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As it happened, the officer took a video recording of his
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL interview with the driver, including the attempted interven-

tion by the other wedding guests. The video footage shows
Thursday 26 July 2007 him acting courageously and professionally. It shows the

. driver admitting spinning the wheels and sliding the car from
ThePRESIDENT (Hon. R.K. Sneath) took the chairat - gjge to side through the intersection.The police officer

11.03 a.m. and read prayers. reported the driver for the offence of misuse of a motor
vehicle and arranged to impound the vehicle. The driver later
STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION pleaded guilty to the offence and was convicted in December

. . 2006. He has neither appealed that conviction nor complained
TheHon. P.HOLLOWAY (Minister for Police): | 45 the police Complaints Authority about the way police
move. handled the incident.
That standing orders be so far suspended as to enable petitions, When people misuse vehicles like this, police have and
the tabling of papers and question time to be taken into consideratiagho1d have the full authority of the law to impound them.

at2.15 p.m. L .
' ) There was no reason to make an exception in this case. There
Motion carried. was strong evidence that an impounding offence had been
committed, including that the driver had admitted it. The
CRIMINAL LAW (CLAMPING, IMPOUNDING driver's conduct had put the safety of the public and his
AND FORFEITURE OF VEHICLES) BILL passengers at risk. There was no hardship caused by im-
) ) pounding the car because the driver had already delivered the
Adjourned debate on second reading. married couple to their wedding party and was free to rejoin
(Continued from 21 June. Page 407.) it. However, even if it had disrupted the wedding plans,
o . impounding this car was in the public interest. Given his
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Police): |  previous behaviour there was a high risk that, after celebrat-

thank members for their Support for this bill and take thlSmg the Weddmg and drowning his sorrows at the pub’ this

opportunity to respond to questions asked in debate in thigoung man would drive irresponsibly when he got back
and another place. The member for Stuart asked the Attorneh'ehind the wheel. |mp0unding his car was an effective way
General about an incident in Stlrllng North in which he Saidof Stopping that happening_

the police were mistaken in charging the driver of awedding | now turn to other questions asked in the debate. One
car with a hoon driving offence and were overzealous irmember asked whether clamping would be made redundant
impounding the car. This was also the tenor of letters byyy the new technology of automatic numberplate recognition,
relatives of the driver to the editor of the local paper. I will which can capture hoon driving on camera and automatically
outline the facts of that case, although I note that it is notind the owner of the vehicle identified on the film. I do not
strictly pertinent to debate on this bill. believe it will supersede clamping because, although
The bill does not change the hoon driving offences or thexutomatic numberplate recognition may help to detect and
law that a vehicle allegedly used to commit a hoon drivingpunish hoon driving, it is not feasible to have cameras
offence becomes liable to be impounded by police, and doesperating all day and night on every street. Also, the tech-
not change the authority parliament has given police tqology does not catch a hoon driver who was driving
impound that vehicle. After receiving a full report of the someone else’s vehicle.
incident in my capacity as Minister for Police, | am satisfied  Another question was whether the impounding and
that police acted professionally, courteously and appropriatéorfeiture regime has resulted in a discernible decrease in
ly. This was a private car and not a hired wedding car, and afases coming to court and whether, in that way, it has
the time of the offence it was being used by a wedding guesiontributed to reducing court case backlogs. The answer is
to take a newly married couple to their wedding party. Theno. The impounding and forfeiture regime applies to offences
offence occurred at an intersection and was witnessed by twar which proceedings would be brought in any event. The
separate police officers: an off-duty officer in a private car aimpounding and forfeiture laws do not affect the rate at which
the intersection itself and an officer at a random breath testingroceedings are brought for these offences; they simply allow
station 100 metres down the road along which the car waghe police to apply for an additional penalty in those proceed-
driven away from the intersection. ings and allow some people to apply to be heard on those
When the lights turned to green, the car was seen to lurchpplications.
forward at speed from a stationary position. The driver Some members asked how police would choose which
revved its engine loudly and burned the tyre rubber of itssehicle to impound under the law as amended by this bill.
back wheels, causing it to snake from side to side across tf@ne member gave the example of a son being caught driving
intersection in a cloud of dense smoke. He then drove offiis father's sedan and asked whether the police would
down the road at a rapidly increasing speed. There were momapound this vehicle, the father’s ute, or both. Under the
people in the area than usual because the football grand finalirrent law and the bill, police may impound the vehicle used
was being played at the oval beside the intersection. Thi® commit the alleged offence, whether owned by the driver
police officer from the breath testing station who withessedr anyone else, unless it was stolen or used in prescribed
the incident found the car in the car park of the local pukcircumstances. In this example, police may impound the
some 20 minutes later. He asked some wedding guestather's sedan (because it was the one allegedly used to
outside the pub who the driver was and soon afterwards theommit the offence) but not the father’s ute. The bill gives
driver came out of the pub and identified himself. Momentgolice another option: to impound or clamp instead any other
later a crowd of wedding guests spilled out of the pub andehicle owned by the alleged offender, whether it was used
began shouting abuse at the officer, who then called for badlo commit the offence or not. In this example, if the son
up. owned another vehicle police may impound or clamp that
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vehicle instead of the one he was driving when the offence Finally, and as honourable members would be aware, |

was allegedly committed. As under the current law, they mayave placed four amendments on file. These amendments

not impound the father’s ute. clarify what happens to interests in a vehicle when it is
The bill does not tell police which option to choose in aforfeited, ensure that each registered owner of an uncollected,

particular case; there is no need for this. The scheme isnpounded vehicle is notified of its impending sale, and

constructed so that it will punish the alleged offender in everyequire a court to sentence a person convicted of a prescribed

case and sometimes, if the vehicle he was driving was lent toffence to community service—if this is reasonably practi-

him by someone else, that person. The government has madable in the circumstances—whenever it declines to make an

it clear in enacting the hoon driving laws that people whoorder to impound or forfeit. | will explain the amendments in

lend their vehicles to irresponsible drivers should expectore detail in committee. | also foreshadow that the

those vehicles to be clamped or impounded if they are usegbvernment will oppose the first and third amendments

to commit hoon driving offences. proposed by the Hon. Stephen Wade and will not oppose the
Some members have asked what remedies are availaldecond, for reasons that | will explain in committee. |

to a person whose vehicle is wrongly impounded or clampedecommend the bill to the council.

In answering that question | point out that the bill does not  Bill read a second time.

change the prerequisites forimpounding or clamping: thata In committee.

person is to be, or has been, reported for an impounding Clauses 1 and 2 passed.

offence (now called a prescribed offence) and has been Clause 3.

advised of that fact or has been charged with or arrested for The Hon. S.G. WADE: | move:

that offence_. There are several ways in which a vehicle might Page 3, lines 20 and 21—

be wrongly impounded or clamped. It may be because, before pejete the definition of prescribed offence and substitute:

impounding or clamping the vehicle, police neither advised prescribed offence means—

that person that he or she was to be reported for the offence (a) an offence against section 19A or 19AC of the Criminal Law

nor was any report, charge or arrest made; it may be that the __Consolidation Act 1935; or

offence for which the person was reported or charged was not ) %loggggifg%fﬂéefégﬂﬁ& 45A, 46, 47, 478 or 47BA of

a prescribed offence; it may be that the vehicle that was () an offence against section 54 of the Summary Offences Act

impounded or clamped was not the one used to commit the 1953; or

offence and did not belong to the alleged offender; or it may (d) an offence against section 9 of the Graffiti Control Act 2001;

be that the vehicle that was impounded or clamped was stolen = ©f & inst section 85 of the Criminal Law C id

or was being used in circumstances prescribed under the act. Q) kit el iaiiuing thrlemrhgikir?g\;lvof gPan?itli;a

The act provides that, once police become aware of the or

mistake, the vehicle is no longer liable to be impounded or (f) an offence against section 9, 74(2), 91(5) or 102 of the Motor

clamped and must be released. The bill does not change this, ~ Vehicles Act 1959 (other than a first offence against any of

nor does it change the law that police are not liable to those sections); . . .

compensate a person whose vehicle is mistakenly impounded (9) 2 other offence of a kind prescribed by regulation for the

) . . . urposes of this definition.
during the exercise, or purported exercise, of their powers P .p . . .
under this act if they are acting in good faith, unless tha" SP€aking to this amendment, which was foreshadowed in

vehicle has been damaged by the improper exercise of thod® House of Assembly by the opposition and also in my
powers. There is no other avenue of compensation, ngiecond reading contribution, the opposition is really trying
dp make a point about Ieglslatlve practice. We believe that a
it right, aside from the expectation of professionalism. Policd?€nalty regime such as this should not be introduced, shall we
bear the costs of impounding or clamping if no charge is laigS@: floating in mid air. In fact, if this bill received royal
if relevant charges are later withdrawn, or if the defendant\i\ﬁssent itwould actually be totally useless, because it does not
acquitted of the charges. It will cost about $400 to seize, tow}aV€ any prescribed offences in the legislation.
store and process an impounded vehicle for seven days. I wou_ld stress this to the parllamgnt because there was a
Another question was whether the bill provides for theCOnception that the offences mentioned by the Attorney-
recovery of personal possessions left in a clamped dgeneral in the other place are already there, and we are
impounded vehicle that is later sold by a credit provider. Thé@lking about adding additional offences. That is not my
bill makes no provision for this. There is nothing to stop theunderstanding. The definition of prescribed offence under
owner of a vehicle that is to be impounded from removing a§'ause 3(1) is:
many personal articles as possible from the vehicle before Prescribed offence means an offence of a kind prescribed by
this happens. Police will take an inventory of any possessiorf§gulation for the purposes of this definition.
leftin the vehicle and they can be collected at any time—untiBo, the act will not have any effect until offences are
at least police custody. It is not the business of this legislatiofdentified by regulation. The opposition, as we have said in
to govern the way a credit provider repossesses a clampeditre other place and in here, is supporting this bill. This
impounded vehicle; it simply allows a credit provider to amendment is designed to support the government in its
repossess that vehicle when legally entitled to do so. intention that the range of antisocial offences identified by the
| appreciate the interest shown in this legislation byAttorney-General are, in fact, subject to this penalty regime.
honourable members and their concern to get it right. AnyDur amendment is our best effort to identify the offences to
scheme allowing penalties to be imposed before a personvghich the Attorney-General was referring. What we are
convicted of an offence, or allowing the state to confiscate osaying in this amendment is that the government wants to
otherwise deal with a person’s goods in a way that may affegnake these offences subject to this penalty regime—great; let
the interests of third parties, needs close scrutiny to ensurelis put it in the act. We know that. We want to do that.
operates as fairly as possible, and | can assure the council that What we also provide under paragraph (g) to which | just
great care has been taken to achieve this in this legislationmeferred, in other words, maintaining the power to add other
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offences by regulation, is to indicate that it may well betions 2001. There is a provision of similar purpose in
appropriate for the government to identify any other antisocisection 174A of the Road Traffic Act 1961 in which a
al behaviour which is also appropriately subject to thisprescribed offence means an offence against a prescribed
regime. The dilemma was highlighted by the contribution ofprovision of this act, the prescription being by regulation.
the Hon. Dennis Hood on this bill, where he was talkingSection 98B of the Motor Vehicles Act 1959 provides that
about the practice in the United States and the Unitedonviction or expiation of an offence prescribed by regulation
Kingdom of the private sector using clamping as a means dhcurs demerit points. The offences are prescribed in
debt recovery. If | was properly interpreting the Hon. Dennisregulation 56 of the Motor Vehicle Regulations 1996. There
Hood'’s contribution, he was implying that he felt that debtis a hypothetical example of the need for prescription by
recovery was not an appropriate use of clamping legislatiorregulation in this very bill. One of the offences the govern-
and | personally agree with the honourable member if that isnent intends to prescribe by regulation and the opposition
what he was trying to say. wants to prescribe in the act itself is the offence of driving
So, we would want parliament to oversee any offences thatith a prescribed drug in oral fluid or blood, section 47BA
were going to be subject to this regime. Now, of course, thef the Road Traffic Act 1961.
government might say: ‘Well, that's fine; disallow the  This offence was enacted in 2006 after the enactment of
regulation.’ But if we were faced with a regulation which the private member’s bill establishing the impounding and
listed (a) to (f) all of those antisocial behaviours that nobodyforfeiture provisions in part 14A of the Summary Procedures
disagrees with and then it had ‘debt recovery’ tacked on théct 1953. The driving conduct this offence prohibits is
end, we would be faced with the dilemma that we would havédentical to the conduct (the subject of the currentimpound-
to disallow it all. We all agree that the primary offencesing offence) of driving while having the prescribed concentra-
should be identified, so why not put that in the act? It istion of alcohol in the blood. The difference in the substance
beyond dispute. Then if the government wants to adadoncentrated in the blood is not relevant to the kinds of
something else—debt recovery, or perhaps expiation fees faonduct being targeted by the impounding and forfeiture
speeding—Ilet us have that discussion, but let us not muddggime. It is possible to include this new offence now as an
the waters by asking the parliament to consider this issueffence to which this regime applies only because part 14A
again and to risk, if you like, the main purpose of theis being repealed and a new act s replacing it. Part 14A does
legislation by giving the government the capacity to addhot allow new offences to be prescribed by regulation. If this
offences in a way which does not allow full parliamentaryopportunity had not arisen, we would have had to wait a long
oversight. time for this offence to become subject to the regime, because
The opposition fully supports the bill. We do support thea simple amendment like this on its own is not worth a
offences which we understand the government was trying teeparate bill and would have had to be by a portfolio bill.
deal with in this legislation, but we say: put it in the act. If  For that time, people caught driving with drugs in their
you want to add other things later then it is appropriate to ddlood would not have been subject to the same penalties as
that by regulation and the parliament can consider disallowpeople caught driving with alcohol in their blood. This would
ance of any such offence. have been unfair. There would have been no such problem
TheHon. P. HOLL OWAY: The opposition proposes the had the government been able to prescribe this offence by
offences to which the clamping, impounding and forfeitureregulation. In other words, that is a real example about the
regime will apply be prescribed in the act, rather than lettingrirtue of the government’s approach and, for that reason, we
them be prescribed by regulation. The government stronglgtrongly oppose this amendment. As | said, we have had
opposes this amendment. The amendment to clause 3 listssmerous cases in the past, although | notice that most of
prescribed offences the same offences that the governmethibse were under the previous Liberal government, and the
has said it will prescribe by regulation. The reason forthen responsible Labor opposition did not seek to oppose for
allowing these offences to be prescribed by regulation is sthe sake of opposing.
that the government of the day, without having to amend the The CHAIRMAN: | hope members heard the minister's
whole act, can add further relevant offences (as enacted) strgument. There was a lot of rudeness in the chamber with
the list of offences for which a vehicle may be clamped,people talking and walking across the floor. That should
impounded or forfeited. There is always a safeguard oEease when people are on their feet trying to explain bills.
disallowance of the regulation should the opposition of the TheHon. S.G. WADE: The opposition appreciates the
day disagree with the prescription. points being made by the minister, and that is why para-
There is precedence in South Australian legislation fograph (g) has been added to the amendment. The point that
regulations to prescribe offences for which a person becomege are trying to make is that it seems that parliament is
liable for a penalty under an act. Let me give some examplesomfortable with paragraphs (a) to (f); in other words, the
Section 79B of the Road Traffic Act 1961 provides thatprimary offences, the offence identified by the Attorney-
owners of vehicles detected by a photographic detectiofseneral being placed in the bill. By adding paragraph (g), the
while being used to commit prescribed offences, including ampposition is agreeing with the government that it is foresee-
offence against a prescribed provision of this act, are liablable that there will be circumstances where the government
for that offence. The provisions are prescribed by regulawould want to add an offence by regulation. What we have
tion 15 of the Road Traffic (Miscellaneous) Regulationsdone by adding paragraph (g) is to restore the full effect of
Act 1999. Section 73 of the National Parks and Wildlife Actthe original definition by allowing for an offence of a kind
1972 provides that vehicle owners are jointly liable with theprescribed by regulation for the purposes of this definition to
principal offender, if they own a vehicle used to commit anbe available. In other words, all the circumstances the
offence against a provision of this act prescribed by regulaminister just outlined could be dealt with by regulation.
tion for the purposes of this definition. However, we already know that we want these primary
The provisions are prescribed by regulations 42 and 43)ffences to be dealt with, so let us put that in the act. Any
National Parks and Wildlife (National Parks) Regula-other circumstance which the minister foreshadowed in his
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comments can be dealt with by regulation and considered by TheHon. P. HOLL OWAY: What a ridiculous comment,
the parliament for disallowance, if that is considered approbringing the government under control’. For heaven'’s sake!
priate. The sorts of people whom we need to bring under control are

TheHon. P.HOLLOWAY: | make the point that it is the people doing this hoon driving. If the Hon. Sandra Kanck
incredibly bad drafting and legal practice and must lead tdistened to any voters out there,. she would gnderstand that.
problems within the system. The opposition always blamedhey are the people who are crying out for things to be done,
ministers personally when government departments an@nd they are the people who are looking at this parliament to
others—courts, police, or whatever—make errors in thélo something to help them. Hundreds of people approach me
system, yet we have cases such as this where they a#éking the government to do more to deal with this problem
responsible. We will have half of them in the act and theof hoon driving. Every time | go out and meet with people
other half, if they arise, in regulation. That is incredibly poor (Which | have been doing regularly on weekends recently),
drafting practice. All it can do is make the likelihood of errors that is a common call that comes through. Itis the thing about
greater. It is just bad practice not to have those thing¥hich people are looking to this parliament for guidance.
grouped together. If the act says it applies to specified S0, whatdo we get? We get Sandra Kanck accusing us of
prescribed acts, someone can get the regulations and thdiging out of control. It shows how totally out of touch she is.
they all are, but if you have some listed and some in regulaln any case, her arguments were factually incorrect. If one
tions, it really is bad practice. Again | make the point: welooks at pages 5 and 6 of the second reading explanation, one
have done it with so many other bills, why do we suddenlycan see that there have to be prescribed offences; that the
have to depart from that? We have the safeguards; regulatiofcumstances in which the measures contained in this bill
can be disallowed. What is in the original bill is the sensible 2Pply will have to be prescribed in the regulations—and this
time-honoured way of doing it. Why change it and increasé®arliament does have the safeguards to do it. Again, | make
the risk of mistakes being made, just for the sake, presunthe point that, with regard to numerous other pieces of
ably, of trying to have some victory in this parliament? legislation in the past (particularly those cases | mentioned

The Hon. SANDRA KANCK: | want to cite what thatwere introduced by the previous government), the then

offences are to be covered in this bill—and this is according"Uch more responsible Labor opposition was happy for those
to the Attorney-General. They include: misuse of a moto(‘in.mgS to be put in, because it would have known that if it
vehicle; excessive amplified sound-related offences; excedisagreed with them it could have disallowed them in
sive speed; driving under the influence of alcohol; drivingregulz’mon_It made sense. o L .

with more than the prescribed content of alcohol in the blood; hat purpose are we achieving by mixing it up, by putting
driving with a prescribed drug in oral fluid or blood; danger-°Me things in this bill and then others? It is absolute
ous driving causing death or injury: driving to escape policd!0NSense to suggest that there is some fiddle here; that the
pursuit; marking graffiti or damage to property, if the government is out of control. As | said, what is out of control

offences involve graffiti vandalism; a second or subsequerfi® hoon drivers. We need just to get on with this and do
offence of driving uninsured or driving an unregisteredsometh'ng about it. The Hon. Sandra Kanck has held this bill

vehicle: a second or subsequent offence of driving while &P 10ng enough. We should have debated this weeks ago. We

licence is suspended, cancelled and disqualified; and a seco w that she does not like it, and that is her right—she is

or subsequent offence of driving while never having held £ntitled to come in here and oppose the bill—but to insert
licence. technical amendments, when all they can possibly do is make

. .1t less effective and more difficult for those who have to
The problem that | believe the Hon. Stephen Wade 'Bnforce them is not, 1 would argue, a responsible way for any

attempting to address with his amendment is that there igomper of the Legislative Council to behave. This is yet one
nothing to stop the government from adding other offence

. . - ore example—
That is very clear in clause 24, ‘Regulations’. Clause 24(3 TheCHApI RMAN: Order! The Hon. Mr Wade will take
provides: his seat or leave the chamber.
The regulations may— TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: It ought to be recorded that,
(a) be of general application or vary in their application when | was explaining this bill, the Hon. Stephen Wade was
according to prescribed factors; going around lobbying and trying to get support, because he

(b) provide that a matter or thing in respect of which regula-sees it as some sort of victory for the Liberals if he can get
g?srfrergg% g?thmeag%;ﬁﬁ]?sgfoﬂgtreémwggﬁgﬁ?{d'ng tothe, change to the bill and hold it up. Does not this Legislative
o ) ) o ~ Council have a duty to ensure that the legislation that comes
We have a situation with this legislation where anythingout of this parliament is the best possible legislation? It is not
could pop up. Itis like a populist legal magic pudding.  about scoring petty political points on some technicality of
I note that the opposition has said that it supports theéhe law. This law is about stopping hoon drivers; it is about
legislation. The Democrats do not. However, given that thensuring that their vehicles are properly impounded. Let us
opposition supports the legislation (I note that it does noget on with it and do what the people of this state are crying
have any amendments in place to deal with that very wideut for, rather than trying to get some technical amendment
power in relation to making regulations), | see that thisso that someone can claim some petty victory.
amendment of the opposition is the only way of bringing TheHon. NICK XENOPHON: | wish to ask a question
what is almost a runaway bus under control. The minister hasf the mover of the amendment. Whilst | am sympathetic to
said that it is incredibly bad drafting practice but, unless somghe intent of the amendment (and perhaps the minister may
of the regulation making powers that are contained ircare to comment), and | follow the arguments of the honour-
clause 24 are to be tempered in some way, there is no choiedle member and also those of the minister, if any of the
for the Democrats other than to support this amendment. Bections referred to are altered, to what extent does that throw
is not about winning points or anything like that; it is abouta spanner in the works, to put it colloquially? In other words,
bringing this government under control. how do we remedy that? If, for instance, one of the sections
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is amended and its scope is much wider than it is now, whatither change the primary act by an act of this parliament or
does that do? That is my concern. make a regulation identifying the new offences and allowing

I understand that the honourable member has moved the current clauses to be redundant. That is my understanding
allow for regulations as a catch-all provision. That is myof the effect.
concern in a practical sense, although | commend him for TheHon. P. HOLL OWAY: If we put in this act that this
bringing it to the attention of the chamber. | ask the honoursection applies to a particular act and if that act is, at some
able member to respond to that. What happens if we chandature stage, substantially changed—it substantially changes
any of the sections that are referred to? If they are amenddte nature of it—then, clearly, if it was inappropriate that that
in any way, what does that do to this clause in the bill?  act should apply to the criminal law clamping, impounding

The Hon. S.G. WADE: | thank the honourable member and forfeiture of vehicles, one would have to come back and
for the question, because he is actually engaging in what themend this act to take that reference out if that power were,
opposition is seeking to do here, which is to consider what isay, over-extended.
good legislative practice. Itis a great shame that the Legisla- This really comes back to the point that the Hon. Sandra
tive Council has reached the point where, if the Leader of th&anck was making, that it is needed to keep the government
Government feels that every time a cross-bench MP or ander control. As | said, one could envisage a situation
member of the opposition dares to suggest an improvemenmthere, if you changed one of those acts and it had the effect
to a piece of legislation, it becomes an excuse for abuse ara broadening the scope of this particular bill (but you did not
personal attack. The minister accused me of moving aroundant that to happen), then the only way you could do it would
the chamber to lobby members. be to come back and amend the act. You could not do that

TheHon. R.P. Wortley: You were. through regulation.

