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because, with no decision having been made, there is always

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL a further opportunity for— ? y

The Hon. Carolyn Pickles interjecting:
Wednesday 6 June 2001 The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW:  Now the honourable

. . member interjects and says, ‘One can only hope.’ That is
2 lgh;rsRaiieregy;rg%Té‘]'c' Irwin) took the chalir at exactly _the iss_Jue..As no degision has b_een rr%ladef)clearly alot
' o : of consideration is being given to the issues that have been
raised from South Australia by me and many others about the

QUESTION TIME importance of retaining the entity in Adelaide. | am certainly
aware that, at officer level, Transport SA has most recently
AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL advanced this issue again with its federal counterparts.

However, | have not received an update on that matter and |
The Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES: |seek leave to make will therefore make further inquiries.
a brief explanation before asking the Minister for Transport

a question regarding the future of air traffic control in SUPERANNUATION
Adelaide.
Leave granted. The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: | seek leave to make a brief

The Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES (Leader of the explanation before asking the Treasurer a question about state
Opposition): As the minister would be aware, Air Services superannuation.
Australia, a federal government authority, was examining the Leave granted.
possibility of consolidating the Adelaide terminal controlunit ~ The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: The budget statement at
to Melbourne with the exception of the control towers atpage 7.5 indicates that, following a triennial actuarial review
Adelaide and Parafield airports. This issue was first raisegf South Australian superannuation schemes, the Treasurer
locally some time early this year. Atthe time, the Air Traffic approved on 2 September 2000 the adoption of revised
Controllers Union, Civil Air and the Australian Federation agssumptions to the effect that the real earnings rate was
of Air Pilots all raised concerns about the safety implicationsgssumed to be 5 per cent (formerly it was 4 per cent) and a
of such a consolidation. real salary growth of 1.5 per cent (formerly 1 per cent). As
The feasibility study into such a consolidation has recentha result of these revised assumptions, the balance of the
been released and retains a proposal for the possible consalnfunded superannuation liability was deemed to be reduced
dation of the Adelaide TCU. Following the budget, however,by $618.5 million and the annual superannuation expense—
it was reported that the federal transport minister instructe¢he new service expense—was reduced by $15 million per
Air Services to, first, conduct a comprehensive study into thennum.
consolidation of Sydney TCU to Melbourne and, secondly,  As a consequence of these revised assumptions, budget
not to proceed with the consolidation of Cairns TCU topaper 5 at page 3.23 indicates that, in 2000-01, $14 million
Brishane, apparently on the basis that it did not wish to segas actually removed from past superannuation provisions
the loss of jobs in regional Australia. However, it does appeagompared with a budget expectation that $35 million would
that Adelaide is still a candidate for consolidation to Mel-pe allocated for these liabilities in 2000-01. Notwithstanding
bourne_. o _ _ these revised assumptions, the budget statement notes:
Obviously, South Australia is not considered regional s expected that Funds SA earnings in 2000-01 will be below
enough and worthy of special attention. The economic anthe long-term actuarial assumption. Consequently, the unfunded
safety impact of such a consolidation would see the loss dfability rises in 2000-01 and this explains why the reduction in the
26 experienced controllers, plus technical support staff t ”f””ded.lll'.ab”f'lty b.et"‘?ee” J#”ehzooo gnd Jun_e|20(|)1 p less than
Victoria. There is also a concern that any system or powe 6805 m|'|on owing from the changed actuarial calculations.
failure in Melbourne, if it were relocated, would impact on My questions to the Treasurer are: _
services provided into and out of Adelaide. My questions are; 1. Will he release the actuarial review of the South
1. Will the minister confirm that the Adelaide Terminal Australian superannuation schemes which provided the
Control Unit remains a candidate for consolidation to®680-5 million paper windfall? _
Melbourne and, if so, has she had any discussions with her 2. What is the expected earnings rate of Funds SA in
federal colleagues about the matter? 2000-01 and why is it expected to fall below the actuarial

2. Does the minister support the possible relocation t@SSUmption; and, in particular, was the fall in Funds SA
Melbourne at the expense of jobs and safety? earnings expected and taken into consideration by the

The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW (Minister for Transport Actuary when the review was undertaken prior to the new
and Urban Planning): Definitely no to the second question, &SSUmptions being adopted by the Treasurer on 2 September

I have received representations from various parties ové?s'[ year? )
some months regarding this issue and, in each instance, those3: Given the expected poor performance of Funds SAin
representations have been taken up with the federal ministe}000-01, how confident is the Treasurer that the new
| am therefore interested in the federal minister's recenticreased real earnings rate assumptions will be metin future
statement that excludes any reference to any decision relati¥§ars?

to Adelaide. | therefore think that it is presumptuous and The Hon. R.l. LUCAS (Treasurer): | am quite happy to
inflammatory of the honourable member to say, and | thinkhave the job as Treasurer of the state, but | do not purport to
that | took her words down accurately, ‘Obviously, Southbe an independent actuary judging the future earning rates of
Australia is not seen as regional enough or significant enouguperannuation funds. | will leave that capacity to second-
to warrant a decision not to exclude Adelaide from a consoliguess the actuaries to the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
dated move to Melbourne.’ | say that it is presumptuousand the shadow treasurer. Perhaps he is reacting to the
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pressure from the personal explanation yesterday. He jslace described it, like a mini fuhrer—I certainly would not
obviously under a great deal of pressure at the moment. use that term in this chamber but evidently it was allowed in
The Hon. T.G. Cameron: He's only got one big worry another chamber. You have to be able to react calmly to some

at the moment. of these issues and make some decisions under a little bit of
The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: | understand that that is a pressure occasionally, rather than as shadow treasurer

candidate for No Pokies in Hart. storming around Parliament House grabbing equipment from
The Hon. T.G. Cameron interjecting: staffers—poor staffers who do not know what is happening

The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: | think there is a bit more to tothem—and storming back into Parliament House demand-
worry the shadow treasurer at the moment. There is a bit ahg a privileges committee because a member is involved in
pressure on him at the moment and his actions yesterdaydirty tricks campaign by taping the Leader of the Opposi-
involving himself in that way were most unfortunate. Heavertion’s publicly given speech. They must have thought a policy
help— would come out at some stage!

An honourable member interjecting: The Hon. J.F. Stefani interjecting:

The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: Dirty tricks. Imagine taking Mike The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: ABC tapes—yes, the Hon.
Rann’s budget policy response and circulating that to th&r Stefani would know a little bit about that. The state of
electorate. That would be a real dirty tricks campaign. Havingnind of the Treasurer on important issues like superannuation
read the honourable member’s budget reply, it would be and the funds earning capacity of our funds management
dirty— organisations is important. You cannot afford to react in a

The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting: knee-jerk fashion on a six month by six month earnings rate

The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: We plead guilty: it would be a of your funds management company.
dirty tricks campaign to circulate in the electorate the Leader The Hon. P. Holloway: Just answer the question.

of the Opposition’s budget reply. The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: | am answering the question. |
Members interjecting: am saying that you take expert advice, you do not set yourself
The PRESIDENT: Order! up as an independent actuary as the shadow minister for
Members interjecting: finance and maybe the shadow treasurer do, but you take
The PRESIDENT: Order, the Hon. Mr Davis! expert advice.
Members interjecting: The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting:
The PRESIDENT: Order! | call for order. The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: You were just told. You read it

The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: It would be a dirty tricks out of the budget paper.
campaign to circulate the Leader of the Opposition’s budget The Hon. P. Holloway: That is when you made the
response. What this does highlight is: heaven help us if, undetecision.
a little bit of pressure, the shadow treasurer reacts in such an The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: Then you got it before September
extraordinary way. If he ever had to put himself— 2000.

An honourable member interjecting: The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting:

The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: —exactly—in a position where The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: | did not get the advice after |
on a day-to-day basis he had to manage issues such @®k the decision. Maybe that is the way the Labor Party does
superannuation and yearly movements in the earnings—take the decision and get the advice afterwards.
capacity of the funds management organisations, looking at The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting:
the results of actuarial reports, but if, as a result of a person The Hon. R.Il. LUCAS: 1 just told you—we got the
taping the Leader of the Opposition’s budget speech, he haglvice before September 2000.
to storm into the Stranger’s Gallery, steal the equipmentthat The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting:
a person had up there and then march into the House of The Hon. R.l. LUCAS: | just answered it: you asked me
Assembly and accuse everyone of a dirty tricks campaigwhen | got it: | got it before December 2000. You may like
because this person was taping the Leader of the Oppositiorts make decisions and get advice afterwards, but | got the
budget reply— advice before September 2000.

The Hon. K.T. Griffin: Isn’t he proud of the reply? The Hon. P. Holloway: Did it take into account that the

The Hon. R.l. LUCAS: Well, he obviously does not want earnings rate was expected to fall?
anyone to know about it. He wanted to take publicity offthe  The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: We are in May 2001. If the report

speech to the— was done before September 2000, surely even the shadow
The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting: minister for finance could understand that he or she will not
The Hon. R.l. LUCAS: You are obviously very reluctant be able to take into account the earnings rate between some
to defend the shadow treasurer, Kevin Foley's, action— time before September 2000 and April-May 2001. Even the
The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting: shadow minister for finance—please help me here—could
The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: Do you support what he did understand that. Tell me that you at least understand that.
yesterday? The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting:
The Hon. P. Holloway: Absolutely— The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: Just tell me you at least under-
The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: The shadow minister for finance stand that.
supports— Members interjecting:
The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting: The Hon. R.l. LUCAS: Well, theHansard record shows

The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: He did not support the stealing that the shadow minister for finance will not even indicate
or taking of equipment from somebody else: did not—and ddhat he understands that, if someone has done a report before
not suggest that he did. There are difficult decisions thé&eptember 2000 based on the financial years up until then, he
Treasurer has to work with and superannuation is one. Yoar she is not able to take into account the earnings rate of the
need to be able to withstand a little bit of pressure now anfunds management company from July through to April of
again without wandering around, as one member in anothehis year. | despair! Not only do we have potentially a shadow
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treasurer who cannot react to a little bit of pressure and goes It was entirely the Olsen government's responsibility to prepare
storming around pinching equipmen from staffers _poofSeul st for iy bl henalens)secicly nael and1t
S“?‘ffefs Work!ng in Parliament House—but we have a shado%r generators, and this in turn has resulted in thepexorbitanrt) price
minister for finance who cannot understand that an Actuanycreases now faced by South Australian businesses. This is a very
who has done a review prior to September 2000 on thead indictment on a government that purports to support those very
financial years, three years probably, prior to that, cannot takesople.
into account the earning capacity of Funds SA and its fundhe honourable member also said that the ETSA privatisation
management since July 2000. had not delivered the claimed benefits to the budget and
| am happy to take advice about the Actuary’s review. Werepeated her call for the responsibility for electricity to be
have provided information in a number of sections of thetaken away from the Treasurer. My questions are:
budget papers about the major recommendations of the 1. |s the Treasurer concerned about the judgment of his
actuarial review. | will take advice as to whether or not wegovernment made by the Independent member for Chaffey?
are in a position to be able to release the Actuary’s review of 2. Does he dispute the honourable member’s claim that
Funds SA or whether, as a matter of course, in its annuahe Olsen government is responsible for South Australia’s
reporting it does so anyway. | must confess that | do nopower crisis?
know whether it releases that as a matter of course or whether The Hon. R.I. LUCAS (Treasurer): | am always
there are aspects of the actuarial review that are possibliterested in the views of members of parliament, whatever
commercially confidential in relation to the operations of itsstance they wish to take on an issue such as ETSA or, indeed,
funds management activities. any other issue. They are all valued contributions to the
I do not know. I am not using that as a reason at this staggublic debate and | will certainly treat the comments made
for not releasing it. | would need to take advice on the reviewby the member for Chaffey with the appropriate deference
from the chief executive and | will certainly consider whetherand the appropriate level of importance.
or not we are able to release it. The key findings of the review
are included in the budget papers. They are that the long- HIH INSURANCE
term—not the month by month or six month by six month,
but the long-term—earnings growth of Funds SA, the funds The Hon. J.F. STEFANI: | seek leave to make a brief
management company, were more appropriately listed at @planation before asking the Attorney-General a question
per cent rather than at 4 per cent with the associated changgout the collapse of HIH.
in terms of the assumptions on wages. Leave granted.
| am just cautioning the honourable member: if at any The Hon. J.F. STEFANI: There has been great publicity
stage either Mr Foley or the Hon. Mr Holloway ever get intosurrounding the collapse of HIH and the effects that the
the position of being responsible for these areas, heaven heggllapse has had on many people in South Australia. | am
us if, as a result of a few months’ change in the earnings rat@ware of at least two families that are coming to terms with
of funds management by Funds SA, they respond in a knd@eir particular circumstances and the losses that they have
jerk way because of that sort of advice. You have to takéncurred through the collapse. Can the Attorney advise what
expert independent advice: you ought to rely on the expefielp is available in South Australia and what people affected
advice of both the Actuary and Treasury, which is what IPy the collapse should do?

have done. The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN (Attorney-General): We do
The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting: know that there is at least a small number of people who have
The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: Itis not me who is better off: it had homes built or who have contracted to have their homes
is the people of South Australia. built, or who have suffered as a result of building indemnity
The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting: insurance being withdrawn because of the HIH collapse when

The Hon. R.l. LUCAS: The snide inference of the Hon. the work is yet to be completed.
Mr Holloway is that in some way the government is writing Ve do not have any clear picture of how many people are

down the unfunded superannuation and directing the Actuargffected in South Australia in respect of building work. |
to act in this way. elieve that the Hon. Mr Xenophon held a meeting last night

The Hon. P. Holloway: | didn’t say that. where, he suggested, there were about 12 claims: there may

The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: No, you didn’t say that, but that be others. One of the difficulties is that, qnless one knows or
is the inference. The Hon. Mr Holloway should not slink has a good feel for how many people might be affected and
away from the real intent of the question. | have spent timavhat the extent of the losses might be, we are not able to
in opposition, and | have spent 20 years in the parliament anfOPerly establish a mechanism for addressing the problem.
| know what the inference of the honourable member's The Hon. M.J. Elliott: What are you doing to find out?
question happens to be, so he should not try to slink away The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: Well, just listen and you will
from the inference in his question. The reality is that we havdindout.
taken independent advice and acted on the advice of both the Membersinterjecting:

Actuary and Treasury. The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: You might learn. You are
always ready to jump to conclusions and think the worst. The
ELECTRICITY, PRIVATISATION Office of—

Members interjecting:

The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: | seek leave to make a brief ~ The PRESIDENT: Order! The honourable member has
explanation before asking the Treasurer a question aboatked the question and the minister is answering it.
ETSA privatisation. The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN:  Notwithstanding that,

Leave granted. legally—

The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: Last night the member for Members interjecting:

Chaffey really opened her heart and mind and told the House: The PRESIDENT: Order!
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The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: —the government has no credit balance, which does not belong to the bank, the receivers or
liability at all and certainly would not be covering lossesthe Euhpyltan%s F“i“ttﬁoopefatw?- i lose it all. b
through, say, other company collapses such as One.Tel, the S It stands at the moment, we will lose 1t afl, plus our

- : ! - . ' “shares. . approximately $20 000 to $30 000, and our delayed fruit
Office ?f. ConsumertandtBu5|n§?s Affairs has tcl)tday”set l'J(S) ymems.pp y y
special inquiry centre to assist consumers. It will guide . . . . .
consumers through the commonwealth government's HjHiccording to my information, the Riverland Fruit Coopera-

plaim_lf support cri:jeria_lregarfding eligibility for assiTtance am#ic\)lltlaoaie:fgpIZicse;pg]ct)?n;ﬁ’\cgeivreertﬂ::’]psor;rérzn Dfﬁgmgfééﬁ;ﬁar
it will register details of consumers’ complaints or . - '
difficultiesg P Sunnylands Fruits. The decision was made as a consequence
A ft.d 's date. it mav b mewhat surprising. b of the ANZ Bank withdrawing its $1.2 million overdraft

| sof oday's da eh’ gy € some d% S,[Lr’] pCS 9, urfacility to the Riverland Fruit Cooperative, and | am advised
only a few inquiries have been received by e &ONSUM&f, ,; jt gave the cooperative just seven days for refinancing.

; h e . > SThis was commented on in an article in fierray Pioneer
Affairs regarding the HIH building indemnity claims. If of Friday 2 March. y

e e et 4, Payments of S200 000 owed 1o growes and funds of
operator that they are calling regarding HIH insurance an ate to grower shareholders, some of whom are well into

they will be immediately put through to the appropriate . : e :
per);on who will be takiné tF;le detailgof the prob?(fm \F,)vhichretlrement years and who face Iosmg 'ghelr life’s savings as
a consequence of the ANZ bank’s decision, as to the coopera-

the caller may have. tive’s future prospects. The cooperative’s two main competi-

In the longer term, we do know, of course, that theyrs Angus Park and Kangara (owned by the giant trans-
commonwealth has resolved to make some funds ava'lablﬁational company Chiquita) and Berri Limited also just

| suspect very largely because the failure of HIH is more %happen to be major clients of the ANZ Bank.
commonwealth issue than a state issue, because the Aust-|¢i tact the ANZ Bank had made a strategic decision to

ralian Prudential Regulatory Authority did have responsibilitythe effect that it might be overexposed to the fruit industry,

for the oversight of HIH and other insurers. But it has ay; jq possible to conceive that it saw the shareholders in the
. . %ooperative as comparatively easy targets for it to secure its
who might be covered by state authorised schemes. own position by, in effect, palming off its potential losses to
What is provided under the Building Work Contractorsthem. | ask the minister: has the board of Riverland Fruit
Act is that there should be a building indemnity insurancecooperative made any request for assistance or support from

policy to cover building work before building work con- the government, such as a loan guarantee and, if so, what
tinues, and through the course of that building work it mustesponse has it had?

meet some minimum standards set out in the act. However, The Hon. R.I. LUCAS (Treasurer): | think it would be

itis not the responsibility of the state government actually tasensiple if | took advice from the Department of Industry and
insure. It is its responsibility to ensure that there is anrrade on the honourable member’s guestion. There are some
insurance cover and through both the HIA and the MBA ther‘?;omplicated issues, | understand. My colleague the Hon.
are master policy covers in place. Mr Dawkins tells me that he has some brief knowledge of
What will happen in the future remains to be seen. Thergome of the issues raised in the constituent’s letter to the Hon.
is, of course, the issue that if some scheme is to be estalr Gilfillan, but | will take advice on the issues raised in the
lished to provide support to those who have suffered as Rtter and also the honourable member’s question and bring
result of this private sector collapse, then who pays for it? I$ack a reply.
it the taxpayers at large, the building work contractors and The Hon. IAN GILFILLAN: | have a supplementary

subcontractors, or is it the consumers? They are issues th@lestion. Has the minister had any meetings with the CEO
still have to be resolved if one ever gets to the point of havingf Riverland Fruit Cooperative, Michael Brooks?

to establish such a fund to help at least part of the way cover The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: Yes, | believe so; | think both

the losses that have been sustained. formally and possibly even informally. | think the answer is
yes.
RIVERLAND FRUIT COOPERATIVE

AUSTRALIAN WORKERS UNION
The Hon. IAN GILFILLAN: |seek leave to make a brief

explanation before asking the Treasurer, in his capacity as The Hon. L.H. DAVIS: | seek leave to make a brief
Minister for Industry and Trade, a question about theexplanation before asking the Treasurer a question on the
Riverland Fruit Cooperative. subject of the AWU.

Leave granted. Leave granted.

The Hon. IAN GILFILLAN: Ireceived a letter yesterday _ The Hon. L.H. DAVIS: On Thursday 17 May, the Hon.
actually addressed to my colleague the Hon. Mike Elliott,Bob Sneathin answerto.arather surprising question from the
dated 3 June, from Mr Maurice Bennett of Renmark, drawingion. Ron Roberts claimed that, after he took over as
to my attention the situation of the Riverland Fruit CooperaSecretary of the AWU in 1995, he improved the finances of
tive, its subsidiary Sunnylands Fruits, the ANZ Bank and thédhe AWU by over $1 million in a short time. He said:

plight of the cooperative’s shareholders. | quote from the We are better managers down at the AWU than is the govern-
letter as follows: ment. It's a damned good job the AWU had me as treasurer and not
) ) the Hon. Mr Lucas.
| am a 67 year old fruit grower. My wife and | have between . . , .
$80 000 and $90 000 of our hard earned money, which representsWill not discuss the Hon. Bob Sneath’s claim about
our life’'s savings and superannuation, in the cooperative’s groweimproving the finances by $1 million, although that statement
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shows that he is the one who cannot read balance sheets. Of The Hon. L.H. DAVIS: | have referred these matters to
more concern, and of public interest, is a letter from KPMGan accountant, who is a specialist in these matters, who
as auditors for the Australian Workers Union (SA Branch)suggested to me that the above criticisms would possibly
and the Amalgamated AWU state union. This letter is datedisqualify the Hon. Robert Sneath from being short-listed as
21 September 2000 and is addressed to Mr R. Sneath &isancial manager of the year. However, it has not stopped
branch secretary of the AWU. The date of 21 September iserious speculation that the Hon. Robert Sneath would be on
just two weeks before Mr Sneath replaced the Hon. Georgthe front bench in the unlikely event of a Labor victory at the
Weatherill in the Legislative Council. next state election.

This three page letter from KPMG reveals serious My question is: will the Treasurer take these latest
concerns about the financial records of the AWU. The letteexamples of serious doubts about the management practices
includes several comments and the first quote is: of the AWU and its close links with the Labor Party into

During our review of payments procedures, we have noted &ccount when addressing the issues that | have already raised
number of payments were not supported by invoice and in somabout the AWU in previous questions?

e Eaptropmaon o e e o oy ot b A i e Hon. R LUGAS (Treasurer):. Al members are
0 ; . .
GST pgirg)i. Ks a result these poor interr)1/al controls will have ;tndebted to the honourable member's continued pursuit of
negative impact on the union’s cash flow. he‘ls'ﬁ ml_?tterﬁ_on ancern. Al  Bob Sneath

. , e Hon. T.G. Cameron: All except Bob Sneath.
The second quote is as follows: The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: That is right; all except Bob

It is our understanding that there is no procedure in place t ; ; ;
follow up long outstanding debts by either the accounting staff or tthneath. The Hon. Ron Roberts will be delighted that his

relevant officials. We recommend that a procedure be put in plac%mely intervention by way of question to the Hon. Bob
to ensure timely collection of debts to eliminate possible loss oSneath on 17 May has led to further questions being able to
income. be pursued.

The third quote is as follows: The Hon. T.G. Cameron interjecting: .

The accounting transactions of both the federal and state uniong The Hon. R.I. LUCA.S' All I can say with respe(_:t to
have been recorded in one ledger. This allowed the processing offB€ Hon. Ron Roberts is that he may well be backing the
transaction between the two unions without recognising that thether side to the side that the Hon. Bob Sneath has been
unions are in fact separate entities. We recommend that a ledger Bgycking.
maintained for each union. The Hon. RK. Sheath interjecting:

The fourth quote is as follows: The Hon. R.l. LUCAS: We would be worried about the

During our audit we have noted a number of adjusting entrieside that the Hon. Ron Roberts is backing. We are indebted

being made throughout the year to correct processing errors. Sonig the Hon. Ron Raoberts for setting up the Hon. Bob Sneath
of these adjusting entries were not processed correctly either. In o%

instance, there was an investment of $200 000 that was not record %S%Ch a Cogs;?erﬁd gué | #ave to say, a_touch deV|ohus way.
in the accounting records. We recommend that a high level revie Understand that he did offer some assistance to the Hon.

procedure be implemented whereby all entries are independentiyob Sneath.
reviewed each month. The Hon. T.G. Cameron: It was just stupidity.
The fifth quote is as follows: The Hon. R.l. LUCAS: It was just stupidity; okay. | was

We are still awaiting receipt of confirmations from the respective@dding a to}JCh of deviousness, perhaps, to the Hon.
investment managers for the $596 000 that has been invested. Ron Roberts’ character traits. The issue of most concern to

Of course, this is a letter dated 21 September 2000—nea#e employees and the members of the AWU must be—and

three months after the end of the financial year. The sixti{iS i an independent auditor, not a politician (Liberal, Labor
quote is: or Independent) making these claims: this is the independent

itor KPM n international firm, empl he Hon.
The federal union has a deficiency of net assets as at SOJUaUd 0 G, an internationa  employed by the Ho

2000 of $39532. The branch executive needs to document ttEOb Sneath, | presume—. .
financial situation of the union in order to support the going concern  The Hon. R.K. Sneath: It might be employed by the
assumption. national office—

We noted that a system error caused an imbalance in the trifsher!' Obviously, the Hon. Bob Sneath does not much l.'ke the
balance. . The cause of the problem should be investigated so thaudit report that KPMG brought down, even though it was
it will not occur again. addressed to the Hon. Bob Sneath.

The Hon. R.R. Roberts: Will you get to the question? The Hon. T.G. Cameron interjecting:

The Hon. L.H. DAVIS: | am sure you are enjoying this, ~ 1he PRESIDENT: Order!
Ron. The eighth quote is as follows: The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: All the money has been trans-

e e . ferred out of one branch or union into another one. So—
There was some difficulties in reconciling the payroll expenses

against the group tax certificate submitted to the Tax Office at 30 An honourable member interjecting: .
June 2000. . The first group tax certificate submitted to the Tax ~ The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: | am not sure. One states that it

Office was noted to be incorrect and an amendment is still to be sefitas a deficiency of net assets of $39 000. It sounds like a
to the Tax Office. deficit to me. | am not sure: the financial management skills
That is three months after the end of the financial year. Thesef the Hon. Bob Sneath may well see that as something to be
are just some examples of the issues raised by the AWldroud of, but mainly only him. The issue that should be of
auditors—I have not documented them all. Anyone with anymost concern to members of the union is the part of the audit
knowledge of accountancy would recognise that some afeport that refers to a number of payments which were not
these matters are serious issues, given that the AWU in Souslupported by invoice with no authorisation being noted. The
Australia receives nearly $2.5 million in income annually andaudit report, as the honourable member highlights, states that
spends a similar amount annually. | suspect the— ‘not only will this increase the risk of misappropriation’.

The Hon. RK. Sheath interjecting: The Hon. RK. Sheath interjecting:
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The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: That is the audit report. It went These skills are then used to debate a bill which they have
to you, | thought. It went to the Hon. Bob Sneath. | think it written themselves in the chambers of Parliament House. The
was a ‘Dear Bob’ letter. It was signed by KPMG and statesprimary role of the program is to give young South Aust-

‘Dear Bob Sneath'— ralians a credible forum in which to express their views
Members interjecting: whilst providing them with the skills to make their views
The Hon. R.l. LUCAS: ‘Dear Bob’, and the point— heard.

The Hon. T.G. Cameron: Ring for the enemy. Who is SA First fully supports the Youth Parliament in its
the enemy? endeavours to give young South Australians real experience
The PRESIDENT: Order! in the political process whilst allowing their voices to be

The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: | am not sure who the enemy is. heard by government. That is why we support two SA First
The PRESIDENT: Only one member is answering the youth members in their participation in the Youth Parliament.
guestion. However, rather disturbing information has come back from
The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: It is a letter written to the Hon. our two youth representatives. | am informed that the Youth
Bob Sneath, so | am not sure why he is trying to distanc&arliament is structured on a clearcut two-party system of a
himself from this audit report. As | said, the issue that oughgovernment and an opposition. No provision has been made
to be of grave concern to members and workers—and tharikhatsoever for third parties or Independents. This is hardly
goodness a few people in here are looking after the workereflective of our current parliament. For example, | think we
rather than some of the union officials—is the part that statediave four political parties represented in the lower house and
Not only will this increase the risk of misappropriation but also four political parties represented in the upper house. Youth
the Union may not be able to claim the GST paid. As a result thesParliament participants are placed in teams which constitute
poor internal controls will have a negative impact on the Union'seither the government or the opposition. It has been made
cash flow. very clear—
As the Hon. Mr Davis has highlighted, that is certainly a The Hon. Carolyn Pickles: Hear, hear!
matter of serious concern for members of the unions depend- The Hon. T.G. CAMERON: | can understand the Leader
ing on how many of them there are in this complex arrangeof the Opposition interjecting, ‘Hear, hear!” It has been made

ment. Itis obviously a matter of serious concern—  yery clear to the young people that if they are on the govern-
The Hon. T.G. Cameron:Not as many as the ALP thinks ment team they have to support the bill no matter what their
there are. personal view might be and that if they are on the opposition

The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: No. It is about 3 000 or 4 000 team they have to oppose the bill no matter what. In other
less than the ALP thinks there are. The Hon. Bob Sneath hagords, they are perpetuating what most people have had a
a loaves and fishes capac.ity in terms of the membership (g‘utfm of: that is, the party line.
the AWU. On some occasions, itis 10 000 and on others it The SA First representatives are also concerned about the
is 14 000, and then | think he introduced a new number ofqyersarial aspects of the proceedings. There is little or no
13 000. It depends on the day of the week. provision for the government and the opposition to use

The Hon. RK. Sheath interjecting: compromise, discussion and merit whilst debating bills.

The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: It depends on the day of the gyrely the last thing we need to perpetuate is the adversarial
week. The Hon. Bob Sneath plucks a number out of the aihature of our political system when it is clear that people are
and says, “Today, we'll pick 10 000. If I'm trying to sign |ooking for a new style of politics that is conclusive, con-
them up with the Labor Party and get a few extra votes for thgensual and bases decisions on what works. The current
ALP, we will call them 14 000." That seems to be a strangeydversarial nature of politics in our parliament has turned
way to run a union. In the end, it will be a decision for many people off politics and they have lost all hope in the
members of the union whether or not this issue and the SOffyo-party system. My questions to the minister are:
of controls that KPMG has highlighted will be allowed to 1 considering that many young people as well as adults

continue. are turning away from the political process in this country
because they reject the adversarial component of political
debate in our parliaments, why is the Youth Parliament

The Hon. T.G. CAMERON: | seek leave to make a brief ¢0ntinuing to perp_etuate Fhe style? ]
explanation before asking the Treasurer, representing the 2- If Youth Parliamentis suppose to educate and provide

Minister for Employment and Training, questions regarding‘axF’e.rienCe toyoung peop[e on hO\{V our parliamept operates,
the Youth Parliament. why is there no room for third or minor parties or independ-

Leave granted. ents in the Youth Parliament and will future Youth Parlia-

The Hon. T.G. CAMERON: The South Australian Youth Ments reflect this? _
Parliament program is a joint project of the government of _3- Why are participants to the Youth Parliament not
South Australia through the Office of Employment and Youtha!lowed to voice thEII'.IndIVIdua| views during debate if it
and the YMCA. The program enables young people to gaififfers from the party line?
an understanding of our political process whilst allowing the ~ The Hon. R.I. LUCAS (Treasurer): | am delighted that
voice of youth to be heard at the highest level. Over a sixthere are now two of us in this chamber—the Hon. Mr
month program, which culminates in a week-long summit inCameron and myself—who bemoan the combative nature of
July, teams are formed across the state from schoolg§uestion time and the parliament and the adversarial nature
universities, local councils and community groups. of politics in the South Australian parliament.

