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you to listen to this—in fact, all members of the opposition
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL should listen to this. The police commissioner continues:

In early February 2002, a number of matters were referred to the

Thursday 6 June 2002 South Australia Police Anti Corruption Branch involving the Hon.
Peter Lewis MP.
The PRESIDENT (Hon. R.R. Roberts) took the chair To minimise the risk of South Australia Police being drawn into
at 2.15 p.m. and read prayers. political issues, especially those of a party political nature, the

standard procedure is for a preliminary assessment to be conducted
to determine whether an investigation is warranted. This process
CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE occurred on this occasion.
i ) ) ) On Friday, 1 March 2002 | received a telephone call from the
A petition signed by 313 residents of South Australia,Solicitor General, Brad Selway. Mr Selway expressed concern that
concerning the statute of limitations in South Australia onSouth Australia Police may be drawn into a political/constitutional

chid sextal abuse and praying that 1 counc il oduc 2400 Mough allegalons vl M et L | advied

a bill to address this problem, allowing victims to have their ™ refiected on Mr Selway’s call and later spoke to the investigat-
cases dealt with appropriately, recognising the criminal naturig officer, Inspector Rick Perry and the Officer in Charge, Anti
of the offence; and see that these offences committed befofrruption Branch, Superintendent Mick Symons. | was concerned

1982 in South Australia are open to prosecution as they a at Superintendent Symons had been associated with the Liberal
arty and that his involvement in the case may raise perceptions of

within all other states and territories in Australia, WaShas. Consequently, I told him that | would arrange for Commander
presented by the Hon. Sandra Kanck. Phil Cornish to oversight the case from a quality assurance perspec-
Petition received. tive, so that not only would it be impartial it would be seen to be
impartial. | made that arrangement with Commander Cornish.
| further considered the matter over the weekend and decided that
it would be better to remove Superintendent Symons entirely from

. . . . the case. On Monday 4 March—
A petition signed by 35 residents of South Australia, d before thi N .
concerning nuclear reactors at Lucas Heights and praying ghiff© days betore this governmen Wa_s swprn |n—. )
this council will call on the federal government to halt the | made that arrangement. The case remained in the Anti Corruption
: . anch but overall responsibility was passed to Commander Cornish.
nuclear reactor project and urgently seek alternative sourced On Thursday, 14 March 2002 | attended a meeting with you at

for medical isotopes and resist at every turn the plan to makgour office. | confirm you informed me of concern that had been
South Australia the nation’s nuclear waste dumping groundaised with you about the independence of the police handling of the

LUCASHEIGHTSNUCLEAR REACTOR

was presented by the Hon. Sandra Kanck. Lewis case with Superintendent Symons being involved. | advised
Petition received you that | had taken steps to overcome this problem and undertook
: to provide you with a briefing note on the way these matters are
handled. A copy is attached.
VOLUNTARY EUTHANASIA | advised both Superintendent Symons and Commander Cornish

of the issue you had raised to confirm with them the action | had

A petition signed by 65 residents of South Australia,t@ken was appropriate and had been reinforced by subsequent events.
".. | am somewhat unsure on whether you raised any concerns on

concerning voluntary euthanasia and praying that this coungj; tter prior to 14 March
will reject the so called Dignity in Dying (Voluntary Euthana- s ma sr p”.or 0. . arc '
sia) Bill; move to ensure that all medical staff in all hospitals Mﬁm ers |nter]ect|r)g. der! bl b il
receive proper training in palliative care; and move to ensure | N€ PRESIDENT: Order! Honourable members wi

. I ; : ; in their enthusiasm.
adequate funding for palliative care for terminally ill patients, 0NN t , N
was presented by the Hon. A.L. Evans. TheHon. P. HOLL OWAY: He continues:

Petition received. _ I have no specific recollection of this occurring and no notes on
this subject apart from the matters referred to above, of which | made
notes.

POLICE MINISTER In any event | made the decision to remove Superintendent

o ) Symons from the case prior to and quite independent of any concerns
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Agriculture,  you raised with me.
Food and Fisheries): | seek leave to make a ministerial In respect to the specific issues raised in your minute to me today,
| advise:

statement. On two occasions that | recall when raising matters with me
Leave granted. you prefaced your comments with words to the effect that you did
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: During the matters of notwantto discuss anything whichwas not proper for you to do so.

' . : . our discussion on the Lewis case, though it is quite likely you did so
R.I. Lucas MLC) made certain allegations against the€g'it\vas one of our earlier meetings.

Minister for Police (Hon. Pat Conlon). The Commissioner of . | confirm my policy is to maintain strict operational independ-
Police has forwarded a response to the minister in relation tence and would not discuss matters with you where it was not proper
those allegations, and | will read that response dnsard.  to do so unless | was directed under the Police Act.

- ‘ . o . - You neither sought to direct me on the Lewis case nor sought
Itis headed, 'The Hon. the Minister for Police’ and states: the removal of any officer. You did concur that the action | had taken

| refer to your request for advice on the comments made by th&vas appropriate.

Hon. Rob Lucas, MP, in the Legislative Council on 5 March 2002— - | confirm that the decision to remove Superintendent Symons

| am sure that means ‘5 June'— }/;/g;s;(l)illy mine and not as a consequence of any request or direction

and your minute this date in respect to those comment. | trust the Leader of the Opposition will apologise, but |
TheHon. Diana Laidlaw: | hope he is more accurate would not hold my breath.

with the rest of it! Members interjecting:

The Hon. P. HOLL OWAY: Well, this is from the police TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: | also table a statement by
commissioner—if you want to laugh at the police commis-the Minister for Police in another place in relation to that
sioner’s response, you are welcome to do so. | would advismatter.
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CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION sure yet on which particular dates, and that is the subject of
some of my questions)—that he did raise these issues with
TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal  the Commissioner of Police, which is the subject, of course,
Affairsand Reconciliation): | table a ministerial statement of my criticism yesterday and the further questions—
from the Attorney-General in another place on the Constitu- The Hon. T.G. Cameron: For what purpose?

tional Convention. TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: Thatis, indeed, an apt question,
which will be further pursued. Yesterday afternoon on ABC
QUESTION TIME radio in an interview with Kevin Naughton the Minister for
Police was asked about the time frame within which this
POL ICE INVESTIGATION particular meeting was held. As members know, yesterday |
asked questions about the timing and when decisions were
TheHon. R.I. LUCAS (Leader of the Opposition): | ~ Made. In the transcript that | have been given, the Minister

seek leave to make an explanation before asking the Lead®f Police states:

of the Government in the Council, representing the Minister He had—well I understand the time frame. | mean, feel free to
for Police, a question about police investigations. speak with the Commissioner. The time frame had been the previous
L ’ ted Friday and over the—he had made the decision on the previous
eave granted. . . Friday. He had thought further about that and then spoke to me on
TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: At the outset in quick response, Monday and then. .

as | have only just read the statement from the Commissiongfie Government Gazette of 6 March highlights that the
of Police, 1, as do all members of the Liberal Party andyjinister for Police was sworn in on Wednesday 6 March. Of

members of the Legislative Council, have great respect fo&ourse, the first possible Monday that he could have dis-

the integrity of the Commissioner of Police. | have not madg,sse this, as Minister for Police, would have been Monday
and will not make any criticism of the integrity of the 13 \arch, the following Monday. If that meeting was held
commissioner. My criticisms have been directed at thg), 11 March, the decision, according to Mr Conlon in his
Minister for Police. He should never have raised this issugistement yesterday, was made by the Commissioner on
with the.commissioner in the first place, and that is the issu?riday 8 March and’ he then reflected on it (this is the
that | raised. Minister for Police saying what he was told by the Commis-
The PRESIDENT: Order! sioner). He then thought further about that over the weekend
Members interjecting: o ‘and then spoke to me on that Monday'—and, as | said, the
TheHon.R.I.LUCAS: On 13 May the Minister for earliest possible Monday would have been 11 March. It could
Police was asked the following question: has the Minister fohaye been later, but the statements of the Commissioner of
PO“_C? ex_pressed concern to senior management abput thalice today seem to indicate that those discussions were
participation of any police officer in a current investigation?going on in the first week of the government.
TheHon. A.J. Redford: What date was this? The third issue that | raise, before putting a series of
TheHon. R.I.LUCAS: On 13 May. The second part of guestions to the minister, is that, as members will know, for
the question was: has any police officer been removed frorgome time since the public announcement of the ACB inquiry
that investigation after the minister’s expression of concermto the member for Hammond, he has been expressing
to senior police? It is important to describe that questiorzonsiderable concern about both the inquiry and its make-up.
exactly, because the minister has tabled today a statemefe has made a number of statements, and again, given that
from the Commissioner of Police that says he confirms that js question time, time does not permit me to go through all
the Minister for Police did not direct or seek to direct him or of them. | just put on the public record a statement that the
request him. That was never the question on 13 May. Thghember for Hammond made on 5 April. The journalist is
question on 13 May was whether the minister had expressegiarol Altmann and the story is entitled ‘Police in Smear Bid:
concern to senior police management about the participatio@p’, The first sentence of that story from Carol Altmann is:
of any police officer—not whether he had directed the South Australian independent MP Peter Lewis has accused police

commissioner and not whether he had requested him. Had Bgh links to the Liberal Party of accelerating a smear campaign to
expressed concern to senior police about it, and then, had apynish him for installing a Labor state government.

police officer been removed from the investigation afterthe  The Hon. A.J. Redford: What date was that?
expression of concern? _ TheHon. R.I.LUCAS: It was 5 April. Further on it

The answer from the Minister for Police on 13 May, gtates:
which stqrted all this further CO.nSIder?tlon’ was as follows: They have been trawling through my life for months and | believe

I am a little puzzled by the question but, if the member does havéhere have been police associated with the Liberal Party. It's a
some belief or allegation to make, | would be more than happy twendetta. . .
hear it. . . . .

) o That is only one quote, but ever since the inquiry was

He then said (as he highlighted yesterday afternoon and aga#itaplished the member for Hammond has been making a
today, as | understand it) that he was unaware of any policRumber of statements publicly and privately criticising police
officer being removed from an investigation, which is a bitang the ACB inquiry and making allegations that they had
hard to contrast now with statements that he has made. Hgks with the Liberal Party. | am advised that those concerns
said: of the member for Hammond, either directly or indirectly,

Certainly, | am unaware of any police officer being removedwere made known to the Minister for Police, both before he
from an inVeStigatiOn as aresult of anything that | have said or dOnQNaS sworn in and in the penod |mmed|ate|y after he was
Without going through all the statements that have been madavorn in. My questions to the Minister for Police are:
yesterday and today—suffice to say that the Minister for 1. Given that the minister has now been forced to admit
Police has now confirmed on the public record that he didhat a number of people raised concerns with him about the
express concern to the Commissioner of Police (we are ngarticular police officer on the ACB inquiry into the member
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for Hammond, will he rule out unequivocally that any ofthe  The PRESIDENT: Order! Mr Cameron will have an

people who approached him on this issue had previouslgpportunity to ask a question later. He will come to order and

discussed the issue with the member for Hammond; and, iallow the minister to answer.

particular, will he rule out unequivocally that Mr Randall  TheHon. P. HOLL OWAY: He states:

Ashbourne, a senior political adviser to the Premier, Mike | nade that arrangement—

Rann, discussed this issue with the member for Hammonﬁ talki bout ing th ticular off

and that then, directly or indirectly, those concerns wer € was talking about removing the particular oticer—

raised with the Minister for Police through Mr Ashbourne’_)With Commander Cornish. | further considered the matter over the

. ‘ weekend and decided that it would be better to remove Superintend-

2 When the .mlnlster was asked on 13 May. Has t.heentSymons entirely from the case. On Monday, 4 March | made that

Minister for Police expressed concern to senior policeyrangement.

management about the participation of any police officer i . .

the current investigation?’ why did he reply ‘1 am a Iittlensoll_};]irgggeéﬁaiﬂéz_gin;:p; Wr:toht CVSE; T%‘gﬁlgﬁogah'

puzzled by the question. But if the member does have some B '

- ; terday.
belief or allegation to make, | would be more than happy t0/®S )
hear it’; and does he now concede that that answer was TheHon. P.HOLLOWAY: Whatever the leader says,

misleading, given that he has now been forced to admit th Is allegations of yesterday are contradlcte_d by that state-
he did raise concerns about a police officer on the ACENeNt- He should have the decency to apologise, but we know
inquiry into the member for Hammond? thls_ person, we have seen this Leader of the Opp_osmon in
The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting: action for a number of years and we know that he V\_/lll notdo
The PRESIDENT: Order! The leader does not need any - He will never apologise even when he has quite clearly
help. beer\ found out maklng completely unfounded allegations
TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: My next question is: against a member of this government, because we know that
3. What was the date of the meeting between the Ministerr1e does _not have that sort of de(_:ency. . . .
for Police and the police commissioner when he first raise Itreminds me of the current dispute that is going on with
concerns about membership of the ACB inquiry into the e World Cup Soccer at the_moment. Under FIFA, they have
affairs of the member for Hammond? what they now call simulation. Those of us who saw the
4. What was the date when the particular police officerV0"ld Cup the other day saw Rivaldo take a fall where he
was hit in the leg but went down clutching his head.

referred to by the minister was formally removed from the What we h todav is a bit of simulation f th
inquiry team—I have advisedly drafted it in this way? Not the at we have seen tocay IS a bit of simufation from the

date when the commissioner says that he made the decisid’rﬁ;?gr%g?gsor%?szgg?lgﬁzt;%oﬁ Rﬁ;?ﬁ:gﬁ;?gﬁ;n dg "I?r:é
what was the date when the particular police officer abou ot is that thé Leader of the Opposition has been caught

whom concerns were raised by the minister was formall h
gpologise. In relation to the specific questions he raised, | will
gsee whether the Minister for Police wishes to respond to them

position which meant that the actual ACB inquiry team woul Ifurther

have to report through that officer to the Commissioner fo
Police?

The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting:

The PRESIDENT: Order!

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Agriculture,
Food and Fisheries): He’s not bad, the Leader of the
Opposition, is he? Yesterday in this parliament the Leader ot

the Opposition made allegations which were totally without
bp 9 y Hon. Rob Lucas’s statement yesterday has brought

any evidence whatsoever. He said that those allegations we, X : )
y 9 orward a far different set of circumstances and a far different

provided to him by a very senior government source. Wh | ion than that which disclosed by the Mini ;
was that senior government source? Are you prepared to sag.fp. anation than that which was disclosed by the Minister for
olice on 13 May and 5 June this year?

TheHon. R.l. Lucas: | wouldn’t want to reveal them. .
TheHon. P. HOLL OWAY: Oh, you wouldn't want to TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: The allegations made by the

reveal them. So, he is happy to come in here and makkeader of the Opposition yesterday are completely wrong,

allegations that were given to him by some unnamed perso%nd indeed the statement that was read out earlier from the

whom he is not prepared to name. He provides no supporting®mmissioner of Police confirms that.
evidence whatsoever, and then, today, we get a statement Membersinterjecting:

from the police commissioner which totally contradicts the T he PRESIDENT: Order!

allegations made by the Leader of the Opposition. Let us look

at one of the allegations that the leader made yesterday. He INDIGENOUS CONSULTATION

said: TheHon. R.D. LAWSON: | seek leave to make a brief

| have been further advised that the minister expressed conce ; : - L -
at at least one police officer’s being a member of that ACB inquiry@(plananon before asking the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs

into the member for Hammond. | am also advised that soon after tha&nd Reconciliation a question about indigenous consultation.
meeting, that officer and one other were removed from the inquiry Leave granted.

into the member for Hammond and replaced by other police officers. TheHon. R.D. LAWSON: In answer to questions | asked
That was the allegation made yesterday by the Leader of thie minister on 8 May, the minister indicated that a commit-
Opposition. The police commissioner has said today quitéee of inquiry was to be appointed. He said:

clearly— S We hope the inquiry will run for no more than 90 days and that
The Hon. T.G. Cameron interjecting: it will make recommendations in relation to governance.

TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: | have a supplementary
guestion.
Membersinterjecting:
The PRESIDENT: Order! The Hon. Mr Redford has a
upplementary question and he will be heard in silence.
TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: Does the minister agree that
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He did not confirm at that time that the suggested members | announced the inquiry on the basis that | was dealing at
of the inquiry who theAustralian had reported were to be that time with two organisations that could not come to
Messrs Mick Dodson, Andrew Collett, Philip Toyne and agreement on a way to proceed. During the formation of a
David Wilson. However, he did confirm that the amount tosubmission to go forward to cabinet, | was able to meet with
be expended was in the region of $300 000, which | mensome of the executive of both the Pitjantjatjara council and
tioned. the AP council, and | was able to get an understanding or an
In response to an interjection from the Hon. Dianadgreement on a joint meeting between the two parties to see
Laidlaw, he confirmed that the recommendation he hadvhether progress could be made to get the AP council and the
made—and | am quoting the minister—was to include arPitiantjatjara council to work together with a view to forming
Aboriginal woman on that committee. Yesterday, in respons@ne executive council made up of the two bodies, plus one
to a question from the Hon. Gail Gago, the minister said: service delivery body made up of AP services and the

. . . - Pitjantjatjara council services.
... weneed direct dialogue with people on the ground within the . . .
communities talking to the traditional owners, to the elders, to make When I made that announcement for the full inquiry, | did
sure that the systems of governance that are in place have been gt have at my disposal that agreement with which to

in P|ac'ftﬁytt?ﬁ i”gigenouslﬁgmﬂ"t‘ﬁ"itﬂ.estﬁ“g ti:at t.h?y ?ﬁetpaid thBegotiate. It was a last resort in negotiations to have that

respec a ey aeserve. n at Is the Tirst point—that respec . . . e .

has to be paid to the leadership within those communities. . . fhquiry at my disposal as a negotiating tool—and | may still
have to go back to it. If | cannot get the agreements that we

My questions arg: . require on the ground in terms of local governance, to assist
1. Has the minister abandoned his proposal to hold athe commonwealth and state in administering the programs
inquiry and, if so, why? needed to address the problems of petrol sniffing, alcohol

2. The minister referred to a recommendation concerningbuse, domestic violence and drug abuse, then I may have to
an Aboriginal woman in the explanation which | have given.set up the inquiry to which | have made reference.
Has the recommendation that he has made in relation to this What | presented to cabinet to be noted as a recommenda-
matter been rejected and, if so, what were the reasons for thien was a submission to have an individual mediator, Mick
rejection of that suggestion? Dodson, who has been given a brief this morning to try to
3. Will the minister indicate to the council why, as was mediate a settlement process with the two administrative
noted in a letter to theé\dvertiser today from a respected bodies and the traditional owners, which is an important
ATSIC commissioner, Mr Brian Butler (South Australia’s aspect of change in terms of governance for consultation.
own), that David Rathman has been moved from the state The terms of reference are being drafted at the moment
Department of Aboriginal Affairs to the education depart-with Mr Dodson. Mr Dodson will be assisted—not only on
ment, given that, as Mr Butler says, he has served Aboriginahy insistence but on his own insistence—by an Aboriginal
affairs admirably in this state? woman so that in the mediation process he can have that
TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal  cultural assistance that goes with the programming that he
Affairsand Reconciliation): 1 am only too happy to give an will be inquiring into. It will not be taking the form as | have
update on the discussions that we are having with the grouggiginally made a statement to the council about. It may have
within the lands and their representatives. | announced a fulb be; there may be a staged development that takes place if
inquiry, which may have been avoided temporarily—I wouldthe negotiations and mediations fail. But | am quite confident
hope permanently—as a result of our negotiations. | haveow after meeting with the executives again in Alice Springs
embarked on a more conciliatory approach to outcomesjuring the break that there is a view being expressed by the
given that there has been a change of attitude to the govermajority of the AP executive and the Pitjantjatjara executive,
ment’s position by, if not both parties, at least one. and certainly the traditional owners, who appear to be the last
In order to get the governance nght for the delivery OfVOiceS to be Consulted_ and heard,_ that all now requir_e and
human services and infrastructure to the Aboriginal peopl@e€d and are demanding a negotiated settlement using the
in the remote regionS, there was a necessity for a form (ﬁkl”S of a mediator who has been agreed to by those people.
governance that had agreement to a delivery prospect that Mick Dodson was one of three names that was put up. The
was to cooperate with a program or regime put in place by thether two names were of equal popularity, but both organisa-
previous government. That involved two stages, tier one antions agreed with Mick Dodson. The AP Council did raise the
tier two, plus the announcement that the commonwealth waguestion of using a tribal mediator, or a tribal assessor, and,
to use, at this state government’s recommendation, commurdn advice given to me, a tribal assessor would find it more
ties in the Pitjantjatjara lands for a commonwealth prograndifficult to negotiate a required outcome than perhaps a
that would assist in coming to terms with a range of problemsnediator. A mediator should have, could have, and hopefully
facing the communities. will have, more flexibility to get agreement out of both sides,
The decision by the commonwealth government to pickand my intentions are to get a combined executive as an
up the programming requirements for dissecting' if you |ike,interim measure out of both the AP Council and the Pitjant'
the communities taking a Snapshot’ |dent|fy|ng their prob.jatjara Council, to then move forward with the traditional
lems, then trying to coordinate activities at various levelsowners to deal with the myriad of administrative problems
across agencies between the commonwealth and statfat will come with the involvement of commonwealth
certainly needed a governance on the ground that was ableRéogramming within the lands.
cooperate, take ownership of and help administer those | have also been able to get the commonwealth to look at
problems. At the time | announced the inquiry, a veryCoober Pedy as an area for assessment, because of the many
complicated set of circumstances was running which needgaroblems there. Members on both sides of the council who
to be addressed, that is, the differences in views and opiniorae familiar with the Coober Pedy area would know of a
on a way to proceed by the two executives of the landvhole range of problems associated with dry areas and
councils in the Pitjantjatjara region. outcamping around the perimeter of Coober Pedy. It will look
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at some of the problems that are emanating in that community The Hon. T.G. Cameron: Restore my faith!
as well. The PRESIDENT: | wish you would restore our faith in

The priority at the moment is to engage Mick Dodson withyou, Mr Cameron.
the terms of reference, with assistance from an Aboriginal TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: | would like the shadow
woman who is not part of the community but is familiar with minister to tell us whether she still approves the removal of
the problems that the community faces and experienced igill nets from the Murray River fishery because, as | have
assisting such a mediation process and, hopefully, out of thgbinted out to this parliament before, it was part of the budget
will come a recommendation for a form of governance thabids, but it seems as though members opposite have changed
the elders can have a general meeting on and can endorse angir mind.
recommendations that come out of the mediation process. My | et me return to the question. For weeks the shadow
preferred intentions for the mediation process are to bringninister has been requesting—demanding—that | meet with
both the Pitjantjatjara Council and the Anangu Pitjantjatjarahe fishermen. It was always my intention to do so, as |
Council together, form an interim committee and then movenformed her. | am about to do that tomorrow, but it seems
towards an endorsed governance of a single committee usimgat is not good enough, and she has changed her mind. The

the elders as the final arbiter. honourable member would be well aware of the letter | sent
to the fishermen, because she quoted from a copy of it the
VISITORSTO PARLIAMENT other day. Let me read it again. The letter states:

. ) : I am inviting all licence holders in the river fishery and their
ThePRESIDENT: | draw honourable members' attention artners to meet with me in the Conference Room at the Department

today to the presence of St Michael’s College students, witf Primary Industries and Resources, Loxton, on Friday 7 June,
their tutor Rick Sommariva, who are sponsored today by theommencing at 11 a.m. A light lunch will be provided at 12.30 p.m.

member for Colton, Paul Caica. | am sure honourable Senior officers from PIRSA Fishery will be attending the meeting

members join with me in hoping that they find their visit to arr]]d ‘I’g" be available t% meet ‘{‘.’ith you i?ﬁiVig.ua"y a&er Iun_clg,
this parliament both interesting and educational. ;gﬁlggnaté;?guest suchameeting, fo further discuss the assistance

| have also invited a representative of SAFIC to attend. However,
MURRAY RIVER FISHERY the meeting is closed to members of the public, to provide licence
holders and their partners an opportunity to discuss the proposed
TheHon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER: | seek leave to arrangements without interruptions from other parties.
make a brief explanation before asking the Minister for] would have thought that was a thoroughly reasonable
Agriculture, Food and Fisheries a question about the Murrayequest. My department has contacted those fishers to see
River fishery. who was intending to come to this meeting. As | understand
Leave granted. it, one of the people attending said that he wanted to bring
TheHon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER: As we all know, along a representative, and he was reminded of the passage
the Hon. Paul Holloway has agreed, at last, to meet anih the letter. It had been raised in a number of other conversa-
consult with the river fishers, and | believe that will occur latetions, as | understand it, with my office, as | have not been
tomorrow morning at Loxton. The briefing that was offeredpersonally involved. My office informed me that they
to the Leader of the Opposition has been cancelled until afteeminded the fishermen of the position as set out in the letter.
Mr Holloway has met with the fishers. So, this is the lastit was then suggested that the particular person concerned had
opportunity for any such decision to have the scrutiny ofbeen given the imprimatur of the meeting. As | understand
parliament before these people lose their livelihood on 3@, my office conveyed the message that, if he could show that
June. in fact he was the representative of the 30 fishers who were
The fishers met on Tuesday evening to discuss their tactie®ming to the meeting, | would consider whether the adviser
and what they believe they should discuss when they meebuld attend.
with the minister. They are fishermen—they are not lawyers, How do | know if somebody turns up at this meeting
they are not accountants, they are not bankers, and they ak@ether or not they are a representative of the individual
not facilitators. So, they took a unanimous decision to ask téishers? As | understand it, that was the message conveyed
have their legal representative come with them for supporio that person: that | would consider it if he could show that
and advice. Terribly sadly, | believe that request has beene was a genuine representative of the fishers concerned. That
refused. They have been refused advice. They asked againthen does beg the point that, if we are to have one representa-
as late as this morning—and again were refused on thgve of all the fishers, perhaps | could meet that one person
ground that the adviser was not invited. My questions to theind discuss it with him. The question is: do the 30 fishers

minster are: . want to speak to me or do they want me to speak to their legal
1. Will he show some compassion and reverse thatepresentative? | am prepared to do either. It is also quite
decision and invite the adviser? clear—and was quite clear from the letter—that the fisheries

2. If not, would he be prepared to go to Loxton and meebfficers would be quite prepared to meet with the fishers and
with the fishing families without the support and advice of histheir agents in relation to the specific details.

departmental officers? We have seen an enormous amount of hypocrisy from
Members interjecting: members of the opposition in relation to this and other
The PRESIDENT: Order! The minister does not need matters. Just what do they want? Do they want to remove the

any assistance. gill nets from the fishery? Do they support it or not? It is a
TheHon. T.G. Cameron: Tell her she’s wrong. very simple question, and it is about time the opposition had
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Agriculture,  the courage to answer it. | am pursuing the policy | promised.

Food and Fisheries): | will in a moment. The opposition has been doing everything it can to frustrate
Members interjecting: that—it wants it both ways.

The PRESIDENT: Order! TheHon. T.G. Cameron: The answer is no.
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TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: | did not say no. | suggest TheHon. T.G. CAMERON: As a supplementary
that the Hon. Terry Cameron rerebldnsard. | would have  question, could the minister outline what other poisons, apart
thought that it was in the best interests of all concerned if wérom those mentioned in his reply, are available for the
waited until tomorrow, when | will discuss with the river eradication of foxes?
fishers the proposals that the government is prepared to put The Hon. P. HOLL OWAY: | will ask my department to
forward, and from that position we can then move forward supply the specifics in respect of that question.

Itis in the best interests of us all if we calm down a bit and
let that process happen. ROADWORKS, SPEED RESTRICTIONS

1080 POISON TheHon. SANDRA KANCK: | seek leave to make a
_ brief explanation before asking the Minister for Aboriginal
TheHon. J. GAZZOLA: | seek leave to make a brief Affairs and Reconciliation, representing the Minister for

explanation before asking the Minister for Agriculture, FoodTransport, a question about roadworks speed restrictions.
and Fisheries a question about 1080 poison. Leave granted.

Leave granted. _ TheHon. SANDRA KANCK : Employees or contractors

TheHon. J. GAZZOLA: It was recently reported that \orking on our roads are in a very vulnerable position and
foxes are making their way from country areas along thg,eeq 1o be protected. It is therefore appropriate that we have
Torrens River linear park in search of food. There wass km/n speed zones to protect them. | am concerned
footage of a fox in a suburban frontyard, and the concern wagowever, that at the present time the currency in effect is
that these foxes are now posing as members of the 0ppositigRing devalued. Five times in the past fortnight, when | have
and are a threat to domestic pets, backyard chooks, natifgen driving, | have had to slow down on a road where no
animals and livestock. | heard that Kent Martin, the Environ-,ork was happening. On each occasion | have encountered
mental Resources Chairman of the South Australian Farmegsos km/n speed zone more than half a block before reaching
Federation said that the 1080 program is the only cosf ¢ross street or road and, on looking to the side, | have seen
effective and efﬂment solution for controlling foxes. 1 also ihat there has been line marking in the side street or road, and
heard that 1080 poison may be taken off the market. Myhen when | have continued across, | have found that the

questions to the minister are: ) speed limit has not been increased back to 60 km/h for more
1. What is the current situation with regard to 1080tnan half a block.

poison? _ 5 As a law-maker, it is important that | set an example and
2. Will there be any changes '[O-IIS use: observe these speed signs, but on each of those five occasions
The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting: | have done so while thinking that what | was doing was

TheHon. P. HOLL OWAY (Minister for Agriculture, really farcical, because the car behind me tailgates me to push
Food and Fisheries): | thank the honourable member for his ;o along and to increase my speed, and all other cars in a

question. | was rather disappointed by the interjections fro P ;
the Hon. Angus Redford as | would have thought that ar%ﬂﬁzgfenr ;(r)eqo so have passed me. My questions to the
someone who comes from the South-East he would be wel 1. What .d tion is given & d work contract bout
aware of the concern in that region in particular about th(? : ateducation IS given to roac WOI” con rar;: ors abou
prevalence of foxes this year. The District Council of Grant.N€ Placement of signs to reduce drivers’ speed

has written to me about that matter. The question of the use_2. Does the minister consider that limiting this speed to
of 1080, or sodium fluoroacetate, is important as 1080 i25 km/h is warranted when the roadworks are occurring on
available for fox and rabbit control under strict conditions@ Cross street?

imposed by section 22 of the Controlled Substances Act 3. Is the minister concerned that imposing speed limits
1984, which requires a licence to possess specified poisonshere there are no roadworks is causing motorists to treat
Section 16 of the Controlled Substances (Poisons) Regulauch speed signs with disdain?

tions 1996 exempts possession of 1080 by farmers condition- 4, will the minister investigate this situation and provide
al on written approval from the Animal and Plant Control clear directions to road workers, so that the workers continue
Commission, the only license holder under the act. Stricio have protection, traffic flow is not unnecessarily impeded,

policy and operational guidelines have been developed by thg,q grivers are able to treat 25 km/h zones with respect?
APCC for the use of 1080 to minimise risk to human health  + . Hon T.G. CAMERON: As a supplementary—

and the environment. . .
Some concern exists that non-target species, particularly "€ PRES PENT' Hang on, we will have the question
native animals, are being killed by 1080 baits intended fognswered f'r,SI' .
foxes or rabbits. A notice in the commonwealth government - Members interjecting:
Gazette No. NRA12 of 4 December 2001 indicates that 1080  The PRESIDENT: Order!
use will be reviewed. Personal communication by my TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal
department with the National Registration Authority indicatesAffairs and Reconciliation): | will refer those important
that the scope document about what information will bequestions, and the coming supplementary, to the minister in
collected for the review is due out in July 2002. Re-registraanother place and bring back a reply.
tion will be renewed as a matter of course while the review
is conducted, which could take as long as a year. TheHon. T.G. CAMERON: As a supplementary
| also add that other poisons are available for use in baitgjuestion, will the minister also investigate instances of road
but they suffer from the same problems of non-target effectsigns being left out after hours, on weekends, etc., when
There is no guarantee that the availability of an equivalentlyoadworks are not being progressed?
effective substitute for 1080 will influence the review TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: | will refer that important
recommendations, although it may affect whether 1080 isupplementary question to the minister in another place and
deregistered. bring back a reply.
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FOSTER CARE In early 1997, the Murray-Mallee Strategic Task Force
applied for federal government funding under the Rural
TheHon. A.L. EVANS: | seek leave to make a brief Partnerships Program. Through the federal government’s
explanation before asking the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs rural plan funding, which has been matched by funding from
and Reconciliation, representing the Minister for Health, ahe South Australian government, the task force was able to
question about foster care in South Australia. employ a full-time facilitator to assist the group to accom-
Leave granted. plish its goals. At this point the Murray-Mallee Strategic Task

TheHon. A.L. EVANS: Foster care is close to my heart, Force has over 50 members, with membership on four
as my wife and | are respite foster carers. We provide care fd¥iority issue subgroups, including an 11 member executive
three children once a fortnight. Todayislvertiser contains ~ committee. The four priority issue §ubgroup members meet
an interesting article written by Melissa King on this issue.On @ regular and as needed basis, whereas the executive
The article highlights a range of problems, including delaygommittee meets every four to six weeks. Apart from input
in obtaining medical services for children, a lack of CPI-from one or two state government agency representatives, the
linked rises in subsidies and the frequent damage to carer&embership is comprised of community members who use
homes. It calls for a national framework for carers’ paymentstheir own time and resources to organise and attend meetings
for more counselling for children and insurance cover forand other activities.
carers. In October 2001, the task force finalised the development

In South Australia, 1 145 children are in foster care, whileCf @ strategic plan for the Murray-Mallee, which is entitled
there are only 640 carers. An article in thevertiser of 25 Getting Traction in the Murr_ay-MaII_ee. The Murray-MaIIee_
June 2001 stated that more than 15 per cent of children ifommunity has played a major role in the development of this
foster care had behavioural problems, which the carers wefdan through a lengthy and intensive community consultation
not trained to manage. One child who participated in thdrocess. The focus of the strategic plan is to improve the
study, which was conducted by Flinders and Adelaide/iability of the Murray-Mallee on all fronts—that is, eco-
universities, had lived in 23 homes in four weeks. Thehomically, socially and environmentally. In addition to the
government has said that it will ensure that there is a higf*ecutive committee, the task force had a chairman appointed
quality program in place to recruit foster parents, and alsgy the minister. This position has been filled, since the

provide training and support. My questions to the ministefnception of th_e task_ force, by your predecessor Mr President,
are: the Hon. Jamie Irwin. | know that task force members have

1. Does the government plan to look at insurance coverlnuc.h app_remated having an MP as chalrmap, as well as the
for carers? particular interest shown by the Hon. Mr Irwin in the work

2. Willthe government address delays that are occurring(;?f the ta;k forcg. My questions are: ;
in obtaining medical services for children placed in foster, 1. Will the m|n!ster indicate whether he_lntends to agree
care? to the task force’s request that he appoint a member of

) . . parliament as the new chairman of the task force?

3. Will the government provide more counselling for ™5 that is the case, when can an appointment be
children who are placed in foster _care’? _ expected?

4. What training and support will the government provide  The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Regional

for foster carers, specifically training to manage children withs ¢air 5): | thank the honourable member for his important

behavioural problems? . question. His description of the circumstances under which
5. What program will the government put in place tothe rural task force was set up in the Murray-Mallee high-
recruit foster parents? lights the desperation of the people in that area in those

TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal difficult years when the resources required for infrastructure
Affairs and Reconciliation): | will refer those important  support in the Murray-Mallee were not available to the same
questions to the minister in another place and bring back extent as they were in other parts of the state. We have
reply. uneven regional development due to a whole range of factors.

