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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL made him a legend in this place. | expect that Trevor will be
remembered in this chamber long after those of us who have

had less interesting lives have left.

TheHon. T.G. Cameron: You speak for yourself.

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: Perhaps with the exception
of Terry Cameron, whose name might also live on in legend
after less interesting characters such as us have left. As has

CROTHERS, Hon. T., DEATH been said previously, Trevor left the ALP in controversial
circumstances. | prefer not to dwell on those circumstances

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Agriculture,  butto remember the many positive contributions that Trevor
Food and Fisheries): By leave, | move: made to both the ALP and the parliament over many years.

That the Legislative Council expresses its deep regret at thd '€ Legislative Council has lost one of its most colourful
recent death of the Hon. Trevor Crothers, former member of th€haracters and certainly debate in this chamber has not been
Legislative Council, and places on record its appreciation of highe same: it has been much less exciting since Trevor left
distinguished public service. such a short time ago. On behalf of the government, | express
On behalf of government members | express our sorrow omy condolences to Trevor's family.
hearing of the death of our former colleague Trevor Crothers,
particularly as he left this chamber only a few months ago. TheHon. R.I. LUCAS (Leader of the Opposition): |
In condolence motions in this chamber we are more accusise on behalf of Liberal members, although | know a number
tomed to recognising members of parliament who left thisof my colleagues want to make a contribution to this debate.
chamber many years ago. It is particularly regrettable that the join with the Leader of the Government (Hon. Paul
Hon. Trevor Crothers enjoyed such a short retirement aftdriolloway) in saying how tragic it is that we are embarking
so many years of service to the community and this parliaen this condolence motion so soon after Trevor’s retirement
ment. He deserved better. from the Legislative Council. Yesterday at the funeral, a

Trevor Crothers was born on 20 May 1938 in Thurles,number of us remarked that there have been others—whom
Ireland. We know from the stories he has told many of us thamost of us knew, respected and admired in various propor-
he was a particularly good sportsman in those days aniipns, depending on their perspective—such as Gordon Bruce
certainly had a very interesting background during that timeind John Burdett who, having spent a distinguished period
in Ireland. He began work as a ship’s carpenter and joined tha the Legislative Council, did not get the opportunity to
Carpenters and Joiners Union and ultimately the Irish Labouspend a long and healthy retirement with their families,
Party. He served for a period in the British army in Malaysia friends and acquaintances.
about which he certainly had many stories in which | am sure | think it is a salutary lesson, to not only all members in
members who have been in this parliament for some yeatkis chamber but also in the house, that you cannot always
would have shared at various times. In 1958 he moved teely, whenever you make the decision to retire from parlia-
Australia where he worked for the State Electricity Commis-ment, on being able to enjoy that long period of happiness
sion in Victoria. and good health that you might have envisaged with family

In 1963 he moved to Adelaide where he worked as and friends. As | said, it is a lesson for us all as we contem-
forklift driver for SA Brewing. He then joined the Liquor plate respectively our futures. One of the great unknowns of
Trades Union and rapidly rose through the ranks of thaparliament is that everyone other than members of parliament
union. It was during that period that the Hon. Trevor Crotherghink that we are all mortal enemies, that is, that there are no
became one of the first people involved in the Aboriginal landriendships across the political divide and that people from
rights movement. | know again from the stories he would tellone side of the house do not share time and friendships with
on many occasions to those of us who had been in this pladbose from the other side of the political fence.
for some years of how he was a supporter of the Gurindji | think everyone in this chamber knows that many of our
tribe at Wattie Creek and those events that began the wholequaintances are surprised if we talk even moderately
Aboriginal land rights movement many years ago. favourably about a political opponent or the fact that you are

In 1981 Trevor Crothers became State Secretary of thekaving a cup of tea, a beer—whatever it is—or sharing a
Liquor Trades Union, which was a very significant affiliate social engagement with a member from the other side of the
of the Labor Party at that time, and in 1983 Trevor helpedolitical fence. That is sad. It is part of the nature of the
found the Centre Left, a grouping within the Labor Party. Theadversarial system in which we engage—all of us willingly,
1980s were a particularly turbulent time in the Labor Partyl might say, from time to time—nbut it does mask the fact that
and it was in that period that Trevor served as President of theery strong friendships are made by members of parliament
ALP. With his wit and a considerable ability as a chairman,across the political divide. | am sure that most members—
which | think long-term members of this chamber would haveperhaps | cannot say all members—would find themselves in
witnessed, he was certainly one of the best presidents of tHBose circumstances, that is, that, after a period in the
party that | have witnessed—and there have been more th@arliament, they will have made strong friendships with
30 of them in my time in the ALP. people from other political parties.

On 24 February 1987, Trevor was elected to fill the In my 20 years in parliament that, indeed, has been true
vacancy created by the departure of Brian Chatterton frorfor me, and | have been fortunate for the experience of
this place. After he had been here for some years, | joined themaking friendships with members in particular of the Labor
Hon. Trevor Crothers as a colleague. Unfortunately, it wa$arty, but other parties as well, and the last was, as the Hon.
a period during which he had some health problems, whicPaul Holloway indicated, 14 years or 15 years, since 1987,
ultimately perhaps led to Trevor’s frustration at many of thewith Trevor Crothers. Just as the comments of the Hon. Paul
events that happened later. One could tell many stories ¢iolloway reflected his friendship with Trevor, | am sure
Trevor Crothers during his 15 years in parliament, stories thaither members will recount from their own particular
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perspective their views and their friendships with Trevor Members will know that there was long discussion and
during that period. debate during that time. The Hon. lan Gilfillan, the Hon.
| want to make some comment about family. TheSandra Kanck and the Hon. Nick Xenophon were members

Advertiser—I think, sadly, and perhaps the story will be told Who were not from major parties and who all had differing
one day but today is not the day—did not devote a great de®erspectives and different issues that were important to them.

of space to Trevor's career and, sadly, | think some peoplehave not said this before, but in all the discussions | had
write him off, in a way—and | do not mean to be unkind—asWith Trevor there were really only two broad issues that he

a colourful character. He was that and much, much more ivanted to talk about. One was his notion of what he believed
his contribution to his political party, to his beliefs and to thewas in the best interests of not only his grandchildren

parliament. specifically but also future generations. That was in terms of
| want to make some comments about thd?PS and the state’s capacity to continue to be a viable state

significant debate on ETSA but, if one goes back over thdh terms of competition and for industry in this state, and the
15 years, if ever there was a debate on the Liquor LicensingroPlems of the state debt.

Act, up would pop TC, as we knew the Hon. Trevor Crothers It came back to that all the time. It was not state debt for
in friendly terms in the latter days, because that was a gre&fate debt's sake. It was state debt in terms of its capacity to
passion for him. He knew a lot about it and he spoke oftedmpact on this state’s ability to generate jobs for young
and eloquently on liquor licensing legislation. Anything to doPeople in the future. There might be differing views in this
with the trade union movement, with WorkCover legislationchamber about thatissue, and | respect those views. As | said,
or with industrial relations legislation, or the debates about do not share this aspect of Trevor’s private discussions with
whether contractors should be deemed to be employees Be in order to seek in any way to recreate that particular

about the rights of trade unions, trade unionists and tradéebate. I do it, rather, to indicate, as someone who had the
union officers and officials—his time in this parliament is discussions one on one with Trevor, that that was the driving

littered with his significant contributions. Of course, on theinfluence for him. It was the issue that drove him to make that
other side of the chamber we only saw his debate antfteful decision which severed a 40 or 45 year connection
contribution in parliament. Those of you fortunate enough tdvith Labor members of various persuasions and the industrial
be his former colleagues in the Labor Party will be able tgnovement in some part.
attest to the strength and the value of his contributions within ~ As the Hon. Terry Cameron said yesterday, it was a very
the forums of your own party. difficult decision for him because he knew what that decision
So there are many issues over his 15 years to Whicwould entail. He kneW that friendships of decades’ Stand|ng
Trevor, at least from our perspective on the other side of thwould be lost or jeopardised because of the decision. He
political fence, made a significant contribution. When we inknew that. He knew the strong views of the Labor Party and
recent times came to concentrate more on areas of gamb" Labor movement in relation to CrOSSing the floor on issues
and its crossover with the liquor licensing legislation he, ofiike that. But, in the end the driving influence of the issue of
course, on behalf of former members and colleagues withiipPs for young people in the future was so strong a motivation
his old union, continued to express very strong views on théhat he was prepared to take that and accept the problems that
appropriate nature and structure of the casino legislation arf§at would involve for him and his family and to vote in
the gaming machine legislation as it related to hotels an@ccordance with his conscience.
clubs, and sought to continue to represent the views of his The second key issue that he raised—and, as | said, there
fellow workers. were only two key themes—uwas to try to lock in protection
The strength of his friendships with his fellow workers for the workers within the old ETSA. We had interminable
was attested to by the fact that some of the people wheiscussions with the lawyers (not the lawyers involved with
worked with him as forklift drivers at SA Brewing when he Trevor) to try to put into legislation the provisions—the
first came to Adelaide were amongst the group that was therédlled gold’ clauses as | referred to them at the time—to
yesterday. | was fortunate enough to sit next to a friend oprotect the existing workers within ETSA. That was—and the
Trevor's of 35 years standing from their SA Brewing days,Hon. Terry Cameron has spoken of this before—almost
who said he had not seen Trevor for a few years but that the§plely as a result of Trevor’s very strong representations. It
had spoken on the telephone quite frequently, even during théas supported by the Hon. Terry Cameron and others, but it
later years of his being involved in parliament but notwas driven by Trevor.
necessarily being in great health. With regard to political issues, Trevor Crothers is
However, on the key issue of the ETSA privatisation—and!ndersold and undervalued by commentators if he is only
| said this at the time of the legislation, and | want to put it onreferred to as a ‘colourful character’. He was much more than
the record during this debate, although | do not do so to behat in terms of his contributions, and | know that members
divisive, because there were differing views among member@f all persuasions in the council will acknowledge that he
in this chamber—I believe that the places of both he and th&ade significant contributions on a range of issues and not
Hon. Terry Cameron will be recorded in history in terms ofonly the fateful ETSA issue.
the difficult decisions that both of them made on that Iturn now to the second area that | want to address. Given
particular legislation. | spent a lot of time with the Hon. that the council was sitting, a number of us were fortunate
Trevor Crothers in the period leading up to his decisiongnough to be able to represent the rest of the members at the
which was not an easy one for him, and obviously after thatuneral service yesterday. On behalf of members, | congratu-
time. Obviously, we believed that a small number of mem{ate the Hon. Terry Cameron for his eulogy. It was a very
bers within the Labor Party potentially felt strongly enoughdifficult eulogy for him to deliver personally, a very emotio-
about this issue to make it worthwhile devoting a certaimal eulogy, but all who were there acknowledged the
amount of time to talking to them and providing them with excellence of the contribution made by the Hon. Terry
information on these issues, and Trevor was one of those.Cameron and the fairness of his summary of Trevor's

Obviously,
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contribution to the parliament, the community and, morecherish the memories of those times when Trevor lent over
importantly, to his family. here and gave me the benefit of his opinion and his support,
| share the Hon. Paul Holloway’s view that many of usand it is clear that many people who knew him far more
would have heard many stories, not only of Trevor's sportingleeply than either my colleagues or | would have an even
endeavours in the past but in latter years more particularly oarmer and more profound reason to admire and respect him,
the contributions that his grandchildren were making in theiand will possibly indicate that today.
various endeavours. We heard of his joy each Friday as he However, it is sad that Trevor has not been able to enjoy
looked forward to babysitting Billy or whoever it would be a period in which a relaxed evening in his life would be
for that weekend at home. We heard many stories about whahared with his family, and anyone who spent any time with
he was looking forward to in his retirement. It was a sad sehim would realise that his family was of prime importance to
of circumstances yesterday, and not just because of th@m as a loving grandfather and father, and as a caring man.
Hon. Terry Cameron’s emotional contribution. It did not With those words, | extend the Democrats’ sincere and
seem so long—12 years ago—that | had been at that funerptofound condolences to his family.
parlour to attend the funeral of Trevor and Pam’s son Bill in
tragic circumstances. It was soon after Trevor had come into TheHon. R.D. LAWSON: |, too, join in the expressions
the parliament—it must have been around 1990. | know iof regret at Trevor Crothers’ passing. Like all his colleagues
was one of the most emotional and sad funerals | had evénd friends, | was deeply saddened and shocked by his
attended at that time, and to return to that venue yesterdayassing. | regard myself as honoured to have served in this
added to the emotional nature of the circumstances. place with Trevor. My first experience of him was on the
In concluding, | know that a number of my colleagues will Marineland select committee, which was resuscitated shortly
speak of a number of circumstances in relation to théfter the 1993 election, on which Trevor had previously
Hon. Trevor Crothers, and | hope they will include some ofserved and on which he continued to serve. His interchanges
the more cheerful and pleasant circumstances, such as high his political colleague Anne Levy were a great education
love for Manchester United, soccer, family and the things héo a new member.
was going to do. My final comment is to thank the Hon. |always found Trevor to be a most friendly person, most
Terry Cameron for organising (it seems only a few weeksntelligent and quite intellectual in many ways, thoughtful
ago, but I am not sure how long ago it was) an opportunityabout what he said, always ready with an anecdote, and full
for a lunch—it turned out to be a final lunch—in the Parlia- of picturesque historical events and incidents that he was very
ment House dining room with the Hon. Trevor Crothers. Ahappy to share with any member. He was also a most
number of members were able to attend. | thank the one girincipled man, and | saw that on the Marineland select
two government members who, for varying lengths of timecommittee. There were some who were keen to sweep that
given the business of being in government, were able to popatter under the carpet, but Trevor was always prepared to
along and at least wish Trevor well. | know that meant a lotensure that we got the full facts. He was principled and he
to Trevor. It was terrific that a number of Independent andvas courageous and, in the events described by the Hon. Rob
Liberal Party members were able to be there, but the fact thatucas in connection with the lease of ETSA, I think he
one or two government members were able to come alonghowed his courage and his principle.
and pay their respects and, as it turns out, say a final g'day In his maiden speech he described himself as an Irishman
and goodbye meant a lot to Trevor. | speak on behalf of &y birth but Australian by choice, and | think that he summed
number of my colleagues; we pass on our formal condolencégmself up very well because he had a deep commitment to
to Trevor's family, daughters, foster daughter, sons-in-lanAustralia and a great commitment to the working people of
and all 15 grandchildren. | did not count them, but they allthis community. Trevor Crothers was no chardonnay

seemed to be there at the funeral service yesterday. socialist. He was, as the Hon. Rob Lucas said, deeply
_ concerned about the welfare of ordinary men and women.
TheHon. IAN GILFILLAN: | rise on behalf of the He was also modest and self-deprecating. Trevor Crothers

Democrats to pay our last respects to Trevor Crothers and tgas not one to big-note himself or blow his bags about his
extend our condolences to his family on his untimely deathachievements, and they were considerable achievements for
Part of the reason for my taking this opportunity to speak issomeone who came to this country at about the age of 20, or
that | shared the second floor territory with Trevor for someshortly before. In a relatively short time he rose through the
time and, as members know, to be within range of or inranks of the union movement and the Labor Party, he was a
propinquity with Trevor Crothers was almost an irresistiblemember of the National Executive of the Australian Labor
contact. He often used to hail me as | tried to skip past thearty, and he became a member of this council.
door with ‘Limavady!" because he had identified that my  He was, indeed, as other members have mentioned very
forebears had come from Northern Ireland, and that sealed@oud of his Irish heritage and proud also of his family. To
continuing dialogue, about a third of which | understood, thesum him up, | would say that in every respect he was a lovely
rest | guessed at. | do think it is an eternal testimonial tnman, most companionable, truly a good man, and | extend my
Hansard that they have, presumably accurately, been able¢endolences to his family.
transcribe Trevor Crothers’ eloquent speeches. They were
eloquent, and very erudite. It was interesting to know that TheHon. A.L. EVANS: | speak from a Family First
Trevor housed within himself the body of an elite sportsmanperspective to honour the life of Trevor Crothers. | never met
It was not always apparent in the time that | knew him, andTrevor, but | have read a great deal about him. Just three
I think that in some ways his superior intellect was not alwaysveeks ago, my brother-in-law, who was a boss at
apparent. SA Brewery, said to me, ‘Have you met Trevor Crothers?’
He was a remarkable man in many ways. | found froml replied, ‘No, | haven't’ He said, ‘He is a very fine man.’ He
time to time that he and | had a remarkable harmony ofhen described his working relationship with Trevor when he
principles, quite often in extraordinary circumstances, and Was a boss at the brewery. He said that they had a wonderful
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working relationship and that they were able to work thingsfamily history, if honourable members will indulge me.
out to achieve the least number of disruptions for the worklrevor was born on 20 May 1938 in Thurles, County
force. He also spoke of Trevor’s ability as an intellectual andTipperary, Ireland, and he remained fiercely proud of his Irish
that he was widely read. He mentioned that on manyneritage all his life. | can recall the first time | met Trevor
occasions he would drive Trevor home and he referred t€rothers. | had only recently joined the Australian Workers
their many discussions. Union as an industrial officer. | went down to the watering
What was remarkable to me about this conversation walole, which used to be the basement of Trades Hall. | was
that my brother-in-law raised the subject. We had thisstanding waiting to be served and then Trevor was at my side
conversation three weeks before Trevor's passing, so thesaying to me, ‘You're young Cameron from the AWU. |
was no agenda. It demonstrated that my brother-in-law hadnderstand we're going to have to keep an eye on you.’ |
in his heart real affection, love and appreciation for this mariurned around and said to him, ‘I've been told you're a CIA
who put South Australia first and honoured the concept ogent employed by Lee Kuan Yew to spy on the Australian
producing harmony and unity between workers and the boskabor Party. | suppose I'm going to have to keep an eye on
you, too.” We both laughed, shared a beer and became firm
TheHon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER: | add my condo- friends from that day on.
lences to the family of Trevor Crothers. | never met his  Trevor left school at the age of 14 and became a carpenter,
family, but Trevor was in this place from the time | began myand once said, ‘The son of the Almighty got it right 2000
career in this parliament. Indeed, he was here as a relativel)ears ago.’ Had Trevor been born in a different family, had
new member when my father served in this parliament.  his family had money, | feel quite confident in saying
Many members have described the colourful nature offrevor’s life probably would have been completely different
Trevor’s character. He had an amazing history ranging fronand he would have had a distinguished academic career. He
being Junior Lightweight Boxing Champion of Ireland to won scholarships to both high school and to university. After
being a VFL footballer to being a prolific reader. Like manywinning a scholarship at the age of 14 to go to the best
others, when | sat in that corner as Whip, he would come oveuniversity in Ireland, after coming second in the entrance
and chat to me at length. As the Hon. Mr Gilfillan has said examination, he discovered that the cost of the books alone
| would have to wait to see whether he smiled or scowled tdor his first year of study was more than his working mother,
know what my reaction should be. Trevor in full flight, with who worked as a washerwoman scrubbing floors, earned in
his amazing brogue, was indeed very difficult to understanda whole year. To avoid embarrassment at home and in order
The Trevor Crothers that | remember was a man ohot to disappoint his mother, Trevor was off to see the world.
immense strength of character and principle. He was a trughortly after that, he first joined Ireland’s Labour Party, at the
Labor man, and an even truer union man. Over recent yeargge of 15.
| have met quite a number of now senior people in the wine Growing up in Belfast, Trevor had a couple of natural
industry who all had great respect for Trevor. Trevor was theskills going for him. | know you would not have believed it
union rep for a great number of the winery workers and héf you had seen him in the past few years, but Trevor in his
was always able to negotiate and settle conflicts withouearly days could run like the wind, was a champion cross-
strikes and animosity. country runner and, in fact, | think came second in the All
At least to me, he was unfailingly of good humour and helreland cross-country run. Another of his attributes, which
was always polite. He had a sense of justice and the couragerved him well not only in Belfast but certainly in his union
to pursue it. He kept a confidence and he expected others tiays, was that he could box a bit. In fact, he fought under the
do the same. He loathed deception and had no time farame of Macca here in Australia and won an Australian
opportunists, either political or personal. Equally, he wagunior welterweight title. He did play VFL football in the
totally loyal to those few he called his close friends. He wasseconds, but only for a short time.
unfailingly generous to his family and those he believed to The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting:
be less fortunate than himself. Trevor will not, | think, leave  TheHon. T.G. CAMERON: That's right. As the Hon.
a large estate, because he gave much of it away to those Aagus Redford says, the fact that Footscray, for whom he did
believed needed it. He had the greatest understanding pfay, are now called the Bulldogs may have had something
Aboriginal culture and the problems of Aborigines that | haveto do with Trevor Crothers. Whilst in Ireland, Trevor
ever encountered. Not only was he widely read on the issugualified as a ships carpenter and travelled the world. Time
but he also had personal contact with and a great deal @foes not permit me to go into all of the details, but he served
understanding of Aborigines, both those living in the city andn Africa and in Malaysia. He used to regale me with stories
those living in the remote parts of South Australia. of his military service.
| understand that Trevor grew up on a farm in Ireland. It was this trade as a ship’s carpenter that brought him to
Since migrating to Australia in 1962 he lived in the city, but Australia in 1961 where at the age of 23 years, ironically, he
he had a great understanding of people who were strugglingéent to work for the Victorian State Electricity Commission
He understood poverty, but he also understood lack o&s a rigger and heavy plant driver. A lull in the building
opportunities. | think it was this understanding and thisindustry saw him take a job as a forklift driver with the SA
passion for what he believed to be right that led him to takddrewing Company, a position which gave him entry into the
the decisions he did. Trevor told me once that he was brougl@outh Australian trade union movement and indirectly led to
up by a very strict old Catholic mother. He did not share thag career in politics, where he would become one of the most
faith at the time of his death, but | think if there is a heaveninfluential members of the Australian Labor Party in South
for agnostics, certainly Trevor is up there telling Irish jokes.Australia.
I wish him well and extend my sympathies to his family. He became a shop steward with the Liquor Trades Union
at the South Australian Brewing Company in 1963. Like the
TheHon. T.G. CAMERON: My best friend for over25 Hon. Andrew Evans, | have had many discussions with
years was Trevor Crothers, and | will talk a little about hispeople who sat on the opposite side of the fence at SA
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Brewing and who had the utmost regard for Trevor and the | now want to talk briefly about the Trevor Crothers whom
way he conducted himself. It did not take long for Trevor'sonly his family and close friends knew and understood.
natural oratory skills, his intelligence, knowledge andFirstly, | would like to place on record my heartfelt condo-
intellect to see him rise quickly to become the union’slences to his family: to his ex-wife Pam Crothers and his
president in 1981, and he was then elected secretary of tluhildren—Cheryl and Robert and their children Alison, Ben
Liquor Trades Union—a post he held until entering the state’snd Alannah; Linda and Andy and their children David,
upper house in 1987. William, Andrew and Danniel; Maureen and Anthony and

Trevor also served on the State Executive of the Soutfheir children Charlene, Belinda, Amanda, Todd and Ciara;
Australian United Trades and Labor Council. He was theand also his foster daughter Tina and her children Alisha,
longest serving member on the ALP State Executive, thdakob and William. My condolences also go to his very good
longest serving member on the Centre Left State Executivétiends Joe Mitchell and Pam. Trevor also had a son who was
and he was both president and vice president of the Souffeceased, and the Hon. Robert Lucas referred to him earlier.
Australian Labor Party. | had the pleasure of having Trevof attended the funeral, along with the Hon. Robert Lucas, that
act as my president whilst | was secretary of the Australia§lay- .

Labor Party. | was a member of that organisation for 40 Trevor could be a very tough man, a very stoic man, and
years. Not only was Trevor the best and fairest president thathink only a few of us actually appreciated how hard he took
| ever served under but | think he was the best presidentthe loss of his son. Many a time, when | would be sitting
ever witnessed during not only the 40 years | was a membéfone with him in his office, he would start to shed a tear

but also for the many years before | turned 12 that | used t@bout his long lost son and tell me how lucky | was that my
attend Labor Party conferences. three sons were still alive and well. Trevor talked about his

As a president, Trevor was probably tougher on me aghlldren, his grandchﬂdren and his family for hours. In fact,
party secretary than was any other president | served undétr.WOUId _probably be fair to say that Trevor could _talk gbout
That was the nature of the man’s loyalty: if he was loyal to@Y Subject for hours. I felt as though | knew all his children
you he would always be the first one into your office to tell2nd grandchildren personally. He loved his children with a
you when you were wrong and, after berating you and givinggass'on'. He was proud of their Aboriginal heritage; and his
you a pretty tough time, he would often say, ‘Oh well, you randchildren were just the sunshine that lit up his life.

are wrong, but we have to go in there and do battle with the 1'€VOr was a self-taught man, having left school early. |
Left—I'll be supporting you', and he would. That is who guess | know things about Trevor that no-one in this chamber

: . Id know, but he told me that he quickly determined that
your true friends are: those who tell you that you are wron ou ! h '
on an issue, that you are dead wrong, try to talk you out of i hen he left school at the age of 14 and not being able to

and, when they cannot, still say, ‘Well, I'l still support you, 2cCePt the scholarship to go to university, he would educate
any\,/vay’ ' ' ' " himself. It might surprise members to know that Trevor could

speak seven languages. He could read and write Latin. | used

Trevor was a founding member of the Centre Left and wag, e ar Trevor from time to time speak a bit of French, Latin
a confidante of Premier Bannon, who often sought his adwcgr German. On one occasion we went to the Polish Club on

on party matters. Trevor was viewed as a.father figure bys o nd Junction Road and I, like many others, were a bit
many people, and his knowledge and experience about trad@e nica| anout this man who claimed he could speak a
union matters, ALP rules and the constitution were Oftenhumber of languages

sought by people who did not know how to deal with their | went with Rod Sawford and Mick Young. It was during
problems. . the Port Adelaide by-election. Trevor was president of the
Trevor was elected to state parliament on 24 Februargarty and when the invitation came he said, ‘Look, | think Ill
1987 when he was preselected to replace former Lab@jo with you. | said, ‘Well, it's not necessary, it's just a bit
Minister of Agriculture Mr Brian Chatterton. Trevor said at of Campaigning_’ He said, ‘No, the Poles are funny peop]e'
the time the two issues that were most important to him werg might be able to make the situation a bit easier for you.
unemployment and the social fabric and well-being ofthat was it; that was all | knew. I picked him up and took him
society. In the parliament, Trevor played an active role. Hgg the Polish Club. Within about 15 minutes, as was often
was until his retirement a member of the Statutory AUthoritieSrrevor’s way, he had the entire Polish executive all clamour-
Review Committee and served on a long list of selecing around him, marvelling at this man who could speak
committees. Polish. It was the first | had ever heard of him speaking
Trevor would often take up causes and meet delegatiorRolish. They then insisted that Trevor and | go into their
that other members of parliament would ignore, such as theommittee room—what we call our executive room—where,
time he met a delegation from six charities who wanted to telas is the tradition with many of the migrant clubs operating
politicians how poker machines had cost them each millionkere, there were pictures around the committee room (or
of dollars. Only Trevor and two other MPs turned up. Trevorexecutive room) of places at home.
was a man of courage and conviction. When he believed Spread around that room were pictures of all of the
something to be true, his mind could not be changed, nprominent buildings in Warsaw. Trevor walked over to one
matter what pressure was brought to bear. That is why ibf the pictures with the president of the Polish Club and
broke his heart to cross the floor to support the lease of ETSétarted talking about the building that was depicted and
in 2000, but to the bottom of his heart and soul he believegroceeded to tell us in which year it was built, who the
it was the right thing to do for South Australia. It was not anarchitect was and how long it took to build. In fact, he knew
easy decision for him to make. He knew that he would losenore about the building than any of the Polish people there.
40 years of friendships and the support of the union moveHe then proceeded to lead the delegation of Poles around
ment and the party he loved—a party he continued to lovéheir committee room and describe the building in each
until he died, the ALP—but he wanted to do what he thoughpicture and where it was. We were about half way through the
was best for the long-term interest of the state he loved. exercise when the president of the Polish Club said, ‘When
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did you go to Warsaw, Mr Crothers? How long did you live intend to do, son. I'm going to live my life to the full, but I'm
there?’ He said, ‘I've never been to Poland.’ Yet, because hgoing to leave a good-looking corpse.’

had read so much, he knew every building in the pictures as We will always remember Trevor on his feet in this
he walked around that committee hall. parliament with his booming Irish voice echoing around the

It was the nature of the man. He taught himself. On thechamber. If people dared to not listen to him he would just
way home | asked, ‘Trevor, where on earth did you learn taaise the tempo a little bit and his brogue would bounce off
speak Polish? You've never been to the country.” He saidthe walls of this chamber, commanding everybody’s atten-
‘It's all right, mate. Thirty-odd years ago | shacked up with tion. We will remember that cheeky, fresh Irish manner that
a Polish girl for three months. She taught me.” As | am suréne carried with him until his death, and those sparkling eyes
many of you would agree, his memory was so phenomenal-that twinkled as he laughed and joked, which he did constant-
and he used to often say ‘built like an elephant, but a memorily.
like one, too’—that he could still remember what he had been | will remember Trevor Crothers lovingly reminiscing
taught 20 years or 30 years ago. with me about his children and his grandchildren whom he

Trevor was the most widely read man whom | have metidolised. | am sure every member of this council and all his
He once said to me that he believed that he had read mofgends will join me in offering condolences to his family.
than half of the books in the parliamentary library. | know And Trevor, old mate, you will be sadly missed, but there are
that when his health was better—he was a bit of an insomnia |ot of people in this place who will always remember you.
ac—he would sometimes go through 10 or 15 books every
week. It would not matter what the subject was, Trevor would TheHon. R.K. SNEATH: Unfortunately, in life there are
read it; and, because of his wonderfully retentive memory, heoo many workers who work and farmers who farm up to 65
enjoyed nothing more than educating someone who was a hyiears old who have only a short retirement. Perhaps they
ignorant on subjects such as history and the arts (as the Homove into town to enjoy their retirement but all too soon they
Diana Laidlaw would know) and a few other subjects; and hgpass away. Such was the case with Trevor. Unfortunately, he
took it upon himself to teach me what he had spent a lifetimelid not have the opportunity to enjoy his grandchildren and
learning. his children in leisure time, which is a shame.