During the months leading up to the sitting days partici-  The Hon. T.G. Cameron interjecting:
pants are trained by young people on bill writing, parliamen- The Hon. R.l. LUCAS: Exactly. | am delighted to hear
tary etiquette—I not quite sure what they are taught aboutat the Hon. Terry Cameron and | share these views and |
parliamentary etiqguette—and our system of governmenknow that we can work together and hopefully convince other

YOUTH PARLIAMENT
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members in this chamber that the combative nature is not The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW (Minister for Transport
good— and Urban Planning): | thank the honourable member for
The Hon. T.G. Cameron: Even Mike Elliott. his continued interest in passenger transport issues in the
The Hon. R.l. LUCAS: Even Mike Elliott—we may well ~country area, particularly in regional and remote South
get a question time without a snide interjection from the HonAustralia. This passenger transport initiative is an example
Mr Elliott at some stage, if we last long enough. | am happyof Where a whole of government approach has been taken,
to refer the honourable member’s question to the minister. [Poth in funding and support terms, to see how we can
the honourable member’s question relates to this year's Youtinprove passenger transport for people who live outside the

Parliament, | have some inside knowledge of it. | will needbigger regional towns in country South Australia and who are
to check the detail, but | think in the end the bill was in Somewhat removed not only from services such as health and

relation to— hospital facilities but also from the route services provided
An honourable member interjecting: by the country bus operators.
The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: Who runs ',t;? An education  The government has provided $45 000 through a number
officer, | think. Was it part of Law Week? of agencies: the Passenger Transport Board, the Department
The Hon. T.G. Cameron:Itis not political. of Human Services, the Department of Education, Training

The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: I did not say it was political. The - and Employment and the Office of Local Government. As |
honourable member has raised an interesting question fibted, this is a whole of government approach to support an
relation to the instructions or otherwise that may have beefitiative that has come from the local community, and |
given to the young people participating in the Youth Parlia-applaud the efforts of the councils in the area, namely
ment. On that aspect | would need to take advice from th@oorong, Mid Murray, Southern Mallee, Karoonda/East
minister and his officers and bring back a response, and | amiurray, the District Council of Loxton Waikerie and the
happy to do so. | am happy to share the honourable membergural Council of Murray Bridge, or at least the rural areas of
reflections in some other aspects of his question. both those latter two councils.

TRANSPORT, REGIONAL The task force will include representatives of the East

Murray Area School, the Lameroo Hospital, the Murray

The Hon. J.S.L. DAWKINS: | seek leave to make a brief Mallee Strategic Task Force, the Murray and Mallee Local

explanation before asking the Minister for Transport andsovernment Association, the Murray Mallee Aged Care
Urban Planning a question about community transport in th&ervice, the local commercial bus operator, the Passenger

Murray and Mallee regions. Transport Board and the Murray Mallee Community
Leave granted. Transport Scheme. One can see from the wide variety of

The Hon. J.S.L. DAWKINS: In March this year | interests that not only is this a keenly felt need in the local

received correspondence from Mr Ken Coventry, thecommunity butit has strong local support.
Executive Officer of the Murray and Mallee Local Govern- . .
ment Association, in relation to a proposed Murray and The government has funded this study because we see it

Mallee community transport project. Mr Coventry wrote in &> 21 OPportunity to develop a blueprint for the improved
operation of community transport services outside the

his position of chair-convener of the working party that was etropolitan area and outside the larger rural towns. Over

established to advance this project. The other groups initiall?écent years there has been an enormous increase in support

involved in this working party were the Murray Mallee for community passenger networks, and it is now time to
Community Transport Scheme, the Riverland Community yp 9 !

Transport Scheme and the Murray Mallee Strategic Tasﬁjigzzst?ﬁ r?n%eert?rtllor;o?:glthceor&%llljé?tysieeé(ljns tehr(r)nv\? v(\);;tzgg
Force. The purpose of the project was to develop a blueprir‘l?lt1C|uole more transgort ootions in the future ’
for community transport in the greater Murray and Mallee P P )

regions for the next 10 years. One instance is the greater use of the school bus network
It was envisaged that the blueprint would address a ranggnd other investments in transport capital across the regional
of deficiencies that have been identified in the currenireas and rural areas of South Australia. There is a lot of
community transport services that serve the region. One gfotential to see how we can better utilise the transport options
these deficiencies related to certain geographical areasat are available and, in addition, to see how we can better
including communities such as Karoonda, Swan Reaclserve the interests of local people, of whom many are older.
Mannum and Blanchetown, which lie at the margins of theA number of women, for instance, whose husbands or
areas covered by the above mentioned transport services ggrtners may have died, are not as confident driving to
well as the Barossa Community Transport Network. Itis als@acilities that sometimes, with the rationalisation of projects
worth pointing out that the working group recognised that thén recent years, are somewhat distant from their local
project would also take into account any impact on commercommunity.
cial transport services that may result from extensions to
existing community transport schemes. We can providg a Iot_ more support and make improve-
| understand that in response to this proposal the ministdhents to the quality of life for people in rural and country
has recently announced the formation of a Murray and Malle@reas by improvements to community transport networks. |

Community Transport Strategic Plan Working Group. Myam confident that the study that the honourable member has
guestions are: referred to will assist in all those areas.

1. Will the minister outline the structure and funding 1o Hon. M.J Elliott interjecting:
sources of this group? T '

2. Will she indicate the particular focus of the working ~ The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: Well, you won't if you
group? don't stand up.
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WORKERS’ ENTITLEMENTS LEGISLATIVE REVIEW COMMITTEE

The Hon. R.K. SNEATH: | seek leave to make a brief The Hon. R.R. ROBERTS:| lay on the table the 22nd
explanation before asking the Treasurer about governmengport of the committee.

assistance for employees of bankrupt companies.
Leave granted. MURRAY RIVER

The Hon. R.K. SNEATH: In the last few years anumber  The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: | seek leave to make a brief
of companies have, unfortunately, gone bankrupt, and whegypjanation before asking the Treasurer, representing the

this happens in a lot of cases the workers are left out ofjinister for Water Resources, a question about Murray River
pocket. They certainly do not get their full entitlements,fnging.

sometimes going without long service leave, annual leave and | ggye granted.

even wages. I__ooking at the_recent state budget, | have not 16 Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: My question relates to
been able to find any commitment from the government tQecently proposed changes to funding for projects to save the
start funds or to assist, through the budget, workers who afurray River. In this year's federal budget, $14.3 million
Ieftmthqt predicament. | havg asked the Treasurer a numbgf,« -t from the National Heritage Trust funding to the
of questions about the predicament of the workers at thﬁ/lurray-DarIing Basin. My office rang the Murray-Darling
Manor Engineering company to see in which way he wagasin” Commission which informed my office that this
assisting thos_e people..He is certalnlylnot as quick getting Ofinding has been removed from the $76 million Murray-
to that as he is in bagging the Australian Workers Union.  paring 2001 project, which has been funded dollar for dollar

Perhaps the Treasurer will give some assistance to workelsy the state and commonwealth governments and overseen
through the government in the next few months by eitheby the commission. The commission has also informed my
putting a committee together or arranging some sort of fundffice that the National Heritage Trust funding to new
that will attract interest and be there for workers who are lefprojects in the Murray-Darling Basin will not be allocated
without their entitlements. My question to the Treasurer isuntil 2002-2003, leaving current projects at risk and slowing
does the government intend to assist workers who have logie growing momentum to save our Murray River.
their entitlements, annual leave, long service leave, wages, With this risk to projects in mind, | draw the minister’s
etc. because companies have become insolvent and, if naiitention to the piece on page 11 of todaidvertiser where
does the government intend to assist workers financially ihe is reported to have entered into a bond with young South
any other way? Australians to:

The Hon. R.I. LUCAS (Treasurer): The Minister for ... continue remediation projects already under way, repair
Workplace Relations, the Hon. Robert Lawson, has ministeidamage and ensure no further damage is caused and to encourage
ial responsibility for this area. | notice some comments fronf€SPonsible use of the river by the people.
the Hon. Mr Lawson in either theustralian or theAgetoday My questions to the Minister for Water Resources are:
and the honourable member might like to direct the specific 1. Will the state government continue its commitment to
guestions of detail to the appropriate minister. In relation toemediation projects already under way in South Australia by
whether or not the budget papers include a special fund arot reducing its funding in line with the commonwealth
allocation, my understanding of that would be no. | would begovernment?
happy to check with the appropriate ministers to see whether 2. If so, how does the state government propose to

or not that is in fact the case. distribute state funding to protect current projects and
maintain the momentum to save the Murray River between
WORKERS, ITINERANT now and 2002-20037?
3. Will the minister give the people of South Australia a
In reply toHon. R.K. SNEATH (3 April). commitment that no project to save the Murray River in

The Hon. R.D. LAWSON: The Minister for Government South Australia will suffer because of the reduction in federal
Enterprises has provided the following additional information: funding to the Murray-Darling Basin?

1. Yes. The issue of coverage for workers who work in more  The Hon. R.I. LUCAS (Treasurer): | will refer the

than one jurisdiction has been on the national workers compensatign ; . g .
agenda through the Heads of Workplace Safety and Compensati(()'%)nourabIe member’s question to the appropriate minister

Authorities (formerly Heads of Workers’ Compensation Authorities)and bring back a reply.
for several years.

2. Aworking party of workers’ compensation authorities from
each state and territory has sought to develop nationally consistent
draft legislation to be adopted across jurisdictions. South Australia,
through WorkCover Corporation, has played a key role in facilitating
the development of a solution. The need to produce a workable
legislative solution to this complex issue has meant a significant MATTERS OF INTEREST

amount of time has been spent working on detailed legislation.
Two draft bills were considered by a meeting of the working
party in February this year. It was agreed that the general thrust of
a draft bill developed by the South Australian WorkCover Corpora- INTERNATIONAL COLLEGE OF HOTEL
tion and Parliamentary Counsel would be advanced. At its May MANAGEMENT
meeting the Workplace Relations Ministerial Council noted progress
towards finalising the issue of state and territory cross-border The Hon. J.S.L. DAWKINS: On 26 May, along with my
coverage for workers’ compensation. To bring about final resolution-g|league the Hon. Legh Davis, | was pleased to attend a

ministers agreed that Parliamentary Counsel be asked to examine P :
the next month the South Australian draft and that theé‘?lantydlnnerattheGraduates Restaurant, Regency Institute

states/territories will accept the outcome of their advice and theRf TAFE. The dinner benefited Operation Flinders Founda-
proceed with implementation. tion, about which | have spoken in this place on two occa-
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sions. It was conducted by the students of the International In conclusion, | emphasise how successful the function
College of Hotel Management (ICHM) which is based at thewas. It obviously provided valuable experience for ICHM
Regency institute. students and assessment opportunities for college staff. It also

Meals were served by first year students of ICHM undeprovided an excellent fundraising event for Operation
the supervision of second year students who also designed tiiinders, which raised approximately $6 000 on the evening.
format of the evening and provided the comperes. As théextend my gratitude to Mr Michael Brearley, the Manager
name suggests, ICHM is truly international. It brings togethepf Education Program ICHM for his assistance to me in
a partnership unmatched by any other Australian college iRreparing this contribution.
that field, and includes the Swiss Hotel Association, the Time expired.
world’s first and foremost hotel trainer, providing ICHM with
three affiliated colleges in Switzerland; Le Cordon bleu, the ABORIGINAL COMMUNITIES
world’s most prestigious culinary school; and the Regency ] ]

Hotel School, a global educator with facilities unmatched in_ The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: 1 bring to the attention of the
Australia and offering a wide range of courses for the tourisnf-ouncil a problem with which we are living in this state and
and hospitality industry. other states, that is, the bureaucracy that deals with the

ICHM's curriculum is industry oriented. The emphasisd'ﬁ'cu“ problems of Aboriginal health, housing, education

throughout the course is on applying principles and practice hd so on. A specific problem is brought to public notice
relevant to the international hotel industry and on developini\/\r/Ough an article by Paul Toohey In.tWQIs‘trallan today

the entrepreneurial skills and business abilities crucial td//ednesday 6 June). The article headlined ‘Bureaucracy bogs
successful careers in the hotel management profession. TH8Wn $1 million assault on petrol sniffing’ indicates the
college employs teachers with high level internationalpmblems. W.h'C.h are on the ground gnd which impact on
industry experience. Some of the practical facilities at th ommunity l'f.e in many remote and regional areas. Agencies
campus include three commercial training restaurants, 10/at are dealing with the problem of young people getting
training kitchens and a range of other simulated facilities2roUnd with petrol cans around their neck and sniffing petrol

including a fully operational winery and an export standar ntil they Qrop are bpgged down by inactjvity asa result of
butchery and bakery. the agencies not being able to make decisions in a way that

. ... would have some hope of eliminating or fixing these
Students at ICHM generally live on campus, and in th'sproblems The article s?ateS' 9 g
family environment they make friends from many countries. M th. " ths aft 'J hn H q d$1 mili
H ore than tnree montns arter Jonn Rowara announce million
Al Ia”stdcoulnt,Hs'\Bqurehnts fr(_)m Fr;nor?pt\han .40. Cogntll'les h_aclin funding to combat the petrol sniffing crisis in the Northern
enrolled at ICHM. The Swiss Hotel Association diploma IS erritory, bureaucrats are yet to decide on where or how the money
the leading international qualification, and ICHM is the only should be spent.

hotel management school outside Switzerland where students An official body calling itself the Volatile Substance Misuse
can attain this prestigious diploma. Working Group (Northern Territory) met for the first time a fortnight

. e . ., ago and broadly agreed that two petrol sniffing pilot programs would
ICHM is also the only institution outside France at which e set up, one in central Australia and one in the Top End. It is

students can graduate with the famous Le Cordon Bledoubtful either program will start before September. No decision has
diploma. ICHM students can graduate with two internationaleen taken on which communities will get the pilot schemes or how
ly recognised diplomas at the completion of three yearstney will operate.

. . ‘There are too many players, that’s the trouble, said one member
study. With a three year diploma program followed by any¢ e working group. . Amember of the group said one of the main

additional 26 weeks to gain a bachelor degree, ICHM offergroblems was that the Territory Government had agreed to adminis-
the most comprehensive industry orientated hotel managéer projects but had since changed its mind. ‘And frankly nobody else
ment program available in the Asia Pacific region. wishes to administer them.

ICHM accepts responsibility for negotiating three That is an indictment on the bureaucratic structure in which
undergraduate industry placements in hotels, restaurants atitese people have to work. | pay tribute to all the people
resorts for students undertaking the diploma program. Thesgorking in those institutions and organisations that are
industry placements are arranged in a network of 150 leadingurrently dealing with alcohol and drug abuse within
hotels in Australia and overseas. In Australia and somé#digenous communities and to those people who are trying
overseas countries, students are paid during their placemetn. deal with the problem of petrol sniffing. It is not as if
ICHM offers an unequalled on-campus living facility which petrol sniffing, alcohol and drug abuse are new problems that
incorporates the special requirements of particular culturatave been inflicted upon remote and regional Aboriginal
groups. An estimated 90 per cent of the growth of tourisncommunities. It has been around for as long as | have been
worldwide is taking place in the Asia-Pacific region andin this Council.

ICHM is ideally located to service this huge and burgeoning The Hon. Carolyn Pickles interjecting:
Asia-Pacific market. The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: There was a select commit-

Initially, students master the fundamentals of their chosetee in this Council. John Cornwall was one of those who first
profession. First year students develop the skills required tbrought it to the attention of the Council, and Martin
work as operative level staff in food and beverage, fronCameron was one of the supporters of the government’s
office and housekeeping departments. Year 2 study equigsitiative at the time and took the issues back into the Liberal
students with supervisory level skills and knowledge, andParty’s party room at the time to get support in a bipartisan
other areas include marketing, wine studies, total qualityvay for the preventive programs that were being put in place
management and so on. Year 3 is a pivotal year and providés South Australia. Many of these programs had an element
students with management level skills, essential for careef removal and isolation in them, but we have learnt a lot
in the international hospitality industry. Following a further since those programs began.

26 weeks of study, students can graduate with a Bachelor of It appears that, because of the governance and bureaucracy
International Hotel Management Degree. that plagues Central Australia, in particular, we are not able
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to get a combined program effected. We have bottknow that they are being signed up. As a result, Mike Rann,
commonwealth and state bureaucrats, and in some cases locabader of the Labor Party, in thgvertiser of 14 May 1999,
government and health bureaucrats, all arguing about whicéaid:

way to proceed. In the middle is the Aboriginal communities’ | there is any evidence of rorting membership recruitment, those
leadership trying to get across a point of view which, in manyresponsible must be dealt with severely and prosecuted to the full
cases, is not listened to. The plea that needs to be made acr@EFnt of our rules because that kind of stupid behaviour is unaccept-
the board is to try to get a form of governance between thabole and should not be tolerated and will not be tolerated.
Northern Territory and South Australia, particularly in thoseThe fact is that because the AWU has overstated its member-
areas where we share borders, where the Aboriginal agghip by 3 000 members, at least, it has altered the results—the
indigenous people, the original tenants of that part of th@utcomes—of elections within the ALP. That is pure and
country, wander between northern South Australia angimple electoral rorting. Chris Schacht has been relegated
southern Northern Territory and do not recognise borders. W&om a number two to a number three position on the ALP
must remove some of the barriers we have built into oustate ticket; Bill Hender was dumped and he subsequently
bureaucracy to allow the administration of projects intoresigned from the Labor Party as aresult of this rorting; and,
regional and remote Aboriginal communities so we can ge®f course, the AWU has secured itself a member on the ALP
the services required to deliver the programs to those peopfxecutive to which it otherwise may not be entitled. | made
who need them and not be soaked up in bureaucratic fight§e challenge last week to Mr lan Hunter in my question
and arguments about who is to proceed, and not be soaked @pout this serious discrepancy of 3 000 in the membership

by salaries without any delivery at the bottom. affiliated with the AWU and the ALP of 14 010 and the
actual membership as signed off by the Hon. Bob Sneath. It
AUSTRALIAN WORKERS UNION is a difference, as | said, of 3 000.

There has been deafening silence from Mike Rann. There
The Hon. L.H. DAVIS: | want to detail some of the has been deafening silence from lan Hunter and, of course,
interesting matters relating to the Australian Workers Unionnot surprisingly, there has been extraordinarily deafening
which | have been raising in question time. Throughout thailence from the Hon. Robert Sneath, who is a central figure
year 2001, there have been serious allegations raised bdththis electoral shenanigans. It sets a new low in terms of
publicly and privately in relation to the Australian Workers electoral rorting in the Labor Party in South Australia. It
Union. Indeed, on 27 January this year, tAdvertiser  follows hard on the heels of the electoral rorting which we
reported that federal police were being called in to investigateaw in Queensland and which led to the sacking of several
allegations of electoral rorts in the AWU—allegations thatmembers of parliament.
had been referred to the union’s federal body. This involved The Hon. RK. Sheath interjecting:
a very serious matter, namely, that membership records had The Hon. L.H. DAVIS: That is a matter of fact. Several
been backdated to enable ineligible union members to stanlembers of the Labor Party were sacked in Queensland. Of
for a union ballot overseen by the federal Electoral Commiseourse, there are serious allegations of—
sioner. That election is now on and runs for some weeks, and The ACTING PRESIDENT (Hon. J.S.L. Dawkins):
is being fiercely contested. Order!
I am indifferent to the outcome of it, but | have been  The Hon. L.H. DAVIS: —AWU manipulation in New
interested in the allegations that have been flowing abowgouth Wales.
serious electoral rorting and also allegations of financial The ACTING PRESIDENT: Order! The honourable
mismanagement. Only today we saw very serious matteigember’s time has expired.
raised by KPMG, signed off by a senior staffer of KPMG,
regarding numerous deficiencies in the financial accounting The Hon. R.K. SNEATH: It was not my intention but |
and procedures adopted by the AWU during the time thathink that | will take the opportunity to speak about the AWU
Mr Robert Sneath was secretary of that union. elections. It is obvious that this place has been used, unfortu-
As | have mentioned in the Council on several occasionsjately, by Mr Wayne Hanson’s opponents. They are giving
the AWU has clearly engaged in electoral rorting in the sensquite a bit of false information to the honourable member,
that it has signed off for 14 010 affiliated members for thewhich is quite obvious. The only electoral rorts that have
ALP, entitling it to more members at the ALP Council than happened in the AWU occurred in 1989. That matter went to
otherwise it would have been entitled to. Indeed, if membersourt and a judge found—
take into account that Mr Robert Sneath as AWU secretary The Hon. L.H. Davis: Are you going to tell us about the
signed off for a figure of 10 208 members of the AWU as atmembership?
30 June 2000, and even if you add in the glass workers in The ACTING PRESIDENT: Order!
South Australia (300 members) and the Whyalla-Woomera The Hon. R.K. SNEATH: —that there were electoral
branch of the AWU (650 members), you come up with a totatorts. At that time one of the opponents of Mr Wayne
of 11 158 members, which is nearly 3 000 fewer than theHanson'’s ticket was the secretary, a Mr John Dunnery. The
14 010 members for which the AWU claimed Labor Partyballot was overturned. He won by 137 votes. His opposition
affiliation. And when members take into account that,took it to the courts in 1989. The judge said that there were
following the disgraceful performance of the Labor Party ina number of irregularities and he named some of the things
stacking branches in 1999, where 2000 new members wetkat Mr Dunnery was accused of doing. So, perhaps that is
signed up with a handful of cheques, including 20 people atvhere the honourable member—
Coober Pedy who did not even know they were being signed The Hon. L.H. Davis interjecting:
up by someone who— The ACTING PRESIDENT: Order!
The Hon. Carolyn Pickles interjecting: The Hon. R.K. SNEATH: —has got his information
The Hon. L.H. DAVIS: They were real people. There is from.
a big difference between dead people and people who do not The Hon. L.H. Davis interjecting:
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The ACTING PRESIDENT: Order, the Hon. Legh The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: What are you suggesting
Davis! happened with Harris Scarfe?

The Hon. R.K. SNEATH: As far as the AWU'’s financial The Hon. R.K. SNEATH: Well, what happened to it?
position is concerned, there are two balance sheets for bofMembers opposite might want to take time to look at some
the state union (the amalgamated AWUSA) and the greatef these companies that are going down the gurgler while
South Australian branch that have been signed off by the statbey are in government. Members opposite might want to do
auditors. They are available to the press or to anyone. Thehat instead of union bashing. Members opposite might want
have been distributed to the membership and to anyone who help the workers at Perry Engineering.
wants to have a look at them. If the Hon. Mr Davis wantsto  Time expired.
flap around a letter which fell off the back of a truck and  The Hon. L.H. Davisinterjecting:

which was put together for the national office, so be it. The ACTING PRESIDENT: Order! | would remind
The Hon. L.H. Davis: You are impugning KPMG, which members—
signed the letter. The Hon. L.H. Davis interjecting:

The Hon. R.K. SNEATH: KPMG is the national auditor. The ACTING PRESIDENT: Order! | would remind
In the last ALP conference the South Australian branch of thenembers that they should address their remarks through the
Australian Workers Union sent 13 delegates representing thghair.
greater South Australian branch, the Whyalla-Woomera
branch and the glass workers branch. There were 13 deleg- ABORIGINAL HOUSING
ates. If you have 14 010 members you get 14 delegates. You . o
get one delegate for every 1000 members. Surely the The Hon. SANDRA KANCK: The issue of Aboriginal
honourable member can work that out for himself. He say§0using has recently been in the spotlight because of the
that he is so good with figures—he should have worked thdpardline stance of the Adela}lde City Council. A fortmght.a.go
out. As | said, 13 delegates were sent to the ALP conferenc#€ council threatened to evict homeless people—a significant
The Hon. L.H. Davis interjecting: number of whom are Aboriginal—from the parklands. This

The ACTING PRESIDENT: Order! The Hon. Bob aPpProach, just days before the beginning of Reconciliation
Sneath has the call ’ ’ ’ Week, is a turn-around from a recently existing more

. . . enlightened one. A few years ago, along with other MPs, |
tric-li—rt])e EZHHSHKLSI\:]ES;\% \I,V\moéjekiémg\g,gg tga;:?ﬁenfiﬁt dstook up the offer of a guided tour of the Adelaide parklands.
Y --€9 9 For me the most impressive part of that whole tour was being

that the AWU has set up in aid of charity. The AWU has iy . O
given a number of charitable organisations donations. | thin@viosvtvggtgn%?en forward-thinking council was doing in the

that this will probably be the honourable member’s next trick

because | understand that his informants have also given him Recognising the_ reality Of. the existence of homeless
a bit about this. | want to let the Council know about thispe°ple’ the council had deliberately planted groves of

fund. Unfortunately, because of some of these riffraff runnin asuarinas so that the needles that gradually fell to the ground

around the place the AWU might decide not to continue with rOT the trfees formed ZSOﬁ unqleilr-bed, Wh'ﬁh would Iprowdfe
it. | hope that it does continues with it. To date, the AWU ha a place of retreat, and especially somewhere 1o sleep, for

given donations to spinal research, Cans for Kids 5AA, Kidg2MEless people. | remember being just a little bit proud that
for Cancer. Life EM Christmas for ’Kids Rotary— ' outh Australia’s principal metropolitan council was acting

- ... in such a humane way—how things change! A few months
ror;li—:ge’>Hon. L.H. Davis: What has that got to do with ago, in the company of Aboriginal woman Amelia Campbell

. N and the Reverend Bruce Stocks of the Anglican parish of
The Hon. R.K. SNEATH: —this will be the honourable \yest Adelaide, | visited the Uniting Church’s Byron Place
member’s next trick—the Port Pirie railway project, the

. - ommunity Centre, the Baptist Church’'s Westcare and
Adelaide Show, another Rotary Club and the Queen Elizabetf), aless people in the west parklands in order to get a

Hospital. N _ . clearer picture of the problem.
The Hon. L.H. Davis: Tell us what the membershipis. | note that, while | visited only these two centres, all of the
The ACTING PRESIDENT: Order! mainstream churches in our city centre are involved in

‘The Hon. R.K. SNEATH: Like every union, the member- helping these people, and | have profound admiration for
ship, of course, has dropped and who has played a big role fhose who work so tirelessly to give back some sense of

that? S humanity to these homeless people. The reasons that people
The Hon. L.H. Davisinterjecting: become homeless are complex and the stories | heard were
The ACTING PRESIDENT: Order! almost overwhelming. Amongst homeless Aboriginal women

The Hon. R.K. SNEATH: This government has played there is a cycle of child abuse leading to drug and alcohol
a big role in the decrease in memberships of most unionsddiction, leading to prostitution to fund the habit, leading to
This government has played a role because of the downtumapes and domestic violence and, unfortunately, teenage
in manufacturing. People are leaving this state and goingregnancies, and the cycle continues.
elsewhere. Workers are losing their jobs and this government Early death is common amongst these people and accepted
is doing nothing about it. That is what has played into thdike a background pattern on wallpaper. In the course of
hands of all unions losing membership in the last few yearspeaking with Amelia, she referred to the deaths of many of
Members opposite want to take a good look at themselveser friends and relatives, including the recent death of her 28
because they are doing industry no good in this state. Insteggar old niece and a nephew who had hanged himself in
of union bashing they might want to take time to fix up HIH; prison just before Christmas. At Byron Place she showed me
they might want to take time to look at Harris Scarfe; theycupboard doors covered with photos of people who used the
might want to take time to look at some of these companiesentre. She pointed out one person after another, all of whom
that are going down the gurgler. had died in recent times.
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Amelia’s courage in continuing to obtain help for her enable New Zealanders to increase control over and improve
people is extraordinary. When the Deputy Lord Mayortheir well-being by limiting the harms and hazards associated
recently attempted to remove homeless people from theith gambling; secondly, to reduce the prevalence of problem
parklands, he found that the promised housing was naind pathological gambling; and, thirdly, to reduce the health
forthcoming. This was no surprise given that my office hagisks, crime and economic and social destruction associated
regular correspondence with the minister and his departmentith excessive gambling by promoting responsible gambling.
in an attempt, often unsuccessful, to find adequate housingy view is that, the less accessible you make gambling and
for Aboriginal people. the less addictive you make particular forms of gambling, that

One such case was that of an Aboriginal woman from thavill reduce the harm as well as provide communities with a
bush, a softly spoken, gentle woman from Ernabella fosay as to the extent of the gambling that they have. Neverthe-
whom English was her second language. | met her at We#tss, the goals set out in the Compulsive Gambling Society’s
Care, having taken up her case last year with the Aboriginalocument are very useful.

