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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL priority focus with Roseworthy becoming a centre for such
research.
Wednesday 17 September 2003 TORRENSRIVER
The PRESIDENT (Hon. R.R. Roberts) took the chair TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal
at2.15 p.m. and read prayers. Affairs and Reconciliation): | lay on the table a copy of a
ministerial statement regarding the River Torrens clean up
LEGISLATIVE REVIEW COMMITTEE made in another place today by the Hon. John Hill MP,
TheHon. J. GAZZOLA: | bring up the first report of the Minister for Environment,
committee.

QUESTIONTIME

Report received and read.
TheHon. J. GAZZOLA: | bring up the second report of

the committee. POLICE MINISTER
STATUTORY AUTHORITIES REVIEW TheHon. R.I. LUCAS (Leader of the Opposition): |
COMMITTEE seek leave to make an explanation before asking the minister

representing the Premier a question on the subject of the
TheHon. R.K. SNEATH: | bring up the report of the former minister for police.

committee for 2002-03. Leave granted. _
Report received and ordered to be published. TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: In May this year, one of the more
noteworthy decisions that was taken as a result of the cabinet
PORT LINCOLN reshuffle, and which has been noteworthy in recent months

through its lack of public debate or discussion, was the

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Agriculture,  decision to remove the former minister for police, the
Food and Fisheries): | lay on the table a copy of a minister- member for Elder, Mr Conlon, from that portfolio. The

ial statement relating to Port Lincoln made in another plac®eputy Premier was made the new minister for police. Back

by the Minister for Education. in May this year, | put a question to the Premier and the
guestion in brief, without going through all the detail, was:
ROSEWORTHY FARM was the Premier provided with any information which led

him to believe that it was not politically tenable for Mr

TheHon. P.HOLLOWAY (Minister for Agriculture,  Conlon to remain as minister for police, and which led the
Food and Fisheries): In response to a number of recent premier to dump him from that portfolio?

questions from the Hon. Caroline Schaefer, which focused on  as | have said, that question was first asked in May and,

rumours concerning the sale of the Roseworthy Farm angince May this year, the Premier has continued to refuse to

campus, | stated that | would obtain more information on theynswer that particular question. Mr President, you would, of

review of the farm by the University of Adelaide. | have coyrse, be aware of other circumstances where events

obtained a statement from the University of Adelaide on théccyrred in November last year, which were only subsequent-

review of Roseworthy Farm Services, which states: ly revealed by the opposition by way of a question in
The University of Adelaide is in the process of reviewing its farm parliament many months later. My questions are:

services operations at its Roseworthy campus. The Roseworthy Farm 1 \wjill the Premier now answer the question first asked
Services team manages Roseworthy Farm, provides educational ,,. . . - . .
services to the University's Faculty of Sciences and manage&! May, that is, was the Premier provided with any informa-

research trials on farm land. The review Term of Reference is télon which led him to believe that it was not politically
‘review the role and structure of Roseworthy Farm to achieve agreetkénable for Mr Conlon to remain as Minister for Police and

educational, research and commercial outcomes’. which led him to remove him from that portfolio?

The review team is chaired by Mr Andrew Polkinghorne, whose - . .
most recent position was General Manager of Roseworthy Farm 2. _If the Premier continues 'Fo_refuse to answer th's.
Services. Submissions have been called for from a wide range &tuestion, does he concede that this is a further example of his

stakeholders, and the date submissions closed was 5 Septemigtwillingness to be true to the commitment he made to be
2003. The review team is due to meet with stakeholders and reviegpen and accountable in government?

the operations over the coming months with a report to the university TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Agriculture

by th dof N ber. . . . - .
yihe (.en O, Oven,] er o ) Food and Fisheries): | will take the question on notice.
My office did receive an invitation to provide a response to

the review, which was forwarded to the agency for consider- CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION
ation. SARDI, through its Chief Scientist, Livestock, who
was a previous Director of Roseworthy, also received an The Hon. R.D. LAWSON: | seek leave to make a brief
invitation to comment, which they provided to the university explanation before asking the Minister for Agriculture, Food
on 1 September 2003. The SARDI response is in two partsind Fisheries a question about the Constitutional Convention.
- General comments from SARDI; and Leave granted.
Personal comments from the SARDI Chief Scientist, TheHon. R.D. LAWSON: In August, the Constitutional
Livestock, based on his intimate past history with theConvention was held in this place. It was conducted by an
Roseworthy Farm. organisation called Issues Deliberation Australia under a
The SARDI response highlighted the significant commit-contract with the government. Preliminary quantitative and
ment the state government has made, in partnership withualitative results of that conference were issued on
other key stakeholders, to develop the Roseworthy campu&5 August. Recently, | received a draft final report from
Livestock and animal science research should be a kegsues Deliberation Australia, which stated that the report



78 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL Wednesday 17 September 2003

would be tabled in October. | was asked to respect thevith it. | will need to take those questions on notice and bring
confidentiality of that final report—which | will do. The same back a response for the honourable member.
report was issued to other members of the steering commit- | think it is interesting that one of the outcomes of the

tee. Constitutional Convention, as | could best understand it, was
An important element in the process of the deliberativehat there was a view from the majority of delegates there—
poll was the independence of the delegates selected and thad certainly a changing view—that, as a result of the
independence of Issues Deliberation Australia, which wagonvention, they had a greater appreciation of the work that
conducting the process. It has come to my attention that, ifvas undertaken by members of parliament, a greater appreci-

late August, the Speaker of the House of Assembly personallytion of the problems and issues that members of parliament
wrote to each of the delegates who attended the conferendgce—

The letter, in part, states: The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting:

Ihe'lr'ﬁ: rzrt&op‘ttlwér;%se:g d(gn?jb?ﬁtewgiocr?slti?ﬁ%rglin%onvention TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: Yes. Indeed, the Hon.
Secretariat. . and 1) will need your help to get a report togetherforAngus Redford has anticipated the response. In my view, the

presentation to parliament. This will be prepared by your grougconstitutional Convention has obviously enabled those
leaders with the help of the CCS. .. delegates to have a greater appreciation of the worth of
2. Please fill in the attached questionnaire and send it baCk_:Eoliticians, and that is a very positive outcome. But | will

me. This is research which | am doing separately from and irj, ; ; ifi ;
addition to the deliberative poll, which is being undertaken by IDA ring back a response in relation to the specific questions.

under Dr Pam Ryan’s control. Your responses to all of the questions .
are ‘confidential’ to me as Speaker Please let me know if you do TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: Sir, | have a supplementary

not wish to participate and do not wish to personally hear from meyuestion. Is the leader aware that, in the same document, the
agamn. ' ' . ' Speaker asked the following question:
The questionnaire contains a series of questions such as: Did you have the chance to get hold of any information from me

Did you see or hear about the two-page advertisement in Fridaysom the CLIC web site?

Advertiser the 8th August 2003, before you came to the receptio .
at the Adélaide TowngHa”? y pHon presume that CLIC is the party of some two or three people

I remind members that that was a two-page advertisemelgf'at the Speaker is head of. Does the leader endorse the

inserted by Peter Lewis personally. In the questionnaire, h
also asked:

peaker's using parliamentary letterhead—parliamentary
resources—in his capacity as Speaker for base party political

purposes under the guise of the Constitutional Convention?

ideaDsK.j you get a CD from my office outlining and explaining my The Hon. P. HOL LOWAY: What | can say is that the

Speaker of the House of Assembly has obviously taken a
reat interest in constitutional reform in this state. He has
ade it quite clear all the way through. As | have just

indicated in answer to the previous question, the Constitution-

Convention was, | think, a very successful event and I, for

My questions are:

1. Did the minister, when he was Attorney-General, or di
the Hon. Michael Atkinson, Attorney-General, authorise
Issues Deliberation Australia to release the names a

addresses of delegates to the recent Constitutional Conveyie “certainly appreciate the effort of those 300 delegates who
tion to any person or organisation? came along to that convention,

2. Does the government endorse the Speaker’s having L
access to the names and addresses of those delegates and highe Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting:

use of that database for the purpose of obtaining information 1heHon. P.HOLL OWAY: The answer to the first part
for ‘research which | am doing separately from and iniS N0, | was notaware of what was in that particular document

addition to the deliberative poll’? and, therefore, it would not be appropriate for me to comment
3. When will the government be introducing its responsé®? it, because | really do not have the information that would
to the Constitutional Convention? be necessary to enable me to form a judgment.

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Agriculture, .
Food and Fisheries): The Constitutional Convention was, | heHon. A.J. REDFORD: Sir, I have a further supple-
I think, a very successful event. | commented at the time hoA"€ntary question. Will the information that is gathered by the
pleased | was with the great interest that was shown by thosgP€aker pursuant to this questionnaire be made available
delegates who turned up and made an effort to put their mind&-Plicly or, at the very minimum, to the steering committee?
to some of the important constitutional issues of the day. TheHon. P.HOLLOWAY: | will refer that question to
With respect to the outcome of the Constitutional Conventhe Attorney; because | have not been aware of this material
tion, of course, as the deputy leader has pointed out, we stillis really very difficult for me to answer it. The Attorney has
await the final report from the steering committee. As |responsibility for that matter and | will pass that question on
understand it (and | am not a member of the committee), ito him.
was due by the end of—

The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting: TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: As a further supplementary

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: All right. | believe that a guestion: will the government outline the total cost of the
report was supposed to be due by the end of September; | @@nvention and, in particular, having regard to the suggestion
remember that much. | will take those questions on noticeat the Constitutional Convention that the panel of experts was
Obviously, the Attorney-General now has the responsibilitypaid, will the government advise this place whether or not
as far as the government is concerned, in relation to thany member of the panel of experts was paid for the extra-
Constitutional Convention. If there was any authorisation irerdinary service they provided to the people of South
relation to exactly what Issues Deliberation Australia wadAustralia through this process?
allowed to do, | think it was part of any contract, or arrange- TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: | will get an answer to that
ments that were made certainly before | had anything to dquestion from the Attorney-General.
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TheHon. J.F. STEFANI: As a further supplementary alandcare award for an aquaculture culture project they have
question: will the minister advise the council whether anybeen conducting. Will the minister explain to the council the
moneys were used to fund the convention from the Parliadetails of the work for which the award was received?
ment House budgets and, if so, what were the amounts?  TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Agriculture,

TheHon. P. HOLL OWAY: My understanding was that Food and Fisheries): | thank the honourable member for her
this was a separate budget, and | think my colleague thienportant question. | have been very impressed by this
Attorney-General has made statements on this matter. Thepeoject and would like to congratulate the South Australian
is certainly nothing secret about the amount of money that heResearch and Development Institute’s Aquatic Sciences and
been spent in relation to the Constitutional Convention. | havéhe Coorong District Council, who have won the 2003 Telstra
already indicated to the Hon. Mr Redford that | would get anCountry Wide Landcare Research Award. This award was
answer on that. Some information has already been maggesented to them for their project at the Cooke Plains Inland
available by my colleague. | guess that might have beeSaline Aquaculture Research Centre. The project has been
preliminary information, so | will try to get an accurate, up- investigating ways saline ground water can be used for
to-date figure for the Hon. Angus Redford and, if there is anyaquaculture production in areas affected by dry land salinity.
further information relevant to the question asked by This is certainly very important and topical work. The
the Hon. Julian Stefani, | will get that. It is certainly my integrated aquaculture operation uses ground water taken
understanding that the Constitutional Convention wasrom the shallow, saline watertable to produce saleable crops
provided with a specific line. Given that it is the responsibili-of fish, brine shrimp, oysters and seaweeds. All water
ty of the Attorney, | will check that with him. discharged is evaporated on site in a 1% hectare pond system

to produce salt which can be removed. The removal of

TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: As afurther supplementary ground water also lowers the watertable and reduces the local
question: will the government rule out that, if people ineffects of dryland salinity, ultimately allowing the surround-
receipt of these questionnaires do not acknowledge the sanify land to be used again for agriculture.
forthwith, the Speaker will refuse to acknowledge them for "¢ project has been funded by the National Heritage
the rest of their natural lives? Trust, the National Action Plan for Salinity and the Depart-

ThePRESIDENT: | think that was an attempt at humour. ment of Water, Land and Biodiversity Conservation’s Centre

for Natural Resource Management. South Australian
DANGGALI CONSERVATION PARK Research and Development Institute research scientists Tim

TheHon. J.SL. DAWKINS: | seek leave to make a brief Flowers and Wayne Hutchinson have carried out ongoing

explanation before asking the Minister for Correctionalreseamh’ and | would like to commend them for their

Services a question about a prisoner incident at Dan aeﬁxcellent Wo_rk. .
Conservatiocr]1 Park. P 99 Further trials have commenced at Cooke Plains to assess

Leave granted the potential use for 30 million litres of saline ground water
TheHon.J.S.L.. DAWKINS: On 29 May this year | P€r day from the Stockyard Plains Disposal Basin at

asked the minister a question about the stand-off between fiyaikerie. Intercepted ground water, with a temperature of
prisoners from the Port Augusta Prison and two guards at t -24° centigrade, flows to Stockyarq Pllalns IZ_)lg;posaI Basin
Danggali Conservation Park north of Renmark some 12 days°m the Woolpunda, Qualco and Waikerie Salinity Intercep-
earlier. The minister indicated that he had not received 40" Schemes. This trial will look at establishing regional
report on the incident from his department. However, he didnland aquaculture industries which utilise this resource.
say that he would seek a report and provide it to me. The
minister also said:

I will ascertain what caused this incident and whether any  TheHon. IAN GILFILLAN: | seek leave to make a brief

prevention programs can be put in place. Sometimes the prisoner: - . S - :
who are chosen may not be suited to these outside activities. | Wiﬁé%(planatlon before asking the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs

have a look at the selection criteria for prisoners and bring back and Reconciliation, representing the Minister for Administra-

OPEN SOURCE SOFTWARE

reply for the honourable member. tive Services, a question about open source software.
When will the minister provide the promised report related Leave granted.
to this incident that occurred four months ago? TheHon. AN GILFILLAN: On Tuesday 15 July, |

TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Correctional  asked the Minister for Administrative Services a question
Services): | apologise to the honourable member; | did makeabout open source software. He has not yet provided an
that promise publicly and to the parliament to bring back eanswer. To continue with the subject, | referred in that
report. | will have to take that question and make the samguestion to a comment which the minister had made in a
promise, but | will make sure that that is provided within theletter to the initiative for software choice. | quote from that

next seven days. letter dated 2 July 2003:
Our research to date shows that generally, open source software
TELSTRA LANDCARE AWARD is not seen by the marketplace to be suitable for fundamental

business functions. Research also suggests that many of the emerging
TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: | seek leave to make a applications cannot yet satisfy the needs of the more expert office
brief explanation before asking the Minister for Agriculture, Product users.
Food and Fisheries a question about the 2003 Telstra Countiihis quote received a considerable amount of attention in the

Wide Landcare Research Award. information technology community around the world and, |
Leave granted. suspect, some speculation on the quality of the research.
TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: | understand that the | refer the minister’s attention to a recent article in the IT

South Australian Research Development Institute, irsection ofThe Australiarof 2 September 2003. The article,
conjunction with the Coorong District Council, recently won headed ‘Telstra goes open-source’, states:
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Telstra, Australia’s largest technology company has nailed itcompetition for the coming 2003-04 season, a new team
colours firmly to the mast of open source software, creating &alled Adelaide United has announced its intention to field

potential nightmare for Microsoft and sending shivers through ; ;
range of traditional platform providers. Under Project Firefly, Telstrs:?a team and to play its NSL home matches at the Hindmarsh

switched on a desktop trial in March using two flavours of Linux angStadium. During its dealings with the Adelaide City Force
a Cotrox-based Windows system, aimed at shifting up to 85 per cergoccer Club, the state Labor government was most reluctant

of its computing desktops to thin-client technology. to make any concessions in relation to the fees payable for the
The key piece of information for any government managetise of the Hindmarsh stadium and demanded a flat hire fee
is contained in the next paragraph: of $8 000, plus GST, for every home match played there. My

The telecoms giant which spends $1.5 billion each year offluestionsare: . , i
information technology aims to slice this cost in half within 3years. 1. Will the minister adylse the council of the_ hire fee
Therefore, Telstra is aiming to save $750 million per year b)paya_lble?by Adelaide United for the use of Hindmarsh
using open source software. Given Minister Weatheril'sStadium . , _ _
statement that open source software is not seen by the 2. Will the minister advise the cpuncﬂ of the details of
marketplace to be suitable for fundamental business functior@dly Other assistance or concessions made by the state
and given Telstra’s announcement, which seems to Suggeg;({;ver_nment to Adela_ude United in connection with the use of
that the opposite is true, | ask the minister: the Hindmarsh stadium? . »

1. Will he write to Telstra to explain the error of its ways? _1heHon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal

2. Will he table the current research which he relied uporf*fféirs and Reconciliation): | will refer those questions to
when drafting his letter for the initiative for software choice the Minister for Recreation, Sport and Racing and bring back
and indicate what ongoing, if any, research this governmerd "€P!Y-
has currently in hand?

The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal VICTIMSOF CRIME

Affairsand Reconciliation): | will refer those questions to TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: | seek leave to make an

the minister in another place and bring back a reply. explanation before asking the Leader of the Government in
MEN’S SUPPORT SERVICES theL(;g\ljgc;Ir:n?ggstlon about victims of crime.

TheHon. A.L. EVANS: | seek leave to make a brief  TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: After very many months, the
explanation before asking the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs JUrY in the bodies in the barrels trial found both Bunting and
and Reconciliation, representing the Minister for Socialvagner guilty of in excess of nine counts of murder. |

Justice, a question about funding and resources for men afderstand that, according to a newspaper article, the charges
fathers. against a third accused, Mr Haydon, will be heard in February

Leave granted. and March next year. On Wednesday, 17 September, the

TheHon. A.L. EVANS: On 21 November 2002, | asked following was reported iThe Advertiser
a question concerning the level of funding and resources Asked about calls to pay jurors more, Mr Atkinson said the
provided through the minister's department to support meﬁlllowan(_:elhad been doubled to $200 a day, because Snowtown was
and/or fathers experiencing family trauma. The minister” "9 t_na. i o _
advised that no clearly defined moneys were allocated thIr Atkinson went on to be quoted in the article in relation to
support men or fathers experiencing family crises. Howevethe experience of the jurors, equating them with victims, as
the minister provided details of where funding had beerfollows:
allocated in relation to men’s services generally, including They showed great patience and fortitude to get through what
$170 000 allocated to the Department of Human Serviceg¥as harrowing evidence. He said psychological counselling would
health budget and $4 700 to fund men'’s information anoaISO be made available to them.

support services. My questions to the minister are: It has now come to my attention that the victims—in other
1. Will she advise how much of the DHS men'’s healthwords, the family members and other relatives associated
budget has been spent? with the murder victims—have not been all that well

that have been funded under the budget, including the mon&@Se. As | understand it, the present procedure of the Crown
Spent to date under each program? If not, Why not? O|ICItOI"S Oﬁ'ce Isto delay payments Of Compensatlon Unt”.
TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal  the conclusion of the police prosecution. In many cases, this
Affairs and Reconciliation): | will refer those important IS €ssential to ensure the cooperation of the victims and to
questions to the minister in another place and bring back §nsure that an offence has been made out. In other matters,
reply. however, it can cause considerable hardship.
In the case of the Snowtown murders, the crown has not
HINDMARSH SOCCER STADIUM made payments of compensation, as it awaited the outcome
of the trial. However, as it appears there may be a separate
TheHon. J.F. STEFANI: | seek leave to make a brief trial for a further offender next year, it is of concern that the
explanation before asking the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs victims in this case will not be able to avail themselves of
and Reconciliation, representing the Minister for Recreationvictims of crime payments for many more months, particular-
Sport and Racing, a question about the playing fees to blg in relation to offences which are now several years old.
charged by the government for the use of the Hindmarsh Finally, | have been approached by Mr Matthew Mitchell
stadium. and Mr Jamison, who both act for a number of the victims in
Leave granted. this case in this regard. In the light of that, my questions are:
TheHon. J.F. STEFANI: Following the announcement first, will the Attorney direct the Crown Solicitor’s officers
by Adelaide City Force not to field a team in the NSL to proceed with reasonable haste to deal with the claims by
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the victims of these quite heinous crimes; and, secondly, wilin non-answers over where, when and how much it will cost.

the Attorney ensure that he exercises any jurisdiction that hiely questions are:

might have in favour of these tragic victims in this particular 1. Was the information about the proposal for a supported

case? accommodation service for the inner-city and eastern
The PRESIDENT: Before the minister answers the metropolitan region tabled in parliament on 7 July correct?

question, | am convinced of the concern of the questioner for 2. If the information is not correct, will the minister name

some of the victims, but he expressed a lot of opinion whetthe source of her advice and explain how incorrect informa-

asking his question. | ask him in future, despite his concertion came to be tabled in parliament?

and obvious interest in the matter, to refrain from expressing 3. If the information is not correct, will the minister

an opinion when framing his questions. explain how the housing needs of people with a mental iliness
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Agriculture,  will be appropriately met in the eastern metropolitan and

Food and Fisheries): | am sure we all share the honourableinner-city areas?

member’s concerns for the families of these victims. | will 4. If the information is correct, will the minister provide

pass on the question to the Attorney-General and bring badketails relating to the development, location, time frames and

areply. cost of new mental health accommodation services for the
inner-city and eastern metropolitan region?
PRISONERS, SEXUAL OFFENDERS PROGRAM TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal

Affairs and Reconciliation): | will refer those important

TheHon. J. GAZZOLA: | seek leave to make a brief gyestions to the minister in another place and bring back a
explanation before asking the Minister for Correctionalygply,

Services a question about sex offenders’ rehabilitation.

Leave granted. GAMBLERS REHABILITATION

TheHon. J. GAZZOLA: | was interested to hear the
minister talk about the introduction of a prisoner sex offender The Hon. NICK XENOPHON: | seek leave to make a
rehabilitation program in response to a question askebrief explanation before asking the Minister for Aboriginal
yesterday. | understand that for some time South Australidffairs and Reconciliation, representing the Minister for
has been the only mainland state not to have such a progra®@ocial Justice, questions in relation to the Gamblers’
Will the minister outline what comprehensive prison basedRehabilitation Fund and the Breakeven Services network.
sex offender rehabilitation programs the former Liberal Leave granted.
government put in place? TheHon. NICK XENOPHON: On 15 June this year, an

TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minigter for Correctional ~ extensive advertising campaign for the Breakeven Services
Services): | have to report to the council that there were nonetwork of gambling counsellors was commenced. It included
programs in place when we came into government. In facflV, radio and press advertisements to encourage people with
less than that: there was diddly-squat. We had a very cold gambling problem to seek assistance. The campaign mirrors

start. a campaign in Victoria and, in fact, Victorian advertisements
TheHon. R.l. Lucas. Shame! have been used and modified for South Australian purposes,
The PRESIDENT: Order! particularly in relation to TV and radio advertisements. The
government has worked with the Victorian government in
SUPPORTED ACCOMMODATION relation to this campaign.

The Victorian campaign resulted in, as | understand it, an
TheHon. KATE REYNOLDS: | seek leave to make a increase of some 100 per cent in the number of individuals
brief explanation before asking the Minister for Social Justic&eeking assistance from the equivalent of the Breakeven
a question about my previous question about proposals fefetwork in Victoria. Information | have received from
supported accommodation services for people with a mentabunsellors recently indicates that here, too, there has been
iliness. a significant increase in the demand for services but a lack of
Leave granted. commensurate increase in resources for gambling counsel-
TheHon. KATE REYNOLDS: On 16 May | asked a lors.
question of the minister regarding housing support for people One counsellor | talked to earlier today told me that there
with a mental illness. The minister's answer included thewvas enormous pressure on the agency where he worked. He
statement: said that there was something like a 100 per centincrease in
The Eastern Community Mental Health Service is developing &lemand for services and that the agency was having trouble
proposal for a supported accommodation service which will providecoping, and that it was, of course, affecting not only issues
support to the inner-city and eastern metropolitan region. of service delivery but also placing enormous pressure on the
Messenger newspapers, which have been highlighting thetaff of that service. My questions are:
issue of the supported housing crisis in South Australia, 1. Willthe minister advise, as soon as possible, what the
placed numerous calls to the Eastern Community Mentahcrease in calls and demand for services to the Breakeven
Health Service and the Royal Adelaide Hospital. Neithemetwork has been since the introduction of the media
could provide any detail of the proposal and apparently knewwampaign of 15 June?
nothing about it. 2. Was the government aware of the increase in demand
The journalist then contacted the minister’s office onfor gamblers’ rehabilitation services in Victoria as a result of
numerous occasions but has not been given any answerstte campaign which this government has emulated, and did
her request for more information. The lead article in lasthe government make any contingency plans for the increased
week’s edition ofThe Eastern Couriecarried the headline demand in services that was anticipated as a result of the
‘Mental health mystery’ and stated that the new mental healtbampaign in South Australia, again mirroring the Victorian
accommodation promised by the government was shroudezampaign?



82 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL Wednesday 17 September 2003

3. Was the minister aware of concerns of gambling 1urge everyone to make a submission and to write to the Prime

counsellors, prior to the introduction of the South AustralianMinister and make your opposition clear. Tell John Howard—Don't
; e ; ; ; ump on SA.

campaign, that they would have difficulty in coping with
increased demand without additional resources, and was th&ecently, | read an interview with Dr Haydon Manning. The
communicated to her in any way? article was entitled ‘Rann and Labor yet to make a mark’,

4. Will the government undertake to immediately increaseéand, in part, it stated that the Rremier and cabirjet are
funding for the Breakeven network that is commensurate witlshamelessly pursuing their populist campaign against the

any increase in demand for services? federal government's plan for a nuclear dump. The article
TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal ~ wenton to say:
Affairs and Reconciliation): | will refer those serial To impartial observers outside the state, it would seem ironic that
guestions to the Minister for Gambling in another place andiext door to the proposed site is the largest uranium mine in the
bring back a reply. country.
During the election campaign, some of the core election
HOSPITALS, ADVERSE EVENT REPORTING promises were to cut government waste and to redirect funds

_ _ to where they are most needed. My questions are:
TheHon. JM.A. LENSINK: | seek leave to make abrief 1 \wjj| the Premier confirm the cost of this advertise-

explanation before asking the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs ant?

and Reconciliation, representing the Minister for Health, a5 \ysii he assure the council that this is yet another
guestion regarding adverse event reporting in hospitals. breach of an election promise by his government?

