LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 1227

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL NATIONAL ELECTRICITY MARKET
TheHon. P. HOLL OWAY: My questions are as follows:
Wednesday 4 April 2001 1. Will the Treasurer confirm that the then Liberal

Premier of South Australia Dean Brown signed an agreement
The PRESIDENT (Hon. J.C. Irwin) took the chair at committing South Australia to the principles of competition
2.16 p.m. and read prayers. policy articulated in the report of the national competition
policy review (the so-called Hilmer report) at a COAG
meeting in Hobart on 25 February 19947
LEGISLATIVE REVIEW COMMITTEE 2. Will he confirm that Dean Brown signed the COAG

fill he cont ; <
The Hon. A.J. REDEORD: | lay on the table the 14th COMPetition principles agreement on 11 April 1995°

report of the committee and move: The Hon. L.H. Davis interjecting:
P ) TheHon. P. HOLL OWAY: Just listen. Further:

That the report be read. 3. Will he confirm that the competition policy agreement,

. . section 4.1 under the heading ‘Structural reform of public
Motion carried. monopolies’ states:

TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: | lay on the table the 15th Each party is free to determine its own agenda for the reform of

report of the committee. public monopolies.
4. Further, will the Treasurer confirm that South Australia
GAMBLING REFORM took the role of lead negotiator in relation to the legislation

required to establish the national electricity market and that
TheHon. R.I. LUCAS(Treasurer): | seek leave to table the Electricity Act of 1996 provides the underlying regulatory
a copy of a ministerial statement on the subject of gamblingupport for the national electricity market in South Australia?
reform made in another place by the Premier. 5. Why therefore is the Treasurer, and his Premier,
seeking to rewrite history about the role of the Liberal
government in relation to electricity reform? In particular,
why does the latest issue (the March issuetatfe Update—
QUESTION TIME Members interjecting:
The PRESIDENT: Order!
TheHon. P. HOLL OWAY: —under the heading ‘Time
GOODSAND SERVICES TAX to review national electricity market' contain the following

misleading statement:
The Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES (Leader of the STﬁad t_gslale te.. ot blished in the eatly 1990
Opposition): | seek leave to make a brief explanation befor e hational electricity market was established in the early 1990s

- . . the Keating federal government—
asking the Treasurer a question about the GST and hospitals, . nd gov
It'is right up to there—
Leave granted.

in conjunction with other state governments, including the Bannon-
TheHon. CAROLYN PICKLES: On radio today the Arnold government in South Australia.

Minister for Human Services said that his department hadyuite wrong, quite misleading, quite deceitful.

been talking to hospitals about taking out SAFA loans Members interjecting:

because of a $10 million cash flow crisis created by the GST. The PRESIDENT: Order!

Given statements by the Minister for Human Services tothe  The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: My questions are: who is

estimates committee on 21 June 2000 that Treasury woul@sponsible for this deceitful propaganda? How much did it

compensate health services for the cost of implementing theost to produce and how widely has it been distributed?

GST, what_requestdld the minister makg to _the Treasurt_erfor TheHon. R.I. LUCAS (Treasurer): The only people

extra fundl_ng to meet the cash flow crisis in our hospltal.':fesponsib|e for deceit and propaganda are the Hon. Mr

before asking hospitals to take out loans? Holloway and his colleagues within the Labor opposition in
TheHon. R.I. LUCAS(Treasurer): As | understood it, South Australia. Labor Party members in South Australia are

the minister had indicated that hospitals were not being asketesperately trying to rid themselves of the tag of the govern-

to take out loans with the private sector, which, as | underment that brought in the essential foundations of the national

stand, was the allegation being made yesterday. The honowlectricity market. | do not know why they are desperately

able member is now raising a question about SAFA loans. trying to get away from the fact that they brought in—

certainly need to take advice on that but, in relation to The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting:

requests for funding assistance, all ministers, as | am sure all The PRESIDENT: Order, the Hon. Mr Holloway!

members would acknowledge, go in to bat fearlessly for their TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: —the essential foundations of the

portfolio areas, and ultimately all ministers accept thenational electricity market. The government has been quite

decisions of their colleagues and their peers in cabinet or inpen about this.

the ministry about the decisions that governments take. That The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting:

is the way governments run budgets. It is the only way in The PRESIDENT: Order! The honourable member has

which you can run the business of running the state. You havasked his question.

a process where everyone obviously acts on behalf of their TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: We have acknowledged the

portfolio. They then come together and collectively we makdeading role that Prime Minister Keating, Premier Bannon

decisions and collectively we accept the responsibility for alllnd Premier Arnold took in relation to the national electricity

those decisions, and the Minister for Human Services is imarket.

exactly that position. TheHon. P. Holloway: You are still telling lies.

Leave granted.
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The PRESIDENT: Order! The PRESIDENT: Order, Mr Holloway!
TheHon.R.I.LUCAS: We have also conceded that TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: Who was the senior minister in
Liberal governments— Lynn Arnold’s government at the time? Mike Rann. Who was

The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting: the senior policy adviser to Lynn Arnold when he signed off
The PRESIDENT: Order! The Hon. Mr Holloway is out  this communique?
of order. TheHon. L.H. Davis: Kevin Foley.

TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: We have conceded that Liberal ~ TheHon. R.I.LUCAS: Kevin Foley was the senior
governments, federal and state, have also supported tipelicy adviser to Lynn Arnold, the Premier, when he signed
national electricity market. We have not tried to shirk our rolethis communique which gives effect to their decision (a Labor
in this. We have followed the lead of Labor governmentsPremier and a Labor Prime Minister) to implement a
federal and state, and we openly acknowledge that state andmpetitive electricity supply—
federal Liberal governments have supported it. The Hon. Mr - Members interjecting:

Holloway is so desperate to wash his hands of the leading The PRESIDENT: Order!
role that federal and state Labor governments took, butletme TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: They are desperate.
remind the Deputy Leader of the Opposition of the facts of  The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting:

the situation. S The PRESIDENT: Order! Next time | will warn the
The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting: Hon. Paul Holloway.
The PRESIDENT: Order! The Hon. Mr Holloway will The Hon. Sandra Kanck interjecting:

listen to the answer. ThePRESIDENT: Order! Does the Hon. Sandra Kanck

TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: The national electricity market \yant to question that?
was started by federal and state Labor governments under The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: They are absolutely desperate to
Prime Minister Keating and Premier Bannon. The concept Ofyash their hands of their responsibility and their leadership
the national electricity market originated at a Speciakge in the establishment of the national electricity market. |
Premiers’ Conference in October 1990 under Prime Ministef,4ye one final quote from Premier Arnold. Kevin Foley was

Keating and Premier Bannon. What happened after that? Thgtoyiding him with advice before he signed this communigue.

was1990. He was a senior policy adviser, and he advised Lynn Arnold
Membersmterjectl.ng. | to sign this communique which came out of the Premier’s
The PRESIDENT: Order! conference in June 1993. He told Lynn Arnold that he had to

TheHon. Fé;lbl_Al(J;CAS: What hhjp?t?ned after\]that?lggegre sign this document, which states that the premiers:
was a critica meeting in Melbourne in June ’ ... reconfirmed the objective of competitive generation as

TheHon. L.H. Davis: Doesn’t the Hon. Paul Holloway ¢pyisaged in the national grid protocol noting that this will involve

look terrific when he is angry? merit or dispatch of individual generators to ensure that the most cost
The PRESIDENT: Order, the Hon. Mr Davis! effective generation is dispatched and to enable private sector
Members interjecting: generation to compete on equal terms.
The PRESIDENT: Order! | have called for order. This is an absolutely fundamental plank to the way in which

TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: Let us listen to this. The Labor the national electricity market is operating at the moment. It
Party is desperate not to hear this part of the response. i& an absolutely fundamental principle advised by Kevin
critical COAG meeting was held in June 1993 in Melbourne Foley. Kevin Foley advised Premier Arnold to sign this
and that meeting issued the following communique under theritical communique confirming the decision that Premier

heading, ‘Electricity industry reform’: Arnold and Prime Minister Keating had taken. He was
Since the National Grid Management Council was establishe@dvised by Mike Rann, a senior minister of the cabinet at that

in July 1991— time. Now we have the Hon. Mr Holloway trying to pretend
Members interjecting; that they had no responsibility at all for the national electrici-

TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: They don'twant to hear this, do ty market. The people of South Australia will not believe
they? They are desperate not to hear this. Let us listen to thdike Rann, they will not believe Kevin Foley, and they will
Labor communique, as follows: not believe the Hon. Mr Holloway.

Since the National Grid Management Council was established
in July 1991, relevant heads of government have extensively HOUSING, NEW

considered the arrangements necessary to give effect to their )
decision— TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: | seek leave to make a brief

past tense— explanation before asking the Treasurer a question about the
to implement a competitive electricity supply industry in eastern anéiownturn in the number of new housing applications in South

southern Australia. The Prime Minister, the premiers of New Soutfiustralia.
Wales, Victoria, Queensland and South Australia, and the Chief Leave granted.

Minister of the ACT agreed— TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: There was an increase—
past tense— An honourable member interjecting:

to have the necessary structural changes put in place to allow a TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: Well, | will start off with a
competitive electricity market to commence as recommended by thgositive, then. There was an increase in applications for

NGMC from 1 July 1995. housing in South Australia in the lead-up to the GST in the
Who signed that communique off? financial year 1999-2000 but, since the introduction of the
The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting: GST, the blip that the increase in new applications caused in

TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: No. Who signed that communi- that financial year has by all commentators’ assessments led
gue off in June 19937 It was signed off by Labor Premierto a downturn in applications for the year 2000-01.
Lynn Arnold. South Australia seems to be in the same position as the
The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting: other states; it is only a matter of what figure applies to this
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downturn in applications, which is being increasingly felthave a second $7000 increment being paid for construction
throughout the community, particularly by the timber industryof new houses up until December only of this year. Again, |
in the South-East. My questions to the Treasurer are: do not have the figures with me but will be happy to try to

1. What is the true picture of the housing industry inobtain them. | am told that in all states there has been an
South Australia in relation to housing applications, as thenormous response in terms of applications.

figures that I.have seen and heard are conflicting? Whilst there was an impact late last year because of the
2. What impact will the downturn have on budget national downturn and because of some of the implications,
expectations for 2000-017? one suspects, of all that was occurring in the economy, partly

3. What impact has the downturn had on the timbefas a result of national tax reform, that downturn was affecting
industry in South Australia; in particular, in the South-Easthot only the timber industry but the related housing industry
TheHon. R.I. LUCAS(Treasurer): | am happy to take in South Australia. The initial views are that there might be
aspects of those questions on notice and seek a more detailgdsery quick turnaround of that, particularly the quite
response for the honourable member. There is no doubt thedstrictive provisions on the second $7000 grant.
there has been some impact as a result of the introduction of | il need to check, but there is a 60 day provision now,

national tax reform. o | think, and you have to commence the work within six
An honourable member interjecting: _ months. | will correct the record in bringing back the reply
TheHon. R.I.LUCAS: Well, the GST and national tax aphout what the restrictions are for the second $7000 grant.

are aspects of national tax reform other than the GST, suGationally to that scheme.

as the First Home Owners grant and the recent decisions aq we look at the impact on the timber industry in the

Wh'Ch' as part O.f the national tax fe_f°fm package, haves,ih-East and generally, we will need to look at what has

impacted in varying ways on the housing industry. occurred over the past six to nine months. We hope that it
An honourable member interjecting: . . will not be a forecaster for what is going to happen for the
TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: They have, andin varyingways, neyt six to nine months, because we would hope to see, as a

because the first home owners has actually been a positiygg, of the $14 000 grant, a significant boost to our housing

scheme, and | seek to highlight that and will provide furtheny o et particularly in states such as South Australia, where

detail. The discussions that we had last Friday with Treasuis14 000 on a house and land package actually means

ers from the other states were interesting. The ge”er‘%'omething. Treasurer Egan from New South Wales was
consensus was that there had been an enormous pull forwagdjing me that the average house in Sydney costs just under
before 1 July last year in terms of housing. Some of thes>54 000, | said, “You all ought to move to Adelaide, because

Treasurers and their officers were putting the view that somgq , ~ould buy yourself a pretty good house in the eastern/
of the decisions people took were those that they might late! 1h-eastern suburbs for some of the prices you are paying

have regretted. a long way away from the CBD in Sydney.’
That tremendous pull forward in demand sent the costs for gway y yeney:

contractors and specialist workers within the building
industry through the roof. At the same time we also had AMUSEMENT RIDES

complications with the Olympics, in that many of the  TheHon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER: | seek leave to
contractors were heading to Sydney rather than staying ifyake a brief explanation before asking the Minister for

their various states. _ Workplace Relations a question about amusement devices.
Anecdotally, | heard figures quoted of bid rates of $400 Leave granted

per 1000 up to $1200 or $1500 per 1000 bricks being laid ,
during that period, and some people, in bringing it forward TheHon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER: A recent news

to try to avoid what they saw as being the impact of the GSTrelease by the shadow minister for industrial affairs, Michael

ended up paying significantly more on the bottom Iineerght, claims that until 1995 an Australian standard relating

: ; - amusement devices applied in South Australia. Mr Wright

%%Clilif; i?\fttkt]:tlgg:ﬁiied costs working their way through tr}cgaims that the standards were dumped in 1995 by the present

Since then, we have had the introduction of the Firsgovernment. My questlgns are.
Home Owners scheme. | am advised that, as at the end of 1- IS MrWright's claim about the standards correct?
January, in South Australia some 9500 applications had been 2. What steps is the government taking to address the
received for the First Home Owners grant and about 840@bVious public concern with regard to safety of amusement
applications had been approved and paid, the total cost of theevices?
scheme being just under $60 million. So, those grants have TheHon. R.D. LAWSON (Minister for Workplace
certainly been paid out into the industry. Relations): | did see the reports attributed to both Michael

The big issue that the federal government recognisedVright, the shadow minister for industrial affairs, and the
albeit belatedly, although | do not have the exact percentagégeader of the Opposition concerning the Australian standard
is that in South Australia (as well as nationally) well over 90for amusement rides. Contrary to their claims, so far as my
per cent of the First Home Owners grants were being paid ttesearch has been able to indicate the Australian standard for
couples who were buying established residences, and a smafhusement rides has never applied in this state.
percentage was going to the construction market to build new Prior to 1995, amusement devices were covered by the
homes. Places of Public Entertainment Act and researchers reveal

As members know, for some six months toward the endhat there was no standard adopted under that legislation in
of last year, the housing industry lobbied the federal governany formal sense. Mr Wright went on to claim that the
ment. We supported it, and we were very pleased to see théberal government failed to make amusement rides stand-
Prime Minister listening to the views of the community andards law in this state when the regulations were consolidated
making a change in relation to the scheme so that we nom 1999, that is, when amusement rides came under the
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control of the occupational health, safety and welfareable. This government is determined to ensure that we have

legislation. a safer regime for amusement devices.
The reason they did not was that the Labor Ministers’
Council, comprising Ministers for Industrial Affairs around UNEMPLOYMENT

the country of all political persuasions, resolved that it would ]

be inappropriate to call up standards generally because of the TheHon. M.J. ELLIOTT: | seek leave to make a brief
confusion that they can cause in the regulatory regimeeXplanation before asking the Treasurer a question about
Standards are not drawn like regulations: they incorporaténemployment figures in South Australia.

other documents and standards and refer to non-government Leave granted. )
instruments and the like. TheHon.M.J. ELLIOTT: Yestel’day, In answer to a

The view—and in my view the entire]y correct view— question from the Hon. Legh DaViS, the Treasurer said (and
taken by Labor ministers was that regulations ought to laj€ was talking about unemployment in South Australia at the
down requirements that citizens are required to comply withtime when his government was elected) as follows:
that they should be readily accessible, that they should be To be talking about that 12 per cent having been reduced to just
able to be consulted in some public and accessible form, arﬂﬁ’zhgloli’% gﬁ'};‘ ht;‘;';ﬁ/etpgégﬁ téﬁﬁecégﬁgﬁgliﬂgmp@;ﬁgﬁ:te
that people should not be prosecuted for breaches of wh R ; '
essentially are private instrﬁments and instruments that ar%(g rtainly in the past (I am guessing here) seven to 10 years—

very often not easily available. It was for that reason that thd/nen one looks at the Australian and South Australian trend
standard was not called up at that time. unemployment figures produced by the ABS, does the

The provision in the occupational health and SafetyTreasurer acknowledge that when this government was

legislation in any event is one that enables standards to gected in South Australia the unemployment rate was
called up as merely ‘codes of practice’. The breach of such1-1 per centbutis now 7.4 per cent; that the national figures

a standard is not an offence. However, it does make it a littl&/ere 10.7 per centand are now 6.8 per cent; and that the gap

easier in certain circumstances to secure a conviction /@S 0-4 per centand is now 0.6 per cent?
somebody is prosecuted. ~ TheHon. L.H. Davis: Are you talking about trend

I happen to take the view that it is better that regulationd!gures? ,
of this kind be specific regulations set out in a form that is_ TheHon. M.J. ELLIOTT: The trend figures because, as
readily understandable and brought before the parliamef€ honourable member knows, the monthly figures are
either as legislation where it can be debated or as regulatidighly unreliable because of the way in which they are
where it can be disallowed upon the resolution of eitheFOllected. The trend figures are by far the most reliable.
house. The Hon. L.H. Davis interjecting:

As | recent'y announced, we have undertaken a review Of_ ThePRESIDENT: Order! It is not a debate: it is queStion
the regulations relating to amusement devices in this state. Afhe-
the present time, there are no specific regulations relating to TheHon.M.J.ELLIOTT: Does the Treasurer also
amusement devices. However, in the occupational health ar$knowledge that the employment participation rate in South
safety legislation ‘plant’ is defined to include amusementAustralia when this government was elected at the end of
devices. Therefore, amusement devices are included with993 was 61.4 per cent and has now declined to 60.0 per cent,
cranes, items of machinery’ scaff0|ding’ ladders and all th@ deC.“ne of 1.4 per cent, whilst the national partICIpatlon rate
rest, but there are no specific provisions. has risen from 63.2 per cent to 63.5 per cent?

As a result of recommendations received from Workplace Membersinterjecting:
Services, | have announced that we will introduce regulations TheHon.M.J. ELLIOTT: | am not happy you guys have
which specifically address a number of the items which aré&tuffed up; no.
referred to in the standard but not specifically addressed. For Membersinterjecting:
example, there will be a requirement that all amusement TheHon. R.I. LUCAS (Treasurer): | was waiting for
devices be regularly inspected by a qualified engineer ghe punch line.
chartered status—and | think that this highlights the differ- Membersinterjecting:
ence between a regulation and a standard. A standard, for The PRESIDENT: Order!
example, requires inspections by what it defines as ‘a TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: The honourable member should
competent person’, but it specifies no particular qualificationgot be using such unparliamentary language and | ask him to
or experience—simply a competent person. Our regulationithdraw and apologise.
will specify the qualifications and experience by referenceto The PRESIDENT: | ask the Hon. Mr Elliott to withdraw.
an accredited professional standard. An honourable member interjecting:

We will impose requirements for compulsory public risk ~ TheHon. M.J. ELLIOTT: Truth has nothing to do with
insurance. No such regulations currently exist, nor do anit. Mr President, | withdraw and apologise.
standards exist in the Australian standards. We will also TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: As gracious as ever, | accept the
require that the manufacturers’ requirements relating to theonourable member’s apology and will not hold against the
non-destructive testing of components of amusement devicésader of the Democrats his intemperate language in question
be complied with, upon pain of prosecution if they are not.time. That sort of language is a very poor example for those

Contrary to the grandstanding of the Labor Party on thisvho observe question time, | would have thought.
issue, simply seeking to call up the standard, the government It will not surprise members that | do not carry around
will pursue a tougher regulatory regime. | am not dismissingvith me an encyclopaedic knowledge of monthly trend
the Australian standard. | think that the Australian standardijgures going back to 1993. However, | am very happy to
in so far as it goes as a code of practice, is reasonable, ahdve the question raised by the honourable member checked
that will be called up as a code of practice. Howeverby officers and bring back a reply. What | will say—
superimposed upon it will be regulations which are enforce- Members interjecting:
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The PRESIDENT: Order! patronage of Football Park services to Port Power matches

TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: —is that the figure of 12 per cent last year averaged about 700, but last Saturday night 1 400
or 12.3 per cent, which was the peak of unemployment undgrassengers arrived by the footy express service, which is
the previous Labor government, and | think 42 per cent talouble the average of last year and which is a terrific result
44 per cent youth unemployment, were figures achieved—ifor the first time the service has operated.
I can use that word advisedly—by Mike Rann and the Saturday nightis never the most popular night at football.
Bannon government in the last year or two of their govern-The afternoons certainly have proven to be so in the past and
ment. Again, | will have those dates checked. It was soméwould expect that to be the case in the future, and we would
time in 1992 or 1993 but I certainly want to check which gain more at those times. | am told by the Passenger Trans-
month of the year the Leader of the Democrats has selectegort Board that, after it had contacted all service providers,
| remember the big debate at the time as to whether theo passenger was left stranded and no passenger missed the
December 1993 or the January 1994 figure was used as theginning of the match. | am also informed that there is to be
starting date for comparisons of the Labor and Liberah meeting between the PTB and the service providers this
government performances on unemployment. The critics ofieek to ensure that they can prepare for fluctuating demand,
the government used one month (I do not recall which one iand the plan at this stage is that every service provider will
was) and the government preferred to use a different montinave drivers and vehicles on stand-by each week to respond

Having had much more experience with the statistics thato changes in demand.
the Leader of the Australian Democrats, and whilst | would  Directly in response to the honourable member’s question,
have to bow to the Hon. Mr Elliott's self-proclaimed | have been advised that there are 19 destinations, including
expertise and knowledge in virtually every other area ofGawler; and that 67 stops are made overall, including four
government and human endeavour, | believe there is at leafsom Gawler. From the feedback that | have heard on 5AA
one minor area where | can indicate that perhaps | havia particular, but als@\dvertiser articles, there may well be
marginally more knowledge than he has. | am aware that theeed for more stops, although we would not want that to
particular month you pick does have some impact on the stomnean that we were not able to provide an express service.
that you might be able to tell on this issue and, indeed, ofhere may have to be some compromise, but we will
anything else. | am happy to take the member’s question oeertainly look at the issue.

notice and bring back a reply as quickly as | can. | have had some feedback from one passenger from
Aldgate that | want to mention for the record. She was
FOOTY EXPRESSBUS SERVICE particularly thrilled with the service and said:

. . Itis the first time in 35 years that | have caught the bus and the
TheHon. J.SL. DAWKINS: | seek leave to make a brief first time that | have arrived relaxed for a match at Football Park.

explanation prior to asking the Minister for Transport andG
Urban Planning a question in relation to the footy express bus
service.