I must congratulate the Murray-Mallee and the development

MURRAY-MALLEE STRATEGIC TASK FORCE board in that area for the work that they do under very

_difficult circumstances.

TheHon. J.SL. DAWKINS: | seek leave to make abrief  The gap that the Murray-Mallee Strategic Task Force fills
explana}non before asking the Minister for R_eg|0nal Affairsjs currently being considered by the Office of Regional
a question about the Murray-Mallee Strategic Task Force. Affairs as to how other regions may emulate the work that

Leave granted. was done in the Murray-Mallee during those years under the

TheHon. J.SL. DAWKINS: The Murray-Mallee former premier and the guidance of a government member
Strategic Task Force was established in 1996 by the Homwvho chaired those meetings. Some of the strategic planning
Rob Kerin, then Minister for Primary Industries and Re-that is going on at the moment includes cross-community
sources, following a meeting with a delegation of concernedupport programs and the generation of ideas through
community members from the Murray-Mallee. Thesecommunity consultation. We are encouraging that to continue
community members initially came together due to theand providing some resources for the setting up of an
release of several reports on rural debt and poverty thanterchange of visits by leaders within rural areas to look at
highlighted the Murray-Mallee as a region that was havingdeas that are coming out of the more deprived areas of the
major difficulties servicing debt and maintaining a reasonablstate so that we can start to rebuild some of those areas,
quality of life. Following the formation of the task force, particularly on the West Coast and in the North and the
several community meetings were held throughout the regioNorth-East which lack resources.
to hear the concerns of the community. From these meetings, The future of the strategic task force is assured: first,
a number of major issues were raised. because it was a demand of the community that the gap
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between the Regional Development Board, the economic TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal

development boards and the state bodies be filled by mowffairsand Reconciliation): | will refer those questions to

direct contact by local people. It appears that that is workinghe Attorney-General in another place and bring back a reply.

in the Murray-Mallee. | have met with two members of the

executive of the task force and given them an assurance that BIOLOGICAL SURVEY

their situation will be given consideration. | understand that

the Hon. David Ridgway is a member of that committee. ~ TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: | seek leave to make a
An honourable member interjecting: brief explanation before asking the Minister for Aboriginal
TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: Was a member of the Affairs and Reconciliation, representing the Minister for

opposition backbench invited to sit on that committee? Environmentand Conservation, a question on the biological

understand that an invitation was to be sent to both &urvey of South Australia.

government member and a member of the opposition. That Leave granted.

invitation is probably in the mail. TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: | understand that a survey
The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting: of the state’s biodiversity began in 1984. The information
TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: No, it will be a good collected is used to inform biodiversity planning and

example of cooperation and bipartisanship working inconservation management in South Australia. Will the

regional areas. minister advise the council about the progress of the biologi-
An honourable member interjecting: cal survey of South Australia?
TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: Oh, eventually that will TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal

happen. | hope there are backbench members on our siddfairs and Reconciliation): | am pleased to be able to
fighting to get onto committees such as the task force so thapdate the parliament on the success of this 30 year environ-
they can meet in places such as Pinnaroo and Lameroo fental program, given that we celebrated the 30th anniversa-
familiarise themselves with the geography and the difficulty of World Environment Day yesterday. The survey is a
issues that have to be dealt with and then, in a bipartisan wagtatewide audit of plants and animals across South Australia.
bring solutions (to problems that regional and rural peopld he survey was established by the former Labor government
want) to both the parliament and the committees that work 1984, and it is the most comprehensive biological survey
hard within the parliamentary fora. They do not want theof its type in Australia. It has collected data from 15 000
politics of diffusion and discord; they want problems solved.vegetation sites and 4 000 vertebrae sites spread across the
I know that the Hon. lan Gilfillan goes out into the regionsstate.
quite a bit. He will probably want to be invited, and he will It has produced the most complete database of its kind. No
probably get letters of invitation as well. It is a matter of other state or territory has such a valuable resource; and the
linking community groups, bureaucratic structures andnformation collected is used to inform biodiversity planning
economic development boards at a local level with theand conservation managementin South Australia. It plays an
parliamentary process, and we will do everything that we cafmportant role in the management of existing protected areas.

on our side of the council to enable that to continue. The state government is seeking commonwealth government
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw interjecting: funding for surveys of the Murray River flood plain, the Mid
The PRESIDENT: Order! North and Yorke Peninsula. Surveys currently underway and
near completion cover the West Avenue Range, the South-
CRIMINAL INJURIES COMPENSATION East, the Anangu Pitjantjatjara lands, the southern Mount

Lofty Ranges and the Simpson, Terowie and Pedirka deserts.
TheHon. J.F. STEFANI: | seek leave to make a brief Surveys in progress include Eyre Peninsula and the Great
explanation before asking the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs Victorian Desert.
and Reconciliation, representing the Attorney-General, a The Department of Environment and Heritage maintains
question about the criminal injuries compensation fund.  bjodiversity information and digital vegetation maps pro-
Leave granted. duced from all the surveys. These databases are accessed by
TheHon. J.F. STEFANI: In an article published in the thousands of people every year, including naturalists,
Advertiser of Monday 27 May 2002, the Attorney-General environmental consultants, local government, state depart-
(Hon. Michael Atkinson) was reported to be consideringments and the commonwealth government. The statewide
legislative changes to provide greater powers for the confissurvey is expected to be completed by 2015. | expect that, as
cation of criminal property based on the Western Australiahis program was initiated by a Labor government, it will be
model. In the same article, it was reported that, since theompleted by a Labor government. Surveys are also being
confiscation laws were introduced in South Australiain 1993done of a marine nature in preparation for the siting of
more than $3 million in assets have been seized. Thgquacuhure programming where it exists.
proceeds of these assets have been paid into the criminal
injuries compensation fund to award compensation to victims YOUTH, PORT LINCOLN
of crime. My questions are:
1. Will the Attorney-General advise the total amountheld TheHon. IAN GILFILLAN: | seek leave to make an
in the criminal injuries compensation fund as at 30 June irexplanation before asking the Minister for Regional Affairs
each of the following years: 1999, 2000 and 20017 a question about youth facilities in Port Lincoln.
2. What was the total number of victims of crime who Leave granted.
received compensation for each of the above years and the TheHon. IAN GILFILLAN: InthePort Lincoln Times
respective total amount paid during each period? of 23 May, it was indicated that there was a significant
3. What was the total amount collected and paid into thg@roblem with funding for youth participation and recreation
criminal injuries compensation fund for each of the yearseeds in Port Lincoln. Youth Connection, a drop-in centre for
detailed in my first question? recreation and games, has shut its doors. This has been done
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so the Port Lincoln council can bulldoze the building for Leave granted.
foreshore redevelopment. TheHon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER: By way of an
Information provided by Youth Connection coordinator answer to a question from the Hon. Robert Sneath yesterday,
Margaret Argent shows that up to 140 young people wergéhe Minister for Agriculture, Food and Fisheries read into
spending time at the centre on the weekends. Currently, theéansard a letter from South Australian Recreational Trails
centre is managed by West Coast Youth Services’ Grahamc. alleging, amongst other things, that | had misled the
Steele. Mr Steele said that he and the volunteers are very keparliament because | alleged that inappropriate consultation
to continue the service that they provide for the young peoplaad taken place with farmers along the federation trail. | seek
of Port Lincoln. He said also that they have been searchingave to read a copy of a letter which has been faxed to me
for alternative premises but one of the only current relocatiorand which entirely vindicates my position.

prospects, the broadbased faCIIIty atthe Bapt|St Church, will ThePRESIDENT: Order! Your responsib”ity under the

not be available for a couple of years. . . standing order is to address a material part of your statement
One young person, Zach Stewart, said the closing dowfyhere you have been misquoted or misunderstood. We are
of Youth Connection was a serious negative. He said: not here to debate it. The standing order does not provide for

I reckon it's bad. This place is really good and | don’t want to seethat. Are you saying this is your explanation of where you
it closed down. It's got a pool table and games. It's got everythinghave been misquoted or misunderstood?
This issue also comes at a time when former Youth Advisory TheHon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER: It is my explan-
Committee member, Jaime Caruana, says that the counaition as to where | was misrepresented. This is a copy of a
does not understand or listen to the young people in Potetter from the Chair of the Community Services Committee
Lincoln. The council cut the youth committee in April citing of the South Australian Farmers Federation which was sent
the lack of members, yet Ms Caruana points out that it hatb the minister and also, | believe, the Hon. lan Gilfillan: The
not been given time to conduct further recruitment. She sayietter states:

that they have had to put enormous effort into lobbying the e Federation wishes to respond to a letter tabled in parliament
council for youth facilities, such as the proposed skate parksy the SA Recreational Trails Inc (SARTI) in regard to their alleged
but she believes the council has ‘acted unfairly’ in axing theconsultation process offered to landholders affected by the Federa-
committee. tion Walking Trail in the Murray Bridge council area.

; ; We are currently taking instruction from members as to the lack
Meanwhile, Mayor Peter Davis says that the youth WET& t consultation that has taken place in regard to the Federation Trail

given ‘neither special nor unfair treatment’ by council andang other recreational trails in the state. The initial contact letter from
that ‘it sees the youth in the city as the same as anybody’. HSARTI to affected landholders is included for your information.
acknowledges that they are the future of the town, but fails Anecdotal evidence received from our membership indicates they
to address the needs they have, or provide any reason to Stibﬂ”eved the initial letter received from SARTI to be a directive of

; intent to enter and use land leased from our members, not in any way
around for the future. A regional town that laments th.einformation of any consultative process. This letter stated that ‘This

exodus of its youth yet provides no incentive to stay iSjatter piece traverses land owned by yourself and the purpose of this
obviously heading for an early demise. Two years ago | raetter is to assure you that we will be guiding walkers only along the
a regional youth forum after an LGA audit found an enor-road reserve.’ _ _
mous disparity between metropolitan and regional council We are sure that you would agree this does not sound like

; ; ; ; rrespondence informing landholders that there is a proposal for a
funding for youth services. This case seems to continue %?ilking trail, asking a landholder for their comments or any such

long-term trend of regional local government ignoring itsproposal, or even asking politely if they can utilise a road reserve

youth. My questions are: leased by a landholder. This was correspondence stating that SART!I
1. Will the minister investigate this Port Lincoln matter would be accessing and completing their proposal regardless.

and endeavour to find a solution for the youth of the town? Nowhere in the received correspondence does it state that land-

. : olders are able to lodge input to a formal public consultation
2. Has he met with regional local government mayors t rocess, nor does the correspondence outline any method of

discuss plans to keep youth in regional South Australia?  resolving any issues raised by consultation with our members. It is
3. Does he have a plan to ensure youth are not lost talso interesting to note that the initial letter states that the Federation

regional South Australia? Trail aﬁe%tinghthe members isbnearirg)g f<:omp|etifon, wlhich wc;ulc_i

. ; suggest that the process was begun before any formal consultation

The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister .fo.r Reglonal wa%gundertaken.p 9 y

Affairs): | will refer that question to the minister in another \ye are further concerned that the proponent received an

place and bring back a reply. | agree with many of theextensive list of issues relating to public use of a trail or on adjacent

comments made by the honourable member, and report thattprivate land. These issues were raised well before the opening of

from my personal knowledge a lot of local governmentth€ trial. However, the proponent elected to open the Federation Trial

programs in regional areas do a good job for young peoplgﬁ;ocrgetpqgtl)lses.ues raised by the member were addressed, which is

and put a lot of resources into trying to support them. There |, oyr experience this correspondence does in no way amount to

are others, such as in this case, which act negatively. any form of invitation for involvement to a consultation process.
Neither give a proper time frame for the responses to be received by
KNIVES, CARRYING the proponent, then addressed, nor does it provide a formal

framework for the execution of a consultation period. This was a

- - token effort by SARTI to sweep landholders issues to one side while
T_he Hon. T.G. R_QBERT_S (M 'n'Ster _for Abo“g'nal continuing to complete the proposal. We feel that our members have

Affairsand ReCOﬂCI'Iatlon). | table a ministerial statement peen very badly treated by the proponent throughout this entire

made by the Attorney-General in another place on knives iprocess.

and near licensed premises at night. We are requesting that the minister and shadow minister for
agriculture present a bipartisan approach for the sake of those under
FEDERATION TRAIL your portfolio in an attempt to resolve the many issues surrounding

walking trails. We must also state that these proposals are for
. RECREATION and that they could have very wide-ranging and
TheHon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER- | seek leave to  |engthy negative impact on primary producers’ LIVELIHOODS if
make a personal explanation. they are not correctly addressed and resolved.
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That was my issue originally, and | hardly think that | misled CANE TOADS
the parliament.
P In reply toHon. J.S.L. DAWKINS (7 May).

TheHon. P. HOLL OWAY: The Minister for Environment and
Conservation has advised that:

REPLIESTO QUESTIONS 1. Cane toads are prohibited from entry, sale and possession in
South Australia under the Animal and Plant Control (Agricultural
Protection and Other Purposes) Act 1986. However, toads are

MOTOR ACCIDENT COMMISSION sometimes inadvertently introduced into the Adelaide area and
elsewhere in the state in plants, furniture and vehicles brought from
In reply toHon. NICK XENOPHON (14 May). tropical areas. The Animal and Plant Control Commission maintains

: . . surveillance for possible incursions of cane toads into South
TheHon. P. HOL LOWAY: The Deputy Premier has provided astralia. Any reports of escaped or released toads are investigated
the following information: and eradicated. Anyone who sees a suspicious toad is advised to
1. The Motor Accident Commission has forecast a loss ofbring it to the commission for identification.
$55.5 million to 30 June 2002. Furthermore latest CTP Fund results Whilst the possible spread of cane toads in the Murray Darling
reveal an increase in outstanding claims and liabilities and based @ystem is a major concern, there is a low risk that low populations
the latest advice from actuaries Brett & Watson, the Motor Accidenwill survive at Renmark. Scientists from the CSIRO Division of
Commission’s best estimate is that at 30 June 2002 the solven&ntomology have used a sophisticated computer model (CLIMEX)
level will be 4 per cent approximately. Naturally the forecast isto predict the potential distribution of cane toads based on climatic
subject to a number of variables, including volatility in investmentdata. This research by Sutherst, Floyd and Maywald entitted
earnings and any changes in claim experience which cause ttRetential Geographical Distribution of the Cane Toad, Bufo marinus
actuarial estimates to change. L inAustralia published in 1995 it€onservation Biology, suggests
2. No there has not. The same methodology has been applidgat little, if any, of South Australia is suitable for cane toads. The
consistently throughout the period. authors used the known distribution of cane toads in Central
. . America, Mexico and southern Texas to determine ecoclimatic
3. The Motor Accident Commission has for a number of yearsyarameters for their model. The values indicate that the toad is most
committed significant funds to road safety. Funding of $3.6 milliongyccessful under hot wet conditions and is sensitive to prolonged
is allocated annually to a range of preventative programs for _roaéold. Experimental data indicates development and survival
safety and rehabilitation to assist the victims of motor vehicleyhreshold temperatures of 16°-19°C for aquatic stages which
accidents, their families and friends. MAC’s philosophy is to provideyangiates to 12°-15°C for ambient air temperature. The analysis
support to the State’s effort to reduce road crashes and its fundi ing the CLIMEX model indicates the toad could permanently
allocation has been benchmarked (positively) against other CTP fundhapit the wet coastal areas from Port Macquarie in the east to
insurers around Australia. Broome in the west. Furthermore in the southern parts of this range
4. On1June 1999 MAC wrote to the former treasurer attachingow ecoclimatic matches suggest that the species is unlikely to reach
package of recommendations which had been developed by Mr Gahjgh population levels. Based on long term average climate the
Davis (then associate professor and now dean of law, Flinderguthors found that the ecoclimatic index for South Australia is
University) and Mr Stephen Walsh QC to minimise the risk to thenegligible. The authors have run the model specifically for the
South Australian CTP fund of international forum shopping. Thewetlands in the Murray using temperature alone as the variable and
treasurer approved the referral of the package to the former attornefpund they may survive but under stress and in low numbers.
general for comment. The Commonwealth Government has allocated $1 million over

: ~ two years (2001-2002) under the Natural Heritage Trust's National
On 5 April 2000, the former attorney-general wrote to MAC Feral Animal Control Program to fund bio-technological research to

(refer attachment) explaining that some of the recommendatlonfs duce the impact of cane toads on native wildlife. CSIRO scientists
appeared to be contrary to the basic rationale of the CTP sche om the Cooperative Research Centre for Pest Animal Control are
The former attorney-general concluded that he was not convince ) P . i
of the desirability of the wide ranging amendments to laws to addresaSarching for a genetic weakness that can be targeted with biotech-
the forum shopping concern ology. The Commonwealth Government had previously funded a
. . " . . . long-term project to find a biological control agent against the cane

The rights of a tourist to issue legal proceedings in a foreignoad. This project failed to find any suitable agents and was
country in order to receive the benefit of its laws, to the detrimenapandoned.
of the South Australian CTP fund, very much depends on the ‘choice Based on current scientific knowledge there are no methods that
of law’ rules that apply in that particular jurisdiction. Itis a complex will prevent the natural spread of toads down river systems. Even in
area of the law but it is possible, in the example given by Mra well resourced world heritage area like Kakadu National Park there
Xenophon, for a US tourist who was injured in Australia as aresulhas been no method available to prevent their self-introduction
of a South Australian registered motor vehicle to return to the UShrough natural dispersal. A report by van Dam, Walden and Begg
and issue legal proceedings in order to receive the benefit of the lawiled A preliminary risk assessment of cane toads in Kakadu
of that country. However, for that process to be effective, it requireNational Park, conducted by the Commonwealth Office of the
the defendant to be answerable to the US jurisdiction. This iSupervising Scientist in 2002 recommended that Parks Australia
possible if the defendant was within the jurisdiction to accept servicéJorth manage the invasion of cane toads initially by ensuring that
of the legal proceedings or if, for example, that jurisdiction allowedmonitoring efforts are underway to assess the impacts of cane toads
for service on the defendant in Australia. upon the natural and cultural values of Kakadu and by investigating

Once service of proceedings has legitimately been attended tB}easures by which cane toads can be managed on a localised basis.
the courts in the US could hear the case. It is also possible that the The Animal and Plant Control Commission maintains close links
US jurisdiction would observe its own domestic laws and deliver awith the current research and will seek to use any practical methods
substantial judgment. Once delivered, our commonwealth Foreigip control the pest.
Judgments Act could give recognition to the judgment. Thus, MAC

would be required to provide indemnity for all liability in connection ADELAIDE WOMEN'S PRISON
with the personal injuries arising out of the use of the South
Australian registered motor vehicle. In reply toHon. T.G. CAMERON.

TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: The Minister for Correctional Ser-

Currently, MAC has 33 claimants who are residing overseas. Thg;ceq has heen advised by the Department for Correctional Services
total estimated value of those claims is approximately ¢ine following information:

AUDS$7 million, but this estimate relies on the claims being settled™ ", responding, it is important to clarify terms. The question of

in accordance with South Australian law. ‘how many were found innocent’ has been defined as *how many
5. The Motor Accident Commission is anticipating an increasewere not found guilty or convicted of any offence’.

in reinsurance premium rates of between 15 per cent and 35 per cent, 543 women were remand during the period 1999-2001. Of those

due predominantly to the events of September 11. It is not possibl&10 (20.3 per cent) were not found guilty or convicted of any

to be more precise due to the volatility in that market and a lack obffence, 75 (13.8 per cent) were still awaiting finalisation, and three

certainty about whether full cover, including terrorism cover will be had application related matters. This meant that 355 (65.4 per cent)

available and, if so, at what cost. had been found guilty or convicted of at least one offence.
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The Department for Correctional Services is actively pursuingof the Hughes case, and members should be indebted to him
options for the development of a new women'’s prison, the provisioffor that explanation. Notwithstanding that, | believe that in

of which would allow greater opportunity to consider the separatio ; ; ; ;
of remand and sentenced prisoners. Tfuture we must use a better mechanism than exists in this

While every effort is made to keep sentenced and reman@articular legislation to achieve national standards. | support
prisoners separate, there are circumstances when remand prison@‘r@ second reading.
may choose to be co-located with sentenced prisoners. The circum-
stances to which | refer include work and protection. ) TheHon. R.K. SNEATH secured the adjournment of the
I would like to remind the honourable member that the Adelaideyapate
Remand Centre is a facility provided for remand male offenders '
only.
y SUPPLY BILL

Adjourned debate on second reading.
(Continued from 5 June. Page 354.)

TheHon. M .J. ELLIOTT: I did not take the opportunity
to speak during the Address in Reply, so there are some
matters that | will raise now, because | think they are equally
relevant to the Supply Bill, in so far as it is part of the overall

Adjourned debate on second reading. process of funding the workings of this state.

(Continued from 4 June. Page 266.) | want to flag some caution, which | have been flagging

for the past couple of years, and it is something of which the

TheHon. R.D. LAWSON: | wholeheartedly support the governmentis well aware in any case. We are certainly going
Agricultural and Veterinary Products (Control of Use) Bill through a period now where traditionally the new government
which was introduced into the previous parliament and is th&ays that things are worse than it thought they would be, and
result of significant consultations over a long period of time the opposition says that they are not. There is much of that
However, | should not let it pass that this legislation is in aparticular debate at the moment. However, the former
form which makes it extremely difficult for laypersons to opposition knew things were not good before it was elected,
comprehend its full import. One of the great advantages oknd it always knew that there would be some difficulty.
the new information technology is that legislation and Other than that, in this case the cry that things are bad or
regulations in South Australia are available free and onlinghat we are at risk is unfortunately well placed. During the
to anyone in the state who has internet access. That meaperiod between the time we became aware that Labor would
that farmers in rural areas and people in country towns, aéke government and the break that ensued as it sought to get
well as people in the metropolitan area, can access instantés act together—and still seems to be to some extent—I took
neously an up-to-date copy of South Australian legislationthe opportunity to travel overseas, particularly to look at
It is very important that our legislation and our regulations beaspects of regional development. | am not talking of regions
accessible, available and, one would hope, comprehensibMithin South Australia—although that is a matter in which |

However, legislation of the kind that we have before usam vitally interested, and | was one of the originators of the
requires a great deal of cross-referencing, and all the materiegional Development Association in South Australia—but,
necessary to have an understanding of a particular provisidather, in looking at South Australia as a region. | will have
is not readily available. For example, in the definitions of thisah opportunity on a later occasion to speak at some length
bill, which refers occasionally to the Agvet Code of Southabout what | saw when | travelled.
Australia, there is cross-referencing to another piece of When | metwith people | was saying at the time that | was
legislation, namely, the Agricultural and Veterinary Chemi-looking at regional development because | felt that South
cals (South Australia) Act 1994. Australia for some time had been under-performing and that

That act is accessed easily, because one then goes outé# were at some grave risk, because of the structure of the
the internet page, into another piece of legislation, finds th#dustry in South Australia, particularly if the Australian
definition there and pursues it. That is an undesirable forrflollar moved upwards, which I said I thought it was likely to
of cross-referencing, but not fatal. However, the definitionglo. Even since | was in Europe saying those things the
state: Australian dollar has gone up about 10 per cent.

MRL Standard means the National Registration Authority for 1 h€Hon. R.D. Lawson: As a result of what you said
Agricultural and Veterinary Chemicals|RL Sandard—Maximum  probably.
Residue Limits Food. . . published by the Australian Government TheHon. M.J. ELLIOTT: Not as a result of, but it was
Publishing Service, Canberra, as amended from time to time.  gpvigus that it was going to happen. In fact, it has risen 20
That document may not be as readily available as the Soutter cent since the trough, which was not all that long ago
Australian acts and regulations. Once again, although thisow. That is important for the South Australian economy
legislation is complementary—and | am not critical of thosewhen you look at the structure of it. If we look at what is
who are proposing it—the legal fraternity, as well as thedoing well and how susceptible those things are to the
bureaucracy, have something to answer for in devising thisovement of the Australian dollar, what has been doing well?
type of legislation. This regulation ought be understood The car industry has been doing particularly well. Where
readily and easily by its practitioners, and it ought behas it been exporting to? It has been exporting to the United
accessible. States and the Middle East. An obvious movement in the

Whilst | support the measure and the philosophy behind\ustralian dollar of some 20 per cent will have a significant
it, and the objects to be achieved by it, | deplore the methodnpact upon the competitive ability of the Australian
used to achieve that. | know the minister was kind enough tenanufacturers in the United States. That comes as no
put intoHansard additional material in relation to the effect surprise. How much lift in the Australian dollar we can have

AGRICULTURAL AND VETERINARY PRODUCTS
(CONTROL OF USE) BILL
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before it has a dramatic effect on exports only time will tell, not good news for us. Treasury figures show that from 2001
but a 20 per cent increase clearly will have a significanbnwards South Australia will be increasingly worse off in net
impact. terms than had we not sold our electricity assets.

Itis also worth noting that the sale of Australian carsinto  The gap between state and Australian weekly earnings has
the Middle East is transacted in American dollars. So far agecreased from $47 to $29 since 1993. However, the gap
we are in any competition with cars coming out of North between per capita household income has increased over the
America, then we have lost the 20 per cent advantage againsdme period per household by $2 277 and disposable income
them as well. The Australian dollar has also risen, not juspy $2 308. South Australia has the lowest per capita gross
against the American dollar but also to a lesser extent againgbusehold income of the mainland states. When one looks at
the Euro and quite a few other currencies. The good newgnemployment figures, it is important to look at trend figures
about the strength of the Australian economy is bad news faind, even more importantly, we must look at the participation
South Australia in terms of our ability to export cars and cafate.

parts. - ) While the government has continually grasped at one set
Unfortunately, it will also put a lot of pressure on the wine ¢ figures, the raw unemployment data in terms of the
ind.ustry. Anyone who has _travelled overseas Wil! know th_atpercentag’e of people designated unemployed—and the
while we are proud—and rightly so—of our wine industry in gefinition of ‘unemployed’ needs to be looked at carefully—
terms of its quality and the speed of its growth if you 100k ong e needs to look behind those figures to see the real picture,
the shelves of European supermarkets at wines being Solghyich shows a significant deterioration. In South Australia
Australian only make up only a small component of what ishe participation rate has been far worse than in other states.
there, or at least outside the United Kingdom. Sitting nexit soth Australia had the same participation rate as the other
door to them are wines coming out of other countries withgiates_the same number of people actively seeking work—

rapidly growing wine industries, for example, South Americagan our unemployment rate in trend terms would not be 6 per
and eastern Europe—places like Bulgaria and northern Italyg ¢ plus but 11.7 per cent.

| was surprised to see how much they have moved in

terms of their technology for grape growing, and to look at Itis dlfferent_be_c_ause, in South Australia over a long
the vineyards in northern lItaly is not much different from period of time, significant numbers of people have given up

looking at those in Australia. They have adopted the Samlgoklng for work which is not there. In December 2001, youth

S - S : tnemployment in original terms was 27.2 per cent, which is
trellising and drip technology we are using in Australia. SO'stiII nowhere near good enough. The South Australian trend
with the movement of the Australian dollar, combined with 9 9h.

the fact that other countries are working vigorously, anothepart'c'p"’ltlon rate was 60.3 per cent in December, while the

genuine success story in South Australia will be undepaﬂqnal rate was 63.5 per cent, anq that difference in
significant pressure. We knew that it would struggle tOparnupa‘uon rate can be directly hiked into unemployment.

sustain the growth it has had so far, but that will apply even 1he other very worrying trend is that there has been no
more pressure. growth in fuII-_tlme work in South Australia since 1993. If_one
To take things further, we know we have been bIesseJPOkS at theflgures,_there has been no real net growth in fqll-
with a series of good seasons and good commodity priceiMme eémployment since 1993. All of the growth has been in
Those commodity prices are underpinned by the Australiat'® aréa of casual and part-time work. You cannot base a
dollar being low. Not only does it give us more return onSuStainable economy on large percentages of the population
Australian dollars but makes us more competitive. They ar&€ing reliantupon casual and part-time work. Itis one of the
the three areas of the economy that have been most importdpgior challenges that faces South Australia. At this stage,
to us over the past five or six years and one would have to sd{jee are very few bright lights.
that all of those areas will be at some significant risk. In fact, the only one | have seen in recent times is the
The other side is that, despite the fact that those industri€goles group of companies, which has said that it is committed
have performed well, what is the truth about how the Souttio making all of its employees permanent. | spoke in this
Australian economy has travelled over the past eight yearg#ace some two years ago after visiting one of its stores at
From 1993 to 2001, on average each year the South Au&irle, the first store to move to have entirely permanent staff.
tralian gross state product growth per capita was about 1.4 pét that stage it reported that a consequence of that was that
cent behind the gross domestic product growth for Australiathe productivity of the store had improved in a whole range
Every year we fell 1.4 per cent behind the rest of the nationof ways, because the employees could see that the company
The gap between GSP and GDP, between South Australia af@s now committed to them, they were committed to the
nationally, from 1993 to 2001 increased by $1 808. That i$ompany, and career paths were available. Only two days
the difference in productivity per person in South Australia.2go, | think it was, | read in a paper that Coles is now moving
There was a similar decline in relative state final demando do that right throughout its work force. There needs to be
versus Australian final demand. We have the worst GSP ghuch more of that.
any mainland state and the gap has been widening, even South Australia in particular is suffering from a lot of that
during this period when the government has been telling usasual part-time work, and much of it has been coming from
we have been going so well. these industries that have been booming. | am not referring
This is undeniable as it is from the Australian Bureau ofto the car industry, but the wine industry is a major employer
Statistics and not something pulled out of the air. Certainlyof casual labour. Some people take the attitude: take any job
we have enjoyed good export growth, but there will be ayou can get; you are lucky. At the end of the day, you might
major challenge for the state to sustain that. My concern imnake that comment to an individual, but you cannot have
that we have not been growing strongly in the newwhole communities with a large percentage of the people not
technology areas or as strongly as have other states. Betwegving permanency in work, and not being able to make the
November 1993 and 2001, $8.5 billion of state public assetsorts of commitments that we in this place take for granted,
were sold for a net reduction in debt of $5 billion, which is such as buying a home or a car because you can get a loan.



Thursday 6 June 2002 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 367

South Australia has some major challenges ahead of dted by the parliament. However, parliament’s scrutiny of
and, in the drafting of the budget, | am sure the governmerttudgetary matters has become more form than substance.
will take that into account. There are some people who say, Estimates committees were introduced to this parliament
‘Don't talk down South Australia.” | am not talking down a number of years ago. It is a process in which the Legislative
South Australia. | am saying that that is the situation rightCouncil does not play any part, and | think from a personal
now that we have to face up to. For the past eight years, wgoint of view—I am not sure that all in my party agree with
have had nothing but denial, and still to this day we have théhis—that is regrettable. In my view, the committees are not
Leader of the Opposition trying to say what a wonderful joban effective mechanism for holding accountable executive
the previous government had done. government. The exclusion of this council from the process

The figures speak for themselves. South Australia is in &, | think, regrettable. | believe that we should be looking at
very fragile position. It has not performed as well as the res@pplying a system similar to the Senate estimates committee
of the country, despite growth in three areas—areas which afgocess in Canberra, because | do believe that members of the
particularly susceptible to movement in the Australian dollarLegislative Council should play some role in this important
movement that was inevitable and which is now happeningneasure of accountability. When the Constitutional Conven-
and is likely to happen further over the next year or so. Théion starts, that is a matter which | think anyone looking
next two years will be fairly crucial to the future of South seriously at our parliamentary and governmental system
Australia, and there is a major challenge for this governmergghould examine.
and for this parliament. | support the bill. I think it is deplorable that the ministerial statement today

on the subject of this convention does not mention its terms

TheHon. R.D. LAWSON: | too support this Supply Bill, 0f reference or its processes. It simply states, somewhat
which is the traditional device for the government to ensurélandly:
that the public services of this state can continue to be The process of the convention has not yet been formalised.

delivered from 1 July until the Appropriation Bill is intro- There js no undertaking to consult with the opposition, other
duced, considered and passed by parliament. That may not Bgrties represented in this parliament or the community
until as late as October or perhaps even later this year. Sgenerally about the terms of reference. There is no blueprint
this bill, which appropriates some $2.6 billion from the fo the processes of the commission. The only important
Consolidated Account, will enable public servants to be paigheasure that the ministerial statement addresses is the fact
and services to continue to be delivered. that $570 000 has been put in a special deposit account and

As the Leader of the Opposition in this place pointed outthat four staff members will be dedicated to the project. How
there is a nice question as to whether in accordance witthey are appointed—by whom—remains unstated, although
traditional practices changes can be made by the incomirigis fair to believe that they will be selected by the Speaker,
government to the programs which have been announcgsbssibly in consultation with the government. There is no
previously and approved. I note that there is to be a Constittassurance that anyone else in this parliament will have a say.
tional Convention as a result of the agreement between theis stated:

Labor Party and the member for Hammond. An informal group of constitutional experts is being gathered to
Just today the Attorney-General made a ministeriaivrite papers.

statement in which it is interesting to note that cabinet hagvho is gathering these constitutional experts? Who is

proposed a budget of $570 000 for the Constitutionakelecting them? Who is having some input into the agenda

Convention process. It is a rather unusual announcement {@ms that they are to address?

make at this Stage—Clearly as a result of the deal with the As we move forward, the oppOSition will Certaimy be

member for Hammond—because these funds are to be hejgsting the government on this matter of the Constitutional

in a special deposit account as an administered item withitonvention and, speaking for myself, | believe that it will be

the Attorney-General's Department. This rather unusuan ineffective convention if it does not address the role of this

measure of appropriation is being adopted, and it woulgharliament with respect to the finances of the state. | support
appear that $570 000 is being made available to the membgje pijl.

for Hammond as Speaker for the purposes of his proposed
Constitutional Convention. It is a rather unusual view ofthe  The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: One of the most important
way in which public finances should be applied. roles of parliamentary government is the control over the
TheAustralian reported that the Speaker, in negotiationsraising of public moneys and the accountability for its
with the Labor Party earlier this week, demanded that thiexpenditure. It is basic, and it permeates all government
money be made available and that it be made available thactivity. As part of our system of government, it has been
week before parliament rose. | think it is most regrettable thatecognised that the Crown, or the executive arm of govern-
the finances of this state are at the beck and call of on@ent, cannot raise a tax or a levy without a grant from
particular member with whom the government party hagarliament. That has been recognised since the 16th century.
entered into an arrangement. In other words, the raising of taxes by the executive must
While talking about the Constitutional Convention, if itis have some statutory or parliamentary authority. As part of
a serious attempt to review the constitutional, governmentdhis fundamental basis of our system of government, on
and parliamentary structures in this state, the finances of tH€Ceipt, all public moneys must be paid into Treasury. Section
state are something that could seriously be looked aP Of the Public Finance and Audit Act 1987 provides:
Traditionally, of course, parliamentary appropriation and Moneys and revenues of the Crown should be credited to the
parliamentary authorisation of expenditure is at the cornerfconsolidated Account.
stone of our system of government. When you look at the&Section 6 of the Public Finance and Audit Act 1987 provides:
constitutional texts, it is clear that revenue cannot be raised Money must not be issued or applied from the Consolidated
and money cannot be spent unless appropriated, and appropkecount except under the authority of a Supply Act.
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This bill is promulgated as a consequence of section 6 of th&remier, and those terms were used by His Honour in the
act. This bill authorises the government to appropriatgudgment.
$2.6 billion from the Consolidated Account for the Public  TheHon. T.G. Roberts: It's a tenuous link to supply.