You could not ask Trevor about a king in England, a  We do not know some of our fellow members here outside
president in America or a president of France without highe chamber and it was not until | attended his funeral service
being able to discuss their personal history, when they wergesterday that | saw the other side of the Hon. Trevor
elected, etc. His knowledge of English, Irish and ScottistCrothers: as a family man, a father and a grandfather. It is
history was such that he could not only talk about their kingsery sad that those wonderful healthy looking grandchildren
and queens, prime ministers and presidents but he could g¢ho were at the service will not have their grandfather to
right down to the detailed family history of the lot of them. guide them in the years to come. It is very sad because I think
It was phenomenal. that he was the sort of fellow who would show wonderful

Trevor touched everyone he met. Both friend and foeyuidance to grandchildren and children. | am sure that he was
admired and respected him. Recently, a group of politiciana wonderful grandfather and you could see the respect that
held a luncheon at Parliament House to wish him well in highey had for their grandfather in the eyes of his grandchildren
retirement, and there were a number of people at that lunclat that service.

I will not run through who was there, but | acknowledge two  Another side of Trevor that | would like to touch on is the
people who came to that luncheon because, in his own waynion side. Trevor spent most of his life working hard for

| believe Trevor would like me to put it on the record. | drove better conditions for workers, and there is no doubt in my
him home from that luncheon and we sat in his apartment anghind that Trevor went to his grave still thinking about better
spent an hour or so talking about politics and history. He wagonditions and rights for workers. | would also like to pass
so pleased that a bunch of people had turned up to have lungh the condolences of the Statutory Authorities Committee
with him that he actually wept in his lounge. He was particu-members, and past members of that committee, which Trevor
larly pleased that the Hon. Paul Holloway and the Honserved on. Even through ill-health he made every attempt to
Michael Atkinson, two people from his old Labor Party, hadget there when the committee was sitting and he made a
turned up. It should come as no surprise to either of you thakonderful contribution to the committee. | am sure that the
he regarded you both with enormous respect, and I think thgast presiding member, the Hon. Legh Davis, who attended
fact that you turned up that day signalled to him that you hadhe funeral yesterday, would like his condolences passed on
respect for him as well. in the council. He sometimes had great trouble chairing the

Trevor was a wise and intelligent man. He was passionateommittee with Trevor’s advice coming frequently. On behalf
about politics. He had an army of friends. I think his compas-of the secretary and research officer of that committee 1 also
sion, his wicked sense of humour and his wit, his loyalty anchass on their condolences, with my deepest sympathy to the
his wisdom endeared him to us all. Trevor was a tirelesgamily.
champion of the underdog who never forgot his humble
beginnings. Despite poor health in recent years, his spirit TheHon. DIANA LAIDLAW: | also pass on my condo-
remained indomitable. lences to Trevor's family. | used to hear a lot about the

I will remember my friend’s loyalty and companionship. family, because on occasions the Hon. Trevor Crothers and
I will remember a principled man who fought for what he | would share a cigarette out on the steps of Parliament
believed in, and | was proud of the fact that he used to call mélouse. Family has always been important to me, and it was
‘son’. | will remember Trevor’s wise counsel and friendship. certainly important to the Hon. Trevor Crothers, and we
Everyone who knew him, and who knew him well, remem-shared many happy times. At one time | alerted him that my
bers a man who lived his life to the full. He often used tofather was seeking to write our early family history, having
joke, saying, ‘Lead a hard life but leave a good-lookingcome from border country in Scotland. Dad need not have
corpse.” He would always laugh and say, ‘That is what Idelved far into the family archives; Trevor knew it all, and |
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understand that some contact was made. It was much easier| thank Mr Elliott, too, for the commonsense and practical
for me to put Trevor Crothers in contact with Dad than to tryar?ﬁlf(ovegm a?\zbnr%%%dhigs?és :I?r?oejhh Hgmgvifwlénr:i;sehrin”;a L%f; thtin
to remember ever_ythlng thaf[ Trevor told me bgcause, %Pe terms that could be déscribeg bg the gld Latin maxim festina
others have mentioned, | did not understand it all andiente, which in English means ‘to hasten slowly’.

secondly, it was so much information coming so thick and . .

fast. | was there just to have a quick cigarette and run backhat is my memory of Trevor. He did hasten slowly. | never

into the council; | did not have pad and pencil and the hour§ould believe he was a runner, but his mind never stopped
to spare. and | thank him for some wonderful memories of a big man

I remember Trevor Crothers principally for being such aWIth abig heart.

big hearted, caring man. The Labor Party has—perhaps |

should not say an uncanny—a wonderful way of introducin lThe HO_?' A. REDFFRD: :a?upc%?lg;heemk?tloﬂé N(gs a
colourful, caring characters in this place. | could name som nly was 1revor a partiamentary gue bu W

I have served with or knew over time from Jimmy Dunford genuine friend and confidant throughout the whole eight year
to Norm Foster, and | put the Hon. Trevor Crothers in theDerIOd that we shared membership of this place. Yesterday

same category. He was not well educated in the sense bihad the honour of attending my friend's funeral, and |

school years and qualifications, but well educated in the sen§ ngratulate_the Hon. Terry Cameron on his speech yester-
of the world, experience and caring. He had a bigger hea ay, expressing grief on our behalf. It was pleasing to see not

than most people who claim to be religious would ever b nly the number of present members in attendance but also

able to demonstrate. | found those three characters—ormermemberS and, given the similarity, in some respects,

gentlemen—from the Labor Party some of the most wonder‘-)f their histories, it was also particularly pleasing to see the

ful people | have ever been fortunate to meet, and they Weﬂaon. Norm Foster in attendance at the funeral yes_terday.
part of the privilege of serving in this place. | also endorse the Hon. Rob Lucas’s comments in relation

to my former colleague and friend, particularly his comments
bout the media coverage in relation to the enormous

pccéﬁrgré(r)l t%lggs' s‘fj};\riléljI t'ﬁast”rfgr'v§§3|drr}ﬁ3‘th|2‘u$ea§'?n”e' L%gLﬁontribution that Trevor, or TC as we used to call him in the
y orridors, made to this parliament and to the life of South

going to play after play and art galleries and the rest. He di% .

not frequent the theatre or go to the art galleries, but he kne ustralians. )
about the works and the wealth of collections not only here | know that Trevor would have been so proud of his
but also around the world. He would cite paragraph and pagérandson who did the Bible reading yesterday. He is almost
and almost act from Shakespeare to Shaw. | would stanée spitting image of Trevor, with the broad shoulders and the
there agape, confident that there would not have been a wof@me way that he carried his frame. Indeed, as he did the
misplaced and that he was doing it all from memory; it wadBible reading, he held the podium in exactly the same way
fantastic. As a minister | also found him highly irritating &s Trevor would lean over the podium in this place. I know
when he became an Independent Labour member, because#@0 that he would have been extraordinarily proud of his
would never tell me what he would do or when he would dogrand-daughters, who read a poem in his honour at the
it. He always told me that he never wanted a briefing on anjuneral, which was quite moving.

bill; he would listen to the debate and make up his mind on | first met Trevor when | took over his old office as he was
the spot. | actually never knew what was coming when a bilmoving out following the 1993 election. | remember that he
was being debated in committee. said to me that he had left a number of ashtrays. He said,

One time that he did come forward and let me know whatYou can never have too few of those in the office for my
he wanted was in respect of the Development Act (SignificariRenefit, because he always intended to give up smoking one
Trees) Amendment Bill. He was passionate about a gum tre@ay- | believe he recently endeavoured, in quite a serious
that was on part of a neighbouring property next to the hous#ay, to give up smoking. However, he was pretty committed
he was renting. He wanted a branch if not the whole treé0 it over the years.
removed because every time the Hon. Trevor Crothers put out In the bottom drawer of one of the cabinets, he also left a
his washing he would get leaves and gum dropped on it, anghole set of speeches, which he described to me as some of
there were also birds—I heard the lot. It became an obsessidis better ones, and he said that | could use them. When |
with him and | was very pleased that, when he spoke on thpicked them up they were not in any printed form; they were
significant tree legislation on 11 April 2000, the governmentall carefully handwritten. | asked him, ‘Do you always hand
was able to accept the amendment that the Hon. Trevawrite your speeches?’ He said, ‘No, | make it up as | go
Crothers moved, which was that a neighbour could apply foalong, but | have to give them to Hansard otherwise they will
a tree to be lopped and that in such circumstances, if thieave nothing to report because they don’t understand a word
council agreed, that neighbour would not have to incur thé say.’” The biggest piece of advice | got from different
costs. It was an important matter of principle that the costsolleagues on both sides of the chamber at that time was that
would not be something that the land owner or ratepayer should never interject on Trevor, because he was always
would have to incur in such circumstances. going to better you. In fact, | did try it once. It was a quick

Briefly | read from his contribution on that bill because, lesson learnt, because | do not think | ever endeavoured to

even on trees, he was able to refer to Latin phrases. | will ndfterject on Trevor again.

do justice to either the Hon. Trevor Crothers or Latin, which  He was great for us younger members. | think | was the

| learnt in my first year at high school, the equivalent ofyoungest member in this place at the time, and he would
year 8, and failed. | think this paragraph also sums up thalways come over and say, ‘Son, that was a good speech, or
Hon. Trevor Crothers well because he gave credit where i18on, that was a bad speech.’ Later in my career it was, ‘Son,
was due, and he was even prepared to give it to the Hon. Mwhy do you talk so long?’ He was always very forthcoming
Elliott. He stated: with his advice, and | know that it was given in a genuine

He did have a bewildering memory for quotations from
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way. Again, | share the Hon. Terry Cameron’s observatiorand what a great person that member was; just the depth of
that Trevor was hardest on his close friends. pride that he had in his face and his eyes was a sight to
He was well respected. | have had a lot to do with thebehold.
hotel industry over the years, and | know that everyone inthat | pass on my condolences to his family, who arranged a
industry spoke highly of him and his involvement as a unionmagnificent funeral yesterday. To Cheryl, Linda, Maureen,
representative. He was passionate when he came into thisha and their respective children, | pass on my condolences.
place when speaking on behalf of the industry. He intrinsicalesterday, the order sheet was quite touching and there was
ly understood that what was good for the industry was good little poem included in the service, which | will read into
for workers. Many, many thousands of young people who argjansard. This is the Irish mother’s blessing, and | am sure
making their way through universities through part-time jobsTrevor would have been very proud to have this at his
and the like owe the very good wages and conditions thejuneral. It reads:
enjoy in that industry to the work of the Hon. Trevor May the road rise up to meet you
Crothers. . . . . . . May the wind be always at your back
My other abiding memory is sharing time with him on the May the sun shine warm upon your face
Statutory Authorities Review Committee. It was an interest-  The rain fall soft upon your fields
ing committee, because Legh Davis, who was not strongly - and, until we meet again
passionate about smokers’ rights—although he did occasion- May God hold you in the palm of his
ally steal one from me—was confronted with the Hon. Anne  hand.
Levy, the Hon. Trevor Crothers and me. | think we were th
only parliamentary committee that used to break every 4

minutes (Anne used to leave early) for a 10-minute cigarette The Hon. J.SL. DAWKINS: | rise to support the motion.

brel?k\}vas during that period that we had four years OfI first_ met the Hon. Trevor Crothers during the 1989 state
. Do, . . election, when he and | both spent many hours handing out
investigating ETSA. We would get witness after witness, %, "\ ote cards at the Elizabeth polling booth. | was
E?I_rgﬁg g;grztiigglaer)l(gl?rllmtﬂ% hn%"\‘/’v dclfcfnlr%lgte tlit'[i\vlv:se;c\)/igﬁrr%agnet handjng out.cards forone of a series of unsucce_ssful Liberal
create'd by a former federal government and just how hard andidates in that area, while Trevor was handing them out
r the official Labor Party candidate against Martyn Evans,

was going to be to manage it. When talking about thg "t ¢orse. in those days was an Independent Labor
electricity industry, he showed genuine care for the extraordi-

narily difficult task confronting the managers. workers an member. He started telling me stories that day and continued
Y . . g the managers, dto do so right up until the last time | saw him.

other people involved in the electricity industry. Indeed, | do The Hon. Bob S h and oth " h ked
not think anyone should underestimate the impact of that e Hon. Bob Sneath and other colleagues have talke

inquiry on his ultimate decision. | know, and others have saig@20ut Trevor's time on the Statutory Authorities Review
that it was a very difficult decision. Committee. Certainly, in the middle of a discussion on any

I will never forget that night—and it was very late at night. subject, he would find the occasion to regale us with stories,

I think he commenced his speech well after midnight_aguotations, and even occasionally a song in Gaelic. Much of

about 2 a.m. He had spent a very long and nervous day in ht(%e time that | was on the committee we were dealing with the

office preparing for that speech. Terry Cameron, a couple of ‘St Terrace Cemetery, and Trevor could tell you just about
other members and | had a coffee with him throughout th verybody_ who was ever buried at West Terrace, right back
course of the day. As | said, he rose to speak well afte the earliest days of this colony. o
midnight. Now, Trevor was wont to doze off occasionally in ~ From about the second day that | was in this chamber, |
parliament, but he certainly did not on this occasion. Whe{¥as asked to sitin the President’s ch_a|r as Acting President.
he rose to his feet he gave an absolutely tremendous speedkeVor, who of course loved performing that role as well—
| know that many in this place did not agree with everythingand | think probably would have loved to be President—took
he said, but the way in which it was delivered—the powerMe under his wing and gave me little coaching tips, occasion-
and courage with which it was delivered—was something thad/ly telling me that | had done a good job. | remember that
had all on our side of the chamber bolt upright. very fondly. | do not remember as fondly the day that the
| know that our respect for him, which was already great,HQn- Trevor Crothers camein Wlth his hat on and cauged me
was never disingenuous. | know that there are a number dfat at a later date.
stories, and many of us have them, but | remember the night | always remember Trevor telling me that he came from
that the Hon. Terry Cameron and | went to watch Australiad family where the males were either six feet six or five feet
versus Ireland in football at Football Park. | remember talkinghree. He was intrigued to know that | knew a family called
to Terry, trying to work out which team Trevor would barrack Crothers at Gawler, some of whom | had played football
for—Australia or Ireland. Well, he did not disappoint us: | do against, and that generally they were of the taller variety.
not think he saw one kick. He was in close discussion witHonce | gave him a contact, he arranged for them to come in
a number of union officials, who were also at that function,for dinner. Most members would know that Trevor did not
justifying his decision on ETSA, and it was a great night. spend a lot of time in the dining room, but he organised a
Late last year, | also remember the enormous love hdinner for this family in the parliament and insisted that | join
showed when his grand-daughter worked with him here fothem; it was a very enjoyable night.
a while on a volunteer basis. Trevor, who did not wander | remember his strongly voiced view that, once he had
around parliament an awful lot, spent the whole week takingnade the decision to leave the ALP, he would call himself an
his grand-daughter to every single possible place that yolindependent Labour’ member—with a ‘u’. He always said
could imagine a member of parliament might be, introducinghat very strongly. He privately told me one day that the ‘u’,
her and telling her what a wonderful person this member waas well as being the traditional spelling of Labour, also stood

de to Trevor Crothers.
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for union because he never lost his strong support for thevould not be Catholic or Protestant but rather agnostic. | am
union movement. not sure whether that was the middle ground of the sectarian
We have heard about his Irish background and on onargument, but he decided to take neither his mother’s side nor
occasion | must have told him that some of my ancestors ohis father’s side. Those Centre Left tendencies were probably
my mother’s side came from Enniscorthy in southern Irelandalso indicated when, at the football match where Australia
Trevor bailed me up for half an hour telling me of the historyplayed Ireland, he did not barrack for either side but rather
of Enniscorthy and the castle there. He knew everythingalked to his mates about legislation past and to come.
about the history of that part of his native country. Most of He was a ship’s carpenter, as he reminded me many times
us, during our life, have had a nickname or two that we havevhen | sat in front of him and beside him and shared an office
not liked, sometimes directly related to our surnameover the years. He worked on ships in the Belfast shipyards
Members here would not be surprised that one of the namés the mid to late 1950s, and | sailed as a ship’s engineer on
I have not enjoyed, particularly in more recent years, igwo of the ships he worked on, which was coincidental. |
‘Dawky’, but Trevor used to call me ‘Dawky’ all the time and related a story to him about one occasion when the crew
he was probably the only person | tolerated doing so. Theebelled in the United States; the food had started to deterio-
Hon. Trevor Crothers was a great friend to me from the dayate after we had been at anchor for some three months during
I came here. | cherish his memory greatly and extend mw longshoremen’s strike, and there was a fight in the saloon.
sincere condolences to his family. A plate went whizzing past my head and hit the bulkhead,
which was made of Queensland maple. | did not know that
TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal  until | relayed the story to Trevor about the plate flying
Affairsand Reconciliation): | rise to indicate my support for through the air. He said, ‘Yes, | put up the panels in the
the motion and place on record my condolences to Trevor'saloon you were dining in and you were the beneficiary when
family, both immediate and extended. | have a few recollecyou weren't hit by a plate during that dispute.’ He also had
tions about Trevor, having known him for a number of yearsmany other stories he would relay to me ad nauseam and, in
going back to the 1970s in the Labor Party, during which timemost cases, they were repetitive, but he wanted to make
it had two major factions—the Left and the Right. Trevor waspoints about his close affinity with the sea and the life he had
anatural to join the Centre Left and be a foundation membethere. He also worked as a rigger for a company that helped
because of his nature in relation to how he dealt with politicsput up a plant at Kimberly-Clark, their No. 2 machine, which
His general view on politics both at a union and political level| later worked at in the South-East. It seemed that wherever
was that he could always work out a compromise and a ded@le went | was following him in some sort of strange way.
where nobody lost. That is basically what he tried to do, from  The story about his speeches being in the bottom of his
my observation, within the party structure. desk is another indicator of Trevor. | am surprised that he had
I am sure that when he made his decision to cross the flogjut only his ‘better speeches’ in the bottom drawer because,
he genuinely felt that he might have been able to make H you spoke to him, every speech he made was a major
decision on such an important issue as that where there woudntribution to the debate. | will not describe some of the
be no losers. | make no judgment on the formation of hissxperiences on trips that the Hon. Mr Elliott and | had on a
decision, other than those | put on record at the time imumber of select committees because they may be seen to be
Hansard, but he knew that when he made that decision heot respectful, but he did not mind our telling some of those
would be cutting his formal ties with the Labor Party. He stories because he was not afraid of self-criticism and we
went out of his way to speak to those people in the party foused to add to it from time to time in a fun way.
whom he still had respect and whom he felt would carry the The contributions that have been made today have
flag for those industrial issues on which he felt he still hadseparated the man from the politician, or from the political
contributions to make, so that his influence could be carrie@dperator, and that is basically what | have tried to do. Trevor
back into the Labor Party and he could be seen as still beingas made a strong contribution to industrial politics and
a part of the general labour movement; he had formed thgolitical life in parliament. | think he has brightened up our
view that, although he was no longer a contributor to theives from time to time. Sometimes he made them easier,
party through its formal structures, he would do it informally sometimes he made them harder, for people on both sides, but
through individuals. certainly one thing you could not do was ignore him. He was
We would talk from time to time about his opinions on a a very strong individual who, at the end, worked in his own
wide range of issues. Contributions have been made by thgay to empower the community.
Hon. Terry Cameron, who was a close friend, and others, so
I will not elaborate on Trevor’s personal history. Trevor was The PRESIDENT: There being no further contributions,
not just a colourful character; he was a very colourfull rise to make a short contribution to this debate. As someone
character. He was almost larger than life, figuratively andvho spent more time with the Hon. Trevor Crothers than
relatively speaking. Our paths crossed in a number of wayalmost anyone bar the Hon. Terry Cameron, | have mixed
in relation to his having been a carpenter in the Belfasmemories dating from the time when | first arrived and
shipyards. That was a shipyard that had sectarian basddevor took it upon himself to take me, mould me, shape me,
employment, where the large majority of those who workedand whatever else had to be done. In many ways, what
were Protestant. Catholics struggled, and probably stillnembers see before them today is as a result of the examples
struggle, to find employment in a number of places inset by Trevor—some by good example, some by bad. And so
Northern Ireland. Trevor was opposed to that sort of policywhat members see before them today is somewhat the fault
development, although he was a beneficiary of it. Someonef Trevor Crothers. | make this contribution at this stage so
else mentioned that he was raised by and had a lot of respatiat members cannot retract any of the nice things they said
for his Catholic mother. | understand that his father wasabout Trevor. However, | did spend a lot of time with Trevor
Protestant. Therein, with the Centre Left formation, policyand | can remember some of the legendary stories that we all
development and his whole theory on life, he decided that hevitnessed at that time, such as the time he proved that you
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could swallow a Mars bar whole. Those were the days when PAPERS TABLED
the News was—
The Hon. T.G. Roberts interjecting: The following papers were laid on the table:

The PRESIDENT: The Hon. Terry Roberts reminds me By the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs and Reconciliation
that, just to prove it, he did it twice. It was one of those tired(Hon. TG prerts)— _
and emotional times that we were all experiencing during that University of South Australia—Report, 2000-2001.
period. | can remember many examples. | spentalotoftime ~ Regulation under the following Act—

- . . . Freedom of Information Act 1991—Universities.
with him on the very sad death of his son, and | used to drive Corporation By-laws—

him home many times because he was tired and emotional. Norwood, Payneham and St. Peters—
| can remember taking him home on many occasions. On one No. 3—Roads.

occasion it was about half past 3 or 4 o’clock in the morning No. 4—Local Government Land.
and he had a JPSC meeting the next morning. He kept

reinforcing with me that I had to be there at 8.30 because he STATE BUDGET

had the JPSC meeting. Finally, at about 4 o’clock, | got him
to alight from the car, in line with his door—and the Hon.
Terry Cameron would appreciate that you went into th
driveway, dropped him off, and then you had to back aroun
and go out. | dropped him off, although it ended up that |
actually threw him out. He headed toward the door, so | ! .
proceeded to reverse the car, when | heard a loud clunk and ' N€Hon. R.I. LUCAS: Late last month a question was
looked up to see this 23 stone man doing a backwar@Sked Of the Treasurer by the member for Davenport on the
somersault across my bonnet. He landed on his feet and th&?Y€ of wages contingency being held for pqt_)llc sector wage
sat on his glasses. | cannot tell members what he said, buff]cré@ses. Information provided to the opposition from within
am sure that everyone within a three kilometre radius of higovernment indicates that the budget has been predicated on

home in Campbelltown could. We cannot mention it herj?e basis of 4 per cent wages contingency in the public sector

today because it would be unparliamentary and certainly ndgt€ind held from 1 July this financial year, from 1 July next
able to be printed! year and for each of the forward estimates periods. The

I spent many hours with Trevor on other occasions and WTreasurer received advice from the Under Treasurer that
did go through a lot of things. He lectured me many times an dicated that, in the past, part of that wages contingency was

ave Me a renort on My own proaress as | went alona. H llocated to government departments and agencies and part
9 P y prog 9- "¥as held in a central Treasury contingency allowance. The

often said to me that | was probably the best orator in th%\dvice from the Under Treasurer to the Treasurer was that all

:fgsf]t(:ilrllt%?liogrjﬂi;(ﬁéttz?r: I(;?(?;Srosuersﬁa\‘/ag\?esr?hb; b\%;?gof that contingency should now be held by Treasury in a
. 9 ) : - they contingency allowance and not provided to departments and
fun times and we enjoyed a lot—

) : _ _ agencies.

TheHon. Diana Laidlaw: And you believed it! The Treasurer was asked whether he had been advised by

The PRESIDENT: Whether or not | believed itis really the Under Treasurer that for the purposes of budget presenta-
not the point. However, in conclusion, | do thank the Hon.tion the Treasurer could make a decision to allocate all of the
Trevor Crothers in many ways for the examples, especially per cent wages contingency held in Treasury to the
when | was a new member of parliament, because he woulgqucation and health budgets—and, | interpose, also other
take me aside and give me those lectures which give yogepartmental budgets—as long as he told the ministers and
some grounding about where you needed to go or where yaagencies that the funds were not controlled by them, despite
need not go. Many of the happiest moments of my parliamenhese amounts appearing in their state budgets and, if so,

tary life were shared with the Hon. Trevor Crothers, and h@vou|d the Treasurer agree to include this process in the
also gave me probably the saddest moment as well. Judget papers.

TheHon. R.I. LUCAS (Leader of the Opposition): |
eek leave to make a brief explanation before asking the
eader of the Government, representing the Treasurer, a
question about the state budget.
Leave granted.

conclude by confirming the motion. The Treasurer on that occasion indicated that the member
Motion carried by members standing in their places infor Davenport would need to wait for the budget to be handed
silence. down. When one looks at the budget and the press releases
that have been issued, there has been no response from the
[ Sitting suspended from 3.52 to 4.05 p.m.] government to this serious claim that has been made and the

information provided, as | said, from within government
about a change in the presentation of the budget papers.
ASSAULTS, PENALTIES As a number of people have commented, the important
issue that is being debated at the moment is whether or not,
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Agriculture,  for example, there has been a real increase in education and
Food and Fisheries): | lay on the table a copy of a minister- health budgeted spending for this year compared to last
ial statement on the subject of aggravated offences made lygar—and there are varying views about that. That, of course,

the Premier in another place. would be impacted upon by whether or not the Treasurer
accepted the advice that he received from the Under Treasur-
NURSES er to change the public presentation of the education and

health figures by the presentation of this contingency

TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal  allowance. So my questions to the Leader of the Government,
Affairsand Reconciliation): | lay on the table a copy of a representing the Treasurer, are: will the Treasurer now
ministerial statement relating to Exelcare made by therovide an answer to the question asked by the member for
Minister for Health. Davenport prior to the budget? And, will the Treasurer now
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provide details of the presentation of the accounts, irsystem has been reduced interms of psychological services.
particular as they relate to the wages contingency that hakhe operational arrangement that we had with the University
been provided? of SA will be one of the victims of the cuts in order to

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Agriculture,  provide the budgetary responsibility that the Treasurer and
Food and Fisheries): | will refer those questions to the the Premier have promised this state.