Housing Authority. Because she suffered from a variety of

problems (including hepatitis B) she had been advised to stay We should also reflect on the fact that the Compulsive
in Adelaide so that she could access medical treatment, b@ambling Society of New Zealand has been a world leader
she had been kicked out of a hostel when other peopli@ participating with the medical profession to put in place

became aware of her health status. strategies for GPs to identify in their surgery whether

Obviously, sleeping rough did nothing to assist herindividuals are at risk of becoming problem gamblers. In New
condition, but my letter to the Aboriginal Housing Authority Zealand, every GP is provided with an information pack and
bore no fruit. The Aboriginal Housing Authority said that it an eight point check as to whether an individual potentially
could not justify priority treatment ahead of others ‘many offaces harm from problem gambling. It acts as an effective
whom have waited long for assistance and are experiencirggreening mechanism so that, in turn, those individuals can
similar difficulties.” We should be horrified that this is the be referred to a specialist. This is something that has been
case. Of great concern to me in its refusal to assist was tHelked about in a number of jurisdictions in Australia,
observation that appropriate ongoing committed suppoiincluding South Australia, but it seems that any sort of action
needed to be arranged for the family before the authoritjpas simply been too slow.
would be willing to reassess its decision. If the Department
of Human Services could not arrange this, who else could? If any government, this government or any state govern-

This woman ultimately found hostel accommodation withment, is serious about dealing with the risks inherent in
one of the inner-city church agencies, but she died in hospitfiroblem gambling, a strategy that involves the participation
of a massive infection last month—another Aboriginal deattpf GPs is absolutely essential in order to begin to measure the
which should not have occurred. What will now happen tatrue extent of the harm caused by problem gambling. The
her teenage grand-daughter whom she had in her care on thi&ategies in the national policy on responsible gambling also
day | met her is anyone’s guess. Will the cycle be broken@eek to look at using a balance of supply control, demand
Sadly, probably not, but the current out-of-sight, out-of-mindreduction and problem limitation measures. Of necessity, that
attitude of the Adelaide City Council will in no way assist in would involve not having various forms of gambling as
alleviating the long-term problems for homeless Aboriginalaccessible as they are now, having various gambling games
people. being less addictive than they are now, and also looking at

this whole issue not only as a health issue as the Compulsive
COMPULSIVE GAMBLING SOCIETY Gambling Society of New Zealand has done but also as an
issue involving product liability and whether there are

The Hon. NICK XENOPHON: I rise to pay tribute to the harmful products that have been released in the community.
work of the Compulsive Gambling Society of New Zealand
which, in many respects, has set the pace in terms of strat- The approach taken by New Zealand is groundbreaking.
egies to reduce the harm caused by gambling in that countr¥here is much that the Independent Gambling Authority can
I think much can be learnt from the approach taken in Newearn from the Compulsive Gambling Society of New
Zealand in terms of the work that this society is doing. 1Zealand and | hope that, in the course of its deliberations in
acknowledge the tremendous work that the society’s exeehe context of the legislative framework of the Independent
utive, Ralph Gerdelan, has done on this issue. The Compusambling Authority in this state, it will seek extensive
sive Gambling Society is a world leader in terms of itsadvice, assistance and counsel from the Compulsive Gam-
strategies and the implementation of policies to reducéling Society of New Zealand.
problem gambling.

Recently, the Compulsive Gambling Society released This document discusses a whole range of options for
discussion papers in relation to an overview to reduce theupply control strategies. It states that, if a particular gam-
harm from gambling. I think this is important in the context bling game is so addictive that it causes a significant measure
of the Independent Gambling Authority, which will be of public harm, that product needs to be modified or with-
established shortly as a result of legislation passed recenttjrawn from release to the general community in the same
in this parliament. That legislation is welcome in terms of atway as we have product liability laws that say that, if a
least beginning to grapple with some of the issues that faggroduct is known to have a propensity for harm and is
the state as a result of increased opportunities to gamble argingerous, it should not be readily available in the commun-
in particular, poker machines. This particular strategy idty. | hope that the Independent Gambling Authority, when
welcome, and much can be learnt from the Compulsive Ganit begins its deliberations on measures to reduce the impact
bling Society of New Zealand. of problem gambling, takes heed of the extensive work

Its primary objectives, as detailed in its most recentcarried out by the Compulsive Gambling Society of New
document with respect to overall public policy, are: first, toZealand.
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ITALIAN REPUBLIC ESTIMATES COMMITTEES

The Hon. J.F. STEFANI: Today, | wish to speak about The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: | move:
the Italian Republic. Last weekend, the South Australian  That the Standing Orders Committee of the Legislative Council
Italian community celebrated the 55th anniversary of theprepare amendments to the standing orders to provide for an
Italian Republic. | had the privilege to be among the manyestimates committee examination of the Appropriation Bills in the
invited guests who shared in the special celebrations of thisegisliative Council in future years.
important event. The Italian Republic was declared on 2 Junk the federal parliament both the House of Representatives
1946. This followed a referendum in which the Italian peopleand the Senate have estimates committee processes. It is
voted to abolish the monarchy, the House of Savoy, whichvorth noting that in the federal parliament it was the Senate
ruled the kingdom of Italy from 1861 to 1946. The Constitu-that first had estimates committees and only later were they
tion of the Italian Republic was approved by the Constituenpicked up by the House of Representatives. Interestingly,
Assembly on 22 December 1947 and came into force on When estimates committees were introduced in South
January 1948. Australia they were not introduced in the upper house first but
in the House of Assembly.
There are a number of reasons why | believe the estimates
ommittee process is necessary in the upper house. First, |
ake the observation that it is considered that the Legislative
ouncil is the house of review in the parliamentary process

For many South Australians of Italian origin, South
Australia has become their home. Today we share in man
common ideals and mutual democratic values. Above all, w
share with great pride the important achievements an
g%rg:?#é'i?gfritc;tinmzzgtlrtglig_ﬁ%set?ggn%g%g %ﬁohrg\?gsbheee nd the estimates committee process is an important review
developed between ltaly and South A?Jstralia are a remindap 0ce>S: Itdoes not deny the ability of the House of Assem-
of the great human values and personal links that exis ly to be involved in parliamentary review, but it seems that

; -d primary role of the Legislative Council is one of review, yet
gﬁgﬁlseennztj'rrmtwg 0 l?ﬁ;gté;ei:gi?igﬁrgf dor():ljlltgflelyeinlgaﬁgzt(jrall)l e ability to scrutinise the budget in detail is currently denied

2. ; - . > "{0 the Legislative Council.
almost one million people of Italian origin now living in o " .
Australia. | also note that it is usual for the opposition parties as well

as the government to have ministers and shadow ministers in

Many of us would be aware that Italy and Australia arethe Legislative Council and, while ministers are admitted into
strong trading partners and share important internationahe House of Assembly to enable questions to be asked of
interests in economic and political cooperation. Following thehem, neither the shadow ministers nor the backbenchers in
visits to Italy by the Minister for Foreign Affairs (Hon. the opposition parties are able to sit on the floor of the
Alexander Downer) and a visit to Australia by the Italian estimates committee in the House of Assembly and as such
Foreign Minister (Hon. Lamberto Dini) these importantlinksthey are reduced to passing notes into the chamber for
have been further developed. Itis also significant to mentiogomebody else to ask questions on their behalf. | further note
that Italy and Australia work together in international forumsthat there are three political parties and an Independent in the
across a wide range of global issues such as the establishmepper house who do not have any access to the estimates
of an international criminal court and the further reform of thecommittee process in the House of Assembly at all. The
United Nations. It is important to note that, following Mr |egislative Council is denied its ability to be involved in the
Downer’s visit to Italy, a joint announcement was made byreview process.
the Italian and Australian foreign ministers detailing the  There have been some suggestions that perhaps there be
establishment of the Australia-Italy Economic Culturala single set of estimates committees and that the Legislative
Council to facilitate increasing cooperation on a broad rang€ouncil have an opportunity to engage in them. Certainly, the
of economic investments, science and technology, as well dsedback | get at this stage is that many members of the
cultural issues. current estimates committees do not get to ask all the

Within this framework specific committees chaired by theduestions they wish to ask as there is insufficient time. It is
relevant ministers have been established to promote broadefrtly because governments play—and future governments
bilateral cooperation, especially in the area of economic an¥ill play—exactly the same games in estimates as they play
trade activities. In acknowledging these key initiatives, 1in question time, namely, that a lot of time is taken up by
congratulate the Australian and Italian governments and th&€ir own people asking questions.
respective ministers for foreign affairs for making such ~To admit more people into the process and allow further
decisions. | also acknowledge the work of the Italianguestions, while giving other members access that they do not
Consulate Office in Adelaide and would like to pay a speciaiave currently to ask questions, will mean that members who
tribute to Dr Lorenzo Kluzer, the Italian Consul, and his staff,already have difficulty asking all the questions they wish to
for his support and interest in the Italo-Australian community@sk will be competing with more questioners. So the ability
in South Australia. for aline of questioning to be pursued will be further limited.

. cannot imagine that the opposition would enjoy that an
| also commend the work and commitment, on behalf 01J g pp 1oy y

more than anybody else if they have to give up further

the Italian government in Australia, of the Italian Ambassa'questions not only to government members but to other

d]?r, His Exce”e_“gy’ Dr Gioyannri] C"’I‘St?”al‘(netﬁ' whose te.rgaar‘[ies who may have special areas of interest. It would make
of appointment s due to expire shortly. | take this opportunityy, e ayamination of particular issues increasingly disjointed.

of wishing him continued success in his future career. Thg s necessary for all those reasons for us to change the
national day celebrations, which acknowledged the accomy,qcass

plishments of many ltalians in South Australia, were agreat | note that this motion refers to future years. The standing

success and a great celebration for the community. orders simply cannot be amended in the time available but,
Time expired. as this motion is being addressed, | advise the government
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that when the Appropriation Bill comes before the Legislativewhere the government’s net lending and borrowing is
Council I would like on some occasions to repeat the processalculated by deducting the net acquisition of non-financial
that happened in this place a few years ago. When both tressets equivalent to net capital expenditure less depreciation
Hon. Martin Cameron and later the Hon. Robert Lucas werexpense from the net operating balance. The government is
Leaders of the Opposition, they asked questions about trepeculating about improvement in further years, although it
budget using the following mechanism: the minister wouldis worth noting that even last year there was a minor increase
have an adviser next to him, as is usual in regard to maniyn the estimated result as compared to the budget result in
pieces of legislation, and the adviser would be the head of elation to that net borrowing of the government.
government department. In that way it was possible to ask | also draw attention to Budget Paper No. 3 where the
questions in particular areas of interest. issue of net lending is analysed. We have a comparison on
At this stage | advise that | am giving consideration topage 3.3 in graphical form of the net operating balance versus
seeking to have that done when the Appropriation Bill comeshe net acquisition of non-financial assets. What we see there
into this place. | do not know whether the opposition hass the gap that has to be closed if we are to have a genuinely
given that any consideration, but it is something that théyalanced budget. | am advised that all other states, with the
Liberal Party in opposition initiated in earlier years. | want possible exception of Western Australia, have closed that gap.
an examination of the current budget to illustrate the areas afhe government speculates that it will achieve that in future
concern that deserve further scrutiny and that would bgears, but one would have to note at this stage that that is
possible if we had an appropriations committee, which coulghurely speculation.
have the opportunity to examine further. | would look ata |t s interesting that the government then seeks to claim
few of the government's budget documents in S0 doing.  that it has achieved great things in terms of reduction in debt
Last Thursday when the Treasurer introduced the budggtyel. Everybody wants to see the debt level go down, but
into the other place he told us that we were turning anothfnat is being achieved in this budget? When we look at
page and that that day heralded a new chapter in budgghge 7.5 of Budget Paper No. 3, and see the total non-
management. As | turned the pages | kept thinking | wasinancial public sector net debt and unfunded superannuation
reading the same chapters | had read before and | really digpjlities, the estimate for the year 2002 is an increase in the
not see that there was a significant change in where thinggyn_financial public sector net debt of some $122 million.

had being heading for some time, nor did | feel that any Itis also worth notin .

: g that the unfunded superannuation
progress had been made. The Treasurer talked about the fifigly v i< not decreasing butincreasing by some $98 million
second, and_th|rd chapter and claimed that we are now in th is year. The basis of that, as | understand it, is a claim that
chapter, which has produced a sound platform. | do n ’ :

: ) . ! ey are running a little ahead of schedule, if you like, that
believe that the figures in the budget papers illustrate th
and | would like to probe them in further detail. hey had a good year last year. That fact was touched on by

: ) : the Hon. Paul Holloway when asking a question earlier today
The Treasurer in presenting the budget said (on the Seco'ﬂfthis chamber.

page of the printed copy of his speech) that we have produce .
a small surplus of just $3 million this year and there will be One would have to say that even the apparent improve-

balanced budgets for the next year and for the forV\h,jmljrnentinthe past 12 months was speculative. What we do see

estimates. The way in which governments choose to construll} r€1ation to the non-financial public sector net debt and
their budget documents is interesting. Certainly, we see ofi"funded superannuation liability is an increase of $122 mil-
' n in one case and $98 million in the other—well over

page 3 of the Budget at a Glance, which seems to be a sp,

: : L ) -1 $200 million. It is worth noting at the same time that the
ﬁgﬁ;ment in particular, a subtitle '2001-02 budget high government has also dipped into SAFA—I do not have the

. : age reference immediately—and my recollection is to the
Zogxr‘;éogebuhgggt k(])?rgolri eagzur:ﬂﬁg%/ I n-?h;ltjrighiﬁ efcf)irg ltjrrlgtoune of about $92 million, and into the South Australian Asset

which has been referred to in the budget documents. HowpManagement Qorporation to the tune of, as | recall again,
gme $40 million.

ever, the Treasurer does not focus on page 24 of the sam . . . )
document, which is the accrual outlook for the state, and in, On My understanding, SAFA is not included in these net
that we see a different story being painted. If one looks at the€bt figures. That being the case, on a one-off basis the
net operating balance for the budget, that indeed is not government has cushioned itself even fgrther in away thatit
surplus but a $38 million deficit. The net operating balanc&annot do year af_ter year. It used to dip into other little pots,
reflects the cost of service provision including non-cash costé€ ETSA, from time to time and transfer debts over there,
such as depreciation, disclosing all financial obligationdut it cannot do that any more. | think that it has been under
accrued each year such as superannuation and long servR¥erY rock, gathered every last dollar that was buried and,
leave liabilities, even if the cash costs come in future yearsiespite all that, what we see is deterioration in the net
To some extent, the government is almost playing the soRosition of this state of some hundreds of millions of dollars.
of game that some people play when working out their tax The Hon. RR. Robertsinterjecting:
returns: they decide when they will purchase things, whenthe The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: That would be a major part
cost will be finally attributed, and when they will pay their of the problem, one would have to believe. | notice as we go
bill. It is shifting some things into other years. At the end ofthrough the Treasurer’s speech that on page 3 he says that
the day it is important that non-cash costs such as depreagencies will be required to adopt a targeted reduction of 5
ation are taken into account. They certainly were not takeper cent in the number of administrative executive positions
into account in relation to the claimed $2 million surplusin portfolios and that this strategy will provide an effective
which was a cash surplus and not an accrual surplus. transfer of resources away from red tape and back to the
One can look further and look at the net lending fiscalprovision of services at grass root levels: more indians, fewer
balance which then creates a net borrowing of $209 millionchiefs. | would be interested to know how the government
That measures the government’s investment saving balanescertained that each portfolio had exactly 5 per cent of
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clearly inefficient workers who need to be removed, becauswill have to find more of that $25 million, again there is a
that is effectively the argument. trigger in there for greater pressure—

Rather than the government saying, ‘We are examining all The Hon. Diana Laidlaw interjecting:
departments to see where there are inefficiencies and we will The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: If you were paying attention,
remove those which are there, whether they be 1 per cent gou’d know.
27 per cent’, it has managed to establish that there is exactly The Hon. Diana Laidlaw interjecting:
5 per cent worth of inefficiency in these middle management The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: I'm speaking to my motion.
positions in every portfolio area. That is one of the mostl am not taking up any more time of the Council than | would
interesting bits of accounting that | have seen in a long timetake up anyway. | am actually giving examples of the sorts
in terms of seeking to balance one’s budget. By the end abf issues | would like to be able to explore in the estimates
page 3 we have the Treasurer getting back to his theme gfocess.
‘We continue to live within our means.” When Captain  The Hon. T.G. Cameron interjecting:

Sensible, captain of th85 Minnow was— The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: It's good to have you down
The Hon. T.G. Roberts: The Titanic. here being educated from time to time, as an occasional
The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: |am not sure whether itis the visitor to this place.

Minnow or theTitanic, but either would be appropriate. The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: You could put all these
An honourable member interjecting: guestions on notice anyway.

The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: | don't think anyone would The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: I'd be waiting forever for an
trust him with a boat quite that big, although the conse-answer. The government has provided additional funding of
guences if they did would be exactly the same. | should na$29.5 million this year in relation to investment attraction. It
allow myself to be distracted by these constructive interjecis not clear from this statement whether or not that is the full
tions. I note that the government is reducing payroll tax, ané@mount of money to be spent on investment attraction or
the Democrats welcome that. In fact, the abolition of payrollwhether it is additional to the level of funding provided in
tax has been Democrat policy since the formation of the partprevious years. That is a matter that is causing great interest
some 23 years ago, so we welcome this move. in the business community, and certainly the feedback | am

It is interesting to note that some of this cut will not getting (and itis the Democrats’ belief) is that, while there is
become effective until 1 July next year, so the governmena place for moneys to be spent on investment attraction, a
has made a decision not only on its behalf but for the nexgreat deal more attention should go into stimulating existing
government as well. | suppose that at that point it could be amall and medium businesses in South Australia through
bit like L-A-W law: the tax cuts that someone else did onceclustering, which currently in the budget is receiving some
before. But | will not distract myself by pursuing that $2.5 million (the Treasurer might put me right on that, but |
particular question further. think it is about that figure).

I note that there is both a tax cut and a change in the Anyone who had the opportunity to attend the Business
threshold on 1 July next year, although the government seenvdsion 2010 breakfast on clustering last week will be aware
to be at the same stage broadening the payroll tax base so tliat the work that it is doing is having enormous spinoffs, and
it will probably get all that back again in any event: he giveththat the government putting more money into the clustering
and he taketh away, in at least equal or greater parts. Tigrograms will achieve a great deal more for this state than
government also said that it will collect no more money fromsome of the other investment attraction programs, although
the emergency services levy. It has quite clearly been exposédote that the budget gives no detail as to how much is going
by now that the reason why the emergency services levior what purpose—something that we would like to explore.
came into this state was that the government was broke. The Treasurer told the parliament that education spending

It had a little bit of money under a few rocks it was savingnext year will be $280 million more than 1997-98 and then
up for an election year and, in particular, to pay for the centrasaid, ‘$105 million higher than last year’s budget,’ which had
administration that it was putting into emergency services asome people in the media printing that education is getting
well as the radio network, which was swinging out of controla $105 million major injection. In fact, my reading of the
rather rapidly in terms of costs. That is why the emergencyudget statement makes quite plain that, as distinct from last

services levy came in. year's budget estimate, the actual spending was identical to
The PRESIDENT: Order! The honourable member will this year’s budget.
keep to the subject of his motion. It is worth noting that last year there was a significant

The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: | can assure you, Mr Presi- salary increase in relation to education workers and, in
dent, that | am not taking up too much time of the Council,consequence of that, there is no further increase this year. So,
because | would have covered this during debate on thiedeed, in real terms education is suffering a cut. The
Supply Bill. I am covering the sorts of issues | would like to Treasurer also talked about another $36 million for computers
be able to explore in the Estimates Committee process, and terms of government schools and parent contributions.
| am using them to demonstrate the sorts of issues that need The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: On a point of order: |
to be explored but which at this stage are denied us in theould like you, Sir, to provide the Council with a ruling on
processes currently available in this chamber. the relevance of the contribution being made by the honour-

The Democrats are pleased to see the state’s commitmegibtle member in terms of the series of specific budget
to the Adelaide-Darwin rail link, something which was a questions that he is asking and the motion that he has moved
Democrat commitment at the state election before last anich relation to the Standing Orders Committee. | ask for your
which | believe all parties in this place are committed to nowruling not only on the basis of relevance but also in the
I note that we are only paying $25 million, as | understandknowledge that there are ample opportunities provided in this
over the next year (2001-02), so this state will have even aplace through question time, questions on notice and reply to
greater commitment in future budgets. When one looks at the budget for specific matters relating to the budget to be
budget that is not in balance and realises that future budgetaised, which other members respect.
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Members interjecting: occurred, it has occurred more rapidly than any demographic
The PRESIDENT: Order! | uphold the Minister’s point trend could explain.
of order. Having spoken to the Hon. Mr Elliott five minutes ~ The Hon. L.H. Davis interjecting:

ago, | believe he said that he would, more or less, give the The PRESIDENT: Order! The Hon. Mr Davis is
sort of speech that he would have given in a debate on thecacerbating the problem we are having of asking the Hon.
Supply Bill. I note that he is down as a speaker for that debatgr Elliott to be relevant to his motion.

later today. He is straying from his own motion, which  The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: Heis trying to lead me away
clearly talks about standing orders and the preparation Gfom the substance of the motion.

amendments to the standing orders to provide for an estimates The Hon. Diana Laidlaw interjecting:

committee. He has given a few examples but he has strayed The PRESIDENT: Order! Pursuant to standing order
along way beyond that, so | ask the honourable member t5?86, I will issue a warning to the Hon. Mr Elliott and sit him

be relevant to his motion. down if he keeps being irrelevant
The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: If | might put it t , M X . . L
©non ignt put [ 1o you, VT The Hon. Diana Laidlaw interjecting:

President, that, if one wanted to be as rigorous as you are e i )
seeking to be, one could give exactly the same ruling in The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: Itis quite clear that | will not

relation to the Supply Bill. If you look at the way things have Pe allowed to give further examples of areas of concern |
been treated in this place— would like to explore. | ask all members to give consideration

Members interjecting: to this motion. | remind members that both upper and lower

The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: No, it is not a reflection on houses of federal parliament have an estimates review
the current President. It has been a practice that has eRrocess. It is something that we do not have. It means we
olved— cannot examine the budget in any detail. | hope that the

The PRESIDENT: Order! The matter of Supply has not government will be more prepared, than the minister is at
been brought up. We are not talking about Supply: we ar@resent, to allow us to explore the budgets, because the
talking about a motion on the standing orders. government members may be sitting on the opposition

The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: | would put it to you, Mr benches—in fact, they are guaranteed to be—and | would
President, that what | am seeking in this place is the abilityhink they would appreciate the opportunity of being able to
for us, through an estimates committee process, to the abfeck out what the next government is doing, rather than rely
to explore the budget. There is no capacity in this place—an@N Passing notes into the House of Assembly chamber—
that is the argument that | am putting—for a detailedWhich is what they will be reduced to doing after the next
examination of the budget. There is no process at all whicKlection.

allows that and | am seeking to give examples of the sorts of | urge all members to give this motion serious consider-
issues that | believe this Council would like to explore ination. At some stage we need to think carefully about whether

relation to the budget. or not current standing orders in the House of Assembly are
Members interjecting: the most appropriate. There seems to be a bit of abuse of that
The PRESIDENT: You are making the point. If the Process and perhaps we might look to tighten up those

honourable member wants to give examples, he should giv&anding orders at the same time. Clearly, | will have to find

them, but he is not to stray onto debating points. another opportunity to explore some issues in relation to the
The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: It's a gag. budget which | believe deserve exploration and which the
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw interjecting: absence of estimates denies. | will have to wait to see whether

The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: What are you getting so Or not|am allowed to do it under the Supply Bill.

wound up about?
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw interjecting: The Hon. T.G. CAMERON: | am not down on the

The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: If you want the standing Notice Paper to speak about the resolution standing in the

orders to Work, we can make them work all the time’ forname of the Hon. Michael Elliott. | would have been very
everybody. That is what | really want. Another issue that linterested to hear the examples about which the honourable

had wished to explore with the government— member wanted to tell us. As | understand the resolution
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: But you're going to do it before the Council, he is proposing that the Standing Orders
anywavy. Committee of the Legislative Council look at the standing

The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: | am giving examples of an orders to see whether there is some way that members of this
issue that | would have liked to explore in an estimateglace are able to provide some kind of examination in relation
process. For instance, regarding our questions arouri@ the estimates committees. | can recall that, when | was the
unemployment rates, the documents have provided sonféadow minister for transport and small business, the minister
information about trend unemployment rates and about that the time sat in the same chamber in which | sat yet | was
fact that the rate declined to 7.2 per cent, but what | would b&nable to question the minister during the estimates commit-
seeking from the minister responsible for these issues #€ process.
information around participation rates. The minister could The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: You do it rigorously every
prove me correct in this, but my understanding is that irsitting day.

South Australia the participation rate, which used to be the The Hon. T.G. CAMERON: Perhaps you used to get
national average some seven years ago, is now the worst guestioned a bit by the shadow minister for transport, but you
mainland Australia and only marginally better than Tasmaniaget let off the hook these days, let me tell you. The point is

The Hon. L.H. Davis: Why is that? Has it something to that one wondered about the process when you would go back
do with demographics? to your office to prepare questions to be submitted to the

The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: If you look at the rate of minister, who stood across the Council looking at you every
change, you would understand that concept—perhapday the chamber was sitting. | had to secretly prepare the
vaguely. If you look at the rate of change of this as it hagjuestions for the minister, give them to someone else, hope
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they would ask them, and hide in the back of the chamber likeole of the Legislative Council, and the Legislative Council

some mongrel dog waiting— could provide a valuable contribution to the estimates
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw interjecting: committee process, particularly if it will allow ministers who
The Hon. T.G. CAMERON: Yes; one is unable to sitin this Council to be examined by this Council about their

interject when you know the answers coming back from theportfolios.

other side are rubbish. | make the point that | think the Hon.

Mike Elliott is onto something here. The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS secured the adjournment of
The Hon. T.G. Roberts interjecting: the debate.
The Hon. T.G. CAMERON: | will ignore that interjec-

tion. At the very least, shadow ministers who sit opposite G.C. GROWDEN PTY LTD

ministers in this place should be accorded the courtesy of ) )
being able to examine them. The Hon. T.G. CAMERON: | move:

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: But that would exclude the |- That a select committee of the Legislative Council be
Democrats. appointed to investigate and report upon the financial

. activities which lead to the collapse of G.C. Growden Pty Ltd
The Hon. T.G. CAMERON: Yes, that would exclude the (Mortgage Investments), the financial and legal implications

Democrats but, as | understand the resolution, itis something  for the investors involved and any other related matter;
that the Standing Orders Committee could look at to sed.  That the committee consist of six members and that the
whether or not we could prepare amendments or guidelines ~ guorum of members necessary to be present at all meetings

. . . . of the committee be fixed at four members and that standing
to the standing orders to provide an opportunity for examin- order 389 be so far suspended as to enable the chairperson of

ation of ministers, particularly those ministers in this place. the committee to have a deliberative vote only;
| am not saying that is restrictive—only to them. We are inlll.  That this council permits the select committee to authorise the
a situation which reminds me a litle—and | am not having disclosure of publication, as it thinks fit, of any evidence or

a go at the Minister for Transport here—of the question | gg?:nugn}(eegtgr?ergstg%eedégGgii?ogplr(;]ittee prior to such evidence

asked this morning about the youth parliament. It has beefy.  That standing order 396 be suspended to enable strangers to
set up as if there is only a government and an opposition and be admitted when the select committee is examining witness-
everyone else is irrelevant. es unless the committee otherwise resolves, but they shall be
| indicate that | am attracted to the proposition standing excluded when the committee is deliberating.
in the name of the Hon. Michael Elliott. | would have thought | thank the Hon. Legh Davis for seconding my motion. | hope
that what we all are about and what we should be about ithat that is indicative of some sympathy he has with the plight
providing the best possible mechanism for examining the@f the 2 000 small and mainly elderly investors who lost their
performance of government ministers. | know that ministerdife’s savings following the collapse of Growden. | look
do not quite see it that way and oppositions see it as their dufprward to the honourable member’s support, even if the
to attack the government and be critical, but I think we ard-iberal Party will not support this resolution when it is dealt
moving into an era of politics whereby this Council, for with by the Council. I am reintroducing this motion today as
example, might be made up of seven or eight members whibwill give the people who invested their money in good faith
are not members of the opposition. in G.C. Growden the opportunity for their story to be heard.
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: And/or no ministers. At least 2 000 small and mainly elderly investors lost their
The Hon. T.G. CAMERON: And/or no ministers. life’s savings following the collapse in 1996 and 1997 of
Because of the different voting systems we have in each gkdelaide-based G.C. Growden Pty Ltd (Mortgage Invest-
the houses, we could very well find that the composition ofments). | will give a brief account of the Growden affair.
this Council ends up being quite different from the compo-Throughout its 15 years in the industry, Growden had been
sition of the other house. | do not believe the democrati&known for his ethical zeal. Growden attacked thousands of
process and proper examination of government would be begeople looking for a safe investment—attracted, | should
served by a continuance of a system whereby only membetsve said, not attacked. Growden attracted thousands of
of the lower house can examine ministers during estimategeople looking for a safe investment with better than bank
committees. | was a little disappointed that the Hon. Michaeinterest.
Elliott was not given the opportunity of expanding on the The Hon. T.G. Roberts: Later he attacked them.
examples that he had— The Hon. T.G. CAMERON: He not only attacked them
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: You do acknowledge he has but he slaughtered them. Growden offered returns as high as
other matters of interest in relation to supply about which hel2.5 per cent on first mortgage investments, even when
can speak? mortgage lending rates across the country had fallen below
The Hon. T.G. CAMERON: | acknowledge that. We all 8 per cent. The company put the funds of many of its
are entitled to speak on supply. Michael Elliott would not beinvestors into syndicates to lend on large commercial
the first member of this chamber to stray from the subject andevelopments, such as hotels, retirement villages or factories.
not get away with it. Usually, when members stray from theEach of the estimated 3 500 investors in mortgages brokered
subject they are ignored. The honourable member was a littley Growden provided money to be loaned for about 450
unlucky that the minister was sitting here, took a point ofprojects, mainly housing and other construction developments
order and found a sympathetic ear with the President. ih South Australia.
indicate | will make a point of having a discussion with the  Depending upon the value of the project, Growden would
Hon. Mike Elliott about his examples. then recommend how much his investors should provide,
The Hon. T.G. Robertsinterjecting: with the average amount in the vicinity of $15 000 to
The Hon. T.G. CAMERON: You might get a sympathet- $25 000—although, | hasten to add, many investors might
ic year from the President, but you will not from me for the have up to 10 or a dozen mortgages of $15 000 to $25 000 on
next six months, let me tell, so go ahead. | intend to give this range of different properties, based on the premise that if
very serious consideration. | think that it could expand thethey spread their money around they were protected by first
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mortgage and their investment would be safe. They have had It might well be as the Hon. Julian Stefani brings to my
to learn the hard way that that was not the case. This wagttention: that one of the main problems was that money was
each of the loans issued would comprise funds provided blpst because the valuations on these properties were not done
numerous people. properly. They were inflated and we know the reasons why.
For example, a $100 000 loan could involve 10 peopleln many cases—and it supports the interjection of the Hon.
each of whom provided $10 000. Many investors would havgulian Stefani—Growden appears to have lent between
money tied up in several loans and, in some cases, believ&0 per cent and 200 per cent of the property land value. In
that they were making a good return with absolute securityother words, you could go in and borrow $500 000 on a
However, what went horribly wrong was the nature of theproperty that was worth $300 000 and, provided the valuer
projects money was lent to in the company’s final monthssaid it was worth $750 000, well, that was good enough for
Companies or individuals who sought loans from theGrowden.
mortgage brokers were often high risk—people to whom a Of course, the investors, many of whom were elderly
traditional financier, generally, would not lend, particularly people, trusted a licensed valuer to give a true and representa-
when the State Bank went belly up. By the middle of 1996ive market value for that property. It looks like that has not
some investors found that their monthly interest paymentgeen the case, and | think that the Hon. Julian Stefani is onto
from Growden were becoming sporadic. something there. If the parliament does support this motion,
This was a big problem for many investors as these assure him—because | hope to be on that committee—that
cheques were often their main source of retirement incomghat is one of the areas | will have a look at.
and, of course, many people believed that if their interest The Hon, T.G. Roberts interjecting:
cheques were in doubt that meant that their capital was also 1he Hon. T.G. CAMERON: He may wish to sit on the

at risk. Company documents now show that fewer than @,mmittee—that is if the Hon. Trevor Griffin lets him vote

dozen investors acted to retrieve their funds. In FebruaryOr the setting up of it. Other investors who insist they