Leave granted. L :
o . TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Agriculture,
TheHon. JM.A. LENSINK: Itis estimated that some gq,4 and Figheries): | think it is absolutely extraordinary
16.6 per cent of hospital admissions result in an adverse eve&tat the honourable member should raise questions about

and that 60 per cent of errors could have been prevente, ey heing spent in relation to the nuclear dump, when the
Costs associated with such errors are estimated at $4.5 b||||c’_|n0

nationally. | understand that a strategy that can assist with th
particular problem is the Australian incident monitoring
system (AIMS) that has been developed but that, within tha

system, o.nly elght- sentinel adverse events’ will be recorded. The PRESIDENT: Order! There is too much waste in the
My questions are: council

1. What other risk management and benchmarking ) - .
measures does the government have in place to improye | "€ Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: As the Minister for Agricul-
hospital systems? ure, Food and Fisheries, | am greatly concerned about the

2. How much capital and recurrent funding has the Soutl{l'Pact of the dump. One of the most important factors this
Aust.ralian government allocated to AIMS? state has going for it, in terms of its state food plan, is the fact

- . that this state is recognised as a clean and green environment
s sgtér|n_|’(>)W many hospitals have so farimplemented the nevl‘{: which to grow food—and | compliment the previous
y4 O'f those hospitals that have not vet imolemented th overnment for beginning that food plan. But what is the
) P e noty P oint of having a food plan that is based very heavily on the
system, how many are at the training stage and how mal

remain at the initial implementation stage? ean, green nature of our environmer_lt and the fact that we
’ .._have the capacity to produce food, which is sought through-
%ut the world, when at the same time we are sending the
message that this is the site in the country for all the nation’s
Yvaste? Itis one thing to be storing and dealing with our own
aVaste, but to be storing it for the rest of the nation is not the

message to send to the rest of the world. In my view, in

7. What action is the Health Commission taking t0 €nsurgg|4tion to the portfolio | hold, it is quite contrary to the best
adverse event reporting by hospitals in South Australia? ,ierests of the state.

8. Since AIMS is a voluntary system, will the government The Hon. A.J. Redford: Where would you put it?
instigate other regulatory requirements, making its use The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY' The whole point is thét each
compulsory, to ensure the safety of patients and improveg,[a,[e should b'e responsible'for its own waste
quality of health care across the state? The Hon. AJ. Redford interiecting: '

TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal The PRESI DENT: Order! Jecting:

Affairsand Reconciliation): | will refer those questions to . .
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: In relation to this matter, |

the Minister for Health and bring back a reply. can only endorse the calls the Premier has made and hope that
all South Australians will take up his call to write to members
NUCLEAR WASTE STORAGE FACILITY of the federal government to seek to change their mind. Itis
a tragedy that the Liberal Party in this state is complicit in the
TheHon. D.W. RIDGWAY: | seek leave to make a brief matter—just as it was with other issues, including the health
explanation before asking the Minister for Agriculture, Foodagreement. The federal government was giving us a dodgy
and Fisheries, representing the Premier, a question abodéal that was $75 million less over five years than we would
government advertising. have got if the previous health agreement had been rolled
Leave granted. over, yet when the Liberal spokesperson, the Hon. Dean
TheHon. D.W. RIDGWAY: In this morning’sAdver-  Brown, the former minister who five years before criticised
tiser newspaper there was a full-page advertisement on thie original deal—
nuclear waste repository in South Australia. The article states: An honourable member interjecting:

ward federal Liberal government has spent massive
Bmounts of money to try to get spin doctors to sell the
roposal.

Members interjecting:

operational and data being reported in all South Australi
hospitals?
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TheHon. P.HOLLOWAY: | will tell you what is TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: Mike Rann certainly was a
relevant. Every time John Howard says something, this lominister in the South Australian government in 1991. What
rolls over completely, even when itis clearly against the besthe commonwealth government was doing at that time | could
interests of South Australia. The Rann Labor government wilhot confirm. But he certainly was a minister of the govern-
stand up for South Australia, even if the opposition will not. ment back in 1991; that is scarcely a surprise. In relation to

TheHon. R.K. Sneath: Whingeing, whining opposition. what the commonwealth was doing at that time, | am not in

The PRESIDENT: Order! There is too much interjection any position to confirm or deny anything.
today. It would be far more profitable if the answers remained

relevant to the questions. We all have a responsibility not to TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: Sir, | have a supplementary
debate questions and answers. guestion. When will the government release the long awaited

EPA report and audit, which was first promised in December

TheHon. D.W. RIDGWAY: Sir, | have a supplementary last year, then in February this year, then in April, then in
question. An inquiry this morning he Advertiserevealed  May, then in July and then in August?
to me that mid week full page advertisements cost $8 397.62. TheHon. P.HOLLOWAY: | noted some comments the
Will the minister confirm that spending $8 397.62 is aother day from my colleague the Minister for Environment
sensible use of government funds? and Conservation that he believed that the report would be

The PRESIDENT: Order! The honourable member has completed fairly soon. He has responsibility for that. I will
been here long enough to know that there is no explanatio€t & answer from the minister and bring back a response.
with a question. The only question is: is it a sensible use oft 1S his responsibility.

>
government money: TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: As a further supplementary

dTthHon. Pt HOLLOhW'SAY:thIfA af ? restullt( 0.{ the uestion: is the minister aware that this report has been
advertisement, enough Sou ustrailans take It up anlaompleted and was completed some time ago?

shame the federal government into changing its mind, it wil The Hon. P. HOL L OWAY: | will find out that informa-

be well worth it for South Australia. tion. I am not the minister responsible for that report. | know
TheHon. J.F. STEFANI: Mr President, | have a my colleague made a statement the other day, but | am not

supplementary question. Will the Leader of the Governmenio' ¢ whether he said the report had been completed and

in this chamber confirm or deny that it was the Keating Labo}'.vOUId be released shortly. Either way, | will get the informa-

: tion from him. Let me say that at least this government is
government which transported 10 000 drums of nuclea ttempting to get some definition about what waste is held

i i ? L . .
waste, which are presently located in Woomera Second%lthm this state. Is that not appropriate? Is that not what the

will the mlnlster adws_e the council— people of this state would reasonably expect the government
Members interjecting: to do?

The PRESIDENT: Order! The Hon. Mr Stefani hasthe  \jempers interjecting:

call. TheHon. P.HOLLOWAY: The previous government
TheHon. J.F. STEFANI: —what the Rann Labor had noidea. I think it is an appalling state of affairs that when
government proposes— it came to office the government had little or no idea exactly
Members interjecting: what was held around the place. The reason why the EPA has
ThePRESIDENT: Order! The Hon. Mr Stefani has been been asked to undertake this task is so that we can deal with
granted audience to ask a supplementary question. There ahe problem of nuclear waste and get some definition of the
too many interjections. | cannot hear him, and | am sure thagcale of the problem. It is entirely appropriate. | understand
the minister cannot either. | ask all members to restrainhat there are about 270 sites. | am not surprised that it has
themselves and allow the Hon. Mr Stefani to put his questiorntaken a fair bit of time. | am sure that the radiation control
TheHon. J.F. STEFANI: Thank you for your protection, branch—
Mr President. Will the Rann Labor government advise this Members interjecting:
council and the public of South Australia where it proposes The PRESIDENT: Order!
to transport the existing waste in Woomera, in relationto its TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: | am sure the radiation
commitment to free South Australia from any nuclear wasteprotection—
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: | am not quite sure that the Members interjecting:
latter part of the question corresponds with my understanding The PRESIDENT: Order! | am very disappointed today.
of the commitment that the government has made. | think it am offering protection to those asking questions, including
is a well-known fact that the commonwealth government othe Hon. Mr Redford, and | find it disappointing that, having
the day (which was the Keating government) did transfehad the protection to ask a question, some members continue
some waste to Woomera for temporary storage, pending tHe interject when the minister is answering. It invites firm
decision on a national repository. The guestion with whichaction and will receive firm action if members do not honour
we are faced, and for which the Premier is seeking théheir commitment to maintain the dignity of the council.
support of the people of South Australia, is whether forever- TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: | will complete the answer
more all low level waste should be deposited in this stateto the question by making the point that there were a
From my point of view, that answer should be no. significant number of sites around the state. The radiation
protection and control branch of the EPA has a number of
TheHon. J.F. STEFANI: Sir, | have a further supple- tasks. | am well aware of that, because through the mineral
mentary question. Will the Leader of the Governmentpetroleum and energy division of my department my agency
confirm or deny that the Premier (Hon. Mike Rann) was as involved with the radiation and control branch in relation
minister in the Labor government in 1991, when the ongoindo the operation of Roxby Downs and Beverley and other
desk studies to locate a national repository were continuingMatters. | am aware that that department has a significant
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role, and in looking at the 270-odd sites it certainly does nothe Primary Industries Standing Committee met, when issues
surprise me that it has taken some time to compile all thatvere discussed by the heads of departments. On Friday, when
information. Again | make the point that it is a pity that there parliament rises, | will have a briefing in relation to those
was not some proper accounting of that in the past. matters.
It is important that this state continues to play a key role

TheHon. J.F. STEFANI: As a further supplementary in the management of OJD. As | said, we hope that other
question: will the minister confirm or deny that the Keatingstates will learn from our experience and follow South
federal Labor government transported 10 000 drums ofustralia’s lead in the management of this disease, so that we
nuclear waste against the will and the wishes of the people @an avoid some of the problems that New South Wales, in
South Australia and the then Liberal government in 1995particular, is facing, and where there is enormous community
when the then premier, Mr Brown, wrote to the Primeconcern about what is happening in that state. We have been
Minister asking him not to proceed with the decision tofortunate to avoid that, and that is a tribute to the good
transport the material to Woomera? management that the animal health people in the Department

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: | do not really think thatis  of Primary Industries and Resources have played. However,
amatter to answer. Itis a rhetorical question. | cannot answa relation to the policy, obviously we will have to work with
about what the commonwealth government of the day did, buhe other states to get the best outcome, as we have done in
if a Labor commonwealth government does something it doeelation to national livestock identification and other issues
not necessarily mean that this government will endorse it. Ifn relation to animal health.
itis necessary for us to stand up for South Australia, we will
do so. PARLIAMENT HOUSE, ENERGY AUDIT

OVINE JOHNE'S DISEASE The Hon. SANDRA KANCK: | seek leave to make an
explanation before asking you, Mr President, a question about
TheHon. T.J. STEPHENS: | seek leave to make a brief the need for an energy audit of Parliament House.
explanation before asking the Minister for Agriculture, Food Leave granted.
and Fisheries a question about ovine Johne’s disease. TheHon. SANDRA KANCK: It is fairly obvious to
Leave granted. anyone who walks around this place in the evening, or at a
TheHon. T.J. STEPHENS: On page 5 of the national time when most members are not here, when parliament is
framework for the future management of OJD in Australia itnot in session, that lights remain on in rooms for many hours
is written that various parties, including state agriculturalat a time without people in them, and there appear to be no
departments, will meet in September 2003 to agree on movement detectors to ensure that the lights switch off. For
preferred option for the national management of OJD. Threexample, when one is driving past at 11 o’clock at night and
distinct options are identified in the discussion paper for thall the doors are locked, one will see committee room lights
management of OJD. Industry representatives have indicateth. Going past some of the toilets, where lights are linked to
to my colleagues that it is imperative that this governmenexhaust fans, one will hear exhaust fans continuing to run,
enter into an agreement for OJD management that has tliespite the fact that no-one is in the toilets. | am concerned
interests of South Australian sheep producers at heart andtisat parliament is wasting a lot of energy. It should be setting
not led blindly by its eastern state counterparts. My questionan example to the community. It is possible to hire people to
to the minister are: conduct audits of energy use to make recommendations about
1. Given that a representative of his department idow this can be reduced. My questions are:
meeting this month to formulate a national OJD management 1. What is the annual energy use of Parliament House?
plan, can the minister inform the council what future policy 2. What are those figures for each of the past five years?
the Rann government is intending to implement for the 3. Will you, sir, in consultation with your counterpart in

management of 0JD? the other place, seek to have an energy audit prepared for
2. When will he inform sheep producers of his proposedarliament House?
policy? The PRESIDENT: | am not sure of the figure in respect

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Agriculture,  of power consumption. | will take advice as to whether that
Food and Fisheries): The honourable member asked thisfigure is available. | can report to the council that over a
guestion the other day, and | gave some background on threimber of years, since the renovations, an audit was taken.
development of OJD policy. Of course, it is important thatLower wattage lighting has been installed. The lights are
this state have agreement with other states and, given that wevitched off by the caretakers on a regular basis at particular
have about 10 per cent of the nation’s sheep flocks, obviouslymes in the night. That has presented us with another
our role will be important. Indeed, | think we have beenproblem, because members using the building have com-
punching above our weight, due largely to the prominent rolglained about walking around in darkened corridors, and it
the chief veterinary officer of this state, Dr Robin is something of an occupational health and safety issue with
Vandegraaff, and his staff have played in relation to thevhich we have had to grapple. | can report that the air-
development of OJD policy. conditioning switches off automatically these days at 5.30

I make the point again that this state has really led thend that there is an ongoing audit. There has been a number
nation in relation to the treatment of Johne’s disease, both iaf issues, including a change to the wattage of globes, etc.
terms of OJD and BJD. We have been trying very hard to get However, at the end of the day, these matters are not
the Victorians to follow this state’s practices in relation tonecessarily an issue for me and the Speaker but are the
BJD. Because Victoria is the centre of the dairy industry, ifprovince of the Joint Parliamentary Services Committee,
is important that its policies are compatible with thosewhich controls the operation of these buildings. | will draw
operating in this state. In relation to those policies, | am welthe matters that the honourable member raises legitimately
aware of these matters being developed. A week or so agtp the committee, and it will make the appropriate decisions
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at the appropriate time. In respect of actual figures, | do not
think they are available. | will make further inquiries in MATTERS OF INTEREST

respect of those matters.

TheHon. D.W. RIDGWAY: | have a supplementary WOMEN'SCLOTHES

question. Will the President inquire as to whether there are  The Hon. CARMEL ZOLLO: The correct or standard
any plans to harness the hot air that rises from the governszing of women's clothing has been a frustrating and time

ments side of the chamber? consuming exercise for virtually a whole generation of
women. It is not uncommon to find clothing label sizes that
REGIONAL FACILITATION GROUPS do not correspond to the actual size of the outfit, and often
clothing is labelled one or two sizes smaller as a marketing
TheHon. J.SL. DAWKINS: | seek leave to make a brief ploy. It has been an issue of concern not only for consumers,
explanation before asking the Leader of the Governmengf course, but also for the many people involved in the
representing the Premier, a question about Regional Facilit@roduction and retailing of clothing. | welcome the greater
tion Groups. publicity being given to this matter over the past few months.
Leave granted. In particular, the work of Professor Maciej Henneberg and his

) ) o team has been widely reported in both the electronic and print
TheHon. J.SL. DAWKINS: Six Regional Facilitation media.

Groups were recently established by the Commissioner for prfessor Henneberg has recently completed a national

Public Employment, and they include rep(esentatives from;,e survey, which was co-funded by Sharp Dummies and the
most government departments and agencies. The delineatgfe|aide University’s Wood Jones Chair of Anthropological

regions for the groups are Eyre, Mid North, Murraylands,anatomy and supported by several clothing manufacturers.
Riverland, Spencer and South-East. The implementation harp Dummies is now using this data to construct manne-

these groups followed the successful regional coordinatioging that will be available to industry for garment construc-

trial .in the Riverland, which was known as the Riverlandtion_ The problem faced by the clothing industry is how to
Regional Management Forum, conducted by the formegqnyert the complex three-dimensional shape of our body into
government. That trial included representatives of releval ne-dimensional measurements which can be translated into

local government authorities and Regional Developmeny, 14 dimensional pattern which is then sewn into a three-
Boards, mirroring arrangements for the former Regionaljimensional well fitting garment.

Development Issues Group. | understand that the current Australian size standard is
People who experienced the work of the Riverlandbased on measurements taken over 70 years ago. Standards

Regional Management Forum have told me that it is desirablgustralia’s size coding scheme for women'’s clothing uses old
that representatives of these organisations which have cloggs data from the 1940s topped up by self-reports from
community links should sit on the facilitation groups readers of women’s magazines from 1969 to produce tables
alongside the nominees of the various state governmewf body measurements for standard sizes. Professor
agencies. Itis also worth noting that the Riverland trial heldHenneberg has pointed out that the current clothing standards
monthly meetings. This process seemed to be more timelyre based on this very old American data that is not compati-
and efficient than the quarterly schedule of meetings whiclble with the biological reality of Australian women today.
has been set down for the Regional Facilitation Groups. MyComparative surveys show that the Australian woman has
questions are: over that period increased in height by 1.5 per cent and in

1. Will the Premier direct the Commissioner for Public Weight by about 15 per cent. This outdated data defines the
Employment to take the necessary steps to ensure that tR¥erage woman as a size 12 when, in reality, today size 16 to
voices of local government and regional development ard8 is the average.
heard within each of the Regional Facilitation Groups? | believe the clothing industry at all levels needs to better

2. Will the Premier also direct the Commissioner toacknowledge consumers’ needs and, more importantly, their

require the Regional Facilitation Groups to meet on ights: the right to see clothing that is true to size. Having.
monthly basis? arge stocks of clothes left over at the end of every season is

o _ a waste of money in what is a very competitive industry. It
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Agriculture,  has recently been reported that a national study has found that
Food and Fisheries): | thank the honourable member for his ‘mjllions of dollars of clothes are being wasted because the

question. | will seek an answer from the Premier and bringashion industry is out of touch with the real shape of

back a reply. women. Itis indefensible for many fashion houses to remain
out of touch with the average sized woman with clothing

RECREATIONAL SERVICES (LIMITATION OF continuing to be modelled on stick figures..Such clothing may
LIABILITY) ACT also leave emotional scarring by reducing women’s self-

esteem because of dissatisfaction with their body image. This
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: | lay on the table a minister- Often leads to unhealthy crash dieting and eating disorders.
ial statement in relation to the Recreational Services (Limita- Appropriately, Professor Henneberg has indicated that he
tion of Liability) Act 2002 made today in another place by thewill also now be looking at men’s sizing as well as boot
Attorney-General. sizing, which no doubt will also be very welcome. Professor
Henneberg forwarded to me a short paper dated January 2003
entitled ‘National size and shape survey of Australia’, which
provided background details and the basis for the anthropom-
etric survey. Professor Henneberg is also a member of the
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garment sizing committee of Standards Australia. Thaing is that this is a role that any member of the House of
committee has recently established a working party taAssembly would fulfil and something which all members on
conduct a larger survey to produce reliable internationathis side of the council fulfil on a regular basis. It strikes me
standards. It has been reported that the national workings odd that the ALP considers this to be so above and beyond
group is expected to recommend that size 16 now become ttiee call of duty that it needs a separate ministry for it.
standard and be renamed size 12. The people of the southern suburbs deserve much more
Standards Australia has indicated that it is very keen to sethan a good title and an uninterested minister. There are
the clothing standard revised. At this time they believe thaserious issues facing the south and they need to be addressed
if more comprehensive data is provided the standard could hegently. The infrastructure crisis will only worsen as time
revised by Christmas. | urge all clothing manufacturers andjoes on, and the economic impact of Mobil and the recurring
everyone in the industry to support the efforts of the garmenindustrial action that seems to hound this Labor government
sizing committee of Standards Australia. | know the clothingwill take a toll on the southern economy which needs to be
industry will benefit greatly from this study which | am addressed.
certain will help to reduce customer frustration and wastage | will support any initiative that will strengthen the
in the industry. economy of the south. What | will not support is a minister
and a government using cheap titles to gain political mileage
SOUTHERN SUBURBS out of what is a serious and concerning situation. Why does
. there need to be a minister for a single office with a staff of
TheHon. T.J. STEPHENS: | rise to speak about a tyree and a budget of $400 000, especially when that minister
subject which I have raised in this council many times and ORtates that he actually has no influence on policy outside of
which | am yet to receive a satisfactory outcome. | refer to the;g portfolio and refuses to intervene in issues which
issue of southern suburbs infrastructure and services. Marbétensibly fall under his portfolio?
members may be aware of the several press reportsinrecent |, 5 recent newsletter published by the Office of the
months highlighting the plight of southern infrastructure.gqthern Suburbs, it is stated:

MOS.t recemly there_ was a report of the Noarlunga .rall "Pe John Hillis the Minister for the Southern Suburbs and gives the
having two bridges in an unsatisfactory state of repair, whichommunity a direct voice in cabinet.

Is of course highly dangerous. Maybe they use dog whistles to communicate in cabinet these

Under the previous Liberal government, the souther L
suburbs was a priority issue because of the neglect that it h%?ys, because as far as | can tell the Minister for the Southern

suffered under the previous Labor government. Many peopl ;\t/):;bsskg;giL?nylfértgfbeugizgigriﬁﬂﬂgthlz g : glr?g tn?[béi'cle
from that part of the world would remember it being called 9 P

. ) - has a reply come from the minister indicating that he has
atgzolfgtrgl?/ttggth?ﬁ ; t?or ?ﬂg Stgﬁihwgsn ?ﬁgaﬁﬁz r Lhit)nodr ?r'inade any representations to cabinet for the southern suburbs

Liberal Party, through the efforts of the local community andcr;:ir?i\'ls ?gr t]%?tt;]: Shéﬁﬁ @ﬁﬁsﬁidcgg%gi%ﬁ;g' B:asscapamty as
local MPs such as the extremely hard-working member for The newsletter goes on to mention which s%ate électorates
Mawson, fought to reverse the atrophy that occurred undEfr . : goes ; :

all into its sphere of influence before launching details

Labor. .

The Liberal Party invested wisely in the future of the southre'atlng to several government programs that concern the
by putting money into infrastructure projects such as th south, such as the Draft Transport Plan and the Generational
Southern Expressway, schools, hospitals and the Christi ealth RQ\?IEW. From m?/ reading of the ne\l/vsletter, ofr;[he
Beach police station. Since the Labor Party dealt itself bac ven articles written only two are attributable to a southern

into government there have been several southern suburE Ez(rjbg lJSrFéZ(;iIg(s: F:rgsglzihmé ag\(jeor?fn gnttht(())sset (I)S thEi aifr?ren;(tatn-
specific issues in which one would assume the Minister fo : 9 P praying petty

the Southern Suburbs might have an interest. First, we h
the Mobil Oil Refinery which the Minister for the Southern
Suburbs said was a matter for the Treasurer and the Minist&
for Industrial Relat|o_ns. What did the minister for the south ANSETT AIRLINES
do? Absolutely nothing!