Treasurer and bring back a reply. The government is to cease funding for psychological
services, with the University of South Australia to make
PRISONS, PSYCHOLOGICAL SERVICES recurrent savings in the order of $184 000 in the first year and

$264 000 each year thereafter. It was one of the more difficult
TheHon. R.D. LAWSON: | seek leave to make a brief decisions that we had to make. My portfolio area is made up
explanation before asking the Minister for Correctionalof Aboriginal affairs, regional affairs and correctional
Services a question about psychological services in prisongervices, whose budgets in real terms are quite small, but any
Leave granted. cuts to any services will make an impact and, as the honour-
TheHon. R.D. LAWSON: In the latest annual report of able member points out, there will be some impact from the
the Correctional Services Advisory Council, a reference iguts to psychological services and the arrangement with the
made to psychological services in the Adelaide Women'ghair at the University of South Australia.
Prison. The council says: One of the problems that we had to wrestle with in relation
The Adelaide Women'’s Prison has the services of two part-timd0 Service provision was that, if we were to overcome the
psychologists, one solely for indigenous prisoners, who visit thegroblems associated with the withdrawal of funding from

prison for several sessions a week. There is need for at least a fulgrrectional services over the previous eight years—the life
time position as so many of the women have histories of self harm

previous suicide attempts, previous psychiatric hospital admissionQ,f_ two Liberal gove”‘mer.‘t t.erms—?‘”d try to come to terms

drug abuse and current emotional problems. with a shortage of beds within the prison system, unfortunate-

In the latest annual report of the department, under thy Services h@d to be. phe victim. In this bydget the govern-
Jhentis providing additional medium security accommodation

heading Psychological Services, mention is made of the part-

time psychological services provided at the AdelaideWhiChWi”COSt$3'8 million in capital funding over two years

Women's Prison. The report goes on to say: and $0.85 million in recurrent funding. We are also address-

Form links with the University of South Australia have contin eding some of the problems associated with the women’s
through the \(,jvtlapartmenlz{s Sflt?r/]ding e o Ve COMINUEE prison: in fact, we will not be able to address all the problems

Psychology. These links have helped to encourage Forens@SSociated with the women's prison over the life of this
Psychology as a speciality area in the training and recruitment dpudget.
psychologists and the area of professional development for arange The budget also provides funds to expand the extensive

of departmental staff. This partnership has resulted in the develogsaj spervision program which provides electronic monitor-
ment of a clinic, based at the university campus, which provides

community based offenders with psychological intervention servicednd for persons on bail which we hope will address part of the
Postgraduate students in the School of Forensic Psychology agfoblem we have with churning in the remand system.
conducting research based in the correctional environment relatirgherein lies another problem: the number of remandees that
to assessment and intervention of service delivery to prisoners ange have in the state system who need to be taken care of in
offenders. terms of the provision of beds and services for them.
It has come to my attention that, as a result of budget cutsin So, we have expended extra money in some areas of
the Department of Correctional Services, three positiongorrectional services but in other cases we have unfortunately
previously funded by the department at the University ofyeen forced to cease funding important programs that we
South Australia, including the Chair of the Centre ofwould have liked to continue funding. Unfortunately, each
Excellence in Rehabilitation there, as well as two lecturefinisterial portfolio had to take some hard decisions to fall
positions, have been removed. into line with the budget strategy that was put together by this
This is of particular significance in relation to the menta|governmen[ to try to reduce some of the debt servicing that
health issues surrounding many Aboriginal prisoners, andas left from the previous government’s policies.
am informed that the funding cuts will mean that the Centre  TheHon. R.D. LAWSON: | have a supplementary
of Excellence will be closed. The cuts will also affect the question. Will the minister confirm that the services of the
research arm which will mean that four postgraduate StUdentﬁ/o part_[ime psycho|ogi5ts at the Adelaide Women'’s Prison
will not be able to complete their course and five clinicsare the victim of the cuts to which you have referred?
which deal with pre-release prisoners will have to be TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: | will ask my departmental
abandoned. head to monitor how the cuts are going to impact in the
Can the minister confirm that it is the case that psychocorrectional services area and bring back a report to this

logical services to our prisons, including the Adelaidecouncil as soon as possible. My understanding is that they
Women'’s Prison, have been cut, and would he indicate to thgill be or have been.

council the extent of those cuts? Will he also indicate whether

the association between the department and the University of The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: | have a supplementary

South Australia is being jeopardised by the withdrawal ofquestion. Did the much-publicised Drugs Summit have any

funding by the department to the Chair of Forensic Psychoimpact on this budget, particularly in your portfolio?

logy and the Centre of Excellence, as referred to in my earlier TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: | can only assume that the

guotes? assessments being made by the Drugs Summit are being
TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Correctional made now in relation to portfolio responsibility, and | suspect

Services): | thank the honourable member for his importantthat the full reports of the Drugs Summit will be known some

question and it certainly gives me no pleasure to confirm thatjime down the track.

due to the budget problems that we have had to deal with this TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: | have a further supplemen-

financial year, the service provisioning within the prisontary question. Do we have to wait until next year’s budget
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before anything can come out of the Drugs Summit or camfficers but for only three years, then there is nothing; it

something happen earlier? vanishes; it goes? What sort of provisioning is that? Those
TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: That is a hypothetical are classic examples of why the budget of this state was in
guestion that | cannot answer. such a mess and why this government has to deal with the
situation and make some very tough decisions. That is how

STATE BUDGET the former government got the nominal surpluses out in its

forward estimates: it simply let programs run out, even
TheHon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER: | seek leave to though, quite clearly in the case of fisheries compliance
make a brief explanation before asking the Minister forofficers, people would expect that that would be an ongoing
Agriculture, Food and Fisheries a question about the budgegrogram involving current expenditure.
Leave granted. The FarmBis program was not funded for $24 million: it
TheHon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER: Overthe pastfour was funded for $16 million. Rather than have the program
or five years—possibly longer, but four or five years that lend abruptly in 12 months, as it would have done, the present
can remember—one of the remarkable turn-arounds in rurglovernment has decided to investigate, and obviously the
South Australia has been the access to practical, locally baseghte planning group of FarmBis will have to determine how
educative programs organised and run out of the departmetiiat is done. We have said that we would make it a $14 mil-
of primary industries, with the assistance of TAFE lecturerslion program rather than $16 million and look at the possibili-
Over the past two years it has been my pleasure to be presagtof phasing it out over time so that we can have some
at the presentation of certificates to graduates of some egasonable continuity of services. That will have to be looked
these courses, including the Certificate of Rural Officeat. It should also be pointed out that (and | do not have the
Practice, the Diploma of Farm Management and the Adfigures with me at the moment), although $8 million was
vanced Diploma of Rural Economics, which has led to aallocated for FarmBis for the 2001-02 year, | believe the
degree. Probably more important have been the practicéijure that was actually spent was half that, so there is a large
courses which have been offered locally for issues such asarry-over. During the current year, 2002-03, there will be
farming to land capability and minimum tillage practices. significant expenditure involving the carry-over of funds.
Sources have informed me today that the FarmBisvhat happens in the year beyond that is something the
programs of which | speak have been cut by 70 per cent igovernment will have to look at, but the FarmBis situation—
this budget. As we all know, FarmBis funding is on a dollar ~ The Hon. Caroline Schaefer: What; you haven't made
for dollar basis with the commonwealth government, and th@rovision in advance, either?
effect of these cuts means that a total program worth $24 mil- The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: You were the ones who
lion over three years will now be worth approximately didn't make provision. It was the Liberal Party that didn’t
$14 million over the same three year period. | understand thahake provision for this; you didn't make provision for
this has caused a total rethink of the entire planning groupTEISA, aquaculture, compliance officers or FarmBis. That
and | can assure the council that it has certainly caused a gregés the situation: there were no provisions in the Liberal’s
deal of anxiety in regional South Australia, particularly at abudget. Let us just look at the starting point about where the
time when seeding has finished and many people from thgrimary industries budget would actually be. This is the
land take the opportunity to take up these courses. Thistarting point; this is the no policy change bit. If these people
particular time is probably the worst, because this is the timevere in government, this is the no policy change budget we
of greatest uptake of these courses. Will the minister outlingvould be faced with. In the 2001-02 year, estimated pay-
for me and the public of regional South Australia whatments were $173.3 million—
programs are to be cut as a result of the 70 per cent reduction Membersinterjecting:
and how many regional jobs will be lost as a result of this  TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: No: this is 2002-03; this is
decision? the Liberal Party’s no policy change budget, and this is what
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Agriculture,  this government is facing—reducing it to $166.8 million. For
Food and Fisheries): | am pleased to be able to talk about the following year, 2003-04, the figure is $160.2 million; for
the issue of FarmBis. Certainly, there will be cuts in this2004-05, $157 million; and for 2005-06, $154.2 million. That
budget, and | am very disappointed about that. However, levas the no policy change provision in the budget. All these
us get the facts on the table about what the budget positigprograms were to run out on either 30 June last or 30 June
facing this state was like before that happened. FarmBis wasext year. So, with their no policy change budget, that was
yet another of those areas where the previous government dige situation we had to deal with. As well as that, we have the
not make forwarding provision in the budget. The previouscommonwealth government, the colleagues of these people
government announced FarmBis as a $24 million prograrpposite—
over three years, funded half by the commonwealth and half The Hon. R.l. Lucas interjecting:
by the state, at $4 million from each for three years. Unfortu- TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: You can look at it in the
nately, the $4 million for 2003-04 was missing; it was notbudget papers, for heaven’s sake. Go and look in the budget
there. So, when this government came into office, it wapapers.
faced with a situation where it had to find money for FarmBis  The Hon. R.I. Lucas interjecting:
for 2003-04, because there was no provisioning. TheHon. P. HOLL OWAY: | know what it is; everybody
Incidentally, let me digress for a moment and talk abouknows what it is. Look at it in the budget paper figures.
another area. Another black hole the government has found Members interjecting:
in the budget is in relation to fisheries compliance officers. The PRESIDENT: Order!
The previous government announced that it would putinan TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: You really want to know,
extra $1 million for three years, but nothing after that. Whatdo you? You go and look in the budget; I'm not doing your
do you say about a former government and a former treasureomework. It's in the budget.
who put $1 million into the budget to employ compliance  The Hon. R.l. Lucas interjecting:
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The PRESIDENT: Order! The comment quoted above is in stark contrast to the
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: | do know it; | know it far  recent statements of the Mayor of Port Lincoln, which | have
better than you and, what's more, | know what you did. Youraised previously in this place. The mayor made comments
are a failure. You are sitting down there and you ought to bé June this year as reported in thevertiser of 20 June, and
ashamed of what you have done. It was one of the mosigain in theAustralian, as follows:
fiscally incompetent performances that this state has ever In interviews with media outlets ranging from John Laws on

seen—an utter disgrace. radio and the Nine Network’a Current Affair on television, Peter
; Faetina- Davis said troublesome asylum seekers should be lined up for ‘live

Members |nterject|.ng. | target practice’. The refugees should be sent to El Alamein, the Port
The PRESIDENT: Order! Augusta army base where the Baxter Detention Centre is being built,
TheHon. P. HOLL OWAY: To get back to the budget— and told, ‘Settle down boys or you might be buried,’ said Mr Davis,
Members interjecting: who had sparked controversy with previous comments. ‘We'll only
TheHon. P. HOL L(jWAY' Just go and look at the have to shoot a few to get the message across, he added.

budget papérg and you'll see what it is. The following week the Port Lincoln council passed a motion
The PRESIDENT: Order! Members of Her Majesty's "€I€Cting the mayor's claim, which reads:

Loyal Opposition will come to order. The City of Port Lincoln distances itself from the personal

. . statements Mayor Davis made regarding the detention centre issue
. TheHon. P. HO.L LOWAY: The Leader of the Opposi and advises that the views are not necessarily those of the council.
tion would clearly like—

Theon. Rl Lucas Its mbarrassing This motlon wes passed unanimously by te counc and
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: Yes, it's embarrassing for urther at, thr unciiors partin a mar

you all right; your performance and what you have done werg]csgr;t I;Efgén bon S?’C?I’T;]:nfﬁ?ogl s;cf)pigrt '\c;|f mlﬂggltjiglrjl;algnlh e
embarrassing, and that is why you want to divert attentio feader pwhich | h{) e he sees Fi)t topaﬁswgr ﬂimself are:
You want to keep answering the question, because you do not ’ P Lo

want to know the truth of what you have done. To return to_ 1+ CGIVen the positive role that local government plays in
the question asked by the Hon. Caroline Schéefer— our community, does the minister agree that it is reprehen-

The PRESI DENT: | will be pleased if you could do that. sible for elected representatives to make such disgusting,

A istand inhumane ent e ed by the Mayor of
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: It is with great regret that IrDangtSL?r?COmou ane comments as expressed by the Viayor o
this government has had to cut some projects, including a 2. Will the minister affirm that he believes that Mayor

p?ﬁ:{g#w;stﬁazaer;g?iitsiﬂr?hger%rgbgg\xe\gi} %ivveegetl?g\t/enc%a\/isls views thus express_ed are in no way refle_ctive of the

Fh tthi the best in which yld d it ocal government community and that he joins with me and
atthis was the best way in which we could do it. others in this place and totally exonerates the local govern-

ment community from any such slur?

PORT LINCOLN MAYOR The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Agriculture,

TheHon. IAN GILFILLAN: | seek leave to make a brief F00d and Fisheries): | hope all members of this parliament
would agree to both of those questions.

explanation—
Members interjecting:
PRISONS, FIRE SAFETY
The PRESIDENT: Order! The Hon. Mr Gilfillan has the '
call. TheHon. R.K. SNEATH: | seek leave to make a brief

TheHon. IAN GILFILLAN: —before asking the Leader explanation before asking the Minister for Correctional
of the Government in this place a question about locaServices a question about the implementation of the recom-
government and multiculturalism. mendations of an MFS safety audit.

Leave granted. Leave granted.

TheHon.IAN GILFILLAN: | hope | can get the TheHon. R.K. SNEATH: In this year’s budget there has
attention of the leader; he seems to have become a lileen an allocation of $1.86 million over the next two years
emotionally upset. | do not want to be diverted, but FarmBisand $70 000 in recurrent funding as a consequence of an audit
needed a shake-up, anyway. In May this year, the Office of the fire safety systems in the state’s correctional facilities.
Multicultural Affairs facilitated a meeting of representatives Can the minister outline why this funding was needed?
from a number of South Australian local government bodies TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Correctional
to share ideas and strategies on suitable programs a®drvices): | thank the honourable member for his important
services for people of culturally diverse backgrounds. In auestion in relation to correctional services. This year's
article inMulticultural Life, issue 2 June 2002, entitled ‘Local budget has made provision for fire safety in the state’s
government showing the way’, details of the meeting as weltorrectional facilities, and with good reason. During 2001,
as some useful outcomes are spelt out. The article highlightiere were 11 fires in the state’s prison system. Any one of
the positive way in which local government in Souththem could have developed into a major incident. This year
Australia approaches multiculturalism. It states: we saw a fire in the women’s prison that had the potential to

Local councils are becoming increasingly aware of how wellcause great damage and loss of life.
placed they are to provide leadership and good service to people of During 2001, the Department for Correctional Services
culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds. arranged for the MFS to audit its fire safety systems. In the
The leader may wonder why | am directing the question tgast there has been inadequate investment in the fire safety
him, and | know that he may share it with his colleague thesystems for our prisons and that has exacerbated the risk.
Minister for Local Government, but I make plain to him and When spending money on infrastructure such as fire preven-
to the chamber that | regard this matter of prime importancéion, there is little to show other than that people’s safety is
to the chamber and the government and that is why | ask himot put at risk, but, as far as service delivery goes, we are no
to comment. further forward after we spend the money. That was the
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situation we inherited, and we knew that we had to rectifybudget for this financial year includes an allocation of
those circumstances within the prison system. $22.1 million to progress the State Library redevelopment.
We have provided funding to upgrade thermal alarms, firéncidentally, it is the third biggest single capital works project
detection systems and monitoring systems, and we will instalh the budget but it did not even rate a mention in any budget
very early smoke detection alarm systems. In addition t@ress release, let alone the arts press release.
these capital upgrades, we have now provided new funding This figure of $22.1 million for the redevelopment
to create the position of fire officer. | am pleased that thigepresents an increase of $6.1 million above last year's
government has shown the foresight to provide $1.863 milallocation and, of course, more than accounts for the
lion for this capital upgrade and $70 000 in recurrent fundingb4.4 million that Labor claims the arts budget will gain this

to create the position of fire officer. year. | also highlight that Mr Rann’s media statement fails to
identify a $3.2 million or 7.8 per cent blow-out in the
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION estimated capital cost of the redevelopment from a total of

_ $41 million last financial year to $44.2 million this financial
TheHon. A.L. EVANS: | seek leave to make a brief year. | ask the Premier and arts minister, particularly in view
explanation before asking the Minister for Agriculture, Foodgf gl his protestations about honesty and integrity in
and Fisherigs, (epresenting the Premier, a question relatighyernment, the following questions:
to the Constitutional Convention. 1. Why did the minister issue a misleading media
Leave granted. statement last Thursday which omitted all reference to the
TheHon. A.L. EVANS: A constitutional convention is previous government’s provisign of funds for the State
a good thing provided it has the outcome of increasing thgbrary redevelopment as the reason for the increase in the
effectiveness of our parliamentary system. | understand thajts budget for the 2002-03 financial year?
300 delegates will be randomly selected and there willbeno 2 Why did the minister approve the issue of a media
prerequisite for any of the delegates to be experts in politicgtatement which implied that Labor’s new arts initiatives,
or experts in our electoral system or the parliament. | alspanging from the Film Festival to Thinkers in Residence, will
realise that politicians will be eXpreSSIy excluded as delegatq% funded by new money for the arts When’ in truth, the
to the convention. My questions are: initiative will be funded at a high cost to other areas of arts
1. How does the government propose to educate thgcetivities, including cuts in operating funds to all the cultural
citizens randomly selected from the community? What willinstitutions along North Terrace—$180 000 for the South
be the cost of preliminary education, if any, that would haveaystralia Museum alone?
to be carried out to prepare delegates? 3. What are all the reasons for the blow-out of
2. What is the likely expense of bringing the $3.2 million in the estimated total cost to redevelop the State
300 delegates together for the period of the convention? | ibrary? For the minister’s benefit, that blow-out is identified
3. How will the government ensure a broad representationn page 11 of Budget Paper 5—Capital Investment Statement
of our community to guarantee that, among those selecteg002-03.
women, young people, indigenous people and those from TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Agriculture,
non-English speaking backgrounds are fairly represented?ood and Fisheries): | will refer the detail of those questions
Will the delegates be selected from the electoral roll? to the Premier in another place and bring back a reply.
4. What are the terms of reference of the conventionPowever, | make the comment that | am very pleased that,
Who will be setting them? under the new government, new arts initiatives are on the
5. Who will be the experts comprising the Constitutionalhorizon. In fact, a new government has been elected in this
Advisory Board? state, and it is actually resetting priorities as is its entitlement.
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Agriculture,
Food and Fisheries): | will take those questions on notice RURAL ROADS

and bring back a reply from the Premier.
TheHon. D.W. RIDGWAY: | seek leave to make a brief

ARTSBUDGET explanation before asking the Minister for Regional Affairs
a question about rural roads funding.

TheHon. DIANA LAIDLAW: | seek leave to make an  Leave granted.
explanation before asking the Minister for Agriculture, Food TheHon. D.W. RIDGWAY: We are all aware of the
and Fisheries, representing the Minister for the Arts, aood times in our rural and regional economies. Our rural
question on the subject of the arts budget. sector has become much more diverse over the past 20 years.

Leave granted. The value of South Australian farm production will reach

TheHon. DIANA LAIDLAW: The media statement about $5 billion in the year 2001-02—a doubling of the
issued by the Premier and arts minister, the Hon. Mike Ranmroduction since 1994-95. To facilitate and complement this
last Thursday trumpets that the arts budget will gain an extrauge expansion of our rural sector the former Liberal
$4.4 million this financial year. government implemented a strategy called the Unsealed

The Hon. R.K. Sneath: You said it was going down. Rural Arterial Roads Program. This program was providing

TheHon. DIANA LAIDLAW: Well listen. The same significant benefits to rural communities through improved
media statement, however, ignores all reference to the Stagecessibility and transport efficiencies, and it had broad
Library redevelopment, a major three-year capital worksupport across regional South Australia. All council areas
project that was commenced and funded by the formewhere work was to be undertaken have made allowances in
Liberal government as part of the successful 10-year undetheir capital works programs and budgets to maximise the
taking to upgrade all our cultural institutions along North benefits for their local communities.
Terrace over a 10-year period to 2004. This omission is For example, the Wattle Range council—the minister’s
interesting as | note that the government’s capital work&wn home council—obtained approval to commence
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construction of the Lucindale to Mount Burr Road in 2000-01  Planned for use from August this year is technology to
using council funds. This approval was on the understandingllow the automatic shrink-wrapping and packaging of
that the council would be reimbursed at the scheduled timeysters, which will help to create a new retail market for
for the construction in 2002-03 and 2003-04. It was withoysters and assist in the logistics of transport. OYSA, the
great disappointment and disbelief that | read in lastooperative marketing enterprise established by South
Thursday’s budget papers that the Rann government hasustralian oyster growers in 1994, is confident that these new
slashed nearly $6 million from the current year’s programtechnologies will not only open up new opportunities for its
down from $8.45 million signed off by the former govern- product domestically but also create opportunities for the
ment in June 2001 to $2.828 million. Rural and regionalexport of its product to Europe, Japan, China and the United
South Australians may well question the commitment of thisStates.

government to our rural sector. My questions are: | had the good fortune earlier this year to travel to Osaka

1. Where has the $5.625 million gone? in Japan and also to South Korea, and there is no doubt there

2. How does the minister expect rural and regional Soutlare a number of opportunities for our fish and other food-
Australia to grow and prosper if his government is notstuffs in those areas. There are some problems in relation to
prepared to invest in road infrastructure? that being realised. Of course, there is a shortage of oysters

3. Given the minister's passion for his portfolio, what in the summer season in those parts of Asia and, clearly, if it
action does he propose to assist the district councils that aigpossible for us to deliver oysters in that market, there could
now facing significant problems due to the $5.6 million cut?be a great potential for our industries.

TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Regional So, OYSAs innovative use of new technologies to expand
Affairs): | thank the honourable member for his importantits markets both here and overseas is another example of the
guestion. Certainly, | was disappointed, at a personal levetesourcefulness and dedication of our aquaculture industry.
to see the funding for that particular road not proceedlt is helping to give the world a taste of our very exceptional
However, | understand that every ministerial portfolio hasSouth Australian produce, and | wish it well in these ven-
challenges in relation to their own budgets. | will refer thetures.
guestion to the Minister for Transport and bring back areply. The Hon. Diana Laidlaw interjecting:

The PRESIDENT: Order!

TheHon. T.G. CAMERON: As a supplementary
question: can the minister outline to the council when the OFFICE OF SUSTAINABILITY
government intends to restore the funding so that the roads
can be built, and will the Hon. Terry Roberts raise the matter TheHon. M.J. ELLIOTT: | seek leave to make a brief

in cabinet if he is so disappointed with the decision? explanation before asking the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs
TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: | will talk to my colleague and Reconciliation, representing the Minister for Environ-

in another place as well as refer the question to him. ment, a question about the Office of Sustainability.
TheHon. Diana Laidlaw: And the Treasurer? Leave granted.

TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: No, the Minister for TheHon. M .J. ELLIOTT: On World Environment Day
Transport in another place. | would hope that he will take itthis year, Premier Mike Rann announced, as he is wont to do,
up with the Treasurer. that this government would create an Office of Sustainability

which would be ‘the centre for environmentally innovative
OYSTERS thinking for the whole of my government.’ In a ministerial
statement to the parliament, the Premier said:

TheHon. J. GAZZOLA: | seek leave to make a brief  The office will be responsible for developing future planning
explanation before asking the Minister for Agriculture, Fooddirections for South Australia, and then identifying practical
and Fisheries a question about new oyster technology. =~ measures for responding to them.

Leave granted. According to this announcement, this office was to com-

TheHon. J. GAZZOLA: Recent press reports have mence administrative operations on 1 July 2002, supporting
mentioned that new technology has enabled the shelf life afew development with the formation of the Green Business
oysters to be extended long enough for them to be exportddnit. This unit would provide a resource for people and
and therefore opening up new markets and opportunities fdsusinesses with creative green ways of doing business.
South Australian producers. My question is: will the minister My office was keen to make contact with this new office
inform the council of the nature of the new technologiesto explore the opportunities arising from these exciting
being developed for the oyster industry and their likelyinnovations, which, to quote the Premier, ‘demonstrates that
impact on the future of the industry? my government is committed to ensuring that we all live in

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Agriculture, a safe and clean environment and to ensuring that there is
Food and Fisheries): | thank the honourable member for his environmental security for the future’. After failing to find
guestion. There have been some exciting new developmerasy indications of the office on the department’s web site, my
in the area of oyster production technologies in the past 1@ffice rang the department and asked to be put through to the
months, with perhaps the most exciting of these being ultr®ffice of Sustainability. It was referred to the Waite Insti-
high-pressure processing technology. This technology, whictute’s water, land, biodiversity and sustainable resources
is expected to be used commercially soon, will extend thareas, where the front operator said that such an office was
shelf life of refrigerated oysters from four days to around 20not located at the institute. When the switchboard of the
days. This is achieved by using high pressure to destroy thBepartment of Environment and Heritage was asked for the
surface bacteria and micro-organisms that cause foo@reen Business Unit, the switchboard operator was very
spoilage, without resorting to the use of chemicals, heat dnelpful in trying to locate it, even going through the mini-
irradiation. This means that the texture, flavour and nutritionster’s office as well as the department’s marketing and policy
al benefits of the food are preserved. section, but neither had heard of it.
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Concerned at the apparent absence of an office, my office TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal
finally checked the budget papers to see whether aniffairs and Reconciliation): | will refer those important
allowance was made for the Office of Sustainability, which,questions to the Minister for Transport in another place and
according to the Premier, would be ‘the centre for environ-bring back a reply.
mental innovative thinking for the whole of my government'.

The only mention that could be found is the establishment of TheHon. DIANA LAIDLAW: By way of supplementary
such an office as a target for the 2002-03 financial yeaguestion, could the minister at the same time take the
(Output Class 7: Coordination and Advice; Budget Paper 49pportunity to inquire of the government what initiatives have
volume 2, 8.22). been taken to introduce new younger drivers to the industry

A couple of hours after my phone calls, Mr Hannato help support a lowering of the average age of truck drivers
happened to ask a question in the lower house about the South Australia, whilst at the same time introducing new
Office of Sustainability—I am glad to see that the minister'sand enhanced skills and training?
office at least was awake enough to know that questions were TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: | will refer those two
being asked—which did give Minister Hill the opportunity important questions back to the minister as well and bring
to say that there would be some money, there would be 2Back a reply.
staff and who would be the head. However, at that point
specifics were still rather lacking. Noting that the Premier’s CROWN LAND
initial statement was that it would commence on 1 July, | ask: The Hon. T.J. STEPHENS: | seek leave to make a brief

when will the office commence operations and is the minister | ion bef kina the Minister for Aaricul Food
in a position to give us more detail than the limited detajl€XPlanation before asking the Minister for Agriculture, Foo

given yesterday in answer to Mr Hanna’s question? and Fisheries a question about crown perpetual leases.

o - Leave granted.
TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal ] .
Affairs and Reconciliation): | will refer those important TheHon. T.J. STEPHENS: Today | received a copy of

questions to the Minister for Environment in another place?n €mail- I think all members were sent a copy, the original
and bring back a reply. avmg_been sent to '_[he Hon. Terry Cameron. I_W|II quote
from this email as it gives a reasonable explanation. It says:

TRUCK DRIVER TRAINING Dear member of Legislative Council,
Re: Increase in Crown Lease Rental & Freehold Purchase Price.

. ; We are writing to strongly protest against the unjust and
TheHon. T.G. CAMERON: | seek leave to make a brief horrendous increase in perpetual lease rental to $300pa indexed,

explanation before asking the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs gjong with the freehold purchase price for perpetual leases to $6 000.
and Reconciliation, representing the Minister for Transport, In our situation this is a 3 000% increase in rental. This is a

guestions regarding truck driver training. critical situation in the current economic and agricultural environ-

Leave granted. ment. . . .
eave granted There appears to be little thought given to the impact on farmers

TheHon. T.G. CAMERON: A new study shows thatup i, the transition, for example we feel that there should be an amnesty
to 30 per cent of South Australia’s 30 000 truck drivers areperiod where by the leaseholder has the opportunity to freehold

considered at risk and should not be on the roads. The Soutiefore the 400% price increase.

Australian Road Transport Association (SARTA), which  Please consider how you would feel in the following situation:
- , . If you had purchased a property for $255 000 ($265 460 after SA
looks after the interests of the state’s truck drivers, ha overnment fees) in February this year. After consulting with

revealed that one in three have behavioural, technical or streggfessionals and Dept. for Environment & Heritage concluded there
related problems that could lead to accidents. The associatievas no commercial advantage in free holding the land. (Land prices

discovered the problems during a new pilot safe drivin eflect this fact, with no premium for freehold title over perpetual

. . . . . ase.)
program involving 300 drivers. During the assessment for it You hold three perpetual leases, which in the past you have paid

driver-safe program, SARTA found high risk taking amonggs3op, a. and without warning this has increased to $900p.a. indexed
transport drivers, low stress tolerance towards other roagvernight, as well as the opportunity to freehold at $1500 per lease

users, inadequate appreciation of the workload and unaccee-$6 000. Then in the Minister's News Release (Hon. John Hill) on
able attitudes towards driving. 11 July 2002 would lead the general public to believe we have only

In categories tested so far, 32 per cent of drivers weré}’c?r:gp\?v'ghsgfo%gbfg{ ég'fgﬁlnrgeﬂ(;elf_the $255 000 to the vendor

found at high risk, 20 per cent were classified medium risk . ] L o

and just 9 per cent were considered low risk. SARTAsta-rrnr:)ed%%r/L Caroline Schaefer: Thatis without the rise in

Executive Director, Steve Shearer, was quoted irBtimela : ! . .

Mail recently as stating that, of the 30 dr?vers already t)elsted _TheHon. T.J. STEPHENS: My colleague says, That is

more than 30 per cent have been found to be high risk an\éf'thc_’u_t the rlse In stamp duty. The emall contlnues:

would not be recommended for employment. My question% Minister Hill's Press Release is misleading and demeaning to the

to the minister are: armers of this state. - :

o C L Please take into account the effect this change will have on the
1. Considering that SARTA, the association that l00kSural community with many farmers in the same situation as ours.

after the interests of truck drivers, believes that almost on®hen voting on this legislation please consider its ramifications

third are unsuitable for driving trucks, what steps is thealong with the responsibility to govern fair and justly.

government taking to reduce this dangerous situation?  There is a contact number and it is signed by concerned
2. Will the government, in consultation with the trucking constituents. My questions are:

industry, namely, SARTA, introduce improved truck driver 1. Can the minister give details of how many crown lease

education programs? perpetual properties there are in this state with annual fees of
3. How many fatal and serious accidents involving trucksover $300?

occurred on South Australian roads during 2001-02 and could 2. Is the minister aware that most farming properties will

that figure be broken down into intrastate and metropolitatnave rises of between 500 per cent to 1 000 per cent as a

categories? result of this budget?
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TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal is considerable disagreement within government ranks on
Affairs and Reconciliation): | will take those important these important principles. In the light of that, my questions
questions to the minister in another place and bring back & the minister are:
reply. lindicate that a select committee is being setup to look 1. When is it likely that | will receive an answer to this
into the problems associated with the changes in the rentglestion, notwithstanding the fact that it might involve some
formulas. Hopefully there will be a solution drawn out of that difficulty and some internal division within the Labor Party?

select committee— 2. Has the state ALP Council endorsed the policy which
TheHon. A.J. Redford: Is it joint or select? has been described—by me, | might add—as an attack on our
TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: Lower house, as far as | fundamental rights; and how does the ALP reconcile the two
know. o principles?
Members interjecting: The PRESIDENT: Order! | call on the minister and |

~ TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: My understanding is that it hope that there is less opinion in the answer than there was
is a lower house select committee. | will take those questiong, the question. | draw the honourable member’s attention to
to the minister and bring back a reply. the fact that opinion in questions is out of order.
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Agriculture,
CRIME POLICY Food and Fisheries): | will follow up the question. If |
TheHon. A.J. REDEORD: | seek leave to make a brief undertook to give an answer to it, as the honourable member

explanation before asking the Leader of the Government iIqlalms, I will take it up with the minister in another place and

this place a question about an unanswered question on crim&® what information is gvallgblg.
policy. The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting:

Leave granted. TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: | am not sure to whom it

TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: On Wednesday 8 May, Was referred: it was probably the Attorney-General in the first
shortly after the parliament resumed, | asked a question of tgstance. | will follow that up and seek to bring back a reply.
Minister for Police about Labor Party policy confusion in the However, as the honourable member said, if he is going to
area of crime policy. In my question | noted that the Laborask brpad phllosophlcal questions rather than.questlons of
platform for government, adopted by the ALP state convenSPecific detail, he can reasonably expect to wait.
tion in October 2000, stated:

CROWN LAND

In the claim of all citizens to equality and justice before the law
is the fundamental ordering principle of South Australian society.

| went on and pointed out that the policy stated that individu-, pjanation before asking the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs

als should: and Reconciliation, representing the Minister for Environ-
... beable to go about their business without undue interferencement and Conservation, a question about crown leases.

| also drew attention to the policy that Labor would support  Leave granted.

the proposition that there is a presumption of innocence and The Hon. J.S.L. DAWKINS: There has been significant

that an accused person has a right to silence. | then drew thgiblicity in recent days following the budget increase in

leader’s attention to this statement made during the course gfown lease fees. However, there has been little media

the election campaign: coverage of the impact on residential properties which are
Under a Labor government the state’s law enforcement agenciestuated on crown lease land. | will read itdansard a letter

will be given unprecedented new power to investigate organise¢/hich appeared in thadvertiser of 13 July from Trevor and

crime activities and will bring the perpetrators to justice. The ; .
measures to curtail the activities of gangs include the power tc(f\’ar(JI Balshaw of Berri. The letter states:

compel uncooperative witnesses to answer questions on oath. | refer to the budget measure to introduce a minimum and

. . : o . Jndexed rent of $300 a year for all crown leases and licences.
During the course of that question | clearly identified a majon, ;. Foley, we live in the }iner,and in a house that is valued at

inconsistency in the Labor view and | was of the view thatgga 000, not a mansion, but a modest three-bedroom home. This
that inconsistency ought to be drawn to the attention of th@ouse is on a town block, does not derive any income and covered
Labor government and that we all then should be given som@y & perpetual lease for which we pay $5 a year.

i i i i ic. For this, we receive, and expect, nothing. We have investigated
explanation as to how it proposes to reconcile that InCor]s'smaking it freehold but were told that it would not add to the value

tency. . of the property. Added to that, the old $1 500 to make it freehold at
As a consequence of that question, the honourable membgipayback of 300 years. Not worth it. Now you are putting up the

indicated—from where | do not know—that | did not have Ieasef by a mirf1imtf1mI é)f 6 000 per cenft SI;’:16n80i(r;c\r,$ﬁ?intg); the cos# of
any concern about the activities of organised crime and gand@nsferring to freehold to a minimum o - While bringing the
within the community and gave me a couple of slaps on th%gzﬁ%ﬂkhgerg%?rggmno%%gg 2?;:?@&2”@@?&3?25%3 Eﬂg‘%’d
way, but he did say: to index it).

