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5 000 probation, parole and bail, home detention, and other

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL cases. The minister says that the role of community
correction’s staff is to support those offenders in a bid to

Wednesday 22 October 2003 achieve positive change. Mr Peter Christopher of the Public

The PRESIDENT (Hon. R.R. Roberts) took the chair Service As§00|at|on '_S on regord as saying: )
at 2.15 p.m. and read prayers. Community corrections is in crisis. Workload issues are
enormous and with a continuing expectation to do more. Staff are
experiencing significant difficulties.
My questions are:
TheHon. J. GAZZOLA: | bring up the fifth report of the 1. Does the minister agree that an efficient and effective

LEGISLATIVE REVIEW COMMITTEE

committee 2003-04. community correctional system is necessary if the South
Report received. Australian community is to be kept safe?
TheHon. J. GAZZOLA: | bring up the sixth report of 2. Was the minister informed of the crisis in community
the committee. corrections when he attended the launch today at the
Report received. Community Correctional Centre?
3. Did the minister give any undertaking that the
STATE ECONOMY government will intervene to provide additional community

corrections officers, as the Public Service Association has

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Agriculture, been asking?

Food and Fisheries): | lay on the table a copy of a minister- : - .
ial statement relating to the release of the Standard and Poot; 4. Most importantly, will it be necessary for the Public

: - Service Association to threaten industrial action, as it did in
brochure made today in another place by the Deputy I:,remlerélation to the child protection workers in TAFE, or to

URANIUM MINING advertise_, as the Police Association diq in Svaday Mail,
before this government agrees to provide more resources to
TheHon. P.HOLLOWAY (Minister for Agriculture, ~ Protect the community?
Food and Fisheries): | seek leave to make a ministerial ~ TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Correctional
statement. Services): | thank the honourable member for his question
Leave granted. and for his concerns in the area of community corrections. |
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: Last Wednesday, | made a agree with the honourable member that it is important to have
ministerial statement on the uranium mining industry. In thathe cooperation of volunteers—
statement, | included the eight recommendations from the The Hon. R.D. Lawson interjecting:
Bachmann report. | said: ‘l am advised that all recommenda- TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS. Hang on—at one level
tions have been implemented fully and procedures araithin the community to support correctional services. It is
operating successfully.’ It has subsequently been brought talso very important to have community corrections working
my attention that the advice | received in regard to recomefficiently and effectively, and that the case management load
mendation eight of the report was not entirely correct. Thés not too heavy to a point where it causes concern. Some
memorandum of understanding to develop administrativeoncerns have been expressed by some of the agencies (Port
arrangements to achieve consistent and efficient environmendelaide, for instance) over a period, and probably in the
al regulation of all upstream petroleum and mineral resourceshadow minister’s history. This area has had a long history
activities under the relevant acts has been signed off by thef a workload that has created concerns.
chief executives of both Primary Industries and Resources SA Discussions have taken place with the department and
and the Environment Protection Authority. with community corrections—not to put aside but to relieve
Acts involved include the Environment Protection Act some of the overworked areas of their case loads so as to
1993, the Radiation Protection and Control Act 1982, theighten the load somewhat. The causes for concern are being
Mining Act 1971, the Mines Works Inspection Act 1926 and managed (as the honourable member would have known
the Roxby Downs (Indenture Ratification) Act 1982.when he had the portfolio) within the constraints of the
However, the administrative arrangements related to thpudgetary process that are set annually. We do not see it as
identification of a lead agency and lead minister are still thehe non-manageable crisis that the honourable member is

subject of ongoing discussions. indicating. If circumstances get to a point where the case
management load becomes so severe that we have a break-
QUESTION TIME down in the system, certainly we would be agreeing with the
honourable member.
COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS However, we are managing to relieve those areas of

concern within Correctional Services management for

TheHon. R.D. LAWSON: | seek leave to make a brief community corrections. Again, | pay tribute to the volunteers
explanation before asking the Minister for Correctionalin the Correctional Services organisation, who go unheralded
Services a question about community corrections. for the work that they do in rehabilitating prisoners. Certain-

Leave granted. ly, 1 thanked all those people in case management in

TheHon. R.D. LAWSON: Today, the minister issued a community corrections in the city office for their work and
media release inviting the media to the launch of newthe unheralded role that they play in keeping the community
guidelines for community corrections. The launch was to taksafe, in rehabilitating prisoners and in cutting down on
place at the Adelaide Community Correctional Centre, 18ecidivism. | understand the nature of the question. The PSA
Flinders Street, Adelaide. The minister ‘s release records thatas been raising these concerns as issues, but the department
in the past financial year, community corrections supervisetias been dealing with the PSA in trying to deal with them.
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The other question was whether the government wakire, Food and Fisheries a question about the single desk
concerned about threatened industrial action, or the possibiearketing of barley.
threat of industrial action; of course we are. Any government Leave granted.
would be concerned about possible threats or other issues—in TheHon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER: A review present-
any area, but particularly in corrections; we would be silly noted to this parliament on the South Australian Barley Market-
to be. So, we are trying to manage those circumstances whergy Act in June took approximately seven months to com-
industrial action may be used as a threat by the PSA, to hegilete, and we have yet to determine the cost of commission-
that off through negotiations and to get the outcomes requireidg that report. The report made a recommendation that South
to ensure that we do not overload workers within theAustralia adopt a system of barley marketing based on the
community corrections system to a point where they feel asecently adopted Western Australian model, which involves
though they are being exploited. Certainly, we are trying taa grain licensing authority with the power to grant export
ensure that those prisoners and caseloads are managed licances to suitable applicants other than the primary licence
safe and effective way. holder. In South Australia the primary licence holder would
be the Australian Barley Board. The minister has indicated
TheHon.R.D. LAWSON: | have a supplementary on previous occasions that that system would be his preferred
question. Is Peter Christopher of the Public Servicesystem of marketing and he has assured us at various stages
Association wrong when he says: ‘Community correctionghat the Australian Barley Board would be protected as the

is in crisis’? primary licence holder under such a scheme. Also contained
TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: It depends on your definition  within the report was the following statement:

of ‘crisis’. The panel has concluded that the Econtech estimates have a high
Members interjecting: degree of uncertainty attached to them which cannot be quantified
TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: Honourable members laugh. in @ normal statistical sense.

| was at the city Correctional Services— This refers to the high degree of uncertainty attached to the
Members interjecting: economic model of the report. It has come to my notice that

TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: Some poor managers see athe barley marketing legislation in Western Australia has
crisis in everything; some good managers manage their wadjeen operational for only about six weeks, and yet it has

through issues. already issued some 200 000 tonnes of export licences
Members interjecting: outside the primary licence holder. My questions to the
TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: Well, it has not been Mministerare as follows: _ _ _

reported to me as a crisis— 1. How can a grain licensing authority determine that
An honourable member interjecting: additional export licences will not hurt the single desk for

TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: The honourable member barley in six weeks, when a fully resourced seven month
asked whether | had been lobbied by members at thEePort could not do so? _ _
community corrections launch this morning. | can honestly = 2. Given the claims made in the report about the impre-
say that no issues were raised in relation to communit¢iSe nature of economic modelling of the single desk for
corrections, other than those surrounding the launch itselarley in South Australia, will the minister now rule out
Thatis not to say that this will not now generate an approacfréating a grain licensing authority in this state? If so, what
by the PSA to negotiate for extra staff in, say, the PortS NowW his preferred option for parley marketing within this
Adelaide community corrections area. | am sure that if ther§tate and, if not, what does he intend to do?
is a threat of industrial action and a threatened crisis people TheHon. P.HOLLOWAY (Minister for Agriculture,

will be on my doorstep probably before parliament gets ug-00d and Fisheries): I am not sure | ever used the words ‘a
this evening. preferred system’. The Western Australian model has been

recommended by the review committee that looked into the

TheHon. R.D. LAWSON: As a further supplementary Barley Marketing Act, and that was required to take place
question: does the minister agree with the Deputy Premie¢nder the amendments to the Barley Marketing Act that were
(Hon. Kevin Foley) when he said that the Police Associatiornade in 2001 as a result of the negotiations between the then
was simply after more members in claiming a crisis in po|ic@0V6mment and the National Competition Council. | think it
numbers? Does the minister agree that the PSA is just aft¥fould be fair to say that the National Competition Council
more members in making this claim of a crisis? is still pushing this state to make reforms it would see as

TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: | do not see this as a desirable under the Barley Marketing Act.
supplementary question, but | will reply to it. My experience It has been no secret that the National Competition
is that the PSA was negotiating its claims under the Publi€ouncil has been out gunning for single desks for as long as
Service Act responsibly. | would see that, if there were arthat body has been around. | know a significant number of
emergency crisis within community corrections and if thefederal Liberal members of parliament and senators in this
PSA were to make a claim for relieving the workload, thatstate who have made statements about national competition
could be done in a number of ways. If it were to make thafolicy, suggesting that single desks and the ABB single desk
claim through my office, rather than through the departmenin particular have nothing to fear from the NCP process and
as it is doing now, | would certainly take it up as a seriousSO On. | am not sure that that is exactly the case as far as the

industrial issue. It is an industrial organisation and it shouldNCC is concerned.

be respected for that in dealing with its membership. Obviously, | am restricted as to what | can say about
national competition policy. About a week or two ago |
BARLEY MARKETING indicated, in this council, that currently negotiations are

taking place between the states and the National Competition
TheHon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER: | seek leave to Council about national competition policy. Ultimately they
make an explanation before asking the Minister for Agricul-have to go to the Treasurer. Those responses need to be kept
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confidential until the commonwealth releases its finalin the care of their teacher, Mr Rob Young, and are being
outcome. We accept that. | note that, during the weekend, tweponsored today by the member for Hartley, Mr Joe Scalzi.
of my colleagues in other states, premiers Beattie and Carfhey are here as part of their political studies. We hope you
were extremely critical of the way that national competitionfind your visit to our parliament most enjoyable and
policy has been interpreted in the recent rounds. | certainlgducational.

do not disagree with the premiers of Queensland and New Honourable members: Hear, hear!

South Wales about the way the national competition policy

has been interpreted. Nevertheless, we have to abide by the BARLEY MARKETING

terms of the National Competition Act.

I remind the member who asked the question that under TheHon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER: | ask a supplemen-
the terms of that act there is what could be described astary question. Does the minister agree that the threatened loss
reverse onus of truth. In fact, single desks, or any piece o#f competition payments as a result of single desk barley
legislation, must demonstrate that they do not inhibitnarketing is $10 million and that the net gain to barley
competition and that there is no means of achieving net publieroducers and the overall economy of South Australia of
benefit other than a restriction of trade. There is a fairlyetaining the Barley Board's single desk marketing system is
rigorous test that applies under national competition policyin €xcess of $10 million under his own model?

From my correspondence with the commonwealth TheHon.P.HOLLOWAY (Minister for Agriculture,
government, it has shown no sign whatsoever of changingood and Fisheries): Regarding the figure of $10 million,
that particular policy. When all legislation, not just single as | said earlier, | cannot release any figures as far as the
desks but other legislation, comes before this state, unless Vational Competition Council is concerned. With regard to
abide by the dictates of the National Competition Council, thavhat might be the penalty ultimately that the National
state will be subject to adverse recommendations which coulgompetition Council recommends to the federal Treasurer,
lead to reduced competition payments to the state. That is tfige federal government will determine what the possible
background against which the Barley Marketing Act ReviewPenalty might be. As to what the value of the single desk is
is taking place. to South Australia, obviously there are the figures referred to

In relation to Western Australia, the state government i®y the honourable member in relation to the review, but it has
closely monitoring what happens in that state. The honour@lso been pointed out in the review that it is extremely
able member referred to the amount of 180 000 tonnes. | hafficult to know exactly what is the value of single desk
heard that that is likely to be agreed to by the export licensingharketing.
authority in that state. | point out to the honourable member My view, which has been put on the record in this
that this year Western Australia is facing a record grairParliament over a number of years now (including when we
harvest. In fact, the figure of 14 million tonnes has beerfiebated changes to this act back in the 1990s), is that | have
suggested as the likely grain crop, so | think thealways regarded the single desk as being extremely signifi-
200 000 tonnes should be seen in that perspective—that it gant for growers in South Australia. The actual value of that,
in the context of an absolutely record grain crop in Westerr®f course, is difficult to determine accurately, but | have no

Australia. doubt that it is significant.
As far as this state is concerned, | had some discussions
last week with the chair of the Grains Council, and | have WORKCOVER

spoken to members of the Farmers’ Federation in relation to : .
this. PIRSA is currently analysing these issues. It has had_1 e Hon. D-W. RIDGWAY: | seek leave to make a brief

meetings with officials in Western Australia. We are ex_p!anation bef"“? asking the minis'ger representing Fhe
observing what is happening with that model but, at thij\/hmster for Industrial Relations a question about companies
stage, our efforts will be focused on achieving a system thagaving the WorkCover scheme.

provides more accountability and transparency in relationto -€ave granted. ,
the operation of a single desk. The PRESIDENT: Order! | draw the attention of all

| have made the point on numerous occasions in thignembers to the standing orders. The constant breaching of

council that the state government accepts that there is trgéa”d'f!g order 165 (standing in corridors talking) is most
expectation—and it is a reasonable expectation, not only | isturbing. The(e are a couple of serial offenders. Standing
respect of competition policy but also from growers—that theP"d€r 164, 100, is breached almost every day.

operation of a single desk should at least be transparent and AN honourable member interjecting:

accountable. How that will ultimately be achieved will of T he PRESIDENT: If you want me to name them, the
course be determined by the government and ultimately b§on- Mr Cameronis one. The Hon. Mr Ridgway has the call.
this council. Any changes to arrangements for marketin% TheHon. D.W. RIDGWAY: On 16 October 2003he
barley will have to go through this council under the BarleyAdvertiser reported that Coles-Myer, Skilled Engineering,
Marketing Act. At this stage, we are looking at a means ofStamford Hotels and the ACH Group were all attempting to
improving the transparency and accountability of the€ave WorkCover. In particular, Coles-Myer was quoted as
operation of a single desk. Looking at the Western AustraliaR€ing willing to pay a $5 million fee to exit the scheme. As

model is one part but not the only part of a possible way off€mbers would be aware, WorkCover is facing unfunded
doing that. liabilities of $419 million. There are also serious concerns

being raised about WorkCover’s management and the
VISITORSTO PARLIAMENT minister’s involvement. My questions are:
1. How many companies in total from March 2001 to the
The PRESIDENT: | draw honourable members’ attention present have indicated their intent to leave WorkCover?
to the presence in the gallery today of some very important 2. Will the minister provide details of the financial loss
young South Australians from Pembroke School. They ar¢éhat would be incurred by WorkCover if the aforementioned
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companies leave the scheme and the long-term effect thieclaration stating that the crop was grown from seed not
would have on the tenuous financial position of WorkCoverknown to have been infected with lupin anthracnose. That is,
3. Will WorkCover be forced to sell off any more assetsthey will accept a freedom of anthracnose test of feed lupins
to offset the potential loss of income from companies leavindor full access to the state.
the scheme? PIRSA has also arranged for 20 accredited stockfeed
TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal  processors in South Australia to accept Eyre Peninsula lupins
Affairs and Reconciliation): | will refer those important using controlled transport only. A paddock survey is not
guestions to the Minister for Industrial Relations in anotherrequired. This arrangement should provide ample competition
place and bring back a reply. in order to prevent discrimination against Eyre Peninsula
lupins. Exports from Port Lincoln do not require a paddock
TheHon. RK.SNEATH: | ask a supplementary survey or seed testing. For eastern Eyre Peninsula, PIRSA
question. will work with growers and marketers to facilitate easy access
TheHon. R.I. Lucas interjecting: to regional storages such as Gladstone, Wallaroo, Roseworthy
TheHon. R.K. SNEATH: | thought it was you | could and Port Adelaide. Marketers will be encouraged not to
smell. Will the minister also ask the Minister for Industrial market lupins into the rest of the state lupin growing country.
Relations how many employer groups became exempt unddfew South Wales requires a current area freedom certificate

the last year of the previous Liberal government? issued by PIRSA, certifying that the originating area is free
TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: | will refer that question to  of the disease lupin anthracnose. Approval is required from
the minister and bring back a reply. the Chief, Division of Plant Industries in New South Wales.
New South Wales will also accept crushed lupins for feed.
LUPIN ANTHRACNOSE As anthracnose, in a worst case scenario in some parts of

) .. the world, can result in yield losses of up to 60 per cent in

TheHon. R.K. SNEATH: | seek leave to make a brief 5oy eafed Iupins and cause total crop failure in Albus

explanation before asking the Minister for Agriculture, Food) nins depending on the variety, initial infection level and the
and Fisheries a question about lupin anthracnose quarantiggasonal conditions, all South Australian growers are advised

restrictions. to take appropriate management steps to minimise the risk of
Leave granted. . yieldloss. These steps include: controlling of volunteer lupin
TheHon. R.K.SNEATH: | understand that lupins yarieties: growing disease resistant varieties such as Wonga;

anthracnose was first found on the lower Eyre Peninsula igptaining a seed test for clean seed for sowing; the use of
1996, and that annual surveys have indicated a continuggngicide dressings; adopting appropriate crop and machinery
presence on the peninsula to this day. A lupin anthracnosggiene; and adopting a two-year break between successive
quarantine zone was put in place some time ago to contain thgnin crops as anthracnose does not survive long in soil
disease within the area in which infections are known tqyithout growing lupins.
occur. Will the minigter aQVise the council_ whether any Finally, we have to remember that last season was
changes are occurring with regard to lupin anthracnosgyentional because of the drought in the eastern states and
quarantine restrictions on Eyre Peninsula? highly volatile local prices, significantly higher than export
TheHon. P HOLLOWAY (Minister for Agriculture,  prices in all cases. Growers who tested their seed were able
Food and Fisheries): Only yesterday, along with Mr Greg 4 take advantage of the higher prices on offer in Victoria
Schulz, who is the Chairman of the South Australian Farmerg|ative to local offers. A return to a normal season this year
Federation Grains Council, | announced that the 2003y jikely to see prices closer to export parity. Eyre Peninsula
04 season would be the final year of lupin anthracnosg,owers are unlikely to be able to overcome transport costs
quarantine on Eyre Peninsula. Unfortunately, and desplte the|ative to South-East and Victorian growers into the
best efforts by growers and the state government, it has NQjctorian stockfeed market compared with export prices.
been possible to eradicate lupin anthracnose due to the
various levels of resistance in current lupin varieties. Lupin - The Hon. D.W. RIDGWAY: | have a supplementary
anthracnose is a fungal disease that occurs in every lupestion. The schoolchildren have just left, but perhaps the
growing area in the world. Fortunately, the strain of anthracinister will enlighten the council about the symptoms of
nose with which we are dealing is restricted to all species ojpin anthracnose and how it affects the crop.

lupins but will not affect other broad acre crops. Seed testing " The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: The most obvious symp-
of lupins on Eyre Peninsula last year found 21 positive,,p, T '

:Ze;c:l;nngnsafrﬁr; |3r12r2 szwg)ll_esélfosmve samples were found at Members interjecting:
 oap : The PRESIDENT: Order!

Naturally, South Australia will need to comply with h if i K
current protocols until 30 June 2004, when current quaranting The Hon. T.G. Cameron: If you want a silly answer, as
ob Sneath to get up.

limits will be lifted. What we are trying to do is negotiate .
market pathways into other states, particularly Victoria, so 1 heHon. P.HOLLOWAY: | think that he probably
that what we have is grower management rather than gould.

quarantine issue. Whilst Victoria will not accept a paddock The Hon. T.G. Cameron interjecting:

test from the Eyre Peninsula quarantine zone because they The PRESIDENT: Order! The Hon. Mr Cameron will
regard the region as high risk, they will accept controlledcome to order.

transport to three accredited stockfeed processors in Victoria The Hon. P. HOLL OWAY: The most obvious symptom

for the 2003 harvest. For the rest of South Australia, Victorids bending of the stem in a shepherd’s crook shape. Inside the
will accept a paddock survey and a plant health certificatbend are oval shaped lesions up to two centimetres in length.
from Primary Industries and Resources South Australia foAs my colleague the Hon. Bob Sneath has already informed
full access, but the certifying officers must sight a growerthe chamber, the beige-pink, slimy ooze in the centre of the
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lesion contains the spores. The growth above the bend @ossible. A media release from the Smoke-free 03 Coalition

crook is usually twisted and eventually dies. states:
Members interjecting: The guidance note has been endorsed by representatives of
The PRESIDENT: Order! commonwealth, state and territory governments. It calls for total

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: As the disease progresses, indoor smoke bans in all workplaces to be introduced quickly across
similar lesions develop on the pods and seeds. Later infe@ Jurisdictions.
tions are mainly seen as lesions on the pods, often causif§jchard Marles, a spokesperson for the Smoke-free 03
distortion. I will be happy to answer any further questions orcoalition, a member of the NOHSC and also an Assistant
this matter. Secretary of the ACTU, is quoted as saying:

NOHSC has reached the quite unavoidable conclusion that the
HOUSING TRUST continued existence of smoky workplaces is inconsistent with
Occupational Health and Safety Laws.
TheHon. KATE REYNOLDS: | seek leave to make a He went on to say:
brief explanation before asking the Minister for Aboriginal - any further delay will be rightly seen as dangerous and
Affairs and Reconciliation, representing the Minister forirresponsible.

