrive at a destination and their being forced to accept unsafe the truck being taken off the road. One might think, ‘What
work practices for which they can be pinged under the presemtould a proprietor of a trucking business do in that situa-
law. Not only that, they are a danger to themselves and otheion?’
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In order to protect that significant investment (and someors. It is not as if this is something that will happen out of the
of these trucks cost as much as $500 000), one might wondblue without any prior warning to the owner of the company.
about what that owner needs to do to protect that investment. If the person is a bad driver, it presents opportunities for
One might think that an owner in that circumstance mighthe owner to do something about it. If it is a case of an
well be quite rightly entitled to dismiss an employee follow- operator putting pressure on a driver, this bill will flush out
ing a first offence. One would not need to have a greathose sorts of people and probably put some of those
understanding of our laws on wrongful dismissal to underoperations to bed, and deservedly so. | found some of what
stand that, immediately following the dismissal of anthe Hon. Angus Redford said to be quite inconsistent. When
employee in those circumstances by an owner endeavouririgere is no pressure from an operator in terms of impossible
to protect their significant investment, a wrongful dismissalor unrealistic deadlines there would be no reason for a driver
claim would be brought. to disconnect their speedo or the various technological

| know that one of South Australia’s biggest transportSituations intimated by the honourable member. _
operators, Scott Transport, has endeavoured, with some !indicate thatthe Democrats are strong supporters of this
degree of difficulty, to dismiss drivers who have incurred!€gislation. We have been given ample time by the minister
speeding offences. Indeed, | understand that in Victoria th& consider this legislation as Sh? Introducedllt a number of
company caught three drivers who disconnected the speddonths ago. | have received little complaint about the
limiter and that, as a consequence, the drivers were sackg#foposed changes, and the state council of my party has been
With the support of the drivers’ union an application for quite enthusiastic in its response to it. | believe that this is a
reinstatement of employment was lodged which cost tha§ood piece of legislation and | am very pleased to support the
company significant money. second reading.

I would have thought that if we are to impose upon owners The Hon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER
of trucks these significant penalties and this very oneroug '
responsibility then we ought to, at the same time, give the
owners the opportunity to be able to manage and deal with it. |jjGHWAYS (ROAD CLOSURES) AMENDMENT
This bill simply does not do that. | know there is other BILL
legislation in relation to industrial relations that seeks to deal
with issues of wrongful dismissal, and | would have thought  Adjourned debate on second reading.
that we should deal with that first before we visit these (Continued from 29 September. Page 57.)
consequences on owners. | am also informed of situations
where drivers can overcome some of these speed limiting The Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES (Leader of the
devices. | understand there is a device called a ‘whizzer'. Thi®©pposition): The opposition supports the second reading.
whizzer is a pretty simple device which confuses theThe purpose of the bill is to ensure that the state remains in
vehicle’s computer. control of the strategic road network. The other benefit of this

What happens to the owner of a truck who has don®ill is that it creates a level playing field between individual
everything correctly? He has fitted a speed limiting devicdocal council areas. | appreciate the fact that the development
but a driver, for personal reasons, or whatever, decides to u§éthis bill was prompted by a particular council area’s desire
something like a whizzer and, as a consequence, is caugitmove a by-law banning heavy vehicles from arterial roads
speeding two or three times between an Adelaide an¥ithinits council area. While | can understand the council's
Melbourne run? The owner, through absolutely no fault of higoncern about the heavy vehicle route, and | have concerns
own, is required to take the truck off the road. At the end of2bout it as a resident of an area that is affected by this, I do
the day | have some real misgivings about this. | carot think that the problems are necessarily resolved by
understand the minister's sentiments. | also understand thBickdoor changes to council by-laws. _
other states have adopted the practice but, as a matter of Reaffirming the powers of the Commissioner of Highways
principle, | have real misgivings about visiting penalties onin this regard enables the state government to maintain the

owners or third parties for the conduct of others. integrity of the strategic road network. However, local
councils and communities must always be consulted by the

In particular, | have real concerns that we do not give 9 X
owners of trucks the means by which they can address t ate government when determining the strategic road needs
of the state. | was advised this morning by the minister that

problems themselves. They still will be subject to unfalrthe council which intended to move the by-law no longer

dismissal applications and they will be putin a very difficult . . . . ?
e A : : tends to do so. Notwithstanding that, | think that the policy
position if one of their drivers is caught speeding once. Whal[nrinciples at stake are reasonable. | note also that the RAA

? it wi in?
do they do? Do they trust that it will never happen again’ hpupports the bill. I sent it to the Local Government Associa-

they make a mistake or make an error of judgment in trustin on some weeks ago and my office has been in contact with

a truck driver, will they lose their truck and, in the case of a . -
small owner, their livelihood? I urge the government to hav ocal government to get some response. Notwithstanding that,
: he opposition supports the bill.

a serious rethink about this piece of legislation.

secured the
djournment of the debate.