I will refer the more philosophical points in the member's  Iwill now have to try to find the extra money as well as extra for
question to either the Attorney-General or the Minister for Emergenelectricity, plus 4.1 per cent for all other government charges.
cy Services. If we are to pay this huge increase, what do we get for it—lawns
I can well understand that both ministers would be fighting™?"ed: reduced council rates or something else?
not to answer the question because it is a difficult questioMy questions are:
but, notwithstanding that, it is such an important issue thatit 1. Is the minister aware of the large number of residential
ought to be reconciled within government, and the people gproperties, particularly in the Riverland, which are on crown
South Australia ought to know what its basic philosophy islease land?
on these important issues. | feel that | have no choice other 2. Is the minister aware that these residents have had to
than to point out the slowness of the government in respondgurchase the leasehold tenure of these properties as well as
ing to this question, and obviously allude to the fact that thergaying the annual lease fee?

TheHon. J.S.L. DAWKINS: | seek leave to make a brief
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3. Will he concede that this budget decision will have areplacement system. From start to finish, the upgrading project took
considerable impact on the families who live on theseapproximately four months.
ihan 3. Cantheminister supply figuresfor the number of people who
properties? . . have been issued infringement notices resulting from ticket inspec-
TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal  {jons at the Adelaide Railway Station for each month between 1
Affairs and Reconciliation): | will refer those important  January 2002 and 30 April 2002?
questions to the Minister for Environment and Conservation kTh(_e number of getﬁ)ée lis_sduetgae_);piati(? n(_)tict?s resul;t]ing frort?
i ticket inspections by Adelaide Railway Station for each mont
and bring back a reply. between 1 January 2002 and 30 April 2002 is as follows:

2002 F 2002 March 2002 April 2002
REGIONAL ROADS Janu;g 00 eb:rs%%ry 00 gg% 00 2% 00

TheHon. DIANA LAIDLAW: | seek leave to make a ROAD SAFETY STRATEGY
brief explanation before asking the Minister for Aboriginal
Affairs and Reconciliation, representing the Minister for ~ Inreply toHon. DIANA LAIDLAW (4 June).

: : TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: The Minister for Transport has
Transport, a question about the regional roads program. provided the following information-

Leave granted. 1. When does he propose to take the strategy to cabinet for con-
TheHon. DIANA LAIDLAW: | could see no reference sideration, and what is histimetable for release of the strategy?
to the regional roads program in the budget statements overall Itis the intention of the government to announce an integrated

; : ackage of road safety measures shortly. The government has been
from the capital works or operating statements for tranSporgonsidering a comprehensive package of a wide range of road safety

This initiative was launched by the previous government inneasures designed, quite simply, to save lives. The government
the year 2000 and dedicated all increases in heavy vehiclecognises that reducing the causes of the road toll is a complex issue
registration charges to investment in regional roads deemehd there is no simple answer. Nor does the government have

to be important for economic development or tourismunlimited resources to pursue all possible road safety initiatives
imultaneously. The effectiveness of potential measures and their

purposes. Incidentally, South Australia is the only state t‘ﬁost vary enormously, and the government needs to give careful
have dedicated these increases for this purpose. A forwagdnsideration to determining which package of measures will
program was announced by the previous government becaugegvide the most effective means of reducing the road toll, whilst at
in dedicating these increases in heavy vehicle charges ge same time being both affordable to the people of South Australia

. . ) . - ..and recognising community views.
regional roads, we did require a joint commitment from their® 2. \When hefinally releases a comprehensive, coherent strategy

respective local government body; and this program, overallg |eagt, let ushopethat it is), rather than the ad hoc, isolated initia-
complemented the special local roads fund which was @vesthat we are now being bombarded with from the minister and
federal government-local government joint initiative. My the Premier without the aid of research or any context, will the
questions to the minister are: minister also undertake, as part of the government’s open govern-
. S . . ment agenda, to release all the submissions received by Transport
1. Howmuch s anticipated to be raised through increasega quring the public consultation phase?
in heavy vehicle registration charges in the coming financial One of the legacies of the previous government was a road safety
year? regulatory regime that lagged the rest of Australia in practically
2. Will all these funds be dedicated to the regional roaC{aver_y effective intervention. If the decisions to date appear ad hoc,
) has th t aband d ded thh%t is because the current government has a lot of catching up to do.
program or has thé government abandoned or amende al At the time comments were invited on the draft strategy, the
program? If it has been amended, in what ways? community was not advised that submissions would be made
3. What forward commitments provided by the formeravailable publicly. However, there is nothing to prevent any agency,

government will no longer be met, or will they be met in full? @rganisation or individual member of the public who has provided
: " asubmission from making their submission publicly available. In a

TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal spirit of open Government, | will arrange to seek their consent to
Affairs and Reconciliation): | will refer those important  public release and will advise further once the responses have been
guestions to the minister in another place and bring back eceived.

reply.
BUILDERSINDEMNITY INSURANCE
REPLIESTO QUESTIONS In reply toHon. R.D. LAWSON (30 May).
TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: The Minister for Consumer Affairs
has been advised by the Office of Consumer and Business Affairs
ADELAIDE RAILWAY STATION of the following information:
The first question was what steps will be taken to ensure that the
In reply toHon. T.G. CAMERON (29 May). process of obtaining a case by case exemption from the requirement
TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: The Minister for Transport has to obtain building indemnity insurance will not be as time-consuming
provided the following information: o as the process that led to the current difficulties.
1. Sincethe Labor Party took office has there been any direction Since the Minister for Consumer Affairs made his ministerial

to cut the number of checks of tickets by railway staff at the Adelaide  statement, guidelines have been sent out to those builders who have
Railway Station or onthetrainsthemselves? If so, why hasthisoc-  approached the Office of Consumer and Business Affairs or the
curred? o Minister seeking an exemption application. Resources have been
There has been no such direction by the government to changgiocated to assessing those applications and, if necessary, additional
work practices. TransAdelaide has had to use a number of staff faesources will be allocated to ensure applications are assessed as
customer briefing and assistance on the Outer Harbor line during thfuickly as possible. To a certain extent, however, the length of time
concrete resleepering project. This has taken some resources awayakes to assess a builder's application will vary considerably

from ticket checking. depending on that builder’s circumstances and the information
2. Whenwill theticket validation machines be fully operational, supplied by the builder in support of the application. Approximately

and why has it taken so long? a dozen exemptions have already been granted, and half that number
The installation of the twenty-four ticket readers was completedare still under consideration.

on 30 June 2002. Operations commenced on 1 July 2002. The second question related to an apparent mistake in the

The installation process included the research of existingninister’s statementdansard quotes the minister as saying ‘it is
technologies, a trial and review of reader machines in March aneéhtended to grant exemptions to those who are unable to obtain
April 2002, the preliminary and detailed design of the new systeminsurance because they are a bad financial risk’. The honourable
the removal of the old and subsequent commissioning of thenember has identified an error in the statement. The statement
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should have read: ‘it is not intended to grant exemptions to those potential purchaser of Kendell Airlines to the level suggested

who are unable to obtain insurance because they are a bad finanoreuld immediately disadvantage competing airlines, create barriers

risk’. Hansard have been alerted to the error and in time will make:o entry on what would effectively be subsidised routes and put large

a correction. sums of tax payers’ money at unjustifiable risk. It should be noted
The third question related to a reference in the ministershat all other state governments involved have taken similar posi-

statement that there is anecdotal evidence that builders and ownét@ns.

are already finding ways in which to circumvent the insurance This government does not believe that it is the business of

requirements in the legislation. The honourable member asked whgbvernment to subsidise commercial air services. However, the

steps the government will take to ensure that these new arrangeme@svernment did signal to the Kendell Airlines administrator’s

will not be circumvented in a similar way. These new arrangementgreferred bidder that it is prepared to discuss what general types of

are designed to grant builders, where appropriate, an exemption fromdustry assistance at the margin it might be able to provide.

the requirement for insurance. It is not clear what the honourable The answers to the honourable member's guestions are therefore:

member means with his question as, having been granted an Njo; pecause it was not required;

exemption, there would be no incentive to circumvent this arrange- o ynjess a proposal is made to cabinet; and

ment. Applications will be assessed carefully and information No. Cabinet d t t publicly rel d

verified where appropriate. No exemption will bé granted unless the ''0- ~@PINét documents are not publicly released.

minister is satisfied that the owner has given informed consent to the

application for exemption so the builder will not be able to circum- MAGISTRATES COURT

vent that requirement. Councils require evidence of insurance or an

exemption before work is permitted to commence. In addition, many  In reply toHon. SANDRA KANCK (3 June).

banks will not release funds to purchasers until a certificate of insur- TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: The Attorney-General has been

ance or exemption has been sighted. advised by the Courts Administration Authority of the following
The fourth question asked was whether the Housing Industrjnformation:

Association supported the scheme outlined in the ministerial 1. The courts have both internal and external monitoring

statement. The ministerial statement acknowledged that not aflystems. The administrative performance of the court is reported on

sectors of the building industry were in favour of exemptions.a fortnightly basis and periodic checks are made of the operation of

Although the HIA conceded that the exemptions would benefit soméhe court.

builders who are experiencing genuine difficulties having their 2. A record of complaints is kept in the Courts Administration

insurance applications assessed by the HIAs insurer, the HlAuthority. Complaints are recorded in a register and forwarded to the

ultimately maintains that exemptions are not required because thirector for consideration. If necessary information is then sought

HIASs insurer is in a position to insure 100 per cent of the market.from the administrative unit and a reply formulated. The reply is then

They have consistently maintained this, yet builders continue téorwarded to the appropriate person and the date of reply is recorded

complain that they have been waiting for some months and thein the register. The register is available to senior officers of the court

applications for insurance are yet to be processed. Notwithstandingnd replies are available for the parties involved in the actions

the HIA's reservations, it has been accepted that something needencerned.

to be done to ensure that, where pOSSible, builders are prOVided with 3. The level of expertise required by court staff is extensive and

some temporary relief to enable them to continue building and staytaff training and development is ongoing. Where staff find

in business whilst they sort out their insurance situation. _themselves unable to deal with a situation, this is referred to a higher
Finally, the honourable member asked whether exemptions willevel. Court staff are expected to read court orders and take

be available to companies which are able to obtain insurance befppropriate steps as directed in the order.

which choose instead to seek an exemption. The criteria for "4 'The managing registrar of the Adelaide Magistrates Court

exempt|0ns that have been announced make it Clear thatan app“qgghnages payments from the courts ||t|gant trust fund. These pay-

for an exemption should demonstrate that the applicant has appligfients in and out are checked by an independent officer and are

for building indemnity insurance with respect to the project thesypject to internal and external audit. In this case the payment was

subject of the application. It is not accepted that builders, and buyetigot placed in the litigant fund but was instead put into the suitor

or owners of the relevant properties, who do obtain msurance_angaymem account which is paid out on a monthly basis. The current

thereby incur an additional cost, will be prejudiced as againstystem for cheque production has been in place for four years and

builders or buyers who obtain exemptions. The advantage of “Qﬁ/is is the first occurrence of such a situation.

having to pay the insurance premium is balanced against the fact that The managing registrar is in receipt of a written complaint

there will be no insurance. Also, given that the intention is to granoy \rs Boyd. The deputy registrar is handling the matter and has
exemptions to builders who have experienced delays in obtaining,54e a registrar's application to the court, returnable on 12 June,

insurance, the reduction in cost associated with the exemption ig.eking an order from the court to rectify the errors made. It is
unlikely to go any significant way towards offsetting the financial ; icinated that the hearing on 12 June will restore the matter to its
disadvantage that builder has experienced as a result of delays 3jtiginal status, that is, the money incorrectly paid out will be re-
obtaining insurance. turned to the court and the order previously made will stand. A
written apology will be provided to Mrs Boyd at the hearing on 12

REGIONAL AIR SERVICES June.
In reply toHon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER (27 May). POLICE INVESTIGATION
TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: The Minister for Transport has
provided the following information: In reply toHon. R.I. LUCAS (6 June).

The government, since it took office, has continually assessed the The Hon. P HOLLOWAY: The Minister for Police has
possible impacts on tr1egr|1onal corglmunltlets) ofthe I%ss of rfeglo(rjlalt;al rovided the following information:
services. However, the honourable member may be confused about ; ; ;
the government’s intentions with regard to community impactII e}-ior'? I%%?nrgiiwg m%"?gm\éeﬁg)utshee (ﬂlfssstg)r?]g\( 't?)%ué gggtéezfé%r;
statements. The Premier has requested chief executives of gove H X LT y X )
ment agencies to document consultation in cabinet submissions as 2:, Please refer to my ministerial statement tabled in the
community impact statements, to inform Cabinet of the full range of-cdislative Council on 6 June 2002. .
costs and benefits of proposals to the community. It may be that 3. Please refer to my ministerial statement tabled in the
requirement that the honourable member is referring to. Sinckedislative Council on 6 June 2002. _ _
Australiawide Airlines’ request for assistance was made directlyto 4. The Commissioner of Police has advised me of the following:
the Treasurer and the Minister for Transport, this formal requirement  On Monday, 4 March 2002, | called commander Phil Cornish and
did not apply. superintendent Mick Symons to my office and advised them both
In regard to the assistance requested by Australiawide Airlines, that the former would take over the investigation into Mr Peter
it needs to be understood that the current situation surrounding the Lewis MP.
sale of Kendell Airlines is immensely complex. To take a simplistic- Commander Cornish is the officer in charge of Ethical and
view that governments should intervene in the process to pre-empt Professional Standards Service (EPSS). Previously he was in
a market solution is not in the best interests of either the regional charge of the Anti-Corruption Branch (ACB). EPSS and ACB are
airline industry or the communities it serves. Assistance provided to both located on the 6th floor of the headquarters building.
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Superintendent Symons remained at the ACB as officer irmental officers thought the regulations provided for the
charge. He reports to me on all corruption matters, other than thgrrangements in line with agreements with operators within

Lewis investigation. . . . .
Commander Cornish also reports directly to me from EPSS. Ir%he fishery, the regulations did not fully authorise these

respect to the Lewis investigation, he also reports to me direcfnanagement arrangements. | commend the bill to the council.
being the officer in charge of the task force investigating Mr | seek leave to have the explanation of the clauses inserted
Lewis. He manages the task force at the same time he does with Hansard without my reading it.

EPSS. . Leave granted.

No-one was formally removed from any management position .
in the ACB. Inspector Rick Perry, who is in the operations in- _ Explanation of clauses
spector within ACB, has always been involved with the Lewis_ Clause 1: Short title

task force. The task force operates in its own operations room his clause is formal.

and uses a separate computer case management system whichClause 2: Commencement

superintendent Symons cannot access. This clause provides for the measure to be taken to have come into
operation on the day on which the Bill for the measure was first
GOVERNMENT PROMISES introduced in the Parliament.
Clause 3: Validation of certain administrative acts and payments
In reply toHon. A.J. REDFORD (28 May). This clause validates acts done or omitted to be done prior to 17
The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: The Premier has provided the September 2001 in or with respect to the variation of conditions of
following information in answer to the questions: fishery licences relating to matters prescribed by regulations 14 and

An offer of financial assistance capped at $21 000 to the Justick® Of theScheme of Management (Blue Crab Fishery) Regulations
for Cyprus Coordinating Committee has been accepted. The $21 06§98 (SeeGazette 11 June 1998 p. 2519), and regulations 14A and
is a contribution towards the lodgement of a number of cases befork#B Of the Scheme of Management (Marine Scalefish Fisheries)
the European Human Rights Court. The government has not receivétgaulations 1991 (seeGazette 27 June 1991 p. 2187), as in force

any other requests in relation to restitution and compensation casg§M time to time. It also validates the collection of amounts paid
before the European Human Rights Court. prior to 27 June 2001 purportedly as renewal fees or instalments of

renewal fees under regulation 8 and Schedule 2 ofStheme of
Management (Blue Crab Fishery) Regulations 1998, and regulation
8 and Schedule 2 of th&cheme of Management (Marine Scal efish
Fisheries) Regulations 1991, as in force from time to time.

TheHon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER secured the

FISHERIES (VALIDATION OF ADMINISTRATIVE ~ adjournment of the debate.
ACTS) BILL

EDUCATION (COMPUL SORY EDUCATION AGE)

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Agriculture, AMENDMENT BILL

Food and Fisheries) obtained leave and introduced a bill for
an act to validate certain administrative acts and payments.

 valld In committee.

Read a first time. Clause 1.
The Hpn..P. HOLLOWAY: | move: TheHon. P. HOLL OWAY: The Hon. Rob Lucas asked
That this bill be now read a second time. about the relationship between unemployment rates, especial-

This bill seeks to validate certain administrative acts andy youth unemployment, and school retention rates. He asked
payments. It was originally introduced by the previouswhether high retention rates are more likely at times when
government in the spring 2001 session of parliament bugnemployment levels are high. Advice from the Australian
lapsed when parliament was prorogued. The bill specificalljdureau of Statistics (ABS) is that the relationship between
relates to the administration of the blue crab fishery undeyouth unemployment rates and school retention rates cannot
two sets of regulations between 11 June 1998 and 16 Sepe quantified easily. There is no definitive answer to the
tember 2001, being the Scheme of Management (Blue Crabroposition that high retention rates are more likely at times
Fishery) Regulations 1998 and the Scheme of Managemeat high youth unemployment. Some commentators argue that
(Marine Scalefish Fisheries) Regulations 1991. high retention rates are the result of high unemployment rates.
In early 2001, it became apparent that PIRSA Fisherie§1 South Australia, there have certainly been many such
had incorrectly interpreted and applied some regulationsommentators in the eight years prior to this government's
relating to the allocation and transfer of blue crab quota antfking office in March.
related gear entitlements. These errors affected the calculation The fact is that, even after eight years of trying to explain
of licence fees payable. The Crown Solicitor has recommendhe disappointing decline in youth retention rates, no matter
ed that the regulations be amended to provide for corredtow many studies the former government commissioned, the
administration of the fishery prospectively and that a bill bdink is not as clear as those commentators would have us
passed to validate the past incorrect acts or omissions teelieve. After many years of the steady implementation of
provide legal certainty for the management of the fishery ifLabor policy and programs, the 1993 retention rates, even
the future. taking into account part-time students, stand as a marker to
The bill will also preserve the validity of negotiated and the steady decline in students’ willingness to stay at school
agreed licence fees paid by commercial fishers under the casader the changes brought about by the former Liberal
recovery policy during the period from 1 July 1998 to 30 Junegovernment.
2001. The passing of the bill will not have any detrimental ~ The leader also asked about the manner in which year 12
effect on any commercial blue crab fisher, as the billretention rates are calculated. He specifically asked whether
essentially validates the management arrangements for tHiey take into account part-time year 12 students and whether
fishery that were expected and understood by all licencthere are ways of calculating retention rates that account for
holders for a long period of time before the errors werepart-time year 12 students. My advice is that part-time
uncovered. The department was acting in good faith and igtudents are not part of apparent retention rate calculations at
line with the best interests of the fishery and, while departa national level, even taking into account South Australia’s
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high proportion of part-time students. The year 8 to year 12Apparent retention rates in South Australian government schools

retention rate in this state has fallen by 23% per cent sincg .

h 10 to year 12 rate has fallen by 17.9 p&i+a [l ime
1993, and the year y : _ Y 17.9 P&L12 full time equivalent, FTE
cent. No matter how we look at it, that is a woeful situation.(includes part-time students)
In South Australia apparent retention rates are calculated &s12 all students (includes
full-time equivalent (FTE) and take account of all persons forﬁo_12 full time

both year 8 to year 12 and year 10 to year 12. At the nationalp-12 full time equivalent, FTE

level, full-time year 8 to year 12 and year 10 to year 12(includes part-time students)

1993 2001 Difference
80.5 57.4 -23.1
92.6 68.9 -23.7
art-time students) 101.3 77.8 -23.5
82.4 61.7 -20.7
93.7 73.9 -19.8
-12 all students (includes
rt-time students) 101.0 83.1 -17.9

apparent retention rates for students are reported in the AB??l
n

Schools Australia Report, whilst in the report on governme
services only year 10 to year 12 rates are reported.

The manner in which apparent retention rates are calculal!
ed involves the number of students in year 12 compared with

Source government F/T—ABS Schools Australia Cat. 4221.0.

Government FTE/Persons—Calculated from Schools Australia and
ICEETYA data.

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: | make the following

the number of students in year 8 (four years earlier) and/dfomments regarding retention rates, because that matter was

in year 10 (two years earlier). Part-time students can b
calculated within the apparent retention rates using, fo
example, full-time equivalent students—that is, full-time plus
the proportion of workload undertaken by part-time stu-
dents—or all students, that is, person or head counts of a
full-time and part-time students.

| seek leave to have insertedhtansard a statistical table

ised in the debate. With the exception of the Northern

erritory, South Australia has the lowest apparent retention
rate of all jurisdictions, | am advised. South Australia is the
only state which has shown a marked deterioration in
pparent retention rates over the past seven years. South
ustralia’s apparent retention rate of 65.4 per cent in 2000
compares to a national average of 72.3 per cent. | seek leave
to have inserted irfHansard a statistical table showing

that shows apparent retention rates in South Australiagpparent retention rates of secondary students from years 7

government schools.
Leave granted.

to 8 to year 12 for all states and the nation.

Leave granted.

Apparent retention rates of secondary stud&nfiom year 7/8 to year 12

Australia
NSW Vic. Qld. SA WA Tas. NT ACT Males Females Persons
Per cent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent

1995 69.1 75.0 76.3 71.4 71.2 59.7 42.7 91.1 66.7 77.9 72.2
1996 67.7 75.3 76.5 68.4 70.7 53.1 41.0 91.3 65.9 77.0 71.3
1997 67.2 76.3 77.9 66.9 71.6 58.6 42.0 91.6 66.2 77.8 71.8
1998 67.2 75.9 77.3 66.7 71.1 62.1 42.9 91.0 65.9 77.7 71.6
1999 67.6 76.2 77.5 67.0 71.5 66.7 52.9 92.5 66.4 78.5 72.3
2000 67.5 77.2 77.3 65.4 71.3 69.5 49.7 87.1 66.1 78.7 72.3
All schools 68.2 79.3 79.0 66.4 72.0 68.7 50.9 89.3 68.1 79.1 73.4
Government 62.0 73.7 73.6 57.4 65.9 68.5 59.7 107.6 62.1 73.9 67.8
Non-government 81.5 88.7 89.3 85.1 85.1 69.3 35.3 65.6 79.8 89.1 84.4

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics Cat. No. 4221.0. Schools Australia, 2001.

@Full time students only.

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: The leader also asked about -
the status of a longitudinal study conducted by DETE and
Flinders University which was approved by the former-
Minister for Education and which was conducted by Profes-
sor John Smyth. | will place some information on the record
in relation to that.

It is about the Students Completing Schooling Project
(SCSP), which was a three-year collaborative project funded
by the Australian Research Council for the period 1997 to
1999. Professor John Smyth was the chief investigator for the
project. The research project was jointly conducted by
Flinders Institute for the Study of Teaching at Flinders
University, the Department of Education, Training and

The project report, ‘Listen to Me, I'm Leaving: Early
School Leaving in South Australian Secondary Schools’.
Development of the Students-as-Researchers teaching
resource and web site. These teaching materials support
students to investigate social issues of importance to them
and in a way that focuses on what young people are
saying. The materials are being used in a number of
schools in South Australia. There have also been requests
for the materials interstate and internationally.

The findings of the project have also contributed to the
inclusion in the 2002 Global Budget of Funding for Off-
Campus Enrolments. This funding specifically relates to
funding for students at risk who are involved in programs
off the campus of the enrolling school.

Employment and the Senior Secondary Assessment Board of \vajor findings include:

South Australian (SSABSA). .

The project investigated the complex and interacting
factors leading to students’ decisions to complete or not
complete post-compulsory schooling, culminating in the
award of the South Australian Certificate of Education
(SACE). Outcomes include:

Difficulties that schools experience in responding effec-
tively to the complexities of young people’s lives.

The importance of being heard in the development of
young people and how some schools have difficulty in
acknowledging and addressing the voices of young
people.
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The importance of peer relationships to the student'providing a copy. Unfortunately, since last evening | have
perception of school. been able to look only briefly at the background, the conclu-
The importance of teacher relationships in studentsions and some of the testimonies of the 209 students, | think
staying at school. One or two negative teacher relationit was, who had not completed schooling or were potentially
ships can severely impact on a student staying at schoajoing to drop out from schooling. Certainly, for anyone who
One positive teacher relationship can help keep a studerg interested in this ongoing debate and important area this
at school. report—rather than the potentially knee-jerk response to what
The potentially negative impact on students remaining ais a difficult, complicated and complex area—shed some light
school if behaviour management, suspension and excland good light on what is a complicated area. As the minister
sion policies are misused. has highlighted—and | will not repeat it all—he has read
The importance of curriculum that engages students anilom some of the themes coming out of the interviews with
is related to students’ lives both within and outside schoolthe 209 students or young people.