Housing, a question regarding the South Australian Housing qte that one of the chief objects of the Occupational

Trust. Health, Safety and Welfare Act, at section 3, is to ‘eliminate,

Leave granted. " at their source, risks to the health, safety and welfare of
TheHon. KATE REYNOLDS: | read with interest the rsons at work’. My questions are:

e
chairman’s report, included as part of the South Australiar? 1. Does the minister agree with the statements of Mr

Housing Trust's Annual Report, tabled in this chamberaries an Assistant Secretary of the ACTU, about the
yesterday. In that report, chairman Jay Hogan said: inconsistencies between current smoky workplaces and

The long-term sustainability of public housing has continued togccupational health and safety laws?

be a major focus this year as without a major change, public housing : :
stock numbers will further decrease with a consequent decline in the 2. Given that the S(.)Uth Australian government ha}s
number of South Australians who can be assisted with secure arf@ldorsed the NOHSC guidance note referred to, what action

affordable housing. will the minister take, through his department, to ensure
Mr Hogan went on to say: compliance with the guidance note and, indeed, current
The decline in income generated from rental collection and théjccupatlonal health and safety legislation, and when will he
extensive reduction in government grant funding have significanth@0 S0? Further, what resources does the government currently
impacted on the future viability of the trust and have obviouslyprovide to ensure compliance, and will this level of resources
limited expenditure on some areas of asset management. change, given the issue of the guidance note?
My office has been contacted by concerned members of the 3. Does the minister consider that the government’s
community housing sector who claim that the governmenthospitality smoke-free task force recommendation, that
despite its anti-privatisation promises, is privatising publicsmoking bans will apply from March 2005, represents an
housing at an alarming rate. The trust’s annual report showgnacceptable delay; and does the minister agree that, to use
that the waiting list for homes has increased by 5 cent (othe words of Mr Marles, such a delay is ‘dangerous and
almost 1 300 people) in the past year, yet | understand thatesponsible’?
as many as 1 200 properties per year are being sold off. My 4. Will the minister acknowledge that inspectors have the
questions are: power to issue notices under occupational health and safety
1. Why are Housing Trust properties being sold off whilelegislation to ensure smoke-free workplaces but that inspec-
the waiting list for public housing is continuing to grow?  tors are failing to do so? If so, what steps will the minister
2. How many Housing Trust properties were sold in thetake to ensure current legislation is complied with?
past financial year, and how does that compare with the TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal
previous five financial years? Affairsand Reconciliation): | will refer those questions to
3. How does the government intend to reduce the waitinghe minister in another place and bring back a reply.
list for public housing? Members interjecting:
TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal The PRESIDENT: Order!
Affairs and Reconciliation): | will refer those important
guestions to the Minister for Housing in another place and BABIES, PREMATURE

bring back a reply.
¢ Py TheHon. J.M.A. LENSINK: | seek leave to make a brief

SMOKING IN WORKPLACES explanation before asking the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs
and Reconciliation, representing the Minister for Health, a
TheHon. NICK XENOPHON: | seek leave to make a question about services for premature babies.
brief explanation before asking the Minister for Aboriginal  Leave granted.
Affairs and Reconciliation, representing the Minister for TheHon.J.M.A. LENSINK: It was reported inThe
Industrial Relations, a question in relation to passive smokingdvertiser of 23 September 2003 that in South Australia the
in workplaces. incidence of premature birth (which is defined as babies born
Leave granted. 37 weeks) has increased by 15 per cent, based on figures
TheHon. NICK XENOPHON: Lastweek, the National from the Pregnancy Outcome Unit of the Department of
Occupational Health and Safety Commission (NOHSCHuman Services, and it is predicted that this trend will
issued a guidance note on the elimination of environmentajontinue. Premature babies require highly specialised care
tobacco smoke in the workplace which recommends thadue to the risk of lung immaturity, bleeding in the brain and
tobacco smoke be excluded from all Australian workplacesipfection. Therefore, this raises the important issue of the
and these exclusions should be implemented as soon ased for neonatal intensive care and other services that are
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proven to successfully improve the survival rate of premature  TheHon. P. HOLL OWAY: In fact, we vastly exceeded
babies. As the rate of premature babies is predicted tm the first year, with something like a $300 million or
increase, the burden on the health system in that area is al$400 million accrual surplus. We have not reached it yet in

set to increase. My questions to the minister are: the term of this government, but it was an extremely challen-
1. What is the government doing to ensure that ouging target, which the then treasurer acknowledged. It was
hospitals have adequate neonatal equipment? true that to get to a stage where we would no longer—

2. What will the government do to ensure sufficient The PRESIDENT: Order! If the Hon. Mr Cameron
doctors and nurses are trained in delivering premature babidsseaches standing orders—
especially in the light of the current rate of exit of doctors TheHon. T.G. Cameron: | just got a glass of water!
from the medical profession? The PRESIDENT: You will not walk between the person
3. Willthere be sufficient hospital places to cater for thespeaking and the President, as it states in the rules; you will
increase in premature births, especially since babies can bgake alternative arrangements. If you walk past there, | will
in hospital for as long as three months? name you.

4. As premature babies have a high risk of health thepon P HOLLOWAY: This government was faced
problems, as mentioned previously, what support andit a very difficult task in achieving that objective, and the
counsellmg services Wlll be ava}llaple to parents to cater fobovernment is well on the way to doing so. The only way we
the potential increase in complications? could do that was by taking some very difficult financial

The PRESIDENT: Order! | have drawn the Hon. Terry gecisions. When we went through that process, the programs
Cameron’s attention to standing orders 163 and 164. 1 am ngta honourable member referred to were looked at and
doing so for practice. | suggest that he read those tw@gssessed as not being as effective as other measures. In
standing orders and comply with them in future, please. rgjation to law and order, the honourable member would be

TheHon. T.G. Cameron: | will if everyone else has to. \ye|| aware that yesterday the Premier announced that this

The PRESIDENT: Order! o government will provide additional resources to the police.

TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal — Not only will we meet our commitment of maintaining police
Affairs and Reconciliation): | will refer those important  nymbers but also police numbers will be exceeded in the
questions to the Minister for Health in another place an¢oming year. That is how this government believes the public
bring back a reply. would wish results to be delivered in reducing crime in this

mmunity.
CRIME PREVENTION co unity

TheHon. T.J. STEPHENS: | seek leave to make a brief DNA TESTING
explanation before asking the Minister for Agriculture, Food TheHon. IAN GILFILLAN:

and Fisheries, representing the Minister for Police, a queStio&planation before asking the Minister for Agriculture, Food

about crime prevention programs. and Fisheries, representing the Attorney-General, a question

Leave granted. i
. . about DNA testing.
TheHon. T.J. STEPHENS: Given that this year's budget LLéave grant(l,dg

papers show a $450 million increase in tax revenues and that . .
the government s, as the police minister said this week in the TheHon. IAN GILFILLAN: Members will recall that

other place, ‘tough on crime because we are’, my question igelpproximately amonth ago | asked a question of the minister

will the government reinstate the $800 000 dedicated to Crim%épresenting the Attorney regarding a constituent, and | quote

prevention programs that ran so successfully under th Is information to me as reported Hensard as follows:
previous Liberal government? | was recently arrested for alcohol in dry zone and unlawful

. : possession. The circumstances of the arrest began when three friends
The Hon_. P. HOL_LOWAY (Minister fqr Agriculture, and | were celebrating our friends graduation from UniSA when we
Food and Fisheries): The last statement in the honourable eft a hotel to move on to another hotel along Grenfell Street.

member’s question is, of course, an opinion. Not only is thanyhow we walked past the C.1.B. headquarters and were pulled up
against standing orders but | am also not convinced that it isecause | had a pint of beer in my hand.
correct. Obviously, when this government came to office, as The next 7 or so hours after this | was arrested, left in the back

f a police van and then taken to Adelaide City Watch House, inter-

phartkOf restoring the finances of the state, which was one cf}iewed, DNA tested, and locked up until 6 a.m. in the morning.
the key—

Members interjecting: | am sure members will recall that question. In that explan-

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: The previous government ation | also went on to point out that, from the legislative
was quite incapable of delivering— point of view:
Members interjecting: A person who has possession of personal property which, either

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: Well, | can say it with a at the time of possession or at any subsequent time before the making
- h.f : b | . ’ Il sitti h b of a complaint under this section in respect of the possession, is
very straight face, because | can recall sitting where membefsasonably suspected of having been stolen or obtained by unlawful

opposite now sit, with the then treasurer in this seat, angheans whatsoever, is guilty of an offence.

asking questions about the accrual accounts and about hc;MLIat offence carries a maximum penalty of $10 000 or
this state was racking up debt each year, as it had a very lar prisonment for two years—and | emphasise the imprison-

accrual defic?t;_ even in the last year, the government was we ent for two years. | sent the material of the question and the
over $100 million. When he was treasurer, the Leader of thﬁnswer to the constituent and got the following reply:

Opposition used to challenge the opposition by saying, ‘Are” ™ i )
I justwantta . . thank you for making the effort to look into my

you saying that you are really going to achieve accrual ., 'J- o : 00 Y

balance?’ He did not believe that we could do it. In fact. w Situation for me, it is much appreciated as | sent a similar email to
) . L : » W€the Attorney-General but received no reply.

have, or that is our objective over the— I will just let you know an update on circumstances if you are

Members interjecting: interested. First of all | made a visit to the hotel manager offering my

| seek leave to make an
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apologies to the hotel as well as an offer of compensation for theducation, rural industries and so on. Obviously, there has to
loss. | also explained to her what happened on the night. be some rationing mechanism.

The general manager was sympathetic and shocked at the
punishment and treatment | received and went on to offer the glass TheHon. IAN GILFILLAN:

as a gift to me from the hotel as well as offered a letter requesting1 . - I .have a supplementary
that the South Australian Police do not pursue the unlawfuljuestion. The date of the information that came to me was 26

possession charge. | am very glad | made the decision to apologisBeptember and the Attorney would have already received a
She also mentioned the value of the glass was $1.50. similar e-mail by that date. Does the minister accept that the
The other thing | wanted you to know was that | had my legal aidinformation that he expects should be referred to the Attorney
application re!ected because ‘it is unlikely to result in a term ofj 5o already been referred to the Attorney? Or does he imply,
Imprisonment. asThe Advertiser journalist Rex Jory implied in an article this
I would ask the minister to refer the question to the Attorney-morning, that it is pointless to ask questions in this place
General. My questions are: because we really ought to ask the question directly of the
1. When the penalty is $10 000 or two years imprison-minister or the Attorney?
ment, how reasonable is it for legal aid to be refused on the TheHon. P. HOLL OWAY: The point | made when the
basis that ‘itis unlikely to result in a term of imprisonment’? honourable member asked that question was that, if an
2. When | asked the original supplementary question honourable member asks a question about an individual case
was given an answer which has prompted me to ask th@nd this has been the case as long as | have been in this
following question which the minister may have to refer toparliament) in relation to health or hospitals, for example, or
the Attorney-General. Does he, or does he not, believe thé relation to matters such as this, the member needs to
the Attorney-General has an ongoing obligation to assess thgovide the details of the individual to the minister concerned
application of the law in circumstances such as | havdéo have the matter properly investigated. It is no good
outlined? The reply from the minister was ‘indeed’. However,asking—in fact, it is even against the standing orders, | would
he did qualify that by saying, ‘Obviously the Attorney would suggest—about what might be hypothetical cases—
like to have both sides of the story’. That is the only point|  TheHon. A.J. Redford: What was hypothetical about
make. It is very interesting that the Attorney did not reply tothat?
the email, which contained all the information provided by The Hon. P. HOLL OWAY: Well, we are told it was an
my constituent. Therefore, | ask again: will the ministerindividual but we do not know all of the facts. If it is to be
ensure that the Attorney will look in detail at this issue Ofdoinvestigated by a minister, we must have the name and
we take it that the Attorney and the government have ngjetails. In relation to the honourable member's question, I am
particular interest in the application of the laws which are stot sure, when the information was provided to the Attorney-
cheerfully passed through this parliament? General, whether it was connected with his question. Was it
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Agriculture,  obvious that the information provided by the constituent
Food and Fisheries): | do not recall the question but | do related to the honourable member’s question? There are two
recall part of the answer. | believe | suggested that théssues here: one is an answer to a constituent’s email and the
honourable member provide information about the case to thether is the answer to the honourable member’s question. If

Attorney. the two are linked, then | am sure there should be an answer.
TheHon. lan Gilfillan: The constituent did and did not If the honourable member says that the question was raised
get a reply. What more do you want? on 26 September, that is less than a month ago.

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: Was there any connection Given that some fairly profound questions are asked by
between them? The Attorney’s office does not have a crystdhe honourable member, detailed questions in relation to
ball to know that one letter is related to the other. | am suréNA testing, and so on, | do not think the Attorney-General
the question which the honourable member asked will b&hould be criticised for not having answered that question
ultimately answered by the Attorney-General. If one is towithin a few weeks. I will speak to the honourable member
receive a considered reply to that particular question, | angfterwards to get the full detail. I will ensure that the
sure the Attorney’s office would first like to examine all the Attorney-General has the information, and | am sure he will
facts about the case. The point | made in the supplementagnswer the question in due course when it is properly
question was that we really do need information such as: wdgvestigated—as all members would expectit to be properly
the person charged and what was the outcome? The honoiitvestigated.
able member has provided that additional information today.

It may well be that the Attorney’s office was simply waiting MENTAL HEALTH
to see what action was taken if this matter went before a
court. TheHon. T.G. CAMERON: | seek leave to make a brief

They are matters for the Attorney-General. | am sure thagXplanation pgfo_re asking the Minister for.A.boriginaI Affairs
there will be a detailed answer to his question forthcoming‘.ijd Reconciliation, representing the Minister for Health,
I will provide the additional question to the Attorney and seekduestions about mental health funding.
an additional answer. In relation to legal aid, all of us realise Leave granted.
that there are limits to how much money is available in our TheHon. T.G. CAMERON: A major article recently
community to do all the things that we would like to do. appeared in th8outhern Times Messenger with the heading,
Given that this question is in the province of the Attorney-‘Mental health chief blasts government'. State Mental Health
General, | will leave it to him to give a formal answer. Director Dr Jonathon Phillips has launched a scathing attack
Obviously, in relation to legal aid, there has to be somen the state government’s funding of mental health services.
means of limiting or restricting the amount of aid that is Dr Phillips criticised the lack of mental health funding to non-
available; legal aid has to compete with all the other insagovernment organisations and for emergency accommodation
tiable demands on this government— health, law and ordefor the mentally ill. At a recent meeting of welfare agencies
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and inner city residents during Mental Health Week,general community. We are dealing with the whole issue of

Dr Phillips said: mental health through the Generational Health Review, but
| came across a staggering figure that 27¢ per year per persdhis Will take some time in terms of the budget.

goes to NGOs in this state. 27¢! What's wrong with South Australia? A number of budgets will try to deal with a lot of the

Why are we failing to support the groups that are absolutely essentiglroblems associated with mental health in the community, but

in a proper mental health service. | am not convinced the legislato :
in this state are prepared to go the whole way in funding. Unless thﬁ1ere has been generational neglect of mental health problems

parliament says we go forward we are stuck. We have to hav@nd services—and | do not blame only the previous
legislative backing. government, although it can take some part of the blame—not

Dr Phillips said accommodation was critical, but he was noP!Y in this state but across Australia over the last 10 to
convinced there was resolve from politicians to sort out the-> Y&&rs. This governmentis trying its best within its budget

problem. He went on to say that 24-hour crisis support for th 'm“%tions to Qeal with these problems, but I will refer the
state’s mentally ill must be a priority under any reform to theSPECIfic questions asked by the honourable member to the

ailing health system and that there would be a much strongdflinister for Health in another place and bring back a reply.

focus on expanding crisis accommodation and the mental

health system'’s acute crisis intervention service. At present, STATE FINANCES
the ACIS teams are not available after hours. According to TheHon. R.I. LUCAS (Leader of the Opposition): |
Dr Phillips, a 24-hour mobile acute crisis intervention serviceSe SRR, .

should be made available—the same as there is in all Oth%presenting the Treasurer a question on the subject of the

states. .
. . . state’s finances.
Itis often the case that, when the mobile 24-hour service Leave granted.

is not available, a tragedy can occur. My office has contacted TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: Members will have seen today

ACIS and was informed that the only option for peopleac0 ,
. . py of a document put out by Standard and Poor’s headed
needing help between 10.30 p.m. and 8 a.m. is to call thE'A state with very strong credit quality’. | refer in particular

police. The police are already under pressure to carry OU the key finding by Standard and Poor’s when they look at

oth.er duties, never mipd the special trair\ing and skills forIhe two key factors which have tamed South Australia’s net
which these types of situations call. By his recent pledge tE

h b have the Premier hi if oubli ebt burden following the spike in debt in the early 1990s
Increase numoers, we even nave the Fremier NIMSEN PUbliCls o4 ciated with the State Bank and SGIC (Labor related
admitting that we need more police in South Australia. My

questions are problems). Standard and Poor’s noted two issues and, in order

1. Does the minister agree that the police are a s 'tabl%f importance, they are, first (and most important):
: n g POl ul Privatisation of the state’s electricity assets in 2000 and 2001,

option for dealing with psychotic patients or their families?, i reaped almost A$5 billion, most of which was used to pay
2. If so, what training do the police receive to deal withdown debt, and was a key factor in the December 1999 rating

the mentally ill, particularly those who may be suffering upgrade to ‘AA-plus’ from ‘AA.

psychotic episodes? _ _ As | said, privatisation is noted by Standard and Poor’s as the
3. Why does South Australia not have 24-hour mobilemost important issue in terms of the improvement in the

ACIS teams similar to other states, and will the ministerstate’s debt and credit position, but the second factor is an

ek leave to make an explanation before asking the minister

consider introducing them here; if not, why not? acknowledgment of ‘an effort since privatisation to address
4. Compared to the other Australian states, how much igome structural imbalances in the state’s ongoing financial
total— performance.’
Members interjecting: Given that the bulk of privatisation was in the year 2000,
TheHon. T.G. CAMERON: You should be careful, you it is important for members to note that the last Liberal
two, or you will be told off for talking. budget of 2001-02, which saw a cash surplus and a significant
The PRESIDENT: Order! improvement in the accrual position, is clearly at least a

TheHon. T.G. CAMERON: My fourth question is—  factor in the second issue referred to by Standard and Poor’s.
The PRESIDENT: Order! The Hon. Mr Cameron has On the next page of this document, Standard and Poor’s
today, for some reason, been determined to defy the chairstates:
have been extremely tolerant. | have tried to point out the As well as reducing its debt burden, South Australia has also
breaches of the standing orders. If he continues to do it, | wilsignificantly improved its financial strength in less visible but
take it as disrespect for and defiance of the chair. Complefgfually important ways.
your guestion and heed my advice. It lists three areas, the first of which is unfunded superannua-
TheHon. T.G. CAMERON: | thank the President for his tion liabilities being tackled since 1995.
erstwhile advice. | am not sure why he holds the opinion that The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting:
he does. However, my fourth question is: compared to the TheHon.R.I.LUCAS: My colleague the Hon.
other Australian states, how much in total (and per capita) dié/ir Redford points out kindly that that was a policy of the
South Australia spend during 2002-03 on mental healtfiormer Liberal government. The second factor is as follows:
funding for non-government organisations? The sale of the electricity assets at a time the state is entering the
TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal national . . market removes the state from this potential high-risk
Affairs and Reconciliation): Issues raised in this council ndustry.
over a period of time and answers to questions indicate that The Hon. RK. Sneath interjecting:
the government is trying to come to grips with the very The PRESIDENT: Order!
important question of mental health. Numbers are increasing TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: That was the second factor noted
and episodes that communities are dealing with are alsby Standard and Poor’s.
increasing. | have indicated that Correctional Services is Membersinterjecting:
dealing with many cases that should be picked up in the The PRESIDENT: Order!
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TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: The third factor is: An effort since privatisation to address some structural imbalan-
Contingent liabilities, guarantees, and other obligations have beerts N the state.s ongon?g flnanc?lal performance. . .
significantly wound back over the past decade. | answered this question earlier today. There was an accumu-

Clearly, that factor refers to the last decade. There are gtion of accrual debt under the previous government. Sure,
number of references in the Standard and Poor's documeHtat government privatised, but it was running up debt. Over
to a strong tradition from governments (plural, | note) inthe eight years of that government, it sold about $8 billion

South Australia to budget conservatively so that there is mor@0rth of assets. ..

upside potential to outcomes than downside risk. My Membersinterjecting:

questions are: The PRESIDENT: Order! | have drawn members’

1. Does the government now agree that Standard arfitention to the dlsqrderly behaviour of the council a'number
Poor’s have acknowledged that the most important factor iff imes. A question was asked by the opposition, but
our improving South Australia’s debt position and creditOPviously itis notinterested in the answer.
rating was the $5 billion generated through the privatisation
of the state’s electricity assets?

