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4. Question has been answered previously. Response tabled on
Monday 19 July 2004 24 November 2003, page 597.
5. Question has been answered previously. Response tabled on
The PRESIDENT (Hon. R.R. Roberts) took the chair 24 November 2003, page 597.

at 2.15 p.m. and read prayers. 6. Question has been answered previously. Response tabled on
24 November 2003, page 597.
QUESTIONSON NOTICE 7. Dr Graham Allison, appointed as a non-executive director of

the Board in 2001, has qualifications that include a Bachelor of

The PRESIDENT: | direct that written answers to the Sciénce and a PhD in Chemistry. He has had many years of in-
volvement with water and environment related organisations

following questions, as detailed in the schedule that | nowqcj,ding the Cooperative Research Centres for waste management
table, be distributed and printed lansard: Nos 107, 253  and pollution control, catchment hydrology and freshwater ecology.

and 270. Dr Allison was also head of the CSIRO Division of Water Re-
sources, a national research body. Two senior executives of SA
WATER SUPPLY Water have science and engineering degrees, both gaining honours
in civil engineering. The head of water services has 31 years of water
107. TheHon. T.G. CAMERON: industry experience.
1. Since the outsourcing of the operations to United Water in 8. SA Water’'s senior staff are well qualified to meet the
1996— challenges faced in ensuring the future reliability of supply of water,
() How much money has the Government collected from watefnd have an extensive background in water and wastewater
and wastewater charges; management. This is supplemented by ongoing professional
(b) How much has been paid to Treasury as dividend; development and close collaboration with other agencies of
(c) How much of this money is the so called “Community government concerned with water and natural resource management.
Service Obligations”; and 9. InJuly 2003 Cabinet approved the creation of a Water Policy
(d) How are they calculated? Coordination Group to represent the views of those Government

2. How much money has United Water spent in improving theorganisations that have specific water interests. These include
water and wastewater system through the construction of major ne®A Water and the Department of Water, Land and Biodiversity
works that would improve the water supply to South Australia? Conservation, the Department of Primary Industries and Resources

3. What are the methods used by other Australian State owneef SA, the Department of Environment and Heritage, the Department
water companies in depreciating their assets when comparingf Treasury and Finance, and the Department of Business, Manufac-
operational and maintenance costs to Asset Value as used by Siing and Trade.

Water? ) ) The Group was formed to consider a range of high level water

4. How much has SA Water spent, and on what, on improvingelated issues and water-related initiatives such as the Water Proofing
the water supply through the construction of major works, excludinghzdelaide study which is examining the long-term water supply

investment for the environment and safety upgrades? options.
5 During 2001-2002— o _ In addition, a high level task force on the River Murray has been
(2) Did SA Water commission any engineering or technicalestaplished comprising representatives from the Department of
related consultancies;and Water, Land and Biodiversity, the Department of Environment and
(b) If so, why were they not listed in its 2001-2002 Annual Heritage, Environmental Protection Authority, the Department of
Report? Premier and Cabinet, the Department of Primary Industries of SA,

6. (a) How does the average water and wastewater tariffthe Department of Transport and Urban Planning, the Department
charged to the people of South Australia compare withof Treasury and Finance and SA Water to advise the Government
other States; and - how to maximise the value of the resources of the River Murray for

(b) With such a large profit being made by the South Aust-the people of South Australia.

trﬁgarr;g/xiteESC%?%gﬂonuggg :Qeifne tr%('/gstﬁg \I;sgtlé?e:nlf 10. The SA Water capital works budget for the Water Services
Wastewatgr services fogr the beo Ie%f South Australia”dGrouD- for the financial year 2003-04 is $150 million of which
7 Considering th  peril p tpt f t lie $66 million is allocated to the environment improvement program
. Lonsidering the current periious state of our water SUpPIIeSE | py The total EIP contains over $300 million of capital works in
which members of the Board of SA Water and the Executive of SAy e gnolitan and country wastewater treatment plants to reduce

Water have engineering or scientific qualifications relevant to the, trient discharge, reduce odours and maximise reuse where pos-
running and development of water and wastewater systems? o ’

8. (@) What programs exist to improve the technical skills of the . Vi )
Senior Executive and Board of SA Water in order to have ~ Projects currently in progress:

the ability to meet the challenges for ensuring the future - $98 million Bolivar high salinity project — Relocation of Port
reliability of supply of water to South Australia; and Adelaide wastewater treatment plant (WWTP), scheduled for
(b) If none exist, will they be introduced? handover end June 2005.

9. (a) What plans exist to coordinate activities of the different - Victor Harbor WWTP — the letting of a build, own, operate
South Australian Government Departments and SA Water and transfer contract has been approved by Cabinet. The
charged with the management of water and wastewater project will include a reuse scheme.
services; and . * $14.3 million Whyalla WWTP and reuse scheme is expected

(b) If none exist, will they be introduced? to be completed by June 2005.

10.  Of the major capital works program being managed by SA

Water Corporation— Plants completed include:

(a) How much is being spent on the so-called Environment - $38 million Bolivar WWTP dissolved air flotation and
Improvement Program (EIP) for improving the wastewater filtration plant completed in 2002, providing reuse treated
services for South Australia; effluent to the Virginia Pipeline Scheme for irrigation.

(b) When will this Program be completed; and - $72 million Bolivar WWTP completed in 2002, involving the

(c) What delays have been experienced so far since its inception upgrade to the treatment process to reduce odour emissions
and the “Bolivar pong incident? from the Bolivar plant. This was completed on schedule.

The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: The Minister for Administrative - $31 million Glenelg WWTP completed in October 2002.

Services has provided the following information: . - - .
1. Question has been answered previously. Response tabled on $11 mIII|.or.1 Christies Bgach WWTP completeq in July 2002.
24 November 2003, page 597. - $7.75 million Port Pirie WWTP completed in December

2. Question has been answered previously. Response tabled on 2003.
24 November 2003, page 597. - $10.4 million Heathfield WWTP completed in early 2004.



1990 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

Monday 19 July 2004

FISHERIES, INSPECTORS
Lindsay Spackman
253. TheHon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER:
1. Is there any impediment to the holding of an interest in aDoris Crain
fisheries business by a fisheries inspector?

2. Have any inspectorial appointments been revoked in respe¢iordon Curtis
of this? » _ David NankivelL
TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: “The Minister for Agriculture, Food

and Fisheries has provided the following information:
The Fisheries Act 1982, s27 states:
Restriction on interests of fisheries officers
_27.(1) Afisheries officer must not, without the consent of the
Minister— . N ) .___Carmen Bryan
(a) have any proprietary or pecuniary interest in a business;
or a company or trust that has an interest in a busines%a“ Cannon
involving the taking of fish or dealing in or with fish; or
(b) act as agent for a person who has any such proprietary %om Clarkson
pecuniary interest in any matter connected with such a business., : dsay Spack
(2) Where a fisheries officer appointed under section 25(1 inasay spackmar
is convicted of an offence against subsection (1), the office
ceases, on that conviction to hold office as a fisheries officer
under this Act.

Dot Stagg

David Trenouth

Buckley

Representative)
Member (Union Representative)

Noarlunga Community Service Committee

Member (Chief Executive's
Representative)

Member (Justice of the Peace)
Chairperson (Chief Executive’s
Representative)

Member (Chief Executive’s
Representative)

Member (Union Representative)

North East Community Service Committee

Chairperson (Chief Executive’s
Representative)

Member (Chief Executive’s
Representative)

Member (Magistrate)

Member (Union Representative)

lizabeth Ann Bachmann (Recommendation has been submitted

to appoint as Chief Executive’s
Representative)

Member (Chief Executive’s

(3) A person (other than a fisheries officer) engaged in thganPort Adelaide Community Service Committee

administration of this Act must, if he or she has an interest of
kind referred to in subsection (1)(a), declare the interest to the
Minister. Malcolm Herrman
Penalty: Division 7 fine. .
Therefore in response to the first question, | can advise thadhane Richardson

Fisheries Officers cannot have a pecuniary interest in a fisheridgavid Trenouth

related business. In relation to your second question, | am advisedudi Brunner

that no Fisheries Officer has been dismissed or had their appointment

terminated, due to being found to have held a pecuniary interest in

a fisheries related business.

Representative)
Chairperson (Chief Executive’s
Representative)

Member (Justice of the Peace)
Member (Union Representative)
Member (Chief Executive’s
Representative)—Currently vacant as
occupant has been temporarily
re-assigned within the Department

Port Augusta Community Service Committee

COMMUNITY SERVICE COMMITTEES Robert Havelberg
270. TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: With regard to Department Graham Hunt
of Correctional Services community service centres, can the Minister
for Correctional Services list: Peter Manuel
1. Each community service committee for each correctionaPeter Newman
services community service centre; and
2. Each member of those committees?
TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: | advise:
As requested, | now provide the name and membership of eaoj\/arren Dickie
Community Service Committee:
Community Service Advisory Committee Jennifer Milic
Lindsay Murray ThompsonChairperson (Minister's representative5eoff Steer
Raymond Kidney Member (Minister’s representative)
David Trenouth Member (Union Representative)
Jeff Andrews Member (Chief Executive’s
Representative)
Adelaide Community Service Committee

Vacant

Margaret Tilsner

Vacant

Helen Gooley Chairperson (Chief Executive’s Christopher Clarke
Representative)

Richard Brown Member (Magistrate) '

Christine Butler Member (Chief Executive’s Brian Condon
Representative) .

Carol Jurd Member (Chief Executive’s Sam Laforgia
Representative)

Rod Skuse

David Trenouth Member (Union Representative) Beverley Stains

Berri Community Service Committee (also services Mount
Gambier and Murray Bridge
Margaret Crossfield Chairperson (Union Representative)
Aubrey Mattner Member (Chief Executive’s

Deirdre Butler

Representative) George Haig
Stefan Peter Metanomski Member (Magistrate) Mark Hynes
Peter May Member (Chief Executive’s .
Representative) Audrey Nicholson
Ceduna Community Service Committee
Brett Graham Dalzell Member (Union Representative) Noel Paul

Anthony Dew Chairperson (Chief Executive’s

Representative) Margaret Butson
Anthony John Irvine Member (Chief Executive's .
Representative) Elizabeth Henderson

Susan Spriggs Member (Justice of the Peace)

Elizabeth Community Service Committee Pablo Rosa
Elizabeth Bolton Member (Magistrate) Jean Oates
Carmen Bryan Chairperson (Chief Executive’s

Representative) John Watson

Gail Cannon Member (Chief Executive’s Marla

Chairperson (Chief Executive’s
Representative)

Member (Chief Executive's
Representative)

Member (Justice of the Peace)
Member (Chief Executive’s
Representative)
Member (Union Representative)

Port Lincoln Community Service Committee

Member (Chief Executive’s
Representative)

Member (Justice of the Peace)
Chairperson (Chief Executive's
Representative)

Member (Chief Executive’s
Representative)
Member (Union Representative)

Port Pirie Community Service Committee

Member (Chief Executive’s
Representative)

Chairperson (Chief Executive’s
Representative)

Member (Chief Executive’s
Representative)

Member (Union Representative)
Member (Justice of the Peace)

South West Community Service Committee

Member (Chief Executive’s
Representative)

Member (Justice of the Peace)
Chairperson (Chief Executive’s
Representative)

Member (Chief Executive’s
Representative)

Member (Union Representative)

Whyalla Community Service Committee

Member (Chief Executive's
Representative)

Chairperson (Chief Executive’s
Representative)

Member (Justice of the Peace)
Member (Chief Executive’s
Representative)

Member (Union Representative)
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Community Service projects for the Anangu Pitjantjatjara Lands WATTLE POINT WIND FARM
(APY Lands) are carried out in the APY Lands by a two person

Community Service work team who visit the APY Lands and Yalata i -
communities for 17 day periods at a time to work with community T_he Hon. T.G. R.OB.ER_TS (Minister for Aborlg_l n_al
service clients. Projects undertaken by the team are approved #yffairsand Reconciliation): | seek leave to make a minister-

senior community members. ial statement.
Coober Pedy Leave granted.
TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: On 25 May this year,
owing an application from Wattle Point Wind Farm Pty
Ltd, | determined the existence of three sites within the area
of land of the proposed Wattle Point wind farm as Aboriginal
LOCAL GOVERNMENT, ANNUAL REPORTS sites, as defined under the act. Wattle Point Wind Farm Pty
Ltd then made an application for me to authorise the wind
The PRESIDENT: | lay on the table annual reports ¢, 1 proceed. On%pJuIy | made an authorisation pursuant
2002-03 .Of the City of Tea Tree (_3u||y, the District Cou_nC|I to section 23 of the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1988 in relation
of Franklin Harbor and the District Council of Yankalilla,

ion 131(6) of the Local G A to an area proposed for a wind farm development at Wattle
pursuant to section (6) of the Local Government AChint on Yorke Peninsula. Following the application, an

Projects for this area are considered and approved by the Pofrt
Augusta Community Service Committee. oll

1999. extensive consultation process occurred. This included:
- written invitations to comment sent to relevant Aboriginal
PORT AUGUSTA PRISON organisations, as well as more than 240 individuals;
- discussions with five small groups and individuals to
TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Correctional canvass a range of Aboriginal community views about the
Services): | seek leave to make a ministerial statement. proposed wind farm development;
Leave granted. - an Aboriginal community meeting at Port Victoria on

11 June 2004,

receipt of two written submissions from Aboriginal groups
concerned about the proposed development;

I, as minister, walking the land with Aboriginal heritage
groups; and

a meeting of the South Australian Aboriginal Heritage
Committee on 22 June 2004, which proposed a number of

TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: | wish to advise this chamber .
that on Tuesday 6 July | was informed of an incident that
occurred at the Port Augusta Prison. | was informed that a
prisoner was unlawfully absent from a low security section
of the Port Augusta Prison on 9 June 2004. Investigations
have commenced, and will continue, as to whether there were
any other possible unlawful absences. This type of incident I L Lk -
should have been reported immediately to the Chief Exec- gﬂ?ﬁg;g Z?iéﬂrtglgighﬁfﬁggifeons'der in relation to any
utive of the department, and then to me, but, unfortunately :

in this case, the reporting did not occur as it should have. ThAs a result of this consultation and the recommendations of

Chief Executive has issued an instruction to all seniort%e South Australian Aboriginal Heritage Committee, |
authorised the project to go ahead, with very strict conditions.

m)a:]rlsai%erresl ;Ti:)zetgeir? gg;nnetr:'é;)eoraliggl.ng them of their Obllgt'jLI'hose conditions inc;lyde a requiremgnt fqr the developer t.o:
. . ) - protect two identified archaeological sites and to obtain
This prisoner was accommodated in a low security area archaeological advice to assist the protection and manage-
of the prison at the time. This area is surrounded by a fence ment of any other sites or objects that may be located on
and is subject to regular perimeter inspections by prison  the Jand during the construction of the wind farm;
officers. Initial reports indicate that this prisoner was absent rovide cultural awareness training for contractors
for only a short amount of time. working on the wind farm, and appropriate signage to
Although it is a low security area and many of these inform visitors about Narungga culture and heritage; and
prisoners are involved in mobile work camps outside the engage Aboriginal cultural monitors during the initial
prison, | have ordered increased security arrangements for ground disturbance works associated with the wind farm.
this area of Port Augusta Prison. | have ordered that th&he authorisation also allows the continuation of all existing
existing security arrangements be augmented by the installeesidential and primary production uses on the subject land
tion of an alternative electronic security system at the lowand all existing and future uses ancillary to those uses.
security section of Port Augusta Prison and an investigation There has been some speculation that this authorisation
into the best technical solution be undertaken as a matter @fsturbs burial grounds or other registered archaeological
urgency, and that a review of prisoners accommodated in theites. This is not the case. From all the research that has been
low security area be carried out to establish their continuedndertaken and all the consultations that have occurred, there
suitability for accommodation in that environment. is no evidence of burial sites or further archaeological sites

Although any escape is unacceptable, it must be remeni? this area. The two known archaeological sites are protected
bered that Port Augusta has a very good security recordy the authorisation, and if further such sites are discovered
Before this incident, the last escape from Port Augusta wa@uring work on the wind farm they will be protected under
in October 1999. It is also worth noting that this escape waf€ Aboriginal Heritage Act. .
only the second escape in South Australia during the past | also commended the approach taken by Wattle Point

financial year. This is the lowest in the past decade and i¥/ind Farm Pty Ltd and Meridian Energy Ltd in recognising
much lower than the 34 escapes in 1994-95. the advantages of working within the Aboriginal Heritage

e Act. | wish to express my appreciation to all the parties that
The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting: took part in the determination and authorisation processes,
The PRESIDENT: Order! This is not questions and particularly the Aboriginal groups and individuals who
answers: it is a ministerial statement. provided advice, comment and assistance throughout those
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processes. | know that these groups will continue to work to DEATH BY DANGEROUSDRIVING
protect Aboriginal heritage in the Yorke Peninsula area.
TheHon. R.D. LAWSON: | seek leave to make a brief
explanation before asking the Minister for Industry and
QUESTION TIME Trade, representing the Attorney-General, a question about
the decision of the Court of Criminal Appeal.
GREEN CITY DEVELOPMENT Leave granted.

TheHon. R.D. LAWSON: On 7 July the Court of
Criminal Appeal in South Australia, comprising a special
Sitting of five judges in the case of R. v Payne, rejected the

TheHon. R.I. LUCAS (Leader of the Opposition): |
seek leave to make a brief explanation before asking th

Leader of the Government, representing the Treasurer, &, ernment's application for the publication of guideline

question about green city development. sentencing for the offence of causing death by dangerous
Leave granted. driving. In the course of the decision, the court recorded the
TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: On Tuesday 13 July, the Premier government's submission as follows, namely, that the

and the Minister for Infrastructure put out a joint statemengovernment contended:

under the heading ‘Government backs $600 million greencity . . the Court should depart from the usual practice of treating

development’ which states: youth orimmaturity as a mitigating factor, and should treat it as not

a matter of mitigation at all. . .
The Rann government will help kick-start a $600 million city g

development by agreeing to lease up to 10 000 square metres dhe government submitted a draft guideline which proposed:

office space in a proposed 5-star green and energy rated office tower. ... ayoung offender of substantially good character who pleaded

Later in the press statement the Premier indicated thguilty to causing death by dangerous driving of one person, and who
following: was genuinely remorseful, would ordinarily be sentenced to

imprisonment unless there was good reason to do otherwise.

No doubt some will criticise this as a direct negotiation with : : o —
Caversham instead of going into a tender process. But a tendglurther onin thg_éudgment It |shrecotr)<|j_ed _thatfthe V&Ct'l.m
simply couldn’t achieve what this deal does. upport Service did not oppose the publication of a guideline

. . . . and proposed a guideline in which a particular mitigating
Subsequently, in further radio interviews on that particulat,ctor would be conduct by the offender of:

day 5DN reported the following:
y P 9 .. . demonstrating ‘genuine remorse and acceptance of guilt’ by

The state government has gone outside the tender process to leéise preparedness of the offender to meet with the victim and family
seven floors of Adelaide’s first green office tower. It's taken out aof the victim if they so wished, to offer an apology; by the prepared-
10 year lease on the building at a cost of $33 million. ness to engage in community service by way of reparation, and by

. . ... the preparedness to undergo treatment for aggressive tendencies, and
Further, on ABC Radio, in seeking to defend the criticalfg, é)rugand alcohol abusg_ 99

question obviously put to him, Mr Conlon stated the follow-

ing:
... the offences in question were particularly appropriate for the

We'll leave it to the public to judge. | think that securing a ; ; g ;
development of this size and keeping building activity in the CBDKJSS%CCQ‘. sentencing options based on the principles of restorative

for five years is well worthwhile, and I'm prepared to accept the ) ) o
criticism for it. The court said that a greater emphasis on restorative justice

On that day, members of the media told the opposition thaqunmples will require:

the government had advised the media that the additional_ - - - executive government to provide programs and procedures

cost, over what would be expected to be paid for office spac\éf'th appropriately qualified staff who have the necessary resources.

under this proposed lease, was up to $700 000 per annum fivty questions are:

the 10-year lease arrangement. | hasten to add that the 1. Has the Attorney-General received any advice in

opposition is not in a position to know whether or not thatrelation to this particular decision?

claim is accurate—hence my questions: 2. Is it proposed to apply to the High Court of Australia
1. Is the government paying an extra cost of up tofor leave to appeal against the decision of the court?

$700 000 per annum over 10 years, and is the total additional 3. Was it the contention of the government that youth and

cost to taxpayers of lease payments adding up to $7 milliofemorse should not be regarded as a mitigating factor in order

over the 10-year lease deal? to provide a deterrent to young people driving dangerously?
2. When the Premier and the Minister for Infrastructurelf so, what evidence or statistical information is it based

refer to a $33 million lease deal, are the Premier and thepon?

minister referring to $3.3 million in lease payments for each 4. Does the Attorney agree with the court and the Victim

of the 10 years between 2006 and 20167 Are the calculatior8upport Service that the offence of causing death by danger-

made on the basis of using 2004 dollars? ous driving is particularly appropriate for the use of senten-
3. Did the Premier, the minister and the governmeng€ing options based on the principles of restorative justice?

comply with all the Treasurer’s instructions in undertaking 5. Does the Attorney agree that additional resources

this process? Did the government fulfil all the requirementsvould be required to enable those options to be employed?

of the cabinet endorsed policy outlined in the document, 6. What additional resources does the government

‘Evaluation of public-sector initiatives’? propose to provide to facilitate greater use of the principles
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Industry,  of restorative justice?

Trade and Regional Development): | will refer those TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Industry,

questions to the Minister for Infrastructure and/or theTrade and Regional Development): | will refer those

Treasurer and bring back a response. guestions to the Attorney-General and bring back a response.

In relation to this issue, the court concluded that it agreed:
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CROWN LEASES program, and it will be evaluated continuously with formal
evaluation in three years.
TheHon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER: My questions

about leaseholders are directed to the Minister for Aboriginal GREEN CITY DEVELOPMENT
Affairs and Reconciliation, representing the Minister for
Environment and Conservation, and they are as follows: ~ TheHon. SANDRA KANCK: | seek leave to make an

1. Why is the Minister for Environment and Conservation€XPlanation before asking the Minister for Industry, Trade
and/or his department no longer responding to letters frofind Regional Development, representing the Minister for
Crown lease perpetual holders? Infrastrl_Jc_ture, a question about the recently announced

2. How many perpetual leases have been converted %600 million Green City development.

freehold since the cut-off date for application at a rate of -€2ve granted.
$2 0007 TheHon. SANDRA KANCK: As has already been

3. Why has the cost of lease fees increased, and in Sorﬁgferred to in question time, the Minister for Infrastructure

cases doubled, even though leaseholders have applied rﬁ)cently announced that the state government has agregd to
freehold? ' lease up to 10 000 square metres of office in a proposed five-

star green energy-rated 17-storey office tower. The minister's

4. Why has the minister made no attempt to consult with,¢ i re|ease states that the commitment in lease payments
marginal leaseholders who wish to convert to freehold eve $33 million over 10 years from June 2006 and is a slightly
though he has promised to do Soonacase by case basis igher cost for office accommodation than the government

TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal  \yould otherwise have paid. This deal has similarities to an
Affairs and Reconciliation): | will refer those important ~ gaylier lease deal entered into by the Brown Liberal
questions to the Minister for Environment and Conservat'orbovernment—the 11-storey EDS building on North Terrace.

in another place and bring back a reply. The EDS lease also resulted in the government paying above
market rates for the leased office space. At the time Kevin
MARKET ACCESS PROGRAM Foley, the then opposition Treasury spokesperson, said of the

lease, ‘| was equally stunned with precedents: that govern-

_TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: | seek leave to make & ments would yet again stumble into buildings paid for by the
brief explanation before asking the Minister for Industry, iaxpaver. After discovering that the EDS lease had not been
Trade and Regional Development a question about exportst out to tender, the Treasurer described the lease as a

Leave granted. “financial scandal’.

TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: I understand thatrecently ~ The Minister for Infrastructure’s recent media release
the government launched a new $700 000 grant scheme fadicates that the green office tower lease deal has also been
help South Australian companies improve their exporiirectly negotiated rather than put out for tender. This
performance and assist in achieving the State Strategic Plaforning the now Treasurer was on radio claiming that
target of tripling the value of South Australian exports bycorporate welfare was a thing of the past. In addition to
2013. Can the minister provide further details of thishigher cost for office space in the green office tower, the
important program? Minister for Infrastructure has acknowledged that the

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Industry, government will spend $4 million in fit-out costs for the
Tradeand Regional Development): | thank the honourable seven floors it will occupy. My questions to the minister are:
member for her question and for her interest in this important 1. What will the state government be paying per square
subject. The Market Access Program, known as MAP, willmetre for office space in the green office tower?
provide financial assistance to encourage small and medium 2. Which sections of which departments will be moving
enterprises (SMEs) to develop export markets. Under thiaito the building, and what is the current per square metre
guidance of the Export Council, MAP will focus on support- cost of the office space they occupy?
ing export-related incoming and outgoing missions and 3. Will any leases be broken in relocating to the green
developing the export knowledge of South Australianoffice tower; if so, what penalties will be incurred for doing
businesses. Key objectives of the MAP program are to helgg?

develop the export capability of SMEs, increase their export 4. What has been the total cost and the cost above market

activity and to help develop an export culture in Southrates of the EDS lease to taxpayers?

Australia. The program will also assist South Australian The Hon. P. HOL L OWAY (Minister for Industry,

enterprises to develop sustainable export markets and to adofzde and Regional Development): | will pass those

a collective or industry approach in developing exports.  guestions on to the Minister for Infrastructure and bring back
MAP meets a significant gap for smaller companies thag reply.

want to export but are unable to get assistance. Itis designed

to assist enterprises that may be too small to qualify for the ENERGY COOPERATIVE

Austrade Export Market Development Grants—commonly

known as the EMDG scheme. In general terms, grants will TheHon. A.L. EVANS: | seek leave to make a brief

be considered on a dollar for dollar basis until a cappe@xplanation before asking the Minister for Industry, Trade

threshold is reached. The Department of Trade and Econométnd Regional Development a question about the energy

Development, through its Office of Trade, will invite cooperative.

applications from business on a quarterly basis, which will Leave granted.

be a competitive process for a limited pool of funds. MAPis TheHon. A.L. EVANS: In a recent article inThe

designed to complement the Austrade Export Markedvertiser of 14 July there were details of a recently formed

Development Grant scheme by assisting companies whigknergy cooperative. On 14 July they had 700 members. The

may be too small to qualify for the EMDG. This is a pilot report states that the cooperative had contacted the govern-
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ment to discuss assistance in areas such as administrative5. What is the government doing about this appalling state
support but had not yet received a response. My questiorsf affairs?
are: TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Correctional
1. Is a response being prepared by the government arfsrvices): | thank the honourable member for his question
when will that response be provided? and his interest in this matter. He is very well connected in
2. Does the government have any policy on givingthis area as far as his information goes. It is true that the letter
financial or other assistance to such cooperatives? from Mr Scales indicates that he is not prepared to stand
TheHon. P.HOLLOWAY (Minister for Industry, again for the position after his time runs out, but that does not
Trade and Regional Development): | will refer that constitute aresignation. It constitutes the fact that he does not
question to the Minister for Energy and bring back a re-seek to run any longer.
sponse. The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting:
TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: | understand that. The Parole
PAROLE BOARD Board does a lot of very important work, and it is vital for the
government’s rehabilitation program. To have an orderly
TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: | seek leave to make an process is far more important to the government than perhaps
explanation before asking the Minister for Correctionalsome commentators around town are indicating. This year’s
Services a question on the topic of parole. budget provides a significant increase for Parole Board
Leave granted. funding and, as a part of the recognition of the honourable
TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: On 2 July this year the member’s position in relation to the increased workload that
deputy chair of the Parole Board, Mr Philip Scales, wrote tdhe Parole Board has, we recognised prior to the last budget
the Minister for Correctional Services indicating that whenthat there would have to be an increase in the number of
his current term expires he does not wish to be reappointe&arole Board members and an increased payment made to the

In a scathing letter he pointed out the following: people sitting on the Parole Board.
a. that there is enormous pressure on the staff of the As part of the $15 million funding boost for correctional
Parole Board; services, the Parole Board will be provided with more than
b. that prisoners’ accommodation is in disarray; $1 million extra over the next four years. This includes
c. without rehabilitation and treatment prisoners will $360 000 to be allocated to the Parole Board in this year's
come out worse than they went in; budget, of which $100 000 is for capital works to house the

d. that psychologists were moved from communityboard'WhiCh was a request made by the board itself. Funds

corrections to the new, long-awaited sex offender prograny’!ll 90 towards increased secretariat support, increasing

and are therefore no longer available to parolees; members’ payments and providing for extra board members
e. that the board sets conditions of parole knowing tha[)ropps_ed by Ie_g|slat|on currently before parliament.

many of them will not be observed because of a lack of Itis interesting to note that the letter from Mr Scales and

resources and supervision: other criticisms that are coming from the Parole Board have
f that there are insuffic’ient numbers of parole officers:COinCided with our first day back here in parliamer]t, but that

: 'is the way pressure groups operate and that is the way

9. tha_t Victoria gnd Western Au..c,t.ralia have eXpande‘femocracies work, and as a government we accept that.
community corrections by $114 million and 56 officers The Hon. A.J. R’edford: Should they have done it at

respectively; another time?

h. that government public comments have, without any - The Hon, T.G. ROBERTS: There are other time frames
basis, sought to undermine public confidence in the board,,jng which negotiations and discussions can take place for
These comments were made by a person who has diligentianges to be made away from the glare of publicity. But, if
served this state for nearly a decade in this position, earningat s the way the Parole Board sees the best effect—
an Order of Australia for his work. The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting:

In response, the minister sought to cover this appalling The PRESIDENT: Order!
indictment of his administration by issuing a press release The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: | am not being critical: | am
stating that the Parole Board will get $360 000 per annum, ofyst pointing it out. It is a tactic that is being used.
which $100 000 was for capital works. It announced im-"  The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting:
proved secretarial support, improved member payments and The PRESIDENT: Order!
extra board members. It also said that the governmentwould The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: Having a trade union
provide comprehensive rehabilitation programs. It did not sagackground, | recognise the legitimacy of organisations and
anything about increasing the number of parole officers tgndividuals to run their campaigns as they see fit. This

supervise parolees. So far the minister has made no publifovernment has provided full funding of approximately
comment other than that press release on Mr Scales’ lettefg mjllion over four years—

although some of the background briefing of journalists by  The Hon, A.J. Redford interjecting:
his officers has been very interesting. My questions are: The PRESIDENT: The Hon. Mr Redford has asked his

1. Has the minister read Mr Scales’ letter? question.
2. Does he agree with Mr Scales’ criticisms about the lack The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS; —for the introduction of
of parole officers? specialist programs, so it is not true that we are not concen-

3. Does the minister agree that psychologists were movedating on rehabilitation as a key aspect of our programming.
from community corrections, making them no longerl have reported to this council before in relation to the
available to parolees? increased funding for sex offenders, violent offenders and

4. Is the minister aware of the fact that the Parole Boaraulturally appropriate programs that we are putting in place
is imposing conditions of parole that knows it will not be atthe moment in relation to rehabilitation. | have met with the
adequately supervised? new staff of the program. | am deeply impressed by their
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determination to make a difference and, in particular, tcskills development team that we now have, | would certainly
implement programs in order to make the community a safeike to pay tribute to him for being a part of that team. |
place. Certainly, the enthusiasm shown at the first meetingncourage him to follow the team’s progress and to provide
which | attended was pleasing. The state government has gptogress reports of how the team is working and some of the
the formation of a good team of people who will concentrateprojects which have commenced and which it will be working
on rehabilitation as a cornerstone for making our recidivismon through a number of budgets.

figures improve.