TheHon. SG. WADE: | don't know how the Hon. That is not likely to happen. It is probably more likely—
Russell Wortley can make that comment, considering he waand, in fact, | believe—that the scope of this bill would be
not present in the chamber at the time. Unless he has ESRtended, that the number of clauses which it covered would
powers through his audio-visual equipment, it is quite beyondbe extended. Of course, that could be dealt with, in any case,
my wit. In fact, what | was doing was consulting with through regulation, but I think it makes more sense to have
parliamentary counsel on the very issue that the Hon. Nickhe powers in these acts prescribed under regulation where
Xenophon just asked me a question about. He indicated ithey can be adjusted without having to bring the whole bill
conversation that he had a concern, and | took the opportunityack. As | said, we have a safeguard (as with all subordinate
to consult with parliamentary counsel. | gave the answer téegislation), in that parliament can, if necessary, disallow
Mr Xenophon and he has done me the courtesy of asking theose regulations.
question so that it can be on the record. TheHon. A.M. BRESSINGTON: When the minister

TheHon. R.P. Wortley: That's outrageous. talks about whether any of these acts should be amended

TheHon. SG. WADE: If it outrages the Hon. Russell because of this particular amendment, does that mean that we
Wortley that we should consult with parliamentary counselwould have to go back and change the clamping, impounding

about— and forfeiture bill? | am seeking clarity because it is my
TheHon. P. Holloway: Parliamentary counsel is over understanding that, when we make amendments to any bill,

here, not over there. it is a natural course of action that all other acts which apply
TheHon. S.G. WADE: Sorry, | went from parliamentary to that particular bill being amended are automatically

counsel— updated and amended in line with the amendments being put

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Members have the right to forward. How is the argument the minister is putting forward
stand in their place and explain anything to membersny different from what happens normally?
opposite, but not to walk around the chamber while doing so. TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: | will try as best | can to
Itis rude and discourteous to do so while other people are oexplain it. This particular bill applies to the clamping,
their feet making a speech. impounding and forfeiture of motor vehicles. It talks about
TheHon. SG. WADE: Thank you for those comments, ‘prescribed offences,’ and the government has indicated that
Mr Chairman. | have seen it as regular practice in thighose prescribed offences are those against particular sections
chamber. | apologise if the committee is unduly delayed if lof the Road Traffic Act, the Criminal Law Consolidation Act,
need to wait until people stop speaking before | consult withthe Graffiti Control Act, and so on. What the government
parliamentary counsel and other members before | caproposes to do is, simultaneously with this bill being
respond to their questions. If that is going to be the practiceroclaimed, to also introduce a regulation which will set in
of the council, | will observe that and raise points of orderthe act those particular clauses (which we have indicated) to
where appropriate. which this offence would apply. If, subsequently, the
The CHAIRMAN: | remind the honourable member that government either wanted to extend or change in some way
parliamentary counsel are not part of this debate and shouttie application of this act, then it could do that through
not be referred to. regulation by either adding to sections or taking sections out,
TheHon. SG. WADE: | come back to the point, being as the case may be, under regulation. However, the Hon.
the question that the honourable member raised in terms &tephen Wade proposes that the prescribed offences be
the impact of any changes, as | understand it, of the offencesctually prescribed in the act itself. His original version of the
identified in amendment No. 1. My understanding is that—amendment stipulated particular acts and did not allow for
and | hope it is appropriate to indicate that this is supportedther acts to be added but he is now, as | understand it,
by parliamentary counsel—the effects of a change to thallowing that to happen.
original act, such that the clauses identified were no longer The provisions in respect of penalties or the way offences
relevant, is that those subclauses of amendment No. 1 woulite named in other acts, such as the Road Traffic Act, could
be without effect. The opportunity then for the governmentpe changed—and this regularly happens in legislation. We
if it was to make changes to the acts referred to, would be toften make offences more modern by giving them modern
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names, and new offences are always being created. Foggulation at the same time as the bill is proclaimed for these
example, serious criminal trespass is now what we talk abouheasures to apply. Of course, if we had any other matters that
in respect of home invasions, and the like. We did not haveve thought should apply, we would announce them. Situa-
that sort of offence 20 or 30 years ago—I think | am right intions can change fairly quickly. The fact that we have so
saying that. One can name a whole lot of other old offencemuch legislation, especially law and order legislation, coming
that have dropped by the wayside and new offences hawarough this parliament is an indication that criminal behav-
come in. We are looking at that in relation to bikies. We hadour is constantly changing in response to police efforts to
the old consorting laws, which were introduced in a differentcrack down on it, in response to social changes and in
era. We now need a modern version of those—although thegsponse to technology.
will be quite different in impact—to deal with criminal gangs. | am trying to think of an example of something that we
So, we change all of these laws from time to time. do not envisage would go into the act now but may happen

In relation to the clamping, impounding and forfeiture of into the future. It is hard to do but, by way of analogy, laws
motor vehicles, one may wish to change the particulain relation to using mobile phones obviously would not have
provisions as these laws are changed to which the clampingeen envisaged when the road traffic legislation was intro-
impounding or forfeiture of vehicles applies. If one has theduced even 10 or 15 years ago but, clearly, now there is an
capacity to do that as other acts change, one can simply dssue, and those sorts of changes need to be brought in. That
that through regulation. We also have the benefit of amight not be grounds for the clamping, impounding or
regulation that is specifically applied. For example, if a policeforfeiture of a vehicle, but | think by analogy it shows that,
officer is looking at the law and wishes to know which where behaviour can change, we may need to add new
prescribed offences set in the regulations this act applies toffences into the future. If that were to be done, regardless of
the police officer would get the regulations in which theywhether the Hon. Mr Wade’s amendment or the govern-
would all be set out. If we have some in the act and some iment's amendment is carried, it would be done through
the regulations, the police officer obviously has to look atregulation, and the consultation processes would be what
both, because some might initially be set in this bill, andapplies now through the regulations.
others may be subsequently set in the regulations. As | So, in terms of the future, nothing will change, whether
indicated earlier, that is where you are more likely to havehis amendment is carried or whether the bill is left in its
mistakes made which can subsequently allow a smart lawyestiginal form. The only point | make is that, of course, it
to challenge them. Perhaps not so much in this case but, thould separate—in terms of where you find out in the act—
more complicated you make it and the more sources you hahe original measures that have been set out by the govern-
to go back to to get the basic information, the more likelyment in the second reading from any future offences that may
things are to go wrong. be added. As | said, if there were any examples of behaviour

To get back to the nub of the question, if one of these actthat we thought should apply under current law, obviously we
were to be amended, you could certainly put new sections invould have included them.
| gather that, under the amendment that the Hon. Stephen TheHon. D.G.E. HOOD: It seems to be happening a
Wade has now put, he has amended his own amendmeugjeat deal lately: both sides seem to have some very good
That would probably allow new offences to be added but, itarguments, which does not always make it easy for the
one wanted to take them out because there was a moggossbenchers. | think in the end, after consulting with my
appropriate one, presumably one would have to amend thisolleague, the Hon. Andrew Evans, we are persuaded by the
legislation for that to happen. When you have regulationgjovernment’s argument that there is no good reason, as we
giving power to list all prescribed offences, you do not havesee it, to have regulations and legislation that form two lists,
any of those difficulties. That is why | have just argued that,f you like, of offences that are in effect illegal. For that
whereas in a technical, legal sense it may not make muofeason—although in many ways we are sympathetic to the
difference, in terms of those who have to operate under themendments—we will oppose them on this occasion.
actitis easier if one has one regulation somewhere that lists Amendment negatived; clause passed.
all these offences together. Clause 4.

TheHon. NICK XENOPHON: My understanding in TheHon. S.G. WADE: | move:

relation to this amendment—and the position put by the Page 4, after line 10—

minister and, further, the very pertinent questions asked by Insert:

the Hon. Ms Bressington—is this: if any of the paragraphs (a) (2) However, a court must, in imposing another
to (f) in the Hon. Mr Wade's amendment are the subject of penalty on a person in relation to a prescribed defence,
amendment, there would need to be a consequential amend- I'have regard to any exercise of powers under this act.

ment to this legislation. | guess it adds another layerintermd | understood the minister's comments correctly, this
of the process. Again, | commend the Hon. Mr Wade foramendment will receive the support of the government so,
moving the amendment, and | understand the intent. So, @iven that | addressed this issue during the second reading
does have an extra layer of complexity in the process. Just siebate, | will not delay the committee.
| can decide on this fairly promptly, can the minister indicate, The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: | will put on the record the
in addition to the matters set out in the Hon. Mr Wade’sgovernment’s position. This amendment will allow a court,
amendment, are there any other matters at this stage anticipathen imposing any other penalty for a prescribed offence, to
ed to be the subject of this impounding legislation and, in anyave regard to any powers exercised under this act. Clause
event, would there be a process of consultation or publig¢ of the bill provides that the powers exercisable under this
comment in terms of that? act—that is, the police powers to clamp and impound—are
TheHon. P. HOLL OWAY: To answer the first question, in addition to the statutory penalties for the offences them-
the government has indicated that these are the offences ttestlves. Clause 11 of the bill obliges a court to impound or
we would seek to put through by regulation if the bill goesforfeit when a person is convicted of a prescribed offence,
through in government form. They would be put through bysubject to provisions allowing it to decline to make such an
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order on the grounds of hardship or of an unfair effect on Let us take an example where Kylie uses her car for pizza
innocent third parties. The opposition’s amendment will notdelivery as part of her job. She lends her car to her boyfriend
affect that obligation, but it will allow a court to adjust the Jason, whom she trusts, and has no idea that he is going to
orders it makes for impounding or forfeiture and the penaltyturn up the volume too loud on the radio and annoy people.
it imposes for the offence itself having regard to the powerd he car is impounded as a consequence and she loses her job
already exercised by the police. delivering pizzas. Where is the justice in that? The minister
A court already has authority under the Criminal Lawis saying ‘prescribed circumstances’. Will there be something
Sentencing Act 1988 to take into account the deterrerif the regulations that will allow for some recourse for people
punitive and rehabilitative effect of a sentence and, indeedyho have genuinely lent their car, with no idea that it is going
any matter relevant to a sentence. It does not need the spedialbe used in this way? When their job is at stake will the
authority contemplated by this amendment spelt out in thigrescribed circumstances the minister is talking about take
legislation. Nevertheless, there is no harm in such a provisiothat into account?
being added to the act if it would help avoid doubt. Forthose TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: The first comment | make
reasons, the government does not oppose the amendmens that, if Kylie has her car impounded for seven days, she
Amendment carried; clause as amended passed. will, first, find out that he has been misusing her car, which
Clause 5. is valuable knowledge in itself because she might otherwise

The Hon. SANDRA KANCK : As | read this clause, the Nnothave known and, secondly, she will be a lot more careful
police have the power to clamp a car for seven days befor@bout who she lends it to in future. In any case, it is not
the person has even appeared before a court. Will the ministHfficient just to be doing wheelies and making noise. Before
clarify that for me? the car is impounded the person would have to disobey an

The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: Yes: my advice is that that instruction. If we are talking of stereo noise, the police would

is true, in the same way that the police can now impound &rst instruct them to turn it down and they would have to
vehicle. isobey that instruction before that action would be taken in

The Hon. SANDRA KANCK: In a sense, as | said, itis that case.
a bit like when you take a gun away from somebody who has TheHon. Sandra Kanck: He has done a donut.
committed an offence with the gun—you are taking away the  The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: If they have done a donut,
instrument of the crime or the transgression. The problem thake car could be impounded straight away. | suggest it is in
emerges for me in this is what comeback the owner of the catylie’s best interest that she know, as donuts are not very
has. | see from subclause (6) that the Commissioner has gfpod for tyres, transmissions and so on and she should know
advise the owners of the action taken. But, if the driver of thegbout it, which she would not otherwise. How would she
car is not the owner of the car, is there anything that th&now her car had been misused in that way in that case?
owner of the car can do in the interim to stop the car beinghpart from that, there is not only the protection of her
impounded—it may be in the bill somewhere—because thegoyfriend but also members of the public if he is hoon
were not the person who used the car for the offence angkiving. There is balance here. It would be difficult, if not
they, for example, need it for their livelihood? impossible, to give police the ability to consider hardship

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: The only circumstances in provisions. If you pick up a hoon driver in the street, how
which the car would be given back is if the car was stolen, iftould the police be expected to exercise hardship provisions?
there are prescribed circumstances, or it was driven iThey can really only be dealt with later. However, it is
prescribed circumstances. Itis the government’s view—animportant that the behaviour cease by impounding the car for
| did expand on this in more detail during my second readinghe protection of the driver, who is committing the hoon
response—that people should not lend their vehicle to peoplériving, and also the public, who are at risk.
who are likely to drive it in this sort of manner. There must | rejation to the other question about prescribed circum-
be a deterrent from doing that. We should not allow agiances, these were included in the Summary Offences
loophole to be in there. In other words, you can hoon "'Eeneral Regulations of 2001, part 2. It applies to cars driven
somebody else’s car; you can borrow a mate’s car. You coulfyger contractual relationships as set out in the regulations

have a situation where mates could borrow each other's cainger impounding and forfeiture of motor vehicles, part 14A,
go out and hoon drive, and escape penalty because they cl scribed circumstances. It provides:

that it was the another person’s car. We cannot afford to leave o _
that loophole in there. But, at the same time, as | said, there - - - the motor vehicle is being used by the person, not being the

- . - : : : - wner of the motor vehicle, in accordance with a contractual
are situations where, if the car is driven in prescribe rrangement with the owner of the motor vehicle, other than a

circumstances, if it is stolen, or if it is wrongly impounded by contractual arrangement that confers on the person an express or
police, of course, that could also be challenged, but they afienplied right or option to purchase the motor vehicle, and the owner
the only circumstances. of the motor vehicle is a person who carries on a business that
. - consists of or involves hiring or otherwise supplying motor vehicles
TheHon. SANDRA KANCK: Wh|ch demonstfateg for 15 others for business or personal use.
me, of course, why | have problems with this legislation. If . o )
somebody who is the owner of the car and not the driver say&n example, worth putting on the record, is given; it goes
‘Well, | need this car’, the assumption with what the ministerback to the 2001 regulations, as follows:
sa.|d 1S that thg owngr of the car acted In'collu3|0n W',th the A person visiting South Australia on holiday drives a car from
driver with the intention afterwards of saying that he did nota car hire company to use while in the state. While that person is
know. | would think that with the way our legal system driving the car in accordance with the hire contract, the car is being
OperateS, which up until now has been to have the presumgsed in circumstances prescribed by this regulation. A taxi driver

- - - . rives a taxi this is owned not by the driver but by the taxi company
tion of innocence until proven guilty, we should not assum r for whom the driver works. While the taxi driver is using the taxi

that that sort of complicit arrangement has been madg accordance with his or her employment contract, the taxiis being
beforehand. used in circumstances prescribed by this regulation.
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In those cases there would not be forfeiture or impoundingieasonably practical. Under the current law there are three
so they are the current exceptions. reasons for declining to make an order to impound or forfeit:
TheHon. SANDRA KANCK: Let us continue with first, that the order would cause severe financial or physical
Kylie. Kylie has learnt that Jason has been hooning arountardship to any person (that is, including the convicted
in her car and it has been impounded and clamped. What dopsrson); secondly, that the offence occurred without the
Kylie do next in order to be able to get back the car so sh&nowledge or consent of any person who was an owner of the
can continue with her pizza delivery job? vehicle at the time of the offence; and, thirdly, that the
The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: In that case she would have vehicle was used in the commission of the offence but was
to wait the seven days. It is important that members undesstolen, unlawfully in the convicted person’s possession or
stand that in this respect the government is not proposing arwas being used in circumstances prescribed by regulation.
changes to the law. If this bill is passed it will not affect the The bill leaves these reasons intact but adds one more reason:
situation that currently exists, other than that we are addinthat the making of the order would significantly prejudice the
clamping as well as impounding and the period is beingights of a credit provider.
extended. We are not changing the situation that exists atthe The current law then requires a court to impose an
moment. If Jason is driving Kylie’s car and he breaks the lawalternative penalty to impounding or forfeiture when it
the car could be impounded now for 48 hours. We are nadleclines to impound or forfeit, but only when that decision
changing any measures in relation to that but are simplywas made because the order would have caused severe
extending the period or options for clamping. Of course Kyliefinancial or physical hardship to a convicted person. That
always has the option of hiring or renting a car. | gather theralternative is a penalty of community service, if reasonably

would be a penalty for that. practicable. Logically, there is no need to restrict the
Clause passed. imposition of this alternative penalty by reference to the
Clauses 6 to 11 passed. reason the court declined to impound or forfeit because,
Clause 12. whatever the reason, the convicted person will still escape the

TheHon. SANDRA KANCK: As | read clause 12, it primary penalty of impounding or forfeiture. The alternative
concerns somebody committing an offence as a minor: let ysenalty should be available whenever the court declines to
say that Johnny at 12 years of age was found to have paintétipound or forfeit, and | propose the amendment to this
some graffiti, which is a prescribed offence. At 21 years ofeffect.
age he is caught doing a donut, and under this law he will lose The opposition’'s amendment goes only some of the way,
his motor vehicle for three months. Can the minister clarifyproviding community service or alternative penalty only
whether my interpretation is correct? when the court declines to impound or forfeit on the ground

The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: That would be correctifthe of severe hardship to any person. The government takes the
offence had first been committed after the commencement efew that it should also be available when the court declines
the act and the convicted person had, during the period of 14 impound or forfeit for any of the other reasons set out in
years immediately preceding the date of the offence, beetlause 13(1), because in each case the offender would
found guilty of or had expiated at least one other prescribedtherwise escape any court-imposed penalty at all under this
offence. So, if you like, the three month penalty would applyact. The government proposes to amend clause 13(2)(a) by
for second and subsequent offences. removing any reference to the ground on which the court

The Hon. SANDRA KANCK: | therefore indicate my declines to make an order to impound or forfeit. So amended,
opposition to this clause; | believe it is disproportionate andhe bill would require a court to order a person who is
unfair. convicted of a prescribed offence to perform community

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: | would like to putonrecord service, if this is reasonably practicable, whenever it declines
that, as | understand it, this does not change the current lato make an order to impound or forfeit—not just when it has

Clause passed. declined for reasons of severe hardship to a person.
Clause 13. TheHon. S.G. WADE: | am glad to see that the minister
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: | move: has desisted from the practice of characterising every
Page 9, lines 22 to 24— opposition amendment as an attempt at political point-

Delete ‘on the ground that the making of the order would causescoring; however, he has now reverted to obfuscation. He
severe financial or phySical hardship to the convicted person' Self-righteously moves th|s amendment as though the
There are really two amendments here, so it might be morgovernment had a good idea; the fact is that this bill, as
sensible if | talked to the whole subject. The Hon. Mr Wade’spresented, was flawed. The opposition identified a defect and
amendment would require a court that had convicted a pers@roposed an amendment, and the government subsequently
for a prescribed offence, but declined to impound or forfeit(two days later) suggested an alternative amendment. We
his or her vehicle because this would cause severe physicattually see the merit in the alternative amendment and, being
or financial hardship, to order the convicted person ta constructive opposition committed to a sound legislative
perform community service instead, should this be reasonablyrocess, we will support the government’s amendment and
practicable. The government will oppose that amendmentnot move our own.

Under clause 13 of the bill and the current law, one ofthe TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: Lest | be seen to be churlish,
grounds for declining to impound or forfeit is that the makingl would like to put on record that my understanding is that the
of that order would cause severe financial or physicaérror (if you like) was in the original private member’s bill
hardship to a person, and this includes the convicted persothat became the act. Itis true (and | am happy to acknowledge
If a court had declined to impound or forfeit because itit) that this was picked up by the honourable member, or by
thought that the convicted person would suffer seversomeone inthe opposition. | am only too happy to acknow-
financial or physical hardship as a result of such an order—edge that. This is one of those occasions when the
and only for this reason—the court must order the convicted egislative Council has achieved a good legislative outcome.
person to perform community service, should this be Amendment carried; clause as amended passed.
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Clauses 14 to 19 passed. title to it and any pre-existing interests in the vehicle are
Clause 20. discharged.
TheHon. P. HOLL OWAY: | move: TheHon. SG. WADE: The opposition supports the
Page 14— government’s amendments in respect of this clause.
Lines 6 to 9— Amendments carried; clause as amended passed.
Delete subsection (3) and substitute: Clause 21.

(3) A motor vehicle must not be sold under subsection . .
(2) unless, not less than 14 days before the sale, notice of TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: | move:

the sale was given to— Page 15, lines 10 and 11— _

(a) each registered owner of the motor vehicle; and Delete subclause (2) and substitute: )

(b) each holder of a registered security interest in respect (2) The Magistrates Court may make an order under this
of the motor vehicle under the Goods Securities Act ~ Section if satisfied— o _
1986. (a) in the case of an application for an order under subsection

After line 40—Insert: (1)(a) or (b)—that the rights of the credit provider would

(6a) Despite anpther act or law, if a motor vehicle be significantly prejudiced if the order were not made; or

is sold under this section the purchaser acquires a good (b) in the case of an application for an order under subsection

title to the motor vehicle any interests in the motor vehicle (1)(c)—that the credit provider has suffered, or will

existing prior to the sale are discharged. ZLé]Efer, loss as a result of the exercise of powers under this

They are minor amendments. In respect of the first amenjf. tial t d tNo.2.0 fthe f f
ment, the bill requires a relevant authority, the police or th IS consequential to amendment INo. 2. ©Une of (ne lorms o

sheriff, to notify holders of registered security interests in elief that A magistrate may grant a credit prowder uqder
vehicle of its impending sale. It does not require Sim”‘,ﬂclause 21is an order requiring payment to the credit provider

notice to registered owners of the vehicle because registeré’(ﬁ an amount out of the proceeds of the sale of a motor

owners are notified of both police impounding and applica_\/ehicle. The ground for making this and any other order for

tions for court impounding and forfeiture. The bill does notrelief is that the magistrate is satisfied that the rights of the

require this because registered owners are notified of boff! e.dit provider will be significantly_prejudiced if the order for
police impounding and applications for court impounding and €1€f Was not made. Clause 21 is supposed to apply to the

forfeiture and are thereby put in a position where they caterests of credit providers whether the vehicle is impounded

take any available action to protect their interest in theorforfeited because in each case the credit provider’s position
% compromised through no fault of his or her own.

vehicle. There is, however, a chance that the police may nd As | have already explained, any rights a credit provider

le to mak ntact with a register wner ite 7 8 . =T .
be able to make contac a registered owner desp ﬁasm a vehicle will be extinguished by forfeiture. There are

making all reasonable attempts. To prevent the sale of . - X h .
vehicle without the registered owner knowing about it, | am"© rights that can be prejudiced, but the credit provider will

moving that subsection (3) be deleted and replaced with atlll suffer loss as a result of the sale. This amendment will

subsection that requires notice to be given not only to thénaﬁ the 9(;01{“0'.3 L(t)r ar;] order u?(‘.jer c}ause 21|. reI_er t(t) a
holder of a registered security interest in a vehicle that j&redit providers rignts when speaking or an appiication to
about to be sold but also to the registered owner. remove clamps from a vehicle or to release a vehicle from

I turn now to the second amendment. When a vehicle i'gnpoundment, because i'mpoundin’g ‘does not affe’ct those
forfeited to the state by a court order, all other interests in th fghts,_ and refer to a Cfed't provider's ‘suffering loss’ when
vehicle are extinguished. Neither the act nor the bill says thi§|°eak'ng of an application for payment ofan amount ff°’_“ the
in so many words. On the other hand, security interests in rocgeds of_the sale of a vehlgle, because if the fsale 1S C.)f a
vehicle survive impounding or clamping. The act and the bill orfeited vehicle the cred|.t provider no Ippger has rights to it.
give a relevant authority a statutory power of sale over The Hon.’S.G. WADE: The opposition supports the
forfeited vehicles and also over impounding vehicles that ardovernments amendmgnt.
not collected within two months of their ceasing to be liable Amenqment carried; clause as amended pas;ed.
to be impounded—for example, after the seven days of police Remaining claus.es (22 1o 24), SchedUIe a'nd t',tle passed.
impounding, or after a period of impounding ordered by the Bill reported with amendments; committee’s report
court. They do not say anything about the effect of theadopted. o
statutory sale on pre-existing interests or on the title acquired Bill read a third time and passed.
by the purchaser, because the Sale of Goods Act would apply
to give the purchaser as good atitle as the seller, and thattitte  occuUpPATIONAL H EALTH, SAFETY AND

would be clear by dint of the sale by the relevant authority \yg| FARE (PENALTIES) AMENDMENT BILL
being authorised by statute.

