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Parliament, which adjourned on 29 March 2007, was prorogued by proclamation dated 5 April 2007. By proclamation dated

5 April, it was summoned to meet on Tuesday 24 April at 12 noon, and the Second Session began on that date.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

Tuesday 24 April 2007

ThePRESIDENT (Hon. R.K. Sneath) took the chair at
12 noon.

OPENING OF PARLIAMENT

The Clerk (Mrs J.M. Davis) read the proclamation by His
Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor (Bruno Krumins)
summoning parliament.

GOVERNOR'S SPEECH

Honourable Members of the Legislative Council and
Members of the House of Assembly.

| have called you together for the dispatch of business.

| thank Lewis O’Brien, an elder of the Kaurna people, for
his gracious ‘welcome to country’ today.

And | acknowledge, seated in the Gallery today, de-

scendants of members of South Australia’s first Parliament.

South Australia has enjoyed a distinguished history of
democracy. This assembly, whose founding members
gathered in Old Parliament House a century and a half
ago, was among the very first in the world to be elected
by a secret ballot. So many of the democratic traditions
which elsewhere are taken for granted in the 21st century
were nurtured here by the people of South Australia.
Those early South Australians sought to make their new
State both representative and inclusive long before others
followed their example. Members of both Houses assem-
bled here today are the latest guardians of those powerful
traditions.

| am pleased that on this important anniversary | am
able to pay tribute to all those who, throughout the history
of South Australia, have served the people of this State
and its strong association with parliamentary democracy.
When | last visited Adelaide in 2002 | reflected on the
development of Australia as a modern nation. It is an
endeavour to which the people and Parliament of South
Australia have contributed much, and to them all | send
my continued good wishes and warmest congratulations
on this special day.

It is a great pleasure to open this Second Session and to ELIZABETH R.

join you in this happy and historic occasion.

24th April, 2007.

At this special Sesquicentenary Opening of Parliament, we Honourable Members.
celebrate 150 years of successful responsible governmentin The history of the South Australian Parliament is char-

South Australia.

acterised by a steady development that has both reflected and

This day affords an opportunity for us to look back at thefyrther encouraged the wider social and economic growth of
achievements of not just this institution, but of the people othe State.

this State overall.
It is also a day for us to think of the future—of the

The formation of Parliament marked a profound change.
It was the end of a colonial system of administration in

Parliament’s capacity to continue to advance the interests @fhich a Governor responsible only to the British Crown ruled

the State and to bring about the common good.
Exactly 50 years ago today, the then Governor, His

South Australia.

It was also the beginning of a model of government that,

Excellency Sir Robert George, began his speech in this plaggrough Parliament, was responsible directly to the people of
by reading a message of congratulations from Her Majestyhe State.

The Queen.

The Parliament of South Australia officially began on 22

For today’s opening, Her Majesty has again very kindlyapril 1857, following elections held the previous month and

sent us a message, and it reads as follows:

the introduction, in 1856, of a Constitution that was seen as

I'am most grateful for this opportunity of addressing one of the most democratic in the world for its time.
myself to the Parliament of South Australia as it celebrates A mere 20 years after the start of European settlement—

the 150th anniversary of its first meeting.

and building on the work of the appointed Legislative
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Council that was inaugurated in 1843—the people of Soutlvecome the first place to establish telegraphic communication

Australia had a bicameral, representative Parliament. between Australia and the outside world.
It consisted of an 18-member Legislative Council and a It is important to note that the development of this
36-member House of Assembly. Parliament did not stop South Australia from becoming a

Reflecting the free, non-conformist and liberal ethos of theeritical, enthusiastic player in the movement towards the
colony’s founders, the new Parliament functioned on thd-ederation of Australia in 1901.
basis of contemporary democratic principles and measures. For example, Adelaide hosted one of the key Constitu-
Just some of these included adult male suffrage (including fatonal Conventions of the 1890s and, of course, Charles
Aboriginal men), use of secret ballot, no plural voting, noKingston was a prime mover behind Federation.
property qualification for Members of the House of When the first Federal Parliament convened, former
Assembly, and a relatively limited property qualification for members and officers of the South Australian Parliament
Members of the Legislative Council. were strongly represented: Kingston became Minister for
A few days after the opening of Parliament, one localTrade and Customs; Richard Baker was elected inaugural
newspaperThe Adelaide Observesaid that the circum- President of the Senate; Frederick Holder became the first
stances under which South Australia entered this new pha&peaker of the House of Representatives; and the former
were ‘auspicious’. Clerk of both the Legislative Council and the House of
It opined that South Australia’s financial position wasAssembly, Edwin Blackmore, became the inaugural Clerk of
sound, that its population was growing rapidly, that com-the Senate.
merce was in ‘a safe and improving condition’, and that The early 20th century saw the Parliament increasingly
foreign trade was increasing. operate along party lines, especially following the creation of
‘Indications of advancing prosperity are to be found onthe Labor Party.
every hand,’ theObserversaid, ‘and a tone of confident The Parliament grappled with the social and economic

hopefulness pervades the whole community’. challenges generated by the Depression and the impact of two
The stature of the Parliament and the scope of its workVorld Wars.
grew steadily throughout the 19th century. This again led to some political instability, but the

Its laws and decisions had an increasing impact on thigitimacy of the institution itself—the Parliament—remained
day-to-day lives of South Australians—including through therock solid.
introduction of one of the first and most groundbreaking Indeed, the Parliament achieved a landmark in 1939 with
pieces of legislation, thReal Property Act the completion of Parliament House and the construction of

This Act instituted South Australia’s own Torrens Title this very Chamber.
system, which has since become known and used worldwide The post-World War Il period was characterised by a new
to simplify the recording of dealings in land. burst of activism and reform.

Nevertheless, not all was plain sailing. The extraordinary premiership of Sir Thomas Playford
Within just a few years of the establishment of the Parliasaw Parliament involved in a wide range of State-building
ment, tensions arising from the relationship between Britishnitiatives, including in the fields of housing, electricity,
statutes and local law-making came to a head. transport, agriculture, manufacturing, mining, defence, and

A constitutional crisis in the 1860s arose from a struggledrban and regional development.
between the Parliament and the Supreme Court’s Justice The 1960s and 1970s brought about various measures to
Benjamin Boothby over the validity of locally enacted laws.reform the electoral system that had an impact on the make-

This crisis—which led to the appointment of a Selectup and running of the Parliament.

Committee to investigate Boothby and to the collapse of a And the Dunstan era, in particular, saw a flurry of social
ministry—ended only with the death of the judge in 1868. reforms.

In the days before the development of political parties, the Just some of these included laws designed: to improve the
Parliament also survived what one historian described agelfare, civil liberties and land rights of Aboriginal people;
‘chronic instability’—indeed, the formation of 47 different to outlaw discrimination on the basis of race and gender; to
governments in the first 36 years of Parliament. provide for equal opportunity; to afford protection to

Both greater stability and activism occurred in the 1880sonsumers; and to improve the general level of community
and 1890s, partly encouraged by the wily and energetigelfare.

Premier, Charles Kingston. Thoughtful, sensible law-making continued throughout the

Building on South Australia’s radical beginnings and its1980s and 1990s, resulting in even greater social and
history of enlightened social reform, the colony entered @&conomic prosperity for South Australians.
period that earned it a worldwide reputation for being aMore recently, Parliament has enacted measures to enhance
‘social laboratory’. the honesty, accountability and transparency of government,

Just some of the measures adopted at this time includeahd to remove unjustified discrimination.
the payment of a salary to Members of Parliament, and the And, in May 2005, it achieved another milestone: the first
granting to women of the right both to vote and to stand forregional sitting of the Parliament, in Mount Gambier.
Parliament.Parliament’s decision in 1894 to grant adult Today, the South Australian Parliament is a place of both
women the right to vote made South Australia the first colonycontinuity and change.
in Australia, and just the fourth place in the world, to It has become more representative of the State as the

introduce such a measure. franchise has expanded.
And the granting of the right to stand for Parliament, also  And both these trends—along with the increasing
made in 1894, was a world first. responsibilities of government generally—have led the

Responding to the development of technology, Parliamerarliament to play an even more crucial role in the devel-
granted the money that allowed South Australia, in 1872, topment of the State and in the lives of South Australians.



Tuesday 24 April 2007 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 3

Perhaps most importantly, Parliament is today debatingremier's Be Active Challenge will promote physical activity
and dealing with prevailing issues that affect not just theamong Reception-to-Year 9 students.

State, but the wider nation and planet. Governance of the public health system will be improved

Just some of these topics include Australia’s response tilirough a newHealth Care Bil| and an independent Health
terrorism, the future of the River Murray and the impact ofPerformance Council will be proposed.
climate change. My Government plans to introduce new mental health

One-hundred and fifty years after its opening, thislegislation, in the wake of the Social Inclusion Board’s report
Parliament remains a resilient, fair, adaptable and, above abn the State’s mental health system and the Government's
very effective instrument for the betterment of the State. consequent funding commitments.

May it continue to be an institution through which the My Government will introduce a package of reforms
people of South Australia innovate, respond, anticipate andesigned to enhance the rights of victims of crime, will
shape a bright future for themselves. reform the criminal law dealing with serious drug offences,

Honourable Members. and will re-introduce legislation relating to rape, sexual

Before closing, | wish briefly to touch on two matters thatassault and child protection. _
are Customari]y addressed by the Governor or Governor's In 2007, the first of ten new Trade Schools and at least six
Deputy at the Opening of Parliament. new Children’s Centres will be opened, and the Government

It is with sadness that we acknowledge the passing of thredill pave t.he way for the opening of Six new schopls across
former Members of Parliament since the Opening of the Firsfdelaide in 2010 and 2011 as part of its Education Works

Session of the 51st Parliament, in April 2006. initiative. _ B
In August last year, a former Member and Speaker of the N other initiatives, a new South Australian Certificate of
House of Assembly, Terry McRae, passed away. Education will be implemented, and my Government will

legislate during this Parliament to lift the school-leaving age
to 17 by 2010.My Government'’s continuing efforts in higher
deducation—including to develop Adelaide’s status as
pfustralia’s ‘University City of the Future’ with the interest

of further overseas institutions—will seek to build on the
ignificant recent increase in the number of overseas students
tudying in South Australia.

The quality, breadth and relevance of the State’s skills
base will be improved through the implementation of my
In the field of industry, my Government will work closely Governme_nts Skills for South A“Stf?‘"? program.

Later this year, my Government will introduce legislation

with BHP Billiton to fa_lcilitate and nego_tiate an ir_1dentu_re to designed to make the State public service more responsive to
underpin the expansion of the Olympic Dam mine, with an,

associated desalination plant proposed for the Upper Spencgle heeds of .SOUth Australllans. .
Gulf. In order to improve housing for the most vulnerable in our

Mineral exploration is at an historic high in South community, new care and amenity standards will be setin the
X P 9n supported residential facility and boarding house sectors.

Australia, and the successful Plan for Accelerating Explor: My Government will take further steps to improve safet

ation, or PACE, will be extended in order to further foster. by inal ities. includi hp | P f Y

that boom. in Aboriginal communities, including the placement of more
My Government will develop the Techport Australia police and social workers.

shipbuilding site at Osbome. which willbe the hub of the Ayr ™ Felation to the environment, there will be legislative
P g . action to deal with site contamination, to toughen penalties

Warfare Destroyers project and the centre of a long-ter

. f " C 2 "~ ._for cruelty to animals, to phase out single-use plastic bags,
internationally competitive naval construction industry in th'sand to establish a series of marine parks across the State
State. . . . . Honourable Members.

Large-scale transport |nfrastructL_1re work will continue in In closing, | wish to thank all those involved in organising
the nor_thern and north-western_reglo_ns of Adelaide, and thfﬁis special Sesquicentenary Opening of Parliament—an
Zi(éﬁns&oor;tgf_ggﬁaiéegﬁ?et;arer:ilr;ne will soon see trams "Uhvent that celebrates the enduring and practical contribution

9 gain. . . . of one of our State’s defining institutions.

quk on Fhe Bakewgll underpass project will continue I now declare this session open and trust that your

and, in conjunction with the Commonwealth, the Statedel

G £ will de the Le F Peninsul i iberations will be guided by Divine Providence to the
coor\r/i?nlr(;]rmen will upgrade the Le Fevre Feninsula raliway, 4 ancement of the welfare of the people of this State.

S L . The Lieutenant-Governor retired from the chamber, and
My Government will finalise negotiations with the

. . th ker and members of the H f Assembly with-
Commonwealth, and then introduce complementary Ieglsgrgvipea er and members of the House of Assembly wit

lation, to transfer management of the River Murray 10 an - rq pregigent again took the chair and read prayers.
independent commission responsible to a Federal Minister,

A former Member of the Legislative Council, the Hon-
ourable Norm Foster, died in November 2006.

And early in February this year, a former Minister an
Member of the Legislative Council, the Honourable Re
DeGaris, passed away.

During this Second Session of the 51st Parliament, m
Government intends to continue its efforts to foster pros-
perity, growth and opportunity—and all within the framework
of South Australia’s Strategic Plan

with appropriate guarantees of environmental flows to South [Sitting suspended from 12.49 to 2.30 p.m.]
Australia.
My Government will also continue to work with other SENATE VACANCY

States, through the Council for the Federation, to establish a

national emissions trading scheme in order to reduce The Lieutenant-Governor informed the Legislative

greenhouse gas emissions.In the area of health, a network@buncil that the President of the Senate of the Common-
GP Plus Centres will continue to be developed acroswealth of Australia, in accordance with section 21 of the
Adelaide, ‘junk food’ will be banned in schools, and the Commonwealth Constitution, has regretfully notified Her
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Excellency the Governor that, through the death on 2 Aprilt is an achievement that all South Australians can be very
2007 of Senator Jeannie Margaret Ferris, a vacancy hgsoud of.
happened in the representation of this state in the Senate. The | thank my colleague, the Attorney-General, for providing
Lieutenant Governor is advised that, by such vacancy havingie with a list of the South Australian parliament’s achieve-
happened, the place of a senator has become vacant befonents, starting with the original South Australian Constitu-
the expiration of her term within the meaning of section 15tion, one of the most democratic in the world, ahead of those
of the Constitution, and that such place must be filled by thef the other Australian colonies, the UK and most European
houses of parliament, sitting and voting together, choosingountries. In 1856 the new South Australian constitution
a person to hold it in accordance with the provisions of theguaranteed adult male suffrage, which included Aboriginal
said section. men, although there is no record of any Aboriginal men
The PRESIDENT: | inform the council that | have taking up that opportunity. It had a secret ballot, there was no
conferred with the Speaker of the House of Assembly anglural voting and no property qualification for members of
have arranged to call a joint meeting of the two houses for ththe House of Assembly, and there was a relatively low
purpose of complying with section 15 of the Commonwealthproperty qualification for members of the Legislative
of Australia Constitution Act on Thursday 3 May 2007 at Council.

10 a.m. In 1858, in one of the new parliament’s most significant
early acts—and this was referred to by his Excellency the
PARLIAMENT OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA, Governor’s Deputy today—the Real Property Act was passed.
SESQUICENTENARY This simple, cheap method for checking property titles has

o . been widely adopted around the world. The system is, of
TheHon. P.HOLLOWAY (Minister for Police): I seek  coyrse, commonly known as the Torrens title, after the

leave to move a motion without notice concerming theémemper of parliament who played a significant role in first

sesquicentenary of responsible government. developing the legislation and then promoting the system
Leave granted. _ _ around Australia and in other parts of the world.
TheHon. P.HOLLOWAY: | move: In 1872 the parliament granted the money needed to allow

That this council notes the historic occasion of the 150thSouth Australia to become the first colony to establish
anniversary of responsible government in South Australia. telegraphic communication with Australia and the outside
It is an honour to be able to stand before this Legislativayorld. | think those who saw the recent ABC television
Council as Leader of the Government to address this motioprogram about Sir Charles Todd and the explorer John
on the special sitting to mark the sesquicentenary of oukicDouall Stuart could not have helped being struck by the
parliament. It is important that we South Australians recogsignificance of that achievement.
nise that last Sunday, 22 April, was the 150th anniversary of Other significant milestones achieved by the South
parliamentary democracy in this state. On that day in 1857Australian parliament during its 150-year history include: in
the history books suggest around 1 000 people gathered a876 we became the first part of the British Empire to
North Terrace to watch the governor, SirRichardlegalise trade unions; in 1885 we became the first state to
MacDonnell, officially open the first parliament in the levy income and land taxes; and in 1894 the Constitutional
chamber that is now known as Old Parliament House. Onamendment Act was passed to make South Australia the first
hundred and fifty years later our parliament continues to plagolony in Australia and just the fourth in the world to grant
avital role in the social wellbeing of the community and theadult women the right to vote, and the first to grant them the
economic development of the state. right to stand for parliament. It is also important to point out

We have much to be proud of in South Australia. We havehat, when the vote was granted, Aboriginal women were
a rich history of progressive thinking, policy making andincluded, and at the Ngarrindjeri Mission at Point McLeay a
governance; a sound, substantial and buoyant economy;mamber of Aboriginal women insisted on enrolling and voting
harmonious multicultural society; an open and outwardn the 1896 election, even though they were actively discour-
looking approach to the world; and a confident and optimistiaged by the white manager of the mission. There were more
attitude to the future and its undoubted challenges. Politicahan 100 Ngarrindjeri women on the electoral roll that year,
parties, personalities, premiers and ideologies have come aaéld more than 70 voted at that election. By the late 19th
gone through this place during the past 150 years, but theentury Aboriginal people had the vote in all the colonies
institution itself has evolved and endured. It is resilient, andapart from Western Australia and Queensland, but it was only
its legitimacy remains firmly rooted in the society it seeks toin South Australia that some Aboriginal people actually
reflect and represent. The most important aspect of thisnrolled and voted.
parliament’s history is not its establishment or its procedures The milestones of our parliament continue. In 1895
or its office holders or the building itself. Its most important Catherine Helen Spence was appointed to the government’s
achievement is the work it has done to practically improve theommission of inquiry into the Adelaide Hospital, the first
lives of South Australians and, of course, that work conwoman to participate in an official commission. In 1895 she
tinues. became Australia’s first female political candidate when she