Leave granted.

TheHon. J.SL. DAWKINS: | have in the past frequent-
ly used the footy express bus service from Gawler to atten
Adelaide Crows matches at Football Park. This experienc
as well as feedback from other passengers, caused me
make successful representations regarding alterations to t 8
route of the Gawler Footy Express service. Footy express b 3
services operated for the first time in 2001 last Saturday

evening for the Port Power and Brisbane Bears match. TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: | have a supplementary

TheHon. R.R. Roberts: Did you go? question. Is it right that, after waiting for 35 years for that
TheHon. J.SL. DAWKINS: No, I did not go. Subse- s two arrived at the same time?

quent radio and newspaper reports indicated overwhelming

support for the express bus services and the new bus terminal SCHOOLS, ENERGY DRINKS

at Football Park. | understand that the main complaint was

that there were not enough passenger collection points and The Hon. CARMEL ZOLLO: | seek leave to make a
services overall. My question is: is an assessment being ma#eief explanation before asking the Treasurer, representing
of the operation of the new footy express services followinghe Minister for Education and Children’s Services, a
the launch of the initiative last Saturday night with a view toquestion about energy drinks in schools.

enerally that is the overall experience, without the hassles—
TheHon. J.SL. Dawkins interjecting:
TheHon. DIANA LAIDLAW: Yes. My nice letters file,
as | have said before, will always be thin but they are
recious letters, and that one will be inserted. Generally
eople are thrilled not to have all the hassles of car parking
nd walking. Certainly, as more and more people catch the
s, we will see less pressure on the residents and less
rking in the residential streets, which is an important
nsideration also.

providing more buses in the future? Leave granted.

TheHon. DIANA LAIDLAW (Minister for Transport TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: Having prepared this
and Urban Planning): Yes— question a while ago, | was pleased to hear the notice of
The Hon. R.R. Robertsinterjecting: motion by the Hon. Mike Elliott yesterday in relation to
The PRESIDENT: Order, the Hon. Ron Roberts! caffeine in drinks. Members may be familiar with a relatively

TheHon. DIANA LAIDLAW: | have heard that the Port new range of beverages described as energy drinks, such as
players and supporters are suggesting that the bus will hared Bull, V Vitalise and Life Plus, which claim to be
to leave earlier next week rather than after the match, becaugeveloped especially for times of increased stress and strain.
Crows supporters will be wishing to leave the match earlyThe drinks, manufactured in New Zealand, are widely
However, as a Crows’ supporter | will be there to the endavailable by import to South Australia as dietary supple-
and hopefully cheering and winning. | thank the Hon.ments. They are strongly marketed to young people with what
Mr Dawkins for his longstanding interest in the footy expresd am informed is sexy, hip advertising, often invoking the
and for his question today. | am really pleased to advise thainagery of the youth rave subculture to attract buyers.
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Energy drinks are non-alcoholic beverages that are TheHon. T.G. Roberts: It started in South Australia.
characterised by the addition of a number of so-called energy- TheHon. Caroline Schaefer: Yes, it did, with the
enhancing ingredients including caffeine and/or guarana—Bannon government.
herbal source of caffeine—and usually a selection of various TheHon. L.H. DAVIS: It did start in South Australia
vitamins and minerals, as well as amino acids such as taurinkeack in 1991, but that is another story. The South Australian
These drinks are considered foods rather than therapeut@entre for Economic Studies, which is very well respected
goods and are regulated under the New Zealand Food Act bobt only at a state level but nationally, puts out a regular
not under the Australian Food Standards Code. Theseview on the Australian economy and the South Australian
products are primarily imported to Australia from New economy. Last week | understand it issued a quarterly survey
Zealand under the Trans-Tasman Mutual Recognitiomn the South Australian economy. My questions are:
Agreement. 1. Has the Treasurer had a chance to assess this report

The Australian Food Standards Code restricts the additiofiom the South Australian Centre for Economic Studies?
of caffeine to soft drinks, flavoured cordials and flavoured 2. Is he in a position to advise the Council as to whether
syrups. The total caffeine content must not exceedhe assessmentfrom the South Australian Centre for Econom-
145 milligrams per kilogram or 36 milligrams per 250 ic Studies accords with the assessment from his own Treasury
millilitre serve in the drink as consumed. The code does nobfficers?
prescribe limits for naturally occurring caffeine in food, for ~ TheHon. R.I. LUCAS (Treasurer): It is disappointing
example, tea, coffee and guarana. In New Zealand, caffeirte see that, when the South Australian Centre for Economic
may be added to any soft drink, and a maximum level ofStudies produces a report which, in terms of the national and
200 milligrams per kilogram is prescribed. It is also allowedSouth Australian context is, | would have thought, relatively
as flavouring in any other non-alcoholic beverage whergositive, sadly, it does not seem to get much publicity in the
flavourings are permitted, with no maximum level prescribedSouth Australian media. The only way of getting guaranteed

For members’ information, | advise that a range of theseénedia coverage is by canning both the Australian and the
energy or smart drinks is sold at the Blue Room in thisSouth Australian economy: then one gets guaranteed headline
building. The beverages claim to have 80 milligrams peicoverage or prominent coverage in the electronic media. The
250 millilitres of caffeine, which is more than twice the level pleasing thing from the point of view of the Australian
allowed for Australian-made soft drinks. The products claimeconomy is the centre’s assessment that a recession in the
to give a fast ballistic boost of clear-headed, long-lastingAustralian economy is unlikely. The report states:
energy. Perhaps someone is trying to give members a ‘Talk of a recession is premature’, said Associate Professor Owen
message. Covick . . ‘The true underlying situation of the Australian economy

On a more serious note, | understand that one of thed@ far better than indicated by the various headline data in the past

drink iated with th lained dd month or so; and far better than many in the community seem to
energy drinks was assoclated with the unexplained, suddghl,: This js also true of the South Australian economy’, he said.

death syndrome of a student in Ireland and, as a result, . L .
Dublin jury has recommended research into stimulantdrinks\;‘e/hIISt those who have been predicting a recession get

The university student collapsed and died during a basketb ominent coverage, commentators such as the centre, which
match last November after consuming three cans of ener S “F99d caution in terms of hurrying into .judgments
drinks with friends. In another case, two Californian high. ollectively th_at the nation and the state are_rushlng headlpng
schools have banned energy drinks from their campuses aftyo & recession, pﬁrha%s ought to be cauflous and not glvefn
two student athletes fainted and remained unconscious forc_Prominence that they de_serve, at least in terms o
several minutes and were taken to hospital. In Australia, th alancing the debate. No-one is suggesting that those who

death a 25-year old Western Australian woman has also be Ve a dlffer_ent view should not _be _covere_d. On the other
associated with the consumption of energy drinks. M and, regarding those who are indicating their concerns about

auesions o he miste are
1. Given the high caffeine levels in these products, do an 99 P 9 ' P

South Australian primary or secondary schools sell anyurther: )
beverages known as energy or smart drinks? arcel the recenthperf?rrr:\ance of }he South Au_srt]ralllan econorrrly
he department or anv school have policiedrdey mirrored that of the national economy, with slower growt
2. Does the dep y p Since the middle of last year due to the downturn in home building

prohibiting or restricting these drinks? activity and the weakening of consumer and business confidence.
3. Have any reports of adverse effects associated with thBut there are already clear indications that the downturn will be
consumption of energy drinks been made? short lived’, he said.

4. Will the minister seek to limit the availability of such This is in relation to South Australia. Further:

drinks pending further research into their effects on children? ‘The decline in home building activities has clearly bottomed. . .
TheHon. R.I. LUCAS (Treasurer): | will refer the  retail sales and new motor vehicle sales were up in the December

honourable member’s question to the minister and bring bac?é‘ta”er' More recent data indicate that some weakness remains in

ail sales—
areply.

although I think there have been more recent retail sales—
STATE ECONOMY The Hon. L.H. Davis interjecting:
TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: —yes—since this bulletin was
TheHon. L.H. DAVIS: | seek leave to make an explan- put out, but at the time this was put out there had been some
ation before asking the Treasurer a question on the subject vfeakness in retail sales. It continues:
the South Australian economy. ...and in new capital expenditure by business, but the cuts in
Leave granted. interest rates in January and February together with the build up of

. more positive news on the economy should prevent a further slide
TheHon. L.H. DAVIS: There has been some CommenFand help to turn these negatives around. Notably, the downturn in

in the media recently about the global slowdown in economiGgyertised new job vacancies in South Australia in the past few
growth and the likely impact— months has been considerably less than in all other mainland states.
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Despite those falls, vacancies remain at a level well above thwill have to close if there is no extra funding. This will

average of the past 10 years'— further burden other counselling services.

says Professor Covick and the South Australian Centre for The 1997 policy of the Liberal Party, calldREbuilding

Economic Studies. South Australia: A Focus on Family and Community
TheHon. L.H. Davis: Mike Elliott is still not smiling. Services, promoted the creation of a men’s information

TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: Good news will never make the service. Four years later we have a service struggling to keep
Hon. Mr Elliott smile. | will not take up too much of question Up with demand, with little support from a government that
time by going into the full detail of the centre’s report. | advocated such a service. My questions to the minister are:
recommend it to the harbingers of doom and gloom who 1. When will the men’s health policy be completed?
prevail around Parliament House. 2. What funding arrangement is the minister considering

TheHon. Caroline Schaefer: The ruinisms. for the Men’s Information and Support Centre?

TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: The ruinisms, as Tony Abbott 3. Considering the valuable contribution the service
would say. | refer the researchers who work for the Australiamakes, will the minister guarantee government support and
Democrats and the Australian Labor Party to Professofunding for the service’s future?

Covick’s report and some of the recent reports that Access 4. Given the budget and staff restrictions of the service,
Economics and others have done in relation to the relativill the minister provide support and advice to help develop

performance of the South Australian economy. the service’s application for commonwealth funding so as to
comply with funding requirements?
MEN'SHEALTH 5. Does the Minister acknowledge the Men’s Information

and Support Centre’s cost effectiveness and invaluable role
s an information and counselling service to the men of South
ustralia?
TheHon. DIANA LAIDLAW (Minister for Transport
and Urban Planning): | will refer the honourable member’s
question to the minister and bring back a reply, but | would
add a history to this matter. | recall that it was through the

TheHon. SANDRA KANCK: | seek leave to make an
explanation before asking the Minister for Transport an
Urban Planning, representing the Minister for Human
Services, questions regarding funding of the Men’s Informa
tion and Support Centre.

Leave granted.

Members interjecting: Women’s Council of the Liberal Party that the issue was first
The PRESIDENT: Order! advanced, and certainly the council was the champion of the
The Hon. RR. Robertsinterjecting: measure. It was then put through the State Council of the
The PRESIDENT: Order, the Hon. Ron Roberts! Liberal Party and adopted in policy.

TheHon. SANDRA KANCK: This week is Men’'s | have met with the volunteers in the past and have

Awareness Week, which is designed to raise awareness ehcouraged their success in gaining more accommodation.
issues affecting men with regard to their physical, mental antthey have also been in contact with the Women'’s Informa-
social health. Itis not generally acknowledged that men havgon Service, based in Railway Arcade in Roma Mitchell
poorer health outcomes than women. This has been attributefbuse. That service, which has been funded for some 30
to men themselves being notoriously bad at attending to thejfears, is enjoying a new lease on life with the shopfront of
needs due to a perception that it is wimpy or soft to seek heliNorth Terrace opposite the Railway Station. Itis an outstand-
It has also been documented that men tend not to addregy model and one that the men’s information service would
emotional and social problems until it is too late. seek to adopt.

This is often reflected in domestic violence, alcohol or  However, it did take the women 30 years to get there! | am
drug abuse and the onset of mental illness. In 1984, the Mengot necessarily recommending such a long course for the
Contact and Resource Centre began, with the aim of providnen. We know that the model works in terms of women, and
ing men ‘with some direction and support in a rapidly and| would encourage the men to keep working within the
profoundly changing world,” and is arguably the longest-resources they have to provide the service. As most volunteer
running men’s support organisation in Australia. services would know, you cannot always meet all expecta-

It operates on a shoestring budget and on the commitmetibns, especially when there is a lot of demand in the
of volunteers, many of whom have themselves suffered somgommunity. It does not mean that you give up when times are
personal life crisis. It is now called the Men'’s Information difficult.
and Support Centre, and it offers a counselling service for | do not know what funds are available within the health
men in need. budget, but | do know that most of the calls are to support the

The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting: hospital services. | also expect that if we keep people out of

The Hon. SANDRA KANCK: It most certainly does. It hospitals, such as by this counselling method, we can
receives up to 60 calls a day and conducts workshops amitimately limit the demands on the more professional health
building better relationships, on anger management, on sexusdrvices and hospitals. So, there is an enormous benefit in the
abuse and on health care, to name a few. It is a safety net farork undertaken by the men’s information service, and | will
the men who fall through the cracks in the system, especiallgass on the honourable member’s question to the minister and
the mental health system. The service is one of a kind i8eek to obtain a prompt reply.

South Australia, yet it receives minimal funding from the
government. INDUSTRY LICENCE CARDS

The government has stated that no new funding will be
forthcoming until the men’s health policy has been com- TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: | seek leave to make a brief
pleted. Unfortunately, this could mean the end of a valuablexplanation before asking the Minister for Consumer Affairs
service. The service has enough money for the rent, phon@sguestion about industry licence cards.
and administration costs until July, after which time the doors Leave granted.
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TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: Last year the Office of BORRIKA INSTITUTE
Consumer and Business Affairs introduced a new and more
secure and effective identity licence card for electricians, TheHon. DIANA LAIDLAW (Minister for Transport
builders, plumbers and gasfitters. | understand that thand Urban Planning): | seek leave to table a ministerial
minister recently announced an expansion of the securgatement on the subject of Borrika Institute issued today by
licence cards to include instrument service licensees arithe Minister for Environment and Heritage (Hon. lain Evans).
organisations operating public weighbridges. My questions Leave granted.
to the minister are:

1. What is the reason for extending new licence cards to BUSES, MANNUM
X ) ; ; -
the instrumentation and weighbridge sectors of our economy? The Hon. CAROL INE SCHAEFER: | seek leave to

2. What features make the new licence cards secure? make a brief explanation before asking the Minister for
3. What do these licensed industries need to do to obtaifiransport and Urban Planning a question about the Mannum
one of the new cards? bus.

TheHon. K.T. GRIFFIN (Minister for Consumer Leave granted.
Affairs): About a year ago the Office of Consumer and TheHon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER: A number of my
Business Affairs introduced a new licence card system folower house colleagues and | have been lobbied on the fact
plumbers, gasfitters, electricians and building work contracthat the Mannum passenger bus, which is a privately run bus
tors. There had been a lot of concern in those industry grougggrvice, ceased about two weeks ago. | believe that there has
about the then existing scheme which was to require &een a temporary coverage, but the lack of that bus, which
photograph to be presented every year with a licence renewtipvels through Gumeracha to the city—
to be impressed upon a licence card. It was not particularly The PRESIDENT: Order! The time for questions has
secure and it also caused a great deal of inconvenience to tagpired.
licensee who had to find a photo point to get the photograph o
taken and then had to have it delivered with the application TheHon. DIANA LAIDLAW (Minister for Transport
for renewal. and Urban Planning): | move:

is That standing orders be suspended to enable the honourable

The new system has hologram security; the phOtOQraphé‘nember to ask her question and for me to answer it.

taken at a secure photo point, mostly in conjunction with th ) }
Office of Motor Registration; and the photograph will be ~ Motion carried.

reused and not have to be renewed for 10 years, even though .
the licence renewal occurs on an annual basis. We had such | e Hon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER: | understand that

success with the new card that it has now been extended fol€mporary reprieve for that bus service was provided by
instrument service licensees and organisations operatirfj!other bus company, butlknow that a great deal of anxiety
public weighbridges. IS being experienced by people whose children use that bus

. . . . service on a daily basis to access special education and
Currently there are 60 licensed weighbridges in Sou”\l;chools, and by people from the Adelaide Hills who travel to

Australia, approximately 100 _registered publi(_: weighbridg_qNork on that bus. Can the minister advise the council whether
operators and 65 licensed instrument service companies-« hus service will continue?

e e s oot Thetan DIANA L AIDLAW (st forTranpor
card forma,t Tﬁ/e licensees \I;)Vi” retain the same IicencganoI Urban Planning): | am plgased to.adwse 'ghe hp nourable
number. As I. say, it will take about 12 months to implement%ember (who has taken an intense interest in this matter on
Importaﬁtly theré will be no additional cost to licensees an('gehalf of a number of local residents) that today | have signed
only one pﬁotograph will need to be taken in each 10 ye an approval for a one year extension of the current trial being
) Hindertaken by Harris Coaches for the bus service between
period. Mannum and Adelaide. Initially, when the service provider
Certifiers will be issued with a unique clientidentification pylled out, it gave very little notice for an alternative system
number. They will keep their certifier's mark and theto pe put in place, and there was some sense of crisis and
identification number will be used for any other licences theyalarm amongst local people—and the honourable member
may have, for example, building work contractors, plumbingyas a recipient of a fair bit of that, as was the Hon. Ivan
or gasfitting licences. The weighbridge licensing system is/enning. Certainly, | received petitions on the matter and
an important part of our general day-to-day commerce. Thergpresentations were made through my office.
has been a high level of compliance with the requirements The PTB worked overtime and was able, from the
eXpeCted of the various licensed industries as well aéeginning of last Weekl to commence a two week trial with
weighbridges. | think everybody would appreciate that toy new company, Harris Coaches. The recommendation to me
have weighbridges weighing accurately is particularlytoday from the PTB was that, notwithstanding very low
important for both the Iice_nsee_and the business person Whoﬁﬁtronage on the service now being undertaken by Harris
trucks are run over a weighbridge. Coaches, this service should continue as a trial for one year,
The weighbridges are tested regularly. We have do 6 April 2002. That will get over the peak summer period
48.4 tonne weighbridge testing truck, which works about nineand also the start of the next school year. There definitely has
to 10 months of the year. Last year, it carried out 543 testdp be, in the longer term, a commitment by so many of those
with an 86 per cent compliance rate. The tolerances are smafieople who signed the petition and indicated that they were
and very few of those not meeting the standards were naarnest in maintaining the service to now use that service.
very far off the mark. So, all in all, the new system will Thatis my plea.
provide a greater level of confidence for the public, both for | understand that last week (26 March to 30 March), which
business and for consumers. was the first week of the new service provided by Harris
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Coaches, the numbers were down to half the level of the week There is no discipline in the schools, either. The Hon.
before. That is not promising, but it may well be due to theMalcolm Buckby, the state minister, is currently conducting
fact that there is so much uncertainty about the route. Thatian inquiry into education. The federal parliament is so
why | was very keen to see that we did not just have a twaoncerned that boys are learning 20 per cent more slowly than
week trial but that we extended it for one year and soughtirls that it has set up an inquiry as to why that should be.
through PTB assistance and community efforts, to build ufrod Sawford (who was previously a school principal), who
the business and, hopefully, within the year we will find thatl think chairs that federal inquiry, recently appeared on
it is a viable operation that provides a continuous service ttelevision and questioned why only 17 per cent of males were
students, people with disabilities, the backpacker market artg@aching in schools. He put it down to the fact that wages are
a whole range of client groups. | thank the honourablenot high enough. | would contest that. | would say that it is
member for her persistent representations on this matter angecause extreme affirmative action has now taken control of
if she could be equally as persistent in encouraging people twur education system.
use it, this matter will not have to be raised in this parliament | have talked to many males who have said that they are
again. not prepared to work in the school system. Malcolm Buckby
has also said that. They are giving the wrong reasons as to
why there are fewer men in the education system. Itis not the
wages. Heaven knows, our teachers are paid more than
enough now. There are fewer men because they cannot work
with some of their extreme colleagues. That will be denied
MATTERS OF INTEREST in this place, but everyone with a brain with which to think
knows the truth of that.
There are many more things. There is the banning of the
YOUTH OF TODAY cane. The headmaster at the boys school | went to was
Bulldog McNelly, and he was an absolute bloody sadist.
TheHon. T. CROTHERS: Today, | wish to use the five Many times | got six across the derriere, six across the left
minutes allotted to me to talk about present day youth. Therfand and six across the right hand. If I had gone home and
is no question in anyone’s mind that the youth of today argold my father, | would have received another six from him
different from the youth of 20 years ago and different fromfor behaving in such a fashion. Without being too modest, |
those of my youth—some 45 years or 50 years ago. believe that there are no marbles in my mouth as a result of
Unemployment has added to the fact that young people akfe cane being used on me to enforce discipline.
much less disciplined today for the tasks that lie before them  Time expired.
than they have ever been in the history of young people.
There are many under-age children sleeping in the streets— MULTICULTURAL YOUTH LEADERSHIP
1 000 alone in Adelaide, and | suppose many thousands more SUMMIT
around the major cities (both metropolitan and rural) in
Australia. We have to ask ourselves why that is so. Itis so TheHon. J.SL. DAWKINS: This should fitin very well
because of the weight of television programs and the massith the Hon. Mr Crothers’ contribution. At Berri on
media today, which are not as disciplined or, indeed, a1 March | had the pleasure of opening the Multicultural
mindful of the impact they can have on the younger genera¥outh Leadership Summit 2001, Living in Harmony. The
tion. Division of Multicultural Affairs (formerly OMIA) has held
However, there are other matters such as the issue of drugsnumber of multicultural youth leadership summits, with
and two-parent working families. | do support affirmative support from the federal government’s Living in Harmony
action but not extreme affirmative action because extremisrprogram. The aim of the summits is to provide opportunities
in any form is extremely dangerous. | will touch on thatfor young South Australians of all backgrounds to celebrate
directly. Drugs confront our younger children today, and theheir cultural and linguistic heritages, to explore their role in
two-parent working family. |1 do not care which parent is our multicultural society and to facilitate the development of
home, whether it is the husband or the wife, but one shoulteadership skills amongst them.
be home to receive the children, and particularly the younger Each of the earlier summits has attracted more than
children, coming home from school. 250 students from up to 44 metropolitan and regional
Unfortunately, there are far too many latchkey childrensecondary schools. The Riverland summit, which was the
today because it now takes two incomes to keep a family ifirst to be held in a regional area, had nearly 200 registrations
the style to which our middle class—both upper and lower—from students throughout the Riverland, the Barossa Valley,
have become accustomed. There are, of course, high ratestbé Murraylands and Adelaide. The students’ ages ranged
divorce today, and | put that down to the fact that femalegrom 12 years to 19 years. While the summit was primarily
have been accorded, in the main, but not totally, equal rightsimed at upper secondary students, a number of schools
with the male, which is as it should be. expressed interest in sending younger students, and this wish
There is increased bullying at school. We have only tovas accommodated. Several year 6 and 7 pupils, mainly
look at the recent explosion of head lice, which resulted irstudent representative council members in their own schools
some schools being closed. Why is that so? Head lice wem@nd delegates to the Riverland Student Forum run by Winkie
about when | was a kid at school, and | am sure that everrimary School, also attended.
member at one time or another has had head lice. Outwould Schools that attended were: East Murray Area School,
come the fine comb as mum went through your hair and ouRenmark High School, Glossop High School, Nuriootpa High
would come the basic oil and shampoos, but one thing waSchool, Swan Reach Area School, Mannum High School,
sure: mum would not let you go back to school with headvalley View Secondary School, Meningie High School,
lice. Unfortunately, that is not true today. Wilderness School, Murray Bridge High School, and
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Woodville High school. A number of local dignitaries, death he resided at Borunga in the state of New South Wales
government agency and community representatives were alsad had done so for five years. In 1981, he formed a de facto
invited to attend the summit as observers. These included thelationship with Karen Smith and the children followed.
Mayor of Berri-Barmera (Mrs Margaret Evans) and JohnMr Keating was paid an average weekly wage while working
Tzanavaras (a member of the South Australian Multiculturaht the transport company. There was no disputing his injuries.
and Ethnic Affairs Commission). There was no disputing his wages calculation. In 1995, if a
The Division of Multicultural Affairs decided to use the worker was killed while performing his duties at work,
expression ‘Living in Harmony’ as the theme for this fourth normally the widow would receive a lump sum payment of
summit as it was held on Harmony Day in Australia, which$100 000 (or just above) and | understand the deceased
coincides with the International Day for the Elimination of worker’s average weekly wage until the age of 60. | also
Racism, in the International Year of Mobilisation Against understand that the children would receive some weekly
Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Relatedccompensation until the age of 15.
Intolerances. The summit consisted of presentations by youth Mr Keating’s widow and children received nothing
speakers, performances by young people drawn from loc@ecause of section 6 of the workers’ compensation act of
culturally diverse communities, workshops and a funSouth Australia. It was rather ironic, because one of the
‘harmony ribbon wrap’ event. The ribbon wrap involved judges who made a statement on behalf of the Full Bench said
selected students attaching a giant orange and black Harmothat this was certainly unfair and unjust but their hands were
Day banner to the Berri town hall's flag assembly anded. | have spoken to the minister responsible for this area
hoisting it to the top of the flagpole, allowing it to unravel for and | have to say that | have received a sympathetic ear. |
several metres and then tying the other end to the bottomelieve that now that this has been brought to his attention he
right-hand corner of the hall entrance and creating a giankill make the necessary inquiries and try to improve this
sash effect. The rest of the summit participants were invitedection, because surely if you work for a living, you have the
to gather on the footpath outside the town hall to watch th@ight to be protected from workplace injuries or death.