2. Does the government agree that the three other factors
referred to by Standard and Poor’s (that is, the tackling of the
state’s unfunded superannuation liabilities; the removal of ABORIGINAL LANDS PARLIAMENTARY
electricity businesses from a potentially high risk industry; STANDING COMMITTEE
and the tackling of contingent liabilities and obligations that
have been wound back over the past decade) were actually The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal
policies implemented by the former government and not thffajr s and Reconciliation): | move:
current government?

That standing orders be so far suspended as to enable me to move

Members interjecting: amotion without notice regarding the Aboriginal Lands Parliamen-
The PRESIDENT: Order! | don't need a commentary tary Standing Committee.

from the Hon. Mr Redford. Motion carried.
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Agriculture, TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: | move:

Food and Fisheries): We can go through some of the debates  That, pursuant to section 5 of the Aboriginal Lands Parliamentary

that we had at the time of privatisation. My argument alwaysStanding Committee Act 2003, the following members of the

was that the test that should be applied is whether the interelsggislative Council be appointed to the Aboriginal Lands Parliamen-

savings offset the loss of dividends that we otherwise would@" Standing Committee: the Hons John Gazzola, R.D. Lawson, K.J.
: . . eynolds and T.G. Roberts.

have had. What we have seen in the electricity industry is tha

about $300 million per year has been shifted— Motion carried.
Members interjecting: TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: | move:

The PRESIDENT: Order! That a message be sent to the House of Assembly transmitting
The Hon. P. HOL L OWAY: —$300 million per year has " redoing resoltion.
been shifted. Motion carried.
Members interjecting:
The PRESIDENT: Order! MATTERS OF INTEREST
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: Just think about it for a
moment. If $300 million a year was shifted to consumers— FASHION INDUSTRY

ThePRESIDENT: Order! Standing orders are provided

- - . - . . TheHon. R.K. SNEATH: | would like to take this
for all members (including ministers). The minister W|II_ deSIStgpportunity to talk about the issue of fashion and the pressure

TheHon P. HOLLOWAY: If one does a back of the put on ordinary Australians, young and old, to look like the
envelope calculation, the extra $300 million (or thereabout uper thin models who parade the catwalks. As reported in

. o . he Advertiser of 21 October 2003, a judge on the latest
rﬁétrglianiw being imposed upon consumers in Sou”Peality TV showAustralian Idol told a contestant to lose a

S few pounds or wear more suitable clothing for her next
Members interjecting: performance. This comment drew gasps from the audience

The PRESIDENT: Order! _ o who could not believe what they were hearing on live

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: Mr President, $300 million  television. Fortunately for the young woman in question, she
a year would support, with a simple back of the envelopgyas able to maintain her composure and appear, at least on
caleulation— the surface, reasonably unaffected. She could not have been

Membersinterjecting: more than a standard size 12. In the following night's

The PRESIDENT: Order! Members on my right and the episode, the judge explained that he was required to make all
backbench will come to order. Standing orders apply to botimecessary comments to contestants on camera and not in quiet
sides of the council. backstage conversations.

TheHon. P.HOLLOWAY: A simple back of the He felt that his comments were justified and needed to be
envelope calculation would show that $300 million a year tosaid due to the fact that, if she ended up winning the competi-
consumers would support something like $5 billion worth oftion and was photographed by the press on the red carpet at
borrowing. So there has been a direct shift. If the electricitysome award ceremony or the like, the media would obviously
charges had risen under the old arrangements, the state wouldicify her for her appearance. All this sounds pretty harsh,
be $5 billion better off. Regarding this report, the secondut is it not true that the glossy magazines which consumers
point states: buy by the thousands take an opportunity to chastise those in
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the public eye for the slightest weight gain, and encourage LABOR GOVERNMENT

ordinary people to diet their body shapes away? This is done

via bold headlines and advertising new ways of losing weight The Hon. D.W. RIDGWAY: In The Advertiser yester-

in every issue. day, an opinion poll showed that the government and the

opposition had drawn level on both a primary and a two party
referred basis. What this poll really indicates is that you can

showing half-starved women trundling down the catwalk in ;j”o Itﬁgm;ecg)fptlge SE Otﬁlg ?m: qrfrt,zeE&%?;g%?ﬁ%ggggg

a couple of shreds of fabric which barely cover their thin tempted to bully, threaten and deceive the people of South

. . - at]
ey e ety S omn e eo Rt b, hanks 10 the effors of the opposion and
Y g various community groupings, the true nature of the Rann

pounds if you want to look any good this summer. What you .
do not often see is backstage photographs of these young giﬂgvernment has been exposed and has now been reflected in

U L = tNe people’s voting intentions. From the very first day, the
ﬁ(n)?a:ns%?z;sopfufg?g i%'%?éﬁges and swilling champagne wit arrogance of this government has been its defining feature.

The Treasurer announced that he had found a budgetary black
How are the young and old of today supposed to havéole supposedly left by the previous government, but later
confidence in themselves when their ideal role models arthat year he was forced to admit that there had been a surplus,
undernourished and do not reflect the average Australian omhich is why | found his comment ilansard on Monday
the street? Today we are inundated with advertisementiat ‘geography was never a strong point of mine at school,
saturating our subconscious with unrealistic ideals that couldnd you should have seen what my maths results were like’
not be any further from our actual appearance. | understangery interesting. At least the Treasurer has the courage to
the ‘ideals’ are marketed in order to sell a product, but whaadmit that he is out of his depth.
happened to the days when a gorgeous size 14 to 16 Marilyn The Treasurer is quite fond of using his tongue to
Monroe billboard could stop the traffic? Putting her moviedevastating effect. Quite often he has managed to destroy
star looks to one side, Monroe’s figure was and still is a mucheputations—admittedly mainly his own—and policies—
more accurate representation of the average Australiaggain mainly his own government’'s—simply by opening his
woman. What happened to the days of Maggie Tabberer—wmouth. When he said, in reference to the opposition, ‘You
all remember Maggie Tabberer—when women could buydon’t have the moral fibre to go back on your promised
those size clothes off the racks in ordinary clothes shops?do’, he was not lying. In fact, the government must have

many gymnasts because it is quite good at backflipping.

Why is this particular body shape not now recognised a :
ideal> Why is a half-starved model used to advertise?"erhaps members of the government are better suited to a

products for 15 to 50-year olds? Where is the logic in that,9ircus thgn parliament. In ?ts first_year, the government broke
Young girls are told that their physical progression in'[o‘itS promise on taxes by imposing new taxes on the hotel

X X ) industry; and it also raised fees and charges. In its second
adulthood is not a particularly desirable look, and women ear, it imposed the River Murray levy and slugged the

over 30 are expecled to regress physically to the size th ining industry, which the Premier said he wants to be an

;voel;(nag;n ;23";‘?%3? ﬁvgghbzzgzothlé '?er;%gg;ergg;/ fcs);“?conomic success story, with a 40 per cent inc_;rease in the
harbouring a bit of p.uppy fat or his skinny mate lacking ro_yalty rate. My advice to thg Premier is th's.: if he wants
bulging biceps. According to advertisers, those kinds ofhining to be really successful in South Austrahz_a, stop taxing
males do not get the girls: it is always the tanned, toplesIt é%g{?;th and stop your petty scaremongering about the

blokes who have spent the past 10 years of their life workin There are many examples of the government's going back

out in the gym and eating eggwhite omelettes. | cannot Sa¥n its promises. Just ask the people of the Cora Barclay

that | know too many men, especially in this chamber, with ; . : :
washboard stomachs. Centre, where the Treasurer, whilst acting premier, bullied

and intimidated the management of a centre which helps
Considering that the aim of advertising is to sell productschildren with a disability. How heartless can you be? This
would it not be reasonable to assume that, even though glossypposedly tough on crime government’s track record is not
magazines display super slim six foot tall models wearingnuch better when it comes to protecting the people of South
their fashion garments, the shops would stock clothes tha&ustralia against crime. The Premier cut $800 000 from the
correspond to the actual size and shape of the buyers grime prevention program and has not put one new police
question, that is, the people on the street? | think that is a faofficer on the beat. The Premier announced yesterday that he
assumption, but it seems that the retail stores disagree withiould put some boots on the ground, but, if his commitment
me. The sizes generally stocked for women range from sign police numbers is anything like his commitment in respect
to 12—in some shops it is six to 10 only—with each sizeof Adelaide Airport, we will still be waiting for them in two
differing from store to store. Now that would not be too muchyears.
of a problem if all women were slim and the same height, but, The government has to take a good look at itself. It was
if members go out on the street, they will see that that is noappointed by the member for Hammond under a promise of
the case. being open and accountable. The conspirators promised us a
S . better form of government, instead we have ministers who
Gentlemen also suffer t.he injustice of having to buysimply refuse tgo take any responsibility for their actions—
clothes to fit one part of their body but not the other. Whenever thina bad that haopens is the fault of the previous
short people such as us, Mr President, buy a pair of pants v%e ything pp P
ki

: iberal government. Let me tell members that everything
are required to cut at least a foot off the bottom and then ta ;
them up a further six inches. ood that has happened is also as a result of the reforms and

programs implemented by the previous Liberal government,
Time expired. because this government has done nothing but look back-

Nearly every week inThe Australian there is a full-
coloured two page spread of the latest fashions from Europ
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wards. In fact, this government is fond of knocking thethey nonetheless relied heavily on the methods of linguistic
privatisation policy of the previous government. As myand logical analysis central to modern philosophy.
colleague the Hon. Robert Lucas mentioned in his question, Medlin early set his face against the publish or perish
today’s Standard and Poor’s statement states explicitly:  requirement that is responsible for so much trivia and tripe
The privatisation of the state’s electricity assets in 2000 and" @cademia. In consequence, he published sparingly, yet his
2001 . . was a keydctor in the December 1999 rating upgrade topublications are wide ranging, includin§udies in the
‘AA+ from AA. Foundation of Mathematics, The Philosophy of Biology,
This is clear vindication of the previous governmentsMoral Philosophy, The Philosophy of Religion, Political
position, and the government's attack on this policy show&hilosophy, and The Philosophy of Language, as well as
its lack of understanding when it comes to economidafger- Iooser§peculat|ons on the meaning of life. His most
management. important a_chlevement was the_development, fr_om 1958, of
Mr President, as you mentioned earlier, ministers us&'hat he believes to be the first viable theory of mind, namely
question time to make a plethora of ministerial Statementéfemral state materialism. This theory owes much to the work
which can take up to five minutes out of question time eacfyf J-J:C- Smart. ltwas also developed independently by D.M.
day. With 64 sitting days, that is in excess of 300 minutes o rmstrong and_ David Lews, in bOth cases, again, based upon
questioning that the public loses each year because gpundations laid by Smart. If Medlin, Armstrong and Lewis
ministerial statements. In fact, that is five full days of90t it right (which Medlin still believes), they have cut
question time. How is this being open and accountable? TherRCnopenhauer's ‘world knot'. _
was such a depth of talent in the Liberal government thay N 1967, Medlin was appointed chairman of the newly-
there were four ministers in the upper house. In the LabO{Drme‘_j Campaign for Peace in Vietnam. In 1969, he and
government, the talent pool is such that it can afford to havd€annie MacLean announced, in Canberra, the formation of

only two ministers and, in the words of Rex JoryThe & national movement, the Vietnam Moratorium Campaign.
Advertiser today, ‘They aren't coping.’ Later that year, Medlin became vice chairman of the South
The government talks about being tough on crime abod%‘UStral.'an branch of t_he VMC. For a number of years, h? was

’ Aan active and notorious opponent of Australia’s military

being economically responsible and about tripling our. o ST .
exports. However, when it comes time to walk the walk, themvolvement in Vietnam. In 1971, he was imprisoned in the

government is betrayed. The government has no new pO"C%da?tlglrde Gaol, as a reward for his service to the nation in this
it has presided over a $380 million blow-out in WorkCover, )

- . . .. Medlin now lives in the Wimmera, where he continues
and it has cut deeply into many regional programs. Such Is{ivately to read and write philosophy, and much else

the arrogance of the Rann Labor government, | am sure thg ides. He i f Ki th in the phil
on 19 March 2006 the South Australian public will reward esides. He IS currently working on a theory in the phiioso-
hy of language, which he believes to be as original and

this government with yet another long stint on the oppositior > ‘ )
ben (Q:Jh es y 9 P Important as was central state materialism. However, his main

passions are photography and the restoration of local
bushland. In this latter enterprise, he is partnered by his wife,
MEDLIN, PROF. B. Christine Vick. It was a pleasure to meet someone with

TheHon. J. GAZZOLA: | want to talk about a note- forthright, incisive and considered points of view on a range

worthy Soutﬁ Australian wh'om | have met recently, Emeritu of issues, such as the current state, federal and global political

Professor Brian Medlin, a refreshing and interesting academ @ndscape.

figure. Emeritus Professor Brian Medlin, BA (Hons), B. Phil.

and MA, (Oxford), was born in Orroroo in South Australia JAMESTOWN REG'S(;\I(')A‘LL HYDROTHERAPY

in 1927. He attended the Adelaide Technical High School,

but was educated in the Public Library of South Australia. e Hon. J.M.A. LENSINK Today, | wish to speak

TheHon. P. Holloway: | know his brother, too. about the Jamestown Regional Hydrotherapy Pool, which was

TheHon. J. GAZZOLA: Good. He graduated with first commissioned on 5 October. A number of our colleagues
class honours in philosophy from the University of Adelaideattended, including the Leader of the Democrats (Hon. Sandra
in 1958. Prior to this, he had been a factory hand, a cattl&anck), Mr Sneath and a couple of members of the House of
drover and horse breaker, an airline booking clerk, a secomssembly, the Hon. Dorothy Kotz and Ms Vickie Chapman.
dary school teacher and a university tutor in EnglishOther notable people in attendance included representatives
literature. During this time, he had a play produced androm the Northern Areas Council—Mr Jeff Burgess, the
published a quantity of verse in literary journals. Subsequenthairman, and Mr Paul Mclnerney, who | understand is the
ly, he taught philosophy in Ghana and studied at Oxford. CEO.

Shortly before Medlin’s admission, in 1961, to the degree  The most notable person in attendance that day was a local
of Bachelor of Philosophy (Oxford), he was elected to theby the name of Mr Robert Stacey who is the chairman of the
Kennedy Research Fellowship at New College, Oxford. Fronmanagement committee. Several years ago, Mr Stacey
there he went, in 1964, to a readership at the University ofinderwent two total knee replacements at the same time—
Queensland. After that, he was the foundation Professor afhich I, as a physiotherapist, would have to say is rather a
Philosophy at the Flinders University of South Australia frombrave move. During his rehabilitation phase, he had hydro-
1967 to 1988. During Medlin’s time at Flinders, the disciplinetherapy treatment, which highlighted to him the need for a
of philosophy introduced many radical courses, all of thenpool in that particular area. The nearest location from the
based upon the conviction that philosophy is properly alistrict of Jamestown is at Port Pirie, so, as a local who
practical as well as a merely intellectual discipline. Amongsunderstood the benefits, he determined that he would attempt
these was the first women'’s studies course to be taught in da get one in the region, and he is to be strongly commended
Australian university. Radical though these courses werdor that.
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If 1 could just highlight to the chamber the benefits of  Late last year, the Labor government closed down Music
hydrotherapy. It is particularly useful for all sorts of condi- House, the centre established by the former Liberal
tions, including orthopaedic rehabilitation (such as total knegiovernment to promote live contemporary music in South
replacements) and also for people who have suffered strokésistralia. The justification given was that the centre was in
and other neurological disorders. It is a benefit for people oflire financial circumstances. In fact, the budget overrun was
all ages who need to exercise in a non weight bearingome $165 000. When | attempted, through questions, to nail
environment and with the resistance of water. The warmth oflown exactly how the debt was generated, John Hill, the
the water can also provide great pain relieving benefits at theainister responsible for closing it down, was evasive. |
same time. So, it is a unique form of exercise, and one iwisited Music House shortly after it had been established, and
which | was involved in my time as a practising physiothera- was very impressed with this fledgling operation.
pist, and | would commend it to the council. | particularly By contrast, when | recently revealed in parliament that
recommend to the health minister to look into it and the wayshere had been an overrun in State Opera’s budget for the
in which it can be of benefit to the people of South Australia2004 production of WagnerRing (and we are talking about
in more detail. at least half a million dollars), minister Hill was completely

Mr Stacey is such a keen advocate of hydrotherapy thatlaxed about it. Large amounts of public money are invested
he has driven the local community. He has obviously beein State Opera. The fact that every ticket to a State Opera
very successful in having his dream come to fruition afteproduction is subsidised by the taxpayer to the tune of $50
several years. In 1999, the Mid North Regional Developmentneans exacting standards of financial management should be
Board provided a grant for a feasibility study to assist, basetequired. Yet State Opera’s loss of $500 000 brought a shrug
on 45 physiotherapy clients a week, and a steering committesf the shoulders from the minister: ‘These things happen, he
was established in late 1999. The first public meeting wasaid.
held at Jamestown Medical Centre five years ago. Along the In fact, the minister should have been saying that he would
way, a number of people have been generous, particularlye undertaking a complete investigation into the issue. The
Malcolm and Margaret Sparkes, who donated land adjacemtuditor-General’s annual report has confirmed that the
to the medical centre (which has turned out to be very gooéinancial controls at State Opera are lacking. Of greatest
location). The pool that was used for rehabilitation at theconcern is the failure of State Opera to include penalty
Sydney Olympics (a brand known as ‘Swimex’) was clauses for a breach of contractual obligations in multimillion
purchased and has been installed. dollar production contracts. The Auditor-General has also

In relation to the funding, | commend the local community highlighted the absence of a risk management plan, a formal
for having raised significant funds. | would like to point out process for the evaluation and approval of major operatic
to the government that it should be more conscientious iproductions and a breakdown in the proper chain of authority
assisting people in regional communities. | think that, a lobetween State Opera and the State Supply Board. Is the
of the time, the assumption is made that country people havainister relaxed about this? By way of contrast, when Music
a lot of resources and, therefore, can afford to be neglectetlouse, a fledgling organisation, ran over budget by only
The cost of the hydrotherapy pool and building has bee$165 000, it was unceremoniously axed.
estimated at $450 000. The community has now raised All of the arts need support; they always have. But if we
$230 000. On the Friday night before the commissioning, itolerate cost overruns for State Opera, where will we find the
had raised $10 000 from a local fundraiser. This is a verynoney to support the small local acrobatic troupe, the
significant amount, and | think it demonstrates thestruggling rock band, or the regional arts shows—in other
community’s commitment to this program. words, the breeding grounds for our future artists? Think how