The 150th anniversary of the South Australian parliamenstood for election to the Constitutional Convention for
is also an opportunity to honour all those who have gonéederation. In 1896 women had the chance to vote for the
before us in serving this institution and, most importantly, thefirst time at an Australian election and just the second time
people of South Australia. To name just a few would do aanywhere in the world. In 1910 Premier Verran led the first
disservice to all the others. All have in some way contributedcomplete Labor government anywhere in the world. In 1936
to making this parliament one of the most forward thinking,the government established the first public housing authority
democratic institutions in the world, and that is no hollowin Australia, the South Australian Housing Trust. In 1966
boast. There are very few places in the world that carsouth Australia became the first to pass an Aboriginal affairs
celebrate 150 years of unbroken parliamentary democracyict, repealing many regulations that restricted the civil
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liberties of Aboriginal people, including the right to mix with the peace and stability that makes such an achievement
non-Aboriginal people. possible. We are celebrating the advent of parliamentary
In 1966 the Prohibition of Discrimination Act prohibited democracy: the idea that ordinary citizens can not only
discrimination on the grounds of race, colour or country ofchoose their government but be part of it—a parliament
origin. The Aboriginal Lands Trust was established in thechosen for the people by the people from among the people.
same year to hold lands acquired for Aboriginal people. InVe achieved all that when convicts were still being transport-
1975 the Sex Discrimination Act was passed, and the Equa&id to other parts of Australia, and we did it without revolution
Opportunity Office was established. In 1976 the Pitjantjatjar®r war.
Land Rights Act gave the people of the Anangu Pitjantjatjara The attainment of a representative government is the
Yankunytjatjara lands inalienable freehold title over 100 00Gcentral achievement of modern politics. In its homeland, it
square kilometres of land. In 1991 South Australia becamtook several centuries (and, as often as not, a revolution) to
the first state to outlaw age discrimination. consolidate representative institutions. Monarchs had to be
As | mentioned earlier, this parliament has evolved andProught under the control of the assembly. Then, parliament,
endured, and this is certainly true of the Legislative Councilin its turn, had to be subjected to democratic election.
When | first became eligible to vote | could not vote for thisDemocratic elements had to be grafted onto ancient pre-
parliament's upper house, as property qualifications still thefemocratic institutions of representation. Responsible
existed. Today | proudly lead the government in thisgovernment has notonly survived but also flourished in those
chamber, for which all South Australians can now cast theit 50 years. This has been due to the commitment and work of
vote. So, this parliament and this chamber have evolved arf@embers over generations to do their best to reflect and fulfil
changed as the decades have passed, in the best interest8igfpublic will and interest as they see fit.
the South Australian community, and | look forward to that | have read with very much interest reports of the sittings
evolution continuing. of this chamber on the very first day in 1857 and then also at
the centenary in 1957. Then, as now, members were particu-
TheHon. D.W. RIDGWAY (Leader of the Opposi- larly interested in the River Murray—whether it would be
tion): | rise today with the great honour of addressing thedeveloped and whether there was to be a harbour established
chamber on the first occasion that | am representing that Victor Harbor sufficiently useful to carry all the traffic
Liberal Party here today as Leader of the Opposition. So, iffom the river. The river was a matter of great concern.
is a great honour to be here in that capacity and to speak f@day, as in 1857, the River Murray is the life blood of South
this very important motion. | join with other members in Australia. The South Australian economy is still heavily
thanking Her Majesty the Queen for her gracious message épendent upon water from the River Murray to supply a
congratulations and good wishes for the continued work anglignificant proportion of irrigation, industrial and urban
progress of not only this parliament but also the people of thigeeds.
state. The River Murray is also a significant source of water for
We have gathered here this day to celebrate the Sesquicéﬁ’ban users in South Australia. In addition to the Riverland
tenary of responsible government in South Australia. It wa$owns that rely on the River Murray for their potable water,
on Wednesday 22 April 1857, 150 years ago, that the firsPn average, 42 per cent of the water for metropolitan
fully elected bicameral parliament of South Australia wasAdelaide—and, as we have experienced in a year such as this,
opened by Sir Richard Graves MacDonnell. Let me take yolP to 90 per cent in drought years—comes from the River
back to that day. It was an autumn day, the hour appointed fdflurray. Of course, we have a number of pipelines that supply
both houses to meet was 1 o’clock, but for some timevater across alarge part of rural South Australia. A healthy,
previously a large number of people had assembled in frof¥orking River Murray is essential for the future viability of
of Parliament House anxious to gain admission to thdhe state. Protecting, enhancing and restoring the river's
galleries. At 3 o’clock, the number of spectators assemblef€alth is today one of the state’s highest priorities. .
on North Terrace could not have been fewer than 1 000. A A keystone of parliamentary democracy in this country is
guard of honour was drawn up in front of the council bicameralism. Strong bicameralism is a uniquely pervasive
chamber awaiting the arrival of His Excellency. A detach-féature of the Australian political system, due to the existence
ment of metropolitan police was also stationed on the terrac®f Powerful upper houses in five of the six states. Major
His Excellency arrived on horseback at 20 minutes pasganges which have enhanced the legitimacy of state
3 o'clock accompanied by Major Nelson, the commandant o gislative councils within the political systems of the states
the troops, and various officers and gentlemen. A salute fror@nOI significantly modified their roles over the second half of
the Gun Paddock by members of the volunteer artillery corpd'® 20th century are thus of importance for Australia's
announced the arrival of the vice-regal cortege at Parliamer§0lving model of parliamentary democracy. As Dean
House and continued for some time after its entrance. Hi2€Nsch noted, bicameralism was a keystone of mid-Victorian
Excellency was received with cheering by the citizensconstitutional theory, a ‘safeguard through a Second
assembled on the terrace, which he acknowledged wit hamber'. It IS no surprise, then, t.hat bicameralism was
affability and courteous politeness. At the conclusion of hidncorporated in the thinking which preceded South

opening speech, Sir Richard said: Australia’s constitution.
P gsp Today we celebrate the creation of that which we have

on an occasion so auspicious as the opening of the first Parliame me to enjoy as the embO(jlment of democracy. However,
of South Australia, wholly elected by the people, is much increased fe€l that we should take this opportunity to reflect on the
by the confidence with which | anticipate a no less prudent thartlevolutionary success that this chamber, the Legislative
energetic exercise of their extensive powers by the Representativesouncil, represents. The Legislative Council was the first
of the People. parliament in South Australia, having been created in 1840,
With this anniversary, we celebrate the greatest gift peopl&é7 years before the House of Assembly. It was originally
can have: the freedom to choose their own government arappointed by the Governor and served in an advisory capacity

The personal satisfaction which | experience at thus meeting yo&
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only, as the Governor retained almost all legislative powerselectoral reform. Deliberately inequitable electoral boundaries
It was expanded slightly in 1843 when several prominenhad advantaged the LCL over the previous 40 years and,
landowners were allowed to join and, in the same yearmbarrassed by the LCL win in the election after receiving
proceedings were opened to the general public. 43.8 per cent of the first preference vote compared to the
Public demand for some form of representative governALP’S 52 per cent, and concerned by the level of publicity
ment had been growing throughout the 1840s, and this waand public protest about the issue, Hall was committed to the
reflected in a series of reforms in 1851 which created grinciple of a fairer electoral system.
partially representative Legislative Council. After the changes Whatever the public outcry over the electoral inequalities,
it consisted of 24 members—four official members (fulfilling Hall's political bravery in introducing legislative reform to
what would today be called ministerial positions) and fourthe House of Assembly to create a more equitable system of
non-official members, all of whom were nominated by therepresentation, therefore virtually guaranteeing the LCL's
Governor on behalf of the Crown, and 16 elected memberslefeat at the next election, should not be underestimated. It
However, the right to vote for these positions was notanks as one of the few instances in Australian political
universal and was limited to men of property. In addition, thehistory when a politician initiated a reform knowing that it
reforms meant that the Governor no longer oversaw proceegrould expressly disadvantage him or her. In addition to
ings, that role being filled by a Speaker who was elected bglectoral reform, Hall expressed his progressive credentials
the members. by introducing improvements in social welfare, Aboriginal
In 1856 the Legislative Council prepared what was toaffairs and abortion reform.
become the 1857 Constitution of South Australia. This laid As premier, Dr David Tonkin combined fiscal conserva-
out the means of true self-government, creating a bicamersibm with implementing socially progressive reforms. In the
system which involved delegating most of its legislativeformer, Tonkin made significant cuts to the Public Service
powers to the new House of Assembly. While all adult malegearning him the enmity of the unions) while an example of
could vote in the new House of Assembly, the Legislativethe latter was the passage of the land rights bill and the return
Council continued to limit voting rights to the wealthier to the Pitjantjatjara people of 10 per cent of South Australia’s
classes, and suffrage was dependent upon certain propeggea. Other significant actions included the development of
and wage requirements. Women earned the right to vote ithe copper and uranium mine at Olympic Dam (Roxby
the Legislative Council, at the same time as they did in théowns) at a time when nuclear issues and uranium debates
House of Assembly, in 1894. were rife. Extending earlier anti-discrimination provisions to
Many great and influential people have embellished thénclude physical disability, establishing the Ethnic Affairs
history of the parliament in this state, amongst them (tdCommission, and introducing random breath tests were all
mention only a few) Sir George Kingston, Sir Richard significant achievements of the Tonkin government.
Hanson, Sir Hurtle Fisher, Sir Robert Torrens and Thomas | come to more modern times with the Brown and Olsen
Price—each of whom has made a particular contribution tgovernments. The Brown and Olsen governments achieved
the achievement of responsible government as well as playireg number of major and important reforms in the state,
a prominent part in framing our early statutes. creating Technology Park, the growth of the information
As we sit in this chamber | think it is fitting to pay homage technology industry and the Southern Expressway; rebuilding
to some of the most influential members of parliament whdospitals; modernising apprenticeship training; introducing
helped form our democracy. In 1881 Charles Kingston washe Water Resources Act and the water catchment boards; and
elected to the South Australian House of Assembly as thencouraging numerous industry expansions. Assisting in the
member for the working-class district of West Adelaide. Asexpansion of the wine industry and focusing on food exports
a radical liberal he favoured universal suffrage, includinghas also created a symbol for our state. Premier Brown began
votes for women and reform of the Legislative Council. Hethe campaign 14 years ago to save the River Murray, and the
also championed industrial relations arbitration that predatelkgislation to build the Darwin railway and extending the
national attempts at rudimentary welfare reform. A big,airport were also among other highlights.
imposing man with a full beard, a booming voice and a Under the premiership of John Olsen the government
violent, cutting debating style, Kingston dominated the smalundertook the privatisation of the state-owned electricity
world of South Australian colonial politics in the 1890s. Heindustry (which, as we know, was ETSA) as a result of the
was a great hero for liberals and working-class voters. unbelievable burden of debt, which was probably the greatest
Sir Thomas Playford, a farmer, was another prominenin the past 150 years of this parliament, which the Brown and
South Australian politician who served continuously asOlsen governments found themselves faced with.
premier of South Australia from 5 November 1938 to Inclosing, | mention my good friend who sits behind me
10 March 1965—the longest term of any democraticallyat the moment, the Hon. Rob Lucas, who has served this
elected leader in the history of the commonwealth of nationsstate. As most members know, today is the first time | stand
His tenure as premier was marked by a period of populatiom this position as leader. The Hon. Rob Lucas has provided
and economic growth unmatched by any other Australiad7 years of outstanding service as leader of the Liberal Party
state. Playford took a unique, strong and direct approach tio the Legislative Council, for which the parliament and
the premiership and personally oversaw his industriaBouth Australians are grateful. | particularly want to acknow-
initiatives. ledge Rob’s work first as education minister and then as
Steele Hall served as leader of the opposition for two yearseasurer from 1993 until 2002. These are two of the most
before being elected premier in 1968. Steele was also the firstucial areas of the state government’s activity, and | know
Australian premier to sport sideburns—indeed, the 196&ob’s work in the education portfolio was much needed at a
election fought between Hall and his Labor opponent, Dortime when the state was struggling financially. Rob Lucas’
Dunstan, was described by the Democratic Labor Party as theerformance as treasurer during the State Bank recovery was
battle of the ‘matinee idols’. Hall entered office on 17 April exceptional. He played a major role in the then Liberal
1968 and immediately set about dealing with the issue ofjovernment’s successful efforts to rein in the billions of
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dollars of debt while keeping the doors of our state’s Political parties did not enter the fray until the 1890s, and
hospitals and schools open and continuing to build productivéhe early forebear of the Liberal Party was the National
infrastructure and attracting new industry. | know | speak orDefence League, which became the Liberal Union in 1909
behalf of all South Australians, and personally, when | thankand later the Liberal and Country League in 1932, which was
Rob for his contribution. one of the first liberal parties to establish itself in Australia.

| will mention some of the firsts in South Australia. In The history books tell us that prior to the establishment of
1856 South Australia was the first Australian colony toParties we had a number of different governments which the
introduce male adult suffrage for parliamentary elections. Ad-eutenant-Governor outlined in  his speech—some
other speakers have said, in 1858 the Real Property A&’ governments in 36 years. Today we stand here in this
introduced a new method of registering the ownership oplace and we h_ave a range of members who have been elected
land, which was subsequently copied internationally, knowP" @ party basis. _ .
as the Torrens title system. In 1876 South Australia was the In other developments, | note that until relatively recent-
first territory in the British Empire, excluding Britain, to ly—in fact, 1986—the British government retained the right
legalise trade unions. In 1881 Adelaide was the first AustO veto South Australian legislation. Already we have had

tralian capital city to be connected to a water-borne seweragé&ferences to the right of women to stand for parliament and
system. to vote in parliament. | am told that when the regent Queen

Victoria was asked to sign the statute she described the idea
be able to admit women to degree courses. In 1895, Sou f enabling women to have the vote as ‘mad, wicked folly'.

Australia was the first Australian colony to grant women the ne of the arguments that was launched against women's
ytog suffrage was that because suffrage logically involved the

vote following the Constitution Amendme_nt Act 1894 holding of public office it was inconsistent with the duties of
gaining royal assent. In 1895, South Australia was the f'rstrnost women. It may have been true at that time, but | am

place in the world to allow women to stand for parliament. leased that most people no longer hold that view
In 1915, women police were appointed—the first place in th® It took some 50 years from women being given.the right

British Empire where women were appointed on equal term§o vote in 1894 for the first woman to be elected to parlia-

with male officers. In 1965, Dame Roma Mitchell became the . :
first female judge in Australia. In 1966, the Prohibition of ment. A number of Liberal women from this state were the

ST e s e~ . first to be involved in parliamentary activity and to be
Discrimination Act 1966 prohibiting racial discrimination successful. In 1924 Agnes Goode, who was a South

Yggﬁ_)as;zn'gzgxtobirsngli(r;:}% :tit:ne /f&rcstt iggg E\‘;;'sn A;ng:?rl,:% O:'Australian candidate, was the first female to be endorsed by
’ P ‘a political party in Australia; so that is a national first by a

kg e miaonon e round of sexor Taal S oun Ausiallen Liberal woman, I 1955 Dae Nancy
ploy! ’ ! P uttfield became the first South Australian woman to

i?quz(s)?riu?;d services unlawful; and it was the first such aCrepresent the party in the Senate. In 1959 Jessie Cooper and

) ) ) ~ Joyce Steele were the first females elected to the South
In conclusion, what we are discussing and celebrating\ystralian parliament. In 1966 Joyce Steele became the first
today is the success of responsible parliamentary governmefgimale South Australian parliamentary cabinet minister. The
in this state. At the centenary celebrations in 1957 the Hon4on, Dr Diana Laidlaw (who was present here today) is
C.R. Cudmore, leader of the Liberal and Country Party, saidgouth Australia’s longest serving female cabinet minister,
‘Itis the freedom of the individual which matters and cannothaving served for some eight years.
be attacked at the will of anybody. | have #ith in any Our parliament has evolved over time to reflect the
government which is responsible to the people; I have n@nhanges in community needs. We have spoken about women
fa|th in govemments Wh|Ch are not reSpOﬂSIb|e to anyoneénd we have spoken about property franchise_ We have a
Let this be our guiding principle as we embark on the nexthyymbper of different multicultural groups and people of
150 years of parliamentary governance in our great state gfitferent religions who have moved into South Australia. The
South Australia. parliament will always need to evolve to represent the
different needs. Our parliament has served this state well, and
TheHon. J.M.A. LENSINK: I rise to support this motion | would hope that we all could show the same courage and
to celebrate our sesquicentenary, which is a celebration @fision of our forebears from the first parliament through to
150 years of responsible government in this state. In 1857 &l other parliaments that have represented the people of
bicameral parliament was established, consisting of agouth Australia. Most new ideas seem radical at first, but we
18-member Legislative Council and a 36-member House afust not be afraid of debate, and | echo the words in the
Assembly. The Legislative Council was elected by the entirgyrayer that is read at the start of the parliamentary sitting day:
colony and the House of Assembly was voted from 17 dis‘may we bear in mind the true welfare of the people of this
tricts, which varied in representation from one to six mem-state’ in all our deliberations.
bers. The South Australian colony was established by free
settlers rather than through transportation (as occurred in a TheHon. S.G. WADE: I rise to support the motion that
number of other states in Australia). As the history books telthis council notes the historic occasion of the 150th anniver-
us, that led to a strong desire for individual freedoms, a strongary of responsible government in South Australia. | join my
pioneering spirit and a desire for a liberal democracy whicheader in thanking Her Majesty for her gracious message to
was truly representative. The settlers came from the Britiskhe parliament. Her visit in 1954 was one of the highlights of
Isles, and a large number also came from Germany anithe history of this place. Our founding fathers were daring
Prussia to establish the Barossa Valley and parts of thend progressive innovators and not mere passive recipients
Adelaide Hills. From these times we have had a very diversef British democratic traditions. In 1857, as a result of the
population in this state; and | believe that representation islection of the partly-elected Legislative Council in 1851,
reflective of that. South Australia had already become the first British colony

In 1881, Adelaide University was the first in Australia to
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to embrace the separation of church and state—an issue that Of course, the parliament celebrated its centenary. One
is still debated in the mother country 150 years later. Thdink we have with that day is the hourglass on the chamber
Constitution Act 1856 provided the colony with responsibletable. It was the gift on the occasion of the centenary from the
government within the Westminster tradition. However, theUnited Kingdom Branch of the Commonwealth Parliamen-
act and its sister act, the Electoral Act, enhanced that traditiorry Association. In terms of personnel, | understand that the
with distinctly South Australian elements. First, the actonly person still alive today who served in this parliamentin
provided for universal male suffrage, making South Australid 957 is the Hon. Robin Millhouse, who served in the other
the first Australian colony and one of the first jurisdictionsplace and who continues to serve currently as Chief Justice
in the word to introduce male adult suffrage for parliamentaryof the High Court of Kiribati and the Supreme Court of
elections. Nauru.

Secondly, the act provided for a fully elected bicameral As we again come to celebrate another 50 years of
parliament, defying conservative concerns that the youngesponsible government, it is time to consider the develop-
colony did not have the capacity to maintain an effectivement of the council in the past 50 years. A key year in the
upper house. Thirdly, the constitution provided for electorad€velopment of this council was 1975, when three key
districts based on population. Property holders had sougléforms were implemented: first, a universal franchise was
that property interests be protected by basing electordhtroduced; secondly, the council returned to a single,
districts on wealth. Further, South Australia led the way instatewide electorate, as had existed from 1857 to 1884, and
electoral reform by being the first Australian colony tothus avoided the risk of malapportionment; and, thirdly,
remove plural voting in upper and lower house electionsproportional representation was introduced. From 1985 the
instead adopting the one man, one vote principle. Th&allot paper was modified to allow the elector a choice
Electoral Act provided for secret ballot. While Victoria between voting above or below the line. Clearly, the story of
adopted the secret ballot just before us, South Australihis parliament under responsible governmentis an evolving
implemented the ballot in a distinctive way. Rather tharstory, but one thing is clear: this council has developed into
having to write names on a piece of paper, voters weréne of the most democratically elelcted chambers in the Worlql.
presented with a ballot paper pre-printed with the names ofet, even as we celebrate this milestone, the government is
candidates. This South Australian approach has been adopte@@posing that the council be abolished.
throughout Australia and the world. Thirty years after reforms which made the council one of

The founders of this parliament generally embraced the most democratically elected legislative chambers in the

progressive approach and crafted a constitution that was oEFﬁrld' the Labor Party continues to fight battles of the past.

of the most democratic in existence anywhere in the world a e council remains an active house of review, and the voters
f South Australia have shown that they like it that way.

the time. One area of compromise was in the franchise fo - . ' -
this council. The colonists resisted pressure to constitute tHaecades-old voting patterns for this council have consistently
elected sufficient cross-bench MLCs to ensure that the

Legislative Council with hereditary or appointed members. . . .
From day one all members of this council have been electePresentatives of the two major parties do not have a
by the people. A key concession was the property franchisén&omty- ,

I find that the property franchise is greatly overstated. In 1857 . Some 84 000 voters who voted for the ALP in the House
the impact was fairly limited. Two thirds of voters enrolled Of Assembly at the 2006 election did not vote for the ALP in
to vote for the House of Assembly were eligible to vote forthe Legislative Council. The party failed to improve its
the Legislative Council, that is, 15538 compared withf€Presentation in this place. The government's repeated
10 092. attacks on the Independents and minor parties reflect a lack

The franchise remained unchanged until 1907—50 yearOf respect for the judgment of those who voted for them and

after responsible government was introduced. By this time thg lack of understanding of the distinctive mandate and role

impact of the franchise was much more restrictive. At thesf this chamber. Our founding fathers fought a condescending

1905 election only 28 per cent of the 18 418 House oﬁovernor to insist on an upper house and an elected upper

; -~ ~house. Today the Liberal Party remains committed to ensure
Assembly voters were also enrollled tovote in th_e I‘eg'SI‘B‘t'\’?hat this Legislative Council continues to grow as a vibrant
Council. In 1907 special occupational qualifications, such a '

ministers of religion and postmasters, were added to the rol .emocrat|c chamber for another 150 years.

