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that it would be quite improper for him under the Freedom
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL of Information Act to instruct an officer in any way. He also

went on to say that there would not be government interfer-
ence in relation to the processing of information. Yesterday
in the House of Assembly, minister Weatherill stated a
number of things and, again in the interests of brevity, | will
not quote all he said. However, the key aspect of his state-
LEGISLATIVE REVIEW COMMITTEE ment was as follows. Referring to .the gO\{ernment h(.e.said:
We have promulgated protocols which provide opportunities for

. : ministers and their advisers to have input. That advice is to be
The Hon. J. GAZZOLA: | bring up the 13th report of the articulated and it is to be transparent.

Wednesday 25 February 2004

The PRESIDENT (Hon. R.R. Roberts)took the chair
at 2.15 p.m. and read prayers.

committee. ) )

Report received and ordered to be read. My questions are:

The Hon. J. GAZZOLA: | bring up the 14th report of the 1. Has the minister read the protocols that have been
committee. promulgated by minister Weatherill? If he has, will he

undertake to provide a copy of those protocols to the
parliament so that we can all be aware of those protocols that
allegedly govern the opportunities for ministers and advisers
to have input?
2. Will the minister outline his understanding of the role
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION that he and his advisers can play under minister Weatherill's
. protocols in the processing of freedom of information
The Hon. R.I. LUCAS (Leader of the Opposition): I gppjications that come to his office and his agency?
seek leave to make a brief explanation before asking the' The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Agriculture,
Leader of the Government a question about the Ranfgoq and Fisheries)We are certainly aware of the behav-
government's disgraceful and despicable manipulation of,r of the former government, especially that of the Leader
freedom of information applications. _ of the Opposition’s great colleague, the former premier John
Thle Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: | rise on a point of order. Qjsen. We know how his staff, namely one Alex Kennedy,
That is a gross abuse of question time by the Leader of thgsied. \We know what her involvement was in FOI applica-

Report received.

QUESTION TIME

Opposition. S tions. That was the standard. It is perhaps easy after two years
Members interjecting: . of a principled government for us to forget the appalling
The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: Well, it does not matter. standards of behaviour under the previous government.

That language— Responsibilities under the Freedom of Information Act are

The PRESIDENT: Itis not the normal course of action. set out in the act. As was indicated yesterday by my colleague
I think the Hon. Mr Lucas wants to seek leave to ask ayho is responsible for this measure, there have been a series

question on the subject of FOI. of workshops, if | can describe them as that, to inform
Leave granted. freedom of information officers of their responsibilities under
The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: | would be interested if you could the act.

point out the point of order that was allegedly breached. Members interjecting:
Membersinterjecting: The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: The policy that | have

The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: No. Itwas not an opinion. Itwas adopted since | have been responsible for FOI matters is to
the subject of the question. Have a look at the standingave those matters referred to the department for consider-
orders. As members would know, in the last 24 hours theition. | leave those matters to the freedom of information
information relating to freedom of information requests fromofficer from the department who is properly accredited and
my colleague the Hon. Mr Redford has been publicised iwho, under this government, has been properly informed of
another place. In particular, without going into all the detail,his responsibilities.
the response from the Ombudsman quoted the CEO of the The Hon. R.I. Lucas: Have you read these protocols?
Department of Premier and Cabinet, Mr Warren McCann, as The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: | am not the minister
follows: responsible for establishing these protocols. They have been

... inreaching his determination about all but one part of onethrough my office and | would have referred them on to the
document, the FOI officer was instructed by Mr Lance Worrall [who appropriate officer. | have plenty of other things to do. As |
is the Premier's economic adviser]. said, they do not refer to me or apply in the sense that | send
That was the subject of some questioning in another place artle requests or the information off to the appropriate accredit-
publicly as well. The leader would also recall that he wased officer within the department. It is those officers who are
asked a series of questions last year relating to freedom eésponsible for that.
information requests lodged by the opposition in which the The Hon. R.I. Lucas: Will you provide a copy of the
Premier’s senior legal adviser at the time was present with airotocols?

FOI officers from all departments and agencies; an agenda The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: | will seek that from my
was circulated which listed for consideration the issue of theolleague who is responsible for the Freedom of Information
FOI application of the Hon. R. Lucas MLC. As you will Act. The act was one of the few achievements of the previous
recall, Mr President, questions were asked of the leader in thgpvernment. When the government knew it was going to get
council on that occasion. kicked out at the last election, it modified the FOI Act to

There have been a number of other occasions whemake it at least approach something like reasonable freedom
ministerial officers have been actively engaged in processingf information legislation. However, we know that the
freedom of information applications. | remind the Leader ofprevious government was the most secretive government this
the Government that, on 17 February last year, he indicatestate has ever had in relation to its operations. | do not wish
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to comment on the question that was asked yesterday. | Leave granted.

believe my colleague in another place will more than The Hon. R.D. LAWSON: On 10 November last year
adequately address it. there was tabled in this parliament an extensive report of the
The Hon. RI. Lucasinterjecting: Constitutional Convention entitled Final Report dated
The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: No, you will not. Butletme 1 September last year, prepared by Issues Deliberation
flag for the members of this chamber that they should awaibustralia. On 16 February this year the Speaker in another
with some interest the answer that my colleague will giveplace laid on the table a report which he described as the
because | am sure that will put a proper perspective on whaonstitutional Convention delegates’ report, and he made a
is suggested in relation to that particular case. We did not gettatement explaining how that report had come into existence.
that wrong. It was a statement which was somewhat of a surprise to those
The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting: members of the steering committee who, like myself, were
The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: The Hon. Angus Redford unaware of what the Speaker was doing.
has been in the upper house—I think he can see brighter Today, | received a copy of a letter written by Issues
targets beckoning in the other house. He seems to spend gkliberation Australia to the Attorney-General referring to
of his time over there these days at the start of question timene fact that the final report to which | have just referred was,
The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: | rise on a point of order, and | use its words, ‘a comprehensive quantitative analysis
Mr President. First, it is improper for members to refer toof the changes in participants’ knowledge and attitudes
whether other members are in or out of the chamber andhrough the pre and post-deliberation surveys, as well as a
secondly, it is tiresome to listen to this member for a fullqualitative analysis of both group and individual recommen-

hour. ) dations’. It describes it as an objective report ‘based on
The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: | apologise to the member responses from a random, representative sample of voting-age
for my reference, Mr President. South Australians’. The letter states:

The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: | have a supplementary question. V& were alarmed on Sunday at Parliament House. . .

Will the minister confirm that he himself has not read theThat was at a meeting which the Speaker referred to in his
protocols that were promulgated by minister Weatherillstatement to the parliament. The letter continues:
which, in the words of minister Weatherill, provided oppor- 1 -\ Lewis's draft report was titled ‘Report of the Delegates
tunities for him, as minister, and his staff to have input intojbeing the report tabled last week]. Webelieve this is a possible
FOI applications which go to his office or to his department?mnisrepresentation. Unlike the comprehensive summary of delegates’
The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: | can confirm again that individual and collective responses detailed in the [final] report, we
. 5 : re concerned that the draft report is not a report of all of the
when | have requests for FOI |nforr_nat|on | have referred alggegates. Any psychologist can point to the dangers of selective
those documents to the relevant officers, because they are thgrception, selective attribution, and group influencaVefear that
ones who will make the judgment. So, when | have had theside nature of the process resulting in the construction of the draft
requests for information | have referred them on to thegeport may not only bias what is reported therein, but reflects the

) ; . elective perceptions and attributions of the small number of
relevant officers. The Liberal opposition, after two years, ha%elegates involved. Whereas the deliberative polling methodology

made precious little headway in relation to its role as anyas completely transparent, the methods used to develop the draft

opposition. So, is it surprising that after two years in govern+eport are obscure.

ment we should be getting questions such as this in relation 2. Mr Lewis announced that the draft report was available on the

to the technicalities of FOI? Again, | think this govemmeminternet .. Acomprehensive search of the internet, beginning at the

should take it as a compliment that we are getting ques,[iongonstitutional Convention web site, failed to locate the report. . .

Al 3. ...thedraft report represents a very small part of the proceed-

about these sorts of tgchn[cal!tle§. ings of the Constitutional Convention. We believe it is another
The Hon. RI. Lucasinterjecting: ) dangerous misrepresentation of the Constitutional Convention that
The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: The most secretive govern- a draft of report of some five pages long can be alleged to be an

ment we ever had. And there we have government advisep§curate description of such an intensive, rigorous research program.

sitting in there— 4. ...the draft report appears to be a very selective sample of
The Hon. R Lucas interjecting: the';()tal\;rn IL_Jg\:\?se ;\gigizzr?tﬂﬁgiasggrrl\sﬁléa delegates: ‘we know what
The Hon. P HOLLOWAY:  Well, just wait for the Pam Ryan thought, but we don’t know what the delegates

answer. That is all I can say. thought. . . These data in no way reflected what Pam Ryan thought
The Hon. RK. Sheath interjecting: about parliamentary reform in South Australia. As a political

The PRESIDENT: Order! The Hon. Mr Sneath will come Scientist and registered psychologist, she adheres to the utmost
to order ’ ’ ’ ethical standards of her profession. To insert her own opinions in

the. . . final report would have violated all she believes in. . .
. We believe that Mr Lewis’s draft report does not adequately
The Hon. NICK XENOPHON: | have a supplementary represent the findings of the Constitutional Conventiorthe draft
guestion. To what extent have ministerial protocols on FOteport of the delegates undermines the integrity of the Constitutional
referred to been vetted by crown law to ensure there is ngonvention, and the informed voice of the people, that the IDA and
inconsistency or incompatibility with the FOI act? Newspoll teams worked so hard to achieve.
The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: | will obviously have to seek My questions to the Attorney-General are:
that answer from the Minister for Administrative Services. 1. Has he received the letter?

2. Has he responded to it?

3. Does he agree that this draft report tabled on 16 Feb-
The Hon. R.D. LAWSON: | seek leave to make a brief ruary undermines the integrity of the Constitutional

explanation before asking the Minister for Agriculture, FoodConvention?

and Fisheries, representing the Attorney-General, aquestion 4. Does he agree that the so-called Constitutional

about the Constitutional Convention. Convention delegates’ report is nothing more than a con?

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION
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The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Agriculture, showing that they had spent money on the restocking and
Food and Fisheries):| will refer those questions to the reseeding, and obviously that needed to be indicated some
Attorney-General and bring back a response. time after the event. In fact, the government had extended the

period in which that sort of information could be provided.

The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: | have a supplementary |l have to obtain the final outcome of that package, but
question. When are we likely to get an answer to thalt certainly is my understanding that the whole $5 million of
question? that package ultimately will be spent and, in some cases, there

The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: As soon as the Attorney- have been some small changes to the original proposal in
General is in a position to do so. relation to where that package has gone. For example, we

] provided some money to those fishers in the Lower River
The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: I have a further supplemen- njyrray, the Lakes and the Coorong, who, as a consequence
tary question. Is the minister able to give us some indicatiopy that drought, experienced severe difficulties with the

as to when that might be? _ _ closure of the mouth. We provided some assistance in relation
The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: Without speaking to the tg funding research into the situation in that fishery, which
Attorney-General, no. enabled them to keep their licence fees down. We have

provided assistance to a number of people under that package
and | will be pleased to provide those details, but | expect that
there will still be money to be spent from that package.

The Hon. R.D. LAWSON: | table the letter from which
| have quoted.

The PRESIDENT: That is the normal process when one
gﬁ(s)\sssrfrom a document. I myself am most interested in that HARRIS GREENSTONE BELT

The Hon. R.K. SNEATH: | seek leave to make a brief
explanation before asking the Minister for Mineral Resources

i Development a question about mineral exploration in the
The Hon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER: | seek leave to Gawler Craton.

make a brief explanation before asking the Minister for
Leave granted.

Agriculture, Food and Fisheries a question about the state

Leave granted. consistently proved to be one of the most prospective regions

The Hon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER: In late October N the state. A number of explorers are now opgrating in the
2002, the Premier visited drought ridden South Australia an@'€@- Have there been any developments in this region?
announced with great publicity a $5 million state drought  The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY  (Minister for Mineral
assistance package. It has come to my notice that only juitesources DevelopmentjThere have been some develop-
over $3 million of that package was spent; inclusive of thatments in recent times, and | am happy to keep the council
the state approved $150 000 for community support granté2formed of them. On 29 January 2004, Mithril Resources
Only 22 grants, totalling $77 000, were approved. Only sixannounced a joint venture agreement with BHP Billiton to
domestic water supply grants were approved at a total gfearch for nickel sulphide mineralisation in the Harris
$5 000; and individual business support and domestic watétreenstone belt of South Australia. BHP Billiton has agreed
supply grants of $1.5 million were approved and that, tool0 enter into a joint venture agreement to earn 52 per cent
was underspent by some $100 000. There has been a gréerest through the expenditure of $2 million. The Harris
deal of criticism come to me about the difficulty of how one greenstone belt is located to the south of Tarcoola and within
actually accesses one of these packages. My questions ai8€e central Gawler Craton.

1. Will the minister confirm that the state government The area has been the focus of a detailed scientific study
drought assistance package was underspent by almaand drilling program conducted by the Gawler Craton team
$2 million? with the geological survey branch within the minerals and

2. Was this underspending due to the fact that eligibilityenergy resources group of PIRSA. The study concluded that
was too difficult for most drought affected farmers andthere is significant potential for nickel sulphides within the
pastoralists to obtain? Harris Greenstone belt. The publication of these project

3. Will the minister confirm that, while the CWA and Red results has resulted in this under-explored area being subject
Cross grants administration costs were 2 per cent, the stale complete coverage by mineral exploration licences.
government administration costs, that is, his department’s The attraction of BHP Billiton, one of the world’s largest
administration costs, were almost 30 per cent? global mining companies, to South Australia in the current

4. Will he give us an update as to whether any moreglobally competitive environment where mining companies
grants have been given since the annual report of PIRSA?evaluate potential exploration targets on a worldwide basis

The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Agriculture, indicates the success of the government funded initiative
Food and Fisheries):I did provide some information last schemes that began with TEiSA. In fact, in his letter to
year in relation to the government package. Let me sayr David Blight, the Executive Director of the Minerals and
though, that the very generous drought package provided dynergy Division of PIRSA, David Miller of Mithril Re-
the Rann government has not been fully expended, in thgources said:
sense that we would expect that some of the funding under \we have based a lot of other recent exploration on the excellent
this package will flow through into the next financial year.work completed by PIRSA and | would like to acknowledge the
One of the issues was that the principal individual grantgontribution from your group. This is a prime example of the flow
under that package was the $1.5 million provided as restoci enefits to the exploration industry.
ing or reseeding grants. That was paid to those individualbadd my congratulations to the minerals and energy division
who were approved for grants on receipt of documentationf PIRSA for its excellent work in this area.

DROUGHT RELIEF
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SCHOOLS, ASSET MANAGEMENT system, including the recruitment of more carers as well as
extra training and support for foster care parents.

The Hon. KATE REYNOLDS: | seek leave to make a  In addition to these commitments the government
brief explanation before asking the Minister for Agriculture, announced that it would be offering parenting classes that
Food and Fisheries, representing the Minister for Educatiowould be open to foster carers and anyone else in the
and Children’s Services, a question on school asset managemmunity wanting to improve their parenting skills.
ment budgets. Adelaide’s major provider for foster care, Anglicare, stated

Leave granted. earlier this week that there are around 200 carers with about

The Hon. KATE REYNOLDS: Last year the govern- 600 children currently needing foster care. The Managing
ment announced that it would axe the Partnerships 21 loc&lirector of Anglicare, Mr Simon Schapel, said yesterday on
funding arrangement and claimed that the replacement systeiadio that because there were a lot of changes, particularly in
was a more equitable funding system. However, with the firsthe area of work patterns in the western world, Anglicare is
term of the new school year already well under way, schoolgecruiting from a much broader cross section of the commun-
still have not received details of their asset managemerity, taking on foster carers from various household types,
budgets. This presents a wide range of problems for schoolgcluding same sex, single parent and traditional family
which now find they are prevented from planning their asseflouseholds. My questions are:
management for the year because they have not beentold by 1. Will the minister advise of the screening guidelines or
the department how much funding they will be allocated. protocol currently in place to assess the suitability of persons

Obviously many schools are extremely frustrated by théo undertake care of children and foster carers?
delay, which leaves essential school maintenance and many 2. Will the minister advise as to how the screening and
school development projects up in the air and budgets in aligibility regime for the selection of prospective foster carers
state of disarray. Of course this means that school councilspmpares with the criteria for people who have applied to be
students and staff are becoming increasingly frustrated wheadoptive parents?
bureaucratic blocks prevent them from getting buildings 3. Will the minister advise of the level of training and
painted, carpets replaced, shelters built, paths repaired, etesources provided to foster carers who have been targeted
As a member of a school council | have myself experiencetb care for young people with enormous behaviour problems
enormous frustration with delays by DECS in the provisionsuch as violence and highly sexual behaviour? This includes
of essential information, while at the same time the departbut is not limited to the maximum number of days of training
ment and the government are calling on schools to improvand the specific content of the training.
their governance, think more strategically and be more 4. will the minister advise whether experienced therapists
focused on planning. My questions are: are assigned to foster carers caring for children with signifi-

1. Will the minister explain why the announcement of cant social problems during the period of time the child is in
asset management plans has been delayed for so long andhi care of the foster carer? If not, why not?

not, why not? - _ _ The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal
2. When will schools receive their asset managemenaffairs and Reconciliation): | will refer those questions to
plan? the Minister for Social Justice in another place and bring back

3. Will the minister act to ensure that in future schoolsa reply. In doing so | thank the honourable member for his
receive their asset management budget well in advance of tlgeiestions. It is clear that he has an understanding of the
new school year, preferably in term four of the year prior? difficulties that foster carers have when the placement of

4. Does the minister believe that it is acceptable thachildren with behavioural problems is in a shared family. |
schools are forced to wait until after the commencement ofake my hat off and pay my respects to them and others who
the school year to learn how much will be allocated in theiropen their homes for foster care. There is a shortage which
budget for that year? the government is trying to deal with in some of the ways

The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Agriculture, mentioned by the honourable member.