ribbon wrapping ceremony. ) | will not read all the statements made by the judges in

I was particularly impressed by the calibre of the youngiheijr decision about their understanding of this section,
people who took part in the summit, particularly the twopecause members would need to be a lawyer to understand
young ladies who acted as the MCs for the event. They wergerm | am sure that no normal worker would understand why
Maria Gagliardi from the Chaffey Theatre and Tracy Wilke, sych a decision would go against them. However, one thing
who is a student at Glossop High School. In addition, the foups interest is as follows:
speakers also set a high standard for the young people who
a?tended. They were I?/Iiss Sharon Johal )c:f Regn%arﬁ Higg Mr Keating did not come within section 6(2)(a) because his

: ) . : . < duties employed him not only in South Australia but in New South

School; Miss Kylie Rolfe, a Riverland resident who is \yqles. He spent more than 10 per cent of his working time in

currently studying at Monash University; Ms Ida Wong, aemployment in both South Australia and New South Wales. He was
member of SAMEAC; and Ms Sejal Amin of Wilderness therefore not usually employed in South Australia and not in any
School. other state.

| would like to acknowledge the contribution to the Perhaps he could apply for unemployment benefits. This
summit by the Berri-Barmera council, the Anarungga Dancéloke worked full-time but was never employed anywhere,
Company, the Riverland Youth Theatre’s Nunga Dancevhich seems to be rather ridiculous. In a statement at the end
Troupe, and a range of other local and statewide sponsorsof the case, the judges drew parliament’s attention to the
was delighted to be involved in the summit. It had a greatircumstances of the case and said:
focus on the development of leadership skills, something that Unless this section is amended, any worker who lives outside [the

all of us in this chamber would agree is very important.  state] but who is employed in South Australia and whose duties and
Time expired. employment require that worker to perform more than 10 per cent—

WORKERS REHABILITATION AND will have all s'orts of trouble claiming workers’ compensation.
COMPENSATION ACT Time expired.

TheHon. R.K. SNEATH: Yesterday | asked a question ~ SOUTH AUSTRALIAN AMATEUR FOOTBALL
on section 6 of the Workers Rehabilitation and Compensation LEAGUE
Act. Today | would like to speak about a judgment that was
handed down in October 1998 by the Full Court of the TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: On Wednesday 21 March |
Supreme Court. The judgment was in relation to a transpofiad the honour of representing the Minister for Sport at the
driver who was killed in South Australia. He was in a defactoSouth Australian Amateur Football League pre season dinner.
relationship and had two children. WorkCover recognised he South Australian Amateur Football League has quite a
that relationship and the de facto as the worker's spouse. TH&oud history involving some 68 clubs. During the winter
worker died on 25 July 1995 at an Ampol roadhouse ageason it puts some 2 500 players on the football field every
Pinnaroo after an accident while performing his duties for higveek and involves numerous other supporters and volunteers
employer. At the time of his death, he was an interstatén enabling them to achieve that. The mission of the South
transport driver employed by L. Wood Transport Pty Ltd,Australian Amateur Football League is to provide and
which is a South Australian company and with which he had’romote an opportunity for all people to participate in every
been employed for some 10 years. aspect of Australian football in an accessible, safe, healthy
At all material times Wood Transport Pty Ltd was basedfamily environment.
at 25 Francis Road Brahma Lodge in the state of South The amateur league has been in existence since 1911 and
Australia and paid workers’ compensation levies in respedtas a very proud history of involving young men in sport ever
of Mr Keating (the deceased). At the time of Mr Keating’s since that time. | understand that it is now the largest league
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putting the most number of players on the football field inThe annual function provides an opportunity for members to
this country. join together and recognise the work of the institute and also

The Hon. R.D. Lawson interjecting: to pay a tribute to the winners of the John Pook Award and

TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: The member interjects: | am the academic prize.
not sure where he gets that from. | was privileged during the The institute has played a major part in the increasing
course of the evening to be present and witness merit awaré@mmunity recognition that the promotion of good work
being given to people who had contributed significantly topractices and safety in the workplace provides many econom-
their various clubs. | will mention some of them at random—Iic and social benefits. The institute believes that the distinc-
am not picking out anyone in particular—to give members dive advice of qualified and experienced safety and health
picture of the enormous commitment and work that some ofractitioners is a prerequisite for the specification of the
these people have put in over many years. One recipiersafety and health responsibilities of government, employers
Kevin Honeychurch of Brahma Lodge, started with the cluband community organisations. They aim towards the highest
in 1978 as a junior trainer and has been a senior trainer fgrossible standards of safety and health at work, on the road,
over 19 years and head trainer for 10 years. He playedt play and at home.

200 games for the club. He has coached the C grade and over The institute began in 1949 when the first group of
the last three years has been a goal umpire when he is injuresfudents in the industrial safety and accident course at

Another fellow is Kevin Prettejohn from GAZA, who has Melbourne Technical College formed the Industrial Safety
served the club for over 45 years. He is a life member of thé&kesearch Group. Over the next 50 years it has developed into
club and has operated as a handyman for the club froré national professional body with some 1 800 members and
hanging photos to repairing benches in the change rooms, ahganches in all states. The principal aims of the institute are
on Saturday and Sunday mornings he gets up for his troubke promote health and safety awareness, to advance the
and marks the oval. Ron Smith from Glandore was given ascience and practice of occupational health and safety, and
award. He has served as secretary of that club— to research and develop occupational health and safety

The Hon. lan Gilfillan interjecting: procedures and practices.

TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: Yes, itis our Ron Smithand ~ The John Pook trophy for 2001 was awarded to the City
he received a merit award: he is quite photogenic. | did no®f Onkaparinga Asset and Infrastructure Services Depart-
know this, but Ron has been secretary of the club for 15 year®ent, and the medal for academic excellence in graduate
and treasurer for a year, and he captained and coached thél®loma occupational hazard management was awarded to
grade team for a number of years, during which time it madér Ray Murphy. The John Pook Award is named after the
the finals. Another fellow, John Parks from Kilburn, from late John Pook, a foundation member of the Safety Engineer-
1984 to 1987 has been a committee person, runner for the iRg Society of Australia (now the Safety Institute of Aus-
grade, reserves goal umpire and team manager, and has ddf@ia) for his commitment to the advancement of health and
much more, including cooking barbecues and helping arounggfety and the valuable services rendered to the society over
the club. many years.

We have Ross McGlashan of Walkerville, who is the The award is presented annually to an individual or group
A grade team manager and who has held that position fokho has made a significant contribution to improving the
15 years. He served on the football committee for nine yeargealth and safety of others in the community. It was presented
and he was granted life membership of his club in 1998. Wéhis year to the City of Onkaparinga’s Asset and Infrastruc-
also have Graham Pascoe from Woodville South, who halire Services Department for its innovation in improving the
been involved in that club for his entire career, having playe@peration procedures and safety of the city’s Jetpatcher, a
300 games, been a senior coach of both the A and B grad&dachine for repairing road potholes.
and a member of the committee for the past 11 years. He has After a risk assessment survey several years ago, the
played an integral part in fundraising throughout that timecouncil determined that the current machines and technology
and is a life member. available did not meet all its needs and subsequently set out

Another member from Kilburn is Lorna Elliott. 1 know to design, in conjunction with a manufacturer, a machine that
Lorna well. Every time | go to Kilburn, she can be found suited its demanding work and safety requirements. |
working hard behind the counter in the canteen, raisingnderstand that the final design is truly innovative and is the
money so the club can put players on the park on Saturda%fSt of its kind in the world.

There are quite a number of others, including Dominic It is operated by a single employee via a fully remote
Zampogna from Glandore, Raymond Wooley from Pardoystick system. The benefits in operation, safety and
Hills, John Moss from Pooraka and John Forth from WalkerProductivity greatly outweigh the relatively small additional
ville. Michelle Hure from Rosewater has been involved withcapital investment. Safety improvements have included
the club for 13 years and has held positions as a trainer, a biicreased protection from harmful UV rays, from the
person, in fundraising and as president. She has declined lileéments, from severe heat generated by conventional
membership until she retires. All these people do an enofatching methods, reduced exposure to fumes from hazardous
mous amount to assist our community and they should all beubstances, reduced manual handling and reduced potential

recognised in this, the Year of the Volunteer. for road accident injury as operators outside the vehicle are
Time expired. no longer required. The development of the improved

Jetpatcher has received much interest from other councils,

SAFETY INSTITUTE OF AUSTRALIA including several interstate, and there is enormous potential

for the machine to be used throughout local government and
TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: Several weeks ago | had other sectors.
the pleasure of attending the annual dinner of the Safety The medal for academic excellence was awarded to Mr
Institute of Australia. The President of the South AustraliarRay Murphy, enrolled at the University of Adelaide as a July
Division is Allan Wright and the Secretary is Graham Lienert.2000 graduate and currently employed as the Occupational
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Health and Safety Coordinator for Radio Rentals. | underbudget paper, in the range and, more important, the quality
stand that Mr Murphy was nominated by the Course Coordief information in the new annual budget paper introduced by
nator and Deputy Head of the Department of Public Healththe government last year entitl&dgional Statement.

at the University of Adelaide, Dr Dino Pisaniello. Adelaide A little later the report speaks about the devolution of parts
is such a small place: Dr Pisaniello’s parents and mine havef large government agencies, and on page 14 lists about 10
been dear friends all their lives. | congratulate both awardeparate entities they believe could be appropriately decen-
winners and, once again, recognise the professional work efalised. They are very good suggestions, and | urge the
the institute in its promotion of occupational health andgovernment to take these specific examples to act on. On

safety. page 16 they ask the government to commit to the following
approach regarding regional South Australia:
SOUTH AUSTRALIAN REGIONAL 1. agreementin principle to a selected decentralisation program;
ORGANISATIONS OF COUNCILS 2. the immediate formation of a task force;

3. when new state agencies or sections of agencies are to be
TheHon. AN GILFILLAN: It is with some pleasure created, for there to be discussions with the regions.

that | acknowledge some good news as far as rural an@pviously, | do not have time to go through this in detail, but
regional South Australia is concerned. | want to refer to would recommend it to all those who care about the matter,
portions of a budget submission that | have received from thgydicating that the recommendations are very modestly
South Australian Regional Organisations of Councils. Thigosted. At $40 million, compared with the public sector
organisation represents the Central Local Governmer§utlay of $8.7 billion for the whole of the state, it is quite
Region; the Eyre Peninsula Local Government Associationinodest in its expectations. It is a very well thought out and
the Murray and Mallee Local Government Region; the Southpresented document and goes very well with the other piece
East Local Government Association; Southern and Hillof enthusiastic good news that | can bring, which is the
Local Government Association; and the Spencer Gulf Citiegnnual conference of the Regional Development Board that

Association. | attended last Friday in a slightly different area of activity.
In the letter, addressed to me, Jeff Burgess (the chaiffhere again, there is genuine constructive cooperation
states: between the development boards in the regional areas, with

Enclosed is a copy of a submission which was put to the statpositive proposals. | believe that together they offer a lot of
government in the latter part of last year on behalf of countryhope for a brighter future for regional South Australia.
councils in this state. We are yet to receive a substantive response

from the government, but we hope that the proposals we have p
forward are being given serious consideration by the government i#ADI O FREQUENCY IDENTIFICATION SYSTEMS

the budget context.
I will not read the rest of the letter, but | commend SAROC,
for its submission. It does not pull any punches but is writtery,
in moderate language and, | believe, offers some ver

TheHon. L.H. DAVIS: Earlier this week | represented

e Hon. Robert Lucas, Minister for Industry and Trade, at

celebration that saw the launch of the world’s first univer-

h . . ¥ity chair in radio frequency identification systems. This was

constructive recqmmendatlons as to how to improve the, exciting event, which involved people who were attending

general prosperity and good management of rural andyinemational RFID standards conference in Adelaide. The

reglonal _ South Australia. | quote at random from thatbackground to this development is interesting.

submission as follows: In the early 1980s the University of Adelaide formed a
This submission is of a selective nature: it does not purport t@ompany called Integrated Silicone Design Pty Limited (ISD)

cover all issues of interest to our communities. Among the issues n Al
taken up in detail in this document, but which are of very greagﬁ) commercialise technology that had been developed by the

concer to rural and regional councils, are the cuts which thaJniversity of Adelaide, principally through Dr Peter Cole,
government made in its 2000-2001 budget in the funding of publiavho is regarded as a world leader in this field. RFID is new
libraries and the catchment management subsidy scheme. technology, which is going to be recognised increasingly as
A little further on it makes the rather wry observation: a very versatile technology.

For instance, it will enable retail stores to prevent theft; it
will enable library books to be traced if they have been placed
on the wrong shelves; it enables something as basic as the
sliding door to open; and it will allow someone who is lying
sick on a pavement to be attended to by a medical team that

The government’s rhetoric in this area is quite good.
However, translating rhetoric into reality, it points out, is a

different matter. It refers on page 3 to an example of dis
appointment, when it states:

In April 1998— can access their smart card and find out immediately what the
and | can remember this very clearly (in fact, | think that | medical background of that person is.
raised the matter in this chamber)— This smart card technology will also enable you to access

five regional local government bodies wrote jointly to the PremieryOUr bank balance. This is leading edge technology. The
proposing the creation of a rural and regional areas infrastructure adniversity of Adelaide developed ISD as a company until

facility fund. In May of that year the Premier responded negatively,1999 when it believed that it could be taken no further, and
stating that he did ‘not believe that your proposal should be pursuegd it was acquired by a major French group known as

further at this time’. However, about a year later (mid 1999) the . -
government changed direction by 180 degrees and, in fact, dig€MPIus, which has sales of over $US1.2 billion per annum.

establish a regional development infrastructure fund. Unfortunatelfisemplus recognised the worth of ISD by making this
this fund is not operating as well as it could be were there greateacquisition. Indeed, Gemplus is the founder of the smart card
scope for influence by regional local government. and regarded as the world’s leading smart card solutions
One can see that, although critical, this is actually a construgrovider.

tive identification of areas where there could be improve- Gemplus Tag is dedicated to the identification and
ment. They want some funding assistance for the regionatacking of objects through RFID, and has leadership in the
organisations; they want an improvement, according to thenanufacturing of the smart card and smart labels around the
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world. Gemplus Tag uses this technology to identify andvhole drug spectrum and not try to draw an atrtificial line
track assets such as garments, industrial/domestic gas, plastibere we call something legal and treat it one way and treat
containers, medical equipment and automotive insuranceverything on the other side of the line in another manner. We
Gemplus regarded ISD’s work so highly that it took it overneed to be far more consistent in our approach.

and then invested back into the company by creating the Itis worth noting that the sales of caffeine laced so-called
world’s first Professorial Chair in Radio Frequency Identifi- energy drinks are booming. Aggressive marketing campaigns
cation systems. That speaks very highly of the foundatiomre pushing the products into more and more cafes, deli
professor for RFID, Dr Peter Cole, who has had this involvefridges and supermarket shelves. Only on the weekend as |
ment with ISD for over two decades. Gemplus is funding thisvas sitting in a bar | looked down at the shelves of the bar
chair, and this will enable the company in South Australia tcand lined up with the beers were a range of energy drinks. |
continue the research and development work which it hadid not see any soft drinks, but | saw these energy drinks.

been carrying on over many years. You go into a supermarket now and you have the shelves of
Time expired. soft drinks and then lined up is a range of energy drinks. Most
importantly, the level of advertising of these so-called energy
CAFFEINATED BEVERAGES drinks has absolutely exploded.
This new generation of energy drinks is seen by many
TheHon.M.J. ELLIOTT: | move: simply as a soft drink which gives you that added energy
That the Legislative Council requests that the South Australiaboost. That is the way they are promoted: have one of these
government— drinks and give yourself a bit of energy. But these drinks can