In 1913 the franchise was extended to the head of each 1haoHon. NICK XENOPHON: | support the motion and
household, but not to their spouse. By the 1956 election—thg, doing so, acknowledge that the history of Européan
year before the centenary of responsible government iBattjement in the colony that became the state of South
1957—58 per cent of the 299 048 assembly voters Werg syralia (including the sesquicentenary of this parliament)
enrolled to vote in the Legislative Council. is but a moment in time for the Indigenous inhabitants of this
South Australia was a very different place when we lastand, whose deep affinity and bond with it commands our
celebrated responsible government. In 1957 the state was stifispect.
recovering from severe flooding of the River Murray. | note My President, you asked me to assure you that | will not
that we are now suffering from a severe drought. Atomic testge speaking for 150 years, and | can give you that assurance
were being held at Maralinga, and electric trams ran through relation to this contribution. | support many of the
the city. The state had a population of 854 000 people, witiiomments made by my colleagues, and it is worth reflecting
afactory workforce which had doubled over the past 20 yearfyrther on the comments of the Hon. Mr Wade about what
and the value of output having already increased nearlyas said inThe Registeof 1 May 1850 and quoted in Pike’s
tenfold. Thomas Playford was in the 18th year of hispook,Paradise of Dissents follows:
premiership—already a commonwealth record—and he had ¢ o | egislative Council represents anything but itself it

only recently been knighted in the new year’s honours inepresents the moneyed class—not one of them represethe
1957. industrial class, the shopmen, carters or farmers. The colony is



Tuesday 24 April 2007 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 9

dominated by an irresponsible oligarchy which has little or no  This state has had many challenges over the years that we

sympathy with the mass of the colonists. have overcome. We have the challenge of a drought, where
That quote comes from 1850 when the Legislative Councilf We do not get rain in the coming weeks it will have dire
was an unelected body. consequences for our primary producers in this state and dire

| agree with the Hon. Mr Wade and other honourableconseguences for this state in general. Let us hope and pray

members that this is the most democratic house, in the sengﬁa;ﬁgﬁ hg:?;g?\t,vr:w;\r/gh?'&ggg?ewf%iﬁsdggtalgF;Oflrnetz 530052?1
that we have proportional representation. We have the gre 9 : ’ Y

privilege in this chamber of representing the entire state. O t:':eattktlg(ta t?;stslgij r%%o%gﬁgdvé?ﬁ iﬁﬁgsﬂﬂ gfnghri:‘((:)rr]n?:d
electorate is the entire state, despite what our friends in t ! ’

other place try to tell us. This chamber truly is, | believe, the aces many challenges in the next 150 years. | am confident,

house of the people. It is with some irony that we face ?%iven our history, given our strong foundations, given our
0

eferendum (uhich | ielcome) n 2010 a0 whther o nofSor, f eSaurcfuness and notation ana o robust
this place will continue to exist. y 9

. . . . , on and succeed.
| believe in the Westminster system. | believe in the
bicameral system. | believe in the checks and balances that The Hon. J.S.L. DAWKINS: | rise to support the motion

an upper house can offer and that it is an essential part of g1d endorse the comments of other members. | want to refer
democratic framework. Where there is a unicameral Iegislavery briefly, rather than to matters of history, which have
ture, as there has been in Queensland for decades now, Wgen dealt with very well, to the particular ceremonies this
can see the adverse consequences of power being CONCERar, and one in particular was the open day that was
trated effectively in the executive arm of government in agondycted here two days ago, which marked the actual day
unicameral system. of the sesquicentenary of this parliament. More than 2 300
The internal combustion engine was not thought of 15Qisitors came here that day. It was a pleasure to be here and
years ago and the internet was not even dreamt of. | do nab take up the various views of people as they came through
know what will happen in the next 150 years, but we need tehis building. There was one particular gentleman who
bear in mind advances in technology. The diseases prolifiwalked up to me and said, ‘What happens in this room?’ As
in the mid 1800s were cholera, typhoid and tuberculosis, antwas about to answer, another lady, who was just standing
now we have other afflictions, other social ills, such asthere, launched into something quite similar to what the Hon.
gambling and drug addiction that are major issues in ouMr Xenophon just said. | thought: we will have to put her on
community. the platform for the no vote for the referendum. She was a
I want to reflect in the context of this auspicious occasiorfabulous advocate of what happens in this chamber.
on federation, on what has been a steady erosion of states’ Mr President, in recent months | was a member of the
powers, of the powers of this parliament, of the increasingommittee of the parliament that was arranging the sesquicen-
power of the federal parliament of the commonwealth, andenary, along with you, sir, and other members. | would like
| see that as a retrograde step. Justice Callinan, in hie congratulate all the staff who worked towards the open day
dissenting judgment in what is known as the WorkChoicesn particular and also the celebrations here today. | know our
decision, in November last year said: staff here worked extraordinarily hard to prepare for the

There is nothing in the text or the structure of the constitution tg2PENINg day, and | thank them all for their efforts. | particu-

suggest that the commonwealth's powers should be enlarged, B§rly thank those who contributed to the open day on Sunday,
successive decisions of this court, so that the parliament of each stdiecause so much of this parliament was opened up for the

is progressively reduced until it becomes no more than an impotejublic to see. It was enlightening for me to look through
debating society. some of the corridors when the doors were all opened up,
That concerns me greatly. More recently, | refer to thebecause we never get that opportunity at other times. In
decision of the High Court in a case involving Optus andreiterating my support for the motion, | want to say that |
workers compensation legislation in Victoria, where Justicéhink it is important that we have days like Sunday, where
Kirby, in his dissenting judgment, said that the majority people have the opportunity to come into this place.
decision flew in the face of an express limitation on federal
power in the constitution. He went on to say: TheHon. SANDRA KANCK:: | acknowledge that we are
This appeal and its outcome demonstrate the constitutionallmee“ng on the traditional 'a’FdS of the_Kaurna people. In my
disruptive journey that began with the [High Court majority] decisionyIrSt speech of any new session of parliament, I usually m.ake
in WorkChoices. Once again, we have proof of the judicialthat acknowledgment but, in the context of what | am going
indifference to the established authority of this court. Such indifferto say, it has an added impetus. | think it is fitting that today
ence seriously disturbs the federal balance which the constitution wgge acknowledge 150 years of self-government in this state.
designed to achieve. | am a very fierce advocate for parliamentary democracy.
That disturbing of the balance of the Constitution is someWhen | take groups of people on tours of Parliament House
thing that we should all be concerned about. It is importanand show them the House of Assembly chamber, like many
that we have a community debate, an open debate aboltake much of that small red strip of carpet that goes around
which direction we want to head in. | believe in what thethe edge of the House of Assembly chamber (what is known
former speaker of the US House of Representatives said.als the sword line or the blood line). When | tell people about
refer to the late great Tip O’Neill, who said ‘all politics is why it is there, it often causes laughter, but that gives me the
local'. | believe that diminishing the powers of this legislatureopportunity to point out how extraordinarily important is the
and shifting them to Canberra is a backward step in ouform of democracy we have developed. We have a democra-
democracy, something that our forbears could not havey that allows us to put differing points of view—and
contemplated 150 years ago, let alone during the constitutiosometimes very differing points of view—on the record and,
al conventions of the 1890s. in a sense, we win some and we lose some, but no blood is
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shed in that process. Until a system of democracy of thisnembers of parliament that my political party, the Australian
nature was developed, blood certainly was spilt in Britain—Demaocrats, has selected in the past 29 years for this chamber,
and continues to be spilled in various developing countriethe House of Assembly and the Senate, 50 per cent have been
around the world. women.

As | have said, | am a passionate advocate of parliamen- There is another matter of even greater disgrace; that is the
tary democracy, because we see in the South Australigiact that an Aboriginal person has never been elected to this
parliament how well it works. Therefore, | find it surprising parliament. Aboriginal people make up about 3 per cent of
in a way that, although it is important that we acknowledgethe population, so some might argue that it is difficult for
what we have, the motion has been moved by the Hon. Patthem to achieve the quota in the Legislative Council;
Holloway, who seems to spend a great deal of time attackingowever, | consider such arguments to be just debating
the form of democracy we have here. This government seenmints. Aboriginal people made up much more than 3 per cent
to forget that we do not all get our way all of the time in a of the population 150 years ago, and the colonisers failed to
democracy; that is not what a democracy is about. What thigive them fair and direct representation. The reality is that the
government seems to want is some form of dictatorshipmajor political parties, the ones that have the means to ensure
where all opposition is neutered. that some sort of occasional equality exists, have never seen

Over and over again in this chamber—and even in veryit to put an Aboriginal person in a winnable position at
recent times—we have seen what improvements are madeétection time. Although they had been given the same voting
government legislation. For instance, | point to the storm+ights as the European colonisers, the rights for Aboriginal
water and the climate change bills that we debated back ipeople to vote were traded away by the South Australian
March, just a very short time ago. | also remind the governparliament at the time of Federation.
ment that, from the perspective of the way in which people In my 13% years in this parliament | have seen the
vote, the make-up of this chamber is far more representativieashing of the belief system of the Ngarrindjeri people over
than the lower house of this parliament. | think that, if therethe building of the Hindmarsh Island bridge and, sadly, |
is a call for reform, it ought to be to reform the lower houseremember speaking here in tears when 40 Aboriginal people
of this parliament. The government does not like us havingvere sitting in the gallery and the majority of members in this
private members’ business and spending time doing what oylace took away some of the land rights that had been granted
voters have asked us to do. to them under native title. | assure members that the ILUA

I know that members have spent a good deal of timerocess that has been putin its place has not made up for that
talking about what has been achieved in the past 150 yeandispossession. Any argument that the parliament of South
I want to talk about what has not been achieved. | amAustralia has represented Aboriginal people falls on its face
referring particularly to two groups, that is, women andwhen it is checked against this reality.

Aboriginal people, respectively under-represented and never Last Sunday, 22 April, which was the actual date of the
represented in this chamber and this parliament. Now, sormeaaugural opening of the parliament 150 years ago,
people might argue that men can represent women and thaboriginal people had a traditional smoking ceremony on the
white people can represent black people but | think that, evesteps of Parliament House. As they are not here today in this
if that is arguable, even if in some cases there are sensitivthamber to put their point of view, the Hon. Mark Parnell and
people who will represent them, it is not always the case. I will read into the record what they had to say on Sunday
invite members to consider that in the history of theabout responsible government in the colony of South
Legislative Council 298 people have been elected or chosefustralia. This is on the letterhead of the Aboriginal Alliance
to fill casual vacancies, but | was shocked to find, when | wa€oalition Movement with the heading ‘Your house is not our
elected at the end of 1993, that | was just the eighth womahouse’, and it states:
in the Legislative Council. To all politicians within their political parties within this State of
We have now had a total of 13 women in positions in theSouth Australia:

Legislative Council; and let us not say that that was over 150 We, the descendants of the traditional owners of our country, its

i nds and waters, are gathered here today under the umbrella of the
years but let us say that it was 112 years from the end of 18dPa\boriginal Alliance Coalition Movement at this 150th year of this

when women were given thg right to stand for parliamentpar"amem for you to hear us.
Only 13 women in 112 years is nothing more than a disgrace,  First, while we acknowledge that for the Aboriginal people over
and | think the two major political parties should look at the 150 years of this parliament there have been, eventually, some

Perhaps they do not want to. crumbs that have fallen off another people’s table.

o . Secondly, and in that keeping to that way, your house now freely
The reality is that if women had 50 per cent of thenas asked the free, self-governed and sovereign people of South
positions in parliament there would be very differentAustraliato commemorate today the occasion of the first assembly
outcomes, particularly in relation to social questions, and wéf Tself !%fat'r!iesglcs’lnfguég byc;m/ltlrtlg ttf;]%fpeté) Trgg%?g:gollgsoe ya:atpselcr)f
h"?“’e seen that, for mSta.nce’ when we have had bills deallr&rliamentary democragy in Syouth Austral)i/a in a constitutional state.
with voluntqry euthan'as.la and prostitution laws. On each Of "But we, the descendants, have never had our sovereignty
those occasions a majority of the male members of parliamendithfully represented in your house from 22 April 1857 until today,
opposed such reforms and a majority of the female membekgcause your house was based on denying our equal collective right
supported such reforms. | think domestic violence woulcfS 2 community of traditional owners to enjoy our representative

h b ken f . I h lier had th voice in your house, unlike the Aboriginal voice in other lands.
ave been taken far more seriously much earlier had there'ye 45 descendants did not enter publicly and formally into the

been more women in this parliament. We heard tpday, in thﬁosition of a free, self-governed, constitutional state, which you have
speech from the Lieutenant-Governor, that the bills for rapenjoyed from 1857, because that was allocated only to all those non-
law reform that were introduced in the previous session ar%bonglnal people who had come into our lands and country and had

. : ; iled to respect, honour, uphold and keep our rights guaranteed to
about to be introduced again. Had women comprised 50 p s under the law that founded you, and this has in fact continued

cent of this parliament we would not be waiting for them toright up until today, despite your achievement of universal suffrage
be reintroduced. | am proud of the fact that, of the 12in1894.
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Thirdly, we descendants still, and against the intentions of thgersons of their descendants of any lands therein now actually
founding fathers of the province that began in 1836, are nobccupied or enjoyed by such natives.
personally responsible for the policy of a ministry of Aboriginal ~ What the Hon. D.A. Dunstan acknowledged in this statement to
affairs that depends for its power and very existence upon gour house was the wrong that was committed in the ongoing
representative body constituted by and of the sovereignty of oucolonisation of the original British Province of South Australia as
people. Yet, this is what your house is openly asking to havehat specifically was continued in the Constitution of this state of
commemorated here today. South Australia by the establishment of this house, and which created
We cannot abide by this denial of truth, justice, equity andso very much pain, suffering, confusion, anger and segregation, and
freedom for us. We continue to demand our traditional rights ass why he also said on the record of the houkds clear that
traditional owners within our own country and the land rights whichAborigines were wrongfully deprived of their just dues. We must
were granted to us from King William the Fourth in the 1836 Lettersright the wrongs.
Patent under the Great Seal of the United Kingdom. So we do not Fifthly, the Hon. Jay Weatherill, your Minister for Aboriginal
share the feelings that you seek to resurrect from 1857, and openhffairs, made a like acknowledgment of the Letters Patent of 1836
reported then, that: ‘the occasion itself affords the matter foron Proclamation Day at Glenelg on 28 December last year. Minister
congratulation’. Weatherill publicly recognised that the failure of South Australia to
To us, the circumstances under which that tragic and unjust sociiave met and to continue to meet the promise in the Letters Patent
change in our fortunes was effected 150 years ago have no auspias ‘been the cause of much loss and suffering for Aboriginal
cious element in them for us. On the contrary, they are a matter gieople’.
humiliation to us and are a shame upon you. Like the former minister for Aboriginal affairs the Hon. D.A.
We are asking you to acknowledge that your enjoyment, if notDunstan, he said on behalf of your constitutional state to usvall:
the spirit, of your commemorative congratulations, blindly overlooksmust also recommit ourselves to the promise made to Aboriginal
the denial of our English land rights within our own country in South Australians. . 170 years ago.
establishing your parliament on the land of the traditional owners and This is an overdue awakening amongst a representative and
on the country of their unacknowledged descendants. minister in your house, to which we, as assembled descendants, have
Nevertheless, with some ‘tone of confident hopefulness’ reportedwakened in return. ]
by those who took this land for your house, and which we also seek_ There is now the task of seeing that we each come up from the
to have ‘pervade the entire community’, we equally are looking topillow of the past genocide and denial in your house, and the pain
‘enter upon a new political career—with a financial position soundand suffering in ours, and walk together in a new direction that sets
and elastic—with a rapidly augmenting population—with commerceour voice in your house to set things right.
in a safe and improving condition’, by establishing our representa- Finally, we the Aboriginal descendants do not want to see a
tives here as a free, self-governed and sovereign community equarongful, negative colonisation history of South Australia become
with and among all the people of the state, irrespective of the delagntrenched in the sovereignty of the population of South Australia
there is in this just achievement. and passed on through our future generations. For as long as your
Until we may speak this in-house here, we ask that all poIiticianéWOUSG soIeI_y asserts the constitutional state _of the free self-governed
of their political parties do not become involved in race debates ang@nd sovereign people of South Australia, it is up to you to develop
with those who choose to play race cards and use race debates wHBat fair process where we, as the descendants of the original
it suits them for their own purposes. Above all, we are here today téhhabitants of this state, can obtain the truth, justice, equity and
ask you to do what is right because it is right. And by doing so youreedom which is our right and which has been denied in the
will create a positive reconciliation through which we as the leadergstablishment of the popular sovereignty of the free self-governed
of both races can positively work together to address the outstandirg@nstitutional state, by which another people and not us have all the

issues that are affecting us all within our state by building on whatépresentatives in your house and our representative sovereignty is
is right for us. denied. This process requires a discussion with us for an agreement

. . o . to support our voice.
The Hon. Mark Parnell in his contribution will read the ~ "|n"closing, therefore, we are acting to ensure that the issue is

remainder of this speech on behalf of Aboriginal people irplaced squarely at your feet. You have the resources to do this. You
this state, but it is a pointed reminder to us all here that ouhave the knowledge to make things right. You have the power to

; e P ivinajCreate a just healing in this state of ours. It is timely to reflect that
reading of this is precipitated by the fact that Al:)m'lgmal'ust as in fact justice delayed is truly justice denied, your future

people cannot be here to put their point of view: instead Wéctions would speak more ioudly from now on than any more words
are having to state it for them. to us.