Service of the state for the financial year ending 30 June TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: No, it's not. You raise your
2003. It goes on and makes some provision concerningoint of order: | am happy to argue it.

changed agency functions or duties. According to Bradley TheHon. T.G. Roberts: No, I'm just saying it's tenuous.
Selway's bookThe Conslitution of South Australia, an TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: It is not tenuous at all. The

appropriation by the parliament is merely an authority for the,emper obviously has not been listening.

Crown to spend public moneys. Yes, snap. In other words, The PRESIDENT: Order!

this is the fun side of public policy; the spending of money. TheHon. T.G Ca.meron' 'I was listening too, and | was
Nothing makes a politician happier than the opportunityaying trouk;JIe.—. ' ’

to spend public money. It is normal that supply acts give a " he Hon, A.J. REDFORD: Perhaps it is just a bit
general appropriation, and determinations as to exactly ho\‘i’omplex for the honourable member.

that money is to be spent can be made after the appropriation. The PRESIDENT: Order! Let us just say that this is the

Supply bills are 'e$5 common Sin.ce the last governmentaq; effort so far. The Hon. Mr Redford has the call.
adopted the practice of presenting budgets before the TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: The Attorney-General, on 27

expiration of the financial year. That occurred in 1995. In th . o
: : : . May 2002, asked the Auditor-General (whose office is
case of this year, the budget will be presented in the followm% %tablishe d under the act through which this bill is being paid)

financial year as a consequence of the election and the cha . - -
of government. report on the indemnity and §a|d that the government
) ) ) would write to the member for Bright and ask whether the

Mr Acting President, you may be interested to know thajndemnity ought to be withdrawn and, in particular, the basis
the payment of the Governor’s salary, the salaries of judicialpon which it can properly be said that he was acting in the
officers and MPs’ salaries, allowances and superannuation a8 yrse of his ministerial duties. He was also asking for
not dependent upon the passage of this bill, or bills of thigarticulars of losses that he would suffer attributable to his
type, being the subject of separate acts of parliament. fliance upon the indemnity. He concluded that the govern-
suppose it enables us to be more dispassionate in Ofent had not made up its mind.
consideration of the Supply Bill. This begs some issues in relation to the potential liability

I would like to offer some comments on and advice toof the state in terms of what money might be incurred as a
some ministers on the expenditure that inevitably follows th&onsequence of the appropriation of money pursuant to this
authorisation created by this bill. One of the items that thishill—and there are a number of issues that have to be
Supply Bill will authorise is the payment of money. Last considered. First, should there be an appeal against the
week, an issue concerning the payment of money arose asiacision of Judge Rice, whether it be on liability, damages or
consequence of the Hanna and Matthew case, and thth? Secondly, what is the status of the indemnity, and is it
Attorney-General made some comments about it in anothefppropriate, or, indeed, can it legally be withdrawn?
place. Before proceeding with this issue, | should say two The Attorney-General's office carries some common law
things. First, | have great respect for the current Attorneyfunctions, including: responsibility for the legal representa-
General and, in making these comments, | am talking, by wasion of the Crown in civil proceedings; primary advice to the
of gentle advice to the Attorney, about a matter that can affe¢jovernment; legal adviser to the parliament; and acceptance
a payment by the Crown. Secondly, | disclose that the firmgf instructions from a house of parliament unless there is a
for which I am a consultant, Scales and Partners, acted f@onflict of interest; and it is also the source of the expectation
Mr Matthew in that matter. | do not have any direct financialthat the Crown will be a model litigant. The Commonwealth
interest, and | certainly did not become involved in any way aw Ministers Conference held in Canada in 1977 noted that
in the conduct of that matter. the Attorney-General’s independence depends ‘to a large

For those members who are not familiar with whatextent upon the unimpeachable integrity of the holder of the
occurred, the member for Mitchell issued proceedings againsffice’. That is consistent with the Attorney-General's role
the Hon. Wayne Matthew for damages arising from defamaas head of the bar.
tory comments contained in media releases and letters Some concerns might be raised in terms of how the
published in various forums. Mr Matthew sought an indemni-Attorney-General might deal with this particular issue and,
ty for costs and damages following the issuing of proceedings particular, its impact upon how much might be paid out as
in about July 2000. The Crown Solicitor advised the Attorneya consequence of moneys appropriated pursuant to this bill.
on 31 July 2000 and 12 September 2000 that the occasion Bfrst, he has used the parliamentary forum and the status of
the alleged defamation did not come within the cabinetis office—and | say so in an oblique sense—to question
guidelines entitled Representation for Ministers in Defamadudge Rice’s finding that the defamatory statements were
tion Proceedings. On 11 December 2000, cabinet approvedade ‘on behalf of the government at the direction of the
the government’s funding legal representation for MrPremier’. Secondly, by introducing political comment
Matthew in defending the action. On 21 June 2001, cabingtixtaposed with issues arising from court proceedings, he
approved an indemnity for costs and damages that might H&ings into question his capacity to objectively consider the
payable by the Hon. Wayne Matthew to the member foistatus and possible revocation of the indemnity and the
Mitchell. On 24 May 2002, His Honour Judge Rice found prospect of the successful prosecution of an appeal. In other
that the comments were defamatory and assessed damagewatds, as Attorney-General he has a responsibility to look at
$65 000. Obviously, that money might come out of fundsnot only the indemnity and the political issues associated with
appropriated pursuant to this bill. In his judgment, Judge Ric¢hat but also the judgment itself to see whether or not it is
found that the defamatory comments made by the defendaappropriate that moneys should be authorised to be expended
were made on behalf of the government at the direction of thin relation to the prosecution of an appeal.
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It is possible—and | am not attempting to do so, but weyour parliamentary career; probably even prior to that when
all know that justice must be seen to be done as well agou were a keen and astute observer of politics. Some of us
done—to imply that, by bringing into question the indemnity,who have been around can look at this quite cynically;
he has prejudiced his responsibility to carefully and dispashowever, the difficulty is that, by swallowing that line, the
sionately consider an appeal against the judgment (includingreasurer, the Hon. Mr Foley, has set a dangerous precedent
the quantum of damages). This implication or appearance &nd created a rod for his own back because, every time an
exacerbated by the fact that the plaintiff in this matter is aagency overspends, it can now use this as a precedent to go
party colleague. Put at its highest, the Attorney-General coultb Treasury to ask for more money.
be accused of making his statement to the parliament and That is what this Treasurer is doing. It is good politics at
guestioning the indemnity for the purpose of discouraginghe moment, but what will happen next year when health,
any appeal to the benefit of his party colleague. | am noéducation or transport overspend? They will go to Treasury
saying that he has done that or that he has even consideradd say, ‘Well, you did this last year’ or, if you happen to be
that as an issue, but there is a risk that he could be accusettransport or the police you will say, “You did it for health’
of that. At best, he has put the integrity of the office of or “You did it for the education and Treasury came in and
Attorney-General behind political considerations to thesaved the day'—and there is a real risk that that will cause
detriment of the office itself. problems.

I urge the Attorney-General to be very cautious about the | do not know, Mr President, whether you have had an
way he deals with this sort of matter in the future, becausegpportunity to read the report on governance of the public
as | said, in his capacity as the Attorney-General he has sonsector which was tabled in another place last week. It
significant responsibilities and duties, not only as a membecontained a recommendation to remove all headroom
of the Labor Party and a member of the government but in hisontingencies in the budget to ensure that agencies spend
office as Attorney-General and, indeed, in his responsibilitytheir money within the budget. That section of the report
as the first law officer of the state, leader of the bar and leadendicates that agencies ought to be made to expend their
of the legal profession. As | said, | give that advice to themoneys within the budget. My advice to the Treasurer in
Attorney in the kindest possible way so that he might exerciseelation to this specific issue is that, in spending this
some degree of caution and put his responsibilities and dutiek?.6 billion, which this bill authorises the government to
as Attorney-General before what might seem to be a shoexpend for the period that the bill covers, a strong sense of
term and simple opportunity for a political headline or discipline needs to be brought to bear on these agencies.
political gain. The Hon. Terry Roberts would be very interested in what

The second issue on which | will touch briefly involves | am about to say. It is very risky to allow Treasury to
the Treasurer and some comments that have been made abdaminate the conduct of government. In the very early days
expenditure and the impact that that might have on the wagf this government that is what we on this side are starting to
in which this government might operate in the future. Again,see. We are not seeing members opposite governing the state;
I am putting my point of view by way of gentle advice to the what we are seeing is Treasury using the Treasurer as its
Treasurer who is struggling with his task very early in themouthpiece and becoming the de facto government of this
term of this government. | want to deal with two specific state. The last time that happened in this state was when John
issues. First—and | will not get into the detail of the disputeBannon was premier and treasurer. If there is one group of
between the former treasurer and the Treasurer about the staeople who escaped the wrath of the State Bank royal
of the books—one thing has been made very clear during thabmmission and were never brought to account as a conse-
dispute and that is—and | think everyone agrees on this—thafuence of the State Bank, who sat around every table
there was an over-expenditure when one compares th@hether it be at the State Bank, SGIC or any other agency
expenditure in health and education with what was budgethat lost significant sums of money) it was Treasury and
ed—and there was some dispute. Treasury officials.

The Hon. Robert Lucas, in his capacity as treasurer, when All | can say to members opposite is just be careful:
told of the spending overruns responded that it was th&reasury is not the fount of all wisdom. Treasury needs to be
agency’s responsibility to bring their expenditure back intoprobed, and everything its officers say is not correct. If you
line with the budget. The Treasurer, who | accept is venare in government, you need to question, to probe and to
green behind the ears, walked into Treasury and they gawnsure that Treasury justifies its position. If you do not (as
him a worst-case scenario. We are all big people around thiglr Bannon did not), you will find yourself in serious trouble.
table; we all know that early in a term of government the ided have to say that some of these officials are past masters at
is to ensure that the worst possible gloss on a budget situati@voiding accountability and responsibility.
is announced to enable you to make the toughest and hardest, Mr President, you would be very well aware that it was the
most taxing decisions in your first budget in the hope that byoliticians who got it in the neck as a consequence of the
the time the next election comes around everyone will hav&tate Bank fiasco. Not too many others got it in the neck,
forgotten the pain and there will be money washing aroungbarticularly in the public sector—
in the Treasury to make things look good leading into the The Hon. R.D. Lawson interjecting:
next election. TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: Yes, he did, but there were

An honourable member: That's a good idea. others—some of whom are still around who did not—and that

TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: The honourable member is to what | am pointing. The second piece of advice | will
interjects that that is a good idea. | will come back to thegive to members opposite concerns this rather absurd thing
honourable member, because | think the Treasurer is foolingpat was done yesterday in relation to my colleague the Hon.
him on more than just this issue—and | will explain why in Diana Laidlaw. What the Minister for Transport, supported
a moment. That is the nature of the game, and we have aily the Treasurer, is saying is that, if you are given a budget
played it. | am sure that you, Mr President, would be awardine item, for example transport, you cannot spend that
of this game and would have seen it take place throughoutansport money in another portfolio that, as | understand the
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situation, might be under your administrative control as d have to go back to cabinet and you people can suffer until
minister. That is what he is saying. I go through a three to five week process'—I think it is—'to
That is an extremely naive position to put. All | can sayget even the simplest straightforward things through the
is that next time the Hon. Terry Roberts and the Hon. Pautabinet process.’
Holloway are sitting around a cabinet table, they had better My advice to members opposite is that at the cabinet
start thinking that they had better have 16 and 18 hour cabineteeting next Monday they need to say to the Treasurer, ‘You
meetings because, every time a minister wants to do somare not running the state; your department is not running the
thing slightly different from a budget line item, they will have state: we as a cabinet are running the state, and what you are
to have cabinet approval and they will be really long cabinetioing for the simple purpose of a headline that will be
meetings. Indeed, if you take it to the extreme—and theompletely and utterly forgotten by the next election will
Treasurer seems to be going this way—I will be suggestingeliver bad government.’ | know members opposite can have
to members of the South Australian public that it is ana lot of fun with these sorts of things, but | can say it was
absolute waste of time to see any minister in this governmemiothing like the fun we had when we took over government
other than the Treasurer, because you cannot do anything that1994 and we found out about such things as ‘Africars’ and
is not already locked in concrete in the budget or movevarious other exercises and jaunts that the Bannon
outside it because, on the basis of what the Treasurer government, of which the Hon. Paul Holloway was a
saying, that is wrong. On the basis of the criticism made ofnember, embarked upon in that period. It is great politics, but
the Hon. Diana Laidlaw, you will not be allowed within your it does cause problems in terms of your management.
department and within your responsibilities— Another statement made in this place was in an answer by
TheHon. Diana Laidlaw: Within the portfolio. the then treasurer (Hon. Robert Lucas) to a question from the
TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: —and within your portfolios  then shadow finance minister (Hon. Paul Holloway) on arts
to shift any money around. If that is the standard that thgunding in October last year, when the Treasurer, unchal-
Treasurer wants us as a parliament to apply, | am sure thatdnged, said:
will have a lot of fun from the position of opposition, aswill " the minister has made it quite clear that she will be handling
many of my colleagues. What | am trying to demonstrate ishis particular announcement in terms of the funding from within the
that what was said by the Treasurer yesterday is naive at bgsirtfolio—

and political opportunism for a one day headline at worst| emphasise ‘portfolio'—and, just so the Hon. Paul Holloway
The consequences of that—and | am giving this advice fregan understand, he went on and said:

of charge. | might add.—is that it will bog this 9°‘.’e”.‘me”‘ of DETPA (Department of Transport, Urban Planning and the
down so tightly that it will not be able to move and it will not arts), which is her broader portfolio.
be able to respond to community concerns.

Contrary to the statements made in the other plaCXVhlletheTreasurerandthe Minister for Transport yesterday

- - ere saying, ‘Woe is us’ and ‘The sky is falling’ in terms of

e s e eae e BXpenur, ey ar seing paramelers and prececes,

were ai least three references to the issue prior to the IaI §a.|d, that will tie this government to a position from where
lection. Indeed, Premier Olsen, in an answer to a questio W'" not be able_to move or resppnd_ to any c_hallenge th_at

? : ! ; q - Mmight arise from time to time. That is disappointing—and this
rom shadow treasurer Foley on 25 July last year concerning (v i tree. The third time—

the $1.5 million festival §hortfa|l, was told: ) TheHon. M .J. Elliott: Thank goodness, he is going on
As | understand the circumstances, she was advised of tlﬁ’r a long time

funding shortfall; she then said that she would attempt to manage th .
within her portfolio, and | understand that she has done so. TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: Some of them are a bit

For the sake of a one day headline, what the Treasurer hQLQW%r tha”dtqeth??' Eﬂrgllio'{tﬁ;he tSlrd time tha’i thl_sdwas
done in this case is hamstring this government and thes&'S€d—and ithad o be done twice, because, as 1 said, some
ministers—Hon. Paul Holloway and Hon. Terry Roberts—PEOPI€ are slower than others—was in answer to a question
and nail them down so tight that, every time they want to dea{l_iom the then shadow minister for finance (Hon. Paul
with something within their portfolios, they will have to olloway) on the Festival of Arts on 3 October last year (not
prepare a cabinet submission, send it in, ring their colleaguel12t |0ng ago) when the then minister was talking about the

probably divide on some bizarre factional basis—and it doe§€Stval of Arts and the financial difficulties that were
move around a bit and there has been some recent movemefcuTing at that time which were pretty well publicised. She
particularly in Victoria—and then— sald:

The Hon. T.G. Roberts interjecting: No program will be cut. There are some cash carryovers and a

TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: —sorry, | want to talk to range of areas that will help us address this issue across the portfolio.