. ) The Hon. J.F. STEFANI secured the adjournment of the
The Hon. SANDRA KANCK: lam rather disappointed qapate.

with the contribution of the Hon. Angus Redford. | see this

bill providing protection to individual drivers. Certainly YUMBARRA CONSERVATION PARK
families do not want their husbands or fathers to be out on the

roads exceeding speed limits so that they can meet impossible The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW (Minister for Transport
deadlines imposed by the owners of the companies. This biland Urban Planning): | move:

contrary to what the Hon. Angus Redford says, provides That this Council requests His Excellency the Governor to make
protection for those people against the cowboy-style opera proclamation under section 43(2) of the National Parks and
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Wildlife Act 1972 that declares that rights of entry, prospecting,application 142/93 is largely contained to enable access for
exploration and mining under the Mining Act 1971 may be acquiredexploration and any future mining to be contingent upon a full EIS
and exercised in respect of that portion of Yumbarra Conservatioas a component of the decision making process.’

Park being section 457, north out of hundreds, County of Way The select committee submitted its report in March 1997 which
(Fowler). included a recommendation in favour of re proclamation.

i ; The motion for re-proclamation does not conform entirely with
| seek leave to incorporate the explanation to the Yumbarr%e recommendations of the select committee. The motion aims to

Conservation Park Proposed Re-proclamation without Myeprociaim the entire area of the central part of the Park without a
reading it. sunset date, and to allow exploration and mining by any qualified
Leave granted. person under the provisions of the Mining Act 1971.
. . .. Aboriginal Significance
This is an opportunity for us to demonstrate how the community ; -
: h h : The explorers in the central part of Yumbarra will need to ensure
and the environment can benefit from best practice environment t they meet the requirements of the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1988,

management that sets and demands high standards of care : ; ;
protection for the natural environment and unlocks new possibilitie§,y or;%?ri(e?l IOHrgrrigg éha 2gi;%%gdé?gggﬁfega\i’ﬁcffdr}ﬁébgulrj\r/'ggtak'ng
for the creation of much needed jobs in this important area of ou nvironmental Management

State. ; Environmental impacts, such as disturbance to the flora and
The re-proclamation of the central part of Yumbarra Conserva; : P » OH . °
una, will be kept to the minimum possible. The area contains

tion Park will not mean that the Conservation Park status is removed? e g h . MO
The only change to that part of Yumbarra Conservation Park will be:¢Vera! significant animal and plant species. The identification of
hese and the avoidance or minimisation of any adverse impacts on

that mineral exploration and mining will be allowed. The overall - . . : >
objectives of managing the Park for conservation will continue adn€m Will need to be determined by the explorer in consultation with
nvironment, Heritage and Aboriginal Affairs.

they have for the other sections of Yumbarra Conservation Par h C .

where mineral exploration and mining access already exist. Environmental obligations, terms and conditions and perform-
Any exploration or mining that occurs in Yumbarra ConservationanceI cnt?_na |mé)(|)Esed| ont_ theL_explorer will be detailed in the

Park as a result of re-proclamation will be intensively managed t& roclamation and Exploration Licence.

minimise any impact on the ecological values of the park and _Mining of any economic resource discovered in the Park will
surrounding region. undergo an environmental impact assessment process. There will be

Many of the species that occur in the area of the mineraf full Environmental Impact Statement as required for major projects
anomaly, within the central part of the Yumbarra Conservation Parkinder the Development Act 1993. . o
also occur in other parts of the park and surrounding reserves.£ Control over exploration, mining and associated activities will
Biological Survey of the Yumbarra Conservation Park was carried® €xercised through the provisions in the terms of the proclamation,
outin 1995, and found that: the terms and conditions attached to an exploration licence under the

The Yumbarra Conservation Park biological survey hasMining Act 1971 and agreed between the Minister for Environment
revealed that the core area of the park covers a very significar@?d Heritage and the Minister for Primary Industries, Natural
north-south and east west biogeographical transition but that thgesources and Regional Development, the terms and conditions
area of geological interest is unlikely to contain any species ofttached to each approval by the Director of Mines for specific
ecological communities not also found 3 to the east or west of th@ctivities; and the terms and conditions of a Mining Lease subject
proposed mineral exploration licence areas. Owens et al., 199%0 the outcome of a future Environmental Impact Statement.