That is authorised by Marshall Freeland Carter acting for the

TheHon. M. PARNELL: | will commence my speech interim chairpersons of the Aboriginal Alliance Coalition
by concluding the reading onto the record of the Abor'gmalMovement and dated 22 April 2007. | am very pleased on

Alliance Coalition Movement'’s statement to this parllament,Eehalf of these indigenous people to have fulfilled the

‘é";‘igm‘]ﬂéasa(riglglsekﬁd 32 'f)u(;]c()j\?v};i Q?stneﬂ%g.ciﬁgg?igﬁnﬁ ommitment | made to them on the steps of Parliament House
 they 9 9 9bn Sunday to read into the permanent record of this place

The statement continues: their statement to us. It would be a tragedy if in another 10

Who would want, or dare, to say here today, that it is not the dut inivsti
of the political parties of this state to take and build on and makélbgp?el?unaete?jo or 150) years we see those same injustices

improvements to what has been established in and for justice and . .
prevent attempts to bring on justice? | wish to make a few other comments briefly on the

Fourthly, as you would be aware, the Hon. D.A. Dunstanoccasion of the 150th anniversary. | want to reflect, first, on
(minister for aboriginal affairs) introduced an historically just bill the importance of the upper house of state parliament, as
into your house on 13 July 1966 for an act to establish an Aborigin ; ; ;

Lands Trust that your house justly passed. 3ther members have done anq, without repeating thelr.vyord.s,

In doing so for our rights, the Hon. D.A. Dunstan justified the {0 er]dorse what they have said. The upper housg_ is critical in
creation of this Aboriginal Lands Trust Act upon the basis of theholding the government to account. It plays a critical role of
unfulfilled Letters Patent of 1836. He saidintend to trace the scrutinising and improving legislation. Some in another place
history of Aboriginal lands rights in South Australia, because oflyou|d deny that we do improve their legislation, but | have
examination itis clear that Aborigines were wrongfully deprived o . - . .
their just dues. We must, as far as we can, right the wrongs done By dQUbt that the Ieglslatlo'n that Iea\{es this place is often a
our forefathers. The Letters Patent Under the Great Seal of th&/astimprovement on the bills that arrive here from the other
United Kingdom erecting and establishing the province of Souttplace.

Australia and leIng the boundaries thereof, dated February 19, The Other |mp0rtant po|nt to make |S that the upper house

1836, contained the following proviso: provided always that nothing ; ; ; ;
in these our Letters Patent contained shall affect or be construed t8f state parliament is a more democratic house and, if there

affect the rights of any Aboriginal natives of the said province to theS t0 be a reform of the parliament proposed by referendum
actual occupation or enjoyment in their own persons or in thein 2010, why not a referendum to reform the House of
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Assembly? The Legislative Council reflects more fully theconstituents is that | get the same superannuation that they do.
concept of one vote, one value. What surprises me about theget the 9 per cent industry standard that other workers in the
Labor Party’s continued calls for the abolition of this councilcommunity get. | would be very reluctant to see us depart
is that, if we look at the South Australian Labor Platform from community standards in our pay and our superannua-
2005—not a document that | spend an awful lot of timetion.
reading—under the heading ‘Our Parliamentary System: Key \we also need to look at the disclosure of political
Principles’, it states: donations. We need to look at the perception that exists in the
Parliament is the central institution in our system of governmentommunity (and | am sure, in some cases, in reality) about
ggdmé‘éfgf‘?t for parliament is an essential element of a healthhe |inking of political favours and political donations, and
Y- ] o that is something we need to address. We do not have public
We would all agree with that. The next principle is stated asfunding for elections in this state and, as a result, most of the
Accordingly, Labor will continue to support a bicameral systemelection funding for the major parties comes from corporate
of parliamentary representation and Labor will continue to supporfgonations. That, certainly in the eyes of the community, leads

the role of the upper house as a house Of. rev'ew'. ) to a perception of corruption, if not actual corruption.
I do not understand where the talk is coming from in the

The final point | will touch on brieflv on th ion of parliament is leading the state in recycling. Are we leading
€ final po ' touch o elly on the occasion ol g giate in our efficient use of water? We are going to be able
the .150t_h anniversary s an Issue Wh!Ch | approach with SOME catch the tram to work in a little while, with public
};iﬁg%tf'?ﬁeariozgm’sg%mtc’)?r g];"tg:rs]eprl?clea’l ar;g;?gtit'svitthﬁansport to the door, and that will be great, but we still do not
S parliament. | app . I'}1ave bicycle parking for visitors to Parliament House. There
some trepidation because this institution has certainly beeglre a number of small but symbolic things that we can do to
ggoggdafrg;g \g;%rl]osr;%;[gpef'oisaog:ﬁriién;ﬁﬁﬁgg?o'&nt'gT)thelp show the people of this state that their parliament is not
makir? 100 Many su esgons about how it can be reformed” irrelevant and antiquated structure but that we are in the
Howe\?er | woulﬁ Iikg%o touch on a counle of matters 1st century and we are mindful of our obligations, that we
. . ; 1 coup o . are leading, rather than following, when it comes to efficien-
The first one is the issue of family friendly sitting hours. cy and conservation. With that, | am pleased to support the

\l/vl;ndtﬁirsst%nuigi]leg tl;gé sr:ng?p]/eeigj(::iggta\;\?:.ls?t r%\g\'zvr‘i : otion that acknowledges our 150 years, and | look forward
y P y : even more reforms in the next 150 years.

number of members in this council (and in another place
who are the parents of children, and some very young
children—I acknowledge that the Hon. Dennis Hood
probably has the youngest infant in this place—more sensibl
sitting hours would certainly enable elected members an . ) ; .
their staff to spend more time with their families. It need notment of this parliament, to reflect on a few things in our state

be at the expense of doing our work; there are many othé’?’h'Ch.are important but which | think we can miss on
hours in the day when parliament can be sitting. occasions. Other speakers have talked about the history of

The next thing that | would like us to reflect on is how we this place and the important contribution it has made to our

use new technology in the performance of our work. | would®tate: z?md I Congur with _aII of those comrr.len.ts.
urge honourable members to look at, for example, parliamen- | think the bigger picture is more significant to me
tary websites in other jurisdictions, where you can see thinggersonally, and that is that if we take a step back and look at
like the live streaming of debates on the internet. | know théur situation here in South Australia we live in a truly great
Hon. John Gazzola could imagine nothing more tedious thaRlace on this planet Earth. We have one of the lowest rates
watching in replay the debates that he has perhaps been a paktnfant mortality in the world. We have some of the highest
of, but it is a way of taking the debates in this parliament toaverage lifespans of any place in the world. We have terrific
the people. quality of life. We have affordable real estate. We have a
Certainly, there is always a cost associated with that, buonderful environment to live in, and a place that we can be
there has also been incredible reductions in cost over recefitlly proud of to live and work in. That is, at least partly and
years. In fact, almost every other teenager has the facility gP Some extent largely, as a result of the decisions that have
a live webcast in their bedroom these days. We can also lodkeen made in this place over the past 150 years. | think it is
at the way the records of debate are disseminated, as well 88mething that all members, whatever their colour or
live streaming, with more electronic access to the debatefersuasion, can be justifiably proud of over that period.
You can even see, on some parliamentary websites, feedback It is true that this chamber has made mistakes over that
mechanisms—online petitions and things like that—as a wagime as well, and some of them have been rectified over a
of helping people to engage in the parliamentary process. Weertain period and some of them are yet to be rectified but,
do need to be respectful of tradition. | know there are peoplaonetheless, | think all members, and indeed | think the
here who would hang on to tradition very dearly, and that igublic of South Australia, can be justifiably proud of the
a very correct approach to take, but | think we can balanceork that has gone on in this place—and when | say ‘this
our respect for tradition with a mindfulness of our role asplace’ | mean both houses—over that 150 years. In many
elected members in the 21st century, and we should be usingays the South Australian parliamentary system is a great
these technologies more than we are. example for other parts of the world and, indeed, other states
In relation to parliamentary reform, no doubt the issue ofin Australia. Having a true bicameral system and an upper
superannuation increases and pay rises will be on the agendause that is elected on a proportional vote across the entire
again. One thing that | am very pleased to be able to say tstate provides us with a truly democratic upper house, in

TheHon. D.G.E. HOOD: | rise briefly on behalf of
Iéamily First to support the motion. | would like to take a
oment, if | may, on the 150th anniversary of the establish-
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particular, which provides a great model for other democrathe traditions of this place and do not think we need whole-

cies to look upon, reflect upon and perhaps learn from.  sale change, there is an opportunity to move us into the 21st
As | said, the other members who spoke before meentury in order to make us a more productive and efficient

reflected on that and the history of this place quite well, sgarliament, which | think would be in the interests of all

I will not labour that point, but | do want to touch on South Australians.

this place and our state in particular. | will not labour theg|sg like to say that, having been in this place for 13 months

point in respect of the attempt to reform the upper housenow and having had dealings with all members of this

Family First's position on that is well known and has beenchamber, at some level my affection for all members has

that— members would feel the same way at some level. | look

An honourable member interjecting: forward to the battles ahead, and to the chats in the members’
TheHon. D.G.E. HOOD: What is our position? Letme pgy.

clarify our position for those who are not completely up with

that. We oppose the abolishing of this chamber, and we will The Hon. R.D. LAWSON: The 150th anniversary of the

continue to strongly oppose the abolishing of this chambegiiing of the first bicameral parliament is a milestone worth

| did want to pick up on one of the points made by the Hon,y5king. Associate Professor Peter Howell described it in his

Mr Parnell. In fact, | wonder whether secretly our offices chapter in theFlinders History of South Australias by far

have been sharing a look at each other’s notes in preparatigfe most important event in South Australia’s constitutional

for today, because— o history. In my view, it is somewhat unfortunate that the event
An honourable member: It would not be the first time. s il described as the anniversary of so-called ‘responsible
TheHon. D.G.E. HOOD: Strange bedfellows indeed. 4oyernment, because the adjective ‘responsible’ can be

The future of this chamber and how we work in this place is;onfysed in the public consciousness with another meaning
very important. There has been a technology revolution in thg¢ ‘responsible’.

past 10 years or S0 and, frankly, you would not know i, In the context in which Australians used to celebrate
working in this parliament. We use what | consider in many bl t th q ible’ i
cases are archaic methods to enact legislation in this pIacEedS.por'S' ed govgt:nmhenf, ﬁ V\;]or responsi ? h'ls an
which at times | believe can result in less than optimala jective to describe the fact that the government of this state

legislation being passed. For example, if all of us were honedyas answerable to the people of this state, not to the colonial

with each other—and sometimes maybe | am little bit tooOff'Ce in London. That is a development which was quite

honest—when a bill has many amendments to it and it igroperly celebrated at the time when it occurred, and it

being passed in this chamber at any given time, | think mo?emalns a milestone which we should commemorate.

members would acknowledge that they are at least somewh pfortunately, the cynical will deride the claim that we have

confused at some stage during that debate and that they real ‘,jr égooﬁi?gfe,og:?ﬁggﬁ:ﬁle ?eovuetg‘brreené}thgg;‘rfrgyir:kg'rg
need to watch very carefully to be completely up to spee P 'g reputable, of g 2

with what exactly is happening at that particular moment inrespectable, etc. These cynics will point to the irresponsibility
time of some governments, which seems to be notably absent from

Whilst | think that the chamber gets it right in the end, | the Lieutenant-Qovernor’s catalogue of our state’s achieve-
think there is an opportunity for us to use electronic techments. Their failure, for example, to oversee the State Bank

nology; for each of us to have a computer in front of us and"» more recently, the WorkCover C(?rporatlpn. o
to have the amendments already on the computer. A copy in What we are celebrating today is the first sitting of a
front of us on the laptop is what | am envisaging, of what theParliament that was answerable to the people of South
bill looks like before debate and what the bill would look like Australia and also the establishment of a cabinet of ministers
with any amendments. It is not difficult to do that at all. It is that was accountable to this parliament. Prior to 1857, the
very simple to do that. In fact, the staff in my office have governor effectwely_rult_ed the cplony, a f‘_act well illustrated
prepared a system whereby | operate under that system at tR Boyle Travers Finnis, the first premier of the state of
moment and, believe me, it makes it very simple to follow theSouth Australia, under ‘Responsible Government' in his book
amendments that have been put forward. That is just one dihe Constitutional History of South Australide referredto
many reforms that | could discuss, but | will not do so today.the various eras before that tlme—_for example, the rule of Sir
In the last week of sitting | had my computer in front of Henry Young as governor—and his chapters are headed “The
me and | was operating under that system, whereby th@ile of’.
amendments had been pre-loaded into my computer, so | The governor really did rule the province of South
could look at the screen and see how the bill as it stands i&ustralia, notwithstanding the fact that, in some respects, he
written and how it would look if amended, on one screen atvas aided by nominated officials and, later, some elected
the same time. | had a few envious members come over tofficials. In this context, it is worth recording very briefly our
have a look at my computer, and you could almost see theonstitutional history. In 1936, the colony (although some
drool coming out of the corners of their mouth. prefer to call it ‘the province’) of South Australia was
The Hon. Sandra Kanck interjecting: established. The governor, with the resident commissioner
TheHon. D.G.E. HOOD: Almost. Itis a slight exagger- and three officials, constituted the council of government,
ation. Certainly, | think that, if most members were able towhich actually had legislative powers. Those powers were
look at that for a few minutes, they would be very keen to seeemoved from the resident commissioner and handed to the
it come into practice—and there are many other reforms governor in 1938. In 1842, that council of government was
think this place could embrace. Having specifically made théncreased with the appointment of four non-official persons,
point about that reform, | think it is time for this chamber and the council of government became the Legislative
and, indeed, this place, to consider reform. Whilst | respedCouncil.
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In 1851 the Legislative Council was enlarged byindeed had an effective legislature, and one which laid
16 members elected by the people of this state and eiglidundations on which we are proud to build.
nominated by the governor, who no longer presided. This Inthe speech of the Lieutenant-Governor, and in various
development was in consequence of an act which applied gpeeches from representatives, we have heard a good deal of
the Australian colonies generally and which was passed igelf-congratulation about South Australia’s innovation—for
1850. In 1852 the Legislative Council appointed a selecexample, the fact that we gave Aboriginal people the right to
committee that recommended the establishment of a bicamerete and women the right to stand for parliament—but, very
al legislature with both houses of the legislature to be electedften, the rhetoric about these claims is not really backed up
(an important principle), and in 1853 a bill for a new when one sees the experience. It is great to give Aboriginal
bicameral parliament was passed. people the vote and to clasp your hand on your chest saying

As a result of the influence of the governor at that time,that we were the first to do it, but to acknowledge in the next
the bill proposed a council that was comprised of nominate®reath that none of them exercises that vote makes one think
(not elected) members, and the bill lapsed. Governothat they were not as innovative as they thought they were.
MacDonnell was very active in opposing the democraticAs has already been mentioned, we gave women the right to
aspirations of the South Australian people and, as somgtand for parliamentin 1984, but it was half a century before
historians have commented, sabotaged attempts to establi@ghe was elected here, so one realises that there is more to
an elected chamber. In a message to the authorities in Lond@&ghieving change than passing laws in a legislature.
he said that he did not believe ‘that the country is quite We presently have a government which is pretty fond of
prepared to see the Queen’s representative, who is now tid@nouncing that itis changing laws and increasing penalties
referee on all matters of executive detail, suddenly strippe@nd other things but actually not delivering. | believe that one
of all influence and power, in a community too small to of the important features of a parliament must be the capacity
permit his [that is, the governor] maintaining that "dignified not only to pass laws and make speeches but also to ensure
neutrality”. . .’ He concluded: that governments are accountable and will actually deliver

| therefore considered whether it was not possible to popularis hat they say they are doing. Thatis why itis very important

the existing constitution without wholly destroying it, and to centre that this bicameral parliament maintains its powers.

in one chamber the ablest representatives of all classes of the It is significant that we are today celebrating the 150th

community. It appeared to me that the desire, aimost universal, asnniversary of the establishment of a bicameral parliament—
Irepcrjeseﬂted to me,fora?mgl(?Chargberm preference to two, might harliament with two houses of equal powers, elected on
iﬁih;?;hgggéeptance ofa saferand more conservative ConStItUt'%ﬂghtly different bases—and it is interesting that we are today

having this debate in the context of a government which has

Fortunately, Governor MacDonnell’'s scepticism about the;nnounced that it proposes to neutralise—or perhaps even
capacity of South Australians to govern themselves wagpojish, if it can possibly get the consent of the community—
misplaced, and in January 1856 the South Australiafe | egislative Council. It is a government that is constantly
Constitution Act was passed. This act provided forablcamergeeking to undermine the Legislative Council, seeking to
al legislature consisting of 36 members of the House ofeyter it, and to reduce opportunities for minority voices and
Assembly and 18 of the Legislative Council—all elected. jnterests to be heard in our community. | am delighted to hear

The first meeting of that parliament on 22 April 1857 wasa number of members of this chamber deprecating the
a turning point in our state’s history, and it is interesting togovernment’s attempts, and also indicating that those
read the topics of the legislation that was enacted by the firshembers will be, as | am sure my Liberal colleagues will be,
democratically elected South Australian parliament in thesteadfastly opposed to this objective of the government.
session which followed in 1857 and 1858. Bills were on  Members interjecting:

monthly English mail, customs duties for goods carried on  ThePRESIDENT: Order! The Hon. Mr Lawson has the
the River Murray, Chinese immigration and emigration morecal|.
generally, and the disposition of the wastelands of the colony. TheHon. R.D. LAWSON: The Hons Sandra Kanck and
Legislation dealt with telegraphs, an appropriation bill, a billMark Parnell made comments about the aspirations of
for the establishment of a savings bank, a bill relating to theboriginal people to be represented in this parliament. That
establishment of the Gawler railway and another for itSs an aspiration | certainly share, and | would dearly like to
extension (a little like the Gawler tramway), and a bill see Aboriginal people elected to this parliament—as they
relating to water supply. have been elected in other parliaments. The Liberal Party is
There was an electoral act to amend the act of 1855 whicproud that Neville Bonner was elected as the first Aboriginal
had established a secret ballot and which continued thaenator on a Liberal ticket from Queensland; Senator Aiden
important South Australian initiative, and there were billsRidgeway from the Australian Democrats was a fine repre-
relating to local government and to bankruptcy. Landmarksentative in the federal parliament and the Northern Territory
legislation was introduced by Robert Richard Torrens relatingparliament; and also in the Western Australian parliament
to real property, and this was subsequently refined in Souttihere are Aboriginal representatives.
Australia but was followed in many other parts of the world.  Personally, | do not favour reserved seats for Aboriginal
There was legislation dealing with vines, with fires and withpeople or people with disabilities or people from multicultural
convicted felons, and interesting legislation which enabledackgrounds, or any other form of special representation of
a man to marry his deceased wife’s sister. This particulathat kind, but | would urge all parties to ensure that in a
legislation was one of the few acts of the South Australiardemocratically elected council such as this there are oppor-
parliament that was ever disallowed, and none was disatunities for more minority representation—not special
lowed after 1893. There was legislation dealing with areagiepresentation but, rather, people to be elected by the whole
patents and also aliens. So our forefathers in this parliamenf this state based on merit. This is an occasion to look to the
in the very early stages of the colony, at a time when itduture. We are here as the inheritors of a great tradition, part
population was something of the order of 90 000 peoplepf which was forged 150 years ago. We owe it to all South
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Australians to ensure that we of this generation pass onto thgarly this month we were saddened to hear of the untimely
next generation a system of government which is in goodieath of Senator Jeannie Ferris. As a South Australian senator
shape and which represents their interests. of more than 10 years standing, Jeannie Ferris served her

Finally, | commend the parliament for its open day and thestate with great energy and distinction. | met Jeannie on
committee that examined the manner in which the 150th annseveral occasions, one being in Canberra to celebrate the 25th
versary would be celebrated. A conference was recently helahniversary of the National Farmers Federation—an organisa-
by the History Trust of South Australia on the State Electoration for which she had worked previously. On all the
Commission. Unfortunately, it was held at a time when theoccasions | had the good fortune to meet Jeannie | found her
other house was sitting so not many members of parliametio be a very friendly and compassionate person, particularly
were present at that conference. Frankly, | do not believe wabout topics close to her heart. Jeannie’s hard work, fairness,
have given sufficient attention to publicising the 150th anni-openness and ability to laugh earned her tremendous respect
versary of this parliament. | do not think it is sufficiently right across the political spectrum. In recent times she
known in the wider community. It is great that over 2 000demonstrated extraordinary courage, resilience and determi-
people visited this place on the open day, and it is great thatation in her fight against cancer—a fight that left a legacy
members and staff were here to entertain them. in the form of increased federal government support for the

