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advice from his department on variations in trust fund
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL accounts? If so, did he read this particular material? What, if

anything, did he do in relation to the advice that was provided
Wednesday 10 November 2004 to him?

2. How many separate documents, other than those which
have already been referred to by way of questions in the
parliament, has the Attorney-General received since March

2002 which refer to the issue of unapproved carryovers
ASSENTTOBILLS within the Attorney-General’s own budget? What action did

Her Excellency the Governor, by message, assented to thé take when he was advised in relation to those unapproved

The PRESIDENT (Hon. R.R. Roberts) took the chair
at 2.15 p.m. and read prayers.

following bills: carryovers in any of those dockets since March 20027
Criminal Law Consolidation (Intoxication) Amendment, _ TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Industryand
Stamp Duties (Miscellaneous) Amendment, Trade): Again, in his preamble, the Leader of the Opposition
Tobacco Products Regulation (Further Restrictionsji€s to create a grossly false impression in relation to what
Amendment. Is happening. | invite the former treasurer to tell us all of the

trust accounts that operate within Treasury. Does the Leader
LEGISLATIVE REVIEW COMMITTEE of the Opposition know? What are their names? | am asking

the Leader of the Opposition whether he can tell us the names
TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: On behalf of the Hon. of all the trust funds under the previous government. This is
John Gazzolla, | bring up the ninth report of the committeea fair test.

Report received. Members interjecting:
The PRESIDENT: Order! It really is not the minister’s
PAPERS TABLED position at the moment to ask questions, but | do note that the
_ ) Hon. Mr Lucas has chosen not to interject on this occasion.
The following papers were laid on the table: TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: Yes; that is right. | recall
By the President— being in opposition when the Hon. Mr Lucas, as the then
Alexandrina Council—Report, 2003-04 treasurer, asked me questions on occasions and, of course, he
By the Minister for Industry and Trade (Hon. P. made sure it was recorded kfensard that | was unable to
Holloway)— answer them. | trust that it is again recorde¢tisnsard that
Department of Transport and Urban Planning—Report, the leader could not answer. The fundamental point is that
2003-2004. there are dozens of accounts—
The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting:
QUESTION TIME The PRESIDENT: Order, the Hon. Mr Redford!
TheHon. P. HOLL OWAY: —operating in government.
AUDITOR-GENERAL’S REPORT For example, in my oI_d department_of primar_y ino_lustries, any
number of funds existed for particular levies in the rural
TheHon. R.I. LUCAS (Leader of the Opposition): |  industries, and | could not guarantee to know all their names.

seek leave to make an explanation before asking the ministéis one thing to get reports and briefings in relation to those
representing the Attorney-General a question about thBut to know the intimate details of each one is an absurd

financial scandals outlined by the Auditor-General in hisProposition. As | said yesterday, ministers do not go over to
2004 report. the bank each day and check up on their accounts. They

Leave granted. should not do that. Do members opposite know how many
TheHon. R.l. LUCAS: As members would be aware. the ©fficers are in the Auditor-General's Department? | think this

opposition and others have drawn attention to a series ¢f2PPENS— o

documents and pieces of advice provided to the Attorney- TheHon. A.J. Redford interjecting:

General which refer to the Crown Solicitor’s Trust Account ~ The PRESIDENT: Order! The Hon. Mr Redford knows

or to movements or account balances within the Crowrthe rules, and he will come to order.

Solicitor’s Trust Account. Members would also be aware that TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: Over 100 officers in the

it is the Attorney-General’s claim that he did not even knowAuditor-General's Department have the specific task at the

that the Crown Solicitor's Trust Account existed, even thougtend of each year of going through the accounts to ensure that

it held $12 million in its balance as at 30 June 2004. Thdhe financial officers of departments have dutifully done their

Attorney-General's argument has also been in response to ti@h. Yet, this nonsense that the opposition is trying to peddle

various claims in relation to at least two annual reports for higs that one minister should know the intimate details of every

own department, at least two Auditor-General's reports, anéccount. It will not wash.

at least two or three other separate budget related documents The Auditor-General himself in his report, when he gave

that all refer to the Crown Solicitor’s Trust Account. As bestevidence before the Economic and Finance Committee, made

the opposition can understand it, the situation is that he digxactly the same point; that is, he did not expect that minis-

not read any of the material that was provided to him or, if héders would be involved in the day-to-day operation of

did read it, he did not consciously read it and, if he did notaccounts within their department. Try as he might, the Leader

consciously read it, he could not remember having read it. Mpf the Opposition will not get any traction on this particular

guestions to the Attorney-General are: issue. Itis interesting that in the preamble to his question the
1. During the estimates committee discussions in 2008eader of the Opposition said that the opposition and others

and 2004, and during the budget bilateral meetings held ihad raised it. Which others have been involved?

2003 and 2004 with the Treasurer, did he receive any specific The Hon. R.l. Lucas interjecting:
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TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: Being fed by opposition | will refer the question to the Attorney-General. If he finds
questions, come on! The fact is that the opposition igshe need to add anything further to what he has already
desperately trying to beat up this issue out of all proportionanswered in the House of Assembly, | will give him the
in spite of the fact that under the Olsen government, when wepportunity to do so.
had comments in previous Auditor-General’s Reports, when
there had been criticisms of unlawful acts under that govern- PUKATJA COMMUNITY
ment, the previous opposition did not even try to defend
them. It just totally ignored them for several years; | think TheHon. R.D. LAWSON: | seek leave to make a brief
that was the comment in his 2001 report. That was thé&xplanation before asking the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs
standard which applied previously, and | am happy to keegnd Reconciliation a question about the Pukatja community.
repeating that every time the opposition asks these questions. Leave granted.

If the Leader of the Opposition intends to continue this TheHon. R.D. LAWSON: The opposition has been
repetitive attack and beating this up out of all proportion, Isupplied with a copy of a letter dated 2 November 2004 from
will ensure equally that the record notes the behaviour of th&lakinti Minutjukur (the municipal services officer at the
previous government. All these questions have been asked Bfikatja community) to the minister. Members will recall that
the Attorney-General. | note that, this afternoon or thisthe Pukatja community was formerly known as Ernabella.
evening, half an hour is set aside for— The letter reads in part:

An honourable member interjecting: Dear Terry,

TheHon. P. HOLL OWAY: What are you talking about? Thank you for your response to my letter to you of 25 June. |
There is half an hour of question time set aside this eveningSkeOI you for someone to work with me and help me learn the full

: -~ cope of my responsibility as Anangu Municipal Services Officer.
in the House of Assembly for the Attorney-General to bePaddy O’Rourke arrived some time in September, unfortunately for

asked questions. only seven weeks total, less travelling time. Paddy helped me very
An honourable member interjecting: much and | liked working with him. . At the end of Bddy’s first

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: There is a report from the visit, the Pukatja Council made some very hard decisions. Paddy had
Department. of Justice ’ looked at our money story and showed us how the store and the

garage, which belonged to the Pukatja community, were being very

TheHon. T.G. Cameron: You should check your facts badly run and losing all our money. Paddy also showed us what was
here, Paul. probably going to happen because of the bad financial management

TheHon. P HOLL OWAY: Terry, go and have a look. ° t??riﬁl??ﬁe;?isnslgsss we make some more hard decisions we will
The AL.Jdlt.or—GeneraI makes .the.report where he dlscussngse everything. Both the chairperson and | think that the Pukatja
these findings. What | am saying is that the very issues abo@lommunity Incorporated must explore with you the option of going
which | have been asked questions here, the very issues abitb voluntary administration for the time being.
which the Leader of the Opposition has been asking questlormy guestions to the minister are:

for weeks, come from page 688 (or thereabouts) of the °y * jaq he received the letter from Makinti—who, | might

Auditor-General's Report, where he refers to the reason whiyernose, is also an elected member of the APY Executive
he has deferred consideration of the accounts of the Depay

. X ouncil?
Lnebnttic;‘f Jutstuie. tltl a'!: %ﬁ?rsl :ﬁi the \rlltiar)r/nlerY:Je'I'\P,]ve hai\rll(f Ibeen 2. Was the minister or his department responsible for the
ebaling at great leng S pariament. 1he point | an ppointment of Mr O’Rourke to assist the Pukatja
making is that opposition members have the opportunity thi ommunity?
afternoon—nhalf an hour—to ask all these things directly o )

the Attorney-General in the House of Assembly; and, if they 3. Does the minister agree that the seven-week term given

want an answer from the Attorney-General, they should astﬁlmrh% Tgsu rlgﬁ;/;/&ﬁttigg ts:?r:tetg;rgfnbﬁiwg to satisfactorily
him directly in relation to these matters. P .

4. Has Mr O’Rourke reported to the minister or has the
VISITORS TO PARL IAMENT minister received any report at all about the current financial
situation of the Pukatja community?

The PRESIDENT: | draw members’ attention to the 5. What steps will the minister take to ensure that the
presence in the gallery today of some very important youngUkatja community is not forced into voluntary administra-
South Australians from Pembroke College, accompanied bijon?
their teacher Mr Byrne. They are sponsored by the member TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal
for Hartley, Mr Joe Scalzi. | understand they are here as pa#ffairsand Reconciliation): Unfortunately, the information
of their political studies.We hope that you will find the visit that the honourable member has supplied to this council is
to our parliament both educational and enjoyable. | am certaiinly too common within the Aboriginal communities,
you are impressed by the attention to decorum of all membe#garticularly the remote communities. It appears that, histori-

of the council. cally, the wrong people have been employed to run the stores
on behalf of the communities. Each community has a
AUDITOR-GENERAL'SREPORT different relationship with its store. Some communities

choose to run the stores themselves. Their history is chequ-

TheHon. R.I. LUCAS (Leader of the Opposition): | ered in relation to self-management. Where the communities

have a supplementary question. Will the minister clarifychoose to outsource or bring in people from outside, usually
whether he is refusing to refer the question to the Attorneynon-Aboriginal people, the history of the running of the
General for an answer? stores is that the standard of the food within those stores falls,

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Industryand  the prices rise, and accessibility becomes a question in
Trade): | believe that the question that | was asked is, if notrelation to the amount of food that the Aboriginal people
identical, very similar to one which has been asked a numberithin these communities are able to afford on the meagre
of times of the Attorney-General in the House of Assemblywelfare payments they get.
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I understand the nature of the question in relation to thef the issues with which these remote communities have been
Pukatja store. Makinti is not only a respected member of thevrestling for years without support.
APY executive but also a respected member of her own We are starting to put together administrative structures
community in administrative affairs. She is also one of thewithin our own governance, as | have mentioned in this
key artists within the region. She is a respected artist whoseouncil on many occasions, but what we have to do now is
art works hang in South Australian art galleries and inbuild up the community’s capacity to deal with these issues
government departments and offices. She is a highly intelliand work alongside government so we get the results we
gent woman in relation to how her own community worksrequire. In the first MCATSIA meeting with the common-
and operates, but, when it comes to administrative affairayealth, the commonwealth raised the issue of providing
unfortunately, the story is that the gaps between the incomsupport to the remote communities in a way which they
and the expenditure and the difficulties associated not onlwould partner through the COAG trials, and we have
with the running of her store but with some of the responsiwelcomed that for the lands.
bilities that Pukatja has for power within other communities  The suggestion was that the programs would be set up
is far too great a burden to place on a traditional Aboriginaklongside the administrative programs running within the
woman and expect to get the results that normal administraands, but the issues that | raised at that meeting have come
tive standards would expect. only too true: it is impossible for the remote communities—

The situation is that it is only in recent times that Makinti including Yalata, which we are trying to deal with now and
has taken over the role of manager of the store and theerhaps some areas near Coober Pedy and some of our other
administration of the books. The store was in a bad way whefemote communities. It is not just the community capacity
she took over the books. Certainly, she was not aware of tH&at needs to be built up to partner these programs, but the
grave financial danger of going into bankruptcy in such aapacity has to be built up to engage in these programs to be
short time. able to partner them. So, we have to go back to a starting base

One of the policies this government is developing nowthat allows for the administration of these issues to start to

within communities is partnership, rather than self-determinalV0'-

tion, around a whole range of issues. Aboriginal communities _ Ve are having difficulty in finding professional people to
are now putting up their hands to ask for partnership i?"'n9 thos_e sorts of programs into the community. We are
dealing with many of the problems that, traditionally, Wedealmg with those questions. My understanding is that the
have either thrown money at in an irresponsible way, withoufPPointment was made by request through Treasury. | agree
offering administrative support, or tried to rely on the with t_he honourable. memb_e_r that the term is probably too
communities to find professional people capable of taking th&nort in terms of getting positive outcomes for the long-term
responsibility for running not only the stores within thoseUture, and we would have to look at an extension of that
communities but also a whole range of other services. Therfg@Pacity building aspect of administration. The report | have
is a litany of failure within these communities with which this IS the same report as the honourable member has, which is a
government is trying to deal in a sensitive way so that we d(pe_rsonal letter fr_om Makinti through to me as minister—I
not push Aboriginal people aside in their own community and"ink she has delivered a CC to a lot of other members—and
take away all the responsibility. We must be in partnershigVnat steps we are taking to change.

with and work alongside Aboriginal communities to educate Ve are trying now to build up the capacity to enable many
them in their responsibilities to government, when governPrograms through AnTEP, involving not just the adminis-
ment money is being used within those communities. It is 4ration of the stores policy, which was drawn up prior to our

slow process, and there are no easy solutions. governance in a joint program with the previous and present
' overnments and the commonwealth. The challenge is to

The honourable member raises the issue of the short-terﬁh. -
, ild up the skills so that engagement can take place at a
placement of Paddy O’Rourke, who, | understand, came o%ommunity level. There is no point in our changing our

of Treasury and has had administrative experience and h overnance as we are if we are not prepared to put the time,

as the honourable member indicated, worked alongside t ergy and effort into the capacity building for the communi-

community. Because many of the issues related to the runni : .
of the community and the store were outside the control cﬂ‘%s to engage us. That is the challenge we are now facing.

one individual (Makinti), a suggestion of voluntary adminis-
tration was made as one way of being able to trade out of thg,, qoes the minister reconcile his assertion that Makinti
difficulties the store is in. was new to this job as a municipal services officer with the
In addition, the cost of electricity in these communities isstatement in her letter? It states:
a problem the government has to deal with. Because of | 5y, sillin the same position that | was in two years ago when
national competition policy and the way in which electricity | started this job—I still have not had the training and support that
prices are now structured, it is far too expensive for peopléasked for then. ..
within these communities to run stores. One of the issuegn't it true that she asked you, the minister, for that support
associated with the cost of electricity is that many of thesgwo years ago?
community stores have huge bills from running coolers and  The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: | was talking relatively, in
freezers. As the honourable member discovered, in thgrms of the running of the stores. | must remind members on
western side of the lands when the roads are closed in the Wgife other side that the stores policy was developed out of an
season one freezer has to supply food for at least two weekgnderstanding by the previous government that something
because it is very difficult to truck it in on the roads. had to be done to get the stores into a position so that
We are now only starting to understand and deal witradministratively they could either break even or make a
many issues associated with administration within the landgrofit. The challenge was to get food into those stores that
That is why the standing committee has been established, amés fresh and nutritious as well as able to be sold in the
its members are starting to familiarise themselves with someommunities at a reasonable price. Unfortunately, the

TheHon. R.D. LAWSON: As a supplementary question:
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admission | have to make on behalf of all governments is thatf the cost of the investigations, and it would determine
there were people who were at the point of starvation in somehether they were reasonable or not. The government
of those remote regions because of the fact that either thesupported that.
had no money or they could not purchase food out of those We also added a clause which removed the exemption that
stores. the IGA currently enjoys from the freedom of information
There is another aspect to the stores policy that wakegislation. This was opposed by the government and, indeed,
running when we took government. That is a policy wherebywe divided, and the government members voted by them-
the stores would commandeer the credit cards of the individselves. When the bill went back to the lower house, the
ual members of those communities and run the credit cardwinister issued a media statement asserting that the Legisla-
through without handing them back to the individuals, to ative Council's move would jeopardise the collection of
point where the credit cards were not able to be used agaif#1.5 million and would, indeed, jeopardise the government’s
We are trying to deal with those issues as well. budget. Notwithstanding that, the Legislative Council insisted
The issue in relation to the honourable member’s suppledpon its amendment that the Independent Gambling Authori-
mentary question is that Kitty did takeover. She is one of théy not be exempt from freedom of information legislation.
few female Aboriginal MSOs—a traditional woman in the  That legislation sat on thdotice Paper of the other place
community. She took on that responsibility with little or no from November last year until the parliament was prorogued
skills. She struggled and wrestled with the issues associatél July this year—more than eight months. The bill has not
with running the store and, unfortunately, she had to put hebeen reintroduced since we resumed. Following inquiries, |
hand up and say, ‘The job is too hard, even with the suppoitave now been told that the collection of investigation fees
that | have amongst my own community members. | needrom the TAB and the casino is now done by a gentleman’s
outside help from the government to assist me to be able @greement. | am told that the government will not be
do that.’ That is what we are doing now. introducing a bill to enable a transparent collection of the cost
of investigation of the TAB or the casino to be undertaken.
TheHon. KATE REYNOLDS: Will the minister Iam told that it will not do so because this so-called open and
confirm that the letter referred to was tabled today in theransparent government does not want the Independent
Aboriginal Lands Parliamentary Standing CommitteeGambling Authority to be subject to freedom of information
meeting, that it will be discussed at the next meeting, and thadggislation, or for investigations of gambling in this state to
a response will be formulated as soon as possible? be the subject of public scrutiny. My questions are:
TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS:; We are trying to work at two 1. Given that investigation fees are now determined by
levels. One is at a government level on issues that need urgesdcret agreement, how can we be expected to determine
attention and the requirement for budgetary measures. We anghether these bodies are properly investigated?
also trying to work on a tripartisan approach in relation to 2. Is it the case that the government wants to do this by
how the committee works and operates, and how the parliaggentleman’s agreement in order to avoid dealing with the
ment is informed of many of the issues on the lands. Theegislative Council's amendment to remove the Independent
honourable member is right—the standing committee will b&sGambling Authority from the freedom of information
looking at the issue and will make recommendations that éxemption?
hope line-up with some of the aspects of the solutions that | 3. How much money has the government collected, and
have foreshadowed and that, perhaps, the honourable memib@iv much does it propose to collect this year, pursuant to this

has indicated in her question. gentleman’s agreement?
TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal
GAMBLING PROBITY Affairsand Reconciliation): | will refer those questions to
.. the Minister for Gambling in another place and bring back a

TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: | seek leave to make a brief (gp)y,
explanation before asking the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs
and Reconciliation, representing the Minister for Gambling, MOTOR VEHICLE INDUSTRY
a question about gambling probity.

Leave granted. TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: | seek leave to make a

TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: Late last year the Legislative brief explanation before asking the Minister for Industry and
Council passed, with some amendments, the Statutégade a question about the automotive sector.
Amendment (Investigation and Regulation of Gambling Leave granted.
Licensees) Bill. The bill was set by the government to enable TheHon. CARMEL ZOLL O: Our state was a birthplace
the Independent Gambling Authority to recover the cost obf car manufacturing in Australia and, as such, has played a
reviews from the licensee of the TAB licence and the casindong and critical role in the development of the automotive
licence. At the time it was said to be part of the state budgeindustry in this country. As concerns have been expressed
and it was likely to recover $1.1 million from the casino andthat a skills shortage exists in this area and, considering the
$388 000 from the TAB. In the course of the debate alimportance of the automotive industry to South Australia, my
members of the council supported the bill. Indeed, | raised thgquestion is: what is the state government doing to foster the
issue of the determination of costs being more transparentlvailability of a skilled work force for the automotive sector?
determined. Following those suggestions, certain amend- TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Industry and
ments were moved. Trade): The automotive sector is indeed significant. It is

A significant amendment that was moved and endorse8outh Australia’s largest manufacturing industry, directly
by every single member in this place was that the annuamploying more than 15 000 people. Of the 350 000 cars
report of the Independent Gambling Authority would includemade every year in Australia, about half are manufactured
the costs of these reviews. Obviously, that would enabléere in Adelaide. As well as the two major manufacturers
transparency and ensure that the parliament was made awdkitsubishi and Holden’s), around 40 components producers
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are also located within the state. So, itis indeed a significarEducation Ranking (TER) and, therefore, will ensure that the
industry. This solid cluster of automotive businesses suppliestudents are of high academic ability. In short, the automotive
national and international manufacturers with a diverse rangsector will soon have some very passionate and motivated
of components. The industry has made significant contribugraduates coming its way.
tions to the state’s economy over many years and, pleasingly, The automotive industry provides rigorous training in a
this very month Holden’s will mark 50 years of being an range of disciplines that are of value in many other manufac-
exporter. turing and management fields. So, this new course will not
Holden’'s has shipped more than 600 000 vehicles andnly directly assist the automotive industry but also those
almost four million engines to all continents exceptother manufacturing sectors. Many technical advances and
Antarctica over this period. Last year Holden's exportedmanagement processes and techniques are developed and
36 069 vehicles and 137 078 engines, making a total ofested in the auto industry, which is why that industry is so
$1.24 billion in earnings, including vehicles, engines andmportant to this state’s engineering skills. Consequently, the
components, and the company is not stopping there. For thetroduction of this new degree is also of benefit to South
first time, the company aims to exceed 50 000 vehicle exportaustralia’s broader manufacturing industry. The local
in a single year in 2004. | take this opportunity to congratu-automotive industry operating in a global environment and
late Holden’s for achieving this very important milestone ofmaintaining a competitive edge is crucial to its survival. This
50 years of exports. new degree is another step towards ensuring that the South
Last week | had the pleasure of launching the UniversityAustralian industry remains at the forefront of world
of Adelaide’s new automotive engineering degree. Theautomobile manufacturing.
initiative to establish this automotive engineering degree was

prompted by the recognition that the automotive industry, like DISABILITY SERVICES

many others, was beginning to experience a skills shortage.
The Hon. R.I. Lucas interjecting: TheHon. KATE REYNOLDS: | seek leave to make a
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: For people like the leader, brief explanation before asking the Minister for Aboriginal

it does take a while for the information to settle in. Affairs and Reconciliation, representing the Minister for
The Hon. R.I. Lucasinterjecting: Families and Communities, questions about funding for

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: | am pleased the honourable disability services.
member did. The skills shortage is the result of significant Leave granted.
new vehicle programs by all four of Australia’s manufactur- TheHon. KATE REYNOLDS: Yesterday | welcomed
ers, as well as the escalating demand for new vehicles in tHbe announcement made by the minister throufjte
domestic and export markets—factors that also createfidvertiser that the government would be ‘pouring millions
significant flow-on engineering activity amongst the compo-of dollars into the Moving On program’. The minister told
nents suppliers. As a result, it was clear that automotivdhe Advertiser that the Moving On program would receive
engineering skills development needed to be recognised amgw money and, yet, only hours after the newspaper was
addressed by the South Australian community. The initiativgpublished on Tuesday, the minister stood in another place and
of introducing this new automotive engineering degree is &aid that the state government will reconfigure the
fine example of industry, government and academia workin§7.572 million a year for the Moving On program to create
together for the benefit of the South Australian communitynew centre-based places through Minda and IDSC. Disability
Due to funding constraints on universities, Adelaide Uni-advocates have described this to me as nothing more than a
versity needed to seek external financial support to appoimtublicity stunt from a minister under pressure. It appears that
a dedicated lecturer who would handle the teaching responghe government’s own coordinating agency, the Disability
bilities for the specialised automotive course content. Services Office, was not given notice of the minister's

The state government, through the Department of Tradgannouncement.
and Economic Development, has contributed 25 per cent of Minda and IDSC, who are key players in providing
the funding required to establish the degree program overdisability services in this state, were not given any prior
three-year timeframe. The department has also assisted thetice of the government’s announcement. Even members of
university in approaching key executives in the vehicle andhe working party, who were treated to morning tea with the
component manufacturing industry to encourage their supportinister on Monday, were not told of the impending an-
for the balance of the funding required. | was pleased that theouncement. Later that afternoon, the minister, who | note
industry answered the call and pledged $82 500 a year ovéas previously actively discouraged disability advocates from
the next three years. A consultative group has also beespeaking to the media, spoke exclusively vilitie Advertiser.
formed involving the industry, the department and theHe said that he would be pouring millions of dollars into the
university to ensure that the education provided is responsierogram, but we now know that not one extra cent has been
to the industry needs. | am also pleased to note that many ebmmitted, let alone $1 million or millions of dollars.
the industry partners have also pledged to make their Understandably, people who took the government’s
technical specialists available as guest lecturers. announcement in good faith are telling me that they are

The target audience for this degree program is schodkeling misled. Surely, if all it took to get people off the
leavers of high academic potential who are passionate abowaiting list was to change the way services are provided, as
a career in automotive engineering. Evidence to date, basélde minister said in his statement yesterday, that would have
on nominated first-degree preferences, shows that Adelaideeen done long before now. | know enough about disability
University has been successful in attracting more students 8ervice providers to know that most do everything they can
this program than the more classical mechanical and mechts accommodate the needs of their clients, and | cannot
tronics programs. This shows very deliberate studenimagine thatthey have been sitting on their hands when they
intentions for careers in the automotive sector. The higlkknow how much distress these hundreds of families are
interest also means that the degree will have high Tertiargxperiencing. My questions are:
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1. Will the Minister confirm that service providers are undertaken within the cabinet process of government. My
expected to fund the additional 40 places to commence iguestions are:

February 2005 from their existing funds? 1. What process is specifically undertaken to ensure that
2. Will the additional 40 places be a pilot program; and,cabinet gives consideration to the impact that proposed
if so, what are the terms of the trial? legislation or policy will have on the quality, strength and

3. Will the minister provide details of the additional stability of family life in South Australia? _
resources to be allocated next year (referred to in his minis- 2. If such a process is undertaken, will the Premier
terial statement)? provide details of the broad framework and the underlying

4. In relation to these funds to be allocated next year, dog@Ssumptions and principles that guide such analysis?
‘next year’ mean next calendar year or next financial year, 3. Will the Premier provide details of such analysis or
and in which year will those funds become available? consideration as it pertains to this year's Gaming Machines

5. Will these additional resources be sufficient to provide(Miscellaneous) Amendment Bill and the Shop Trading
services for the 421 people already waiting to access a nef#ours (Miscellaneous) Amendment Bill 20037
service or have their previous service restored? TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Industry and

6. Why were the key agencies affected by the minister’ rade): | will get the Premier to respond to the detail about
announcement not informed prior to the minister's speaking/@V Such assessments are done within government. In the
to the media? nterim, | can inform the honourable member that cabinet

TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal submissions are expected to contain information about

Affairs and Reconciliation): | will refer those important Impacts. . . .
questions to the minister in another place and bring back a_ 1€ government introduced the concept of regional impact
reply. assessments, but for some time there have obviously been

economic and community impacts, which include the impacts
FAMILY IMPACT POLICY on families in this state and which are routinely part of the
statements expected with any cabinet submission. Clearly, in

TheHon. A.L. EVANS: | seek leave to make a brief relationto measures such as the gaming machine legislation
explanation before asking the Minister for Industry andthat s currently be.fore the parllamgnt, thatimpact is not just
Trade, representing the Premier, a question about famil§entral to the consideration of the bill but the whole existence

impact considerations in cabinet and government poIiC)Qf the bill is based on_the intenti_on_ of the government to
developments generally. address those community and family impacts. The honourable

Leave granted. member has asked an important question and | will obtain the
TheHon. A.L. EVANS: Legislation and policy measures details about how the assessment is actually done through the

generally have an impact on the economy and the enviror?—ff'ce of the Premier and bring back a response.
ment. Often detailed analysis and modelling is needed to
ascertain the full extent of the nature of these impacts. This MINERAL SANDS

is readily acknowledged by governments and policy makers  the Hon, J.SL. DAWKINS: | seek leave to make a brief

all over the world. Professor Fiona Stanley, Australian of theypjanation before asking the Minister for Mineral Resources
Year in 2003, is the Chief Executive Officer of the Australian Development a question about Iluka Resources.