A Biological Survey of Yumbarra Conservation Park, DENR _ Monitoring, management and reporting of the condition of flora,

page 61. fauna and ecosystems of the area explored will be carried out by

Yumbarra Conservation Park is part of a large region ofdualified personnel employed by the explorer and approved by the
continuous mallee, much of it known as the Yellabinna RegionMinister for Environment and Heritage under the supervision of
which provides important links through similar habitats from the topProfessional DEHAA staff. _
of Eyre Peninsula through to Western Australia. Re-proclamation There are a number of measures proposed to ensure exploration
and allowance of mineral exploration will have negligible impact onand mining impacts are minimised and to provide additional on-
the value of the area as part of a larger region of reserves th&0ing management support for the parks and reserves system.

together provide a significant area for species protection and The preparation of a draft management plan under the provisions
evolution. of the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972, for Yumbarra and other

Background reserves in the Yumbarra-Yellabinna region will include such actions

Part of the Yumbarra Conservation Park (now the central portion#iS: ) . . i
was proclaimed in 1968 to conserve what was described by the then A further biological survey of the exploration area in a company
Department of Environment and 4 Natural Resources in 1995, as ‘a funded program prior to exploration and mining;
significant, representative area of the western Eyre Peninsula mallee Environmental audits by PIRSA and DEHAA, of management
ecosystems outside of the dog fence'. performance and condition of the land in the affected area against
The then National Parks Act 1966 prohibited exploration or ~ specified performance criteria and environmental objectives
mining in parks and reserves, and as a result, that original area was Specified in the Exploration Licence,;
proclaimed without provision for exploration under the Mining Act. -+ And the identification and protection of various ecological
The National Parks Act 1966 was repealed and replaced by the associations.
National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972, with provisions for proclama- ~ The allocation of additional resources to DEHAA in the form of
tion by the Governor of rights to explore or mine in a National Parka dedicated Scientific Officer to manage environmental impacts in
or a Conservation Park. However, it was not until 1985 that a shifteserves in the west of the State, will ensure high standards of
in Government policy, under a Labor Government, allowed for theenvironmental responsibility, and provide an important liaison role
first joint proclamation of a park; this was followed in 1986 by the with both the explorers and PIRSA. The development of codes of
Labor Government's decision that all new reserves were to be jointlypractice and rehabilitation techniques for mining activities in the
proclaimed unless there were overriding conservation considerationsallee-covered dune ecosystems in arid areas will be included as a
In 1990 two contiguous areas east and west respectively of thgart of any exploration program.
original Yumbarra Conservation Park were proclaimed, bringing the  And there will be further development of the biological data base
total area of the park to approximately 327 589 hectares. Theder our State’s western mallee region, through baseline and ongoing
additions were proclaimed subject to the 1972 amendments allowingronitoring undertaken by the exploration proponents.
exploration and mining subject to conditions designed to protect th&Vahgunyah
park environment. As a part of the re-proclamation of Yumbarra Conservation Park,
In 1993, on publication of magnetic images showing theWahgunyah Conservation Reserve, which is currently a reserve
magnetic anomaly, a company application was lodged for amnder the Crown Lands Act 1929, will be made a single proclama-
Exploration Licence over land that included approximately 26 00Qion Conservation Park. This will be an estimated 48 600 hectares
hectares of the central portion of the Park. unavailable to mining interests. It will also be a significant upgrade
Select Committee in status and will provide increased management control over this
In April 1996 the House of Assembly established a selectarea of coastal mallee and heath land, which is already a significant
committee ‘to inquire into a proposal for re-proclamation of that areaarea for the local community. From this position, it will be proposed
of Yumbarra Conservation Park within which exploration licencethat the reserve be proclaimed as a Wilderness Protection Area under
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the Wilderness Protection Act 1992. Because this is government The Hon. CARMEL ZOLLO: The opposition supports

which listens to people we will undertake full public consultation this pill, which seeks to increase representation on the
ﬂrlfﬂ;tr%grnyw”demess proclamation proceeding. ministerial advisory board. It is not in anybody’s best