I think it is a pity that the opportunity has not been takencombating of gynaecological disease. Jeannie passed away
(as has been taken in other parliaments) to commission a néwCanberra on 2 April 2007.
scholarly history of the parliament of South Australia. There Jeannie Margaret Ferris was born in Auckland, New
are a number of publications in this state, one of which iZealand, on 14 March 1941. After arriving in Australia in
Gordon Coombs100 years of Responsible Government in1963 she was employed as a journalist in Sydney, Melbourne,
South Australialt is not a document which is at all readable. Perth, Canberra and Yass. She worked for organisations such
It is a catalogue of events which has no scholarly oversighas The Canberra Timesthe ABC, the CSIRO and the
or input. | have mentioned Professor Peter Howell and th&lational Farmers Federation, the latter during the federation’s
Flinders History of South Australiand some works by heyday of the 1980s. She also earned a graduate diploma in
Professor Dean Jaensch, but | believe the time has come fagribusiness from Monash University. Jeannie had a passion
us to have not merely an update of Gordon Coombs’ book dfor politics, becoming involved in the Liberal Party and
100 years but, rather, a properly funded and produceudorking for a number of state and federal parliamentarians.
scholarly history of our parliament. | think the state of SouthThese included the former defence minister, lan McLachlan;
Australia deserves such a publication. Too little is publishedhe former leader of the opposition and minister for agricul-
for the benefit of students and others who should know abodure, Dale Baker; the former minister for the arts, Diana
our great traditions. Laidlaw; and the former minister and premier and member

for Frome, Rob Kerin. She was also a friend of a former

The PRESIDENT: | take this opportunity to thank staff minister and Liberal leader in this council, Ren DeGaris, who
who volunteered their time on Sunday for the open day—passed away earlier this year and who was honoured in a
which was a great success. Some 2 300 people visited amdndolence motion on 7 February.
most of them were very impressed. Also, | thank the Clerk Jeannie was pre-selected as a senate candidate for the
and her staff in the Legislative Council for today. | also giveLiberal Party in 1995, occupying the No. 3 spot on the party’s
a special thanks to the catering staff for the wonderful jolticket. She entered the Senate in mid-1996, after the election
they did today; | thought the menu was very well preparedof the Howard government, beginning an outstanding decade-
| also thank the library staff who have had a lot of input in thelong career as a politician. The new Senator Ferris made a
past few days. On behalf of all Legislative Council membersnemorable maiden speech in the Senate on 9 October 1996

| thank those staff. that focused on the history and great strengths of her adopted
Motion carried. state, and hinted at the issues that concerned her and that
would exercise her mind as a senator. She was a great
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, STATISTICAL supporter of rural South Australia and of rural South
RECORD Australian families. In her maiden speech she paid tribute to

o country families, saying, ‘We in the cities continue to enjoy
ThePRESIDENT: | lay on the table the statistical record the penefits that flow from their bountiful harvests and offer
of the Legislative Council 1836 to 2007. | advise the councikhem support when the elements do not.’
that the reCOi‘d |S the result Of many months Of Work over | am to'd of the |0ng hours Jeannie Spent in her t|me as an
several years by Ms Noelene Ryan and Ms Margaret Hodginsmployer with SAFF and the NFF and as chief of staff to an
and they should be commended on their remarkable achievgyriculture minister developing measures to assist farmers
ment. All members of the parliament will now be issued withand their families in times of hardship. | understand that, in
a commemorative copy to mark the 150th anniversary ofjeveloping the case for the very successful Eyre Peninsula

responsible government in South Australia. regional strategy, Jeannie, along with the Hon. Caroline
Ordered that report be printed. Schaefer who chaired that task force, spent many hours in a
light aircraft flying to Charleville in Queensland in order to
FERRIS, SENATOR J.M., DEATH see what south-west Queensland was doing to assist its
growers, such was Jeannie’s commitment to getting the right

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Police): | result.

move: o _ _ Jeannie also addressed in her maiden speech the import-
That the Leg|S|at|Ve Council expresses its deep regret at thance of mining to the deve'opment of the State, espec|a”y

recent death of Senator Jeannie Ferris and places on record T : :
appreciation of her distinguished public service and, as a mark O$%Uth Australia’s huge stores of oil and gas, our precious

respect to her memory, the sitting of the council be suspended unf@iPals and the reserves of copper, silver, gold and uranium at
the ringing of the bells. Olympic Dam. She also touched on our state’s wine industry,
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our manufacturing exports and our food producers. Jeannigas that if she could keep Dale Baker in line she would make
threw herself into the job of representing South Australia ina very fine senator. As lan said at a particular memorial
the Senate with her usual enthusiasm, and she served orservice, it was not long after she left Dale Baker’s employ-
wide range of Senate committees, including those dealinment that Dale did get into some difficulties.
with employment, education and training, rural and regional She was elected to the Senate on 2 March 1996, at age 55.
affairs, information technology and the National CrimeAs I get older, that really is not very old at all any more, not
Authority. She became deputy government whip in the Senatée it was perhaps a decade or two ago, when | was younger.
in November 2001 and held the position of whip from AugustJeannie took her place on 1 July but, as members would
2002 until her death. Among her Senate colleagues Jeanrkaow, there was some confusion about whether or not she
was greatly respected across the political spectrum and shad been working since the election for Senator Minchin, and
was well known for her keen sense of humour. so she had to resign, but 12 days later she filled the vacancy
Jeannie was also acknowledged for her passionate interaghich her own resignation had opened up. One of her
in women'’s health, an issue that would become of greatolleagues, the communications minister, Helen Coonan,
personal concern to her. In October 2002 she told a Senatiescribed Senator Ferris as bringing goodwill and humour to
inquiry into the support and resources available to thosker role, and as a mentor for rookie senators and staff.
suffering from gynaecological cancers that she herself had As the Leader of the Government said, she was appointed
undergone surgery for ovarian cancer one year previouslgas the government whip on 22 August 2002 and served in that
Jeannie sought to change the way Australia saw and deadbsition for four years. Throughout her parliamentary career
with gynaecological cancers and to improve the quality ofSenator Ferris served on many Senate committees. Her wide
diagnosis and ongoing treatment. Jeannie’s work in theange of interests highlighted her experience with rural and
Senate inquiry had a major impact on the inquiry’s findingsregional issues, and in the media. She had a particular interest
and 34 recommendations, leading to the federal government rural and regional South Australia and was a longstanding
providing $1 million in seed funding for a new centre for member of the Liberal Party’s Rural and Regional Council.
gynaecological cancers. Senator Ferris described the estdh- particular, in times of adverse rural economic times,
lishment of the centre as ‘one of the highlights of my time inwhether through drought or commodity prices, she had a
the Senate’. particular concern and passion for the wellbeing of rural
Jeannie Ferris was an outstanding parliamentariarwomen in South Australia, and rural women generally in
Though she took her job very seriously, she had the endearirfgustralia.
quality of not taking herself too seriously. With integrity, ~ Jeannie was diagnosed with ovarian cancer in October
compassion, energy and a capacity for hard work and with 2005. She underwent treatment in 2006 and, one week after
wisdom and level of insight derived from a richly lived life, her final chemotherapy session, she accompanied Mark Vaile
she did valuable and admirable things for both her state angh a mission to Baghdad to rescue Australia’s wheat exports.
her nation. On behalf of all Labor members in the council Il think we can all remember the amazing scenes on television
extend my condolences to the family and friends of Jeannief Jeannie flying with Mark Vaile to Baghdad. She returned
Ferris, especially to her sons Robbie and Jeremy. to parliament and to her work, determined to beat the illness.
She started campaigns on a number of issues, in particular
TheHon. D.W. RIDGWAY (Leader of the Opposi-  gynaecological cancer. She also pushed for vaccinations
tion): | rise to support the condolence motion for our goodagainst cervical cancer, which needed to be fast-tracked, and
friend and former senator, the Hon. Jeannie Ferris. Jeannike health minister, Tony Abbott, launched that in Adelaide
was born in Auckland, New Zealand, on 14 March 1941. He(untimely as it was) the day after her death.
path to politics began as a journalistin New Zealand with the ~ She formed a parliamentary inquiry into gynaecological
Rotorua Daily PostShe emigrated to Australia in 1963 with cancers with the Australian Democrat, Senator Lyn Allison.
her boyfriend, Bob Ferris, to study agribusiness in AustraliaThe inquiry produced 34 recommendations in the form of the
Bob and Jeannie married in 1964 and settled in Canberra ieportBreaking the SilencdEstablishing a national centre for
1967. She moved to the ABC and worked in the parliamengynaecological cancers was one of these recommendations.
tary press gallery. Her then colleagues have since comment@dl 34 recommendations were adopted in February of this
that, at this time when women were relatively unheard of inyear. One week before Jeannie’s death the government
journalism, Jeannie Ferris became very prominent. Througteommitted $1 million to this initiative, one of her proudest
out the 1970s and 1980s she lived in the Yass district and wasghievements. Jeannie was pivotal in the parliament’s vote
the editor of therass TribuneShe then became the CSIRO’s to overturn legislation banning therapeutic cloning and to
director of public affairs and was head hunted for thepermit the use of the drug RU486. Her advocacy for women’s
National Farmers Federation, where she served as director aéalth issues has led to an improved policy which will have
public relations. substantial benefits for many women. Her main plea was that
In the 1990s Jeannie Ferris worked as a journalist andbomen be more proactive about their own health.
political adviser to a Liberal minister, lan McLaughlan, who  Senator Ferris was vocal in her desire to have a female
described her as a ‘wordsmith’. In her interview, when hesuccessor in order that Australia’s population, made up of
was president of the National Farmers Federation, sheore than 50 per cent of women, have a greater female
claimed that he needed a smart journalist like her to soften higpresentation. Her decision to retire from politics was made
right wing views for public consumption. She later becamebefore her diagnosis, with the hope that someone younger
chief of staff to Dale Baker, the then primary industriesmay have a turn. Senator Ferris maintained a modest
minister in South Australia. coverage in the media, being driven by her aspirations and
At a couple of the memorial services that were held forpassion for rural and women'’s issues, rather than stand in the
Jeannie, lan McLaughlin was speaking about her preselectianedia spotlight herself. Unfortunately, Jeannie passed away
and rise to the Senate. A number of people were discussirig a Canberra hospital on 2 April 2007. She is survived by her
a Senate candidacy and her name was suggested. The viemo sons, Rob and Jeremy. Rob has described her, | think
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very fittingly, as a dynamic, irrepressible representative andppointed chairperson of Drug Beat of South Australia in
champion of all that is fair and just. 1999, and she attended our open day with the Hon. Dean
Brown. Jeannie was also instrumental in helping to establish
TheHon. G.E. GAGO: | also rise to express my Drug Beat as a residential program and made donations to
sympathy at the passing of Senator Jeannie Ferris on 2 Aprthat particular facility to make sure that it could be kick-
As noted by others here, she became a senator in 1996, asirted as a residential facility. She provided furniture, air-
the government upper house whip in 2002, after working asonditioners and microwave ovens to give us a bit of a start.

a journalist and political adviser. Jeannie accomplished a  jeannie dedicated a lot of her spare time when she was in
number of significant achievements during her parliamentary ge|aide to come out to Shaye Louise House and sit with
career. | V\{OU|d like to focus in particular on her dedicationihgse addicted to drugs going through the recovery program.
to women’s health and also to reproductive choice. Diagshe spent many hours talking with those young people and
nosed with ovarian cancer in 2005, Mrs Ferris organised gfering them viable alternatives to a life of drug addiction.
cross-party parliamentary inquiry into the issue in 2006y ner office in South Australia she employed one of our
which led to a report entitieBreaking the Silencdhe report s;ccessful clients for a period of 18 months as a part-time
stressed the importance of increased research and awarenggsee. This gave this young girl (a mother of one) a new
into gynaecological cancers. Mrs Ferris was quite open abolirection in life and new hope. She learnt a great number of
her own experiences with cancer, encouraging Australiagyjlis working in Jeannie's office, and it set her life in a
women to be vigilant when it came to their health. As notedgq)ly gifferent direction—and she has asked me to say a

by my colleague, only a few weeks before her death thgjncere thank you today from her as well.
federal government announced a $1 million grant to establish

a national centre for ovarian, cervical and other gynaecolog Jeannie had to deal with a number of difficult times in her

cal cancers, and that was one of the key recommendationsllfrtle' ltwas my prl\(llege_to observ_e how she cop_ed with hard
the Breaking the Silenceeport. times and reconciled with those times and continued to move

| want to acknowledae that Mrs Eerris will also be forward in her life in a positive way. Jeannie was there for me
9 when my own daughter died from a heroin addiction. She
remembered for the role she played to ensure that th nent a great deal of time with me, helping me to see the
legislation relating ,to RUA486 was passed. A committed, ,irivies that could come out of this. She actually directed me
supporter of women'’s reproductive rights, Mrs Ferris assiste n many occasions just to take a deep breath and continue to
the four senators who cross-sponsored this significant bil ake one step forward, which | did, and | am eternally grateful

The importance of the removal of ministerial veto power. ; :
around RU486 cannot be underestimated. The passing of tltgo her for her guidance. She also assisted me to prepare a

bill was a great victory for all Australian women. Federal libmission for the inquiry into heroin trials and shooting
9 Yy ) : galleries that the Hon. Martin Hamilton-Smith chaired.

Hansard, on International Women’s Day 2005, records . . } i
Mrs Ferris's account of taking a friend to an illegal abortion- __Jeannie was supportive of my views. She certainly helped
ist in the 1960s. as follows: me to recognise the flaws in our current drug policy and

We found ours,elves one wet Friday night, a couple of hours o ointed me in the direction of people like Dr John Herron,
of town, where the local pharmacist had agréed to help in the les .ho ha,d been to SWltzerIanq and seen the result§ of those
than salubrious back room of his shop. For this service he wantelfials himself and was not in favour of that action for
more in cash than each of us earned in a month. | can still remembéwustralia. She also pointed out flaws in legislation of which
1t°lhet1t Olttii n&an_gng _f:iS dingy baCkaOOrzn-_ Aﬁe;]a EOI;]IO'e of mintUtes MY was unaware as a grassroots worker. Jeannie was instrumen-

atmate decided it was an unsafe choice which she was not prepargg : ; ; ; : ;

to take. My friend then found herself making a series of other Iesﬁ n working behind the scenes, | believe, in securing state
palatable choices, disappearing to the shame of a cold hospittinding for our program through the Hon. Dean Brown a_nd
basement where this talented young woman washed laundry until ttedso at a federal level. When Drug Beat received funding
child was born and adopted. Australia must never return to thosggom the federal government for its family program, | know

shameful days. Our women must always have the choice to make ; i i
informed choice with their medical adviser, their families, their‘Tllﬁat Jeannie was working behind the scenes to secure that, as

partner, their support, whoever they choose. and they must be fréde had done for many years.
to make that choice without coercion and without compulsion. | regret that | did not appreciate the extent of her illness
Mrs Ferris’'s dedication to women’s issues, in particularand missed probably three opportunities to have lunch with
reproductive choice, is apparent from her Internationaher when she was in South Australia after my election to this
Women's Day speech. She used the day to highlight thelace. | express my absolute and sincere condolences to her
importance of safe and legally informed choices fortwo sons. She was a dedicated mother. She was an example
Australian women. She also supported stem cell researck) me of how to balance family and working life. I do not
transparency in advertising by pregnancy counsellindggnow many people who have done it as successfully as
services, and government funding for the new cervical canceleannie Ferris. | offer my condolences to her family.
vaccine. The women in federal parliament, and certainly
Mrs Ferris, have made significant gains for women across TheHon. J.S.L. DAWKINS: I rise briefly to support the
party lines. | hope that the focus on reproductive rights andnotion. | knew Senator Jeannie Ferris for many years;
health issues continues at both federal and state levels aifitleed, | briefly worked with her when we were both on the
also that committed women continue to make their choicestaff of Senator Nick Minchin, as alluded to by to my leader
heard in parliaments. | would, once again, like to express mgarlier. Obviously, | am also aware of the work she did with
deep sympathy to Mrs Ferris’s family, friends and staff.  the National Farmers Federation when on the staff of the
Hon. lan McLachlan, the Hon. Dale Baker and the Hon. Rob
TheHon. A.M.BRESSINGTON: | rise to support the Kerin. | also remember being in a discussion when her name
condolence motion for Senator Jeannie Ferris. | can probablyas first mentioned as a possible Liberal candidate for the
shed another aspect on her life that some may or may not [&enate. Of course, she was well regarded for her work with
familiar with in this place. Jeannie Ferris was the first to bea wide range of rural industries and communities.
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I admired her strength as she struggled with ovarian TheHon. T.J. STEPHENS: | rise to speak to this
cancer and noted her work towards advancing the awarenessndolence motion for Senator Jeannie Ferris, who was a
and treatment of that form of cancer. Indeed, when | wagreat senator and a good friend to many of us. | very much
travelling in the country one day, | heard her speech in th@ppreciated the contributions of both the leaders and other
Senate noting the report of the Senate inquiry into gynaecanembers; their obvious sincerity is quite touching and very
logical cancers (which was referred to earlier) of which sheespectful.
was one of the prime movers. | support the motion. | was fortunate to attend the service for Senator Ferris in

the Great Hall of federal parliament, along with the Hon. Ann

TheHon. JM.A. LENSINK: | rise with sadness to Bressington and the Hon. Caroline Schaefer, both of whom

support this motion. Jeannie Ferris had a distinguished care$fer® good friends of Senator Ferris. The Prime Minister
in journalism, public relations and also as an adviser anf@de a tremendous speech under difficult circumstances,
chief of staff to many ministers at both state and federal leveP2Ying tribute to obviously a good friend and colleague and,
Drawing from her experience in those areas before she weft his own words, a truly great Australian. The respect shown
into the Senate in 1996, she lent her expertise to advancirfyy Members of parliament of all political persuasions was
the cause of rural welfare, primary producers’ concerns anje"y much appreciated by Senator Ferris’ family and friends.
agribusiness. She was described by the Prime Minister as ‘a Senator Ferris was a true friend of the people of rural and
feisty lady’. Indeed, fairly recently | was discussing Jeannie’d€gional Australia, and in particular rural and regional South
passing with a party member who comes from the Baross#\ustralia. Her understanding of the key issues affecting their
and she recounted the same anecdote referred to by our leaH¥éps meant that they always had a champion in their corner.
when she went to work for the National Farmers Federatioff 1S true to say that Jeannie was no shrinking violet. She was
in a public relations position. | am told that she was inter-2 Very straightforward lady, who was very direct and who
viewed by lan McLachlan, who is a formidable character angvould leave you with no illusions as to how she viewed any
who could intimidate some if he tried. When he was talkingParticular situation. She certainly did not suffer fools lightly.
about the job description and what was required of thé pass on my condolences to family and friends and to her
position, Jeannie said, ‘Now, let me tell you what you need.Work colleagues. She was a great mother, a great senator, a
So, she was never backward in coming forward in expressin reat Liberal, a great friend and, indeed, a great Australian.
her views, and for that we should all be thankful. estin peace Jeannie.