Food and Fisheries)1 will refer that question to the Minister
for Education and Children’s Services in another place and ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION AUTHORITY

bring back a response. .
The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: | seek leave to make a brief

FOSTER CARE explanation before asking the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs
and Reconciliation, representing the Minister for Environ-
The Hon. A.L. EVANS: | seek leave to make a brief ment and Conservation, a question about the Environment
explanation before asking the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs Protection Authority.

and Reconciliation, representing the Minister for Social Leave granted.

Justice, a question concerning foster carers. The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: In October 2002, this
Leave granted. parliament passed the Statutes Amendment (Environment
The Hon. A.L. EVANS: Last year the South Australian Protection) Bill. In speaking on the bill, the Minister for

Council of Social Service reported that child protection andEnvironment stated that the intent of the bill was to revamp

foster care funding in South Australia for the 2001-02the EPA, and he stressed the importance of the independence

financial year amounted to $116 a year for every child in th@f the EPA. In his second reading explanation the minister
state compared with the national average of $165 per chilaid the following:

There has been much discussion over the past two days about The main thrust of this bill is to enhance the initiatives already

the severe shortage of foster carers in our child protectionndertaken by the government to increase the independence of the

system. In December last year the government announcéd™

that it was planning a major overhaul of the state’s foster carkater in the debate the minister went on to say the following:
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We want the public to believe and to know that this EPA is anbetween his office and the independent EPA for each working
independent body which will make decisions based on the be%ay that this government has been in office?

interests of the community when it comes to environmental L -
protection and that it is not being held by a string or connected in T_he Hon. T.G. R.QB.ERTS (Mlnlster for Abong_mal
He went on to emphasise this in the committee stage of th@eMme'r?]E’etresri'r:'t;?gt?%_place and bring back a reply.
bill in talking about interference and said the following: : . .

9 9 The PRESIDENT: Order! | know it is a complex subject

It does not have to be a blatant example of the crude exercise : ST
power. It can be done by a subtle approach, by a kind of attitudg;u'[ there was too much debating and too much opinion in the

developed or promoted in either the minister's office or a departmerduestion, and it contained inferences which were going close
tal office. to the mark. | ask the Hon. Mr Redford to confine himself to

The bill was passed and | am sure that we all voted for tha"! explanation without the opinion and to frame his questions

bill on the basis of statements made by the minister about tH&0re succinctly.
independence of the EPA.

Last October I thought I would just check how independ-
ent the EPA is. | issued an FOI request seeking (a) an
correspondence between the Minister for Environment an CAtiAn
Conservation and the EPA since March 2002; and (b) any d_?EZnﬁc?:t_?gaglé%tEg.Ts | think that it gives the
notes evidencing any oral communication between thc—F o : ) .

- : : . impression that a lot of FOI requests are being made. | will
Minister for Environment and Conservation and/or any of his - ; 2 .
staff and the EPA since March 2002. In November 2003 théﬂsrgnﬁ‘t wggcokrt:rrw;qluestlon to the minister in another place
EPA alleged, to my great surprise, that compliance with thé 9 PIy-
request to these two independent bodies would:

... substantially and unreasonably divert the agency'’s resources.

Not unreasonably, | thought that perhaps this EPA is not as The Hon. J.F. STEFANI: | seek leave to make a brief
independent as the minister might have us believe. In afiXplanation before asking the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs

internal review the CEO of the EPA said the following: and Reconciliation, representing the Minister for Administra-

The determination was based on advice sought from the EP/%V@e Serv_ices, questions about the South Australian Water
rporation.

management on the nature and extent of correspondence between
minister and the organisation. Leave granted.
| then sought an external review. | provided detailed reasons The Hon. J.F. STEFANI: | refer to the Auditor-General's

and, in response to those reasons, the EPA made the follofgeport tabled in parliament and published on 13 October
ing assertions: 2003 relating to the changes to functions and structure within
| estimate that there are about 3000 to 5000 documenttshﬁ Sou;h Au(sjt.rallzi? Watelr Corporé’:ltlr? n. Ifrl?fer.to page'57
excluding e-mails that come within these classifications of whichVhere the Auditor-General reported that, following a series
1 500 to 2 500 come within the first classification mentioned above0f reviews relating to the corporation’s overseas activities, it
In other words. that is minutes. draft letters and briefing'@d decided to cease its involvement in Indonesia and had
notes, etc. We have an assertion that, in the 720 long dafgmmenced the winding up of SA Water International Pty
that this mob has been in governmént we have had & d, Crichbee Pty Ltd, and PTSA Water International, which

average of 6 to 10 communications per day indudindgéacompanyincorporated in Indonesia. The Auditor-General

The Hon. J.F. STEFANI: | have a supplementary
uestion. Does the minister concede that such a level of
%ommunication gives the impression that the EPA is not an

SA WATER CORPORATION

holidays and weekends, between the minister and higPorted that the winding up process should be finalised
independent EPA. Further, the letter states: uring the 2003-04 financial period. My questions are:

To search the e-mails sent and received between the minister’ 1. Can the minister advise parliament whether the
office and the EPA would be about $3 334 500 and a review of thos inding-up process has b_een completed? . .
e-mails would cost a further $5 000. 2. Can he further confirm the total cost associated with

. . . H H - .y 7
That is a total of $3 340 000 to look at communicationst"® Winding-up procedures of these entities"

between the minister and this so-called independent EPA. BXﬁT.he HO(;]'RT'G' R?.BERT_SI (I\/_Ililnistfer f(h’r Aboriginal
way of explanation, Dr Vogel states: airs and Reconciliation): | will refer those important

. - , guestions to the minister in another place and bring back a
There are about 20 people in the minister’s office and abou

25 persons at the EPA that may have been contacted by trfgply'
minister’s office.
. . PRISONS, REHABILITATION PROGRAMS

In the light of that, my questions are:

1. Does the minister agree that this indicates that there has The Hon. J. GAZZOLA: | seek leave to make a brief
been massive (or least a perception of massive) interferenggatement before asking the Minister for Correctional
in the duties of the EPA by his office? Services a question about rehabilitation programs in prison.

Members interjecting: o _ Leave granted.

The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: Why is it that it would take The Hon. J. GAZZOLA: For most of the last decade,
$3 million to find out what the minister is saying to his own rehabilitation in our prisons has been sadly neglected. | have
independent body with which he says there will not be anyheard the minister inform the council that South Australia is

political interference? the only mainland state without a prison based sex offender
2. Does the minister agree that it will cost in excess ofrehabilitation program. | am also aware that this Labor
$3 million to disclose the level of this interference? government has allocated $1.5 million over the next four

3. Why has the minister or his office conducted a regimeyears to develop rehabilitation programs for high risk and
where there has been between 6 and 10 communicatiohsgh needs offenders, with the major focus on rehabilitation
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programs for sex offenders. Can the minister advise the 1. What are the implications for the amount of tax ETSA
council on what is being done to recruit specialists for thesdltilities pays in Australia with the shift of CKI Holdings to
programs? the Bahamas?

The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Correctional 2. Should ETSA Utilities or CKI Holdings be paying less
Services):Funds have been made available for the next foutax as a consequence of this move?

years to develop a new assessment and treatment program forz - wji| that have an effect upon the regulated rate of
high risk and high need offenders, and the major focus of thigeturn to be paid to ETSA Utilities?

rehabilitation will be a program for sex offenders. The 1o Hon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Agriculture

workers, to expand its rehabilitation programs. We will alsop, 4tters are the responsibility of the commonwealth govern-
be conducting a drive for correctional services officers, using,ont | understand the relevance of the latter part of the
the facilities of the department, to try to build up the careeg, :

h with a f - d devel hich | onourable member’s question but, clearly, it is not state
path with a focus on training and development, which untily ;¢ rities that would have access to those taxation issues.
now has not been done.

. : . , However, | will see what information the Minister for Energy
It will be the single biggest employment exercise of .5, provide.

specialist staff for Corrections over the past decade and the

recruitment campaign will seek a substantial influx of CHILD RESTRAINTS

specialists to implement cutting edge rehabilitation programs

across the correctional services system, including prisons and The Hon. T.G. CAMERON: | seek leave to make a brief
community corrections. It is expected that 14 specialisgyp|anation before asking the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs
people will be employed to deliver the new rehabilitation g Reconciliation, representing the Minister for Transport,

programs. . . » questions about seatbelt restraints for young children.
We are creating four senior positions to strengthen the Leave granted.

leadership in prison based social work services and to .
: ; : : . The Hon. T.G. CAMERON: The Advertiser recently
improve the departments capacity 1o assist prisoners orted that the impact of a child hitting the windscreen of

returning to the community at the end of their sentence. It cahP

: . : car was the equivalent to the child’s hitting the ground in
be seen that, far from just defending the perimeters, we ar% fall from a height of more than three storeys. South

concentrating on rehabilitation as a focus within Corrections ustralian law currently allows for a child over the age of one
and the recruitment of people to drive those necessa?ear to sitin the frontyassen er seat of a car rog/ided the
programs within the correctional services system ha . pe 9 b ' (ney
commenced are appropriately restrained in an approved child restraint or

by the seatbelt provided. However, Dr Robert Anderson from

The Hon. SANDRA KANCK: | have a supplementary the University of Adelaide’s centre for automotive research
question. Following the development of the program and thé/as quoted biihe Advertiser as saying that the safest place

recruitment of staff, when does the minister plan for thel" children is in the back seat and properly restrained. He

treatment program to be implemented in the prisons?
The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: | am not sure whether the Children who are not in appropriate restraints can slide under the

honourable member refers to the treatment programs insichelt- In that event, the lap part of the seatbelt can cause abdominal
injuries. Also, the neck can catch on the sash part of the belt causing

Corrections with Health. The only thing | can do is take thatgrendous injuries. These are injuries that would not occur if they
question on notice. | can give the honourable member anad a properly fitted restraint.

indicated reply, that is, as soon as possible. The recruitme
programs have not been easy because there is a lot 2;3]
competition for people who are operating in the field.
Corrections is headhunting at the moment and conductin
interviews. | can only say that within the next six months we
would hope to have programs up and running inside th
prison system.

e Road Safety Advisory Council has also called on the
ate government to strengthen road laws covering the
restraint of children travelling in cars. In its Reducing Road
rauma report, the council says that the mandatory use of a
child restraint for children over 12 months of age is an issue
Which requires immediate attention and that consideration
should be given to establishing a state-wide restraint advisory
service for South Australia. My questions to the minister are:
1. In the past 12 months how many children in South
The Hon. SANDRA KANCK: | seek leave to make an Australia have been killed or injured in motor vehicle
explanation before asking the Minister for Agriculture, Foodaccidents as a result of not wearing properly fitted child
and Fisheries, representing the Minister for Energy, destraints?
guestion concerning ETSA Utilities. 2. Will the government act on the Road Safety Advisory
Leave granted. Council’s recommendations to strengthen road laws covering
The Hon. SANDRA KANCK: My office has learntthat the restraint of children travelling in cars, and will it also give
CKI Holdings, that is, Cheung Kong Infrastructure, the parenglue consideration to establishing a statewide restraint
company of ETSA Utilities, has recently shifted the companyadvisory service to ensure parents are fully informed about
registration from Malaysia to the Bahamas. The Bahamas i§€ dangers of not having children properly restrained in their
a well-known tax haven which, according to the Australiancars?
Taxation Office, is increasingly popular with Australians The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal
seeking to minimise their personal income tax. The ATO isAffairs and Reconciliation): | will refer those important
attempting to reduce the incidence of Australians using thguestions to the Minister for Transport in another place and
Bahamas as a tax haven. My questions to the minister arebring back a reply.

ETSA UTILITIES
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TURRETFIELD RESEARCH CENTRE MURRAY BRIDGE RAILWAY STATION

The Hon. J.S.L. DAWKINS: | seek leave to make a brief The Hon. SANDRA KANCK: | seek leave to make a
explanation before asking the Minister for Agriculture, Foodbrief explanation before asking the Minister for Aboriginal
and Fisheries a question relating to agricultural researcAffairs and Reconciliation, representing the Minister for

centre open days. Transport, a question about seats at Murray Bridge Railway
Leave granted. Station.
The Hon. J.S.L. DAWKINS: Members may be well ~ L€ave granted.

aware that all the agricultural research centres in South The Hon. T.G. Roberts interjecting: .

Australia conduct annual open days. The member for, 1heHon. SANDRA KANCK: Book early is absolutely
Schubert in another place has alerted me to the fact that thight. In a recent edition 6fhe Murray Velley Sandard there
recent open day at the Turretfield research centre on the ed§y@S @ story that told of the removal of seats from the Murray
of the Barossa Valley was very well attended by farmers fronridge Railway Station. This follows the earlier indignity of
across a wide area of the state. My questions are: toilets being closed at that railway station. If trains are

1. Will the minister advise the council whether Turretfield [gwgr;ggitriéotszgﬂﬁ fﬁécgggb::;a trgé,n]feoggnnsi,lngférﬁg igo
is in quarantine for Ovine Johne’s Disease? » Peop 9

. . at that railway station for up to two hours, or else have the
2. Ifthatis the case, what action was taken to ensure th@ftion of sitting on the gravel at the railway station. Local

farmers attend_ing the open day on 17 February were advis%ome who have made inquiries of the Department of
of the quarantine conditions? Transport could not get an explanation as to why the seats
3. Will the minister indicate what precautionary advice had been removed. My questions to the minister are:
was given to farmers before they returned to their properties 1. Why have the seats at Murray Bridge Railway Station
which are not affected by OJD? been removed?
The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Agriculture, 2. What action will he take to ensure the seats will be
Food and Fisheries):| was aware that there were some replaced very soon?
sheep with OJD on that property. | would have to get The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal
information about the current status, and | will also get fromAffairs and Reconciliation): | will refer those important
my department the information as to what precautions werguestions to the Minister for Transport in another place and
taken in relation to that matter at Turretfield. bring back a reply. | perhaps make a suggestion they could
go to the pub across the road to wait for the train.
The Hon. J.S.L. DAWKINS: | have a supplementary The Hon. Sandra Kanck interjecting:
guestion. Will the minister ask PIRSA to provide the numbers The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: There have been a few who
of farmers who attended that field day—if that informationhave missed the train.
is available? The PRESIDENT: Minister, you would be aware that the

The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: | will undertake to do that.  toilets have also been closed.

GAMBLING, LEGAL LIABILITY EXTRACTIVE AREAS REHABILITATION FUND

The Hon. D.W. RIDGWAY: | seek leave to make a brief
explanation before asking the Minister for Agriculture, Food
and Fisheries a question about the extractive areas rehabilita-
IIion fund.

Leave granted.