I (a) fExaminIes whether C.aﬁﬁi“ated drinks should %e ba””ege quite dangerous to certain groups in our community to the
;ﬁ'ghf)ieto minors, in the same manner as tobacco and 1ot that | believe that we should consider imposing a
(b) Promotes caffeinated energy drinks as being unsuitabléestriction on sales and require public warnings about their
for the general population, particularly children and potential for harm.
caffeine-sensitive people. _ Earlier this year the Australian New Zealand Food
(c) Endorses proposals by the Australian New Zealand Food\ thority (ANZFA) put energy drinks under the spotlight
Authority for stricter labelling and marketing controls for _ . e -
caffeinated energy drinks; and with the rgleage of a plan to adopt a specmcl regulation for the
IIl. Usesiits role on the Australian New Zealand Food Standard€nergy drinks identified as formulated caffeinated beverages.
Council consisting of health ministers, to lobby for the ANZFA is now considering submissions made on its plan.
passage of strict food standard regulations to cover formulatthe ANZFA move will close a loophole which has allowed
ed caffeinated beverages. these drinks to escape specific regulation under our food laws
There can be something of a danger in our community thajintil now. In fact, soft drinks, with the exception of cola
we focus very narrowly on illegal drugs and not on legaldrinks, are not allowed to have caffeine. Cola happens to be
drugs and do not recognise that a very artificial line has beea natural source of caffeine, and so the only caffeinated soft
drawn through drugs in the community, some of which wedrinks that are currently sold in our markets are the cola
have declared to be legal and treat them in a particuladirinks.
manner and some of which we have declared illegal and treat The Hon. T. Crothers interjecting:
them in a different manner. TheHon. M.J. ELLIOTT: The number of cola drinks,
Whilst | have talked about reform in relation to cannabiscertainly. Under the plan, energy drinks are to be defined as
and heroin, anybody who has listened to what | have had taon-alcoholic water-based beverages containing carbohyd-
say about those drugs will know that | have always stressegates and between 145mg and 320mg per litre of caffeine
that it is very important that we do all that we can to keepfrom guarana or any other source, which means one can of
those drugs away from minors—children—and that wedrink could contain the equivalent of one strong cup of
ensure that we give as much good education and informatiatoffee. Some people are being told that guarana is this new
as we can to adults in terms of their making informedwonderful energy drink containing this new wonder herb
decisions about use. | have always acknowledged thguarana. Guarana, for those who do not know, is a berry
potential for harm to a greater or lesser extent with thosevhich happens to be a very high source of caffeine. So not
drugs. only do you get caffeine out of cola nuts, coffee beans and tea
Those members who have been in this place for a longeaves but guarana berries happen to be very high in caffeine.
time will know that | was involved in moves to ban the So this wonderful new energy booster guarana is just another
advertising of tobacco for exactly the same reason. My moveource of caffeine.
for a ban on the promotion of tobacco was not a statement The Hon. T. Crothers interjecting:
about whether or not | believed that any individual should or TheHon. M.J. ELLIOTT: Well, itis. Guarana contains
should not smoke; | thought it was wrong that we shouldabout six times the level of caffeine that a coffee bean would
allow a campaign which actively encouraged people taontain before drying and so on. These drinks may also
smoke, particularly young people, and either deliberately ocontain amino acids, vitamins and other substances intended
not—and tobacco companies would differ on this—I thinkto provide a real or perceived energy boost. Soft drinks now
young people are a target audience. available in Australia must have no more than 145mg per litre
We need to acknowledge that caffeine—another legal drugf caffeine. So, when | say soft drinks in Australia, | am
which probably most people in this place consume, and thaalking about cola drinks. These energy drinks contain as
includes me—does have potential for some harm; and if wenuch to twice as much—in fact, very close to three times as
acknowledge that we also need to ask, ‘What is our view irmuch—caffeine per litre as the current cola drinks do: they
relation to minors and their consumption of caffeine? Whagare a fair whack between the eye.
is our view in terms of adults and advertising campaigns, | have been increasingly concerned about the rapid growth
promotion and education, and all those sorts of things?’ in the sale of these products. In fact, about five months ago
have argued that we should be very consistent right across thbecame aware of proposals to allow caffeine into other soft
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drinks in South Australia. In fact, what happened is that avas that the overwhelming majority of people simply could
New Zealand company was trying to exercise the tradeot taste caffeine. If one cannot taste caffeine, why has
relationship between Australia and New Zealand and wasaffeine been put into a soft drink? It is put into a soft drink
putting on pressure to allow caffeine into other soft drinksbecause it does have an addictive nature. An application to
It is worth noting that, in the United States, caffeine doesANZFA to add caffeine to all soft drinks consumed in
appear in other soft drinks. In fact, a drink like Mountain Australia was withdrawn late last year. Caffeine now can be
Dew, which in Australia contains no caffeine, in the Unitedadded only to cola-based soft drinks.
States actually contains more caffeine than Coca-Cola. So, While speaking on drug law reform at a recent congress
America already has gone down the path of allowing caffein@f the Royal Australian and New Zealand College of
through other soft drinks, and the proposal was for it toPsychiatrists last year, | was alerted to the dangers of caffeine
happen here. by Professor Jack James, head of the Psychology Department
Atthat time, | put out media releases and wrote letters t@f the National University of Ireland—in fact, we spoke to
various people expressing concern about this, and | wake same group of psychiatrists at the conference. | was
pleased to see that, in fact, the companies that were applyinglking about cannabis and he was talking about caffeine, and
pulled back. But | suspect that they had already worked out,thought to myself at the time, ‘You have to be joking. What
‘Let us not get the public upset about what is happening witlis this bloke doing about caffeine and why has he come from
soft drinks and let us use the energy drink loophole.’ | thinkireland to do it?’ It turns out that he was an Australian who
most people would acknowledge that, just in the last fivavas living in Ireland. | thought, ‘Caffeine addiction? What
months, there has been quite an explosion in the push of thesecontroversial about that?’ But when | heard his speech, |
energy drinks. Prior to about five months ago, Lift Plus wageally had quite a different view.
getting a little advertising, and | think Red Bull had appeared More than two decades of research by Professor James
on the market, but there was not a great deal of advertisinigdicates that, if the entire population stopped caffeine use,
at that stage. But in the last five months a range of these seve would se a 9 to 14 pecent drop in coronary heart
called energy drinks have come out, and the promotion hadisease and a 17 to 24 per cent drop in the incidence of
really been wound up. So, while five months ago | wasstroke. The professor goes further, debunking the general
concerned about what was happening with respect to sofielief that caffeine improves the ability to think quickly and
drinks, and energy drinks were sitting on the periphery, thingslearly. His studies have shown that, far from elevating
have moved very quickly, and the push now by the pushergerformance, the effects of caffeine are merely reversing the
(and I think that we should call them pushers—drug pushersyithdrawal symptoms that were degrading the performance
was to be able to deliver caffeine through the energy drinksof those tested. So, when a person gets up in the morning and
The Hon. T.G. Robertsinterjecting: says, ‘| have to have a coffee’, and they have it and say they
TheHon.M.J. ELLIOTT: No, there are some sports feel better, they are doing what many drug addicts do: they
drinks which | think are just simply high in sugar and salts ofare in withdrawal and, by taking the caffeine, they have gone
various sorts, plus a few artificial colourings and flavouringsback up to the level that their body is now accepting is
but which do not contain caffeine. So, | differentiate betweematural. The reason why people feel better and, in fact,
the sports drinks, which have been around for a while, and theerform better (that is, among regular caffeine consumers) is
energy drinks. | think some people question whether or nathat they are performing better because they have just got
sports drinks are particularly good for sports people, andver their withdrawal symptoms by having their first fix of
whether the formulations are good. But that is another issueaffeine for the day. Professor James has carried out quite a
The Hon. T. Crothersinterjecting: series of tests—
TheHon. M .J. ELLIOTT: | will not comment on energy The Hon. Diana Laidlaw interjecting:
drinks. But | have heard from time to time comments that, TheHon.M.J. ELLIOTT: A person who is addicted to
indeed, for the genuine sports person, some of those are robacco knows that when they have a cigarette they feel
as good as they might be. But that is another issue. better.
| believe that the state government must play its role in  An honourable member interjecting:
making sure that we deal with these drinks properly, ensuring TheHon. M .J. ELLIOTT: For people who do not
proper safeguards against their consumption by vulnerabkmoke, the first cigarette does not make them feel better. But
groups and pushing for proper labelling and public informafor people who smoke regularly, the first one in the morning
tion about their effects. We must ensure that parents casioes, because they are coming out of withdrawal. Coffee is
easily gain good information about what is in the bottle theirexactly the same.
child is drinking (that is, if they provide soft drink to them).  TheHon. Diana Laidlaw: And in combination?
Drinks must identify in large print whether they contain  TheHon. M.J. ELLIOTT: For those doubly addicted—
caffeine in any form and the recommended daily intake. Membersinterjecting:
Energy drink labels should warn that caffeine consumption TheHon. M.J. ELLIOTT: If the minister starts with her
for children is not recommended. These drinks should not brst gin in the morning as well, we will be even more
marketed or sold to children. | would argue that there shouldvorried.
be arestriction on points of sale. Certainly, | do not think that The Hon. Diana Laidlaw interjecting:
they should be sold in school canteens, for example. TheHon.M.J. ELLIOTT: After 6 a.m.?
The concern over caffeine and its effects has been TheHon. DianaLaidlaw: No, 6 p.m.
heightened by research about the effects of caffeine and the TheHon. M.J. ELLIOTT: | should not allow myself to
reasons why it is put into soft drinks. US research hade diverted, but most of that was quite relevant. Professor
revealed that caffeine, the world’s most widely consumedlames was strident in his opposition to the withdrawn
psychoactive drug, is put in soft drinks to make consumer&NZFA application to add caffeine to all soft drinks con-
addicted, not to enhance taste. In the United States, quitesamed in Australia. In his comments (and he was a consultant
series of research tests were carried out, and what they foual ANZFA) opposing the application he said that habitual use
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of caffeine leads to physical dependence; that habitual use hasbstances that we associate with doing harm. The half-life
no demonstrated benefits; that dietary caffeine has harmfilf caffeine in the human body varies from between three and
physical and behavioural effects; and that the harmful effectseven hours. Itis a strong diuretic and can produce insomnia,
of caffeine probably extrapolate to children. The popularityand high concentrations can make the heart beat abnormally
of soft drinks among children make them especially vulnerafast. Caffeine strips the cerebral blood vessels, which makes
ble to caffeine consumption, with increasing evidence thait popular in some over-the-counter painkillers but, once the
caffeine causes health problems and addiction in childrencaffeine intake is stopped, headaches occur. In fact, | know
If we are to get tough on illicit drugs, we must also besome people who do not take caffeinated drinks at any time
sensible about what is happening with the legal drugs in ouprecause just a very small quantity gives them an immediate
society. Already in the US, some soft drinks manufacturerbieadache. Research has revealed that caffeine reduces the
are encouraging toddlers to drink soft drinks by licensingchance of conception and, when consumed during pregnancy,
their logos to the makers of baby bottles. One-fifth of one andt can result in lowered infant birth weight, prematurity,
two year olds in America drink one cup of soft drink a day, poorer reflexes and neuro-muscular development.
on average. | believe that the new rules being developed for For the sake of our children’s health, we must identify
energy drinks should be expanded to the existing soft drinkkcom the labels which soft drinks contain caffeine and the
market. Soft drink manufacturers must clearly label caffeingecommended daily allowance. | will go further than this
dosages in their products and the risks of consumption, smotion suggests and say that caffeinated soft drinks should
that informed decisions about caffeine consumption can beot be made available to children and, indeed, that the
made by adults and, where adults choose to give it to theinformation provided is really for adults in terms of their
children, the adults are doing so also with good informationinformed consent in terms of using it or not.
It is also necessary that caffeine sensitive people, such as | encourage consumers to ask for the facts to be printed on
pregnant women and those with high blood pressure, arhe bottles—whether it be an energy drink or a soft drink—so
aware of the potential impacts of caffeine. that we can make a truly informed choice. | encourage the
While manufacturers have always justified caffeineCouncil to support our consumers by pushing for tougher
inclusion in soft drinks on the grounds that it enhances tastguidelines for producers of these products. | hope that all
as | said earlier, new research reveals otherwise. In Augustembers in this place will support the motion.
last year, the John Hopkins Medical Institute revealed a study
which found that caffeine does not cause a taste difference in The Hon. CARMEL ZOL L O secured the adjournment
the 90 per cent of caffeinated soft drinks consumed in th@f the debate.
United States. This led researchers to conclude that caffeine
was included to create addiction to the products. Based on the GENETICALLY MODIFIED MATERIAL
study results, researchers have called for consumers and (TEMPORARY PROHIBITION) BILL
government regulatory agencies to recognise the possibility . .
that the high consumption rates of caffeine containing sof(t]I Tt:je Ht?.rlll'flAN GILFI LLA'}' Obtﬁ'ned Ieave. and w(;tro- f
drinks are more likely to reflect the mood altering and uced a bifl Tor an act o regulate the possession and use o
physical dependence producing effects of caffeine than itger_}_er?cﬂly n}%\d[\lrlg?fgitﬂf;\tf?al' Ref"‘d afirst ime.
subtle effects as a flavouring agent. Th:t thci)gbill be now read a séconmdot\i/r%e
In 1998, the University of Minnesota Medical School . ] L .
researchers found that children who usually drink largd? Moving the second reading of this bill, I remind the
quantities of caffeinated soft drinks show withdrawal ouncil that I introduced a similar but not identical bill on

symptoms, including a significant deterioration in pen‘orm-.28 June last year. | spoke at some length on the bill that |

ance and attention when the caffeine intake is restricted. S troduceo! at tha} time and | do not intend to go through all
at material again. However, | recommend that members of

we could see the situation where children, perhaps over t e Counil refer to it because a lot of the argument and

weekend, have had a large number of caffeinated soft drink b tsincluded i d readi lanati st
in particular—a bit more than they have during the week SOMMeNts Included in my sécond réading explanation are Jus

When the school week starts, they have not had as mud? valid now as thgy were th.e”’ if not more so.
caffeine, and they are at schoél in withdrawal. That is not a, S @n introduction, | highlight the simple description of
hypothe’tical possibility: | think that it is a very real risk &he bill. The billis a move to declare South Australia, or areas
Researchers concluded that withdrawal from caffeine ma f South Australia, free of genetically modified material for

; : s period of five years. A sunset provision is built into the bill,
?gﬁgﬁi?églgge’vi?ggcgled for children to avoid high levels Ofand this has been done deliberately because | believe that the

It is time that consumers were given the full facts with situation may well change in various ways so that what is

respect to the risks of caffeine, the most widely used drug i#PPrOPriate now may not be appropriate in five years.

the world. Global consumption of caffeine is estimated to be herefore_, l.th'nk It |s.sen3|ble to have this five year sunset

about 120 000 tonnes every year—that is for the drug itseh‘.:Iause built into the b.'”' . .

Present in the leaves of more than 60 plants, it is commonl I have varied the bill ffom_the one mtr_o_duced‘last year in

consumed in coffee, tea, cocoa and chocolate products a§8ve.f?" ways, and the first is the definition of ‘genetically

soft drinks. While a cup of coffee may contain 24 to 35mod|f|ed ' Clguse 2(_2) prowdgs. ]

milligrams per cup, a can of Diet Coca-Cola contains 53 % 'iat\spgljaeateltsicgrig?éﬁ:llI%arg%delgﬁ%foaﬁed by recombinant DNA

mlsllcl:%lir{asm;(,)?jr:/(\jilll Z@ttglbdotjrlaZtlllrfli)I/I?gur gr:'fspasrgalaﬁje-{l%-rﬁm tech?otl_ogy or any other similar technique specified in the

’ . ’ regulations; or

Tams, you are up to one cup of coffee, more or less. (b) it is grown from propagating material obtained from such a
Caffeine is the only drug that is widely added to the food plant.

supply—deliberately added to the food supply. Caffeine ha€lause 3 is the second area in which | have varied this bill

the same pharmacological effects on the body as many of tHeom the original so as to enable the minister to declare an
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area rather than the whole state as a GM-free zone and to allegjislation, | have a copy of the gene technology regulations
empower a local government council to have the same powe2000, which carries a date of January 2001. Itis a very good

Clause 3 provides: reference to see what has been worked through already as to
Prohibited areas the potential of licensing and information on how to handle
(1) The minister may, by notice in th@azette— GMOs. I will not go through that because there is little point

(a) declare a specified part of the state to be a prohibited arego us at this stage, but any legislation that we pass in this state
or ) . _ will integrate with the commonwealth legislation.
(b) ;{g{]y or revoke an earlier declaration under this subsec- It is a matter of some urgency because, although a draft
(2) A council may, by notice in thEazette— paper was presented to the South Australian Farmers
(a) declare the whole or a specified part of its area to be &ederation at its annual conference last year, it quickly
prohibited area; or became plain that the farming community—embracing both

(b) vary or revoke an earlier declaration under this subsecthe cereal farming and livestock sections, not to mention the
tion. horticulture, viticulture and floriculture areas of primary
Those are the variations made to the original bill. Membergroduction—is divided. Some people feel quite strongly that
may recall—although I do not necessarily expect them to—we will miss the bus if we do not jump into gene technology
that I have continued to have serious concern about open-ais soon as we can. Equally strong views are held by people
trial pots, because they are as dangerous in destroying th¢ho are far from happy about that and who believe that it is
international reputation of parts of South Australia as bein@xtraordinarily dangerous to jump into the technology, who
a GM-free zone as the broader acre planting of geneticallgelieve that there is very little evidence to prove that there
modified crops. will be a financial advantage to the producers who use
The international market is extraordinarily sensitive: evergenetically modified material, and who have serious concerns
a rumour will put at risk markets of grain and livestock thatabout the market, with a lot of justification.
have purportedly fed on genetically modified fodder. Already  |nterestingly enough, no-one is denying that the current
there are examples of that sensitivity having impacted ofyorld market, particularly in Europe and Japan, and increas-
Australian and South Australian markets. One case ifhgly in the USA and Australia, is becoming hypersensitive
particular was a beef order from Japan for the South-East ang genetically modified product to the extent that premiums
the other, for New South Wales, was, | am led to believe, fowil| be paid for product that can be guaranteed to be GM free;
rice—or it may have been canola on the basis that canola ignd there will be penalties, if not cancellations of orders, for
a genetically modified crop that has been planted quite widelgroduct that does not have that guarantee. Not surprisingly,
in New South Wales. that sensitivity has spread to the tuna aquaculture industry,
However, in South Australia, where this legislation which is a multimillion dollar export earner for South
applies, we have been given the opportunity to follow thisaustralia. These tuna are currently fed largely on frozen
legislative track by the federal Gene Technology Act 2000imported pilchards but, increasingly, they are fed with pellets
In the interpretation and operation of the act, part 2—from land-based cereal and other ingredients. Because it is
Provisions to facilitate a nationally consistent schemesuch a delicacy and such a highly priced gourmet food

Division 4, section 19, page 17 provides: product, it will be extraordinarily vulnerable even to suspi-
Ministerial council may issue policy principles cions that genetically modified ingredient has been added to
1. The ministerial council may issue policy principles in relation the manufactured food being fed to these tuna.

to the following: At the annual general meeting of the South Australian

(@) ethical issues relating to dealing with GMOs; . . .
(aa) recognising areas, if any, designated under state law fJ:rarmers Federation 2000, a paper about this issue, which

the purpose of preserving the identity of one or both ofVirtually sat on the fence, was presented. It was ambivalent

the following: about whether GM crops were good or bad and suggested that
()  GM crops; people should have the opportunity to do whatever they want.
(i)~ non-GM crops; As a member of SAFF, | was successful in moving that the

~ formarketing purposes - draft not be received and that it be referred back to the
This provision specifically foresees a situation where a statgommittee for reconsideration. A GM task force within the
will take this opportunity to declare itself totally free, and | South Australian Farmers Federation has been working on a

believe that Tasmania is considering that option, and | woul@evised paper over the past year, and last week it presented
urge that South Australia also considers it. However, if thean alternative position paper on the same matter.

are to stop short of that the state can determine that certain sadly, | still cannot accept this paper because | believe

zones are declared GM free. Personally, | am aware—andghat it contains contradictions and it does not identify clearly
am sure others are, too—that already there are groups that &/@rocedure that we should be following in South Australia

agitating for GM-free status in virtually very broad acre areao make sure that we do not shoot ourselves in the foot by
of South Australia, including the West Coast through the Mida|lowing a stampede into GM products.

North, the Hills and down to the South-East where people are | point out to the chamber, because | think it is reflective

principally concerned about the impact on markets. Howevegf where this debate is going, the consumer demands. The
| emphasise that it is not just the markets that are causingain point of the position paper is gene technology and it can
concern, because there are people who have justifiabjgs proken down into four areas: first, legislation and regula-
grounds for concern that the technology itself has not yefion; secondly, research and development; thirdly, education;
been firmly proved up in the wide range of areas where Wng, fourthly, consumer demand. The paper refers to the main

must be apprehensive. Even if it is a long shot, if somethingoints and then there is a series of dot points. The second to
goes wrong the consequences can be quite devastating. | Wist dot point states:

refer to some .Of t.hat later. . . SAFF believes that within the legislative and regulatory
So as to indicate to the Council how involved theframework it is each individual producer’s decision as to whether
commonwealth has been in dealing with gene technology ithey choose to use gene technology.
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The point is the freedom to choose: an individual can choos¢hat view, and | commend them for being understanding,
The last dot point states: tolerant and wanting to explore it so that, as far as one can,
Importantly, all producers have the right to farm without beingWe Will be able to get some sort of unanimity in South
affected positively or negatively by another producer’s choice inAustralia about it.
regard to the use of gene technology. | briefly refer to two scientific works, partly to illustrate
I am not sure how it would be affected positively. However,some of the concerns that are circulating. Because canola is
the fact is that this dot point says that people should béhe one furthest down the track and the one on which Aventis
protected from being negatively affected by another proand Monsanto have been attempting to have field trials so that
ducer’s choice in regard to the use of technology. it can be introduced into South Australia, it is of interest to
However, the facts are—and no-one denies these facts+ead material that was published in tRéant Protection
that, if your next-door neighbour is planting a geneticallyQuarterly, Volume 15(2) 2000, under the heading ‘Managing
modified crop, there is very strong evidence that there is thkerbicide resistance in weeds from use of herbicide tolerant
chance of cross-pollination and a hybridisation of crops ortrops’. The scientists involved are Christopher Preston and
the property, which is not deliberately planting geneticallyMary A. Rieger, CRC for Weed Management Systems and
modified crops. That is point one. Secondly, if the area or th®epartment of Applied and Molecular Ecology, Waite
farmer who is not using the GM crop wants to be part of artCampus, University of Adelaide.
area that is GM free, by having a next-door neighbour who  If members look at this paper, they will realise that this is
is planting GM crops, then automatically that producer isan objective and genuine scientific research paper with some
negatively affected by the choice of his or her neighbour tanteresting conclusions drawn at the end of it. The last
use gene technology. So, in my view, the issue is not resolvesentence states:
by the SAFF paper and, although | did try to have it presented  The future challenge is to determine strategies that will introduce
again for further consideration on a range of grounds, one dferbicide-tolerant crop varieties in an effective way while minimis-
them being the precautionary principle—and | will come toing the development of herbicide resistant weed populations.
the science as | can understand it at this stage a little later—lhat is not an hysterical exclamation from some political,
do not believe the science is in any form definitive. emotional or ideological fanatic: it is actually a sentence
The least | can say is that there was quite a strong body &@ummarising the work in this case of two scientists working
opinion which supported me, but the majority did carry thisat Waite Research . They are finding evidence of the actual
as a position paper, so it is now a position paper for theross-pollination and the potential for crops resistant to the
Farmers Federation. However, the chair of the committee—weedicides to be spread into the weed population.
Richard Waye from Port Vincent—who looked at it, kept ~ The same scientists along with Stephen B. Powles have
emphasising that it is a starting point for the debate, so published a paper in thaustralian Journal of Agricultural
believe that the discussion will still go on in the FarmersResearch 1999, 50, entitled ‘Risks of gene flow from
Federation. One point that is important to pick up from thetrransgenic herbicide-resistant canola (Brassica napus) to
position paper is that in several places it is claimed that th@/eedy relatives in southern Australian cropping systems'.
decisions will be influenced by market demands.In fact, ibnce again, | recommend that members who want to follow
also assumes that that decision will be primarily influencedhis more closely get a copy, run their eye through it, realise

by market demands and it makes a further reference to theat this is a scientific work of some integrity and depth, and
dominance of the market as being the determinant on whethgsad the last sentence of the summary, which states:

genetically modiﬁed crops will be widely used. . These populations of weedy B. napus may facilitate crossing with
The trouble with that is that, although | agree with thecompatible weed species or become invasive themselves. Two of the
position, for the time being the market is definitely aspecies pinpointed as having crossing potential with B. napus are not

predominant factor and must be heeded: it is no good growinfzhft widespread weeds of the southern Australian cropping zone, but

; : e ay become so if they develop the herbicide-resistance trait.
product if we cannot sell it. Therefore, the SAFF pos't'of‘R. raphanistrum is already a major weed in southern Australian

does fully recognise that. Although it may well be a predomi-cropping systems with some populations resistant to ALS herbicides.
nant factor, maybe even the predominant factor, other factoiaformation is urgently needed to determine whether gene flow

must also be taken into consideration. They are the scientifignder Australian field conditions can produce successful hybrids
and ethical issues and those matters which cannot be ignordtfween B. napus and R. raphanistrum.

Turning but briefly to the scientific aspect, | think That is a very low key indication of the risks that are
somewhat unfortunately Biotechnology Australia—whichidentified and quite frequently recognised by people who are
was set up by the government for an educative role—as wittloing scientific research in this area.
other people who are quite close to the technology, becomes Another scientist who prepared a paper on the matter is
very enthusiastic to the point of becoming promoters rathePhilip A. Davies. He is working in South Australia and he has
than debaters of the pros and cons of the issue and, at timespaper entitled ‘Plant breeding and molecular farming’. In
it is very hard to pick the authority who is speaking to thethat, he identifies a wider range of concerns that he has with
group or writing the article that one is reading to determinghe current state of genetic modification. It is probably
their total detachment from having a personal bias in thisppropriate for me just to outline areas of his concern, rather
issue. than making extensive quotes from his paper. He notes that

I have said publicly—and | do not resile from it—that | herbicide and insect resistance are the two most significant
believe the federal minister, Senator Minchin, and the stat#raits introduced into GM crops to date. He then makes some
minister, Rob Kerin, have some enthusiasm for the geneticabbservations about the effectiveness of crop biotechnology
ly modified GM technology to be introduced into Southand genetic engineering in agriculture and makes the
Australia with minimum restraint and fuss; and | have spokeriollowing points.
to people who are members of SAFF who hold the same He states that there have been no examples of outstanding
view. Certainly, the ones to whom | have spoken in SAFF aresuccess of transgenic crops compared to conventionally bred
very conscious that not 100 per cent of the membership holdsops and that pests have evolved that attack the GM crops
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modified to produce the BT toxin. In other words, he is | identify again that the bill will enable the state as a
identifying that, although certain successes may appear in threhole, or an area or zone of the state, to be declared GM-free
first flush, the ability of insects to work their way around it, by the state government or a local council. We have seen
as has been the case since the dawn of time, quite quick{grant council in the South-East and councils on Eyre
becomes apparent, so that it is a moving feast. Peninsula that wish to have their areas or part of their areas

He notes that resistance to herbicides can and has spredeclared GM free, and that would be enabled through this
from GM crops to weed populations; that there is uncertaif€gislation. With that, | urge members to support this bill.
impact on the soil; and that the predictions of yield improve- .
ment by those promoting GM crops have not been met. He TheHon. R.R. ROBERTS secured the adjournment of
notes that genes escape to other plants and species and tHégdebate.
is no guarantee that an artificial gene could not be transferred
to other species, viruses, bacteria, fungi, animals or humans. DAIRY INDUSTRY
It is diffi_cult to eva!uate the effect _of introducing a Newgene  rhaHon. IAN GILEILLAN: | move:
into a single species, not to mention that that gene is readily . - . L .