It could still be argued, however, that a security interest  Adjourned debate on second reading.
in an impounded vehicle that is registered under the Goods (Continued from 31 May. Page 251.)
Securities Act 1986 can be enforced against the purchaser of
that vehicle after it is sold by the state because registration The Hon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER: This bill purports
under that act gives constructive notice of the registeretb improve the work safety of employees in this state, and,
security interest to all potential buyers of goods subject ofndeed, if it did that, we would all support it. However, a
that interest, and the point of that act is to preserve securityumber of concerns need to be raised regarding this legisla-
interests that are registered. To avoid doubt, we wish to maki&n. It was drawn up in response to the Stanley report 2002.
the effect of the exercise of a power of sale under thisThe minister in another place, quite mischievously, gave the
legislation clear on the face of the act for the benefit of thempression that these amendments were part of the recom-
purchaser of the vehicle and for the benefit of those who havmendations of the SafeWork SA review of the Stanley report.
registered a security interest in it. Accordingly, this amendThis is not quite the case. The minister in his second reading
ment inserts a further subsection in clause 20 to say that whexxplanation said, ‘They reflect the review'. They reflect the
a vehicle is sold under this act the purchaser requires goagview, but they are not as a result of the recommendations
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of the review and, indeed, they do not make up part of th&o, | hope that my amendment applies this to those who
SafeWork SA recommendations. Therefore, | am leftdeliberately do not take the appropriate measures to ensure
wondering whether there is some hidden objective in this billthat their workplace is safe rather than those who may
The bill makes three major amendments to the current acinadvertently have caused an accident. No-one likes to see
It triples the penalties for offences. However, following their workers injured: no-one | know has this, if you like,
extensive government amendments in the lower house, it noeowboy attitude to their workers. If they do, hopefully, the
confirms that these higher penalties will also apply tochanges to this act will stop them. However, we would be
government corporations and government departmentaiming to see that those who have not deliberately or
Previously, that was unclear. That is one of our concernsecklessly caused an incident in the workplace are not as
which has been cleared up. The difference between theeavily penalised. The amendment that | will be moving
trebling of penalties in this state and the trebling of penaltieseflects that view.
in other states is that, while our penalty rates sit about
midway across Australia, | am informed that this is the only TheHon. | .K. HUNTER secured the adjournment of the
state where the penalties apply to each person as opposedtebate.
each incident. If there was a serious workplace incident
where, say, 10 or 35 people were injured, under section 19 of APPROPRIATION BILL
the South Australian act, the penalty would then be applicable
(if the person was found guilty) not once, as in every other Adjourned debate on second reading.
state, but 10, 35, or whatever times. (Continued from 24 July. Page 435.)
Therefore, we could quite conceivably see a small
business, after a serious incident—and, | hope, it would be e Hon, D.W. RIDGWAY: | rise to speak to the

a serious incident—put out of business and,indeed,thatalwppropriation Bill 2007-08. Treasurer Foley said at the
has serious ramifications for the remaining employees. Aspeginning of his budget speech that it was about rebuilding
said, the first element of this act is to clarify the highersoyth Australia. However, on closer examination, one will
penalties, and | have spoken on that. A number of other issUgge that there is not a hint of truth in that statement, because
concern the Liberal Party. | am grateful to Business SA, thgy;g budget does not offer anything new. There is no new
Motor Traders Association and the Engineering Employersyitiative in this budget. There is no action to secure our
Association for their input. The greatest concern with thesiate's water supply; there is no reform of state taxes and
amendments (as they now stand) is with section 59. Thgparges: and there is nothing new for transport and infrastruc-
minister in another place has said, quite clearly, that thig,re “This is a budget laced with bandaid solutions and, as
legislation is aimed at those few rogue employers whqy Foley said, the budget is definitely not sexy. Mr Foley’s

negligently and/or kljowingly place th_eir employees at riSk’budget was encapsulated perfectlyTire Advertiser—
and | am sure there is no argument with any of us that those The PRESIDENT: It is ‘the Hon. Mr Foley’ or ‘the

rogue employers should be caught in this more severe netTreasurer’

The effect of new section 59 is that it does not just apply . .
to rogue employers; it applies across the board. We believe TheHon. D.W. RIDGWAY: Thank you, Mr President,

that the wording of section 59 is faulty. | will be moving an fOF your wise advice. The Hon. Mr Foley's budget was
amendment when the time comes—and | am placing th&incapsulated perfectly ihe Advertiser the day after its
amendment on file this afternoon—which, | hope, covers th&€/€ase as ‘a three-ring circus, missing light relief’. The
intent of the government. That is, as | said (and as th&!lowing are just a few examples of where the government
minister in another place also said), to make these penaltiéS failed to provide relief from taxes. The fact that South
and section 59 applicable to those who deliberately ané\ustraha continues to have the lowest payroll tax threshold
seriously endanger their workers, either through negligenc the country has been overshadowed by a small tax rate cut
or knowingly. and, amidst a booming national jobs market, South Aus-
The current act (and | am informed that no-one has evdralia’s slice of the national pie continues to decline. There
been successfully prosecuted under the current act) stat§s2/S0 no end to the burden of stamp duty, which plagues
‘knowingly and recklessly’. This measure now changes it tgnl0St of our prospective first home buyers. Mr President, you
‘knowingly or recklessly’. | can understand what the will be fully aware that Adelaide (and South Australia) now

government is trying to achieve here. However, | wasQutstrips Melbourne and Sydney in respect of housing
somewhat concerned when | was briefed on this bill tg2ffordability; in fact, we are one of the least affordable places

discover that the reason was that no-one has ever bedhthe nation.
successfully prosecuted under the current act. | would be Public transport fares have now risen by as much as
interested whether the appropriate minister could inform md.9 per cent. Where are the incentives to utilise our public
how many people have actually been prosecuted. How marijansport system, as the cost of running motor vehicles
of these dreadful and nefarious people are out there whepntinues to grow? | will touch on that later, and also
knowingly and/or recklessly acted in a manner that endaryesterday’s announcement with respect to the urban growth
gered their employees? | would assume that we are néoundary, and the lack of investment in infrastructure, in
talking about a large number and, as | said, hopefully, myparticular, public transport.
amendment will make it clear, with respect to the people Car registrations are up by 4% per cent, and the stamp
whom we want to see prosecuted—and this is an indictablduty on mid-price range motor vehicles is becoming less and
offence, so we are talking about possible prison sentencelgss competitive with other states. These tax increases on
which would apply not only to the line manager but also upsome of the fundamental facets of making South Australia
the line, right through to the directors of a board, if necessaryyour home have contributed to a sizeable increase in the
I might also add that the imputation in this bill applies to overall tax revenue for this government to the tune of some
the entire act, not only to section 59, as a lot of people think$200 million extra this year. The features of this budget, to
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average taxpaying South Australians, offer negligible reliehotter for the next six months of the year. We are not likely
or benefit, if any at all. to have a long wet season that will give our primary produc-
In the estimates committees last year the Treasuresrs a sensational season or recharge the Murray-Darling
admitted that getting a proper handle on the exact number @&asin and the whole range of catchments that this state relies
government employees is difficult. He has certainly provedipon. | expect the Treasurer and any Treasury officials who
that it is difficult for him and the government to get a handlehave an understanding of climate and the importance of rain
on the exact number of government employees. The officiao this state will be very concerned indeed about their budget
estimates of Public Service job numbers are provided by theeing based on needing a good season.
Commissioner for Public Employment in the annual South In the last financial year the drought cut $1.2 billion from
Australian Public Sector Workforce Information reportsthe state’s economy. This government has grossly miscalcu-
which his office produces. The budget papers for 2002-Oated the economic impact of a 1.5 per cent growth in the
show that, in five years, there has been an increase or blowross state product over what the state actually recorded for
out of some 10 094 full-time equivalents in the number ofthe past financial period. The Treasurer continues to bank on
public servants, equating to an extra spend of somthe uncertainty facing South Australia, and that is a plentiful
$2.6 billion. water supply. However, as far as the Treasurer and the budget
I am sure that anybody who had run any sort of businesare concerned, the ‘increasing water supply is quite possibly
or managed any group of people (perhaps back in your dayke next big infrastructure challenge’. That is what the
as a shearing contractor, Mr President) and who had a wholdon. Kevin Foley said at his budget press conference. What
range of extra employees and staff would look for somehe opposition asks of the Treasurer today is: what is a current
increased productivity benefits and increased benefits for thafrastructure challenge with greater priority than water
community. Particularly regarding the Public Service, thesecurity? How is a government that commits $31 million to
opposition is constantly approached by people who say theg tramline extension and $100 million to opening bridges at
do not get any better level of service from this governmentPort Adelaide, amidst the worst drought in this state’s history,
Since 2002 the government has budgeted for an increageioritising its spending?
of 1971 FTEs but, of the actual increase of 12 065, only Any infrastructure announcement in this budget is coupled
about 1 000 of them comprise teachers, nurses, doctors amdth uncertainty and delay. The planned expansion of the
police. The opposition certainly supports those 1 00Mount Bold Reservoir will be finalised with the replenish-
positions; itis the other 10 000 that have yet to be explainedhent of water from the Murray, with one slight glitch: the
to us as to where they are, what they are doing and what thgroject will not be finalised for at least 10 years. It is almost
benefit is for South Australians. unbelievable that a Premier who introduced a Save the River
The Treasurer claims the budget is in surplus but, by twdMurray levy and a Save the River Murray tax is now looking
of the three standard accounting measures, this budget is & expanding one of our reservoirs, and the only way it can
deficit. After the 2002 election, Premier Rann announced thdie filled is by pumping more water from the River Murray.
his government would use the accrual or net lending/borrowt just do not believe this government is serious about
ing measure, quite confident that it would achieve a surpluprotecting the River Murray.
by this measure, covering all operating costs and capital Inthe meantime the government continues to stagnate on
investments in the budget without falling into debt. But, usingcommitting to a desalination plant or any other alternative
that measure, this budget falls short of a surplus by abowvater supply. Continued reliance on the Murray means that,
$1.5 million from the last financial year to the 2010-11 amongst other things, the ability to finalise this $850 million
financial year and, by the cash measure, this budget is iproject is questionable, to say the least. This government has
deficit by about $1.4 million for that same period. said for some time that its strategy has been to rely on the
The only measure by which this government can calculat®iver Murray and to have further water restrictions. We know
its budget surplus is on its net operating balance. That is athat South Australia is facing one of the greatest crises it has
alarming statistic; you have three standard accountingver faced with its water supply.
measures and two of them show that this budget is in deficit. As | mentioned just a moment ago, with the rainfall and
Members opposite are laughing. | do not think the Souththe predicted warmer temperatures, we have now seen
Australian community laughed very long or very loud the lastwatering restrictions extended for another couple of months.
time the Labor Party was in office and left this state in al suspect that, if the trend continues, we will have no outside
financial mess. watering at all in this coming financial year, because there
The Hon. B.V. Finnigan interjecting: just simply will not be enough water. You do not have to be
TheHon. D.W. RIDGWAY: | don't think it's a very arocket scientist to work out that South Australia needs some
funny matter, the Hon. Mr Finnigan. Water security issort of baseload water supply, if you like. | find it almost
probably one of the most important issues facing this statajnbelievable that we still have government ministers
and it is one of the most frightful aspects of this budget thatvandering around the world looking at desalination plants
it is predicated on the end of the drought. The Treasurer hagshen it is clear to everybody—the Labor governments of
been talking about an expected 4 per cent growth, but he hd4ctoria, New South Wales, Queensland and Western
admitted that a continuation of the drought would have arhustralia have gone down that path—
impact on the state’s economic growth. Two days ago itwas The Hon. J.SL. Dawkins interjecting:
26 degrees in Ceduna. After looking at the National Climate TheHon. D.W. RIDGWAY: That's right. The Hon. John
Centre’s website yesterday, the odds are neutral as to whetiHeawkins interjects that, instead of wandering around the
itis going to be wetter or drier. We are likely to have, at veryworld, perhaps they should have wandered to Western
best, average rainfalls across this state in the next fewustralia and had a look there.
months. The PRESIDENT: The Hon. John Dawkins is out of
The National Climate Centre predicts an increasedrder.
temperature, so the odds are significantly in favour of it being The Hon. B.V. Finnigan interjecting:
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The PRESIDENT: So is the Hon. Mr Finnigan. Australia. So, | question the costing. It is a question of
TheHon. D.W. RIDGWAY: Thank you, Mr President. whether the government is frightened about blow-outs—
I will not even bother to comment on that. It has been proverbbecause it always has blow-outs in its major projects—
worldwide and in other states of Australia that desalinatiorwhether it has factored in some major blow-outs, or whether
is an important part of a secure, diverse water supply, yet wit really has no idea at all about the cost of building a new
still see this government procrastinating. | believe that it doebospital. We agree that the new hospital is needed, but it
not quite know what to do. | have heard that the Premier washould be constructed preferably on the existing RAH site at
interested in building a desalination plant that would takea cost that the Premier himself has confirmed of somewhere
Adelaide completely off the River Murray, but he was alsobetween $1 billion and $1.4 billion. Again, we do not know
concerned that if it rained we would not need a desalinatiomwhether that cost is accurate. The opposition is seeking some
plant. He does not have—and neither do his ministers—thelarification of how that cost was arrived at but, as yet, we
ability to plan long term and put into place a secure anchave not received it.
diverse water supply for South Australia. Apart from less disruption and delay, the alternative offers
As mentioned, delay is the flavour of this year’s infra-an additional $300 million, which could be allocated to
structure budget. The government has been big on terms suithproving facilities at other hospitals, particularly in our
as ‘review’, ‘study’, ‘investigation’ and ‘strategy’ when it regional and rural areas. | am sure that you, Mr President,
comes to options for securing our water supply. Whilstgiven your background and your love of the country, would
payroll taxes are one of the focal points of this budgetsee increased investment in rural health as particularly
because job creation and business growth are critical at thimportant. South Australia remains below other states in its
point in the business cycle, the infrastructure is not in plac007-08 capital works spend. Its proposed capital expenditure
to support that growth. of $1.48 hillion has been put into perspective by Queensland
The Advertiser’s state budget feature of 8 June spoke ofspending some $14 billion—almost 10 times as much.
housing and infrastructure in the Far North receiving a major 1 would now like to turn to urban development planning,
investment boost to cater for the Olympic Dam mineone of the areas for which | have shadow responsibility. Itis
expansion. However, on that same day on page 6 it remindedteresting to note that yesterday the minister announced an
us that the expansion itself is not considered to any substaextension of the urban growth boundary. This government
tial degree in the budget forecast. The article proclaimseems to be all over the place regarding what is actually a
additional housing, repairs to flood damaged roads anthctor in terms of housing affordability and what is causing
improvement to freight transport networks but, once againhouse prices to rise. It is quite bizarre. The government has
there is no evidence of any infrastructure initiatives oropposed any change to the urban growth boundary over the
anything new. There is no commitment to electrification ofpast few years, and now, suddenly, it has done a back-flip.
our rail network in South Australia or any major new roadLand supply is a key issue, but it was not addressed in this
developments to support our mining industry. budget. In fact, in his budget address to the Property Council,
There is no commitment to new infrastructure in preparathe Treasurer admitted that issues including land supply are
tion for the mining boom. Following the last budget, Treasur-blamed for the exponential decline in housing affordability
er Foley stated that infrastructure was ‘something governin South Australia.
ments will have to address’ and that ‘we haven't addressed It is interesting that, after the publication of some arti-
it in this budget and will in future budgets.’ Again, it is all cles—I think the Prime Minister raised the issue last year—
talk and no action. | remind members opposite that thifremier Rann ordered an urgent review of land supplies in
budget is predicated on a good season and the end of tialelaide as part of a long-range plan for both residential and
drought. So, if we have a drought, of course, it will not beindustrial development. During estimates, officers from
tackled in future budgets, certainly not in the near futurePlanning SA confirmed that the planning review steering
Again, it is all about spin and talk and no action. We lookcommittee will be conducted using existing resources from
forward to seeing this government take some favourablagencies—effectively, PIRSA and the Department of Trade
action on South Australian Chamber of Mines and Energyand Economic Development. We heard about reviews during
infrastructure in the near future. | will be very interested toestimates, we heard the Premier order a review last year,
hear from the minister what his plans are in respect of thatreasurer Foley said at the Property Council lunch that land
study as it relates to the mining sector. supply was an important factor, and, when asked during
As reported inThe Advertiser, businesses hoping for a estimates, the minister agreed that the urban growth boundary
large spending increase on freight transport infrastructure tdoes need to be reviewed from time to time. However, only
help the state take advantage of the minerals boom weteo weeks ago we could not get a commitment as to when
disappointed, as were we, with this budget. It is devoid of anyhat is likely to take place.
big ticket infrastructure programs to help the mining sector. | have some questions about this. Of interest is the lack of
We are aware that there is some $20 billion worth ofconsultation on this particular change to the urban growth
infrastructure needed for the mining sector. While | know aboundary and the lack of consultation with local government.
vast majority of that will be provided by private investment, It seems just a little too cute that it is announced the day
there is a significant requirement for government to play itdefore that the federal opposition leader is to hold a housing
role, too. There are no upgrades to infrastructure such as podffordability summit. This seems to be, again, one of the
and transport hubs that will help facilitate the investment otactics of state Labor governments nationwide, which are
the private sector. playing a tag-team game with the federal ALP leader to try
With just cause, the opposition is somewhat scepticalo give mileage, credibility and leverage to his particular
about the costing of $1.7 billion for the new hospital pro-stunts.
posed for the City West site. It is interesting to note that the When asked during estimates what resources the govern-
cost of the beds is about double the cost per bed in any nement is allocating to the long-term land supply plan and the
hospital that has been built in any other capital city inimplementation of the plan and the details of time frames, the
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government was very hazy. In fact, the head of Planning SA, We know that these offices were an election stunt—a
Dr Halliday, responded that there is some research aroundeans by which the government sought to make out that it
and information that that has generated in relation to where/as actively addressing regional, social, environmental and
some of the growth could go, and the minister thinks that byeconomic issues. | know that the person who was employed
the end of the year or some time next year they will haven the Office of the Murray said that he got the job because
those results. We were told in estimates that Planning SA wase was the Labor candidate in the seat of Heysen. | will not
doing research on a long-term land supply strategy. Even theame the person as it is not appropriate, but he now works for
minister, during estimates, said that we would not see thahe minister. This is jobs for the boys. We saw the same thing
until later in the year or some time next year; but, yesterdayin respect of the Office of the Upper Spencer Gulf. That
they announced a change to the urban growth boundary. Thidfice manager twice ran against the member for Stuart. This
is almost ad hoc planning. was not about addressing the needs of regional South
We do not see any clear, defined, well-thought outAustralia and some of those issues; it was all about jobs for
approach; itis a knee-jerk strategy. The consequence will bine boys and trying to get a political advantage.
that thousands of young South Australian families will be  There is no doubt that there are many major regional
unable to afford their first home. The minister made soméssues that this government has failed to address, and the
comments about change to the urban growth boundary andinister states that the issues are now different from what
in particular how the changes have been plugged into whetiey were when the offices began operation and that they are
there is some infrastructure in place. | will refer to some ofbeing addressed in an appropriate way. What a joke! That is
the infrastructure and trains to the Gawler area. not the case. Itis a joke. | seek leave to conclude my remarks
Some of the land around Gawler has been included in thiater.
urban growth boundary and anybody who travels on the train  Leave granted; debate adjourned.
line knows that the line itself is in bad repair, there are a great
number of speed restrictions on the line, the trains are all full, [Sitting suspended from 1 to 2.17 p.m.]
and Transport SA has no plans to expand the line to extend
it. | do not know how the minister can say that we have
existing infrastructure as it is operating at capacity. The VOLUNTARY EUTHANASIA
government has not put any additional capacity into infra- . . . .
structure, especially public transport. If we look down south A Petition signed by 578 residents of South Australia,
at the study into the Seaford extension and the bridge acro§gncerning voluntary euthanasia and praying that the council
the Onkaparinga River, it was due to be released on 30 Jun#ill support the Voluntary Euthanasia Bill 2006 to enable law
Itis now almost 1 August, so it is a month late and the Stud)yeform in South Aus.tralla to give citizens the right to cheose
has not been released, yet the government is happy to relea@untary euthanaS|a_for themselves as such Ieglslano_n, if
more land and extend the urban growth boundary without anenacted, V\(o_uld contain stringent safeguards against misuse
clear commitment from it on public transport infrastructureOf the provisions of the act, was presented by the Hon. D.W.
or rail infrastructure. RldQW?l}/- .
I was at a public meeting a couple of weeks ago at Seaford Petition received.
with a group of 150 people. Members opposite often criticise
the opposition when we were in government for building the PAPERS TABLED
Southern Expressway and for the fact that it is only a . . )
reversible road that goes one way in the morning and one way The fOHOV\.”r,‘g papers were laid on the table: .
in the afternoon. At this public meeting of 150 people, when, BY the Minister for Urban Development and Planning
asked whether they wanted the expressway duplicated, thrédon- P- Holloway)—
people put up their hand. When asked whether they wanted  Regulation under the following Act— o
the rail line extended and a bridge across the Onkaparinga, Deve'%pme”t Act 1993—Open Space Contribution
in excess of 100 people put up their hand. That is a clear SC. ?me .
indication that the community want it and this governmentis By the Minister for Emergency Services (Hon. C.

not listening. Zollo)—
In addition, federal Treasurer Costello has long urged the Regulation under the following Act—
states to reduce stamp duty in return for GST revenue—the Forest Property Act 2000—Fees
lucrative tax the South Australian government refuses to Department of Further Education, Employment,

abandon. South Australian homebuyers only receive stamp Science and Technology—Addendum—Section E
duty concessions now for property up to $250 000, even BY the Minister for Environment and Conservation (Hon.
though the median house price is in excess of $300 000. G.E. Gago)—

Another point | will touch on before | seek leave to Natural Resources Management Council—Report,
conclude before lunch is the development and planning 2005-06 )
portfolio. I will touch on the cessation of the operations of the Re%‘féitc')?”jc“e':g?;éhAec‘;"{'Sg";”9 céi(f:tts?_
offices for sustainable, social, environmental and economic South Australian Health Commission Act 1976—
development, namely, the Office of the Upper Spencer Gulf Prescribed Incorporated Health Centres.
in the north and the Outback, the Office of the River Murray,
the Office of the North, the Office of the Northwest and the URANIUM EXPORTS

Office for the Southern Suburbs, which 1 think is still in

operation. During the estimates, the minister proudly stated TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Police): | lay

that these offices were an innovation in the first term of theon the table a copy of a ministerial statement relating to
Rann government and confidently assured us that the workranium exports to India made earlier today in another place
of these offices is now complete. by the Premier (Hon. M.D. Rann).



514 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL Thursday 26 July 2007

NATIVE VEGETATION modern forensic facilities overseas and interstate has moved
from correctional and custodial-type layouts to secure mental
TheHon. G.E. GAGO (Minister for Environmentand  health complexes with a focus on assisting people to get
Conservation): | seek leave to make a personal explanationbetter.
Leave granted. The new facility will include a 15-bed acute high security
TheHon. G.E. GAGO: Yesterday | referred to the unit to accommodate the most at-risk patients; a 15-bed
previous Liberal government’s woeful record in our reservemedium care unit to house acutely unwell patients at a
system. | was speaking about the fact that it declared no areaedium level of security; and another 10-bed unit to provide
of South Australia under the Wilderness Protection Act. Since stepped level of care for patients from the medium care unit
the Rann government was first elected it has increased theho require rehabilitation. Similarly, those patients whom the
amount of wilderness in South Australia from 69 000 hectaregourts deem to be mentally impaired will receive the

to 950 000 hectares of land. appropriate levels of mental health care in a secure environ-
Members interjecting: ment. It is important to note that, while the new mental health
The PRESIDENT: Order! forensic facility will be in close proximity to the prison, it

TheHon. R.I.LUCAS: | have a point of order. If the will not form part of the prison. The facility will be a health
minister is making a personal explanation she must indicatacility first and foremost, but it also has the capability of
where she believes she has been misrepresented. It is notactommodating prisoners with mental health issues.
opportunity for her to debate a particular issue or to restate  The new forensic mental health centre will be included in
acase. the new prisons secure facilities public private partnership

The PRESIDENT: The minister was not debating. expressions of interest process. A final decision on all aspects

TheHon. G.E. GAGO: Thank you, Mr President; thatis of this process will be made following the expressions of
quite right. Labor was responsible for the first 69 000interest and the request for proposal phases of the project. On
hectares but, for the record, | need to say that not one bit ahe current project schedule, we expect the facility to be ready
land has been protected under the Wilderness Protection Agir use by late 2011. This gives us a long lead-up time to
by the Liberals. That is what | am trying to clarify. fully consult with staff about the move, the design of the new

On readingHansard | realised this was not clear. In my facility and the service model. That process has started today.
passionate defence of our protected areas system | overlookeain aware that the move could raise concerns for some staff
saying that it was the opposition’s record on wildernessnembers and their families who will be faced with decisions
protection that was of concern to me. | seek now to provideo make about possible relocation and transport issues, so we

this clarification. are announcing our plans now to effectively give them a four-
Members interjecting: year lead time. Also, $1.4 million will be available as
The PRESIDENT: Order! transition funding to help with relocation, recruitment and
upskilling of staff for the new facility.
JAMES NASH HOUSE A transport service between the new prisons and Adelaide

is proposed as part of the new development, so families and
friends wanting to visit patients at the new forensic complex
will be able to take advantage of that facility. The rebuild of
James Nash House has been canvassed previously, and the
2007-08 state budget indicated that a new forensic mental
health facility would be built in 2010 at a cost of
$16.5 million, subject to final scoping of the project. This
new facility is building on the Rann government'’s strong
Bmmitment of improving mental health services in South
CAustralia.

TheHon. G.E. GAGO (Minister for Mental Health and
Substance Abuse): | seek leave to make a ministerial
statement.

Leave granted.

TheHon. J.S.L. Dawkins: Are you going to apologise
to Dorothy?

TheHon. G.E. GAGO: She should apologise to us. In
relation to the James Nash House relocation, | am pleased
announce that the state government will build a state-of-th
art 40-bed forensic mental health facility, which will be
located with the two new prisons at Mobilong. The new
facility will replace the ageing 30-bed James Nash House at QUESTION TIME
Oakden, built in the mid-1980s, and the 10 secure forensic
mental health beds in the Grove Closed Unit on the Glenside POLICE, AVATAR TASK FORCE
campus.