The need for flexibility in curriculum and assessment As is encapsulated in the summary: this is a complicated

demands placed on young people. area. There is no easy, one-policy response, either from my
How SACE is often perceived by students as a mechanisiperspective now, as an opposition member, but also—not
for university entrance. being a signed-up, converted member of this particular

Contradictions between policy and school practice, thapolicy, as | said—acknowledging that the government of the
is, the historical structures and cultures of school aslay and now the opposition have decided to support it. In
institutions can override enlightened and informed policyessence, the early claims, at least in terms of the rhetoric now
The importance of the ‘leaving event’ for students on theicoming from government, are changing. | think that is
perceptions of schooling; that is, there needs to bgleasing. | think if most people had listened to the debate two
consistent closure of schooling for all students no matteyears ago from the then opposition it was, ‘Well, apparent

when they leave. retention rates have dropped from 93 per cent to less than 60
How relationships outside of school, especially familyper cent. The simple solution to this is to jam the school
relationships, impact on school events. leaving age up to 16 and that will resolve most of your

How participation in work and youth policies regarding problems.

money, particularly for students from low socioeconomic  The statements now coming from some of the ministers

background, can affect the completion of schooling.  acknowledge more of the reality of the situation and the

During his second reading speech the Leader of th&anguage is much more cautious: it is now saying this is one
Opposition asked whether a second study was commissionstep of a total package and itis the first step. As | said during
in 1997, or thereabouts, to examine why young people arthe second reading debate, | think it will be interesting to see,
either choosing part-time study or dropping out of furtherin four years, what the end result of this particular policy is
study. | am advised that it is difficult to establish specificallyon the issue of apparent retention rates. | thank the minister
which study the former minister is referring to, as at that timefor a copy of the report and would commend it to other
a number of studies were being conducted that may fit thmmembers if they want some light shed on a complex and
loose definition provided. If the leader wants more informa-complicated area.
tion on that perhaps he could provide more detail afterwards. The minister then went on to incorporateHansard some
I think they were the main questions that the leader askeithformation in relation to apparent retention rates. | would
during the second reading debate so perhaps | will leave like to ask the minister the following question, given the
there, and if he wishes to raise other matters during discusriticism that the government has made of the decline in
sion of the clauses of the bill | will do my best to answerapparent retention rates from 93 per cent down to what was
them. just under 60 per cent, and is now evidently just over 60 per

TheHon. R.I.LUCAS: | thank the minister and the cent, and the clear policy objective that by the end of this
minister’s advisers for the response to some of the questiorisrm it will be heading back up to the 90 per cent region
that were raised. | might note for the benefit of the advisers—again. Has the new government changed the policy objectives
and it may well be that we do not complete this before 6of the Education Department so that there is to be greater
p.m.—that there was a series of other questions which | wilencouragement for full-time completion of the South
return to in the clauses in relation to resourcing. They werdustralian Certificate of Education?
the issues of how the formula is to be calculated for students There has certainly been an acceptance in the education
who are enrolled at a secondary school but are basically thesystem over the past few years that the completion of the
exempted for further training in an off-school establishmentSouth Australian certificate over a number of years is not
and also the impact that might have on a TAFE trainingdiscouraged and certainly is encouraged with a significant
institute in terms of the way they are to be resourced. Thereumber of young people, on the basis that their personal
were also guestions on whether or not there had been changgscumstances might well suit that. The pressures of doing all
to the staffing formula for year 10, in particular, as a resulthese subjects in the one year may not suit certain young
of the recent teachers’ EB, which might have some impacipeople, and being able to spread it out over two or three years
There were a number of related resourcing questions andd something which at the very least has not been discouraged
remind the minister of them because | think it is importantand which | know many schools have actually encouraged for
they are resolved one way or the other before parliamenthany young people.
finally votes. In addition to that, the personal circumstances of some

In relation to the report ‘Listen to Me, I'm Leaving’, young people who perhaps need to undertake part-time work
which a collaborative exercise between the Flinders Institutas well mean that they have completed it over two or three
for the Study of Teaching, the Department for Educationyears. The minister has just acknowledged that the apparent
Training and Employment and the Senior Secondaryetention rate excludes these part-time students from being
Assessment Board of South Australia, | thank the minister folisted as having been retained in the system and is therefore
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part of the reason for the significant decline from over 90 pefailure. Some students use school as a SACE factory. Boys
cent. Given that background, my simple question to theare more likely to see school as a prison than girls, and for
minister is: will the government change the policy directionboth boys and girls the prison image grows as achievement
so that there will now be a formal policy of encouragingin English weakens. The proportion of students studying only
young people in our school system to complete the SoutBAS subjects as distinct from publicly examined PES
Australian Certificate of Education in just one year? | mightsubjects increases progressively as social status becomes
interpose that that is not a course of action that | would béower. The higher the socio-economic level of parents, based
recommending but, given the policy directions and theon education and occupational level, the greater the chances
announcement of the objectives of the new government ithat students will be successful academically.
relation to the need to get the apparent retention rate back up There were also studies into leaving school early without
to 90 per cent, what is the government’s policy on that criticatredentials. The study found that SACE emerges as only one
issue? factor in a complex array of social, economic and personal
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: | advise the honourable influences impacting on students’ decisions about their
member that the government’s policy is to allow for flexibili- schooling. With respect to students at risk of not completing
ty according to the needs of the student, and that is essentialiye SACE, this project was instigated as part of an action plan
what the government policy will be. | guess what theforthe SACE completion project. The project found that the
government is trying to do with this bill is encourage studentgpurposes of SACE were not being clearly communicated to
to remain at school so that they want to remain at schodll students and their families. This had resulted in the broad
rather than leave. In relation to what we are doing with thentention of the SACE to be relevant to and valued by all in
SACE curriculum, | make the point that successful schoolshe student population not being realised. The at-riskness of
are the best places for our young people to be. The govermot completing SACE is produced within and through
ment is committed to ensuring that the senior secondargtudents’ experiences and relationships with particular
curriculum is relevant to students and to encourage thechools, teachers and peers.
completion of SACE. Schooling experiences prior to the SACE contribute to
I guess we could talk for a long time about how we mightstudents not completing it. Students’ lives outside school—
implement this program to support the increase in the schodhat is, physical and mental illness, family responsibilities, the
leaving age. | know there was some criticism of this billdemands of part-time work, the after-effects of crime as
during the second reading debate, suggesting that this is thiéctims and/or offenders, racism and sexual harassment—
only policy the government has. Since this bill was intro-contribute to students losing faith in schooling and not
duced in this parliament the budget has now come down ancbmpleting the SACE, so | suppose that point is one that
all members can see that the budget allocates resources to tiedates to it. Obviously, the demands of part-time work
programs to increase the school leaving age, so clearly ttmntribute to students losing faith in schooling and not
government is committed to resourcing this program so thatompleting the SACE, according to this study.
we can achieve the results that are available to us. Specifical- The study also found that students believe that SACE
ly, I guess the answer to the honourable member’s questianvolved too much work; the timing and setting of assign-
is no; the government still accepts the need for flexibility inments was poorly coordinated; work was duplicated and
relation to the senior years of education. irrelevant; and there was an emphasis on work over learning.
TheHon. R.I.LUCAS: | thank the minister for the There was a dominance of written literacy and SACE
indication that the policy direction has therefore not beerassessment tasks, particularly some written genres, for
changed in relation to that. Does the research evidenaexample, the essay. There were variations in teachers’
available from the ‘Listen to me, I'm leaving’ report and the awarding of results, and the ingrained attitudes of some
other reports that the minister referred to, which also broadlyeachers resulted in the flexibility that SACE offered in
cover this area, indicate that it is advantageous for a numbessessment being ignored.
of young people to complete their South Australian Certifi-  Finally, the schools involved in the project undertook a
cate of Education over more than the one year, that is, by @nge of changes in information (institutional and curricu-
combination of part-time work and study, or because thdéum), teaching, learning and assessment practices to improve
judgment had been made by the young person or their familgtudents’ at risk engagement and completion of the SACE.
the school or a combination of all that the pressures of doinghave put on record a brief summary of the results of all the
all the subjects in one year might be too much? | note that thetudies that were undertaken at that time but | am not certain
‘Listen to me, I'm leaving’ report indicates that working part- that they address the question that was asked by the leader.
time does place additional pressures on some young peopgowever, one can take from several of those points that have
in being able to try to complete year 12. been raised that the obvious conclusions emerge from them.
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: A number of matters were TheHon. R.I.LUCAS: | do not want to delay the
looked at in the studies that were referred to earlier. Theommittee on this issue, and | accept that the honourable
studies were really about why young people leave school ahember is not the minister responsible for the school system.
an age that is earlier than we would perhaps like. | will givel will put the specific question because, whilst | appreciate
some brief answers about the results of some of those othaihat he has just read onto the record, it did not really address
studies, and that might at least help answer the questions thate issue that | was attempting to get from the government.
have been asked by the leader. There was a broad rangelafould be happy to have the minister take it on notice and
findings, including that students believe that schools are mos$tave the education minister, upon her return to office, send
successful in helping them obtain good academic results armde a reply on it rather than delay the proceedings.
make friends but are least successful in developing know- | will putit as simply as possible. The view that | have, as
ledge of the world, self confidence and interesting activitieshave a number of other people that | have discussed this issue
Students who believe that they are doing well are muchwith, is that the option of being able to complete SACE over
more positive about their schools than are those who expetwo or three years, or however many years are needed, is
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actually a good thing. It is advantageous that young people In what limited reply we received, the minister said that
are given that option and flexibility, even if it means that thethis bill is not a stand alone initiative: it is a starting point.
apparent retention rate is lower as a result of giving younVe are going to legislate to force kids to stay for another year
people that option. My question to the Minister for Educationand afterwards we are going to do something else. It reminds
is whether she agrees with that view and whether that will bene of the story about how supply and demand was explained
in essence, an objective that she will continue to provideto a young child. A person falls off a cliff and, as they are
allow to be provided and encourage within the school systenplunging down, a helicopter swoops down, a rope is lowered,
or is the apparent retention rate mantra that a number @nd the person grabs it and is rescued, and that is supply and
politicians and others have publicly hung their hats on ovedemand. You fall, you create the demand and the supply
recent years to be the guiding light in relation to all of this?immediately comes. We are forcing kids to be back at school
I am happy not to delay the committee on that issue angnd the schools will respond and provide what they need. As
longer and, if the minister is prepared to take that on notica former teacher, | will tell members what will happen. Later
and ask the minister to send me a reply, | would be happy ton this year—
accept that. TheHon. T.G. Cameron: Paul is a former teacher.
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: | will do that but | think TheHon. M .J. ELLIOTT: Yes, the Hon. Mr Holloway
that, if anybody has become hung up on statistics, it is thehould know that, because most of the curriculum develop-
leader. This government wants to see as many students aent is done by teachers on the run, some time later this year,
possible remain at school and that the students who remaabout November, there will be a mad panic: ‘We are going
at school get the best education possible, and really it is &8 have some extra kids next year. They don’t really want to
simple as that. Clearly, this bill is not the answer and | do nobe here so we had better offer some subjects. Who is going
think that anyone is suggesting that it is the answer to keeping do them?’ Teachers will be chosen to develop something
students on at school and completing their education with thisr them. Probably hundreds of these subjects will be
best possible outcomes. It is clearly an important step anddeveloped around the state, one or two will not be too bad,
think that has been made clear by the government throughobtit a lot of it will be time wasting, the kids will be turned
this whole debate. It seems to me that the leader is the onmgght off and it will not help anybody. A lot of these kids will
who is trying to let statistics get in the road of a very go into mainstream classes and kids who want to be there will
important principle rather than the government, but | will seebe further distracted. That is what is going to really happen.
whether the minister in another place has any specific If government members are insistent on keeping their
information that will assist the leader. election promise of raising the leaving age by one year, they
TheHon. M.J. ELLIOTT: The debate overall so far on should come into this place and say, ‘Here are the programs
this bill has been extremely flimsy and | think the parliamentwe have developed,” so we know that when the kids go to
has been treated with contempt. The second reading resporsehool they will have something that is worthwhile. | raised
from the minister runs to four paragraphs. A large number ofhat issue during the second reading stage and it has been
members contributed to the debate and raised a whole rangecked. This is the starting point, and then the government
of issues, yet the response amounted to four paragraphs, amgntions the redevelopment of the options available to young
then in debate on the first clause the minister chose to answpeople. What options? Please explain what are the options
a few questions about how the statistics are derived, whicthat are being redeveloped.
is probably the least important part of this whole debate. The TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: Itis all very well—
most important part of this debate is what it means in terms The Hon. M.J. Elliott interjecting:
of the education of children. What are the real consequences The Hon. P. HOLL OWAY: Have you finished?
for the young people whom we are going to send back to The CHAIRMAN: If we are demanding standards, |
school? That was not addressed during the second readingmind members that second reading speeches are usually
response or in the additional replies that the minister gave ahade during the second reading stage. | understand that there
the beginning of the debate on this clause. is some disappointment that questions were not answered, so
The parliamentary process and the Legislative Councilam allowing the Hon. Mr Elliott to make extended prelimi-
have been treated with contempt because the minister has mary remarks, but | think we ought to get to the bill shortly,
answered questions that have been raised by members of thisd | am sure that the Hon. Mr Elliott is working towards that
place. If members— point.
TheHon. P. Holloway: | haven't completed it yet. TheHon.M.J. ELLIOTT: | am treating the bill now and
TheHon. M.J. ELLIOTT: Why didn’t you do it at the we have traditionally raised during committee issues that
end of the second reading stage? If issues are raised in there not covered in the second reading debate. My dis-
second reading debate, unless a lot of research is needagpointment at this point is that virtually nothing was
which necessitates a minister to provide information later, inddressed at the end of the second reading stage or at the start
is expected that, before a bill goes into committee, issues wibhf the committee stage. | will ask more questions after
be addressed by the minister in closing the second readinir Holloway responds.
That is what is expected and | think that we should set a TheHon. P. HOLL OWAY: The Hon. Mike Elliott asked
standard. This government talked about standards whenrite questions and | will give some details in a moment about
came into office, so let’s do it. As | said, many memberswhat the government plans to do, but perhaps he should
raised issues and they should have been addressed at the endtemplate the question as to what those students who leave
of the second reading stage. When the minister got up techool at 15 will be doing, because all the evidence is that
make some points, | thought, ‘Good, he is going to addrestheir futures are pretty bleak. As far as this government is
all the issues now.” He did not. As | said, he has providedconcerned, we want to do something about those students,
information about how the statistics are measured, which ibecause the overwhelming evidence is that, unless we do
probably the least important of all the arguments we are goingomething about it, those students do not have much of a
to have in this debate. future.
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A program based strategy will be the main vehicle for the Resources will be targeted to groups considered most at
implementation of the changes to support this legislationrisk, thereby addressing the problems of retention and
There are existing programs, resources and facilities that widbsenteeism before they become chronic. Itis likely that there
support it, along with new programs currently being preparedwould be an increase in teaching staff at the secondary level
These include programs that directly support students arnid accommodate the increase in enrolments resulting from
those that support teachers in schools to in turn supporhore students staying at school.
students. | will first address the programs to support students. TheHon. M.J. ELLIOTT: | have listened very carefully
The government is working on a new senior year strategy tto the Hon. Paul Holloway, with my former teacher’s hat on,
encourage the use of a wider range of methodologies. Thosad thought, ‘What does this really mean in the classroom?’
students who are disinclined and are not meaningfullyrhe Hon. Paul Holloway has said: there will be programs;
connected to their school will be encouraged to stay at schotthere will be resources; there will be new strategies; and we
by a more tailored approach to their needs. We will addreswill apply new methodologies. What does that really mean
adult learning principles and make sure that school is relevatin the classroom, minister? The minister talked about offering
to the individual's needs. There will be one-on-one caséraining commencing at the beginning of next year. The
management of students at risk of leaving school early. beginning of next year is when these kids will have to be in

Currently, school counsellors and year level managerthe classroom.
fulfil this role. They will be asked to give greater emphasis You cannot train teachers in new methodologies over-
to the mentoring of students at risk of leaving school earlynight, and new courses are not developed overnight. | want
Counsellors will use the mainstream curriculum and &o know what these courses are; what the methodologies are;
pastoral care program to highlight the importance of schochnd how they will be delivered to the teachers so that they are
completion for work force success. A major review of ready for next year so that the courses and the people who
vocational and enterprise education delivery is beindhave the appropriate training are ready for it. The minister
undertaken. There will be a greater emphasis on targetingally is pushing a person off a cliff and hoping that they will
regional programs for students at risk to allow students tde rescued on the way down. Will the minister be more
combine study for SACE with new VET strategies that will specific in terms of what is actually going to be done? Can
promote school attendance and engagement. the minister give us an example?

The new strategy will also form part of mainstream TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: What are those students
schooling in the senior years so that all students will see€loing now? Whether 1 January next year is too early or not,
greater relevance to their schooling, thereby promotingven if the programs that we might devise are less than
improved social capital. Special programs for disinclinedperfect, surely it is better to start on 1 January next year than
students, similar to those offered at Osborne House and tht start at all. | gather that the Hon. Mike Elliott is suggest-
Hallett Cove youth project, will be further explored. Thereing that we should not do anything at all.
will be a commitment to reducing the number of suspensions The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting:
and exclusions through re-engaging these disinclined students The Hon. P. HOLL OWAY: That is exactly right. If they
in a curriculum most suited to their needs. are roaming the streets—is that the solution that is being

Labor’s commitment of an additional $8 million towards suggested? | have given a lengthy answer in relation to the
computers in education will address the needs of all studensorts of strategies and programs that the department will be
but will provide necessary ICT resources and courses fadeveloping to address this problem. If we can get this bill
senior secondary students remaining at school who woulthrough fairly quickly, we have six months in which to
have left at aged 15. Funding provided by the Premier'dinalise that. Perhaps | will answer the question later on the
Children and Youth Educational Software Awards will alsonumber of students who are involved, which is another
aid in the improvement of information and communicationsquestion which I think was asked during the debate. | would
technology delivery in schools. Additional departmentalbe happy to answer that at some appropriate time, but perhaps
programs such as the DECS drugs strategy and Active fawe should finish this issue and then report progress.

Life will support schools in addressing students’ needsinthe TheHon. M.J. ELLIOTT: | remind the Hon. Paul
secondary years, particularly their social, emotional andHolloway that again he did not give us a single identifiable
physical needs. These programs are complemented Isyrategy that will be adopted, one that will be applied in the
community/industry based programs and service clubs antlassroom. | put it to the minister that perhaps this bill should
associations. These programs play a valuable role in encouse brought back in six months when he is able to say to us,
aging attendance, engagement and retention at school. ‘This is what the strategies mean. Here are the programs.

I turn now to programs to support teachers in schoolsHere is the training that has already been given to the teachers
Schools will be provided with improved software packagesvho are going to be providing these subjects,” not the other
to track and monitor a student’s progress and analyse anday around. Clearly, the minister is not going to respond, but
address retention issues relevant to their particular schobthink | have made the point.
community. This software will reduce and streamline the During the second reading stage, | acknowledged the
current work of teachers and support staff rather than add tisnproved ratio of teachers in the junior primary schools, but
it. A comprehensive professional development package fat will be another 11 years before that flows through to the
teachers and school leaders will be prepared for the conehildren who will be facing up to having to stay that extra
mencement of the 2003 school year. Teacher training angkar at school, before they hit that 16-year-old age group,
professional development will be targeted towards meetingvhich is a bit of a wait. | acknowledge that that will be useful
skill shortages and providing whole school quality improve-in the long term.
ments and accountability programs. An investment in the | also raised the issue of middle schooling. There has been
early years of schooling with the appointment of an additionah junior secondary review sitting around, gathering dust, for
14 primary counsellors and 160 additional teachers is aome 10 years. There is no doubt in my mind, as a teacher
commitment to long-term student participation and retentionwho has taught from grade 4 through to year 12, thatitis in
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the year 7-8 transition when we start losing the kids. Thereounselling, but none of those initiatives will be implemented
are very few in year 7 who are disengaged but, by the end dfi a vacuum and the department has commenced a process of
year 8, there are a lot. consultation with principals through principal associations on
The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting: programs relevant to the specific needs of specific schools.
TheHon. M.J. ELLIOTT: Sometimes they can be re- We acknowledge that individual communities will need
engaged. | am saying that we tend to lose a lot of them in thandividual responses, and it is our intention to work towards
transition. It is not just because they have changed schoolachieving that.
it is because the way that education is delivered is radically |also make the comment that there are, of course, within
different. | am disappointed that the government did not abur high schools at the moment a number of students who
least respond to that. That is what we are saying in thignay be on the verge of contemplating dropping out of school
debate. Previously, the minister was quoting from the report the current age of 15 years, so clearly schools now have to
but not responding to it. There was no analysis. In fact, th@ddress the problem—the same problem they will have to
report has not been looked at by members. We have seen thddress with other students in there as there will be those
Leader of the Opposition getting his first look at it. It is students on the margin of dropping out. What will happen
relevant to the debate, and yet we will pass the bill todaywith the changes being made here to increase the school age
There has been no intellectual analysis of the issues. will be a question of scale rather than a question of the issue.
The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting: The need is there to try to encourage those young adults to
TheHon. M.J. ELLIOTT: As | said, there was not much remain at school. The challenge is there now—it is not just
analysis of it by the government during this debate. It wag matter of whether we are adding a few hundred extra to the
just not there at all. | ask the minister to respond to the issuthousands of students already in the system.
of middle schooling and whether the government will do  To turn now to the specific question the honourable
anything about that. member asked in relation to middle schooling, | point out that
The CHAIRMAN: | draw honourable members’ attention under the former Labor government a junior secondary
to the time. It might be a fortuitous moment for the ministerreview was undertaken, the report of which was published in
to take some advice over the dinner period and come back993. Out of the recommendations of that review came an

refreshed. action plan for middle schooling. The former Liberal
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: | am happy to answer that government did not action the recommendations of the
question on middle schooling after the dinner break. review. There has, however, been some action on the
recommendations. Most of the accommodation of the
[Sitting suspended from 6.03 p.m. 7.45 p.m.] recommendations of the review has been at the local level.

For example, many area schools looked at how their re-

The CHAIRMAN: | understand the minister was going sources were being distributed and established agreements
to get a briefing. | ask members to confine their remarks tabout how the resources would be directed at the middle
the bill and, if we want to make philosophical statements oschool years.
matters of observation, | ask them to make them at the third Decisions about class sizes, contact time and teaming were
reading and try to address the bill in order to make progressnade by local agreement. In 1998 a group of principals

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: Before the dinner adjourn- contributed funding for a salary to support the establishment
ment the Hon. Mike Elliott had asked questions in relation toof the middle school network. The network was managed by
middle schooling and made some comments. Before | refea project officer funded by the schools. The network currently
specifically to middle schooling | will make some other has 12 full member schools and 28 associate member schools.
comments in relation to his remarks. There are a number o&n international middle school conference is taking place this
initiatives that the government proposes to take in relation tenonth arising from a summit convened by South Australian
this bill. The establishment of the Social Inclusion Initiative departmental officers. The way in which middle schooling is
is one of those. It has two key references, one of which i®eing dealt with in schools is progressed beyond the single
increased school retention, which is a major focus of théssue of literacy and now takes into account the whole range
government through that avenue. This is an initiative thabf learning experiences of the adolescent, including social,
aims at ensuring a whole of government response to thghysical and emotional factors. This is reflected in the middle
challenge of increased school retention. This initiativeyears volume of the SACSA.
recognises that schools cannot do it on their own. Young TheHon.M.J. ELLIOTT: My youngest child attends
people have complex lives and needs, and the support &lackwood High School and | recall last year getting a
government agencies will be engaged in dealing with suchewsletter talking about middle schooling at that school. As
issues as homelessness, mental illness, involvement withy daughter goes there, | know they do not have middle
drugs and family cohesion. school at all, but they said they did. | wonder how much of

SACE (South Australian Certificate of Education) will be the so-called middle schooling is smoke and mirrors with
reviewed to make sure the curriculum is relevant andchools saying they are doing it when in fact they are not.
appropriate to the needs of all students, increasing th&/hatis the government’s view in terms of what methodology
capacity for young people to stay engaged in meaningfuhnd pedagogy is being applied to middle schooling, what is
schooling. A new senior years strategy will be implementedt expecting and doing about that so that we get genuine
to focus specifically on the school experience of senior yeamiddle schooling and address the issues of kids being turned
students. The establishment of the task force on absenteeisff school? They are not being turned off years 11 and 12 but
will provide advice to the minister on strategies to improveoff years 8, 9 and 10. They are the crucial years in terms of
attendance and will be encouraged to focus on best practickesing them absolutely.
Along with all those initiatives, the government has pledged We may be losing them part way through primary school
a further $8.1 million to provide extra teachers, VET inand the changing class size will help, as will extra counsel-
school programs, individual learning pathways and improvedbrs, but we finally lose them in those three years. It is an
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important question that has not been addressed. | can tell TheHon. M.J. ELLIOTT: You can play all the games

members of one school that | know of that says it does middlgou like, but you know very well that education is something

schooling, but it does not. Other schools like Norwood haven which | have been intimately interested ever since | have

middle and senior schools, but it is a physical arrangemeriteen in this place, having come out of teaching—

and not a change in teaching methodology. What is the An honourable member interjecting:

government’s commitment to middle schooling and whatit TheHon. M.J. ELLIOTT: Yes, it was a long time ago,

is doing? Is it relying on some sort of osmosis process thétut | have kept my kids in the public system and watched

these things will happen bit by bit? how it has worked closely. | have been committed to the
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: | can tell the honourable system and believed init, and | have watched very carefully

member that in a fortnight South Australia will host the firstwhat has been happening with my kids as they go through.

international conference on middle schooling in Australia| retain many good—

which has created enormous interest in South Australia and The Hon. T.G. Cameron interjecting:

overseas. The honourable member may care to go to it and TheHon. M.J. ELLIOTT: Not a lot. | retain many good

actually see— friends still in the education department and they tell me the
The Hon. M.J. Elliott interjecting: way things are working and, frankly, things have not
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: That is very pleasing. changed. My concern is that the way things used to work was
TheHon. T.G. Cameron: | am sure you will enjoy his that some bright idea would come along from on high, and

contribution. the brightidea is that we now need courses for all these kids,

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: | am delighted with that. and late this year the teachers will try to invent something to
The Hon. Mike Elliott accuses me of talking in general termskeep the kids occupied. At the end of the day, that is what it
Is the honourable member really trying to say that we shoulavill be: it will be a survival class for the teachers because that
go down to the intimate details on what every school is doings the way it has always worked.
in individual cases, which staff they are employing and so | wanted the Hon. Paul Holloway to convince me that
on? For heaven’s sake, this government brought down its firshere was a real plan and committed resources to ensure that
budget four or five days ago—on Thursday last week—and will not be a process where, at the end of the day, the
up until that time the finalisation of the budget process hagrincipal says, ‘We need some courses.’ That is the way it has
been difficult if not impossible for the government to proceedalways been done in the past and it is not satisfactory.
in terms of many of these programs. This measure is one that TheHon. P. HOLL OWAY: If we are to have a debate
the government put high on its agenda. It is one of the firsbn this, perhaps | could ask the Hon. Mike Elliott whether he
bills going through parliament. The measure to increase thieelieves that every case involving the few hundred people
school leaving age to 16 years will come at the end of thisvho leave school after the age of 15 (before they get to 16)
year. We have about more than six months before the neis the same. Does he believe that you can categorise each one
school year actually starts. The budget is now allocatingf those people who leave school? There is a range of
money towards that process. If we do not do things— reasons—

The Hon. G.E. Gago interjecting: TheHon. T.G. Cameron: You know the answer to that

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: They will be wandering before you ask the question.
around the mall and doing all sorts of things. We have to have TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: | do know the answer to
a whole of government— that. Certainly there is no doubt that many of those children

The Hon. T.G. Cameron interjecting: will have specific problems, and | have referred to some of

TheHon. P. HOLL OWAY: That was probably the way them in the answers | have given—everything from drugs to
it happened when the Leader of the Opposition was ministédnomelessness through to a whole lot of other reasons.
for education. Perhaps that was the standard he set. However, many other students in that particular group will

The Hon. G.E. Gago interjecting: leave for other reasons as well. There is a whole range of

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: Exactly, as my colleague reasons, and those issues should be addressed on that basis.
says, this government is starting the process of dealing with will vary geographically: probably in country areas there
the problem. | make the point that the honourable membaewill be different reasons. There will be a whole range of
keeps saying, ‘Look, these things are too general’, when hereasons which means that a whole range of responses will be
it is, five days after the budget, and he wants specific detailsecessary, depending on the situation.
presumably at every school. Again | make the point— TheHon. J.F. STEFANI: Is the minister able to outline

TheHon. M .J. Elliott: You had this as policy going to how many students might be required by this measure to
the election. | thought you would have worked out a bit of itcontinue their education? Will the effort that is being
beforehand. contemplated by the government to keep students at school

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: As | said, the principals are longer be linked to TAFE colleges and other training
talking and looking at the issues at individual schools. Thingénstitutions to enable the students to receive further educa-

are happening and we have indicated that. tion? Will the minister also advise what processes will be
Members interjecting: undertaken by the government through the schools to ensure
The CHAIRMAN: Order! that students who are being asked to stay for another year are

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: It is obvious that whatever given a clear goal and challenge to enable them to understand
we say the Hon. Mike Elliott will not be convinced by it. | that this additional year of education will be to their benefit?
think he indicated what he will do on this bill beforehand. All  The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: | thank the honourable
I can do as the minister representing the government is pubember for his question. | think we know where he is
the government’s plans on the record and, ultimately, we wilheading—
be judged by what we do, but what I find very disappointing TheHon. A.J. Redford: A good question.
is the incredibly negative attitude that people such as the Hon. TheHon. P. HOLL OWAY: It is a good question. First,
Mike Elliott have taken to this whole exercise. he talked about the numbers. It is fairly difficult to predict the
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exact number. If we looked before the election, when thiout and, on balance, she is of the view that the number of
was— additional students remaining until age 16 is likely to range
The Hon. T.G. Cameron interjecting: from a minimum of 500 to a maximum of 800 to 900—
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: That'’s right. A number of TheHon. T.G. Cameron: How much will that cost?
predictions were made prior to the election when thiswas a TheHon. P. HOLL OWAY: The costs are in the budget:
policy of the previous government. The former Liberall think it is $4.1 million for this year and $8.1 million in the

minister started off by guessing a figure of 800— full year. They are set out on page 3.12 of the Program
The Hon. T.G. Cameron interjecting: Estimates, Budget Paper 3. It is $4.1 million in this budget
The CHAIRMAN: Order! The minister is answering the and $8.1 million in the forward estimates for the following
Hon. Mr Stefani’s question. three years.