Research Alliance for Children and Youth. She is concerned Leave granted.
about the urgent need to address the deterioration in KeY ThaHon. J.S.L. DAWKINS: The
health indicators for children. In an address to the Canbe”Bevelopmeht.S.A. conferencé at Naracoorte featured a

Press C;Iub she said: . _ presentation from Mr Peter Beilby, the General Manager,
Family environments. . are crucial to the issues we are Murray Basin, for lluka Resources Pty Ltd. lluka is a leader

discussing. Most parents want to be good parents and want the bgst he global production, processing and sale of titanium
for their children, but they need to be equipped and capable to do sQ. . | d zi T', . . | d in th
We also need to look beyond the family to neighbourhoodsMinerals and zircon. Titanium minerals are used in the

workplaces, the social and economic policies and environments arffoduction of titanium dioxide pigment for use in protective
to ask what it is about modern Australian communities which arecoatings such as house and car paints, sun screens, plastics,
what we might call ‘family disabling’. paper and textiles. Zircon is used in the ceramics industry,
On Andrew Denton’s shownough Rope, she said: where its opacity and hardness gives whiteness and durability
What is it about government policies that enhance the family!© files, sanitary ware and table ware. It is also used in
what | call family enabling? What are the policies which might in refractory, foundry and other industrial applications.
fact, if you model through, actually have a negative impact on  We heard from the minister in this place yesterday in
families? regard to lluka’s exploration north-west of Ceduna. However,
There is a vital need to ensure that public policy encouragesis important to note that the company is making an initial
and supports the development of strong effective families fonvestment of $270 million to construct and commission the
the healthy, optimal development of children and a producbouglas mine and mineral concentrating facilities near
tive and cohesive society for the future. Overwhelmingly,Balmoral in Victoria, as well as a mineral separation plant
research points to the conclusion that children’s life chancesear Hamilton. Douglas is situated approximately equidistant
across a range of outcomes are enhanced through being aflem Horsham, Hamilton and Naracoorte. | understand that
to grow and develop within a stable, effective and functionaln relation to this project $8 million worth of contracts have
family within a strong and constant relationship with a lovingalready been won from firms from the Limestone Coast area
mother and father, supported by the extendedr, asthe Ministerfor Aboriginal Affairs prefers to call it, the
intergenerational family and a supportive social, legal ané&outh-East, as well as further afield in South Australia.
economic foundation. | understand that some consideration While the current employment involved in construction
or process of analysis of family impacts may be routinelyis between 50 and 60, | understand that this will increase to

recent Regional
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260 over the next 12 months and has great potential for marits directors and operators. Obviously, we are very interested
workers based in South Australia. Apparently, the minerain developing not just the mineral sands deposits in our state
sands resource is the biggest known depositin the world aralit also in looking at the potential for future value adding.
forms part of the largely untapped Murray Basin miningWe are having discussions in relation to that and, obviously,
region. lluka is also developing further Murray Basin projectsat the appropriate time, the regional development boards will
near Ouyen in north-western Victoria and near Euston iralso be involved. Clearly, what is happening in Victoria is
south-west New South Wales. My questions are: related to the titanium ‘richness’ of the minerals in that state.
1. Given the potential for further mineral sand mining With the discovery, and the future potential discovery, of
development in the Murray Basin region of South Australiafurther zircon deposits on the West Coast near Ceduna, we
will the minister indicate the links between PIRSA andwill look at opportunities to ensure maximum potential for
mining companies such as lluka Resources in relation to thatlue adding from those commodities. At this stage, | do not

region? believe that | can say much more.
2. As Minister for Industry and Trade will he indicate
what efforts have been taken by DTED to estimate the STATE STRATEGIC PLAN

potential business for South Australian companies resulting )
from Iluka Resources developments at Douglas and other TheHon. D.W. RIDGWAY: | seek leave to make a brief
locations close to South Australia, as well as other opportungXplanation before asking the Minister for Industry and
ties within this state? Trade, as Leader of the Government in the Legislative
3. What measures have been taken to assist the Limestof@uncil, a question about the State Strategic Plan.
Coast Regional Development Board and other RDBs in Leave granted.
relation to potential economic development relating to the TheHon. D.W. RIDGWAY: Last month, | attended a
mining of mineral sands? briefing, hosted by the Premier, by Mr Jeff Tryens on the
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Industryand  implementation of the State Strategic Plan. Mr Tryens
Trade): | thank the honourable member for his question anéxplained the Oregon experience of implementing their state
for his interest in mineral sands. As | said earlier this weekplan, Oregon Shines. In his view, the next 12 months are
| believe that this is an industry where there is enormougritical in determining whether or not the South Australian
potential for this country. State Strategic Plan will succeed or fail. He also said that, in
An honourable member interjecting: Oregon, an independent body had been appointed to scruti-
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: Yes, the honourable member nise the implementation of the strategic plan and that
is right: along with hot rocks it is one of the very promising marketing of its plan was extremely important in achieving
areas. positive outcomes. My questions are:
An honourable member interjecting: 1. Whatis being done to market the State Strategic Plan,
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: | will give the honourable given that most people outside this building have no under-
member a little lecture on sand, because it is actuallptanding of what it means?
important to the question asked. The honourable member 2. Given that Mr Tryens said, ‘| believe what happens in

referred to both zircon and titanium dioxide. the next 12 months will determine whether or not this effort
The Hon. D.W. Ridgway interjecting: succeeds, what actions has the minister taken to prepare
The PRESIDENT: Order! Members of Her Majesty’s South Australian industry for the implementation of the State

opposition will take their punishment. Strategic Plan that will produce tangible benefits within this

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: It is my understanding that time frame?
many of these mineral sands deposits have been brought 3. Will the government establish an independent body to
about by the activity of ancient tidal movement. In an answemonitor and report on an annual basis on the progress of the
earlier this week, | referred to the zircon-rich deposits in—implementation of the State Strategic Plan?

The PRESIDENT: The cameraman in the gallery is  TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Industry and
aware of the rules regarding photography in the council. Anylrade): | thank the honourable member for his question
breaches will result in expulsion. about the State Strategic Plan. | think it is obvious to us alll

The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: The rich mineral sands we that if the plan is to succeed it must be seen to be an objective
have in this state are as a result of wave action erodinfpr the entire South Australian community. | point out in
ancient rock deposits. At various times in the past, ocean®lation to the specific areas in my portfolio such as export
have been over the land, and the ancient shorelines are whaeggets that, if we are to succeed in those targets, it is
explorers search for minerals. Apparently, the wave moveimportant that the entire community aim at those, and | would
ment causes a leaching process, and the denser minerals (stluhk that included the opposition. Some years ago the
as zircon) are left behind, and the lighter minerals (such aspposition and the now Leader of the Opposition in another
titanium) are washed further away. That means that the sang$ace, Rob Kerin, came up with a food plan. We think it is a
within the Victorian part of the Murray Basin tend to be good idea, and on every occasion | have been asked about it
richer in titanium oxide, but those in the South Australianl have given credit to the former minister for his work on that
basin, which are closer to where the wave action began, aman. In fact, what we have done in relation to exports is build
particularly rich in zircon. What is happening in the Douglason that by extending that food plan across all the other export
deposit in Victoria is related to titanium, because that isareas. The food plan can succeed only if it has widespread
particularly rich. We are very fortunate that zircon is a verysupport in the community by all politicians, all sides of
valuable commodity and that this state is particularly rich inpolitics and also by the industry itself.
it. So, what we would like to see happen in relation to those

The department has been in continual discussion witlexport targets, for example, whether they be in food or in
lluka, which is one of the world’s largest producers of other areas such as wine, manufacturing, health, education or
mineral sands and, last week, | had a meeting with several efhatever—the whole point of having the strategic plan is to
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try to get objectives that everyone can support and that thealley Wine Show. The day was perfect, with a great number
whole community will get behind. The reason they will get of people enjoying the tastings, lunch, award presentations,
behind them is that they are in the best interests of our statand an auction, with proceeds going back to the Clare Valley
Itis in the state’s interests that we achieve those objectiveéd/inemakers Association.

in relation not just to the economic parts of the plan such as As has recently been reported the Sunday Mail,
exports but also to those other objectives in the social welfar8evenhill Cellars secured the highest honour at this year's
area and also in the environmental sustainability area.  Clare Valley Wine Show. Sevenhill Cellars is steeped in

Obviously, if we are to not only achieve the objectives ofhistory. The 153 year old winery won the prestigious Jim
the plan but also see this state going where | think most of uBarry Trophy for best wine of the show for its 2002 Clare
would want it to go, we must achieve those sorts of objecValley riesling. The wine was also judged best non-
tives: economic growth, development that is sustainable ancommercial riesling, recognising that only limited supplies
also the relevant community justice elements of that plan. Ssemain of the 2002 vintage. Paul McClure, the Sevenhill
the reason why Mr Tryens was invited here was so that w€ellars General Manager, believes the awards were especially
could learn from the experience of Oregon so that the plapleasing, as 2002 was considered by winemakers to be a one
would have the best chance of succeeding. in 50 years opportunity for the making of fine riesling.

In relation to the marketing of the plan, all ministers at Members would be aware that Sevenhills is owned by the
every opportunity do their best to promote the plan. IndeedSociety of Jesus, a Catholic religious order commonly known
it is the government’s view that the strategic plan shouldas the Jesuits. The Jesuits are generally more respected as
really be the backbone for all action taken by governmenteducators, but it would be fair to say that they are great
every action governments take should be towards furtheringelievers in educating the whole person and, clearly, many
the objectives of the state plan; in other words, improving ouwould say that you cannot be a whole person without the
prosperity, our environment and our social well-being. Theappreciation of wine.
honourable member asked about an independent body, and Honour able members: Hear, hear!
that point was made by Mr Tryens. The reason he was TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: ‘Hear, hear! was said by

brought out here was to hear those sorts of views. many members. The presentation of the award was a
The Hon. D.W. Ridgway interjecting: particularly poignant moment, given the passing of Jim Barry
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: Well, that is what we will afew weeks earlier. Jim Barry is survived by his wife Nancy,

be looking at over the next— and children Peter, the Managing Director, John, a viticultur-
The Hon. D.W. Ridgway interjecting: ist, Julie, who is involved in sales and marketing, Mark, a

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: The honourable member winemaker, and his other two daughters, Susan McKee and
guoted Mr Tryens as saying that the next 12 months arBianne Barry, who live in Adelaide. Jim Barry Wines has
absolutely crucial for the success of the plan, so we wilbecome one of the great wine producers of the Clare Valley

certainly— and South Australia, winning many trophies and gold
TheHon. R.l. Lucas. The opposition needs to be on medals—a sign of the high benchmark that the company’s
board. patriarch set in winemaking. Jim Barry was regarded as a

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: Yes, he made all those pioneer of the Clare Valley wine industry and of winemaking
points, and that is why | suggested an independent bodin Australia, and he was the first qualified winemaker to work
Those comments speak for themselves. It is up to the Premiar the Clare Valley.
to announce a response to that, and | will leave it to him to In receiving the award on behalf of Sevenhill Cellars,
do so. | am happy to say that the government welcomes thgrother John May warmly remembered his friend, Jim Barry,
response of Mr Tryens, and we will certainly give carefulwho helped him make his first wine at Sevenhill 40 years ago.
consideration to his report. As Convener of the Premier’s Food Council, | place on

The PRESIDENT: Before | call on the business of the record that the gourmet lunch was prepared by leading Clare
day | draw to the attention of honourable members that todayalley chefs, namely, Diana Palmer of Skillogalee Wines and
only eight questions were asked; it is far below the averageRestaurant, Craig Sands of Neagles Rock Vineyard Restau-
There are two observations that | would like to make for theant, Louise Haines of Epic Food, Roger Graham of Sevenhill
assistance of members asking and answering questions. Maptel and Jo Barrington-Case of lona’s Catering.
guestions have multiple parts, some of them up to six, The presentation lunch was beautifully complemented by
resulting in extremely long answers. | think that, if honour-wines donated from Clare Valley wine companies. The
able members pay greater attention to the framing of theiregional food group, Clare Valley Cuisine, was launched
guestions and the answering of questions, more membeesrlier this year at Thorn Park Country House, and by
would get an opportunity to ask the questions that they warttoincidence the regional food workshop was held on the
to ask in the forum of the parliament. premises of the Sevenhill Cellars site on the following day.
AQ Australia was the principal sponsor of the Clare Valley
Wine Show. It was represented on the day by the general
manager, Andrew Evenden, and was generous in donating the
design and printing of the luncheon menu, as well as its
sponsorship of the best dry red (commercial class), and its

MATTERSOF INTEREST continuing support of the Clare Valley Wine Show.
Eight trophies were awarded on the day, with the trophy
donors being: Landmark Clare, Thorn Park Country House,
CLARE VALLEY WINE SHOW Clare Valley Toyota, Novozymes Australia, Vinpac Inter-
national, AQ Australia, Clare Country Club, Clare Image

TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: On Friday 29 October, | Labels, Andy Edwards, Edinburgh Cellars and Negociants

had the pleasure of representing the Premier at the Clataternational. The three judges were chairman Robin Day,
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Jeremy Stockman and Zar Brooks. Thorn Park Country The minister did contact me (which | appreciate), but |
House’s gracious proprietors and hosts, David Hay andnhake it clear that he disagreed with my position and the facts.
Michael Speers were generous in providing the accommod&Aore than two months after the report was due, no report has
tion for the judges. been tabled and the people of Glendambo do not yet have a
To Kerri Thompson and her 2004 committee, my con-solution to their problem. Quite frankly, | can see why the
gratulations on the well-run and very successful 2004 Clareninister’s own electorate is so angry with him. If this is the
Valley Wine Show. | should mention that Ms Thompson isbenefit of having minister McEwen in the cabinet, at a cost
the manager and winemaker with Leasingham Wines, owneaf $2 million to the taxpayer, the people of Mount Gambier—
by the Hardy Wine Company. The Hardy Wine Company isand, indeed, the people of South Australia—would be better
of course, owned by Constellation Wines, the world’s largesoff with him on the cross benches. The government should
wine company. Many thanks also to Ethel and Graham Milincrease its component of funding to cover the cost of water
for looking after me so well during the day. Graham Mill is carting, rather than cutting into existing budget items, and the
a member of both the Clare Valley Wine Association and theéeport should be expedited as soon as possible.
Wine Tourism Advisory Board. He was also a participant at
the recent workshop on the joint wine industry and South CHRISTIANITY

Australian government partnering strategy.
TheHon. AN GILFILLAN: | address my remarks to

WATER SUPPLY, GLENDAMBO Christians. The concept concerning me is that we are now
flooded in a deluge of publicity, both in the media and in
TheHon. T.J. STEPHENS: I rise to speak about an issue conversation, about the so-called Christian view, which stems
that goes to the heart of the responsibility with whichfrom the fundamentalist conservative Christian establishment,
governments are entrusted by the people. Members would éhich influenced the re-election of President Bush. If one
well aware of the plight of the people of Glendambo, whoreads some of the more intelligent media reports, one will see
have been suffering from government inaction for a long timghat a very skilful campaign was pitched at fundamental
now. | have asked a number of questions of several ministeristianity in the United States, which largely drew in that
in this council, all of whom have sought to handball this issuevote to the point that it is estimated that 80 per cent of the so-
around. Members would be aware of the situation incalled fundamentalist Christians of the south voted for the
Glendambo, which is a small oasis in regional South AusRepublicans, as though the Republican Party was the refuge
tralia which provides facilities to over 700 a day, in additionof God in politics.
to the 30 residents themselves. The essential problem is that The thrust of the so-called Bush Christian politics is lower
the town (as is the case with many of our regional communitaxes, military superiority of the United States, so-called
ties) is reliant upon the town bores. One bore has dried up arfdmily values (meaning what?), so-called moral values
the other (as is also the case with many of these communitie@neaning what?), and advancing freedom. For example, this
is close to collapsing, and there is no guarantee of a watés the so-called freedom that is currently being imposed in
supply beyond the bore that is about to collapse. Iraq, the current so-called freedom which has already been
In last Saturday'#dvertiser, in the ‘Statewide’ section, imposed in Afghanistan and the so-called freedom which is
the feature article was specifically about the plight ofdenied the people of the Sudan where the same moral value
Glendambo. Mr Boothey, Chairman of the Glendambo anépparently does not apply to people in Africa where, current-
District Progress Association, stated that the day when thky, millions of people’s lives are at risk and tens of thousands
bore collapses is just around the corner. When that happen$ people have lost their lives through the inaction of any
we will have to start carting water 113 kilometres from international force. | find it very difficult to attribute a so-
Woomera at a cost of $720 per load. This would have to bealled moral value to a regime which has taken this particular
done at least four times a week, which means that there isgosition.
considerable and unreasonable impost being imposed on the President Bush’s thrust is from the fundamentalist
30 residents and their businesses for services that th@hristian view that the United States is one nation under God,
government should provide anyway. doing God’s work, as though it is the only nation on earth
| have stated before that the Minister for Federal/Statevhich has been endowed with this wonderful blessing. ‘God
Relations, in reply to a letter | wrote to him, gave me ais on our side.’ It is the actual display of so-called Christian
lengthy explanation about a report that was due by the end dfiumphalism that the Bush regime can do no wrong and that
September. That would then be given consideration bysod determined that the state of Ohio would, by a very
several ministers and, at some point in the future, perhapgdender margin, actually reappoint his chosen regime to
some real solution might be found. Subsequently, | askegdower in the United States. | reject it because it is now
questions and issued a release condemning@kidinister becoming the accepted norm that all Christians, as referred
approach and called on the government to cover the cost ¢d by those who are not Christians or portray themselves as
water carting until a permanent solution was found. | anmsuch, fit this mould. | regard myself as a Christian and, in
happy to put on the record that | do not want to subvert thdact, as a Christian—
work being done by the working party, but | do want a TheHon. A.J. Redford: And a good one.
mechanism to protect the Glendambo residents until its TheHon. AN GILFILLAN: The Hon. Mr Redford may
recommendations can be implemented. have to reserve that judgment because | actually support the
| was later assured that a solution was being formulatedrug lobby, the gay lobby, the anti-gun lobby and prostitution
and that something would be done in three weeks; that thrdaw reform. | have no particular religious right to say that |
weeks expired last Tuesday. Imagine my surprise when | rea@im opposed to voluntary euthanasia but, as a personal point
in the Saturdaydvertiser that the chair of the working party of view, and not a Christian one, | am opposed to it because
indicated that the report is expected by the end of the year,believe that it has more risk and will create more damage
and no mention was made of covering the water carting. than it has benefits. | support the right of a woman to have an
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abortion. | am part of the censorship lobby. Now, in theare outnumbered three to two. Less than 43 per cent of local
fundamental Christian context, | would be disqualified. Noneuniversity students are males. Some 29 per cent of males aged
of those qualifications match. 25 to 34 have a tertiary education whereas 38 per cent of

A body which | regard as very close to the Christianity females in the same group are tertiary educated. From start
that | believe in is Medecins Sans Frontieres. Those peopl® finish young males are behind the eight ball in education.
have skills, professional abilities and resources and move t&/ithout a doubt, the high rate of youth unemployment has
the human need and deal with the human need. The Unitdzeen a contributing factor to male youth suicide. The long-
Nations may not be a faultless organisation—certainly, it isferm unemployed are less healthy and happy than their
not—however, it is a body which is endeavouring to do thecounterparts and are more likely to be homeless or in conflict
best for communities in the world at large. with the law.

For those who are Christians, | believe that we are all There is a disturbing correlation between the ratio of boys
obliged to look at supposedly the Mentor in Jesus Christto girls committing suicide, and the ratio of girls to boys
Jesus Christ submitted to evil to overcome it. He ate with théeing arrested for a criminal offence—which is five to one.
worst and the best. He did not say that there is a particuldffe often hear people complaining about the fact that
group of people for whom God has an exclusive communicamembers of our indigenous community have higher arrest
tion and blessing. It was to be available to all worldwide. Irates than the rest of the population, but the arrest rate for
want to put it on the record that | do not believe that the onlyboys between 15 and 24 is five to one. These figures are no
form of Christianity that | accept as expressing the will of doubt symptomatic of the same underlying problem; that is,
Christ is the fundamental Christianity which is currently we appear to be failing our young men.
rampant in the United States and threatens the effects of It is even more difficult to calculate rates of attempted
Christians working as people who love people and love Goduicide. Fortunately, the incident of which | am aware did not
in this country. We must avoid Christianity being hijacked bysucceed. Completed suicides are the tip of the self-destructive
fundamentalists in any context that we find it. We musticeberg. We also need to consider attempted suicide. There
accept that they have their right to their beliefs but I, as as a paucity of data on the rate of attempted suicide in
Christian, have my right to my beliefs. Australia, and that needs to be improved. | am considering

moving a resolution to have the question of male youth
suicide referred to the Social Development Committee, and

YOUTH SUICIDE that is something | will pursue further.
TheHon. T.G. CAMERON: | rise today to draw the
council’s attention to a matter of great concern not only to me TIMBER INDUSTRY

as a member of parliament but also as a father of three boys
aged between 15 and 24. The issue that | want to raise today TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: The most significant industry
is male youth suicide. | hasten to add that it was not one of the South-East today is the timber industry and the timber
my young boys who made an attempt at suicide. | hav@rocessing industry. This has been the result of a significant
recently had the unfortunate and unpleasant experience pértnership between the private and public sectors for over
having a young man who | knew well attempt to commit100 years. The bulk of the plantation of timber in the South-
suicide. Whilst | spoke on this issue many years ago, iEast has been held by Forestry SA and underpins the
prompted me to have a look at just what is going on here irconomic growth and future of the South-East, in particular
Australia and, in particular, here in South Australia. Mount Gambier. The statistics, while impressive, do not do
According to Jennifer Buckingham from the Centre forjustice to the importance of this industry to the region, and
Independent Studies for South Australia, in 2002 the suicidindeed the state as a whole. It is an industry that is environ-
rate per 100 000 population of 15 to 24 year old males wamentally friendly and diverse. Forestry and its associated
19 compared with 4.3 for 15 to 24 year old females. This igndustries account for 30 per cent of the local economy,
an almost 500 per cent increase for young males over yount) per cent of land use and directly employs 25 per cent of
girls who are committing suicide, and we do not even havéhe work force. For the benefit of members opposite, | point
figures about attempted suicides. If these figures wereut that the CFMEU, which is affiliated with the ALP, has
reversed, | have no doubt that there would be members @njoyed considerable growth in its membership over the past
either house of parliament—certainly from the feministfew years under the capable and energetic stewardship of
lobby—demanding a royal commission into why femaleBrad Coates.
suicide rates are five times higher than young males. Further, The importance of this industry was recognised when the
South Australia also has the second highest number of malémestone Coast Regional Development Board released its
suicides of any Australian state. The Australian average is 1plantation timber blueprint, which noted that the Greater
per 100 000 and our rate here in South Australia is 19. AGreen Triangle had the largest plantation timber estate in
number of theories have been developed to explain the causistralia. It pointed out that the industry, just in this region,
of suicide, and | will not to go into all those; they cover generates more than $1 billion per year and underpins some
psychological factors, social pressures, cultural pressures, aBd00 jobs. That compares favourably with the wine indus-
so on. try’s export bill of $1.8 billion and some 12 000 jobs in South
Quite clearly, young men are falling through the cracks inAustralia. The opportunities identified by the blueprint
our education system. Only last weBthe Advertiser carried  include a possible pulp mill, value adding for the blue gum
an article pointing out that the year 12 completion rate foindustry and possible expansion of existing processing and
boys is far less than that of girls. Some 15 per cent more girl@lher opportunities.
than boys are educated to year 12 level. Statistics also show | am very fortunate, having gone to Penola school for most
that boys outnumber girls three to one in the lowest brackedf my school time, to note that most of my school friends did
of primary school literacy tests. In the highest bracket theyot leave the region but managed to obtain jobs locally within
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the timber industry. | know that you, Mr President, as a Corporation of the Town of Walkerville

country person would understand the importance in terms of Rate Revenue Collected ($M)

family life and other reasons of having good strong industries Year Amount Increase  Since 1999
in regional areas to keep families together. When the 1999 2422 0 0
blueprint was launched, the Minister for Forests (Hon. Ror 2000 2.649 9.37% 9:37%

p ned, i ) -ROrY 5001 2.835 7.02% 17.05%
McEwen) correctly identified that processing opportunities 2002 3.046 7.43% 25.76%
need to be fully exploited. He said that the challenge would 2003 3.285 7.84% 35.63%
be thrown to the region’s three largest companies—Auspine, 2004 3.502 J 6-65;% q 44.6%
Carter Holt Harvey and Green Triangle Forest Products—to Rate Revenue Projecte (g(ygrl;om ?nucrggtse since
provide further investment in the forestry or timbe_r industry. Year Amount Increase 1999

He went on to say that all players need to be involved in 1999 2.419
discussions about value adding, particularly in a local sense, 2000 2.650 9.55% 9.55%
and he stated: 2001 2.835 7.00% 17.29%
' 2002 3.092 9.03% 27.8%
The report shows radiata pine resource is almost totally commit- 2003 3.286 6.27% 35.8%
ted, but it is the blue gum resource where the new jobs will come 2004 3.514 6.94% 45.3%
from. . . Wedon't want any of those jobs to go offshore. We want 2005 3.689 5.00% 52.5%
that product to go as far up the value adding chain as possible 2006 3.874 5.00% 60.15%
locally. That’s the challenge. 2007 3.952 2.02% 63.4%
It is not often that | stand.here and say that | agree with ;he City of Victor Harbor
member fo'r Mount Gambier, but | cou!d not agree more with Rate Revenue Collected ($M)
those sentiments and congratulate him on his comments. In Year Amount Increase  Since 1999
relation to the blue gum industry it is also interesting to note 1999 4.883 , ,
a CSIRO report published in 2001, which talks about the sorts 288(1) gég% 5'970% % 15572130//%
of job numbers that might be available for that industry in the’ 2002 6.216 10.46% 27.3%
South-East over the next decade. Indeed, the CSIRO’s 2003 6.920 11.32% 41.72%
suggestion is that, with 100 000 hectares planted, some 2 0002004 7.533 8.86% 54.27%
jobs will be created as a consequence and, if we go up tg 2005 (estimate) 8.129 7.91% 66.47%

f te Revenue Projected
240 000 hectares, there could be as many as 4 200 jobs. "Council’s 3 year forward financial plan — The City of Victor

we have here an opportunity with a big growth in plantationqarhor’s current Strategic Management Plan incorporates a range
of creating an enormous number of jobs. However, there aref initiatives with the objective of producing a forward financial
real challenges, including government policies that will putplan. Many of those initiatives have been actioned and will be

a cap on the future growth of forests; a failure to rule out %SL(‘)?@ég%iitpseLg‘x‘i‘g{?;f%?ctegl;cr’]rr‘]?ntgi)rg:iigda”Cia' plan during the
threat to impose water licence fees on existing plantations; ’

and, of course, significant transfers of investment to Victoria Alexandrina Council
of plantations. Rate Revenue Collected ($M) _
Indeed, Forestry SA has not planted one new tree, other Iggg An;ogm Increase sg%%/olggg
than replacing existing plantations, on this side of the border. 5qqg 82 9.3% 9.3%
Allits investment has gone into Victoria. The opportunity for 2001 9.4 14.6% 25.3%
Mount Gambier becoming a big region is dependent very 2002 111 18.1% 48.0%
much on a strong strategic plan for future growth of forests %882 ﬁ-g 19365‘%) gg-gg//g
in South Australia. Rate Revenue Projected ($M) from Budget
Time expired. Yearly  Increase since
Yggrg An;ognt increase 1999
1 .
COUNCIL RATES 2000 8.2 9.33% 9.33%
TheHon. J.F. STEFANI: Today | wish to speak about 388% 19141 ig:g%; 254'5’03/0%
council rates, which have been fuelled by the ever-increasing 2003 12.6 13.51% 68%
valuations of properties by the Valuer-General without any 2004 13.8 9.52% 84%
action from the Labor government, which is also reaping the 2005 14.8 1.24% 97.33%
benefit of the windfall of money from increases in land tax %88673 11%021 ? go//" i%g 'gg(y/"
. . . . 0 . 0
charges, sewage rates and emergency services levies. | haVE,Qoog 18.4 6.98% 145.33%
been saying for months that the local government charges are 2009 19.5 5.98% 160.00%
out of control. From information that | have collected by 2010 20.9 7.18% 178.66%
surveying 21 councils, | have come to the conclusion that 2011 21.7 3.83% 189.33%
- . 2012 22.5 3.68% 200.00%
most councils have collected an extraordinary amount of 5533 233 35504 210.66%
money from their ratepayers.
In collating the information that | received from the City of Mt Gambier
various councils, | can confidently say that the increases in .- Amc'?lj"rt]f Revelggreegggea%‘?n(fe'w) Capital Value
the rate of revenue collected by the 21 councils from 1999 to 1999 $ billion
2004 is between 35 and 55 per cent, which is far in excess of 1999 6.25 1.42
the increases in the CPI. | seek leave to have the statistical 2000 6.674 6.78%  6.78% 1.136
data | have collated, showing the various increases in revenue 7.143 7.03% 14.29%  1.185
; . 7.545 5.63% 20.72% 1.290
coIIect_ed,_as well as the rate revenue prOjected_ by_the various 5093 8.160 8.15%  30.56% 1434
councils, inserted intblansard without my reading it. 2004 8.767 7.44%  40.27% 1.615