I. That, in the opinion of this Council, a joint committee be

transferred to other plants. . appointed to inquire into and report on the impact of dairy regulation
On the effect on non-target organisms, he notes that then the industry in South Australia and, in so doing, consider—

effect of GM crops on the food chain is unknown and that (&) Was deregulation managed in a fair and equitable manner?

European corn borer or Egyptian leaf worm raised on BT (b) What has been the impact of deregulation on the industry in
South Australia?

_maize has a sfigniﬂcantly higher mortality rate. As to the (c) What is the future prognosis for the deregulated industry?
impact on biodiversity, he notes that, because of the potential (d) Other relevant matters.

for gene escape, the protection of the natural environment’s Il. That, in the event of a joint committee being appointed, the
biodiversity may be made more difficult. As to the impact on Legislative Council be represented thereon by three members, of

; om two shall form a quorum of Council members necessary to be
human health, most new transgenes produce a protein that Pﬁ sent at all sittings of the committee.

no long-term history of consumption in the human diet. ™ i, That this Council permits the joint committee to authorise the
In relation to the socio-economic impact, the terminatordisclosure or publication, as it thinks fit, of any evidence or

gene—that is, the gene that will prevent further reproductioﬁiocume”ts presented to the committee prior to such evidence being
! reported to the Council.

of the crop itself—will produce unfortunate results if these ™y That a message be sent to the House of Assembly transmit-
crops are part of aid packages. They will be sent out as aighg the foregoing resolution and requesting its concurrence thereto.

packages, but the producers will not be able to harvest seeg,q yerequlation of the dairy industry is a fait accompli: itis
and replant. Modified canola crops aimed at producing O'ém accepted fact and we cannot wind back that particular
that can substitute for palm or coconut oil places added|qqy 1t there are things that can be explored in the work
pressure on the traditional producers trying to sell thesgs g select committee. One of them is that we are getting
products. _ _ _ calls from the current dairy industry, the latest being from
Farmers in any given region who do not wish to grow GMQueensland (which | heard on the ABC News this morning)
crops are dependent on other farmers in the region. Previougsr an urgent review of the impact of deregulation on the
ly, the intellectual property associated with plant breeding hag)ueensland industry, and other matters associated with it.
been diverse. However, genetic engineering brings a more Ajthough it does not necessarily apply to this debate for
concentrated ownership of this knowledge. There is also theetting up a joint select committee, | would like to inform the
question of the divide between who is taking the risks in GMcouncil that my colleague Senator Woodley has in fact
foods and who is gaining the benefits. pushed for a modified form of re-regulation of the dairy
In relation to risk assessment, he notes that until now thindustry, and that has been distributed widely within the
assessment of GM crops has been based on a formula thadlustry itself. | quote from a paper that Senator Woodley has
they are safe until proven harmful. A precautionary principledistributed as follows:
(which is now widely recognised), means that you do nottake = Re.REGULATION. The Democrats believe the dairy industry
the risk unless you can clearly establish that there is no riskhould be re-regulated. We make no conditions about what form re-
or no appreciable risk, no unknown risks in the equation. Aegulation should take but clearly the farm gate price for market
precautionary principle approach would be more appropriaté'.'q”'d) milk is where we would start. Any re-regulation should be
. agreed by all states and the commonwealth as it is clear that any
This means that the proponents of GM crops rather than “}%qgulation must be national and uniform.
public should bear the burden of proof. The agricultural ministers for the states and the commonwealth
Thatis adding a lte, atleast, to the argument to suppors e B e B e represented by the.
the po_S|t|on of this b'” which is, in a sense, haSten.S|owly'Australian Milk Producers Association. The recent ABARE report
There is no persuasive argument that South Australia will b& clear that eventually the price for market milk will be the same as
behind—certainly not substantially behind, and | do notthe price paid for manufactured milk, so there is no doubt that tying
believe behind at all—if it delays the introduction of the so-the price of market milk to the price received for manufactured milk

i fi will continue to drive down the price to farmers.
called GM crops until five years down the track. If the game This is because the bulk of manufactured milk is sold into a

plan changes more quickly than | am anticipating, there is N@qrpt world market. It is neither fair nor necessary for milk sold
reason why amending legislation could not be brought intdor domestic consumption to be priced below the cost of production
this place in the meantime. because of the price obtained for the export of manufactured milk.
However, the big risk that we take is that if we allow the | have in front of me the document from the Parliament of the
widespread introduction of GM crops, either in the field trialsCommonwealth of Australia entitled ‘Deregulation of the
or broad acre planting, as is at risk of happening almost nowAustralian Dairy Industry’, Report by Senate Rural and
we will have damaged the reputation of South Australia as 8egional Affairs and Transport References Committee,
GM-free area for ever. | urge members to support the secor@dctober 1999. Chapter Two of the report entitled ‘The
reading of the bill. Australian Dairy Industry’ talks about deregulation. | think
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it is important to read intdHansard the paragraph which | believe that that should and would be addressed by the

heads the chapter, as follows: select committee so that their grievances can be heard.
Deregulation of the Australian dairy industry will meanitwillbe | do not believe itis my role to argue any particular line

the only major dairy industry in the world without government in moving to set up a select committee because it should—

SUPE’.O” f?r Or']airy fa.rm.ef.rs- T{“S is i”C'“di"ﬁ N‘?";’ %.ea'a”dv Wf:itchh will and | believe it would—approach its responsibilities with an
continue to have significant government legislative support throug : : —
the New Zealand Dairy Board single desk export support anipen mind. Itis very hard to read tBerder Watch particu

privileged access to world markets such as butter access to tharly and other rural papers without learning of the impact of
European Union which is not available to other countries. the devastation that deregulation has caused. Headlines | have
The document, at some length, outlines the anticipated effectd front of me read ‘Dairy row deepens’ and ‘Frustration

of deregulation, but we ought to consider just how significanf’?oums over restructure Itisin this article that Fhe price was
the dairy industry is. In this report there are some dofited as 18.5 cents per litre. Another headline is ‘Dairy
points—in the form of an ‘industry snapshot—applying to Farmer Numbers Declining Rapidly.

the diary industry which | will read intblansard, as follows: It is a traditional, strong and cherished industry in
. Has export earnings of $2 billion in 1998-99 Australia. It has been efficiently conducting its business over

Supplies 12 per cent of world diary trade (third largest dairydecades. I think that we in South Australia owe it to the

trader after the EU and NZ industry to offer a forum through the select committee so that,
Is Australia’s third largest rural industry in value at the farmgatealong with the consumer, the industry can present its case,
(behind beef and wheat) both the manufacturing and the dairy farming, and to evolve
'S7t2-e".|ar965t rural industry valued at the wholesale levely ., gh that process, as we have done so successfully in the
I(-|$as éf;i%rizm milk production costs by world standards pastin this parliament, to recommendations which will be to
Exports over 50 per cent of total milk production the advantage of all the parties involved. | urge support for

Produces 10 billion litres of milk—a 55 per cent increase sincethe motion.

1986, and 6 per cent average annual increase during the 1990s

Has 13 500 dairy farmers—a 30 per cent reduction since 1985 The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS Secured the adjournment Of
(19 342)—with approximately 98 per cent of dairy farms in the debate

family ownership )
Average farm size (now 180 hectares) and average herd size

(now 149 cows) have doubled since the 1980s DIGNITY IN DYING BILL
Has seen dairy companies invest $1.5 billion to expand manufac-
turing capabilities in the five years to 1998 Adjourned debate on second reading.

Is an important regional employer (60 000 direct jobs at farm and (Continued from 28 March. Page 1157.)
manufacturing level) . .

B o s armvaq  production processed BY - rye Hon, DI ANA LAIDLAW (Minister for Transport

Has 45 per cent of all milk intake and 50 per cent of all milk usedand Ur ban Planning): | wish to make a short contribution
for manufacturing controlled by the two major diary cooperativesto this important bill introduced by the Hon. Sandra Kanck.
(Bonlac Foods and Murray Goulburn, both Victorian based) Thijs subject is important, and | commend the honourable
One must say that that is a pretty vibrant industry by anymember for advancing this issue before the parliament; for
standard and it begs the question, ‘Why did we need thier exceedingly well researched speech, with worldwide
deregulate?’ | have a personal view about that. assessment of the state of play in terms of legislation,
TheHon. T.G. Roberts: What is it? comment and legal matters around the world; and for her
TheHon. IAN GILFILLAN: | think deregulation has compassion and her reasoned approach to this matter.
virtually destroyed the economic viability of small dairy | have spoken on voluntary euthanasia (or, as the honour-
farmers. It is very hard to find figures to substantiate theable member has nominated in terms of this bill, dignity in
gains—the actual advantage—to the consumer. Consumetlying) on two previous occasions in this place. The first
are paying more for milk now than was the case befor@ccasion was in reference to a select committee, including a
deregulation, whereas the producer is getting dramaticallpill moved by the Hon. Anne Levy, and | addressed that
less. It is unclear how well the price was known beforematter on 28 May 1997. | further spoke, on 25 February
deregulation. If it was between 35¢ and 39¢, there is on&998, to a motion moved by the Hon. Carolyn Pickles, which
rather alarming report that it is now down to 18.5¢ a litre insought to reinstate the select committee to address the bill that
certain markets, which really is the highway to bankruptcyhad earlier been introduced by the Hon. Anne Levy. The
That is bad enough, but itis clear that there are quite a Idtegislative Council, in terms of this motion from the Hon.
of personal tragedies, suicides and serious health deteriorati€farolyn Pickles, amended it to send it to the Social Develop-
from the stress of this. Even if we cannot reverse it, | thinkment Committee, and it died its own death—
we owe it to the industry to offer an open forum so thatwe TheHon. Carolyn Pickles: It died a miserable death.
can get the detail and data and see whether adjustments couldThe Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: Yes, it died its own death
and should be made to at least attempt to ameliorate thbere—and with no dignity. But it was democracy, | suppose,
devastation that deregulation has brought. so there are trade-offs. | will not reflect on how members
The Hon. T.G. Robertsinterjecting: voted on that committee, as | believe very passionately that
TheHon. IAN GILFILLAN: The interjection is that this should be a conscience vote for honourable members and
water is more expensive than milk if you buy it in a bottle that they are as entitled on that committee, as they are in this
which, at least to a certain extent, does point to the farce gilace, to say and vote—
the current situation. In South Australia we did have a TheHon. T. Crothersinterjecting:
discrepancy between certain groups of dairy farmers—those TheHon. DIANA LAIDLAW: Everything possibly
in the South-East, and | do not want to go into that in detaishould be. At least in the Liberal Party one does not have to
because it has been raised before—who have in their opinideave one’s party to express one’s conscience or move from
received discriminatory treatment in the compensation, anthe party line on any occasion.
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I think that the bill introduced by the Hon. Sandra Kanckpainful death. 1 do not know why we should expect and
improves the measures that have been introduced in this plademand that people would have to leave life in such a
in the pastin terms of this issue, and it benefits from observananner.
tions, practices and legal reforms around the world. I think | like the monitoring approach that the honourable
that there are plenty of measures in the bill which would seenember has introduced in this bill. | think that it is a smart
that there is very limited application of voluntary euthanasiameasure to have indicated, and that it will lead to even more
| believe that there are measures here that would see litnited circumstances, but it will also give a greater integrity
applied only by those people who simply had no choices leftand openness to the process in such instances where dignity
other than to endure an excruciatingly painful death. As in dying has been requested and the doctor has facilitated the
have said before—and as | will always repeat as a liberal—process and reports to the Coroner. That is a public process.
you may not make a choice to come into this world, butin turn, the Coroner’s report goes to the minister, who, in
surely one choice in life must be how to leave this world. turn, refers it to the monitoring committee and, overall,

TheHon. T. Crothers: To die or not to die; that is the members of the monitoring committee can make recommen-
guestion! dations to the minister to indicate whether they are uncom-

TheHon. DIANA LAIDLAW: We will all die, but how  fortable, whether they believe that there is a change in the
we die should be one matter that surely is in our hands, unlesgay in which it should be practised, or whether there is
we are taken against our will—as a result of murder, a careason to make further amendment to the law.
accident or the like. But surely we should have a say. We That approach brings integrity and it will also see the
provide that say through the palliative care bill that wepractice limited. It will be up front, which is what | want for
advanced through this chamber and the parliament sormay own life if | need it. | also want to be able to say to others
years ago. But, as the AMA has highlighted (and the Honwho are dying in painful circumstances that they can be up
Sandra Kanck emphasised this) and as the former Ministdront about it, that they can say they wish to go. They are up
for Health (Hon. Michael Armitage) highlighted in the other front and so is the process overall.
place some years ago, palliative care legislation does not suit | do not think that | can add more other than to commend
all circumstances. the honourable member for an extremely well-researched bill

This point also has been proven in the cases in Oregomnd second reading explanation, and | am pleased that | have
which the Hon. Sandra Kanck mentioned and of which | amhad an opportunity again to support this measure. | hope that
aware. That is not a circumstance where one sees a flood ibfvill not take as long as the votes for women took in the late
people seeking to take their own life, or doctors taking the lifel800s, when it took seven bills to get through a piece of
of a person. Where this has been introduced and provided feensible legislation. We are up to our third effort in this place
(not necessarily in the form that is in the bill before us) it isand | hope that we can advance this very important measure
respected, and the cases are at an absolute minimum. Thiaunder seven bills; indeed, that it is on this occasion that we
reflects what the Hon. Sandra Kanck is doing: she is seekingpo so.
to deal with those very few cases that will not be addressed
by palliative care. Those cases, as | said, are acknowledged The Hon. T. CROTHERS secured the adjournment of
out there today by the AMA and others in the medicalthe debate.
profession, yet we in this parliament do not provide for that
small number of people to have a choice over how they
would depart this world.

| have mentioned this once before but | want to do so
again, because, to me, it is a very serious matter. We all know . . . .
of doctors and cases where family members will say, ‘We Adjourned debate on motion of Hon. Nick Xenophon:

I : ; That the Legislative Review Committee inquire into and report
could ease pain’, in various circumstances, and the PETSOMY the operation of section 69A of the Evidence Act 1929 and, in

concerned can have morphine, or something like that, whicRarticular, the effect of the publication of names of accused persons
may bring on pneumonia and the person may die. | think wen them and their families who are subsequently not convicted or not
know of those circumstances. But why should a doctor anébund guilty of any criminal or other offence.

a family member make those choices for us because we are (Continued from 14 March. Page 1041.)

not able, in a legal sense in this place, to make those choices

for ourselves in dying? TheHon. K.T. GRIFFIN (Attorney-General): | note the

I find it very difficult to accept that this parliament would rather extensive contribution made by the Hon. Mr Xenophon
not have the confidence to say that one can make those moving this motion, referring particularly to information
choices about how one wishes to leave this world and nqtrovided by Mr Peter McKeon. | do not necessarily agree
leave it entirely up to a doctor or another family member towith the views expressed about suppression orders and
make those choices. | do not think that the parliament shoulguppression of names in criminal proceedings, although |
accept that approach. | find it to be painfully at odds with myhave some sympathy with the sentiment that innocent parties
views as a liberal democrat who places enormous value ashould not suffer as a result of the naming of a particular
personal integrity and dignity of the individual. If | place that offender. That might be a very difficult situation to address
dignity on an individual in life, | certainly must extend that where it is in the public interest that those who are charged
to the way in which a person leaves life and the way in whichwith serious offences should be named but, on the other hand,
they die. protecting the innocent is also an important principle.

I do not think that | need add to what | have said. | feel We have endeavoured to do that by recent amendment to
very strongly about this measure. | think that there will bethe Evidence Act, particularly in relation to a child, where
limited circumstances which apply. | think it is the ultimate sometimes children are identified in the press, yet they are not
gesture in circumstances that are not already provided for byictims directly: they are innocent bystanders. They may be
the law for people not to have to endure an excruciatinglythe child of an alleged offender or they may be the child of

LEGISLATIVE REVIEW COMMITTEE:
EVIDENCE ACT
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a victim. In those circumstances we have sought to providéhe end of the day, my client was acquitted. The net effect
a mechanism for protecting them. Notwithstanding mywas that the publicity was beneficial to my client in the
cautious approach to the propositions that are set out in tHenger term as it secured his ultimate acquittal. It also goes
letter quoted by the Hon. Mr Xenophon, I think this is ato show the notorious unreliability of witness identification
matter that can quite sensibly be referred to the Legislativef people they do not know. However, that is another issue.
Review Committee for its examination, and | will await its ~ That is one example of where the publicity was beneficial.
report with interest. However, on most occasions the publicity is enormously
distressing to those charged with offences and, indeed, to

TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: From the point of view of the  their families and friends. I look forward to dealing with this
committee’s perspectlve, let me say that | envisage nNgsue with some degree of interest.

problems with our undertaking the inquiry requested by the
Hon. Nick Xenophon in relation to section 69A of the  TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: On behalf of the opposi-
Evidence Act. | approach the issue with a fairly open mindion, | indicate that we support this motion of the Hon. Nick
and | understand the sentiments expressed by those who haxenophon. He has outlined the reason for this motion coming
sought the establishment of this inquiry. before the chamber and | see no reason to repeat his com-
Section 69A has had quite a chequered history over thgnents. He has also insertedHiansard the correspondence
past decade. | recall the Hon. Chris Sumner being the subjeffbm Mr Peter McKeon. | believe that Mr McKeon wrote to
of quite an intense media attack over an earlier form o&ll members of parliament in November 1999. Regardless of
section 69A. At some stage, | think thgvertiser ran a  whether one agrees with everything in his correspondence,
campaign in which it described Adelaide as ‘suppressiomne has to commend the dedication of Mr McKeon in his
city’. It was quite an intense media campaign. | am sure thagelief that the present legislation is unjust and the need to
the Advertiser was not advancing its own interests; it hadreview this section of the Evidence Act.
other things in mind. | agree with the Hon. Nick Xenophon that this issue
I have been involved in cases where people who have begmould be appropriately examined by the Legislative Review
charged have received extensive publicity and, subsequentigommittee. It is an important issue that touches on a whole
have been acquitted. | must say that the allegations made fainge of matters of concern to the community. Essentially the
court about my clients achieved more prominence in thessue is about whether the media and, hence, the community
media than the news of the acquittal, which is generally puhould be informed of the identity of people accused of
somewhere near the classified advertisements— crimes and the right of the public to know. The wider issue
An honour able member: If you are lucky. is the impact on family members of people who have been
TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: If you are lucky, as the accused and, subsequently, who may not be convicted or
honourable member interjects. On the other hand, on rafgund guilty.
occasions, benefits arise from publicity. | recallwhen l acted mr McKeon rightly points outin his correspondence that
for a gentleman with an unblemished record. He was a finghe family members are innocent and, in some cases, the
upstanding member of the community when, at the age gfpact can be devastating. | think we all accept that some-
about 42 years, he was prosecuted with the allegation thafmes family members are treated badly. Then again, | note
with a hammer in his hand, he had wandered down Rundighat the shadow attorney-general, in responding to Mr
Street East, smashing the glass bit in the parking meters as jKeon, also raised the principle of keeping our courts freely
walked past—which he vehemently denied. I think there wergypen to the press. It is too important to be abandoned because
six witnesses sitting on the balcony or thereabouts of thgf the possibility that some people who are charged may not
Austral Hotel, including the then proprietor of that hotel. Thepe guilty. So, obviously, it is a balance.
proprietor swore black and blue that my client was the man The Hon. Nick Xenophon also noted the provisions of
who did it. Notwithstanding my client's denials, he was gection 69A(1) of the Evidence Act, which deals with
convicted of the offence beyond reasonable doubt. suppression orders; and, also, a further important consider-
For the first time, because of his status within theation js the extent to which the media can report cases. The
community, the matter received extensive publicity. Imnmedi+jon, Nick Xenophon is correct in saying that this issue will
ately following that publicity | received a call from two pe of great interest to many members of the public and, no
Italian gentlemen who ran a business on Rundle Street Ea%foubt, the committee will receive many submissions. The
and they both indicated to me that, based on the descriptiqgjyposition believes that it is appropriate for the Legislative
of events put to the court as reported in favertiser, the  Review Committee to investigate this issue to see whether
wrong man had been convicted. section 69A of the Evidence Act has been correctly applied
They had seen the whole incident and had approached thg,q whether it is working well. We agree with the principle
police and told them that they had the wrong man, and theyat one is presumed innocent until proven guilty. The right
were very concerned that my client had been convicted. Sgfthe community to know and the consideration of injustices
we took the matter to the Supreme Court and I think it camenat could occur from time to time to innocent parties is a

before His Honour Justice Millhouse who, | understand, isyalance, and it is appropriate that such an important subject
somewhere in the South Sea Islands— be reviewed.

TheHon. Nick Xenophon: Kiribati.

TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: Kiribati—that brings back TheHon. CAROLYN PICKLES secured the adjourn-
some memories. Justice Millhouse overturned the convictioment of the debate.
on the basis of fresh evidence that could not, with reasonable
diligence, have been available at the time of the trial. AUDITOR-GENERAL, SUPPLEMENTARY
Although, if the police had been more open in coming REPORT
forward with information, it would have been available. So
we went back to court with these additional withesses and, at Adjourned debate on motion of Hon. P. Holloway:
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That the Supplementary Report of the Auditor-General, 19994y obligations normally required of advisers in a transaction of this
2000 on Electricity Business Disposal Process in South Australianature.
Engagement of Advisers: Some Audit Observations, be noted. In relation to the conduct of the bidding process, the Auditor-

(Continued from 6 December. Page 821.) General states:

. With respect to the evaluation of indicative bids, | am of the

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: The Auditor-General has opinion that the information requested was not sufficient, as it was
provided us with a number of reports, but the motion that wepossible for each bidder to present financial information in a
are now debating relates to a particular supplementary repofifferent manner and with different underlying assumptions. Thi in
which was tabled on 30 November last year. While speakinﬁjrrn meant that it would be difficult for evaluators to compare the

. . . : ices offered by different bidders in order to determine which bid
to this motion, | would also like to include several of the maximised the disposal proceeds.

other rgports that the Audnor-Genle.raI has made in morﬁ"he Auditor-General made a series of recommendations in
recent times on the subject of electricity. Some of the report is report ranging from obligations to accord potential

the Auditor-General has given us are, of course, requireg. . ; i )
under the terms of the Electricity Corporations (Restructuring '?gserfoﬁLogﬁggraalt;aggve;?ég;:gGios'trpglgg\?;:ggg;ﬁioo?%e

gggu?lfs; gcriwsaillr?itgiit\'/ einclcj) S%:g € AOJ dti?grs-gerﬁgcr);sh?ri\;z; ?r:n ue diligence process. These are all matters which should not
y have arisen as a result of the disposal process and one

relation to some of the aspects of the sale and lease process., . . N g
that have particularly disturbed him. certainly hopes that they will not arise in relation to the

. L . disposal of the Ports and the TAB.
In relation to the report we are debating, itis interesting \1.i0ns were spent on consultants who should have
thatin the foreword the Auditor-General made the followinge g, req that all processes were correct. It is an indictment of

statement: this government's total lack of care both for the disposal
Although at the time of the preparation of this report the disposaprocess and for the people of this state. While | am talking
of government owned electricity business is complete, | am awargpoyt future sales, | also add the Lotteries Commission. We
that theddlsposal of other government-owned assets is currently be'%ould never forget that the Olsen government wished to put
pursued. o _ _ _ the Lotteries Commission on the sales block, in addition to
Of course, it is rather interesting that on this very day lthe other government instrumentalities it has already sold. We
received a copy of some correspondence—as | am sure haMgve no doubt that, if the Olsen government were to be
other members—relating to a major new consortium that i$eturned at the next election, Lotteries would be back on the
bidding for the Ports Corp. We also know that the TAB saleagenda. It is only because it could not get support from the
process is in place. Although, as the Auditor-General pointfhdependents that it did not proceed with the Lotteries sale.
out in his report in relation to the electricity sale process, itafter all, | am sure we all remember that we received draft
was too late to have any influence on the conduct of that Sa'%gislation from the government in relation to that sales
it did and does have reference to the procedures that thggcess.
government should pe employing in relation to the sale of 145 ontinue with the Auditor-General's reports, two
these other two very important assets, the TAB and the Porigyorts have been released this calendar year. The first reveals
Corporation. a number of serious defects in the ETSA leasing process.
The Auditor-General's reports really speak volumes abouthese mistakes continue to flow from a government which
the inadequacies of the electricity privatisation process thayas too concerned with gaining the maximum price for the
the government has undertaken. They also issue seriogale of our electricity assets and not concerned enough with
warnings about some of the consequences we might face ggaranteeing the security of supply and the ongoing cost
aresult. On 6 December last | spoke about the supplementagyructure for industry and consumers in this state. The
report concerning the engagement of advisers to the disposgbvernment must now bear the blame for the mess it has
process. | noted that the Auditor-General had come to thiflicted upon the public of South Australia.
conclusion that the lack of consistency with the Department | refer to the question that | asked the Treasurer today in
of Treasury and Finance guidelines on the engagement gfjation to the history of this matter. Electricity reform has
consultant services was a matter that objectively could be sagben discussed for many years. It first came to prominence
to give rise to public concern. The Auditor-General found thajy 1992 when the Hilmer report was commissioned. The
the Electricity Reform and Sales Unit failed to enforce thenjimer report, commissioned by the federal government,
terms of the contract which were designed to reduce the fegsoked at ways in which greater competition could be
payable to the lead advisers under certain circumstancegiroduced into the Australian economy and how the
resulting in the fees paid being higher than they mightcommunity of Australia might benefit from that. That report
otherwise have been. In short, the taxpayer was shor{yas received by governments in this state—in the dying days
changed. of the Bannon Arnold Government in about mid-1993. After
The Auditor-General found that, in relation to the leadthe election in December 1993, the new Premier, Dean
advisers, the arrangements established by ERSU, the refofBrown, signed off on the Hilmer report in February 1994.
unit, did not reflect sound administrative practice andThat was put forward for discussion and finally the Premier
potentially placed the state in a prejudicial position—and théDean Brown again) signed the competition principles
condemnation does not end there. In his report entitledgreement on behalf of this state in April 1995.
‘Electricity Businesses Disposal Process in South Australia:  South Australia then became the lead adviser for the
Arrangements for the Disposal of ETSA Utilities Pty Ltd and national electricity market. This state introduced the electrici-
ETSA Power Pty Ltd: Some Audit Observations’ thety legislation that all other states followed. We then moved
Auditor-General states: on to passing the Electricity Act in this state in 1996, which

The ERSU’'s management arrangements for the disposal of ETSAEt out all the rules for the operation of the national electricity
Utilities and ETSA Power have significantly diluted the accountabili-market. As | pointed out in my question earlier today, it was
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quite clear from the national competition policy agreement | recognise that the Auditor-General has made an import-
that each state was to be responsible for the agenda of dealiagt contribution. One can only hope that, in relation to the
with its public monopolies. It is quite clear when one lookssale processes of the other assets that are now under way, the
at the history of the national electricity market that certainlygovernment has adopted these recommendations of the
the now opposition (the then Labor government) supporteduditor-General. As an opposition, when we finally get some
it in principle, but that the particular design features of thatdetails—which is a very hard thing to do from this secretive
market were produced under the Brown and Olsen goverrgovernment—of how the government has gone about these
ments. Of course, we should never forget that, when Deasale processes, we will certainly be looking at them very
Brown was the Premier, John Olsen was the Minister foclosely, and woe betide this government if it has repeated
Infrastructure in charge of the electricity assets for a largsome of the mistakes made in relation to the electricity
period. process.

The electricity market under which we now operate has With those remarks | conclude my comments on this
been very much designed by the Liberal government that hagport of the Auditor-General. | will discuss some of his later
been in power for the last 7% years. How incredible, therereports on another occasion.
fore, that the government has now changed its rhetoric and
is putting out propaganda sheets suggesting that the national The Hon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER secured the
electricity market, in some way, was a creature of the Bannoadjournment of the debate.

Arnold governments. All the Bannon Arnold governments did
was endorse the Hilmer report and recommend that we LEGISLATIVE REVIEW COMMITTEE: ROCK

further study the national electricity market and look at how LOBSTER POTS
it might work. All the design features were developed under . .
this government. Adjourned debate on motion of Hon. A. J. Redford:

As | pointed out, under the competition policy agreement  That the report of the committee concerning the allocation of
each state was responsible for its own design. The electricifcreational rock lobster pots be noted.
industry in this state is quite different from that in other (Continued from 28 March. Page 1161)
states. | am sure everyone is aware that New South Wales and
Queensland have not privatised their electricity industry and The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS: There was a long investiga-
that those states do not have the particular problems that wi@n into this matter, and the question of the allocation of rock
are facing at the moment. It is quite incredible that thislobster licences in South Australian waters has been a long
government is now trying to recreate history and pretend thand vexed ajument for many years. There is no doubt that
for the last 7% years every decision it has made on electricitihe professional rock lobster fishery has been very successful
in some way has been as a result of decisions made b protecting the industry and, in no small part, protecting the
previous governments. That will not wash with the electoratdish within the fishery, but for a long time there has been an
in any way whatsoever. argument about the proportion of the stock that is available

ThePRESIDENT: | inform the Hon. Paul Holloway that  to recreational fishermen.
the motion he has moved is specifically about the engagement There was some concern around 1987 about the amount
of advisers. However, when following speakers respond, thegf rock lobster that was being removed from the sea, both by
will be confined to talking about advisers only. The honour-professionals and by the recreational fishermen, and I think
able member should consider keeping to his motion oit was Minister Mayes who put a moratorium on the issuing
expanding his motion to lead into some other area. of new recreational pots at that time. We then faced a

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: Yes, thank you Mr Presi- Situation for some years where no lobster pots were issued
dent. Certainly, the subject of electricity is a big one and theintil late in the 1990s. A committee was set up to review the
Auditor-General has made a number of comments on it. Ofock lobster fishery, and a number of attempts were made to
course, this report specifically refers to the appointment ofty to get a fairer distribution and a fairer licensing system for
advisers. We know that approximately $100 million of those who wanted to engage in recreational rock lobster
taxpayers’ money was spent in relation to these advisers. Atshing.
we can see, a number of criticisms are made in the Auditor- That left us with a situation whereby many potters, as they
General’s report about how lax the process was in relation tare called, still had their licences, which have become known
the appointment of those consultants. as grandfather licences, and they are grandfather potters. A

I have ranged a bit wide in this report because the Auditoreouple of years ago we had some attempts to try to introduce
General was quite clear in it that, because the governmeatlicensing system. The first attempt was when you applied
was considering other sales processes, he was naturally véfgy a licence, and there was a great deal of argument about
keen that the lessons from the electricity sale should be learhow well that was advertised.
and that those mistakes should not be repeated in relation to There was a great deal of concern that many professional
the other sales. There are a number of other matters thatack lobster fishermen in the know, so to speak, were tipped
would like to note in relation to electricity in some of the off early and took advantage of the situation. In fact, you had
latter reports, but | will do that on another occasion. professional rock lobster fishermen with five recreational

I conclude by saying that the supplementary report that thobster licences within the same family. That caused a great
Auditor-General has brought down on this and other topicsleal of concern and anger.
in relation to the sale process underlined one point, and that The next attempt by the government was the ring in: the
is that the government has made a mess of the electricifirst ones to ring in would be allocated a licence. That was an
privatisation process. From day one, when this governmersbsolute disaster and, during our deliberations and consulta-
went back on its word never to privatise electricity, to thistions with rock lobster fishermen all over South Australia,
day, the government has been ducking and weaving, attemghat was very widely criticised. We were interested in the
ing to dodge serious questions about the disposal processview of Mr Zacharin, the acting Director of Fisheries, and a
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number of other people who gave evidence, saying that there Therefore, the only issue still to be addressed in relation to the

would be very little impact on the fishery if we opened up theresolution is the call on the Premier to ensure that the Inquiry has the
licensing system in a way similar to that which occurs jnPowers to subpoena documents and witnesses and to take evidence

West Australi dT . under oath.
estern Australia and fasmania. While the Government has done all it can do to cooperate, it

I note that during his contribution my colleague the Hon.cannot give Mr Clayton QC the power to subpoena documents and
Angus Redford outlined what that actually entailed. It was thevitnesses and to take evidence on oath. It was the Government’s

final—and unanimous—determination of the committee thiyéew that the Inquiry should proceed and, if Mr Clayton informed

P e Government that he was having difficulty taking evidence or
we would recommend to the government that it introduce th quiring production of documents, the Government would then

system. From a personal point of view, | have always beeRddress that issue at that time. However, the Opposition has at-
one to try to protect the rights previously enjoyed for someempted to undermine the Inquiry by creating a sideshow about its
time by the citizens of South Australia, which leads me to ad(ﬁOW?fE- Inttr?e light tOhf tthteh Ollgpol_S'tlon’St bﬁha\l/éogﬂy the GO;/eth‘ment .
; PN T as taken the view that the Parliament should be requested to enac
this note of _cautlor) in my contribution. this legislation to put the sideshow about the Inquiry’s powers to rest.
Itis my firm belief that those people who hold a grand-Therefore, this Bill provides a legislative framework for this to
father potter’s licence should not be disadvantaged by thisccur.
new trial arrangement. | hope that the government accepts the The Bill will give Mr Clayton QC the powers necessary to
recommendations of the Cc)mmnteel but if for one reason dfonduct the |nqu|ry without Settlng up, or mtrOdUClng the full powers

; . . 0f, a Royal Commission.
another that fails, | put on record that it would be my firm Clause 3 designates a number of provisions undedtheuds-

view that, whatever other arrangements need to be madgan act 1972 as relevant provisions and imports them into the Bill.
people who hold grandfather licences should maintain thenthe relevant provisions will apply to the Inquiry, as if the Inquiry
in advance of any other licensing system. Given that briefvere an investigation of the Ombudsman undeQivbudsman Act

outline of a very complex consultation, | recommend to thel972 and the person conducting the Inquiry is equated to the
mbudsman for those purposes. The relevant sections @rthe

Council that it passes th_e mQtiO“ of _the Hon. A_ngus_ Redfor udsman Act 1972 are sections 18(2) and (3) and (6), section 23 and
that the report of the Legislative Review Committee into rocksection 24.
lobsters be noted. Section 18 of thé©mbudsman Act 1972 deals with the procedure
for an investigation, section 23 deals with the right of entry and
TheHon. T. CROTHERS secured the adjournment of inspection and section 24 sets out a number of offences dealing with

h ] obstruction. o _
the debate Clause 4 of the Bill inserts a power to require the attendance of

witnesses. An authorised person (being the person conducting the

SOFTWARE CENTRE INQUIRY (POWERSAND Inquiry, a person assisting in the conduct of the Inquiry, or the
IMMUNITIES) BILL secretary to the Inquiry) may issue a summons requiring a person to

appear before the Inquiry at a specified time and place to give

Second reading. evidence or to produce evidentiary material (or both). Where a
i summons requires the production of evidentiary material, it can
The Hon. DIANA l_‘Al DLA_W (Minister for Transport stipulate that the material be produced to an authorised person
and Urban Planning): | move: . nominated in the summons. Clause 4(3) will allow the evidence of
That this bill be now read a second time. a person appearing before the Inquiry to be taken on oath or

| seek leave to have the second reading explanation insertéfirmation. ) ) o

in Hansard without my reading it. Clause 5 of the Bill deals with the obligations on a person to

Leave aranted comply with a summons; to give evidence on oath or affirmation,

9 : and to answer questions relevant to the Inquiry to the best of the

This Bill deals with the powers and immunities of the Inquiry to person’s knowledge, information and belief. If a person refuses to
be conducted by Mr Dean Clayton QC into the matters surroundingomply with a summons, refuses to give evidence on oath or
the Cramond inquiry. affirmation, or refuses to answer questions relevant to the Inquiry to

The Inquiry was established in response to a resolution passdbtle best of the person’s knowledge, information and belief, the
by the House of Assembly on 1 March 2001. By virtue of the Supreme Court may, on the application of an authorised person,
resolution, the House of Assembly called on the Premier to establistompel attendance of the person before the Court to give evidence
an inquiry to be headed by an independent senior counsel arat produce evidentiary material.
assisted by an ex-public servant of high standing to inquire and Subclause (2) provides that a person who, without reasonable
report into the following matters associated with the inquiry of excuse, refuses or fails to comply with a summons, refuses or fails
Mr J.M.A. Cramond into allegations concerning the now Premier into give evidence on oath or affirmation, or refuses or fails to answer
regard to Motorola: questions relevant to the Inquiry to the best of the person’s know-
- determine whether material evidence, written or oral, was noledge, information and belief, is guilty of offence.

supplied to Mr Cramond and the reasons it was not supplied;  Clause 6 sets out the privileges and immunities that apply to the
determine whether any oral evidence given to the Cramondhquiry. The person appointed to conduct the Inquiry, a person
inquiry was misleading, inaccurate or dishonest in any materiahppointed to assist in the conduct of the Inquiry, the secretary to the
partlcul'ars; and ) ) Inquiry, any person appearing before it, and any legal practitioner
determine whether any person or persons did or failed to deepresenting someone in connection with the Inquiry, have the same
anything which caused relevant evidence not to be presented fsrotection and immunities as in proceedings before the Supreme
the Cramond inquiry or caused inaccurate, misleading oCourt.

dishonest evidence to be given to the Cramond inquiry. The Government is keen to ensure that the spirit of the resolution

The resolution also called upon the Premier to ensure that thg honoured and that there can be no question about the capacity of

inquiry has the powers to subpoena documents and witnesses ang\i® Clayton QC to get to the truth. This Bill gives him all necessary
take evidence under oath, and called on the Premier to report to th@ywers to enable him to achieve that objective.

House on 13 March 2001 regarding the names of the persons to be | commend the bill to the house.
appointed and the commencement date of the inquiry. Explanation of clauses
When the resolution was being considered on 1 March, the House cl 1- Short titl p
made its position clear that this inquiry should not be a Royal . ause L. snortutie
Commission. Speedy finalisation of this issue is sought. his clause is formal.
On 13 March 2001, the Premier announced that, in accordance Clause 2: Interpretation o
with the resolution, Mr Dean Clayton QC had been appointed by thd his clause contains a number of definitions for the purposes of the
Crown Solicitor to undertake the Inquiry, with Mr Richard StevensBill.
assisting. The proposed terms of reference for the Inquiry were as The Inquiry means the Second Software Centre Inquiry into
set out in the motion. matters surrounding the first Software Inquiry by Mr J.M.A.
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Cramond established in response to a resolution passed by the Hous®st of which are not controversial although some of them
of AAssemR:y on %j March ZQO}H ted by the Crow quite complicated and technical in nature. The legislative
n authorised person is the person appointed by the Crow :
Solicitor to conduct the Inquiry, or a person appointed to assist in th mhe_nldments to theh Roac_il Tr?ﬁlc Act 1961, theh Motor
conduct of the Inquiry, or the secretary to the Inquiry. ehicles Act 1959, the Rail Safety Act 1996 and the Har-
Evidentiary material is defined to mean any document, object obours and Navigation Act 1993 are recommendations of the

substance of evidentiary value or possible evidentiary value to theegal Policing and Scientific Committee on Drink Driving

Inquiry. inh i ; ;

Clause 3: Application of certain provisions of Ombudsman Act igg?gpi,avvhmh is a committee of the Law Society of South
1972 to Inquiry o ) )
Sections 18(2), 18(3), 18(6), 23 and 24 of @rebudsman Act 1972 | have quite a lot to do with the Law Society and | am
apply to and in relation to the Inquiry, as if— aware of its very democratic and comprehensive committee

tge anduirywere éhe Lr%erﬁgggtion opf\gn adgﬂnistrative actby thestrycture. | thank the minister for giving me the briefing
mbudsman under udsman Act; an : . L .

the person appointed to conduct the Inquiry were the omPrecis of_that committee on this ISSue. My question to the
budsman. minister is: when was the report first prepared by the Law
Section 18 of thé®mbudsman Act sets out the procedures of the Society, and when was it first presented to government?

Ombudsman in relation to an investigation by the Ombudsmanofan  As the minister has reported in her second reading

administrative act. Section 23 of that Act gives the Ombudsman th : : ;
power to enter an inspect relevant premises or places and anythi planation, the recommendations upon which we are now

in those premises or places. Section 24 of that Act creates offenc@ting represent unanimous decisions of the committee. There
relating to the obstruction of the Ombudsman acting under the aegare about eight or so recommendations which, in my view,
of that Act. improve the current law for both those who have to enforce

Clause 4: Power to require attendance of witnesses, efc. the law and those at the receiving end of it—although they
An authorised person may—

issue a summons requiring a person to appear before the Inquifpay have a different view on that. For example, the bill seeks
at a specified time and place to give evidence or to producé0 ensure that people who may be physically incapable of
evidentiary material (or both); and _ providing a breath test are made aware of their rights to a
administer an oath or affirmation to a person appearing beforg|god test. As the minister has highlighted, this has meant

the Inquiry. o
A summons to produce evidentiary material may, instead o hat these same people who are unaware of their right to a

providing for production of evidentiary material before the Inquiry, Plood test can then potentially be charged with failing to
provide for production of the evidentiary material to an authorisedprovide a breath sample.

per(s:cl)n nogig%tledaip thte sqmmqgs. One can imagine the anxiety of someone who has been in
ause 5: LJuiganon to give evidence aroad crash. It would be very hard for a person in that case
If a person refuses or fails— - - .
- to comply with a summons issued under clause 4; or to think lucidly. | agree that the onus should be on the police
to make an oath or affirmation when required to do so by arto advise and fully explain the ramifications of the legislation.
authorised person; or My question to the minister on this is: what do the police do

to answer a question on a subject relevant to the Inquiry to thgnhen they are faced with someone who does not speak
best of the person’s knowledge, information and belief,

the Supreme Court may, on application by an authorised perso@nglish? This situation obviously has been encountered by
compel the attendance of the person before the Court to givé1e police on numerous occasions.
evidence or to produce evidentiary material for the purposes of the | also support the taking of two breath samples instead of

Inqxirgérson who, without reasonable excuse, refuses or fails— one, where the lower result is deemed to be the designated
to comply with a summons issued under clause 4: or samp_le. | agree that this Woul_d be a fairer measure, and | am
to make an oath or affirmation when required to do so by arcertain that the general public would agree, too. The other
authorised person; or two legislative changes, in particular the nominal defendant

to answer a question on a subject relevant to the Inquiry tothgnd the written-off vehicles proposal, are also sensible
. bestofthe person's knowledge, information and belief, gprovisions which I support. | have distributed the bill to the
is guilty of an offence and liable to a penalty not exceeding $10 00 RAA. the Transport Workers Union and the Police Associa-
Clause 6: Privileges and immunities ) ! p > lor h : !
An authorised person has, in connection with the conduct of théion and have also had discussions with Professor Jack
Inquiry, and in respect of any report prepared as part of, or at thicLean from the Road Accident Research Unit, all of whom,
conclusion of, the Inquiry, the same protection and immunities as as | ynderstand it, either by not contacting my office or by

Judge of the Supreme Court. - . .
E person Wﬁo appears before the Inquiry, or who provide contacting my office, have supported the provisions of the

evidentiary material to the Inquiry or an authorised person, has th@lll.
same protection, privileges and immunities as a witness in pro-

ceedings before the Supreme Court. _ ~ TheHon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER secured the
A legal practitioner who represents a person in connection W'”?ﬁdjournment of the debate
the Inquiry has the same protection and immunities as counse )

involved in proceedings before the Supreme Court. [Sitting suspended from 5.58 to 7.45 p.m]

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY secured the adjournment of
the debate.
DENTAL PRACTICE BILL

STATUTESAMENDMENT (TRANSPORT . .
PORTFOLIO) BILL Adjourned debate on second reading.