TheHon. JM.A. Lensink interjecting: TheHon. D.W. RIDGWAY (Leader of the Opposi-

The PRESIDENT: The Hon. Ms Lensink will cease to tion): My question is to the Minister for Police. Given the
interject. government’s public stance on being tough on bikie gangs,

The Hon. J.M.A. Lensink interjecting: why is it that the Police Commissioner, Mal Hyde, has not

The PRESIDENT: Order! You will not be here to pick increased the staff numbers on the Avatar task force?
on if you give the chair any cheek. TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Police): What

TheHon. G.E. GAGO: Thank you for your protection, an extraordinary question! If the honourable member reads
Mr President. We will be announcing details in the nearthe transcript of the Police Commissioner this morning and
future of our plans to redevelop the Glenside campus as r@ads last week’Sunday Mail, he will see that the Police
centre for specialist mental health services. This is a once-o€ommissioner is actually looking at expanding the role of the
opportunity to build a modern, new mental health forensidormer Operation Avatar because, as he points out, there are
treatment complex offering a range of recovery services, ona number of associated gangs which need attention. | know
that will be completely different from the current design of the Hon. Ann Bressington has raised the issue in this place
James Nash House, which resembles a prison. Since Jam@sprevious occasions that there are these associates that also
Nash House was built more than 20 years ago, the design aked attention. In addition, the Commissioner has also talked
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about doubling the resources available to deal with the issuddr Warren Ward? If she has not read it, will she undertake
in relation to outlaw motorcycle gangs. | suggest that théo do so?

honourable member get a transcript of the Commissioner's The PRESIDENT: | do not remember the minister
comments on 5AA this morning with Tony Pilkington and mentioning a report.

Keith Conlon. TheHon. G.E. GAGO: Yes, | have been briefed on a
number of contemporary updates and information. | am not
EATING DISORDERS too sure whether that was part of the briefing, but | am kept

TheHon. JM A. LENSINK: | seek leave to make an UP to date with contemporary research and literature.

explanation before asking the Minister for Mental Health and
Substance Abuse a question about eating disorders.
Leave granted.
TheHon. JM.A. LENSINK: In this place last year, in
reply to a question regarding the development of a schodkapices a question about the supply of vehicles.
education program to focus on eating disorders, the minister

) ; ; Leave granted.
said that she failed to see how healthy eating programs could
y 9 prog m TheHon. S.G. WADE: The opposition understands that
tl

ossibly lead to exacerbating anorexia, yet earlier this mont .
g studyywas published in thgllmstra]ian a)rlld New Zealand e CFS has granted a vehicle supply contract to a New South

Journal of Psychiatry which showed that, in South Australia Walgs company in preference. to an established supply
over the 10 years to 2005, there was more than a twofolff!ationship with a local supplier. As a result, the local

increase in purging, fasting and other unhealthy weighfUPPlier is likely to cancel planned investment and make
control behaF\)/io%lrsg.] The Ngew South Wales go\yemmgngedundanmes. Further, | am informed that the CFS is already

recently announced $4.1 million to be spent over the nex¢® months behind schedule in putting into service vehicles

four years to help combat eating disorders includingsourced from a different interstate supplier due to a fault rate

community based early intervention. Will the minister now Mre than 20 times higher than some local suppliers. Can the
acknowledge that encouragement to eat less may contribufinister assure the council that CFS supply contracts are
to vulnerable individuals developing eating disorders, and€ing made in accordance with state government procurement
what community-based early intervention programs does thi olicies and practices anq, cons@ermg the fire challenges in
government fund? the eastern states, how will the minister ensure that the CFS

TheHon. G.E. GAGO (Minigter for Mental Health and will be able to service our vehicles and source spare parts,

Substance Abuse): | thank the honourable member for her particularly if a South Australian fire event coincides with

important questions. It is simply outrageous to suggest thdpterstate fires? .

a healthy, balanced, well designed public campaign around TheHon. CARMEL ZOLL O (Minister for Emergency
healthy eating could contribute to anorexia or eating diss€rvices): The CFS capital replacement program for 2007-08
orders. Part of the problem that we have with eating disordet&ill be $14.168 million. In relation to appliances, during
is the way in which beauty is portrayed in our society and the?007-08 it is expected that a total of 41 appliances will be
way that it is reinforced in the media, particularly in relation 'ePlaced. Seven type 34 pumper appliances—which | am
to our obsession with fashion. Television programs, and evepertain honourable members in this chamber will be interest-

our pop cult music stars, often reinforce the concept thagd in kr?owing about—will be delivered to the following
being abnormally thin is in some way beautiful and isStations: Cummins, Dublin, Lyndoch, Mount Barker, Port

something to aspire to. Wakefield, Two Wells and Wirrulla. Twenty-two type 34

| have made previous comments (and | continue to do SO?ppliances will be delivered to the following stations:

particularly in relation to my former role as a health CareAngaston_, Booleroo, Burra, Coomandook, Cudlee Creek,
professional, about the importance of a healthy, well Gawler River, Greenock, Gumeracha, Hermitage, Laura, Mil

balanced diet and what that means in terms of maintaining€!: Mintaro, Oakbank/Balhannah, Orroroo, Parndana, Port
health and wellbeing. It is something that we should be>€rmein, Rapid Bay, Snowtown, Tarpeena, \Waikerie,
focusing on and promoting. | understand that we havevarooka a_nd Wooc_zlade.We also will b_e dellve_rlng 11 quick
programs in place. | have also been advised that they afitack vehicle appliances to the foI_Iowmg stations: Auburn,
reinforced as part of our school programs. | do not have th8Urra group, Bute, Clare, Freeling, Gumeracha group,
details with me, but | am happy to bring them back to theKeyneton, Mount Remarkable group, Pinnaroo, Salt _Creek
chamber. This issue also overlaps, obviously, with theénd Yankalllla. One urban pumper appliance will be delivered
portfolio of the Minister for Health. | am happy to bring back t0 Burnside.
those details for the member. The CFS has around 900 vehicles and appliances.
| can On|y reinforce the importance of being able toincll:lding: 645 appliances, 100 command VehiCIeS,.76 Suppor‘[
promote to our young people’ in particu'ar, how |mp0rtant d/eh|C|eS, 29 bulk water carriers and 72 SuppOI’t trailers. In the
healthy, well-balanced diet is and what constitutes a healthist budget (the 2006-07 budget), the government approved
diet, in terms of a balance between carbohydrates, proteifgkpansion funding in addition to the previously approved
and high fibre grain mixes, or cereals. It is absolutely absur@nhual capital program, which is allowing the replacement of
to suggest that my comments on a healthy, well-balanced diéf? additional 42 heavy vehicles at a cost of approximately
are about promoting eating less, to an extent, and that theéy10.5 million over the period 2006-07 to 2008-09.
promote anorexia. The honourable member has raised some issues in relation
to a number of vehicles. | will undertake to get some advice
TheHon. JM.A. LENSINK: Sir, | have a supplementary and bring back a response. | can assure him that, as | have
question. Is the minister aware of the report in #&dZ  just put on the record, this state is very well served by the
Journal of Psychiatry by Professor Phillipa Hay and resourcing of this government to the CFS.

COUNTRY FIRE SERVICE VEHICLES

TheHon. SG. WADE: | seek leave to make a brief
xplanation before asking the Minister for Emergency
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AUSTRALIAN PROFESSIONAL FIREFIGHTERS other members of this chamber. South Australian families,
FOUNDATION particularly young couples, are struggling to afford to buy

their first home or find a bigger home as their family grows.

TheHon. J. GAZZOLA: | seek leave to make a brief There has also been running criticism of the Land Manage-
explanation before asking the Minister for Emergencyment Corporation for not releasing more land and having
Services a question about the Australian Professiongdrofit-making in its charter. Federal politicians have been
Firefighters Foundation. weighing into this debate, with Treasurer Peter Costello

Leave granted. critical of the Labor state governments across the country for

TheHon. J. GAZZOLA: The minister has previously continuing to charge stamp duty on home purchases, and
informed the council of the very valuable work done by thefailing to release more land. Treasurer Costello continually
Australian Professional Firefighters Foundation in its supporsays this is a breach of the year 2000 agreement regarding the
of burns victims and their families. Will the minister provide introduction of the GST.
any further details about current fundraising events? The state government announced yesterday, to its credit,

TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO (Minister for Emergency  that it would realign Adelaide’s urban boundary to facilitate
Services): | thank the honourable member for his very an extra 2 000 hectares at our urban fringes, some of which
important question. Yesterday morning | was pleased taill be for residential development. Mr Rudd’s housing
attend and lend support to a member of the foundation, Davaffordability summit begins today, and Treasurer Costello
Thompson, who is undertaking the Million Metres Row for has, in an article on the Melbourrtderald-Sun website
charity. From Monday this week (23 July) Dave has beerpublished last night, predicted that the state Labor govern-
attempting to complete 1 million metres on a rowing machinements will cut stamp duty after the summit. THerald-Sun
at the Next Generation gym. For 10 days, from approximatelyeports, ‘Labor’s housing spokeswoman Tanya Plibersek
5.30 a.m. until around 8 p.m. each evening, Dave is aimingvould not rule out talk on stamp duty at the summit. My
to row 100 kilometres per day, a total of 1 million metres. questions to the Treasurer are:

Dave is a firefighter from Airport Services Australiawho, 1. Has a deal between Mr Rudd and the Labor state
along with members of the Metropolitan Fire Service,governments to cut stamp duty on home purchases already
contribute deductions from their salary and undertakéeen done irrespective of what occurs at the housing afford-
fundraising events to prevent burns and to support fir@bility summit?
victims, especially children. | am proud to be the current 2. If the summit recommends stamp duty relief for home
patron of the foundation. This particular fundraising effortisbuyers, will the Treasurer commit to follow the summit’s
to support the Newland Ward of the Women’s and Children’'secommendation?

Hospital. TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Police): |

The Newland Ward is a 36-bed acute surgical trauma anthank the honourable member for his question and for his
burns unit which treats children from birth to 18 years of agecomments in relation to the urban boundary realignment,
and it supports patients, including those who have hawhich I announced yesterday. The honourable member raised
treatment for burns and subsequent plastic surgery. | am sufenumber of issues in his question, one being the 2000
honourable members know that the foundation has beedgreement on the GST and Peter Costello’s comments in
lending its support to the children at the Newland Ward sincéelation to that. It is my understanding that, in fact, stamp
1998. Members would be aware that one of the most wellduty on homes was not part of that agreement. Part of the
known projects the foundation supports is the annual Camproblem we have in this country is the vertical fiscal imbal-
Smokey event, which is to be held in the next schoolnce that exists. In other words, those levels of government
holidays. that spend the most money—uwhich is the states—do not have

Dave has been training for several months for this eventhe capacity to raise it at the levels that the commonwealth
and we wish him well in this amazing effort. | invite mem- government has. The commonwealth government is the level
bers to attend the gym over the next few days to lend thei@f government that is awash with cash in this country.
support, both financial and moral, to Dave and the work of There are Liberal politicians who like to create the fiction
the Australian Professional Firefighters Foundation. For thosend pretend that somehow or other states are awash with
who are interested, this intrepid firefighter is using acash. Of course, nothing could be further from the truth.
Concept2 indoor rowing machine. The fundraising target iWWhereas there have been increases of several hundred dollars
$50 000. | would like to take the opportunity to thank theper capita in revenue available to South Australia, if one
sponsors: Whitehorse Inn, Solomon’s Carpets Gawler, Blytfpoked over the same period in recent years, it would measure
Snowtown Football and Netball Club, Thompson Brotherdn the thousand dollars per capita extra additional tax that the
Batteries, Olympic Industries and Puma Shoes. | would alséommonwealth government has, because it has access to
particularly like to mention the Next Generation gym, whichcompany tax and income tax, which are far and away the

is hosting the event. greater sources of revenue.
So, ifthere is a level of government in this country that is
HOUSING AFFORDABILITY SUMMIT awash with cash, it is, of course, the federal government. It

is that level of government which should be doing its utmost
TheHon. D.G.E. HOOD: | seek leave to make a brief to address housing affordability. It is certainly true that the
explanation before asking the Minister for Police, representaonourable member has raised issues in relation to housing
ing the Treasurer, a question regarding Mr Rudd’s housingffordability. | totally agree with him—and | have said so
affordability summit. publicly in this council before—that housing affordability is
Leave granted. one of the most serious issues facing the population in this
TheHon. D.G.E. HOOD: Family First has been quite country today, if not the most serious issue. | remember
vocal for a long time about the need for the state governmersiaying several months ago that | hoped that it would become
to give stamp duty relief for home purchasers, as have sonmee key issue at the next federal election. Fortunately, that
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appears to be the case. As the honourable member mentioned, LE CORNU SITE
the Labor Party has, | think today, a housing summit
addressing these issues. It has invited members from key TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: Did the Leader of the Govern-
groups in the community that have concerns about housingnent or any of his ministerial advisers have any discussions
as well as state ministers, to address this so that the Aus+th Mr John Quirke about the decision to give major
tralian Labor Party at the federal level can have a propetdevelopment status to the Makris group’s Le Cornu redevel-
policy response towards housing affordability. opment prior to his decision to give the project major
In relation to this state government’s policies, we havedevelopment status?
done what we can. In relation to taxation generally, again, TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Urban
one of the issues that the states face is that we are reliant fBievelopment and Planning): Again, the former leader of the
half our revenue from the commonwealth government, andpposition needs to understand something about major
that has always been the case in terms of transfer paymentigvelopment status, because he continually seeks to misrepre-
and that the taxes in which we are self-sufficient and whiclsent what is happening in relation to it.
provide the other 50 per cent are nearly all very regressive The Hon. R.l. Lucas interjecting:
forms of taxation that one would rather not have, such as TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: Well, | talk to my friend
payroll tax, a tax on employment, stamp duties and the likeJohn Quirke on a number of occasions, because he is an old
Nevertheless, after a series of constitutional challenges theselleague of mine. In relation to major development status,
are the only forms of revenue, apart from fees and charge# needs to be pointed out that when that status is given it does
which this state has available to it. As | said, the level of—not imply approval; all it does is enable a lengthy consider-
The Hon. Caroline Schaefer: You've got truckloads. ation to be given. Again, | suggest that the Hon. Rob Lucas
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: Well, we dont have read the contribution made by the Hon. Mark Parnell in
truckloads. Again, this is the fiction that members oppositeelation to the debate on major projects under the changes to
are trying to create. It is the commonwealth government thathe Development Act. Of course, he has been consistently
is awash with cash. | think in the past few years it is abouirguing that we should not have changed the zoning to allow
$2 600 per head. Itis awash with cash. Just look at this yeathe pulp mill to go ahead. He said that that should have been
let me explain it. Between the commonwealth government'slone by major project, because it has a whole series of
mid year budget review and the commonwealth budget, abouaipplications in relation to that matter. Again, in relation to the
an extra $14 billion in tax was available to the commonwealtiguestion, | have had a number of discussions—
government. South Australia’s share just in the six month  An honourable member interjecting:
commonwealth intake—if you think that we have about 8 per The Hon. P. HOLL OWAY: In relation to the Le Cornu
cent of the population—is over $1 billion on a state level. Sosite, the Makris Corporation came to see me in the middle of
the states are struggling to produce balanced budgets 2006. At that time we rejected the application from the
budgets with tens of millions of dollars of surplus, becauseMakris Corporation because the development—
of all of the demands on us. TheHon. R.I. Lucas interjecting:
Members opposite keep saying we should be spending The PRESIDENT: Order!
more money on this, more money on that, and more money
on everything else; every day we hear the demands. We have TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: By way of supplementary
the Leader of the Opposition in another place saying that weuestion, why is the minister refusing to answer the question
should be cutting taxes. But, just in the six months betweens to whether or not Mr Quirke, his long time friend (as he
the mid year budget review and the budget the commonrdescribes him), came along after the initial decision and
wealth got $14 billion extra revenue. As | said, Southconvinced the Hon. Mr Holloway to change his decision in
Australia’s share would be $1 billion. Can you imagine whatrelation to major project development status for Le Cornu?
would happen if we in this state suddenly had an extra ThePRESIDENT: Order! The minister has answered the
$1 billion becoming available to us in six months? It is aboutquestion as far as Mr Quirke goes: he said he talks to Mr
time this furphy was known. | know that members oppositeQuirke on a number of occasions.
have an interest in trying to create that piece of mythology, TheHon. R.l. Lucas: What has he got to hide?
but it is totally untrue. The PRESIDENT: So, he has answered that question.
One would hope that a future Labor federal government, TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: With the greatest respect, sir, it
or even the current government, would start to recognise tha not you who are answering the questions but the Leader of
housing affordability is one of the most serious problems irthe Government.
this country and use something of its massive tax windfall, The PRESIDENT: Order! With the greatest of respect,
one that vastly exceeds that of the states. While it is at it, ithe President will make a comment as he wishes.
might also give us a fair share of road funding, for example; TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: With the greatest respect, Mr
it could also give us just our fair share. Instead of buildingPresident, you do not answer questions.
roads up in Queensland in marginal seats, perhaps it could The PRESIDENT: Order! | am not answering the
give us a fair share of funding here, but that is getting off theguestion. With the greatest respect, you will not argue with
point. To get back to the honourable member’s question—anthe President.
it is an important question—the point is that housing TheHon.R.l.LUCAS: | am not arguing; | am just telling
affordability is one of the key issues in the nation. | am notyou—
aware of any deal, but what | do | sincerely hope is that, later The PRESIDENT: | will sit you down if you are not
this year—and I think it is increasingly likely that we will get careful.
a Rudd government—the federal government will put TheHon.R.I.LUCAS: —that you do not answer
housing affordability at the top of the agenda and that it willquestions.
negotiate with the states in a way in which we can make The PRESIDENT: The Hon. Mr Lucas will not tell the
housing more affordable for young people. President anything.
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TheHon.R.I.LUCAS: By way of supplementary TheHon. |.K. HUNTER: Will the minister advise the
question, why will the minister not answer the questions puthamber about the important matter of the security of gas
to him about discussions with Mr Quirke in respect of the Lesupplies to South Australia—

Cornu development? Members interjecting:
The PRESIDENT: Order! That is not a supplementary.  The PRESIDENT: The Hon. Mr Hunter might want to
TheHon. R.I. Lucas. What's he got to hide? start again because many people in the chamber cannot hear

The PRESIDENT: It is not a supplementary question the question.
because it does not derive from the answer of the minister. TheHon.|.K. HUNTER: | shall. Over 50 per cent of
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: The honourable member South Australia’s electricity generation capacity is dependent
made a sleazy accusation. Rob Lucas cannot help it: he just natural gas. Natural gas is also an important transition fuel

oozes sleaze. It is totally untrue— as we look for ways to reduce greenhouse emissions from
TheHon. R.l. Lucas: What are you hiding? electricity generation and move to more renewables. The
The PRESIDENT: Order! | call the Hon. Mr Hunter. long-term supply of gas to South Australia will be critical in
TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: On a point of order— meeting our greenhouse emission targets while ensuring that
TheHon. J.SL. DAWKINS. Mr President, you have our energy needs to sustain economic growth are met. Will

already called the Hon. Mr Hunter. the minister advise the chamber on the important matter of

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: Mr President, the Hon. Rob  the security of gas supplies to South Australia?
Lucas continually interjects. | sat down because | am sickand TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Mineral
tired of him interjecting. Whenever | try to answer a questionResour ces Development): | am delighted to be able to do
he interjects and interrupts the answer. He then goes out tbat, and | hope (probably in vain, | suspect) that members
the media and misrepresents the answer. | am happy @pposite will listen and perhaps learn something.
answer any question he asks, but if he interjects | am going Membersinterjecting:

to sit down. | sat down because he was interrupting. TheHon. P.HOLLOWAY: They just will not, will
they? They are just not capable of it. It is well-known that
GASSUPPLIES Australia is blessed with an abundant supply of natural gas.

Reserves and resources located off the north-west coast of
TheHon. I.K. HUNTER: | seek leave to make a brief western Australia alone are estimated to be sufficient to
explanation before asking the Minister for Mineral Resourcesupply the total current Australian demand for more than 100
Development a question about the security of gas supplies ifears. Of course, much of this gas is being developed to
South Australia. export as liquefied natural gas but, even taking this into
Leave granted. account, reserves are sufficient to supply Australian markets
TheHon. I.K. HUNTER: Over 50 per cent of South for many years to come.
Australia’s electricity generation capacity is dependent on  Of course, South Australia is part of the eastern Australian
natural gas. Natural gas is also an important transition fuel agas market. There is a number of different supply basins,
we look for ways to reduce greenhouse emissions fronncluding South Australia’s Cooper Basin and the offshore
electricity generation and move to more renewables. Th¥ictorian Otway and Gippsland Basins, while, more recently,
long-term supply of gas to South Australia will be critical to coal seam methane production from abundant coal reserves
meeting our greenhouse emission targets while ensuring thisfk Queensland and New South Wales is becoming an
our energy needs to sustain economic growth are met. Wilhcreasingly important source of supply. Based on most
the minister advise the chamber on the important matter adecent reserves information and demand estimates, current

security of gas supplies to South Australia? reserves and resources are considered sufficient to meet
The Hon. R.I. Lucas interjecting: eastern Australia’s demand until the end of the next decade
The PRESIDENT: Order, the Hon. Mr Lucas! at least. However, the coal seam methane industry is relative-

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: On a point of order, sir, the Iy undeveloped, and it is expected that considerable additions
Hon. Rob Lucas continually interjects. | am sick and tired ofto coal seam methane reserves will be made over the next few
having to answer over his voice and to then have him go oufears. Even on conservative estimates of reserve additions,
and misrepresent me. | ask you, sir, whether you could astemand is expected to be met by the eastern Australian
the— supply until at least the second half of the 2020s, after which

The Hon. R.l. Lucas interjecting: the gas supply from the northern Australian basins will need

TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY: Look: he is doing it again. to be considered.
| ask you to enforce standing orders and prevent him from Until now, South Australia has not been actively explored
continually interjecting while | am trying to answer a for coal seam methane reserves; however, petroleum

question. exploration licences have recently been granted over the
TheHon. R.I. Lucas interjecting: Arckaringa Basin in central South Australia with coal seam
The PRESIDENT: If the Hon. Mr Lucas continues to methane being a major focus of the exploration effort. Should

interject, | will name him. this prove successful, the requirement to seek gas supplies

TheHon. |.K. HUNTER: | will start again. | seek leave from the northern Australian basins will be further delayed.
to make a brief explanation before asking the Minister for ~ Another important factor for security of supply is the
Mineral Resource Development a question about the securitgfrastructure which delivers the gas to the market. South
of gas supplies to South Australia. Australia has two major gas transmission pipelines which

TheHon.R.l. Lucas: You have already asked the serve the state. The Moomba to Adelaide pipeline has
question. supplied Cooper Basin gas to South Australia since 1969 and,

TheHon. |.K. HUNTER: | suspect that most members in future, coal seam methane supplies from Queensland will
did not hear the question. be delivered by this pipeline. A joint venture between Epic

Leave granted. Energy and the Australian Pipeline Trust is currently
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assessing a project to connect Queensland coal seam methane. Does he know what has caused the delay in its release?
reserves via a pipeline from Ballera in Queensland to 3. On what basis can the Premier claim 20 000 jobs for
Moomba in South Australia. Since 2004 the SEAGas pipelinghe Olympic Dam project, when BHP Billiton has only ever
has delivered gas from the offshore Victorian Otway Basinclaimed a total of 4 000 direct jobs at an expanded mine
The existence of two independent pipelines and associategberation, which equates to an increase of about 2 250 direct
supply sources means that the security of supply is signifiobs over the level of current employment at the Olympic
cantly increased over the pre-2004 situation. Dam mine?

The Department of Primary Industries and Resources’ 4. Whatis the expected reduction in employment, in both
Petroleum and Geothermal Group has reviewed the gdbe three to four-year construction phase and also in the
supply demand for eastern Australia for the 21 years fronoperations phase, of the BHP Billiton mine expansion, given
January 2007 and has shared this information with théhe new plan to process overseas?