The federal government has also been significant, andthat $500 000 cost overrun from State Opera could have been
acknowledge the work of Mr Barry Wakelin, the member forspent in the contemporary music industry! Arts SA has
Grey, who successfully obtained $135 000 towards theecently announced a new funding program to support the
project from the Regional Solutions program. So, approxidevelopment of live music in South Australia. That is
mately $70 000 is outstanding, and | urge the government toommendable, but—
take the bona fides of the local community on board. The The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting:
government is potentially missing a great opportunity to TheHon. SANDRA KANCK: | suspect that that is
provide goodwill to the community and to demonstrate itsprobably the case. However, the amount that has been set
commitment not only to the frail aged but also to others whaaside could have been greatly expanded by the addition of the
are in need of these sorts of services. | congratulate thiealf a million dollars that has been lost by State Opera. The

community for its work. Minister for the Arts and the Minister Assisting the Premier
in the Arts need to ensure that this $500 000 is the last of
ARTSFUNDING State Opera’s losses and not just the beginning.
TheHon. SANDRA KANCK: It is amazing how LEARNING FOR LIFE PROGRAM

governments play ducks and drakes with their funding

priorities. What a Liberal government opens up, a Labor TheHon. A.L. EVANS: The link between the academic
government is just as likely to shut down—often for no othermperformance of a child and that of the socioeconomic status
reason than, ‘It wasn’t our idea,'—or, if they cannot close itof that child is well established in sociological research. For
down, they rename it, as they have done today. | went to mstance, they are more likely to have lower levels of literacy,
function earlier today, where the Premier renamed Musioiumeracy and comprehension, lower retention rates, lower
Business Adelaide (which was set up by the former artgarticipation rates, and higher levels of problematic school
minister, Diana Laidlaw) to the Fuse Festival which is, Ibehaviour. Such children are less likely to study specialised
think, a little bit more obtuse in its title and does not quite saymaths and science subjects. They are more likely to have
what it is about. difficulty in their studies and to display negative attitudes to
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school, and they are less successful in the school to laboaombined effort of both organisations. I, too, commend the
market transition. work of the Smith Family Learning for Life program and
A good experience in school will give a child a strongwould like to see the government demonstrate a greater
foundation for life. However, the pattern that | have justcommitment to the program as well, by recognising, acknow-
mentioned reveals that, even if a child is enrolled in a goodedging and supporting the importance of the Learning for
school, that child, if he or she comes from a low socioecoLlife program and the impact it is having on Australia’s
nomic family, the child will still graduate without having future.
received the full benefits of the education system. For the past
15 years, the Smith Family has conducted a program called
Learning for Life. The whole aim of the program is to help BUSINESS, NORTHERN SUBURBS

disqdvantaged_children stay at school so that t_hey canreach TheHon. J.SL. DAWKINS: Today | wish to highlight
their full potential. The program works by offering scholar- ihe jevel of innovation and collaboration witnessed by a

ships to students whose family meets the criteria of oWy, of Liberal MLCs during a visit to the City of Playford.
income and commitment to their child's educa}tlon. . . The familiarisation and awareness visit was arranged by the
Under the scholarship, a student receives financighen Northern Adelaide Business Enterprise Centre Chairman
support, ranging from $204 to $2000 per annum. Thenq |ocal identity, Ron Watts. The group initially met at the
Learning for Life program is guided by holistic principles, cjy of playford offices at Davoren Park, where Mayor
resulting in students being not only provided with add't'onalMarilyn Baker and CEO Tim Jackson provided an overview
financial support but they are also given additional sgppor%f the council area and a summary of the current projects and
services and resources. For example, students are given fag,,es in the region. These topics included the $100 million
support of a tertiary level trained education support Workerg|izaheth City redevelopment, Peachey Belt, Edinburgh Parks
th assists stgdents with personal support, mformathn andhd the Virginia Horticulture Centre. This discussion was
advice, including access to other agencies, to specialisgd)iowed by a presentation from Ken Daniel, the Manager of
support and to mediation, if students are having specigbjayford Partnerships. Three of the MLCs then visited the
problems at school. The Smith Family understands tha{qrthern Area Community and Youth Services at Davoren
students with special needs and talents can be faced Wiy \yhere Richard Piorkowski outlined the wide range of

additional expenses. For instance, a student from a 10Wgyjices provided to the community and funded from various
socioeconomic family may be asked to represent the schogl , ces.

in a sports team, or they may require specialised equipment . ) .
relating to a disability or gift. In these circumstances, At the same time, the remainder of the group visited the

Learning for Life students can apply to cover these additiondNorthern Adelaide Waste Management Authority (NAWMA)
expenses. recycling plar_1t at Elizabeth West. NAWMA manages the
Another important aspect of the program is the provisiofVaste collections for the Playford, Salisbury and Gawler
of mentors. Each scholarship holder under the Learning forouncils. Manager Brian King hosted an |n,spect|on_of the
Life program who undertakes tertiary studies is also matchefducation facility and explained the plant's operation in
with a mentor, who is generally from the business communig@ndling 500 000 waste collections each month. The two
and volunteers their time and is usually working in a field tha@rOUPs came together for a light lunch at the Innovation
matches the student’s aspirations. On more occasions th&f"ntre on Womma Road at Elizabeth West. Here the MLCs
not, students form lasting friendships with their mentors, wha€amt of the work of the Northern Adelaide Business
provide not only academic assistance but also arrange woRnterprise Centre,_the Northern Adelaide Development Boa_rd
experience placements and future employment opportunitie@nd the economic department of the Playford Council.
In January 2000, the Learning for Life program supported_résentations were made by Reg Nye, Max Davids and Rodin
approximately 7 000 students across Australia, with studenf@enoff respectively. The Innovation Centre, formerly the
mostly from the metropolitan area. Following a change infAunger factory, is undergoing a significant upgrade and will
strategic direction based on the results and success of tR@0N host a range of companies with a focus on advanced
program, the Smith Family has made the decision to focus offanufacturing.
and expand the Learning for Life program. In three years, the The visitors then split into three groups to visit local
Smith Family has grown from 14 locations nationally to 47business operators. The first group visited Exide Technolo-
locations, and 34 per cent of the students receiving Learningies at Elizabeth West, where manager Brian Smith outlined
for Life scholarships are from rural and regional locationsthe operations of this battery manufacturing plant which
Today, almost 22 000 students are on the program nationallgmploys 250 people. With a capital investment of hundreds
with 2 260 of that number from South Australia—an amazingof millions of dollars, this plant builds batteries from start to
figure, given that three years ago only 720 students were dinish. Richard Barrett, Managing Director of Scholle
the program. Industries, also at Elizabeth West, hosted the second group
The Smith Family is working actively with local commu- and detailed the production of flexible food containers by a
nities to build sustainable long-term support for the Learningvork force of 300. This plant has an annual turnover of more
for Life program. Currently, the Smith Family has disadvan-than $100 million and produces a range of containers,
taged children on waiting lists and sufficient scholarshipincluding wine bladders. The third group visited the smaller,
sponsors who are prepared and willing to support thoséamily owned Calbic Tooling operation at Elizabeth South.
students. However, what is lacking is the sustainable fundingroprietor Roger Callow explained the role of this award
that will allow for the infrastructure expansion of Learning winning firm in the automotive, defence and other industries.
for Life. All the visiting MLCs then gathered at Lyell McEwin
The Smith Family and Cisco Systems were the nationaHospital, where CEO Paul Gardiner informed the group about
winners of the 2001 Prime Minister’s Community Businessthe benefits to the region of stage A of the hospital redevelop-
Partnerships Award. This recognition was the result of thenent.
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I would like to quote the comments of my colleague the  Our vision is now so clouded that a human rights problem is
Leader of the Opposition and shadow minister for industrynisrepresented as a threat to national sovereignty; that compassion

: it is now seen as a weakness; that dissent is a mark of the newly-
and trade, the Hon. Rob Lucas, following the visit: despised elitism.

It was heartening to hear local business leaders congratulating trﬁ .,
Playford Council, the BEC and the Development Board for theirti€ Says, and | agree, that Australia’s recent treatment of
willingness to work with local industry to help foster economic refugees, which sinclampathe Australian government has

development of the region. There are a number of exciting localiressed up as border protection, violates all the values we
initiatives which could be used as a model for many other regionsynce shared. Now we have about 300 asylum seekers
It was also valuable for the group to witness the sense danguishing on islands in the Pacific for months or years at
identity and community pride that exists within Playford. a time, where families are torn apart and the uncertainty
This city was formed only six years ago, following the hanging over people’s future continues to cause great distress,
amalgamation of the cities of Elizabeth and Munno Para. Thi breach of our obligations under international law.

new council—both elected members and staff—has worked The Universal Declaration of Human Rights is the most
hard with many industry and community groups to blendyidely accepted international convention in human history.
these two cities—one purely urban and one with amrticle 14 provides that every person has a right to seek
urban/periurban and rural mix—into a new municipal identityasylum in any territory to which they can gain access. But,
within the northern sector of the metropolitan area. Last weelyhen a person arrives in Australia without prior permission
my colleague the Hon. Terry Stephens spoke about a similgind seeks asylum, we lock them up. The Migration Act
visit to the Salisbury area, and time did not allow him toprovides for the detention of such people until they are either
cover the full trip. That trip also included a visit to the given a visa or removed from Australia. In practice, this
Vietnamese Christian Centre at Pooraka and one also {@eans that human beings—men women and children
Nocelle Foods, a nut processing and distribution business iAnocent of any crime except, according to the federal Liberal
the Pooraka area. | indicate my thanks to all those who havgovernment, seeking asylum in our country—are imprisoned
helped to make these visits possible. for months or, in many cases, years and often indefinitely.

Australia’s so-called Pacific Solution is a fraud on the
public and is fast becoming an international embarrassment.
Our government pretends to respect the rule of law and loudly
proclaims the importance of sovereignty, but the Pacific
Solution involves a resolute denial of the legal rights of

ASYLUM SEEKERS asylum seekers. It breaches the constitution of Nauru where,
in the name of border protection, our government places
TheHon. KATE REYNOLDS: I move: refugees and governments of small, vulnerable nations in an

That the South Australian parliament condemns mandatorgndless holding pattern. In Article 5, Nauru's constitution
detention and the Pacific Solution as crimes against humanity. forbids detention except in specified circumstances; for

Well known refugee rights campaigner Julian Burnside Qc&X@mple, after conviction for an offence or whilst awaiting
spoke last month at the inaugural Don Dunstan FoundatioPlrlal for.a serious of_fenge where balil 1S not appropriate. The
Human Rights Oration about the vision of Ben Chifley, the€Xceptions do not justify the detention of the hundreds of
Prime Minister of Australia from 1945 to 1949. For most of 2SYlum seekers who have been taken there against their will.
that time his deputy was H.V. Evatt who in 1948 was elected The Australian government knows that the asylum seekers
President of the United Nations General Assembly and whare detained on Nauru. No competent lawyer could believe
then presided over the UN’s adoption and proclamation of thé¢hat the detention is valid under Nauru’s constitution. Rather,
Universal Declaration of Human Rights in December 1948the government avoids acknowledging that the asylum
Australia not only supported the adoption of the declarationseekers are detained, and this must be news to the asylum
it also strongly advocated that the rights enshrined in theeekers themselves, who are strictly confined within the
declaration should be enforceable, not merely a statement oAmps in which they are held. As it turns out, this is done by
hope or principle. Following the Great Depression and whaa legal trick. Article 5 of the constitution permits a person to
Julian Burnside called ‘the agonies of war’, there werebe detained ‘for the purpose of affecting his expulsion,
abiding values which most people would recognise as thextradition or other lawful removal from Nauru'. Asylum
essence of the Australian character, and he named thesesgskers are taken to Nauru against their will. They are held
mateship, generosity, openness and, above all, the idea ofraorder to expel them again. Australia pays Nauru over $1
fair go. billion for this process. Stranger still, the asylum seekers are
But then in 2001 the arrival of thEampa in Australian ~ 9iven a visa, although they are not informed of that fact. A
waters carrying 438 terrified and persecuted men, women ar§@ndition of the visa is that they must stay in one of the
children, who had been rescued from their sinking vessel, we&etention camps.
misrepresented to the public by our federal government as a As Julian Burnside points out to anyone who will listen,
threat to our national sovereignty. Most of these people wer# the constitution forbids detention, a visa which imposes
terrified Hazaras from Afghanistan, fleeing the Taliban. Thedetention cannot be valid. Nevertheless, in May 2003, the
Taliban’s regime was so harsh that just a couple of month€hief Justice of Nauru ruled these strange arrangements to
later our Prime Minister sent Australia to war. Julianbe valid. This results in innocent people being detained for
Burnside believes that the Prime Minister revived hisyears on Nauru despite its constitutional guarantees. Allowing
flagging prospects for the 2001 election by using the SAS téor the fact that the detainees have no competent legal
keep those 438 men, women and children from safety. Theepresentation, the judgment is a disgraceful piece of work:
success of that miserable and deceptive enterprise, he sagsyeil too thin to hide the corruption which it attempts to
is a symptom of the terrible poison in this nation. He said: justify.
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Nauru'’s constitution also guarantees access to legal help. When the people smugglers took us out of the country, we were

The asylum seekers on Nauru have asked for legal help btﬁke_g té)tlndO%eSiat- 'X'\y {at?EbeOtl)Jnfi %Utttqgt thteh Strﬂugglel:j hatlll
; ecided to send us to Australia by boat. He told us that he could only
have been refused. Pro bono lawyers from Australia hav%ke us to Australia. Without any other choice we were compelled

been refused permission to go to Nauru. In March 2003, af accept his offer. He loaded us onto an old wooden boat and we set
Australian lawyer arrived in Nauru with letters from detaineessail towards the ocean. At sea, we endured terrible conditions for
requesting his help. The lawyer drew attention to thefourteen days. We had only biscuits and water to eat and drink and

constitutional guarantee of access to legal assistance. He wai&ny moment there was a possibility that our boat might sink. It was
extremely frightening and we felt that we were near to death. We

told by a Nauran official that they have come under enormoug)erated this severe hardship and thought than when we reached
pressure from Australia to not allow lawyers, human rightsaustralia there would not be any other danger to threaten us. We
workers or journalists to get to the detainees. The lawyer wathought that we would be treated like humans however whatever we
put on a plane and sent back to Australia. By this device, th ad imagined turned out to be the opposite and our hopes had been

i ; tile.
Australian government has isolated the asylum seekers froffl”" 5, 0 - 2 rival DIMIA and ACM staff were waiting for us and we

every legal system in the world. They may as well be inwere put into a detention centre. We have now been living in
Guantanamo Bay. Australian detention for 3 years. These places | have only imagined

To help members understand what drives me to advocai My nightmares. We have been imprisoned in a frightening desert

for urgent change, | will read from a letter received by mycamp, in South Australia, called Baxter. My family is separated from

. . Cga(:h other. My mother and | are in Woomera Housing and my father
office on 14 October. To protect the family, | have changechnd brother are in Baxter detention, they are surrounded by razor

their names. The letter states: wire, fences and electric gates. When they put me into detention |
. P ._was 16 and my brother was 15. | pleaded with them a lot. | cried a
We are a family of four people from Iran. We arrived in Australlaa&}l and asked them to let me go to school, to study but those DIMIA

in the year 2000 and since that time we have been imprisoned in ~ :
desert detention centre. My father’'s name is Habib and he is 42 ye argehgﬁrr tlﬁg ﬁg?dpéf took that dream and desire away from me and

old. My father was a well-known merchant in Iran and had a big After our arrival in Australia we had some interviews. our

drapery shop selling curtains and material in Tehran, the capital ot ; ; ; i

Iranp H)é ofteg travelglled to other Asian countries for business gnd hgpplication for seeking asylum in Australia was rejected by the RRT.

enioved his iob. My mother's name is Soona. and she is 40 vears old. '€ Immigration officials select people in a subjective manner and
JOY job. My ' y eir judgment is not just. We have faced a great injustice. When our

\?vnﬁ sﬁ)a;:ehrgg%?esgg in Iran and had her own hairdressing salgil yo o Court hearing was finished, we had to wait for a long time
My brother is Tayeb and he is 18 years old. My name s NosraLor aresult however finally (our case was approved). However to our

to an unexpected problem which my father faced, we were forced tcgrocess of appealing to the H'igh Court, however we do not have any

leave our country. My father was a well-known merchant and haq,ope for this to be successful and we despair for our future. Living
two salesmen working in his shop. Whenever my father was o, these conditions is unbearable.

business trips overseas, these two salesmen were running the shop.My family have lost many things, for example my parents now
One of the salesmen in my father's shop was a member of thgyce severe psychological stress and need to take medication. The
Mujahedin Khalg Organisation, an outlawed and illegal organisationoy and happiness that my mother once had can no longer be found
in Iran. He was an important and active member of this Organlsatlofrgn her face. Seeing her suffering, with her tearful eyes, in this prison
During my father’s absence, this man misused my father's trust anghajes it unbearable for me. My father blames himself for bringing
used the facilities in the shop, such as the fax machine, for his anth;s family to this desert jail. This is also a torture for me. | have
Iranian government political activities. Unfortunately, my father did neyer felt as | feel now, how unfortunate | am. | am writing this letter
not know about his political activities and his cooperation with g yequest you to assist and help us and write a letter to the Minister
MKO. The other salesman was not involved in any anti-governmengs jmmigration to use her power and authority and reconsider our
activities and was innocent like my father. Apparently the securityzase. | swear to you by God and ask that you please not let my family

agents were trying to arrest this man, and when they found out thagt and decay in this desert jail. Please help us to once more
he conducts all his anti-government activities from my father's shopexperience and feel the freedom beyond these fences.

they rushed unexpectedly to my father's shop but they did not s . .

succeed to catch the MKO member and he ran away from the badksylum seekers in this country are held in the most shocking

door of the shop. o _ and appalling conditions where the freedom they have
My father was out of the shop at this time and did not have anyyreamed of is prohibited and their every move inside the

knowledge abouit this incident. The only person in the shop was theg nfines of a detention centre is watched 24/7. The United
innocent second salesman. However, the security agents arrested

and took him away. They also searched the whole shop and took hi}N{"}‘tIOnS Human Rights Commission has described conditions
away. They took some items and important documents which relatdft Australia’s detention centres as ‘offensive to human
to the MKO. These documents were found in the storeroom of mylignity’. The United Nations Working Group on Arbitrary
fathers shop. MKO is one of the largest anti-Iranian governmenpetention has described these detention centres as ‘worse

organisations and anyone who is a member or has any connecti : , . : )
with it will be destroyed by the Iranian government. Um‘ortunately,('?im"eln prisons’ and has observed ‘alarming levels of self-harm’.

all the evidence was against my father and he did not have anjhey have found that the detention of asylum seekers in
evidence to prove that he was innocent and was not a member gustralia contravenes Article 9 of the International Covenant
MKO. As | mentioned, because my father was a businessman angh Civil and Political Rights which bans arbitrary detention.

was financially well off and often had overseas trips, the Iranian - : : - -
government thought that my father was a member of this Julian Burnside QC told the audience in Adelaide last

organisation and was financially supporting it. month that the delegate of the United Nations Human Rights
In addition, because one of the members of MKO was myCommissioner who visited Woomera described it as ‘a great
father's employee, so the Iranian government was certain that mjuman tragedy’. Human Rights Watch and Amnesty
Igg‘pel; aisggv'é‘?%&irp%re‘ge?ﬁi tgrf((’#geés“‘s‘gai‘étévgé‘e’ggmgrtol nternational have repeatedly criticised Australia’s policy of
father. When he found out about this, he decided to flee the count andatory dgtentlon and the conditions in which PeOpIe are
as soon as possible with my family. That was the only thing myheld. Despite its newer facilities, the Baxter Detention Centre
father could do in order to save his life. After our escape thanside our state borders is as bad and some say much worse.
government of Iran confiscated all our assets and belongings, suglyman rights organisations all around the world have
as our house, car, shop and my mother’s hairdressing salon and b .
accounts. Later on we found out that my father's second salesm ”de”.‘”ed Australia’s trgatment of asylum seekers. Only the
whom was innocent and did not have anything to do with the MKOAUStralian government is untroubled by our treatment of
was murdered tragically by the security department. innocent, traumatised people who seek our help. If the United
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Nations were debating the wording of the Declaration offreedom and for a pluralistic democratic government to be
Human Rights now in 2003, the federal Liberal governmengstablished in Iran.

would oppose it. Julian Burnside contends that, if by a quirk  After describing to the audience back in September a
of geography we were eligible for membership of thevideotape that he has in his possession which shows an
European Union, we would be excluded because of ouranian man’s eyes being pulled out with forceps by
treatment of asylum seekers. government officials, Julian Burnside told the audience about

This eminent QC reminded the audience on 26 Septemban Iranian man whom he knows whose claim for asylum had
that punishment is central to judicial power and that, becaudeeen rejected. This man lives in fear of being returned to
of the separation of powers entrenched in the Australiathese conditions. He applied to the court for orders preventing
Constitution, only a judicial court can inflict punishment on the government from returning him to Iran. The case theory
a person. Locking a person up is regarded in this country asas simple: the power to remove a person from Australia
punishment. However, the High Court has acknowledged thatoes not go so far as allowing the government to send him to
there are circumstances where detention is necessary for thglace where he faces torture or death.
discharge of an executive function. In those limited circum- The government sought to strike out the claim without a
stances, detention (imposed directly and without the intervertrial on the facts. It invited the court to assume the truth of all
tion of a chapter Il court) will be constitutionally valid. This the facts alleged and argued that those facts had no legal
holds good only as long as the detention goes no further thasonsequences. On that footing, the government’s argument
can reasonably be seen as necessary to the executive purpess this: it does not matter that this man will be tortured
to which it is ancillary. when he is returned, it does not matter that this man will

The Migration Act requires that all unlawful non-citizens eventually be killed when he is returned, but that, neverthe-
should be detained and should be held in detention untless, the government has the power and the obligation to
granted a visa or removed from the country. The widelyreturn him to the place where that will undoubtedly happen.
reported circumstances of Mr al Masri's case earlier this year |, like Julian Burnside, believe that any government
presented a conundrum: he had been refused a visa but Willing to collude in such actions is violating international
could not be removed. The question then was: should hiaw and betraying the values that Australians hold dear. But
remain in detention? For the sake of accuracy, | will quotestill it gets worse. The so-called management unit at the
from the judgment in Mr al Masri’s case, as follows: Baxter Detention Centre is solitary confinement bordering on

Theoretically at least, detention might continue for the rest of 40tal sensory deprivation. | visited the management unit and
person’s life and the Solicitor-General did not shrink from thatwatched the prisoners on closed-circuit TV and tried to
possibility, whilst contending that in the real world such a thingreconcile what | saw with what | thought | knew of Australia.
would not happen. Julian Burnside viewed a videotape of one of the manage-
Put simply, the Solicitor-General (on behalf of the Ministerment unit cells and described it to the audience last month.
for Immigration) submitted to the court that, if it came to the The video shows a cell about 3% metres square with a
point, Mr al Masri could be locked up for the rest of his life mattress on the floor. There is no other furniture; the walls
even though he is innocent of any offence. are bare. A doorway (with no door) leads to a tiny bathroom.

To lock up an innocent person for the rest of their naturafThe cell has no view outside; it is never dark. The occupant
life is (as Julian Burnside contends) a chilling possibility. Forhas nothing to read, no writing materials, no television or
a government to seek such a result is so alarming that it isadio, no company, and yet no privacy because a videocamera
difficult to associate it with modern Australia. The judgmentobserves and records everything 24 hours a day. The detainee
from which I have just quoted was delivered on 15 April thisis kept in the cell for 23% hours a day. For half an hour a day
year. The court rejected the government’s argument and salt is allowed into a small exercise area where he can see the
that the minister could not hold a person in detention for thesky. No court has found him guilty of any offence; no court
rest of his life. The government is, to our national shamehas ordered that he be held in this way.
determined to challenge the decision. When | toured the management unit earlier this year, all

In another case the government argued that, no matter hae cells were full: full of men who had been put in solitary
harsh the conditions in Woomera might be, they wereconfinement for weeks, just in case something happened over
nevertheless lawful, and a court could not interfere. Becausthe Easter weekend. Now we lock people up on speculation.
of the way in which the question arose, the government hatt seems that our government is relaxed and comfortable with
to argue (and it did argue) that even the harshest conditiortee idea of imprisoning innocent people. The Howard
of detention imaginable would nevertheless be lawful. Thesgovernment conceals the worst aspects of on-shore manda-
are, according to Julian Burnside, arguments worthy of théory detention by putting most of the detainees in remote
legal positivists of the Nazi regime. And it gets worse. Whendesert camps hoping the detainees will remain nameless and
a person ultimately fails in their claim for a protection visa, faceless; out of sight and out of mind. It conceals the worst
the Migration Act requires that they be removed fromfeatures of the Pacific Solution by making it virtually
Australia. In practice, that often means that they will beimpossible for Australians (especially lawyers or journalists)
returned to their country of origin. to visit Nauru or Manus Island.

At the present time there are approximately 200 Iranian The secrecy surrounding the contracts with the detention
asylum seekers in Australia’s detention centres who haveentre operators, the lack of proper agreements between state
been refused protection visas. A number of these people livend federal governments, and the lack of transparency and
in genuine terror of the prospect of being returned to Iran—scrutiny of conditions has meant that allegations of human
and understandably so. Many of them have embracedghts abuses cannot be properly investigated. In 2002, along
Christianity, and apostasy is a very serious offence in Iranwith more than 80 other nations, Australia acceded to the
Others belong to minor religious groups whose members afRome statute by which the International Criminal Court was
regularly subjected to terrible treatment in Iran. Some belongreated. This court is the first permanent court ever estab-
to human rights organisations which are campaigning folished with jurisdiction to try war crimes, crimes against
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humanity and crimes of genocide regardless of the nationality EQUAL OPPORTUNITY (CARER’S
of the perpetrators and the place where the offences occurred. RESPONSIBILITIES) AMENDMENT BILL
As part of the process of implementing the International
Criminal Court regime, Australia has introduced intoitsown TheHon. KATE REYNOLDS obtained leave and
domestic law a series of offences which mirror precisely théntroduced a bill for an act to amend the Equal Opportunity
offences over which the International Criminal Court hasAct 1984. Read a first time.
jurisdiction. So, for the first time since Federation, the TheHon. KATE REYNOLDS: | move:
Commonwealth of Australia now recognises genocide as a nat this bill be now read a second time.

crime as well as various other war crimes. The Australian

Criminal Code also recognises various acts as constitutinFrise today to introduce a private member's bill to take the
crimes against humanity. Section 268.12 is of particula rst step in achieving the recognition of carers in South

significance in the present context. In summary, this sectioﬁ“s”a”a- This step is particularly appropriate at this time
covers crimes against humanity of imprisonment or otheP&cause this week is National Carers Awareness \Week. | am

severe deprivation of physical liberty where the perpetratoP!e@sed to note that members and staff of Carers SA are in the
commits an offence if the perpetrator imprisons one or mord@/ery. This bill to amend the Equal Opportunity Act 1984

persons or otherwise severely deprives one or more persojdl ensure that carers, who provide an important social
of physical liberty; if the perpetrator's conduct violates thread throughout our whole society, are recognised for their

articles 9, 14 or 15 of the International Covenant on Civil ancéfforts and not subjected to discrimination because of their
Political Rights; and if the perpetrator's conduct is committed €SPONSibilities to those people who rely upon them for
intentionally or knowingly as part of a widespread or regular care. The simplest definition of a carer is any person

systematic attack directed against a civilian population. who provides regular care for their family member or friend

The elements of these offences are relatively simple’VN© has a disability or a mental iliness, or who may be

where the perpetrator imprisons one or more persons; tHgronically ill, frail or aged. ,
conduct violates article 9 of the ICCPR; or the conduct is Caring is a private issue but a public matter, and these
committed knowingly as part of a systematic attack directed€ople need to have their roles and responsibilities safeguard-
against a civilian population. Australia’s system of manda£d whilst they participate as a citizen in employment,
tory, indefinite detention appears to satisfy each of th&ducation and other day-to-day matters. Carers are parents,
elements of that crime. The minister and Mr Howardhusbands, wives, sisters, brothers, partners, children, or close
imprison asylum seekers. The United Nations Working Grou'[;rlends of_the person receiving the care. Carers come from all
on Arbitrary Detention has found that the system violategvalks of life, age groups and cultural backgrounds, and they
article 9 of the ICCPR. Their conduct is intentional and is¢an spend as little as a few hours every week up to 24 hours
part of a systematic attack directed against those who arrivd day almost every day providing care for these people who
in Australia without papers and seek asylum. A representativdepend on their carers to meet their basic needs. Generally,
of the International Criminal Court has expressed privately?€ople do not plan to become a carer, but find themselves
the view that asylum seekers as a group can readily b@rust into the role following, for example, a partner's
recognised as ‘a civilian population’. They are an identifiableaccident, a parent's chronic iliness, or the birth of a child with
civilian cohort. a disability. This can have a sudden and very dramatic impact
If moral arguments have no traction with our law-makers " thg qarer’s Iifg, and often requires them to alter significant-
it remains the fact that our government is engaged in Eljyt.hewllfe and, in some.ca}ses,to give up a career or regular
continuing crime against humanity when assessed against f&id work to devote their time as a full-time carer.
own legislative standards. If the universal declaration of The role of carers has been significantly under acknow-
human rights were being debated now, Australia wouldedged by society for generations because many people,
oppose it. The Prime Minister resents interference from thécluding law-makers such as ourselves, do not realise that,
international community, just as the previous minister fofwithout the dedication of carers, many more people would
immigration showed just how much he resented interferenceequire more care and attention from government funded
from the courts. We have fallen a long way. We haveservices, which of course comes at significant cost to the
squandered the legacy of our past. health and community services sector and the taxpayer. When
Julian Burnside concluded his speech with the remark#troducing a similar amendment in the New South Wales
that none of this would long survive if we had an oppositionParliament, many people described looking after their
worthy of the name. In the years since Prime Minister Chifleyffamilies and friends as ‘providing the government with a
promoted the great human rights conventions and spoke §h€ap social security net’, a sentiment with which the
the light on the hill, Julian Burnside contends, the LaborPemocrats wholeheartedly agree. While the work of carers
Party has disappeared from the moral map. He says: prOV.IdeS enorm'OUS savings to our health and community
It is too timid to be decent; too frightened to admit mistakes, it Services sector, it often comes at great_p_e_r $°”a' Cos_t to carers.
has vanished at the time when it might urge compassion and honolkiS to0 often the case that the responsibilities of caring make
and decency. Don Dunstan would have wept to see his ideals—hit extremely difficult to maintain full-time employment,
party’s ideals, his country's ideals—so betrayed. placing great financial strain on carers.
I, like many others, hang my head in shame at the treatment This situation is compounded because many carers who
of refugees in this country. It is almost impossible to fathomare employed find that they are not given enough flexibility
how we can treat other human beings in this manner. It i$o juggle their caring and work or education commitments,
time that the nation’s military intelligence resources andhereby placing their job, or their future, in jeopardy. Young
actions were directed towards detecting real terrorists, rath@eople in particular can suffer extreme and sometimes
than stopping refugees from seeking asylum in our countriifelong disruption because of their caring commitments.
as is their legal right. | seek leave to conclude my remarksTheir language, literacy and social skills are jeopardised and
Leave granted; debate adjourned. their future education and employment prospects are grim if
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their right to a quality education is not protected. If somerecent establishment of a State Carers Ministerial Advisory
degree of flexibility could be guaranteed, it would increaseCommittee.
the likelihood that carers in the work force could keep their  This bill will provide protection against discrimination on
job and improve their financial situation and possibly,the grounds of a person’s responsibility as a carer in the areas
hopefully, start to address the problems of isolation and lossf employment, agents, contract workers and within partner-
that caring commitments can cause. When their caring rolships. It also addresses discrimination by qualifying bodies,
ceases or diminishes, they are in a better position to adjusmployment agencies, associations and members of councils.
their lives and achieve their full potential as workers andt will seek to eliminate discrimination by education
citizens. authorities to ensure that carers receive fair access to studies,
Given our state’s ageing population, the number of carerand that their applications to study are not refused on the
in society and the demands being placed on them are likelground that they are a carer. This is particularly important,
to increase significantly in the coming years. It is imperativebecause more than 13 000 young carers in South Australia are
that discrimination on the basis of caring commitments isunder the age of 18 and at serious educational disadvantage
remedied as a matter of urgency. In South Australia, there atgecause of their responsibilities to parents and siblings who
approximately 216 000 carers, including more than 41 50@ely upon their care.
principal carers. Carers do the bulk of the caring work in our  Finally, the bill will provide protection from discrimina-
community, caring for the frail aged, the chronically ill or tion against carers in relation to land, goods, services and
people with disabilities. Two-thirds of all care and support isaccommodation. This bill seeks to ensure that family carers,
unpaid. This unpaid care is worth an estimated $2 billion tavho are an essential part of our society, are recognised as
the South Australian economy every year. This bill seeks twaluable community members and are not discriminated
address as a priority discrimination against a person on thegainst on the basis of their selfless service to others. South
grounds that they are a carer. It will look at this issue withinAustralia was once a leader in equal opportunity legislation,
employment, as a job seeker, within education, and in relatiobut nowadays we lag well behind. This is an important and
to the provision of land, goods, services and accommodatiomverdue bill, which will enrich our community by providing
Prior to having these amendments drafted, | sought theome legislative protection for those people who have put
advice of Carers SA which is the recognised peak body fotheir life on hold to care for others. | hope that all honourable
carers in this state and which earlier this year circulated enembers will support this bill, given that both Labor and
state carer's policy discussion paper which called foiLiberal have, in the past, indicated support for carers.
amendments to be made to the Equal Opportunity Act. Their In 1993, as part of the state election campaign, the Liberal
discussion paper suggested that the act should includearty put forward a care givers policy. My understanding is
provisions to prevent family carers from being discriminatedthat, whilst this was well intentioned, it was complicated by
against in seeking and maintaining employment, and ira reference to both professional care workers and family
training and promotional opportunities for employees.carers, which made it difficult to implement. However, the
Carers SA also flagged the need to have an agreed definitigolicy did result in some marginal recognition of family
of a carer for the purposes of the act. This bill does indeedarers.
propose a defined interpretation of a carer and refers to their A range of policies for carers was developed by the major
responsibilities as a carer. parties in the next state election in 1997 and included the
This issue of proper recognition for the role, responsibili-Liberal Party’s ‘focus on carers’ policy, which, on its re-
ties and needs of carers is of such importance to thelection, was launched as a state carers policy and developed
Australian community that the Queensland government igto a carer strategy. Some aspects of the policy were taken
developing a Queensland Carers Recognition Act, irup by the Department of Human Services, but many of the
partnership with the Queensland Council of Carers. Theirssues facing carers were not dealt with in the day-to-day
legislation is intended to promote recognition by theconduct of Department of Human Services agencies.
community and government of the valuable contribution This policy translated into better recognition for carers and
carers make, as well as ensuring that carers have the sas@me short-term funded initiatives but did not include funds
rights to equality and consideration before the law as the re$or continued implementation, and neither did it result in an
of the community, and to ensure that carers are not discrimacross portfolio statewide policy. This meant that any
nated against because of their caring role. The Queenslaimtiatives for carers were short lived and did not result in
legislation is expected to address discrimination in the workong-term change or improvements in the day-to-day
force and employment, government, and other areas such esperience for carers in the way in which services were
education, provisions of goods and services, accommodatiodelivered and in which carers were protected from discrimi-
accessing premises, land and clubs, and incorporatatition in this state.
associations. Significantly, it is also likely to include The Labor Party has already expressed its support for
statements about carers’ rights, financial security and servicesrers, with the announcement that it will develop an across
for carers, services for carer recipients, and carer recipiemgovernment carers policy to help address the needs of the
health care. state’s 216 000 carers. The policy was to be framed with the
Adequate recognition, support and information for carerdroadest approach to cover all those who are involved in
as well as carers’ rights to independence, assessmeggring, and it was to be developed in consultation with a
accessing services, or being maintained in employment, arange of carer groups. The social justice minister has also
common themes in interstate and overseas carer policies aadgked for specific reports on services for indigenous carer and
legislation. My bill, which only seeks to amend the Equalchildren and young people who are carers. The minister has
Opportunity Act, does not go as far as the Queenslanthken the welcome step of establishing a ministerial advisory
initiative or many of the international examples. This is thecommittee.
first step, and Carers SA will, | am sure, continue to lobby So, it appears to me that both parties have recognised the
government for more comprehensive reform, following theimportance of carers in our community, and | hope that their
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stated commitments will lead them to support this bill. It iscally and then either import these goods and services into

our responsibility to care for carers, so | urge all honourablé\ustralia or, in fact, compete with our own export markets,

members to show their support for the hundreds of thousands of importance to our local economy and the lives of

of carers right across the state, many of whom go unnoticeeveryday Australians.

as they put others before themselves, by supporting the bill. The proposed free trade agreement between the United
States and Australia will have many implications for the

TheHon. J. GAZZOL A secured the adjournment of the future of our economy in South Australia. It is well to

debate. remember here some well chosen and wise words that came

out of America some 200 years ago, as follows:
COPPER COAST

Great trade will always be attended with considerable abuses.

Order of the Day, Private Business, No. 1: Hon. J. Gazzold hese words were spoken by Edmund Burke in 1775, and
to move: they are as true today as they were then. In discussing the
That the regulations under the Liquor Licensing Act 199729reement, let us begin by reminding ourselves that it will not

concerning Long Term Dry Area—Copper Coast, made on 14€Sultin—as the term suggests—an open slate on trade. In no
August 2003 and laid on the table of this council on 16 Septembeway Will this be a free trade agreement; at most, it will be a

2003, be disallowed. freer trade agreement between the two countries involved.
TheHon. J. GAZZOLA: | move: We would argue that the increased constraints on how we
That this order of the day be discharged. trade in this country will create more problems than they will

. . solve.
Motion carried. International trade has a curious history, and the rules
associated with it have changed considerably over time. The
TRADE AGREEMENT current institutions that guide the development of multilateral
TheHon. IAN GILFILLAN: | move: trade rules were created at the end of World War Il. More

1. That this council urges the federal government to resist th recently, we are seeing developed countries—most notably,
pressure to finalise the free trade agreement with the United Stat@ge United States and now Australia—move away from
this year on the grounds that any free trade agreement entered irffoultilateral trade talks in favour of bilaterals. These one-on-
in haste to provide the President of the United States and the Prim@ne discussions allow countries to be more choosy about
Minister of Australia with propaganda material will be at the long- whom they deal with, and these occur chiefly between

term risk that South Australia and Australia will lose on several ; ; : ;
issues, which could include: developed nations. The developing nations, which more than

(a) the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme; any other nation would benefit from fair access to western
(b) the South Australian Barley Single Desk and the Australianmarkets, are left out in the cold.
Wheat Single Desk; Itis little wonder that the Cancun round of the WTO broke

(c) the South Australian automobile industry; wn. In Cancun. th vel nations f ni
(d) the ability to support local industry through policies in down. In Cancun, the developed nations focused on issues

government procurement. important to their own economic development and failed to
(e) the ability to support local art and culture through local@ddress those of the developing world. It is some credit to
content rule for television and radio; Australia that it was with the group of developing nations that

(f) the ability to maintain our quarantine laws; and pushed the issues that eventually caused the division of the

(9) the ability to preserve the identity of GE-free products.  conference and its premature termination

2. That this council condemns the lack of transparency in the - - : : ) Qi
negotiations and calls on the commonwealth government to release By ’maklng the d'scuss'ons_ hinge on th? Singapore
the current state of negotiations to state and local governments, &sues’, they doomed any potential moves to fairer trade, that
well as the Australian public. is, with the emphasis of the developed nations pushing on the

3. That this council calls on the commonwealth government togingapore issues. The European Union and the United States
halt its pursuit of bilateral trade agreements at the expense how no sign of ending their billion-dollar subsidies to their

multilateral agreements that can benefit a wider proportion of th . . .
international 20mmunity, prop armers. This grossly distorts world agricultural trade and

In Adelaide, in 1892, within a small shed built of brick and NUrts both Australia and the developing world. This is not

corrugated iron, a business was forged that would grow ove[s;urprlsmg, as W|II|.am (.srelde.r, V\{”t'ng in thidation just

. efore Cancun, said quite plainly:
the centuries to employ hundreds of people and become a ) i )
household name. I wonder whether honourable members can Soybeans are Missouri, lowa and Kansas among other Republi-

hich it is. This i h T Rob can voting states. Beef is Kansas, the Dakotas and the solid South.
guess which one it is. This Is where Terry Roberts COmeganges are Florida. there will be no agricultural deal for

forward with his sort of aged experience. developing nations, not one that is real, not one that can be whis-

TheHon. Sandra Kanck: Is it Hills Industries? pered about—at least until long after the 2004 election.

TheHon. IAN GILFILLAN: No, it is the South Itis becoming increasingly clear that the powers that be in the
Australian Brush Company (SABCO). | am sure that you, Mrinternational economy have turned their back on the multi-
Acting President, will remember it and lament its departurdateral approach. The Prime Minister's comments earlier this
from South Australian ownership. On 2 September this yeasear regarding a possible free trade agreement with China are
as tap timers (one of the company’s well known and respech clear indication that he sees no role for world trade in
ed products) ticked over while watering gardens aroundssisting developing nations. We face many dangers in
Australia, the workers at the Albert Park site, where thenegotiating a free trade agreement with the United States, not
company had operated for 50 years, were told that theéhe least of which being that it is difficult to analyse the
company was closing its doors, because the company couttlirrent agreement that is being negotiated, because it is being
no longer compete with imports from China. developed behind closed doors. The commonwealth trade

The effect international trade has on our domestianinister Mark Vaile recently stated:

economy is not a new issue. The ability of foreign industry The FTA we are negotiating with the United States is of
to produce goods and services cheaper than we can domesignificantimportance to all Australians for the future generation of
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economic growth and wealth in Australia, particularly in Southdocument signed, sealed and delivered by Christmas, there
Australia, given alot of Australia’s auto industry is located there, asyill not be a lot of time for detailed analysis and criticism
well as . . the great wine industry. before we may be trapped in an FTA with which we do not
There may well be benefits to the wine industry. Howevenyant to live.
reports by the Centre for International Economics found that TheHon. T.G. Roberts; What is the relevance of
the automotive industry in Australia is likely to reduce outputChristmas? | can never work that out.
by more than .2 of 1 per cent, which is a reduction rather than TheHon. IAN GILFILLAN: | think the relevance of
an increase. Further to this, a similar report by ACIL Christmas is that it is a small present to the United States
Consulting found that there is likely to be a net cost toperhaps, because it will not make much difference to its
Australia from entering into a free trade agreement with theyverall economy. One point that | think may be of some
United States. comfort to Australians is that Mr Ives indicated that we
Free trade with the United States also means that we willvanted to protect our cultural identity, in whatever way we
face the danger of becoming more dependent on the U&an. He translated it as giving us the assurance that the FTA
economy. This could be exacerbated by possible requiremenigll not affect government services—public schools or
of the FTA that we reduce our trade ties with our othercultural services, for example.
trading partners—New Zealand, for example. It is of some However, from there on, | suspect that we have every
interest that the US is insisting that any deals forged betwegstification to be nervous about the outcome of these
Australia and the US in the FTA would expressly not be setleliberations behind closed doors. | attended an earlier lecture
as a pattern to be followed by any free trade agreement witby Mr Stephen Deady, who is the lead Australian negotiator
New Zealand. This reflects that we may well— on these matters to which | will refer now. | have referred to
The Hon. T.G. Roberts interjecting: them before, and they may or may not be indicative of how
TheHon. IAN GILFILLAN: I think that the interjection  the strong-arm negotiating is going on, but | think that it is
is probably reflecting the observation that | was about tamportant to put my observations on the record.

make. | specifically asked Mr Stephen Deady in the seminar
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Hon R.K. Sneath): The  (which was over the road in a hotel on North Terrace) what
interjection is out of order. would be the likely future for the grain, wheat and barley

TheHon. AN GILFILLAN: Well, it may be out of single desks in negotiation for the FTA. He assured the
order, but it may be right on the money in that it is reflectingaudience that Americans were not so concerned about the
that the trading arrangements with the US, steered bgingle desk as they were about the structure of the company,
President Bush, are very much a reward and punishmettie Australian Wheat Board Limited, in that to have an
exercise. Superficially, we may be getting some sort o&xclusive right of marketing and to be a corporate entity was
reward. However, | would say that the reward is just asomething about which they were concerned. However, he
flourishing of the document to say ‘a free trade agreementfdlid not make a great deal of that. | have some sympathy with
which itself is supposedly meant to be the reward. With thighat. | think that if we are to have a single desk monitored and
motion, | urge that, as a nation, we look much more closelyxonducted by a corporate entity, that corporate entity ought
at what we are getting caught up in. What | have just beero be isolated purely for that function. But that is not the point
referring to is the basis for the results in the ACIL report,of my raising the observation. The reason is that the
which found that trade diversion under a free trade agreememustralian lead negotiator stated to a public meeting that the
with the United States would outweigh trade creation. single desks were not at risk.