1997, a receiver manager was appointed to the maifgjieved they were lending on first mortgages have since

coLnl_pany, G.C. C?cr_owden. Al thgt lt_ime Growden fronted &jiscovered they were involved in second mortgage loans, and
public meeting of investors to deliver an angry statemenf,q e js absolutely no hope of their recovering any of their

denying that his company had major problems. He said thaf, ey, Documents indicate that the word ‘first was replaced
it could easily trade out of small difficulties if it were only itk ‘second’. ‘First’ is either scrawled out or erased with
left alone by the ASC. iquid Paper. Investors claim through their lawyers that this

The receiver manager appointed to G.C. Growden, Russel}, 5, ; ;
. > ge was made after they had signed the documentation.
Heywood-Smith of BDO Nelson Parkhill, found that of the | believe that these people, particularly in light of recent

549 loans on the Growden books 177 were non-performlngeventsy are entitled to know what went on. Who changed the

and that these non-performing loans added up to almost twg- .
thirds of the value of the company’s total loan portfolio. This?ﬁrSt mortgage documents to second mortgage, effectively

was not to be the only shock. When investors whose mone |sfrancg1|5||gg them from having any chance of getting their
had disappeared into the non-performing loans were con- oney back: .
tacted, their loan documentation contained statements that 1€ Hon. T.G. Roberts:Where is GC now?
stunned the receiver. Further investigations then found that The Hon. T.G. CAMERON: | will come to that. There
money in some of the loans had not been used for thi further confusion over a so-called indemnity policy to
investment listed on the investor’s documentation. protect investors against loan defaulters. This was to pay
In one example $935 000 was lent for a retirement Vi||agénvestors their interest cheques in full for six months in such
in Adelaide’s northern suburbs. The village was never builtcases. Again, that needs to be examined as to precisely what
yet the total mortgage loan funds had been handed over to tHéent on. Why was not mortgage guarantee insurance
borrower as a lump sum. One must ask: how did this occurProvided to the lenders? If you are lending to only 70 per cent
If we examine it we find that land on which the village was Of the value of the property, mortgage guarantee insurance is
supposed to be constructed was listed as contaminated and'@t @ terribly expensive proposition, and it is paid by the
next to a main rail corridor. Valuations on other non-perform-orrower as part of the overall loan arrangements.
ing loans are also considered by receivers and lawyers acting | think we know why mortgage guarantee insurance was
for investors to have been vastly inflated, making a mockeryiot provided. The Hon. Julian Stefani is already onto it. It is
of the investors’ belief that they were lending no more tharbecause the valuations were probably crook. A mortgage
70 per cent of the property’s valuation. It seems that it waguarantee insurance firm conducts the business on the
a classic case of the mortgage broker using licensed valuegsedibility and integrity of the written valuations it insists
who would give or provide very friendly valuations, which upon from licensed land valuers. Itis quite obvious that any
would allow him to lend the maximum amount of money to attempt to organise mortgage guarantee insurance for these
the borrower. people would have resulted in a situation where the insurer
The Hon. J.F. Stefani:Were they written valuations? ~ would have insisted upon their own valuer going out there
The Hon. T.G. CAMERON: | understand that they were and valuing the property.
written valuations, or most of them, but, | guess, itonly goes It would appear from some of the evidence | have seen
to remind us of that old saying that the contracts were nothat these valuations could have differed by as much as 50 per
worth the paper they were printed on. The Hon. Julian Stefardent or 60 per cent. In other words, Growden’s valuers valued
interjects. My understanding is that the valuations were inthe property at $1 million but another valuer employed by a
writing but the honourable member raises a very goodnortgage guarantee company to ensure that the valuation was
question, and it is one of the issues that | believe thizorrect and to protect its insurance policy would have seen
committee could investigate, namely, was there any untowara valuation of $500 000 or $600 000, which would have
arrangement, agreement or relationship between the mortgageeant the loan would not have taken place and Growdens
broker and the valuer? would not have done any business.
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It may well be that, as a result of this inquiry, we may involved in this matter who is suffering from a major
need to examine the relationships between mortgage brokedgpressive illness. There are hundreds of investors who
and lenders and the efficacy of the valuations they are gettingpelieved in him and his organisation who are very depressed
Certainly—and | am sure the Hon. Julian Stefani would agreéoday because of the money that they have lost. Not only do
with me—the relationship between these two people shoulthey have very little chance of ever getting it back but, to
be at proper arm’s length. If people cannot trust a writterdate, no-one has publicly acknowledged in any way whatso-
valuation by a licensed valuer, then we need to go back anglver that they have a case and that this matter ought to be
have a look at the entire profession. examined.

The investors in Growdens have been left on their own, | 41 ypon all members to put aside politics on this issue.

and their treatment in my opinion has been shabby anghis is a bunch of people who want their story told. Now that
shameful. These people have stumped Adelaide trying t0 9gte court case has been adjourned, | do not believe the story
their matter raised in some public manner. On the previoug;i pe told unless we set up a parliamentary committee
occasion that I introduced a similar if not identical motion to,yich can provide an avenue for the full truth on this matter
this in this place, | was stymied or stalemated, if you like, by come out. By supporting this motion, we will allow the full
the fact that there was litigation. story to be told and we might give the people who have been

The Hon. J.F. Stefani:Stonewalled! ] . caught up in this mess the chance to submit evidence on the
The Hon. T.G. CAMERON: The Hon. Julian Stefani atter.

suggests ‘stonewalled’—I think that is probably a better . - .
description than either of mine. The matter was sub judice, e need to make sure thatfinancial disasters such as this
and we were told that we would have to wait until all the@'® Never allowed to occur again. At no other point in
litigation had concluded. On 23 April this year, Brian Australia’s history have the senior citizens of our country had

Growden was declared unfit in the District Court to stand triaf® Much cash in their hands available for investment, but
on 26 charges relating to the misapplication of aboutnfortunately there are too many people in the community
$425 000 of investors’ funds. who are prepared to prey on them. We have seen the investors

The Hon. T.G. Roberts interjecting: in Retirelnvest recompensed by Mercantile Mutual for the

The Hon. T.G. CAMERON: No. The court case was $8 millionorso thatthey lost, but these people have been left

abandoned because Mr Growden has a major depressi%th no hope and no chance of recovering their money and,

illness and has been committed to James Nash House, tﬁ%mb salt i_ntc_) the wound, no-one is prepared to stand up and
state’s secure psychiatric facility. That is what | was in-S& 'We will listen to your story, go ahead and tell us.’ | urge
formed: that Mr Growden had been committed to James Nagf{! members to support the motion.
House. So, | guess there cannot be any truth whatsoever in
the rumours that someone identical to Mr Growden has been The Hon. NICK XENOPHON: | indicate my strong
seen out and about around the town in the early hours of thgupport for the motion of the Hon. Terry Cameron. He has
morning. | know that it could not be Mr Growden because hecampaigned tirelessly on this matter over a number of
would be the last person to be having a drink or two andnonths, and it has been a number of months since this motion
celebrating in the early hours of the morning as the court cas&as initially moved by him. Itis important that this issue not
has just been adjourned, he is suffering from a majobe left to wither. The impact on the families to which the
depressive illness and he has been committed to James N&3@n. Mr Cameron refers is real, and it ought to be dealt with
House. by this parliament. We have an obligation to these investors,
Some of these people who have lost money through higho, in many cases, have lost their savings and been
firm—they might be getting old and their glasses might nodevastated by the collapse of this entity, to get to the bottom
be working properly—believe that they have seen a man whef what has occurred. | think this parliament owes a debt of
must be Mr Growden’s twin out and about in the early hourggratitude to the Hon. Terry Cameron for raising this issue,
of the morning. If that is the case, that is an absolute disgracénd we ought to deal with it.
As I understand it, all of the court cases have been adjourned The arguments put forward previously that this matter
and Mr Growden has got off scot-free. cannot be proceeded with are outweighed by public interest
The Growden matter is no longer sub judice: Mr Growderconsiderations that we should deal with these particular
has been declared unfit to plead and the legal case is over. $§sues. The impact of this collapse has been deeply felt by
| fail to see any reason why any member of this Councilhundreds of investors. | think that the Hon. Terry Cameron
would not now be prepared to support a resolution to set Uaid that there are about 2 000 investors.
an inquiry even though it m|ght well not deliver justice or The Hon. T.G. Cameron: All small and all elderly.
recompense for these 2 000 investors. | am not talking about
a bunch of retired millionaires or multimillionaires; mostof ~ The Hon. NICK XENOPHON: The Hon. Terry Cam-
these people have been hard-working, they have saved fefon says that they are all small and all elderly. We are
their retirement, they were conservative and cautious, the§ealing with vulnerable citizens in the community and they
would not invest in the stock market or other speculativeought to be assisted. Not only do | indicate my support for
investments, and they believed that, by investing their monetpis motion to set up a select committee but I urge all
in South Australia and bricks and mortar and helping young’nembers to deal with it expeditiously. It is 18 months since
pe0p|e, etc. to find new homes, they were, in their tW|||ghtthe Hon. Terry Cameron first introduced this motion, and it
years, making a contribution to the well-being of this state is high time that we deal with it. | hope that all members will
Look at what has happened to them. In my opinion, wedo so expeditiously given that, in effect, we have had notice
have all failed these people. Some $20 million has been losgf it for some 18 months.
a number of people’s lives have been destroyed, people have
committed suicide, and families have been broken up. Let me The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS secured the adjournment of
say that Mr Growden is not the only person who has beethe debate.
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HIH INSURANCE The point has been made by the government that we are
not as deeply affected as the eastern states by the HIH
Adjourned debate on motion of Hon. M. J. Elliott: collapse, and | acknowledge that, but for those who have been

That the Legislative Council urges the South Australian@ffected by the HIH collapse the effect on them can be quite
government to provide assistance to persons affected by the collappeofound, and we cannot ignore those people. The corollary
ofth(_a HIH Insurance Group_and, in particular, policyholders or thosgyf the government’s argument that there are not as many
making a claim against policyholders. people affected by the HIH collapse is, ‘Well, it will not cost

(Continued from 30 May. Page 1613.) as much to pick up the pieces to fix up the mess.’

o The Australian of 24 May published a very useful table,

~The Hon. NICK XENOPHON: lindicate my supportfor headed ‘Who's covered, who's left out in the cold’, which set
this motion. | commend the Hon. Mike Elliott for moving this out the position in all states and territories with respect to
resolution. | hope all members Support it in the context of tthscue packages’ who is funding them’ their exposure with
impact that the HIH collapse has had on a number of Soutfespect to the HIH collapse, and the issues of builders’
Australians. Last night, | chaired a meeting for HIH victims warranties, workers compensation, and professional indemni-
here at Parliament House, which was attended by 30 peoplg; with CTP Insurance, and it set out what the position was.
There were at least a dozen groups of people who had be@h South Australia, CTP Insurance is not covered by HIH,
affected by the collapse. Between them they estimated thah|ike the position in other states in terms of New South
they face losses of up to $1.3 million as a result of thewales and Victoria and, as | understand it, in Queensland as
collapse of HIH, the majority involving building contracts, well. In New South Wales, with respect to builders’ warran-
although there were other cases where household insuranggs, my clear understanding is that the commonwealth’s
policies were not paid out. package with respect to HIH does not apply to builders’

There was one person whose business folded because th@irranties because it is treated as part of a state indemnity

could not obtain new professional indemnity insurance foscheme and consequently there is no cover under the terms
their business. This was a business that would face litigatiomf the commonwealth package.

and it could not obtain fresh indemnity insurance as aresult However, in New South Wales, with the government

of the collapse of HIH. Subsequently, that business wagnere, | understand that there was an insurance protection tax
forced to close. One case that was not atypical of the many deal with this issue and that in Victoria there is a building
cases that were discussed last evening was that of Nick angdustry levy to assist the building industry. In Queensland,
Fay Shinakis who attended the meeting. Their story was thakere are other levies with respect to compulsory third party.
they sold their original home a year or so ago. In relation to South Australia, th&ustralian’stable says that,

They signed a building contract in September 2000. Théike the ACT, there is no rescue package and, in terms of HIH
Master Builders Association of South Australia arrangectonapse exposure, thstralian table, similar to the ACT,
indemnity insurance with HIH, and I will discuss that shortly. says that no figure is given. So we do not know the full extent
The builder’s price for the house was $160 000, approximateof the collapse.
ly, if the Shinakises did some of their own work, whichthey |t was pleasing that the Attorney-General indicated today
were happy to do. The Shinakises made all of the periodifh question time that there would be a number for people to
payments as required by the builder. They paid him somegontact to register their concerns with respect to the HIH
$150 000. They asked the builder if his cashflow was alkollapse, but we do not know whether that will be publicised
right, I think in the course of their general dealings with him.in any way, whether there will be some form of notification
The builder rang them in March 2001 to say that he had gongyrough, for instance, the Master Builders Association. So,
bankrupt. The builder told them that they were covered bylearly, more needs to be done; although it was pleasing that
virtue of his indemnity insurance and that they should not bghe Premier on ABC Radio this morning did indicate that he
concerned. was sympathetic to the call by the newly formed South

Two days later HIH went into provisional liquidation. To Australian HIH victims’ support group, that there ought to be
finish their half-built house they will require at least some sort of hotline so that victims would have a reference
$100 000, if Mr and Mrs Shinakis do most of the work. A point with the government to deal with this issue.
builder has quoted them $232 000 to finish the home. They There is, as a result of some documents | obtained this
now live in a small two-bedroom flat, with their four children morning, a letter of advice from Johnson, Winter and
sleeping on mattresses on a concrete floor. Those are th@fattery, barristers and solicitors, addressed to the Master
circumstances now as a result of the collapse. Mr Shinakis Builders Association. It does raise a number of serious
now working around the clock to try to make ends meet. Thextoncerns about the protection that South Australian consum-
are spending all their free time on the weekends and eveningss have under existing legislation. By way of background,
trying to finish off the house. So these people have beegection 34 of the South Australian Building Work Contractors
deeply affected by the HIH collapse. Act reads:

I should indicate that at last night's meeting it was A pyilding work contractor must not perform building work to
pleasing to see that Chris Keane, an adviser from th@nhich this Division applies unless—
Premier’s Office, was in attendance for most of the meeting, (a) a policy of insurance that complies with this Division is in
and it was acknowledged that he was there to take note of ~ force inrelation to that building work. . .
what was said. The Hon. Terry Cameron, whilst he could notin force’ are the key words in relation to that clause, as will
attend, expressed his apologies. The Hon. Mike Elliotbecome apparent shortly. Secondly, the Master Builders
attended at the meeting. The Hon. Paul Holloway attended fagkssociation of South Australia, under a master policy of
part of the meeting. So this is an issue that should go beyoridsurance, provides building indemnity insurance to its
any party politics. Itis an issue that needs to be dealt with bynembers. Until the collapse of HIH on 15 March 2001 that
this parliament, by the government, as a matter of someaster policy was, in effect, written by HIH. The MBA acted
urgency. as an agent for HIH. In other states, as | understand it from
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an article in theFinancial Review of 12 to 16 April 2001, The Attorney made the point that, in terms of a common-
headed ‘HIH fallout spells gloom for some, ruin for others’, wealth regulatory function, its primary responsibility is to the
it appears to be the case that in states such as New Soutbmmonwealth. But there is also another issue that relates to
Wales and Victoria a builder cannot continue building workthe HIH collapse with respect to building indemnity insur-
without an ongoing certificate of currency of indemnity ance, that is, whether current laws that require compulsory
insurance. In those states builders have been required by lawilding indemnity insurance ought to be strengthened and
to obtain replacement insurance. whether there is an obligation on the part of the government
This is an issue that exercised the mind of the MBA into ensure that those who have been affected by the HIH
South Australia, and it obtained advice from Johnson, Winteeollapse, where people have expected that compulsory
and Slattery. It is a lengthy advice and | provided a copy tdndemnity insurance is in place to protect them, ought to have
the Attorney early today, because | think it is important thata role.
he sees that advice in its entirety. That advice includes | have been provided with a copy of a letter from a
reference that the view of the solicitors for the MBA in Southconstituent affected by the HIH collapse, sent to him by the
Australia included the following: Attorney-General. This family was grateful for the compre-
Any contractors who are continuing to perform domestic buildingh€nsive response of the Attorney-General. It is worth
works in respect of which a policy underwritten by HIH (‘the HIH referring to that letter briefly before | conclude. The Attorney
policy’) has been issued will not be in breach of section 34(a) of thestates:
Act unless the provisional liquidator of HIH has cancelled the HIH

policy in accordance with the requirements of the Insurance While the position you find yourself in is the result of an
Contracts Act 1984 (Cth) and the contractors have not obtainednfortunate and unforeseeable sequence of events, the Building

replacement insurance. Work Contractors Act 1995 remains a strong and important
. . component of the consumer protection legislative scheme in South
The advice goes on to say: Australia. This Act was enacted following extensive consultation

Any MBA member who effected an HIH policy through the With various industry and consumer bodies for the purpose of
arrangements between the MBA and HIH prior to 15 March 2001Providing consumer protection and, as a result, maintaining high
would have, in our view, complied with the first of these obligationsStandards in the building industry. _
in accordance with the requirements of section 34(a). Our view in However, in the instance detailed in your letter, the protection
this regard is in keeping with the assumptions that the master policiéchanisms of the Act are necessarily negated because of the

complied with the requirements of section 35 of the act and?eculiar and unforeseeable chain of events extant. While it is
regulation 19 of the regulations. possible for the Commissioner for Consumer Affairs to commence

. . disciplinary action against the builder, such action would not further
It seems that, as a result of the advice of the solicitors for thgour cause, as a cancellation of the builder’s licence would render

MBA in South Australia, there is no legal obligation for the builder ineligible to perform any further work, including
members of the Master Builders Association who have takefgctification work. _ o o

out a policy of insurance with HIH to get replacement Similarly, although the Act requires building indemnity insurance

: . . be taken out by a builder, the collapse of the HIH groups means
Insurance in order that they are CO\,/erec_j In Fhe vaent that th%ﬁat there is considerable uncertainty surrounding your claim for
become insolvent. So we have a situation in this state, agatactification of faults. You will appreciate that this sequence of
it seems, based on advice from the MBA's lawyers, that therevents is of such an unusual nature as to fall beyond the contempla-
is no obligation for builders to obtain a replacement policytion of the Building Work Contractors Act 1995, or any other

- : o - : egislation. Indeed, | would suggest that it is unlikely that any
of insurance, given their interpretation of section 34(a) of th egislation could attempt to provide consumer protection for cases

Building Work Contractors Act. such as yours and others in your situation. Nonetheless, | believe
That points, | think, to a quite serious loophole in termsthat, while the current legislative scheme cannot assist in this
of the current legislation. It is something that should beParticular case, there is adequate protection in place to cover
attended to, and | am not certain for how long the governmerfPnsumers of building services overall.
has been aware of that. | believe that the MBA in SouthThat letter is really cold comfort for that family, who have
Australia has failed to take a proactive role to fully protect thesuffered significantly as a result of the collapse of HIH:
integrity of the home building industry in South Australia. It another family, not the Shinakis family. My concern is that
seems to be avoiding the issue by accepting a technical legtlis situation has arisen and there ought to be a framework in
argument by its advisers that the HIH policies are still inplace to ensure that it does not occur again. In terms of HIH
force for the purposes of the legislation, which potentiallypolicies that have been issued by the Master Builders
leaves hundreds of South Australians unnecessarily exposedssociation as their agents, it is simply untenable and
| call on the government to urgently investigate this. Ifunacceptable that there be a situation in place where these
there is indeed a loophole, based on the advice of the MBAuilders are not required to renew their insurance to seek
own lawyers, clearly that is an unsatisfactory state of affairsiectification insurance, in a sense, so that they are covered in
It points to gross deficiencies in South Australian law tothe event that that builder becomes insolvent.
protect consumers. The state government needs to rectify this Otherwise, we have a potential time bomb here of
anomaly as a matter of urgency and at least bring us in linbundreds if not thousands of South Australians who could be
with other states. potentially affected if any of these builders go through the
On this issue, | believe that the MBA has failed in its hoop. That ought to be looked at as a matter of urgency. |
obligation to its members and to the public at large who havéirge members to support the motion of the Hon. Mike Elliott
signed contracts for the purchase of homes, to do all that &nd further urge the government to do all that is reasonably
reasonable to protect them. | believe that the victim suppoiracticable to assist these individuals.
group in South Australia, however large it will be, will be | believe that the government can go much further than it
lobbying very hard for a number of measures to gauge thbas to date. It has taken some small steps in the right direction
extent of the impact of the HIH collapse in South Australia.today by announcing a helpline number, and that is welcome.
It is pleasing that the Premier has indicated that he i8ut it is important that the full extent of the HIH impact in
sympathetic to the idea of a hotline. This issue ought to gthis state be dealt with, and | urge members to support this
beyond politics. motion.
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The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS secured the adjournment of ing reports to which | will refer in due course, but we have

the debate. a precedent in the sense that the whole issue of government
advertising has been considered at a federal level and the
GOVERNMENT ADVERTISING (OBJECTIVITY, principles, in many respects, are identical to the principles
FAIRNESS AND ACCOUNTABILITY) BILL that would apply at a state level. Tony Harris, the former New

) South Wales Auditor-General and a columnist for the
~ The Hon. NICK XENOPHON  obtained leave and aystralianFinancial Review, in an article of 18 July 2000
to meet minimum standards with respect to objectivity,of taxpayer funded political advertising at a federal level, but
faimess and accountability, and to prohibit the expenditurgne general principles at stake in terms of transparency and
of taxpayers’ money on advertising which promotes partyyccountability, | consider, would apply equally at a state

political interests. Read a first time. level. Referring to the Australian Government Solicitor’s

ThaI this bill now be read 6.‘3‘900”0' time. .- AGS says governments may advertise to inform, explain and
It will be useful for members if | refer to a number of opinion eqycate the community. More contentiously, it says publicly funded
pieces in the national press in relation to the issue of goverradvertising can ‘commend’ government programs.
ment advertising generally. It does not refer to this state Butthere are limits. Campaigns should not be ‘directed primarily
government's advertising, but the principles are the same. gt - - criticising opponents of the system’ and they should relate to

- . . - laws that have been passed by parliamenEew people would
will also refer to work carried out by the National Audit g inhje against government advertising that educates, promotes

Office on this issue. On 2 June 2000 Mike Seccombe in thgompliance with the law or even advocates action. Government
Sydney Morning Herald, in an article headed ‘Unchained advertising on immunisation for children is an example of advoca-
malady’, discussed the whole issue of public funding oftory advertising made acceptable because of the preponderant

‘o ientific view it reflects.
government advertising and whether there ought to be reforrit But that is far from advertising that acclaims, praises and

of the current system. The article states: applauds government policy in order to win over wavering voters.
In just 16 days before calling the 1998 election, the Howard|, tarms of the government’s recent advertising campaign

government conducted a blitzkrieg advertising campaign the likes . . - - .
of which Australia had never seen, Wwith respect to passive smoking, a series of quite well

. roduced and graphic advertisements about children exhaling
Mr Seccombe stated that it vastly overshadowed oth eir parent’s smoke, | do not think anyone in the community

advertising campaigns that federal Labor had undertakewould quibble with that sort of advertising. It is clearly a

ig%gaselz_ciiboor: Z?(?ri]éyézﬁeHidnsté?r: dusp‘?(;?wg;ﬁ:ﬁn t,’\'f;?igenﬂﬂﬁblic health message. The government ought to be congratu-
9 lated for getting across that message. But there is an argument

before the 1996 election. The article continues: that other advertising could cross the line, and this is

The so-called Community Education and Information Progra ; ;
of 1998 was designed to sell the tax package¢he amount spent a "bomethlng that would apply equally to previous Labor

shade under $15 million. . . administrations.

Seccombe goes on to say that it is an issue that the federal The Hon. L.H. Davis interjecting:

commonwealth Auditor-General has been called in to look /'€ HOn- NICK XENOPHON: The Hon. Legh Davis

at. The article states: asks, ‘Would Con the Fruiterer qualify?’. No taxpayer’s
.It’s his job to ensmIJre government money is properly andrnoney was spent to promote Con the Fruiterer.

efficiently spent, in line with various laws and guidelines. However, The Hon. RR. Roberts mterjectl.ng: . .

itis always in the interests of those in power to keep to a minimum  The Hon. NICK XENOPHON: | do not think there is

rules and guidelines that might get in their way. A point not missedany question.
by the Auditor-General: “There would seem to be benefit in the  The ACTING PRESIDENT (Hon. J.S.L. Dawkins):

government and/or parliament pursuing such a course, particular : :
as history shows it is not uncommon for government advertising t(|)¥he honourable member would be wise to ignore the

increase in the period immediately preceding an election, hignterjections and return to his text. _
October 1998 report said. _ The Hon. NICK XENOPHON: They are such wise men,
The Auditor-General surveyed the period from July 1989 toMr Acting President. The issue relates to using government

October 1998, to find that spending on [federal] governmen - ) . L
advertising averaged about $2.5 million a month but fluctuate oney—taxpayers’ money—to promote government po'.ICIeS'
wildly. f course, a member that has an electoral allowance is free

OIP use those funds within the confines of their electoral

federal campaians. where the amounts spent increas%uowance' If they want to use it for community activity,

significantl R/IrgSer;combe stated: P rochures, or whatever, there is no issue with that because
9 y ) ) that money has been appropriated for individual members to

The audit report noted: ‘The patterns of expenditure. . . coulq(Jase as they think fit

raise questions in parliament and the general community about th Y ’ . . . )

nature and purpose of government advertising, particularly in the The article by Tony Harris in thEinancial Review of 18

lead up to elections.’ But the report said it was not within theJuly 2000 continues:

Auditor-General's ‘mandate’ to make ethical judgments about pgia e the AGS cannot see why this year's campaign is
whether advertising matter is party-political or not. ‘Itis Parliament ;o s

that needs to define and articulate what it sees as differentiating . . )

party-political and non party-political material,’. referring to the government’s campaign with respect to the

A Joint Parliamentary Committee of Public Accounts andunchain my heart’ advertisements—
Audit published an extensive report in relation to guidelineghere is a need for the bill introduced by Beazley on 26 June [last
for government advertising, and | commend that report t&/€2r]-

. . - That bill sets down principles and minimum standards for
members. | believe it was a very genuine attempt by th overnment information campaigns that prohibit party political

government, the opposition and minor parties to deal with théidvertising, much as recommended by the Auditor-General in his
issue of party political advertising. There were some dissenteport on the 1998 campaign. For example, information would need

He refers to the extent of advertising just before a number
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to be presented in an objective and fair manner and may not be parthe recommendations and discussion in the Joint Committee
political. . . The Government should at least debate the bill. If iton Public Accounts and Audit in terms of its quite extensive

eschews debate, as is likely, we shall know it is wedded to politic [NT ‘i
advertising paid for by taxpayers. aJrepor_ts on guidelines for government advertising. | commend
the bill to members.

Another article of 10 October 2000 headed ‘Beware the ads

nauseam’ states: The Hon. R.R. ROBERTSsecured the adjournment of
Tony Harris questions the propriety of all government advertisinghe debate.
campaigns.

He again refers to the October 1998 Auditor-General's DEVELOPMENT (ADULT BOOK/SEX SHOPS)

request to parliament to develop sharper guidelines on what AMENDMENT BILL

is acceptable government advertising. He again refers tothe . .
parliament's Joint Committee of Public Accounts and Audit ~djourned debate on second reading.
that tabled its response in October 2000. The article con- (Continued from 16 May. Page 1474.)

tinues: The Hon. CARMEL ZOLLO: | indicate that the

The most crucial part of the new guidelines is that ‘governmen i i ; ; ;
advertising shall not be conducted for party-political purposes.’ BybppOSItlon supports this legislation, which seeks to ban sex

itself, this is a truism. But the JCPAA expands its meaning by statingHOPS and’ adult bookshops from operating within 200 metres
government advertising material ‘should not be liable to misrepreof children’s services or schools. The honourable member did

sentation as party political’. not go into great detail in explanation of how far objections
The article by Tony Harris goes on to refer to variousWere taken at the time the shop he referred to specifically in
benchmarks and the JCPAA guidelines. He also reflects oiis remarks was open for business. However, clearly the
Petro Georgiou dissenting ‘from this part of the reportcOmmunity was notin favour of its location and the concerns

because he says itis easy to misrepresent as po|itica| aﬁathat Community should have been taken into consideration.

something that is totally non-partisan’. In addition, apparently this particular shop broke the law
The Hon. L.H. Davis interjecting: by selling illegal explicit sex videos. It is certainly not
The Hon. NICK XENOPHON: It continues: desirable to site such a business within close proximity of

[Mr Georgioul] told Parliament later that the factors used to asses%h"dren s services and schools. The bill in its original form

whether material is party-political ‘do not, in my view, provide a Would force sex shops operating near schools after 1 July
sufficiently clear and objective basis. 2002 to move and, if they refused to do so, it provides that
There is a contrary view. It is something that ought to be ouProPrietors could be fined a maximum penalty of $50 000. |
there in the context of public debate. It also refers to the issuffdicate that the opposition will not support this clause
of various guidelines and, as a result of those guidelines, tHiFCause of its retrospective nature and is pleased to see the
federal opposition leader tabled a bill that was very much irj/led @mendments, which have the effect of removing this
keeping with the spirit of the debate and the guidelines, ang@SPECt Of retrospectivity. N .
| make no apology in basing those guidelines on the Beazley | was interested to hear the minister's comments in
bill because it is clear that, to get the support of the oppositéation to the planning background as to how this adult
tion on this issue, it would be understandably more enamP00kshop was probably dealt with, namely, in the same
oured with something that came initially from one of its own, Manner as any other bookshop, if it moved Into a building
Itis pleasing to see that the Hon. Terry Cameron durind€Viously used by any other type of shop. Obviously, such
my private discussions with him in relation to this bill is lanning does ignore the social impacts of adult bookshops
supportive of the principle. | know the Hon. Terry Cameron®" & community.

will make his own contribution on this issue in the near, HOwever, | dohave sympathy for the concerns expressed
future. by the minister in that this bill does go against the spirit of the

The Hon. L.H. Davis interjecting: development act. | think the minister described it as ‘failing

The Hon. NICK XENOPHON: For goodness sake! The |t° p{.om"tﬁ tge glo"emmtem'S one s“;p S?o.p app'trﬁ?‘crt‘h'”
Hon. Terry Cameron did indicate that he was quite willing to(?ca :ng a telve‘olplméa.n tastﬁetstshmen po.t|.c|es Wi ",: the
look at this issue, and | look forward to his contribution. As 9€V€'oPMeNt pian-. findicate that In€ opposition SUpports the

a former Labor Party secretary, no doubt he will have apill, especially given the honourable member’s indicated

number of interesting things to say. This bill sets out aamendments.

number of principles and guidelines attached to the schedule.
It also makes reference to clause 3 which is ‘the courts powe:
to enforce compliance’. | know that some members are no

happy with that particular provision, relying on the courtsto  sTATUTES AMENDMENT (DUST-RELATED

The Hon. R.R. ROBERTSsecured the adjournment of
e debate.

have power to enforce compliance. There may be other CONDITIONS) BILL
mechanisms in place and | look forward to debate in relation
to that. Adjourned debate on second reading.

This bill does not seek to prevent in any way government  (Continued from 2 May. Page 1411.)
advertising with respect to government policies, but it does
seek to fetter any government, whether Labor or Liberal, The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: Isupportthe second reading
from using government funds for party political purposes. Itof this bill and look forward to the committee stage for some
is a difficult issue. The guidelines do set out a number ofurther teasing out of the issues. This bill seeks to amend two
matters that | believe would at least set a new benchmark @icts: first, the Survival of Causes of Action Act; and,
accountability. That would be a very useful thing to do in thesecondly, the Workers’ Rehabilitation and Compensation Act.
context of the continuing debate about the use of taxpayergollowing discussions so far with people interested in this
funds for government advertising, and it does flow on frombill, | am favourably disposed—that is the best way of putting
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it—to support the first matter, the amendments to thét up and get into their lungs. There have been suggestions
Survival of Causes of Action Act, but | need further persua-that it has been buried in a number of sites around Adelaide
sion in relation to the Workers’ Rehabilitation and Compen-and, | imagine, South Australia as a whole. Itis an issue that
sation Act. will be with us for a long time. | am told that, since the
Overall, the bill seeks to make available, where a persomtroduction of this bill, six people have died with cases still
has already commenced action and if death should interveneending in the courts. This issue is having a very real effect
before the court case has been finalised, the awarding oh people’s lives. | am happy to support the second reading.

damages to become part of the deceased's estate. The|j| listen carefully to the arguments put by government
argument put by the Hon. Nick Xenophon—and I find it members and others. | must say that what has been proposed
attractive—is that this particular set of diseases constitute @y the Attorney_Genera| so far sounded to me to be entire|y
special case. | will not go over all that again; the honourabl nsatisfactory. The whole notion of trying to be able to
member argued all of that during his second reading explansstablish whether or not there had been unconscionable delay
ation when mtroducmg the bill. As | understand it, in fact, will be money for jam for a few more |awye|'s as, unfortu-
amendments to the Survival of Causes of Action Act will benate|y, these sorts of cases too often become. On the descrip_
sufficient at this stage. ' _ tion I have been given, the Dust Diseases Tribunal—if | have
There is no knowledge of anyone, at this stage, seekinghe name correct—operating in New South Wales is using

compensation under the Workers’ Rehabilitation andyeople working in the compensation area, although it is
Compensation Act, first, because the 1986 act did not allowifferent legislation.

for it—in fact, it specifically precluded these sorts of actions

g}/?f?iset))lirl]lgvf; smangngei'ol nl(teh\?vﬂLSL'QS%S;%?EC";Qoallittig;uﬁ’ie processes that are available because of that legislation and
heop She tribunal in New South Wales mean that cases move a lot

ylong P ecialist courts, but | think there are enormous advantages

cause of the condition and the actual illness and subseque . : ;
death. | indicate that | would like some further time to having judges who deal with the same sorts of cases fairly

consider the imolications regularly. You do not have to have lawyers going through
np : . . with a totally new judge all the health arguments about what
We are talking about lump sum compensation, which ha

been handled under the Workers’ Rehabilitation and Com= °" /S not a risk and those sorts of things. | believe that that

ensation Act in a partioular wav. | would like some furthercourt operates under special rules in relation to those cases
P P Y. E}wabling them to be worked on expeditiously and, important-

opportunity to examine that issue, and | suggest that, at lea in a fair manner for all the people involved.
so far as we are concerned, the Democrats’ focus will be o ) . .
the Survival of Causes of Action Act. As | say, | am favour-  AS | sée it, the proposal of the Hon. Nick Xenophon is the

ably disposed to the arguments put by the Hon. NicKirst of what | think need to be a couple of chang_es in this
Xenophon. | am told that there are three new diagnoses €@ The Democrats would also be favourably disposed to
week, particularly the asbestos-related diseases. By the tinfedislation perhaps to set up a dust diseases tribunal and
itis diagnosed a person is usually quite sick and the sicknedéhatever else is needed in that regard. | support the second
can progress quite rapidly. reading.

I am told that South Australia’s rate of these diseases is
the second highest in Australia only behind Western Aust- The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS:| thank the Hon. Ron Roberts
ralia, and by world standards it is an incredibly high rate 2nd the Hon. pr Sneath for the|_r contrlb_utlons to_th_e debate
reflecting a fairly high use of asbestos. We are not just talkin%r(‘)d the Hon. Nick Xenophon for introducing the bill into the
about work-related use of asbestos: fibre cement productsouncil. I will not go into the issues raised by other members
have been used quite extensive|y in dwe"ings in Soutfbefore we deal with the matter in Qommlt'[ee, but | would I|ke
Australia and, so, not just workers but also home renovator$® add that we need to take a different look at the way in
unfortunately, have been caught out. | was told of an exampl@hich we treat diseases that have long lead times. This
of a woman who, | recall, was in her 20s when she wadncludes not only dust-related diseases or diseases associated
diagnosed with a disease. As a child she played around h#fith asbestos and similar products: there are now a number
parents when they were doing their renovations years befor@f dangerous chemicals used in industry, agriculture and

As | said, we are just not talking about work-related case§omestically that do not contain the right warnings. Members
here: we are talking about domestic cases where people wepéthe public and/or employees are not advised of the dangers
working with a substance about which warnings were noff many of the materials that they handle.
being given. | think that it can be argued even today that, In the case of agricultural chemicals, because the lead time
almost certainly, people are still working on renovatinggiven by experts is 25 or 30 years, which is similar to the lead
homes and not recognising that the rather brittle sheet thayme for asbestos, | think we will have a difficult time
are knocking out fairly easily from the walls so that they canbringing cases to court and obtaining justice for people who
put up plasterboard, or something, poses significant healttave been exposed unnecessarily to these dangerous substan-
implications. | wonder, indeed, whether or not governmentges. In most cases, their death is not pretty: it is a lingering
today are doing enough to ensure that the high incidence afeath. | suspect that, at some time, governments (at either
these diseases in the South Australian community will abateommonwealth or state level) will have to deal with these
because a very large number of homes have it in the wallgmerging problems with asbestos and other dust-related
the ceilings and the roof. diseases. We have been a long time getting to the point where

Unfortunately, probably an awful lot of it is also just some justice is being considered. There are some gaps in this
buried around the place—sort of broken up, perhaps on a sitell that still have not been considered with respect to the
where construction was happening some time before. Thignal piece of legislation that we will come up with relating
fibres are laying there, waiting for someone to kick a bit ofto dust-related diseases.

That seems to make an awful lot of sense. | am told that
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It is relatively easy to establish the case of a worker whdor some of those people who have had claims in the pipeline
has been working in industry for some time and who has beelpeing processed and that their claims make it before the
exposed to a contaminant, whether it be asbestos or a similaettlement period so that their estates can take care of the
product, but in respect of those individuals who have workegheople who are left behind.
for a number of industries as casual employees it is more Finally, it does line up to some extent with the exposure
difficult. The Hon. Bob Sneath referred to the workings of therates that people have had, being used as human guinea pigs
blue asbestos mines in Western Australia. If a worker hath the Maralinga situation. In America there have probably
been exposed to that asbestos—and there were certainly heen more people exposed to, and killed by, radiation than
ifs in relation to working within the mines because theperhaps in wartime experiences, because the Americans used
exposure rates were harmful—then it was relatively easy ttheir own people as guinea pigs in their experiments in the
establish a case once the tissue samples had been matchi®&0s and 1960s.
with the type of mesothelioma that was contracted by the The Hon. M.J. Elliott: Different from the British.
employee. The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: Not much different, actually.

Similarly, if someone worked in, for instance, a brakeSo let us hope that some justice can be carried out in relation
lining factory where asbestos was used constantly and th& those people who were unnecessarily exposed, by people
person was exposed to a particular rate without warning owho, in the same case as asbestos, already had the informa-
being required to wear protective clothing such as a mask artibn, who knew what the dangers were and who still allowed
the ventilation was not adequate, it would be relatively easpeople to be exposed to those dangers without due care and
to establish a case and, if that case was presented in coggnsideration.
within the time frames required for settlement, some justice
could be delivered. However, where there have been various The Hon. NICK XENOPHON: | thank honourable
types of exposure and the cases have been started late, thismbers for their contribution. In the time since this bill was
bill gives some hope for justice to be applied in terms of dirst introduced there have been six deaths of claimants with
payment to the deceased worker's estate. In this way, thmesothelioma before their claims were finalised. As the law
family of that deceased worker will be happier because thegurrently stands, those families will miss out on something
will feel that they are being cared for financially after theirin the order of $150 000 to $200 000 of payments for non-
loved one has died. economic loss, which in many cases will be the overwhelm-

The position in which many workers find themselves afteiing proportion of their claims. This is in many respects a
being exposed to asbestos, particularly for a long period afimple amendment. It brings the law in South Australia into
time, is probably similar to my own history. | was an line with the laws of New South Wales and Victoria, the
apprentice in a paper mill. As a 16-year-old | was exposed t&nited kingdom, and most states of the United States. What
blue asbestos which was packed into steam valves under higfteir law allows for is that, once a claim commences, it will
pressure using an oil or a liniment. No-one told me to put orallow that claim to proceed with respect to non-economic
amask. As | was exposed unnecessarily to that, | have sontess, notwithstanding the death of the claimant. It may affect
concerns. Fortunately, | was not a smoker, but | workecsome 10 claimants a year. For those 10 families a year it
alongside smokers who would have been exposed to theuld mean the difference between receiving a pittance or a
extreme danger of picking up an asbestos-related diseasefair level of compensation. The impact of similar legislation

| have mentioned in the context of another debate timbein Victoria, passed at the beginning of last year, and New
framed asbestos houses. | now know that those houses weseuth Wales, passed some three years ago, is that in overall
built with asbestos underneath where tradespeople workddrms it is inconsequential.
with the asbestos sheets. The asbestos was left to settle in theThis bill puts into context the unique case that victims of
dirt and the dust, and | remember as a child crawling throughsbestos related exposures face. In South Australia there is
that. | would have to work out the lead times, but | think | amone case of mesothelioma diagnosed each week and there are
past the worst. At sea, between the engine room and tha least two other cases of asbestos related lung cancers.
boilers of ships, there were ventilators made of blue asbest@outh Australia has the second highest rate of asbestos related
that you had to crawl through to carry out maintenance. Thergisease in the world, after Western Australia, on a per capita
were no warnings of the dangers of exposure. There wenrasis. Mesothelioma is a terrible disease. This bill allows
warnings in relation to the soot which you might swallow andthose victims of mesothelioma to at least obtain some dignity
which you had to avoid, but you would crawl out covered inand justice in the context of their non-economic loss claims
asbestos and soot. surviving their death.

If | were to make a claim based on asbestos exposure, it The Attorney has proposed an alternative. We have yet to
would be difficult for me to pinpoint exactly where | was see the terms of that, but | understand that it would allow for
when the exposure caused the problem. Many workers hawxemplary damages to be paid in certain circumstances. But
this problem if they are itinerant, part-time or casual. It ismy understanding, on the basis of what the Attorney has put
then the last employer with whom they worked in respect obn the record, is that it would mean that the grieving widow
whom the claim is formed. | think there must be someand children would have to go to a court to fight for damages,
sympathy for workers who are exposed to asbestos and othand to do this they will need to prove that there was an
contaminants that have a long lead time and can causeuaconscionable, unreasonable delay. Again, | look forward
lingering death. Some consideration must be given byo seeing the Attorney’s drafting of that bill. But the onus, as
governments regarding the health authority’s ability tol understand it, would be on the victim’s family, and there is
provide treatment and palliative care and to make somao indication as to the extent of the award to date in terms of
provision for the widows and families of those people whothat bill. But, again, once the bill is tabled it will be interest-
have been exposed. ing to see what that means.

This legislation will go part way towards that. The  Butmy concern is that it would mean more litigation, that
opposition supports the bill. We hope that it makes it easieit would, in many respects, increase the suffering for the
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families who have lost a loved one through an asbestogurposes of research in a secure environment could be
related disease. It is also worth mentioning that we have granted by the minister.
situation now where there are victims of asbestos related This bill cannot be considered in isolation: it must be
disease where women who washed the clothes of thefonsidered in the context of the national scheme for the
husbands who worked in a factory or who worked in aregulation of gene technology that will come into operation
workplace where they were exposed to asbestos hawsh 21 June 2001. Consequently, | will provide some back-
contracted mesothelioma and asbestos related cancers, simghgund about the scheme, to put this bill in context. All
as a result of washing those clothes, of inhaling the dust fromystralian governments have worked closely to set up a
those C|Oth§$. In a sense it indicates just how insidious thigational regulatory scheme for gene technology to safeguard
substance is. human and environmental safety without stultifying research
Cases involving asbestos are unique and thatis why thefgto and the safe use of genetically modified organisms
are good public policy grounds to treat asbestos relateGMOs).
diseases differently. Innocent victims have been exposed to The national scheme will include the commonwealth Gene
a product that manufacturers, employers and governmenigchnology Act 2000; commonwealth regulations; nationally
knew, or ought to have known, was dangerous, over manyonsistent complementary state and territory legislation; a
years. They were not warned appropriately and it has onlgene Technology Intergovernmental Agreement; and a
been in relatively recent times that those warnings have begfyncil of ministers on which each Australian jurisdiction
in place. A person diagnosed with mesothelioma can expegi| pe represented. The commonwealth act establishes a
alife expectancy of six to 12 months, that their condition camational Gene Technology Regulator. The Regulator will be
deteriorate quite rapidly and that they can be dead within daygsponsible for making all decisions regarding applications
once their condition deteriorates to that extent. _ for licences to undertake dealings with GMOs such as
The average latency period with respect to mesotheliomgontained research with GM plants and deliberate release of
is 37 years. The tiniest amount of exposure can causgm plants into the environment.
mesothelioma. These victims are put to formal proofin court  tpa gecisions made by the Regulator will be based on

on things that happene(é40 ?]/earslagot,) afnd Oﬁﬁn ilt Is a ragg 5rous scientific assessment of risks to human and environ-
against time. In New South Wales before the law wasnonig| safety and must also be consistent with policy

changed there were many deathbed hearings in order to dgdi,ciples issued by a council of ministers concerning social,

with this. S cultural, ethical and other non-scientific matters. As the
The Hon. K.T. Griffin interjecting: honourable member noted in his second reading explanation

~ The Hon. NICK XENOPHON: The Attorney says that on this matter on 4 April this year, the commonwealth Gene

it will not stop deathbed hearings, but the imperative for arechnology Act 2000 provides for the ministerial council to

deathbed hearing in terms of dealing with the issue of nongstaplish a policy principle that obliges the Regulator to

economic loss will be obviated. There is a unique predicarecognise areas designated under state law to preserve the

ment and a unique tragedy of victims of asbestos relategientity of either GM or non-GM crops for marketing
disease. This is a unique class of claimants. The uniqugurposes only.

predicament was recognised by the New South Wales Liberal

govemnment in 1989 when it established a dust diseased} This bill does not limit its powers to declare prohibited
tribunal. | urge honourable members to support this bill. | eas to be only for marketing purposes, and proposes to put

. in place legislation to declare prohibited areas prior to the
. | h - £ with £ 0 th?ﬂinisterial council determining a policy principle. Any bill
équivocal support, have given support with reSpect to assed by this parliament should be consistent with the

second reading passing, and.they will Ob.ViOUSIV hear th ommonwealth Gene Technology Bill 2000, otherwise the
arguments of the government in the committee stage. But%li '

this st | h bl bers t ¢ this bill ill and decisions made under it would be liable to legal
IS stage | urge honourable members 1o support this b hallenge and a declaration of invalidity. In this context, the
the second reading stage.

. - government has been advised that the declaration of a
Bill read a second time. prohibited area under the bill would be inconsistent with the
Gene Technology Regulator licensing an activity that is to be
undertaken in that area under the commonwealth Gene
Technology Act 2000. The bill could therefore be rendered
inoperative by virtue of section 109 of the Constitution.

[Sitting suspended from 6.02 to 7.45 p.m.]

GENETICALLY MODIFIED MATERIAL

(TEMPORARY PROHIBITION) BILL In addition to this constitutional difficulty there are a

number of deficiencies in the bill itself, and | will elaborate

Adjourned debate on second reading. on the more significant of them. First, with regard to the
(Continued from 4 April. Page 1244.) establishment of prohibited areas, there are no criteria

provided for selecting an area to be a prohibited area; no

The Hon. J.S.L. DAWKINS: lindicate the government's process for community consultation regarding establishing
opposition to the bill introduced by the Hon. lan Gilfillan. an area to be a prohibited area; and no consideration of how
The purpose of this bill is to allow the minister or a local Prohibited areas would be implemented, particularly what
council to declare a prohibited area. It would make it anwould be necessary to enable their effective establishment
offence to bring or send genetically modified (GM) plantand operation.
propagating material such as seeds, bulbs, cuttings—anything Also, there is no consideration of how the interests of all
from which GM plants could be grown—into such a prohibit- parties within a prohibited area (such as growers, bulk
ed area or to be in possession of GM plant propagatingandlers and community interests) can be democratically
material in a prohibited area. A licence authorising possessicaddressed. Other issues not addressed include: if a prohibited
of GM plant propagating material in a prohibited area for thearea was declared, should those who want to grow GM plants
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in the area but are prevented from doing so be compensatée exempted from licensing under the National Gene
and, if so, how and by whom? Technology Regulatory Scheme. It does not require, as part

Secondly, the bill is silent regarding monitoring and of the licensing process, the assessment of risks to human and
enforcement of prohibited areas. It does not establish @nvironmental safety and assessment of the means of
mechanism or powers for monitoring and enforcement offanaging identified risks to protect human and environment-
prohibited areas, such as rights and powers of search & safety; and it does not establish the basis upon which the
seizure, it does not establish who would be responsible fgPinister would make a decision regarding whether or not to
monitoring and enforcement and does not consider whisSue a licence.

would meet the costs of monitoring and enforcement. Thirdly, hTrr]meGii/lsue of the capgcity }9 cregt_e designated age.aS in
the bill establishes a blanket prohibition on all GM plants"’ Ic crops cannot be cultivated is Important, and it is

within an area. It gives no discretionary powers as to thgurrently receiving careful consideration by this government
range of GM pl.ants that are to be excluded. and also the governments of other jurisdictions such as

Of the four GM plants approved for commercial release\Actoria and Tasmania. The commonwealth act allows some
. . >“scope for the recognition of areas designated under a state act
in Australia to date, only two are approved for release in,hare GM crops may not be grown, provided that the
. ; . - Purpose of the restriction is to preserve the identity of GM
and a GM carnation with a trait for long vase Ilfe._FIower crops or non-GM crops for marketing purposes. However, the
growers in this state would be prevented from growing thesgfectiveness and validity of any such legislation is dependent
GM carnations in a prohibited zone, even t_hoggh ther.e he\§pon, first, there being a policy principle issued by the
been no suggestion that they pose any significant risk tginisterial council under the Gene Technology Act. The
human or environmental safety since approval was granteginisterial council has not yet met. At this time it cannot be
for their release in 1995. known what decision may be made by the ministerial council.

Fourthly, with a minister and any of 67 local governmentFurther, it is thought to be very doubtful whether any policy
areas capable of declaring a prohibited area, there wilprinciples would allow for a licensing system that is addition-
inevitably be considerable potential for inconsistency in theal to the national licensing system as is proposed by this bill.
application of the bill. In addition, issues regarding the It may be possible for this state to legislate validly for
boundaries of prohibited areas or buffer zones aroundestrictions on the growing of GM crops in some areas in the
prohibited areas are not addressed, such as: on what bafisure. Due to the probable constitutional invalidity of this
would the boundaries of prohibited areas be set? Are buffesill, and the substantial deficiencies which | have identified,
zones necessary around prohibited areas and, if so, whidie government does not support this bill.

principle should be used in setting the size of buffer zones? .
Producers with land inside buffer zones surrounding The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS secured the adjournment of

prohibited area would have their business restricted an e debate.
would not be able to share in possible marketing benefits GOVERNMENT FUNDED NATIONAL
received by growers inside the area. Should they be compen- BROADCASTING

sated; and, if so, how and by whom?
Other significant deficiencies in the bill are: the objective  Adjourned debate on motion of Hon. N. Xenophon.

is not clear and there has been no analysis of the restrictions, | That a select committee be established to inquire into
costs and benefits; and the bill would prohibit transport of and make recommendations on the role and adequacy
GM propagating material through a prohibited area. Another of government funded national broadcasting and to
sig_nificant problem is_that the bill provides f_or the mi_nis_ter iﬁirtrr]gri:;h:éc?\%?ﬁ;2&2?:%?11br:%arﬁt§/?§r%sir?ggr]t?cﬁl(yth
to licence research with GM plant propagating material in a to examine—

secure, contained environment. This could result in duplica- (a) The current and long-term distribution of govern-
tion of licensing by the Gene Technology Regulator under the ment funded national broadcasting resources and

the effect of this distribution on South Australia;

Natlo_nal Gene Technology Regulatory Scheme_, or_the need (b) The effects on industry, including broadcasting,
fora licence to undertake contained research which is exempt film and video production and multimedia;
from licensing under the National Gene Technology Regula- (c) The effects on the arts and cultural life in South
tory Scheme. Australia, including whether government-funded

| will speak about this issue in more detail. The National Rité(t)rr;%proadcasters adequately service South
Gene Technology Regulatory Scheme exempts some (d) Whether government-funded national broadcasters
contained research with GM plants from the requirement for - adequately service South Australia in respect of
licensing because it has been assessed over 25 years experi- South Australian current affairs coverage;
ence as presenting no significant risks to human or environ- (€) ;Z%IF]{L?]%VS&“T&?OQF g;’g;'gg’;estgrosm Jovern
mental safety. Under the National Gene Technplogy R_egu_la- programming decisions are made and whether the
tory Scheme, the Gene Technology Regulator, in considering programming which is delivered is geographically
an application for a licence for contained research within a balanced.
GM plant, must assess the risks posed to human and environ- II. Tf;}at, StandlnngLdef 389 be susphendeddasl_éo enable the
mental safety and assess the means of managing risks posed gn@'rperson ofthe Committee to have a deliberative vote
so as to protect human and environmental safety. Only ifthe ;. That this Council permits the select committee to author-
regulator is satisfied that risks can be managed to protect ise the disclosure or publication, as it thinks fit, of any
human and environmental safety will a licence be issued. f[evudenhce q(rjdocurge_nts Dresetntdegjl t?htheccomry?lttee prior

H H H H 0 such eviaence peing reported to the Council.

. Indcont(;ast, tr?e llicensllngé)_rlglclzessdestabllshed by tt;e bill IV.  That standing order 396 be suspended to enable strangers
Introduced by the Hon. lan Gilfillan does not exempt from to be admitted when the select committee is examining
licensing contained research with GM plants which has.been witnesses unless the committee otherwise resolves, but
assessed over many years' experience as presenting no they shall be excluded when the committee is deliberat-

significant risks to human and environmental safety. That will ing.
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(Continued from 3 May. Page 1435.) culturally distinct communities to explore and share experi-
ences of being Australian’. Of course, | question whether or
The Hon. SANDRA KANCK: The Democrats support not the ABC is fulfilling either of those at the present time.
the idea of having a motion moved by this chamber rather My amendment further seeks information about the
than a select committee, as originally moved by the Hon. Mgjistribution of funds, which may or may not prove what we
Xenophon, but the wording we are suggesting is a littley|| suspect: that the decision-making priorities of the head
different from those words moved by the Hon. Dianahonchos at the ABC do not go past Parramatta. For my part,
Laidlaw. At this point, | move: | find that | am watching less and less of ABC television,
Leave out all words after the word ‘That' in line 1 and insert: although, | must say, | am grateful for the new Friday night
this Council voices its utmost concern at the totally inadequat¢jme for Stateline, That program by itself has probably
ﬂ%ﬁ?;i%no?f resources by the ABC to the production in Southy, e a6 50 fold the amount of local current affairs content
(a) current affairs programs, especia”y in regard to |t500mpared to What we ha.d When we had to I‘e|y entll‘e|y on the
associated impact on rural communities; and 7.30 Report. | had certainly reached the point with tA&0
(b) broadcasting, film, video production and new media andReport where, if a South Australian story was aired, | would

the effect this lack of production has upon the arts an ; g i
cultural fife in South Australia. deall out to my husband in amazement to come and view it.

Il. That this Council seeks from the minister— The Hon. L.H. Davis: What did he say?
(a) adetailed breakdown of ABC budget expenditure ineach  The Hon. SANDRA KANCK: He was equally amazed.
ﬁgﬁree?”d territory, both in gross terms and as a per capitgyhen travelling in rural South Australia, | have noted that
(b) information as to how programming decisions are madéABC rad(;o m(;]reasmgl);] rel'les on networked pro%r(?ll?ns
and whether the programming delivered is geographicallycompared to what | was hearing seven years ago. As brilliant
balanced; and o _ as it is, Radio National does not provide the local current
(c) 23”2:1?'2%2%2”&?”t?hgﬂ\i'éﬁth% f":;]néshe;tiBencﬁnﬁ(laensmt;‘%ffairs that, as state politicians, we need. | am turning more
e AR o L reien 1 Tor oty ard commerol e seons o
.3.3 of the s editorial policies. ! ) . .
That this motion be forwarded for the attention of the common-delivered in the metropolitan area, | can only begin to
wealth Minister for Communications, Information Technology imagine how people in the regions—who may not have those
and the Arts and for information of the Prime Minister and all giternatives of other commercial or community radio stations
South Australian members of the commonwealth parliament. to turn to—must be feeling
The question that arises is: why are we not supporting a select 1hse of us who have a soft spot for the ABC have been
committee? First, this is a federal issue as far as the matter Watching with ever-growing concern the slow demise of that
funding and the issue of appointments are concerneQnity over a number of years. Labor and government began
Secondly, a committee is problematical. | know that at thne slow haemorrhage by reducing funding, while the liberals
present time the three committees of which | am a membep, government have worsened this with some highly political
are having difficulty getting a quorum. appointments to the ABC board and management. There is

The Hon. T.G. Roberts intajeqi ng. _ a widely-held view that Jonathan Shier was appointed to the
The Hon. SANDRA KANCK: Or even getting agreed ,sition of Managing Director largely to run down the ABC
meeting dates on some occasions. | think as we get closer {giher. Certainly, he has had no experience in public

an election it will become even more difficult. The reality is p5adcasting that would assist him to handle the job with any
that this committee might not even meet, if it was formedggnse of delicacy.

and, even if it was, it would be unlikely to ever complete, let
alone table, a report before the election. It is better to have
motion that clearly states our position; and it is better to havg‘D

It seems to me that some members of the current federal
vernment have a real hatred of the ABC. The front page of
e newsletter of the Friends of the ABC (the summer 2000-

$$1 quarterly newsletter, volume 2 number 4) displays a very

as members will See from the wording of my amendment, t‘?nteresting article that seems to reflect the sort of concern |
seek some information from the federal government. have just expressed. The article states:

In preparing this motion, | had input from Mr Darce

; ; ; ; Senator Richard Alston is arriving for a breakfast speaking
Cassidy who is local President of Friends of the ABC, 0fengagementin Melbourne. A small group of Friends [Friends of the

which |'am also a member. The difference between th@gCywith placards waits to meet him. When he steps from his car,
wording of my motion and the wording of the Hon. Diana FABC’s campaign manager, Glenys Stradijot, politely greets the

Laidlaw’s motion is that mine is a little tougher. Her motion minister with the words: “We're here to ask you to stop destroying
refers to ‘concern’ whereas mine refers to ‘utmost concern’the country’s national broadcaster.

Whereas in some ways | thought the minister's motion beg&qually politely and calmly, Senator Alston replies:

the question, mine SayS, Stra|ght Out, What |t |S that |S ‘We haven't even started yet We've got a |ong way to go_’
happening. Rather than querying the adequacy of the serviGenator Alston’s comments were made on 23 November outside a
that the ABC now gives, my motion is up-front about this andHiggins 200 Club function at the Royal South Yarra Lawn Tennis

; : . lub in Toorak. Senator Alston had been invited to give a breakfast
states very clearly our view that the service is Indeecf’:\lkon the topic ‘Australia in the New Global Economy’. Friends of

inadequate. the ABC were present to remind Senator Alston of their concern for
My amendment refers to the ABC charter. The ABCthe ABC. Several people were close enough to hear Senator Alston’s

charter requires the ABC to provide ‘broadcasting programwords and are prepared to sign affidavits to attest to the accuracy of
that contribute to a sense of national identity and inform andhis report. Just for once he was—

entertain, and reflect the cultural diversity of the Australian  The Hon. L.H. Davis interjecting:

community’. It also refers to section 2.3.3 of the ABC's The Hon. SANDRA KANCK: As the Hon. Legh Davis
editorial policies which states that it is the ABC's function to has interjected, the article states:

‘provide programs that reflect the cultural and regional  jyst for once, he was not joking. Despite our suspicions that the
diversity of Australian society and allow geographically andpresent upheaval of the ABC has been directed by Senator Alston,
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with government approval, those who heard the minister were chilled Applications may be refused where certain requirements not
by the effrontery of his comment and alarmed at the significance ofomplied with
his remarks. Itis not uncommon for an applicant for a licence or registration

. : 0 fail to provide all necessary information required to assess their
I have spelt out my reasons for preferring emotion over pplicatign after it has beerrlylodged. It is ngt practical for these
select committee. | hope that | can gain support for a quickapplications to be kept open for unlimited periods of time. Informa-
sharp message expressing to the federal government our réiah provided at the beginning of the process, such as financial data
concerns about what is happening to our national broadcastéf.a police record check, may be stale by the time the applicant elects

f ; ; : complete the process by providing the final item of information.
Itis an election year and a strong message is what is realg;)he occupational licensing Acts are silent on how such applications

needed now. are to be treated. The Bill allows the Commissioner to suspend the
determination of an application where required information is not
The Hon. R.R. ROBERTSsecured the adjournment of provided within 28 days of receiving a notice from the Commission-
the debate. er to that effect. If the notice is not complied with, the Bill empowers
the Commissioner to refuse the application. In this instance, the
application fee is not required to be refunded.
STATUTES AMENDMENT (CONSUMER AFFAIRS) In addition, if an applicant has previously failed to pay any fee
BILL or penalty payable under the Act, the Commissioner may require the
applicant to pay such outstanding amounts prior to granting a licence
The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN (Attorney-General) obtained ~Of régistration. Lo . , _
leave and introduced a bill for an act to amend the Building "5 provisions wil be introduced into the following Acts:
eBuilding Work Contractors Act 1995
Work Contractors Act 1995, the Conveyancers Act 1994, the . the Conveyancers Act 1994
Land Agents Act 1994, the Plumbers, Gas Fitters and - theland Agents Act 1994
Electricians Act 1995, the Second-Hand Vehicle Dealers Act - thePlumbers, Gas Fitters and Electricians Act 1995

1995, the Security and Investigation Agents Act 1995 and the - theSecond-hand Vehicle Dealers Act 1995

} : - the Security and Investigation Agents Act 1995
Travel Agents Act 1986. Rf.ead a f|rs.t time. . theTravel Agents Act 1986.
The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: | move: Information may be required for determining applications for
That this bill be now read a second time. registration

| seek leave to have the second reading explanation insertd@l€_various occupational licensing Acts currently require an
applicant for alicence to provide the Commissioner with any

in Hansard without my reading it. information required by the Commissioner for the purposes of
Leave granted. determining the application. However, current procedures for
A comprehensive review of all legislation administered b theapplylng forregistrations do not contain this requirement. Regis-

Office of C%nsumerand Business Affagirs (OCBA) a number ofzearirat'on is required for building work supervisors, plumbing, gas

ago resulted in significant changes to occupational licensing and t ing and electrical workers, land agents and conveyancers. The Bill

passage of new legislation for the licensing of builders, plumbers igns the provisions for applications for registration with those

electricians, gas fitters, conveyancers, security and investigati ready in place with respect to licence applications to ensure that

- : 4 perly informed determinations can be made.
agents, travel agents and second-hand vehicle dealers. Following t This provision will be incorporated into the following Acts:

review, a number of negative licensing systems were introduced and | the Building Work Contractors Act 1995

licensing was replaced by registration for some occupations. The ; o
Commissioner for Consumer Affairs became the licensing authority thePlumbers, GasFitters and Electricians Act 1995

in place of the Commercial Tribunal. - theLand Agents Act 1994
A further review of the occupational licensing system occurred the Conveyancers Act 1994.

in 1998 with a view to— it dt Explandattiﬁn of claust_es | licensing Acts. i
- improving the timeliness of licensing processes IS proposed 10 amend the occupational licensing ACts, in a

. ; . . h - - substantially consistent manner.
improving the quality of issued licences in terms of quality and . . "
appearance The proposed amendments provide that licences for building

: . . . . work contractors, plumbers, gas fitters, electricians and security and

reducing paperwork associated with the licensing process fof, estigation agents will include a photograph of the licensee.

app“caﬂts. and OCBA. , . Likewise, certificates of registration for building work supervisors
The majority of the review's recommendations have been, or argnq plumbing, gas fitting and electrical workers will include a

currently being, implemented administratively. High security licenceppotograph of the holder of the registration. (It is not proposed that

cards incorporating digital photographic images have already be&dhnyeyancers, land agents, second-hand vehicle dealers or travel

introduced on a voluntary basis, with great success. Some of theyents will be required to be photographed for licensing/registration

review's recommendations require legislative amendment to ensu rposes.)

the achievement of the streamlining proposals. Other proposed amendments relate to new requirements for
Photographs of licensees/holders of registration applicants for licences or registration under the various Acts to

At present, there is no legislative requirement for a person to havgrovide the Commissioner with identification evidence and other

their photographic image captured for inclusion in an occupationaépecified information and to pay to the Commissioner any out-

licence card. If a person does not have their image captured aftgtanding amounts owed under the relevant Act.

several requests, their licence is renewed but no card is issued. PART 1: PRELIMINARY

Arrangements are already in place for the capture of digital images Clause 1: Short title

at 18 locations throughout the State as well as a process to meet the cjause 2: Commencement

needs of licensees in remote areas. There has been positive feedbaglese clauses are formal.

from licensees about these facilities. Clause 3: Interpretation

The Bill requires existing licensees and persons holding regisa reference in the Bill to the principal Act is a reference to the Act
tration, and new applicants for licences or registration, to have thefeferred to in the heading to the Part in which the reference occurs.

images captured and to produce suitable identification evidence, paRT 2: AMENDMENT OF BUILDING WORK CONTRAC-
similar to that currently in force in relation to driving and firearms ~ TORS ACT 1995

licences. This will ensure that OCBA can issue secure licence cards ¢jause 4: Amendment of s. 8—Application for licence
to all relevant licensees so that consumers can confidently chegk s proposed that an applicant for a licence must provide the
whether a person holds an appropriate licence. The photograph witommissioner with such evidence as the Commissioner thinks
be required to be renewed at least once in each 10 year period. appropriate as to the identity, age and address of the applicant and
The Bill introduces this requirement into the following Acts:  any other information required by the Commissioner for the purposes
theBuilding Work Contractors Act 1995 of determining the application.
the Plumbers, Gas Fitters and Electricians Act 1995 New subsection (3) provides that a licence granted to a natural
the Security and Investigation Agents Act 1995. person will include a photograph of the holder of the licence.
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Consequently, an applicant for a licence who is a natural person may Clause 17: Amendment of s. 18—Duration of registration and

be required by the Commissioner to attend at a specified place fqeriodic fee and return, etc.

the purpose of having the applicant’s photograph taken or to supplyhe amendments proposed by clauses 12 to 17 to the principal Act

the Commissioner with one or more photographs of the applicantmirror the amendments proposed, respectively, by clauses 4 to 9 to
New subsection (4) provides that if an applicant for a licence hashe Building Work Contractors Act 1995.

previously failed to pay a fee or penalty that became payable under PART 6: AMENDMENT OF SECOND-HAND VEHICLE DEAL-

the principal Act (for example, previous licence fees or fees for ERSACT 1995

registration or a default penalty), the Commissioner may require the Clause 18: Amendment of s. 3—I nterpretation

applicant to pay the whole or a specified part of the fee or penaltyit is proposed to amend the definitions of credit contract and credit
New subsection (5) provides that the Commissioner may, byrovider to remove references to t@ensumer Credit Act 1972,

notice in writing, require an applicant for a licence, within a time which has been repealed, and to replace them with references to the

fixed by the notice (which may not be less than 28 days after servic€onsumer Credit (South Australia) Code.

of the notice), to comply with any requirement under section 8tothe  Clause 19: Amendment of s. 7—Dealersto be licensed

Commissioner’s satisfaction. This amendment is consequential on the amendments proposed by
New subsection (6) provides that if the applicant fails to complyclause 18.

with the notice under new subsection (5), the Commissioner may, Clause 20: Amendment of s. 8—Application for licence

without further notice, refuse the application but keep the applicationt is not proposed to make it a requirement that a second-hand

fee. ) vehicle dealer's licence bear a photograph of the dealer. The

Clause 5: Insertion of s. 10A ] amendments proposed by this clause to the principal Act mirror the
10A. Power of Commissioner to require photograph and  amendments proposed by clause 10 toQbeveyancers Act 1994,

information with the addition that an applicant may have to make good any

New section 10A gives the Commissioner the power, byarrears in relation to contributions to the Second-hand Vehicles
notice in writing, to require a current licensee to have a photo-Compensation Fund (in addition to any arrears for fees or penalties
graph taken or to supply a photograph for the purpose ofhat became payable under the principal Act) before an application
including the photograph in the licence and to provide thefor a licence is determined.

Commissioner with appropriate identification evidence. Clause 21: Amendment of s. 9—Entitlement to be licensed
Clause 6: Amendment of s. 11—Duration of licence and periodic ~ This is an amendment proposed to section 9 of the principal Act that
fee and return, etc. is not being proposed in relation to the other occupational licensing

Section 11 of the principal Act provides that a licensee must pay Acts in this measure. Section 9 of the principal Act deals with the
periodic fee to, and lodge a periodic return with, the Commissionergntitiement to be licensed as a second-hand vehicle dealer under the
in accordance with the regulations. The section also provides that th&ct. Currently a person is not entitled to be licensed as a dealer if he
Commissioner may require a licensee who defaults on a payment or she has been convicted of an offence of dishonesty. A body
lodgment to make good the default and to pay a default penalty. Theorporate is not entitled to be licensed as a dealer if any director of
proposed amendment will also make it a ground for default if athe body corporate has been convicted of an offence of dishonesty.
licensee fails to comply with a notice under new section 10A. This amendment, in each case, changes the restriction from not

Clause 7: Amendment of s. 15—Application for registration having been convicted of an offence of dishonesty to one of not
Clause8: Insertion of s. 17A—Power of Commissioner torequire  having been convicted of an indictable offence of dishonesty or,
photograph and information during the 10 years preceding the application for a licence, of a sum-
Clause 9: Amendment of s. 18—Duration of registration and mary offence of dishonesty.
periodic fee and return, etc. PART 7: AMENDMENT OF SECURITY AND INVESTIGATION

The amendments proposed in clauses 7, 8 and 9 mirror, respectively, AGENTSACT 1995 o _
the amendments proposed in clauses 4, 5 and 6, except that they Clause 22: Amendment of s. 8—Application for licence
relate to building work supervisors instead of to building work  Clause 23: Insertion of s. 11A—Power of Commissioner to

contractors. require photograph and information
PART 3: AMENDMENT OF CONVEYANCERSACT 1994 Clause 24: Amendment of s. 12—Duration of licence and annual
Clause 10: Amendment of s. 6—Application for registration fee and return, etc.

New subsection (2) provides that an applicant for registration musthe amendments proposed to the principal Act by clauses 22, 23 and
provide the Commissioner with such evidence as the Commission@4 mirror, respectively, the amendments proposed by clauses 4, 5
thinks appropriate as to the identity, age and address of the applicaand 6 to theBuilding Work Contractors Act 1995.
and any other information required by the Commissioner for the PART 8: AMENDMENT OF TRAVEL AGENTSACT 1986
purposes of determining the application. Clause 25: Amendment of s. 8—Application for licence

New subsection (3) provides that if an applicant for registrationThe amendments proposed by clause 25 to the principal Act mirror
has previously failed to pay a fee or penalty that became payabkhe amendments proposed by clause 20 t&teend-hand \ehicle
under the principal Act, the Commissioner may require the applicanDealers Act 1995.
to pay the whole or a specified part of the fee or penalty.

New subsection (4) provides that the Commissioner may, by The Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES secured the adjourn-
notice in writing, require an applicant for registration, within a time ent of the debate
fixed by the notice (which may not be less than 28 days after servicd! : . .
of the notice), to comply with any requirement under section 6tothe 1 e Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: Mr President, | draw your
Commissioner’s satisfaction. attention to the state of the Council.

New subsection (5) provides that if the applicant fails to comply A quorum having been formed:
with the notice under new subsection (4), the Commissioner may,

without further notice, refuse the application but keep the application
fee. CLASSIFICATION (PUBLICATIONS, FILMS AND

PART 4: AMENDMENT OF LAND AGENTSACT 1994 COMPUTER GAMES) (MISCELLANEOUS)
Clause 11: Amendment of s. 7—Application for registration AMENDMENT BILL
The amendments proposed by clause 11 to the principal Act mirror
the amendments proposed by clause 10 toGbeveyancers Act Adjourned debate on second reading.
1994. ;
PART 5: AMENDMENT OF PLUMBERS, GASFITTERSAND (Continued from 5 June. Page 1693.)
ELECTRICIANSACT 1995
Clause 12: Amendment of s. 8—Application for licence The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN (Attorney-General): When
Clause 13; Insertion of s. 10A—Power of Commissioner tore- | spoke on this bill last night, | sought leave to conclude my
quire photograph and information remarks in order to enable the appropriate documentation to

eri%'dai“é’feelﬁ; dﬁgﬁ]r?”efgt of s. 11—Duration of licence and  pe prepared to split the bill so that, ultimately, we can refer
P Clause 15: Amendment of s. 15—A yplication for registration that part of the bill that relates to internet pornography to a
Clause 16: Insertion of s. 17A—Power of Commissioner tore-  Select committee. That documentation has now been prepared

quire photograph and information and, all going well, we will proceed with the splitting of the
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bill and dispensing with the legislation, one part to the House The Hon. Carolyn Pickles: Will there be a review?
of Assembly having passed all stages and the other to a select The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: No, there is no review this

committee. year in relation to publications. Either there has been one or
Bill read a second time. there will be one next year, | cannot remember which. | will
In committee. take that question on notice and make sure that | get an
The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: | move: answer in relation to that. The process follows in the same
That standing orders be so far suspended to enable me to moWéay for each set of guidelines.

an instruction without notice. The current theme has been operating since 1995. One of
Motion carried. the good things is that South Australia contributes to a
The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: | move: community liaison officer project which has community

That it be an instruction to the committee of the whole Councill'a'son officers visiting shop§, publishers and distributors to
on the bill that it have power to divide the bill into two bills: one bill €Xplain the law to them. | think that a lot of people who are
comprising clauses 1 to 11 and 13 to 20 and the schedule, and tirethe business are probably ignorant of the way in which the
other comprising clause 12; and that it be an instruction to thgyhole scheme operates. So, the community liaison officers
committee of the whole Council on the No. 2 bill that it have POWerhave been particularly valuable in the way in which they have
to insert the words of enactment. -

) ) been able to get around to outlets right across—

Motion carried. The Hon. Carolyn Pickles interjecting:

The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: | move: The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: Well, they are based in

That, according to instruction, the bill be divided into two bills, Sydney but we fund one of the officers for a certain number

the first to be referred to as the Classification (Publications, Film ; p P
and Computer Games) (Miscellaneous) Amendment Bill No. 1 téi)f weeks per year. That is not all in the one slab of time: it is

include clauses 1 to 11 and 13 to 20 and the schedule, and the secaifif€@d over the full year. I will have to find the information
bill to be referred to as the Classification (Publications, Films andn relation to the review process in terms of publications and
Computer Games) (Miscellaneous) Amendment Bill No. 2 tol will provide the honourable member with an answer.

comprise clause 12. The Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES: |am reassured by the
Motion carried. Attorney’s comments and | would like to place on the record
Clause 1. that | think it has been a very sensible move to put the part of

The Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES: What implications the bill dealing with online services before a select commit-
will this new bill have in relation to a case such as thetee, because this was the aspect about which the opposition
Mapplethorpe book, which was seized in a high-hande@dnd, | guess, other members of parliament have received
manner by members of the police force from a very respecenormous amounts of correspondence. It is one issue which
able bookshop in South Australia? Will this give the policeis very tricky and one on which I think we should move with
more powers to make a decision? This concern has beenore caution.
expressed to me about the bill. In the briefing that | had, it Touching on the issue of publications, | would certainly
was not clear. My understanding is that this will not give thelike to have information on when that will be reviewed,
police powers to decide what is a publication that should bé&ecause | think that, on reflection, the way that the issue of
withdrawn from the shelves and that they must still gothe Mapplethorpe book was dealt with was very unfortunate.
through the same process as before. | would not want to givEhe subsequent letter to tielvertiser by the Police Com-
them any more powers than they already have. missioner—

The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: The bill has no bearingonthat  An honourable member interjecting:
situation. That part of the bill which does not deal with The Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES: It actually had to be
material that is objectionable on the internet essentiallgensored because it was so vulgar.
provides for issues relating to proof of an offence. Itintroduc- The Hon. Diana Laidlaw interjecting:
es a series of expiation fees set out in the schedule on the The Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES: | do not know. If he
basis that frequently it is better to deal with a matter by wayhad sent me one | would not have bothered to read it, quite
of expiation than to go through the court processes, becaugenkly. He might be interested to know that these books still
at the moment they all have to go to court. Each jurisdictiorexist in South Australia—
around Australia is entitled to take whatever action it prefers, An honourable member interjecting:
that is, whether or not to adopt an expiation fee system, but The Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES: Sales have rocketed.
it also enables greater ease of proof. So, it seems to have had the opposite effect. There was an

Where, for example, there might be 50 X-rated videos irexhibition held in Sydney some years ago and it was widely
a shop, in those circumstances there is a provision that woulsppreciated by people from many walks of life. The Art
enable a shopkeeper to admit that they are X-rated videdSallery of South Australia had the book and some of
rather than having to bear the cost of having to send them offlapplethorpe’s works, | understand. | am reassured that this
to be certified. There is no change in relation to the guidelinedoes not give the police any more powers because | think
for computer games, videos, films, books and publicationghey have rather over exceeded what they have at present.
The guidelines for computer games, videos and films are to The Hon. IAN GILFILLAN: | indicate that | will be
be reviewed during this year by the Office of Film and opposing clauses 6 and 8.

Literature Classification. There will be a transparent public Clauses 2 to 5 passed.

consultation process. All of the guidelines are now setina Clause 6.

manner which requires public consultation, submissions and The Hon. IAN GILFILLAN: We oppose this clause
then recommendations to ministers, and that is the proced®cause of what appears to us to be a practical obstacle. As
that we intend to go through. | understand it, this clause would require an adult escorting

The Hon. Carolyn Pickles interjecting: a minor into an MA film to stay on the premises throughout

The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: Yes, they all go through that the film. Assuming that we have interpreted this correctly, we
sort of a process. do not regard that as being an addition in terms of protecting
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ajuvenile. It may very well expose the adult to a very painfulaccompanied by his or her parent or guardian. It really
hour or hour and a half quite unnecessarily and, provided thelarifies it for the operator. The sanction ultimately is for the
adult has escorted the minor into the film, surely that iscinema operator to remove the child.
enough indication that some form of consent has taken place. The Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES: The comment | would
I indicate our opposition to the clause. make is that there are some very strange films indeed that
The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: | draw attention to the have this classification MA15+ and, quite frankly, | would
explanation for this clause in the second reading explanatiomot ever have taken my children to see them. Most of them
It deals with MA 15 plus classified films. It is lawful to show are violent in context. The ones that people get themselves
such afilm to a minor who might be under 15 years providedeally uptight about are the ones that might have a little bit of
that he or she is accompanied by a parent or guardiasex in them—
However, the act provides that the minor does not cease to be The Hon. T.G. Cameron interjecting:
accompanied, only by reason of the parent or guardian’s The Hon. CAROLYN PICKLES: That is what | am
temporary absence from the cinema. saying; itis the violence. | am not quite sure whether this will
Cases have been reported in which the parent accompaniesrk, but | suppose it is an attempt and ,since the Attorney
the child into the cinema but shortly thereafter leaves theassures us it has been sought by the cinema operators to
cinema to undertake other errands, returning only at the enehsure that parents are present to explain why they have taken
of the film to collect the child. So far as | am concerned thailong their 15 year old to see brains splattered all over the
really defeats the purpose of the provision, and that is that thecreen and to try to explain what that all means, as an adult,
child views the film under parental supervision so thatit might properly be a better way of dealing with it than
questions can be answered and concepts explained, eitherdasmping your kids in a cinema to watch a pretty shocking
it progresses or in discussion afterwards. So we overcomefilm, in some cases, with a lot of violence, and then ticking
by rewording the provision, and that provides that the paremff and going and doing the shopping. Quite frankly, | find
may be temporarily absent to use facilities provided on the¢hat reprehensible.
premises for the use of cinema patrons—and remembering The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: | make the comment, as a
that this is a public cinema. It is not the home; it is a publicparent of children in the age group that would be affected by
cinema. this, that | think one of the virtues of this is that the parents
The primary object of the classification system is to ensurare forced to sit and watch these films. If they are like me and
that members of the public have appropriate guidance, ancery rarely watch them, it is a very good way of understand-
where you have something which is rated R that only 18 yeang what the standards mean in practice. | think that if parents
olds and over are admitted to, and where you have a MA15are actually forced to sit through them they will then in the
rating there are some requirements in place to ensure that &rture be in a much better position to exercise their judgment
under 15 year old is not left unattended in a public cinema foon these matters.
the purpose of viewing a film which would normally be  The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Have you sat through them?
regarded as not being suitable for that child without parental The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: Only once.
or guardian guidance. The Hon. T.G. CAMERON: | would like to know what
The Hon. IAN GILFILLAN: Ilwould have thoughtthat the classification of the film was that the Attorney saw last
it was an adequate indication of approval if a parent oweek.
guardian were in attendance while the child bought the ticket The Hon. K.T. Griffin: PG.
or was present while the ticket or tickets were bought. How The Hon. T.G. CAMERON: Well, there you go! We
ever desirable this intention of the Attorney is, who will seem to be getting our proverbials in a real knot over this one.
police it? Who will actually monitor the time that a parent or | find it a little bit unusual that we would be getting into such
guardian is using a facility or getting refreshments? What is knot over this clause when 13, 14 and 15 year old kids are
the penalty if they do not come back, if they have some sonvalking into shops all over Adelaide and buying and renting
of dilemma and find that they are physically incapable ofX-rated videos.
coming back? It seems to me that it is a futile gesture; itis The Hon. K.T. Griffin interjecting:
very naive in its concept and probably totally impossible in  The Hon. T.G. CAMERON: Well they are.
its implementation. The Hon. K.T. Griffin interjecting:
The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: With respect, it is not futile. The Hon. T.G. CAMERON: But that's the very point |
Most cinema operators actually take their responsibilitie@m making. Itis illegal yet it is still continuing, and | wonder

seriously under the act. how effective this is going to be. So perhaps | could put a
The Hon. lan Gilfillan: Check each row with a torch to question to the Attorney: why is it that he believes that the
see if the parent is still there, do they? parents must stay with their child through the entire film?

The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: They are the ones who have Whatis the purpose of that—because | missed that along the
brought this to our attention and they are the ones who warine?
something done about it. The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: If you look at what comes
The Hon. T.G. Cameron: How long since you've been within the MA15+ category, there are films like the Green
to the pictures? Mile, which has a death penalty theme; The General's
The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: Weekend before last actually. Daughter, which has a rape theme; and Saving Private Ryan,
The Hon. T.G. Cameron: Whereabouts? which has a war theme—they are all MA15+. If you look at
The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: Marion. Anyway, so far as the just those particular films—
amendment is concerned, there is a penalty attached to this The Hon. T.G. Cameron: Have you seen all those
already. It clarifies what is already the existing law, becausenovies?
section 36 provides that a person must not exhibit in a public The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: No | haven't; but | have seen
place a film classified MA if a minor under 15 is presentone of them.
during any part of the exhibition and the minor is not An honourable member: Ryan’'s Daughter!
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The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: No, Saving Private Ryan, not an appropriate balance is provided in the bill in relation to the

Ryan’s Daughter. burden of proof.
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | have heard it is pretty The Hon. IAN GILFILLAN: | am sorry that the

gruesome. Attorney takes this view. This is still a significant argument
The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: Itis gruesome, and if you put for this clause.

a 14 yearold, ora 13 year old, or a 12 year old— The Hon. K.T. Griffin: | am not down playing the
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Or a nearly 15 year old. significance of it, but | do not agree with it on this occasion.

_ The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: Oranearly 15yearold,ina The Hon. IAN GILFILLAN: He does not agree with it
cinema, and plonk them down, without any guidance at allg this occasion he has interjected and made plain in his
without any discussion, even afterwards, about the themeggntripution. The trouble is that these basic tenets of justice
then in my view that is irresponsible. And if you take evengre erodable and, once one establishes precedence in cases
M level themes, where 15 year olds can attend without theig,chy as this, it tends then to become more likely that it is
parents, there are themes such as the holocaust, racidcepted in different circumstances, so in a way it is a
persecution, and Schindler's list, for example, which argnajlenge to defend what is essentially a basic right in our
accommodated within that category. So the MA level is on?ustice system. | hold to our view that we should not support
level below R. R is exclusively for those who are 18 years Otpjs clause. It may well be very difficult for an accused to
age or over. Between M and R is the category MA15+.  hrove that he or she did not know that the material was

Itis directed towards ensuring, as far as is possible, tha|assified RC or is submittable and it really does in my view

there is not just parental guidance at some time but thagyerse the onus quite unnecessarily and chips away at a basic
parents do not park their kids while they go and shop and thg\net of our system of justice.

kids are there watching some of these movies, which can be ¢j5use passed.
quite gruesome, vivid or intense. The object is to say to
parents, ‘This is the rating.” The cinema proprietor has a
responsibility under the act, and the amendment will help t
clarify the responsibility of the cinema operator, who carrie
the responsibility and not just the parent.

Clause passed.

Clause 7 passed.
Clause 8. CLASSIFICATION (PUBLICATIONS, FILMS AND

The Hon. IAN GILFILLAN: | understand that this COMPUTER GAMES) (MISCELLANEOUS)

clause removes the requirement on the prosecution to prove AMENDMENT BILL NO. 2
that a person charged with an offence under section 46 knew New clause 1
that a publication was classified RC or was a submittable : ) )
publication and instead provides that it is a defence for the 1€ Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: | move:
defendant to prove that he or she believed on reasonable That new clause 1 be inserted.
grounds that the publication was not classified RC or was not New clause inserted.
a submittable publication as the case may be. In other words, New clause 2.
the onus to prove guilt moves so itis on the accused to prove Tpe Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: | move:
innocence. It is against what | believe to be common justice,
and on that basis | oppose the clause.

The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: Section 46 provides that a  New clause inserted.
person must not sell or deliver, other than for the purpose of New clause 12 passed.
classification or law enforcement, a publication classified The CHAIRMAN: | put the question that, pursuant to
RC—refused classification—knowing that it is such ainstruction, the words of enactment be inserted, namely ‘The
publication. | acknowledge the validity of the point the parliament of South Australia enacts as follows’.
honourable member makes, namely, that this reverses the Question agreed to.
onus of proof, but in all cases where there is a refused Tite passed.
classification video or other publication it is virtually  The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: | move:

Impossible o prove that the person selling it knew thatit was That standing orders be so far suspended as to enable the bill to

such a publication. . . be referred to a select committee.
The amendment turns that around and provides not just the

requirement for knowledge on the part of the person selling Motion carried. ) o

to be proved beyond reasonable doubt by the prosecution but Bill referred to a select committee consisting of the Hons

proVideS a defence to a prosecution for an offence againth”ﬂ”an, K.T. Grlffln, P. HO”OWay, J. Stefani and C. Zollo.

either subsections (1) or (2) to prove that the defendant The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: | move:

believed on reasonable grounds that the publication was not That standing order 389 be so far suspended as to enable the

classified RC or was not a submittable publication. Chairperson of the select committee to have a deliberative vote only;
| acknowledge the point that the honourable member ighat this Council permits the select committee to authorise the

making. | do not in the current circumstances agree that it ifsclosure or publication as it thinks fit of any evidence or documents

Clauses 9 to 11 passed.

Clause 12 postponed until after consideration of bill No.
has been reported and concluded.

Remaining clauses (13 to 20), schedule and title passed.

Bill read a third time and passed.

That new clause 2 be inserted.

. o . resented to the committee prior to such evidence being presented
avalid criticism of the bill and therefore hope that memberso the Council; and that standing order 396 be so far suspended as
will be prepared to support this provision. There is protectiorto enable strangers to be admitted when the select committee is
for the accused person. Members should remember that v@gamining witnesses unless the committee otherwise resolves, but
are dealing with refused classification publications—the sort'¢Y Sh‘?” be ex‘?'“ded when the committee is deliberating.
of publications the Hon. Mr Cameron has complained about Motion carried.

in relation to some sales outlets—and in those circumstances The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: | move:
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That the select committee have power to send for persons, papers Research suggests that early intervention for ADHD
and records; to adjourn from place to place; and to report on 5 Juljeduces the risk of other problems developing, such as

2001. conduct disorder, oppositional defiant disorder, depression,
Motion carried. substance abuse, criminality and suicidal tendencies. Recent
estimates in Australia put the number of children with ADHD
EQUAL OPPORTUNITY (MISCELLANEOUS) over 50 000, with some claiming that it has become the
AMENDMENT BILL second most diagnosed disorder in this nation. No records are
kept of numbers of young people with ADHD, but estimates
Adjourned debate on second reading. of prevalence are around 5 per cent of all children.
(Continued from 30 May. Page 1636.) What can be measured is the number of children using

psychostimulant medication to treat ADHD, because state

The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: Members in this place will governments record psychostimulant prescriptions under
be aware that | have been a long-time advocate for bettafarious controlled substances legislation. Federal figures
government services for families with children with ADHD. show that in 1997 over 290 000 prescriptions were issued
While | recognise the importance of psychostimulant use ithrough Australian pharmacies for psychostimulants to treat
multimodal treatment of ADHD, | have raised some concerrRDHD. In 1998 a study of psychostimulant prescription
about the use of psychostimulants alone to treat ADHD irfecords for ADHD found that 2.36 per cent of South Aust-
South Australia. | stress that | do not have a problem witifalian children aged between five and 18 years were using
psychostimulants being used in some cases: | do suspect tigychostimulants to treat ADHD.
they are being used in too many cases and suspect that too In 1999 South Australia had the second highest dexam-
many kids are receiving them as their only treatment. Irphetamine use for ADHD per thousand population in
particular, | have expressed concern that low income familiedustralia. Between 1991 and 1999, the number of patients
are being forced to use psychostimulants as a first rather th&wthorised and using psychostimulants for greater than two
last resort because they cannot afford other treatments. months to treat ADHD rose from 60 to 5657 in South

| see this look of puzzlement from the govemmemAustra_ha. However, py February 2001 the number of people
benches. When the Hon. Sandra Kanck spoke on this bill sHéscribed psychostimulants for ADHD had plateaued and
indicated that | would make some comments about equ¥@s approximately 5600.
opportunities in relation to people suffering from ADHD. In A recent submission to an inquiry into ADHD heard that
fact, we will be moving amendments to address that, whict 1990 one could fit all the children in South Australia on

is why | am talking about ADHD, which is an equal oppor- Medication for ADHD on one city bus: by the year 2000 it
tunity issue. would take 90 buses. The committee also heard that in South

The Hon. Caroline Schaefer interjecting: Australi_a beftween 1992 an_d 2000 there were 1 116 children
The Hon. MJ. ELLIOTT: Vi . have to h under six using amphetamines, 54 under the age of three and
e rnon. M.J. - You are: youhave to have an v, nger the age of 18 months. This is despite diagnosis and
attention span that spans a couple of days and to have he

. - dication use not being recommended under the age of
ﬂ;? Hg nt.vfandrtr;\] K.’:mckls spefch an(fj unt(rj]erstanﬂ thﬁ relatio even years. The committee also heard that, while the effects
S '% teh t?.e'?( H? WO0. 1 .apo og{ietlor hose wfo _zla_ve NO5t ADHD are widespread, the use of medication to treat the
made that ink. Thave a concern that low INCOMe families argyiq o oy js greater in areas of lower income because a full
being forced to use psychostimulants as the first and ofterp

ange of services is too expensive.
unfortunately, the only rather than the last resort because they The eligibility for government service for ADHD is based
cannot afford other treatments.

