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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

Thursday 11 November 2004

The PRESIDENT (Hon. R.R. Roberts) took the chair

at 2.15 p.m. and read prayers.

GENETICALLY MODIFIED CROPS

A petition signed by 79 residents of South Australia,
concerning the Genetically Modified Crops Management Ac

TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: On 25 October the Premier and
the Minister for Health issued a joint press statement headed
‘$25 million AAA boost for health.” In that statement Premier
Rann is quoted as follows:

Premier Mike Rann says that a mid-financial year $25 million
boost to health care funding, approved by cabinet this morning, is
one of the dividends of the government’s recent achievement of a
AAA credit rating.

On 27 October there was a joint press release from Premier
Rann and minister Lomax-Smith headed ‘$40.6 million AAA
poost for state’s schools’. The first sentence states:

2004 and praying that the council will amend the Genetically Premier Mike Rann has today announced a $40.6 million boost

Modified Crops Management Act 2004 to remove section
of that act, was presented by the Hon. lan Gilfillan.

Petition received.
PAPERS TABLED

The following papers were laid on the table:

By the Minister for Industry and Trade (Hon. P.

Holloway)—

0 the state’s schools, the second dividend delivered in the wake of
he government achieving a AAA credit rating for SA.
Further, a number of ministers have made extravagant claims
in relation to these issues, and | refer to just one. The
Attorney-General (Hon. Michael Atkinson) on 26 October
said:

... well, what it means is that taxpayers should be paying less
money in interest on government debt because we're a better risk

now and we got the first pay-off today because the government was
able . . this morning cabinet decided to put an extra $25 million into

Basin Salinity Management Strategy 2001-15—Ministerialthe health budget . that is really a consequence of the AAA rating.

Council Resolution

By the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs and Recon-

ciliation (Hon. T.G. Roberts)—
Reports, 2003-04—

Arid Areas Catchment Water Management Board

Carrick Hill Trust

Clare Valley Water Resources Planning Committee

Country Arts SA

Department for Administrative and Information
Services

Department of Education and Children’s Services—
Children’s Services

Environment Protection Authority

Environment Protection Authority—the Administration
of the Radiation Protection and Control Act 1982

Eyre Peninsula Catchment Water Management Board

General Reserves Trust

History Trust of South Australia

Libraries Board of South Australia

Northern Adelaide and Barossa Catchment Water
Management Board

Onkaparinga Catchment Water Management Board

Pastoral Board of South Australia

Patawalonga Catchment Water Management Board

Privacy Committee of South Australia

River Murray Catchment Water Management Board

South Australian Soil Conservation Council

South Australian-Victorian Border Groundwaters
Agreement Review Committee

South Australian Youth Arts Board

South East Catchment Water Management Board

My questions are:

1. What advice has the Department of Treasury and
Finance given about the level of annual interest savings in the
general government sector as a result of moving to the AAA
credit rating? Does the Treasurer deny that the advice from
Treasury is that the annual savings are less than $5 million
per annum?

2. Have Rann government ministers—and, in particular,
| have instanced the example of the Attorney-General (Hon.
Mr Atkinson)—misled the South Australian community when
they claim:

... well, what it means is that taxpayers should be paying less
money in interest on government debt because we're a better risk
now and we got the first pay-off today because the government was
able . . this morning cabinet decided to put an extra $25 million into
the health budget . that is really a consequence of the AAA credit
ratlng.

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Industry and
Trade): One can understand the gall of the former treasurer,
the treasurer who was incapable of putting the finances of this
state into accrual balance. One can understand how frustrated
he must be that, within 2Y2 years, this government was able
to achieve the AAArating and it has achieved ahead of
schedule accrual balance. Of course, this morning we had
some very good figures in relation to unemployment in this
state. The total employment in South Australia has risen to
a record high. Is it any wonder that the Leader of the

South Eastern Water Conservation and Drainage BoardDpposition is frustrated and would try to—

The Department of Water, Land and Biodiversity
Conservation

Torrens Catchment Water Management Board

Water Well Drilling Committee

Wilderness Protection Act

Zero Waste SA.

QUESTION TIME

CREDIT RATING

TheHon. R.I. LUCAS (Leader of the Opposition): |

The Hon. RK. Sheath interjecting:

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: Yes, he obviously has a
great deal of trouble dealing with this. | would have thought
that every South Australian would welcome the fact that this
state has now achieved its AAA credit financial rating—

TheHon. J.S.L. Dawkins: Why is it so important?

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: Because we balance the
budgets, that is why. Unlike the previous government that
sold $6 billion of assets—

Members interjecting:

TheHon. P. HOLL OWAY: Let me repeat this—

seek leave to make a brief explanation before asking the An honourable member interjecting:
minister representing the Treasurer a question about the AAA TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: Yes. | repeat: the previous

credit rating.
Leave granted.

government, over its eight years (from the early 1990s
through to 2002), sold about $6 billion worth of assets in this



522 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL Thursday 11 November 2004

state and debt was reduced by $4 billion. Members opposite 3. When will the Attorney-General correct and apologise
like to talk about asset sales, but one needs to look at the nfetr the false statements he has made in reference to Associate
figure. I am happy to remind this council on every occasiorProfessor Tony Thomas?
about the asset sales over that period and for which members The Hon. P. HOLL OWAY (Minister for Industry and
opposite like to take credit. Mind you, it does not take tooTrade): | will refer those questions to the Attorney-General.
much talent to put up a for sale sign—and they even mucketthink there have been motions in this council, and | believe
that up. When they tried to sell the electricity assets, we knowhat the previous attorney, the Hon. Trevor Griffin, was also
what a botch they made of that. It cost us at leasasked questions about Dr Colin Manock.
$110 million to do it; and, of course, we had to come backto TheHon. R.D. Lawson: He has not been in office for two
this parliament on a number of occasions because thgears. This is about evidence that was given early this week.
previous treasurer stuffed up the process— TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: The shadow attorney has
An honourable member interjecting: confirmed the fact that this issue has been around for a long

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: And of course, yes, we have time. | am sure there has been plenty of—
the TAB. What a disaster that was. This government has TheHon. R.D. Lawson: Since Monday of this week.
brought the budget into balance by reducing spending. Of TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: Yes, but the issues are
course, members opposite are continually attacking thiessentially the same. This issue has been around for a long
government over areas where they would like to increaséime. | will refer the question to the Attorney-General and
spending. At the next election, which is not that far away, thdring back a response.
public will have a choice. They can go back to the past—back
to privatisation and over-spending, back to big budget deficits MARKET ACCESS PROGRAM
and reduced financial responsibility—or they can stick with ! .
the current government, which has been able to restore the ' €Hon. JSL. DAWKINS: | seek leave to make a brief
state's AAA financial rating because it has managed t(gzxplana.'uon before asking the Minister for Industry and Trade
balance the budget and keep its spending under control 8 duéstion about the market access program.

believe that is really all that needs to be said in relation to the -€@ve granted. ,
leader’s question. TheHon. J.S.L. DAWKINS: The Office of Trade has

recently established a market access program, or MAP, under
TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: | have a supplementary question the guidance of the Export Council. The stated aim of MAP

arising out of the answer, Mr President. is to support overseas trade missions and help develop the
The Hon. A.J. Redford: What answer? export capability of small and medium enterprises in South

L ' ) Australia. The Office of Trade is promoting the program as

TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: Well, the attempted answer. Does . . . .
’ being designed to incorporate elements of previous programs
the Leader of the Government acknowledge that the two mostio g newgconsolidateg fund with commoFr)1 guideliﬁesgand

significant factors identified by economic and f'nanc'alprocedures. However, the time lines developed for the

commentators in terms of the AAA credit rating, returned to - :
. . ' rogram indicate that applicants can apply, for example, for
the state after it had been lost by the previous Labor gover 1n event in late July by 15 June, yet for an event in early July

ment, have been the reduction of debt as a result of t :
electricity privatisation and the almost $1 billion extra in GSWb?ueeS?%ﬂ;CZPé. needs to apply three months before. My

payments—policy decisions which both he and the Rann 1. Will the minister indicate why regional development

government opposed? ] . boards and similar groups organising proposed trade missions
TheHon. P.HOLLOWAY: | have already dealtwith the ' ¢ |imited to including producers from only one commodity
guestion of asset sales and the asset performance of t Foup for each mission?

previous government—S$6 billion in sales, $4 billion off debt. = 5 Why are the time lines rigidly constrained to three-
month blocks?
MANOCK, DR C. 3. Will he also explain why funding for trade mission
i .. groups, organised by RDBs and reputable industry bodies, is
The H.on. R.D. LAWS.ON' l seek. Igave to make a.brlef made available only after the event and, indeed, after the
explanation before asking the minister representing th?eceipt of a post-activity report?
Attorney-General a question about Dr Colin Manock. The Hon. P. HOL L OWAY (M inister for Industry and
Leave granted. _ ~ Trade): The short answer is: accountability. Whenever
~TheHon. R.D. LAWSON: It was widely reported earlier government gives money to any group, one expects some
this week that Dr Colin Manock appeared before the Medicaheasure of accountability to ensure that those funds have
Board this week and gave evidence. It has also been reportgden expended in an appropriate way and in accordance with
that in the course of that evidence Dr Manock made statehe objectives of the program.

ments which are incompatible with, or at least at odds with, TheHon. J.SL. Dawkins: So, you don't have confidence
evidence.given by him in at least one earlier criminal trial.jn the bodies organising them.
My questions are: TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: It is accountability. What
1. Has the Attorney-General seen the evidence ofnore does one say? There has to be some level of accounta-
Dr Manock or received a briefing on its effect? If so, whatbility for the expenditure of money at least to ensure that the
action does the Attorney-General propose to take in relatiomoney has been expended in an appropriate way, and | would
to that evidence? have thought that was fairly obvious. It is not as though it is
2. In any event, will the Attorney-General request that thea particularly onerous task. | would have thought it standard
Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions prepare a reporpractice across all governments—state and federal—that there
on the evidence given by Dr Manock and its effect on anybe at least some measure of accountability in relation to the
criminal proceedings? expenditure of those funds. The amount of money allocated
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is divided over the year into three-month blocks. Of course, CORRECTIONAL SERVICES, RECIDIVISM
if one particular industry group or company eligible for the

grant is unsuccessful in one block, it has the option to apply TheHon. J. GAZZOLA: | seek leave to make a brief
in another quarter. statement before asking the Minister for Correctional
The MAP program began on 1 July this year. SomeServices a question about re-offending.
interim arrangements applied in relation to missions previous- Leave granted.
ly undertaken by some groups, such as CITCSA. Aswe move TheHon.J. GAZZOLA: | understand that South
into this new program, an assessment will be made by aAustralia has a very low rate of recidivism compared to other
independent body within the Export Council and it will look states. Will the minister inform the council whether this is
at how the new program functions. Recently, the commontrue, and whether there is any evidence to support this view?
wealth government made some announcements in relation to TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Correctional
increasing the amount of money available under its schem&ervices): | thank the honourable member for his question.
We have not seen any details following the election, but IYes; it is true that, for the past two years in succession, South
think there is a promise of something like $30 million extraAustralian Correctional Services has had the lowest return to
that the commonwealth has agreed to make available. So, opeison rate in Australia. For those of you who may not know
hopes that will reach down into the smaller groups that th¢he full implications of this statistic and how it has been
MAP program was intended to target so that we can ensur@rived at, | will explain.
that the money in this state goes further. Every year in its report on government services, the
We will look at the performance of the MAP program ascommonwealth government compares data that it receives
it progresses to see whether we can make any improvemerftom every Australian correctional jurisdiction. One of the
in its operation. Certainly, there are far more requests fofactors measured is the return to prison rate. It has been
funding under the scheme, and the number of applicantsubject to questions in this council. The return to prison rate
significantly exceeds the money available. | have just writteris, arguably, one of the most important statistics collected,
to a group that has successfully achieved funding in the pagiven that it indicates, to some degree, a measure of the
week or so. | believe that the scheme is working successfullgffectiveness of each jurisdiction to reduce re-offending. The
We will certainly look at those timing operations. | have fact that South Australia has performed best in this area in
discussed that issue with officers in the Office of Trade andhustralia over the past two reporting periods is a credit to the
with a number of people outside who are familiar with thisstaff of the department who, in a lot of cases, work unherald-
area to see whether the scheme is working as well as it mightd; they are severely and unnecessarily criticised.
and we will certainly continue to do that. From the evidence As we have seen in this chamber, it is all too easy to attack
we have, at this stage the scheme is working well. and criticise corrections staff and its managers. | hope that the
public pays due heed; they do not criticise us a lot in this
TheHon. J.SL. DAWKINS: | have a supplementary council, but there are days when they do. The staff have the
question arising from the answer. In that assessment of thhankless task of managing and making daily decisions about
scheme, will the minister recommend that consideration beome of the most difficult and violent members of our
given to allowing missions to include members of more tharcommunity under the critical eye of the media, the
one commodity group at a time? community and members of this council and the other place.
TheHon. P. HOLL OWAY: Under the eligibility criteria TheHon. A.J. Redford: And the opposition.
there are a number of ways that this is available. It is TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: And the opposition, as the
obviously available to both individuals and groups that carhonourable member points out. Any decision made that is
put together at least six. unacceptable to any part of the community is generally
The Hon. J.SL. Dawkins interjecting: widely reported and criticised. There seems to be a morbid
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: Well, the point is that, if fascination with those areas within the prison system. It is
there are more than six in one particular commodity and itlisappointing and it is a matter of fact that—
there is another group that wishes to go on the same mission, The PRESIDENT: Order! The accredited journalist in the
they can apply separately. It does not have to be part of thgallery should be aware of the rules of taking photographs in
same application. | do not really see the complication. the chamber and abide by them, otherwise he will be
TheHon. R.l. Lucas: You have to apply twice for two expelled.
separate commodities. TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: Do you mean that | should
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: There has to be some rigour. point my better side to the camera—is that a part of the rules?
The Leader of the Opposition is right. It is just a pity that, It is disappointing that the achievements of the department
during his time in the Department of Industry and Trade, itrarely see the same level of reporting when there are positive
probably had less rigour than at any time during its historyaspects of corrections. | hope that, emanating from this
We know the rigour that applied to credit cards, given that chamber after my explanation to the honourable member’s
think there was $300 000 in one year on one credit card; thatery fair question, perhaps some good stories will make their
was the sort of rigour that applied. That money used on credivay into the popular press.
cards by individuals in the department would have gone an It therefore gives me great pleasure to report some of the
awful long way. Under this government that is exactly whatgood things that are occurring inside our correctional system.
will happen: the money we have will actually be used in thoséAs | said, people in correctional services have a difficult job.
sorts of areas. If the honourable member cares to see nidey operate in isolation in regional areas without a lot of
afterwards and provide me with an example of where thesupport from networks, but what | have found in my experi-
rules, as they exist, have disadvantaged a particular groupghce at state, national and international level is that there is
would be happy to ensure it. As | said, the scheme is new; & fraternity within correctional services, and even though it
do not claim it is perfect and, if we can improve it, | am is a small group they tend to give each other support, and that
happy to do so. is good to see. | note that the Hon. Angus Redford is going
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around the state visiting institutions and, in a constructive TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: It is not the case that they
way, has reported some of the issues back to me as ministliave not been caught. In many cases, they have not been
There is the odd occasion where the media slip into waitingentenced. | will try to get an estimate of those figures and
for problems to emerge within corrections and overlook thebring back a reply.
positive side of some of the achievements within this state.
TAXIS

TheHon.J. GAZZOLA: | have a supplementary
question. Given the answer, how does the claim that South TheHon. IAN GILFILLAN: | seek leave to make an
Australia has the lowest number of parole officers per paroleexplanation before asking the Minister for Industry and
impact on these rates? Trade, representing the Minister for Transport, a question

TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: Some members would have egarding the experience of sight-impaired people in taxicabs.
heard comments made recently in this chamber and other L€ave granted. ) )
places regarding claims that South Australia has the lowest TheHon. IAN GILFILLAN: A friend of mine on
ratio of parole officers to parolees in Australia. TheseKangaroo Island, MrPeter Ellson, developed virtually
statistics are also derived from the report on governmerffomplete blindness in middle age. He and a younger friend,
services, the same document that credits South Australia witho is totally blind, have had to rely on taxicabs, more so
the lowest return to prison rate in Australia. It has beerihan people who are resident in Adelaide. However, their
argued in some cases that South Australia has fewer pardfperience was shared with me and | found it distinctly
officers than other states and therefore the supervision glarming—and | am sure other members would, as well. |

parolees is reduced, the community is placed at greater righill refer to a couple of incidents which have occurred in the

and more offending will occur. past 12 months. They called a cab and the cab driver said,
The statistics referred to by the proponents of this YOU &ré not expecting me to carry the dogs, are you?’ He
argument relate to the overall ratio of staff to offenders inmade such a fuss that they eventually had to take another cab.

community corrections, not the supervision of parolees. A§\9ain, in the same year, they called a cab and when the driver
well as parole officers, these statistics include communitp@W the two dogs in harnesses he flatly refused to take them.
service, probation, bail and home detention officers. It is 1 heHon. A.J. Redford: Thatis illegal.
therefore quite misleading to lump them all together and refer TheHon. IAN GILFILLAN: We realise that. The
to them all as parole officers as they all serve a different roldvoman often does not indicate that she has a guide dog, as
and function. | am not aware of any empirical data that harevious experience has meant she has a very long wait, and
been collected anywhere in Australia that refers only tctnight, understandably, that can be particularly stressful. As
parole officers. | am advised, however, that anecdotain€y tell me, the blind community or the sight-impaired
evidence would suggest that the case load of staff supervisif@mmunity is notorious for accepting situations such as this
persons on parole in South Australia is complementary ifVithout complaint and they just put up with it. They sent a
comparison with other states, as is the rate of successf@fief list to me in writing of some of their experiences: taxi
completions of these parole orders. drivers refusing to take guide dogs; drivers’ rudeness when
In conclusion, South Australia has managed to achieve they are told they have to take the dog; drivers of vacant taxis

lower number of offenders who have returned to prison in th@ulling away ffo”) a taxi stand when they see a guide dog
last two years than any other jurisdiction. Contrary to the!Ser approaching; drivers accepting a job and then driving off
statements that have been made, this equates to a safs}@rrival when they discover the passenger is a guide dog

community. | hope that that information satisfies some of théjsler; fallure dto pr.o(;n.de assllgtance a':.p!ck ug; (lj'n]\c/ers clalmlng
queries and the telephone calls that | have been getting ft'¢'9'€S to dogs; drivers claiming religious beliefs preventing

relation to the difficult work that these officers do. their taking dogs; over-charging; and blind persons unable to
verify meter readings.
TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: | have a supplementary _ |N€generalimpressionis thatitis notjust the individual

question. How many parolees per parole officer are there ifrivers themselves who shpuld be tackled_a}t grassroots in
this state? order to reflect the community’s agreed position of care and

TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: Currently the— understgnding f.°f the sighf[ impaire;d. My questions are.
The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting: 1. Willthe minister provide details of the current training
. ) . . and/or inservice training for taxi drivers?

The PRESIDENT: The Hon. Mr Redford is becoming 5 " | she request all taxicab companies to provide
quite annoying. o _ . training details and instructions given to drivers in relation
a matter of how you equate the categories of prisoners and 3\l she ensure that the disability awareness training
community corrections, and | will get a breakdown of those;gequately covers the areas of distress as outlined in the
figures and so be more accurate in my reply than if | give ityetails of my question?
off-the-cuff. TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal

] Affairsand Reconciliation): | will refer the question to the
TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: As a further supplementary winister for Transport in another place and bring back a
question, are these figures consistent with the fact that peoprlgmy_

committing crime in this community are currently not being

caught? TheHon. T.G. CAMERON: | have a supplementary
TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: This is a speculative question. Can we ascertain the penalties for a taxi driver's

question. There are a number of issues getting prisoners intefusing to take a passenger who has a guide dog? Would the

courts. government consider reviewing those penalties if it considers
Members interjecting: that they are inadequate?
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TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: | will also refer the supple-  of a number of young indigenous men—and his findings were

mentary question to the minister. handed down over two years ago?
TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal
PETROL SNIFFING Affairsand Reconciliation): | thank the honourable member

for his hydra-headed question. It certainly covers a wide

~TheHon. NICK XENOPHON: | seek leave to make a range of issues that the government is currently wrestling
brief explanation before asking the Minister for Aboriginal with. | heard two major reports in relation to petrol sniffing
Affairs and Reconciliation a question about petrol sniffing injn the last two days. One was the unsniffable petrol question
indigenous communities. in relation to the new product that has been put out by BP and

Leave granted. the other was the information that has been provided around

TheHon. NICK XENOPHON: Earlier today ABC  Australia, basically, in relation to the breakdown within most
Radio's AM program ran a story headed ‘Oil company Aboriginal communities in the remote regions of each state
develops unsniffable petrol’, a transcript of which is nowin regard to either having no policies to deal with the issues
available online. The introduction to the story was as followsf isolation, poverty, boredom and neglect or having to deal

A major oil company has developed a new kind of unleaded fuelwith the failed policies of the past in relation to isolation,
which, if it lives up to its claims, does not deliver any high to its overty, boredom and neglect.

users—or abusers as they're called—and does not cause brain e ; : .
damage, which is common to chronic sniffersSocial workers and Petrol sniffing appears to be a manifestation of a combina

medical experts working on the front line hope it could help stop thdion of all those issues, and | think it would be far too
cycle of substance abuse that's crippling many Aboriginal communisimplistic to believe that there is a silver bullet such as an

ties. unsniffable petrol that may cure the ills of the people in the
The report by Danielle Parry states: remote communities. | would like to think that that would be
In the Northern Territory alone it's estimated there are almost 406N€ case, but I suspect that if there was an u,nsn.lffable petrol
sniffers. That number is growing at such a rate that the cost of carinthat did not have the impact of dulling people’s minds to their
for disabled users in Central Australia could hit almost $10 millioncurrent circumstance, which is due as | have said to isolation,

within a decade. BP Australia [has developed a fuel] it hopes ca i i
reverse that trend . The petrol is unleaded and so won't cause theﬁoverty’ boredom, neglect, lack of opportunity and failed

severe brain damage seen in many sniffers, but, more importanti§©licies, they would find an alternative. | did an interview
the manufacturer believes it's almost completely removed thdvith a journalist on BBC4, | think it was, just recently and
chemicals that give sniffers a high. was asked the question about why petrol was a preferred drug
He goes on to say that the fuel works in normal cars and thef young Aboriginal people.
company says it has struck a deal with the federal government For the answer to that question you would need to ask
to subsidise the cost. Dr John Boffa from the Centrathose taking partin it, but I suspect that it is because it is
Australian Aboriginal Congress has been working incheap, itis quite readily available through the black market
indigenous health services since the late 1980s, the repdRt/arge quantities, and it probably does to young Aboriginal
says, and he says that this could be the circuit breaker thBople what it does to people who have more expensive tastes
many communities desperately need. Dr Boffa is quoted a§ blotting out reality with other drugs.
saying: There is a whole range of reasons why people turn to

With this new fuel, it has been suggested that really, even thoug rugs but, in many cases, itis t.o d!JI.l the senses or to heighten
it can be sniffed, it won't make sniffers high and it won't cause anythe senses to the level that individuals want. | thank the
damage. If that turns out to be true and it is true that there is no wakonourable member for his interest in the new petrol product.
to use the substance in a harmful way, that is a very welcome syspect that the government will have to introduce it into
development. areas where there is a high percentage of sniffers, but already
Dr Boffa went on to say that he thought this could be cruciabetrol-driven cars are certainly not encouraged and, in some
in interrupting patterns of addiction. My questions to thecases, are banned from sections of communities. The petrol
minister are: pumps in some of the remote communities are locked and are

1. Giventhe ABC reportindicating that there are almostable to be serviced only by MSOs, so that the availability of
400 petrol sniffers in the Northern Territory, how many arepetrol is reduced. However, alcohol, marijuana and other
there in South Australian indigenous communities, and whadrugs are taking the place of petrol when petrol is not
survey or audit has been carried out and when to determingailable.
the number of indigenous youth sniffing petrol in our state? | am reliably told by people who deal with not only petrol

2. Given that the estimated cost of caring for disabledniffers but also people who use other drugs within remote
petrol sniffers in central Australia could hit almost communities (and | have seen figures from Western Australia
$10 million in a decade—I understand it is an annual cost—and heard some anecdotal evidence in South Australia) that,
what is the current cost for caring for disabled users and anwhile you can get $100 for a slab of beer (that is, 30 cans of
projected costs in the next decade if the problem is nobeer or 24 stubbies) in areas where alcohol is banned, there
substantially solved? will always be people who will run that. While activities such

3. Is the minister aware of the new BP fuel and of anyas giving out free introductory bags of marijuana and, in
timetable for its use, and what level of cooperation is thergome cases, harder drugs to encourage young people to use
between the commonwealth and state governments on thieugs and to get hooked on them continue, it is not just the
issue? petrol sniffing that is the problem. We need to deal in a

4. If this new fuel proves to be effective, what measureserious way with the issues of the failed policies of the past,
are in force or contemplated to ensure that access to petrthle isolation, the poverty, the boredom, the neglect and the
that is harmful to users is restricted in indigenous communitack of opportunity, as well as trying to cut back on the
ties? accessibility of those drugs.

5. Will the minister provide details of the steps takento  We do have a long way to go. We are starting to develop
implement the Coroner’s findings with respect to the deathpolicies across agencies. We are starting to shorten the lines
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for communication. This state and other states are trying teelation to the overall state figures. However, in two commu-
get the three tiers of government (federal, state and local) toeities around 10 per cent to 15 per cent of young people under
work together to stop duplication and wastage of funds an@1 are either regular or irregular petrol sniffers. That is not
to ensure that the results of programs to which funds arkarge in terms of numbers, but it is large in terms of percent-
allocated in remote communities are measured. | think thiages of young people. | am also told that in one community
will go a long way towards dealing with those issues which20 per cent of a certain age group—I think it was between 8
bring about the social climate in which people live. If we doand 21—were sniffing petrol either regularly or irregularly.
not bring employment opportunities to those communitiest is a major problem, and we have to deal with all those other
and if we do not deliver education services which take youngjuestions as well as the governance questions and assisting
kids living within those communities through until at least partnerships—as | have said on many occasions—to try to
year 12 or SACE, they will never be able to join in the broaddeal with those problems.

economic and social development within our broader

communities. ROCK LOBSTERS
Certainly, if we do not take note of what is happening now

in relation to self-administration and provide the infrastruc- TheHon. CAROL INE SCHAEFER: | seek leave to
ture support to build the capacity of those communities, locaiake a brief explanation before asking the minister represent-
people will never be able to manage their own affairs. Wang the Minister for Agriculture, Food and Fisheries a
have set ourselves targets for Community bUIldlng and bUiI%uestion on rock lobster processing_

on the good work the education department is doing in remote
regions. We have to re-establish TAFE (it was dismantled .
under the previous government) within those regional areas | heHon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER: | have received

to bring about the training opportunities. Unless we put thos&8POrts of gaps in the processing laws which are allowing
policies in place, there will always be a market for petrolPlack market trading of southern rock lobsters across the
(whether or not it is sniffable) and a market for drugs of gJborder into Victoria. This is lowering the net price of rock
varieties. | would hope that the honourable member will joinOPSters.

Leave granted.

the government in promoting policies that eliminate— An honour able member: Good news for Christmas!
TheHon. Nick Xenophon: | won't be joining the TheHon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER: If you live in
government. Victoria. Minister McEwen was asked to meet urgently with

TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: You are the only Independ- members of the industry in July. | understand that the
ent who has said no thus far. | will keep the honourableminister delegated the authority to deal with this matter to
member up to date with the progress that we are making anfiir Grant King of the South-East Regional Development
when the standing committee reports, hopefully the honouiBpard. A meeting was eventually held in October—

_able memper will be made aware of the pollc_|es we are Members interjecting:

implementing to try to overcome some of those issues. The - .

standing committee is looking at how the land the Aboriginal The PRESIDENT: Order! The minister will cease to
communities own can be productively used to increase thiftériect and others will cease to lead with their chin.
economic independence of those communities. The current The Hon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER: A meeting was

policy of— eventually held in October, and when | was in Mount
TheHon. Nick Xenophon: So you are not interested in Gambier | sought assurances from Mr King that a solution
the potential of this new fuel? was being developed. He assured me that it was; however, the

TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: The honourable member rock lobster season is now in full swing and processors have
says we are not interested. There is a wide range of issues thegard nothing from either MrKing or the minister.My
have to be dealt with, and | have said that the government iguestions are:
interested in the fuel—the same as we are interested in 1. What is being done to rectify this problem in time to
banning and not encouraging the use of petrol in locaprevent the closure of processors in the region?

communities. That was a policy under the previous govern- 5 \vhen will the industry be informed as to what action

ment and it is a policy we are continuing but, as | have saidg being taken?

you cannot stop petrol from being run into the communities The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal

when you get $30 a litre for it. It is the same with the fai d iliation): 1 will refer th :
introductory packages of marijuana and other hard drugs—ft|air sand Reconciliation): | will refer those questions to
the minister in another place and bring back a reply.

is very difficult when they have been run into communities.
Policing then becomes the issue to reduce supply as well as

change demand, and demand can be changed by offering CARNEGIE MELLON
people within those communities the hope that they can o
function in a society that offers opportunities. TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Industry and

So, we will look at the product when it is marketed, Trade): I lay on the table a copy of a ministerial statement
although there is usually a huge gap between an announcélating to the heads of agreement with Carnegie Mellon
ment and a marketable product. We will have to continuénade earlier today in another place by the Premier.
with the programs and regimes that we are running at the

moment, but if all vehicles within those remote communities EMPLOYMENT
are already diesel-driven then it will not make a marked
difference. TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Industry and

In relation to the honourable member’s question, | am noffirade): | lay on the table a copy of a ministerial statement
sure just what the numbers are. | can provide the figures faelating to employment figures in South Australia made
two communities, but they would not make a lot of sense irearlier today in another place by the Premier.
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BUSINESS, COMPETITIVE COSTS Members interjecting:

) TheHon. P.HOLLOWAY: It has to—it is fixing
TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: | seek leave to make a brief another one of your messes. The minister restructured it

explanation before asking the Minister for Industry and Tradeynd—

a question about competitive cost disadvantage in South Members interjecting:
Australia. :

Leave granted. The PRESIDENT: Order!