It should be remembered that until recently South TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: Sir, | have a supplementary
Australia was the only mainland state that did not have guestion. What has the minister done to educate people within
prison-based sex offender rehabilitation program; and it is &e system—particularly given that | am getting an avalanche
bit rich for people to complain about some of the otherof leaks at the moment?
programs we are now starting to put in place, because we are TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: | take the honourable
starting again, as | have said in this council on a number afnember’s suggestion on board, that perhaps we should put
occasions, from a very low base. There are now 22.4 psychalown a number of initiatives that are taking place within
logists’ positions across corrections, working in a range oforrectional services and perhaps highlight those issues where
programs for prisoners and offenders. There are no fewawork is in progress and where we would hope those programs
psychologists’ positions in community corrections as a resulto be perhaps in the next 12 months. | have explained to the
of the new rehabilitation programs—which is one of thecouncil that I think the Canadian exchange of information and
criticisms that was made. intellectual property is a good story that should be carried

The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting: through those people who are interested in correctional

TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: Well, one position was taken services and that perhaps we should have regular progress
out of community corrections, but that position is beingreports through a newsletter or another method of circulating
advertised and, hopefully, will be filled in time. One that data.
community corrections psychologist applied and was selected
on merit for the position on the sex offender team. TheHon. NICK XENOPHON: Sir, | also have a

The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting: supplementary question. What specific recommendations

TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: The honourable member have been made in relation to the Canadian programs referred
makes a very good point. It is very difficult to get peopleto by Professor Bill Marshall, in particular, and will the
trained in those particular areas to fill the positions. It is a bigovernment commit to implement and provide the funding
like nursing. The program for nursing positions was changedPr such recommendations?
and altered, and there was a lack of encouragement for filling The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: The honourable member, |
those positions, and suddenly there is a crisis. In relation tthink, refers to the gambling—
child protection and prisoner rehabilitation programs thatis TheHon. Nick Xenophon: No.
the case in Australia at the moment. It is very difficult to get  The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting:
good psychologists who want to make a career out of serving TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: No. | thought he may have
in correctional services. We are in the process of filling thoséeen making some recommendations in relation to the sex
positions. The situation is correct, as far as is stated; that isffender program. We have begun the recruitment of
there is one position short. That is being advertised and wgsychologists—that team is being set up now—and, after
hope to fill it as soon as possible. The department wilconsiderable research, officers of the department have
continue its aggressive campaign to attract psychologists.determined that the program operating nationally in Canada

With respect to the offender programs, it should be noteds the most suitable offender program for this state. Under this
that during 2003-04 approximately 3 050 prisoners angrogram, suitable prisoners are required to attend intensive
offenders were enrolled in offence-focus programs and oventervention sessions over a minimum six-month period with
1 300 were enrolled in education vocational programs. | thinkgroup work, supported by individual sessions, for each
what we need to do is advertise more widely what we argarticipant. So, those programs are on the way.
doing in order to try to educate those people within the
system, as well as the public, that activities are taking place CADELL TRAINING CENTRE
that will concentrate on a lot of the programs for rehabilita-
tion. | hope that, with the setting up of the team within ~ TheHon. J.S.L. DAWKINS: | seek leave to make a brief
government services and the support they should provid@xplanation before asking the Minister for Correctional
hopefully we will be able to come to terms with some of theServices a question about the Cadell Training Centre.
problems that have been raised in this council by members Leave granted.
opposite and by my making declarations that we have a TheHon. J.SL. DAWKINS: Members of this chamber
shortage of trained skilled people within the system. But wavould be aware that, for some years, inmates of the Cadell
are working on the Canadian model (of which Mr Scales isTraining Centre have been involved in the development of
guite supportive) and, over a number of budgets, we will trycommunity projects. | am aware that inmates pay a particular-

to fill the gaps using— ly valuable role in projects in the neighbouring communities
The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting: of Waikerie, Morgan and Blanchetown. In the past, accompa-
TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: He may have been a part of nying staff from the training centre have been paid to work
the team that made suggestions— during their lunch break while on site, as they remain on duty
The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting: throughout the time the inmates are away from the training

TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: It is quite possible. A centre. However, | understand that it is now departmental
number of people have been working their views and ideagolicy not to pay staff for their duties during lunch breaks.
through the system, and they have finally come to fruition. While some officers apparently initially agreed to continue
If the author of the letter was a part of the formation of thesupervision of the inmates over lunch without extra remu-
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neration, this practice has now ceased. As a result, thé/eek, outline some of the events held and give details of this
inmates are transported to and from Cadell for the lunclyovernment’s commitment to reconciliation?
period so that officers can have their lunch break in an off TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal
duty capacity. My questions are: Affairsand Reconciliation): | thank the honourable member
1. Will the minister indicate what extra costs are associatfor his question and his interest in Aboriginal affairs.
ed with transporting inmates to and from Cadell from on-siteNAIDOC Week was successful and highlights issues that are
locations during lunch breaks? important to Aboriginal people to the broader community,
2. Will the minister indicate the comparison betweenand it is an important part of the reconciliation process. As
these costs and the previous system of payment of allowancpsinted out during NAIDOC Week held earlier this month,
to officers for supervising inmates during lunch breaks? it was a very successful week with many events held and
3. What level of delays have been caused to the develogelebrated throughout South Australia. | attended a number
ment of community projects with which Cadell inmates haveof events during the week, commencing with the opening of
been involved? an art exhibition in Mount Gambier, and a number of other
TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Correctional ~ functions and various ceremonies with local government
Services): | thank the honourable member for his questionsbodies.
We have just settled and industrial relations program problem | congratulate the many members of parliament who
associated with— attended many of the NAIDOC events, and | noted that,
TheHon. A.J. Redford: You lost it. certainly, the Hon. Robert Lawson, the shadow minister, was
TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: Well, an out-of-court aregularattendee atthese functions, and | thank him for that.
settlement was reached that went back into the previoué is important to show Aboriginal communities within this
government's regime. It was a formalised informal progranstate that we try to work as much as possible in a bipartisan
that ran without everyone’s knowledge, | suspect, in relatiopproach with the opposition. | also thank those Democrat
to what would come later after an agreement had beefembers who were in attendance and, I think, the Hon.
reached about forgoing lunch breaks. There have beefndrew Evans attended some as well. | pay particular tribute
instructions given for all programs, industrial relationsto my colleagues Frances Bedford and Lyn Breuer, who
changes and individual bargaining programs or regimegttended many of these functions. | also thank the member for
within each individual prison to be referred back to centralFlorey for all the functions she attended and the support she
command, if you like, for consideration. | have spoken to theshows to Aboriginal people, not just in her electorate but
office at Cadell, and it is inconvenient for them to return thethroughout the metropolitan area and the state.
prisoners to the prison for the period of the lunch break. TheHon. Sandra Kanck: Hear, hear!
There was a program where the prisoners took their lunch  The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: So, the member for Florey
if they were working away from the prison, and there weredemonstrates her commitment not only in NAIDOC week.
some industrial relations issues associated with that regimé&he Hon. Sandra Kanck, who seconded my remarks, also
My information is that the choice was to return the prisonersattends many functions, as does the Hon. Kate Reynolds. |
It is inconvenient, and it is more costly, but it is an operationknow the member for Florey may be embarrassed if | single
al decision that was made with full knowledge of the centraher out, but some of the works in which she has participated
office of the CEO and the staff at Cadell. | will bring back the include: hosting events in Parliament House for Aboriginal
extra costs of transporting prisoners and the comparison. communities, particularly on Sorry Day; organising reconcili-
ation celebrations; presenting plaques at schools; distributing
TheHon. A.JJ. REDFORD: | have a supplementary flags and badges to schools at community events during
question. Notwithstanding the fact that the PSA is not talkingReconciliation Week; and organising sponsorship for prizes
to the Minister for Industrial Relations, will the minister refer at some of these functions.
this issue to the Minister for Industrial Relations to see | also thank Lyn Breuer for her work in the Port Augusta
whether it can be incorporated in what appears to be thand Whyalla region in relation to the Croc Fest, which is a
broken down negotiations for the new enterprise agreement2gry important festival organised in Port Augusta. It has
TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: | will refer that question to  become very successful and has now built up a reputation for
the CEO in relation to the referral to the industrial relationsparticipation not only in South Australia but Australia wide.
minister and bring back a reply. | thank all those members, and the staff who support those
individuals, who are able to find time to attend these func-
NAIDOC WEEK tions because, without those staff, they would not be able to

do so.
TheHon. J. GAZZOLA: | seek leave to make a brief

statement before asking the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs EMERGENCY TELEPHONE SERVICE

and Reconciliation a question about the recent NAIDOC

Week celebrations. TheHon. IAN GILFILLAN: | seek leave to make a brief
Leave granted. explanation before asking the Minister for Industry, Trade
TheHon. J. GAZZOLA: Sunday 4 July marked the and Regional Development, representing the Minister for

beginning of NAIDOC Week, which has been celebratedEmergency Services, a question about the triple zero call

since the seventies following a long struggle by Aboriginalcentre in Sydney.

and Torres Strait Islander people to bring their issues of Leave granted.

concern before governments and the public. The aim of the TheHon. IAN GILFILLAN: Some weeks ago, | focused

week is to increase the public’s awareness of indigenousome attention on, and had some media interest in, the fact

culture and the contribution Aboriginal and Torres Straitthat there has been confusion in the identification of localities

Islander people have made and continue to make to socieiyn triple zero calls in an emergency because the operator

Can the minister give details of the importance of NAIDOCreceiving the call is unfamiliar with the geographical territory
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of, inthis instance, South Australia. As a result, a constituerto leave a message on the 1800 060 757 gambling helpline
sent me an email relating an incident that highlights the riskhumber as all the lines were busy. This is despite the fact that
accompanying the fact that the triple zero call centre is nothe government is collecting some $405 million in gambling
within South Australia. It states: taxes for this financial year. My questions to the minister are:
My wife had a post-partum haemorrhage and was literally 1. What is the level of current after hours face-to-face
bleeding to death next to me (she lost approximately a litre of bloogyambling rehabilitation services provided by the Break Even
in 5-10 minutes—which is nearly 30% of her entire blood VOlUme).Services‘? Whlch of those Services prov|des SUCh a Serv|ce’)

| called 000 and the phone rang a couple of times before it wasg, . . . .
answered. | then listened to a recorded message telling me that, ift|| the minister provide the funds to widely publicise any

wasn't an emergency | shouldn't have called this number. Then | wagUch services? o S
asked which state and emergency service | was after. | told them | 2. Does the minister agree that those living in the southern

was in Adelaide and | needed an ambulance and then the phone ragghurbs have little or no after hours face-to-face gambling

a couple more times and | got through to the South Australia g : :
Ambulance Service. In light of the amount of blood and the fact tha?el’l‘rj‘b'“tatIon services through the Break Even network? Will

we live within a few minutes drive of the RAH | had hedged my betsthe minister provide the funding to rectify this?
and we were in the car as | was calling the ambulance. Atthe time 3. Is the minister concerned about the claim that those

| was speaking to an operator we were half way to the hospital anﬂnging the gambling helpline number cannot get through on

so | kept driving and hung up on the dispatcher! e e :
There were a few things that | felt were not particularly goodoccasmns‘ Can the minister advise of any records kept to

about this experience. Firstly, in a real emergency 10 seconds migfetermine how often this has occurred in the past 12 months?
make a difference and so having to listen to the original recordedfurther, what systems are in place to determine whether there
message is a bit of an insult—I would expect that this doesn’t do are adequate resources and staffing for the helpline?

very good job of screening calls and even if it does | still don't feel ;
itis justified. . . Secondly, when you are in a serious emergency, yo 4. What are the protocols for the helpline to follow up

expect to call 000 and be talking to someone who can help you. | wethose ringing for assistance so that they actually get assist-
quite taken aback to have to answer the question about which stagfice with face-to-face counselling and, generally, to monitor

I'was in and what service | needed. In the state my mind was in thighe short and long-term effectiveness of such assistance?

actually took some real thought. Also, in a state like South Australia A ini i
which has really small suburbs which are probably too numerous to 5. What monitoring does the minister or his department

expect anyone to remember them all, if you are talking to a Soutindertake on waiting times for face-to-face counselling?
Australian then you can at least give them some landmarks to getthe 6. What was the impact on a month-by-month basis on
ambulance heading in the correct direction while the paramedicsalls to the helpline since the inception of the government’s

look up a street directory. i ; “Thi
In my case, if | had said, ‘Head up Greenhill Road towards th advertising campaign based on the Think of What You Are

hills from Fullarton Road’, then the ambulance would have beeﬁ?ea”y Gambling With’ theme? Will the government provide
most of the way to my house before needing any further direction@ breakdown of the amount spent monthly on such a cam-
from a street directory. Once again, this might only have saveébaign since its inception?

30 seconds, but in my wife's case that might be the 100ml of blood  The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal

that was the difference between life and death. Affairs and Reconciliation): | will refer those important

My questions are. _questions to the Minister for Gambling in another place and
1. Does the minister agree that Telstra owes the public dhring back a reply.

South Australia a state-based call centre as part of its
community service obligations? CHILDREN IN CARE
2. Would the minister make every effort to have emergen-
cy service call centres based in each state and territory to take TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal
000 calls emanating from that state and territory? QuitéAffairsand Reconciliation): | table a ministerial statement
clearly, that would be specifically pleading on behalf of Southmade by the Hon. Jay Weatherill in another place on a
Australia. commission of inquiry regarding children in state care.
3. Does the minister agree that a recorded message prior
to direct contact with an operator could cost lives and should TRANSPORT PLAN
be removed? If so, would he make moves to have it removed? .
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Industry, The H.OI’I. D.W. RI DGWAYZ | seek Igzave to make a.brlef
Trade and Regional Development): | will refer that ex_p!ananon before asking _the minister representing the
question to the Minister for Emergency Services and bring/linister for Transport questions about transport.
back a reply. Leave granted.
TheHon. D.W. RIDGWAY: This morning on Adelaide
BREAK EVEN SERVICES radio station Fresh FM the Premier, when asked about the
government’s plan for a north-south freeway, stated that the
TheHon. NICK XENOPHON: | seek leave to make a Britannia roundabout is his government’s highest priority at
brief explanation before asking the Minister for Aboriginal the moment. The Premier then said that, in order to build a
Affairs and Reconciliation, representing the Minister forfreeway, the government would have to bulldoze entire
Families and Communities, questions about Break Evesuburbs and it does not want to do that. The Premier then
gambling rehabilitation services. completely dismissed any mention of a north-south freeway
Leave granted. saying that he preferred to concentrate on fixing other roads.
TheHon. NICK XENOPHON: A constituent has Whilst no-one in this chamber would disagree that the
contacted me complaining about the lack of after hourdritannia roundabout is an important project, more South
services for face-to-face Break Even gambling counselling\ustralians need to know what plans this government has for
services in the southern suburbs. The constituent wrote to naur future transport needs. My questions are:
stating that, if you are employed and work normal office 1. Will the minister table the plans or the proposed plans
hours, you can forget about any counselling service in théhat the Premier was referring to this morning when he stated
southern area. The constituent also claimed that people halghat the government would need to bulldoze entire suburbs?
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2. Will the Minister provide a list of the government’s service to refer families to, is that either they will be forced
transport priorities and the order of those priorities? to place children in out-of-home care—and, as we know, that

3. Given that the government has stated that one of its kegystem is already stretched to the limit—or they will need to
objectives is to treble the state’s economic output, will ittry to do the work themselves. Given the current workloads
identify and release the state transport plan (which, incidersf CYFS caseworkers, that seems to me to be unlikely.
tally, has been languishing on the shelf for nearly the entire | understand from previous experience that families often

life of this government)? have a hostile relationship with workers within the depart-
4. Is the government ruling out a north-south freeway oment and so frequently prefer to work with a non-government
road corridor? service. Another issue for the CYFS staff is the fact that they

5. When the Premier said that he would fix other roadstequire an independent service to complete assessments and
does this include the neglected country roads that have ngive recommendations so that they are not seen as being
been a priority for this government? biased. Often, care and protection orders are sought for these

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Industry, families and CYFS workers are criticised in court if they have
Trade and Regional Development): | think it is a bit cheeky — not been seen to offer the family some kind of preservation
of the Hon. Mr Ridgway, as a member of the Liberal Party,service. Lastly, it has been suggested to me that a number of
to be talking about funding for roads, given the appallinginfant deaths reported in the media in recent months high-
treatment that this state has received for many years iights the need for intensive services for these high risk
relation to road funding. The level of funds that this statefamilies. My questions to the minister are:
receives from the federal government for road funding is 1. What was the justification for not including a family
absolutely appalling, and | hope that it does become areservation program in the most recent alternative care
significant issue in the forthcoming federal election becaustender?
it certainly deserves to be. | compliment the RAA and other 2. What are the government’s intentions in relation to
groups that are drawing the South Australian public’sproviding intensive family services to high risk families,
attention to the appallingly inadequate deal that we get undeyiven that the existing legislation has a strong focus on family
the funding from the commonwealth government. Howeverpreservation principles?

I will refer the other details of the question to my colleague 3. If the government intends to provide these services

in another place and bring back a reply. itself, how will they be funded, when will they be provided
and by whom?
PLACEMENT PREVENTION SERVICES TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal

Affairs and Reconciliation): | will refer those important

‘TheHon. KATE REYNOLDS: | seek leave to make a qgyestions to the minister in another place and bring back a
brief explanation before asking the Minister for Aboriginal ygp|y.

Affairs and Reconciliation, representing the Minister for

Families and Communities, a question regarding Placement FARM WASTE DISPOSAL
Prevention Services.
Leave granted. TheHon. J.M.A. LENSINK: | seek leave to make a brief

TheHon. KATE REYNOLDS: Placement Prevention explanation before asking the Minister Assisting the Minister
Services is a program that works with the department that waer Environment and Conservation a question regarding farm
FAYS and that is now Children, Youth and Family Ser-waste disposal.
vices—for those of you who do not know, this is now to be  Leave granted.
known as CYFS. It works with children who had been TheHon.J.M.A. LENSINK: A constituent has raised
referred to a program where there had been, in those chilith me concerns that the government intends to change the
dren’s lives, either confirmed abuse and/or neglect and theregulation of farm waste disposal or farm dumps. Following
was a risk that the child may require foster placement. So, th@quiries with the EPA, | received a written response on
intent is to try to keep these children out of the foster carel July this year which contains a draft of a document entitled
system. ‘Solid waste disposal on farms’ which is dated as issued July

Generally, these families are what are called tier 1 and tie2004. The accompanying letter from the CE, Dr Paul Vogel,
2 families, which means that they usually have an extensivevhich is dated 27 June 2004, states that the recently drafted
or serious history of child protection concerns. Familyguideline ‘reflects the standards that this agency has been
Preservation Services, as the name suggests, aimed dpplying in South Australia over the last few years’. The
preserve the child in the family home wherever possible. Théetter also states:
work was usually done by qualified social workers in the  Ajthough the [EPA] act was proclaimed in 1995, the EPA
home; it was intensive, requiring up to three visits a week; ifEnvironment Protection Authority] has become aware that many
was focused on the parents addressing the safety issues f@rdowners within South Australia may not be aware of the
the children: it was time limited, usually up to three months;mPplications of these provisions.
it only applied to referrals from the department; and itMy questions are:
required skilled workers who had specialist expertise in 1. Will the minister guarantee to the farming community
family therapy. that there will be no changes to the interpretation of the act

However, | believe that we now have only the Aboriginal as stated in the CE’s letter?

Family Preservation Service remaining because Anglicare’s 2. Which stakeholder groups have been consulted and
existing Family Connections program ceased on 30 June, ai¢hat has been their response?

it ceased because the recently awarded alternative care tender3. Why has it taken so long for guidelines to be devel-
did not include placement prevention programs. So, as afped?

1 July there are no intensive services for placement preven- 4. How many licensed dumps are there and how many of
tion. What this means for CYFS workers, in not having athese are private versus community dumps?
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5. Will the minister guarantee that enforcement will notJuly to September 2004. Last Friday, the Department of
be retrospective and that the EPA will adopt an educative rolérade and Economic Development received a telephone call
in the first instance? from the Chief Executive of the billboard company to advise

6. Will the government exempt fencing wire and iron that, as the Melbourne Airport Authority had not approved
from being required to be disposed of in a licensed dump?he extension of the original three-month booking, APN

TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister Assisting the  Outdoor would remove the walk bridge billboard that
Minister for Environment and Conservation): | will refer ~ weekend. DTED was advised that the department would be
those very important questions to the minister in anothereimbursed an amount of $75 000 for the full three-month

place and bring back a reply. booking and that the extra two weeks of exposure in July
could be regarded as a bonus for the South Australian
GOVERNMENT ADVERTISING government. APN Outdoor is the parent company of Cody

~_outdoor advertising. The booking for the Melbourne billboard
TheHon. J.F. STEFANI: | seek leave to make a brief yas made via the Adelaide office of Cody. | think that
eXpIanation before aSking the Minister for Industry, TradEanswers the questions of the honourable member.
and Regional Development, representing the Deputy Premier, | am pleased to say that as a result of the actions that have
a question about the billboard campaign by the stateen taken the state government has been able to get the
government. additional bonus in relation to exposure of the billboards, and
Leave granted. ) . the publicity has been invaluable for the campaign that the
TheHon. J.F. STEFANI: | refer to an article which  state government is running. In addition to the billboards at
appeared iffhe Advertiser dated 19 July 2004 regarding the Melbourne Airport, two additional billboards were installed
Labor government's campaign using billboards at Melbourngt Adelaide Airport in May. Also, two additional billboard
Airport. In the article, the Deputy Premier (Hon. Kevin sites have been secured at Auckland Airport for July and
Foley) was quoted as saying: August and a billboard at Canberra Airport has been booked.
We had no idea Victorians viewed South Australia’s attractive ~ Members interjecting:
business environment as such a major threat that it should tear down The PRESIDENT: Order! The minister is trying to give
a couple of billboards. an answer to the Hon. Mr Stefani and he cannot hear.
From the published article it appears that the billboards TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: We are pleased that the
attracted a great deal Of Cr|t|C|Sm from bOth the \/iCtOrian anq:ampajgn that has been run by the state government has had
New South Wales Labor governments. The article als@uch success that it has angered people interstate. The
indicated that CODY, the Melbourne company that wastreasurer, quite rightly, has taken the opportunity to draw
responsible for the billboards, extended the booking withoUttention to that fact to further illustrate that this state is a

consulting management at the airport. From the publishegdery competitive place in which to do business.
details, it is evident that the airport management did not wish

to renew the booking because another billboard was dueto  NUCLEAR WASTE STORAGE FACILITY
be installed. My questions are:
1. Does the Deputy Premier stand by his comments that TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Industry,
a couple of billboards were torn down because the Melbourn@rade and Regional Development): | lay on the table a copy
Airport managers had buckled to pressure from locabfa ministerial statement relating to the win on the radioac-
businesses and politicians, causing the removal of théve waste dump made earlier today in another place by my
billboards? colleague the Premier.
2. Will the Deputy Premier provide full details of the
commencement date and the expiry date of the advertising
contract signed with CODY by the state Labor government? REPLIESTO QUESTIONS
3. Will the Deputy Premier provide parliament with the
full costs associated with the billboard campaign? GREY WATER
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Industry, In reply toHon. SANDRA KANCK (31 May).
Trade and Regional Development): | can provide some TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: The Minister for Health has
information in relation to this matter. We all know that this Provided the following information:

: ; ; 1. Householders constitution legally use grey water in their
campaign arose from the report of KPMG International in ardens providing appropriate approval is obtained. The Sewerage

February this year that the 2004 competitive altgrn_atlvegct 1929 requires that grey water be discharged to sewer unless
report found Adelaide to be the most competitive city in theotherwise authorised by the South Australian Water Corporation.
Asia-Pacific region from the cities surveyed. Quite properly,The penalty for not complying with this requirement is $500.
the government has sought to use that result for the beneﬁ'll‘;‘(’:"ﬁgregrégﬁ] t\glgtne{n\',i\ggt?géhs(;nsign?Iggz)srgxyegfbgtrﬁg I‘S"gég"rt':n'érﬁ of
of this state. The Department of Trade and Economig man Senvices or a local council, in accordance with the Public and
Development arranged for billboards to be installed akEnvironmental Health (Waste Control) Regulations.

Melbourne and Sydney airports from March to June 2004. Testing of grey water has shown that it can contain high numbers

Also, the Premier wrote to 5 000 chief executive officers ofof faecal organisms. The existing regulations are designed to enable

; A ; use of grey water in a manner that is protective of public health.
companies worldwide in relation to the program. 2. Current legislation does not prevent the use of grey water. It

The two Melboqrne billpoards with their ‘If you're here can be used for irrigation providing an approval is obtained from the
to do business, think again’ message created consideralib@partment of Human Services or a local council.

controversy in Melbourne, which has given added publicity

to the benefits of South Australia—so we are not unhappy PARLIAMENT HOUSE, IT SERVICES

about that controversy being caused. As a result of that, |, colv toHon. NICK XENOPHON (5 Ma:

DTED decided to rebook the larger billboard, which is known The ﬁgn. T.G. ROBERTS: The Mini(ster fé’z‘ Administrative
as the walk bridge billboard, for a further three months fromServices has provided the following information:
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1. CantheMinister advisethe nature and extent of the problem? Subiject to a range of specified conditions Bayer CropScience is
The problems experienced within the Parliamentary networKrialing plots for the purposes of breeding and seed multiplication of
from Wednesday 28 April 2004 with regard to sending and receivingienetically modified oilseed Brassica cultivars. The harvested clean
email consisted of two issues: seed remaining after post-harvest testing can be exported, provided
(a) The latest update of anti-virus software caused a conflict oa number of transport protocols are met, including:
the Parliamentary network infrastructure resulting in the (i) that the seed must not be transported unless it is contained

messaging environment delaying some email. This problem within a sealed durable container, and

was resolved by the Parliamentary Network Support Group (i) that the container is labelled to indicate that it contains

(PNSG) by close of business Friday 30 April 2004. genetically modified plant material and has telephone
(b) The PNSG was notified regarding emerging threats with contact numbers for the Company and instructions to

respect to the ‘NetSky.AB’ virus and ‘Sasser’ worm on contact the Company in the event that the container is

Friday 30 April and Saturday 1 May respectively. To ensure broken or misdirected.

the integrity and security of the Parliamentary network all  |n addition the Company must have in place accounting pro-

incoming email was suspended. This decision was made byedures to verify whether the same quantity of GM material sent is
the PNSG due to the potential seriousness of the threats in theelivered and must document methods and procedures used for trans-
lead-up to a Parliamentary sitting week as the necessary antportation of GM material.

virus software updates were not available at that time. On this basis and in answer to questions 2, 3 and 4, the amended
Incoming e-mail was resumed on Monday 3 May once anti-virusexemption notice will not put South Australia’s agricultural exports
software updates had been provided and installed. at risk and will provide the appropriate regulations to ensure that trial
2. Canwebeassured that this problemwill berectifiedsothat  plantings of GM canola in South Australia meet all the necessary
it is not an ongoing problem? community safeguards for safe research.
The email delays experienced during this time were temporary
and there is no indication of ongoing issues. However, the ongoing UNEMPLOYMENT

threat of virus and security activity requires constant management
to ensure the integrity and security of the Parliamentary networkis | reply toHon. R.I. LUCAS (26 February).
maintained with minimal disruption. . . TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: The Minister for Employment,

3. Can the Minister advise whether there is a need to provide Training and Further Education has advised:
further infrastructure of other technical service work so that this 1. When the Acting Minister for Employ.ment Training and
pml%lﬁ;ngﬁ&ssg?,tvfﬁcfg;{iﬂLt,getz,u:g(,?e’;),v and update the infrastructureFurther Education made the comments regarding the accuracy of the

- L ; ; job vacancy figures, he was in fact referring to the Labour Force

software and security elements within the ParllamentaryenVIronmel% ures released that day. This misunderstanding was clarified with

as part of the normal technical refresh cycle. the radio station off air and a statement clarifying the Minister's
comments was made at the end of the program.

According to the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) Job
Vacancies Series, over the year (November quarter 2003 compared
with the November quarter 2002) job vacancies fell by 22.6 per cent
in South Australia, rather than 22.8 per cent.

2. The largest fall in the job vacancy rate was recorded in the
orthern Territory where there was a fall of 28.6 percent over the
ear to the November quarter 2003.

3. According to DEWR, skilled vacancies fell in South Australia
trend terms during February, whilst nationally vacancies rose over

SCHOOLS, RANDOM DRUG TESTING

Inreply toHon. J.M.A. LENSINK (5 May).

TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: The Minister for Education and
Children’s Services has provided the following information:

In 2004 the Department of Education and Children’s Service
distributed a document to all government schools called Interventioy
matters: a policy statement and procedural framework for th
management of suspected drug-related incidents in schools. The
document outlines a rigorous and fair process for responding t

Pl : p th by 0.2 per cent.
suspected drug-related incidents. The process is designed a mont ; -
proactive and preventive measure to deter student drug use. Despite falling over the month of February, South Australia’s

Intervention matters makes clear that no school has the authorif§V€! Of skilled vacancies remains at relatively high levels, sug-
to insist on drug testing of students. It is not proposed to introduc esting that the labour market should remain relatively strong in the

random drug testing. irst half of 2004.

The Minister for Industry, Trade and Regional Development has
GENETICALLY MODIFIED EFOOD prOVIded the foIIowmg information:
4. The Government's proposed new economic development
In reply toHon. IAN GILFILLAN (4 May). agency, the Department of Trade and Economic Development, will
TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: The Minister for Food Agriculture P& & much leaner and more focused organisation than the existing
and Fisheries has provided the following information: Department for Business, Manufacturing and Trade. It will support

In his statement preceding his questions the Hon Member refef§€ change in direction of economic development policy started
to a statement made by the Minister that he had granted Bayafnder this Government, towards building on our skills and infra-
CropScience an exemption under the Genetically Modified Crop§tructure, developing partnerships between business, the community
Management Act 2004 to grow genetically modified (GM) canolad"d government, and a focus on creating the environment for
in the state for the purpose of crop trials. Mr Gilfillan said that thelnnovation and growth, rather than the ineffective business welfare
exemption notice gazetted on 29 April 2004 stated that thénd handoutapproach of the past.

Minister for Agriculture, Food and Fisheries issued the following ex-  While the changes are well advanced they cannot be expected to
emption notice to BayerCrop Science Pty Ltd under section 6 (2) (djave animmediate impact on the economic performance of the State,
(ii) for the purposes of breeding and seed multiplication.’ s there is always a time lag between implementing new economic

The Hon. Member then goes on to say that in terms of the harvegolicies and the achievement of outcomes.
of GMO crops (Clause 8) Sections 8.1, 8.2 and 8.3 are all subject to
Condition 8.5 and points out that there is no Condition 8.5. In reply toHon. J.F. STEFANI.

The Hon. Member is correct and the oversight has been corrected 5. The Economic Development Board originally recommended
by the Minister by varying the exemption under the Act Clause 6 (5the review of the Department for Business, Manufacturing and
(a) to read Sections 8.1, 8.2 and 8.3 are subject to Condition 8.4.Trade, with the intention of achieving a leaner and more focused

In relation to the questioh Does the Minister agree that wherprganisation. The Review Team, which was appointed by the former
he spoke on radio about the exemption notice he misled the publidinister for Industry, Trade and Regional Development, the Hon
by referring to the plantings as being for crop trials whereas in facRory McEwen, comprised two Economic Development Board
they are limited plantings as described under the Act?’ members, Mr John Bastian, who was the Review Chair, and Mr

Section 6 (2) (a) (i) says the purpose of the exemption is to allowGrant Belchamber, together with an independent expert, Mr Michael
a specified person to cultivate a genetically modified food crop oPwyer, a partner of KPMG Adelaide.

a limited and contained basis at a specified place or places. Part 3 The Economic Development Board was consulted during the

Division 1 defines cultivation, in relation to a genetically modified Review process, along with a large number of other key stake-

food crop, as including many things including to breed and to harvedtolders, and supported the central recommendation that a new
seed. The maximum area of any single site must not exceed 10 hagency be created to focus on economic development policy.
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FOX BAITING RETIREMENT VILLAGES
In reply toHon. IAN GILFILLAN (3 May). In reply toHon. J.M.A. LENSINK (24 September 2003).
TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: The Minister for Agriculture, Food ~ TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: The Minister for Ageing has ad-
and Fisheries has provided the following information: vised:

The primary responsibility for fox control rests with the Minister __ 1. Isthefoundation document the paper referredtoin the June
for Environment and Conservation via the Animal and Plant ControR003 document entitled “ Progress report on review of the Retire-

Commission and its Boards. ment Villages Act 1987" ? _ _
The Minister for Health is responsible for the controls on the_ The Foundation Document s the paper referred to in the Progress
supply of 1080 baits because of their poisonous nature. Report.

PIRSA undertakes and co-ordinates investigations of chemical 2- !ftheMinister hasnot received that document, when does she
misuse and trespass incidents on behalf ofgState GovernmefRtPECt to do so and when will it be released for public comment?
agencies. The matter of fox baiting in Mount Crawford Forest is__ 1he Foundation Documentwas released for public comment on
being treated as such and investigated accordingly. The proclamatig? September 2003 and has been widely circulated. It was also
of the Agricultural and Veterinary Products (Control of Use) Act accessible on the Department of Human Services website.

2002 later this year will provide legislative backing for this activity . 3. Hasabill to amend the Retirement Villages Act 1987 already
that currently relies on voluntary co-operation of those involved. been drafted and given limited circulation?

| understand that the Williamstown community is very aware of No

this issue and Officers of Forestry SA have a daily presence in the_4- Did the Minister give approval to approach Parliamentary
folrelstslgs part of {heir normal op()—:-/rations\./ e ! %ounsel for the drafting of amendments to the Act? If not, will she

be taking steps to pull anybody into line?
No.

HENLEY HIGH SCHOOL 5. If a hill has been drafted, what is the purpose of the

In reply toHon. D.W. RIDGWAY (31 March). foundation document?

- . No bill has been drafted.
TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS:. The Minister for Education and :
Children’s Services has provided the following information: 6. How much of the suibsequent feedback to the government in

] L = . . L response to its circulation will be taken into consideration?
Hig#gcshtc?c?l”;mmger visited, ...or is she planning to visit Henley All feedback received through the public consultations has been

3 . ) . . ) taken into consideration and is reflected in the revised version of the
‘When will the Minister give a public commitment to the funding Foundation Document.
of building works at Henley High School? DHS received over 200 responses to the original Foundation

An announcement regarding the redevelopment of Henley Higibocument. These were catalogued, analysed and discussed with the
School was made during the Minister's visit to the school onRetirement Villages Review Reference Group.

Thursday 10 June 2004. _ 7. Furthermore, why has a full and proper process of consul-
. ‘Wl the Minister define with a time frame what the words  tation not been adhered to prior to its drafting and in accordance
high priority’ mean’? with the processes outlined in the government’s June document

High priority in this context means that the building needs of the* Progress Report’ ?
school have been discussed and priorities agreed with the school. Consideration of potential amendments to the Act has been the

Building work is expected to begin in 2004-05 subject of a very extensive review process. During this process a
large amount of time has been devoted to consulting with interested
CAPE JAFFA LIGHTHOUSE parties, residents and industry. This process has proceeded in an open
and public manner. When a draft Bill is eventually prepared, there
In reply toHon. D.W. RIDGWAY (26 February). will be a further opportunity for scrutiny and comment though the

TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: The Minister for Environmentand Parliamentary process.
Conservation has been advised:
1. Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) advised that ~ In reply toHon. J.M.A. LENSINK (15 September 2003).
if the recommendation to demolish the structure is carried out, there TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: The Minister for Ageing has ad-
will be no risk to the State. AMSA has deferred the demolition of thevised: )
structure until late September 2004 at the request of the Kingston Please see the response to questions asked by the honourable

District Council. member on 24 September 2003.
2. The State Government will not reconsider taking ownership
of the lighthouse platform. SA WATER
~ In reply toHon. T.G. CAMERON (10 July 2003).
SELF-FUNDED RETIREES Thel?lgn. T.G.ROBERTS: The M(inisteryfor A(zministrative
In reply toHon. J.M.A. LENSINK (31 March). Services has provided the following information: _
TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: The Minister for Families and _, 1 Consideringthecurrent perilousstate of our water supplies,

which members of the board of SAWater and the executive of

SAWater have engineering or scientific qualifications relevant to

the running and development of water and waste water systems?