(Continued from 27 March. Page 1113.)
Adjourned debate on second reading.
(Continued from 3 April. Page 1223.) TheHon. J.SL. DAWKINS: This bill is the culmination
of a process of review and consultation, including a review
TheHon. CAROLYN PICKLES (Leader of the carried out in accordance with the competition principles
Opposition): The opposition supports the second reading ofigreement, using the foundation of the existing Dentists Act
the bill. It seeks to achieve a number of legislative changes,984, which it will replace. The bill is a major rewrite which
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recognises and registers dental practitioners in South SOFTWARE CENTRE INQUIRY (POWERSAND
Australia, two categories of whom have not been registered IMMUNITIES) BILL
in the past.
| want briefly to summarise the main features of the bill  Adjourned debate on second reading (resumed on motion).
as it relates to the different facets of that industry. In relation (Continued from page 1251.)
to dentists and dental hygienists, the situation of existing
registered dental practitioners is preserved with minor TheHon. P.HOLLOWAY: The opposition supports this
enhancements and, as a result, there will be few changes#dl. Pat Conlon, my colleague in another place, introduced
dentists and dental hygienists. However, the provisiong bill in very similar terms to this prior to the government’s
preventing qualified dentists who have specialised in #troducing this bill yesterday. The background of this bill is
particular field from practising general dentistry have beeras follows. Some time ago, following allegations that were
removed. There will be a register on which all dentists willraised by the opposition and others in relation to the letting
be registered, enabling them to practise all forms of generdlf the contract to Motorola for the government radio network,
dentistry. In addition, registration as a specialist will enable2 committee was set up under Mr Cramond. The inquiry that
them to practise in their particular specialist area, or areas, iMr Cramond conducted reported to the government some
the case of those who have qualified in more than onéme ago. After that report was released, the opposition heard
specialist field. a number of allegations that documents or information had
Provision is made for dental students to be registered. Thaot been forwarded to that inquiry; in other words, that the
primary reason for requiring student registration is thainquiry had not considered the full range of information
students have access to patients during their courses, and#ailable to it. There were persistent rumours over at least a
is imperative to ensure that infection control measures angear or two following the report by Mr Cramond.
standards are observed. Dental treatment by its nature is We all know what happened then. A batch of so-called
invasive, with practitioners working with human tissue andmissing documents was discovered, apparently, in the
blood. Registration will bring students within the scope of theDepartment of Industry and Trade when Mr John Cambridge,

board and the act and therefore within the testing an&hief Executive Officer of that department, appeared before
notification requirements in relation to prescribed communithe Economic and Finance Committee in relation to various

cable infections. matters and was asked questions. He was a bit upset by the
Dental therapists have been the major providers of dentdine of questioning and apparently he looked for, or his
care for school children in South Australia for 30 yearsdepartment was able to discover, some documents that had
through the school dental service, otherwise known as SADS0t been presented to the Cramond inquiry.
Currently, they are restricted by the Dentists Act to work ~What | have omitted to say is that, because a number of
exclusively with SADS under the control of a dentist and onlyiSSues were not satisfactorily resolved by the Cramond
on children. They are not registered under the act. The bilhquiry, under pressure from parliament, the Premier agreed
removes the restriction to employment in the public sectofO refer those unresolved issues to the Prudential Management
and permits them to work in the private sector, but theGroup of government, and that group was highly critical of
restriction to work only on children will remain, as this is the the Department of Industry and Trade, which is now headed
area for which they are trained. The bill provides an extendeBY the Treasurer. At the time the Motorola contract was being
role for appropriately trained clinical dental technicians to behegotiated—we are talking about the period 1994 to 1996—
able to make and fit partial dentures directly to the publicthe agency of the minister operated as the Economic Devel-
Provision is included for the registration of dental technician®Pment Authority.
for the first time. The prudential management group had been highly critical
This legislation is underpinned with a theme of theOf the minister's officers and so, apparently in an attempt to
protection of the health and safety of the public. Speciafestore his reputation, the chief executive officer of the
reference is made in the long title of the bill to its being an acfleépartment found some documents that he forwarded to a
to protect the health and safety of the public. In exercising it§umber of people: the ombudsman, | understand; the
functions, the board is required to do so with the object of’rémier's office (although, apparently they were not received
protecting the health and safety of the public. The theme dpy the Premier himself but by Ms Vicki Thompson, who is
protection of the public is carried through generally in the billthe chief of staff of the Premier's office); and the Minister for

and specifically in several provisions such as medical fitnedgdustry and Trade, who also occupies the position of
to practise provisions. | commend the bill to the Council. Treasurer. The Treasurer, of course, did not do anything with

them. He said afterwards, ‘Since they were sent to the
TheHon. T. CROTHERS secured the adjournment of Premier’s office, why should | deal with them? If they have
the debate. been to the Premier’s office, they are not my responsibility.’
When the papers got to the Premier’s office, Ms Vicki

POL ICE SUPERANNUATION (MISCELLANEOUS)  Thompson, apparently, played pass the parcel with them and

AMENDMENT BILL said straightaway, ‘I do not want to look at them. | will send
them back to the department from whence they came.’ That
Adjourned debate on second reading. might have been the end of the matter, but a copy of these
(Continued from 3 April. Page 1226.) documents came into the hands of the opposition and the

matter was raised in parliament.
TheHon. R.I. LUCAS (Treasurer): | thank members for The Hon. R.l. Lucas interjecting:
their contributions to the second reading of the police TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: Well, they were sent to the
superannuation bill and their indications of support. Ombudsman, so we heard, but certainly the ministers of the
Bill read a second time and taken through its remaininggovernment did not see any particular need to deal with them,
stages. and one could perhaps understand why that might be the case.
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When these matters were raised in the parliament when it An honourable member interjecting:
resumed after a long 3% month break over summer, the TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: Well, let us put it all on the
documents were tabled and, naturally, the House of Assembhgcord. To return to the substance, | think that the quote
was concerned that the documents apparently contradicted tbiearly shows that the missing documents are certainly
report of Mr Cramond. That, of course, is denied, but | will relevant to the inquiry conducted by Mr Cramond several
read— years ago.
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw interjecting: TheHon. K.T. Griffin: You said that did not affect the
TheHon. P. HOLL OWAY: | will tell the minister what  outcome.
they said. I am quite happy to. These are not my words but TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: Let us just see what
those of the deputy head of the Treasurer's department, Miir Cramond said and get it on the record. Yes, it is true that
Jim Hallion. This is what he said— Mr Cramond was sent a copy of these documents and that he
The Hon. R.l. Lucas interjecting: made various comments about it and that they would not have
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: No; this is what the deputy changed his view. However, he did put this very important
chief executive of your department wrote. The Treasurer wilcaveat at the end of his letter, which | put on the record. He
not go public and clear the name of his department, which isaid:
what it asked for. What the covering note to the so-called | yngerstand that an inquiry will be made as to why neither
missing documents asked for is summed up in the last lingyiSBARD—

as follows: that is the department responsible at the time—

CEi)bﬁgg\éi ttgagéhceo:treg&gjdlgrt]etrhn;zg fr%)tttgrtg_e department and It?mr DIl brought this correspondence to my notice in 1998. In the

= - event that that inquiry found that there has been a deliberate

Specifically, | refer to the following comment: concealment of material, the credibility of people whose evidence
To my knowledge this is the first time this department has seeh"2ve acceptedhwogld n?_ed to Eje reconS|de’\r/|ed(.)Il do ?Ot atbpr_esent,

the report and | am not aware of any interaction with this departmerft®Wever. see what erfle it wo_ul accrue to Mr Olsen from being a
in the preparation of the report by the prudential management groufp 2ty to suppression of material.
There are a number of matters raised in the PMG report to which thighe important thing is that he said:
department takes issue. | understand that the PMG report was L
effectively based upon the Cramond Report, so the matters raised I the event of that that inquiry—
also have implications for that report. and we are talking here about the Clayton inquiry to which
That is not me speaking, it is not Pat Conlon and it is not dhis bill directly refers in relation to the powers and immuni-
member of the opposition; this is the deputy chief executivdies—

of the Department of Industry and Trade. He goes on:  found that there has been a deliberate concealment of material, the
The PMG report states ‘... the outright failure by EDA to credibility of people whose evidence | have accepted would need to
provide copies of relevant and material contracts to OIT, and td€ reconsidered.

provide meaningful briefings to OIT, played a significantrole inthe  An honourable member interjecting:
chain of errors, misunderstandings, wrongful assumptions, misinfor- TheH P. HOL L OWAY: Well h hi .
mation and the eventual material and misleading statements to ' N€M0ON. F. - Well, he says at this stage:

parliament, all which events are clearly identified in the Cramond| do not at present, however. ' He wasmaking—

Report.” The implication in the PMG report and also from the  An honourable member interjecting:

Cramond Report is that the EDA never provided a copy of the . ; ;

Motorola contract to OIT or at least not before the preferential TheHon. RI. LUCAS I_f you “k.e' Hwill

treatment was accorded to Motorola (which | understand occurred AN honourable member: Table it.

‘per the medium of the contact of 22 November 1996’ vide P2 ofthe TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: It has already been tabled, as |
PMG report). understand. Actually it has not: this government has not

I do not believe that this implication is correct. | attach for your :
consideration copies of relevant correspondence between th bled it. | seek leave to table a copy of the letter that

department and the Department of Information Industries (DIIMr Cramond sent to the Crown Solicitor.

formerly known as OIT, which confirms that not only was the  Leave granted.

Motorola contract provided to DIl prior to November 1996 butthat  The Hon. P. HOL L OWAY: For the purposes of this bill,

DII had taken responsibility for the contract. _itis important that the majority of the House of Assembly

Later on in this note, Mr Hallion made the following was so concerned that this new evidence had turned up that

comment: it decided that a new inquiry should be conducted in relation
Inview of this | find it surprising that Cramond states on page 35t0 these matters. It has to be remembered that we are talking

of his report ‘no copy or even a summary of the effect of the contrachhout the integrity of the Premier. The Cramond inquiry did

0f 23 June 1994 was ever provided to OIT. indeed find that the Premier of South Australia had misled the

On page 37 of the Cramond report, he further states: House of Assembly—that was its finding. The question, of
Mr Dundon— course, that the Cramond inquiry went into was: what was the
who was the CEO of the OIT at the time— Premier’s state of mind when the House was misled? Thatin

was not supplied with a copy of the contract of 23 June 1994, nopself is a rather In'ge_restlng .dISCUSSIOn’ which l.Wm. not g0
was he ever informed that any effect of the letter of 14 April 1994INt0 now because it is not directly relevant to this bill but it
had been overtaken by the contract. On the basis of the abovs a matter of historical record.

evidence these statements are not correct. The House of Assembly was so concerned when this new
So, there it is: the Deputy Chief Executive Officer of the information came forward that by majority it suspended
Department of Industry and Trade is saying that thesstanding orders. Of course, the government at the time
documents—the so-called missing documents—contradicpposed the suspension of standing orders to bring on the
several findings of the Cramond report. How ever much thenotion to set up this new inquiry. When it realised that it did
Minister for Transport might care to say that it is the opposi-not have the numbers because | believe that suspension was
tion throwing this out, this was in the note of the Deputy supported by all the Independents in the House of Assembly,
Chief Executive Officer of the Department of Trade. the government accepted that the inquiry be established.
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The terms of reference of that inquiry are set out in  The Hon. R.l. Lucas interjecting:
Hansard. | do not think that there is any need for meto go  TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: The fact is that her name
through them here but, essentially, Mr Clayton and Mrwas certainly mentioned. Certainly the question of Vicki
Richard Stevens have been asked to investigate the issues tiiabmpson’s role in relation to the receipt of those documents
were considered originally by Mr Cramond. Of course, oneand other matters has been raised. | just found it curious. |
of the terms of reference to which | would like to refer in the will leave it at that, but | find it rather curious—
motion moved by my colleague in another place, Pat Conlon, The Hon. R.I. Lucas interjecting:

concluded as follows: _ o TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: The Treasurer says, ‘Sack
The House calls upon the Premier to ensure that the inquiry h%e politician.’ This is great from the Treasurer because, when

the powers to subpoena documents and witnesses and to t - : : Py
evidence under oath and calls on the Premier to report to the Hou e matters were first raised, where did these documents go*

on 13 March 2001 regarding the names of the persons to bé/hen the opposition first asked the question, where were
appointed and the commencement date of the inquiry. these missing documents? What happened to them? Why
Importantly, the House did not require that a royal commis\ere they not dealt with earlier, and what did the P.remie.r do?
sion, or something of that order, be established, because 6PpParently, by all accounts, he has carpeted his Chief of
the expense. However, it was certainly required by the Housetaff, Vicki Thompson, for not bringing them to his attention.
of Assembly that the government should make sure that the The Premier said at the time these matters were raised in
inquiry had sufficient powers to ensure that documents coul@arliament that he was angry that these documents had not
be required and that witnesses would give evidence und&een brought to his attention, yet they were handed to the
oath if so required by the inquiry. Of course, we found shortlyChief of Staff. The Treasurer said, ‘The reason why | did not
after Mr Clayton and Mr Stevens were appointed that thago anything with them was that they had been sent to the
may not have been the case. It was reported irtvertiser Premier's Chief of Staff’ and he assumed—that is the
on 22 March, under the headline ‘Motorola inquiry left Treasurer—that they would have been shown to the Premier.
powerless’, that the inquiry would not be able to forcel found it extraordinary in those circumstances that the
witnesses to give evidence or to subpoena documents.  comment ‘We do not need powers to call witnesses or require
What was interesting about that, or something that | foundvitnesses to attend and to produce documents’ was left to
interesting, was that the government spokeswoman in thigicki Thompson, and | leave it at that.
case, Vicki Thompson, the Premier's Chief of Staff, was As aresult of that, as | said, my colleague in another place
reported in this article as saying.‘. a royalcommission Pat Conlon gave notice of a bill, but fortunately the govern-
would cost millions of dollars and take more than a year tanent has decided to do the right thing. | am sure it was

complete. Ms Thompson further said: helped in reaching that decision by the fact that the Independ-
We have complied with the motion as put by the opposition andeNnts in another place, who have taken a key interest in the
supported by the government. whole Motorola affair from day one—and | am referring to

| found it rather curious that Vicki Thompson, the Premier'sRory McEwen and Kaylene Maywald—obviously have been
Chief of Staff, should be taking the lead role in trying to @ble to persuade the government that it should bring in this

oppose, at the time, any increase in powers for this particuld¥ill to give powers to Mr Clayton and his assistant, Mr
commission as she was the person— Stevens, so that they can require attendance of witnesses. |

The Hon. RR. Robertsinterjecting: think we all agree that we should not over do it in terms of
The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: Certainly, allegations have royal_commissio_n powers. As | understand_it, essentially what
been made in the other place in relation to the role that Vickihe bill does is give Mr Clayton powers similar to those under
Thompson has played in this. She is certainly an interesteff® Ombudsman’s act so that he can properly carry out his
player in the investigation. She was the person who, after alifquires.
received missing documents from the Department of Industry With that background, the opposition is pleased that the
and Trade: they were forwarded on to her, so she has a rog@vernment has introduced this bill. We certainly support the
in that regard. Allegations have also been made in anoth@peedy passage of the bill. The sooner this whole matter can
place, and | refer to page 1 001 of the House of Assembl{e resolved once and for all, the better it will be for this state.
Hansard of Thursday 1 March, which— It has gone on for far too long. The matter refers to events
The Hon. R.I. Lucasinterjecting: that first happened in 1994.
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: Well, a number of people The Hon. R.I. Lucas interjecting:
were mentioned; it will be interesting to see what happens. TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: Of course, the Treasurer
The Hon. R Lucas interjecting: keeps saying, ‘Yes, these matters are so long ago,” but
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: A number of people have nonetheless, if this matter had been speedily and properly
made these allegations that, at a particular meeting, Vickiealt with in the first instance, then it would not have reached
Thompson made certain claims. | suspect that this would athis stage. It is not the opposition’s fault that suddenly these
come out at the inquiry. Certainly, | thought it was rather odddocuments apparently have surfaced out of nowhere. We
as it had been previously suggested that Vicki Thompson hagkrtainly support the bill. We hope that Mr Clayton can get
some involvement in this. Certainly she was the person when with his inquiry and we have a speedy resolution, and this
received the documents from the Department of Industry anghatter can be resolved once and for all.
Trade.
The Hon. R.I. Lucas interjecting: TheHon. J.SLL. DAWKINS secured the adjournment of
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: No, she received these the debate.
missing documents.
TheHon. R.l. Lucas; But when are you talking about? ELECTRICITY, PORTFOLIO
The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: She received them late last
yeatr. Adjourned debate on motion of Hon. S.M. Kanck:
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That this Council recommends that the Premier should relieve thander my leadership so that may be another reason for getting
R B2, LA TSI 11 SOutidof Lucas: and te people of South Ausraia may wel have
electricity supply to oversee and facilitate the security and reIiabilityg:?gk%q?ggrin;;y E %}gggh?r;ﬁriadershlp of the parliamentary
of the industry in this state. :

(Continued from 28 March. Page 1154.) We have made further points in question time this week

-rag ) and, without going over all the detail again, | have highlight-
TheHon. R.I. LUCAS (Treasurer): | am very pleased ed the problems in South Australia. The government con-
to demonstr.até how gracious this go{/ernment is that, actin pdes that the problems—and significant problems—that we
on behalf of the Hon. Sandra Kanck, we are happy t6 brindAce in South Australia in relation to pricing for gross period
on the motion, which is a sort of condemnation, relieving theslésl}tc;]mﬁ;geaﬁaoaigfi:eéggngﬁe%gy tl)ourisel?lesive: ;]na\l/\leew
'Il'qreasurer of hISJOb In relation to electricity, butwe WelComehighlighted already that BHP in NeV\./castI):e: has ir%dicated itis
the opportunity— . : o .
C facing a 50 per cent increase for electricity as it comes off
¥EZHH%? -II—?GI Ii(z?g ,;Ssl-nfgigégg'_to actin a collegiate contract. We are still looking for names of companies; they
. Ce ’ y - 9 are a bit reluctant to put names to claims at the moment.
fashion, as | said, on behalf of my good friend and colleague Business associations in Victoria are reporting that, as

g‘:ng;ngntiafggt%égi IA;US(;[Lael'gﬁeﬁe;giﬁzgt;’;gganStheir two and three year contracts have come up for renewal
L will briefl reéount where I%ave beer¥and then hea(,j O‘ihis year, businesses in Victoria are facing 50 to 100 per cent
y rice increases for their contracts. As | said in question time

I;%TL:ggr;'tlgiﬂg{gl:;%ﬁ:}%ﬂ&gﬁgﬁgﬁﬁg toatrr'giﬁuclgpsh esterday, the government concedes that South Australia is
NP ming off a higher base—as we always have—in relation to

press statement released by the Australian Demacrats Wh'(électricity pricing in South Australia, in part because we use

went out under the non-inflammatory heading of ‘Get rid Ofsubstantially gas rather than cheap coal but also because of

L:J:t?s édrgoiltjl\/(\j/arsl;oégggr;hﬁacgg(e r\/v%rc?sisn rrilcfﬁsi?l,tebrﬁt (larzu he particular issues that relate to our tight supply-demand
pretly ' P alance in South Australia and the national market.

fashion, had a headline a year or two ago, ‘Lucas caught wit As | said, we are hopeful that in the next week or so we

pants down’ or something— will be able to release fi [ ici
d . gures from the National Electricity
TheHon. R.R. Robert; tha pretty S'ght' Code Administrator (NECA) in relation to pricing in all
TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: | did not think it was a pretty markets— Queensland, New South Wales, Victoria and South

sight. | thﬁught it was most u?f(?]rtunate plhraseology 10 béyystralia—comparing the average prices this last summer
used by the Deputy Leader of the Australian Democrats. Jiiih the previous summer. When those figures are released

think | suggesfted at the time that it was sexist in its Ianguagsfﬁcia”y' it will—I was going to say convince a number of
and if | was thin-skinned | would have been deeply offendedpeome; | guess that is putting too strong a point on it—

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw interjecting: o _ effectively refute, because | suspect it will not convince a

TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: Perhaps she was being imperti- numper of people who do not want to be convinced, the
nent, | am not sure. Under that non-inflammatory heading ofgjaims that South Australia and South Australia alone is the
‘Get rid of Lucas’, the Deputy Leader of the Australian gne facing significant price increases. Indeed, those figures
Democrats made a number of outrageous claims, many gfill show, as | understand it, that price increases in Victoria
which were factually wrong. | would like to use stronger iy the pool in the summer are significantly higher summer to
language in this place, but | will not. I can only assume thakymmer than the comparative prices in the South Australian
the deputy leader deliberately chose to try to beat up medigyarket.
interest—successfully, | might say—in her press release of ajsgin the figures for March, the first full month that we
Monday 26 March. . have had in the market since Pelican Point (with just under

She made some extravagant claims such as the fact the®o megawatts of capacity) has been operating, the average
‘last year the average pool price for electricity soared by mor@ool prices in South Australia compared to those of all the
than 200 per cent’ . .. damns the Treasurer and his govergther states again will effectively refute some of the sugges-
ment's policy’. As | demonstrated last week—and I will not tions and claims that are being made that Pelican Point will
repeat all the detail—that claim is absolutely wrong and, agot have a significant influence on pricing in our market here
I understand it, the deputy leader in somewhat shame-faced South Australia. They were the claims being made by the
fashion came back into the House and apologised for thgahor Party and the Hon. Mr Xenophon in relation to the
gross error she had made in her press statement. government’s fast tracking of the Pelican Point Power Station

An honourable member interjecting: in South Australia.

TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: She obviously did not do 1 000 The Hon Sandra Kanck, in support of her motion, made
hours of research: or she might have done the 1 000 hours baiumber of other claims, both in a press statement and in her
still come up with the wrong answer. As a result of thespeech in support. She claimed that the government's failure
fundamental premise of her press statement and her motias ensure that the supply of electricity kept pace with the
last week, the honourable member has now had to apologiggowth in demand lies at the heart of these extraordinary
to the House for getting it wrong—a most important error forfigures. | want to place on the record the figures relating to
which she has not publicly, | might say, issued any publioyhat this government has done compared to what the last

press statement. government did in terms of increasing in-state generation in
TheHon. T.G. Roberts: That's only one reason for South Australia.
getting rid of Lucas. In just over two years in South Australia this Liberal

TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: | suppose that might be true. The government (since late 1998) has increased in-state genera-
Hon. Terry Roberts might be able to think of another one. Wedion by over 30 percent. The Osborne cogeneration plant with
have not won enough press versus parliament cricket gamé30 to 180 megawatts came on stream in late 1998; the



1256 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL Wednesday 4 April 2001

almost 500 megawatts at Pelican Point came on stream imtional electricity market? Mr Rann, Mr Foley, Mr Bannon
total by the early part of this year; and late last year 8Gand Prime Minister Keating led the way.
megawatts of capacity at Ladbroke Grove came on stream. Members interjecting:
In just over two years this government has increased in-state TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: We did come along; we acknow-
generation by over 30 percent. ledge that.