Supply, and you are just baiting me off the topic—and then—When she gave that answer, did we see the shadow treasurer
TheHon. T.G. Roberts: That's easily done, orthe shadow minister for transport—I do not think he was

Mr President. then; he was the shadow minister for something else—
The PRESIDENT: The Hon. Terry Roberts will stop his TheHon. Diana Laidlaw: Racing.
baiting. TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: —say, ‘Woe is us’? Did the

TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: —have to go through a Hon. Paul Holloway say, ‘This is shocking, this is
whole cabinet process. What will the Hon. Terry Roberts dalisgraceful’? They took the answer and accepted it. They
if he has—and | acknowledge he is doing an exceptional jolmade some legitimate criticisms about budget over-runs in
with Aboriginal affairs in what | would have to suggest arethe festival, but they made no criticism of managing a
very difficult circumstances—a humanitarian problem thatfinancial situation within a portfolio. What | suggest to the
needs an immediate response in Aboriginal affairs and he haovernment is that, when the cabinet meets on Monday, it
some money lying in Corrections that is not needed for thexplains that this is not the Foley government; that it is not
short term? Will he say, ‘| am sorry, but the Treasurer sayshe Foley-Treasury government; that it is the Rann-Lewis
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government; that it is a government comprised of 12 otheinteresting speech, which reminded us that, with rising
cabinet ministers; and that Mr Foley issues a press statementerest rates, the rising Australian dollar and falling com-
apologising to the former minister for transport and themodity prices, it is a situation that will put considerable
former treasurer, saying, ‘We will run this as a cabinet whergressure onto this state. | will make some comments on the
we all are involved; where | will not hamstring the hard andcontribution of the Leader of the Opposition. He tried to raise
good work that the Hon. Terry Roberts is endeavouring tdhis furphy where he claimed that the Labor Party had misled
deliver to the Aborigines across his portfolio and that thethe electorate before the election in relation to fees and
Hon. Mr Holloway is endeavouring to deliver across hischarges.
portfolio.’ | point out that in its election policies before the election
If members opposite do not stand up to the Treasurer anhe ALP had its policies costed by Ernst & Young, and that
Treasury now, this will be a short-term government. Therdetter was made available to the media before the election.
will be some—I think 35 per cent voted for them at the lastThe opposition (the then government) was not prepared to
election—who will be disappointed. It would be a very naivehave any independent costing of its policies. As was pointed
government that thinks it can set a budget and a course @lt in the Ernst & Young document, they were unable to
expenditure and that there will be no adjustments to be madgerify the forward estimates put forward by the government.
throughout the year. The Treasurer may say, ‘Well, you can | remind members of a couple of comments on the forward
come back to cabinet.” | am sure the Hon. Terry Robertsgstimates made by the Auditor-General in his report last year.
haVing been in cabinet for some little Whiie, knows full well | think they are important to the process now because they
thatif he has a proposal which he wants to put on the cabingay a lot about the approach of the current Leader of the
agenda—and | know with his portfolio responsibilities of Opposition (the former treasurer) to the budget In his
Aboriginal affairs and corrections—it gets bumped off or nOtovervieW report last year the Auditor-General said:
reached more often than not. To achieve the budget targets, the government has deferred other

The Hon. RD. Lawson interjecting: ~ revenues and brought forward other payments. For the most part,
TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: The Hon. Rob Lawson did such transactions are simply presentational. The government

indicate that regional development is a cash cow. | do nogonsiders the headline result is important to managing the public face

think it is. but | stand to be corrected. He runs the risk of°f the budget. To most readers, deficits look bad; surpluses in the
' " ublic sector environment look like missed opportunities to spend

never being able to use his considerable ability and talents %rther. In audit's opinion these are better regarded as matters to be
deliver to those disadvantaged groups he represents. The Hefplained over a cycle rather than one year to allow for unplanned
Paul Holloway is in the same situation. If members go acrosknpacts. The key point to acknowledge is that the achievement of the
the wholeof-government they wil see instors who arebe=lbases et (et ey sccermeched iouol g
absolptely h_amstrung. What we will be saying to ourye budget is a more important element than the headline result.
constituents is, ‘Yes, the Hon. Terry Roberts is a great bloke; ] i )
yes, he would love to help you. But you might as well cut outWhat we have been discovering since there was a change of
the middle man and go to the Treasurer Mr Foley to get th§overnment and we have looked through the budget papers
decision out of him. He will be the only one authorised to dolS exactly the point that the Auditor-General made in his
it That is where this government appears to be heading. feportlastyear. I will not delay the council further in relation

| am grateful for the opportunity to give some advice toto the Supply Bill. It is important we pass it so the p_ubllc
members opposite, and | look forward to seeing their presdérvants can get paid after 1 July and that the services of
releases next week apologising to the Hon. Diana Laid|avgovernment can contlnug. | thank members for their cor]trlpu-
and the Hon. Rob Lucas. | look forward to the Premier sayind'ona and | ask the council to support the passage of this bill.
that he is again taking charge of this government; that cabinet Bill read a second time and taken through its remaining
and the Premier will be running this state, not the Treasureftages.

The PRESIDENT: That contribution started out to be
probably the best contribution on supply and focused on that EDUCATION (COMPUL SORY EDUCATION AGE)
There was a gallant defence of the Hon. Diana Laidlaw, AMENDMENT BILL
which | know was also for free, but | ask members when ) )
making a contribution in future on the Supply Bill to focus = Received from the House of Assembly and read a first
on the Supply Bill before us. | believe the Hon. Paultime.

Holloway is about to sum up. TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Agriculture,
Food and Fisheries): | move:
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Agriculture, That this bill be now read a second time.

Food and Fisheries): | thank all members for contributions
to the Supply Bill debate. As has been pointed out during th
debate, the Supply Bill this year is necessary because of tHh
delay in the opening sitting of parliament due to the election Leave granted.

and the subsequent delayed change of government. It is The Government has a commitment to improve the economic and
necessary that we pass the Supply Bill this afternoon sBocial outcomes for young people and education is one of the key

supply will be extended into the new financial year, as thé/ehé%ﬁviiooihc?u?;r;ijxgn;gggi)ef igg;f/’%?lé remaining at school until
budget will not be brought down until July. year 12 in South Australian schools than was the case in the 1990's,

A number of issues were raised during the debate, biarticularly in the early 1990's. There is clear evidence of the link
some went broader than one might normally expect in &etween young people proceeding through education and training,
Supply Bill. I will not respond to them all now. | think some gettinga good education and training, and having success in finding

: . . ng-term employment. The link between school leaving age and
very interesting comments were made. | appreciate th nemployment rates is strong. For example, the Transition from

comments that the Hon. Mike Elliott made today in relationgducation to Work statistics show that at August 2001 12.7 percent
to the pressures on the state economy. | think it was a veryf people who were schooled only to year 10 were out of work

éseek leave to have the second reading explanation inserted
R Hansard without my reading it.
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compared with an unemployment rate of 8.5 percent for those who A provision for expanded exemptions by the Minister from
completed year 12. compulsory attendance requirements is included in the Bill in order
Overseas trends are to raise the school leaving age and extend toeallow for new negotiated arrangements for students who choose
period of compulsory education. For example, fifty American state$o participate in training or further education options outside of the
and countries including Britain, Canada, Denmark, Finland, Franceschool setting.
Spain, Sweden, Germany and New Zealand have a school leaving | commend this Bill to the House.
age of at least 16 years. Tasmania has had a school leaving age of Explanation of clauses
16 for some years. Queensland has recently released a green paperClause 1: Short title
debating the school leaving age and has proposed raising the schddlis clause is formal.
leaving age to 16 or 17 years in the paper. Clause 2: Commencement
The amendments to the Education Act 1972 are intended to serkhis clause provides that the Act will come into operation on 1
a strong message to schools of their responsibilities to the educdanuary 2003.
tional welfare of these young people. The Education Act 1972 Clause 3: Amendment of s. 5—Interpretation
currently requires student to remain in school until theif" 15 This clause amends the definition of ‘child of compulsory school
birthday. For the majority of young people that means staying irage’ with the effect of raising the school leaving age from 15 years
school until year 10, but with changes made to early childhoodo 16 years. The intention of this amendment is to ensure that all
education, a significant portion of our students who leave school athildren under 16 years of age will be involved in some sort of
15 are leaving at year 9 level. It is the Government'’s view that thissducation or training.
does not give them a sufficient basic education to sustain a successful Clause 4: Repeal of s. 77
transition to adulthood or the skills needed to compete in the labouFhis clause repeals section 77 which provides for exemptions by the
market. The education and skills gap compared with someone whidinister from the compulsory attendance provisions. This exemption
completes year 12 is too great. power will now be found at new section 81A.
The Government is addressing this problem by introducing this  Clause 5: Amendment of s. 78—Employment of children required
Bill to amend the Education Act 1972. Under this'amendment Billto be enrolled
from January 2003 children will be required to remain enrolled atThis clause strikes out subsection (2) of section 78 which provides
school until they turn 16. They will be able to stay at school orfor exemptions by the Minister from the provisions prohibiting the
participate in other forms of education and training, but they will beemployment of children of compulsory school age. This exemption
required to remain enrolled at school to enable them to receivpower will now be found at new section 81A.
improved support and assistance and to stay engaged in their Clause®6: Insertion of s. 81A—Exemptions
learning. This clause sets out an expanded exemption provision. New section
Two previous attempts were made to raise the age of compulso§LA gives the Minister the power to grant an exemption from any
education. In July 1996, Labor Leader of the then Opposition in théequirements of the Part (consisting of sections 74 to 81), condition-
Legislative Council, Hon Caroline Pickles, introduced legislation tolly or subject to conditions. An example of such a condition could
make it compulsory for children to be enrolled in schooling or anbe that the child attend training of a particular kind for a certain
approved form of training until the age of 16. That legislation Wasnumbe_zr of hours _perweek instead of attendance at school. The c_Iause
opposed by the then Liberal Government whose Education Ministe?ls0 gives the Minister the power to vary or revoke an exemption.
told Parliament on 2 July 1997, in opposing the Bill: Subc_lause (3) makes 'ghe contravention or fallure to (_:omply with a
‘This will be one of the significant issues of difference condition of an exemption an offence attracting a maximum penalty
between the Government position on education and that ¢®f $500.
the Labor Party. The Leader of the Opposition (Hon. Mike
Rann) has indicated that this is a key issue for him as TheHon. J.S.L. DAWKINSsecured the adjournment of
Premier. (They) have indicated that, If the Governmentthe debate.
opposes this issue, the Labor Party will campaign long and
e ! ot '8 b 122012 CI Ty OF ADELAIDE (DEVELOPMENT WITHIN
Government. | am delighted to hear that the Leader of the PARKLANDS) AMENDMENT BILL
Opposition and the Labor education spokesperson feel so
strongly about this issue and will seek to make ita campaign- TheHon. IAN GILFILLAN obtained leave and intro-
ing point. The Government strongly opposes this bill. We seejuced a bill for an act to amend the City of Adelaide Act

it as being ill-conceived'. - :
After the Labor Party took the policy of raising the school leaving 1998. Read a first time.

age to 16 to the 1997 State Election another attempt was made on 26 1 he Hon. IAN GILFILLAN: I move:

October 2000 to raise the school leaving age when | introduced the That this bill be now read a second time.

E]%Ut%%t;?gécpgg?t?;lfory School Age) amendment Bill on behalf OfThis is a bill that is aimed quite unapologetically at protecting
Despite public statements from March 1999 by former Premiethe parklands. | open my contribution with four words:

John Olsen that his Government would legislate to raise the schosinique in the world. These four words aptly describe that belt

leaving age, no such legislation was introduced by the former Liberadf |and that surrounds our city of Adelaide. Nowhere else in

Government in their previous term of office. Lhe world is there a capital city that is completely encircled

This Government recognises that simply raising the schoo, . L s
leaving age will not address the problem: schools must and wil y parklands. In this modern world of development, this is no

develop specific strategies to meet the needs of those young peof@@sy feat. It is so easy to erode parklands and so difficult to
who find that schooling does not suit their needs and is not relevameturn used land. Nowhere is this more true than in city areas.

to their lives. The Government is therefore proposing to improvepne just has to look at the sprawl of our cities on the east
counselling and one-on-one support services to help students identi ast to see the truth of this

a clear path, and, if they falter, to be there to help them on thei .
course. In addition, there will be targeted programs at schools where We as a state and as a city owe a great debt to past
there are particularly high numbers of students who do not completgenerations for their diligent protection of the Adelaide
their schooling. o _ parklands. It has not always been the priority that it should
As is currently the case under the Act, it will be possible unde[%e, but they are still there, and that is testimony to those who

the proposed Bill to seek exemptions from the compulsory attendy . : -
ance provision. However, exemptions will not be a rubber stamp, and2ve been vigilant in guarding these lands from rape and

it will not be acceptable for schools to allow students at risk ofPillage. The Adelaide parklands are a jewel that must be
leaving early to abandon their middle years of schooling and in doingjuarded jealously.

SO diSrUpt their peers. Nor will it be acceptable for schools Slmply |t was 15 March 1837 When the park'ands Wh|Ch Surround
to use suspension or exclusion to avoid supporting these students i - - .
the future. The Government is committed to the education an rth and south Adelaide were dedicated as park, or public

training of our young people and this Billis the first step in achievingPlace. At this stage the parklands encompassed some 2 300
our objective. acres. Itis easy to find people who support the parklands—in
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fact, even in this parliament most if not all members wouldparklands dedicated by Colonel Light, as has our Speaker
profess to supporting the preservation of the parklandgoday (Hon. Peter Lewis). The definition of the parklands, as
However, in recent years we have seen numerous transgreset out in the bill, includes:
sions on the parklands by both Liberal and Labor govern- e parkiands under the care, control and management of the
ments—from the Festival Theatre, the Hyatt Hotel, theadelaide City Council; unalienated crown lands within or immedi-
Convention Centre and the Exhibition Centre to the Tennigtely abutting parklands; roads abutting or running through the
Centre, the Wine Centre and a new Convention Centréarklands; and the six squares: victoria Square, Light Square,
Clearly,dgovernments do not understand the real value of tl%anf;?grSh Square, Hurtle Square, Whitmore Square and Wellington
parklands. . - .
Premier Bannon announced in 1985 the return of the old "€ Primary effect of the bill is to ensure that certain
tram depot on Hackney Road. This was vigorously supported€velopments proposed for the parklands can be taken only
by Mr Olsen, then leader of the opposition. What hadwith the support of both houses of parliament, as well as the
happened is lamentable history. Large parts of it have beenity of Adelaide Council. As honourable members would
alienated to the Wine Centre, headquarters of a majd,eahse, those are extensive fora in which issues of substantial
industry which is, as honourable members would know a§€velopment are tested and debated.
well as I, in a very parlous state with its future at serious risk. ~ The bill allows some leeway in that a number of develop-
In the meantime, of course, the damage has been done to tents are exempt from the act, or those particular clauses,
parklands. and those are: developments that cost less than $100 000;
The National Trust of South Australia recognises thedevelopment that involves the replacement, or partial
uniqueness and value of the parklands. In May 2001, theeplacement, of existing buildings; developments that are
Council of the National Trust of South Australia adopted ateémporary in nature, that is, less than three months; the
parklands policy, which states: granting of a lease or licence by the council in a case where
The National Trust recognises the City of Adelaide’s parklandssec’[Ion 206 of the Loc_al Government Act 1999 applle_s; and
as the most distinctive and unique asset of the capital's culturdhe renewal or extension of a lease, or granting of a licence
landscape. The National Trust believes the Adelaide parklands aar lease that has expired only in the last six months.
a definitive icon, an invaluable asset of the city, and their preserva- There js an added safeguard in this bill and that is that,
tion is essential to the city’s cultural identity and the growth of South - A
Australia’s cultural tourism enterprises. once enacted, the provisions of the bill will 'be able to be
The National Trust primarily asserts the protection and enhancechanged only by the people of South Australia at a referen-
ment of the parklands as a place of unique and potent charactetum. So, when the bill becomes an act, the only way it can
natural beauty, solitude and passive recreational endeavour. Thgs changed is in this very substantial test of the will of the
National Trust believes Adelaide’s parklands are under threat an . - . L
deserve the highest and most comprehensive level of statuto ople of South Au.stralla,'and 'tWOUl_d require a confirming
eferendum. The bill provides some important measures to

protection the state can offer. ) f
The paper outlines five policy items, the first two of which S2feguard the Adelaide parklands. In fact, John Ruskdn has

are very important: aid:
The National Trust of South Australia believes: The measure of any great civilisation is its cities, and the measure

1. The parklands should be protected and enhanced as@fa city's greatness is to be found in the quality of its public places,
place of unique and potent character, natural beauty, solitude arg Parks and squares.

passive— | urge members to support this bill. Adelaide is a great city,
and | emphasise ‘passive’— renowned for its parklands. Let us protect that sign of
recreational endeavours. greatness, that richness of the parklands, for future genera-

2. The parklands should be recognised and promoted as ori®ns.
of South Australia’s most valuable assets and essential to its cultural

identity by its entry on the state Heritage Register. ~ TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS secured the adjournment of
It is an embarrassment, in fact, that, with all the rhetoricthe debate.
about the value of the parklands, no previous government has
moved to have them listed on the state Heritage Register. ELECTORAL DISTRICT BOUNDARIES

Much has been discussed on the definition of the park- COMMISSION
lands and, in introducing this bill, I have chosen to utilise the
definition agreed to by the Adelaide Parklands Preservation TheHon. R.D. LAWSON: | move:
ASfSOC'at'or!'W'th \.Nh'Ch | have reasonablylntlmate contact. - rpap the Legislative Council condemn any attempt of the
Th|5. association Is a group of SO_Uth Australians who argovernment and the member for Hammond to avoid the provisions
dedicated to defending and enhancing the parklands. It seeroisthe Constitution Act by seeking to have the Electoral District
that in every generation there is such a body that takes up tH@undaries Commission defer its current proceedings pending some
challenge of being advocates for the preservation of our city’@S Yet unspecified proposal to amend the constitution.
parklands: from Colonel Light himself to the ParklandsOn 5 June théustralian reported that, in an interview with
Defence Association of 1869-1887; the Parklandghe memberfor Hammond on Monday, he said he feared that
Preservation League of the early 1900s and the 1940s; and ttiee government was seeking to renege on the proposed
Adelaide Parklands Preservation Association, to which | hav€onstitutional Convention. He said that the government:
referred, which was formed in 1987 and which has had  must delay the Electoral District Boundaries Commission’s
illustrious patrons. The founding patron was Sir Walterdeliberations until after the convention in order for its recommenda-
Crocker, who is still going strong in support; Dame Romations, which might include reducing the number of MPs in both
Mitchell; and now Robert Champion de Crespigny. houses, to be considered by parliament before the boundary changes.