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: That was later revised down The CHAIRMAN: | would be grateful, minister, if you
to a figure of 400; and the previous minister told the membewould answer the questions that are formally asked because
for Gordon that the figure was 300. Obviously, one can sait is getting a little circuitous. The Hon. Mr Redford has a
that it will be somewhere in that ballpark. guestion.
The Hon. R.I. Lucas interjecting: TheHon. P. HOLL OWAY: Before | take that question,
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: It will depend on a whole the Hon. Julian Stefani did ask some questions which | was
lot of factors. As with every other prediction, it depends onin the process of answering. | hope | have the number, but he
what assumptions we make. We know how good the Leadetid ask me another question. Would he be good enough to
of the Opposition is at predicting, and we can see that if weepeat it because, unfortunately, we got a bit off the track.
look at the football pools: he is well and truly at the bottom  TheHon. J.F. STEFANI: What linkages does the
of the AFL tipping ladder. It depends what assumptions yowgovernment foresee in terms of the additional year of
make. It might be slightly more scientific than that. It doeseducation to be provided to the students with TAFE colleges
depend on the assumptions, but clearly the expected figume other training institutions? Also, can the minister give
is somewhere around that range, that is, about 300 to 800some indication of what provisions will be made to ensure
TheHon.R.I.LUCAS: This follows the Hon. thatyoung students are given the incentive, the challenge and
Mr Stefani’s question, because that was one of the questiorise goal to ensure that the additional year of education will
I raised in my second reading contribution. Forget about whabe to their benefit?
the former minister said and what the former minister TheHon.P. HOLLOWAY: The advice | have been
estimated—I have seen all that in the other chamber—yogiven is that the government is developing a career and
now have a budget which has been released, and you hatransition service model which has the following elements:
costings which are $27 million or $28 million over four years.an individual learning pathway plan for all students, which
During the bilateral process, the department must havicludes a transition plan and an exit map; individual support
estimated that there will be several hundred extra studentirough mentoring, case management and advocacy for
requiring extra teachers. There is not much use fudging anstudents at risk; access to career information, guidance and
saying, ‘The former minister said this’ and ‘The former counselling; and monitoring, tracking and follow-up support
minister said that'. for young people who require it. This model, implemented
The process operates on the basis that, if you want to get the regional level, encourages schools and agencies
extra funding—well | hope it operates on this basis—providing career and transition services to develop a coordi-
someone has to deliver something to someone in governmenated and collaborative approach which responds to their
who says, ‘There will be an extra 900 students. We canndbcal needs. Current practice varies across schools.
guarantee there will be 900, but this is our best Currently, schools have a range of processes in place.
guesstimate’—or whatever it is—'and we will require School counsellors, year level coordinators, home group
100 extra teachers’—or whatever it is. An estimate has to bieachers, SACE and VET coordinators and leadership teams
available for the current minister. Forget the former ministercan all provide students with counselling. Some schools have
The former minister would not have been making up thestudent support services teams which can support individuals
numbers; they would have been provided to him by then their pathway learning. Enterprise and Vocational Educa-
department or someone— tion (EVE) regional networks have links with local agencies
The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting: that can provide transition guidance such as job pathway
TheHon. R.I.LUCAS: If the department got them program providers, job placement, employment and training
wrong, he might have got them wrong. The minister in charggroviders, job network providers and group training com-
in this case has been the minister for only four months, bufanies.
believe me, ministers do not sit back and say, ‘Okay, | have Four regional networks are currently undertaking career
just done a calculation and it will be 643 15 and 16 year olds’and transition services trials, supporting young people across
The minister takes advice from her department. Forget abottieir regions to make successful transitions through and
what the previous minister was told. What have you basebtieyond school using a range of strategies such as mentoring,
your budget estimates on in this budget based on yowase management and advocacy, and providing individuals
proposals? That is what the Hon. Mr Stefani has asked, thatith support to make successful transitions. Some EVE
is what | asked in my second reading contribution and that isegional networks have employed career services personnel
what the committee is entitled to know before we are requiretb support schools to develop and implement a range of career
to vote on it. information, guidance and counselling strategies. These
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: | cannot quote the figures include professional development for teachers, use of
that were used in the budget, but | can say that obviously software programs and access to web sites and implementa-
number of assumptions were made and a bold number @ibn of programs such as Plan It and The Real Game series.
sources used. The department’s chief statistician, as | The transition portfolio is provided to all year 10 students
understand it, looked at a number of sets of data to work thign government schools as a tool to assist them to collect and
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articulate evidence about their skills, knowledge and abilities TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: With the greatest of respect,
in relation to their future directions. DECS is currently I find that answer offensive. This is the Legislative Council.
responding to the student support services component of tHehis government wants us to pass a bill. | am not asking these
MCEETYA endorsed national vocational education andjuestions for any political purpose other than to find out
training in schools framework. some facts, and the answer | get from the minister is go
TheHon. A.J. Redford: What does that stand for? down, cap in hand, and ask one of my lower house colleagues
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: Ministerial Council on to ask a question in budget estimates after we pass the bill.
Employment, Education, Training and Youth Affairs. So thel am not going to do that under any circumstances. | do not
ministerial council endorses the vocational education trainingver recall, in the eight years | have been in this place, any
in schools framework, which includes career and transitiofninister on our side saying, ‘Go down to the lower house and
management as a key activity area. So, | trust that thaask them to ask your question for us.’ Through you,
answers the honourable member’s question. Of course, thiftr Chair, | say that the minister has insulted this place by
linkage with the outside world is very important for the taking that tack.
students targeted by this bill. All' I have asked is whether there is a budget for how the
TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: Before the dinner adjourn- $8.1 million is to be spent. How is it broken up? Have you
ment the minister indicated that there would be an additionatllocated a certain amount for teachers, a certain amount for
number of teachers required as a consequence of this billgFograms and a certain amount for development? It is a
being passed. How many teachers will be required? simple question. | was pretty calm before, but the insulting
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: The government is trying ansSwers that the minister gives tend to up phe tempgrat_ure.
to deal with this program in the best way it can. We could justnd | can fully understand what the Hon. Michael Elliott is
say that the $8.1 million in a full year equates to X numberon @bout—we are just being fudged around. It is a simple
of teachers. You could work that out, if you wanted to, byguestion: is there a budget for how this $8.1 million is to be
dividing the amount by the average. But the government i§xPended?
looking at a program response to this so that there will be TheHon. P.HOLLOWAY: The budget was brought
flexibility because, if the money is to be spent in the besown two or three days ago. Perhaps if the honourable
possible way, it will go on teachers as well as a range of othéiember had had to endure the sorts of answers provided by

programs. So, within that budget, we will provide the the previous government in relation to budget questions over
resources that are necessary. the past eight years he would have a little bit more tolerance

The Hon. T.G. Cameron interjecting: for the process. The honourable m_ember should know that
TheHon. A.J. Redford: There has to be an estimate When budgets are formulated there is an enormous amount of
' detail that goes into the work after the departments finally get
their figures. The Leader of the Opposition would know
ecause he was the treasurer. There is the budget bilateral

Paul.
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: It just depends. As | said,
if you want to make an estimate, divide the amount of mone .
rocess and all the bids are put up—

by the— The Hon. RIl. Lucasinterjecting:

Members interjecting: . S
The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: Well, as | said, it is a
The CHAIRMAN: Order! nominal thing—

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: The $8.1 million budget, of Members interjecting:
course, will be spent on programs to ensure that those The CHAIRMAN: Order!
students who are 15 and 16 years of age will be in schoolS. The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting:
That is the whole point. It will depend to some extentwhere  ThaHon. P. HOLL OWAY: Let me read it to the hon-
they are and, of course, the situations in particular schoolg; ;.2 1nje member. Page 313 of the Program Estimates says:
S it would be very easy for me to get up and say that there Increased school leaving age: provide additional funding for up

will be X number of teachers and if it turned out that we hady, 43 extra high school teachers, associated facilities and support
Y number of teachers spend t_he money on sor_nethlng elsesfaff necessary to meet the government priority of increased student
suppose that would be a tactic. But | would think that whatetention rates.

is more important is that this government has given arhe budget figure is there, and the point | am trying to make

commitment in dollar terms to the programs that it will js—

prOVide, and that will involve a number of additional TheHon. T.G. Cameron: SO, is the answer 43 teachers?

teachers—a significant number. TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: Up to 43. The point is that
TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: My understanding is thatthe the exact number of teachers will depend on the situation.

cost of this bill is $8.1 million in a full year. Is that correct? The point | am trying to get across is—

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: Yes. TheHon. A.J. Redford: Why didn't you say that in the
TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: Is there a budget as to how first place?
this $8.1 million is to be spent: yes or no? TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: Well, it is there in the

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: | suggest the honourable budget. The point that | am trying to make, in an effort to
member, if he wants that information, gets one of hisassist honourable members, is that this is about a program.
colleagues to pursue that during the budget estimaté&/hat|am trying to get the honourable member to understand
committee. That is what the question is. We are not herés that the number of teachers within this program will vary.
debating a bill that is talking about increasing the schoolt is not fixed and there is a need to accept that.
leaving age from 15years to 16 years. | am providing The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting:
information that is available in the budget, that $8.1 million TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: The honourable member
is available. As | said, that will be program based. | suggesshould accept that if we are to best deal with this problem it
the honourable member gets one of his colleagues in theill be done in that program rather than in some specific
lower house to raise that during the budget estimates. formula.
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TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: If | understand the minister's TheHon. M.J. ELLIOTT: That is exactly the point. That
answer correctly—it has taken a while—he has now indicated really silly. The Hon. Gail Gago keeps up the chant, ‘Back
that up to 43 teachers are involved in delivering this progranon the street’. | do not want to see these kids back on the
within the $8.1 million. How are those resources to be splistreet: | want to see these kids in schools and getting genuine
between country and city? Is it going to be based on populeeducational opportunity. Simply forcing them to stay at
tion, such as 30 teachers in the city and 13 teachers in ttsehool does not give them opportunity.

country? TheHon. P. HOLL OWAY: | am advised that the figure
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: Those sort of details provided in relation to the number of schools was actually

obviously have not yet been worked out. based on the previous government’s estimate; | think it was
The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting: a $2.1 million cost. This government has put in far more than

TheHon. P.HOLLOWAY: The questions that the that original estimate to take into account the very points that
honourable member is asking are appropriate, as | said, tothe Hon. Mike Elliott has made. Yes, it will put demand on
budget estimates. He might find it offensive that | say thata whole lot of other resources, and that is why this figure is
but that is the way that it would have always been treated isignificantly higher than the $2.1 million figure that the

the past. That is where those questions belong— previous minister quoted just in relation to this policy. That
TheHon. T.G. Cameron: Do you want to adjourn this estimate is in recognition of the many additional costs, and

bill until after the estimates? it is nearly four times what the previous minister allocated.
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: Well, no. That is not all just because of estimated increased numbers.

TheHon. M .J. ELLIOTT: We have returned to where Clearly, there are all these other supports so that you can give
| started. | asked for specifics in terms of precisely what waghe necessary one-to-one support.
going to be done to tackle this and | got generalities: ‘There Yes, it will be expensive, and this government has shown
will be programs, there will be strategies, and we will applyits commitment to that by allocating a significant sum;
new methodologies'—those sorts of answers. | want to know8.1 million is about four times the previous estimate for this
what the programs are, the strategies and the methodologigsogram. Obviously, there will be some uncertainty with any
When somebody came up with this number—this magimew program; $8.1 million is the best estimate, but it is just
number that is in the budget as the money that will be madan estimate. Clearly, there are a number of factors. | am sure
available to respond to the fact that we are asking students that, as a former teacher, the Hon. Mike Elliott would be well
continue on at school—I presume that the process was thatvare of where the demands might differ from area to area,
at some stage somebody sat down with an envelope arsghool to school and individual to individual, but this is the
scrawled across the back of it, ‘We will put $1.5 million into best estimate we can make. Budgeting is not that certain. |
new strategies and so many millions of dollars into methodothink that what the Hon. Angus Redford and others are trying
logies’, and perhaps they even went a step further and god suggest is that you can have this perfect budget projection
another envelope out and considered how those methodolovo new policy areas. You cannot do that.
gies might be delivered so that they could have some TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: This minister has a habit—
reasonable justification for the number. The CHAIRMAN: Order! There is no point of order.

| think that we do deserve to have a bit more of the picture TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: This minister has a habit of
sketched out because we are putting the cart before ttsaying things | did not say, and | did not say that. All | did
horse—as | have argued all along—in terms of saying that weras ask some simple questions, and he spent 15 minutes
are going to make the kids stay without any satisfactonfudging around and | got annoyed. That is all that has
answer as to whether we are going to deliver something thappened.
them. The CHAIRMAN: Order! This argument is becoming

There is a range of reasons for the drop in retention ratesery circular. | am mindful that we are going over the same
One of them is that the relevant programs are clearly naground. The minister has made the point that it is enabling
there. The kids are increasingly being turned off high schoolgegislation and that he does not know the fine detail. We have
and the minister has failed to in any way address anyad 20 or 30 minutes of questions about the same area, and
specifics in terms of what is going to be done to make suré is very clear that we are not going anywhere with it. |
that we do not continue to make those mistakes. Simplyvould like to come back to the formal proceedings. We are
trying to make the kids stay at school will lead to a verystill on the short title. | had an indication that the Hon. Mr
heavy demand on resources. The counsellors will be ver@ameron wanted to ask a question, but he is not here at the
busy because the kids who are not staying at school are timoment. | will take any pertinent questions on clause 1, but
kids who have significant problems. | would like them to stayl am concerned that we are going into debate on a number of
at school but they have significant problems and it will be faroccasions.
more demanding on resources than the average kid who is TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: | will quickly provide one
staying at school. bit of information in answer to a question asked by the

The average kids who stay at school tend to be morélon. Angus Redford. | am advised that we will not know
academically-minded, tend to sit quietly, tend not to need askow many there will be in the country-metro split until
much counselling and so forth. The kids who we are askingpecember. That is when the split will be made, based on
to stay have significant problems that they are bringing fronenrolments at that time.
home that they have accrued over time through schooling and TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: | want to ask one more
other environments. They will demand significant resourcesjuestion. | preface it by saying that nobody in this chamber—
and you cannot assume that you can staff them on the sanreleed, nobody in this parliament—has a problem with the
ratio as we are using to staff all the other kids in the schoolgrinciple of lifting the age to 16. No-one need get defensive
These kids need significantly more attention. here, least of all the government. But we will all be terribly

Members interjecting: concerned if in 18 months we have not addressed the

The CHAIRMAN: Order! problems that we are all concerned about. With that in mind
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(and I am happy to wait for an answer or get it in writing the broader context of what these students—or | suppose
later), is the government seeking to achieve some sort dfion-students’ would be more to the point—might be doing.
objective with this program and, if so, within what time  TheHon. M.J. ELLIOTT: I will not ask the minister to
frame? Will that be evaluated, and how will it be evaluated?espond right now, unless he chooses to do so. One observa-
TheHon. P. HOLL OWAY: Broadly speaking, obviously tion I would make about the way high schools function is that
the purpose of the bill is to require students to remain athe sorts of classes that these kids would be in are not the
school until they are 16, and | guess the objective is to ensuf@0st popular classes among teachers. At the beginning of
that the experience of those students being at school from sch year there is an exercise of formulating the timetable and
to 16 is one that maximises their chances of getting employallocating classes to teachers. What usually happens is that

ment and being successful in life. the teachers with the least clout in the school, including the
The Hon. A.J. Redford: Can you be more specific than ©N€S who have just arrived and the ones who are in their first
that? It's pretty general. year of teaching, score the unpopular classes. That is not a

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: It may be general, but great start for these kids, but it is the way it works.
obviously if we are requiring students to be at school for an | wonder whether the minister, if not now then later, might

additional 12 months—and we have discussed this earlier—recognise that problem and, as part of the strategy, ensure that

all the evidence is that opportunities for young people ard€Se€ kids do not miss out. As | have commented about the
-§chool system on a number of occasions, high schools

garticularly are subject driven, driven by the senior teachers,
possible, and it is imperative that students stay at school d. very focused on academic delivery. They offer other
in some form of education. This bill seeks to achieve thatSUIOJeCtS because they have to but, atthe end of the day, mary
Overall, our society will be better if students stay at schoofacﬂers a][e thzre pecaLtJ)_se tthe}ll_hseehthemsltlalxez ?S t_bemg
longer and are better educated. It has come through the deb %@C ers of academic subjects. 1hey have all had teruary
that there is no point in keeping kids at school if they arefducation and they want to deliver their lessons in a particular

unduly dissociated from the system and not getting anythinﬁ’ay' Because they have had tertiary education, they are often

questioned nowadays. We need the most skilled work forc

out of it. We have to make their experience at schoo ot on the same wavelength. Often the least successful
worthwhi.le eachers end up teaching these students, and that does not

) help them a lot.
TheHon. A.J. Redford: H_OW do you evaluate that? TheHon. P. HOLL OWAY: The honourable member is
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: We have talked about other aking some generalisations. My wife is a teacher in a

measures in relation to absenteeism and all those sorts ﬁlﬁmary school and | have a lot of discussions with her about

areas. | guess that ultimately the benefits to society that Withe education system. All | can do is refer the comments that

come from this will be not only in a better skilled work force the honourable member has made to the minister to for
but, hopefully, also in a lower rate of social problems and &gnsideration. | would have thought that, with a good
whole lot of other areas. Given that we are talking aboupyincipal, if these sorts of problems exist, the principal would
several hundred students, | am not sure how one mighjjiocate the staff accordingly to ensure that the school
quantify the benefits, but you would hope that there would benctions to the optimum manner. Surely that is part of good
significant benefits for society coming out of this over time!management in schools, that the problems are addressed
because students will be better equipped to lead meaningfﬁbpropriately?
lives, gain employment and so on. TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: | point out to the minister that
TheHon. A.J.REDFORD: | would hope that the much of the last 50 minutes of questioning from the Hon. Mr
Minister for Education thinks about making sure they haveg|liott and the Hon. Mr Redford might have been avoided if
a set of standards that they want these students to reach &qlqiestions that were put by me and other members in the
the basis upon which they can be evaluated, because thatsgcond reading were responded to, and that issue was raised
the only way by which we will see improvement. It is not earlier. My colleague the Hon. Angus Redford indicated that,
simply an issue of keeping kids in an area, which is about alf he had been given the number of up to 43 teachers, his
this bill provides; it does not provide anything else. | thinkissue might have been resolved, and evidently that is part of
there is more to it than that, and it would be of assistance tehe budget papers. | offer that as a comment.
us all if the minister published specifically what she seeks to My other comment concerns this whole issue of resourc-
achieve, along with a system where that could be evaluateglg, which is critical issue, and | would like to pursue other
so that we and the public know that our money has been wefjuestions about resourcing that | raised in the second reading.
spent and that it is not just a system where we physicall{aving been on both sides of the budget bilateral process, one
retain people in a certain environment. as minister for education and for four years as treasurer, there
TheHon. P. HOLL OWAY: It comes back to this whole is probably no-one else in the parliament who can speak
of government picture. If we just ignored what is happeningabout that process from both perspectives, as | can, and that
to 15 to 16 year olds in school, and if we did not have this billis why | do not think that, at this stage of the process, anyone
or this measure, then where would those 500 to 800 studentsuld reasonably expect to be able to say which schools will
be and what would they be doing? That is how we shouldjet what or what the breakdown might be between the city
evaluate this issue. What are those students doing with theand the country. However, if the process is not such that the
time, and what will the long term costs be to society if andepartment is able to say that there will be up to 43 teachers
almost lost part of a generation keeps accumulating? Whait a cost of $2.4 million, $2 million for curriculum develop-
will the cost to society be if these students are out therenent, $1.5 million for professional development and training,
committing crimes or ultimately losing their potential becauseand $100 000 to send teachers interstate for courses, or
they cannot get jobs? We have to look at this not just in term#hatever, there must have been a budget bid put in by the
of the education budget and the money spent there but alstepartment through the appropriate minister to the Treasurer
in terms of the broader alternatives. We need to look at it ifor the bilateral process.
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If what is being outlined to the committee tonight is not  First, ABS data show that there were 20 500 15 year olds
what has occurred, it is a pretty gentle process that thigy South Australia in March 2001, and 95 per cent were at
government is going through in relation to budget bids, thaschool. Of the rest, 1.5 per cent were in full-time employment
a department or a minister can just pull out a number and sagind in apprenticeships or traineeships. The remaining 1.7 per
‘I want $8.1 million in a full year,” and no-one has to produce cent to 3 per cent—that is the range of 350 to 630—were
a breakdown of that and the Treasurer does not insist on itnemployed, not in the full-time labour force or not in full-
That has never been the practice in the past and it is disafime school or training. This last group of students are
pointing to hear that we cannot get that sort of informationconsidered to be the target group.
tonight as to the detail of that budget bid. We have had Secondly, a DECS report that identifies reasons for
50 minutes of that and we still have not got the detail othestudents aged 15 leaving in the year 2000 shows that a total
than it is up to 43 teachers. | do not intend to further delay thef 2 168 15 year old students left the system for the following
committee on that aspect of the resourcing. reasons: attending a non-government school, 203; attending

However, | want to clarify a number of the other issues.TAFE or private training, 78; left for interstate or overseas,
In response to a question from the Hon. Julian Stefani, th@66; other not specified, 857; paid employment in SA, 183;
minister stated that the department statistician has come geking employment, 97; and in the unknown category, 484,
with a number of somewhere between 500 and 850 studenf@r a total of 2 168 students.
between 15 and 16 years old. In the debate in another place, Excluding those students who left for reasons 1, 2, 3:
minister White, when confronted with estimates from theattending a non-government school; attending TAFE; or left
member for Gordon and others, continued to highlight thafor interstate or overseas; and paid employment in South
this bill related not just to 15 to 16 year olds but also to sixAustralia, on the assumption that the policy will exempt
to 16 year olds. The minister highlighted that it was wrongthese, it leaves a total of 1 438 students who would potential-
to look at just those aged between 15 and 16 years who might be required to remain in the system until age 16. However,
be covered by this legislation, that there are a number dhis number should be seen as indicative only as the data has
under 15 year olds who are not staying in school, either. yet to be validated and was collected for the first time in

I want to clarify that the information that the minister has 2000. . .
provided to the committee from the statistician is only an__Clearly, these analyses provide arange of likely numbers
estimate of the 15 to 16 year olds and, if that is the case, wh&om @s low as 350 to 1 400 students. The department's chief
is the further estimate consistent with minister White'sStatistician adv[ses that both sets of data h_ave statistical
contention in the other house of the number of under 15 yedimitations, particularly the survey data, at this stage. The

olds who have left the government school system early an hief statistician has examined and considered both the ABS
will now be required through these programs to stay on irgata and the departmental survey and compared this with the
school? most recent enrolment data for 2001. On balance, the

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: The honourable member statistician is of the view that the number of additional

o tudents remaining at school until age 16 is likely to range
asked specifically about the number of under 15 year old - . .
affected: is that correct? om a minimum of 500 to a maximum of 800 to 900. | think

. o .. that clarifies the honourable member’s question.
TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: I will clarify it. Does the statistic TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: | thank the minister for that

of between 500 to 850 students relate just to the 15 to 16 yegfarification of the issue of estimates and numbers. | under-
olds? How many under 15 year olds are affected? stand that it is not possible to say exactly what the numbers
TheHon. P.HOLLOWAY: As to the likely number of  are, but that is certainly closer to the way the system ought
under 15 year olds affected, | am advised that, because th@be operating. As | have said, | think the system ought to be
existing data collection on this matter is inconsistent, actuahperating so that there is detail as to the budget bid and the
numbers are difficult to get, but it is estimated that approxihreakdown of total costs.
mately 25 students would be seeking formal exemptions to The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: | make the point that this
leave school under the age of 15years for reasons @il was introduced and had actually been passed by the
employment. That is based on data from the West group afiouse of Assembly prior to the budget process. I think that
districts (country), where only one exemption has beemeeds to be recognised. So, this bill had been prepared and
granted to a student under the age of 15 for employmenitroduced on that basis significantly before the budget
reasons in the past 12 months. These data do not incluggocess.
students who were aged 14 years and six months who have The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: Itis one of the great advantages
chosen to leave school and for whom formal exemptions havgf having a bicameral system with a Legislative Council—the
not been granted. These students have generally not reportgskond chamber is now looking at it after the budget has been
to student attendance counsellors due to the relatively shoghnounced. So, what might have been confidential—and
time they have remaining to attend school under compulsioninderstandably so—prior to a budget in the House of
That is what | am advised as to the Ilkely number of under 15\559mb|y should no |0nger be confidential because the
year olds affected. budget has now been announced and the numbers are there.
In relation to the other matter, from the paper that advisesthink that is a point for members of the Legislative Council
on the number of students between 15 and 16 who are likely relation to the issue.
to be affected by the amendment, | am advised that it is TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: The process may have
difficult to determine precisely the number of students whachanged a bit since this bill was first introduced into the
will be required to stay at school but who may have choselouse of Assembly in May.
otherwise. In order to assess the number of 15 year olds who TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: Again, having been involved in
are likely to remain in school until age 16 following the this process on both sides, there would have been only one
amendment to the legislation, two approaches have bedsd. Having got the money, if the department then decides to
adopted. spend the money in a different way, so be it, | guess, if that
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is the way the processes in this government work. There TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: Just to clarify what the minister
would have been a bid that had been closed off and locked iis saying, the current staffing entitlement is not done on the
well prior to the announcement of the budget last week. | ddasis of enrolment at the school, as might occur in relation to
not intend to go down that particular burrow interminably. these students: it is the student having enrolled and also
I turn to the specific questions | raised in the secondittending the school for a course of instruction. As | under-
reading debate. In practice, how will this process work instood it, the current staffing formula is not just on the basis
terms of resourcing? When we get to clauses 4 and 5—af the enrolment at the school: it is that somebody makes a
whatever the major operative clauses are—obviously we willudgment that they have enrolled and that they are also
go into more detail. However, the way this system broadlyattending the school for a course of instruction.
operates is that these 15 and 16 year olds in particular will not The Hon. P. HOLL OWAY: Staffing levels are calculat-
be compelled to be at school. They will be compelled to enroéd on the number of students in attendance or participating
and then a whole series of exemptions or other options may a program of education.
well come into it. When we come to those clauses and talk TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: | think we need to be clear on
about the exemptions, if the exemptions are very broad, thigis. If | can give an example to assist you: many secondary
will be seen as very much window dressing in terms of theschools are staffed on the basis of February enrolments, and
practical implications of this bill if virtually everyone is given one of the flexibilities that some secondary schools have is
an exemption from having to stay in school and they arehat the February enrolment is the highest enrolment for the
given exemptions for the other alternatives talked about byear, as students drop out through the year.
the government. However, we will talk about those later. So, the teachers will find a big class at the start of the year
If we do just talk about the example that | highlighted in which steadily declines through the year. The schools are
the second reading, that is, if a school such as Christiesertainly staffed on the basis of the February enrolment, but
Beach, or whatever school, has 10 or 20 15 or 16 year oldertainly not on the basis of ongoing attendance, at least not
students who are enrolled and, in the circumstances, virtuallguring my term of 1993-97. It may well be that the system
all their time is not at the school campus but is spent at TAFEas changed since 1997.
or a training institution, etc., how does the minister intend the Can that issue be clarified—and | accept the fact that he
additional resources to be allocated and, in particular, hous not the minister responsible? Is it the minister’s advice that
does the staffing formula for that particular secondary schodhat is one sort of attendance or non-attendance that the
operate? For the minister’s benefit, the staffing formula haminister is talking about, in terms of staffing formula, where
been on the basis of the number of enrolments, whether it b@udents have been formally exempted from attendance—that
at February or some time later, such as July or August. is, they have enrolled and then are formally exempted from
As | highlighted when | asked the question about year 10attendance for the full year by some specific decision at the
as to whether it is an average number or whether it is done atart of the year, such as going overseas or getting a job? So,
the start of the school year, it is done on the basis of théhey are technically enrolled, but at the start of the year
number of enrolments. Given that the minister has indicatedveryone knows they will not be there, as opposed to the ones
that these students who might not be at the school will b&vho enrol and then, a month into the school year, they decide
enrolled, will that school be resourced consistent with thehey do not want to stay at school or, for whatever other
existing staffing formula? reason, they leave, yet they would have been calculated in the
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: | will deal first with the staffing formula based on the February enrolment.
question about how exemptions affect staffing levels. | am TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: | think the answer | was
advised that current arrangements will continue to applyreferring to was the formal exemption.
Students who are granted exemption will still be requiredto  The Hon. R.l. Lucas interjecting:
enrol at a school. Staffing levels are calculated on the number TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: The answer | gave was
of students in attendance or participating in a program o$pecifically in relation to formal exemptions.
education. If a student seeks an exemption following TheHon. R.I.LUCAS: To make sure itis clarified on the
enrolment, their status for the purpose of resource allocatiorecord, | understand that the advice—and if it is any different,
depends on the reason for the exemption being granted. lifam sure the minister’s team will clarify the issue—is that
they receive an exemption for the purpose of employmentye are only talking about those formally exempted at the start
they are recorded as having left school and are not funded. if the year. In relation to those students who drop out during
a student is granted an exemption for absence, such as tre year, those schools still will be staffed on enrolments at
overseas holiday, they are still counted on the census thatile start of the year in the February census.
used to calculate resourcing levels, provided there is an TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: It is not just a matter of
assurance from parents or guardians that they will return thaving the February figures, but there are, | am advised, two
the school in the current school year. If they receive arcensus checks, including the actual and predicted. Enrolments
exemption for home schooling, they are recorded but noaudits are also conducted as part of the process. | am not sure
funded. whether that fully answers the question, but it is not just the
Current practice will continue with adjustments for the February figure.
leaving age to the effect that students exempted from staying TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: To try to clarify the questions |
at school until age 16 will be required to be enrolled but willhave put and to make sure we all understand each other and
not be funded. Students who return to school because thew it will operate, has the minister received advice on the
conditions of their exemptions are no longer able to be mequestions | raised during the second reading debate in relation
will be included in the school term census and, accordinglyto the teachers EB? Is he able to indicate, for example, as
funded. In addition, the government is also examining a ranggom next year, how secondary schools will be staffed for
of program based responses, which | was talking aboutears 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12 enrolments? My understanding,
earlier, to provide students with a curriculum that will albeit somewhat dated, is that | thought for three of the
motivate them to remain at school. secondary years they were staffed on one entitlement, which
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was the early February enrolment, and therefore they had thenovative programs to deal with this problem rather than
advantage of students declining throughout the year anldoking at it in a traditional context.
having lower student-teacher ratios towards the end of the TheHon. R.I.LUCAS: | am not here to assist the
year; and in two of the years it is staffed on an average of theinister in his response, but one of the issues that would
February and the July-August entitlements. In the EBapply tothe issue raised by the Hon. Mr Elliott is that, if you
arrangement has there been any change to year 107 If thee talking of 500 to 800 students and you have, from
minister has answers, that will clarify the issue. memory, 100 to 150 area and secondary schools throughout
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: | should have given that the state with secondary aged students, and if you divide it
answer before. | am advised that the recent enterprisgp, you will have relatively small numbers in most of those
agreement does not change the staffing formula for year 1€chools actually staying on. However, in the bigger secondary
students. The enterprise agreement uses the same staffimgh schools and regional centres perhaps you will not have
formula for schools and pre-schools as in the previous awardig clumps of 15, 20 or 30: you are likely to have two, three
of November 2000. | am not sure whether the Novembeor four extra at the local school.
2000 one changed the situation going back to the honourable In the case of most schools, particularly area schools and
member’s experience, but certainly that has been the situati@maller secondary schools, that will be the challenge because
since November 2000. it will be the existing teachers with existing groups of
TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: That clarifies the issue of the students, whatever the number happens to be, who will have
teachers’ EB. | am wondering whether someone is able tone or two extra students. In terms of our contemplation of
advise the minister how the staffing entitlements for seconthe difficulty teachers will face, it will not necessarily be
dary schools for each of the years 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12 operateonvenient lumps of students. | understand the points the
| understood that some year levels were taken on the Februadon. Mr Elliott was raising of the newer teachers getting
entitlement, the early year enrolment, and for some years these classes, but in reality you will see existing teachers with
was done on an average of the early enrolment and sonexisting groups of students, for those who stay on in the
estimate of what it might be later in the year. Does theschools, having to cope with maybe one or two additional
minister have available in the team here tonight someone whetudents in their class.
can provide information on that? That may sound easy, but you need only one or two
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: It would probably be unwise difficult students added to an existing one or two who may
for me to provide that answer, but | undertake to provide italready be there. The Hon. Mr Elliott, and Mr Holloway’s

in writing to the leader. wife, who teaches in primary school, would know that for
TheHon. M.J. ELLIOTT: Was the upper estimate of those few students and for the other 15, 20 or 25—whatever
potential extra students 800? Was it 500 to 8007? the number happens to be—it would make learning very

TheHon. P. HOLL OWAY: It was 800 to 900, | think.  difficult. That is the issue and the challenge when one talks