Leave granted. 2005 2.062
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Rate Revenue Projected ($M) from Budget 2002 14.95 11.32% 32.54%
Year Amount Yearly Increase 2003 15.78 5.55% 39.89%
increase since 2004 2004 16.86 6.84% 49.47%
2004-005 9.342 Current Rate Revenue Projected ($M) from Budget
2005-06  9.506 1.75% 1.75%  Projected Council sets a Budget annually which determines the rate revenue
required to provide a given service level. The above figures are the
The City of Prospect budgeted figures for each year which in our case are also the rate
Rate Revenue Collected ($M) revenue actually generated each year.
Year Amount Increase Since 1999
2001 7.75 City of Burnside
2002 9.05 16.77% 16.77% Rate Revenue Collected ($M)
2003 9.16 1.22% 18.19% Year Amount Increase Since 1999
2004 9.60 4.58% 23.87% 1999 15.011
Rate Revenue Projected ($M) from Budget 2000 15.663 4.34% 4.34%
Year Amount Yearly Increase 2001 17.212 9.89% 14.66%
increase since 2001 2002 18.362 6.68% 22.32%
2001 7.75 2003 19.225 4.7% 28.07%
2002 9.05 16.77% 16.77% 2004 20411 6.17% 35.97%
2003 9.16 1.22% 18.19% Rate Revenue Projected ($M) from Budget
2004 9.60 4.58% 23.87% Year Amount Yearly  Increase since
2005 9.99 4.06% 28.90% increase 2005
2006 10.41 4.20% 34.32% 2005-06 21.125
2006-07 21.844 3.40% 3.40%
The Corporation of the Town of Gawler 2007-08 22.564 3.30% 6.81%
Rate Revenue Collected ($M) 2008-09 23.309 3.30% 10.34%
Year Amount Increase Since 1999 2009-10 24.078 3.30% 13.98%
1999 5.677
2000 6.128 7.9% 7.9% City of Unley
2001 6.439 5.1% 13.4% Rate Revenue Collected ($M)
2002 6.784 5.4% 19.5% Year Amount Increase Since 1999
2003 7.178 5.8% 26.4% 1999 15.39
2004 7.645 6.5% 34.6% 2000 16.83 9.36% 9.36%
Rate Revenue Projected ($M) from Budget 2001 18.32 8.85% 19.04%
Council's 10 year Corporate Plan adopted on 24 June, 2000, 2002 19.73 7.70% 28.20%
consists of the following principles: 2003 21.24 7.65% 38.01%
1. Completion of $17 650 000 of Capital Projects 2004 22.43 5.60% 45.74%

2. Appropriate loan borrowings to achieve a balanced annuaRate Revenue Projected ($M) from Budget
The 2003-04 Budget provide 2 year forecast of rating increases

budget

3. All new loans to be repaid over a term of five years

; ! 1 : —acopy of the spreadsheet summary file is attached. This forecast
4. Progressive reduction of overall debt which will reduce thewas premised on total rate revenue increases of 5.1% per annum for
Loan Repayments versus Rates ratio from 22.68% to around 13.18fe years 2004-05 and 2005-06. Council has recently adopted its
To achieve the above principles Council is required to have amudget for 2004-05 and this required a rates revenue increase of

annual rate increase of no more than 6.5% of existing assessmengs5% to produce a balanced result.

The District Council of Mt Barker
Rate Revenue Collected ($M)

Year Amount Increase Since 1999
1999 7 205.76

2000 8 261.66 14.7% 14.7%
2001 9434.25 14.2% 27.0%
2002 9621.96 2.0% 25.6%
2003 10 370.34 7.8% 32.9%
2004 11 160.82 7.6% 38.1%

Budget

City of Holdfast Bay
Rate Revenue Collected ($M)

Year Amount Increase Since 1999
1999 10.396

2000 11.150 7.25% 7.25%
2001 12.045 8.03% 15.86%
2002 13.007 7.99% 25.12%
2003 13.823 6.27% 32.96%
2004 14.932 8.02% 43.63%

Rate Revenue Projected ($M) from Budget

Annual budgets are prepared each March-May and rates are set Council's Administration does prepare a 5 Year Financial
annually against this budget.
Council also has rolling three year budget projections, howeveavailable, however, each budget is unique, in that the budget is first
this is not used to set the annual rates.

Adelaide Hills Council
Rate Revenue Collected ($M)

Adelaide Hills Council
Rate Revenue Collected ($M)

Strategy as an indicator for the future rates revenues that might be

constructed and approved by Elected Members, and the balancing
item is the amount of rate revenue that is required to be raised to

fund the level of desired expenditure. Thus no specific forecast is

available, as each year’s budget is considered on its own merits as
to what needs to be funded urgently in any particular year.

Year Amount Increase Since 1999
1999 11.06

2000 12.26 10.85% 10.85%
2001 13.96 13.86% 26.22%
2002 14.66 5.01% 32.55%
2003 15.76 7.50% 42.50%
2004 17.02 7.99% 53.89%

Rate Revenue Projected ($M) from Budget

Have no long term projections — working on formal projections

Campbelltown City Council

Rate Revenue Collected ($M)

Year Amount Increase Since 1999
1999 11.28

2000 12.10 7.27% 7.27%
2001 13.43 10.99% 19.06%

City of Mitcham
Rate Revenue Collected ($M)
Year Amount Increase Since 1999
1999 16.7
2000 17.5 4.8% 4.8%
2001 19.3 10.3% 15.5%
2002 20.6 6.7% 23.4%
2003 221 7.3% 32.3%
2004 235 6.2% 40.7%
Rate Revenue Projected ($M) from Budget
Year Amount Yearly Increase
Increase since 2000
2000 19.3
2001 20.6 6.7% 6.7%
2002 219 6.3% 13.5%
2003 231 5.4% 19.7%
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2004 25.3 9.5% 31.1%
2005 26.9 6.3% 39.4%
2006 28.5 5.9% 47.7%
City of Playford
Rate Revenue Collected ($M)
Year Amount Increase Since 1999
1999-2000 19.49
2000-01 20.93 7.39% 7.39%
2001-02 22.22 6.21% 14.01%
2002-03 23.53 5.89% 20.73%
2003-04 Forecasted 24.81 5.44% 27.30%
Rate Revenue Projected ($M) from Budget
Year Amount Yearly Increase
Increase since 2004
2004-05 26.6
2005-06 28.0 5.26% 5.26%
2006-07 29.1 3.93% 9.40%
2007-08 30.9 6.18% 16.16%
2008-09 325 5.17% 22.18%
2009-10 34.1 4.92% 28.19%
City of West Torrens
Rate Revenue Collected ($M)
Year Amount Increase Since 1999
1999-2000 17 140.00
2000-01 17 450.00 1.8% 1.8%
2001-02 18 800.00 7.73% 9.68%
2002-03 20 900.00 11.17% 21.93%
2003-04 22 445.00 7.39% 30.95%
Rate Revenue Projected ($M) from Budget
Year Amount Yearly Increase
Increase since 2002
2002 20900.00
2003 22 551.00 7.90% 7.90%
2004 24 062.00 6.70% 15.13%
2005 26 011.00 8.1% 24.45%
2006 27 494.00 5.7% 31.55%
City of Marion
Rate Revenue Collected ($M)
Year Amount Increase Since 1999
1999 24.30
2000 25.86 6.42% 6.42%
2001 27.77 7.39% 14.28%
2002 29.59 6.55% 21.77%
2003 31.82 7.54% 30.95%
2004 34.01 6.88% 39.96%
Annual Budget $47.2M

Note: Funding Community Priorities will identify
$1M savings per year for three years.

Year

1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004

Over the five years since 1999-2000 the average residential rate has
increased by 5%pa while the minimum rate applying to approx 30%

Ave.

Residential

Rate

$562
$600
$635
$678
$735
$752

Minimum
Rate $

460
487
510
535
562
575

of all ratepayers increased by 3.6% pa.

Year
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004

Year
2004

2005
2006

City of Tea Tree Gully

Rate Revenue Collected ($M)

Residential

Rate in

Dollar
.5353
.5242.1%
.5108.6%
.4798.5%
4058B2%
.340®3%

Amount Increase Since 1999
27.65
30.60 10.70% 10.70%
31.99 4.54% 15.69%
34.22 6.97% 23.76%
36.09 5.46% 30.52%
38.33 6.21% 38.62%
Rate Revenue Projected ($M) from Budget
Amount Yearly Increase
Increase since 2004
37.76
38.09 0.87% 0.87%
38.48 1.02% 1.90%

2007 38.87 1.01 2.94%
2008 39.26 1.00% 3.97%
City of Charles Sturt
Rate Revenue Collected ($M)
Year Amount Increase Since 1999
1999 32.31
2000 34.75 7.55% 7.55%
2001 38.01 9.38% 17.64%
2002 43.05 13.26% 33.24%
2003 46.59 8.22% 44.20%
2004 50.10 7.53% 55.06%
Rate Revenue Projected ($M) from Budget
Year Amount Yearly Increase
Increase since 2004
2004 47.60
2005 51.17 7.52% 7.52%
2006 54.50 6.51% 14.49%
2007 57.22 4.99% 20.21%
2008 60.08 5% 26.22%
City of Port Adelaide Enfield
Rate Revenue Collected ($M)
Year Amount Increase Since 1999
1999 37.62
2000 39.96 6.22% 6.22%
2001 42.23 5.68% 12.25%
2002 46.81 10.84% 24.43%
2003 50.18 7.20% 31.70%
2004 Estimated 52.61 4.84% 39.84%
Rate Revenue Projected ($M) from Budget
Year Amount Yearly Increase
Increase since 2003-04
2003-04 18.13
2004-05 18.58 2.48% 2.48%
2005-06 19.05 2.53% 5.07%
2006-07 19.53 2.52% 7.72%
City of Salisbury
Rate Revenue Collected ($M)
Year Amount Increase Since 1999
1999 28.80
2000 30.70 6.60% 6.60%
2001 33.03 7.59% 14.69%
2002 35.55 7.63% 23.44%
2003 38.41 8.04% 33.37%
2004 41.31 7.55% 43.44%
Rate Revenue Projected ($M) from Budget
Year Amount Yearly Increase
Increase since 2004
2004 3841
2005 41.10 7.00% 7.00%
2006 43.56 5.98% 13.41%
2007 46.40 6.52% 20.80%
2008 48.72 5% 26.84%
2009 51.01 4.7% 32.80%
2010 53.66 5.19% 39.70%
2011 56.18 4.7% 46.26%
2012 58.54 4.2% 52.41%
2013 61.00 4.2% 58.81%
City of Onkaparinga
Rate Revenue Collected ($M)
Year Amount Increase Since 1999
1999 38.72
2000 40.66 5% 5%
2001 43.89 7.9% 13.3%
2002 46.92 6.9% 21.2%
2003 49.88 6.3% 28.8%
2004 53.69 7.7% 38.6%
Rate Revenue Projected ($M) from Budget
Year Amount Yearly Increase
2004 53.69
2005 56.86 5.9%
City of Norwood Payneham & St Peters
Rate Revenue Collected ($M)
Year Amount Increase Since 1999
1999 12.73
2000 13.21 3.7% 3.7%
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2001 14.41 9.1% 13.2% Christian convert, he was taken to Whyalla, where he was

2002 15.54 7.8% 22.1% flown to Adelaide, Perth and Tehran.

2003 16.31 4.9% 28.1% . .

2004 17.32 6.2% 36.1% | believe that such deportations to Iran are a matter of
Annual budgets are prepared each March to May and rates are @fave concern and hlgh!lght worrying fallyres on the part of
annually against this budget. the department, the Minister for Immigration and the federal

TheHon. J.F. STEFANI: This data also provides a governmentto take into account Australia’s obligations under

breakdown of the distribution of categories and the capitaiitérnational conventions. Itis my understanding that Iranian
valuations in each council for the years 2002-03 and 2003-041uslims who convert to Christianity face imprisonment,
showing the percentage increases in the rateable values updfVere punishment and even death.
which rates by the councils are set each year. | note with The Iranian government is repressive, and there is much
interest that similar information has been collected ancvidence of the persecution and killing of political and
published byrhe Advertiser, which has engaged the servicesreligious dissidents. Respected human rights organisations
of KPMG to verify the extent to which local government such as Amnesty International have reported that peaceful
revenue has increased over a four-year period. opposition activities have led to the imprisonment, torture and
The many ratepayers who have contacted my office ovegven death of thousands of Iranians. They also report
the past couple of months have all expressed great concegstensive persecution of non-Muslims. Iranian asylum
about the increases imposed upon them by their local counciieekers deported back to Iran face the very real possibility of
By way of example, | will read a letter | have received from persecution, imprisonment, torture and even death. A number
an elderly gentleman who lives in a house in Exeter he builbf correspondents have expressed grave concern about the
in 1960 and who obviously has a great deal of concern abowafety of Masoud now that he has been forced back to Iran.

his rates. He states: Article 33 of the UN Refugee Convention says that no
Ser:Jﬁﬁ?gggg'ﬁ?;ﬁp%‘gr?g?rtT?i#:pﬁhtgnsfﬁfs?%gﬁrega}gsl% fzngtate shall return a refugee to a place where his or her life or
cottages on the Lefevre Peninsula were in a shocking state frowperty is threatened. The UN Convention Against Torture .
white ants. says that no state can send a person to a place where there is

: . . real prospect of torture. | am deeply concerned that the
The block next to his was empty, so, in 1952, his mother gavgeportation of Masoud and other political and religious

him some money to put down foundations. He started to buil issidents to Iran have placed them in serious danger of

Esnt?r?&jzg' in 1955, and it became livable by 1960. Hephysical harm. | have heard reports that Masoud’s family
’ _ have not been able to trace him and fear he may already have
Now, 44 years on, there has been no further improvement, angeen killed.
still no front veranda to the cottage. .
He says that he is an 83 year old pensioner and that the rates Constituents expressed concemn over the future of a

and taxes being charged on his home are extraordinary. HigMPer of other Iranians, and one couple explained that they
letter continues: " are supporting a 40-year old Iranian man who became a

Christian at Curtin. They tell me that Dr Murray Muirhead

The reply from Kevin Foley, through the member for Lee, ; i
Michael Wright MP, has led me to believe in reading the Treasurer’and Reverend Dean Drayton, the President of the Uniting

reply that pensioners are now supporting the essential services am'umh Jin Australia, vouch for the genuineness of his
state budget. conversion. These constituents are very concerned that he

ould be deported in a similar manner and are very worried
increases are hurting our people. Many are on a fixed incom bout his safety if this were to happen. This man desperately

and many pensioners are finding it extraordinarily difficultmIsseS his widowed mother, brothers, sister and their

to pay the ever increasing charges being levied upon them HgMilies. His brother was imprisoned for over wo years
the local council and by the government. | say sincerely th ecause he had helped him escape. However, he is extrem_ely
the 150 people or more who have written or telephoned m arful of torture and feels he cannot go back, even to see his
office have all told me the same story. It is obvious that th amily.

approach suggested by the Minister for State/Local Govern- It was reported inThe Age of 18 October this year that
ment Relations, during his interviews on 5AN and 5AA Australia had a secret memorandum of understanding with
yesterday—that is, ‘There are a lot of tools in terms of tryingthe Iranian government. Under this memorandum, Iran has
to bring the two tails in'—will not satisfy the many suffering apparently agreed to accept the forcible and voluntary
ratepayers living in all the council areas. | now urge the Labodeportation of rejected asylum seekers. This agreement seems
government to address the issue by legislating to enforceraot to adequately take into account Australia’s obligation to
CPl yearly increase as a means of bringing sanity into locaivoid sending asylum seekers back to danger. Constituents

From what | have said, you can tell that such extraordinar

government administration. have reported that many returned detainees have disappeared,
and some are believed dead. These concerns are backed up
IRANIAN ASYLUM SEEKERS by a recent report by the Edmund Rice Centre, ‘Deported to

danger,’ which studied the outcomes of 40 returned asylum

TheHon. A.L. EVANS: | was recently informed of the seekers. Some refugee advocates maintain that no returned
case of a number of Iranian asylum seekers, some of whorefugees, whether they were deported forcefully or voluntari-
are awaiting determination of their situation, whilst othersly, have been heard of again outside prison, unless they were
have been deported, apparently without proper regard faible to escape to another country.
their safety or the real situation in Iran. Until recently,
Masoud was a detainee in the Baxter Detention Centre at Port
Augusta. On 14 October this year, he was forcibly and
suddenly removed and deported from the detention centre. A
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LAND AND BUSINESS (SALE AND At auction, the price escalates out of the purchaser’s price
CONVEYANCING) (PROPERTY INSPECTIONS) range within minutes, especially if they have in mind an
AMENDMENT BILL amount that needs to be spent to rectify faults. It would be no

surprise to anyone if a person without a building inspection
TheHon. AN GILFILLAN obtained leave and intro- is prepared to pay more for a property not knowing the faults
duced a bill for an act to amend the Land and Business (Sal& that building than a person who has that information.
and Conveyancing) Act 1994; and to make a related amendRemember, this purchaser is out of pocket for an inspection
ment to the Building Work Contractors Act 1995. Read a firstthat is useless to them because they did not buy the property.
time. There is no limit to the number of people who could have
TheHon. IAN GILFILLAN: | move: paid for inspections in these circumstances, and imagine this
That this bill be now read a second time. happening_time and time again. I_Each tir_ne, the prospective
- . . purchaser is out of pocket for an inspection, and the cost of
In explaining the bill, | would like to reflect that for most ¢ inspection is whittling away at the person’s savings
people purchasing a house is the most significant purchaggards a deposit. It should come as no surprise to find that
they make in their lives. We have recently seen house pricessspective purchasers stop paying for inspections after this
skyrocketing to the point that many cannot afford to buy theif, - happened a few times. That is a first-hand experience
firsthome and, even more worryingly, rent prices are puttingynich has been shared with me.
houses beyond the reach of ordinary people. These factors are .
creating a highly stressful situation where buyers are verging Ve have been advised by agents and people who have
cently purchased houses that four inspections is the typical

on a state of panic, watching their deposit becoming erode . .
P 9 b 9 maximum. Once they have passed this number, they tend to

by the prices of houses climbing out of their range. . , ) . .
The organisation in South Australia that deals principallyﬂy blind knowing that their chance of success is quite small.

with the sale of houses is the Real Estate Institute of Soutﬁ;r:sesééurag'ﬁgugfoagg?#gs é’é’)ﬂgéf;%?g;;%\:ggig da g”gg
Australia, and it is my pleasure to inform the council that | 9 ! P

have had constructive and amiable discussions with severg time. Itwould be quite common for a prospective purchas-

members, and yesterday with the president, vice president ae Vg%%zgiﬁtbﬂ?ﬁlgéggggisg;tor[)nsalfcﬁ\l,gwirr?ﬁdagg Enn;ke
executive officer of that organisation. It will be an ongoing X prosp P

dialogue, but | would like to indicate to this council that a bid subject to a favourable building inspection, it would be

although we, the REISA and the Democrats, do not agree 0ﬂearly in the vendor’s interest to ignore these bids and select

the actual allocation of cost, there is a large area of commo}tu1e winner from those_ who bid uncondlltlo.nally. ?qurly, th's,
{s a version of what is known as the ‘prisoner’s dilemma

ground as to the need for building inspections. With thaWhere people who pay for inspections are less likely to be

background | CO“"T‘“e- . successful than those who do not. Purchasers learn this, and
We are also seeing two trends in real estate that make ﬂfﬁen fly blind; this is not an acceptable situation

situation worse. There has been in the past a rise in the ; .
popularity of auctions as a method of selling a house and in | Should give this place some examples of the faults that

the other alternative of the collection of offers from purchasPuilding inspections have revealed, so that members can get
ers without actually stating the vendor's price, that is,2S€Nse of the risks involved. This anecdotal information has

suggesting a price range and asking prospective purchas&Me to me from building inspectors, real estate agents and
to make a bid depending on their best guess of what othdlrospective purchasers who have given me copies of building

people may bid for the property. The second trend—and inspections that t_hey ha\_/e commissioned. These are all faults
would argue that this is occurring because of the first—is fofhat | would classify as hidden faults that the purchaser would
purchasers to make bids without having the benefit of £€ Unlikely to see without professional assistance.
building inspection to detail the current condition of the A number of people have told me about properties with
property that they are buying. burst water mains where the break is under the house.
The popularity of auctions fluctuates. Although there wasvendors have concealed this by keeping the mains turned off.
a boom in auctions, we have been advised by agents that thdfea couple of cases, the unhappy purchaser has discovered
has been a drop-off, although we believe that that is tempdhis after the sale the first time the water is turned on. There
rary. It has been argued that it is partly a result of the control&/as a case in Queensland where a careless repair to the
on dummy bids. However, that does not in any way substarglectric stove caused the death of a barefoot child when she
tially influence the thrust of our legislation, because either byurned off a garden tap. Stormwater reticulation is a frequent
auction or by the making of offers from purchasers toconcern with stormwater being diverted illegally into the
vendors, the same principles apply. sewer system or, in one case, seeping beneath the house and
In an auction situation, the prospective purchaser finds §using the foundation to break, and an external wall to
house that they like. They have already received approvanigrate away from the rest of house. White ants are a
from a bank to buy at auction, provided that they do not wisfommon problem, and in the worst cases there is evidence of
to borrow more than a certain percentage of the value of th&hite ants being covered up with masking tape and the heavy
home (in the bank’s opinion) and, of course, the bank als§0at of paint.
gives an upper limit to the amount of money that the purchas- | wish to point out that there are some circumstances,
er may borrow. The house is on the market for a very shotthopefully quite rare, where these things are deliberate
time, during which the prospective purchaser arranges attempts by a dodgy vendor to cover up faults in a fraudulent
building inspection at a cost of anywhere between $100 anthanner. It has also been brought to my attention that many
$500, depending on the level of detail they request and thieandy men and women renovators who, inspired by popular
nature of the house they are intending to buy. The buildingelevision programs, have made illegal structural modifica-
inspection reveals flaws that can be mitigated at a reasonahiiens to houses without realising their error or the danger their
cost. modifications have caused.
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The Democrat bill addresses these problems by taking theeveral people were interested in buying the property and
building inspection out of the purchaser’s hands and makingrepared to pay the $25 (which is not too onerous in that
it a mandatory part of every sale of a residential propertycontext), the vendor would recoup a substantial portion of the
This means that everyone goes in with their eyes open onaiginal outlay.
level playing field. The tricks and traps for new players are The benefit would be that the buyer would have confi-
revealed by professionals, and that information is availablélence; the vendor would feel comfortable that there had been
to all.  understand that this is a radical change that strikes ain honest appraisal of the property being offered for sale; and
the heart of real estate and legal practices, and | will makéhe agent would feel confident that the negotiation (or
some observations about those aspects. auction) he or she is conducting is being done with no

Our current practice is based on two fundamental princideception, either overt or covert. For that reason, we have
ples of law, namely, freedom of contract and caveat emptareceived substantial expressions of support for the bill and its
(that is, let the buyer beware). These principles have beedntention from some real estate agents, landlords and other
with us since time immemorial. | put it to all members thatpeople who are either intending to purchase or have pur-
these principles need to be softened when we are talkinghased houses.
about circumstances such as purchasing one’s intended home,
where there is such a huge imbalance in the information held TheHon. JM.A. LENSINK secured the adjournment of

by the parties to the contract. the debate.
Freedom of contract comes from a much harsher time
when society generally felt that it was okay to exploit a PROFESSIONAL STANDARDSBILL

sucker. In a nutshell, we could restate this principle as, ‘If ] )
you're dumb enough to be conned, tough luck, you're still  Third reading.
bound by the contract.’” Stated in these terms, | believe it )
sounds reprehensible. | am happy to report that as a society | "€ CHAIRMAN: | have an announcement in respect of
there are many circumstances where we have decided tge third readlng of thls_ bill. I certify that this fair printis in
move away from this harsh position. Contracts involving&ccordance with the bill as agreed to by the committee and
minors are treated quite differently from other contracts, if€Ported with amendments last session and now restored to
recognition that it is much easier to swindle a minor andtheNotice Paper as a lapsed bill.
therefore, they need protection. Bill recommitted.

We have introduced consumer protection legislation and Clause 15.
created cooling-off periods, and we treat frauds, scams and TheHon. P. HOLL OWAY: Since this measure was last
confidence tricksters with seriousness. When we are talkingefore the council, discussions have resulted in agreement on
about people buying a house for which they pay significan@ Previously controversial clause, namely, clause 15. This
amounts of money, it is clear that we cannot, with goodclause deals with the commencement of schemes. The clause,
conscience, rely on a principle like freedom of contract. Ove@s it originally reached this place, proposed that a scheme

time we have made many changes to the way in which reghould come into force either on the date specified in a notice
property is handled in recognition of this issue. This bill isin the Gazette or, otherwise, two months after the date of

another example of that process of fine tuning the law t@ublication in theGazette. That clause was amended in the
assist in levelling the playing field. council so that a scheme would not commence until the time
Caveat emptor is the other key principle which we addrest move a motion for disallowance had elapsed and either no
in the Democrat bill. Itis all very well to say, ‘Let the buyer such motion had been moved or any such motion had been
beware,’ or insist that it is the buyer’s responsibility to paydisposed of by vote. The government did not agree with that
for these building inspections, but we are confronted with th@mendment, but the council amended the bill accordingly.
harsh reality of today’s real estate market. Buyers do not haveince then, | am pleased to say that discussions have resulted
unlimited resources and will not continue to pay for inspecin agreement to remove the amendment previously added and
tions for ever. Once they reach this state of buyer fatigugievert to the form of the clause as introduced into this place.
they become a target for sharp practices. The Democrats ddénove:
not condone the idea that it is appropriate to rely on weakness Page 7—

to maximise the sale price of a house. No matter how much Line 28—After ‘commences’ leave out ‘as follows’
someone insists that it is the buyer’s responsibility, we will Lines 29 to 36—Leave out paragraphs (a) and (b) and
argue that the real world should know better. An inspection '”S?g)_on such dav after the date of its publication as ma
should be made once and then the report should be available be speciﬁe)& by the minister Ey notice in they
to all interested parties. If people are unwilling to buy with Gagzette; or

adequate knowledge of a property’s flaws, that is an indica- (b) if no such day is specified—2 months after the
tion that the price is too high. date of its publication.