Even a former speaker of the other place, Georgédtis apparentthatthe government has bowed to the demands
Strickland Kingston, Speaker of the house from 1877 to 187&f the member for Hammond. Indeed, thustralian
strongly denied the right of government to interfere with thereported:
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South Australian Premier Mike Rann has caved in to the firsthe Attorney-General or anyone else wants to make a
threat to his tenuous hold on power from independent Speaker, Petgfibmission to the commission, they should put a submission
Lews. in writing by that date, like every other citizen in our state.
The ideathat the House of Assembly can by resolution force This is highly disrespectful of the commission. The
or even invite the Electoral District Boundaries Commissioncommission is not some minor government functionary that
to not proceed with its constitutional obligations is offensive.can be pushed around by political parties. Itis important, and
The idea that one house of parliament can, in effect, speak dnis one of the most significant bodies in the state. It is
behalf of the parliament is constitutional nonsense andhaired by the Senior Puisne Judge of the Supreme Court, and
anathema. The Constitution Act lays down a process for thits members include the Electoral Commissioner and the
conduct of boundary redistribution after every election.Surveyor-General. Itis an impartial, important constitutional
Section 82 of the act requires the commission to commendastrument, and the notion that you can, by some resolution,
its proceedings within three months of each polling day, andell it how to do its job is offensive.
section 82(3) provides that after commencing proceedings for Atthe moment there is no proposal to change the number
a redistribution the commission: of electorates. A few people have had ideas. The Speaker, for

. ... shall proceed with all due diligence to complete proceedingseXample, says that there should be only 35 electorates, and

o . no doubt the Labor Party has a view. Over the years a number
The commission actually commenced the current proceedin rty y

in April this year. The first public hearing was on 6 May. The%? E)riglasor? nfsp Eog EWE;V; rﬁgr)reiiig_

c?mrrl!53|on atthat hearlpgdlalflhdoli/vr;)atlFr)ne:abtlﬁ. ﬁnutmllj'er TheHon. R.D. LAWSON: That s right. The significance
orparties were répresented——ine Labor Farty, the AUSIralal o \what the member for Hammond might view as the

Democrats and the Liberal Party were present—and each 9 propriate size of the parliament but what the constitution

those parti_es addressgd arguments and the commission I%' s. It says 47 members, and until it is altered that is the way
down its timetable. Since that time there have been tW(?n which the electoral boundaries commission should

further hearings on 28 May and 3 June and witness ha\lﬁ

i idence. There has b t and rulings of teoceed
gg’rirr;?:sli:r?ce. ere has been argument and rulings o eTheAttorney-GeneraI might be relying upon the fact that

in the past there was a resolution of the House of Assembly

Mr lan Hunter, the State Secretary _of the Australian Labo{ich suggested that the commission should adopt geo-
Party, has been present at each hearing. He has never uttefgdshical names for districts rather than historical names for
a word about deferring the processes of the boundarighe reason that it was thought that many of the historical and
commission to enable this Constitutional Convention to meet.ommemorative names were not widely known in the
It is amazing that the Labor Party would now support the.ommunity and that geographical names were appropriate.
notion that the boundaries commission should defer itSpat was a reasonable thing for members of the House of
hearings. This shows the contempt the Labor Party has for nglssembply to do. Those members represent those districts and,
only the commission but also the constitution itself. if they had a collective view about an issue that was only of

~The idea that the boundaries commission should b@eripheral concern to the commission, it is reasonable that
directed by one house of the parliament to cease its currefijey proceed. You cannot elevate the fact that, because on
proceedings is flawed for a number of good legal and othegne occasion in the past they made a suggestion to the
practical reasons. First, it flies in the face of the constitutiong|ectoral District Boundaries Commission, the House of

You cannot change a provision of the constitution by aassembly has some God given or constitutional right to pass
resolution of one house of parliament, and you cannot do i resolution that can instruct the commission.

by resolution of both houses of parliament. The constitution TheHon. T.G. Cameron: It is unconstitutional.
contains provisions, and these provisions were inserted after The Hon. R.D. LAWSON: It is unconstitutional. It is

a referendum of the people of the state—they are importaffiegal. | invite members to support the motion, namely, that
provisions in our constitution. The notion that, in order toye condemn the attempt of the government and the member
meet some side deal with some other member of parliamenfgr Hammond to embark on this course. First, it is unconstitu-
one house should seek to interfere with the work of th&jonal. Secondly, it is disrespectful in the extreme to ask the
commission Is outrageous. Electoral District Boundaries Commission to ignore its own
Itis true that the constitution says that the commission hagonstituting legislation. Thirdly, it is doubly disrespectful to
to proceed with due diligence, and the expression ‘duglo it at that stage when the parties have already made
diligence’ does not have a particular legal meaning of whicltepresentations, and the commission has already ruled on its
I am aware, although it does allow some latitude. ‘Due’timetable. Fourthly, it is even more disrespectful when it is
means fitting and appropriate for the purpose, in this case thealised that the Labor Party has been present at the hearings
serious constitutional process upon which the commission harough Mr lan Hunter and he has not mentioned the matter.
embarked. ‘Diligence’ means doing something with care and  The Hon. T.G. Cameron interjecting:
perseverance, which means getting on with the job you TheHon. R.D. LAWSON: As the Hon. Terry Cameron
started and not deferring it, as now proposed, on the of§ays, it is a rort. If this matter was of earth-shattering
chance that at some time in the future some Constitutionamportance, as is now suggested, Mr Hunter should have
Convention might recommend that the number of memberspoken up. Fifthly, the fact that this motion has been rushed
be reduced and on the off chance that the parliament mighito the parliament at this stage is a further indication of the
at some time in the future, agree to pass legislation. fact that this is just a party political exercise done for the
Thirdly, the commission has already laid down thepurpose of satisfying the demands of the government’s ally,
processes for submission. It has advertised publicly anthe member for Hammond.
invited people to make a written submission, and it has set The fact that neither the Labor Party’s Mr Hunter nor the
down the date of 9 August by which time submissions are té\ttorney-General has mentioned the matter until earlier this
be received. If the Labor Party, the member for Hammondweek gives credence to the very widely reported claims that
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Labor has simply bowed to the demands of the membeflo most people the term obesity means to be very over-
Next, this proposal is highly speculative— weight. Health professionals define overweight as an excess
Members interjecting: amount of body weight that includes muscle, bone, fat and
ThePRESIDENT: Order! Allhonourable members will water. Obesity occurs when a person’s calorie intake exceeds
have an opportunity to make a contribution on the record. the amount of energy he or she burns. Overweight children
TheHon. R.D. LAWSON: The motion is presently are more likely to become overweight adults and to experi-
before the House of Assembly, and | am not speaking to thagnce chronic health problems associated with adult obesity.
but the proposal itself is highly speculative. The number of One in every five children aged between 7 and 15 is
districts as | said before may never be changed. If theverweight or obese. During the past ten years, childhood
commission were to defer proceedings until the middle obbesity has tripled in Australia, with 19.5 per cent of boys
next year, it may find—and it probably will find—that there and 21.2 per cent of girls being overweight or obese. Some
are still 47 districts, and it would have deferred this importanfactors that contribute to these alarming statistics are exercise,
constitutional process for no good reason, notwithstanding théestyle, environment, culture and TV advertising. Children
fact that the constitution itself directs them to proceed withowadays are being driven to school, rather than walking or
all due diligence. cycling, often to keep them safe, and are spending more time
Finally, if the proponents of this proposal were serious, then the computer and watching TV.
government would have gone to the Electoral Districts A study of 1 700 local children by the University of South
Boundaries Commission, stood up, made an applicatiorAustralia last year showed that the number of children
advanced the arguments and allowed the matter to be rulgdiaying at least one sport had dropped from 82.5 per cent in
on by the commission. The fact that they chose not to do sthe mid-1980s to 60 per cent in the year 2000. While these
but to footsy around with the member for Hammond indicatedigures are very disappointing, it is pleasing to note that, in
that there is a want of bona fides in the government in this 1997 statewide random study of 10 and 11-year-olds from
matter. | urge members to support the motion. 28 primary schools, the Bordertown primary school was
awarded the title of the fittest primary school in Australia.
TheHon. D.W. RIDGWAY secured the adjournment of This is a remarkable achievement and is the result of a
the debate. program introduced by a teacher, Mr Paul Adler, who was
transferred to the school in 1984.
WORKCOVER Each class twice a week completes two runs, one being an

- . obstacle course and the other for general fithess. Over a
Aff:\jr:i Znogh&%ﬁgﬁ;iﬁ;:sltg\gllanfgnr;rérg?g[;?gr]r?lent period of time, the number of laps the students have run are
made today in another place by the Minister for Industrialr(-ecorded' Certificates are presented at the 25, 50, 75 and 100
. - . . kilometres mark. Students who reach 150 kilometres by the
Relations about Workcover financial reporting. end of the year receive a gold medallion. Sport and fitness
BUSINESS L ICENSING ACT play a very large part in the Bordertown community, and the
program is given strong support by the parents. Studies have
The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal also shown that_, if (_:hildren are fit, they work a lot better in
Affairsand Reconciliation): | table a ministerial statement €lassrooms, which is an added advantage.

made today in another place by the Minister for Racing aboyt Busier family lifestyles often mean traditional eating
proprietary racing. habits of the past are being phased out, with the ready

availability of fast food and TV dinners. In 1996 the National
GAS SUPPLY Heart Foundation conducted a study on food choices and
perceptions amongst rural teenagers in Tasmania. The results
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Agriculture,  dispel the myth that children raised in the country are
Food and Fisheries): | table a ministerial statement made healthier than their urban counterparts and show that country
today in another place by the Minister for Energy about théeenagers are less aware of what food is healthy for them,

lifting of temporary gas restrictions. whilst adolescents in the country often eat more pies, hot
chips and drink more soft drink than those who live in urban
YOUTH OBESITY areas, and country teenagers watch 3.7 hours of television a
) ) . day compared with 3 hours for those in urban areas.
Adjourned debate on motion of Hon. M.J. Elliott: The eating habits of different cultural groups may also

That the Legislative Council requests the Social Developmengontribute to their being overweight. Children also make a

Committee investigate and report upon the issue of the impact ; i
youth obesity on South Australian individuals, families and thecgtrong connection between food products they see advertised

community, and in particular— on television and the food they want their parents to buy.
1. Recenttrends in the occurrence of youth obesity within Soutfratty foods are often advertised on television, so children
Australia; tend to eat more food when they are in front of TV.

2. The accessibility of education strategies to minimise the  Egarlier this year the Australian Medical Association and

occurrence and harm of youth obesity; o
3. Appropriate minimum standards for physical activity in Souththe Advertising Standards Bureau looked closely at these

Australian schools; advertisements and the effect they were having on children.
4. The health implications of youth obesity for individuals and Many children look plump in early childhood but as they
the long-term cost to the South Australian economy; and grow their legs get longer compared with the rest of their
5. Any other related matter. bodies, so it is not important to be too worried about a child’s
(Continued from 29 May. Page 245.) weight at an early stage. At the same time, any child who is
very overweight in comparison to others must, of course,

TheHon. D.W. RIDGWAY: | move: have a medical check to see that there are no underlying

Leave out the word ‘youth’ wherever it occurs. problems.
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Other problems that arise from childhood obesity canyoung people. Clearly, there is a very close relationship
include being teased or bullied, which can result in arbetween adult and youth obesity. If we are ever going to
unhappy childhood, the development of low self-esteem imlevelop lasting solutions to this problem, | believe we need
school children or the development of eating disorders at # attack all aspects of the problem as well as to target those
later age as children try to control their weight. In 1999-200Qyroups which may be at higher risk. Evidence clearly
over 7 million adult Australians (about 60 per cent) aged 25ndicates that there is an increasing problem with respect to
and over were overweight. Of these, 2 million (or 20 per centpbesity amongst the Australian population, including our
aged 25 and over were obese. The proportion of overweiglthildren. According to the Australian Food and Nutrition
and obese adults has dramatically increased in the past R@onitoring Report, there has been a significant increase in
years. The proportion of overweight women aged between 2fhe prevalence of overweight or obesity in adult men and
and 64 has increased from 27 per cent in 1980 to 45 per cemiomen. Some 47 per cent of our women and 63 per cent of
in 1999-2000, and the proportion of overweight men agednen in the Australian adult population are presently over-
between 25 and 64 has increased from 48 per cent in 1980 teeight or obese. A mean weight increase of 5.2 kilograms for
65 per cent in 1999-2000. men and 6.9 kilograms for women occurred between 1983

Obesity tends to run in families, which suggests that itand 1995.
may have a genetic cause. However, family members share The increase in the number of overweight or obese
not only the genes but also the diet and lifestyle habits thaghildren from 1985 to 1995 is just as alarming. The same
may contribute to obesity. Being overweight can continugeport shows that the percentage of overweight children rose
into adulthood and cause other health problems such as hegém 11 per cent to 19.5 per cent in boys and 12.2 per cent to
disease and high blood pressure. Obesity in middle age is alga .1 per cent in girls. The mean weight increase was also
a well known risk factor for the development of type 2 considerable. It appears that, once the problem of obesity is
diabetes. Other diseases linked to obesity include arthritic angstablished, it is hard to reverse. A longitudinal study of
musculoskeletal problems, stroke, gall bladder disease anghildren in Adelaide by Dr Anthea Magarey et al found that
gallstones, gout, breathing problems (including sleep apnoeayer 60 per cent of children who were overweight at the age
and osteoporosis. of eight were still overweight at the age of 20. Further, 75 per

One of the many painful aspects of obesity is the emotioeent of those overweight at the age of 15 were still over-
nal suffering that it causes. There is a great emphasis ageight at the age of 20. These are very alarming trends and
physical appearance. Overweight people have complainagould tend to suggest that strategies aimed at preventing the
that they have a tougher time obtaining employmentproblem from occurring in the first place may be an important
particularly in the service industries. In 2001, a New Souttfocus for the committee’s investigations. The increase in
Wales truck driver was stood down from his job becaus@besity is most likely to be as a result of a combination of a
management believed that his weight prevented him fronglecrease in physical activity and an increase in energy intake.
doing his normal duties. This caused a public outcry andt sounds simple doesn't it?
focused attention on the widespread discrimination that The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Do you think it has anything

overweight people face in the work force. ~ to do with smaller families and overindulgence?
A psychologist specialising in employment and provision The Hon. G.E. GAGO: Well, perhaps under indulgence

of services said overweight people were often told that the}Sf physical activity and an overindulgence of energy intake.

were not successful in gaining a job because theircustom?\[0 doubt, all of us here are aware of the changes to our

presentation skills were lacking—a euphemism for not IikingIifestyle and diet over the years. | can remember that, when
the way the person looked. If overweight people are MOI¢\yas a child, our street was filled with children playing. We

Iike!y to take time O.ff work QUe to ”'F‘eS?.a“d are prone o, | regularly kick the footy, play cricket or have a hit of
acudentsf due to belng prTySICﬁIIy unf'tah'“ng an equally allbl%nnis out on our road with the other children from our street.
person of average weight makes good sense to an employer. L

An honourable member interjecting:

A common misconception is that overweight people are
gluttonous, lazy or both. This is not true. As a result, they TheHon. G.E. GAGO: Yes, well, very close to the truth,
face prejudice and discrimination. Feelings of rejection, and @M afraid. We were a pretty wild ot in Shepparton. All ages
shame and depression are common. were included. However, the significant increase in traffic
While | acknowledge that the original motion was to focusdown the street now prohibits playing on the road. It is not
entirely on youth obesity, when one starts to look at the fact§UrPrising that children from that neighbourhood now
it becomes apparent that, while most obesity begins duringmbab,'y play computer games or watch TV after school.
childhood and adolescent years, the health and soci af_ety issues a_Iso tend to prevent thes_e children from walking
problems manifest themselves during our adult years. Obesif}f fiding their bikes to school, as we did. These are the types
is a gigantic drain on our health care system. In Australiadf changes that have resulted in a reduction in the amount of
obesity costs the community $840 million annually (63Physical activity in our children.
per cent of which are direct costs to the health care system), As | have said, the issue of increased levels of youth and
and a further $500 million a year is spent on weight controdult obesity are interlinked. The lifestyle patterns contribut-
programs. As members can see, there is strong evidenceiftg to youth obesity, such as low levels of exercise and a
support widening the terms of reference for this report by thgoorly balanced diet, are often patterns that are carried
Social Development Committee, and | commend it to thghrough to adult life, resulting in overweight or obese adults.
council. The pattern is often established by parents who themselves
are overweight and have adopted lifestyle patterns that
TheHon. G.E. GAGO: | rise to support the amended contribute to the problem. These, in turn, are mimicked by
motion. | was pleased to see that the terms of reference faur children and the cycle continues. Of course, important
the investigation into the impact of obesity have beercontributing factors to this cycle are the social and cultural
broadened to include all ages in our community, not jushttitudes towards food and drink, and these are strongly
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reinforced by TV and other multimedia outlets—by which, issue, particularly for children. Again, we have heard some
of course, we are all affected. of these from my colleague the Hon. David Ridgway. These

For example, food is often used as a reward or pacifieprograms have tended to focus on schools, childcare centres
This usually starts very early in life and is likely to becomeand after-school-hours care initiatives.
an established value or attitude that is held throughout our Some of these programs include: Kids Eat Fresh—
lifetime. Food and drink are also central to our cultural sens€reating a Stir, a cooking program in schools designed to
of ceremony and celebration. This also occurs in many othencrease school-age children’s intake and access to fresh fruit
cultures. Food and drink have a greater value and meanirand vegies; the GOSH program to facilitate physical activity
than just sustenance, although obviously the two are linkedn after-school-hours care; and the Active for Life program,
Our value system around food and drink can have a signifiwhich is being run through DETE. These are good examples
cant effect on our ability to be able to make healthy choicesf the types of programs that can be implemented to encour-
or changes in our diet. age the intake of healthy food and increased exercise in

There are certain groups within Australia in which thereschool-age children. However, the effort needs to be highly
is a higher risk of those individuals developing obesity. Theseoordinated across various sections of the community with,
include indigenous Australians, low income families andof course, the collection of data along the way. We need to
people with a family history of diabetes, in particular. Andlook carefully at the results of these programs and, most
it is sad to note that those at greatest risk are generally thogmportantly to measure their outcomes. It is not good enough
who are already the most disadvantaged. Although a greatst to feel good about these programs; we need measured
deal of data is currently available with respect to the issue abutcomes.
obesity in Australia, | understand that there are still many The issue of developing and implementing these programs
gaps. The picture we have is a bleak, although limited, oneo target adults is much more difficult and will require a more
| understand that the last extensive survey carried owustained approach as it often requires breaking well-
throughout Australia with respect to weight was seven yearsstablished lifelong habits. The Australian Institute of Health
ago, in 1995. Obviously, there is still a lot of work to be done.and Wellbeing and the Centre for Health Program Evaluation