TheHon.M.J.ELLIOTT: If that is the case, if the about methodology. The other issues the Hon. Mr Elliott
maximum number of teachers is around 43, we appear to baised in practice are the sorts of challenges we will probably
looking at an average class size for these students of about b@ facing.
students. However, | refer to the issue raised by the Hon. Mr Elliott

TheHon. R.I. Lucas interjecting: when he was doing his rough calculation in terms of possible

TheHon.M.J. ELLIOTT: That is true, but something class sizes; and | think he then went on to say that two thirds
like two thirds will, so it brings it down to a class size of of those might still be in school rather than being off site. |
about 14 or 15. It means that quite a few of the classes willo not know what that division is but, whatever it might be,
be fairly large in terms of the sort of subjects and methodolothat is the issue in relation to this bill. If there are 500 or 800
gies we would need to deliver to those students. The uppeastimated, and we find that 500 exemptions have been given,
number of teachers is likely to be insufficient to meet the reathen the point that | made earlier is that this bill will be
demands these students are likely to make on the system.argely exposed for what some sceptics see it as; that is,

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: The figures | gave earlier, largely window-dressing. Formally it goes up from 15 to 16,
as | indicated, were based on the previous governmentisut, in essence, everyone who wants or needs an exemption
position or costing early in the process. If you are talking ofis given an exemption and they are off the books, albeit that
$50 000 a teacher and you multiply that by 43, the answer ithey have been enrolled at the secondary school.
about $2 million. With this program we are talking about In terms of one of the issues raised by the Hon.
$8.1 million, so clearly the capacity is there. | tried to explainMr Redford earlier as to how we measure its success, | refer
earlier that within this budget the government is trying toto the point | made in my second reading contribution; that
have a program estimate, so rather than talking about doirig, the Premier has laid down a very clear guideline as to what
statistical exercises it can give a distorted picture. It is bedte sees in relation to this over the next four years. The student
to look at the overall program, which is the point | am trying retention rate, which is now just over 60 per cent, will be
to make—perhaps labouring it—in this debate. Within aheading back to 90 per cent and the halcyon days of 1992 or
significant budget we are trying to address this problem as w&993. That is the objective the Premier has outlined. He
need to respond to it. indicated that in a number of radio interviews for whatever

| am advised that the class size will not be compromisedhe social justice unit is or the social inclusion unit is. |
because a variety of schooling arrangements will be providedhdicated that in my second reading contribution, and that is
and many of them off-site. We are talking about a range 0bn the record; and many of us who are sceptics in relation to
programs and things here, which is why | have been tryinghe educational worth of this proposal will be able to measure
to get away from just looking specifically at former teachersts success or otherwise. One of the other measures will—
doing particular things. We need to look at this in terms of the  The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting:
overall program. The point the Hon. Mike Elliott was trying  TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: There may well be. To answer
to make is that we will need some flexibility and somethe Hon. Mr Redford’s question, one of the other measures
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will be to see how many exemptions are given to thisnot there before, it is most likely that they will be absorbed
particular new arrangement, and we will explore that and thanto current classes; and the consequence of that is that you
particular process during the latter stages of the committedave a few more kids who do not want to be in these classes
One of the issues that | raised in my second reading contribwnd there can be consequences from that. If, on the other
tion, again, was in relation to the exemptions. Does théiand, you start getting eight, nine or 10 staying on, in many
minister have a reply as to what level the decision forcases thatis clearly too many to be absorbed into many of the
exemptions will be delegated to within the department? current subjects—and they will need delivery of some
TheHon. P.HOLLOWAY: | am advised that the differentcurricula. The real danger—and we are trying to get
following exemptions exist and existed under the previousome social justice for these kids—is that another set of kids
government for exemptions under the current legislativat the same school will miss out.
arrangements. Our principals have delegated authority from What you will find is that country schools and schools in
the minister to approve applications for temporary exemptioithe less affluent areas, for one reason or another, will struggle
from attendance for periods up to one calendar montho have large classes in subjects such as maths I, maths I,
Temporary exemptions exceeding one month are approvgghysics and chemistry, for instance. The classes are often
by the Executive Director, Schools on the recommendatioquite small and every year in many schools there is a debate
of the district superintendent; and the Executive Directorabout whether or not they can continue to justify the small
Schools, has delegated authority from the minister to approvelasses. Every year here and there a couple of those subjects
applications for exemption from schools. It is this govern-fall out of what is being offered by those schools, and
ment’s intention to review these delegations to ensure thaherefore the choice for students at those schools is limited.
they are appropriate and, in so doing, consider the most A danger that we have is that as we bring these other kids
appropriate level of delegations for approval of exemptiondack into the school—and we want to see them there—if we
for students affected by the change in legislation. do not resource them properly, the school will have to go
The proposed amendment would provide the minister witlthrough the exercise of juggling which classes they can keep.
the power to grant conditional exemptions to students whdhey have to offer classes to these kids because they are
are under 16 and who would otherwise be required to stay ahere, and they will have to be classes of a particular type.
school. Members can rest assured that, should at some poidan they still justify their chemistry class of four or five kids,
the minister decide to delegate her power to grant exempwhich some schools are doing now? Can they justify the
tions, such delegations will be at very senior levels withinmaths Il class, their language class, or their music class? The
DECS. answer will probably be no. As we seek to accommodate the
TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: Will the minister clarify that? As reasonable aspirations of the non-academic students, if we do
I understood it, the minister was saying that the currenhot provide sufficient resources, then members will find that
arrangements are that it is delegated to advice from ththe academic students will miss out.
district superintendent. This is for— I do not think that this will be a problem in the big eastern
The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting: suburbs high schools, but it will be a significant problem in
TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: Yes, in essence, the 12 month the less affluent northern and southern suburbs schools and
exemption about which we are talking is currently delegatedh the smaller country schools. | am not posing that by way
to the Executive Director, Schools, whose position is beingf a question at this stage; | am just noting that it will be a
abolished and amalgamated at the moment. The ministehallenge when we go into the staffing of classes next year
might indicate whether or not that is correct. if we do not get sufficient staff resources to look after these
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: No, | am advised itis not.  extra kids who are being required to remain at school.
TheHon. R.I.LUCAS: On the advice of the district TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: Yes, | do not know that that
superintendent. | think the minister then said that that will bas in dispute. Certainly these kids will need resources. The
reviewed to see whether or not that was appropriate. Is thdon. Mike Elliott did talk about social justice for these kids
minister saying that, in the absence of any change, that wilind | appreciate that, but again | make the point: how much
be the practice as from the start of next year? It will be asocial justice will there be if they drop out of society? What
decision taken by the Executive Director, Schools, based owill happen to them then? In my view, we have a social
the advice of the district superintendent. responsibility to these students and | do not think anyone is
TheHon. P.HOLLOWAY: | was seeking some sayingthat,insome cases, it will not be difficult for schools,
clarification as to how long the review would take andbutwe as a society have obligations and we have to deal with
whether it would be completed by the end of the year. Thathat. | have tried to point out tonight that the budget allocation
is correct: the review will be completed by the time it starts.that we have for the number of students we expect is
TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: Perhaps | am not being clear at reasonably significant.
this hour of the night. | understand a review is to be done but, | think the other point that needs to be made is that those
in the absence of any change as a result of the review, wheme or two difficult students that the Hon. Mike Elliott was
the process starts in 2003 it will be a decision for thetalking about will be well known to the teachers. The teachers
Executive Director, Schools, based on the advice of thavill know their needs probably better than anyone and,
district superintendent. If as a result of the review no changetherefore, can support them in staying at school or finding a
are made, will that be the process that will operate as from theelevant alternative. | think | also need to make the point that
start of the next school year? it is unlikely that there will be the sort of numbers that Mike
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: Yes. If the review is Elliottis talking about—I think he said eight or nine—in one
completed and it finds something that is more appropriateschool.
then the changes will be made. | think the other point that | should make is that | am also
TheHon. M .J. ELLIOTT: The Hon. Rob Lucas made advised that some schools might cluster together for specific
the correct observation that, if a school gets only one, twaprograms for students returning to school using a district
three or four kids who are required to stay on and who wereluster model. So | think we need to be innovative and, again,
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I come back to the point that there are a lot of kids sitting orcollaboration with neighbouring schools. Schools will be
the margin now who might be on the verge of dropping oufprovided with improved software packages to track and
and, clearly, we have to cater for their needs as well. monitor students’ progress and analyse and address retention
TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: | think the last general issue | issues relevant to their particular school community. This
raised in the second reading debate that has not been clarifisdftware will reduce and streamline the current work of
yet is that a secondary school will not be staffed for a studerteachers and support staff rather than add to it. It will monitor
who has enrolled but who then has an exemption. | will giveand track students through and beyond school to provide
the example of a big secondary metropolitan school whiclilestination and date feedback to schools about the effective-
might have, let us say, 10 students who have enrolled but wheess of their transition processes.
have been given exemption from the school, so there is no Rather than increase the workload for schools, it is
additional resource going to that school for those 10 studentanticipated that the new system will support schools and
Can | clarify that it is not the responsibility of that school andstreamline monitoring procedures. Further work to refine
its staff to monitor those 10 students in its off-campussystems for supporting and monitoring student progress will
placements—whether it be at the local TAFE trainingbe undertaken as a matter of priority. | am also advised that
institute, private training provider, employment or justfunding will be allocated in two ways: via increased staffing
ensuring that they continue in one of the exempt programst?ased on enrolment increases, and through a range of support
The minister can give a conditional exemption, as | underinitiatives, counsellors and other support programs.
stand it—or an unconditional exemption—such as, ‘Youare TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: | noted the lofty goals for the
exempt as long as you continue at such-and-such a trainirepftware that is being introduced. If | can speak from
institution for the 12 months’ or ‘as long as you continue toexperience, it will be one of the rare examples, if it works that
be employed by Baker’s Delight’ at Salisbury or at Hackhamway, where teachers’ and schools’ workloads are reduced
Certainly, on my reading, the House of Assembly debateather than adding to the angst that inevitably seems to
seems to indicate that the responsibility would rest with theaccompany any new software development in schools
school at which the student is enrolled, yet we have justlesigned to assist them. The intentions have always been
clarified that that school will get no additional resourcegood but the practice does not always eventuate.
because the students are enrolled at that particular school. As | understand the response the minister has just
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: | will address the question delivered in answer to the question, he is confirming that the
the honourable member raised previously, that is, how wilschool in the example that | have given that might have
each individual's progress be monitored when enrolled in 40 enrolled students with no additional staffing in accordance
school and attending elsewhere? Students who seek avith the staffing entitlement will continue to have a duty of
exemption must demonstrate a commitment by the employerare to the outsourced or out-placed student. So, if a student
or the approved training authority along with the parents andfom Fremont High School has been given an exemption
the school to support the students’ employment and/obecause they have a job at Prospect at Baker’s Delight, or
learning program. The exemption will be granted only if thiswhatever it is, it is the responsibility of the teachers and the
criteria is met. Schools have a duty of care to all studentsstaff at Fremont High School to ensure that the terms of the
including those who are enrolled and who are granted anonditional exemption given by the minister—that is, as long
exemption from attendance. Overall responsibility foras that student continues in employment, in that particular
students who receive an exemption from school will rest withcase, or training in any other case—uwill be the responsibility
schools under the management of the district superintendera§that particular school.
who will consult closely with schools and coordinate | note that the minister says that other agencies can
necessary resources to support schools. assist—FAYS and others—but | again highlight to the
The school monitors each exempted student’s regulaninister that those agencies do not just materialise. Someone
attendance and overall progress. If attendance is unsatisfazeeds to take responsibility coordinating them—that is,
tory and early intervention strategies by the school have beenevitably, the teacher or the school or someone within the
unsuccessful, the student is referred to the school districichool—who will then say, ‘FAYS is involved, or needs to
attendance counsellor and an inter-agency process may ensbie.involved, or some other agency will need to be involved,
Under current arrangements students participating in worln trying to assist this particular young person.’
education and training off the school site are still monitored So, the point is that, even though there is no staffing
closely by school personnel. The provider of the training als@ssistance, the minister holds out the hope that maybe
has responsibility in terms of occupational, health and safetgdditional counselling assistance might be given to schools
issues, and training sites are approved by DECS. in those circumstances. Again, in practice, the example | have
Secondary schools have systems for tracking students wigiven where you might have 10 students may well be
are at risk and who require specific support. The schogbossible: | don’'t know. | would like to have confirmed that
counsellor, year level coordinator or assistant principal oftethat is what the minister was holding out as being possible
undertakes this. There is also an inter-agency processsistance that would go to the school. If we again return to
involving other departments such as FAYS (Family andhe examples which we talked of earlier where a school might
Youth Services) and the Department of Human Servicebave only two or three of these students, | cannot imagine that
which assist schools in providing specialist interventionthey would get additional counselling support. It would
programs for students at risk. These arrangements wilippear that those schools, and their teachers and staff, whilst
continue to operate to track and support those studentley will not get additional staffing resources, nevertheless
enrolled at a school full-time or those who are attendingwill have the duty of care and will need to monitor and to
another course of instruction or employment. ensure that the terms of the minister’s conditional exemption
Schools have developed good practices in relation thave been followed through.
monitoring students’ attendances at TAFE courses and work TheHon. P. HOLL OWAY: When we were talking about
placements, often through clustered VET programs inhe budget figures earlier | indicated that it was not just a
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matter of teacher numbers. It was obvious from the raw AYES (cont.)

figures that there are a number of other aspects to this Gazzola, J. Holloway, P. (teller)

problem. | am advised that some whole-of-department Laidlaw, D. V. Lawson, R. D.

programs will be put in place to look at this. A range of those Lucas, R. I. Redford, A. J.

will be put in place and they will be tracked at department Ridgway, D. W. Roberts, T. G.

level. Obviously, there will also be the need for some Schaefer, C. V. Sneath, R. K.

interagency coordination in relation to this, as of course there Stefani, J. F. Stephens, T. J.

is now. These problems do exist at present because, ifwe are  Zollo, C.

increasing the age, | guess that we are, effectively, just NOES (3)

changing the numbers. Elliott, M. J. (teller) Gilfillan, I.
TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: So, a scenario might be that a Kanck, S. M.

teacher at a school is responsible for three students who are
placed in employment—or whatever it is. How does that in
practice help him or her monitor whether or not those young  C1ause thus passed.
people stay in employment or whether or not they need Clause 4 passed.
further assistance? If they have no additional resources, how Clause 5.

do they actually do that? o TheHon. R.I.LUCAS: Members will be pleased to know
TheHon. P.HOLLOWAY: What | am saying is that that clause 5 is the second to last clause. It seeks to strike out
there are resources through the whole-of-governmenjybsection 78(2).

programs. Obviously, the level of resources required will  The CHAIRMAN: Order! There is too much audible
depend on the individual cases. | guess the answer, in the sl versation: Mr Lucas has the floor.

of case you are talking about, is that if you find that you need TheHon. RI. LUCAS: Clause 5 seeks to strike out

a fairly specific amount of coordination then obviously that__ . Ay ; )
is Whgreethe resources will go. The assessment will t¥ave gection 78(2) of the principal act. Section 78(1) provides that
be made on that case by case basis. Additional resources wé Eﬁ)r;gncmgitfhcegn?;)Slgi)?;slsh%glaéggtoc;fctgﬁsceh(l)lrdg)es:ln?iltl
be put in place which will involve various levels of counsel- . : .
Iingpto engage young people in the relevant curriculum _such a_chlld to be employed (a) during _the hours at which he
Clause passed " isrequired to attend school; or (b) during any part of a day
Clause 2 asséd or night, in any labour or occupation that is such as to render
P ) the child unfit to attend school as required by this part or to

Clause 3. . > . ; .
- . obtain the proper benefit from the instruction provided for
TheHon. M .J. ELLIOTT: lintend to vote against clause him, with a penalty of $500.

3 at this stage—this is the part of bill which increases the age . .
of compulsion from 15 to 16—and it is not because | do not | "€ CHAIRMAN: Order! There is too much audible
want students to stay at school longer. What | want to b&onversation in the chamber; the Hon. Mr Lucas is endeav-
convinced of first is that, having required kids to stay atoU"ing to make a contribution.
school, there is something there for them. It needs to be TheHon.R.I.LUCAS: In the debate in the House of
something that works not just for them but also for theAssembly, paragraphs (a) and (b) seemed to be read as both
students who are already staying within the school. being required to incur this penalty. Certainly on my reading
The government has not made its case at this stage arifiat does not need to be the case. That s, if anybody employs
other than the fact that it is desperate to hurry through some child of compulsory school age during the hours at which
of the legislation that it promised at the election, there is nd€ is required to attend school, that person is liable for a
justification for having to do this just now, rather than laterpenalty of $500. Given that we are now raising the compul-
in the year, when the government can say ‘These are tHg0ry school age to 16, and given that this was probably
things that we have in place, and here—more precisely—arérafted decades ago when it probably made more sense than
the other things that we are going to deliver’. Clearly, theit Seems to make now, how does the department on its legal
government at this stage does not even have back-of-envelopévice get itself around the issue of the thousands of students
calculations to show to this place as to how the money tha¢nder the age of 16 who are employed during the hours of
has been set aside in the budget will be used to deliver re§Fhool attendance? In particular, does each of those students
and workable programs in schools and other places dindertaking SACE over more than one year get an individual
education. exemption from this, or are they given something which
The Hon. P. HOLL OWAY: It seems that what the Hon. provides that their requirement to attend school is different
Mike Elliott is suggesting is that the government should makdrom the requirement to attend school for all full-time
this commitment, spend the money and get the programs gtudents?
place even though there might not be any change that actually TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: | know the honourable
requires students to stay in school longer. Surely, one has tnember raised an issue during his second reading speech, and
bring the two together. If these additional resources are to bieopefully this will contain his answers; otherwise, we will
committed then it has to be part of a process that will requiréollow it further. | am advised that the Education Act 1972
students to stay at school until they are 16. It does not seenurrently contains provisions relating to those who employ
to make much sense to spend all the money and get ttehildren of compulsory school age. These provisions
programs in place if you are not going ahead with it anywaycontained in paragraph 78(1)(b) are not being changed. This

Majority of 14 for the ayes.

Surely, that is putting the cart before the horse. section makes it an offence for an employer to employ a child
The committee divided on the clause: of compulsory school age in such a manner that the employ-
AYES (17) ment would render the child unfit to attend school or obtain
Cameron, T. G. Dawkins, J. S. L. the proper benefit from the instruction provided to that child.

Evans, A. L. Gago, G. E. Such measures are in place to ensure that children who work
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part time during their schooling are not disadvantaged by TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: | am advised that paragraph
their employment. (a) stands alone.

This system has been in operation for a considerable TheHon. R.I.LUCAS: The minister is therefore
period of time and has not created any problem for genuinagreeing with what | said, that is, the first part of the answer
employers. As can be seen from the bill, it is not our intentioris that his advice is that it stands alone. If a person employs
to create a situation whereby an employer who employs & child of compulsory school age during the hours at which
child who is subject to an exemption precluding them fromhe is required to attend school, there is a penalty of $500.
attending school either on a full-time or part-time basis is tcHow in practice is the government and the minister intending
be subject to any form of fine if the employer through someo see that provision operate? On the surface of it, anyone
unknown misadventure brings about an unintentional breacfyho is employed during the hours at which they are required
of the child’s exemption conditions. to attend school would be liable to a penalty of $500.

Clearly as part of the proposed arrangements it would be TheHon. P. HOL L OWAY: Obviously nothing has
necessary for employers to be made aware of the conditionRanged in relation to that provision, which has been in the
of any exemption and the child’s obligation under thejegislation for a long time. What we are talking about here is
exemption. Our approach is one of information and suppofhat, if the curriculum of the child is such that he is required
rather than fining persons who may inadvertently breach thg, attend at school, a person should not employ such a child
exemption conditions. The current act has had a provisioguyring those hours, but if the curriculum is such that it does
aimed at protecting children from being educationallynot require the person to be at school, that there is some other
disadvantaged through part-time employment. This provisiogrrangement, | guess that person can employ them.
has not created a problem for employers and we feel quitt The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: There may well be a relatively
confident in stating that the proposed amendments will alS@pje |egal answer to this and, given that an amendment by
not create any adverse issues for employers. That was thge government may be successfully moved tonight, the bill
note | had, based on the Leader of the Opposition’s commengg,y have to be addressed again in the House of Assembly.
during the second reading debate, but | am not sure whethierhaps the minister can give an undertaking that, before the
he is referring to a different aspect of section 78(1)(b). | is considered in the other house, he will provide the

TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: | thank the minister for that goyemment's legal advice on section 78(1)(a). Given that
response, and that again raises a problem in terms of t%aragraph (a) stands alone, as the minister has conceded, it

interpretation of section 78. One of the sections in the reporiyay he that the requirement to attend school is the important
‘Listen to me, I'm leaving’, highlighted the issues of young jsq(je  as the minister has indicated.

people completing SACE who were working late hours, : :
whether it be nightfill at supermarkets or at fast food Letus take the example of a year 12 studentwhois doing

outlets—the Hon. Terry Roberts will know that experience,SACE over three years and whose requirement to attend

A school is flexible, so they are doing only one or two subjects
as | do—where secondary students work through until 11 of, y,o'vear Perhaps they should be given a bit of paper or
11.30 on week nights.

As to the issue addressed by the minister of someone Wh%o]methmg which states that the student’s requirement to
f

. . : . tend school as per section 78(1)(a) will be for only two
is employing a student inadvertently and does not realise tht, | o, Tyesday, three hours on Wednesday and two hours
they might be technically in breach of this provision, | do not |

think that this government or any previous government woul n Friday, so for all the other school hours when most other
- gover yp \ 9 g tudents would be required to attend, this provision would not
be seeking to visit upon McDonald’s the provisions of

> . X . apply. If that is the legal advice, | understand that there is no
section 78(1)(b), which provides that, if an employer employ§szml and there wouglld not be an issue with the extension to
someone in any part of the day or night such as to renderthf-5 to 16 year olds

child unfit to attend school, that is, if they fall asleep the next ) L
day, they might have committed an off%e/nce. The I:r)ninister’s TheH_on. P. HOL.LO.WAY' My advice is that what the
advice is more specifically directed to that. member is suggesting is correct.

My question is that the debate in the assembly, which Clause passed.
touched on this, seemed always to hinge on the fact, as did Clause 6.
the minister’s reply, that this provision relates only where TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: In relation to the exemptions, we
section 78(1)(b) applies, that is, such as to render the chiltlave touched on and clarified some of the issues that | raised
unfit, and that is the issue that the minister has read into th@ the second reading debate, that is, the level of delegation
Hansard record. As to the issue about rendering the childof this issue and my scepticism as to the potential for the
unfit, my reading of section 78(1)(a) is that no person shalhumber of exemptions that might ensue as a result of this
employ a child of compulsory school age, which will now be clause, and only time will tell on that. The issue was pursued
up to 16, during the hours at which he is required to attendh the House of Assembly but | wonder whether, having
school. The penalty is $500. The bit about rendering unfit foconsidered it between the assembly and the council, the
attending school is linked by ‘or’, so that is another option forgovernment is in any better position or in any more definitive
this penalty, that both provisions (a) and (b) separately caposition to be able to indicate whether the conditions upon
see the imposition of this penalty, not (a) and (b) together. which an exemption might be granted will be publicly

If the minister has different advice to that, | would be available in any way. Will they be issued publicly to parents
pleased to hear it, but certainly the way that the minister hagnd to schools or is this intended to be left with no further
responded again seems to presuppose that both (a) and @xXplanation other than subject to whether or not the minister
apply. My question is that, in relation to paragraph (a),considers it appropriate to do so?
particularly now that we are introducing a whole new cohort TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: A set of general guidelines
of students, up to 800 or 900 students who are aged 15 to 1&jll be available in relation to this, but, of course, the
many of whom may well be in part-time employment, whatminister will retain the power for exceptional circumstances
is the minister’s legal advice on this section 78(1)(a)? that, in these sorts of issues, will always crop up.
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TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: Can the minister indicate what =~ TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: To refresh my memory and that
legal force, if any, the guidelines will have? Will they be of members, under the definition of ‘approved course of
regulations under the Education Act? | forget the next stefnstruction or training’, do those accredited under the
down in relation to the Director-General’s instructions toVocational Education, Employment and Training Act include
schools—or something; the name escapes me—as to tleeurses provided by private training providers?
particular status of those instructions or guidelines to schools. TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: Yes, they do.

What will be the legal status of the guidelines? TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: Finally, given that subclause (a)

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: | believe the Leader of the Of the definition covers the TAFE courses; subclause (b)
Opposition is referring to administrative instructions andobviously covers a number of options for private training
guidelines issued by the minister, if that rings a bell. | amproviders. Is anything currently envisaged under subclause
advised that an exit map will be prepared for each studer€) Of @ kind prescribed by regulation or is that just parlia-

which will look at the issues involving the student employedMentary counsel's save-all subclause?
at school, and so on. TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: The earlier amendment that

I have does not have (c), so | think one can safely assume that
New Clause 7 it has been added as a catch-all. | will make sure. | must say
. ] ] that it seems to me to be probably a fairly reasonable sort of
TheHon. P. HOLL OWAY: I move: contingency device. Yes, it is there, so | assume it has been
After clause 6 insert: added on reflection by Parliamentary Counsel to allow for
Transitional provision _ some other contingency. | will check whether there is any
7. (1) The amendments affected by this act do not apply to §articular contingency envisaged. | am advised there is
child who has, before the commencement of this act, attained the a thing planned, that it is purely a contingency.

of 15 years if— N | . d
(a) the child has ceased to attend or be enrolled at a school; ew clause inserted.

Clause passed.

and Title passed.
(b) the child is— Bill reported with an amendment; committee’s report
(i)  infull-time employment; or adopted.
(i)  enrolled as a full-time student in an approved
course of instruction or training; or TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Agriculture,

(i)  engaged in part-time employment and enrolled Food and Fisheries): | move:
in an approved course of instruction or train-  1hat this bill now be read a third time.

ing.
(2) In this section— . . N TheHon. M.J. ELLIOTT: | will make two observations,
approved course of instruction or training’ means a . . I .
course of instruction or training— the first of which | made earlier in the committee stage. The

(a) provided by a college of technical and further educationf€Sponses that this council was given at the end of the second
pursuant to the Technical and Further Education Actreading stage were inadequate, and the committee stage

1975; or ) ~would not have lasted as long had issues that were raised by

(b) Eccrfd'ted ‘#”d‘arTP"%”. 3 ‘X ihleggi?'catlonal Educationmembers in this place during the second reading stage been

© o&pk?xgqsgsi?ibe(;at;gl?ggufation. ’ answered then. | ask the minister to take that on board. It was

. o a four-paragraph response, when a number of members
I note from the debate in another place that this issue Wagpntributed and raised a number of questions and issues, and
raised there, and my colleague there the Minister for Educane matter deserves to be treated more seriously. This process

tion gave an undertaking that she would address this isSygys been a very tedious one—in this case the government has
between the houses. This amendment is the result. As it {srought it upon itselfi—and | hope it is not repeated.

proposed that the amendments to the act commence from 1 \jembers interjecting:
January 2003, itis necessary to deal with those students who The PRESIDENT: Order!
will reach the age of 15 prior to the commencement of the act  The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting:
and who may have made provision to leave school at the TheHon. M.J. ELLIOTT: Thatis right. This is a debate
completion of this year or prior to completion of this year; in tnat is—
other words, prior to turning 15. The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting:
New clause 7 is proposed to be inserted to deal with this  The PRESIDENT: Order! We do not need a running
issue. This transitional provision provides that the amendcommentary from the Hon. Mr Redford.
ment to the act does not apply to persons if they, priortothe  The Hon. M.J. ELLIOTT: That s the first observation.
commencement of the act, take up full-time employmentThe second observation is in relation to the hbill itself.
enrol as a full-time studentin an approved course of inStrUCProbab|y by March_Apr” next year, we will know whether
tion or training or are in part-time employment along with or not this bill is largely politically motivated and a need to
part-time instruction or training. They will then need to score a point early after the election to say that the govern-
continue in employment or training and |nStrUCt|On until theyment has kept an elect|on promise’ or we may find’ indeed’
turn 16. If their status changes before turning 16, they wilkhat there is genuine commitment, that real programs will be
need to enrol back in a school or seek a specific exemptiogelivered in schools and that the kids who have been asked
under the new exemption provisions contained in section 8%g stay will receive genuine educational value. We will know
The type of training that they can undertake to qualify isthis by next April and, if it is the latter, | will be happy to
that provided by a college of technical and further educatiogongratulate the government.
as per the Technical and Further Education Act 1975 or a
course of instruction accredited under the Vocational TheHon.P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Agriculture,
Education, Employment and Training Act 1994. SuchFood and Fisheries): In relation to the provision of answers
training includes new apprenticeships. | commend that the end of the second reading debate, | do apologise. It was
amendment to the committee. my intention to try to speed up debate because, of course,
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there were a number of members absent yesterday fonoment. We will be judged by the artistic contribution made
circumstances of which we are aware. | was attempting to gdty this community as facilitated by us, our laws and places
the bill into committee and, as there were a number of issue$ike the Governor Hindmarsh.

it was my intention to do so under clause 1. Perhaps with TheHon. T.G. Roberts: It depends on who is doing the
hindsight that was not the wisest course of action, but | thinkudging.

there were special circumstances. | apologise to the council TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: We will notbe here to do it,

for that. However, | thank the council for its support for this and today’s paper makes me more cautious about replying to
bill, because I think it will be an important measure. Whenyour interjections, but | am confident about that one. We
we do come to look at it in 12 months | think the community judged the late 19th century and the early 20th century by the
will see that it has been a very worthwhile change and onékes of C.J. Dennis, Banjo Patterson and Henry Lawson. In
that, of course, has been adopted through most of th#00 years our community will be judged by our musicians,

advanced world. | thank the council for its support. their words and music and their activities and success,
Bill read a third time and passed. whether on the international, national or, just as importantly,
local stage. That is how our children, grandchildren and great
LIQUOR LICENSING (MISCELLANEOQUS) grandchildren will see how we lived and what our values
AMENDMENT BILL were in these days. That is why it is so vitally important that
we create a culture that enables musicians to thrive and
Adjourned debate on second reading. perform.
(Continued from 15 July. Page 496.) | single out for comment Joyce Woody, the Executive