In addition a further section of the Nullarbor National Park will interests to prevent the provision of increased representation
become singly proclaimed to further protect this sensitive aridand expertise on ageing health and associated issues. |

?hne\/ir%?g(teigtllighiz (‘:"t’glél‘?mﬁ]"iﬁ approximately 89 000 hectares fromnderstand that the increased representation on the ministerial
Totaﬁ Gain for thpe Environmengt' advisory board sought in this bill will assist to integrate

The re-proclamation of the central portion of Yumbarra will Services across the ageing area so as to ensure that human
resultin a gain to the overall area of land in the States reserve systeservices and health issues are appropriately represented. The

from which mineral exploration and mining will be excluded. The ; P ; ;
additional areas will amount to approximately 137 600 hectarefovemment currently receives advice in relation to ageing

while the part of Yumbarra Conservation Park being re-proclaimedrom a number of _different advisory bodies with an overlap
to allow mineral exploration and mining access is approximately 10fetween the functions of the group. | assume that the overlap

000 hectares. occurs because of the creation of the Department of Human

Outcomes . ; .
The outcome of re-proclamation and exploration will achieve aSerVIceS, which brought aged care together with health,

balance between environmental, economic and social consideratioféiblic housing and community services.
to ensure that all gain from this proposal to re-proclaim the central The Government believes that it would be better served

part of Yumbarra Conservation Park. | _ . by expanding the membership of the ministerial advisory
The investigation of an extraordinary magnetic geOI-Oglc-alboard to provide a focus for issues affecting the aged through
feature, which may foreshadow a major mineral deposit with P g g g

important economic outcomes for the region and the State, canntite one minister in relation to the areas of health, housing,
be ignored by any responsible government. community care and other areas of concern to older people.

The re-proclamation of the central portion of Yumbarra will | hote the terms of reference of the Ministerial Advisory
provide an opportunity for the people of Ceduna and surroundin

districts for regional economic development and further progres%oard on Ageing, which is a very comprehensive and

State economic development following the successes of the Souttnportant list, with respect to the provision of services to the

Australian Exploration Initiative. Re-proclamation will also provide e

the key to unlocking a host of improved environmental outcomes. A i b f the Statut Authoriti Revi
There will be an overall increase in the area of reserves in the, > _a member 9 e ) atutory Authorities ejv'ew

State without access to mineral exploration or mining as a result SEommittee | am particularly interested to see such a bill. The

this action. In addition, we will establishment a comprehensivecommittee has just completed an inquiry into several issues

management plan for Yumbarra Conservation Park and otheg ncerning government boards and committees, including
reserves of the Yellabinna region and see the further developmen '

of the biological database for our State’s western mallee area. Composition and remuneration. It would be a good case to
Through the further responsible development of the minerafollow in relation to the appointment of an expanded

industry and through collaboration in the development of newcommittee. Issues to be examined include whether reclassifi-

exploration models we will ensure the application of best practice__,. .

environmental management in Yumbarra. All these measuregation would need to occur and what registers would need to

demonstrate this Government’s commitment to both the protectioke consulted to achieve both gender balance and the need for

of the environment and the creation of jobs that will be We|C0meq'epresentation with committee members from a Cu|tura||y

ggﬁ regional and local communities in this important area of OUljiverse background. | understand that there may be some
The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: |also seek leavetotable discussion and consultation concerning the length of service

the draft proclamation. of committee members, and that might be looked at during
Leave granted. the committee stage of the bill. As indicated, the opposition

supports the second reading of this bill.
The Hon. R.R. ROBERTSsecured the adjournment of

the debate. The Hon. T. CROTHERS secured the adjournment of
the debate.
OFFICE FOR THE AGEING (ADVISORY BOARD)
AMENDMENT BILL ADJOURNMENT
Adjourned debate on second reading. At 5.05 p.m. the Council adjourned until Wednesday

(Continued from 30 September. Page 78.) 20 October at 2.15 p.m.