Dr Graham Allison, appointed as a non-executive director of the

ard in 2001, has qualifications that include a Bachelor of Science

The & £ will K final decision following detailed and a PhD in Chemistry. He has had many years of involvement with
e Lovernment will make a final decision following detalled \ater and environment related organisations including the Coopera-

negotiations with the Commonwealth. . tive Research Centres for waste management and pollution control,
2. Has the commonwealth raised concerns with the state  catchment hydrology and freshwater ecology. Dr Allison was also

government regarding its administration of the scheme? __ head of the CSIRO Division of Water Resources, a national research
No. The State Government is responsible for the administratiopody.

of State Government concessions and is not accountable to the Two senior executives of SA Water have science and engineering

Commonwealth for the way in which it runs its own programs.  degrees, both gaining honours in civil engineering. The head of water
3. Has the government fully addressed the Auditor-General’s  services has 31 years of water industry experience.

concerns with the administration of the existing scheme? 2. In order to have the ability to meet the challenges for
A contract has been signed between Centrelink and Family anehsuring the future reliability of supply of water to South Australia,

Youth Services (FAYS) for electronic confirmation of eligibility for what programs exist to improve the technical skills of the senior

concessions. When fully operational, proof of eligibility will be able executive and board of SA Water; and, if there are none, will they

to be satisfied at FAYS district centres without individual clients be introduced?

having to go back and forth between FAYS and Centrelink. SA Water’s senior staff are well qualified to meet the challenges
Staff training on the administration of the existing scheme hagaced in ensuring the future reliability of supply of water, and have

also commenced. an extensive background in water and wastewater management. This

Communities has advised:

1. WII the government accept the commonwealth’'s offer to
extend concessions to self-funded retirees?

The Government is considering the new Commonwealth offeiz
and is intending to enter into negotiations with the Commonwealth
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is supplemented by ongoing professional development and clogean $200 000 would average in the range of 10.0% to 15.0%,
collaboration with other agencies of government concerned witldepending on the complexity of the work performed. The clear
water and natural resource management. majority of SA Water’'s minor capital works projects are less than

3. What plans exist to coordinate the activities of the different $200 000, and the forecast average fees fit comfortably within that
South Australian government departments and SA Water charged ~ range.
with the management of water and waste water services; if none, will 6. How much did United Water make from new works produc-
they beintroduced? _ __tion funded by the South Australian Water Corporation last year,

In July 2003 Cabinet approved the creation of a Water Policyand how much does this amount of money compare to that paid to
Coordination Group to represent the views of those Governmenynited Water for the operation and maintenance of the Adelaide
organisations that have specific water interests. These includgater system?

SA Water _and the Department of Water, Land _and Biodiversity The amount paid to United Water for project management

Conservation, the Department of Primary Industries and Resourc Rrvices related to construction of new works during 2002-03 was

of SA, the Department of Environment and Heritage, the Departme o : A -

of Treasury and Finance, and the Department of Business, Manufal 11.1 million. The amount paid to United Water for the operations
Y ' p ' nd maintenance services associated with the Adelaide water and

turing and Trade. > Y
The Group was formed to consider a range of high level Wate}jvastewater systems for 2002-03 was $51.8 million.

related issues and water-related initiatives such as the Water Proofing 7- The 2002 SA Water annual report mentionsthe introduction

Adelaide study which is examining the long-term water supplyOr triple bottomline reporting. When will this be introduced?

options. SA Water’s first sustainability report (triple bottom line report-
In addition, a high level task force on the River Murray has beering) covering the financial year 2002-03 was available in late

established comprising representatives from the Department ¢february 2004.

Water, Land and Biodiversity, the Department of Environment and

Heritage, Environmental Protection Authority, the Department of OFFICE OF REGIONAL AFFAIRS

F;]remier and CabiPet, the Depar(tjmergt of Plrimary Inﬂustries of SA,

the Department of Transport and Urban Planning, the Department

of Treapsury and Financepand SA Water to advise the GO\Pernment In reply toHon. D.W. RIDGWAY (26 May).

how to maximise the value of the resources of the River Murray for  TheHon. P. HOLL OWAY: The review of the Department of

the people of South Australia. Business, Manufacturing and Trade (DBMT) recommended that the
4. Of the major capital works program being managed by Office of Regional Affairs (ORA) have a staffing complement of 6

SA Water Corporation, how much is being spent on the so-called  Or 7 employees, however Cabinet on the recommendation of Minister

environment improvement program for improving the waste water MCEWen_ agreed that the staffing levels of ORA would be 10 full

servicesfor South Australia; when will this programbe completed;  time equivalents (FTEs).

and what delays have been experienced so far sinceitsinception and ORA, like all divisions in the new Department of Trade and

the Bolivar pong incident? Economic Development, has been creating new job and person
The SA Water capital works budget for the Water Services Grouplescriptions, establishing classifications and filling positions in

for the financial year 2003-04 is $150 million of which $66 million accordance with public sector guidelines.

is allocated to the environment improvement program (EIP). The  gjnce peing allocated the Industry, Trade and Regional Devel-

total EIP contains over $300 million of capital works in metropolitan o yment portfolio | have had an opportunity of assessing the

and country wastewater treatment plants to reduce nutrient discharggsourcing levels in ORA, and | am pleased to report that Cabinet has

reduce odours and maximise reuse where possible. supported my recommendation that ORA staffing levels be increased
Projects currently in progress: to at least 12 FTEs.

$98 million Bolivar high salinity project—Relocation of Port ] " . .

: As is the appropriate practice under the Public Sector Manage-
ﬁg&l%sgrvgﬁatg\évr?éezr(}(r)%atment plant (WWTP), scheduled fOFnent Act, the responsibility of designing positions and filling them
Victor Harbor WWTP — the letting of a build, own, operate and is held by the Chief Executive of the Department.

transfer contract has been approved by Cabinet. The project will

include a reuse scheme. POLICE RECORDS

$14.3 million Whyalla WWTP and reuse scheme is expected to

be completed by June 2005. In reply toHon A.J. REDFORD (14 October 2003).

Plants completed include: TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: The Minister for Police has

$38 million Bolivar WWTP dissolved air flotation and filtration grovided the following information:
plant completed in 2002, providing reuse treated effluent to th The Commissioner of Police has advised that the release of

Virginia Pipeline Scheme for irrigation. . h 8 . 3

$7%l miIIiorE) Bolivar WWTP comgleted in 2002, involving the lnforpatlgn hEIdf k?nyOutr}AuerailsingycetzéS%P(l_)L) IzgtO\{ggnlethy
y o e Freedom of Information Ac , the Police Ac , the

upgrade to the treatment process to reduce odour emissions fr blic Sector Management Act 1995, the Police (Complaints and

the Bolivar plant. This was completed on schedule. P A _
$31 million Glenelg WWTP completed in October 2002. %?gpllnary Proceedings) Act 1985, and complementary Regula

$11 million Christies Beach WWTP completed in July 2002. - . )
$7.75 million Port Pirie WWTP completed in December 2003, _ SPecifically, SAPOL employees are permitted, and authorised,
$10.4 million Heathfield WWTP completed in early 2004 access to police records only if they have a legitimate reason to do
5. What agreement exists between SA Water Corporation and so and that access relates to their responsibilities. Regulation 20 of
P ; ’ : the Police Regulations requires sworn members of SAPOL and
gxg:}gger\ﬁgtffeg f%‘?’tr]fg;c)ti%] Ide?gf?glr?égﬁ% %?gcﬁfgféﬁfggg police cadets to treat information obtained by SAPOL as confidential

; emen i ; ; and to only obtain access in the proper execution of their policing
g?&gtugéﬁggm?pmgr;ggg&magﬁ&ﬂg%bﬂ ?nrd?,nw?; T)%erpg}g duties. For Public Sector Management Act employees, Section 57(g)
to United Water under these agreements; and how do these fees of the Act prohibits disclosure except as authorised in a number of
compareto what is commercially availableto the marketplacewith ~ SPECific circumstances. _
consulting engineering practices and local contractors? _In respect to information released by SAPOL relating to

The head agreement for the contract with United Water was foMinisterial inquiries, the release of such information is conducted
the provision of operations and maintenance services and proje#ith due regard to SAPOL's lawful responsibilities. Such informa-
management services excluding the design component. In Septemi§i@n is only released by SAPOL following consideration of the
1997, a variation agreement added design services to the projeg#bject matter with respect to operational contingencies, privacy
management services already provided under the head agreemeg@ncerns, Freedom of Information considerations, factuality,

The fees paid to United Water for project management servicekegislative constraints, requirements of the Police (Complaints and
for 2002-03 totalled $11.1 million. The amounts to be paid in futurePisciplinary Proceedings) Act, and the nature or background of the
years will depend on the number and size of the projects undertakdgduest (i.e. constituent inquiry, briefing paper, media inquiry,
by United Water. Parliamentary question).

The ACEA 2002 publication “Guideline Fee Scales for Con-  No information will be released without a lawful and appropriate
sulting Engineering Services” indicated that fees on projects of lesgistification for such being presented.
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HEALTH SECTOR
Inreply toHon. R.I. LUCAS (2 June).

with a year to date average for 2003-04 of 525. | can assure the
Honourable member that SA Lotteries has no plans in place to either
reduce, or expand, its network to any significant extent in the

TheHon. P. HOLL OWAY: The following companiesreceived foreseeable future.

a 50% subsidy up to a maximum of $4 000 for Export Market
Development by exhibiting at the Medica Trade Show 2003 in
Dusseldorf Germany as part of the Australian stand.

True Life Anatomy Pty Ltd $4 000
Soniclean Pty Ltd $4 000
Patient Safety International Pty Ltd $3677
Austofix $4 000
Jackson Care Technologies Pty Ltd $3976
Norseld Pty Ltd $4 000
Best Friend Magnetic Products Pty Ltd ~ $4 000
Micronix Pty Ltd $1 365
Derma Pharmaceuticals Pty Ltd $4 000.

SNOWTOWN NEWSAGENCY

Inreply toHon. J.S.L. DAWKINS (27 May).
In reply toHon. NICK XENOPHON (27 May).

REGIONAL FACILITATION GROUPS

In reply toHon. J.S.L. DAWKINS (29 March).

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: The Minister for Administrative
Services has provided the following information:

1. The role of Regional Facilitation Groups is to facilitate public
sector interagency communication, coordination and cooperation.
The coordination of the Regional Facilitation Groups on behalf of
the Senior Management Council is appropriately being undertaken
by the Department for Administrative and Information Services.

2. Regional Faciltiation Groups have made a practice of inviting
bodies such as local government and regional development boards
to contribute to their deliberations on issues, and will continue to do
so. In addition, linkages have been established between the Regional
Facilitaltion Groups and the Regional Communities’ Consultative
Council.

In reply toHon. J.F. STEFANI (27 May).

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: The Treasurer has provided the
following information:

The Snowtown Newsagency has been a member of the SA
Lotteries agency network since 1990.

o SArI]_otteries does not transfer agencitleds. 'rI]'herefore in late 20|0?;j

when the Snowtown Newsagency was sold, the new owners applie
for, and were subsequently granted, an SA Lotteries agency. All new STATUTESAMENDMENT (CO-MANAGED
agents entering into an agreement with SA Lotteries are required to PARKS) BILL
install a standard SA Lotteries shop fit-out (ie SA Lotteries Corpo-
rate fit-out) and the Snowtown Newsagency is no exception. Adjourned debate on second reading.

Indicative costings relating to agency establishment fees and the (Continued from 3 June. Page 1798.)
corporate fit-out requirements were advised to the proprietors of the
Snowtown Newsagency prior to application, as they are to all parties . -
interested in obtaining an SA Lotteries’ agency. These costings and . TheHon. C_ARO_L I N_E S_CHAEFER' The Liberal _Party
requirements were then fully detailed throughout the application anwill be supporting this bill without amendment. The bill seeks
agreement process. to do two things. It primarily seeks to hand over in fee simple

Any new agency, that is one that has not previously been ghe title to what is commonly known as ‘the unnamed park’

member of the SA Lotteries network, is required to install the . . .
corporate fit-out prior to start up of their agency. So that SAto the management of the Maralinga Tjarutja people. The

Lotteries’ customers are notinconvenienced, those agents that haWnamed Conservation Park is on the Western Australian-
taken on an agency that has previously been part of the networi§outh Australian border and occupies some 20 000 square
such as the Snowtown Newsagency, have three months pogfiometres of land, including the Serpentine Lakes—which,

establishment, in which to complete the installation of the SA
Lotteries standard corporate fit-out. as anyone who has knowledge of that area would know, are

The Agent Agreement, which details all SA Lotteries’ businessvery much dry lakes. Itis probably one of the least inhabited
requirements, including the installation of the corporate fit-out, isand habitable areas in Australia—certainly, in South Aust-
provided to all approved applicants. In accordance with theralia. However, the Serpentine Lakes have considerable

Franchising Code of Conduct all applicants are required to take 14 ditional value to the Maralinga Tjarutja people, and there
days to review the documentation and seek legal advice before ho beli h hofth d ’ k should
entering into any Agent Agreement with SA Lotteries. are many who believe that much of the unnamed park shou

The proprietors of the Snowtown Newsagency sought legahave been included in the Maralinga Lands Act when it was
advice in relation to the SA Lotteries’ Agent Agreement prior to its originally proclaimed. As | understand it, discussions have

execution. i i
| have been advised that SA Lotteries has no plans to termina been taking place since as far back as 1984 for the unnamed

the Snowtown Newsagency at this time despite them having not ygiark to be managed by the Aboriginal people of that region.
installed an agreed corporate fit-out, and therefore, there is no need The bill seeks for co-management by a government
for me to seek the intervention of the Treasurer in this matter. Neverauthority and the traditional landowners. However, my

theless, for consistency across the network of 527 outlets, thgnderstanding is that the Maralinga Tjarutja people will have
majority of which are small businesses, it is important that theﬁhe majority of people on the board that is formed for the

owners of the business abide by the Agent Agreement into whic . -
they willingly entered. y g g management of the park and that the chair of that board will

For this reason, SA Lotteries has worked closely with thebe a member of that Aboriginal community. A park manage-
Snowtown Newsagency to install a corporate fit-out that meets SAnent plan will have to be prepared and, as | said, that will be

Lotteries standard requirements but is affordable to the owners. iAri ; ; ;
understand that a more accurate quote sourced by the proprietorsrlcr}fémag(ad by a majority of Maralinga Tjarutja people. The

the Snowtown Newsagency for the installation of a corporate fit-oupoard will be able to be dissolved by the Governor, but only
is approximately $10 725 GST inclusive, not the $19 000 as quotetf the Unnamed Conservation Park is abolished and the
by the honourable member. minister is satisfied that action is required due to continued

In response to the supplementary questions, | advise that thetgj| re by the board to discharge its duties.

is a simple answer to the question raised in this house on 27 May - - .
2004. No, there has been no change in policy by SA Lotteries so that . Staffing levels for the board will be determined by the

itis part of a more aggressive advertising or marketing campaign th&ninister, but the government has promised to employ two
would, in turn, impact on small business in regional communities.rangers and allocate $200 000 per year for five years towards
| advise the honourable member that SA Lotteries’ network haghe management of the park. | would be interested in

remained consistent for a number of years. By way of example, P o : o
at 30 June 2002, there were 525 businesses comprising the taining some additional detail from the minister as to what,

Lotteries agency network across South Australia, and as at 30 Ju#fé fact, that $1 million dollars will be spent on. | asked
2003, there were 522. There are currently 527 SA Lotteries’ agentwhether it would be used, for instance, to improve access




2004 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL Monday 19 July 2004

roads for those few people who either visit or travel throughment of the day. Public access to the unnamed park will
that country, and | was assured that it would not. | know thatemain the same as it is. My understanding is that mining
that country is unwatered and, therefore, it is very muclaccess will be subject, under any of these three different types
uninhabitable at this stage. | would be interested to know justf park, to the permission of the owners. In this case, that will
what that $200 000 per year for five years will be used forbe the traditional owners.
| hope that it will be used for co-management of the parkin  Currently, no mining is allowed in the Unnamed
the park, not in an office in Adelaide. Conservation Park, so what applies now will continue.
The Auditor-General will annually audit the accounts of However, | think these are some of the issues of which people
the board, and an annual report will be tabled in the parliashould be aware when we agree to pass this legislation.
ment. However, the appointment process of national park&lthough most of us welcome handing over the title of the
wardens will change under this act. They will have limitedUnnamed Conservation Park to the Maralinga Tjarutja
powers, which may vary from park to park. | do not personalpeople, it will be interesting to see the long-term effects of
ly know Mr Archie Barton, but | think one could say that he this template legislation. | support the second reading.
has been the leader of the Maralinga Tjarutja people for many
years. | know this is something that has been very close to his TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal
heart and | am pleased to see that this park will be manageifffairs and Reconciliation): | thank members for their
by the Maralinga Tjarutja people. | wish them well in the contribution. The Hon. Sandra Kanck raised the issue of why
future because of it. the Unnamed Conservation Park is to be retained under the
However, the other side to this bill is that it is generic National Parks and Wildlife Act, rather than under the
legislation which provides a framework for future hand-oversWilderness Protection Act, as recommended by the Wilder-
of any park throughout South Australia under a co-managedess Advisory Committee’s 1996 report. The government’s
agreement. My understanding is that previously such apommitment to hand back the Unnamed Conservation Park
agreement would necessarily have come back to thkas been on the basis that the park will retain its current status
parliament. This will now change. | think that this is the partunder the National Parks and Wildlife Act. This designation
of the bill which is less understood. This is a template whichprovides the appropriate framework for the traditional owners
will be used from now on for any such co-managed parko manage the park. The Wilderness Advisory Committee
agreement. Because this was a hybrid bill, a select committgeepared a report in 1996 on the Unnamed Conservation Park,
was set up in the House of Assembly in October 2003. Sadlyvhich was released for public consultation in 2001. Given the
the majority of the committee decided not to call anysubsequentcommitmentto hand back the Unnamed Conser-
witnesses, and so it had a very rapid passage, and its repagtion Park to the Aboriginal traditional owners, the commit-
is equally brief. | say sadly— tee agreed not to submit its final recommendations to the
The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting: minister on whether to proceed with the wilderness proposal
TheHon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER: Thatisright. Isay until after the hand-back of the park.
sadly, because there is not a great deal of knowledge among With regard to the management plan, since the bill was
the general public or even within the parliament of the hugepassed in the other place there have been some discussions
vast area that the unnamed park occupies—let alone thie relation to clause 25(1) between state officials and
unnamed park combined with the Maralinga lands. Nor do representatives of the Aboriginal Legal Rights Movement.
think the possibilities of such a generic piece of legislationThis clause of the bill amends section 38 of the act to provide
have been fully explored. So, | was disappointed that théor a plan of management to be prepared for a co-managed
select committee in another place chose to have no witnesspark as soon as practicable and after making the co-
and one or two meetings and to table a report that perhagsanagement agreement for that park with the traditional
reflects that amount of inquiry. owners. However, proposed subsection (1a) provides that the
The minister's department again afforded me a briefingMinister for Environment and Conservation need not prepare
so | asked a number of questions which | need to put on tha new plan where one is already in existence for the park. |
record about how this legislation will operate with regard tonow wish to clarify the government’s approach in those
future co-management agreements. My understanding is theitcumstances.
there are three types of park within the state which could be Where a co-management agreement points to deficiencies
affected by this legislation: one is a Crown owned park whichin the way in which the existing plan of management
would remain cooperatively managed with or without aprovides, or fails to provide, for the protection of Aboriginal
board. My understanding is that in each of these cases the dorterests, it is intended that management plans will be
management agreement would be triggered by a request lynended to address these deficiencies as soon as practicable.
the Aboriginal community in the area. The second, | underAny revision would pay particular attention to those interests
stand, would be where existing freehold already belongs taentified in proposed new co-managed parks division 6A. |
Aborigines who want to declare a park to be co-managedm also pleased to confirm the government’s interest in
within that freehold area. That would obviously be managedhegotiating indigenous land use agreements to deal with
by majority of the Aborigines who own freehold title in that native title issues in relation to national parks. In appropriate
region and would be board managed. circumstances, it is hoped that these initiatives may be able
In the case of the unnamed park, it consists of a hand-badk work together to provide for recognition of indigenous
of the existing Crown owned park, and that is why it had tointerests in national parks and conservation parks.
come before the parliament and why the board structure had In regard to the government’s amendment to permits, |
to be implemented. My understanding is that this legislatioralso foreshadow | will move an amendment regarding
does not cover regional reserves and that traditional huntingection 69 permits under the National Parks and Wildlife Act
and gathering in co-managed parks will be controlled by thd972. This matter was considered in another place but was
board, but that any other actions must conform with thavithdrawn pending clarification of the member for Daven-
management plan which has been presented to the govemert's queries regarding the nature of the permits. The
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member also queried what activities the board could prevent TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: The $200000 will be

in the Unnamed Conservation Park by not issuing a permibngoing. Itis to be used to employ rangers and other staff. It
The proposed amendment to section 69 is necessary becauseglso to assist in the removal of weeds and feral animals,
as it currently stands, the act does not contemplate permitosts for the board and administration by the board, facilities
being granted by a co-management board. The bill contenfer access, and some roads in the park that would be required
plates certain permits being issued by a co-management bodt visitor facilitation. My understanding is that there would
for a park, and the amendment reflects this. be no major roads encouraging broad access of the fairly

Section 69 provides the framework for granting permits.modest roads for four-wheelers, and for the traditional owners
The permit which may be granted by the board will beto facilitate their access and entry. It is also for equipment,
established by regulation. Itis intended that a board for a cosehicles, radio, etc.
managed park would have similar powers to those grantedto The Hon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER: The minister has
the director by the current regulations. For example, they wilbutlined what that money will be spent on: how does the
provide for the grant of permission for activities such as thegovernment perceive that that will change after five years?
use of chainsaws in the park, camping in areas other thas this going to be ongoing funding or is there—as | interpret-
those set aside for camping and the use of certain vehicles &d at the briefing—to be some effort to access, perhaps, some
the park. The power to grant other permits remains with théorm of tourism or something that would generate some
minister and is not affected by the bill, for example, harvestincome so that after the five year period there would be an
ing of animals or plants, ‘take from the wild’ permits and element of self-funding of the co-managed park? | fail to see
scientific permits. what will happen at the end of the five years.

With respect to mining, the bill does not affect mining  TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: There is concern, and there
access to the Unnamed Conservation Park. No mining isas been concern over a period of time, about the ability of
currently permitted within the park and, as agreed betweethe lands to generate income. That will be worked out with
the government and the future Aboriginal owners, thes¢he board as to what activities would be acceptable to them
arrangements will not change. For parks that remain Crowrto generate income. Tourism may be one avenue, and | know
owned land, managed through a co-management board, ttteat in other parts of the AP lands agistment is considered
existing provisions under the National Parks and Wildlife Actfrom time to time. | am not saying that that—
for mining access will continue to apply. For parks consti-  The Hon. Caroline Schaefer interjecting:
tuted of Aboriginal-owned land, existing provisions apply =~ The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: They will just get used to
and, in addition, section 43 of the National Parks and Wildlifeeating sand and then they will die! It will be one of those
Act will be amended so that a proclamation to allow forissues that will be worked out by the traditional owners in
mining must not be made except with the agreement of theonjunction with board members to try to encourage forms
registered proprietor of the land. This process would also takef activities that do generate income. As the honourable
into account existing legislative regimes which may apply tomember indicates through her replies and interjections, those
the land and, if necessary, involve the parliamentin enablingpportunities may be very limited, so the ongoing commit-
amendments to those applicable acts. ment will possibly have to be of commonwealth and state

As to third party interests, in regard to the Unnamedactivities like weed removal programs and the removal of
Conservation Park, the only third party rights that currentlyferal animals that do attract commonwealth and sometimes
exist relate to commercial tourism. These rights have beestate grants. Sometimes local Aboriginal communities are
preserved. The intention of the scheme outlined in thisble to attract grant funding for the protection of native
legislation for future co-managed parks is to involve indigen-animals through CDEP and other activities. The management
ous interests in all aspects of land and cultural managemerdf the park may in itself bring about applications for funding
There is no intention to restrict any existing third party rightsregimes that are not able to be attracted as yet. We can only
over any park considered for co-management. The govertope that when the board is set up those applications will lead
ment is aware of the concerns indicated by the Soutlo funding support to properly manage the parks.

Australian Chamber of Mines and Energy (SACOME) in  TheHon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER: Just so that | have
relation to mining and has held discussions with it on thesghis clear and that it is on the record, is the $200 000 per year
concerns. The government is prepared to enter into for five years that is referred to solely state government
memorandum of understanding with SACOME to ensure thafunding? And is there, in fact, an anticipation that that will
adequate consultation is undertaken on mining access and theed to be ongoing funding ad infinitum, or certainly for as
preparation of park management plans. long as is needed, given that it is unlikely that that particular

| will reply to the honourable member’s questions in park will become self-funded?
relation to the funding allocated when we deal with clause 1. TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: The commitment is for the
However, my understanding is that it is for staff and other$200 000 to be committed in an ongoing way as needed. That
management regimes in an ongoing way. | will get a moravould be reviewed from time to time.
detailed— Clause passed.

The Hon. Caroline Schaefer interjecting: Clauses 2 to 34 passed.

TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: Vehicles, and there are other  New clauses 34A, 34B and 34C.
ongoing on-road costs on top of that; but | will get those TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: | move:

details— ) Page 21, after line 23—Insert:
TheHon. Caroline Schaefer: On road what, though?  34A—Amendment of section 69—Permits
TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: | will provide a more (1) Section 69—delete ‘Minister’ wherever occurring and
i i substitute ‘relevant authority’
detailed reply when we deal with clause 1. (2) Section 69(2a)—delete ‘Minister’s’ and substitute ‘relevant

Bill read a second time. authority’s’

In committee. Section 69—after subsection (7) insert:
Clause 1. (8) In this section—
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relevant authority means— slowly (as my colleague the Hon. Robert Lawson has said),
(a) inrelation to a permit issued by, or to be issued by, athey have been considerably more successful than the court
ﬁ?té”;%?i%%ﬂ;g;?g‘xgefgrl:n%‘)j{‘hﬁ‘e”ggfen?a%aggecnagrs]i'(:ases which have surrounded native title claims. They are
board for the park; or agreements reached between the holder of the land title (in
(b) in any other case—the Minister. this case the pastoralists) and the Aboriginal people who have
34B—Amendment of section 70A—Failure to comply with authority g traditional native claim for traditional activities on that land;

Subiﬁ&fit‘éf‘ 70A(2)—delete ‘or the Minister under this act’ and gnq they have been voluntarily entered into. So far there have

, the Minister or a co-management board under this Act or otheP€EN two mining ILUAs, one local government ILUA, and
law this year one pastoral ILUA in relation to Todmorden Station.
34C—Amendment of section 71—Duplicate _ They have been supported by the Chamber of Mines, the
) Sebc“‘?“ 7}(1|)—de'eteh"\"!”',5ter' wherever occurring and Farmers Federation, local government, the fishing industry
o) Ssléciitgﬁt?lfgf\{gptsﬁgtse%rt'i%'n (2) insert: and the Aboriginal Legal Rights Movement. However, this
(3) In this section— amendment seeks to give access to a particular group of
relevant authority means— Aboriginal people.
(a) in relation to a co-managed park constituted of | think everyone knows that our state Constitution allows
%?%'g'gg:ﬁvgped land—the co-management boardAbgr_iginal people onto any land to conduct traditional
(b) in any other case—the Minister. activities—and has done so possibly since the writing of the

, . . nstitution, but certainly soon after that. | understand that
The government’s proposed amendment regarding SeCt'OnS%)ht is exclusive to South Australia. This particular amend-

permits under the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972 wa ment is more prescrintive. In the case of Todmorden Station
withdrawn in the House of Assembly pending clarification., : P Iptve. :

of the member for Davenport’s queries regarding the naturcg Is a voluntary agreement bet\_/veen the pastoraligtg, who have
of permits. He also queried what activities the board could@S€" there for many generations, and an Aboriginal group
prevent in the Unnamed Conservation Park for not using g/hlch has trad_monal ties there and W_hlch has been there for
permit. The proposed amendment to section 69 is necessalAnY generations. | understand that it has been reached as a

because, as it currently stands, the act does not contemplé ult of a great deal of cooperation between both groups.

: . . My part in this bill is to move some amendments as a
ermits being granted by a co-management board. The bil| . .
Eowever, cor?te?mplates gertain permigi]s being issued by a ¢ bsult of this Pastoral Land Management and Conservation

management board for a park. The amendment reflects tht %3%?96(12?]2? 'GA ﬁﬁrfgr?;tﬁgrer}ggen.ttshvr\’:r:rr(;]?c;/gg)gz
Section 69 provides a framework for granting permits. A : unni P Wi 9

permit which may be granted by the board will be establishedSS€SSmMents and management assessments on pastoral
by regulation. It is intended that a board for a co-manage ountry. Since that time discussions have taken place between

park would have similar powers to those granted to th edepzj_\rtment, Mr Gunn and me. The amendments that | will
director by the current regulations. For example, they will e moving have been reached by way of consensus and

provide for the grant of permission for activities such as th Coroepﬁﬁlgzd vacgﬁlér;ﬁé ﬁﬁgﬁlglyir?c?h ?ﬁé rr;(r);/ee izvg dis
use of chainsaws in the park, camping in areas other tha MOre COMMONSENSE S ’stem 0]}’ astoral Iy‘and mpana ement
those set aside for camping, and the use of certain vehiclés y P 9 )

in the park. The power to grant other permits remains with_ | ¢ amendments allow for a pool of persons—up to six—
the minister and is not affected by the bill, for example, 0 be appointed by the minister. Their role will be virtually

harvesting of animals plants, take from the wild permits anahat of mediators for pastoralists who request assistance in the
scientific permits ' case of their being at odds with an assessment made on their

New clauses inserted property. They will need to request that assistance in writing
' within 60 days. The minister must, unless he considers their
Clause 35 passed. L ; ;
application to be frivolous, appoint one member of the pool

Title passed. to provide assistance to that lessee. The lessee may request
Bill reported with amendments; committee’s report p 8 g : y req
adopted. one of the pool of six to assist them, unless there is an

obvious conflict of interest between the person requested out

Bill read a third time and passed. of the pool and the person who has requested their assistance.

PASTORAL LAND MANAGEMENT AND The member of the pool must inform the minister in writing
CONSERVATION (MISCELLANEOUS) if there is any such conflict and must report to the minister for
AMENDMENT BILL variations that are requested within the assessment of the
pastoral act.
Adjourned debate on second reading. Certainly, | have been involved in discussions for a long
(Continued from 24 June. Page 1811.) time between pastoralists and pastoral assessors whose job

it is to assess the state of that particular lease, the stocking
TheHon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER: This is one of rates that are applicable at any given time, areas that have to
those measures where the duties of the shadow ministelbe set aside for regeneration, and so on. It has been a point
overlap. Although this is an amendment to the Pastoral Landf conflict between pastoralists and departmental officers for
Management and Conservation Act, it largely amends tha long time, and the long-held criticism has been that many
purposes of indigenous land use agreements, and therefartthe suggestions made do not take into account local know-
the bulk of this bill has been managed by the Hon. Roberiedge. For a long time there has been a move to have peer
Lawson, who | am sure will be here soon. group assessment. By far, the majority of pastoralists are very
I will speak briefly about the ILUAs. The ILUAs were careful about their management and quite possessive of the
first introduced into this place by the Hon. Trevor Griffin, management of that country, and they understand very well
who was an enthusiastic proponent of indigenous land udeow fragile it is. Perhaps no-one is a harsher critic of
agreements. While they have progressed extraordinariljomeone who overstocks than a neighbouring pastoralist.
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This is a move part-way. The pool of up to six people to beof the seven doctors on the board are elected at large and the
appointed after consultation with the Farmers Federation angmainder are appointed by the minister to represent the
the Conservation Council are to be people who have aublic health system, Adelaide and Flinders universities (two
practical understanding and interest in pastoral matters. Theyositions) and other ministerial appointments. The AMA still
may not be public servants. However, a number of membensants at least one representative on the board.
of the Pastoral Board—some pastoralists and other public The AMA is concerned that private hospitals, rural GPs
servants—are ready to retire and would make eminentlgand practising doctors, as opposed to academics or adminis-
suitable members of this panel. trators, may not be represented at all. In that respect, the
They would be the sort of people whom | would hope theopposition shares the concerns expressed by the AMA, and
minister would take into account as being suitable to go onve have filed some amendments in relation to that issue. Our
to this panel to assist pastoralists who find the mire oproposal is to have one representing the AMA, four elected
paperwork difficult and who sometimes simply want aby doctors, one representing the universities and one
sympathetic ear between them and the department so they cappointed by the minister. We would also seek to have a
argue their case. | remember one instance of a pastoraligtquirement that at least one must be a GP and that there be
coming to me because he had been told that he was oveat least one from each of the public and private hospital
stocking, but what had happened was that the particular arégctors, and at least four of the doctors must be practising
that had been singled out had been flooded. So, what looketdctors.
like a very badly overstocked area was in fact creek sand The composition of the Medical Professional Conduct
wash, and what was needed there was a realignment of sorfiibunal would be amended to include two of the eight
fencing without necessarily altering the stocking rate. Thatloctors appointed by the AMA, whereas the current bill has
is an example of the sort of thing that members of this panghe minister selecting all eight doctors. Both the 2001 and
will be able to argue, with their local and practical know- 2004 bills require medical students to be registered without
ledge, to the minister. My understanding is that they will havdee. The AMA argues for no student registration, but the
a reasonably direct track to the minister. My second readinlyledical Board supports that proposition and, indeed, the
speech has, in fact, been my explanation of the amendmeragposition has come to the conclusion that it will support the
that | will be moving, but the rest of the bill is in the far more bill in that respect. The AMA has asked for a number of other
capable hands of the shadow attorney-general. minor amendments for the purpose of clarification, and these
are generally supported.
TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO secured the adjournment  There were three main issues of concern for the Medical
of the debate. Board. First, under this new legislation, private and public
hospitals are excluded from the definition of a medical
service provider and, therefore, are outside the jurisdiction of

MEDICAL PRACTICE BILL the Medical Board. The opposition proposes to amend this by

deleting the exemption for these hospitals in the bill. The

Adjourned debate on second reading. Medical Board has been told that they cannot charge a
(Continued from 27 May. Page 1634.) registration fee for medical service providers. Both the AMA

and the Medical Board agree that the registration fee would

TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: On behalf of the opposition, have to be charged to the medical service providers to cover
| rise to support this bill. A similar bill was introduced by the the cost of registering and disciplining these providers. |
former government in 2001 and this bill, with some few understand that that issue was clarified in another place.
exceptions, reflects the substance of that bill. Indeed, itis a The third issue relates to provisions for communicable
bill that has been sought for some considerable time by disease testing in the 2001 bill. There was a mandatory
range of stakeholders, including the Medical Board and theequirement for blood tests annually upon registration. The
Australian Medical Association (or the AMA, as it is more current bill does not give the board any power, on one reading
commonly known). The bill regulates a very importantof the clause (and I think that there is an issue of interpreta-
profession, the medical profession in this state and, on behaibn in relation to this), to test for communicable diseases.
of the opposition, | acknowledge the work that the medicalThe board would like the power to demand the testing of
profession does on behalf of the community and the higlioctors where there is suspicion of a blood-borne disease.
professional standards under which its members carry otthe current provision requiring a statutory declaration of
their work in terms of both the quality and the amount ofmedical fitness to practise is, in the opposition’s view, not
work they do. I would also like to thank the minister’s staff strong enough and the opposition proposes an amendment to
for the briefing that they gave me. It was an open, frank angive the Medical Board the power to demand testing of
constructive meeting. | thank Lee Wightman, in particularmedical practitioners. There are also some issues regarding
for her patience with respect to some of the sillier questionghe insurance of doctors and the requirements in that respect,
that | might have put to her. answers to questions and the concept of self-incrimination in

The bill has a number of substantial changes, including theslation to investigations and the duty to supply a blood test,
composition of the Medical Board and the tribunal, differentwhich | touched on briefly.
requirements for determining fitness to practise and the In my briefing with officers from the minister's depart-
exclusion of public institutions under the definition of ment four issues were identified. First, there was the defini-
medical service providers. There has been consultation wittion of medical service. A suggestion was made that some
the AMA, the Medical Board of South Australia and other providers such as Anglicare and the like might be caught by
community groups. Both bodies have raised concerns aboour amendments. They indicated to me that they are working
the bill. The AMA concerns include the removal of any on an alternative solution, and | look forward to being in a
representation from the AMA on the Medical Board or on theposition to consider the government’s response to that in due
Medical Professional Conduct Tribunal. Under the bill, twocourse.
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Secondly, there are issues of insurance. | understand that As the opposition spokesperson noted, the government
the government is again seeking advice, and | am not sureill move amendments to accommodate some matters
whether or not it is proposing amendments. Thirdly, indiscussed in the debate on the bill in another place. | will
relation to infection control and the requirement to providemove those amendments shortly. The government appreciates
blood tests, | understand the government is also seekirthe support for this bill and thanks members for that support.
further advice on that. Again, | look forward to its responseln relation to the first amendment, the opposition questioned
in relation to that. Finally, | understand that the governmenthe fact that the bill would allow the board to establish a
is looking at the issue of legal professional privilege and selfeommittee without a member of the board on the committee.
incrimination in clause 85. The government is currentlyThe opposition’s concerns relate to accountability. While the
seeking crown law advice about that and, again, | loolgovernment does not believe accountability would be
forward to the advice on that. compromised, it also has no objection to amending the bill

I support the bill. | think that we should be able to procesgo put the matter beyond doubt by requiring any committee
this bill in a relatively straightforward way when we get to to include a board member.
the committee stage, notwithstanding certain differences in In relation to the second amendment, the opposition was
views about some issues in relation to the bill. concerned that a board committee could establish its own

procedures in the absence of any such procedures set by the

TheHon. R.K. SNEATH secured the adjournment of the board. Again, the government has no objection to addressing
debate. the opposition’s concern by amending the bill to require

committees to follow procedures determined by the board.
Consequently, those two amendments will be included in the

STATE PROCUREMENT BILL amendments that | will move.
) ] Bill read a second time.
Adjourned debate on second reading. In committee.
(Continued from 24 June. Page 1832.) Clause 1.

o o TheHon. NICK XENOPHON: | have a question for the
TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal  minister, but | do not expect that it will necessarily be
Affairs and Reconciliation): | thank all members for their answered at this stage. It is relevant to how this bill will
contributions. I acknowledge contributions by the oppositiorpperate in one aspect of procurement of government services.
and the Democrats in the second reading of the bill and thankndicate that | support the bill and its principles as enunciat-
them for their support. | have noted the comments madgd by the minister. | have one particular question that | would
about the conduct of the public sector procurement andjke answered. | understand if it cannot be answered now, and
whilst the government does not necessarily agree with all thedo not wish to hold up the passage of this bill. It is some-
views expressed, | am pleased there is broad agreement ging that was alluded to by the Hon. Mr Lawson in terms of
the principles underlying this legislation. The Hon. Robertthe travel expenses of public servants. That is a very signifi-
Lawson stated that the bill does not make any substantiglant expense.
alterations to the eXiSting prOCUrement regime. In faCt, there | note that in recent media reports a senior executive com-
are several aspects yvhere the bill will contribute to significanplained that Virgin Blue was not getting a fair share of the pie
change, and | will give some examples. of government travel, and he was not referring to South
The bill clearly states the underlying principles of Australia but to other states. Will the minister advise how this
procurement being value for money, ethical fair treatment obill will make a difference in ensuring that we get the best
participants, probity, accountability and transparency impossible deal for taxpayers in terms of the most economic
procurement. The bill clearly places the accountability forfares and the best value for money for air travel for public
efficient and cost-effective management of procurement oBervants and members of parliament? How will this bill affect
principal officers such as chief executives. The bill places ahat requirement for government with respect to the provision
specific requirement on the State Procurement Board tef airline services for public servants and members of
facilitate strategic procurement rather than merely agreeingarliament? If the minister is not able to answer those
to have regard for government policy. These provisions geuestions now, will he give an undertaking that they will be
beyond rhetoric and have a fundamental impact upon thgnswered promptly? Further, is the minister aware of the
culture of procurement. criticism of the senior Virgin Blue executive? If not, will he
The Hon. Robert Lawson asked for an estimate of the@espond in due course to the concerns raised by Virgin Blue
current total the state government spends on procurement atitht it is not getting a fair deal in the provision of such
a breakdown of that spending into services, goods angervices in respect of its competition with Qantas in deliver-
consultancy services. | am advised that the State Suppiyig the best value for money for taxpayers in this state?
Board reported on these matters in its 2002-03 annual report. TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: The principle involved is that
The board advised that agencies reported total spending @fe have a whole of government contract, about which I can
$1.878 billion on goods and services in 2002-03. Of thatbring back more details for the honourable member. We have
approximately 23 per cent was for goods; 1 per cent was faa contract with a travel agent who shoots for the lowest fares
consultancy services; and 76 per cent was for other servicesf the day and is not restricted to a particular airline. How-
The Hon. lan Gilfillan made references to public sectorever, | will obtain more details, and | would be interested in
information technology managers always specifying Intethose, too.
central processors and computer equipment. | am advised TheHon. R.D. LAWSON: Will the minister indicate
that, while there was a time when Intel was specified, this hawhether the government has undertaken any cost benefit
changed. Suppliers are now able to offer AMD centralanalysis of this measure and, in particular, whether it is
processor options, and IT managers are free to purchasevisaged that, as a result of the passage of this bill and the
AMD manufactured central processors. improvements envisaged to flow from it, there will be savings
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to the South Australian taxpayer? If so, what is the likely  That, for the purposes of section 14 of the Botanic Gardens and
order of those savings? If the benefits are not purely financiaptate Herbarium Act 1978, this council resolves that the board of the

1 i ) Botanic Gardens and State Herbarium n ay dispose of any interest
what benefits does the government see for this measure in, and be divested of any control of, any of the following land:

TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: The process should provide certificate of Title Register Book Volume 5862, Folio 262 (formerly
confidence in dealing with the supply market, and that shoullolume 4175, Folio 187); Certificate of Title Register Book Volume

lead to improved processes that allow for savings and th&133, Folio 747 (formerly Volume 4175, Folio 188).
ability to produce savings from the certainty in those (Continued from 2 June. Page 1758.)
negotiations. The second reading reply states that the
underlying principles of procurement are value for money, TheHon. A.L. EVANS: I rise to speak to this motion that
ethical and fair treatment of participants, probity, accountathis council resolve that the board of the Botanic Gardens
bility and transparency, and you can measure those principlesay dispose of the land known as Beechwood Heritage
on the way through. It is very difficult to predict what sort of Gardens at Stirling. The sale of the 10-acre garden has been
savings you would make in those areas. Certainly, having the subject of a number of letters and other correspondence
structure that supplies those sorts of certainties should givaver the last week. In particular, the Friends of Beechwood
you a guarantee of savings on the way through. Gardens have raised a number of concerns which, | believe,
TheHon. R.D. LAWSON: Will the minister indicate need to be addressed before this council should proceed to
whether this bill will have any effect on the current processvote on the motion. The garden has been a heritage asset to
to select an alternative supplier to EDS for computer and IThe state since 1981 and has apparently attracted many
services to the South Australian government? visitors over the last 25 years. | have been worried to discover
TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: The bill does not change the that there has been an apparent lack of public consultation.
process. The negotiations currently under way will have ndhe garden has been established for over 100 years and
impact on giving EDS any advantage or disadvantage.  contains many valuable heritage plantings brought from
TheHon. R.D. LAWSON: Can the minister indicate around the world.
whether the Supply Board has any role in relation to the Heritage gardens like this one are an important source of
current EDS contract replacement? older plant varieties and genetic diversity, not to mention an
TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: The information supplied to important record of our own botanical and social history. An
me is that the EDS contract process is being conducted undi@n-framed conservatory adds immeasurably to the heritage
the State Supply Board policy and framework, and the finayalue of the garden and may well be of some architectural

selection will be approved by the board. significance in its own right. One constituent has informed
Clause passed. me that the garden has featured in a number of publications
Clauses 2 to 12 passed. by virtue of its botanical value and design. Ms Elizabeth
Clause 13. Harris, a grand-daughter of the late Francis Hugh and Flora
TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: | move: Snow, the garden’s founders, has pointed to some very
Page 7, lines 9 and 10— unique features that were innovati_ve for their time. Ms I_-Iarris

Subclause (2)—delete subclause (2) and substitute: states Fhat, ‘the_ rockery is a speC|_aI featurecreated using
(2) A committee will consist of— a special technique . rarely seen in older gardens.
(a) at least one member of the Board; and There appears to be some discrepancies in the estimates

(b) such other persons as the Board thinks fit topf the costs of maintenance, with the Hon. Ms Redmond

appoint. reporting a cost of $54 000 per year whilst the minister has
Amendment carried. quoted the figure of $70 000 per year. Other figures have also
TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: | move: been mentioned. There also appears to be some controversy
Page 7, lines 15 and 16— concerning the state of repair of the gardens. Constituents
Subclause (4)(b)—delete paragraph (b). have stated that they regard the gardens to be in very good

TheHon. R.D. LAWSON: | indicate opposition support - condition and have also noted that it has been a popular venue
for this and the previous amendment. | thank the governmeri@r weddings. They have concerns that the conservatory and
for introducing these amendments which were consistent witRotting sheds are in need of restoration and that some tree
the approach adopted by opposition members in anoth&trgery is necessary. Constituents also believe that the
place. gardens have been visited by thousands of South Australians

TheHon. IAN GILFILLAN: | make the observation on and that the government may have significantly underestimat-
the record that the cooperation identified and the inspiratiofd annual visitor numbers. Constituents have said that they
of improving the legislation has been achieved in the uppelelieve the gardens have probably been visited by around
house, therefore highlighting yet again the usefulness of thé 000 people a year. The gardens have been opened for 11 to
bicameral system in South Australia. If it were to be lost thel 2 weeks of the year, and the Friends of the Garden believe

state would be much the poorer in legislation. that these times should be further extended. If the sale goes
Honour able members; Hear, hear! ahead this public access may well be reduced to about four
Amendment carried; clause as amended passed. days a year.

Remaining clauses (14 to 25), schedule and title passed. !t iS proposed that the garden be sold to the owner of
Bill reported with amendments: committee’s report B€&chwood Homes, a prominent developer who had made an

adopted. offer to purchase last year. Constituents are asking for public
Bill read a third time and passed. consultation and also for an opportunity to assess the
feasibility of transferring the garden to the National Trust or
the local council. They have informed me that at a meeting
BEECHWOOD GARDEN of the Adelaide Hills Council on 6 July 2004 a resolution was
unanimously passed to support keeping Beechwood Gardens
Adjourned debate on motion of Hon. T.G. Roberts: in public hands. | understand that the gardens were offered
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to the former Stirling Council for purchase about 10 yeargime permits, and | am happy for an undertaking from the
ago. The council was at that time unable to purchase the lankkader on behalf of the government that they will be taken on
I would be interested to know the terms of that offer andnotice and treated seriously, and that the government will
whether any new offer, in similar terms to the presentcorrespond with me during the coming seven week non-
proposal, has been made to the Adelaide Hills Council. Thearliamentary sitting period.
management and preservation of the garden would certainly When | was addressing budget matters during the Supply
be core business for the National Trust, and | would like taBill debate, | briefly made the point that, if ever you wanted
know whether any offer has been made or negotiationto be a treasurer, now was the time because the state of South
undertaken with the trust in the last 12 months or so with &ustralia in particular was awash with money. The point |
view to handing the gardens over to the trust. made was that the decisions that have to be made at this time

The sale, if approved by parliament, will then be condi-are significantly different from the decisions that needed to
tional upon the execution of the heritage agreement betwedre made during the 1990s. | do not move away from the fact
the Minister for Environment and Conservation and the newthat they are still difficult decisions but in the scheme of
owner under the Heritage Act 1993. The Minister Assistingthings they are much less difficult than the decisions that
the Minister for Environment and Conservation has stated imvere required in the 1990s when significant cuts had to be
this place: instituted right across the public sector, together with

That the heritage agreement will ensure that the house ownd¥idespread action to try to generate additional state-based
protects the heritage environmental aspects of the garden to tlievenue and income to help balance the state budget.
satisfaction of the minister, manages the garden in accordance with | seek |eave to incorporate Hansard two tables which
Emﬁrgﬁ{';gs‘ég%e&gzggiﬁpe”S the garden fo the public, and fixgg, purely statistical in nature. Table 1 shows actual revenue

: . rowth since the forward estimates included in the 2001-02

The Friends of the Garo_len have_ra|sed a n_umber of concer dget paper, and table 2 shows general government sector
about the level of certainty provided by this arrangement. {44 revenue, and | will address some comments to each of
quote from a letter sent by Ms Carina Angelo on behalf of thg,gge taples.
Friends of Beechwood Heritage Gardens: Leave granted.

No matter how detailed and stringent its provisions, the heritage Actual Revenue Growth Since Forward Estimates

agreement offers no guarantee or anything close to it, for protection : ]
of the heritage value of Beechwood Garden for future generations. Included in 2001-02 Budget Paper

Under section 32 subsection (3), The Minister may, after seeking and 2001-02 Budget Paper Actual (ohr Est Result)
considering the advice of the Authority, by agreement with the owne Estimate $ in Each Year $
of the land to which a heritage agreement applies, vary or terminatgL-02 8141m 8538m
the agreement. 02-03 8194m 9346m
Clearly the heritage agreement offers no lasting guarantee ¢3-04 8319m 9793m
what it purports to offer. It is therefore a risky agreement and cast§4-05 8470m 9997m
doubt on the future historical, heritage and botanical value of 33124m 37 674m
Beechwood Gardens. Total Revenue Growth = $4550m
| d lik h . h General Government Sector—Total Revenue
would like to have greater assurances concerning the _ difference between Budget and Actual
specific content of the heritage agreement proposal for thgg-gg +$218m 01-02 +$397m
garden and assurances that this agreement would, in fa€Q-00 + $84m 02-03 +$528m
provide a high degree of certainty that this valuable gardef0-01 + $256m 03-04 +$632m
is preserved as a heritage asset for the state for future +$558m +$1557m

generations. The government has talked a lot about honesty,
accountability and transparency in the last couple of years—
would like to see some more transparency, openness a
accountability in regard to the sale of Beechwood Heritag
Gardens.

TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: | referred to these two tables in
Supply Bill debate but it is important to put those points
n the record again in the Appropriation Bill debate. The first
able goes back to the 2001-02 budget, which was the last
budget that the former government brought down in the
The Hon. D.W. RIDGWAY secured the adjournment of Middle of 2001 for the 2001-02 financial year. As members
the debate. will know, in each budget Treasury estimates the potential
revenue for that financial year and for the next three financial
years in terms of the forward estimates. In 2001-02, the

APPROPRIATION BILL forward estimates from Treasury totalled some $33.1 billion
in terms of estimates over the four years for revenue coming
Adjourned debate on second reading. into the state budget.
(Continued from 1 July. Page 1987.) Table 1 compares that estimate done in the middle of 2001

for the financial year 2001-02 with what actually occurred in
TheHon. R.I. LUCAS (Leader of the Opposition):  2001-02 and 2002-03 and the estimated result for 2003-04
When we last met | had the early morning shift, and | agreeéind 2004-05. We have two actual figures for the first two
to place on record quickly most of the questions that | wantedinancial years and we have a pretty good estimate for
to ask in the Appropriation Bill debate, without addressing2003-04 because, when this budget was brought down, the
the macro or global issues as they relate to the Appropriatiop003-04 financial year was almost concluded, and we have
Bill debate and our state’s economy and performance.  an estimate for the 2004-05 period. When one adds up those
| do have some further questions which, at the end of myour yearly figures, one comes to a number of $37.7 billion,
comments, | will put on the record. | indicate to the Leaderand the difference is almost $4.6 billion. That is, in the
of the Government that there are some questions that coutdiddle of 2001, Treasury predicted how much revenue the
potentially be answered in the next two to three days but $tate would have to play with for a four-year period. If we
acknowledge that some of the questions will take longer thanompare what Treasury said, the difference is $4.5 billion.
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That is, the Treasurer and the Treasury are enjoying at the state budget from last year and over the next three
additional $4.5 billion over and above what was beingyears. This is money that we did not expect to get at this stage
estimated just two to three years ago. That is a very starlind it is surplus to the budget, contrary to what | know the
vindication of my claim that this state is awash with moneyTreasurer has sought to indicate to his ministers and some
at the moment. members on his backbench that in some way it is not as big

The second table indicates in more graphic detail the sames the opposition is claiming; or, indeed, the Treasury did
point. Table 2, which relates to general government sectaxpect a significant amount of this coming through and,
total revenue, shows the difference between the budget artlderefore, it is not unexpected surpluses flowing through to
actual. This table shows for the last three budgets, ththe budget which could be spent by the government in a
2001-02, 2002-03 and 2003-04 budgets, singly and indepengdarticular way.
ently, what Treasury predicted for the start of the year and The second principal reason has been property taxes and
what ended up being collected at the end of the year. It showsoperty growth as a result of the very strong economic
the error or the underestimate in terms of revenue growth fagrowth that we have seen in South Australia during that
those last three financial years. For that period, Treasurgeriod of 2000, 2001 and 2002 and flowing through to the
underestimated the state revenues by $1.5 billion. Going badarly part of 2003. | want to put on the public record, because
to the three previous years, just to do a comparison, iit has been very easy to be critical of the former
1998-99, 1999-2000 and 2000-01 the underestimate was habvernment—former premier Olsen, in particular, and the
a billion dollars—about $550 million. former Liberal government, in general—in relation to what

If we look at this last three-year period, we see that thergvas a sustained period of reconstructing the state’s finances
was additional revenue or a surplus, money to spend that yand reconstructing, together with business and industry in
did not expect to have, of $1.5 billion. For the previous threeSouth Australia, the state’s economic performance.
years it was half a billion dollars. Just looking at the three-  Certainly, some fellow travellers of the Labor government
year rolling average, there is an extra billion dollars for eacthave sought to reinvent or reconstruct history in recent times,
financial year comparing the budget estimate of that year arak the new government, particularly through 2002 and the
the actual collections. In the last three years, the underestarly part of the 2003, enjoyed some of the benefits of the
mate for 2003-04 was $632 million; the underestimate foccontinued economic growth in South Australia to indicate or
2002-03 was $528 million; and the underestimate for 2001-08nply in some way that this was the product of decisions that
was $397 million. They are very significant sums of moneyhad been taken by the new government. | think those
Here we are at the start of 2004-05 and we are being told thatiticisms—and | will have more time on another occasion to
total revenue for this financial year is estimated to bespeak to this—can be fairly directed at people such as Dick
$9 997 000 000. Going on the last three years’ rollingBlandy and John Spoehr who have sought in a number of
averages, that could be out by the order of 200, 300, 400 avays to imply that a lot of that impressive economic perform-
$500 million, and the best year, if you are treasurer, wasnce in 2002 and early 2003 was in some way due to
$632 million in 2003-04. It is probably not going to be as decisions taken by the new government.
high as that. The last three years have been very significant— | want to clarify the historical record and put on the record
$400-plus million in each of the years in terms of an undersome figures which demonstrate the state of the economy
estimate. when the government changed in March 2002 in order to put

Thatis why | have indicated in debate on both the Supplyogether, in part anyway, a clear picture of the state of the
Bill and the Appropriation Bill that this state is awash with economy at the changeover of government. | put on the
money. It is awash with money because we have the highestcord some quotes from Access Economics over a period of
taxing Premier and Treasurer in South Australia’s history. Asome 12 months during that period leading up to early 2002.
the Treasurer said, his guiding principle on these sorts oiccess Economics in December 2000 said:
issues is that he has the moral fibre to break his promises in South Australia has some claim to being Australia’s untold
relation to no new taxes, no new charges, no increases fccess story of the past few years.
taxes and no increases in government charges. His philosophyMarch 2001 Access Economics said:
is clear—he put it on the record in tansard and he has South Australia is now moving out of the list of high debt states.
not resiled from it—that he and his government have thebouth Australia’s growth of 3.3 per cent per annum over the past five
moral fibre to break their promises; and he had the effrontery/ears is second only to Victoria.
to criticise the Leader of the Opposition for not having theAgain, in June 2001 Access Economics said:
moral fibre (as the Deputy Premier would put it) to break ~Latest estimates place South Australia as the fastest growing state
promises. in the nation in the past 12 months.

This surplus of money in our state budget at present is dueseek leave to have insertedtifansard a table on GSP.
principally to two factors. One is the GST, which | will ~ The ACTING PRESIDENT (Hon. J.SL. Dawkins): Is
notaddress in any detail tonight, but, in summary, it is somé purely statistical?
$750 million over and above what we would have expected TheHon. R.I.LUCAS: Itis purely statistical.
under the old federal financing arrangements flowing through Leave granted.

Gross State Product
Chain volume percentage changes from previous ygahain volume percentage changes from previous year (per
capita basis)
2000-01 2001-02 2002-03 2000-01 2001-02 2002-03
SA 35 3.4 0.1 3.2 3.0 -0.4
AUST 2.0 3.9 2.8 0.8 2.6 15
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TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: The table shows that the gross  Leave granted.
state product, which is a measure of the economic growth of

the states compared with the national figures, demonstrates 6 d'f;f‘;’:gr‘]'é’eai‘ffr?gﬁ dOf di?f::ggégl%/nagg;i%i glfly
that in 2000-01 S.Ol,,l'[h Australia’s economy grew by 3.5 per Unemployment Rate Adjusted Unemployment
cent and Australia’'s economy grew by just 2 per cent. In between South Australian Rate between South
2001-02 South Australia’s economy grew by 3.4 per cent and and Australian Australian and

the Australian economy grew by 3.9 per cent, so at around the Unemployment Rate Australian

Unemployment Rate

national average or just under the national average. IR.. 199 19

2002-03 there was a very significant drop. It would bejyn 1999
interesting to see the 2003-04 figures. Certainly, | think itDec 1999
may be that there is some reconstruction by the Bureau @fin 2000
Statistics of the 2002-03 figure, but the table shows, neverthe:"¢ Zzggf
less, in South Australia the economy actually stopped. hac 2001
would be the first to say that | cannot blame all that on thejun 2002
new state government, but the figures show 0.1 per ceftec 2002
growth while Australia grew at 2.8 per cent. As | said, it will JUn 22%%%
be interesting to see the 2003-04 figures in order to get so erf 2004
indication of how our state has been growing compared with

the national figures. | also refer to the job growth figures at | also seek leave to have incorporatediiansard Table 5,
the time, and | seek leave to have incorporateliamsard  which is also purely statistical, on employment growth.
table No. 4 which is purely statistical. Leave granted.

=
©

Ooo0oo0OooOokRRkRREE
~NooRPMRMORPONA
Ooco0OooOokRRkRREE
~NPhPRrRPWAhoORPONDN

SA Aust NSW Vic QLD WA Tas NT ACT

Change 2003-04 financial year
Trend Full Time Employment Growth
'00d -9.1 199.1 | 40.1 68.5 69.9 21.3 5.4 0.5 2.4
% -1.8% | 3.0% 18% | 4.1% | 5.5% 3.1% 3.8% 0.7% 1.9%

Trend Total Employment Growth

‘000 -0.1 230.4 61.0 55.7 73.8 28.3 7.1 0.7 3.6
% 0.0% 2.4% 1.9% 2.4% 4.1% 2.9% 3.4% 0.8% 2.0%

TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: Table 4 is an interesting analysis higher than the national rate. In 2000 we were still 1.5 and
of South Australia’s trend unemployment rate compared td.1 per cent higher than the national rate. But then, as each
the national unemployment rate (and the seasonally adjusteik-month period went by, it came down from 1.5to 1.1 and
figures are also included). It is done on a six-month averagien 0.6 and 0.4. In the first part of 2002 it was 0.4, and in the
basis going back to December 1998. The trend figures loolast part of 2002 and the early part of 2003 it was 0.1 and
at the average unemployment rate for the first six-montlzero. Certainly, it has been—and will still be—my contention
period of the year, then the second six months, right througthat the performance of the state’s economy, by and large, on
to the first six months of 2004. It looks at the difference in thethese sorts of macro figures in the 2002 and early 2003 period
average trend unemployment rate—the unemployment figusas an overhang from the decisions of the former govern-
that comes out every month through the ABS. As | said, itmnent; from the momentum that had been built up by the
does an average over six months then compares it to tHermer government. | do not think that, even in its crazier
national figure. In the six months leading up to Decembemoments, the new government would indicate that it did
1998, South Australia’s unemployment rate, on average, wamnything in the first six or nine months in relation to econom-
1.9 per cent higher than the national unemployment rate. ic development or employment generation that would have

It was at about that time that former premier John Olserbrought about any change in these sorts of macro figures.
made what some would say was a courageous target; that However, what we have seen in the past 12 months is
South Australia’s unemployment rate should match theause for concern. Having brought our differences from a
national unemployment rate. That is why | indicated beforel.9 per cent—nearly 2 per cent—higher unemployment rate
that this notion from the Economic Development Board andlown to zero in the 12 months after the last election, all of a
the new government that the new government is the firssudden we are starting to go back the other way again. In the
government ever to set specific targets against whiclast six months of last year, it was 0.5 per cent higher than the
performance would be measured is a nonsense, particulanhational figure. In the first six months of this year it was
when one looks at the fact that some of the targets that th&@7 per cent. So, we have gone from 2 per cent above the
new government is setting are 10, 15 and 20-year targets, andtional average, over a period of hard work over four years
it does not want its first report until after the next election, inor so, down to zero and, in this first 12 months, when we are
July 2006. As | said, this was a specific target from formerstarting to see the impact of the new government’s policies
premier Olsen, who said that we ought to be targeting a staf@r lack of them), we are now seeing this matching of the
unemployment rate that is no higher, on average, than theational unemployment rate reversing. We have seenit go to,
national unemployment rate. first, a half a per cent higher and now we are almost three-

As | said, at that six-month period at the end of 1998 ouiquarters of a per cent higher than the national unemployment
average was 1.9 per cent higher than the Australian unemate when one looks at the trend figures. Table 4 also outlines
ployment rate. Through 1999 we were 1.4 and 1.2 per cernthe seasonally adjusted figures and, again, that shows (with
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some minor variations) a very similar trend. That has to benew business or what new industry has actually been attracted
if one is interested in and concerned about the performande, or established in, South Australia or has significantly
of our state’s economy compared to all the other states arekpanded and developed in the 2¥4 to 2% years of the new
the national performance, a major cause of concern. government? It was and still is very easy—I hear it on

Table 5 looks at just the past 12 months (the 2003-200#alkback radio, the ABC and various other places—to criticise
financial year). The June figures were released only recenfermer premier Olsen and the former government in relation
ly—the second week of July—so we have been able to do th® industrial development. But, it is pretty easy to recall the
most recent 12-monthly figures. Worryingly, what it showsestablishment and expansion of companies and entities such
is that, in the past 12 months, when one looks at totahs EDS, Motorola, Westpac, BT, Optus, BHP Billiton Shared
employment generation in Australia, one will see that SoutlServices Centre, Tenex, General Dynamics, Saab, BAE
Australia was the only state that lost jobs. Some 230 000 fullSystems, Amcor and JP Morgan during that period of eight
time and part-time jobs were generated in Australia in the/ears. A number of those were significant new employers in
past 12 months. Every other state generated some jobs, wiBouth Australia. They were a small number of existing
the exception of South Australia. We lost 100—which is,employers that rationalised in a nhumber of locations and
admittedly, only a small number but, as | said, every otheexpanded their South Australian operation vis-a-vis their
state saw significant growth. eastern states operation.

Queensland had growth of 73 000 new jobs, New South One good example which comes into that category is BAE
Wales had 61 000, Victoria had 55 000, Tasmania had 7 00Bystems. It existed in South Australia, and it had a choice of
and Western Australia had 28 000. We lost jobs in the lastationalising in other parts of the world or Australia but ended
12-month period. If one looks at the full-time figures (and lup rationalising and expanding in South Australia. Electrolux
will not go through them all), one will see that the figure isis another example of where plants were closed down in other
even worse and more stark. When one looks at the full-timetates, and they were encouraged to retain and slightly expand
jobs in the past 12 months, one will see that we lost 9 00@perations in South Australia. So, it is very easy to criticise
jobs. At a time when 199 000 full-time jobs were generatedormer premier Olsen and the former government about the
in Australia in the past 12 months, South Australia was thesignificant economic development which they worked hand-
only state to lose full-time jobs, and we lost 9 000 full-time in-hand with business and industry to try to develop in South
jobs in the last 12-month period. Australia.

The sad thing is that the new government (and | guess, to Certainly, my view is that in the period of the early to
be fair, all governments seek to gloss over concerns amid-1990s when we as a state were reeling with problems of
problems that may be making themselves apparent in ternise State Bank losses, SGIC and other financial scandals at
of the independent figures that have been produced) ihe time, there was a requirement for significant impetus to
seeking to look at the number of jobs that have grown sincee given—a duck shove or a push—working with business
March 2002 to say that 25 000 jobs have been created sinesd industry to try to get this state lifted up from its boot-
then. The problem with that is that all that growth occurredstraps. Certainly, my position as the former treasurer and
as a result of the momentum built up in the economy leadinghadow treasurer would be that the extent and the range of the
up to the election period. So, in the first 12 months we did sepackages that we used during that part of the middle 1990s
significant job growth. But whereas in all the other states jolwould not be the sort of thing that you would sustain into the
growth has continued at a great pace, or at a solid pace, in tlfigture. But this state needed something in the middle and late
past 12 months we have been going backwards here in Sout®90s to get us over that hump of the State Bank and the
Australia. SGIC financial scandals. It is not something you would have

Anyone who is concerned about young people and th& do for ever and a day. My position is that targeted financial
difficulty they have in terms of trying to find full-time or assistance packages through the new Department of Trade
part-time jobs needs to pull their head out of the sand andnd Economic Development can certainly be sustained if you
have a look at what those figures are demonstrating to ubave a government that is prepared to consider moving down
Perhaps oppositions are there to highlight these issues btibe path.
hopefully, there is someone awake within the government Whilst it is easy to look at those companies that | have
who is prepared to take up privately some of these issudisted in terms of being attracted to or expanding in South
within the party forums available to government membersAustralia in 1990s and up to 2002, the challenge | put to you
Whether it be the Caucus, the policy committees or, indeedp put to your friends is: can anyone name any new signifi-
the cabinet, they need to start asking the hard questions aba#nt business or employer attracted to South Australia in the
why, in the last 12 months, when one compares Soutpast two and a bit years? We can remember that we lost the
Australia’s performance with the national performance, weSAMAG development which was worth $600 to $700 mil-
are performing so badly. You can look at the export figureslion; we can remember that we lost the Jet Star development
the retail trade figures and others which | will not put on theto Victoria; and we can remember the Vestas Wind Turbine
record and which all demonstrate some concern in the pabtade plant which the former government had been negotiat-
12 months. Ministers are delusional if they solely rely oning to establish in South Australia. The new government
what has occurred in the past two years, and try to live off thelecided not to proceed in trying to attract that to South
fat or the excesses of the growth that occurred in ouAustralia, and it is now being established in Portland
economy in that first six to 12 months, as a result of thevictoria, with 50 jobs evidently provided.
momentum that had been built up in the economy during the It is certainly my view that it is inevitable that in any
latter part of the last parliamentary term. economic cycle there will be companies that close and reduce

In the discussions that | have with industry and businesstaff numbers. Itis essential that a state’s economic develop-
leaders, one of the questions that | challenge members to potent policies ensure that there is a climate which will mean
to their friends and colleagues or even union leaders is: if onthat new companies are establishing and that existing
has a look at the past two years, can anyone nominate whedbmpanies are expanding. | will read out a list of significant
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employers which, in the past 12 months or so, have eithexwo weeks ago the national papers still contained advertise-
closed or announced significant job reductions in Soutments for key policy positions within the department—
Australia, to indicate the extent of the budgetary and financigknother six or seven positions at executive and management
problem that confronts this government in South Australialevel. There are still people in the department who do not
We are all aware of Mitsubishi with more than 1 000 directknow their role, who do not know whether or not they have
jobs and who knows how many indirect and flow-on jobs ina job and who are awaiting guidance and direction from
component industries. These include Mobil, with 400 jobspeople further up the corporate food chain who have still not
Pilkington, 100; Electrolux, 100; Kangara Foods and Angus$een appointed. We have a gutted and demoralised depart-
Park Fruit Company Pty Ltd, 100; Sheridan, 150; Santos, 60nent which lacks appropriate leadership both at departmental
Solar Optical, 60; SABCO, more than 100; Berri, 25; Hensleyand ministerial level.

Industries, 100; Aunde Trim, 80; Sellicks of Unley, up to 10;  Certainly, it is not the Liberal Party’s view that govern-
EDS Australia, we do not know, but there is speculation oiments and departments can grow economies by themselves,
up to 100 or 200, but that is being denied by a companyut key departments, such as the Department of Trade and
spokesperson, so we will not put a figure on it. Economic Development, can and should work hand in hand

Of course, today in the press we read the speculation thatith business and industry to try to meet the economic
some 300 jobs may go from Griffin Press. Itis easy to list thegrowth targets of the state. | am not sure whether | have the
companies that are closing and those that are reducing jobsmbers here, but, certainly when one looks at the job growth
and it is easy to see opportunities we have missed out onumbers included in this year’s budget papers and compares
such as Jetstar, SAMAG and Vestas, but the challenge fahem with those in the budget papers in each of the other
this government is: where are the new companies that astates, South Australia’s Treasury and the Treasurer predict
developing and expanding? When the minister was chathe lowest jobs growth of all the states and territories in
lenged last week, he refused to provide the name of anfustralia. Before | finish speaking, | may be able to find that
company, and | put that challenge to him in the Appropriatiortable and, if so, | will incorporate it intblansard. As | said,

Bill debate. | can understand the sensitivity of the 21if you look at the state budget of other states, each Treasury
companies with which the minister says the government ipredicts their jobs growth for the next 12-month period, and
negotiating, but | think he indicated that some seven newou will see from those national figures that South Australia’s
companies (automotive and plastics) had established here@mployment figures are the lowest of all the states and
South Australia in the past two years. Obviously, weterritories.

welcome that, but | challenge him to put them on the record, The Hon. lan Gilfillan interjecting:

because there is nothing secret about that. TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: You might, but others might not.

If a company is established, and it is here and operatindf | can find the figures, | will incorporate them inkdansard.
the minister should name it, so that, when we are challengetihat, in summary, is the opposition’s overview of the state’s
by our friends and colleagues on what this new governmergconomic performance in the period leading up to 2002, in
has achieved, we can seek to defend it by saying, ‘Here atbe early part of 2003, and of our concerns on the public
these seven magnificent employers, with significant numbergcord in relation to the past 12 months and also our concerns
of additional jobs, established in South Australia under thebout policy being directed through the Department of Trade
new regime, and you can compare those to EDS, Motoroland Economic Development.
and the others with which the former government worked to | will now place on the record some further questions. As
have established in South Australia.’ That is the first questiohindicated at the outset, some of the answers will not be able
| put to the Leader of the Government, because it is within hiso be provided within the next two to three days—I accept
area of responsibility. He has been given the names of thiaat—but | would be happy for the Leader of the Government
seven companies and, as | said, once they are establish¢al,take them on notice and provide answers during the
there is nothing secret about them, because there are Boming seven-week non-sitting period. The issue of consul-
longer any negotiations. We assume they are here, operatit@ncies has caused a great deal of debate in the past two to
and employing people. We would like to know their namesthree years. In the 2002-03 budget speech, the government
so that we can see how many people they employ. As | saighromised that government departments would cut $10.6 mil-
when the government is criticised—as we hear often—we calion in consultancy expenditure in 2002-03, and it also
do our small part to try to defend it and the performance opromised that the government’s commercial businesses would
the state. deliver on a similar saving in that period as well.

This is a critical issue in terms of the Appropriation Bill ~ The Treasurer answered part of that question, which was
debate because, when one looks at the growth figures in tleesked by the member for Kavel during estimates, but did not
budget papers (and | will do so in a moment) and at the kemnswer the questions in relation to the government's commer-
economic development agency in the state (the Departmenial businesses. So, | seek from the government whether it
of Trade and Economic Development), we see a minister andill provide the savings, if any, that have been made by the
a government which are gutting that department as fast ammmmercial businesses in the financial year 2002-03 and,
they can. We see a minister and a government clearlgimilarly, the figures for 2003-04 for both government
indicating no interest at all in having a key economiccommercial businesses and the general government sector.
development agency working in partnership with busines3he Treasurer indicated that the actual level of consultancy
and industry to try to grow jobs in South Australia. The expenditure in 2003-04 will be available as part of the end of
minister knows that | believe that some of his appointmentyear budget outcome reporting. | indicate to the Treasurer that
(including that of his CEO) have not been appropriate, but the outcome results do not produce the consultancy expendi-
will criticise those on another occasion. In relation to the—ture figures that have been requested. Certainly, they have

The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting: not, unless the Treasurer is now indicating that there will be

TheHon. R.I.LUCAS: | am very happy to. | am not a new section in the outcome or actual results for 2003-04.
backing away from my views in relation to Mr Garrand. Only We seek the detailed information in relation to 2002-03 on
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the commercial businesses to see a comparison of tt@malgamation? If the intention is as outlined in the targets—
2002-03 expenditure on consultancies with the 2001-Oghat is, complete the amalgamation—what is to be the
expenditure, along with the latest estimates for 2003-04, focomposition of the new board, and what are the terms of
both the general government sector and the commerciappointment and remuneration of the new board members?
businesses. Can the Treasurer also list who the new board members will

The Treasurer was asked questions in the estimatd®, and can he also indicate what the proposed roles will be
committee in relation to the end of year statement in thdor Mr Cantley, who is the General Manager of SAFA, and
budget papers. In late 2003 Treasury and Finance conductdtf Daniels, who is the General Manager of SAICORP? Are
the year-end review process which involved ministers antboth those gentlemen—who, | put on the public record, are
chief executives meeting with the Treasurer and Undegood officers of the Department of Treasury and Finance—to
Treasurer to discuss each portfolio’s actual performance inontinue in the amalgamated entity or is one of those officers
2002-03. In the answer the Treasurer stated: to be transferred elsewhere or, indeed, is one of those officers

It made some significant improvements in how we prepare thd0 be declared redundant? )
budget. We do a lot more work prior to Christmas than we had done Wil the corporate entities SAFA and SAICORP continue
in our first two budgets, from memory, and it gave us less pressurgy exist by name or will they be amalgamated? Has any
at the sharp end of the budget period when we were running out ¢fecision been made on the name of the new amalgamated
time. . . .

o entity, and the role and functions of the board? Also, is one

| Seek Clar|f|cat|0n from the Treasurer because, under th@f the mode's be|ng |Ooked at that there be one board and two

former government, a process had been instituted where, prgorporate entities (although it is hard to conceive how that
Christmas, the Treasurer and Under Treasurer met withight be made to work in practice)?

ministers, their senior executives and others in the firstround The estimates committee also raised the issue of—and the
of budget bilaterals. A budget bilateral was held in the periodryeasurer referred to this—a consultant, Towers Perrin,
of the end of November and the start of December; a secongtoviding some review of the funds management process: the
round of bilaterals were conducted in the period of Februarysypject is the ‘SAFA Review of Funds Management Model
March. My recollection was that the Treasurer removed thgperating within the South Australian government.’ Will the
first-round bilaterals, indicating that they were not requiredrreasurer provide the terms of reference for that review and
in his first two budgets. | am taking from this that, on thethe terms of reference for the consultant, and will the

basis of advice from Dr Grimes, the government has nowreasurer commit to releasing in parliament the results of the
reintroduced a version of the pre-Christmas budget bilateralgeview and the consultant's report?

Does the Treasurer now concede that the removal of the pre- | relation to contingency funding, will the government
Christmas budget bilaterals by him in the first two budge{ndertake to indicate the level of contingency funding in each
periods was not a sensible reform and that it does make sengge the Treasurer's administered item lines for each of
to start the budget process much earlier to undertake a lot 9f05-06, 2006-07 and 2007-08? The Treasurer will, of
this work prior to Christmas in terms of sensible budgetcourse, be aware that there are contingency lines under his
planning? administered items listed under Employee Entitlements,
Some questions were asked of the Treasurer in relation ®Qypplies and Services, Other Payments and the Purchase of
the amalgamation of SAFA and SAICORP. In his answer, thgoroperty, Plant and Equipment.
Deputy Under Treasurer, Mr Rowse, stated: In relation to PPPs, can | again clarify with the Treasurer
The board of SAICORP is preparing a paper outlining some ofwvhat advice the Auditor-General has provided about the
the issues that it thinks need to be addressed, if the merger is fudget treatment of the two PPPs the government is currently
oceur. proceeding with; that is, the regional police stations and the
Whereas, when one looks at the Treasurer’s statements, thgyuatic centre? Whilst | understand that the government’s
seem to indicate that the decision has already been taken. psition might be that there has been no overall up-front sign
fact, if you look at the budget papers under Targets fobff by the Auditor-General consistent with his view of what
Treasury it includes the completion of the amalgamation ohis role ought to be, we have been advised that there have
SAFA and SAICOREP. In one case, you have the Treasurdseen discussions between Treasury, the government and
and Treasury saying they will complete the amalgamation oAuditor-General staff about the appropriate budget treatment.
SAFA and SAICORP; in another, we have had the DeputyBefore we go the long route of FOIs, is the government
Under Treasurer indicating that the merger has not occurrggtepared to indicate what the nature of the advice to Treasury
and that it was still up in the air as to whether or not theofficers and others has been in relation to the budget treat-
merger of SAFA and SAICORP would eventuate. ment of the two PPPs? In addition to that, what decisions has
The Treasurer ought to be aware that some concerns attée government taken about the budget treatment of these two
being expressed to the opposition and others about sonfPPs, and PPPs in general? Finally, did the government
aspects of the merger. The opposition has an open mind gonsider designating the Glenelg tram project as a PPP, and
relation to this. It is seeking information from the Treasurerwhy did the government decide not to proceed with it as a
in terms of whether or not some of these concerns arpublic private partnership?
justified. Therefore, | put on the record some questions to Another question in relation to SAICORP: since March
which | hope the Treasurer will provide some answers so th&2002, what agencies have been exempted from the insurance
members of the Legislative Council can be informed as tand risk management arrangements and what were the
whether or not SAFA and SAICORP ought to be amalgamatreasons for any exemptions? Also in relation to SAICORP,
ed. the 30 June 2003 annual report shows that SAICORP had
The first question is: has the amalgamation taken place &138.2 million of investments comprising cash, fixed interest
not and, if so, what process was used? Was any externdéposits and Australian and overseas equities. The annual
advice received—Ilegal or otherwise—or advice of the boardeeport also states that a new investment strategy was imple-
received prior to making the decision to proceed with themented for the first time in 1999-2000. The 2002-03 annual
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report provides little or no information on: the investmentture plan with five to 10-year time frames. Hence the
strategy adopted by the board and presumably approved lyfrastructure plan is to develop a plan. In short, the state
the Treasurer; how the investment strategy is implementedovernment has no plan. It is therefore not surprising that the
that is, the level of in-house and external management; th®trategic Plan does not set itself a quantifiable target
role and function of the SAICORP board in managing theregarding infrastructure investment, either. It merely states
investments; the performance of the investment assets #zat the target is to increase investment in strategic areas to
against industry benchmarks; and the level of hedging of theelp achieve other targets in the Strategic Plan.
overseas assets. Having discovered that in eight years South Australia has
We do note that the annual report does refer to theot once achieved the national average for new infrastructure
SAICORP board initiating a review of the investmentdevelopment as a percentage of GSP, the Rann government
strategy. Can the Treasurer provide any advice in relation tdoes not even set itself the modest aim of reaching the
these particular issues as they relate to SAICORP and itgational average as a benchmark. That is despite the appoint-
performance—in particular, in the financial years 2002-03nent of a Minister for Infrastructure and the creation of a new
and 2003-047 Also in relation to SAICORP, can the govern©Office of Infrastructure 12 months ago. It also begs the
ment provide information on the level of reported medicalquestion as to how the Rann government expects to reach
malpractice claims against the government; that is, thenany of its other targets. The government has set itself the
number and types of claims, the estimated liability to thetask of exceeding the national economic growth rate within
state, and the duration of the claim? 10 years, bettering the average employment growth rate
Finally, in relation to SAFA, on page 5.9 of Budget Paperwithin 10 years and trebling the value of the South Australia’s
3, the last paragraph under ‘Debt Management’ states:  export income to $25 billion by the year 2013. How? None
As the general government sector moves to a net financial assef these targets will be reached if South Australia’s infra-
position, the liability management framework of SAFA will need to structure investment continues to lag behind the national
be reviewed. average. What is going on?
The question is: has any work been undertaken on this issue The fact is that, for this government, the need for infra-
so far and, if so, what are some of the options that might bstructure investment is considered secondary to the principal
considered by the state government in relation to thig¢arget of this government—a AAA credit rating. This
developing issue? objective has become an unhealthy obsession of the Rann
With those questions, | indicate opposition support for thegovernment. | heard the Treasurer only last week proudly
second reading of the Appropriation Bill. | acknowledge thatboasting about this tag, which shows just how unhealthy that
some of those questions will not be able to be answered in tigbsession has become. The desire for a AAA credit rating is
next two to three days. We will accept an undertaking fromjust another incarnation of the ghost of the State Bank. Whilst
the Leader of the Government in relation to providingthe trauma of the State Bank is now a distant memory for
answers at another stage to those questions. most South Australians, its effect upon members of this
Labor administration remains profound. As does its long-term
TheHon. SANDRA KANCK: Itis with a sense of deja effect on the state’s economy.
vu that | rise to address the council on the Rann government’s The $3 billion or so of taxpayers’ money that poured into
third budget. This time last year | spoke of a budget that waghe financial abyss created by the collapse of the bank was
so suffocated by the mantra of debt reduction that it paid littlenoney not spent on the social and physical infrastructure of
heed to the needs of the future. A year later, the Treasurer hétsis state. The fiscal belt was pulled very tight in the after-
again spurned the need for substantial reinvestment in thmath of that disaster, with acute pain experienced as a result.
physical and social infrastructure of South Australia in favourTens of thousands of public sector jobs were lost, our public
of pursuing a AAA credit rating. That is despite the fact thattransport system shrank, our public hospitals have grown
South Australia is in desperate need of substantial infrastrushabby and overcrowded, public schools now struggle to
ture modernisation. Our future prosperity depends on it. Aprovide a first-class education, acquisition funds for our
economist John Spoehr says in the July editionTbé  cultural institutions have been frozen, ETSA was privatised,
Adelaide Review, good infrastructure helps attract and retainmany regional roads have fallen into disrepair—the list goes
investment and people, create jobs and boost productivityn and on. There is a great deal to be done in the sustained
improve health and wellbeing. growth in revenue of the past years, regardless of the fact that
For the last decade, South Australia’s infrastructure need$is was in part due to the sell-off of assets, and it has placed
have been severely neglected. The state government’s owime government in a position to tackle the backlog.
South Australian Strategic Plan makes the point powerfully. If we are to continue to enjoy economic growth in the
Volume 1 of the Strategic Plan says that South Australia’$uture, we must have much higher levels of public spending
infrastructure is ageing, has been developed on an ad han capital works than is currently the case. The revival of
basis and is not focused on the strategic benefit of the stat8outh Australia’s infrastructure base should essentially be
A graph in volume 2 shows South Australia’s capitalfunded from current surpluses and prudent borrowing. The
expenditure on new infrastructure assets since 1995. It detalteenefits that infrastructure development carries are inter-
that, as a percentage of gross state product, we have beganerational and hence should be funded by present and
consistently below the national average for infrastructurduture South Australians. What should the state government
investment, in some years alarmingly so. The evidence ibe doing with infrastructure priorities? The Democrats would
there but consider that in this year’s budget the Rantike to take this opportunity to give the government a few
government has allocated just $1 billion to its capital worksgyood ideas.
program, whilst the Beattie government in Queensland Reviving Adelaide’s ailing rail network is a very good
budgeted for $6 billion of capital works. place to direct infrastructure development in this state. Public
Having identified the problem, the Strategic Plan then listdransport is good for social equity, good for the environment
as a priority action the development of a strategic infrastrucand good for the economy. Australians spend a very high
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percentage of national income on transport. Drive that coss hardly assisted by a Treasurer who will not allow spend-
down and everyone benefits. Countries with good publitng—aided and abetted by the Premier, who clearly agrees
transport systems spend much less time and money on gettimgth this approach.
from Ato B. The government's draft transport plan released yningpired’ is probably the best word to describe this
last year floated the idea of ripping up the Outer Harbor lingygget. with stamp duty windfalls, unexpectedly high returns
and converting it to a dedicated corridor for heavy vehiclegyom the GST and a low interest rate regime at the present
because it is under-utilised. What astonishing nonsense! ime, this budget was an opportunity for investing in the
The Outer Harbor line is under-utilised because thgytyre. The Rann government for the third year in a row has
stations are kilometres apart and have inadequate parkingissed the boat—or perhaps it is the train or the tram.
facilities. If we converted that line to light rail, put a station
every kilometre and increased the frequency of the service, The Hon. D.W. RIDGWAY: | rise to speak on the bill.

p(reoplerwo%ldpfkr)tch(z tod't' Tl]\]/?t:[ir:n tt%rn,nwoglg :el'z\’%ithi | will highlight some of the background issues in relation to
pressure on Fort Road, obvialting theé need for a dediCalqflis ;) "5 well as some very key omissions from the budget.
transport corridor for heavy vehicles travelling to and from.l-he Rann government appears to be learning from its fiscal

Port Adelaide. Then, rath_er than people_ who live near the ”nﬁisaster that the Bannon government left the people of South
having a truck superhighway running alongside theerL

backyard, they would have an excellentpublictransportassgusna“a; hence, its fixation with maintaining budget

and the trucks would continue to run down Port Road WhergA AtRlucerZi?r:gt’i;ge:g fg:}e h%ﬁtglljrr]g]b%tzgy ;J?cljs't Irta\t,lvr;?tﬁb\
they belong. y

Whil talki bout public t t the Glenel sacrificing key infrastructure investment that the state

. 'ﬁwﬁjaf a Itngg guf pu '\3. rtan_spoSr , the tenfhgdesperately needs? Certainly, this government has a massive
ram should be exiended from Victoria Squareé 10 &, nt 1o spend due to the GST deal, which results in fewer
Adelaldg Railway Station to allow it to I|.nl.<l|n with the rest 1axes being taken from the state and which, incidentally, the
qf the r_aul system. From there, the possibility of extending &ann government opposed when in opposition. The govern-
light rail network to the northern and eastern suburbs Shou'ﬂ]ent has had a windfall of over $750 million over the
be planned. For those who doubt the value of this approacly, - estimates in the next year. As a result of the property
invite them to look at the continuing light rail Investment 1, that has swept South Australia over the last three to
in Portland, Oregon. The more miles of track they build, th our years, the Rann government is the beneficiary of huge

more people are flocking to use that system. In the pUinC."‘\i\/indfalls. In 2004-05 the government will generate almost

tion of its strategic plan, the South Australian government i e . :
attempting to emulate Oregon. It needs to go the next step ﬁ:_ltlg?]?r:%f{ﬁgi:g?g?:\"&hlﬁh equates to approximately

it wants to be compared in the same breath. . . .

Many other areas of investment are easily identified. What 1he much touted stamp duty relief promised this year
about extending the rail line from Noarlunga (where itWhen the budget was released was not in line with the
currently terminates) to Seaford? The land is there and stijnitiatives in the eastern states. The average price for ahome
in public ownership. Unless and until we do so the pressurdd Adelaide is nearing $250 000. If a first home buyer
that already exist on roads coming from the southern suburt9rrows $225 000 to purchase a home at the median value,
will only increase. We are seeing developments similar tghey will pay $8 940 in stamp duty—$8 940 more than afirst
Seaford occurring in other areas, such as Roseworthy, wiiome buyer in New South Wales. The relief on a $225 000
no appropriate public transport plans. When will the Treasurortgage is less than $800—whichiis of little comfort to first
er free up some funds so that some forward thinking Caﬁome b_uyers. This government is also filling |t§ coffers by.
happen? Improving the state’s regional road network shouldcréasing government fees and c.harges.. Publ_lc transport is
also be a priority. In order to reduce the road toll we need &P by 3 per cent, while motor vehicle registration is up by
dual carriage road on the Adelaide to Victor Harbor Road3-7 Per cent, water charges by 4.4 per cent and water rates by
more passing lanes on other roads and a considerable incre4s@ Per cent. These increases are not n line with the predicted
in shoulder sealing throughout regional South Australiainflation rate of 2 per cent. The increases that appear small
Without doing that, this government will be watching over t© the Treasurer have a big impact on average South Aust-
a road toll for which they are partly to blame. ralian families.

A government owned electricity generator also ought to  With all the money that the Rann government has to spend
be under serious consideration. With prices at the curreras the highest taxing government in this state’s history, it is
level, a government owned generator could sell cheapeénteresting to note where the money is not being directed.
power which, in turn, would drag down the overall pool priceKey needs for the state such as hospitals, pensioners, rural
and still service both the interest and capital of the loan. Wha®outh Australians and infrastructure are being routinely
a government owned generator would not need to do is makgnored. This is an anti-jobs, anti-investment and anti-growth
a profit—unlike its private sector competitors. Improving budget. In the last election the member for Ramsay (now the
Adelaide’s ageing sewerage and water infrastructure wilPremier) made a pledge to South Australian voters that his
reduce seepage and return an environmental dividend lgovernment ‘would cut government waste and redirect
lowering our dependence on the River Murray. This listmillions now spent on consultants to hospitals’. This is a
merely scratches the surface of the possible options availablerystal clear example of Rann rhetoric illustrated in this

In the 1990s South Australians were forced to tighten theibudget. In the 2002-03 budget the government underspent the
belts. It was surely not an unreasonable expectation that theaflocation for new hospitals by 27 per cent—some $35.6 mil-
would be gain following the pain; that there would be somdion. Aged care facilities have fared badly, with underspend-
payback for the belt tightening and the sacrifices. Investmening forcing patients to be moved from their home town
in infrastructure creates jobs for the present and assets for tifecilities to Adelaide. This policy has also resulted in elderly
future. It is the job of the Minister for Infrastructure to couples being split up. Such is the callous attitude of this cash
prioritise the investment in the future of this state. His taskhungry government.
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This government has promised seven new mental healtRiver, | am reminded of the Labor Party’s systemic lack of
projects in the time it has been in office. According to thevision going back some 30 years. At the time, the commis-
2004-2005 budget, not one of these projects will be startedioner of the South Australian Harbors Board, Mr H.C.
for two years. As a result of only $3 million of the $11 mil- Meyer, had travelled extensively overseas, especially in the
lion being spent on the Margaret Tobin mental health facilityUnited States, and had witnessed the new phenomenon that
at the Flinders Medical Centre, it has been delayed bwas the birth of containerisation (in those days it was called
15 months. This budget shows that rural health in all areas ignitisation). In his report to the government, Mr Meyer
being routinely ignored by this government. Funding torecommended the development, building and construction of
metropolitan hospitals has increased by 2 per cent, whila container terminal at Outer Harbor. As was its practice then
funding to country hospitals has been slashed by 3 per cer(@and it still is now), the Labor Party chose not to listen to this
While health promotion has been cut, the government’sound advice but, instead, built a passenger terminal. Within
biggest increase in this budget within the health portfolio isseven years of the passenger terminal’s construction virtually
to its consultants. all passenger ships stopped calling into South Australia, and

Another area that particularly concerns me regarding theve all know of the huge growth in containerisation and
budget is the condition of rural health care services in Soutinternational shipping freight that has occurred over the past
Australia, and a glaring example of this is the Mount GambieB0 years. The government at that time failed to recognise the
District Health Service. The member for Mount Gambiercontainer revolution that happened on a worldwide scale. All
(who, incidentally, is now a member of cabinet) promised toother ports had container terminals by the late 1960s, but the
secure funding for the Mount Gambier District Health Servicegovernment did not complete South Australia’s terminal until
and the people of the South-East. He is on record as sayiri77, by which time it had lost every one of its liner services
that he would quit the Rann cabinet if he could not do so. Ao the port of Melbourne. Again, it is another glaring example
senior lecturer at the Flinders University’s School of Politics,of a party that simply does not have a track record of ever
Dr Hayden Manning, was quoted on ABC Radio as sayinggetting it right.

If I was living in rural South Australia | reckon Rory McEwen In more modern times, the government has projected an
?nedseer\éﬁ?j 66:1 tlztlteegt é’df (?oxﬂ%h%?g%lisl\?b L?rl:tteé :rv{b!\é'rf V'\cﬁ(l)f\;\/fsnlﬁ tf?:ﬂ;verly blasé attitude to the lack of new investment in South
Ranrﬁ) government cabinet room, he’s a minister and rural healtl?‘usna“a' The recen.t decision not tq base the $.680 million
from reading the budget and all accountshas been cut back orat agnesium smelter in South Australia was dismissed by the
least . . inreal terms not improved. So South Australians living in Treasurer when he told the ABC, ‘It does not even rate or
rural areas have a voice in cabinet, in a Labor cabinet and it'segister on the radar screen.’

Mr McEwen. So if you're unhappy about that | reckon it’'s worth . .
writing and asking him can he do something to change the budget. The issue of country roads should be of greatimportance

| d ven th its of th t budaet. wheth thto this government. Instead, it disregards the transport needs
p\gggleec;'f?vll\ginnt garr?]SbLilefv(\)/ill fgrgic&r; MgEgveth:o Zui?r 6f rural constituents and freight operators. In the 2004-05
- . y udget, unsealed rural arterial roads received a funding cut
Another of the glaring inadequacies of the 2004-200 9 g

. L ; ~“rom $2.798 million to $1 million. This is shameful and
budget is the lack of provision for infrastructure spending, ofiacts the true priorities of this government.

South Australia is a state of ingenuity and productivity, but . . ; e .
we must have the mechanisms to turn ideas into capital and In attempting to establish the list of qualifications that this

to ensure the livelihoods of South Australians for years ggovernmentseems to lack, | refertansard of31.May.th|s
come. year, when the Leader of the Government in this place

Since the demise of the appalling former transpor\fHon' Paul Holloway) referred to the Liberal opposition

minister, the Rann spin machine has been sent into overdri gader as ‘red ink Rob’. He said:

to compensate. The transport minister’s random announce- He should be embarrassed as one of the failed treasurers of South

ments need to be unified by the transport plan. Despitéustrallf:;lfthlat he had been in this place for 22 years and that was 22

announcing that it would be released in mid 2003, we still dg/®ars orraiure.

not have a transport plan—and, in fact, it is still only in its The leader himself should be ashamed of saying such things.

draft stage. A classic example of the aforementioned ‘randorhhardly think that reducing the state debt by $7 billion and

announcements’ is the Bakewell Bridge. There is no allocagverseeing a tripling of South Australia’s economic output

tion for this project in 2004-2005, but it is in the forward from $3 billion to almost $10 billion is a failure. It is just

estimates until 2008. When can we expect the government @nother attempt by the Labor Party to divert attention from

finally announce its completion? If we take into account théhe embarrassment that its party caused South Australia the

government’s past record on capital works, it will probablylast time it was in power; the last time it held the seats around

be completed well into the next decade. the boardroom table of South Australia. We are constantly
The transport portfolio has been plagued by cost blowbeing reminded by the Treasurer in another place and his

outs. There has been a $14 million blow-out in the Glenelgolleagues in this chamber of their lean, mean, frugal

trams project and at least $30 million in the Port Riverapproach to the state’s finances and how they believe that this

crossing project. Calculated, well budgeted infrastructurds the only way forward.

investment is vital to ensure South Australia’s economic

competitiveness into the future. This budget has ignored the [Sitting suspended from 6 to 7.45 p.m]

needs of the future to bankroll the Labor Party’s election war

chest. The opportunity to attract business to South Australia The Hon. D.W. RIDGWAY: | would like to quote from

with measures such as deepening Outer Harbor and creatiig opinion piece fronThe Advertiser in 1990 on the budget

inter-modal freight systems will exist for only a short time stress report. The headline reads ‘Stinginess starting to pay

before industry passes South Australia by. off for Bannon'. The article states:

As the debate rages within the community as to whether  john Bannon's chickens are coming home to roost. Seven years
or not we should have opening or closed bridges over the Pout stinginess are starting to pay off. The rest of Australia should take
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note the crow-eaters are biting the bullet and becoming lean, efficiemopulation numbers as published by the ABS Cat. No. 3101.1. 2004
and competitive. The 1990s are going to be theirs. onwards based on Department of Treasury and Finance Forecasts.

; Source: 1950 to 1989—South Australia’s 1994-95 Budget State-
It goes on to say that South Australians have good reason ment Table 5.1 (excludes the Australian Barley Bo%rd and

rejoice at the persistence of our state governments beingaGASCO Holdings). 1990 onwards South Australia’s 2004-05
boring during the eighties, rather than pursuing a trendyudget Statement, Figure 5.3.

profligacy that makes good media copy not only going up but South Australian public sector net indebtedness
coming down as well. The article concludes that South . 194%%?/;%1?23{03 Money terms $m
Australia has a bright economic future and the 1990s are 19,90 Liberal y284
going to show a handsome dividend for this frugal state. 1959-60 Liberal 752
The final paragraph of the article is a response to the 1969-70 ALP 1,473
premier and then opposition leader John Olsen. It states: ~ 1979-80 Liberal 2,242
1980-81 Liberal 2,397

Itis very disappointing that faced with all the evidence Mr Olsen

continues to knock and undermine the efforts of all South Australians 132%23 Lffga' 2232;(3)
to get the economy going. South Australia is on the brink of one of 1983-84 ALP 3283
its most exciting eras and it is time that Mr Olsen got behind the state 1984-85 ALP 3427
instead 9f continually u.nderm|n|ng.|t. 1985-86 ALP 3:700
Interestingly, that article was written by Randall Ashbourne. 1986-87 ALP 4,038
The author of the article was, until he was stood down, a 1987-88 ALP 4,002
senior adviser to the Premier, and the Premier himself worked 1988-89 ALP 4,165
for premier Bannon during the time of the State Bank 1388:82 ﬁtg g’ggg
debacle. What happened to the South Australia that Mr Ash- 7g91.92 ALP 7268
bourne spoke of in 19907 Its economy, its State Bank and the 1992-93 ALP 8,249
impact these had on the future of South Australian’s lives are 1993-94 Liberal 8,440
history. 1994-95 Liberal 8,468

| seek leave to have a table insertecHansard. It is a 1382:8? Hgg;g: ;’Zgg
statistical table showing the state debt from 1950 to the 1g997.9g Liberal 7,237
predicted outcome in 2008. 1998-99 Liberal 7,720

Leave granted. 1999-2000 Liberal 4,355

Non-financial public sector net debt time series %8828; Lfﬁzr,al 55123

As at Nominaf Reaf” Real per capitd 5002-03 ALP 5696
June ($m) ($m) (%) '
1950 284 5626 7931 TheHon. D.W. RIDGWAY: When the members see this
1960 752 8356 8840 table they will not be surprised to see at the end of every
%g;g % gzg 1% 282 12 ggg Labor government cycle the terrible mess the economy has
1981 2414 6270 4754 been left in. We can only hope that history does not repeat
1982 2633 6075 4565 itself. There are some frightening similarities between the
1983 2977 6339 4710 rhetoric of Bannon’s era and the rhetoric of the government
%ggg giég g gg? Z‘ g;‘g today. In his budget speech the Treasurer states:
1986 3734 6580 4760 South Australia’s Gross State Product is forecast to grow by
1987 4077 6678 4795 2.5 per cent in 2004-2005 while employment growth is expected to
1988 4207 6 435 4580 ease to 0.75 per cent. Mr Speaker, these forecasts underline the need
1989 4 437 6261 4413 to remain prudent. Our fiscal policies reflect that needhis is
1990 4 682 6 365 4 445 good economic management. The 2004-2005 Budget will deliver a
1991 7 155 9290 6 423 surplus of $52 million, rising to $126 million in 2005-2006, then
1992 8 055 10 266 7048 $137 million in 2006-2007 and $165 million in 2007-2008. When
1993 8249 10 386 7110 we first came to office, general government net debt was $1.3 billion.
1994 8 440 10 550 7196 On current projections, general government net debt will be
1995 8 468 10 497 7143 eliminated in 2006-2007. And that too, is good economic manage-
1996 7752 9364 6351 ment.
1997 7499 8883 5996 The Treasurer, the Hon. Kevin Foley, was chief of staff to the
%ggg ; %% g ng g ggg premier of South Australia, the Hon. Lynn Arnold, and was
2000 4355 4955 3293 a senior adviser on Mr Arnold's staff for some five years. It
2001 3223 3503 2317 is interesting to look at the board of directors now that they
2002 3317 3538 2330 find themselves back in office.
2003 2696 2804 1836 | am not sure that this government has the personnel or the
gggg % ?&% g gég i ggg expertise to be in. charge of t.his state. It.is interesti_ng tollook
2006 29227 2131 1376 at the board of directors as it now find itself back in office.
2007 1990 1866 1201 It comprises an interesting combination of four lawyers, six
2008 1613 1484 952 political staffers, seven union officials, three academics, two

(a) Until June 1998, the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS)TLGFE lecturers, a firefighter, a teacher, a taxi driver, a single

classified SAFA and universities as belonging to the gener : . >
government sector. Since that time, SAFA has been classified to tfgS!nessman and one member with no employment history.

public financial institutions sector, and universities have beer>iven the grief the Labor Party imposed on South Australia
removed from the individual state finance statistics and are treatddst time it had its hands on the chequebook, and looking at

as belonging to a ‘multijurisdictional category’. its current team, | am sure we are headed for another disaster.
20()(2)_N1%r5;arm product implicit price deflator (base year June  rpiq oovernment and this budget remind me of farmers

(c) Population as at 30 June, 1950 to 1989 population numbeho nearly went broke during the Depression but were able
derived from 1994-95 Budget Statement, Table 7.4. 1990 to 200fIst to hang on. When the good times returned after the
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Second World War, they paid off a few debts, bought a littlepublished a strategic plan for the state which sets out some
equipment and stopped in case of another depression. Owimgnbitious economic targets for its future.

to the fact that they did not upgrade and keep pace with | was pleased to hear minister McEwen in the estimates
modern technology, the world eventually passed them by. kommittee process place on record the good economic
is often said that the stationary position is the beginning operformance of both our food and wine industries. | convene
going backwards. If this state is not careful, it will start the Premier’s Food Council, and | am a member of the South
heading backwards at an alarming rate. Australian Wine Industry Council, as well as chairing both

The government’s treatment of the estimates process wale intergovernment agency groups that assist in delivering
disgraceful. The Minister for Agriculture, Food and FisheriesServices to those sectors. These industries continue to play
said that, because the government would not ask any preparéteir part in meeting the targets of seeing our exports treble
questions of its own (known as dorothy dixers), the questio#© $25 million by 2013. Wine is now South Australia’s largest
time available to the opposition would be cut by half. This€xport earner, followed by manufactured vehicles and food
was just an attempt to hide its lack of action. What a joke, an@roducts. So, food and wine together play a very significant
what arrogance! Surely estimates should be time made fullpart in the economic wellbeing of the state. These industries
available to the opposition and all parties to scrutinis€mploy one in five people, many of whom, of course, live in
departmental spending. This was just another example of tH€gional South Australia. The support provided to both
arrogance of this minister, when he or his department werédustries has always had bipartisan support, with the state
too lethargic to prepare any dorothy dixer questions, and thef90d plan being an initiative of the previous government and

they have the audacity to deny the opposition half the allowegontinued by this government. . '
time. The total state government investment in programs

| was also interested to read an articleTime Advertiser ~ ©OVerseen by the Premier’'s Food Council will be $3.46 million

of 26 June about the restructuring of the Department of Trad} 2?&?4A05{rwllith iztmmlgnc;n rlev_\lfrl:undsfarllgca\}ﬁﬁ IIOVF?Od
and Economic Development. It is a ridiculous policy that a outh Australia S budget. These tunds everage
government department that played a major role in thgddltlonal investment from industry and from commonwealth

recovery of the South Australian economy during the IasE{lﬂgLams'fggg ztftgrftzog plggfésgsc%rl:én}tggg ?ﬁg:ﬁg{ri -5
Liberal government and, in fact, oversaw a threefold increas oo P y : e y
in state exports has been gutted and had its staff cut from 2 ntribution to the State Strategic Plan of tripling the value

to 120. It is almost unbelievable that this government haS' €xports from South Australla. | think it is important to
Irace on record the achievements of our state food program.

decided that it does not need the department nor at least h}% b 1d all k the P ier's Food C i
its staff that delivered such a wonderful outcome for Sout > MEMDErS would all know, the Fremiers ~ood L.ounc
growdes the government with advice on the development of

Australia and the people of this state. What is even moré& ~. . . . o, ;
unbelievable is the appointment of the department's ne@n innovative and internationally competitive food industry

: . o n South Australia.
chief executive (who is, incidentally, the same person whd - - .
was a senior economic adviser to the Bannon government and With 24 industry leaders, the council works through four

premier Lynn Arnold during the State Bank scandal. Qui,[ecommi'['[ees: export systems, innovation systems, regional

amazingly, that department has worked extremely well i evelopment and sector development. Each of these commit-
building South Australia’s economy, but it has been cut b ees oversees progress in implementing the state food plan.

more than 50 per cent, and a chief executive was appoint the past year, through working with the Premier's Food

who was in the engine room the last time the ship ran ouncil, the government has achieved some §|gn|f|cant
aground. outcomes. It has consolidated government services to the

. . . __food industry in one department (Primary Industries and
_What this state needs is a comprehensive plan of actiofkesources), removing duplication of services that the industry

It is all very well to publish a document, such as the Statgself said was confusing, whilst at the same time delivering

Strategic Plan, which is full of noble goals and motherhoocgfﬁciency savings. It has the support of regional food groups

statements but which lacks an across the board framework {g5yghout the state that will provide the grassroots base for
achieve them. Even the Premier has expressed a lack gfstainable growth into the future.

confidence in the State Strategic Plan and is on the record as There are currently eight food groups in regions through-

saying that all goals within it may not be achieved. This is not, ¢ the state with a combined membership of 314 businesses.
the type of airy-fairy vision that South Australianeeds.  \yhen Food Adelaide and Flavour SA memberships are

In summary, | reiterate my feelings on this lacklustreincluded, over 416 organisations actively work in partnership
budget which harks back to the Bannon era and, in the wordgith government to grow the food industry. It has supported
of Randall Ashbourne, budgets that were ‘boring’ andthe extension of in-market retail and food service markets in
‘frugal’. Instead, this government should be spending orSingapore and Dubai. South Australia is managing the
infrastructure and building to ensure that South AustraliaNational Food Industry Strategy Project taking the food
becomes an exciting and dynamic state once again. industry into the competitive five-star hotel market in Dubai.

Our relationship enabled us to attract the Dubai firm to open

TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: Having had to listen to their Australian office in Adelaide. In partnership with Food
some very negative contributions from members opposite, Adelaide, Food South Australia has supported South Aust-
am sure that everyone will welcome my more balancedalian food companies’ participation in international trade
contribution. | join my colleagues in welcoming the 2004-05shows in Hong Kong, Tokyo, Shanghai, Singapore and
budget. As the Treasurer said in the other place, this budg@russels, and in-market promotions in Hong Kong, Bangkok
contains a comprehensive range of initiatives that will makeand Tokyo. It has completed an independent review of the
our state a better place to live, to raise a family, to work ancffectiveness of the State Food Plan programs for 2001-2004,
to do business. These are aspirations we all have in commoand it interviewed 72 industry leaders and program partici-
To help achieve this potential, the government has alspants.
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The conclusion was that the food industry’s understandeifferent to the outcome sought, the rebate has a major
ing, confidence and willingness to undertake major changpositive impact on the industry, especially small to medium
has increased significantly. Examples include appreciation giroducers. The federal Labor opposition pointed out that it
value-adding, integrated demand chains, working in collabomould not come into effect until October but, nonetheless, the
ation with other companies, development of brandedcomments from the industry representatives have been
differentiated and innovative products, and development ofealistic and, as such, positive.
internationally competitive systems. Furthermore, respond- With the introduction of the WET rebate scheme, the
ents reported that the State Food Plan had influenced éederal government will abolish the Australian government
assisted in industry change, collaboration, level of expertiseellar door rebate. The Winemakers Federation of Australia
and confidence, export capabilities, access to new market®ntends that this will leave some medium-sized wineries
interstate and overseas, and the development of new valuerorse off. | am aware that the WFA has been negotiating
added products. The recommendations from the study akeith the federal government to resolve this issue. Whilstitis
being incorporated into the new State Food Plan 2004-07.difficult to compare the announced exemption with the WFA

Two of the most important initiatives overseen by thepolicy proposal that was sought, because they are calculated
Premier's Food Council this past year have been to condudah different ways, with the federal budget delivering on the
the process for developing the next stage of the State Foadlue of wine sales, the WFA proposal was on wine volume.
Plan and the design of the SA Food Centre. | joined 74 indusvery roughly, the exemption is about half what the WFA was
try leaders who participated in the State Food Plan Summifter. In South Australia it may well translate to about 130
on 18-19 March. The Summary Outcomes Report of thextra jobs being created. They are most welcome and,
summit has been the basis for drafting the new State Fodabpefully, most of these jobs will be in regional South
Plan 2004-07. There are seven development objectives in thfustralia.
new plan ranging from increasing access to reliable, frequent | am sure that the Hon. David Ridgway will be happy to
and competitive freight services to reducing the administrahear that the loss to Adelaide of the Pacific North West
tive burden of meeting regulatory requirements. Thesshipping service (the VSA consortium) is of significant
objectives have been strongly supported in consultation witboncern to the industry and government; however, the
industry groups throughout the state. recently announced infrastructure plan costing $300 million

There will be four delivery mechanisms to implement theis aimed at giving our exporters a competitive edge in the
State Food Plan 2004-07. They are the South Australian Foadarket. Part of the plan is a $55 million proposal to deepen
Centre—a three-way partnership with industry groups, statthe Outer Harbor channel from 12 metres to 14.2 metres. The
government and regional development boards—a newlan also includes the integration of road, rail and shipping
national cold chain centre, collaboration between R&Dinfrastructure at the port of Adelaide to make it easier for our
providers and food industry, and a joint industry-governmenexport industries to get their products to market.
task force to tackle the administrative burden of regulatory The Hon. Caroline Schaefer interjecting:
requirements. The Premier's Food Council will also be an TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: Well, there is always a
important contributor to the work of the Export Council and beginning. There are also plans to upgrade key roads and to
link food companies to the services of the Venture Capitalvork with the commonwealth on a plan to build a 22 kilo-
Board. As mentioned, the food industry is set to delivemmetre freeway between the Sturt Highway at Gawler and the
$7.5 billion in food exports to the $25 billion target by 2013. Port River expressway.

In summary, the Premier's Food Council, which began The transfer of funding support of the South Australian
under the previous government, has matured into the moS¥ine Industry Council to Primary Industries and Re-
effective food industry-government partnership in Australiasources SA from the former Department for Business,
The bipartisan commitment also extends to our wine industnManufacturing and Trade consolidates agency service
A working group comprising the wine industry and govern-delivery to the wine industry within PIRSA and will resultin
ment representatives is being formed to develop a partnereignificant efficiency savings across government. Funding
approach in pursuing wine export market opportunitiegprovided to the South Australian Wine Industry Council
through trade missions. The partnership to promote wine arslipports its strategic role in addressing issues impacting on
export markets will be most successful with a jointly the entire South Australian wine industry sector. The 2004-05
developed strategy that will ensure the marriage of industripudget allocated $2 million over four years for operational
and government goals. We hope to see a $3 billion nationdlinding for the council. As | said, funding will be focused on
export wine industry by 2010. The Premier recently led aaddressing strategic state-level needs, including issues such
wine trade event to Germany, Weinwoche, which had thas access to water, vineyard salinity and the identification of
theme of ‘A Shared Heritage’ emphasising the links betweetonger term growth regions. We have had several meetings
the Barossa Valley and Germany. of the Wine Issues Group, which | chair, and all agencies are

A recent cooperative approach on the federal governworking well together in a positive manner.
ment's wine equalisation tax has shown the benefit of The Way for Wine, originally released in 1998, was the
developing partnered approaches to issues impacting on tlséate government’s response to the wine industry’s own
whole of South Australia. By working with industry, the strategic planning. With faster than expected growth of the
government and opposition parties have been able to gainveine industry, a total revision of this plan is necessary and is
rebate of $290 000 to every wine producer from 1 Octobeunderway. The government and industry have been working
2004 to offset the wine equalisation tax (WET) on up totogether to identify the key issues that will assist the con-
$1 million per annum of their domestic wholesale sales. Théinued growth of the wine industry, which includes maintain-
industry had campaigned for an exemption on the firsing South Australia’s pre-eminent position as leader in wine
600 000 litres of wine produced. | have a private member'fR&D and insuring that the skills of those working in the
motion before the chamber supporting this position on whiclindustry are second to none. The government will continue
| have already spoken. While the result was somewhat work with the wine industry to ensure that its national sales
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targets of $5 billion by 2010—both domestic and exportconstituents and to ensure that the climate for new enterprises

sales—are met and to ensure that South Australia retains igsd expansion is set in place. | am pleased to add my strong

proportional share of the Australian wine industry. support for the 2004-05 budget.
Before concluding, | also want to raise the fundamental

programs of this budget. | know it was particularly welcomed TheHon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER: Clearly, the

by the community for its commitment to education, health,Hon. Carmel Zollo and | have been reading a different set of

policing and child protection. As well, of course, we sawbudget papers. If I could offer a word of friendly advice: I,

some tax cuts and a surplus budget. Our commitment tt90, used to believe what the Treasurer said and simply read

education, health, policing and child protection are importanthe glossy headlines that were given me. | am now in the

Labor Party tenets. In health alone we see a major focus witposition where | have to look at budget papers, and my advice

the total budget of $2.759 billion, including new spendingto the Hon. Carmel Zollo is that when she is in opposition she

measures of $432 million over four years. | am certain thaglso look at budget papers.

there would not be any disagreement about the spending on The Hon. G.E. Gago: She has been in opposition longer

child protection. As part of the government’s response to thghan you have. What a joke!

Layton report— TheHon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER: It has just been
TheHon. Kate Reynolds: What response would that be? pointed out to me, sir, that she has spent longer in opposition
TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: —child protection has than I have. Clearly, even with that experience, she has not

increased by $148.1 million (that is not a bad response) ovéearned to read budget papers. This is the third time | have

the next four years, in addition to the $58.6 million allocatedspoken in response to a Foley-Rann budget, and the title of
in last year's budget which, | can assure the honourablthe Xavier Herbert noveboor Fellow My Country comes to
member, is more than was seen under the previous governind. Over the last three years we have seen, first, a savage
ment. We have recently launched a massive recruitmerut in the funding to the regions and, now, a cruel disregard
program—and | understand it is the public sector’s largesfor the people who live in rural and regional South
ever single recruitment campaign—to fill the 186 new childAustralia—the very people who, as the Hon. Carmel Zollo
protection worker positions, and the government has begppinted out, generate the majority of this state’s wealth. In the
overwhelmed by the response. The positions are for socidirst two budgets we saw a cut of about $22 million in real
workers, clinical psychologists, child and youth care workergerms to the PIRSA budget. Now that this government is
and other positions. This commitment is the third and mosawash with unbudgeted money, as was so well pointed out by
comprehensive response to the Layton review into childhe Hon. Rob Lucas earlier today, how much of it do we see
protection. We also see an education budget of $1.728 billiorigturned to the PIRSA budget? Answer: none. How much do
with a major initiative in this budget of $35 million over the we see returned to rural and regional road funding? None.
next four years to hire extra teachers to improve literacy irAnd so it continues.

year 1. | am certain that all honourable members would be This budget lies to the people of rural South Australia.

aware that last November extra police were announced, ariRerhaps the greatest example of this is minister McEwen'’s

this budget provides the funds to continue with this recruittrumpeting of $14 million of ‘new money’ for FarmBis 3. Let
ment. We will see total police numbers rise to just undems have a look at that announcement in detail. In fact, this is

4000 in 2006. a promise by the federal government of up to $7 million over
Also particularly welcome is the fact that there are no newfour years which must be met dollar for dollar by the state

taxes or charges but tax cuts designed to reduce propergypvernment for this state to get any. Over the last two years

taxes for first home buyers and to reduce business taxes. Thar government underspent its FarmBis entitlement, so who

Treasurer in another place described the manner of these clgows how much money will be spent on FarmBis over the

as targeted and affordable. Another welcome announcemenext four years? What we do know is that, after announcing

from the budget is the abolition of bank debits tax from 2005$14 million, only $800 000 will be spent on FarmBis this
The Hon. Caroline Schaefer interjecting: year. In fact, no extra funding will be provided per annum at
TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: Well, we are delivering.  all. The only real commitment is that the government will put

So, we have a budget that focuses on the services that peosieme money into FarmBis 3 rather than miss out altogether

want and need from government. Treasurer Foley in the oth@n the federal government funds available.

place described this budget very well when he said that it Similarly, the government has made much of the ‘new’

provides for the present and builds for the future, and | adanarine innovation strategy, yet | attended a planning session

my support to the 2004-05 budget. for this collaboration between SARDI, the two universities,
The minister | assist has already placed on record, duringpdustry and the CSIRO back in about 2000 or 2001. Like
estimates, an overview of his portfolios, but | should makesvery announcement of this government it is not a new
particular mention of the Regional Statement 2004-05. Initiative: simply and cynically it is nothing more than
welcome the separate regional statement which providegbadging. How much of the $12.9 million announced with
information about new initiatives that have a specificallymuch fanfare is the Rann government contributing? Well, for
regional focus. As pointed out in the statement, the prosperit004-05, the princely sum of $300 000—that’s right:
and well-being of people and communities in regional Soutl$300 000 out of $12.9 million. What about the next year? It

Australia are critical to the sustainability of the entire stategets better: for 2005-06 there is a budget of $500 000. So, of

and the budget commits more than $178 million in newthe $12.9 million announced as a headline initiative, the

money over the next four years. For the areas of food angovernment’s actual expenditure prior to the next election
wine, in which | have particular responsibilities, our obviouswill be $800 000 in total. If that is not smoke and mirrors,
economic drive is in the state—I think that we all agree orwhat is?

that—and the synergies between those industries and the | have looked long and hard in the PIRSA budget for any

regions are also obvious. This government has demonstratsajn of encouragement or any new initiative, but | cannot find

a strong commitment and willingness to listen to all itsany. There is funding for some new food officers out of
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regional development, but the $2.5 million described as However, this government has always said that its
additional funding is merely a rollover of some of the moneypriorities are hospitals and schools, so perhaps | should have
and some of the staff from CIBM and the food sector for thelooked at those two budgets to see how the country people
Department of Trade and Economic Development. It is nofared. Well, | did. The results are depressing to say the least.
new funding, and | suspect it is very much a cutback of stafffhis government has cut $5.6 million in state funds from
and funding in real terms. | am still waiting for answers to thecountry hospitals. For example, the proposed new hospital for
questions | had asked on these matters during estimates, atheé Barossa Valley has been axed and extensions to aged-care
| expect that | will be waiting for some time. Who knows facilities in Millicent, Kapunda and Kangaroo Island have
what | may find when the smoke clears? been shelved—again! Aboriginal health funding has also
Perhaps the most concerning aspect of the PIRSA budgbeen cut. Today we were greeted with the news that two
was that, in spite of desperate need in areas such as drougaspitals on Eyre Peninsula will have their acute care
funding and FarmBis, there was a huge underspend, of whidiacilities scrapped, thereby reducing them to aged-care
$9.3 million was handed back without a whimper to generafacilities only.
revenue under the guise of new budgeting methods. Why? Is The Hon. G.E. Gago interjecting:
this department so demoralised and under-staffed that it The Hon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER: No: we never
cannot even complete budgeted projects? The amount gtrapped any country hospitals; we never closed a country
$9.3 million can go back to Mr Foley, but only $300 000 canhospital.
be found for our ailing dairy industry. Meanwhile, fruitfly  The Hon. G.E. Gago interjecting:

inspection, meat inspection, aquaculture and horticulture are The Hon. CAROL INE SCHAEFER: We never closed
being forced into full cost recovery. a country hospital. The effect of this will be to turn country
There is a strategic plan, but no plan of how to get therepospitals into aged-care facilities—and nothing more. What
no initiative, no ideas and no hope. The announcement qfappens? We know that one of those facilities will be Streaky
$6.8 million towards shoulder sealing on rural roads isgay and the other is conjectured to be either Cummins,
probably the most offensive of all the smoke and mirror actggwell or Wudinna. What happens when there is an emergen-
in this budget. Mr Foley actually said what most of us whocy on one of the main highways? Where do those people go?
drive on these roads already know. Sealing road shoulders o we have to see deaths as a result of no acute care? Sir, you
one of the most effective methods of preventing rollovers angyould know—as | do—that if we scrap an acute care facility
single vehicle accidents on rural roads so, as part of thg 3 country hospital it means that the training, the expertise

government's press release of 26 May titled ‘Budget containgnd the professionalism are no longer there to save people’s
$950 million in capital works this year'—and | repeat, ‘this |jyes.

year—there it was: $6.8 million for extra shoulder sealing  The Hon. G.E. Gago interjecting:
on rural roads. Great, except when one looks at the actual The Hon. CAROL INE SCHAEEER: The Hon. Gail

budget papers: how much of that is for 2004-05? Zip. la40 suggests that we scrapped acute care facilities at
repeat: not one cent. What about for 2005-06? Well, atleagy 4y Bridge. Murray Bridge is one of our largest regional
the government is consistent. There is not one cent of ex”ﬁospitals and, certainly, there are very good acute care
shoulder sealing funding allocated until after the next,jjities there. | might add that they are less than an hour
electlo_n—not one cent. from the city. What | am talking about is country hospitals.
hi X\Il.h'rlﬁ | am s_?etqkmg f?}?.mg. r#ral r:)ads, let m;a |?y|150 There is no new funding for schools, and Ceduna school
Ightight some Inftiatives of this diIShones goverrlmen. Swhich is practically in Third World conditions) still waits for

reduced state black spot funding by $500 000; reduced thg 1, ging it was promised in 2001. The government has
overtaking lanes program by $1 million; and reduced fund'n%ven let us down on its much trumpeted catchcry of law and
for sealing of rural arterial roads by another $1.8 million. J. - \vhere is the new women’s prison? Where are the new
There is no additional money for outback roads which ar oIicé? Like everything else, it is srﬁoke and mirrors.

now in a quite dangerous condition; and there is no money Sy ..\ itment is barely keeping up with attrition, which brings
aside to address what is now a $160 million backlog in roaqne back to the capital works announcement. It stated:
maintenance. Country people must be wondering where some ' '

of their road funds have gone. What has happened to that The budget contains $950 million in capital works this year.
money? Well, $79 million of it is earmarked for a flash newFirst, some of the announcements, such as FarmBis, marine
tram from the city to Glenelg—a project which the innovation and initiatives to increase population and wine
government has casually announced has already blown optomotion, were certainly not capital works in the first place,
by $14 million. but, even more dishonestly, those that were are largely not to
| personally find it offensive that an extra $14 million can be funded at all before 2006-07—after the next election. For
be found for a city-centric project while nothing can be foundexample, the Bakewell Bridge, the bioscience incubator, the
to fix outback roads, where people have no other method dfourism Infrastructure Fund, shoulder sealing of roads and
transport but to drive themselves. They have no publi®vertaking lanes are to be funded after 2006; and even then
transport, let alone a choice. Just to put the icing on the cak@any are rebadging rather than new money.
as far as road funding is concerned, the government has also Where is this miserly government spending its money
scrapped the Outback Tourism Infrastructure Fund. At thérom the windfalls in increased land tax and stamp duty and
same time, they are promoting tourism from within AustraliaGST? Well, we can expect lots more inspectors. There is lots
rather than from overseas. It is extremely difficult to acces®f budgeting for extra occupational health and safety
much of the state by anything other than road, but thénspectors, meat inspectors, health inspectors and people who
government is letting our entire road infrastructure windcan impose fines. There is a lot of extra funding for that, and
down to dangerous levels. Perhaps that is why they hawe lot of extra funding for advice to the government. Let us
agreed to again fund the cattle drive, because, by then, th®pe that some of it is good and they take some of it. Largely,
only way to travel those roads will be by horseback. the government is not spending this money. It is stockpiling
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it so it can brag about a AAA credit rating, so that it canmachine tax revenues until 2007-08, when there will be a part
spend huge amounts buying votes in late 2005. We should ngear revenue impact. In a full year, the smoking ban is
forget that Access Economics has said that the credit ratingxpected to result in a $70 million loss in gaming tax revenue
will be reached only because the previous government soldlom hotels, clubs and the casino.
ETSA to reduce the debt imposed on the people of South We have heard this $70 million figure previously. The
Australia by a previous spendthrift Labor government. only comparative jurisdiction to look at is Victoria. My
Their newfound wealth and the fiscal management thaiinderstanding is that, in Victoria, the ban did not have an
Mr Foley keeps telling us about is, in fact, not the initiative impact to that extent. It had an impact of about 10 per cent,
of this government but of the previous government, and theot the 15 per cent, as | understand this figure factors in, in
same can be said for every financial success that thierms of 15 to 20 per cent in poker machine taxes. My
government has. It has become a bit of a party game amongstiestions to the government are as follows. On what basis
people in South Australia to ask someone to name just ongoes it estimate the $70 million loss of revenue? What is the
new initiative of the Rann government. A stunned silencecomparison? What is the analysis? What is the modelling? Is
always follows. the government relying on its own independent analysis or is
Members interjecting: it, for instance, parroting a figure of someone in the Aust-
TheHon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER: No, actually, it ralian Hotels Association who has discussed this potential
was a Labor senator. This is a spin doctor’s budget by émpact?
government of spin doctors. It gives me no pleasure to The government also talks about harm minimisation
support the second reading. measures. What modelling has been carried out to determine
the specific impact of these various measures, and what
TheHon. NICK XENOPHON: Honourable members, particular measures did the government consider in its
particularly on the other side, have given a critique andestimates of a slowdown in the rate of growth? My response
analysis of the budget, and | do not intend to cover areas tha&d a slowdown in the rate of growth from 5.5 per cent to 5 per
they have already covered. However, | would like to focus ortent is ‘big deal’. It is a pretty poor effort when you consider
two specific issues. The firstissue, and my primary concernhe government's rhetoric in tackling gambling addiction and
relates to the government’s gambling taxes. | have a fewhe impact of problem gambling on the community.
guestions that | wish to put on notice to the government, and | commend the government for its family intervention
| hope that | will receive responses as soon as possible iorders legislation. It is now in force, although it has not been
relation to that matter. But | understand from my discussionpublicised to any great extent but, hopefully, it has been, or
with the government that, if those responses are not forthwill be, through the Break Even service and more widely in
coming before debate on this bill is concluded, they will bethe community. | subscribe to the philosophy that it is much
dealt with as soon as possible thereafter. better to have a fence at the top of the cliff rather than the best
The budget estimates indicate that taxes on gambling wikkquipped ambulance at its base. That is why it is important
be some $405 million this year, an increase of 7.4 per cento have measures in place that prevent people getting hooked
In contrast, the Victorian government has reported a declini the first place. What does the government consider these
for the first time since the smoking ban was implemented irvarious harm minimisation measures will be? Has the
September 2002. Honourable members know my view on thigovernment in its modelling taken into account the proposed
issue and the negative impact that it has on the SoutB0 per cent reduction in the number of poker machines in the
Australian community. We know from the South Australianstate?
Centre for Economic Studies that some 23 000 South These are all important questions in the context of the
Australians have a gambling problem just because of pokeyovernment’s modelling to deal with problem gambling and
machines. The Productivity Commission indicates that, fogambling addiction. | have some scepticism about the
every problem gambler, seven others are affected by it. Seffectiveness of the government’s current measures, given
this is a major social issue: it is a significant cause of povertythat the rate of growth is only predicted to go down from
I commend the Premier for having initiatives to tackle5.5 per cent to 5 per cent in the long term.
poverty but, unless you tackle head-on the impact of gam- The government’s budget papers indicate that there will
bling in the community, you will not address those particularbe a fall of 3.75 per cent in 2007-08. Does the Treasury
issues. analysis go beyond that in terms of a clawing back, and is that
| want to put some questions on notice relating to governfigure of 3.75 per cent in some way inconsistent with the
ment gambling taxes. Much has been made of the goveri$70 million loss in gaming tax revenue from hotels, clubs and
ment’s agenda to tackle problem gambling, but the budgehe casino referred to in the budget paper? | think these are
papers (at page 3.15) indicate that the forward estimateall important issues to determine the extent to which the
provide for a slowing in gaming machine NGR (net gaminggovernment’s much touted measures will be effective in
revenue) growth, with a projected increase of 6 per cent islowing down not so much the rate of poker machine taxes
2004-05 and 5 per cent in 2005-06 and 2006-07, followed byut in tackling head-on the impact of gambling addiction in
a fall of 3.75 per cent in 2007-08. The estimated long-ternmthe community.
rate of growth in gaming machine expenditure has been That brings me to the ancillary point with respect to the
revised down from 5.5 per cent to 5 per cent in recognitiormoney that is set aside for the Gamblers Rehabilitation Fund.
of recently introduced harm minimisation measures—foiit is still a paltry amount of $1.85 million plus contributions
example, industry codes of practice. The introduction ofrom the gambling industry. It is under one-half of 1 per cent
smoking bans in gaming venues will have a small impact of the amount the government collects in gambling taxes.
casino table game revenue from 2004-05 but is not expectdghrlier today | asked a question about the lack of face-to-face
to impact on gaming machine activity in clubs, hotels and theounselling services particularly after hours in the southern
casino until 2007-08. The budget papers go on to say thasuburbs. | imagine that it could well be the same in the
consequently, the smoking ban will not impact on gamingnorthern suburbs and other areas of need. That is a common
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complaint. Another complaint is that people have to wait acontinuing to be punished very harshly by this government,
number of weeks to get assistance. That seems to be quéed it causes me a great deal of concern.

unacceptable given that this is an addiction that has been Honourable members know my views in relation to the
largely brought on by the ease of access to poker machinéspact of gambling. | look forward to the government's
and their proliferation. The government is gaining anspeedy response to the specific questions | put with respect
enormous windfall revenue stream from that and these are ath the matters raised in the budget papers.

issues that need to be dealt with.

My questions to the government specifically in relationto  1heHon. KATE REYNOLDS: | will start my second
the Gamblers Rehabilitation Fund are as follows. How mucti€ading speech on the Appropriation Bill in the same way |
of that money is related to an ongoing advertising campaigndid 1ast year, that is, by voicing the Australian Democrats’
How much of it relates to administration from within the disappointment and frustration with Labor's 2004-05
department? How much of it relates to specific face-to-facdinancial year state budget. However, this year | extend that
counselling services and phone counselling services? | hagiSappointment and frustration to the detail, or rather, lack of
heard criticisms that you cannot always get through to thé€tail contained in the budget papers. Again this year we
24-hour phone counselling service. At the very least, anyongeceived voluminous, glossy-covered budget papers over-
who suffers from an addiction to, in a sense, state-sponsord@wing with figures. However, what we received was not
gambling should be able to get Rolls Royce treatment i£aSy 0 read. It was not easy to understand, and there was
terms of getting the assistance necessary, the intervention a¥@ little information about specific programs and projects
help for themselves and their families to tackle that head-orRnd What action will be taken by government agencies.

They are issues that | think are important in terms of | have heard many people around the corridors of

where the money is going. What measures are there for t rliament, and also in the streets of Adelaide and in country
effectiveness of such services to ensure that gamblirEth and kitchens around South Australia, asking what

addiction is adequately tackled, and that services are mon wallyis °°”t?“”e°' inthese budggt papers. Like many other
tored and followed up to ensure that people are not onl embers of this place, | have received numerous telephone

getting the assistance, but that that assistance is effective | ."S from constituents wanting to know whether their area
the short, medium and long term? These are things that wd interest had been funded. Unfortunately, we were not able

need to know in terms of the amount of money spent, ané?n?'}svivse;é??nsih(g éﬁ%sitqu:rfrss’ ggﬁgfgfé?feanf%??g?g
also that it is spent as effectively as possible. Ply get papers, Peop

. . i the relevant departments. My understanding is that, sadly,
The other issue that | wish to touch on briefly relates to thqhey had little more success than we did.

issue of land tax. Earlier this year | chaired a meeting which ' Giyen the lack of information contained in the budget

was attend_gd by the Leader of the Qpposition, representi pers, we would have appreciated being able to question the
the opposition, and the then acting treasurer, the Horj ivisters directly to determine what funding has been

Mr Conlon, who was there to give the government's point o, 5cated and how, but, of course, standing orders prevent us
view with respect to the issue of land tax. We know that lang,, doing so. So, | would like to use this opportunity to

tax has ancr:ther Windfallll for the government, ang ithas beep, (jine what the Democrats believe are the shortcomings in
biting very hard on small property investors, on the mum and,e pdget in relation to both funding and detailed informa-

dad property investors who could hardly be described as thg,, The pudget poses more questions than it answers and,
big end of town. The government is continuing t0 reap,gain we see alarming figures hidden in the detail, and |
significant benefits from land tax. think the Hon. Caroline Schaefer referred to this as what was
We know that with respect to land tax rates, once you gefevealed when the smoke from the smoke and mirrors had
over $300 000 the marginal rate of tax jumps almost 500 pegiispersed. We find that the celebrated $144 million over four
cent from 35 cents for each $100 (or part $100), to $1.65 foyears in child protection funding for South Australia is only
each $100 (or part $100). That is a significant jump. We$g0 million, given that $60 million of that amount just meets
know from the property boom that many properties have beeghe current funding shortfall in the department’s operations.
pushed into that bracket of $300000 plus, particularly The budget also fails to outline expenditure related to the
investment properties. Itis not so much ‘bracket creep’, it iyovernment’s appointment of Bob Collins as the coordinator
‘bracket wallop’ in terms of the impact it has on small of the APY lands, with very little announced at any point
Investors. about the details of his contract. Like many other people, we
| believe that, in ignoring the plight of the small investors would like to know how much Mr Collins is being paid and
in this year's budget, the government has really failed a lotvhat the terms of his contract comprise. Of course, none of
of ordinary South Australians whose only nest egg is a smathat information is available in the budget. In relation to
property investment apart from their family home. | believeindigenous issues, we would like to have asked the minister
this is something that will come back to haunt the governto confirm whether or not a range of items will be funded in
ment. If it decides to do a pre-election sweetener next year ke current financial year and, if so, to what amount. This
tinkering with the rates, then | think it might be too late, includes programs such as the Aboriginal family care
because it is actually causing a lot of hardship. | am venadvisory forums, which have been mooted and were to be
disappointed that it has not been prepared to review thaheld in locations to reflect and respect the needs of Aboriginal
When you hear about bed-and-breakfast operators such e@smmunities.
Beverly Pfeiffer who is looking at selling her business We would like to have asked about the implementation of
because land tax is going up so significantly, you realise thatey recommendations and new initiatives as part of the South
this government is really not supporting small businesses iAustralian Aboriginal justice strategic directions plan. We
the state. | think that with some irony the big end of town iswould like to have asked about the lifting of the Adelaide city
getting relief through payroll tax exceptions, but when itdry zone and the completion of additional drug and alcohol
comes to the mum and dad property investors, they argervices and whether or not the two indigenous specific
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mental health workers will be placed in CAHMS and within from government in the way of a cohesive strategy built on
the DHS. We would like to have asked about the developpolicy and stated outcomes. It is essential that a whole of
ment of the Aboriginal heritage risk management programgovernment response is formulated to ensure that each and
We would like to have asked the minister how many staff areevery department that deals with the issue of child protection
currently employed in the Aboriginal heritage unit and whathas a coordinated approach, adequate resources and appropri-
positions they hold. We would like to have asked whether angte policy, leading to a uniform response across the
staff were moved out in the past financial year, whether angovernment.
of those staff were indigenous people and whether there are This leads to the fact that the state government has
any plans to move staff out in this financial year. committed to increasing the funding to the understaffed and
In relation to the disability portfolio, plenty of programs exhausted Department of Family and Youth Services, now
are left wanting, and it is a sad blight on our state when wé&nown as CYFS. That is welcome, but the important and
cannot fund even adequate services for those in our commuonanswered question is: will it now boost its real recurrent
ity who have a disability. It is particularly disappointing to expenditure on child protection above $180 per child, which
see valued and much-needed programs, such as the Movistjll leaves it well below other states? Also on the topic of
On program (about which | have spoken here on othefamilies and communities, it would be interesting to know—
occasions) being denied the funding it so desperately needsd the budget papers certainly do not tell us this—whether
and deserves. This is a post-school day options prograstatewide child protection training programs for education
which assists young people with severe intellectual disabiliworkers, foster care placement services, carer training and
ties to make the transition from school to the next phase asupport services will be funded and, if so, to what amount?
their life. As part of the budget, the minister announced that On the housing front, first home buyers have welcomed
the program would receive $1.2 million in additional funding, the small contribution the government has made through
which he claimed was an 18 per cent increase from last yeastamp duty relief, which | understand will save first home
However, given that the program is underfunded by $3.2 milbuyers an average of $2 500; however, there is plenty of other
lion, itis clear that this money will not go anywhere near farhousing related information that is lacking in the budget.
enough, nor does it take into account that there will be a 20Vhile the government has chosen to provide what some
per cent increase in school leavers who will move into thepeople have described as meagre assistance to first home
program next year. As the parents of children or younduyers, there is precious little for others who are not any-
people in this program have told us, the government isvhere near a position to buy their own home. For example,
responsible for the worst funding support of any of thethere is no funding for Homelessness SA, despite the state
Australian states, which we think should force the ministerbeing in the midst of a homelessness crisis. Again, there was
the Premier and the entire cabinet to hang their heads imo reinstatement of the rent relief scheme to help those people
shame. who need assistance to ensure that they can rent a home or
The underfunding of disability services does not stopavoid losing their rental property.
there. The budget also raises questions about whether funding There was no mention of a joint approach to remodel and
has been allocated to provide additional respite services fancrease the supply of boarding house accommodation nor a
carers, age appropriate vacation care for older children witeecretariat to provide policy advice on homelessness.
physical disabilities, expansion of behavioural programs foCertainly, there were not any details about whether there was
adolescents and children with challenging behaviours, 1ihcreased funding for capacity building for community
additional allied health positions for community basedhousing organisations as has been called for repeatedly by the
rehabilitation for children with acquired brain injury and four sector and, of course, that is a call that the Democrats have
additional positions for case management. These progranssipported. There was no reference to the establishment of an
and services have been called for repeatedly, and we do nisidependent tenancy advice service. Of course, we are still
know whether or not they will be funded. waiting for the State Housing Plan, which we hope will be
One program the budget papers did actually detail relateshore substantial than the Infrastructure Plan, which | have
to the transport subsidy scheme. The Democrats called for dreard described as the plan you have when you are not having
extension of the South Australian transport subsidy scheme, plan.
from its single round trip per week to three trips, and access While drawing attention to the needs of poor and vulnera-
for people with visual impairment unable to travel safely onble people in South Australia, we were disappointed, to say
public transport, at a cost of $15.5 million. However, thethe least, that there is still no budget line to be found to
government saw fit to allocate only $4.3 million, which is indicate that the Rann government is intending to make a
obviously a long way short of the funding needed to provid€formal response to the Social Development Committee’s
this service adequately. poverty inquiry. Twelve months ago when | spoke in this
We applaud the recent announcement that the stafdace to the committee’s report, | said that the Rann Labor
government has appointed Pam Simmons as the state’s figvernment has now had more than a year and two budgets
children’s and young person’s guardian. We certainlyto show that it is willing to move beyond a narrow portfolio
commend that appointment, but what support staff she wilbr silo approach to social development. A clear policy
have has not been made clear. Therefore, it is imperative thsamework, strong links across departments and realistic
the minister outline what funding and resources have beeresourcing are all essential if the social well-being of this
allocated to this much-needed and welcomed position anstate is truly valued as highly as its economic well-being.
what support staff will be available. Whilst this appointmentTwo and a half years into its term of office and three budgets
was a key recommendation in the Layton report, some 1&ter, little has changed.
months after the report was released we are yet to see a My colleague the Hon. Sandra Kanck referred earlier this
comprehensive strategic or formal whole of governmenevening to what she called the government's unhealthy
response. So far, we have a mishmash of spending announadsession with a AAA credit rating. Any person living on a
ments, which is far from what was expected and requiredbw or fixed income in South Australia will tell you that the
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gap between the rich and the poor in this state continues to Yet a community which denies basic rights to a minority group
widen. They do not give a toss how pleased the Treasurer ¥ghich has no public voice, is a community without compassion and
with getting a good scorecard from some obscure economiféithout dignity.

rating agency: they want to know that the government ig put it this way: the community has a right to expect that our
doing something about helping people who are strugglingommunity corrections system will deliver to the people of
with keeping a roof over their heads and food on the table. South Australia improved outcomes and a positive experience
remind members—those on the government benches, in order to improve general community safety and our general
particular, whom | ask to draw this to the attention of thelifestyle.

Treasurer who | suspect does not take a great deal of interest The annual report of the Department for Correctional
in the views of members of this place—that the very firstServices, tabled in November last year, reported the follow-
recommendation of the Social Development Committee’sng: revenues (and that includes prisons, labour, salary,
poverty inquiry report was that the government develop angecoups, sales, etc.), $11.4 million and total expenses,
implement an anti-poverty strategy. It is the view of the$133 million. Of the $133 million of expenses, $98 million
Australian Democrats that this should have been a priorityas spent on custodial services, $14.6 million on community
area of expenditure. based services and $20.4 million on rehabilitation and
{é—;*paration. In the notes, the figures show some real problems,

Last July I challenged the government to announce a da ) . Rt
for the release of its response to the poverty inquiry so tha{pcludmg a huge blow-out in workers compensation liabilities

we could scrutinise how the Rann Labor government sees i&f $10 ml]l|on (@ 500 per cent increase), and a 20 per cent
role in preventing and alleviating poverty and ensuring gnerease in WorkCover Ievy payments—but that is another
decent life for all South Australians. It failed to meet tha’t'oortf(.)IIO area that | do not intend to cover any further this
challenge, and the absence of any indication in this budget @fven!ng. ) ) ) .
any planned action does not bode well for the future of this It IS @lso interesting to note that Mobilong is the most
state. We have found this year’s budget to be not only shoRrofitable in relation to prison labour. Early last financial year
on funding for essential social action but very short onthe minister appointed anew CEO, Mr Peter Severin, and he
details, and yet long on headline opportunities and rhetoridS faced with some enormous challenges; in that respect |
wish him well. Having met him on two occasions | am
There were many pre-budget leaks about big spendingnpressed with his dedication; however, in my view his
projects before the document was released, providingiggest liability is the government and, in particular, a penny-
ministers with several opportunities to beat the governmentise and pound-foolish leadership group. What budget was
chest about what it was dOing in South Australia well befOI’Q’]e given? Atpage 4.167 the budget papers show revenues at
the budget lock-up. However, credit must go where credit i%7.8 million and expenses of $126 million. That seems to me
due, and it certainly seems that this government has perfecteg be a drop of $3.5 million in net revenues—and | am not
the art of a detail-free budget where readers are swampegire why that should be the case—and a drop of $7 million
with reams of pages of figures and minimal descriptions ofn expenditure. Indeed, of the net expenses of $118 million,
just where the dollars will be spent. If, as the Hon. Carmekgg million is to be spent on custodial services, $14.7 million
Zollo said, the Treasurer truly wants to provide for theon community based services, and $16.7 million on rehabili-
present and build for the future, he and cabinet would do wellation and reparation. 1 am not sure how these figures
to remember that low income earners and people requiringiterrelate, because either there is a significant decrease in

social services in metropolitan, rural and regional Soutfexpenditure on corrections or one set of figures | have
Australia are as worthy of the government's attention as theeferred to is wrong.

big end of town. | am cautious about these figures because of the govern-
ment’s rhetoric. The minister, either in this place or through
TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: This bill seeks the approval his press releases, has said that there has been an increase in
of parliament by the executive to appropriate $6.9 billion. Fooverall expenditure. Indeed, under a heading entitled
the purpose of this contribution | propose to direct my'$15 million extra for correctional services,’ a press release
comments to the Justice portfolio, in particular the Departissued by the Hon. Terry Roberts on 17 June this year stated:
ment for Correctional Services and the $125 million appropri- - The Rann government has significantly increased the budget for
ated for that purpose. To get an idea where Corrections sitse Department for Correctional Services, allowing it to greatly boost

in this budget, it is interesting to note that we spend thets ability to tackle repeat offending and help reduce crime.

o . ian- Correctional Services Minister Terry Roberts has today revealed the
following in other budget areas: Arts, $92 million; Trade, major funding boost during Parliamentary Estimates Committee

$94 million; Police, $361 million; Courts, $64 million; pearings. He says the increases in the department's budget total more
Environment, $227 million; Transport, $279 million; than $15 million over the next four years.

E;arlglmentt, $1Z.6fr|;ulllor); Audg(g-ct;)_enetral, $11.m'"t'°rg ar;ds;rhere we have it: according to the minister an increase in
€ Department of Fremier and --abinét Comes in at about 3& enditure, but according to the budget figures a significant

times the cost of parliament at $61 million. decrease. | am not sure how | can reconcile those figures, and
The expenditure of $125 million is a lot of money— | am fairly confident that a member of the public would have
money that | know could easily be spent elsewhere. Howevegven greater difficulty than me. | suppose | could have got to
in looking at the expenditure of $125 million on corrections,the bottom of this if we had an estimates process that
we need to look at whether or not we get value for money oréeflected the federal parliament’s estimate process, but we do
as some might put it, to get a return on our investment. Thatot. Indeed, | think some serious consideration ought to be
is, in my view, the demand that the community makes. Igiven to some suggestions made by my leader in relation to
might even be described as a community righe Advertiser ~ the estimates process and how it is undertaken.
last Saturday in its editorial referred to this issue in the Inany event, | would be grateful if the government could
following terms: reconcile the figures in the annual report and the expenditure
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for the 2001-02 financial year and the expenditure reported The graph at page 7.3 shows that South Australia was
at pages 4.159 and 4.167 of this year’'s budget papers. Féourth in expenditure behind Western Australia, New South
example, expenses for that year in the annual report aM/ales and Queensland on a per capita basis. The minister
$133 million, yet the budget papers show an expenditure ofould have us believe that that is because we do not have the
$116 million at page 4.167 or $106 million at page 4.159real serious criminal activity that we see in New South Wales,
However, it is interesting to note the following from the and | draw members’ attention to an answer to a question that
budget papers: rehabilitation for the 2001-02 financial yeal put to him some weeks ago. However, at page 7.5 the report
is at $20.9 million, yet for the 2003-04 year itis at $20.8 mil-shows that we were fourth behind Western Australia,
lion. That is a comparison between the last budget of thQueensland and New South Wales and, mysteriously, ahead
Liberal government and the last budget of this governmentf Victoria. In community corrections we had the highest rate
and what we have is a reduction in expenditure on rehabilitaef any of the states—and in that respect | would draw
tion of some $100 000. So, | am not sure where the ministamembers’ attention to page 7.14.

gets his press release suggesting that he is spending $15 mil- The prisoner escape rate is set out at page 7.19. It shows,
lion extra for correctional services to ‘greatly boost its ability despite what the minister says, that South Australia had the
to tackle repeat offending and help reduce crime’. second highest abscond rate from open and secure perimeter

In any event, we have an increase in custodial service§iaols in Australia—more than double that of Tasmania,
The 2003-04 budget for custodial services was $90 milliorVictoria and New South Wales. When I am quoting these
and for 2001-02 it was $82 million. That is an increase offigures I am ignoring the Northern Territory and the ACT and
10 per cent, or 5 per cent over the two years, which reflects@m only comparing the states. One might recall that the
slightly more than the inflation rate and no more, yet we havéninister said to me in answer to a question that the reason
a government that is constantly on television and radio saying/hy there are different statistics in New South Wales is that
that it is tougher on law and order. If it is tougher on law andit has much more serious crime. They are interesting
order one might have expected some increase in our prisdiiiminals because, despite the fact that they are much tougher
population but, if one looks at the figures (and | will come toCfiminals out of much more organised operations, they do not
this in more detail), that does not appear to be the cas€eem towantto escape or abscond to the same extent as they
particularly in comparison with other states. Still, it is ando in this state. _ N o
expenditure increase of $8 million if you take those figures. ~ The figures shown in the Productivity Commission report
That, however, is an increase of 83 prisoners (and that is wh@f) community corrections are also interesting. Page 7.17
they have in the budget papers in that period of time) or a coddicates that South Australia has the second worst perform-
of $100 000 per prisoner—nice if you can get it. Obviously,@nce when it comes to the completion of community correc-

that is a crude analysis; nevertheless, it is one that can B©ns orders. What | am referring to here is whether or not a
made. prisoner complies with the requirements of an order made by

In relation to community based services we see th court or the requirements of an order made by the Parole

following: for 2001-02, $13.1 million; and for 2003-04, oard. The re_port sta.lte.s:

$14.9 millon. Thatis an increase of 14 per cent, or certainly 1 fe & BE e 0 e Lo e o cese-
more than inflation. The figures In this area show that onl)ful completion occurs when the offender breaches an order (failing
40 per cent of cases, where there is a draft case managemeftomply with the conditions of the order) or commits a further
plan within eight weeks of entry into the community correc-offence. Data needs to be interpreted with care because, for example,
tions system, are complied with. Also, the total budget foranlog_pﬁr centci_rder comele_’l[ion fitguae tcoutld mean eithber eX%eptiorf"
community corrections services is $14.9 million, and | am nof Y 11 ComPIance or 1aflre fo aefect or act on breaches o

sure which part of this $15 million announcement comes int ompliance.
that CategOEy- ? think that qualification ought to be acknowledged. Notwith-

| t 1 think the fi K for th | atanding that, we are the second worst.
nany event, I think the igures spea orthemseives and 1, rajation to reparation, which is the technical term for
do seem at odds with the minister's comments today th?

there has b bstantial i ; dit ind ison employment, we are behind Western Australia,
there has been a substantial Increase In expenaiture. INde&fe,ia and New South Wales. Only about 70 per cent of
if there has been, one would hope that the minister coul

L . - ) ligible prisoners in South Australia are engaged in gainful
present it in a form signed off by his departmental Off'cers.employment, and that is something that this government

which would show clearly that there has been an increase i}, |4'seek to address and seek to address with some priority.
expenditure. So, what is the current state of corrections in this We have heard the minister say over and over again that

state? this government does lots and lots on education and training
A good starting point is the Productivity Commission’s and that this government is working very hard in this area. In
report on government services, which was released early thiiat respect | would draw the minister's attention to his
year. In the preface, at page 7.3, the commission reports thgt 5 million press release of 17 June. The Productivity
expenditure on corrective services for 2002-03 in AUStrali@c)mmission says Something different. At page 7.20 it shows
was $1.7 billion. If one takes last year's annual report, thathat, of the proportion of prisoners enrolled in education and
is partly comprised of a $125 million expenditure in Southtraining in this country, South Australia is the worst perform-
Australia. Coincidentally, that is 8.333 per cent of thejng. We have the lowest participation rate and that is, to
national Spend on Corrections, which is entirely in accord Witmndersta[e it, disappointing_ If we look at page 7.21 and those
our spend based on population. If one takes those figurespages following which outline the cost of prisoners, they

that we are spending roughly the national average oBhow that we are not performing all that well. At page 7.21
corrections—one might then go to the Productivity Commisit states:

sion report and see how we are performing in corrections in Inputs per output unit—cost per prisoner

regard to what this state is managing to deliver for this A measure of efficiency in resource management is the cost of
$125 million expenditure. prison services divided by the number of prisoner day3 he total
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cost (combined recurrent and capital costs) per prisoner per dagspond at all. The statement is a series of excuses, and | have
... range from $250 in the ACT to $161 in the NT. to say that it is indicative of its performance at this point. One
Of all the states of Australia, we have the second higheqaragraph from the state government's response, which
recurrent cost, according to the Productivity Commissionappears at page 7.33, states:

Whilst we might be funded on the basis of the national The high prison utilisation capacity in SA is problematic. The
average, on just about every performance indicator we are fpepartment for Correctional Services is currently in the process of
the bottom half. There is more, as they say in the advertisgléveloping a business case for the building of a new 120-bed

. women’s prison. Consideration will shortly be given to the extension
ment. If we look at the real recurrent cost per prisoner pef P ybeg

day, on the basis of that figure we also have the highest C°§t0 there we have it. We have the state saying, ‘Don’t worry

of the states. . , )
One of the other concerning issues is in relation tgf20ut these figures. We know they're nottoo flash, butwe're
ng to build a new women'’s prison.

: ; . goi
mmunit rrections. At 7.25 the most damnin .
community corrections page 7.25 the most da gg | was absolutely shocked when the Treasurer rose to his

figures | have seen in relation to corrections are outlined. Lﬁt tthi d said that th oo had b
me quote the paragraph, because this is a significant findi etthis yearand said that the new women's prison had been
t on hold, particularly when one looks at minutes of

nth rt of the Pr ivi mmission. | : . . . . )
on the part of the Productivity Co ssion. [t states meetings reporting the Chief Executive Officer of the

Inputs per output unit—offender-to-staff ratio department saying that the announcement of the construction
This indicator compares the daily average number of offender

with staff numbers. Offender-to-staff ratios for community correc-gf a new women's prison was Imminent. T,hen, we get that
tions range from 29.7 offenders per staff member in SA to 16.5 ifame excuse that this government cannot find, in the state of
WA in 2002-03. SA also reported the highest ratio of offenders taSouth Australia, one single place that might be suitable for
‘operational staff’ (42.5) while Victoria reported the lowest (22.0). 3 women’s prison.
What we have here is clear evidence that those people who Mr President, just to give you an idea of the sorts of issues
are released on parole or released pursuant to an order of it we have here, let me quote from the Productivity
court, subject to the supervision of a parole officer, are les€ommission report on inputs per output unit, or prison
likely to be supervised in South Australia than in any part ofutilisation. The report states:
the commonwealth. That is the point that | have been trying A prison system?’s utilisation rate is considered to be an indicator
to make consistently over the past few weeks in askingf the efficiency with which private and publicly owned assets are
Guestons of ths minister—not many of which have beer ) L0 O o e et s secommeie
ansvyered, | might add—or when I.h.ave bee.n tal'klng to th(% n for the Eansfer of prisoners, provide speciari purpose accommo-
media. There are two aspects to this issue. First, if we expeghtion such as hospital and protection units, provide separate
a reduced rate of recidivism and if we are to remove theacilities for males and females, cater for different security levels,
revolving door concept of imprisonment in this state, then w@nﬁsggglnv%/(i)tp (jroatsgerz?(gugt#atllggssgé Lﬂg?gezro%gn;%%r;-rg;isgg
havg to ensure that prisoners are properly supported du”.r#%m 108.2 per cgnt in Sout% Augtraliato 76.4 per centinthe A(%T.
the time when they are most in need of that support, that is, o ) )
immediately following their release. But there is also a more3ear in mind that the ACT does not really have a prison, it
important, significant aspect to this outrageous statistic. Ifas a remand facility, and that is that. It continues:
there is better supervision by parole officers, it is more likely  In New South Wales, Victoria and South Australia it exceeded
that less crime will be committed. The community is more100 per cent of nominal design capacity.
likely to be safer with a greater supervisory function on theln South Australia we also have the highest secured custody
part of parole officers. utilisation rate, which is at 110.8 per cent. | can fully accept
Let me put it in context. | know members opposite havethat there might be short periods of time where a prison
proceeded to lecture me on these issues for a bit over system might have to deal with a utilisation rate that is
decade now, but we get very upset about the issue of clasggnificantly higher than the optimum level. One of those
sizes. | know that the education union—supported in rhetoriperiods of time might be when you are building a new gaol.
but not by much else—and members opposite demand loBut what we have here is overcrowding and no plan by this
class sizes and something in the order of 20 children. In termgovernment—or certainly one that has not been released—
of education we say that it is difficult for a school teacher toabout how it will deal with overcrowding.
properly and adequately supervise 20 children for a period of, What we can conclude from that is that this prison system,
say, eight to nine hours a day. They are generally law abidingespite spending the national average, is under extraordinary
and unlikely to get up to too much mischief, provided therepressure. We have a below average system for an average
is reasonably adequate supervision. Yet, in relation teost. That by itself does not tell the story, for a number of
prisoners—people who have been released from gaol—wh@asons. What it does not tell us is the potential for future
have committed serious crime, albeit crime that would attractrouble. The system is under pressure. All systems are put
prison terms of more than five years, and who are probablynder pressure from time to time but, if that pressure
in gaol after committing a number of offences—becauseontinues to build or is sustained, history teaches us that there
people do not often get sentenced to a period of imprisonmemill be a cost inflicted upon the community of South
of greater than five years for a first offence—we have &\ustralia. This government had an opportunity to relieve that
supervision ratio of more than 42 people per parole officerpressure and, because it does not see any short-term votes or
| suggest that there is not a parole officer in this world whoa quick climb in the opinion polls, it has put the safety of
should be expected to undertake a workload of that level. lprisoners, prison staff and, ultimately, the community and our
is unfair on the parole officer, it is unfair on the system andfamilies at risk by making these short-term decisions and that,
most importantly, it is unfair on the community and theif | can understate it, is disappointing.
people of South Australia. Some might ask, ‘What is the evidence that the prison
The state government’s response to the Productivitgystem is in trouble?’ What we are seeing is more headlines,
Commission is interesting, in the sense that it does namnore community disquiet and more problems coming out of

f prison facilities for men.
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the prison system than we have seen since 1992. The prison The Hon. R.K. SNEATH: | rise on a point of order, Mr
system is now back on the front page. Let me give just dcting President. | have been misquoted by the Hon. Mr
couple of examples. The recent gaol break in Port Augustd&edford. | suggested that the Hon. Mr Redford was Sergeant
where the prisoner was nicking out to go to the odd party an&hultz, not the minister.
slip down to the pub, was described Tiye Advertiser, | think The ACTING PRESIDENT (Hon. J.S.L. Dawkins):
quite pertinently, as being the equivalent bfogan’s  There is no point of order.
Heroes—prisoners who can leave and return to gaol at will. TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: We have a minister who
Exceedingly disturbingly, despite a regime of reportingknows nothing, he sees nothing, and if something goes wrong
directly to the minister should incidents such as this occumhe ducks around the corner. If he does not do that himself his
no report was given to the minister for a period of up to agovernment department says, ‘We've got a beauty here
month—I think, probably more accurately, close to threecomrades! He is the Sergeant Shultz. We won't tell him
weeks.The Advertiser editorial summed it up on 7 July when anything and everything will be all right’. Unfortunately, |
it said: have news for the minister: | do not think that will be a good
If Correctional Services cannot properly fund the security of its2nd successful long-term strategy in dealing with some of the
facilities—its core activity—then the State Government should writeproblems and difficult issues that he is confronting in
it a cheque. corrections. | hope that his recent experiment with the
It continued: Sergeant Shultz philosophy in running corrections in South
Like the situation at Port Augusta itself, this is also unacceptabIeAUStra"a. IS somethlr_lg that he has putin the bin, and that he
Surely a matter as serious—and as embarrassing for the Goverdtarts trying to run this department, because at the end of the
ment—should have been brought to his attention the day it waday that is what the electorate expects him to do.
discovered. We then have another issue in relation to prisons. Despite

I just hope that those who were responsible for bringing thi¢he premier’s rhetoric that it is all law and order—he was on
to the attention of the minister have been dealt with, becaudélly again tonight saying, ‘I'm tough on law and order'—
the next time there is an escape and the minister is not on tdpose of us in the know start to giggle when he says that. We
of it the opposition will be seeking the minister's head on aknow that, when the Premier talks about being tough on law
plate. Itis entirely unacceptable for directives given to publicand order, we are looking at a big increase in prisoners next
servants to be ignored, particularly with respect to informayear; we are looking at a massive increase next year. The
tion that ought to have been given. Part of the editorial statedrison population is going to go up by seven or eight
Heads would have rolled if the Opposition had fired a questiorP"1SONers—an increase of 0.48 per cent. There is ‘tough on

at an unprepared Mr Roberts in State Parliament last week. aw and order’ for you. If you want to be tough on law and
order, go and have a chat to Bob Carr or Bracks where they

| read that with some wry bemusement because, 0bV'OUS|¥1'ave increased prison populations in the order of 25 to 30 per

the writer of the editorial is completely unaware that it doesCent

not m_atterwhatquestion you ask the Hon. Terry Robe(ts, he | am not saying that that is the policy that ought to be
remains unflappable, and he does so using the technique gfi ) o 't the Premier should not stand up there and act
failing to direct any Qf his answers to the questions that _mlgh ke a decoy in some Italian movie and keep saying the same
have b.een. put to him at any stage. | hope that the writer 1hing over and over again, because after a while the only
that editorial can pt_srhaps come down he“? one day (he wi erson who will believe it is the bloke saying it himself and,
probably need to bring some keep-awake pills and take a fewj) s case it is the Premier. If he is tough on law and order,
and listen to the Hon. Terry Robertg read. his pre-prepqregur prisons would have more people; but he is not, and they
answers that bear absolutely no relationship to any questions” o+ have more people, and the fidures bear tha{t out
that we on this side of the chamber might consider asking When the Chair of the,ParoIe Board (I will get on to the
him. - . . Deputy Chair in a minute) starts criticising the revolving door

| note that the minister has been quite candid about thg iy that this government has in relation to law and order,
fact that there has been a failure on the part of the syste

: . is is not an issue about being tough on law and order. |
When | read that article | thought, ‘Should | feel sorry for the oy this is a complex issue. The more the Premier opens his
minister?’ | must say that | did, because the minister’

. X . Smouth on this, the more | wonder about his intellectual
performance had all the episodesuigan'sHeroescrashing — capacity. Itis an issue of how you prevent crime in the state,
into my mind, and I thought, "Where would the Hon. Terry v ensure that those people released from prison do not
Roberts fit into this system ddogan’s Heroes?” He would e 6¢fand and what you can do to support that. We also have
not be Hogan because he has nothing to escape from exceRinher issue in relation to prisons. We have industrial
his white car. o disputation. | know that this is not the minister for correc-
The Hon. RK. Sheath interjecting: tion's direct responsibility. | understand that they have that
TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: The honourable member has other failed minister looking after this—the Minister for
got it in one. He came up with it just as | did; he is the |ndustrial Relations, the Hon. Michael Wright. He is the one
Sergeant Shultz of the South Australian corrections systenyho you might remember, Mr President, dropped a lazy half
The Hon. R.K. Sneath: No, you're Schultz. a billion dollars in relation to WorkCover.
TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: No; | am not Shultz, because I understand that all Jan McMahon, the General Secretary
I am not the minister. | know that deep down you would like of the PSA, wants is to have a meeting with this minister.
me to be the minister, but | am not the minister; | am inThat is all she wants to do; she wants to discuss a few issues.
opposition. It is the Hon. Terry Roberts who is minister, andBut, what do we get in the paper over the past week or so?
the Hon. Bob Sneath came up with exactly the same decisidiVe get the government bleating that Jan McMahon and the
that | did—that the Hon. Terry Roberts is the Sergeant ShultPSA are pro Liberal. | will let the government in on a little
of the South Australian prison system. He knows nothing andecret: Jan McMahon and the PSA are not pro Liberal. We
he says nothing— never thought they were, and | am happy to go through a few
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things that would indicate that Jan McMahon and the PSA ar®onday on the Nicole Haack show on 5AA. | will go through

not pro Liberal. a couple of matters that were raised, because they really
Ifin relation to this government anybody is game enougtstunned me when | read them. Nicole Haack said:

to poke their head out and say that the sky is blue or tell Mike - \ve are joined now by Dr Chris Holmwood, who is the man who

Rann a straight fact, he goes straight for the jugular. He sayseads up the South Australian Prison Health Servicapparently,

to the PSA that it is pro Liberal. | am sure that is designed t@nd I've got to say that | was quite astounded by the figures, some

undermine Jan McMahon'’s position. He said to the Deput)go 000 pills have been handed out for mental health problems in the
: ) . delaide Remand Centre alane that's indicative of what | suggest

hair of the Parole Board h d d 9

Chair of the Parole Board, a man who received an Order g3 widespread problem.

Australia for his services to the Parole Board and correction . . : .

and various other areas in the state, that he is not toug{wa\’e to say that this has to be th? biggest chemist shop in

enough. It has nothing to do with being tough. One way or thé'€ world handing out that many _p'”.S'

other it has something to do with how you manage problems An honourable member interjecting:

that you might be suffering as a consequence of crime in the TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: No; they could not do

state. Simply standing up in front of a television set, stamping0 000. There are not enough people there. Dr Chris Holm-

one’s foot and saying ‘I'm tough on law and order’ might Wood said:

work for a week; it might work for a month; it might even | guess absolute numbers wise we have aignificant number

work for a year. But, sooner or later, people are going tf people within prisons who have got a psychotic condition and as

wake up to this Premier well as that there are people with depression and with post-traumatic
. ) - stress disorder and issues like thatsome of those require

It may not show in the opinion polls at the moment, but, e ications for their management so there are a large number of

as | travel around talking to different people, | am amazed agrisoners who are taking either antipsychotic or antidepressant
the number of people who come up to me and say, ‘Thisnedication to assist them with this condition, yes.

Premier just doesn't get it. He's really dumb, or he’s alljcole Haack then asked him whether he had any concerns,
strings and sealing wax, and we've got to get rid of him’.3nd he said:

More and more people are telling me that on a daily basis. | think you've got to put it in context and the background

The Holn. Paul Holloway may smile, but that is what iSfrequencyofthese sorts of conditions in the community is reasonably
happening. high as well, particularly depression people with psychotic
Let us look at what other people are saying. Leigh Garretproblems are much, much more likely to come into prison.

of the Offenders Aid and Rehabilitation Service says thissg, that seems to explain why there seems to be a fairly high

about the Adelaide Women's Prison: number of pills. He then says this (and | find this extraordi-

I think the Adelaide Women’s Prison is shameful and ought tonary) in answer to a question from Nicole Haack about the
be replaced as quickly as possible. figures gradually escalating in regard to mental problems in
Quite correctly, he points out: the community:

... thevast majority of people who go into prisons come outand  It's hard to know, because longer general data hasn't really been
in fact if we don't treat them with some degree of respect anccollected . . either in this jurisdiction or in any other jurisdiction in
provide opportunities for them to fix up the deficits that they mayAustralia . . probably the tightest figures are from New South Wales
have, or the problems that they have, then we are in fact wasting thgs part of a 2001 inmate health survey. They came up with a
money we're already spending in my opinion. prevalence of about 7 per cent but they did an inmate health survey

He also decries the lack of programs in the women'’s prisor{iV€ yéars previous to that, but they didn't specifically look at the
ihstance of schizophrenia in that study so we haven’t got longitudinal

| visited the women'’s prison last Monday, and itis indeed &jata to say whether there has been an increase. But if you talk with
disgrace. | will raise a couple of other issues, but | will notstaff, either correctional officers or health staff who have had a long
do so now. Perhaps some time later this week | will try to tripassociation with prisons, then the anecdotal evidence is that these
the minister up on one of his prepared speeches in what €: - - certainly the incidence of them are increasing, yeah.
euphemistically describes as an answer. As | walked arourithere is then a general discussion about how you deal with
the women'’s prison, what struck me (apart from the fact thathese mental health problems, and Dr Holmwood says this in
it is a pretty old building in sad need of replacement) is therelation to some of the problems he has faced:

sheer waste of human resources. | have to say that the guards, ink in terms of skilled staff, James Nash House and the
to whom | spoke seemed to be quite diligent in their tasks angorensic Mental Health Service have an in reach service, but really
seemed to understand what was required of them. Certainl%ey’re flat out, and the service is good in terms of the quality, but

their morale was better than | anticipated. However, to ge edqua”tit.y is pr%bab('jyla hallgor_aﬁr;irdfpf what we ”ee‘tjh- isolif !t
; . ad a magic wand and | could wish for five years down the track, i
from one point to another, just to move around the gaol fo ould be that we'd have a larger and better resource in reach service

them to do their daily work, took them ages. That must takerom Forensic Mental Health Services, that would start to help us to
up an enormous amount of time and must be an enormousanage these people appropriately and make sure that their
hindrance to their productivity. di_scharge_s are planned when they're released so that you don't get
If you build a new gaol with modern security, you will S revolving doar. . that sometimes happens.
find that the staff will be able to get on and do more thingsThere we have it. We have another significant and serious
and that there will be cost savings in all sorts of differentchallenge in this state facing our correctional system. He then
ways. You might even find that some of the staff are able t@ddresses the issue of diversion services. Members might
assist the prisoners in a more tangible way, rather than theiemember that diversion services for the Pit Lands were
staring at locked gates waiting for some central securityctually in a budget at one stage with this government, but it
system to let them through. However, | give the ministerhas mysteriously disappeared. In answer to a question the
some gratuitous advice on that issue, and | am sure that meinister talked about some facility in the Northern Territory,
will endeavour to take it on board. which is terrific. We are going to send our prisoners to the
Another issue that corrections faces was set out by DNorthern Territory! Maybe we could send our nuclear waste
Chris Holmwood, Director of the South Australian Prisonthere, too.
Health Service, in arather extraordinary interview given last The Hon. T.G. Roberts interjecting:
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TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: Well, you have been there TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: The Hon. Bob Sneath
more often than me. It is a wonder that they let you back ininterjects again. | just wish he would not do it. He is starting
In answer to a question about having more diversion meage sound as dumb as the Premier.

ures he stated: The ACTING PRESIDENT: The Hon. Mr Sneath will

I think we should . . there is some diversion that occurs but it is have an opportunity to make a contribution if he wishes. He
Forial and semonaing. and 1S not b dert away rom the cogre —ouId cease interjecting.
t%endiversion. . for no%-\/iolent offenders, minor p¥operty offenders _ TheHon. A.J.REDFORD: Thank you, Mr Acting
and. . . those sorts of offences, probably ought to be out of ouPresident. Sometimes | enjoy his interjections. They make me
system | think because. as Isaid, it is not a therapeutic environ- feel good. The article refers to bullying. | have asked
ment, that they are often vulnerable. questions, and | know that others have too, about this matter,
This is a sensible discussion. | am not sure that Dr Chri@nd we finally get some answers in this article. | have a
Holmwood read this contribution. In a statement led by Mrcouple of issues to raise, and | would also like to ask a few
Mike ‘Clint Eastwood’ Rann, itis unlikely that we are going guestions of the minister. | appreciate that he may not be able
to get any sensible debate about whether diversion systerfzget answers to them quickly; in fact, I know from experi-
might assist in terms of how we deal with some offendersence that it is highly unlikely, because only today | got an
You would imagine that they talk about a diversion systen@nswer to a question that | asked in September last year.
and there would be the Premier with his six gun in his holster  The article states that there were two rival groups and a
saying, ‘Make my day. | am tough on law and order.’ He thenprison officer or warder, who was probably doing the right
goes on to talk about drugs. This was a very interestinghing by being a whistleblower and, for his good works, he
interview. In response to a question about psychosis angot moved out. Who would be a whistleblower with this
mental health problems being as big a problem in the prisogovernment? He says that he spoke to his manager about
system as drug taking, he stated: missing assets, missing fuel, discrepancies and a whole range

No. . . well, Imeanitis hard . yes and no. . . about 80 per cent Of things that happened. I have to say that my experience is
of people who come into prison certainly from New South Walesthat, if things go missing and there is human intervention

Stg:ltisttig% anyway ?Rd ours \tNould not bte ?ij diffgfent f(;om th?ji_rsinvolved, generally that falls into the category of theft. Last
abou per cent have got some sort of drug dependence disqt: i

der. . . sois idependence or abuse sothat is 80 per cent alcohol time | I_ooked that was criminal COH-dUCt.

or cannabis or opiates or amphetamineghe incidence of While | know that we can have minor forms of theft, at the

psychosis is only 7 per cent. . . end of the day, if a 15 year-old girl goes into Coles or

There we have it. | put a question to the minister about th&Voolies and walks out without paying for an ice-cream or a
New South Wales figures. They are alarming about drug ugeottle of Coke, invariably she gets prosecuted for shoplifting
and continued drug use within our prison system. | am no®’ theft asitis called. But if a prison officer, who is entrusted
sure, and | will raise this issue later this week, that we reallyVith being in our prison system, walks off with a bit of petrol
are serious about trying to take some reasonable steps @ Some tools then we have a different approach. I am not
ensure that, when prisoners are released, they are in bet@® why, and | would be interested to know from the
shape to manage their drug and other addictions. He aldBinister why we have a different approach when it comes to
went on to raise a number of other issues which | will not gaPrison officers. The article states:

into now. There we have it. Dr Chris Holmwood, in a fairly ~ Mr weir said it was his understanding the allegations were not

candid interview, raises a number of serious problems withimeferred to police for investigation because ‘given the lower level
our correctional system. nature of the allegations, they were mainly administrative in nature.’

Today, we had the Deputy Chair of the Parole Board and hat begs the question: has it been reported to the minister
he, as | said in my question earlier on today, has identifiethat there has been theft within our correctional services
some very serious problems within the system. Instead afystem? If, in fact, it has been reported that there was theft
addressing specifically some of the issues he has raised, allthin our correctional services system, why was it not
we have had on the television this evening is the Premiareported to the police? Why is it a 15-year old shoplifter with
sitting there like Clint Eastwood saying, ‘Make my day.” a bottle of Coke can get reported for theft but a correctional
Well, whoop-de-do! | think that we deserve better from ourservices officer who might be stealing equipment or petrol—
Premier than some B-grade movie re-run of a 1960s ‘mak&ho is in a position of trust and responsibility and who
my day’ Clint Eastwood performance. should, frankly, be setting an example for prisoners—is not

I think the government needs to seriously address some gfosecuted? There may well be a simple explanation (and |
these issues. | know that the minister might be somewhato not want to put it any higher than that); it may well be that
frustrated in relation to that. | will have some advice for himthere was insufficient evidence or Mr Weir felt that there was
later in this contribution about what he might think of doing not enough evidence to put to the police—and | know Mr
in terms of dealing with this ‘make my day’ Premier. If there Weir, and have regard for him. That might be the explanation
is any essence of trying to achieve a public policy outcomebut, certainly, the explanation given in the newspaper does
in all seriousness, this cannot continue to run public debateot adequately outline some of the concerns.
on these sorts of issues, yet the Premier seems to want to take During estimates | asked a series of questions and | am not
that approach. sure, when | really analysed the statements made from the

We then have another issue—bullying. | refer the ministeminister’s prepared notes, that any of those questions were
to The Advertiser of last Saturday. His corrections departmentanswered so | will quickly go through them again and,
has been on the front page and in the paper a lot lately. It wawpefully, | might get an answer some time before the end of
not like that when we were in government. this financial year (which gives him another 11 months).

TheHon. R.K. Sneath: You never corrected anything 1. Inrelation to rehabilitation programs, can the minister
when you were in government. provide a list of programs delivered?
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2. Can the minister inform the council what the objectives TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: You keep interjecting—and
of such rehabilitation programs are, and of any evaluation agou have since | became shadow minister—that all the
to the success of those programs? problems were cuts to budgets by the former government.

3. On 5 May this year the minister announced that newere we have the minister himself informing the council that
programs to treat sexual offenders in the South Australiathere have been budget cuts made by his government and they
correctional system would soon be implemented. Accordingpave had unfortunate effects. | know the Hon. Gail Gago is
to the notes of the Correctional Services Advisory Council@ bit slow when it comes to getting adverse information but,
the submission for this program was with the minister inbasically, that is what it says. What were the unfortunate
October 2002. Why did it take more than 16 months tceffects? Were the unfortunate effects corrected with cross-
announce and implement the program? agency support? What other agencies provided support from

4. The Correctional Services Advisory Council hasother budgets, and what are the details, including the amounts

advised that in New South Wales 23 per cent of femal&pPent? _ _
inmates and 20.4 per cent of males reported heroin use while 10. In the minutes of the Correctional Services Advisory
in prison. Ms Doreen Rae advised the council that a similafouncil of 13 August 2002 the minister is reported as saying
finding would be made in South Australian prison populathatimprovements for women prisoners are a priority. What
tions. Can the minister advise whether that is the case and,ifnprovements have been made since 13 August 20027
so, what steps has he taken in relation to this high level of 11. Can the minister update the parliament on the continu-
heroin use? ation and expansion of the methadone program?
5. In relation to programs to assist in reducing re- 12.Itwasreported to the Correctional Services Advisory
offending, the performance commentary in the budget papésouncil on 13 May 2003 in relation to DNA testing:
states: There are some perceived risks involving prisoners who may
The custodial division of the department undertakes programme%i;h to avoid testing and may be classified low security at present.

assessments as to what management regimes best suit each sentef&i€ IS @ chance they may try to escape. Another issue is what does

: . epartment do in a situation where the testing may provide that
?éﬁ?gﬁ {3 ;?%&Zﬁﬁggdagf?g_egf?g égrgﬁgg %‘gggg grams aSS'StSt e person was not involved in the offence for which they have been

imprisoned.

The minutes of the Correctional Services Advisory Counci understand from Mr Peter Severin—and | would be grateful
on 9 July 2002, at page 3, state, ‘Mr Paget informed coqr;]uilf the minister would confirm this—that no security issues or
on some of the challenges before the department with g, iqents have arisen out of compulsory DNA testing. That
shrinking budget and an arbitrary reduction in programs.” Myjya5 heen an extraordinarily successful program, and the
questions are: first, what programs exist; secondly, wh overnment deserves the credit for it. | wonder whether

programs were cut; and san the minister identify which ofypy4hing has been done in relation to checking whether or not

those cuts were arbitrary? _ DNA testing has exonerated anybody and, if there has been
6. On 14 January it was reported to the council that th@yjdence to that effect, what the government has in mind.

department was faced with several sensitive issues that would There are some other significant challenges. One is the

likely involve disciplinary action against several staff. Whatpje Board, and we have gone through some of those issues
were the issues, and what disciplinary action has been takeggiy, today in question time and on previous occasions. |
7. On 10 February 2004 the Chief Executive Officer,ynderstand that currently there is an inquest into a death in
Peter Severin, reported to the Correctional Services Advisoryustody_ Last WednesdayRorder Watch reported that an
Council that an investigations review committee had beefhquest was being undertaken in relation to an issue that arose
established in relation to recent deaths in custody and, iy Mount Gambier. | must acknowledge that this predates the
particular, the Margaret Lindsay case. It was reported that th@iinister's appointment, but it indicates issues in relation to
recommendations had_ budgetary implications. Can thBimost regular inquests into deaths in custody.
minister inform the parhament what the recommendations | 150 acknowledge that this is an exceedingly difficult
were, have the recommendations been acted upon, and Whéd,e. A person who is serious about taking their life can find
has been allocated in this budget in relation to those recomy| sorts of hanging points that people like me would not pick
mendations? up. The other day | was grateful to Mr Severin for indicating
8. At a meeting of the Correctional Services Advisorythe sorts of things that they have to look out for: it gave me
Council on 9 March 2004 Mr Peter Severin reported,a better understanding. | understand that the government will
... consideration was being given to a suitable site for théye faced with a report—I know that it has been a long time
prison, and that consideration is also being given to thén coming—from the Ombudsman in relation to management
development of a low security facility in the Aboriginal of prisons and prisoners. These are all indications that there
lands.” Could the minister update the parliament and, irare enormous problems confronting the corrections system.
particular, advise what consideration has been given to theam not confident, particularly with Clint—some people
development of a low security facility in the Aboriginal lands, know him as the Premier—out there yelling out, ‘Make my
and inform parliament why was there no provision in theday’ and ‘I'm tough on law and order.’ | am not sure that the
budget for the construction of such a facility. Clint Eastwood approach will work here. | am not sure that
9. In the minutes of the Correctional Services Advisorythere are not more serious problems in the prison system, or
Council of 13 August 2002 the minister is reported as sayingthat, particularly in view of the warnings that | have been
‘While budget cuts have been relatively small, they have hadiving the Premier through the minister, there will not be
some unfortunate effects and, if possible, these will need tpolitical ramifications if the Premier keeps hiding behind
be corrected with cross-agency support and funding fronthetoric and failing to address some of the issues in a
other budgets.’ | hope the Hon. Gail Gago is listening to thiglispassionate way.
one. What were the unfortunate effects? There are two sorts of politicians in this world: those who
The Hon. G.E. Gago interjecting: seek power and see it as an end in its own right and those
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who seek power for the purpose of improving our societyl. abor government introduced a comparable bill. The matter
communities and, ultimately, the lives of our families andwas considered by parliamentary committees in Western
children. People like the Chifleys, Keatings, Howards andAustralia and has been recommended for passage, but it
Olsens fall into the category of attempting to change life. Onavould appear that in that state this particular scheme has not
might not necessarily agree with what they attempted to ddyeen adopted. | say that by way of aside, but it certainly was
but they were and are change makers, and they secured poveetopted in this state with the support of all parties.
for the purpose of advancing an agenda. Then there are others When this legislation was enacted it was known that the
who fall into the other category: they aspire to power, chas@roductivity Commission would undertake an evaluation of
it, pursue it and fight for it and, when they get there, the onlythe scheme (the Trans-Tasman Mutual Recognition Scheme)
thing left for them to do is to hang on to that power. They arewithin five years, and it was envisaged that based on the
people like the Malcolm Frasers and the John Bannons of thigport of the Productivity Commission the scheme would be
world and the masters of it, the Hon. Mike Ranns. Theyeither continued, amended or abandoned. South Australia of
aspire to power, say they are going to be a Don Dunstan, ruail the states included in its legislation a sunset clause. The
the most unenlightened government this state has seen fBroductivity Commission has now produced a report, entitled,
50 years, are simply time servers and, ultimately, will be The evaluation of mutual recognition schemes—a research
judged by the electorate as time wasters. report of 8 October 2003’, and | will come back to that in a

There will be no legacy from this Rann government. My moment.
challenge to those members of the left who say things about It is worth putting on the record some background history
utilising power for the benefit of the people—members suctof mutual recognition in this country, because some members
as the Hon. Patrick Conlon, the minister himself the Honmay not be familiar with it. In May 1992, a mutual recogni-
Terry Roberts, and Frances Bedford, the member fotion agreementwas signed between commonwealth, state and
Florey—and who are passionate, or at least appear to Werritory leaders. Greatly simplified, the argument was that,
passionate, about their beliefs and views, is not to sit there ijust as each state recognises drivers’ licences issued in every
their white cars and travel along with this Premier, who will other state, and states do not require every interstate driver
not be judged very unfavourably by history. | know thatto undergo a test or obtain an extra driver’s licence when they
members opposite understand that. The Premier may lsisive over the border, it was argued that similar rules should
electorally successful—and we do not know that yet, as happly to other occupations and also for the sale of goods. This
has only won one election—but | have no doubt that thescheme was embodied in the Mutual Recognition (South
judgment of history on this Premier will be poor because ofAustralia) Act which provided, first, that a person who was
his complete lack of achievement. registered to practise an occupation in one state could pursue

The challenge for those members of the left is whethethe equivalent occupation in another, upon giving notice that
they will waste that gift of power and the opportunity they he or she intended to do so and providing evidence of home
have been given to improve South Australia in exchange fofegistration. A second part of the scheme was that goods
a bit longer in a white car or a slightly higher pension, orcould be legally sold in participating jurisdictions as long as
whether they will seek to use that power for the benefit of thighey met the requirements in their place of manufacture.
state. My challenge to the minister—and it is a gift to be The Arnold Labor government introduced the Mutual
Minister for Correctional Services—is whether he will leave Recognition (South Australia) Act in this state in 1993. The
corrections in better shape, particularly given the strong stateill was not supported initially by the then Liberal opposition.
of the economy and the budget, with some vision for thédowever, subsequently the Liberal Party was satisfied with
future, or whether he will simply be a lap dog for the Clint @ number of issues and agreed to support the Mutual Recog-
Eastwoods of this world, all for the sake of continuing to sithition (South Australia) Act which came into law. That was
in a white car. In all genuineness, that is the challenge tha mutual recognition scheme between the states and territories
confronts this minister and ultimately some of his colleagues?f Australia.

In June 1996 the Council of Australian Governments
TheHon. J. GAZZOLA secured the adjournment of the agreed to extend the concept of mutual recognition to New

debate. Zealand. The New Zealanders agreed and the Trans-Tasman
Mutual Recognition (South Australia) Act was introduced in
TRANS-TASMAN MUTUAL RECOGNITION 1998 by the Olsen Liberal government in this state. The basis
(SOUTH AUSTRALIA) (REMOVAL OF SUNSET of the scheme with New Zealand is much the same as the
CLAUSE) AMENDMENT BILL Mutual Recognition (South Australia) Act. It is important,
however, to note what the Trans-Tasman Mutual Recognition
Adjourned debate on second reading. (South Australia) Act does not do: it does not affect the
(Continued from 1 July. Page 1970.) state’s capacity to regulate trades and professions; it does not

affect the right of the state to regulate the manner in which

TheHon. R.D. LAWSON: | indicate that the Liberal goods are sold, for example, liquor to minors; it does not
opposition will be supporting the passage of this bill. Theaffect the container deposit legislation in this state; it does not
Trans-Tasman Mutual Recognition (South Australia) Actaffect quarantine, firearms, chemicals, gaming machines and
came into operation in September 1999. The act had a fivelassified printed material; nor does it prevent the state’s
year sunset clause and will expire on 29 September this yeaequiring entering tradesmen or professionals to notify of the
unless that sunset clause is removed. The act was part ofact that they are entering the state to ply their trade or to
national scheme involving legislation in the commonwealthcomply with the indemnity and insurance requirements that
parliament and also all states. In fact, the state of Westerapply to comparable tradespersons and professionals in this
Australia has not passed this legislation, as | understand istate.
notwithstanding the fact that a bill was introduced in 1999 by In October last year, the Productivity Commission
the Court Liberal government, and in November 2002 theindertook an evaluation of the mutual recognition schemes.
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That report deals both with the Mutual Recognition (South  (Continued from page 2008.)
Australia) Act and also the Trans-Tasman Mutual Recogni-
tion Act. It concludes that both schemes are working welland The Hon. SANDRA KANCK: This bill when it is
achieving their intended objectives. The quantitative evidencenacted will replace the Medical Practitioners Act 1983
for this conclusion, on my reading of the report, is rathewhich, at 21 years of age, has outgrown its usefulness. It is
sparse, it must be said. But, certainly, South Australia doegppropriately retitled the Medical Practice Act, as it will
not appear to have suffered any negative effects in consgover not just medical practitioners but also medical students
guence of the trans-Tasman scheme. who practise as part of their training to become fully qualified
The fears that were expressed in 1996, when the schenfigedical practitioners. We last dealt with this issue some three
was first introduced—namely, that New Zealand would be/€ars ago, when the previous government introduced an
used as a soft, or easy, entry point for trades and professioifentically titted Medical Practice Bill. However, for some
from overseas—has not materialised. | should mention thathknown reason, the then health minister introduced a bill
the practising rights of medical doctors are not covered by theith prohibitive and backward clauses regarding infection
trans-Tasman scheme; in other words, that means th&entrol without even referring the clauses to the South
overseas registered medical practitioners are not able to gaf¥!stralian Advisory Committee on HIV, HCV and Related
access into Australia by reason of gaining initial recognitionPiseases, which was effectively his own expert committee.
in New Zealand. That bill passed the House of Assembly but it came to a
It is interesting to see, in looking at the report of theScreaming halt in this chamber following lobbying from the
Productivity Commission, that there is not a large number ofAIDS Council, the AMA, SASMOA, the Nurses Federation,
people seeking to gain entry into South Australia under théhe Adelaide University Care and Prevention Program, the
trans-Tasman scheme. Nurses, interestingly, are one groupépatitis C Council and numerous medical practitioners.
| think the largest group in South Australia. For example, ~What was proposed would have increased public health
between 1998 and the time of the Productivity Commissioiisk by creating the probability of doctors refusing to be
report, there were only 115 TTMRA registrations in Southtested for HIV-AIDS so that they could not be required to
Australia. Of those, the largest number was teachers—sonigveal their HIV-AIDS status, or, if they did seek diagnosis
46—who gained registration in South Australia through theilor treatment, it would have been done covertly in another
New Zealand registration, and 25 nurses. There were nirate. No-one could understand why the minister (then the
physiotherapists, six veterinary surgeons, six pharmacistsion. Dean Brown) had these (;Iauses included in the bill and,
two optometrists, eight legal practitioners, four dentists, twdor reasons that one day he might reveal, he refused to budge
chiropractors, one cadastral surveyor and one of each of@ his drafting.
number of allied health professions. This indicates that by no It really was a very stupid clause, because some doctors
means can it be said that these trans-Tasman arrangemedigh as radiologists and psychiatrists will never be involved
have resulted in South Australia’s being flooded with Newin invasive procedures. Carrying a blood-borne virus would
Zealand registered practitioners. have no r_elevanc_e to thei_r capacity to practice safely.
There is a point of principle, however, notwithstanding theT herefore, it was disappointing some weeks back to see the
relatively low numbers. Schemes of this kind do involve thisoPpPosition in the House of Assembly move an amendment to
state in referring some part of its legislative power to thethe bill we have before us which would take us back down
commonwealth parliament. However, this bill provides somdhat path again. What has been inserted is not as draconian as
protection to our state sovereignty by empowering thévhat the Hon. Dean Brown proposed three years ago, but it
Governor to issue a proclamation that would have the effed$ Still counterproductive to public health. | understand that
of terminating the trans-Tasman arrangements in this statée government will amend the bill in its current form to
Accordingly, we support this bill, the effect of which will be remove the opposition's alteration, and | look forward to
to remove the sunset clause and to ensure the continuance§fing able to support the government on this. _
the trans-Tasman mutual recognition arrangements, whilst at What | do like about this bill is the emphasis on the public
the same time enabling an escape clause to the governméferest. Clause 13.2 provides that the board must performits
of this state which, through the Governor, can proclaim thafunctions under this act with the object of protecting the
the scheme is terminated in this state. Accordingly, thdealth and safety of the public by achieving and maintaining
interests of South Australia are appropriately protected, whildtigh professional standards, both of competence and conduct
at the same time such benefits as are contained in the scheifiéhe provision of medical treatment in the state. For me, this
will be continued. is really what must be central to this bill. | also welcome the
We note that the South Australian government, inclause in the bill which allows the complainant to be more
extensive submissions made to the Productivity Commissiofhan a bystander. Under the present legislative regime, | am
supported the continued existence of the mutual recognitio@are of medical consumers who have lodged complaints and
scheme. For any member who is interested, those submigien found themselves cut off from information about what
sions of the South Australian government were made off nappening. This is because the complaint becomes the
6 June and 10 September 2003 respectively. There are cog@tipperty of Medical Board. This has caused an enormous
arrangements for the continuance of the scheme in so far &hount of frustration for the complainants, as they have not
it affects this state. We support the second reading. been able to influence the process, and they often have no
clue as to what is taking place with their complaint.
TheHon. G.E. GAGO secured the adjournment of the Also welcome is the election of members to the board,
debate. although the Democrats believe that more medical practition-
ers should be elected rather than appointed; | will speak about
MEDICAL PRACTICE BILL that shortly. The placing of a limit on the number of terms
that can be held by a member of the Medical Board is a
Adjourned debate on second reading (resumed on motiorgensible move that will improve the current situation. The
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limit will be three terms, which means that those medical

The Australian Medical Association has lobbied me about

practitioners and students who vote can elect members whhe composition of the board, arguing that it should be
will provide continuity and the wisdom of experience, andentitled to representation in its own right. | pointed out that
they can also choose members who can bring fresh approadhe structure of this bill is consistent with legislation dealing
es from time to time. That should ensure a balance. We haweith other health professionals such as nurses and dentists
a similar provision in the Nurses Act and in my Midwives and also the Podiatry Practice Bill, which is presently before
Bill, which is on the Notice Paper for private members the other house. | seek leave to have incorporatéethisard
business. | believe we should maintain this as a consisteattable that compares these two acts and bills.

Leave granted.

approach.

Nurses Act 1998

Dental Practice Act 2001

Podiatry Practice Bill
04

Medical Practice Bill

Board numbers
Numbers elected

Professional body
representation?
Training
representation

Ministerial/Governor
appointments

11

13

5 currently registered RIi2scurrently registered

or ENs
No

No

*1 presiding member
(with nursing qualifica-
tions)

dentists
No

1 Adelaide University

*3 currently registered
dentists
*1 dental prosthetists

8
3 podiatrists

No
1 Uni SA

*1 legal practitioner
*1 non-podiatry health
professional

12
2 medical practitioners

No

1 Adelaide Uni
1 Flinders Uni

*3 medical practitioners
(1 who has worked in the
public health system, 1

*1 medical practitioner ~ *1 dental hygienist *2 others nominated by the CE of
*1 legal practitioner *1 dental therapist the department, and 1
*3 others *1 dental technician other)
*1 legal practitioner *1 legal practitioner
*2 others *1 nurse
*3 others
Professional 5/11 9/13 3/8 5/12

representation 6/11 inc. (pres. member.) 10/13 (inc. uni. rep.) 4/8 (inc. uni. rep.) 7/12 (inc. uni. reps.)

TheHon. SANDRA KANCK: This makes quite clear participation and it makes the board far more dynamic and
how the Medical Practice Bill compares with the Nurses Actcurrent. | mentioned earlier that | thought the provision for
the Dental Practice Act and the Podiatry Practice Bill. In thgust two out of the 12 to be elected was too few. Instead, | am
case of the Nurses Act, six of the 11 members of the board—proposing that the Medical Board should more closely
and that includes the presiding member—are nurses or peopleplicate that the structure of the Nurses Board and that four
with nursing training. | stress that the Nurses Act and thef the positions should be elected.

Dental Practice Act were passed under a Liberal government. | met with the ANF last week and it made the strong point
The Dental Practice Act has 10 out of 13, including athat it expected consistency in treatment. In 1999 when we
representative from the university, who have training in thatlealt with the Nurses Bill, it was argued that the ANF,
field; the Podiatry Practice Bill, which is still in the lower midwives or mental health nurses could and should get
house, has four out of eight, which includes a representatiliemselves active. They should run a ticket, lobby and do
from the university; and the Medical Practice Bill which we whatever was needed in order to get people who represented
are looking at now has seven out of 12 who are medicatheir interests elected to the board; and they did that.
practitioners, whether or not they are actually practising atthe Similarly, if the AMA cannot get its act together to get at
time. The Nurses Act provides that five of the 11 boardeast one medical practitioner who has AMA affiliation
members are elected, and the Dental Practice Act providdparticularly with the model | propose, where four people
that two of the 13 are elected. It is proposed in the Podiatryvould be elected), it would have abrogated any right to claim
Practice Bill that three of the eight will be elected, and in thethat it represents medical practitioners. | feel there is value
Medical Practice Bill it is proposed that two of the 12 will be in this approach. If a professional organisation has become
elected. moribund (and | am not suggesting in any way that the AMA
has; in fact, to the contrary—it is extremely active), it will

When | pointed out to the AMA the situation with the mean that parliament will not have to look at the legislation
Nurses Act and the Dental Practice Act it argued that, ratheggain and change the organisations represented in the bill. As
than comparing medical practitioners to nurses and podiayrganisations come and go, this method of electing people to
trists, they should be compared to lawyers. The AMA argueshe board would see members predominating from the most
for example, that the Law Society is represented in the Legakpresentative organisation. | indicate Democrat support for
Practitioners Act. | said | would undertake to look at itsthe second reading. In addition, | look forward to the passage
arguments to see whether | felt it was worthwhile to have thef the bill, because it is long overdue.

AMA separately represented on the Medical Board. | did that,

and | have come to the conclusion that the structure as TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: I rise in support of this
originally put in place with the Nurses Act is the model thatbill. As has already been mentioned, the current Medical
should be used in future for amending board provisions foPractitioners Act has been in operation since 1983 and is well
all other professional groups. That would apply, if | wasoverdue for modernisation. | understand that for at least 20
dealing with it, to the Legal Practitioners Act, for example.years the Medical Board itself has been advocating changes
It is a good structure, it encourages informed democratito its legislation. The current act has been shown to be
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difficult to administer in terms of the efficiencies of its (b) to keep both the aggrieved person and the respondent
investigative and hearing processes. properly informed about the steps taken by the Board in
. response to the complaint; and
The health of all South Australians needs to be a key (c) to provide, where appropriate, opportunities for the

concern of this parliament. Every week, ordinary members clarification of any misapprehension or misunderstanding
of the community receive and expect to receive the highest between the aggrieved person and the respondent; and
level of care in our public health system. For example, | (d) to keep both the aggrieved person and the respondent

understand that every week over 9 000 people are treated in g;%pe”y informed about the outcome of the processes;

the emergency departments of public hOSpitaIS; that over (e) to take into account the needs of particular classes of
6 000 people are admitted to our hospitals; and that over persons who may otherwise suffer disadvantage in the
27 000 are seen as outpatients in public hospitals. These conduct of those processes.

figures do not include the many thousands of servicegyy the first time, we have clear directions to the board about
provided in community settings by organisations such ag,q need for openness, transparency, faimess and inclusion.
Domiciliary Care, child and youth health, or community persons making complaints to bodies such as the Medical
health services, and nor does it include the valuable servicgs,ard can often feel shut out of the processes of the board.
provided in the private sector by private hospitals or privatq ynderstand that the state Ombudsmen receives several
providers, such as general practitioners. complaints a year about this very matter from concerned
Itis clear that South Australians need and use their healtbonsumers who do not believe that they are being dealt with
services. They rely on them for their care and treatment, anfairly. Again, | do not wish to discuss the merits or otherwise
they must be assured that the quality of care they receive iFf this perception, but | know that it exists and that it is quite
of the highest order and, by and large, they receive thisommon.
assurance. However, when things go wrong or, for whatever This bill will make it clear that this is not the way the
reason, a consumer loses confidence in their care providéjoard will conduct its business. | believe that these provisions
there must be easily accessible ways in which their problemgill help the board overcome that perception and give it the
can be addressed and redressed. The Medical Board is onemaéans of projecting a new image based on sound practices
anumber of bodies that stands for the interests of the publief fairness, good communication and openness in its dealings
in ensuring high standards of professional care and for th@ith all parties. Members will also note that this position is
monitoring and regulating of the practice of medicine. Ofreinforced in several places in the bill. | draw the council’s
course, the board is not the sole public guardian, but it is attention to clause 19(2) which provides that, in any proceed-
very significant one. Over 4 000 medical practitioners inings before the board, under this act the board must keep the
South Australia work across the public and private healttparties to the proceedings properly informed as to the
system. Their professional behaviour is the focus of scrutingrogress and outcome of proceedings.
by the board, but it also has an educative role to strengthen Thjs is a particularly important clause, because it includes
bility. comes. | understand that the registrar or board may be dealing
| wish to make just a few points which contrast this with several complaints by consumers—a matter that may
legislation with the current act. First, the bill makes it take a great deal of time. This is not a criticism of the board,
absolutely clear that the new act will have the protection ofiven that some medical matters will be of a highly complex
the health and safety of the public as its primary aim . Allnature, so it is to be expected that it will take some time to
other purposes, such as the registration and regulation dfvestigate and establish the facts. However, if consumers are
medical practices, standard setting and so on, are subsidiarpt kept reasonably informed of progress, they can easily
to this primary aim. In clause 13, it is also explicit for the first become alienated from that process, and this can add to their
time that the board will regulate the practice of medicine insense of unease and, in some instances, suspicion.
the public interest. This is a very important point. | repeat: the This clause makes it clear that the board needs to take
regulation of medicine will occur in the public interest. | am reasonable steps to keep all parties informed, not only of the
sure that members have had dealings with consumers wlmaitcome to the proceedings but also to let people know of its
wish to make a complaint about a medical practitioner butprogress. | believe that this will greatly assist in ensuring
for some reason, have the perception that the Medical Boaiglblic confidence in the workings of the board. The govern-
acts primarily in the interests of the medical profession andnent, by introducing this legislation, will bring the Medical
is not there for them. Whatever the accuracy of this percefBoard and the regulation of medicine into the 21st century.
tion, it is important that the parliament sends a very cleaiThe public have become far more informed and educated
message about the public interest being primary. Making thisince the days of ‘doctor knows best’. People are clearer
principle explicit in the bill will be of great assistance to the about their rights and know what they are entitled to. | am
board in changing that perception and will help it project ansure that this clause has some problems for some medical
image of accountability to the public. practitioners, but | am equally sure that most doctors embrace

| also note that several clauses in the bill ensure transpal?€ idea of a better informed consumer. Modern medical care
ency and fairness in the way the board conducts its procességli€s on a partnership between doctor and patient. This

| draw members’ attention to clause 13(4), which providesPartnership must be open, fair and, to the greatest extent,
equal. This bill lays down the benchmark for the conduct of

4 ﬁ;‘ﬁd"ﬁﬂ?iQEﬁ:ﬁf%ﬁ@?@f&iﬁﬁ e:égmissthfe‘jgitgt’etg% Bp%arfs% rf]fgrofessional activities. It is only proper that, at its heart, it is
medical services providers or persons who occupy position uite clear _an_d strong on the notions c_’f public health and
of authority or trustee medical services providers must besafety, public interest, openness and fairness.
designed—

(a) to be fair to both the aggrieved person and the respondenctj; Jhe Hon. G.E. GAGO secured the adjournment of the
and ebate.
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JOINT COMMITTEE ON A CODE OF CONDUCT SELECT COMMITTEE ON MOUNT GAMBIER
FOR MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT DISTRICT HEALTH SERVICE
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Industry, TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal

Trade and Regional Development): | seek leave to move Affairsand Reconciliation): | move: _
a motion without notice concerning the Joint Committee on  That the committee have leave to sit during the recess and to

a Code of Conduct for Members of Parliament. rep:/:‘()‘t’ig;hgirﬁte(éay of the next session.
Leave granted. ’
TheHan. P. HOLL OWAY: | move: SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE STATUS OF
That the members of this council appointed to the joint committee FATHERSIN SOUTH AUSTRALIA
have power to act on the joint committee during the recess.
Motion carried. TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: I move:
That the committee have leave to sit during the recess and to
SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTERNET AND report on the fir:slt day of the next session.
INTERACTIVE HOME GAMBLING AND Motion carried.

GAMBLING BY OTHER MEANS OF

TELECOMMUNICATION IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA SELECT COMMITTEE ON ELECTRICITY

INDUSTRY IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Industry, TheHon. P.HOLLOWAY (Minister for Industry,

Trade and Regional Development): | move: ;
. o .. __Trade and Regional Development): | move:
That the time for bringing up the report of the select committee That the committee have leave to sit during the recess and to

be i;I(t(?[_nded unt." ‘(I;hursday 22 July 2004. report on the first day of the next session.
otion carried. Motion carried.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON STAFFING, SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE ROLE AND
RESOURCING AND EFFICIENCY OF THE SOUTH ADEQUACY OF GOVERNMENT FUNDED
AUSTRALIA POLICE NATIONAL BROADCASTING
TheHon. R.K. SNEATH: | move: TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Industry,

That the committee have leave to sit during the recess and ¥ ade and Regional Development): | move:

rep&t on the first ((:Ijay of the next session. That the committee have leave to sit during the recess and to
otion carried. report on the first day of the next session.

Motion carried.
ADJOURNMENT

At 10.44 p.m. the council adjourned until Tuesday 20 July
at2.15 p.m.