Officer of the Real Estate Institute, who was quite strong in
TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: The opposition supports the her suggestions during the course of the committee that
bill. I thank the government and in particular the Attorney-without a culture of this type it is extremely hard to retain
General (Hon. Michael Atkinson) for expediting the outcomeyoung people in a city such as Adelaide. If they think there
and the recommendations made by the live music advisong no night life, if they think Adelaide is a boring place and
group in the latter half of last year and in endeavouring to gefiot a great place to live in their terms and that it is a retire-
it through this parliament as a matter of some urgency. Thigent village, they will move and we will continue to see an

process was commenced by the former minister for the argxodus of some of our best and brightest to other parts of this
(Hon. Di Laidlaw) and | acknowledge on the record, as | haVQ;ountry and overseas.

on a previous occasion, her commitment and assistance in this | will not go through in detail or at all the 10 recommenda-
matter. Her record in the area of contemporary music hagons made by the committee, except to say—and this was
been second to none, and | look forward to seeing th@cknowledged by all previous contributors—that it is vital for
government’s performance in this area. South Australia to promote and enhance the live music
If I have one offer of praise for the former governmentindustry because it plays a key role in maintaining a vibrant
over the budget handed down last Thursday, it is that | arentertainment and cultural environment and generates
pleased that it retained Music Business Adelaide, at least f@mployment of a significant number of people such as
this year. | look forward to a successful program in thatmusicians, promoters, sound engineers, security firms,
regard, and along with the Hon. Diana Laidlaw we would berecording studios and booking agents.
happy to offer any advice or assistance that they may require There are a range of other matters | could raise. However,
in that respect. It is something the former government started, will make three very brief comments. There are three
and it has been widely applauded not only in this state bujutstanding issues in relation to the recommendations made
also nationally and internationally. by the group. First, there was the establishment of a music
The bill is the same as that agreed by all parties prior tdund to enable young artists and young people to get some
the election. The bill came to this place and some suggesteatbgree of financial support for the activities in which they are
amendments were made, which the then government movéalvolved. | hope the Premier reads this, although | suspect
in another place. They were accepted by the then oppositiahat he probably does not read upper house contributions. A
in another place and, unfortunately, for a range of reasongyrant or donation to a young band of $1 000 or $1 500 makes
which | will not go into now, the bill did not get through. | a huge difference to them, their lives and their ability and
made a lengthy contribution on this matter on 25 October lastapacity to continue producing art that reflects contemporary
year, and | do not propose to go back over the six or sevesociety. | am sure the Premier will find, if he supports the
pages of comment | made in relation to live music on thatontemporary music industry, that he will get more letters and
occasion, except to draw members’ attention to the fact thaicknowledgments of thanks from them than from perhaps
it was a fairly lengthy contribution. some other institutions and organisations that he might see
This whole issue arose as a consequence of issuéisto support.
confronted by the Governor Hindmarsh Hotel, the Austral The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Letters of thanks seem to be
Hotel and the Grace Emily Hotel, where people were buildingmportant to him.
developments near those hotels and, as a consequence of theThe Hon. A.J. REDFORD: The honourable member
legal regime that currently exists and existed at that time, rammterjects. As he has not decimated this area of the budget,
the risk of being unable to provide live music as they had irover the next 12 months he should give very serious consider-
the past. It is important that we all acknowledge that liveation to framing the next budget. The second issue and
music in our culture and in the arts in this state is absolutelyecommendation was to ensure that people who buy houses
vital to the perception, fabric and nature of our society. As lor units in the metropolitan area are made aware of the fact
said in my contribution last year, in 100 years we will not bethat there is a risk or possibility of a live music venue nearby,
judged by the political events of the day, the result ofand the committee made recommendations in that respect.
elections, inflation, budget or employment figures, or all theThe third issue was to ensure that the criminal law was
things that are importantly occupying our minds at theframed so that the police had the capacity to deal with
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misbehaviour and noise that emanated from outside thef live music being performed. This bill picks up one half of
venues, because the committee was of the view that most tife bill which we passed in this chamber late last year but
the complaints that came from neighbours were not about thehich failed to pass in the House of Assembly on the last day
music or noise from the venue but about the patrons oof sitting last year, and consequently when parliament was
friends of patrons out in the car park. There were a couple gfrorogued, the whole thing disappeared entirely. There has
examples of 16 and 17 year olds hanging around in car parkseen a very unfortunate delay in dealing with all this.
making a lot of noise because their friends were in the hotel. The Democrats have been campaigning for 2% years or
They were the cause of the problem and not the band &fo on this issue; that is, the need for legislative reform to
crowd inside the venue itself. rotect live music in this state. It has been a weyedissue

Of course, the other issue that I think this bill helps to dealyith a number of casualties along the way. For instance, the
with is the enormous imposition that the Licensing Court ha%roprietor of the Bridgewater Inn stopped using his premises
from time to time under the current law imposed on licenseegor live music and the Seven Stars Hotel in Angas Street,
at great cost in terms of security guards, causing them t@hich, for many years, was a mecca for live music, has also
make economic decisions not to continue with the provisiostopped. | think that first occupancy rights may have solved
of live music. the problem in these two cases, but this bill is not dealing

I thank the Attorney-General in this respect. | know thatwith that, it is dealing basically with complaints.
he is treating the issue of notice to purchasers and a review | think it could be improved—and my amendments last
of criminal offences regarding people’s behaviour in caear were defeated—for instance, by having the bill retro-
parks seriously. | am grateful to the Attorney-General thatspective to 15 July, the time of the big public rally on the
on my recollection, we have had at least four meetings as Ngeps of Parliament House, which I think served adequate
works through these issues, and | look forward to hisyotice on any developers about what the future held for them.
response. | raise one issue before closing; that is, I have begpyyever, | know that my amendments were defeated in
advised by the licensee of the Governor Hindmarsh that hggyember last year with both Labor and Liberal voting
has been informed— against them, so | know there is not much chance of their

An honourable member interjecting: being taken up this time. So | will simply observe—

TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: On a couple of occasions. | ooy T.G. Cameron: It has never stopped you in the
am sure members will be aware of the fact that a set of un'tﬁast

is being built immediately to the back of the Governor ) . .
Hindmarsh—and | would invite members to have a look. It TheHon. SANDRA KANCK: | am quite keen to get this

is a rather bizarre position and one would question thdegislation passed quickly because, as | say, there has_ bee_n
planning processes in the Charles Sturt council, but that {&" Unnecessary delay and people who are interested in this

their issue. The agents representing the property owners |§§ue—gourg pt(ajOpI(;, people in the live mufSiﬁ ir:dustry—
incorporating into their sales pitch that live music at the Go now that | made that attempt unsuccesstully last year.
is not a concern as this will not be a factor within six months D€SPite the fact that those amendments failed last year, this

I would hope that the agents in saying this are alluding tdlll 1S certainly a very positive step. It is interesting to
the fact that it will be so much fun living near the Gov thatobserve that the problem of live music is one that seems to

people would want to live there and would want to stay th erebe occurring in capital cities all around Australia. In Victoria,

: : P the Age reports that the Chief Executive of the Australian
However, if the proprietor is indicating through the agents > . !
\Wever, | propri 1S Indicating ug g jotels Association, Alan Giles, explained that, for many

that he has some means, method or process by which he wil

close the Gov or cut down the music at the Gov. | feel€ars: the centre of Melbourne essentially has been non-

confident in speaking on behalf of the opposition that we Wi”residential, but people’s moving back into the city to live has

cooperate in any way with the government to ensure that arfy/ €21€d this conflict between the residents who want a quiet
scheme—legal or otherwise—uwill be stopped and, if that!l9Nt in their units and young people wanting to go out and

involves some small element of retrospectivity, | will look "aV€ & good’ time.. )

back to what | have just said and we will say that he was duly Brisbane’Courier Mail reported on 18 May on some of

and properly warned. the problems that city is having, including the fact that a total
The fact is that the Gov was there first and the Gov'ef only four complaints had thrown the live music industry

activities were there first and | think that, on a number ofinto turmoil. That, again, is very similar to what has happened

occasions, all of us have protected their right to continue & South Australia. | think in the Bridgewater Inn case only
do what they do— one person lodged a complaint. Brisbane’s Liquor Licensing

The Hon. G.E. Gago interjecting: Division has been having meetings with Brisbane City

TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: That is another issue. In Council to discuss possible solutions, including the possibili-
closing, | thank the former minister, the Hon. Michael tY of creating an entertainment precinct.
Atkinson and particularly the people who were on the In Sydney, it has been reported that the licensee of a venue
advisory committee and all those who made contributions. ¢alled the Monkey Bar in Balmain has spent hundreds of
also thank all members for their support for this measure ithousands of dollars on soundproofing and still the com-
this place and their agreement earlier tonight to expedite thlaints come in. Sydney’s Leichhardt council (in which the
passage of this bill so that we can have a new law, say, bylonkey Bar is located) says that 70 per cent of the com-
tomorrow or Thursday. plaints they receive are related to the behaviour of the patrons

outside the venue. | think that is very relevant in light of the

TheHon. SANDRA KANCK: It is fitting that we are discussion | have had with Adelaide City councillors, and the
debating this bill during a week in which hotels are celebratHon. Angus Redford made mention of the same information.
ing Pubfest and which has an emphasis on live music. | amAt my most recent meeting with Adelaide City councillors on
told that 189 hotels are involved in this around the state witlihis subject, it became very clear as we discussed the issue
all sorts of activities occurring, but also with a great varietythat they see much of the problem in the Adelaide City
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Council area as being associated with the rowdiness of theave insisted that these amendments be introduced as a
patrons as they leave the venues. separate bill.

Adelaide City Council has recently adopted a slogan | say that because the then attorney-general’s bill was
containing three words—and | am not sure of the order ohighjacked by the Australian Hotels Association, and these
them—'capacity’, ‘audacity’ and ‘vivacity’. Clearly the word important amendments were lost last year because it was
‘capacity’ refers to Adelaide City Council’s stated intentionimpossible to advance the bill as a whole, including this
to increase the number of people living in the city proper byimportant matter, before parliament was prorogued. So it is
not just hundreds but ultimately thousands of extra peoplelow eight months later that we address these matters.
Clearly that willimpact on the live music industry in the city Nevertheless, | am pleased that, with the support of all
and on the vivacity that Adelaide City Council says it wants.members of both houses of parliament, this measure will
We have to find a solution in the longer term to balancing thedvance tonight.
interests of residents and being able to keep our live music | remain concerned, however, about the very slow
industry operating. progress on the whole package of measures. | respect the fact

These problems do not just exist in the city, the Gov, aghat the establishment of the live music fund and the noise
the Hon. Angus Redford has mentioned, is in the Charlesttenuation measures are a budget matter—and they were not
Sturt council area and it is continuing to confront the probleneasy for me to address with my cabinet colleagues but we
of units being built behind it; and, as | mentioned earlier,found, as | indicated, an additional $200 000 for live music
some 12 months ago the Bridgewater Inn gave up having livinitiatives over each of the next four years. All the other
music played at that venue. When urban renewal, urban infilprovisions are administrative matters, and | refer to them
urban consolidation are the flavour of the month and certainl§onight because it concerns me that so little progress has been
seem to be the way of the future, we have to find solutions fomade on this package.
this coexistence. | indicate that the Democrats are very This measure alone, in terms of the amendments to the
pleased to be supporting this bill, even though I do not think.iquor Licensing Act, will not deal with the problems that we
it goes far enough, and also indicate that we are very hapgyave in the wider community in terms of stemming the
to cooperate in expediting the bill through all its stages thigproblem before it arises. The amendments before us deal with
evening. complaints when lodged and not with the problem before it

arises. This was addressed by the package of amendments

TheHon. DIANA LAIDLAW: |, too, support the second recommended by the working party.
reading of this bill. The measure specifically provides for | issued a media statement on 20 October last year
reference to the live music industry to be inserted in théndicating that, in reference to the recommendations on noise
objects of the Liquor Licensing Act, and it also containsguidelines, the government would undertake, through the
various provisions for dealing with complaints relating to Environment Protection Authority, to produce by the end of
noise, as lodged by neighbours. These are important provllanuary 2002 guidelines in a technical bulletin on noise levels
sions. They were recommended, as earlier speakers hasigsociated with licensed entertainment venues to assist
identified, as part of a group of recommendations by glanning authorities and enforcement agencies in establishing
working party that | established. That working party wasreasonable and practical noise reduction measures. It is my
chaired by the Hon. Angus Redford and incorporated a wideecollection that when we left government in late February
variety of people with interests in this area from the livethose measures were almost complete, if not complete, and
music industry to the property council, the real estatgust needed to be advanced through the new minister, the
association, various public servants and the Local GoverrHon. John Hill. So, | will be pressing him for these new
ment Association. It was excellent that there was a unanimouguidelines and technical bulletins on noise levels.
set of recommendations. In terms of the buyer beware campaign, | indicated last

In advancing those recommendations as minister for th®ctober that the government will, through the Department of
arts at the time, | took all the matters to cabinet and, irEnvironment and Heritage, prepare information on the
various forms, they were supported. The one relating to thiocation of licensed venues that will be made available to
establishment of a live music fund was deferred for furthepurchasers of land and future tenants of land, possibly
consideration with the Australian Hotels Association tothrough the internet and, in the meantime, assess whether the
determine what contribution the Hotels Association orLand and Business (Sales and Conveyancing) Regulations
individual members could make to the noise attenuatiorl994 and the Residential Tenancies Act regulations 1995
measures. The then government also made a contribution néed to be amended as part of a buyer beware concept as
$200 000 for this financial year and for each of the next fourecommended by the working party. Again, it is my under-
financial years to support the live music industry throughstanding that that work was well advanced by the time frames
various initiatives. | understand that in the current budget althat | earlier indicated. However, we have heard no more
that funding has been lost. That issue will be exploredrom this government.
through the estimates committees. However, all the other In terms of the recommendation on planning consider-
recommendations were endorsed immediately and timations, | indicated last October that the government would,
frames were set. through Planning SA, update the planning strategy to guide

I have to admit some responsibility in having this bill development plan amendments dealing with mixed use zones
before us at the present time and not having seen it passadd live music issues and that by the end of February 2002
last year. It was my judgment at the time that the importantve would produce a planning bulletin to aid local councils in
measures recommended by the working party as amendmemissessing development applications for both new licensed
to the Liquor Licensing Act could be expedited by addingentertainment venues and all other proposals adjacent to an
amendments to the bill that was already before this place arekisting licensed entertainment venue. Again, it is my
as introduced by the then attorney-general, the Hon. Trevamderstanding that all that work was undertaken when | left
Griffin. In hindsight, that proved to be a mistake and | shouldoffice. However, we have heard no more.
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In terms of local government development plans, | At that rally | highlighted my sentiment—and it is my
indicated last October that, as recommended, councils woukkntiment today—that the interests of live music should
be encouraged to amend their development plans based on firedominate. | say that having lived near the Lion Hotel in
forthcoming planning bulletin and, in doing so, be advised ofts heyday, when it was a great venue for discotheques and
the wisdom of consulting with operators of licensed venuedjve bands. When one moves into a mixed-use area, when one
the live music industry and the Australian Hotels Associatiormoves closer to the city, one cannot expect the silence after
during the statutory consultation process required as part &p.m. or 6 p.m. that one could expect in the outer suburbs or
the preparation of the plan amendment reports. in the Hills. We come to the city and closer suburban areas

In terms of the Building Code recommendation, |for many advantages—to be close to a city and all its
indicated that, as recommended, a minister’s specificatioAmenities. That does come at some cost, because those
would be initiated to incorporate noise attenuation measuredmenities will generate activity and noise.
in certain circumstances and would be prepared as an interim With the present influx of people to the Adelaide City
measure prior to seeking amendment of the Building Codé&ouncil area, this is certainly an issue. It would be devastat-
of Australia. It is my understanding that Planning SA hading, and we must never allow it to happen, that live music

advanced that recommendation, but we have heard no molerests and the interests of young people, and the young at
since the change of government. heart who frequent these venues, were lost.

In terms of patron behaviour, | indicated last October that ! Nighlight that the issue is further than just the licensed
the government would prepare for public consultation arYenues. | have been concerned over time about the inconsis-
amendment to the Summary Offences Act 1953 to address th&NcY in the debate in our community about prevention of
working group’s recommendation that a new offence b&fime and the activities of young people. This has generally
created in circumstances where any person who, witho°Me as complaints from older people, yet they are not
reasonable cause, disturbs another in or adjacent to afy pared to see even Blue Light discos at Glenelg or Holdfast

licensed premises where entertainment is held by wilfully>n0res or surf clubs, because they do not like the noise.

creating an undue noise. Again, nothing has been heard abcﬁ@mewhere there has to be some more rational understanding

this matter since the change of government. in our community that young people—and we were all young

__— . I at one time—may be a bit wild at times, like to be out longer
I indicate my full support for this measure, but | |nd|cateﬂ,iarl older people do and need less sleep at night—although

also that' this measure a_lone will not address thg ISSues thfﬁ"know from experience that it is hard to get my nieces and
face the industry. Itis an important measure but it is certaml;r%

not comprehensive and it does not deal with issues befoI epheiws Léphdu”ﬂg mot:nmgl; hours.PTheze s a different
they arise. It is very important that we do that. The recom- estyle and there has to be tolerance. People in our commun-
mendations of the working party chaired by the Hon. Anguslty. cannot consistently argue that they want to be tougher on
Redford were heralded by the live music industry Australiac"'™Me anddtough_e_r onhyour;?_er people and then r|10t allﬁw
wide as being a blueprint for addressing conflicts betwee enues and activities that will interest younger people so that
ey lose interest in Adelaide as a place to live and work in

residents and the live music industry or hotels within th .
precinct. The Hon. Sandra Kanck mentioned that this %r}ebfggriﬁzng'r\é\{[ﬁg;r;nncitggfgme' andyetwe are in danger
e e e Ao e Wi ave s huge oppotunty o become acentre for e
. ) ~'music in South Australia. This has been undertaken in the
I have often highlighted the case of peri-urban areas in thgast by our sister city, Austin, Texas, in the United States. |
Adelaide Hills where thgre is an influx of new (esidents a”‘fighlight this issue, because | see that the government is
they do not happen to like the fact that there is horticulturggying on an initiative started by the former Liberal govern-
and agriculture carried on; and they do not like practices thghentin educating Adelaide and taking it further, seeing that
may involve the movement of vehicles at night, gas-guns, thge are an intelligent, educated centre, and that necessarily
harvesting of grapes in the evening—a whole range ofeans bringing young people here and bringing them to the
practices that have been long established. The new reader&@_ If that is the case, then we have to understand that young
do not like them. people will want a variety of activities after hours to amuse,
Itis important that there be a ‘buyer beware’ initiative, notentertain and stimulate them. It is not possible to have one
one which holds liability to the government or the real estateyithout the other. If we are at the same time bringing in older
agency but one which puts the onus on the purchasingeople (and | see from the real estate statistics that most of
residents to take responsibility not only for the love of the sitehe people buying accommodation in the city are over 50) we
that they want to invest in but also for the nature of the aregave to work hard to reach understanding and tolerance
that they are investing in. It is not good enough to purchasgetween what are potentially conflicting goals in presenting
and then to complain later. We have seen this with thezdelaide to our population and to the wider world.
Adelaide Airport in the past; we have seen it along railway  Finally, with respect to live music and Adelaide’s
lines; we see it in the Adelaide Hills; and now we find it in potential to be the live music capital of Australia | highlight
relation to live music not only in the city but in the suburbs. that in Austin they have worked exceedingly hard and take
Honourable members have mentioned the issue of thgreat pride in the fact that their licensing laws do not allow
hotel at Bridgewater as well as the Governor Hindmarsh an@4 hour trading as increasingly is applied through the Liquor
the fantastic campaign by patrons—and live music lovergicensing Act for licensed venues in South Australia. | put
generally—to save the Gov from a property developer whamn the record today that it is an issue that | intend to pursue.
wanted—inappropriately | believe—to build three town- With 24 hour trading, what we have seen in South Australia
houses nearby. The application was approved by the Charl@smore recent times is that the principal live music act is put
Sturt council and we saw rallies and a whole range of otheon at 11 o’clock and 12 o’clock at night—much later than has
initiatives, including the establishment of the working party,been the practice in the past. | assume that this is a great
as a result. commercial practice for the hoteliers, because many people
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will be buying drinks up to that time and beyond. | know contested application. The parties may decide whether the
from parents telling me, however, that they are increasinglgommissioner rather than the court hears the matter. Thirdly,
concerned to see that their children are going out for the first sets out a list of matters that the licensing authority should
time on Thursday, Friday and Saturday nights at 10 o’clockake into consideration when making a complaint. It includes,
and later. These are certainly hours that we would not havie addition to relevant considerations, the period of activity
entertained in the past. of the complaint; the reasonableness or unreasonableness of

An honourable member interjecting: the activity; the trading hours and character of the business;

TheHon. DIANA LAIDLAW: If they get home in the desired future character of the area; a stable development
daylight, it is probably encouraging that they are home. | dglan and relevant environmental policies and guidelines.
know that in Austin, Texas, in the United States, thatthereis The matter of saving live music in South Australia is
this extraordinary hub of activity for not only live music but important. Live music in pubs has decreased with the
for local music. That is another issue that should be exploredmergence of poker machines, and now venues that still
by this place as to how do we promote local music, our owrprovide live music, such as the Governor Hindmarsh, are
music, not just live music, let alone disco and cover musicfacing closure. Indeed, James England, a member of SA First,

| think it is particularly important if we are to see live who was elected a youth leader of the Legislative Council for
music thrive—and it may be one of the issues that we neethe 2001 youth parliament, raised these concerns by moving
to address in terms of reaching this accommodation betweenmotion calling on the parliament to give as much support
residents’ interests, the live music industry as a whole and thas possible to live music venues. Not surprisingly, as there
well-being of viability of hoteliers—that we look at this was a bunch of young people at the youth parliament, his
24-hour licensing issue and see whether it is in the interestaotion was passed unanimously and generated significant
of anyone, not only those wishing to promote drinking. Frommedia hits for the youth parliament, including several radio
what | have heard from Austin, | certainly believe that thereinterviews and newspaper articles. It is good to see that
is a great advantage in terms of our youth culture in this statparliament is listening to young people and responding to
and live music as awhole. That ridding ourselves of 24-houtheir concerns. | support the bill.
licences would be a distinct advantage.

Having made those general remarks, | am pleased to see TheHon. A.L. EVANS: | support the bill and I think that
that this bill is being advanced here tonight. | am equally keeigome of the existing restrictions are unfair and will not help
to see that the government advances the package of meastifé® development of the industry. However, | would like to
recommended by the live music industry. This measure alorighare with the council that | feel there is also a need to widen
should not satisfy the government that it has addressed tti@e approach to live music because it is not only hotels in our
issues that confront the live music industry, or addressed thgociety but also other forms of live music that have been
issues that confront our communities in terms of the conflicts¢losed down. For instance, 30 years ago | joined a group of
and, in particular, to avoid the conflicts before they arise. young people and we went up to the Hills and built a youth

camp. That youth camp helped many young people, many

TheHon. T.G. CAMERON: | rise to support the Liquor children, and later it became an adult camp. It also became
Licensing (Miscellaneous) Amendment Bill. My contribution a rehabilitation centre and dozens of young people went
will be reasonably brief. This bill has been dubbed the ‘savéhrough it. Each Christmas and New Year’s Eve we would
live music bill’ by the Attorney-General. A working commit- gather by the thousands in that camp, we would be in the
tee chaired by the Hon. Angus Redford was formed last yeastarlight and have our music out there and sing the hours
to investigate ways of saving live music as a viable industnaway into the new year. About 10 years ago a property
in South Australia. | would just place on the record mydeveloper purchased the land, built a house nearby and shut
observations that the honourable member did a good job dhe whole thing down.
chairing the committee and was instrumental in getting the TheHon. Diana Laidlaw: That was gospel music?
parties together to form what has turned out to be a reason- TheHon. A.L. EVANS: Yes.
able solution. According to the Attorney-General, many of The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: They didn’t even like gospel
the recommendations of the working group not in this billmusic?
will be implemented by the minister as they do not fallunder The Hon. A.L. EVANS: Too noisy. They shut us down,
his portfolio. including our rehabilitation centre and the youth camp, and

The provisions in the bill seek to change the Liquorwe eventually sold the camp site because of the restrictions
Licensing Act for the benefit of licensees who have liveof the law. Another area where we ran into this problem was
music at their venue by amending the objects of the act thathen we were seriously considering building a retirement
refer to live music as one of the vocations associated with theillage next to our church. We realised that our church was
liquor trade, which is as it should be. The effect of this is toa bit different from most churches, with a large congregation,
require the licensing authority, when it decides any matterlectronic music, up tempo music, drums and guitars—all
to take into account the interests of the live music industrythose kind of things—and the noise level was a bit higher
The bill also makes three other significant amendments. Firsthan most. We spoke to the council about the retirement
it requires 14 days between the serving of a notice ofillage and promised that we would have double-glazed
complaint and when the matter proceeds to conciliation owindows, we would seek to make it soundproof, we would
hearing to enable the parties to resolve the matter. Then, tigeit a mound barrier in between, we would have tree barriers
issue can proceed to conciliation or, if the complainanin between, but the council said to us, ‘You can do all that,
requests, and with the approval of the commissioner, can daut if there are any complaints we can shut you down, even
directly to a hearing; a very sensible innovation. though you have been there 20 years and have been operating

Secondly, it provides an alternative to a hearing. If thehat way for 20 years.’ | leave those thoughts with the
parties to a complaint agree to it, the commissioner magouncil. Apart from the hotel industry there are other needs,
decide the matter. This is similar to what happens in as well, and maybe in time they can be looked at, too.
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TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal TheHon. DIANA LAIDLAW: Clause 2 relates to the
Affairs and Reconciliation): | thank members for their commencement, with the bill providing that this act will come
contributions and cooperation in passing this bill through alinto operation on a day to be fixed by proclamation. | note
stages this evening. | thank the Hon. Mr Evans for hisrom the debate in the other place that the Attorney-General
contribution in highlighting that it is not just live music has indicated that the government intends to expedite the
venues and hotels but anywhere that people raise their voicesoclamation of this measure, and | simply wish to encourage
to sing and enjoy themselves that others may see as a readam to do so. At the same time | wish him to be equally
for complaint. | also pay tribute to the Hon. Angus Redforddiligent with the other recommendations of the working party
for the work that he has done to pull together the varioudecause, as | indicated in my second reading contribution,
groups to get the bill in place— this measure alone will not deal with all the issues that face

The Hon. T.G. Cameron interjecting: the‘l'"k\l/e mustic_ir;dus_t”ry. ¢ deal with the broader i that
_ , ey certainly will not deal with the broader issues tha
_ TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: Yes, and | would say thatit e heen raised this evening by the Hon. Andrew Evans, and
is the first time that the honourable member has bee

€€Nalluded to the same issues in terms of surf lifesaving clubs
congratulated so roundly by so many people on any contribls 4 gther venues for young people where there is no liquor
tion that he has made in this council. | also suspect that h,

enjoyed much of the work that he did in visiting a lot of Served but neighbours do not like young people congregating

¢ d test th it dvol ¢ . for whatever reason, even if the purpose is for a Blue Light
venues 1o savour and test the quaiity and volume of muSICpjgeq tjs very important that this government is diligentin

He probably socialised to get a feeling for the venues, anthoking at the noise guidelines and the measures that must be
I commend him for that as well. | guess the best thing | canaken into account by councils in their development plans and
do in summing up is to read a press statement put out by th&eir plan amendment reports to make sure that mixed use
Attorney-General, who also did a lot of leg work and paidzones are sensitive to the existing use of live music before
personal attention to the detail required in pulling this billapproving other residential applications.
together. The press release was put out to indicate that the It is equally important that this government is diligent in
government was moving the bill to make some significanthe buyer beware initiatives and all the other measures
changes to the provisions of the act as it relates to complainisroposed by the live music working party. So | take the
about noise and disturbance associated with licensedttorney-General at his word and thank him for giving an
premises. He went on to say that the changes mean that thelication that this measure will be proclaimed expeditiously.
courts will no longer consider complaints against pubs an@ut | again urge the government to be equally diligent with
other licensed venues providing live music simply on therespect to the other recommendations of the working party
basis of noise. report.

He stated that the amendments mean that the courts will TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: | take note of the comments
have to consider the interests of the live music industry whefade by the honourable member, who has a strong interest
making decisions, and he went on to say that other factors # the bill. I have noted but cannot find the comments made
be considered by the licensing authority when determiningy the Attorney-General in another place.

a complaint include: the period of time over which the TheHon. DianaLaidlaw: | did quote him correctly,
activity complained of has been occurring; the unreasonabléhough. . .
ness or otherwise of the activity; the trading hours and TheHon. T.G.ROBERTS: Yes, and | did read his
character of the business conducted at the licensed premisé§mments. The Attorney-General has an interest to ensure
and the desired future character of the area as provided in affjat no complications are caused by any delays and by the

relevant development plan and relevant environmentabay the Planning Act may be implemented in some places.
policies or guidelines. | think that sums up the Attorney-! believe that he has a vested interest in making sure that the

General’s position. bill goes through all stages in both houses as soon as possible.
In relation to looking after the young, a statement was made

It sums up the government'’s position in the Legislative - . X
Council and again | thank everyone for their contribution. Weby' | think, Noel Coward—although someone will probably

will move into committee and go through all stages of the bill O ECt Me—that youth is wasted on the young. That was
X . 9 gn 9 because he was jealous and of an age similar to our own.
with the cooperation of members opposite. Even though | do Clause passed

E%Qg‘{gn‘;n tﬁg\tnsrﬁ(rer:gg;h\?viﬁ\t’;\(gpiﬁeaesrll?r:al ?o(())mr%ea{nl Remaining clauses (3 to 7), schedule and title passed.
g Y Bill taken through committee without amendment;

difficult questions. Hopefully, we will get the bill through all committee’s report adopted.

staggs this evening. ) Bill read a third time and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In committee. ADJOURNMENT

Clause 1 passed. At 10.55 p.m. the council adjourned until Wednesday 17
Clause 2. July at 2.15 p.m.