Then we had the southern bus strikes, to which the TheHon. J. GAZZOLA: This month marks the second
minister Said, ‘Talk to the Minister for Industrial Relations,' anniversary of the demise of Ansett Airlines. We also note
who, in turn, said, ‘Not my problem.” What did the minister that the airline industry has gone through unprecedented
for the south do? Absolutely nothing again! | asked a questiofrmoil in the last few years and that competition between
of the minister in parliament as to what representations he haglrlines has led to cut-throat competition. As a consequence
made with regard to the Christies Beach High School ovalpf this there have been a number of interesting developments
He replied that th.at was a matter for the education ministefn the Australian aviation industry. Qantas is seeking to
However, when it came to announcing the bursaries fofyrther entrench its almost monopoly-like powers over the
southern students, the minister for the south, not the ministexystralian domestic and international aviation industry. The
for education, handled that issue. _ ~announcement by Qantas that it will move to a more flexible

In fact, the minister's statement of 30 April, which work force, as their sustainable futures program outlines,
supposedly defines the role of the minister, makes fopctually means the casualisation of labour and the use of

litics with the people of the south and to put real resources
to infrastructure, police and job creation. The people of the
Puthern suburbs absolutely deserve better.

interesting reading. In it he states: labour hire in their work force to the tune of anything
My job is partly a coordinating role and partly facilitating access between 25 to 45 per cent of the total work force. Together
to government for local councils and community groups. with the failed attempt by Qantas to acquire a greater interest

Being in the upper house, the significance of this may bén Air New Zealand, these are examples of what the company
somewhat lost on my audience opposite, but my understangerceives as necessary to determine its survival.
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We also have the observation, as reported Time The arrival of these Polish people and families in this area
Australian by British Airways Chief Executive, Rod attracted the settlement of other Poles who originally settled
Eddington (who was a chief executive of Ansett Airlines atelsewhere in the Barossa Valley and the colony. Itis interest-
the time of its collapse), that he had absolutely no doubt thahg to note that Dr Sokolowski became a member of the first
Ansett would have survived (albeit in a different form) if a District Council of Clare in 1853. In 1856, on board a ship
merger between Singapore Airlines, Ansett and Air NewcalledAugustanother 25 Polish families, consisting of more
Zealand had been approved. There are many reasons for thiigan 100 people, arrived in South Australia and settled on
not occurring: the New Zealand government’s refusal tesmall farms in Polish Hill River and the Sevenhill area. In
allow more than 25 per cent investment in Air New Zealandl857, the first piece of land in Polish Hill River was acquired
and the refusal by the Howard government to support Ansetiy a Pole by the name of Niemec.

in favour of guaranteeing Qantas’s survival being contribut- ag many people would be aware, most of the Polish
ing factors. people came from a strong Catholic background and main-
There will be losers in the restructure of Qantas, with anained their religious traditions. The first baptism occurred in
estimated $1 billion to be cut from labour costs. These cut§g57 when Szymon Mlodystach was baptised and the first
and changes in employment come on the heels of theorpus Christi procession was held in Sevenhill in 1864. Not
unfortunate 15 000 retrenched Ansett workers. Apart from theyng after, a committee was established to build the Hill River
latter losing their employment, many after 20 years ofChurch and Jan Nykiel donated the land and appointed his
devoted employment with Ansett, the frustration of the appeadons as trustees, together with Lucas Malycha and Paul
by the trustees of the Ansett ground staff superannuation plapolomka. The Polish people soon became part of the local
against the Ansett administration, which is further holdingcommunity. Jan Nykiel was appointed as a special constable
back the repayment of further redundancy payments, meapsthe Hill River by the District Council of Stanley.
that employees could possibly be further disadvantaged by | o by Father Leon Rogalski, a Jesuit priest who arrived

the manner in which the Ansett levy will be administered. 5 seyenhillin 1870 to serve the growing Polish community,
TheHon. R.K. Sneath: It's a pity that John Howard's - the church of St Stanislaus Kostka was built and consecrated

brother didn’t own it; they might have been paid. » soon after by Bishop Shiel. The new Sevenhill and Hill River
TheHon.J. GAZZOLA: Yes. The $335.5 million  chyrch had also established its own school for the teaching

advanced as a loan by the federal government will be repaigk poth the Polish and English languages and was listed as a

from the asset sales, with any shortfall coming from the tickefaaching school in the Sands and McDougall directory of
levy. Given that further asset sales are struggling in a difficulggth Australia in 1872.

economic climate in global aviation and that the government
is withholding the levy as a payment to cover the Shortfa"’success in local government administration in the District

a Iikgly scenario will se_e.not.alll redundancy payments bemg?:ouncil of Clare was Michael Rucioch, who was first elected
met in full. The $280 million is, in essence, being held by the the council in 1873 and later. in 18,77 became the chair-

federal government, resulting in airlines, tourist bodies andl , “5har members of the Polish community to be elected
unions questioning the government’s establishment ofaslu§ local government were Jan Nykiel and Carl Kozlowski,

fund, although the tourist industry was quick to raise theThe South Australian government took over the responsibility

possibility of surplus levy funds being returned to the tourlsmof the St Stanislaus school in 1886. A statistical census

|nr(él;§tur¥ewhen the government was subjected to IndUStr}{)ublished by Father Rogalski in 1890 listed 322 people in 62
P : . Polish families as living in the Hill River, Sevenhill and
The consequences of all this are that asset sales and IOBgnwortham areas. The death of Father Rogalski on 6 June

funds will fall short of the required $700 miliion to fully 1944 a5 followed by the closure of the school in Hill River
redeem ex-Ansett workers and that the public perception g nd the unfortunate deterioration of the church and school

alevyto rgise money for the unfortunate victims of corporatg, ildings, which were later used as storage areas by the local
collapse is a hoax by the federal government. Retrench rmers '

workers—and the public—are again bearing the brunt of this . . . .
and other company collapses. As the Hon. Robert Sneath A Visit to the Sevenhill cemetery provides a special and
pointed out, unless the boss is related to the Prime Ministeflightening record of the family history and the numerous

Another member of the Polish community to achieve early

there is an absence of any federal policy. names of Polish pionegrs who made their contributiqn to the
y policy Hill River and Sevenhill areas and to South Australia. The
POLISH SETTLERS arrival of many post war Polish immigrants saw the rekin-

dling of an interest in this special settlement area where the

TheHon. J.F. STEFANI: Today, | wish to speak about €arly pioneers of Polish migrants had settled and made their
the early settlement of the Polish pioneers who first arrivegontribution to the development of our state.
in South Australia in 1839 with a group of German settlers. The Polish community undertook the renovation and
Amongst this early immigrant group of German families wererestoration of the church and school buildings. They also
a number of families with the Polish names of Galasz anghurchased adjoining land to create a unique setting for the
Wotka. renovated St Stanislaus Kostka’s church and school buildings,

In 1844, on board th&eorge Washingtqr83 people of  which are now listed on the State Heritage Register. These
Polish origin arrived from the Duchy of Poznan and settlecbuildings have now been developed as an historical museum,
in Tanunda. Four years later, a Silesian Catholic settlementhich incorporates the precious history and personal items
named Sevenhill was established approximatelyf the early Polish settlers to the Hill River and Sevenhill
120 kilometres north of Adelaide. This settlement includedarea. The museum is managed and staffed by volunteers from
a number of families of Polish background. Amongst thisthe Polish Pioneer Descendant Group, who regularly maintain
group of settlers was Dr Anton Sokolowski and two Austrianexhibits and open the museum to the public every first
Jesuit priests, who settled in Sevenhill. Sunday of the month.
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In closing, | congratulate the members of the Polishsay, $20 an hour would have cost $72 000. It is unfair that
community for the work they have undertaken to preservether patients who are not mentally ill have to tolerate the
this special part of our early migration history and wish thembehaviour of a psychotic person; and it is unfair on the

every success in the future. general nursing staff to expect them to look after someone in
Time expired. a psychotic state.

When the Liberals were in government, | heard the former

MENTAL HEALTH health minister, Dean Brown, on five different occasions at

) functions | attended, say that mental health—and ‘health’ was
TheHon. SANDRA KANCK: Today, | raise concerns the word he used—was going to be the biggest problem
about hospital support for people with mental iliness. | havgacing the health system in the 21st century. The problem was
been contacted by a woman who has schizophrenia. Becauggown then by the minister and it was known then by the
she was experiencing a psychotic episode at the time, she W@gpartment, yet nearly five years down the track we still have
compulsorily detained under the Mental Health Act andnot got it right. The fact that there was not a mental health
admitted to the Royal Adelaide Hospital on 26 June. Unfortuped in the entire state for someone experiencing a psychotic
nately, there were no beds in Ward C3 (the ward wherepisode must ring alarm bells about what supports are
patients suffering from mental illness are normally accommogyailable for anyone else experiencing something less than
dated), so she was placed in a general ward with a Groupthat. Mere neurosis, severe depression or suicidal ideation
security guard stationed nearby. would not get you a bed. People suffering from mental

At the time of the hospitalisation, she was one of 25jlinesses deserve better than this and our system is failing
mental health patients scattered throughout the RAH ighem.

various wards, each of whom were assigned their own

Group 4 guard 24 hours per day. Not only were there no spare BIBLE SOCIETY
mental health beds at RAH but on that day there were simply
no spare mental health beds in the whole state. TheHon. A.L. EVANS: | speak today on an international

As a consequence of this woman’s psychosis, she wasociety which will celebrate its bicentenary in 2004. The
having nightmares and was apparently somewhat noisy artitish and Foreign Bible Society (or Bible Society as it is
agitated. Another of the patients in the ward (a bikie)known today) was formed in London in the 1800s—a time
threatened to kill her if she did not shut up. Fortunately formarked by widespread indifference to biblical values such as
her he was in traction so he was not able to carry out higistice and freedom. Unfortunately, this attitude of injustice
threat, but it did not help her mental state to have deathesulted in acceptance of immoral and unjust industries such
threats made against her. To her later embarrassment she vesghe slave trade. While the slave trade had many opponents,
to find out that another patient, who was due for surgery thenany also supported the trade. One such person was John
next day, had not been able to sleep because of her disturbewton, the captain of a slave ship, who benefited from the
ance. trade. History records him as being a very vulgar and evil

The nurses were not trained to assist patients sufferingnan who felt no remorse for his human cargo. One day, John
psychosis, and simple mistakes were made. She was taken dféwton came face to face with his evil. Such was his
her antidepressant medication, resulting in her becomingxperience that he was converted to Christianity, turned his
suicidal, yet, despite that development, the nurses left all hérack on the trade and became a pastor. John was also a very
medication sitting on the window ledge. Her detention ordegifted hymn writer and wrote many hymns, including
was incorrectly filled out, resulting in the order being for Amazing Grace-a song that is testimony to his conversion
21 days rather than the requisite initial three days. Itis normdp Christ.
procedure for a patient’s treating psychiatrist to be advised It was John Newton, along with William Wilberforce MP,
when a person has been compulsorily detained, but heénd other proponent activists of that time, who formed the
psychiatrist became aware of her patient’s admission only dible Society in 1804. The society has been working in
a result of an accidental conversation on the weekend whilustralia for over 189 years, and locally in South Australia
out horse riding with a doctor from RAH. This patient for 158 years. Its members and volunteers work tirelessly in
remained in this ward for six days, so it is clear that the bedustralia to uphold the mission statement of the society,
shortage lasted for at least that long. Because of that shortagehich states:
most peculiarly—and | doubt whether this complies withthe . achieving the widest possible, effective and meaningful
Mental Health Act—she was discharged, while still theoreti-distribution of the Holy Scriptures and helping people interact with
cally under detention, in a category of being ‘on leave’. Herthe word of God.
psychiatrist was unhappy with the treatment given andClearly, Australian society has benefited from the work of the
having been taken off her antidepressant drugs and becomijble Society. One of the fundamental principles of the Bible
suicidal, the woman took a number of weeks to stabilise. Society in Australia is that every effort must be made to make

All this raises many questions about the capability of outhe Bible available to the average Australian in a language
mental health system to cope with the demands being placéldey can understand and at a price they can afford. The
on it. | have described the situation at just one hospital butranslation of the Bible into various Australian indigenous
as the situation was so critical for at least a week, one calanguages demonstrates this important principle. More
only guess what might have been happening at other hospiecently, the translation of parts of the Bible into South
tals. One also wonders about the cost associated with the uBestralian Aboriginal languages, such as Pitjantjatjara and
of private security guards to oversee and restrain ment&garrindjeri, has not only given these indigenous groups
health patients in open wards; and whether that money baritten work in their own language but has also been a
might be better spent on opening more mental health bedschtalyst for language learning, literacy and education, which
did a quick calculation: 25 patients in the RAH, for 24 hourshas resulted in further opportunities for a new generation. The
a day, for six days, with Group Four guards being paid, let'saccuracy of the translation of the Bible that we have today,
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written from its early manuscripts, can be trusted. It exceedthe South Australian-Victorian border, where the difference
the two rigorous tests set by historians, namely, the time gaip the amount of rubbish and beverage containers on the side
and the number of copies, and many leading historians testifyf the road is quite visible. It is quite unbelievable to see,
to its accuracy. only a matter of a few hundred metres either side of the
On a broader level, various principles and teachings of th¥ictorian border, that there is a drop off in the number of
Bible continue to influence community values and standards:ontainers in South Australia.
For instance, our legal morality largely stems from the A major obstacle in the way of a nationwide strategy is the
10 commandments—don't kill, don't steal. Labour laws—apowerful industry lobby of drink companies, packagers and
fair day's pay for a fair day's work—originated in Jesus’s supermarket retailers. Their opposition is a powerful
parables. The concept of family and marriage was firstlisincentive to state governments. If our interstate parliamen-
proposed in the Bible. Public ceremonies, such as citizenshiary colleagues give up on this cause, we can be sure that the
ceremonies, and high office appointments reflect promises dfidustry heavyweights will ensure that the container deposit
the Bible. Itis my conviction that the Bible is just as relevantlegislation is a fluke of the South Australian system. The
today for Australian society as when the Bible Society wad?ackaging Industry Covenant, which was signed in 1999, is
first established. The popularity of the Bible continues toan example of this. The industry secured a guarantee that a
impress. South Australian style deposit system would not be intro-
Today the Bible is a No. 1 best seller in the world—a title duced into any other Australian states for the five-year life of
the Bible has held for many years. As the Bible Society lookshe covenant. Since the covenant is due to expire next year,
forward to celebrating its bicentennial year in 2004, | hopét is now time to act.
that many people will pause to consider the importance of the Minister Hill is happy to toe the line of his interstate Labor
Bible; and that its timeless message does provide a standagdlleagues on the issue of shopping bags. | challenge him to
on which our entire community can rely and have confidenceshow whether he has the leadership skills of his own, or any
Family First congratulates the Bible Society for its greatconviction to fight for the clean, green image of his govern-
achievements over the years, and wishes it all the best iment and convince his interstate colleagues that container

celebrating its bicentennial year. deposit legislation is the way to go. What is needed is a
nationwide strategy. Last year in Adelaide | brought this to
CONTAINER DEPOSIT LEGISLATION the attention of delegates at the CPA conference, where |

presented a paper entitled ‘Containing waste’. | called for a

TheHon. D.W. RIDGWAY: Today | would like to national approach, based on South Australia’s experience.
address an issue about which | have been passionate for someThe Hon. T.G. Roberts interjecting:
time. | bring to the attention of the chamber the need for TheHon. D.W. RIDGWAY: The Commonwealth
political leadership for nationwide container deposit legisla-Parliamentary Association. In Australia, like other consumer
tion. | am sure that all members of this chamber are aware @friented economies, we have a growing waste management
the container deposit legislation in our state. This legislatioproblem. Available landfills are rapidly diminishing and we
not only prevents unsightly litter in our urban and naturalmust, as a matter of urgency, develop alternative methods of
environments but also makes best use of our resources ap@ste disposal. One of the best ways of managing beverage
finds further uses for recycled materials. It was first intro-container waste is to recycle it, thereby reducing landfill, and
duced inthe 1970s, and changes in the legislation in the pagicycling resources such as glass, plastic, aluminium and
few years have extended the scope of containers which agardboard. Australians throw out about 5 billion drink
able to be recycled. lan Kiernan, Chairman of Clean Upcontainers each year, and about 7 billion shopping bags. If
Australia, is able to report that on Clean Up Australia DayMinister Hill is serious about his government's clean, green
each year 50 per cent fewer containers are recovered in Southage, let him show us, and the rest of Australia, that he
Australia than in other states. Some 85 per cent of beveraggeans business.
containers are recovered in South Australia. Due to the
initiative of the former Liberal government, even milk cartons STATUTORY AUTHORITIES REVIEW
and flavoured milk cartons now have a deposit on them in  COMMITTEE: WEST TERRACE CEMETERY
this state.

But this is not good enough. South Australia produces TheHon. R.K. SNEATH: | move:
only 7 per cent of the nation’s rubbish. In order for this  That the report of the committee on the management of the West
legislation to have a real impact, it must be extended to derrace Cemetery by the Adelaide Cemeteries Authority be noted.
nationwide strategy. In fact, | have been contacted by th&he Statutory Authorities Review Committee first reported
beverage packaging industry in Fiji, which is seeking similaron the management of the West Terrace Cemetery in August
legislation in Fiji. Most of the beverages consumed in Fiji are1998. At that time, the Enfield General Cemetery Trust was
packaged in Australia, so the beverages consumed in Fiji athe legislated manager and was required to produce a plan of
in bottles or cans which have a 5¢ deposit in South Australianmanagement for public consultation. The committee reported
but there is no way of recycling the bottle or can. If thethat this management plan was grossly inadequate. Indeed,
container perhaps stated ‘a 5¢ deposit in Australia’ or ‘a 5¢he committee noted that the trust had failed to advise the
deposit at a recycling depot’, the message might be mucbommittee of its plan of management and to advertise widely
different. Pacific Island nations that receive the majority ofthe public meeting to discuss the plan. Key stakeholders were
their packaged drinks and foods from Australian packagingilso unaware of its existence.
depots might then be encouraged to take up the issue. An The committee published two further reports, which
Australian example could inspire them into action. expressed ongoing concern about the Enfield General

A single, small (in terms of political clout) state pursuing Cemetery Trust’s failure to consult with interested stakehold-
this system simply would not be convincing enough. | alscers, including the Adelaide City Council, the National Trust
have nearly 30 years of experience at a local level, living orand heritage and religious groups. At that time, the respon-
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sible minister (Hon. Diana Laidlaw MLC) intervened and  The Hon. NICK XENOPHON: | move:
required the Enfield Cemetery Trust to produce a second plan That this bill be now read a second time.

of management. This bill incor i i i
. . porates two bills that | previously introduced
CemethgﬁgszT?S:sLt’ Bt"hle A%%ﬁ';?‘gg%gﬁgg%? trﬁgeLeG?sﬁle?tlngmo the parliament on 8 May 2002 relating to the rates of play
. s . oy . 'of gaming machines and also the service of alcohol within
Council was appointed to examine the provisions of the b'”ga?ning r‘%achine venues and the casino. | refer honourable

and one of the recommendations of the select committe L . ; ;
which was accepted by the parliament, was that the StatutoFj)SMPers to my contribution at that time. I will precis that and
’ dd to it quite briefly.

Authorities Review Committee should monitor the Enfield
General Cemetery Trust’'s management of the West Terrace In relation to the issue of the consumption of alcohol,
Cemetery. The recommendation stated: submissions have been made to the Independent Gambling
...that the Statutory Authorities Review Committee of Authority on thisissue and, notwithstanding the Independent
parliament continue its function of inquiring into, considering andGambling Authority’s obligation to establish codes of
reporting on the management of the West Terrace Cemetery and 'ﬂﬁactice to be ultimately adopted by this parliament, the
Plan of Management. . arliament should not be precluded from dealing with these
In October/November 2001, the committee commenceglges. Simply having an Independent Gambling Authority,
s o oo el eyt o e playsan mportant ol should na precud us o
the Adelaide éity Councilp untilp Septem%er 2001, with conS|de_r|ng issues because, uItlmate_Iy, the d_eC|S|on rests with
particular expertise in heritage matters, noted ‘the inadequa[ge parllament in these maltters, nonmthstaqdmg the value and
Ssistance we can obtain from the deliberations of the

depth of policy development in respect of cultural heritag . . : o
management’. The committee also took verbal evidence fro dependent Gambling Authority and the various submissions

Mr Kevin Crowden, who was at the time the Chief Executive™ade to that authority.
of the Enfield General Cemetery Trust. The committee was In relation to the consumption of alcohol, this bill provides
disappointed to note that the plan of management for Weshat alcohol not be served within gaming rooms or within
Terrace Cemetery still had not been finalised, well over tWgyreas of play within the Adelaide casino. | have previously
years after the scheduled date. __made reference to work carried out by Professor Mark
The committee concluded that the management of Enfielhickerson, an academic and researcher who has worked
Cemetery had been unwilling or unable to recognise theeyioysly for the gambling industry. His work, ‘An Experi-
important heritage issues relating to West Terrace Cemetenyo | siudy on the Effect of Prior Alcohol Consumption on
and had persistently refused to consult with relevant partiegs; o |ated Gambling Activity', in essence states that, where

E?\% é%r%n;';:?a?ecronﬂﬂgfsvga} rflgg nc]urerteggtnf]gp{ahgee{?nen; rCt’;tnl'!ﬁdividuals are consuming increased amounts of alcohol, the
y P P ount of time that they spend playing machines is increased.

task of managing West Terrace Cemetery, which is regardefl . : ;
as one of the 10 most important historical sites in Adelaide— 'S report shows that there is a very clear correlation
and | understand that it is also one of the top 10 tourisP€tween the consumption of alcohol, particularly prolonged
destinations in Adelaide. consumption, and increased levels of .gambllng, and it is
However, the committee recognises that, pursuant to theeasonable to _extrapolate from that increased levels of
provisions of the Adelaide Cemeteries Authorities Act 2001 Problem gambiling.
which was assented to in July 2001, the then responsible The report also makes reference to a survey of the general
minister (Hon. Diana Laidlaw) was required to appoint apopulation of New Zealand using the World Health Organisa-
board of not more than seven members. The Statutonyon’s alcohol use disorders test, and the researchers, Abbott
Authorities Review Committee has met with members of theand Volberg, found that 46 per cent of problem gamblers and
new board, and itis encouraged that the board is aware of t/g4 per cent of gamblers fulfilling criteria for pathological
heritage importance of West Terrace Cemetery. On thgambling consumed harmful amounts of alcohol. This bill
board’s advice, the committee is aware of problems with thevould ensure that somebody who wishes to consume alcohol
cemetery’s operating costs. The committee received the nelg not served alcohol at the machine while they are playing.
plan of management in April 2003, and it notes that many offhey have to make the effort of going outside the area to have
the most central recommendations of previous reports hawedrink. It provides for a break in play, and that could well be
been included. The committee believes that the new plan willseful in terms of ensuring less harmful behaviour in terms
significantly improve the progress and the operation of thef playing poker machines, in particular.

West Terrace Cemetery. | also to take this opportunity to ; ; L : .
thank all committee members, the Hon. Diana Laidlaw for, Relationships Australia, in a very comprehensive submis

her support as minister and also our research officer'on to the I_ndependent Gambl[ng_Authorlty, undertook some
Mr Gareth Hickery, who completed the report as the Cc)mmit_surveys Qf its cllgnts, and they |nd|cated that there was some
tee secretary, ’ support in relation to not having alcohol served within
: gaming areas, that it was a mixed result in respect of that. The
The Hon. A.J. REDFORD secured the adjournment of following question was put to clients of Relationships
the debate. Australia: 'l would gamble less if alcoholic drinks were not
permitted in gaming rooms. That goes further than this
STATUTESAMENDMENT (GAMING MACHINE proposed legislation but, of the sample, 26 per cent agreed
REGULATION—ALCOHOL AND BETTING RATE) that, if alcohol were not permitted in gaming rooms, that
BILL would reduce their gaming. Of the agreeing sample, 87.6 per
cent strongly agreed. However, 71 per cent disagreed that
TheHon. NICK XENOPHON obtained leave and alcohol would have any impact on reducing their gambling,
introduced a bill for an act to amend the Casino Act 1997 anavith 23 per cent of the disagreeing sample strongly disagree-
the Gaming Machines Act 1992. Read a first time. ing.
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This measure would ensure that the consumption odlirectly by the Independent Gambling Authority in its codes
alcohol would require the player to go outside the gamingf practice, which | hope will be tabled later this year,
room or outside the playing area of the casino to purchasemains to be seen. Itis one of the issues that has been raised
drinks. In that regard, it would be a useful measure in dealingpy various groups that are concerned about the impact of
with problematic gambling behaviour. The bill also dealsgambling, and | believe that this parliament has an obligation
with the issue of maximum rates of play and | canvassed thdab consider it in terms of dealing with levels of problem
extensively in my contribution on 8 May 2002. gambling in the community.

There is a very real concern that one of the key driversin Various studies, including from the SA Centre for
levels of problem gambling is the rate of loss on machinesEconomic Studies, indicate that something of the order of
Machines in Australia compared with machines in othei20 000 South Australians have a significant gambling
jurisdictions have a higher rate of loss, and reference wagroblem, with poker machines being responsible for the vast
made to that by the Reverend Tim Costello and Royce Millarmajority of problem gamblers in this state, and that ought to
a journalist, in their bookVanna Bet? Winners and Losers be considered very seriously. The report conducted some two
in Gambling’s Luck Mythlt indicated that the rate of loss per years ago for the Provincial Cities Association by the SA
hour for Australian poker machines in Australian dollars ofCentre for Economic Studies estimates that in excess of
$720 per hour compared with $156 per hour for New Zealan@0 000 South Australians have a gambling problem because
machines outside casinos, $130 for UK machines, $52 fodf poker machines and that the rates of loss, the high intensity
Japanese machines and $705 for US machines. It also mak#fsplay, the repetitive nature of play and the design of
the point that, with multiple lines and multiple bets, the ratemachines are significant factors in this level of addiction.
of loss can be very high for a particularly short period. These are matters which ought to be considered. | ask

This has been considered and, in terms of rates of losfonourable members to seriously consider the matters raised.
71 per cent of the client base of Relationships Australid appreciate that they have been on Mhatice Paperprevi-
(South Australia) surveyed agreed that a maximum bet of 20@usly, but I acknowledge that, due to iliness, I was not in this
would reduce their gambling. Further, 55 per cent of theplace for extended periods last year. | simply ask that
agreeing sample said that they strongly agreed with this. Imembers give these bills due consideration and that they
other words, those who have problems have indicated th@rapple with the issue of how to deal with the unacceptable
reducing the rate of loss would have some considerablgvels of problem gambling in this community, given that so
impact on their level of loss. | implore those members whanany South Australians have been hurt, particularly by poker
support the hotel industry to consider, if they believe that thignachines. When the Productivity Commission indicates that,
is simply a matter of recreational activity, why it is that On average, seven people are hurt or adversely affected by
someone’s pay packet can be lost in a matter of minutes witBvery problem gambler, then this is an issue which touches
poker machines as they currently exist. Something needs & the entire community. | urge honourable members to, if
be done about the rate of loss. not support these bills, seriously consider them and deal with

One of the key findings in the Productivity Commission them expeditiously.
report is that 42.3 per cent of poker machine losses are .
derived from problem gamblers, and that indicates that thig ' "€ Hon. IAN GILFILLAN secured the adjournment of
industry derives a very significant amount, a disproportionatd€ debate.
amount, of its revenue from problem gamblers, the vulnerable ,
and the addicted. Reducing the rate of loss should not affect CHI LRDE%%’\FI{.? I%%?LE\ACETI{I?)':/I (El\f\IAI'NB?ﬁIORY
those recreational gamblers, those who might want to have
aflutter of a few dollars, but it would have a very bigimpact  thaHon. NICK XENOPHON obtained leave and
on theh!evel of problem gambling in the cr?mmumt%/,l andinroduced a bill for an act to amend the Children’s Protection
something needs to be done to address the rate of 10ss @t 1993 Read a first time.
machines. , , The Hon. NICK XENOPHON: | move:

That is not difficult in a technical sense. Something can That this bill be now read a second time
be done and, if we are serious about dealing with levels of o i o .
problem gambling, something ought to be done with respe&he Layton review into child protection, p_ubllshed several
to the rate of loss on machines. | have previously stated thafyonths ago, had a very extensive discussion with respect to
when this state debated whether or not gaming machinéE? issue of mandatory reporting for child protection. | will
should be introduced, Mr John Bowly, the Market Deve|0p_brlefly discuss the contents of that part of the report and the
ment Manager for Aristocrat Leisure Industries, one of thd€commendations of Robyn Layton QC. | commend the
largest manufacturers of poker machines in Australia, tol@0vernment for instigating this report. The government has
journalist David Bevan, who was working féhe Advertiser acted on wide-spread concern about the level of child abuse

in 1992, in an article headed, ‘Maker lashes concern ovef the community. | note that the Hon. Mr Evans has also
naddiction™ been pre-eminent in respect of this particular issue in terms

i of his long overdue legislative amendment to abolish the
anachronistic legislative provisions which prevent the
He went on to say: prosecution of sexual offences prior to 1982. In a sense, it
Gambling is when you go in with a couple of hundred bucks andouilds upon the success of that.
you are wiped out or win . It would take you a month of Sundays | refer to Ms Layton’s report on the issue as it now stands.
to lose $100 on these things. In terms of the current legislative requirements, section 11 of
We know that $100 can be lost on poker machines in a verthe Children’s Protection Act requires that the Department for
short time, and that a significant proportion of poker machiné-amily and Community Services must be notified if a person
revenue is derived from problem gamblers. The rate of lossuspects, on reasonable grounds, that a child has been or is
is something that we need to address. Whether itis addressbding abused or neglected. Section 11 sets out various

How can you say taking $20 to the local club is gambling?