Following the diagnosis of ovarian cancer in 2005, she TheHon. R.D. LAWSON: | wish to make a brief refer-
became much more active in advocating for women'’s issuegnce to another aspect of Jeannie Ferris’ life. Jeannie was
particularly in relation to reproductive health and family president of the Bennelong Society, an organisation estab-
planning. One of her pleas was that both men and womefshed to promote debate and analysis of Aboriginal policy in
should challenge their doctor, which is something we shoul@\ustralia, both contemporary and historical, to inquire into
all adhere to. She felt there was something wrong, and it wage causes of the present appalling plight of many contempo-
through her own persistence that she was diagnosed. Shgy Aboriginal people, to seek to influence public opinion
fought very hard against the disease, and a number of u% that the prospects for amelioration of the condition of
thought that she had beaten it. In her parliamentary carehoriginal people is improved, and other matters. Jeannie
following her diagnosis, she pursued a number of issuesyas a great supporter of the Bennelong Society.
which other people have also outlined. She joined with & She took over the presidency of that society from a former
number of female senators from other parties to ensure th@dderal minister of Aboriginal affairs, the Hon. John Herron,
things female politicians believed in were brought to the foreand held the office with great distinction. She was succeeded
and their passage ensured. That can sometimes be a difficylj the Hon. Gary Johns, a former Labor federal minister. The
thing to do, but | think she was absolutely determined to geBennelong Society is an active group and Jeannie Ferris was
those things through. committed to its principles, and dedicated to spreading the

Itis quite well documented that Jeannie was very keen of’€ssage about Aboriginal disadvantage in Australia and
ensuring that she would be replaced by a female representaoposing ways of improvement. This aspect of her very busy
tive on the Liberal Party Senate ticket. | endorse her compolitical life has not been much mentioned in recent times
ments that we in the Liberal Party—and all parties—need t®ut, as a member of the society and one who has participated

ensure that we strive to have diverse representation_ in its deliberations from time to time, | wish to have this
placed on the record. | support all other comments made by

The fact that Jeannie went to Baghdad after she hag, colleagues about the personal qualities of Jeannie Ferris
undergone chemotherapy (which, for anyone who hagnq the great contribution she made to Australian public life.
undergone it or knows anyone who has undergone it, is quite \1otion carried by members standing in their places in
a traumatic process on the body) highlights the fact that s

i X " Sllence.
was a feisty and very determined lady to undertake something
that was probably very physically demanding while she was [Sitting suspended from 4.50 to 5.05 p.m.]
probably feeling quite unwell, or not as well as she should
have been. PAPERS TABLED

The reaction of a number of non-Liberal female politicians The following papers were laid on the table:
has been overwhelming. | think they are going to genuinely Bv the Mini 9 pfp Police (Hon. P. Holl :
miss Jeannie Ferris. She passed away too young. However, y the ) inister for Police (Hon. A olloway)—
because of her actions, she leaves a legacy for future  Architects Board of South Australia—Report 2006
generations in preventing some of the disease for which she Re%lfgt'ﬁgﬁyuﬂgﬂég%f_oﬂlﬁgg}%ﬁ‘gi_
was an advocate. | also add my condolences to her friends Electricity Act 1996—Vegetation Clearance

and family. Evidence Act 1929—Prescribed Courts
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Southern State Superannuation Act 1994—Death development would no make difference to the character because it
Insurance is already defined by pattern of development. The council investigat-
Statutes Amendment (Public Sector Employment) Act ed that question.
2006—Awards It found that, in general terms, where people had 10 acres and
Workers Rehabilitation and Compensation Act 1986— they lived on 10 acres, they tended to utilise only between half and
Thoroughbred Riding one hectare around their dwelling. Beyond that, it became difficult
Rule of Court— to manage for reasons of cost of water and things such as that. It was
District Court—District Court Act 1991—Search a footprint of development which was landscaped areas and such like
Orders around dwellings of that order. Taking that into account, as well as

i ; ; looking at the services and the average size (which was 1.8 hectares),
By the Minister for Environment and Conservation (Hon'the bagl’ance was struck in terms of agvice to(council that if there Was)
G.E. Gago)— some additional potential for development 0.9 of a hectare would
Southern Adelaide Health Service—Report, 2005-06 allow (on average) one allotment to be divided into two, and that the
Upper South East Dryland Salinity and Flood Manage-  prevailing character of the area would not change as a consequence
ment Act 2002—Quarterly Report—1 January 2007— of that. It was able to offer something that was being looked at by the

31 March 2007 residents without compromising some of the questions that the wider
Regulations under the following Acts— community has about this area between Munno Para and Gawler.
Environment Protection Act 1993—Environment The investigations analysing the pattern of settlement were
Protection Fund documented in a report to the council and that formed the basis of
Liquor Licensing Act 1997—Dry Areas— the decision the council made and then the basis of the submission
Bordertown to the advisory committee.
Henley Beach Incidentally, the family of the member for Light (Tony
Millicent - L . .
Murray Bridge Piccolo) has land within that boundary clearly defined in that
Native Vegetation Act 1991—Clearance Exemptions map provided to the committee, and all this land is in a rural
Natural Resources Management Act 2004—Levy zone. The witnesses raised a number of concerns in relation
Exemption. to the PAR, including inadequate consultation (only land-

owners within the area on the map detailed above were
notified), inconsistent policy across the rural zone in relation
The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Police): | seek to gllotment sizes anql a Iacl'< pf infrastructure, especially
leave to move a motion without notice concerning theM&INS water, where th'? subdivision W?S aIIov_ved.
suspension of standing order 14. One of the Kudla residents went on, ‘There isevena letter
Leave granted. from t.he former. mayor addressed to Mr Mario Barone at
The Hon. P. HOL LOWAY: | move: Planning SA pointing out the council h_as not conducted
That standing order 14 be suspended. proper_consu_ltatlon, yet the_ Gawler council has chosen to take
) i . no notice to improve the situation.’ The CEO of the Gawler
This procedure has been adopted in recent times to allow thyuncil has also admitted to me as late as three weeks ago
COﬂSidel’ation Of Other bUSineSS before the Addl’eSS in RepMat the deal was done by the former mayorjumping through

STANDING ORDER 14

has been adopted. a window of opportunity to further his political aspirations.

Motion carried. He points out that there has been no public consultation. My
guestions to the minister are:

QUESTION TIME 1. Did he as minister have any discussions with mayor

Piccolo in relation to this PAR prior to the 2006 state

KUDLA-GAWLER URBAN BOUNDARY election?
_ 2. Why were only 113 allotments rezoned?

TheHon. D.W. RIDGWAY (Leader of the Opposi- 3. Does the state government own any land in this rural

tion): | seek leave to make a brief explanation before askinggne?

the Minister for Urban Development and Planning a question 4 wjill he conduct an immediate inquiry into the process
about the Kudla-Gawler urban boundary. and consultation?

Leave granted. 4. Can he assure the people of South Australia that the

TheHon. D.W. RIDGWAY: A recent meeting of the ormer mayor and now member for Light, Tony Piccolo, did
ERD Committee heard evidence from witnesses in relatiop ot gain any financial or political benefit from his ministerial

to the Kudla-Gawler urban boundary. Witnesses were fronpar?
local government, the community and Planning SA. Of = 10100 P HOLLOWAY (Minister for Urban

. c L . " ﬁevelopment and Planning): | congratulate the new Leader
was the subject of almlnlsterlal PAR which was |n|t|ateql ONo¢ the Opposition on his elevation to the position, although
31 October 2005—4%2 months before the [ast state election—ig 5 rather bad start that his first question should be seeking
and which was concluded four weeks prior to the election. lo malign a member of parliament. He has already asked this
remind members that the mayor of Gawler at the time WaBuestion. He asked it some time ago. In relation to the last

Tony Piccolo, \_/vho is now the member for Light. ._question, itis my understanding that, yes, Tony Piccolo does
One of the issues addressed by the PAR was the reviefib e some Jand in the Kudla area, but the decision made
of the minimum allotment size to 0.9 of a hectare for ,oont that his property would not be affected by that
113 landowners, as clearly defined in a map that WaJecision. That is my understanding of the position, and that
: } %as been made clear on a number of occasions. In relation to
local government representatives states: this particular PAR, there are some residents of Kudla who
vt ot f Kl v suchadedefor it pelywould ke the wihol area as greenbelt I i government
there were planning cont_rols._'lr')here_w)és always a mismatch betwe% licy 10 have a greenbelt n re'a“OU to the area soyth of
the pattern of settlement in this |oca||ty (bemg that part of Kud|a) an aner. Some I’eSIdentS thel’e W0u|d ||ke the area Subd|V|ded.
the rural zone elsewhere. The submissions were made that additionBhis government has a plan as part of its planning strategy to
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support transit oriented development, which includes a MENTAL HEALTH FUNDING
reasonable density around transport features.
TheHon. JM.A. LENSINK: | seek leave to make a brief

As the leader himself said, it was Gawler council that . . 5
initiated this particular plan émendment report, but theexplanatlon before asking the Minister for Mental Health and

member for Light was not the mayor and was not inVolvedSubstance Abuse a question about mental health funding.

; ; ; Co T Leave granted.
with the council at the time that report was finalised. | )
checked with the then current council that it was its view, _TheéHon. JM.A. LENSINK: On 11 January the Mental

before | supported the report that came from the council. If¥€alth Coalition of South Australia issued a press release

said there was a new council that supported this goingntited ‘Mental health peak body pleads for urgent action’,

forward, and | was certainly informed that it was its view to Wh'Ch_ the Executive Director, Gepff Harris, says:

support this particular PAR. That was done, but the Leader A_dSEHO?S ongcr>t|ng ﬂ_nan?ual CO”:Tlrgmeltnﬁ tot_no?-go(\j/ernme?tl
i+ : H oviders of support services 1or mental nealtn patients Is desperately

.Of tT? Oplposnlon hqs alrﬁ_ady made the gccusatlon pll;ew%usﬁéeded to balance the system and to relieve the crippling load on the

in this place. | invited him to go outside and make thatyc e care end.

accusation. The day after the release of the Cappo report on 21 February

It appears that these residents have made this allegatighis year Jonathan Phillips, the former director of mental
through the ERD Committee, which | suppose will go on thehealth in South Australia, stated:
record. Now that he has raised the matter | will certainly ask g imperative to get the rest of the money, and particularly out
the member for Light to place the information on the recordihere to the NGOs or we will not have the building blocks in piace,
which should finally clarify it, but any suggestion that he hada bit like a jigsaw with pieces missing—it will never look proper.

a conflict of interest or at least benefited in some way fromn the latest edition 6BACOSS Newa bi-monthly publica-
this decision is entirely incorrect. He did not have a positionion, the editorial states, under the title ‘Reform of the mental
on Gawler council when the PAR was finally approved. Ithealth sector’, in relation to the Cappo report:
was S”ppofted by th_e new cou_nC|I at the_tlme, a_nd tismy . what it does not do is cost the plan or deal in any meaningful
understanding that his property is such a size that it would nGay with the complications or implementation challenges of such
be affected, and | am happy to have that confirmed. reform.

Further, it says:

TheHon. D.W. RIDGWAY: By way of a supplementary ~_ the plan, if executed poorly will only serve to rearrange the
question, why were only 113 allotments considered in thatleck chairs, rename acute beds to be called intermediate beds, talk
PAR? up intervention and fail to deliver.

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: That was first what the In relation to the issue of support for non-government
council put up. It would not have been supported byServices, the last couple of paragraphs state in relation to the
Planning SA if the subdivision had been of such a size that43-6 million Investment: o
it would have put undue pressure on the infrastructure—the . . . does nothing to ensure the sustainability of non-government

electricity, water, drainage and so on—uwithin the area. |fommunity based mental health services. The non-government
! ! community mental health sector plays a vital role in supporting

makes sense to have a higher density near that railwgyopie in the community and is perhaps the most critical link in
station, but in broader policy terms it is government policytransferring the focus from crisis care to preventative and early
that the area between Gawler and Munno Para should remairiervention care. o _
agreenbelt so that Gawler is not absorbed into the metropoli, B, 0% ST Lo e e el e e imeters and semior
Fan area. Italso make.s sense, where itis poss!t_)l_e todo so, reaucrats are doing. everything they can and the final decision will
increase urban density around transport facilities such age in the number crunching of what the government thinks it can
railway stations. afford.

It then goes on to ask a couple of rhetorical questions, as

TheHon. D.W. RIDGWAY: By way of supplementary follows:

question, will the land owned by the Land Management wiill the funding required for the full implementation of the plan
Corporation in the rural zone not be subject to any developbe forthcoming? Will the community based supports get over the

ment? line? Substantial recurrent funding must be guaranteed to ensure that
the sector—

that is, the non-government sector—

a core component of a recovery-oriented mental health system in
The Hon. D.W. RIDGWAY: By way of supplementary South Australia, can properly contribute to the reform process.

question, | z_;\sked whether any land was owned qu thg,,y questions are:

government in that area. There is Ian_d; is it to be subjectto "1 Has the minister read these comments?

development in relation to transport orientated development? 5 1< she been approached by SACOSS or any non-

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: The Land Management government organisation and, if so, what is her response to
Corporation comes under the control of my colleague th¢hem?
Minister for Infrastructure, but it has the purpose of holding TheHon. G.E. GAGO (Minister for Mental Health and
land to make it available. Many people in this community,Substance Abuse): | thank the honourable member for her
supporters of the Leader of the Opposition, are saying that thenportant questions. | also congratulate her on her elevation
government should be releasing a lot more land through thie terms of her promotion to deputy leader and also with the
LMC, but that is a matter for my colleague, and | will refer increased responsibilities of environment, along with mental
the question to him. It is not a consideration of urbanhealth and substance abuse. It gives me great pleasure to
development planning what the LMC might do with its answer this question because it does, in fact, point to the
holdings, but we all know why the LMC buys land. enormous amount of work that the Rann Labor government

TheHon. P. Holloway: What particular land is the leader
referring to?
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has been doing to reform the mental health system; a systehsaid, | am quite confident that my agency would be in
which was left in absolute chaos. It was left very poorlydiscussions with at least some of these agencies, and they
degraded and had been in a very poor state for a long peridthve been invited to present all matters and materials that

of time. they want us to consider for future service arrangements.
This government has spent a number of years putting
together strategies to ensure a complete overhaul and reform PUBLIC TRUSTEE

of our mental health system. Recently the Social Inclusion
Board handed down its report ‘Stepping Up: a Social TheHon.P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Police): | lay
Inclusion Action Plan for Mental Health Reform 2007 to on the table a copy of a ministerial statement relating to the
2012'. It made 41 recommendations, all of which thePublic Trustee made on Tuesday 24 April in another place by
government has agreed to in principle. Already it has signethe Attorney-General (Hon. M. Atkinson).
off on 33 of those 41 recommendations.

The system involves implementing a stepped system of PEDESTRIAN SAFETY
care, with mental health teams at the centre and other
community health services tackling the crisis of acute TheHon.S.G. WADE: | seek leave to make a brief
psychosis by targeting a response to 800 chronically ill anéxplanation before asking the Minister for Road Safety a
complex needs people, and aligning the South Australiaguestion relating to pedestrian safety during this United
mental health system nationally and, as reported in this pladgations Global Road Safety Week.
before, redeveloping the Glenside campus as a centre of | eave granted.

specialist mental health services. Some of the things within - 1he Hon. S.G. WADE: On Monday last week an elderly

our reform agenda include funding for an increase in 2A"hmgedestrian was killed after being hit by a car in Modbury,
supported accommodation, community rehabilitation centregyinging the number of pedestrian fatalities so far this year
intermediate care beds and also secure beds. | have talk kight—a very high number when compared with the nine
about the step design, so that people are able to step up 8@ jesirian fatalities for the whole of 2005 and 12 in 2006.
services as they become more ill and need them, and stefjvistics released last year show that two of the state’s top
down as they recover. ) _three locations for pedestrian casualties between 2001 and
What the state government has already committed 10 iBoo3 were in the Adelaide CBD; namely, King William

terms of cold, hard cash up-front is @ $43.6 million fundingsreet and North Terrace. With the tram line being extended
package; a funding package that involves $18.2 million oo\ hoth of these already high risk streets—streets through
90 new intermediate care beds; $20.46 million for the 736 hysjest section of the CBD—there will be an increased
extra 24-hour supported accommodation; $1.8 million forigk to pedestrians as they get on and off the trams and

transition funding; $1.6 million for eight new mental health 4tempt to navigate their way across the roads. My questions
nurse practitioner positions across regional areas; and, @§ the minister are:

course, $1.47 million for 800 complex chronic needs clients.

. 1. What studies have been done to assess the increased
These services clearly help take the pressure off not only OL%[S

acute services, our acute beds (which we find are current K to pedesitrians within the already high risk pedestrian

bottlenecked and backlogged) but it will also help to preven recincts on which the tr.ams will ""J?"e'? L
people from relapsing and becoming ill and requiring . 2. What measures will be tak_en In the CBD to minimise
services. These services will, in effect, not only take pressurdSK {0 pedestrians as the tram line is extended, particularly
off our acute end but they will take pressure off the lesd® €nsure access for people with a disability?
complex end—our community services—as well. TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO (Minister for Road

In terms of NGO funding, this government demonstratedSafety): | place on record my congratulations to the Hon.
its commitment in the last funding round, with one-off Mr Wade for his elevation as a spokesperson in my port-
funding of $25 million for a wide range of comprehensivefO“OS- I'am sure he WI" find them both interesting gnd varied.
services. | have reported in this place, in terms of futurdn particular in relation to road safety, where we did not have
funding for NGOs and, for that matter, any other services@ SPokesperson for that area from the opposition, I am pleased
that we are currently in the bilateral budget round. As théhat we now do. | do see road safety as not a party political
honourable member knows, we will not be discussing thdortfolio, if you wish. It is policy driven and | am sure that
details of those negotiations and those bids until the budgé@m joined by everybody in this chamber in aspiring to reach

is announced in June. our target of seeing fewer than 90 deaths by the end of 2010
and fewer than 1000 serious injuries by that same date.

TheHon. J.M.A. LENSINK: Will the minister advise The honourable member mentioned that we have had,

whether any organisations have made representations to haifortunately, far too many pedestrian deaths this year, and

on this issue and, if so, which ones? thatis correct, in particular when compared to the same time

TheHon. G.E. GAGO: | believe that none have ap- lastyear. From memory, the reasons why they have occurred
proached me personally on problems in terms of recurreritave been varied and they have not been at any one particular
funding specifically. | believe some have engaged irplace. So, to say that there is one particular reason why they
discussions with the agency. My advice to those people hasave occurred would be wrong of me. Generally for pedes-
been, in relation to any demands on their services and fututeians, clearly we have a taskforce that sits under the Road
funding, to submit all information and any other matters thatSafety Advisory Council, and it advises the government in
they would like us to consider and that those matters will beelation to pedestrians and cycling. What | say—and | am
considered in future budget rounds. sure that everybody would agree with—is that pedestrians

I meet regularly with a wide range of organisations. Somere, of course, vulnerable, and particularly the young and the
of those organisations may have mentioned these matterséfderly. We do ask people to remember that they are vulnera-
general delegations; | cannot remember specifically but, dsle. The most important thing to remember is: if there is a
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pedestrian crossing or some other form of assistance in ttelendar. | thank these young people from our emergency

road, use it. services and all young South Australians who will take the
The honourable member talked about the tram line. Croséme to remember those who served and in particular those

at the lights—it is as simple as that. You need to cross at thetho died to protect our nation and our way of life.

lights. You have to obey the road rules like everybody else.