Melbourne visiting some of my parliamentary colleagues. Pody is now getting back to health. I am sure that my
TheHon. RK. Sneath: | bet they were happy about that! col[eague the Minister for Industrial Relations will be
TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: It was met with great delighted to inform the ho_nourak_)le member of all the steps

acclamation. While | was there, | read the Melboukge, in that he had to undertake in relation to WorkCover.

which | noticed a half-page advertisement encouraging

business to come to Adelaide, because it is a lot cheaper to PETROLEUM EXPLORATION

do business here. Shortly after that, the Victorian minister for

WorkCover (Hon. Rob Hulls) tabled the annual report ofthe  TheHon. G.E. GAGO: | seek leave to make a brief

Victorian WorkCover authority. Unlike this government’s €xplanation before asking the Minister for Mineral Resources

stewardship, which sees WorkCover with a deficit of half aDevelopment a question about petroleum exploration.

billion dollars, Victoria’s WorkCover system is now fully Leave granted.

funded. What caught my attention was the Hon. Rob Hulls  The Hon. G.E. GAGO: Earlier this week, the Hon. Mr

extolling the virtues of Victoria's cheaper WorkCover systempawkins asked a question about mining and exploration in

and its capacity to attract business there. the South-East of the state or, as he likes to call it, the
The figures on page 16 of the report show that Queenslandmestone Coast area. The granting of numerous exploration

had the lowest WorkCover levies in the nation at 1.55 peficences has been announced to this council during the past

cent of total payroll, followed by Victoria at 1.998 per cent; year. My question to the minister is: what steps is the

Western Australia at 2.25 per cent; New South Wales a§overnment taking to increase petroleum exploration in the

2.57 per cent; and Tasmania at 2.6 per cent. The report al$gmestone Coast region?

shows that South Australia’s percentage levy was 3 per cent 1ha Hon. P. HOL L OWAY (Minister for Mineral

%gs total out(ljay on ehmplo%/ee V‘r’]?‘ghes and_lsa_lanes—nelarl esour ces Development): | thank the honourable member
per cent dearer than that which prevails in Queenslang, o qestion. I am pleased to provide the answer. | can tell

and 50 per cent dearer than that which prevails in Victoriaye council that an Adelaide-based start-up company is the

MquUﬁstions arr:e: dvertise that South A I,successful bidder for two new multi-million dollar acreage
- How can the government advertise that South Australigs|eases in the Otway Basin. | expect Neo Oil Pty Ltd to bring

is a cheaper place to do business on the same day thgl, exploration strategies to the Otway Basin. | am pleased
Victoria WorkCover decides to release figures showing thal, ofrer Neo Oil two new petroleum exploration licences

we havehtheddearist WorkCover system in tf:je counéry? located in the onshore portion of the basin in the state’s
2. What does the government propose to do to reduce the, ;ih-East, or the Limestone Coast region, if one prefers.

cost of business in this state? L . . X
L The winning bids for bid blocks (designated OT2004-A
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Industry and and OT2004-B) entail more than $7.4 million in exploration

Trade): | will be pleased to show the Hon. Angus Redford . L
the results of the KPMG survey on the costs of doin investment across the two petroleum exploration licences, of

business in this state upon which those advertisements a ich approximately $1 million is guaranteed. In 2003, gas
based. produc_:tl_on from the Otway Basin was worth over
The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting: $21 million. Guaranteed elements of the bid include state of

The Hon. P. HOLL OWAY: Well. we know how the the art gravity surveying of both blocks, together with geo-

honourable member's party got WorkCover down: just beforescientific studies in the fir_st two years of the program. The
y Qon-guaranteed program includes four exploration wells, 70

the election it cut the levies to an unsustainable level. That ) f soiqmic acquisition and further geo-scientific studies
was Liberal policy: do whatever you like for political reasons 4 9 '

by cutting those levies. Re-interpretation of petroleum drilling and seismic data
Members interjecting: by PIRSA revealed that the Otway Basin's structural
The PRESIDENT: Order! evolution is analogous to major hydrocarbon-bearing basins

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: This government is about €lSéwhere in the world. Recent exploration successes in the

ensuring the sustainability of the competitiveness of this stat//ctorian sector of the onshore Otway Basin support an
and the fact is that the statistics bear that out. optimistic view of the resource potential of the area and

highlight its proximity to potential markets and infrastructure.

TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: | have a supplementary The two blocks are relatively under-explored but contain
question. If the former government was negligent in reducing€ology that corresponds to proven Otway Basin gas flows,
the premium, is this government not equally negligent inds well as oil potential.
maintaining that same levy in a decision made in March 2002 Gas fields currently being exploited in the onshore Otway
by minister Wright? Basin are relatively mature, so gas discoveries in the new

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: | will obtain a full answer areas will have the potential to meet existing markets. South
for the honourable member. What | do know is that myAustralia’s gas and petroleum industry continues to grow in
colleague the Minister for Industrial Relations has restrucstrength, and this latest acreage release is another very
tured the board of WorkCover and that that body has workednportant step. As with all resource exploration, | wish Neo
assiduously. the very best of luck in its important endeavours for this state.
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HOUSING, TRANSITION ecstasy. Under plans backed by the Australian Drug Founda-
tion, revellers would be able to have their drugs, including
TheHon. KATE REYNOLDS: | seek leave to make a ecstasy, tested for purity by doctors before having them
brief explanation before asking the Minister for Aboriginal returned. The doctors would advise drug users whether their
Affairs and Reconciliation, representing the Minister for pills, which cost about $35 to $40 on the black market (but
Housing, a question about funding for transition houses. they can cost as much as $60), contain any deadly ingredi-
Leave granted. ents. A small portion of each pill would also be analysed in
TheHon. KATE REYNOLDS: It has been brought to a laboratory later to inform researchers of the content of the
my attention that the Migrant Women’s Support and Accom+ablets.
modation Service is not receiving adequate support fromthe The proposal follows moves by the Victorian government
South Australian Housing Trust to maintain its houses. Thi$o seek permission and approval from Victoria Police for such
service was established to provide safe and affordable scheme to be trialled in that state later this month. It could
housing for women and children from non-English speakinge seen as a first step towards legal ecstasy testing in
backgrounds, to enable them to escape domestic violence. Australia, a policy shift for the partly government-funded
the service’s recent annual general meeting, it was noted thAustralian Drug Foundation. The ADF wants to run the trials
essential maintenance work has to be financed substantiallyith full legal amnesty. My questions are:
from resident’'s fees, because the low level of funding 1. Which state government officials have or will be
received for the service’s operating costs does not reflect thiavolved in meeting with South Australia Police to discuss
real increase in costs of maintenance. The funding providel@gal testing of illicit drugs at rave parties?
to the service fails to reflect changes in the Housing Trust's 2. Will the government allow such a trial to go ahead if
provision of repairs maintenance, which was considerablyhe police object?
reduced in comparison to previous years. 3. What are the legal issues and ethics of doctors handing
The costs associated with garden maintenance, which weback drugs they have tested and found to contain dangerous
previously absorbed by the Housing Trust, have also beconand possibly life-threatening ingredients?
very difficult for the board to manage within its existing 4. Will doctors involved in such trials be given full legal
budget. In fact, the service’s treasurer’s report at the recerimnesty?
AGM noted that the level of operating funds in relation to  TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal
maintenance had remained the same as it was when tldfairs and Reconciliation): The honourable member has
service operated with only three houses; it now has 11. Theaised some difficulties that might emerge if that policy is
service is under even more financial strain because its incomieveloped. | will refer those important questions to the
is reduced as even more clients are unable to pay theininister responsible and bring back a reply.
residence fees because of their own lack of income. In most

cases, this was primarily due to their visa status, which does ACCESS CABS
not allow their clients to work or to access income support .
through Centrelink. My questions are: TheHon. J.M.A. LENSINK: | seek leave to make a brief

1. Why has the level of operating funding for the Migrant €xplanation before asking the Minister for Industry and
Women's Support and Accommodation Service not increasefirade, representing the Minister for Transport, a question
in line with the expansion of its facilities? regarding Access Cabs.

2. Why has the South Australian Housing Trust reduced Leave granted. .
its contribution to repairs and maintenance for those facilities TheHon. J.M.A. LENSINK: Mr President, | can assure
and why was it considerably reduced last year in comparisoyou that | have not been conspiring with the Democrats on
to previous years? this issue, but it has come to my attention—

3. Will the minister act to see the funding reinstated to  The Hon. lan Gilfillan interjecting:
previous levels and also increased in line with the service’'s TheHon. JM.A. LENSINK: No conspiracies, not on
expansion? this side. This has come to my attention via a constituent

4. What is the government doing to accommodate an#hose grandmother is a resident of the Charles Young
support people on temporary protection visas and bridginfesidential Care Centre at Morphettville. Thls constituent’s
visas who are living in South Australia? grandmother is 93 years of age, and | will be happy to

TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal pr_owde her details to the government if it is interested in her
Affairs and Reconciliation): | will refer those important  Plight.

questions to the minister in another place and bring back a On 20 October this year, she was prebooked with an
reply. Access Cab to attend a specialist appointment. The Access

Cab did not turn up and, on calling Access Cabs, the response
DRUGS, TESTING on the other end of the phone was, ‘There aren't any available
and in spite of the fact it has been prebooked that is just too
TheHon. T.G. CAMERON: | seek leave to make a brief bad, you have to rebook it.” My constituent, having spoken
explanation before asking the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs to the staff at the nursing home, says that they report that
and Reconciliation, representing the Minister for Health,incidents of cabs not showing up are becoming more
guestions regarding the move for legal testing of illicit drugsprevalent and that this is a well-known situation with other
at rave parties. residential care facilities, as well. A theory has been pro-
Leave granted. pounded that, particularly around 3 p.m. or 3.30 p.m., pre-
TheHon. T.G. CAMERON: This week'sSunday Mail  booked Access Cabs are diverted to pick up children with
carried a story outlining a plan for state government officialsdisabilities from school; therefore, there are not enough cabs
to meet senior police before Christmas to discuss a propostd pick up elderly people from nursing homes. My questions
for the legal testing at rave parties of illicit drugs, principally are:
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1. In relation to this incident and similar incidents, are
Access Cabs in breach of their service agreements?
2. What are the measures of service?

TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Correctional
Services): | thank members for their contributions. | hope
that the bill gets speedy passage and that it is enacted as soon

3. How are the service obligations monitored and whags humanly possible.

penalties applied?

Bill read a second time.

4. Has there been any policy directive, either within the
Department of Transport from the minister or within Access
Cabs, that priority should be given to any particular group,

In committee.
Clauses 1 to 4 passed.
Clause 5.

whether that be younger people with disabilities—
The Hon. RK. Sheath interjecting:
TheHon. JM.A. LENSINK: That's what you're here

for: you're the government. This is what we do: we ask

questions. | am indebted to the Hon. Mr Sneath, who does n
understand the role of members in this council. | will
continue with the questions:

5. Given that in this incident the lady in question was

booked to see a specialist, is the government concerned that

TheHon. KATE REYNOLDS: | move:

Page 3, after line 5—

Insert:

(2) Schedule 1, clause 2(1)—after paragraph (b) insert:

(c) any other conduct which resulted in a person who, at the time
that the alleged conduct occurred, was a child in state care
suffering physical abuse or mental trauma,

(3) Schedule 1, clause 2(2)(d)—after ‘sexual’ insert:

, physical or mental

ot

itis potentially endangering lives in that medical conditions! Urge all members to support this amendment. My comments
from which people may be suffering may not be detected?°" the original bill to establish the commission of inquiry

6. What strategies does Access Cabs have to mana
situations of peak demand?

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Industry and
Trade): | will refer the questions to the Minister for Trans-
port. | think it is obvious that the minister will be able to
answer the question only if she has details of the specifi

ke it plain that we support a high level inquiry into the
xtent of the abuse of wards of the state in South Australia,
and so we will support this bill to deal with issues that were
not adequately addressed in the original bill. However,
members will also remember that, at the time we debated the
8rigina| bill, the Democrats sought to extend the terms of

case. Clearly, a number of circumstances may apply. As | ference to include physical and psychological abuse, on the

understand it, Access Cabs is operated by a non-governmdi@Sis that, where sexual abuse was allowed to occur, it was
organisation. But, if the honourable member provides thénevnable the}t other forms of abuse, with equally devastating
information of the case to me, | will refer it to the minister; a}nd long lasting consequences, were "?‘"O\Ned to oceur. At that
or, if she provides it directly to the Minister for Transport, | ng’éz\?vg%srgmggé;ldnthe opposition combined forces to
am sure that will assist in getting a speedy reply. Since that time, the Senate Community Affairs References
Committee released its report ‘Forgotten Australians’, which
was a report on Australians who experienced institutional or
out-of-home care as children. That report was released in
August 2004. | will refer to that report to highlight how
important it is that we take this opportunity to enable those
people who experienced abuse while they were wards of the
state in South Australia not only to have their stories told but
to have those experiences heard, acknowledged and respond-
ed to by this commission, which is really in all but name a
royal commission.

However, before | do that, | note with some disappoint-

TheHon. KATE REYNOLDS: The Democrats agree ment that the South Australian government did not even make
with Justice Mullighan that it is essential that potentiala submission to the Senate Community Affairs References
witnesses who are alleged victims and who wish to maintaiCommittee inquiry, despite having an extensive body of
confidentiality should not be deterred from making submisknowledge already available to it about the depth and breadth
sions or providing information to the inquiry. We accept thatof sexual, physical and psychological abuse within state and
people will come forward to this inquiry for a variety of church institutions and care systems. | also remind members
reasons. We also accept that not everyone will want to enduthat last month | asked the Minister for Families and Commu-
the hardship and pain caused by criminal investigation andities whether he would respond to the second recommenda-
prosecution. Some people will simply want to tell their storytion of the senate inquiry, which recommended that all state
and focus on the alleged failure of authorities to act approprigovernments issue a formal statement acknowledging their
ately, rather than on the conduct of the alleged perpetratonole in the administration of institutional care arrangements

The Democrats will be supporting this bill, which and apologise for the physical, psychological and social harm
proposes to amend the act to give the commissioner undertakaused to children, and the hurt and distress suffered by
ing the inquiry the discretion to accede to a request from ashildren at the hands of those who were in charge of them,
alleged victim of a sexual offence not to have his or hemparticularly the children who were victims of abuse and
allegations referred to the police for investigation if theassault.
commissioner believes it is in the public interest to do so. |  The senate committee’s report quite plainly acknowledges
have prepared an amendment that has been circulated s¢thht the abuse of children in care was not restricted to sexual
will reserve my other comments for the committee stage. abuse. The executive summary of the report says:
The committee received hundreds of graphic and disturbing

accounts about the treatment and care experienced by children in out-
of-home care. Many care leavers showed immense courage in putting

COMMISSION OF INQUIRY (CHILDREN IN
STATE CARE) (MISCELLANEOUS) AMENDMENT
BILL

Adjourned debate on second reading.
(Continued from 8 November. Page 444.)

TheHon. T.G. CAMERON: | indicate my support for
the second reading.
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intensely personal life stories on the public record. Their stories Many people referred in submissions to their abuse in institutions
outlined a litany of emotional, physical and sexual abuse— as a form of secondary or systemic abuse. Children were taken from

- . heir parents who, it was claimed, could not adequately support or
| will repeat that for any members who might not have bee aintain them. The implication was that ‘welfare’ would be able to

listening—‘emotional, physical and sexual abuse’— provide the care and opportunity that the parents were unable to

ar;(cji o;ten clriminﬁl ph_)l{si_cal agd sexual ass];afultsd Thdeir stories a(ljsw ovide.

told of neglect, humiliation, deprivation of food, education an .

health care. Such abuse and assault was widespread across insti 19 the report asks:

tions, across states and across the government, religious and other How could it be that for many of these children the abuse
care providers. . . The legacy of their childhood experiences for faperpetrated upon them whilst in care in the institutions was far
too many has been low self-esteem, lack of confidence, depressiogreater than that committed by their parents? To many this is seen
fear and distrust, anger, shame, guilt, obsessiveness, social anxietigs,a failure of ‘government’ to monitor their needs and well-being
phobias and recurring nightmares. Many care leavers have tried @uring the time they were in care.

block the pain of their past by resorting to substance abuse through . . T .
lifelong alcohol and drug addictions. Many turn to illegal practices, >tction 4.42 discusses discipline and physical assault, and

such as prostitution or more serious law-breaking offences whichWill just read a very short part, as follows:

have resulted in a large percentage of the prison population being \any of the severe beatings handed out as punishment went way
care leavers. . . The committee considers that there has been wiggyond the sort of corporal punishment which was acceptable at the
scale, unsafe, improper and unlawful care of children, a failure ofjye. They often took the form of extremely severe physical
dglt_y (:.f care, and serious and repeated breaches of statutogyplence—what can only be described as criminal assault.
obligations.
eIr[hknow that a number of members here felt unable, some

L . onths ago, to support my amendment because they were
;c; tgﬁéﬁf%rst ?Oe(\:,va#Sihleg;'nt';r'r;grg}”?;zrzn\(gyngzgu?gleconcerned that what was acceptable at the time meant that

9 y U . t{ ere was some kind of defence for what occurred to children
'extenc.led.. Chapter 4, t'tled. Treatment and Care of Chlldre{R/ho were wards of the state. This committee’s report makes
in Institutions, says in section 4.1: it quite plain that what occurred to many of these people was

The highly evocative and emotive language that is constantly,ot only well and truly beyond what was acceptable accord-
repeated through the submissions and evidence received from acrq

S X
Australia [and I think something like 400 submissions were made téﬁg to community standards but was also well and truly
this committee] is testimony to the nature of the treatment of childredpeyond what was acceptable according to law. Each of these
in institutions over many decades. Language such as ‘my sentenasgctions is supported by the stories of people who survived
concentration camp, prison, hellhole, felt like a convict, entombedpage experiences, and they are experiences that can no longer

in institutions, inmates, incarcerated, internship, tortured, nightmar . . :
release, outside world, victims and survivors’ graphically describg’e denied, hidden or ignored by governments, churches,

the feelings that remain about the treatment received at an early agémmunities, decision-makers or community leaders, such
of their lives. as ourselves. I now read from chapter 5 of the report entitled

Section 4.15 says: ‘Why abuse occurred, and—

The impact on an impressionable child of being constantly told 1 "€ CHAIRMAN: Order! | anticipate that a point of
they were good for nothing, would amount to nothing, were evil,order may be raised that the honourable member should
were the devil’s child, were worthless, were scum of the earth andonfine herself to the bill. At the second reading stage, the
not fit for normal SOCiety, were a nObOdy, were not wanted by theirmember was aﬁorded the Opportunlty to expand her argu_

mother or anybody else, were sluts, whores and prostitutes, had co . . .
from the gutter and would end in the gutter cannot be overemphg}?em' She has quoted from six or seven different sections of

sised. Itis little wonder that such abuse and negative reinforcemef Feport not before the committee. We have had a number of
destroyed the self-esteem of so many who have remained scarrétstances in the chamber where | have insisted that members
through their adult lives. confine their remarks to the clause and to the matters before
Section 4.16 says: the committee. | point out to the honourable member that she
The loss of childhood, of having what would be regarded as £hould talk to the clause at this stage. The committee has been
normal childhood taken away, was poignantly described in mangxceedingly generous in allowing her to do what she should
submissions. For many there was no time for childhood play witthave done in her second reading contribution. So, if the
daily _“fe so structured and regimented. honourable member confines her remarks to the clause, sum
Section 4.17 says: up and convince the committee of the worth of this amend-
The most fundamental need for the emotinal development of aent, that would be most helpful.
young child is to be shown love and affection, to be nurtured and TheHon. KATE REYNOLDS: | thank you, Mr

wanted. The lack of these essential human qualities was pervasi ; ; : .
in institutions and was commented on or referred to in literally every\@halrrnan for your direction. | thought that | was confining

submission and story. Growing up and developing as a persofly remarks to the clause, but | take your advice and thank

without receiving love and affection has possibly been the singleou. Given that | cannot proceed with drawing members’

most influential and tragic legacy of life in institutional care for attention to some of the very specific arguments in this report

every care leaver. on why we should widen the terms of reference, with your

Section 4.19 says: indulgence | will read one sentence from this chapter, as
It was common practice in many institutions to give each childfollows:

an identification number which they kept throughout their time at  \yhen faced with graphic descriptions of abuse and assault it is
that particular place. No-one was referred to by name. Usually it Wa§igficult to conceive that such actions were able to continue

'you' or your number was called out. unchecked and unpunished. It is also apparent that abuse continued
I am quoting at some length from sections of this 410-pagéor many years: it was not an isolated, one-off occurrence, rather it
report because it presents the argument that we cannot affofs endemic in some institutions over long periods of time.

to pretend that the sort of environment which allows sexuaRgain, | draw members’ attention to the fact that this report
abuse of children to flourish was somehow separate from thtalks about abuse in all forms; it does not confine itself, as the
sort of environment which allowed widespread physical andill and the act do. It does not confine itself to sexual abuse
psychological abuse to flourish. Section 4.40 discusses what the death of wards of the state. It suggests that all forms
it calls secondary abuse, as follows: of abuse occurred over many years to many children who
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were wards of the state, some of whom went on to suffera TheHon. KATE REYNOLDS: If you go to the schedule
lifetime of distress as a result of the harm they experiencedf the act—

That harm was not confined to sexual abuse or, as we would The Hon. T.G. Cameron interjecting:

prefer to call it, sexual assault. The commission of inquiryis TheHon. KATE REYNOLDS: No. | have a copy here,

a very welcome step towards understanding what we need tbyou would like to have a look at it.

do, and it provides a very valuable opportunity to bring TheHon. T.G. CAMERON: | can now understand why
evidence-based, considered and positive recommendatiohgannot find somewhere to insert it; | do not have the
to the South Australian parliament about how we all carappropriate documents before me. That being the case, |
move forward. would briefly weigh in to support the Hon. Kate Reynolds in

In closing, if we do not take this opportunity—that is, the her attempts to insert ‘physical or mental’ abuse. Quite
last opportunity before the commissioner begins to takélearly, if all the commission of inquiry looks into is sexual
evidence—to widen the terms of reference to include alfbuse, thenitis a limited inquiry, tantamount, in my opinion,
forms of abuse that we all now know occurred, | think wet0 a cover-up. The only way that we are going to get a proper
will regret it. In our view, anything other than supporting this airing of what transpired during this period is to include the
amendment means that we are still saying that, unless a chifgords ‘physical or mental’. I do not wish to delve into sexual
who was a ward of the state and one of the minister's childreRsychology, but there is an interrelationship between the
was sexually abused, or unless someone died, the commissié@rds sexual and physical and in my opinion this will not be

and the parliament do not want to know about it. | urge all@ decent inquiry unless it inquires into the physical and
honourable members to support the amendment. mental abuse that occurred as well, and | urge all members

S ; to support the amendment.
TheHon. T.G. CAMERON: | rise to support the carriage : .
of this piece of legislation, principally for the reasons that 1 "€ Hon. A.L.EVANS: | would like to support the
were so eloquently outlined by the Hon. Kate Reynolds. It i@mendment. This is probably a once in a lifetime opportunity

always pleasing fo see a member of this place who feel® Pring healing to people who have been hurting for many

passionate about something and, on this occasion, thygars, and | think it should be as wide as possible so that we

passion is balanced with reason, which is often a rar?SaState and government can say to these people, ‘Look, we
commodity in this place. | also support the amendmen ave heard your cry. It happened so long ago and it has

standing in the name of the Hon. Kate Reynolds, but | would!€Sroyed so many of your lives, and we want the opportunity
' o bring healing to you." They may not want compensation;

like to know exactly how it fits into the bill. | did raise the ; A .
y ost times they do not. Most times they just want to know

matter with the Hon. Kate Reynolds, and she told me that h hevh b dand thev b b bl ¢
amendment follows on directly after the last line on page3—t atthey have been wronged and they have been able to face

children’s welfare and public relief board. | am a bit confuse(;tigfaﬁ;;%%tg%tgrtieogmgﬁzrfjﬁtes and find some peace. So |
because, if you go to part 3 of the schedule, if all of that i o

going to be tagged on to the end of the clause 5 amendmept 1 € Hon. NICK XENOPHON: | indicate that | support

to schedule 1, I have a bit of a problem when | get down t¢he amendment, essentially for the reasons that | outlined

subclause (3) which provides, ‘Schedule 1. Clause 2(2)( hen this matter was before the committee on the previous
after ‘sexual’, insert ‘physical or mental’. | am trying to ccasion. If we are going to have this commission of inquiry,

work out how we can insert the word ‘sexual’ if all we are let us do it properly, let us not squib on ensuring that any

doing is adding her amendment to the end of clause 5.The[3é/"°‘t‘:’matic abuse is not unearthed or the subject of this

is something there that either | am not seeing or does ndpauiry: . L
Imake senlseq ! N9 TheHon. R.D. LAWSON: | wish to make a contribution

The Hon. KATE REYNOLDS: Not being an expert in on this but | would first like to hear the government’s attitude

juggling these things, and without the benefit of parliamen-to t?ﬁeaHmc?nrﬁ'rﬁGe.nFtéOBERTS: The policy issue that we are

tary counsel at the moment, my qnderstanding is that thiaiscussing is @exed one anduinderstand the way in which
amendment does two things. First, the amendment (R, able members have framed their support. When the

_schedule 1, _cIause 2(1) will allow the commissioner .to'nquiry is taking evidence, no-one is going to reject any
include physical abuse and mental trauma as matters iniQijance that is given based on the criteria that have been
which the commissioner can inquire. The amendment tgpelt out in the Senate report—

schedule 1, clause 2(2)(d) inserting ‘physical or mental’ will ™™ 1.4 1ion T.G. Cameron: It must be a direction to the

support and assistance to victims of abuse, and so on. It is TheHon. T.G.ROBERTS: The government has

simply carrying that wider term of reference through to the,a ref,jly considered the position. When parliament passed the
other parts of the bill. principal legislation on 4 May, careful consideration was
TheHon. T.G. CAMERON: | understand perfectly what gjven to the terms of reference and the government does not
the honourable member is attempting do in her amendmende any need to change the conditions so soon. The proposal
that is not my query. | support her attempts with subclause (3)ould greatly increase the scope of the task and delay the
to include the words ‘physical or mental’. | am nearly 60, andinquiry. These delays would adversely impact on victims of
I'can recall being told some terrible stories of physicalsexual abuse who have had to wait so long already to tell their
beatings by young lads going back 45 years now. It was quitgtories. It could slow down the taking of evidence that will
common in state orphanages to—excuse my language—gghable the commission to do its work.
the ||V|ng shit belted out of them; and they did. Thatis not my Having sat on a select committee on child sexual and
query; perhaps | can rephrase it a different way. Where is thghysical abuse in the early 1990s, | know that the stories and
word ‘sexual’ in the bill? | think | am at fault here, not you. the evidence that peop]e gave crossed a myriad issues' and
TheCHAIRMAN: He has the wrong act in front of him. the Hon. Kate Reynolds referred to some of them in her
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description of the Senate’s views in relation to the issues thatbuse and criminal conduct. However, perfection is the
need to be examined. While people are giving evidence, abnemy of progress. If this matter is to be progressed, a
of these issues will be aired and there is nothing to stop discrete section of the very many complaints that exist in the
witness who is giving evidence on the terms of reference tecommunity must be excised and the microscope put to them.

give added detail. | can't see that— We fear that, if the net is cast too wide and the focus is too
TheHon. Kate Reynolds: Can the commission report on broad, this inquiry simply will never get to the bottom of
those, though? these issues.

TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: The importantthingistoget  Accordingly, we were convinced in our negotiations with
the commission started and then the evidence and the detglle government that it would be appropriate to agree to
will follow. It is not unknown for commissions of inquiry to something that was less than we had been asking for. As
spawn other inquiries if the weight of evidence and opiniormuch as we wanted to receive all our wishes, we agreed to
believes that there should be an extension or there should lgge proposition that the investigating commissioner would not
some fresh inquiry. have to be someone from outside this state. We made a

The Hon. T.G. Cameron interjecting: number of compromises in order to ensure that a proper

TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: At least a line has been commission was established with proper tools.
dLan in tRe sanhd, gnd itis the govef;nrr]nent’s in;[jention 1090 TheHon. T.G. Cameron: It looks like you have failed!
ahead with it. Why do we not get it off the ground as soon as . .
possible and start taking evidence to see which direction thﬁeTphoigigﬂilt)Flzb?'aL vﬁ\i\(/jvesr(i)n’\clq.u\i/r\g(/aiﬁeéﬁn(!)cl):lggo\t/\;glge?igtve

evidence takes us? ; e o
TheHon. T.G. CAMERON: | take issue with the that this commissioner on these term.s_of reference, as limited
they might appear, will have sufficient power and scope

.. . i X S
minister on a couple of points he just made. First, to stand u%) - g
in this place and mount the argument that he just made, whic report appropriately on the matters the commission is

was a contradictory argument, disappoints me. The minist quired to inyestigate; that is, primarily to report on Whether
stands in this place and argl'Jes ‘We are not prepared pere was a failure on the part of the state to deal appropriate-

support this amendment to include physical or mental abus y or adequately with matters which give rise to the allega-
primarily for two reasons. The first reason proffered was thi&'/? ns—and there are many of them; and will give Justice

L . ullighan as commissioner sufficient power and authority
it will slow down the proceedings. Some of these people hav o produce a report which will be of benefit not only to the

been waiting 40 or 50 years for justice, for finality, for victims of these assaults but also to the community generally,

closure on this issue. | do not think there would be oneanol which will also point the way to the future.

complaint from the hundreds of people who might want to ) N . .
give evidence on this issue if the words ‘physical or mental’, e do not wish to see this inquiry undermined by having

were included. It seems to me that the minister is arguing thdfS focus so diffuse that it simply does not produce a report
victims will complain if we do this because it will slow down Which addresses the very real needs which exist. Itis for that

proceedings. That was the first part of the minister's argut€ason that we will not be supporting widening the terms of
ment. reference at this stage. If during the course of his inquiry

The second part of the minister's argument was, ‘Perhap%“s"ice Mullighan indicates that he hears evidence which

we do not need to include the words “physical and menta/varrants an extension of the terms of reference, we will be
because the victims will be able to give that evidencdhe firstto support any such amendment. | am sure those who

anyway; so why do we need it?’ They do not sit that wellhave sp_oken in support of tl_1e Hon. Kate_ReynoIds’ a_mend-
together. | can assure members that being belted with a cafféent will also support us in that direction. Accordingly,
across the backside 20 or 30 times can be a lot more painfhilst we support this bill and the government's amendments,
than some forms of sexual abuse. If the minister is saying thqY€ &ré unable at this stage to support the amendment
the commissioner will be able to take evidence in relation t¢?"OPosed.
physical and/or mental abuse or trauma, why not support the The Hon. KATE REYNOLDS: | would like to thank all
amendment and let us get on with it? members for their comments, and in particular | thank the
The Hon. R.D. LAWSON: We on the Liberal side have Hons Nick Xenophon, Andrew Evans and Terry Cameron for
a good deal of sympathy for the amendment proposed by tHadicating that they will support the amendment. | would like
Hon. Kate Reynolds. However, it is worth repeating veryto make a couple of comments in response to the government
briefly some of the background history. For more than a yea&nd the opposition’s comments. My understanding is that the
now, the Liberal Party and, in particular, the Leader of thecommission will formally open on 6 December, which would
Opposition, have been pressing the government for thee a Monday. That is less than a month away, so this is not
establishment of a royal commission into allegations ooing to slow down the establishment of the commission, as
sexual abuse against children in state care. Over very mag@me people have suggested.
months members of the Liberal Party—as have other Itmay mean thatthe commissioner takes a little longer to
members, | am sure—received countless reports and storieesmplete his report, but | think that some members here and
of sexual abuse occurring in state institutions and abuse some members of the government are still labouring under
persons who were in state care. We believed strongly thatthe misapprehension that this will be done quickly; that in
royal commission was appropriate, and we believe stronglpine or 12 months the commissioner will have completed
that one should have been established many months ago. Ttaking evidence and will have a report so that this govern-
government refused for months and had to be draggechent, this parliament, can put a tick against this saying, ‘Yes,
kicking and screaming to the position where a commissionve have dealt with the issue of child sexual abuse of wards
of inquiry would be established. of the state; let us now move on'. It is not going to be like
In the most perfect of all worlds, the terms of reference ofthat. This will take years. These issues are going to come out.
this commission would be wide enough to enable it toThe minister has said that the commissioner will hear those
examine physical and psychological harm, as well as sexuatories anyway. That is all well and good.
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These people are going to be so passionate becauseafidence in relation to physical abuse, that evidence would
what they have been through that, yes, they will tell theprobably be taken. Hopefully, whoever the commissioner of
commissioner. But the question | put to the government anthis inquiry is we can forward him a copy of this debate—I
the opposition is: what will the commissioner be able to daguess | know who we can rely upon to do that—so that the
about it? Frankly, | am not satisfied with the answer. | thinkcommissioner himself can see quite clearly that there are a
the Hon. Andrew Evans hit the nail on the head when he saidumber of members of this chamber concerned about this
that this is a once in a lifetime opportunity, a phrase that issue of physical abuse, and perhaps he could be encouraged
think | used in my speeches when we discussed this issue read the minister’s response to the questions that | put to
previously. This is for many people the only time that theyhim if he is in any doubt as to whether or not he should
will get a chance to have put on the public record notaccept the evidence.
necessarily the gory details but their stories of abuse— | turn now to a position put forward by the Hon. Rob
physical and mental trauma as well as sexual abuse for somi@wson, which | must say | found disappointing. | have often
people—while they were in the care of the state. marvelled at the Hon. Rob Lawson’s use of the English

They will not get that opportunity again. Some of theselanguage to extricate himself from a difficult position—
people simply will not live long enough to have those issues  The Hon. Sandra Kanck interjecting:
dealt with, so | am incredibly disappointed that neither the  The Hon. T.G. CAMERON: He is not only a lawyer, he
government nor the opposition is willing to show them thatjs QC—and from what | understand, a pretty good one. One
respect or care even now. It was bad enough that these peoging | have come to admire about the Hon. Rob Lawson is
lacked care, supervision and protection in the past, and nows capacity to turn a sow’s ear into a silk purse with just a
they are being denied the opportunity again. The minister saifdw sentences. However, to hear the Hon. Rob Lawson put
that he was on a select committee back in the 1990s and hgrward as the main reason why the opposition is not
heard some of these stories. I find it very disturbing that th@repared to support the amendment of the Hon. Kate
government is not able to support this when the ministeReynolds (and I think | have written it down correctly) ‘is
would have had some first-hand experience of what peoplgat we were concerned’—and these are the words on which
go through. | will just make one more remark and then | will | want to focus—'that it would be undermined by being so

shut up before | am unable to control my language. diffuse’. If | have ever heard a QC’s answer as to how to get
TheHon. T.G. Cameron: The President will do that for oyt of a difficult position, that was it.
you. In the same answer, the Hon. Rob Lawson also outlined

_TheHon. KATE REYNOLDS: Yes, | am sure that he how they had hounded and harried the government. One
will manage my language! | think it really important that, could almost be forgiven for thinking that he was claiming
before this goes to a vote, members understand that thigsponsibility on behalf of the Liberal Party for having the
abuse, this physical, psychological as well as sexual abusggmmission of inquiry set up. The fact is that the Liberal
was able to thrive not jUSt in institutional care but in Otherparty wanted a roya| commission: it was knocked off on that.
forms of out-of-home care that this state was responsible foffhe position seems to be, ‘Oh, well, we couldn’t get a royal
because there was for decades and decades—and some pegBl@mission; we have to get something, so we will accept
would say there still is in some systems—a culture of silencenis’ |f the Hon. Rob Lawson is correct—and | dispute it—
of power and of personal control. | think that some of thethe position of the Liberal Party is, ‘We are not prepared to
people who come forward to the commissioner to give theisypport the amendment of the Hon. Kate Reynolds because
evidence, to tell their stories, will be very distressed that thgye feel that the commission of inquiry would be undermined
terms of reference do not allow them to properly have thosgy heing so diffuse. | put it to the Hon. Rob Lawson that by
stories addressed by the commissioner in his report. not being prepared to support the amendment of the Hon.

Like the Hon. Robert Lawson, we will certainly support Kate Reynolds, in effect, he is being diffuse; and his actions

any amendment that might come back in the future if then not supporting the amendment will probably do more to
commissioner recommends that the government do that, byhdermine the inquiry than anything else I have seen.

| have to say that, given that we went through this some The committee divided on the amendment:

months ago and are having this debate again now, | think the AYES (6)

commissioner can see that the very clear message fromboth  cameron, T. G. Evans, A. L.
the government and the opposition is, as | said previously, Gilfillan, 1. Kanck, S. M.
that, unless a child who was a ward of the state, one of the Reynolds, K. (teller) Xenophon, N.
minister’s children, was sexually abused or died, the commis- NOES (12)

sion and the parliament, based on the comments that members  pawkins, J. S. L. Gago, G. E.
have made in their last contributions, do not officially want Gazzola, J. Holloway, P.

to know about it. Unofficially, yes, they will acknowledge Lawson, R. D. Lensink, J. M. A.
that it occurred, but officially they do not want to know about Redford, A. J. Ridgway, D. W.
it. | find that incredibly disappointing, and | thank again those Roberts, T. G. (teller) Schaefer, C. V.
members who are going to support the amendmentand urge  gpeath, R. K. Zollo, C.

those who have not yet indicated their support that it is not .
too late to change their mind. Majority of 6 for the noes.

TheHon. T.G. CAMERON: The Hon. Kate Reynolds ~ Amendment thus negatived; clause passed.
can count, as | can, so there is not much point in pursuing this 1itle passed. _
matter further, except that | have a couple of comments | Bill reported without amendment; committee’s report
would like to make. | am encouraged by the ministersadopted.
answer to questions that | raised concerning the boundaries,
if any, between sexual and physical abuse and his response T heHon. NICK XENOPHON: I move:
that he felt quite confident that, if witnesses wanted to give That the bill be recommitted in respect of clause 5.
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The council divided on the motion: to the committee a practice that is being introduced into the
AYES (12) committee, and it is not normal procedure. | know that it has
Cameron, T. G. Dawkins, J. S. L. happened before, but very soon | will have to make a ruling
Evans, A. L. Gilfillan, I. as it is against the constitution, practice and procedures of the
Kanck, S. M. Lawson, R. D. parliament. On this occasion | will allow the honourable
Lucas, R. I. Redford, A. J. member to continue, but | ask him to take what | am saying
Reynolds, K. Ridgway, D. W. into consideration.
Schaefer, C. V. Xenophon, N. (teller) TheHon. NICK XENOPHON: | appreciate your
NOES (6) comments, Mr Chairman. When introducing this amendment,
Gago, G. E. Gazzola, J. I did not explain sufficiently the distinction. The criminal law
Holloway, P. Roberts, T. G. (teller) in this state already has a specific offence of endangering life.
Sneath, R. K. Zollo, C. It is not about assault, trauma or beating someone: it goes

way beyond that to actually endangering a person’s life. It is
in the statute book. It is a relatively narrow offence, but it is
a serious offence nonetheless. My intention was not to
Clause 5. _duE[)Iicgt? thet ameniment of th(aItHoni'Katt?\ I?gyn;;lﬁ_s tt?]ut
instead to put a much narrower alternative that is within the

TheHon. NI _CK XENOPHON: | move: scope of thF:e existing criminal law. In the criminal law, there

Page 3, after line 5—Insert: ‘ o is a big difference between endangering life and physical

@ Sgrheegé‘;enééfé%“tiee%igi)é?)_p‘ﬂer death of' insert: abuse or assault. It is a distinctly different concept.

' i ’ TheHon. T.G. CAMERON: | am pleased that | deferred

My preferred position has always been that of the amendmeg the Hon. Nick Xenophon on this occasion, because | was
moved by the HOﬂKate Reyl’]0|dS Th|S amendment IS afa”go|ng to make some S|m||ar comments. | am ]ust a |ayperson
back position and is much narrower than that moved by thgng he is a lawyer, so not only will people be more impressed
Hon. Kate Reynolds, but it is somewhat broader in that ilgnd take more notice of him because he is a lawyer but also

includes instances when life has been endangered. Section @y will think he knows what he is talking about. The point
of the Criminal Law Consolidation Act defines this Offence,he makes should be taken on board by members of this

Majority of 6 for the ayes.
Motion thus carried.
Bill recommitted.

as follows: committee. | take the Chairman’s comments on board, and
(1) Where a person, without lawful excuse, does an act or makedsappreciate that they were directed at practices in this place.
an omission— | am certain that his comment that the Hon. Nick

@ Ili(fgo(\)h;iggct)?ﬁérthg n%Ct oromission s likely to endanger they o phon's amendment is nearly the same as the Hon. Kate

(b) intending to endanger the life the of another or beingR€ynolds’ amendment was made in the context of proced-
recklessly indifferent as to whether the life of another is ures, rather than any attempt to influence the course of this
endangered, debate. In that context, | would take some issue with the

that person shall be guilty of an indictable offence and liable tochair's comments, not in relation to what he was intending

be imprisoned for a term not exceeding 15 years. to do but to state quite clearly—and | can do this now,
This section is still relatively narrow but, where a person haspecause the Hon. Nick Xenophon has explained it far better
for example, been seriously injured to the extent that their lifehan | would be able to—that there is a clearly established
has been endangered (and we are talking about somethiagfinition in the statute book—that was my understanding—
that obviously is short of death but indicates a very seriougor what ‘endangered’ means. It means what it says: it has to
degree of conduct), at least this inquiry will cover thoseinvolve actions which actually endanger the life of an
instances. Again, this is a fall-back position. Effectively, if individual. | see quite a difference between the amendments
a person is beaten to within an inch of their life, at least theynoved by the Hon. Nick Xenophon and the Hon. Kate
will be covered by this amendment. If this is not passed, thosReynolds; that is, physical abuse to the point where you have
beaten to within an inch of their life will not have the right endangered someone'’s life is quite different to what the term
to appear before this inquiry. ‘physical abuse’ on its own might be.

The CHAIRMAN: | bring this matter to the attention of | also emphasise the comment made by the Hon. Nick
the committee. At the committee stage, a propensity has beétenophon that the significant difference between his and the
developing for some time whereby some members, againsion. Kate Reynolds’ amendment is that he is seeking to
the normal practices of the committee, have been submittingroaden the terms of reference only marginally. Whereas |
a number of different amendments; that is, if one amendmenmiould accept the Hon. Rob Lawson’s argument that the Hon.
is not carried, then another is moved. | will rule on thatissuKate Reynolds’ amendment might be so diffuse as to
at some stage. My interpretation of the amendment proposethdermine the credibility of the commission, what has
by the Hon. Mr Xenophon is that it is almost the same as thgtersuaded me to support the Hon. Nick Xenophon’s amend-
moved by the Hon. Ms Reynolds, because it states ‘endament is quite clearly that the amendment that he is moving is
gered life by beating or physical abuse’, and that amendmenmiot diffuse and will not undermine the inquiry.
was dispensed with the by committee. TheHon. KATE REYNOLDS: | will make a brief

At this stage, the council has recommitted the bill, and thecontribution. | think it is important that members understand
Hon. Mr Xenophon has moved his amendment. It is nothe difference between abuse and assault, and endangering
exactly the same as that of the Hon. Ms Reynolds, but it isife and death. The act as it stands allows the commissioner
very close to it and comes in at exactly the same spot. It dods inquire into situations where somebody was sexually
not say ‘physical abuse’ or ‘mental trauma’, which it omits, abused. | think | made some comments in my earlier contri-
but the honourable member has already mentioned in hisution some months ago about the use of the term ‘abuse’ and
explanation that he is talking about physical abuse. Thaow that might actually stand in law but, nonetheless, the
committee will make its own determination on that, but | flagterm is ‘sexual abuse’, and the commissioner can currently
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inquire into situations where a ward of the state died. Myis sympathetic. We have appointed a commissioner who
amendment sought to broaden the terms to allow physical ar@/erybody agrees is one of the best in this state and probably
psychological abuse to be considered by the commissionesne of the best in Australia. | have not heard a word of
but endangering life is different again. We could think of thiscriticism against the commissioner and | have full confidence
along a continuum where we have sexual, psychological arithat he will hear all the stories as they are told. | cannot see
physical abuse, then moving towards endangering life, andim overruling anyone in relation to the evidence that they
then at the extreme end we have death. give to get their stories told in line with the intentions of the

I will certainly be supporting the amendment put forwardcommission. The outcome will be to get to the bottom of a
by the Hon. Nick Xenophon to allow the commissioner towhole range of abuses that took place. As the Hon. Robert
inquire into situations where life was endangered. | willLawson said, we want to start doing that as soon as possible
support any attempt to widen the terms of reference to refleco that we know what we are dealing with and, if anything
the range of experiences that we know were had by wards @ise grows out of that, so be it.
the state in South Australia. | place on the record my thanks The Hon. KATE REYNOLDS: | have to respond to the
to the Hon. Nick Xenophon for bringing this amendmentminister's comments. He said that legal interpretations will
forward. | do not expect that it is going to get wide support,not be put on these things or demarcation lines formed. | am
but I think it is very important that we show that every singlenot a lawyer. Like the Hon. Terry Cameron, | am a lay
attempt was made. person, and sometimes | am quite pleased that | am not a

TheHon.R.D.LAWSON: | indicate that Liberal lawyer. However, this is a judicial inquiry, so of course legal
members will not be supporting the amendment proposed bipiterpretations will be put on certain things. | have not been
the Hon. Nick Xenophon. That is not to say, of course, thain parliament very long—I think it is about 18 months—but
we do not have every sympathy for anyone who is the victim thought the reason we set terms of reference for inquiries
of criminal conduct of this kind. However, as | mentioned inwas so that people were very clear about the matter being
my contribution on the amendment moved earlier by thénquired into and about matters that were not to be inquired
Hon. Kate Reynolds, we believe that focused terms ofnto and were not the parliament’s intention, want or desire.
reference will yield the best and most effective result for this  whilst | can say that | have every confidence that Justice
inquiry. Notwithstanding that, if in the course of this inquiry Mullighan will do his very best to have as many of those
matters such as the endangering of life in the connectiostories and experiences put on the record as he can, because
with—and perhaps not even in connection with—sexuaj understand that he will have a personal understanding of the
abuse arise, | have every confidence that the commissiongfeadth of these issues and the further damage that might
will draw that matter to the attention of th parliament. Theoccur if people are restricted, nonetheless he will be confined
parliament will have an opportunity at that stage to decidgy the enabling legislation. | hope that we are back here in a
whether or not it is appropriate to have yet another, alsgew months with a recommendation from Justice Mullighan
focused, inquiry to determine those issues. We want to sefiat the terms of reference be widened, with whatever words
finality on this. We do not think that we are, in fact, servingthat we might have debated. As the Hon. Angus Redford said,
the interest of those very many victims of sexual abuse wh s perhaps giving people false hope that they can come
have come forward by saying, “Your inquiry is going to be pefore the commissioner and that no demarcation lines will
delayed, because we are going to look into not only youpe drawn. Once again | urge members to support this
stories but also every other story that is around.’ amendment and to acknowledge that they understand the

TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: There have been agreed extent of abuse and that lives were endangered.
terms of reference, | think, discussed and debated in the Amendment negatived; clause passed.

original debate. That is why | was a bit disappointed to see  pjj| reported without amendment; committee’s report
the recommittal, but every member has a right to do that. édopted.

think all of the— . P
The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting: Bill read a third time and passed.
TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: We have had the debate
twice before. | think the horrors of individuals’ lives will be
drawn out in the evidence when the commission of inquiry

takes place. The commissioner has everybody's full confi- - Received from the House of Assembly and read a first
dence. For those people who know the commissioner, as qgye

| and many others in t_he chamber, he W.I|| not allow important The Hon. P. HOLL OWAY (Minister for Industry and
issues associated with abuse to be hidden or glossed over. i .

: " ) 4 . Trade): | move:
Mr Chairman, it is almost a vote of no confidence in the chair o )
to have to consider amendments like these. | suspect that, That this bill be now read a second time.
once the bill is enacted and the taking of evidence comThis bill is to amend the Oats Act 1936 to take into account
mences, there will not be demarcation lines between legahanged practices with the appointment of District Court
interpretations of what is and what is not. There will bemasters. Section 7 of the Oaths Act prohibits persons

OATHS (JUDICIAL OFFICERS) AMENDMENT
BILL

people giving their stories— appointed to judicial offices named in the section from
TheHon. T.G. Cameron: Will lawyers be able to appear discharging any official duties until they have taken the oath
before the commission? of allegiance and the judicial oath. When Ms Anne Bampton,

TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: If some of the amendments an experienced legal practitioner, was appointed a District
got up, there is quite a possibility that legal counsel wouldCourt master on 21 October 2004, the Chief Justice and the
have to be provided to make a definition about the evidenc€hief Judge noticed that there was no provision for persons
that was being given and there would be a cut-off point. Weappointed to the office of District Court master to take the
do not want to go down that path. We want individuals to beoath. The Chief Judge considers it inappropriate for Master
able to front the commission and talk to a commissioner wh@ampton to commence her judicial duties until she has taken
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the oaths required of all other judicial officers in the statethat the Oaths Act be amended in response to the situation
The Chief Justice does not wish to administer the oath tthat has arisen with regard to Master Bampton taking up her
Master Bampton when he has no specific authority to do sgudicial office. | think it is unfortunate that the opposition and
The omission of District Court masters from section 7 ofother members of parliament were not informed before this
the Oaths Act was probably an historical oversight. Judiciaimorning of the proposal of the government to introduce this
duties of a type now performed by District Court mastersmeasure. However, we do accept what the minister has said
used to be performed by a magistrate. Of course, they toadk his second reading explanation and the reasons for this
the oaths under the Oaths Act upon their appointment aamendment. We accept that it would appear to be an histor-
magistrates. When the Local and District Criminal Courts Actical oversight which should be remedied.
1926 was amended in 1987 to create the office of District Notwithstanding that acceptance, there are conventions in
Court master, only magistrates or persons who were eligiblthis place regarding the time members have to consider
for appointment as magistrates could be appointed to this nelagislation and to consult with people in the community in
office. order to ensure there are no unintended consequences of
In 1991, the District Court Act 1991 and other acts oflegislation. The judicial oath, which is set out in section 11
parliament were passed to restructure the courts. The Locaf the Oaths Act, is a most ancient and important oath. All
and District Criminal Courts Act 1926 was repealed. Thegudicial officers—including the Chief Justice, puisne judges
District Court was established to exercise both civil andof the Supreme Court, masters of the Supreme Court, judges
criminal jurisdictions. Amongst many other changes, theof the District Court, special magistrates and justices of the
eligibility requirements for appointment to the office of peace—are required to take an ancient judicial oath, which,
District Court master were changed so that legal practitionerfirst, swears allegiance to the sovereign and continues:
with at least five years’ experience are eligible for appoint-  and | will do right to all manner of people after the laws and
ment. However, the Oaths Act was not amended in eithalisages of this state, without fear or favour, affection or goodwill. So
1987 or 1991 to require District Court masters to take théelp me God!
oaths. This omission will be corrected by the passing of thist is an important oath. Itis not just some empty symbol, and
bill. it is appropriate that all judicial officers swear that oath
As itis necessary now to amend section 7(1) of the Oathsefore undertaking their tasks. The District Court Act makes
Act, it is convenient to bring the subsection up to date init clear that masters of the District Court are members of the
other respects. References to the repealed local and distrigiiciary of that court. Although section 10 of the District
criminal courts act 1926 and the obsolete state office of judgeourt Act provides that a master is, while holding that office,
in insolvency will be removed. The Chief Judge has alsalso a magistrate, it is an anomaly that there is no provision
requested that section 28 of the Oaths Act be amended ta the Oaths Act for the judicial oath to be administered to
make it clear that District Court masters are commissioneristrict Court masters, where there is a provision that the oath
for taking affidavits, as are the holders of all other statepe administered to magistrates. The task that is undertaken
judicial offices. The bill would do this. by District Court masters is important and significant,
| ask the parliament to pass this bill urgently to rectify therecognised by the fact that masters are members of the court’s
omission in section 7 of the Oaths Act so that Mastefjudiciary. As I have indicated, we accept the explanation for
Bampton can be sworn in and start the judicial duties she haRe reasons for this bill. We accept its urgency, because
been appointed to perform. | seek leave to have the explamaster Bampton should embark upon her judicial duties
ation of the clauses insertedtitansard without my reading  immediately. She should not be sitting around the court on

it. the public payroll unable to fulfil the functions she has been
Leave granted. appointed to carry out.

EXPLANATION OF CLAUSES While I do not propose to delay the passage of the bill at

Part 1—Preliminary all, I do ask the Attorney-General, in the fullness of time, to

1—Short title provide the council with a response to this proposition: |

2—Amendment provisions s
These clauses gre formal. As there is no commencemeitnderstand that other District Court masters have been

clause, the measure will come into operation when it receive@ppointed in the past and that a judicial oath has been
the assent of the Governor. administered to them. | believe the council is entitled to an
Part 2—Amendment of Oaths Act 1936 answer from the Attorney-General as to whether the effec-

fiéirgleggmgné of section 7—Oaths to be taken by eness of those appointments has been affected in any way

Current section 7(1) provides that the officers listed in thatby the apparently unauthorised oath that has been adminis-
subsection must, before proceeding to discharge any officidlered to them. Does that fact—if indeed it be a fact—
duties, take the oath of allegiance and the judicial oath. Th%ompromise any decisions which might have been made by

current list does not include Masters of the District Court an 5 ; ; ;
contains a number of obsolete references. The propos((jettg'oSe masters? Howeyer’ | do not require an 'mmed.'ate
amendment lists judicial officers in current terms as follows: 'eésponse to that. That is a matter upon which advice might
(a) the Chief Justice, puisne judges, and Masters, ohave to be taken, but, in the fullness of time, | believe it
the Supreme Court; and should be placed on the record. We will be supporting the
~(b) the Ch[efJudge, other Judges, and Masters, of thgggng reading.
District Court; and
(c) magistrates; and

(d) justices of the peace. TheHon. KATE REYNOLDS: | indicate Democrats
4—Amendment of section 28—Commissionersfor taking support.
affidavits _ _
This amendment is consequential. TheHon. T.G. CAMERON: | support the bill and | take
TheHon. R.D. LAWSON: | indicate that Liberal on board the government’s request that the matter be dealt

members will be supporting the passage of this bill. We werevith urgently. It is a reasonable request and | intend to assist
first informed earlier this morning of a decision of cabinetthe government in that process by making my second reading
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contribution now so that the bill can proceed. Quite clearly, Insert:
the Chief Judge considers it inappropriate for Master 4A—Amendmentof section 19—Unauthorised entry on the lands
Bampton to commence her judicial duties until she has taken (1) Section 19(8)—after paragraph (d) insert:

the oaths required—oaths required of all other judicial (da) Iggggr%??ﬁéa;ixfp%‘:ggﬂﬁ:’l"essft"i‘;;iiﬁé"’g‘rorggger{ﬁ] tghe
officers in the state—and we have the Chief Justice basically on a matter of public interest occurring on, or
refusing to administer the oath to Master Bampton when he having a connection with, the lands;
has no specific authority to do so, and | think he is correct in (db) a person providing an assessment and treatment
adopting that position. Quite clearly, we need to get Master service established by the minister in accordance
Bampton to work. According to what one reads in the papers, __Wwith section 42BA; T

. - (2) Section 19(9)—delete ‘or (d)’ and substitute:
we have enough problems in the courts with unnecessary (d), (da) or (db)
delays. Itis my understanding that some people in our court IR . .
system are having their cases held up for years. I referred to this amendment during my second reading

There is an old saying that justice delayed is justicecontribution. It rt_elates to giving authprised entry on the lands
denied, so | believe that there is an onus on us to support thig @ representative of the news media who enters the lands for
billimmediately. What the government is also attempting to€ PUrPOse of investigating or reporting on a matter of public
do as it tidies up this oversight is to bring the Oaths Act ugnterest occurring on, or having a connection with, the lands;
to date. It intends to repeal any reference to the Local an@d @IS0 @ person providing an assessment and treatment
District Criminal Court Act 1926 and to delete any reference>€rVice established by the minister in accordance with
to the obsolete state office of judge in insolvency. | am noPTOPosed new section 42BA. For the benefit of members, that
sure how long it is since we have had a state office of judg&€!ates to the second amendment | will be moving in respect
in insolvency: it could well be decades. In addition to that, the?f régulated substance misuse offences—a mandatory referral
Chief Judge has also requested that section 28 of the Oatffs@" @ssessment service. There appears to be a loophole or
Act be amended to make clear that District Court masters a@9ap in the current legislation where, for instance, those who
commissioners for taking affidavits, as are the holders of af!@ve &n abuse problem with the sniffing of petrol will not be
other state judicial offices, and the bill would achieve thatcOvered by such a program.
objective. It is my intention to support the second reading so Perhaps the most contentious part of the amendment

that the bill can go through today so that we can get Mastel€lates to representatives of the news media having access to
Bampton to work. the lands. This amendment is fettered by requiring that it be

a matter of public interest that is to be reported on, occurring

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Industry and on, or having a connection with, the lands. | am convinced
Trade): | thank the Deputy Leader of the Opposition, that we would not be having this debate and indeed many
members of the Democrats, the Hon. Terry Cameron an@ther debates in the broader community about the terrible
other minor parties for their cooperation in this bill. The social, economic and health problems that have occurred on
Deputy Leader of the Opposition, the shadow attorney, didhe lands were it not for media reports that commenced, as |
ask a very reasonable question and it is something that tHecollect, with a report by Miles Kemp ifihe Advertiser a
government would, in any event, need to consider. It isiumber of months ago. By shedding light on the problems
appropriate that it should be answered, so | undertake to hatrough those media reports, | believe that it has been a real
an answer provided in writing by the Attorney-General inimpetus for reform and change and for a greater focus on the
relation to that important question that the honourablderrible problems facing the residents of the lands.
member asked. | again thank all members for their cooper- It is about allowing an opportunity to shed light on these

ation in getting this bill through. problems. | believe the best way to do it is to allow access to
Bill read a second time and taken through its remainingnedia organisations. This is not open slather. It is not about
stages. letting anyone go on these lands, but it does provide for
access to the media. In relation to proposed new para-
RAILWAY EMERGENCY PROCEDURES graph (db)—that is, a person providing an assessment and

o treatment service in respect of proposed new section 42BA—
TheHon. P.HOLLOWAY (Minister for Industryand i this amendment is defeated but the second amendment is
Trade): | lay on the table a ministerial statement on railway carried, it would require recommittal of the second part of
emergency procedures made by the Minister for Transpoghis first amendment in order to give effect to the second
today in another place. amendment, because, as | understand it, treatment providers

CATC G o S would not be covered under the act as it currently stands.
ATCHMENT WATER MANAGEMENT BOARD TheHon. T.G. CAMERON: | find the amendment

The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal moved by the Hon. Nick Xenophon quite attractive, but |

Affairsand Reconciliation): | lay on the table a ministerial v.\/antAf'tAolsodrt out a'dcogple of things. Proposed new sec-
statement about catchment water management boards maif (1)(da) provides:

in another place by the Minister for Environment and @ representative of the news media who enters the lands for the
Conservation purpose of investigating or reporting on a matter of public interest
) occurring on, or having a connection with, the lands;

PITJANTJATJARA LAND RIGHTS (REGULATED What if a representative of the news media entered the lands

SUBSTANCES) AMENDMENT BILL and was not there for the purpose of investigating or reporting

on a matter of public interest? | support what the honourable

In committee. member is attempting to do, but | am not sure that proposed
Clauses 1 to 4 passed. new paragraph (da) completely closes off an opportunity for
New clause 4A. the media to get there. However, if in his legal opinion he

TheHon. NICK XENOPHON: | move: thinks it does, that would satisfy me.
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The Hon. NICK XENOPHON: The amendment has report for her newspaper which said that the visit, with TV
been drafted in this way to make it clear that there must beameras and the Premier, was a media circus. For using the
a public interest test, so that if a journalist is going on thewords ‘media circus’ she was not actually permitted to go
lands for a holiday or to visit a friend, for instance, theyonto the lands again, and was taken off—
would not have that access. Perhaps | should have mentioned The Hon. Kate Reynolds: Who refused her application?
that, currently, any person who wants to enter the lands, as TheHon. R.D. LAWSON: Her application was refused
I understand it, has to get the permission of the executivby the AP executive, which refused to deal with this—
board. | know the Hon. Kate Reynolds has had a longstanding TheHon. Kate Reynolds: So the entire application
interest in indigenous issues and has closely scrutinised th@ocess was completed and then it was refused?
act, but at the moment it is quite restrictive as to who cango TheHon. R.D. LAWSON: She made application and it
on the lands. was refused. Likewise, that reporter, because she had written

The people to whom it does not apply are police officerghat it was a media circus—a fairly innocuous comment, one
acting in the course of carrying out their official duties; anywould have thought—when the Premier went to hand over
other officer appointed pursuant to statute acting in the coursthe L-shaped Conservation Park to the Maralinga people and
of carrying out their official duties; someone with the written journalists were invited and transport was providéte
authority of the minister; a member of parliament of the statetustralian was told that although they had previously been
or commonwealth; a person who is genuinely a candidate fawn the list they were no longer on the list of journalists who
election to a parliament of the state or commonwealth; avere invited to go. So there is a great deal of censorship
person who is accompanying and genuinely assisting armyoing on in relation to what is happening with Aboriginal
such member or candidate; and also entry upon the lands affairs in this state. It is for that reason that we will be
case of emergency. The reason | put reference to ‘in theupporting this amendment, because it is important—
public interest’ is to make it clear that this is about genuine  The Hon. Kate Reynolds: Will the written records made
reporting of issues on the lands that would be in the publiby the AP executive show that those applications were
interest. | hope that sufficiently answers therefused? Because these applications—

Hon. Mr Cameron’s question. TheHon. R.D. LAWSON: If the honourable member has

TheHon.R.D.LAWSON: | also add to what the some query, | would be obliged if she would put it on the
Hon. Nick Xenophon has said in relation to the matter raisedecord and | will certainly respond. However, we on this side
by the Hon. Terry Cameron. The Hon. Terry Cameron’sof the committee believe that the treatment of the media was
question is actually a very acute one, because it recogniségghly selective and that, ultimately, it is not in the best
what one might always expect of journalists—they may gdnterests of anyone to have what is going on or not going on
onto the lands for one authorised purpose but then forget the lands being censored or beyond media scrutiny.
about that authorised purpose and engage in activities that are The Hon. T.G. CAMERON: | too indicate my support
inimical to the people on the lands. for the amendment standing in the name of the Hon. Nick

That is a difficulty with anyone going onto the lands Xenophon. | was unaware of the incident that the Hon. Robert
without permission, and that is why the existing act provided. awson has just outlined to the committee.
that a police officer can go onto the lands but only when TheHon. T.G. Roberts: Do you accept it?
acting in the course of, or carrying out, his official duties. So, TheHon. T.G. CAMERON: | have just said that | am
if a police officer goes onto the lands on duty but ceases tanaware of it—did | say | accepted it? You might like to wait
be on duty he is not entitled to remain on the lands becauaatil | finish my sentence before you jump in on me.
the purpose is actually specified in the act. Similarly, an The ACTING CHAIRMAN (Hon. J.S.L. Dawkins):
officer appointed pursuant to some statute is only entitled tdhe Hon. Mr Cameron should not be diverted.
go onto the lands and remain on the lands whilst he isinthe TheHon. T.G. CAMERON: | am unaware of the
course of carrying out his official duties. Likewise, personsincident that the Hon. Robert Lawson has referred to, but |
authorised by the minister are entitled to go onto the landbad already decided to support the amendment standing in the
only for the purpose of carrying out their functions. In my name of the Hon. Nick Xenophon and would have done so,
view the draftsman had to adopt the mechanism that he ha&xcept the honourable member jumped up before me. If the
adopted here of saying a representative of the news medstory that the Hon. Robert Lawson has outlined to the
who enters the lands for the purpose of investigating andommittee is in any way correct then it does not bode well for
reporting on a matter of public interest. transparent and open reporting of the news on the

| also indicate that Liberal Party members will be Pitjantjatjara lands. However, | have no idea whether what
supporting this amendment. The reason for our support is nohe Hon. Robert Lawson has said is correct or not so, in
atheoretical or ideological one: itis an entirely practical oneresponse to the minister’s interjection, | am neither accepting
Earlier this year when there was an election on the lands mor rejecting what he said—merely, as | have indicated, that
journalist fromThe Australian newspaper sought access tol was unaware of it.
the lands, but the then executive had decided to give only one TheHon. R.D. LAWSON: Can | correct something | said
media representative permission to go onto the lands for thearlier?
purpose of viewing and reporting on the election. That The ACTING CHAIRMAN: | understand that, but the
happened to be Mr Miles Kemp @he Advertiser, who had Hon. Kate Reynolds is on her feet and | called the Hon.
previously been onto the lands on several occasions and witdr Cameron because we had been following his line, so |
had written very favourable articles about those persons whwill call the Hon. Kate Reynolds.
were in office at that particular time. The reporter frdime TheHon. KATE REYNOLDS: This will probably give
Australian, Rebecca diGirolamo—who is now witfihe  the Hon. Robert Lawson the opportunity to say what he was
Southern Cross as the media officer for the Catholic Church, going to say. | was very interested to follow through the
a very good journalist—had previously been onto the landsletail of people’s understanding of the application process for
with the minister and the Premier and had written an accuratdnose seeking to enter the lands. Almost anybody can enter
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the lands, and | am not aware that there are even any legal TheHon. R.D. LAWSON: Or accommodation. However,
restrictions on anyone making an application. Some peopli& this case the application was made. Telephone calls and
are exempted, and the Hon. Nick Xenophon has named thode|low-ups were made, and the individual and the organisa-
because they are named in the act, but some who are exempipn were fobbed off generally, with no response until just
ed from making an application can enter the lands. Evebefore the election was held, when it was obviously too late
members of parliament, who are not required to make afor the journalist to get to the lands. That sort of chicanery
application, as | understand it, still go through the processhould not be permitted. | remind the committee that the
(certainly, members of the Aboriginal Lands Parliamentaryamendment before it will require that a journalist who
Standing Committee do so) because it is about showingroposes to enter the lands will have to give reasonable notice
respect for those communities. We do not just go trampin@f the time, place and purpose of the proposed entry—just
in unannounced, and we do not tramp wherever we want tdike a government official or a politician. So, the same
We respectfully give notice and seek the approval of thosarrangements now apply to members of parliaments, persons
communities. | have struggled from the very beginning withauthorised by the minister to visit the lands, or other official
the notion that the media can go in at any time. officers pursuant to statute (whether it be the Health Act or

It is important to understand the application process. Théhe Inspection of Livestock Act, or whatever), namely, they
form for people who want to visit the lands is very widely Must give notice. | believe that, under the current act, the only
available. You have to say who is applying to visit; if you arePersons who do not have to give notice are police officers,
from an organisation, you have to name it and give you@nd one might have a debate about that.
address, telephone and fax numbers, an email address and anThis amendment does not undermine respect for the
emergency contact, which of course is very necessary in thosghabitants of the lands and is not moved to undermine their
remote communities. Approved contractors, consultants dnterests but to enhance them. Not only non-indigenous
suppliers are required to give the appropriate numbers. Theeople who live off the land are interested in what is going
form includes one line for people to describe the purpose ofn there; many Aboriginal people around Australia are also
their entry—'Going for meeting’, ‘Going to provide health interested. There is no capacity to find out, except through
service, or whatever it might be—so it is not as though thegovernment authorised entrants and government material.
body that processes those applications (the APY executivd)he minister issues very helpful press releases when he visits
is asking for a great deal of detail. The form requires you tghat tell us all the wonderful things that the government is
give the details of your vehicle, which again is incredibly doing. Independent journalists, who play an important role
sensible and logical in those remote communities. You aré our democracy, do not have an opportunity to travel freely
asked to give your date of entry and departure, and you ait¢ the lands.
also asked to name the communities you intend to visit. If it
is a straightforward application, it is processed by the permits  The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: | have listened patiently to
officer. the contributions made. | have heard the Hon. Nick

There is a second step for the media. They are asked ¥enophon’s story about the single journalist who was denied
provide some additional information about which communi-access. | have not heard of any more. | followed up the one—
ties they want to visit and what they want to do there. They The Hon. Nick Xenophon: Itis a general principle.

are given quite specific information about the time line: it TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: | know it is a general
takes longer to get the permit applications authorised for thgrinciple, but you are changing the act on the general
media, because each community is contacted and askeginciple of the denial of access of one journalist during one
whether or not it approves that media person—whether it bgeriod of time. There have been other stories of individuals
a journalist or a photographer—uvisiting each of thosepeing denied access, because the executive has made a
communities. | have had a number of conversations with thgecision that they do not want those people on their land. |
people who process these applications. | have not done soday, ‘on their land’ deliberately, because it is private land. |
the past couple of weeks, but | did at the time this amendmeRyould like to pose a question to those supporting this: would
was first put on file. To the best of my knowledge, noyou like journalist to pose the following to you? ‘l am going
application from a journalist has ever been refused. On & come to your barbecue next Sunday. There is a matter of
number of occasions, journalists have made an applicatiorpubnc interest there, Nick Xenophon is there, Mr Terry
having filled out the initial permit application form, but did Cameron is bringing a couple of bottles of red around, and |
not complete the second process that the APY executivignderstand that Robbie Lawson is going to be there too—he
requires journalists to complete. | would be very interestedings a good song on karaoke—and the public should know
if the Hon. Robert Lawson could provide us with further apout it. That is basically what the amendment does.
information about any journalist who has been refused the amendment provides that, if it is in the public interest,
permission to enter the lands. you cannot deny access—under the rules, as long as they go

TheHon. R.D. LAWSON: | am very happy to do that for - through the same procedures as everyone else—to journalists
the benefit of the committee. It is true that, in the instance tif they make the declaration in light of this. | am not sure who
which | referred today—namely, a journalist applying to visitis going to make the decision of what is in the public interest.
the lands for the purpose of viewing the election process—s it going to go to court to be contested before the application
approval was given within a couple of days of the electioris made, or after it is made? If it is denied, | am not really
being held. The circumstances were these: the applicatiasure about the process. You are talking about privately owned
was made two weeks before the election, against the backand. That land belongs to the Anangu Pitjantjatjara Yan-
ground that it takes a lot of time and many arrangements teunytjatjara people. There are a lot of occasions and good
get transport to the lands. One cannot simply book a flightreasons why access has been restricted. Not denied—
because there are no regular transport arrangements.  restricted.

TheHon. T.G. Roberts: Or accommodation. TheHon. Nick Xenophon: Do you mean to journalists?
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TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: To everybody. There are whether it is contestable as to whether or not journalists are
reasons why you do not want people there. Itis the centre able to come on and film, interview, take photographs, etc.
Australia for a start. Temperatures get up into the 60s on thiesuspect that, had you known this information, you might not
lands from now until March. There is a whole range ofhave gone ahead with the amendment. We are trying to talk
reasons why Anangu do not want people wandering arounit them about changing an age-old practice of permits which
up there, so they have to have an idea of where people ars.very restrictive—

The application process spells out all the details about TheHon. R.I. Lucas; It is not that old.

notification, when you enter, when you are going to leave and  The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: Itis 25 years old; that is not
who you must notify when you are there. That is for gooda |ong time, geographically speaking. We are trying to get a
reason, and it happens outside the lands as well. If you a('gactice change by negotiations around the table for a whole
going up to Oodnadatta and you are driving around the roadginge of reasons, and that is why we are opposing the
at William Creek and so on, where a sudden downfall camendment as it stands. At a later date, through negotiations
deny access or have you caught between places, it is gogghd discussions with the AP, | would like to be able to report
practice to register with the hotel or to let somebody knowthat they have a different and more accessible permit system
where you are, where you are starting your journey and whefhan the one they have now. They know that they have to
you are going to return, and give some sort of time frame. gpen up the lands; they know that they have to lift some of

The Hon. RI. Lucas interjecting: _ the restrictions and make access easier for tourism. There is

TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: | am saying that there are an intention to set up a tourism-art program; there are
good and valid reasons why people on the lands do not wafitentions to have the Mann Ranges and the Everard Ranges
to have general access without notification. Also, somethingpened up for tourism, and that is wonderful; it is beautiful

that a lot of Australians in the metropolitan area do notcountry. However, itis harsh and it is also unforgiving if you
understand is that Aboriginal people do what they callhave Japanese tourists on bikes.

‘business’. They shut down access to roads. Overnight, The Hon. Nick Xenophon interjecting:
barriers are pulled out and drawn up, and they have people The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: |

'[Sf:anv(\jl;]ngl gu?rd.r'll;:\ely:a\;? ?ielj]?tltilvilntlt'latlfp fi‘:er{r]]o?t'ﬁs ffquustration. You are a sensitive soul; you are far too sensitive
€ whole of central Austraia, 1t 1S notJust for e Norh of o his jssye. The government is negotiating change. An

South Australia and itis not just f(.)r the Anangu Pitj‘."‘mjatjaraamendment has been moved without discussion with the APY
peqple up there. You are not talking about an apphcahonfognd’ because we have so many other issues that we are
Z:‘e'f:lukﬁ‘foggguﬁ‘gexrgbubolfungge% nv\‘ljho(;”;rgml?euzeaﬁg;[ YL?SHegotiating, the government would prefer to discuss the issue
t0 AUSIr ﬁ but t t% ? n E[) v?/h have th 4 r_m nji of permits in a free and unfetterred way that does not have
0 Australia but {0 the planel—wno have tese CEremoni€y,; parliament, based in metropolitan Adelaide, dealing with

and they want to have some form of access denial so that th?ﬁ(terstate and metropolitan-based journalists who are advising

can do what they want to do, and it is quite private. Whltethe APY what is in their public interest,

Svi%pr)]l?h%r;griniirgﬂgi?]ce)gzllowed to view Aboriginal people TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: | would like to make a few
TheHon. T.G Cameron.' The media have always comments in support of the Hon. Nick Xenophon’s amend-
PR ’ ment, and | ask the minister to cast his mind back a short time

respected that. ; .
The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: Well, we are saying that the ©© when we moved to establish a select committee. | took a

changes to this will make it easier for access if it is in themotion to our party room to establish a select committee,
public interest. If showing tribal Aboriginal people at which was the catalyst for a lot of change which led to the
initiation ceremonies is in the public interest, | am not sur{?@b:'?se@rgglrgsoif;gerﬁgargggg .I(Eﬁ;nLnéigss?ff\évrhiﬁgttwag'?g é

Vdgg ISN%Oklr;(%;%Sﬁgﬂeggzgttg (Ijr:a;irr]]eé ‘\)/\tjr?zlaltc ilsnitr? rtisetpljbtﬁ f expulsion of Kevin Borick from the AP lands because he said
) omething they did not like.

interest? Who is going to define the public interest—the® R
courts? Who? We have to respect the wishes of the Anangu Members interjecting: . . .

people who are now sitting down with us and talking about ~TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: No, he is not a journalist. We

a wide range of issues associated with access to the landsit here for a decade, and | do not recall many questions
mining, environmental tourism, culture and heritage displayPeing asked and | do not recall reading many articles in
where they are prepared to sit down with us for the first imé)ewspapers about the human tragedy that was unfolding in
ever and work out the rules of engagement for mininghe AP lands over that time. What contributed to this
companies and oil exploration. They are sitting down with ugParliament's neglect was the fact that we were not getting
now, talking about how to change the permit system to bringegular reporting from the media as to the human tragedy that
benefits to Anangu people on their land in a way that ivas occurring in that area. Itis not just a matter of censorship
structured and has formality and respect built into it. Out oftind the way in which the journalist frofihe Australian was

the blue comes an amendment to a bill that we had n¥eated on this particular occasion. Itis also a question of the
intention— community’s, the parliament’s and successive governments’

TheHon. Nick Xenophon: It is not out of the blue. neglect of what was occurring in that area.

TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: | am not sure how much Even the minister would agree with me that the Premier
constructive dialogue you have had with the AP people, oef this state is very responsive to the media, and | put that in
whether or not you have run it past their executive, but | an@s neutral a way as | can. | can assure the minister that, if we
sure that, if you did, you would have to go up there anchad read articles iifhe Australian or on television which
engage with them. You would have to sit down with them andshowed the unfolding human tragedy through the 1990s, this
talk to them about the good intentions that you have irparliament would have responded that much earlier and some
allowing the media access in the public interest, whether o®f these problems would not have got to the stage—
not it is regarded by them as being in the public interest or The Hon. Kate Reynolds interjecting:

am just making an
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TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: We did not have any. We minister in relation to the tragedy that was unfolding on the
never had the media reports, and it was certainly not on miands, because | visited the lands on a number of occasions
radar screen. It was not on that of many members. It mighby invitation to try to act as a mediator between the Pit
have been on the Hon. Kate Reynolds’ radar screen but it wauncil and what was then being worked up as the council
not on parliament’s radar screen prior to the time she gahat was going to play the role of the Pit council on the AP
here. That is a fact, and that was as a consequence of fends. It was to be a service organisation to take over the role
reporting or little reporting about what was occurring, aboutirom the Alice Springs-based Pitjantjatjara Council. It also
the human tragedy, in the 1990s. provided anthro and legal representation. The tragedy that

We have to have media reporting about what is going omnfolded in front of my eyes was total shock. | left the lands
up there because it is the way in which we as a parliament can total shock. | tried to get a number of journalists interested,;
be informed. Itis all well and good for those people who ard tried editors; and | tried interstate papers to try to urge them
serving on a committee to say that they are well informed, buto take an interest in the South Australian lands because the
for members of parliament and the broader public it is vitalocal media did not want to know.
that we are made aware of what is occurring up there so that The Hon. Nick Xenophon interjecting:
we do not let this human tragedy occur again behind closed TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS. What the honourable
doors, behind brick walls or behind a permit system, as thenember is saying is that they did not take any interest
minister described. because of the permit system. That is not what happened.

The second point | make is that the minister alluded to  The Hon. Nick Xenophon interjecting:
private property. It is not fair to describe the AP lands as TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: Well, the briefing. | with-
private property. It is community property that has beerdraw and apologise. | thought that is what you meant.
vested in the AP people pursuant to an act of parliament. That The Hon. T.G. Cameron interjecting:
is what it is. It is not private property. If he wants to use that TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: That is quite possibly right.
example, let me say that there is no law that would prevent was ineffective. | placed a range of information before
me from turning up at the minister’s place on Sunday for arjournalists and others and said, ‘I think you ought to take an
afternoon barbecue, walking up his driveway and sayinginterest in what is going on up there, but do it in a construc-
‘Gidday, Terry.” No offence would be committed, even if he tive way; inform yourself about what is going on, not only

did not like to see me there. here in South Australia but also Australia-wide.’
TheHon. T.G. Cameron: You would be welcome if you The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting:
had a bottle of red in in your hand. TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: If the honourable member

TheHon. A.J. REDFORD: | would need more than that. says that no-one was informed, go back and look at the
Under this legislation, itis an offence for someone merely taontributions that | made as shadow minister, highlighting the
set foot on those lands. It is not a private property situationissues in relation to some of the problems in the lands. |
In terms of private property, journalists have a right to go orapproached the minister in relation to what was happening on
Nick Xenophon’s property, knock on his door and seek tahe lands; not only on the lands but also at many other
interview him. | do not know what the honourable membercommunities within South Australia. | agree it is a tragedy.
does with his time at night, but we only have to waldie =~ The way in which it has unfolded, | do not agree. It appears
7.30 Report, Today Tonight or A Current Affair to see that that members have made up their mind. | do not think there
that happens on a regular basis, and the people who own thatanything more | can say in relation to my opposition to
private property are not perhaps on occasions all that hapmpening it up to media interest. The honourable member says,
about it but journalists have aright to do that, just as ordinaryLet us open it up so that, like private property, people can
people do. There is a fundamental difference, and the analoglgen enter the lands.’
that the minister gave is not fair or correct. TheHon. Nick Xenophon: | did not say that.

| urge members to support this because never again should TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: Well, the implications are
this happen, that a human tragedy of that dimension shoulthat if you have private property—
unfold in the northern part of our state and we down here The Hon. Nick Xenophon interjecting:
blissfully remain ignorant of the extent and the reality of that TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: You walk on to private
tragedy. It is all well and good to say that the professionalgroperty. If someone on private property orders you off, you
or people on the select committee are aware of it, but thikave to leave. That is part of the law, as | understand it. If you
issue is far too important to be confined to that small, seleajo to the lands and the executive—
group of people. It is a tragedy that should have been made The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting:
apparent a decade ago, and it was not made apparent. TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: The roads are on private

TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: | agree with the honourable land; they are private. If an executive member orders you off
member’'s comments. It is an extreme tragedy that shoulthe lands, that is far more embarrassing than having been
have been brought to the public’s attention far earlier than itlenied access for whatever the reasons you have been denied
was, but there were certain steps that this parliament hadaccess. As | said, the individual case is one journalist being
responsibility to take that it did not take because the standindenied access at a critical time. If the election of the APY
committee had been abandoned. With respect to highlightingxecutive was so important in terms of public interest, even
the problems on the lands, | have a different view as to howhough other journalists were on the case, public interest was
it all happened. Miles Kemp's article was the first indicationserved by a reporter being there. If the reporters there got it
via the media that all was not right on the lands and that ther&rong, then obviously public interest had not been served.
were major issues out there. The information | had was that the process was not com-

The Hon. T.G. Cameron interjecting: pleted. There was not a completed process. If the journalists

TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: The honourable member from Sydney were genuine, why did they not go to Alice
says that it is a catalyst. In my office | have at least 10 to é&prings and wait for their applications to be completed? Itis
dozen notifications to media outlets that | made as shadoanly a 4% to five hour drive away. That is an option.
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The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting: violence, that you could not buy fresh food, that everything
TheHon. T.G. ROBERTS: No, not a fortnight. | spoke cost a fortune; we all knew that.
to the applications officer who said that they had contacted The mainstream media did not run very many front page
the individual and asked them to hurry up with their applica-stories, but plenty of other media did. Indigenous media did;
tion because time was running out. If | have been toldSBS ran documentaries all the time; a lot of the alternative
mistruths, then | would say that you have a case to answemewspaper publications and magazine publications ran stories
The Hon. Kate Reynolds may have been given the sama&bout hardship on the lands, about the issues on the lands and
information. | just make those few comments and indicatén remote communities all round Australia all the time. The
that the government is opposed to the amendment. fact that the mainstream media did not does not mean that we
TheHon. KATE REYNOLDS: | have a couple of should be suddenly saying that someone wrote an article
questions that | would like to ask the Hon. Nick Xenophon,earlier this year that acted as a catalyst for a whole lot of
as the mover of the amendment. One of the things we hawehange. It was not a catalyst. We could have a whole other
talked about a lot in this place in the time | have been herejebate about this, but the article published inAldeertiser
in particular since the time of the Aboriginal Lands Parlia-this year might have been a catalyst for this government to
mentary Standing Committee—and it has been working asy to deal with some issues because it was highly embar-
hard as it can—is the need for respectful and timely consultaassed, but that does not mean that media in the past have not
tion with Anangu about decisions that affect them. Clearlytaken an interest and not reported.
this decision to allow representatives of the news media—and What is more shocking in my view is the indifference that
I will come to the definition of that in a minute—onto the mainstream media and successive governments and parlia-
lands at any time at any place with almost no restrictionsnents have shown. That is the issue. | am sure that the Hon.
would have an effect on Anangu. Can the honourable membétick Xenophon would agree with me when | say that this
say with whom he consulted in relation to this amendmenparticular government is very much driven by the media. So
and what sorts of views were expressed about that? yes, that particular article was a catalyst, but it is not going
TheHon. NICK XENOPHON: | should make it clear to continue as a catalyst having articles on the front page of
that my concerns about this issue of media access on the ARe paper if all the relationships that we are now trying to
lands is something which predates the incident in relation tbuild with people in those communities have been destroyed.
the journalist fromThe Australian. This is something that has | would like to emphasise that | am not going to defend
been of concern to me for some time. Have | consulted thprevious governments or parliaments, but this particular
AP lands executive? No, | have not. | acknowledge that. parliament has established a committee that is attempting to
consider that an important principle is at stake, in terms ofvork in a bipartisan way to seriously address those issues. |
having adequate access. Given what has occurred—and | iave to take on face value some of the work that the govern-
not question at all the sincerity and hard work of the Honment is doing and sometimes | struggle with that, but the
Kate Reynolds, the minister and others—there is somethinigsue about building relationships is particularly important.
seriously wrong when the conditions on the lands have beeif we now say that we are going to pass this amendment,
so parlous and there is still widespread substance abuse. which is tantamount to saying that someone from the media
I know that the minister today was talking about 10 to 15can enter my back yard and then they can enter my home
per cent of Aboriginal indigenous youths having a petrolwhenever they like without my permission, and perhaps
sniffing problem. Something needs to be done. To me thereithout even telling me, this is going to seriously put at risk
is an overriding principle at stake here. | want to assure théhe relationships that we are trying to build with people in the
Hon. Kate Reynolds that it does not indicate on my part @aommunity covered by this act.
lack of respect for the communities. | believe that thisisan Is the Hon. Nick Xenophon going to move similar
opportunity to do something positive to shed light on a veryamendments for other communities that are not covered by
serious problem. | still believe that if it was not for the initial this act? There are others that experience poverty, violence
article by Miles Kemp inThe Advertiser, which acted as a and unreasonable costs of basic services, but they are not
catalyst for change, we would not be having this debate. covered by this act. Are we going to say that if the media can
These problems have been going on for so long and thelleave unfettered access to these lands they can have the same
has been a community that, unfortunately, at times has beetcess to any other Aboriginal community? | would be
severely dysfunctional, and | believe that shedding light onnterested to hear the Hon. Nick Xenophon's response to that.
a terrible situation is a positive step, so | am guided by whatwould also like to place on the record that | have had quite
| consider is a important principle here of openness of accessdifferent version of the sequence of events in relation to the
to the media, given what has occurred. As a general principlgournalist fromThe Australian seeking to enter the lands to
| endorse the comments of the Hon. Angus Redford in termsover the election.
of his concerns and his experiences with relation to this. My understanding—and | would like this on the record—
TheHon. KATE REYNOLDS: | must confess that my is that the application process was not completed; that a
interest in Aboriginal and broader indigenous issues is aumber of calls were made to try to have all the forms lodged
relatively new interest of some three or four years, | wouldso that the application process could be completed and that
say. Certainly, in the last 18 months | have learned afournalist could be given permission to enter the lands and
enormous amount and in the last seven or eight months | hawever the election. | will be following this up and looking for
come to understand things that three or four years ago woulthe documentary evidence of a complete application that the
have been completely incomprehensible to me. But evenHion. Rob Lawson is indicating was lodged and then was
know that 15 or 20 years ago there were stories in the medi@fused, because refusals are of course put in writing.
about the conditions in remote communities in this country. | think that members here must oppose this amendment.
There were not a lot of stories, but everyone knew that thos@/e can have an argument about whether or not the lands are
communities were doing it tough. Everyone knew that thergrivate or whether or not they are community owned. The
was entrenched poverty, there were issues around famifyoint is that the APY lands are not public land. They are not
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land that anyone should be able to go tramping into at angound like one of your government backbenchers. | do not
time with free and unfettered access. These are peoplefsally mean to, but on this | do happen to agree.

homes. These are people’s places of spiritual practice. This The Hon. R.D. Lawson interjecting:

is, in effect, the museums, the art galleries, the sacred places, TheHon. KATE REYNOLDS: It sold a lot of papers,

as we have similar sacred places in our white, urban, citydidn't it? It shows what happens when the newspaper runs
based and very much city-centric culture that we take a gredeadlines such as ‘Self rule is dead’. How long did it take for
deal of time, money and effort to protect. | strongly andus to try to rebuild that damaged relationship? People are very
strenuously believe that the Aboriginal communities shouldwilling to have discussion about how the lands can be made
be given the same opportunity to protect their sacred placesjore available, but this amendment is not the place to start.
their homes and their places of cultural significance. | would urge members to vote against it.

We must also recognise, as the minister said in his TheHon. SANDRA KANCK: | do not know whether it
remarks, that some physical safety issues need to be takif@s the intention of the mover of the amendment, but | see
into account, too. | do not know whether the Hon. Nick this as being extremely paternalistic. It seems to me, in terms
Xenophon has been to those remote communities on the APY its effect, to have the same sort of intent as our Prime
lands, but it is not somewhere where you would want peopldinister has done in abolishing ATSIC and then proposing
roaming about without sufficient food, water and shelter in2 body that has no power. We gave power to the people on
those extreme temperatures. If we start dismantling thigese lands, and by doing things such as this, we take that
permit system now, where will it end? What messages are weower away from them and we potentially take away their
sending to those communities? | cannot and will not toleratéignity, because | believe that some of these journalists just

the undermining of the right of those communities to lookwant to get up there to take cheap shots. | would encourage
after their own affairs. members to vote against it.

: : : TheHon. NICK XENOPHON: It is certainly not my
We keep saying—the rhetoric here is from every party and . ; L ;
every Independent in this place and the other—that indiger]tcnion for this to t_)(ahpart]ern?lhstlc_. | make it cleﬁr that | am
ous communities need to be assisted to become moﬂaolt In agreement wit V\; at the Ptr:me Minister has do?e In
independent; to look after their own affairs; to manage theif ation to ATSIC. In relation to the Hon. Kate Reynolds

own decisions; to manage their assets; and to meet the(aluestion about whether | am seeking to apply this to other

responsibilities. If we start undermining them in this way, C%r:\]tmtl;]?é“?s’vf/@rskl?nth; bcll!s,i\f[\il\l/tg szg'ChTV;]'ﬁs "’Erse r?iagggh![
then | would have enormous sympathy for community leader: . . ' & p ay. A
estroying relationships or about being counterproductive in

and individuals who would take this as a very strong messa . . . .
that the parliament does not care—this is a bit of a shot acro rms_of the relat_|o_nsh|ps t.hé?t have been built. | believe th_at
ere is an overriding public interest that, but for the media

the bows—and | would understand if they thought that th

; ; . potlight in relation to some of the terrible problems on the
gggglér;%dgood relationship was about to be completelfands’ I do not think we would be getting the action that we

have. | am conscious of the time. | understand that the
When | was on the lands last week at the AnNTEP ceregoyernment will be seeking to report progress. | am happy to
mony, | had a conversation with a number of individuals ands|aporate on this, but | hope that in a shorthand way | have

a couple of small groups of both Anangu and governmeninswered the Hon. Kate Reynolds’ immediate question.
white workers who were on the lands, and every single Progress reported; committee to sit again.

person expressed their shock and horror that we were

contemplating this. Every single person to whom | spoke ADJOURNMENT

said, ‘Yes, we need to have more discussion about how we

can make the lands more accessible to people’ for the sortof At 6.06 p.m. the council adjourned until Monday
purposes that the minister outlined earlier—I am starting t@2 November at 2.15 p.m.