What did the Labor government do in relation to in-state  Members interjecting:
generation in the 11 years between 1982 and 19937 The best The PRESIDENT: Order, the Hon. Trevor Crothers! You
we can find is that it increased a small amount of peakindgave all had a good go now.
capacity at Mintaro, and there might have been some increase TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: | acknowledge the interjection
to capacity, although no new power station, at Port August&om the Hon. Ron Roberts who at least admits that they took
Power Station. In all those 11 years the Labor Party didhe leadership role, which is something the Hon. Mr
virtually nothing to increase in-state generation in SouttHolloway will not even concede. The Hon. Ron Roberts will
Australia, yet Labor spokespersons and the Deputy Leadeait least concede that Bannon, Rann, Foley and Arnold led the
of the Australian Democrats have the hide to say that thevay. The Hon. Ron Roberts said, ‘But you followed.’ It is
government's failure to ensure that the supply of electricitytrue and we acknowledge that. Yes, Liberal governments,
kept pace with the growth in demand lies at the heart of thesstate and federal, did support it. We did come along after the
extraordinary figures. The past three years of activity in thisederal and state Labor governments. At least the Hon. Ron
marketplace demonstrate what this government has done. &Roberts will concede that Bannon, Rann, Foley and Arnold
| said, there has been an over 30 percent increase in capacigd the way on the national electricity market. That is

The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting: something the Hon. Mr Holloway is still not prepared to

TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: The Labor government had 11 concede. | thank the Hon. Ron Roberts for at least conceding
years and did virtually nothing. that issue, and | also acknowledge—

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw interjecting: Members interjecting:

The PRESIDENT: Order, the minister! The PRESIDENT: Order! Repetitious interjections are

TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: | welcome those well-informed out of order.
comments of my colleague the Minister for Transport. Letme TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: Hear, hear! | also acknowledge—
add again to Mr Holloway’s discomfort in relation to the  An honourable member interjecting:
inactivity of the Labor government between 1982 and 1993. TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: | actually have the call. | will
Our research has found that in 1984 the then Labonow demonstrate what the governmentis continuing to do in

government— relation to electricity supply in South Australia. This, in part,
Members interjecting: crosses over some of the claims made by the Auditor-General
The PRESIDENT: Order! Members are out of order in his recent electricity report, where he made the extraordi-

when they are interjecting. nary claim that—and | think this is the way he phrased it—
An honourable member interjecting: the government envisaged a wind-down in the operations of
The PRESIDENT: Order! the commercial generators in South Australia. He then

TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: In 1984, the then Labor govern- produced a graph depicting how over a number of years in
ment established a committee to look at future electricitySouth Australia 2 000 megawatts would be wound down to
generating options for South Australia. That committee300 or 400 megawatts. At the time we highlighted that we
recommended a new base load coal-fired station to be bulttelieved that that logic defied commercial reality and again,
by 1993. The Labor government did nothing. In 1984, itwithout quoting, a number of the operators of the power
recommended that a new coal-fired power station be buiktations also made those points.
by 1993, but it did absolutely nothing. More importantly, as we were hinting at the time, we are

An honourable member interjecting: now in a position to be able to report that, in addition to this

TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: You did nothing for the whole extraordinary increase of over 30 per cent in interstate
11 years. We are talking about interstate generation in Souteneration undertaken by this Liberal government over the
Australia. You produced a report which tells you to build alast two years, we now see the prospect announced by the
new power station in 1993, and what does this lot do? Theindustry of another five peaking power plants in South

just ignore it and throw the report away. Australia either before next summer or before the following
An honourable member interjecting: summer.
TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: Exactly! They said, ‘We don’t Australian National Power, the new operators of Pelican

have to worry about those sorts of things. We have an expeRoint, have announced three new peaking power plants: one
committee which recommends that we build a new coal-fireét Mintaro in the Mid North; one at Snuggery in the South-
power station, which will mean more jobs for the workers.’ East; and, likely, although not yet finalised, a peaking station
But this Labor government said to the workers, ‘Go to hell.in association with the Pelican Point power station in the
We are not going to follow up the expert committee. We’ll metropolitan area. Origin Energy has announced the estab-
ignore the recommendations of the expert committee for ishment of a peaking power plant in South Australia in the
new coal-fired power station by 1993 in South Australia.’order of 40 to 50 megawatts. They have also announced
Then we have the Hons Mr Holloway and Mr Rann, andanother power plantin Victoria. | will highlightin a moment
Foley—and the Hon. Sandra Kanck now—trying to criticisethe importance of Victoria being seen together with South
this government which has increased interstate generation Byustralia in this national market.
30 per cent in 2% years, when after 11 years— The Hon. T.G. Robertsinterjecting:

Members interjecting: TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: They've been into something for

TheHon. R.I.LUCAS: Part of our problem is your awhile. The third company, AGL, has announced that it, too,
inactivity for 11 years. As we highlighted in question time is looking to build additional peaking power capacity in both
today, who showed the leadership role in taking us into thetates. They have announced a 150 megawatt peaking power



Wednesday 4 April 2001 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 1257

plant in Victoria and they have also indicated—although1do TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: But gas is not just about electrici-
not think they have yet publicly indicated the size of thety: that is the problem you have. You cannot see beyond
plant—that they are looking at further significant peakingelectricity. Gas is an important component of the state’s
power capacity here in South Australia as well. industrial development. Go down to the South-East. Get the
So, we have Australian National Power with three separatelon. Terry Roberts to take you to the South-East—
plants, AGL with at least one plant and Origin Energy with  The Hon. P. Holloway: I've seen it.
one, which is five separate peaking power options in South TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: No, get the Hon. Terry Roberts
Australia either before next summer or the following summerto take you to the South-East and talk to some of the indus-
In addition, there is AGL and Origin in Victoria. So we have trja| developers there who need gas, who are panting to get
seven power plants in South Australia and Victoria everexira gas, who are talking to the proponents of the gas
before next summer or the following summer—again, arpipeline and saying, ‘At last, someone is talking about getting
indication of a government with its hands well and truly extra gas through the South-East.” Go down with Terry

involved in terms of trying to encourage— Roberts. Get past the Somerset Hotel and a drink in the front
The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting: bar and talk to some of the industries—
TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: Atleast we are doing something  The Hon. P Holloway interjecting:

about gas. You spent almost 20 years doing nothing. TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: You obviously do not under-
The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting: _ _ stand. That has nothing to do with electricity. That is about
TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: Here we go! Whatdid you doin - inqustrial development in this state; that is about jobs in the

11 years? South-East.

The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting:

TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: What did you do in 20 years,
between 1970 and 19937

The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting:

TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: Well, that is the short-sighted

The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting:

TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: But you do not care about that—
jobs for workers in the South-East. At least we are prepared
to worry about jobs for workers in the South-East. Terry
Roberts will worry about jobs for workers; Bob Sneath will

nature of the Labor government—'Because there wasn't a/orry about jobs for workers in the South-East; Trevor

problgm, we do not have to worry about it. We will leave it Crothers will worry about jobs for workers in the South-East.
to a Liberal government, when it comes along, to sort out the Menmbers interjecting:

blems—sort out the debt, sort out the gas. There i
EﬁSbéﬂihe?SF out the debt, sort outthe gas. There 1S N0 e pPRESIDENT: Order!

The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting: TheHon.R.I.LUCAS: But you say, ‘There is no

The PRESIDENT: Order, the Hon. Paul Holloway! Problem.We had a gas pipeline coming from the mid north.
Order! We have heard that interjection 40 times. Do not worry about the South-East and jobs.’ That is your

The Hon. P. Holloway: And it still is relevant. approach to jobs in the South-East—or the Adelaide Hills that

TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: The Labor government was in they are talking about, or the southern suburbs. This govern-
power from 1982 to 1993 and did nothing. ment is trying to resolve those sorts of issues.

TheHon. Diana Laidlaw: Except create debt. Members interjecting:

TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: Except create debt. The ACTING PRESIDENT (Hon. J.SL. Dawkins):

The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting: Order! There is far too much interjection. The Treasurer has

TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: We had adequate gas supplies.the call. _
Where were you in the early 1990s when there were pressure The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: | cannot hear myself think over
problems with gas at Torrens Island? Where were you? all these interjections. The Deputy Leader of the Australian

TheHon. Diana Laidlaw: You had lost your seat! Democrats went on to say in her press statement that the
TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: You had lost your seat, had you, government was adopting a position of a naive faith in the
or were you off in the South-East, or something? market—that is, we had washed our hands, in essence, of the

The Hon. P. Holloway: We didn’t need extra— electricity system and that the government was trying to bury

TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: We didn’'t need extra gas! There its head in the sand and not take any notice of what needed
was no planning, no long-term vision for the state’s industriato be done. Quite to the contrary: in relation not only to the
development and, sadly, that is the problem. There arpower plants that we have talked about, where the govern-
colleagues sitting in this chamber—these are your colment has, sensibly, fast-tracked (with the assistance of my
leagues—who acknowledge the problems of the monopolgolleague the minister for planning and, indeed, other
gas supply in South Australia that we have had for 20 taninisters in the government), where possible, electricity
30 years, and they are at least prepared to acknowledge whzawer stations, we have provided assistance with fast-
you are not prepared to acknowledge: that at least thiacking for interconnectors. The MurrayLink interconnector
government has been prepared to tackle the monopolyas been provided, with significant assistance from govern-
position of the gas market in South Australia—something thament, and, indeed, even TransGrid has been promised

you were not prepared to do. assistance in relation to Riverlink (or SNI), should it ever get
The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting: approval from NEMMCO to proceed.
TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: It had nothing to do— So, quite the contrary: the government certainly has never
Members interjecting: said, and would never say, that this is now all up to the
The PRESIDENT: Order! The honourable member is out market. The government accepts that there is a significant
of order and out of his seat. ongoing responsibility for government in terms of working

TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: Whenever | ask the honourable with private sector participants in our electricity market, and
member, ‘What did you do from 1982 to 1993?’ and theother regulatory authorities and agencies, for the objectives
Hon. Mr Holloway says ‘Nothing’, clearly— that we all share, which is what | am sure was in the mind of

The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting: Prime Minister Keating and Premier Bannon when they first
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began the national market—and that was competitive poweable to be done more quickly is the Snowy to Victoria link,
prices in South Australia. and we are strongly supportive of that further interconnection.
The Hon. T. Crothersinterjecting: That will help us not only with the Victorian interconnector
TheHon. R.I.LUCAS: Exactly—competitive power but also with the MurrayLink and, if the Riverlink inter-
prices. We also shared that objective. The Hon. Trevoconnector or SANI is ever built, with those capacities coming
Crothers makes a very good point: we must undertake moriato the state at the coincident peak between Melbourne and
research about some of the statements that were made, aidelaide.

| thank the Hon. Mr Crothers— Without repeating many of the other things in that area
The Hon. T. Crothersinterjecting: that we are doing, we certainly want to nail well and truly this
The ACTING PRESIDENT: Order! notion that this government has adopted the position that it

TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: As always, | am indebted to the is a hands-off approach and that it is all up to the market. This
Hon. Mr Crothers for his lucid interjections. He has given megovernment has never accepted and will never accept that.
food for thought, and we will certainly pursue some of the TheHon. T. Crothers: You will recall when we talked
claims that were made by Prime Minister Keating, Premiein private we talked about monopoly.

Bannon and Premier Arnold—and probably even Mike Rann  TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: The Hon. Mr Crothers reminds
and Kevin Foley at the time—about a competitive electricityme of some discussions we had a little while ago now, and
market and cheaper power prices in South Australia. | have not forgotten that or many other things the Hon.

We do not disagree with that; we too share that objectivér Crothers said at the time.
of a competitive market, and one of the issues is that | am TheHon. T. Crothers: One of the things was that we had
sure we are all concerned that in New South Wales, Victoriao watch out for monopolies.
and South Australia we are not seeing those signs of competi- TheHon. R.l. LUCAS: Exactly. Another claim made by
tive power prices. Certainly in South Australia a key part ofthe Deputy Leader of the Australian Democrats in her press
the solution has to be additional in-state generation, as we astatement was that the new special minister for energy should
encouraging, and further interconnection. One of the furthemonitor generator activity for abuse of market power. The
essential pieces of infrastructure that we will need for thiggovernment is already active in this area: NECA and the
national market to operate effectively is significant furtherACCC have been monitoring their code changes. We are
interconnection between the Snowy and Victoria. | underworking with the regulatory authorities in relation to that
stand that significant discussions are going on between ttagea, and the task force may well want to make some
New South Wales and Victorian governments at the momentecommendations in relation to this area. Another suggestion
We are certainly very supportive, because there is— is to coordinate demand management initiatives to reduce the

TheHon. T. Crothers: And Senator Robert Hill. consumption of electricity during peak periods. Again, the

TheHon.R.I.LUCAS: | am not sure how much government is already acting in that area. | have met with
influence he will have there but, if he can, we will take up theAGL on a number of occasions. Government officers, the
issue. Whoever can assist in encouraging private sectandependent regulator and others have been meeting with
participants or those who have influence in relation to thaAGL and other retailers about demand management initia-
interconnection, we need to see a greater level of interconnetives, and we are working to educate customers in relation to
tion between New South Wales and Victoria. The NEMMCOdemand management.
statement of opportunities is showing that when you look at AGL conducted a major campaign during the recent
all our interconnectors—the existing one and the twosummer. | must say that we had very significant concerns
proposed ones, TransGrid and MurrayLink—the problem wevith the initial direction of that campaign, but we believe
have is that at coincident peak—that is, during the verythat, after an initial hiccup, the campaign’s move down the
hottest February days in Melbourne and Adelaide—insteagath of ‘If you are not in the room, switch it off’ or ‘If you
of getting 500 megawatts of power across the big Victoriarare not at home, don't leave the airconditioner on’ was a
interconnector, NEMMCO is predicting that, maybe by nextmuch more sensible demand management campaign, and the
year, we will be getting well less than 100 megawatts ofgovernment and the Independent Regulator were happy to be
power at that peak period, and possibly as low as zer@gssociated with that new focus for the campaign.
because of the lack of extra generation in Victoria during that The new special minister for energy was to be asked to
time. investigate the viability of Business SA proposals to use

So, we need further interconnection from New Southembedded generators. That is already being done. In fact, it
Wales to Victoria because, whilst Melbourne and Adelaidevas being done prior to Business SA making the suggestions.
have coincident peaks, New South Wales’ peak is a winteFhe government has had some consultants looking at this
peak at the moment, although their summer is increasing, aratea. We have had discussions with AGL, which is working
during the February peak they have a capacity availablean a proposal in relation to the use of embedded generators.
During the February peak, the Basslink interconnector fronThe Hon. Ron Roberts asked a question or discussed this
Tasmania to Victoria would also be important, because theissue with me. There are questions of synchronisation of the
do not have that same peak during the hot period in Januagmbedded generators into the national grid, which does have
and February that Melbourne and Adelaide have. So, than up-front cost, and a number of those issues have been
capacity to be able to link Tasmania and New South Waleworked through, not only with hospitals but also with
to a greater extent into Victoria and South Australia arebusiness customers.
significant additional infrastructure builds that this national The deputy leader said that the new minister should act to
market needs if we are to have a competitive market. ensure adequate supplies of electricity. Again, | have already

As everyone knows, Basslink is having its problems withhighlighted that we have significantly undertaken that task
local protesters and politicians opposing that. We hope thatnd will continue to undertake the task. One issue that the
those problems will be overcome in a sensible way so thadeputy leader asked the special minister for energy to
that link can be connected. The one that we think might beindertake, which | have to confess is not an issue that we are
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pursuing (although my colleague the Hon. Caroline Schaefesomething to the marketplace. These people in South
will probably admonish me for not doing so), is the questionAustralia have had, and continue to have, a very significant
of turning back our clocks half an hour. | have to concede thatlegree of interest from Australian electricity retailers who
that is one issue that we have not been actively contemplalrave this 2 per cent requirement by the federal government
ing. That is one issue that the new special minister for energiy terms of alternative energy, and they are desperate to sign
could investigate because we are working in other areas at tleentracts with wind farm generators, wherever they happen
moment. to be, because it does not have to be in their state. The New
The deputy leader suggested that the new minister foBouth Wales retailers can sign contracts with a wind farm in
energy must establish a sustainable energy agency. | thiike South-East or on the West Coast of South Australia and,
that she said that no agency exists, and that is correct, and she long as they can generate somewhere into the grid, then
also said that the production of green energy in Soutlthat counts towards the 2 per cent that they are required to
Australia is negligible and the government’s failure to act inhave.
this area is disgraceful. There is a significant degree of interest from national
TheHon. Diana Laidlaw: That is her view. electricity companies in South Australian wind farm propo-
TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: That is the deputy leader’s view. sals and, whilst | would have to say | have been a touch
Itis true that the government had intended to move down theynical—and | confess to that—in my past about wind farm
path of a sustainable energy agency, but the deputy leadepportunities, from the advice | am getting from the depart-
does not indicate the full nature of the discussion | had wittment | believe we are getting pretty close to wind farm
her, and that was that the government had wanted the licenpeoposals in South Australia being up and operating. The
fees from the electricity industry to fund all the new bodiesproponents are predicting that this will be early next year.
and agencies—the Independent Regulator, the office of the There were many other things, but | will respond to one
Technical Regulator and the planning council, together withast thing. Members of this chamber from 18 months to two
the sustainable energy agency. When we looked at the levgéars ago will recall the claims being made by the Democrats
of fees, we found we could just fund the first three bodies buand the Labor Party that the government-owned electricity
there was not $3 million or $4 million left to fund the businesses in South Australia have a $300 million a year
sustainable energy agency. Therefore, that remains &BIT (earnings before interest and taxation). The deputy
initiative that will have to wait for the money that is available leader went back to 1995-96 for that figure and said that,
to fund itin its original incarnation, or it may be revisited by because the interest savings were now less than $300 million,
the government in a different form, which may be more costve were in the red. If one is to rely on any sensible economic
effective but nevertheless from a policy sense just adlebate in this chamber on that sort of logic from the deputy
effective. leader of the Australian Democrats then we are in a very sad
Itis certainly not correct to say that there is no activity inway.
relation to alternative energy. The Hon. Terry Roberts would There is nobody in South Australia who can guarantee the
be aware of the significant activity in which my DepartmentEBIT figure, which does not all come through the budget,
of Industry and Trade has been engaged over the paahyway, and never did. It was a smaller percentage of the
18 months in terms of new wind energy proposals in Soutlearnings figure which came through to budget, because the
Australia. companies kept some of those earnings for capital investment
TheHon. R.R. Roberts: They haven't set a date, though. and for other purposes. Only a percentage of the earnings
TheHon. R.I.LUCAS: It is not a question for the came through to budget. But, of course, the Rann, Foley and
department to set the date because, ultimately, these willandra Kanck argument is that all of those earnings could be
depend on commercial operators and others being able tgpped out of the companies and taken—
reach agreement in terms of the construction of their plant The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting:
and linking into the national grid. | cannot putthem allonthe TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: Well, the Hon. Paul Holloway
record but | think that my agency is working with at least 20says, again, they should come—
or 30 different proponents of alternative energy generation The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting:
in South Australia at the moment—most wind, some biomass TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: Even under the Labor govern-
in the South-East, and the Hon. Terry Roberts would benent they weren't, from 1982 to 1993.
aware of one particular proposal and a number of others. The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting:
Wind energy is being looked at very seriously. | metrecently TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: They were not. Indeed, under the
with proponents of one wind farm and they are very bullishLiberal government they were not, either. So, it is an absolute
that they will be operating and connected to the grid byfallacy. It is not true to say that $300 million a year was being
March next year as the first proponents. taken out of the companies and being put into the non-
Now, again that is a decision that, ultimately, they will commercial sector budget. It is equally untrue to be suggest-
take. We are assisting them in a number of areas, witing thatin a market where you are a monopoly owned by the
planning and other facilitation assistance. The government imxpayer, and where you can guarantee whatever income you
very active in relation to wind energy in particular. | would want by ratcheting up the prices, you can guarantee under the
have to say that, from a commercial viewpoint, whilst thenational market for ever and a day that you are going to get
deputy leader of the Australian Democrats is clearly muct$300 million a year. It is Alice in Wonderland fantasy to be
more enthusiastic about solar energy—because that is tlessuming that—
criticism that she makes— The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting:
The Hon. T. Crothersinterjecting: TheHon. R.I.LUCAS: Even with prices going up,
TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: Well, so far as | understand it, someone has to be losing some money. AGL, the incumbent
South Australia is best suited for wind energy in a number ofetailer in South Australia, took over ETSA Power and, in
areas. The commercial viability of wind energy is as close agust four hours in one afternoon last February, lost between
any of the alternative energy sources in terms of getting15 million and $20 million. In four hours in one afternoon,
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it lost $15 million to $20 million as an electricity retailer here crats has moved, even though | had much grace in moving on
in South Australia. her behalf to bring the motion on for debate tonight in her

An honourable member interjecting: absence.

TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: Well, generators make some of
the money, but some of the money went back across th
interconnector to others. There is, of course, always a Ieakaé
in a national market and, if one follows the Labor policy of
even more interconnection, in certain circumstances more and COMMUNI L\I(/ITEIILII—SI\EI?E%IW S?LEIE LANEOUS)
more of it would go across the border.

You cannot have it both ways and, sadly, the Australian The House of Assembly agreed to the bill with the
Democrats and the Australian Labor Party have been caughnendment indicated by the following schedule, to which
outin terms of the logic that they have endeavoured to uSemendment the House of Assembly desires the concurrence
On one occasion they will use one argument and, thgsthe Legislative Council:
following week, they will use another argument. They will No. 1. New clause, page 3, after line 3—Insert new clause as
be mutually inconsistent and they certainly conflict verys|ows: ’ ‘
significantly with each other. Of course, the Labor Party and Commencement
the Democrats work on the principle that no-one remembers ~ 1A. This Act will come into operation of a day to be fixed by
what they said last week. They just remember the criticism Proclamation.
of this week. Sadly, with some parts of the media, that iSLEGAL ASSISTANCE (RESTRAINED PROPERTY)
probably a correct interpretation. AMENDMENT BILL

In conclusion, there were many other inaccuracies in the
contributions made by the Deputy Leader of the Australian  The House of Assembly agreed to the bill without any
Democrats both in her contribution to the debate on thigmendment.
motion and in her press release issued last Monday week. |
do not intend to rebut all of them. I will just pick the more ADJOURNMENT
significant and the more gross errors that they have made.

It will not surprise members that | do not intend to support At 9.07 p.m. the Council adjourned until Thursday 5 April
the motion that the Deputy Leader of the Australian Demo-at 11 a.m.

TheHon. R.R. ROBERT S secured the adjournment of
e debate.