Department for Transport, Energy and Infrastructure (DTEI), 5. Will the South Australian government now explain to
the Department of Trade and Economic Developmenthe parliament the proposed range and cost of public invest-
(DTED), the Electricity Supply Industry Planning Council ment and subsidies that the Premier intends to provide to
(ESIPC), and the MCE-MCMPR (Ministerial Council on BHP Billiton’s mine expansion?
Energy-Ministerial Council on Mineral and Petroleum TheHon.P.HOLLOWAY (Minister for Mineral
Resources) Joint Working Group, which is now assessinfresources Development): There is a lot of information
Australia’s national natural gas supply in the context ofwithin the honourable member’s question, although most of
forecasting domestic natural gas demand and liquid naturélis not correct. For example, to answer the last bit about the
gas exports. In conclusion, the honourable member can tgovernment providing subsidies, the government has made
assured that secure supplies of natural gas will be a majelear that we are not providing subsidies to BHP. What the
contributor to South Australia’s energy mix for some time toPremier was saying was that we will need to provide
come. hundreds of millions of dollars in infrastructure which, of
course, would be associated with it. They are not subsidies
OLYMPIC DAM to BHP. If you build a school or roads or hospitals or other
facilities that states provide, it is not correct to say that that

TheHon. M. PARNELL: | seek leave to make a brief is a subsidy to a company; rather it is facilitating develop-
explanation before asking the Minister for Mineral Resourcesnent, in the same way we would with any other company,
Development a question about the proposed Olympic Darwhether it is BHP or anybody else. If we build roads for
expansion. people to use and provide schools and hospitals and the like,

Leave granted. that is the state performing its duties. It is not subsidising

TheHon. M. PARNEL L : Despite a draft environmental particular companies for whom people in that area might
impact statement for the proposed Olympic Dam minevork.
expansion being circulated for comment through relevant The honourable member also asked questions about the
government agencies in May and June this year, the EIS h&gvironmental impact statement. | would have thought that,
still not been formally released. In fact, it appears that theather than expecting the environmental impact statement to
company will not be releasing the EIS for another sixbe hurried up, the honourable member would prefer that job
months—certainly not until after the federal election is calledto be a thorough one. | would have thought he would want
On Thursday last week it was revealed that BHP Billiton isBHP Billiton to do a thorough job and consider all necessary
seriously considering an option to export all new orefactors in the preparation of that environmental impact
production from the planned expansion of Olympic Dam asstatement. One of the reasons why it has been delayed is that
a copper concentrate instead of smelting the uranium-bearirBHP is still going through the scoping of its project and, of
copper on site to produce copper product. One theory for theourse, it needs to answer a number of key questions before
six-month delay in the release of the EIS is that it does nothat work can actually be done.
in fact, focus on this new overseas processing option. The honourable member himself referred to what he

Despite the likely significant reduction in local employ- described as an option B, which was BHP looking at doing

ment from the overseas processing option, on FIVEaa tw§0Mme processing of ore overseas. As he himself indicated, the
days ago the Premier stated: Premier has made clear what the view of this government is;

There are $34 billion worth of projects on the boil in South that is, we do not believe that South Australia should be seen
Australia at the moment. So, there is actually a queue of pro@S @ quarry. The federal government has also, | understand,
jects . . the biggest one is the Olympic Dam expansion, which seemgiade clear that we do not believe it to be in the interests of
to be getting bigger and bigger and bigger, and that's going to behjs state, or of this nation, that BHP should seek to shift that
about 20 000 jobs. processing offshore. Nevertheless, BHP is entitled to work
Yet BHP Billiton only ever talks about 2 000 to 3 000 through its options as it sees them before it comes up with a
additional direct jobs being created by the expansion. Alsoproposal for government. In fact, part of the honourable
the Premier’s press release of Thursday 12 July 2007 entitladember’s question was asking what that would do in relation
‘BHP Billiton’s "China option" is not South Australia’s to reduced jobs and the like. At this stage, as | understand it,
option’ stated: BHP is simply considering options.

BHP Billiton is expecting the South Australian governmentto ~ We and the commonwealth government have made our
invest hundreds of millions of dollars into this mine through the views known about what we think of those options. As | said,
provision of infrastructure and services. It will require more roadsyyhile BHP is entitled to look at all the particular options
schools, health services, policing and so on. available to it in its internal studies, one should not draw the
My gquestions are: conclusion that, at the end of the day, that is what will

1. Does the minister know when the draft EIS for thenecessarily be the case when this process is finished. Indeed,
Olympic Dam expansion will be released? as the Premier has made clear, it is not something that we will
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idly stand by and accept. The environmental impact statememthich is currently available on the council, and, in terms of
that BHP is undertaking is a massive exercise, as is thismuneration, and so on, it would operate pretty much in the
whole project. It is not surprising that it will take a significant same way.
time. | do not have a recent update as to when that would be We initially looked at perhaps setting up one panel. As |
expected. | will take that part of the question on notice andsaid, it would only deal with clearance functions: it would not
check to see whether we have the latest update on that timingave to become bogged down with broader policy issues.
However, | would much prefer that BHP took a little Also, it would have to focus only on the more complex
longer and got that right, rather than our having to go backlearance assessment issues rather than a whole range of
to it through agencies seeking to have some of that workoutine things. So, it is a way of expediting clearance
redone. From my perspective, | would rather it do it thor-applications. As | said, the membership of the panel would
oughly and get it right the first time—and | have no reasorbe very similar to the constitution of the council. Initially, we
to think that will not be the case. | think that has coveredare looking at setting up one panel. We would monitor that
most of the factors raised by the honourable member. Thand, if it was assessed that we needed more, we would look
honourable member also talked about the number of availabla the future at the possibility of setting up more than one. So,
jobs. The government has made it clear that it believes thate would adjust that on an as needs basis.
there would be 4 000 permanent operation jobs at Olympic
Dam and 20 000 indirect jobs as a result of this development. The Hon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER: Sir, | have a
supplementary question. If this is purely an announcement of
NATIVE VEGETATION COUNCIL some plan into the future, when will the minister be able to

provide us with some details about the make-up and structure
TheHon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER: | seek leave to  of this new panel?

make a brief explanation before asking the Minister for TheHon. G.E. GAGO: In the fullness of time.
Environment and Conservation a question about the Native
Vegetation Council. TheHon. M. PARNELL: Sir, | also have a supplemen-
Leave granted. tary question. If | understood the minister’s initial response
TheHon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER: Yesterday the accurately, she is proposing to delegate to local government
minister made a ministerial statement (thinly disguised as agome clearance controls. When will more detail be available
answer to a question by the Hon. Mr Finnigan) whichabout that proposal?
significantly changes the operations of the Native Vegetation The Hon. G.E. GAGO: Yes, that is correct. Currently,
Council. The minister said: local councils have part responsibility for processing
I intend to separate policy from decision making by asking theapplications for household properties. There is a process
council to establish an expert based assessment panel and to deleggifereby they can refer those proposals to the Native
Its clearance assessment powers to that panel. Vegetation Council for consideration. My advice is that the
My questions are: Native Vegetation Council does not have authority to impose
1. What individual expertise will this new assessmentan outcome on a local council but can make recommendations
panel be expected to have; and who will decide who is on thifor consideration. So, often the processes can be protracted
panel? through that involvement. Local councils already have some
2. Will guidelines for the expertise required be published;authority around this area of responsibility. We are saying
if so, by way of amendment to the act or by regulation?  that, where those local councils are willing, we will extend
3. What stakeholders will be represented on that panel delegation so that they can proceed to make those assess-
For instance, will there be nominees from the South Ausments in a more timely fashion.
tralian Farmers Federation, the CFS or the Conservation

Council; and, again, who will make those decisions? ALCOHOL CONSUMPTION
4. Will the members of this new assessment panel be
remunerated? TheHon. B.V. FINNIGAN: | seek leave to make a brief

TheHon. G.E. GAGO (Minister for Environmentand  explanation before asking the Minister for Mental Health and
Conservation): In response to a number of concerns thatSubstance Abuse a question about the responsible consump-
were raised in relation to the way in which the counciltion of alcohol.
operates, we agreed to review the native vegetation legisla- Leave granted.
tion in a timely way. | proposed changes that, | believe, not TheHon. B.V. FINNIGAN: The National Alcohol
only uphold the integrity of the legislation but also improve Strategy, to which the South Australian government has
the operations of the legislation. One of the concerns whiclkommitted, outlines priority areas for coordinated action to
was raised related to the rate at which clearances werevelop drinking cultures that support a reduction in alcohol-
processed. It was a view that this could be done in a moreelated harm in Australia. The strategy aims to include
expedient way by increasing the delegations to local councilenhancing public safety and amenity at times and in places
for simple, uncomplicated clearances. We are looking atvhere alcohol is consumed and facilitating safer and healthier
changes around that, as well as streamlining the processesdstnking cultures. Will the minister update the council on
the council itself. moves to promote the responsible consumption of alcohol in

As outlined, one of the suggestions was to split the policyour society?
and clearance assessment functions of the council itself. The TheHon. G.E. GAGO (Minister for Mental Health and
specific details of that have not been completed. We are stiubstance Abuse): This government has many initiatives in
obviously consulting and considering the details, so it has ngtlace to deal with the responsible consumption of alcohol.
all been signed off as yet. However, | had intended that iDbviously, our peak body in this area is Drug and Alcohol
would operate pretty much in the same way as it currenthBervices SA, and its work in educating the community
does. So, in terms of expertise, it would be similar to thathrough national campaigns such as Drug Action Week and
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local counselling services is exemplary. In fact, thanks to thevas in excess of $3 000. The young man went to the police
work of DASSA, this state has become a leader in educatingtation, made a report and drew a diagram for the police
young women and expectant mothers on the dangers officer at the desk. He was told that, from the police officer’s
drinking when pregnant and the foetal alcohol spectrum ohssessment, he was at no fault with the accident. The young
disorders to which problem drinking can lead. man then pursued an insurance claim against the person who

In the APY lands we are in the process of building ahad caused the accident and has since been told that, because
substance abuse facility that is specifically tailored tdhe police did not attend and there is no police assessment of
addressing the needs of the local Anangu on a culturallwho was in the wrong, the insurance company now refuses
appropriate basis, utilising traditional malpas (friends) ando pay out the claim. This young man and his wife are a
ngankaris to help treat drinking problems. This approach isnatter of days away from having their first child and have
also used in Adelaide in a number of our mainstream hospitddeen without a car now for about three weeks. It does not
facilities. look like that car is going to be repaired by the insurance

There are other initiatives that are being driven fromcompany. My questions are:
within local communities that deserve recognition. | am 1. How are police required to assess whether or not they
pleased to report that a milestone has been reached receraligend a road accident when requested?
in the state’s Good Sports program which taps into the vital 2. Is it a requirement for police to attend a road accident
role of sporting clubs in promoting healthy lifestyles and theif the damage to one car is estimated to be over $1 000?
responsible use of alcohol. Good Sports consists of a three- 3. When police do not attend, is the police officer to
stage accreditation framework that challenges community angthom the report is made able to provide a written statement
club culture around excessive alcohol consumption, undeto allow the victim to use that statement for the purpose of an
age drinking and drink-driving, enforcing the responsibleinsurance claim?
service of alcohol. The program also encourages clubs to go 4. Ifthatis not possible, what remedy could be offered by
smoke free, as well. The program was developed by thpolice to protect innocent victims of road accidents against
Australian Drug Foundation in 2000, and it is operated innsurance companies refusing to pay out on legitimate
South Australia by DASSA with additional funding provided claims?
through sponsorship by the RAA and the Motor Accident TheHon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Police): |
Commission. Around the state some 250 sporting clubs havgispect that the issue here is really insurance companies
signed up for this program, but recently the 100th regionafefusing to pay. | know it is the practice of some insurance
club signed up, and | would like to personally acknowledgecompanies to just refuse to pay out on anything (whether it
the Booleroo, Melrose, Wilmington (Lions) Football Club for is home, or anything) until they are pushed. Sadly, that is
joining the program. It is certainly great to have it on board.sometimes the policy of these companies—or so | have heard.

In 2006, 30.6 per cent of people aged 18 years and oversuspect that, regardless, it really is up to the insurance
reported usually drinking at risky or high-risk levels for short-company to do a proper assessment. | suspect that they are
term harm, so members can imagine the value of getting theluffing in relation to this matter. Unfortunately, these really
safe drinking message into football and netball clubs whiclre civil issues. | think the commonwealth government has
are, quite literally, the most important social activity for manyan insurance industry Ombudsman, which for these people
local youths, particularly in regional South Australia. might well be an option worth pursuing. This is a matter more
Families drive in from around the district to play and oftenfor insurance companies rather than—
stay for dinner and drinks after the game, so it is an ideal TheHon. J.SL. Dawkins: That's the Ombudsman of the
place to get the message across to the whole family. insurance industry?

Recent data from 88 Good Sports clubs in Victoria, TheHon.P.HOLLOWAY: Yes, of the insurance
Tasmania and South Australia were collated and compardgdustry, and | suspect that that is probably where that would
with data collected from non-Good Sports football clubs. Thede better directed, rather than the police. My understanding
study found that, on average, patrons of Good Sports clutgf the attitude of police is that, unless minor accidents are
that had progressed through to the second and third levels gfusing traffic congestion, or unless somebody is injured, and
the program drink at a less risky level than people from nondepending on other priorities, of course, the police may not
member clubs. That is good news for everyone involved. | anttend, particularly if they have other high priorities. So, | do
glad to be working in partnership with my colleague, thenot think that it should be automatic that every time two cars
Minister for Sport, Recreation and Racing, Michael Wright,collide the police will necessarily attend. It is not the job of
on this issue. | wish the Booleroo, Melrose, Wilmington police to act as umpires or conciliators in relation to what are
Football Club all the best in spreading the safe drinkingessentially civil matters between people who have an
message. accident. As | said, unless somebody is injured or there is

traffic congestion as a result of the accident, it may not be
POLICE ATTENDANCE necessary for police to attend. | will take the question on
notice and get some more detail from the police as to what,

TheHon. A.M. BRESSINGTON: | seek leave to make in broad terms, their instructions are.

a brief explanation before asking the Minister for Police a | will make a comment. | think part of the question
guestion about police attendance at road accidents. suggested that one of the police officers had, on the basis of

Leave granted. one person coming in and drawing a diagram, deemed that

TheHon. A.M. BRESSINGTON: | was approached by the person was not at fault. | would be surprised if police
a young man from the community who, a couple of weekfficers did that because, when an accident is reported, a road
ago, had a road accident where he was not at fault. At theaffic section assesses it and, if a person is considered to
time of the accident he rang the police to attend and was toldave caused an accident through bad driving, the police can
by them to ring a tow truck and make a report to a policetake action. It is my understanding that that sort of assessment
station the following day. The cost of repairing the vehicleis done by senior officers through a particular section. | think
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itis highly unlikely that an officer at the front desk of a police Consultation will also occur in relation to the design of the
station—he might have just been giving a sympathetimew facility.
view—would make some throw-away line in relation to the ~ When the forensic proposal was proposed for Oakden,
causation of an accident or that it should be taken necessaripeople howled with discontent. Wherever it has been
as an endorsement. Obviously, both sides of the story woulcbnsidered for the future, again, is never seen as popular;
have to be considered. One would expect that senior officeqgeople do not like it in their backyard. This is a wonderful
would look at the reports from both people involved in theopportunity to build a whole new secure facility. The forensic
accident and then make some determination. facilities, as | have emphasised, will not be part of the prison

In relation to insurance, that should really have nothing tgroject facility but they will be nearby. Of course, we hope
do with it. If the insurance company is due to pay, then itto obtain some cost efficiencies by putting it together as one
should pay. As | said, | can only suggest that perhaps thproposal and putting it out for expressions of interest rather
insurance Ombudsman or someone should be contactetian as separate proposals.
because it certainly does not sound right to me. If the
honourable member would like to provide me with the
details, I will ask the police to look at the case. As | said, it REPLIESTO QUESTIONS
really seems to be more of an insurance industry matter rather NATIVE VEGETATION
than a police matter.

In reply toHon. D.W. RIDGWAY (5 June 2006).

JAMESNASH HOUSE TheHon. G.E. GAGO: | have been advised:
The current Native Vegetation Act regulations do provide for the

. ¢ Clearance of vegetation to expand cemeteries, or provide for other
The H_on. R.D. LAW.SON' | se_el_( leave to make a brief developments, where the vegetation is not seen to be significant, and
explanation before asking the Minister for Mental Health ahere are no other practical alternatives for the development.

question about James Nash House. Local councils may need to consider reasonable alternatives that
Leave granted. avoid the need for further impacts on the significant remnant areas
TheHon. R.D. LAWSON: | refer to the minister's of native vegetation often found in cemeteries. This may require

dav th bii . hip will b lanning for the expansion of cemeteries on previously cleared land,
announcement today that a public-private partnership will bgnich will allow us to preserve as much as we can of our important

established to collocate the government forensic psychiatrigreas of native vegetation.
facility, James Nash House, with the Mobilong prison. The Government is also considering, in consultation with

complex. Members may recall that in 2002 this goVemmenipterested parties, amendments to the Native Vegetation regulations,
' which would bring cemeteries under the general exemption for

announced a public-private partnership to establish & neWfrasirycture in the public interest’ [Regulation 5(1)(d)]. Such an
Adelaide women'’s prison by 2006, a proposal subsequentlyxemption would not give carte blanche to clearance associated with
abandoned. Members will also recall the protests of the cemetery expansion. Provisions would apply as they do for other
member for Florey about the location of a forensic fac”ityclear:_ance associated with infrastructure in the public interest.
within her electorate and the member for Port Adelaide aboutPeciically the:

. . e . . Minister must declare that the cemetery expansion is in the public
the location of a correctional facility at Pelican Point. My  interest: and

questions are: - Native Vegetation Council must be satisfied that:

1. What feasibility study and/or consultation did the - aftertaking into account the need to preserve biodiversity that
government undertake before making the decision to }Qzeéﬂgglseedaﬂ&e for the development is the mast suitable that
collocate James Nash House with the Mobilong prison? - there is no practicable alternative that would involve no

2. Who prepared the study, and when was it received by clearance or the clearance of less native vegetation, or the
the government? clearance of less significant, or more degraded native

. N S vegetation, and
3. Which mental health organisations and clinicians were the clearance is undertaken in accordance with a management

consulted about the desirability of establishing a psychiatric plan that has been approved by the Council that delivers a
facility 100 kilometres away from the major centres of significant environmental benefit offset.
popu|a’[ion, and what response was received from those In addition, the draft amendment provides that the clearance of
ieati i i ion for a cemetery expansion complies with any
organisations and clinicians? native vegetation . . .
- - . del d by the Native Vegetation C I
4. Given the fact that the new facility will not be estab- 911@e!Ines prepared by ine Rative vegetation t-ounct
lished until 2010 and that James Nash House is already ENVIRONMENT AND CONSERVATION BUDGET
stretched over capacity, what action will be taken to accom-
modate the additional inmates between now and 2010? In reply toHon. R.I. LUCAS (26 September 2006).
L TheHon. G.E. GAGO: | have been advised:
TheHon. G.E. GAGO (Minister for Mental Health and ] In 2006-07 there will be an anticipated 1946 FTEs across the
Substance Abuse): | thank the honourable member for his Environment and Conservation Portfolio. This is 25 more FTEs in
important questions. Combining the PPP with the prisor2005-06. Given that funding positions are derived from annual

facilities and the secure facilities proposal is a wonderfullocations by the State Government for ongoing programs; from
-annual allocations by the State Government for defined term

opportunity for forensic services. Basma}lly, the new fo,rens'cprojects; and from external funding sources that vary from year to
mental health centre will be included in the new prison'syear, it is not possible to accurately project staffing levels within the
secure facilities public-private partnership expressions ofortfolio over the next four years.

interest process. The final decision on all aspects of that
process will be made following the expressions of interest NATIONAL PARKS, BOUNDARY FENCES

and request for proposal phases of the project. Those details |n reply toHon. D.W. RIDGWAY (20 February).

will be considered as part of that process. Consultation with  TheHon. G.E. GAGO: | have been advised:

staff has commenced. We will involve staff in consultation Where a boundary fence is required for a specific reserve

; ; I anagement purpose, the Government, through the Department for
in relation to transition arrangements. We have four yearg]nvironment and Heritage (DEH), will contribute to the cost of

lead-up time, so that will be ample opportunity to work poundary fences. Reserve management purposes’ allows discretion
through those details, and consultation will occur therefor co-operative arrangements between landholders and the
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department, for instance, where a substantial firebreak is constructed Industry bodies have commented that PIRSA is screaming
_and maintained on a landholder’s property, or where the fence lingyt for more staff to deal with indigenous land use agree-
is located to the Department's advantage. ents, process applications and, most importantly, provide

Where DEH requires a fence of a standard greater than th . . . X ! : .
required by the adjoining landowner, it will contribute to boundary 9&neral information and build relationships with private

fencing on a negotiated basis. investors: activities that have been stimulated by interest in
In all instances, contributions are negotiated on a case-by-caghe mining sector. Whilst the government attempts to fast
basis and are one-off arrangements only. track mineral exploration licences, it has not accounted for

additional resources needed to support this very important
MARBLE HILL RESIDENCE program. Rather than surfing the wave of this minerals boom,
In reply toHon. D.W. RIDGWAY (7 December 2006). this government needs to underpin the industry with sound
TheHon. G.E. GAGO: | have been advised: administrative processes in order to bring more projects to
1. Expressions of Interest have been sought to encourage thiguition.
widest range of innovative proposals for the future management of ¢ jg interesting to note that, when the Australian Labor

Marble Hill that will provide for continuing public access, while f : . :
conserving the heritage significance of the site. All options for thd&rty overturned its three mines policy, Premier Rann spoke

site will be considered, including adaptive re-use. While sale of thé@bout the hundreds of applications it had in place for uranium
site is not the objective, it will be considered, should the mostexploration in South Australia and in fact said there were 100

OutgtaanhiggMp;?bplgsﬁllIbseitgéil:%(:] Cg\rg\?vlr? |(;fntgea%r§?ﬁ£}i e of Ianclin the queue. It is interesting to note that the queue has
under theCrown Lands Act 1929 is not privatis’ation. There are no diminished rapidly since he made that statement. | suspe.ct
Government employees working at Marble Hill. there were never hundreds in the queue. | know there is
significant interest and activity in South Australia, but |

RECYCLING believe the Premier was overstating the number of mineral

and uranium exploration licences we had.
South Australia’s booming minerals industry has not been
mirrored in the state budget, which is needed to support its
A\‘ast-paced growth. This council would already be aware of

In reply toHon. D.W. RIDGWAY (29 March).

TheHon. G.E. GAGO: | have been advised:

1. The guide is available electronically on the Zero Waste S
web site—it can been downloaded from

www.zerowaste.sa.gov.au/retail_industry/index.php. the breakdown of government spending on the PACE
A limited number of hard copies have been printed and are beingrogram (the plan for accelerating exploration), which shows

distributed to retail industry groups. that annual average funding has been cut from $5.6 million
2. Yes. ayear to $3.5 million. Minister Holloway is always quick to

boast in this chamber of the $233.2 million of private
spending on minerals exploration, but he is very slow to
invest himself.

When the government quotes these figures on exploration
in South Australia, often through a dorothy dix question from
one of the backbench members opposite, the vast majority is

APPROPRIATION BILL not occurring on what we would call greenfield exploration,

) ) . thatis, on new sites, in new areas and new exploration where
Adjourned debate on second reading (resumed on motione have not drilled before. However, it is happening in places
(Continued from page 513.) like Olympic Dam, where a lot of drilling has to be done in

) the pre-feasibility for the mine expansion. While it is
_ TheHon. D.W. RIDGWAY (Leader of the Opposi-  exploring an existing resource, it is always quoted to make
tion): | will continue the remarks that | was making before jt 5ound like it is new exploration on a new frontier and on
lunch and pay attention to matters under my responsibility 8§ ney mining lease. In terms of capital investment under
shadow minister for mineral resources development. TNB|RSA | there is nothing new in the 2006-07 budget and the
budget for both the minerals program and the petroleunysyernment has underspent by $3.7 million on its capital
program has taken a steep decline over the past two financigh ks program for minerals.
years. The minerals program has been cut by 19 per cent | now turn to the police. A boost to the police workforce
since the 2005-06 budget and the petroleum program by ovgf, means of a maternity relief pool was not delivered in the
50 per cent in the same period. The minerals exploratlmaonCe budget. This was hoped for by many within the
target has been described as follows in the State Strategyapartment and SAPOL. Whilst the decision to back-fill and

Plan: relieve parental leave positions was an administrative
To make South Australia a favoured minerals investmendecision that lay with the Commissioner, there needs to be a
destination for private investment by 2010. pool of employees available to relieve these positions. Some

With exploration expenditure targeted to almost treble td®25 per cent of our police force now consists of women, and
$100 million by 2007, it is a target that has been wellit saddens me to see that they are not being supported with
achieved. Minerals production is to reach $3 billion by 2020 adequate resources, maternity leave and back-filling of those
with a further $1 billion worth of minerals processing by that positions. When a police officer takes leave to have a family,
time, according to the State Strategic Plan. For the mininghey often leave the community in which they were operating
sector, which is so important to the government and i®ne or more police officers short.

expecting to grant more licences for minerals exploration, Itis also rumoured, by police sector sources, that already
adequate staffing has not been made available througtfficers will need to be taken off the beat to cover the 40
PIRSA, and a $5.2 million cut in spending on the mineralsadministrative staff positions that will be cut as part of the
program since the 2005-06 financial year poses significar@epartment of Justice’s efficiency drive. At a time when we
questions about the seriousness of this government'’s targgtiould be replenishing our police force with younger staff,
to increase mineral investment in South Australia. this government has not made allowances for extra staff to
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cover these positions or to cover new mothers. There is nGommissioner may be redirecting resources from somewhere
incentive, under this government, for SAPOL to recruit moreelse in SAPOL to increase those numbers.

female officers as the lack of human resources will only  Outlaw motorcycle gangs are having a major impact on

create more of a strain when parental leave needs to hRe safety of our community. We need only look at the recent

covered. events in Light Square and the bungle with the stolen files to
According to the SAPOL annual report, some 41.56 pekee that this is a problem which is in dire need of additional

cent, or 2 258 members, of the South Australian police forceesources to tackle it.

are aged between 40 and 54 years. This means that a signifi- \y/a saw on th@oday Tonight program the report that the

cant segment of the police force will retire over the next 10,5 Wijis Police Station on Bridge Road, which was closed
%/hears. l(.)nl); 33 per cent, (()jr g I|tttle undzeor 1 8d()%zfnembers_l,_r(])l§] January of this year, was not properly secured and was
1€ police force areé aged between 20 and 54 years. 1Nig,,qeqyently badly vandalised and had furniture stolen. It
highlights the fact that the South Australian police force is iy a5 5154 reported that files and notes to the Commissioner
urge dnt r;eed of reFI?nlshment W'tg younrg];erlsta;ﬁ.?nd In ur?e ere stolen from the office and later found scattered around
neea or a complete review and overnaul oF IS recrulingy e g pyrh, | note that the police put on the record that the

plrlogra;_m. ?n% 12 per iirgoOf SAPOL's flrsttyeﬁw b”dgte.tnormal procedure for decommissioning a police station is for
allocation for the Recru program was actually Spent Iy q |5c4| police officers to remove all the operational files,

the 2006-07 financial period. The minister chooses to put thi te minister failed to confirm the report that the files and
down to rescheduling of the program budget, but the fact iy o5 had in fact been stolen from the premises. He also

that more police are needed on the beat sooner rather thf’aﬂled to justify why the complaints of local residents about

Iatgl_r.h t h ianificantl d ¢ .tvandalism of the property had been ignored for some time
1€ government has signincantly underspent on 1t$,atqre any action was taken. In fact, | was advised that some
promise for equipment and buildings to resource the add't'orEommunity members—when the vandals were in the
al offlfgers; It i|1as r_n%rell\);l Catmid. tthe funtds forward into th,?premises doing the damage—actually rang the closest police
new financial period. Most of 1t IS not New MONey, JUSt giation put, unfortunately, police officers did not attend.

romises on which this government has yet to deliver. o ) .
IF\)/IeanWhiIe SAPOL’s recrgitment program gas had dwin- These sorts of incidents, along with the unfortunate time

dling success, with over 10 per cent of the British officersWhen ayoung poI_ice officer took some road spikes outofthe
inack seat of a police car on attending an event in the western
began in 2005. Minister Holloway’s promise to increaseSUb“rbs and then unfortunately left those spikes out of the

police numbers by 400 officers over the next four yearsvehide when they drove off and they then fell into the hands

along with additional British recruits, will not improve the Of_ someone in the community whom the police would not
bottom line of operational police officers. In fact, when youW|sh to have them, actually demonstrates to me that the South

analyse the number of police officers over the age of 40 anQustralian police are under-resourced, that they are almost,

the number likely to retire in the next 10 years, this figure is youl like, undlf_r pre_sstu:(e, ar_;_(qu that the mlc()_rale IS Stl.mh tha(:
unlikely to cover the natural attrition rate, let alone boost stafP€OP'€ aré maxing mistakes. 1ney aré working overtime an
know that a lot of police officers do not get the meal breaks

levels. hat th itled to have without bei d, b
It is interesting that in the Performance Commentary oj at they are entitied to have without being contacted, but

page 4.25 of Budget Paper 4, Volume 1 it notes that there h gey have to have their radios switched on while they are on

been a significant increase in the detection of clandestin@€a breaolrz. ! _thinl;]the oplegatio'?ak: rules sa;ly thatif they are
drug laboratories, yet the funding for this program has bee terrupted during the meal break they can then recommence

cut by $2.8 million and, in the estimates committees, thé' '€l Mmeal break, but that appears not to happen. | think it is
Police Commissioner confirmed that South Australia hadli9h time that this government actually resourced our South
experienced an increase in clandestine laboratories for tgHStralian police force to a higher level and to the standards

manufacture of amphetamines and methamphetamines. d fm the communlty would wish to have.
we have had increased detection and an increased incidence That basically concludes my remarks. It has been clearly
of these particular laboratories, yet the program has been cdgmonstrated that this is a budget that has been somewhat of
by $2.8 million. It simply does not stack up or make sensea disappointment to the community—a budget, again, thatis
SAPOL has identified a raft of legislative changesall talk and no action. | am sure the level of disappointment
required to tackle the issue of outlaw motorcycle gangsin this budget will continue to grow within the community.
which contribute significantly to the illegal drug problem in | do have a number of questions that I would like to read onto
this state. Interestingly, it was in 2001—before this governthe record in the hope of trying to get some answers from the
ment was in power—that then leader of the opposition Ranfninister, perhaps next sitting week, if that is possible; if not,
unofficially declared war on the bikies. More than one wholePerhaps during the break he can get back to me with some
term later this government is only now starting to considetvritten replies. I will do this as quickly as possible.
legislative changes to take some sort of action against outlaw 1. | refer to 2005-06 actual figure for the total works in
motorcycle gangs—another classic example of this goverrprogress in the investing payments summary on page 5.11 of
ment being all talk and no action. Budget Paper 4, Volume 2. | note that the budget for total
The Commissioner further stated that, with Operationvorks in progress for the 2005-06 financial year was
Avatar, SAPOL was looking to upgrade the number of staff63.247 million and the actual amount spent was only
targeting bikies; however, when asked whether there wa$1.793 million. Why has this underspend occurred? Will the
anything in the budget to specifically deal with the bikies, theminister clarify whether the $1.454 million underspend was
minister was quite confident that there was not. Itis interestrolled into the 2006-07 financial year? Will the minister
ing to note that, from the question | asked of the ministerconfirm that the 2006-07 budget figure of $4.724 million is
today, it appears there was no actual budget allocation fanclusive of all moneys which would have been spent in this
extra staff for Operation Avatar, yet it appears that theperiod, irrespective of last year’s underspend?
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2. | refer to the net cost of the minerals subprogram orexpenditure of $8.9 million from the 2006-07 budget period
page 5.13 of this year's Budget Paper 4, Volume 2. | note thab the 2007-08 budget period. Will the minister please explain
the actual figure for the 2005-06 financial year waswhat additional supplies and services in the 2006-07 period
$21.092 million, when the budgeted amount for the progranthis $8.9 million accounts for?
was $18.595 million. Can the minister explain the reasons for 10. | refer to the ‘other expenses’ line in the summary
this $2.497 million blow-out? Which programs and servicesncome statement for SAPOL's crime prevention program,
under PIRSA were cut as a result of this above-mentioneBudget Paper 4, Volume 1, page 4.22. The other expenses
overspend? associated with running this program have increased by

3. | refer to the net cost of the minerals subprogram or$3.3 million from the 2006-07 budget period to the 2007-08
page 5.13 of this year's Budget Paper 4, Volume 2. | note thdtudget period. Will the minister please explain what addition-
the estimated result for the 2006-07 financial year isal supplies and services in the 2006-07 period this
$17.793 million, when the budgeted amount for this progran$3.3 million accounts for?
was actually $17.254 million. Can the minister please explain  11. | now refer to the net cost of the summary income
the reasons for this $539 000 estimated overspend? Whichatement for SAPOL’s crime prevention program, Budget
programs and services under PIRSA were cut as a result 8aper 4, Volume 1, page 4.22. The net cost of providing
the above-mentioned overspend? services for this program shows an increase in expenditure

4. | refer to the performance commentary for theof $7.2 million from the 2006-07 budget period to the
Planning SA subprogram, page 5.16, Budget Paper £007-08 budget period. Will the minister please explain what
Volume 2. Specifically, | refer to the completion of the additional supplies and services in the 2007-08 period this
Development (Panels) Amendment Act2006 in$7.2 million will account for?

January 2007. One of the objectives of this bill was to 12. | refer to the ‘other expenses’ line in the summary
provide greater policy, procedural and timeliness certainty fomcome statement for SAPOL's road safety program in
community and applicants. My question to the Minister forBudget Paper 4, Volume 1, page 4.27. Again, the other
Urban Development and Planning is: what additionalexpenses associated with running this program have increased
resources have been allocated in the budget to cope with thy $1.13 million from the 2006-07 budget period to the
growing number of development applications caused by thi2007-08 period. Will the minister please explain what
state’s booming economy? additional supplies and services in the current budget period

5. | refer to the new work on the unregistered andof 2007-2008 that $1.13 million accounts for?
uninsured vehicles initiative as budgeted for in the investing 13. | refer to the ‘other expenses’ line in the summary
payments summary on page 4.18, Budget Paper 4, Volume ihcome statement for SAPOL's Criminal Justice Services
Will the minister provide details on how the initiative will Program in Budget Paper 4, Volume 1, page 4.33. The other
improve efficiency in managing unregistered and uninsure@xpenses associated with running this program have increased
vehicles? Further, what external advice and consultation hdsy $1.25 million from the 2006-07 budget period to the
the minister engaged on what software will be used t®007-08 period. Will the minister please explain what
improve the management of these vehicles; and will thedditional supplies and services in the 2007-08 period this
minister provide a budget breakdown of all costs associate$i1.25 million accounts for?
with the new work? 14. 1 now refer to the net cost of the summary income

6. | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 1, page 4.47. In thestatement for SAPOL’s Criminal Justice Services program,
SAPOL administered items, the cash inflows show thaBudget Paper 4, Volume 1, page 4.33. The net cost for
$3.7 million was budgeted to be received in the 2006-07 yegproviding this service program shows an increased expendi-
from the victims of crime levy, but there was a shortfall of ture of $3.4 million from the 2006-07 budget period to the
over $1 million and only $2.611 million was collected. They 2007-08 period. Will the minister please explain what
also show that $5.925 million is budgeted for collection inadditional supplies and services in the 2007-08 period this
2007-08. What is the reason for the fall? What is the basis fo83.4 million accounts for?
budgeting for the doubling of this figure (to $5.925 million)  15. | now refer to the ‘other expenses’ line in the income
in 2007-087? statement for South Australia Police in Budget Paper 4,

7. This question concerns SAPOL, the counter-terrorisnvolume 1, page 4.36. The other expenses have increased by
and state disaster response in Budget Paper 4, Volume 39.8 million from the 2006-07 budget period to the 2007-08
page 4.18. | note in the actual column for the 2005-06 yeabudget period. Will the minister please explain what addition-
that $232 000 was spent. However, no funds have beea supplies and services in the 2007-08 budget period this
allocated for the 2006-07 budget or the 2007-08 budget. Wil$9.8 million increase accounts for?
the minister please explain this cut and, given that it has been 16. | now refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 1, page 4.20
cut, has it now been rolled into another arm of SAPOL? and the performance indicator for the level of community

8. Irefer to the grants and subsidies line of the summargatisfaction with police services. The 2007-08 target for
income statement for the public order program, Budgetommunity satisfaction with police services is listed as being
Paper 4, Volume 1, page 4.19. In the 2006-07 budget, thgreater than 75 per cent. Is the minister satisfied with this
government failed to budget for grants and subsidies. Thiégure, and how is the figure measured? What is the percent-
2006-07 estimated result column reveals that an estimatexye of community satisfaction with police services, given that
$43 000 will be spent for that period. Given that this was noft is only measured as being greater than 75 per cent, and
allocated for, which program was cut to make up the shortfalvhich police activities impact on this result?
and from where was the $43 000 taken? 17. 1 now refer to the net cost of SAPOL's Police Re-

9. I now refer to the South Australia police force public sponse Services Program in Budget Paper 4, Volume 1, page
order program expenditure. | refer to the summary incomd.20. The net cost of providing services for this program
statement, Budget Paper 4, Volume 1, page 4.19. The net cagtows an increase in expenditure of $8.3 million for the
of providing services for this program shows an increase i2006-07 budget period to the 2007-08 period. Will the
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minister please explain what additional supplies and servicegovernment to further strengthen the economy and not only
in the 2007-08 period this $8.3 million accounts for? deliver but exceed the services it promised at the last election,
18. | now refer to the 2007-08 budget estimates of full-whilst maintaining a AAA credit rating.
time equivalents for South Australia Police, Budget Paper 4, The Rann government has a proud history of achievements
Volume 1, page 4.12. How many of the 2006-07 estimate@nd today these achievements will continue: it will continue
result of FTEs and the 2007-08 budgeted result of FTEs wer® deliver for mums, dads, students and the workers of South
or are in operational service (that is, sworn officers of theAustralia; it will continue to deliver a high standard of health,
South Australian police force), and what is the total numbeeducation, law and order, and employment opportunities; and
of South Australia Police employees, including employeedt will continue to provide South Australians with the services
who are job sharing? How many of these estimated FTEs ataey need today, and for their children’s needs in the future.
British police officers recruited under SAPOL's United As with anything in life, a good foundation is what makes
Kingdom recruiting program, and what has been the successhouse, a relationship, a workplace, or a family long lasting
of this campaign in relation to the percentage of Britishand successful. Today’s budget is laying South Australia’s
officers who have resigned since the inception of thdoundation for the future prosperity of our state by providing,
campaign in 20057 over the next four years, $542 million for transport and
19. | now refer to the 2006-07 budget figure of full-time infrastructure, including revitalisation of the rail networks,
equivalents for South Australia Police, Budget Paper 4a significant new road infrastructure, and road safety
Volume 1, page 4.12. How many of these full-time equiva-initiatives; $523 million for a new hospital infrastructure for
lents account for sworn police officers who took leaveprogress on mental health reforms, and to support the
without pay over the 2006-07 financial period? How manydelivery of current health services; $163 million for families
of these full-time equivalents account for sworn policeand communities, for the delivery of disability services, and
officers who were on WorkCover throughout the 2006-07for the care of children in need; $114 million of new commit-
financial period? ments for law and order and community safety; and much
20. | again refer to the 2006-07 budget estimate of full-more.
time equivalents for South Australia Police, Budget Paper 4, The key foundation that will be put in place by this budget
Volume 1, page 4.12. Has a maternity leave pool of employwill enable the state’s health system and standard of living to
ees been included in the 2007-08 budgeted result of full-timprosper. A record extra $640 million was allocated to health
equivalents? If not, how many operational officers will needin the last budget to help ease the growing pressures of our
to be taken off their regular duties in order to backfill andstate’s health system. Today’s budget has taken the boldest
relieve parental leave positions? step in reform that this state has ever seen in its history, and
21. 1 now refer to work in progress on the additional policeLabor has set the foundation for perhaps the most advanced
shop fronts, in the investing payments summary in Budgehospital in the Western world. The $1.7 billion Marjorie
Paper 4, Volume 1, page 4.18. Will the Minister for PoliceJackson-Nelson hospital will replace the ageing Royal
explain why the completion date for this project has beerfdelaide Hospital. It will position South Australia to lead the
extended from June 2007 to June 20082 Of the $450 000 thaation by offering the latest and most comprehensive
has been allocated to be spent on this project in the 2006-G&chnology in health care services. Not only will the Rann
period, it is estimated that only $100 000 will be spent. Cargovernment be providing South Australians with a brand-new
the minister give reasons for this underspend? hospital but it will also be giving our country health services
22. | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 1, page 4.417 an@ much needed lift. More than $100 million will be spent on
the line of fees, fines and penalties. The collection ofcapital works in country hospitals as part of a decade-long
expiation fees in the 2006-07 year is shown as $58 379 000¢form of South Australia’s health system.
and the government proposed to slug motorists an additional Four regional sites have been identified to provide an
$26 million in the 2006-07 year, with budgeted collectionsextensive health care service usually offered only in
to $76 million. What is the reason for this shortfall of almostAdelaide. This major reform of our country health service
$22 million? will enable people to stay within their region to undergo more
That concludes the questions that | would like answeredserious procedures. The four sites of particular interest are
if possible before next week, but, if not, some time during thé/Vhyalla, Port Lincoln, Berri and Mount Gambier. Recently,
debate. With those lengthy remarks, | endorse the Appropri-conducted a street-corner meeting in my duty electorate of
ation Bill to the council. Chaffey. Local residents expressed much concern about the
lack of health services provided in the Riverland community.
TheHon. R.P. WORTLEY: | would like to say thatthe |was pleased—as were the local residents—to inform them
presentation by the Hon. Mr Ridgway was poorly researchedf the proposed budget funding for the Berri Hospital. The
a lacklustre speech and so far from the truth that it defieproposed four sites will provide integrated health services
imagination. However, it is with pleasure that | stand heravhich will offer hospital care and primary health care
today to support this bill, which will account for the appropri- services such as a high—
ation of money from the consolidated account for the TheHon. T.J. Sephensinterjecting:
financial year ending 30 July 2008, and for other purposes. TheHon. R.P. WORTLEY: | know it upsets you. You
As a newly-elected government in 2002, it was essentialvould rather sit and listen to the negativity of the Hon. David
that Labor restore economic and employment growttRidgway than listen to good initiatives to provide for our
opportunities in South Australia; something that was sadlyegional areas. We know and understand that.
lacking for many years prior to that election. A strong Membersinterjecting:
economy has since been delivered year after year, thanks to The PRESIDENT: Order!
the Treasurer in another place, who has handed down the TheHon. R.P. WORTLEY: The proposed four sites will
sixth consecutive surplus budget. The Rann government hasovide integrated health services which will offer hospital
provided six financially responsible budgets, enabling thigare and primary health care services, including a high level
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emergency service, general medicine, palliative careural communities; $4.2 million will be set aside to help
rehabilitation, general surgery, anaesthetics, high dependeestablish 19 marine parks; and $3 million will be invested in
¢y, paediatrics, mental health, obstetrics and much morearrying out detailed environmental impact studies to
Extended services are desperately needed in regional aredstermine the feasibility of a desalination plant. There will
This is where your people should be. Over a whole decadée an injection of an extra $4.7 million to enhance trade
you have neglected the health of your past constituents. schools to prepare the state’s young people for work while
The remoteness of many communities and towns acroghey complete their SA Certificate of Education; and
the state’s wide geographical area presents many significai81.4 million for redevelopments and upgrades in 14 more
health challenges. The ever-increasing demand on our heaklehools and preschools in collaboration with the Australian
care system has resulted in some individual communitiegovernment’s capital grants program.
struggling to deliver viable services. Regional patients should Safety and security for all South Australians remain a high
not be putin a situation where they must leave their familiepriority, with more than $114 million allocated for vital law
and their surrounding communities to receive appropriatand order initiatives. An extra $1.5 million annually will be
medical attention. This budget seeks to rectify the high leveprovided to help promote South Australia nationally and
of regional patients in metropolitan hospitals by providing ainternationally; $1.225 million over four years for the
greater range of medical services in our country areas. Northern Advanced Manufacturing Industry Group to assist
seems inappropriate to be spending approximately 45 per ceintputting skilled workers into the industry; $71 million for
of the public hospital cost on country people in the city. Wethe South Road upgrade program; $124.1 million to begin
need to keep this money in regional communities. This willconstruction of the air warfare destroyer shipbuilding
be achieved only by extending the current medical servicesommon user facility at Techport; $7.3 million to replace and
in regional areas. upgrade ambulance stations, including an allocation of
Hospitals are a core drawcard for any community, and wé&2.3 million for projects in rural areas and $5 million towards
will provide four regional hospitals with extensive health new stations, including prospect, Adelaide and McLaren
services, teachers, doctors and nurses, and businesses ®atk; $11.1 million over four years for the drug testing of
families will follow. The Rann government has set thedrivers program; and $2.37 million to Novita Children’s
benchmark in health spending by committing nearlyService to help hundreds of children who are waiting for
$3.4 billion in operating expenses to the state’s public healtkquipment and communication services.
system over the next 12 months—a record investment for any The Rann government has and will continue to provide
government. This is what governments should do for theiSouth Australians with employment opportunities, a world-
constituents. class health system, a diverse education system and good
While the record health spending has been the core focusconomic times, and we will continue to lead the nation in
of this budget, there are many other significant investmentgackling climate change. We will not, however, do as the
that it will provide. For the third consecutive year, the previous Liberal government did. We will not cut over 500
government will deliver more than $1 billion in total capital teachers and 287 school service officers, as the Liberals did
expenditure. The budget also provides for significanin 1994-95. We will not close over 40 schools, as the Liberals
investment in the transport, energy and infrastructure, justicelid between 1994 and 1997. We will not increase class sizes,
and families and communities portfolios. Importantly, today’sas the Liberals did in 1994. We will not allow police numbers
budget seeks to introduce the biggest reduction in payroll tak reach dangerous lows, as the Liberals did in 1998, when
in South Australia’s history. A payroll tax cut worth only 28 Fort Largs police graduated from the academy. We
$309 million will be rolled out over the next four years. We will not cut the health budget by $70 million, as the Liberal
all remember Mr Peter Vaughan, the Director of Busi-health minister did in 1995-96. We will not promise not to
ness SA, singing accolades to our Treasurer for the magnifsell South Australian assets and services only to sell, sell and
centinitiative taken in this budget. More than 370 000 Souttsell, after we are elected, as the Liberals did with ETSA in
Australians will benefit from the record payroll tax cut. A 1998, along with the TAB, Ports Corporation, SGI€and
further reduction will also come into effect on 1 July 2008, Seaway, Fleet SA and State Print and putting the Modbury
making South Australia equal to Victoria, and equal secondHospital in the hands of a private operator.
lowest in the nation. This is a good news budget; this budget is nothing but
The record payroll tax cuts will make our state moregood news. | know it upsets members of the opposition; they
competitive and, importantly, give more confidence toneed to sit there and be a little bit more creative in their
businesses. South Australia’s excellent economic growthlspeeches and their opposition. | recommend and look forward
along with the budget's record tax cuts, will undoubtedlyto the passing of this bill, as do all South Australians.
make South Australia the place to do business. There is still
more: a tram bridge over South Road, as well as the ongoing TheHon. J.M.A. LENSINK: It gives me great pleasure
projects such as the Port River bridges, the South Roaiw follow the previous speaker who can only, in redemption
tunnels and the Bakewell Bridge. There are new schools anof his utterances and by the smirk on his face, show that
police stations and an upgrade to our aerial firefightingperhaps he does not actually believe all the drivel that he
capability. Mental health will receive a $51 million boost in reads out. | would like to mostly touch on my portfolio areas.
funding. One would wonder, Mr President, whether | wereMy colleague the Hon. David Ridgway has discussed a lot of
speaking about the same budget that the Hon. Mr Ridgwathe general issues in his appropriation speech and some areas
was speaking about. | would say that his research was quitgout which we believe this government has got it wrong.
poor, because the budget contains all of the initiatives that | It is quite unfortunate for Legislative Councillors to not
am mentioning today. be able to participate in the estimates process. | have a
There will be $91 million invested on new technology number of comments which, if | had been a member of one
infrastructure; and $80 million has been allocated to helpfthose committees, could have been opening statements for
address the impacts of drought affected areas on regional atitbse areas, and | have a number of questions which the
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estimates process did not allow time to have included June entitled ‘No news is bad news say conservationists’.
amongst all the other questions. It criticised the Treasurer for not even referring, in his speech,
I will focus, first, on the area of the Status of Women. Theto the environment or to other critical issues such as climate
issue of women on boards and committees was raised duriradfpange or the River Murray.
the estimates process by the member for Bragg. It is not noted We know that when it comes to government policy money
in the budget papers, but we had obtained information undealks, and the Conservation Council has spotted this omission
freedom of information which indicates that this governmeniand drawn our attention to it. Indeed, | asked the minister
has been going backwards on its target. One of the items fronuite recently whether the Conservation Council was, in fact,
the budget papers lists a 2006-07 target of achieving a stroraprrect in its statement, to which she replied, ‘No’. In the
increase in the number of women on South Australiartimes we are facing this is particularly negligent towards
government boards and committees and the number &outh Australians, especially those in country areas who are
women chairing these boards and committees. A letter frorfacing drought conditions and the prospect of vastly reduced
the chair of the Premier’s Council for Women to Premierwater allocations. The Conservation Council gave the
Rann, dated 20 November 2006, stated: government a tick for $4.2 million over four years for what
The overall progress of female appointments has only marginalljt Says is the ‘long overdue establishment of the 19 marine

progressed over the last five months, with July figures at 41.2 pgparks . . we do however havmajor concerns whether this
cent, August 41.71 per cent, September 41.71 per cent, October 4%¢nding will be sufficient . .’

per cent, and November 41.6 per cent. The Department for Environment and Heritage appears,
Itis also concerning that some ministers have a consistentlyrima facie, to have had a significant funding cut—
low ranking in their percentage appointment of women. Theparticularly in the circumstances of increasing demands in
worst offenders on this include the Hon. Carmel Zollo atrelation to environment protection. There were also a number
30.24 per cent, Kevin Foley at 28.7 per cent and Patriclpf issues raised during the estimates process about, again,
Conlon at 24.4 per cent. Itis hard to see how this governmenyildly variable figures in the budget papers. Popular parks
will reach its target to increase the number of women on aland heritage sites have been left out of this government's
state government boards and committees to 50 per cent. priorities and, in some cases, allowed to run down; some
I also found it revealing to compare the actual figures incannot provide the same service levels they did under the
the current budget papers to actuals in the previous budggtberal government.
papers because the figures can vary widely and | assume it Most notable of a number of appalling examples is the Old
is only one means of the government hiding what is reallyadelaide Gaol, which | visited recently with my colleague the
happening in the budget because the estimated results afember for Morphett. We had a tour and were shown some

often fantasy. In the Status of Women portfolio— of the issues there. The gaol is in a neglected condition—
Members interjecting: there is evidence of salt damp and white ant damage—and we
ThePRESIDENT: Order! Perhaps the Hon. Mr Wortley were told that the only means they have of funding any form

and Mr Stephens could go and have a coffee. of upgrade is through either grants (and they have not had one

TheHon. JM.A. LENSINK: The 2006-07 budget papers of those for a very long time) or through the revenue they
show the 2005-06 actual budget coming in at $1.261 millionraise—and the most significant proportion of that is raised
which is over, as cited in the following year’s budget papershrough their overnight stays.
at $1.444 million. That was supposed to increase in 2006-07 We went through the cells, and | must say that it is not the
to $1.522 million, and the estimated result for 2006-07 wasnost salubrious accommodation but it is quite popular.
$1.691 million, so clearly these figures are all over the placedowever, the Old Adelaide Gaol is no longer allowed to do
In the 2007-08 budget the figure is $1.540 million, so | amthat because the government has said that there are occupa-
not sure where the government is planning on chopping thaional health and safety concerns. There are a few, but | do
out, but we will look at next year's budget papers withnot believe they are significant. There are a few tripping
interest. hazards and so forth but, when we went on the tour and had

Members interjecting: described to us which areas the government thought did not

The PRESIDENT: | do not think the Hon. Mr Stephens meet standards, it was quite surprising. So, the first question
is helping his colleague, who is trying to make a speech whiléwould like to put on notice for the government is: who was
he is muttering in the background. responsible for making these assessments and what qualifica-

TheHon. JM.A.LENSINK: Thank you for your tionsdo they have in occupational health and safety to make
protection, sir, but the Hon. Terry Stephens was not disturbthe decision that the Old Adelaide Gaol can no longer take
ing me at all. Overall, when you crunch these numbers yoavernight visitors?
get an increase in two budgets of some 34 per cent, yet the Marble Hill is another case. That has been under a cloud
government intends to bring it back in 2007-08 tosince the government released a call for expressions of
$1.54 million. I am not quite sure how it does its accountingjinterest which included, as an option, its sale and long-term
but it is quite bizarre. lease. The EOI closed on 27 April 2007, but the Friends of

With the women’s safety strategy, the Rann governmenMarble Hill do not know the outcome and, in the meantime,
took a policy to the 2006 election, after previously announthey have not been able to take bookings. A lot of weddings
cing a complete overhaul of the laws in November 2005. Wéave taken place there and, as honourable members would
are rapidly heading towards the winter recess of 2007—uwittknow, they are often booked months or even years in
less than eight sitting weeks to the end of the year—and stikdvance. Marble Hill is no longer able to take those bookings,
nothing. I now turn to the significant area of the environmentand that has resulted in a loss of revenue of some $50 000 so
which is a very broad and diverse area of responsibility. Théar.
government’s budget for the environment is a disappoint- Inrespect of the Morialta Conservation Park, the previous
ment—if you do not believe me just ask the Conservatioriiberal government twice considered purchasing lots which
Council of South Australia, which put out a media release ortame onto the market in 1999 and 2002. Many users of the
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park do not realise that some of the trails they walk on arg@arks; that is, the amount on maintenance and the amount on
actually on private land, and they can do so because of theapital improvements to camping grounds, barbecue and
generosity of the particular private owners who cooperat@icnic facilities and visitor information?
with users of the park. The minister told the parliament in I turn to the issue of Zero Waste. | believe that Zero Waste
guestion time that this government is not interested irmust prove that itis at least as effective as local government
purchasing even a portion of the land so that the park woultlas been in reducing its targets if it is to be taken seriously,
be entirely on public property. because the LGA has stated that the initiatives of local
There are number of programs that have been delayegbvernment off its own bat has resulted in a 50 per cent
within the DEH budget over successive years. We have hagtduction in waste to landfill. Unfortunately, the solid waste
the almost infamous example that has been referred to ilevy and the relationship with local government will suffer
interjections in this place, the ‘No Species Loss’ programas a result of the state government unilaterally doubling the
which features former minister Dorothy Kotz on the website solid waste levy without the agreement of local government,
There are also a number of others, including nature linkand it is merely seen as a cynical cost shifting exercise.
corridors, biological surveys and the Million Trees program.  In Budget Paper 4, Volume 3, page 12.94 regarding Zero
| have already referred to the implementation of theWaste, the description/objective states, ‘To eliminate waste
marine parks—and that has been lamentable. The proposat its consignment to landfill and advance the development
was initiated by the previous Liberal government and ouiof resource recovery and recycling based on an integrated
policy, at the last election, was to have all marine parksstrategy for the state’. Given that statement, can the minister
declared. This government’s most recent timetable is 201@&dvise, since its inception, what contribution to the reduction
In estimates, the member for Hammond raised issues iof waste to landfill has taken place? Given that the construc-
relation to broken promises over branched broom rape, saotion and demolition waste stream is such a significant
will not go into that. contributor to waste, what strategies does Zero Waste have
I now have some questions in relation to heritage issue4o reduce it?
I refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 3, page 12.22, Program 7: | now turn to the EPA section of the environment port-
Heritage Conservation. On page 2.5 of the Budget Statemefalio. The Living Coast strategy, in particular, has suffered
(Budget Paper 3) it states, under the Department of théfom a stalemate within the department, because amendments
Premier and Cabinet: to the Coastal Protection Act are seen by some as controver-
... anadditional $7.1 million has been allocated over four yearsSial. The minister was specifically asked about this issue and
for heritage building upgrades and for health and safety relateghe stated that legislation would be advanced once the marine
improvements. These initiatives will contribute to making the state'parks legislation was passed. So, we look forward to that

mostimportant cultural institutions accessible and to preservingthseing progressed. One of the issues that were revealed
state’s heritage collections. S . - ;
9 through the estimates process is that this government is

My questions are: N _ actually planning for a nuclear waste dump close to Olympic
1. Will this allocation of $7.1 million be provided to pam. While it fought against a sensible proposal of a shared
DEH's Program 7: Heritage Conservation? radioactive site, in a cynical attempt to play on the fear of

2. What is the state government's global budget forsouth Australians, however, it has clearly been in some
maintaining all state heritage places? When was that laglegotiations. | do not think the government was keen to

increased? _reveal the fact that it has a site, and now we know where it
3. Cansites in need of upgrades, such as the Old Adelaige. The EPA is budgeting for an increase in collection from
Gaol, expect to receive any of that funding? fees, fines and penalties by some 65 per cent, so some

4. Regarding Marble Hill, what did the government explanation of that would be appreciated.
anticipate through the expression of interest, and what are the | now turn to the Department of Water, Land, Biodiversity
time frames? and Conservation section of the environment. My first point

5. The Port Augusta courthouse has been sold; does th&in relation to the natural resource management concept,
government also intend to sell the Port Lincoln site? If thisyhich we believe is a good idea but, as always, the devil is
old heritage-listed building is not sold by the asset managen the details. The structure of this new system of integrated
ment group, what opportunity will the government give anatural resource management is somewhat of a hybrid
local community group to upgrade and use it? Can thgovernment agency, which is governed by volunteers. A
minister advise who purchased the whole courthouse at Pofiiinute from the CE of DWLBI, as it is known, to the former

Augusta and what was paid for it? minister for the environment, dated 17 October 2005, which
6. How is local government being supported financiallywas obtained by the Liberal Party under FOI, raised the
to prepare local heritage registers? following as ‘clear areas of risk’:
Regarding Morialta Conservation Park, | refer to Budget . | eyy payers when they see apparent increases in levies on

Paper 4, Volume 3, page 12.13, Program 2: Public Land—ate notices—this can be managed by an appropriate education/com-
Visitor Management. The minister stated in a letter to thenunication programs . prior to and at the time that rate notices are

member for Morialta on the subject of Marble Hill that 'SSued; . . .
- Disenchantment amongst board members, including presiding

Morialta Conservation Park is one of the two most populamempers, if they believe they do not have enough funds to appropri-
metropolitan parks. The budget papers refer to 6.2 milliomately establish their regional NRM board operating frameworks;
annual visits to South Australian parks. Can the minister - Local government continues to weaken their support for new
advise what estimated number of those are to the Morialtdrangements. . .

Conservation Park? Can the minister provide a run-down of he member for Goyder outlined how in his electorate, which
all of the potential options regarding the land adjacent to thés part of the Northern and Yorke NRM Board, the total NRM
park which is currently for sale? Can the minister provide devy collections will increase to some $2.5 million in
full list of visitor numbers to all other major parks? Can the2007-08, which is an increase of 333 per cent and which is
minister provide details of investments being made in albeing borne through the local district councils. The local
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NRM board believes the most equitable method of chargingt a time when we are facing drought conditions and the
would be through a fixed charge levy across the region, bumpacts of climate change, is a complete scandal.
the minister has chosen to ignore that advice. One other area of scandal, in my view, is in relation to the

The communities on Eyre Peninsula share these concerrigental health sector. The government has a nice headline
and the Eyre Peninsula Local Government Associatioumber of $93.5 million. It has adopted what the common-
recently passed a motion to the effect of charging the levy oiealth might have started doing, announcing funding over
a similar basis, which | assume will again be ignored by thdour years. This funding is largely on capital which has
minister. The Eyre Peninsula NRM has a table listing itsalready been announced and, indeed, some of itis a continu-
funding for 2007-08. As a percentage, its funding is derivedition of programs started under the previous Liberal govern-
from the following sources: commonwealth funds, 33 pefment. In terms of the service, it provides funding through
cent; rateable property and water licence holders, 39 per cerfon-recurrent means. Many of the non-government organisa-
and state government, 7 per cent. Given that the boardi¥ns which had to wait until 7 June to find out whether they
operate under state legislation, yet the vast proportion of theWwould continue to receive funding beyond 30 June still do not
funding comes from commonwealth and local governmentteally know what their future is. They have breathed a sigh

derived sources, this makes this hybrid structure even mof relief that NGO funding (which was originally part of the
ungainly. 2005 budget) is being continued, but | do not believe it means

y expansion of those services.

I am told that there are strict protocols for board member&" g oo _
P We on this side of the council believe that this is probably

who wish to make media comment; that is, media release i , ) ;
cannot be issued without being approved by the Strategit!® MOst critical area in the expansion of funding the NGO
Communications Unit of the Department of the Premier angector- We have had the official announcement today from
Cabinet. The concerns that were expressed by that letter froFHe government about James Nash House, South Australia’s
the CEO in 2005, | think, are likely to come to fruition unless orensic ”.“e”ta' heqlth fa(;|I|ty. The govern_m.e.nt finally fessed
the government considers significant reforms. The LiberaylP What it was doing with that. It was initially allocated
Party has been advised that NRM boards will be charged fulFding in the 2005-06 budget, which, effectively, is three
cost recovery for any advice or services that the Departme-dg€ts ago. That cost was estimated then at $16.5 million.
of Water, Land, Biodiversity and Conservation provides to owever, 1n 2006'07. the total COSt. was estlmat_ed at
boards. Will the minister confirm this? If it is to occur, will $16-5 million, and in this recent budget it has been estimated

s : ; ; .at $16.5 million. It will be intriguing, now that it is part of the
h f for th I X
']EO?VTA?;I%S rgggjaert?nseert]ﬂsﬁ?f;;%z é)rr];rg(tegartlcu ar advic PPs for the Mobilong works, to see what has happened to

M I Id live if | did that figure.
y country colleagues would roast me alive it I did not a6 peen back through those budget papers. Funding of

raise the issue of native vegetation, which _has.become an argdnp 000 had been set aside for this project in 2005-06; in
ofconpern for many landholders. Inqeed, in discussions wit 006-07, $1.3 million: and in 2007-08, $1.1 million. M),/
constituents from areas such as Kingston and Cleve, landk estion is: has any of that funding over those three years
holders have become dlsheart_ened with the_proce_ss to SUGRan expended and on what? Given that James Nash House
an extent that they are very cynical and very disappointed that continually under pressure, what is the occupancy rate for

a number of their positive efforts to look after our native j, << Nash House? Will the minister advise about the

vegetation have been taken for granted. _ Glenside overflow beds? | believe that there are some 10 of
The behaviour of some of the department’s officers hashem and that they are continuously full. What are the
led to a number of them almost throwing their hands in theyccupancy rates of those beds? The revision of the Mental
air and saying, ‘We will not try at all’. That goodwill has Health Act is referred to in Budget Paper 4, Volume 2,
been severely damaged by that particular process. The Libelighge 7.16. It states in a dot point that, during 2006-07, the
Party was pleased to assist the government by giving speedision developed a draft new mental health bill. | assume
passage to the Natural Resources Management (Watgiis is the evolution of a report presented to this government
Resources and Other Matters) Bill, and we are hopeful thah April 2005. That is over two years ago now, and we still
this will lead to a simpler and faster processing of applicahave not seen a draft bill. | ask the minister: is this item
tions, as we are told by water licence holders and applicanigorrect—that is, the government has developed a new draft
that South Australia is well behind Victoria and New Southmental health bill—and when will that be released?
Wales in the time it takes to approve new licences and One of the other areas in which | have responsibility is
transfers. substance abuse. Again, for the NGO sector this is a tale of
| refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 1, page 12.49, subwoe. In fact, | think they are probably even worse off. They
program information 1.1, natural resource managemeritave told me that, over several years, they have received only
services. The performance indicators provide the number ghinimal CPI increases, so they have had to dip into other
water licences and water permits processed per annum. Mynds. Some of them are close to closing or have had to cease
guestion is: what benchmarks does the department have @ertain services. In Budget Paper 4, Volume 2, page 7.28,
relation to the time in which they are processed? | assumsubprogram 3.2, Southern Adelaide Health Service, Drug and
that my colleague the Hon. Caroline Schaefer will raise thélcohol Services (DASSA) has two targets listed: one for the
issue of the Great Artesian bores. We understand that naumber of in-patient separations non-hospital; and one for the
funding has been provided in the forward estimates fonumber of outpatient attendances.
controlling those bores, but | will leave that for her to raise, My questions to the minister are: why are the targets for
with her eminent experience. My final comments in relation2007-08 set to show a somewhat static level compared to the
to the environment relate to Waterproofing South Australiaprevious financial year? Does the minister expect greater
which, from the indications in the budget papers, seems tdemand because of the impact of methamphetamine use? As
have slipped down the agenda, with a number of infrastrudhonourable members would know, these users are often more
ture works delayed or not allocated sufficient funding, which,complex to manage and can be quite violent. What are the
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waiting periods for each of the detoxification services, how TheHon. R.I.LUCAS: | rise to support the second
many beds are there in the system and where are thegading of the Appropriation Bill. | congratulate my col-
located? leagues, the Leader of the Opposition in this chamber and the

Another area where the government intends to flog ofEhadow treasurer in another chamber, for their comprehensive
prime real estate is through the drug and alcohol servicesnalysis and treatment of the Appropriation Bill's major
consolidation. | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 2,points. | do not intend to repeat those point by point, but |
page 7.12. The investing payments summary, new work&ill make comment in a number of particular areas. In
carried forward, indicates that some $800 000 has beesummary, the budget has been described (and | think it is
allocated in 2007-08. Last year, under freedom of informadifficult to argue with this) as remaining in deficit on a
tion, the opposition obtained a DASSA brief on this subjectnumber of measures (and | will refer to this in a moment).
which indicates that the government’s preference (of twdrhe debt has increased, the waste has continued and, in
options) is to sell Elura at North Adelaide, Warinilla on particular, sadly, there is no tax relief for families and long-
Osmond Terrace and the Alcohol Unit at Fourth Avenuesuffering taxpayers.
Joslin. The sale of these three sites, as identified by the The issue of the deficit is an interesting one, because it
Brown Falconer feasibility study of May 2005, would yield resulted in the Treasurer in another place losing his cool and
$8.67 million. Does the government have a more recente chair of the committee requiring him to apologise and his
valuation? The feasibility study proposed to fund therefusing. The estimates committee was suspended for a
redevelopment was through a loan. Which agency will bgperiod and then he meekly came back, tail between his legs,
responsible for this loan? Is this another PPP proposal? Orend apologised. | was intrigued by it all, because there are
of the risks identified in the briefing is that the rebuild would many issues where one can argue a case government and
need the support of the local community as well as the locadlternative government, and it is a bit hard to say who is
council. What steps has the government taken to undertakexactly right and who is exactly wrong. | think in politics—
this aspect of its planning process? and, certainly, in budgets—that is always possible. However,

| also have questions in relation to the drug diversiont seemed extraordinary that the particular issue the Treasurer
program. | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 2, page 7.51¢hose to have his argument with was the statement made by
commonwealth funding: revenues from the commonwealththe Leader of the Opposition, and | just want to put it on the
There is a line for police drug diversion. The amount forrecord again. The Leader of the Opposition in another place
2005-06 was budgeted to be $3.5 million, but in 2007-08 isaid something as uninflammatory as the following:
is $25 000. What was the purpose for this funding, and on  the Treasurer claims that he is running a surplus budget. His own
which programs did the state government expend it? Why hasidget paper reveals that. Although that may be so in regards to net
the amount fallen to $25 000? Has a new source of fundingperating surplus, in respect of net lending borrowing and cash
been identified—and, if so, what is it—or will these programiurplus.bf.’lse.s (the other two genuinely recognised measures), the
end? udget is in significant deficit.

| refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 2, page 7.27, Sub:rhe Treasurer said, ‘Madam chair, that is a lie.” | will not go
program 3.2: Southern Adelaide Health Service. There is #rough all the detail, but he was then asked to apologise and
statement that DASSA will receive additional funding to withdraw, and he refused. The Leader of the Opposition
associated with the 2006-07 budget. Was this provided t@as 100 per cent accurate. He was even gracious enough and
DASSA services exclusively, or was any of it distributed tofair enough to say that whilst it might be in surplus—that is,
non-government organisations? Which NGOs receivéhe Treasurer’s claim that on one measure, which is what is
recurrent funding, or are they all on contracts? What factogalled the net operating surplus measure; an accrual account-
is used to determine increases in NGO budgets? Do théf)d measure—on the two other measures (the cash basis and
receive an annual CPl increase, or is some other basis useld® net lending basis) the budget was in significant deficit.
What percentage of drug and alcohol funding in South That was the issue that the Treasurer decided to say was
Australia is provided to NGOs and what percentage ta lie. It would seem that the Treasurer had decided that he
DASSA? What strategies has the government undertaken wanted to either call the Leader of the Opposition a liar, or
assist NGOs with staff recruitment and retention? Can th@epict something he said as a lie and, as soon as he opened
minister confirm that the Drugs Summit funding has concludhis mouth, he proceeded down that fixed path and strategy.
ed, and is she aware of any NGOs that may cease to be viat# | said, he picked the wrong argument because the facts
because of a lack of funding? speak for themselves. The Treasurer was unable, further on,

My final comments relate to smoking targets, and | refetto dispute the point that was made. Indeed, it was made by a
to Budget Paper 4, Volume 2, pages 7.5 and 7.6, targets in tifsevious leader of the opposition in another place as well. It
South Australian Strategic Plan and, specifically, smokings not a new point; it is a point that was made last year as
targets for 15 to 29 year olds. According to the budget papersyell.
the target for 2007-08, at 23.5 per cent, is higher than the Put simply, the budget papers reveal that over the next
2005-06 actual of 23.4 per cent. In addition, the 2006-0Four budgets it will be in deficit by about $1.2 billion. The
estimated result of 24.6 per cent shows that the prevalendederal government reports its budget in cash terms, but the
increased from 2005-06. What is the reason for the increasetate governments report on an accrual basis. They also report
and what measures is the government utilising to attempt ton a cash basis but their preference is the accrual accounting
reach the South Australian Strategic Plan target of reducingnethod. The federal government does not agree with that and
prevalence to 17.9 per cent by 2014? Can the ministet says to just look at the cash to indicate the health of the
confirm whether the government has changed this target?budget.

| support the second reading of the bill, but I would like ~ On the net lending basis (which was the Treasurer’s
to reiterate the comments of many of my colleagues on thipreferred measure of whether the budget was truly in surplus
side of the chamber: we believe that this government has thar deficit when he first came into the Treasury chairin 2002)
wrong priorities, and the sooner it loses office the better. he said, ‘Forget about cash. Forget about net operating
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surpluses. The only real measure of whether a budget is mevenue that it has received. Some would argue that it should
surplus or deficit is something called net lending or netbe more but, at the very least, the commonwealth government
borrowing, and | am going to make sure this budget stays isays, ‘Yes, we are getting a lot more money and, in some
surplus using that particular measure.’ He had to change thaases, previously unexpected revenue inflows, and we believe
because the budget has gone heavily into the red—if you ugbat some of that money should be given back to the long-
that particular measure. suffering taxpayers of the nation.’ | think that is the point that
Over the coming four years, without going into all the the Leader of the Government and the Labor government in
detail, the aggregate of deficits over the four years (it is @eneral miss. Yes; both state and federal governments receive
deficit every year) adds up to over $1 billion—aboutsignificant unexpected flows of income, but only the federal
$1.1 billion or $1.2 billion in terms of deficit. The statement government has actually said, ‘Okay, we will share some of
made by the Leader of the Opposition was accurate. To havtbat dividend with the long-suffering taxpayers.’ Other than
seen such an extraordinary and intemperate response from thbat it has been forced to do in relation to the
Treasurer to that accurate statement by the Leader of thetergovernmental agreement on the GST; the decision in
Opposition did him no credit at all. relation to payroll tax (which we support); and the partial
It is impossible for the government to argue that thisdecision two or three budgets ago in relation to land tax
budget has been built—as was last year’s budget—becausdiich, again, we supported, the state government has not
it is nothing new. It is a bit bigger but the debt levels haveshared the dividend in the areas which hit long-suffering
increased and there are differing views about that. Variougxpayers.
business leaders and business associatioriBrastvertiser On average, the state government has received about
and others have, in the past, supported increasing the stat&S00 million a year in unexpected revenue inflows which has
debt levels as long as they can be used to build importartome from the GST and from property taxes. Rather than
infrastructure for the state. saying, ‘Okay, we will share some of that back with the
The sad thing, from my viewpoint, in this brief summary taxpayers of South Australia’, the government has basically
of the budget, is that, in relation to providing tax relief to said, ‘Thank you very much. We will now spend that money
families and long-suffering taxpayers, it is non-existent.on budget blow-outs, low priority expenditures or a variety
There is some relief for businesses (and we will talk aboubf other areas rather than sharing some of the dividend flow
that in the budget tax bill, which is a separate bill), and thawith the taxpayers.’ | think that is the key weakness because,
is welcome but, as we highlighted in the debate on that, wat a time when relief is not being provided, people—the long-
believe there should have been some increase in the payrslliffering taxpayers—see this government and its ministers
tax threshold to help small and medium-sized businesses. biithely going on wasting money left, right and centre.
looking at the taxes that are whacked on ordinary taxpayers | will not go into detail. | have done it before in relation
and families, there is no relief. There is no relief with stampto opening bridges down in the Treasurer’s own electorate at
duty. There is no relief with motor vehicle taxes and chargesalmost $100 million over the life of the project—and for
whether it be registration or the costs of CTP or licence feeswvhat, we do not know. | have talked about the extension of
There is no relief in relation to the costs of utilities for the trams from the Treasury to the Casino, and now just a bit
older South Australians (a policy that the Liberal Party tookbeyond; the unbudgeted blow-out in the number of public
to the last election), to provide further benefits and concesservants (budgeting for about 2 000 and ending up with
sions to offset the increasing costs of utilities on household2 000 full-time equivalents); blow-outs in the cost of
budgets. There is no relief for first home purchasers. Agairinfrastructure projects, such as the Northern Expressway and
this was a policy the Liberal Party took to the last election tahe South Road projects; and blow-outs in the cost of
say that, in this important area of housing affordability, thenegotiating pay rise settlements.
state can make a contribution by increasing the size of the The most recent matter which outraged South Australians
first home-owners grant or benefit to first home purchasergomes back to the government’s view that, as it relates to
There are ongoing imposts such as the Rann water tax, aitdelf and in particular its own spin doctors, it does not
levies such as catchment and emergency services levies, doelieve that it needs to show any restraint at all. Poked away
a variety of other levies that are imposed on long-sufferingn the Government Gazette of July this year was the informa-
taxpayers. There is no relief right across the board for longtion that the government (the Premier and the Treasurer) had
suffering taxpayers. The point we highlight (and continue tqust approved massive pay increases of up to $26 000 a
highlight) is that this government is the highest taxingyear—and up to 16.8 per cent in one year—for some of its
government in the state’s history. spin doctors. People like Mr Peter Chataway in the Premier’s
Contrary to the statements that were made earlier today lywn office had a $26 000 pay increase—or 16.8 per cent in
the Leader of the Government, this government is drowninghe past year—and is now being paid $180 000. It is my
in cash. This government has almost $4 billion a year morenderstanding that Mr Chataway was previously the Chief of
to spend than the last budget of the Liberal government jus$taff, the most senior position in the office. He has now been
five years ago—an increase of almost 50 per cent in the sizaoved either sideways or downwards to a principal adviser
of the revenue available to the government to spend; yet, theosition, yet he still has a pay increase of $26 000 and, as |
Leader of the Government had the temerity to say that statemderstand it, he is now on leave on this $180 000 salary.
were hard up against it; that it was only the commonwealth There is something wrong with the government’s priorities
that was drowning in money from income and corporate taxwhen hard-working members of parliament, on its own
inflows. backbench, are paid at approximately $120 000 a year, and
It is true to say that the commonwealth government isyet the government believes that a spin doctor in the
getting significant increases in tax revenue, but the bigPremier’s own office is entitled to $180 000 a year after being
difference is that, in recent years (probably in the past threeemoved from the position of Chief of Staff and, as | said,
or four budgets), the commonwealth government has actuallgither moved sideways or downwards to an adviser’s
returned, through income tax cuts, some of that bonuposition. Yet he gets a $26 000 or 16.8 per cent increase.
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There was outrage when members of parliament nationallthe spin doctors in the Premier’'s own office and the salaries
were going to receive a pay increase of just over 6 per centhat are being paid in those areas.’

That pales into insignificance compared to what Mr Rann  There are many more examples like that; | do not want to
pays his own staff within his office. Mr Nick Alexandrides— go through all of them. | gave those brief examples to
a man infamous in the parlla'ment and in this chamber fronmighlight the wrong priorities of this government—the

a number of previous occasions, of which I do not need tqremier and the Treasurer, because they drive the process—
remind members and you, Mr President—had a 16.4 per ceghd the fact that, at the same time, money is being wasted.
pay increase as well, a tidy $22 500. Mr Alexandrides will There is so much need for services, and there is also so much

now earn $160 000 in the Premier’s office. Mr President, yolheed to reduce the tax impost on long-suffering taxpayers.

know Mr Alex_andrl_des, as does everyone else in this counC|_I, The second area to which | want to turn is the estimates
and no-one is going to argue the toss over whether he

. ommittee process. | am aware of the criticisms of the
worth $160 000 a year in terms OT the.output and the Wo”festimates cpommittee process. Nevertheless, | remain a
that he yndertakes in the Premiers office. believer in at least the foundation of the estimates committee
Ms Jil Bottral[—someone with whom you .WOUld be VeY process. | must say that, over the past five or six years, that
familiar, Mr President—had an $11 500 pay increase, or ju{e|ief has been challenged as one sees what | would deem to
on 9 per cent, being paid $141 000. Mr Paul Flanagan had l}, 51y ,ses of the proper functioning of estimates committee
$11 000 pay increase, being paid $138 000; and Ms Ethn&ocesses. One of the weaknesses of the processes is that, as

Lange had an increase of $12 000 or 16.6 per cent in th\‘/?/e have seen, they are controlled by the government; they are

Premier’s office. As | said, when that became public knOW'chaired by government members.

ledge, people were outraged at this government’s priorities Th | inh | K .
and at the fact that the Premier and Treasurer are so tough pn | N€re are aiso some inherent structural weaknesses in
people like the Salvos, where the Premier publicly accusef™S of limiting the time available for key areas, such as the
a senior officer of the Salvation Army of lying on public areas that the shadow attorney-general had to question the

radio, in my view, in a most demeaning performance for fttorney-General on his portfolio. | think there was about a
Prem,ier of the stéte. 45-minute period, 12 minutes of which the Attorney-General

At a time when that is going on and they are cuttingt°°k up in making an introductory statement. One of the

funding to various projects for the Salvation Army, the points that | think could be made by our colleagues in the
; ower house; that is, there is no need, in my view, for a 10 or

priorities of this Premier and his Treasurer are such they Wi|’!L2 . . f L . lai
cut the money for the Salvos and they will cut the money for-2 MinNute opening statement from ministers in refation to
ese portfolio areas. If they want to, they can table a

various other groups in the non-government area that m ot t Perh if th f dio th ldb
colleagues the Hon. Michelle Lensink, the Hon. Anne atement. Fernaps, It they really need to, there could beé some
greement for a heavily truncated three-minute, or maximum

Bressington and others have been highlighting in rece . . X
times, but they are quite happy to give spin doctors in th Ive-minute, introductory statement, and only for the portfolio
! verall, rather than for every particular section, as seemed to

Premier’'s own office $180 000 a year when, as | said, the% th - imat ittee heai
have been removed from the senior position into an adviser's® 1€ CaS€ In Some estimates commitiee hearings.

position within the Premier's office. We have a situation [N my view, itis a disgrace that something as important
where this Premier now has 84 more spin doctors and othés the education portfolio, which is some 25 per cent of the
staff in his ministerial offices than the Liberal governmentstate budget, was hidden away, starting at about 4 o’clock in
had in 2001-02. If you actually removed those, and if youthe afternoon and going through to about 8 oclock at night.
actually just said to Mr Rann and Mr Foley, ‘Look, you only Not so very long ago, when | was minister for education, |
need the number of spin doctors and advisers the forméan recall sitting in the estimates committees from 11 o'clock
government had'—and that was a considerable number, #trough until 10 o’clock at night answering questions from
just over 200, so instead of 300 you have just over 200 spite opposition on the education portfolio. That is what the
doctors and ministerial advisers—we could save $25 millionPortfolio deserves, and that is what ought to be provided for
over four years. under the new arrangements. The fact that we have minister
I say to my colleagues the Hon. Michelle Lensink and then minister Lomax-Smith who is incapable or unwilling
Hon. Anne Bressington that | am sure that both of them coul@xpose herself to extended questioning on her budget is no
come up with a range of opportunities for the non-governexcuse for what is occurring at the moment.
ment organisations in families and communities, mental There should be sustained questioning of the education
health, child protection and drug intervention program areasnd health budgets, as they are the two biggest budget items
If we gave both the Hon. Michelle Lensink and the Hon.in the state’s responsibility. Those ministers should be
Anne Bressington $25 million over four years to spend, | caravailable for questioning for almost a day each in relation to
tell you that we would get more value from decisions thatthose responsibilities. | know that there are some in both
those two members would allocate the money for in thoséouses of parliament who have a view that some Legislative
areas than on 84 extra spin doctors and advisers withi@ouncil members should participate in the House of
ministers’ offices. That is what is wrong with this govern- Assembly process. | have never supported that proposition
ment, and this Premier and the Treasurer. What is also wrorend still do not. | think that the weaknesses of the House of
with this government is that there are not people within theAssembly system and the government control of committees
government caucus prepared to speak up to put pressure and the government chairing of the committees would mean
the leadership of its own government in saying, ‘Enough ighat, even with Legislative Council members, those weak-
enough; we do not want a situation where our Premier imesses would not be removed. We have started that process
calling a senior officer of the Salvation Army a liar at the now with the Budget and Finance Committee, and other
same time as cutting funding to a Salvation Army programoptions are available to this chamber if it so chooses to ensure
We would prefer to provide moneys and funding for thosethat it has an ongoing role in terms of monitoring budget and
important services in those particular areas and cut back dimancial issues.
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Upper houses federally and in other states adopt those | will put a series of questions to the Leader of the
processes. We see in the Budget and Finance CommitteBpvernment. As we sit next week we have, | understand, a
now that it has started its most important work, the firstfull week available to us to complete the program required,
positive examples of reform in this chamber. | know it isincluding the Appropriation Bill, so there should be plenty of
opposed by government members but warmly supported kyme for the government and its advisers to provide answers
everyone other than government members, certainly bgo questions members are putting this week. The first matter
members of the media and | am sure by members of theraise is in relation to the PPP program. In the estimates the
community, as a most important reform in terms of theTreasurer answered questions in relation to the PPP program

important work of the Legislative Council. as it relates to education. | ask the Treasurer through the
The Hon. B.V. Finnigan: You got a good run out of the Leader of the Government whether he can outline what the
first one: you got stuck into the federal government. old timetable was for the PPP and what will be the new

TheHon. R.I. LUCAS: The Hon. Mr Finnigan said that timetable. The Treasurer indicated:
we got a good run out of the first one. Certainly important : : : : : ; ;
issues were raised. The Hons Mr Wortley and Mr Hood anql,ar\t’i\éagfgpsg_pped a little bit on our times in refation to this
other members raised matters that attracted subsequent .
publicity in relation to the Budget and Finance Committee SO | would ask for the old timetable and then the new
Whilst that is an important part of the work of that commit- timetable to be outlined. He certainly indicated in late July
tee, the more important task is to monitor the budgets ofhat they would be going to market with a market testing
government departments and agencies. There is a resporfogram, so | assume they are in the market as we speak. In
bility of this chamber as a house of review to monitorelation to the contracts that have been met already, Treasury

spending programs of government departments and agenciéddicated that Connell Wagner and KPMG have been

The estimates committees sit at only one point in the year_contracted: Will the minister indicate when those consultants
straight after the budget—so the government can talk abolyfere appointed, the terms of their appointment and the fees
what it hopes to do for the year. The Budget and Financéhat are paid to those consultants for the work they are
Committee is available and will, in an ongoing way, monitorundertaking on that project? | also ask whether the govern-
progress against budgets and commitments through tH‘gent_has app0|_nted a probity auditor in relation to th_at project
financial year. and, if so, who is that person or company? In relation to the

The final point in relation to the estimates committeesPPP project, the Treasurer said:

which has been an unhealthy trend in recent times, is the These are likely to be on balance sheet projects, so they will be
tendency of chairs of the committees to seek to restrict theounted as debt and they will be counted as public schools.

?Ousﬁgci?]'gg g)f( n;:erirgr?(i;s;/\z% p:;tichu;grﬂs)ﬂ?eecéfsrgﬁ,[‘?hT?nrf;?f that is the case, can the minister indicate what figures are
chair as TreasErer the Leaaer of the O yosition in gnoth %urrentlyincluded in these budget forward estimates for these

’ ne Ypp . jcf rticular schools? | think there is some $200 million plus of
ﬁ!iceé?]ae?;Cic’sr:&ingsfaggbvg’a:n%o'ggf?gi?kiﬂugzggg(s::t; enditure. Can the Treasurer indicate, for this year and
9 ; fch of the forward estimate years, how much is allocated in

aggregate issues that relate to the budget of the state. T ; ;
chair of that committee ruled it out of order, stating that really heezta;fo?eﬁg%ﬁig wiﬁybgrgo(l?rsltgs jg%geﬁf,ed) on balance
) 7

all the shadow treasurer should talk about were the estima ) .
of payments for the Department of Treasury and Finance and Given that he has said that, | assume the debt Ieyels Qf the
a number of other areas like that. It is an interesting issug€neral government sector that the Treasurer outlined in his
because the chair may well be able to argue on a technicBHdget documents include all or most of the $200 million of
and legalistic view of the estimates committees that that is af*XPenditure on PPP for schools. I guess the question is: when
the shadow treasurer should be entitled to question on as th¥!l the government take these particular projects onto the
are the budget lines that are open. balance sheet and the state books? One assumes tha't, if they

For as long as we have had estimates committees und@fe PPP, they will be built by the private sector with private
Labor and Liberal governments the Treasury portfolio ha$€ctor money, and the first outlays from the government will
been one where the Treasurer has been grilled not only on Hi®t be until after they are operational. So, is it correct to
own budget lines but on the aggregate questions as they relg&Sume that at some stage in 2009-10 (which is within the
to the budget. Certainly questions of deficits and debts ha/®rward estimates period) the government’s current figures
always been directed to treasurers in the estimates commdll include $200 million coming onto the balance sheet and
tees. If this government through its chair seeks to restrict thénPacting on the state’s accounts in other ways as well?
opposition to that, it would mean that nowhere in the Canthe Treasurer outline the timetable for the PPP for the
estimates committees could there be questioning of thBlobilong prison and detention centre? The Treasurer said
Treasurer in relation to those issues. (almost a month ago) that the market-sounding exercise was

Certainly as treasurer | never sought—and neither did thecheduled for the July/August period; can he advise whether
chair of our committee—to restrict the operation of thethat is still the case and also can he provide the latest
estimates committees in that way, and that should not bestimated timetable for expressions of interest in the other
allowed under the new arrangements at all. It is an importardgtages right through to completion? In the estimates commit-
part of a healthy functioning democracy that during thetee Mr Foley indicated that he believed completion of the
estimates committees the Treasurer should be able to idobilong prison would be in 2011 or 2012 (he answered yes
asked questions right across the board by the shadote that question). A number of consultants have been
treasurer and other members of the estimates committee appointed, and | ask how those decisions were taken. Was it
aggregate issues such as deficits and debt levels, as well@sopen tender process? What were the terms of appointment
any specific questions in so far as they relate to the treasupnd the terms of payment to the consultants appointed for that
and finance department itself. particular PPP?
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| also seek clarification from the Treasurer regarding how The Treasurer also says further on that he disputes this
this PPP is to be treated. He said, in the estimates committeedaim from the opposition that there has been an increase of
as follows: 12 000 full-time equivalent public servants. The Treasurer

That is what | have said because, at present, that one is on bud ys, ‘Our number is 9,28? over the five years from 30 June
and it is being dealt with in the budget [he was referring to the2002 to 30 June 2007." Will the Treasurer provide answers
Marjorie Jackson-Nelson hospital] as an on budget, governmergs to what is the document source for this increase of 9 287?
borrowing project and it is factored into the forward estimates. AHjaye they been taken from the budget documents, have they
PPP, by its nature, is an off balance sheet transaction for the prison o . '
| am not sure about the schools—but, either way, these are account Gen taken from Commissioner for Public Employment
for as payments in a net operating account. igures or have they been taken from some alternative source?

There is a significant difference in terms of the claimed

The Treasurer had said earlier that schools were t0 be qfcrease in full-time equivalent Public Service numbers.
balance sheet projects; he is saying in this answer that the | turn now to the issue of enterprise agreements for pay

prison was to be an off balance sheet transaction and that triHacreases, which is obviously a critical issue as it impacts on

Marjorie Jackson-Nelson hospital was, at present, an o : : -
budget transaction but they were considering whether 1 e budget. In the estimates committees the Treasurer said:

would be a PPP or not. Again, | ask specifically: what is the Al _enterprilse agreetgrlyerr:tshl guess are public a%ree.mem.s- My

current treatment in the forward estimates of the correctiong]ooo,'s 1o 4YaYs Publs the amount of money that is going to
- - . . pact on the budget.

services facility to be built at Mobilong?

In relation to the issue of probity auditors, the Treasurell:urther on, he said:
outlined that currently the Crown-Solicitor’s office was  Mostofit, if notall of it, is on the public record.
acting as an adviser on probity issues on all projects, and th@itio not agree with that statement from the Treasurer and |
at some point in the future we would need to bring in anseek, therefore, a response from him. First, will the Treasurer
external adviser. | am assuming, therefore, that there are nadicate where a member of parliament can obtain a copy of
external probity auditors at all for any of these projects, andhe enterprise agreements that have just been agreed between
I ask the Treasurer whether there has been any discussigijor public sector unions or associations and the govern-
with the Auditor-General about the appropriateness of thignent; and, more importantly, where the government actually
arrangement. | also ask whether it is true that the Crownanswers the question as to the amount of money that is going
Solicitor’s office, or officers within that office, are currently to impact on the budget from each particular enterprise
advising the government and departments and agencies on tgreement settlement?
project yet at the same time the Crown-Solicitor’s office is | relation to that, | want to refer to a number of press
supposedly acting as a probity auditor. On the surface ¥gleases issued by the government. In relation to the Ambu-
would seem that officers within the same office are acting agance Employees Association decision, the government press
both legal advisers and probity auditors. In my experience gfejease states that the government's offer includes a salary
the former auditor-general, that process would not bgncrease and a new paramedic classification rate structure.
acceptable to him in that regard, and | ask whether thghe offer also includes 14 weeks paid maternity/adoption
Treasurer believes it is acceptable and why the governmefaye, on-call payments for non-operations staff, reimburse-

has proceeded down that particular path. ment of child care and travel costs consistent with provisions
In relation to the Marion Aquatic Centre, the Treasurerfor other public servants and a training allowance for
said: accredited training. It does not include any indication of the

... | amadvised that currently there are three bidders with whorriZ€ Of the salary increase or the cost in each financial year
the government is now involved in evaluationwe are now of that salary increase.
evaluating those bids. In The Advertiser of 14 July it was reported in relation to
Can the Treasurer outline the timetable in relation to théhe Ambulance Officers Association, | think, that more than

Marion Aquatic Centre? Is an external probity auditor750 employees had accepted a 25 per cent pay rise—l assume
appointed in relation to the aquatic centre and, if so, who i§ver three years. Whether that is a correct description from
it? If the Treasurer's answer is that the probity auditor isThe Advertiser or not I am not sure. My question is in relation
actually the Crown-Solicitor, does the Treasurer believe thert® this agreement and three others that | will put on the
is a potential for conflict if the Crown is providing advice to record. What are the precise details of the financial agreement
government departments and agencies as well as acting as fflly reached with the Ambulance Employees Association,
probity auditor in relation to these issues? in particular, the size of the annual pay increase, the date
I turn to the answers provided by the Treasurer in relatiojrom which each increase or increment operates and the cost
to increases in full-time equivalent employers in the Publid®" this year and for each of the forward estimates years of
Service. The Treasurer said: that wage settlemgnt? I would accept that the total cost would
not all be an additional cost to the budget, because some of
__....the government has provided substantial increases to fronfhat would already be included in terms of the forward
line services since coming to office, including 1 836 extra nursesestimates, but what | am looking for are the total costs of the

600 more teachers, 466 extra doctors and 300 extra police. .. - - 2
_ _ _ increase in the enterprise bargaining agreement that has been
First, | ask the Treasurer to outline the comparative dates @kached and its impact on each financial year.

those increases; is it f’r>om June 2002 to June 2006, Or gimjlarly, in a press release of 18 July in relation to
estimated to June 20077 Secondly, in the increase of 1 83untists, the Industrial Relations Minister Michael Wright
extra nurses, are the nurses who were already working withighq-

the Modbury Hospital included within that number of 1 836
nurses? The argument, if they were, would be that they aerﬁtention allowance of 10 per cent and a managerial allowance

not actually extra nurses; they would have been just classifie@nging between 2 and 7 per cent. Therefore, the government’s offer
from outside the public sector to inside the public sector. now equates to a minimum of 22 per cent over three years.

The government yesterday offered an additional attraction and
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It sounds as if it is a maximum of 27 per cent. So, in essence, ... from memory, after the end of the year. So, they were given
if one believes that statement, and | am not sure whether tHeir appropriation and just let run for a year, and then they would
dentist dispute has been finalised yet or not, but, if it ha&ePOrtit. That was unacceptable to me.
been, what is the cost per year in terms of additional costs ofs | said, as a former treasurer, that particular statement is
the budget? Again, it looks like the pay increase is someuntrue.
where between 22 and 27 per cent for dentists, or an average, The Department of Treasury and Finance had Treasury
if it is over three years, of somewhere between 7 and 8.5 peifficers who liaised on an ongoing basis with big departments
cent per year. in particular, and part of their responsibilities were to report
In relation to nurses and psychiatrists there was a prede Treasury and the Treasurer on ongoing issues. Of course,
statement on 13 July which indicated an agreement had be#here were at least twice yearly bilateral discussions with
reached following a lengthy dispute. When one looks througldepartments and agencies such as the Health Commission
that press release, without reading all of it, again, it does n@nd, if other particular issues arose through the year in
indicate the size of the salary increase or the total cost of tha€lation to agency problems and budgets, they were raised by
packageThe Advertiser, however, reports that nurses voted the health minister at cabinet meetings on a regular basis. The
to accept a 14.5 per cent pay offer over three years and thatatement that former governments just let the Health
psychiatrists had accepted an interim 15 per cent pagommission have its appropriation run for a year and then
increase. | thought | read somewhere else that the total pdgport is untrue.
offer for psychiatrists was going to be well over 20 per cent  The Treasurer went on to say that they now have monthly
as well, because there were the additional annual incremertgports coming to the Economic Review and Expenditure
over and above an initial increase of 15 per cent. Committee of cabinet where agencies have to report against
Again, with the psychiatrists, nurses and the dentists m$heir budgets. If that is the case, | ask the Treasurer: why was
questions remain the same. What are the precise details of tremedial action not taken much earlier in relation to signifi-
final agreements reached with those particular unions aneant budget overruns in agencies such as the Department of
associations in terms of salary increases; when do thdyamilies and Communities? We now know that the budget
operate from; and, if there any other benefits as part of theverrun in that agency is some $34 million. That is the latest
package, what is the cost to the budget this year and for ea@stimate by Treasury. If there are these monthly reports and
of the forward estimates years for each of those salargngoing monitoring and controls of their budgets, why did the
settlements? As | said, | remind the Treasurer and thdreasurer not become aware of this much earlier and take
government that he said: remedial action much earlier than he did? Similarly, one can
All enterprise agreements | guess are public agreements. M§SK the question in relation to significant overspends in the
guess is we always publish the amount of money that is going thiealth portfolio as well.
impact on the budget. Further on in the Treasury debate in the estimates
All | am asking for is exactly that. The Treasurer seemscommittee, the Treasurer referred to budgeted savings of
entirely relaxed and was implying that all that information is$12 million a year from the abolition of DAIS and the Office
being provided. of Public Employment. The Treasurer indicated that the
In relation to the budgeted savings, in estimates th&4.5 million worth of savings in 2006-07 had not been
Treasurer said that the government had locked in somachieved. My questions relate to the projected savings from
$25 million per year of savings in the government sector ou2007-08 onwards. The Treasurer said:
of the ICT project. Can the government indicate the detail of  For the purposes of presentation in this, the 2007-08 budget, the
the savings that constitutes the $25 million per year irfemaining $9 million from 2007-08 associated with the abolition of

savings that are operating as from this year? Given that [PAIS is held centrally prior to allocation to agencies. Identification
) e savings will be complete before 30 June to enable agencies to

assume it means that each of the departments and agendfes;, their 2007-08 activities. These savings will then be factored into
have had their budgets reduced by some component addiBgency budgets.

up to a total of $25 million, can the government outline theq, y5¢ pasis, it is now a full month later than 30 June and
reductions in agency budgets which add up to the $25 millioRy, o o1 be resolved, so | am asking the Treasurer: will the
and which the government claims has been saved as a resgé mijjion in annual savings be achieved in 2007-082 As | am
of the ICT tendering projects? not sure whether the savings are allocated to agencies or paid

Further on, the Treasurer outlined that claim savings in thg ; ; oA i
T . . X ack into agencies, | wonder whether the $9 million in
2006-07 budget in relation to motor vehicle fleet configura- g $

- . X savings is being achieved. If the $9 million in savings is
tion and office accommodation had been reversed. He sajiin o5 chieved, can the Treasurer indicate what the compo-
that, in relatlon. to off|qe accom.moda'tlon (which Was goiNGpant reductions in the other agencies will be to achieve this
to save $2.5 rr_ulll_on this year), it had just t_)ee_n readjusted igg million in savings that he has claimed?
terms of the timing. Can the Treasurer indicate when the

$2.5 mill ill be ratcheted into f d esti 7= 1 wanted to put those questions on notice so that the
- million will be ratcheted into forward estimate savings,q,ernment's advisers have time over the next few days or
and will that particular saving ($2.5 million) continue at that

. ~~S0 to provide answers to members before the conclusion of
level or grow over the forward estimate years? | am assumin

. ) . the Appropriation Bill debate some time next week.
the government, for the reasons outlined in the estimates, has pprop

not proceeded with the $700 000 saving from motor vehicle  The Hon. T.J. STEPHENS secured the adjournment of
fleet configuration that was outlined in the 2006-07 budget:ne debate.
Further on in the estimates, the Treasurer made some
statements in relation to ongoing monitoring and reporting of STATUTESAMENDMENT (REAL ESTATE
agency budgets. He made the extraordinary claim—the untrue INDUSTRY REFORM) BILL
claim, actually—that, under the former Liberal government,
we required the Health Commission to report on a yearly The House of Assembly did not insist on its disagreement
basis. He said: to amendments Nos 1 and 9 made by the Legislative Council.
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CRIMINAL LAW (SENTENCING) (DANGEROUS
OFFENDERS) AMENDMENT BILL

The House of Assembly agreed to the amendments made
by the Legislative Council without any amendment.

CRIMINAL LAW (CLAMPING, IMPOUNDING
AND FORFEITURE OF VEHICLES) BILL

The House of Assembly agreed to the amendments made
by the Legislative Council without any amendment.

ADJOURNMENT

At 5.40 p.m. the council adjourned until Tuesday 31 July
at2.15p.m.