) - on state and commonwealth legislation. Currently, the
Itis for this reason that | support amendments proposegommonwealth Disability Act defines ‘disability’ as a

by the Hon. Sandra Kanck to the Equal Opportunity (Miscelisorder or malfunction that results in the person learning
laneous) Amendment Bill that will expand eligibility for state gitferently from a person without the disorder or malfunction,
government ;ervices and provide more low income familige%r a disorder that affects a person’s thought processes,
with other options to treat ADHD. They are changes that willyerceptions of reality, emotions or judgment, or that results
provide the resources and teachers needed to implemeRtgisturbed behaviour. While this definition clearly encom-
better educational interventions. passes ADHD, the federal government defers responsibility
First, | want to address the question of what ADHD is.for services for ADHD to the individual states. In South
Attention deficit hyperactivity disorder is defined by the Australia the policy that determines a government service and
NHMRC as a physiological dysfunction that results injts availability is based on the Equal Opportunity Act. The
hyperactive, impulsive and inattentive behaviours to thexisting South Australian Equal Opportunity Act criteria are
extent that they cause social impairment in home, work anghuch narrower than that of the commonwealth DDA and do
school settings. And for some people it is the parliamentaryiot recognise ADHD.
setting. Individuals frequently experience educational failure, While in practice some children with ADHD in South
poor peer relations and low self esteem and lack adequafustralia still have their needs met indirectly because the
social skills as a result of ADHD. Equal Opportunity Act recognises learning disorders that are
Families experience high levels of stress due to theo-morbid with ADHD, it has been estimated that up to
demanding nature of ADHD behaviours, hostility or criticism 50 per cent of young people with ADHD do not receive
from other families, and many are concerned that their childssistance for it. This leaves 50 per cent of young people
will fail in school and fail to gain employment in the long having to appeal to the Disability Act to access assistance.
term. The internationally recognised treatment model foiThis process is costly and intimidating and does not produce
ADHD is called the multimodal approach. This approach useequality between South Australian families with children with
medical, psychological, educational and sociologicaADHD. The situation stands in stark contrast to the United
interventions. States Rehabilitation Act, which has a government-funded
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child find provision putting the onus on government departireatments that will help the affected child. However, the
ments to find and address detention needs presented Bemocrats amendments will seek to stem this trend.
ADHD. The amendments that will be moved by the Hon. Sandra
A study in South Australia in 1997 by lvan Atkinson and Kanck will expand the Equal Opportunity Act criteria to
Roslyn Schutte found that, although accommodation ofnatch the federal act’s definition of ‘disability’. This will not
medical and behavioural treatment is recommended as thgly bring South Australia into line with national and
most effective form of intervention, many families have little international standards but also effectively expand eligibility
choice since they face long waiting lists for free governmentor state government services and provide more families with
services or prohibitive costs. It also found that this effectivelyother options to treat ADHD. | am confident that many
means that access to private non-medical practitioners, sugimilies will welcome the better welfare and school services
as psychologists, physiotherapists and speech and occupatighat will result from these amendments, and | urge all
al therapists is limited to the better off. These findings havgnembers to support the Democrats amendments.
been subsequently supported by a review of psychostimulant
prescription in South Australia by Brenton Prosser and The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN (Attorney-General): | thank
Robert Reid in 1999, which indicated that psychostimulaninembers for their indications of support for the second
use was higher in low income postcodes. reading of this bill. | note the remarks by the Hon. Mr Elliott.
The Democrats’ amendments will ensure that multimoda will have some responses for him in the committee stage of
treatment will be available to all South Australian families,the consideration of this bill. It may be that, in order to
irrespective of income and, as a result, will encourage the uggcilitate consideration in committee, | will be able to get
of amphetamines as the last resort rather than the first resgiéme communication to him about the issue prior to the next
and not as the only option. It must always be rememberefime we consider this bill. At least he will have a better
that, while medication provides a window of opportunity for appreciation of where the government is coming from in
many children with ADHD, the positive effects disappearrelation to that issue.
once medication has worn off. This window mustbe used to | hnte that the honourable member has indicated that the

provide young people with the skills to face the challengesyon gandra Kanck will be moving some amendments to deal
of adult life. Pills alone are not enough. Itis worth noting that, it that issue. and all that | can do is urge her to circulate

many people, by the time they are diagnosed, are alréaqysr gmendments at the earliest possible stage after today’s
behind in school; they have already developed behaviours,nsigeration of the second reading in order that we can

which do not help them in their further social development o4 ress this bill. We come to within about two weeks of the
While a medicine, a psychostimulant, might address the q of the session. and what—

chemical imbalance within the brain, it does not address the o
other problems which are co-existent and which are by that The Hon. M.J. Elliott interjecting:
The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: | am concerned to try to

stage often significant. : .
Research has shown the importance of early interventioRf°9ress this and a number of other bills because they are

with a full range of treatments in the success of young peoplinPortant pieces of legislation. | recognise that members do
with ADHD as they encounter the greater social and acadermeed some time to conS|de_r the issues, but if | could neverthe-
ic demands of secondary school. | am aware that in his Pht§SS Urge constant attention to the amendments | would
study, Brenton Prosser found that, while the treatment witl¢€"t@inly appreciate that, and | think that it would facilitate
psychostimulants was effective in many children while theyconsideration in the last weeks of the sitting. | turn now to the
were young, once they entered their teen years difficultie§ontribution of the Leader of the_Opposmon who |nd|cated_
arose if that was all they were receiving. No doubt, opponent§'at & number of amendments will be moved by the opposi-
will claim that these changes are too expensive but | remin§©n IN committee.
those opponents of the NH&MRC finding that ignoring | make the same plea to the leader as | have made to the
ADHD will result in significant future costs to education, Hon. Mr Elliott and, through him, to the Hon. Sandra Kanck,
health, welfare and correctional services. In short, we coul#hat, even though we will not be sitting as a Council over the
pay a little now and we could pay a lot more later. next three weeks and budget estimate committees will be the
How often do we see the situation arise where governpriority for many of us, we get the amendments circulated as
ments say that they have not the money to address an iss@éickly as possible. | may well be able to get some responses,
yet we know that the costs that will eventuate, if they do nowith briefing notes, to members so that it will facilitate
address the issue now, will be far greater later. Our prisonéonsideration. It may not make it any easier to gain either
are full of people who for a range of reasons have suffered igupport for an amendment or to garner sufficient votes
ways that could have been addressed when they were you@gainst it, if one might be inclined in that direction, but, at
whether it be ADHD, dysfunctional families or whatever else.least, it will help us to understand better each other’s position.
Governments have said, ‘No, we haven’'t the money for Inrespect of one of the intimated amendments, it may be
programs to address these problems now’, but it usually costelpful if | make some comment as to why the bill is as it is.
a lot more later. The Leader of the Opposition intimated dissatisfaction with
Already the warning signs are there in a tenfold increas¢he defence proposed in cases of sexual harassment, that the
of amphetamine use in the last 10 years to treat a disorder hesspondent did not know and could not reasonably be
been recognised under various names for the last 100 yeaexpected to have known that the complainant was a person
One cannot but question whether growing class sizes, risinghom it was unlawful to subject to sexual harassment. It is
unemployment and cut-backs to funding by governments isnportant to understand why this defence is provided. This
at least partly behind the dramatic rise in medication fomill substantially broadens the present law to cover situations
ADHD over the past 10 years, first, in terms of the childrenbeyond employment and, indeed, extends the sexual harass-
receiving less personal attention and, secondly, in terms gfent laws to any situation where one person ‘works with’
parents finding themselves unable to afford the sorts cdinother.
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For example, under the bill, a debt collector who is‘reasonable measures to stop the spread of infection’ will not
engaged on a contract basis to provide services to several lamount to discrimination.
firms, and an auditor who is appointed to conduct an annual The leader sought clarification of what are ‘reasonable
audit of the trust account of one of these firms, ‘work with’ measures’. Of course, there can be no comprehensive
each other within the meaning of the bill. This is so evendefinition of what measures will be considered reasonable
though neither is an employee of the law firm concerned antdecause our knowledge of infection control may develop with
they never meet in the course of their work. The same is trueme and new measures may come into use. The reasonable-
of, say, a medical specialist who provides services to aess of a measure will also depend on the circumstances of
hospital on a rostered basis one weekend a month andtlae particular case. Ultimately, it will be a matter for the court
volunteer who helps with fundraising with the hospital’s to consider in individual cases whether or not a measure was
research by working in the hospital kiosk. reasonable to stop the spread of infection. However, to

It may chance that such persons meet in an unrelatetlustrate with an example what is intended by the bill, the
social situation, such as a party, neither knowing of thissxemption would make clear that a hospital could decline to
connection between them, and some offensive sexual remaaccept a blood donation from a person who tested HIV
or unwanted advance is made. While this may be deplorablppsitive so as to ensure that the infection was not spread to
it is not the type of behaviour intended to be covered by thehe recipients, even though this would involve treating HIV-
sexual harassment provisions of the Equal Opportunity Actinfected persons differently on the ground of the infection
If the conduct amounts to an assault or other offence, dirom persons who were not infected.
course, the criminal law provides the remedy. However, the The Hon. Terry Cameron pointed out, and | agree, that an
legislation does not seek to regulate the social behaviour afbjective standard would be applied in deciding what is
strangers outside the work setting: it seeks to ensure thatasonable in any particular case. The Hon. Sandra Kanck
workplaces are free from harassment. indicated the support of the Democrats for the second reading

The intention is to prevent the exploitation of the powerand their intention to move several amendments to the bill.
relationships of the workplace to pressure individuals tdShe also asked me to respond to or comment on a number of
engage in sexual behaviour against their wishes, or tpoints raised. First, she referred to the issue of homosexual
humiliate them sexually in the work context. This is illustrat- vilification and asked what remedies might be available to
ed by the examples given by the Leader of the Opposition ipersons victimised in this way. | agree that the act does not
debate. The employee who is the victim of sexual harassmespecifically provide a remedy for this type of vilification, nor
is placed in a most difficult position because he or she is nadloes the bill deal with it. Possible remedies would depend on
free to react to the behaviour of the work colleague otthe circumstances of the particular case.
employer in the way in which he or she would feel quite free  If false and damaging statements are published about a
to react if this occurred in a social situation with a strangerperson or an identifiable group of persons, such as an
Itis the work connection between the parties which necessallegation that a particular person is a paedophile when he or
tates the remedy under the act. sheis not, or a statement that a particular person is by reason

The defence is therefore designed to cover the situatioaf his or her sexuality unfit to hold a particular position or
where the workplace connection between the parties does ngtialification, then an action for defamation may provide a
exert an influence because the harasser did not know thatrgmedy. Defamation can also amount to a criminal offence
existed. If the defence is removed, the bill has the unintendeid some circumstances. If, as the Hon. Sandra Kanck
effect of providing coverage against sexual harassment isuggested, placards or sandwich boards are on public display
purely social encounters in those cases where the parties tuerpressing hateful sentiments toward a person or group, then
out to be connected through their work but not otherwisethis might amount to using offensive language in a public
Such a result would not be sensible. The Leader of thelace, contrary to section 7 of the Summary Offences Act.
Opposition also referred to the time limit provision, indicat-  In that provision ‘offensive’ language includes threaten-
ing that the government has chosen to retain the six montimg, abusive or insulting language. If the statements that are
time limit without a discretionary provision. made amount to actual threats of harm against a person or

In fact, the bill by clause 43(b) gives the court discretionpersons, or against their property, then the offence of making
to extend the time for lodgement of a complaint, even aftean unlawful threat may also have been committed. If,
the six month time limit has expired, if satisfied that there ishowever, the posters or placards simply express a view that
good reason why the complaint was not brought in time anthomosexual behaviour is immoral or wrong, or is contrary to
that an extension is just. It should be noted that there is nthe tenets of a particular religion, then it may well be that no
limit on the extension which the court can give. If, as theoffence is committed.

Leader of the Opposition suggests, the trauma of the unlawful The Hon. Sandra Kanck also expressed concern about the
act was such that the complainant could not reasonably haygoposal to replace the Equal Opportunity Tribunal with the
been expected to lodge the complaint in time, no doubt thi\dministrative and Disciplinary Division of the District

is a matter that will be considered by the court. However, ifCourt. She suggested that the court may be a less comfortable
very many cases, six months may well be sufficient. or more intimidating setting.

There is no undue difficulty or formality about lodginga | point out that there is unlikely to be any change of setting
complaint. By comparison, in cases of unfair dismissaks a result of the bill. At present, the tribunal comprises a
(which sometimes may be an alternative to a remedy undgudge of the District Court sitting with two lay assessors. The
this act), for example, the law imposes a time limit of 21 Administrative and Disciplinary Division would be similarly
days. The Leader of the Opposition also intimated otheconstituted. Itis my understanding that the courtrooms of the
amendments, which | look forward to considering. Mean-Way Building are the current venue and would continue to
while, the Leader of the Opposition asked me to explain whabe the venue. The strict rules of evidence do not apply now
is intended by the provision in the bill dealing with discrimi- and will not apply under the bill. I do not agree that there will
nation on the ground of infection with the HIV virus, that be any risk of increased intimidation and interrogation as
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implied in the letter from which the honourable member readprovide such representation in the long term, alternatives may
Likewise, | do not agree that there will be greater formality.need to be considered. The number of cases in which the
The bill makes clear that the court must act according to theommissioner presently represents complainants before the
substantial merits of the case and without regard to technicaliribunal is not large, and | would consider it more effective
ties and legal forms and is not bound by the rules of evidencéo deliver this representation through legal aid, which already
It was suggested that there is an increased costs risk ftias the systems and processes for representing the public
complainants, which could deter them from pursuing casesefore the courts, rather than devise a separate, stand-alone
| do not agree. At present, the act provides that the tribunalystem, such as a duty lawyer model, for what may be only
may award costs where it considers the proceedings frivolous small number of cases a year. However, further consider-
or vexatious or where the proceedings have been brought fation will be needed after we see how the planned arrange-
the purpose of delay or obstruction. Under the bill, becausment with the Legal Services Commission works out in
the Administrative and Disciplinary Division of the court will practice.
replace the tribunal, the provisions of the District Court Act  The Hon. Terry Cameron asked that | consider the scope
(section 42H) will apply, so that no order for costs can beof the provision relating to caring responsibilities. He
made unless the court considers this necessary in the interestgygested that the definition may require widening to include
of justice. That is, costs will not normally be awarded, butcase-by-case assessment of who is a voluntary carer, even
could be awarded, for example, where the proceedings awehere the person cared for is not a family member. However,
vexatious or in the other situations where costs may currentlif is not the government’s intention in this bill to cover any
be awarded. and every type of voluntary caring relationship which might
While the wording is a little different, | believe that the arise. It is aimed principally at the caring relationships which
result will be very much the same. While this does notarise between family members. This would commonly be the
amount to the requested certainty that the complainants wilituation in which discrimination, such as discrimination in
not have to meet costs, members will be aware that thkiring or promotion of employees, may occur.
present law does not provide any such certainty either. There The intention is to cover an ongoing responsibility to care
may be occasional cases where a costs order is appropriafey a parent, spouse or child, or a grandparent or grandchild.
and both the present and the proposed law provide for thisThis includes adult children such as where the child is
The Hon. Sandra Kanck also asked whether there was apermanently or temporarily disabled and not only biological
way in which | could ensure that the court will not in thesechildren but others toward whom the person stands or has
cases be dominated by the judicial member. | refer ta&stood in loco parentis. This could include, for example,
section 20(4) of the District Court Act, which speaks aboutstepchildren or foster children for whom one has assumed this
how matters involving assessors (that is, lay members of thesponsibility. | agree that the definition does not cover
court) are to be conducted. That section stipulates that, whikoluntary caring for a remoter relative or others such as
questions of law and procedure will be determined by thexeighbours. My concern would be that there may be difficul-
judicial officer, all other matters are determined by majority.ties in establishing what level of contact and help ought to
That is, on questions other than legal questions, the lagvidence a caring relationship in such a case.
members can outvote the judge. Itis evident that there will be many issues to be dealt with
This should allay fears of such domination. | point out thatin committee and a diversity of views on the proper scope of
this result is exactly the same as the current law as set out ifiis legislation. | thank members for their contribution to the
section 23 of the act. It may be that not all members are awagepate and their support of the second reading. As | said
of this, but itis already the case that most of the judges of thearlier, | urge them to get their amendments on file as quickly
District Court are also deputy presiding officers of theas possible so that we can deal with this important piece of

tribunal. Judges take turns in sitting on the tribunal asegislation when we resume in three to four weeks.
directed by the Chief Judge. This has been the case for some Bj|| read a second time.
years. | therefore doubt whether there is a need, as suggested

by the campaign which the Hon. Ms Kanck mentioned, to GRAFFITI CONTROL BILL
train these judges in the equal opportunity legislation. Itis not
as if it will be a new area for them. Adjourned debate on second reading.

As to the setting aside of funds for the representation of (Continued from 5 June. Page 1696.)
complainants by extra legal aid funding or appointment of
duty lawyers, my intention is that funds equivalent to the The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN (Attorney-General): | thank
current cost of representation delivered through the commisnembers for their indications of support for the second
sioner will be released from the commissioner’s budget to theeading of the bill. | note that the Leader of the Opposition,
Legal Services Commission for the purpose of providinghe Hon. lan Gilfillan and the Hon. Terry Cameron have
representation to persons who would now be represented liydicated that they intend to file amendments to the bill, so
the commissioner. The Legal Services Commission hathe bill will be the subject of further debate in committee. |
indicated to me that it is willing to vary its eligibility suspect that some of those amendments will relate to the
guidelines to permit representation in these matters and, f@oncerns raised by the Local Government Association. | will
an initial period of 12 months, to suspend its usual means testeal with them in my response, because | think that the
It will still give consideration to the merit of the case as it comments of the Local Government Association indicate that
does in all legally aided matters. This is what | meant by dt misunderstands what the bill seeks to do so far as it relates
‘deserving case’. to local government.

Merit assessment will entail considering whether the case The first issue raised by the Leader of the Opposition was
has reasonable prospects of success. After 12 months, theconcern of the Local Government Association that it was
situation will be evaluated. The commission is, of coursenot consulted in relation to the bill before it was introduced.
independent of government. If it is not able to continue toRepresentations had been made relating to spray paint cans
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over some time. We did have in place, and still do have inTherefore, the bill provides a mechanism whereby councils
place, a voluntary code of conduct for retailers. But, incan take further action where they have been unable to obtain
looking at what further legislative steps can be taken, thehis initial consent.

government took the view that, at least in principle, the That further action involves issuing a notice and allowing
amendments to require retailers to keep spray paint carssproperty owner a certain amount of time to respond. The
secure was an important initiative and that it was importanperiod is relatively short because the aim of the provision is
to have the legislation drafted to express that principle, t@o assist councils in their rapid response strategy. If an owner
have it introduced and then obtain some feedback from thosebjects once a notice is issued, that is it as far as the provi-
who might be interested in it. | have done that on a numbesions of the bill are concerned. The council may not remove
of occasions. It is frequently better to have in front of us athe graffiti where there is an objection to its removal by the
piece of legislation drafted up so that we can see exactly whatwner. That is a particularly important provision because
it looks like and make our comments on that, rather tharirequently owners of property are the victims and there is
consulting, establishing principles and taking ages to draw upome sensitivity about imposing, by law, an obligation to take
a legislative framework. that particular course of action where a person has, in fact,

| think that, if one looks at the bill, one will see that the become a victim.

issues of policy and principle have been appropriately Further, itis important to emphasise that the bill does not
addressed. The addition of the powers to local governmermirovide for councils to charge property owners for removing
are powers which are not ordinarily given to local govern-graffiti once a notice has been issued. While councils can
ment but, in the context of local government’s own responsicome to a separate agreement with an owner to remove
bilities for dealing with issues of graffiti and crime prevention graffiti for a charge, perhaps as part of the process of
and its past record—which has been a good record in margttempting to gain consent, there is no power to recover the
areas in relation to this issue—the government took the viewosts of removing pursuant to council’s powers under the bill.
that the wider powers for local government were appropriatdt is conceivable that, with the relatively short notice period,

I will deal with some of those issues which have beeran owner may not be able to object in time. It is not appropri-
raised by the Local Government Association, notwithstandingite that such a person be forced to pay for the removal of the
that there are a number of individual councils that support thgraffiti when they have not been given an opportunity to have
bill. As | said at the outset, many of the concerns of the Locaa say about whether the work is done. The power is there to
Government Association appear to be based on misconcegssist councils with rapid removal where they have been
tions about how the bill will operate. The Local Governmentunable to gain consent.

Association asked that councils be given the opportunity to Itis clearly stated in the bill that there is no obligation on
choose which powers they wish to exercise under part 2 afouncils to use the powers and nothing in the bill derogates
the bill in relation to the sale of spray paint provisions: forfrom the council’s existing powers under the Local Govern-
example, to enforce compliance with the storage and signageent Act 1999 to enter into agreements to remove graffiti for
requirements but not the sale to minors offence. There ia fee or to issue clean up orders. | should say at this point
nothing in the bill which compels councils to exercise thethat, in meeting with representatives of councils, with those
powers of enforcement conferred on them in part 2. Therewho are involved in graffiti clean up around the state,
fore, there is nothing stopping them from using their powersvorking in conjunction with local councils, from time to time

to enforce all or some or even none of the offences under pattte issue does arise about gaining access to private property
2. for the purpose of removing graffiti even without the consent

Until now, though, some councils have been active inof the owner.
monitoring compliance with a voluntary code of practice, The owner may not be available for one reason or another,
which is in place to ensure that retailers store paint in such eannot be found, and it is difficult in those circumstances to
way that it cannot be easily stolen. Itis councils in particulamproperly address the issue of graffiti and graffiti removal if
that have had the frustration of dealing with some retaileré cannot be removed from private property, because whether
who do not comply with a voluntary code and who haveit appears on private property or on public property it is
called for the restrictions on the sale of spray paint to beequally offensive, and if a council has a total removal policy
made mandatory to assist them in their strategies to redu@nd quick removal policy then it sends the wrong message if
graffiti. The powers are there so that councils can continugraffiti is allowed to remain on private property yet is
to monitor compliance with restrictions on the sale of sprayremoved quickly, and in accordance with that policy, from
paint, if they wish to, now that the restrictions are to bepublic property.
mandatory. So, moving around the state it is quite obvious that there

There appears to have been a similar misinterpretation bg a desire by councils to have this power. They will not
the Local Government Association of the provisions of thenecessarily use it. They do try to negotiate with property
bill conferring power on councils to remove graffiti from owners to remove graffiti on private property, but where that
private property. What the bill actually does is provide thatnegotiation is not satisfactory and does not culminate in an
councils should first seek to obtain the consent of owners tagreement then in those circumstances some alternative
remove graffiti from their property. In this way, the council options have to be available for local government.
can make an agreement with the owner to remove the graffiti, Interms of a concern raised by the Hon. Terry Cameron,
obtain a waiver of liability and perhaps come to an arrangethere is nothing in the bill which would prevent a property
ment regarding charging for removal. However, the powerswner from engaging a private contractor to remove the
conferred in the bill are designed to operate when the counajraffiti. Indeed, this is to be encouraged. Taking care not to
has been unable to gain consent in this way, either becausgminalise the victims of graffiti, as | have referred to earlier,
the owner is unavailable or unwilling to come to such anthe order making powers under the Local Government Act
arrangement. Some councils have indicated frustration with999 may provide the appropriate mechanism for councils
their lack of power to remove graffiti in such circumstances.and members of the community to force an owner to remove
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graffiti from their property. That is why the bill specifically implement from what is currently the case under the Summa-

provides that it does not derogate from those powers undey Offences Act. In that regard | have been advised that there

the Local Government Act. may be a minor amendment which will be necessary to
Given the councils’ existing activities in enforcing the address the issue of burden of proof in establishing lawful

voluntary code for retailers, | do not accept that enforcing thexcuse.

sale of spray paint restrictions will necessarily result in

significant additional cost to councils which would not be

defrayed by the ability to collect expiation fees. In light oftheaIOIOIieS to such implements, the bill targets spray paint.

explanations I.have Just giver) about.the operation of the biIIResearch, including an audit by one local council, has shown
,I[ do not(;:onsgéetr) tr:st Te bI|IIGreqU|res a;n:ndm'ertl.t n thet at the vast majority of graffiti, 74 per cent according to the
€rms proposed Dy the Local isovernment ASsociation, ange 5 Tree Gully council audit, is marked with spray paint. The
the Leader of the Opposition, the Hon. lan Gilfillan and theIine has to be drawn somewhere. We cannot ban every

Hon. Terry Cameron. P : : : _
The Hon. i Cameron has, e righy,pointedout ha05911e IMBlrert, g everyday tems such a o
graffiti is a complex problem, involving both social and legal
issues. The Leader of the Opposition and the Hon. Mr The honourable member has indicated that | should
Cameron have also acknowledged the wide range of pr@onsider a correlation between levels of youth unemployment
grams the government has in place and supports througind graffiti. | am well aware that there are social issues
funding, through local councils and through other bodies. Theinderlying the graffiti problem. In fact, as | have indicated,
Crime Prevention Unit within my Attorney-General’s research shows that the vast majority of graffiti vandals are
Department is involved with a wide range of programs,of school age. Mark Halsey's research into graffiti culture has
including various diversion programs, which are designed tidentified that alienation from the schooling system is one of
have a long-term effect on the level of graffiti vandalism bythe prime motivators for those who graffiti. The government
addressing the social issues underlying graffiti. This bill isis doing something to address this issue with education
just one string in the government’s bow in its bid to reducedrograms and a project to develop a crime prevention
graffiti. curriculum.
.The Hon. lan Gilfillan anq the Hon. Terry Cameron have  The Hon. Carolyn Pickles: If only that were true.
pointed out that we should distinguish between various types o o
of graffiti, between ‘vandalism’, as the Hon. Mr Cameron ~ The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: - Well, it is. A significant
terms it, and the ‘painting style’ of graffiti. It is true that a @mountis being done by the government in school curriculum
distinction can be made between graffiti that is referred to aBrograms and school-based programs—adopt a shelter, adopt
‘tagging’, that is, the marking of a name or ‘tag’, and ‘mural- @ pole and a range pf those sort of things, including a clean-
type’ pieces. Itis tagging that is the biggest problem becauséP at the Salisbury interchange.
itis done quickly and prolifically. The Hon. Carolyn Pickles: Giving them a meaningful
Research, including the research undertaken by Mr Markture might help.
Halsey referred to by the Hon. lan Gilfillan, indicates that . .
taggers are almost always teenagers. Indeed, research 1€ Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN: One of the objects is to ensure
indicates that the vast majority of all graffiti vandalism is that through training and other opportunities there is a
perpetrated by young people under 18 years of age. Statistif&aningful future for these young people. Interestingly, the
published by the Office of Crime Statistics in the last coupld ©S€arch also indicates that graffiti vandals come from a
of years indicate that approximately 75 per cent of thos®"0ad range of socio-economic backgrounds.
apprehended by police for graffiti and related offences are Notwithstanding that the honourable member acknowledg-
under the age of 18 years. Anecdotal evidence suggests th&s the wide range of programs the government has in place
if those graffiti vandals who are not apprehended were alsg deal with graffiti, he still claims that the government is
taken into account the proportion under 18 would be evefocusing on cleaning up rather than preventing graffiti. What
higher. the honourable member fails to appreciate is that rapid
The other statistics that the Hon. lan Gilfillan said he wagemoval of graffiti is in fact an initiative aimed at preventing
interested in knowing related to the number of thefts of sprayraffiti.
paint. This is difficult to measure because many retailers do Finallv. | wish to i . bers that thi
not keep accurate inventory of their stock. However, when _—Nay, [ WIS o 1Mpress again on memvers that this
the operation of the voluntary code was reviewed after it ha&eglslapon IS Justone string in th(_e government's b.OW In terms
been in place for a year, some retailers reported adecreasec[)lh.a ywde range of initiatives aimed at preventing grafiti.
the theft of spray cans. his is what concerns me so much'a.bout accusations that the
The Hon. Terry Cameron has inquired what effect the biIIb|II will do nothing to prevent graffiti. While this bill does
will have on young people who use spray paint on councif’Nat it can to address the lack of compliance with the
provided free space walls. Those young persons requirinéolum.ary gode restricting access to spray paint and to assist
spray paint for a legitimate purpose, including to spray thei oynuls with their rapid response graffiti removal strategies,
car purple, as well as undertake sanctioned murals ona‘frdk IS One tool amongst an array of other programs that

wall’, can ask an adult to purchase the spray paint on thefgovernment and local government have in place (which

behalf. They will not be in illegal possession of the Splrayvanous members have mentioned) to attempt to deal with the

paint because they will not have the intention to defacéOCial issues underlying g(affiti and achieve a long-term
property and they will have a lawful excuse according to thiolutlon to the problem. Again, | thank honourable members

It is acknowledged that other graffiti implements can be
used to mark graffiti. However, while the voluntary code still

provisions of clause 10 of the bill, and, currently, section 4 or their indications of support for the second reading of this

of the Summary Offences Act. The bill is not intended to ll
change the situation regarding possession of a graffiti Bill read a second time.



1744 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL Wednesday 6 June 2001

ESTIMATES COMMITTEES in the evening in terms of discussion about whether or not we
needed an estimates process, and | sought to give examples
A message was received from the House of Assemblgs to why. However, | was stopped from doing so, so | will
reguesting that the Legislative Council give permission to theecount some of the story so that we can take a complete
Treasurer (Hon. R.I. Lucas), the Attorney-General (Hon. K. Toverview of the position in which South Australia finds itself
Griffin), the Minister for Transport and Urban Planning (Hon. at this time.
Diana Laidlaw) and the Minister for Disability Services (Hon.  The Treasurer has suggested that we were turning a new
R.D. Lawson), members of the Legislative Council, to attengpage and entering a new chapter, and | have to say that | just
and give evidence before the estimates committees of tteannot see that anything is changing in this state in terms of
House of Assembly on the Appropriation Bill. our overall position. We are in significant difficulty in a
financial sense and, in my view, have made no progress
The Hon. K.T. GRIFFIN (Attorney-General): | move: relative to the rest of the nation in the past eight years. In fact,
That the Treasurer, the Attorney-General, the Minister forthere are some significant indicators to suggest that we have
Transport and Urban Planning and the Minister for Disability continued to lose ground. We are lucky that the national
Services have leave to attend and give evidence before the estimatgsonomy has been moving along quite nicely for the past
committees of the House of Assembly on the Appropriation Bill, if couple of years, although the international money market
they think fit. ’ . .
. . seems to have some trouble understanding that and has driven
Motion carried. the dollar down.
Basically, South Australia has coattailed on that, and that
CORPORATIONS (COMMONWEALTH POWERS) is all you can really expect for a state. State governments
BILL really have to be very dependent on international and national
economies and how they are travelling. What state govern-
ments can do is make things a little better or a little worse
and, unfortunately, what we can see as we look at this budget
CORPORATIONS (ANCILLARY PROVISIONS) is that progressively things have been made a little worse
BILL each year. There have been a few bounces here and there and
it does not mean there have not been some bright spots, and

The House of Assembly agreed to the bill without any! Will comment on those, but overall we just have not made

The House of Assembly agreed to the bill without any
amendment.

amendment. the progress that we would have hoped for.
This government, elected some 7% years ago after the
CORPORATIONS (ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIONS) State Bank debacle, has not, | believe, improved the net
BILL position of this state at all. It talks about inheriting a net debt

level of just over $10 billion, but this is the government as
The House of Assembly agreed to the bill without anyusual playing with numbers. That was not the debt: it is trying

amendment. to say that that is the debt in today’s dollar terms. You cannot
play it both ways: with growth in the economy, growth in

STATUTES AMENDMENT (CORPORATIONS) GSP, the relative debt compared to the way we were before

BILL is actually getting less. But the government wants to play

o some other games, which suggest that the debt in the past has
The House of Assembly agreed to the bill without anypeen made worse in today’s dollar terms, and note that it has

amendment. been reduced to $3.3 billion.
The Hon. RK. Sheath interjecting:
STATUTES AMENDMENT (TAXATION The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: He is playing with figures,
MEASURES) BILL because when one looks at debt in this state one sees in this

. . _budget that the financial public sector net debt has actually
i I;ecelved from the House of Assembly and read a f'rs‘ﬁwcreased by some $122 million. One also notes that the
ime. unfunded superannuation liability has actually blown back

FIRST HOME OWNER GRANT (NEW HOMES) out by another $98 million. What we are in fact talking about

is a deterioration of some $200 million. That is before you
AMENDMENT BILL take into account the fact that the government raided SAFA.

Received from the House of Assembly and read a firsPh MYy understanding, the SAFA nest eggs are actually

time. outside the non-financial public sector debt and, as such, the
government has bought some $92 million in from SAFA and
SUPPLY BILL some $40 million-odd dollars in from the South Australian
Assets Management Corporation.
Adjourned debate on second reading. The underlying situation is one of deterioration in terms
(Continued from 5 June. Page 1625.) of debt, and it is only asset sales that have actually hidden

what has been a continued deterioration during this term of

The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: In debating the Supply Bill, government. In fact, if one takes into account the size of the
a bill that supplies money for the public service of the statageduction in debt and at the same time looks at the value of
during the period under which the budget is under considerassets sold, our net position over the past 7% years has
ation, we need to consider how well the money is being sperteteriorated in excess of $1.5 billion. And that is being
and how well the state is travelling. In so doing, we need textremely conservative: it could be closer to $2.5 billion.
take a look at the budget that was presented in this place last Year after year the government talks about producing
Thursday. It was an issue that | attempted to address earlibalanced budgets. The claim this year, as | recall, was for a
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cash balance of $3 million. When one looks atBuelgetin ~ hospital alone will be looking for some $300 000 to $800 000
Balance document, that is the figure that is given on page Zxtra to pay its electricity bill. Many of the state high schools
and that is the figure that the government referred to and gavae going to be looking for $40 000, $50 000 and $60 000
to the media. | guess it is a question of which number yolextra to pay their electricity bills. What the totality of the risk
want to use. The government did not choose to go to the lasd at this stage the government simply will not tell us.
page of itsBudget in Balance document, which looks at the As | said, that is a contempt of the parliament and a
accrual outlook and which indicated a net operating balanceontempt of question time. | have argued for some time that
of a negative $38 million; in other words, that the state’s debthe standing orders need to be changed to require ministers
in accrual terms, in terms of net operating balance, iso answer questions within a reasonable period. Unfortunate-
$38 million. ly, that sort of change is becoming increasingly necessary.
When we are talking about that net operating balance, While the government talked about spending, there was
what we are talking about is including non-cash costs suchery little spending increase. The government put out the spin
as depreciation. Unfortunately, it has been a habit of goverrthat this year’s education budget is $105 million more than
ments (not just this present government but really since thiast year’s education budget but then decided not to mention
Bannon years) to underspend on infrastructure maintenandiee fact that what it was talking about was clearly the budget
and the like, and the depreciation has been running at a vefigure. The fact that there was a pay increase for people
high level. That trend has continued and is one of the reasongorking in education meant it was $105 million higher last
why the South Australian infrastructure is in such greatyear, and this year’s budget contained nothing extra at all.
difficulty. In terms of class size and all the other problems that exist
The Hon. RK. Sheath interjecting: in schools right now, the government is not putting in extra
The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: That is right. But | was resources. It has conned many schools into Partnerships 21
talking at this stage just about the maintenance of the assedsd, if the primary schools say—as they are saying—that they
themselves, let alone what the government has done tweed school counsellors, resources for physical education or
people. We will get to that later on. If one decides to look atextra computers in our schools (which they do), they will be
the net lending or borrowing, one finds that the situation igold, ‘“You have your budget: you find the money. That is the
even worse. In fact, our net borrowing is some $209 milliontrap of P21, and there will be enormous regret over the next
this year. That tends to match off against the changes in theobuple of years—although the Labor Party will get a chance
debt and the position of superannuation that | alluded t®o wind that back. It has not so far made any public commit-
earlier. ment in relation to that, but | would hope and expect—
Basically, this government has been under every rock The Hon. Diana Laidlaw interjecting:
where a cent would be stored, pulled it out and that is what The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: Well, it needs a little
it could find. ‘Captain Sensible’ was talking about this assistance, too. So far, it has not publicly said what its policy
responsible budget, but the fact is that he simply did not havis, so | am sure all suggestions will be gratefully received at
any money to spend. In fact, we already had a budget that ithis stage. In the budget the government talked about a $10
real terms was a deficit budget of some $200 million. Themillion school improvement program which will provide
reason he could not go on a spending program was that Hiending for external maintenance. | can think of one or two
had nothing left to spend. He still increased the debt. That ikigh schools which could gobble up probably $500 000 each
what ‘Captain Sensible’ and his government have done tto address the deterioration they have suffered. The sum of

South Australia. $10 million will not touch the sides in terms of maintenance
The Hon. R.D. Lawson:Aye, aye, Captain! problems in our school system. It is an absolute pittance, and
The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: | presume that was an |referred earlier to the fact that we are not maintaining our

interjection from Gilligan there. | am just waiting for Ginger: assets in this state.
she will start up pretty soon. While the government attempted The government proudly boasts another $36 million for
to put a spin in terms of how the debt was travelling and incomputers, but if you read the print it says ‘from government,
terms of how the budget balance was going, it was nothingchools and parent contributions’. Indeed, the parent contri-
more nor less than spin. In fact, South Australia is inbutions have been a significant part of all that. The govern-
significant difficulty. | feel sorry for the next government ment forced the schools into using a single contractor when
coming in, because we have a situation where we still haveany of them had contractors who were supplying computers
a significant debt, where there is a very high level of spendingt cheaper rates. That was a little deal which the government
commitment and where there is no income source remainingfruck up a couple of years ago and which is still running
because all the income sources have been flogged off.  today. In fact, parents are paying more to get computers than
At the same time, we are seeing increasing costs dahey would otherwise have paid. The fact they must pay at all
utilities, for instance electricity costs, with questions beingis an absolute outrage. In relation to the economic conditions,
asked in this place of a minister who simply refuses to answahe Treasurer talked about ‘overseas exports of goods
the questions. This shows a total contempt of question timeemaining remarkably strong’. Well, he is absolutely right.
and a contempt of this parliament. When a minister is aske@hey have remained remarkably strong and there has been
a question that he has the ability to answer without any greatome good news in relation to cars—
research and he simply fails to provide the answer to the TheHon. P. Holloway interjecting:
parliament, that is a contempt of the parliament. The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: | will get to that—and the
The Hon. P. Holloway: Do you know the answer yet? wine industry and, at the end of the day, they are both
The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: If he does not know the commodity goods. That cannot be ignored. The bad news for
answer then he should be sacked. We have a significaustralia in terms of the decline of the dollar has been good
electricity bill that is now in the contestable market, and thahews for South Australia, but there are some potential long-
bill is about to explode. | know that one public hospital hasterm problems. Most people acknowledge that the future
an electricity bill normally of about $1 million so that one growth in the economy—and this is an international trend—



1746 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL Wednesday 6 June 2001

will not be in manufacturing but in services. South Aust- There needs to be more of that. Good things are happening
ralia’s growth, so far as it is occurring at this stage, isin relation to tourism, and | notice in this year’s budget, when

predominantly in manufactured goods— | looked at the environment portfolio, there is a plan to
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw interjecting: expand ecotourism. | looked carefully at the National Parks
The PRESIDENT: Order! and Wildlife Service budget and there is not an extra dollar

The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: —and notin services. There in real terms; it is a marginal increase but not as great as
is no criticism about the growth in manufacturing. Theinflation. How can the government pump all these extra
concern is that that is where all the significant growth istourists into national parks and other sensitive areas but not
occurring. It is very dependent on the Australian dollar. Ifbe prepared to spend money on infrastructure to support it?
members do a tour of Mitsubishi right now, they will see thatlt is a nonsense. It is great for ecotourism but, for goodness
the number of left-hand drive vehicles is phenomenal. Yowsake, we have to get it right. If we do not get it right, we will
would think, ‘This is good, this is export dollars coming in, not maximise the potential for this state.
and jobs for South Australians'—and it is. There is no Health services are lagging even further behind. While my
guestion that the ability to export to the US market right nowwife was at university, she was doing some work experience
is because the Australian dollar is hovering at a little ovemwith a company that was bringing in patients from Asia for
US50¢ rather than US82¢ which was the case a couple afiedical procedures. On one occasion | joined her when a
years ago. At US82¢ those cars would not be going into thatouple came from Indonesia. They came for fertility treat-
market, or indeed other markets, because so many of oanent—although the treatment for which they were here is not
trade deals are in US dollars. important, other than it is one of a range of medical proced-

We have been very fortunate that the Australian dollar haares we do well in South Australia that at this stage are not
been down because, if it had not been, what else would hawone well in many Asian nations.
been happening in South Australia? The wine industry, while Travelling with the couple were a mother and a brother.
it would have grown, would never have grown to the extenWhile they were here, not only did they have the medical
it has now. The costs in Australian dollars are staying thg@rocedure but they also did the full tourist bit. They were
same, while the price in the export market is lower becauskiring taxis and did not think twice about travelling to the
of the decline in the Australian dollar. That makes us mordills and Victor Harbor. They also looked at educational
competitive. That is great but, if the Australian economyopportunities. The brother was checking out Flinders
picks up relative to the American economy and we appreciat&niversity because his wife wanted to do some postgraduate
against the American dollar, the very goods that have beestudy. They were business people and they were looking at
able to ride the decline will also struggle against the rise obpportunities here as well. What | am saying is that in that

the dollar. We hope, of course— one family | saw education, health and tourism opportunities.
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw interjecting: At this stage it has been done separately. We have been
The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: Obviously, you are listening promoting tourism but until very recently it has been dispirit.

in and out—that'’s the problem. Even in recent times | have spoken to tourist operators who
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw interjecting: themselves have gone overseas to market individually to

The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: The point | make is thatin the wholesalers. There is not enough coordination going on at
future we need to concentrate not only on goods but alsthis stage in terms of pitching into the overseas markets.
services. I know that the universities are largely doing their own

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw interjecting: thing, particularly, in many cases, individual departments of

The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: | am not saying there is a universities, and some of them are doing quite well. The
problem with export. The problem is that the predominanWaite Institute is a phenomenal success and has been for
part of export growth is in commodity goods and not inyears with more postgraduate than undergraduate students.
services. While we are getting some growth in education anBut the rest of it has been pretty disparate. There is a move
tourism and a minimal amount of growth in health servicesto bring them together now but, in my view, it is still moving
those three areas have phenomenal capacity for growth far too slowly and health—

South Australia. The government is addressing those areas The Hon. Diana Laidlaw interjecting:

but, frankly, | do not think it is addressing them with  The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: All the health groups act a bit
sufficient vigour. | am not saying that the government is notike country towns, and anyone who has lived in the country
doing the right thing in some areas but | suggest that, eveknows what it is like: Mount Gambier does not trust Milli-
when it is getting things right, it is not doing them well, if I cent, which does not trust Naracoorte, which does not trust
can make the distinction between the two. Nangwarry and Tarpeena; and Berri does not trust Renmark

There is no doubt that South Australia should have amr Loxton. And they never cooperate.
advantage over the other states in a number of ways in The Hon. J.S.L. Dawkins: Surely not. | have never come
relation to education. We have quality institutions that caracross that.
match the others; we are a cheap state in which people can get The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: The Hon. Mr Dawkins, who
housing and travel around; it is relatively safe; and | havéhas lived in the country for many years, says that he has never
spoken with parents of Asian students who do not want theicome across that. It is only in recent times, with the concept
kids going to the big, sinful cities of Sydney and Melbourne.of regional development, that we have seen towns cooperat-
They see a place such as Adelaide as quieter, with the kidsg. They have learnt by working together. The first job is to
more likely to get on with their work. It is all about marketing attract something to the region and the second job is to have
advantage. However, it is only in recent times that arthe argument about where it goes; whereas, previously, there
education group has been set up in South Australia. Who setere arguments about who was going to get it from the start,
it up? Adelaide City Council, the body which at one stage theand often they got knocked off by someone from somewhere
government wanted to abolish, was the driving force behinelse. In my view, education, health, tourism and marking are
its establishment. really all the same.
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Some of that is being addressed in South Australia right The government can certainly point at numbers that look
now, and government is giving some support. Last week impressive, but one must realise that almost all those numbers
attended a business breakfast convened by Business Visiare predicated on one industry, that is, tuna, and the reason
2010 on industry clustering. There must have been 500 or 600hy we have the tuna industry here is that the tuna happen
people at the meeting. | think that | also saw the Hon. Paulo swim past. We already had the industry. We were already
Holloway there. It was a huge meeting; there was a lot otatching the tuna. Now we are dragging them into a bay and
interest. Business Vision 2010 is doing a lot of fantastic stuffattening them up. That industry has very little growth left.
and clustering is one of them. Do members know that thé&Jnless we successfully manage to spawn the tuna, there is no
state government has put $2.5 million into clusteringZapacity of current stock to allow further expansion. My
Clustering, bringing together, whether it is an industry clusteconcern is that it was handled so badly, particularly the
of a manufacturing sort, whether it is tourism, whether it isenvironmental aspects, that it has probably set aquaculture
medical, whether it is health— back in terms of where it could have been otherwise.

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The arts. As | said, it is not to say that the government is not right

The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: Orthe arts. Those clusters are N supporting aquaculture: it is. Frankly, I just think that it has
being built right now, but | am sure that we can do more Not done itweI_I. In terms of aquaculture operating within the _
Sometimes governments and some bureaucrats try to do t9§8anS, the mistake that governments have made too often is
much themselves, but the important role for government, if1at they have not been clear enough about where and under
my view, is to make sure that it is happening and to pavhat conditions aquaculture can go. They could have zongd
facilitating it, but not necessarily always to do it. The € coast much more clearly than they have. People are going
Government should be putting a whole lot more into aread?rough the planning process to the very end and then being
such as industry clustering rather than these rather vag@ld, ‘NO, sorry, you are within two ’kllometres of a fur seal
investment attraction strategies that we have at the mome ?‘llﬂ;gﬁtki'tfh;%uiggggﬂtﬁ% ;hriraeliy wrong with planning it
ation of ecent sucoesstul nvestment protracton. What s ndjlS 2uthories could not have said that anything within 10
at all clear is whether that $29.5 million is an ihcrease 0 _|Iometres of a fur seal haul-out site is not acceptab_le atany
what was spent last year or whether that is the total amou e and that person should never have gone there in the first

intended for this year. We have no idea precisely how much ac€: It was a matter of ensuring clarity. Sometimes one is

. . .50 keen to fast-track things and so keen to get things moving
was spent and the form that it took in the past. The Prem|e§|0ng that looking at little things like the environment are

31 Zc:(ﬂgi(raeofbvl\j?tehl?: gggé:?lg l:gf;td t;“ﬁj \é\ﬁgf\lgg ;n|%rteo?5:SJ§ee” to be a negative when, in fact, if you do it properly you
shadows ’ ’ ’ Can give very cllear guidance, which can be to the benefit not
' . . . ) . just of the environment but, at the end of the day, of the
I must ask the question: while there is value in trying to; dustry itself.
attract new industry to South Australia, and | am not opposed  graniiy, | think that our aquaculture industry could be
toit per se, I wonder, in terms of bang for the bucks, whethep, ,ch further advanced if only we had gone about it in a far
or not we would do a lot better in this economy if We 6 professional manner than we have. | still think that there
concentrated on the existing small and medium enterprisgs 4 |ot of up side there. | do not think there is capacity for
v_vithin the state through clustering and those sorts of initias, ,ch more expansion within the ocean. There are places
tives, and whether we do what we can to encourage néWready where the density is a bit too great. We will start
businesses through business incubators. Again, the govergyiking significant disease problems within our pens, but |
ment is putting some money into incubators. | questionyill not explore that further at present.
whether or not we are doing it well enough and whether we | jyope that | have responded to the interjection of the Hon.
have identified all the opportunities for incubators. Diana Laidlaw in terms of whether | am opposed to exports.
I have been arguing for a couple of years that there is fjo, | am not. There is room for huge expansion in exports.
place in South Australia, | think, for incubating areas, suchMy concern is that, so far as we have growth in exports, it has
as aquaculture. There is a very small incubator operating irgely been fortuitous on the back of a declining dollar. That
Wallaroo but, in my view, there is the capacity to build quitejs not to undersell the fact that we make quality wine and
alarge incubator where the government supplies much of th@uality cars—
infrastructure: rather than having individual aquaculturalists The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Or the enterprise as people.
sprawling along the coast, each having to get their own three- The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: No, or the enterprise as
phase power, each having to get their own roads and eaglople. For anyone who makes the most of an opportunity,
having to do their own water treatment works, etc., why doegood luck to them and well done. | am saying that, in terms
not the government install a significant system for pumpingf the overall South Australian economy, we seem to be
water which then can be used by a range of businesses gllishing against commonly agreed knowledge, if you like,
operating off the one pipeline? that the future growth in economies, particularly in first world
The government could, perhaps, then take responsibilitgountries, will be in the services and not in goods. South
for the clean-up before return to the sea so that, at the end élustralia is heading in the opposite direction and can we
the day, we are guaranteed there is no pollution as well. $ustain it? | doubt it.
would think that there would have to be efficiency of scale The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: There are big consumer
with that. Businesses could come into that, first, perhaps, asarkets, middle class markets, in South-East Asia for
very small enterprises and be incubated to become qui@nsumer goods.
large. There is no question that there is potential for a lot of The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: | think that it is worth noting
up side in aquaculture. That is another example of an industihat, overall in consumer goods, we do not seem to be
that is being supported by the government, but | think that itravelling quite so well. It is interesting—
has not done it well. The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Well, wine.
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The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: Yes. Itis interesting to look Interestingly, in March this year the Morgan poll research
at gross state product in South Australia over the last 7yaeople looked at the unemployment rate in South Australia,
years since 1993. We see that the GSP in South Australia hasd their judgment was that the real unemployment rate in
been growing, on average, about 1 per cent a year less th&outh Australia was 12.2 per cent. | encourage members to
the gross national product, year after year and, of course, thitok at the Morgan poll website which gives a detailed
is cumulative. So the GSP in South Australia in 1993-94 wasnalysis and compares the states. From that, members will see
something like 23 400 against the gross national product thethat there has been a very steady widening between the
of just under 27 000—a gap of pretty close to $3 000 penpfficial ABS data and what is happening in the real popula-
capita. Now, the figures for GSP are close to 28 000 and GN#on. It has a lot to do with the tests that are applied to qualify
a little over 32 000 and the gap is now a little over $4 000 per person as being unemployed. The real unemployment rate
capita. has been rising dramatically, and the Morgan poll people go

The growth in GSP has been behind GNP. So far as we at8to some detail to explain how the figures are derived.
being somewnhat successful with our commodity goods inthe | find it interesting that the figure derived by Morgan
export markets, the question that must be asked is, ‘What o#losely match the sort of figure that we see in South Australia
earth is happening with commodities that we have beeReing derived in quite a different way by the South Australian
selling into the interstate markets?’ Somewhere along the lineentre for Economic Studies. The other matter of concern in
we have been falling further behind. | suspect that the othepouth Australia, which, whilst it is a national trend, is
states, particularly New South Wales, Victoria and Queeng?appening more so in this state, is that there has been a
land, have been achieving most of their growth outside théhange in the proportion of people in full-time work versus
commodity areas and much more in the service areas, ari@e part-time/casual sector. In fact, in the past seven years

that should not come as a surprise to anyone. there has been virtually no growth in full-time employment.

Itis interesting to reflect on the variation in gross house!" fact, in percentage terms, there has been no growth in full-

hold income per capita. In South Australia, household incomdMe employment atall. If there has been growth, it has been

has risen from a little under $21 000 to about $21 500, whilst” t\k/]\(/ahplart_-t@me/ cas#al sectcl)r. h d ¢
at the national level it has risen from $21 400 to nearly llstitis true that people such as students preter part-

$29 000. Initially, the gap was a little over $1 000; it is now .time work and do not mind casga_l work because they_do hot
tend to do it for the rest of their lives, | must say that in my

closer to $2 500. So the gap in per capita household incor . bi ior f d K duri hei
has more than doubled since 1993-94. That does not indicafig |t Was a bit easer for a student to work during their
that things are travelling well out there in the community. Th%olldays and bkl their studies the rest of the time.
worrying thing is that, when one looks at the trend graph, on hat is no longer an option fqr many. The fact is that there
sees that this is not something that happened back in 19G5€ Many people in the part-time/casual sector who are not
when things were grim:; the fact is that the gap has continuetji€"® because they want to be but because that is now what

to wi for th t _ Is on offer for so many people. o
° V'\I{Ir?eer;s:tetrr%ir{gallrsr?;ulde IS)?)IS( Zf;i?czs/airssemployment What we are seeing in South Australia is a lot of people

which the government made something of in the budget.ali,:vIng up, and the people who are finding work are doing so

. . the part-time/casual sector. That has significant implica-
looked at employment in South Australia and suggested thaji, g i terms of the ability of families to make long-term

despite the fact that there has been a bit of a slowdown g, 5 ahout whether or not they want to own their own home
recent times—this is also happening nationally—we arg, o car or whether they can afford to give their children
travelling very well. That depends on whether you want to,

look at th | g hich show that th an education and what sort, etc. These are not minor matters.
ookatthe raw employment figures which show that IN€ gaRy gjmply concentrate on the raw unemployment percentage
between national and state unemployment is about .4 p

L ' 2 % the way that that has been done is, at the very least,
cent, which is only marginally more than the situation Whenmisleading

this government was first elected in December 1993. It was The Democrats are pleased to see reform in relation to

much more atone stage, but recent trends suggest that the 9aR,..|| tax. Since the party’s inception 23 years ago, we have
IS narrowing. _ advocated the abolition of payroll tax. The government is
That s all very encouraging but, when one starts to looksteadily phasing it out. | note that a significant amount of its
at other breakdowns of what is really happening out theregommitment is for not just this year but also after July next
one finds that there is a very different picture. If one looks a{ear—so it has already made a commitment for the next
employment participation rates, one finds that back in 199government. That may be as strong as the L-A-W law tax
the participation rate in South Australia was about 61.4 Peguts of the Keating government some years ago. The
cent, which was pretty close to the national average. In government has also abolished the financial institutions
period of seven years, the participation rate has plunged @uty—which I recall was part of the agreement in relation to
about 59.7 per cent. That means that a whole lot of peoplghe GST—and stamp duty on the transfer of listed marketable
have given up looking for work. securities, which | believe may have also been part of that
The government tries to suggest that this is because of opackage. The Democrats support those changes.
ageing population. We have always had an older age profile. | note that the government is now talking about Partner-
Seven years ago we had an older age profile and, at that staghijps SA. Having flogged off most things, it seems that it is
we were at the national average in terms of the participationow going to go into partnership to get other things. Some of
rate. Now it has plunged. When the state unemployment rathis proposal is as much of a mystery to me as some of the
was 7.5 per cent, the South Australian Centre for Economiother proposals that the government has come up with over
Studies looked at the participation rate and noted that, if théhe years. The argument and belief that, in some way, the
participation rate in South Australia matched that of the resprivate sector is able to do it better does not necessarily have
of the nation, the unemployment rate in South Australisbacking in fact. Generally speaking, governments have access
would then have been 11.2 per cent. to funds cheaper than the private sector. In Australia,
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generally speaking there is not a lot of money around. So, wevithheld and the sort of numbers really necessary to make
are even seeing that when we start to put up assets for saleaity judgment about whether or not there has been a real
tends to be overseas investors who are interested, and loénefit at the end of the day are simply not there.
course their profits eventually leave our economy. So, in my Any aspiring government would be struggling at this stage
view we lose twice. to know precisely how much slack there is in the budget that
In summary, | say that, if one wants to say that this is &£a" be fixedfsla_ck quite different from the announced five
responsible budget, it is responsible insofar as if the goverrR€r cent cut in middle management across all government
ment had gone on a spending spree we would be in a dan@¢encies. | am not sure Whgre that five per cent came from
sight more trouble than we are already. However, there is nBUt: 0bviously, somebody did some research and found that
doubt in my mind that we are still in trouble with a deficit €xactly five per cent wastage existed in each of the depart-
budget. It is a real and significant deficit, one which will Ments and all that had to be done was to sack the number of
continue for a couple of years to come because of the loss 8fiddle managers to match five per cent, and suddenly there
all of our former income deriving assets with increasing cost¥/ere efficient departments with better delivery.
from some of those things that we have now sold which will ! have no problem with governments seeking efficiencies

impact on not just the government but also private industry?Ut t0 begin the budget paper by saying that there is five per
cent in each department and that it will be found is something

There is no question that the packages in the budget infing quite extraordinary. If the government wants to talk
terms of cost reduction will not offset the rises in the cost ofy 4 it the magic pudding of the opposition, which believes
electricity. Already most small businesses are exempt froy ot not only should you spend more mor;ey but that you
payroll tax, so they are not being offered any relief at all. Wesnhould lower taxes as well, then | think perhaps the

are in some difficulty. | think the only hope that we have in 4o ernment has the magic pancake, which is pretty flat and
terms of trying to draw up future budgets that are going tQare is not much in it.

balance is to get behind the budget—I am afraid that these The Hon. Diana Laidiaw interjecting:
budget papers do not inform terribly well—to find exactly  The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: No. as | said. it is extremely

how much wastage is in there that could become reghiticyit to get down and write a fully detailed prospective
spending money. budget when you do not know precisely what size the
We have any number of examples: the radio networkwastage is: there is no question that it runs to probably $150
which has been an absolute debacle in terms of costs, and wellion to $200 million a year, but one is forced to make an
have not seen the last of that yet; the Hindmarsh Stadium; arebstimate on the basis of those things that we know are going
the Glenelg development, which has cost us in terms of assedstray at this stage.
and other spending probably some $50 million, and now over | support the second reading of the bill but express
$2 million a year on sand and seaweed movement. And thdisappointment that, after seven years of pain, there has been
government announces this wonderful park along the coasib gain at all and that, indeed, while | do believe that we have
of Adelaide. | would have been excited if | had not knowntoo much going for us not to succeed in the long run, we are
that the Glenelg development was in the middle of it. | will still going to have to spend some time digging ourselves out,
not hold the minister who made that announcement directlpecause we are still very much at the bottom of the hole. If
responsible, but | do hold her government responsible foanything, the government has just dug a hole sideways: it has
that. The problem never was about whether there should keertainly not dug us out. The Democrats support the second
a development at Glenelg: it just had to be a responsible onesading of the bill.
We did not get that and we are going to be paying for it. It
will be a budget debt in perpetuity. The Hon. J.S.L. DAWKINS secured the adjournment of

We do not know how efficient the industry attraction hasthe debate.

been or how much it has cost us because nothing in the WATER RESOURCES (RESERVATION OF
budget lines really tells us that. We do not know how well it WATER) AMENDMENT BILL

might have been done or how well the contracts have worked,
contracts such as the one concerning EDS, the Mount Received from the House of Assembly and read a first
Gambier jail and the hospitals. That select committee is y&§me.

to report, if it ever does, but, as a member of that committee,

| believe that, having looked at the EDS contract, in particu- ADJOURNMENT

lar, for some seven years, we have obtained so little useful

information that | do not feel any the wiser now than when At 10.43 p.m. the Council adjourned until Thursday 7 June
the committee first started. The contract has always beeat 2.15 p.m.