92 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL Wednesday 17 September 2003

categories and classes of individuals who fall within that. TheAnglican Church should be commended for undertaking that
Layton report, quite correctly, points out that a number ofinquiry into the processes of dealing with child sex abuse, the
classes of individuals were not included, but should haveallegations and the process of dealing with complaints within
been, in terms of mandatory notification. In terms of thethe Anglican Church. | make it absolutely clear that | am not
importance of mandatory reporting and child protection, thesingling out any particular church or any church institution.
report states at 10.3: This is a problem that has affected a range of churches in a
From the Fays’ perspective, mandatory notification is critical. Arange of denominations, and | do not find it helpful to single
number of reviews into this issue have been held, with the followingout any particular church.
findings: mandated notifiers provide more detailed and accurate |n his advice to me, the Reverend Owers considered that

information; have an increased substantiation rate; provide a high : : : :
level of consultation; have an increased understanding of th‘zﬁe issue of child protection ought to override that of the

responsibilities of FAYS and other agencies; and have a commitme@onfessional. He said:

to working in partnership. If the parliament insists that clergy become mandated reporters,
The report discusses a summary of the submissions madge clergy, like any other citizen, will have to comply, or bear the
including that the classes of professionals and individuals that’'>€auences.

should be included as mandated notifiers should be widenetie continued:

One submission from Anglicare noted: The key thing is to get clergy to do mandatory reporting training

Anglicare welcomes mandatory notification, as it provides aand thus increase their awareness, their skills and their sense of

legislative imperative to respond to child abuse, ensuring that it dog€SPONsibility in general practice. It will also send a signal to
not become an individual decision. This protects those |ega")paedfofphlles about_tﬁware(?ess levels in ?h#rchesf. In '.“yVI'er it will
required to notify, as well as sending a clear message to theot affect responsible and proper use of the confessional.
community that the state is committed to the protection of childrenEarlier today, | spoke with Professor Freda Briggs, who is
Another view was that mandatory reporting was stronglywell known to many Australians at a national level. She is the
supported. The Justice Advisory Group stated: Emeritus Professor at the University of South Australia in the
A positive tool for child protection. We believe that mandatory divVision of education, arts and social sciences. She teaches
reporting is a simple and effective way to ensure adults who workn the field of child protection and children in the family and
with children have a clear professional obligation to report concernshe community. She was one of the inquirers for the report on
of fUSP%Cte%abUS%I,'” _OLt”Opit”iO”'Crg'“'Pmtegﬂﬁnlg?’”gd’?raﬂoiﬁe way in which the Anglican Church in the Brishane
outwelgh other public interest grounds for withholding relevantyincese dealt with allegations of child sex abuse and its

information. h h
. rocesses involving the former governor-general Dr Peter
The report recommended that there be an extension of th&,lingworth. She is well qualified on this issue and has a

class of persons required to notify. Recommendation 54 ofational reputation.
the Layton report stated that the act be amended to include: p/jtassor Briggs’ view—and | hope at some later stage

All church personnel, including ministers of religion, exceptin (perhaps when | am summing up) to table her written views—
confessionals. was that there ought to be zero tolerance in relation to child
I will discuss that shortly. It also recommended that the actkex abuse and that it would send a very clear signal that the
be amended to include as mandated notifiers: all individualsonfessional was not exempt. Earlier today, she expressed the
and services providing care to or supervision of children; all/iew (and | hope | summarise her views fairly) that, over a
volunteers who are working with children, including both number of years, had there been mandatory notification in
volunteers working in supervised and unsupervised settinggrms of priests in the confessional reporting ongoing abuse
and all people who may supervise or be responsible fofo their superiors, much abuse could have been forgone.
looking after children as part of a sporting, recreational, | received an email from a constituent, whom | do not
religious or voluntary organisation. think it fair to name because | have not had an opportunity to

This bill picks up on the recommendations of the Laytonget his permission to do so. However, he is well known to me
report, with one exception—an exception that | know isand is a practising Catholic. In terms of the flipside of the
controversial. | respect the views of other members who havergument, | think it is fair to read what he put to me:
spoken to me in refation to this issue. | will read shortly from yq, would understand that the Confessional Seal, for Catholics

a letter from a constituent who disagrees fundamentally witlind for other Sacramental Churches has always been sacrosanct. This
the issue of confessionals not being exempted. However,is both a discipline and unchangeable truth. In my humble under-

think it is a debate that we ought to have, and | will set outanding, it's not so much that there is a need for secrecy in any
those reasons. worldly understanding (like a counsellor, etc) but rather that the

: . . priest acts in persona Christi—as Christ to the penitent. The penitent
In relation to the issue of whether confessionals should bgonfessing to Our Lord, not the Priest and receiving absolution

exempted, | sought advice from the Reverend Dr Don Owergorgiveness) also from Our Lord—but through the Priest. Therefore,
and also from Professor Freda Briggs. The Reverend Dr Dof{€’e 2 Priest to break the seal of the confessional, he would

- ; e ) ffectively be denying the action of Christ through the sacrament.
Owers is the Anglican minister at St George’s Church af This being the case, | submit that no priest will consider himself

Magill. He became known to South Australians earlier thisyound by any law that would challenge this reality. Therefore, any
year as a result of his very courageous stand in disclosing amgill that wouid seek this as an outcome would not be enforceable.
exposing decades of abuse by Mr Bob Brandenburg, a form&¥hy then would we want to create a law that cannot be adminis-
Commissioner of CEBS (the Church of England Boystered?
Society), and the extensive abuse that Mr Brandenburbthink it is important for the record to put the view of a
perpetrated. considered member of the community, a person whom | know
The Reverend Owers has dealt with this issue. He ha® be of devout Catholic faith and who wrote to me in the
been at the front line. He has counselled victims. He has beaontext of fraternal counsel, and | appreciate that.
instrumental in the Anglican Church’s agreeing to a high However, itis not an easy issue and it has shades of grey.
level inquiry that is being undertaken by former JusticeBut, as | have been persuaded by the Reverend Dr Don Owers
Trevor Olsson, a former justice of the Supreme Court. Theand Freda Briggs—and | emphasise (as has Dr Owers) that
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his views are not necessarily those of the Anglican Church It is simplistic of the Hon. Nick Xenophon to say that
as a whole but are those of someone who has grappled wititotection of children is paramount and that anyone who does
this issue first-hand in terms of his parish and his parishionaot support his bill is putting the interests of children behind
ers—that there ought to be a debate on the nature of thether interests. We on this side of the council agree that the
confessional; that we ought to consider seriously removingrotection of children is paramount, and | am sure all
that exemption suggested in the Layton report. members of this chamber (indeed, this parliament) would

For those honourable members who do not agree witRdree with the principle that the protection of children is
me—and | appreciate that there is a number—I urge them tBaramount, but the case in relation to compulsory notification
support, at the very least, the provisions of the bill that reflecy ministers of religion of information which comes to them
the recommendations of the Layton report to ensure thdd the confessional also raises an important and fundamental
priests, church workers and those in voluntary organisationfinciple.

be mandated notifiers, when they have reasonable grounds to For hundreds of years the law has acknowledged the
suspect that children have been abused. unique status of the confessional, and the law has not seen fit

Itis a contentious debate on the issue of the confessional. (J[raw back t.h.e curtain on the confesspnal a'f‘(.‘ require
rFH|n|sters of religion who hear confessions in a spiritual and

| accept that. | respect the views of members, howeve - . . h .
contrary they may be to mine. Itis an issue with which | have>acramental sense to divulge information which they obtain
the confessional. Lawyers are not required to divulge

grappled, but | urge members to consider expeditiously thmformation which has come to them in a professional

primary provisions of the bill in so far as they reflect the . . - '
Layton recommendations. Broadening the class of individual apacity. Journghsts ref‘.‘se to d_|vulge the sources of confi-
ential information that is supplied to them. Both of those

that must be mandatory notifiers will send a very clear signa ; ;
y 'y g {ules are seen as important. They are not rules that put behind

to the community. As Reverend Owers said, it will meanthah th tect f child dermine th i
the clergy and church workers will need to be trained em Ihe protection of chiidren or undermine the paramount-

appropriately to ensure that the protection of children iy of.the protection of children. . .
paramount. For that reason, and given the terrible stories we Vith the greatest respect to the Hon. Nick Xenophon, in
have heard involving a number of organisations and church tting forward his proposal in th'.s way, Wh'ch does not
-gﬂplement the Layton report but which seeks to include that
measure would be a positive step towards reducing the Ievg‘fh'Ch Layton said ought be excludgd, the honqurable
of child abuse in the community. member can be _accuse_d of grandstanding. T_he _questlt?n_s that
. ought be asked in relation to a proposal of this kind are: first,

TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: Mr President, | draw your yqyiq the interests of children be seriously advanced by
attention to the state of the council. removing from the confessional the sacrosanct nature of the

A quorum having been formed: confessional; and, secondly, does the honourable member

TheHon. NICK XENOPHON: | move: seriously suggest that paedophiles and the like would make

That standing orders be so far suspended as to enable the Seccﬁ]O(PfESSIOHS.tO their prlests If priests were obliged by law to
reading debate to be further considered. vulge that information to the authorities?

. . Itis true, of course, that doctors are required by statute to

Motion carried. notify, for example, infectious diseases, sexually transmitted

diseases and other matters, and schoolteachers, social workers
~ TheHon. R.D. LAWSON: | thank members for support- and many others are required to provide information to the
ing the suspension of standing orders to enable me to makgthorities, but that is information which is gained in the
a brief commencement to my contribution in response to thgrdinary secular course of their duties. It seems to me that so-
Hon. Nick Xenophon's Children’s Protection (Mandatory called information that is obtained by a priest hearing a
Reporting) Amendment Bill. There are a number of elementgonfession is of an entirely different character. Whilst the
of the bill which are commendable and which, no doubt,Hon. Nick Xenophon had the good grace to put on the record
when the various members of this council have had agoday a considered religious response to his proposal (which,
opportunity to consider them, will be strongly supported heregf course, was contrary to his proposal), | do not believe from
However, | think there is one matter to which the honourablqhe contribution he made today that he has Serious|y con-
member did not pay sufficient regard, and that is that thgjdered the implications of his proposal. We are certainly in
Layton report is a very extensive—and, | might say, expenfavour of the protection of children and consider child
sive—review of children’s protection in this state. It Containsprotection as paramount. We do not think, though, that
very many recommendations which are worthy of support ifimportant principles which many people in our community
as the honourable member says, the protection of children {§ould regard as sacred ought to be undermined by a measure
to be paramount in this state. of this kind.

The honourable member has chosen one of the recommen- | certainly respect, as | am sure do most members, the
dations contained in that report but he has not taken thepinions of Professor Freda Briggs in relation to child
recommendation in its entirety: namely, extending the clasprotection. Speaking for myself, | am by no means convinced
of persons for whom notification of abuse or neglect isthat any advantage would be given to the children of our
mandatory. It is regrettable that the government has not yeommunity by supporting this particular aspect of the
produced a reasoned and comprehensive response to fh@posal. However, | will say that | agree personally with the
Layton report. The government commissioned this report androposal that ministers of religion and church employees
has championed it, and the Premier and other ministers haghould be placed in the same situation as nurses, childcare
made frequent references to it in complimentary terms, yeworkers, social workers and the like in regard to the require-
we have not seen a comprehensive response let alonerrgent to notify authorities of abuse or neglect. That aspect of
comprehensive implementation of many of the recommendahe measure will, no doubt, be supported. | would have
tions contained in it. preferred to have seen that included with many other of
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Robyn Layton’s excellent recommendations. | seek leave to The potential for GMO products to cause damage to neighbour-

conclude my remarks later. ing farmers and the entire grain handling system is evidenced not
L d: deb di d only by the Starlink example but also in the increasing number of
eave granted; debate adjourned. questions raised by GMOs, including genetic drift distances, insect

and weed resistance and the inability of the current system to
GENE TECHNOLOGY (RESPONSIBILITY FOR segregate GMO and non-GMO crops. Farmers assessing the costs

and benefits of growing GMO crops should base their decisions not
THE SPREAD OF GENETICALLY MODIFIED only on production costs and expected yields but also on the legal
PLANT MATERIAL) BILL liability they may incur by planting, growing and marketing GMO

crops. For those farmers who choose not to grow GMO crops,
TheHon. IAN GILFILLAN obtained leave and intro- especially organic farmers, caution still needs to be exercised in

duced a bill for an act to ensure that the owners of proprietagnglm”tg that their crops Ege pgotetctthed fromGgﬁgE“C contaminatior:
. . . e . . n atany promises made abou € non- Crops are accurate
rights in genetically modified plant material are responsibl epresentations of factors within the farmer’s control.

for any damage or loss caused by the spread of that materl_?!] . . .
and for other purposes. Read a first time. ere IS grave concern 'ghat the m(_jgstry IS not pfep‘i‘r?d for
the introduction of genetically modified crops. The Minister

TheHon. IAN GILFILLAN: I move: for Agriculture, Food and Fisheries has admitted this much
That this bill be now read a second time. himself.

I will begin my contribution with a quote from literature. _ The bulk grain handlers, such as the Australian Barley
There is no prize, but | would be very impressed if anyBoard and the Australian Wheat Board, have expressed their

honourable member could actually identify the source of thiglesire that GM canola not be commercially released at this
quote before | tell them. The quote is as follows: stage. Members would know that neither of these companies

Already we had barriers to hold them away from the garden an(§1andles canola but are so concerned at possible contamination

the immediate neighbourhood of the house. Now | began a morgf their grain that they are making strong statements in
ambitious plan of making some 100 acres or so free from them. 1@pposition to the commercial release. Earlier this year, we
involved a stout wire fence which took advantage of the naturasaw just how easy it is for contamination to occur, with a

features and standing barriers, and inside it a lighter fence to preveghipmem of wheat contaminated with Starlink corn in
either the stock or ourselves from coming inadvertently within sting

range of the main fence. It was a heavy, tedious job which took mg/lelbourne_. . o

a number of months to complete. International markets continue to be very sensitive to the
Theon. .G, Robets Jofn wyrcharn? e ofgenelcaly moded oo, Whetherone soreesuil
TheHon. |AN GILFILLAN: The minister is right. No .

this could have on our markets for a range of products such

wonder he is a minister. As my learned colleague—the only, ¢ canola, wheat, barley, tuna and wine, just to name a few.

one in this chamber—recognised: it is a passage from ‘]Ohjhpan recently made a clear statement on not wanting GE

Wyndham'’s classic novelhe Day of the TriffidsWhile |\, naat
would not contend that our own genetically engineered crops

are quite as dangerous as the plants conceived by Wyndharra%
imagination, it would appear that ours are more difficult to

While on a study tour to the United Kingdom this year, |
covered that the large supermarket chain Marks and
. - ) Spencer has also committed to selling GE free products. It
contain. Not even the sturdiest stout wire fence could kéep gyen, goes so far as to carry huge advertisements on the sides
field free from their influence. _ of its trucks stating, ‘Our food? All non-GM.’ That is a very
_However, it is of some satisfaction to me to re-introducepo|d statement and one that that company would make only
this bill. Much has changed since [ first introduced the bill:j it pelieved there were substantial gains to be made in the
the select committee inquiring into genetically modifiedmarket. Some time in the next couple of days, | intend to give
organisms has handed down its report, cabinet has adoptggpies of a photograph authorised by Marks and Spencer for
the recommendations of that report, and the Office of thene to use of this advertisement displayed on the company’s
Gene Technology Regulator has given the green light to thGeIivery trucks.
commercial release in Australia of genetically engineered Egrjier this month, Greenpeace launched the second
canola. We await the government’s legislation. If it holds toggition of its True Food Guide This is a booklet that
the recommendations of the select committee, it will needreenpeace produces that details what products available in
some substantial amendment, as the committee’s report fall§ stralia are GE free, what companies are in the process of
far §hort of reassuring farmers who fear what geneticallyemo\,ing GE ingredients from their products and those
engineered crops will do to their markets. companies that cannot demonstrate that their products do not
However, regardless of the outcome of the government'gontain GE ingredients. | will add, by way of explanation, |
plans, | believe that the bill I now bring before this place isam using the term ‘GE’ or ‘genetic engineering’ in preference
essential for our state. If it is passed, it will ensure that theo ‘genetic modification’ because | believe it is reasonable to
owners of proprietary rights in genetically engineered plantrgue that genetic modification has been taking place by use
material are, or will be, responsible for any damage or lossf natural processes for hundreds of years. | think it is, in
caused by the spread of that material. Many honourablgact, more accurate to use the term ‘genetic engineering’
members would be familiar with the owners, being suchyhere there has clearly been an intrusion of artificial
companies as Monsanto or Bayer CropScience. It will alsprocesses of quite a dramatic kind in producing the end
protect farmers who find that, through no fault of their own,product.
their crops have become contaminated with genetically Referring back to the Greenpeace second editiciasd
engineered seed. Food Guide it is interesting to note those products that are
Julie Newman of the Network of Concerned Farmers is aiven the green light: Heinz, Dick Smith’s, Tip Top, Noble
grain and canola grower and Seed Works operator iRRise, Sanitarium, Flora, Coon, Farmers Union, Daily Juice
Newdegate in Western Australia. Ms Newman puts the issugso., Berri Juices, Crusta Juices, Streets, Findus, Nutella,
concerning farmers about GMOs very succinctly, as followsGreenseas and Safcol. Further to this, companies such as San
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Remo, Country Life, Kellogg’s, Dairy Farmers, Devondale,system that allows the coexistence of alternative canola
Bega and SunRice—I might mention that | have been sentgroduction systems’.
packet of SunRice purchased in a Whyalla supermarket, and One of the key points raised in the GTGC canola steward-
the label on the packet clearly states, ‘This product noship guidelines is the need for a five-metre buffer zone. |
GM'—Balfours, Haighs and even Starbucks. know many members have heard me refer to this buffer zone.
The Hon. T.G. Roberts interjecting: This offers little comfort to adjacent farmers who have
TheHon. IAN GILFILLAN: Thatis an interesting and contracts to grow GM free canola because, quite simply, a
entertaining interjection. | think the message on the packdtve-metre buffer is not enough. Information from the 2001
does refer to the contents which were in it and which weré>M canola technical working group in its report ‘Genetically
consumed with satisfaction because they were guaranteed @#odified canola in Western Australia: industry issues and
free. Even Starbucks is actively altering their operations séhformation’ noted that a French study found 7 per cent of
they too will be able to declare themselves GE free. Such igontamination at one metre and 1.7 per cent at 50 metres. It
the level of concern in the community regarding geneticallydlso quotes a Canadian study with a 2.1 per cent contamina-
engineered foods there will be big money to be made byion at 46 metres and a 1.5 per cent contamination at
being GE free. Those who are pro GE argue that there is nd0 metres. The report states:
clear premium for the non-GE product at this stage, but 1 feel The canola industry will need to decide whether the concept of
that is shortsighted because, as the market finds it mo@M free or zero GM is of any real relevance. In the absence of an
difficult to get GE free product, those of us who are still objective measure, it would be best to define the standard as the limit

- - o - of detection, that is, a finite measurable purity standard. If concerned
producing GE free will be enjoying the markets and will haVesections of the industry, such as organic canola growers, wish to

premiums. Conversely, major losses could occur should GEontinue with a concept of GM free, however unmeasurable, then a
free crops be contaminated by GE crops. separation distance of three to five kilometres would be advised.

The state government seems intent on pursuing the line ¢femphasise the difference between a three to five kilometre
co-existence—a flawed idea that has no place in real WOI"guffer zone and five metres, which, apparenﬂy, is to be
situations. International evidence tells us that co-existencgccepted as the Australian standard. | point out that it is three
does not work and, if the government forces our farmingo five kilometres as a buffer, whereas we have the recom-
communities down this path, the results will be disastrousmendation for it to be five metres. It is ludicrous and, quite
The possibility of extensive litigation is mind blowing and, clearly, will give no guarantee to any international market
as USUaI, itis the smaller Operators—the farmers—who W||{hat the marketers of Supposed|y GE free will have any
be left as the victims. Members should consider the situatiogalidity.
of a farmer supplying GM free canola, whose crop is  Thg international markets are extraordinarily sensitive to
contaminated as a result of cross-pollination. Not only woultsqntamination of genetically modified grain, whether it be
the farmer’s crop lose its GM-free status but, if it contami--5n0la in a wheat or barley crop or GM contamination in a
nates a larger shipment, the farmer may be liable for morgy\; free crop. Percentages down as low as 0.5 of 1 per cent
substantial litigation. would constitute contamination in supposedly organic GM

What then of the farmer who grew the GE crop responfree product. It is important if a farmer wants to grow GM
sible for that contamination? If they were reckless in thefree, whether or not he or she is organic, to have this three to
handling of the GE seed, the liability could lie with them. five kilometre buffer zone. If a GM grower needs only a five
However, if they were not reckless and had abided by thenetre buffer, it still leaves quite a further buffer required by
instructions and guidelines provided by the GE seegy GM free grower. | do not know many farmers who could
company, who is then responsible? | raise this because thesgford to have a five kilometre buffer on their property—nor
is considerable concern that the guidelines currently undeghould they be required to have such a buffer.
development by the Gene Technology Grains Committee are Anyone who has seen the distance that wind can move
greatly inadequate in dealing with the prevention of contamiyst, and its effect across South Australia, would realise that,
nation. I have raised this issue on a number of occasions, and many cases, even a five kilometre buffer will be no
| have received answers that the Gene Technology Graing,arantee in relation to the transport of pollen from canola
Committee is a self-initiated ad hoc body that has nQygps. | have grave concerns about the ability of farmers
authority to develop regulatory guidelines for the use ofynder the proposed protocols to be able to afford to remain
GMOs; and that the committee is simply providing materialgy free after a commercial release. It is not a matter of being
to inform the decisions of the industry. In fact, that is true. squeezed out of the market by a more competitively priced

However, the applications for commercial release oiGM variety. Instead it is because the GM free growers are
genetically modified canola have indicated that they will beforced to bear the costs of segregation. | believe that it is the
operating within those recommended guidelines. At the poingM industry itself that should be picking up the bill for what
where these applications are approved, the guidelines of thigill be a massive disruption to the industry. It is the GM
ad hoc committee take on much greater significance. Thigdustry that wants the change, and the costs involved with
consultation version of the risk assessment and risk manageegregation should be incorporated into its business costs.
ment plan for Bayer Crop Science’s variety of geneticallyHowever, it is more apparent that one of the major losers, if
modified canola (DIR 021/2002), page 123, section 3 ofenetically modified crops are commercially released in this
appendix 6, entitled ‘Bayer’s stewardship strategy’, states:state, will be the farmers who choose to try to remain GM

In accordance with both the PIC [Plant Industry Council] and thefree.

GTGC guidelines, Bayer has developed a stewardship strategy for The second issue addressed by the bill is protecting non-
the InVigor canola, underpinned by a crop management plan. GM farmers from litigation by GM seed companies for
The management recommendations in the InVigor manageintentionally growing a patented GM seed. Members will
ment crop plan ‘ensure sustainability and efficacy in use; andecall the case of Percy Schmeisser from Canada who was
enable growers to manage InVigor hybrid canola within asued by Monsanto for growing its Roundup Ready canola
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without a licence—he was found guilty in court. The seed had
blown onto Mr Schmeisser’s property from an uncovered
truck driven by a neighbour carting his GM canola past a
property. The ruling in this case is of interest to us in South
Australia, as we believe it may very well apply here. Judge
MacKay, who presided over the case, in clause 92 of his
judgment, stated:

Thus a farmer whose field is contaminated by seed or plants
originating from seeds spilled into them, or blown as seed, in swaths
from a neighbour’s land, or even growing from germination by
pollen carried into his field from elsewhere by insects, birds, or by
the wind, may own the seed or plants on his land even if he did not
set about to plant them. He does not, however, own the right to the
use of the patented gene, or of the seed or plant containing the
patented gene or cell.

At clause 123, the judgment also states:

... in my opinion, whether or not that crop was sprayed with
Roundup during its growing period is not important. Growth of the
seed, reproducing the patented gene and cell, and sale of the
harvested crop constitutes taking the essence of the plaintiffs’

(a) the negotiation of the contracts with resident specialist
doctors;

(b) the actions of the Chief Executive Officer of the hospital
in dealing with medical specialists;

(c) the impact of Mount Gambier Hospital on financial cuts
to other hospitals within the region in the years 2002-03
and 2003-04;

(d) the involvement and actions of the Department of Human
Services in the management of these issues;

(e) the selection process and appointment of Mr McNeil as
Chief Executive Officer of the hospital;

(f) the impact on health services in the Mount Gambier
region of these issues; and

(g) any other matter.

. That the committee consist of six members and that the

quorum of members necessary to be present at all meetings
of the committee be fixed at four members and that standing
order 389 be so far suspended as to enable the Chairperson
of the committee to have a deliberative vote only.