Many studies show that overweight people, whether theyas estimated that the direct cost of obesity in Australia in
be children or adults, experience greater rates of morbidityl989-90 was $464 million (calculated at 1989-90 dollar
The incidence of many diseases are closely linked to amalues). The indirect cost of obesity during that time was
individual’s weight. Overweight people, including children, $736 million, and approximately 60 per cent of the cost was
are at higher risk of many health problems (some of whicta result of the treatment of obesity related coronary heart
have been outlined by my colleague). Some of these includdisease and hypertension—quite alarming results. According
high blood pressure, insulin resistance (or non-insulirto these statistics, the Australian Institute of Health and
dependent diabetes), as well as gastric and orthopaeditellbeing estimated that, if the incidence of overweight and
complications, especially in adults. Obese people have abesity was reduced by 20 per cent by the year 2000,
much higher risk of knee damage, for instance. Sleep apnoe®59 million would be saved in health care expenditure and
or temporary blocking of the airway while sleeping, is also2 300 years worth of life.
another problem. The Hon. M.J. Elliott interjecting:

Interestingly, the WHO suggests that the incidence of TheHon. G.E. GAGO: Exactly. That is the point | was
breast cancer in post-menopausal women, colon cancegping to make—thank you for stealing my thunder. Interest-
kidney and digestive tract cancer increase as the incidence iofgly, the incidence of obesity has not decreased during this
obesity increases. This also has been found with respect friod; it has, in fact, increased to, | understand, the level of
gallstones. So, we can see that there are really far-reachis@ per cent.
health effects. In addition, overweight children often develop Addressing the issue of managing the problem of obesity
psycho-social problems, low self-esteem and poor bodis an area in which the federal government, in particular, has
image. Evidence indicates that social and economic problemacked vision, | am sorry to say. Its failure to plan adequately
later in life are often associated with this. for the future is obvious. It appears more concerned with

The obvious way to maintain a healthy weight is to eat ébandaid solutions and attempts to hide gaping wounds. The
well balanced and moderate diet and incorporate adequag@vernment should be directing funding to programs in health
physical exercise. Ensuring that relevant information igpromotion and education activities which will reduce the
distributed to people about healthy types of foods and thamount of health expenditure in the long-term whilst
benefits of exercise, as well as encouraging people to makeproving health outcomes for individuals. This would also
positive changes to their lifestyle, will take a well developedassist to reduce the need for people to take expensive
and coordinated plan, which will need to be maintained ovemedications—an issue with which the federal government is
an extended period of time. clearly preoccupied at the moment—and, of course, eventual-

This campaign would need to include the entire populatiorly relieve the burden on the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme.
of South Australia but with a focus on high risk groups andHowever, the government appears to be much more con-
children. Children are a captive audience within schools—terned with the bottom line and has moved the burden of the
think we should look at taking advantage of that—and it iscost of health care onto those who need it the most and who,
important to provide children with skills that they can utilise in turn, are often the most disadvantaged and least able to
throughout life to maintain a healthy lifestyle and weightafford it.
range. A comprehensive study carried out by Segal (et al) in 1995

There are some good examples of successful programs festimated the potential cost savings for the Gutbuster program
the committee to consider as models for the future. Wheia group program targeted at overweight men) and a mass
looking at this problem it is important to look at not only media program to encourage lifestyle modification in
what is not working but what is working. There are presentlycomparison with the cost of non-insulin dependent diabetes
some very interesting programs in place to try to tackle thas a result of obesity. It was estimated that these interventions
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would result in future cost savings of $1 400 per year ofobesity in the past 20 to 30 years (the last generation),
diabetes deferred or $2 200 per life year gained. Further, something which, I think, poses a serious public health risk.
publication of the Australian Food and Nutrition Monitoring Again, | congratulate the Hon. Michael Elliott for bringing
Unit) entitled ‘Type 2 diabetes cost in Australia—the this motion before the council. | believe it will be a very
potential impact of changes in diet, physical activity andimportant inquiry. Hopefully, we can act on the findings. |
levels of obesity’—they always have such long titles for thisbelieve that it is an important part of an ongoing public health
sort of research—estimated that, in 1993-94, $89 million ofiebate on an issue that is costing the Australian community
the $217 million of expenditure on type 2 diabetes can bejuite dearly.
attributed directly to obesity. When the costs of treating the
complications from diabetes were included, the amountwas TheHon. R.K. SNEATH: | am one of the better people
substantially larger. to speak on this subject—
In conclusion, it would appear that the prevalence of ThePRESIDENT: Thisis the argument for the defence,
obesity in Australia and South Australia is increasing. Datas it?
also suggests that the costs of obesity both in health and TheHon. R.K. SNEATH: | have a short and wide
financial terms to the individual and the community are highversion. Itis probably a good argument to reopen the gymin
This is an important issue which is well worth investigatingParliament House and lead by example. | support the
and, as Presiding Member of the Social Developmenamendment by the Hon. Mr Ridgway because it affects all
Committee, | look forward to being part of that investigation.types of people. | do not support some of the argument my
I commend the motion to the council. colleague and Mr Ridgway put forward, because, when | was
21, lwas about 10%2 stone wringing wet, so | have put on the
TheHon. J.F. STEFANI: I rise to speak in support of the weight since then. There might be a number of things—
motion moved by the leader of the Australian Democrats, the TheHon. J.S.L. Dawkins: You stopped shearing.
Hon. Michael Elliott. Obesity is a growing problem in our ~ TheHon. R.K. SNEATH: No, | did not stop shearing
community. Recent studies undertaken by Adelaide Univeruntil | was 38, but perhaps a number of things have been left
sity indicate that there has been a change in average bodyt. | was married when | was 21. Whether the modern day
height and weight. In particular, the study identified awoman can cook as well as their mother or serve food as
minimal increase in height but a significant increase ingood as their mother might be debatable as well—or whether
weight. It appears that overweight and obesity is on thehe modern day father can cook as well as his father might be
increase in Australia and South Australia. debatable as well. | do not think my wife readansard, but
Data collected during the study focused on a number of started putting on the weight after | got married—
areas, including women and the Aboriginal community. More  The Hon. J.SL. Dawkins interjecting:
than 30 per cent of the participants in the study fell withina TheHon. R.K. SNEATH: | am sure the Hon. John
category which rated above World Health OrganisatiorDawkins will send it to her. | support the amendment because
standards and morbidity associated with health risks. Fror covers people from all walks of life. Once you put on
the findings of this study it appears that the size and shape @feight it is hard to lose it and we do need some help, and |
Australian people may have changed considerably over think by reopening the gym and setting an example we could
past 70 years. There are many factors associated with obesighow the way.
I am confident that a thorough investigation by the Social
Development Committee will provide both state and federal TheHon. M.J. ELLIOTT: | will be quick because
governments as well as other stakeholders with valuableveryone wants to go to dinner. | am gratified by the support
information on this important community issue. | support thefor this motion. As a number of members have said, itis very
motion. important for many reasons. It would be enough if we simply
looked at the health impacts alone on an increasing number
TheHon. NICK XENOPHON: | support the motion of  of South Australians and Australians. The fact that it has such
the Hon. Michael Elliott, and | congratulate him for bringing a profound economic impact, which in this state alone would
this matter to the attention of the council. This matter oughtun into the hundreds of millions of dollars, is another
to go before the Social Development Committee. We have axcellent reason for undertaking this investigation. It is about
major health crisis in terms of the impact of obesity on heartime we stopped addressing the problems after they occur and
disease and other associated illnesses. Our community, ine@ldressed them before they occur, which makes economic
sense, mirrors the United States in that we seem to havesanse.
plethora of low fat, diet, low calorie, fat-free foods on the It is also a matter of social justice. There is no question
market, but for some reason there seems to be an increasitigat, while people from all walks of life and all incomes may

level of— suffer from obesity, it affects some parts of our community
An honourable member interjecting: far more. For instance, people on lower incomes, generally
TheHon. NICK XENOPHON: Mr President, | am not speaking, are more likely to be obese; and people from some

reflecting on you. ethnic groups are more likely to suffer as well. There are
The PRESIDENT: Order! There will be no injurious matters of social justice. As the Hon. Gail Gago said, we are

reflections on the chair. now seeing people who cannot afford to pay more for

TheHon. NICK XENOPHON: Over the years, food pharmaceutical benefits and so on being put under great
companies have provided an increasing range of diet and fgiessure. What we should be seeking to do, if we want to
free products, but there has been an increasing level slave money on the PBS, is to tackle the root cause of
obesity in the community. | think this is one thing on which problems caused by obesity, in fact problems caused by other
the community could reflect. Of course, | am not reflectingfactors in our lifestyles.
on those of us who eat diet and fat-free products. Statistics | would be hopeful that the programs that might be
indicate that there has been an increase in the level of youtecommended by the Social Development Committee—and



Thursday 6 June 2002 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 379

hopefully then picked up by the government—uwill have The last time | saw her perform by herself was when the
benefits which go beyond benefiting health and the economyoolshed was in operation. She gave an extraordinary
If we do get our young people more physically active andoerformance in front of a large crowd. The late Cindy Shelton
eating better, | am sure that they will gain other benefits andrganised it. Afterwards, | sat down with both Kasey and
we will be tackling other problems that they suffer and notNash—who is an extraordinary talent in his own right.
just obesity. There will be some children who do not suffer TheHon. Diana Laidlaw: Kasey's brother.
from obesity but, through lack of exercise, lack of social TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: Yes—and a terrific, fun guy.
interaction and other things, are suffering in other waysWe sat down to have a drink, and we sat there for 1% hours
Indeed, the benefits could even go beyond just the obvious two hours talking about South End and Beachport and alll
health and economic points. the things we used to get up to. Kasey is 15 to 17 years
There is no question that the answer, in part, will relate toyounger than |, but the sorts of things she did are the sorts of
what we do in schools and for recreation and sport; and therthings | did in my younger days—and | suspect the Hon.
will be a need for public education programs. However, | will Terry Roberts got up to when he was younger.
not seek to pre-empt what the Social Development Commit- The Hon. T.G. Roberts interjecting:
tee may find and may recommend. | am pleased to support The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: He never has and | suspect
the amendment. | was particularly pre-occupied with théhat, now he is a minister, it is highly unlikely he will in the
sharp end of the problem, which occurs among young peopléyture. Kasey and Nash bounce off one another. | do not
because we do know that people who are obese when they dmeow whether Kasey will read this contribution in any detail,
young are likely to suffer from that for the rest of their lives. but | do hope that Nash again performs in his own right. He
As | said, unquestionably, that is the sharp end of thés a very entertaining and talented young man. Perhaps at
problem, but it is a growing problem throughout our some stage we will see the Dead Ringer Band together again
community and, if the Social Development Committee isand performing. If members do get the opportunity, the
keen to look at obesity more broadly, | would welcome thatCountry Music Showcase, which is held on an annual basis

I commend the motion to members of the council. at the Norwood Town Hall, is always a great night and very
Amendment carried; motion as amended carried. entertaining. The last time | saw the Dead Ringer Band
perform—and | saw them perform on a number of occasions
CHAMBERS, MsK. at the Beachport Hotel many years ago—it was a standing
ovation performance.
Adjourned debate on motion of Hon. Diana Laidlaw: I can only endorse the comments of the former minister,

That this council congratulates Kasey Chambers on winning thi1€ Hon. Diana Laidlaw. Indeed, | can only endorse the
Australasian Performing Right Association 2002 Music Award ascomment that it is absolutely vital for Australian culture to

Songwriter of the Year. separate and distinguish itself from the American culture.
(Continued from 5 June. Page 351.) Kasey is out there at the forefront, representing Australians,
the Australian way of life, and our culture to the world in a
The Hon. T.G. Roberts interjecting: way that will impact on many millions of people throughout

TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: In response to the honourable the world. | congratulate Kasey and wish her all the best in
member’s interjection, he is just a decoy. | strongly supporfhe future. | also congratulate her family for their success.

this motion, as | know the minister and serial interjector .
would also support this motion. Kasey comes from the same, J}g%‘;ggt'eCARM EL ZOLLO secured the adjournment
area in which both the Hon. Terry Roberts and | grew up, )

be_lr_lg a pro_duct of South End, Kangaroo Inn Area School and MACLEOD’S DAUGHTERS

Millicent High School.
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw interjecting: . Adjourned debate on motion of Hon. Diana Laidlaw:
TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: | went to Penola High That this council acknowledges the announcement by NWS

School. Channel 9 on 4 June 2002 to invest in a third serieslatLeod’s
The Hon. RK. Sneath interjecting: Daughtersand recognises that this prime time television drama being

i L . filmed north of Gawler provides important continuity of employment
The PRESIDENT: Order! This is a virtuoso perform- o south Australia’s highly skilled crews, additional work for our

ance. It does not need any help from you. artists, plus economic and tourism benefits for the State.

TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: Kasey is an extraordinary (Continued from 5 June. Page 351.)
young woman. | do not know whether many members have
had the opportunity to meet her, but when one meets people TheHon. DIANA LAIDLAW: | thank the Hon. Robert
of her calibre and her success one cannot help but admiteawson, my colleague, for assisting me in moving this
them. She seems so completely unaffected by her successotion which acknowledges the announcement on Monday
Indeed, | think that her parents, Bill and Dianne, have4 June by the head of drama with NWS Channel 9 that the
everything of which to be proud. network will invest in a third series dflacLeod’s Daughters.

The award was given for the soMgt Pretty Enoughfrom  This is great news for South Australia and for our film
the albumBarricades and Brick Walls, and | urge all industry—the actors, crews and technicians—and for Gawler
members to purchase it and listen to it. It is an extraordinarand the near northern areas which are benefiting enormously
piece of work, as indeed are all her recordings. Recentlyfrom the economic activity, not only in bar sales, housing
upon returning from the US, a number of my friends involvedsales, delicatessen and service station sales but also a range
in the music industry told me they spent time on manyof other shops and facilities which are benefiting from the
occasions explaining to Americans that Kasey is not Ameriexpenditure in the area as a result of the filming of
can but, rather, Australian. She is so successful over theidacleod's Daughters at the historic homestead of Kingsford,
they naturally assume she is American. north of Adelaide.
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MacLeod’s Daughterswas described by Mr Chris Noble through our professional actors but also the part-time people
from Channel 10 as follows: as extras in this production.

Any network would kill to have a show likeMacLeod's I highlight that NWS 9 has never released the entire extent
Daughters which has established itself so strongly and so quickly.of its investment infMacLeod's Daughters, but it is under-
Itis a prime time drama which is winning its time slot at 7.30Stood to be over $10 million a series, so the announcement
p.m. on Wednesday evenings. It is not showing at preserifis week of an extra 26 episodes as part of the third series
because of some sporting programs, but the second series wiPresents at least a $30 million investment by Channel 9 in
resume on Wednesday 3 July for a six week period. Filminghis state. The South Australian government supported fit,

will commence on the third series in September, and it wilthrough Arts SA, when | was minister—and clearly it has got
be presented well into next year. a further sign off by the Premier and the new minister for

. dditional top-up funds, but that is only about $750 000 for
It is a venture that represents a dream come true for th%at $30 million from Channel 9. So we must applaud

Executive Producer, Posie Graeme-Evans, who lived in thi hannel 9 not onlv for its commitment and investment but
state for many years but who now resides with her husban y

in Sydney. She is spending a lot of time in South Australiaalso for the logistics issues when it is filming here and doing

on s production. Her company Wil ProducuonsPeS:POGUELEn 1 SYaney  has mace 8 uge commitment
started work on this project in 1995. It took a long time, like P

so many film projects-Shine, for example—to get the first property and the production overall

: . : | am not good at working out these figures quickly, but for
episode filmed and get all the money in place to enable th S . X
filming to be undertaken. %31.5 million (at least, on the three series to date), with a

} ) o multiplier economic benefit factor of 2.67, if someone had a
| emphasise, very strongly, the point that this is also &ajculator we could then know what the economic benefit for
dream come true for the South Australian film industry. Wethis state is. | also highlight that for Leigh Creek and Hawker

have done well in this state since Don Dunstan founded thgnq other areas of the state (most recently the south-east) this
South Australian Film Corporatlon over 25 years ago, but thﬁas been a b|g boost for regiona| deve|opment_

focus has always been on the feature film market—whichis | | were still minister, any extra funding that we had in
great when it happens. Investment goes into it, but it is a stoghe arts would go to film production—not to a film festival,
and start business for our film crews and actors. Successiygit | am not going to dwell on that point. This issue of
governments have lobbied hard for, and finally achieved, &vesting in local jobs, our own culture and independent film
prime time television drama in this state which providesproduction is so important, whether it be country music, and
continuity of work for our film crews. We were seeing too the motion we talked about a moment ago regarding Kasey
many productions lost to Sydney, Melbourne and Brishane—€hambers’ success, or in terms of the success of our own
but principally Sydney—with the big American money stories told in South Australia with the enormous investment
coming in to build the film studios in New South Wales. Weby Channel 9 in the production dacLeod’s Daughters. |

are now able to lure many of those crews back here and kegggmmend Graham Evans, Chris Noble and everybody for the
those who did stay in work. quality of the series to date, and all the actors for their mighty

It is my understanding that employment is provided forperformances, and wish them well for the future series.

over 100 actors and crew, technicians, people inthe food and The Hon, CARMEL ZOL L O secured the adjournment
make-up areas, the horse industry and even shearers. Perhgpge debate.

some of the Hon. Bob Sneath’s former members are finding

they have an artistic bent, and surprisingly so. Some shearers ADJOURNMENT

are very good actors. They probably get paid more working

as film crew and extras than they get paid in shearing sheds. At 5.54 p.m. the council adjourned until Tuesday 8 July
The additional money that it brings in is fantastic, not only2002 at 2.15 p.m.