The Hon. D.W. RIDGWAY: On searching the Primary

Leave granted. Industries web site the other day for something else, | came

The Hon. NICK XENOPHON: On 15 July 2003, | asked across a discussion paper released early last year, which
the minister whether the Independent Gambling Authoritysuggests that ‘comments or submissions should be provided
had sought legal advice on its statutory functions and powelisy 1 August 2003". The extractive areas rehabilitation fund
and its obligation to act to minimise the harm caused byvas established under the Mining Act in 1971 and is one

gambling, particularly in the context of section 11 of thesource, but not the sole source, of funds used to rehabilitate
Independent Gambling Authority Act. At that time, | asked extractive mine sites.

whether the authority had SOUght advice as to the extent to Extractive industry provides minera|s_primari|y C|ay,
which the Crown might be liable if the authority made sand, shell and gravel—for the construction industry, and in
recommendations to reduce the harm caused by gambling apd00-01 extractive mines had a volume of about 12 million
whether, if those measures were notimplemented, any leg@dnnes per year, with an annual turnover at that time of
liability arose. Given that the new codes of conduct of theg295 million. The rehabilitation of extractive mine sites is a
Independent Gambling Authority are due to come intomine operator’s responsibility, although in South Australia
operation at the end of April this year, and given the authora number of abandoned, derelict mines are in need of repair.
ity's work in other areas of gambling regulation, when will Extractive mining operators have mounting dissatisfaction
the minister comprehensively answer the questions | put t@ith the current funding arrangements due to the fact that the
him on 23 July 2003? EARF contribution has not increased since 1979. Mine
The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal rehabilitation costs have increased due to inflation, while the
Affairs and Reconciliation): | will refer those important EARF has not.
questions to the minister in another place and bring back a In the discussion paper published by PIRSA, the cost of
reply. rehabilitating all mines in South Australia was calculated at

The Hon. NICK XENOPHON: | seek leave to make a
brief explanation before asking the Minister for Aboriginal
Affairs and Reconciliation, representing the Minister for
Gambling, a question about gambling legislation lega
liability.
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$60 million to $65 million, and the cost of rehabilitation is suspension on new applications for EARF funding until the
increasing at about $2.5 million per year above the rate aksues are resolved.
contributions to the EARF. The fund will require contribu- I would hope that as these lengthy discussions are now
tions of an additional 35¢ per tonne over the annual increase®ming to a conclusion we will be able to come up with a
of rehabilitation costs. Some rehabilitation must be Cal’rietbroposal that both the government and the extractive industry
out after production has finished, which requires an additionakould be happy with and one that would address the signifi-
18¢ over 30years to cover the difference between aBant backlog of work the honourable member referred to in
estimated present level of rehabilitation costs and the level afis question.
fund contributions.

The PIRSA discussion paper estimates that increased | NDIGENOUS COMMUNITY COUNCILS
contributions to the fund in the order of 53¢ per tonne would
increase the cost of construction of a typical house (including The Hon. J.S.L. DAWKINS: | seek leave to make a brief
the driveway) by about $43, but, more importantly, it will explanation before asking the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs
increase the price of one kilometre of four-lane highway byand Reconciliation a question in relation to indigenous

$7 500 to $8 000. My questions are: community councils.
1. Does the government support a fully funded EARF or | aqve granted.
the introduction of rehabilitation security bonds? The Hon. J.S.L. DAWKINS: Most members of this

r1:*F1amber would be aware of the existence of indigenous
community councils in various parts of the state. These
- ; councils, which include Anangu Pitjantjatjara, Gerard,
Re;—gfrcHezn[.)g\}gg;)%;mYe hg\r/llé)nL:?;f)llre rfr?éml:'\)/tlal:]i?srgl)rrect Maralinga Tjarutja gnql Yalata, are affiliatgd With_the Loca}I

; ; . g . Government Association of South Australia. While there is
in that'a discussion paper was re!eased for public consultatl% doubt about the benefits of this relationship between these
in April 2003 and those submissions closed on 1 Augustlasi, ils and the local government sector, | was interested to
year. The discussion paper, as the honourable member has, ., ot 5 recent initiative in Western Australia. The City of
indicated, outlined issues with rehabilitation in the extractive~ nning, an inner metropolitan council of 74 000 residents
industries and invited respondents to suggest and/or comm ﬁh an a’rea of 65 square kilometres and an annual budget (’)f
on possible rehabilitation funding strategies. Again, as th 48 million, is working with the Ngaanyatjarraku Shire
honourable member indicated, the strategies suggested in t uncil in fhe central desert region of Western Australia
paper were the continuation of the EARF style approach, or Unlike indigenous community councils in South Australi;'i

the introduction of financial assurances, including ban . ) .
gaanyatjarraku is a mainstream local government body.

guarantees (as is used in non-extractive mining in Sout - . -
Australia and elsewhere in Australia). | can tell the honour) ©"Med in 1993, it covers 160 000 square kilometres and has
population of 1 500 in nine communities. Under a project

able member that 42 submissions were received fro e -
empower remote communities, Canning has developed a

EARF contribution to bring it in line with current rehabilita-
tion costs, which have been driven up by inflation?

industry, environmental and government entities, and mo - : ; L
of the submissions—26 of the 42, in fact—were receivedY"Yeal financial plan for Ng'aanyatjarr'aku, which includes
from lease or private mine holders,and operators major infrastructure, economic and social development. The
In those submissions, a modified and fully fund.ed EARFproject is aimed at enhancing Aboriginal involvement in local
style model was Widel)’/ supported in preference to thdlovernment, while maintaining and promoting Ngaanyatjarr-
n%léu culture. In addition, it ensures that Ngaanyatjarraku can

financial assurance, the bond approach. Financial assural ialist fise thati ilv difficult t
approaches were generally considered to be likely to affe@CCESS SPECIAIS EXPETUSE that IS normally diflicult to access
n rural and remote areas, through visits from Canning staff

the investment capability of miners, especially small min€ . ) )
operators, although nevertheless the introduction of bongtch @S the environmental health officer and the building

arrangements for new lease holders was supported by somdrveyor. . .
respondents. As a consequence of the outcome of those | recognise the considerable differences between the
submissions, in December | wrote to the Extractive Industrie§overnance of remote communities in South Australia
Association outlining a proposal to continue with the E ARF,compared with Western Austraha_, which has its entire state
and included a proposed increase in royalty rate and regul&PVered by local government bodies. In this state, of course,
reviews of the rate. That proposal was intended to deal wit/¢ have the mixture of Aboriginal lands, indigenous
the issues resulting from the fact that the rate had not begPmmunity councils, the Outback Areas Community
increased for over 20 years. Development _Trust and large tracts of umncorporated Iangl.
l invited the Extractive Industries Association to engageiowever, | believe that a system of matching large metropoli-
in discussion on the proposal. | can inform the honourabl&n councils with Aboriginal community councils in South
member that officers of PIRSA have met with the EIA onAustralia could have some significant benefits. | also believe
several occasions since then. | understand that they met jub@t such a system would follow on from the work undertaken
recently (16 February) to discuss a proposal preparatory gy the Local Government Association, and the Office of
the EIA responding formally. | would expect that | will Local Government undgr the previous government’s L.o.cal
receive that response fairly soon. | am informed that the ke§pOvernment Partnerships Program, to increase Aboriginal
issue which needs to be resolved is the scope of the works f@@rticipation in local government across the board. My
which the fund will pay. The EIA accepts that core rehabilita-duestions to the minister are:
tion should be funded and undertaken by the operator, and 1. Is he aware of the project in Western Australia which
their proposal is that any works outside of this should bénvolves Ngaanyatjarraku and other indigenous councils in
funded by the EARF. There have been further discussions dhat state?
those matters. As | understand it, the Extractive Industries 2. Does he agree that a similar project in South Australia
Association has supported the continuation of the currertould provide considerable assistance to indigenous commun-
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ity councils and further the knowledge of urban residentsabout the outcomes expressed in the honourable member’s

about the challenges faced by remote communities? question.
3. Will he approach the Local Government Association
and the Office of Local Government to gauge whether large FREEDOM OF INFORMATION
local government bodies would be interested in joining forces
with remote indigenous councils? The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: | seek leave to make a

4. Will the minister direct the Department of Aboriginal personal explanation.
Affairs and Reconciliation to assist in the development of any Leave granted.
alliances between urban and indigenous councils? The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: Earlier today in another place
The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal the Minister for Urban Development and Planning made a
Affairs and Reconciliation): | thank the honourable member statement about some matters which | raised. It was suggest-
for his very important and detailed question, an issue oé&d by the minister that a freedom of information application
which | am sure he has a lot of knowledge, given the detaithat | issued and which was the subject of questions in
he has just described. He has described the governmengsother place yesterday sought access to the following:
policy in relation to how we deal with remote communities  documents concerning the Economic Development Board
in South Australia. We certainly have to take stock ofmade since the commencing operation.
weaknesses within our current system in engaging COMMUN tact Mr President, that was a freedom of information
ties in trying to build their capacity to develop partnershipsypjication which I issued in November 2002. The freedom
with local, state and commonwealth governments. ?{information application referred to yesterday and today by
We are finding that the other states have moved aheafie minister was a freedom of information application that |
more quickly than we have in relating to engagement. As thgsg e on 2 September 2003, nearly 12 months out, in which
honourable member pointed out, Western Australia hagsq,ght documents about the Economic Development Board
formalised processes. We are still discovering ways in which g 1o which was attached a schedule of specified individual
we can get benefit from engaging Aboriginal communitiesyocyments. In the minister's answer he sought to suggest that

within regional, metropolitan and remote areas. In reply 1q iy aqyising and giving information to the Leader of the
one of the points the honourable member made, in the remo pposition, misled the leader by not providing the full quote

areas we are trying to use the office of local government angdpq that the use of the word ‘instruct’ was merely advisory.

the LGAs expertise to assist in developing a local govern-y,y weatherill said—and he called me Angus Redford in
ment model that would suit the remote region. We have mad&nother place, and | am annoyed about that—

formal contact with the Office of Local Government to An honourable member interjecting:

dls\(;\blesszai[sgtﬁave an agreement from the APY executive t The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: We will call each other
nourable or we will call each other by our names.

engage in discussions about changing the nature of the AP ) - .

executive into a form of local government in itself. We are f tﬁheLPRElstl.DEgT' W?I will comply with the standards

looking at how that would relate to the area of outback?' ~'c -€gisiaive Lounch. -

development trusts. In reporting on progress made within the The Hon. A.J. REDFOROD: It is probably a matter that
should raise with the Speaker. In any event, he indicated

outer metropolitan area, that is, Fleurieu Peninsula, th .
Alexandrina council area and the southern metropolitad@t | had not provided the full quote and that the use of the

council of Marion, the local organisations that are connectetf©rd instruct was merily ??IV iSOt’y.thi:’Stl, the leader ﬂl'el .
with the metropolitan areas—the Kaurna, in the south and t QVertlser were g|ven@ et text of the letter. Secondly, in
Naranagerri—have been able to loosely affiliate thosdliS statement the minister conceded that the letter was

organisations to become one body. This has been a slow bglﬁepared by lawyers. He knows that | am a lawyer and he is
fruitful process. a lawyer himself and as such he would be aware that the use

We have models that we are trying to put in pIaceOf the word instruct in that context is a direction. In another

informally, but at some point we will put a formal structure P&t Of the letter the word used was ‘guided’. That is the
together where local government resources can be sharéffference.
with Aboriginal communities in a meaningful way. In Port ~ Members interjecting:
Augusta there is a local Aboriginal structure put forward to  The PRESIDENT: Order! Honourable members are well
engage local government there. We first looked at it in ordepware that personal explanations are about issues that have
to encourage Aboriginal people to go into local governmentaken place where they have been misquoted and where they
and then report back to their communities or to encouraggan correct them. They are not to debate the issue. The Hon.
them to form bodies of their own to engage local governmenMr Redford can continue where he is misquoted and correct
separately but in partnership. Basically, that is the model wéhe record. He will cease to debate the issue.
are using in Port Augusta; that is, to get the people of The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: | apologise if | have offended
Davenport and the Aboriginal people in Port Augusta toagainst standing orders. In another place the implication was
loosely form an organisational structure that can engage loc#at | had used the word ‘instruct’ in an incorrect way and had
government and express their priorities in respect of howailed to consider the full context of the letter. In that respect
rates are spent, not only on Aboriginal issues but also ohpoint out that there are other parts of the letter which, rather
broader community issues in joint partnerships. It attract$han use the word ‘instruct’ in the context of Mr Worrall's
commonwealth and state funds while we are able to do tha@ctivities, use the word ‘guide’. | believe that | was entitled
The challenge is there, and the honourable member hdg believe that the word instruct meant what it says—instruct.
outlined in a very structured way the opposition’s views. We Membersinterjecting:
agree with those views expressed in total, even though we The PRESIDENT: Order! All honourable members will
may disagree about the details. | believe it is a very excitingonduct themselves in an orderly manner and, in particular,
time for us as legislators to work together to try to bringl ask the Hon. Mr Redford to stop beating the furniture.
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MATTERS OF INTEREST | would like to acknowledge all those who have been
involved in this award as winners, finalists and applicants
over the last nine years—their contribution is significant. |

RIRDC RURAL WOMEN'S AWARD know that over the next twelve months we will be hearing
more about Jeanette Long and Laura Fell as they continue
The Hon. CARMEL ZOLLO: Itwas my great pleasure their work in industry, natural resources management and
to announce the 2004 RIRDC Rural Women’s Award on 1Gyral communities. The awards are about supporting women
February. The RIRDC Rural Women’s Award began in 200Gyho have a strong and positive vision for the future and
with the objective of increasing women’s capacity toproviding them with an exciting opportunity to develop their
contribute to agriculture in rural Australia by providing them skilis, talents and leadership, and to make a difference.
with the support and resources to further develop their skills  The RIRDC Award highlights the roles of women who are
and Laura Fell. Their great stories were told on the day. Thejrimary industries and natural resource management. The
were real-life stories about two women who are making &wards recognise and empower not only the two finalists but
SubStantIa| Contrlbutlon to the|r IndUStI‘IeS as We” as the"a'SO the many women and the Communlty in general WhO
communities. benefit from their talents. Ultimately, our state benefits
The winner, Jeanette Long, received a bursary of $15 00§qcially and economically. Congratulations from the chamber
to help fulfil her personal vision of establishing Womentg jeanette Long, winner of this year's award. | know that |
Embracing Agriculture Together, an informal agricultural am joined by the Minister for Agriculure, Food and Fisheries,

business training project to empower women grain growerghe Hon. Paul Holloway, in adding his congratulations.
to achieve change through participation in strategic learning

groups. Jeanette Long owns and manages three very different LABOR GOVERNMENT
agricultural businesses in partnership with her husband, Bill.
These include a cropping and sheep property, Cooinda, on The Hon. D.W. RIDGWAY: | rise today to speak of the
Yorke Peninsula; Clairvale Estate Vineyard in the Clarampending cabinet reshuffle of the Rann Labor government.
Valley; and Ag Consulting Co. Pty Ltd, a farm advisory, Glancing over at the political candidates for promotion, and
research and training business. Her pilot project will establisindeed those who may be in line for demotion (otherwise
a group of 12 to 15 women who will meet five to six times known as Michael Wright) | thought it timely to offer some
a year. A professional female facilitator will facilitate the advice to the Premier and his factional heavyweight, Pat
group and the initial workshops will cover topics such asConlon. | think that one of the obvious candidates for
strategic planning, team building exercises and a skills audipromotion to the Labor front bench would have to be the
The project is not designed to create a new organisation anember for West Torrens. As a former transport worker, he
formal group; it is designed to enhance the skills of womeris uniquely suited to sitting and discussing the topical issues
in grain-growing enterprises. of the Transport portfolio. Another candidate for promotion
The other finalist, Laura Fell, in partnership with heris the member for Enfield. As the only person in the Labor
husband, is a contract chicken meat producer farming atarty who understands that a single desk is something other
McLaren Vale. As the runner up, Laura received $5 000 irthan where you stand to collect your lunch, he would
financial assistance for her project. She will be putting heprobably be an improvement on the current primary industries
bursary to good use to encourage the engagement afinister. Maybe he and the Hon. Carmel Zollo could flip it,
Australian expertise in the delivery of trade services andor such is the scant regard that the Labor party holds for the
research in Iraq as well as acting as a role model to facilitateural sector.
the building of cross-cultural information networks for  Now that he has finished sowing his wild oats, | am sure
agricultural women in both South Australia and Irag. that the member for Elder would have much more time to
On the day | was pleased to say that governments hawdevote to the Attorney-General's portfolio; in fact, he
been formally recognising the role women play in ruralperformed so well in the Police portfolio that they took it
communities and the primary industries for over 80 yearaway from him, which obviously left him red-faced. | also
through PIRSA's support of the rural women’s groups. It ishave a feeling that the Hon. Gail Gago would be a big help
worth noting that women are increasingly being recognisedor the Hon. Stephanie Key, the Minister for Social Justice,
for their economic contribution to rural communities andwho will surely take on health given the current minister’s
primary industries in addition to the significant social ailing performance.
contribution that they make. Despite the fact that there is When scraping the bottom of the barrel in terms of
some way to go before we have increased the number ofiinisterial talent, the possibilities are endless, with such
women on boards and committees to the governmentpolicy heavyweights as the Hon. Bob Sneath and his sidekick
committed level of 50 per cent by 2006, we should still bethe Hon. John Gazzola waiting in the wings. As | indicated,
pleased by how far we have come over the last decade. Michael Wright has been a disaster in transport and industrial
The RIRDC Awards were built on the success of the ABCrelations. The Hon. Lea Stevens has not been in the news
Radio Rural Women’s Award. As a result, the government|ately only because Michael Wright has beaten her to it when
through PIRSA, strongly supported the development of ait comes to the bungling around in his portfolio. Pat Conlon
award that built on the ABC award. Whilst the award is ahas lost the Police portfolio; and nobody has been able to
national RIRDC project, it is supported by PIRSA, by thespeak to the Minister for Tourism, not because she is
organisation of the state selection and the function presentanapproachable but because no-one as yet has been able to
tion. The RIRDC Award recognises the need to consideinterrupt her. On a more serious note there are some tremen-
experience, current commitment and the potential of womedously important issues facing the people of South Australia.
to contribute to primary industries, agribusiness and resourcehe plain and simple truth is that the ministers in the Rann
management. government have given them mere lip-service.
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The WorkCover Corporation lurches from one crisis tostand for election. Australia was the first nation in the world
another under the current minister. From ballooning unfundetb give most women, with the exception of indigenous
liabilities to allegations of stalking and police investigations,women in some states, both these rights. We should be proud
the minister cannot keep his nose clean. Then there is ttef those achievements of our pioneer mothers that helped to
handling of industrial relations. The Hon. Terry Stephens, ircreate the democratic foundations on which our country has
a question yesterday, outlined how dismally the minister hatbeen built. We must never forget the dedication and achieve-
performed. Today | read that the Public Service Associatioments that Australian women have put into suffrage cam-
will go on strike for the first time in 20 years. In fact, massive paigns—especially our pioneers Catherine Helen Spence,
public sector strikes are occurring in Victoria and New SouttMary Lee and Elizabeth Spence Nicholls—and many others
Wales—both under Labor governments. In broader economiwho have made a tremendous contribution to democracy here
terms— in South Australia and also around the world.

Members interjecting: Their aim was to liberate women to have a voice in

The PRESIDENT: Order! | know that during matters of government, education and the workplace and to have choices
interest honourable members sometimes stray. | allow greatér determining women'’s roles in society. A great deal has
flexibility in matters of interest than normal but the honour-been achieved. We must continue to inspire and educate our
able member has referred to a number of ministers. He hamw generation of women that the celebration of the women'’s
breached standing order 193. As it is matters of interest, theuffrage movement is a vital and significant part of our
standing orders prevail. Objectionable and offensive wordhistory to be celebrated by all.
are only to be uttered, as the honourable member has been We have come a long way in the past 100 years. It is
here long enough to know, on the basis of a substantivenfortunate, however, that, while legislatively women cannot
motion. It does not prevent you from making observationge discriminated against, often their circumstances mean that
about performance, but you do need to comply with thehey cannot participate in society or the workplace as freely
standing orders, especially standing order 193. | am sure thas their male counterparts. Statistics show that we as a society
you will take that into consideration during the rest of yourstill have a way to go to be able to claim equity between the
contribution. sexes.

The Hon. D.W. RIDGWAY: —the South Australian The Equal Opportunity for Women in the Workplace
economy has lost 4 500 jobs since June last year. This &gency has undertaken a census that determines the status of
particularly concerning given that the national unemploymenwomen in most senior leadership positions in the top
figures, under the steady leadership of the Howard goverr200 organisations listed on the Australian Stock Exchange.
ment, have fallen. South Australia is tending towards highefhe 2002 census highlights the under-representation of
unemployment in an unprecedented time of economic boonmyomen in Australian leadership positions in the private sector
What awaits us when the national economic boom can nand the subsequent under-utilisation of the talents of Aust-
longer carry South Australia due to Labor's glib economicralian women who make up 44.6 per cent of the total work
policy? The Rann government is the highest taxing governforce. The census revealed that women hold just 9 per cent
ment in South Australia’s history, with a massive 21 per cenof executive management positions; 49 per cent have no
increase in taxation revenue since coming to office. Theyvomen executive managers; and 47 per cent have no women
have introduced a raft of new taxes and charges, breaking o their boards. Our campaigns must continue to make sure
of their key election promises. So far they have made néhat the position of women in South Australia moves forward
apology for this disgraceful record on tax relief. This is nottowards genuine equity.
economic policy: it is just plain, old-fashioned, socialist ~Letus now look at how much the current federal govern-
dogma. ment has contributed to gender equity in this country. In less

The Treasurer, the Hon. Mr Foley, claims that he isthan eight years the Howard federal government has, first,
protecting the strong economy, but not by reducing taxes. Ag)anaged to oversee the decline in pay equity between men
we can see, the economy is turning sour. Still he sucks mor@nd women. Women'’s total wages are now less than 65 per
money out of people’s pockets and the economy througkent of total male earnings. Secondly, it has refused the
taxation. Remarkably, the former Liberal governmentintroduction of paid maternity leave, a decision that was
managed to overcome the worst economic conditions eveégcently condemned by the newly appointed Chief Executive
after the Labor Party’s last effort at government. Southof the Australian Industry Group, Ms Heather Ridout, who
Australia managed to out-perform the rest of the country iwas quoted iiThe Advertiser yesterday as urging the federal
key areas and maintain budget surpluses without massi@overnment to lift its ‘pathetic’ performance on work and
taxation increases. The Labor Party has no plan for its owfamily issues.

future, let alone for that of South Australia. The Hon. T.G. Cameron interjecting:
The PRESIDENT: Order!
WOMEN'’'S SUFFRAGE The Hon. G.E. GAGO: The federal government has also

decreased funding per child care place and it has tried to

The Hon. G.E. GAGO: Now for something sensible and abolish the sex discrimination commissioner. It has also
interesting. | would like to talk about the centenary ofoverseen an industrial environment where women are
women'’s suffrage which was celebrated on 16 December—increasingly under-employed and unwillingly placed in casual
The Hon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER: |rise on a point labour. Such is its commitment to the agenda for women in

of order. That is an opinion, sir. Australia, so it is little wonder that its commitment to
The PRESIDENT: You are allowed to have an opinion celebrating the centenary of women’s suffrage, even though
in matters of interest. it had 100 years’ notice of the event, was such that it was

The Hon. G.E. GAGO: Thank you for your protection. unable to deliver the commemorative monument on time.
One hundred years ago, on that date, most Australian womeéfthat a disgrace! What an embarrassment to the country!
voted for the first time in a federal election and were able td/Vhat an insult to women!
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The Australian government will celebrate the centenanown life ends tragically and unexpectedly. The fact that organ
of women'’s suffrage by minting for general circulation aand tissue donation occurs is a measure of the compassion
commemorative $1 coin. It will also build a permanentand generosity of individual Australians, so it is heartening
artwork in the form of a fountain located in Canberra. Onethat this compassion is more broadly reflected in the strong
cannot help but feel these to be fairly tokenistic efforts. It issupport for the concept of organ donation in our community.
important that Australia celebrates and honours the suffrd-believe this support reflects well on Australia as a caring
gettes. It is also time for our federal government to takesociety and also reflects an impressive goodwill in the
seriously the role that women play within our communities,community to raise the rate of organ and tissue donations
support them in their invaluable contribution in their roles asfrom the very low level we are currently experiencing.
workers, mothers, carers and volunteers, and facilitate public Unfortunately, there are many thousands of Australians
policy that supports the integration of work, family, commun-who are on waiting lists for an organ transplant, some of

ity and democracy. whom will die without a suitable donor being found. There
are clearly enormous benefits to be realised in terms of saving
ORGAN DONATION AWARENESS WEEK life and restoring quality of life if we can raise the organ and

) tissue donation rate. At the same time, | firmly believe that

The Hon. J.F. STEFANLI: Today | wish to speak about we have a responsibility to look behind this simple statistical
Organ Donation Awareness Week, which was commemorategquirement and examine whether current processes are in
last Sunday at the Gift of Life Garden, Flag Plaza, Port Roadine with community expectations and reflect our values as
Hindmarsh by the Minister for Health, the Hon. Lea SteVen%_ decent Society through appropriate respect for everyone
MP. The Gift of Life Garden was Originally dedicated on involved in the donation process.
25 February 2001 by Sir Eric Neal, then governor of South  The gecision to donate is the key that unlocks life itself for
Australia, and launched by the Hon. Dean Brown MP, thghe people who need a transplant, yet this is an intensely
former minister for human services. | was privileged to bepersonal decision for the potential donor and their family. If
!nvplved |n.establlsh|ng the GIfF of Life Garden and to be e are a caring society, rather than focusing on improving
invited again to attend the special annual ceremony. ~ donor statistics as an end in itself, we will support the

Each year in February at the commencement of Australiagecision made by potential donors and their families in a way
Organ Donation Awareness Week, donor families gather ghat accords everyone involved the dignity and compassion
the Gift of Life Garden to plant a rose bush in a speciakhey deserve, irrespective of whether their decision is for
garden area marked with a plaque, which has been dedicatggnation or against donation. We have a duty of care to
as an expression of gratitude and to pay tribute to the manynsure that potential donors and families receive respect,
organ donors and their families for making a new life sypport and high quality information and advice so they can
possible. So far, five new rose bushes have been planted ke a well-informed decision. It is my belief that our
the Gift of Life Garden. All rose bushes are growing vigo- community has firm views concerning the importance of

rously and symbolically represent the gift of a new life thatconsent in the treatment of human organs and tissues.
has been made possible through the transplantation of organs Time expired.

and tissues generously donated by many organ donors and
their families who made a life-giving decision at a time of  GRAHAM ‘POLLY’ FARMER FOUNDATION
great personal loss.

Since the inauguration of the Gift of Life Garden, many The Hon. IAN GILFILLAN: | wish to talk about the
donor families and recipients have attended this annuabraham ‘Polly’ Farmer Foundation and indicate that it is my
ceremony to share with each other in a most dignified andarnest wish that we get an enterprise under the Graham
sensitive manner their personal experience about the mofolly’ Farmer Foundation instituted at Port Augusta. The
precious gift in the world which someone could give andfoundation is a not-for-profit organisation that works in
which someone has received. When speaking to many donpartnership with community and industry organisations to
families, | know that they still experience great pain and deessist indigenous students to reach their potential. It was
emotions at the loss of their loved ones. | also know thafounded in 1995 by a group of people who were inspired by
many of them find personal comfort in the knowledge that th&Graham Farmer’s vision to improve opportunities for young
extraordinary gift from their beloved family members hasAustralians. They included prominent Australians from
given a new chance of life to many others. indigenous and non-indigenous backgrounds such as the Hon.

Over the past few years | have been fortunate to attendfared Chaney AO, indigenous educator Mary O’Brien, and
number of national forums on organ and tissue donation, anfrmer High Court judge Sir Ronald Wilson.
each time | attended these forums | became much more aware Current office bearers are Graham (‘Polly’) Farmer, one
of the importance of organ and tissue donation and thef Australia’s finest footballers, who played 392 league
funding and technical difficulties faced by the expertgames between 1952 and 1971 and is the foundation’s patron.
transplant teams who work in our major hospitals throughoufAs | am sure all honourable members know, he is an
Australia. Among topics considered at the third nationalAborigine. The foundation’s President is former High Court
forum was a possible expansion of the donor pool by the us@idge, the Hon. John Toohey AC. Previous federal
of marginal donors. The keynote speaker was Dr Lawrencgovernment Aboriginal affairs minister Fred Chaney is the
Hunsicker, a specialist physician and surgeon from the USApundation’s Deputy President. The Executive Officer and
who discussed the equitable and accountable distribution dfreasurer, John Cunningham, has overseen the development
available donated organs. of the foundation since 1995 and has had more than 30 years

As we all know, organ and tissue donation is one of theof senior experience in the mining industry and working with
great gifts that we can make as human beings. This is eithéndigenous people.
the gift of continued life or the gift of regained quality of life, The foundation has a track record of successful projects
usually made to a complete stranger and when the donor&nd has already assisted in the establishment of partnerships
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between private companies, government organisations aricbm professionals while creating public art works for real
Aboriginal communities in several projects in Westernclients. The project runs for four weeks in January each year.
Australia (and this is a key ingredient of these programs)One week is spent designing, then three weeks are spent in
Port Augusta would be the exciting first such project forproduction. The participants use a variety of mediums and
South Australia. The first project in WA, the Karratha- develop skills in working to a brief and consulting with
Roebourne project, is considered to be a resounding succestients to create commissioned public art works. In the last
with indigenous students graduating from secondary scho@ight years, over 200 young South Australian artists have
and progressing to university, TAFE studies or the work forcdeen involved and benefited from this unique program. Art
in unprecedented numbers. The other more recently estatvorks created include murals, public benches, mosaic pavers,
lished projects are also progressing successfully. banners and much more. There is a 24-piece mural mosaic

I will give some detail of the first program. Before the ticket box at the Salisbury interchange, a 4.5 square metre
project started, only three indigenous students had graduatetpbsaic ground cover in the City of Unley, two benches
from Karratha senior high school. No indigenous student ircreated as a memorial at the Salisbury interchange, the
the area had entered university. Employment of indigenougainted Glenelg tram and a mural series at Noarlunga train
people in apprenticeships and traineeships in private entegtation.
prise was negligible, and the statistic state-wide was that only Two weeks ago, | was delighted to attend the launch by
4 per cent of indigenous students reached year 12. Thée Hon. John Hill of City Sites 2004 in the city and also the
absentee rate of indigenous students was four times high&unch of the mural at the train station at Noarlunga a few
than for non-indigenous students. By December last year, @fays later. | was stunned by the wonderful mural, which has
the 83 students who had been involved in the project sinceaptured the energy and passion of the young people of the
1997, eight students had achieved a score high enough feputhern suburbs. | met with some of the artists and partici-
direct university entrance and embarked on universityants, who told me about their participation and the benefits
courses, 18 students had entered into traineeships ahdth personally and professionally of being involved with
apprenticeships, one had entered full-time employment anitheir peers and mentors in designing and producing creative
one had entered a full-time TAFE course. public pieces of art as engaged by various agencies. The work

I will not go through all the details but it is certainly a is of a highly professional standard, and South Australia is
record of resounding success. They have been awardéertunate to have such gifted, artistic young people.
engineering scholarships and centenary of federation Indeed,the most significant thing | learnt during that visit
scholarships; and, as they say, the flow-on effect is eviden$ that, where these young artists paint murals and other
with other students in the area showing increased commipublic art, graffiti no longer appears. Indeed, it might be that
ments to education. The commonwealth Minister forthe cheapest way to get rid of graffiti in this state would be
Education, Training and Youth Affairs said in 2000 that thisto significantly increase funding to Carclew to enable this
is ‘The most successful indigenous educational model | haverogram to be extended so that we can see our young
seen. people’s skills and abilities appear on all sorts of public

It is with enthusiasm that | inform the council that, from infrastructure such as railway stations and the like.
discussions with the community in Port Augusta, there is The Hon. lan Gilfillan: Have you only just discovered
quite clearly tangible support by the people who are involvedhat?
there, but it is quite exciting for me (and of great significance, The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: No, | have known that for
| am sure, to members in this place) that the minister, théome time, but not all members are as enlightened as the Hon.
Hon. Terry Roberts, and his adviser, Richard Mills, havelan Gilfillan (who, at his age, occasionally forgets things as
visited this particular project, and | do not think | misquotewell). In any event, | congratulate the minister on saying on
them in saying they are both avid supporters of it and havéhat occasion that he would encourage all other government
involved other ministers, in particular, the Minister for agencies to sponsor young people in relation to public art
Education and the Minister for Further Education. appearing on public infrastructure.

There is momentum in the government, and | believe that Just as importantly, | also commend the councils and
it is important that we get community support for it. This mayinstitutions which have the foresight to commission public art
well be the first of many such projects started in SoutHvorks by young artists as well as their key strategic part-
Australia. | have approached many of the commercianers—the Office of Public Transport and the Adelaide City
ventures (mining companies) in the area, and had have h&gpuncil. | applaud the good work that continues to come
very strong interest. The next step will be support. | do nofrom the South Australian Youth Arts Board and, in particu-
believe that support will be really firmed up until the lar, the Carclew Arts Centre and its director Jessica Machin.
government has made a commitment, but | am pleased to fe&pgether they provide so many great programs for the young

the support that we have from the minister and his staff an@eople of South Australia—Come Out 2003, Patch Theatre,
am confident that we will have a Polly Farmer foundationOff the Couch, Music Viva in schools, and Active8 are just

project started in Port Augusta soon. some that come to mind. Indeed, in my view, they come into
contact with as many people in the community as just about
CITY SITES PROGRAM every other artistic endeavour that this government and

previous governments have sponsored. There are programs

The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: Today | would like to speak throughout regional South Australia to encourage young
about a wonderful South Australian program for young artistpeople to be creative and develop life skills through the arts.
known as City Sites, which is just one of the great programs The Youth Arts Board grants program also provides
driven by the South Australian Youth Arts Board andfunding for a variety of arts activities for the young, and last
Carclew Youth Arts Centre. City Sites is a public artfinancial year $110 000 was given to assist young artists
employment and training program providing young artistsaround the state. Indeed, | would not use just the word
aged between 17 and 26 years with training and mentoringiven’: | suggest the term ‘invested in young people’ is more
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appropriate. Our reputation as a breeding ground for new large chunk of an innocent person’s life in the name of
artists continues. We have some extraordinarily talentedetting results is as big a crime as the original crime itself.
young artists in this state, and a fine youth arts organisatiowith DNA testing all people have a chance to prove their
in Carclew that supports them. | congratulate all those peoplienocence or be shown their guilt, but only if the system is
who have been involved in that magnificent program andpplied in a scientific manner, the testing provided in an
look forward to further opportunities to observe their talent.objective way and the system geared to proving the truth
rather than gaining a conviction.
DNA TESTING We all know that we have a law and order loving govern-
] ment. It does not need to ‘sex up’ DNA testing. | would much
~ The Hon. T.G. CAMERON: | rise to speak about the rather see it used as a practical example of commitment to the
issue of DNA testing. When applied in a non-political, ideals of justice, truth, fairness and integrity in the criminal
ObjeCtiVe, ethical and scientific manner, DNA testing iSjustice system. We must admit that our criminal justice
perhaps the greatest tool we have in determining the guilt aystem is fallible and uses DNA testing to make it more
innocence of criminal suspects. However, when the tool igertain, but this will happen only if DNA testing is widely
misapplied because of junk science, false and misleadingyailable to both the accused and convicted alike, and only
testimony, denial of access and undue pressure to gainjfthe focus on that testing is finding the truth and achieving

conviction, then the technology can lead to a denial of justicgystice—how ever inconvenient or unpopular that may be.
DNA testing has been used to exonerate people wrongful-

ly convicted, as well as catch out some of the most heinous
criminals of our day. It has also been misused to gain
improper convictions and deny justice and a fair go to those
wrongly convicted. While DNA tests may be scientifically

accurate, the way in which they are applied and tried in court LEGISLATIVE REVIEW COMMITTEE:

may not be so objective. Indeed, denial of access to DNA CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES ACT
testing itself to prove innocence can mean a continuation of
wrongful imprisonment. The Hon. J. GAZZOLA: | move:

From July 1973 to July 2003, 131 people in the United That the report of the committee on regulations under the
States have had their convictions overturned, thanks to posgontrolled Substances Act 1984 be noted.
conviction DNA testing, including people on death row. ForFirst, | wish to advise that | was not a member of the
example, Marvin Anderson was convicted of rape andcommittee and, therefore, did not hear the evidence. How-
sentenced to 200 years’ imprisonment in 1983. He wasver, once appointed to the Legislative Review Committee
released on lifetime parole in 1998. In 1988 another persohfamiliarised myself with the evidence and the discussions
confessed to the crime of which Marvin Anderson wastaking place. The Controlled Substances (Expiation of Simple
convicted, but the judge refused to overturn the convictionCannabis Offences) Regulations 2002 came into effect on 1
Anderson sought DNA testing and was frustrated by the stat8eptember 2002 and specified a one plant limit under the
at almost every turn. He was told that DNA samples collectedannabis expiation notice (CEN) scheme. The committee
from the victim were destroyed. Some were later found andalled the following witnesses to assist with its inquiries: Dr
in 2001 his innocence was proven, as the DNA just did noKevin Bucket, Chairman of the Controlled Substances
match. However, the DNA did match for the person whoAdvisory Council, Department of Human Services, on 10
confessed to the crime back in 1988. Scientific advances ibuly 2002; and Chief Superintendent Denis Edmonds, a
DNA testing that could have proven Anderson’s innocencenember of the advisory council on 23 October 2002.
were denied to him. Mr Edmonds provided additional information to the commit-

We have a principle in the common law that justice mustee on 22 and 28 October 2002. The committee also asked the
not only be done but it must be seen to be done; and how caMinister for Health to provide minutes of the meeting of the
justice be seen to be done if the state is seen to be coverifigpntrolled Substances Advisory Council, which was held on
up its own mistakes? But closer to home the politics of DNA19 September 2001, and details of submissions that had been
testing have led also to wrongful convictions. This has beemade to it in relation to the plant limit. It also invited Hemp
blamed on gung-ho prosecutors succumbing to the politics &BA Incorporated to make a submission, which was provided
prosecution, for example, in the convictions of Frank Buttonon 20 August 2002.
and Mark Retton in Queensland. Selective testing, false and The committee produced both majority and minority
misleading testimony and junk science were applied in theseeports on these regulations. The majority comprised the Hon.
cases. DNA testing changed from an objective fact findingAngus Redford MLC, Dorothy Kotz MP, Mrs Robyn
matter to a tool of prosecutorial politics. The concept of theGeraghty and me. The majority found that the regulations
‘whole truth’ went out the courtroom window. conform with the committee’s principles of scrutiny. The

What these cases show is that, while the focus of the Rargxecutive summary states:
government on DNA management may be on the populist The majority of the committee found that the Controlled
idea of catching and punishing criminals, there is a higheBubstances (Expiation of Simple Cannabis Offences) Regulations
principle at stake and the government is walking down a verjhorgg g'r?n’;?glgge?:g any L?Igrt? principles of scrutiny. It considered
dangerous path. It may be politically Conven',em to have *  whetherthe 7regu|ations are in accord with the general objects of
‘lock them up and throw away the key’ mentality, butifthat  the enabling legislation;
is the case then we must also have the most thorough, whether the regulations are in accord with the intent of the

rigorous and up-to-date tools for proving guilt and showing legislation under which they are made and do not have unfore-
innocence seen consequences; _ o o

: . - whether the regulations contain matter which, in the opinion of

We must always remember that when we are playing the the committee, should properly be dealt with in an act of

justice game we are playing with peoples’ lives. To take away parliament.
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In relation to the first two, the majority found that a one plantlimit ~ Maintenance and enhancement of South Australia’s infrastructure
is not contrary to the general objectives of the Controlled Substances essential if the state is to retain and improve its high quality of
Act 1984, which include helping people to avoid the stigma of alife. . . government continues to have the crucial role of coordinating
criminal conviction for minor cannabis offences and alleviatingand delivering infrastructure for the state.

congestion in the court system. It also found there was no breach cf .
the third principle, as the regulations are an effective mechanism fof '€ Démocrats could not agree more, and thatis why | have

adjusting the plant limit under the cannabis expiation notice (CENYNoved this motion. In the light of these recommendations,
scheme. The majority noted, however, that any further reduction invhere is the blueprint for the development of South Aust-
the plant limit should be most appropriately implemented by an actg|ig’s infrastructure?
of parliament. The board had an interim report out after just six months,
It noted evidence from the Controlled Substances Advisoryet a search of the public record shows that, eight months
Council that one plant would produce 500 grams of driechfter he was appointed, there was not even a statement from
cannabis, which is enough for a daily user over a 12-montkhe Minister for Infrastructure on his role or that of the Office
period. Consequently, private users could expiate the offenasf Infrastructure. Indeed, Patrick Conlon has issued just one
under the CEN scheme to avoid criminal prosecution. Thisnedia release as the Minister for Infrastructure. That dealt
is consistent with the scheme’s objectives. The majority notediith the setting up of the so-called private-public partnership
that the CEN scheme strikes a balance between protecting thgconstruct a number of courthouses and police stations in
community from the harmful effects of cannabis and enablingegional South Australia. So, ironically, the one public
offenders to avoid criminal prosecution. It also noted theannouncement from the Minister for Infrastructure is a breach
importance of community education. Currently, there is aof the ALP’s electoral pledge to end privatisation. Further,
misconception that cultivation or possession within the limitsa search of the Office of Infrastructure’s web site turns up a
of the CEN scheme is legal. In fact, it is illegal, although asmall collection of releases and a statement on the gas crisis
fine would apply in the first instance. and nothing else—no publications, no plan, no blueprint, no
The majority recommended that no action should be takeframework for development.
on the regulations. It also recommended that any further The Hon. R.I. Lucas: He is lucky he had a gas crisis.
reduction of the cannabis plant limit under the CEN scheme The Hon. SANDRA KANCK: | guess that is one way of
should be undertaken by an amendment to an act of parlidgeoking at the gas crisis. The Hon. Mr Lucas said he was
ment. | commend the report to the council. Finally, | thanklucky that we had a gas crisis because it gave him the
the members of the committee for their diligence andopportunity to put out his one media release. The Rann
cooperation, even though there are majority and minoritgjovernment does have a history of creating spurious minis-
reports. | especially wish to thank the staff of the committeetries to reap an electoral advantage: | mean, we have a
including the secretary, Mr Peter Blencoe, and the researd¥linister for the Southern Suburbs; and | wonder why. It is
officer, Mr George Kosmas, for their work on the report.  due to the fact that before the 1997 election the ALP were in
the electoral wilderness south of Darlington and they
The Hon. IAN GILFILLAN secured the adjournment of desperately needed to reclaim some of those southern

the debate. metropolitan seats if they were to return to government, hence
the pledge to create a minister for the southern suburbs.
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT However, the new portfolio and Office of Infrastructure
cannot and must not be electoral window-dressing. The
The Hon. SANDRA KANCK: | move: Economic Development Board is correct; that is, the task of

That this council notes the failure of the Minister for Infrastruc- 9€tting our infrastructure base right is vital for the economic
ture to develop and implement a strategic plan for the maintenanderosperity of this state: it is the bedrock on which that
and enhancement of South Australia’s infrastructure as outlined bgrosperity will be built.
the Economic Development Board in its report, °A Framework for Energy is the perfect case in point. The board notes energy
the Economic Development of South Australia infrastructure is an important issue confronting the state.
This motion asks this council to consider the performance ofhere is no doubt about this, but the Rann government has
the Minister for Infrastructure in developing South Aust-done little on this front, despite presiding over surging
ralia’s infrastructure base. Since being appointed, with greatomestic prices on electricity. It has largely pinned its hopes
rhetorical flourish, in May of last year, the minister has beeron an increase in competition in the electricity retail sector
missing in action. When the Premier made the appointmerngs a means of reducing prices. That is a laughable position for
he said that the new portfolio would be dedicated to changing social democratic government with a privatised electricity
the ad hoc approach to development of infrastructure in Soutindustry and the most expensive electricity of all mainland
Australia, and to facilitate this outcome a ‘powerful’ new Australian states. The whole system must be reviewed. The
Office of Infrastructure would be created. The creation of ameed for extra competition in generation should be at the top
office of infrastructure was one of they key recommendationgf the state government’s energy infrastructure plan, if it had
of the Economic Development Board's report, ‘A Frameworkone, yet the little new capacity coming into South Australia
for the Economic Development of South Australia’. is either via a regulated interconnector and expensive, or wind

Upon its unexpected assumption to office, the Ranrpower and not always producing the power when we need it
government moved quickly to establish the Economiomost. After two years as energy minister and eight months as
Development Board. Robert Champion De Crespigny waihfrastructure minister, Patrick Conlon still has put no plan
appointed as chair of the board on 22 March 2002; by Apribn the public record.
the full board was announced; and in November of that year The board also identified water as a critical infrastructure
an interim report was released. In May 2003, the boardssue. Again, | concur. River Murray salinity, drinking water
released its economic blueprint for the future. The boardor Adelaide, continued and growing problems with storm-
devoted an entire chapter of the report to the issue of Southater run-off and an ageing network of pipes which regularly
Australia’s infrastructure base. It said: burst are difficult issues in need of detailed consideration and
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a plan, yet we have heard nothing from the Minister forthe GST. It adds that, in an industry where unit costs decrease
Infrastructure. Indeed, aside from the River Murray levysignificantly with scale, the tax level inhibits growth and
(which the Democrats have supported), the state governherefore directly limits the number of wine producers able
ment’s main contribution in this area has been the release ¢ achieve more efficient scales of operation.
the waterproofing strategy, which has canvassed amongst the
more interesting suggestions nonsense such as towing
icebergs from Antarctica, and it is still at least 12 months;,
from finalisation.

The problems plaguing our transport system are anoth
case in point: growing road congestion, run-down publi

As to be expected, the federation believes it is indicative
the lack of support offered by governments to the wine
dustry. In relation to the proposed quantity of the 600 000
litre exemption, the kit explains that 600 000 litres of
“lomestic sales represents a wine grape crush of approximate-
Gy 1 000 tonnes. | understand this level is widely accepted as

terminal are buta few of the issues qonfron'ging our transpokk, ¢ exemption on the first 600 000 litres will allow nearly all
system. A draft transport plan was issued in May last year,

. . ’ t Y€algmall and medium wineries to trade without the impost of
we still do not have the final version. What does the Ministefy g1 \hile preserving the overwhelming majority of the
for Infrastructure think of yhat draft transport plan? Whatgovernment’s WET revenue.
components of the plan interlock with his infrastructure . .
blueprint? How will it connect with urban development? As | know that some people have questioned the issue of
a senior minister in the Rann government and the Minister fopniformity in relation to WET. The federation points out that
Infrastructure, Patrick Conlon has to be the one to draWhe benefits to major producers are extremely negligible and
together the various ideas emanating from governmeripat it is the very best way of avoiding the creation of a
departments into a coherent whole. That is the task thBoverty trap that discourages growth if the exemption were
Economic Development Board has set for him and that i®rovided only to wineries of a limited size. The underlying
what he should deliver to the people of South Australia. theme throughout this resource kit is that of growing regional

| acknowledge that a number of substantial infrastructuré\ustralia. So it serves to remind us that all wineries, regard-
projects have been finalised or advanced under the Ran@ss of size, are facing declining profitability: wineries that
government: the Adelaide to Darwin railway, the SEAGasre substantial contributors to regional Australia.
pipeline and the redevelopment of Adelaide Airport, butthese As well, all components of the industry support this
projects predate the Rann government’s coming to power. l{Solicy. The federation rightly points out that the larger
own list of infrastructure projects from last year's stateproducers recognise that small wineries are critical to
budget are decidedly modest and most of them have nehaintaining the diversity, quality and innovation instrumental
shown anything. to the industry’s success. It is worth quoting what my federal
The Hon. J.SL. Dawkins interjecting: colleague the member for Kingston said in 2002 in speaking
The Hon. SANDRA KANCK: That is very likely the to legislation before the federal parliament. He said:
case. | suspect the dead hand of Treasury is at play here. The

) - : After extensive consultation with the industry in all states Labor’s
Treasurer's search for a AAA credit rating must not bewine tax committee found that there were two wine industries: small

allowed to stymie prudent investment in this state’s infra-yineries with high cost structures and no economies of scale in either
structure. In that belief, | have the support of the Economigroduction or marketing; and, large wineries with very low cost
Development Board. In five weeks’ time, South Australia will structures and huge market power. The small wineries have been
revisit last year's economic growth summit one year on. Théesponsible for the resurgence of many country towns, regional areas

- : - ._and the imagine of the industry. The large wineries have led
Minister for Infrastructure will have to get his act together in psralia’s massive growth in wine exports. Each is dependent on
the next five weeks, otherwise he will have to resort tathe other. A wine tax that favours one group over the other would not
pulling rabbits out of the hat. The rabbits of South Australiabenefit the industry as a whole.

have been forewarned. This state government has already stated its commitment to

The Hon. R.K. SNEATH secured the adjournment of the this WET exemption. The other major wine producing states

debate. have similarly committed. | know | am joined by all honour-
able members in applauding that commitment and they will
WINE EQUALISATION TAX support this motion.
Adjourned debate on motion of Hon. Carmel Zollo: The Hon. R.I. LUCAS secured the adjournment of the

That this council notes the difficult financial situation facing debate.

many small wineries and calls on the Howard Government to adopt

federal Labor Party policy to replace the current state and federal

rebates for cellar door and mail order sales with a wine equalisation MAGISTRATES COURT

tax (WET) exemption for all wineries set at an appropriate threshold,

expressed in litres, for domestic sales. Order of the Day: Private Business, No. 9: Hon. J.M.
(Continued from 18 February. Page 1006.) Gazzola to move:

The Hon. CARMEL ZOLLO: When | last spoke on this T_h?t tthe CRulttesA otf 1ggilrt—Magistratel’s CClli_ourt—unélier tht;8
motion | mentioned that the Winemakers Federation of Souti{ 52 %505 and laic on the tabie of this council on 14 October
Australia had prepared an excellent kit seeking support t9003, be disallowed.
secure a sustainable future for the wine industry. In relation
to high tax inhibiting growth, the federation points out that  The Hon. J. GAZZOLA: | move:
wine sales face higher taxes in Australia than in any other
major wine producing country, with more than $1 billion in

tax collected through the combined effects of the WET and Motion carried.

That this order of the day be discharged.
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VICTIMS OF CRIME (STATUTORY A time limit of two years is comparable to the time limit
COMPENSATION FOR VICTIMS OF CERTAIN which currently exists in the act.
SEXUAL OFFENCES) AMENDMENT BILL The bill does not state whether a subsequent application
for compensation is to be made to the court or to the Crown
Adjourned debate on second reading. Solicitor. Section 18 of the Victims of Crime Act provides
(Continued from 22 October. Page 435.) that an application for compensation is to be made in the first

instance to the Crown Solicitor. The bill is not clear and |

The Hon. A.L. EVANS: Family First supports this bill. pelieve this needs to be addressed during the committee stage.
As the Hon. Robert Lawson pointed out in introducing it, this| have additional concerns about the three-month time frame
bill arises directly as a result of the bill introduced by Family within which to lodge an application after an unsatisfactory
First concerning the removal of the 1982 bar for the pl’OSGCL}‘esponse from the Attomey-GeneraL If an app|ication is to
tion of certain sexual offences. The bill concerns thOSEbe made to the courts, victims will need to assess their
victims of certain sexual offences who were prevented fronghances of success before making such an application which
making a complaint by virtue of the 1982 bar but whosewould involve obtaining legal advice. Instructions would
rights have since been recognised by the passing of thgeed to be given to a solicitor and he or she would need time
Criminal Law Consolidation (Abolition of Time Limit for to formulate the claim.
The bill dealt with the issue of criminal prosecution of the ot hear of the change to the law until it is too late. Given the
Offender. The b|" Currently befOI’e us dea|S Wlth the ISSUG Ogeriousness Of What they have been through, every person
who would otherwise not have a right to make an applicationeamily First has spoken to victim support services and
for compensation will now have that right, provided the zgyocates of survivors of child abuse. They agree that a time
offence. ] . ) ] further six months for an application to the courts is entirely

A ‘relevant sexual offence’ is defined in the bill to mean necessary. | intend to move these amendments during the
an offence where an immunity from prosecution for offencegommittee stage, and | believe they will address my concerns.
existed immediately before the commencement of sectiopamily First congratulates the Liberal Party for introducing

72A of the Criminal Law Consolidation Act 1935, becausethe measures, which are another step towards honouring these
of the passage of time since its commission, but the immunityictims.

was abolished by that section. The Victims of Crime Act only

applies to offences committed since 1 July 1978, so in real The Hon. NICK XENOPHON secured the adjournment
terms this bill provides for the right for compensation for of the debate.

victims of sexual offences committed between 1 July 1978

and 1 December 1982. These types of offences are placed in LOCHIEL PARK

a special class with regard to the subject of requirements that

differ from those set out under the Victims of Crime Act.  Adjourned debate on motion of Hon. Carmel Zollo:
Those requirements relate to time frames for making an That the Legislative Council congratulates the government on
application and burden of proof. retaining 100 per cent of the open space at Lochiel Park.

The bill states that a victim must make an application tq, hi<h the Hon. T.G. Cameron had moved to amend by

the Attorney-General for compensation within six monthSieqying out all words after ‘Council’ and inserting the words:
after the commencement of the bill. The bill also provides )
ommends SPACE, Mr Joe Scalzi, member for Hartley, and the

that, if the person is not satisfie.d W!th the Attorney-G(?neral’{'ons Nick Xenophon, Andrew Evans and Sandra Kanck, MLCs for
response, they can make application for compensation thregeir contribution in maintaining pressure on the government to
months after being notified of the Attorney-General'shonour its pre-election promise to retain 100 per cent of Lochiel Park
response. Presumably, this would not only be the case if thegnd that it congratulates the government for honouring 70 per cent
were dissatisfied because of a negative response from tR&that promise.
Attorney-General but would also include dissatisfaction with  (Continued from 3 December. Page 845.)
the amount proposed by the Attorney-General. Under Clause
5 of the bill, the burden of proof for a victim to establish that  The Hon. SANDRA KANCK: | will be supporting this
a relevant sexual offence has been committed is on theotion in its amended form, although | feel that | have been
balance of probability and not beyond reasonable doubt. dver-complimented in the amendment. My role and that of
agree with the Hon. Robert Lawson that the reduced burdettie Democrats has not been as significant as the Hon. Nick
of proof is necessary. Successful prosecutions are less likeenophon's, for instance. During the state election, the
given the substantial passage of time since the commissiddemocrats came out strongly in support of all of the open
of the offence. space at Lochiel Park. | asked the odd question in parliament,
I have concerns about the time frames proposed in the bilbnce we had a Labor government in office, in order to put on
| believe that six months is too short a time frame for a victimthe pressure to make it keep that promise. | attended a rally.
to make application to the Attorney-General, and | will | made the odd speech and, in fact, | supported the bill that
propose an amendment during the committee stage which wiihe Hon. Nick Xenophon moved last year.
extend the time limit to two years. Under the current act, The reality is that the members of SPACE who led the
victims have a time limit of three years to bring a claim for protest should be given the congratulations. They took this
compensation from the time of the commission of theand, like a terrier, they shook it around and they just did not
offence. Given the particular nature of these offences, give it up. | think that the government should be acknow-
believe it is entirely reasonable that victims be given dedged for having finally got around to keeping its promise,
significant amount of time within which to make application. but it had to be dragged kicking and screaming to keep it. For
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that reason | am not happy to support the motion in itthe names of the people SPACE wishes to congratulate,
original form because it is so self-congratulatory. As far asstating:

I am concerned, if the members of SPACE had not main- sincere thanks to the following who have generously given their
tained that pressure, we would now find that that land woulédvice and support throughout this last year:

all be carved up. The government kept a promise simplyrhe |ist is: Hon. Nick Xenophon; Hon. Bob Such; Hon.
because of the pressure that was maintained from outside thigdrew Evans; Hon. Sandra Kanck: Mr Joe Scalzi, member
parliament. | acknowledge all of those people—those MP$or Hartley; councillor Steve Liapis; National Trust of South
and the members of SPACE—for the work that they did; andhystralia; Conservation Council of South Australia; Lynette
I also acknowledge the government for finally getting it right. Crocker, Chairperson, Kaurna Native Title Management
However, as | say, | do not believe that it would have donecommittee; Mr Kieran Brewer, South Australian Indigenous
so without that pressure. Flora; Campbelltown Landcare; Campbelltown Residents and
Ratepayers Association; Tree Watch Group; Urban Forest

The Hon. J.M.A. LENSINK: I rise to indicate support gjodiversity Program; Mr Peter Bennett, a horticultural
for the motion as amended by the Hon. Terry Cameron. Thgcqogist; Save our Adelaide Suburbs; Dr Jennifer Gardner

Libgral Party is.not supportive of the origina] motion as Wegom the Waite Arboretum; Mr Frank Ugodi, arborist; and
believe that it misrepresents the facts. | highlight the relevant iends of the Heysen Trail.
words of the Hon. Carmel Zollo's motion which congratu- | yste in that rather comprehensive list that there is no

lates the government on retaining 100 per cent of the opeRention of Mr Quentin Black, the Labor candidate for
space at Lochiel Park. | state some of the facts for the recorgb

- artley at the last election, or any member of the current
which may have been already put on the record but are worthy, erament. Without wishing to be political, | note that the

repeating. On 8 February 2002, on the eve of the statE;pqr party put up Mr Quentin Black twice to stand for
election, Mike Rann made the following promise 10 thearijey against Joe Scalzi and he was unsuccessful. Mr Black
community: _ ~ was thrust upon the local community in this process by the
We intend to save 100 per cent of Lochiel Park for community| abor Party during the election but unfortunately it did not
facilities and open space, not a private housing development.  rq4ce the outcome it hoped for. I would like to read for the
On 9 September 2003, a press release issued by the Ministeicord the relevant section about this from Mike Rann’s email
for Infrastructure stated, ‘The total Lochiel Park site isof 8 February 2002:
15 hectares and 70 per cent will be left as open space.” When g entin Black has negotiated with myself and Kevin Foley that,
we look at these two statements and the original motion, thefiea Labor government is elected this Saturday, we will place a one-

is a clear discrepancyhe Advertiser of 10 September 2003 year moratorium over the Land Management Corporation’s plan to
reported: develop Lochiel Park, immediately halting housing development. In
) ) ) ) . that time, Mr Black will chair a thorough community consultation

Most of Lochiel Park, prime land next to the River Torrens, will process with local residents, community groups, council and key
be saved as open space but part of it will be carved up as housingtakeholders to decide how the space can best be preserved and used
Infrastructure minister Patrick Conlon said yesterday 70 per cent ofor the benefit of everyone in the community. We intend to save
the 15-hectare site would remain open space. 100 per cent of Lochiel Park for community facilities and open
The site is 15 hectares and 4.5 hectares is to be developed5<9§C§S?er&°tM? Bﬂg‘c’ﬁtvevilr‘vc\’lgfl'(r:,%itgi‘)’ce;‘l’gme%“; %Sce”l%rkﬁgﬁﬁ?t'faﬁ%"e
housing. The opposition congratulates the persons namedE b . pensp

) orting groups to plan how 100 per cent of Lochiel Park can be
the Hon. Terry Cameron’s amendment who have taken gyvitalised so that the whole community can benefit.

strong stand on preserving this valuable piece of Open spagqe, iy there were expectations that Mr Black would be
through various means, including continually raising the issug|scted and assist the Labor Party into government.

in this place in order to keep the government to its 100 per In his second reading speech of 19 February 2003, the

cent pre-election commitment. Hon. Nick Xenophon said that the position of the Labor Party
The member for Hartley (Mr Joe Scalzi) raised Lochiel, ¢ set out very clearly by Mr Black, and Mr Xenophon then
Park in parliament no less than 13 times in an 18-monthaterred to that 8 February 2002 statement by Mike Rann as
period. The Hon. Andrew Evans has asked questions of tr}%presenting Labor's position. He went on to say"
government several times. The Hon. Nick Xenophon and the In terms of the subsequent history of this, the member for Hartley
Hon. ,Sandra Kanck co-spor!sqred the Local Gover_nr,neQR/lrScalzi) was re-elected, and all credit to Mr Scalzi, but a Labor
(Lochiel Park) Amendment Bill in the interests of retaining government was elected. It is my view that this was a very clear
the area as a public park. | understand that the member fpromise. It was not conditional upon Mr Black being elected to the
Hartley had similar intentions focusing on community andseat of Hartley. . .
sporting clubs. All of the above attended the rally and werd would say that it does not take a rocket scientist to see what
readily accessible and prepared to listen to what people in theas happened here. The ALP has cynically used the issue to
community had to say on the issue. advantage its candidate and, once he was unsuccessful, it was
I have a copy of a document devoted to the retention oprepared to revise its position. It reminds me of the title of an
Lochiel Park produced by Supporters Protecting Areas oihfamous book by a Labor Party identity, Senator Graham
Community Environment (SPACE), dated November 2002Richardson—Whatever it Takes. Lochiel Park is just one
SPACE are the community campaigners who lobbiecexample, along with the government's failure to act on
parliamentarians, and the main protagonists are Margaretectricity prices and land taxes—I could go on but | will
Sewell and June Jenkins. Anyone who has been associatedt—that Labor is prepared to say anything and do anything
with this issue would know these two ladies well. | do notto get into office but not act on the concerns of South
know them personally but | have read the media reports anlustralians once they are in power.
Hansard, which attest to their commitment to the cause. | reiterate the comments of the Hon. Mr Cameron in his
These ladies, while not named as individuals, are thassessment of Mr Scalzi as a member of parliament and as
backbone of SPACE and are therefore inherent in thelected representative of the people of Hartley. He is indeed
amendment. The last page of the Lochiel Park booklet lista hardworking MP. | would also add for the record that |
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believe he is a compassionate, honest and very decent maandidate in Hartley. He had two goes at it and lost it
and the way that some members of the government haxamprehensively and would not be endorsed again. But there
sought to undermine him are disgraceful examples of sleiglgeems to be a suggestion that he is sniffing the roses again
of hand, and that is a reference to the door snakes issue lastd might be interested. The Hon. Mr Roberts can take back
year. The original motion is an attempt to play politics at theto his party our welcome mat for Mr Black to come back and
expense of the member for Hartley and it should be rejectedepresent the Labor Party again in Hartley—to take on the
Lion of Hartley on all issues. We only hope that, next time
The Hon. R.I. LUCAS (Leader of the Opposition): | when it comes to debating open space, the statements that
rise briefly to support the amendment and the comments thair Black and his colleagues make in relation to that and
have been made by my colleague the Hon. Ms Lensink. IMr Scalzi’s position bear a closer resemblance to the truth in
doing so, I place on the record my congratulations to th@006 than they did in 2002.
organisation known as SPACE, but in particular | acknow-
ledge the sterling work done by the member for Hartley, The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: To follow along a theme
Mr Giuseppe Scalzi. The ‘Lion of Hartley’ as he has beendeveloped by my leader, | suggest, if you watch what has
dubbed by Labor members in another place has demonstratedppened since the moving of this motion by the Hon.
his capacity to work hard on behalf of his constituents and hi€armel Zollo—that is, the crossbenchers moving amend-
community. He did that in many areas. | know, as a formements that more accurately reflect the factual situation—that
minister for education and then as treasurer for those eiglsome of us on this side are prepared to do anything—and |
years, that the member for Hartley was always a passionateean just about anything—to ensure that the Hon. Carmel
worker for and supporter of causes within his electorate. ThZollo replaces lan Hunter as campaign manager for the Labor
issue of Lochiel Park was just one further example of thatParty at the next election. In an act of pure political genius,
and | want to acknowledge his work. It was a difficult set ofwe would say, she has managed to secure some good
circumstances for the member for Hartley, and he workegublicity for Joe Scalzi, the member for Hartley, and indeed
effectively and magnificently with the local community and achieve support from every sector within this parliament apart
with other members, who have been acknowledged alreadfrom the Labor Party. So, if we on this side can do anything
to achieve some settlement of this issue. to assist the Hon. Carmel Zollo’s career speed up the slippery
The Hon. Ms Lensink highlighted the context of what pole of the ALP hierarchy, we will be only too happy to
occurred during the election campaign for Hartley in 2002assist.
| know that some disgraceful claims and counterclaims were
made about the member for Hartley at that time relating to The Hon. J. GAZZOLA secured the adjournment of the
open space issues. | remember seeing one leaflet put out Bgbate.
Mr Black and the Labor Party which alleged that the govern-
ment and, | think, the local council in some way, because it EQUAL OPPORTUNITY (CARER'’S
got upset about it as well, had put The Gums under threat, RESPONSIBILITIES) AMENDMENT BILL
and | am aware that the Hon. Mr Roberts knows the ) .
Tranmere area quite well. Adjourned debate on second reading.
Again, the Hon. Mr Roberts will know pretty well the area  (Continued from 3 December. Page 865.)
of the Kensington Gardens open space along the Parade, and ]
a scare campaign was mounted by Quentin Black and the The Hon. G.E. GAGO:1am pleased to give the govern-
Labor Party that in some way the member for Hartley, Jodnent response to the carer’'s amendment bill. The effect of
Scalzi, supposedly having wreaked havoc upon Lochiel Parithis bill is to protect carers from both direct and indirect
was going to voraciously embark upon the open space in TH&SCrimination in all the fields of life to which the Equal

Gums and Kensington Gardens and wherever else he could@Pportunity Act applies. It is likely to meet the needs of
The Hon. T.G. Roberts: Saw log or chip? most, if not all, carers for protection from discrimination in

The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: | am not sure. But, certainly, all €mployment, education, access to goods and services, and
sorts of extraordinary claims were made by the candidate fd@ther fields. From the point of view of carers, itis a welcome
Hartley. | conclude by saying that | think the people c)fam_endment to the act. Itis also in keeping with th_e ppllcy on
Hartley have shown eminent good sense in that they hayihich the government was elected—that of reviewing and
looked at the campaign that Mr Black and the Labor Partynodernising the act to include new grounds, including the
conducted during the last two election campaigns, and thground of family and caring responsibilities. _
extraordinary, outrageous claims that were being made about The government's chief concern about this bill is that it
the local member, his party and the government were just n§ts across the pending review of this act. The government
believed by the people in Hartley. is currgntly reviewing thg Equal Opportunity Act. Last year,

The people of Hartley rejected Mr Black comprehensivelyit published for discussion a framework paper setting out
on the second occasion, even more so than on the fir§tany proposals—
occasion (which was an even closer battle, | concede, in Membersinterjecting: .

1997). In 2001-02, people in Hartley again rejected Mr Black. The Hon. G.E. GAGO: Well, you will just have to listen

As the Hon. Miss Lensink said in an understated way, as ifr a change. You might just have to sit there and listen. Last
her fashion, he is a two-time loser. Perhaps she did not uggar the government published for discussion a—

those words, but I will. We ask the Hon. Mr Roberts to take ~ Membersinterjecting:

it back to his party chiefs that Mr Black would be welcomed The ACTING PRESIDENT (Hon. J.S.L. Dawkins):

as a candidate for a third time, as is being rumoured at th@rder!

moment. The Hon. G.E. GAGO: —framework paper, setting out

In the early days, we were told that there was no way irmany proposals for amendment. Among them was the
the world that Quentin Black would be endorsed again as proposal to extend the act to also include discrimination
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against carers. The paper raised for discussion matters such The Hon. G.E. GAGO: One of the points highlighted in
as the scope of relationships to be covered and the inclusi@everal submissions was the need for clarity and certainty
of both direct and indirect discrimination. The period for about what relationships are covered because, after all,
comment on the paper closed on 2 February 2004 and thdscrimination is unlawful and people are entitled to know
government has received more than 1 000 submissionahatthe law is that they must keep. On the other hand, some
About 60 of these came from organisations, includingsubmissions argue that any provision must be sufficiently
representatives of schools, churches, businesses, uniobspad and flexible to meet the realities of caring relationships,
government, the health sector, the charitable sector, anghich are not always based on blood ties, as we know. The
others. In particular, submissions have been received fromill proposes to cover relationships in which one person
groups with a special interest in the status of carers such asibstantially depends on another for care and support. The
the Carers Association, the Carers Ministerial Advisoryterm ‘support’ is not defined but, presumably, the bill refers
Committee, Alzheimer’s Australia, the AIDS Council and, here to help with activities of daily living, that is, practical
of course, many others. support, rather than, say, financial or moral support. Financial
The government had hoped to have the chance to considg¢pport alone should not qualify the person as a carer for this
all submissions before deciding on the form of legislation orPurpose, though, of course, financial support may often be
this topic. The government is concerned that it is disrespecprovided as well. Moral or emotional support is often an
ful to invite submissions and then not to consider them. It igmportant component of the caring relationship, but | wonder
clear that there is a range of views, although clearly thavhether the provision of purely emotional support should
Carers Association, the Carers Ministerial Advisory Commit-suffice to create a caring relationship for the purposes of this
tee, the Equal Opportunity Commissioner, unions and othefll. Perhaps the promoter of this bill may care to comment
support legislation of this kind. It is equally clear that in reply on these particular points.
representatives of the business sector such as Business SA,The person cared for must also be a member of the family
the Australian Farmers Federation, the Motor Trade®rthe household or must be a close acquaintance. One might
Association, SA Wine and Brandy and others see som#ink that the expression is vague—and perhaps even that is
difficulties with it. For instance, they are anxious about the contradiction in terms. Itis not defined. Similarly, the bill
possible impact on small business. A submission from ATSIGloes not attempt to define the central concept of a family.
and ATSIS has asked that those organisations have tigarification of the boundaries of these concepts is left to the
opportunity to be further consulted about wording before dribunal, so their meaning will become clear only as case law
law is made. develops. Certainly, this will not satisfy some of the commen-
Several submissions expressed concern that, as far Bors on the government's framework paper. It may make for
possible, state law on these matters should match federal I Incréase in the number of cases reaching the tribunal, but
so that people are not labouring to meet two different sets dferhaps it cannot be otherwise. We need broad coverage yet
obligations. The government would have liked the opportuni-‘:erta'”ty- Itis dlfflcu_lt to design a definition that adequately
ty to consider those concerns and see whether there is afjeets both these aims. , ,
way that they can be addressed. Of course, it may be that !N summary, the government firmly believes that the
some of them cannot be. It may be that some expresséeflual Opportunity Act should protect carers. It welcomes the
concerns are not, in fact, well founded. Just the same, thi@ct that the Liberal opposition has changed its position from
government thinks that they should have been considerdfi€ time it was in government when in 2001 the Attorney-
and, for that reason, is disappointed that the council has ngténeral (Hon. Trevor Griffin) opposed amendments intro-
seen fit to await the outcome of the equal opportunity revievluced to protect a diversity of carers. The government also
process. acknowledges the will of this house to wait no longer and
We recognise, however, that the council has decided t80nsult no further, but proceed directly to legislate. Accord-

deal with the matter without further delay. We also recogniséngly’ the government supports the second reading of this bill

that the contribution of carers to our community has, for too

long, been overlooked and that they are right in pressing fotrh
action. Itis the policy of the Labor government to review and
modernise the Equal Opportunity Act and in particular to
extend it to cover family and caring responsibilities. In view
of this policy, the government must support the secon

reading of this bill. In its spirit and intention, it accords with approximately 216 000 carers, including more than 41 500
our policy. o _ principal carers. The role they play in our community is

I foreshadow, howeve(, that legislation substantlallyabsolutely vital. Were it not for the role of carers, as other
amending equal opportunity laws can be expected to bgommentators have suggested, an intolerable burden would
brought before the house later this year. It may well be thahe placed on the welfare system. This bill is not about the
legislation will propose changes to these provisions. OURarsh economics of the benefits that carers bring to the
support for the second reading of this bill should therefore NOfommunity—the estimated $2 billion worth of unpaid care
be taken to mean that we accept the present bill as mogit they give each year—but, rather, about ensuring there is
desirable or the final form of provisions to protect carers frony framework in place so that carers are not discriminated
discrimination: it may or may not be. We will be giving that against for the work they do in a broader context.
much thought in light of the submissions to our review. One ™| ste the comprehensive contribution of the Hon. Gail
of the points highlighted in several submissions— Gago that the government is looking at dealing with these

Members interjecting: issues in terms of equal opportunity legislation generally, as

The ACTING PRESIDENT: Order! The Hon. Gail Gago part of an overall review. Clearly, that is a good thing. | also
has the call. note her comments which raise questions about definitional

The Hon. NICK XENOPHON: | indicate my support for
e second reading of this bill. | commend the Hon. Kate
Reynolds for introducing this bill and for the comprehensive
manner in which she has advocated for its passage. | note that
his bill relates to an issue that affects many in our commun-
y. | note in the Hon. Ms Reynolds’ contribution there are
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matters and how the proposed legislation would apply. Again, This is an important and overdue amendment which will
these are matters that could be explored in the committeenrich our community by providing legislative protection for
stage. | think that it is important that these matters be raisedhose people who have put their life on hold to care for
ventilated and debated. It is all credit to the Hon. Msothers. | hope all members will support the bill, given that
Reynolds for raising an issue that impacts on so many tertsoth the Labor and Liberal parties in the past have indicated
of thousands of South Australians in the community. Itheir support for carers. The Democrats welcome the
support the second reading. government’s review of the Equal Opportunity Act and thank
the Hon. Gail Gago for indicating government support for the
The Hon. KATE REYNOLDS: | thank members for billto proceed, without having to wait for the entire amended
their contributions in relation to this bill; in particular, | thank bill to be presented to the parliament some time later this
the government, the opposition and the Hons. Andrew Evarear. | encourage members to support the second reading of
and Nick Xenophon who indicated their varying degrees othe bill. | look forward to clarifying the questions that have
support. This bill is the first step in achieving the recognitionbeen raised by the Hon. Gail Gago during the committee
of carers in South Australia. The bill to amend the Equaltage.
Opportunity Act will ensure that carers, who provide an Bill read a second time.
important social thread throughout our whole society, are
recognised for their efforts and not subjected to discrimina- THOMAS, PROFESSOR T.
tion because of their responsibilities to those people who rely i )
upon them for regular care—and | will come back to the Adjourned debate on motion of Hon. A.J. Redford:
definitional issue later. That this Legislative Council notes that the Attorney-General, the
L . . . . ... _Hon. M.J. Atkinson MP, in a ministerial statement given to the
Caring is a private issue but, as | said previously, it is 34ouse of Assembly on Monday 22 September 2003—
public matter. These people need to have their roles and 1. Acknowledged that he misled parliament in giving a
responsibilities safeguarded while they participate as citizenwinisterial statement on 1 April 2003. _ o
in employment, education and other day-to-day matters. The ig-mﬁlli)&fﬁ;iggrggn'pc'u‘j'“9 Justice Mullighan's ruling in the
role. of carers has been S'gn'f"?a“F'y under-acknowledged b 3. Failed to apologise to Professor Thomas for suggesting that
society and without the dedication of carers many moreofessor Thomas was not a qualified forensic pathologist.
people would require more care and attention from govern- 4. Failed to apologise to Professor Thomas for alleging that
ment-funded services—which, of course, comes at a signifProfessor_ T_homas h_ad not carried out a post mortem investigation
cant cost to the health and community services sector and 1?8 2 hom_'lc'ge case I South AU?tra“a- o . ot
taxpayer. This unpaid care is worth an estimated $2 billiorp, >. Failed to apologise to Professor Thomas for suggesting that

. ofessor Thomas was not a person inclined to give impartial or
to the South Australian economy every year. independent evidence to courts.

I highlight a study released late last year which found tha ?- Fa”?ﬂ to apologise thProfefsor Thotmtﬁstfor suggesl,_tirg)glj thatd
TR Fo i : roressor omas gave eviaence to a cour at was unrellable an

carer numbers will rise _Austral!a wide in future years. Theunsatisfactory.
report from the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare = 7~ 5yggested that a delay of nine weeks to partially correct a
predicts that by the year 2013 there could be 1.4 millionnisleading statement to the parliament complies with the Ministerial
people with a severe or profound disability requiring 570 000code of Conduct's requirement that ministers have a responsibility
carers. Dr Anne Jenkins from that institute has found that® ensure that errors are “corrected or clarified as soon as possible.”
quite a substantial proportion of carers are people over tr@atigémglrir.ned others for the incorrect facts alleged in the ministerial
age of 60 and, in general, most of those older carers are Continued f 24 S ber. P 215
caring for a spouse and do so for quite some years. Dr Jenkins (Continued from eptember. Page 215.)

has predicted also that the increased rate of women in the - .
work force will not stop carer numbers from rising in the FO;—Q ir;'fgi'sﬁéﬂ%ﬁg\évf\,ﬁémgﬁ;méger Igru;tzirf?'erent
future, as many carers will take on only part-time work. '

Therefore, it seems more than appropriate that this bil See’%}roceedmgs and applications under consideration by different

to address as a priority discrimination against a person on t o_d|¢s about the case of Mr Henry _Keogh 'n_Wh'Ch the
grounds they are a carer, and will look at this issue withiropinions of Professor Tony Thomas will be considered. The

employment, as a job seeker and in education and in relatio%ovemmem is advised by the Solicitor-General that, in these

- - ._circumstances, it would not be prudent to make any further
to the provision of land, goods, services and aCC0mrmdatloﬁ'omment on this matter until those proceedings are finalised,

The bill has the support of the peak body, Carers SAand consequently the government will not participate any

which last year circulated a state carers policy discussiofyrther in this debate. At this stage, | seek leave to continue
paper and called for amendments to be made to the Equaly remarks later.

Opportunity Act. It will provide protection against discrimi-  *| eave granted: debate adjourned.

nation on the grounds of a person’s responsibility as a carer

in the areas of employment, agents, contract workers and CORRECTIONAL SERVICES (PAROLE)

within partnerships. It also addresses discrimination by AMENDMENT BILL

qualifying bodies, employment agencies, associations and

membership of councils. It will seek to eliminate discrimina-  Adjourned debate on second reading.

tion by education authorities to ensure that carers receive fair (Continued from 25 November. Page 675.)

access to study and that their application to study is not

refused on the ground that they are a carer. It seeks to ensure The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: In speaking to this bill, |
that family carers—an essential part of our society—aravant to make a few comments. The bill is a product of the
recognised as valuable community members and are n@tepartment of the Premier and Cabinet’s review of the Parole
discriminated against on the basis of their selfless service 8oard. The government in introducing this bill rightly
others. stresses that this was not a comprehensive review. The first
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comment | make relates to the expansion of the number aflass of victims—and they can be family members and
members currently sitting on the Parole Board. Indeed in theelatives, particularly in the case of deceased victims—are
second reading explanation the minister (Hon. Terry Robertg)dvised of their right to be registered. | have discussed this
indicated that that would enable the Parole Board to sit inwith the Hon. Robert Lawson as shadow minister and it was
three divisions. | can only applaud the government for thasuggested that perhaps the best way would be to see how this
initiative. new system works. However, when the minister responds, |
My former partner, Philip Scales OAM, is the deputy chairwould be interested to hear how and what steps will be taken
of the Parole Board. | know from my observations ofto ensure that all victims in the broader sense (as defined
Mr Scale’s work (which was recognised in the awarding ofunder this bill) will be notified of their right to be registered
his Order of Australia) that he puts an enormous amount ods a victim.
time, effort, thought and commitment into his duties associat- The third point relates to the amendment about the
ed with the Parole Board and, indeed, | would have no douljtaramount safety of the community. Again it is motherhood
that the chair and every other member of the Parole Boarstuff. | support it, although | must say that any implication
puts an enormous amount of time and effort into their workthat, on previous occasions, the Parole Board either did not
| applaud their work, and | think every member who hasconsider the safety of the public as a consequence of the
any understanding of the sorts of challenges that the Parotelease, or, alternatively, was prevented from so doing by the
Board have would similarly applaud the work and theexisting legislation, | would reject.
difficult tasks that they undertake: it is a huge task and, on | know from my experience in talking to Parole Board
many occasions, a thankless task. The Parole Board is almasembers that they have always, as a paramount consider-
set to fail, because irrespective of what decision it makes, @tion, thought about what impact a decision might have on
will be criticised. There is very rarely a situation where it canthe safety and security of the community. We are not

make a decision that would be universally accepted. churlish: if the government wants to go into window dressing
The Hon. Nick Xenophon:ltis probably under resourced (and we see more of that—we will not be able to eat dogs and
as well. cats later this week, which is but another example), we will

The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: The Hon. Nick Xenophon not stand in the way of ensuring that this present Premier’s
indicates that it is probably under resourced. Certainly ovenarcissism and capacity to want to be seen on television at
the past five or six years | think its resources have improvedeast three or four times a day is in any way, shape or form
but certainly not to the point where one might say that it doesnterfered with. We would not seek to stand in the way of this
not continue to be under resourced. Certainly | know therg@iece of window dressing, which | understand led to at least
have been improvements under both the previous governmesgven media appearances. In that respect | congratulate the
and this government in relation to training and opportunitiedremier on probably the most shameless politics | have seen
for Parole Board members to converse with other equivalent®r some considerable period of time.
in other jurisdictions, which | think is terribly important. The Hon. T.G. Roberts: Good call.

I must make one comment, a comment which | made The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: The Hon. Terry Roberts
perhaps not publicly but certainly privately on every occasiorprobably is a bit closer and follows these things more
that | could in relation to the Parole Board, and that is abouanxiously than | do. | am more like a general member of the
the level of remuneration Parole Board members receive. Mgommunity: you see Mike, you turn off. He probably follows
understanding is that government boards are put into these things more closely and perhaps there are more
number of different categories. We have the major boardshameless examples of the Premier’s activities and | would
such as WorkCover and so on in category one, and for sonsand to be corrected by anything he might say in that respect.
reason that escapes my understanding the Parole Board is in The fourth issue is one about which | have some real
either category two or three—one of the lower categories. concern, namely, the role of the government or Executive

We have some of the most highly qualified, skilled andCouncil in relation to the Parole Board’s decisions and how
experienced people in this state serving on the Parole Boaitdl manages them itself. One of the things that separates
in their respective fields, yet we pay those members a fairlgemocratic countries like Australia from despotic countries
low salary when we compare it to the amount we payor countries that have a lesser standard of living and quality
members of the WorkCover Board. | have to say that thef life than we enjoy in this country—and | put parliamentary
responsibilities, the depth of work and the skills which aresuperannuation to one side on this issue—is the fact that we
brought to bear are probably greater than that which might beave something called the rule of law. People know what the
required of a board member on a trading operation, andrules are: rules are applied and that rule of law applies to
would ask the government to seriously consider—and | woul@very member of the community, including the government.
acknowledge that the government that | supported prior to thelere we have a situation where the government, without
last election was given the same challenge; albeit privatelgtating any reasons or establishing any principles, without
it was rejected—properly remunerating these very dedicatedbeing guided by any rules of statute by this parliament, can
hardworking people, who, at the end of the day, take amake decisions that ultimately may overrule or have the
enormous strain off members of parliament, other elementsonsequence of changing a decision made by the Parole
of the bureaucracy and ultimately the courts and the prisoBoard. The decisions made are not transparent, not guided by
system. | would applaud any step that the government toofrinciple, are not the subject of any measurement by any
to ensure that these people were properly supported arfmbnchmark, are arbitrary and given without any reasons. In
remunerated. modern society, and in the great democratic nation in which

The second issue | raise in relation to this bill is thewe live, that is to be deplored.
registration of victims. Again | applaud the initiative that  If the government has a view that a person should not be
victims will be notified in every case. However, there doeseleased and says that that person should not be released for
not seem to be any procedure or mechanism set out in the bdl specific reason, the government should be obliged to
to ensure that victims, or those people who fall within thedisclose those reasons. There have been, in relation to parole
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issues in this country, situations where there has beeanyone has been given information pursuant to those sections
corruption and on one occasion we saw a Labor ministeand, if so, who those people are. | am not seeking their
jailed because of the processes he adopted in relation to tigentity; | want to know the sort of category they fall into. For
issue of parole. | am not suggesting that this minister in angxample, if a member of parliament or a journalist seeks
way, shape or form could be accused of anything like thatinformation about a particular parole matter, will that
but in the absence of any guidelines, rules or capacity to beformation be given as a matter of course? If not, why not?
able to observe what is happening from the outside, there M/ill there be some discretion and, if so, what discretion will
a great risk that that could be repeated in this state. To makee exercised in the release of information to members of
these decisions in secret without reasons flies against almgsarliament, journalists or other interested groups in the
every principle that parliament has worked towards ovecommunity?
decades. | would be favourably disposed to making the whole
I acknowledge that prisoners who are granted or seefrocess of parole more public. In that respect, | have
parole are seeking a benefit. They have been ordered to serygestions to put to the government. Would the government
a period of imprisonment and the court has so ordered basednsider making the whole parole process a public process?
on the facts of the trial and on various other matters putWould the government consider allowing parole hearings to
before the court. | acknowledge that when a prisoner seekse open to the media and to the public? Would the govern-
early release under the parole system they are seekingn@ent consider requiring the Parole Board to release its
privilege and as such the same considerations as might appl¥asons and parole conditions to the public as a matter of
at the time of sentencing may not necessarily be as desirabt@urse? | do not ask those questions lightly, but, from my
or as important. Notwithstanding that, there should beown personal point of view, | believe they are very serious
something, but we have nothing here. | also acknowledge thigsues. They are issues which may well go some way, if
the granting of parole to a prisoner is a privilege granted byddressed, to restoring public confidence in the system.
the executive arm of government and not the judiciaryDepending upon the answer, | may proceed to move amend-
Notwithstanding that, the granting of lesser privileges by thenents. | am speaking in my own private capacity and not on
executive arm of government is underpinned by rules anéiehalf of the opposition. | may move amendments to be
reasons, by the rule of law, but in this case they are not. Thaliscussed during the course of debate on the bill. With that
is not an ideal situation. In so saying | am speaking personal-commend the second reading of the bill and look forward
ly and not on behalf of the opposition. to an extremely interesting committee stage.
Fifthly, I have read the Hon. lan Gilfillan’s second reading
speech, in particular the comments he made about the The Hon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER secured the
Democrats’ amendment concerning the five-year rule. | lookdjournment of the debate.
forward to that stage of committee and will raise that specific
issue with the Hon. Robert Lawson. | cannot see or take issue PROBLEM GAMBLING FAMILY PROTECTION
with the Hon. lan Gilfillan’s amendment as it seems princi- ORDERS BILL
pled. There may well be resource or other issues of which |
am not aware, and | look forward to the government's Adjourned debate on second reading.
response to that amendment with some degree of interest. It (Continued from 18 February. Page 1015.)
seems that just to make those amendments in such a way as
to affect sex offenders is a very naive way of going about it. The Hon. R.I. LUCAS (Leader of the Opposition): |
At the end of the day one thing this bill generally overlookstise on behalf of Liberal members to support the second
(and | will talk about this in more detail) is that a lot of reading of the bill. In doing so, | acknowledge that the
people sentenced to serve a term of imprisonment are nghadow minister for gambling, the member for Mawson,
sentenced on the basis of the crime before the court but aMr Brokenshire, has given a comprehensive contribution in
also sentenced on the basis of their prior criminal record. another place, broadly outlining the Liberal Party’s position
There may well be a person who commits an offence tha@n the Iegi_slation. In particular, | acknowledge his concern
is not a sexual offence, but who has a long record of priobout the inadequacy of the government's overall response
sexual offending and it may well be that the nature of the©o the problem gambling issue. | am sure that the Hon.
offence that is committed may be preparatory to or associatédr Xenophon will adequately cover that terrain when he
with a sexual offence, although not strictly falling into the makes his contribution.
category of a sexual offence. It seems incongruous to treat a The Hon. Nick Xenophon interjecting:
person who falls into that category differently from the way  The Hon. R.l. LUCAS: | will help a little bit but I will
one would treat a sex offender. From a personal perspectiveave the comprehensive nature of it to the Hon. Mr Xeno-
I look forward to the government’s response to that. phon. Before addressing specific comments to some of the
Finally, | raise what I believe to be a reasonably importanglauses of the legislation, the one thing that can be said about
issue, namely, the application of the secrecy or publicatiothis legislation, from our viewpoint, is that it is intended and
provisions currently in the Correctional Services Act. | do notdirected to where we believe that the true problem is in
have the act in front of me, so | will not go through the relation to the whole gambling issue. There are many other
specific sections, much to the relief of members. To use onkesponses from the government, legislators and the commun-
example, sections 77(4)(d) and 85(2)(d) talk about the releasty that, in our view, are mere window dressing and seem to
of information to persons either approved by the CEO of thée good things to do, but we believe they will have next to no
department or the release of information to other groups afnpact on the extent of problem gambling in the community.
people. Speaking personally and on behalf of my colleagues, |
It is not clear to me what category of persons have beemdicate that we do accept that more needs to be done for that
given information pursuant to either section 77(4)(d) orone or two per cent of people who are designated problem
section 85(2)(d). | would be interested to know whethemgamblers. The impact they have upon themselves and their
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families, in particular, is, in some cases, horrendous andppointed to the entity that preceded the Independent
tragic. That is the area in which most policy action needs t@&ambling Authority. It is true to say that the presiding
be directed. Sadly, as | have previously indicated, under thimember has to be a lawyer with some 10 years experience.
government we are seeing a lot of publicity stunts and generdlhe minister said that the deputy member had to be a lawyer
policy proclamations which are not targeted at effectivelywith 10 years experience. | must admit | could not recall
assisting problem gamblers—the one or two per cent ofvhether that was 10 or 5 years but | will bow to the minister’s
people—who have significant gambling problems. knowledge of the legislation. It is certainly clear that the other
When we see the legislation about the reduction of 3 00thembers of the authority do not have to have any legal
or 2 461 poker machines, depending on whether you believeaining or knowledge and indeed do not in most cases. In the
the Premier’s claims or the calculations done by the Indemain, they constitute a skills base which comes from areas
pendent Gaming Authority or Treasury officers (or aother than the law.
combination of both), we will be able to address comments As the member for Bragg highlighted—and we will go
during that debate. My views are well known. | am not athrough the detail of this in the committee stage—the powers
supporter of caps and | will not support the continuation ofthat this Independent Gambling Authority will have are
the moratorium which comes ever closer (I think the mora-extraordinarily comprehensive. | suspect that even the Hon.
torium finishes at the end of May). There will need to be aMr Xenophon—if this did not have something to do with
debate on the reduction in the number well and truly prior tayambling and if he were looking at it from another viewpoint
then, because otherwise | sound a note of warning to theith his plaintiff lawyer's hat on—would probably be
government that some of us have given fair notice that wexpressing some concern about the length and breadth of the
will not support the continuation of the cap or the freeze; wepowers given to this particular tribunal. Most of the members
never have and we do not intend to at the end of May. of this tribunal would have no legal training or experience in
The government needs to get off its backside and intromaking decisions along these particular lines with these
duce the legislation quickly so that this debate can bearticular powers, so he may well have been expressing some
concluded prior to the moratorium’s end. Otherwise there ig€oncern if it were not about gambling. Given that this is in the
the potential that the parliament will not support the continu-gambling area, | am sure that | am not pre-judging the Hon.
ation of the moratorium and the government will not haveMr Xenophon—I would be very surprised if he were anything
introduced its legislation in relation to reducing the totalother than supportive of the very comprehensive powers of
number of gaming machines by either 3 000 or 2 461this tribunal.
depending on who you believe in relation to that proposed As | said, | have some sympathy with the comments that
policy response. the member for Bragg made. For those members interested
There are a number of areas like that that we believe ari@ this debate, not just at this time but as we monitor it in the
less targeted. In relation to this measure, it is a genuin&uture, it would be worth a look at the member for Bragg’s
endeavour from those concerned and involved in trying teomments and, even though our positions are locked in on
tackle the area of problem gambling. For those reasons tthis occasion, to at least bear them in mind. | think that they
Liberal Party is supporting the legislation. | believe it is are worthy warning signs. As a former minister—and | mean
important that we monitor the effectiveness of this legislationno criticism that the members of the authority are not
I am not convinced as to whether or not it will be successfullawyers—I am not convinced that they are best placed to be
I believe there are many important questions that need to beaking these sorts of very difficult decisions. What an
raised, and | do not say that because | want to see thadternative would be if, after 12 months, we found that there
legislation defeated. We intend to support it; it is worth a try.were problems, | guess | do not know. Whether it would be
It is intended and targeted towards that one or two per certhe model that the member for Bragg highlighted or some-
of problem gamblers as opposed to many other measuresthing in between the model that the government has promoted
There are a number of aspects of the legislation that wiland the model highlighted by the member for Bragg, | guess
be more properly and comprehensively explored in thehat will be a possible future subject for debate. There is a
committee. Some comments were made during the debate series of questions there which | am sure will be canvassed
another place about whether the Independent Gaminduring the committee stage.
Authority is the appropriate body to make difficult decisions  There are also some issues raised in the bill regarding the
about the family protection orders. My colleague, the membepotential for vexatious complaints. A provision in the bill
for Bragg, in what | thought was a very good contribution,deals with that. | think the possibility was highlighted, by the
highlighted her concerns and views which she compared tmember for Hammond and one or two others, that these sorts
the issuing of domestic violence orders through the Magiof orders might be used in ongoing disputes which might be
strates Court. before the Family Court or in other jurisdictions. | think that
I must say that | have some degree of sympathy for théhe minister, to be fair to him, gave a reasoned response to the
views expressed by the member for Bragg. | noted theuestions that were raised but, | place on the record again,
response from the minister and | understand his view. Théhose who have had more experience in those particular
Liberal Party’s position is to support the legislation onjurisdictions than | have (and | have had limited experience)
balance, but this is one of the issues that we need to monitarell know how much turmoil can develop in these sorts of
I understand that there may well be some amendments beifigmily disputes; and how, for a variety of reasons, family
moved in relation to ensuring monitoring and reporting backmembers will seek any particular legal device that they can
Whilst we have not seen those amendments yet, speaking esnceive of to further their particular cause during a particu-
an individual, | would be sympathetic to anything along thosdar dispute. | return to the issue | raised earlier: in those
lines, and | would hope my party would be as well becauseircumstances, we need to have a good hard look at the
there are important questions to be raised here. officers and members of the Independent Gambling Authority
As a former minister with responsibility for gambling, | to see whether or not they are best placed in the long term to
know the nature of the people who have previously beebe handling those sorts of very difficult issues.
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| noted with a little concern that the minister indicated that The Hon. R.l. LUCAS: Yes, that is what the minister
the current voluntary barring arrangements were such thaaid, that there is modern communication. But with some-
some of the preliminary work was done by officers of thething as complex and difficult as this, to have your presiding
authority. Now, with the greatest respect, in some other areasember in Victoria, | do not think—
I know that when that phrase is used in relation to officers of The Hon. G.E. Gago: They make complex medical
the authority, it means that a hell of a lot of work is done bydecisions by teleconferencing.
those officers and the final package is then presented to the The Hon. R.l. LUCAS: The Hon. Gail Gago is support-
Independent Gambling Authority for either approval,ing Mr Howse and | can understand that. He is the friend of
amendment or disapproval. | would be very cautious if thea factional colleague of hers, so | would expect her to support
minister's comments were to, in any comprehensive way, b&r Howse. | think there are significant problems, now that
an indication of what is likely to happen under this particularwe have this proposed regime to come into effect, when the
family protection order regime. | would certainly have gravepresiding member is located permanently in Victoria. The
concerns about having officers of the authority undertakingdon. Gail Gago and her factional colleagues within the Labor
much of the work and then having the final recommendationgovernment can pooh-pooh that if they wish, but we are
and arguments being presented to the authority. interested in the processes of the legislation and how they will
operate in practice. There will be some urgent requirements,

. : . %nd the current structure in relation to the presiding member
think was ever comprehensively responded to, which wag ot conducive to ensuring efficient processes of the
whether or not the authority in its entirety needed to meet on . -aqures that are outlined in the legislation.

these particular issues or whether it would be a subcommitt€e \yi \will canvass a number of other areas in the committee
of the authority or just the presiding member acting alonegsq6 On some of those, my view is coloured by the actions
The minister indicated that clause 11(2) of the act provideg 4 operations of the current presiding member of the

that the authority can be constituted of the presiding membeﬁﬂdependent Gambling Authority. If | can put it in an

or his or her deputy, and at least one other member of thgyerstated fashion, | am not a huge admirer of the capacities

authority. So, the inference of his response was that, iyt ihe cyrrent presiding officer. Having heard on local radio
essence, two people on the authonty could constitute thF‘ecently his gratuitous insults of senior respected figures in
authority for the purposes of proceedings under the act. g gepate, I do not think that they were comments befitting
would be important for us to know what the intentions of the, presiding officer of an authority like that, and they are

authority were in relation to this. certainly not conducive to trying to ensure the cooperative

Is there to be a permanent subcommittee and, if so, consfind collaborative effort that is required between the industry
tuted of whom? Therefore, are others going to be excludefi€ctor and the welfare sector, not only to ensure that this
from this particular process? Will it be that every member of€gislation can be successful but that some of the other
the authority, if they want to attend, could attend? TheProblem gambling measures can be successful, as well. With
minister also indicated that some of this work could be doné0se comments, | indicate that the Liberal Party supports the
at a distance, that is, by telephone or videoconferencing, qill but we will need to canvass some issues in committee,
assume. That may well be on account of the fact that thi§nd we will be prepared to consider sympathetically some
government, for whatever reasons, chose to appoint a mafEoPosed amendments that may well be moved during the
of minister Conlon to chair the Independent Gamblingdebate on this legislation.

Authority from interstate, which has created significant .
process problems in terms of the operation of the Independent The Hon. NICK XENOPHON secured the adjournment
Gambling Authority. Of course, he has a busy legal practic®' € debate.

in Victoria. Again, some questions have been highlighted inLAW REFORM (IPP RECOMMENDATIONS) BILL
the lower house as to how this would operate in conditions

of emergency, that is, if somebody is looking for a very  The House of Assembly agreed to the bill with the

urgent action in relation to a family protection order. amendment indicated by the following schedule, to which
The Hon. Nick Xenophon: The deputy presiding officer amendment the House of Assembly desires the concurrence
could stand in, though. of the Legislative Council:

o No. 1 Clause 27 (new section 42(3)), page 15, lines 4 and 5—
The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: Yes, but that would be a decision Delete these lines.

ultimately for the presiding officer, that he agreed with that
sort of a process. ADJOURNMENT

The Hon. Carmel Zollo: There is always modern At 6 p.m. the council adjourned until Thursday
communication. 26 February at 2.15 p.m.