. That this council permits the select committee to authorise the

disclosure or publication, as it sees fit, of any evidence or
documents presented to the committee prior to such evidence

invention, using it, without permission. In so doing the defendants
infringed upon the patent interests of the plaintiffs. 4
One of the purposes of this bill is to pressure the GM seed
companies to ensure that the guidelines for use of their
products are adequate to protect against contamination of
other crops by placing the liability of damage done by thosét is with great regret that one stands up in this place to move
crops on the seed producers. a motion of this nature. It is something that | do with some

For those who may feel that this Canadian situation is todeluctance, in the sense that, had things been done properly
far-fetched to apply in South Australia, | would urge them toover the last 12 or more months, there would be no need for
consider that the nature of the companies responsible for tfge to stand and move a motion of this nature, and I will
marketing of GE crops in Australia is the same as thos@utline in some detail my concerns. It has reached the
which are responsible in Canada, and the ones whicposition, with respect to the state of the Mount Gambier
instituted this legal straitjacket, which made it almostHealth Service, that there is a degree of urgency not only for
impossible, if notimpossible, for anyone to be protected fronthe establishment of a select committee but also for the
the sort of penalty that Mr Schmeisser suffered. requirement that the select committee report to the parliament

I would like to think that this government, this parliament as soon as possible.
and, certainly, the farming community, will think twice  The Mount Gambier Hospital has a unique role in our
before letting this menace (as I call it) loose in our farminghealth system in this state. Mount Gambier is the largest
environment. Itis clear from the Canadian experience that ifegional centre in South Australia. The hospital is a critical
we do not protect our farmers legislatively there is enormougart of the services that this large and substantial regional
scope for them to be sued for damages, either by marketeggntre provides to an extensive surrounding community. The
of a cereal product marketed ostensibly as GM free aniount Gambier Hospital is supposed to provide extensive
contaminated or from the heavy, overpowering control by thenedical services to the whole of the South-East and, indeed,
agribusinesses which, with this sort of judgment, will be ablehas always been looked upon as a community asset, drawing
to sue any farmer who inadvertently has grown a GM producsupport in many different ways from a whole range of people
without even knowing it and then harvests it and sells it. Iwithin the South-East community.
think that, under those circumstances, it is important thatwe Indeed, what also makes the Mount Gambier Hospital
move quickly to legislate in South Australia before there isunique is that, in our federal system, where we receive
any commercial release of GM canola in this state. funding from federal agencies, the Mount Gambier Hospital

| encourage support for the second reading of this bill, an@lso provides significant services to many people in the
| emphasise again that one of the valid grounds—and&ictorian region. Indeed, it has been suggested by my
substantially valid grounds—upon which we can keep GEcolleague the Hon. David Ridgway that the hospital services
crops out of South Australia is an argument that they willin excess of 60 000 people. The Mount Gambier Hospital has
destroy, or seriously undermine, marketing of Southalways had various problems. | can remember, as a young
Australian product to overseas markets. | commend the bibbhoy, it being featured on the front pageTdfe Border Watch
to the council. on many occasions.

TheHon. R.I. Lucas. That was the old hospital.

TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: The honourable member
interjects that that was the old hospital, and | well remember
Peter Humphries (who was a candidate for the Labor Party),
who was chair of the hospital board many years ago,
struggling with the then Bannon government to secure proper
1. That a select committee of the Legislative Council beservices. Indeed, it was not ur}til the election of a Liberal

appointed to investigate and report upon the operation of th ove.rnment.that a new hospital was built, and thg old

Mount Gambier Health Service since July 2002 and, in ospital, which was full of ashestos and poorly designed

particular, the following issues— many decades ago, was decommissioned.

being reported to the council.

. That standing order 396 be suspended as to enable strangers
to be admitted when the select committee is examining
witnesses unless the committee otherwise resolves, but they
shall be excluded when the committee is deliberating.

TheHon. CARMEL ZOLL O secured the adjournment
of the debate.

MOUNT GAMBIER HEALTH SERVICE

TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: | move:
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Yesterday, the shadow minister for health (Hon. DearThe Border Watchwho were in tears at the prospect of their
Brown) asked a series of questions and, indeed, | urge athedical system collapsing and general surgeons such as Mark
members to read his grievance debate in another pladeandy leaving the area.
concerning the issues surrounding the Mount Gambier When you meet with people in Mount Gambier and the
Hospital. | think that members could talk on this issue forsurrounding areas, they will tell you stories, quite personal
hours, but | will just touch on the community’s attitude and stories, about the sort of sacrifices these doctors make, have
some of the concerns that have been expressed, as evidenoealde and expected to make into the future for the benefit of
in recent publications in the highly respec®drder Watch  that important community. This issue has hurt the people of
over the past few months. the South-East very deeply. The article continues:

| well remember that the big social occasion in Mount  South-East AMA representative Steve Dunn yesterday described
Gambier, in fact, is the Mount Gambier Cup, or the Goldthe situation as a ‘mess’. ‘From our perspective it looks deadly

inati serious,” Dr Dunn said. ‘There are conflicting stories still going
Cup. On that dayThe Border Watcpublication was almost ound that negotiations are still under way.” But Dr Dunn said,

entirely focused on the issues facing the South-East healﬁicording to information he had received, the three general surgeons
system. On the front page @he Border Watclon that day  would not be available after July 1. Positions interstate were
was a banner headline which greeted the Premier when he goiailable for two of the surgeons, skip bins were being loaded,

off the plane, which stated ‘Fix it Mr Rann’. At that stage, houses were being placed on the market and the rooms of Mr L_a_ndy
there had been a series of articles (and I will refer to some and Mr Strickland were closing and employees have been notified.
them) where the local community had called upon theid will speak about this in more detail later, but the response
member (Hon. Rory McEwen) to fix up the problem and,to the statements from those highly respected people and the
indeed, the community (and this was my perception) hag@eneral community outcry has been utterly and completely
plainly given up any expectation that their local memberignored, not only by this government but by the member for
would in any way have his white car, his superannuation anlylount Gambier and the minister. The honourable member
his high salary threatened by intervening in this issue. So, thetands roundly condemned for his failure to act on behalf of
community went directly to Mr Rann. This was not just somehis local community.

sort of mickey mouse— TheHon. P. Holloway: Dean Brown is the one who
The Hon. Carmel Zollo: A bit of your personal opinion ~Should be condemned. o
thrown in there, is it? TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: | hear an interjection.

TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: It is my opinion, and | am The ACTING PRESIDENT: Order! The Hon. Mr

not ashamed of it. | will be most interested to hear theedford has the call. _
Hon. Carmel Zollo’s personal opinion on this matter. If lam 1 heHon. A.J.REDFORD: The Hon. Paul Holloway
any judge, | think that she will be too ashamed of her owrjnterjects and wants to blame the previous government. The

government's performance on this issue to make anf‘Ct is that the previous government was not in office when
contribution at all on this topic. he contracts before the doctors were being negotiated. | can

Members interiecting: ssistance would have been provided to e govemmen to
o rt;lrehrlevp\\/ggloNgtiRegglEE(’)\InTe(rl-sig?br‘:'iél_rbsiamggﬁémb negotiate a health outcome, but this arrogant government
' V : ould not bother to ring or ask any of us on this side how we
The Hon. Angus Redford has the call.

L might be able to assist to achieve a positive outcome for that
TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: | acknowledge the interjec-

. g o community. As Dr Dunn said—
tion of the Hon. Rob Lucas, and it will be a very difficult The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting:
contribution that the Hon. Gail Gago will be called upon to TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: | kndw the Hon. Paul
make next Wednesday. | will quote a couple of comment olloway is not particularly interested in this, but Dr Dunn
from some well respected people (certainly better respected.: 5.
than the Hon. Carmel Zollo) on the issue of the South-Eas . .

. p . . Just Mark Landy and Richard Strickland alone have 45 years
medical system. Th? Australian Med|cal Assouatlon_(AMA) between them of medical background, information and knowledge
was quoted as saying that the issue was very serious. TRgout (patients).

article states: The article continues:

State President Joe Levy confirmed yesterday two of Mount : ; : ~
Gambier’s resident general surgeons, Mark Landy and Brian Kirkby, Together with Mr Kirkby, they also had a professional back

both have jobs interstate, and the third, Richard Strickland, wag?rgilﬁ)md g;ggﬁgﬂ%évggslggxlgﬁglrgaepr:)%rratll practitioners around the
retiring. Between the three surgeons, almost 50 years of medica ’ ’

knowledge regarding people and families in the region will be lostThat headline was fairly clearly stated, and that was the
‘Accident and emergency will be a problem—people who neecheadline that met Mr Rann on that day, and | will come back
urgent surgical intervention will need to go to Adelaide oracrosstqy \what the Premier has done in response to that clear
Victoria, so we are very worried,’ Dr Levy said. . . .

i community concerned outlined in that well respected
For those members opposite who rarely travel to countrjewspaper. That was not the first time this issue was raised.
areas, let me explain just how important a local doctor is invly colleague the Hon. David Ridgway has been consistent
a community such as Mount Gambier. Itis not like the cCity.and persistent in raising issues associated with the Mount
Whereas they might not have the best equipment and the§ambier hospital since his election. In February this year, in
might not have world recognised or eminent specialists, whain article inThe Border Watchhe referred to the funding
they do have is a close personal rapport between doctor afgkye. This is what the Hon. David Ridgway said, and no-one

patient, and the relationship between the community and thgas got to their feet and questioned the accuracy of what my
doctor in a country area is unique, and the personal relatiop|league had to say:

ships that are established over the years between a doctor anda,,,ost 700 Victorian people received medical treatment in

his or her community are quite deep and important. | spok&oyth-East hospitals last year, of which 409 were patients in Mount
to a number of people, including one person who was wittGambier, South-East based upper house Liberal David Ridgway
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revealed yesterday. Funding is provided to the South Australian statenderstanding of the medical dispute which has been simmering for
government for those people, just as Victoria receives reimbursementore than 6 months.

for the 465 patients it treated from South Australia, according to Mr, .

Ridgway. The difference in funding—around $500 000—is enougH1€ 90€s on:

to keep the South-East resident specialists employed at the Mount The Human Services Department Chief executive officer Jim
Gambier hospital. In view of the statistics, Mr Ridgway is calling for Birch said the South East received a "relatively" fair allocation of
the government to review the way it applies its current fundinghealth funding.

model for health in the South-East. . .

. May | say that the local member did not dispute those
There was a clear call there, and this issue and these concetiS q i ; ;

. X . . : ertions by Jim Birch.

with the resident specialists were fairly and squarely in the
public arena in February this year. | know that the Hon. Gail
Gago, when she draws the short straw in having to respo ' ! . .
to this contribution and rises to her feet, will make a ver;iaﬁehg nggnqi?l\ﬂg%glri mgngﬁctl'g!ded’ and perhaps that is
predictable comment. The first thing she will do is blame the : )
former government, and that is standard; we are used to that. Orthopaedic surgeon Barney McCusker personalised discussions

- : : : y referring to Mark Landy who is considering leaving Mount
Then she will take a giant leap in logic and blame the feder ambier after 21 years in the region. "For the past 21 years Mark

government, and she will blame the recent health agreementandy has not done an operation that was absolutely warranted on
when the premiers grandstanded, walked out and forgot teound surgical grounds,” he said. "But this year he has been

talk about other issues such as electricity and various othégstricted in his ability to look after you by a factor of 25 per cent.

; ; ; | suspect that we may well lose Mark Landy because he will not,
things that are very 'mpo”ar.“ to this country. cannot, abide by having to choose which three out of four he will
I understand that they quickly went down to the front of reat. Which one out of four he will not treat. "Specialists claimed

Parliament House and had all their photographs taken in thefiat this financial year's fee for service budget has been cut by 25

local football guernseys before they jumped on their planegercent.

and flew back to their own home town. It was nothing but But administrators argued that specialists’ calculations were
P . - pased on expenditure levels rather than the actual budget, which had

publicity stunt and | was ashamed at the way the premleaéeen overspent consistently over the vears

behaved at that conference. The health agreement that thex . P y years.

all walked out on, spat their dummies and jumped up and Nat is the quote fronThe Border Watchlt was clearly

down about, and then subsequently signed (and they are nciiated to this government that there was a serious issue. It was

alleging that there is a drop in income) was not even on thétateéd not only inThe Border Watchbut by some 400

agenda when this issue was being raised. As the Hon. DaviPncerned residents. If anyone knows what it takes to get 400

An honourable member interjecting:
TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: The Hon. Rob Lucas says

Ridgway said— people out on a night in the middle of February in a country
Members interjecting: town, I can assure them that it takes a very serious issue, and
The ACTING PRESIDENT: Honourable members on @ very deeply felt concern by a community about an issue for

my right will get their opportunity to contribute. that to occur. Even the local member would have to have

TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: There was significant under recognised thaF this was a serious a_nd deep concern. Inqleed,
funding by the state government even before this healtR° deep was this concern that the Limestone Coast Regional
agreement was being negotiated. So, to turn around ardevelopment Board, by letter, dated 15 April, wrote to me
blame the federal government is a cheap shot. about this specific issue. . .

TheHon. R.I. Lucas No-one will believe it. May | say, it has been my experience that the Limestone

TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: There is plenty of evidence Coast Regional Development Board has enjoyed a very close
to Suggest that no-one does. In a remarkab|y presciemd direct relat|0n3h|p with the local member and they have

comment— worked very closely together. It takes a lot for them to write
Members interjecting: a letter to me in these terms. They are referring to a letter to
The ACTING PRESIDENT: Order! Minister McEwen, as follows:
TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: —the Hon. David Ridgway The board is concerned that, should there be diminishing health
said this inThe Border Watch care services, particularly specialist services, such a situation could

) . . . . impact adversely on our regional development objectives. Adequate,
In fact, the population of the region serviced is more like 88 000g|iaple and highly regarded health services are a fundamental plank
when you include Victorian communities against Mount Gambier, nderpinning regional development. Our ability to attract and

and other South-East towns for health services. This is a significaigaintain people in industry and to the Limestone Coast region can

factor in the continuing budget pressure in the region. im n he level an lity of a ran f communi
"ltis time for the Department of Human Services to acknowledg bgrlviC%aS(':ted upon by the level and quality of a range of community

the Victorian component of work done in the South-East and fun ] ]
the region appropriately.” Mr Ridgway said he was once a membefhe board itself was extremely concerned about the extensive

fOFHI]e Bfflg?rtowr; HOStF?ital Board. ; the Bordert impact this government’s policies were having not only on

ve telt Tor a long time, since my time on the boraertown H H H

Hospital Board, that the funding model was wrong. the hgalth services but on the region as a whole and its
capacity for economic development. Indeed, so concerned

In any event, the issue was placed fairly and squarely on thgag it that it issued a press release. Not every day does an
agenda. Indeed, in a subsequent articfétie Border Watch  grganisation have to go to the trouble of issuing a press
on 18 February 2003, a well respected local surgeon, Bamg¥jease to advise the world that it is writing to its local
Mcpuskgr, made a numbe’r of comments. In an article aptlysemper. | suppose the board did that in some forlorn hope
entitled, ‘No More Money’, Frank Morello reported on a it the local member would use his claimed influence within
packed public forum in Mount Gambier. Following is the leadine powels of this government to bring about some changes.
line: | know that the Hon. Bob Sneath highly respects the board

State health heavyweights told a packed public forum in Mounghajrman, because he talks about him very positively in the
Gambier that additional money would not be allocated to South Easl iyors and in the chamber, and he will be interested to hear
specialist medical services this financial year. ) . ' :

More than 400 concerned residents packed the Sir Robefhat the board chairman, Bob Hender—a prominent Labor
Helpmann Theatre last Thursday night in a bid to gain somdigure—said this:
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The board is concerned at the risk of diminishing health servicesT his is very interesting because, until this time, in the six
paftlcula_fiy specialist Se;}/lcles-l Trf:e ||Gt>r\:e| and quality of a ff{[nQe ofonths leading to June, the out-of-character silence that the
community services, particularly health services, canimpacton o ; ; I
ability to attract and maintain people and industry into the LimestonLgm':‘n.mer for_ Mount Gambler had adopted was quite conspicu
Coast region. ous in relation to these issues.

What this article reported was that Mark Landy and Brian

| know that the Hon. Bob Sneath will listen to his ComradeKirkby had been Snapped up by interstate hOSpitalS and that

i?]_arms, Bill Hendet:, andhwill make bhettelrhn_aprﬁsegtatiﬁné 'Richard Strickland was retiring early. It also reported that a

this government about the crisis in health in the South-Easf,,mper of medical clinics in the South-East advised Premier
than their local member. Indeed, the board did not just Sifyixe Rann that they had no confidence in the South Aus-

there and stamp its foot: it made some pretty serious anlyjian health minister, Lea Stevens—and they are no orphans
constructive suggestions in that press release of 15 April. I, 14t respect, | have to say!

called for the following: The Hon. R.K. Sneath interjecting:

A number of action points were provided by the board asameans TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: | get sick of talking to Labor
of contributing to a more effective, longer term solution to managemembers about this
ment of regional health services. They included that: The Hon. R K Sr;eath interjecting:

consideration be given to extending medical specialist contract -
periods to five years, leading to longer term stability and 1 heHon. A.J. REDFORD: Well, you do. You keep

certainty for practitioners and staff; appointing them to boards, and we congratulate you on that.
medical specialists to participate in a review of the cost of servicdowever, | was distracted. The article continues:
delivery for the Mount Gambier and District Health Service and In strongly worded letters to his office late last week, they said

to prepare and implement a continuous improvement stratégyjhe minister had repeatedly failed to acknowledge the extent of the
medical specialists should be directly involved in the budgetingrisis and take meaningful steps to avert it. Mr Strickland will take
processes; early retirement at the end of this month after 26 years as a surgeon
medical specialists to participate in a review of administrativein Mount Gambier. Mr Landy, who worked in the city for 22 years,
systems in place across the Mount Gambier and District Healthas sold his house and will start work in Albury with a group of
Service; surgeons on 5 July.

processes be developed for urther assessing the ongoing levlr | andy is one of the most highly regarded members of the
Of specilalist services required to mee e needs o e region . . .
community, including the impact on the current budget. #Mount Gambier community that | can think of—or was. |
. o ) .. have not heard anyone speak badly of him—not ever. Indeed,

One thing | will listen for in the response to my contribution it one were to call for tributes or criticisms, | guarantee that
from members opposite is what the minister, the local| we would receive from the South-East would be tributes.
member_, did |ndrelglt|oE to heafcrllE of th_ose ;:fqnstru;:tl;]/e]—he article continues:
syggestlons made by t (Ie c Iel xecutive Officer o t € wr Landy said Mount Gambier Hospital reduced the amount of
Limestone Coast Regional Development Board, Grant Kingypjic operating he could perform by 25 per cent. ‘'d been doing

The impact has been not only on the delivery of healttthe same amount of work here for 20 years and I couldn’t see why
services to the community. Because some of the doctors hayghould feduce it by 23 per cent. ItS not as if we do cosmetic
been quite vocal—and for good reason: they have had t3'"9¢™- YeTe only trealing sick people.
explain to their patients why their services are being cut andhe article goes on to state:
why they have to leave town—they have been denigrated and Resident orthopaedic surgeon Barney McCusker, in a letter to
attacked by people within the Health Commission and Member for Mount Gambier Rory McEwen, says that audited figures
; P ; y accountant Rob Ellerman showed there has been a reduction in
|nde_ed, W'thm the gove_rnment. Because there is a I_ack ~absolute terms of Mr Landy'’s fee for service budget of between 24
confidence in the veracity of what some people say in thignd 26 per cent.
debate, this is an interesting exchange: it is a comment from Mr Landy said he would be sad to leave Mount Gambier but he
Barney McCusker. He refers to a letter written by ourwas ‘sick of the lack of respect’ being shown to him by the hospital
erstwhile member for Enfield, who casts his influence far an&”qltm‘? Eepa{rjt_rgent of H“mag .Sgrf"'cetf' | d
ide—certainly beyond the seat of Enfield. The membe think we did & pretty good job for this place and we never got
wi : y beyond ! - Biny. . . back-up; all we got was budget cuts,” he said.
became involved in this issue and certainly did more than the "Mr Landy said Mr McEwen had not been of any assistance. ‘He’s

member for Mount Gambier (the minister) in advancing thebeen of no use to us whatsoever, he said. Mr Landy said the
cause. department attempted to get him, or Mr Strickland, to retire after the

. . two surgeons recruited Brian Kirkby to the town as part of their own
The member for Enfield wrote to the minister on behalfsyccession planning. ‘They didn’t care that we were sick of working

of a couple of these doctors. Indeed, the member reported twery second night on call, Mr Landy said.

Barney McCusker that he had the distinct impression thathat is what they thought of their local member. Indeed, their
several members of the specialist staff had already finishggcal member was conspicuously silent in this particular
their contractual negotiations. As Mr McCusker reports, thagticle.
letter was not true then, and in Ap_ril, Mz_ay, June_and Julywas The next document to which | refer is a letter to Tom
no nearer to the truth. So, anything will be said to anyoneneijlson, the CEO of the South-East Regional Health Service,
However, | congratulate the member for Enfield, who hagrom Dr Christopher Barry, who is a member of that endan-
certainly put a damn sight more effort into this whole debategered species—obstetricians and gynaecologists. There are
than the local member. not many left because of the way insurance and various other

This issue did not impact only on the South-East. On 1hings are treating them. | think community expectations of
June 2003, the highly regard&lock Journafeported the  some of these people are way too high. But | digress. In his
following under the banner ‘SE medical services in disarray'letter, Dr Barry states:

Rural communities depending on Mount Gambier Hospital for | can move relatively easily, but once again people in the country
a range of specialist treatment, including surgery, are watchingre being treated as second-class citizens, despite rural medical
helplessly as a continuing dispute between the medical professiaervices supposedly being a priority of the new Government of South

and state government authorities escal@tsk Journal'segional  Australia. May | remind you of the Labor SA promises that were
journalist Leanne Gertners reports. made prior to the recent election: ‘Labor will work with regional
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communities to attract and maintain the services and skills of needed How a relationship between medical practitioners who are

health professionals.’ well respected by the community and government officials
Dr Barry referred to what the current minister said way baclof this government could get to that point is an absolute
in May 1998, as follows: mystery to me. The words ‘incompetence’ and ‘ignorance’

The Mount Gambier Hospital is there to deliver an adequate angeep crashing into my mind when one describes the conduct

proper service. That it has been forced to cutits surgery services &f the local member and the government in relation to this
an outrage. The hospital should not have to carry over its neaserious issue. | will be fair to the local member, because |

million dollar debt into the financial year. That would mean morethink he deserves to have fully quoted what he said on
staff would have to be cut and serious health services would be 80 May in relation to this serious and critical issue that

limited that th Id b letely ineffective. . ;
imited fhat they woulld be comp e_ey inetiective concerns most people in the South-East. The article states
He quotes what Mr Howard said on 23 October last year, agrther:

follows: Asked why doctors did not have their contracts renegotiated
We need to preserve the critical mass of medical speciality ifMr McEwen said: ‘| do not know what contracts renegotiated means
many parts of Australia, particularly in rural and regional areas. because which elements of those contracts are they arguing about if

N I . they say that money is not a problem? They say the physician is not
So, there has been significant criticism from that particulag problem if they say managing the debt differently is not a problem.

doctor of what was happening, and that criticism was beinghave to say | honestly don’t know what else they are asking for. Al
made very strongly and firmly as early as June of this year. can say is my track record is—on every single issue that has got a

Following the budget, the local member, the member fOlspecn‘lc detail to it, that | have been asked to deal with, over five

. ' , L years now, | have delivered.

Mount Gambier, respondedhe Border Watchas is its ‘I continue to say that | am a very strong champion for our
tradition, always gives space to the local member to comhospital. The only person who actually put a plan on the table last
ment. | must say that this is the first comment | had seen frortime of course was Kevin Johnston. Now Kevin Johnston has
him about the state of the Mount Gambier Health Services foiesigned his contract but not a theatre contract. Beyond that have any

the others come to me with a specific request? Do | know what
many, many months. Perhaps he was too busy. Under t ey want? | have to say "no". But equally if you ask all of us who

heading ‘Health system crisis "nothing to do with money":are the leadership team responsible for health services in the South-
McEwen’, the report states: East—Grant King, Bill DeGaris, Anne Mulcahy, Tom Neilson, Ken
. - S . . , McNeil, myself—I don't believe if you asked any of us that question

The medical specialist crisis is ‘nothing to do with money’ and ; ) )
therefore is not a Budget matter, according to Member for Moun{hey could give you an answer because franklyl, we don’t know.
Gambier and Labor Minister Rory McEwen. ‘I have to say on theHe then went on to talk about what was going to happen that
hospital matter | personally don't know what the issue is, Mr day. Indeed, what happened that day was that the Premier
McEwen said. went to the races. He waited until all the cameras got there,
| digress. We all knew that he did not know what the issueand he then sought out Barney McCusker. He sat down and
was, but this was a frank acknowledgment that he did notade sure there was a clear view and proceeded to engage Mr
know. Bear in mind that this was an article Tine Border McCusker in earnest conversation. In the end, he came out,
Watchof 30 May, nearly four months ago. It goes on to statelooked the cameras in the eye and said, ‘We will fix this.’ |

‘Although | continue to ask, | don't get told. Even the people who Will tell you how it has been fixed: the doctors have left. Fifty
in the past came and asked me for specific things, like (generar 60 years of local experience has just walked out of the
surgeon Mark) Landy who asked me for money for (general surgeogjstrict. But, Mr Premier, they did not walk out in front of a
Bﬁﬂ) IKIthby' which I got. He asked me for a second physician,camera, so it did not really worry the Premier. That is all the
whi got. L ) . .

Of course, the doctors asked me for SMOswhich | got. The Premier is poncerned about: the publicity, the headline and
doctors asked me for an increase in the budget at the hospital, | g€ promotion.
it. The doctors asked me to get the debt at the hospital wiped out,| The Hon. J.S.L. Dawkins; You called the President the
got it. | don’t know what else the doctors are asking for. But | dopremier.
know the doctors are not saying the issue is money. TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: | am sorry, Mr President. If

The Hon. Rory McEwen (the minister) was correct, becausgou were the premier, | do not think this sort of thing would
I know, as does everybody else in the South-East, that thgappen.
relationship between the local doctors and the bureaucrats— The PRESIDENT: Flattery will get you everywhere.
and, indeed, the minister or the government of which the local  The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: | would have to say that | am
member is a prominent part—has got to the point where ong petter judge than most people on the other side. | think,
of the doctors who had not had his contract renewed wagllowing that, one might assume that the government would
contacted by a Melbourne locum service. That doctor wagome to the party. So what happened? We waited two or three
asked whether he could perform certain work at Mountnonths, and then there was an article on 2 September entitled
Gambier. Coincidentally, that work happened to be preciselyHealth Anger by Frank Morello. | have only outlined all the
the same work that he had been carrying out in the past angarnings the local member and the government have had.
precisely the same work on which they were negotiating. The article states:

What s interesting is that the locum service, which takes  toysands of South-East residents have demanded Premier Mike
a cut—it charges a percentage for organising the doctors-Rann fix Mount Gambier’s spiralling medical crisis. In a political
offered the doctor 60 per cent more for carrying out thebroadside, federal member for Barker, Patrick Secker, and Senator
locum senvice than that which he was asking to belte P yesteaay deered o M Rann o 2500
mcorpo'rated into his contract. So, the relatlonshlp betweeﬁospital. ‘We will be hand delivering over 2 500 letters from South-
the minister, the government and the medical practitioners igast residents to Premier Mike Rann’s Parliament House office,
the South-East had deteriorated to such a point that theegging him to fix the Mount Gambier Hospital health crisis before
government was prepared to pay double the amount to ariS too late’, Mr Secker said yesterday.
doctor to carry out the same service—double the amount, so The Hon. P. Holloway: I'm sure they went to a lot of
long as it did not go to the doctors who were members of thatrouble to collect them, too. I'm sure the Liberal Party went
community. to a great deal of trouble to raise the issue.
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TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: Perhaps we did; that is our We've advertised for two new general surgeons to replace two
job. That stands in stark contrast to the level of inactivity thasurgeons who chose to leave the South-East despite being offered
this government has shown. It goes on— generous contracts.

Members interjecting:

TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: Yes, but the public are not
buying this. Do members know why the public do not buy  TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: Before the break, | was
that line? Because, the moment the premiers walked owrawing attention to the government’s absolutely heartless
looking angry (and the honourable member missed this padpproach to the Mount Gambier health situation. Following
of my contribution), they nicked down to Sydney Cricketthe article on the front page ofhe Border Watchon
Ground, whacked on a footy jumper and then played ring-a2 September, which referred to the 2 500 signatures on the
ring-a-rosey while they had their photos taken in their footyletter demanding the Premier do something—and | think the
jumpers. That is what the premiers were there for: to walkHon. Paul Holloway said they were a bunch of Liberal
out, have their photos taken, put a footy guernsey on and platooges—these people—
ring-a-ring-a-rosey. Thatis what it was about. You could not  The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting:
even sit around and talk to the government about electricity— The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: Well, you did.

[Sitting suspended from 6 to 7.50 p.m.]

TheHon. J.S.L. Dawkins: Or security. The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting:

TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: Or security. TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: The honourable member says

The PRESIDENT: Order! There is too much verbal he did not say it, but ‘it might be true’. That will do me. That
exchange. is what he said. We had Mike Rann come back. Apart from

TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: | am sorry, Mr President, but standing near the finishing post, or lingering, as some people
honourable members need to understand that we are gettiflgscribed it, on 30 May in front of the television cameras, this
a perception on this side that all this government is about i#/as the first incursion into the Mount Gambier health issue
photo opportunities. Whether they are standing at th®y the Premier since the beginning of this year.
finishing post, nodding at Barney McCusker's concerns about The Hon. R.K. Sneath interjecting:
the Health Commission or playing ring-a-ring-a-rosey outside The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: He could not block me out;
the Sydney Cricket Ground or walking out of very serioustwo days does not block me out. The first occasion was the
conferences with the Prime Minister, it is all about publicity Mount Gambier Gold Cup day when he got off the plane and
and not about delivering a health service. That is what it isstood in front of the finishing post at the races, and the second

This article goes on— occasion was on 3 September. | am sure the Hon. Bob Sneath
TheHon. R.K. Sneath: Don't get too excited. will be interested to hear the Hon. Mike Rann’s contribution.
TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: | am not excited; | am angry. 1€ said:

TheHon. G.E. Gago: You should be ashamed. We have advertised for two new general surgeons to replace two

surgeons who chose to leave the South-East despite being offered
The H0n. AJ REDFORD We are; we are ashamed Of gengerous contracts. p g

you. In the article, Patrick Secker is quoted as saying: Those two surgeons are not all that happy with those
In addition to the letters we have received, many people havgtatements; and the 2 500 people who signed the letter are not
called us and met with us to explain out here how they are no

considering moving away from Mount Gambier because they cann\ga" that happy about i, either. The Premier went on to say:

access the health services. We are now working to secure people for these positions. In the

. {Eeantime, locum services are being provided so Mount Gambier
Hang on to your seats, because this was the response from {gjgents continue to receive the health care they need.

governments spokesperson: They think they need a little better than that. The member for

KenMﬁﬁﬂYeViT‘fa%”&‘é”ﬁ&%ﬁ?é’.‘ﬁ;d”2?5!f%t%“&?éﬁéﬁfﬁ%&?ﬂ?iﬁcg°“”‘ Gambier might not be reporting that fact to the
expectedalcardiologistto start in the very near future.‘In regards t remier. If he is not, | assure the Premier he can take my

visiting specialists, we have fully qualified staff members on boardvord for it. They are not happy. They have lost 60 years of
to provide the required urgency in elective surgery. specialist medical experience and they are not happy with the

It would be unparliamentary, but | get the impression thafocUm service. What really galls them is that the lesser
those 2% thousand ordinary citizens in the South-East whefTVice the government is providing is coming at a greater
were expressing democratically their serious concerns aboGPSt than would have been the case if the government had
the medical health system were simply being given the twosigned contracts or at least eno!eavoured to meet the doctors
fingered salute by the government, which was saying, ‘Nicil€mands in a reasonable fashion.

off’. Indeed, it is so disappointing that the government just 1 hings were quiet for 24 hours in the South-East on the
does not seem to understand this issue. health issue, probably because people were stunned at the

We then got the formal government response. An articlé:’re".“er’S intervent.ion Whe'.“ he said how lucky they are in
Felation to the medical services that they get.

f t titled ‘R hit k health f )
(s)ta?ess:ep ember entitied ‘Rann hits back over health fears TheHon. J.F. Stefani: They have got none, so they are

lucky.
Premier Mike Rann has hit back over claims that the state . ; ;
government has neglected the health crisis in Mount Gambier TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: That is what they think.

Mr Rann yesterday challenged the federal member for Barkethink he is Mr Popularity. Members opposite are not interject-
Patrick Secker, to fight for extra health dollars for South Australiandng as vigorously as they were before dinner, but | think he

instead of defending the commonwealth decision to cut billions ofs running at about 60 per cent. He is a very popular man,
dollars from health care over the next five years. particularly when he hangs around finishing posts at the races
So, there we go: we have doctors walking out of Mountin front of a television camera.

Gambier, and we have the Premier playing politics. The TheHon. R.K. Sneath: He is a lot more popular than
article goes on: you.
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TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: | do not have the capacity | do not know Ms Mulcahy, but | can only assume that she
that the Premier has to ruin people’s lives. In any event, Is making those statements on behalf of the government. The
know the Hon. Bob Sneath is not particularly interested irarticle continues:

Mount Gambier, but | will endeavour to pursue this debate. calis to establish the action group were sparked by the resigna-
This stuff just keeps hitting the front page, and one wouldions of two surgeons, who left the region earlier this year following
think the local member would pick it up. On Friday contractual disputes. To put in a second tier of lobbyists can only
5 September—not that long ago; certainly within the memor)&/onfuse the issue and has the potential to turn into Chinese whispers,

. here people are lobbying on opinions rather than informed facts. . .
of the Hon. Bob Sneath—an article on the front page states: peop ving P

Health fight looms. Lobby group to be formed. Moves are underThmgS were quiet for a couple of days. The community

way to establish a medical action group to give the community 41°Ught, ‘Now maybe the local member has got the message,
powerful political voice and a strong lobbying vehicle. and surely very shortly the local member will come out and

If people in this area wanted a strong political voice, ongd0 Something.” What happened next? Front page again. They

might assume they would go to their local member. But thid!ave come to the conclusion that he does not turn the page,

community has decided that that does not work because fRgcause on the front page it states—and this is the message
has been distinctly silent about this issue. to the local member, the cabinet minister, the Hon. Rory

An honourable member: He’s sold himself out. McEwen:

TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: Yes, he's ‘white car-red’ Health Crisis. South-East hospitals suffer budget cuts.
himself out, as some people down there are saying. Th€he article continues:
article states: Medical services are likely to be cut at hospitals across the region

The proposed health and medical support group is being pushdgllowing yesterday's release of the draft regional health service
by Grant District Council, which has been at the forefront of thebudget.

health debate over the past 12 months. Grant District Mayor, Do i
Pegler, who is fed up about the lack of information being filteredwIembers might recall that, on 30 May, the local member was

through to the community, said yesterday a public meeting would@Ying, ‘This is not a money issue.” | want the Hon. Paul
be held to ascertain interest in forming such a group. Holloway to remember that the local member, his cabinet
We have had a letter from Grant King—and we know he ha§0!léague, was saying, ‘This is not a money issue.” But the
a good relationship with the local member. | know the Hon Medical services people say that it is. The article further
Terry Roberts has some local knowledge—certainly a loftates:

more than the Hon. Bob Sneath—and Don Pegler, to be fair, In what health chiefs have described as a ‘disappointing budget’,

; ; ‘the state government has under-funded the region by $1.5 million.
has always given the local member a fair go. But even he i hile the region received an extra $1.9 million this financial year,

running out of patience. By this stage the doctors had packegegional Health Service General Manager Tom Neilson said
up and removal vans were going out of the town. The articlgesterday more than $3 million was needed to maintain existing

further states: medical services.

‘It is imperative the community has confidence in its healthWhat we have here is a government confessing. The govern-
service', said Mr Pegler, who explained there was a lot of angst anghent is finally confessing, through its spokespeople, that not
fear in the community about its health services. enough money has been put into the South-East for its
The article continues: regional health services. In the six months that it has come to

Mr Pegler claimed the community's outcry over what wasthe conclusion that it has not put in enough money, three
happening to the city’s health services had been forgotten in thdoctors have gone interstate: three of the most respected

corridors of state parliament. senior surgeons in that community have left that area.
Well, we are remedying that this evening. The article further  Just to get the message through to the local member, the
states: editorial was put on the front page. So, everything was

He claimed the Mount Gambier Hospital board was reluctant tqpackaged up bifhe Border Watcln a nice, neat parcel so

voice its opinions over the health debate because some of ithat the local member could get the message. The article
members were appointed directly by the state government. states:

One would hope that, if this motion is successful, those s a disgrace. The South-East Regional Health Service draft
public servants will gather the courage to come and givéudget handed down yesterday is a disgrace and an insult to the

evidence to the select committee, which will assist inpeople of the South-East and more particularly Mount Gambier,
resolving this Mount Gambier health issue. where the bulk of the budget will be spent. And the blame for the

X ) $1.5 million shortfall for the South-East and about $800 000 for the
The next article inThe Border Watchappeared the \jount Gambier Hospital lies firmly at the feet of the Rann state

following day. This is one of the rare times that the localLabor government. The Rann government is already on the nose over
member would have had to go beyond the front page to picthe surgeon fiasco, and now has even the South-East hospital boards
up the latest news in relation to the medical situation afff side.
Mount Gambier Hospital. On page 3Difie Border Watcof ~ The editor ofThe Border Watclnas not fallen for the three
9 September there is an article by Frank Morello, which iscard trick—the assertion that this has all been caused by a
entitled ‘Hospital chief claims health lobby group un- lack of federal funding. The local community knows where
warranted’. | can only assume that this is a governmerithe blame is to be laid, and it is to be laid fairly and squarely
response. The government is saying to the Grant Districat the feet of the government. The article continues:
Council that there is no need for a lobby group. I will quote  Premier Mike Rann and his health minister Lea Stevens are
the article so that members are fully apprised of this (and ¢labbling in discrimination by unfairly singling out the people of the
am sure that the Hon. Bob Sneath will be terribly interested,SOUth‘EaSt to enable Mr Rann’s government to balance the books.
because | know that he has not read it). The article states:It further states:

A medical lobby group will add confusion to the city’s health It is time to fight back, and that means at the ballot box. The
issue and lead to ‘Chinese whispers’ based on speculation rather tharessage from Mount Gambier and the South-East will be clear. The

fact, according to Mount Gambier Hospital board chair Annpublic will not tolerate politicians, and that includes local member
Mulcahy. for Mount Gambier, Rory McEwen, if they do not fight for the
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community on this issue. If Mr McEwen has the interests of Mount  TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: The honourable member has
Gambier at heart, he should resign from the Labor ministry anghosed his own question. He said that he may have been
return to being a truly independent member—as he was elected. ; ; ; ;

can then take up Mount Gambier’s fight without fear or favour and, anding _back e_md possibly failed the Cc_)mrpunltg/. My
as an Independent, will have more clout. It's times like this Mountcomment is that if he deletes the word ‘possibly’ he has got

Gambier needs its local MP fighting for the community. The cityit pretty well right. He has not possibly abandoned his

deserves no less. responsibility: he has actually abandoned it. He goes on to
One might think that that was a pretty clear message to theay:
local member. The question of going into cabinet was always a difficult one. |

The next day, the Hon. Mr McEwen made a number ofthought I could do more for this community by being in cabinet than
comments in the paper—and | remind members that oRot.. If I can't get this fixed, then there is no point me being in
30 May he was saying that this was not a money issue—ant binet. )
he repeated himself five or six times in the article. In anl have hardly been deluged with phone calls from the local
article entitled ‘I'll fix it, or Il quit, McEwen delivers a ~ Community saying, ‘I reckon we have forgiven the local
non_negotiable budget demand’, as follows: member. It looks like he'’s fa|r|y serious and we won't be

Member for Mount Gambier Rory McEwen has vowed to resiglr]seemg him in his white car for very much longer. The article
from the Rann government's cabinet ministry if more money is notduotes the honourable member as saying:

pc_)ured into the embattled MOUn_t Gambier Hospital. ‘I WI” resign if I was hoping the parties would work through the issues.
this is not resolved. | am not asking him (Treasurer Kevin Foley) foropbviously there is not enough goodwill there, there is not enough
this money. | am demanding this money’ Mr McEwen said. commitment to a shared vision, and that is disappointing.

Mr McEwen was said to have had a crisis meeting withThe article continued:

Mr Foley on Wednesday night. The article continues: Mr McEwen claimed he had made ‘enormous personal sacrifices’

I have told Treasurer Foley this. | have laid it on the line here ando be a minister.

now that we are not taking that cut, end of story. But my demands. . . .
are non-negotiable. There will be enough money. There will be njanlte the Hon. Rory McEwen to list what personal sacri-
cut to the (health) budget. fices he has made to become a minister. Is there some salary

That might ring true if the honourable member had beersacrifice that we are not aware of or some other entitlement
saying something in the six months leading up to th hat he refused? Perhaps the white car is sitting in the garage.

comment in this article. That might ring true if the honourable he electorat(_e understqr)ds that t_he Hon. Rory McEwen has
member had appeared in the media and said, ‘Don't gd?Ot made a single sacrifice for his community. The article
Dr Landy; don’t go, other doctors from Mount Gambier.” But 99€S 0N to say:

he said nothing, other than, on 30 May, ‘This is not a money ‘I think that this community deserves to have a say in cabinet

, ; ; ; ; ecause we can influence the direction of the state,” he said. ‘But if
problem.’ Now he s trying to convince his electorate, bythat is the cost of my key role, which is servicing this community,

saying, ‘Well, now it is a money problem, and I'm going o then the first thing which goes is cabinet. Mr McEwen promised to
go to my mate, the Treasurer, the Hon. Kevin Foley, and asfgrovide a report card after 12 months in cabinet so his constituents
for $1.5 million, and it's all going to be fixed up.’ could decide whether his role had been a ‘plus or minus’ for the
One thing | can say about the electors of Mount Gambieflectorate.
is that they are not stupid. They can tell that this member—He went on to say that he would do it anyway. He did manage
the Hon. Rory McEwen—is being neglectful in representingto secure something, because the health minister, Lea
his constituents and standing up for the interests of the Mouriitevens, will be visiting the South-East, | think for the 11th
Gambier Hospital. He made a number of quite extraordinar§ime since taking up that position, to take a closer look at the
admissions in this article, which states: extraordinary demise in the health services in the South-East
Mr McEwen—who was recruited to the Labor ministry last that she has presided over in the last 12 months.
November—conceded he had been standing back from the issue and The other reaction from the local community is outlined
had possibly failed the community to date. in an opinion piece written by Genni MarstonThe Border
I have news for the honourable member. He has noWatch who writes:
‘possibly’ failed the community: he has completely and  who's telling the truth? Ask member for Mount Gambier Rory
utterly failed the community, to such an extent that he cannd¥icEwen where the buck stops in the region’s health funding
retrieve it. shortfall and he points to the federal government and its lack of
The Hon. J.F. Stefani: He has abandoned it. commitment to health funding. Mr McEwen even accused federal

. member for Barker Patrick Secker of playing silly political games
TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: Yes, abandoned it. He has with his ‘stunt’ of delivering 2 500 letters from South-East residents

sat on his hands— a few weeks ago to Premier Mike Rann’s office expressing their
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: | rise on a point of order. In concerns about declining hospital services in the region.

most other parliaments of the world, comments reflecting oiThe article goes on to report the response on the part of the

other members of parliament, particularly accusations thatderal government that it is providing a 17 per cent increase,

they have neglected their electorate, are totally out of ordewhich is the equivalent of $1 100 for every man, woman and

| believe— child in Australia on top of what it is already spending on

TheHon. R.I. Lucas. How sensitive are you? You spent health services. The paper and the electorate are not buying
eight years saying it. the line that this is the federal government’s fault.

The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: Not in those words. TheHon. J.F. Stefani: And rightly so.

The PRESIDENT: What are the words that you are  TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: As the honourable member
claiming to be objectionable? correctly observes, and rightly so. If members in this place

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: It is the accusation that the want to know what the local community is saying, let me read
member has neglected his electorate or totally abandoned &. couple of local community comments. Gladys Tilley,

ThePRESIDENT: It may be offensive to the honourable Mount Gambier: ‘He doesn’t seem to be doing much for us
member but it is not unparliamentary. in Adelaide.’ David Dedonatis, Mount Gambier: ‘He should
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resign. He needs to focus on this area.’ So David is a very Some extraordinary decisions have been made by the
observant chap. Irene Ploenges of Mount Gambier: ‘| don’bureaucracy. The third, | am told by these doctors, is that the
think he’s doing very much for Mount Gambier at all.’ That standards of medical care for people in the South-East have
is something that | have noted, too, Bie Border Watcdid ~ become second-class. There have been quite a number of

not ring and ask me. different players who have had the opportunity to give
TheHon. RK. Sneath: Did you find three Liberal voters evidence in this place. What | find really distressing is that
down there? bureaucrats within the Mount Gambier and the South-East

TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: Is the Hon. Bob Sneath health system are now issuing proceedings for defamation
saying that all these people are Liberal stooges? So in Mouaind threatening proceedings for defamation against doctors,
Gambier, when the Liberal Party is not busy getting 2 500 ofind vice versa. We now have a very poisonous situation
our members to sign petitions, we are lining up Liberal votergpresided over by the Minister for Health and aided and
who just happen to be interviewed in these street polls? Is thabetted—by the sheer absence of any effort—by the local
what the honourable member is saying? member.

Members interjecting: That is why we on this side have decided to move for the

The PRESIDENT: The Hon. Mr Redford is not having establishment of a select committee, so that we can get to the
a conversation. He will direct his remarks through me. Ibottom of it. | know that the Hon Rory McEwen has wel-
would appreciate it if he would keep to the subject and not beomed my motion. In fact, a press release that he issued today
distracted by interjections. Members on my right will not states:
interject while the speaker is on his feet and we will get  The Minister for Regional Development and member for Mount
through this much more quickly. Gambier—

TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: Thank you, Mr President. | - and he got that in the right order, because his priorities are in
was reading out some of the comments of ordinary locajhat order—
people, ordinary voters, the sort of people who put people likg, ..\ vicEwen i ina MLC. the Hon Anaus Redford’s call for
the Hon. Bob Sneath and me into this place, although thg aslect commitiee mquy ino the Mount Gambier Health Sar-
Hon. Bob Sneath might write off their comments as beingvice.'But why would Mr Redford want to limit the inquiry to start
those of Liberal stooges. Kathryn Jones of Mount Gambiefrom July 20027, he asked. Let's see the whole story, let's follow
said: ‘He should return to his role as local member becauséo on the evidence that the last select committee took in Mount

. - - - . g f ambier in July 2001.
there is nothing happening since he joined the ministry. Not . L L
a lot has happened since this mob got their ministry! AdanMy answer to his assertion is this: we on this side want a
Kemp of Mount Gambier said: ‘I have to go to Adelaide justselect committee, and we want it to get cracking. It has a lot
to get my wisdom teeth out. | think we’d have more of 40f ground to cover and a lot of areas to cover to get to the

chance to fix the health system if Rory quit the ministry and®roblem of why, over the past 12 months, this government
had more time for us.’ could not get three committed surgeons to re-sign a contract

Members interjecting: and continue to provide the medical services described by the

The PRESIDENT: Order! Hon Gail Gago, prior to the last election, as being second-

The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: He didn't talk about public ~ ¢lass, and to continue to provide the medical services that the
funding. He just said that things have declined since th@eople of South Australia have come to demand and expect.
honourable member for Mount Gambier became a membele are not interested in playing politics with this. We want

of the Labor cabinet. That is what he said. to get an outcome. What earthly good would be gained by
Members interjecting: going back beyond July last year? It might enable the Hon
The PRESIDENT: Order! Rory McEwen to address some of the failures that he

The Hon. G.E. Gago: You are a disgrace. administered in the first four years of his term, because he
TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: The honourable member had better access to the then minister than we did. | can
calls me a disgrace. assure members of that.

The PRESIDENT: Order! The Hon. Ms Gago hashada  Members interjecting:
fair go with interjections, and she will come to order. | have | he PRESIDENT: Order!
asked the Hon. Mr Redford to direct his remarks through me, TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: We can go back forever, but
and now | direct him to do so. we are interested in what has happened over the past three,

TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: Through you, sir, | note that Six or 12 months so we can fix that up, so we can move
one of the members opposite has called me a disgrace. |f_f@rward. '_I'hat is what we are interested in. We are interested
is disgraceful for me to stand up in this parliament and fighin @ medical outcome for the people of the South-East of
for people in the South-East and for Mount Gambier and t¢>0uth Australia. We are not interested in protecting the
tell the truth, | plead guilty. If the local member is being political slgm of t'he local member, nor'the political skin of
disgraceful because he has been silent, he can wear tHgme of his cabinet collea_lgues. That is our answer. Indeed,
disgraceful label, too. | make no apologies. As you said, Min his press release he said:

President, when you were standing here on many occasions, The last committee chair, the Hon Dean Brown MP, did not even
| can take the lash. report on the results of that inquiry.

With the Hon. David Ridgway, | met with a number of That is outrageous. He did not report because an election
people last Thursday night. | will not repeat in this forum theintervened. When elections intervene, you cannot report. Mr
stories that | was told, although | expect that there will bePresident, you know that, and members opposite know that.
some evidence, but | found them to be extraordinarilyThe honourable member might think he can fool a couple of
distressing. As the doctors said, the problems are threefoltiis constituents but, frankly, they do not believe anything he
The firstis the funding issue, but it is not the most significantells them anymore.
problem in relation to health services in the South-East. The With that short contribution, | commend the motion. As
second is the bureaucracy. | said in opening, we want to get on with this as quickly as
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possible. The opposition is expecting that we deal with thidas been applying them rigidly. We promise that the Crown
motion as quickly as possible and, in that respect, it preferaon’t apply them rigidly in the future.” My suggestion to the
to have the matter voted upon next week. government is that that is why we do not have regulations
) such as this and that is why good, sensible members of
TheHon. R.K. SNEATH secured the adjournment of the parliament, such as the Hon. John Gazzola, come here and
debate. say that this is a bad regulation and ought to be disallowed.
TheHon. J. GAZZOLA: | rise on a point of order, Mr
VICTIMSOF CRIME President. | do not want to be misrepresented. Indeed, at the
) ) meeting today, we were awaiting more information from the
TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: | move: _ Attorney-General. Will the honourable member at least
That the general regulations under the Victims of Crime Actrepresent accurately what we are saying and doing within the
2001, made on 24 July 2003 and laid on the table of this council O mmittee
16 September, be disallowed. ) .
. _— . TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: | am not talking about—
I will not repeat the statements made earlier in a similar The PRESIDENT: There is no point of order, and it is

; - ; d not purport to know the opinions or the stance of the
succinct speech, and | can read it without troubling Hansar on. Mr Fc)aagzola P
for too long. .He said: ) o TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: For the record, and so that
The committee noted these regulations do not ensure that victimg,e Hon. John Gazzola understands. | am referring only to
of crime who apply for compensation are given adequate assistanc; ’ . . o
in obtaining medical assessment in relation to their claim. fhat he ha§ said publicly. | am .nOt maklng any Comment
about anything he may have said privately at a committee

?Epgoriggsbeftggg?'mtgr?wbljgIstljig\ﬁm?)ﬁ\glsvgecci)ognr?eﬁg eeting, or any change of mind he may have had at that
. SN ing; lamn ing that. | am referrin he f
that these regulations be disallowed. What does the goverrg{)\jeet g; | am not suggesting that. | am referring to the fact

X nat, on Wedn 1 ly 2 h me here and |
ment o7 The governmont comes back, i w allgo o, O, MEGeScay, 16 July 2008, he came here ang
gg%g?ggﬁ?;irgr: not sitting, and repromulgates exactly thiqy: » He stood up and asked us to vote down the regulations.

Mr President, you may have a feeling of deja vu about $Eg ESESJI.DGEAI\\I%I';CI')sLthAe:r't\aA;Proei?lltdgfncgr_deﬁ
this, because it is exactly what the former government did in The Hon. J GAZZOLA' m E th int : inithei
relation to net fishing—and did it a couple of times. | am sure_ . ?[ 0 .t' I - | make the pointagain, irhe is
that you, Mr President, have a very clear recollection. Whago'_?a %IgIIJEOSFDné?\i'I\',Y%'_ . int of ord
has happened is that this government, in the absence of yoy, e - Disagreement s nota point of order.
sir, in its cabinet—a great loss, if | may say so—is now he honourable member can make a contribution in the
adopting the same old tricks as the former government, whicflePate. o _
it so passionately denounced, in repromulgating these 1heHon.A.J. REDFORD: | will quote Hansard This
regulations. is what the Hon. John Gazzola said:

What these regulations do, for those members who have The committee noted that these regulations do not ensure that
not followed the debate so clearly, is prevent claimants going'Ctlms of crime who apply for compensation are given adequate

L . ssistance in obtaining a medical assessment in relation to their
to any doctor. These people are the victims of crime, whong|im.

the Premier says he so passionately supports, about whom rg%h inct and to th int H ina both hi
Attorney-General rings Bob Francis on a daily basis and says,'~ " succinct and to the poin 3 € was expressing both nis
view and that of the committee: that regulations in precisely

‘I am really concerned about victims of crime.” What the ; iselv th ; that tv bef
government is saying is that these people, if they are smash orm—precisely the same form—{nat are curréntly belore
Is parliament are wrong in principle. That was his message.

around, or raped, or assaulted, or have a family memb M
murdered, are not allowed to go to any doctor to get 4¢ May have had achange of mind; | do notknow. I am sure
! hat he will make a contribution later if he has.

medical report. They can go only to the doctor the Attorney- S
General's staff say they can go to. This is outrageous. The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting: .

I know that the Attorney-General is looking at this issue | € Hon. A.J. REDFORD: No, thatis not the case. The
and, in fact, we have heard from him in the LegislativeMnNutes—

Review Committee. As | understand it, the situation is this. The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting:

The PRESIDENT: Order! | draw the honourable The PRESIDENT: The honourable member is not
member’s attention to his responsibilities to reports that ar8elping himself.
being discussed by the Legislative Review Committee, unless An honourable member interjecting:
the member is ready to report. They are generally not TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: | ask the member to with-
canvassed until the committee has made a— draw that.
TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: | am doing it in such a way The PRESIDENT: Order! | did not hear.
that— TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: The honourable member is
The PRESIDENT: | just draw your attention to it. | am interjecting, saying ‘a bit of honesty’, implying that | am not
not troubling the honourable member, but I— being honest in what | am saying, and | ask her to withdraw
TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: | am trying to be careful that.
about this. As | understand the government position (and lam The PRESIDENT: It is not the practice to imply
sure that the government will correct me if | am wrong), it isdishonesty.
this: ‘We pass these regulations. We are sorry, butthe Crown TheHon. G.E. GAGO: | withdraw those comments.
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TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: So that the honourable Since then the government has, with respect to the Victims of Crime
member understands—and | will refresh his memory, becausict, proclaimed regulations identical to the ones previously

; ; _ isallowed.
obviously it needs to be refreshed—I happen to have m9 | understand that the government’s reason for this is the need to

speech notes of that day prepared by the committee for ﬂ]?ave some regulations in place in order to ensure the collection of
Hon. John Gazzola, and they absolutely reflect what was saithe criminal injuries compensation levy from offenders.

These are the notes, and | will read them. | am sorry that | These regulations repeat the provisions which prevent solicitors

have to go through this, but | want to clear this up. The Honacting for plaintiffs from obtaining payment of the costs of obtaining
Mr Gazzola’s notes state: independent medical assessments of a plaintiff’s claim, without prior

i ) authorisation of the Crown Solicitor.

_ The committee noted that these regulations do not ensure that | also note that no regulation has been proclaimed pursuant to the
victims of crime who apply for compensation are given adequateriminal Injuries Compensation Act. Consequently, the old
assistance in obtaining a medical assessment to their claim. regulations exist. As a corollary, increases in solicitors’ costs have

In relation to the victim of crime regulations, the notes stateréverted back to the scale proclaimed in 1987 (3400 in cases where
. . the offenders are not known).
The committee noted that these regulations do not ensure that

victims of crime who apply for compensation are given adequate think this is important because sometimes justice is what is
assistance in obtaining a medical assessment in relation to thedeen to be done and what impressions the government might
claim. give, so | go on to say:

| concede there were some other regulations that we disal- the perception created as a consequence of this is that the failure
lowed in order to give the committee time to consider, and weo increase costs under the Criminal Injuries Compensation Act is
invited the government to repromulgate them. Do you knowa ‘payback’ for the political agitation of the plaintiffs’ solicitors

what the speech notes state in relation to that? They state thigvolved. | have to say, in the absence of some logical and cogent
) ) . explanation, that it is an entirely reasonable conclusion at which to
The committee recommends the disallowance of these regulationgrive. If that were the case, | have no doubt that you would

so that it can consider them in the next session of parliament. Thignderstand the seriousness of the situation and the likely response
will enable it to consider additional information that will be prowded of the majority of the Legis|ati\/e Council. This is particu|ar|y so if

by the Attorney-General in relation to their effect and operation—the Council was to come to the conclusion that this government
and that is what he said in relation to the Listening Deviceg/ould seek to prevent or discourage open and frank submissions to

- . g committees through devices such as this!
Act. So the committee decided that these regulations We'%s | further observe that even under the disallowed regulation, the

offensive, and it unanimously decided that they werg)ay increase only applied to new matters and did not apply to
offensive in the sense of the protocols and the traditions adxisting files where notification had already been given to the Crown
the Legislative Review Committee. Solicitor.

They were certainly not disallowed on the basis that the was pretty fair and square with the Attorney; I laid it right
government could bring them back and the committee needeslit and did not even do a press release. However, | have to
more time to think about them. That is certainly not the casesay that this appeared to me to be an act of bastardry. To be
In that respect, when the Hon. Gail Gago interjects, sheair, the Attorney-General has written back to me and given
should understand that sometimes | do check my facts, angle an assurance (which | accept) that that was not his
I have them all here at my fingertips. So, that is the problemintention, but we have to be careful about how we treat our
When the regulations came back | was very concernedommunity and our citizens, particularly those who take the
because they attacked a couple of legal practitioners. Whaiuble to give evidence to select committees and on occa-
this government did—and not only with these regulations—issions criticise what governments might or might not be doing.
it struck down the right of a victim to get a medical report, \\le have to be very careful, because | have to say that
but that was coupled—in a very suspicious way, | have tgeople like the Matthew Mitchells and the Russell Jamisons
say—uwith fee increases for legal practitioners. of this world have a lot to offer our communities. They are

Mr President, you would be aware—because | know youoing a pretty hard job for a particularly disadvantaged group
are close to people who are victims and the oppressed in i our community, namely, victims of crime. In that sense, it
community—that lawyers have not had their fees increase@ my view that we have to look at this issue very carefully.
in this area since the early 1980s, and they have been | rejation to the victims of crime system, there are a
expected to run some fairly complex personal injury claims,ymper of other concerns which have been expressed to me.
for a fee of about $300 to $400. It has reached the poingjrst | would be grateful if the government would confirm
where it has become absurd. The net effect of this is that thetg some stage—I asked the following question today about
are only about two lawyers left in Adelaide who still take thjs: what is the actual funding situation in regard to victims
these cases. One of those is Matthew Mitchell—as | said 08 ¢rime?—the advice given to me that the government is
a previous occasion, he is a man for whom | have greglg|iecting more money from the victims of crime levy than
regard—and the other is Russell Jamison. Both of thosgig haying out to victims. If that is the case and if at the same
gentlemen work hard for the victims that the Premier and thgme the government is seeking to prevent victims of crime
Attorney-General stand up so regularly and say they suppokyom going to doctors to get medical reports, | find that
but the minute something gets a bit difficult or a cheque hagtrageous. It is not money driving it at all or the government
to be written they abar]donthem. On 29 August last | Wro“’seeking to make a grab and putting its hands fairly and
to the Attorney and said: squarely into the pockets of victims of crime.

Dear Attorney I am also concerned that the Attorney-General's discretion

Re: Criminal injuries compensation and victims of crime . . . . . . :
| have received a letter from a constituent, who is a Iegalls belng exercised in a negative fashion on many occasions

practitioner, in relation to the problems with the regulations undeMhen perhaps more compassion should be applied. So, there
the Criminal Injuries Compensation Act and the Victims of Crimeis a range of issues that | will not go into now which give me

Act. some concern. The Legislative Review Committee is awaiting

As you are aware, the new regulations under both the Criminal, ,; ~ ; o
Injuries Compensation Act and the Victims of Crime Act Wereaéwdence. | understand the Attorney-General is considering

disallowed by parliament some weeks ago. The disallowance wd&€ matter and obviously he will need time to do that, so we
supported by the ALP members and was passed without dissewill not seek a vote on this issue urgently, but the opposition
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expects the Attorney to respond in a timely fashion to theaumber of minor amendments requested by the Surveyor
serious concerns that have been raised by both me and th&Seneral to improve administrative processes. The bill has the
two very senior and able members of the legal profession ofull support of the Institution of Surveyors and has been

behalf of their disadvantaged clients. endorsed by the Survey Advisory Committee. | commend this

) bill to the house. | seek leave to have the explanation of the
TheHon. CARMEL ZOLL O secured the adjournment clauses inserted iHansardwithout my reading it.

of the debate. Leave granted.
SURVEY (MISCELLANEOUS) AMENDMENT BILL Part 1_pre|iminaEr§p'a”at'°” of clauses
o o Clause 1: Short title
TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal Clause 2: Commencement

Affairs and Reconciliation) obtained leave and introduced _ Clause 3: Amendment provisions

i . -of hese clauses are formal.
a bill for an act to amend the Survey Act 1992. Read a first Part 2—Amendment of Survey Act 1992

time. Clause 4: Amendment of section 4—Interpretation
TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: | move: The definitions of company and share are deleted and new defini-
That this bill be now read a second time. tions inserted relevant to the imposition of obligations on surveying

. . . . . services providers—entities that provide surveying services through
The Survey Act provides for the licensing and registration ofkhe instrumentality of a surveyor.
surveyors and makes provisions relating to the surveying of Clause 5: Amendment of section 12—Fees and levies

land boundaries. Only surveyors licensed under the act capfction 12 requires the Institution of Surveyors to prepare a
atement of account of fees and levies received under the Act in

undertake surveys of land boundaries. The act came In@spect of each calendar year. This is altered to each financial year.
effect on 1 January 1993. ) Clause 6: Amendment of section 13—Annual report

The legislation was recently reviewed as part of the state’This amendment requires the annual report to relate to a financial
commitment to the competition principles agreement. Whileyear rather than a calendar year.

; i«la. Clause 7: Insertion of section 13A
the review generally commented favourably on the IeglslalsA' Delegations

tion, it identified that certain restrictions relating to the the new section enables the Institution of Surveyors to delegate
licensing and structure of the companies were anti-competfunctions or powers under this Act to a member of the Institution or
tive. It concluded that these restrictions had little to do witha committee established by the Institution. It does not allow
surveying land boundaries and were an unnecessary intrusigidelegation by that member or committee.

: . . . Clause 8: Amendment of section 14—Obligation to be licensed
into the business operations of companies that employeg place survey mark

licensed surveyors to provide boundary surveying servicesthis amendment clarifies that the offence is committed by the person
The review recognised the need to continue to proteciho personally places a survey mark on or in land without being

licensed surveyors from an employer exerting undudicensed. (Thereisto be no offence where a survey is carried out by

influence over the surveyor to perform surveys in an inapproan unlicensed person or company acting through the instrumentality

. ” “of a licensed surveyor or a person acting under the supervision of a
priate or unprofessional manner. These matters are dealt Wlﬁbensed surveyor.)

in the bill. The requirement for company licences or registra- Clause 9: Amendment of section 15—Obligation to be licensed

tion is removed and so also are the provisions imposin@f carry out cadastral survey for fee or reward i
special obligations on companies he section is amended to enable a cadastral survey to be carried out

. . . for fee or reward by an unlicensed person or company acting through
A company or other entity that provides surveyingihe instrumentality of a licensed surveyor or a person acting under

services through the instrumentality of a surveyor will bethe supervision of a licensed surveyor. o

subject to disciplinary provisions and it will be an offence for_Clause 10: Amendment of section 21—Applications

such an entity to direct or pressure a surveyor to act unIawfuHfg‘éflgé“gﬂgTe%?;{faﬁ%msgg;‘iggga' to the change to financial years for

ly, improperly, negligently or unfairly in relation to the "“cjause 11° Amendment of section 22—Grant of licence or
provision of surveying services. registration
Prior to 1993, the registration and licensing of surveyorsrhe subsection dealing with company applications for a licence or

) ; gistration is deleted.
was carried out by a statutory board established under tH& Clause 12 Amendment of section 24—Duration and renewal

Surveyors Act 1975' The Survey Act 1992 ,altered thiSThis amendment provides for licences and registration to run for

arrangement and introduced a co-regulatory regime where thi@ancial years rather than calendar years.

Institution of Surveyors is responsible for the licensing and Clause 13: Amendment of section 26—Continuing education

disciplining of surveyors, and the government, through thd his amendment is consequential to the change to financial years for
3 ) ; . icence and registration periods.

Surveyor Qengral, sets and monitors surveying standards.™" |3 se 14 Substitution of Part 3 Division 3:

The Institution of Surveyors has requgStGO! amendmentsivision 3—Special provisions relating to surveying services
to the act to improve administrative and disciplinary procedproviders o _ _
ures. These amendments include a change in the reportigg-Improper directions, etc., to surveyor by surveying services
and licensing periods from a calendar year to a financial ye r?g'ﬁg\sv section provides that it is an offence for a person who
basis and clarification of the authority of the institution t0 yrqyides (or who occupies a position of authority in a trust or
delegate its investigating powers. The institution intends t@orporate entity that provides) surveying services through the
delegate its power to direct investigations to a small subcorrinstrumentality of a surveyor to direct or pressure the surveyor to act
mittee of members. unlawfully, improperly, negligently or unfairly in relation to the

S — provision of surveying services.
The bill will also remove the powers of the Institution of ™ “cj5ge 15: Amendment of section 34—Proper cause for disci-

Surveyors to reprimand surveyors and place all disciplinarylinary action
hearings within the jurisdiction of the District Court. These The amendment to section 34(1) clarifies that a surveyor is liable to
amendments are designed to separate the investigative abRydisciplined if the surveyor has failed to exercise proper care in any

. - ect of carrying out a survey, including establishing survey marks
complaint processes from the hearing process to ensure t preparing a plan or record of the survey.

there is no issue of compromising principles of natural” "The new subsections provide that a surveying services provider,
justice, equity and fairness. The bill also implements aor occupier of a position of authority in a trust or corporate entity that
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is a surveying services provider, is liable to be disciplined if there haFhe next annual report of the Institution of Surveyors is to cover a

been a contravention or failure to comply with the Act. 6 or 18 month period to accommodate the change from calendar year
Clause 16: Amendment of section 35—Complaints reporting to financial year reporting.
The amendment is consequential to the extension of the disciplinary Schedule 2—Statute law revision amendments of Survey Act 1992
provisions to surveying services providers. The Schedule contains statute law revision amendments.
Clause 17: Amendment of section 36—Investigations by Insti-
tution of Surveyors TheHon. G.E. GAGO secured the adjournment of the

These amendments are, in part, consequential to the extension of tag
disciplinary provisions to surveying services providers. The
amendments also extend the range of investigative powers available
to the Institution of Surveyors by enabling the investigator to ask ADDRESSIN REPLY
questionshto_ identify who car&ied out a survey and to require é;my
person who is in a position to do so to answer questions or produce : : ;
records or equipment relevant to the matter under investigation. Adjou.rned debate on motion for adoption.

Clause 18: Amendment of section 37—Consequence of investi- (Continued from 16 September. Page 75.)
gation by Institution of Surveyors
The power of the Institution of Surveyors to reprimand a person  TheHon. JM.A. LENSINK: First, | want to congratulate

under investigation is removed. If the Institution is satisfied that 4q, Excellency, Marjorie Jackson-Nelson, for her superb

person should be disciplined, the matter must be referred to the ~ . . . e

Administrative and Disciplinary Division of the District Court.  Carfiage in the community and the terrific job she does. I also
Clause 19: Amendment of section 38—Disciplinary powers ofongratulate His Excellency, the Lieutenant-Governor, Bruno

Court Krumins, on his delivery and commitment to the people of

These amendments are consequential to the extension of tl®outh Australia.

disciplinary provisions to surveying services providers and enable . .
the Court to prohibit a person from carrying on business as a | acknowledge the passing of former members of this

surveying services provider or occupying a position of authority inParliament: the Hon. Murray Hill, the Hon. Trevor Crothers

a trust or corporate entity that is a surveying services provider. and Mr David Boundy. The only one with whom | had much
Clause 20: Amendment of section 40—Restrictions on discontact was the Hon. Trevor Crothers. Had | been able to

?_‘;]g'f;erﬂé’neéfno:; makes it an offence for a surveying SelrViceunderstand what he was saying most of the time, | believe |

provider to knowingly employ or engage a disqualified person tqﬁlou'd have known him to have quite a voracious sense of

provide surveying services. umour. We pass on our condolences to their families and are
Clause 21: Amendment of section 44—Investigations bgad to see their passing.

Surveyor-General As a new member of this chamber a number of people

This amendment extends the power of the Surveyor-General tg,ye gsked me, since my appointment, what particular issues

bate.

investigate a matter in the same way as the power of the Institutio -

of Surveyors to investigate is extended. Hq | .t.hlnk should be changed and where W0u|.d | set my
Clause 22: Amendment of section 51—Surveys within Confusddiorities. One of the things that comes up continuously in

Boundary Area conversation with people within the community is the subject

This amendment makes a slight adjustment to notification requireaf industrial relations, in particular, the WorkCover
ments relating to approval of a plan to change boundaries within €orporation
Confused Boundary Area. ' . . .

The amendment removes the requirement to have a second round 1 N€ Hon. SandraKanck: You associate with some
of notices if no objections are received to the original proposal téstrange people if that's the conversation.

change the boundaries and the original plan is approved without The Hon. J.M.A. LENSINK: Well, they are the good

modification. -
Since the right to appeal against approval of a plan is determineBGOpIe who are employing the men and women of our

by entitlement to receive the notice, the amendment means thPCiety, as well as some employees who have been disrupted
appeals will be limited to persons who object to the original proposaby the system. However, | will get to that later. Workplace

to change the boundaries, persons who hold a relevant interegtlations issues are absolutely critical to our competitiveness,
affected by a modification of the original proposal and persons whes is the sound functioning of the WorkCover Corporation for

ﬁr(_:sq[ur:roeﬂﬁerdellevant interest in the land after the original proposal Bur prosperity and our ability to retain young people in this

Clause 23: Insertion of sections 55A and 558 state. This has been identified by the Economic Development
55A.Victimisation Board as absolutely critical. To quote from the Lieutenant-
This section makes it an offence for a person to cause detriment 8overnor’s speech:
another for disclosing information or making an allegation giving
rise to proceedings (including disciplinary action) against the persorn,
under the Act. fin

'55B.Vicarious liability for offences _ _ Accompanying that there has been an announcement of a
This section provides that each person occupying a position a0 per cent increase in the number of workplace safety
authority in a trust or corporate entity guilty of an offence against thqn spectors
Act is also guilty of an offence. p :

Clause 24: Amendment of section 61—Summary offences I note from the latest WorkCover annual report that there
This amendment removes the provision classifying offences againbias actually been a decrease in the incidence of workplace
the Act. This is a matter now dealt with by tBemmary Procedure injuries from, on average, 50 000 per annum in the 1990s to

Act 1921 The amendment excludes expiable offences (which hav ; _ : ;
been introduced in the regulations) from the provision extendingthg1 000 in 2001-02. Given that we would have a higher

The government is committed to reducing workplace deaths,
ess and disease.

period for prosecution to 2 years. number of employees since then, that is commendable. |
Schedule 1—Transitional provisions commend employees, employers and, indeed, organisations
Clause 1: Companies such as the Safer Industries Program within Workcover for
Companies are to be removed from the registers. the initiatives aimed at those objectives.
Clause 2: Licences and registrations | want to highlight to the council the primary objects of

Current licences and registrations are to be able to be renewed f ; : .
either 6 or 18 months to accommodate the change from calendar ye%ctlon 12 of the WorkCover Corporation Act 1994:

terms to financial year terms. (a) to reduce. . the incidence and the severity of work-related
Clause 3: Annual reports injuries; and
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(b) to ensure, as far as practicable, the prompt and effectiveeen a number of clients at the two-year review stage. His
;%t:jabilitation of workers who suffer work-related injuries; gssessment is that by then little progress can be made,

(c) to provide fair compensation for work-related injuries; and Yr‘:huerreise IIn?ehtazzegztleed tg“ﬁgfs aFtQ, eZﬁZ’tiéh;esi e@grrr:tehr?t %OSt

(d) to keep employers’ costs to the minimum that is consisten{ 14"y g . P- . Dy
with the attainment of the objects mentioned above. people who have expertise and a commitment to resolution

. . will assist workers to get back to work or to move on.
| think that from the evidence we can say that (a) has been Alternative duties is another area which is fraught with

delivered on (reducing the incidence) and, at times, (C) (Qyifficuity, and that relates to section 58B of the act. The
prow?e .?ltrhcomp densatlon forﬂ;nJ:Jtrrl]es), bltjt on (?) .?nd (Iotl)ﬁ I experience of the aged-care industry is probably not different
ama 'Elal b € eX'. ﬁ?cﬁtsgytsh ta de Sﬁ.em IS failing. t thaom that of many workplaces in which there is little diversity
rec]iendyd el'enb'l'{g r|19 ebl a unte][ IS govern_mer: I Bf tasks, making it difficult to provide alternative duties from
unfunaed flabiity has biown out rom approXimately ,,qa that the injured worker is unable to perform. Similarly,
$85 m|II|on_ to over $400 million. Wlthout urgent action to , o1 husiness with few employees may not have the space
adf[iress ﬂ:'s problemi the bl(i\;]v-out W'III no fdgubtﬂl])eAlurr:per r capacity to provide additional places. An overly optimistic
?hn 0 ekr]np oyerlf_ odr efie _lon ¢ € people of sou ustra I%xpectation often leads to aggravation between the parties and
rough some kina ot bail out. is the subject of many complaints to claims agents.

To return to the objectives of WorkCover. Firstly,  tnere is also the issue of stigma. Workers’ compensation
regarding the prompt and effective rehabilitation of claims,g 5 \ery complex field and it has a dubious reputation for all

one thing | would like to highlight is the need for early o ties” who find themselves involved in it. There are
intervention, with which no-one would disagree. Itm'n'm'sesmindboggling stories of inefficiency: stories of arrogance

the suffering of the worker and the costs to the system angyom corporation staff in dealing with both employees and

most importantly, effective early intervention leads to betteremployers; many stories about people who abuse the system:

long-term outcomes through fewer sequelae and a more rapif jitimately, there can be a great deal of conflict between
return to work. | commend WorkCover on & new Service,naries. Employees and employers are afraid of getting stuck
which is to be introduced in October, called EarIyCIalm,-#n that vortex. Clearly, they lack confidence in the system.
Wh!Ch is obviously aimed at encouraging faster lodgmentof | | now of situations where an employee successfully
claims. _ o _ claimed to have sustained an injury from pulling a plug out
As in most fields, something like the 80/20 rule applies.of 5 sink; and another who claimed to have received an
In residential aged care (a field with which | am quite glectric shock in spite of the wiring being found not to be
familiar), actuarial calculations show that injuries to WOI’keI‘Sfau|ty atall. Employers who challenge such claims may find
who spend more than two weeks away from work result ipat it suddenly turns into a stress claim—even if the original
85 per cent of claims costs. There are a number of psych@qaim is not verified. Employers will also tell you that injuries
logical, physical and statistical tools that can identify at leasteem to occur on a Monday—the day after the weekend
some of the likely longer-term and more complex claims, an ardening and sporting activities.
I would say they need to be fast tracked. Early identification” |n order to restore confidence the government needs to
also depends on an efficient system and timely processing ghprove the system'’s integrity, because only then will the
claims. This is beginning to blow out and cause somgenuine claimants not be subjected to discriminatory labelling
difficulties. as rorters or bludgers. Claims need to be more closely
With regard to rehabilitation and return to work plans, wescrutinised at the front end when the claim is first lodged with
need closer scrutiny to ensure that ongoing treatment ig GP. | suggest that prescribed medical certificates be
effective rather than giving false hope to workers andapproved only by medicos who have some level of expertise
suffering a cost to the system of something that is nofn the field, such as through an accreditation system. Because
working. of the rorter and bludger stigma, genuine workers are often
WorkCover's web site states that it requires its medicahfraid of becoming victimised or they are not taken serious-
and rehab providers to be accurate and clear in their diagnogis—which is hardly conducive to their recovery.
and to assist the worker’s return to work program, and that | highlight to the chamber a case which has come to my
is commendable. As a health professional, | would argue thatttention since | was appointed. A lady, who shall be known
the best way to ensure higher accuracy would be to ensureag Ms A, was the victim of bureaucracy and a lack of interest
level of specialisation in all the fields of discipline involved. by the WorkCover system. Ms A was an occupational health
This is critical for medical officers who may be involved in and safety representative, and she was the victim of an unfair
the initial claim through to the two-year review stage, not jusidismissal claim—which she successfully won after leaving
for allied health professional service providers, as seems tger employment, obviously. The circumstances were such
be the situation. Medical and health professionals who do nahat she made a stress claim. The claim could not be accepted
normally work within the system may not have an appreciwithout a psychiatrist’s report. She had to go through several
ation of the detriment to the client’s recovery if they do notphone calls in order to obtain one, but she was not successful.
provide their reports on time. | will refer to a particular casewhen she called her case worker, strangely enough, he was
in which a worker with a stress claim had all sources ofalways on training, and the corporation itself, which she
income suspended because she had this difficulty in obtainingrned to in some form of desperation, was just not interested.
a report from a psychiatrist. She went to Centrelink because she did not have any income.
Closure can be quite difficult to obtain in this system.It was unable to help her because, supposedly, she was a
There is a merry-go-round of appointments, conciliationWorkCover client. She is a single mother who has had to
meetings, attempts to find alternative duties and trying tdunk up with a friend because she has no source of income.
force incapacitated people to do things beyond their capabili-ask the government whether this is its form of social justice.
ty; and it does not allow people to move onto the next stage In relation to keeping costs to a minimum, obviously these
of their life. Recently, | spoke to a spinal surgeon who hagproblems within the system just increase the overall cost,
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which ultimately is borne by employers and the communityAnother huge issue is in the labour hire section. The escalat-
and which results in fewer places for new employees. It wasg trend affecting labour hire is WorkCover’s pursuit of third
designed as an income support safety net, which | understamperty recoveries through the public liability insurance of the
is different from the systems that operate in all other statesost employer who has engaged a casual worker who has
It is an unrealistic goal. It is a lifetime disability support been injured on their site. | would suggest that a flexible work
pension. The commonwealth government must think thaforce is critical to South Australia’s international competitive-
members of the South Australian parliament have rocks imess, particularly in manufacturing, due to its cyclical nature.
their heads, because it has set up a system which is a massMany workers prefer the nature of casual employment
cost shift and which is the South Australian parliament’s owrbecause they receive a loading and have more flexible
design. Itis not sustainable for this state to carry on providingvorking hours. And why should they not have that choice?
payments ad infinitum, and it is a huge risk to our economy. On-hired employees have an advantage over permanent

There are also issues of liability in that employers can betaff who work with them side by side in that they are already
held 100 per cent liable for an injury, even if the contributionable to claim through the labour hire company’s WorkCover.
from their work site is as little as 1 per cent; and even if theThey are also able to sue through common law, which
worker had a prior undisclosed workplace or sporting injuryenables them to double dip on the system. Itis suggested that
As a no-fault system, it does not encourage people to takeot only has WorkCover been recovering all its costs, and not
responsibility for their co-workers as the liability, strangely a proportion of its costs, from settlements, but it has also
enough, always falls back on the employer. encouraged some injured workers to pursue damages claims.

An emerging issue in the aged-care industry is that violenThe pursuit of common law claims presents a costly process
behaviour in residents can trigger responses in some workefgr host employers, and a number choose to settle, not as an
who have been abused earlier in their lives. While | haveadmission of guilt, but to save the cost of going to court.
every sympathy for all victims of abuse, it does not follow Strangely enough, insurers are saying, ‘Enough is enough’,
that the system can be held responsible for actions that toand host firms are paying through the nose on public liability.
place before someone set foot on that work site. Furthermor§ome brokers charge up to three times the equivalent in
WorkCover is often used as a way out of other industriainsurance of a comparable WorkCover levy. They have
problems, such as workplace bullying, that may exist. Undeintroduced restrictive clauses to policies, and there is a strong
the law, co-workers, as well as employers, have responsibilsuggestion that there is some exploitation of common law
ties to one another, and all these issues should not brgghts by elements of the legal fraternity who are known, in
sidestepped through the lodgement of a WorkCover stregbe vernacular, as ‘ambulance chasers’, as well as WorkCover
claim. trying to recover these costs.

In relation to levies, penalties and classifications, two days WorkCover provided statistics over 12 months ago, which
ago the Hon. David Ridgway spoke about a case in which andicated that 90 per cent of its recoveries are employee
business’s levy has been nearly doubled from approximatehyitiated, and the reminder are pursued by WorkCover. There
4.9 per centto 9.1 per cent due to one single claim of $15 008 some concern about the accuracy of those figures, as there
by someone who was not even an employee of that companyas a flurry of agent activity identifying to WorkCover
Cases of the penalty system imposing additional charges opbtential third party claims over $5 000 over 12 months ago.
of proportion with the company’s safety record and costs ar@he insurance industry apparently has contradictory evidence,
rife. Employers are often also mystified by the classificatioras it is dealing with WorkCover recovery claims daily. The
to which their company has been attributed. For instance, theffect of all this is that host firms who employ staff through
residential housing industry has been grouped for classificdabour hire firms are either taking a huge risk or are paying
tion purposes with the commercial construction industry—aa huge premium. Industries with fluctuations in demand, such
much higher risk industry, which naturally incurs higheras housing, wine and manufacturing, are being restricted in
costs. This leads to cross-subsidisation and an unfair impostsponding to demand. Casual employment, however, runs
on workplaces which have a good safety record. Furthermorepunter to the philosophy of the ALP and the union move-
other issues, such as whether employees aged over 70 anent, which is nationally seeking to undermine casual
covered, need to be clarified. The levy is still paid butemployment. | would suggest that this activity will stagnate
workers cannot obtain consistent advice from WorkCover agrowth in this state. Within the last 18 months, several South
to what their situation is. Australian manufacturers have not made decisions to put on

Under this government we have seen the long tentacles afdditional shifts because they are unsure of the future
the minister tighten their grip on the corporation and thedirection of workers compensation or of internal WorkCover
tentacles of the corporation tighten on workplaces. | underpolicies.
stand that no exemptions have been granted in the past year, The Stanley Review, in fact, raised this trend with some
despite applicants’ meeting the required criteria. Similarlyconcern, and has recognised an increased requirement for
there is a recommendation that the agents be dispensed withat is called ‘hold harmless’ insurance (and | quote from
and that the functions for case management be brought bagklume 2):
into the WorkCover Corporation. | suggest that is not a The review understands that several bodies have made represen-
pragmatic and sensible decision but, rather, ideological anttion to the government that section 54 is inequitable and unjust. It

all about control. Industries in this state are terrified that ifiS asserted that WorkCover's right of recovery under section 54 in
s present form, and WorkCover’s policy of pursuing third party

this happens it will lead t'o mere processing of Clalm§, rathe\l';[vrongdoers for full recovery jeopardises the way in which business
than management of claims. The tail in the system will nevejs done, and further jeopardises the future existence of labour hire
be resolved,; it will be back to the bad old days when Work-irms in the state. It is said that this is because ‘host employers’
Cover was managing it all and it was a disaster. ... areinsisting upon contractual terms to the effect that labour hire

; <firms will indemnify them against any common law liability that they
A number of outsourced agents provide employers Wlﬂi‘nay incur as a third party wrongdoer. Itis said that some insurers are

a choice, and WorkCover can utilise performance criteria tq jonger prepared to insure against this liability and that insurance
control the agents. | suggest that that is a sensible systens.difficult and expensive and in some cases impossible to obtain.
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The issue is particularly invidious because, under the act,seek leave to have the second reading explanation inserted
there is no allocation of proportional liability. Again | quote: in Hansardwithout my reading it.

A third party wrongdoer whose fault was a minor cause of the ~L€ave granted.
injury may be required to bear the whole of the cost of workers’  Universities in this State and elsewhere are facing significant
compensation, while the more substantial fault of the employer ighallenges to their operation; very few of these are academic. The
ignored. most serious challenge for our universities is to continue to provide

: P ; : n innovative research and educational program with dwindling
In the previous government, minister Armitage reCOgrllse(?esources provided by the Commonwealth Government. In recent

this problem with third party recoveries and appointed &mes universities have had to rely more and more on income derived
working party, which came up with three recommendationsfrom student fees and commercial activities, or reduce the volume
Under the Labor government, this process has stagnated. \&ed scope of their operations.

have seen another review. and no decision has been made. So.The University of Adelaide has acknowledged that the current
P . : .~ structure and processes of the Council are not conducive to making
two years later, employers in this state, including the On'h'reéptimum decisions about either its academic program or its

industry, have been struggling with this problem, which, if commercial activities. The University is seeking to amend its Act to
not addressed soon, will surely eat away at the economic bagwe its Council similar constituency and power as Flinders
of our state. University and the University of South Australia.

This loophole al tch traini h While the Government sees the need for the University to have
is loophole also catches group training schemes angle freedom to operate within a more corporate structure. it is im-

other parties. | understand that a case that is about to h@rtant for the University to meet community obligations and
pursued by WorkCover involves a situation where arexpectations for a higher education institution. This Bill therefore,
employee of a ship building company was injured. Thagstablishes clearer lines of decision-making including powers of

L - . elegation while imposing heavy penalties for breaches of propriety
company is insolvent, so WorkCover is going to pursue th§.zing to loss or damage to the University. The Bill gives protection

landlord—the people who own the building—and the injurypy statute to the University's name and devices, and removes
has nothing to do with the design of the building or therestrictions on the disposal of freehold property, that is land owned
behaviour of the landlord. But, again, we have the ambulan%the University but excluding land given in trust such as the North

: : : rrace, Waite and Roseworthy campuses, so that it may operate
chaser mentality where the one with the deepest pockets is the competitively in a commercial environment.

one who is pursued. The Bill recognises the value of the Academic Board, the
Group training schemes, which take on apprenticeships inniversity graduate association and the Students Association of the
building, mechanics and engineering, are also suffering thiniversity of Adelaide Incorporated by making the presiding officer

- P f each arex officiomember of the University Councll. It also allows
same circumstances as labour hire firms. We all know thgor the election of two graduate members to replace the current

difficulties that we have in hiring electricians, plumbers andsenate members.
so forth, and in the building trade this could be a great The Bill will disband the Senate as a formal body of review
tragedy for our state, if employers are unable to take omithough this role will be undertaken through other means. | take this

; e sApportunity to thank Senate members, and to recognise the contribu-
apprentices because of WorkCover and this issue of th"ﬁon the Senate has made to the University for more than 100 years.

party wrong doers. The removal of the Senate gives effect to the Council as the central
| see a bleak future for WorkCover because of thedecision-making body in the University. _ _
spiralling costs and a lack of leadership within the govern- In line with the other universities, the Bill provides for the

; At University of Adelaide to confer honorary awards on those whom
ment. .I would have to say at this po”.“ In my career that, If}he University thinks merit special recognition.
there is one thing that needs to be fixed, it is that. Lack of “rhe adelaide University Union is established under the current
confidence in the system is hurting injured workers and if thexct to provide necessary services to students. The Government is
Labor Party wants to suggest that it helps workers, it needsommitted to preserving the autonomy of the Union but recognises

to urgently look at the way in which it deals with them the need for the University Council to have sufficient information

- r setting the fee for union membership. The Bill will ensure the
through the WorkCover system, because it does not work f‘{.ﬁnion regorts its financial position to thep Council.

them any more than it does for employers. The Chancellor of University of Adelaide proposed amending the
Itis an inefficient system, and WorkCover needs to focusiniversity legislation in April 2002. A Discussion Paper containing
on its core business of rehabilitation and return to work. Irfh€ University's proposed amendments was circulated for public

: P . T onsultation in June 2002. Over 30 written submissions were
its current situation, it is unsustainable, and it might need t‘?eceived on proposed amendments and a series of meetings were

be held more accountable via an organisation such as APRfeld with interested parties. This Bill reflects the University's
and be put on the same footing as private sector insurancgiginal proposals, tempered by the various consultations and
companies. Industry in this state desperately needs tHglbmissions.

government to act on the sensible recommendations con- ' commend this Bill to the House.

tained in chapter 12 of the Stanley report. WorkCover needs p, ¢ 1_Pre”mm;§planat'on of clauses

a CEO, and it also needs a minister who will recognise the clause 1: Short titie
flaws in the system and who will take positive action to  Clause 2: Commencement

amend them, rather than attempting to extend his control. _ Clause 3: Amendment provisions
These clauses are formal.

- Part 2—Amendment of University of Adelaide Act 1971
TheHon. J.SL. DAWKINSsecured the adjournmentof - <. 4" Amendment of section 3—Interpretation
the debate. This clause amends, deletes and inserts a number of definitions.
Clause 5: Amendment of section 4—Continuance and powers of
UNIVERSITY OF ADELAIDE (MISCELLANEOUS) University . . . )
AMENDMENT BILL This clause clarifies the composition of the University, and provides
that the University may, with the exception of certain land vested in
the University under a number of specified Acts, deal with

Second reading. University Grounds in the manner it thinks fit. The clause further
TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal clarifies that the University is not an instrumentality or agency of the
Affairs and Reconciliation): | move: Crown, and that the University may exercise its powers within or

o ) outside of the State, including overseas.
That this bill be now read a second time. Clause 6: Repeal of section 5
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This clause repeals section 5, a provision dealing with discriminamaximum penalty of a fine of $20 000 and, in the case of proposed
tion, as the subject is properly dealt with under specific legislatiorsection 16, imprisonment for four years.
at both the State and Federal level. Clause 18: Repeal of sections 18 and 19
Clause 7: Insertion of sections 5A and 5B This clause repeals sections 18 and 19 of the principal Act.
This clause inserts new sections 5A and 5B into the principal Act.  Clause 19: Amendment of section 21—The Adelaide University
These measures establish a degree of protection for the intellectudhion
property of the University; in particular the title of the University, This clause provides that the Adelaide University Union must
the logo or logos used by the University and the combination of titleprovide certain financial information to the Council, and the dates
and logo, which is defined by the measure as an "official symbol"by which that information must be provided. This enables the
Together, the Bill defines these as being "official insignia". A Council to ensure that the fees set by the union are appropriate. The
number of offences are created under new section 5B relating to thdause also provides that the union must not set fees except with the
use of official insignia without the permission of the University. The approval of the Council.
maximum penalty for contravention of section 5B is a fine of $20  Clause 20: Amendment of section 22—Statutes and rules
000. This clause makes consequential amendments by removing refer-
Clause 8: Amendment of section 6—Power to confer awards ences to the Senate. The clause also provides the Council with the
This clause provides that the University may confer an academipower to constitute and regulate the Academic Board, and other
award jointly with another University, and may also confer anboards of the University. The clause further provides that the Council
honorary academic award on a person who the University think§an specify that certain offences be tried by a tribunal established by
merits special recognition. The clause also makes a number &tatute of the University.

amendments of a minor technical nature. This clause also clarifies the procedure for variation or revocation
Clause 9: Amendment of section 7—Chancellor and Deput@f a statute or rule, and clarifies that a statute does not come into
Chancellors operation until confirmed by the Governor.

This clause amends section 7 of the principal Act so that there will  The clause also removes the reference to "regulations” from
only be one Deputy Chancellor appointed. The Deputy Chancellogection 22. ]
so appointed will hold office for a term of two years rather than the_  Clause 21: Amendment of section 23—By-laws _
current four year term. This clause clarifies certain by-law making powers in relation to
Clause 10: Amendment of section 8 traffic control and trespassers. The clause also provides that a by-law
This clause clarifies the role of the Vice Chancellor as the principalnust be sealed with the seal of the University, and transmitted to the
academic officer and chief executive of the University, responsiblé>overnor for confirmation. The clause also inserts new subsection
for academic standards, management and administration of t{&), which states, for the avoidance of doubt, that section 10 of the

University. Subordinate Legislation Act 19%pplies to a by-law made under
Clause 11: Amendment of section 9—Council to be governing€ction 23. . .

body of University Clause 22: Amendment of section 24—Proceedings

This clause inserts a requirement that the Council must in all mattersis clause provides that a staff member, as well as a student, may

endeavour to advance the interests of the University. be tried by a tribunal established by statute of the University.
Clause 12: Amendment of section 10 Clause 23: Amendment of section 25—Report

This clause substitutes a clarified power of delegation, including 4 NiS clause removes the reference to "regulation” in section 25.

ower of subdelegation where the instrument of delegati Schedule—Transitional Provisions . .
Brovides. 9 9alion SGe” Schedule makes transitional provisions in relation to the

Clause 13: Amendment of section 11—Conduct of business of thaembers of the Council whose offices are to be vacated, and the
Council ’ members of the Council who are to assume office.

This clause provides that a quorum of the Council consists of one
half of the total number of Council members plus one (ignoringany  The Hon. G.E. GAGO: | am very pleased to rise in

fraction resulting from the division). ‘e hi ;
This clause also makes a consequential amendment due to t| gpport of this bill. The proposed amendments are aimed at

reduction of Deputy Chancellors to one under this Bill. bringing the governing structure of the University of Adelaide
Clause 14: Amendment of section 12—Constitution of Counciinto line with the two other South Australian universities. In
This clause provides for three neex officio members of the other words, the University of Adelaide wants to amend its
bresiding member of the StLdents ASscciation of he Univeraty opITent act to give ts council a similar consfituency and
Adelaide Incorporated and the presiding member of the Gradua Oowers to those of Flinders Unlvgrsny and th,e. University of
Association. outh Australia. Across the nation, universities have been
The clause provides for two new Council members to be electefacing increasing financial challenges under the appalling
from the graduates of the University, replacing the membergurrent federal government cuts. Cuts to funding have meant

pre‘#ﬁgi‘ﬁfi S'S%‘:gfgopy the Senate. that universities have had to struggle to continue to provide

makes a consequential amendment by removing the provisiof{!® high quality of service that years of tradition, hard work
for members to be elected by the now-abolished Senate and good policy have established. This has necessitated a

reduces the number of members elected from the academghange in the governing approach of many universities,

staff to two Adelaide university being no exception.

reduces the number of members elected from the student . . . . . .

body to two The University of Adelaide, like other universities across
amends the term of certain members the nation, it is sad to say, have had to rely less and less on

- makes other minor technical and consequential amendmentsommonwealth government funding and more and more on
Clause 15: Amendment of section 13—Casual vacancies  an income derived form of student contributions in the form

This clause inserts a new subsection (3a) into section 13 of th : s S - .
principal Act dealing with a casual vacancy in the office of a membe f fees and commercial activities to maintain their operations.

appointed under proposed section 13@1) The necessary Sh|ﬁ by the University Of Ade|a|de to a more
Clause 16: Amendment of section 14—Saving clause corporate approach towards governance also needs to be
This clause clarifies section 14 by providing that a decision oraccompanied by a reassessment of its current governing
proceeding of the Council is not invalid simply because of a defeckyy,ctures
in the appointment of any member of the Council. o . .
Clause 17: Insertion of sections 15 to 17B The existing structure of the council and senate noticeably
This clause inserts proposed sections 15, 16, 17, 17A and 17B. Thebelong to a bygone era. Importantly, this bill proposes to
proposed sections reflect amendments tdthiglic Corporations Act ;ring the University of Adelaide’s governing structures into

1993currently before Parliament, and provide for a greater level of: B
honesty and accountability in respect of Council members, i ine with the need for a more corporate management ap-

keeping with the increasingly commercial nature of the operation®roach. It will introduce provisions for addressing conflicts
of the Council. Contraventions of the proposed sections carry af interest, care and diligence, good faith for council mem-
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bers and broaden the provision for the council to delegate itSydney and Adelaide with gas obtained from the Moomba
powers. gas fields.

Given the shift towards a more commercially driven  That certainty was facilitated by ratifying an indenture
system of governance, these amendments will also introdudeetween the government and producers that clarified several
necessary measures forimproved financial accountability fgroints, including: that the joint marketing of the gas produc-
the Adelaide University Union. They will enable the univer- ers was not a breach of the commonwealth Trade Practices
sity to dispose of property owned freehold without recourseéct 1974-75; that the producers would be entitled to the grant
to the Governor. However, there will be safeguards. Propertgf production licences as required; that the detail of how
held in trust or received by gift will still remain subject to the royalties would be calculated would be explicit; that the
Governor’s approval. producers would have the right to construct facilities, roads

Proposed amendments to the existing 1971 University ofind pipelines, etc., in areas outside their licence areas as
Adelaide Act will address the composition of the currentrequired to develop those gas reserves; and that all the
council membership to reflect that of other universityproduction licences held by the producers could be treated as
councils. In a more structural sense, these amendments wélsingle licence for some requirements under the Petroleum
abolish the senate to make council membership consisteAct for administrative convenience.
with that of the other two South Australian universities. One  This act was required to be reviewed under national
of the important changes will be the disbanding of the currentompetition policy, and this review was undertaken during
university senate. Despite its very good work over the yearghe last year of the previous Liberal government. The review
the role of review that the university senate has historicalljhas identified key issues that are perceived to be of an anti-
played will now be undertaken through other means. competitive nature and, in particular, the lack of transparency

Elected senate members will be replaced with two electeth the trade practice authorisations and exemption from being
graduate members. The Convenor of the Academic Board, tisibject to the economic criteria for the grant of production
President of the Students Association and the Presidinigcences.

Officer of the Graduates Association will all be made ex The changes that this bill will implement will have the
officio members of the University Council. It is also proposedeffect of making the trade practice authorisations clear and
that the number of elected academic staff members angkplicit, as well as including the exemptions for joint
undergraduate members will be reduced from three to twpetroleum liquids marketing, which was previously included
positions. in the Stony Point (Liquids Project) Ratification Act 1981.

Further bringing itself into line with other South Aus- Both these points have relatively little anti-competitive
tralian universities, the amended bill will allow the University effects on the gas markets of Sydney and Adelaide, and any
of Adelaide to confer honorary awards on those deemed toegative effects are outweighed by the significant public
warrant special recognition. The bill then establishes verypenefits of assuring industry that the South Australian
clear guidelines for decision-making processes, whiclgovernment will continue to honour commitments made in
includes the powers of delegation and heavy penalties for arglation to significant infrastructure investment.
breaches of propriety which lead to loss or damage to the This bill also requires that producers meet the require-
university. Through these moves it is very clear that thenents needed to be granted a production licence. Under
University of Adelaide is most concerned that it remains acurrent legislation, producers are granted production licences
quality tertiary educator as well as being financially responupon request, and this was perceived as giving current
sible and, of course, accountable. In this way it can continuproducers an advantage over other petroleum licensees.
to make its valuable contribution to teaching, research anBroducers have voluntarily agreed to the removal of this
scholarship in the community. provision and, since all current licences have expired and no

In supporting these amendments, the government is kedurther licences are to be allocated without meeting licence
to see that the University of Adelaide continues to meet itsequirements, the clause no longer has any real effect.
obligations to the community as a quality tertiary educator. In adding to the debate on this bill, | ask the minister to
| believe that the University of Adelaide will better be able confirm that all parties to the AGL letter of agreement and
to meet these obligations with an overhaul of its currenbther agreements and contracts mentioned in the bill have
governing structure, which will bring it into line with other agreed to the changes made in the bill. | appreciate that the
South Australian universities and with the new way it needsninister may not have this information to hand. If this matter
to do business in the current economic climate. | commendould be confirmed before the bill is debated in another place,
the bill to the council. the opposition will support the bill.

TheHon. J. GAZZOLA secured the adjournment of the  TheHon. G.E. GAGO secured the adjournment of the

debate. debate.
COOPER BASIN (RATIFICATION) AMENDMENT STATUTESAMENDMENT AND REPEAL (STARR-
BILL BOWKETT SOCIETIES) BILL
Adjourned debate on second reading. Adjourned debate on second reading.
(Continued from 16 September. Page 60.) (Continued from 16 September. Page 61.)

TheHon. T.J. STEPHENS: The Cooper Basin (Ratifica- TheHon. R.D. LAWSON: | indicate support from the
tion) Amendment Act was enacted in order to provide the_iberal opposition for this bill. The effect of this bill will be
consortium of petroleum companies (known as the producer$) repeal the Starr-Bowkett Societies Act 1975. That act has
with some certainty at the time when considerable investmeran interesting origin. It is, in fact, the renamed Building
was about to be undertaken in order to service the markets &ocieties Act, which was passed in 1975. The Building
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Societies Act ceased to exist as such as most buildinmember of the society before the member commenced to
societies currently operating in our state are now governed ligside in this state. In other words, it will not be possible for
other legislation. New South Wales Starr-Bowkett societies to canvass for
The Starr-Bowkett building societies have an interestingnembers in this state.
origin. It is probably worth recording that three types of | think it is worth recording the contribution that Starr-
building societies were established in Australia. One groujBowkett societies made to the building societies movement
comprised the permanent building societies and the secomyer the years but the fact is they are now but a footnote in
class were the terminating building societies. In fact, they aréhe history of lending in this country. It is appropriate that the
the oldest form, and until the late 1960s they were the mosict itself be repealed and that provisions be inserted into the
important. As their name suggests, these building societigsair Trading Act to provide continuing consumer protection.
had a limited life, generally around 30 years, with a limitedThe opposition is glad to support this measure.
number of members. They generally had one common bond
in the tradition of Cooperative ventures. TheHon. IAN GILFILLAN: | would like to indicate
The aim of these societies was to obtain low cost financ®emocrat support for the second reading of this bill. Itis our
for members who, in more recent years, were usually requiregecond opportunity to support the bill, or at least its predeces-
to be low income earners in order to qualify. Funds aresor thatlapsed when parliament was prorogued. | understand
obtained from a financial institution under a governmenthat Starr-Bowkett societies are a piece of history that no
guarantee or from a government agency. However, thionger exists in South Australia and | was surprised to find
terminating bu||d|ng societies now piay a reiativeiy minorthat New South Wales still has prOViSion for the I’egula’[ion

part in providing housing finance for certain types OfOf these societies with their loans awarded by ballot. It is
borrowers. good to see that this bill does not persecute people who are

The third category of building society was the Starr-members of New South Wales based Starr-Bowkett societies,

Bowkett societies—they are also terminating societies—burovided their membership pre-dates their residence in South
by the sixties they had all but disappeared from the housingustralia. | repeat, we support the second reading.
scene. Under the Starr-Bowkett societies system, members . .

Y TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Agriculture,

contributed, on a regular basis, to a fund from which loan d and Fisheries)- hat th
were allocated by lot. Generally, no interest was paid on loans°0d and Fisheries): | understand that there are no other
peakers and | thank the honourable members who spoke in

or received on deposits. Provision, in some of them, wast debate for their indicati

made for dealing in loans between members, with price ISB'IF ate for their indication of support. . -
reflecting implicit interest rates. However, as | said, Starr- _Bill read a second time and taken through its remaining
Bowkett societies had all but ceased to operate by the time Gf29€S-
the Building Societies Act of 1975, although there were still

some in existence. Information from the government indicates STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE

that there are no Starr-Bowkett societies established in South 1e House of Assembly appointed a Standing Orders

Australia. ] ) - Committee consisting of the Speaker, the Hon. D.C. Brown,
The effect of this measure is to prohibit anyone fromp;.g Geraghty, the Hon. G.M. Gunn and Mr Hanna with
carrying on business as a Starr-Bowkett society here, or frojoer to act during the recess and to confer or sit as a joint

operating a system in which loans are balloted. Itis possiblgommittee with any Standing Orders Committee of the
that South Australian citizens might be participants in SOMe ggjslative Council.
h

Starr-Bowkett societies that are still operating in New Sout

Wales and this bill will provide that an interstate Starr- ADJOURNMENT

Bowkett society will not contravene the prohibition against

balloting for loans if it conducts its business with a member At 9.27 p.m. the council adjourned until Thursday
in South Australia, provided that that person became 48 September at 2.15 p.m.