Make sure, if you are out at night, that you do wear clothing ROAD TRAFFIC, BLOOD TESTING

that drivers and riders can actually see. So, there are some

things that we all have to remember. Pedestrians should also The Hon. NICK XENOPHON: | seek leave to make a

remember that, if they are taking prescription medicationPrief explanation before asking the Minister for Road Safety

their reaction time could be slower and it might be moreduestions about blood testing of those involved in motor

difficult to work out the time and distance that it takes a carvehicle accidents.

to travel. So, there are some very basic rules that we ask Leave granted.

everybody to adhere to. Pedestrians should not cross between The Hon. NICK XENOPHON: | refer to section 471 of

cars near a crest or a bend in heavy traffic. But, mosthe Road Traffic Act, which mandates the taking of a blood

important of all, use those facilities that are provided alreadyample from anyone of or above the age of 14 years who

on our roads, including the lights, the crossings and théuffers injury in an accident and who attends or is admitted

islands that are sometimes provided on the roads. They af@ hospital. The section is intended to provide permission for

all there for a very good reason: to ensure that everybodglood to be taken and handed on to police so that it can be

arrives home safely. tested for the presence of drugs and alcohol. The section
provides offences for a failure to submit to the taking of a
ANZAC EVE VIGIL sample and, later in the schedule to the act, gives direction to

the police and hospital staff regarding the procedures to be

TheHon. J. GAZZOLA: | ask the Minister for Emergen- in place when the blood is taken in terms of labelling,
cy Services a question about the participation of Emergencguantities of blood to be taken and the issuing of information
Services personnel in the Anzac eve vigil. On the eve ofibout the sample to police and the person whose sample itis.
Anzac Day, can the minister outline the involvement ofHowever, it seems there is no provision in the legislation that
Emergency Services personnel? mandates the testing of blood samples taken, which seems

TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO (Minigter for Emergency  incongruous, given that random testing for drunk driving has
Services): | thank the honourable member for his importantbeen in place since 1 July 2006.
guestion. As the nation prepares to pay tribute to those who Information | have received indicates a concern that many
made the ultimate sacrifice for their country, a group of finesamples taken pursuant to section 471 have not been tested for
young South Australians are preparing for a special everdrugs, and the suggestion is that there have been some
which gets underway this evening. Each year the Anzac Evieudgetary constraints. Further, recently published research
Youth Vigil brings together the youth of our community in which was conducted by the Royal Adelaide Hospital and
a spirit of remembrance. Held at the State War Memorial onvhich was funded through the National Drug Law Enforce-
North Terrace and running from 6 pm this evening, on Anzagnent Research Fund shows that alcohol was found in 22.6 per
eve, until 6 am on Anzac morning, the formal ‘Holding cent of injured car drivers, cannabis in 17.4 per cent,
Ceremony’ involves young people between the ages of 1Benzodiazepines in 14.7 per cent, amphetamines in 6.9 per
and 18. Hundreds of young people are expected to take padent, and opiates in 3.3 per cent. It also shows that the use of
representing a variety of service and community groups. Priairugs other than alcohol is associated with an increased
to dawn, the youth guard hands over to the Defence Fordacidence of trauma, a greater number of injuries, more
Catafalque Party and the traditional Dawn Service follows severe injuries and longer hospital stays. My questions are:

The youth vigil has been held since the year 2000, inspired 1. Can the minister confirm whether since 1 July 2006 all
by young people at that time, and | am proud that 10 Countriplood samples taken pursuant to section 471 have also been
Fire Service and 10 State Emergency Service cadets atested for the drugs that are the subject of roadside testing
taking part. They are, from the CFS: Amy Menagh, Cassiend, if not, why not? Is it the case that, if only a proportion
White and Samantha Lee Weeding from the Port Lincolrof samples is tested, what proportion of blood samples has
Brigade; Byron Hornhardt and Damon Smith from Cowell; been tested for drugs?
Brent Davey and Kurt Wright from Kimba; and Bradley 2. Is it the government’s policy that all blood taken
McKay, Lynton Rogers and Rachel Mozel from Ceduna. Thepursuant to section 471 of the act is tested for the presence of
SES contingent is: Rashelle Krikke and Bronwyn Knott fromdrugs and/or alcohol in respect of that?
Northern Districts; and from the Eastern Suburbs unit, Mal 3. Whose responsibility is it to conduct such testing, and
Cartland, Nick Jensen, Paul Rowe, Kim Marshall, Danicavhat are the protocols for the testing to be undertaken?
Mazzeo, David Ryan, Corey Peters and Juntee Zwar-Potts. TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO (Minister for Road

Also deserving a special mention is Ella Kenny, winnerSafety): Drug driving is one of a number of contributors to
of the ABC Radio essay competition about sacrifice andoad deaths in South Australia. As we all now know, in 2006,
remembrance in the modern context. Ella is the daughter &3 per cent of driver and motorcycle rider fatalities tested
the Kapinnie CFS Brigade Captain, and she has extendeubst-mortem had either THC (which is the active ingredient
family connections with the CFS. Ella will speak aboutin cannabis) and/or methamphetamines in their blood at the
modern day sacrifice within the CFS. | should also makdime of the crash. Of course, these types of drugs have the
mention that the CFS cadet leaders providing supervision agotential to increase the risk of road crashes. Laboratory
David Bryant, Sharon Menagh, lan Davey, June Young antkesting, driving simulators and on-road testing have shown
Amanda Urbanski, and the SES cadet leaders providinthat these drugs can impair the performance of driving-related
supervision are David Baker, Elisabeth Krzeminski and Jantasks. In response to the growing body of evidence about the
Clifford. Tomorrow, Anzac Day, is an important day on our impact of drugs on road crashes, the government introduced
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random roadside drug testing in South Australia on 1 July TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: | am not sure whether or
2006. As we know, South Australia was only the third not the Hon. Nick Xenophon was listening, but | said that at
jurisdiction in Australia to implement on-road drug testing, this time | have been advised that only a small number of the
although, if my memory serves me correctly, it was thepossible serious injury blood samples have been tested. | have
second jurisdiction for random drug testing. also been advised that all drivers involved in a crash that is

On-road random drug testing is undertaken by SAPOL anifvestigated by SAPOL's major crash investigation section
involves the collection of oral fluid samples. This is thehave been tested for the presence of drugs, and | have
critical first step in deterring people from driving after having €xplained that the major crash investigation section investi-
taken drugs. SAPOL has advised me that approximatelgates most fatality crashes and only complex serious injury
8 300 drivers have been tested for drugs as a result of on-ro&gashes. Given the allegations that have been made, | have
random drug testing, and over 200 of those tests have conféready stated that a meeting will be held (later this week, |
back positive and have been sent on to the Forensic ScienBink) between all the agencies involved. After that | will
Centre for confirmation of those results. This testing has beei¢ceive further advice, including whether any blood samples
budgeted to cost just over $170 000 this financial year. Théhat can be tested are still available for testing. However, my
drug driving program was established in a way which alsdreliminary advice at this time is that they can be, because
allowed for blood taken from all drivers involved in serious they have been funded.
injury and fatal crashes to be tested for prescribed drugs.

Those drivers who have taken drugs and driven a motor 1heHon. NICK XENOPHON: I have a further supple-

vehicle and have been involved in a serious injury or fatanéntary question. Can the minister bring back to the council
crash should feel the full force of the law. how many blood samples, pursuant to section 471, have been

Funding was provided to Forensic Science South Australi%raken since 1 July 2006 and how many of those have been

. S - ested for drugs?
for the blood of all seriously injured drivers to be analysed, . .
and this equated at the time to approximately 915 tests perdThel'_io.Tl'é:AR'.\:lEL f,[OLtho Wh(_aln | receive that
year. | have been advised that only a small number of thgdvice fwill bring it back to the council.
total possible serious injury blood samples have been tested
to date. However, my advice is that all drivers involved in a QUESTIONSON NOTICE
crash that is investigated by SAPOL's Major Crash Investiga- TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: | seek leave to make a brief
tion Section have been tested for the presence of drugs. TRgnjanation before asking the Leader of the Government a
Major Crash Investigation Section investigates most fatal, \astion about questions on notice
crashes and only complex serious injury crashes. Leave granted '

Advice has been sought from SAPOL regarding the TpeHon. R.I. LUCAS: | am advised that almost 700
process that is in place with the Department of Health and th&uestions on notice asked by members of the Legislative
Attorney-General's Department to ensure that they argouncil remained unanswered at the time of prorogation of
gathering evidence about drug use in serious injury or fatahe parliament; some have been unanswered for a period of
crashes. A meeting has been arranged this week between tqu to five years. The government's position on previous
Department for Transport, Energy and Infrastructureqgccasions has been that members must resubmit their
SAPOL, Health and the Attorney-General's Department tqyuestions on notice and go through a process that is quite
identify and implement any necessary changes to ensure thahorious for table and other staff of the Legislative Council.
the blood samples of all drivers involved in a serious injury| am advised that the Legislative Council no longer produces
or fatal crash are tested. | should make the point that during pard copy of all the unanswered questions (I suspect, in
atrial is clt_aal_rly the best time to ma}ke sure that any change&art' because of the sheer quantity of those questions);
are made if, indeed, they are required. nevertheless, they remain on the parliamentary intranet. | am

| am expecting advice by early next week, includingalso advised that evidently some ministerial officers have
whether the blood samples are still available for testingindicated that they are treating them as valid questions on
Preliminary advice (and | stress that it is preliminary) is thatnotice and are still preparing replies to some of those
they are available. SAPOL's top priority must be thequestions.
identification of those drivers who have been seriously My question to the Leader of the Government is: what is
injured and fatalities. The government has funded drughe government's formal position in relation to those
testing of blood samples from these drivers and fatalities anduestions on notice? Will he refuse to have those questions
will ensure that this happens. answered by his office, and do ministers thereby require

As | have noted, this government has acted quickly bynembers to resubmit those questions and again have them
introducing drug driving legislation and enforcementformally placed on notice?
programs ahead of many other states—and it is good to see The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Police): First,
the now backbencher, Mr Lucas, finally smiling and agreeindet me say that placing questions oNatice Papelis far less
with me. We recognised this at the time and drafted into théaborious than the task of the officers of the Public Service,
legislation a review of the drug driving program within three who have to spend hours providing answers for them.
months of the end of its first year of operation. This review An honourable member interjecting:
will assess the effectiveness of the initiative and the need for TheHon. P. HOLL OWAY: Well, under this government
any legislative changes and will be tabled in parliament. additional staff members have been provided to members of

parliament and there is an unprecedented number of questions

TheHon. NICK XENOPHON: | have a supplementary being asked. At the last election the member who asked this
guestion. Can the minister confirm whether all blood sampleguestion, the then shadow treasurer, promised to cut the
taken pursuant to section 471 of the Road Traffic Act will benumber of public servants by 4 000; at the same time the
the subject of testing for drugs and alcohol? implication of the question is that this government should
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employ hundreds of extra public servants to provide answers PENOLA PULP MILL

to the questions on notice. | do not accept that there are as

many unanswered gquestions as the honourable member TheHon. M. PARNELL: | seek leave to make a very
suggests, because some of them actually have been answebei@f explanation before asking the Minister for Urban
or did not require any further answer. However, given that thé®evelopment and Planning a question about the Penola pulp
questions on notice have already been drafted in printed fornmill.

if members wish to put them back on tNetice Papeiit is Leave granted.

very easy to do so. In many cases some of the answers will The Hon. M. PARNELL: Eleven months on from the
glready be under preparation. As was obwous.earllertod%dging of the original planning application, controversy
in relation to questions on notice, we have provided answelgsniinues to surround the building of a pulp mill at Penola.
to some of those asked and, where we can reasonably do $8yiginally, as members will recall, two mills were proposed
we will continue that practice. by the proponent—one at Penola, and the other across the
. border at Heywood in Victoria. As predicted by many, the
TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: I have a supplementary question. hrononents have indicated their preferred approach is to build
For th.e bgneﬂt of members, can thg minister clarify exact%my one mill, a supersized mill at Penola. Yet, despite the
what is his answer? Does he require members to re_SUb”gPoject’s size and potential impact on the local community,
tho_se quest_lo_ns fpr the_m to be considered as questions Nproper and transparent community assessment of the
notice by ministerial officers? project’s merits through an environmental impact statement
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: As | said, | think it is good  has never been undertaken. In fact, the Minister for Forests
practice that, if members wish to have those questiongas already indicated that the government will bypass normal
answered, they put them back on tietice Paperbecause planning laws and introduce special legislation into parlia-
I do not accept that it is a particularly laborious exercise tanent to fast-track the revised mill's approval.
do so. As | said, itis far more laborious— Meanwhile, in responding to the news that the Heywood
TheHon. J.M.A. Lensink: Inconvenient. mill would no longer proceed, the Victorian Treasurer, John
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: It is not particularly Brumby, has publicly questioned the honesty and financial
inconvenient; what is inconvenient is the fact that we neediability of the project’s proponents, Protavia, stating on
dozens of public servants answering all sorts of questions ABC Radio:

The Hon. J.M.A. Lensink interjecting: To be honest, | am not sure what you'd really believe with this
The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: Well, we know how much company.
they do. There are still plenty of questions which go back tQ4e is also reported by Jeremy Robertime Australiaras
the eight years when the former leader of the opposition wagtating:
in government and which we did not get answered. Far more
questions have been asked than during the term of th,ge
previous government. For a start, this government allows ) o
more questions. We sit more often. During the five years oMy questions to the minister are:
this government we have sat far more often. There have been 1. Is he concerned that the Victorian Labor Treasurer has
many more hours of question time than in the five years opublicly expressed doubts about the honesty and financial
the previous government. So, over that time, dozens andability of the Penola pulp mill's proponents?
perhaps hundreds more questions would have been asked, and2. Now that there is no longer a rush to make Penola the
answered, by this government than in the same period duringreferred site and the proposal has been so significantly
the previous government. Notwithstanding that we have morehanged to the point where the project is now estimated to
time, this government has not abused the practice of askingpst in the vicinity of $1.2 billion to $1.5 billion, will he now
longwinded Dorothy Dix questions, which was the hallmarkinsist that a formal environmental impact study be undertaken
of previous members. We have a number of new Independsefore granting approval?
ents in here. The Hon. Ann Bressington shakes her head but, The Hon. P. HOL L OWAY (Minister for Urban
of course— Devedlopment and Planning): In relation to the first question,
TheHon. A.M. Bressington: Dorothy Dixers, please! | can understand why the Victorian government is disappoint-
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: The Hon. Ann Bressington ed that such a major project is located in this state rather than
was not present in the previous parliament. If she was shie its state. Its disappointment is perhaps understandable.
would have seen Legh Davis ask longwinded questions that |n relation to the second question, | make two points. First,
took five to 10 minutes to ask and then the former treasurehis development is being handled by my colleague the
would have taken 10 or 15 minutes to answer them. S®inister for Forests; there is no application before me as
sometimes we had as few as half a dozen questions askpfinister for Urban Development and Planning. As has been
during question time. In the five years of this governmenindicated, if legislation is put before parliament, then the
there have been far more answers given to questions amgnourable member, along with everyone else here, will have
supplementary questions by opposition members anfis say, and | would have thought that would provide the
Independent members than in any previous parliamenhighest level of scrutiny for any project to be debated before
Hundreds more answers have been provided than in th@is parliament. This matter is in the hands of my colleague
equivalent five year government. the Minister for Forests and, if he can provide any more
As far as the policy is concerned, we will endeavour toinformation in relation to it, | will take that part of the
answer those questions that have been reasonably asked, uestion on notice, but, certainly at this stage, there is no
I think it is good practice (and, certainly, | did it when | was proposal before me. | think the announcement has been made
in opposition if | wished to get an answer), after prorogationthat the government will examine legislation and, of course,
to put them back on thiotice Paper then everyone here will get their say.

I wouldn't be confident about any investment occurring at
nola.
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POLICE, REGIONAL STAFFING Leave granted.
TheHon. A.M. BRESSINGTON: My questions are:

TheHon. T.J. STEPHENS: | seek leave to make a brief 1. Given that there are so many notifications of child
explanation before asking the Minister for Police a questiorabuse and neglect, and children are removed from their
about regional police staffing. parents based on these allegations, will the minister provide

Leave granted. figures on how many allegations made between 2000 and

The Hon. T.J. STEPHENS: On a number of occasions 2006 have been referred to police for investigation?
I have raised the fact that there appears to be a police staffing 2. How many child sex abuse cases were referred to the
crisis in regional South Australia. The Provincial Citiessex crimes investigation unit, especially allegations made
Association has recently launched an inquiry to determine thagainst parents, between 2000 and 20067
extent of the police staffing crisis in South Australia’s 3. How many alleged cases of abuse and neglect have
regional cities. The CEO of the Port Augusta council,been brought before the courts between 2000 and 2006?
Mr John Stevens, has said publicly that he hopes the study 4. How many of those cases brought before the courts in
will give some much-needed answers. | wholeheartedly agrebat period have resulted in convictions against parents for
with his comments made on radio, where he said: child sex abuse?

| believe that the resources that are available to SAPOL, TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO (Minister for Emergency
particularly for Port Augusta, the numbers are extremely low andServices): | will refer those questions to the Minister for

as much as the government might talk about the fact that they haveamilies and Communities in the other place and bring back
increased the number of resources, that hasn’t happened here, in '5.'¥esponse

view.