As | have indicated, we are in discussion with the Real TheHon. R.D. LAWSON: |indicate the Liberal Party’s
Estate Institute. We do not claim that the bill in its currentsupport for the amendments. | remind the committee that
form is necessarily the perfect drafting of it. However, it is clause 14 of this bill will continue to provide that a scheme
being introduced into this council for debate, and amendunder this act will be subject to the Subordinate Legislation
ments will certainly be looked at openly by the DemocratsAct as if it were a regulation. Accordingly, schemes will still
with the hope of evolving the most effective system. The ondoe disallowable instruments—an important measure of
point which | think ought to be stressed and which | have noparliamentary scrutiny and protection. In moving the
mentioned to date is that, although the original cost of themendment to clause 15 of the bill on a previous occasion,
building inspection would rest with the vendor, intendingand in being supported in that motion by all of the non-
purchasers would be expected to pay what | would describgovernment members of the council, we believed that as with
as a nominal fee ($25 in the bill) so that, in cases wher¢he Recreational Services Bill, which is also related to the so-
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called Ipp reforms, better parliamentary scrutiny arises itvery Tom, Dick and Harry can be capped: trade unions, professional
parliament has an opportunity to disallow an instrumengroups and trade associations. Just about no organisation—
before it comes into operation. We believe that great uncemand he was talking about the Victorian scheme at that stage—
tainty would be created if a scheme under this act came into _ |l be liable for damages above the cap, which the organisations
operation and, as well could be the case, was disallowed aftéremselves will set in a one-size-fits-all sweepThe economic

it came into operation. consequences of this should not be underestimated. To start with, the

: : . .anti-competitive potential is boggling. Professional and union
In moving the amendment we were motivated loyadeSIrgssociations, which are primary member cartels, are given the

to have stronger parliamentary scrutiny and to provide to thgjs|ative imprimatur to enter into legalised conspiracies against
professional organisations, and the community generallyonsumers. Not only that, but the risk for transactions will shift from
greater certainty so as to remove the uncertainty that woulte service providers onto consumers. The risk in every-day business
undoubtedly arise if schemes come into operation and afansactions thereby moves from those best able to manage it to those

subsequently disallowed. Notwithstanding the fact that wéﬁfégr?;?d‘grg“bal; ?gses'e'\rl,ztd(_)nly that, but the incentives for prudence

were motivated by a desire for a better system, a number (?fam a member of the Law Society of South Australia and |

rofessional organisations took a slightly different view. ; . o ;
EI)'hey pointed OL?t that no other state hgs s{Jch a mechanis@m Ve disappointed with its approach. | think they should

Recently they pointed out that all other states have no ave stood upfor basic principles in terms of common !aw
passed legislation. They seek uniformity and certainty, an ensure that ifa person has made a mistake, been negligent,

L reached their duty of care or their contractual duties to a
they also seek an early commencement of this bill. consumer, that they pay full tote odds in damages. Mr

On one view of the matter, it might be said that they haveAckIand goes onto say:

put uniformity ahead of perfection. We were motivated by a . i ) .
desire to improve the scheme, but the professional organiSf}{e;%‘g:s"‘gl‘lc"sﬁagi‘ﬁ;rﬁ)”cckida%agggnﬁrgg r‘;lvu'tug? epr:]ebdrgzgéeed on
tions have strongly lobbied the government as well as thgsyrance companies will be having a great giggle [about this
opposition and other members of this place. Organisationggislation].
such as Professions Australia, Engineers Australia, thepote the member for Enfield was talking about insurance
Institute of Chartered Accountants of Australia and othersgrangements with respect to the Ipp bill in the other place the
including the Law Society and the Law Council, havegther day, and I think this is part of the same flavour. This is
suggested that it would be better to adhere to what is in effegf etrograde move for consumers. We will rue the day, once
the national scheme. Itis with some reluctance that we hav@s national so-called professional standards legislation is
acceded to that request because, as | mentioned, we be“eV;%’ssed, because it will mean a diminution in professional
that it was in the interests of those organisations that thgiangards. | acknowledge that the Liberal Party at least has
mechanism that we put in place should prevail. Howeverggonised and been concerned about this, but it appears the
they do not want it. They want a uniform system which canjitje people, the consumers, have missed out, yet again.
come into operation reasonably quickly, so in those circum-  The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: First, | have a guestion and
stances the opposition has decided to agree to support tfigan | will make a comment in relation to this matter. My
government's original proposal. . ) question is: does the government intend to use section 10AA
TheHon. IAN GILFILLAN: lam very disappointedto  gat all in relation to the promulgation of this scheme?
hear that this is the end result of the opposition’s manoeuv- TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: The government has not
ring through this particular track. We were convincingly heen asked to consider that issue. | presume, if it is approach-
persuaded that the argument originally put up with thesq on that basis, it would do as it does now; that is, consider
amendment was sound and sensible. We resisted this sortipbn its merits. It is really a hypothetical question. These
bludgeoning from the professional interests, those wh@chemes, after all, are subject to public consultation in their
wanted a more comfortable life, the way they would see itqyite lengthy development. The work involved in the early

Certainly, this is not the occasion to rehash all that debatgnes have been in place for a couple of years. Clause 9 of the
because it is ifHansard, but suffice it to say that | am not griginal bill provides:

Convmc_ed that there is adeq_uate persuasive power from the Before approving a scheme, the council must publish a notice in
deputations from the professional organisations that the HoR. daily newspaper circulating throughout the state—
Robert Lawson has cited to change our mind. We believe that (a) explaining the nature and significance of the scheme; and. . .
the original amendment and initiative moved by the opposi- (¢) inviting comments and submissions within a specified time,
tion was sound, properly based on the principle of implement- but not less than 28 days after publication of the notice.
ing the aims of the legislation most effectively and fairly. It Already, as the deputy leader himself pointed out, there are
is our intention to oppose the amendment. already procedures for the consideration of these matters. Of
TheHon. NICK XENOPHON: | share the Hon. course, they can be subsequently disallowed if parliament
Mr Gilfillan’s disappointment with what has occurred. At Sees fit. As I indicated during the lengthy debate last session,
least the opposition has acknowledged its reluctance aritiis not envisaged by the government that the nature of these
concerns about this legislation, but, clearly, the professiondichemes is such that it is likely they would be subject to
associations have had their way. | believe that is to thélisallowance. It would be most unusual to have a situation
detriment of consumers. | will refer’ again, to an artic|eWhere par”amentWOUld want to disallow a scheme. Obvious-
written by Richard Ackland iThe Sydney Morning Herald Iy, we are happy to have the provision there but, if it is
of 21 November 2003, headed, ‘One-size plan still squeezé¥orking as it should do, there should be little need to
the little people’. Mr Ackland referred to this very legislation, disallow it.
this national scheme (as it was then being hashed towards the The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: | wholeheartedly endorse the
end of last year). With a note of sarcasm, the article statesatters raised by the Hon. Robert Lawson and | have a great
The beautiful thing about these arrangements is that they a eal of sympathy for and understand the disappointment of

devised by the professional associations themselves and registerfét® Hons lan Gilfillan and Nick Xenophon. The Liberal Party
with a Professional Standards Council The liability of justabout ~ was placed in this position. We were correct and we still say
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that we would be correct if we insisted on our position as anterests. | would have thought that what is most in
matter of principle, but a great deal of pressure was brougltonsumers’ interests is that we do have this bill come into
to bear, and when we were told by this Attorney-General—force and these schemes come into play so that the profes-
and | suspect he rounded up these letters—that evesions that have these schemes are properly covered by public
professional organisation did not want the protection of thdiability insurance, have risk management practices, and so
Liberal amendment, then we were forced into a difficulton. Is it notin consumers’ interests that as many schemes as
political situation. possible come into effect so that the professions or people

As a longer-standing member of the Legislative Reviewcovered by those schemes do have all the requisite measures
Committee, which will be charged with the review of thesesuch as public liability insurance and good risk management
regulations—and | am speaking for myself and not for thepractices? That is in consumers’ interests. The whole purpose
Liberal Party—can | say that if the government seeks to usef this bill is to try to improve consumers’ interests and | do
section 10AA, a section that the minister has signed offiot understand how, through rejecting this particular proposi-
himself on every single regulation he has brought to theion, one could conceivably argue that it is in any way in
Legislative Review Committee, then | will have no compunc-consumers’ interests.
tion, if there seems to be any doubt whatsoever, in supporting The Hon. NICK XENOPHON: | take issue with what
a disallowance motion. the honourable minister has said. This will go against

| think the Attorney-General needs to understand that tonsumers’ interests because | believe that the professional
will not—and | suspect that the Hon. lan Gilfillan will be associations will act in respect of their own vested interests
with me on this—countenance any use of section 10AA irto ensure that damages are capped, that liability is limited and
relation to these schemes, because the public consultatitimat their exposure to claims for damages will be inevitably
process should include a consultation process with thimited with such schemes. To say that in some way that does
parliament. The second point is that | think the professionahot go against the interests of consumers is something that |
associations, given the attitude they have taken on this, neaimply do not accept. | have said my piece, but let us wait and
to understand that we as members of parliament will alwaysee how this works. Will there be any audit of this scheme or
retain the right to supervise the legislative process. Often wiés impact on consumers on a regular basis? | think there is
are confronted with regulations that have been in force for some mechanism there, but just how extensive will that be?
period of time and there may be some balancing issues to be Will there be an audit or survey of consumers to determine
taken into account but, having regard to the fact that a schenwhether there have been instances of consumers who have
might have been in place for a period of time, we choose nahissed out, where damages, for instance, have been capped
to make a recommendation to disallow. as a result of the negligence of lawyers or accountants, and

| for one, as a member of that committee, will not take thatvhether that has caused hardship to consumers?
into account at all. If the professional associations want the TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: We are really going over
legislation in the form in which the government presented itmany of the things we did in this debate some months ago,
then the risk that they take in going down that path will bebut | can understand why people might have forgotten some
that a scheme will come into effect and subsequently thef it because | certainly had. | remind the committee that
parliament will disallow it. | have to say that that will cause these schemes have a life of five years, when they expire
more uncertainty in the promulgation of these schemes thasutomatically. So, they have to be reviewed anyway.
if our amendment had been adopted. But if the Attorney and The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting:
the professional associations want it that way, so be it. I for The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: We are trying to achieve a
one—and | am sure that the Hon. lan Gilfillan will agree withyniform scheme and do something for consumers on a
me—uwill not countenance any argument from any profesnational level. Sometimes you make compromises, and that
sional association that this is in force, in existence andis life. | point out that clause 58(1) and (2) provide:

therefore, we should not be disallowing it. , (1) The Minister must cause a review of this Act to be undertak-
I am sure the Hon. lan Gilfillan will agree with me, en to determine whether the policy objectives of this Act
although I have not talked to him about this, and if that gives remain valid and whether the terms of this Act remain

the Hon. Nick Xenophon any solace | hope it goes some way __appropriate for securing those objectives. .
towards ameliorating what | believe is a scheme that will (2) The review is to be undertaken as soon as possible after the

: . ) eriod of 5 years from the commencement of the Act.
cause more uncertainty to these professional bodies than that P Y i . .
which would have prevailed if our amendment had beerpOth the act and the scheme will be reviewed after five years.
accepted. Amendments carried; clause as amended passed.

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: Since section 10AA is not Title passed. )
mentioned here, | am not sure that it would apply. | would  Bill reported with amendments; committee’s report
have thought that under clause 15, if the minister decides tddopted. o
gazette the scheme—and the minister himself has to be Bill read a third time and passed.
satisfied, if it is put to the minister after this public consulta-
tion process that | outlined in clause 9—then clause 14 WORKPLACE PRIVACY BILL
applies, and | am not quite sure whether the situation referred
to by the Hon. Angus Redford could actually eventuate
Regardless of that, let us not spend too much time on this.
is not the government’s wish that we have in place schem St time
tha&%ﬁéﬁ‘?&%?@?““mers interests. The Hon. IAN GILFILLAN: | move:

The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: | must take exceptiontothe ~ Thatthis bill be now read a second time.
comments of the Hon. Nick Xenophon. Itis just nonsense té\s members are aware, the Democrats and | have an interest
suggest that this is in some way acting against consumersi modern technology and, more recently, have been develop-

TheHon. IAN GILFILLAN obtained leave and intro-
'Huced a bill for an act to regulate covert surveillance of
ployees in the workplace; and for other purposes. Read a
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ing an eye for issues that have arisen as technology becomation before final attention to the bill. | would like to make
more affordable and accessible to the world at large. We ar@lot of observations in my second reading contribution to the
keen observers of social trends and, in this case, a mix afebate, so | seek leave to conclude my remarks later.
social trends, technology and how they impact people in the Leave granted; debate adjourned.

workplace. The trend that has caught my attention is the

situation where people work longer hours (usually unpaid), HOMEBUYERS SEMINARS

when their working life has expanded to exclude most . )

opportunities for a social life, making even the day-to-day Order of the Day, Private Business, No.1: Hon.
activities of running a household nigh on impossible. J.M. Gazzola to move:

As this trend to longer hours has increased, technology toALhat thg regulfgion_s under thg Lanc15 igentstﬁéfg 014?94 ;?ngemim;l
monitor people in the workplace has also improved apac Omebuyers seminars, made on > August 2J04 and laid on the
with the result that monitoring technologies are now chea[fable of this council on 15 Septemb?r_zom’ be disallowed.
robust and easy to install. Therefore, the two trends converge, TheHon. P.HOLLOWAY (Minister for Industry and
and employees are trapped in the pincers thus formed. Now ade): | move:
it is routine to expect people to be chained to their desk, and That this order of the day be discharged.
it is simple to monitor their email, internet usage and Motion carried.
telephone calls and even to install video surveillance of work
areas. In our opinion, this is not good. If we believe that a AUDITOR-GENERAL'SREPORT
social contract is formed between an employer and an
employee, and recognise that people are working extended Adjourned debate on motion of Hon. R.I. Lucas:
hours that impact on their life in a negative way, we must also 1. Thata select committee be appointed to investigate and report
recognise that employees need reasonable leeway to malgon issues relating to unlawful practices raised by the Auditor-

. ; it i<General in his 2004 Annual Report and, in particular, all issues
some personal use of their time and office facilities in this lated to the operation of the Crown Solicitor’s Trust Account and

. ; ; I

environment. Itis a poor manager who does not realise thfﬂﬁe $5 million ‘interagency loan’ between the Department for
emails are cheaper than telephone calls and that interngtiministrative and Information Services and the Department for
banking is more efficient than an employee wandering dowiWater, Land and Biodiversity Conservation and all other related
the street to stand in a queue. With this in mind, and since waatters.

. . . 2. That standing order 389 be so far suspended as to enable the
expect people to do these things during work time Orbhairperson of the committee to have a deliberative vote only.

occasions, it is absolutely inappropriate to monitor their use 3. That this council permits the select committee to authorise the
of email and the internet. disclosure or publication, as it sees fit, of any evidence or documents

Let us consider the use of video surveillance in thePresented to the committee prior to such evidence being reported to
s ; e council.
workplace and how easy itis to install cameras ev_erywher@ 4. Standing order 396 be suspended to enable strangers to be
and peer down the necks of all employees. It will be No;gmitted when the select committee is examining witnesses unless
surprise to members that video surveillance equipment hase committee otherwise resolves, but they shall be excluded when
been used to spy on employees and visitors for the purpoge committee is deliberating. )
of titillation. Fortunately, this is rare. However, | particularly __T0 Which the Hon. S. M. Kanck has moved the following
) : L amendments—

call members’ attention to the fact that this bill does notallow ™" paragraph | —
for monitoring employees in change rooms, toilet facilities,  Insert ‘allegedly’ before ‘unlawful practices’.
or showers, under any circumstances. A more pressing After ‘in particular, insert‘(a).
concern is the ever present scrutiny of video cameras around {A(*g)ecvr';;’%gﬁ'ﬁg'E)’re;ggé’ecso\{l‘greg\i’ﬁt]lggt L”rﬁg&}ul_
the .Workplace and its eﬁeCt on employees. This constant (c) the extent to which these practices have been used in other
spying would be oppressive and, as a result, everyone woufskpartments;
be diminished—both the watchers and the watched. As an (d) issues of natural justice surrounding the treatment of Ms Kate
aside, | suggest that this is the unintended consequence of thennon;

Big Brother television show, where all participants, including eégl)in\ggy agencies were unable to meet statutory reporting

the viewers, are diminished by the unbridled prurience of ™) syggestions as to how the management of unspent funds
constant prying and spying. should be approached in the future;

Going to the heart of this bill, the Democrats believe that  (9)'.
itis not appropriate to monitor employees’ conversations and (Continued from 27 October. Page 362.)
their interaction with the world at large. If an employer, or
supervisor, believes that an employee is not working TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Industry and
effectively, surveillance is not the answer. This bill severelyTrade): | rise to speak on this motion. It would be nice if
curtails the deployment and use of covert surveillance ofational argument had some place in the debate on today’s
employees. motion, but rational arguments are not what this motion is

If surveillance of employees is to be done, it can only beabout. Issues of public administration and financial manage-
done in two cases: either employees have been notified thatent are also not what this motion is about. It was the second
surveillance will take place and this has been agreed to by theentence uttered by the Hon. Rob Lucas when speaking on
employees or, where management believes unlawful activitieis motion where he made clear his real motives. He said: ‘It
are taking place, a covert surveillance authority may bevill also potentially significantly impact on the careers of
obtained to allow limited surveillance for a fixed period, with some senior public servants and, in my view, on the careers
stringent conditions attached. The bill also creates newf some ministers.’ Later in his speech he put it even more
offences related to covert surveillance, both for unlawfullybluntly: ‘I also believe that, if all the information is revealed,
conducting covert surveillance and for misusing informatiorat least one minister in my view will either have to resign or
obtained through surveillance, legally or not. This is abe sacked as a result of the work that this particular inquiry
complex topic and one that deserves considerable considemill need to undertake.
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An honourable member: Hear, hear! Leader of the Opposition in relation to aspects of the ETSA
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: The reality, confirmed by sale.
members opposite, is that this motion for a select committee It is usual for the Auditor-General’s Report to be exam-
is not about public administration or financial managementined by the Economic and Finance Committee. Indeed, |
The proposed select committee is about the Hon. Rob Lucd¥lieve that | am the only member in this place who has been
drumming up a lynch mob to attack the Attorney-General inra member of the Economic and Finance Committee. In fact,
particular and other ministers. That is what this is about. |was one of its founding members, | understand. | remember
The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting: that, at the very first meeting after the Auditor-General’'s
The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: | hope those comments— Report was released, the Auditor-General appeared before the
‘blessed memory’ and ‘dead man walking—go on theEconomic and Finance Committee to be examined on his

record, because again they confirm the very point that | hakPOrt. Indeed, this has already been done this year. In
made that rational argument has nothing to do with thisre_lanon to the Al_Jdltor-GeneraIs Report, the Economic and
motion. Finance Committee has had the Auditor-General appear

S before it.
Members interjecting: ) . ) .
The Hon. P. HOL L OWAY: We have been delivering it. Notwithstanding some of the pathetic bleatings of the new

; . pretender to leadership within the Liberal Party, apparently
In fact, we have made a hqge 'number of rgforms in thi here were several members of the Economic and Finance
government; we are delivering it. In fact, this debate ha

- - : L ommittee who were late to the committee for various
nothing to do with anything other than pure political pur- .
poses. The Hon. Rob Lucas tried to pretend there was reasons. They then went to the paper bleating that there had

" . 1 Peen an ambush. In my view, laziness and not being at a
legitimate purpose to his lynch mob. He said:.' the debate meeting on time—

on this motion (and | would hope therefore eventually the S
work of this select committee) will cover some very signifi- An honourable member mten ecting: .
cant and critical issues in relation to public administration and, 1 "€ Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: The honourable member is

financial management in South Australia. This parliamencgefending their actions. Does the honourable member know

has passed legislation that establishes the bodies and officd@V much members are paid to go on these committees? It

dealing with those very issues. They are the Auditor-GeneralS 10 Per cent. It works out to something like $400 or $500
which has been established by the parliament, and the HouB§" Meeting, yet these two lazy and incompetent Liberal
of Assembly’s Economic and Finance Committee. members did not turn up, and they then went off bleating to

try to turn this into an issue. The public of South Australia

First, let us consider the role of the Auditor-General. The hould throw them out for their laziness and incompetence for
Public Finance and Audit Act 1987 creates the very importan? P

office of Auditor-General to audit the accounts of all hot turning up. They are paid good money; and they are

government departments and to report to the parliament. l_%etting significant amounts of money under false pretences.

is independent, in that he is not subject to direction by any Membersinterjecting: .
person as to how he is to exercise his powers and carry out 1 heHon. P.HOLL OWAY: He was the one who turned

his functions. The Auditor-General has informed the parliaUP &t the committee. What about the other one? It sometimes

ment that the accounts of the Department of Justice for thE'€ans— o
year ended June 2004 were not presented as part of his report The Hon. R1. Lucas interjecting:
to parliament, and he has explained why in his opinion certain  The Hon. P.HOLLOWAY: Well, if meetings are
transactions were irregular. These were brought to thécheduled—
Auditor-General’s attention by the new chief executive ofthe TheHon. R.I. Lucas: It wasn’t on the agenda.
department, who was appointed in June 2004. The Auditor- TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: Well, as | said, when | was
General still has work to do to complete his audit of thethere at the first meeting of the Economic and Finance
department’s accounts. Committee—

The Auditor-General has extensive statutory powers to TheHon. Rl. Lucas interjecting:
examine matters related to the accounts in question. He can TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: Well, | did not miss too
summons and require the attendance of any person. He carany. | do not think | did in the time that | was on the
require them to take an oath or affirmation to answer alcommittee. | would always apologise. As | understand it,
questions truthfully and examine them on oath or affirmationthere were no apologies for this meeting, and | am advised
He can compel a person who has access to information that the chair waited a considerable amount of time after the
provide it. He can require the production of any relevantstarting time for members of the party opposite to arrive, and
accounts and other documents. He can enter any building oow they are bleating—
premises and inspect any relevant things. His powers are TheHon. R.l. Lucas: No; | don't think so.
greater than those of a select committee of this chamber. It TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: | do think so. It is true. |
is expected that his report when it is completed will behope that, when the Leader of the Opposition finds out the
thorough and objective and free of political influence or biastruth, he will apologise for misleading the council. A select

I am proud to be able to say that members on this side afommittee of this place is unlikely to be able to add anything
the chamber throughout my time as a member of this placef value to the work already done by the Auditor-General,
have been most supportive and appreciative of the role of th@ho has the powers that | have just outlined. The Economic
Auditor-General but, alas, that same respect for the role adind Finance Committee is regarded by many members of
Auditor-General has not been consistently displayed byarliament as the most important and powerful of the
members opposite. One only has to draw honourablstanding committees. Indeed, the Hon. lain Evans from
members’ attention to the Motorola and Hindmarsh Islandanother place said, on 4 December 2002, when he introduced
inquiries in particular, although of course there are othehis parliamentary committees function of the Economic and
examples, particularly involving some comments made by th&inance Committee Amendment Bill 2002:



Wednesday 10 November 2004 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 499

Itis clear that parliament's Economic and Finance Committee hafinancial year balance for the Crown Solicitor's Trust
always been seen as a committee that has had the broadest briefaltcount is not a particularly valuable measure of anything
Ecgﬁg”ﬁgg'gdll‘:?ﬁ;"rz‘c e""'ctg'nq nt]ﬂfe e‘fo”'dors as the all-powerful pocqy g, obviously, there are enormous fluctuations on a

i o . . weekly basis. They vary on a weekly basis in the amounts
That is what it is known as, and that is what the Hon. laing|q in that account; so why does the balance between two
Evans, the person who was— days, a year apart, have any significance when, in fact, they

The Hon. RI. Lucasinterjecting: o can have enormous variations just a week apart? That is the

TheHon. P.HOLLOWAY: Of course it is, if your nature of the Crown Solicitor's Trust Account. It is an
members do not turn up. lain Evans said that, but he wagccount that is meant to often hold large amounts of money
made a pussy cat because he did not bother to turn up. #r short periods of time. If the Hon. Rob Lucas was as
members do not bother to turn up at the committee, then Kssiduous a treasurer as he would have us believe, he would
will not be particularly powerful. It is a waste of time and pe aware of that fact.
resources to have two different committees inquiring into the | light of these facts, there are only two options: either

same matter. Further, differing and perhaps conflicting,o | eader of the Opposition in this place is not being entirely

g(}(rjlngs ang trecomtrﬂerr]]datmns A?OUI‘.jt crelegeb 'mra?tablgincere when he says that an attorney-general and a treasurer
iierences between the houses. AISo, twould beé contusIng, 4 pe derelict in their duty if they did not inquire further

to the Auditor-General, the government, the Public Servicg,, t gy ch fluctuations, or he himself failed in his duty as
and the public generally, and embarrassing to the departmefif. o g rer. What the Hon. Rob Lucas is implying is that, had
and possibly cause a loss of public confidence in the compey, o, jnquiries been made by the Attorney-General or the
tence of parliament and the members of the two Cor“m'tteegf'reasurer, this mischief would have been identified and
I turn now to the Attorney-General. The Leader of the, g4 eq earlier. There is absolutely no evidence to suggest
bOpposmonhhas been “mlf".“g 2 spurious argumer?tdthaﬁqat; in fact, all the evidence suggests the opposite.
ecause the Crown Solicitor's Trust Account ha The Hon. Rob Lucas is missing the wood for the trees.

$12 million balance at one stage, the Attorney should hav et’'s not forget what the real issue is here. As the Auditor-

known that something was wrong. On 19 October, the HonG neral n 688 of his report-
Rob Lucas said on radio: eneral says on page ot his report.

| have got to say that I think Michael Atkinson should have . 1€ intended effect of the provision of this misleading informa-
known, if he didn’t know, well then he ought to be the subject of 10N Was to remove a significant component of the department's
criticism. . . we are talking about in the Crown Solicitor's Trust financial activity from established controls over departmental
Account, we've done an investigation, in the last year of the Liberafunding and expenditure.
government, just on three years ago, there was about just ovgR the opposition’s enthusiasm to make political capital, it is
$2 million in the Crown Solicitor’s Trust Account. . . that has grown totally confusing the responsibility of ministers, chief

steadily to $12 million. . . so we've a lazy $10 million that has grown . ; X .
in that particular account. executives and public servants. In trying to impeach the

In 1994-95, the end of the financial year balance of th&@mpetence of a minister, the opposition is completely
account was $7.77 million. Over the course of the next fivé2SCVing a public servant of dishonesty.
financial years of the Brown and then Olsen state Liberal Itis worth reminding those opposite of how our system of
governments, that balance fell to $0.89 million; that s, in thedovernment works, including the responsibility of ministers
1999-2000 financial year. In the next two financial years, i@hd chief executives. The fundamental role of the Public
increased by around $5 million. The Hon. Rob Lucas waservice is to carry out the functions of government on behalf
treasurer from 20 October 1997 until March 2002, so we ha@f the government of the day and to help the government
this big fluctuation in balances. Did the Hon. Rob LucasCarry outits stated policies. This government made a policy
query that? decision about carryovers, al_'ld that policy decision was m_ade
TheHon. Caroline Schaefer: Did he know about it? law by Treasurer’'s Instruction No. 19. We expect senior

The Hon. P. HOLL OWAY: Obviously not. The point is pub_lic serva'm.ts—indeed,' all public servants—to abide by
that the sort of movement in the account that the Hon. Ro@Pinet decisions and to implement them.
Lucas suggests would have attracted his attention as treasurer, The Hon. Rob Lucas has illustrated in the last three days
and the previous attorney’s attention, did occur under himhow he is prepared to play fast and loose in order to keep his
Investigations within the Attorney-General’'s Departmentcampaign against the Attorney bubbling along. On Sunday,
have indicated that they have no record of any inquiry by thée was pitching the line to journalists that he had been
Hon. Rob Lucas when he was treasurer about fluctuations fi¢gleased a document under freedom of information that
the Crown Solicitor’s Trust Account. So there we have it.contradicted the public statements of the Attorney about his
There is no record of any inquiry by the then treasurer aboutnowledge of departmental carryovers. The truth of the
fluctuations in the Crown Solicitor’s Trust Account. They matter is that the document to which the Hon. Rob Lucas
were fluctuating under him, and | have given the figures, anéeferred was produced in 2002, which was before there was
there is no record of him inquiring about them, and yet heany unlawful activity involving the Crown Solicitor’s Trust
went on radio and said that, because there were variations fccount.
the account, the Attorney should have known. If my memory serves me correctly, all ministerial briefing

The nature of the Crown Solicitor’s Trust Account, whendocuments were given to the opposition after a freedom of
used lawfully, is that moneys which are held for the benefiinformation application sometime in late 2002—I well recall
of third parties are deposited there until they are transferrethat. However, that did not stop the Leader of the Opposition
to those third parties. Moneys for such things as langretending to journalists that he had come across something.
transactions are held there. There is nothing unusual ibnfortunately, one poor journalist took the Hon. Rob Lucas’s
legitimate Crown Solicitor's Trust Account balances deception at face value, a mistake | doubt he will ever make
fluctuating, depending on the transactions and litigation iragain—and it is a mistake we should not be led into making,
which the government is engaged. By the way, the end of theither.
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Something important has happened in relation to thisight to natural justice and to be heard.’ | can agree with the
matter during the last three days. This morning, the Economitlon. Sandra Kanck’s motives, but | think they are premised
and Finance Committee heard from the new Chief Executiven the wrong factual basis and upon a misunderstanding
of the Department of Justice and his officers. | would haveabout how and when natural justice should be served.
thought it appropriate that honourable members read that There are well-established rules and procedures governing
Hansard before deciding that any intervention by this disciplinary proceedings against any employee from the most
chamber is necessary. | address this comment specifically fanior trainee up to and including the Chief Executive Officer
the Hon. Sandra Kanck and the Democrats, who | believef BHP. One of the most important principles is that every
come to this matter with a great deal more sincerity than thaserson has the right to hear and respond to any charges
being exhibited by those opposite. | would say: do not bdevelled against them. That is natural justice. The most
rushed into making a judgment on this matter. | urgedefinitive legal formulation of that principle—that is, what
honourable members to give themselves the opportunity teonstitutes natural justice—is contained in the case of Kioa
read thaHansard and then decide whether this matter is besi West which is contained in Vol. 159 of the Commonwealth
left to the Auditor-General. As members would recall, thel aw Reports at page 550. Justice Mason, who later served as
Auditor-General is still to complete his inquiry, and the Chief Justice of the High Court, on page 582 stated:
Economic and Finance Committee is well progressed in itS ¢ js 4 fundamental rule of the common law doctrine of natural
inquiry. justice expressed in traditional terms that, generally speaking, when

Members interjecting: an order is to be made which will deprive a person of some right or

The Hon. P. HOLL OWAY: There has been no evidence interest or the legitimate expectation of a benefit, he is entitled to
b ’ know the case sought to be made against him and to be given an

of anything being prevented. opportunity of replying to it. The reference to ‘right or interest’ in
Members interjecting: this formulation must be understood as relating to personal liberty,

TheACTING PRESIDENT (Hon. G.E. Gago): Order!  status, preservation of livelihood or reputation, as well as proprietary
TheHon. P. HOLL OWAY: The fact is that the commit-  1ights and interests.
tee is progressing at the moment. It is for that reason thatThe Auditor-General, as part of his inquiry, interviewed Kate
appeal to members of the council to consider their positioennon and put matters to her. | understand from his report

before making any decision on this matter. at page 688 that he also gave her the opportunity to respond
TheHon. A.J. Redford: Why would we trust a sneaky to his conclusions about her actions. She took up that
little committee like that? opportunity. When the Auditor-General appeared before the

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: ‘A sneaky little committee’. Economic and Finance Committee, he elaborated on his
Apart from being against the standing orders of the parliaprocesses and stated:
ment, that really is an offensive comment. Is it any wonder e prepared a draft—which is the comment in Part B of our
that members of the Legislative Council are held in such loweport—which was made available to the relevant parties to confirm

esteem by members in another p|ace when members mai&e accuracy of the facts and to allow them the opportunity to make
comments like that any other comment they saw fit. In fact, both Ms Lennon and Mr

. , Walter made representations to usFrom there it progressed to us
TheHon. A.J. Redford: Can't take the lash. confirming our views and publishing what we have in our report.

TheHon. P.HOLLOWAY: Well, you are in this . .
chamber. That’s all right; in this chamber we are allowed t({%oaih;taﬁ?é?t’%gl é%:?\e dheovri\?/(laii Lgfnﬂg?ljr%ﬁ aﬂggg: e.:%etfk?;t
abuse our own. We sometimes even apologise for it if we get . ’ - pr Justice. 1o
point, what we have is a series of adverse findings against a

carried away. | do not think itis helpful to anyone to makevery senior public servant. These were very serious allega-
that sort of comment about a committee in another house. . -~ = 0 P i e oo S e

TheHon. A.J. Redford: Well, it was sneaky, wasn't it?

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: How was it sneaky? It was The Chief Executive of the department and the manager of
L ’ : usiness and Financial Services prepared and certified departmental

notsneaky.at a}ll. | refer.to the other issue, that is, the questiofhancial statements for the vear ended 30 June 2003, which
of natural justice. | said a moment ago that there is somgharacterised payments to the Crown Solicitor's accounts as
sincerity in the Democrats’ position, and | can understand thdéxpenses’ when no expense was incurred. The financial statements
the Hon. Sandra Kanck genuinely believes that one side der 2002-03 were not prepared in accordance with generally accepted

- : ccounting principles in that expenses were overstated and cash
the story has not been told. As | understand it, that is he?eflecting funds deposited in the Crown Solicitor’s Trust Account

principal reason for supporting the establishment of a selegfas understated. The intended effect of the provision of this
committee. She said that such a committee would give thoseisleading information was to remove a significant component of

she describes as ‘scapegoats’ the opportunity to tell thethe department’s financial activity from established controls over

i i . departmental funding and expenditure. It allowed the department to
story. The Hon. Rob Lucas said |n'h|s spgech. o _retain funds. . and to reallocate those funds at the discretion of the
The Rann government strategy, in relation to this issue irdepartment.

particular, is to scapegoat one former senior public servant— . . . .
With such serious allegations, the appropriate next step would
TheHon. A.J. Redford: Absolutely spot on. be for the employer of that public servant to ask that person
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: The Hon. Angus Redford for an explanation and to give them an opportunity to put
says that is absolutely spot on. The leader went on 0 say:ihejr side of the story. That is exactly what happened. Ms

All the sins of the government and its administration would _ennon chose to resign instead of providing that response.
appear to have been visited on this one particular public servant. Thgp, o resigned—

in doctors have been spinning a: ickly as they can. .
SP! s nav Spinning as quickly as they TheHon. J.M.A. Lensink: She was pushed very hard.

At which point the Hon. Sandra Kanck interjected and said: The Hon. P. HOLL OWAY: She was pushed very hard?
The strategy is to kick a public servant, isn't it? How did we push her? How was she pushed very hard? You
The Hon. Sandra Kanck said on radio that the purpose of thisave the Auditor-General’s Report which makes those serious
committee is ‘to ensure that Kate Lennon gets to effectivelyallegations and, as | have just indicated, she was afforded
have her day in court, and | think that Kate Lennon has thahatural justice before the Auditor-General. The Auditor-



Wednesday 10 November 2004 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 501

General brings a report into this parliament. What are we The whole idea is to bash, criticise, abuse, muddy people’s
supposed to do? We have allegations of the most seriotigputations and score political points for the Labor Party to the

; ; ; ; detriment of this parliament and at the expense of its integrity, as
kind, in effect, 'F‘form"?‘t'on that the accounts of the wfell as the integrity of the Economic and Finance Committee.
government are misleading. What are we supposed to do? |

we had done nothing, members opposite would have said thaf'at was the comment of the member for Waite just before
the government sat on its hands and did nothing. the last election in relation to the Economic and Finance

Committee. The Economic and Finance Committee has
Iready begun an investigation and heard evidence from the
uditor-General.

We gave that chief executive the opportunity of making
an explanation, but Ms Lennon chose to resign instead
providing that response. What would members opposite ha S
said if we had not asked her to give that response? The w}e HHon. @JH%?ffgngije&'q?f b it
silence is deafening. She resigned before she was prepared ' € 1on- = - WEIL, It memDbers opposite

to give her reasons to government as to why she should nEfant to bring the Auditor-General back to the Economic and
be dismissed or otherwise disciplined; so, the only persoh'"a"c€ Committee they have the opportunity to do so. If any

who has been instrumental in denying Kate Lennon natur ember of the ppposjtion or the Democrats belie\{es that the
justice—the opportunity for her to put her side of the Story_purpose of this is to give Kate Lennon the opportunity to have

has been Kate Lennon. Now the parliament has a propdfe’ S&: then, as | say, she has already been given the
interest in these matters but, if some honourable members agrortunity to appear before the most powerful committee of
simply concerned at ensuring that Ms Lennon and others ha rI|ame'nt. It is my understanding that, at least to date, she
an opportunity to put their views before a parliamentaryaS declined to do so. .

committee, they can do so without the help of this place, | think it is important to note that further evidence was

east until that inquiry is completed; certainly, at least until
members have had the opportunity to read that evidence
because it is absolutely pertinent to the matter being dis-

The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting: cussed. | seek leave to continue my remarks later.
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: | hope that the honourable Leave not granted.

member will listen to this, because it is important. My  thaHon P. HOLLOWAY: We have just seen a

understanding is that Ms Lennon ha; declined an .inVitatio'aiemonstration of what the Liberal Party is on about. This is
to appear before the Economic and Finance Commlttge 10 Pilia) politics; it is nothing whatsoever to do with considering
her side of the story. So, what exactly are we {rying Oys' matter. On a number of occasions, the Leader of the
achieve? If the purpose of it is to provide natural justice, sheyosition has sought leave to continue his remarks on
was given the opportunity to give evidence to the AUd'tor'motions when he has been using his time to attack the Labor
General during his investigation and, once the report camg o -nment. | have never once declined it. However. the
out giving adverse findings, the government appropriatelys , jer has now set this completely undemocratic precedent
gave her an opportunity to put her side of the story; but shge ro5ing my leave to respond. This motion was moved in
phose to resign. The government has “at“fa!"y bgen COOPerghi |ast sitting week. | have responded today, and | have put
Ing with the Economic and Finance Committee inquiry andypat | pelieve to be very good reasons why this matter should
this was— o be deferred. | have come here today and put the government's
The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting: point of view. But the Liberal opposition is completely
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: The honourable member is abusing political process.
laughing. This was acknowledged implicitly by the member what would one expect of members opposite? What
for Davenport in another place when he moved that thguould one expect of the Liberal Party which in its 50 years
Economic and Finance Committee inquire into this matterhas had a history of breaking every political convention from
I am sorry that the member for Davenport has now alloweglocking supply right through to the end of it. At least the
his judgment about what is best for the parliament and thgublic of South Australia now knows what the select
Economic and Finance Committee, as opposed to what is besgmmittee, if it is set up, will be about: it is about the Liberal
for the political lynch mob mentality of the Hon. Rob Lucas, Party’s trying to make political capital—
to be swayed by a fit of pique about what he mistakenly Membersinterjecting:

supposed to be an unprecedented appearance by the Auditor-The Hon. P. HOL L OWAY: But they will not succeed.
General before the Economic and Finance Committee. He The Hon. Carmel Zollo: Leadership aspirations!

committee already investigating it, which is the Economic
and Finance Committee.

says it was unprecedented. Well, sorry— TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: Yes, all sorts of reasons. At
The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting: the end of the day, in spite of their efforts, | do not believe it
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: | was a member of it. We will go anywhere. This is a complete beat-up about a matter
asked him after every budget. in the Auditor-General's Report.

Members interjecting: _ _

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: Rubbish! The opposition's | neHon. J. GAZZOLA: I move:
motives in moving for an inquiry from this place about these ~ That the debate be adjourned.
matters are best exposed in the words of the Liberal leader- The council divided on the motion:

ship aspirant the member for Waite in another place on AYES (5)

Wednesday 28 November 2001, just before the last election. Gago, G. E. Gazzola, J.
When commenting on calls from the then Labor opposition Holloway, P. (teller) Roberts, T. G.
for the employment conditions of the Olsen government’s Zollo, C.

ministerial staff to receive proper scrutiny, the member for NOES (14)

Waite said: Cameron, T. G. Evans, A. L.
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NOES (cont.) In particular, that is clearly implied in the terms of

Gilfillan, I. Kanck, S. M. reference, looking at the changes that have already been made
Lawson, R. D. Lensink, J. M. A, in relation to the carryover policy and the cash management
Lucas, R. I. (teller) Redford, A. J. policy within the government, so that existing policies and,
Reynolds, K. J. Ridgway, D. W. indeed, any future suggestions for policy changes can also be
Schaefer, C. V. Stefani, J. F. considered. | respond to a small number of points that the
Stephens, T. J. Xenophon, N. Leader of the Government has made. The Leader of the

PAIR Government has been seeking to put a position that the
Sneath, R. K. Dawkins, J. S. L. Economic and Finance Committee can be trusted to conduct

a fair and impartial inquiry in relation to this issue. It was the
opposition’s intention, by way of the original motion flagged

by the member for Davenport, to give the Economic and
Finance Committee the opportunity to pursue this issue. But,
as we have seen, there has been enormous controversy in the
fiandling by the government majority on that committee of

Majority of 9 for the noes.
Motion thus negatived.

comments made by the Leader of the Government on this.: ; PN
h : “this particular inquiry.
issue. | point out to the Leader of the Government that this P quiry

. . ber . di i bers’ It also comes on the back of enormous controversy as a
is a private member’s motion moved in private membersy g it of the government majority on that committee agreeing

) b h £ th " 10UCE three previous committee inquiries but, on each occasion,
was given by me, as the mover of the motion as a privalghen the government or the government members made a

N&ecision that it was likely to prove embarrassing to the

moving for a vote of the Legislative Council today. The 5 the inquiries into land tax and property tax collections in
Attorney-General was certainly aware of that from publiceq ;ih Australia. | refer to the payment of $64 million to a
Statements that | had made, and it was not any secret at % mber of gas and energy companies. There has been another
that the Liberal Party would be moving for a vote in thejnqiry in relation to resources in the Director of Public
Legislative Council today. B Prosecutions office. We have had a history with the Econom-
The issue in this chamber tradltlona”y has been tharc and Finance Committee where inquiries have been
private members govern the movement and pace of thelistablished but, as soon as the government has made a
particular motions. If a member comes in on one day angjecision or government members have made a decision that
demands a vote on the very same day, on most occasions thefs politically embarrassing, the inquiry has been closed
is not supported because it has not given the opposing partiggwn.
and individuals an opportunity to consider their position, and The opposition’s concern is that an inquiry might be
in some cases members do not want to proceed their motio@staplished on this particular issue in the Economic and
atany great pace. That has been the case in relation to solBfiance  Committee. However, because there are four
of the motions that individual members have moved, and jovernment members and only three opposition members, on
have been in that position myself on a number of occasiongny occasion when the government members decide that it is
In relation to the leader’s reference to a number of occasiongroving to be too embarrassing, they can move a motion—as
on which | have sought leave to conclude my remarks Oye have seen in relation to the appearance of the Auditor-
particular motions, if the Leader of the Government or,General at the last meeting, without it being on the agenda
indeed, a member of the opposition wants to deny me thgnd without notice to the opposition members—to close down
opportunity as the private member moving the motion to seel particular inquiry.
leave to conclude, that is their right. The government members can move motions to prevent
It would not be the normal convention. But nothing thencertain witnesses from being asked questions. It is obvious
prevents me as an individual member, as you would knowthat we will need to get to the bottom of this to get account
Mr President, moving in the following week exactly the samemanagers from Treasury to appear before this select commit-
motion or something slightly different but neverthelesstee. Itis obvious that there is a range of public servants in the
covering the same area and canvassing it. If the Leader of thBepartment of Water, Land and Biodiversity Conservation
Government wants to play games in relation to these issuesnd the Department for Administrative and Information
the onus rests with him. He is wrong in fact and he is wrongServices who should appear before the select committee.
in principle in relation to what has been the precedent andinless public pressure forces it upon the government,
convention of this chamber in relation to private membersgovernment members will not agree to having all these
business. officers, right through the departments and perhaps up to and
On behalf of Liberal members, | indicate that | support theincluding ministerial officers and ministers, give evidence on
amendment that will be moved by the Hon. Sandra Kancksome of these issues. If it is going to be embarrassing to the
We accept that the amendments from the Hon. Sandra Kangovernment, we can rest assured that the government
offer greater clarity and also extend a number of the terms ahembers on the committee will not allow the committee to
reference into areas that clearly we would have been inteffitead down that path.
on pursuing, in particular the issue of how widespread these As | said, the opposition members of the Economic and
practices are in other departments and agencies. The Hdfinance Committee experienced the manipulation of that
Sandra Kanck has in her amendment suggestions as to h@emmittee’s normal processes at a recent meeting where,
the management of unspent funds should be approachedwithout it being an item on the agenda, the four government
the future. That is an issue that the committee should hav@members—I suppose they thought they were being very
been looking at. clever and were congratulating and chortling amongst
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themselves that they had managed to get one over on thea debate on whether or not he knew, or should have known,
opposition members—at short notice, if you believe theirof the movements in the fund. Obviously, we will explore that
claims, at approximately 9.30 or soon afterwards on onéssue.
morning, without the opposition being told, moved amotion TheHon. R.D. Lawson: On his own analogy, he
to have the Auditor-General appear to give evidence. Angvouldn’t know there is a telephone directory.
within 40 minutes or so, the Auditor-General, with all of his  TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: That may well be possible—and
staff and with his brief containing complex legal argument,it may well be part of the Attorney-General’'s argument. As
was able to attend at short notice at Parliament House tosaid earlier, as best you can understand it his argument
present the argument to the Economic and Finance Commigppears to be that he did not read the documents or, if he did,
tee. he did not consciously do so, or, if he did read them, he has
The opposition members did not know that the Auditor-forgotten what he read. That seems to be the kindest defence
General was going to be appearing before them. They did n@ be mounted for the Attorney-General. Frankly, if the chief
have copies of the Auditor-General's Report. They had nofaw officer in the state is not reading or taking account of
been in a position to prepare questions for the Auditorcritical briefings but is spending all his time on other matters,
General. All the normal courtesies that committees generallyuch as talkback radio, in my view he has been incompetent,
extend to their members in terms of witnesses who mightegligent—or, indeed, both—and ought to resign, or, if he
attend were not followed. They were not told, ‘Okay, we aredoes not do so, ought to be sacked by his own Premier.
going to have the Auditor-General come before the commit- | jndicate that we support the amendment. | also indicate
tee and we are then going to be in a position for all memberghat we believe a couple of issues need to be addressed
to inform themselves properly and ask questions’. Oppositiofmmediately by the select committee. We hope to have an
members were not in a position to be able to do that with th@arly meeting of the select committee and an early offer to
Economic and Finance Committee. . ] Ms Kate Lennon and Mr Mike Walter, in particular, and key
So, do not say to me that the Economic and Financefficers such as Mr Mark Johns, and others, would need to

Committee is an example of how to conduct a fair, proper an@le early visitors to the select committee to provide their
impartial inquiry that will give natural justice opportunities yersion of events.

to senior public servants, such as Ms Kate Lennon, and others | 5ain repeat that this select committee is not just looking
who may well be targeted. Bear in mind that the governmeni; the Crown Solicitor's Trust Account. It will also need to
has indicated that up to half a dozen other members of thgy 1o officers, for example, about the $5 million interagency
public sector are the subject of inquiry: some, allegedly, havgyan between DAIS and the Department of Water, Land and
been demoted; some, allegedly, have been stood aside; agghdiversity Conservation and the other unlawful practices
some, allegedly, have been moved sideways to other positioRsst the Auditor-General has identified in his report.

and are the subject of various inquiries into their procedures | o (and perhaps there is now some explanation for it)

and knowledge of, in particular, the Crown SoliCitor's Trusty, o for the past two years, the opposition has sought from
Account and the ,$5 million interagency loan betvv_e,enthe Treasurer and from all ministers answers to a simple
minister Weatherill's old department and minister Hill's guestion: what is the extent of the underexpenditure in the
department. ast two financial years and what has been the extent of the
| do not want to repeat all the arguments about the, o, eq carryover for each of those two financial years? |

Attorney-General's position, and | donotintend to do so. The e rstand that the answers have been provided to the
Lea}d'er of the Govgrnment valiantly did his best, but 't. WaSrraasurer's office, and it will not surprise you, Mr President,

a difficult brief for him to argue. He attacked the 0pposition ¢ thse answers have not been provided to the opposition.
and all and sundry on the issue but did not really bring muchy, ;o case, it goes back to June 2003—almost 17 months—

evidence to bear in defence of the Attorney-General's,q i, relation to this year's estimates, we are talking about
position. In the past two weeks, | have noted that they o« five or six months. in terms of delays.

Attorney-General has gone on full court assault on talkbac : Lo
radio to try to defend his position. | read in one transcript tha(in Clearly, from our viewpoint, it would appear to have al

he said. If | gave vou a copy of the telephone directory an he elements of a cover-up. The Treasurer and the govern-
! gavey Py P y ent have decided that they will not provide this information

asked you immediately afterwards whether or not YO, underexpenditure and approved and unapproved carry-

remembered the name Ron ROberti, and _the telepho%%ers and, clearly, we will need to explore and pursue that
number, could | expect you to know that?” Thatis the analogy, .+ "¢ information during the operations of the select
the Attorney-General has sought to draw in his full court

) . L committee.
assault on talkback radio to defend his position. Amendments carried: motion as amended carried
Without labouring the point, as we highlighted in question . . ' . S
time there have been two of his own departmental annual The council appointed a select committee consisting of the

reports and two Auditor-General's reports. There was ogsRTkG.SCamﬁlr.otr;], P. Holloy;/tay, ?.I.hLucas, D'W't Ridgv(\ﬁy
transition to government briefing, and we are aware of &M% R-f. >Sneath, theé committee 1o have power o send tor

number of other briefings, and a number that we suspect Wiﬁlerso.nsﬁ papers _and records, andvtlo ;djogrn fgog plac% 1o
be discovered during the select committee hearings, which df{2c€: the committee to report on Wednesday 8 December

indicate that the Attorney-General either knew, or shoul 4.

have known, of the Crown Solicitor’s Trust Account. | repeat

that is this not just the Attorney-General denying that he ABORIGINAL LANDS PARLIAMENTARY
knew of movements in the Crown Solicitor’s Trust Account. STANDING COMMITTEE
This is the Attorney-General swearing an oath to the Auditor-
General that, after almost three years as Attorney-General, he )
did not even know the Crown Solicitor's Trust Account  1hatthe report of the committee for 2003-04 be noted.
existed. The Attorney is now seeking to move the argument (Continued from 27 October. Page 365.)

Adjourned debate on motion of Hon. T.G. Roberts:
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TheHon. KATE REYNOLDS: | am pleased to rise It is generally recognised that those acts were landmark
today to speak in support of the motion that the annual repotegislation for Aboriginal communities across Australia in
of the Aboriginal Lands Parliamentary Standing Committeetheir struggle to win control of their lands. No-one, | would
be noted, and | have a few remarks | would like to make. Théope, would question the right of Aboriginal people to hold
primary role of this committee is to review three acts. Undethat title but, at the same time, Aboriginal people cannot be
the Aboriginal Lands Parliamentary Standing Committee Actocked into where they were 20, 30 or 40 years ago. | believe
2003, the committee has six particular functions. The first othat each of those acts needs to be reviewed, with the
these functions is also the most important, because it is th&boriginal Lands Parliamentary Standing Committee taking
function on which everything else hangs. That function is, ashe lead in that process to ensure that, while the fundamental
the act states, to review the operation of the Aboriginal Landgrinciples that informed the initial legislation are upheld,
Trust Act 1966, the Maralinga Tjarutja Land Rights Act 1984changes are made to ensure that Aboriginal communities have
and the Pitjantjatjara Land Rights Act 1981. both the freedom to control their own lives and the legislative

After participating on this committee for nearly a year support to ensure that there are appropriate and adequate
now, | understand much better why the government decideshechanisms for communities to fall back on when times get
to hand over such a heavy responsibility to a parliamentartough, as they do in any small community from time to time.

committee. The bottom line is that the 4 000 or so Aboriginal  One of the tragedies of the situation in the APY lands over
people who currently live on the lands that were returned téhe past decade is that when things got tough and the Anangu
them by this parliament under those three landmark acts afgaders basically divided into two opposing camps, the act
facing and have faced for many years enormous challengegas so out of date and out of touch with reality in the lands
These challenges are so complex that they cannot and will ngiat Anangu had nothing to fall back on. The recent election
be overcome within the life of any one parliament or with aon the lands has not relieved the Aboriginal Lands Parliamen-
two or three year strategic plan. These challenges, if we afgry Standing Committee of its designated responsibility to
lucky, might be turned around in five years, but more likelyconduct a full review of the act. The election has bought the
in 10 years. The government realised that for this to happegommittee and the parliament some time (a little less than

it could not work alone. It realised, fortunately, that it has to12 months now) to consult with Anangu and get our legisla-
build strong partnerships across the various political partiegve house in order.

so that the course that is set over, let us say, the next wnat can be said of the Pitjantjatjara Land Rights Act is
12 months, is not scuttled in a year or two but, rather, thals, trye of the Aboriginal Lands Trust Act and the Maralinga
that course—hopefully always in consultation With tjarytja Land Rights Act. None of these acts provides their
Aboriginal communities—is reviewed and as necessaryggpective communities with the necessary legislative
amended, but nonetheless followed through. __support. Reviewing these acts is a heavy responsibility, but
Aboriginal communities should not have to wait for things it is not a new responsibility. Back in 1983, parliament
to get so bad or forhe Advertiser to run a series of stories ggiaplished the Maralinga Lands Parliamentary Committee.
about their appalling conditions before we are all eitheljs role, according to the then minister for aboriginal affairs
shocked or embarrassed into action. If we are ever going ‘fHon. Greg Crafter), was to ‘visit annually those lands and
get beyond that shock-horror cycle, we need to keep our e\enort on the legislation’. Five years later, in 1989, another
on the ball. The Aboriginal Lands Parliamentary Standingyinister for aboriginal affairs (Hon. Terry Hemmings) sang
Committee is about the parliament, not just the governmenfe prajses of the committee and the way in which it had
of the day, keeping its eye on that ball. It is about Worklngprovided an opportunity for parliamentarians of all political

with communities, year in and year out. It is about fo_llowi'ng persuasions to get beyond point scoring. Describing the work
through, fulfilling promises, dotting i's and crossing t's, of the committee. minister Hemmings said:
because for too long the government of the day has responded ’

to a crisis in any Aboriginal community in a knee-jerk fashion
while the media spotlight has been focused on thaf
community, then the government of the day has walked awa$0, even though it would be very easy for members of the
from that community when the media interest has waned. committee to cherry-pick issues that come before the
This past year the members of the committee have beegpmmittee and use those for political point scoring, | hope
on a steep learning curve. We visited quite a number of théhat committee members will resist the temptation and focus
communities covered by the three acts and, without excen the work to be done.
tion, we have been made to feel very welcome. People The Hon. Robert Lawson has been a member of this place
remember the committees that functioned in the 1980s arfdr more than 10 years so he has been a member of many
early 1990s and the benefit of having direct access tmore parliamentary committees than have I. A fortnight ago,
members of parliament. Aboriginal communities are extremein speaking to this motion, he remarked that in his experience
ly hospitable. That said, | strongly suspect that our welcoméhe Aboriginal Lands Parliamentary Standing Committee is
will wear thin if, when we revisit those places in 12 or 18 ‘one of the hardest working committees within the parlia-
months, we are not able to report on what we have done tment’. | am sure that he is right and | am sure that he and
remove barriers. If we are not able to report on how we havevery other member of the committee realises that, notwith-
brought pressure to bear, understandably, people will natanding the many hours we have put in this year, we are yet
maintain that hospitality. The communities have welcomedo break the back of the tasks entrusted to us by this parlia-
us, and people have sat down with us in good faith. Nowment. In establishing the committee, this parliament (and,
over the next 12 months, it is time for the committee to bemore specifically, the government, which introduced the bill
decisive and sit down, sometimes behind closed doors, ariiy which the committee was established) recognised that,
come up with some serious recommendations, includingjrst and foremost, parliament must constantly refer to those
recommending how the three acts of which it has oversighthree acts to ensure that they provide Aboriginal communities
should be amended. with the necessary and adequate legislative support so that

The committee has enabled matters that relate to the act to be
onsidered and actioned in a bipartisan way.
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they can both overcome difficulties and seize opportunities TheHon. J. GAZZOLA: | move:
to create their own futures. That this order of the day be discharged.
I believe the committee must come back to the first  yjotion carried.
function that | referred to again and again. After each
community visit and after each meeting with Aboriginal DOG AND CAT MANAGEMENT ACT
leaders, the committee must weigh what it has heard and seen
against these three acts. Anything less will mean that we are Order of the Day, Private Business, No. 17: Hon. J.
breaching not just our responsibilities as members of th&azzola to move:
committee but also, in my view, our responsibilities as  That the regulations under the Dog and Cat Management Act
members of parliament and community leaders. 1995 concerning identification of dogs, made on 17 June 2004 and
In closing, | would like to thank the many communities laid on the table of this council on 30 June 2004, be disallowed.
who have made the committee so very welcome, and who TheHon. J. GAZZOLA: | move:
very quickly grasped the value of having direct access to That this order of the day be discharged.
members of this parliament. | will not single outindividuals,  y1otion carried.
individual organisations or individual communities, but | will
say that their trust, goodwill, friendship and hospitality has SUMMARY OFFENCES (TATTOOING AND
made this work one of the most satisfying experiences that PIERCING) AMENDMENT BILL
I have had in my time in parliament so far. | would also like
to place on record my thanks to the various government Third reading.
departments and their employees—public servants—who ) o . o
understand the importance of bringing genuine, lasting and 1he PRESIDENT: | certify that this is a third print in
appropriate change to Aboriginal communities, particularlyccordance with the bill, as agreed to in the committee,
those public servants who have, in most cases, worked Vefgportgd with amendments last session and now restored to
hard to provide the committee with information. the Notice Paper as a lapsed bill.
I would also like to thank Megan Folland in my office for ~ TheHon. NICK XENOPHON: | move:
the research assistance that she has given me, and the help inThat this bill be now read a third time.
ensuring that I am well prepared for meetings and visits. | .
think our committee is the only one that has just one staff. | n€Hon. P.HOLLOWAY (Minister for Industryand
member, so | would like to join with other members of the 72d€): | rise to indicate the government's position in

committee in thanking Jonathan Nicholls, Executive Officer,élation to this bill. Honourable members would be aware of
for his tireless work, and his professionalism, passion fof1€ background of this bill. It was introduced by my colleague
Aboriginal people, humour, the chocolate biscuits at meetth® member for Enfield in another place. The bill was fairly
ings, and the Haighs’ chocolates he brings on our road trip§Xtensively amended during the committee stage. At the third
There might only be one of him, but he is very good value.'eading stage, I moved for the adjournment of the bill so that
The Hon. A.J. Redford: Why do you have only one? those amendments could be considered by the government—

TheHon KATE REYNOLDS: | understand that we in particular, the Minister for Health—to see whether the bill

s in its amended form was still a worthwhile bill as far the
hhave on_ly one behcause ther%was a decision n;]adﬁ tg reﬁ!aﬁ%ér%vemment was concerned, or whether there should be some
the position so that we could get someone who had a hig . . : ;

. . : A 7. attempt to amend it. Essentially, | adjourned the bill at the
f(:r?;glsﬁ%igetﬂze\)vg?; 2%2\?\,2 'S ;/:/)([))rl'? gi;vg;gtﬂg?h?%g’xghird reading to allow for the possibility of recommittal.
need to look at in the future of this committee is how we can (r?tn :#rt2§|r|ecgn§'ed§1r§migié?'fi:nféﬁﬁ’vﬁtgén dﬁgﬁfg’g‘fé?ﬁe
bring in some additional assistance because there is so mqume‘r vgith the %nember for Enfield. At this stage, it is the
work to be don_e. We will certainly be trying to get a second vernment’s view that this bill sho.uld be aIIowea to pass
person. There is so much work that needs to be done that\c'?é)rough the chamber and be returned to the House of
f?ggg;tptzsastllt?a%pﬁ géc;nseor;flgg{i;?yri?%n;?; etr?grt](\;\goggggiéssembly. Itis the government’s intention, if the parliament

: i : wills, that the bill be set aside and that the matters raised
the challenges facing those communities and despite t %/ this bill be the subject of a select committee
chlzlalleng_es facmg the commntge mirr_lbeLs. Ifthmk tha:jvxll A number of issues have been raised since.this bill was
wi ntin m work in re,and I, ‘" X )
com(r:r?ergdl:ﬁet?epgrtso € good wo the luture, a firstintroduced by my colleague in another place. In particu-
' lar, some people in the health sector have raised issues in

The Hon. P. HOLL OWAY (Minister for Industry and relation to this matter, and some of these issues were part of

Trade): On behalf of my colleague, the Hon. Terry Roberts the amendments to this bill. The question is whether or not

I thank those members who have contributed to the debatdiS Pill would do as much harm as good, because the last
Motion carried. thing we would like to see is constraints on tattooing and

body piercing that drive the industry underground where there

[Sitting suspended from 5.58 to 7.45 p.m] might be a greater risk to health.
Itis the government’s intention that we should return this
PHYSIOTHERAPISTSACT bill to the House of Assembly. It is the government’s wish

that it be set aside, but the matters would be seriously

Order of the Day, Private Business, No. 13: Hon. J€xamined by a select committee in that place so that all of
Gazzola to move: these issues could be examined, including the issues raised

That the regulations under the Physiotherapists Act 199PY the amendments. That would allow further detailed

concerning qualifications, made on 3 June 2004 and laid on the tabfonsideration to be given to the important matters in the bill.
of this council on 30 June 2004, be disallowed. | trust that that explains the background to this and why the
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bill had been left at the third reading stage for so long. lam  SUPERANNUATION FUNDS MANAGEMENT
pleased now that the government has resolved that matterand CORPORATION OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA
we can move forward through the procedures that | have just ~ (MISCELLANEOUS) AMENDMENT BILL

outlined. o
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Industry and

TheHon. JM.A. LENSINK: | have been longing for Trade) obtained leave and introduced a bill for an act to
some months to speak to this bill. It is one that first came t@Mend the Superannuation Funds Management Corporation
my attention when | arrived in this place. It was on the list of°f South Australia Act 1995. Read a first time.
priorities together with the issue of eating cats and dogs and TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: | move:
whether one needed to put a seatbelt on a dog in a car. | found That this bill be now read a second time.

them quite astonishing, and | think we would relegate therq-his bill seeks to make important amendments to the

h : _paovernment’s arrangements with the Superannuation Funds
it ought to be called the ‘concerned middle-aged parents b'”Management Corporation of South Australia. The corpora-
given some of the measures that are in it. Piercing, for th@on, more commonly referred to as Funds SA, has the
purposes of the bill, excludes earlobes, and parental permifnportant task of managing superannuation investments of
sion would, therefore, be required for any minor under theyoth the state government and contributors of the public
age of 18 to have any piercing except for their earlobessector superannuation schemes. These investments support
Furthermore, in relation to tattoos, it includes a cooling-offthe current and future payment of superannuation benefits to
period for everybody for a period of three days, which | pointa range of public sector employees.
out is one day more than for the most significant purchase Funds SA has over $6.5 billion of assets under manage-
that most people ever make in their life of a house. For thatnent and its performance in the management of investments
reason | have wanted to make a contribution to this bill.  has a direct impact on the financial performance of the state
. . overnment through the value of asset backing the state’s
| think that the amendments have made vast improvements serannuation liability. The level of funds under manage-
to the bill, and | would like to declare that | ha_ve beenment has grown by 69 per cent over the last five years. At
accused by a couple of my colleagues of having secrefg june 2004 the government's superannuation liability
piercings and tattoos; | have only my earlobes piercedexceeded the level of asset backing by $5.3 billion, which is
Notwithstanding that | have taken the time of the Legislativereferred to as the net unfunded superannuation liability. The
Council for a couple of minutes to express my point of view,government is funding the unfunded past service liability in
I think that members ought to be much more cautious in theespect of the closed defined benefit schemes. It is expected
things that they bring before this council, because some att@at the liabilities will be fully funded by 30 June 2034.
just designed for headlines. We have very important priorities  This bill seeks to improve the government’s arrangements
to be debating in this chamber and in the other place. relating to Funds SA to reflect more adequately the legitimate
. _ . . interests of the government whilst ensuring that the expecta-
I hope that the select committee which is putin place will ;o 21g rights of contributors and superannuants are
not deliberate a long time but will be sensible and realise thaﬁrotected. The proposed amendments to the Superannuation
saving people from the potential of having a tattoo whileFynds Management Corporation of South Australia Act 1995
under the influence would have to be one of the least harmfy{gye the effect of:

things that people could do. It is somethi_ng that they inflict. extending the existing functions of Funds SA relating to
on themselves and, therefore, | do not believe that it deserves tne investment and management of funds to include the

the same consideration that a number of other issues do. | jnyestment and management of funds on behalf of such
have some concerns with some of the health issues and I look government and related bodies as the Treasurer sees fit;

forward to the committee’s findings in that area. | was quite.  gxtending the power of the Governor to remove govern-
astonished as a new member to see some of the bills that we ment nominated directors to the corporation on such
had listed, so | have wanted to express this point of view for - grounds as the Treasurer sees fit;

quite some time. - providing the power of direction and control to the
o . Treasurer but with important limitations prohibiting a
TheHon. NICK XENOPHON: Since | have the carriage  gjrection to Funds SA in relation to an investment

of this bill in this place on behalf of the member for Enﬁeld, decision dea"ng with property or the exercise of a Voting

I think it is important to set out that the intent of Mr Rau’s  right.

legislative amendments, | believe, is good. Itis about healtfr,nds SA has developed significant ability in the manage-
concerns. | know the Hon. Michelle Lensink talks aboutment of superannuation funds on behalf of the state govern-
concerned middle-aged parents: do not underestimate thgent and superannuation beneficiaries. The opportunity
concerned middle-aged parent constituency in terms of theixists to utilise those abilities and related infrastructure to
concern for their children’s health and associated risks wittnanage and invest funds on behalf of other government
piercings and tattoos. | think we can summarise the Horrelated bodies. Existing provisions of the Superannuation
Michelle Lensink’s opposition to the bill as being a case ofFunds Management Corporation of South Australia Act limit
‘pierce de resistance’. | look forward to the deliberations ofthe functions of Funds SA to the investment and management
the select committee in the other place, and | look forward t®f public sector superannuation funds. The term ‘public

a good outcome in relation to the legislation that has beefector superannuation funds’ is defined in the act and
proposed by the member for Enfield. generally means the Police Superannuation Fund, the South

Australian Superannuation Fund, the Southern State Superan-
Read a third time and passed. nuation Fund, the Parliamentary Superannuation Fund and
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contributions made by an employer pursuant to an arrangeauses of misconduct and the like. This limitation will protect

ment under section 5 of the Superannuation Act 1988.

the interests of contributors and superannuants. The amended

The proposed amendments will remove Fund SA's currerpower of direction and control available to the Treasurer in
limitation to investing the funds of public sector superannuarelation to the performance by Funds SA of its functions
tion bodies by allowing for the investment of the funds ofrequires that a direction not include a direction to Funds SA
such public authorities as the Treasurer approves. Under therelation to investment decisions, dealing with property, or
proposed amendments, a public authority may apply to ththe exercise of a voting right. The bill also proposes that,
minister for approval to transfer certain of its funds towhere a ministerial direction is given under proposed new
Funds SA for investment and management of those fundsection 21, the direction must be communicated to Funds SA
The definition of ‘public authority’ that will apply for the in writing, including in the annual report of Funds SA, and
purposes of the Superannuation Funds Management Corpolze published in th&azette within seven days of the direction
tion of South Australia Act is to be inserted into the act asbeing given.
part of the package of amendments. The term ‘public The limitations on the powers of direction and control
authority’ means a government department, a minister or which are continued protect the interest of superannuants and
statutory authority. The term will also include an eligible contributors. The package of amendments serves to broaden
superannuation fund that is not a public sector superannuatiadhe functions of Funds SA, providing opportunities for a
fund but consists of money contributed by the Crown tobroader range of clients to access the skills and infrastructure
provide a group of its employees with superannuatiorof Funds SA while also strengthening the underlying

benefits.

governance arrangements to protect the interests of the

Funds SA is governed by a board of directors and the agovernment, contributors and superannuants. | commend the
provides for at least five board members and at most sevehill to members. | seek leave to have the explanation of
One board member must be elected by contributors and oredauses incorporated iHansard without my reading it.
must be nominated by the South Australian Superannuation Leave granted.

Federation, representing unions and superannuants. The
remaining three to five directors are appointed by the
Governor on the nomination of the Treasurer.

The act provides the capacity for the Governor to remove
any director from office for misconduct, failure or incapacity
to carry out the duties of office satisfactorily, or non-
compliance with a duty imposed by the act. The circum-
stances prompting removal are quite specific and are
considered restrictive to the proper direction and control of
the operations of Funds SA by the government. The proposals
contained in the bill therefore seek to strengthen these
powers.

The present act provides capacity for the minister to
request that Funds SA have regard to government policy
when preparing its performance plan or performing its
functions. Funds SA is only required to have regard to such
arequest. The section is persuasive but not compelling. The
government has a very significant exposure to the perform-
ance of Funds SA, and it is the government’s view that it is
inappropriate for the Treasurer not to have the power or
responsibility to effectively oversee the operations of the
investment body. There are circumstances where it is
appropriate that the Treasurer have the capacity to direct the
corporation. For example, it is appropriate for the Treasurer
to direct the corporation in relation to employment policy as
generally applying in the public sector.

During debate of the original Superannuation Funds
Management Corporation BIll, significant discussion
surrounded the importance of protecting the interests of
contributors and superannuants through the independently
elected/nominated director positions. During that debate the
position was also put that it was important that the interests
of contributors and superannuants be protected by ensuring
that the investment decision making of Funds SA be free
from direct influence by the government. Therefore, two key
limitations are proposed in relation to the removal of directors
and the giving of directions by the Treasurer.

Itis proposed to limit the strengthened powers of removal
for directors to those directors who are appointed by the
Governor on the nomination of the minister. This protects the
elected contributor and federation representatives on the
board from the power of removal, other than for the existing

EXPLANATION OF CLAUSES
Part 1—Preliminary
1—Short title
This clause is formal.
2—Commencement
This clause provides that this Act will be brought into
operation by proclamation.
3—Amendment provisions
This clause is formal.
Part 2—Amendment of Superannuation Funds
Management Corporation of South Australia Act 1995
4—Amendment of section 3—Interpretation
This clause inserts into the interpretation section of the
Superannuation Funds Management Corporation of
South Australia Act 1995 ("the Act") a number of
definitions necessary for the purposes of the measure and
removes some provisions that are redundant as a conse-
quence of these amendments.
As the functions of the Corporation are expanded by this
measure to include the investment and management of
certain funds of public authorities, this clause inserts
some definitions that clarify the meaning of terms used
in respect of that function. For examplegablic authori-
ty is a government department, a minister or a statutory
authority and includes a body or person responsible for
the management of an eligible superannuation fund. An
eligible superannuation fundis a fund that does not fall
within the definition ofpublic sector superannuation
fund but consists of money contributed by the Crown to
provide a group of its employees with superannuation
benefits.
5—Amendment of section 5—Functions of the
corporation
Section 5 of the Act, which describes the functions of the
Corporation, is amended by this clause to include
reference to the Corporation’s new role in respect of
investment and management of the funds of public
authorities (where the Minister has agreed that those
funds should be transferred to the Corporation for such
purposes).
6—I nsertion of section 5A
This clause inserts a new section into the Act. Section 5A
provides that a public authority may apply to the Minister
for approval to transfer funds to the Corporation so that
the Corporation can invest and manage the funds on
behalf of the authority.
The Minister may refuse an application under this section
or may grant an approval for transfer to the Corporation
of some or all of the funds referred to in the authority’s
application. The Corporation is obliged to invest and
manage any funds transferred in accordance with the
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Minister’s approval and must return any funds it holds to The amendments made to sections 27 and 28 by these
the authority on request. clauses are consequential on the extension of the
7—Amendment of section 7—Object of the corpora- Corporation’s functions to include investment and
tion in performingitsfunctions management of the funds of public authorities. These
This clause removes the words "public sector superannua- amendments simply ensure that the requirements of the
tion" from section 7 of the Act so that reference is made Act in respect of internal and external audits apply to all
in that section to “the funds" (now defined to include funds invested or managed by the Corporation.
nominated funds of approved authorities). This amend- 15—Substitution of section 29
ment to section 7 is consequential on the expansion of the This clause repeals section 29, which requires the
Corporation’s functions and makes clear that the Corporation to prepare progress reports in relation to
Corporation’s objectives apply equally to the funds of investment and management of the public sector superan-
approved authorities. nuation funds, and substitutes a new section that extends
8—Amendment of section 10—Conditions of member- the operation of these requirements to the nominated
ship funds of approved authorities.

Section 10(6) of the Act lists the circumstances in which 16—Amendment of section 30—Annual reports

the Governor may remove a director from the board of The amendments to section 30 effected by clause 16
directors. This clause adds an additional circumstance that extend the requirements of the Act in respect of provision
applies only to directors appointed to the board by the of annual reports to the funds of approved authorities.
Governor on the nomination of the Minister. Such 17—Amendment of section 39—Regulations

directors can be removed by the Governor on the recom- Section 39(2) of the Act provides that regulations under
mendation of the Minister for such reason as he or she the Act may prohibit the investment of the public sector
thinks fit. ) superannuation funds in forms of investment prescribed
9—Amendment of section 20—Performance plan _ by the regulations unless authorised by the Minister. The
The amendments effected by this clause merely clarify first amendment made by this clause extends this power
that the performance plan required under section 20 to prohibit certain forms of investment to the funds of
relates only to the public sector superannuation funds and approved authorities.

not to the nominated funds of an approved authority, This clause also inserts a new paragraph in subsection (2).
which are dealt with in the new section 20A (inserted by This paragraph provides that the regulations may pre-
clause 10). . scribe fees payable in relation to an application under the
10—Insertion of section 20A Act or in relation to anything to be done by the
This clause inserts a new section. Under section 20, the Corporation under the Act.

Corporation is required to prepare a performance planin

each financial year in respect of the investment and

management of the public sector superannuation funds. .The Hon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER  secured the
Proposed section 20A is a similar provision, which adjournment of the debate.

requires the preparation of a performance plan in relation

to the investment and management of the nominatedCORRECTIONAL SERVICES (MISCELLANEOUS)
funds of each approved authority. Subsection (2) provides AMENDMENT BILL

a list of matters that must be included in the plan, includ-

ing targets for rates of return, strategies, anticipated . .

operating costs and factors that will affect or influence ~ Adjourned debate on second reading.

investment and management of the funds. (Continued from 9 November. Page 476.)

The Corporation is required to provide the draft plan to

the Minister and the relevant approved authority and must  The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: | support the second reading

have regard to any comments made by the Minister ol yiq i on behalf of the opposition. | understand that this

authority. If the authority requests an amendment to the”, ~. . ) . .
plan, the Corporation must amend the plan accordingfbl” is part of a correctional services review designed to

unless it considers, after consulting with the authority,change the principal act so that it reflects changed philoso-

that the amendment should not be made. If that is thgyhjes, attitudes and practices. The bill seeks to do a number

case, the Corporation must provide the authority with ; ; : ; .
written advice as to its reasons for declining to amend theOf things, which | will summarise as follows:

plan in accordance with the request. (a It SeekS. to expand the chief executive’s f’:luthority
11—Substitution of section 21 . _ concerning prisoners’ leave of absence interstate
This clause repeals section 21 of the Act, which requires and allows for approval for prisoner interstate travel

the Corporation to have regard to Government policy and the basis and conditions of that travel.

when preparing a performance plan or performing its . .
functions if requested to do so by the Minister. A new (b) It proposes changes in relation to work undertaken

section is substituted, which provides that the Corporation by prisoners and brings tighter control of prison
is subject to the direction and control of the Minister. A mail concerning work.

direction by the Minister under this section must be in ; P ;
writing. The Corporation must include any direction made © It mgkes changes concerning drug testing, including
by the Minister in its annual report, and the direction must testing for alCOhoI. .
be published in the Gazette within seven days afteritis (d) It makes certain changes to the home detention
given. A direction by the Minister must not include a regime, and

direction to the Corporation in relation to an investment ' . . .
decision, dealing with property or the exercise of a voting () It makes certain Ch,anges_ regardlng non-prisoner
right. attendances at an institution including the basis
12—Amendment of section 26—Accounts upon which they are to be searched.

Section 26(2) of the Act requires the Corporation to keepjn relation to the first issue, leave of absence, as | understand
g;ocﬁ’]egffﬁg%rgg”? ;ngg?tgu%%cﬁa%yurgggf ;Snﬁéaggg igt long-term transfers of prisoners interstate are dealt with
prepare separate financial statements in respect of ea&ndgr the Prisoners 'Inter’state. Transfer Act 1982. Ina brleflng
fund for each financial year. This clause replaces subseqarovided by the minister’s office, | was told that this legisla-
tion (2) with a new provision that is substantially similar tion is designed for the permanent transfer of prisoners. | was
:g mg ﬁﬁﬂ'ﬁgtgéof\ﬂﬁ?sn ot;“et :gge;pdsrécgzeaﬁﬂ‘é‘rﬁfy‘em?n this place when it went through, and it is an extraordinarily
13—Amendment of section 27—Internal auditsand  cUmbersome piece of legislation. The amendments to section
audit committee 27 are unremarkable and | have no issue or concern in

14—Amendment of section 286—External audit relation to those.



Wednesday 10 November 2004 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 509

The second matter is leave of absence in relation to this The next main issue is in relation to the search of prison-
clause. Clause 27A of this bill does a number of things. Firsters. The Law Society argues that prisoners would the able to
it prescribes a process whereby short-term leave is grantdee searched 24 hours a day, and it was of the view that it
to go interstate, which includes the requirement that othewould be open to abuse. It was critical that there was no
states participate in that process and that written notice bgrovision relating to how the random selection of prisoners
given by the CEO to other states. The clause also containgas to be made. Prison Fellowship did not make any specific
provisions in relation to the treatment of prisoners who comeubmission on this issue, nor did OARS. The position of the
to this state under a corresponding law. The only concern thapposition is that it will support this provision, subject to an
the opposition has in relation to this clause is that the law ofindertaking that the department provide a detailed report on
a corresponding state is to be adopted by proclamatiomandom searches in its annual report. In the absence of that
Consistent with opposition policy, it is our view that provi- undertaking, it would seek to amend the bill accordingly. In
sions of this nature ought to be adopted by way of regulatiorthat respect, we do not seek to do anything other than to
and our policy is that we will amend this provision such thatensure that a search of prisoners is not made, other than for
‘corresponding law’ would mean a law prescribed by way ofthe strategic purpose of ensuring an absence of drugs and
regulation, which would ensure—and no doubt, Mr Presidenipther prohibited substances in gaol and that it is not used in
you would agree with this—proper supervision by parliamentn arbitrary or unreasonable fashion.
of what law from interstate we would adopt. The next issue is that of drugs in gaol. On occasions, |

The second issue is the issue of work by prisoners. Ithave raised a number of issues about government policy on
relation to the issue of work by prisoners and, indeed, therugs in gaol, and | will deal with that in more detail at the
concept of considering their mail, we have had submissionsommittee stage. Notwithstanding that, we support that
from various groups. The Law Society is critical of the provision. The next provision | turn to is one that | suspect
provision for a number of reasons. It argues that ‘work’ is notis the most controversial, that is, the changes in law in
defined in the act or in the amendments. The Law Society igelation to release on home detention. The government
of the view that almost any human endeavour would fallproposes a number of measures. First, it proposes to delegate
within this section and that it gives unnecessarily widethe authority of determining which category of prisoner is to
powers to prison managers to prohibit many kinds of activitybe released to the CEO of the Department for Correctional
undertaken by prisoners. The society argues that, to the exteBervices. Secondly, it proposes to confine the availability of
feasible, remand prisoners who have not been convicteldome detention in a number of ways, one of which is that it
should be able to continue legitimate or legal business whildte confined to prisoners only in the last 12 months of their
on remand. It argues that correspondence, telephone calls amdson term.
other activities that might facilitate the continuation of work ~ The Law Society advises us that it is of the view that the
or family business should be permitted for remand prisonergqrison CEO should be allowed to decide on an individual

In relation to work by prisoners, Prison Fellowship SA basis whether a particular prisoner would be suitable for
submitted to the opposition that it hoped that this amendmertome detention. It is also of the view that criteria should be
would not prevent leisure activities of prisoners, and that isleveloped for cancellation of home detention, which should
again directed to the failure to define what is or is not meanhot be undertaken arbitrarily. Prison Fellowship argues that
by the term ‘work’. It argues that many prisoners pass theithe provision for home detention for one year only is very
leisure time painting, doing ceramics, or other hobby-typeestrictive and that there is a case for prisoners to serve more
activities. It argues that, if prisoners want to send their workhan one year, and it cites the examples of non-violent
out to relatives, or even to sell it, that should be encourageaffenders and people with special skills. It also argues that
It further points out that Prison Fellowship has conducted arthere is a case for compassion and that there are cases where
competitions in prisons, and sometimes the product can keeprisoner’s wife is incapacitated and dying and the prisoner
sold with the prisoner’s permission. In relation to this issuecould serve a useful purpose in relation to caring for her. The
the Offenders Aid and Rehabilitation Services (OARS)submission from OARS is that it believes that home detention
indicated to me that it believes that work is a vital part of ashould be further encouraged, not limited. It also argues that
prisoner’s rehabilitation. It states that work motivated by ano evidence exists that restricting access to home detention
prisoner’s internal desire to rehabilitate himself is a positivereduces reoffending.
thing. It did not support these measures on the ground that OARS is concerned about the clause requiring that ‘the
ambiguities would be introduced by this section, which,prisoner satisfies any other relevant criteria determined by the
without much clearer definition, would be worse than theminister’. This opens the way to political interference of a
current situation. nature not desirable in the view of OARS. The opposition

The issue of work by prisoners was considered by ouposition is that currently the CEO has been the subject of a
party room. We believe that we should support this measurelirection pursuant to section 37A(2)(c) of the act restricting
subject to the development of clear guidelines on the basife category of prisoner eligible for home detention. This bill
upon which approval is to be given. In that respect, thgroposes to remove the capacity of the minister to provide for
concerns raised by Prison Fellowship and the Law Society isuch detention. Given the importance of the issue, | believe
relation to remand prisoners should be addressed. At the ettlais part of the act should be retained, as it is more transparent
of the day, remand prisoners are those incarcerated withothtan the government’s proposal. At the end of the day, |
conviction. They are presumed innocent until proven guiltybelieve, as does the opposition, that the issue of home
So, in the context of properly managing a prison environdetention is a significant weapon in the hands of correctional
ment, they ought to be able to continue to conduct their workservices to deal with prisoners, but it is also a weapon (in
or their business activities, consistent with that presumptioterms of improving outcomes in relation to recidivism) that
of innocence. In that respect, we do not oppose amendmergbould remain in the hands of the minister.
unless or until the government responds to how it proposes | say that in this context: the only issue that does concern
to deal with remand prisoners. us is that the current ministerial direction includes prisoners
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who are imprisoned for death by dangerous driving. There ar@ its opinion, abuses of the current powers are already
some pretty serious, nasty people in gaol who are in there farccurring and the increase in these powers to allow virtually
death by dangerous driving and perhaps, as a consequenaeafettered searches with no clear rationale could lead to
they disqualify themselves from home detention. Howeverfurther abuses.

a significant proportion of those offenders falls into the  OARS went on and stated that that is of particular concern
category of people who are not serious criminal offenders bufyhere children are involved. Searches of children by
because they fall into the category of homicide, they are naforrectional services officers are very traumatic. This is more
currently eligible for home detention. When one looks at theshout the child and their state of development and the manner
fact that certain armed robbers and repeat offenders ajg which they are conducted. OARS argues that these

eligible for home detention, that would seem incongruous teneasures will further erode the relationships with families
us. At the end of the day it would appear to us that a directiolnd children.

should come from the minister rather than the minister P
. s OARS has proposed a number of programs to assist in this
delegating that responsibility to the CEO. It would seem to brop prog

. . ~complex matter, but they have all fallen on deaf ears. In
us that a good case could be made for a change in reIannE%\ P y

the directi . by the minister. In that th rticular, the expansion of powers to have limited contact
he direction given by the minister. In that Sense, the 0ppOSke,rches for visitors are extreme where no reasonable
tion opposes that clause.

Th h difficulti The final difficult suspicion exists, and it indicated that it would not support it.
_ Thatwas the most difficultissue. The final difficult Issue |, e|ation to that, | have not seen the programs which OARS
is how we deal with visitors. As | pointed out earlier in this

o . . has suggested might assist in relation to visits by family
contribution, the bill seeks to expand the circumstances upgfe mpers to prisons. The position of the opposition is that, at
Wh'Ph a non-prisoner or visitor can _be required to leave any,;q stage, we will support the suggestion made by the
institution and provide for the banning of a person from &y, .arnment. However, our main concern is to ensure that the
correctional institution and expand the power to search no

. . f : R Ssues raised by the Law Society regarding rights of review,
prisoners and vehicles entering a correctional institution. Thg, 5| hrofessional privilege and access to legal advice being
principal target of this provision is drugs within gaols. I have _ {jressed are important. In that respect, the opposition's

had the opportunity through the parliamentary travel systerj,ition ahout amendments in relation to searches in prisons
to visit a number of gaols interstate and overseas, and fro

. . X ill be dependent upon the government’s response in relation

advice given to me | have come to the clear conclusion thgf; o iring that legal or professional privilege and those other

the_ best way to get rid of drugs in 96}0' IS to _have non-contagl s that | mentioned will not be undermined. With those

visits. However, that may well be impracticable given theg,) \yords | indicate that we support the second reading.

way in which we run our gaols.
The La\.N.SOCiety argues that there ought to be a réason- 1ne Hon. CARMEL ZOL L O secured the adjournment

able suspicion, and | have to say | am not sure what IS¢ the debate

precisely meant by that because, if one was a cynic, one )

might suspect that anyone visiting a prisoner, particularly if

they were a drug addict or had a drug habit, might be passing GAMING MACHINES (MISCELLANEOUS)

drugs. However, the Law Society then goes on and makes AMENDMENT BILL

some fairly important and significant points. It considers that di d deb d readi

persons undertaking searches should be of the same sex as théA Jou_rne ebate on second reading.

person being searched. It is also concerned about the power (Continued from November 9. Page 475.)

of prison staff to detain persons in possession of a prohibited )

item, particularly having regard to the fact that prohibited  TheHon. D.W. RIDGWAY: | rise to speak to the

items can include normal, run-of-the-mill items such as haifs@aming Machines Miscellaneous Amendment Bill 2004. |

spray, deodorant' prescription drugs or mobile phones_ intend to make a reaSOﬂab'y short contribution as a number

| must say | am not sure a visitor's taking prescriptionOf.m.emberS from both sides of the council—I recognise that
drugs into a gaol to visit a relative for a short period of timethis is a conscience issue, so | suppose we do not have both
can be justified. The Law Society goes on to say that it igides of the council; we just have all over the chamber—have
concerned that the amendment will apply to legal practitionalready raised a number of concerns and quoted documents
ers and potentially allow searches of their files, and thigénd reports from the Independent Gaming Authority, the
would disregard legal professional privilege. It has alsgoentre for Economic Studies, and the Productivity Commis-
indicated that it is unaware of circumstances where practitiorsion. Given that the Hon. Mr Xenophon has a number of
ers have disturbed the good order of prisons, although it dogénendments which he has flagged will not be ready until next
point to one particular example which was detected early an@/€€k, | guess there is not any great urgency but, all the same,

dealt with appropriately by the Law Society and ultimatelymy contribution will not be terribly lengthy. Because a
the Supreme Court. number of members have already covered quite a number of

Prison Fellowship South Australia indicated it wasthe issues and have quoted a lot of the statistics, and so on,
concerned that there should be some avenue of appeal whéiill not cover any of those now.
the manager of the institution acted unreasonably and that | begin by saying that | am not opposed per se to gambling
that appeal should be to the CEO. OARS presented a veryr poker machines. In my view, an individual should be able
strong position in that it suggested that this was a problem ito spend their hard earned money in the pursuit of a recrea-
relation to the rehabilitation of prisoners, particularly intional activity, whether that be sport, travel, listening to
relation to their dealings with families. It asserted that familymusic, model aeroplanes, collecting stamps or even gambling.
relationships and access to professional assistance are vifdiey have every right to do so. In fact, in the past year |
for all prisoners. It argues that as proposed the provisionguess that | have spent more than $1000 on membership to
provide for a far wider power than is desirable or necessary-ootball Park and the South Australian Cricket Association
It argues that the complexity of the matters is conceded bufor which | may get only a handful of days at a sporting
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fixture, and some would say that | have wasted my money April this year appears on the fourth page of a document

but that is my choice. entitled ‘An overview of the centre’s involvement in gam-
However, with the Premier's headlines all he wasbling research and a recent inquiry into machine numbers.’

interested in with this bill was problem gamblers. Therefore]t states:

the main focus of this bill should be, in my view, all about  what is more certain to have an impact is the introduction of a

problem gamblers, and people who have lost their capacitymoking ban.

to gamble responsibly and, in particular, using electronigt goes on to say:

gaming ma(_:h'nes' Th_'s bill is _a]0ke' Itis SImpIy_ another one Equally likely could be the mandatory use of a card, a smart card,

of the Premier’s cunning media stunts, and it will do nothingto access what is, after all, a restricted gaming area, a card to play

to help the problem gamblers whom he says he so desperatél{Ms [electronic gaming machines], that provided greater consumer

wants to help. The Premier argues that this bill is in responsgfotections through time and credit limits, that controlled entry to

to the IGA's recommendation to cut 3 000 poker machine r;gr%ors and self-excluded patrons, and contributed to harm minimisa-

with the view that a reduction in numbers must mean a} ’ i

reduction in gambling and problem gambling. Again, that is t 90€S 0N to say:

ajoke. Use of this card system would be most likely to solve many of

This legislation allows for the reduction of 3 000 gamingtmhgc?]riﬂglsems arising from the introduction of electronic gaming
machines and a pro rata cut across all venues with the =~ . . .
exception of clubs. However, this legislation allows gaming' believe the IGA is able'to substantiate the claim that the
venues to buy the machines back to take their holding backTart card would most likely solve many of the problems
up to 40 or so machines. There is substantial evidence that tf&'SI"9 from electronic gaming machines, and we may have
machines will end up in the venues with the highest neft Workable solution to problem gambling, along with an
gaming revenue which, incidentally, within South Australia OPPOrtunity for the gaming industry to grow and expand
can range from an average of $20 000 per machine to iithin South Australia.

excess of $110 000 per machine. | have also received Transferability is another of my concerns. | am alsc_)
evidence to suggest that, in other states such as Victoria aftfracted to another amendment which has been floated which
New South Wales, gaming machine revenue per machine Céngd not allqw for transferab|l!ty. It would seem that it is

be as high as $200 000. You do not have to be Einstein t8'¢ Pest possible way of reducing the number of machines
work out that, if you own a venue where the average revenu@vailable to pfOb'e"? gamblers, espeC|aII_y in the areas and
of a machine is in the upper end of that range, you would b¥enues where machines have extremely high revenue streams

crazy, from a business point of view, not to reinstate the 4GNd; Of course, where there is the greatest incidence of
machines in that venue. problem gambling. In my view, this could be an interim

Unfortunately, there is also evidence to suggest tha{n€asure until the IGA has reported on the smart card concept.

where gaming machine revenue is high, there is also th&/¢ May then be able to adopt a form of smart card and
highest incidence of problem gambling. This bill also givesP€aps then go to full transferability and possibly no cap on
the gaming industry 10 years of certainty on gaming machinih€ number of machines. I await the great number of amen_d'
numbers. | guess you could say that a reduction of 3 000 igents | expect honourable me”?befs to put forward, and I will
not going to help problem gamblers and, therefore, there (90K at all of them on their merits.

going to be no help for these problem gamblers for at least | NOW turn my attention to the comments made by the
another 10 years. remier in this debate, particularly his statement that he

I am not surprised that this is one of the Premier’s medid/ould personally lobby every member of parliament. To date,

stunts, because the indication from Treasury is that anave notseen the Premier, nor has he made any attempt to

reduction of 3 000 machines will have little or no impact onM2Ke an appointment to see me in my office or make time
vailable for me to visit him in his office and, to my know-

the government revenue stream and probably, therefore, litt ) .
or no impact on gaming revenue for the gaming machin edge,_he h_as not met with any other member of the I__|b_eral
venues. This is classic Premier Rann—get the best headlifgdy In this place in a personal manner. Again, this is a
that you can; put the best spin on it; hope that people cannd{Pical headline-grabbing hollow promise for which this

see through the hypocrisy; and then go to the next electiop’€Mier is renowned. However, | did receive a letter on 7
saying, ‘I've cut poker machines by 3 000'". This is his V& 2004 from the Premier with a very poor, faint computer-

primary goal—the very best headline for the government, anfénerated signature—hardly what 1 would call visiting or
what paddy shot at for the people and their families who ar®PDbYing every member of parliament personally. This letter
most at risk from problem gambling. outlines some of the key issues to be addressed by this bill.

It is therefore my intention to vote against the second1OWever, m|dway down page 2—in faCt’ the fifth para-
reading of this bill and hope that enough members in thigrapPh—the Premier makes an admission that he does not
place can see through the Premiers stunt for what it is<"OW whether the legislation will have any effect at all. He
However, | do not believe the bill will be defeated at thatSaid:
point. Therefore, | intend to approach all the amendments put ! have been asked many times about the impact this will have on
forward by members in this chamber with an open mind with92ming machine turnover and revenue. All I can say is if—

a view to see what we can do to help problem gamblers an@nd | repeat the word ‘if' —
the people the Premier has conveniently ignored within thishese measures are successful, then obviously there will be a
legislation. reduction in revenue.

One of the suggestions floated is to ask the IGA to reporin one paragraph, the Premier admits that he has no idea
back to parliament on the use of a type of smart card systemhether this reduction in gaming machine numbers will have
which will help problem gamblers deal with their problem, any effect at all. In fact, he does not even believe it will be
and | am attracted to this proposal. Information provided tasuccessful and even doubts his own legislation. Again, this
us by the South Australian Centre of Economic Studies odemonstrates his passion for a headline at the expense of
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ordinary South Australians. He gets to announce that he has people who are concerned about gaming machines, and it
reduced gaming machine numbers by 3 000 and attempts states:

claim the high moral ground, while knowing that it is very A third, broader and more difficult to define, group is those
unlikely to have any impact on the government’s coffers ofmembers of the South Australian community who are not direct
offer any relief to problem gamblers. beneficiaries of the prosperity of the gaming industry, are not

: ; ; ; roblem gamblers or gamblers at all, but citizens who use govern-
Time and again we have seen with this government andr?hent services and pay taxes. For this group, it would appear to the

in particular, with this Premier, a media-driven agenda. Thigthority [that] there is a great deal of distress and concern—
Premier's passion for a headline and a photo opportunit

almost knows no bounds. From day one of this government,, .
South Australia has been bombarded with a media-drivefi’ distress and concern because | do not really know anybody
nd | had not had a great deal of contact in this area until

nda with n n liver on any of th
B e e e O eYesterday when | spoke (0.2 lacy calld Frances who has had
We have now seen exports plummet to the point where Wgon&derable experience in this area—
need a quadrupling of exports to achieve his goal. We havé:rfrﬁﬂe%ﬁg ii?stpe?arlggs‘?g&%ﬁ agcr’;]iéltiﬂe Q%ﬁﬁteoaf‘ gag?g;% m:gmine
seen a raft of other headlines: law and order, hospital wamngf the gommunity P ad%ress thg e 9 PP ty
lists, class sizes, the River Murray, the transport plan, . ) ) ] ]
infrastructure plan and the State Strategic Plan, and the ligldging from my conversations with people outside of this
This Premier reminds me of a jellyfish floating in the tide Many people would be worried if gaming machines disap-
of public opinion. This was plainly obvious when the bill was Péared from the pubs. | think that we do need to separate
debated in the House of Assembly, and the Premier crossé¢hat can be described as some urban myths that might
The PRESIDENT: Order! | remind the honourable Situation. Some urban myths circulate amongst people | know
member of the standing orders in respect of objectionable arffn0 do not have much contact with gaming machines and do
offensive remarks. | know that it is a fairly open debate, buf10t understand their appeal. Every poker machine is doing
| remind the honourable member that, if someone takes ¥oU damage, to paraphrase the quote from a non-smoking
point of order, | will have to call him to order. | ask the @dvertisement, and a very high number of problem gamblers
honourable member to bear that in mind when he makes—are tearing their families apart. For me, problem gamblers are
The Hon. P. Holloway: He is only demeaning himself, &Very real concern and, so, | have been very interested to try

interpose to say that | have not personally felt a great deal

Mr President. to work out what the level is and what sort of problem this is
TheHon. D.W. RIDGWAY: The Hon. Paul Holloway for us as acommunity.
says that | am only demeaning myself. There is basic agreement on a few areas among the

The PRESIDENT: Order! | have a responsibility to different stakeholders; one of those first basic agreements is

maintain the dignity of the council; | am trying to do that. | thatrecreational gambling is legitimate, and | note that the so-
ask that the Hon. Mr Ridgway bear in mind my remarks. called concerned sector has stated that itself. Respected and

TheHon. D.W. RIDGWAY: When the Premier crossed independent bodies, including the Productivity Commission
the floor to vote against his minister in support of exemptiorNd the South Australian Centre for Economic Studies, have
for the clubs, without backbone or conviction to be true to hisindertaken public policy research. They have also agreed that
own legislation, he was again looking for another headlinethe expansion of gaming machine accessibility (both by
We all know that a jellyfish floating in its own comfortable Numbers and venues) has contributed to the increase in
environment is one of nature’s great creations. HoweveProblem gambling. This was cited in the IGA report. It

when you bend down and pick it up, all you have is a handfufPPears that gaming maphir_1es are not necessarily a sybstitute
of spineless slime. for other forms of gambling in that people have not switched

from other areas to gaming machines but they have created

TheHon. J.M.A. LENSINK: | rise to outline some sort their own market. If it becomes a toxic habit, the particular
of position on gaming machines. | have struggled a bit witHfeature of continuous play makes it harder to break.
this issue; there is obviously a great deal of information to be Historically, | am quite sure that, if | had been in this place
read in relation to it, although, in many ways, it is inconclu-when it was first mooted that we introduce them, | would not
sive and some of the research highlights that we do not knolave voted for their introduction. However, that is not the
enough about this issue to know where we are going. | spokguestion that we have before us. In South Australia, there has
earlier this year in favour of the continuation of the freeze been a unique history in the areas where gaming machines
However, at that time, | did not feel enough across the issukave been introduced in that they were made available to
to more comprehensively state a position. hotels and clubs at the same time. The South Australian

Personally, | do not like gaming machines, but the disdairfCentre for Economic Studies points out that the clubs in
and indifference | hold towards them is perhaps a selfish on8outh Australia have a level of 12 per cent, which is marked-
in that | recall some otherwise very good rooms within pubdy different from other jurisdictions in Australia. For the
being taken over by these rather inane machines with theiecord, on that basis, | would not support any moves to put
noise and flashing lights. | am pleased to note that the noisgubs back into the equation, which is not out of any form of
is now less of an issue, although the flashing lights remairpity but purely based on the numbers. Itis also said that the
Like many other people in the community, | do not under-cap in 2001 led to a disproportionate introduction of new
stand their appeal or how people become hooked on them, gaming machines into provincial cities.
why they bother playing them in the first place. The Inde- Asa Liberal, one of the key principles in which | strongly
pendent Gambling Authority report refers to a group ofbelieve is that we are all responsible for our own actions and
people, who are quite prevalent in our community, who ardree to make our own choices as long as they do not harm
against poker machines for the following reason. This relatesthers. So, for this reason, | am not personally concerned
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about gambling, even though it is not an activity that lare in high demand. | am not sure how that measure will
indulge in. According to the South Australian Centre forassist in the aim of reducing in the incidence of problem
Economic Studies, the average South Australian gamingambling.
machine player spends some $470 per annum or $9.07 a In conclusion, there has been a bit of ‘them and us’ in the
week, which is of no concern to me at all. We can all makeway in which this debate has unravelled. | think that the way
judgments about how other people spend their money, arifl which the hotel sector has been treated by this government
this has been quite well articulated by our Liberal parliamenand its ministers, and also the Independent Gambling
tary leader, the Hon. Rob Lucas, who gave a number oAuthority, has been not only unprofessional but also unhelp-
examples on ways in which people may spend money oful in the debate. The hoteliers | personally know are
other forms of entertainment. So, | will not give any further hardworking, honest and responsible people, and | do not
examples. think it assists in achieving a workable solution to make them
As | said, | have a real concern about problem gamblerthe scapegoats in this debate, particularly when we consider
who number more than two per cent of the population othat up to 74 per cent of gaming revenue goes back to the
23 000. Fifteen per cent of gamblers are problem gamblerstate or federal governments through gaming taxes and GST.
and they account for 40 per cent of revenue from gaming One could come to several views on how we should
machines. | have sought some information, which I am yeprogress this issue. The first | will call ‘wind back’, which is
to receive and look forward to receiving, about the psy-let's go back to where we used to be’; if we get rid of
chology of problem gambling which might help me to machines, the problem gambling goes away. The Premier
understand this issue more deeply. However, | suspect thgtve the impression that was a tangible possibility and that
someone would not have a gambling problem unless thengis reduction would be the first step. | have to say that, with
were other underlying issues. In the popular literature, peoplhe 10-year moratorium that has been placed on this bill, that
with addictive personalities are often referred to as those whbas evaporated. Secondly, there is the ‘we must do some-
might be addicted to drugs or alcohol, and | suspect it is somging’ approach, which has become the ‘we must do anything
subset of that. | am yet to be convinced that this bill wouldapproach’ and which is what this bill is before us. The third
do anything about that group of people. approach, which is the one | subscribe to and endorse to
There has been some research and commentary abathers, is the ‘we need to know what the hell we’re doing’
harm minimisation. The consistent message from thapproach.
Productivity Commission and the South Australian Centre for In some ways this bill is win-win for the government
Economic Studies is that there is a lack of research into whajecause, as the Treasury figures show, it loses no revenue and
works. For instance, the South Australian Centre for Econonit still gets the great headline. If this bill gets through, it may
ic Studies has undertaken some research in Victoria into thgive the impression to some people, who do not appreciate
success of self-exclusion and abstinence from gambling aftéfow complex this issue is, that something has been done. |
atwo-year period which is about seven per cent compared tm not interested in letting the government off the hook, if
alcoholics which is much closer to 100 per cent; obvioushit is not going to address the real issues of problem gamblers.
thatis not working. | think that that says there is no evidence  The Productivity Commission’s publication to which |
to support the presumption that counselling is an effectiveeferred earlier, in relation to priorities, states:
measure to counter problem gambling. Yet, we are spending First, there is a burning need for more research on what actually

significant sums on this and on other measures, and we af@rks among the many possible harm minimisation measures. (This
not sure whether it even works; in fact, the evidence says th& particularly important for those which can involve significant
it does not. compliance and other costs.) If we are serious about doing things that

Another area, in which there is no evidence to say that it"® €ffective, rather than just being seen to be doing things—
works, is that of caps. The Productivity Commission’swhich is what this bill is—
publication of 2002, entitled ‘The Productivity Commission’s trialing and testing of different approaches is critical. In many cases,
gambling inquiry: three years on’, states: this needs to be done before measures are introduced. There is a

articular need to devote attention to pre-commitment strategies and

_ The commission was at best ambivalent about caps as a _har?pqe ability to cost effectively harness new technologies.
minimisation mechanism for two reasons. One is that, if binding, A second and related issue is theneed for more follow-up

they impact on the accessibility of services to recreational gambler: nalysis on what forms of remedial treatment (counselling) work

Trhoebéﬁ‘foggnésnnthfiist Jt‘]i:;;ﬁggti‘ém?nss(jg tﬂg"stl';‘g ;;‘g rggtcehn(t)fct’ best. Significant resources are being directed at help services, but
p 0?1 h 19 b 'np o trg ot v is that it Hfere has been little ‘performance auditing’ of programs or detailed
D iard oo T ot o i EriP {cl)sm o dciﬁ%/nalysis of outcomes over time that | am aware of. (This is itself not
p p pres n the pric g g (compoun ithout resource implications, but would nonetheless represent good
problem gamblers’ spending difficulties). Another is that it pro"'desinvestment.)

_strong_lncentlv?s On-lb%tlh the dﬁmand and supply sides of the mofe This leads me to my third priority: the need for much greater
Intensive use of avallable machines. _ transparency about what research is being done and, more important-
I hold some concerns about a provision in this bill in relationly, what results are emerging. Lack of transparency can encourage
to transferability. | believe that non-performing machines will Suspicions that only ‘convenient’ research sees the light of day.

; ; o . My fourth priority, therefore, is the need for governments to
become performing machines, and it will be another hypocrlestablish arrangements designed to promote independent research

tical provision within this bill. The IGA report cites some gnq fifth, much greater coordination in data collection and research
research which comes from Dr Paul Delfabbro of themethodologies across jurisdictions Sixth, there is a need to have
University of Adelaide and which shows that where there isffective arrangements in place to monitor and enforce industry
a high number of machines (that is, 40 machines) the reveng@mpliance.

is generated; and at the low end, where the average numblesim not sure whether that clarifies my position because, in
of machines per venue is nine, there is a much lower level adll honesty, | have not decided how | will vote on this bill. |
revenue. If we have transferability, obviously if thosewill supportthe second reading because I think it is a debate
machines are not generating revenue and the proprietare need to have, but | will be looking very closely at any
decides to offload them, they will go somewhere where thegmendments; in particular, the Hon. David Ridgway men
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tioned smart cards. Certainly I think we need to look at thaproblem gamblers we would have social workers go out,

matter. If we are going to be serious about these things, Welentify them with the industry and do something about them.
need to be objective and realistic, and we cannot just say g other problem with the legislation as it came up from

t\r/]\{fgé%fgﬁ&'v aeuga)/tehgggep?gbnfgm;nt%’ C%r;ltztliﬁgtta?urselves e lower house is that we have created a different set of
rules. We have created one set of rules for the clubs and one
TheHon. J.F. STEFANI: | will be reasonably brief in  set of rules for the hotels. But even worse: we have created
my contribution to this debate. When the poker machinene law for the hoteliers who are for profit and we have
legislation was introduced, | voted against the measure. Quitgreated a different law for the hoteliers who are community
frankly, if we are to address problem gambling or theowned and not for profit. When | examine the proposal that
gambling dollar not being spent on poker machines, the onlgomeone can drive on a road at 60 and someone else must
solution would be to have all poker machines withdrawn, andirive at 50 on the same road with a 60-kilometre limit, | find
that is not going to happen. It is certainly against mythat objectionable, because a hotel for non-profit in a street
principles that operators of businesses who have legitimatelyoo metres down the road from a hotel that is for profit is no
gone out and spent a lot of money, borrowed money fromifferent in its operation. Even though it is a community

banks and improved their premises to make an investment \yned hotel with no profit, the money is still gained from the
what | consider to be a legitimate business activity that wagyme gamblers.

endorsed and in fact promoted by the Labor government— ¢ it i the problem gambler who goes into those hotels,
and with the vote and support of the current Premier M'ke[hey will go into any hotel, so | do not understand the
Rann—should not be supported and allowed to continue. , i, injesthat we adopted in the lower house that say that
Having regard to the process that we have now embark€ge|s that are community owned and non-profit are exempt
on, | think the church and social Welfare groups haV(_a actuallyyom the cull. | just do not understand why we need to make
been conned. The 3000 machines that are going t0 hgceptions of that kind when the laws of parliament should
withdrawn from circulation will not make any difference to |, equal for everyone.
the problem of gambling, particularly because we are making | now turn my attention to the clubs, whose representatives
provisions for the operators of gaming venues to repurchasg,ye |obbied me, and | am sure that honourable members in
machines that are going to be in the trading pool, and thosgyig place have had the same experience. | found it rather
machines will be set at a price of $50 000 each. We argpiactionable that one representative implied that there are
actually creating a false price or a windfall, in some circum-,4'\otes; or financial support, in clubs for the Liberal Party,
stances, for the holding of gaming machine licences by that is why it supports the hoteliers—the inference being
operators who can afford to pay the $50 000 price. that the Liberal Party receives donations. | want to put this
The other issue that | think is important to note is that thQnteresting concept on the record. | reminded that club
problem gamb|erS are there. | th|nk that the Operators of th%presentative that, not so |ong ago, the Rann Labor govern-
hotels and some of the other gaming venues do know whgyent went to a great deal of trouble to accommodate the
they are, and the government could easily address that issggosters Club, and | guess there were votes in the seat of
working closely with some of these people, because the hotgldelaide—and for an honourable member in that seat in
industry is very keen to address that issue and | believe it ignother place. This measure was totally contrary to the
sincere about overcoming some of the problems faced byrinciples of fair play, and it left the Renaissance owner
families who are suffering from a member of the family (where there are only four or five votes in that family) high
gambling their assets and finding themselves destitute. | thinjq dry.
that the identity of these people is easily recognised. When | drew that parallel for that person and said that not only
you have two elderly people gambling at 2 o'clock in thedid we give the Roosters Club a leg up to continue trading
morning in a gaming room and they are the only people injiegally (and the Supreme Court found that to be so) at a
there, | would have thought that the simple answer to thag|ace not so far away from here until the end of May (which
would be for the government and the hotel industry toyas the period of the cap) but we also extended the operation
sensitively approach these people and find out whether they that club until this legislation before us was passed. | am
are lonely, whether there is a social problem and whether the)formed that that created an opportunity for the club to make
have an issue and why they would be gambling at 2 o’cloclgn offer to buy the tavern, but it did not proceed with that bid.
in the morning and being the only people in the gaming roomthjs parliament, and the Rann Labor government, created an
These are the sorts of positive measures that could kgpportunity for that club not only to hold a licence in an
employed, but | guess the government is not prepared to dflegal location but also to negotiate and explore the purchase
that. Itis quite happy to window dress the issue, have 3 008f another 40 machines at the Northern Tavern, relocate its
machines taken out and satisfy the bleating groups of peoplsvn machines to another football club (and | am aware of
who think that all social ills will be reduced because 3 000that as well) and then share the profits that came from the
machines will be withdrawn. | take great exception to somenerger.
of the church groups that are suggesting that that will be the ' |n relation to the proposal that the Liberal Party receives
answer. In fact, if they come to me they will get my very some favoured treatment from the hoteliers and that therefore
strong views on that. The fact is that the government itselft is now standing up for them, | reminded the gentleman of
has admitted that it will have an increased take in gamblinghis set of circumstances. | think he was a bit shocked that |
dollars, and the only risk the Treasurer has said might occuiad this information off pat, but | have reasonable recall on
is at least two or three budgets away. important issues in relation to equity and justice in the
We know that there will be a continuing windfall of community when we pass laws that should be equal for
money coming in to the government’s coffers and theeveryone.
government will be saying ‘It's not our fault: it's the people  In essence, | believe that the legislation is a great mistake.
who gamble.’ The fact is that we are not going to address theam not at all in favour of the cull, but | know that | am one
problem. As | just noted, if there was the will to addressof only a few who hold that view. The legislation is window-
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dressing. It creates two sets of principles and laws for tha freeze, call them evil, promise no tax increase, lead the
community. It creates a position where we are prepared toharge for an increase in tax, support changes as long as they
turn a blind eye to problem gamblers who will go into clubswere identical with the IGA report, ignore IGA report
and spend their money, but at the same time we are sayinngcommendations, promise to visit members of parliament,
that these problem gamblers should not be tempted to go twt visit members of parliament (much to our collective
a hotel, because we will punish the hotels and reduce theielief, | might say), and adopt more positions on this issue
numbers but also give them the opportunity to buy thehan Kevin Sheedy in a losing finals match. So, here we go
machines that the clubs do not want for $50 000 a piecegain.

thereby helping the clubs. The whole concept of this legisla- This bill is one of the more complex pieces of legislation
tion is flawed. The Rann Labor government was obviously have seen since | have been a member of the Legislative
endeavouring to gain some kudos by saying that it wouldCouncil, reminding me very much of the time machine in the
address this issue. In my view, it does not address the reMichael J. Fox movidack to the Future, except with the role
problem—and it is a problem that will continue. of Michael J. Fox being taken up by the Hon. Nick Xenophon

As | mentioned earlier, we will have a hypothetical and the role of the nutty professor being taken up by the
situation where we have clubs without a cull, two hotels inPremier. As presented by the House of Assembly, this bill
the same street—one with a cull and one without—and theeeks to do a number of things:
concept of a law applying to some with one set of rules and (a) section 14A, which freezes the actual number of
another law applying to others with a totally different set. Inmachines, remains in force until superseded, which | have to
addition, | believe that the whole concept of the tradingsay does not normally need to be said in any other legislation
opportunity created by the various proposals is not a sounichave seen. The bill also:
principle when creating laws that are equitable and fair to (b) establishes a new licence called a Club One, which has
everyone. The concept that future licences should be renewedused some murmuring of discontent down Port Adelaide
and in some way subjected to uncertainty is not the way thawvay, given their concern that we could so easily overlook the
businesses normally invest money and operate. Othenagnificent effort of Port Power only a few short weeks ago
businesses operate on the basis that, once they have estaiiere we thought we were Club One;
lished a business base and a sound business operation, as londc) establishes a new form of property which is called a
as they operate within the law they are permitted to continuégaming machine entitlement’ and distributes them amongst
We have created uncertainty for those who have investeahn elite group;
millions of dollars and created a lot of employment—and that  (d) reduces the number of gaming machine entitlements
is a fact that cannot be denied. except for non-profit associations;

As | said earlier, | was against the principle of the (e) establishes a regime for the sale of gaming machine
introduction of poker machines, but they are a reality of ouentitlements which has unique features such as a fixed price
businesses in South Australia and of the government’sf $50 000 and the surrender of a proportion of its entitle-
budget. Without that money coming in, the governmeniments to the Crown, which the bill euphemistically describes
would be in real trouble. | suspect that at the time the Laboas a ‘trading system’;
government introduced it the State Bank disaster was about (f) tells—unlawfully, in my view—parliaments what they
to hit the deck, so they were grabbing for some idea focan and cannot do in relation to gaming machines in the
producing a windfall. The only problem was that theyfuture;
underestimated the windfall they were creating by the (g) tells—unlawfully, in my view—future parliaments
introduction of poker machines and, as a result of the punitivevhat they can and cannot do in relation to gaming machine
measures that they have applied to successful businets;
operators, they have also introduced a tax arrangement that (h) makes some changes where the licensee dies, becomes
hits the more successful businesses. insolvent or bankrupt and relates to issues of disciplinary

With those few words | indicate that | am opposed to theaction and licence applications;
bill itself. | will support the second reading to allow further (i) includes three relatively minor matters concerning
debate, and | am sure there will be plenty of debate as thgroblem gamblers, including a prohibition on extending credit
clauses and amendments are dealt with. The whole concepy licensees and the barring of excessive gamblers and the
of this law in my view is totally flawed. establishment of a code of practice requiring identification of

problem gamblers, the revision of information and the use of
barring of problem gamblers; and

TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: Here we go again; it is (i) further protects the Roosters Club and, more important-
Groundhog Day. Since this first became legislation in 1992ly, their legal adviser, from a claim for damages for negligent
parliament has reconsidered this legislation on more thaadvice so he can run claims against the beleaguered Work-
30 occasions. We have amended this legislation on 13 occ&over system on behalf of already well compensated, broken
sions; had parliamentary inquiries; had education sessiompwn AFL players.
from a number of people, including the Hon. Nick Xenophon;  So, what we have here is a significant piece of legislation
and had regular visits from various lobbyists who patientlythat attracts some media attention. It is simple, really. If it
sit in the gallery watching us perform on more than an annualere not such a serious and important issue, we would all be
basis. We have had Productivity Commission reports anthe laughing-stock of legislators throughout the world.
reports from welfare agencies, government task forcesndeed, someone described this piece of legislation in terms
academics, gaming machine operators and the Independasitthe legislative world as being what the P76 was to the
Gambling Authority, led by that funny little Victorian motor industry. Just so people understand what | have just
barrister, Stephen Howells SC. said, | indicate that | will be opposing the second reading of

We have had the Hon. Mike Rann, now Premier of thisthis bill. This bill and the Independent Gambling Authority
state, support their introduction, oppose tax increases, suppantmy view seek to con people in this state into thinking that
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something will happen that will make some difference to thisconcrete quite illegally—and I will come to that in a minute.
vexedissue of problem gambling in this state. In fact, whatWhat an extraordinary state we live in that no one in the
this bill will do is enrich a select group of publicans, establishmedia is standing up and saying that this piece of legislation
a market that cannot and will not work in gaming machiness an absolute con, and no one is standing up and saying this
and fiddle around the edges when it comes to the issue @ all about some simple headline.

problem gambling. | think the figures themselves, both past  Thjs bill is to problem gamblers what Lasseter’s reef of
and future, will amply demonstrate this. gold is to gold prospectors. It is the equivalent of an ashtray
Let me explain what | mean by that. Every single Treasunbn a motorbike, and the passage of this bill will not be
estimate for every single year since poker machines hawvstfective in dealing with problem gambling. In this respect,
come in has been underestimated; whether or not deliberatgt me ask this question of the government: by what measure
it does not matter, but it has always provided the governmenjoes this government propose to determine whether this
with a buffer so it can provide itself with some discretionary egislation will be effective in, to quote the minister, ‘address-
spending. Secondly, | understand from what we are told thahg problem gambling’? In that respect, | invite members of
without this piece of legislation revenue is predicted tothis place to state their views on this series of questions that
increase by 5.5 per cent next year. | will ask on clause 1:
Inthe context of this bill, the magnificent achievementfor 1 gy \what measure can we assess whether this legislation
this parliarpﬁn'[(jwill be tE.e cheﬁpes_t hea?llinq tr|1a'g Mikbe Rangyj| address problem gambling?
ever gets if he does achieve this piece of legislation, because . P :
he will lose 0.5 per cent of that increase. What are we goin 2. Ca}?n we measure it by a reduction in net gaming
to lose as a consequence of this cheap headline? This is t e enue: o
most banal and cynical piece of politics that | have seen since 3- Can we see any reduction in the tax take of the
| have been in this parliament. | must be a speed readéfovernment?
because, unlike the Hon. Rob Lucas, | did not have to situp 4. What can be said to comprise or result in an improve-
until 4.30 to read what happened in another place to delivement as a consequence of these measures?
this elephant of a piece of legislation; I sat up only untilhalf- | know that nothing in this bill will give a positive answer
past three last night. in relation to any of these questions. The disappointing thing
I will go back to the very beginning of this piece of aboutthe pee weak bloody media in this state is that not one
legislation. In introducing the bill on 15 September 2004—of those questions has been put to the Premier or, indeed, the
which is the day before my birthday, so it was not ruined—Minister for Gambling. On not one occasion have they been
the minister justified this legislative measure by stating theequired to honestly answer those questions, and on not one
following: occasion has there been any critical analysis applied to any
The authority [Independent Gambling Authority] concluded thatanswer that they might give. As a consequence of this
there is a causal relationship between accessibility of gamingegislation, all we have is a headline, a feel-good experience
machines and problem gambling. and, perhaps, an extra vote—I am talking about electorally—
The authority never said why; it never justified that there wa®r, indeed, a positive opinion poll. But there is no real change
some causal nexus between the availability of machines arfé¢garding problem gamblers, and every member in this and

problem gambling. The minister went on and said: the other place who | have talked to privately acknowledges
The recommendations of its gaming machine numbers report at@at. With the greatest respect to the Hon. Nick Xenophon,
formulated to achieve that resulit. even he acknowledges that, if we pass this bill unamended,

| assume that is to reduce accessibility on the basis that thfﬂe effects on problem gambling will be marginal.

would reduce problem gambling. The minister went on and We will get this bill through parliament and we will walk
said: out there and say, ‘Haven't we done a wonderful job for

. . . . . a i
The authority believes there is support in the evidence that suc| roblem gamblers®’ until we come back next week and have

action, when implemented with other current gambling reformtO Start dealing with the problem again. Thatis why | say that
measures, will be effective in addressing problem gambling. when we deal with this legislation it is groundhog day. It is

The editor ofThe Advertiser might have come down in the about time that some of us, particularly some of us in this

last shower and welfare groups in this state might have com@ace; sat down and said, ‘No; enough is enough. Let's deal

down in the last shower, but everybody in this place knows—With this properly. Let's deal with this in a serious and

whether it be in the bars, in the corridors or out there in th€NSiPle way. Perhaps we need to deal with this on the eve of
community—that every single measure in relation to the?n €lection period. Lets deal with problem gamblers and
reduction of gaming machines that is proposed in this bill willProPlem gambling on the cusp of an election. Let's make it
make absolutely not one bit of difference to the issue ofN €l€ction issue.
problem gambling. Even the Hon. Nick Xenophon concedes | have some views about that which | will come to later.
that this is all about dealing with problem gambling. | ask every single member in this place whether they really
At the end of the day, itis my view that this is a con andth|nk this Wlllmake any difference at a" lam abSO|ute|y con-
a sham, and it will deliver absolutely nothing to the state ofvinced that, if members answered this honestly, they would
South Australia. | have to say that the great disgrace on th&dy, ‘No, it won't make much difference.” If you ask any
part of the media in this state and, in particuldhe €xpert—and | do not include the Independent Gambling
Advertiser, is that they sit there and write editorials sayingAuthority in this category or that very ordinary Victorian
that we must pass this bill because this will make a differencBarrister who seeks at every twist and turn to avoid the effect
to problem gambling, and at the same time blindingly ignoreof freedom of information—they will also say the same thing.
that the other house wants to preserve this non-event, this I turn now to the bill itself. | have already said it is a mess,
particular piece of legislation, which makes absolutely ndbut |1 acknowledge that this bill, despite my vote, will
difference to problem gambling, but wants to preserve it inprobably proceed to the committee stage, where | will be
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supporting or initiating amendments to the following effect: numbers of machines, it really does not make any difference.
(a) I will support the establishment of Club One, althoughlf you really want to make a difference in this state in relation
I have reservations as to whether it will succeed or whetheto the number of machines, we would need to take them back
it will deliver the benefits its proponents believe it will. to 1 000 or 2 000 and, at the end of the day, that would mean
(b) 1 have not made up my mind how | will vote on we would have to sit here and play God as to who got what
whether or not clubs which currently have 40 machinesnachine. It will make no difference. However, what will
should be required to reduce their entitement to 32 machinemake a difference in terms of problem gamblers will be a
I must say that the way in which | was dealt with in relation smart card system in which the poker machine system would
to the Roosters Club not some short time ago might havbecome cashless.
some influence on that. However, | do think that clubs with  Those people who wanted to play poker machines,
fewer than 32 machines should not be required to hand backhether it be you, Mr President, or me, would have to
machines. determine at some stage how much we were prepared to lose.
(c) I do not agree with (and will not support the creationIf we made that decision as to how much we were prepared
of) a new property right called a gaming machine entitlementto lose and, having lost that sum of money—and you are
I will oppose any concept of transferability of machines, withprobably luckier than | am, Mr President, and probably would
the exception of clubs, provided it is done with no considernot have to confront that decision—there would be a gap in
ation—whether it be for the public good in one area or thaime before we made another decision about when we would
public good in the other area, from a macro-economic viewose that money. That is the only thing | have seen on the
or from where we sit in this parliament makes no differencehorizon in terms of dealing with poker machines that might
If the clubs are serious about benefiting their communityadequately deal with problem gambling.
they will make community benefit decisions. They will either | was fortunate enough to serve on the task force following
hand over their club licences to another club, or they willthe first freeze, and it is a freeze | now regret having support-
hand them back. That will be the limitation of any transfera-ed, given what has happened. It is probably the biggest
bility as far as clubs are concerned. mistake | have made in terms of a conscience—and con-
(d) 1 will not support any measure that purports to bindscious—decision since | have been in this parliament, given
future parliaments. | believe that such clauses are at worsthe performance of the Independent Gambling Authority.
unconstitutional and at best illusory and misleading. That is the only thing | can see on the horizon that might
(e) 1 do not support any freeze in numbers. Despite twadequately address problem gambling.
years of work, the Independent Gambling Authority has At the end of the day, if you want to deal with these
failed to present a case that a freeze will have any publitssues, you can talk about clocks on walls and slowing down
benefit. Indeed, as evidenced by this legislation, it will caus¢he pace of the machines. | do not want to excite the Hon.
great public detriment. Nick Xenophon, but you can even talk about getting rid of
() 1 believe that the Independent Gambling Authority people who smoke out of gaming venues, and that would
should be subject to freedom of information legislation, andnclude me. However, if you really want to focus on problem
I will move to remove its exemption. gamblers, the simple way to do it is to ensure that all
(g) I will move an amendment which will require the gamblers make a conscious decision, before they embark
Independent Gambling Authority to report back to thisupon gambling, about how much they are prepared to lose.
parliament on the benefits of introducing compulsory use off you deal with that issue, it really does not matter whether
smart cards. you have 100 or 200 machines or 40 or 20 machines, because
Inrelation to each of the above issues, with the exceptioit makes absolutely no difference. People make a conscious,
of one, | do not propose to make any comments until thénformed decision prior to losing their money about how
committee stage. On a personal note, my wife is due to havauch money they are going to lose.
our son when the committee stage is being debated, and | may All the rest of this stuff is strings and ceiling wax. It is
not be able to participate in the committee stage to the extembout whether we will be back here next year dealing with
I would like, probably much to the relief of many people in this. We will have 47 House of Assembly members all acting
the state of South Australia and my colleagues. | am sure théike a dog in a cattle yard, peeing on every tyre they can see
members and others will understand and forgive me foand making their own contribution. At the end of the day, it
giving that personal event some degree of priority. is all about an individual punter being able to make their own
However, | will comment on the issue of the smart card.decision. If he wants to bet his house on it, so be it; let him
I have to say that the Centre for Economic Studies has dortget his house, but as long as he does it in a conscious and
more in terms of providing real and tangible information, atdeliberate way. | have heard the Hon. Nick Xenophon talk
no cost to the South Australian state taxpayer, albeit at somabout the bells and whistles, and he may well be right. They
cost to the provincial cities’ ratepayers, that makes moréave not sucked me in. | am too preoccupied about what
sense than anything | have seen from this trumped-up bloodycehorse is going to win the next race. If | can make a
Victorian barrister who currently runs the IGA. Because ofconscious decision as | make a bet on a racehorse about how
the complexity and the convolution of the process, | do notnuch | am prepared to lose, and | can do that carefully and
accept this whole process of transfer of machines withinn a considered way, at the end of the day, | think that might
regional centres. Even the figures | have been given ideal with problem gambling.
relation to that issue indicate that some machines can have a What | will not support is a con job, which is what this bill
net gaming revenue of something in the order of $112 000 tes. ‘We are getting rid of 3 000 machines. We are going to
$120 000 per machine in some places in this state, and thatake sure that we cannot touch this industry for another
can drop down to $30 000 per machine in other places in thi0 years. That is an absolute con, because any constitutional
state. In Victoria, | am told that that can climb as high aslawyer knows that the next parliament, if it wants to do
$200 000 per machine. something, will do it; and so it should. It is presumptive of
If you really look at those figure, and when you are talkingus to suggest that we can bind a future parliament in the
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absence of any referendum of the people. members who contributed to the debate, did not just make up

With those few comments, | express an abiding sense dhese recommendations, as has been suggested by some
disappointment in the Independent Gambling Authoritymembers. If the Premier and the other ministers have had all
which has to be the worst statutory authority. It is thethis attributed to them by members opposite, was the IGA in
authority that has let down this parliament more than anysome way a creature of the current Premier? No, it certainly
other authority that | have seen since | have been here.was not. | remind members that the IGA was established by
would hope that we could just focus our minds on what wethe Olsen Liberal government with the support of the hotels
might be able to do on the eve of an election in terms ofind clubs to give exactly this type of researched independent
dealing with problem gamblers. The publicans and clubs aradvice. If it was driven by anyone, it was driven by premier
running lawful businesses, so let us focus on the probler®Isen; premier Olsen put it forward. Yet some members
gamblers. That is my view on this issue. | do not expect to bepposite are attributing everything to the Premier. The IGA
popular with some of the comments that | have made. was premier Olsen’s creation. He was the one who said, ‘We

have to have this.’

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Industry and What happened was that we had a freeze introduced on the
Trade): It is my intention to seek leave to conclude my number of poker machines. | opposed all those things; |
remarks at the end of my comments, and there are somgposed the freeze, and | opposed those measures, but it was
technical reasons for that. | understand that the Hon. Nickhe will of this council, the majority of members in this
Xenophon wishes to move amendments. He has circulategbuncil and the other place, that the IGA be established and
some of them but he needs to provide notice so, in order fahat there be a freeze on machines until the IGA completed
that to take place, | will seek leave to conclude my remarksts report. It was May 2001 when it came before this parlia-
at the end of my comments. ment that we would have these measures. | well recall that

Much has been said about this bill. As someone who wag/hen the bill came to this council | called a division on it.
there at the beginning as a member of the House of Assembihis council at the time rejected the measures that premier
at the time that poker machines were first introduced into thi®lsen had strongly supported. It went back to the house and
state, | find the reinventing of this debate rather remarkabléhe house disagreed with it, and the motion, which has led to
as it has come towards us tonight. It is quite extraordinarywhat we have seen before us today, came back to the
Some of the newer members to this council are obviously egislative Council from the House of Assembly.
completely unaware of the history; in particular, the history  When the vote was taken no-one, including the Hons Rob
of how the Independent Gambling Authority was set up inLucas, Caroline Schaefer and 1, called for a division; it went
this place. | would like to put it on the record because thehrough on the voices. To that extent | am complicit, but so
misinformation that has come forward is quite extraordinaryare all the other members in relation to the establishment of

The bill that the government introduced into the House othe IGA. | do not know that it was the smartest move | ever
Assembly comprised the Independent Gambling Authority’smade in letting that through but, unlike others, | accept
recommendations in full. That was the bill that the govern+esponsibility for it. | played my part, even if my part was by
ment introduced into the parliament. Of course, what we seiaction, but | played my part in the establishment of it and
in this place has been amended via the House of Assemblyam prepared to accept the consequences. As a result of the
and, given that it is a conscience vote, members from albrocess, which was supported by the majority of members of
parties and the Independents have had their say on the bill parliament, the IGA as established. It was told to do certain
it has come to us. Obviously, the bill is quite different in things—and it has done that; and the bill which the govern-
many respects to the bill that originated in the House oment introduced is the IGA's recommendations in full. That
Assembly. Again, | find it quite extraordinary that certainis the simple history of it.
members, particularly from the opposition, are attributing Whatever members opposite say about it, that is the
everything that has happened to the Premier. On matters suhlstory of what happened. It was not something the Premier
as this, if members do not like the bill in its current form, theydreamed up. If members opposite do not like it, they have the
need to take it up with all those members of the House obpportunity to vote against it. Let us not try to pretend that
Assembly and ask them why they voted they way they didthis bill in some way is a creature of the current Premier, or
Nevertheless, that is democracy and, just as this counadlven that the IGA is a creature of the current Premier. It is
might have a collective view about what it thinks shouldpremier Olsen’s creation. That is the reality of it.
happen, so has the House of Assembly. The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting:

Let me continue with the history of this. The Independent The PRESIDENT: Order!

Gambling Authority took evidence from all interested parties TheHon. P. HOLL OWAY: Still members opposite are
and reviewed and commissioned research to prepare iteenying history.

report. Following that extensive process, it recommended that The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting:

problem gambling should be addressed by reducing access The PRESIDENT: Order! The Hon. Mr Redford, that

to gambling through reducing machines and the number adutburst was an outrageous and unparliamentary perform-
gaming venues. That is really the purpose behind the bill thadnce. You have made two fairly valuable contributions
is before us. It was not just about reducing numbers, but ifonight. You are just destroying your own credibility by
was reducing access through reducing both machines and tbarrying on in such a manner. You are doing it out of order
number of gaming venues; that is the formula that endeaand | am warning you not to continue along that line.

oured to achieve that objective. TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: Those comments speak for

The IGA recommended the cut in machine numbers in linghemselves, just like the debate we had earlier today. Frankly,
with the formula in the bill, and that transferability of | am not worried about it because the Liberal opposition is
machines be introduced to enable a reduction in gamintelling the public of South Australia, time and again, that they
venues. Those IGA recommendations are now before théo not deserve to be elected; they are not fit to be elected;
council. The Premier, cabinet and ministers, and indeed othéney are a disgrace as a political party; they are disgraceful
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in their behaviour; they have no morality; they behave indifferences in net gaming revenue per machine in 2003-04

hypocritical ways. Please: go on doing it; go on showing thébetween regions. Taking the geographic region, for the
people of South Australia what you are like. We will facilitate metropolitan area the net gaming revenue per machine is
it. Make your rude comments, bag people, behave in 857 903; for provincial cities, $39 213; and for other areas,

disgusting way to individuals: we will putit all on record and $26 617. The total is $48 525 net gaming revenue per
let the people of South Australia make a decision—and theyhachine.

will keep you where you are for years and where you belong! - 1 neyt question asked by the Hon. Nick Xenophon was:

An honourable member interjecting: what is the spatial distribution of gaming machines between
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: Now, that is the sortof thing - the metropolitan area, provincial cities and other areas? | am
we have. People who have been appointed to do jobs ggyised that the distribution of gaming machines between the
maligned in that disgraceful way. Keep on doing it, if you specified regions in 2003-04 is as follows. In the metropolitan
want to, but you are the ones who will suffer: we will notbe 5165 318 venues and 9 604 machines: provincial cities, 74
part of it. _ ) ) venues, 2 082 machines; other areas, 207 venues with 3 226
_Let me continue to address some issues raised by the Hopachines. The total is 599 venues with 14 912 machines. The
Nick Xenophon during the debate. The Hon. Nick Xenophom e question asked by the Hon. Nick Xenophon is: what do
asked the question: has a survey been taken on the numbertﬂgtop 3 000 gaming machines earn compared to the bottom
venues wishing to sell machines? | can confirm that N% 100 machines? | am informed that in 2003-04 the 3 000

surveys have been undertaken on the number of venues thal ..o the state’s largest net gaming revenue machine
will choose to avail themselves of the ability to sell gaming tels and clubs earned $300.6 million. 41.5 per cent of the
machine entitlements. | am advised that, also, no surveys a| tal net . Thi : ' t'$§9 1 mil
currently planned. The decision to sell would be a matter o otainét gaming revenue. 1his compares (o -+ mitlion or

choice for individual venues. | understand that a number o-4 Per cent for the 3 000 machines in the smallest net gaming
venues have indicated to various government agencies th§Venue gaming machine venues.
they wish to sell gaming entittements when that option The next question asked by the Hon Nick Xenophon was:
becomes available. does the Treasury budget estimate of a reduction in NGR
The second question was: what does the government s&@jowth from 5.5 per cent per annumto 5 per cent per annum
the transferability model will do with respect to reducing thetake into account the reduction in gaming machine numbers?
number of venues? The ability to transfer gaming machinek understand that the budget estimates do provide for a
enables hotels and clubs to exit the gaming industry fogeneral reduction in rates of growth and gambling expendi-
financial return. Without this mechanism, venues would havéure as outlined by the Hon. Mr Xenophon. This reduction is
no incentive to cease their gaming operations. The IGAa provision as a result of the range of responsible gambling
however, considers that closing venues is integral to reducingeasures introduced, including machine reductions and
accessibility and problem gambling. Its report envisages thahandatory advertising and responsible gambling codes of
smaller, less profitable venues will take this opportunity topractice. The Risk Statement in the 2004-05 state budget
exit the industry. acknowledges the proposed reduction in gaming machines in
The third question asked by the Hon. Nick Xenophon washotels and clubs as a matter that is a revenue risk to the
Wha.t is the effect on problem gambling of specific venuegudget.
ggzlr?tngi\lllhfonp(Jetrklg(;rYtig\Lljv(eesr Ci?jég Ir?étg ::jeif?é?ei:](lg(\),vt?%: This highlights the uncertainty of the potential impact of
levels of problem gambling? | am informed that the govern- ('js. r_:leaTure. Ihunotl1erstan_d that thh_e behgwoural respgnse .Of
ment has not undertaken any work on the impact that closinfjéividuals to the change in machine and venue numbers Is
of individual venues will have on problem gambling. Based 'ff'CUIt_ to p_redlct. Gamlng_machlne expendl'gure estlmate_s
on the evidence available to it, the IGA recommended thaf@ve historically been particularly problematic and there is
this was an important step to reduce problem gambling. ThEOt @ high degree of certainty about the impact. It remains
bill includes provision for a review of this measure in two true that, if this measure does reduce problem gambling, it
years, and that analysis will clearly assist in determining thavill reduce revenue.
extent of the impact. | note that the IGA has already commis- The final question asked by the Hon. Nick Xenophon was:
sioned the National Institute of Labor Studies to review then forming budget estimates, | understand that Treasury also
impact of this and other harm minimisation measures. looked at demographics of gambling. How was that done? |
The next question asked by the Hon. Nick Xenophon wasam advised that growth in gaming machine expenditure has
what is the net gaming revenue for machines for venues aind is projected to continue to grow at rates in excess of
various specified sizes? | am advised that the following tabl@rojected growth in household disposable income. No
shows the information requested for the 2003_)-04 finanCiaépecific demographic or other modelling or analysis is
year. For the venue category of one to 10 gaming machinegyailable to explain the cause of the continued strong growth.
the net gaming revenue (NGR) per machine was $13 952; fofreasury budget papers have previously indicated that
11 to 20 gaming machines, $19 320; for 21 to 28 gamingontinuing demographic consumption trends of above
machines, $23 075; for 29 to 35 gaming machines, $29 804ji5h5sable income growth would continue to be assumed.

and for 36 to 40 gaming machines, $61 940. The total—I )
guess that is an average—average net gaming revenue per' trust that that addresses those questions asked by the
machine, $48 525. Hon. Nick Xenophon. As | indicated at the opening of my

The next question asked by the Hon. Nick Xenophon wag€marks, | now seek leave to conclude my remarks later so

what is the difference in net gaming revenue for machines fofat the Hon. Nick Xenophon has the opportunity to move
the metropolitan area, provincial cities and other areas? THéhatever resolution he needs to before the second reading
following table has been provided to me, which indicates the/ote is taken, which I hope will be some time tomorrow.
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Leave granted; debate adjourned.
ADJOURNMENT

At 10 p.m. the council adjourned until Thursday
11 November at 2.15 p.m.