Concerns have also been raised about the Pharmaceutical After the lecture, in an informal gathering with people
Benefits Scheme, our quarantine laws and our policies taround me, | asked Mr Ives, who very kindly agreed to
support local art and culture. | am sure that my colleagueanswer some questions, what was the American view of the
will expand on these issues as the debate progresses. | wowlithgle desks for barley and wheat. He said that they were very
like to refer to two issues about which | am particularly concerned about them. He said that they believed they are a
concerned, as they relate to the free trade agreement—thats$rious threat to competition, and on that basis they are
the barley and wheat single desks and our ability to preservwgpposed to them. So, here we have an assurance from the
the identity of GE free products, or GM free zones in SouthAustralian negotiator being flatly negated by the position of
Australia. | would like to refer to matters that | raised the lead American negotiator.
yesterday, and | think it is appropriate to do so in this context. On the issue of genetically modified organism free zones,

Yesterday, | attended a lecture at which the chief US asked Mr Deady, the Australian negotiator, for the
negotiator in the free trade agreement, Mr Ralph Ives, wasmerican view of Australia having GM-free zones, and he
a guest lecturer. It was organised by the American studiesaid that he believed the Americans would have no objection
department of Flinders University in conjunction with the to GM-free zones on the basis of their being justified by
Institute for International Business, Economics and Law atarketing advantages. He did not indicate that they were
Adelaide University. supportive or that they liked them, but he indicated that they

Mr Ives gave quite an extensive analysis of the free tradevould not be making that a strongly opposed negotiation
agreement negotiations and the background to them. Thmint. Certainly in my interpretation of his answer it then
lecture was being taped, and | assume that honourablEcame one factor which was not at risk in the negotiations
members who particularly want a full transcript will be able on the free trade agreement, and | went public and said so.
to do obtain one. It may be worth while for future reference What Mr Deady said was quite reassuring.

However, apart from very few clear signals, the veil of  With that background | asked Mr Ives yesterday what he
secrecy over the nuts and bolts of the negotiations is stillelt about the retention of GMO-free zones in Australia. First
intact. | am not altogether surprised about that, but the poirtf all, he said he had not heard of GMO-free zones, which |
is that if the Prime Minister and, to a lesser degree perhapslo not doubt. But what he had heard of and was concerned
the President of the United States are so keen to haveabout was that Tasmania as a state had declared itself GMO-
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free, and he said that that moratorium was unacceptable. Hmd | emphasise ‘could’—

was very concerned about it. Because he had not heard ghost Australia’s gross domestic product by 0.3 to 0.4 per cent per
GMO-free zones, quite clearly he was not in a position teannum within 10 years.

give me an immediate, considered answer. However, he magg|o not want members to get overexcited by this, but it is
the implication very plain that the Americans would not look reasonable to analyse the degree of supposed (‘could be’)
favourably on that discrimination (as he would see it) againsimprovement to the economic Australian situation if we
the planting of a product because it was defined as geneticalphtered into an FTA. It is so minimal that, quite frankly, | do
modified. not believe it is worth the anguish of trying to work our way

If that is an indication of what is going on behind the through it. That is my personal view at this stage. Further
closed doors of the negotiations, first, it does not appear afown that same page it states:

if the Austr.aliar,l Iea.d neg_otiator "“F"".’S what the Ame_rican The United States is likely to see a significant expansion in its
lead negotiator’s attitude is to certain issues. | am afraid thatyports of manufactured products to Australia through duty free
my view is that, when it comes down to the hard ballaccess.

negot||_at|ng_,”wh|ch they sahy they are getting tO,I the armrpat is a substantial benefit to the Americans. It continues:
wrestling will be pretty much a one-sided event unless some The only Australian manufacturing sector likely to experience

window-dressing is involved. | am very concerned, particuy reduction of domestic output greater than 0.2 per cent is the
larly for the areas that will suffer if the Americans crack automotive sector.

down ha_rd and the Australians give in because we feel sgiempers who have listened to anything | have said—and |
compulsively that we have to have a free trade agreemeg, not necessarily expect them to have, but they may have
with the United States. _ . read something else—will know that the automotive industry
With a few quotes | would like to more or less consolidatejs peing touted as the one that will benefit, yet this study for
my material from other sources and wind up my contribution o Department for Business, Manufacturing and Trade says
| quote fromThe Advertiser of 15 October this year. On that the automotive sector will have a reduction. Under the
page 31 under the headline ‘US about to take wraps off freeheading ‘ACIL Consulting study’, point 3.3 states:
trade dﬁal IS aln '.ntemew W'Lh thﬁ trade mlrr]:Ster Mark \_/alle. The study by ACIL Consulting (2003), carried out for the Rural
From the article it appears that these are the observations figy,stries Research and Development Corporation, came to very
made, although they are not direct quotes. The article stategifferent conclusions than those of the Centre for International

Mr Vaile said he would meet US trade representative Rober{icono_micg S‘.tﬁ?y' ThedACIL study j“dgﬁjd that _trara]de éﬁversio_n
Zoellick in Bangkok, Thailand on Friday. The meeting will precedeassocr']ate wit | ree trade agreement wou I_outwe|g trade creat|hon
Canberra talks to begin within a fortnight. Agriculture is the main@nd t Iefe would be net clclast% to Au_strla I?n' exrf)ogters and the
hurdle in closing a deal before the year's end target set by Prim@ustralian economy generally, but particularly in the farm sector.
Minister John Howard and US President George W. Bush. The freg-sounds to me that it will be a bad deal, and with the sort of
trade deal is expected to annually boost Australia’'s Gross Domestj hO ¢ ; )

Product by about $4 billion. ung-ho a]l the way leh thg great USA.propaganda | feel
R . . we are being pushed into it, and that is the point of this

Itdoes not say it in this article, but that is over 10 years. Thenotion. At the very least, instead of being conned into

article continues: thinking this will be this big bonus to us, we in South

Agriculture, wine and automotive industries are expected to béustralia should be saying to those negotiating on our behalf,
among major beneficiaries, with the final deal expected to lower USHang on, take more time; we are not convinced.
tarifts and import quotas. _ In an article inThe Advertiser of 29 September titled
According to this article, agriculture is expected to be one ofstrong US ties key to free trade deal’ concerning Mr Stephen
the main beneficiaries, yet Mr Vaile is saying that agricultureDeady whom | talked about before, Paul Starick writes:
is the main hurdle. | heard Mr Ives say yesterday (and | agter the talks in Hawaii, Australia’s chief negotiator Stephen
quoted him) that if we kid ourselves that this is not true wepeady said it was ‘no secret’ the greatest challenge was agriculture.
are really being led down the garden path. He said agriculturd’s well known that Australia is looking for a substantial outcome

will be tough. The US domestic subsidies will not be affectedrom those negotiations on agriculture,’ he said. “There are sensitivi-

. : S ties on the US side in relation to agriculture. Agriculture is an issue
by the FTA; they can be dealt with only within the World hat is very often complicated and difficult in negotiations.

Trade Organisation and the politics are just not there. As dvir Deady said the negotiators would be talking to industry, then
quoted an earlier authority, American politics will not evenreturning to the table with ‘some specific requests for improving the

look at giving Australia concessions in any of our majoroffer that the United States has put on the table.’

agricultural export products—beef or grains. Probably & would not hold our combined breath on that. | do not know

polite way of putting it is that we are whistling into the wind how Americans negotiate on small detail, however, | doubt

to be kidding ourselves that by Christmas we will getwhether they are going to be bullied, pushed and bruised into

Americans to knuckle under and give substantial concessiorgreeing to ‘some specific requests for improving the offer’

in those areas. on the basis of what Mr Deady may request. The American
The Hon. T.G. Roberts interjecting: agriculture sector is totally immune to it. Descent, Spring
TheHon. IAN GILFILLAN: If we are, the Americans 2003, an article entitled, ‘An Australia-US free trade

are pushingit. I refer to an issue paper by the Allen Consultagreement—myth and reality’ by John M. Legg states:

ing Group dated August 2003. It was commissioned by the \Who loses? What are Australians being asked to surrender in

Department of Business, Manufacturing and Trade SA, anckturn for these dubious benefits?

on page 5, at point 3.2, it states: He had identified these earlier. He continues:

Economic modelling carried out by the Centre for International  Close to the top of the list is Australia’s quarantine system. These

Economics (2001) on behalf of the Department of Foreign Affairsjuicy Californian grapes are host to an unpleasant insect, the Glassy-
and Trade showed that liberalisation of bilateral trade and investmeffinged Sharpshooter—

would result in trade creation exceeding trade diversion under thg}{ . . e .
proposed agreement, and that as a result the negotiation of such &H those who want to know its Latin classification name, it
agreement could— is Homalodisca Coagulata; we will call it COAG for short—
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the vector of Pierce’s Disease. The two have the potential téable and says, ‘You can have all you want and | do not want
devastate Australia’s wine industry. The Californian growersanything. | do not care. | am just generous. That is my nature.

promise, cross their hearts and hope to die, that the insect does :
live in the fruit and that the farmers would never, no really neverr,“')glOu have not asked for enough, we will encourage you to

pack any leaves, stalks or farm soil with the grapes. To ensure thask for a bit more’.
the packing is carried out to the highest standards, the farmers The Hon. T.G. Roberts: Run all over us.

employ illegal Mexican immigrants and pay them less than the legal TheHon. IAN GILFILLAN: Yes. Anyone who believes

minimum wage to do the picking and packing. Australia’s quarantin . - R
experts don't believe the Californian farmers and so the US Wan'%qat that s the basis of a free trade agreement is just in cloud-

Chapter 11 style tribunals to be able to review and reverse AustraligpUCkoo land. The free trade agreements, if they are encour-
quarantine decisions. Of course if the Australian wine industry wer@ged one by one, will make it more difficult for a multilateral

tg be de\aak;stated bfy |r']|0ma|0di5t<)3|a Coagulata and Pier:ce’s Diseaggyreement of significance to come into effect. However, |
the neighbours of the US table grape growers, the US wine, ; s - o
producers, would be very very sorry to hear of such an unhapp h'nkth?]t. the p0|r_1It th.ﬁt | want t_o E?ak_e In thIScI’jnOtIOI"I, Wh'Chf
accident. ope this council will pass quickly, is to send a message o
. . . . . alarm; to question the speed with which this is supposedly to
I think there is a tinge of sarcasm here. It continues: be finalised: and to demand to know, as | believe we are

Tfée Pﬁﬁrmgce}itical {Ben;afit gclherf]nf _(P?ts) Iistat“rfo hri]gh on thet,U§ntitIed, what are the trading points that are on the table,
agenda. They don't want us to abolish it; just to let the pharmaceutig : :
al industry instead of the PBS drugs committee set the prices %ecause they are not the secret prerogative of the Prime

which the scheme buys drugs. Itis not only the prospect of doublind/linister. They are certainly not the secret prerogative of Mr
or trebling the amount of money that they can screw out ofStephen Deedy. They are the prerogative of the people of

Australian consumers that excites the drug companies; too margouth Australia who are going to be benefiting or sacrificing

American hospital chains and state authorities have examined thé.cause of the consequences of this agreement, if it is
PBS, liked what they saw, and gone home to set up somethin lised and put into effect. | h bl bers t
similar. A treaty clause that forced Australia to accept the drugPrMalised and putinto erect. | urge honourable members to

companies’ price lists could be used back in the USA to abolistsupport the motion so that it can be the vehicle for sending
collective buying systems there as well. these messages to the commonwealth government and to our

There are some fairly astute criticisms of the risks of thigegotiators on what may or may not finish up being a free
FTA being put into publications in Australia. | am sure trade agreement with America.

honourable members would have read a large articlin )

Weekend Australian of 20-21 September, the title of which 1 h€Hon. CARMEL ZOL L O secured the adjournment
is ‘Back to the barricades’, with the introduction: ‘World ©Of the debate.

trade and our economic future are at a turning point, writes

Editor-at-Large Paul Kelly.' | do not intend to cover the VICTIMS OF CRIME (STATUTORY

entire article. It works on the multi-lateral and unilateral COMPENSATION FOR VICTIMS OF CERTAIN
trading philosophies. There are two paragraphs | would like SEXUAL OFFENCES) AMENDMENT BILL

to quote intdHansard. Australia’s trade minister, Mark Vaile,
refers to the failure of the WTO talks at Cancun. The article
states:

Australia’s Trade Minister Mark Vaile insisted the resultwasa  The Hon. NICK XENOPHON: My contribution will be

"stumble, not a collapse". He may be proved right. Australia, a key. .. . .
participant, believes that Cancun was on the verge of a breakthroug rief. | commend the Hon. Robert Lawson for introducing

"We were close to negotiating an end date for the elimination of alfhis bill. 1 note that the select committee instigated by the
agricultural export subsides," Vaile told this paper. An AustralianHon. Andrew Evans in relation to certain sexual offences

official says: "The historic goal of complete elimination of export \which were committed before 1 December 1982 and which
subsidies was in sight.” could not be prosecuted had a very satisfactory resolution.
For those who wish to pursue this more closely, there are, The law was changed with the support of all members in this
believe, reputable analyses which show that it was thehamber. | note that the committee did not consider the
developed nations—Australia was not included at thigjuestion of compensation for victims of sexual offences. |
stage—which scuttled progress in the talks at Cancun.  agree with the Hon. Robert Lawson that the issue of compen-
Australia, to its credit, under those circumstances, wasation for victims is very important. In terms of a victim
prepared to go in and bat for others who predominantly weréeeling that they have received some justice, it is part of the
developing countries who were looking for a fair go for their healing process; it is part of the process of feeling that justice
exports. It seems as though we have been caught on the hoitmss been done, in a sense, to receive compensation for the
of a dilemma. As a nation, we have been convinced that winjuries sustained.
ought to break ranks with this solid core of self-interested | note that the Director of Public Prosecutions, Paul Rofe
developed entities, particularly the European Union andC, in his evidence before the joint committee, expressed his
America, and actually throw in our lot with the developing reservation about whether a successful prosecution could be
nations in world trade negotiations. However, John Howarddealt with in the circumstances. He expressed reluctance so
in this case acting on our behalf, has seduced us into traipsinbat victims of such offences would not have false hopes or
down this path of unilateral free trade agreements. expectations. It would be fair to say that before a prosecution
I am more concerned—and my motion expressly doegvas launched it is something of which the victims would be
this—with the American free trade agreement than the freadvised, no doubt, but, clearly, the legislation that was passed
trade agreement supposedly with Thailand. One of thenly recently has resulted in many calls to the police.
reasons that | have great suspicion about them all is that, evétopefully, there will be a number of successful prosecutions
with the Thai free trade agreement, it has never beein relation to the calls made to the police.
explained to us what the Thais actually get. The benefits to However, this bill deals with an amendment to the victims
Australia are spelt out and they may be real; | am nobf crime legislation and to deal with this unusual and limited
doubting that. You do not get someone who sits down at alass (as the Hon. Robert Lawson has put it) of victims.

Adjourned debate on second reading.
(Continued from 15 October. Page 342.)



Wednesday 22 October 2003 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 435

Given the circumstances, | believe it ought to be supported. (c) The nature and availability of government and non-

There are questions | will put to the Hon. Robert Lawson in govirmlment support and services for fathers in crisis in South
: : ustralia.

the Cfomhmltte.e stage ab_ou: matters rr(]elatllng_ t? Standard‘l‘:’dOf (d) The ways in which the status of fathers and the level of

proof—how In a practical sense the legislation wou support given to them in times of crisis can be improved.

operate—but | think that we should not simply rely on 2. Thatstanding order 389 be so far suspended as to enable the

discretion or grace and favour from the Attorney-General ochairperson of the Committee to have a deliberative vote only.

any other minister in having these matters dealt with. There 3. Thatthis council permits the select committee to authorise the

ought to be a mechanism by virtue of this proposed amendlisclosure or publication, as it sees fit, of any evidence or documents
o . S . L presented to the committee prior to such evidence being presented

ment to the victims of crime legislation to give victims the {5 the council.

right to claim compensation. For those reasons | supportthe 4. That standing order 396 be suspended to enable strangers to

second reading of this bill. be admitted when the select committee is examining witnesses unless

the committee otherwise resolves, but they shall be excluded when

The Hon. CARMEL ZOL L O secured the adjournment ("€ committee is deliberating.
of the debate. (Continued from 15 October. Page 348.)

WOMEN JUSTICES TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: | indicate government
support for this motion. The Hon. Andrew Evans is asking for
Adjourned debate on motion of Hon. J.M.A. Lensink: a select committee of the Legislative Council to be appointed
to investigate and report upon the status of fathers in South

That this council congratulates the government on its appoint-, - .
ment of Justice Ann Vanstone, Judge Trish Kelly, and Magistrateéustralla. He has asked that the references for the committee

Maria Panagiotidis and Penny Eldridge to greatly enhance represeiticlude the recognition of fathers’ roles in family formation
tation of women in the South Australia judiciary. and child rearing; and to examine the support given by the
(Continued from 15 October. Page 346.) public and private sectors and the community in general to
fathers. The honourable member has raised one of the most
TheHon. JM.A. LENSINK: My comments will be brief ~ important issues for South Australia today, that is, how we
because | think the information has been covered previouslyalue and support South Australian families and their
| thank members, including the Hons Robert Lawson an@hildren. Children and young people, and their health, safety,
Paul Holloway, who have made contributions to this motionWelfare and interests, must always be the priority.
The Hon. Robert Lawson described the appointments as not The Minister for Social Justice recently announced the
being ‘token’, to which | obviously agree. All the people who Neéw appointments to the Children’s Interest Bureau. In order
have been appointed to these positions have attained them h achieve the best advice, the appointments include
merit. The Hon. Paul Holloway pointed out that there hagsommunity representatives from various organisations and
been an improvement in the balance but we still have som@lso young people. This will ensure young people’s ongoing
way to go. In politics, the same situation applies. | lookinvolvement, and their experiences are a feature of the
forward to a time when the gender balance between men artehildren’s Interest Bureau.
women in these sorts of positions is not of note. While | ~ Parents are the most important people in their children’s
believe we have come a long way, we still have some way tdves, whether they have full or part-time care of their
go. | commend all the justices for the hard work they havechildren. It is well documented that children and young

performed in getting to where they are today, and | wish theneople need the continuing support and care of both parents.
well in the future. They need this to reassure themselves that the break-up is not

Motion carried. their fault, and they need a continuing positive relationship
with their parents to develop into healthy adults. Experts
TRAINING AND SKILLSDEVELOPMENT ACT agree parents and families vyho demonstrate respect for their
children and each other provide one of the best lessons for the
Order of the Day, Private business, No. 14: Hon well-rounded development and wellbeing of their children,
J. Gazzola to move: whether the parents are together or whether they are single
That the regulations under the Training and Skills Developmen arents. I_n relation to the South Australian child protectlon
Act 2003 concerning recognition services, made on 19 June 200§SUeS raised by the honourable member, no child or young

and laid on the table of this council on 26 June 2003, be disallowed?erson should be subjected to abuse by either parent, or,
TheHon. J. GAZZOLA: | move: indeed, anyone. Such matters should be reported to the police

or Family and Youth Services.

That this order of the day be discharged. Within a few weeks of the Rann government being
Motion carried. elected, we announced an independent review of child
protection in South Australia. An inter-ministerial committee
EATHERS is considering a response to all 206 recommendations made
in that report. This committee recognises that children’s
Adjourned debate on motion of Hon. A.L. Evans: needs are not the responsibility of one minister or portfolio.

1. That a select committee of the Legislative Council peHealth, human services, education and justice need to work

appointed to investigate and report upon— together to support children and families.
(a) The status of fathers in South Australia by reference to the It is my view that the select committee should take into
current level of recognition of their role in family formation consideration the report of the commonwealth government’s
and child rearing and in the support given to them by theStanding Committee on Family and Community Affairs,

public and private sectors and the community in general. . - i ; .
(b) The current difficulties facing fathers in South Australia from YWhich the Prime Minister announced in June. The committee

an economic, social, financial, legal and health perspectivé@s now concluded its inquiry into child custody arrange-
in the formation and maintenance of the family unit. ments in the event of family separation and will report to the
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parliament by the end of 2003. Many of the issues which théelp but feel that there is an agenda for shared care arrange-
honourable member has raised are connected with thiments being worked into this select committee motion.
inquiry, and | believe that the select committee should noShared care has become a hot topic, with many quick to argue
pre-empt or replicate this costly process. | hope this inquirghe pros and cons of such an arrangement. A paper by Lyn
will provide useful information to assist those issues forCraig of the Social Policy Research Centre of the University
which the state government has responsibility. of New South Wales entitled ‘Do Australians share parent-

The commonwealth inquiry was conducted with the bestng?’ provides time diary evidence on fathers’ and mothers’
interests of the child as its paramount consideration and wilime with children. This research found that, despite the
address the respective time each parent should spend wighowing social acceptance of the ideal of shared parenting,
their children post-separation, in what circumstances a cournothers spend much more time with their children than do
should order that children of separated parents have contdethers. Women spend three times as long as men in child
with other persons (including their grandparents), andare asamain activity. Men are less likely than women to do
whether the existing child support formula works fairly for the routine child-care tasks that have to be done at a certain
both parents in relation to their care of and contact with theitime, while women are far more likely than men to be alone
children. with their children.

These are all important issues and, as | said, the This research showed that fathers sacrifice less of their
commonwealth inquiry will address many of the issues raisetisure time than mothers and that they help out rather than
by the honourable member. Therefore, as mentioned, teke full responsibility for child care. Absolute time with
support the Hon. Andrew Evans in his call for a selectchildren remains very different by sex, while relative time
committee, and | urge the committee to take into account theith children is also spent differently by sex. The paper
commonwealth report to prevent unnecessary duplication.goncluded that this examination of actual behaviour shows
understand that after some discussion it has been agreed thiaat the social and expert approval of shared parenting is not
the committee consist of six members rather than fivereflected in current practice. This has negative implications

Accordingly, | move: for domestic equity and women’s participation in the work
To amend the motion by inserting after ‘that' in paragraph 2. thd 0rC€ and community life. Men may be participating in child
following words: care but not in a way that really helps women to meet the

‘the committee consist of six members and that the quorundemands of work and family. Child caring practices are not
of members necessary to be present at all meetings of théye same for men and women, either quantitatively or
committee be fixed at four members and that qualitatively. Therefore, shared care as an enforced option

As lindicated, the government supports the motion to set ugoes not seem to be appropriate.
this select committee. Numerous organisations and individuals have contacted
my office to express their concerns about the establishment

TheHon. KATE REYNOLDS: | rise on behalf of the  of a select committee into fatherhood because they fear that
Democrats to support this motion. However, in doing so, Imothers would be forgotten in an environment which is just
must also express some concerns about the direction in whigfy harsh for them. The Hon. Mr Evans expressed his views
this issue seems to be heading. This issue has arisen becatggt child protection and housing services treat mothers
of the increasing destabilisation of the traditional family unit.differently, but in reality some mothers wait for years to be
No longer is it the norm for families to comprise mum, dadhoused and some are forced to live on the streets in cars or
and 2.4 kids; instead, families come in all shapes, sizes ang stay with friends. Mothers as well as fathers beg for
formations, including same-sex parenting arrangements andsponses to child abuse reports to be properly investigated
families separated by distance. and acted upon.

There is no doubt that fathers play an imperative role in - There is no justification for looking at fathers in isolation
family formation and child rearing. It is also true that thereof their children or the other parent; it makes more sense to
are current difficulties facing fathers in South Australia fromlook at what is happening for families in South Australia, not
an economic, social, financial, legal and health perspectivigist for fathers. | agree with the Hon. Mr Evans’ comments
in the formation and maintenance of the family unit. How-about shelters being predominantly available for women,
ever, there are many similar problems that affect mothers iBecause it is well known that women comprise the majority
our society. | am sure that there are many mothers who feelf domestic violence victims. Earlier this year | visited a
undervalued and that their status is a lot lower than what ihelter in the state’s South-East which has been providing
should be, despite the Hon. Mr Evans’ indication that this isaccommodation and support services in the region for some
solely a problem for fathers. time. This shelter has recently changed its name from a

Many of the arguments which the Hon. Mr Evans makesvomen'’s service to a generic domestic violence service after
can also be made for women. For example, the absence ofecognising that there was a need for more men'’s services.
mother (just like a father) will also create a generation thaThis same shelter has been campaigning for an anger
has no idea how to form and support family life. Children aremanagement counsellor to be attached to the service predomi-
suffering in Australia also because of the absence of motheraantly to counsel male perpetrators of domestic violence. So
Whilst it has been traditionally the view that women wouldfar they have been unsuccessful.
become the primary carer for children in the case of separa- We believe that these kinds of services will become more
tion or divorce, that is no longer the uniform approach. land more in demand as the trend veers away from the nuclear
agree with the Hon. Mr Evans when he said, ‘We as dgamily. Therefore, the Democrats strongly agree that there is
community cannot say that one role'—that is, mothering ora need to expand and better resource the services available for
fathering—‘is more important than the other, because botimen, including fathers. We assume that the terms of reference
are equally as important.’ in this motion to form a select committee may achieve that,

The Hon. Mr Evans recognises that both mothers andnd we welcome the opportunity to make recommendations
fathers have vital qualities to offer their children, but | cannotabout how South Australia can achieve a more responsive and
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progressive policy and program environment to support theffect to mothers, children, families in general (including
role of men and women in family life. Therefore, we supportextended families) and the community as a whole.

the motion. Earlier this week, | received an email from Tony Miller
of Dads in Distress which | would like to place on the record
TheHon. NICK XENOPHON: | indicate my supportfor because, in my view, it sums up in a passionate but accurate
the motion, and | commend the Hon. Andrew Evans forway the extent of the problems we are facing. The email is
introducing it. There is not much on which | would disagreeaddressed to all supporters of the organisation and it reads as
with any of the members who have spoken to this motion. follows:

support this motion because. this ISsue ou_ght to be debated, Firstly | want to thank you for your support, the emails and phone
and there ought to be a detailed examination of the needs efjis have kept us going. | apologise for the delay in replying but
fathers in the community. The Hon. Carmel Zollo referred tosadly we were inundated. Especially since our appearanc® on

a commonwealth report on this issue, and | think it isCurrent Affair. We have received calls from every state and have just

; ; i ; ; xpanded into Melbourne and will conduct meetings there shortly
important that this committee not unnecessarily duplicate thdfi{nd will continue to spread through Victoria as the need and funds

report. are apparent.
I also acknowledge the comments of the Hon.Kate The child custody inquiry comes to Coffs Harbor next week
Reynolds that today the nuclear family is not the only formMonday 27 October at Southern Cross University Campus, Level 1,

of family unit. Her comments remind me of Nick Hornby’s Block A. It's an important day for dads in distress and | hope some
. of you will be able to attend. We will be there presenting your

bookAbout a Boy (which | read only last year), which talked g,pmission. Some of our lifesavers will be there to support dads who
about family arrangements that were not nuclear familyust need someone to talk to. We know how you feel. We have all
arrangements, but throughout the book there was a commdired it.

thread of humanity about the importance of caring for the | would like to thank the federal government for taking up the
children in relationships. | also think it is worth referring to challenge, for listening. | would like to thank our Prime Minister for

. ; helping dads walk a little taller. | would like to thank Senator Harris,
acomment by Sir Bob Geldof who wrote in timelependent Ken Ticehurst MP, Ross Cameron MP and Luke Hartsuyker MP and

of London on 11 September about the whole issue of familynany more who have been supportive and those who know the
courts. system just isn’'t working in its present form. And | want to raise your

: : snawareness of the issue of fathers in crisiswhich is a direct result
| should preface this by saying that | do not necessaril rom the issues raised within the child custody inquiry. You cannot

endorse all that Sir Bob Geldof is saying, but | think he doesix one without the other. And we are not going to go away until you
raise issues that ought to be debated. | think it flows on frondo.

some of the remarks of the Prime Minister in relation to the  We believe Andrew Evans MLC needs to be commended for his
issue of presumptive joint custody, and | note that otheptance on fatherhood issues and we know that his just having the

e urage to put this before the parliament will save lives. The only
members of the government have spoken about this Issue'gﬁame is it’s not national because it's happening elsewhere. We are

is an issue that ought to be bipartisan, as long as the welfalg jnyndated. Every men's service | talk to is. We are referring back
of the child is the paramount consideration in any debate. Sind forth to each other. Men who desperately need help are
Bob Geldof said the following: suffering. Why, simply because we don’t have the money to do our

) ) ) ) job. We spend $1.3 million fencing the Mooney Mooney Bridge on
_ The law, to its eternal discredit, stands in the way of great anghe F3 because there are too many suicides there. How many bridges
important cultural and social progression. If the later 20th centuryare we going to fence across Australia before we realise that's not
saw the transformation of women's lives, then the 21st centuryhe answer? Sure we will bring down the suicide rate on the Central
involves the transformation of men’s lives and, by definition, theCoast, so let's just move them on to say the Hunter region, now
lives of their children. The cardinal—and excellent—differencethere, look, at their suicide rates. And so on and so on.
between now and the past is that it is no longer clear, until it iS | ¢jeq when | read Andrew's speech because I know of the truth.
determined by the couples in question, who will do the breadwinning oy first-hand of what it's like, being inundated with calls for
and who the nurturing, or whether it will be both simultaneously. q s desperate for help, from new partners wanting help for their
And yet while individuals struggle with these difficult new conun- o from kids wanting contact with their dads, from grandparents
drums, the laws governing the, if you will, ‘intimate’ parts of society, yanfing contact with their grandkids. From dads needing legal
remain unaltered in their presumptions, save for the pathetic pretencgy,ice “health advice, even somewhere to live. A counsellor from
that they are gender neutral. | believe it is time for a wholesalathew Talbot Hostel contacted me recently to ask if he could refer
review of what marriage means today, the validity of its contract ang,an 1o us as they are seeing more and more homeless men as a direct
the consequences of its rupture. result of marriage breakdown. Refer to what? | don’t even have the
| believe that the motion of the Hon. Andrew Evans and thelollars to train our men in suicide intervention, let alone group skills

. . . . . etc., etc.
work of this committee will be valuable. | believe that it can .
. On the one hand, | am told to seek corporate funding and the

only have a constructive outcome, and for those reasonSgfner knocked back from the ATO for gift recipient status to enable
support the motion. us to offer a tax benefit. | have lot's of true lifesavers on board, some

very highly skilled, others learning and honing their skills at the

. Qi ; ; : coalface. These dads are scattered all over Australia, work for
TheHon. A.L. EVANS: Since introducing my motion on thing and are often easing the trigger off the gun a dad has stuck

X b n
24 September, | have received many emails, phone calls aﬁ}&his ear on the end of a phone line. They turn up to meetings every
letters from fathers and father based organisations, expressingek just trying to be the safety net for the dads in distress, just
their support for this inquiry. The level of support and interestisten, just offer alternatives, peer group support, we know how you
in this inquiry has been surprising even to me. | thank th eel because we have all felt it. We are all inundated. Ask Barry

- - illiams from Lone Fathers, ask Dads Australia, ask Geoffrey
Hons Carmel Zollo, John Dawkins, Kate Reynolds and N'CkGreene from Shared Parenting Council, ask Terry Melvin from

Xenophon for their contributions and support. Although themensline, or any of the many trying to help men, dads, especially in
Hon. Terry Cameron has not spoken directly to my motionyural Australia. We are all running around with bandaids to put on
in a matter of interest concerning fathers on 15 October ha great gaping wound.

stated that he will be supporting it, and | thank him for the __As | raised at the recent Fatherhood Foundation Conference in
; ; I ~Parliament House and was sadly defeated and Andrew mentions in
support. It is refreshing to see that this chamber has qui Is speech, there should be an Office for the Status of Men, as there

rightly recognised this to be an extremely important issugs for women and rightly so. And it should be set up as a department
which not only impacts on fathers but also has a flow-oro attract funds for men’s projects and disbursement amongst all
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men’s organisations on merit. And this inquiry needs to be a nationgdarliamentary privilege. As | understand it, anything that is
Inquiry. published on the internet site would not be covered by

While we all run around trying to chase the funding trail, let me arliamentary privilege, although perhaps neither would
remind you, we are losing five males a day to suicide for WhateveP !

reason, does it matter? I's too many. A divorce every 10 minute§XiSting reports. That is an issue that the council might wish
and that's just the registered ones, not defactos. Our kids ar® think about at some stage in the future. | do not believe it

watching, they are learning, they are hurting. They are seeing towill be a big issue at this stage, but it might be a matter we
many dads out there totally lost, depressed, lonely, angry, hurt oftegi| ultimately need to address

suicidal and disillusioned about a system they feel is against them. Further. | h o il ari h h
And I have to say in it's present form, they're right. The funding trail __ FUrther, | guess the question will arise as to how muc
is hard and complicated and | have to tell you, while we are on it, wénformation members provide in relation to travel reports, that

lose more dads in distress. But | guess we can just fence moig, what sort of appendices and attachments will be required.
bridges. | think that is an issue we can probably address in the future,
| congratulate the council for its bipartisan approach to thislepending on our experience. However, at this stage, the
motion. | look forward to a positive outcome as a result of thegovernment certainly supports the principle of providing

inquiry. travel reports on the parliamentary internet site, with a time
Amendment carried; motion as amended carried. limit set of 14 days after you receive the report, Mr President.
TheHon. A.L. EVANS: | move: | believe there is a reasonable time (I think it is 90 days)

That the select committee consist of the Hons J.S.L. Dawkinsfollowing the use of parliamentary travel by members to
A.L. Evans, J. Gazzola, J.M.A. Linsink, K.J. Reynolds and C. Zollo.provide you, Mr President, with a report. We believe that the

Motion carried. timing provisions are reasonable, and we welcome this as an
TheHon. A.L. EVANS: | move: accountable measure of the parliament.

That the select committee have power to send for persons, papers TheHon. R.I. LUCAS (Leader of the Opposition):

and records, to adjourn from place to place, and to report on i
December 2003. iberal members are very strong supporters of openness,
. . transparency and accountability in relation to reports of
Motion carried. overseas and interstate travel, where it is required. When this
MEMBERS. TRAVEL REPORTS issue was last debated, in 1999, my former colleague the Hon.
' Legh Davis spoke eloquently at some length (as sometimes
Adjourned debate on motion of Hon. Nick Xenophon: he was inclined to do), and moved an amendment to the
That travel reports of members of this council be made availablé)rlglnal motion of the Hon. Mr Xenophon, which was agreed

on the parliamentary internet site within 14 days of any such reportt® by the Legislative Council, that a summary of the travel
being provided to the President as required under the Members o&ports be provided and posted on the internet. | understand

Parliament Travel Entitlement Rules. that the motion was agreed and that it was transmitted to the
(Continued from 15 October. Page 349.) House of Assembly for its concurrence.
An honourable member interjecting:
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Agriculture, TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: | am reminded that, evidently, at

Food and Fisheries): On behalf of the government, I indicate that time, the House of Assembly did not agree. Frankly, | do
that we will support the motion moved by the Hon. Nick not know whether the house even discussed that motion,
Xenophon, although | do have an amendment. | move:  which the members of the Legislative Council had supported.

Leave out ‘be made available on the’ and insert ‘be submitted ifAs | understand it, it was only after the subsequent election
electronic format to the President of the Legislative Council forin 2002 that the Speaker instituted a new policy, without a
posting to the’ motion of the House of Assembly, and that is what has now
The issue of publishing travel reports from members obeen implemented in the House of Assembly.
parliament has been discussed in this council on a number of So, | think it is important to indicate that back in 1999
occasions. Just prior to the previous election, the variougembers of the Legislative Council (as a result of a motion
parties were trying to reach an agreement on this issue, amgbm the Hon. Mr Xenophon, | acknowledge) supported
I think at that stage we were looking at a precis of the travepublic reporting, via the internet, of members’ travel reports.
reports. However, since that time | understand that the Housg& motion was passed successfully in this chamber, but the
of Assembly has made provision to publish travel reports oouncil sought the concurrence of the House of Assembly,
its internet site. which was not forthcoming, for what reason | do not know.

I think that the use of the internet as a means of providing am not being critical of the House of Assembly; it may well
this sort of information has become more established dowhave been that time expired before the house could consider
the years, because it is a way in which the public can gaiit. As | have said, time has moved on, and the House of
access to that sort of information. The government’s onlyassembly is now reporting, without a motion. We are being
concern was in relation to the resources available to commiisked, via a motion, to support a similar policy in the
to the task. | believe that my amendment adequately addresisegislative Council.
es that concern by ensuring that the onus is on members of As | have said, Liberal members, consistent with their
parliament to provide their travel report in electronic formatjong-held view of openness, transparency and accountability
so that it can be made easily available on the interneof members’ travel, support that, and we are pleased to
otherwise the Clerk or you, Mr President, would be in thesupport the amendment being flagged by the Hon. Mr
position of having to judge what was and was not part of the4olloway in relation to reports being provided in an electron-
report, which might create problems. ic format to the President.

My only other comments in relation to this matter are that
it is timely that we now move to such a system to ensure that TheHon. NICK XENOPHON: | thank honourable
this parliament and its members are accountable for thmembers for their contributions and indications of support,
expenditure of public moneys and, of course, the issue adnd | thank the Hon. Robert Lucas for his very fair summary
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of what occurred back in 1999 and what transpired last year The original notice published on 2 June 1999 had application
in the House of Assembly. The fact is that it was this chambe@m}'&for flnanglal Yﬁafsldl?]%-ZgOO andé@??-g%o%- the 2001.02

; o new notice should have been published before the -
that, in a sense, had a robust debate on this ISsue a number gf';lr but was not. Nor has a notice been gazetted for any subsequent
years ago. The House of Assembly does things differently,o,,
and I am certainly not being critical of the assembly interms  As a result of this administrative oversight, ESL on motor
of the way in which it deals with these issues. However, Ivehicles and vessels has been collected invalidly from the 2001-02
think the way in which we have dealt with this issue, by wayfinancial year to date.

f it TheEmergency Services Funding (Validation of Levy on \ehicles
pf a mo.tlon to allow all honpurable members_ to speak on Itand \essels) Bill 2003 will rectify the invalid collection of ESL since
is certainly a very appropriate way to deal with the matter. 1 3,y 2001 and provide the Government with the power to collect

In relation to the proposed amendment by the Hon. PauSL on motor vehicles and vessels for the remainder of the 2003-04

Holloway, | have no difficulty with it. It is a practical flna_lr_lﬁlalgear. Srvices Funding Act 1998 is also bei
; ini i e Emergency Services Funding is also being

amehndmefrflt afmﬁ makgsllt (;Iear that tqe adrlr(;lrtljlstra.tl\./e burg%ﬂnended to clarify that in the event of premium class code changes
on the staff of the Legislative Council would be minimised. peing introduced part way through a financial year the ESL
The current position is that, if a member has to provide applicable to vehicles transferring from an existing to a new
report for any overseas travel or domestic travel where moreremium class code will have ongoing application.
than three days per diem is claimed, a report must be This will enable ESL to be collected, at existing rates, on new

; ) - ompulsory third party (CTP) premium classes that will be intro-
submitted. The Hon. Paul Holloway's amendment Slmplyguced as part of a CTP dual premium structure proposed for

provides that the report has to be submitted in an electronigtroduction from 1 January 2004.
format for posting to the internet. I think it makes it very clear At the time CTP premiums were last adjusted, it was flagged that
to the taxpayers of South Australia that we are, indeed, bein@dua| premium structure differentiating between vehicles used for

; ) ; i ~/fommercial or private purposes was likely to be implemented by 1
open and accountable in terms of members’ travel in relatloﬁanuary 2004. This follows the expiry on 30 June 2003 of transitional

to the publication of reports. _ _ arrangements that had applied to the GST treatment of CTP insur-
That is certainly a very welcome step in the rightance.
direction. | reiterate my support for members travelling— _ Vehicles that shift to a new premium class will continue to be

ithi ; i ligible for an ESL remission at existing rates. THEmergency
whether within Australia or overseas, or whether within thegervic% Funding (Remissions Motor Vehicles and Vessdls)

state or interstate—to bring back new policy ideas and t@QegulationsZOOOWiII be varied to make it clear that this is the case.

broaden our knowledge and understanding of issues. | thank *| commend the Bill to Members.

honourable members for their expressions of support. ~ EXPLANATION OF CLAUSES
Amendment carried; motion as amended carried. 1—Short title
This clause is formal.
2—Interpretation
EMERGENCY SERVICES FUNDING This clause provides definitions of a number of terms used in the
(VALIDATION OF LEVY ON VEHICLESAND measure. A reference in the measure to "the Act" is (unless the
VESSELS) BILL contrary intention appears) a reference toEmergency Services
Funding Act 1998. Levy means the emergency services levy
Second reading. under Part 3 Division 2 of thEmergency Services Funding Act

L . 1998. A reference in the measure to a notice is a reference to the
TheHon. P.HOLLOWAY (Minister for Agriculture, notice published in the Gazette on 2 June 1999 by which the
Food and Fisheries): | move: amount of the levy under Part 3 Division 2 of the Act was
is hi ; declared by the GovernoRelevant financial years are the
Thatthis bill be now read a second time. o 2001/2002, 2002/2003 and 2003/2004 financial years.
| seek leave to have the second reading explanation inserted 3—Vvalidation of certain administr ative acts and payments

in Hansard without my reading it. This clause provides that the notice (despite its terms and despite
Leave granted any provision of the Act) applies in all respects, and will be taken
o ] o ) to have always so applied, in relation to the 2001/2002,
TheEmergency Services Funding (Validation of Levy on Vehicles 2002/2003 and 2003/2004 financial years. The notice applies,
and Vessels) Bill 2003 addresses a number of urgent matters. and is taken to have always done so, as if those financial years

The Bill will validate ESL collections on motor vehicles and were specified in the notice as financial years to which the notice
vessels in respect of the financial years 2001-02, 2002-03 and 2003- applies.

04; enable the collection of ESL on motor vehicles and vessels for Anything done or omitted to be done prior to the com-
the remainder of the 2003-04 financial year including on additional mencement of section 3 in or with respect to the declaration
premium class codes proposed to be introduced for Compulsory under section 24 of the Act of the amount of the levy, or the
Third Party insurance from 1 January 2004; and allow ESL amounts collection and payment of the levy, is, to the extent of any
on motor vehicles and vessels in place at the commencement of a invalidity that would arise but for section 3, to be taken to have
financial year to have ongoing application to vehicles that shift from  been validly done or omitted to be done, as the case may require.
an existing premium class code to a new premium class code part Schedule 1—Related amendment

way through a financial year. _ _ Clause 2 of Schedule 1 amends section 24 ofEtmergency

ESL rates applying to motor vehicles and vessels are set by notic®rvices Funding Act 1998. Under section 24, the Governor may, by
in the Gazette although remissions provided by means of Regulatiomgtice in the Gazette, declare the amount of the levy payable under
under theEmergency Services Funding Act 1998 reduce the effective  Part 3 Division 2 of the Act. Subsection (2) provides, among other
levy payable by motor vehicle and vessel owners. The effective levynatters, that the notice must divide motor vehicles into the same
rate payable by most motor vehicle owners is $24 comprising glasses as the Premium Class Code published by the Motor Accident
gazetted rate of $32 offset by an $8 remission which the ConCommission and must specify the amount of the levy in respect of
solidated Account funds. each class.

Gazetted ESL rates have remained unchanged since 1999-2000 This amendment to section 24 clarifies that the classes into which
when the ESL was introduced. The level of remissions has alsmotor vehicles are divided under subsection (2)(a) are the same
remained unchanged since their introduction in 2000-01. classes as the Premium Class Cadein force at the time of

Although ESL rates on motor vehicles and vessels have remaingaliblication of the notice. The amount of the levy as specified in the
unchanged, th&mergency Services Funding Act 1998 requires a  notice in respect of a particular class will be the amount of the levy
notice to be published before the commencement of the financidbr the financial year or years to which the notice applies. A change
year or financial years in relation to which the notice applies. Then motor vehicle classifications under the Premium Class Code
notice must specify the ESL payable for each CTP class of motoduring the course of that financial year or years will have no effect
vehicle. on the amount of the levy payable for that year or years.
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TheHon. R.I. LUCAS secured the adjournment of the
debate.

STATUTESAMENDMENT (INVESTIGATION AND
REGULATION OF GAMBLING LICENSEES) BILL

Second reading.

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Agriculture,
Food and Fisheries): On behalf of the Hon. Terry Roberts,
I move:

That this bill be now read a second time.

| seek leave to have the second reading explanation inserted
in Hansard without my reading it.
Leave granted.

This Bill seeks to amend th&uthorised Betting Operations Act
2000 and theCasino Act 1997 in line with measures announced in
the 2003-04 State Budget.

~ As part of the 2003-04 State Budget the Government took deci-
sions to:

Establish triennial probity reviews of the major gambling

licensees to be undertaken by the Independent Gambling Auth-

ority with the costs of these reviews to be recovered from the
licensees of the Casino and TAB; and

Provide for the costs of the Office of the Liquor and Gambling

Commissioner in regulating the Casino and the TAB to be recov-

ered from the respective major gambling licensees.

The licensees of the TAB and the Casino and their “close
associates” were subject to a comprehensive investigation by the
Independent Gambling Authority, prior to being licensed. This
resulted in the Authority being able to make a recommendation for
licensure.

The Independent Gambling Authority has resolved that the on-
going suitabllity of the holders of major gambling licences should
be reviewed triennially to enable the Authority to remain confident
that the relevant licensee remains suitable.

Amendments to thAuthorised Betting Operations Act 2000 and
the Casino Act 1997 contained in this Bill enable these periodic
probity reviews by the Independent Gambling Authority and for the
cost of these reviews to be recovered from the licensees.

The Liquor and Gambling Commissioner is responsible for the
day-to-day regulation and supervision of the Casino. Amendments
will enable the cost of this function to be recovered from the holder
of the Casino licence. These costs are estimated at $1.1 million per
annum.

TheAuthorised Betting Operations Act 2000 similarly requires
the Liquor and Gambling Commissioner to conduct day-to-day regu-
latory functions for the TAB. This function was not funded and thus
has not been fully established following the sale of the TAB. This
amendment will enable the establishment of the regulation of the
TAB by the Liquor and Gambling Commissioner through the
recovery of the regulatory costs from the licensee. The cost for the
TAB is estimated at $388 000 per annum.

The costs payable for regulation are to be determined and
certified by the Commissioner for payment by the licensees.

As the Parliament is aware, the sale of the Casino and TAB
licences included commitments regarding compensation payable to
the licensees if a number of specified Events occurred. Events giving
rise to compensation include increases in rates of taxation on the
licensees. | note that the Government has received advice that the
measures contained in the Bill do not cause a compensatory Event
under these arrangements.

I commend the Bill to the House.

EXPLANATION OF CLAUSES

Part 1—Preliminary

1—Short title

2—Amendment provisions

These clauses are formal.

Part 2—Amendment of Authorised Betting Operations Act

2000

3—Amendment of section 25—Costs of investigation

Section 25 of théuthorised Betting Operations Act 2000 ("the

Act") currently provides that the Independent Gambling

Authority must require an applicant to meet the costs of an

investigation in connection with an application under Part 2 of

the Act. As a consequence of the amendment made by this clause
to section 25(1), the Authority must also require the licensee to

meet the costs of an investigation in connection with the con-
tinued suitability of the licensee or the licensee’s close associates.
(The Authority is required under section 23(2) to keep under
review the continued suitability of the licensee and the licensee’s
close associates, and carry on the investigations it considers
necessary for that purpose.)

The other amendments made by this clause to section 25 are
consequential on the substitution of subsection (1). The Authority
may, as a consequence of these amendments, require a licensee
to make specific payments towards the costs of an investigation
and recover any unpaid balance of the cost of an investigation
from the licensee as a debt due to the State.
4—Substitution of section 26
Section 26 currently requires the Authority to notify the applicant
and the Minister of the results of an investigation in connection
with an application under Part 2. This clause recasts section 26
so that the Authority is also required to notify the licensee of the
results of an investigation in connection with review of the con-
tinued suitability of the licensee or the licensee’s close associates.
5—Insertion of Part 2 Division 10
This clause inserts a new Division into the Act. Division 10
comprises sections 33A and 33B.

Section 33A provides that the Liquor and Gambling Com-
missioner must, not less than one month before the commence-
ment of each financial year, provide the licensee with a written
estimate of the total amount of administration costs to be incurred
during that financial yeaAdministration costs are the costs of
administering the Act arising out of, or in connection with, the
carrying out of the Commissioner’s administrative and regulatory
functions in respect of the licensee.

The licensee is required, in each month of the financial year,
to pay to the Commissioner one-twelfth of the amount specified
in the estimate. At the end of the financial year, the Commis-
sioner must determine the total amount of administration costs
actually incurred during that year and provide the licensee with
a certified account for that amount. Any overpayment made by
the licensee must be refunded within one month of the deter-
mination being made. If the total amount specified in the certified
account has not been paid, the licensee must pay the balance
owing to the Commissioner within one month of receiving the
certified account.

If the whole or a part of an amount payable by the licensee
to the Commissioner is not paid as required by section 33A, the
amount unpaid may be recovered from the licensee as a debt due
to the State. In proceedings for the recovery of administration
costs, the Commissioner’s certificate is to be regarded as conclu-
sive evidence of those costs.

Section 33B provides for the recovery of administration costs
incurred in the period commencing on the day on which the
section comes into operation and ending on 30 June 2004. This
section, which is similar to section 33A, expires on 31 December
2004.

Part 3—Amendment of Casino Act 1997

6—Amendment of section 22—Investigations

This clause amends section 22 of fBasino Act 1997 ("the
Act"), which requires the Authority to carry out investigations
and make enquires in relation to applications under Part 3. The
amendment has the effect of imposing an additional requirement
on the Authority, that is, to keep under review the continued
suitability of the licensee and the licensee’s close associates, and
carry out the investigations it considers necessary for that
purpose.

The section as amended allows the Authority to obtain from
the Commissioner of Police such reports on persons as it
considers necessary for the purposes of investigations. Subsec-
tion (3), which is new, retains the existing requirement in
subsection (2) that for the purposes of an investigation into an
application under Part 3 of the Act, the Authority must obtain
from the Commissioner of Police a report on anyone whose
suitability to be concerned in or associated with the management
and operation of the casino is to be assessed by the Authority.
7—Amendment of section 24—Results of investigation
Section 24(1) currently requires the Authority to notify the
Governor and the applicant of the results of its investigation. As
recast by this clause, subsection (1) requires the Authority to
notify the Minister of the results of all investigations. The
Authority is also required to notify an applicant of the results of
investigations in connection with the applicant’s application and
the licensee of the results of investigations in connection with
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review of the continued suitability of the licensee or the ate or unprofessional manner. However, a surveyor must have
licensee’s close associates. insurance to indemnify their client. A surveyor can make a

8—Amendment of section 25—Costs of investigation Py ; ; :
Under section 25(1), the applicant for the grant or transfer ofthecomplamt’ if the company requires unethical behaviour, to the

licence must pay to the Minister the costs of an investigation fof €9istering authority for surveyors who are licensed.
the purposes of Part 3. This clause amends section 25 by the The second recommendation clarifies that the survey plan
insertion of a new subsection (1) that has the effect of requiringproduced as a record—that is, a boundary marking survey—is
@?tﬁ%ﬂ'%%'& ;[gartri‘gﬁt;;]g ‘Eﬁ:tﬁcoefnasne?‘{gsagefgt'%'e” ggsqgegft'ggart of a cadastral survey. It requires a change to the reporting
investigation in connection with review of the continued _nd I'Qens'ng provision of the act fro_m a calendar year to a
suitability of the licensee or the licensee’s close associates.  financial year and enables the Institution of Surveyors to
Under section 25(2) as amended, the Authority may requirelelegate its powers of investigation, pursuant to section 36
the applicant or licensee to make specified payments towards thsf the act.

costs of the investigation before the investigation begins an P
during the course of the investigation. At the end of the investiga- Currently, my understanding is that, under the act, the

tion, the Authority must certify the cost of the investigation and €ntire Surveyors Board reviews any such complaints. Since
any unpaid balance of that cost may be recovered from the appithere are approximately only 100 surveyors in the whole
cant or licensee as a debt due to the State. state, for a board of some 17 people to review the actions of
%Eilsri]c??\rg g? F?;ng éfﬁr%\gts:‘to?nzerte d by this clause comprisestheir peers makes confidentiality aimost impossible. So, this
two sections, both dealing with the recovery of administration@Meéndment enables thos_e powers to be de_legated to a smaller
costs from the licensee. group so that some confidentiality can be implemented.
_Section 52A provides that the Liquor and Gambling Com-  Finally, this bill seeks to limit the powers of the Land and
m:asﬁt'%?‘zgé‘#?iz;‘r?éigsiet;‘?g one drg‘t)t?éhliggggg\‘,ﬁtﬁoénvwﬁtnec%luaﬂon Court. Currently, there is a practice that particular-
estimate of the total amount of administration costs to be incurrer]JV a_pplles to old bour_ldarles tha_t may not have been prope_rly
during that financial yeaAdministration costs are the costs of ~delineated. When disputes arise, sometimes when nothing
administering the Act arising out of, or in connection with, the fits, boundaries are required to be redrawn. At the moment,
carrying out of the Commissioner's administrative and regulatorythe process is that the Surveyor-Genera| assesses those

functions in respect of the licensee. . ; ;
The licensee is required, in each month of the financial yearboundarles, a survey is done and consultation, by way of

to pay to the Commissioner one-twelfth of the amount specifie@dvertising, takes place; a plan is devised and objections are
in the estimate. At the end of the financial year, the Commishoted; where those objections are believed to be valid, they

sioner must determine the total amount of administration costare taken into account; and a final consultation takes place.

actually incurred during that year and provide the licensee withsg es that are unable to be resolved are taken to the Supreme
a certified account for that amount. Any overpayment made b ourt

the licensee must be refunded within one month of the deter* . e
mination being made. If the total amount specified in the certified  This amendment recommends that the two notifications

account has not been paid, the licensee must pay the balantieat are currently required be removed and that only one

22’r'gf?eté’;2§o%g{“m'ss'°”er within one month of receiving the hotification and one time to object be allowed. It also limits
If the whole or a part of an amount payable by the IicenseeIhe powers of appeal and e"m'”ates the current option for

to the Commissioner is not paid as required by section 52A, th€ompensation to be made available to a landowner who loses

amount unpaid may be recovered from the licensee as a debt dl@nd as a result of the redrawn boundary.

to the State. In proceedings for the recovery of administration  The opposition opposes clause 22, which is the amend-

costs, the Commissioner’s certificate is to be regarded as concly :
sive evidence of those costs. Yhent to section 51, on the grounds that we prefer the

Section 52B provides for the recovery of administration cost2PPOrtunity to have two chances to object to a change of
incurred in the period commencing on the day on which theboundary. We see that as much more transparent and much

section comes into operation and ending on 30 June 2004. Thigiore acceptable to those who may be affected. We prefer that
section, which is similar to section 52A, expires on 31 Decembefp g possibility for compensation to be awarded by the

2004. Supreme Court remain as part of the bill. Other than that, we
The Hon. A.J. REDFORD secured the adjournment of @cceptthe amendments and support the remainder of the bill.

the debate. TheHon. G.E. GAGO secured the adjournment of the

SURVEY (MISCELLANEOUS) AMENDMENT BILL  debate.

Adjourned debate on second reading. MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT (REGISTER OF
(Continued from 21 October. Page 399.) INTERESTS) AMENDMENT BILL

TheHon. A.J. REDFORD obtained leave and introduced

TheHon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER: | rise to support i -
P fa bill for an act to amend the Members of Parliament

the bill on behalf of the opposition. This bill is as a result o . 2T

the national competition review, which highlighted a numbefR€gister of Interests) Act 1983. Read a first time.

of areas in which the existing act contravenes the national 1n€Hon. A.J. REDFORD: | move:

competition policy. As a result of the bill being introduced  That this bill be now read a second time.

and after a five-year consultation process with the industryin February this year | introduced the Members of Parliament

a number of other amendments have been proposed by t(Register of Interests) (Overseas Travel) Amendment Bill,

industry itself. which sat on theéNotice Paper for some considerable time
The six main recommendations include the implementaduring the last session. | have no doubt that all members in

tion of the recommendations of the competition policythis place would have considered the purport of this bill, and

review, so that current restrictions on companies and would expect that this bill will be dealt with relatively

partnerships are removed and a new provision is addespeedily during this session. In January last year the

making it an offence for any person to exert undue influencgovernment announced a 10-point plan to improve honesty

over licensed surveyors to provide a service in an inappropriand accountability in government. The document was littered
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with terms such ‘tough on conflict of interest’, ‘increased  Itisimportant that such conduct is open to public scrutiny
disclosure’, more information to the public’, ‘MP’s code of in order to ensure appropriate standards of behaviour by all
conduct’ and so on. Since then the sense of urgency regardingembers of parliament and the executive. Corrupt conduct
the legislative program concerning honesty and accountabilitgas been defined in many places and can be said to be any
in government has been lamentable. This bill will seek taconduct of any person, whether or not they are a public
improve— official, that adversely affects or could adversely affect either
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Hon. J.SL. Dawkins): dir_e<_:t|y or i_ndirectly the hc_)nest_ or impartial exercise of
Order! It would be appreciated if members did not stand irPfficial functions by any public official. In thatrespect I need
my line of sight to the member on his feet. only briefly draw members attention to the former New
The Hon. the Hon. Mr Redford has the call, and all othersoUth Wales premier, Nick Greiner, \(vho offered a p(_)smon
contributions are out of order at the moment. to an Independent_member of parliament. Whilst it was
o ) overturned by a decision of the Full Court of the New South
TheHon. AJ. REDFORDTh|S bill will seek to Improve Wa|es Court of AppeaL it was defined by the then |ndepend_
the honesty and accountability of government, and | hope int Commissioner Against Corruption as corrupt conduct.
will secure a prompt indication of support from the The sort of conduct Mr Greiner was accused of engaging in
government. The object of the bill is to further bolsteras not dissimilar to that which might occur in terms of the
government honesty and accountability by ensuring that aljovernment offering travel opportunities to individual
overseas travel funded by the government is revealed t;iembers of parliament.
parliament and the public. Quite simply, members of TheHon. R.D. Lawson: Not this government!
parliament must provide particulars of all overseas travel that TheHon. A.J. REDEORD: The honourable member
they or a family member have undertaken, which travel hagterjects, and there will be other occasions where I might
been funded in whole or in part by the state in their primaryajse a couple of specific issues in that regard, but I will not
return to parliament. It covers all members of parliamentdo so on this occasion. MPs using their parliamentary travel
including presiding members—which might get me intoare subjected to close media and public scrutiny. However,
trouble. MPs who are given trips—which is not an uncommon event,
The reasons that underlie the introduction of this bill isgiven some of the FOI information | have received over the
that a number of members have had the opportunity to travélast 10 months—are not so subject to public scrutiny. In any
on occasions that do not come within the parliamentary travegvent, it seems to the opposition that this bill is worthy of
allowances to which we are all entitled and which receiveconsideration, will advance the cause of honesty and
great publicity. Most travel is undertaken with little or no accountability not only in government but also in parliament,
publicity and without much public scrutiny. In that respect | 2nd will enable the proper scrutiny of this activity. Indeed, |
freely acknowledge—and have done so on numeroudm sure the Hon. Ms Zollo will lead the charge on the part of
occasions in the past—that | had the opportunity to partakée opposition in support of this legislation.
in a government pa|d tr|p some two years ago when | In terms of the explanation of the bl”, clause 1 is the short
attended the United States to look at issues concernirigfle; clause 2 is the commencement; clause 3 inserts a
insurance liability and other issues concerning volunteeheading; clause 4 refers to the contents of the Members of
organisations. Parliament Register of Interests return to include particulars
f all overseas travel undertaken by the member or member
f the member’s family during the return period that is or is
o be funded in whole or in part by the state. | commend the
ill to the chamber.

That led to the passage of two pieces of legislation througﬁ
parliament and contributed to the former and current
government’s understanding of liability. However, some
people, particularly those who are cynical, might see tha
some travel is being awarded or granted in exchange for some The Hon. CARMEL ZOLL O secured the adjournment
incentive or support of the government either to stay in powegt tne debate.
or for a government position. | am not at this stage making
any suggestion that that might motivate the government in ADJOURNMENT
terms of offering this sort of travel, but the government needs
to be open and accountable and ought to be the subject of At 6.18 p.m. the council adjourned until 2.15 p.m. on
public comment if need be. Thursday 23 October.