My question is: will the minister assure the council that the GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS
Commissioner and his officers will give this inquiry full

cooperation? TheHon. R.D. LAWSON: | seek leave to make a brief

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Police): The explanation before asking the Leader of the Government a
Police Commissioner is responsible for the allocation ofjuestion about government contracts.
resources, and he is responsible to me and | am responsible Leave granted.
to this parliament in relation to resources. Neither of us is TheHon. R.D. LAWSON: Members with long memories
responsible to local government. In relation to the numbersyill recall the promise made by the leader of the Australian
the honourable member has asked this question on numerolugbor Party in the lead-up to the 2002 election: namely, that
occasions and | have already informed him how this governdander Labor there would be no privatisations. Indeed, even
ment is endeavouring to increase numbers. those who might have been minded to forget Mr Rann’s
Again, | make the point that the more that membergromise could not do so because he issued a pledge card in
opposite, the mayor and their friends outside talk about howvhich he solemnly repeated his promise that there would be
difficult it is and how hard it is to get police to those loca- no privatisations. | noticed iihe Advertiseof 11 April this
tions, it is going to get even harder to attract police to thosgear that the government is advertising a printing services
locations. Port Augusta is a place where it is difficult to contract in which it seeks to outsource the following types of
attract police officers, but we do not force police officers towork: creative graphic design, desktop publishing, arts and
go to particular appointments—they apply for postings.  image library, acquisition and management, online proofing
Itis becoming a self-fulfilling prophecy. There are one orand version control; also, offset printing of various kinds and
two locations in this state where from time to time there aredigital printing, including printing, binding and finishing; and
vacancies. Police officers move around. They are not tied to#/arehousing and distribution. The government also seeks
a particular place. They apply for promotion—and they arecontracts for the management of the above categories and
entitled to do that—and they move around the state. Frorfiervices. Successful applicants are to be appointed for two
time to time there are vacancies, even in areas that adears. My questions are:
relatively easy to fill. It was the case in Barmera recently that 1. How does the minister reconcile his leader’s solemn
several officers left at the same time. That does not mean thand oft-repeated promise that the government would not
there is a crisis in policing at Barmera. allow services to be outsourced when significant printing
It might make a good headline or a good question here, biftervices previously conducted by government are obviously
the fact is that those positions are advertised. At any one timigeing outsourced?
there will be a number of police vacancies around the state. 2. Is this another case of the government promising one
If one looked at the vacancies in city areas one would findhing but abandoning it in the face of expediency?
exactly the same thing. At any given time there are vacancies TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Police): It is
in city areas, just as there are in country areas. In most casé€ry good timing by the honourable member to ask this
these vacancies are filled. If they are not, then SAPOL has tHéuestion within a day or so of the government announcing it
capacity to backfill those positions with temporary officersis taking back Modbury Hospital into public ownership. |
in order to ensure there is adequate policing. It does not hejyould think that act more than anything else underlines the
anyone, particularly in relation to hard-to-fill stations such agovernment's position in relation to the privatisation of major
Port Augusta, for members opposite to play up the difficultiessets. For many years all governments have outsourced

of getting police officers there. It is self-defeating. work. One could go back to the beginning of this state. It is
one thing to privatise a hospital or electricity utilities; it is
CHILD ABUSE another thing to outsource particular small services. No-one

has ever pretended that all work will be done in-house of
TheHon. A.M. BRESSINGTON: | seek leave to make government. In the 150 years since this state first had a

a brief explanation before asking questions of the ministeparliament that sort of service work or work of particular
representing the Minister for Families and Communities. expertise or contract work has been outsourced. It is different
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from privatising hospitals and electricity utilities. The REPLIESTO QUESTIONS
government has more than honoured its promise, particularly
with the taking back of Modbury Hospital. FIELD RIVER VALLEY
In reply toHon. S.G. WADE (8 February).
TRAINING CENTRES, MAGILL AND CAVAN TheHon. G.E. GAGO: | have been advised that the audit of SA

Water’s infrastructure and operations conducted by the Environment
TheHon. D.G.E. HOOD: | seek leave to make a brief Protection Authority (EPA) considered only the pump stations and

. : . . pumping mains in the Hallett Cove/Field River area as these were
explanation before asking the Minister for Correctionaliesponsible for the previous large sewage spills. The audit findings

Services a question about serious allegations of abuse gowed none of the reported large sewage spill prior to the December

Magill and Cavan training centres. 2006 incident were as a result of tree root blockages in sewer pipes,
L ted but, as | previously indicated, they were attributed to a number of
eave granted. pump stations having no back up power or insufficient storage

TheHon. D.G.E. HOOD: Today's Advertiser has a capacity. ] ] ]
disturbing article on page 21, which contains serious claiman-'—he EPA recently prepared in consultation with SA Water,

of alleqations of abuse at the Magill and Cavan trainin ited Water, and the Local GovernmentAssociation,adraft Code
g g %f Practice for Wastewater Overflow management. This code

centres. The allegations include: the supply of heroin an@rovides guidance and in some cases instruction to assist wastewater
marijuana to some children being detained at the centresystem operators to prevent the occurrence of overflows whenever

breaking a child's arm, for example; choking one of thePossible, and to minimise the frequency and volume of such
erflows. Wastewater system operators will be obliged to comply

detainees; IMProper supervision on _the whole; and a Sta@i/th this code, once it is implemented. SA Water has established and

member punching one of the children in the mouth. No doubbegun implementing its ‘Preliminary Wastewater Overflow

the minister is concerned about these allegations. Mybatement Plan (Wastewater Networks)' in response to the draft

questions are: code. Part of SA Water's Abatement Plan includes an ongoing

. . L Closed Circuit TV project to inspect gravity sewer mains at high risk.

1. Has the minister conducted recent investigations or agpa is working with SA Water to ensure overflows of all types are

audit into the condition of detainees at the youth trainingeduced in number and severity.

centre, and have investigations been carried out on these

specific matters? E.COLI OUTBREAK

2. Isthe minister aware of any other substantiated claims |, reply toHon. T.J STEPHENS (7 February).

of drugs being smuggled into youth training centres and TheHon. G.E. GAGO: | refer the honourable member to the
supplied to children by the staff of those centres? Ministerial Statement made on this matter by the Minister for Health

TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO (Minister for Correc- on 8 February 2007.
tional Services): | thank the honourable member for his | reply toHon. R.I. LUCAS (7 February).
important questions in relation to allegations at both the TheHon. G.E. GAGO: | refer the honourable member to the
Magill and Cavan training centres, which are the responsibiliMinisterial Statement made on this matter by the Minister for Health
ty of my colleague the Minister for Families and Communi-©n 8 February 2007.
ties. | will refer those questions to him and bring back a

response for the honourable member. SWEDISH DRUG POLICY

In reply toHon. A.M. BRESSINGTON (6 November 2006).
TheHon. G.E. GAGO: | have been advised:
PEDESTRIAN SAFETY 1. A staff member of Drug and Alcohol Services South Australia
. L (Associate Professor Robert Ali) met with a senior official of the
TheHon. J.SL. DAWKINS: My question is directed t0 - National Drug Policy Coordinator (Christina Oguz, Deputy National

the Minister for Road Safety. Is the minister aware ofCoordinator) on 11 October 2002. Mr Bjorn Fries was invited to
increasing community concern about pedestrian safety on thedtend this meeting but was unable to attend. As a result of this
corner of Smart and Reservoir Roads at Modbury? Is she akﬂ?eetlng, Associate Professor Ali was requested by Christina Oguz

. . the Office of the National Drug Policy Coordinator to provide
aware of continuing calls for the roundabout on this very bu§ pecific information on programs operating in South Australia,

intersection to be upgraded? What action will she take ifincluding our methadone and buprenorphine programs. The
relation to this significant pedestrian safety issue, noting thaformation provided to the House on 6 November 2006 was correct.
close proximity of the site to both the Modbury Hospital and_ 2. As Mr Keith Evans has not been in contact with Mr Bjorn

: Fries, there is no documentation to table.
2 ,
the Tea Tree Plaza shopping centre? 3. | have confidence in the existing system for receiving

TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO (Minister for Road information and advice from my advisers.
Safety): | thank the honourable member for his important
question in relation to pedestrian safety. At this stage | am not WATERPROOFING ADELAIDE
certain whether my office has received representation in
relation to the particular roundabout or intersection the 'Tnhfﬁlgrff’glrE%ﬂg’gﬁ"g&gSbeogrtlogf\;égg?)'
honourable member refers to, so | will seek advice fromthe 1 1o provide a full detailed response on every project initiated
department (DTEI) and bring back a response for they this government since 2002 that fits within the umbrella of the
honourable member. We have a cycling and pedestrian safefyater Proofing Adelaide strategy would be extremely time

task force that sits underneath our Road Safety Advisor§°”é;’gj{‘rgéﬁ?i"fytﬁggaitmuE{;ﬁgig:é'u?gens‘el\}l’;ﬂ:gg;ment Act 2004

Council and it does tremendous work in forming policy for  hich provides the framework for an integrated and transparent
pedestrian safety. There is always a concern to us as a natural resources management system.

government that all road users learn to share the road and The Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges Natural Resources

respect each other whilst on the road. In relation to those Management Board, has been established to deliver integrated

- and transparent management systems to the region.
roads and the roundabout the honourable member mentioned, On 1 July 2006 it became mandatory in selected areas of South

I will seek advice from the department and bring back a  Australiato install a rainwater tank and have it plumbed into the
response for him. house for new developments (and some extensions or alterations
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to existing homes). The new regulatory requirements are called MCcINTYRE ROAD
up under the South Australian version of the Building Code of
Australia 2006. In reply toHon. J.S.L. DAWKINS (23 November 2006).

On 1 July 2006 the Government introduced rebates to plumb new TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: | am advised:

or existing rainwater tanks into existing homes. The rebate The Department for Transport, Energy and Infrastructure (DTEI)
scheme further builds on the mandatory rainwater tank requiredas advised that a review of the speed limit on Mclntyre Road, inthe
ments for new homes. vicinity of Bayview Parade, was completed on 2 May 2006.

An Urban Stormwater Policy for South Australia has been__ The speed limit at this location was reduced on 2 May 2006 from
cpprovedand koca Goverment Sormater anagemen) 0 1 (050Ut make Lconsiten i ol el e e
mendment Bilhas been introduced into Parliament to give JUTL >
effect to the Policy. 9 easterly direction on Mcintyre Road, with an advance street name
: ign to alert drivers of the approaching junction to the left. The five
Tpeig?g:rdrgﬁ%%“g;ggé?ezgggsfma“fgu;fob%ft%sa&%e% ;Ntﬁr%etre wide kerbside lane provides sufficient width for drivers to pass
pre: ; - plar & vehicle entering the left turn taper area, which is approximately 35
region will now be developed with an expected completion datemetres in length. DTEI has advised me it does not support any
of December 2008. modifications to this junction as it is considered that the left turn

A new water allocation plan is being developed for the undermovement can be undertaken safely within the current junction
ground water resources of the Central Northern Adelaide Plaingyout.

which has involved a review of groundwater trends (water level,

salinity and use). In addition, water balances for the two main DRIVER’SLICENCE DISQUALIFICATION

aquifers have been completed and a numerical groundwater

model is being developed which will be used to define a sustain- | reply toHon. D.G.E. HOOD (28 September 2006).

able groundwater_yleld for th_e region. . TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: | advise:

The South AustraliaWater Efficiency Labelling and Standards This legal loophole was investigated by

Act 2006came into operation on 17 July 2006. The legislationan inter-agency Task Force which provided a report on the matter

is complementary to the Australian Government's Waterin 2006.

Efficiency Labelling and Standards. The labelling of water effi-  Based on this advice, the Government is currently considering

cient products assists purchasers in making better, well informeg proposal for the introduction of personal service of all disqualifi-

choices about domestic water using fittings and appliances. cation notices issued by the Registrar of Motor Vehicles. At this

Funding has been received from the National Water Commissioatage, | expect the Government will introduce a Bill to Parliament

and supplemented by funds from the South Australianthis year related to this matter. In the interim, the Registrar has

Government for urban and treated sewage reuse projectsranged for a process server to personally serve notices on recidivist

including: drivers in the metropolitan area.

- Water Proofing the North (Salisbury, Tea Tree Gully and _ The Registrar of Motor Vehicles issued 8 800 notices of
Playford Councils). This project is expected to replace 12.1Disqualification for Demerit Points offences and 6 533 Notices of
gigalitres of drinking water used for urban irrigation and Disqualification for breaches of Provisional licence conditions
industrial purposes with treated stormwater drawn from theduring the 2005-06 financial year. There is no specific data which
aquifer each year, reducing the region’s demand on drinkingndicates the number of drivers detected driving under disqualifi-
water supplies by six per cent. Stressed groundwater areagation who claimed non-receipt of the notice as a defence to the
such as those in the Penrice, Virginia and Waterloo, will becharge during the 2005-06 financial year.
returned to more sustainable levels through the return of five
gigalitres a year to local aquifers. In addition, reuse of DRUG DRIVING
stormwater will reduce the ocean outfall at the Barker Inlet
by 20 gigalitres a year, reducing the amount of pollutants  In reply toHon. NICK XENOPHON (15 November 2006).
entering our fragile ocean ecosystems by 40 tonnes per year; TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: | am advised:

Metropolitan Adelaide Recycling Project (Grange, Glenelg A sentencing condition relating to drugs will be enforced by
and Royal Adelaide golf courses). The project will demon- Officers of the Department for Correctional Services. Tests will be
strate the value of water re-use and stormwater recyclingarried out by taking and analysing urine samples. It is not normal
through the construction of wetlands. The wetlands will actPractice for the victim's family to be advised of the results of
as filters for urban and polluted stormwater that wouldindividual tests.
otherwise run into the Gulf St Vincent. Stormwater will be My Department does not have records of the number of sen-
diverted to wetlands that will be deve'oped at the Grange‘ten(ﬂng orders that have requ"ed. offenders to abstain from drug use
Royal Adelaide and Glenelg golf clubs. This pre-treated!n the last three years, nor does it record separately whether or not
water from the wetlands will then be pumped, through bores@ drug test has been carried out on suspicion, randomly, or as part
back into the underground water supplies beneath Adelaidef the sentencing order, or the consequence of previous positive drug
for use as needed. The reuse project will save 1000 mega"tréﬁsts. | have been adVIsed, hOWeVer, that over the paSt three yeal’s,
of water a year by using stormwater to replace water drawrinere have been 6958 prisoners and community correctional
from underground water Supplies beneath the C|ty Th@ﬂenders tested for drUgS. Of thes'e, 1913 have tested pOSItlve.
Grange Golf Club wetland reuse project was launched on = Departmental officers are required to follow strict procedures
Friday 2 February 2007. when they drug test offenders, to maintain the chain of evidence.
In regards to the initiation of the effluent reuse schemes af‘ny_diversion from that process could cause the test to be invalid.
Virginia and McLaren Vale and the aquifer storage and recove Offenders may be tested because they have a condition on their

project at Salisbury, it is noted that they are not initiatives of thecourt Order or if the officer suspects, by their behaviour, that the
Federal Liberal Government offender is using illicit drugs. The tests are generally undertaken,

2. The Government has committed to develop a bitater unannounced, in one of the Department’s offices. Home tests are

Proofing South Australisstrategy for regional and rural South avoided because of personal risk to staff.

Australia along the lines of the recently released Water Proofing Thi\f':)qlrl)%vgzltr;%](ijrztég's can be detected:

Adelaide strategy. Benzodiazapines;
As the portfolio statement indicates that the work of finalising the Cannabinoids:

scope of the Water Proofing South Australia initiative and preparing Methadone:

an implementation program is currently being undertaken during the Opiates; and

2006-07 financial year. N ) Tricyclic Antidepressants.

3. The program to rehabilitate the Lower Murray Reclaimed | have also been advised that there have been 2 737 Home
Irrigation Area has several objectives, including improving irrigation petention orders made in the last three financial years. In the
efficiency, improving water quality in the River Murray and majority of cases offenders commence their orders on electronic
providing a sustainable irrigation industry. monitoring. If the Department is granted discretion, the equipment

At this stage it is expected that work required to complete the onmay be removed provided the offender has shown a substantial
ground rehabilitation will be finished in the 2008-09 financial year.compliance with their conditions. At any given time across the state,
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approximately 60 per cent of offenders on a Home Detention orderSEL. ECT COMMITTEE ON PRICING, REFINING,
are electronically monitored. STORAGE AND SUPPLY OF FUEL IN SOUTH

BHP BILLITON DESALINATION PLANT AUSTRALIA
In reply toHon. M. PARNELL (20 September 2006). TheHon. I.K. HUNTER: I move:
The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: The Minister for Industry and That the committee have power to sit during the present session
Trade has provided the following information: and that the time for bringing up the report be extended to

1. At this stage, BHP Billiton's water demand is currently Wednesday 21 November 2007.
estimated to be 120ML/day. The Government's forecast water Motion carried
demand, to supply the Upper Spencer Gulf and Eyre Peninsula, is :
estimated at 60ML/day. Consequently, BHP Billiton’s water demand
represents approximately two thirds of the water output of the SELECT COMMITTEE ON ALLEGEDLY

proposed desalination plant. As the project is still in the pre-feasi- UNLAWEUL PRACTICESRAISED IN THE
bility stage, these figures are estimates only and should be viewed ,
as indicative. They will ultimately be subject to due diligence and AUDITOR-GENERAL’S REPORT, 2003-04

may change as a result. ) )
2. The proposed desalination plant is critical to South Australia's 1 he Hon. LK. HUNTER: | move:

future at a time when Australia is gripped by drought and inflows  That the committee have power to sit during the present session

and total storage in the Murray-Darling Basin are the lowest in theynq that the time for bringing up the report be extended to
116 years since records began. The Government is committed {ednesday 21 November 2007.

making significant investments in securing the State’s long-term ] )
water supply. South Australia’s dependency on the River Murray ~Motion carried.
means that new sources of water supply are critical to its future. The
State’s involvement in the proposed desalination plant will clearly
have a lasting and transformative impact on water management in SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE

South Australia. It will enable us to: ATKINSON/ASHBOURNE/CLARKE AFFAIR

return water to the River Murray for environmental flows;
meet the water needs of the Upper Spencer Gulf and the Eyre TheHon. LK. HUNTER: I move:

Peninsula; ) That the committee have power to sit during the present session
ensure the long-term sustainable management of the Greghd that the time for bringing up the report be extended to
Artesian Basin; and Wednesday 21 November 2007.

provide opportunity for sustained economic growth.

The State Government has made a submission to the
Commonwealth Government's Australian Water Fund to jointly fund

Motion carried.

the State’s participation in the plant should it proceed. SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE SELECTION
| also reiterate that the State Government and BHP Billiton have PROCESSFOR THE PRINCIPAL AT THE
agreed that there will be no subsidies to BHP Billiton arising from ELIZABETH VALE PRIMARY SCHOOL

Government participation in the project.
This project is, however, a unique opportunity for the . .
Commonwealth and South Australian Governments to work in TheHon. I.K. HUNTER: I move:
partnership with BHPB not only to help secure the expansion of That the committee have power to sit during the present session

Olympic Dam but also to maximise the broader economic, enviand that the time for bringing up the report be extended to
ronmental and other benefits of the project. Wednesday 21 November 2007.

3. The project is still at the pre-feasibility stage but the Moti ied
Government and BHPB have committed to consider renewable Motion carried.
energy for the Desalination Plant.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON FAMILIES SA

TheHon. R.D. LAWSON: | move:

That the committee have power to sit during the present session
and that the time for bringing up the report be extended to
SESSIONAL COMMITTEES Wednesday 21 November 2007.

Motion carried.

Sessional committees were appointed as follows:

Standing Orders: The President and the Hons J.M. BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE
Gazzola, P. Holloway, R.l.Lucas and D.W. Ridgway.

Library: For this session, a committee not appointed. TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: | move:
Printing: The Hons J.M. Gazzola, I.K. Hunter, C.V.  Thatthe committee have power to sit during the present session
Schaefer, T.J. Stevens and R.P. Wortley. and that the time for bringing up the report be extended to
Wednesday 21 November 2007.
SELECT COMMITTEE ON COLLECTION OF Motion carried.
PROPERTY TAXESBY STATE AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENT, INCLUDING SEWERAGE ENVIRONMENT, RESOURCES AND
CHARGESBY SA WATER DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
TheHon. |.K. HUNTER: | move: TheHon. P. HOLL OWAY: | move:

That the committee have power to sit during the present session That, pursuant to section 21(3) of the Parliamentary Committees
and that the time for bringing up the report be extended toAct 1991, the Hon. J.M.A. Lensink be appointed to the committee
Wednesday 21 November 2007. in place of the Hon. D.W. Ridgway, resigned.

Motion carried. Motion carried.
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STATUTORY AUTHORITIESREVIEW That, pursuant to section 21(3) of the Parliamentary Committees
COMMITTEE Act 1991, the Hon. T.J. Stephens be appointed to the committee in
place of the Hon. S.G. Wade, resigned.

The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Police): | Motion carried.

move:
That, pursuant to section 21(3) of the Parliamentary Committees ADDRESSIN REPLY

Act 1991, the Hon. R.I. Lucas be appointed to the committee in place

ofthe Hon. J.M.A. Lensink, resigned. The President having laid on the table a copy of the

Motion carried. Lieutenant-Governor’s speech, the Hon. P. Holloway moved:
That a committee consisting of the Hons P. Holloway, I.K.
ABORIGINAL LANDS PARLIAMENTARY Hunter, R.I. Lucas, D.W. Ridgway and R.P. Wortley be appointed
STANDING COMMITTEE to prepare a draft address in reply to the speech delivered this day
by his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor and to report on the next
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Police); |  dayofsiting.
move: Motion carried.

That, pursuant to section 10(3) of the Aboriginal Lands Parlia-
mentary Standing Committee Act 2003, the Hon. T.J. Stephens be

appointed to the committee in place of the Hon. J.M.A. Lensink, ADJOURNMENT
resigned. o ]
Motion carried. At 6.22 p.m. the council adjourned until Tuesday 1 May
at2.15 p.m.

OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY, REHABILITATION
AND COMPENSATION COMMITTEE

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Police): |
move:



